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CHAPTER – V 

THE CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF POVERTY IN THE  
DISTRICT WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO SCHEDULED CASTES 

PEOPLE 

 

5. 1. 0. Concept of Poverty 

 Poverty is a malady that has affected a section of the people even in rich countries. 

Poverty has been understood differently by different people in different times. According to 

Random House Dictionary, poverty is “the state or condition of having little or no money, 

goods or means of support; condition of being poor, lack of something specified, deficiency of 

desirable ingredients, qualities; scantiness and insufficiency (1996). In ordinary parlance, it is 

equated with squalor, misery and destitution. 

 Poverty is the greatest challenge for economic development of country. There cannot 

be an acceptable definition of poverty which can be broadly accepted everywhere. There are 

large differences among the definition of poverty accepted in various countries of the world. 

For example, the concept of poverty in the United States of America would be significantly 

different from India because the average man is able to afford a much higher level of living in 

the United States. In India, the general accepted definition of poverty emphasizes minimum 

level of living rather than a reasonable level of living. In spite of these differences, poverty 

can be defined as a social phenomenon in which a section of the society is unable to fulfill its 

basic needs or necessities of life. In India, it is broadly agreed that poverty can be termed as a 

situation where the section of population is unable to arrange the minimum level of living or 

certain minimum consumption standard. 

 For determining minimum standard, the following three approaches    are used— 

(a)  Cost of Basic Needs Approach 

 This approach sets the poverty line at the cost of a basic diet for the mean age, gender 

and activity groups plus a few essential non-food items. A survey then establishes the 

proportion of people living in households with consumption (or sometimes income) below 

this line. 
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(c)  Food Share Method 

 The method derives the cost of a consumption plan to acquire just sufficient nutrients. 

If the cost of basic nutrients is a third of total consumption, the poverty line is fixed at three 

times the cost. 

 When the poverty line is defined by adopting any of these three approaches, this gives 

the number of poor in the society. So, when poverty is defined in terms of income or 

consumption then it is called income poverty. For example, in India forty percent (40%) of the 

population was below the poverty line in 1995. 

 But there is debate for fixing the minimum standard. After discussion, a study group 

set up by Planning Commission in July 1962 recommended a standard of private consumption 

expenditure of rupees 20 (at 1960-61 prices) per capita per month as the bare, minimum 

amount common to both rural and urban areas. Later on, the planning commission has 

adopted the definition of poverty provided by the ‘Task Force’. In its report the Task Force 

has defined the poverty line as the midpoint of the monthly per capita expenditure plus having 

a daily calorie intake of 2400 per person in rural areas and 2100 in urban areas.  

 There is a debate on the minimum calorie requirement. Most acceptable figures are 

2400 calories per person per day in rural areas and 2200 per person per day in urban areas. 

The expenditure level of households to obtain the desired calories serves as the poverty line. 

To adjust the poverty line over a period of time, price variations have to be considered and an 

appropriate price deflator has to be selected. In recent years, poverty line as per Government 

of India is approximately Rs. 300 per month. According to Government it is enough money to 

buy 2200 calories of food per day from the public distribution system. Two types of standard 

are common in economics— the absolute and relative. 

 In absolute standard, minimum physical quantities of cereals, pulses, milks, ghee etc. 

are determined for a subsistence level and then the price quotations convert the physical 

quantities into monetary terms. Aggregating all the quantities a figure expressing per capita 

consumption is determined. The population which level of income or expenditure is below the 

figure is considered to be below the poverty line. 

 To measure the relative standard, the income distribution of the different groups is 

estimated and then a comparison is made between the top 5 to 10% with the bottom 5 to 10% 

and it reflects the relative standard of poverty. Generally, relative standard exits in affluent 

society. For under develop country like India, there is existence of mainly absolute standard. 
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 Besides income poverty, there is also another type of poverty which is known as 

human poverty. Some development economists have agreed that although income focuses on 

an important dimension of poverty but it gives only partial picture. To get a complete idea of 

poverty, we should enlarge the study the poverty in terms of deprivation. So, according to 

human poverty, poverty is a denial of choice and opportunities for living a tolerable life. 

 It includes those choices and opportunities which deprive a man to lead a long, healthy, 

and creative live and to enjoy a decent standard of living, freedom, dignity, respect and self-

respect of others. To calculate human poverty HDR, 1997 introduced a human poverty index 

(HPI). HPI constructed by the HDR focuses on the deprivation in the following three elements 

of live— longevity, knowledge and a decent standard of living. But HDR, 2001 has made a 

small change in the formula of HPI and the new formula has the following three dimensions— 

             (1)  Deprivation of a long and healthy life— measured by the probability at birth 

not surviving to age forty (100 times). 

             (2)    Deprivation of knowledge — measured by adult illiteracy rate. 

             (3)  Deprivation of a decent standard of living — measured by un-weighted 

average of population not using improved water sources and under-weight 

children under age five. 

                     P1, P2 and P3 are used as symbols for representing dimension 

                 ∴ HPI = [(P1
3+ P2

3+ P3
3) ÷3]1/3 

                         Where  

                    P3= ½ (population not using improved water sources) + ½ (un-weighted children under 

five). 

 As far as India is concerned, out of 90 developing countries for which the HPI was 

prepared, India is ranked 55. More than one third of Indian population has been suffering from 

human poverty as reported by HDR 2001.  

 

5. 1. 2. Class Base of the Poor 

 In an egalitarian society removal of poverty has to be accorded a high priority. But 

before any government decides its policy measures to solve the poverty problem, it must 

identify the poor. In India, unfortunately no serious attempt has been made by the 
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governments in this direction. Using the NSS data Minhas, Bardhan, Dandekar and Rath and a 

few others have attempt to identify the poor.   

 According to their findings, a large bulk of the poor belongs to:  

                  (i) Agricultural labour households without land holdings which form about 60 

percent of all agricultural labour households. 

                 (ii) Agricultural labour households with very small holdings which constitutes 

about 40 percent of all agricultural labour households.  

                 (iii) Non agricultural rural labour households without land holdings including 

village artisans progressively losing their traditional employment; and  

                 (iv) Small land operators, with cultivating holdings of less than two hectare, and   

particularly less than one hectare. 

 As regards the urban poor, Dandekar and Rath (1970) state: “The urban poor are only 

an overflow of the rural poor, into the urban area. Fundamentally, they belong to same class as 

the rural poor. However, as they live longer enough in urban poverty, they acquire 

characteristics of their own. Little is known of their life and labour in the growing cities.”   

5. 1. 3. Incidence of Poverty in India 

 In order to determine the strategy of development of the country, it is quiet essential to 

make an appropriate estimate of incidence of poverty in India. But appropriate and reliable 

data for the estimation of the extent of poverty is not available in India. However, on the basis 

of NSS data on consumption expenditure various estimates of the extent of poverty have been 

made Minhas, Dandekar and Rath, Bardhan and Ahluwalia. But due to the differences in their 

concept of poverty, their results very widely. Let us now discuss the findings of these 

estimates. 

Ojha’s Estimate of Poverty 

 Ojha (2010) has estimated the number of persons below the poverty line on the basis 

of an average calorie intake of 2,250 per capita per day. In Ojha’s word “compared, to 1960-

61, the nutritional deficiency in rural areas widened considerably in 1967-68. As compared to 

only 52% of the rural population in 1960-61, 70% of the population in 1967-68 was to be 

below the poverty level” 
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Dandekar and Rath’s Estimated of poverty 

 Dandekar and Rath’s (1971) Estimatesthe poverty line taking 2,250 calories as desired 

minimum level of nutrition. In their estimate they concluded that 40% of the rural population 

and a little more than 50% of the urban population live below the poverty line. 

B. S. Minhas’ Estimate of Poverty 

 Estimate made by B. S. Minhas (1974) on the basis NSS data reveals that if one 

regards the level of capita annual expenditure of Rs. 240 as the minimum, then in 1967-68, 

50.6% of the populations livebelow poverty line. 

 Bardhan (2009) estimates the poverty line considering Rs. 15 per capita per month at 

1960-61 prices for the rural poverty line and Rs. 18 for the urban line. Bardhan estimated that 

the percentage of population below poverty line rose from 38% in 1960-61 to 55% in 1968-

69. 

 Ahluwalia’s Estimate of Poverty 

 Ahluwalia (2005) estimates the poverty line by taking poverty line of Rs. 15 per month 

at 1960-61 prices for rural areas and Rs. 20 per month for urban area. He estimates that in 

1973-74, about 46.1% of rural population was below the poverty line. 

Tendulkar’s Estimate of Poverty 

 According to the Planning Commission, in 2011-12 for rural areas, the national 

poverty line by using the Tendulkar (2013) methodology is estimated at Rs.816 per capita per 

month in villages and Rs.1,000 per capita per month in cities. This would mean that the 

persons whose consumption of goods and services exceed Rs. 33.33 in cities and Rs.27.20 per 

capita per day in villages are not poor. The Commission said that for a family of five, the all 

India poverty line in terms of consumption expenditure would amount of Rs. 4,080 per month 

in rural areas and Rs.5,000 per month in urban areas. The poverty line however will vary from 

state to state. 

 The percentage of persons below poverty line in 2011-12 has been estimated at 25.7% 

in rural areas, 13.7% in urban areas and 21.9% for the country as a whole. The percentage of 

persons below poverty line in 2004-05 was 41.8% in rural areas, 25.7% in cities and 37.2% in 

the country as a whole. This estimate shows that the poverty ratio in the country has declined 

to 21.9% in 2011-12 from 37.2% in 2004-05 on account of increase in per capita 

consumption. 
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Gupta’s Estimation of Povert 

 Gupta (1997) followed the conceptual methodology recommended by Planning 

Commission appointed Expert Group. S. P. Gupta estimates of poverty show that poverty has 

increased in the 1990 and the incidence of poverty in 1998 in the rural areas was as high as 

45.58%. in urban areas it was 45.25%, it shows that there was no significant decline in 

poverty even in urban areas during the post-reform period. 

55thRound NSSO Estimation of Poverty 

 By using the 55th round of NSSO (1999- June 2000) data covering the period July 

1999 to June 2000, two separate estimations have been made by Planning Commission. 

According to these estimates poverty declined from 54.9% in 1973-74 to 26.1% in 1999-2000.  

It is expected that it will become 19.3% in 2007. 

5. 1. 4. Causes of Poverty 

 Poverty is not a thing given by nature. It is produced by the human beings in the 

process of development. The causes of poverty are understood differently by different people. 

Some of the important causes are — 

(a)  Poverty is the Result of Fate 

 According to this understanding, poverty is considered as predetermined. It is fixed by 

God and it is beyond the control of man. It is understood as a punishment by the poor 

themselves. 

(b)  Over-population 

 Over-population is another cause of poverty. Over-population creates many problems 

such as food shortage, housing shortage, inflation, rising unemployment, high rate of 

illiteracy, etc. It lowers the per capita income of the family as well as the standard of living of 

the people. According to Malthus poorer are responsible for their poverty and misery because 

they have failed to restrict their numbers. 

(c)  Poverty is the Consequence of Class-exploitation 

 Society is divided between the rich and the poor, between the strong and the weak, 

between the haves and have-not, between the privileged and the unprivileged and between the 

elites and masses. There is a constant conflict between the two classes. The formers always 

exploit the later and as a result they cannot improve their conditions. 



92 
 

(d)  Illiteracy 

 Illiteracy is the number one cause of poverty. Illiterate peoples are generally fatalist. 

They consider their children as the gift of God. They do not accept the family planning 

programme and considers it to be a curse. Uneducated and illiterate people are not interested 

in scientific education.  

(e)  Backwardness is the Cause of Poverty 

 Technological backwardness, communicational backwardness, educational 

backwardness etc. are other causes of poverty. People suffering from these cannot improve 

their condition and efficiency and hence the low-standard of living. 

(f)  Poverty is Caused by Insufficient Capital 

 Another cause of poverty is insufficient capital. Capital formation depends on savings 

and savings depend on income. If the income is low then people is unable to   start new 

business and cannot improve their entrepreneurial activities which will uplift their standard of 

living in future. 

(g)  Injustice and Unjust Social Order 

 Poverty is the result of injustice and unjust social order. It is a historically created 

condition. It is the making of man and of the institutions created by man in history.  

(h)  Joint Family System 

 In a joint family system, most of the members are only parasites and they have to be 

supported by only one or two earning members. Thus, unemployment and disguished 

unemployment become rampant. The consequence is poverty. 

(i)  Faulty Educational System 

 Faulty educational system which is neither production-oriented nor job-oriented is 

another major cause of poverty. It is simply aggravating unemployment which ultimately 

creates poverty. Datta Ray, Mazhari, Passah, and Pandey (2000) state that Galbriath in 1969 

outlined the flowing factors which were considered to be probable causes of poverty. 

  i. The people are poor because they prefer it that way. 

  ii.   The country is naturally poor. 

 iii.  The country is poor because of colonial oppression. 
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  iv. Poverty is the consequence of class-exploitation. 

  v.    Poverty is caused by insufficient capital. 

 vi.   Over-population is the causes of poverty. 

 vii.  Poverty is caused by incompetent policy. 

 viii.  Poverty is caused by ignorance. 

 

5. 1. 5. Causes and Consequences of Poverty of Scheduled Caste People of Dhubri 
District 

 Causes and Consequences of poverty of Scheduled Caste people of Dhubri District are 

based on empirical study. No data is available for that. So this chapter is completely based on 

field data. 

 Majority of the Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district are poverty victim. The 

causes of the poverty victim are close inter-linkages between socio-cultural and economic 

factors. They are as follows: 

(A)  Socio-cultural Factors 

 (i)  Joint Family System 

 Joint family system is still prevailing among the Scheduled Castes people of this 

region. This characteristic is also seen among the other communities of this region. In 

Scheduled Castes joint family, the number of children is always ignored. Poverty is 

widespread in a Scheduled Castes joint family because in such a family, a person always 

welcomes further additions to his family size to supplement his family income. This large 

number of children creates a heavy burden on the income of the family. Thus, lack of 

knowledge rather than lack of willingness are the main obstacles to the spread of poverty 

among the Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district. 

(ii)  Universality and Practice of Early Marriage  

 Marriage is universal among the Scheduled Castes people of this region.  In general 

unmarried men and women of this community do not enjoy a respectable social status in the 

society. Thus, almost all men and women of marriageable age of this community enter into 

wed lock.  
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 Again, Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district used to marry at an early age. This 

early marriage is a common characteristic of this community which gives them a longer span 

of reproductive activity. It is likely that between 15 to 20 years of age every 8 out of 10 girls 

are married. Thus, the early marriage is a very common factor for the high rate of growth of 

population among this community. 

 Again, the puberty of women starts at an early age of about 15 due to tropical climate. 

Thus, women in this region start fertilizing very soon after they enter reproduction stages. 

This creates large number of births. 

(iii)  Illiteracy  

 Illiteracy is very high among the Scheduled Castes people of this region. Illiteracy is 

very high due to poorness. Children without getting educational facilities start to help their 

parents in work and raise the family earnings and, therefore, prove to be assets to the family. 

Female children are confined to the kitchen rather than going to school. When the children of 

the poor Scheduled Castes people cannot go to school for education and instead have to work 

in the fields of landlords and look after their cattle, there are very slim chances that such 

children when they grow up will be able to break the vicious circle of poverty in future. 

(iv)  Superstition 

 In Dhubri district, majority of the Scheduled Castes people are fatalist. They consider 

their children as the gift of God. They believe that God has created them and given two hands, 

two legs and a mouth to feed. As a result, they produce children one by one. They do not 

understand the effect of large family on the income of the family. 

 People belonging to this community are ignorant about biology of reproduction, need 

of birth control and devices of birth control. They consider family planning program to be a 

curse, as this is against the God’s will. As a result, they create large number of births whose 

ultimate result is wide spread poverty. 

(v)  Dowry System 

 Dowry system is still prevailing among the Scheduled Castes people of this region. 

This system is also prevailing among the other communities of Dhubri district. People of this 

community have to offer gold, wooden furniture and other things as  dowry in their daughter’s 

marriage. In some cases, the groom party demand hand cash and other costly articles like 

bike, car, colour television, refrigerator etc. In such a situation, the father of the bride is 
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compelled to sell his property for collecting money. When this phenomenon is happens in 

case of poor Scheduled Castes, they become helpless and as a result they loss everything 

within a night and become poorer. Therefore, this dowry system is one of the most important 

causes of poverty of the Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district.    

(vi)  Various Festivals 

 Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district are very joyous. Like other people, 

Scheduled Castes people of this region are admirer of festivity. They observe various 

traditional festivals in a year. Some of the colourful festivals are Durga Puja, Kali Puja, 

Lakshmi Puja, Kati Puja, Manosha Puja, Shitola Puja, Hoodum Puja, Ganga Puja, Dol Puja 

etc. Some of these festivals are very expensive and continue to two/ three/ four and more 

days. During to the festival days, people of this community used to purchase new cloths for 

their children and for themselves and remain workless till the end of the festivals. 

(vii)  Exploitation by Other Communities 

 The Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district are very poor. They are ignorant and 

uneducated. The non- Scheduled Castes people of this region are always taking opportunity to 

cheat them. They are always depriving them from their legal right. There is a tendency among 

the poor Scheduled Castes people of this region to keep their young boys and girls as 

domestic servant in the house of rich non-Scheduled Castes people on monthly wage basis. 

This tendency is more among the girls as compared to boys. They are working in a minimum 

wage, i.e. rupees five hundred to rupees eight hundred per month. 

(viii)   Influx of Outsiders on the Traditional Occupation of Scheduled Castes 

 Fishing is an important occupation of Kaibarta, Jalia, Namasudra and Jhalo-malo 

communities of Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district. Earlier, fish catching and selling 

was exclusively done by the above communities only. They were satisfied with their 

occupation and easily earned their livelihood which was enough to look after their families. 

But now, other communities mainly Muslim have taken over this age-old trade from the 

indigenous fishermen communities of this region 

(B)  Economic Factors 

(i)  Unemployment 

 Employment is admittedly a strong power lever to boost up the socio-economic 

conditions of a community. The Scheduled Castes Community is, however, in this respect in a 
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bad shape. Unemployment at the moment is chronic problem in the country as a whole and the 

weaker sections of the community are worst victims. The picture of employment of Scheduled 

Castes people of Dhubri district is very pathetic. In this district, there is no big or small 

industry. The Scheduled Castes people of this area are completely dependent on state 

Government service. But majority of them are unable to compete with other castes people. 

Only a few persons are able to succeed. But both The Central Government and the State 

Government of Assam have made arrangements for reservation of services and posts in favour 

of the Scheduled Castes on the basis of population. For Assam it is 7%. A negligible portion 

of Scheduled Castes people of this region are getting government jobs on the basis of 

reservation quota mainly on Grade III and Grade IV categories. 

(ii)  Minimum Wage Rate 

 As per our primary data collection, the average daily wage rate of skilled, unskilled 

and other agricultural labours is very low in rural areas of Dhubri district. In some areas, this 

average rate is less than the state’s average rate. And this mostly happens in Scheduled Castes 

dominated areas of Dhubri district. The reason is that the number of the work seekers is huge 

in this area as compare to work provider. As a result, they are compell to work in less wages 

rather than remain workless. 

(iii)  Indebtedness 

 Indebtedness is another chronic remarkable problem amongst the Scheduled Castes 

people of Dhubri district as in other areas of Assam. The rural Scheduled Castes people are 

very poor. Their income is very low and therefore they cannot save money. As per our 

primary data collection, 50% of the rural Scheduled Castes families is in chronic 

indebtedness. They usually take loan from village Mahajan on high rate of interest (monthly 

interest basis) to start small business. Almost lion share of profit of their business goes on 

recovery of their loan and therefore they cannot improve their economic condition 

(iv)  Lack of Skilled Personnel  

 The Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district is also suffering from an acute 

shortage of skilled labour. Most of the labours are unskilled. They are unable to compete with 

the machine made goods. Earlier the Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district used to 

produce some particular earthen pots for cooking and other use for the common people which 

have been replaced now by modern metallic utensils and equipments available in the market. 
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(v)  Lack of Entrepreneurial and Managerial Talents  

  About the availability of entrepreneurial and managerial talents among the Scheduled 

Castes people of Dhubri district, the picture is very gloomy. There is lack of initiatives and 

entrepreneurship among the Scheduled Castes people on the part of local talents to start a new 

industries within the region for which there is sufficient development potential. 

 

(vi)   Geographical Isolation of the District and it’s Difficult Terrain 

 Geographical isolation is a characteristic feature which always goes against the 

development strategy of this area. From the very early period this area was neglected by the 

state government partly due to its geographical isolation which restricted capital flow into the 

development of this area. Further, lack of contact, lack of attention and lack of close 

supervision by the state as well as centre are all the results of geographical isolation of this 

area. 

5. 1. 6.   The Sample Population 

 The size of population shapes the quality of life in terms of level of income, education, 

type of family, family size, infant mortality, life expectancy, etc. Socio-economic and cultural 

aspects of population growth constitute an important area of study in the developing countries 

like India. These countries are either at the pre-demographic transitional phase or in the 

transitional phase. We should comprehend the nature of and the factors affecting population 

growth, so that suitable intervention could be made to achieve the desired results. 

 The socio-economic and demographic factor that determine the demographic behavior 

and socio-economic condition of a group of population are education, income, type of family, 

family size, age of marriage of the wife etc. 

 In this chapter an attempt has been made to visualize the present socio-economic and 

demographic life of the Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district. 

Education 

 Educational attainment of the people is one of the three components of the Human 

Development Index (HDI) prepared by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

Education is one of the important indirect or distant variables affecting demographic behavior 

concerning marriage, fertility, mortality, migration as well as participation in the labour force. 

Uneducated people do not realize the bed effect of unreasonably expanded families on the 
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standard of living. They are ignorant and do not know about the methods of contraception for 

restricting the size of the family. Education takes longer time for settlement in life. Therefore, 

educated people marry at a late age and thus, their fertility is reduced. Education makes 

people more conscious about the standard of living. If an educated people is confronted with 

the choice of either a boy or a car, the couple will prefer a car to a boy, provided the couple is 

more standard of living conscious. Educated women are more free and may have several 

duties outside the home or may be engaged in service. They may be spending more of their 

time outside their home. Therefore, they do not have much time to look after their expanded 

families. Thus, they prefer smaller families. Similarly educated mothers are able to judge the 

seriousness of an illness and thus can arrange appropriate modern treatment for a sick child in 

time. Educated families are well informed about the nutrition and hygiene and their 

understanding of rational child feeding and child care can prevent some of the most common 

infant and childhood diseases. Hence, paternal education (particularly of mothers) is regarded 

as one of the important variables influencing both fertility and mortality. Kerala is a case in 

this point. Also, in most of the northern states, where women are professionally engaged, 

fertility rate is quite low.  

 According to Caldwell and MacDonald (1981), “mother’s education is a powerful tool 

which helps them in breaking some of the traditional norms and makes them relatively more 

independent in taking decision about the family situation.  

 The rapid decline in fertility and infant mortality in Bangladesh and Indonesia in the 

past two decades and the decline in fertility in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh in 

India in the 1980s and 1990s are primarily due to increasing female education. 

 Adhak (996). also found that the infant and childhood mortality is higher among the 

illiterate women than that of the literates. 

 Kisher and Bernet (1970), Mohendra and James (2002), Mhloye (1991), Gbolahan 

(1985) and Aziz, & Khan (1992). state that education of women plays an important role in 

declining fertility both in India and Bangladesh. 

 The Mysore Population Study (U.N.O.,1961) reveals that the average number of 

children born to women in Bangalore city who were illiterate or educated up to middle 

standard was higher than that of women who were educated up to high school level. 

 Retherford, Robert and Romesh (1996), Bharati (1990). Hussain (1970), Ruzicka and 

Kanitkar (1986), Bhagat and Purjit (2005) study in Maharastra found that among all other 
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socio-economic factors, female education is considered to be one of the important factors 

influencing fertility. 

 Female education also plays an important role in determining fertility among the 

Muslims.  Rajan (2005), Jain (1981) and  Janowitz (1976) state that in states and union 

territories with lower Muslim fertility invariably have higher female literacy and those states 

with high Muslim fertility compared to Hindu, have low female literacy levels. Thus, female 

education can be used as an influencing variable in fertility transition among the Muslims. 

 Kulkarni & Minja (1998) have observed that educated women are not only favourably 

associated with family planning devices, but also use modern contraceptives as compared to 

the illiterate and less educated women 

 Arnold and Kanitkar (1998), Mukherjee and  Sing (1961),  Driver (1963), Ghosh 

(1987),  Rele (1982), Koko (1987), Zachariah (1984), Cochrane (1988), Dreze and Murthy 

(2001),  Chakraborty (1996), Sharmah Thakur (2001), Das (2001),  Chakrabort (1988), 

Sharmah (1991), Goswami (1998) and Borah (2005) have supported that female literacy 

greatly influence the fertility level of a couple. 

 Still, there is another group of economists, who state that it is not the education of the 

female but the educational and cultural environment that determines how many children a 

couple should have. Individuals are not the sole decision-makers in this regard. Guilmoto and 

Rajan (2001) state that it is not the individual characteristics like education, rather than the 

place in which a women live that matters more in the decision on the number of children. No 

matter the couple is poor and illiterate, living in a certain geographical area under a particular 

setting itself results in fewer number of children being born to the couples. 

 Munchi and Myaux (2000) state education may influence the fertility of an individual, 

but not the community as a whole. 

 Bhat and Rajan (1990) have shown that the illiterate women in Kerela have fewer 

children as compared to the illiterate women in Madhya Pradesh and any other parts of India. 

So, education is not the only factor influencing fertility, it depends on the other factors as 

well. 

 Betillie (2003) argues that the recent fertility transition in many developing countries 

is increasingly getting attention as it does not confirm to economic and social development. 

Economic factors become poor indicators of recent fertility decline.  
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 The above analysis shows that the level of education especially the women is an 

important, if not sole, determinant of fertility of a population. Therefore, it is necessary to find 

out the present status of education of the sample households in general and of the respondents 

in particular, to study the demographic behavior and income of the sample population 

(Scheduled Castes).  

                           Table: 5. 1 shows the educational qualification of sample husband and wives. 

 

                                                            Table: 5. 1 
                       Level of Education of the Sample Husbands and Wives 

Sl 

No 

Level of Education Number of 
Sample 
Husbands  

Percentage Number of 
Sample 
Wives 

Percentage 

1 Illiterate 82 34.17 112 46.67 

2 Literate up to Lower Primary 

Level ( Class I to V) 
54 22.50 38 15.83 

3 Literate up to Upper Primary 

Level (Class VI to VIII) 
24 10.00 50 20.83 

4 Literate up to Secondary 

Level (IX to X) 
62 25.83 32 13.33 

5 Literate up to Higher 

Secondary Level (XI to XII)  
16 6.67 8 3.33 

6 Graduate  2 0.83 Nil __ 

7 Post-graduate  Nil __ Nil __ 

8 Technical Education  Nil __ Nil __ 

9 Vocational Education Nil __ Nil __ 

10 Total 240 100.00 240 100.00 

           Source: Field Survey, 2014. 
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 Table: 5. 1 shows that illiteracy among the sample wives is more than the sample 

husbands. Illiteracy among the sample husbands is 34.17 percent and illiteracy among the 

sample wives is 46.67 percent. 15.83 percent of the sample women have received lower 

primary education while 22.50 percent of the sample husbands have received lower primary 

education. The number of the sample wives who have received upper primary education is 

more than the sample husbands who have received upper primary education. It is 20.83 

percent for sample wives and 10.00 percent for sample husbands. In case of secondary level of 

education, 25.83 percent sample husbands have received secondary education while only 

13.33 percent sample wives received the same. Only 3.33 percent of sample wives have 

received higher secondary level of education and it is 6.67 percent in case of sample 

husbands. Only a very small portion of sample husbands 0.83 percent have found to be 

graduate while it is zero in case of sample wives. It is interesting to note that either any one of 

the sample husbands or any one of the sample wives has found who received post-graduation, 

technical education and vocational education. Over all, the scenario of education among the 

sample husbands and wives is very pathetic. Therefore, the Scheduled Castes people of this 

locality have not yet realized the influence of education on fertility, mortality, attitude to 

additional children, knowledge and practice of family planning etc. 

 The educational status of the children of sample couples is shown in the                                 

Table: 5. 2 

Table: 5. 2 
Educational Status of Children of the Sample Couples 

Level of Education Male 

Children 

Percentage Female 

Children 

Percentage 

Not starting education            

(Age group: 0-5 years) 
24 11.88 10 5.00 

Illiterate                                 

(Never gone School) 
12 5.94 14 7.00 

Attending in Lower Primary 

Schools ( Class I to V) 
88 43.56 72 36.00 

Attending in  Upper Primary 

Schools (Class VI to VIII)  
21 10.40 50 25.00 

Attending in Secondary 26 12.87 42 21.00 
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Schools (Class IX to X) 

Attending in Higher Secondary 

Schools (Class XI to XII)  
18 8.91 8 4.00 

Attending in Colleges 10 4.95 4 2.00 

Attending in Universities 1 0.50 Nil __ 

 Attending in Technical 

Education 
2 0.99 Nil __ 

Attending in Vocational 

Education 
Nil __ Nil __ 

Total 202 100.00 200 100.00 

        Source: Field Survey, 2014 

 

 Table: 5. 2 reveals that 11.88 percent male and 5.00 percent female children of sample 

couples have not yet started their education. They belong to age group between 0-5 years. 

Likewise 5.94 percent male and 7.00 percent female children have never gone to school. They 

are totally illiterate. The highest percentage of male and female children of sample area has 

attending in lower primary school. It is 43.56 percent for male and 36 percent for female. 

Similarly, 10.40 percent male and 25.00 percent female have attended in upper primary 

school. 12.87 percent male and 21.00 percent female are attending in secondary level of 

education where as it is 8.91 percent male and 4.00 percent female in case of higher secondary 

level of education. The college going children is very low among them. It is 4.95 percent for 

male and 2.00 percent for female. In our survey area, it is found that only one 0.50 percent 

male student and no one female student is studying in university. Like that only 0.99 percent 

male and no female children are attending in technical education. Neither female nor male 

children are found in survey area who is receiving vocational education. 
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Table: 5. 3 
Status of Dropped out Children of Sample Couples 

Number of Male 

Children 

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
  Number of 

Female    

Children  

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 Number of Male 

and Female 

Children 

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 

D
ro

pp
ed

 

ou
t 

73 36.14 

D
ro

pp
ed

 

ou
t 

42 21 

D
ro

pp
ed

 

ou
t 

115 28.61 

Total 202  Total 200  Total 402 
 

          Source: Field Survey, 2014. 

 

 Table: 5. 3 shows the status of dropped out children of sample couples. The percentage 

of dropped out children at various levels of education is 28.61 percent considering the 

students as dropped out who have left the education before graduation. The percentage of 

male dropped out is higher in comparison to female dropped out. It is 36.14 percent for male 

and 21 percent for female. The reason is that the female children are generally married at an 

early age. The parents are generally started searching bridges for their daughters after 14 or 15 

years of age. The status of dropped out at different levels of education is discussed below. 

 
Table: 5. 4 

Distribution of Dropped out Children of Sample Couples 

Sl 

No 

Status of Dropped out 

Children 

M
al

e 

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 

Fe
m

al
e 

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 

To
ta

l (
M

al
e 

&
 F

em
al

e)
 

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1 Dropped out at lower 

primary level 
16 21.92 14 33.33 30 26.08 

2 Dropped out at upper 

primary level 
26 35.62 10 23.81 36 31.30 
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3 Dropped out at 

secondary level  
17 23.29 12 28.57 29 25.22 

4 Dropped out at higher 

secondary level  
10 13.69 4 9.52 14 12.17 

5 Dropped out at college 

level  
4 5.48 2 4.76 6 5.22 

6 Total 73 !00 42 100 115 100 

           Source: Field Survey, 2014. 

 

 Table: 5. 4 reveals that the percentage of dropped out children is higher at upper 

primary level than the lower primary level. It is 31.30 percent for upper primary level and 

26.08 percent for lower primary level. Similarly, the dropped out at secondary level is almost 

double than the dropped out at higher secondary level. It is 25.22 percent for secondary level 

and 12.17 percent for higher secondary level. The reason is that after completion of secondary 

level of education the parents of poor Scheduled Castes people engage their children in 

earning activities. The dropped out of college going children is 5.22 percent among them. 

 In case of male dropped out, the highest male dropped out is at upper primary level 

35.62 percent followed by the secondary level 23.29 percent. Likewise, the male dropped out 

at primary, higher secondary and college level are 21.92 percent, 13.69 percent and 5.48 

percent respectively. 

 The female dropped out is higher at lower primary level which is 33.33 percent. The 

reason is the neglect of girl children. The rate of dropped out at upper primary (23.81 percent) 

and secondary level (28.57 percent) is also high because at this stages the girl children are 

confined at home for cooking purposes. The female dropped out at higher secondary and 

college level is 9.52 percent and 4.76 percent. A small proportion of girl children of poor 

Scheduled Castes are going to college are also worst sufferer. 

 There are mainly two reasons for lower dropped out at college level. Firstly, only 

those students move for higher education which have the ability to somehow manage the 

expenditure of higher education by their parent. Secondly, only meritorious students move for 

higher education. It is seen from the field study that the tendency is more among the students 

who are less meritorious to leave the education after passing 10th or 12th standard. 
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 While conducting field survey we also tried to find out the reasons for dropped out of 

students at different level of education. Table: 5. 5 shows the reasons for dropped out of 

students at different level of education. 

 

Table: 5. 5 
Reasons for Dropped Out at Different Level of Education 

Sl 

No 

Dropped 

out due to 

Male Percenta

ge 

Female Percenta

ge 

Total (Male & 

Female) 

Percenta

ge 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
1 Financial 

crisis  
28 66.66 41 80.39 69 74.19 

2 Failure 12 28.58 9 17.65 21 22.58 

3 Sickness 2 4.76 1 1.96 3 3.23 

4 Total 42 100 51 100 93 100 

       Source: Field Survey, 2014. 

 

 Table: 5. 5 shows the reasons for dropped out of children of sample couples. From 

table it is clear that huge percentage of children of sample couples has dropped out at different 

levels of education due to financial crisis. Out of total dropped out, 74.19 percent children 

have dropped out due to financial crisis. The reason is that the poor Scheduled Castes people 

consider their children as asset. When they grow up and liable to contribute to work, then they 

are generally engaged to work to increase the family income instead of sending school. Again, 

the percentage of dropped out children due to financial crisis is high among the female 

children than the male children. It is 80.39 percent for female and 66.66 percent for male. One 

reason is that the female children are generally neglected with the ideology that one day they 

will have to give marry and will go to other’s house. The other reason is that the female 

children are confined at home for cooking purposes and look after their small kids in absence 

of their parents.  

 Similarly, out of total dropped out children, 22.58 percent has dropped out due to 

failure. Out of total male and female dropped out, 28.58 percent male and 17.65 percent 
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female children have dropped out due to failure. The rate of dropped out due to failure is very 

high at the secondary level of education for both male and female children. 

 In our survey area, the rate of dropped out due to sickness is found to be very 

negligible. It is 4.76 percent for male and 1.96 percent for female when compared with the 

total male and total female dropped out children. 

Income 

 Income is an important background determinant of economic condition of a family. 

Standard of living, consumption pattern, access to medical treatment as well as family 

planning devices depends on the income level of the family. It is generally said that higher 

income is related to lower fertility and lower mortality. In the low income families, children 

are treated as asset. Therefore, large number of children are always well come in these 

families which decreases the per-capita income of these families. As a result, standard of 

living is low in these families. On the other hand, the standard of living is high in the higher 

income families. Families with higher income can provide better and immediate medical 

facilities to the sick children which reduce infant and child mortality. 

 Leibenstain (1957), Coale and Hoover (1958), Friedman (!959), Rele (1982),  Reddy 

(2005), Spengler (1982), Visaria (1999), Bardhan and Srivastava (2002) Sundaram and 

Tendulkar (2005) Borg (1989) Birdsall and Jamison (1983) have found negative relationship 

between income and fertility. 

 A study conducted (2005) by the Department of economics, Dibrugarh University , 

Assam have found negative relationship between income and fertility level among the tea 

garden labours and Bodo women in Assam. 

 In an article, Choudhury (2006) states that poverty as well as low income is one of the 

main determinants of higher fertility in North-East India. 

 On the other hand, Chakraborty (1994) Choudhury (1977), Freedman and Thornton 

(1982) have found no significant relationship between income and fertility. 

 From the above discussion, it is clear that income plays an important role in 

determining the standard of living, consumption pattern and fertility of a couple. In the 

present study the sample households have been distributed on the basis of total monthly 

income and per capita monthly income. 
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                                                  Table: 5. 6 
Distribution of Sample Households by Total Family Income (Monthly) 

Sl 

No 

Level of Family Income 

     (Per Month) 

Number of 

Households 

Percentage 

1 Up to Rs. 1000 38 15.83 

2 Rs. 1001 to Rs. 2000 81 33.75 

3 Rs. 2001 to Rs. 3000 42 17.50 

4 Rs. 3001 to Rs. 4000 25 10.42 

5 Rs. 4001 to Rs. 5000 23 9.58 

6 Rs. 5001 to Rs. 6000 10 4.17 

7 Rs. 6001 to Rs. 7000 6 2.50 

8 Rs. 7001 to Rs. 8000 4 1.67 

9 Rs. 8001 to Rs. 9000 2 0.83 

10   Rs. 9001 to Rs. 10000 3 1.25 

11        Rs. 10000 + 6 2.50 

12         Total 240 100.00 

      Source: Field Survey, 2014 

 

 It is generally difficult to measure the income and expenditure of the rural mass as 

they do not maintain the records of income and expenditure and they do not have any regular 

source of income except the salary earners. The income of the people varies from season to 

season and time to time. In calculating the average monthly income of a sample family under 

the present study, summation of money wage earned through primary and secondary sources 

by the husbands, the wives and the other members of the family and imputed money value of 

the household products have been taken into account. 

 Table: 5. 6 reveals that 15.83 percent of sample households have monthly income of 

less than Rs.1000 or up to Rs. 1000.00. They are very low income group and have no way to 
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earn money. They are generally beggar, widow, old and sick persons. They are generally old 

persons and have lost their manpower for doing hard work. They are passing their life by 

doing some low profitable business like begging, wood selling, muri and chira selling etc.   

 33.75 percent and 17.50 percent of sample households have monthly income of less 

than Rs. 2000.00 and Rs. 3000.00 or up to Rs. 2000.00 or Rs.3000.00 respectively which is 

not sufficient to meet the necessary expenditure of a family with two or three children. They 

are generally un-skilled labours and have no permanent plot of land for agriculture. Again, 

they are unable to get the work throughout the month. They usually get work 15 to 20 days in 

a month and remain workless in rest of the days of the month. 

 10.42 percent, 9.58 percent and 4.17 percent of sample households have monthly 

income of less than Rs.4000.00, Rs.5000.00 and Rs.6000.00 or up to Rs.4000.00, Rs. 5000.00 

and Rs. 6000.00 respectively. They are generally skill labours and have permanent source of 

income. Besides, some of them have small plot of land for agriculture. 

 2.50 percent, 1.67 percent and 0.83 percent of sample households have monthly 

income of less than Rs.7000.00, Rs.8000.00 and Rs.9000.00 or up to Rs.7000.00, Rs. 8000.00 

and Rs. 9000.00 respectively. They have some additional source of income besides permanent 

source of income. They have also some plot of own land for agriculture. 

 1.25 percent and 2.50 percent of sample households have monthly income of less 

than Rs.10000.00 or up to Rs.10000.00 and Rs.10000.00 and above respectively. They are 

generally service holders, pensioners, established businessmen etc.  

 

                                                     Table: 5. 7 
Distribution of the Households by Per Capita Family Income (Monthly) 

Sl 

No 

Per Capita Family Income  

(Per Month) 

Number of  Household Percentage 

1 Up to Rs. 100 21 8.75 

2 Rs. 101 to Rs. 200 22 9.17 

3 Rs. 201 to Rs. 300 28 11.66 

4 Rs. 301 to Rs. 400 27 11.25 
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5 Rs. 401 to Rs. 500 41 17.08 

6 Rs. 501 to Rs. 600 27 11.24 

7 Rs. 601 to Rs. 700 20 8.33 

8 Rs. 701 to Rs. 800 13 5.45 

9          Rs. 801 to Rs. 900 9 3.75 

10   Rs. 901 to Rs. 1000 11 4.58 

11         Rs. 1001 to Rs. 2000 12 5.00 

         Rs. 2001+ 9 3.75 

12               Total 240 100.00 

      Source: Field Survey, 2014. 

 

 In Table: 5.7, sample households have been presented on the basis of per capita 

monthly income (computed by dividing the total monthly family income by the total number 

of members of the family). Per capita income is the only basis with which the economic 

condition of a family can be studied. It is found that 82.93 percent of the households have per 

capita income of less than Rs.800.00 or up to Rs. 800.00 per month. Only 17.08 percent or 

slightly less households have per capita monthly income of more than Rs. 816.00. According 

to the Planning Commission (2011-12, Tendulkar’s Methodology), people living in the rural 

areas whose per capita monthly income is less than Rs.816.00 are treated as poor. In the 

sample villages, more than 82.93 percent households live below the poverty line which is 

much more than the state average. 

APL and BPL families 

 On the basis of income, the sample households are divided into two groups viz. APL 

and BPL families. The APL families are provided district ration cards for issuance of APL 

rice, kerosen oil, sugar and iodized salt as per quantum of allocation in each month. The BPL 

families are provided BPL cards for issuance of PDS items at subsidized rates. Besides, the 

Government of Assam is also providing various facilities to the BPL families like dwelling 

house under IAY scheme, tube well, well, electricity, gas etc. for improving their economic 

condition.  
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                Table: 5. 8 shows the number of APL and BPL families of the sample households. 

                                                    Table: 5. 8 
            Number of APL and BPL Families of the Sample Households 

Sl 

No 

Type of Families Number of 

Families  

Percentage 

 1 2 3 
1 APL Families 37 15.42 

2 BPL Families  203 84.58 

3   240 100.00 

                Source: Field Survey, 2014.  

 

  Table: 5. 8 reveals that out of 240 Scheduled Castes families, only 15.24 percent 

families belong to APL category (above poverty line) and rest 84.58 percent families belong 

to BPL category (below poverty line). So, in survey area it is found that majority of the 

families belong to BPL category. 

Type of Family 

 Family is a basic social organization which directly or indirectly influences the 

economic condition and demographic behaviuor of the couples. In Indian society there are 

two types of families. One is joint family and another is nuclear family. The normative pattern 

of family in India is an extended family or joint type where more than one married couples 

live together in a dwelling. A nuclear family, on the other hand, comprises of a man, his wife 

and his unmarried children and in a few instances one or more such persons as widowed 

mother, father or sister.  

 It is generally believed that fertility in a joint family is higher than that of a nuclear 

family. Frank (1954) and Ramu (1989) state that the number of children in a joint family is 

higher than the nuclear family. Their argument is based on extended family’s ability to extend 

financial support and help in child rearing to the newly married couples.  

 Similarly, Mukhapadhaya (2000) has noticed that in Karnataka, fertility in the joint 

families is higher than the nuclear families.  
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 But quite a good number of researchers have found an inverse result. Mahadevan 

(1979) and Agrawalla (1964) have found that the wives of the nuclear families have higher 

fertility than those of the joint families.  

 Nag (1967) has also concluded that fertility in nuclear families is higher than the 

extended families because of higher coitus frequency. 

 Gayal (1974), Chatteriee (1979), Coale (1960), Sadik (1966), Eva (1972), Mukherjee 

(1962) Pott and Dutt (1958) Blake (1961) and in Assam, Goswami (2000) and in Arunachal 

Pradesh Borah (2001) have also found that the nuclear families have higher fertility. 

 But, Driver (1963) has stated that the role of family type in influencing the fertility 

level is significant. 

 While studying the relationship between family type and mortality, Adak (1996) 

argued that the extended families have higher infant mortality than the nuclear families among 

the Khasi women of Meghalaya. 

                     Table: 5. 9 shows the distribution of sample households by the type of family. 

Table: 5. 9 

Distribution of Sample Households by Family Type 

Sl. 

No 

Type of Family Number  of Sample 

Households 

Percentage 

 1 2 3 
1 Nuclear family 212 88.33 

2 Joint family 28 11.67 

3 Total 240 100.00 

                Source: Field Survey, 2014. 

 Table: 5. 9 shows that the dominant form of family structure in the sample villages is 

nuclear, i.e. 88.33 percent of the total households belong to nuclear family and only 11.67 

percent of the total households belong to joint family. One reason of greater number of 

nuclear families is the quarrel among the family members mainly among the wives with the 

issue of earning. Another reason of greater number of nuclear families may be due to gradual 

breakup of the joint families. 

 Type of family of the survey area is shown in the diagram: Fig. 5. 1 below 
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  Type of Family of the Survey Area 
 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                   Fig: 5.1 
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 The relationship between type of family and number of live birth is shown in Table: 5. 10 

                                                  Table: 5. 10 

                        Type of Family and Number of Live Births 

Type of Family Number of Live Births 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Total Number of 

Live Births 

per 100 

Respondents  

N
uc

le
ar

  

Number of 

Respondents 
7 22 58 44 24 12 6 173 

267.05 
Number of 

Live Births 
0 22 116 132 96 60 36 462 

Jo
in

t 

Number of 

Respondents 
4 6 9 12 16 12 8 67 

346.27 
Number of 

Live Births 
0 6 18 36 64 60 48 232 

To
ta

l 

Number of 

Respondents 
11 28 67 56 40 24 14 240 

289.17 
Number of 

Live Births 
0 50 134 168 160 120 50 694 

            Source: Field Survey, 2014.     

  Table: 5. 10 shows that the number of live births per 100 women residing in the join 

families is higher (346.27) than those of the nuclear families (267.05). 

Family Size 

 In the common parlance, family size refers to the total number of persons in a family, 

but in demography, family size refers to the total number of children a couple bears in their 

reproductive period. Family size may influence the fertility, mortality, standard of living and 

consumption pattern of the couples. According to Frank (1954), the size of a family is 

associated with the nature of the work. Some occupation may call for a bigger family which is 

one of the main causes of the predominance of joint families in the rural agricultural sector 

where fertility is found to be higher than the other sectors. Agrawall’s (1970) study has found 
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7.37 live births among the cultivators as against 6.63 of the service holders. Adak (1996) has 

also found that the Khasi women having more than 10 live births showed the highest 

percentage of infant and child mortality than the others having less than. 

 Table: 5. 11 shows the distribution of the sample household by family size. 

Table: 5. 11 

                Distribution of Sample Households by Family Size  

Sl 

No 
Family Size Number of Households Percentage 

 1 2 3 
1 1-2 16 6.67 

2 3-4 84 35.00 

3 5-6 72 30.00 

4 7-8 48 20.00 

5 9-10 14 5.83 

6 11 + 6 2.50 

7 Total 240 100.00 

            Source: Field Survey, 2014. 
 

 Table: 5. 11 shows that out of 240 sample households, 35 percent households have 

family members of 3-4 which is the predominant family size. These families include only one 

or two children besides the couple. Similarly, 30.00 percent of the sample households have 

family members of 5-6 which is near to the predominant family size. These families generally 

include three or four children besides the couple. 20 percent sample households have family 

members of 7-8 which is consists of couple, their three or four children and parent. 5.83 

percent sample households have family members of 7-8 which is consists of couple, their 

three or four children, parent and one or two unmarried brothers and sisters. Only 2.50 percent 

of the sample households have family members of 11+. This family generally consists of 

couple, their two-three children, parent and their one or two married brothers along with their 

children. 
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Type of Houses 

 Housing condition is an important determinant of social and economic status of a 

family in the society which is indirectly related to income of the family. The modern concept 

of housing is not only a physical shelter but also an immediate surrounding of it. Besides the 

shelter, house is a place where a family can develop physically, mentally and socially. A 

house is healthy if it provides physical protection and shelter, place of cooking and eating, 

washing and excretory functions, prevention of the spread of communicable diseases, 

protection from noise, pollution, heat and cold, encourages personal development and mental 

health. Overcrowded housing condition may disturb couple’s privacy which ultimately affects 

fertility levels. Similarly, high mortality and morbidity rate are observed in those houses 

where the housing condition is sub-standard. The respiratory infections like whooping cough, 

tuberculosis, influenza and skin diseases are common among the respondents living in an 

unhygienic condition. 

 Housing condition is a qualitative variable and in the study of poverty it is taken as 

dummy variable. It is also found that the pucca houses in the sample villages have the 

minimum basic amenities of life as compared to the semi-pucca and kutcha houses. So the 

housing condition of the pucca houses are assumed as good housing condition and the semi-

  

 Table: 5. 12 shows the distribution of sample households on the basis of type of house. 

                                                  Table: 5. 12 

                  Distribution of Sample Households by Type of House   

Sl 

No 

Housing Condition Number of 

Households 

Percentage of total 

Households 

 1 2 3 
1 Pucca 24 10 

2 Semi pucca 126 52.50 

3 Kutcha 90 37.50 

4 Total 240 100.00 

           Source: Field Survey, 2014.  
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 It is observed from the table that only 10 percent families of the sample households are 

living in pucca houses. More than 50 percent families i.e. 52.50 percent families of the sample 

households are living in semi-pucca houses. Semi-pucca houses are those houses which are 

given under the IAY scheme (Indra Awaas Yojana) by the government. All the beneficiaries 

of IAY are living in below poverty line. 37.50 percent families of the sample households are 

living in kutcha houses. The sample households who are living in kutcha houses also belong 

to BPL category but they are still unable to get the IAY houses and some of them are in 

waiting list of receiving the IAY houses. The kutcha houses are made of wood, bamboo, 

thatch, cane, reed, mud, etc. The kutcha houses have raised earthen plinths with wooden or 

bamboo poles supporting the thatched roofs. The walls are made of reed or split bamboo 

plastered with a mixture of mud and cow-dung. Thus, in total (kutcha and semi-pucca) 90 

percent families of the sample households are living in below poverty line. 
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Housing Condition of Survey Area 
 

 

 

                                                               Fig: 5.2 
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 Distribution of households by housing condition of survey area is given in the Table: 5. 13 

                                                 Table: 5. 13 
                Distribution of the Households by Housing Condition  

Type of Facilities Number of Families Percentage 

Bathroom 1 Pucca 27 11.25 

2 Kutcha 20 8.33 

3 No Bathroom / open 193 80.42 

Source of 

water 

1 Tape (Individual) 6 2.50 

2 Tape (Common) 16 6.67 

3 Well (Individual) 20 8.33 

4 Well (Common) 14 5.83 

5 Tube well (Individual 118 49.17 

6 Tube well (Common) 38 15.83 

7 Surface water                
(pond, river, spring) 

28 11.67 

Latrine 1 Pucca 39 16.25 

2 Kutcha 49 20.42 

3 Open space 152 63.33 

Source of 

lighting 

1 Electricity 92 38.33 

2 Kerosene 148 61.67 

Source of 

cooking 

energy 

1 Fire wood & other (Cow-
dung) 

216 90.00 

2 Kerosene ----- ----- 

3 Gas 24 10.00 

             Source: Field Survey, 2014. 

 In Table: 5.13 the sample population have been distributed in accordance with 

availability of certain facilities. It appears from the table that the housing condition of the 

surveyed population is far from satisfactory as most of the households do not enjoy the basic 

amenities of life, such as pucca bathroom, pucca latrine, pure drinking water, etc. 

 Table: 5. 13 shows that the percentage of households having pucca bathroom is 11.25 

percent. Only 8.33 percent households have kutcha bathroom while 80.42 percent households 



119 
 

don’t have any bathroom facilities. Individual hygiene and methods of sanitation play a key 

role in keeping good health of the people of a community including their children. In the 

sample villages, only 16.25 percent households have pucca latrines and 20.42 percent 

households have kutcha latrines. More than 50 percent i.e. 63.33 percent households do not 

possess latrines and they use the nearby jungles or fields for this purpose. The children use 

any corner of the courtyard to release the stool. 

 Only 9.17 percent households have pipe water facilities of which 2.50 percent 

households have own pipe water facilities and 6.67 percent households have government pipe 

water facilities which is supplied by the Public Health Department of the state.  

 Similarly, 14.16 percent households fetch water for household uses from wells of 

which 8.33 percent households have own wells and 6.67 percent households use common 

wells which are made by six ring-wells supplied by the government. Again, 49.17 percent 

households have their own tube wells while 15.83 percent households use common tube wells 

(supplied by government) which are generally stay in a public place. 11.67 percent of the 

households are still using surface water (pond, river, spring) for household uses and drinking 

purposes. 

 In the surveyed villages, 38.33 percent households have electricity and 61.67 percent 

households use kerosene for lighting. Regarding the type of fuel used for cooking, fire wood 

is the most common type. As many as 90 percent households use fire wood and others mainly 

cow-dung as a source of fuel and only 10 percent households use L.P.G. But it is to be noted 

that among the L. P. G. connection holder families, few of them have received free 

government L.P.G. connection under the Randhanjyoti scheme of the government 

Asset Holding 

 Asset holding position of a family depends upon the economic status of that family. 

Again, the economic status of a family depends upon the income of that family. Larger the 

income of a family, asset will be larger of that family. Therefore, present asset holding 

position of a family depicts the poverty victimization picture of that family. 

 It is generally difficult to give the accurate account of assets of the rural Scheduled 

Castes people because they do not want to give the actual information of their assets like gold, 

silver etc. which we cannot want to see for accuracy. From our experience, it is found that 

majority of the rural Scheduled Castes people tries to conceal their actual assets with the 
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thinking that if they have showed more assets, they will not get benefit from the government 

in future. 

 However, the following table gives an account of some of the assets of sample 

households which are totally counted by believing in their words and some other assets which 

are counted from our query and empirical study. 

 

                                          Table: 5. 14 

                  Status of Assets Holding of Sample Households 

Sl No Name  of Assets Number of Households Percentage 

1 Car  1 0.42 

2 Bike 7 2.92 

3  ColourT.V. 32 13.33 

4 Refrigerator 2 0.83 

5 Bicycle 194 80.83 

6 Fan 60 25.00 

7 Radio 32 13.33 

8 D.V.D / V.C.D. 44 18.33 

9 Home theatre 48 20.00 

10 Watch 152 63.33 

11 Mobile phone 202 84.17 

12 Gold 35 14.58 

13 Gold below 10 gram 24 10.00 

14 Gold above 10 gram 11 4.58 

15 Silver 81 33.75 

16 Silver below 20 gram  37 15.42 

17 Silver above 20 gram  44 18.33 

           Source: Field Survey, 2014 

 In Table: 5. 14 the sample populations have been distributed in accordance with 

availability of their assets holding position. In our surveyed villages, only one household (0.42 

percent) is found who has a Maruti 800 car for private use and only two households (0.83 

percent) have the refrigerators. Only 13.33 percent, 25 percent, 13.33 percent, 18.33 percent, 
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and 20 percent households have colour T.V., fan, radio, D.V.D. / V.C.D. and music system 

respectively. Majority of the households i.e. 80.83 percent and 63.33 percent households have 

the bicycle and watch respectively for domestic uses. It is surprise that while conducting 

survey it was found that 84.17 percent households have mobile phone. They have somehow 

managed a mobile phone. 

 In case of ornaments, 15.58 percent and 33.75 percent of the households have the 

valuable ornaments like gold and silver respectively. But out of 15.58 percent gold ornament 

holders, only 4.58 percent of them have above 10 gram and rest 10 percent households have 

minimum gold ornament below 10 gram. Similarly, 33.75 percent of the households have the 

silver ornament of which 15.42 percent households have below 10 gram and 18.33 percent 

households have above 10 gram. 

 

5. 1. 7.   Summary  

 In this Chapter, we have discussed about the causes and consequences of poverty of 

Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri District of Assam. Poverty is not a thing given by nature. 

It is produced by the human beings in the process of development. The causes of poverty are 

understood differently by different people. According to some people, poverty is considered 

as predetermined. It is fixed by God and it is beyond the control of man. It is understood as a 

punishment by the poor themselves. But according to some other people, there are so many 

reasons which are responsible for poverty. Some of the reasons are man made and these are 

high population growth, illiteracy, faulty education system etc. 

 Besides, there are several other reasons which are responsible for poverty. Among 

them high population growth and faulty education system are considered as some of major 

causes of poverty. High population growth creates many problems such as food shortage, 

housing shortage, inflation, rising unemployment, high rate of illiteracy, etc. It lowers the per 

capita income of the family as well as the standard of living of the people. Similarly, faulty 

educational system which is neither production-oriented nor job-oriented is another major 

cause of poverty. It is simply aggravating unemployment which ultimately creates poverty. 

 Causes and Consequences of poverty of Scheduled Caste people of Dhubri district are 

based on empirical study. This chapter is completely based on field data. Majority of the 

Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district are poverty victim. The causes of poverty victim 
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of the Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri district are close inter-linkages between socio-

cultural and economic factors.  

 We have taken into consideration several socio-economic and demographic factors 

such as education, income, type of family, family size, age of marriage of the wife etc. while 

considering the consequences of poverty of the Scheduled Caste people of Dhubri district. 

From the field survey it is clear that over scenario of education among the sample husbands 

and wives is very pathetic. The Scheduled Castes people of this locality have not yet realized 

the paramount importance of education. 

 Similarly, Income is an important background determinant of economic condition of a 

family. Standard of living, consumption pattern, access to medical treatment as well as family 

planning devices depends on the income level of the family. From the field survey, it is found 

that 15.83 percent of sample households have monthly income of less than Rs.1000 or up to 

Rs. 1000.00. They are very low income group and have no way to earn money. Only 1.25 

percent and 2.50 percent of sample households have monthly income of less than Rs.10000.00 

or up to Rs.10000.00 and Rs.10000.00 and above respectively. They are generally service 

holders, pensioners, established businessmen etc.  

 It is also found that the dominant form of family structure in the sample villages is 

nuclear, i.e. 88.33 percent of the total households belong to nuclear family and only 11.67 

percent of the total households belong to joint family. One reason of greater number of 

nuclear families is the quarrel among the family members mainly among the wives with the 

issue of earning. Another reason of greater number of nuclear families may be due to gradual 

breakup of the joint families. 

 One interesting thing is that while conducting survey it was found that 84.17 percent 

households have mobile phone. They have somehow managed to possess a mobile phone 

whereas most of these families have no basic facilities like drinking water, latrine, electricity 

etc. 

 

 

 

 


