
PREFACE -------------

Most of the people in North Bengal live in 

villages. North Bengal is now seekL."lg, by means of planning, 

a more rounded development of her truly vast basic resources 

and is making attempts to transform her entire rural econc.mic 

structure. 

In the context of the above gr~Yth-oriented ~~~ 
activities, scholars perhaps, should spare no pains to stud;-- ~-t'fv.....Vi/i 

infepth, the various problems rural North Bengal has been 

facing to deliver the goods to the rural people •. The 

knowledge and information of such studies may be linked 

meaningfully and purposefully with the overall growth-strategy 
---------=--· ... -------
for these regions to move the ball in the right court. 

Rural indebtedness is one of the major problems 

of the vast countryside of these regions and rural credit 

co-operative society is one of the important financial 

institutions to play a definite and purposeful role in 

supplying rural credit timely and adequately- to cater to the 

needs of the rural people of these regions so that they may 

get requisite stimuli to go ahead by integra-ting capacity 

·and li~come-generating aspects of their activities to have an 

accelerated rate of growth within the shortest possible time. 
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One perhaps, needs in the above context, 

thorough intensive studies to know where the shoe really 

jPu1ches with these societies in these regions. Such 
~ 

~t studies may reveal many interesting and meaningful 

X~ infor.mation which may be used by the appropriate authority 
' -t 

hanever, been undertaken in the above context. The time 

has come to strike a balance be~veen the energies spent on 

the creation of ne\'l ideas and their dissemination. 

Economic ideas are unproductive, if they do not spread 

beyond the scholar's horizon. 

The present project offers an understanding 

of what these societies have been attempting to achieve in 

these regions, the difficUlties these have already faced 

and the ordeals that lie in store ahead for these societies. 

Some suggestions to improve the situation have also been 

offered, where feasible and let these suggestions either 

speruc or whisper for themselves. It is believed that the 

challenges implied in the project have, however, to be 

faced and met, if the rural economy of North Bengal is 

to grow an enduring reality. 

The present investigator expresses his deep 

sense of gratitude to his teacher and promoter of this 
/ 

thesis -- Dr. s. N •. Bhattacharya, Head of the Department 
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of Hurnani ties, Jalpaiguri Govt. Engineertng College, West Bengal, 

who had suggested the title for this project and till its 

completion, spared no pains to provide with purposefUl guidance, 

help and co-operation. It is more than the usual cliche', however, 

for the present investigator to acknQ1Jrledge that the merits of 

the present project are attributable to him; the errors to the 

present investigator. 

Special thanks are conveyed to the sample farm-families, 

various officials, personnel, etc. who co-operated with the 

present investigator in the completion of his study .. 

I shall fail in my duty, if I do not mention the name 

of Prof. H. Dutta, Prof. A. Pal Chowdhury, my colleagues in the 

College in which I have been teaching for the last fifteen years. 

I am also thankful to my wife Sadhana and my sons 

Cha.ya.n, Prabir and Munna who encouraged and co- operated with me 

at every stage of this work. 

Let me convey my heartfelt thanks to Sri Dulal Nandi, 

who has trucen all the troubles to type the manuscript of the 

present project .. 

Thanks are also due to the authorities of North Bengal· 

University for their encouragement and facilities in the completion 

of the present dissertation. 
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