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GLOSSARY 

 

Aamaran Anashan                           indefinite hunger strike 

Ahimsa                                                 non-violence 

Anasakti      non-attachment 

Anasakta     selfless 

Adharmathat   which is not in accord with the Dharma, evil or  

                                                          Immorality  

Artha     Wealth/power, one of the four ends of human  

existence 

Atman   the permanent self-underlying human personality 

Atma       Soul 

Advaita   Hindu philosophy of Monism or Non-dualism 

Bahadur    courageous, honourable, an honorific title 

Baniya    third highest caste in social hierarchy  

Bhangi    Scavenger, sweeper                                             

Brahmacharya     celibacy 

Brahmachari   one who practices celibacy 

Brahman     the ultimate reality 

Brahmin                          highest caste in social hierarchy 

Brahmnical            The holy or sacred power that is the source and  

sustainer of the universe  

Charkha          spinning-wheel 

Daya          mercy, compassion 
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Daridranarayan                             the poor as God 

Dehin      the embodied self 

Dharma     duty, natural moral law; religion as  

ethics and religion 

Dhurna     a traditional form of 'sit-down strike 

Din-e-Ilahi     a syncretic religion propounded by  

    the Mughal emperor Akbar 

Gheraos                                     surrounding public official 

Himsa                                                   violence 

Jain or Jaina           a follower of the Jain religion 

Jati                                            the group in which a person is born 

Karma                                         action, work or deed 

Kal-yug     an 'era' of corruption 

Koran     Muslim scripture 

Kama    pleasure, one of the four ends of human existence 

Krishna   Divine hero and central figure of the epic,  

                              Mahabharata, who is worshipped by the Hindus as the 8th   

                                                           incarnation of God. 

Khadi    home-spun cloth, made famous by Gandhi 

Khaddar    another name for khadi 

Khuda                                                    God 

Kshatriya    second highest caste in the social hierarchy 

Lok Sevak Sangh  Society or association for the service of the people 

Mullah     spiritual leader of Muslims 
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Moksha     salvation or the ultimate end of life 

Mahabharata  The Hindu epic having for its theme the story of the 

great war between the Pandavas and the Kauravas,  

princes of the Lunar race who were cousins, rival  

claimants to the throne of Hastinapur, (ancient Delhi) 

Nirvana                                        Supreme bliss 

Niskamatava   disinterestedness 

Nai Talim   literally, „new education‟, name given to basic or  

                                              Craft education 

 

Panchayat     village council 

Pradarshan                           gathering in a public place 

Padyatras    long march 

Rishi      sage 

The Raj    the British regime in India 

Shastras    traditional, often considered sacred, texts 

Satya      truth 

Satyagraha    firmness in adhering to truth 

Satyagrahi    one who practises Satyagrah 

Shastri    learned in Hindu scriptures 

Shloka   Metrical verse or composition 

Swadeshi    pertaining to one's own country 

Swaraj                           self-rule, self-government 

Varna    the ideal unit of a functionally divided  

Hindu society 

Varnashram   the four-fold hierarchical division of Hindu society 

Vaishnava    a member of the sect, who worships Vishnu, 
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a Hindu God 

Vaishyas  Members of the third (cultivator and mercantile) class  

among Hindus 

Yudhishthira Eldest of the Pandava Princes, celebrated for his right  

conduct 

Yagna     sacrificial offering 

Tapasya-                                       self-suffering 

Vasudhaiva                it means world is one family, as vasudh is earth, eva                                        

                                    Kutumbakamis indeed and Kutumbakam means family 

Rigveda                                   one of the four ancient scriptures 

Satyavachanam       truthfulness 

Danam                                             alms 

Tapas                                            penance 

Arjavan                                        honesty 

Shantihi                                       peace 

Avera                                          non-hatred 

Karuna                                       compassion 

Aparigreha                                 renunciation 

Caritra                                        right conduct 

Tattvas                                         realities 

Punya                                           the action which leads to good karma 

Samiti                                           association or committee 

Samkalpi Himsa                           intentional injury 

Samabhava                                   equability 


