
CHAPTER - SIX 

POPULATION, SETTLEMENT INCLUDING 
AGRICULTURE 

6.0 Population 

Agricultural land resources have played a vital role since time immemorial engaging . 

highest percentage of population of the world India, the most populous country of the 

world is primarily an agrarian country, since the dawn of civilization. Agriculture is · 

the most important source of occupation in rural areas of North Bengal. 

The distribution of rural and urban population in North Bengal is plotted in Table 

6.01. 

Table-6.01 

Distribution of Rural and Urban Population in North Bengal, 2001 

(Number) 

Total Urban Rural 
P.C. ofRural . 

District 
Population Population Population 

Population to total 
population 

Darjeeling 1605900 520877 1085023 67.56-

Jalpaiguri 3403204 603847 2799357 82.26 

CoochBehar 2478280 225506 2252774 90.90 

Uttar Dinajpur 2441824 294471 - 2147353 87.94 

Dakshin Dinajpur 1502647 196643 1306004 86.91 

Maida 3290160 240915 3049245 92.67 

Source: Census of India,- 2001. 

The distribution of population in North Bengal is shown in Fig. 6.1 
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6.01 Distribution of Urban and Rural Population 

According to 2001 census of India the district of Jalpaiguri has the highest number of 

population in North Bengal (Table 6.02). Total number of person in the district is 

3403204, rural and urban population is 2799357 and 603847 respectively. The second 

highest populated district in North Bengal is Maida and total number is 329016. 

Urban and rural population is 240915 and 3049245 respectively. A little more than 92 

· p.c. people live in rural areas. Next highest populated district is Cooch Behar followed 

by Uttar Dinajpur. Cooch Behar has 2478280 population, rural population is 2252774 

and urban population in 225506. The district has 91 p.c. of rural population. Uttar. 

Dinajpur has 2441824 number of total population 87.93 p.c. are inhabitants of rural 

areas. Darjeeling district has 1605960 total population, urban populatio.n is 520877 

and 1085023 people live in the rural areas. Dakshin Dinajpur is less populated as 

compared to other districts of North Bengal. Total population of the district is 

1502647, urban and rural population of this district is 196643 and 1306004 

respectively. As high as 92 p.c. of population live in rural areas. Density of population 

in six districts of North Bengal reveals the concentration of population in this region 

(Fig. 6.2)~ 

Table 6.02 

Area and Density of Population 

District Area in sq .km. Population number Density per sq .km. 

Darjeeling 3149.00 1605900 510 

Jalpaiguri 6227.00 3403204 547 

Cooch Behar 3387.00 2478280 732 

Uttar Dinajpur 3140.00 2441824 778 

Dakshin Dinajpur 2219.00 1502647 . 677 

Maida 3733.00 3290160 881 

Sources: Census of India, 2001. 
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Table 6.02 gives us an interesting picture about the density of population (Fig.-6.3). 

The southern districts such as Malda, Uttar Dinajpur and Dakshin Dinajpur are 

denstty populated compared to northern districts of North Bengal. It may be 

mentioned here that plain area is agriculturally developed and attracts people than the 

hill areas. Malda is densely populated district in North Bengal and 881 persons live 

per square/km. Uttar Dinajpur ranks second followed by Coach Behar and density of 

population is 778 and 732 respectively. The density of population in other districts are 

Dakshin Dinajpur 677, Jalpaiguri 547 and Darjeeling 510 persons per/sq.km. The 

percentage distribution of cultivator and agricultural labourers in North Bengal is 

plotted in table 6.03. 

Table 6.03 

Percentage Distribution of Cultivators & Agricultural Labourers, 1991 & 2001. 

1991 2001 
District 

Cultivators Agricultural Cultivators Agricultural 
population 

P.C. 
labourers 

P.C. 
population 

P.C. 
labourers 

PC. 

Darjeeling 108426 8.34 51782 9.98 82677 5.15 57829 3.60 

Jalpaiguri 277052 9.89 165995 5.93 265068 8.24 230241 7.16 

Coach Behar 337818 15.56 184765 8.51 362148 14.61 285137 11 .51 

Uttar Dinajpur 254208 13.40 229670 12.11 276625 11 .33 371081 15.20 

Dakshin Dinajpur 184644 15.00 131162 10.66 189462 12.61 222054 14.78 

Maida 360924 11 .6 318602 12.08 277741 8.44 411437 12.50 

Source: District Census Hand Book 1991 and 2001. 

Table 6.03 shows a growing imbalance between the population number and natural 

resources, particularly land resource. It has been found that the percentage of 

cultivators and agricultural labourers are decreasing sharply in Darjeeling district. In 

other districts of North Bengal the percentage of agricultural labourers and cultivators 

remained same or decreased marginally. Because plain area is more suitable for 

cultivation than hill areas. 
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6.02 Settlement Pattern 

The aspect of relief appears to have been the most important criterior in influenCing 

the growth and distribution of settlement patterns in North Bengal. The physiographic 

conditions, availability of natural resources, economic conditions and communication 

systems all together have a direct influence in the distribution and concentration of· 

settlement patterns. 

The size and concentration · of rural settlement in North Bengal is generally not 

determined by 4_ifferent service centres such as post office, health centres, educational · · 

institutions ana communication. system. 

Agriculture is the main economic activities of the majority of rural population. By and 

large the rural settlements in North Bengal have remained at the most initial stage of 

· their development. In urban areas, commercial areas occupy the two fronts of the 

main roads. Roads play a vital role in distribution and development of. residential 

areas. The residential houses are found in the areas served by lanes, bilanes and in 

some areas the residences are built by the side of the main roads. Recent changes in 

all sphere of life have negligible or marginal influence on rural settlements. 

Settlement pattern of different districts of North Bengal are as follows. 

Darjeeling 

In hilly areas of Darjeeling district there is no general pattern in the distribution of 

different functions and no concentration is generally found in these settlements. 

Dispersed settlements are found in agricultural lands. 

In plain areas of Darjeeling district a number of houses are found to be . clustered 

together in one place consisting one hamlet. This is separated from similar hamlet by 

a tract of agricultural land. 
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..Jalpaiguri 

The northern part of the district of Jalpaiguri is covered by the forest ofDuars region. 

The presence of forests in the district has made large settlement gaps. Dispersed type 

of settlement is observed here because of the low density of population. River valley 

settlement near the Tista and Torsha is also low because of the devastating floods that 

occur in these rivers almost every year. There are some large villages in the district 

which are developed. The market centres and weekly hats have given rise to large 

settlements in some areas. According to 1991 census there are 734 inhibited villages 

in Jalpaiguri district. There are 265068 cultivators and 230241 agricultural laboures 

live in these villages, according to 2001 census of India. The percentage of cultivators 

and agriculturallaboures are 8.24 and 7.16 in the district. 

The urban centres have developed along· the main roads with rural centres around 

them. There are some forest villages in Buxa forest division of Jalpaiguri. All the 

forest villages are not situated in the fringe areas of forest, some have interior 

location. Some settlements ·are located along the railway lines, road ways or river 

banks. 

Cooch Behar 

More than 85 p.c. of the total workers of the district is engaged in agricultural 

activities. According to 1991 census there are 1139 inhibited villages in the district. 

The rural settlement is more or less scattered and farmers live in their own agricultural 

· field slirrounded by other agricultural labourers. Settlements are found on the concave 

side of the river and in some areas linear settlement patterns are noticed. Markets 

centres are located by the river Jaldakha and Torsha. Important urban settlements are 

Cooch Behar sadar and Dinhata. 
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North Dinajpur and South Dinajpur 

' 
These two districts are basically covered by large agricultural fields. The soil of these 

districts are fertile and about 12 p.c. of the total population are farmers. There are 

151'1 inhibited villages in Uttar Dinajpur and 1534 in Dakshin Dinajpur. In these 

districts large settlement gaps are observed mainly due to the presence of large 

agricultural fields. Homestead type of settlement is found in both Uttar Dinajpur and -

Dakshin Dinajpur districts. Miniature villages of 10 to 15 huts are clustered together 

in some areas. In small towns, cross road settlements are ofuserved. Linear settlements 

are found by the side of the railway lines, national highways. Markets centres have 

clustering of small settlements. Linear type of settlement has developed by the side of 

theriver Mahananda. 

Maida 

The majority of the people in the district live in rural areas. The district consists 

mainly of low-lying plains, sloping towards the south with undulating areas on the 

north-east. The Malda plain divided into. nearly two equal parts by the river 

· Mahananda flowing north to south. The western part of the district is more developed 

and has given rise to number or agricultural villages. The eastern part of the district is 

not developed and has less concentration of settlement. Linear type of ·settlement is · 

obse~ed by the side . of the rivers. Market areas have more con~entration . of 

settlements. Settlements are also found by the side of the railway stations, road and in 

other semi-urban areas. There are many large villages with big and small hamlets. 

It is worthwhile to mention that as the percentage of agricultural population is not 

uniform in all the districts of North Bengal. The regional variations i~ agricultural 

density depends upon various aspects of physiographic condition :which have · 

governed the mode of agriculture to a large extent. 
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