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Abstract 

Introduction 

The problem of street children is basically manifestation of certain structural 

contradiction of the society. Although this problem is an universal phenomenon, 

it has become an issue of concern in present years as India has the largest 

population of street children in the world. 

Migrating to the city does not imply that street children will get extra wealth and 

prosperity. They are the product of urbanization and contribute to the urban 

informal economy in different capacity. They are the part of city life and urban 

economy. They not only provide labour to the informal economy but also get 

involved in many hazardous activities, being a part of the exploitation net work 

(production relation) in bourgeois system. 

An increasing amount of research describes that care and protection of street 

children are grim. The analysis of the data indicates that over the past decade the 

situation of such children has deteriorated. The poor children become poorer and 

the children from the lower middle class have become poorer. 

Various studies show that the street children are a product of urban apathy and 

indifference but it is closely associated with inefficient planning and 

implementation. It is also observed that there are numerous legislative measures 

to protect children’s rights in India but the authorities are lacking in its’ proper 

execution. Even if laws are there but those touch only a part of the problem. 
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It is believed that the economic system is the sole determinant of the problem of 

street children. Therefore in studying   the phenomenon of street children the 

first theoretical approach could be to identify the relationship between street 

children and poverty in the given structure of the society. The second aspect 

could be institutional aspects in which a child feels frustrated and prefers to opt 

for a life of street children. The study is therefore a small step in the direction of 

identifying the gaps. 

Review of literature 

Many of the literary works and eye witness accounts revealed that few studies 

were conducted to understand the problems of street children but those were 

insufficient to explore real causes. It was examined in terms of byproduct of 

urbanization. The equation between rural poor and urban poor was emerged but 

their social determinants were not addressed properly. Much remains to be done 

in exploring their social causes of the world. 

Objective of the study 

An attempt was made to understand the problems of the street children and to 

investigate the factors associated with them to opt for a street life. The factors 

identified were the socio-demographic characteristics of the street children, the 

economic activities of street children, their health and hygiene, living 

arrangement, the family support of the respondents, delinquent activities, abuses 

encountered as well as their social relationship. In the end planning strategies are 

to be suggested to control this problem which in turn exists in the present society. 
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Study area 

The fieldwork of the present study was conducted in Howrah railway station and 

in adjoining areas. This is to mention that Howrah is one of the densely populated 

and highly industrialized district of West Bengal. It is located opposite to Kolkata 

(the state capital) and on the bank ofriver the Ganga. The larger population of 

Howrah city belongs to working class and is mostly engaged in different industries 

including jute mills. Many of the children of the urban poor work as ‘table boy’ in 

hotels, tea-stalls, shops etc. 

There is greater concentration of street children in the Howrah railway station 

and in adjoining areas. So it was selected as the spot of intensive field study. 

Howrah railway station since 1854 is considered as the largest railway complex in 

India. Even today it provides shelter to large number of unauthorized people 

including beggars and children in its porches and platforms. Their omnipresence 

in and around the station complex is quite conspicuous and their activities draw 

considerable attention to others. So the present study confined its observations 

mainly among those street children located in this spot. 

Research Methodology 

This study is exploratory in nature.  It makes an attempt to understand the life of 

the street children living in Howrah railway station and in adjoining areas of West 

Bengal. Particularly the Howrah station and its surroundings, within the 

jurisdiction of ward No 19 of Howrah Municipal Corporation, is the place which 

had been selected for the purpose of present study. 
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A large number of street children are always found in and around the Howrah 

station premises.On and average around 170 to 180 street children are found 

around this place of which 75 were selected as informants for in depth interview. 

They were selected randomly from different platforms of Howrah station and 

from its adjoining areas. They were interviewed with an interview schedule. The 

sample survey was conducted on the street children belonging to the age group 

between 6 to 15 years. At the outset a census schedule was administered to make 

a quick enumeration of the street children living in the study area with an aim to 

get an idea about their socio-economic back ground in general. 

Secondly in the present study, an interview schedule, especially designed for the 

street children, was used for data collection.  Other than a census schedule used 

to enumerate the entire population of street children found in the Howrah station 

area there was a special schedule exclusively for the sampled children. Prior to 

the finalization of interview schedule 30 interviews were taken as test cases from 

different places of Howrah station and its surroundings. Accordingly some 

modifications were made wherever required in the interview schedule. At the 

time of interview phase of data collection it was decided to conduct the survey by 

combining observation with interview method.  In the present study, two group 

discussions were organized to discuss and to obtain comments and views of the 

participants on certain specific topics. Data collection continued for a period of 

five months from November 2012. It started fromHowrah station, then Taxi stand, 

Ganga ghat, goods yard, Bus stand, Martin bridge, Tikiapara slum and Sabjee 

market with some intermissions. 
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Before actual data collection,  various spots/ places were visited where the street 

children used to spend most of their time  with the assistance of NGOs working 

for the welfare of the children in the area. Initially they were approached and 

informed about the purpose of the present research and interviewed. A 

structured questionnaire was prepared to interview 25 government officers and 

25 N.G.O representatives to get their opinion on the concerned problem and 

issues. In the present study the collected data were properly coded, edited and 

verified with the help of code design which was prepared exclusively for this 

purpose. Coded data were recorded/ transcribed on separate spread sheets. After 

data entry in computer they  were  analyzed   by using SPSS. 

Major findings 

The results explain several things. The socio-demographic attributes of the street 

children show that majority of them (59%) staying at the Howrah station and its 

adjacent areas belonged to the age group of 9 -12 years and majority (49%) of 

them were found staying in city for more than two years.The field data indicate 

that distance was a factor behind pulling the street children to  Howrah station 

and majority of the street children (71%) were from West  Bengal itself.  By their 

place of origin majority (19 %) of street children were from Howrah district alone. 

It appears that children mainly from the neighbouring districts came to Howrah 

station area and identified it as their place of  stay and earning.   They (55%)  used 

to stay alone (without adult’s presence). On the other hand another 21 per cent  

were in the area with their parents and 11 per cent  with their friends  and peers. 
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In Howrah station area, majority (97%) of the street children  were Indian by 

birth. The Bangladeshi children (1%) were also staying in the station area along 

with the Indian children without any surveillance. 

The male street children (92%) were found numerically more in number in the 

station area than the female street children (8%). By marital statusmost of the 

street children (99%) were unmarried. By religion majority of the respondents 

(68%) were Hindus and (31%) were Muslims. Street children (83%) did not know 

in which caste do they belong. 

As they mostly came from the suburban areas of the Howrah city, rural areas of 

the same district and neighbouring districts, they were not kin-less or friendless. 

They have the social world of their own and which is mainly confined to their 

family and the peer members both kin and non kin. In the residential pattern of 

street children, the kinship and community relations also get reflected. For 

instance Tikiapara and Pilkhana slums are mostly occupied by Muslims whereas 

places like Martin bridge area and Howrah station are occupied by Hindus who 

have migrated from the districts of Bangladesh and parts of West Bengal. On the 

whole the street children are socially rather isolated or alienated from the main 

stream of the children’s life in the city. 

Economic condition of the street children under study revealed that majority of 

the street children in Howrah poverty in family was the main reason of leaving 

their home and they came to Howrah station area in search of employment. 

The employment avenues to the street children in the Howrah city were rather 

limited. The economic opportunities that are available in the city for the street 
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children do not provide any occupational choice.  Economically the street children 

were mostly engaged in diverse activities like rag picking, hotel boy, van pulling, 

begging, collection of old newspapers and empty disposable water bottles.  Rag 

picking was the major economic activity of the street children. It has been  

observed that they had on and an average earning between Rs 1000 to less than 

Rs 2000 in a month and it had gone to a  maximum of Rs 5000.  Of the total  street 

children, only  41 per cent of them had been able to save a little portion of their 

earnings. 

Among the street children majority of them were illiterate. On the other hand 

another portion of them could read and write and they were in touch with non 

formal schools, night shelters, drop-in-shelters of NGOs. 

The survey reveals that 81per cent male and 83 per cent female street children 

were abused by persons like parents, employer, friends, police, relatives and anti 

socials. Female street children had experience of getting abused more by their 

parents than that of the boys. Male children on the other hand were more 

exposed to abuse from multiple sources. 

Most of the street children live in unhygienic condition. Theygot medical 

assistance from the NGOs who are working for the street children. They availed 

the treatment and medicine from outpatient unit of the district hospital. 

Among the street children majority of them used to stay at on footpath, open 

space and especially on railway platform. The children who are platform veterans 

are very difficult to rehabilitate. Majority of male street children liked to go to 

rehabilitation centre. About 50 per cent girl street children want to go to the 



x 
 

rehabilitation centres because they feel that street is not safe place for them.   

What is more important is  though they are suffering from lack of food, lack of 

cloth, lack of shelter, lack of education and others but majority of the street 

children have expectation to get permanent employment somewhere. On the 

other hand another(41%) asked for multiple help like food, employment, shelter, 

education, health services and even repatriation to Bangladesh from the 

government, N.G.Os or other agencies. 

The present study showed that their demographic features, socio- economic 

condition, living arrangement and rehabilitation were all significant predictors for 

their sociological study. 

Conclusion 

The present study describes the main findings of the study and offers some 

recommendations including the kind of interventions that required to deal with   

the problem of street children in Howrah. 

It has been observed that the inequality phenomenon of Pierre Bourdieu (1984) 

could be quite useful while addressing the problem of street children in Howrah. 

Being unprotected and uncared many children of impoverished families are 

compelled to move out from the family and reach at a vulnerable situation. 

They start staying in places like street, railway platform, footpath, under flyover, 

etc. leaving the so called ‘ideal family situation’.  The problem is intimately 

associated with the socio-economic structure of the society and the cultural 

framework in which the children of the poor, oppressed and deprived sections are 

reared and socialized. For these children there were several direct and immediate 
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reasons of being on the street. Those included poverty, child abuse whether by 

the family or at work, family neglect to child and few others. The other related 

important factors were low family income and education,  disorganised  family, 

school drop-outs, larger family size and the ineffective role of family to look after 

the basic needs and interests of the children. 

The interesting finding in this present research reveals that our constitutional 

framework and emerging policies have been developed taking cognizance of the 

rights of the child but the failure by the state to implement effective programmes 

makes these rights hollow and meaningless. 

From this study the researcher could find out that the state at national and local 

level should worktogether to reduce poverty, family stress and breakdown 

andcould prevent more children from joining the ranks of those living on the 

streets. 

There must be a willingness to unlearn and relearn to take on new roles in the 

work with children and to establish new partnerships between the state and civil 

society.  All these findings clearly indicate that social support plays a very 

important role to prevent more street children in future. 
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PREFACE 

Street children phenomenon is not new in India. The care and protection for 

street children in India are grim. The analysis of the global balance sheet indicates 

that over the past decade the situation of such children has deteriorated. Howrah 

is a district of West Bengal and it is not free from that problem. In Howrah the 

greater concentration of street children is seen especially in Howrah railway 

station and its adjoining areas. 

Many schemes or services adopted previously show that those services in India 

failed to satisfy the need of that critical mass. Through this research work an 

attempt has been made to examine their socio economic background, underlying 

causes of leaving the home, their work, activities, nature of participation in 

informal economy, problem faced by them and their rehabilitation. Efforts have 

been made to describe the text of this problem rationally, understand the pretext 

of the problem in depth, to analyze this phenomenon in the sociological context 

and write its subtext with proper justification. 

I express my profound gratitude and indebtedness to Prof. Rajatsubhra 

Mukhopadhyay, Department of Sociology, North Bengal University for reading my 

write up line by line, listening to my arguments, offering illuminating comments 

including an aptitude for research in me and above all his immense fatherly 

tolerance. 

I express my heartfelt gratitude to all members of faculty of the Department of 

Sociology, North Bengal University, for the help and support they extend to me in 

course of present work. 
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Chapter I 

INTRODUCTION 

The present dissertation is a sociological study of street children in Howrah 

district of West Bengal. It aims to enquire about their socio economic background, 

underlying causes of leaving the home, their work, activities, nature of 

participation in informal economy; problems faced by them and of course their 

rehabilitation. 

The Background  

In an ideal family situation it is expected that a child would stay with his / her 

parents in a house. Child is innocent, energetic, enthusiastic and impressionable. 

S/he is always lovable and admirable. ‘The child is no doubt happy in the familial 

and loving atmosphere of home. It is quite likely that he may be destructive in 

some of his activities and grow obstinate and peevish in the absence of proper 

guidance and midst of too many don’ts. There should be sweet reasonableness in 

the home environment to influence the growth of the child’ (Vyas, 1939:157). A 

child certainly needs care and protection in the process of his/ her upbringing. 

Baker and Panter-Brick(2000) describe that a child is entitled to have a safe and 

secure environment and caring parents, only then a child can develop to his/ her 

full potential, in terms of educational achievement, economic security, healthy 

attachments and practices.  

In reality the children of the marginalized and impoverished sections are the 

victims of the system where they are compelled to fight for their survival. Their 

family could not provide them their basic needs and requirements. Many of them 
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thus turned into street children. The inequality phenomenon has been well 

perceived by French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu (1984) while addressing this 

problem. Being unprotected and uncared many children of impoverished families 

are compelled to move out from the family and reach at a vulnerable situation. 

They start staying in places like street, railway platform, footpath, under flyover, 

etc. leaving their parents behind. In this process the number of street children 

increases over time. 

 The critical mass of street children in developing world is growing, giving them ‘a 

visibility difficult to ignore’ (Cosgrove, 1990:185). Children are coming to cities in 

response to rapid urbanization and the ‘bright-lights’ syndrome, combined with 

reduced state capacity and socio-economic restructuring which has left families 

impoverished, forcing children to eke out a living on the streets (Payne, 2004). 

These children remain at the street with lot of vulnerability. 

Of the varied cases of victims of modern city life the most pathetic is that of the 

‘street children’. The country as the foster-parent and the society, as the 

guardian, of the children of the city, are alike responsible for the causes that lead 

to their dependency, delinquency and degradation. These children as a 

community is deprived of family, secure housing and as a consequence of that, 

they are further deprived of education. They are socially excluded from 

thecommunity( Srivastava, 2013:503). 

The government of India has introduced several schemes for rehabilitation of the 

street children as laid down in the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act 2000. That includes restoration of those children from their 

vulnerability and put them to their family, adoption of the unwanted new born 



3 
 

babies, foster care of the orphan, semi orphan and destitute children, after care 

of the young adult and counselling of the young urchins. This Act gives special 

emphasis to the rehabilitation and social integration of the children and has 

provided for institutional and non-institutional measures for the care and 

protection of children. Non institutional alternatives include adoption, foster care, 

sponsorship and after care. This act also envisages a system of partnerships with 

local communities and local governments to implement the legislation (Sharma, 

2010:353). 

The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) in 2009-10 introduced a 

comprehensive scheme, the ‘Integrated Child Protection Scheme’ (ICPS) under 

which financial and technical support is provided to the State Government/UT 

Administrations. ICPS brings several existing child protection programmme under 

one umbrella. Those include (i) Programme for Juvenile Justice (ii) An Integrated 

Programme for Street Children and (iii) Scheme for Assistance to Homes 

(SishuGreh) to promote adoption (Ministry of Women and Child Development, 

2012). The goal of this scheme is the prevention of destitution and withdrawal of 

children from a life on the street and their placement into national mainstream. 

This scheme provides shelter, nutrition, health care, sanitation and hygiene, safe 

drinking water, education, recreational facilities and protection against abuse and 

exploitation.  

An agency was set up in 1990 to work as an autonomous body in facilitating 

adoption of children from poor families. It was suppose to regulates and monitors 

the working of recognized agencies engaged in intra-country and inter-country 

adoption. From a government report it appears that as against the target of 
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10000 adoptions to be completed during the first two years of the Eleventh plan, 

only 6254 adoptions were actually materialized. In a country where there are so 

many destitute children living in distresses circumstances this number was 

inadequate (Mid-Term Appraisal of the Eleventh Five Years Plan, 2011: 244). 

Street Children: A Social Phenomenon 

The sense of euphoria that emanated from the 1979 International year of the 

child has almost completely dissipated as countries throughout the world have 

struggled with the effects of a worldwide economic recession. The stresses 

brought about by this recession have resulted in an abandonment of poor by the 

governments of almost every country, in favour of maintaining, or indeed even 

improving, the benefits accruing to the ruling elite. The evidence is overwhelming. 

Children, as a sub-class, have experienced a devastating downturn in social 

mobility. Poor children have become poorer and many children of the lower-

middle class have become poor. Even more disappointing is that this 

development has been greeted with a stunning degree of apathy on the part of 

many of those responsible for framing social policy. For many others, such 

developments have been welcomed and deliberately used as a means of social 

control (Jupp, 1990:131). 

In the rights based approach, the children should be in a position to formulate for 

them what their interest are, rather than to leave them to others to determine.  

Rights based approach is progressive and represents a welcome step forward 

from a dependency model of childhood. There are potential problems when it 

comes to address a subset of needs associated with street living children who are 

distinct from those living within well established social and political structures. It 
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is obviously true that most of the principles of the convention of the rights of the 

children are enshrined, in the childhood and family welfare, which ultimately 

conceptualized in the stable nuclear family in particular and joint family in 

general. In addition to that children can get care and protection from the blood 

relations as well as the non-blood relations.  

 Much socialization process also takes place outside of the family. It may true that 

many interventions of street children’s rehabilitation model operates through the 

rescue approach which ultimately creates a dependency model. This defines that 

the rehabilitation of street children is being done within the institutional 

framework and such approach fails to challenge the social and political order. We 

may categorize the street children into two types i.e. the children who share the 

family responsibility and a section who are seen as truly abandoned. The second 

category is defined to include those with no contact and those with some contact 

with their families. Many street children have made a conscious decision to 

abandon their families for different reasons that may vary from escaping abuse, 

work and others. These children require a different form of protection within a 

different legal framework (Slater, 2000). 

Street Children: The Nomenclatures 

The phenomenon of street children is not new in India. Many scholars have 

written about the street children and their misery. Street children are addressed 

with different nomenclatures such as rag pickers, homeless, bhavaghure 

(destitute), bejanma (bastard), haghare (homeless), runaway, throwaways in 

India. 



6 
 

 In developing countries, like Kenya, they are called as Parking boys, in the 

Philippines they are known as Pogey-boys, in Brazil they are called as Pivets. 

Interestingly, in Peru they are popularly known as Pajaro-fruteromeaning fruit 

bird, in Colombia, Gamin meaning kid having negative connotation. In Zaire, these 

children are called as Moineaoxmeaning chicks (Behura and Mohanty, 2005: 3-4). 

In Bangladesh, they are called as Tokai. 

Street Children: Definitions and Concepts 

According to Agnelli (1986) ‘A street child or street youth is any minor for whom 

the street (in the widest sense of the word, including unoccupied dwellings, 

wasteland, etc.) has become his or her habitual abode, and who is without 

adequate protection’ (Agrawal, 2003:19). Tacon (1989) defines the term ‘street 

children’ as ‘the poor who have been abandoned and the poorest of poor, the 

children who have been cast into the streets’ which indicates children who do not 

get their due from their homes and are compelled to find their haven on the 

streets (Agrawal, 2003: 19). 

United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) in 1988 

explains street children as, ‘… those for whom the street (in the widest sense of 

the word; i.e., unoccupied dwellings, waste land, etc. …) is more than their family, 

has become their real home, a situation in which there is no protection, 

supervision or direction from responsible adults’  (Behura and Mohanty, 2005: 4). 

UNICEF (1988) also states the term street children in another way: ‘The term 

denotes not only a place of congregation, but also a certain set of working 

conditions. The vast majority are on the street to make a living for their families 

and/ or themselves. The return may be paltry, and may be in kind or in cash. For 
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these children the street is above all a work place. Second, they spend large 

amount of time in the street frequently because of the low returns on their 

labour. Third, most make their way in the informal sector as petty hawkers, shoe-

shine boys, scavengers of raw material or even thieves and street prostitutes. 

Forth, by the nature of their work and life, they are normally on their own, largely 

unprotected by adults. For these reasons, above all others, they are vulnerable to 

many dangers and abuses, and they tend to receive few services essential to their 

protection and development’. 

 UNICEF conceptualized street children as children in difficult conditions. It may 

be divided in to four categories: (I) some children treat street as their work place, 

(II) they are compelled to work longtime as they are involved in the low-graded 

income, (III) these children are usually choosing such job where money may not 

be involved, (IV) these children are more vulnerable and may be exploited by 

adults. 

Defence for Children International (DCI) (1988) has described street children in 

the following terms: ‘Child workers are highly visible in many cities not only at 

market place but on almost every street corner, from shoe-shine boys to 

newspaper or magazine hawkers, cigarette vendors and all manner of peddlers or 

messenger boys, waiters in virtually every restaurant or coffee house to helpers 

in all sorts of shops or establishments. They can be seen guarding parked cars, 

collecting garbage, transporting material at construction sites, working at 

automobile repair shops or gas stations and sweeping floors in office buildings. 

More significantly, they work in many places less obvious to the public eyes, in 
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the myriad of small factories or industries tucked into back streets or alleys of the 

cities, weaving carpets and performing all sorts of other tasks’. 

Categories of Street Children 

Tikhomirov, Shveitser and Shabalow (1926) have identified five layers of 

homelessness in children. The first type was made up of children only recently 

separated from their families; they had suffered minimal harm and could very 

probably be considered as normal children. The second group consisted of those 

children who had been self-sufficient on the streets for a while and who were still 

attracted by the excitement of street life, but who had not turned to prostitution 

or crime to support them. These children were seen as salvageable, but such work 

would be more difficult than that with the first group and would required 

separate schools for a time.  The third type had become criminals in order to 

survive and therefore needed extensive rehabilitation efforts. This group was 

sometimes referred to as morally defective, meaning that these children no 

longer had attitudes and social habits within the range considered normal. The 

forth group, dismissed as uninteresting from a pedagogical point of view was the 

small number of orphans whose initial upbringing had taken place in the former 

imperial orphanages. The last one was the most serious and the most hopeless for 

rehabilitation: adolescents who had spent many years on the streets and who 

were deeply acquainted with and experienced in all the negative aspects of the 

milieu (Stolee, 1988: 66).  

The United Kingdom Committee (1980) for UNICEF identifies three categories of 

street children as follows: 
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A) The children on the street: These children are keeping close contact with their 

family. They are not going to the school regularly. They are not going for the 

work regularly also. They usually work at the day time and return at home at 

night time after finishing their work. The committee saw that seventy five per 

cent of children were coming under this category. These children have their 

sense of belongingness with their neighbours.  Their life cycle is still family 

oriented. 

B) The children of the street: Though they have their own family but they are not 

keeping regular touch with them. They feel street as their home. They are 

purely street involved. The committee opined that twenty per cent of children 

were under this category. They are more critical in nature. They use street as 

their place of stay, place to collect food and lead a family life with other 

companion on the street. They are not abandoned by the family but they 

abandoned their family.  

C) Abandoned children: This group is completely parentless. They do not have 

any link with their own biological parents.  Most of the missing, orphan, lost, 

ran away, abused children are coming under this category. These children 

suffer from deep emotional disturbance. The committee opined that rest, five 

per cent of children were coming under this category.  

Nye and Edelbrock (1980) and Richter (1989) who have classified the street 

children as comprising of two different categories, they are either ‘runaways’ or 

‘throwaways’. Runaways are the children who voluntarily leave parental home 

without permission. Throwaways are those who leave home because their 

parents have actually encouraged them to leave, have abandoned them, or have 

subjected them to abuse and neglect.  
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The increased number of street children has prompted various attempts to define 

it. Dated definitions such as children of and on the street have been criticized for 

failing to embrace the wider domain of a street child’s life including their 

occupation of family homes, institutions and non government organizations 

(NGOs), as well as street spaces. Furthermore, as Glauser (1990) has argued, 

children on the street share much of the life of children of the street. Others have 

deemed the term ‘street child’ itself inappropriate because it is inextricably tied-

up with negative perceptions of street children as criminals, prostitutes and drug 

addicts. However, as Shanahan (1998, 2003) asserts, the term ‘street child’ is not 

necessarily insulting for the children themselves (Payne, 2004). Another criticism 

of Shanahan is to be taken into consideration that street children means street 

children including all children and youth for whom the street is the major player 

in their lives and which acknowledges the fact that even if a child lives with a 

parent, guardian, relative or friend and works on the street all day ‘…he does not 

bring that sleeping place to the street; he brings the street back to the sleeping 

place’ (Shanahan, 2003:7).  

Street Children in the Global Context 

The vulnerability of children indicates particularly a worldwide dismayed situation 

and is alarming the common mass to rethink on our existing provisions or its 

implementations. UNICEF has recently estimated that worldwide there were 80 

million children without families who were living on the streets. Twenty million of 

them are in Asia, 10 million in Africa and the Middle East, and 40 million in Latin 

America (Aptekar, 1991: 326).  There are approximately 150 million street 

children in the world according to the estimation of United Nation (UN) source. 
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They are on the street as they are chased by their family violence, death of their 

parents, drug and alcohol abuse, war, family breakdown, socio-economic 

collapse, natural disaster etc., which ultimately forced them to choose professions 

like begging, hawking, rag picking etc.   

Countries like Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Cameroon, Costa Rica, 

Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Germany, Ghana, Haiti, India, Kenya, 

Lithuania, Mali, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, Namibia, Pakistan, Palestinian 

Autonomous Territories, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russia, 

Senegal, Serbia, South Africa, Sri-Lanka, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Vietnam, 

Zambia, Zimbabwe are the most affected countries in the world facing the 

problem of street children. 

In 2003, UNICEF estimated that there were at least 100 million street children in 

the world, but it is not based on any actual studies or surveys. 

Street Children in India 

In 1994, UNICEF estimated that there were 11 million street children in India 

(United Nations Children’s Fund 2010). This number is said to be a drastic under-

estimation. 

The character of street children in India varies across cities and regions. A 

majority of these children are boys. It is also important to note that girl street 

children are often not found in visible spaces and hence hard to trace. Age wise 

40 per cent of the street children are between 11-15 years while another 33 per 

cent are between 6-10 years age group. A study found that majority (89.8 %) of 

the children live on the street with their parents/family. Almost 50 per cent of 
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street children are self-employed as rag-pickers, hawkers, and shoeshine boys, 

while others work in shops and establishments. Their work hours range between 

10-13 hours a day (www.childlineindia.org.in accessed on 23.11.2014). 

In the 2007 MWCD report on child abuse found 65.9 per cent of the street 

children lived with their families. Out of these children, 51.84 per cent slept on 

the side-walks, 17.48 per cent slept in shelters and 30.67 per cent slept in other 

locations such as under flyovers and bridges, railway platforms, bus stops, parks, 

market places, etc. and 66.8 per cent of children reported being physically abused 

by family members and others. The Indian Embassy estimated 314,700 street 

children in cities like Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, and Kanpur, Bangalore and 

Hyderabad and around 100,000 street children in Delhi(www.childlineindia.org.in 

accessed on 23.11.14.). 

Recently a rapid assessment survey (RAS) of street involved children in 16 cities of 

India (2013) was done by Don Bosco National Forum for the Young at Risk (YaR), 

New Delhi. The survey report of that rapid assessment shows that a total of 1, 

29,896 street involved children with boys 90,122 and 39,774 girls in 16 cities (see 

Table 1.1).  

Among the 16 Indian cities Delhi (69976) accounts for more than 50 per cent of 

the total street involved children. Mumbai (16059), Kolkata (8287) and Bangalore 

(7523) together account for a quarter of the total street involved children (RAS 

2013:22). 

http://www.childlineindia.org.in/
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Table 1.1 

City wise distribution of street involved children in India, 2013 

CITY Boys 
below 

8 yrs 

Girls 
below 

8 yrs 

Boys 

9-11 

Girls 

9-11 

Boys 

12-15 

Girls 

12-15 

Boys 

16-17 

Girls 

16-17 

Boys 

With 

Disability 

Girls 

With 

Disability 

Total 

Bangalore 1313 964 1198 581 1432 565 1076 317 58 19 7523 

Baroda 523 257 465 226 329 177 321 110 13 7 2428 

Chandigarh 414 221 476 254 428 237 238 51 3 1 2323 

Chennai 448 236 412 189 382 177 369 135 16 10 2374 

Delhi 8444 5373 18047 5940 13284 5713 9481 3408 141 145 69976 

Dimapur 713 291 493 112 398 66 268 97 17 0 2455 

Goa 285 184 222 136 165 111 122 58 4 0 1287 

Guwahati 934 711 628 355 1427 1064 333 76 6 0 5534 

Hyderabad 391 154 374 86 373 61 274 52 15 17 1797 

Imphal 122 85 130 87 206 58 145 9 8 1 851 

Kolkata 1689 793 1609 622 1638 477 1180 254 24 1 8287 

Mumbai 2539 1444 2865 1422 3048 1403 2314 974 39 11 16059 

Salem 1064 800 811 559 761 409 798 531 12 7 5752 

Shillong 237 64 191 66 152 43 77 23 17 2 872 

Trivandrum 38 37 8 8 10 2 31 5 0 1 140 

Vijayawada 336 220 309 137 516 190 419 78 26 7 2238 

Total 19490 11834 28238 10780 24549 10753 17446 6178 399 229 129896 

Source: Rapid Assessment Survey of Street Involved Children in 16 cities of India (2013) Don Bosco National Forum for the Young at 

Risk (YaR)
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The last official estimate on the numbers of street children across India was 

11,000,000. It is estimated that across 50 main railway stations, at least 70,000 

and perhaps up to 120000 (alone or unaccompanied by family) arrive onto the 

platforms every year (Harper and Iyer, 2013: 1). 

Jaimala Hitesh says that there are 18,000,000 street children in India, which 

presumably includes those who live and work on railway platforms. In 2006, 

UNICEF estimated that there were 11,000,000 such children in India (Harper and 

Iyer, 2013: 10-11).  

Street Children in West Bengal 

 No comprehensive survey report is available on West Bengal with reference to 

street children. No proper enumeration of street children has been done neither 

at the government level nor by any other agencies.  Only one official survey was 

available which was conducted by Lareto Day School (LDS), Sealdha in 1999. It was 

an initiation of Calcutta Municipal Corporation (CMC) to estimate the number of 

non school going children in the age group of 3-14 years.  It initiated a survey of 

the street and slum settlements in all the wards (from 1 to 141) of the city. The 

report reveals that there were 1,44,945 children aged 3-14 not in school 

(Calcutta’s Deprived Urban Children, 1999) (see Table  1.2).  
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Table 1.2 

Age wise distribution of Non school going children in Calcutta Municipal 

Corporation, 1999 

Results at a glance 

Of 1,82,726 Families Children : Total No. Children: Not in 
School 

Percentage not in 
school 

3-4 years 70,465 50,781 72% 

5-9 years 1,72,011 44,646 25% 

10-14  years 1,72,014 49,518 28.8% 

 4,14,490 1,44,945  

(Source: Calcutta’s Deprived Urban Children 1999: 6) 

The majority of them do not go to school because they keep them engaged to 

earn money to support their family/ parents. From all considerations, they live in 

a vulnerable situation (see Table 1. 3). 

Table 1.3 

Reason for why children are not in school under 141 wards in Calcutta Municipal 

Corporation, 1999 

 3-4 Years 
old 

5-9 Years 
old 

10-14 Years 
Old 

 

Reason Girls Boys Gorls Boys Girls Boys Total 

 A B C D E F  

1.School not there 4649 3814 2203 1975 2787 3762 19190 

2. Language not suitable 1069 739 754 586 679 429 4256 

3. Requirements of school eg. 
books etc. impossible to meet 

5562 4709 4953 3724 3725 4213 26886 

4. No food 3301 2800 2054 2073 918 883 12029 

5. Cannot be regular 515 485 901 494 338 408 141 
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6. School irrelevant 298 311 477 369 237 247 1939 

7. School Boring 3186 2827 1917 2905 2000 3120 15955 

8. Community prejudice 189 132 151 65 324 217 1078 

9. Social discrimination 115 123 86 57 118 78 577 

10. School timing unsuitable 371 404 1689 876 1988 2297 7625 

11.Has to look after siblings 668 276 828 108 959 417 3256 

12. Has look after house 26 35 1906 535 4486 2840 9828 

13. Has to earn money 81 94 2481 3342 5294 8217 19509 

14.Has to beg 115 99 336 456 219 291 1576 

15. Gender discrimination 124 51 209 80 265 35 764 

16.Prefers to play 4351 3971 1807 2233 404 899 13665 

(Calcutta’s Deprived Urban Children 1999: 13) 

 

Studies of Street Children: A Brief Review 

There are some studies on street children in India. They help us in understanding 

this problem and in locating solution from multiple angles. In the following 

section an attempt has been made to briefly review the main findings of some of 

the studies for a better comprehension of the problem under consideration.  

ReshmiAgrawal (2003) in her study explores the scope of street children’s 

rehabilitation and integration into the mainstream society. She has identified 

multiple causes behind ‘why are they on the streets’. She thinks that more than 

anything else street children are a product of urban apathy and indifference. It is 

closely associated with inefficient urban planning and implementation. The 

author notes that poverty of parents, failures of educational system and natural 

calamities are a few compelling factors to push the children to street. She 

observes that there are numerous legislative measures to protect children’s rights 
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in India while the authorities are lacking in its’ proper execution. The author 

assumes that even if the laws are implemented with the best of intentions, they 

touch only a part of the problem. The street children may have the deviance in 

terms of social pathology but they treasure their self respect and their own value 

system. Here the author takes an attempt to compare the intelligence level of 

street children with that of normal school going children. It shows that the 

children who are attending normal schools and having a normal family life are 

more intelligent that the street children. Out of these the street children engaged 

as rag-pickers have low intelligence than those who are involved in other 

activities such as boot polishing, may be because the former are usually from a 

relatively lower socio-economic level. 

RajatsubhraMukhopadhyaya (1995) in his paper ‘A portrayal of homeless people 

in Calcutta’ quotes the views of the street dwellers which can be used in 

formulating any government policy. He quotes homeless person who said ‘who 

bothers for us and our children?  If our children become educated, how the city 

people will get cheap labour and maid servants? Taking advantage of our 

ignorance, illiteracy, helplessness and powerlessness the city people will 

mercilessly cheat and exploit us. We don’t have any other alternatives but to be 

exploited by others. So our future is totally dark and there is not a bit of hope to 

see the light of a ‘new life’. But we don’t want that our children should suffer in 

the same way as we have. We all like to see them as happy, healthy and good 

citizens. But will our system of economy and society allow it?’  

A.Ghosh (1992) offers a nice profile of Kolkata city and the street children’s 

perception of the city.  He writes ‘To him (street child) this city is neither a city of 
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joy nor a dying one but a place which has given him means of his survival but 

nothing else’. The author of this book has made a good attempt to understand 

the concept of street children from diverse perspectives. 

Nandana Reddy (1992) in her study offers some new interpretations of street 

children. She gives definition and a typology of street children and discussed 

about the magnitude and extent of the problem they faced in Bangalore. Her 

study attempts to locate the genesis of the problem and the struggle of the street 

children for survival. She made an assessment of the existing essential services 

which are available to the street children and the concern of the state 

government/ municipal bodies/ non government organization (NGOs) in respect 

to street children. The study gives some valuable recommendations for the 

benefit of the street children in general.   

Rita Panicker and Kalpana Desai’s (1993) study is an attempt to address the 

problem of street children and in particular helps in formulating relevant 

programmes for the street girls. The study provides family profile and socio-

economic characteristics of the street girls and identifies their perceived needs in 

the domain of nutrition, education, protection, vocational training and placement.  

The extent of assistance and services extended to the street girls from local 

agencies have also been taken care of quite elaborately in this study. 

 A. Selva Kumar in the article entitled ‘Street Children in Tamilnadu’ (2009) 

examines the plight of street children, especially the children who need care and 

protection, their problems and offers some solutions for their rehabilitation. The 

study mainly focused on the street children in the state of Tamil Nadu and 

particularly on those who are staying in the urban pockets, work under poor, 
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exploited and swindled for their vulnerability. He claims that street children are 

working in the streets as beggars, rag pickers, hawkers, shop assistants, cooks, 

waiters, head loaders, shoe-shiners and vendors.  The author classified the street 

children into four types, namely, the male street child, the female street child, the 

street child who lives with his or her family and street child who lives without his 

or her family. The male street children are found mostly engaged in rag picking, 

metal and scrap collection, hotel cleaning. A section of them works as hawkers 

and construction labourers. The female street children on the other hand are 

engaged in household activities, baby sitting, washing cloths and utensils, 

procuring water and fire woods for their homes. They also work hard like the 

male street children.  The author also identifies the causes of their vulnerability. 

He brings forth the magnitude of police harassment on them. The author 

highlights the deplorable and miserable conditions of street children, in terms of 

food, education and lack of proper rehabilitation policy on the part of the 

government. 

B.Vanita’s article on ‘Street Children: Facts and Issues’ (2009) provides valuable 

insights on street children of Coimbatore city. She argues that the major 

consequences of the process of urbanization and industrialization are the growing 

population of urban poor in the cities. Rural people migrate to cities and 

ultimately settle down in slums, shanties, etc. The author claims that a more 

serious and vulnerable group of the urban poor that is growing rapidly in the big 

cities is that of street children and working children, with a home or without a 

home. She observes that the problem of street children is a global one and exists 

in both developed as well as developing countries, with a difference in its size and 

magnitude. The author is in view that although efforts are being made through 
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urban planning and urban community development to supply the basic services 

and amenities of life to slum dwellers in order to improve their quality of life, the 

challenges are of a big magnitude in size that often eludes the planners. The 

author identifies three categories of street children. They are children on the 

street, children of the street and abandoned children. She assessed the status of 

street children in terms of their physical condition, concern for family, society, 

education, number of working hours/ days, daily food intake etc. The street 

children live in an unhealthy condition and many of them suffer from cold and 

cough, finds difficult to breathe, skin diseases, underweight, stomach pain, 

swollen eyes but tidy and decently dressed. They do not want to go to school and 

mostly illiterate.  They work for six to twelve hours in a day.  

KathakaliMitra and Sibnath Deb’s paper ‘Stories of Street Children: Findings from 

a Field Study’ (2004) provides a survey of forty street children. The study 

identifies the factors like family discord, domestic abuse, abandonment, eviction 

and poverty that pushed the children to the street. The authors expressed their 

anxiety over improper implementation of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act, 2000 which Indian parliament approved to protect children’s rights. 

They think that more infrastructure facilities along with proper planning and 

management are required for doing justice to neglected Juveniles. 

 The authors explain that life on the street exposes children to different 

exploitative and life threatening situations. Some are fortunate enough to come 

in contact with welfare agencies but majority are still in expectation that their 

living condition might improve. Ultimately the story remains the same. The 

authors claim that if these children are retained in schools where they receive 
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meals and health care facilities, they may not have drifted into this vulnerable life 

situation. The authors claim that some of welfare organizations depute their 

volunteers in the railway platforms to identify wandering/ street children who are 

in need of services and place them in their residential institutions. They also tell 

that among the NGOs who work for the welfare of disadvantaged children, few of 

them still suffer from some limitations like of proper planning in designing 

intervention programmes, lack of coordination among the staff and between 

NGOs and improper utilization of resources.   

Asha J Rane in her paper on ‘Hamara Club: A Project for Street Children’ (2000) 

offers an alternative model of rehabilitation of street children which is designed 

by Tata Institute of Social Science, Mumbai. The author argues that the main 

reason which prompts children to run away from their homes is not mere poverty 

but also unhappy home conditions, parental neglect and cruel treatment by step 

parents. She claims that professional social work intervention strategies are 

necessary to address their needs. Institutions of social work education play a very 

significant role in addressing the needs of street children in many ways through 

their field action projects, research, training of functionaries and forum for street 

children. 

 The Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) in responding to the problem of street 

children, has adopted a field action project, called Hamara club for street 

children.  The overall goal of the project is targeted to develop and empower the 

children on the streets. The major trust of the project is to provide professional 

social work interventions to this specific target group, who is deprived of basic 

needs of shelter, health, education and loving care. The author describes 
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Humaraclub as basically a community-based model with a special emphasis on 

the ‘contact programme’. Through an outreach programme and street presence, 

the social workers contact children living and working on the streets. They gain an 

insight into their problems and specific needs and motivate them to use the 

various services for their welfare and development provided in the contact 

centres established not too far from the place of their stay/ work. Self-referrals 

are encouraged and a child-to child approach is promoted. The main emphasis of 

the contact programme is on creating awareness among street children about 

their life and work situation, enabling them to have access to basic services of 

health, education, vocational training and recreation. As these children live in 

groups working with the group is more effective than working in one-to-one 

situation. Children and youth (ex-beneficiaries) are involved in planning and 

implementation the ongoing activities of the contact centres. Their own 

involvement in the decision-making for their own lives is crucial for the success of 

such an endeavour. In that sense, it is an effective strategy to protect their right 

of participation. This article gives a new direction for the rehabilitation of street 

children and it also highlights the influence of the professional social work 

institution in the same context. 

Richard Slater’s paper ‘The Convention on the Rights of the Child: Implications for 

Street Children’ (2000) focuses on the rights of the children, especially the street 

children. It provides a comprehensive framework addressing rights relating to 

children’s needs for care, protection and development and participation. The 

convention on the rights is a binding international instrument requiring an active 

standard to which governments should aspire. Its significance is that it represents 

a beacon which highlights fundamental rights of children. The article examines 
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this point in terms of the following: rights based approach, the potential impact of 

the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the question of law enforcement 

and the particular needs of the street children.  In the rights based approach, the 

author suggests that the children should be in a position to formulate for them 

what their needs and interests are, rather than to leave them to others to decide.  

He claims that rights based approach is progressive and represents a welcome 

step toward a dependency model of childhood. There are potential problems 

when it comes to address a subset of needs associated with street living children 

who are distinct from those living within well established social and political 

structures.  

It is obviously true that most of the principles of the Convention on the Rights of 

the Children are enshrined in the childhood and family welfare which ultimately 

conceptualized in the stable nuclear family in particular and joint family in 

general. In addition to that children can get care and protection from kin as well 

as non-kin members. So home may not be the only place for the children’s 

socialization or learning. Much socialization may take place outside of the family. 

He claims that many interventions of street children’s rehabilitation model 

operates through the rescue approach which ultimately creates a dependency 

model. This emerges the rehabilitation of street children within the institutional 

framework and such approach fails to challenge the social and political order. 

 The author classifies the street children into two categories: (a) who share with 

the family responsibility for wrong on the streets and (b) a smaller number who 

are truly abandoned. The second category is defined to include those with no 

contact and those with some contact with their families. Many street children 
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have made a conscious decision to abandon their families for different reasons 

that may vary from escaping abuse, work and others. In such circumstances the 

author observes that these children require a different form of protection within 

a different legal framework. 

Behura and Mohanty (2005) in their book Urbanization, Street Children and their 

Problems identify street children phenomenon as one of the byproducts of the 

urbanization process in developing countries, especially in eastern India. The book 

deals with the motive of the street children  behind coming over to urban centres, 

educational and occupational profile of their parents, their family size, category, 

shelter of the street children, educational and occupational pattern, expenditure 

and savings, occupational hazards, appropriation of earnings of these children by 

their parents, nourishment and addictive behaviors, health and hygiene, 

educational choice, future perspectives, attitudes of public towards the street 

children etc. Apart from all these, the book also speaks about the pre and post- in 

dependence legislations on these children, UN’S convention on rights of the child 

(UNCRC), national plan of action, state plan of action, welfare agencies working 

for betterment of these children. In this book the authors examine nicely how 

rural poor transforms into urban poor. They explain that street children are 

becoming individualistic in nature because of a number of entangled factors like 

large family size coupled with appalling poverty and lack of easy and quick 

approach to earn sufficiently for the whole family. Thus the point of vulnerability 

of the child begins. The identity of the street children is well described in this 

book keeping in mind its national and international connotation. The book covers 

a study of street children in Bhubaneswar city of Odisha.  
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Malcom Harper and LalithaIyer’s (2013) book entitled Rescuing Railway Children: 

Reuniting Families from India’s Railway Platforms is basically a study document of 

one reputed NGO named Sathi. The book offers many valuable insights on 

situation of railway children in India, the challenges they face on the platform and 

thereafter, the remedy adopted by the NGO Sathi in reuniting them with their 

families.  

The policies, rules and regulations on child protection relevant for such children 

on railway platforms and the activities of agencies like National Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), the district-level Child Welfare 

Committees(CWC),  government Children’s Homes are described elaborately. The 

gaps between resources available and the needs of the children are discussed at 

length. 

The book gives a direction to  how  outreach workers have  to develop and build 

rapport with potential stakeholders  like the police and vendors and be on guard 

against others who may be interested in grabbing new arrivals ( such as child 

traffickers and the older children’s platform gangs). It offers a picture of their 

grooming process at the open shelter before sending them back to their home.  

The authors show their enthusiasm about the success of the reintegration camps 

for these children in particular.  They further explain that these processes helped 

thousands of children for their family reunifications.    

The Theoretical Frame of Reference 

The phenomenon of street children is observable and sensible. It is neither an 

idea nor being constructed in any abstract term.  It has no tangibility but it has the 

reality. This phenomenon has the externality and it is given. This phenomenon of 
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street children is not created by the individual itself. It is not created forcibly. This 

situation is also linked to other social facts like poverty, migration, displacement 

etc.    

In case of the street children their primary needs are not met up by their families. 

They do not go to school. They do not go to playground to play. They are engaged 

in clandestine activities like fighting, gambling, snatching, stealing, bag-lifting etc. 

So certain circumstances compel them to adopt a deviant life style for their 

survival. The lack of orientation to institutionalized social life leads to disorder. It 

is true that without proper orientation, one cannot expect order and from which 

the street children exactly suffer. 

We can also look into the question of anomie from the point of view of ‘value’. 

Here one may be curious to know how street children have lost their moral 

values. They are addicted and delinquent. Street children are physically and 

sexually abused by adults discarding all the ethical values of the society. 

According to Emile Durkheim(1893) the people are expected to follow the 

accepted norms of the greater society. Norms are some kind of informal rules and 

a consensus about the way people are supposed to behave socially in society. It is 

therefore expected that children will stay with their family. A kind of anomic 

situation occurs when children are on the street or live without family. It violates 

the prevalent norms of the socialization of children in conventional terms in 

family setting and their upbringing in the family of orientation. A family’s inability 

to provide the material needs and support to a child can create insecurity and 

affect the amount of control that the family could normally exert over the child. In 

such a situation s/he started looking for material support and security from 
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outside the home. Family environment providing street children may be analyzed 

with reference to a broken home, family tension, paternal rejection, paternal 

control and family economy. The young star does not feel secure and content in 

the tension filled family environment. Such a family could not provide conducive 

atmosphere to satisfy the basic needs of child rearing. The children in the family 

where the parents are constantly in conflict make them quite helpless and often 

compelled them to leave the family with great frustration and uncertainty. 

From structural-functional point of view, family is considered as collective means 

to meet individual biological needs. Later social needs were also got 

accommodated with the biological needs which ultimately gives the family a 

unique functional entity. The failure of family to cater the need of the street 

children at home may be well perceived from the structural-functional 

perspectives. To put it in other words, the street children phenomenon is an 

obvious expression where their family failed to discharge their functional 

responsibilities and obligations.   

The phenomenon of street children could be examined from Marxist point of 

view. The number of the street children grows with increasing exploitation of 

child labour. In unorganized sector, collection of empty bottles, newspapers, iron 

scraps and others by the street children are being sold to the middle men who 

exploit them mercilessly. Many industries are purchasing those items for recycling 

from these intermediaries by low price and making recycle products profitable 

one. So the recycling industries swell large profits with corresponding exploitation 

of proletariat (street children). On the other hand, the recycle industries, the 

owners of the means of production are reproducing bottles again by using those 
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scraps which are purchased at a low rate and selling those at an enough profitable 

margin. The street children phenomenon is well integrated into the phenomenon 

of social exploitation in the modern society. 

 Collection of empty package water bottles, iron scraps, begging and others are 

expression of street children in general but it is only a degraded instrument of 

livelihood in particular. It is external one and imposed on them. The product of 

these constant activities becomes an instrument of elite class. They become 

estranged from themselves, from the process as well as the product of their 

labour, from their groups and from the human community itself. The recycling 

industry who own the means of reproduction and distribution, and the street 

children who own nothing but their own labour. This is not to deny the existence 

of other classes, indeed, Marx repeatedly referred to the small capitalists, the 

petit bourgeoisie and the lumpen proletariat. Here the shopkeepers who are 

purchasing these empty bottles and other things from the street children all 

invariably belong to the category of  petit bourgeoisie.  

Merton’s ‘Strain Theory’ (1957) could be an important theoretical input in 

addressing the problem of street children. Robert Merton and some of his 

associates studied the tension between socially accepted goals and the legitimate 

means available in achieving those goals. Merton posited that the greater society 

encourages its members to use acceptable means to achieve desired goals. These 

goals include comfort, leisure time, social status and wealth. However, not all 

members of society have equal access to achieve these goals. That creates strain 

for less successful members. Strain is manifested as desire to achieve these goals 

and one’s inability to acquire the legitimate means to attain them. In theory, 
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those who do not have access to acceptable means may resort to illegitimate 

avenues to achieve their goals. In other words those without resources and access 

to resources may become delinquents or anti-socials to achieve comfort, leisure, 

status and wealth. According to Merton lack of opportunity and inequality are 

central causal factors for deviant behavior which we often encounter.  

The street children phenomenon may be addressed from competition and conflict 

perspectives. Street children are found engaged in competition and conflict for 

getting access to limited resources like money, leisure, sexual partners and some 

others. It is seen that competition over scarce resources controls all social 

relationships. In addition to that, in the case of street children competing with all 

kinds of odds in life was a regular phenomenon. And where change occurs as a 

result of conflict between competing interests rather than through adaptation. 

Such a change is often abrupt and revolutionary rather than evolutionary (Amir 

Ali, 2012: 45-46). 

The problem of street children could be examined from the perspective of social 

inequality. In one hand it is intimately associated with the socio-economic 

structure of the society. On the other the cultural framework in which the 

children of the poor, oppressed and deprived sections are reared and socialized. 

In the context of present study this structural element has a direct bearing to a 

great extent as the problem of street children is basically a manifestation of 

certain structural contradictions in the society.   

 It is believed that the economic system is the sole determinant of the problem of 

street children. Therefore in studying the phenomenon of street children the first 

theoretical approach could be to identify the relationship between street urchin 
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and poverty in the given structure of the society.  The second aspect could the 

institutional aspects in which a child feels frustrated in the family and prefers to 

opt for a life of ‘street children’. 

Objectives 

The present study aims to examine the following. 

1. The socio- economic background of the street children  

2. The factors that had been responsible to push them to  street  

3. The work and activities of the street children 

4. The problems faced by the street children in their everyday life  

5. Measures adopted for the rehabilitation of street children and their 

achievements and failures    
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Chapter II 

METHODOLOGY, STUDY AREA AND THE POPULATION 

This study is exploratory in nature.  It makes an attempt to understand the life of 

the street children living in Howrah railway station and its adjoining areas of West 

Bengal. Particularly the Howrah station and its surroundings, within the 

jurisdiction of ward No 19 of Howrah Municipal Corporation (HMC), is the place 

which had been selected for the purpose of present study. A large number of 

street children is always found in and around the Howrah station premises like 

Howrah bustand, Martin bridge slum, Sabji (Vegitable) Market, Ganga ghat area 

and Rail museum etc. On and average around 170 to 180 street children are 

found around this place of which 75 were selected as informants for in depth 

interview. They were selected randomly from different platforms of Howrah 

station and from its adjoining areas. They were interviewed with an interview 

schedule. The sample survey was conducted on the street children belonging to 

the age group between 6 to 15 years. 

Method of Data Collection 

At the outset a census schedule was administered to make a quick enumeration 

of the street children living in the study area with an aim to get an idea about 

their socio-economic back ground in general.  

Secondly in the present study, an interview schedule, especially designed for the 

street children, was used for data collection.  The sampled respondents were 

interviewed personally  in view of following reasons.  

1. Respondents were mostly illiterate. So they were needed to approach 

individually and to record their answers properly. 
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2. There was a need to explain the purpose of the study and the meaning of 

each question asked them to answer.  

3. This method gave an opportunity to come in close to street children and to 

observe their behaviour in natural setting. 

4.  The face to face interview gave an opportunity to handle the situation in 

which the questions were asked and answered.  

5. The respondents had not much time to answer all the questions at a time. 

They were often approached repeatedly and where this interview method 

found quite advantageous   over other methods in getting data at individual 

level. 

Interview Schedule for Street Children      

Other than a census schedule used to enumerate the entire population of street 

children found in the Howrah station area there was a special schedule exclusively 

for the sampled children. The interview schedule used for the street children was 

divided into nine parts with different sets of questions. The total number of 

questions accommodated in the schedule was 58. The first part of the schedule 

was devoted to background and demographic information. The second part dealt 

with socio- economic conditions and resources related questions. In part three 

the questions relating to health and everyday life of street children were framed. 

Part four was devoted to questions relating to rehabilitation.  

Pre–Testing   

Pre testing of the interview schedule is the pre requisite for the data collection. 

Prior to the finalization of interview schedule 30 interviews were taken as test 
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cases from different places of Howrah station and its surroundings. They were 20 

from Howrah station, four from Taxi stand, four from Bus stand and eight from 

Gangaghat.  Accordingly some modifications were made wherever required in the 

interview schedule. In the response score of the pre-testing it had been observed 

that certain questions were either illegible to the respondents or not all that 

relevant. Thus few questions were reframed in the schedule. Finally a 

comprehensive interview schedule was prepared to elicit relevant data. 

Observation 

Observation was one of the principal techniques of this research. At the time of 

interview phase of data collection it was decided to conduct the survey by 

combining observation with interview method. A systematic controlled 

observation technique was followed to collect data. The standardized instruments 

like camera and voice recorders were used to record certain observations with 

more accuracy. 

Focus Group Discussions   

According to the classic definition (Morgan, 1988), the focus group discussion 

represents a qualitative method of social research which consists in recruiting one 

or more groups of six to twelve individuals selected from criteria of homogeneity, 

initiating open discussion on topics under consideration and then producing an 

immediate analysis by collating the viewpoints of the participants (Abro, Amir Ali, 

2012: 94-95).  In the present study, two group discussions were organized to 

discuss and to obtain comments and views of the participants on certain specific 

topics. The first group discussion was held in Howrah station in which 

representatives from porters were participated. There were altogether eight 
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participants: four were from ‘Red Coolee’ and four from non red category. The 

second group discussion was held in goods yard of Howrah station in which 

representatives from hawkers were participants. The total number of participants 

in this group discussion was eleven.   

The group discussions were held based on a guide as included in the Annexure I. 

The aim of these group discussions was to identify and record the views of 

different stakeholders. The discussions were held on the following four major 

areas of consideration.  

1. Demographic problems 

2. Socio-Economic  and resource problems 

3. Nature of  abuse faced 

4. Problems relating to rehabilitation 

Interview process   

 The location of the present study was Howrah station and its adjacent areas.  

Data collection continued for a period of five months from November 2012. It 

started from Howrah station, then Taxi stand, Ganga ghat, goods yard, Bus stand, 

Martin bridge, Tikiapara slum and Sabji market with some intermissions.  Before 

actual data collection, various spots/ places were visited where the street children 

used to spend most of their time with the assistance of NGOs working for the 

welfare of the children in the area. Initially they were approached and informed 

about the purpose of the present research and interviewed.        
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Questionnaire 

A structured questionnaire was prepared to interview 25 government officers and 

25 N.G.O representatives to get their opinion on the concerned problem and 

issues. This method was somewhat helpful to get some official views about the 

problems of the street children.    

Analysis of data 

In the present study the collected data were properly coded, edited and verified 

with the help of code design which was prepared exclusively for this purpose. 

Coded data were recorded/ transcribed on separate spread sheets. After data 

entry in computer they  were  analyzed   by using SPSS. 

THE STUDY AREA 

The fieldwork of the present study was conducted in Howrah railway station and 

in adjoining areas. This is to mention that Howrah is one of the densely populated 

and highly industrialized district of West Bengal. It is located opposite to Kolkata 

(the state capital) and on the bank of river the Ganga. The larger population of 

Howrah city belongs to working class and is mostly engaged in different industries 

including jute mills. Many of the children of the urban poor work as ‘table boy’ in 

hotels, tea-stalls, shops etc.  

 There is greater concentration of street children in the Howrah railway station 

and in adjoining areas. So it was selected as the spot of intensive field study. 

Howrah railway station since 1854 is considered as the largest railway complex in 

India. Even today it provides shelter to large number of unauthorized people 

including beggars and children in its porches and platforms. Their omnipresence 

in and around the station complex is quite conspicuous and their activities draw 
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considerable attention to others. So the present study confined its observations 

mainly among those street children located in this spot. 

 Howrah: A Brief Historical Background 

Many early sacred texts and old scriptures of Jainas and Buddhists mentioned 

Howrah as a famous Sen-Port of Eastern India. In the early historical records, 

Howrah was narrated as a low-lying fen land bounded by great waterways with 

fishing and boating tribes. The one third of the total population of the district was 

occupied by Kaibarttas, the great Bengali caste of fishermen and boatmen. During 

the period of HiuenTsiang i.e. first half of the seventh century A.D., this portion 

was under the jurisdiction of Tamralipti, which was mentioned as a separate 

Kingdom. Later it was extended up to old Damodar (Uluberia Subdivision) by King 

Anangabhimadeva and it was inscribed in the Palm-leaf chronicles of 

JagannathTample (Circa 1300 A.D.).  Purah (the modern Boro, in which lies 

Howrah town), Bhosat (the modern Bhursut of Howrah), Dharsa were found in 

Stgaon region of Bengal in 1582. The places like Gusuri, Bator also mentioned in 

the Bengali Poem of Bipradasa in 1495 A.D. (O’ Mally and Chakravarti, 1909:17).  

The first mention of the district appeared in a writing of VenetianCesareFederici 

who left an interesting account of Bator (a place of Howrah). CesaroFederici 

visited the place around 1578 and described that the place as Bator (a place of 

Howrah), near the river the Ganga, was populated with a great number of people, 

with the infinite number of ships and bazaars (Howrah District Gazetters, 1909: 

19-20).  So Bator, the present days Howrah since long back was a place of trade in 

Bengal.   
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 Howrah was identified as the most important commercial place by the colonial 

rulers. Mr. J.C. Marshman, C.S.I. mentioned in 1845 that the places like Ghusury 

and Bali in Howrah became busy centres for industrial life. In 1872, when the first 

census was taken, Howrah, which then had two subdivisions, Howrah and 

Mahishrekha, with a total area of 539 square miles, was treated as part of the 

Hooghly district. The Khanakul Thana was transferred from Mahishrekha to the 

Jahanabad (now Arambagh) subdivision of Hooghly after the census of 1881; and 

Singti with a number of villages extending over 34 square miles was added to 

Thana Amta after the census of 1891. At the time of census of 1901, the district 

had an area of 510 square miles; it was not only the smallest of all the districts in 

Bengal, but was smaller than many a subdivision. The population of the district, as 

now constituted, was 635,878 in 1872 and rose to 675,394 in 1881, to 763625 in 

1891,  to 850,514  in 1901 and to 4,850,029 in 2011.  

Emergence of Howrah as an Industrial Town 

The increase of the great industrial activity in the metropolis of Calcutta (now 

Kolkata), in Howrah city, and along the river bank up to Uluberia was seen during 

the colonial andpost colonial period. The numerous mills and other industrial 

establishments attracted a large number of labourers from other parts of India, 

and the locals from within the state. 

Howrah was selected for the terminus of the East Indian Railway and the 

construction of the bridge over the Hooghly gave an impetus to the industrial 

development of the rivarian tract. Iron foundries and engineering works were 

erected and they were followed by cotton mills, jute mills, jute process, flour 

mills, oil mills, sugar factories and distilleries etc.  
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A special enquiry regarding the adequacy of the supply of labour for mills, 

factories etc. was carried out by Mr. B.Foley, I.C.S., in 1905. The enquiry extended 

to other districts, but its results were especially applicable to Howrah.  It was 

found that in spite of large increase in the number of looms and operatives and  

absence of any recruiting agency, the jute mills obtained sufficient labour except 

for three months during the hot weather. The shortage was mostly felt by those 

mills which were dependent on up-country labour only, men from Bihar and the 

United Provinces insisting on going away between March 15th to June 15th. So 

migration from other parts of India had taken place in Howrah especially for 

industrial purpose. So the vast majority of the factory operatives were 

immigrants. It is also seen that the labour force also came from Orissa, Bombay 

etc. Oria people preferred to work in the cotton industries whereas Bombay 

workers preferred to work in the engineering industries. In Howrah, the mill 

authorities were already forming the nucleus of a permanent labour force by 

building community settlements near the mill premises and quarters for their 

operatives. Most of the mill hands in other factories in and round Howrah used to 

live in the bastis of the town. 

The statistics showing the volume of immigration were quite remarkable. The 

number of persons (144,620) recorded as residents in the district in 1901 were 

born elsewhere. In other words, the proportion of immigrants to the total 

population was 17 per cent. Among these immigrants natives of Bihar and United 

Provinces bulk largely, accounting for a little over 70,000 or nearly half the total 

number, while Oriyas number over 8000 and natives of the adjoining districts 

49,000( Howrah District Gazetteers, 1909:30). This influx of immigrants was due 

to growing demand for labour in the industrial establishments (Howrah District 

Gazetteers, 1909: 29-31). 
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 Howrah and Kolkata are twin city in West Bengal.  Howrah is the second smallest 

district after Kolkata. The total area of Howrah district is 1467 Sq. Km. Total 

population of the district as per the census 2011 was 1,072,161. The population 

density was 730 per sq.km, and the literacy rate of Howrah district excluding 0-6 

age group was 83.85per cent (see Table 2.1). According to the census 2011, there 

were 1449 families who used to live on footpath or without any roof cover in 

Howrah. The total population who lived without roof at the time of census 2011 

was enumerated as 5699. That was about 0.12 per cent of total population of the 

district. 

Table 2.1 

Census India 2001, 2011 

Howrah 2011. 

Description 2011 2001 

Actual Population 4,850,029 4,273,099 

Male 2,500,819 2,241,898 

Female 2,349,210 2031,201 

Population Growth 13.50% 14.57% 

Area sq. KM 1,467 1,467 

Density/sq. Km 3,306 2,913 

Proportion to West Bengal Population 5.31% 5.33% 

Sex Ratio (per 1000) 939 906 

Child Sex Ration(0-6 Age) 962 956 

Average Literacy 83.31 77.01 

Male Literacy 86.95 83.22 

Female Literacy 79.43 70.11 

Total Child Population(0-6 Age) 522,802 513,218 

Male Population( 0-6 Age) 266,472 262,391 
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Description 2011 2001 

Female Population ( 0-6 Age) 256,330 250,827 

Literates 3,605,206 2,895,625 

Male Literates 1,943,824 1,647,348 

Female Literates 1,662,382 1,248,277 

Child Proportion(0-6 Age) 10.78% 12.01% 

Boys Proportion(0-6 Age) 10.66% 11.70% 

Girls Proportion(0-6 Age) 10.91% 1235% 

Population (%) 36.62% 63.38% 

Total Population 1,775,885 3,074,144 

Male Population 909,519 1,591,300 

Female Population 866,366 1,482,844 

Sex Ratio 953 932 

Child sex Ratio( 0-6) 965 960 

Child Population(0-6) 205,158 317,644 

Male Child(0-6) 104,382 162,090 

Female Child(0-6) 100,776 155,554 

Child percentage(0-6) 11.55% 10.33% 

Male Child percentage 11.48% 10.19% 

Female Child Percentage 11.63% 10.49% 

Literates 1,256,266 2,348,940 

Male Literates 682,352 1,260,472 

Female Literates 573,914 1,088,468 

Average Literacy 79.98% 85.21% 

Male Literacy 84.75% 88.19% 

Female Literacy 74.96% 82.01% 

Source: Census India 2001, 2011. 
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Map  1 

 

 Map of Howrah district showing the field location with green mark that includes 

Howrah station, Howrah bus stand, Ganga ghat, Fish market, Vegetable market, 

Tikiapara slum, and Martin bridge slum areas. 
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A General Profile of the Universe 

This section provides a general profile of the universe under study. From an 

universe of 177 children a sample of 75 children was finally drawn. The findings 

presented here were derived from a preliminary census conducted among the 

entire population of street children found in the area in the very beginning of the 

study. The aim of this census was to get a preliminary idea about the background 

of the population under study and from which we picked up the sample.  

Table 2.2 shows the distribution of 177 street children (the total population), by 

place of birth, age, marital status, education, occupation and monthly income.  

The geographical location of Howrah station in the district is such that it is easily 

accessible to the street children by rail and road. The demographic profile of the 

street children in Howrah station area reveals that majority (20%) of them were 

from within the Howrah district itself. The distribution of street children from the 

neighbouring were; Bolepur (2%) of Birbhum district, Hooghly (2%) and Baidyabati 

(2%) of Hooghly district and Katowa (2%) of Bardhaman district. Those places are 

well connected with Howrah by train and not so far from it. Among the street 

children of distant places about three per cent were the native of Malda district 

and only two per cent were originally from Samastipur of Bihar.  

It is interesting that among the street children of Howrah district, five per cent 

were originally from Tikiapara. Tikiapara is a place close to Howrah station and at 

a distance of 10 minutes walk. There are many slum dwellers particularly near 

Tikiapara railway station and Martin bridge. Children from these places use 

Howrah station area as their place of stay, work and earning. They have their 

family and keep in touch with their family members regularly. Three per cent 
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children were from Uluberia, a sub-divisional town in Howrah district. It takes half 

an hour to reach Uluberia from Howrah station by train. Uluberia is also a place of 

many slum dwellers. Some of them with their children regularly come to Howrah 

station area for earning and go back to their slums at the end of the day. A 

portion of them however prefer to stay on the station platforms bus stand, taxi 

stand and near the bridge and where they stay on the street. 

 Majority of street children (49%) was in the age group between 9 and 12 years, 

57 per cent of them were illiterate and 33 per cent had an earning between Rs. 

2000 and less than Rs 5000 per month. The street children were mostly rag 

pickers by occupation and had lower income. For another 23 per cent of children 

their monthly income was more than Rs 5000. They were engaged in multiple 

activities including petty crimes. The 21 per cent of the children who had an 

earning of less than Rs 1000 per month were mostly new comers and used to 

work under a group leader in the street.    

By religion majority of street children (66%) were Hindus, 32 per cent were 

Muslims and one per cent was from Christian community. Among the street 

children 95 per cent were unable to specify their caste. In fact majority of them 

did not have any idea about their official caste status like schedule caste or 

schedule tribe etc. A few (5%) children knew about their own caste as they are 

drop outs from school. When they were in schools and continuing their studies, 

their caste identity was important in receiving support from the government. So 

they could specify their caste name.   It has been observed in the station premises 

that a child who was telling his name as RajuSk  to the people referring  another 

name as Raju Das to some others. They did not have any clear idea about their 

religion also.   
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Table 2.2 

Distribution of total population of homeless children by selected socio-economic 

indicators 

1.Distribution of population by sex N=177 

Male 158 ( 89.27) 

Female 19(10.73) 

2.Distribution of population by age  

6 years to less than 9 years 33(18.65) 

9 years  to 12 years 86(48.58) 

Above 12 years  to 15 years 58(32.76) 

3.Distribution of population by marital status  

Married 1(00.56) 

Unmarried 176(99.44) 

4.Distribution of population by education  

Literate 76(42.94) 

Illiterate 101(57.06) 

5.Distribof population by monthly income   

Less than Rs 1000 37(20.90) 

Rs.1000 to less than Rs.2000 42(23.73) 

Rs. 2000 to less than Rs.5000 58(32.77) 

Rs. 5000 above 40(22.60) 

6.Distribution of population by religion  

Hindu 117(66.11) 

Muslim 57(32.20) 
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Christian 2(1.13) 

No response 1(00.56) 

7.Distribution of population by caste  

Schedule caste 8(4.52) 

Schedule Tribe 1(00.56) 

No Comments 168(94.92) 

8.Distribution of population by origin *  

Place of Origin  

Baidyabati 4 (2.26) 

Bolepur 5(2.28) 

Hooghly 5(2.28) 

Howrah Station 7(3.94) 

Katowa 5(2.28) 

Tikiapara 8(4.52) 

Uluberia 5(2.28) 

Not known 6 ( 3.39) 

9. Distribution of population by native district**  

24 Prg(N) 13(7.34) 

24 Prgs(S) 6(3.39) 

Bardhaman 17(9.6) 

Birbhum 9(5.08) 

Hooghly 19(10.73) 

Howrah 35(19.77) 

Kolkata 11(6.21) 
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Malda 6(3.39) 

PaschimMedinipur 9(5.08) 

Samastipur  4(2.26) 

Not known 6(3.39) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

*,** In case of distribution of population by origin and their native district, it has 

been observed separately because in few cases  under those categories number 

of informants  are very less and they are below two per cent so those  are not 

taken into consideration. 

 

A PROFILE OF THE RESPONDENTS 

Street children have always been there for a long time in Howrah. They are 

subjected to various types of migration. In general they mostly belong to the 

impoverished section of the society. It has been observed that 80per cent of the 

street children used Howrah station area as their place of stay.  They identified 

Howrah station as the place of their better stay and income than the other places. 

The street children were found in different proportion in places like Bus stand 

(8%), Taxi stand(6%), Gangaghat(4%) etc. In the station premises they sleep at 

night and are found in all the platforms. The law and order of Howrah station is 

managed by Government Railway Police (GRP) and Railway Protection Force 

(R.P.F) whom they anyhow manage and stay over there. 

The field data indicate that distance was a factor behind pulling the street 

children to Howrah station. Majority of the street children (71%) were from West 
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Bengal itself. Another 12per cent were from Bihar and five per cent from Odisha.  

Most of the children have come to this place mainly from different districts of 

West Bengal adjacent to Howrah.  Surprisingly there were a few children who 

have hailed from Uttarpradesh and Assam. 

 

By their place of origin majority (19 %) of street children were from Howrah 

district alone.  Another 11 per cent street children were from Hooghly district and 

North 24 Parganas district each. Among the respondents seven per cent were 

from Kolkata and five per cent were from South 24 Parganas. The proportion of 

children from other districts were Bardhaman (4%) and Birbhum (4%). Another 

four per cent  street children were from Samastipur district of Bihar. 

 

 The representation of street children from the other districts was :   Darjeeling 

(1%),Uttardinajpur(1%),PurbaMedinipur(3%),Nadia(1%), Bankura(1%), Malda (3%), 

Jalpaiguri (1%), West Medinipur(1%) of West Bengal; Patna(3%), Muzaffarpur (1%), 

Laxmisarai ( Kiul) (1%) of Bihar; Sundargarh (4%), Kendujhar (1%) from Odisha; 

Kamrup (1%), Nawgaon (1%) from Assam; Allahabad (1%), Agra (1%) from 

Uttarpradesh, Delhi (1%) and Chennai(1%). So it appears that children mainly 

from the neighbouring districts came to Howrah station area and identified it as 

their place of stay and earning.    
 

 Hooghly is the neighbouring district of Howrah. Many small and medium sized 

industries are located there. Also there are many slums in the nearby areas of 

Hooghly. North 24 Parganas district is another industrial district close to Howrah. 

Both these districts have sizeable share to street children found in Howrah station 
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area.  Majority (49%) of street children were found staying in city for more than 

two years. The duration of stay for another 23 per cent children was more than 

one  but less than two years  and another  nine per cent  were for  last 6 months. 

Majority (55%) of the street children used to stay alone (without adult’s 

presence). They may be missing, abandoned, lost children or ran away from their 

family or use street as their place of stay. On the other hand another 21 per cent 

were in the area with their parents and 11 per cent with their friends and peers.   

In Howrah station area, 65 per cent of street children were found to live in 

company with their friends and peer groups.  Another 19 per cent stayed with 

their parents and who work in the station premises with their children. Among 

the respondents nine per cent live in the Howrah station with their employers.  

Only three per cent were found in the station premises living alone. 

In Howrah station area, majority (97%) of the street children were Indian by birth. 

Only one per cent was identified illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. These 

Bangladeshi children were also staying in the station area along with the Indian 

children without any surveillance. They were mostly the victims ofman made 

calamities like communal riots etc., high prices of consumable goods, and the 

unemployment in their country. 

The field data indicate that the street children belonging to the age group 

between 9 and 12 years were more in number (59%) in the study area. In the age 

group of 6 to less than 9 years, there were about 23 per cent children and by 

proportion it was a significant size among the street children. Compared to them 

the children in the senior age group (above 12 to 15 yrs) were relatively less 

(19%). However they were the hard core street children.  
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Among the respondents street children, the males were more (92%) in number 

than the females (8%). Normally the families of such impoverished classes keep 

their girls engaged in family work or allowed to do work as maid servant or in 

other domestic help. In contrast their male children may join in any sort of 

activities convenient to them. That is why male street children were found 

numerically more in number in the station area. By marital statusmost of the 

street children (99%) were unmarried. Only a boy admitted that he married to a 

street girl because the girl got pregnant and started to stay on the street. By 

religion majority of the respondents (68%) were Hindus and (31%) were Muslims. 

Street children (83%) did not know in which caste they belong. 

The children were staying on the street with different length of time. Among the 

respondents, about 85 per cent were found living on the street for last two years 

or so. For another seven percent it was about a year or so. Only eight per cent 

were there on the street for less than one (see table 2.3). 

Table 2.3 

General background of the respondents 

1.Distribution of respondents by 
location of stay 

N=75 

Name of the place  

Howrah station 60(80.00) 

Bus stand 6(8.00) 

Taxi stand 4(5.33) 

Ganga ghat 3(4.00) 

Others 2 (2.67) 
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2.Distribution of respondents by age  

Range of age  

6 years to less than 9 years 17(22.67) 

9 years to 12 years 44(58.67) 

Above 12 years to 15 years 14(18.67) 

3.Distribution of respondents by sex  

Male 69(92.00) 

Female 6(8.00) 

4.Distribution of respondents by 
material status 

 

Unmarried 74(98.67) 

Married 1(1.33) 

5.Distribution of respondents by 
religion 

 

Hindu 51(68.00) 

Muslim 23(30.67) 

Christian 1 (1.33) 

6.Distribution of respondents by caste  

Schdule caste 10(13.33) 

Backward class 2(2.67) 

Schedule tribe 1(1.33) 

Do not know caste 62(82.67) 

7.Distribution of respondents by native 
state 

 

West Bengal 53(70.67) 

Bihar 9(12.00) 

Odisha 4(5.33) 

Others 9 ( 12.33) 



51 
 

8.Distribution of respondents by 
country 

 

India 73(97.33) 

Bangladesh 1(1.33) 

Unknown 1(1.33) 

9. Distribution of respondents by their 
district of origin * 

 

Howrah 14(18.67) 

24 Prgs(N) 8(10.67) 

Hooghly 8(10.67) 

Kolkata 5(6.67) 

24 Prgs(S) 4(5.33) 

Bardhaman 3(4.00) 

Birbhum 3(4.00) 

Samastipur 3(4.00) 

10.Distribution of respondents by 
duration of stay in city( months) 

 

Less than 6 months 7(9.33) 

6 months – 12 months 14(18.67) 

Above 12 months- 24 months 17(22.67) 

Above 24 months 37(49.33) 

11 Distribution of respondents by 
company of stay 

 

Alone 41(54.67) 

Parents 16(21.33) 

Friends 8(10.66) 

Combined(own brother, employer, 
alone, friends) 

8(10.66) 
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Relatives 2 ( 2.67) 

13. Distribution of respondents by 
company of stay in Howrah station 

 

Parents 14(18.67) 

Friends 49(65.33) 

Alone 2(2.67) 

Any other (employer, own brother, 
foster mother) 

7(9.33) 

Combined(parents, friends) 3(4.00) 

14. Distribution of respondents by their 
duration of stay on the street 

 

Last 24 months 64(85.33) 

About 12months 5(6.67) 

Less than 12 months 6(8.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

*In case of distribution of respondents by district of origin , it has been observed 

separately because in few cases under this category  number of respondents are 

very less and they below two per cent so those are not taken into consideration. 
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Chapter III 

SOCIO- ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE STREET CHILDREN 

The present chapter deals with some of the aspects of socio economic condition 

of the street children. The aspects like causes of leaving their native place, causes 

for selecting Howrah station as their place of stay, how do they maintain relations 

with their  parents and siblings while they are on the street are discussed in this 

chapter. Their engagement with work and employment, earnings, employment 

conditions, hazards and risks etc. are also dealt with in this chapter. 

Social relationships 

Street children are a product of urbanization and they indifferent capacities 

contribute to the informal economic sector. They are an essential part of the city 

life and urban economy. They not only provide labour to the informal economy 

but also get involved in many hazardous activities, being a part of exploitation 

network (production relation) in bourgeois system. 

The street children mostly came from the suburban areas of the Howrah city, 

rural areas of the same district and neighbouring districts. Street children are not 

kin-less or friendless. They have the social world of their own and which is mainly 

confined to their family and the peer members both kin and non kin. On arrival in 

the city, they first go to the rail station premises or house of a known person of 

nearby slums which may be a kinsman or someone from the same village or 

region( neighbour).  In the residential pattern of street children, the kinship and 

community relations also get reflected. For instance Tikiapara and Pilkhana slums 

are mostly occupied by Muslims where as places like Martin bridge area and 
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Howrah station are occupied by Hindus who have migrated from the districts of 

Bangladesh and parts of West Bengal.   The children who came from the places 

like Tikiapara, Martin bridge slum and Pilkhana, they knew each other because 

they work in the same place or they are engaged in same kind of activities as their 

source of earning in the areas in and around Howrah station. Their intimacy and 

social relationship is quite strong in compared to the others. They often exploit 

this identity and relations for their protection and security. Near Tikiapara station 

area there were some families living in jhupris (squatters) who have migrated 

from Moradabad district of Uttarpradesh. Their children are also found loitering 

in the station premises in search of work. As outsider they keep friendly relation 

with the street colleague who are locals and originally from within the state. 

But the children who are abandoned and staying in the street or platform without 

their parents do not identify themselves as members of a group rather they feel 

that they are staying together with friends. Fahim is 14 years old boy who is 

staying in the station told ‘We call each other friend. That’s all’. The relationship 

in a group lies on many factors such as securing protection, gaining power, 

attitude towards risk-taking, options for earning, income, expenditure pattern, 

attitude towards saving money, sharing substances, sexual exposure and rapport 

with powerful people (Paul,2014:14). 

The street children generally lead a hard life. The jobs or activities with which they 

are engaged normally keep them busy throughout the day. They do not get 

enough rest and there is in fact no leisure. However occasional gossip and chit- 

chatting is noticed among them in the station premises. Some of them often go to 

the ‘flower ghat’ area of Barabazar to see movies, play cards, listen to Hindi song 
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in pocket transistor. Some of them like to consume dendrite (an intoxicant 

adhesive) in their pass time as a fun. Children are also seen loitering near Ganga 

ghat area at the evening or   playing on the street with their peers groups. Often 

they quarrel among themselves on petty issues. They normally play with glass 

balls, cards prepared from used cigarette packets and kite flying funs at the day 

time at the space between new complex and old station complex. Incidents of 

getting electrocuted at the time of flying kites were also there as these kites 

suddenly got contacted with over headed electric wire of higher voltage. They 

also use broken rim of the bicycle or tyre for play and make use of the platforms 

to run it. They play with dust, sand, mud and sometimes with dirty waste 

materials collected by their parents. Quite often they use empty coconut shell as 

their foot-ball and play with that. Glass balls and cigarette cards are sometimes 

played with stake, which is nothing but a miniature form of gambling. Such games 

often lead to infighting among the children and afterwards quarrel between their 

parents. 

There is one railway park and museum in the nearby area commonly called 

Railway museum. But these children rarely go there to play. They are not allowed 

to enter inside this park by the guards. On some special occasions like Children’s 

day, Independence day,Rakshabandhan day, local NGOs take them inside the park 

and offer them provides some sweets and biscuits. 

The day to day life of the street children is primarily confined to their family and 

peers. In economic sphere their contact with different types of people they build 

up another set of social relationship to a limited scale. In city they maintain 

contact with the people whom they trust, to help them find employment/ work 
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and with whom they have developed a kind of working relationship. But in 

general, they have a society and world of their own in the midst of urban civilized 

society. Many of such street children, even stay in Howrah station area maintain 

contract with their village, support the family members living there and through 

occasional visits and remittances. However, the section of street children who are 

totally uprooted from their native places had hardly any links or contacts with 

their relations living there. 

One of such a respondents told: 

‘So long you have money your parents/relatives will contact you and talk to you. 

My mother thinks that I am doing a job and she expects my income. But here I am 

living on pavement and earning money by van pulling in the station. My mother 

does not know it. Then how do you expect that my relations will contact me and 

what for ? I am in fact, kinless and never contact them for any reason. I am living 

here for about four years with other street children. Since I left my village I never 

feel any urge to revisit it. I prefer to forget my village and my relations living 

there’. 

On the whole the street children are socially rather isolated or alienated from the 

main stream of the children’s life in the city. 

Reasons of leaving the family 

Very often, the factors that push a child to leave home are trivial incidents 

perhaps the last straw for the child to take. Poverty, dislike of school, problems in 

the family and the influence of peers are the reasons most often cited by children 
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who decide to run away. Many boys at their early age leave home in search of 

work. 

For majority (69%) of the street children in Howrah poverty in  family was the 

main reason of leaving their home. They live in company with their friends and 

peers who are equally street children like them. 

About 15 per cent left their home and came to Howrah station area in search of 

employment (see Table 3.1). Another 11 per cent out of their family problems of 

other kinds. Those in particular include ill treatment and abuse by their parents 

and other relatives etc.  It begins from the economic insufficiency in the family 

and ends through a brittle family relationship. A smaller proportion (5 %) of street 

children had experience with   other problems like lost from the family, ran away 

from observation home, boarded into the wrong train etc.  Some of the street 

children did not feel comfortable in the rehabilitation ‘Home’ atmosphere and 

reached to the street again. 

Some children ran away out of problems they faced in their places of work. 

Search for new adventures or excitement was another factor for running away 

from home. Unhappiness in school or aversion to studies and in attending school 

was a common reason behind leaving the family and selecting the railway 

platforms as their destination. 

One day while I was in station a Carshed bound train was standing. It was around 

2 pm. I saw five children inside a compartment of the train. I asked their name. 

They were Punam(8), Gullu(8), Murtaja(9), Munni(8) and Fahim(10).  All they were 

underclad and engaged in chatting. I entered in to the compartment and asked 

‘What   are   you   doing   here?’   Munni   answered,  ‘Babu (sir),  we will  get  down  
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at carshed’.  I asked them, ‘Where is your house?’ They replied it is Tikiapara. We 

came here to collect burnt coal from Gangaghatside which is thrown away by the 

hotel owners after use. We collect those articles in sacks and go back  to our 

house and use those to cook our food. Mothers advised us to do this job. We are 

poor people.  Our fathers are rickshow pullers and alcoholic.  This is one example 

that why the children are coming to the city and for what purposes? 

For maximum number (57%) of street children diverse nature of   their family 

problems compelled them to leave their home. The street children often faced a 

kind of family atmosphere which is without love, care and affection.  Many of 

them were the victim of frequent scolding and beating by their parents (often 

alcoholic). Perhaps many of them have earlier experiences of being scolded and 

that prompted them to go and stay in railway platform. It is also true that a 

section of street children are parentless and now staying on the street in uncared 

condition. About four per cent of the respondents were identified as orphan and 

have no other place to stay. They were parentless and no one was ready to take 

their responsibility and care for them.  So they were forced to choose this life (see 

Table 3.1). 

Among the street children 84 per cent came to city mainly in search of work and   

employment (see Table 3.1). Lack of care and protection in own family was an 

important contributing factor to push the children to the city. Some of such 

respondents had no prior idea about their destination. They by accident reached 

to the city as the terminus of the train was Howrah station. Only four per cent 

children decided to come to the city as their relatives and neighours were staying 

here and who could support them. 
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Family background and support 

The educational status of the parents of the street children was not good at all.   

The survey reveals that 87 per cent fathers were illiterate where as 96 per cent in 

the case of the mothers (see Table 3.1). So the educational level of the parents of 

the street children in general and their mothers in particular was very poor. 

Certainly it had a negative impact on the upbringing of their children. 

In the case of 77 per cent children, their fathers were alive. But on the question of 

parental company and support, for 88per cent children their fathers were not 

living with them and for 87 per cent children their fathers and did not support 

them financially. For 55 per cent children their fathers were engaged in unskilled 

labour. They work as daily labour, washer man, van puller, mason helper, bidi 

worker, rickshow puller, tailor, jari worker, mill worker, wood cutter, worker in 

leather factory, fishing.  All they were low paid workers. For 31 per cent street 

children their fathers were either dead or physically incapable to work due to age 

and another 33 per cent father had no monthly income. The fathers of nine per 

cent respondents were mainly engaged in pettyhawkery, business. For about 33 

per cent respondents, their fathers had no income. The fathers of street children 

mostly belong to the category of poor. For 37 per cent of them their monthly 

earning was below Rs 5000 and for another 25 per cent it was between Rs 5000 to 

less than Rs 8000(see Table 3.1). So financially they could not support their 

children as their income was low. As they are illiterate and mostly engaged in   

low paid unskilled jobs so they suffer from poor income. It brings economic crisis 

and associated problems in the family.   Most of the street children were staying 
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on the street without any economic support of their fathers. On the contrary, in 

many cases fathers were helped financially by their children. 

In case of majority (83%) of street children their mothers were alive. Even then 

for 76per cent children their mothers were not living with them. Majority of them 

(79%) were not financially supporting their children and 47 per cent of mothers 

were Jobless. Among the working mothers 33 per cent were engaged in activities 

like daily labour, maid servant, nailpolish worker, ragpicker, stone crasher etc.  

Some of them (5%) were vegetable sellers, hawkers, fruit sellers etc. On the 

whole most of the mothers of street children were either income less or engaged 

in petty jobs. For 37 per cent children their working mothers’ monthly income 

was below Rs 5000 and for another (9%) it was between Rs 5000 to Rs 8000 (see 

Table 3.1). For the street children as a whole though majority of them have 

mothers but they were mostly jobless or engaged in petty works. 

Table 3.1 

Distribution of respondents by family background and support 

1.Distribution of respondents by reasons of leaving native place 

(according to the first choice) 

N=75 

Poverty 52(69.33) 

Unemployment 11(14.67) 

Family problem 8(10.66) 

Others(lost, spent at observation home then ran away, lost, board 

into the wrong train) 

4(5.33) 
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2.Distribution of respondents by reasons of leaving native place  

(according to the second choice) 

 

Family problem 43(57.33) 

Unemployment 16(21.33) 

No second choice 11(14.66) 

Others(orphan) 3(4.00) 

3.Distribution of respondents by reasons for coming to the city 

(according to the first choice) 

 

Employment opportunities 63(84.00) 

Others(peer group influence, no other choice to go anywhere, as train 

reached to the Howrah station, lost, lack of care and protection at 

own home) 

7(9.33) 

Family relation 3(4.00) 

Not applicable 2 (2.67) 

4.Distribution of the respondents by their father’s survival status  

Alive 58(77.33) 

Dead 17(22.67) 

5.Distribution of the respondents by their living attachment with the 

parent(father) 

 

Living with the child 9(12.00) 

Not living with the child 66(88.00) 

6.Distribution of the respondents by parent’s(father) support  

Father supports the child 10(13.33) 

Father does not support the child 65(86.67) 
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7.Distribution of the respondents by father’s education  

Illiterate 65(86.67) 

Literate 10(13.33) 

8.Distribution of the respondents by father’s occupation  

Labour, Washerman, Van pulling, Mason, Biri Worker, Barbar, Farmer, 

Rickshow puller, Tailor, Jari worker, Mill worker, Wood cutter, Work in 

leather factory, Fishing 

41(54.66) 

Incompetent for work (dead, paralysis, could not work as he was old 

man.) 

23(30.67) 

Hawker, Liquor Selling, Cane sugar seller, Lemon seller, Business 7( 9.33) 

Service, Driver 4(5.33) 

9.Distribution of respondents by father’s income(monthly)  

Incomeless 25(33.33) 

Less than Rs 5000 28(37.33) 

Rs. 5000 to less than Rs 8000 19(25.33) 

Rs 8000 and above 3(4.00) 

10.Distribution of respondents by survival status of mother  

Alive 62(82.67) 

Dead 13(17.33) 

11.Distribution of respondents by contribution with mother  

Living with the Child 18(24.00) 

Not living with the child 57(76.00) 

12.Distribution of respondents by mother supports  

Supporting the child 16(21.33) 
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Not supporting the child 59(78.67) 

13.Distribution of the respondents by mother’s education  

Illiterate 72(96.00) 

Literate 3(4.00) 

14.Distribution if the respondents by mother’s occupation  

Incompetent for work(dead, jobless) 35(46.67) 

Labour, Washer woman, Maid servant, Nailpolish worker, Rag picker, 

Stone breaker 

25(33.33) 

Other(house wife, begging, sex worker) 11(14.66) 

Vegitable vendor, Hawker, Lemon seller 4( 5.33) 

15.Distribution of respondents by their mothers’ income  

Incomeless 40(53.33) 

Less than Rs 5000 28(37.33) 

Rs 5000-  Rs 8000 7(9.33) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

The Siblings 

Despite many common understanding, each child is unique in context of their 

problem or issue. But many social accounts prove that their presence at the street 

arises from the interplay of two major factors-the individual personality of the 

child and the psycho-social family context. But there may be nuance of other 

concomitant factors like the challenges of education or peer influence at times 

which are more significant to understand the paradigm of the fact in particular. 
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Considering their number of siblings and their literacy, employment, financial 

support to the child and living with the child etc., it was observed that majority 

(29 %) of the respondents had one brother and among them 56 per cent were 

literate and 45 per cent were employed. On the other hand majority (40%) of the 

respondents had one sister and among them 43 per cent was literate and 10 per 

cent were employed. Among the street children 34 per cent are supported by 

their brothers and 10 per cent are supported by their sisters. Whereas 32 per cent 

respondents shared that their brothers are living with them and 13 per cent 

respondents shared that their sisters are living with them.  It indicates that they 

get support from their brothers and sisters to stay on the street. As there are few 

slums near Howrah station, some children from such slum families along with 

their brothers or sisters were also visible on the street. They help each other in 

crisis.  They were mostly engaged in collecting rags, begging or coin collection at 

the Ganga ghat. At the end of the day they deposit their entire earning to the 

family. But for majority of such children   their sisters mostly stayed at home or do 

the work as domestic help at outside. Those who are on the street and work with 

their brothers were very poor and helpless ( see Table 3.2 & 3.3).   
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Table 3.2 

Distribution of respondents by number of siblings( brothers) 

 

Number 

of 

Brother 

Respondents Literate Employed Financially 

supporting 

the child  

Living with the 

child 

1 22(29.33) 12(54.55) 10(45.45) 5(33.73) 7(31.82) 
 

2 18(24.00) 12(33.33) 18(50.00) 7(19.44) 10(27.78) 

3 13(17.33) 18(46.15) 25(64.10) 10(25.64) 9(23.08) 

4 7(9.33) 19(67.85) 23(82.14) 0(0.00) 4(14.29) 

5 1(1.33) 5(100.00) 

 

1(20.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 

6 1(1.33) 3(50.00) 3(50.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

Table 3.3 

Distribution of respondents by number of siblings(sisters) 

Number of 

sister 

Respondents Literate Employed Financially 

supporting 

the child 

Living 

with the 

child 

1 30(40.00) 13(43.33) 3(10.00) 3(10.00) 4(13.33) 

2 12(16.00) 6(25.00) 2(8.33) 2(8.33) 2(8.33) 

3 10(13.33) 6(20.00) 10(33.33) 10(33.33) 9(33.67) 

4 2(2.67) 3(37.50) 3(37.50) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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Literacy and Access to Education 

Among the street children 55 per cent were illiterate, 43 per cent could read and 

write and three per cent could read only. The majority of street children who 

could read and write were in touch with non formal schools, night shelters, drop-

in-shelters of NGOs. They received non formal education from street educators. 

By gender 55 per cent boys and 50 per cent street girls were illiterate. The 

children those who could read and write, 43 per cent were boys and 33 per cent 

were girls. The street children who could read only attended the school for 

sometime but later discontinued.  So there is a possibility to send them to non 

formal school for education (see Table 3.4).  

Table 3.4 

Distribution of respondents by literacy 

Literacy status No. Male Female 

Illiterate 41(54.6) 38(55.07) 3(50.00) 

Can read only 2(2.6) 1(1.44) 1(16.66) 

Can read and 

write 

32(42.67) 30(43.47) 2(33.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 69(100.00) 6(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

During the field survey only eight per cent of the respondents were found 

continuing their studies in the school. Majority (55%) of street children had never 

enrolled in the school and by sex 55 per cent  were boys and 45 per cent were 

girls. Of total 37 per cent street children who were dropped out, the proportion of 
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boys was higher (39%) compared to girls (17%). Of total eight per cent street 

children who were continuing their study, six per cent were boys and 33 per cent 

were girls. They go to those schools run by the NGOs on street. Those NGOs are 

also provide food and that was an attraction for a few street children to go to 

those non formal schools (see Table 3.5). 

Table 3.5 

Distribution of respondents by enrolment status 

Enrolment status No. Male Female 

Never enrolled 41(54.6) 38(55.07) 3(50.00) 

Dropped out 28(37.33) 27(39.13) 1(16.66) 

Continuing 6(8.00) 4(5.79) 2((33.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 69(100.00) 6(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentage 

By level of education, among the literate street children 55 per cent  were literate 

without any formal educational standard, 29 per cent were literate up to  primary 

standard (class I-IV) and 16 per cent were literate and had education above 

primary  but below junior high standard (class V to VII).  

The street children especially those who were with middle standard (Class VII-VII) 

got their education when they were picked up by the NGOs from the street and 

later put in their schools. But eventually when they left Homes, their education 

got discontinued. They again join in the band of street children. The street 

children studied up to primary level were mostly attended schools from their 

family and afterwards discontinued it due to certain reasons (see Table 3.6). 
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Table 3.6 

Distribution of respondents by level  of education 

Level   of education No. 

Literate without any educational status 41(54.67) 

Class I 7(9.33) 

Class II 8(10.67) 

Class III 5(6.67) 

Class IV 2(2.67) 

Class V 4(5.33) 

Class VI 2(2.67) 

Class VII 6(8.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

Let us look into the salient causes of non admitting the children in school.  For 85 

per cent of street children it was the poverty. Another seven per cent did not get 

any encouragement from their parents and do not like to study any more. They 

also mentioned about certain family problems for which they were denied getting 

admission in the school.  Often their addicted parent discouraged them to go to 

school.    

There were many other reasons behind thenon enrolment of the children in the 

school. Of total 41 street children, 44 per cent said that they did not find any time 

to go to school as they were asked to assist the family. As their parents work 

outside, they were confined to homes and kept them engaged in domestic works. 

Similarly some of them forgo in taking admission in the school for helping their 
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family financially through different means.  So engaging the children in domestic 

work and assisting the family financially were identified as important factors 

behind non enrolment of street children in school in their family setting. 

For majority (85%) of the street children the principal cause for their non 

enrolment in school was poverty. So they were compelled to engage themselves 

in diverse activities for earning. Moreover as they did not get any encouragement 

or pressure from their parents to go to school, they felt less interest to studies or 

even to enroll their names in the school (see Table 3.7). 

 

Table 3.7 

Distribution of respondents by causes of non enrolment in school 

First priority N=41 

Causes  

Poverty 35(85.37) 

Disinterest 3(7.00) 

Others (family problem, orphan, assisting family) 3(7.00) 

Second priority  

Assisting family 18(43.9) 

Disinterest  11(26.82) 

Other(orphan, mother’s death, family problem, ran away from 

Home, non availability) 

7(17.07) 

No second choice and chosen first choice as their only choice 

(poverty) 

5(12.19) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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Poverty, assisting family, family problem, unfriendly school environment were the 

factors that pushed the street children towards non enrolment in the school and 

have made them disinterested to studies. They prefer to earn money from petty 

jobs and financially assist their family. The survey reveals that 28 children did not 

continue their studies. They were not interested to study anymore due to poverty 

and their proportion was 57 per cent (see Table 3.8).  

Table 3.8 

Distribution of dropped out respondents by reasons of discontinuing studies 

Causes N=28 

Poverty 16(57.14) 

Disinterest 13(46.42) 

Total 28(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

But another 43per cent street children expressed their interest to study (see 

Table 3.9). They were interested to study because they think that after finishing 

their school education they could get better job and earn better.  So they would 

be in a position to lead a better life.  Also they could support their family 

financially (see Table 3.10).  

On the whole, the street children were deprived of their right to education. Thus 

educationally they remain backward. That enhanced their misery in life. 
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Table 3.9 

Distribution of respondents interested in continuing their study 

Nature of interest in study Numbers 

Not interested in study 43(57.33) 

Interested in study 32(42.67) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

Table 3.10 

Distribution of respondents by reasons of continuing their study 

Reasons N=32 

Want to get Job 22(68.75) 

Want to study further 5(15.62) 

Good future 5(15.62) 

Total 32(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

Economic Activities 

The employment avenues to the street children in the Howrah city were rather 

limited. The economic opportunities that are available in the city for the street 

children do not provide any occupational choice. So they were free to get 

involved in any job available to them. However, their options and alternatives 

were limited.  In a state where skills and education are required for a better job 

and in absence of that they had to rely on different floating jobs including 

hazardous ones.    
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Economically the street children were mostly (89%) engaged in diverse activities 

like rag picking, hotel boy, van pulling, begging, collection of old newspapers and 

empty disposable water bottles. Selling of chop, ghutka, lemmon in the station 

were another field of major engagement of five per cent children. There were 

some other miscellaneous activities in which a small (3%) per cent of children 

were involved. The types of jobs in which the street children were engaged did 

not involve any investment. So they always prefer these types of jobs (see table 

3.11). Similarly among the female street children there were rag pickers (50%), 

beggars (33%) and lemon sellers (17%). A few of them (33%) who were engaged 

in begging had done this job individually or jointly with one or two disable or old 

members of their family. Few children do not like to limit themselves in one job 

only (see Table 3.12).  They prefer to do several types of jobs at a time if available 

to them with an aim to earn more (see Table 3.13 ).  

Table 3.11 

Distribution of respondents by types of employment 

Type of employment No. 

Chop selling, Ghutka selling, Lemon selling 4(5.33) 

Rag picking, Labour, Van pulling, Begging, Collection of old 

news paper, Hotel boy 

67(89.33) 

Other( magic show in the train, no employment: as child 

depends on family and small in age) 

2(2.67) 

Combined( rag picking, train checking, hotel boy) 2(2.67) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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Table 3.12 

Distribution of respondents by number of jobs changed 

Number of times jobs changed No 

No change 55(73.33) 

One time changed 14(18.67) 

More than one time changed(two times changed, five times, six 

times) 

6(8.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages  

Table 3.13 

Distribution of respondents by reason of changing the job 

Reason for job changed N=20 

Extra income, Financial problem 13(65.00) 

Peer influence, Father’s occupation, Does not want to go back 

home, Family problem, Beaten by employer 

7(35.00) 

Total 20(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 On the question of number of days the street children work in a month it has 

been observed that 87per cent of them worked for 15 to 25 days in a month. 

Another 11per cent for more than 25 days and up to 30 days. Only three per cent 

of street children reported that they worked for less than 15 days in a month.  

The children who worked for 25 to 30 days in a month were senior in age and 

regularly engaged in specific economic activities. It was their main source of 
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income. Sometimes their parents also work with them or assist them.  The street 

children who worked for less than 15 days in a month were minors by age.  They 

were involved in less hazardous work (see Table 3.14).  

Table 3.14 

Distribution of respondents by monthly employment opportunity 

No of days No. 

0>15 2(2.66) 

15-25  65(86.67) 

25, but=30 8(10.67) 

Total 75(100..00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

Among the street children 37 per cent of them worked for less than eight hours in 

a day. For another 25 per cent children it was between 8 to 10 hours. About 20 

per cent children were kept them engaged in work for more than 10 hours to 12 

hours in a day and 17 per cent worked for more than 12 hours. On an average 

majority of the street children work for less than eight hours in a day (see Table 

3.15).   

  



75 
 

Table 3.15 

Distribution of working respondents by hours of work in a day 

No of hours in a 

day 

No. Male Female 

Less than 8 hours 28(37.33) 24(34.78) 4(66.66) 

8 hours- 10 hours 19(25.33) 18(26.08) 1(16.66) 

More than 10 

hours-12 hours 

15(20.00) 14(20.08) 1(16.66) 

More than 12 

hours 

13(17.33) 13(18.84) 0(0.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 69(100.00) 6(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

Rag picking was the major economic activity of the street children. About 63 per 

cent of them were engaged in rag picking on their own or for their employer. 

Collection of used empty mineral water bottles in the trains, railway tracks and 

platforms was their daily activity. Among the street children 15 per cent were 

assisting their families in this work. 11 per cent street children had employer, five 

per cent street children worked with others like foster mother, with friends etc. 

The street children who used to collect empty disposable water bottles from 

station/ trains sell those to agents who purchase such waste articles against cash. 

Interestingly there were also some employers in the area who were engaging 

street children for collecting disposed water bottles and thus running their 

business. The proportion of such children was 11 per cent. Another five per cent 

street children were engaged in the same job by their foster mother, friends and 
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brothers. Six per cent street children did not work alone and they used to work 

together with their family members, employers, group leaders and other street 

children. A small percentage of them did not work and they were dependent (see 

Table 3.16). 

Table 3.16 

Distribution of respondents by nature of employment 

Nature of employment No. 

Rag picking for their own/employer 47(62.67) 

With family 11(14.67) 

With employer 8(10.67) 

Others(foster mother, with friend, with brother, not 

working) 

4(5.33) 

Combined (self, with family, self: with employer, self: 

others; group leaders, street child as employer) 

5(6.67) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

The earning of 51 per cent children was between Rs 1000 to Rs 2000 in a month. 

For another 29 per cent the range was between Rs. 2000 to Rs 5000.  Eight per 

cent street children earned more than Rs. 5000 in a month. However for 12 per 

cent street children their earning was less than Rs 1000 per month. 

 It has been observed that about 51 per cent of the street children had an average 

earning between Rs 1000 to Rs 2000 in a month and it had gone to a maximum of 

Rs 5000. The children engaged in petty jobs had relatively better earning. It was 
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reported that the children were involved in pick pocketing, snatching, stealing and 

such activities obviously had better income (see Table 3.17). 

Table 3.17 

Distribution of respondents by monthly income 

Monthly income range No. 

Less than Rs 1000 9(12.00) 

Rs.1000 to Rs. 2000 38(50.67) 

More than Rs. 2000 –Rs 5000 22(29.33) 

More than Rs. 5000 6(8.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

Majority (92%) of the street children used to receive their payment in cash.  Only 

four per cent children agreed to do their job only against breakfast, lunch and 

other emoluments from their employers, family members, group leaders etc. 

They were denied of any cash payment (see Table 3.18) .    
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Table 3.18 

Distribution of respondents by mode of payment 

Parameter Respondents 

Kind 3(4.00) 

Cash 69(92.00) 

Other(both, could not tell) 3(4.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 
On the question of the benefits received from the employers, this is to note that 

the type of employment in which the street children are engaged has no legal 

validity. A Child who is working in any establishment is not legally approved by the 

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000 and Child 

Labour(Prohibition and Regulation) Act 1986.  The street children normally do not 

get any special benefit from anywhere against their service. Their employers were 

also very poor and engaged in petty business like vendors, selling of chattu (dust 

of garms), chap (Fried cake), tobaco etc. on the street as vendors. In case the 

children fall sick, the employer may grant them leave and nothing else. However 

only one per cent children reported that they got leave from their employer when 

asked for it. The children working in the roadside hotels were getting monthly/ 

weekly payment at a stipulated rate but no other emoluments. Nobody gets 

benefits like holiday, medial etc. from their employers(see Table 3.19).  
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Table 3.19 

Distribution of respondents by other benefits received from employers 

Benefit received No. 

Leave 1(1.33) 

No other benefit 74(98.67) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 
The street children faced different problems in their work place. Normally the 

police do not allow them to work in or outside the station premises. The works in 

the fish or vegetable markets involved many types of hazards.  Collection of 

empty package bottles from different train compartments and tracks were not all 

that a safe job for the street children. Infighting among the children in getting 

hold over the collected bottles was a regular incident. Sometimes when they work 

alone in the station premises they feel insecure. The children who are new 

comers often encountered with different problems in their working place. The 

brokers or middle men often exploit these street children in multiple ways. 

There were other problems too. The children who were illegal migrants always 

feel insecure. They were scared of police. The passengers do not accept the street 

children cordially and accused them as thieves, snatchers etc.  About 89 per cent 

of street children reported that they were the victims of exploitation at their work 

place. Cheating by the group leaders, agents or employers were common in their 
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life( see Table 3.20).  Despite all these odds 45 per cent of street children were 

identified as working children for a long time (see Table 3.21). 

Table 3.20 

Distribution of respondents by problems encountered with work 

Nature of problems encountered No. 

Work related problem: cut money taken by police, hazardous, 

laborious, snatching of bottles by other children, not 

permanent, work alone, not regular, new at work, work not 

done due to addiction, exploitation by male, less collection, 

fighting with friends 

67(89.33) 

Other (non Indian identity, not accepted by passenger, no 

response: influence of addiction, does not work.) 

8(10.67) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

Table 3.21 

Distribution of respondents by duration of work in a year 

Duration   No. 

0 to > .6year 4(5.33) 

.6 year to 1 year 17(22.67) 

<1year to 2 years 20(26.67) 

Above 2 years 34(45.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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The street children prefer not to change their job frequently. About 73per cent 

street children did not change their original job so far. It has been observed that 

collection of empty package water bottles, old newspapers, begging, collection of 

coins near Gangaghat, loading and unloading of goods are main jobs available to 

street children in Howrah station area. It was their source of earning. They 

normally prefer to keep them engaged in those activities only and on regular 

basis. So they did not wish to change their job so far (see Table 3.22 ). 

Table 3.22 

Distribution of respondents by number of jobs changed 

Number of times jobs changed No. 

No change 55(73.33) 

One time changed 14(18.67) 

More than one time changed(two times changed, five times, 

six times) 

6(8.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages  

However of total 20 street children, 65 per cent street children changed their job 

for once to earn more as they were in need of earn more to solve certain financial 

problem of their family. Another 35per cent street children changed it out of their 

influence of their peers. They do not always stick to one job. They start their 

income by rag picking activity but after few days they join with the family business 

like hakary near Howrah station. Some of them do not want to go back their own 

home and they frequently change their jobs to avoid their parents’ chasing. Some 
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of them are beaten up by their employer so they have changed their jobs (See 

Table 3.23 ). 

Table 3.23 

Distribution of respondents by reason of changing the job 

Reason for job changed N=20 

Extra income, Financial problem 13(65.00) 

Peer influence, Father’s occupation, 

Does not want to go back home, 

Family problem, Beaten by employer 

7(35.00) 

Total 20(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

By occupation among the street children with a monthly income between Rs.1000 

to Rs. 2000, 38 per cent beggars, 25 per cent were vendors, 60 per cent  were rag 

pickers,  67 per cent  were  labourers and another 17 per cent were engaged in 

other activities like coin collection van pulling etc. And about 44 per cent of them 

were engaged in more than one job(see Table 3.24 ). 
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Table 3.24 

Distribution of respondents by occupation and income 

Occupation Income range Total 

 

Less 
than Rs 

1000 

Rs 1000 t0 Rs 
2000 

Above  Rs 2000 
to Rs 5000 

<Rs 
5000  

Begging 3(37.50) 3(37.50) 1(12.50) 1(12.50) 8(100.00) 

Sell things 1(25.00) 1(25.00) 1(25.00) 1(25.00) 4(100.00) 

Rag picking 3(6.67) 27(60.00) 13(28.88) 2(4.44) 45(100.00) 

Labour in shop 0(0.00) 2(66.66) 1(33.33) 0(0.00) 3(100.00) 

Any other work 
( no work, 

magic, 
collection of 

coin at Ganga 
river, van 

pulling, labour 
in hotel) 

1(16.66) 1(16.66) 3(50.00) 1(16.66) 6(100.00) 

Combined(beg, 
rag picking, 

selling things, 
labour in shop, 
doors-windows 
closing of train) 

1(11.11) 4(44.44) 3(33.33) 1(11.11) 9(100.00) 

Total 9(12.00) 38(50.66) 25(33.33) 6(8.00) 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

It is true that street children in Howrah worked for long hours against less 

payment. So there was a little chance to save much or in developing the habit of 

savings for future. Of the total street children, only 41 per cent of them had been 

able to save a little portion of their earnings (see table 3.25). 
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Table 3.25 

Distribution of respondents by income and savings 

Income Savings No Savings Total 

Less than  Rs 1000 2(22.22) 7(77.77) 9(100.00) 

Rs. 1000-Rs 2000 18(47.36) 20(52.63) 38(100.00) 

above Rs 2000 to less than Rs 5000 8(36.37) 14(63.63) 22(100.00) 

Above  Rs. 5000 3(50.00) 3(50.00) 6(100.00) 

Total 31(41.33) 44(58.67) 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

Male street children in the age group of 9 to 12 years liked rag picking, van 

pulling, begging, and the job as road side hotel boy. For another section of the 

same age group they were vendors by choice and engaged in chop, ghutka and 

lemon selling. The small street children kept them engaged in rag picking, begging 

and as helper in magic show activities. Female street children were mostly 

vendors (see Table 3.26).  
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Table 3.26 

Distribution of respondents by employment and age 

Type of employment Age Total 

  6 years to 
less than 9 
years 

9 years to 12 
Years 

above  12 
years 15 
years 

  

Sell things(chop selling, 
ghutka selling, lemon 
selling) 

1(25.00) 3(75.00)           0(0.00) 4(100.00) 

Rag picking,  Labour, 
Van pulling, Begging, 
Collection of old news 
paper, Hotel boy 

15 (22.38) 38(56.71) 14(20.89) 67όмллΦллύ 
 

Other(magic show in 
the train, no 
employment: as child 
depends on family and 
small in age) 

1(50.00) 1 (50.00)             0(0.00) 2(100.00) 

Combined(rag picking, 
train checking, hotel 
boy) 

0(0.00) 2(100.00) 0(0.00) 2(100.00) 

Total 17(22.66) 44(58.66) 14(18.66) 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

From the analysis of expenditure by heads it appears 86 per cent of male street 

children did not spend  any amount on account of sickness , 94 per cent  spent 

money  for their family, and mainly on food, and cloths, 89 per cent had some 

spending on movies, gambling, drinking, smoking, drugs and others.  Whereas 

none of the female street children spent money in case of their sickness. They  all 

spent the major part of their income for their family, food and clothes.   
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 Abuses Encountered 

UNICEF reported children living on the streets are mostly vulnerable to abuse and 

exploitation even if they live with their families because for poverty and lack of 

services parents are not in a position to provide appropriate care to their child 

(UNICEF, 2009:2). These children on the street grow up without suitable 

education, health care, food, accommodation, safe drinking water, security, 

protection, supervision, recreation and guidance. As these children are highly 

vulnerable on the street , many people take advantage of their vulnerability. 

In Howrah station premises, children were found living with their families on the 

abandoned platform no. 1. While the children were there all over the station 

area, they mostly slept on platforms, near the ticket counters, subway, under the 

railway over bridge and in the freight unloading area. The corridor between the 

new complex and old complex (between platform number 15 and 17) was their 

favourite spot for gambling, substance abuse etc.  

Almost all the street children said that the biggest threat to them was the police 

and who treat them with disdain and hate. Many of them had the experience of 

getting picked up from the street/ platform and taken to custody as the police 

suspect them involved in snatching, stealing and many other anti social activities.  

These children had bitter experience with the physical abuse of  the police. The 

police often beat and scold the children in the place where they sleep at night. 

Out of this fear, they had to shift their sleeping places quite often. Some 

policemen also engage a few platform children as informers to keep a watch on 

the activities of the other children to find out how much such children earn 

through illegal means and are involved in antisocial activities.   
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There are children who mostly build a rapport with the police so that their risks 

can be minimized. These children prefer facing the police rather than hiding from 

them. Rajdhani, a boy of Howrah station, says ‘I know most of the policemen. I 

have identified some of them who take bribes and ignore me even if they find me 

involved in illegal work’. There are others who avoid the police irrespective of 

whether they take bribes or not. Rani, a girl of Howrah station, says ‘I stay far 

away from the police. I feel very scared of them. I feel they will arrest and kill me’. 

These children are also afraid of being sexually harassed by  the police. 

The platform children reported that they are often abused by the coolies, cart 

pullers, vendors and shopkeepers. Such people pay little against the service they 

received from the street children and sometimes nothing. For instance when a 

cart puller who engages two street children from Howrah station to pull a cart, he 

pays them a sum of Rs.10, while he charges the vegetable vendor Rs. 70 for 

transportation. Many cart pullers in Howrah station are from veteran platform 

children. In their childhood they were assistants (pushers) of the cart pullers and 

have now turned as a fully fledged cart pullers.   

A shopkeeper who has engaged a street child in his tea stall near Howrah subway 

said that police is the main perpetrators of child abuse. Because often police 

conducts raid and put this child behind bar against some petty cases. In such a 

situation he (the shopkeeper) came forward to help him to get a bail from the 

court.  Another form of abuse of the street children is perpetrated by their 

employers. The children who earned money from different sources, some of them 

kept their small savings with their employers who promised them to offer higher 

returns. But in reality, many of these poor children did not even get their principal 

back. In most cases, the figures are juggled to fool the uneducated street children. 
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Instances are not rare when the shopkeepers openly deny any such allegation. 

Children who were hard-core drug addicts were more susceptible to such 

deception/ cheating.  

 The attitude towards saving money is another factor. Sanjoy, a station boy, says ‘I 

ignore those who advise me about saving money. I never think of saving as I am 

confident enough because I can earn money at any time’. Surjo, another station 

boy, feels very differently and says ‘I feel secure if I have saved money as it can 

help in the future. But we cannot save due to lack of safe places. We keep 

searching for secret places’. 

In Howrah station the street children often become the victims of sexual abuse. 

These abuses mostly remain unknown as children rarely disclose them. Some 

incidents have, however, come to the fore and have been described to illustrate 

the problems they face in this respect. Few children were forced to get involve in 

homosexual relationship. Quite often the older boys sexually assault the juniors 

and newcomers. They coined their own slang to describe these incidents.  

The survey reveals that 81per cent male and 83 per cent female street children 

were abused by persons like parents, employer, friends, police, relatives and anti 

socials. Female street children had experience of getting abused more by their 

parents than that of the boys. Male children on the other hand were more 

exposed to abuse from multiple sources. The street children in general were liable 

to abuse by anyone in the street. The street children including girls were quite 

susceptible to substances abuse that include cigarettes, glue and tablets (Nitrogen 

Ten). They explained that substance abuse is intimately associated with street life. 

And under peer pressure and out of fun they got exposed to abuse (see table 

3.27).    
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Table 3.27 

Distribution of respondents by exposure to abuse and sex 

Sex Types abuse faced 

 

Parents Police 

Other( 

friend, 

relative) 

Combined(parents, 

employer, friends, 

police, relatives, 

anti social) Total 

Male 4(5.79) 7(10.14) 2(2.89) 56(81.15) 69(100.00) 

Female 1(16.66) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 5(83.33) 6(100.00) 

Total 5(6.66) 7(9.33) 2(2.66) 61(81.33) 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

The children staying on the street for a year or little less than it, 50per cent of 

them were harassed by police. 10 per cent by their employers and 40per cent 

were sexually harassed by local people. Those who were staying on the street for 

longer period had more experiences with police harassment.  The majority of the 

street children alleged that they were mostly harassed both by the police and 

often by others in different capacities (see table 3.28). 
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Table 3.28 

Distribution of respondents by their duration of stay on the street and 

nature to exposure to main harassments 

Period of stay Other difficulties 

 Harassment 
by police 

Sexual 
harassment 

Any other 
harassment 

by 
employer, 

local people 
etc) 

Harassment 
by police, 

sexual 
harassment 

Harassment 
by police 
any other 

6 months to 
less than 12 
months 

5(50.00) 0(0.00) 1(10.00) 4(40.00) 0(0.00) 

12 months to  
less than 18 
months 

1(100.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 0(0.00) 

18 months to 
24 months 

20(31.25) 2(3.12) 1(1.56) 37(57.81) 2(3.12) 

Total 26(34.66) 2(2.67) 2(2.67) 41(54.66) 2(2.67) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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Chapter IV 

LIFE OF THE STREET CHILDREN: THE PATTERNS AND THE PROBLEMS 

The everyday life of the street children has been discussed in this chapter. Why 

they have selected this station area as their place of stay, how often they changed 

their place of stay and means of  earning, their delinquent activities, their 

exposure to different types of abuse and exploitation, the people involved in such 

exploitation, their food habit, types of sickness, daily activities and some other 

aspect have been presented in this chapter. Some facts of the daily life and the 

problems faced by the street children are presented in the following sections.  

The place of stay and support system 

The children who choose Howrah station as their place of stay feel quite 

comfortable in this semi-protected environment of railway station. They meet 

their daily livelihood requirements from the station premises and around it. So 

they do not feel to leave this place as such without any compulsion. In addition to 

lone children there were some children who came from other areas first time 

either with their peers or others later identified Howrah station as their safe place 

for stay. Few children in the station area stay in temporary places and they are 

like migratory birds. They are in habit of changing their place of stay quite often 

out of certain reasons.   

 The street children prefer to stay close to their place of work.  It has been 

observed that 50 per cent of children who have changed their place of stay it was 

due to their work convenience. The runaway children from family was found to 

have changed their place of stay often so that  their families could not trace them. 
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For about nine per cent street children, as  their families changed their earlier 

places out of some reasons they had to accompany them (see Table 4.1). 

 

Table:4.1 

Distribution of respondents by main reasons of changing their place of stay 

 

Reasons No. 

work convenience 22(50.00) 

Family relations 4(9.09) 

Eviction by authority 5(11.36) 

Eviction by local people 3(6.81) 

other(magic, ran away from family, restoration) 10(22.72) 

Total 44(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

Majority of the street children (81%) get support from different sources. But the 

children who are newcomers in the station area sometimes only get the services 

mainly provided by the NGOs. The survey reveals only about eleven per cent 

street children had received some kind of services only from NGOs and support in 

kind. However a section of street children were dependent on services from 

multiple sources which have helped them to survive even in the midst of despair  

(see Table 4.2). 
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Table 4.2 

Distribution of  respondents by  support received by other organizations 

Supported by other organization Respondents 

Relatives, Friends 3(4.00) 

Non Govt Organization 8(10.67) 

Other(employer,foster mother, parents) 3(4.00) 

Combined ( relatives, friends, non govt. organization, govt. 

organization, employer etc.) 61(81.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

The study reveals that mobility of the street children is highly influenced by a 

number of external factors and internal group dynamics which affect the nature, 

structure and composition of these groupings. The mobility of street children in 

most cases is greatly affected by weather conditions. During rainy season, leaving 

the open space they move to some protected or covered space, or shift to the 

nearby places like goods yard of new complex, taxi stand, under Howrah bridge. 

They particularly in rainy season construct lean-ton by spreading a polythene 

sheet from the walls, inside which a person cannot even stand properly.  

The children living in jhupries near Martin bridge or Tikiapara slum also suffered 

considerably during rainy season. Their jhupris poorly thatched with polythene 

sheets, gunny sacks or bamboos and cannot protect them properly from rain. 

Their residential areas also suffer from water logging. When there is a continuous 

rain the floor of their jhupris turned muddy and invite a pain of hail. This 

dampness in their floor remains for quite some time even after rainy season. The 
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street children  living in the jhupris in the Tikiapara area suffer particularly when 

the water of the nearby canal over flows due to heavy rain. It actually floods their 

many jhupris located to the canal.    

In summer, most of the street children, whether they are in jhupris, streets or in 

platforms, sleep completely in the open space. However they face the problem of 

mosquitoes, rats and dogs in night. As a result, children mostly suffer from 

malaria, dog bites particularly in summer season. Their indigenous devices like 

use of smoke by burning cow dung cake or egg try made of thick paper etc. 

cannot give them permanent relief from the attack of mosquitoes. Sleeping on 

open pavement or platform is risky as there is a possibility that at night, the 

reckless drivers of buses, trucks or other vehicles accidentally can smash their 

sleeping bodies. Such incidents are not rare in Howrah bus stand or Tikiapara 

slum areas.  However, as a safety measure, children put little embankment on the 

side of the   sleeping spots by using railway sleepers, bricks or stones. But they 

believe that if bad luck comes nobody can save them.   

Exposure to Delinquency and Abuse  

In Howrah station area the street children (61%) were involved in different types 

of delinquent activities like sniffing dendrite( glue), chewing ghutka, pick 

pocketing and gambling etc. The children who are on the street for the longer 

time there was a tendency in getting involved in different types of criminal 

activities and substance abuse. They were identified as the hardcore street 

children and somewhat different in behaviour. About 15 per cent street children 

were smokers. 19 per cent were engaged in begging and theft and five per cent 

were addicted to sniff dendrite (glue) (See Table 4.3). 
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Table 4.3 

Distribution of respondents by delinquent activities 

Type of delinquent activity No. 

Smoking 11(14.67) 

Others: dendrite, ghutka, slang word, no delinquency 4(5.33) 

begging, theft 14(18.67) 

Combined (smoking,others: dentrite, slang word, 

ghutka, gambling, begging,drinking, pickpocketing, 

theft etc ) 46(61.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

These addicted street children were often found engaged in clandestine activities 

like stealing, pick pocketing etc. They spent a major part of their earning  to meet 

up their  addiction needs. It may be possible to rehabilitate them by sending to 

any drug de addiction centre or any Children’s Home for proper care and 

protection. They need a long term treatment and rigorous counselling. One 

preventive measure may be taken for the new comers as well as the children of 

minor age may be kept isolated from street environment and put them in safer 

place under the state vigilance. In a similar study Sandhu observes that these 

delinquent children are economically quite unstable. Some of them are absolutely 

orphan or abandoned with little or no schooling back ground. They were mostly 

unskilled, unemployed and earn low wages. They were either run away, lost or 

missing children. They were found to sleep on the pavement or railway platforms. 
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They are subject to attack by fellow pavement sleepers and with no hope either in 

present or future (Sandhu 1977).  

In Howrah station area the street children were neglected by their parents and 

tortured by police, employer, friend, relatives and anti socials. About 81 per cent 

street children were abused or exploited by their parents; employer, friends, 

police, relatives and anti socials (see Table 4.4).   

 

Table 4.4 

Distribution of respondents by  type of abusers 

 

Type of abusers No. 

Parents 5(6.67) 

Other(friends, relatives) 2(2.67) 

Police 7(9.33) 

Combined(parents, employer, friends, 

police, relatives, anti social) 61(81.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

  Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

They were forced to escape or leave their homes and reside in the street or 

station area because of maltreatment, abuse and exploitation they experienced 

from their parents, step father or mother, elder brothers or relatives and 

employers while working informally in shops, hotels, tea stalls etc. Abuse, in most 

cases, took the form of severe beating and insults for trivial mistakes. Constant 
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neglect at the family compelled them to opt for a street life. Various reasons 

including constant domestic work and lack of care, parents’ ill treatment, sickness 

of a parent/ guardian especially father, conjugal instability and neglect from step 

parent compelled them to leave the family/ home. The peers acted as supportive 

means for their existence on the street and helped develop their ability to cope-

up with the street life, with regard to food, shelter, entertainment, earning and 

protection, particularly during their early days on the street. Street children 

believe that they enjoy a certain amount of freedom such as away from routine 

jobs or life they had to cope with while staying with their families. A child 

explained that ‘the street is better than home. You can move freely, go to the 

cinema and play games. It is not that bad’. They are often influenced   by the 

presence of other senior brothers or sisters on the street, who acted as their ‘role 

models’. These street children often move together and protect each other in any 

crisis situation.  

With reference to physical abuses it has been observed that children may accept 

other types of physical abuses but they do not tolerate any sort of beating or 

thrashing that creates anger among them, makes determined to leave their own 

home and that ultimately push them to the street (See Table 4.5). 
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Table 4.5 

Distribution of respondents by nature of physical abuse 

Nature of abuse No. Male Female 

Beating 21(28.00) 20(95.23) 1(4.76) 

Fighting 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Assault 4(5.33) 4(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Neglect 6(8.00) 5(83.33) 1(16.67) 

Beating, Fighting 16(21.33) 16(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Fighting,Assult 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Beating, Neglect 8(10.67) 5(62.5) 3(37.5) 

Fighting, Slangword 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Slangword, Neglect 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Neglect,Tourcher 1(1.33) 0(0.00) 1(100.00) 

Beating, Fighting, Neglect 8(10.67) 8(100.00)) 0(0.00) 

Beating, Assult, Neglect 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Beating, Slangword, Neglect 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Bulling, Slangword,Neglect 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Beating, Fighting, Slangword, Neglect 2(2.67) 2(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Beating, Assult 2(2.67) 2(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 69(92.00) 6(8.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

About 31 per cent of street children were rather silent about their exposure to 

sexual abuse. They are quite conservative to express their experiences in this 

regard. With reference to nature of sexual abuse about one third (15%) of male 



99 
 

children were forced to build homosexual/gay relationship with the peers and 

some others. The street girls also faced kissing, molestation type of sexual abuse 

within and outside the peer group.  

Majority of the street children had different types of experiences with sexual 

abuses. Particularly among the male children of adolescent and above age 

homosexuality was a common practice. A few (9%) street children were even 

involved in making sexual relationship with street girls that however mainly 

continued to kissing and fondling (see Table 4.6).    

Table 4.6 

Distribution of respondents by nature of exposure to sexual abuse 

Type of abuse No. Male Female 

Homosex 22(29.33) 22(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Sexual relationship with street girl 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Kissing 1(1.33) 0(0.00) 1(100.00) 

Peer group 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Not get any response 23(30.67) 21(91.30) 2(8.70) 

Homosex, Sexual relationship with street 
girl 

11(14.67) 11(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Homosex, Kissing 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Homosex, Peer group 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Homosex, Old Children 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Sexual relationship with street girl, Kissing 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Homosex, Sexual relationship with street 
girl, Kissing 

1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Kissing, Molestation 3(4.00) 0(0.00) 3(100.00) 
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Type of abuse No. Male Female 

Homosex, Sexual relationship with street 
girl, Kissing, Molestation 

7(9.33) 7(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Homosex, Sexual relationship with street 
girl, Kissing, Molestation, Peer group 

1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 69((92.00) 6(8.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

The nature of sexual exploitation varies from victim of homosexuality to even 

rape. Some parents in the slums narrated the incidents where their young 

daughters, who worked as maid servants, had been sexually assaulted by the sons 

of their employers. They also scared that the life of their young daughters/ sisters 

is unsafe where the local antisocial dominate. The incidents of attempt to rape 

street girls by truck drivers, porters and local gundas are not rare in Howrah 

station and its adjacent areas.  In Howrah vegetable market area, the places near 

Nataraj hotel and bus stand area the parents of street children narrated the 

incidents how they saved the prestige of a few young ladies of their jhupries from 

the hand of local hooligans who attempted to kidnap them at midnight. The age 

of homosexual victims varies from 8 to 15 years. In most cases the culprit 

identified for such immoral act are the porters, truck drivers, rickshaw pullers, 

workers in hotels and shops and similar other so-called rustic people. Such people 

take the undue advantage of the poverty of the homeless children and exploit 

them sexually by paying them ten to fifty rupees, or even simply by giving them a 

piece of bread or a small packet of sweet. 
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The on duty police staff often allows the street children to live and work in the 

station premises as well as street instead of money. It is an old practice and a 

form of economic exploitation and abuse. The street children collect used 

disposable water bottles in the stationpremises. But when they proceed to sell all 

those things outside the station, the police ask to pay some money. Otherwise 

they are detained by the police for unauthorized entry in the station premises. 

Even they are detained in the station and charge sheeted by the police.  

Money extortion by the group leader was not all that uncommon among the 

street children. The group leader keeps the power in the group. Power relations in 

a group are also based on the capacity for providing loans including narcotic 

substances, electronic goods, clothes and even partners for sexual activities. The 

process of loaning assumes that the lender has more than what he or she needs 

or has earned it by sheer ability (Paul, 2014:19). As Guddu says ‘lending money 

and substances make me very important’. The ‘leader’ is usually one who rates 

highly on the factors mentioned above. Gradually, the others listen to him or her 

and in this process the child becomes the leader. There can be more than one 

child who gets prominence in a particular group. Children who are risk-takers 

mostly try to become leaders. They consciously perform activities which will make 

them powerful and popular like Samim who says that he does things which force 

others to obey him. The children join or break away from groupings based on 

their calculations of opportunities to earn.  

They are also cheated by the shop keepers whom they sell their rags. Some of 

them work in stalls and shops with minimum wage. They even do not get their 

required monthly payment regularly. In case of female street children their 
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income often appropriated by their parents or group leader. Their earnings are 

snatched by the male street children. They are also cheated by the shopkeepers 

whom they sell their rags (see Table 4.7). 

Table: 4.7 

Distribution of respondents by nature of exposure to economic abuse 

Type of  abuse No. Male Female 

Cut money taken by police 35(46.67) 34(97.14%) 1(2.85%) 

Cheating 5(6.67) 4(80%) 1(20%) 

Less money 9(12.00) 9(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Snatching money by children 6(8.00) 5(83.33%) 1(16.67%) 

Exploitation 2(2.67) 2(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Money extortion 8(10.67) 5(62.50%) 3(37.50%) 

No response 2(2.67) 2(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Cut money, No monthly payment` 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Cut money,Less money 2(2.67) 2(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Less money,Exploitation 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Exploitation, Money extortion 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Less money, Exploitation, Money extortion 1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Cut money,No monthly Less money, 
Money extortion 

1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Cut money, No monthly payment, 
Exploitation, Money extortion 

1(1.33) 1(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 69(92.00) 6(8.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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Health and Hygiene 

Most of the street children (97%) live in unhygienic condition. So they suffer from 

various ailments and diseases (see Table 4.8). They were mostly under clad (93%) 

and under nourished (99%). The nutritional status of the street children was very 

poor. The causes of malnutrition among street children are multiple and 

interrelated. Consumption of inadequate dietary intake of essential nutrients, 

faulty dietary habits and repeated illness are the immediate causes of 

malnutrition among them. About 25 per cent street children were suffering from  

scabies, another 21 per cent were suffering from the diseases like scabies, lice, 

rickets; conjunctivitis etc.  

 Scabies are common among the street children. Such skin diseases were very 

much linked with their dirty and unhygienic living and work condition. They are 

always at high risk of chronic health problems such as respiratory diseases, 

parasitic infections, skin infection and related health problems as well as exposure 

to a wide range of other diseases.  A few (5%) street children were mentally 

retarded. Parents used them as beggars and they earn money by displaying their 

disabilities to the public. 

Table 4.8 

Distribution of respondents by status of health  hygiene 

Distribution of respondents by their physical health No. 

Poor 73(97.33) 

Normal 2(2.67) 

Distribution of respondents by condition of hygiene 

Poor 73(97.33) 

Normal 2(2.67) 
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Distribution of respondents by their clothes 

Underclad 70(93.33) 

So so 5(6.67) 

Distribution of respondents by their nutritional status 

Undernourished 74(98.67) 

Normal 1(1.33) 

Distribution of respondents by disease/ illness 

Scabis 19(25.33) 

Lice 27(36.00) 

Conjunctivitis 3(4.00) 

Rickets 2(2.67) 

Others: big belly  2(2.67) 

Combined( scabis, lice, ricket, conjunctivitis) 16(21.33) 

No disease 6 ( 8.00) 

Distribution of the respondents by  nature of physical/ mental disabilities 

Mentally retarded 4(5.33) 

Other(night blindness) 1(1.33) 

No handicapped 70(93.33) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

Fever was common among 71 per cent of the street children in Howrah (see Table 

4.9). The reason may be they have no proper place to sleep.  Sometimes they 

sleep under the shade or sometimes without it or even under the sky.   Howrah 

station and its surroundings are polluted by smokes of vehicles and trains. That 

invites the diseases like asthma (3%) among the street children. They were also 
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attacked by the disease like jaundice (3%) and anemia. They face respiratory 

problems due to glue sniffing, cigarette smoking etc. 

 Many street children also suffer from the diseases like stomach ache(3%), 

weakness(1%), vomiting(1%), water stool(1%), headache(1%) etc due to their 

unhygienic food habit. Dog bite (4%) is also common problem in Howrah station.  

As street children do not maintain personal hygiene nor do take regular bath so 

they suffer from various types of skin diseases (3%). Working in unhygienic 

conditions and neglecting personal hygienic care cause scabies to them.    

Street children often view the types of diseases they experience as ‘minor or 

normal’ as long as they can move, work and run. Sickness to them often means 

‘inability to move or work’. It is interesting that as ‘old’ street children are quite 

conditioned to the street environment and have acquired certain immunity they 

have lesser sufferings from common diseases compared to others. 

 
Table 4.9 

Distribution of respondents by type of sickness 

Type of Sickness No. 

Fever 53(70.67) 

Asthema 2(2.67) 

Jaundice, Pox 3(4.00) 

Eye problem 2(2.67) 

Stomach ache, Weakness, Vomiting, Water stool, Head ache 6(8.00) 

Dog bite 3(4.00) 

Skin disease 2(2.67) 

No disease 4(5.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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The survey reveals that on an average the maximum duration of sickness for 

street children was thirty days in a year.  The children who were affected by the 

diseases like pox, jaundice etc. had suffered for a longer time. In such cases they 

kept them refrained from their daily activities. The street children were as such 

least bothered about their sickness. They could hardly remember the type of 

sickness from which they suffered in previous year and the number of days.  The 

average duration of their sickness varied from thirty to fifteen days in a year.   

 In case of any serious illness, they go to their native places or seek assistance 

from any NGOs.  They (85 %) used to take medical assistance only at the time of 

their acute or prolonged illness. A smaller proportion (9 %) did not look for any 

medical assistance at the time of their sickness (see Table 4.10). 

 

Table 4.10 

Distribution of respondents by medical assistance received 

Medical assistance received No. 

Medical assistance received 64(85.33) 

Did not receive medical assistance 7(9.33) 

No sickness 4(5.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

Majority of street children (40%) got  medical assistance from the NGOs  who are 

working for the street children and providing medical assistance to them. About 

37 per cent of the street children availed the treatment and medicine from 

outpatient unit of the district hospital.   
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Some of them (5%) purchased medicines from medicine shops. They can get 

medicine either from the government hospital as per doctor’s prescription or 

from NGOs at free of cost. So they like it as they need not to pay anything  from 

their own pocket. Sometimes, in case of serious illness, they got admitted to the 

hospital. Normally the children go for purchasing medicine from the shops when 

NGOs are not available to them (see Table 4.11). Self-medication is common 

among street children who initially consult each other when they feel sick.   

 

Table 4.11 

Distribution of respondents by sources of medical assistance 

Sources of medical assistance No. 

Govt hospital 28(37.33) 

NGO 30(40.00) 

Parents  2(2.67) 

Own 4(5.33) 

Govt. hospital,NGO 1(1.33) 

No sickness 4(5.33) 

Did not get any help 6(8.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

Food is the most important requirement for sustenance of life. It has direct 

linkage with physical and mental growth and working ability of a person. But in 

case of the majority of street children their poor parents were unable to feed 
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them properly when they were  at home. At times some of the children remained 

unfed or half fed.  

Street children did not have any specific choice for breakfast. But majority (72%) 

of them like puri, sabji, tea, bread, muri, ghugni, biscuit and chattuetc as breakfast 

items. Some street children do not take breakfast at all. They like to take early 

lunch only (see Table 4.12). 

 

Table 4.12 

Distribution of respondents by items consumed in breakfast 

Items consumed No. 

Puri, Muri, Biscuit, Bread, Rice 11(14.67) 

Chattu, Tea 5(6.67) 

No breakfast 5(6.67) 

Combined( puri,sabji, tea, bread, muri, ghugni, biscuit, sabji, 

chattu) 54(72.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

 

For 13 per cent street children, their breakfast item was the leftover food of the 

passengers at the trains. Majority (45%) of street children spent on breakfast on 

their own. Parents (7%) who were staying with their children used to give money 

to their children to get their breakfast items  on payment or collect breakfast  

from their houses( 4%). Few children also collect breakfast from different NGOs  

(see Table 4.13). 
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Table 4.13 

Distribution of respondents by their sources of breakfast 

Sources  No. 

Self prepared 34(45.33) 

From home 3(4.00) 

Train checking 10(13.33) 

Parents, Brother 5(6.67) 

Employer 3(4.00) 

Begging 2(2.67) 

No breakfast 5(6.67) 

Combined(father,brother, own, trainchecking, ngo, from 

home, parents, employer, begging) 13(17.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

  

For 97 per cent of street children their common lunch items were rice, meat / 

fish/ egg and vegetables. Non vegetarian items were their preferred food items. 

Field observations reveal that street children in Howrah often eat food very fast. 

They are seen almost swallowing food and in large quantities.  When food cannot 

be purchased, children eat what they can get by any means( see Table 4.14).  
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Table 4.14 

Distribution of respondents by the items  consumed at lunch 

Items   No. 

Bread/ loaf 2(2.67) 

Combined(rice, meat, rice, fish, vegetable, egg) 73(97.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

  

Among the street children 53 per cent used to get lunch provided by NGOs, 

another 11 per cent used to buy lunch items from their own pockets.  Collection 

of leftovers food stuff by the passengers in the trains and begging were the main 

sources of food for lunch for a section of children. A few children admitted that in 

absence of regular means they even gone for stealing food items from different 

places and even eating the remains of food thrown in garbage pits (see Table 

4.15). 

Table 4.15 

Distribution of respondents by the sources of lunch 

Sources No. 

Own/ self made 8(10.67) 

From home 2(2.67) 

Train Checking, Begging 7(9.33) 

NGO 40(53.33) 

Parents 5(6.67) 

Employer 2(2.67) 

Combined(father,brother, own, NGO, from home, parents, 
train checking, employer, begging) 11(14.66) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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Living conditions 

Among the street children majority (69%) of them used to stay at on footpath, 

open space and especially on  railway platform(see Table 4.16). They do not have 

any fixed type of shelter.  The street children outside the station premises were 

mostly found on the street and footpaths. They do not like to stay at railway 

platform, station yard etc. for several reasons. 

Table 4.16 

Distribution of respondents by types of  shelter 

Type of Shelter No. Male Female 

Street/Footpath 10(13.33) 10(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Open space( railway platforms) 4(5.33) 4(100.00) 0(0.00) 

Other(slums near Howrah station) 9(12.00) 7(77.78) 2(22.22) 

Combined( street/footpath, Open space 

(railway platform), station yard, hume pipe)  52(69.33) 48(92.30) 4(7.6) 

Total 75(100.00) 69(92.00) 6(8.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

    

A section of street children stay in slums close to Howrah station. They use 

Howrah station as their place of earning. In the Howrah station area street 

children preferred to stay at railway platforms, around eateries, bus depots, 

markets, car parks, shopping places, signal points etc. Some of them like to 

choose such places from where they could easily collect rags. The above places 

are suitable for their begging, colleting rags, waste food etc. They beg food from 

the passengers near shops, tea stalls etc. They collect used disposable water 

bottles thorn by the passengers. They beg near bus depots, shopping places, 
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railway platforms etc. They used to collect broken plastic glasses, iron scraps, old 

newspaper etc from the dumping ground etc. They also collect or beg vegetable 

from the vegetable market and sell those to the small retail shops. In signal point 

they use to clean glasses of the car and earn money. 

 About 25 per cent street children preferred to stay at railway platforms. These 

children are platform centric and they used to collect empty water bottles from 

these platforms. They are old enough in the station and like to live in a group( see 

Table 4.17). 

 

Table 4.17 

Distribution of respondents by their preferred place of stay 

Preferred place of stay No. 

Railway platforms 19(25.33) 

Railway platform, Around eateries 23(30.67) 

Combined (railway platform, bus depots, markets, car parks, 

around eateries, shopping places, dumping ground,  signal 

points)  33(44.00) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

  

By economic activities most (60%) of the street children in Howrah station area 

were rag pickers. They regularly collect used empty disposable water bottles, 

news papers etc. Another 11 per cent were engaged in begging in and around the 

station premises. Some children were engaged in other works like collection of 

coin at bathing ghat of Ganga river, van pulling, boy in hotel. A few street children 
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earn money by showing magic show in the train and places like Ganga ghat. For 

some children their job was to unload fish packets from the goods trains at the 

early morning and bring those packets from the station premises to the wholesale 

fish market located close to Howrah station by pushing hand carts. The number of 

street children working in different shops was very small. The shopkeepers are 

less interested to employ street children as their assistant. Also they are 

somewhat scared about the child labour Acts and the consequences (see Table 

4.18).  

Table 4.18 

Distribution of respondents by  engagement in specific work 

Types of earning No. 

Beg 8(10.67) 

Sell things 4(5.33) 

Rag picking 45(60.00) 

Labour in shop 3(4.00) 

Any other work (no work, magic, collection of coin at Ganga 

river, van pulling, labour in hotel) 6(8.00) 

Combined(beg, rag picking, selling things, labour in shop, 

doors-windows closing of train) 9(12.00)  

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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Chapter V 

REHABILITATION OF THE STREET CHILDREN: PROSPECTS AND PROBLEMS 

Street children phenomenon is not new or confined in a particular region in the 

world. Many countries throughout the world have faced this problem and 

responded this problem in their own ways. While at some places the problem is 

being tackled in a systematic manner, in many other situations the responses 

have been just ad hoc (Agrawal, 2003: 163).  India is not free from this problem 

and the rehabilitation of street children is a matter of great concern of the Indian 

government.  UNICEF makes an influence throughout the world in almost all the 

governments to set up a separate legislation to rehabilitate the children in 

difficult circumstances. As a result of it, many governments have started schemes 

or programmes to rehabilitate this children. 

Street children who are found in the Howrah station area are orphan, parentless, 

semi orphan or destitute. For such children Government of India has passed a law 

‘Juvenile Justice Care and Protection of Children Act’ in 2000. As per this act, 

children who stay in the station premises or on the street with or without parents 

may be shifted to Children’s Home(Section 34), Observation Home(Section 8), 

Special Home(Section 9) and Shelter Home (Section 37) by the law implementing 

agencies. This law has sufficient provisions for institutional care of the children in 

difficult circumstances. Through this institutional care the children may get their 

education and other basic needs like food, clothes and shelter etc. But now the 

amendment of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 2000 focuses 

on the non institutional care system for the rehabilitation of street children. In 

most countries the institutional approach has been replaced by non 
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institutionalservices. It basically gives a logical shifting from dependency model to 

empowerment model. 

The Chapter IV of this Act describes about the rehabilitation and social 

reintegration of child. The rehabilitation and social reintegration of a child begin 

during the stay of the child in a Children’s Home or Special Home. It may be 

carried out alternatively by adoption, foster care, sponsorship and sending the 

child to an after care organization. The main purpose of this rehabilitation 

programme is to ensure linkage between various governmental, 

nongovernmental, corporate and other community agencies for facilitating 

rehabilitation of the child (J.J. Act 2000). 

Present status 

A review (2011) of child protection system for the period 2007 to 2012 by 

Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD), identified key concerns such 

as the major gaps in the qualitative and quantitative data on children in need of 

care and protection, absence of standards for care, poor institutional 

infrastructure under the juvenile justice system and the near complete absence of 

non-institutional and family- based care systems for children (Harper and Iyer, 

2013 : 178-179). 

In 2009-2010 the same ministry launched a programme for the children in need of 

care and protection. The name of the programme was Integrated Child Protection 

Scheme (ICPS). The great achievement of this scheme was all state governments 

had initiated this programme and as a result of it 548 CWCs, 561 JJBs, 23 State 

Child Protection Societies (SCPS), 18 State Adoption Resource Agencies, 438 

District Child Protection Societies (DCPS) in 16 states established under this 

scheme (Harper and Iyer, 2013: 179). 
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The present strategic plan of ministry encourages non-institutional care method 

instead of institutional care method. It is globally accepted that family is the best 

place for the children but it is true that institutional care is still the only option for 

many disadvantaged children in India. So family may be strengthened to provide 

better service for the children and institutional care may be accepted as the last 

resort.  However there are many evidences when children are abused and 

exploited in these institutional care systems.  In Howrah station a majority of 

children (55%) stay alone and law implementing agency like the police may wean 

them from the street. Police can make an attempt to trace their family and 

restore them to their family.  Efforts may be made to strengthen families’ 

capabilities to care and protect their children. Families may be linked and 

coordinated with the various existing welfare schemes of government  to 

strengthen their capacities. 

There are other schemes like National Urban Health Mission, Mid-day meals 

provisions for street children, bridge schools etc. , which are also available for 

street children. National Urban Health Mission provides health check up facilities 

for street children. Government has taken decision that they will provide Mid-day 

meal  at railway station and bus stands for the street children.  The children who 

are not in formal school system may get vocational training and education 

through this bridge schools. 

Rehabilitation of Street Children: Some Field Experiences 

In Howrah there are two NGO run Children’s Homes for boys, one NGO run 

Children’s Home for girls, one government home for girls, one NGO run 

Observation Home for boys, one NGO run After Care Home for boys, two 

Specialized Adoption Agencies(SAA). In addition to those there are two NGO run 
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open shelters ( as per ICPS Programme) operates in this district. These residential 

programmes are mainly meant for children in need of care and protection. 

Rehabilitation of Street Children: A Preventive Approach 

Children who leave their home first time keep lot of anger and hurt. Other than 

compulsion sometimes they leave their home out of curiosity and adventure. The 

children who are new to the street often face the harsh realities and unconducive 

atmosphere of the  city life. Sometimes they like to go back to their native place. 

In these circumstances, adults’ presence and counselling to the street children 

may help them wean from street habitat and go back to their family. 

The children who are staying on the street for more than two weeks by 

overcoming the initial fears and crisis got adjusted with the social process prevail 

there. They try to be friendly with the other street operators and seek their 

support to settle down. They tell lies effortlessly and keep them busy with other 

street children.  A constant keep in touch mechanism is required for them for 

guidance and counselling to make them understand the disadvantages and 

danger of street life. First of all they may be shifted to the Children’s Home for 

shelter so that they can be weaned from the street life. Along with that life-skill 

education may be provided to them for their rehabilitation. 

The children who are platform veterans  are very difficult to rehabilitate. They feel 

comfortable on the platform and test drugs, sniffing and alcohol. Here they enjoy 

absolute freedom and hardly thought of returning at home. A constant street 

presence is required for them to build some level of trust and after that they may 

be invited to join in the camp on life skill activities. A separate camp for them may 

be arranged and attended by a group of experts consisting of psychiatist, doctor, 
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social worker. After wards they may be shifted to the rehabilitation centre with 

the help of district child welfare committee. 

Majority (59 %) of male street children liked to go to rehabilitation centre. They 

may be weaned from the street and put to the rehabilitation centres. About 50 

per cent girl street children want to go to the rehabilitation centres because they 

feel that street is not safe place for them. These female street children may be 

isolated immediately and may be put to the rehabilitation centre with the help of 

present juvenile justice mechanism. A constant outreach process requires to 

protect other 50 per cent female street children who have refused to go to the 

rehabilitation centre (see Table 5.1). 

 

Table 5.1 

Distribution of respondents by length of stay on the street and desired to be 

rehabilitated 

Period of stay on the street Like to go to rehabilitation centre  

 

Yes No Total 

6 months to 12 months 2 (20.00) 8(80.00) 10(100.00) 

< 12 months to 18 months 0(0.00) 1(100.00) 1(100.00) 

< 18 months to 24 months 42 (65.62) 22(34.37) 64(100.00) 

Total 44(58.66) 31(41.33) 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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Though they were suffering from lack of food, lack of cloth, lack of shelter, lack of 

education and others but majority (56%) of the street children had expectation to 

get permanent employment somewhere. Another (41%) asked for multiple help 

like food, employment, shelter, education, health services and even repatriation 

to Bangladesh from the government, N.G.Os or other agencies(See Table 5.2).  

Table 5.2 

Distribution of respondents by nature of help expected from Govt/ NGO/any 

other 

Nature help expected No. 

Shelter 1(1.33) 

Education 1(1.33) 

Employment 42(56.00) 

Combined (food, employment, 

shelter,education,health, wanted to 

go back Bangladesh) 31(41.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

There were few children of senior age who were searching for Jobs so that they 

could help their family or run a peaceful life. About 41 per cent of street children 

did not want to go to the rehabilitation centre (See Table 5.3). They liked to stay 

on the street or platform which is their place of income. So they thought that if 

they go to the rehabilitation centre they will lose their income.   
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Table 5.3 

Distribution of respondents by interest to go to rehabilitationcentre 

Nature of interest  No. 

Yes 44(58.67) 

 No 31(41.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

Prospects 

 Majority (67%) of the street children had no experience with vocational training 

or skill training in Howrah station. So there is a scope to involve these street 

children in vocational training or skill training.  That may help them for their 

rehabilitation in future. Only 33 per cent of street children had some kind of 

vocational or skill training.  They somehow came in contact with some NGOs and 

from where they got some   vocational or skill training (See Table 5.4).  

Table 5.4 

Distribution of respondents having   vocational / skill 

training 

Response No. 

No 50(66.67) 

Yes 25(33.33) 

Total 75(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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About 52 per cent of street children got training in envelop making, card painting 

and paper cutting, 32 per cent received training on motor cycle repairing, bag 

making, candle making and jwellery polishing and another 12 per cent in tailoring, 

embroidery etc. (See Table 5.5). They got those training while they were with the 

NGOs. But later they forgot those training as they dissociate themselves with the 

NGOs and returned again to the street life. However possibilities are there to 

further get them involved in the vocational or skill training which may ultimately 

help them for their rehabilitation. 

Table 5.5 

Distribution of respondents by  types of vocational/ skill training received 

Type of Skill N=25 

Envelop making, Card painting, Paper 

cutting 13(52.00%) 

Tailoring, Embrodary,  3(12.00%) 

Motor cycle repairing, Ladies bag 

making, candel making,  jwellery 

polishing 8(32.00%) 

Other( magic show) 1(4.00%) 

Total 25(100.00) 

Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
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Problems of rehabilitation 

Police on the Question of Street Children  

The views of the police officers about the street children were it is the parents 

who sent their children to Howrah station to beg money and it is part of their 

income. Some parents also stay with their children on the platform. These 

children are mostly from the adjacent areas like Tikiapara, Martin bridge, Pilkhana 

etc. Some of them are parentless. The families who are staying on the platforms 

often got involved in criminal activities and keep engage their children in different 

activities.  So on the part of the police there is a need to keep an watch on them, 

drive them out from the station premises and do not allow them to stay here for 

longer time.  On the question of rehabilitation of the street children, though it 

was not their immediate concern, but if situation demands they can call some 

enlisted NGOs and handover these children to them.   

The general attitude and perception of the police personnel about the street 

children and their rehabilitation may be noted below.  

1. They always thought these children as a outsider, criminals etc.  

2. Sometimes they use them as spy or informer to identify other criminal.  

3. Police even collect money from them.  

4. They do not have any clear idea of these children’s rehabilitation and think that 

it is other’s responsibility.  

5. They think that rehabilitation of street children is not their primary concern.  
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6. As per the Juvenile Justice Act, Second officer in each police station is the child 

welfare officer but in reality the role of child welfare officer is less specified  for 

their rehabilitation.  Most of the police personnel are found to keep them busy to 

maintain law and order of the area.  They are least bothered about the 

rehabilitation of the street children. Ideally police is the main stakeholder for the 

rehabilitation and reintegration of the children to their family or any institutional 

care with the help of Child Welfare Committee (C.W.C) of the district. A Special 

Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU) is there in the district for proper execution of the law. 

But at present there are two SJUP unites in the district. One is for city police and 

another is for rural police. One Anti Human Trafficking Unit (AHTU) is there in the 

city police commissionarate. But it is less concerned with the problems of street 

children. 

Child Welfare Committee on the Question of Street Children 

 The chairman of Child Welfare Committee (C.W.C) was somewhat critical about 

the street children. He opined that these children have created criminal gang in 

the station area and involved in organized crime.  He branded these children as 

delinquent. 

Data indicate that 49 per cent of children are staying for long time on the street. It 

is really difficult to rehabilitate them immediately. Particularly, about 41per cent 

male street children denied to go to any rehabilitation centre. They are mostly 

senior by age and some of them have past experience of rehabilitation. They have 

their gangs in the station and its adjacent areas. These gangs are named as Raju’s 

Gang, Haddi’s Gang, Bapi’s Gang, Sonia’s Gang etc. They are engaged in activities 

like pick pocketing, snatching, stealing etc.  
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 These children were weaned from the street by the NGO workers or police many 

times. CWC sent them for rehabilitation but they either escaped from there or 

their parents made them get released from these rehabilitation centres. They 

again reached to the street and got involved in different criminal activities. They 

help their families financially. So their families were interested to get them back 

to the streets not in the rehabilitation centres. The quality of services provided by 

these rehabilitation centres were not all that satisfactory and there is 

considerable need to improve them. In this matter the CWC may ask for a 

periodic report from the officer in charge of the rehabilitation centres. There was 

also a recommendation that children who were from other states or districts 

would be sent to their native states or district with proper recommendation from 

CWC at the time of their restoration , reintegration and rehabilitation.      

Station Manager on the Question of Street Children 

The station manager was very much critical about the presence of street children 

in and around the station premises. He observes: 

NGOs are encouraging these children to stay in the station for their business 

purpose. They are providing food to them within the station premises. So why the 

children will leave the station premises when they are getting food free of cost, 

collecting empty bottles from the station premises and selling those to  earn 

money. So they will not leave the Howrah station. Simultaneously these NGOs are 

getting their clients and sending these lists to their sponsors to get more funds. In 

this business the interest of the station is ignored.   
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Focus Group Discussion 

Two group discussions were organized during the field work. The first group 

discussion was held in Howrah station in which eight representatives from porters 

participated.  Four were from red porter (coolee) and four from non red category. 

The second group discussion was held in goods yard of Howrah station in which 

there were representatives from hawkers. They were eleven in number. The aim 

of these group discussions was to record the views of different stakeholders 

about the street children, more particularly to understand the problem of street 

children in Howrah station area through the eyes of hawkers and porters.  In the 

perception of   Porters the meaning of street children is ‘Bad boys/ girls’. They 

address the street children as Kangali. All they have a kind of negative attitude 

towards the street children.  

Almost all the hawkers described street children as ‘Kangali’ means hungry 

Poor.They are mostly Muslims and either from single parent or 

disorganisedfamilies.They viewed the street children as child labour and who 

mostly work as rag picker.  

In general the porters were in view that the   street children create lots of 

problem in Howrah station area. Many passengers and vendors use their service 

by paying them low wage or simply against food. Passengers often use them as a 

cheapporter and pay little, sometimes only one third of the amount fixed for an 

authorized railway coolee. The vendors frequently use them to carry their 

materials against a minimum payment or some food.   All such practices affect the 

interest and income of regular porters in the station.  
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The hawkers in the station premises expressed their dissatisfaction over the 

unauthorized presence of street children in and around the station area. To them, 

it is very odd looking that the children are begging from their customers. They 

also disturb the customers and ask money and food from them. The kind hearted 

customers often give some food to them but the majority do not. They rather 

scold them. On the question of the street children the hawkers were unhappy and 

alleged that these children are hampering their business.   

 These street children according to the hawkers engaged in criminal activities like 

snatching, stealing etc. in the station area. Despite occasional police action 

against them, they anyhow manage to get bail from the Jail and appear again on 

the street. The porters were also in view that the street children also addicted to 

different kinds of drugs and regularly engaged in consuming  dendrite (glue), 

ganja, charas, heroin, sarab( alcohol), cigarate and biri etc. So they should be 

driven out from the platform and street. They should not be allowed to sleep here 

and there in the station premises at night. Further, to slove the problem of street 

children the police and railway authorities should play active role. The children 

should be weaned from the street and platforms.   The hawkers who pay tax to 

the railway authority to run the business in the station premises should not feel 

disturbed by the street children. The police and railway administration should 

think about this matter.  These areas should be kept free from street children and 

a proper planning should be prepared for the rehabilitation of street children.  

Both the porters and hawkers in Howrah station area strongly felt that the 

presence of street children in the station premises should be prohibited at any 

cost. They should not be allowed to disturb the free movement of the passengers 
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and the interest of other stake holders. They demanded a proper planning for the 

rehabilitation of street children and its immediate implementation. 

Development of Areas from where the children migrate to streets 

During the course of data analysis, it was found that a large number of children 

hailed from villages of West Bengal and Bihar where employment opportunities 

were less.  On being asked why they did not stay in their villages, they replied that 

the earning  of the people was much lower in these areas. For example, van puller 

could earn only Rs.20 per trip in a village of West Bengal where as in Howrah 

station they can earn Rs 70-100 per trip.  

The problem of rehabilitating street children has two dimensions: the 

rehabilitation of the existing ones and ensuring that fresh entry is checked. The 

continuing entry of children into the world of work and on the streets is tied up 

with a number of economic factor (Agarwal, 2003: 164). Though many protective 

measures have been taken in the constitution and the five year plans but the 

development of infrastructural facilities specially in the rural sector have been far 

from satisfactory.  

Unless the focus of the development is shifted to these areas, the flow of children 

to the streets of Howrah will be continued. Even if some children are rehabilitated 

plenty of them  again fall into this vicious circle of exploitation.  
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Chapter VI 

CONCLUSION 

This chapter describes the main findings of the study and offers some 

recommendations including the kind of interventions that required to deal with   

the problem of street children in Howrah. 

The condition of the street children has been discussed mainly with reference to 

their social relationships, reason of leaving their native places, family background 

and support, the siblings, literacy and access to education, economic activities, 

abuse encountered, place of stay and other support systems, exposure to 

delinquency and abuse, health and nutrition and living condition. 

Inthe present studythe socio- economic background of the street children and 

their relations with the natal family, the underlying causes of turning them as 

street children, the work and activities of the street children and their place in the 

informal economic sector, the problems faced by the street children in their day 

to day life and measures adopted for their rehabilitation; their achievements and 

failures in Howrah have been examined. 

It has been observed that the inequality phenomenon of Pierre Bourdieu (1984) 

could be quite useful while addressing the problem of street children in Howrah. 

Being unprotected and uncared many children of impoverished families are 

compelled to move out from the family and reach at a vulnerable situation. They 

start staying in places like street, railway platform, footpath, under flyover, etc. 

leaving the so called  ‘ideal family situation’.  The problem is intimately associated 

with the socio-economic structure of the society and the cultural framework in 
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which the children of the poor, oppressed and deprived sections are reared and 

socialized.  

 The present study reveals that the problem of street children is basically a 

manifestation of certain structural contradictions in the society. Therefore there 

is an attempt to understand the relationship between street urchin and poverty in 

the given structure of the society.  The other one is to examine the institutional 

aspects in which a child feels frustrated in the family and prefers to opt for a life 

of ‘street children’. 

It is still problematic in defining the term of ‘street children’. Each country uses its 

own definition, but they all seem to agree on major characteristics of street 

children. Not only the countries but many NGOs have their own definitions of 

street children.  The legal definition officially used refer to street children as 

‘children in need of care and protection’. The problem involves in the basic 

definition of street children often affects the aims and activities of the projects 

initiated by the government and other agencies towards this particular section of 

population.   

The present study through a preliminary census survey identified 177 street 

children in the Howrah station and its adjacent areas. The study was explorative 

in nature. Of total 177 street children, 75 were selected as informants for in depth 

interview. They were selected randomly from different platforms of Howrah 

station and from its adjoining areas. They were interviewed with an interview 

schedule. The sample survey was conducted on the street children belonging to 

the age group between 6 to 15 years.  Pre testing of interview schedule was done 

to prepare it more perfectly and accordingly some modifications were made 
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wherever required in the interview schedule. A systematic controlled observation 

technique was followed to collect data. The standardized instruments like camera 

and voice recorders were used to record certain observations with more 

accuracy. 

Two focus group discussions were organized to discuss and to obtain comments 

and views of the participants on certain specific topics from hawkers and coolies.   

Data collection continued for a period of five months from November 2012. It 

started from Howrah station, then Taxi stand, Ganga ghat, goods yard, Bus stand, 

Martin bridge, Tikiapara slum and Sabji market with some intermissions. 

A structured questionnaire was prepared to interview government officers and 

N.G.O representatives to get their opinion on the concerned problem and issues. 

After all those the collected data were properly coded, edited and verified with 

the help of code design which was prepared exclusively for this purpose. Coded 

data were transcribed on separate spread sheets. After data entry in computer 

they  were  analyzed   by using SPSS. 

 The street children are mostly available in the Howrah railway station and in 

adjoining areas. So it was selected as the spot of intensive field study. Those areas 

provide shelter to large number of unauthorized people including beggars and 

children in its porches and platforms.  So the present study confined its 

observations mainly among those street children located in this spot. 

For these children there were several direct and immediate reasons of being on 

the street. Those included poverty, child abuse whether by the family or at work, 
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family neglect to child and few others. The other related important factors were 

low family income and education, disorganised family, school drop-outs, larger 

family size and the ineffective role of family to look after the basic needs and 

interests of the children.   

 The street children tend to concentrate in the areas suitable for their work and 

relatively safe stay. They also change their place of stay out of several reasons. 

Those include the fear of being apprehended by the police or other authorities, 

shrinking economic activities in the station premises, conflict with the other street 

children’s group etc.  

The street children in Howrah station area do not belong to a homogeneous 

group. But they prefer to stay in small groups while being on the street.  

These children are originally working children, ran away, lost and abandoned who 

chose or were forced to leave their homes due to poverty, abuse, exploitation etc. 

Child abuse whether at family or at workplace has been identified as a major 

cause  in turning those poor children into ‘street children’. 

They initially took up  begging and other similar activities for survival or in case 

they have no permanent jobs or means to sustain them. Generally speaking, jobs 

that street children undertake most frequently include rag picking, begging, 

labour, van pulling, hotel boy, chop selling, ghutka selling, lemon selling etc. Here 

again, however, some differences and trends have been observed according to 

gender, age and location. The most popular jobs for boys are rag picking, begging, 

labour, van pulling, hotel boy, chop selling, ghutka selling etc. Meanwhile, girls 

often engage in lemon selling, ghutka selling activities. Small children often start 
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rag picking, begging, van pulling, helper in magic show activities with because 

they are too young to do physically demanding works. Old children like to work as 

street vendors after they gain certain street life experience. Many of them do 

more than two jobs at the same time. There is a current boom in the magic show 

and coin collection at the Ganga river in Howrah, neither of which existed in 

earlier surveys. On the other hand, there is a significant decrease in begging since 

that time. The most common job among street boys in Howrah is collection of 

empty used bottles and they sale those items at local market. Lemon selling and 

begging are jobs that girls often do.  

Street children in Howrah suffer from various problems  which include violence, 

community disapproval, police harassment, robberies of savings, health 

problems, stresses due to inability to cope with street life and lack of positive 

attachments. Various needs were expressed by them as direct and immediate 

needs which included learning a profession, having a work to sustain themselves 

and their families, returning back to their family. On the other hand a section of 

them like street life with no intention to change their situations while many 

others could not identify their needs as the future appears ambiguous to them. 

 The average age of the street children was 12 years. They were mostly either 

illiterates or school dropouts. This indicated a major need for literacy education 

and vocational training as two main options which were also expressed as main 

needs by street children themselves. Thus it is seen that children are going to the 

drop in centres run by the NGOs. Today, child homelessness is not a matter of 

children being thrown out in the streets by their parents. There is a larger social 

context that plays a role in determining the children's life chances and whether 
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they will grow up as part of a regular family or not. Life in the streets is the 

outcome of perverse combination of factors. The situation at home becoming too 

unbearable and the appeal and freedom found in the streets becoming too 

attractive to be ignored. To understand their choices, the children's larger social 

context was examined by describing their harsh living conditions even before they 

move to the streets. 

 Poverty, unemployment and homelessness have always followed those who 

migrated from the countryside to Howrah. Long-term repressive economic 

structures, along with dire living conditions place a heavier burden on children of 

the poor. Among street children, family problem is a common complaint. In 

Howrah, children placed under the care of the state recommended juvenile 

centres and those centres were not in better position to look after the children. 

Juvenile centers in Howrah are ill-staffed and poorly budgeted to handle their 

protection and reintegration into the district's mainstream.  Their children face 

further violence, abuse and lack of emotional support.  

The street children, like their parents, are the least prepared to survive under 

Howrah's economic conditions. Lack of schooling or professional training, they 

usually end up working in the informal sector, under irregular or unlawful 

conditions, receiving substandard benefit. Howrah's poorest children have the 

hardest time getting access to education, which is perhaps the central factor in 

their successful integration into the labour market of Howrah. Given their need to 

survive and the school's inadequacies, it is no surprise, then, to find children in 

Howrah dropping out of the system. For the poorest children in Howrah even 

work does not guarantee an escape from the cycle of poverty. If lack of schooling 
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and the ever-present threat of family problem/ violence are constants for them, 

so they always belong to the below poverty level.  When hunger, home 

violence/problem, lack of schooling, and the meager results of menial work make 

life unbearable, life in the street represents a way out. There the children can run 

and hide, learn how to take care of themselves, and have the freedom to explore 

the adult world at their own space. For them, there is very little, if any, childhood.  

 Howrah, is a booming neighborhood with many industries, hotels, private 

schools, well off residences and the homes of the very poor. Its large Howrah 

railway station is busy day and night with passengers. At the station areas there is 

always a ‘gang’ of children playing, begging, or rag picking. In the context of 

present research, the fore shadowed questions were: Who are these children? 

Why are they on the street? What do they do? And what do they learn on the 

street? 

  When contact with home is still maintained on a regular basis by some children, 

to their attachment with home being so strong that they would never ultimately 

become children ‘of’ the street. However, their concerns and the concerns of the 

adults were impacted by their life on the street. The passengers, vendors, coolies 

and officials of the station feared that life and work on the street would rob the 

children of useful life goals. They thought that the children should have 

protection, security, and appropriate formal education so that some day they 

could work as ‘good citizens’. On the street, the children continue to be deprived 

of basic necessities, affection, and socio-cultural support.  These children were 

being punished by ‘the unfortunate nature of their adversity’. They didn't deserve 

to be there at Howrah station, but what were the alternatives?  The passengers 
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and vendors were clear on what they feared about these children. The fears were 

early criminality, drugs, killings, violence, and loss of childhood.  The children on 

the other hand see themselves as productive participants in informal economic 

sector.  They work and help their families. The children did not see life on the 

station as negatively impacting their own life goals, although none could give any 

specific life goals other than to ‘be better off’ than their parents. The negative 

impact of the street seemed to be denied because they all look forward to 

escaping through formal structures and institutions. With formal education they 

‘knew’ they would be able to make their way in the society. They also felt 

protected, somewhat, in their surroundings. They could feel that the people at 

the station complex would not indulge any violence against them. 

 The station children did not recognize their own loss of childhood. They did not 

recognize the stress that life on the street placed on them. Because too many of 

them being in the street were a family necessity and they had no choice. 

Whatever financial help their work provided for their family, parents agreed that 

the children's situation was extremely insecure and dangerous on the street.  

Life in the streets for these children meant unstructured childhood-no 

supervision, no chores, no framework within which to organize their own 

physical, emotional, and personal development. It offered unlimited freedom at 

the high cost of risks and threats to their lives. And in many instances, the appeal 

of the streets was experienced gradually. Many of such children had not left their 

home altogether. The life of street children is not as dichotomous as seen through 

the eyes of elite class society. It is not a matter of ‘life at home’ versus ‘life on the 

street’. The children under study cannot be neatly divided into those who stay at 
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home (safe, innocent, and well- protected) and those who live on the streets 

(bitter, vicious and lacking in human skills). In a harsh urban environment, under 

the dire conditions of social inequality, there are many more children who are in-

between home and street than any exclusive place of stay. To many of them the 

street is not always the place of danger, while the home is not always the shelter 

from life's woes.  

The major difference between the children of Howrah is that some of them 

managed to maintain their family links. Family ties provide these children with a 

point of reference, a home base from which they can go out and explore, face 

everyday life, while knowing that there is a place to return. That sense of 

connection, of responsibility for others and of belonging seems to have kept the 

children of Howrah from reaching a point of no return. The mutual support 

between stakeholders and children allows for a relatively ‘safe’ space to exist 

together. It makes the street less frightening or hostile for the children and less 

dangerous for the stakeholders.  The presence of family and friends make it 

possible for the children to lead a life that is not totally vulnerable   while flirting 

with life on the street.  The street children in Howrah felt that their stakeholders 

do not think them entirely as street urchins or criminals.  

Working in the day out at a station environment or in the street is neither going 

to help the street children to solve their family's financial crises, nor will it give 

them the skills needed for future employment.  

The boys who go onto the street survive through rag picking, begging and other 

unskilled manual activities and girls through work as maid servant, rag pickers etc. 
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Both boys and girls reported rag picking as the primary means of supporting 

themselves.  

 Substance abuse is a major problem among the street children. The types of 

substances/drugs consumed by street children include liquor, dentrite, gutka, 

charasetc.and which are easily available in the market.   

The substance abuse among street children in Howrah may be viewed as part of 

their coping mechanisms to deal with street life, to endure stresses and to deal 

with problems of food, hunger, pain and restless nights. The street children 

turned to substance abuse due to the influence of peers and on the condition 

they remain on the street without care or protection.The common people do not 

support such habit of street children’s habit. The street children also know the ill 

effect of substance / drug abuse on their health and behavior. But there was no 

programme for the rehabilitation of those street children who are exposed to 

drugs and substance abuses.  

The research highlights some of the many hardships and dangers children living 

on the street are exposed to such as hunger and lack of shelter, support, sexual 

exploitation, assault, substance abuse and injury. In case of the street children 

sexual vulnerability is not only the experience of girls but boys as well.  

Potential infection with sexual diseases through sexual assault is a risk both boys 

and girls face. However, girls face the additional prospect of pregnancy and its 

social and other consequences. The street children were found to live in groups. 

These groups were unconsciously formed based on a number of factors including 

gender, job and sometimes on age. The males often spent their days with fellow 
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males while the females often spent their times together.  Those who are 

involved in similar kind of job also spent more time together. The children thus 

informally created a series of bridging with their peers and fellow street dwellers. 

Some of them have developed formal and informal work relationship with 

different categories of traders like food vendors and shop owners.  Their struggle 

for a living and survival on the street certainly brought them in contact with the 

people engaged in petty business in and around the station area.  

Street children in Howrah had altogether a different perception about health and 

illness.  They mainly view sickness as a physical inability to move and work  rather 

than as a suffering from a particular disease. They had hardly any   knowledge 

about major health problems.Various health problems from which the street 

children in Howrah were suffered  headaches,  stomachache, abnormal colic, back 

pain, blood in the urine, breathing problem, cough, wounds in throat, diarrhea, 

dental problems, fever etc. 

The reason why street children are more susceptible to diseases is related to their 

personal unhygienic habits while being on the street. Those include the habit of  

eating exposed and unclean foods, lack of personal cleanliness, sleeping on the 

open spaces and work in various unhealthy and hazardous environments, 

cleaning and washing in the Ganga river and other polluted  water.  

 For treatment the street children normally go to out patient department (OPD) of  

government hospital or asked to NGOs for medical help. Self medication is 

common among them as they often approach the staff of the local pharmacy to 

provide them medicine on small payment.   



139 
 

Food and variety provided seem to be a vital tool for NGOs to attract street 

children to their reception centre. Food is also vital to government organizations 

(GOs)as well as non government organizations to feed the number of children 

who are fully residents in institutional care.  Non vegetarian food items seem very 

attractive to almost all street children.  Two NGOs have identified who have a 

capacity to store, transport and prepare food aid for the street children namely 

Don BoscoAshalayam and Missionary of charity. Government institutions can run 

a centre like Anganwadicentre but it is observed that no initiatives have been 

taken by the Howrah Municipal Corporation (H.M.C) to run such centre. It lacks 

the capacity from the government side and requires an advocacy with them.  

None of the NGOs have training in more than rudimentary nutritional awareness. 

There are currently eleven main NGOs (Don BoscoAshalayam, SEED, Hope 

Foundation, NabaJeevan (Missionary of Charity), MalipukurSamajUnnayanSamity, 

HarijanSevakSamity, Little Big Help, Itinda Community development society, 

Chiranabin, Karuna, Pudar etc.) addressing the issue of street children in Howrah 

district. This is a clear manifestation of a growing social movement that aims to 

deal with the issue and a new and more supportive political environment that 

paves the way for NGOs to target the issue freely and in a cooperative way. The 

models adopted by NGOs seem to have taken the ‘comprehensive approach’ 

rather than targeting specific problems related to street children. The NGOs 

considered family reunion and adoption as the ultimate goal when dealing with 

street children.  

Unlike governmental institutions, NGOs in general have a weak monitoring and 

evolution policies and techniques. NGOs have the ability to raise community 
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awareness, although they do show signs of either collective action or coordination 

in this realm except on a very small scale. Dealing with the problem of street 

children needs the cooperation of various governmental, non-governmental and 

voluntary efforts. Data from survey indicate that various factors contribute to the 

emergence of the problem of street children in Howrah and how it could be 

addressed from policy perspectives. Another issue of concern which emerges 

from this study is the frequent violation of street children's rights by the police. 

Organizations working with street children related many accounts of police 

assaulting street children, or removing them from the streets during major 

programmes in the city and station area.  

The special juvenile police unit of the Howrah city and rural police were set up to 

advice street children of services and facilities available to them and to respond to 

reports about street children from the public. While this was a potentially positive 

response to children living on the street by local government in Howrah, it 

appears in practice that the unit's role has become little more than that of the 

'street sweeper' of children on the street, picking them up and dropping them at 

the Children Homes (from which they soon abscond), in a seemingly endless and 

futile cycle.  The role of District Child Protection unit in supporting the work of the 

Children Homes in the district may be considered in this context. But despite this 

support, the very effectiveness of the shelter is often questioned by stakeholders. 

Many of the street children indicated that such centres currently have limited 

capacity to provide social work, education, and referral and after care services to 

the needy children.    
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In Howrah there is a severe lack of formal shelters with qualitative services and 

other forms of support for street children generally but especially for girls and 

older street children. The only two shelters in Howarh that caters exclusively for 

girls, Liluah SMM Home and Chiranabin, have the capacity to accommodate 150 

girls in total.  

India has a constitutional imperative to protect and promote the rights of 

children. As a signatory to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (United 

Nations, 1989), India has an obligation to progressively realize the rights of all 

children in India, irrespective of race and gender.  

Our constitution has been highly praised for its progressive outlook and for 

enshrining specific rights for children in the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 

of children) Act 2015. Article 3 of the United Nation rights of the child stipulates 

that a child's best interests are of paramount importance in every matter 

concerning the child. It is also important to note that unlike other clauses in the 

constitution the rights of children are not qualified by any reference to 

progressive legislation.  

It is becoming apparent that through our constitutional framework and emerging 

policies have been developed taking cognizance of the rights of the child, the 

failure by the state to execute effective programmes makes these rights hollow 

and meaningless.  

When our government, at national and local level, works towards reducing 

poverty and family problem and preventing more children from joining at the 

ranks of those living on the streets, of the street and abandoned children, it must 
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be remembered that the rights of those children  cannot be ignored and should 

be defended to the fullest by all parties concerned, the state being the primary 

party.  

Our government policy to a great extent has failed to acknowledge this fact and 

to address the needs of one of the most vulnerable groups in our society.   

 However, if policy makers of the countryhave spontaneity to unlearn and relearn, 

to ensure social equality for all and bring an end to exclusion of those 

marginalized children, they should take new roles in the work with children and to 

establish new partnership between the country and civil society.  
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Annexure I 

North Bengal University 

Department of Sociology 

SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF STREET CHILDREN IN HOWRAH 

Guidelines for FGD 

1.What is your perception about ‘Street children’?  

2.May you tell something about their activities, their behavior, their lifestyle, any 

difference from the family child etc.? How many street children are in Howrah ? 

(Approximately). 

3.Are they helping our formal economic system? 

4.Why they have left their home? 

5.Do they face any risk on the street? If yes, they what are those?  

6.What sort of problem they face at their childhood? 

7.Do they get any educational facility on the street? If yes, what are those probable 

resources? Are they interested to go to school? 

8.What sort of abuses they face at the street and who are abusers? 

9.Is homosexuality or prostitution is common among them? Do they know anything 

about safe sex method? 

10.Do they have any idea about the substance abuse? Will they go to any 

rehabilitation centre, if they are sent? 

11.Can you give any idea about how the increasing number of street children can be 

reduced? How we can save these children from risks?  

Signature of the Researcher                                           Date: 
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Annexure II 

NORTH BENGAL UNIVERSITY 

RESEARCH PROGRAMME IN SCOCIOLOGY 

A SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF STREET CHILDREN IN HOWRAH 

1. Identification ( Name of:) 

1.1 Serial No.________ 

1.2 Place: 1. Howrah station 2. Taxi Stand 3. Gangaghat 4. Bus stand 5. Others 

1.3 Child (6-15 yrs.):___________________ 

1.4 Informant: 1. Self 2. Parent 3. Sibling 4. Friend 5. Relative 6. Others 

(specify)__________ 

2. Particulars of the child 

2.1 Age ( in years):______ 

2.2 Sex: 1. Female2. Male 

2.3 Marital status: 1. Unmarried 2. Married 3. Others(specify)__________ 

2.4 Religion: 1. Hindu 2. Muslim 3. Christian 4. Buddhist 5. Sokh 6. Others 

(specify)_____ 

2.5 Caste: 1. Schedule tribe 2. Schedule caste 3. Backward caste 4. Other caste 

3. Migration 

3.1 Where does the child come from: State:_________ Country_________ 

District__________ 

3.2 When did the child come to this city____________years ago. 

3.3 With whom? 1. Alone 2. With parents 3. With relatives 4. With friends 5. 

With others (specify)___________   
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3.4 Why did s/he leave his native place? 1, Poverty 2. Unemployment 3. 

Natural calamity 4. Man-made calamity 5. Family problem 6. Others  

(specify)_______________ 

3.5 Why did s/he come to this city instead of going to some other city? 1. 

Employment opportunities 2. Family relations 3. Others 

(specify)__________ 

3.6 How many times did s/he shift from one place to another in this city so 

far?___________ 

3.7 What were the main reasons for shifting? 1. Work convenience 2. Family 

relations 3. Eviction by authority 4. Eviction by local people 5. Hazard 

 (specify) 6. Other (specify) 

4. Family background and support 

4.1 Particulars of parents 

Parent Alive? Living with 

the child? 

Supporting 

the child 

Education 

Father     

Mother     

 

Parent Occupation Monthly income 

Father   

Mother   
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4.2 Particulars of siblings who are alive at present 

Sibling Total Literate/ 

Educated 

Employed/ 

earning 

Financially 

supporting 

the child 

Brother( s)                    

Sister( s)                    

 

 Living with the child 

Brother( s)       

Sister( s)       

 

4.3 Is the child supported by any other person/ organization and what kind of 

support? (check two only) 

1. Other relatives 2. Friends 3. Non Govt Organization 4. Govt. organization 

5. Others (specify)____ 

 

1. Kind 2. Cash 3. Service 4. Others (specify)_________________ 

4.4 With whom do you stay in Howrah station? 

1. Parents 2. Relatives 3. Friends 4. Alone 5. Any other  

(specify)_________________ 

5. Education 

5.1 Literacy status 

1. Illiterate 2. Can read only 3. Can read and write 

5.2 Schooling status : 1. Never enrolled 2. Dropped out 3. Continuint 

5.3  Educational status: (in grades):____________ 
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5.4 Specify only two major reasons for: 

  

Non-enrolment 1. Poverty 2. Assisting family 3. 

Non availability 4. Disinterest 

5. Other (specify)________ 

Drop-out 1. Poverty 2. Assisting family 3. 

Disinterest 4. Stagnation 5. 

Other (specify)______ 

5.5 What kind of vocational/ skill training does s/he have? 

1. No 2. Yes (specify)______________ 

Env

elop 

mak

ing 

Card 

pain

ting 

Tailo

ring 

Can

dle 

mak

ing 

Ma

gic 

Embro

idery 

Mo

tor 

cyc

le 

rep

air 

Lad

ies 

bag 

Veget

able 

vendi

ng 

Jewe

lry 

polis

hing 

Carp

entry 

           

5.6 Are you interested to continue in study? 

1. No 2. Yes (specify)______________ 

6. Employment 

6.1 Type of employment___________ 

6.2 Number of days employed in a month________ 

6.3  Timings of work_________ Hours of work_________ 

6.4  Nature of employment: 1. Self 2. With family 3. With employer 4. Others 

(specify)______________ 
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6.5 Monthly earnings received: (Rs)______________ 

6.6 Mode of payment: 1. Kind 2. Cash 3. Both 

6.7 Other benefits received: 1. Holiday 2. Leave 3. Medical 4. Others (specify) 5. 

No other benefit 

6.8 Problems experienced with regard to  

Work___________ 

Employer_________ 

6.9 How long has s/he been working/ employed?_________ 

6.10 How many jobs has s/he changed so far? 

6.11 What are the main reasons for changing the jobs________ 

7. Exposure to delinquency and abuse 

7.1 Was/ is the child engaged in the delinquent activities? 

1. Smoking 2. Others 3. Gambling 4. Begging 5. Theft 6. Pick pocketing 7. 

Drinking  8. Prostitution (specify)_____________ 

7.2 Was the child ever abused or exploited by anyone? 1. Parents 2. Employers 

3. Friends 4. Relatives 5. Police 6. Anti social elements 7. Others 

(specify)___________ 

7.3  Type of abuse: 1. Physical 2. Sexual 3. Economic 

7.4 Nature of abuse: Physical 

1. Beating 2. Fighting 3. Assaults 4. Bulling 5. Slang word 5. Neglect  

6. Toucher  
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7.5 Nature of abuse : Sexual 

1. Homosex 2. Sexual relationship with street girls 3. Kissing 4. Molestation 

5. Peer group 

7.6 Nature of abuse: Economic 

1. Cut money taken by police 2. Cheating 3. No monthly payment 4. Less 

money 5. Snatching money by children 6. Exploitation 7. Money 

extortion 

7.7 Abuser : Physical 

1. Police 2. Friends 3. Children 4. Father 5. Parents 6. Mother 7. Employer 

7.8 Abuser: Sexual 

1. Himself 2. Friends 3. Old children 

7.9 Abuser: Economic 

1. Police 2. Shop owner 3. Employer 4. Street children 5. Foster mother 6. 

Group leader  

8. Health and Nutrition 

8.1 Details of sickness during the last year: 

 First Second 

Type of sickness   

Duration of sickness   

Medical aid received   

Source of medical aid   

Expenditure incurred by 

him 

  

How was that 

expenditure met? 
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8.2 Usual daily food intake of the child 

Item Ouality Source 

Breakfast   

Lunch   

Diner   

Breakfast: Yes 

Puri Sabji Muri Chattu Tea Biscuit Bread Ghugni 

        

Lunch: Yes 

Bread Rice Meat Fish Egg Packed 

food 

Vegetable 

       

Dinner: Yes 

Muri Bread Rice Vegitable Biriani Milk Egg Chicken Egg 

tarka 

Fish Packet 

food 

           

Breakfast: Source 

Father Own From 

home 

Train 

checking 

N.G.O Brother Parents No 

food 

Employer Begging 

          

Lunch: Source 

Father Own From 

home 

Train 

checking 

NGO Brother Parents No 

food 

Employer Begging 
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Dinner: Source 

Father Own From 

home 

Train 

checking 

NGO Brother Parents No 

food 

Employer Begging 

          

 

9. Living conditions( to be observed and recorded by the investigator only) 

9.1 Describe the conditions of the child 

Physical Health 1. Poor 2. Normal 3. Good 

Hygiene 1.Poor 2. Normal 3. Good 

Clothes 1. Underclad 2. So so 3. Well clad 

Nutrition 1. Undernourished 2. Normal 3. Well 

nourished 

9.2 Describe visible symptoms of disease/ illness 

1.  Scabies 2. Lice 3. Conjunctivitis 4. Rickets 5. Big belly 6 Others( specify)________ 

9.3  Describe the nature of physical and mental handicap/ disability 

1. Deaf 2. Blind 3. Dumb 4. Crippled 5. Mentally retarded 6. Other( specify)________ 

9.4 Describe nature of shelter: 1. Street/ footpaths 2. Humepipe 3. Bride 4. Backyard/ lane 

5. Open space 6. Station yard 7. Other( specify)_ 

9.5 What factor is responsible of coming over streets? 

1. Poverty 2. Abuse by parents 3. Parents or sibling conflict 4. Harassments from the 

locality 5. Orphaned 6. Victim of disaster 7. To avoid school 8. Peer influence 9. 

Abandoned by family or relatives 10. To support family 11. Lost missing 12 Family itself 

on street 13. Other ( specify)__ 

9.6 Where do you frequent mostly while on the streets? 
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1. Railway platforms 2. Around eateries 3. Dumping ground 4.  Bus depots 5. Markets 6. 

Single points 7. Car parks 8. Shopping places 9. Worship places 10. Any other 

(specify)_______ 

9.7 What do you do to earn a living? 

1. Beg 2. Sell things 3. Rag picking 4. Labourer in shop 5. Any other work(specify) ______ 

9.8 How much do you earn per day? 

9.9 How do you spend most of your earnings? 

1. Contribute to the family 2. Spend for food 3. Clothes 

1.Movies 2. Gambling 3. Drinking 4. Smoking 5. Drugs 6. Any other__ 

9.10 Do you save money? 

9.11 How long you remain on the streets in a day?___ 

9.12 How many time you have changed of location of stay?_____ 

9.13 What is your major concern or difficulty now? 

1.Lack of food 2. Lack of proper shelter 3. Health issues 4. Disability 5. Lack of education 

6. Lack of clothes 

1. Harassments by police 2. Sexual harassments 3. Any other(specify)____ 

9.14  Do you receive any service from other? 

1. Person 2. Voluntary organization 3. Govt. 4, Any other(specify)__- 

9.15What kind of help do you expect from Govt./ NGO/Anyother with reference to 

1. Food 2. Shelter 3. Education 4. Employment 5. Health 6. Any other (specify)_______ 
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9.16 Would you like to go to the rehabilitation centre 

1. No ( specify)__ 2. Yes 
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Name of Investigator_____________ 

Time taken for interview____________ 

Date of interview_________________ 
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Annexure III 

NORTH BENGAL UNIVERSITY 

RESEARCH PROGRAMME IN SOCIOLOGY 

A SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF STREET CHILDREN IN HOWRAH 

( This interview schedule is used to get information from porter, stall owner, 

government railway police, railway protection force, hawker, railway personal, 

taxi driver, passenger , NGO worker etc) 

1. Identification 

1.1 Serial no._______ 

1.2  Ward_________ 

1.3 Informant: 1. Self 2. Self but over phone 

1.4  Department: 1. Porter 2. stall owner 3. government railway police 4. 

railway protection force  5. Hawker 6. railway personal 7. taxi driver 8. 

passenger  9.  NGO worker  

1.5 Designation:_______________ 

2. What is your name? 

3. What do you do here? 

4. How long you are here? 

5. The children whom you see in the station, who are they? From where they 

come? 

6. These children whom you see at the station every day are they same 

children or some new children are coming every day. 

7. Basically what these children do? 
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8. What is your impression about their activity? 

9. Are they help you anyway? 

10. Are they demand from you for this? 

11. Are you help them from your own resource for this? 

12. Is their presence important for you or not? 

13. If they do not exist in the station then how do you feel? Is this situation 

good for the station environment? 

14. Have you any idea about their food habit? 

15. Do you think if we send them at the school, will they go? 

16. If we send them to the Home, will it help them? 

17. If we send them for vocational training, will it help them? 

18. If we make station premises children free, will it help the station 

environment or not? 

19. How you look into this street children problem? 

20. Can you do for them? 

21. What govt. may do for them? 

22. May NGO do for them? 

23. How you feel their presence at the station in passenger safely and security 

perspective? 

24. Is their presence at the street unlawful? 

25. Does it hamper law and order? 

26. Does their presence create problem in the passengers movement? 

27. Do they help you to carry bags and others? 

28. Does their presence make your income low? 

29. If we send them to the Home, do they live? 
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30. Why they leave from there? 

31. If they are sickly, who use to see them? 

32. If you restore them to the family, why they coe back again at the platform? 

33. Do you know about their family condition? 

34. Do you feel their income helps their family? 

35. Do they consume alcohol or other drugs? If yes, how they collect? 

 

Name ___________ 

Date _________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Chart 
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Chart 1 

 

Chart 1  Showing settlement pattern of street children in Howrah 
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Chart 2 

 

Column chart showing employment and age wise distribution of respondents 

Chart 3 

 

Column chart showing exposure to abuse and sex wise distribution of 

respondents 
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Chart 4 

 

Column chart showing stay on the street and nature to exposure to main 

harassments of respondents 
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Map 
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Map 2 

 

Map showing migration pattern of children to Howrah 



 

 

 

 

Photograph 
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Photograph 1 : A boy is sleeping on the rail track 

 

 

Photograph 2 : Rags are staged near Gangaghat 
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Photograph 3 : A boy is selling vegitables in a sabji ( vegitable) market 

 

Photograph 4 : A boy is standing at the end of platform no 17 with ragsack and supper 
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Photograph 5 : Addicted children 

 

Photograph 6 :Discussion with children on issues 



170 
 

 

Photograph 7:Picture of House in Tikiapara Slum 

 

 

Photograph 8 :A street boy selling lemon to an old man near Howrah bus stand 
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