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CORCLUSION

our discussion centered on the subject of nationalist

thought in nineteenth century Bengal. We f@l; that it was important
+o know how, and under what circumstances, the original idea cate
to serve as a rallying point of anti-colonial struggle by widely
different and mutually ewoclusive forces; or vhat were the ambigui-
ties and conflicting tendencies in the idea itself which led to its
developing as it did? It is a well-known fact. to which history of
civilisation records ho exception, that all important ideas are
subject to medification and differentiation as their influences
continue to spread, and though they are not totally subservient to
~aevents thay cannot endure from One generation Lo another without

some change in meanindg,
. .

Thera are, generally speaking, two common pitfalls in the
aﬁalysis Qﬁ the dynanmics of ideas. One tendency is to conceptualise
the ideas without relating them to associated events oOr their
contexts. In thig mode of analysis ideas are treated as purely

mental congtrucks as if these are not situated

(<2

5 history. Bven

is to reduce every idea or any system of ideas t0 a subordinate part
of a given sociel formation. This absolutises historical situation

of ideas or the principle of social determination of ideas and
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applies it to é%efy level of analysis. The determinism makes the
task of analysis simple but.at the cosﬁ of truth which is the
0&prn5510n of tctality. e ‘wanted to avoid these pitfalls by

focusslng on the the comnlexltles of ideas and their social rela-

)

M :
~tions in so fargour subject was concerned. The conclugions that
we can draw from our study are arranged bﬂlow under tbe tallow;ng

heads :

1A .'JFuplanatory aﬁmauacy of our theoretical frammwork. .e.)

Colonial Syndrome of Natlonal1sm (esN) .

‘\

B, . Abswers to the Research Questions._
9c,‘.' General Obseérvations.
Ae In section (l) of CSR‘(Chapter I) we Oﬁde’V@d that a colo=-

g ﬁlal nower mus t come 1nto canxlict wath that part oz Lhe ﬂ&flV@
society with whlch 1t uhares a common but-mutually exclu51ve goal,
Acnordlngly.4ws obaervnd in Charter TI thct e East India Company-
1ndemd came into cowfllct with the Sannyaql ;ndﬂFékirs in-terms of
the objective and mutually excluvae_zntexest of tréding. In the
rsamé section of the CSN we furthérfﬁeﬁuC§ﬂ3‘that the coldhial'power
develops the scope*fcr‘ééchera“ion‘with'a éart‘of native scéiety
with which it developes & sgmbuotlc ral@tlonehlp Oux analyses of
Waticnalist Models from Chapter III to v aid bﬁ@gﬁfout this deduc-
_tién. We found tbat'thelmhaima‘Sabﬁa group, the liberals like Raja

Rammohun Roy and the“young_sengal'members were parties to such
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In section (2) of C8N w2 had cbserved thet the colonial
activities always lead to a divided response in the native society,
that is te say, a division betveen power-concession and rank-
concegsicn. In Chapter IT we noted how a large part of the native
society, though not homogeneous, conceded power 0 the colonial
rulers. In Chapter IXII on the other hand, as well as in Chapters
IV and Vv, we have geen how the elites conceded rank to the colonial
ruleras and pursued an econonlc rank - path throush emulation. Two
illustrstive cases of both these would be the wvay in which sannyasi
and Fakiy rebellion was overpowered and the way in which the
likarals like Rammohun Rov pursued their economic rank-path. The
power—concession agpect was intimately assccilated with what we called

T

'‘aynergismn' {(section 5 of @8HN). In Chapker 1T,

4y

or instance, syner-
éism was shown ©0 be a precondition ©f anti-colonial movements among
the power-conceding part of the native society. Weo have seen how the
Wahabig, Faraszis, Santals etc were experiencing svnergistic effects
in a negative way and how did they resort o horizontal mass-mobili~
sation and anti-colonial respongses. Thev. thereiore, in different
ways made the mainstream natlionalist thinking look like elitist and
remote from the larger social reality. While the ¢lass aspect of
this chasm in native society was not too readily recognisable the
Aifference between these two levels was inteilpreted as one of tradi-
tion and m@dernit§o

In sectiocn (3) of @SN we had ohserved that e content and
the scale of social reform were in & sense emenations from and

rationalisations of the class aspect of colonizl rule. On the basis
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of our discussions in Chapters IV and'v weican arrive at a nunber

of concluszons. The Brltlsh rulers nrcduce& a pressure for reform

oz natlve 3001ety. mhls vas especzally ev1dent ait@r Bnntlnck and
Macaulay came forward w1th an ideology of social rezorm. Thpy
expec ted a strengthonxng of the soczal basis' and growzng oppor-
tunlty of trade to come Ehrougn 5001dl reforms, although such
emphasis on reform“appeare& to,bg,an iﬁteﬁtion of modernising a
traditional - society. similarly, the native elites like Rammohun
Dwarakapath and th@ ‘Young Bengal' formulated an ideclogy of social

reform whlch was to justify awnew,a set of social behaviovr as

reflected in their pursuit of ecanomic rank-path. In as much as

‘roform wae intended as a CL&SS nece$51ty. its e&tent was determined

by ac+ual confllct of clasq 1nter¢sts. Lhug. the pover conceﬁlﬂg

*

part of %be native soc;@ty. tn Sannyas&‘-anﬂ Fakirs, = th

‘Subaltern papulatlon dl& uot cone unaar %he scale of neﬁldl

"retOrm.v30c1al reform, thus. was bound to Qe par+1al. ¥Mevertheless,

tbe different subjec ivities of self—lmagas of the native elites -

"became impcrtant for ﬁhe davelopment of Proto-nationalism around

the qusstxons Ol refcrm. For exampl ~the ‘'Young Benga ' went

shead with an 1&aolcgy of 50u1ml reform obtalned directly from the

“'colonial rulers or the iberal tradatleﬁ as such. This gave the
“impregsion that freform waa salng 1mposeé from Gi& above. This

attitﬁde, tberefore.'limited the social r@form +0o thenselvés and

made them Uﬁaccéptable to the 1n%ra—soc19tal relations (Wo&pl 2B),

In case of Rammohun and DWurwkana+h howaver. the ideology of socaal
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reform was not identifisd with Westernisation. Essentially, their
ideology of social refor@ was also an emanation and rationalisstion
of the sams class structure, but their self-image had some marks

of distinction from the British bourgeoisie. That is to say, they
synthesigsed or attempted t0 synthesise liberal sociazl reform with
trait-maintenance. A8 a result, socilial reform appeared to be the
salvaging of a grand, old tradition or native culture, For all
practical purposes this was.a Hindu tradition and the 'Brahmo Samaij®
was established with this end in view. Through the Samaj they tried
to mobilise the masses vertically because they also wanted to ensure
their social acceptability. However, the inner contradictions of
such an attempt, one botween a definite class position and socianl
leadership alsc limited the scale of social reform. The power con-
ceding part of the native society was generally ocutside the scops of
such an ideology ©of social reform. Nevertheless, a type ©Of 'Proto-
nationalisk' was given shape around the question of social reform.
It revolved round varicus issues such as language, culture and reli-
gion (Chapter III). But its oObjective class positior prevented it

from acguiring any anti-colonial drive,

In section (6) of (CSi# we had observed that the volums OF
changes in the interactional level of colonial rulers and the nat¥ve
elites influenced the avenues of mobility for the native elites and
their role. This actually explained the Model 1 (Chapter IIL}. We
Found that a changs from monopoly tradisg to free-trade policies

restrictad the economic rank path ©f a section of native elites like
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Radhakanta Deb, who were then forced to react adversely to the
ideology of reform, 8o we found that the social role of conservatism
among the elites of nineteenth century Bengal was intimately connec=-
ted, in particular, with the restricted aVQnﬁe of econoiic rank path
and in general with the class relations of the colonial rule. In

the same section of CSH we had further observed that any change
toward decreasing cooperation would impose restriction on the econo-
wic rank-path for the native elites and would make the political rank
path a necessity. This explained the development of Model 3 (Chapter-
VIi)e There, we have sesn that {rom the mid-=fifties the British rulers
wers following a rule of expediency that placated the landed magnetes
for their support and curved out an agrarian policy attractive to a
clags of ryots who would, the rulers hope&. be both the producers

of raw materials and potential consumers of British goods. On the
other hand, the government was neglecting the provision for employ-
ment of the educated natives of urban roots while at the same time
restricting educational opportunities for them. This section of the
native elite, therefore, found their economic rank-path closing downe.
In place of erstwhile economic rank—-path ® a political rankMpath

was now substituted to retain the position and numser of Bengali

elites in civil service and professions.

Iin section {7) of ¢s we had cbserved that the adoptisn of
political rank-path tends to increase the pressure for solidarity
in the larger social context. Since the leadership comes from the
top layer of the segmented society, the technique 0f mags mobilisa-

tion is likely to e manipulative and necesgsarily political. Sinece
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rank concession continues, there is no anti-colonialism about it,.
Hevertheless, such political rank-path by virtue of its emphasis
on solidarity acks as a complement to the fLurther development of
nationalism. This explains our Model 3 (Chapter Vi). The educated
Bengali elites of urban roots were most ably led by Surendranath
Banerijee who also organised the Indian Association. The Association
energetically followed up Objectives whose essence was the enjoy-—
ﬁent of political power. It also developed linkages between urban
centers of pover and its rural hinterxland, in course of the Rent
Bill agitations. The Associatiog becams, s0 to speak, the self-
styled leader of the ryots of Bengal. Its real objective was not to
represent the interest of the vast impoverished peasantry but to
take its competitive place along the channels of power forged by
the British rule. In deing so they only complemented the typical
goals of British imperialism. On its brighter side the Model indica-
ted a break with the past Ey giving a political content to the idea
of nationalism which was previously so much apolitical. MNational
consciousness was brought from its fluid state to specific political
issues of public intexest. As a further complement‘to the developrent
of haticnalist movement the liberal nationalists were altering the
egquations of power within the framework of British rule and steadily

eroding the steel-frame of British empire.

In section (8) of CSN we had observed that political techni-
gque of mass-mobilisation and organisation were likely to accompany

cultural movements in a ¢olonial context. The main idiom of such a

movement appears 0 e resistence to assimilation and it is primarily
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elt necessary to counter centrifugal tendencies. However, in a
multicultural scclety there can herdly be any integrative movement
of introspective nature., This explains to some extent what we
observaed in Chapter VII, — t0O some extent, because CSN does not
explicitly state the imperatives which tend to distort a genuinely
creative cultural movement. It may e suugested however that when
political solidarity becomes the goal of mutually conflicting
clasges or elites in a situation of cultural pluralism. any genuine-
ly creative and iptegrative cultural movement tends also to be
distorted and insular. In fact, the cultural movement in Bengal in
the seventies of the nineteenth century proved genuinely creative,
It blended classical tradition with humanism and rationalism inspite
of the fact that it proceeded through different interpretations of
Hinduism. But when it came to be used politically, only the elenents
of Hindusism and Angleophilism were emphasised to the exclusion of
the ideas of religious toleration and service to the downtrodden.
Ag a result, the movemesnt could be used to provide philosophical and
cultural justifications for anti-colonial struggle but not to cement
the popular sentiments of a heterogeneous socistye While the Hindu
elites made to look a broad-based movement insular the Muslim elites
destroved the potentkiality of a creative Islamic movement in their
political interest. Thus, the native elites' goal of solidarity did
not have any assistance from a genuinely creative cultural movement

but from distortions of it. Nationalist movement, therefore, failed

-~

to base itsel? on a sound conceptusl understanding of nation and

nationalitve. Rather, it was more anti-colodialism than integrative



of virtues that set the tunes for nationalist struggle. The sec-

rion {8) of €3I explained this clearlye.

Be The previous discussion generally confirmed the explanatory
adequacy ©f CSN with respect to ideas and theilr complex relations

s

with social reality in nineteenth century Bengal. CSH has been
found to be an adequate intellectual construct to discover the
patterns of nationalist thought. Though no comparative study was
undertaken to test its applicability to other colonial situations

it remains couwparable with respect to other unexplored aresas. Let us

now bring In sharper focus the conclusicons of our study in regard to

the major research guestions formulated in Chapter I

The first guestion was concerned with the point of time and
the circumstances of naticonalist thought in nineteenth century

B@ngal .aﬂd dqaiﬂ of i the development of anti-colonial drive in such

thinking.

It was found that the first and original expression of
hationalism could be sesn in the third decade of nineteenth century
Bengal which was articulated by liberals like Raja Rammohun Roy.

The emergence of nationalist thought was #fully apolitical (in the
gepse that it had no opposition to colonial rule) and was expressed
through trait~maintenance and attachment to traditional symbol
systems of language, customs, religion and the like even when the
persons concerned were undergoling pressures for reform and modernisa-

e -

tion. While doing thisg, 2ll the time thev were viewing thamselves



R76

in terms of a nation distinct from Great Britain (Model 2aj.

A few important changes in the éolonial situation formed
fhe circumstances of this expression of naticnalizsm. Fivrstly, for
- some Britishers it became a mission to do away with the Company
monopoly and social congervatisme. These vere 0f course connected

ith the industrial revolution in Europe and the American War of
indapendence. Secondly, the native elites were Deing axposed o
liberal ideas and the prospects of colonial rule and free-trade.

*

Thus an fdentity crisis for the native elites became inevitable.

Whether it was the British initiative at social reform or the
emulative practices of the native slites thenselves, or their own
attempts at social reforms to minimise their sccial distance from

a traditiounal society, each was bound to result in an identity
crisis for theim. It was Proto-natiopalism that became thelr response
to such problems of identity. It could not be full-fledged nationa-
lism with an anti-colonial garb. There was neo necessity for such a
formulation. The class interest of the formulators was in favour of
maintenance of the system. They had simply a problem of identity
which a civilisational claim could easily solve. So, nationalism

began and remained for a2 considesable period of time at the level

of Proto-pationalism,.

There was nc place for anti-colonialism in the congeptuali-
sation of nationalism in the first half of ninetsenth century
Bengel, especially in teims of concéptualising nationalism as an
anti-colonial movemant. Some membaers of the 'Young Bengal' displayed

some sense of anti-colonialism Dbut that remained largely their

\
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personal feelings and that too, only exceptionally. Anti-colonlia-~
lism became prominent in nationalist thought only as part of the
cultural movement ih the siuth and seventh decade of the nineteenth
Qénturyo Anti=colonialism at cultural level did guickly bsconie a
part of the solidarity reguirement of poiitical rank-path. Thus, a
shift from rank concession and liberal pnationalism to one type of
militant cultural natiopalism could be possible under the situation
of widespread gonflict between claims and givilisations. Of course,

there had bgen anti~colonial movements before, such as Sannyasi and .

fodo

Fakir Rebellion, Santal Insurrection etc. But wvhat was distincitive
about the anti-colonialism in the late nineteenth century was not
20 much the militancy of i%, but a vision of nation together with

an attenmpted vertical mobilisation of the masses by the leaders

who applied the appeals of religion, language and traditional
symbol-gsystemns of the native society. This brcught €0 a great exXtent
erstwhile rahk-conceding native elite closer to ithe power—-conceding
part of the societve While this was not a unity of thelr basic
interests for the tims bDedng it nevertheless appeared to be so and

thus nationalism was given f£its ideclogical formulation.

The gecond research question was concerned with the different
patterns of na;ionalist thought and their impact on the nationalist
novenent .

In our study we have been able to identif§ five major
patterns of nationalist thought in nineteenth century Bengal, four

of wvhich have been analysed in terms of the following models 3 Un-—
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developed Nationalism, Proto-nationalism, Vicarious Naticnalism
and Liberal mationalism. another type emerging in the period of
our study vas 1ndlcatod in terms of trends and developments which

was described as Religiocus Hationalism,

We have found that while different patternsg of nationalist
thinking co=existed at different points of time and did interact
with each other, each also succeeded the other at a sufficient
period of discontinuity, In other words, hthere were phéses of domi-
nant thinking coexisting with dissipating or developing patterns of
nationalist thinking; Hevertheless, there was a major and continuous
developmnrent throughout these rhases. In so far liberalism is taken
as the guidepost, the twvo terminal points of ccontituity would be
Proto-natrionalism and Liberal Nationalism (The latter was, in a
senge, the for@runnpr of loderate Mationalism)e. In that case the
Viearious Mationalism should be taken as the in-betweer pattern
which reflected liberal spirit and anticipated, to some extent,
Likberal Nationalism. The continuity can be traced on another level
also. However strategically and partially directed, the nativist
claim of the>;;5;§;zgéed . Hationalism was taken in full and
elaborated upon in the Proto=-nationalist mcedel and then it was com=~
bined with a vision of pation state in the model of Liberal Nation-
alism. Religious iationalism later supplied the necessary anti-
colonial drive and anticipated, to soms extent, the Extremist natio-
nalism, It would be thus too naive te lock for a purely:liberal
premise of nationalist thought in Bengal as it would be to regard

conservative reactioy as paving the way for the politics of communa-

lism. In fact, each model, in texrms of actual effects and conseguen=—



ces, steadily prepvared the ground for the politics of separatism

and comnmunaliesm in the nationalist movement.

The third research question was concerned with the reasons
in case of any of the patterns of thinking failing to contribute

successfully to the growth of nationalism.

Our study did not corroborate David Eopf's thesis that the
Dharma Sabha movement was the first Proto=-npationalist movement in
nineteenth century Bengal, which ultimately took the form of militant
religious nationalism in the late nineteenth century, We have found,
on the contrary, that nationalism of the Conservatives was neither
a response to the totality of the alien civilisation, nor was it a
claim of civiligation in its totality. The nationalism of nativist
reaction was limited, strategic and therefore it was undeveloped.
The response was directed to a part of colonial civilisation and
was not developed to challenge the alien civilisation as a whole.
We have found again that the phenomenon of religiocus nationalism in
the late nineteenth century was the mature stage of a developing
process of false consciousness of comaunalism to which both the
go=-called Conservatiﬁes and the Liberals contributed. Kopf's thesis,
thus, neglected vital stages of the growth of nationalist thinking,
their consequences and relationships which should be congidered fox

a fuller explanation of religious symbolism in natiopalist thought.

As regards the anti-colonial movements like Wahabi and
Faraezi Rebellion, Santal Insurrection etc. we iound that they were

all reactions to the class~divided society of their time. Thev tried
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to react against the synergistic effects (perhaps the Sannyasis

and Fakirs witnessed less ©of synergism and their reaction was more
class=-specific) and therefore, they were not just anti-British.

In fact, they resisted, though unsuccessfully, the structure of
colonial rule, the very parasitical symbiosis Detween British
rulers and their native allies, But to react they relied k2 on
horizontal mass mcbilisation within their ocwn members which could
give them internal solidarity. Hevertheless, this way of fostering
solidarity also limited the potentiality of these movements for
developing into a mass movemsnt cutting accross the boundaries of
communities. They actually caused division within the larger power-—
conceding population and comnitted them to a sideline when mainstream

nationalism was being developed by the elites.

The fourth research question was concerned with the probable
class basis of the different patterns of thinking and the nature of

relations Of these patterns with such basis.

our gtudy brought ocut in bold relief . that ecach pattern of
+hinking had a c¢lass basis but each didé not have a one to one rela-
tion with the objective class position of the thinkers. In other

T

words each pattern of thinkipg was not just a reflection aznd a
rationalisation of the actual class position of the thinkers or
actors,lt was in most cases a reflection and a ratiocnalisation of a
perceived class position alsoc. More importantly we found & steady

lack of congruence between the subjective awareness of the actors

as constituting a class and their actual ¢lass positions. The Dharma
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Sabha group was realistic about their own class position. The Proto-
nationalists displayed some lack of realism when they were consider-
ing themselves as productive bourgeoisie or nearly becoming so. The
radicals in even increasing degrees wrote as if they constituted a
middle class in the Ruropean sense. The Liberal Nationalists went
further and dreamt of being even politically equal. This incongruence
wvas the direct outcome of their lack‘of realism about colonial struc-
ture. Yo doubt this was responsible for the spread of commnalism
Ehich'éonstituted.a false consciocusness Ly concealing the contradic=

tiones between Indiapn people and the colonial rulers and by legitimi-

sing the structure of domination.

Let us now make some Observations in re ¢t of the guestions

e
D
|.;.
0
D

d about the 'cbiective setting® ©of unationalist thought.

In our study we found definite relations betwesn the Bengali
A/Mf/

elites’ perception of, reactiovn to the major mass-movements and

&

e

gssues of nineteenth century Beungal. Generally speakiug, the pature
and extent ©of their razactions &9 theée were proportionate to the
enhancemnent or decrease of their prospect 0Of economic rank-path,
and in some casas, L0 the raguirensnt of political support. The
radicals, for example, sensed that they had everything to lose and
nothing to gain if the Revolt of 1857 proved te bs a success. They,
therefore, together with the landiords and the Conservatives, took
muich pain to demonstrate their loyalty to the British rulers. Again,

the same Radicals almost guidad the Indigo Revolt throuch when they

found that the administration was nct interested in continuing the
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indigo cultivation and that tﬁe indigo was fast loosing its export
pbtential.-&gain. the Liberal Natiopalists who sided with the Pabna
Rent Bill agitation complemented the British policy of elivaiing a
clags of protected peasantry and crippled the movement by usiang it
as 2 springboard for their amaltlons of constitutional politics.

In other words, they were prepared to go as far as necessary for
their pursuit of political rank-path and no more. Thus, the elites
throughout maintained their pro-colonial position with respect to

the mass movementse

_While the elites evaluated their ecomomic and political
prospects and shaped their reactions to différent issues, thév
agrarian structure featured prominently. The Conssrvatives, for
example, began tc assert their nativism when they feared attacks on
their land righkts. Rammohun Roy also accepted the structure of

Permanent Settlement in its basics and supported unlimited landed

}.J-

The radicals criticised 'the radically
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property i
wrong basig of Permanent Settlement' but it wag not clear whether
they wanted %he benefits to go to the substontiazl ryots or to the
impoverished peasantrye. Howsver, the first possibility seems to be
strengtheped when we find that the Liberal MNationalista wanted to

keep the marginal peasants on the sidelines of land reforms. The

agrarian issue was also the majcr issue around which the first

s:.

political association, the Landholders® Socisty, organised itself.
Other influential orcaﬁﬂsarlong. namely, tﬂ%ﬁrlflsh Indian Associa-
tion and the Indian Association, were predominently concerned with

the agrarian structure. The agravian dimension of elite behaviour
w5
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explained the gulickly shifting alliances and en%mities among them.
For example, the Consgervatives who opposed indigo planters after
the Charter aAct of 1833 put up a common front with them in the

case  -0of Resumption Proceedingse

While the elites' reactions to mass mOvements and various
issues of the day and to their associational activities were logical
in themselves and perhaps consistent with their perception of the
colonial system, they were clearly at variance with the logic of
the colonial system. For eiamplé it was logical for Rammohun to
invest in Agency Houses from the viewpoint O0f sconomic rank-=path,
but not so when he was also dreaming of capital accumulation and
growth of national bourgeocisis. In fact, & he failed to understand
the incongruence betwaen his actual class position and his perceived
class pogition. This was not the case ©f Rammchun aloae bhut this
was generally true about the investment patteras of the native
elites. The talents, capital and anergy of the native clites were
predominently directsd to land, to subordinate trading and to the
service sector, contributing, therefore, not to the growth but to

bidebound cconony while they vainly hoped that the pr ocess of

- ]

liberal economic development, as it happened in 2ritain, was repeat-

e

ing itself in Injid and they were to take the leadership. What they

ware having actually was far from being liberal, - a mere caricaturs
of liberal development. This went a loag way in shaping the systems
of social, politicszl, economic and therefore anstiopalist thought,

These were, it follows, the analytical products, ratiocnalisations

and justifications of an essentially distortad process of liberal
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development. It further follows from this that the process of
nationalist thought could not buk be full of distortions, of which

+the most important were the politics of separatism and communalism.

‘here can e no simple explapetion of the steady decline
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iem among the Bengali elites. Bver if one seeks to explain
thies in terms of reproductive social practice one has to precede

ane's analygis with the idea of the mode of production prevailing
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has become problematic as a

a

raesult of diverse interpretaticns. What can be seen, however, is
that communalism was a by-product of such decline in realism and
therefore, a false consciousness in itself. Having oObserved this

we should also discount any simple explanaticon of how such false
congeicusness emerged. The effects of each natiocnalist model which
we studied revealed that comwunalism was not, contrary to popular
beliefs, the mere reflection of basic consexvatism of the native
society, of traditional values or traditional hogtility. These also
reflected the inadeguacy of the steriotype explanation of communa-—
lisgm in terms of the British désign. One may not also be quite
right in explaining the development of the false counsciousness of
communalism as logical products of colonial structure, unless one
is preparsd to accept that the subjective identification of native
elites with the British bourgeoisie was inevitable and the colonial
realitty incomprehensible. Our present study suggests, hevever, that
the false consciousness of communalism was a product of complex

situations and forces, including the acts of cmmissions and@ commi-



ssions by the nationalist elites, which distorted the very process

of liberal development in ninéteenth century Bengal.

A position like this raises doubts about a proposition put
forward by scholars who claim to be Marxists and who seem Lo be
predisposed to find a parallel to Ruropean history in India. They
would suggest that the nationalist phase of native thinking f£ollowad
a liberal phasc. Considering the fluigd state of knowledge among
the Marxisits about pre-capitalist development in India thig is not
ouviously the Marxist proposition., On the basis Of our study we
would have to gualify the proposition to some extent. We have found
that important distortions tock place in the process of liberal
development in nineteenth century Rengal at least on two levels:
firstly, there was no such development of market economy which we
found in Euiope, but only of a hidebound econouy, and secondly, the
wourgeois self-image was devaloped by the native elite without
creating the necessary socio-economic conditions. 30, to put i+ in
this way, nationalist thought in Bengal wvas distorted to the extent
it was an heir toa distorted process of liberal development in nine-

teenth century Bengal.

I:'J

espites important distortions, however, the nationalist

(e

thought in Bengal had displayed a very strong side which rejected

with ecuanimity the old atavistic form of Indian nationalism as well
as the self assertive and parochial nationalism of the western typee.

This strong side was 'syncretism', the fusion of Indian and Westexn

elements of thought. The naticmalists of nineteenth century Bengel



RPN

saw themselves agz the defenders of both a rich and living Indian
tradition and of the positive aspects of Western civilisatione

. . . . - . i
Thelr belief in universalism was therefore a cOnsistent part of

this syncretisme.

Democracy in this subw-continent is generally considered
to be an oukgrowth of pationalist movement. In go far as democracy
in modern India is an expression of the nationalist movement, it

reflects the stronger elements of that process, and the absence

.:

of democracy in the neighbouring countries, its opposite. However,

P

as an heirx to a distorted process of liberal development, at leasth
o the exwtent all India pattern of nationalist movement adhered to
the process inittiated io Bengal, democracy in India is also likely
o display internal tensions despite its inherent strengthe Thisg
actually makes the task of understanding Indian democracy exceeding-
1y difficulte. The ‘Polyarchy’® model woubd not be fully explanatory
because of'its over rationalistic assumptionse Similarly, a Marxist
would face major difficulties in appiying the laws of dialectics to
the ¢rey areas of éhe modes ©f production. Our present study seeks

to dravw attention to this theoretical problem.



