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CHAPTER LXII 

TWENTY-FIRST YEAR OF THE WAR-OLIGARCHY OF 
FOUR HUNDRED AT ATHENS 

ABOUT a year elapsed between the catastrophe of the ; 
Athenians near Syracuse and the victory which they gained · 
over the Milesians, on landing near Miletus (from September~ 
413 B.c. to September 412 B.c.). Mter the first of those two 1 

events, the complete ruin of Athens had appeared both to her • 
enemies and to herself, impending and irreparable. But so , 
astonishing, so rapid, and so energetic, had been her rally, 1 
that at the time of the second, she was found again carrying 
on a tolerable struggle, though with impaired resources and on 
a purely defensive system, against enemies both bolder and 
more numerous than ever. There is no reason to doubt that 
her foreign affairs might have gone on thus improving, had 
they not been endangered at this critical moment by the 
treason of a fraction of her own citizens-bringing her again 
to the brink of ruin, from which she was only rescued by the C 
incompetence of her enemies. 

That treason took its first rise from the exile Alkibiades. I ; 
have already recounted how this man, alike unprincipled and 
energetic, had thrown himself with his characteristic ardour 1 

into the service of Sparta, and had indicated to her the best""' 
means of aiding Syracuse, of inflicting positive injury upon l 
.\~hens, and lastly, of provoking revolt among the Ionic allies 
'Jf the latter. It was by his boldness and personal connexions ' 
.n Ionia that the revolt of Chios and M1letus had been 1 
determined. 

VOL. VIII. 



2 History of Greece 
In the course of a few months, however, he had greatly loo 

~10 the confidence of the Spartans. The revolt of the Asiati~ 

1
dependencies of Athens had not been accomplished so easily 

.~ .. \jind rapidly as he had predicted: Chalkideus, the Spartan 
~ commander with whom he had acted, was defeated and slair 

l' pear Miletus : the Ephor Endius, by whom he was chiefl: 
~., ,f>totected, retained his office only for one year, and was 

\'· \t succeeded by other Ephors 1 just about the end of September, 
~~ or beginning of October, when the Athenians gained their 

second victory near Miletus, and were on the point of blocking 
up the town; lastly, King Agis, the personal enemy of Alki
biades, still remained to persecute him. Moreover, there was 
in the character of this remarkable man something so essenti
ally selfish, vain, and treacherous, that no one could ever rely 
upon his faithful co-operation. Accordingly, as soon as any 
reverse occurred, that very energy and ability, which seldom 
failed him, made those with whom he acted the more ready 
to expla.in the mischance by supposing that he had betrayed 
them. 

It was thus that, after the defeat of Miietus, King Agis was 
·enabled to discredit Alkibiades as a traitor to Sparta; upon 
which the new Ephors sent out at once an order to thf 
general Astyochus, to put him to death. 2 Alkibiades had nov 
an opportunity of tasting the difference between Spartan and 
Athenian procedure. Though his enemies at Athens werf 
numerous and virulent,-with all the advantage, so unspeak 
.able in political warfare, of being able to raise the cry 0 

irreligion against him ; yet the utmost which they could obtair 
was, that he should be summoned home to take his trial befon 

~
~the Dikastery. At Sparta, without any positive ground o 
, -crimination and without any idea of judicial trial, his enemie~ 

, \Jprocure an order that he shall be put to death. 
~~.._") ~lkibiades however got intimo.tion of the order in time t< 

retire to Tissaphemes. Probably he was forewarned b· 
1 Astyochus himself, not ignorant that so monstrous a dee 
~)lwould greatly alienate the Chians and Milesians, nor foreseeir 
~~he full mischief which his desertion would bring upon Spart< 
}. W,ith that flexibility of character which enabled him at one 
~JI<> master and take up a new position, Alkibiades soon foun• y means to insinuate himself into the confidence of the satrar 

1 See Thucyd. v. 36. 
2 Thucyd. viii. 45· Kal tbr' ahwv a<f>l!wp.lV'f/S ~'JI'LIT'T(A~S 7rpos 'Arr'T6oxc 

~IC fla/Ce3a£p.oVOS lf><T'T' a7rOK.'TELVat (ijv •yap Kal 'Tq7 ~A-yt3t ~X8;os K. a l 6. }\. }\. W 

-l!.,. t IT 'To s ~cpa!vero ), &c. 



Twenty-first Year of the War 3 
He began now to play a game neither Spartan, nor Athenian, 'f.'-;~ 
but Persian and anti-Hellenic: a game of duplicity to whicho.P;'·c. 
Tissaphernes himself was spontaneously disposed, but to which~V';" 
the intervention of a dexterous Grecian negotiator was indis- e!".' 
pensable. It was by no means the interest of the Great Kingt.> ~ 
(Alkibiades urged) to lend such effective aid to either of the'"\.~ 
contending parties as would enable it to crush the other: he~'.'' 
ought neither to bring up the Phenician fleet to the aid of the~\<l'i 
Laced~monians, nor to furnish that abundant pay which \..-.;1 
would procure for them indefinite levies of new Grecian force. ~ ~ 
He ought so to feed and prolong the war, as to make each Y.':~ 
party an instrument of exhaustion and impoverishment against ~ 1 
the other, and thus himself to rise on the ruins of both : first~~· 
to break down the Athenian empire by means of the Pelopon- .;.. l.w-" 
nesians, and afterwards to expel the Peloponnesians themselves lr 
-which might be effected with little trouble if they were 
weakened by a protracted previous struggle.1 

Thus far Alkibiades gave advice, as a Persian counsellor, 
not unsuitable to the policy of the court of Susa. But he 
seldom gave advice without some view to his own profit, 
ambition, or antipathies. Cast off unceremoniously by the 
Laced~monians, he was now driven to seek restoration in his 
6wn country. To accomplish this object, it was necessary not 
only that he should preserve her from being altogether ruined, 
but that he should present himself to the Athenians as one 
who could, if restored, divert the aid of Tissaphernes from 
Laced~mon to Athens. Accordingly, he further suggested to 
the satrap, that while it was essential to his interest not to 
permit land power and maritime power to be united in the 
same hands, whether Laced~monian or Athenian-it would 
nevertheless be found easier to arrange matters with the 
empire and pretensions of Athens, than with those of Lace
d~mon. Athens (he argued) neither sought nor professed any 
other object than the subjection of her own maritime depend
encies, in return for which she would willingly leave all the 
Asiatic Greeks in the hands of the Great King; while Sparta, 
forswearing all idea of empire, and professing ostentatiously to 
aim at the universal enfranchisement of every Grecian city, 
could not with the smallest consistency conspire to deprive 
the Asiatic Greeks of the same privilege. This view appeared 
to be countenanced by the objection which Theramenes and 
many of the Peloponnesian officers had taken to the first 
convention concluded by Chalkideus and Alkibiades with 

1 Thucyd. viii. 45, 46. 
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Tissaphernes; objections afterwards renewed by Lichas even 
against the second modified convention of Theramenes, and 
accompanied with an indignant protest against the idea of 
surrendering to the Great King all the territory which had 
~en ever possessed by his predecessors.1 

·V~All these latter arguments, whereby Alkibiades professed to 
:l.i.~;~ geate in the mind of the satrap a preference for Athens, were 
\'t':O.: Jl:ther futile or founded on false assumptions. For on the one 
tJI f hand, even Lichas never refused to concur in surrendering the 
"'~:Asiatic Greeks to Persia-while on the other hand, the empire 

~
. of Athens, so long as she retained any empire, was pretty sure 

to be more formidable to Persia than any efforts undertaken 
, ~, ~ Sparta under the disinterested pretence of liberating gener
P'~ ally the Grecian cities. Nor did Tissaphernes at all lend 

}P' · ' himself to any such positive impression ; though he felt 
strongly the force of the negative recommendations of Alki
biades-that he should do no more for the Peloponnesians 
than was sufficient to feed the war, without ensuring to them 
either a speedy or a decisive success : or rather, this duplicity 
was so congenial to his Oriental mind, that there was no need 
of Alkibiades to recommend it. The real use of the Athenian 
exile, was to assist the satrap in carrying it into execution ; 
and to provide for him those plausible pretences and justifica
tions, which he was to issue as a substitute for effective 
supplies of men and money. Established along with Tissa
phernes at Magnesia-the same place which had been occupied 
about fifty years before by another Athenian exile, equally• 
unprincipled and yet abler, Themistokles-Alkibiades served 
as interpreter of his views in all his conversations with the 
Greeks, and appeared to be thoroughly in his confidence : an 
appearance of which he took advantage to pass himself off 
falsely upon the Athenians at Samos as having the power of 
turning Persian wealth to the aid of Athens. 

The first payment made by Tissaphernes, immediately after 
the capture of 1asus and of the revolted Amorges, to the( 
Peloponnesia,.. dt Miletus, was at the rate of one drachma per/ 
head. But notice was given that for the future it would be~ 
reduced one half; a reduction for which Alkibiades undertook{ 
to furnish a reason. The Athenians (he urged) gave no morej 
than half a drachma ; not because they could not afford more\ 
but because, from their long experience of nautical affairs 
they had found that higher pay spoiled the discipline of the 

I Thucyd. viii. 46-52. 
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seamen by leading them into excesses and over-indulgence, as 
well as by inducing too ready leave of absence to be granted, 
in confidence that the high pay would bring back the men 
when called for.l As he probably never expected that such 
subterfuges (employed at a moment when Athens was so poor 
that she could not even pay the half drachma per head) would 
carry conviction to any one-so he induced Tissaphernes to 
strengthen their effect by individual bribes to the generals and 
trierarchs ; a mode of argument which was found effectual in 
silencing the complaints of all, with the single exception of the 
Syracusan Hermokrates. In regard to other Grecian cities 
who sent to ask pecuniary aid, and especially Chios, Alki
biades spoke out with less reserve. They had been hitherto 
compelled to contribute to Athens (he said), and now that 
they had shaken off this payment, they must not shrink from 
imposing upon themselves equal or even greater burthens in 
their own defence. Nor was it anything less (he added) than 
sheer impudence in the Chians, the richest people in Greece
if they required a foreign military force for their protection, to 
require at the same time that others should furnish the means 
of paying it.2 At the same time, however, he intimated-by 
way of keeping up hopes for the future-that Tissaphernes 
was at present carrying on the war at his own cost ; but if 
hereafter remittances should arrive from Susa, the full rate of 
pay would be resumed, with the addition of aid to the Grecian 
cities in any other way which could be reasonably asked. To 
this promise was added an assurance that the Phenician fleet 
was now under equipment, and would shortly be brought up 
to their aid, so as to give them a superiority which would 
render assistance hopeless : an assurance not merely deceitful, 
but mischievous, since it was employed to dissuade them from 
all immediate action, and to paralyse their navy during its 
moments of fullest vigour and efficiency. Even the reduced 
rate of pay was furnished so irregularly, and the Peloponnesian 
force kept so starved, that the duplicity of the satrap became 

l Thucyd. viii. 45· Ol o€ Tils vails o. ... oll.el ... wcrtv, 01rOll.t1r6VTES ~s Op.1Jpelav 
TOV 1rpocroqm/1.6p.evov p.tcr86v. 

This passage is both doubtful in the text and difficult in the translation. 
Among the many different explanations given by the commentators, I adopt 
that of Dr. Arnold as the least unsatisfactory, though without any confidence 
that it is right. 

2 Thucyd. viii. 45· Td.s o€ 11"6/I.ELS oeop.lvas XP1JP.J.TwV a?r{J/I.Mev, aOTOS 
O.vTLAl-ywv tnr~p -roV Tuura.cpJpvovs, &s ol p.fv X1ot O.valO'XVVTot e1EJ', 7rAOV(f!.W· 
'!"<!TOt ~VTES TWV 'E/1.71.-hvwv, ~?rii(OUp[if o€ 8p.ws crw~&p.eVOL a~LOVCTL Kal TOtS crc/;p.a.CTL 
Kal TOtS XP~p.acr<v /I.A.A.ous O?r~p -riis lKelv"'v ~ll.euOeplas Ktv5uve6etv. 
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obvious to every one, and was only carried through by his 
bribery to the officers.! 

While Alkibiades, as the confidential agent and interpreter 
of Tissaphernes, was carrying on this anti-Peloponnesian 
policy through the autumn and winter of 4I 2-4r r H. c.-partly 
during the stay of the Peloponnesian fleet at Miletus, partly 
after it had moved to Knidus and Rhodes-he was at the 
same time opening correspondence with the Athenian officers 
a.t Samos. His breach with the Peloponnesians, as well as his 
ostensible position in the service of Tissaphernes, were facts 
well known among the Athenian armament; and his scheme 
was, to procure both restoration and renewed power in his 
native city, by representing himself as competent to bring over 
to her the aid and alliance of Persia, through his ascendency 
over the mind of the satrap. His hostility to the democracy, 
however, was so generally known, that he despaired of accom
plishing his return unless he could connect it with an 
oligarchical revolution; which, moreover, was not less gratify
ing to his sentiment of vengeance for the past, than to his 
ambition for the future. Accordingly he sent over a private 
message to the officers and trierarchs at Samos, several of 
them doubtless his personal friends, desiring to be remembered 
to the "best men" in the armament 2-such was one of the 
standing phrases by wh.ich oligarchical men knew and described 
each other-and intimating his anxious wish to come again as 
a citizen among them, bringing with him Tissaphernes as their 
ally. But he would come only on condition of the formation 
of an oligarchical government ; nor would he ever again set 
foot amidst the odious democracy to whom he owed his 
banishment. 3 

Such was the first originating germ of that temporary calamity, 
which so near brought Athens to absolute ruin, called the 
Oligarchy of Four Hundred: a suggestion from the same exile 
who had already so deeply wounded his country by sending 
Gylippus to Syracuse, and the Laced~monian garrison to 

1 Thucyd. viii. 46. T-f!v 'TE Tpocp1w 1<a1Cws ~11'6pt(e To'is ITeil.o1toVV'I)<Tio<s ~eal 
vaup.axe'iv oviC eta· &!1.!1./t ~eal .,.as <l>otvi<T<Tas vails cpcf.<T~ewv Jl~etv ~eal ~" 11'Ept6v.,.os 
Q;')'CaWLEL'u8at (cp8etpe .,-0, Trpd:yp.a-ra Kal Tf}V &.1Cp.1JV ToiJ VaUTLKOiJ ain·Wv lt.¢e(A.ero, 
')'EVop.~vrw Kal 7rdvv luxupcfv, -rc! TE 6.i\i\a, K«Tacpav,rr-repov ~ {/)(J''re i\o.v8cf.vezv, 
ob 1rpo66p.!J.Js ~VJIE7roA,p.et.. 

2 Thucyd. viii. 47. Tit p.ev ~eal 'Ail.~et$tcl.iiou 11'po<T11'lp.tjJavTos !I. ,).yo us ~s To us 
BvvaTwTdTovs airrWv ('A8rwa(oov) lfvOpas, tb(J'TE }J.V7]0"81}vat1Tepl aV'l'"oiJ ~ s To V s 
{3 eAT l (]'To v s TWv U.v8pdnrwv, O·n br' Olu'Yapxlq. /3o6Aerat, «al aU 'JTUV'T]pla 
<Juii€ O'l)fLOICpa'Tl~ TV eau'TOV ~IC/3ail.ov<Tv, ICa'TEi1.8dJv, &c. ' 

3 Thucyd. viii. 47· 



Twenty-first Year of the War 7· 
Dekeleia. As yet, no man in Samos had thought of a revolu
tion; but the moment that the idea was thus started, the trierarchs 
and wealthy men in the armament caught at it with avidity. To 
subvert the democracy for their own profit, and to be rewarded 
for doing so with the treasures of Persia as a means of carrying 
on the war against the Peloponnesians-was an extent of good 
fortune greater than they could possibly have hoped. Amidst 
the exhaustion of the public treasure at Athens, and the loss of 
tribute from her dependencies, it was now the private pro
prietors, and most of all, the wealthy proprietors-upon whom 
the cost of military operations fell ; from which burthen they 
here saw the prospect of relief, coupled with increased chance 
of victory. Elate with so tempting a promise, a deputation of 
them crossed over from Samos to the mainland to converse 
personally with Alkibiades, who again renewed his assurances 
in person, that he would bring not only Tissaphernes, but the 
Great King himself, into active alliance and co-operation with 
Athens provided they would put down the Athenian democracy, 
which he affirmed that the king could not possibly trust.1 He 
doubtless did not omit to set forth the other side of the alter
native; that if the proposition were refused, Persian aid would 
be thrown heartily into the scale of the Peloponnesians; in 
which case, there was no longer any hope of safety for Athens. 

On the return of the deputation with these fresh assurances, 
the oligarchical men in Samos came together, both in greater 
number and with redoubled ardour, to take their measures for 
subverting the democracy. They even ventured to speak of 
the project openly among the mass of the armament, who 
listened to it with nothing but aversion; but who were silenced 
at least, though not satisfied, by being told that the Persian 
treasury would be thrown open to them on condition, and only 
on condition, that they would relinquish their democracy. 
Such was at this time the indispensable need of foreign money 
for the purposes of the war-such was the certainty of ruin, if 
the Persian treasure went to the aid of the enemy-that the 
most democratical Athenian might well hesitate when the alter
:J.ative was thus laid before him. The oligarchical conspirators, 
however, knew well that they had the feeling of the armament 
altogether against them-that the best which they could expect 
from it was a reluctant acquiescence -and that they must accom
plish the revolution by their own hands and management. 
They formed themselves into a political confederacy (or 
Hetreria) for the purpose of discussing the best measures 

1 Thucyd. viii. 48. 
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towards their end. It was resolved to send a deputation to 
Athens, with Peisander 1 at the head, to make known the new 
prospects and to put the standing oligarchical clubs (Hetoeries) 
into active co-operation for the purpose of violently breaking 
up the democracy ; and further, to establish oligarchical govern
ments in all the remaining dependencies of Athens. They 
imagined that these dependencies would be thus induced to 
remain faithful to her, perhaps even that some of those which 
had already revolted might come back to their allegiance
when once she should be relieved from her democracy and 
placed under the rule of her "best and most virtuous citizens." 

Hitherto, the bargain tendered for acceptance had been
subversion of the Athenian democracy and restoration of 
Alkibiades, on one hand-against hearty co-operation, and a free 
supply of gold, from Persia, on the other. But what security 
was there that such bargain would be realised-or that when 
the first part should have been brought to pass, the second would 
follow? There was absolutely no security except the word of 
Alkibiades : very little to be trusted, even when promising 
what was in his own power to perform, as we may recollect 
from his memorable dealing with the Lacedoemonian envoys 
at Athens-and on the present occasion, vouching for some
thing in itself extravagant and preposterous. For what reason
able motive could be imagined to make the Great King shape 
his foreign policy accc,rding to the interests of Alkibiades-or 
to inspire him with such lively interest in the substitution of 
oligarchy for democracy at Athens? This was a question which 
the oligarchical conspirators at Samos not only never troubled 
themselves to raise, but which they had every motive to 
suppress. The suggestion of Alkibiades coincided fully with 

1 It is asserted in an Oration of Lysias (Orat. xxv . .6.-f)p.ou Kcm:~A.tluews 
'A1roA.o')!la, c. 3, p. 766 Reisk.) that Phrynichus and Peisander em barked in 
this oligarchical conspiracy for the purpose of getting clear of previous 
crimes committed under the democracy. But there is nothing to counten
ance such an assertion, and the narrative of Thucydid~s gives quite a different 
colour to their behaviour. 

Peisander was now serving with the armament at Samos ; moreover his 
for:wardness and energy (presently to be described) in taking the formidable 
initiative of putting down the Athenian democracy, is to me quite sufficient 
evidence that the taunts of the comic writers against his cowardice are 
unfounded. Xenophon in the Symposion repeats this taunt (ii. 14), which 
also appears in Aristophanes, Eupolis, Plato Comicus, and others : see the 
passages collected in Meineke, Histor. Critic. Comicor. Gr~corum, vol. i. 
p. 178, &c. 

Modern writers on Grecian history often repeat such bitter jests as if they 
were so much genuine and trustworthy evidence against the person libelled. 
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their political interest and ambition. Their object was to put 
down the democracy, and get possession of the government for 
themselves-a purpose, towards which the promise of Persian 
gold, if they could get it accredited, was inestimable as a 
stepping-stone, whether it afterwards turned out to be a delusion 
or not. The probability is, that having a strong interest in 
believing it themselves, and a still stronger interest in making 
others believe it, they talked each other into a sincere per
suasion. Without adverting to this fact, we should be at a loss 
to understand how the word of such a man as Alkibiades, on 
such a matter, could be so implicitly accepted as to set in 
motion a whole train of novel and momentous events. 

There was one man, and one man alone so far as we know, 
who ventured openly to call it in question. This was Phry
nichus, one of the generals of the fleet, who had recently given 
valuable counsel after the victory of Miletus; a clear-sighted 
and sagacious man, but personally hostile to Alkibiades, and 
thoroughly seeing through his character and projects. Though 
Phrynichus was afterwards one of the chief organisers of the 
oligarchical movement, when it became detached from and 
hostile to Alkibiades-yet under the actual circumstances he 
discountenanced it altogether.1 Alkibiades (he said) had no 
attachment to oligarchical government rather than to demo
cratical ; nor could he be relied on fon-· standing by it after it 
should have been set up. His only purpose was, to make use 
of the oligarchical conspiracy now forming, for his own restora
tion ; which, if brought to pass, could not fail to introduce 
political discord into the camp-the greatest misfortune that 
could at present happen. As to the Persian king, it was 
unreasonable to expect that he would put himself out of his 
way to aid the Athenians, his old enemies, in whom he had no 
confidence-while he had the Peloponnesians present as allies, 
with a good naval force and powerful cities in his own territory, 
from whom he had never experienced either insult or annoy
ance. Moreover the dependencies of Athens-upon whom it 
was now proposed to confer, simultaneously with Athens her
self, the blessing of oligarchical government-would receive 
that boon with indifference. Those who had already revolted, 
would not come back; those who yet remained faithful, would 

1 Phrynichus is affirmed in an Oration of Lysias to have been originally 
poor, keeping sheep in the country part of Attica; then to have resided in 
the city, and practised what was called sycophancy, or false and vexatious 
accusation before the Dikastery and the public assembly (Lysias, Orat. xx. 
pro Polystrato, c. 3, p. 674 Reisk.). 



IO History of Greece 
not be the more inclined to remain so longer. Their object 
would be to obtain autonomy, either under oligarchy or demo
cracy, as the case might be. Assuredly they would not expect 
better treatment from an oligarchical government at Athens, than 
from a democratical; for they knew that those self-styled "good 
and virtuous'' men, who would form the oligarchy, were, as 
ministers of democracy, the chief advisers and instigators of the 
people to iniquitous deeds; most commonly for nothing but 
their own individual profit. From an Athenian oligarchy, the 
citizens of these dependencies had nothing to expect but violent 
executions without any judicial trial; but under the democracy, 
they could obtain shelter and the means of appeal, while their 
persecutors were liable to restraint and chastisement, from the 
people and the popular Dikasteries. Such (Phrynichus affirmed 
<>n his own personal knowledge) was the genuine feeling among 
the dependencies of Athens.! Having thus shown the calcu
lations of the conspirators-as to Alkibiades, as to Persia, and as 
to the allied dependencies-to be all illusory, Phrynichus con
ducted by entering his decided protest against adopting the 
propositions of Alkibiades. 

But in this protest (borne out afterwards by the result) he 
stood nearly alone. The tide of opinion, among the oligarchical 
·conspirators, ran so furiously the other way, that it was resolved 
to despatch Peisander and others immediately to Athens to 
consummate the oligarchical revolution as well as the recall of 
Alkibiades ; and at the same time to propose to the people 
their new intended ally Tissaphernes. 

Phrynichus knew well what would be the consequence to him
self-if this consummation were brought about, as he foresaw 
that it probably would be-from the vengeance of his enemy 

1 Thucyd. viii. 48. Tcfr -r< ~Uf.Lf.La.xlous '11"0li.E<s, a.Tr vtr<<TXil<T8a.< llh <T<j>as 
·OA!"fa.pxla.v, lfn oh ICa.l a~-rol OV 07Jf.L01Cpa.-r~<TOV'TO.<, EO elo.!va.t d<j>7J 11-rt o~o/;v 
f.Lil'A.A.ov <T<j>l<T<V oti8' a.l lx.<j><<TT7J1Cu'ia.< '11"po<Txwp{J<Tov-ra.<, oli8' a.l v.,.&pxou<Ta.< 
{3e{3a.tO'TEpa.< if<ToV'TO.!' OV -y?t,p {3ou'A.~<TE<T8a.t O.V'TOVs f.LE'T' o'A.!')IO.pX{a.s ~ 07Jf.LO!<pa.-r{us 
oou'A.<OE<V f.L'ii'A.A.ov ~ f.L<8' d71"n-repou '&.v -roxw<T< -roo-rwv lA.eu8epous elva.<. Toos 
·T e K a A o V s K lt '}'a 8 o V s 0 V o fJ. a ( o p. 'V o v s olnc €AJ.(J'(J'CtJ alrro0s Vo!-l((EtV 
..r<j>l<T< '11"pd')lf.LO.Ta. '11"a.pe~E<V -roii li ~ f.L o u, 71" o p < rT or?!. s If v or a. s 1< a.l l rT 7J ')I 7J or?!. r 
·"7" W V K q 1C (;; Jl T ri S 1J }1- tp, € ~ (.S 11 T Q. 7r A E [ W a f, 'T' 0 {, S W cf> E A E i' (]' 8 a t• 

Kal TO p.Ev br' €Kelvots e1vat, Ka1 lftcpt.TOl av Kal /3tau5-repov &:rroOv-l,uK.ElJI, T&v TE 

·0 ij f.L 0 v rT </>., v 'T € /(a. 'T a.<j> u "Y h v € l v a.' "a.l tiC d v"' v .,. "'</> p 0 v' rT 'T ~ v. 
Kal TaiiTa 1r a p' a V 7 W v T W v t p '}' w v ~ 1r t uTa f-L ~vas Tils 1r&i\ets aacpWs 

-airrOs elOlvat, 8-n oUTw vap.l(ouut. 
In taking the comparison between oligarchy and democracy in Greece, 

there is hardly any evidence more important than this passage : a testimony 
to the comparative merit of democracy, pronounced by an oligarchical 

-conspirator, and sanctioned by an historian himself unfriendly to the 
-democracy. 
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Alkibiades against his recent opposition. Satisfied that the 
latter would destroy him, he took measures for destroying 
Alkibiades beforehand, even by a treasonable communication 
to the Lacedremonian admiral Astyochus at Miletus; to whom 
he sent a secret account of the intrigues which the Athenian 
exile was carrying on at Samos to the prejudice of the Pelopon
nesians, prefaced with an awkward apology for this sacrifice of 
the interests of his country to the necessity of protecting him
self against a personal enemy. But Phrynichus was imperfectly 
informed of the real character of the Spartan commander, or of 
his relations with Tissaphernes and Alkibiades. Not merely 
was the latter now at Magnesia, under the protection of the 
satrap, and out of the power of the Lacedremonians-but 
Astyochus, a traitor to his duty through the gold of Tissa
phernes, went up thither to show the letter of Phrynichus to 
the very person whom it was intended to expose. Alkibiades 
forthwith sent intelligence to the generals and officers at Samos 
of the step taken by Phrynichus, and pressed them to put him 
to death. 

The life of Phrynichus now hung by a thread, and was 
probably preserved only by that respect for judicial formalities 
so deeply rooted in the Athenian character. In the extremity 
of danger, he resorted to a still more subtle artifice to save him
self. He despatched a second letter to Astyochus, complaining 
of the violation of confidence in regard to the former, but at 
the same time intimating that he was now willing to betray to 
the Lacedremonians the camp and armament at Samos. He 
invited Astyochus to come and attack the place, which was as 
yet unfortified-explaining minutely in what manner the attack 
could be best conducted; and he concluded by saying that 
this, as well as every other means of defence, must be pardoned 
to one whose life was in danger from a personal enemy. Fore
seeing that Astyochus would betray this letter as he had be
trayed the former, Phrynichus waited a proper time, and then 
revealed to the camp the intention of the enemy to make an 
attack, as if it had reached him by private information. He 
insisted on the necessity of immediate precautions, and himself 
as general superintended the work of fortification, which was 
soon completed. Presently arrived a letter from Alkibiades, 
communicating to the army that Phrynichus had betrayed them, 
and that the Peloponnesians were on the point of making an 
attack. But this letter, arriving after the precautions taken by 
order of Phrynichus himself had been already completed, was 
construed into a mere trick on the part of Alkibiades himself, 
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through his acquaintance with the intentions of the Pelopon
nesians, to raise a charge of treasonable correspondence against 
his personal enemy. The impression thus made by his second 
letter effaced the taint which had been left upon Phrynichus by 
the first, insomuch that the latter stood exculpated on both 
charges.l 

But Phrynichus, though thus successful in extricating him
self, failed thoroughly in his manceuvre against the influence 
and life of Alkibiades; in whose favour the oligarchical move
ment not only went on, but was transferred from Samos to 
Athens. On arriving at the latter place, Peisander and his 
companions laid before the public assembly the projects which 
had been conceived by the oligarchs at Samos. The people 
were invited to restore Alkibiades and renounce their democrati
cal constitution; in return for which, they were assured of 
obtaining the Persian king as an ally, and of overcoming the 
Peloponnesians.2 Violent was the storm which these proposi
tions raised in the public assembly. Many speakers rose in 
animated defence of the democracy; few, if any, distinctly 
against it. The opponents of Alkibiades indignantly denounced 
the mischief of restoring him, in violation of the laws, and 
in reversal of a judicial sentence ; while the Eumolpidre and 
Kerykes, the sacred families connected with the Eleusinian 
mysteries which Alkibiades had profaned, entered their solemn 
protest on religious grounds to the same effect. Against all 
these vehement opponents, whose impassioned invectives 
obtained the full sympathy of the assembly, Peisander had but 
one simple reply. He called them forward successively by 
name, and put to each the question-" What hope have you of 
salvation for the city, when the Peloponnesians have a naval 
force against us fully equal to ours, together with a greater 
number of allied cities-and when the king as well as 
Tissaphernes are supplying them with money, while we have 
no money left? What hope have you of salvation, unless we 

1 Thucyd. viii. 50, 5!. 
2 In the speech mac:e by Theramen~s (the Athenian) during the oligarchy 

of Thirty, seven years afterwards, it is affirmed that the Athenian people 
voted the adoption of the oligarchy of Four Hundred, from being told that 
the Laced,zmouians would never trust a democracy (Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 
45)-

This is thoroughly incorrect- a specimen of the loose assertion of 
speakers in regard to facts even not very long past. At the moment when 
Theramenes said this, the question, what political constitution at Athens the 
Lacedremonians would please to tolerate, was all-important to the Athe
nians. Theramenes transfers the feelings of the present to the incidents of 
the past. 
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can persuade the king to come over to our side? " The answer 
was a melancholy negative-or perhaps not less melancholy 
silence. "Well then (rejoined Peisander)-that object cannot 
possibly be attained, unless we conduct our political affairs for 
the future in a more moderate way, and put the powers of 
government more into the hands of a few-and unless we recall 
Alkibiades, the only man now living who is competent to do the 
business. Under present circumstances, we surely shall not 
lay greater stress upon our political constitution than upon 
the salvation of the city; the rather as what we now enact may 
be hereafter modified, if it be found not to answer." 

Against the proposed oligarchical change the repugnance of 
the assembly was alike angry and unanimous. But they were 
silenced by the imperious necessity of the case, as the 
armament at Samos had been before; and admitting the 
alternative laid down by Peisander (as I have observed already), 
the most democratical citizen might be embarrassed as to his 
vote. Whether any speaker, like Phrynichus at Samos, 
arraigned the fallacy of the alternative, and called upon 
Peisander for some guarantee, better than mere asseveration, of 
the benefits to come-we are not informed. But the general 
vote of the assembly, reluctant and only passed in the hope of 
future change, sanctioned his recommendation.! He and ten 
other envoys, invested with full powers of negotiating with 
Alkibiades and Tissaphernes, were despatched to Ionia immedi
ately. Peisander at the same time obtained from the assembly 
a vote deposing Phrynichus from his command ; under the 
accusation of having traitorously caused the loss of Iasus and 
the capture of Amorges, after the battle of Miletus-but from 
the real certainty that he would prove an insuperable bar to all 
negotiations with Alkibiades. Phrynichus, with his colleague 
Skironides, being thus displaced, Leon and Diomedon were 
sent to Samos as commanders in their stead ; an appointment, 
of which, as will be presently seen, Peisander was far from 
anticipating the consequences. 

1 Thucyd. viii. 54· •o lie lif,p.os ,.~ p.ev 7rpwTov l1.1wvwv xa;>..e'll'ws ~cpepe ,.~ 
7repl Tf,s o;\t')'apxlas· uacpws lie OtOa<J'I<Op.EVOS {nr~ 'TOV lletu&vopov p.ij e1vat /f;>..;\1))1 
<1'WT1)plav, lie l u as 1< a l If }J. a ~ ;>.. 'll'l ( w v & s 1< a l p. e T a {3 a ;>.. e i: T a t, 
ivlo (J) /l E. 

"Atheniensibus, imminente periculo belli, major salutis quam dignitatis 
cura fuit. Itaque, permittente populo, imperium ad Senatum transfertur" 
Gustin, v. 3). 

Justin is correct, so far as this vote goes : but he takes no notice of the 
change of matters afterwards, when the establishment of the Four Hundred 
was consummated withmt the promised benefit of Persian alliance, and by 
simple terrorism. 
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Before his departure for Asia, he took a step yet more impor

tant. He was well aware that the recent vote-a result of fear 
inspired by the war, representing a sentiment utterly at variance 
with that of the assembly, and only procured as the price of 
Persian aid against a foreign enemy-would never pass into a 
reality by the spontaneous act of the people themselves. It 
was indeed indispensable as a first step ; partly as an authority 
to himself, partly also as a confession of the temporary weak
ness of the democracy, and as a sanction and encouragemt::nt 
for the oligarchical forces to show themselves. But the second 
step yet remained to be performed ; that of calling these forces 
into energetic action-organising an amount of violence 
sufficient to extort from the people actual submission in 
addition to verbal acquiescence-and thus as it were tying 
down the patient while the process of emasculation was being 
consummated. Peisander visited all the various political clubs, 
conspiracies, or Hetreries, which were habitual and notorious 
at Athens ; associations, bound together by oath, among the 
wealthy citizens, partly for purposes of amusement, but chiefly 
pledging the members to stand by each other in objects of 
political ambition, in judicial trials, in accusation or defence of 
official men after the period of office had expired, in carrying 
points through the public assembly, &c. Among these clubs 
were distributed most of "the best citizens, the good and 
honourable men, the elegant men, the men of note, the temper
ate, the honest and moderate men," 1 &c., to employ that com
plimentary phraseology by which wealthy and anti-popular 
politicians have chosen to designate· each other, in ancient as 
well as in modern times. And though there were doubtless 
individuals among them who deserved these appellations in 
their best sense, yet the general character of the clubs was not 
the less exclusive and oligarchical. In the details of political 
life, they had different partialities as well as different antipathies, 
and were oftener in opposition than in co-operation with each 
other. But they furnished, when taken together, a formidable 
anti-popular force; generally either in abeyance, or dissemin
ated in the accomplishment of smaller political measures and 
separate personal successes-but capable, at a special crisis, of 
being evoked, organised, and put in conjoint attack, for the 
subversion of the democracy. Such was the important move-

.• ; meht•now initiated by Peisander. He visited separately each 
'' · of these clubs, put them into communication with each other, 

1 OL {3lA'Tt(]'TOt, ol Kal\.oK&:ya8ol, ol xap!EVTES, ol -yvr./;ptp.OL, ol qcf)(ppovEs, &c. : 
\" .,~e.P'l:rti honnl!te et modere, &c. . . 
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and exhorted them all to joint aggressive action against their 
common enemy the democracy, at a moment when it was 
already intimidated and might be finally overthrown.1 

1 About these ~uvwp.orTlru e,.l al~ecus ~eal cl.pxa<s-political and judicial 
associations-see above in this History, vol. v. ch. xxxvii., vol. vi. ch. 
li. ; see also Hermann BUttner, Geschichte der politischen Hetrerieen zu 
Athen, pp. 75, 79, Leipsic, 1840. 

There seem to have been similar political clubs or associations at Carthage, 
exercising much influence, and holding perpetual banquets as a means of 
latgess to the poor-Aristotel. Polit. ii. 8, 2; Livy, xxxiii. 46; xxxiv. 6r : 
compare Kluge, ad Aristotel. de Polit. Carthag. p. 46-127, Wratisl. r824. 

The like political associations were both of long duration among the 
nobility of Rome, and of much influence for political objects as well as 
judicial success-" coitiones (compare Cicero pro Cluentio, c. 54, s. 148) 
honorum adipiscendorum causa factre-factiones-sodalitates." The incident 
described in Livy (ix. 26) is remarkable. The Senate, suspecting the char
acter and proceedings of these clubs, appointed the Dictator Mrenius (in 
312 B.c.) as commissioner with full power to investigate and deal with them. 
But such was the power of the clubs, in a case where they had a common 
interest and acted in co-operation (as was equally the fact under Peisander at 
Athens), that they completely frustrated the inquiry, and went on as before. 
" N ec diutius, ut jit, quam dum recens erat, qu,zstio fer clara nomina reqrum 
viguit: inde labi ccepit ad viliora capita, donee coitionibus factionibusque, 
adversus quas comparata erat, oppressa est." (Livy, ix. 26.) Compare 
Dio. Cass. xxxvii. 57, about the e-racpc~e&. of the Triumvirs at Rome. Quin
tus Cicero (de Petition. Consulat. c. 5) says to his brother the orator
" Quod si satis grati homines essent, hrec omnia (i.e. all the subsidia 
necessary for success in his coming election) tihi parata esse debebam, sicut 
parata esse confido. Nam hoc biennio quatuor sodalitatescivium ad ambi
tionem gratiosissirnorum tibi obligasti . . . . • Horum in causis ad te 
deferundis quz"dnam eorum sodales tibi receperint et confirmarint, scio ; nam 
interfui." 

See Th. Mornmsen, De Collegiis et Sodaliciis Romanorum, Kiel 1843, 
ch. iii. sect. 5, 6, 7; also the Dissertation of Wunder, inserted in the 
Onomasticon Tullianum of Orelli and Baiter, in the last volume of their 
edition of Cicero, p. 200-210, ad Ind. Legum; Lex L£cinia de 
Sodalitiis. 

As an example of these clubs or conspiracies for mutual support in 
~vvw!"ou{aL brl aC!<acs (not including U.pxa<s, so far as we can make out), we 
may cite the association called ol El~eaa•<s made known to us by an Inscrip-
tion recently discovered in Attica, and published first in Dr. Wordsworth's 
Athens and :Attica, p. 223 ; next in Ross, Die Demen von Attica, Preface, 
p. v. These El~eaa•<s are an association, the members of which are bound 
to each other by a common oath, as well as by a curse which the mythical 
hero of the association, Eikadeus, is supposed to have imprecated (evav-rlov 
Tji cl.p~ ~v El~ea.aevs E1r1)prl.rTaTo)-they possess common property, and it was 
held contrary to the oath for any of the members to enter into a pecuniary 
process against the ~eocv&v : compare analogous obligations among the Roman 
Sodales, Mommsen, p. 4· Some members had violated their ob]jg~i'to 
upon this point: Polyxenus had attacked them at law forfalse wi~T: an(l ~~It 
the general body of the Eikadeis pass a vote of thanks to him ~so doing, , 
choosing three of their members to assist him in the cause bef~ the Dikas-
tery (ol-rwEs rTvVa.'}'wvcovv-rac -rrj) E7rErTIC7JfJ-P.,V'fl -rol's p.&.p-rvuc) ~om~~Y. 
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Having taken other necessary measures towards the same 

purpose, Peisander left Athens with his colleagues to enter 
upon his negotiation with Tissaphemes. But the co-operation 
and aggressive movement of the clubs which he had originated, 
was prosecuted with increased ardour during his absence, and 
even fell into hands more organising and effective than his own. 
The rhetorical teacher, Antiphon, of the deme Rhamnus, took 
it in hand especially, acquired the confidence of the clubs, and 
drew the plan of campaign against the democracy. He was a man 
estimable in private life and not open to pecuniary corruption : 
in other respects, of pre-eminent ability, in contrivance, judge
ment, speech, and action. The profession to which he belonged, 
generally unpopular among the democracy, excluded him from 
taking rank as a speaker, either in the public assembly or the 
Dikastery : for a rhetorical teacher, contending in either of 
them against a private speaker (to repeat a remark already 
once made), was considered to stand at the same unfair advan
tage, as a fencing-master fighting a duel with a gentleman would 
be held to stand in modem times. Himself thus debarred 
from the showy celebrity of Athenian political life, Antiphon 
became only the more consummate, as a master of advice, cal
culation, scheming, and rhetorical composition,1 to assist the 
hatplat alluded to in Demosthenes (cont. Theokrin. c. II, p. 1335) as 
assisting Theokrines before the Dikastery and intimidating the witnesses. 

The Guilds in the European cities during the middle ages, usually sworn 
to by every member and called Conjurationes Amicitia!, bear in many respects 
a resemblance to these ~vvwp.oo-lat ; though the judicial proceedings in the 
medireval cities, being so much less popular than at Athens, narrowed their 
range of interference in this direction : their political importance however 
was quite equal. (See Wilda, Das Gilden \Vesen des Mittelalters, Abschn. 
ii. p. 167, &c. ·l 

" Omnes autem ad Amicitiam pertinentes villre per fidem et sacramentum 
firmaverunt, quod unus subveniat alteri tanquam fratri suo in utili et 
honesto" (ib. · p. 148). 

1 The person described by Krito in the Euthydemus of Plato (c. 31, p. 
305 C.) as having censured Sokrates for conversing with Euthydemus and 
Dionysod6rus, is presented exactly like Antiphon in Thucydides-l\l(tO"'Ta vh 
T0v ala p1rrCJJp· oVOE olp.at 7rc67roTe aVrrOv ~7rl 0LI€a.O'T.f,ptov lt.vaf3e/3TJK,Vcu· &A.A.' 
i1ra'l'e<v aii'T&v <f>ao-t 1repl Tou 1rpd-yp.a'Tos, vh 'TOV Ala, "'al lietvov eivat Kallietvovs 
)!.tJ-yovs ~VV'Tt8Evat. 

Heindorf thinks that Isokrates is here meant : Groen van Prinsterer talks 
of Lysias; Winkelmann, of Thrasymachus. The description would fit 
Antiphon as well as either of these three : though Stallbaum may perhaps 
be right in supposing no particular individual to have been in the mind of 
Plato. 

Ol <Tvv8tt.:e!v l7rtO"Tdp.evot, whom Xenophon specifies as being so eminently 
userul to a person engaged in a law-suit, are probably the persons who knew 
how to address the Dikastery effectively in support of his case (Xenoph. 
Memorab. i. 2 1 51). 
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celebrity of others ; insomuc~ that his silent assistance in 
political and judicial debates, a.s a sort of chamber-counsel, was 
highly appreciated and largely paid. Now such were precisely 
the talents required for the present occasion; while An~iphon, 
who hated the democracy for having hitherto kept' him in the 
shade, gladly bent his full talents towards its subversion. 

Thus efficient was the man to whom Peisander in departing 
chiefly confided the task of organising the anti-popular clubs, 
for the consummation of the revolution already in immediate 
prospect. His chief auxiliary was Theramenes, another Athenian, 
now first named, of eminent ability and cunning. His father 
(either natural or by adoption), Agnon, was one of the 
Probfili, and had formerly been founder of Amphipolis. Even 
Phrynichus-whose sagacity we have already had occasion to 
appreciate, and who from hatred towards Alkibiades had pro
nounced himself decidedly against the oligarchical movement 
at Samos-became zealous in forwarding the movement at 
Athens, after his dismissal from the command. He brought to 
the side of Antiphon and Theramenes a contriving head not 
inferior to theirs, coupled with daring and audacity even 
superior. Under such skilful leaders, the anti-popular force of 
Athens was organised with a deep skill, and directed with a 
dexterous wickedness, never before witnessed in Greece. 

At the time when Peisander and the other envoys reached 
Ionia (seemingly about the end of January or beginning of 
February 41 I B.C.), the Peloponnesian fleet had already quitted 
Miletus and gone to Knidus and Rhodes, on which latter 
island Leon and Diomedon made some hasty descents, from the 
neighbouring island of Chalke. At the same time, the Athenian 
armament at Chios was making progress in the siege of that place 
and the· construction of the ne;.ghbouring fort at Delphinium. 
Pedaritus, the Lacedremonian governor of the island, had sent 
pressing messages to solicit aid from the Peloponnesians at 
Rhodes, but no aid arrived ; and he therefore resolved to 
attempt a general sally and attack upon the Athenians, with 
his whole force foreign as well as Chian. Though at first he 
obtained some success, the batfe ended in his complete defeat 
and death, with great slaughter bf the Chian troops, and with 
the loss of many whose shields were captured in the pursuit.! 
The Chians, now reduced to greater straits than before, and 
beginning to suffer severely from famine, were only enabled to · 
hold out by a partial reinforcement soon afterwards obtained 

1 Thucyd. >iii. 55, 56. 



.I~ History of Greece 
from the Peloponnesian guard-ships at Miletus. A Spartan 
named Leon, who had come out in the vessel of Antisthenes 
as one of the Epibat:.e or Marines, conducted this reinforcing 
squadron of 12 triremes (chiefly Thurian and Syracusan), suc
ceeding Pedaritus in the general command of the island. I 

It was while Chios seemed thus likely to be recovered by 
Athens-and while the superior Peloponnesian fleet was 
paralysed at Rhodes by Persian intrigues and bribes-that 
Peisander arrived in Ionia to open his negotiations with Alki
biades and Tissaphernes. He was enabled to announce that 
the subversion of the democracy at Athens was already begun 
and would soon be consummated : and he now required the 
price which had been promised in exchange-Persian alliance 
and aid to Athens against the Peloponnesians. But Alkibiades 
knew well that he had promised what he had not the least 
chance of being able to perform. The satrap had appeared to 
follow his advice-or had rather followed his own inclination, 
employing Alkibiades as an instrument and auxiliary-in the 
endeavour to wear out both parties, and to keep them nearly on 
an equality until each should ruin the other. But he was no 
way disposed to identify himself with the cause of Athens, nor 
to break decidedly with the Peloponnesians-especially at a 
moment when their fleet was both the greater of the two, and in 
occupation of an island close to his own satrapy. Accordingly 
Alkibiades, when summoned by the Athenian envoys to perform 
his engagement, found himself in a dilemma from which he 
could only escape by one of his characteristic manceuvres. 

1 Thucyd. viii. 61. l-rvxov 8t ln iv 'P68q> ~v-ros 'Arr-rv&xov i« -rijs Mtl\1)
-rov A'ov-rcf. -re, ll.v8pa l11"ap-rtcf.-r7]V, f>s 'A v T t <1' 8 'v E t l7r t {3 cf. T 7J s ~uv,7rl\et, 
TOVTOV {(E{(OP,t<I'p.,vot fl.ETCt 'TlJV ne8ap(-rov 8cf.va'J"OV ll.pxov-ra, &c. 

I do not see why the word i7rt{3cf..,-7}s should not be construed here, as 
elsewhere, in its ordinary sense of mz"les c!assiarius. The commentators 
(see the notes of Dr. Arnold, Poppo, and Goller) start difficulties which 
seem to me of little importance; and they imagine divers new meanings, for 
none of which any authority is produced. We ought not to wonder that a 
common miles c/assiarius or marine (being a Spartan citizen) should be 
appointed commander at Chios, when (a few chapters afterwards) we find 
Thrasybulus at Samos promoted, from being a common hoplite in the ranks, 
to be one of the Athenian generals (viii. 73). 

The like remark may be made on the passage cited from Xenophon 
(Hellenic. i. 3, 17), about Hegesandridas-i7rt{3cf.-r7JS !tv Mwlicf.pou, where 
also the commentators reject the common meaning (see Schneider's note in 

•the Addenda to his edition of 1791, p. 97). The participle !tv in that passage 
must be considered as an inaccurate substitute for 'Y•'Y•v7Jp.lvos, since Min
darns was dead at the time. Hegesandridas had bem among the epibatae 
of Mindarus, and was now in command of a squadron on the coast of 
Thrace. 
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Receiving the envoys himself in conjunction with Tissa

phernes, and speaking on behalf of the latter, he pushed his 
demands to an extent which he knew that the Athenians would 
never concede ; in order that the rupture might seem to be on 
their side, and not on his. First, he required the whole of 
Ionia to be conceded to the Great King; next, all the neigh
bouring islands, with some other items besides.1 Large as 
these requisitions were, comprehending the cession of Lesbos 
and Samos as well as Chios, and replacing the Persian monarchy 
in the condition in which it had stood in 496 B.C. before the 
Ionic revolt-Peisander and his colleagues granted them all: 
so that Alkibiades was on the point of seeing his deception 
exposed and frustrated. At last he bethought himself of a fresh 
demand, which touched Athenian pride as well as Athenian 
safety, in the tenderest place. He required that the Persian 
king should be held free to build ships of war in unlimited 
number, and to keep them sailing along the coast as he might 
think fit, through all these new portions of territory. After 
the immense concessions already made, the envoys not only 
rejected this fresh demand at once, but resented it as an 
insult which exposed the real drift and purpose of Alkibiades. 
Not merely did it cancel the boasted treaty (called the peace 
of Kallias) concluded about forty years before between Athens 
and Persia, and limiting the' Persian ships of war to the sea east
ward of Phaselis-but it extinguished the maritime empire of 
Athens, and compromised the security of all the coasts and 
islands of the LEgean. To see Lesbos, Chios, and Samos, &c. 
in possession of Persia, was sufficiently painful; but if there 
came to be powerful Persian fleets on these islands, it would be 
the certain precursor and means of further conquests to the 
westward, and would revive the aggressive dispositions of the 
Great King as they had stood at the beginning of the reign of 
Xerxes. Peisander and his comrades, abruptly breaking off 
the debate, returned to S.omos ;-indignant at the discovery, 
which they now made for the first time, that Alkibiades had 
juggled them from the outset, and was imposing conditions 
which he knew to be inadmissible.2 They still appear however 

1 Thucyd. viii. 56. 'Iwvlav n ')'d.p ?racrav i)~iouv oloocr8a<, ttal ailOts vi)crous 
'TE ~:rrtiCELf.dvas K a l a A A a' ois oliK Jvawrtovp.Evwv T~P ) A87JVa[C~Jv, &c. 

What these etcetera comprehended, we cannot divine. The demand was 
certainly ample enough without them. 

2 Thucyd. viii. s6. vai!s i)giou ·~v /3acrtl\.ea. ?rocelcrOa.t, J<al wa.pa7rA€lV T~V 
~ au -r o iJ -y1jv, 311'7) t.v ttal 3cra<s 11." /3oVl\.7JTCI.t, 

In my judgement ~a.u-roi! is decidedly the proper reading here, not ~au-rO!v. 
I agree in this respect with Dr. Arnold, Bekker, and Goller. 
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to have thought that Alkibiades acted thus, not because he 
could not, but because he would not, bring about the alliance 
under discussion.1 They suspected him of playing false with 
the oligarchical movement which he had himself instigated, 
and ef projecting the accomplishment of his own restoration, 
coupled with the alliance of Tissaphernes, into the bosom of 
the democracy which he had begun by denouncing. Such was 
the light in which they presented his conduct; venting their 
disappointment in invectives against his duplicity, and in 
asseverations that he was, after all, unsuitable for a place in 
oligarchical society. Such declarations, when circulated at 
Samos, to account for their unexpected failure in realising the 
hopes which they had raised, created among the armament 
an impression that Alkibiades was really favourable to the 
democracy ; at the same time leaving unabated the prestige 
of his unbounded ascendency over Tissaphernes and the 
Great King. We shall presently see the effects resulting 
from this belief. 

Immediately after the rupture of the negotiations, however, 
the satrap took a step well-calculat~d to destroy the hopes of 
the Athenians a]fogether, so far as Persian aid was concerned. 
Though persisting in his policy of lending no decisive assistance 
to either party, and of merely prolonging the war so as to 
enfeeble both-he yet began to fear that he was pushing 
matters too far against the Peloponnesians, who had now been 
two months inactive at Rhodes, with their large fleet hauled 
ashore. He had no treaty with them actually in force, since 
Lichas had disallowed the two previous conventions ; nor had 
he furnished them with pay or maintenance. His bribes to the 
officers had hitherto kept the armament quiet ; yet we do not 
distinctly see how so large a body of men found subsistence. 2 

In a former volume of this History, I have shown reasons for believing 
(in opposition to Mitford, Dahlmann, and others) that the treaty called by 
the name of Kal!ias, and sometimes miscalled by the name of Kimon
was a real fact and not a boastful fiction: see vol. v. ch. xlv. 

The note of Dr. Arnold, though generally just, gives an inadequate 
representation of the strong reasons of Athens for rejecting and resenting 
this third demand. 

1 Thucyd. viii. 63. Kal ~" rnplrnv aln-o'Ls llp.a ol ~v .,.P :Sdp.'f' 'TWV 'Alhwalwv 
Kowo71.o-yo6p.evo• ~u«Eo/avTo 'All.«tfltdonv p.tv, ~ 1r e • o 1, 1r e p o v fJ o 6 71. e.,. a '• 
~~v (Kal -yap 001( ~7ri'T.f}OEIOV GIV'TIJV <iva• ~. oll.<-yapxlav ~71.8iiv), &c. 

2 Thucyd. viii. 44-57. In two parallel cases, one in Chios, the other in 
Korkyra, the seamen of an unpaid armament found subsistence by hiring 
themselves out for agricultural labour. But this was only during the 
summer (see Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, I; vi. 2, 37), while the stay of the 
Peloponnesians at Rhodes was from January to March. 
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He was now however apprised that they could find subsistence 
no longer, and that they would probably desert, or commit 
depredations on the coast of his satrapy, or perhaps be driven 
to hasten on a general action with the Athenians, under 
desperate circumstances. Under such apprehensions he felt 
compelled to put himself again ir. communication with them, 
to furnish them with pay, and to conclude with them a third 
convention-the proposition of which he had refused to enter
tain at Knidus. He therefore went to Kaunus, invited the 
Peloponnesian leaders to Miletus, and concluded with them 
near that town a treaty to the following effect :-

"In this 13th year of the reign of Darius, and in the ephor
ship of Alexippidas at Lacedremcn, a convention is hereby 
concluded by the Lacedremonians and their allies, with 
Tissaphemes and Hieramenes and the sons of Phamakes, 
respecting the affairs of the king and of the Lacedremonians 
and their allies. The territory of the king, as much of it as is 
in Asia, shall belong ·to the king. Let the king determine as 
he chooses respecting his own territory. The Lacedremonians 
and their allies shall not approach the king's territory with any 
mischievous purpose-nor shall the king approach that of the 
Laced.:emonians and their allies with any like purpose. If any 
one among the Lacedremonians or their allies shall approach 
the king's territory with mischievous purpose, the Lace
dremonians and their allies shall hinder him : if any one from 
the king's territory shall approach the Lacedremonians or their 
allies with mischievous purpose, the king shall hinder him. 
Tissaphemes shall provide pay and maintenance, for the fleet 
now present, at the rate already stipulated, until the king's fleet 
shall arrive ; after that it shall be at the option of the Lace
dremonians to maintain their own fleet if they think fit-or if 
they prefer, Tissaphernes shall furnish maintenance, and at the 
close of the war the Lacedremonians shall repay to him what 
they have received. After the king's fleet shall have arrived, 
the two fleets shall carry on war conjointly, in such manner as 
shall seem good to Tissaphernes and the Lacedremonians and 
their allies. If they choose to close ':he war with the Athenians, 
they shall close it only by joint consent." 1 

In comparing this third convention with the two preceding, 
we find thatnoTiiing !snow stipulated as to any territory except 
the continent of Asia; which is ensured unreservedly to the 
king, of course with all the Greek residents planted upon it. 
But by a diplomatic finesse, the terms of the treaty imply that 

1 Thucyd. viii. 58. 
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this is not all the territory which the king is entitled to claim
though nothing is covenanted as to any remainder. 1 Next, 
this third treaty includes Pharnabazus (the son of Pharnakes) 
with his satrapy of Daskylium ; and Hieramenes, with his 
district, the extent and position of which we do not know; 
while in the former treaties no other satrap except Tissaphernes 
had been concerned. We must recollect that the Pelopon
nesian fleet included those 27 triremes, which had been 
brought across by Kalligeitus expressly for the aid of Pharna
bazus ; and therefore that the latter now naturally became a 
party to the general operations. Thirdly, we here find, for the 
first time, formal announcement of a Persian fleet about to be 
brought up as auxiliary to the Peloponnesians. This was a 
promise which the satrap now set forth more plainly than 
before, to amuse them, and to abate the mistrust which they 
had begun to conceive of his sincerity. It served the temporary 
purpose of restraining them from any immediate act of despair 
hostile to his interests, which was all that he looked for. While 
he renewed his payments, therefore, for the moment, he 
affected to busy himself in orders and preparations for the fleet 
from Phenicia. 2 

The Peloponnesian fleet was now ordered to move from 
Rhodes. Before it quitted that island, however, envoys came 
thither from Eretria and from Oropus; which latter place (a 
dependency on the north-eastern frontier of Attica), though 
protected by an Athenian garrison, had recently been surprised 
and captured by the B~otians. The loss of Oropus much 
increased the facilities for the revolt of Eub~a ; and these 
envoys came to entreat aid from the Peloponnesian fleet, to 
sectmd the island in that design. The Peloponnesian com
manders, however, felt themselves under prior obligation to 
relieve the sufferers at Chios, towards which island they first 
bent their course. But they had scarcely passed the Triopian 
cape, when they saw the Athenian squadron from Chalke 
dogging their motions. Though there was no wish on either 
side for a general battle, yet they saw evidently that the 
Athenians would not permit them to pass by Samos, and get 
to the relief of Chios, without a battle. Renouncing therefore 
the project of relieving Chios, they again concentrated their 
force at Miletus ; while the Athenian fleet was also. again 

1 Thucyd. yjii. s8. xwpav 'T~P /3acrtii.Jws, g <T 7J 'T iJ s 'A <T (as ~ <T 'T (, /3a
(il"A.Ews elva' ° Kal 7rEpl -r1js xdJp(JS 'T1jS EavToV fJoul\evETw /3atTlAEV$ H7rooS 
{3o6Aerat. 

2 Thucyd. viii. 59· 
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united at Samos.1 It was about the end of March 41 r B.c., 
that the two fleets were thus replaced in the stations which they 
had occupied four months previously. 4· r( 

After the breach with Alkibiades, and still more after this \~-rj. 
manifest reconciliation of Tissaphernes with the Peloponnesians, ~ 
Peisander and the oligarchical conspirators at Samos had to ....i 
reconsider their plan of action. They would not have begun 'f. , 
the movement at first, had they not been instigated by(""'. . 
Alkibiades, and furnished by him with the treacherous delusion Q\oi~ 
of Persian alliance to cheat and paralyse the people. They \}'!' 
had indeed motives enough, from their own personal ambition, ~ 
to originate it of themselves, apart from Alkibiades ; but with- ~ 
out the hopes-equally useful for their purpose whether false t-o:\' 
or true-connected with his name, they would have had no ~\ 
chance of achievinl:! the first step. Now, ~owever, th~t first ~,\' 
step had been achieved, before the delusiVe expectatiOn of · t> 
Persian gold was dissipated. The Athenian people had been 
familiarised with the idea of a subversion of their constitution, 
in consideration of a certain price : it remained to extort from 
them at the point of the sword, without paying the price, what 
they had thus consented to sell. 2 Moreover the leaders of the 
scheme felt themselves already compromised, so that they 
could not recede with safety. They had set in motion their 
partisans at Athens, where the system of murderous intimi
dation (though the news had not as yet reached Samos) was 
already in full swing: so that they felt constrained to persevere 
as the only chance of preservation to themselves. At the same 
time, all that faint pretence of public benefit, in the shape of 
Persian alliance, which had been originally attached to it and 
which might have been conceived to enlist in the scheme some 
timid patriots-was now entirely withdrawn. Nothing remained 
except a naked, selfish, and u~crupulous_scheme-ofambiiion, 
not only-ruining'tlie'Tii£d0m of Athens at home, but crippling 
and imperilling her before the foreign enemy at a moment when 
her entire strength was scarcely adequate to the contest. The 
conspirators resolved to persevere, at all hazards, both in 
breaking down the constitution and in carrying on the foreign 
war. Most of them being rich men, they were content 

1 Thucyd. viii. 6o. 
2 See Aristotel. Politic. v. 3, 8. He cites this revolution as an instance 

of one begun by deceit, and afterwards consummated by force-ofo11 o11'l 
'rOW 7'E'1'p0.1W<Tlw11 7'011 O~,UOV ·~'I)Tr&,'I''I)O'COV, <j>&.<TK0117'ES 'I'OV {3a.<TL71.la. xp.f},Ua.'I'O. 
7ra.plg •• v ... pbs 7'011 ... &ll.e,uov 7'011 7rplls Ao.IC€00.L,U011(ovs. 'fevlTd,uevol ol, KO.'I',XEL11 
brELOW117'0 'l'f}V 7rOA17'Efa.v, 
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(Thucydides observes) to defray the cost out of their own 
purses, now that they were contending, not for their country, 

~but for their own power and profit.1 

' They lost no time in proceeding to execution, immediately 
'\. ~fter returning to Samos from the abortive conference with 
~l"lkibiades. While they despatched Peisander with five of the 

y...~nvoys back to Athens, to consummate what was already in 
;~; J!6gress there-and the remaining five to oligarchise the 

Vjtpendent allies-they organised all their partisan force in the 
A'llrmament, and began to take measures for putting down the 
f'_(l~ '6. cracy in Samos itself. That democracy had been the 
fJ' ·, oduct of a forcible revolution, effected about ten months 
,;#' efore by the aid of three Athenian triremes. It had since 
~··,: ~:eserved Samos from revolting, like Chios : it was now the 
\..f"neans of preserving the democracy at Athens itself. The 
~\ partisans of Peisander, finding it an invincible obstacle to their 
) views, contrived to gain over a party of the leading Samians 
~~'now in authority under it. Three hundred of these latter, a 

portion of those who ten months before had risen in arms to 
put down the pre-existing oligarchy, now enlisted as conspir
ators along with the Athenian oligarchs, to put down the 
Samian democracy, and get possession of the government for 
themselves. The new alliance was attested and cemented, 
according to genuine oligarchical practice, by a murder without 
judicial trial, or an assassination-for which a suitable victim 
was at hand. The Athenian Hyperbolus, who had been 
ostracised some years before by the coalition of Nikias and 
Alkibiades, together with their respective partisans-ostracised 
(as Thucydides tells us) not from any fear of his power and 
over-transcendent influence, but from his bad character and from 
his being a disgrace to the city-and thus ostracised by an 
abuse of the institution-was now resident at Sainos. He 
represented the demagogic and accusatory eloquence of the 
democracy, the check upon official delinquency ; so that he 
served as a common object of antipathy to Athenian and 
Samian oligarchs. Some of the Athenian partisans, headed by 
Charminus, one of the generals, in concert with the Samian 
conspirators, seized Hyper bolus and put him to death; 
seemingly with some other victims at the same time. 2 

1 Thucyd. viii. 63. Au'TOOs lie ~,.l urpwv av'TWJI, ws -lfli71· Kal l<lJIOV
JI e 6 o v-r as, dp~v 8·rcp Tp61rcp p.1] ltveOf,ueraL ·nX 7rpd')'p.aTa, Kal .,.a, Tail 7roAE!J.ou 
iJ.p.a ftV'r.EX<W, Kal ~urpepew au'TODS 1rpo86p.ws Xp~p.a'Ta 1<al ~~~ 'Tl lfil.il.o IJep, WS 
obKITt i'l.i\Aots fJ ucpfutv aiJTo'ts -rai\at7rWfOiJVTCI.S. 

2 Thucy~. viii. 73; Kal, 'T"'..epf3oJ~.,6v 'TE 'Ttva, n;v 'A87}Valwv, ~OX~'l/pO~ 
li:v8ow'll'OV, WU'Tpa!<tU!J.EIIOV ou Ilia liuvap.ews !<d at<wp.a'ToS cp6/3ov, aAil.a. o:a 
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But though these joint assassinations served as a pledge to 1J.J' 

each section of the conspirators for the fidelity of the other in J !.\"' 
respect to further operations, they at the same time gave warn- ~,) 
ing to opponents. Those leading men at Samos who remained W 
attached to the democracy, looking abroad for defence against M 
the coming attack, made earnest appeal to Leon and Diome- v; 
don, the two generals most recently arrived from Athens in !9 
substitution for Phrynichus and Skironides-men sincerely V'-~ 
devoted to the democracy, and adverse to all oligarchical \.1-\r' 
change-as well as to the trierarch Thrasyllus, to Thrasybulus wtv 
(son of Lykus) then serving as a hoplite, and to many others t; ~ 
of the pronounced democrats and patriots in the Athenian 
armament. They made appeal, not simply in behalf of their 
own personal safety and of their own democracy, now threat
ened by conspirators of whom a portion were Athenians-but 
also on grounds of public interest to Athens; since, if Samos 
became oligarchised, its sympathy with the Athenian democracy 
and its fidelity to the alliance would be at an end. At this 
moment the most recent events which had occurred at Athens 
(presently to be told) were not known, and the democracy was 
considered as still subsisting there.l ~ 

To stand by the assailed democracy of Samos, and to pre-~ 
serve the island itself, now the mainstay of the shattered 'fief 
Athenian empire, were motives more than sufficient to awaken,.... ~ 
the Athenian leaders thus solicited. Commencing a personal~ ~ 
canvass among the soldiers and seamen, and invoking their· rl : 
interference to avert the overthrow of the Samian democracy,~ 
they found the general sentiment decidedly in their favour, but ~ 
most of all, among the Parali, or crew of the consecrated public (\/'" 
trireme called the Paralus. These men were the picked sea- ~.;· 
men of the state ; each of them not merely a freeman, but a 
full Athenian citizen; receiving higher pay than the ordinary 

'7f'OV'f1plav «al aluxlivnv T~S 1r&i\.ews, &.1r01erelvovo-t p.ertx. Xapp.lvov -re, EvOs TilJv 
<rrparrrywv tad nvwv Twv 1rapi't ucpl<nv 'A61}vaCwv, 1rlunv oto&vns o.vTo'is, ~tal 
ltA.i\.a p.e-r' aiJTWV TotaVTa tvv,1t'pa.~a.v, ToLs TE 1ri\tdouw thpp.1JV'TO 
~7rtTC8eu8a&. 

I presume that the words l!.ll.ll.a TotavTa ~vvl1rpa~av, must mean that 
other persons were assassinated along with Hyperbolus. 

The incorrect manner in which Mr. Mitford recounts these proceedings 
at Samos has been properly commented on by Dr. Thirlwall (Hist. Gr. 
ch. xxviii. vol. iv. p. 30). It is the more surprising, since the phrase fJ-ET?f. 
XapfJ-Cvov, which Mr. Mitford has misunderstood, is explained in a special 
note of Duker. 

1 Thucyd. viii. 73, 74· olnc f}~lovv 7rEpt¥o€<v abToVs ucpC.s TE o•acp8apevTas, 
/tal lcl.fJ-OV 'A61}valots all.ll.oTptw8e'iuav, &c • 

• • • • ob "fi'tp poeucl.v 1rw Tovs TETpat<ouCovs lfpxovTar, &c. 
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seamen, and known as devoted to the democratical constitution, 
with an active repugnance to oligarchy itself as well as to every
thing which scented of it.1 The vigilance of Leon and Diomedon 
on the defensive side counteracted the machinations of their 

"- colleague Charm in us, along with the conspirators; and provided, 
~~}~jor the Samian democracy, faithful auxiliaries constantly ready 

for action. Presently the conspirators made a violent attack 
'to overthrow the government; but though they chose their own 

J_,..,'1homent and opportunity, they still found themselves thoroughly 
\1 ~orsted in the struggle, especially through the energetic aid of 
¥,the Parali. Thirty of their number were slain in the contest, 
y;.nand three of the most guilty afterwards condemned to banish-

ment. The victorious party took no further revenge, even upon 
the remainder of the three hundred conspirators-granted a 
general amnesty-and did their best to re-establish constitutional 
and harmonious working of the democracy.2 

Ch<ereas, an Athenian trierarch, who had been forward in 
the contest, was sent in the Paralus itself to Athens, to make 
communication of what had occurred. But this democratical 
crew, on reaching their native city, instead of being received 
with that welcome which they doubtless expected, found a 
state of things not less odious than surprising. The democracy 
of Athens had been subverted: instead of the Senate of Five 
Hundred, and the assembled people, an oligarchy of Four 
Hundred self-installed persons were enthroned with sovereign 
authority in the Senate House. The first order of the Four 
Hundred, on hearing that the Paralus had entered Peir<eus, 
was to imprison two or three of the crew, and to remove all the 
rest from their own privileged trireme aboard a common 
trireme, with orders to depart forthwith and to cruise near 
Eubcea. The commander Ch<ereas found means to escape, 
and returned back to Samos to tell the unwelcome news.3 

The steps, whereby this oligarchy of Four Hundred had been 
I. tlgradually raised up to their new power, must be taken up from 
~- the time when Peisander quitted Athens,-after having ob-r- tained the vote of the public assembly authorising him to treat 

1 Thucyd. viii. 73· 1<al o~x 1\I<<<T'Ta Tovs Tiapcfll.ous, ll.vlipas 'A8rwafous 'TE 
Kal EAev8Epovs '1f'&wras Ev TV v11t 1rAEov'Tas, ~eal <iel 01}1roTe OA.t'Yapxlq. 
tcal p.i, -rrapoiHJ'Tt E7rtKetp.€vovs. 

Peitholaus called the Paralus plnrall.ov Toil lif}p.ou-" the club, staff, or 
mace of the people." {Aristotel. Rhetoric. iii. 3·) 

2 Thucyd. viii. 73· Kal 'Tptcfi<OJI'Ta p.lv 'TLJiaS o:JrlwrELVaJI 'TWJ/ Tp<al<o<Tlwv, 
Tpeis lie Tovs a&.,.,.,.,.c£.,.ous <Pu'YiJ i(77p.lw<Tav· To'is II' ll.il.il.o<s ob p.v7)<T<I<al<ovvns 
07)!J.Oi<pa'TOV!J.E110L Tb AOL'JrbJI ~UJ/E'JrOA£-rEuOJI. 

3 Thucyd. viii. 7 4· 
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with Alkibiades and Tissaphernes,-and after having set on~ 
foot a joint organisation and conspiracy of all the anti-popular 
clubs, which fell under the management especially of Antiphon 
and Theramenes, afterwards aided by Phr~nichus. All the d-! 
members ·or that board of Elders called Probllli, who had been ., 
named after the defeat in Sicilf With-Agnon;-Tather of Thera- <V' 
menes, at their head 1-together with many other leading '\I 
citizens, some of whom had been counted among the firmest t\" 
frieij.ds of the democracy, joined the conspiracy ; while the 
oligarchical and the neutral rich came into it with ardour; so 
that a body of partisans was formed both numerous and well 
provided with money. Antiphon did not attempt to bring 
them together, or to make any public demonstration, armed or 
unarmed, for the purpose of overawing the actual authorities. 
He permitted the senate and the public assembly to go on 
meeting and debating as usual ; but his partisans, neither the 
names nor the numbers of whom were publicly known, received 
from him instructions both when to speak and what language 
to hold. The great topic upon which they descanted, was the 
costliness of democratical institutions in the present distressed 
state of the finances, w.J:len tribute from the allies could no 
longer be reckoned upon-the heavy tax imposed upon the 
state by paying the Senators, the Dikasts, the Ekklesiasts or 
citizens who attended the public assembly, &c. The state 
could now afford to pay none but those soldiers who fought 
in its defence, nor ought any one else to touch the public 
money. It was essential (they insisted) to exclude from the 
political franchise all except a select body of Five Thousand, 
composed of those who were best able to do service to the city 
by person and by purse. ~' 

The extensive disfranchisement involved in this last proposi-
tion was quite sufficiently shocking to the ears of an Atheniany- ,./1' 
assembly. But in reality the proposition was itself a juggle, y,_ 
never intended to become reality, and representing something ~" 
far short of what Antiphon and his partisans intended. Their ~ 
design was to appropriate the powers of government to them- \0 1.' 
selves simply, without control or partnership ; leaving this ~. \ 
body of Five Thousand not merely unconvened, but non- w--_J 
existent, as a mere empty name to impose upon the citizens 1ti.O"' 
generally. Of such real intention, however, not a word was as~~ 

1 Thucyd. viii. I. About the countenance which all these Probuli lent '
to the conspiracy, see Aristotle, Rhetoric, iii. r8, 2. 

Respecting the activity of Agnon, as one of the Probuli, in the same 
cause, see Lysias, Orat. xii. cont. Eratosthen. c. II, p. 426 Reisk. sect. 66. 
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yet spoken. The projected body of Five Thousand was the 
theme preached upon by all the party orators; yet without 
submitting any substantive motion for the change, which could 

, not be yet done without illegality. 
,,,_,! Even thus indirectly advocated, the project of cutting down 

.,,/,-~the franchise to Five Thousand, and of suppressing all the 
·~.:Y' paid civil functions, was a change sufficiently violent to call 
/,--~ forth abundant opponents. For such opponents Antiphon was 

\ •• .. 1 fully prepared. Of the men who thus stood forward in opposi
. tJ·· tion, either all, or at least all the most prominent, were succes-

oli, ,;:J'isively taken off by private assassination. The first of them 
.V~' who thus perished was Androkles, distinguished as a demagogue 
\ pr popular speaker, and marked out to vengeance not only by 

'\ ,/ W.t circumstance, but by the further fact that he had been 
..,w:· >JJhmong the most vehement accusers of Alkibiades before his 
~,' exile. For at this time, the breach of Peisander with Tissa-

1" phernes and Alkibiades had not yet become known at Athens, 
so that the latter was still supposed to be on the point of returning 
home as a member of the contemplated oligarchical government. 
Mter Androkles, many other speakers of similar sentiments 
perished in the same way, by unknown hands. A band of 
Grecian youths, strangers got together from different cities, 1 

was organised for the business : the victims were all chosen on 
the same special ground, and the deed was so skilfully perpe
trated that neither director nor instrument ever became known. 
After these assassinations-sure, special, secret, and systematic, 
emanating from an unknown Directory like a Vehmic tribunal 
-had continued for some time, the terror which they inspired 
became intense and universal. No justice could be had, no 
inquiry could be instituted, even for the death of the nearest 
and dearest relative. At last, no man dared to demand or 
even to mention inquiry, looking upon himself as fortunate that 
he had escaped the same fate in his own person. So finished 
an organisation, and such well-aimed blows, raised a general 
belief that the conspirators were much more numerous than 
they were in reality. And as it turned out that there were 
persons among them who had before been accounted hearty 

1 Thucyd. viii. 6g. 01 <11<ocn 1<al ~l<ct'Tbv p.<'T' a~'TwV (that is, along with 
the Four Hundred) ~EA.\7)V<S v<avlcrl<ot, oTs ~XPWV'TO .r .,.[ 11'0U a~o. x••povp'YELV. 

Dr. Arnold explains the words "Eli.A7)VES veavlcr1<ot to mean some of the 
members of the aristocratical clubs or unions, formerly spoken of. But 
I cannot think that Thucydidi!s would use such an expression to designate 
Athenian citizens : neither is it probable that Athenian citizens would be 
employed in repeated acts of such a character. 
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democrats, I so at last dismay and mistrust became universally 
prevalent. No one dared even to express indignation at the 
murders going on, much less to talk about redress or revenge, 
for fear that he might be communicating with one of the 
unknown conspirators. In the midst of this terrorism, all 
opposition ceased in the senate and public assembly, so that 
the speakers of the conspiring oligarchy appeared to carry an , 
unanimous assent.2 f: .l\.111 

Such was the condition to which things had been brought in-~. ,..p 
Athens, by Antiphon and the oligarchical conspirators acting J\ ~~ 
under his direction, at the time when Peisander and the five ' ~'(!'·~ 
envoys arrived thither returning from Samos. It is probable~ £.,1) 
that they had previously transmitted home from Samos news of ~, ~,. ... 
the rupture with Alkibiades, and of the necessity of prosecuting ~: 
the conspiracy without further view either to him or to the !\ · ~' , 
Persian alliance. Such news would probably be acceptable il"'r..j 
both to Antiphon and Phrynichus, both of them personal ~ \-'"'; 
enemies of Alkibiades; especially Phrynichus, who had pro- ~t.ll 
nounced him to be incapable of fraternising with an oligar- f.j~ 
chical revolution. 3 At any rate, the plans of Antiphon had v- J 
been independent of all view to Persian aid, and had been 
directed to carry the revolution by means of naked, exorbitant, 

1 Even Peisander himself had professed the strongest attachment to the 
democracy, coupled with exaggerated violenc~ against parties suspected of 
oligarchical plots-four years before, in the investigations which followed 
on the mutilation of the Hermre at Athens (Andokides de Myster. c. 9, 
ro, sect. 36-43). 

It is a fact that Peisander was one of the prominent movers on both 
these two occasions, four years apart. And if we could believe Isokrates 
(de Bigis, sect. 4-7, p. 347), the second of the two occasions was merely 
the continuance and consummation of a plot, which had been projected 
nd begun on the first, and in which the conspirators had endeavoured to 
nlist Alkibiades. The latter refused (so his son, the speaker in the 
hove-mentioned oration, contends) in consequence of his attachment to 
he democracy ; upon which the oligarchical conspirators, incensed at his 
efusal, got up the charge of irreligion against him and procured his 
anishment. 
Though Droysen and Wattenbach (De Quadringentorum Athenis 

actione, p. 7, 8, Berlin r842) place confidence to a considerable extent, 
this manner of putting the facts-I consider it to be nothing better than 

omplete perversion ; irreconcileable with Thucydides, confounding together 
acts unconnected in themselves as well as separated by a long interval of 
ime, and introducing unreal causes-for the purpose of making out (what 
as certainly not true) that Alkibiades was a faithful friend of the democracy, 
nd even a sufferer in its behalf. 
' 2 Thucyd. viii. 66. 

3 Thucyd. viii. 68. vop.i(wv oin< ~v 1ro'Te auTiw (Aikibiades) Ka'Ta To 
<Ieos 01r' oll.•7apxias Ka.nli.Oiiv, &c. 
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nd well-directed fear, without any intermixture of hope or an:l 

p ospect of public benefit. Peisander found the reign of terr~m 
ly matured. He had not come direct from Samos to Athens 
t had halted in his voyage at various allied dependencies . 

bile the other five envoys, as well as a partisan named Diotre
~ es, had been sent to Thasos and elsewhere ;1 all for the samt, 
~rtf purpose, of putting down democracies in those allied citie~: 

ttrJ':*where they existed, and establishing oligarchies in their room :!J,: Peisander made this change at Tenos, Andros, Karystus,l 
l~"l' .;. . 'gina, and elsewhere; collecting from these-several p1ace~i 

.' regiment of 300 hoplites, which he brought with him td 
7~ Athens as a sort of body-guard to his new oligarchy.2 H(] 
lt' (1" ""' could not know, until he reached Peir~us, the full success of 

. ~\.; the terrorism organised by Antiphon and the rest ; so that hf 

.. probably came prepared to surmount a greater resistance thar 
he actually found. As the facts stood, so completely had th( 
public opinion and spirit been subdued, that he was enable( 
to put the finishing stroke at once. His arrival was the signaJ1 
for consummating the revolution ; first, by an extorted 
suspension of the tutelary constitutional sanction-next, by the 
more direct employment of armed force. 

First, he convoked a public assembly, in which he proposed 
a decree, riaming ten commissioners with full powers, to pre
pare propositions for such political reform as they should think 
advisable-and to be ready by a given day. 8 According to the 

1 Thucyd. viii. 64. 
2 Thucyd. viii. 65. oi a< &f'-¢l .-bv n.lcravapov 1rapa"'A.Iov.-ls ;:•, 

Cunrep €BE8owro, -roVs at,,.,.ous Ev -raLs 1J"(L\.euL JCa.TEAuov, Kat O..J.I-0.. 

tcrTtJI lt<fJ' iiiv xwp(wv Kal 07rA(TaS txovTES cr<fJlcrtv <IVTOLS ~Uf'-f'-cf.xous 
~A8ov l~ .-,as 'A81was. Kal "'"'""""~'-(3cf.voucrt .-d. 7rA<!cr.-a .-o!s €.-aipots 
7rpo<~p-yacrf'-<va. 

vVe may gather from c. 69 that the places which I have named in th1 
text were among those visited by Peisander : all of them lay very much i 
his way from Samos to Athens. 

3 Thucyd. viii. 67. Kal 7rpWTOV f'-EV .-bv a1jf'-OV ~uA.A.I~av'TES <i7rOV -y>c{,f'-'Y/V 
aiKa 6-vopa.s €A.lcr8a.t ~u-yoypa.<fJia.s CX.VTOt<pcf.-ropa.s, 'TOO'TOVS OE ~uoyoypcf 
tPavTaS ~vcfJp.'!JV ~lTEVEryKe'iv ~S -r0v O~J.'OV fs TJp.fpav /YYJT.f,V, Ka8' 0 Tl ';.purTa : 
1r6A.ts ol~e~cr<'Tat. 

In spite of certain passages found in Suidas and Harpokration (see K. F 
Hermann, Lehrbuch der Griechischen Staats Alterthl\mer, sect. 167 
note 12: compare also Wattenbach, De Quadringentor. Factione, p. 38) 
I cannot think that there was any connexion between these ten ~voy-ypa.</J<L!· 
and the Board of 1rp6(3ouA.ot mentioned as having been before name 
(Thucyd. viii. 1). Nor has the passage in Lysias, to which Herman 
makes allusion, anything to do with these ~u-y-ypa.<fJ•Is. The mention · 
Thirty persons, by Androtion and Philochorns, seems to imply that eith1 
they, or Harpokration, confounded the proceedings ushering in th· 
oligarchy of Four Hundred, with those before the subsequent oligarchy c 
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usual practice, this decree must previously have been approved 
in the Senate of Five Hundred, before it was submitted to the 
people. Such was doubtless the case in the present instance, 
so that the decree passed without any opposition. On the day 
fixed, a fresh assembly met, which Peisander and his partisans 
caused to be held, not in the usual place (called the Pnyx) 
within the city walls, but at a place called Kol6nus, ten stadia 
(rather more than a mile) without the -walls,l north of the city. 
Kol6nus was a temple of Poseidon, within the precinct of 
which the assembly was enclosed for the occasion. Such 
an assembly was not likely to be numerous, wherever held, 2 

st'"lce there could be little motive to attend when freedom 
of aebate was extinguished; but the oligarchical conspirators 
now transferred it without the walls; selecting a narrow area 
for the meeting-in order that they might lessen still further 
the chance of numerous attendance-of an assembly which 
they fully designed should be the last in the history of Athens. 
They were thus also more out of the reach of an armed 
movement in the city, as well as enabled to post their 
own armed partisans around, under colour of protecting the 
meeting against disturbance by the Lacedremonians from 
Dekeleia. <}o..\J' 

The proposition of the newly-appointed Decemvirs (probably 1"1 .. 
Peisander, Antiphon, and other partisans themselves) was Y: 1 exceedingly short and simple. They merely moved th~~r•• 
abolition of the celebrated. Gra_p~e Paranom6n ; that is! the)b~J' 
proposed that every Atheman cttlzen should have full hberty~ 

Thirty. The uvv•llpo• or <TU")'")'po.<P•Is mentioned by Isokrates (Areopagit. Or. 
vii. sect. 67) might refer either to the case of the Four Hundred or to that 
of the Thirty. 

• 1 Thucyd. viii. 67. ~E'II"EITa, ~'~~"••llh 7) -i)p.lpo. ~<P'ii~<•, {vv.ft<ll.p<To.V Thv 
~t<t<l\.7jO'io.v ~s rlw Koll.wv6v (l<TTI ll' i•plw llo<TEIOWVOS l{w '11"611.•ws a'll"txov 

: uro.llious p.rl.li.<<TTO. lltt<o.), &c. 
' The very remarkable word {uvt~<ll.'[lO'o.v, here used respecting the assembly, 
1 appears to me to refer (not, as Dr. Arnold supposes in his note, to any 
1 existing practice observed even in the usual assemblies which met in the 

Pnyx, but rather) to a departure from the usual practice, and the employ
ment of a stratagem in reference to this particular meeting. 

i KolOnus was one of the Attic Demes : indeed there seems reason to 
<imagine that two distinct Demes bore this same name (see Boeckh, in the 
I Commentary appended to his translation of the Antigone of Sophokles, 
t pp. 190, 191; and Ross, Die Demen von Attika, pp. ro, II). It is in the 
v ;rove of the Eumenides, hard by this temple of Poseidon, that Sophokles 
a 1as laid the scene of his immortal drama, the CEdi pus Koloneus. 

2 Compare the statement in Lysias (Orat. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 76, 
J. 127) respecting the small numbers who attended and voted at the 

• l.Ssembly by which the subsequent oligarchy of Thirty was named. 
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of making any anti-constitutional proposition that he chose
and that every other citizen should be interdicted, under heavy 
penalties, from prosecuting him by Graphe Paranomon (indict
ment on the score of informality, il1egality, or unconstitu
tionality), or from doing him any other mischief. This pro
position was adopted without a single dissentient. It was 
thought more formal by the directing chiefs to sever this pro-

vY:. position pointedly from the rest, and to put it, singly and apaTt, 
l• ~into the mouth of the special commissioners; since it was the 

1: f"-~alising condition of every other positive change which they 
~'v-f..Were about to move afterwards. Full liberty being thus granted 
~ jQ make any motion, however anti-constitutional, and to dis
~~·1\/'p~nse with all the established formalities, such as preliminary 
U:' JJ authorisation by the senate-Peisander now came forward with 
"" ~s. substantive propositions to the following effect :-

\,.: , .J.: "1. All the existing democratical magistracies were suppressed 
I ·./,::"'at once, and made to cease for the future. 2. No civil func
~· tions whatever were hereafter to be salaried. 3· To constitute 

a new government, a committee of five r;ersons were named 
forthwith, who were to choose a larger body of one hundred 
(that is, one hundred including the five choosers themselves). 
Each individual, out of this body of one hundred, was to choose 
three persons. 4· A body of Four Hundred was thus con
stituted, who were to take their seat in the Senate-house, and 
to carry on the government with unlimited powers, according 
to their own discretion. 5· They were to convene the Five 

"Thousand, whenever they might think fit.1 All was passed 
~~thout a dissentient voice. 
~ ~The invention and employment of this imaginary aggregate 
/~~.-Five Thousand was not the least dexterous among the com

~. -'~hl~tions of Antiphon. No one knew who these Five Thousand 
" ~4f~~e : yet the resolution, just adopted, purported-not that -
rl!:Jsuch a number of citizens should be singled out and constituted, 
J!l:. ~ither by choice, or by lot, or in some determinate manner 
1tlt~ich should exhibit them to the view and knowledge of others 

I"' ,N-but that the Four Hundred should convene The Fiz1e Thou
\\,..' sand, whenever they thought proper : t2us assuming the latter 

to be a list already made up and notorious, at least to the Four 
Hundred themselves. The real fact was that the Five Thou
sand existed nowhere except in the talk and proclamations 
of the conspirators, as a supplement of fictitious auxiliaries. 

1 Thucyd. viii. 67. 'EAO&wras IJ€ av-ro~s 'TETpaKo<Tlous liv-ras ~$ TO 
{3ou'Aeu-rf}pwv, tlpxetv g.,.?1 t.v tlpt<T-ra "''"'VW<TKW<Ttv, a vT o "pcl.-r o pas, /Cal 
.,. 0 (, s .,. • JIT a" t <TXt"- ( 0 v s o€ ~v"A"Alyetv, b7r6-rav a•J..ols IJo.<jl. 
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fhey did not even exist as individual names on paper, but 
;imply as an imposturous nominal aggregate. The Four Hun
ired now installed formed the entire and exclusive rulers of the 
;tate.l But the mere name of the Five Thousand, though 
t was nothing more than a name, served two important pur
)Oses for Antiphon and his conspiracy. First, it admitted of 
)eing falsely produced (especially to the armament at Samos} 
ts proof of a tolerably numerous and popular body of equal, 
1ualified, concurrent citizens-all intended to take their turn by 
:otation in exercising the powers of government; thus lightening 
;he odium of extreme usurpation to the Four Hundred, and 
oassing them off merely as the earliest section of the Five 
Thousand, put into office for a few months, and destined at the 
end of that period to give place to another equal section. 2 

Next, it immensely augmented the means of intimidation 
possessed by the Four Hundred at home, by exaggerating the 
impression of their supposed strength. For the citizens 
~enerally were made to believe that there were five thousand 
real and living partners in the conspiracy ; while the fact that 
these partners were not known and could not be individually 
identified, rather aggravated the reigning terror and mistrust
since every man, suspecting that his neighbour might possibly 
be among them, was afraid to communicate his discontent 

1 Thucyd. viii. 66. ;jv li~ TOiiTo <fnrp•1res 1rpos Toils 7rAElovs, l1rel l!{•w 
-ye T~V 1rOALV o'l1rep Kal p.e9unrf.va• tp.eAAOV. 

Plutarch, Alkibiad. c. 26. 
2 Thucyd. viii. 72. ll,p..,.ovO'< li~ is Tt)V lrf.p.ov li'Ka l!.vlipcu • •••. /i,/i&.. 

~oV'faS--'ITEV'faKLO'X{ALOL liE IJTL .Zev, Kal ob TETpaKOcTLOL p.ovov, o/ 
7rpcf.ucrovTes. 

viii. 86. 0/ li' lf.7r~TIEAAOJI WS oliTe t1rl lita</J9op~ Ti)S 7r 6 A E w s fJ iJ.ETrf.
cTTacTLS -r'voLTo, b.li.A' l1rl cTWTTfpl~ . •.•• Twvli€ 7rEVTaKLcTX<Alwv 8T, 
.,.rf.PTES lv Tqi p.'p•• p.e9,~ovcrtv, &c. 

viii. 89. &7-o.M TOVS 1rEVTaKicTXtll.lovs ~P"Y'I' Kal p.~ CIJfOp.aTI xpiival 
O.roliEtKIIllval, «a~ Tt]v 7rOAlTElav lualTipav Ka9urrdval. 

viii. 92. (After the Four Hundred had already been much opposed 
and humbled, and were on the point of being put down)-;)v li~ 1rpos TOv 
5xAov 1J 1raprf.KATfcTLs ws XP~• 30'TLS T a v s .,. e "T a K 1 cr x 'A l o v s {3ovli.<Tal 
6.pxew l!.VTl TWJI T<TpaKoO'lwP, Uva1 i1rl TO (p-yov. 'E7r<KpV7rTOVTO -yil,p 8p.ws 
fn TWV 1rEVTaKLcTXLAfwv Tqi ovop.aTt, p.tJ f.vTtKpuS oi)p.ov IJO'TLS {30VAETal 
iipXetV ovop.rf.(ELV-</JO {3 OV p.EV 0 I p.~ Tqi ~ VT I if> 0' L, Ka l 7r p 6 S T LV a el1r W V 
Tis Tl 01' l!.rvotav cT</JaA.fi. Kal olT<Tpadcrw• Otl1.TOVTO obK ij8ell.ov TOVS 
7rEVTaK<O'X<A.lovs oliTE elva<, oliTE p.~ 6vTas li-hA.ovs dvat· TO 
p.EV KaTacTTi)O'ai p.eroxovS TOcTOVTOVS, ifVTLKpvs ttv /ii)p.ov fJ'YOVfJ-EVOL, TO /)' a b 
a<f1avfs </Jof3ov i!s lf.ll.l\.~1\.0US 1rap~{ELV. 

viii. 93· A.'rovTes To{, s .,. e .,. e vTa K 'cr X' 11. l o v s &,.ocpaveiv, Kal i!K 
To {J 'T CJJ J1 f V p. t pEL, P b.v To'Zs 7r€VTaKLO"XtAlotS 8oK!J, ToVs 'Tt::TpalwCT£ovs 
lf1'e0'8a<, T'ws li€ T1Jv .,.&li.Lv p.111i•vl Tp67r'l' litacpeelpew, &c. 

Compare also c. 97· 
VOL. VIII. C 
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or propose means for joint resistance.1 In both these twc 
ways, the name and assumed existence of the Five Thousanc 
lent strength to the real Four Hundred conspirators. It 
masked their usurpation while it increased their hold on the 
respect and fears of the citizens. 

As soon as the public assembly at Kolonus had with such 
~ seeming unanimity accepted all the propositions of Peisander, 

they were dismissed; and the new regiment of Four Hundred 
were chosen and constituted in the form prescribed. It now 

'{~ f.l only remained to install them in the Senate-house. But this 
""~C.,\::ould not be done without force, since the senators were already 
r~within it; having doubtless gone thither immediately from 

.(.the assembly, where their presence (at least the presence of the 
Prytanes, or Senators of the presiding tribe) was essential as 

"~ 1egal presidents. They had to deliberate what they would do1 
~ under the decree just passed, which divested them of all 

authority. It was even possible that they might organisE1 

armed resistance; for which there seemed more than usua 
facility at the present moment, since the occupation of Dekelei; 
by the Laced::emonians kept Athens in a condition like that c 
a permanent camp, with a large proportion of the citizens da; 
and night under arms. 2 Against this chance the Four Hundre<: 
made provision. They selected that hour of the day when th} 
greater number of citizens habitually went home (probably t( 
their morning meal), leaving the military station, with the arm 
piled and ready, under comparatively thin watch. While the' 
general body of hoplites left the station at this hour accordin!\ 
to the usual practice, the hoplites (Andrian, Tenian and others, 
in the immediate confidence of the Four Hundred were directed 
by private order to hold themselves prepared and in arms at a 
little distance off; so that if any symptoms should appear of 
resistance being contemplated, they might at once interfere and 
forestall it. Having taken this precaution, the Four Hundred 
marched in a body to the Senate-house, each man with a 
dagger concealed under his garment, and followed by their 
special body-guard of 120 young men from various Grecian 

• cities-the instruments of the assassinations ordered by Anti
phon and his colleagues. In this array they marched into the 
Senate-house, where the senators were assembled-and com
manded them to depart; at the same time tendering to them 

1 Compare the striking passage (Thucyd. viii. 92) cited in my previous note. 
2 See the jests of Aristophanes, about the citizens all in armour buyinf 

their provisions in the market-place and carrying them home-in the 
Lysistrata 560; a comedy represented about December 412 or January 
4II B.c., three months earlier than the events here narrated, 
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their p;:ty for all the remainder of the year (seemingly about 
three months or more down to the beginning of Hekatombreon, 
the month of new nominations) during which their functions. 
ought to have continued. The senators were noway prepared 
to resist the decree just passed under the forms of legality, with 
an armed body now arrived to enforce its execution. They 
obeyed and departed, each man as he passed the door receiving 
the salary tendered to him. That they should yield obedience 
to superior force under the circumstances, can excite neither 
censure nor surprise ; but that they should accept from the 
hands of the conspirators this anticipation of an unearned 
salary, was a meanness which almost branded them as ac
complices, and dishonoured the expiring hour of the last 
democratical authority. The Four Hundred now found them
selves triumphantly installed in the. Senate-house. There was 
not the least resistance, either within its walls, or even without, 

1 
by apy portion of the citizens.l dl ._ ..t1; 

Thus perished, or seemed to perish, the democracy of Athens, ~....(, 
fter an uninterrupted existence of nearly one hundred years u.,.. ~J 
ince the revolution of Kleisthenes.. So incredible did it appear ~ 1 

hat the numerous, intelligent, and constitutional citizens of 
\thens should suffer their liberties to be overthrown by a band 
,f four hundred conspirators, while the great mass of them not 
mly loved their democracy, but had arms in their hands to 
!efend it-that even their enemy and neighbour Agis at 
)ekeleia could. hardly imagine the revolution to be a fact 
;ccomplished. We shall see presently that it did not stand- · 
wr would it probably have stood, haacii'cumstances-even 
been more favourable-but the accomplishment of it at all, / 
is an incident too extraordinary to be passed over without . 
some words in explanation. 

We must remark that the tremendous catas!rophe and loss 
of blood in Sicily had abated the energy of the Athenian 
character generally-but especially, had made them despair 
of their foreign relations ; of the possibility that they could 
make head against enemies, increased in number by revolts 
among their own allies, and further sustained by Persian gold. 
"Gpon this sentiment of despair is brought to bear the treacher
Jus delusion of Alkibiades, offering them the Persian aid; that 
s, means of defence and success against foreign enemies, at 
he price of their democracy., Reluctantly the people are 
>rought, but they are brought; to entertain the proposition: 
md thus the conspirators gain their first capital point-of 

1 Thucyd. viii. 69, 70. 
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familiarising the people with the idea of such a change o 
constitution. The ulterior success of the conspiracy-when 

~
1 prospect of Persian gold, or improved foreign position, was 

an end-is due to the combinations, alike nefarious and 

~
• skilful, of Antiphon, wielding and organising the united strength 

-:'of the aristocratical classes at Athens; strength always exceed
~ v·qingly great, but under ordinary circumstances working in frac
:,.i''Jtlons disunited and even reciprocally hostile to each other
•·,~~· restrained by the ascendent democratical institutions-and 
~JA~uced to corrupt what it could not overthrow. Antiphon, 
,r 

1 
out to employ this anti-popular force in one systematic 

\ scheme and for the accomplishment of a predetermined 
~1 purpose, keeps still within the same ostensible constitutional 
.. ~}imit_s. He. raises no op~n muti.ny: he ma~tains inviolate the 
11· \fardmal pomt of Atheman polrtlcal morality-respect to the 
V.' decision of the senate and political assembly, as well as to 
:·1.1\;onstitutional maxims. But he knows well that the value of 
~~ .lbese meetings, as political securities, depends upon entire 
, ~;.freedom of speech ; and that if that freedom be suppressed, 
'I"" the assembly itself becomes a nullity-or rather an instrument 

of positive imposture and mischief. Accordingly he causes all 
the popular orators to be successively assassinated, so that no 
man dares to open his mouth on that side; while on the other 
hand, the anti-popular speakers are all loud and confident, 
cheering one another on, and seeming to represent all the 
feeling of the persons present. By thus silencing each in
dividual leader, and intimidating every opponent from standing 
forward as spokesman, he extorts the formal sanction of the 
assembly and the senate to measures which the large majorityl 
of the citizens detest. That majority however are bound by 
their own constitutional forms : and when the decision of 
these, by whatever means obtained, is against them, they have 
neither the inclination nor the courage to resist. In no part 
of the world has this sentiment of constitutiortal duty, and 
submission to the vote of a legal majority, been more keenly~ 
and universally felt, than it was among the citizens of demo
cratical Athens.I lf\ntiphon thus finds means to employ the 
constitutional sentiment of Athens as a means of killing the 
constitution : the mere empty form, after its vital and protective 
efficacy has been abstracted, remains simply as a cheat to 
paralyse individual patriotism. 

1 This striking and deep-seated regard of the Athenians for all the forms 
of an established constitution, makes itself felt even by Mr. Mitford (Hist. 
Gr. ch. xix. sect. v. vo!. iv. p. 235). 
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It was this cheat which rendered the Athenians indisposed to~~ 

,stand forward with arms in defence of that democracy to which r.JI~ 
they were attached. Accustomed as they were to unlimited vv
pacific contention within the bounds of their constitution, they • ~ 
were in the highest degree averse to anything like armed~; 
intestine contention. This is the natural effect of an established\ ~ 
free and equal polity-to substitute the contests of the tongue 1,4 ~~ 
for those of the sword, and sometimes, even to create so ~ ., 
extreme a disinclination to the latter, that if liberty be ener- b: ":" 
getically assailed, the counter-energy necessary for its defenceC\:l\, 
may probably be found wanting. So difficult is it for the same ' 
people to have both the qualities requisite for making a free 
constitution work well in ordinary times, together with those 
very different qualities requisite for upholding it against ex
ceptional dangers and under trying emergencies. None but 
an Atheniap of extraordinary ability like Antiphon would have 
understood the art of thus making the constitutional feeling of 
his countrymen subservient to the success of his conspiracy-+-
and of maintaining the forms of legal dealing towards assembled 
and constitutional bodies, while he violated them in secret and 
successive stabs directed against individuals. Political assassin
ation had been unknown at Athens (as far as our information · 
reaches), since the time when it was employed about fifty years 
before by the oligarchical party against Ephialtes, the coadjutor 
of Perikles.1 But this had been an individual case, and it was 
reserved for Antiphon and Phrynichus to organise a band of 
assassins working systematically, and taking off a series of 
leading victims one after the other. ; As the Macedonian kings 
in after-times required the surrender of the popular orators in 
a body, so the authors of this conspiracy found the same 
enemies to deal with, and adopted another way of getting rid 
of them; thus reducing the assembly into a tame and lifeless 
mass, capable of being intimidated into giving its collective 
sanction to measures which its large majority detested. 

As Grecian history has been usually written, we are instructed 
to believe that the misfortunes, and the corruption, and the 
degradation, of the democratical states, were brought upon 
them by the class of demagog!Jes,_ qf who!!J._ ~leon, H yperbolus, 
Androkles, &c._,_ stand- forth as specimens. These men are 
representecf as mischief-makers and revilers, accusing without 
just cause, and converting innocence into treason. 

Now the history of this conspiracy of the Four Hundred 
1 See Plutarch, Perikles, c. 10 ; Diodor. xi. 77 ; and vol. vi. chap. xlvi. 

of this History. 
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presents to us the other side of the picture. It shows that t~~ ' 
political enemies-against whom the Athenian people were 
protected by their democratical institutions, and by the dema
gogues as living organs of those institutions-were not fictitious 
but dangerously real. It reveals the continued existence of 
powerful anti-popular combinations, ready to come together for 
treasonable purposes, when the moment appeared safe and 
tempting. It manifests the character and morality of the 
leaders, to whom the direction of the anti-popular force natur
ally fell. It proves that these leaders, men of uncommon 
ability, required nothing more than the extinction or silence of 
the demagogues, to be enabled to subvert the popular securi
ties, and get possession of the government. We need no 
better proof to teach us what was the real function and intrinsic 
necessity of these demagogues in the Athenian system; taking 
them as a class, and apart from the manner in which individuals 
among them may have performed their duty. They formed 
the vital movement of all that was tutelary and public-spirited 
in democracy. Aggressive in respect to official delinquents, 
they were defensive in respect to the public and the constitu
tion. If that anti-popular force, which Antiphon found ready
made, had not been efficient, at a much earlier moment, in 
stifling the democracy+-it was because there were demagogues 
fo cry aloud, as well as assemblies to hear and sustain them. 
If Antiphon's conspiracy was successful, it was because he knew 

~__.'where to aim his blows, so as to strike down the real enemies 
of the oligarchy and the real defenders of the people. I here 
employ the term demagogues because it is that commonly used 
by those who denounce the class of men here under review : 
the proper neutral phrase, laying aside odious associations, 
would be to call them, popular speakers or opposition speakers. 
But by whatever name they may be called, it is impossible 
rightly to conceive their position in Athens, without looking at 
them in contrast and antithesis with those anti-popular forces 
~gainst which they formed the indispensable barrier, and which 

~~-om forth into such manifest and melancholy working under 
;". t e rganising hands of Antiphon and Phrynichus. 
~ s soon as the Four Hundred found themselves formally 

nstalled in the Senate-house, they divided themselves by lot 
~"( . ..H-into separate Prytanies (probably ten in number, consisting of 

.'f.!orty members each, like the former Senate of Five Hundred, 
~~...'in order that the distribution of the year to which the people 
~:;-' were accustomed might not be disturbed), and then solemnised 
\ their installation by prayer and sacrifice. They put to death 
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some political enemies, though not many : they further im
prisoned and banished others, and made large changes in the 
administration of affairs ; carrying everything with a strictness 
and rigour unknown under the old constitution.1 It seems to 
have been proposed among them to pass a vote of restoration 
to all persons under sentence of exile. But this was rejected 
by the majority, in order that Alkibiades might not be among 
the number; nor did they think it expedient, notwithstanding, 
to pass the law, reserving him as a special exception. '\.tJ-'\ 

They further despatched a messenger to Agis at Dekeleia, ~~./!', 
intimating their wish to treat for peace; which (they affirmed)'~ ~ 
he ought to be ready to grant to them, now that "the faithless~ ...t" 
Demos " was put down. Agis however, not believing that the yw , 
Athenian people would thus submit to be deprived of their.A\,1\ 
liberty, anticipated that intestine dissension would certainlya.. 'l,. 
break out, or at least that some portion of the Long Walls ct"" ~ 
would be found unguarded, should a foreign army appear."~ 
While therefore he declined the overtures for peace, he at the 
same time sent for reinforcements out of Peloponnesus, and 
marched with a considerable army, in addition to his own 
garrison, up to the very walls of Athens. But he found the 
ramparts carefully manned : no commotion took place within : 
even a sally was made, in which some advantage was gained 
over him. He therefore speedily retired, sending back his 
newly-arrived reinforcements to Peloponnesus; while the Four 
Hundred, on renewing their advances to him for peace, now 
found themselves much better received, and were even 
encouraged to despatch envoys to Sparta itself.2 "'~;V") 

As soon as they had thus got over the first difficulties, and fv--: 
placed matters on a footing which seemed to promise stability, _ • .!1$'1 
they despatched ten envoys to Samos. Aware beforehand of~·*"" 
the danger impending over them in that quarter from the'~ 
known aversion of the soldiers and seamen to anything in the 
nature of oligarchy, they had moreover just heard, by the 
arrival of Cha=reas and the Paralus, of the joint attack made by 
the Athenian and Samian oligarchs, and of its complete failure. 
Had this event occurred a little earlier, it might perhaps have 
deterred even some of their own number from proceeding with 
the revolution at Athens-which was rendered thereby almost 
sure of failure from the first. Their ten envoys were instructed 
to represent at Samos that the recent oligarchy had been 

1 Thucyd. viii. 70. I imagine that this must be the meaning of the words 
---Td. a€ lfMa lVE!J.OV ICaTd. KprJ.Tos •d]V 1rOll.tV. 

2 Thucyd. viii. 7r. 
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established with no views injurious to the city, but on the 
contrary for the general benefit ; that though the Council now 
installed consisted of Four Hundred only, yet the total number 
of partisans who had made the revolution and were qualified 
citizens under it, was Five Thousand; a number greater (they 
added) than had ever been actually assembled in the Pnyx 
under the democracy, even for the most important debates,1 

in consequence of the unavoidable absences of numerous 
, • individuals on military service and foreign travel. 

• i'- '\,AVhat satisfaction might have been given, by this allusion to 
~~)I· ·'~e fictitious Five Thousand, or by the fallacious reference 
• 

1
' the numbers, real or pretended, of the past democratical 

01 J.~ semblies-had these envoys carried to Samos the first tidings 
II' W ./~f the Athenian revolution-we cannot say. They were fore
' stalled by Chrereas the officer of the Paralus ; who, though the 
f.t.Ji Four Hundred tried to detain him, made his escape and 

.Ml'lh1lstened to Samos to communicate the fearful and unexpected 
f''I}...Ehange which had occurred at Athens. Instead of hearing 
·~ that change described under the treacherous extenuations pre

'~" ~ribed by Antiphon and Phrynichus, the armament first learnt r.t from the lips of Chrereas, who told them at once the extreme 
· tl truth-and even more than the truth. He recounted with 
~'}~~· &ignation that every Athenian, who ventured to say a word 
J'"' gainst the Four Hundred rulers of the city, was punished with 
~ he scourge-that even the wives and children of persons hostile 

to them were outraged-that there was a design of seizing and 
~ jmprisoning the relatives of the democrats at Samos, and 
fr ~}-putting them to death if the latter refused to obey orders from 
r.if' Athens. The simple narrative, of what had really occurred, 

1 Thucyd. viii. 72. This allegation, respecting the number of citizens 
who attended in the Athenian democratical assemblies, has been sometimes 
cited as if it carried with it the authority of Thucydidl!s ; which is a great 
mistake, duly pointed out by all the best recent critics. It is simply the 
allegation of the Four Hundred, whose testimony, as a guarantee for truth, 
is worth little enough. 

That no assembly had ever been attended by so many as 5000 (ob8€11"W11"oTe) 
I certainly am far from believing. It is not improbable, however, that 5000 
was an unusually large number of citizens to attend. Dr. Arnold, in his 
note, opposes the allegation, in part, by remarking that "the law required 
not only the presence but the sanction of at least 6ooo citizens to some 
particular decrees of the assembly." It seems to me however quite po>sible, 
that in cases where this large number of votes was required, as in the 
ostracism, and where there was no discussion· carried on immediately before 
the voting-the process of voting may have lasted some hours, like our 
keeping open of a poll. So that though more than 6000 citizens must have 
voted altogether-it was not necessary that all should have been present in 
the same assembly. 
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would have been quite sufficient to provoke in the armament 
a sentiment of detestation against the Four Hundred. But 
these additional details of Ch<ereas, partly untrue, filled thern 
with uncontrollable wrath, which they manifested by open 
menace against the known partisans of the Four Hundred at 
Samos, as well as against those who had taken part in the 
recent oligarchical conspiracy in the island. It was not without 
difficulty that their hands were arrested by the more reflecting 
citizens present, who remonstrated against the madness of such t ... 
disorderly proceedings when the enemy was close upon them. ~""" 

But though violence and aggressive insult were thus season-~ 
ably checked, the sentiment of the armament was too ardent i.J 
and unanimous to be satisfied without some solemn, emphatic,.- J. 
and decisive declaration against the oligarchs at Athens. A'lrt. 
great democratical manifestation, of the most earnest and (~ 
imposing character, was proclaimed, chiefly at the instance of ~ 
Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus. The Athenian armament, brought 
together in one grand assembly, took an oath by the most 
stringent sanctions-To maintain their democracy-To keep ...... , 
up friendship and harmony with each other-To carry on the \'v'· 
war against the Peloponnesians with energy-To be at enmity ~ 
with the Four Hundred at Athens, and to enter into no 'r..!J 
amicable communication with them whatever. The whole r .. 
armament swore to this compact with enthusiasm, and even 
those who had before taken part in the oligarchical movements 
were forced to be forward in the ceremony .I What lent double 
force to this touching scene, was, that the entire Samian popu
lation, every male of the military age, took the oath along with 
the friendly armament. Both pledged themselves to mutual 
fidelity and common suffering or triumph, whatever might be 
the issue of the contest. Both felt that the Peloponnesians at 
~1iletus, and the Four Hundred at Athens, were alike their 
enemies, and that the success of either would be their common 
rum. 

Pursuant to this resolution-of upholding their democracy 

1 Thucyd. viii. 7 5· MeTe!. o~ TovTo, A.ap:rrpws 1)o11 ~s owJ.ot<paTiav /3ov
A.op.evo• p.e'Ta.<T'T'ij<TO.I ora ~V 'Tj) l&.p.rp 8 'Te @pa<TV/30VAOS t<al ®pJ.<TVAAOS, 
~pllW(faV 1r&.v-ras ToVs U'Tpa:nWTa.s TaOs JJ.eyluTous gpKovs, 1ea.l ab-roVs Toils iJC 
'T~S o"A.qapxlas p.J.A.&<T'Ta., ij p.~v 071!-'0t<pa-r.f,u<rriJa.& t<al 6p.ovo.f,uew, 1eal 'TOV 7rpos 
fie"A.o7roVV71<Tfovs 1r0"A.ep.ov 7rpo66p.ws OLO(cre&v, 1ea.l 'TOLS 'Te'Tpa«ocr(o&s 7ro"A.ip.LO( 
'TE Eueu9aL Kal oVOEv ~7rttc7JpvKe{,~eu9aL. 'ii.vvdJp.vv(J'aV 8E 1eal lap.lwv ?rcl.vTfiS T~v 
a~TOV 8pt<ov ol Jv TP -I]"A.&ICl'f, t<a.l ... a. 7rp&.oyp.a'Ta. .,.&.v'Ta t<al Tel. a'lr0/371<TOp.eva. ~IC 
'TWV t<IVOVVW!I ~vvet<OIVWCTO.!I'TO o[ <T'Tpct'TIW'TO.I 'TOLS lap.fo<s, vop.((ovTeS olin 
~t<elv~IS a'lrocr,?orp~v' ~W'T"'pi~s o6-re u,rpluw elva<, o.:x Uv 'Te ol 'TETpaiCOCTIOI 
"P"""'<TW<TLV EQ.JI Te 01 El< M<ATI'TOV 'lrOAEp.IOI, o&arp6ap1JCTE<f1Ja.<. 

c 2 
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and at the same time sustaining the war against the Pelopon-

11t
' ~esians, at all cost or peril to themselves-the soldiers of the 
~,Armament now took a step unparalleled in Athenian history. 

(')~.Feeling that they could no longer receive orders from Athens 
~"'under her present oligarchical rulers, with whom Charminus 
/T:J' t:"and others among their own leaders were implicated, they 
'\.Ill' constituted themselves into a sort of community apart, and 
~-,_,.~eld an assembly as citizens to choose anew their generals and 
•P,)·'fierarchs. Of those already in command, several were deposed 
1,:,;.1-''J.s unworthy of trust; others being elected in their places, 
'!'\ 

1 
E!specially Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus. The assembly was 

~ ::•, not held for election alone. It was a scene of effusive sym
~· •1.1 pathy, animating eloquence, and patriotism generous as well 
, :~ .)')ls resolute. The united armament felt that they were the real 
\ 1; ~ ,Athens ; the guardians of her constitution-the upholders of 
\; •P'her remaining empire and glory-the protectors of her citizens 
')~I' at home against those conspirators who had intruded themselves 

wrongfully into the Senate-house-the sole barrier, even for 
those conspirators themselves, against the hostile Pelopon
nesian fleet. " The city has revolted from us " (exclaimed 
Thrasybulus and others in pregnant words which embodied a 
whole train of feeling 1). "But let not this abate our courage: 
for they are only the lesser force-we are the greater and the 
self-sufficing. We have here the whole navy of the state, 
whereby we can ensure to ourselves the contributions from our 
dependencies just as well as if we started from Athens. We 
have the hearty attachment of Samos, second in power only to 
Athens herself, and serving us as a military station against the 
enemy, now as in the past. We are better able to obtain 
supplies for ourselves, than those in the city for themselves ; 
for it is only through our presence at Samos that they have 
hitherto kept the mouth of Peirreus open. If they refuse to 
restore to us our democratical constitution, we shall be better 
able to exclude them from the sea than they to exclude us. 
What indeed does the city do now for us to second our efforts 
against the enemy? Little or nothing. We have lost nothing 
by their separation. They send us no pay-they leave us to 
provide maintenance for ourselves-they are now out of con
dition for sending us even good counsel, which is the great 
superiority of a city over a camp.2 As counsellors, we here are 

1 Thucyd. viii. 76. Ka:l 1rapawecrets I!A>.a~ -re lzrowvv-ro ~v crcplcrw aho'is 
&vuJ"T&.p.evm, Kal &s oV Se'i &Ovp.e'iv Ort 1J 1T 6 A L s a v T cd 11 a tp '(}' T 1} K ~· Tabs 'YaP 
~7'.cJ.crcrovs a.r 0 Cf </J (i, J1 T (i, J1 7rAEOJIWJI Ka:l ~S 1rcJ.v-ra 7r0ptfLWTepwv fL E 8 E Cf T cJ. II at. 

2 Thucyd. viii. 76. Bpaxfi lie"' eivat Ka:l ovlievos ~~~wv, 'f .rpos -ro 1rep<'Yh"'•-
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better than they; for they have just committed the wrong of 
subverting the constitution of our common country-while we 
are striving to maintain it, and will do our best to force them 
into the same track. Alkibiades, if we ensure to him a safe 
restoration, will cheerfully bring the alliance of Persia to 
sustain us ; and even if the worst comes to the worst-if all 
other hopes fail us-our powerful naval force will always 
enable us to find places of refuge in abundance, with city and 
territory adequate to our wants." 

Such was the encouraging language of Thrasyllus and 
Thrasybulus, which found full sympathy in the armament, and ,\ 
raised among them a spirit of energetic patriotism and resolu- A~~·Ai 
tion, not unworthy of their forefathers when refugees at Salamis·~~ 
under the invasion of Xerxes. To regain their democracy and ' l'f 
to sustain the war against the Peloponnesians, were impulses ~~ 
alike ardent and blended in the same tide of generous tf:"(.:' 
enthusiasm ; a tide so vehement as to sweep before it the \I" · 
reluctance of that minority who had before been inclined to et"J: 
the oligarchical movement. But besides these two impulses, c)'T 
there was also a third, tending towards the recall of Alkibiades ; 
a coadjutor, if in many ways useful, yet bringing with him a 
spirit of selfishness and duplicity uncongenial to the exalted 
sentiment now all-powerful at Samos.1 

This exile had been the first to originate the oligarchical 
conspiracy, whereby Athens, already scarcely adequate to the 
exigencies of her foreign war, was now paralysed in courage 
and torn by civil discord-preserved from absolute ruin only by 
that counter-enthusiasm which a fortunate turn of circumstances 

tT8a.t Twv 1roll.ep.lwv 7) 1r61l.ts XP-fi<1'<p.os ;jv, tca.l obaev tt7roll.wll.etclva.•, o1 'Y• p.fJn 
&nUptov l•n Elxov 7rEp:rrew, O.A.A, a.V-rol l1ropl(ovTo ot UTpa.TLEiJTa.t, p..f}-re {Jo6-
ll.evp.a. XP7JITT6v, ofi1rep ~vetca. .,.6ll.ts <1'Tpa.T07rlawv tcpa.Tii· &71.71.?. tca.l ~v TovTo<s Tolls 
p.Ev 7]p.apT71KI.vat, TaOs 7ra.Tplovs v&p.ovs KO.Ta.l\.{J(ravTa.s, abTol 0~ uc/;,(ew Ka.l 
~Kdvovs '1f'Etpc£crea0a.L 7rpocrava'}'tcc£(etV. ''!lcrTe obOE To{rrovs, olwep Uv f3ov
ll.e6o.lv "' XP7J<1'T6v, 1ra.pil. <1'<J>l<1't xelpous Eiva.t. 

1 The application of the Athenians at Samos to Alkibiades, reminds us 
of the emphatic language in which Tacitus characterises an incident in some 
respects similar. The Roman army, fighting in the cause of Vite!lius 
against Vespasian, had been betrayed by their general Crecina, who 
endeavoured to carry them over to the latter: his army however refused to 
follow him, adhered to their own cause, and put him under arrest. Being 
afterwards defeated by the troops of Vespasian, and obliged to capitulate in 
Cremona, they released Crecina, and solicited his intercession to obtain 
favourable terms. " Primores castrorum nomen atque imagines Vitellii 
amoliuntur; catenas Crecinre (nam etiam tum vinctus erat) exsolvunt, 
orantque, ut causre sure deprecator adsistat : aspernantem tumentemque 
lacrymis fatigant. Extremum malomm, tot fortissimi viri, p1·oditoris opem 
invucantes" (Tacitus, Histor. iii. 31). 
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had raised up at Samos. Having at first duped the con
spirators themselves and enabled them to dupe the sincere 
democrats, by promising Persian aid, and thus floating the 
plot over its first and greatest difficulties-Alkibiades had 
found himself constrained to break with them as soon as the 
time came for realising his promises. But he had broken off 
with so much address as still to keep up the illusion that he 
could realise them if he chose. His return by means of the 
oligarchy being now impossible, he naturally became its enemy, 
and this new antipathy superseded his feeling of revenge 
against the democracy for having banished him. In fact he 
was disposed (as Phrynichus had truly said about him) 1 to 
avail himself indifferently of either, according as the one or 
the other presented itself as a serviceable agency for his 
ambitious views. Accordingly, as soon as the turn of affairs at 
Samos had made itself manifest, he opened communication 
with Thrasybulus and the democratical leaders,2 renewing to 
them the same promises of Persian alliance, on condition of 
his own restoration, as he had before made to Peisander and 
the oligarchical party. Thrasybulus and his colleagues either 
sincerely believed him, or at least thought that his restoration 
afforded a possibility, not to be neglected, of obtaining Persian 
aid, without which they despaired of the war. Such possibility 
would at least infuse spirit into the soldiers ; while the restora-
. on was now proposed without the terrible condition which 

d before accompanied it, of renouncing the democratical 
h p. nstitution . 
.,~\tjoi ij It was not without difficulty, however, nor until after more 

~
one assembly and discussion,3 that Thrasybulus prevailed 

o the armament to pass a vote of security and restoration to 
~· lkibiades. As Athenian citizens, the soldiers probably were 

1.1 ~uvilling to take upon them the reversal of a sentence solemnly 
'></" ~.ssed by the democratical tribunal, on the ground of irreligion 1, t< with suspicion of treason. They were however induced to 
'I .r pass the vote, after which Thrasybulus sailed over to the 

Asiatic coast, brought across Alkibiades to the island, and 
introduced him to the assembled armament. The supple 
exile, who had denounced the democracy so bitterly both at 

1 Thucyd. viii. 48. 
2 Thucydides does not expressly mention this communication-but it is 

implied in the words 'A71.t<<l3u1.~,w-lfo-p.evov 1rapi~ELv, &c. (viii. 76). 
Thucyd. viii. Sr. epao-Movll.os, &.el .,.. "Tijs a!J"Tiis -yvc!Jp.'YJS ix&p.e

" o s, E'lrEL~;q p.e"TIO''T7JO'E 'Td. 1rprf.-yp.a'Ta, lJJo-'Te t<a"Td-yetv 'A71.t<<f3td~7J"• Kal ,. Ill. o s 
cl7r' fKJCA:nulas l1J'r:tur: -rO 1rA7}8os TWv UTpa'TU»TWv, &c. 
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Sparta, and in his correspondence with the oligarchical 1 J.~ 
conspirators, knew well how to adapt himself to the sympathies\,~\'., 
of the democratical assembly now before him. He began by. I~ 
deploring the sentence of banishment passed against him, andf q( 
throwing the blame of it, not upon the injustice Of his COUntry- r-I 

men, but upon his own unhappy destiny.! He then entered \'(/' 
upon the public prospects of the moment, pledging himself 
with entire confidence to realise the hopes of Persian alliance, "\J 
and boasting in terms not merely ostentatious but even extrava- ~ 
gant, of the ascendent influence which he possessed over ~ 
Tissaphernes. The satrap had promised him (so the speech t"J 
went on) never to let the Athenians want for pay, as soon as V 
he once came to trust them ; not even if it were necessary to 
issue out his last daric or to coin his own silver couch into 
money. Nor would he require any further condition to induce 
him to trust them, except that Alkibiades should be restored 
and should become their guarantee. Not only would he 
furnish the Athenians with pay, but he would, besides, bring 
up to their aid the Phenician fleet, which was already at 
Aspendus-instead of placing it at the disposal of the Pelopon
nesians. 

In the communications 0f Alkibiades with Peisander and 
his coadjutors, Alkibiades had pretended that the Great 
King could have no confidence in the Athenians unless they 
not only restored him, but abnegated their democracy. On 
this occasion, the latter condition was withdrawn, and the 
confidence of the Great King was said to be more easily 
accorded. But though Alkibiades thus presented himself with 
a new falsehood, as well as with a new vein of political 
sentiment, his discourse was eminenlly successful. It answered 
all the various purposes which he contemplated-partly of 
intimidating and disuniting the oligarchical conspirators at 
home-partly of exalting his own grandeur in the eyes of the 
armament-partly of sowing mistrust between the Spartans and 
Tissaphernes. It was in such full harmony with both the 
reigning feelings of the armament-eagerness to put down the 
Four Hundred, as well as to get the better of their Pelopon
nesian enemies in Ionia-that the hearers were not disposed to 

1 Thucyd. viii. Sr. "'•vop.lvTJS ~~~ ~ICICA.TJtrias 'r~v ,.. lolav ~vp.cpopav 
'ri) S </> V"fiJ S ~ '11"!1 'T <J.tr ll'T 0 /C ala VWA 0 </> V p a'T 0 fJ 'AA.IC<fl<J.OTJS, &c. 

Contrast the different language of Alkibiad@s, vi. 92; viii. 47· 
For the word ~vp.cpopdv, compare i, 127. 
Nothing can be more false and perverted than the manner in which the 

proceedings of Alkibiades, during this period, are presented in the Oration 
of Isokrates de Bigis, sect. 18--23. 
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scrutinise narrowly the grounds upon which his assurances 
rested. In the fulness of confidence and enthusiasm, they 
elected him general along with Thrasybulus and the rest ; 
conceiving redoubled hopes of victory over their enemies both 
at Athens and at Miletus. So completely indeed were their 
imaginations filled with the prospect of Persian aid, against 
their enemies in Ionia, that alarm for the danger of Athens 
under the government of the Four Hundred became the 
predominant feeling ; and many voices were even raised in 
favour of sailing to Peineus for the rescue of the city. But 
Alkibiades, knowing well (what the armament did not know) 
that his own promises of Persian pay and fleet were a mere 
delusion, strenuously dissuaded such a movement, which would 
have left the dependencies in Ionia defenceless against the 
Peloponnesians. As soon as the assembly broke up, he crossed 
over again to the mainland, under pretence of concerting 
measures with Tissaphernes to realise his recent engagements. 

J: • Relieved, substantially though not in strict form, from the 
~.1\,:~~nalties of exile, Alkibiades was thus launched in a new 
~\iJ;,""kreer. After having first played the game of Athens against 
~,.,Sparta, next that of Sparta against Athens, thirdly that of 
~\•117Tissaphernes against both-he now professed to take up 
{~~gain the promotion of Athenian interests. . In .reality, 
~ ,however, he was, and had always been, playmg his own 
..,A\\;.<game, or obeying his own self-interest, ambition, or anti
.~ pathy. He was at this time eager to make a show of 
~ . intimate and confidential communication with Tissaphernes, in 

order that he might thereby impose upon the Athenians at 
Samos ; to communicate to the satrap his recent election as 
general of the Athenian force, that his importance with the 
Persians might be enhanced; and lastly, by passing backwards 
and forwards from Tissaphernes to the Athenian camp, to 
exhibit an appearance of friendly concert between the two, 
which might sow mistrust and alarm in the minds of the 
Peloponnesians. In this tripartite manreuvring, so suitable 
to his habitual character, lie was more or less successful ; 
especially in regard to the latter purpose. For though he 
never had any serious chance of inducing Tissaphernes to 
assist the Athenians, he did nevertheless contribute to alienate 
him from the enemy, as well as the enemy from him.l 

Without any longer delay in the camp of Tissaphernes than 
was necessary to keep up the faith of the Athenians in his 
promise of Persian aid, Alkibiades returned to Samos, where he 

1 Thucyd. viii. 82, 83, 87. 
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was found by the ten envoys sent by the Four Hundred from 
Athens, on their first arrival. These envoys had been long in 
their voyage ; having made a considerable stay at Delos, under ~ 
alarm from intelligence of the previous visit of Chrereas, and 

1
'\i 

the furious indignation which his narrative had provoked.l At~v--1 
length they reached Samos, and were invited by the generals to ft ~ 
make their communication to the assembled armament. They f' 
had the utmost difficulty in procuring a hearing-so strong was V .~ 
the antipathy against them-so loud were the cries that the . ,_ ~ 
subverters of the democracy ought to be put to death. Silence· f' 1 ' 

being at length obtained, they proceeded to state that the late \;-' 
revolution had been brought to pass for the salvation of the {•·'' 
city, and especially for the economy of the public treasure, by .,. 
suppressing the salaried civil functions of the democracy, and 
thus leaving more pay for the soldiers : 2 that there was no 
purpose of mischief in the change, still less of betrayal to the 
enemy, which might already have been effected, had such been 
the intention of the Four Hundred, when Agis advanced from 
Dekeleia up to the walls : that the citizens, now possessing the 
political franchise, were, not Four Hundred only, but Five 
Thousand in number, all of whom would take their turn in 
rotation for the places now occupied by the Four Hundred: 3 

1 Thucyd. viii. 77-86. 
2 Thucyd. viii. 86. El o€ fS •irrb .. wl.v Tl ~vv-d-rp.7}Tal, &a--re TOVS 

UTpa.TLdrro.s fxEnl 'Tpocp1w, 1rcl.vv ~1rawe"iv. 
This is a part of the answer of Alkibiad~s to the envoys, and therefore 

indicates what they had urged. 
3 Thucyd. viii. 86. Tw71 TE 11'<v-raKIG'XIil.lwv.li-rl 11'&.71-res €v -rrp p.lpe< p.eel

~ova-"', &c. I dissent from Dr. Arnold's construction of this passage, which 
is followed both by Poppo and by Goller. He says in his note-" The 
sense must clearly be, 'that all the citizens should be of the five thousand 
in their turn,' however strange the expression may seem, p.eel~ova-1 -rfiJv '!rev-ra
KIG'XIil.lwv. But without referring to the absurdity of the meaning, that all 
the Five Thousand should partake of the government in their tum-for they 
all partook of it as being the sovereign assembly-yet p.e-rlxe<v in this sense 
would require -rwv 1rpa-yp.d-rwv after it, and would be at least as harsh, 
standing alone, as in the construction of p.eel~ova-1 -rw71 '!rev-raKIG'XIil.lwv." 

Upon this I remark- I. Me-rlxe"' may be construed with a genitive case 
not actually expressed, but understood out of the words preceding ; as we 
may see by Thucyd. ii. 16, where I agree with the interpretation suggested 
by Matthia: (Gr. Gr. § 325), rather than with Dr. Arnold's note. 

2. In the present instance, we are not reduced to the necessity of gather
ing a genitive case for p.e-rlx«71 by implication out of previous phraseology : 
for the express genitive case stands there a line or two before-·dl s 11' 611. e w s, 
the idea of which is carried down without being ever dropped-ol o' 
a'!r~-y-ye/1./l.ov, &s oli-re f11'l Olacp8op~ Til s 11' 0 II. e "'s 7) p.e-r&.u-raG'IS -ylvoi'TO, &71.71.' 
hl G'WT7JP['t, o/18' Yva -ro'is '!rOil.<p.lo•s .,.apa~o8fi (i. e. 7) '7rOII.•s) .. , . -rfiJv TE 

'7rEPTaKIUXIII.iw71 li-r1 11'&.71-res € v -r <f p. € p e 1 p. e 8 I~ o v G' 171 (i. e. Tijs '71"0/l.ews). 
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that the recitals of Chrereas, affirming ill-usage to have been 
offered to the relatives of the soldiers at Athens, were utterly 
false and calumnious. 

Such were the topics on which the envoys insisted, in an 
r.: Alpologetic strain, at considerable length, but without any effect : · i? conciliating the soldiers who heard them. The general 

. _..;;:sentment against the Four Hundred was expressed by several 
· M>ersons present in public speech, by others in private manifest

' .. ,l l:ltion of feeling against the envoys : and so passionately was 
, . phis sentiment aggravated-consisting not only of wrath for 
·. / ~at the oligarchy had done, but of fear for what they might 
! ;?~o-that the proposition of sailing immediately to the Peirreus 
II ifwas revived with greater ardour than before. Alkibiades, who 
:"£•·;nad already once discountenanced this design, now stood for
~. ·:-ward to repel it again. Nevertheless all the plenitude of his CJJ influence, then greater than that of any other officer in the 
•' ~rmament, and seconded by the esteemed character as well as 
~I} the loud voice of Thrasybulus,1 was required to avert it. But 
~~r him it would have been executed. While he reproved and 
.JJ llenced those who were most clamorous against the envoys, he 

rr ook upon himself to give to the latter a public answer in the 
name of the collective armament. " We make no objection 
(he said) to the power of the Five Thousand : but the Four 
Hundred must go about their business, and reinstate the 
Senate of Five Hundred as it was before. We are much 
obliged for what you have done in the way of economy, so 
as to increase the pay available for the soldiers. Above all, 
maintain the war strenuously, without any flinching before the 
enemy. For if the city be now safely held, there is good hope 
that we may make up the mutual differences between us by 
amicable settlement; but if once either of us perish, either we 

There is therefore no harshness of expression; nor is there any absurdity 
of meaning, as we may see by the repetition of the very same in viii. 93-
AJ'Yov-res -ro.fJs TE 'JrEVTO.ICLCJ'XLA(ous lJ.7rocj>ave£v, l{al f IC T 0 6 T Ct' V € V p. ~ p E 1.1 fi ltv 
-ro'is 7rEVTO.ICll1'XtA.lots OoiC!l, TO Us T e T p a.IC o 0' [ o v s t 0' e u 8a t, &c. 

Dr. Arnold's designation of these Five Thousand as "the sovereign 
assembly'' is not very accurate. They were not an assembly at all: they had 
never heen called together, nor had anything been said about an intention 
of calling them together : in reality, they were but a fiction and a name
but even the Four Hundred themselves pretended only to talk of them as 
partners in the conspiracy and revolution, not as an assembly to be convoked 
-7r€V'TO.ICIO'X(ALOI-O[ 7rpc£UO'OV'T€S (viii. 72). 

As to the idea of bringing all the remaining citizens to equal privileges 
(in rotation) with the Five Thousand, we shall see that it was never 
broached until considerably after the Four Hundred had been put down. 

1 Plutarch, Alkibiades, c. 26. 
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here or you at home, there will be nothing left for the other to 
make up with."l ~~ 

With this reply he dismissed the envoys ; the armament • 1. 
reluctantly abandoning their wish of sailing to Athens. ¥)_,. 

Thucydides insists much on the capital service which Alkibi- ~-~ 
.ades then rendered to his country, by arresting a project which ~ ~ 
would have had the effect of leaving all Ionia and the Belles- \..It~ 
pont defenceless against the Peloponnesians. His advice \1 
doubtless turned out well in the result; yet if we contemplate"" ~ 
the state of affairs at the moment when he gave it, we shall be r 
inclined to doubt whether prudential calculation was not rathel\~L 
.against him, and in favour of the impulse of the armament. u/: 
For what was to hinder the Four Hundred from patching up a vi'>\ 
peace with Sparta, and getting a Lacedremonian garrison into ': 
Athens to help them in maintaining their dominion? Even " 
.apart from ambition, this was their best chance, if not their 
only chance, of safety for themselves : and we shall presently 
see that they tried to do it-being prevented from succeeding, 
partly indeed by the mutiny which arose against them at Athens, 
but still more by the stupidity of the Lacedremonians them
selves. Alkibiades could not really imagine that the Four 
Hundred would obey his mandate delivered to the envoys, and 
resign their power voluntarily. But if they remained masters 
{)f Athens, who could calculate what they would do-after 
having received this declaration of hostility fror.n Samos-not 
merely in regard to the foreign enemy, but even in regard to 
the relatives of the absent soldiers? Whether we look to the 
legitimate apprehensions of the soldiers, inevitable while their 
relatives were thus exposed, and almost unnerving them as to the 
hearty prosecution of the war abroad in their utter uncertainty 
with regard to matters at home-or to the chance of irreparable 
public calamity, greater even than the loss of Ionia, by the 
betrayal of Athens to the enemy-we shall be disposed to con
clude that the impulse of the armament was not merely natural, 
but even founded on a more prudent estimate of the actual 
chances, and that Alkibiades was nothing more than fortunate 
in a sanguine venture. And if, instead of the actual chances, 
we look to the chances as Alkibiades represented, and as 
the armament conceived them upon his authority-viz. that 
the Phenician fleet was close at hand to act against the 

1 Thucyd. viii. 86. Kal Tiilllla ~1dl\Evev &.v.,.lxE<v, 1<al p.7]1i€v ~vl'iti56vac To'is 
1roll•p.locs• 1rp~s p.€v "Yap acpiis aho&s aw(op.lv7}s .,.~s 11'6l\Ews 'll'oA.ll~w '"'ll'loa 
elvcu l<al ~vp.fJ~""'• el o€ li.'ll'a~ 'Tb €npov <!<J>o.ii.1J<Te'Ta<, 1) .,.~ '" ::$du'i' 1) ''"ei.vo 
oboe 3T<p l'ita/l.lla/'~<TE'Ta£ 'TIS r.,., raecr0o.c. ' 
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Lacedremonians in Ionia-we shall sympathise yet more 
with the defensive movement homeward. Alkibiades had an 
advantage over every one else, simply by knowing his own 
falsehoods. 

\ At the same assembly were introduced envoys from Argos, 
·-~~bearing a mission of recognition and an offer of aid to the 
)' Athenian Demos in Samos. They came in an Athenian tri
,Jo .reme, navigated by the Parali who had brought home Chrereas 
'J-'lin the Paralus from Samos to Athens, and had been then 
\~ansferred into a common ship of war, and sent to cruise about 
'\, •'1!:ubcea. Since that time, however, they had been directed to /J lQnvey Lrespodias, Aristophon, and Melesias,1 as ambassadors 
· {f:_om the Four Hundred to Sparta. But when crossing the 
;t Argolic Gulf, probably under orders to land at Prasire, they 

declared against the oligarchy, sailed to Argos, and there 
deposited as prisoners the three ambassadors, who had all been 
active in the conspiracy of the Four Hundred. Being then 
about to depart for Samos, they were requested by the Argeians 
to carry thither their envoys, who were dismissed by Alkibiades 
with an expression of gratitude, and with a hope that their aid 
would be ready when called for. 

~ ~ Meanwhile the envoys returned from Samos to Athens, 
IY'carrying back to the Four Hundred the unwelcome news of 
0heir total failure with the armament. A little before, it 
1 ~~pears, some of the trierarchs on service at the Hellespont had 
J'f ljeturned to Athens also-Eratosthenes, Iatrokles and others, 
~who had tried to turn their squadron to the purposes of the 

~
. archical conspirators, but had been baffled and driven off 

y the inflexible democracy of their own seamen. 2 If at Athens, 
tpe calculations of these conspirators had succeeded more 

rJ1iiumphantly than could have been expected beforehand
;,cteyerywhere else they had completely miscarried; not merely 
· :'ft.t Samos and in the fleet, but also with the allied dependencies. 
~~t;., the time when Peisander quitted Samos for Athens to con
f"{~mate the oligarchical conspiracy even without Alkibiades, 
t.•;pe :md others had gone round many of the dependencies and 

~~ ,Thucyd. viii. 86. It is very probable that the Mel~sias here men•".oned 
,_,~a~ the son of that Thucydid~s who was the leading political opponent of 
~~ Penkl~s. Mel~sias appears as one of the dramatis persona in Plato's 
rJ \dialogue called Laches. 

2 Lysias cont. Eratosthen. sect. 43, c. 9, p. 4I r Reisk. ov ')'ttp vvv 
1rporrov (Eratosthen~s) Ttj) iJp.eTip'f' 1rll.f,O .. Ttt ~vavTla ~1rpa~ev, &.ll.ll.tt Kal ~1rl 
'TWJI TETpaKocrlwv iv Ttj) crTpaTo7rtO'f' oll.toyapxlav Ka6tcrT?!s (peuoyev i~ 'Ell.li.?]Cf· 
1r&vTov Tpt-hpapxos JCaTa'A.t7rWP 71}71 vaV:v, p.eTO. ,la7p01!Aiovs Kal E-rJpwv . .... 
b.ptKOp.evos lie lievpo TavavTla To'is {3oull.op.ivots O?JJJ.OKpaTlav elva1 ~7rpaTT<. 
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had effected a similar revolution in their internal government, 
in hopes that they would thus become attached to the new 
oligarchy at Athens. But this anticipation (as Phrynichus had 
predicted) was nowhere realised. The newly-created oligarchies 
only became more anxious for complete autonomy than the 
democracies had been before. At Thasos especially, a body 
of exiles who had for some time dwelt in Peloponnesus were 
recalled, and active preparations were made for revolt, by new 
fortifications as well as by new triremes.1 Instead of strength
ening their hold on the maritime empire, the Four Hundred 
thus found that they had actually weakened it; while the pro
nounced hostility of the armament at Samos not only put an 
end to all their hopes. abroad, but rendered their situation at , ' 
home altogether precanous. .W"'\1 

From the moment when the coadjutors of Antiphon firste(j 
learnt, through the arrival of Chrereas at Athens, the proclama-~, 
tion of the democracy at Samos-discord, mistrust, and alarm rjJ'. 
began to spread even among their own members; together ~ 
with a conviction that the oligarchy could never stand except~ 
through the presence of a Peloponnesian garrison in Athens. ~ 
Antiphon and Phrynichus, the leading minds who directed the r.., • .J 
majority of the Four Hundred, despatched envoys to Sparta for J\J 
concluding peace (these envoys never reached Sparta, being~ 
seized by the Parali and sent prisoners to Argos, as above ~ 
stated). They further commenced the erection of a special 
fort at Eetioneia, the projecting mole which contracted and 
commanded, on the northern side, the narrow entrance of"'\. 
Peirreus. Against their proceedings, however, there began to 1'1(' 
arise, even in the bosom of the Four Hundred, an opposition 
m.inority affecting popular sentiment, among wnom -the most 
<:onspicuous persons were Theramenes and· Aristokrates.2 

Though these two men had stood forward prominently as 
contrivers and actors throughout the whole progress of the 
conspiracy, they had found themselves bitterly disappointed by 
the result. Individually, their ascendency with their colleagues 
was inferior to that of Peisander, Kallreschrus, Phrynichus, and 
others; while, collectively, the ill-gotten power of the Four 
Hundred was diminished in value, as much as it was aggravated 

1 Thucyd. viii. 64. 
2 Thucyd. viii. 89, 90. The representation of the character and motives 

of Theramen@s, as given by Lysias in the Oration contra Eratosthenem 
(Orat. xii. sect. 66, 67, 79; Orat. xiii. cont. Agorat. sect. 12-17), is quite 
in harmony with that of Thucydid@s (viii. 89): compare Aristophan. Ran. 
541-966; Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 27-30. 
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in peril, by the loss of the foreign empire and the aliena
tion of their Samian armament. Now began the workings 
of jealousy and strife among the successful conspirators, each 
of whom had entered into the scheme with unbounded 
expectations of personal ambition for himself-each had 
counted on stepping at once into the first place among the 
new oligarchical body. In a democracy (observes Thucydides) 
contentions for power and pre-eminence provoke in the un
successful competitors less of fierce antipathy and sense of 
injustice, than in an oligarchy; for the losing candidates 
acquiesce with comparatively little repugnance in the unfavour
able vote of a large miscellaneous body of unknown citizens; 
but they are angry at being put aside by a few known com
rades, their rivals as well as their equals: moreover at the 
moment when an oligarchy of ambitious men has just raised 
itself on the ruins of a democracy, every man of the conspira
tors is in exaggerated expectation-every one thinks himself 
entitled to become at once the first man of the body, and is 
dissatisfied if he be merely put upon a level with the rest. 1 

1 Thucyd. viii. 89. ~" a< 'TOV'TO P.EV crx'1/p.a "/I"OAL'TLH:Iw 'TOV AO")'OIJ au'Tois, 
H:a'T' l8las Of </JLAO'I"Lp.las oi "II"OAAOl au'TWV 'Trp 'TOLOV'Tq> 7rpocrlH:ELV'TO, ~" qJ11"€p leal 
p.rf.ll.ut'Ta bli.Loyapxla '"' 07Jp.O!<pa'Tias -yevop.lv7] lt11"0AAIJ'TCU. IIrf.vns -yl.p au87]
p.€p~v a.~wVO"tv oUx 0'11'"ooS i'uat, &Ai\.Ct. Kal7roi\.V 7rpi;,ToS aUTOs EKaCJ'TOS e1vat· ~K ae 
07Jp.01<pa'Tlas aiplcreros ")'L")'VOJJ.EV7JS, p~ov 'Ta a"ll"o{JaivoV'Ta, &is OUH: a"/1"0 'TWV 
Op.olwv, ~ll.acrcro6p.evos 'TLS cp<pe<. 

I give in the text what appears to me the proper sense of this passage, 
the last words of which are obscure : see the long notes of the commen
tators, especially Dr. Arnold and Poppo. Dr. Arnold considers 'TWV bp.olrov 
as a neuter, and gives the paraphrase of the last clause as follows:
"Whereas under an old established government, they (ambitious men of 
talent) are prepared to fail : they know that the weight of the government 
is against them, and are thus spared the peculiar pain of being beaten in a 
fair race, when they and their competitors start with equal advantages, and 
there is nothing to lessen the mortification of defe~~ot. 'A ... o Twv bp.olrov 
~ll.acrcro6p.evos, is, being beaten when the game is equal, when the terms of the 
match arr fair." 

I cannot concur in Dr. Arnold's explanation of these words, or of the 
general sense of the passage. He thinks that Thucydides means to affirm 
what applies generally "to an opposition minority when it succeeds in 
revolutionising the established government, whe~her the government be a 
democracy or a monarchy-whether the minority be an aristocratical party 
or a popular one." It seems to me, on the contrary, that the affirmation 
bears only on the special case of an oligarchical conspiracy subverting a 
democracy, and that the comparison taken is only applicable to the state of 
things as it stood under the preceding democracy. 

Next, the explanation given of the words by Dr. Arnold assumes that 
"to be beaten in a fair race, or when the terms of the match are fair," 
causes to the loser the maximum of pain and offence. This is surely not 
the fact; or rather, the reverse is the fact. The man who loses his cause 
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Such were the feelings of disappointed ambition, mingled 

with despondency, which sprang up among a minority of the 

or his election through unjust favour, jealousy, or antipathy, is more hurt 
than if he had lost it under circumstances where he could find no injustice 
to complain of. In both cases, he is doubtless mortified : but if there be 
injustice, he is offended and angry as well as mortified ; he is disposed to 
take vengeance on men whom he looks upon as his personal enemies. It 
is important to distinguish the mortification of simple failure, from the dis
content and anger arising out of belief that the failure has been unjustly 
brought about : it is this discontent, tending to break out in active opposi
tion, which Thucydid~s has present to his mind in the comparison which 
he takes between the state of feeling which precedes and follows the 
subversion. of the democracy. 

It appears to me that the words Twv bp.o[wv are masculine, and that they 
have reference (like ,-tf.vns and !O'ol in the preceding line) to the privileged 
minority of equal confederates who are supposed to have just got possession 
of the government. At Sparta, the word oi op.o101 acquired a sort of techni
cal sense to designate the small ascendent minority of wealthy Spartan 
citizens, who monopolised in their own hands political power, to the practi
cal exclusion of the remainder (see Xenoph. Hellen. iii. 3, 5 ; Xenoph. 
Resp. Lac. x. 7 ; xiii. I ; Demosth. cont. Lept. s. 88). Now these op.o1o• 
or peers, here indicated by ThucydiMs as the peers of a recently-formed 
oligarchy, are not merely equal among themselves, but rivals one with 
another, and persona!ly known to each other. It is important to bear in 
mind all these attributes as tacitly implied (though not literally designated 
or connoted) by the word op.ow1 or peers ; because the comparison instituted 
by Thucydides is founded on all the attributes taken together ; just as 
Aristotle (Rhetoric. ii. 8 ; ii. 13, 4), in speaking of the envy and jealousy 
apt to arise towards Tovs bp.olovs, considers them as lt.vnpaO'Tcf.s and 
0.V'TO/)'(lWtU'TcJ.s. 

The Four Hundred at Athens were all peers-equals, rivals, and person
ally known among one another-who had just raised themselve> by joint 
conspiracy to supreme power. Theramenes, one of the number, conceives 
himself entitled to pre-eminence, but finds that he is shut out from it ; the 
men who shut him out being this small body of known equals and rivals. 
He is inclined to impute the exclusion to personal motives on the part of 
this small knot-to selfish ambition on the part of each-to ill-will-to 
jealousy-to wrongful partiality : so that he thinks himself injured, and the 
sentiment of injury is embittered by the circumstance that those from whom 
it proceeds are a narrow, known, and definite body of colleagues. Whereas, 
if his exclusion had taken place under the democracy, by the suffrage of 
a large, miscellaneous, and personally unknown collection of citizens-he 
would have been far less likely to carry off with him a sense of injury. 
Doubtless he would have been mortified: but he would not have looked 
upon the electors in the light of jealous or selfish rivals, nor would they 
form a definite body before him for his indignation to concentrate itself 
upon. Thus Nikomachides-whom Sokrates (see Xenophon, Memor. 
iii. 4) meets returning mortified because the people had chosen another 
person and not him as general-would have been not only mortified, but 
angry and vindictive besides, if he had been excluded by a few peers and 
rivals. 

Such, in my judgement, is the comparison which Thucydides wishes to 
draw between the effect of disappointment inflicted by the suffrage of a 
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Four Hundred, immediately after the news of the proclamation 
of the democracy at Samos among the armament. Thera
menes, the leader of this minority-a man of keen ambiilon, 
clever but unsteady and treacherous, not less ready to desert 
his party than to betray his country, though less prepared for 
extreme atrocities than many of his oligarchical comrades
began to look out for a good pretence to disconnect himself 
from a precarious enterprise. Taking advantage of the delu
sion which the Four Hundred had themselves held out about 
the fictitious Five Thousand, he insisted that since the dangers 
that beset the newly-formed authority were so much more 
formidable than had been anticipated, it was necessary to 
popularise the party by enrolling and producing these Five 
Thousand as a real instead of a fictitious body. I 
numerous and miscellaneous body of citizens-compared with disappoint· 
ment inflicted by a small knot of oligarchical peers upon a competitor 
among their own number, especially at a moment when the expectations of 
all these peers are exaggerated, in consequence of the recent acquisition of 
their power. I believe the remark of the historian to be quite just ; and 
that the disappointment in the first case is less intense-less connected with 
the sentiment of injury-and less likely to lead to active manifestation of 
enmity. This is one among the advantages of a numerous suffrage. 

I cannot better illustrate the jealousies pretty sure to break out among a 
small number of lip.otot or rival peers, than by the description which Justin 
gives of the leading officers of Alexander the Great immediately after that 
monarch's death (Justin, xii. 2) :-

" Creterum, occiso Alexandre, non, ut lreti, ita et securi fuere, omnibus 
unum locum competentibus: nee minus milites invicem se timebant, quorum 
et libertas solutior et favor incertus erat. Inter ipsos vero cequalitas dis
cordiam au.r,ebat, nemine tantum creteros excedente, ut ei aliquis se 
submitteret. ' 

Compare Plutarch, Lysander, c. 23. 
Haack and Poppo think that op.olwv cannot be masculine, because cb· o 

Tow op.olwv i}l.aO"O"ovp.evos would not then be correct, but ought to be, fi1ro 
Twv bp.olwv t}\.aO"O'ovp.evos. I should dispute, under all circumstances, the 
correctness of this criticism ; for there are quite enough parallel cases to 
defend the use of a'lrO here (see Thucyd. i. 17; iii. 82; iv. II5 ; vi. 28, 
&c.). But we need not enter into the debate ; for the genitive Twv l>p.olwv 
depends rather upon .,.i;; &.1ro/3alvovTa which precedes, than upon iA.aO'O'oV
J.LEvos which follows ; and the preposition &.1ro is what we should naturally 
expect. To mark this I have put a comma after &.1ro/3alvovTa as well as 
after bp.olwv. 

To show that an opinion is not correct, indeed, does not afford certain 
evidence that Thucydid~s may not have advanced it : for he might be 
mistaken. But it ought to count as good presumptive evidence, unless the 
words peremptorily bind us to the contrary ; which in this case they do 
not. 

l Thucyd. viii. 86, 2. Of this sentence from cpof3ovp.evot down to 
Ka6tO"Tci.vat, I only profess to understand the last clause. It is useless to 
discuss the many conjectural amendments of a corrupt text, none of them 
satisfactory. 
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Such an opposition, formidable from the very outset, became ')V' 

still bolder and more developed when the envoys returned """ 
from Samos, with an account of their reception by the arma- ~w 
ment, as well as of the answer, delivered in the name of the ~ 
armament, whereby Alkibiades directed the Four Hundred to 
dissolve themselves forthwith, but at the same time approved "ti' 
of the constitution of the Five Thousand, coupled with the ~ 
restoration of the old senate. To enroll the Five Thousand at ().-' 
once, would be meeting the army half-way; and there were \;J 
hopes that at that price a compromise and reconciliation might :'{
be effected, of which Alkibiades had himself spoken as ~ 
practicable.1 In addition to the formal answer, the envoys 
doubtless brought back intimation of the enraged feelings 
manifested by the armament, and of their eagerness, uncon
trollable by every one except Alkibiades, to sail home forthwith 
and rescue Athens from the Four Hundred. Hence arose an 
increased conviction that the dominion of the latter could not 
last ; and an ambition, on the part of others as well as Thera
menes, to stand forward as leaders of a popular opposition 
against it, in the name of the Five Thousand. 2 

1 Thucyd. viii. 86-Sg. It is alleged by Andokid~s (in an Oration 
delivered many years afterwards before the people of Athens-De Reditu 
suo, sect. 10-15), that during this spring he furnished the armament at 
Samos with wood proper for the construction of oars-only obtained by the 
special favour of Archelaus king of Macedonia, and of which the armament 
then stood in great need. He further alleges, that he afterwards visited 
Athens, while the Four Hundred were in full dominion; and that 
Peisander, at the head of this oligarchical body, threatened his life for 
having furnished such valuable aid to the armament, then at enmity with 
Athens. Though he saved his life by clinging to the altar, yet he had to 
endure bonds and manifold hard treatment. 

Of these claims which Andokides prefers to the favour of the subsequent 
democracy, I do not know how much is true. 

2 Thucyd. viii. Sg. tTacJ>'ITTa:ro. II€ o.bToVs i1r~pe T?t. iv TV lei.~'!' Tov 
'AAI<<fJ<ci.oov itTxvp?t. ~liTO., /Cal 8TI o.tTo!s obi< ~o61CEI ~6111~011 TO T~S oll.<')la.pxla.s 
ftTetTOo.•. ~')IWVl(eTO oliv eTs ~ICO.ITTOS 1rp011Tci.T1)S TOV o~p.ov ttTEITOa •• 

This is a remarkable passage as indicating what is really meant by 
7rpotTTci.T1JS Tov li~p.ov-" the leader of a popular opposition." Theramen~s 
and the other persons here spoken of did not even mention the name of the 
democracy-they took up simply the name of the Five Thousand-yet they 
are still called wpotTTci.To.< Tov ii{Jp.ov, inasmuch as the Five Thousand were a 
sort of qualified democracy, compared to the Four Hundred. 

The words denote the leader of a popular party, as opposed to an oligar
chical party (see Thucyd. iii. 70; iv. 66; vi. 35), in a form of government 
either entirely democratical, or at least, in which the public assembly is 
frequently convoked and decides on many matters of importance. Thucy
dides does not apply the words to any Athenian except in the case now 
before us respecting Theramenes : he does not use the words even with 
respect to Kleon, though he employs expressions which seem equivalent to 
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.) Against this popular opposition, Antiphon and Phrynichus 

·•'{ ~rted themselves with demagogic assiduity to caress and keep 
~~;-fQgether the majority of the Four Hundred, as well as to 
\~phold their power without abridgement. They were noway 
1J. disposed to comply with this requisition that the fiction of the 
, f~ve Thousand should be converted into a reality. They knew 
"e~ell that the enrolment of so many partners 1 would be tanta
.4 mount to a democracy, and would be in substance at least, if 
hot in form, an annihilation of their own power. They had 
\;l*fw gone too far to recede with safety; while the menacing 
~ ~ti~ude of Samos, as well as the opposition growing up against 
~rlthem at home both within and without their own body, served 

only as instigation to them to accelerate their measures for 
pea~e with Sparta and to secvre the introduction of a Spartan 
garnson. 

With this view, immediately after the return of their envoys 
from Samos, the two most eminent leaders, Antiphon and 
Phrynichus, went themselves with ten other colleagues in all 
haste to Sparta, prepared to purchase peace and the promise 
of Spartan aid almost at any price. At the same time the 
construction of the fortress at Eetioneia was prosecuted with 
redoubled zeal; under pretence of defending the entrance of 
Peineus against the armament from Samos, if the threat of 
their coming should be executed-but with the real purpose of 
bringing into it a Lacedremonian fleet and army. For this 
latter object every facility was provided. The north-western 
corner of the fortification of Peirreus, to the north of the 
harbour and its mouth, was cut off by a cross wall reaching 
southward so as to join the harbour : from the southern end of 
this cross wall, and forming an angle with it, a new wall was 
built, fronting the harbour and running to the extremity of the 
mole which narrowed the mouth of the harbour on the northern 
side, at which mole it met the termination of the northern wall 

it (iii. 36 ; iv. 2! )-U.v~p O'f/p.a')'W')'Os !(aT' ~/(E'lPoP TOP xpiJPoP t;,p l(al Ttf 
1rii.~O" 7rtOavcfJTaTos, &c. This is very different from the words which he 
applies to Perikl~s-!;,v ')'?.p l!vva...-C:,..-a...-os ..-ow tcaO' ~avTDP tcallt')'WP .,.~" 
1roil. ,.,. da.v (i. 127). Even in respect to Nikias, he puts him in con
junction with Pleistoanax at Sparta, and talks of both of them as (]'1r.Vi5ovns 
..-a p.d.il.tO'Ta ..-~v -IJ"'t•P.ovla.v (v. 16). 

Compare the note of Dr. Arnold on vi. 35; and \Vachsmuth. Hellen. 
A!terth. i. 2, Beylage I, p. 435-438. 

1 Thucyd. viii. 92. TO J.I.EP ICaTaO'Ti}O'at J.I.€T6xovs 'TOO'OVTOVS, ltvntcpvs av 
l!ijp.ov -IJ"Yovp.<vot, &c. 

Aristotle (Polit. v. 5, 4) calls Phrynichus the demagogue of the Four 
Hundred ; that is, the person who most strenuously served their interests 
and struggled for their favour. 



Oligarchy of Four Hundred 57 
of Peirreus. A separate citadel was thus enclosed, defensible 
against any attack from Peirreus-furnished besides with 
distinct broad gates and posterns of its own, as well as with 
facilities for admitting an enemy within it. 1 The new cross 
wall was carried so as to traverse a vast portico or open market
house, the largest in Peirreus : the larger half of this portico 
thus became enclosed within the new citadel, and orders were 
issued that all the corn, both actually warehoused and hereafter 
to be imported into Peirreus, should be deposited therein and 
sold out from thence for consumption. As Athens was sus
tained almost exclusively on corn brought from Eubcea and 
elsewhere, since the permanent occupation of Dekeleia,-the 
Four Hundred rendered themselves masters by this arrange
ment of all the subsistence of the citizens, as well as of the 
entrance into the harbour ; either to admit the Spartans or 
exclude the armament from Samos. 2 

Though Theramenes, himself one of the generals named 
under the Four Hundred, denounced, in conjunction with his 
supporters, the treasonable purpose of this new citadel-yet the 
majority of the Four Hundred stood to thei.r resolution, so that 
the building made rapid progress under the superintendence 
of the general Alexikles, one of the most strenuous of the 
oligarchical faction.3 Such was the habit of obedience at 
Athens to an established authority, when once constituted
and so great the fear and mistrust arising out of the general 
belief in the reality of the Five Thousand, unknown auxiliaries 
supposed to be prepared to enforce the orders of the Four 
Hundred-that the people, and even armed citizen hoplites, 
went on working at the building, in spite of their suspicions as 
to its design. Though not completed, it was so far advanced 
as to be defensible, when Antiphon and Phrynichus returned 
from Sparta. They had gone thither prepared to surrender 

1 Thucyd. viii. go--gz. 'TO 'T€txos 'TOV'To, Kal 'll'vll.ioas lfxov, Kal ~IJ'ooovs, 
Kal ~'II'"<IJ'a-rw-yh 'TOW 7rOA€p.lwv, &c. 

I presume that the last expression refers to facilities for admitting the 
enemy either from the sea-side, or from the land-side-that is to say, from 
the nonh-western corner of the old wall of Peirreus, which formed one side 
of the new citadel. 

See Leake's Topographic Athens, p. 269, 270, Germ. trans!. 
2 Thucyd. viii. go. oupKoo6p:rwav lle Kal IJ''Totf.v, &c. 
I agree with the note in M. Didot's translation, that this portico, or halle 

open on three sides, must be considered as pre-existing; not as having been 
first built now, which seems to be the supposition of Colonel Leake, and 
the commentators generally. 

3 Thucyd. viii. gr, gz. 'Ali.E~tl(/l.ta, IT'Tpa'T'I/'YOV liv'Ta lK 'Ti)S oil.t-yapxlas 
~<ctl p.MtiT'Ta 1rpos 'Tolls ~.,.a.lpovs 'TE'Tpap.p.lvov, &c. 
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everything,-not merely their naval force, but their city itself
and to purchase their own personal safety by making the Lace
dremonians masters of Peirreus.1 Yet we read with astonish
ment that the latter could not be prevailed on to contract any 
treaty, and that they manifested nothing but backwardness in 
seizing this golden opportunity. Had Alkibiades been now play
ing their game, as he had been doing a year earlier, immediately 
before the revolt of Chios-had they been under any energetic 
leaders to impel them into hearty co-operation with the treason 
of the Four Hundred, who combined at this moment both the 
will and the power to place Athens in their hands, if seconded 
by an adequate force-they might now have overpowered their 
great enemy at home, before the armament at Samos could 

~ff,ave been brought to the rescue. 
v~ Considering that Athens was saved from capture only by the 

ackness and stupidity of the Spartans, we may see that the 
"J\. mament at Samos had reasonable excuse for their eagerness 

1 J~':J>r~viously manifested to come home; and that Alkibiades, in 
~ cpmbating that intention, braved an extreme danger which 
.... ~-nothing but incredible good fortune averted. Why the 

Lacedremonians remained idle, both in Peloponnesus and at 
Dekeleia, while Athens was thus betrayed and in the very 
throes of dissolution, we can render no account: possibly the 
caution of the Ephors may have distrusted Antiphon and 
Phrynichus, from the mere immensity of their concessions. All 
that they would promise was, that a Lacedremonian fleet of 
42 triremes (partly from Tarentum and Lokri)-now about to 
start from Las in the Laconian Gulf, and to sail to Eubcea on 
the invitation of a disaffected party in that island-should so 
far depart from its straight course as to hover near .iEgina and 
Peirreus, ready to take advantage of any opportunity for attack 
laid open by the Four Hundred.2 

Of this squadron, however, even before it rounded Cape Malea, 
Theramenes obtained intelligence, and denounced it as intended 
to operate in concert with the Four Hundred for the occupation 

1 Thucyd. viii. 91. 'AXA.a Kal Tovs 1roll.epJovs ~1Ta"fa:y6p.evo< li.vev .,..,xwv 
Kal vewv ~up./31)va<, Kal <hrwiTovv Ta .,.:qs 1r0ll.ews ~x•w, fl Tois !'• IT6;p.aiT< 
IT</JWV l£oE<a (IT'Ta<. 

Ibid. ~?rE<oi) ol ~" .,.:qs AaKeoalp.ovos 7rp11T/3e<s oilllev 1rpd~avTes &vexw
P7JITaP Tots ?rUIT< ~vp./3aTtK6v, &c. 

2 Thucyd. viii. 91. ;;, ol .,., Kal 'TOWV'TOV a?rb .,..,, 'Ti)V Ka'T7}f'oplav 
~x6wrwv, Kal ov 1rdvv li<a/3oll.i) p.6vov Tov li.O"jov. 

The reluctant language, in which Thucydides admits the treasonable 
concert of Antiphon and his colleagues with the Lacedremonians, deserves 
notice-also c. 94, .,. d X a ,... '" .,. ' /{a l a?rb ~Vf'ICE<p.~vov AOf'OV, &c. 
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of Eetioneia. Meanwhile Athens became daily a scene of 
greater discontent and disorder, after the abortive embassy 
and return from Sparta of Antiphon and Phrynidius. The 
coercive-ascendency of the Four Hundred was- silently dis
appearing, while the hatred which their usurpation had inspired, 
together with the fear of their traitorous concert with the public 
enemy, became more and more loudly manifested in men's 
private conversations, as well as in gatherings secretly got 
together within numerous houses; especially the house of the'\~ 
~eripolarch (the captain of the peripoli, or youthful hoplites \V~ 
who formed the chief police of the country). Such hatred was ,\..-'1~ 
not long in passing from vehement passion into act. Phrynichus, ~j 
as he left the Senate-house, was assassinated by two confederates, ?Jo 
one of them a peri pol us, or youthful hoplite, in the midst of the~~ 
crowded market-place and in full daylight. The man who v::. 
struck the blow made his escape, but his comrade was seized ~· 
and put to the torture by order of the Four Hundred: 1 he wast~'"., 
however a stranger, from Argos, and either could not or would ~lot" 
not reveal the name of any directing accomplice. Nothing was y· 
obtained from him except general indications of meetings and ~~1 (; 
wide-spread disaffection. Nor did the Four Hundred, being t' 
thus )eft without special evidence, dare to lay hands upon 
Theramenes, the pronounced leader of the opposition-as we 
shall find Kritias doing six years afterwards, under the rule 
of the Thirty. The assassins of Phrynichus remaining un
discovered and unpunished, Theramenes and his associates 
became bolder in their opposition than before. And the 
approach of the Lacedc:emoriian fleet under Agesandridas
which, having now taken station at Epidaurus, had made a 
descent on .tEgina, and was hovering not far off Peirc:eus, 
altogether out of the straight course for Eubrea-lent double 
force to all their previous assertions about the imminent dangers 
connected with the citadel at Eetioneia. 

Amidst this exaggerated alarm and discord, the general body 
of hoplites became penetrated with aversion, 2 every day increas
ing, against the new citadel. At length the hoplites of the tribe 
in which Aristokrates (the warmest partisan of Theramenes) was 
taxiarch, being on duty and engaged in the prosecution of the 
building, broke out into absolute mutiny against it, seized the 
person of Alexikles, the general in command, and put him 

1 Thucyd. viii. 91. The statement of Plutarch is in many respects 
different (Alkibiad@s, c. 25). 
' 2 Thucyd. viii. 92. TO oe p.e-y<UTov, Twv l1rl\tTWV TO UT"Lcpo~ TC!VTC! 
f:{3oVA.e'To. 
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under arrest in a neighbouring house ; while the peripoli, or i 
youthful military police, stationed at Munychia, under Hermon, 
abetted them in the proceeding.1 News of this violence was i 

, ·.r).. §PS eedily conveyed to the Four Hundred, who were at that 
,..,; i:t~IOment holding session in the Senate-house, Theramenes ' 
1\\1. vnimself being present. Their wrath and menace were at first J.Y ~en ted against him as the instigator of the revolt; a charge . 
. }\ :,~ainst which he could only vindicate himself by volunteering~i 
·;· • J;() go among the foremost for the liberation of the prisoner. Hf 
,_.-:"forthwith started in haste for the Peir~us, accompanied by on 
. of the generals his colleague, who was of the same politica 

sentiment as himself. A third among the generals, Aristarchus, 
one of the fiercest of the oligarchs, followed him, probably from , 
mistrust, together with some of the younger Knights (Horsemen · 
or richest class in the state) identified with the cause of the 
Four Hundred. The oligarchical partisans ran to marshal them
selves in arms-alarming exaggerations being rumoured, that 
Alexikles had been put to death, and that Peir~us was under 1 

armed occupation ; while at Peir~us the insurgents imagined i 
that the hoplites from the city were in full march to attack them. ~ 
For a time all was confusion and angry sentiment, which the/' 
slightest untoward accident might have inflamed into sanguinary 
civil carnage. Nor was it appeased except by earnest entreaty 
and remonstrance from the elder citizens (aided by Thucydides 
of Pharsalus, proxenus or public guest of Athens in his native 
town) on the ruinous madness of such discord when a foreign 
enemy was almost at their gates. 

~ The perilous excitement of' this temporary crisis, which 
'¥brought into full daylight every man's real political sentiments, 

~
oved the oligarchical faction, hitherto exaggerated in number, 

~ ··(}e far less powerful than had been imagined by their 
ponents. And the Four Hundred had found themselves too 

·~01 ch embarrassed how to keep up the semblance of their 
authority even in Athens itself, to be able to send down any 
considerable force for the protection of their citadel at Eetioneia; 
hough they were reinforced, only eight days before their fall, by 

at least one supplementary member, probably in substitution for 
)t some predecessor who had accidentally died.2 Theramenes, 

v.~~lutarch, Alkibiad. c. 26, represents Hermon as one of the assassins or· 
ehh;ichus. 

2 See Lysias, Orat. xx. pro Polystrato. The fact that Polystratus wa 
only eight days a member of the Four Hundred, before their fall, is repeatec. 
three distinct times in this Oration (c. 2, 4, 5, p. 672, 674, 679 Reisk.: 
and has all the air of truth. \ 
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on reaching Peiraeus, began to address the mutinous hoplites in 
a tone of simulated displeasure, while Aristarchus and his 
oligarchical companions spoke in the harshest language, and 
threatened them with the force which they imagined to be 
presently coming down from the city. But these menaces were 
met by equal firmness on the part of the hoplites, who even· 
appealed to Theramenes himself, and called upon him to say 
whether he thought the construction of this citadel was for the 
yood of Athens, or whether it would not be better demolished. 
1Iis opinion had been fully pronounced beforehand; and he 
eplied, that if they thought proper to demolish it, he cordially 

concurred. Without further delay, hoplites and unarmed people 
mounted pell-mell upon the walls, and commenced the demoli
tion with alacrity; under the general shout-" Whoever is for 
the Five Thousand in place of the Four Hundred, let him lend 
a hand in this work." The idea of the old democracy was in 
every one's mind, but no man uttered the word ; the fear of the 
imaginary Five Thousand still continuing. The work of demoli
tion seems to have been prosecuted all that day, and not to have 
been completed until the next day ; after which the hoplites 
released Alexikles from arrest, without doing him any injury. 1 

Two things deserve notice, among these details, as illustrat
ing the Athenian character. Though Alexikles was vehemently 
oligarchical as well as unpopular, these mutineers do no harm 
to his person, but content themselves with putting him under 
arrest. Next, they do not venture to commence the actual 
demolition of the citadel, until they have the formal sanction of 
Theramenes, one of the constituted generals. ' The strong habit 
of legality, implanted in all Athenian citizens by their democracy 
-and the care, even in departing from it, to depart as little as 
possible-stand plainly evidenced in these proceedings. 

The events of this day gave a fatal shock to the ascendency 
of the Four Hundred. Yet they assembled on the morrow as 
usual in the Senate-house ; and they appear, now when it was 
too late, to have directed one of their members to draw up a 
real list, giving body to the fiction of the Five Thousand.2 

1 Thucyd. viii. 92, 93· In the Oration of Demosthen~s (or Deinarchus) 
against Theokrines (c. 17, p. 1343) the speaker Epichares makes allusion 
'o this destruction of the fort at Eetioneia by Aristokrat~s, uncle of his 
:randfather. The allusion chiefly de5erv~s notice from the erroneous 
aention of Kritias and the return of the r?,emos from exile-betraying a 
.omplete confusion between the events in the time of the Four Hundred 
nd those in the time of the Thirty. 

2 Lysias, Orat. xx. pro Polystrato, c. 4, p. 675 Reisk. 
This task was confided to Polystn:ttus, a very recent member of the Four 
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Meanwhile the hoplites in Peirreus, having finished the levellin' • 
of the new fortifications, took the still more important step c •
entering, armed as they were, into the theatre of Dionysu ' 
hard by (in Peirreus, but on the verge of Munychia) and then 1 

holding a formal assembly; probably under the convocation of· 
the general Theramenes, pursuant to the forms of the· ante-: 
cedent democracy. They here took the resolution of adjourn
ing their assembly to the Anakeion, (or temple of Castor and 
Pollux, the Dioskuri,) in the city itself and close under the 
acropolis ; whither they immediately marched and established 
themselves, still retaining their arms. So much was the 
position of the Four Hundred changed, that they, who had 
on. the preceding day been on the aggressive against a spon
taneous outburst of mutineers in Peirreus, were now thrown 
upon the defensive against a formal assembly, all armed, in the 
city and close by their own Senate-house. Feeling themselves 
too weak to attempt any force, they sent deputies to the 
Anakeion to negotiate and offer concessions. They engaged 
to publish the list of The Five Thousand, and to convene them 
for the purpose of providing for the periodical cessation and: 
renewal of the Four Hundred, by rotation from the Five· 
Thousand, in such order as the la.tter themselves should de-' 
termine. But they entreated that time might be allowed for 
effecting this, and that internal peace might be maintained, 
without which there was no hope of defence against the enemy 
without. Many of the hoplites in the city itself joined the 
assembly in the Anakeion, and took part in the debates. The· 
position of the Four Hundred being no longer such as tc, 
inspire fear, the tongues of speakers were now again loosed,· 
and the ears of the multitude again opened-for the first timet 
since the arrival of Peisander from Samos, with the plan of the; 
oligarchical conspiracy. Such renewal of free and fearlest ~ 
public speech, the peculiar life-principle of the democracy, was' 
not less wholesome in tranquillising intestine discord, than in· 
Hundred, and therefore probably less unpopular than the rest. In his 
defence after the restoration of the democracy, he pretended to have under
taken the task much against his will, and to have drawn up a list contain
ing gooo names instead of 5000. 

It may probably have been in this meeting of the Four Hundred, that 
Antiphon delivered his oration strongly recommending concord-llepl• 
op.ovolas. All his eloquence was_ required just now, to bring back the 
oligarchical party, if possible, into united action. Philostratus (Vit. 
Sophistar. c. xv. p. 500, ed .. Olear.) expresses great admiration for this 
oration, which is several time'\; alluded to both by Harpokration and 
Suidas. See Westermann, Gesch. der Griech. Beredsamkeit, Beilage ii. 
P· 276. 
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Heightening the sentiment of COmmon patriotism against the 

~ >reign enemy.1 The assembly at length dispersed, after 
aming an early future time for a second assembly, to bring 

· .bout the re-establishment of harmony, in the theatre of £A 
Dionysus. 2 r ~ 

On the day, and at the hour, when this assembly in the~ :.;: 
theatre of Dionysus was on the point of coming together, the V ,l: 
news ran through Peineus and Athens, that the forty-two~\'-"' ~ 
triremes under the Lacedremonian Agesandridas, having re- ~'\P 
cently quitted the harbour of Megara, were sailing along the(').~ 
coast of Salamis in the direction towards Peirreus. Such anx"- ~ 
event, while causing universal consternation throughout the., V, 
city, confirmed all the previous warnings ofTheramenes as to the \vv. '\ol 
:reasonable destination of the citadel recently demolished, and •. :V 
every one rejoiced that the demolition had been accomplished ty 
just in time. Foregoing their intended assembly, the citizens 
rushed with one accord down to Peirreus, where some of them 
took post to garrison the walls and the mouth of the harbour 
-others got aboard the triremes lying in the harbour
lathers, again, launched some fresh triremes from the boat
rhouses into the water. Agesandridas rowed along the shore, 
!near the mouth of Peirreus ; but found nothing to promi~e con-
cert within, or tempt him to the intended attack. Accordingly, 
he passed by and moved onward to Sunium in a southerly 
direction. Having doubled the cape of Sunium, he then 
turned his course along the coast of Attica northward, halted 

'for a little while between Thorikus and Prasire, and presently 
:ook station at Or6pus. 3 

Though relieved when they found that he passed by 
Peirreus without making any attack, the Athenians knew that 
1is destination must now be against Eubrea; which to them 
·~;as hardly less important than Peirreus, since their main sup
plies were derived from that island. Accordingly they put to 
sea at once with all the triremes which could be manned and 
got ready in the harbour. But from the hurry of the occasion, 

i coupled with the mistrust and dissension now reigning, and the 

, 1 Thucyd. viii. 93· To II€ 1rav '~~'"-i16os orow O?r"-<orwv, a1ro 1ro;>..;>..wv ~eal 
·wpos ?ro;>..;>..ovs ;>..o-ywv -y<-yvop.,vwv, f}1rt~orepov ijv ~ 1rp&orepov, 
~1eal ~cpofleioro p.rl.;>..urora 1repl orov 1ravor~s 7rOA<T<ICov. 
I 2 Thucyd. yiii. 93· ~vv•x~p7Jcrav II€ II!cror' ~s 7J p.lpav p1/or:qv 
1 €J(KA7111lcw 1TOt~uat €v ..,.q; ..6.wvuulrp 7r€p~ OJJ.ovolas. 
1 The definition of time must here allude to the morrow, or to the day 

I 
following the morrow : at least it seems impossible that the city could be 
left longer than this interval without a government. 

. 3 Thucyd. viii. 94· 



History of Greece I 
absence of their great naval force at Samos-the crews mustered 
were raw and ill-selected, and the armament inefficient. PolY, 
stratus, one of the members of the Four Hundred, perhap~ 
others of them also, were aboard; men who had an interest i~ 
defeat rather than victory.! Thymochares the admiral con1 
ducted them round Cape Sunium to Eretria in Eubcea, wher~ 
he found a few other triremes, which made up his whole fieeti 
to thirty-six sail. . i 

He had scarcely reached the harbour and disembarked,, 
when, without allowing time for his men to procure refresh-! 
ment-he found himself compelled to fight a battle with the: 
forty-two ships of Agesandridas, who had just sailed across, 
from Or6pus, and was already approaching the harbour. This: 
surprise had been brought about by the anti-Athenian party in 

(\ Eretria, who took care, on the arrival of Thymochares, that no' 
~li.J; provisions should be found in the market-place, so that his, 
~-'\\lv men were compelled to disperse and obtain them from houses' 
\j:~ a; the extremity of the town ; while at the same time a signal 
~twas hoisted, visible at Or6pus on the opposite side of the strai~·t, 
('~,w· '~s than seven miles broad), indicating to Agesandridas th 
'? ~tmLcise moment for bringing his fleet across to the attack, wit 
\l \~eir crews fresh after the morning meal. Thymochares, o 
~4.-.\ ;dt!eing the approach of the enemy, ordered his men aboard ;

1 ~l1Ut to his disappointment, many of them were found to be sol 
o/ li~Rtr off that they could not be brought back in time-so that he\ 
"'tv"'~ was compelled to sail out and meet the Peloponnesians withJ 

ships very inadequately manned. In a battle immediately out1 
side of the Eretrian harbour, he was, after a short contest\ 
completely defeated, and his fleet driven back upon the shore; 
Some of his ships escaped to Chalkis, others to a fortified pos\ 
garrisoned by the Athenians themselves not far from Eretria~ 
yet not less than 22 triremes, out of the whole 36, fell into th 
hands of Agesandridas, and a large proportion of the crew 
were slain or made prisoners. Of those seamen who escaped, 
too, many found their death from the hands of the Eretrians, 
into whose city they fled for shelter. On the news of this battle, 
not merely Er~tria, but also all Eubcea (except Oreus in the 

1 Lysias, Orat. xx. pro Polystrato, c. 4, p. 676 Reisk. 
From another passage in this oration, it would seem that Polystratus wa~ 

in command of the fleet-possibly enough, in conjunction with Thymo
char@s, according to a common Athenian practice (c. 5, p. 679). His son 
who defends him affirms that he was wounded in the battle. 1 Diodorus (xiii. 34) mentions the discord among the crews on board these[ 
ships under Thymochares; almost the only point which we Jearn from hi~ 
meagre notice of this interesting period. · 
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north of the island, which was settled by Athenian Kleruchs) 
declared its revolt from Athens, which had been intended more 
than a year before-and took measures for defending itself in yt/ 
concert with Agesandridas and the Bc:eotians.1 • 

Ill could Athens endure a disaster, in itself so immense and ~"f. 
aggravated, under the present distressed condition of the city .• ~' 
Her last fleet was destroyed; her nearest and most precious\'(~.~ 
island torn from her side; an island which of late had yielded V .:Q 
more to her wants than Attica itself, but which was now about to ~~ ' 
become a hostile and aggressive neighbour.2 The previous~· ~ 
revolt of Eubc:ea, occurring thirty-four years before during the '~; 
maximum of Athenian power, had been even then a terrible blow ..r ~ 
to Athens, and formed one of the main circumstances which K~tl. 
forced upon her the humiliation of the Thirty years' truce. t.' 
But this second revolt took place when she had not only no ..h 

means of reconquering the island, but no means even of. \,or· 
defending Peirreus against the blockade by the enemy's fleet. ~ '.' 

The dismay and terror excited by the news at Athens was 
unbounded; even exceeding what had been felt after the 
Sicilian catastrophe, or the revolt of Chios. There was no 
second reserve now in the treasury, such as the thousand 
talents which had rendered such essential service on the last
mentioned occasion. In addition to their foreign dangers, the 
Athenians were further weighed down by two intestine calami
ties in themselves hardly supportable-alienation of their own 
fleet at Samos, and the discord, yet unappeased, within their 
own walls; wherein the Four Hundred still held provisionallv 
the reins of government, with the ablest and most unscrupulou-s. 
leaders at their head. In the depth of their despair, the 
Athenians expected nothing less than to see the victorious fleet 
of Agesandridas (more than sixty triremes strong, including the 
recent captures) off the Peineus, forbidding all importation, and 
threatening them with approaching famine, in combination with 
Agis at Dekeleia. The enterprise would have been easy, for 
there were neither ships nor seamen to repel him ; and his 
arrival at this critical moment would most probably have 
enabled the Four Hundred to resume their ascendency, with the 
means as well as the disposition to introduce a Lacedremonian 

1 Thucyd. viii. 5; viii. 95· 
2 Thucyd. viii. 95· To show what Eubrea became at a later period, see 

Demosthen€s, De Fats. Legat. c. 64, p. 409-'Ta lv EMolct KaTaaKEVct· 
a67)a6JJ.eva ~PJJ.'1JT-hp<a J.p' flJJ.U.s, &c. ; and Demosthen€s, De Corona, c. 
7I-ll,..\ovs 1;' 71 6ci..\aaact {r:ro Twv ~" ,.~s Ev/3ola.s ~pp.wp.evwv .\rwrw:~ 
~~k . 

YOL. VIII, D 
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garrison into the city.1 And though the arrival of the Atheniar 
fleet from Samos would have prevented this extremity, yet i 
could not have arrived in time, except on the supposition oi 
a prolonged blockade. Moreover the mere transfer of the 
fleet from Samos to Athens would have left Ionia and the 
Hellespont defenceless against the Lacedcemonians and Per
sians, and would have caused the loss of all the Athenian 
empire. Nothing could have saved Athens, if the Lacedce
monians at this juncture had acted with reasonable vigour, 
instead of confining their efforts to Eubcea, now an easy and 
certain conquest. As on the former occasion, when Antiphon 
and Phrynichus went to Sparta prepared to make any sacrifice 
for the purpose of obtaining Lacedcemonian aid and accommo
dation-so now, in a still greater degree, Athens owed her 
salvation only to the fact that the enemies actually before her 
were indolent and dull Spartans-not enterprising Syracusans 
under the conduct of Gylippus.2 And this is the second 
occasion (we may add) on which Athens was on the brink of 
ruin in consequence of the policy of Alkibiades in retaining 

\ l). the armament at Samos. m Fortunately for the Athenians, no Agesandridas appeared off· 
·"t\ . .1 Peirceus; so that the twenty triremes, which they contrived · 

to man as a remnant for defence, had no enemy to repel.3 • 

~ Ajoordingly the Athenians \\~ere allowed to enjoy an interval 
dJ ~ repose which enabled them to recover partially both from · 

~~· nsternation and from intestine discord. It was their first 
vr . ;; i]boceeding, when the hostile fleet did not appear, to con

~.ene a public assembly, and that too in the Pnyx itself; the 
t_..\.-"jZltabitual scene of the democratical assemblies, well calculated oy to re-inspire that patriotism which had now been dumb and i 
·"' smouldering for the last four months. In this assembly the 

tide of opinion ran vehe.mently against the Four Hundred.4 

1 Thucyd. viii. 96. MaAICT'Ta o' a~'TOVS Kal ot' ~/'/'V'Ta'TOV t8op6!3EL, d ol 
7roAJt-uot ToAp.{Jffovtrt vevtK'11K6-res eb80s crcpWv E?1rl T~V IletpatCi ~pf}p.ov l>vTa. veWv 
1rAelv- Kal8crov o~K iJo?J tv6p.t(ov a~ToVs 1rape!vat. d01rep l!.v, el ToAp.?Jp6-
Tepo< iicrav, pctoiws &.v ~1roi?]crav· Kal 'I) otl<TT?J<rav &.v ~.,., p.iiAAov 

"T1,v 1r6i\LV lcpopp.oUwres, ~ d ErroJu6p1wvv p.'POVTes, Kal T2ts &1r, 'Iwvlas vails 
i]v&-yKacrav &.v f3o?J81Jcrat, &c. 

2 Thucyd. viii. 96; vii. ZI-55· 8 Thucyd. viii. 97· 
4 It is to this assembly that I refer, with confidence, the remarkable dia

logue of contention between Peisander and Sophokles, one of the Athenian 
Probfrli, mentioned in Aristotel. Rhetoric. iii. r8, 2. There was no other 
occasion on which the Four Hundred were ever publicly thrown upon their, 
defence at Athens. . i 

This was not Sophokles the tragic poet, but another person of the same ' 
;name, who appears afterwards as one of the oligarchy of Thirty. 
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Even those, who (like the Board of Elders entitled ProbO.li) 
1ad originally counselled their appointment, now denounced 
:hem along with the rest, though severely taunted by the 
.:>ligarchical leader Peisander for their inconsistency. \ Votes 
were finally passed-r. To depose the Four Hundred-2.· To 
place the whole government in the hands of Tile Five 
Thousand-3. Every citizen, who furnished a panoply either 
for himself or for any one else, was to be of right a member of 
this body of The Five Thousand-4. No citizen was to receive 
pay for any political function, on pain of becoming solemnly 
tccursed, or excommunicated.1 Such were the points determined 

' 1 Thucyd. vin. 97. Kal ~J<J<li.1}Uiav ~VPEJI.eyov, ,u.lav p.~P evBvs .,.6.,.. 7rpon-OP 
~S' T1]JI nVvKa KO.A.DUfJ-€V1JV, oinrep Kal liA.AoTE elW9ecra.v, Ev ?i7rep Kal Tobs Terpa.
coulovs J<<t'Ta7ravuaP'TES .,. o 1 s 1r e ,.,. a K tuX t ll.l o t s ~o/ncpluaP'To .,.(, 1rp&:yp.a'Ta 
rapaliovvat· elva t 1i ~ a{,.,. w v, 0'11" & u ot 1<al li 1r ll.a .,. apE X o P'T at• 1<al 
uu8bv p.'l')liEva cpEpew, p.'l')oep.t~ &.pxj), ei o~ p.-1), ~ ... dpaToP brotf,uavTo. 
EylyvovTo liE 1<al !<Mat vu'Tfpov 1ru1<Pal lKKll.'l')u!at, &.rp' &v 1<al v o }.L o 8 E 7' as 
cal Ti!.ll.ll.a ~o/'l'J'f>luavTo ls T~P '7i"Oll.tTdav. 

In this passage I dissent from the commentators on two points. First, 
hey understand this number Five Thousand as a real definite list of citizens, 
:ontaining 5000 names, neither more nor less. Secondly, they construe 
•oJ.LooEnxs, not in the ordinary meaning which it bears in Athenian constitu
ionallanguage, but in the sense of ~vyyparpe'is (c. 67), "_persons to model 
he constitution, corresponding to the ~vyypacpeis appointed by the aristo· 
-ratical party a little before "-to use the words of Dr. Arnold. 

As to the first point, which is sustained also by Dr. Thirlwall (Hist. Gr. 
:h. xxviii. vol. iv. p. sr, znd ed.), Dr. Arnold really admits what is the 
;round of my opinion, when he says-" Of course the number of citizens 
apable of providing themselves with heavy arms must have much exceeded 
;ooo: and it is said in the defence of Polystratus, one of the Four Hundred 
Lysias, p. 67 5 Reisk. ), that he drew up a list of 9000. But we must sup
>Ose that all who could furnish heavy arms were eligible into the number of 
he 5000, whether the members were fixed on by lot, by election, or by 
otation; as it had been proposed to appoint the Four Hundred by rotation 
>ut of the Five Thousand (viii. 93)." ~ 

Dr. Arnold here throws out a supposition which by no means conforms to 
he exact sense of the words of Thucydides-elva• o~ avTwv, o1r6uot Kal o1rll.a 
·apExwrat. These words distinctly signity, that all who furnished heavy 
.rms should be if the Five Thousand; should be/om; of ri;;ht to that body: 
vhich is something different from bei~t;; C:igib!t into the number of Five 
~housand, either by lot, rotation, or otherwise. The language of Thucy
lides, when he describes (in the passage referred to by Dr. Arnold, c. 93) 
~e projecte~ formatio1_1 of the Four, Hun~red by rot;tion ~ut of the ~ive 
. housand, 1s very dJfferent-Kal £K TovTwv iv p.•pet Tovs T<Tpa~eouwus 
ueu6at, &c. M. Boeckh (Public Economy of Athens, b. ii. ch. 21, p. z68, 
~ng. Tr.) is not satisfactory in his description of this event. 

The idea which I conceive of the Five Thousand, as a number existing 
rom the commencement only in talk and imagination, neither realised nor 
~tended to be realised-coincides with the full meaning of this passage of 
~hucydides, as well as with everything which he had before said about 
ilem. 
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by the first assembly held in the Pnyx. The Archons, the Senate 
of Five Hundred, &c., were renewed: after which many other 
assemblies were also held, in which Nomothet<e, Dikasts, and 
other institutions essential to the working of the democracy, 
were constituted. Various other votes were also passed ; 
especially one, on the proposition of Kritias, seconded by 
Theramenes,1 to restore Alkibiades and some of his friends 

I will here add that 07rOlTot g,.Aa 1raplxowra1 means persons furnishing 
arms either for themselves alone, or for others also (Xenoph. Hellen. iii. 
4. IS). 

As to the second point, the signification of vop.oel.,.as, I stand upon the 
general use of that word in Athenian political language: see the explanation 
earlier in this History, vol. vi. ch. xlvi. It is for the commentators to produce 
some justification of the unusual meaning which they assign to it-" persons 
to model the constitution-commissioners who drew up the new constitu· 
tion," as Dr. Arnold, in concurrence with the rest, translates it. Until 
some justification is produced, I venture to believe that vop.o8hat is a word 
which would not be used in that sense with reference to nominees chosen by 
the democracy, and intended to act with the democracy : for it implies 
a final, decisive, authoritative determination-whereas the ~vyypa<f>e1s or 
"commissioners to draw up a constitution," were only invested with the 
function of submitting something for approbation to the public assembly or 
competent authority; that is, assuming that the public assembly remained 
an efficient reality. 

Moreover the words ""1 .,.(i;~.;~.a would hardly be used in immediate 
sequence to vop.o8lras if the latter word meant that which the commentators 
suppose:-" Commissioners for framing a constitution and the other things 
towards the constitution." Such commissioners are surely far too prominent 
and initiative in their function to be named in this way. Let us add, that 
the most material items in the new constitution (if we are so to call it) have 
a!readl been distinctly specified as settled by public vote, before these 
vop.o8ETat are even named. 

It is import'lnt to notice, that even the Thirty, who were named six year< 
afterwards to draw up a constitution, at the moment when Sparta was mis
tress of Athens and when the people were thoroughly put down, are not 
called vop.o8lTat, but are named by a circumlocution equivalent to ~vyypa<f>els 
......!'EIJo~e 'Trf li{jp.rp, rpu!"ovra ll.vlipas ~AllT8cu, ot rots 7raTplovs v&p.ovs ~v·y 
-ypdl/JovlTt, J(a;(}' aDs 1rOAITE0lTOVlTl.-Aipeelvns ll/; ~</>' rf'I"E cv')'')'pttl/Ja;t v&p.ovs 
lfc.(J' oVcrTtvas woA.tTEV(J'OLJITO, To{rrovs f.L~JI &.e~ fp.€i\.Aov ~vyyp&cpetJI TE ~eal &m·o .. 
lietKvOvat, &c. (Xenophon, Hellen. ii. 3, 2-II). Xenophon calls Kritias and 
Charikl<~s the Nomothetre of the Thirty (Memor. i. 2, 30), but this is not 
democracy. 

For the signification of vop.oelnts (applied most generally to Solon, some
times to others either by rhetorical looseness or by ironical taunt) or vop.o-, 
el.,.at, a numerous body of persons chosen and sworn-see Lysias cont. , 
Nikomach. sect. 3, 33, 37 ; Andokides de Mysteriis, sect. 81-85, c. 14, p. 1 
38-where the Nomothetre are a sworn body of Five Hundred, exercising' 
conjointly with the senate the function of accepting or rejecting the laws 
proposed to them. 

1 Plutarch, Alkibiades, c. 33· Cornelius Nepos (Alkibiad. c. 5, and Dio
dorus, xiii. 38-42) mentions Theramenes as the principal author of the 
decree for restoring Alkibiades from exile. But the precise words of the 
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from exile ; while messages were further despatched, both to 
him and to the armament at Samos, doubtless confirming the 
recent nomination of generals, apprising them of what had 
recently occurred at Athens, as well as bespeaking their full 
concurrence and unabated efforts against the common enemy. h ~ 

Thucydides bestows marked eulogy upon the general spirit of .N"\ 
. moderation and patriotic harmony which now reigned at Athens, ~ 
and which directed the political proceedings of the people.! ~ 
But he does not countenance the belief (as he has been some- \f 
times understood), nor is it true in point of fact-that they Of': 
now introduced a new constitution. Putting an end to they,,t' 
oligarchy, and to the rule of the Four Hundred, they restored 

1 1 
.. 

the old democracy, seemingly with only two modifications- ~Y 
first, the partia1 limitation of the right of suffrage-next, the \-JI 
discontinuance of all payment for political functions. The \(1~ 
impeachment against Antiphon, tried immediately afterwards, 
went before the Senate and the Dikastery, exactly according to 
the old democratical forms of procedure. But we must presume 
that the Senate, the Dikasts, the N omothetre, the Ekklesiasts 
(or citizens who attended the assembly), the public orators who 
prosecuted state-criminals or defended any law when it was 
impugned-must have worked for the time without pay. 

Moreover the two modifications above mentioned were of 
little practical effect. The exclusive body of Five Thousand 
citizens, professedly constituted at this juncture, was neither 
exactly realised, nor long retained. It was constituted, even 
now, more as a nominal than as a real limit ; a nominal total, 
yet no longer a mere blank as the Four Hundred had originally "'\f 
produced it, but containing in~eed a number of individual~• 
names greater than the total, and without any assignable line \
of demarcation. The mere fact, that every one who furnished a • , 
panoply was entitled to be of the Five Thousand-and not V· 
they alone, but others besides 2-shows that no care was taken ~,~ 

elegy composed by Kritias, wherein the latter vindicates this proceeding to"fo'' 
hin,,elf, are cited by Plutarch, and are very good evidence. Doubtless 
many of the leading men supported, and none opposed, the proposition. 

l Thucyd. viii. 97. Kal o~x ~IW1'1"a 0~ 'l"OV 7rpW'l"OJ' xp6vov brl -y< ~p.ov 'Ae11-
va'io< <j>aivov.,-a< <0 'II"OA<n{urav'l"ES' p.erp[a "Yap ~ 'l"E ~S 'l"OVS o]l.£-yovs Kal 'l"OVs 
'II"OAADVS !V"fl<pa<TIS l-y'v<ro, 1<a! ~K 'II"OP'f/pi:JP 'l"WP 7rpa-yp.dnJV "fEIIOfJ.{Pwll 'l"OVTO 
7rpw.,-ov &.v.fw<"fi<E 'l"tJ~ 'II"OA<V. 

I refer the reader to a note on this passage in one of my former volumes, 
and on the explanation given of it by Dr. Arnold (see vol. v. ch. xlv. ). 

2 The words of Thucydides ('iii. 97)-<lva< 1)/, ab.,-6Jv, lm6<To< 1<al 1171".\a 
7rap,xov.,-a<-show that this body was not composed exclusively of those who 
furni,hed panoplies. It could never have been intended, for example, to 
exclude the Hippeis or Knights. 
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to adhere either to that or to any other precise number. If we 
may credit a speech composed by Lysias,1 the Four Hundred 
had themselves (after the demolition of their intended fortress 
at Eetioneia, and when power was passing out of their hands) 
apr:ointed a committee of their number to draw up fqr the first 
time a real list of The Five Thousand : and Polystratus, a 
member of that committee, takes credit with the succeeding 
democracy for having made the list comprise nine thousand 
names instead of five thousand. As this list of Polystratus (if 
indeed it ever existed) was never either published or adopted, I 
merely notice the description given of it to illustrate my position, 
that the number Five Thousand was now understood on all 
sides as an indefinite expression for a suffrage extensive, but 
not universal. The number had been first invented by Antiphon 
and the leaders of the Four Hundred, to cloak their own usurpa
tion and intimidate the democracy: next, it served the purpose , 
of Theramenes and the minority of the Four Hundred, as a 
basis on which to raise a sort of dynastic opposition (to use 
modern phraseology) within the limits of the oligarchy-that 
is, without appearing to overstep principles acknowledged by the 
oligarchy themselves: lastly, it was employed by the demo
cratical party generally as a convenient middle term to slide 
back into the old system, with as little dispute as possible ; for 
Alkibiades and the armament had sent word home that they 
adhered to the Five Thousand, and to the abolition of salaried 
civil functions. 2 

ut exclusive suffrage of the so-called Five Thousand, 
ecially with the expansive numerical construction now 
pted, was of little value either to themselves or to the 

lttate; 3 while it was an insulting shock to the feelings of the 
r ~xcluded multitude, especially to brave and active seamen like 
,1\,J).Xthe Parali. Though prudent as a step of momentary transition, 

c.ould not stand, nor was any attempt made to preserve it in 
~ p manence-amidst a community so long accustomed to uni
~ersal citizenship, and where the necessities of defence against 
\i the enemy called for energetic efforts from all the citizens. 
~V Even as to the gratuitous functions, the members of the Five 

,pr Thousand themselves would soon become tired, not less than 

~
tpe poorer freemen, of serving without pay, as senators or in 

~ her ways : so that nothing but absolute financial deficit 

- ~,~J · Lysias, Orat. xx. pro Polystrato, c. 4, p. 67 5 Reisk. I 
IJi' '2 Thucyd. viii. 86. . 

·_ rl\ 3 T~uc~d. viii. 92- 'TO p.'Ev Ka'TaD''T~o·a· J.'E'TOXOVS 'TO<fOV'TOVS, lfvnotpvs av 
r <ijJ.<OV 7J'-yOVJ.'EVOI1 &c. 

t 
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would prevent the re-establishment, entire or partial, of the 
pay. And that deficit was never so complete as to stop the 
disbursement of the Diobely, or distribution of two oboli to 
each citizen on occasion of various religious festivals. Such 
distributipn continued without interruption; though perhaps 
the number of occasions on which it was made may have been 
lessened.1 

How far, or under what restriction, any re-establishment of 
civil pay obtained footing during the seven years between the 
Four Hundred and the Thirty, we cannot say. But leaving 
this point undecided, we can show, that within a year after the 
deposition of the Four Hundred, the suffrage of the so-called 
Five Thousand expanded into the suffrage of all Athenians 
without exception, or into the full antecedent democracy. A 
memorable decree, passed about eleven months after that event 
-at the commencement of the archonship of Glaukippus (June 
or July 410 B.c.) when the Senate of Five Hundred, the Dikasts~~ 
and other civil functionaries were renewed for the coming year,~ 
pursuant to the ancient democratical practice-exhibits to us 1 

the full democracy not merely in action, but in all the glow of 
feeling called forth by a recent restoration. It seems to have.-ci." 
been thought that this first renewal of archons and other-(:' 
functionaries, under the revived democracy, ought to be (1" 
stamped by some emphatic proclamation of sentiment, analogous \r'~ 
to the solemn and heart-stirring oath taken in the preceding 
year at Samos. Accordingly Demophantus proposed and 
carried a (psephism or) decree,2 prescribing the form of an 
oath to be taken by all Athenians to stand by the democratical 
constitution. 

The terms of his psephism and oath are striking. " If any 
man subvert the democracy at Athens, or hold any magistracy 
after the democracy has been subverted, he shall be an enemy 
of the Athenians. Let him be put to death with impunity, 

1 See the valuable financial inscriptions in M. Boeckh's Corpus Inscrip
tionum, part i. nos. r47, I48, which attest considerable disbursements for 
the Diobely in 41o-409 B.C. 

Nor does it seem that there was much diminution during these same years 
in the private expenditure and ostentation of the Choregi at the festivals 
and other exhibitions: see the Oration xxi. of Lysias-'A,.-o;l.o'Yla Lh;po
Bo!<las--c. I, 2, p. 698-700 Reiske. 

2 About the date of this psephism or decree, see Boeckh, Staatshaushalt
ung der Athener, vol. ii. p. •68 (in the comment upon sundry inscriptions 
appended to his work, not included in the English translation by Sir G. 
Lewis); also Meier, De Bonis Damnatorum, sect. ii. p. 6-ro. Wachsmuth 
erroneously places the date of it after the Thirty-see Hellen. Alterth. ii. 
ix. p. 267. 
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and let his property be confiscated to the public, with the 
reservation of a tithe to Athene. Let the man who has killed 
him, and the accomplice privy to the act, be accounted holy 
and of good religious odour. Let all Athenians swear an oath 
under the sacrifice of full-grown victims, in their respective 
tribes and demes, to kill him.l Let the oath be as follows :
'I will kill with my own hand, if I am able, any man who 
shall subvert the democracy at Athens, or who shall hold any 
office in future after the democracy has been subverted, or 
shall rise in arms for the purpose of making himself a despot, 
or shall help the despot to establish himself. And if any one 
else shall kill him, I will account the slayer to be holy as 
respects both gods and demons, as having slain an enemy of 
the Athenians. And I engage, by word, by deed and by vote, 
to sell his property and make over one-half of the proceeds to 
the slayer, without withholding anything. If any man shall 
perish in slaying or in trying to slay the despot, I will be 
kind both to him and to his children, as to Harmodius and 
Aristogeiton and their descendants. And I hereby dissolve 
and release all oaths which have been sworn hostile to the 
Athenian people, either at Athens, or at the camp (at Samos) 
or elsewhere.' 2 Let all Athenians swear this as the regular 
oath immediately before the festival of the Dionysia, with 
sacrifice and full-grown victims ; s invoking upon him who 
keeps it, good things in abundance,-but upon him who 
breaks it, destruction for himself as well as for his family." 

1 Andokid@s de Mysteriis, sect. 95-99 (c. 16, p. 48 R.)-'0 8' a?roKTeivas 
.. ~, TCZUTCZ ?rOI~O'CZVTa, Kal 0 uvp./3ou71.e6uas, liO"IOS (rnw Kal evay/Js. 'Op.OO'CZI 
15' 'A8'1/VCZiovs lJ.?rCZVTCZS 1<a8' /epwV TE71.e[wv, KCZTii <J>u71.0.s Kal KaTii 
15 ~ p. 0 us, Ct?rOKTEiVEIV .. ~, TCZUTCZ ?rOI~O'CZVTCZ. 

The comment of Sievers (Commentationes.De Xenophontis Hellenicis, 
Berlin, 1833, pp. 18, 19) on the events of this time, is not clear. 

2 Andokid@s de Mysteriis, sect. 95-99 (c. 16, p. 48 R.) 'o,&uo• 8' lipKo< 
~p.r/;p.ovTal 'A8~VTJO'IV ~ lv Trf O'TpCZTO?r,8rp ~ /1.71.71.v8[ ?rOV lvav.-lo1 Trf 15~p.rp 
TWV > A8'1Valwv, 71.6w Kal a<J>l'1P.'· 

To what particular anti-constitutional oaths allusion is here made, we 
cannot tell. All those of the oligarchical conspirators, both at Samos and 
at Athens, are doubtless intended to be abrogated: and this oath, like that 
of the armament at Samos (Thucyd. viii. 7 5), is intended to be sworn by 
every one, including those who had before been members of the oligarchical 
conspiracy. Perhaps it may also be intended to abrogate the covenant 
sworn by the members of the political clubs or ~vvwp.oula1 among them
selves, in so far as it pledged them to anti-constitutional acts (Thucyd. viii. 
54-8!. 

8 Andokides de Mysteriis, sect. 95-99 (c. 16. p. 48 R.) Tauora 15~ ~p.ou&.v
orwv 'A8'1va"io1 1rJ.vores 1<a8' /epwv ore}l.e[wv, T~V vOp.tp.OII lipKoV, 1rp~ 
Ll.wvuO"lwv, &c. 
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Such was the remarkable decree which the Athenians not 

only passed in senate and public assembly, less than a year 
after the deposition of the Four Hundred, but also caused to 
be engraved on a column close to the door of the Senate-house. 
It plainly indicates, not merely that the democracy had returned, 
but an unusual intensity of democratical feeling along with it. 
The constitution whrch all the Athenians thus swore to main· 
tain by the most strenuous measures of defence, must have 
been a constitution in which all Athenians had political rights 
-not one of Five Thousand privileged persons excluding the 
rest. 1 This decree became invalid after the expulsion of the 
Thirty, by the general resolution then passed not to act upon 
any laws passed before the archonship of Eukleides, unless 
specially re-enacted. But the column, on which it stood 
engraved, still remained, and the words were read upon it 
at least down to the time of the orator Lykurgus, eighty yearsw~, \ ;J 
afterwards. 2 lo('. · 

The mere deposition of the Four Hundred, however, and the A 1 
transfer of political power to the Five Thousand, which took~--~ 
place in the first public assembly held after the defeat off 
Eretria-was sufficient to induce most of the violent leaders 
of the Four Hundred forthwith to leave Athens. Peisander, 
Alexikles, and others, went off secretly to Dekeleia; 8 Aristarchus ~ 
alone made his flight the means of inflicting a new wound upon LV" 
his country. Being' among the number of the generals, he . ?~ 
availed himself of this authority to march-with some of the .':;t . 
rudest among those Scythian archers, who did the police duty of 

1 Those who think that a new constitution was established (after the 
deposition of the Four Hundred) are perplexed to fix the period at which 
the old democracy was restored. K. F. Hermann and others suppose, 
without any special proof, that it was restored at the time when Alkibiade& 
returned to Athens in 407 B.C. See K. F. Hermann, Griech. Staats. 
Alterthiimer, s. 167, not. 13. 

2 Lykurgus, adv. Leokrat. sect. 131, c. 31, p. 225: compare Demosthen. 
adv. Leptin. sect. IJ8, c. 34, p. 506. 

If we wanted any proof, how perfectly reckless and unmeaning is the 
mention of the name of Solon by the orators, we should find it in this. 
passage of Andokides. He calls this psephism of Demophantus a law of 
Solon (sect. g6): see above in this History, ch. xi. 

8 Thucyd. viii. g8. Most of these fugitives returned six years afterwards, 
after the battle of .tEgospotami, when the Athenian people again became 
subject to an oligarchy in the persons of the Thirty. Several of them 
beca.me members of the senate which worked under the Thirty (Lysias. 
cont. Agorat. sect. 8o, c. 18, p. 495). 

Whether Aristoteles and Charikles were among the number of the Four 
Hundred who now went into exile, as Wattenbach affirms (De Quadrin
gent. Ath. Factione, p. 66), seems not clearly made out. 

D 2 
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the city-to CEnoe on the Bc:eotian frontier, which was at that 
moment under siege by a body of Corinthians and Bc:eotians 
united. Aristarchus, in concert with the besiegers, presented 
himself to the garrison, and acquainted them that Athens and 
Sparta had just concluded peace, one of the conditions of 
which was that CEnoe should be surrendered to the Bc:eotians. 
He therefore, as general, ordered them to evacuate the place, 
under the benefit of a truce to return home. The garrison, 
having been closely blocked up, and kept wholly ignorant of 
the actual condition of politics, obeyed the order without 
reserve ; so that the Bc:eotians acquired possession of this 
very important frontier position-a new thorn in the side of 
~ens, besides Dekeleia.1 

p:; ~Thus was the Athenian democracy again restored, and the 
vorce between the city and the armament at Samos terminated, 

, 9-fter an interruption of about four months by the successful 
;~onspiracy of the Four Hundred. It was only by a sort of 
t mirade-or rather by the incredible backwardness and stupidity 
~of her foreign enemies-that Athens escaped alive from this 
~ nefarious aggression of her own ablest and wealthiest citizens. 
~That the victorious democracy should animadvert upon and 
d'j.•('H,mish the principal actors concerned in it-who had satiated 
~jFl.eir own selfish ambition at the cost of so much suffering, 
f'.a.nxiety, a?d peril, to their c~untry-was nothing more than 
; ngorous JUStice. But the circumstances of the case were 
f"::peculiar: for the counter-revolution had been accomplished 
,11 ~tly by the aid of a minority among the Four Hundred 
yt~~mselves-Theramenes, Aristokrates, and others, together 

with the Board of Elders called Probilli-all of whom had 
been, at the outset, either principals or accomplices in that 
system of terrorism and assassination, whereby the democracy 
had been overthrown and the oligarchical rulers established 
in the Senate-house. The earlier operations of the conspiracy, 
therefore, though among its worst features, could not be 
exposed to inquiry and trial, without compromising these 
parties as fellow-criminals. Theramer.es evaded the difficulty, 
by selecting for animadversion a recent act of the majority of 
the Four Hundred, which he and his partisans had opposed, 
and on which therefore he had no interests adverse either to 
justice or to the popular feeling. He stood forward to impeach 
the last embassy sent by the Four Hundred to Sparta--sent 
with instructions to purchase peace and .. lliance at almost any 

1 Thucyd. viii. 89-90. 'ApirYTapxos, il.v'l]p ~v Tots p.rf.A<rYTa Kal ~" 1rA<irYTou 
..EvavTlos -rqJ 0-{jp.qJ, &c. 



Oligarchy of Four Hundred 75 
price-and connected with the construction of the fort at 
Eetioneia for the reception of an enemy's garrison. This act 
of manifest treason, in which Antiphon, Phrynichus, and ten 
other known envoys were concerned, was chosen as the special 
matter for public trial and punishment, not less on public 
grounds than with a view to his own favour in the renewed 
democracy. But the fact that it was Theramenes who thus 
denounced his old friends and fellow-conspirators, after having 
lent hand and heart to their earlier and not less guilty deeds
was long remembered as a treacherous betrayal, and employed _. 
in after-days as an excuse for atrocious injustice against himself.l t 

Of the twelve envoys who went on this mission, all except · 
Phrynichus, Antiphon, Archeptolemus, and Onomakles, seem ' 
to have already escaped to Dekeleia or elsewhere. Phrynichus V 
(as I have mentioned a few pages above) had been assassinated 'r 
several days before. Respecting his memory, a condemnatory . 
vote had already been just passed by the restored Senate of \.' 
Five Hundred, decreeing that his property should be confis
cated and his house razed to the ground ; and conferring the 
gift of citizenship, together with a pecuniary recompense, on 
two foreigners who claimed to have assassinated him. 2 The 

1 Lysias cont. Eratosthen. c. II, p. 427, sect. 66-68. BovA.o,uevos a~ 
(Theramenes) Trf O,UETEprp 1rA.'h6et 71:1<TThs aoJ<etv •lva.<, 'AVT«J>wwra. tca.l 'Apxe-
1rTIJA.Ep.ov, cf>t'J\:r&rovs 6vTas a.UTtjJ, KaTr}'yopWv O:rriK'TEtvev· els 'TOO'OtiTov ~€ Katdas 
;j;>..Oev, C,crTE fl,ua p.~v a1a T~V 7rphs ~tceivovs ?T(CTTW O,UUS ICO.TeaovA.WCTO.TO, a,(. 
a~ 'T~V 7rphs b,uiis TOVS cpiA.ovs C1.1rWA€CT€V, 

Compare Xenophon, Hellen. ii. 3, 30-33. 
2 That these votes, respecting the memory and the death of Phrynichus, 

preceded the trial of Antiphon-we may gather from the concluding words 
of the sentence passed upon Antiphon : see Plutarch, Vit. X. Oratt. p. 384 
B.: compare Schol. Aristoph. Lysistr. 313. 

Both Lysias and Lykurgus, the orators, contain statements about the 
death of Phrynichus which are not in harmony with Thucydides. Both 
these orators agree in reporting the names of the two foreigners who claimed 
to have slain Phrynichus, and whose claim was allowed by the people after
wards, in a formal reward and vote of citizenship-Thrasybulus of Kalydon 
-Apollodorus of Megara (Lysias cont. Agorat. c. 18, p. 492; Lykurg. 
cont. Leokrat. c. 29, p. 217). 

Lykurgus says that Phrynichus was assassinated by night "near the foun
tain hard by the willow·trees": which is quite contradictory to Thucydides, 
who states that the deed was done in daylight, and in the market-place. 
Agoratus, against whom the speech of Lysias is directed, pretended to have 
been one of the assassins, and claimed reward on that score. 

The story of Lykurgus, that the Athenian people, on the proposition of 
Kritias, exhumed and brought to trial the dead body of Phrynichus, and 
that Aristarchus and Alexikles were put to death for undertaking its defence 
-is certainly in part false, and probably wholly false. Aristarchus was 
then at CEnoe, Alexikles at Dekeleia. 
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other three, Antiphon, Archeptolemus, and Onomakles, 1 were 
presented in name to the Senate by the generals (of whom 
probably Theramenes was one) as having gone on a mission 
to Sparta for purposes of mischief to Athens, partly on board 
an enemy's ship, partly through the Spartan garrison at 
Dekeleia. Upon this presentation, doubtless a document of 
some length and going into particulars, a senator named 
Andron moved,-That the generals, aided by any ten senators 
whom they may choose, do seize the three persons accused, 
and hold them in custody for trial :-That the Thesmothetre 
do send to each of the three a formal summons, to prepare 
themselves for trial on a future day before the Dikastery, on 
the charge of high treason-and do bring them to trial on the 
day named; assisted by the generals, the ten senators chosen 
as auxiliaries, and any other citizen who may please to take 
part, as their accusers. Each of the three was to be tried 
separately, and if condemned, was to be dealt with according 
to the penal law of the city against traitors, or persons guilty 
of treason. 2 

Though all the three persons thus indicated were in Athens, 
or at least were supposed to be there, on the day when this 
resolution was passed by the Senate, - yet before it was 
executed, Onomakles had fled ; so that Antiphon and Arche
ptolemus only were imprisoned for trial. They too must have 
had ample opportunity for leaving the city, and we might have 
presumed that Antiphon would have thought it quite as 
necessary to retire as Peisander and Alexikles. So acute a 
man as he, at no time very popular, must have known that 
now at least he had drawn the sword against his fellow-citizens 
in a manner which could never be forgiven. However, he 
chose voluntarily to stay: and this man, who had given orders 
for taking off so many of the democratical speakers by private 
assassination, received from the democracy, when triumphant, 
full notice and fair trial, on a distinct and specific charge. 
The speech which he made in his defence, though it did not 
procure acquittal, was listened to, not merely with patience, 
but with admiration; as we may judge from the powerful and 

1 Onomakl~s had been one of the colleagues of Phrynichus, as general of 
the armament in Ionia, in the preceding autumn (Thucyd. viii. 25). 

In one of the Biographies of Thucydides (p. xxii. in Dr. Arnold's edition) 
it is stated that Onomakles was executed along with the other two : but the 
document cited in the Pseudo-Plutarch contradicts this. 

2 Plutarch, Vit. X. Oratt. p. 834 : compare Xenophon, Hellenic. i. 7, 22. 
Apolexis was one of the accusers of Antiphon: see Harpokration, v. 

'lTa<TLWT'I/S• 
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lasting effect which it produced. Thucydides describes it as 
the most magnificent defence against a capital charge, which 
had ever come before him ; 1 and the poet Agathon, doubtless 
a hearer, warmly complimented Antiphon on his eloquence; 
to which the latter replied, that the approval of one such 
discerning judge was in his eyes an ample compensation for 
the unfriendly verdict of the multitude. Both he and Arche
ptolemus were found guilty by the Dikastery and condemned 
to the penalties of treason. They were handed over to the 
magistrates called the Eleven (the chiefs of executive justice 
at Athens) to be put to death by the customary draught of 
hemlock. Their properties were confiscated : their houses 
were directed to be razed, and the vacant site to be marked by 
columns, with the inscription-" The residence of Antiphon 
the traitor-of Archeptolemus the traitor." They were not 
permitted to be buried either in Attica or in any territory 
subject to Athenian dominion. 2 Their children, both legiti
mate and illegitimate, were deprived of the citizenship; and 
the citizen, who should adopt any descendant of either of 
them, was to be himself in like manner disfranchised. 

Such was the sentence passed by the Dikastery, pursuant to 
the Athenian law of treason. It was directed to be engraved 
on the same brazen column as the decree of honour to the 
slayers of Phrynichus. From that column it was transcribed, 
and has thus passed into history.3 

1 Thucyd. viii. 68; Aristotel. Ethic. Eudem. iii. 5· Kal abT6s TE 

(' AvTt.pwv )-li.ptcrTa .paivETat Twv p.lxp< Ep.oiJ, lnr€p abTwv Tofrrwv a1Tta0•ls-
8avci.Tov oi1C7)V Ct11'0A0/'7)0'ci.p.•vos-" And he too for himse!f," &c. Thucydides 
had just before stated that Antiphon rendered the most valuable service as 
an adviser to other litigants, but that he seldom spoke before the people or 
the Dikastery himself. The words 1<al abT6s .,.., following immediately, 
set forth his great efficiency when he did for once plead his own cause. 

Rtihnken seems quite right (Dissertat. De Antiphont. p. 818 Reisk.) in 
considering the oration 1r•pl p.•Tacrnf.cr•ws to be Antiphon's defence of 
himself-though Westermann (Geschichte der Griechisch. Beredsamkeit, 
p. 277) controverts this opinion. This oration is alluded to in several of 
the articles in Harpokration. 

2 So, Themistokles, as a traitor, was not allowed to be buried in Attica 
(Thucyd. i. 138; Cornel. Nepos. Vit. Themistocl. ii. ro). His friends are 
said to have brought his bones thither secretly. 

3 It is given at length in Pseudo-Plutarch, Vit. X. Oratt. pp. 833, 834. 
It was preserved by Ca~cilius, a Sicilian and rhetorical teacher, of the 
Augustan age ; who possessed sixty orations ascribed to Antiphon, twenty
five of which he considered to be spurious. 

Antiphon left a daughter, whom Kallzeschrus sued for in marriage 
pursuant to the forms of law, being entitled to do so on the score of near 
relationship (E7rEOt~<ci.cra1'o 1. Kallzeschrus was himself one of the Four 
Hundred-perhaps a brotner of Kritias. It seems singular that the legal 
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~:;ow many of the Four Hundred oligarchs actually came to 

trial or were punished, we have no means of knowing; but 
~there is ground for believing that none were put to death 
A fJ1 

cept Antiphon and Archeptolemus-perhaps also Aristarchus, 
~ betrayer of CEnoe to the Bceotians. The latter is said to 
;-Jtia been formally tried and condemned : 1 though by what 

accident he afterwards came into the power of the Athenians, 
after having once effected his escape, we are not informed. 
The property of Peisander (he himself having escaped) was 
confiscated, and granted either wholly or in part as a recom
pense to Apollodorus, one of the assassins of Phrynichus : 2 

probably the property of the other conspicuous fugitive olig
archs was confiscated also. Polystratus, another of the Four 
Hundred, who had only become a member of that body a few 
days before its fall, was tried during absence (which absence 
his defenders afterwards accounted for by saying that he had 
been wounded in the naval battle off Eretria) and heavily 
fined. It seems that each of the Four Hundred was called on 
to go through an audit and a trial of accountability (according 
to the practice general at Athens with magistrates going out of 

power of suing at law for a female in marriage, by right o{ near kin (Tov 
<hn5tta!(E<r8a<), could extend to a female disfranchised and debarred from 
all rights of citizenship. 

If we may believe Harpokration, Andron (who made the motion in the 
Senate for sending Antiphon and Archeptolemus to trial) had been himself 
a member of the Four Hundred oligarchs, as well as Theramenes (Harp. 
v. "Av5pwv). 

The note of Dr. Arnold, upon that passage (viii. 68) wherein Thucydides 
calls Antiphon &.pETji ou5ubs li<rT<pos-" inferior to no man in virtue"
well deserves to be consulted. This passage shows in a remarkable 
manner, what were the political and private qualities which determined 
the esteem of Thucydides. It shows that his sympathies went along with 
the oligarchical party ; and that while the exaggerations of opposition 
speakers or demagogues, such as those which he imputes to Kleon and 
Hyperbolus, provoked his bitter hatred-exaggerations of the oligarchical 
warfare, or multiplied assassinations, did not make him like a man the 
worse. But it shows at the same time his high candour in the narration 
of facts ; for he gives an undisguised revelation both of the assassinations, 
and of the treason, of Antiphon. 

1 Xenoph. Hellenic. i. 7, 28. This is the natural meaning of the 
passage ; though it may also mean that a day for trial was named, but that 
Aristarchus did not appear. Aristarchus may possibly have been made 
prisoner in one of the engagements which took place between the garrison 
of Dekeleia and the Athenians. The Athenian exiles in a body established 
themselves at Dekeleia and carried on constant war with the citizens at 
Athens : see Lysias, De Bonis Niche Fratris, Or. xviii. ch. 4, p. 604 ; 
Pro Polystrato, Orat. xx. c. 7, p. 688; Andokides de Mysteriis, c. 17, 

P· 2 5~ysias, De Olea Sacra, Or. vii. ch. 2, p. 263 Reisk. 
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office). Such of them as did not appear to this trial were 
condemned to fine, to exile, or to have their names recorded 
as traitors. But most of tho:;e who did appear seem to have 
been acquitted, partly, we are told, by bribes to the Logistre 
or auditing officers-though some were condemned either to 
fine or to partial political disability, along with those hoplites who 
had been the most marked partisans of the Four Hundred./ 

1 "Quadringentis ipsa dominatio fraudi non fuit ; imo qui cum Thera· 
mene et Aristocrate steterant, in magno honore habiti sunt: omnibus aut em 
rationes reddendoe fuerunt ; qui solum vertissent, proditores judicati sunt, 
nomina in publico proposita" (Wattenbach, De Quadringentorum Athenis 
Factione, p. 65). 

From the psephism of Patrokleid~s (passed six years subsequently, after 
the battle of .!Egospotamos) we learn that the names of such among the 
Four II undred as did not stay to take their trial, were engraved on pillars 
distinct from those who were tried and condemned either to fine or to 
various disabilities-Andokid~s de Mysteriis, sect. 75-78-Kal 8ua 6v6p.a-ra 
.,.;;,, n-rpaKoulwv Ttvos EYJ'E')'pa7TTat, 1) /l;>.A.o .,., '1rEpl Twv lv TV oA.•')'apxlq, 
7rpaxB€v.,-wv luTt wov ')'<')'pap.p.evov, wA.i)v 6w6ua €v u.,-.fJA.au /'E'l'P"".,."' 
Twv p.1) lvBcilie p.etvc!.v.,-wv, &c. (these last names, as the most criminal, 
were excepted from the amnesty of Patrokleides). 

We here see that there were two categories among the condemned Four 
Hundred :-I. Those who remained to stand the trial of accountability, and 
were condemned either to a fine which they could not pay, or to some 
positive disability. z. Those who did not remain to stand their trial, and 
were condemned par contumace. 

Along with the first category we find other names besides those of the 
Four Hundred, found guilty as their partisans-/lA.A.o .,., (6vop.a) w<pl -rwv ~~~ 
TV o/\•')'apxl'f 1rpaxBev-rwv. Among these partisans we may rank the soldiers 
mentioned a little before, sect. 75-o! u-rpanw-ra•, oTs g.,., ~7rep.e•vav ~"l 
'rWv rupdvvwv ~v Tfj 1r6Aet, ..,.(t p.~v lfA.Aa 1fv rl."'TEp To'is lL\Aots 'Tr'oA(Ta.ts, 
el11"<LV o' lv Ttf 0~}1-'1' OVK e~fjv avTols avo€ .Bou/\<vuat-where the preposition 
<l1rl seems to signify not simply contemporaneousness, but a sort of intimate 
connexion, like the phrase brl 1rpou-rc!.-rov olK<tP (see Matthire, Gr. Gr. sect. 
584; KUhner, Gr. Gr. sect. 6I I). 

The oration of Lysias pro Polystrato is on several points obscure : but we 
make out that Polystratus was one of the Four Hundred who did not come 
to stand his trial of accountability, and was therefore condemned in his 
absence. Severe accusations were made against him, and he was falsely 
asserted to be the cousin, whereas he was in reality only fellow demot, of 
Phrynichus (sect. 20, 24, I I). The defence explains his non-appearance by 
saying that he had been wounded at the battle of Eretria, and that the trial 
took place immediately after the deposition of the Four Hundred (sect. I4, 
24). He was heavily fined, and deprived of his citizenship (sect. I5, 33, 
38). It would appear that the fine was greater than his property could 
discharge : accordingly this fine, remaining unpaid, would become charge· 
able upon his sons after his death, and unless they could pay it, they would 
come into the situation of insolvent public debtors to the state, which would 
debar them from the exercise of the rights of citizenship, so long as the debt 
remained unpaid. But while Polystratus was alive, his sons were not 
liable to the state for the payment of his fine ; and they therefore still 
remained citizens and in the full exercise of ilieir rights, though he was 
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cgd"distinctly as. we make out the particular proceedings of 

I'J"t Athenian people at this restoration of the democracy, we 
\1 · now from Thucydides that their prudence and moderation 
I' ere exemplary. The eulogy, which he bestows in such 
..ri~mphatic terms upon their behaviour at this juncture, is 
···)indeed doubly remarkable : 1 first, because it comes from an 
f exile, not friendly to the democracy, and a strong admirer of 
&-fAntiphon ; next, because the juncture itself was one eminently 
yPfrying to the popular morality, and likely to degenerate, by 

a],QJ.QSt natural tendency, into excess of reactionary vengeance 
• ·~a persecution. The democracy was now one hundred years 
~old, dating from Kleisthenes-and fifty years old, even dating 

from the final reforms of Ephialtes and Perikles ; so that self
government and political equality were a part of the habitual 
sentiment of every man's bosom-heightened in this case by 
the fact that Athens was not merely a democracy, but an 
imperial democracy, having dependencies abroad. 2 At a 
moment when, from unparalleled previous disasters, she is 
barely able to keep up the struggle against her foreign 
enemies, a small knot of her own wealthiest citizens, taking 
advantage of her weakness, contrive by a tissue of fraud and 
force not less flagitious than skilfully combined, to concentrate 
in their own hands the powers of the state, and to tear from 
their countrymen the security against bad government, the 
sentiment of equal citizenship, and the long-established freedom 
of speech. Nor is this all: these conspirators not only plant 
an oligarchical sovereignty in the Senate-house, but also sustain 
that sovereignty by inviting a foreign garrison from without, 

disfranchised. They were three sons, all of whom had served with credit 
as hoplites, and even as horsemen, in Sicily and elsewhere. In the speech 
before us, one of them prefers a petition to the Dikastery that the sentence 
passed against his father may be mitigated-partly on the ground that it 
was unmerited, being passed while his father was afraid to stand forward in 
his own defence-partly as recompense for distinguished military services of 
all the three sons. The speech was delivered at a time later than the 
battle of Kynossema, in the autumn of this year (sect. 31), but not very 
long after the overthrow of the Four Hundred, and certainly (I think) long 
before the Thirty ; so that the assertion of Taylor (Vit. Lysire, p. 55} that 
all the extant orations of Lysias bear date after the Thirty, must be received 
with this exception. 

1 This testimony of Thucydides is amply sufficient to refute the vague 
assertions in the Oration xxv. of Lysias {A-I,p.ov Kara.\v<r. 'A1ro.\. sec. 34, 
35} about great enormities now committed by the Athenians ; though Mr. 
Mitford copies these assertions as if they were real history, referring them 
to a time four years afterwards (History of Greece, ch. xx. s. r, vol. iv. 
P· 327). 

2 Thucyd. viii. 68. 



Oligarchy of Four Hundred 81 
and by betraying Athens to her Peloponnesian: enemies. Two 
more deadly injuries it is impossible to imagine; and from 
neither of them would Athens have escaped, if her foreign 
enemy had manifested reasonable alacrity. Considering the 
immense peril, the narrow escape, and the impaired condition 
in which Athens was left notwithstanding her escape-we 
might well have expected in the people a violence of reaction
ary hostility such as every calm observer, while making allow
ance for the provocation, must nevertheless have condemned; 
and perhaps somewhat analogous to that exasperation which, 
under very similar circumstances, had caused the bloody 
massacr~s at KQrkyra.l And when we find that this is exactly 
the occasion which Thucydides (an observer rather less than 
impartial) selects to eulogise their good conduct and modera
tion, we are made deeply sensible of the good habits which 
their previous democracy must have implanted in them, and 
which now served as a corrective to the impulse of the actual 
moment. They had become familiar with the cementing force 
of a common sentiment ; they had learnt to hold sacred the 
inviolability of law and justice, even in respect to their worst 
enemy; and wnat was of not less moment, the frequency and 
freedom of political discussion had taught them not only to 
substitute the contentions of the tongue for those of the sword, 
but also to conceive their situation with its present and pro
spective liabilities, instead of being hurrjed away by blind 
retrospective vengeance against the past. / ~?. 

There are few contrasts in Grecian history more memorableJl 
or more instructive, than that between' this oligarchical con- ~~ 
spiracy,-conducted by some of the ablest hands at Athens- "
~nd the democratical movem~nt going on at the sam; ti~e t _, 
m Samos, among the Atheman armament and the Sammn l) · 
citizens. In the former we have nothing out selfishness and C 
personal ambition from the beginning~, first, a partnership to/ 
seize for their own advantage the powers of government-next,. 
after this object hr.s been accomplished, a breach among the 
partners, arising m:.t of disappointment alike selfish. We find 
appeal made to nothing but the worst tendencies; either tricks 
to practise upon the credulity of the people, or extra-judicial 
murders to work upon their fear. In the latter, on the con
trary, the sentiment invoked is that of common patriotism, and 
equal, public-minded sympathy. That which we read in 
Thucyd1des-wnen the soldiers of the armament and the" 
Samian citizens pledged themselves to each other by solemn 

1 See, about the events in Korkyra, vol. vi. ch. I. p. 299. 
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oaths to uphold their democracy, to maintain harmony and 
good feeling with each other, to prosecute energetically the 
war against the Peloponnesians, and to remain at enmity with 
the oligarchical conspirators at Athens-is a scene among the 
most dramatic and inspiriting which occurs in his history.1 

Moreover we recognise at Samos the same absence of reaction
ary vengeance as at Athens, after the attack of the oligarchs, 
Athenian as well as Simian, has been repelled ; although those 
oligarchs had begun by assassinating Hyperbolus and others. 
There is throughout this whole democratical movement at 
Samos a generous exaltation of common sentiment over per
sonal, and at the same time an absence of ferocity against 
opponents, such as nothing except democracy ever inspired in 
the Grecian bosom. 

It is indeed true that this was a special movement of 
generous enthusiasm, and that the details of a democratical 
government correspond to it but imperfectly. Neither in the 
life of an individual, nor in that of a people, does the ordinary 
and every-day movement appear at all worthy of those particular 
seasons in which a man is lifted above his own level, and 
becomes capable of extreme devotion and heroism. Yet such 
emotions, though their complete predominance is never other
wise than transitory, have their foundation in veins of sentiment 
which are not even at other times wholly extinct, but count 
among the manifold forces tending to modify and improve, 
if they cannot govern, human action. Even their moments of 
transitory predominance leave a luminous tract behind, and 
render the men who have passed through them more apt 
to conceive again the same generous impulse, though in fainter 
degree. )t is one of the merits of Grecian democracy that it 
did raise this feeling of equal and patriotic communion ; some
times, and on rare occasions, like the scene at Samos, with 
overwhelming intensity, so as to impassion an unanimous 
multitude ; more frequently, in feebler tide, yet such as gave 
some chance to an honest and eloquent orator of making 
succ~ssful appeal to public feeling against corruption or selfish
ness# If we follow the movements of Antiphon and his fellow
conspirators at Athens, contemporaneous with the democratical 
manifestations at Samos, we shall see that not only was no such 
generous impulse included in it, but the success of their scheme 
depended upon their being able to strike all common and 
active patriotism out of the Athenian bosom. Under the 
"cold shade" of their oligarchy-even if we suppose the 

1' Tiiucyd: viii. 75· 
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absence of cruelty and rapacity, which would probably soon 
have become rife had their dominion lasted, as we shall presently 
learn from the history of the second oligarchy of Thirty-no 
sentiment would have been left to the Athenian multitude 
except fear, servility, or at best a tame and dumb sequacity to 
leaders whom they neither chose nor controlled. ! To those 
who regard different forms of government as distinguished. 
from each other mairiTy by the feelings which each tends to 
inspire, i11 magistrates as well as citizens, the contemporaneous 
scenes of Athens and Samos will suggest instructive com
parisons between Grecian oligarchy and Grecian democracy. 

CHAPTER LXIII 

THE RESTORED ATHENIAN DEMOCRACY, AFTER THE DEPOSITION 

OF THE FOUR HUNDRED, DOWN TO THE ARRIVAL OF CYRUS 
THE YOUNGER IN ASIA MINOR 

~ 
THE oligarchy of Four Hundred at Athens (installed in the t~ 

Senate-house about February or March 4II B.c., and deposed ~t, 
about July of the same year), after four or five months of'i,V" 
danger and distraction such as to bring her almost within the~t'-: 
grasp of her enemies, has now been terminated by the restora- \:
tion of her democracy ; with what attendant circumstances has 
been amply detailed. I now revert to the military and naval~ 
operations on the Asiatic coast, partly contemporaneous with~ 
the political dissensions at Athens, above described. 

It has already been stated that the Peloponnesian fleet of 94 
triremes,1 having remained not less than So days idle at Rhodes, 
had come back to Miletus towards the end of March ; with the 
intention of proceeding to the rescue of Chios, which a portion 
of the Athenian armament under Strombichides had been for 
some time besieging, and which was now in the greatest dis
tress. The main Athenian fleet at Samos, however, prevented 
Astyochus from effecting this object, since he did not think it 
advisable to hazard a general battle. He was influenced partly by 
the bribes, partly by the delusions of Tissaphernes, who sought 
only to wear out both parties by protracted war, and who now 
professed to be on the point of bringing up the Phenician fleet 
to his aid. Astyochus had in his fleet the ships which had 
been brought over for co-operation with Pharnabazus at the 

1 Thucyd. viii. 44, 45· 
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{;Hellespont, and which were thus equally unable to reach their 
]!~destination. To meet this difficulty, the Spartan Derkyllidas \P was sent with a body of troops by land to the Hellespont, 
r-·,~5re to join Pharnabazus, in acting against Abydos and 
~~\~ 'neighbouring dependencies of Athens. Abydos, con-
'\{nected with Miletus by colonial ties, set the example of 

7' revolting from Athens to Derkyllidas and Pharnabazus ; an 
example followed, two days afterwards, by the neighbouring 
town of Lampsakus . 

. ~lit does not appear that there was at this time any Athenian 
.J)'force in the Hellespont ; and the news of this danger to the 
'\ .• ;";:mpire in a fresh quarter, when conveyed to Chios, alarmed 
·~} Strombichides, the commander of the Athenian besieging arma

~" •• ,y{ent. The Chians, driven to despair by increasing famine as 
~;t'well as by want of relief from Astyochus, and having recently 
j:' increased their fleet to 36 triremes against the Athenian 32, by 
r khe arrival of I 2 ships under Leon (obtained from Miletus 

~,11 during the absence of Astyochus at Rhodes), had sallied out 
A\Y' and fought an obstinate naval battle against the Athenians, with 
~ some advantage.1 Nevertheless Strombichides felt compelled 
'._,;\'immediately to carry away 24 triremes and a body of hoplites 
;r for the relief of the Hellespont. Hence the Chians became 

sufficiently masters of the sea, to provision themselves afresh, 
though the Athenian armament and fortified post still remained 
on the island. Astyochus also was enabled to recall Leon with 
the twelve triremes to Miletus, and thus to strengthen his main 
fieet. 2 

The present appears to have been the time, when the 
oligarchical party both in the town and in the camp at Samos, 

(.Ywere laying their plan of conspiracy as already recounted, and 
.. when the Athenian generals were divided in opinion-Char
~ minus siding with this party, Leon and Diomedon against it. 
v-'Apprised of the reigning dissension, Astyochus thought it a 
, ~ ,fav,ourable opportunity for sailing with his whole fleet up to the 
." ,,harbour of Samos, and offering battle; but the Athenians were 
1
'· in no condition to leave the harbour. He accordingly returned 

' to Miletus, where he again remained inactive, in expectation 
(real or pretended) of the arrival of the Phenician ships. But 
the discontent of his own troops, especially the Syracusan con
tingent, presently became uncontrollable. They not only 
murmured at the inaction of the armament during this precious 
moment of disunion in the Athenian camp, but also detected 

1 Thucyd. viii. 6r, 62. 
not very decisive. 

olnc (ll.arnrov txovns means a certain success, 
2 Thucyd. viii. 63. 
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the insidious policy of Tissaphernes in thus frittering away their 
strength without result ; a policy still more keenly brought home 
to their feelings by his irregularity in supplying them with pay 
and provision, which caused serious distress. To appease their 
clamours, Astyochus was compelled to call together a generalr 1 '·.• 
assembly, the resolution of which was pronounced in favour of~W 
immediate battle. He accordingly sailed from Miletus, with tf• 
his whole fleet of I I 2 triremes round to the promontory of . ~1, 
~lykale immediately opposite Samos-ordering the Milesian .,_ 
hoplites to cross the promontory by land to the same point.~ i" 
The Athenian fleet, now consisting of only 82 sail, in ther. , . 
absence of Strombichides, was then moored near Glauke on •- ' 
the mainland of Mykale: but the public decision just taken by 
the Peloponnesians to fight becoming known to them, they 
retired to Samos, not being willing to engage with such inferior 
numbers.1 

It seems to have been during this last interval of inaction on 
the part of Astyochus, that the oligarchical party in Samos 
made their attempt and miscarried ; the reaction from which 
attempt brought about, with little delay, the great democratical 
manifestation, and solemn collective oath, of the Athenian 
armament-coupled with the nomination of new, cordial, and 
unanimous generals. They were now in high enthusiasm, 
anxious for battle with the enemy; and Strombichides had been 
sent for immediately, that the fleet might be united against the 
main enemy at Miletus. That officer had recovered Lampsakus, 
but had failed in his attempt on Abydos.2 Having established 
a central fortified station at Sestos, he now rejoined the fleet at 
Samos, which by his arrival was increased to Io8 sail. He 
arrived in the night, when the Peloponnesian fleet was prepar
ing to renew its attack from Mykale the next morning. It 
consisted of II2 ships, and was therefore still superior in 
number to the Athenians. But having now learnt both the 
arrival of Strombichides, and the renewed spirit as well as 
unanimity of the Athenians, the Peloponnesian commanders 
did not venture to persist in their resolution of fighting. They 
returned back to Miletus, to the mouth of which harbour the 
Athenians sailed, and had the satisfaction of offering battle to 
an unwilling enemy.3 

Such confession of inferiority was well calculated to embitter 
still further the discontents of the Peloponnesian fleet at Miletus. 
Tissaphernes had become more and more parsimonious in fur
nishing pay and supplies ; while the recall of Alkibiades to 

1 Thucyd. viii. 78, 79· 2 Thucyd. viii. 62. 3 Thucyd. viii. i9· 
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Samos, which happened just now, combined with the un-

r-:· jpterrupted apparent intimacy between him and the satrap, 
~~£_onfirmed their belief that the latter was intentionally cheating 
"\~nd starving them, in the interest of Athens. At the same 
}\·,.~irne, earnest invitations arrived from Pharnabazus, soliciting 

J.
Ji·'{he co-operation of the fleet at the Hellespont, with liberal 
·,promises of pay and maintenance. Klearchus, who had been 
~sent out with the last squadron from Sparta for the express 

I"~ purpose of going to aid Pharnabazus, claimed to be allowed to 
A.~~ecute his orders; while Astyochus also, having renounced the 
\' idea of any united action, thought it now expedient to divide 
"' the fleet, which he was at a loss how to support. Accordingly 
~..Klearchus was sent with forty triremes from Miletus to the 
~;'Hellespont, yet with instructions to evade the Athenians' at 

Samos by first stretching out westward into the JEgean. 
Encountering severe storms, he was forced with the greater 
part of his squadron to seek shelter at Delos, and eveq suffered 
so much damage as to return to Miletus, from whence he 
himself marched to the Hellespont by land. Ten of his tri
remes, however, under the Megarian Helixus, weathered the 
storm and pursued their voyage to the Hellespont, which was 
at this moment unguarded, since Strombichides seems to have 
brought back all his squadron. Helixus passed on unopposed 
to Byzantium, a Doric city and Megarian colony, from whence 
secret invitations had already reached him, and which he now 
induced to revolt from Athens. This untoward news ad
monished the Athenian generals at Samos, whose vigilance the 
circuitous route of Klearchus had eluded, of the necessity of 
guarding the Hellespont, whither they sent a detachment, and 
even attempted in vain to recapture Byzantium. Sixteen fresh 
triremes afterwards proceeded from Miletus to the Hellespont 
and Abydos, thus enabling the Peloponnesians to watch that 
strait as well as the Bosphorus and Byzantium, 1 and even to 
;~va e the Thracian Chersonese. 

eanwhile the discontents of the fleet at Miletus broke out 
i' open mutiny against Astyochus and Tissaphernes. Unpaid 

~ ~.lind only half-fed, the seamen came together in crowds to talk 
.~~o\er their grievances ; denouncing Astyochus as having 
• . ~etrayed them for his own profit to the satrap, who was 
~.·~~treacherously ruining the armament under the inspirations of 
Y Alkibiades. Even some of the officers, whose silence had been 

hitherto purchased, began to hold the same language ; per
ceiving that the mischief was becoming irreparable, and that 

1 Thucyd. viii. So-99. 
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the men were actually on the point of desertion. Above all, 
the incorruptible Hermokrates of Syracuse, and Dorieus the 
Thurian commander, zealously espoused the claims of their 
seamen, who being mostly freemen (in greater proportion than 
the crews of the Peloponnesian ships), went in a body to 
Astyochus, with loud complaints and demand of their arrears 
of pay. But the Peloponnesian general received them with 
haughtiness and even with menace, lifting up his stick to strike 
the commander Dorieus while advocating their cause. Such 
was the resentment of the seamen that they rushed forward to 
pelt Astyochus with missiles: he took refuge, however, on a 
neighbouring altar, so that no actual mischief was done.1 "\y.' 

Nor was the discontent confined to the seamen of the fleet. 11 ~ 
The Milesians also, displeased and alarmed at the fort which W 
Tissaphernes had built in their town, watched an opportunity of ~ 
attacking it by surprise, and expelled his garrison. Though the ~. 
armament in general, now full of antipathy against the satrap, t.,~ 
sympathised in this proceeding, yet the Spartan commissioner ~ 
Lichas censured it severely ; intimating to the Milesians that fJiJ 
they, as well as the other Greeks in the king's territory, were OrJ 
bound to be subservient to Tissaphernes within all reasonable~ 
limits-and even to court him by extreme subservience, until '? 
the war should be prosperously terminated. It appears that in t.; 1 

other matters also, Lichas had enforced instead of mitigating f 1
1 

the authority of the satrap over them ; so that the Milesians 1), 
now came to hate him vehemently,2 and when he shortly;,~i\" 
afterwards died of sickness, they refused permission to bury him 
in the spot (probably some place of honour) which his surviv-
ing countrymen had fixed upon. Though Lichas in these 
enforcements only carried out the stipulations of his treaty with 
Persia, yet it is certain that the Milesians, instead of acquiring 
autonomy according to the general promises of Sparta, were 
now further from it than ever, and that imperial Athens had 
protected them against Persia much better than Sparta. ~ 

The subordination of the armament, however, was now ~ 
almost at an end, when Mindarus arrived from Sparta as, \J 
admiral to supersede Astyochus, who was summoned home andY;\.; 
took his departure. Both Hermokrates and some l\1ilesiat1~'l' 
deputies availed themselves of this opportunity to go to Spart~ ~~ 

"' 1 Thucyd. viii. 83, 84. 
2 Thucyd. viii. 84. '0 p.JvTo< Alxas oliTE ~p€cr1<E'TO a~To'is, l¢71 ore xp1)va< 

T<crcracp€pvE< ~eal lioull.ev<tv M<ll.71crlous ~eal oro/Js li.ll.ll.ous Ev orjj {3acr<li.Ews .,.(, 
p.€-rpta, ~eal l1rt8epa1re6etv :fws ~v r0v ?r6A.EfJ.011 eV (JiJvTa.L. Ol Of MtA.~UlOL 
&nl(ovor6 TE ahrj) ~eal OLd. Tav'Ta /Cal o•' /i.ll.ll.a T0lOUT6orp07ra, &c. 
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for the purpose of preferring complaints against Tissaphernes ; 
while the latter on his part sent thither an envoy named Gaulites 
(a Karian brought up in equal familiarity with the Greek and 
Karian languages) both to defend himself against the often
repeated charges of Hermokrates, that he had been treacher
ously withholding the pay under concert with Alkibiades and 
the Athenians-and to denounce the Milesians on his own side, 
as having wrongfully demolished his fort. 1 At the same time, 
he thought it necessary to put forward a new pretence, for the 
purpose of strengthening the negotiations of his envoy at Sparta, 
soothing the impatience of the armament, and conciliating the 
new admiral Mindarus. He announced that the Phenician 
fleet was on the point of arriving at Aspendus in Pamphylia, 
and that he was going thither to meet it, for the purpose of 
bringing it up to the seat of war to co-operate with the Pelopon
nesians. He invited Lichas to accompany him, and engaged 
to leave Tamos at Miletus, as deputy during his absence, with 
orders to furnish pay and maintenance to the fleet.2 

Mindarus, a new commander without any experience of the 
mendacity of Tissaphernes, was imposed upon by his plausible 
assurance, and even captivated by the near prospect of so 
powerful a reinforcement. He despatched an officer named 

. ·»Hilippus with two triremes round the Trio pian Cape to Aspen-
. :J:'i).us, while the satrap went thither by land. 
~)~ Here again was a fresh delay of no inconsiderable length, 
oJt \.I! while Tissaphernes was absent at Aspendus, on this ostensible 
/·.purpose. Some time elapsed before Mindarus was undeceived, 

)for Philippus found the Phenician fleet at Aspendus, and was 
~.'"·-therefore at first full of hope that it was really coming onward. 
t'~But the satrap soon showed that his purpose now, as heretofore, 

;. was nothing better than delay and delusion. The Phenician 
l ships were 147 in number; a fleet more than sufficient for 

concluding the maritime war, if brought up to act zealously. 
But Tissaphernes affected to think that this was a small force, 
unworthy of the majesty of the Great King; who had com
manded a fleet of 300 sail to be fitted out for the service.3 He 
waited for some time in pretended expectation that more ships 

1 Thucyd. viii. 85. 2 Thucyd. viii. 87. · 
8 Thucyd. viii. 87. This greater total, which Tissaphernes pretended 

that the Great King purposed to send, is specified by Diodorus at 300 sail. 
Thucydid~s does not assign any precise number (Diodor. xiii. 38, 42, 46). 

On a subsequent occasion, too, we hear of the Phenician fleet as intended 
to be augmented to a total of 300 sail (Xenoph. Hellen. iii. 4, r). It seems 
to have been the sort of standing number for a fleet worthy of the Persian 
king. 
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were on their way, disregarding all the remonstrances of the 
Laceda'!monian officers. ·\i 

Presently arrived the Athenian Alkibiades, with thirteen~)."', 
Athenian triremes, exhibiting himself as on the best terms with ~~ 
the satrap. He too had made use of the approaching Phenician 'p"'~ 
fleet to delude his countrymen at Samos, by promising to go 1,: ... ;; 

otnd meet Tissaphernes at Aspendus ; so as to determine him, "· . ..! 
if possible, to employ the fleet in aid of Athens-but at the~r~. 
very least, not to employ it in aid ·of Sparta. The latter~~· 
:titernative of the promise was sufficiently safe, for he knew well • . -;) 
that Tissaphernes had no intention of applying the fleet to anycW' 1, 
really efficient purpose. But he was thereby enabled to take\.,~' ~ 
credit with his countrymen for having been the means of tfl~Vt 
diverting such a formidable reinforcement from the enemy. v~ . 

Partly the apparent confidence between Tissaphernes and '\./' 
Alkibiades-partly the impudent shifts of the former, grounded 
on the incredible pretence that the fleet was insufficient in 
number-at length satisfied Philippus that the present was 
only a new manifestation of deceit. After a long and vexatious 
interval, he apprised Mindarus-not without indignant abuse 
of the satrap-that nothing was to be hoped from the fleet at . 
Aspendus. Yet the proceeding of Tissaphernes, indeed, in ~~ 
bringing up the Phenicians to that place, and still withholding ~· 
the order for further advance and action, was in every one's ~~ 
eyes mysterious and unaccountable. Some fancied that he didt.r 
it with a view of levying larger bribes from the Phenicians '\\ol"' ~. 
themselves, as a premium for being sent home without fighting,'\..-~ 
as it appears that they actually were. But Thucydides supposes,.·..# 
that he had no other motive than that which had determined·~:, 
his behaviour during the last year-to protract the war and V 
impoverish both Athens and Sparta, by setting up a fresh 
deception, which would last for some weeks, and thus procure 
so much delay.! The historian is doubtless right : but without 
his assurance, it would have been difficult to believe, that the 
maintenance of a fraudulent pretence, for so inconsiderable a 
time, should have been held as an adequate motive for bringing 
this large fleet from Phenicia to Aspendus, and then sending it 
away unemployed. 

Having at length lost his hope of the Phenician ships, Min
dams resolved to break off all dealing with the perfidious 
Tissaphernes-the more so as Tamos, the deputy of the latter, 
though left ostensibly to pay and keep the fleet, performed that 
ducy with greater irregularity than ever-and to conduct his 

1 Thucyd. viii. 87, 88, 99· 
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. ....,fleet to the Hellespont into co-operation with Pharnabazus, who 
~~~- still continued his promises and invitations. The Peloponne
~ sian fleet 1 (73 triremes strong, after deducting 13 which had 
1;. been sent under Dorieus to suppress some disturbances in 
C)' Rhodes) having been carefully prepared beforehand, was put 
, ; in motion by sudden order, so that no previous intimation 
( might reach the Athenians at Samos. After having been 
./ delayed some days at Ikarus by bad weather, Mindarus reached 

Chios in safety. But here he was pursued by Thrasyllus, who 

1' passed, with 55 triremes, to the northward of Chios, and was 
.»"lhus between the Lacedxmonian admiral and the Hellespont. 
·~Believing that Mindarus would remain some time at Chios, 
.:-_..Thrasyllus placed scouts both on the high lands of Lesbos and 
~on the continent opposite Chios, in order that he might receive 
-~instant notice of any movement on the part of the enemy's 

. fleet. 2 Meanwhile he employed his Athenian force in reducing 
'•; the Lesbian town of Eresus, which had been lately prevailed on 

to revolt by a body of 300 assailants from Kyme under the 
Theban Anaxander-partly Methymnrean exiles with some 
political sympathisers, partly mercenary foreigners-who suc
ceeded in carrying Eresus after failing in an attack on Me
thymna. Thrasyllus found before Eresus a small Athenian 
squadron of five triremes under Thrasybulus, who had been 
despatched from Samos to try and forestall the revolt, but had 
arrived too late. He was further joined by two triremes from 
the Hellespont, and by others from Methymna, so that his 
entire fleet reached the number of 67 triremes, with which 
he proceeded to lay siege to Eresus; trusting to his scouts 
for timely warning in case the enemy's fleet should move 
northward. 

The course which Thrasyllus expected the Peloponnesian 
fleet to take, was to sail from Chios northward through the 
strait which separates the north-eastern portion of that island 
from Mount Mimas on the Asiatic mainland : after which it 
would probably sail past Eresus on the western side of Lesbos, 
as being the shortest track to the Hellespont-though it might 
also go round on the eastern side between Lesbos and the 

1 Diodor. xiii. 38. 
2 Thucyd. viii. 100. Alu8&1J,<Vos o~ g,., lv Tj) X l 'I' et71, Kal vo!J,ltras 

a.irr0v ICa8f~EtV a.lJ 'T 0 iJ, O"ICO?rObs p.€v ICaTEUT~tJ'Q.TO Kal ~71 Tfl A~a'/3qJ, leal ~ 71 

T !1 & VT t7r Epa s 7} 1r e l p tp, el ltpa '7l"Ot Jnvotwro al v;Jes, 8'11"wS p.T, i\&.8ou:v, &c. 
I construe -rj) lx.vTt'lrepas 1)1r<lpq> as meaning the mainland opposite Ch£os, 

not opposite Lesbos. The words may admit either sense, since Xlq> and 
av.-ov appear so immediately before : and the situation for the scouts was 
much more suitable, opposite the northern portion of Ch£os. 
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continent, by a somewhat longer route. The Athenian scouts .. J 
were planted so as to descry the Peloponnesian fleet if it either~..,. 
passed through this strait or neared the island of Lesbos. But V"" 
:Yiindarus did neither ; thus eluding their watch and reaching y 
the Hellespont without the knowledge of the Athenians. V, 
Having passed two days in provisioning his ships, receiving 'J) 
besides from the Chians three tesserakosts (a Chian coin of+'~ 
unknown value) for each man among his seamen, he departed~ 
on the third day from Chios, but took a southerly route and V 
rounded the island in all haste on its western or sea side. 
Having reached and passed the northern latitude of Chios, he 
took an eastward course, with Lesbos at some distance to his 
left-hand, direct to the mainland; which he touched at a 
harbour called Karterii in the Phokrean territory. Here he 
!stopped to give the crew their morning meal: he then crossed 
lthe arc of the Gulf of Kyme to the little islets called Arginusre 
i(close on the Asiatic continent opposite Mitylene), where he 
[again halted for supper. Continuing his voyage onward during 
!most part of the night, he was at HarmatO.s (on the continent, 
!directly northward and opposite to Methymna) by the next 
!day's morning meal : then still hastening .forward after a short 
thalt, he doubled Cape Lektum, sailed along the Troad and 
past Tenedos, and reached the entrance of the Hellespont 
before midnight ; where his ships were distributed at Sigeium, 
Rhreteium, and other neighbouring places. I 

1 Thucyd. viii. ror. The latter portion of this voyage is sufficiently 
distinct ; the earlier portion less so. I describe it in the text differently 
•rom all the best and most recent editors of Thucydides; from whom I 
dissent with the less reluctance, as they all here take the gravest liberty 
with his text, inserting the negative ob 01: pun conjecture, without the 
authority of a single MS. Niebuhr has laid it down as almost a canon of 
criticism that this is never to be done : yet here we have KrUger recom
mending it, and Haack, Goller, Dr. Arnold, Poppo, and M. Didot, all 
adopting it as a part of the text of Thucydides; without even following the 
caution of Bekker in his small edition, who admonishes the reader by 
enclosing the word in brackets. Nay, Dr. Arnold goes so far as to say in 
his note, " This correction is so certain and so necessary, that it only shows 
the inattention of the earNer editors that it was not made long since." 

The words of Thucydides, without this correction and as they stood 
universally before Haack's edition (even in Bekker's edition of r82r), are-

'0 a;, M(llaapos ~~~ ro6np KO:l a/ lK rfis X(ou TWII U<i\01!"011111/rF(wv vfi•s 
l..-tcrtTtrrcfp.<vat 8voiv .;,p.,po:tS, 1<o:l il.o:fl6vTes 1rapil. Tidv X(wv rpe'is T<rrrro:po:· 
KorrTil.s e~<arrTos X(o:s Tji rp(T?I 8til. Tax'"'" a 1r o: ( p o v rr' v ~ « T 7/ s X l o v 
1rellcf-yto:<, 'iva p.fJ 1reptT6xwrrt Tais lv Tji 'Ep,rr<p vo:vrrlv, &.il.lla 
~- aptrFTfP~ TfJV A'crflov txovTES t ... >..eov ~ ... l TfJJI f/1rEtpov. 
Ko:l 7rporrflallbVTES T~S <l>wl<a·[·oas ~s Tlw lv KapTep<lotS lltp.Eva, /Cal aptrFT0'/1"011/• 
u&JLEVot, 7rapa7rAeVrrawres T~v Kv,ua[av 8et7rV07rOtoVvTat lv 'Ap-yuwo{urats T/]s 
i;1r<lpov, EV T<iJ OoVT17rEpas T~S MtTUll~VrtS, &c. 



History of Greece 
By this well-laid 

Peloponnesian fleet 
course, and accelerated voyage, the 
completely eluded the lookers-out of 

Haack and the other eminent critics just mentioned, all insist that these 
words as they stand are absurd and contradictory, and that it is indis
pensable to insert ov before 7r<Ad-y•a• ; so that the sentence stands in their 
editions a1ralpovcnv ~" ·ri)s Xlov ov 7rEAa-y<a<. They all picture to 
themselves the fleet of Mindarus as sailing from the town of Chios north
ward, and going out at the northern strait. Admitting this, they say, 
plausibly enough, that the words of the old text involve a contradiction,. 
because Mindarus would be going in the direction towards Eresus, and not 
away from it ; though even then, the propriety of their correction would 
be di,putable. But the word .,.;>o,d-yws, when applied to ships departing 
from Chios-though it may perhaps mean that they round t;}>e north
eastern corner of the island and then strike west round Lesbos-yet means 
also as naturally, and more naturally, to announce them as departing Qy the 
outer sea, or sailing on the sea side (round the southern and western coast) 
of the island. Accept this mtaning, and the old words construe perfectly 1 

well. 'A1ralp<~v ~" .,->)s Xlov 7r<Ad-yws is the natural and proper phrase for: 
describing the circuit of Mindarus round the south and west coast of Chios. 
This, too, was the only way by which he could have escaped the scouts and 
the ships of Thrasyllus: for which same purpose of avoiding Athenia1 
ships, we find (viii. So) the squadron of Klearchus, on another occasion, 
making a long circuit out to sea. If it be supposed (which those who read. 
ov 7r<Aa-y•a• must suppose )'that Mindarus sailed first up the northern straitJ 
between Chios and the mainland, and then turned his course east toward'. 
Phokrea, this would have been the course which Thrasyllus expected that] 
he would take ; and it is hardly possible to explain why he was not seen 
both by the Athenian scouts as well as by the Athenian garrison at their \ 
station of Delphinium on Chios itself. Whereas by taking the circuitous I 
route round the southern and western coast, he never came in sight either ' 
of one or the other ; and he was enabled, when he got round to the 
latitude north of the island, to turn to the right and take a straight, 
easterly course with Lesbos o1t his left hand, but at a sufficient distance from 
land to be out of sight of all scouts. 'Av&.-yeuOa• ~" .,->)s Xlov 1re;>o,&.yws (Xen. 
Hellen. ii. I, I 7) means to strike into the open sea, quite clear of the coast 
of Asia : that passage does not decisively indicate whether the ships 
rounded the south-east or the north-east corner of the island. 

We are here told that the seamen of Mindarus received from the Chians 
per head three Chian tessarakosttl!, Now this is a small Chian coin, no
where else mentioned ; and it is surprising to find so petty and local a 
denomination of money here specified by Thucydides, contrasted with the 
different manner in which Xenophon describes Chian payments to the Pelo
ponnesian seamen (Hellen. i. 6, I2; ii. r, 5). But the voyage of Mindarus 
round the south and west of the island explains the circumstance. He 
must have landed twice on the island during this circumnavigation (perhaps 
starting in the evening), for dinner and supper: and this Chian coin (which 
probably had no circulation out of the island) served each man to buy pro
visions at the Chian landing-places. It was not convenient to Mindarus to 
take aboard more provisions in kind at the town of Chios ; because he had 
already aboard a stock of provisions for two days-the subsequent portion of 
his voyage, along the coast of Asia to Sigeium, during which he could not 
afford time to halt and buy them, and where indeed the territory was not 
friendly. 

It is enough if I can show that the old text of Thucydides will construe 
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Thrasyllus, and reached the opening of the Hellespont when 
that admiral was barely apprised of its departure from Chios. 
When it arrived at HarmatO.s, however, opposite to and almost 
within sight of the Athenian station at Methymna, its progress 
could no longer remain a secret. As it advanced still farther 
along the Troad, the momentous news circulated everywhere, 
and was promulgated through numerous fire-signals and 
beacons on the hill, by friend as well as by foe. " 

These signals were perfectly visible, and perfectly intelligible,~~ 
to the two hostile squadrons now on guard on each side of the,.»"~ 
Hellespont : eighteen Athenian triremes at Sestos in Europe-~.; 
sixteen Peloponnesian triremes at Abydos in Asia. To the~\. 
former, it was destruction to be caught by this powerful enemy "v.' 
,in the narrow channel of the Hellespont. They quitted SestOS(I rl 

~ 
the middle of the night, passing opposite to Abydos, and'S' 'w 

eeping a southerly course close along the shore of the V"' 
hersonese, in the direction towards ElreO.s at the southern Y"'~ 

xtremity of that peninsula, so as to have the chance of escape 
n the open sea and of joining Thrasyllus. But they would not 

have been allowed to pass even the hostile station at Abydos, 
had not the Peloponnesian guardships received the strictest 

'

orders from Mindarus, transmitted before he left Chios, or 
perhaps even before he left Miletus, that if he should attempt 
lthe start, they were to keep a vigilant and special look-out for 
, his coming, and reserve themselves to lend him such assistance 
1as might be needed, in case he were attacked by Thrasyllus. 
very well, without the violent intrusion of this conjectural ov. But I can 
show more : for this negative actually renders even the construction of the 
sentenc<~ awkward at least, if not inadmissible. Surely, &1ralpoucrw oil 'II"Eil.d.
"Y'a', &!1.!1./i.-ought to be followed by a correlative adjective or participle 
belonging to the same verb & ... alpoucrtv : yet if we take ~xwr•s as such 
correlative participle, how are we to construe l1ril.<ov? In order to express 

:the sercse which Haack brings out, we ought surely to have different words, 
·such as· -olnc &1r1)pav lK orijr Xlov 7rE!I.ci."Yta<, &71.71.' ~v &pt<TT<p~ .. ~II' Alcr/3ov 
lxovT<s ( ... ll.eov l7rl .. ~, 1/7retpov. Even the change of tense from present to 
past, when we foUow the com.troction of Haack, is awkward ; while if we 
understanrl the words in the sense which I propose, the change of tense is 

erfectly admissible, since the two verbs do not both refer to the same 
ovement or to the same yortion of the voyage. " The .fleet starts fi om 
hios out by tht sea-sz"de oj the island; but when t"t came tiJ have Lesbos on 

he !eft-hand, it sailed straight fiJ the continent." 
I hope that I am not too late to make good my -ypo.<J>~v ~ev(as, or protest 

against the vnwarranted right of Thucydidean citizenship which the recent 
editors have conferred upon this word oil in c. IOI. The old text ought 
ertainly to be restored ; or if these editors maintain their views, they ought 

at least to enclose the word in brackets. In the edition of Thucydides, 
published at Leipsic, 1845, by C. A. Koth, I observe that the text is still 

, correctly printed, without the negative. 
~ 
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When the signals first announced the arrival of Mindarus, tht 
Peloponnesian guardships at Abydos could not know in what 
position he was, nor whether the main Athenian fleet might 
not be near upon him. Accordingly they acted on these 
previous orders, holding themselves in reserve in their station at 
Abydos, until daylight should arrive, and they should be better 
informed. They thus neglected the Athenian Hellespontine 
squadron in its escape from Sestos to ElreCls.1 

1 Thucyd. viii. 102. 01 o~ 'A8nva'iot i!v 'TV ~t/tr'Trj!, •••. &s cx.i;.,-ois o1 TE 

rppvKT~·pol i!rr-f,p.a.wov, Kal prr8&.vov-ro Ta 7rvpa i!~a.irpvns 7roA.A.a i!v TV 7l"OA</-'f'f 
cpavJv,.a, t-yV(tJ(}O.JI 8·n E0"1rA~ovutv oi neAo1rOVVf,O"tO£. Ked T1js alrr7}s Ta:bT'YfS 
vvK-rOs &s elxov -r&xovs, inrol-ll~av-res 'Tp Xeptrov1]o-qJ, wap,TrAeov iw' ,EA.awVv
Tos, {3ovA.&p.evot iiK7rA.Efirrat i!s T~V el!pvxwplav Tas T6>v 7roA.ep.lwv va.fis. K a l 
.,-i'l.s p.h i!v 'A{36o<p eKKaloeKa va.fis ~A.a.8ov, 7rpo••pnp.evns rJ>v· 
AU.1<7lS Trp rJ>tA.f<p ii7J"f7rA<p, 3'1J"WS aOT6>V aVa.K6>S e{ovtrtV, '/jv i!K 
1r A~ w a L' TCt.s BE p.eTO. Toi.i Mtvlidpov litJ.a Ecp JCaTt06vTes, &c. 

Here, again, we have a difficult text, which has much perplexed the com 
mentators, and which I venture to translate (as it stands in my text) diffe 
ently from all of them. The words--'lf'poetpt/1-'t'''IS rpvA.aK77s Trj! <P•"-• 
i!'l!'l'll'A.<p, 8'1!'WS ah6>v ava.Kws l!{ovrrtv, 'ljv i!tmA.twrrt-are explained by the Sch. 
liast to mean-" Although watch had been enjoined to them (i.e. to th 
Peloponnesian guard-squadron at Abydos) by the friendly approaching fleet 
(of Mindarus), that they should keep strict guard on the Athenians at Sestos, 
in case the latter should sail out." 

Dr. Arnold, Goller, Poppe, and M. Didot, all accept this construction 
thoug:h all .ag~ee that it is mo~t harsh and confused. T~e f~ s~ys, 
" Th1s agam IS most strangely mtended to mean, 'll'poEtpt//-'<vov auTots v 'II' 
Twv i!'ll't'll'A<OVTwV rpl71.wv rpvA.drrrruv Tots 'll'OA</-'fous." 

To construe Tqi rJ>•Al<e ii'll'i'll'A.<p as equivalent to fl'll'b T6>v ii'll'J71"71.e&v.,-wv rplA.w> 
1 

is certainly such a harshness as we ought to be very glad to escape. An \ 
the construction of the Scholiast involves another liberty which I cannot bm 
consider as objectionable. He supplies, in his paraphrase, the word "alTo • 
-although-from his own imagination. There is no indication of although, 
either express or implied, in the text of Thucydides ; and it appears to me 
hazardous to assume into the meaning so decisive a particle without any 
authority. The genitive absolute, when annexed to the main predication 
affirmed in the verb, usually denotes something naturally connected with i1 
in the way of cause, concomitancy, explanation, or modification-not some
thing opposed to it, requiring to be prefaced by an although ; if this latter 
be intended, then the word although is expressed, not left to be understood 
After Thucydides has told us that the Athenians at Sestos escaped thei 
opposite enemies at Abydos-when he next goes on to add somethir 
under the genitive absolute, we expect that if should be a new fact whic 
explains why or how they escaped : but if the new fact which he tells m 
far from explaining the escape, renders it more extraordinary (such as, thr 
the Peloponnesians had received strict orders to watch them), he woul 
surely prepare the reader for this new fact by an express particle such a· 
although or notwithstanding, " The Athenians escaped, although the Pelo 
ponnesians had received the strictest orders to watch them and block then 
up." As nothing equivalent to, or implying, the adversative particlt 
although is to be found in the Greek words, so I infer, as a high proba 
bility, that it is not to be sought in the meaning. 
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On arriving about daylight near the southern point of the 

.:hersonese, these Athenians were descried by the fleet of 
Differing from the commentators, I think that these words--11'poetp'T/}.dV1)S 

'>vAaKijs Trfi <f>tA.irp ~7ri7rA.rp, t1rws ahwv avaKwS i!~ov<TtV, f)v ~1<7rAEW<Tt-do 
cssign the reason for the fact which had been immediately before announced, 
md which was really extraordinary ; viz. that the Athenian squadron was 
Jlowed to pass by Abydos, and escape from Sestos to Ela=lls. That reason 
was, that the Peloponnesian guard-squadron had before received special 
urders from Mindarus, to concentrate £ts attention and watchfulness upon his 
approaching squadr01z ; hence it arose that they left the Athenians at Sestos 
unnoticed. 

The words TtP <f>t.\.l'f' ~,{,A.rp are equivalent to TtP Twv <f>[A.wv ~"["A.'f', 
and the pronoun avTwv, which immediately follows, refers to <f>[A.wv (the 
approaching fleet of Mindarus), not to the Athenians at Sestos, as the 
Scholiast and the commentators construe it. This mistake about the 
eference of avTwV seems to me to have put them all wrong. 

That Tcp <f>i.\.[rp ~7ri1rA.rp must be construed as equivalent to Trf Twv <f>{A.wv 
T{?rA'f' is certain : but it is not equivalent to i11ro Twv l1rm.\.e6vTwV <f>{.\.wv
or is it possible to construe the words as the Scholiast would understand 
em-" orde1·s had bem previously given by the approach (or arrival) of 
eir friends;" whereby we should turn o £,{,.\.ovs into an acting and 
mmanding personality. The " approach of their friends " is an event-

rhich may properly be said "to have produced an effect "-but which 
annot be said "to have given previous orders." It appears to me that ,.q; 

'Jt.\.['f' ~"[".\.'f' is the dative case governed by <f>v.\.at<i]s-" a look-out for the 
rrival of the Pe!opomzesimzs '' having been enjoined (upon these guard· 
hips at Abydos)-" They ;tad been 01·dered to watch for the approaching 
oyage of their friends." The English preposition for expresses here 
xactly the sense of the Greek dative-that is, the object, purpose, or persons 
ohose benifit is riferred to. 

The words immediately succeeding-o1rws ahwv (Twv <f>IA.wv) avat<ws 
ov<T<v, f)v ~t<"ll"AEw<Tt-are an expansion of consequences intended to follow 

~om-<f>v.\.at<i]s Tr/i <f>t.\.['f' ~"itr.\.'f'. " They shall watch for the approach of 
.he main fleet, in order that they may devote special and paramount regard to 
its safety, in case it makes a start." For the phrase avaKws ~x•w, compare 
Herodot. i. 24; viii. 109. Plutarch, Theseus, c. 33. avaKwS, <f>v.\.at<7tt<ws, 
.,.povo1)Ttt<ws, £m,u•A.ws-the notes of Arnold and Goller here ; and 
(uhner' Gr. Gr. sect. 533. ava/CWS ~XEtV 'TtVOS for l7rtp.e.\.ei0"0at. The 
;ords avaKws {XEtV express the anxious and special vigilance which the 
'eloponnesian squadron at Abydos was directed to keep for the arrival of 
oiindarus and his fleet, which was a matter of doubt and danger : but they 
·ould not be properly applicable to the duty of that squadron as respects 
te opposite Athenian squadron at Sestos, which was hardly of superior force 
themselves, and was besides an avowed enemy, in sight of their own port. 
Lastly, the words f)v ~K7rAEw<Tt refer to liiindarus and his fleet about to start 

om Ghios, as their subject-not to the Athenians at Sestos. 
The whole sentence would stand thus, if we dismiss the peculiarities of 
~ucydides and express the meaning in common Greek-Ked TC.s p.ev ~v 
Mli'f' eKt<a{liet<a vails ('AOrJVa!ot) ~.\.aOov· 7rpoe{p1)To -yC.p (~t<eivats Ta"is vav<Tlv) 

v.\.cl<TcrEtll TOV J,{,..\.ovv 'TWV <f>l.\.wv, ii1TWS aVTWV (TwV <f>[.\.wv) avaKwS 
~ov<Tw, ~v h,.A.,w<Tc. The verb <f>vA.cl<T<TEIV here (and of course the 
bstract substantive <f>v.\.a"h which represents it) signifies to watch for or 
7ait for : like Thucyd. ii. 3, cpvA.cl~avns ht v6KTa, Kal aho TO 11:epiop8pov ; 
:so viii. 41, ~¢6.\.a<T<T<. 
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Mindarus which had come the night before to the opposih,, 
stations of Sigeium and Rhceteium. The latter immediately 1 

gave chase: but the Athenians, now in the wide sea, contrived , 
to escape most of them to Imbros-not without the lossf 

~owever of four triremes, one even captured with all the crew
1 ·1\\~n board, near the temple of Protesilaus at Elrefis: the crews( 

: · :;f the other three escaped ashore. Mindarus was now joined . 
'(' 'T'tJ)'~~ squadron from Abydos, and their united f~rce (eighty-,. 
, ; ~l!t( tnremes strong) was employed for one day m trying to 
~ ~~.m Elrefis. Failing in this enterprise, the fleet retired to 
·~ Abydos. Before all could arrive there, Thrasyllus with his 
' fleet arrived in haste from Eresus, much disappointed that his 

scouts had been eluded and all his calculations baffled. Two 
If we construe the words in this way, they will appear in perfect 

harmony with the general scheme and purpose of Mindarus. That admiral 
is bent upon carrying his fleet to the Hellespont, but to avoid an action 
with Thrasyllus in doing so. This is difficult to accomplish,. and can only 
be done by great secrecy of proceeding, as well as by an 1.;nusual route. 
He sends orders beforehand from Chios (perhaps even from Miletus, before 
he quitted that place) to the Peloponnesian squadron guarding the Helles
pont at Abydos. He contemplates the possible case that Thrasyllus may 
detect his plan, intercept him on the passage, and perhaps block him up or 
compel him to fight in some roadstead or bay on the coast opposite Lesbos, 
or on the Troad (which would indeed have come to pass, had he been seen 
by a single hostile fishing-boat in rounding the island of Chios). Now the 
orders sent forward, direct the Peloponnesian squadron at Abydos what 
they are to do in this contingency ; since without such orders, the captain 
of the squadron would not have known what to do, assuming Mindarus to 
be intercepted by Thrasyllus-whether to remain on guard at the Helles
pont, which was his special duty ; or to leave the Hellespont unguarded, 
keep his attention concentrated on Mindarus, and come forth to help him. 
" Let your first thought be to ensure the safe arrival of the main fleet at 
the Hellespont, and to come out and render help to it, if it be attacked in 
its route ; even though it be necessary for that purpose to leave the Helles
pont for a time unguarded." Mindarus could not tell beforehand the exact 
moment when he would start from Chios-nor was it indeed absolutely 
certain that he would start at all, if the enemy were watching him : his 
orders were therefore sent, conditional upon his being able to get off (1)v 
~ 1<,. 11. twIT t). But he was lucky enough, by the well-laid plan of hts 
voyage, to get to the Hellespont without encountering an enemy. The 
Peloponnesian squadron at Abydos, however, having received his special 
orders-when the fire-signals acquainted them that he was approaching, 
thought only of keeping themselves in reserve to lend him assistance if he 
needed it, and neglected the Athenians opposite. As it was night, pro
bably the best thing which they could do, was to wait in Abydos for day
light, until they could learn particulars of his position, and how or where 
they could render aid. 

We thus see both the general purpose of Mindarus, and in what manner 
the· orders which he had transmitted to the Peloponnesian squadron at , 
Abydos, brought about indirectly the escape of the Athenian squadron ' 
without interruption from Sestos. 
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?doponnesian triremes, which had been more adventurous than 
ht! rest in pursuing the Athenians, fell into his hands. He 
.waited at Elreil.s the return of the fugitive Athenian squadron 
rom Imbro~, and then began to prepare his triremes, seventy
ix in number, for a general action. 

After five days of such preparation, his fleet was brought to 
)attle, sailing northwards towards Sestos up the Hellespont, 
~y single ships ahead, along the coast of the Chersonese, or on · 
be European side. The left or most advanced squadrqn 
mder Thrasyllus, stretched even beyond the headland called 
Cynossema, or the Dog's Tomb, ennobled by the legend and 
he chapel of the Trojan queen Hecuba: it was thus nearly ..(,~,. 
>pposite Abydos, while the right squadron under Th:asybulusl\..,>1 ~ 
vas not very far from the southern mouth of the stra1t, nearly 0 './' 
>pposite Dardanus. Mindarus on his side brought into action,r, \-~ . 
:ighty-six triremes (ten more than Thrasyllus in total number), ·~7,~ 
:xtending from Abydos to Dardanus on the Asiatic shore ; the , J-- i 
)yracusans under Hermokrates being on the right, opposed,~~) 
o Thrasyllus, while Mindarus with the Peloponnesian:kvr . , 
hips was on the left opposed to Thrasybulus. The epibatre t lt""'fr 
,r maritime hoplites on board the ships of Mindarus are [\ \,._ 
aid to have been superior to the Athenians, but the latter ~ <.. 
lad the advantage in skilful !illqts ;;t_nd nautical manreuv-
tng : nevertheless the description of the battle tells us 
iow much Athenian manreuvring had fallen off since the 
:Iories of Phormion at the beginning of the Peloponnesian 
;·ar ; nor would that eminent seaman have selected for 
he scene of a naval battle the narrow waters of the Helles-
>ont. Mindarus took.the aggressive, advancing to attack near 
he European shore, and trying to outflank his opponents on 
>oth sides, as well as to drive them up against the land. 
['hrasy!lus on one wing, and Thrasybulus on the other, by 
ap~d movements, extended themselves so as to frustrate this 
.ttempt to outflank them; but in so doing, they stripped and 
~·eakened the centre, which was even deprived of the sight of 
he left wing by means of the projecting headland of Kynos-
(!m?. Thus m1supported, the centre was vigorously attacked 
!nd roughly handled by the middle division of Mindarus. Its 
~ips were ddven up against the land, and the assailants even 
lisen barked to push their victory against the men ashore. But 
1is partial success threw the central Peloponnesian division 
·elf into disorder, while Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus carried 

a conflict at first equal, and presently victorious, against the 
·ips on the right and left of the enemy. Having driven back 

VOL. VIII. E 
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both these two divisions, they easily chased away the disorder j 
ships of the centre, so that the whole Peloponnesian fleet w 1 
put to flight, and found shelter first in the river Meidius, ne: 
in Abydos. The narrow breadth of the Hellespont forbad 
either long pursuit or numerous captures. Nevertheless eigr 
Chian ships, five Corinthians, two Ambrakian and as man 
Breotian, and from Sparta, Syracuse, Pellene and Leukas, 011 

each-fell into the hands of the Athenian admirals ; who ho \ 
ever on their own side lost fifteen ships. They erected a tror- ~ 
on the headland of Kynossema, near the tomb or chapel (l 
Hecuba; not omitting the usual duties of burying their ow. 
dead, and giving up those of the enemy under the customar 
request for truce.! 

<'\ A victory so incomplete and indecisive would have been littl 
' V" ':)alued by the Athenians, in the times preceding the Sicilia: 

\_"'"" expedition. But since that overwhelming disaster, followed b 
~ P. \ Wo many other misfortunes, and last of all, by the defeat c 
t~~ .. )Thymocharis with the revolt of Eubrea-their spirit had bel' 
~~ (V~ sadly lowered, that the trireme which brought the news 1 

v th'e battle of Kynossema, seemingly towards the end of Augu 
\-..." 4~ r B.c., was welcomed with the utmost delight and triump. 

They began to feel as if the ebb-tide had reached its lowe 
point, and had begun to turn in their favour, holding out so• 
hopes of ultimate success in the war. Another piece of gc l 
fortune soon happened to strengthen this belief. Mindar \ 
was compelled to reinforce himself at the Hellespont by sendi1 
Hippokrates and Epikles to bring the fleet of fifty triremes no 
acting at Eubrea. 2 This was in itself an important relief t: 
Athens, by withdrawing an annoying enemy near home. Be 
it was still further enhanced by the subsequent misfortunes c 
the fleet, which in passing round the headland of Mount Athd 
to get to Asia, was overtaken by a terrific storm and near!: 
destroyed, with great loss of life among the crews ; so that 
remnant only under Hippokrates survived to join Mindarus.3 

1 Thucyd. viii. ros, ro6 ; Diodor. xiii. 39, 40. 
The general account which Diodorus gives of this battle, is, even in : 

most essential features, not reconcileable with Thucydides. It is vain 
try to blend them. I have been able to borrow from Diodorus hardly a( 
thing except his statement of the superiority of the Athenian pilots, and t 
Peloponnesian epibatre. He states that twenty-five fresh ships arrived · 
join the Athenians in the middle of the battle, and determined the victo 
in their favour : this circumstance is evidently borrowed from the subr 
quent conflict a few months afterwards. 

We owe to him, however, the mention of the chapel or tomb of Hecr 
on the headland of Kynossema. 2 Thucyd. viii. ID7 ; Diodor. xiii. 

3 Diodor. xiii. 41. It is probable that this fleet was in great 
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But though Athens was thus exempted from all fear of 

aggression on tne side of Eubcea, the consequences of this ., 
departure of the fleet were such as to demonstrate how irrepar-\Ji 
ably the island itself had passed out of her supremacy. '1 he -t• 

inhabitants of Chalk is and the other cities, now left without~·:,../);' 
foreign defence against her, employed themselves jointly with thev .... 
Bceot~ans,_ wh~se interest in t~e c_ase was even stronger than their\~ 

- own, m d1vestmg Eubcea of 1ts msular character, by construct- ""t:y.~ 
.ng a mole or bridge across the Euripus, the narrowest portiorfC-<;.-

, of the Eubcean strait, where Chalkis was divided from Bceotiay V 
From each coast a mole was thrown out, each mole guarded a~,\. 
the extremity by a tower, and leaving only an intermediat~1 r 
opening, broad enough for a single vessel to pass through, 
covered by a wooden bridge. It was in vain that the Athenian 
Theramenes, with thirty triremes, presented himself to obstruct 
the progress of the undertaking. The Eubceans and Bceotians 

' both prosecuted it in such numbers, and with so much zeal, 
that it was speedily brought to completion. Eubcea, so lately 
the most important island attached to Athens, is from hence
forward a portion of the mainland, altogether independent of 
her, even though it should please fortune to re-establish her 
maritime power.1 

ceotian; and twelve seamen who escaped from the wreck commemorated 
·heir rescue by an inscription in the temple of Athene at Kor(\neia ; which 
inscription was read and copied by Ephorus. By an exaggerated and over
literal confidence in the words of it, Diodorus is led to affirm that these 
twelve men were the only persons saved, and that every other person per
ished. But we know perfectly that Hippokrates himself survived, and that 
he was alive at the subsequent battle of Kyzikus(Xenoph. Hellen. i. r, 23). 

Respecting the danger of sailing round the promontory of Athos, the 
reader is referred to a former chapter of this work, wherein the ship-canal, 
cut across the Isthmus by order of Xerxes, is described ; together with an 
-instructive citation from Colonel Leake's Travels. See vol. v. ch. xxxviii. 
of this History. 

1 Diodor. xiii. 47. He places this event a year later, but I agree with 
Sievers in conceiving it as following with little delay on the withdrawal of 
the protecting fleet (Sievers, Comment. in Xenoph. Hellen. p. 9; not. p. 66). 

See Colonel Leake's Travels in Northern Greece, for a description of 
the Euripus, and the adjoining ground, with a plan, vol. ii. ch. xiv. 
p. 259--265. 

I cannot make out from Colonel Leake what is the exact breadth of the 
channel. Strabo talks in his time of a bridge reaching 200 feet (x. p. 400). 
But there must have been material alterations made by the inhabitants of 
Chalkis during the time of Alexander the Great (Strabo, x. p. 447). The 
bridge here described by Diodorus, covering an open space broad enough 
for one ship, could scarcely have been more than 20 feet broad ; for it was 
not at all designed to render the passage easy. The ancient ships could all 
lower their masts. I cannot but think that Colonel Leake (p. 259) must 
have read in Diodorus xiii. 47-ob in place of a. 
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~ The battle of Kynossema produced no very important con
~ sequences, except that of encouragement to the Athenians. 

:~w~. 1cyeh just after the action, Kyzikus revolted from them, and on 
~ ,.~%~ fourth day after it, the Athenian fleet, hastily refitted at 

,~ .:1 ~ Sestos, sailed to that place to retake it. It was unfortified, so 
that they succeeded with little difficulty, and imposed upon it a 
contribution : moreover in the voyage thither, they gained an 
additional advantage by capturing, off the soutl!ern coast of 
the Propontis, those eight Peloponnesian triremes which had 
accomplished, a little while before, the revolt of Byzantium. 
But on the other hand, as soon as the Athenian fleet had left 
Sestos, Mindarus sailed from his station at Abydos to El::eus, 
and recovered all the triremes captured from him at Kynossema, 
which the Athenians had there deposited; except some of them 
which were so much damaged that the inhabitants of El::etts 

(\ ae hem on fire. 1 

?;, • ut that which now began to constitute a far more important 
<\"t lele ent of the war, was, the difference of character between 

issaphernes and Pharnabazus, and the transfer of the 
\\ • Peloponnesian fleet from the satrapy of the former to that ofl 

' e_;'eloponnesians, had by his treacherous promises and bribe 
''b, ~rvated all their proceedings for the last year, with th 
,;,:~~eliberate view of wasting both the belligerent parties. Pha 
~<I' nabazus was a brave and earnest man, who set himself to assi:> 
'~ J""\hem strenuously, by men as well as by money, and who laboure( 
~ ~ard to put down the Athenian power; as we shall find hin) 

labouring equally hard, eighteen years afterwards, to bring/ 
about its partial renovation. From this time forward, Persian~ 
aid becomes a reality in the Grecian war ; and in the main
first through the hands of Pharnabazus, next through those o' 
the younger Cyrus-the determining reality. For we shall fim 
that while the Peloponnesians are for the most part well paid 
out of the Persian treasury-the Athenians, destitute of an; 
such resource, are compelled to rely on the contributions whicl 
they can levy here and there, without established or acceptet 
right ; and to interrupt for this purpose even the most promis 
ing career of success. Twenty-six years after this, at a tim 
when Sparta had lost her Persian allies, the Laced::emonian 
Teleutias tried to appease the mutiny of his unpaid seamen, b}'l 
telling them how much nobler it was to extort pay from tht 
enemy by means of their own swords, than to obtain it b) 

1 Thucyd. viii. 107. 
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truckling to the foreigner ;1 and probably the Athenian generals, 
during these previous years of struggle, tried similar appeals to 
the generosity of their soldiers. But it is not the less certain, 
that the new constant paymaster now introduced gave fearful ( 
odds to the Spartan cause. ~- }' 
~he good par and hearty co-operation which the Pelopon-,·V~ 

nes1ans now enJoyed from Pharna:bazus, only made them the\" -~/ 
. mor~ indignant at t~e prev~ous deceit of Tis;;aphernes: Under . ·\~ 
t the mfiuence of this sentiment, they readily lent aid to the L•' 
· inhabitants of Antandrus in expelling his general Arsakes with ' ·i' 

the Persian garrison. Arsakes had recently committed an acrV'~ ,. 
I of murderous perfidy, under the influence of some unexplainedy/...1 
I pique, against the Delians established at Adramyttium : he had 
, summoned their principal citizens to take part as allies in an 

expedition, and had caused them all to be surrounded, shot 
• down, and massacred during the morning meal. Such an act 
• was more than sufficient to excite hatred and alarm among the 
~ neighbouring Antandrians, who invited from Abydos, across 
t the mountain range of Ida, a body of Peloponnesian hoplites ; 
s by whose aid Antandrus w~s liberated from the Persians.2 

c In ~Iili~tus as well as in Knidus, Tissaphernes had already 
s experienced the like humiliation: 3 Lichas was no longer alive 
h o back his pretensions: nor do we hear that he obtained any 
r-' esult from the complaints of his envoy Gaulites at Sparta. 
1: J nder these circumstances he began to fear that he had incurred 
g l weight of enmity wh~ch might prove seriously mischievous, 
' md he was not without jealousy of the popularity and possible 
' success of Pharnabazus. The delusion respecting the Phenician 

feet, now that Mindarus had openly broken with him and 
· quitted Miletus, was no longer available to any useful purpose. 
1 Accordingly he dismissed the Phenician fleet to their own 
' 1omes, pretending to have received tidings that the Phenician 
r owns were endangered by sudden attacks from Arabia and 
J ·~gypt ; 4 while he himself quitted Aspendus to revisit Ionia, as 
"' vel! as to go forward to the Hellespont for the purpose of renew-

ng personal intercourse with the dissatisfied Peloponnesians. 
s 
a 1 Xenoph. Hellen. v. r, 17. Compare a like explanation, under nobler 
. circumstances, from the Spartan Kallikratidas, Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 7 ; 
s Plutarch, Lysander, c. 6. 
d 2 Thucyd. viii. ro8 ; Diodor. xiii. 42. 
tl 8 Thucyd. viii. 109. 
it 4 Diodor. xiii. 46. This is the statement of Diodorus, and seems pro

. 'Able enough ; though he makes a strange confusion in the Persian affairs 
'-'1 Jf t1is year, leaving out the name of Tissaphernes, and jumbling the acts 
sh ,f Tissaphernes with the name of Pharnabazus. 
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He wished, while trying again to excuse his own treachery 

ut the Phenician fleet, at the same time to protest against 
r recent proceedings at Antandrus ; or, at the least, to 

, ain some guarantee against repetition of such hostility. 

~
'~ is visit to Ionia, however, seems to have occupied some time, 

and he tried to conciliate the Ionic Greeks by a splendid 
rifice to Artemis at Ephesus.1 Having quitted Aspendus 
far as we can make out) about the beginning of August • 

1fi B.c.), he did not reach the Hellespont until the month of ~ 
, ~ovember.2 

~, As soon as the Phenician fleet had disappeared, Alkibiades 
returned with his thirteen triremes from Phaselis to Samos. 
He too, like Tissaphernes, made the proceeding subservient 
to deceit of his own. He took credit with his countrymen for 

1 Thucyd. viii. 109. It is at this point that we have to part company 
with the historian Thucydid~s, whose work not only closes without reach
ing any definite epoch or limit, but even breaks off (as we possses it) in the 
middle of a sentence. 

The full extent of this irreparable loss can hardly be conceived, except 
by those who have been called upon to study his work with the profound 
and minute attention required from an historian of Greece. To pass from 
Thucydides to the Hellenica of Xenophon, is a descent truly mournful: 
and yet, when we look at Grecian history as a whole, we have great reason 
to rejoice that even so inferior a work as the latter has reached us. The 
historical purposes and conceptions of Thucydides, as set forth by himself 
in his preface, are exalted and philosophical to a degree altogether wonder· 
ful, when we consider that he had no pre-existing models before him from 
which to derive them. And the eight books of his work (in spite of the 
unfinished condition of the last) are not unworthy of these large promises, 
either in spirit or in execution. Even the peculiarity, the condensation, 
and the harshness, of his style, though it sometimes hides from us his full 
meaning, has the general effect of lending great additional force and of 
impressing his thoughts much more deeply upon every attentive reader. 

During the course of my previous volumes, I have had frequent occasion 
to notice the criticisms of Dr. Arnold in his edition of Thucydides; most 
generally on points where I dissented from him. I have done this, partly 
because I believe that Dr. Arnold's edition is in most frequent use among 
English readers of Thucydides-partly because of the high esteem which I 
entertain for the liberal spirit, the erudition, and the judgement, which per
vade his criticisms generally throughout the book. Dr. Arnold deserves, 
especially, the high commendation, not often to be bestowed even upon 
learned and exact commentators, of conceiving and appreciating antiquity 
as a living whole, and not merely as an aggregate of words and abstractions. 
His criticisms are continually adopted by Goller in the second edition of 
his Thucydides, and to a great degree also by Poppo. Desiring, as I do 
sincerely, that his edition may long maintain its pre-eminence among 
English students of Thucydides, I have thought it my duty at the same 
time to indicate many of the points on which his remarks either advance or 
imflY views of Grecian history different from my own. 

Xenoph. Hellen. i. r, 9· 
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having enlisted the goodwill of the satrap more strongly than 
ever in the cause of Athens, and for having induced him to 
abandon his intention of bringing up the Phenician fleet. 1 At 
this time Dorieus was at Rhodes with thirteen triremes, having 
been despatched by Mindarus (before his departure from 
Miletus) in order to stifle the growth of a philo-Athenian party 
in the island. Perhaps the presence of this force may have 
threatened the Athenian interest in Kos and Halikarnassus ; 
for we now find Alkibiades going to these places from Samos, 
with nine fresh triremes in addition to his own thirteen. 
Having erected fortifications at the town of Kos, he planted in 
it an Athenian officer and garrison. From Halikarnassus he 

, levied large contributions; upon what pretence, or whether 
from simple want of money, we do not know. It was towards ·\ 
the middle of September that he returned to Samos.2 f'\ ¥'"· 

At the Hellespont, Mindarus had been reinforced after the )( 
battle of Kynossema by the squadron from Eubc:ea; at least~.~ 
by that portion of it which had escaped the storm off Mount ' 'J 
Athos. The departure of the Peloponnesian fleet from Eubc:ea . 1_;·' 
enabled the Athenians also to send a few more ships to their 'f'"' 
fleet at Sestos. Thus ranged on the opposite sides of the 
strait, the two fleets came to a second action, wherein the 
Peloponnesians, under Agesandridas, had the advantage; yet 
with little fruit. It was about the month of October, seemingly, 
that Dorieus with his fourteen triremes came from Rhodes to 
rejoin Mindarus at the Hellespont. He had hoped probably 
to get up the strait to Abydos during the night, but he was 
caught by daylight a little way from the entrance, near Rhc:e
teium ; and the Athenian scouts instantly gave signal of his 
approach. Twenty Athenian triremes were despatched to 
attack him : upon which Dorieus fled, and sought safety by 
hauling his vessels ashore in the receding bay near Dardanus. 
The Athenian squadron here attacked him, but were repulsed 
and forced to sail back to Madytus. Mindarus was himself a 
spectator of this scene, from a distance ; being engaged in 
sacrificing to Athene on the venerated hill of Ilium. He 
immediately hastened to Abydos, where he fitted out his whole 
fleet of 84 triremes; Pharnabazus co-operating on the shore 
with his land-force. Having rescued the ships of Dorieus, his 

1 Thucyd. viii. 108. Diodorus (xiii. 38) talks of this influence of Alki
biad@s over the satrap as if it were real. Plutarch (Alkibiad. c. 26) speaks 
in more qualified language. 

2 Thucyd. viii. ro8. 1rp~s "~ p.eT07rwpov. Haack and Sievers (see Sie
vers, Comment. ad Xenoph. Hellen. p. 103) construe this as indicating the 
middle of August, which I think too early in the year. 
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next care was, to resist the entire Athenian fleet, which presently 
came to attack him under Thrasybulus and Thrasyllus. An 
obstinate naval combat took place between the two fleets, 
which lasted nearly the whole day with doubtful issue: at 
length, towards the evening, 20 fresh triremes were seen 
approaching. They proved to be the squadron of Alkibiades 
sailing from Samos: having probably heard of there-junction 
of the squadron of Dorieus with the main Peloponnesian fleet, 
he had come with his own counterbalancing reinforcement.1 j 
As soon as his purple flag or signal was ascertained, the 
Athenian fleet became animated with redoubled spirit. The 
new-comers aided them in pressing the action so vigorously, 
that the Peloponnesian fleet was driven back to Abydos, and t 

there run ashore. Here the Athenians still followed up their 
success, and endeavoured to tow them all off. But the Persian 
land-force protected them, and Pharnabazus himself was seen 
foremost in the combat; even pushing into the water in person, 
as far as his horse could stand. The main Peloponnesian fleet 
was thus preserved : yet the Athenians retired with an important 
victory, carrying off thirty triremes as prizes, and retaking those 
which they had themselves lost in the two preceding actions.2 

Mindarus kept his defeated fleet unemployed at Abydos 
during the winter, sending to Peloponnesus as well as among 
his allies to solicit reinforcements : in the mean time, he en
gaged jointly with Pharnabazus in operations by land against 
~rious Athenian allies on the continent. The Athenian 

J!lamirals, on their side, instead of keeping their fleet united to 
•J ~J"Prosecute the victory, were compelled to disperse a large -.t,; port,ion of it .in flying squadro?s for collectin~ money, retaining 

)! #:n forty sail at Sestos; while Thrasyllus m person went to 
-~ eps to proclaim the victory and ask for reinforcements. 
"' V~uant to this request, thirty triremes were sent out under 
I' "\(f'heramenes; who first endeavoured without success to impede 

· the construction of the bridge between Eubc:ea and Bc:eotia, 
and next sailed on a voyage among the islands for the purpose 
of collecting money. He acquired considerable plunder by 
descents upon hostile territory, and also extorted money from 
various parties, either contemplating or supposed to contemplate 
revolt, among the dependencies of Athens. At Paros, where 
the oligarchy established by Peisander in the conspiracy of the 

1 Diodorus (xiii. 46) and Plutarch (Alkib. c. 27) speak of his coming 
to the Hellespont by accident-KaTa TtJX7)v-which is certainly very 
imrrobable. 

Xenoph. Hellen. i. r, 6, 7• 



The Restored Athenian Democracy 105 

Four Hundred still subsisted, Theramenes deposed and fined 
the men who had exercised it-establishing a democracy in 
their room. From hence he passed to Macedonia, to the 
assistance and probably into the temporary pay, of Archelaus 
king of Macedonia, whom he aided for some time in the siege 
of Pydna; blocking up the town by sea while the Macedonians 
besieged it by land. The blockade having lasted the whole 
winter, Theramenes was summoned away, before its capture, 
to join the main Athenian fleet in Thrace : Archelaus however 
took Pydna not long afterwards, and transported the town with 
its residents from the sea-board to a distance more than two 
miles inland.1 We trace in all these proceedings the evidence 
of that terrible want of money which now drove the Athenians 
to injustice, extortion, and interference with their allies, such 
as they had never committed during the earlier years of the war. 

It is at this period that we find mention made of a fresh y ... :..~ 
intestine commotion in Korkyra, less stained however with\·(, 
savage enormities than that recounted in the seventh year of Y'~ 
the war. It appears that the oligarchical party in the island, f.~ 1 

which had been for the moment nearly destroyed at that period, ' 
had since gained strength, and was encouraged by the mis
fortunes of Athens to lay plans for putting the island into the 
hands of the Lacedremonians. The democratical leaders, 
apprised of this conspiracy, sent to Naupaktus for the Athenian 
admiral Konon. He came with a detachment of 6oo Mes
senians, by the aid of whom they seized the oligarchical 
conspirators in the market-place, putting a few to death, and 
banishing more than a thousand. The extent of their alarm 
is attested by the fact, that they liberated the slaves and con
ferred the right of citizenship upon the foreigners. The exiles, 
having retired to the opposite continent, came back shortly 
afterwards, and were admitted, by the connivance of a party 
within, into the market-place. A serious combat took place 
within the walls, which was at last made up by a compromise 
and by the restoration of the exiles.2 We know nothing about 

1 Diodor. xiii. 47, 49· 
2 Diodor. xiii. 48. Sievers (Commentat. ad Xenoph. Hellen. p. 12; 

and p. 65, not. 58) controverts the reality of these tumults in Korkyra, here 
mentioned by Diodorus, but not mentioned in the Hellenika of Xenophon, 
and contradicted, as he thinks, by the negative inference derivable from 
Thucyd. iv. 48-8ua 'Y• I<«Ta Tbv 7rO/I.eJJ.ov TOvlie. But it appears to me 
that F. W. Ullrich (Beitriige zur ErkHirung des Thukydides, p. 95-99) has 
properly explained this phrase of Thucydid~s, as meaning, in the place here 
cited, the first ten years of the Peloponnesian war, between the surprise of 
Platrea and the peace of Nikias. 

E2 
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the particulars of this compromise, but it seems to have been 
Wisely drawn up and faithfully observed; for we hear nothing 
about Korkyra until about thirty-five years after this period, 
and the island is then presented to us as in the highest perfec
tion of cultivation and prosperity.1 Doubtless the emancipation 
of slaves, and the admission of so many new foreigners to the 
citizenship, contributed to this result. 
~Meanwhile Tissaphernes, having completed his measures in 
nia, arrived at the Hellespont not long after the battle of 

l bydos-seemingly about November 41 r B.c. He was anxious 
1 t.y" retain some credit with the Peloponnesians, for which an 
'~ _#bpportunity soon presented itself. Alkibiades, then in com
'.Vfl·. mand of the Athenian fleet at Sestos, came to visit him in all 
j '.H"1 the pride of victory, bringing the customary presents; but the 
~L ~trap seized his person and sent him away to Sardis as a prisoner 
r. :,.,/'"~custody, affirming that he had the Great King's express 
~J6rders for carrying on war with the Athenians. 2 Here was an 
~ end of all the delusions of Alkibiades, respecting pretended 

power of influencing the Persian counsels. Yet these delusions 
had already served his purpose by procuring for him a renewed 
position in the Athenian camp, which his own military energy 
enabled him to sustain and justify. 

Towards the middle of this winter the superiority of the fleet 
of Mindarus at Abydos, over the Athenian fleet at Sestos, had 
become so great (partly, as it would appear, through reinforce
ments obtained by the former-partly through the dispersion 
of the latter into flying squadrons from want of pay) that the 

~
;j:lenians no longer dared to maintain their position in the 

I') if:,, e\lespont. They sailed round the southern point of the 
~ ~~ Chersonese, and took station at Kardia on the western side of 
W"' ~~e isthmus of that Peninsula. Here, about the commence-
~-,.;~ ment of spring, they were rejoined by Alkibiades; who had 
" ,~found means to escape from Sardis, (along with Mantitheus, 

·r'+- . 
't'Y . ~.~nother Athenian prisoner,) first to Klazomenre, and next to 
'\: Lesbos, where he collected a small squadron of five triremes . 

. 1 , The dispersed squadrons of the Athenian fleet being now all 
summoned to concentrate, Theramenes came to Kardia from 
Macedonia, and Thrasybulus from Thasos; whereby the 
Athenian fleet was rendered superior in number to that of 
Mindarus. News was brought that the latter had moved with 

I see no reason to call in question the truth of these disturbances in 
Korkyra here alluded to by Diodorus. 

I Xenoph. Hellen. vi. 2, 25. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. I, 9; Plutarch, Alkibiad~s, c. 27. 
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his fleet from the Hellespont to Kyzikus, and was now engaged 
in the siege of that place, jointly wfth Pharnabazus and the 
Persian tand~force. 

His vigorous attacks had in fact already carried the place, 
when the Athenian admirals resolved to attack him there, and 
contrived to do it by surprise. Having passed first from 
Kardia to Ehe(ls at the south of the Chersonese, they sailed 
up the Hellespont to Prokonnesus by night, so that their 
passage escaped the notice of the Peloponnesian guard-ships,_~~l 
at Abydos.1 '\'Y"' .. ., 

Resting at Prokonnesus one night, and seizing every boat on 1\ '\-'"\ 
the island, in order that their movements might be kept secret, ~ 
Alkibiades warned the assembled seamen that they must pre-/'; 
pare for a sea-fight, a land-fight, and a wall-fight, all at once.'\ VI" 
"We have no money (said he), while our enemies have plenty 1) w 
from the Great King." Neither zeal in the men, nor con~"i):V I 
trivance in the commanders, was wanting. A body of hoplites 1.·:\t."' 
were landed on the mainland in the territory of Kyzikus, for ) I 
the purpose of operating a diversion ; after which the fleet was J.;::t'"' 
distributed into three divisions under Alkibiades, Theramenes, ~·'"; 
and Thrasybufus. The former, advancing near to Kyzikus V"' 
with his single division, challenged the fleet of Mindarus, and ~ .• 
contrived to inveigle him by pretended flight to a distance1 ~/If 
from the harbour; while the other Athenian divisions, assistedt'lV.~ 
by hazy and rainy weather, came up unexpectedly, cut off his'\; ;,, 
retreat, and forced him to run his ships ashore on the neigh- \ .,, 
bouring mainland. After a gallant and hard-fought battle, 
partly on shipboard, partly ashore-at one time unpromising 
to the Athenians, in spite of their superiority of number, but 
not very intelligible in its details, and differently conceived by 
our two authorities-both the Peloponnesian fleet by sea and 
the forces of Pharnabazus on land were completely defeated. 
Mindarus himself was slain ; . and the entire flee!, every single 
trireme, was captured, excepf tne Triremes· or Syracuse, which 
were burnt by their own crews ; while K yzikus itself surrendered 
to the Athenians, and submitted to a large contribution, being 
spared from all other harm. The booty taken by the victors 
was abundant and valuable. The number of the triremes thus 
captured or destroyed is differently given; the lowest estimate 
states it at 6o, the highest at 8o.2 

1 Diodor. xiii. 49· Diodorus especially notices this fact, which must 
obviously be correct. Without it, the surprise of Mindarus could not have 
been accomplished. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. r, 14-20; Diodor. xiii. 50, 51. 
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rti"Lrffhis capital action, ably planned and bravely executed by 

. ~"'Alkibiades and his two colleagues (about April 410 B.c.), 
1;~,;. changed sensibly the relative position of the belligerents. The 

·, "1loponnesians had now no fleet of importance in Asia, though 
') )· t ~ probably still retained a small squadron at the station 
~\,; :\' Miletus ; while the 4-thenian fleet was more powerful and 
\.J. wenacing than ever. The dismay of the defeated army is 

·"' ~)'torcibly portrayed in the laconic despatch sent by Hippokrates 
~ 11 *ecretary of the late admiral Mindarus) to the Ephors at 
\: '· Sparta :-" All honour and advantage are gone from us : 

Mindarus is slain : the men are starving : we are in straits what 
to do." 1 The Ephors doubtless heard the same deplorable 
tale from more than one witness ; for this particular despatch 
never reached them, having been intercepted and carried to 
Athens. So discouraging was the view which they entertained 
of the future, that a Lacedremonian embassy with Endius at 
their head, came to Athens to propose peace ; or rather 
perhaps Endius (ancient friend and guest of Alkibiades, who 
had already been at Athens as envoy before) was allowed to 
come thither now again to sound the temper of the city, in a 
sort of informal manner which admitted of being easily dis
avowed if nothing came of it. For it is remarkable that 
Xenophon makes no mention of this embassy: and his silence, 
though not sufficient to warrant us in questioning the reality 
of the event-which is stated by Diodorus, perhaps on the 
authority of Theopompus, and is noway improbable in itself
nevertheless leads me to doubt whether the Ephors themselves 
admitted that they had made or sanctioned the proposition. 
It is to be remembered, that Sparta, not to mention her obliga
tion to her confederates generally, was at this moment bound 
by special convention to Persia to conclude no separate peace 
with Athens . 
.J According to Diodorus, Endius, having been admitted to 

"'~IV ~~peak in the Athenian assembly, invited the Athenians to make 
.~ce with Sparta on the following terms :-That each party 

V.t:i"' ~ould stand just as they were : That the garrisons on both 
~~~~des should be w~thdra v.:n: That prisor:ers should ?e e.xc~ange~, 
'~f2!1!1\ o e Lacedremoman agamst one Atheman. Endms ms1sted m 
~ IS speech on the mutual mischief which each was doing to the 

• The numerous discrepancies between Diodorus and Xenophon, in the 
"-A;(}I events of these few years, are collected by Sievers, Commentat. in Xenoph. 
~ Vl!ellen. not. 62, pp. 65, 66 seq. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. I' 2J. 'Eppet •dt. Kall.d· Mlv!iapos a7reuuova· '7!'ElJIOJI/'I'l 

rt:Jvlipes• a'7!'oplo!J.ES .,.[ XPil Cipfiv. 
Plutarch, Alkib. c. 28. 
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other by prolonging the war: but he contended that Athens 
was by far the greater sufferer of the two, and had the deepest 
interest in accelerating peace. She had no money, while Sparta 
had the Great King as a paymaster: she was robbed of the 
produce of Attica by the garrison of Dekeleia, while Pelopon
nesus was undisturbed : all her power and influence depended 
upon superiority at sea, which Sparta could dispense with, 
and yet retain her pre-eminence.l 

If we may believe Diodorus, all the most intelligent citizens 
in Athens recommended that this proposition should be ac
cepted. Only the demagogues, the disturbers, those who were 
accustomed to blow up the flames of war in order to obtain 
profit for themselves, opposed it. Especially the demagogue 
Kleophon, now enjoying great influence, enlarged upon the 
splendour of the recent victory, and upon the new chances of 
success now opening to them; insomuch that the assembly ,.,-' 
u!timately rejected the proposition of Endius. 2 ~t 'w"" 

It was easy for those who wrote after the battle of .tEgospo- \W 
tamos and the capture of Athens, to be wise after the fact, and\..)..J~. 
to repeat the stock denunciations against an insane people , \,, 
misled by a corrupt demagogue. But if, abstracting from our ~/'' , 
know~edge of ~~e final close of .t,he. war, we look to the tenor\i\Lj\ 
of th1s propos1t1on (even assummg 1t to have been formal and · 
J.uthorised) as well as the time at which it was made-we shall 
hesitate before we pronounce Kleophon to have been foolish, 
much less corrupt, for recommending its rejection. In refer 
ence to the charge of corrupt interest in the continuance of I..Y'• 
war, I have already made some remarks about Kleon, tending&..,..V~~ 
to show that no such interest can fairly be ascribed to dema- ~ ~.(; .· 
.,;ogues of th_at character. 3 They were essentially unwa!:Ek.~ mc:_n, ~ . " 
and had qmte as much chance personally of losmg, as of gam~ ~ ~ · 
ing, by a state of war. Especially this is true respecting'v,.. , ", 
K.kophon during the last years of the war-since the financiall,..l)"'~l 
~}osture of Athens was then so unprosperous, that all her avail-\ · ·. 
atle means were exhausted to provide for ships and men, leav- \., ·"" 
ing little or no surplus for political peculators. The admirals, 
wr·o paid the seamen by raising contributions abroad, might 
possibly enrich themselves, if so inclined; but the politicians 
at home had much less chance of such gains than they would 
have had in time of peace. Besides, even if Kleophon were 
ever so much a gainer by the continuance of war, yet assuming 
Athens to be ultimately crushed in the war, he was certain 

1 Diodor. xiii. 52. 2 Diodor. xiii. 53· 
3 See vol. vii. chap. liv. 



I IO His tory of Greece 
beforehand to be deprived, not only" of all his gains and his 
position, but of his life also. 

So much for the charge against him of corrupt interest. The 
question whether his advice was judicious, is not so easy to 
dispose of. Looking to the time when the proposition was 
made, we must recollect that the Peloponnesian fleet in Asia 
had been just annihilated, and that the brief epistle itself, from 
Hippokrates to the Ephors, divulging in so emphatic a manner 
the distress of his troops, was at this moment before the 
Athenian assembly. On the other hand, the despatches of the 
Athenian generals, announcing their victory, had excited a 
sentiment of universal triumph, manifested by public thanks
giving, at Athens. 1 We cannot doubt that Alkibiades and his 
colleagues promised a large career of coming success, perhaps 
the recovery of most part of the lost maritime empire. In this 
temper of the Athenian people and of their generals, justified 
as it was tb a great degree by the reality, what is the proposi
tion which comes from Endius? What he proposes is, in 
reality, no concession at all. Both parties to stand in their 
actual position-to withdraw garrisons-to restore prisoners. 
There was only one way in which Athens would have been a 
gainer by accepting these propositions. She would have with
drawn her garrison from Pylus-she would have been relieved 
from the garrison of Dekeleia: such an exchange would have 
been a considerable advantage to her. To this we must add 
the relief arising from simple cessation of war-doubtless real 
and important. 

Now the question is, whether a statesman like Perikles 
would have advised his countrymen to be satisfied with such a 
measure of concession, immediately after the great victory at 
K yzikus, and the two smaller victories preceding it? I incline 
to believe that he would not. It would rather have appeared 
to him in the light of a diplomatic artifice calculated to paralyse 
Athens during the interval while her enemies were defenceless, 
and to gain time for them to build a new fleet. 2 Sparta could 
not pledge herself either for Persia, or for her Peloponnesian 
confederates : indeed past experience had shown that she 
could not do so with effect. By accepting the propositions, 
therefore, Athens would not really have obtained relief from the 

1 Diodor. xiii. 52. 
2 Philochorus (ap. Schol. ad Eurip. Orest. 371) appears to have said 

that the Athenians rejected the proposition as insincerely meant-Aa~<eoat
p.ovlwv wpecrJ3ev(Ja!J.,vwv 1repl elpfw11s 0.7rt.tT-ehcra.vTes ol 'A8nva.LoL oV wpocr~ 
.f,~<av-ro: compare also Schol. ad Eurip. Orest. 722-Philochori Fragment. 
II7-II8, ed. Didot. 
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entire burthen of war; but would merely have blunted the 
ardour and tied up the hands of her own troops, at a moment 
when they felt themselves in the full current of success. By 
the armament, most certainly-and by the generals, Alkibiades, 
Theramenes, and Thrasybulus-the acceptance of sucli 'terms 
at such a moment would1iave been regarded as a disgrace. It 
would have balked them of conquests ardently, and at that 
time not unreasonably, anticipated; conquests tending to re
store Athens to that eminence from which she had been so 
recently deposed. , And it would have inflicted this mortifica
tion, not merely without compensating gain to her in any other 
shape, but with a fair probability of imposing upon all her 
citizens the necessity of redoubled efforts at no very distant 
future, when the moment favourable to her enemies should 
have arrived. 

If therefore, passing from the vague accusation, that it was 
the demagogue Kleophon who stood between Athens and the 
conclusion of peace, we examine what were the specific terms 
of peace which he induced his countrymen to reject-we shall 
find that he had very strong reasons, not to say preponderant 
reasons, for his advice. Whether he made any use of this 
proposition, in itself inadmissible, to try and invite the con
clusion of peace on more suitable and lasting terms, may well 
be doubted. Probably no such efforts would have succeeded, 
even if they had been made : yet a statesman like Perikles 
would have made the trial, in a conviction that Athens was 
carrying on the war at a disadvantage which must in the long " 
run sink ?er. A mere opposition. speaker like Kleophon, even if.,"' 
when takmg what was probably a nght measure of the actual pro- o-4e.L 
position before him, did not look so far forward into the future.1v'' 

Meanwhile the Athenian fleet reigned alone in the Propontis ~,."\ 
and its two adjacent straits, the Bosphorus and the Hellespont;,-- ~i 
although the ardour and generosity of Pharnabazus not only V""', 
supplied maintenance and clothing to the distressed seamen o~ 
the vanquished fleet, but also encouraged the construction of,~ l 
fresh ships in the room of those captured. While he armed the ~j!A 
seamen, gave them pay for two months, and distributed them ~ 
as guards along the coast of the satrapy, he at the same time~,.&: 
granted an unlimited supply of ship-timber from the abundant t \ 1) 

forests of Mount Ida, and assisted the officers in putting new'\"1 ~ty 
triremes on the stocks at Antandrus; near to which (at a place~~-
called Aspaneus) the Ida=an wood was chiefly exported.1 I"~ · 

Having made these arrangements, he proceeded to lend aid 
1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. I, 24-26; Strabo, xiii. p. 6o6. 
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at Chalkedon, which the Athenians had already begun to attack. 
Their first operation after the victory had been to sail toPerinthus 
and Selymbria, both of which had before revolted from Athens : 
the former, intimidated by the recent events, admitted them 
and rejoined itself to Athens; the latter resisted such a requisi
tion, but ransomed itself from attack for the present by the 
payment of a pecuniary fine. Alkibiades then conducted them 
to Chalkedon, opposite to Byzantium on the southernmost 
Asiatic border of the Bosphorus. To be masters of these two 
straits, the Bosphorus and the Hellespont, was a point of first
rate moment to Athens : first, because it enabled her to secure 
the arrival of the corn-ships from the Euxine for her own con
sumption; next, because she had it in her power to impose a 
tithe or due upon all the trading ships passing through-not 
unlike the dues imposed by the Danes at the Sound even down 
to the present time. For the opposite reasons, of course the 
importance of the position was equally great to the enemies of 
Athens. Until the spring of the preceding year, Athens had 
been undisputed mistress of both the straits. But the revolt of 
Abydos in the Hellespont (about April 4II B.c.) and that of 
Byzantium with Chalkedon in the Bosphorus (about June 4II 
B.c.), had deprived her of this pre-eminence; and her supplies 
obtained during the last few months could only have come 
through during those intervals when her fleets there stationed had 
the preponderance, so as to give them convoy. Accordingly 
it is highly probable that her supplies of corn from the Euxine 

_;j,uring the autumn of 41 r B.c. had been comparatively restricted. 
:. ir Though Chalkedon itself, assisted by Pharnabazus, still held 
\, :,. V.,Jit against Athens, Alkibiades now took possession of Chry
l"•'j~opolis, its unfortified seaport, on the eastern coast of the 
.;~~ ~osphorus opposite Byzantium. This place he fortified, estab-
1/"!t:Offihed in it a squadron with a permanent garrison, and erected .£\ it into a regular tithing port for levying toll on all vessels 
;;; '/coming out of the Euxine.l The Athenians seem to have 

1 See Demos then. de Corontl, c. 7 I ; and Xenoph. Hellen. i. I, 22. t<al 
OEt<aTEVT~pwv l<aTEO"ICEVaO"a.V ~v avTjl (XpvO"O'IrOll.et), Kal T~V OEICaT'll'' ~~·"'· 
"fOVTo Twv ~"' Tov ITovTov 1rll.oiwv: compare iv. 8, 27; and v. I, 28; also 
Diodor. xiii. 64. 

The expression T~v oeK&T'IJ~ implies that this tithe was something known 
and pre-established. 

Polybius (iv. 44) gives credit to Alkibia.des for having been the first to 
suggest this method of gain to Athens. But there is evidence that it was 
practised long before-even anterior to the Athenian empire, during the 
times of Persian preponderance (see Herodot. vi. 5). 

See a striking passage, illustrating the importance to Athens of the 
possession of Byzantium, in Lysias, Orat. xxvii1. cont. Ergokl. sect. 6. 
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habitually levied this toll at Byzantium, until the revolt of that(. V '-" 
place, among their constant sources of revenue : it was now re-\ p\ 
established under the auspices of Alkibiades. In so far as it . . r. 

was levie~ on ships whic~ brought their pr~duce for ~al~ and \·< 
consumptiOn at Athens, 1t was of course ult1mately pa1d m the. , · 
shape of increased price by Athenian citizens and metics. ' 
Thirty triremes under Theramenes were left at Chrysopolis to\ · 
enforce this levy, to convoy friendly merchantmen, and in 
other respects to serve as annoyance to the enemy. "! 

The remaining fleet went partly to the Hellespont, partly to Vt.J~ 
Thrace, where the diminished maritime strength of the Lace-, .• '}· 
dremonians already told in respect to the adherence of the'--' - .· 
cities. At Thasus especially, 1 the citizens, headed by Ekphan1\'< t 
tus, expelled the Lacedremonian harmost Eteonikus with his;! ,, 
garrison, and admitted Thrasybulus with an Athenian force.~··· 
It ~ill be recollected that this was one o! the cities in. whicht (''". 
Pe1sander and the Four Hundred consp1rators (early m 4rt ... 
B.C.) had put down the democracy and established an oli- \~ 
garchical government, under pretence that the allied cities 
would be faithful to Athens as soon as she was relieved from 
her democratical institutions. All the calculations of these 
oligarchs had been disappointed, as Phrynichus had pre
dicted from the first. The Thasians, as soon as their own 
oligarchical party had been placed in possession of the 
government, recalled their disaffected exiles,2 under whose 
auspices the Laconian garrison and harmost had since been 
introduced. Eteonikus, now expelled, accused the Lacedre
monian admiral Pasippidas of being himself a party to the 
expulsion, under bribes from Tissaphernes; an accusation, 
which seems improbable, but which the Lacedremonians 
believed, and accordingly banished Pasippidas, sending Krate
sippidas to replace him. The new admiral found at Chios a 
small fleet which Pasippidas had already begun to collect 
from the allies, to supply the recent losses. 3 

The tone at Athens, since the late naval victories, had be
come more hopeful and energetic. Agis, with his garrison at 
Dekeleia, though the Athenians could not hinder him from 
ravaging Attica, yet on approaching one day near to the city 
walls, was repelled with spirit and success by Thrasyllus. 
But that which most mortified the Lacedremonian king, was to 
discern from his lofty station at Dekeleia the abundant influx 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. I, 32 ; Demosthen. cont. Leptin. s. 48, c. I4, p. 
474· 

2 Thucyd. viii. 64. 3 Xenoph. Hellen. i. I, 32. 
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, ~to the Peineus of corn-ships from the Euxine, again renewed 

f)Mn the autumn of 410 B.c., since the occupation of the Bos
t;'_f}iphorus and Hellespont by Alkibiades. For the safe reception 

~
' these ves~els, Thorikus was soon after fortified. Agis ex

' claimed that it was fruitless to shut out the Athenians from the 
· ".)!>roduce of Attica, so long as plenty of imported corn was 
\\ ~llowed to reach them. Accordingly he provided, in con

)'\) junction with the Megarians, a small squadron of fifteen 
vi"' triremes, with which he despatched Klearchus to Byzantium 

and Chalkedon. That Spartan was a public guest of the 
Byzantines, and had already been singled out to command 
auxiliaries intended for that city. He seems to have begun 
his voyage during the ensuing winter (B.c. 410-409), and 
reached Byzantium in safety, though with the destruction of 
three of his squadron by the nine Athenian triremes who 
guarded the Hellespont.1 

~,./" Jn the ensuing spring, Thrasyllus was despatched from 
~Athens at the head of a large new force to act in Ionia. He 

1 ~ ~manded so triremes, rooo of the regular hoplites, roo 
~\~orsemen, and sooo seamen, with the means of arming these 
"' ~tter as peltasts; also transports for his troops besides the 
i)o..f triremes.2 Having reposed his armament for three days at 

Samos, he made a descent at Pygela, and next succeeded in 
making himself master of Kolophon with its port Notium. 
He next threatened Ephesus, but that place was defended by 
a powerful force which Tissaphernes had summoned, under 
proclamation "to go and succour the goddess Artemis;" as 
well as by twenty-five fresh Syracusan and two Selinusian 
triremes recently arrived.3 From these enemies Thrasyllus 
sustained a severe defeat near Ephesus, lost 300 men, and was 
compelled to sail off to Notium; from whence, after burying 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. I, 35-36. He says that the ships of Klearchus, on 
being attacked by the Athenians in the Hellespont, fled first to Sestos, and 
afterwards to Byzantium. But Sestos was the Athenian station. The name 
must surely be put by inadvertence for Abydos, the Peloponnesian station. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 1, 34; i. 2, I. Diodorus (xiii. 64) confounds 
Thrasybulus with Thrasyllus. 

8 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 2, 5- I r. Xenophon distinguishes these twenty-five 
Syracusan triremes into TO!V 11'po·dpwv EfKOG'! vewv-and then ai <npa< 1J'OVTE, 

a/ vewu-rl JIKovG'a<. But it appears to me that the twenty triremes, as well 
as the five, must have come to Asia, since the battle of Kyzikus-though 
the five may have been somewhat later in their period of arrival. All the 
Syracusan ships in the fleet of Mindarus were destroyed; and it seems im
possible to imagine that that admiral can have left twenty Syracusan ships 
at Ephesus or Miletus, in addition to those which he took with him to the 
Hellespont. 
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his dead, he proceeded northward towards the Hellespont. 
On the way thither, while halting for a while at Methymna in 
the north of Lesbos, Thrasyllus saw the twenty-five Syracusan 
triremes passing by on their voyage from Ephesus to Abydos. 
He immediately attacked them, captured four along with the 
entire crews, and chased the remainder back to their station at 
Ephesus. All the prisoners taken were sent to Athens, where 
they were deposited for custody in the stone-quarries of 
Peineus, doubtless in retaliation for the treatment of the 
Athenian prisoners at Syracuse : they contrived however dur
ing the ensuing winter to break a way out and escape to 
Dekeleia. Among the prisoners taken, was found Alkibiades 
the Athenian (cousin and fellow-exile of the Athenian general 
of the same name), whom Thrasyllus caused to be set at .• ~~_.fl 
liberty, while the others were sent to Athens.1 'Iff'/ 

After the delay caused by this ~u:suit, he .b~ou~ht back his tr.\ 
armament to the Hellespont and JOined Alk1b1ades at SestosN ':;",.. 
Their joint force was conveyed over, seemingly about the com~"' ,./V 
mencement of autumn, to Lampsakus on the Asiatic side of the ("'\~;,.•1 

strait; which place they fortified and made their head-quarters\k1 
• 

for the autumn and winter, maintaining themselves by pre
datory excursions throughout the neighbouring satrapy of 
Pharnahazus. It is curious to learn, however, that when 
Alkibiades was proceeding to marshal the army altogether 
(the hoplites, pursuant to Athenian custom, taking rank 
according to their tribes), his own soldiers, never yet beaten, 
refused to fraternise with those of Thrasyllus, who had been so 
recently worsted at Ephesus. ~or was this alienation removed 
until after a joint expedition against Abydos; Pharnabazus, 
presenting himself with a considerable force, especially cavalry, 
to relieve that place, was encountered and defeated in a battle 
wherein all the Athenians present took part. The honour of 
the hoplites of Thrasyllus was now held to be re-established, so 
that the fusion of ranks was admitted without further difficulty.2 
Even the entire army, however, was not able to accomplish 
the conquest of Abydos ; which the Peloponnesians and 
Pharnabazus still maintained as their station on the Hellespont. 

Meanwhile Athens had so stripped herself of force, by the 
large armament recently sent with Thrasyllus, that her enemies 
near home were encouraged to active operations. The Spartans 
de~patched an expedition, both of triremes and of land-force, 
to attack Pylus, which had remained as an Athenian post and 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 2, 8- t 5· 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. z, 13-17; Plutarch, Alkibiad. c. 29. 
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'.$' a refuge for revolted Helots ever since its first fortification by 

,II Demosthenes in B.c. 425. The place was vigorously attacked 
,,~oth by sea and by land, and soon became much pressed. 
I' Not unmindful of its distress, the Athenians sent to its relief 
~""" 30 triremes under Anytus, who however came back without 
\ t.lfxen reaching the place, having been prevented by stormy 
1< :~eather or unfavourable winds from doubling Cape Malea. 
:t.l ~;Hus was soon afterwards obliged to surrender, the garrison 
. ,(departing o~ terms o~ capitulation.1 ~ut Anytus on his return 
~ _pencounterer> great d1spleasure from h1s countrymen, and was 
'r ·W!t on his trial for having betrayed, or for not having done his 
.;v1itmost to fulfil, the trust confided to him. It is said that 
~· he only saved himself from condemnation by bribing the 
' ~Bikastery, and that he was the first Athenian who ever 
:. "bbtained a verdict by corruption. 2 Whether he could really 

' , ~ '!l,ave reached Pylus, and whet?er the obstacles which baffled 
•. ·. hlm were such as an energetic officer would have overcome, 
"· we have no means of determining; still less, whether it be 

true that he actually escaped by bribery. The story seems to 
prove, however, that the general Athenian public thought him 
deserving of condemnation, and were so much surprised by 
his acquittal, as to account for it by supposing, truly or falsely, 
the use of means never before attempted. 

It was about the same time also, that the Megarians 
recovered by surprise their port of Niscea, which had been 
held by an Athenian garrison since B.c. 424. The Athenians 
made an effort to retake it, but failed; though they defeated 
the Megarians in an action. 3 

Thrasyllus, during the summer of B.c. 409-and even the 
joint force of Thrasy!lus and Alkibiades during the autumn 
of the same year-seem to have effected less than might have 
been expected from so large a force: indeed it must have 
been at some period during this year that the Lacedcemonian 
Klearchus, with his 15 Megarian ships, penetrated up the 
Hellespont to Byzantium, finding it guarded only by 9 

1 Diodor. xiii. 64. The slighting way in which Xenophon (Hellen. i. 2, 
1 8) dismisses this capture of Pylus, as a mere retreat of some runaway 
Helots from Malea-as well as his employment of the name Koryphasion, 
and not of Py!us-prove how much he wrote from the statements of Lace· 
dremonian informants. 

2 Diodor. xiii. 64; Plutarch, Coriolan. c. 14. 
Aristotle, 'A8rwaiwv 'll'olur.la, ap. Harpokration. v. A.e~<dCwv-and in the 

Collection of Fragment. Aristotel. no. 72, ed. Didot (Fragment. Historic. 
Grrec. vol. ii. J?· 127). 

s Diodor. x1ii. 65. 
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Athenian triremes.1 But the operations of 408 B.c. were~~ 
more important. The entire force under Alkibiades and the c).-~· 
other commanders was mustered for the siege of Chalkedon l\ : 
and Byzantium. The Chatkedonians, having notice of the ~ ,./ 
project, deposited their moveable property for safety in the . ' \) 
hands of their neighbours the Bithynian Thracians; a remark- \'\ . 
able evidence of the good feeling and confidence between the1, \: ·; 
two, contrasting strongly with the perpetual hostility which \N . 
subsisted on the other side of the Bosphorus between f ·. ' 
Byzantium and the Thracian tribes adjoining.2 But the prB\J....-1 
caution was frustrated by Alkibiades, who entered the territory" 
of the Bithynians and compelled them by threats to deliver up 
the effects confided to them. He then proceeded to block up 
Chalkedon by a wooden wall carried across from the Bosphorus 
to the Propontis ; though the continuity of this wall was 
interrupted by a river, and seemingly by some rough ground 
on the immediate brink of the river. The blockading wall was 
already completed, when Pharnabazus appeared with an army 
for the relief of the place, and advanced as far as the Hera
kleion (or temple of Herakles) belonging to the Chalkedonians. 
Profiting by his approach, Hippokrates, the Laceda:monian 
harmost in the town, made a vigorous sally: but the Athenians 
repelled all the efforts of Pharnabazus to force a passage 
through their lines and join him-so that, after an obstinate 
contest, the sallying force was driven back within the walls of 1 
the town, and Hippokrates himself killed.s 

The blockade of the town was now made so sure, that~ 
A:kibiades departed with a portion of the army to levy money £1""'r. 
and get together forces for the siege of Byzantium afterwards. '"" ~ 
During his absence, Theramenes and Thrasybulus came to '"; ~ 
terms with Pharnabazus for the. capitulation of Chalkedon.~"' ~ 
It was agreed that the town should again become a tributaryv" 
dependency of Athens, on the same rate of tribute as befor~y/' 
tl:e revolt, and that the arrears during the subsequent period '..y 
should be paid up. Moreover, Pharnabazus himself engaged 
to pay to the Athenians zo talents on behalf of the town, and 
also to escort some Athenian envoys up to Susa, enabling 
them to submit propositions for accommodation to the Great 
King. Until those envoys should return, the Athenians 
covenanted to abstain from hostilities against the satrapy of 
Pharnabazus.4 Oaths to this effect were mutually exchanged, 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. 
a Xenoph. Hellen. 
1 Xenoph. Hellen. 

I, 36. 2 Polyb. iv. 44-45. 
3, 5-7 ; Diodor. xiii. 66. 
3, 9· ''r11'o'TEAei'v Tbv cp6pov Xali.K7Joovlous 'A67]Yaiots 
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after the return of Alkibiades from his expedition. For 
Pharnabazus positively refused to complete the ratification 
with the other generals, until Alkibiades should be there to 
ratify in person also; a proof at once of the great individual 
importance of the latter, and of his known facility in finding 
excuses to evade an agreement. Two envoys were accordingly 
sent by Pharnabazus to Chrysopolis, to receive the oaths 
of Alkibiades, while two relatives of Alkibiades came to 
Chalkedon as witnesses to those of Pharnabazus. Over and 
above the common oath shared with his colleagues, Alkibiades 
took a special covenant of personal friendship and hospitality 
~h the satrap, and received from him the like. 

Alkibiades had employed his period of absence in capturing 
elymbria, from whence he obtained a sum of money, and 

n getting together a large body of Thracians, with whom he 
maJ;ched by land to Byzantium. That place was now besieged, 

~
mediately after the capitulation of Chalkedon, by the 

united force of the Athenians. A wall of circumvallation was 
drawn around it, and various attacks were made by missiles 
and battering engines. These however the Laced::emonian 
garrison, under the harmost Klearchus, aided by some 
Megarians under Helixus and Bc:eotians under Kc:eratadas, 
was perfectly competent to repel. But the ravages of famine 
were not so easily dealt with. After the blockade had lasted 
some time, provisions began to fail; so that Klearchus, strict 
and harsh even under ordinary circumstances, became inex
orable and oppressive from exclusive anxiety for the subsistence 
of his soldiers; and even locked up the stock of food while 
the population of the town were dying of hunger around him. 
Seeing that his only hope was from external relief, he sallied 
8<TOV7rEp Elcf>Oe<Tav, Kal .,.;;. O</>EtA.6p.eva xpfip.a'Ta c't1Toooiivat· 'AO'Ivalous a€ p.'IJ 
7rOAEp.ei~ XaA.K'I)oovlou, ews li.v ol1rapil. /3a<TtA.ta 7rpt<T/3ets ~A.Ow<Ttv. 

This passage strengthens the doubts which I threw out in a former 
chapter, whether the Athenians ever did or could realise their project of 
commuting the tribute (imposed upon the dependent allies) for an ad 
valorem duty of five per cent. on imports and exports, which project is 
mentioned by Thucydides (vii. 28) as having been resolved upon at least, 
if not carried out, in the summer of 413 B.c. In the bargain here made 
with the Chalkedonians, it seems implied that the payment of tribute was 
the last arrangement subsisting between Athens and Chalkedon, at the 
time of the revolt of the latter. 

Next, I agree with the remark made by Schneider in his note upon the 
passage 'AO'I)valous a€ p.'IJ 7rOAEp.Eiv Xali.IC'IOOVlots. He notices the tenor 
of the covenant as it stands in Plutarch-.. 'qv <l>apva/3a(ov a€ xd>pav p.'IJ c'tatKE'iv 
(Alkib. c. 31), which is certainly far more suitable to the circumstances. 
Instead of Xali.I<'I)Oovlots he proposes to read <l>apvo./3&(<tJ. At any rate, this 
is the meaning. 
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forth from the city to entreat aid from Pharnabazus ; and to 
get together, if possible, a fleet for some aggressive operation 
that might divert the attention of the besiegers. He left the 
defence to Kceratadas and Helixus, in full confidence that the 
Byzantines were too much compromised by their revolt from 
Athens to venture to desert Sparta, whatever might be their 
suffering. But the favourable terms recently granted to 
Chalkedon, coupled with the severe and increasing famine, 
induced Kydon and a Byzantine party to open the gates by 
night, and admit Alkibiades with the Athenians into the wide 
interior square called the Thrakion. Helixus and Kceratadas, 
apprised of this attack only when the enemy had actually got 
possession of the town on all sides, vainly attempted resist
ance, and were compelled to surrender at discretion. They 
were sent as prisoners to Athens, where Kceratadas contrived 
to escape during the confusion of the landing at Peira:us. 
Favourable terms were granted to the town, which was replaced 
in its position of a dependent ally of Athens, and probably 
had to pay up its arrears of tribute in the same manner as 
Chalkedon.l 

So slow was the process of sie. ge in ancient times, that theCl\ ..; 
reduction of Chalkedon and Byzantium occupied nearly the' Vw" , 
whole year ; the latter place surrendering about the beginning v..\11 
of winter.2 Both of them, however, were acquisitions of capital , .I 
importance to Athens, making her again undisputed mistress of I/ 
the Bosphorus, and ensuring to her two valuable tributary allies~ 
Besides this improvement in her position, the accommodatio ,.'" 
just concluded with Pharnabazus was also a step of great value, ,/./ 
and still greater promise. It was plain that the satrap had I. .ft' 
grown weary of bearing all the brunt of the war for the benefit O:,t 
of the Peloponnesians, and that he was well disposed to assist~ll.;• 
the Athenians in coming to terms with the Great King. The'4-,\·; 
mere withdrawal of his hearty support from Sparta, even if ~ 
nothing else followed from it, was of immense moment to~'-" 
Athens ; and thus much was really achieved. The envoys, ' .
five Athenians and two Argeians (all, probably, sent for from \v
Athens, which accounts for some delay), were directed after 
the siege of Chalkedon to meet Pharnabazus at Kyzikus. Some 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 3, 15-22; Diodor. xiii. 67; Plutarch, Alkib. c. 31. 
The account given by Xenophon of the surrender of Byzantium, which I 

have followed in the text, is perfectly plain and probable. It does not 
consist with the complicated stratagem described in Diodorus and Plutarch, 
as well as in Frontinus, iii. xi. 3 ; alluded to also in Poly::enus, i. 48, 2. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, I. 
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Lacedcemonian envoys, and even the Syracusan Hermokrates, 
who had been condemned and banished by sentence at home, 
took advantage of the same escort, and all proceeded on their 
journey upward to Susa. Their progress was arrested, during 
the extreme severity of the winter, at Gordium in Phrygia; and 
it was while pursuing their track into the interior at the opening 
of spring, that they met the young prince Cyrus, son of King 
Darius, coming down in person to govern an important part of 
Asia Minor. Some Lacedcemonian envoys (Bceotius and others) 
were travelling down along with him, after having fulfilled their 
mission at the Persian court.l 

CHAPTER LXIV 

FROM THE ARRIVAL OF CYRUS THE YOUNGER IN ASIA MINOR 
DOWN TO THE BATTLE OF ARGINUSJE 

• .1'1 {HE advent of Cyrus, commonly known as Cyrus the younger, 
I\" .A.'to Asia Minor, was an event of the greatest importance, open-
1.\;~.r i mrigc what may be called the last phase in the Peloponnesian war. 

·~: He was the younger of the two sons of the Persian king r Darius Nothus by the cruel queen Parysatis, and was now sent 
~down by his father as satrap of Lydia, Phrygia the greater, and 
,;,~appadokia; as well as general of all that military division of 

'··*hich the muster-place was Kast6lus. His command did not 
:-:-.' .lj.{ this time comprise the Greek cities on the coast, which were 
,f.;J ~till left to Tissaphernes and Pharnabazus.2 But he nevertheless 
;.' 'brought down with him a strong interest in the Grecian war, 
',f' and an intense anti-Athenian feeling, with full authority from 

his father to carry it out into act. Whatever this young man 
willed, he willed strongly: his bodily activity, rising superior to 
those temptations of sensual indulgence which often enervated 
the Persian grandees, provoked the admiration even of Spartans; 3 

and his energetic character was combined with a certain 
measure of ability. Though he had not as yet conceived that 
deliberate plan for mounting the Persian throne which afterwards 
absorbed his whole mind, and was so near succeeding by the 
help of the Ten Thousand Greeks-yet he seems to have had 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, 2-3. 
2 The Anabasis of Xenophon (i. 1, 6-8; i. 9, 7--9) is better authority, 

and speaks more exactly, than the Hellenica, i. 4, 3· 
3 See the anecdote of Cyrus and Lysander in Xenoph. CEconom. iv. 

zr, 23. 
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from the beginning the sentiment and ambition of a king in 
prospect, not those of a satrap. He came down well aware that 
Athens was the efficient enemy by whom the pride of the 
Persian kings had been humbled, the insular Greeks kept out 
of the sight of a Persian ship, and even the continental Greeks 
on the coast practically emancipated-for the last sixty years. 
He therefore brought down with him a strenuous desire, to put 
down the Athenian power, very different from the t,reacherous 
balancing of Tissaphernes, and much more formidable even 
than the straightforward enmity of Pharnabazus, who had less 
money, less favour at court, and less of youthful ardour. 
Moreover Pharnabazus, after having heartily espoused the cause 
of the Peloponnesians for the last three years, had now become 
weary of the allies whom he had so long kept in pay. Instead 
of expelling Athenian influence from his coasts with little 
difficulty, as he had expected to do-he found his satrapy 
plundered, his revenues impaired or absorbed, and an Athenian 

:fleet all-powerful in the Propontis and Hellespont ; while the 
Laceda!monian fleet, which he had taken so much pains to 
invite, was destroyed. Decidedly sick of the Peloponnesian 
cause, he was even leaning towards Athens; and the envoys 
whom he was escorting to Susa might perhaps have laid the 
foundation of an altered Persian policy in Asia Minor, when 
the journey of Cyrus down to the coast overthrew all such 
calculations. The young prince brought with him a fresh, 
hearty, and youthful antipathy against Athens,-a power inferior 
only to that of the Great King himself-and an energetic 
determination to use it without reserve in ensuring victory to ~.) 
he Peloponnesians. ~ V 

From the moment that Pharnabazus and the Athenian \);\. 
nvoys met Cyrus, their further progress towards Susa became ~ .1 

"mpossible. Bceotius, and the other Lacedremonian envoys ~~- ~ 
raver:.ing along with the young prince, made extravagant boasts~\\:
f having obtained all tha: they asked for at Susa ; while Cyrus ;-r 

1imself announced his powers as unlimited in extent over the 
hole coast, all for the purpose of prosecuting vigorous war in 
onjunction with the Lacedremonians. Pharnabazus, on hear
ng such intelligence and seeing the Great King's seal to the 
ords-'' I send down Cyrus, as lord of all those who muster 
t Kast6lus "-not only refused to let the Athenian envoys 
roceed onward, but was even obliged to obey the orders of 
he young prince; who ir.sisted that they should either be 
urrendered to him, or at least detained for some time in the 
'nterior, in order that no information might be conveyed to 
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Athens. The satrap resisted the first of these requisitions, 
having pledged his word for their safety; but he obeyed the 
second-detaining them in Kappadokia for no less than three 
years, until Athens was prostrate and on the point of surrender, 
after which he obtained permission from Cyrus to send them 
back to the sea-coast. 1 • 

This arrival of Cyrus, overruling the treachery of Tissa
phernes as well as the weariness of Pharnabazus, and supplying 
the enemies of Athens with a double flow of Persian gold at a 
moment when the stream would otherwise have dried up-was 
a panJ.mount item in that sum of causes which concurred to 
determine the result of the war.2 But important as the event 
J:aS in itself, it was rendered still more important by the 

6 character of ~he Laced<emo~ian admiral Lysande:, with ~hom 
e young pnnce first came mto contact on reac~mg. Sardrs. 
Lysander had come out to supersede Kratesrpprdas about 
cember 408 B.C., or January 407 B.c.3 He was the last 
Xenoph. Hellen: i. 4, 3-8 .. The words here employed respecting the· 

.N' oys, when returmngafter the1r thre~ years' detentwn-88ev11'phs .,.b lfA.i\ol 
"\(.;r · crTpam) ... eliov tt7dtri\Evcrav-appear to me an inadvertence. The return of1 
~ the envoys must have been in the spring of 404 B.c., at a time when Athens/ 

had no camp: the surrender of the city took place in April 404 B.C.· 
Xenophon incautiously speaks as if that state of things which existed when I 
the envoys departed, still continued at their return. \ 

2 The words of Thucydides (ii. 65) imply this as his opinion-K6prp '~'• 
licrTEpov {3acrti\,ws 1!'atlil11'pocr-yevofdvq>, &c. 

3 The commencement of Lysander's navarchy or year of maritime com· 
mand appears to me established for this winter. He had been some time 
actually in his command before Cyrus arrived at Sardis-Ollie ll.aKelia<J.'OVtot, 
11' p OTE p ov To 6 T w v o b 11'oi\i\ q; X p o v 'I' KpaT'1/CTt?T11'lliif Tijs vavapxias 1!'ape· 
A'1/Av8v[as, !1.6cravlipov ~~~11'EJ.'>fav va6apxov. '0 lie acf>t!<OJ.'EVOS is 'Poliov, !<a~ 
vails i1<e'i8ev ll.a/3wv, h Kw 1<al Mili.'T/TOV (,ll.wO'ev, i~<e'i8<v lie h 'Ef/>eO'ov· ~<a) 
i~<e'i ("'""'• vails fxwv ~flliowh~<ov.,.a, ,.,lxp<s oi'i Kvpos is ~cl.pli•<>J 
a cp i" • .,. 0 (Xenoph. Hellen. i. s, I). I 

Mr. Fynes Clinton (Fast. H. ad ann. 407 B.c.) has, I presume, bee~ 
misled by the first words of this passage-7rpOTEpov To6Twv ob 1!'oi\i\,P xp6vc,1 
-when he says-" During the stay of Alcibiades at Athens, Lysander iH 
sent as va6apxos-Xen. Hell. i. 5, r. Then followed the defeat ol 
Antiochus, the deposition of Alcihiades, and the substitution of lfi\i\ovs al"a\ 
between September 407 and September 406, when Callic1·atidas succeedec 
Lysander." 

Now Alkibiades came to Athens in the month of Thargelion, or abou 
the end of May 407, and stayed there till the beginning of September 407 
Cyrus arrived at Sardis before Alkibiad@s reached Athens, and Lysande 
had been some time at his post before Cyrus arrived; so that Lysande 
was not sent out "during the stay of Alcibiades at Athens,'' but som 
months before. Still less is it correct to say that Kallikratidas succeede 
Lysander in September 406. The battle of Arginusre, wherein Kalli 
kratidas perished, was fought about August 406, after he had been admira 
for several months. The words 11'p6TEpov TobTwv, when construed alon. 
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Erasidas and Gylippus) of that trio of eminent Spartans, 
whom all the capital wounds of Athens proceeded, during 

course of this long war. ; He was born of poor parents, and 
said to have been of that class called Mothakes, being 

enabled by the aid of richer men to keep up his contribu
tiOn to the public mess, and his place in the constant drill and 
fiiscipline. He was not only an excellent officer,1 thoroughly 
competent to the duties of military command, but possessed 
'also great talents for intrigue, and for organising a political 
pany as well as keeping up its disciplined movements. Though 
indifferent to the temptations either of money or of pleasure,2 

and willingly acquiescing in the poverty to which he was born, 
pe was altogether unscrupulous in the prosecution of ambitious 
objects, either for his country or for himself. His family, poor 
' it was, enjoyed a dignified position at Sparta-belonging to 
he gens of the Herakleidre, not connected by any near 
elationship with the kings : moreover his personal reputation 
s a Spartan was excellent, since his observance of the rules of 
iscipline had been rigorous and exemplary. The habits of 
If-constraint thus acquired served him in good stead when it 
-came necessary to his ambition to court the favour of the 
eat. His recklessness about falsehood and perjury is illus-
ated by various current sayings ascribed to him-such as, that 
hildren were to be taken in by means of dice, men by means 
1f oaths.s A selfish ambition-for promoting the power of his 
~ountry not merely in connexion with, but in subservience to, 
1is own-guided him from the beginning to the end of his 
:areer. In this main quality, he agreed with Alkibiades; in 
eckless immorality of means, he went even beyond him. He 
~ems to have been cruel; an attribute which formed no part 
,f the usual character of Alkibiades. On the other hand, the 
we of personal enjoyment, luxury, and ostentation, which 
ounted for so much in Alkibiades, was quite unknown to 
.ysander. The basis of his disposition was Spartan, tending 
o merge appetite, ostentation, and expansion of mind, all in 

ith the context which succeeds, must evidently be understood in a large 
ense-" these events "-mean the general series of events which begins i. 4, 
,-the proceedings of Alkibiades from the beginning of the spring of 407. 

1 JE!ian, V. H. xii. 43; Athen::eus, vi. p. 271. The assertion that 
ysander belonged to the class of Mothakes is given by Athenreus as 
· rning from Phylarchus, and I see no reason for calling it in question. 

-E:ian states the same thing respecting Gylippus and Kallikratidas also ; I 
not know on what authority. 
Theopompus, Fragm. 21, ed. Didot; Plutarch, Ly>and. c. 30. 
Plutarch, Lysander, c. 8. 
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the love of command and influence-not Athenian, w!:.{ 
tended to the development of many and diversified impulse.\ 

r.ambition being one, but only one, among the number. 
t.:l) Kratesippidas, the predecessor of Lysander, seems to hav 
~ enjoyed the maritime command for more than the usual year!. 
~!(feriod, having superseded Pasippidas during the middle of the 
tJII: ,hear of the latter. But the maritime power of Sparta was then 
""~': s~weak (having not yet recovered from the ruinous defeat at 
"': . \;.-j'{_yzikus), that he achieved little or nothing. We hear of him 
"·,' only as furthering, for his own profit, a political revolution at ,. 

Chios. Bribed by a party of Chian exiles, he took possession 
of the acropolis, reinstated them in the island, and aided them 
in deposing and expelling the party then in office, to the'( 
number of 6oo. It is plain that this was not a questioz; 
between democracy and oligarchy, but between two oligarchical( 
parties, the one of which succeeded in purchasing the factiou •. 
agency of the Spartan admiral. The exiles whom he expellecf 
took possession of Atarneus, a strong post belonging to th) 
Chians on the mainland opposite Lesbos. From hence the 
made war, as well as they could, upon their rivals now ·; 
possession of the island, and also upon other part~ of Ioni -~ 
not without some success and profit, as will appear by th : 
condition about ten years afterwards. 1 ', 

The practice of reconstituting the governments of tht1 

Asiatic cities, thus begun by Kratesippidas, was extended and'. 
)..>brought to a system by Lysander ; not indeed for private\ 

.J! pmolument, which he always despised-but in views of ambi
"'(#.1 Q;tion. Having departed from Peloponnesus with a squadron, 
,;.;-,.fb.e reinforced it at Rhodes and then sailed onward to Kos (an 
~ , Athenian island, so that he could only have touched there) and 
~· ~j.J) Miletus. He took up his final station at Ephesus, the nearest r point to Sardis, where Cyrus was expected to arrive; and 

while awaiting his coming, augmented his fleet to the number . 
of 70 triremes. As soon as Cyrus reached Sardis (about April 
or ~fay 407 B.c.), Lysander went to pay his court to him aloJ1f 
with some Lacedremonian envoys, and found himself welcomec 
with every mark of favour. Preferring bitter complaints agains· 
the double-dealing of Tissaphernes-whom they accused o 
having frustrated the king's orders and sacrificed the interes' 
of the empire, under the seductions of Alkibiades,-they e 
treated Cyrus to adopt a new policy, and execute the stipuh,, 

1 Diodor. xiii. 65; Xenoph. Hellen. iii. 2, rr. I presume that t · 
conduct of Kratesippidas is the fact glanced at by Isokrates de Pace, Se 
128, p. 240, ed. Bekk. 
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~aft,1s of the treaty by lending the most vigorous aid to put 
'r-Jwn the common enemy. Cyrus replied that these were the 
:! <press orders which he had received from his father, and that 
· ·e was prepared to fulfil them with all his might. He had 
rxought with him (he said) soo talents, which should be at 
once devoted to the cause : if these were insufficient, he would 
resort to the private funds which his father had given him; and "" 
if more still were needed, he would coin into money the gold , ~1.1· ' 

and silver throne on which he sat.l \Y" . .; '· 
Lysander and the envoys returned the warmest thanks for'v'"N' ~ 

these magnificent promises, which were not likely to prove A_ 
empty words from the lips of a vehement youth like Cyrus. ~ 
·lo sanguine were the hopes which they conceived from his"'\!"': ~ 
haracter and proclaimed sentiments, that they ventured to ask o.}J>' 
1im to restore the rate of pay to one full Attic drachma per U"f' 
.ead for the seamen; which had been the rate promised by · \ 
'issaphernes through his envoys at Sparta, when he first 
wited the Lacedremonians across the JEgean, and when it 

1 1s doubtful whether they would come-but actually paid J. 
ly for the first month, and then reduced to half a drachma, ~V~ 

" ·nished in practice with miserable irregularity. As a motive ~ I 
' granting this increase of pay, Cyrus was a<sured that it ~ 
'mld determine the Athenian seamen to desert so largely, .~~ tl"'. 
.hat the war would sooner come to an end, and of course the rV;:"j/' 
~xpenditure also. But he refused compliance, saying that the e.Av ~ 
rate of pay had been fixed both by the king's express orders{ ,,/IV"" 
and by the terms of the treaty, so that he could not depart'\' V ·"" 
from it.2 In this reply Lysander was forced to acquiesce.~{\ \ 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 3-4; Diodor. xiii. 70; Plutarch, Lysander, c. 4· 
This seems to have been a favourite metaphor, either used by, or at least 
ascribed to, the Persian grandees; we have already had it a little before 
from the mouth of Tissaphernes. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 5· eivcu a€ Kal -ril.s rruv8-11f<as off-r~·s <xovrras, 
cpta/<OV'ra p.vas EKcf.rr-rp V1Jt 'rOV p.rJVOS a.a&vaL, 071'6rras t.v {3oVli.OLV'r0 -rpt</>ELV 
~a~ee5at~Ao6vtot. 

· This is not strictly correct. The rate of pay is not specified in either of 
'" three conventions, as they stand h Thucyd. viii. r8, 37, 58. It seems 
l have been, f10m the beginning, matter of verbal understanding and 
·omise ; first a drachma per day was promised by the envoys of Tissa
lernes at Sparta-next, the satrap himself at Milecus cut down the 

chma to half a drachma, and promised this lower rate f01 the future 
' i. 29). 

Mr. Mitford says-" Lysander proposed, that an Attic drachma, which 
as tight oboli, nearly tenpence sterling, should be allowed fer daily pay 
,.,,every seaman." 

: Mr. Mitford had in the previous sentence stated th1·ee oboli as equal to 
I t quite four pence sterlin~. Of coune therefore it is plain that he did not 
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The envoys were treated with distinction, and feasted at : 
banquet ; after which Cyrus, drinking to the health of Lysander 
desired him to declare what favour he could do to gratify hin 
most. "To grant an additional obolus per head for eac' 
seaman's pay," replied Lysander. Cyrus immediately complier 
having personally bound himself by his manner of putting th 
question. But the answer impressed him both with astonisl 
ment and admiration ; for he had expected that Lysand. 
would ask some favour or present for himself-judging hir 
not only according to the analogy of most Persians, but a!: 
of Astyochus and the officers of the Peloponnesian armamer 
at Miletus, whose corrupt subservience to Tissaphernes ha 
probably been made known to him. From such corruptior 
as well as from the mean carelessness of Theramenes (tr 
Spartan) respecting the condition of the seamen, 1 Lysander 
conduct stood out in pointed and honourable contrast. 

The incident here described not only procured for th 
seamen of the Peloponnesian fleet the daily pay of four obo' 
(instead of three) per man, but also ensured to LysandE 
himself a degree of esteem and confidence from Cyrus whic 
he knew well how to turn to account. I have already n 
marked,2 in reference to Perikles and Nikias, that an establish.: 
reputation for personal incorruptibility, rare as that quality W8 

among Grecian leading politicians, was among the mm 
precious items in the capital stock of an ambitious man--eve 
if looked at only in regard to the durability of his own inftt 
ence. If the proof of such disinterestedness was of so muc 
value in the eyes of the Athenian people, yet more powerfull 
did it work upon the mind of Cyrus. With his Persian am 
princely ideas of winning adherents by munificence,3 a mar 
who despised presents was a ph<enomenon commanding tht 
higher sentiment of wonder and respect. From this timt 
forward he not only trusted Lysander with implicit pecuniar· 
confidence, but consulted him as to the prosecution of th 
consider three oboli as the half of a drachma (Hist. Greece, ch. xx. sect. 
vol. iv. p. 317, oct. ed. r8r4). 

That a drachma was equivalent to six oboli (that is, an A<:ginrean drachrr 
to six A<:ginrean oboli, and an Attic drachma to six Attic oboli) is ! 

familiarly known, that I should almost have imagined the word eight (in tl 
first sentence here cited) to be a misprint for six-if the sentence cited ne· 
had not clearly demons1rated that Mr. Milford really believed a drachn 
to be equal to eight oboli, It is certuinly a mistake surprising to find. 

1 Thucyd. viii. 29. 
2 See vol. vi. ch. Ii. 
3 See the remarkable character of Cyrus the younger, given in tl 

Anabasis of Xenophon, i. 9, 22-28. 
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war, and even condescended to second his personal ambition , 
to the detriment of this object.! ~ 

Returning from Sardis to Ephesus, after such unexampled ., 
success in his interview with Cyrus, Lysander was enabled not .r/' 
only to make good to his fleet the full arrear actually due, but rf't f'i 
lalso to pay them for a month in advance, at the increased 1-\ 
·rate of four oboli .~er man; ~nd to p~omis~ that high rate for \r);,,· 
!:he future. A spmt of the highest satisfactiOn and confidence tJ. /' 
!was diffused through the armament. But the ships were in r.v.J'f 
, ndiffere?t condition, having bee~ hastily and parsimoniously'~'N,· 
60t up smce the late defeat at Kyz1kus. Accordmgly Lysander () · 
employed his present affluence in putting them into better 
order, procuring more complete tackle, and inviting picked 
crews.2 He took another step pregnant with important results. 
Summoning to Ephesus a few of the most leading and active 

'men from each of the Asiatic cities, he organised them into 
disciplined clubs or factions, in correspondence with himself. 
He instigated these clubs to the most vigorous prosecution of 
the war against Athens, promising that as soor. as that war 
should be concluded, they should be invested and maintained 
by Spartan influence in the government of their respective 
cities.3 His newly-established influence with Cyrus, and the 
abundant supplies of which he was now master, added double 
force to an invitation in itself but too seducing, And thus, 
while infusing increased ardour into the joint warlike efforts 
of these cities, he at the same time procured for himself 
an ubiquitous correspondence, such as no successor could 
manage; rendering the continuance of his own command 
almost essential to success. The fruits of his £tctious man
ceuvres will be seen in the subsequent Dekarchies or oligarchies J 
of Ten, after the complete subjugation of Athens. ~1 ~, 

While Lysander and Cyms were thus restoring formidable ~IV'' 
efficacy to their side of the contest (during the suumer of 407~ y 
B.c.), the victorious exile Alkibiades had accomplished the~ 
important and delicate step of re-entering his native city for~ \..."',r' 
the first time. According to the accommodation with Phar- \~ 
nabazus, concluded after the reduction of Chalkedon, th~ 
Athenian fleet was precluded from assailing his ~;atrapy, and 
was thus forced to seek subsistence elsewhere. Byzantium 
and Selymbria, with contributions levied in Thrace, maintained 
them for the winter: in the spring (4o7 B.c.), Alkibiad€:s 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 1, 13; P:utarch, Lysand. c. 4-9. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 10. 
3 Diodor. xiii. 70; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 5· 
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brought them again to Samos; from whence he undertook an 
expedition against the coast of Karia, levying contributions to 
the extent of roo talents. Thrasybulus, with thirty triremes,· 
went to attack Thrace, where he reduced Thasos, Abdera, and: 
all those towns which had revolted from Athens ; Thasos being, 
now in especial distress from famine as well as from past 1, 

seditions. A valuable contribution for the support of the· 
fleet was doubtless among the fruits of this success. Thra-, 
syllus at the same time conducted another division of the) 
army home to Athens, intended by Alkibiades as precursors; 
of his own return.1 i 

· -~ Before Thrasyllus arrived, the people had already manifested·. 
:1,.J;;tbeir favourable disposition towards Alkibiades by choosing! 
·1'''\;Jflim anew general of the armament, along with Thrasybulust 
A'l and Konon. Alkibiades was now tending homeward from\ 
I... C:,.. ~amos with twenty triremes, bringing with him all the con-1 
d" Vtributions recently levied. He first stopped at Paras, then j' 

~1, visited the coast of Laconia, and lastly looked into the 
\-;,;:'.&ced~monian harbour of Gytheion, where he had learnt that J 

ull- ·f.ibirty triremes were preparing. The news which he received ' 
v<~~.f his re-election as general, strengthened by the pressing : 
~ ~jnvitations and encouragements of his friends, as well as by the 
• ~· recall of his banished kinsmen-at length determined him to 

('(' sail to Athens. He reached Peirreus on a marked day-the 1 

festival of the Plynteria on the 25th of the month Thargelion- 1 

(about the end of May 407 B.c.). This was a day of melan- I 
choly solemnity, accounted unpropitious for any action of 1 
importance. The statue of the goddess Athene was stripped i 
of all its ornaments, covered up from every one's gaze, and 
washed or cleansed under a mysterious ceremonial, by the 
holy gens called Praxiergidre.2 The goddess thus seemed 
to turn away her face, and refuse to behold the returning 
exile. Such at least was the construction of his enemies; 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, 8-zo; Diodor. xiii. 72. The chronology of I 
Xenophon, though not so clear as we could wish, deserves unquestionable j' 
preference over that of Diodorus. 

2 See the description of a similar solemnity performed by appointed 
priestesses and other women at Argos (the annual washing of the statue of I 
Athene in the river Inachus) given by the p.oet Kallimachus-Hymnus in , 
Lavacrum Palladis-with the copious illustrative notes of Ezekiel Spanheim. I 
Here, again, we find analogies in the existing sentiment of the Hincloo j 
religion. Colonel Sleeman mentions-" The water of the Ganges, with , 
which the image of the God Vishnoo has been washed, is considered a ' 
very holy draught, fit for princes. That with which the image of the God l 
Seva is washed, must not be drunk." (Rambles and Recollections of an 
Indian Official, ch. 23, p. !82.) 
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~nd as the subsequent turn of events tended to bear them 
)Ut, it has been preserved; while the more auspicious counter-
nterpretation, doubtless suggested by his friends, has been 1 

'orgotten. ,._J<I 
· The most extravagant representations, of the pomp and ~'"fi 
;plendour of this return of Alkibiades to Athens, were given byt\~~tt::• 
;orne authors of antiquity-especially by Duris at Samos, an yr:,.,.J.
mthor about two generations later. It was said that he~~ , 
)rought with him 200 prow-ornaments belonging to captive y ., 
~nemies' ships, or (according to some) even the 200 captured\ !))"' 
lhips themselves; that his trireme was ornamented with gilt "' 
:md silvered shields, and sailed by purple sails; that Kallip-
P,id2s, one of the most distinguished actors of the day, perforated 
'he functions of Keleustes, pronouncing the chant or word of 
~ommand to the rowers; that Chrysogonus, a flute-player who 
b.ad gained the first prize at the Pythian games, was also on 
poard, playing the air of retum.1 All these de·:aiis, invented 
with melancholy facility to illustrate an ideal of ostentation 
~nd insolence, are refuted by the more simple and credible 
parrative of Xenophon. The re-entry of Alkibiades was not 
merely unostentatious, but even mistrustful and apprehensive. 
He had with him only twenty triremes ; and though en
::ouraged, not merely by the assurances of his friends, but also 
by the news that he had just been re-elected general,-he was 
nevertheless half afraid to disembark, even at the instant when 
lle made fast his ship to the quay in Peirreus. A vast crowd. 
had assembled there from the city and the port, animated by 
::uriosity, interest, and other emotions of every kind, to see 
llim arrive. But so little did he trust their sentiments, that he 
hesitated at first to step on shore, and stood up on the deck 
looking about for his friends and kinsmen. Pre>ently he saw 
Euryptolemus his cousin and others, by whom he was heartily 
welcomed, and in the midst of whom he landed. But they 
too were so apprehensive of his numerous enemies, that they 
formed themselves into a sort of body-guard to Eurround and 
protect him against any possible assault, during hi> march from 
Peirxus to Athens. 2 

l 1 Diodor. xiii. 68; Plutarch, Alkib. c. 31 ; Athenre. xii. p. 535· 
, 2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, r8, 19. 'A!I.~e•l3•cf.li11s li~ 1rpos ·dw -yijv OpJ1.!a8eh· 
~·n{Sa.LVE p.Ev oinc EbBEws, cpof3ol>p.evos -robs Ex.fJpo6s· €1rav,w·TO.s 8~ f7T} ToV 
ta:racrTpdJ!J.a.Tos, fcrK67rE' -roVs aV7oV ~7rLT1J8elous, €l 1t"apel1Jcrav. KaTtOWv 0~ 
F.vpV'lr'T6ii.EJ1.eY 'TOJf llElO'lcf.Jf<ti<'I'OS, ~<tV'TOV ~e avEI/J!&v, K<tl 'TO!Js 1[71./l.ovs QLIC<{ous
t<etl tp{/l.gvs Jl.E'T' aho>Y, '!'6'1'E lt.1re/3tU aVet$<tfvf! ~S 'TtiJf ?rJ/I.lv, Jl.E'Ta 'TWI)" 
rra.pHr::.evau!-'€JI(J)JI, e't -rts Ci.1f'TOtTQ, J-41} E7n'Tp,7rEW. 

VOL. VIII. F 
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No protection, however, was required. Not merely did hi' 

~
' e mies attempt no violence against him, but they said nothin~ 

~ · opposition when he made his defence before the Senate and 
, _.fl the public assembly. Protesting before the one as well as the 
YL f': >Qther, his innocence of the impiety laid to his charge, h( 
~enounced bitterly the injustice of his enemies, and gently! 
\\'-''1" •but pathetically, deplored the unkindness of the people. Hi! 

'I friends all spoke warmly in the same strain. So strenuous anci 
so pronounced, was the sentiment in his favour, both of the 
Senate and of the public assembly, that no one dared to 
address them in the contrary sense.1 The sentence of con{ 
demnation passed against him was cancelled : the Eumolpidre 
were directed to revoke the curse which they had pronounce~ 
upon his head : the record of the sentence was destroyed, anc 
the plate of lead, upon which the curse was engraven, throw 
into the sea : his confiscated property was restored : lastly, h 
was proclaimed general with full powers, and allowed to prej 
pare an expedition of roo triremes, 1500 hoplites from th 
regular muster-roll, and I so horsemen. All this passed, b 
unopposed vote, amidst silence on the part of enemies an< 
acclamations from friends-amidst unmeasured promises o 
future achievement from himself, and confident assurances, 
impressed by his friends on willing hearers, that Alkibiade~ 
was the only man competent to restore the empire and grandeur 
of Athens. The general expectation, which he and his friends 
took every possible pains to excite, was, that his victorious 
career of the last three years was a preparation for yet greater 
triumphs during the next. · 

We may be satisfied, when we advert to the apprehensions 
of Alkibiades on entering the Peineus, and to the body-guard: 
organised by his friends, that this overwhelming and uncontra-: 
dieted triumph greatly surpassed the anticipations of both.; 
It intoxicated him, and led him to make light of enemies 
whom only just before he had so much dreaded. ThiJ 
mistake, together with the carelessness and insolence arisin~ 
-out of what seemed to be an unbounded ascendency, proved 
the cause of his future ruin. But the truth is, .that thesei 
enemies, however they might remain silent, had not ceased t i 

be formidable. Alkibiades had now been eight years in exik( 
from about August 415 B.C. to May 407 B.c. Now absenc ,

1 was in many ways a good thing for his reputation; since hi!. 
overbearing private demeanour had been kept out of sight, anc( 
his impieties partially forgotten. There was even· a disposition! 

I 
1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, 20 ; Plutarch, Alkib, c. 33 ; Diodor, xiii. 69. I 

I 
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r mong the majority to accept his own explicit denial of the 

l
et laid to his charge ; and to dwell chiefly upon the un-
orthy manceuvres of his enemies in resisting his demand for 
stant trial immediately after the accusation was broached, in 
rder that they might calumniate him during his absence. 
'Ie was characterised as a patriot animated by the noblest 
otives, who had brought both first-rate endowments and 

,arge private wealth to the service of the commonwealth, but 
b.ad been ruined by a conspiracy of corrupt and worthless 
;peakers, every way inferior to him ; men, whose only chance 
:>f success ":ith the people arose from expelling those who were 
better than themselves, while he (Alkibiades), far from having 
my interest adverse to the democracy, was the natural and 
worthy favourite of a democratical people.1 So far as the old 
::auses of unpopularity were concerned, therefore, time and 
1bsence had done much to weaken their effect, and to assil)t J y 
is friends in countervailing them by pointing to the treacherous(! .Y}._ .t.. 

olitical manceuvres employed against him. y~· ,.,r 
But if the old causes of unpopularity had thus, comparatively · y.7 
eaking, passed out of sight, others had since arisen, of ate ,·· "' 

raver and more ineffaceable character. His vindictive hos-;..j.:·"' · . 
lity to his country had been not merely ostentatiously \ti.V 
roclaimed, but actively manifested, by stabs but too effectively 
imed at her vitals. The sending of Gylippus to Syracuse--
e fortification of Dekeleia-the revolts of Chios and Miletus 
the first origination of the conspiracy of the Four Hundred-

bd all been emphatically the measures of Alkibiadt:s. Even 
br these, the enthusiasm of the moment attempted some 

!
xcuse : it was affirmed that he had never ceased to love his 
ountry, in spite of her wrongs towards him, and that he had 
een compelled by the necessities of exile to serve men whom · 
e detested, at the daily risk of his life.2 Such pretences, 
owever, could not really impose upon any one. The treason 

)f Alkibiades during the period of his exile remained indefen
;ible as well as undeniable, and would have been more than 
mfficient as a theme for his enemies, had their tongues been 

~
e. But his position was one altogether singular: having 
st inflicted on his country immense mischief, he had since 
ndered her valuable service, and promised to render still 
ore. It is true, that the subsequent service was by no means 

dequate to the previous mischief: nor had it indeed been 
endered exclusively by him, since the victories of Abydos and 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, 14-16. 
2 Xl)noph. Hellen. i. 4, 15. 
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Kyzikus belong not less to Theramenes and Thrasybulus than 
to Alkibiades : 1 moreover, the peculiar present or capital whicl;~ 
he had promised to bring with him-Persian alliance and pa 
to Athens-had proved a complete delusion. Still the Athe 
nian arms had been eminently successful since his junctior 
and we may see that not merely common report, but eve 

' good judges such as Thucydides, ascribed this result to hil 
';;.luperior energy and management. J 

. ~-"',.,1' Without touching upon these particulars, it is impossible 
V' ~; fully to comprehend the very peculiar position of this returning 
'{,~, ... ~ ,.(!Xile before the Athenian people in the summer of 407 B.C. 
~~ r .. '/'J'he more distant past exhibited him as among the worst of 
l~.l'~:~ criminals-the recent past, as a valuable servant and patriot
rr V.'lthe future promised continuance in this last character, so far as 
rf" /I', there were any positive indications to judge by. Now this wa~1 \1 A a case in which discussion and recrimination could not possibly 
\1;. ~~1flswer any useful,purpose. There was every reason for re: 
_,/'"'appointing Alkibiades to his command; but this could only b 
V•J" .,done under prohibition of censure on his past crimes, an 
~~ provisional acceptance of his subsequent good deeds as just 
~ n • fying the hope of yet better deeds to come. The popuh 
1 ;;~' · instinct felt this situation perfectly, and imposed absolu· 
':· silence on his enemies. 2 We are not to infer from hence th. 

the people had forgotten the past deeds of Alkibiades, or th 
they entertained for him nothing but unqualified confidenc 
and admiration. In their present very justifiable sentiment c 
hopefulness, they determined that he should have full scope fc 
prosecuting his new and better career, if he chose ; and th: 
his enemies should be precluded from reviving the mention t 

an irreparable past, so as to shut the door against him. B1. 
• what was thus interdicted to men's lips as unseasonable, wd 

not effaced from their recollections ; nor were the enemie,I 
though silenced for the moment, rendered powerless for th\ 
future. All this train of combustible matter lay quiescen. 
ready to be fired by any future misconduct or negligence, 
perhaps even by blameless ill-success, on the part of Alkibiades. 

At a juncture when so much depended upon his futur.· 

1 This point is justly touched upon, more than once, by Cornelius Nep 
-Vit. Alcibiad. c. 6-" quanquam Theramenes et Thrasybulus eisd 
rebus prrefuerant.'' And again in the life of Thrasybulus (c. r), " Primu 
Peloponnesiaco bello multa hie (Thrasybulus) sine Alcibiade gessit ; il 
nullam rem sine hoc." 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, 20. 'A.exelv'l'OIV a~ ICC!! ll'A.'A.ow 'l'OtOO'l'WII, ICG 

ovoevos clll'l'Et1TOII'l'OS1 ota 'l'Op.:q ava.crxecr6a.t l't.v 'l':qll ~ICIC'A.'I}CT(a.v 
&c. 
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behaviour, he showed (as we shall see presently) that he com-
1letely misinterpreted the temper of the people. Intoxicated 
i)y the unexpected triumph of his reception--according to that 
fatal susceptibility so common among distinguished Greeks
te forgot his own past history, and fancied that the people had 

rorgotten and forgiven it also ; construing their studied and . e 
~velt-advised silence into a proof of oblivion. He conceived J.l"'l. 
.1imself in assured possession of public confidence, and lookedv1: 
upon his numerous enemies as if they r.o longer existed, · ,.;~ 
because they were not allowed to speak at a most unseasonable ,.t 

- hour. Without doubt, his exultation was shared by his friends, V"'~ 
and this sense of false ~ecurity proved his future ruin. l (;'. 

Two colleagues, recommended by Alkibiades himself-Adei~lJ< 
l mantus and Aristokrates-were named by the people as , 
L generals of the hoplites to go out with him, in case of opera- \-
~ tions ashore.1 In less than three months, his armament was ~t. 
·ready; but he designedly deferred his depij.rture until that dayy ~ 
· ')f the month Boedrom10n (about the beginning of September) ) 
i rhen the Eleusinian mysteries were celebrat'2!d, and when the ~ 
1 olemn processional march of the crowd of communicants was :• 
1 •ont to take place, along the Sacred Way from Athens to 01'' 
i:leusis. For seven successive years, ever since the establish-tv"'\ 

'J 1ent of Agis at Dekeleia, this march had been of necessity ·O··:~ 
1 iscontinued, and the procession had been transported by sea, (;-, 
.o the omission of many of the ceremonial details. Alkibiades • .. ,. 
. m this occasion caused the land-march to be renewed, in full f. 
:•Omp and solemnity; assembling all his troops in arms to ~ ~ 
<,rotect, in case any attack should be made from Dekeleia. No 
, uch attack was hazarded ; so that he had the satisfaction 
: f reviving the full regularity of this illustrious scene, and 
: scorting the numerous communicants out ar.d home, without 
he smallest interruption ;-an exploit gratifyi~g to the religious 

.eelings of the people, and imparting an acceptable sense of 
mdiminished Athenian power; while in reference to his own 

·. reputation, it was especially politic, as serving to make his 
peace with the Eumolpidre and the Two Goddesses, on whose 
·ccount he had been condemned.2 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, 21. Both Diodorns (xiii. 69) and Cornelius 
"epos (Vit. Alcib. c. 7) state Thrasybulus and Adeimantus as his col
:agues : both state also that his colleagues were chosen on his recommenda

"ion. I follow Xenophon as to the names, and also as to the fact, that they 
'Nere named as 1ea.-r?t. -yijv u-rpa.nrrol. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, 20; Plutarch, Alkib. c. 34· Neither Diodorus 
'\Or Cornelius Nepos mentions this remarkable inciden·: about the escort of 
h.e Eleusinian procession. 
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~II'>'? Immediately after the mysteries, he departed with :or. 

tl'lttrmament. It appears that Agis at Dekeleia, though he haJ. 
() j:! not chosen to come out and attack Alkibiades when posted to 
·~of; guard the Eleusinian procession, had nevertheless felt humi
~~"1. Hated by the defiance offered to him. He shortly afterwards 
\' ~...q~ok advantage of the departure of this large force, to summon 
~ ,~· ~einforcements from Peloponnesus and Breotia, and attempt to 
~-./-{'surprise the walls of Athens on a dark night. If he expected 
~;- any connivance within, the plot miscarried: alarm was given in 

time, so that the eldest and youngest hoplites were found at 
their posts to defend the walls. The assailants-said to have 
amounted to 28,ooo men, of whom half were hoplites, with 
1200 cavalry, 900 of them Breotians-were seen on the 
ensuing day close under the walls of the city, which were amply 
manned with the full remaining strength of Athens. In an 
obstinate cavalry battle which ensued, the Athenians gained 
the advantage even over the Breotians. Agis encamped the 
next night in the garden of Akademus ; again on the morrow 
he drew up his troops and offered battle to the Athenians, who 
are affirmed to have gone forth in order of battle, but to have 
kept under the protection of the missiles from the walls, so 
that Agis did not dare to attack them.I We may well doubt 
whether the Athenians went out at all, since they had been for 
years accustomed to regard themselves as inferior to the Pelo
ponnesians in the field. Agis now withdrew, satisfied appar
ently with having offered battle, so as to efface the affront which 
he had received from the march of the Eleusinian commu
nicants in defiance of his neighbourhood. 

The first exploit of Alkibiades was to proceed to Andros, 
under a Lacedremonian harmost and garrison. Landing 

~ ·~-fltllhe island, he plundered the fields, defeated both the native 
,} 1 . " roops and the Lacedremonians, and forced them to shut them-

• *Selves up within the town; which he besieged for some days 
~ without avail, and then proceeded onward to Samos, leaving 
,_ '\\ .~Konon in a fortified post, with twenty ships, to prosecute the 
~'(" ~iege.2 At Samos he first ascertained the state of the Pelopon-

t]' nesian fleet at Ephesus-the influence acquired by Lysander 
'-: over Cyrus-the strong anti-Athenian dispositions of the young 

v"'"P1ince-and the ample rate of pay, put down even in advance, 

~
• J;f which the Peloponnesian seamen were now in actual receipt. 

~ l Diodor, xiii. 72, 73· 
1'\ I(: 2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, 22-i. 5, r8; Plutarch, Alkib. c. 35; Diod?r· 

.J:, ~iii. 69. The latter says that Thrasybulus was left at Andros-wh1ch 
~ cannot be true. 
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first became convinced of the failure of those hopes 

he had conceived, not without good reason, in the 
preceding year-and of which he had doubtless boasted at 
Athens; that the alliance of Persia might be neutralised at 
least, if not won over, through the envoys escorted to Susa by 

, Pharnabazus. It was in vain that he prevailed upon Tissa
phernes to mediate with Cyrus, to introduce to him some 
Athenian envoys, and to inculcate upon him his own views of 
the true interests of Persia ; that is, that the war should be fed 
and protracted so as to wear out both the Grecian belligerent 
parties, each by means of the other. E'uch a policy, un
congenial at all times to the vehement temper of Cyrus, had 
become yet more repugnant to him since his intercourse with 

I Lysander. He would not consent even to see the envoys, nor 
was he probably displeased to put a slight upon a neighbour and 
rival satrap. Deep was the despondency among the Athenians 
at Samos, when painfully convinced that all hopes from Persia 
must be abandoned for themselves ; and further, that Persian 
pay was both more ample and better assured, to their enemies, .t' 
than ever it had been before.1 l~·, • 

Lysander had at Ephesus a fleet of ninety triremes, which rJ' 

' 

he employed himself in repairing and augmenting, being still~ Yf 
inferior in number to the Athenians. In vain did Alkibiades ~·;, 
attempt to provoke him out to a general action. This was !~ 
much to the interest of the Athenians, apart from their 
superiority of number, since they were badly provided with +4,.1 
money, and obliged to levy contributions wherever they could : ~ 
but Lysander was resolved not to fight unless he could do so 
with advantage, and Cyrus, not afraid of sustaining the pro- ~'J 

• tracted expense of the war, had even enjoined upon him this .,~""" 
cautious policy, with additional hopes of a Phenician fleet to ...t ,, , 
his aid,-which in his mouth was not intended to delude, as it \"'" 
had been by Tissaphernes.2 Unable to bring about a general 
battle, and having no immediate or capital enterprise to con- ~· 
strain his attention, Alkibiades became careless, and abandoned \-'c~ 
himself partly to the love of pleasure, partly to reckless predatory t; , 

1 enterprises for the purpose of g_etting money to p'iy his army.~"""'"' 
f Thrasybulus had come from his post on the Hellespont and W.:' 
1 was now engaged in fortifying Phokcea, probably for the purpose f·\~ 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 9; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 4· The latter tells us 
that the Athenian ships were presently emptied by the desertion of the 
seamen : a careless exaggeration. 

, 2 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 9· I venture to antedate the statements which 
~ he there makes, as to the encouragements from Cyrus to Lysa~der. 
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_)h.%[ establishing a post to be enabled to pillage the inter~ 
~~- we he was joined by Alkibiades, who sailed across with a, 

:/~quadr_on, leaving his main fleet at Samos. He left it under 
~- !)I .the command of his favourite pilot Antiochus, but with express 

; ''\ ,1• orders on no account to fight until his return. 
·~~--,h While employed in his visit to Phok::ea and Klazomen::e, 
l; , Alkibiades, perhaJ?S hard-pr~ss~d fo: money, conceived the 
:i- ,,unwarrantable proJeCt of ennchmg hrs men by the plunder of 

~,;' the neighbouring territory of Kyme, an allied dependency of 
v"\ Athens. Landing oil this territory unexpectedly, after fabricat

ing some frivolous calumnies against the Kym::eans, he at first 
seized much property and a considerable number of prisoners. 
But •the inhabitants assembled in arms, bravely defended their 
possessions, and repelled his men to their ships ; recovering the 
plundered property, and lodging it in safety within their walls. 

IPng with this miscarriage, Alkibiades sent for a reinforcement 
hoplites from Mitylene, and marched up to the walls of 

\ yme, where he in vain challenged the citizens to come forth 
,, and fight. He then ravaged the territory at pleasure; while 

':·; , h ~ K ym::eans had no other resource, except to send envoys to 
f, '

1
·VAthens, to complain of so gross an outrage inflicted by the 

.r,,.,_. ,~thenian general upon an unoffending Athenian dependency.1 '1 .. , . . 
ll~ ·r· Thrs was a grave charge, and not the only charge whrch 
~ ' ~lkibiades had to meet at Athens. During his absence at 

~. ),.•; ~k::ea and Kyme, Antiochus the pilot, whom he had left in 
,~~.:'\P~<wJmand, disobeying the express order pronounced against 
~~1i-~hting a battle, first sailed across from Samos to Notium, 

1~1~:~e harbour of Kolophon~and from thence to the mouth of 
t ·\the harbour of Ephesus, where the Peloponnesian fleet lay . 
..;· Entering that harbour with his own ship and another, he 

passed close in front of the prows of the Peloponnesian tri
. ~:~}, remes, insulting them scornfully and defying them to combat. 

~
"tl~ ·

1 
'Lysander detached Eome ships to pursue him, and an action 

'1· ,t gradually ensued, which was exactly that which Antiochus 
desired. But the Athenian ships were all in disorder, and 
came into battle as each of them separately could ; while the 
Peloponnesian fleet was well marshalled and kept in hand; 

1 Diodor. xiii. 73· I follow Diodorus in respect to this story about 
Kyme, which he probably copied from the Kymacan historian Ephorus. 
Cornelius Nepos (Alcib. c. 7) briefly glances at it. 

Xenophon (Hellen. i. 5, II) as well as Plutarch {Lysand. c. 5) mentions 
the visit of Alkibiades to Thrasybulus at Phokrea. They do not name 
Kyml!, however: according to them, the visit to Phokrea has no assignable 
purpose or conse<'juences. But the plunder of Kym& is a circumstance both 
su.fiiciently probable in itself, and suitable to the occasion. 



Cyrus the Younger I37 
so that the battle was all to the advantage of the latter. The 
Athenians, compelled to take flight, were pursued t::> Notium
losing fifteen triremes, several along with their full crews. 
Antiochus himself was slain. Before retiring t-J Ephesus, 
Lysander had the satisfaction of erecting his trophy on the 
shore of N otium ; while the Athenian fleet was carried back 
to its station at Samos.1 

It was in vain that Alkibiades, hastening back to Samos, 
mustered the entire Athenian fleet, sailed to the mouth of the 
harbour of Ephesus, and there ranged his ships in battle order, 
challenging the enemy to come forth. Lysander would give 
him no opportunity of wiping off the late dishonour. And as 
an additional mortification to Athens, the Lacedremonians 
shortly afterwards captured both Teos and Delphinium ; the 
latter being a fortified post which the Athenians had held for 
the last three years in the island of Chios. 2 't\~1 

Even before the battle of N otium, it appears that complaints 'fr.
and dissatisfaction had been growing up in the armament ~ 
against Alkibiades. He had gone out with a splendid force, ~fl. 
not inferior, in number of triremes and hoplites, to that which 
he had conducted against Sicily-and under large promises,. II 

both from himself and his friends, of achievements to come. """ 
Yet in a space of time which can hardly have been less than 'j 
three months, not a single success had been accomplished ;;. ~ 
while, on the other side, there was to be reckoned, the dis- i, ~ 
appointment on the score of Persia-which had great effect on 
the temper of the armament, and which, though not his fault, 
was contrary to expectations which he had held out-the dis
graceful plunder of Kyme-and the defeat at Notium. It was 
true that Alkibiades had given peremptory arden. to Antiochus
not to fight, and that the battle had been hazarded in flagrant 
disobedience to his injunctions. But this circumstance only 
raised new matter for dissatisfaction, of a graver character. If 
Antiochus had been disobedient-if besides disobedience, he 
had displayed a childish vanity and an utter neglect of all 
military precautions-who was it that had chosen him for 
deputy; and that too against all Athenian precedent, putting 
the pilot, a paid officer of the ship, over the heads of the 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 12-15; Diodor. xiii. 71; Plutarch, Alkib. c. 35; 
Plutarch, Lysand. c. 5· 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 15; Diodor. xiii. 76. 
I copy Diodorus, in putting Teos, pursuant to Weiske's note, in place 

of Eion, which appears in Xenophon. I copy the lacter, however, in 
a:;cribing these captures to the year of Lysander, instead of to the year of 
Kallikratidas. 

F 2 
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trierarchs who paid their pilots, and served at their own cost? 

was Alkibiades who placed Antiochus in this grave and 
ponsible situation: a personal favourite, an excellent con

./.'. vial companion, but destitute of all qualities befitting a com
·~ Pinder. And this turned attention on another point of the 
't.;( ~racter of Alkibiades-his habits of excessive self-indulgence 
7-l- PhJ,ld dissipation. The loud murmurs of the camp charged him 
.;.J.~ith neglecting the interests of the service for enjoyments with 
~ ... :: JOvial parties and Ionian women, and with admitting to his 
; \' confidence those who best contributed to the amusement of 

such chosen hours.1 

It was in the camp at Samos that this general indignation 
against Alkibiades first arose, and was from thence transmitted 
formally to Athens, by the mouth of Thrasybulus son of 
Thrason 2-not the eminent Thrasybulus (son of Lykus) who 
has been already often mentioned in this history, and will be 
mentioned again. There came at the same time to Athens 
the complaints from Kyme, against the unprovoked aggression 
.and plunder of that place by Alkibiades ; and seemingly com
plaints from other places besides.8 It was even urged as 
.accusation against him, that he was in guilty collusion to betray 
the fleet to Pharnabazus and the Lacedremonians, and that he 
had already provided three strong forts in the Chersonese to 
retire to, so soon as this scheme should be ripe for execution. 

Such grave and wide-spread accusations, coupled with the 
disaster at Notium, and the complete disappointment of all the 

1 Plutarch, Alkib. c. 36. He recounts, in the tenth chapter of the same 
biography, an anecdote describing the manner in which Antiochus first 
won the favour of Alkibiades, then a young man; by catching a tame 
.quail, which had escaped from his bosom. 

2 A person named Thrason•is mentioned in the Choiseul In<cription (No. 
147, pp. 221, 222 of the Corp. Inscr. of Boeckh) as one of the Hellenotami::e 
in the year 4I0 B.C. He is described by his Deme as Butades: he is 
probably enough the father of this Thrasybulus. 

s Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 16--17. 'A~t<I/3LCI.o'l)s p.~v oliv, 'II'OV'IJpids Kal ~v 
..,.ji <rrpaTI~ <P•pop.•vos, &c. Diodor. xiii. 73· ~"(lvovTo o~ Kal il.~~a1 'ITO~~al 
~•a/3o~al KaT' abTov, &c. 

Plutarch, Alkib. c. 36. 
One of the remaining speeches of Lysias (Orat. xxi. 'A'!I'o~o")'(a Ll.wpoo01das) 

i.s delivered by the trierarch in this fleet, on board of whose ship Alki
·.biades himself chose to sail. This trierarch complains of Alkibiades as 
having been a most uncomfortable and troublesome companion (sect. 7). 
His testimony on the point is valuable ; for there seems no disposition here 

·to make out any case against Alkibiades. The trierarch notices the fact, 
·that Alkibiades preferred his trireme, simply as a proof that it was the best 
.equipped, or among the best equipped, of the whole fleet. Archestratus 
.and Erasinides preferred it afterwards, for the same reason. 
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promises of success-were more than sufficient to alter the " 
sentiments of the people of Athens towards Alkibiades. H~\\.~ 
had no character to fall back upon; or rather, he had a character~. Vt' 
worse than none-such as to render the most criminal imputa-< \.·, ~ 
tions of treason riot intrinsically improb1ble. The comments V. 
of his enemies, which had been forcibly excluded from public ~ 
discussion during his summer visit to Athens, were now again'~ 
set free; and all the adverse recollections of his past life doubt- · ~ 
less revived. The people had refused to listen to these, in~ 
order that he might have a fair trial, and might verify the title, t-,.~ 
claimed for him by his friends, to be .judged only by his ~ 
subsequent exploits, achieved since the year 41 I B.C. He had ., 1 
now had his trial; he had been found wanting ; and the popular \"'" 
confidence, which had been provisionally granted to him, was 
accordingly withdrawn. 
b It is not just to represent the Athenian people (however 
/~_lutarch and Cornelius Nepos may set before us this picture~ 
, as having indulged an extravagant and unrr,easured confidenceltP" 
in Alkibiades in the month of July, demanding of him mor1 
than man could perform-and as afterwards in the month o 
December passing, with childish abruptness, from confidence ' 
into wrathful displeasure, because their own impossible expecta- ~ 
tions were not already realised. That the people entertained ~ 
large expectations, from so very considerable an armament, oi'v 
cannot be doubted: the largest of all, probably (as in the 1 
instance of the Sicilian expedition), were those entertained by 
Alkibiades himself, and promulgated by his friends. But we 
are not called upon to determine what the people would have 
done, had Alkibiades, after performing all the duties of a faithful, 
skilful, and enterprising commander, nevertheless failed, from 
obstacles beyond his own control, in realising their hopes and 
his own promises. No such case occurred : that which did 
occur was materially different. Besides the absence of grand 
successes, he had further been negligent and reckless in his 
primary duties-he had exposed the Athenia,n arms to defeat, ' 
by his disgraceful selection of an unworthy lieutenant 1-he had 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 16. Ol 'A871va'io•, &.s ii'Y"Yb,e11 i! vaup.axla, 
Xa;\.€71"WS .fxov 'TrP •AhiCI/3111Jip, ol6p.€VOI /l1' ap./;\.OIOlV 'T€ Kal &.Kpci.
.,. Eta; v ll.7roAwAEH.Iva.t Tas vails. 

The expression which Thucydides employs in reference to Alkibiades 
requires a few words of comment: (vi. 15)-Kal ll71p.ocrl'f Kpci.TIO'Ta 
8ta9Ev-ra. -rc\ TOil 1roA~p.ov, Uilq. E.~ea.tTTO' To'is E1ttTr]'6eVp.a.(n11 aUToV 
«xO•u8lv'T€s, Kal/1;\.;\.o&s ew•Tpc!tJlav'T€s (the Athenians), ob o<a p.aKpov ~u¢71;\.av 
'T~V 7r&;\.1V, 

The '' strenuou~ and effective prosecut~on of warlike business'' here 
/ i' • I r 



140 History of Greece 
.I 

}iolated the territory and property of an allied dependency, at 
, 1 .,? a moment when Athens had a paramount interest in cultivating 
· · :/~y every means the attachment of her remaining allies. The 

; truth is, as I have before remarked, that he had really been 
·lspoiled by the intoxicating reception given to him so unex
f~pectedly in the city. He had mistaken a hopeful public, 

'· '• determined, even by forced silence as to the past, to give him 
· the full benefit of a meritorious future, but requiring as condition 

• :~~- him that that fu~ure should really be meritorious-for a 
~. · '>·rmbhc of assured admirers, whose favour he had already earned 
·• : • if and might consider as his own. He became an altered man after 
I· that visit, like Miltiades after the battle of Marathon ; or rather, 

the impulses of a character essentially dissolute and insolent, 
broke loose from that restraint under which they had before 
been partially controlled. At the time of the battle of Kyzikus 
-when Alkibiades was labouring to regain the favour of his 
injured countrymen and was yet uncertain whether he should 
succeed-he would not have committed the fault of quitting 
his fleet and leaving it under the command of a lieutenant like 
Antiochus. If therefore Athenian sentiment towards Alkibiades 
underwent an entire change during the autumn of 407 B.c., this 
was in consequence of an alteration in his character and 
behaviour ; an alteration for the worse, just at the crisis when 
everything turned upon his good conduct, and upon his 
deserving at least, if he could not command, success. 

We may indeed observe that the faults of Nikias before 
Syracuse and in reference to the coming of Gylippus, were far 
graver and more mischievous than those of Alkibiades during 
this turning-season of his career-and the disappointment of 
antecedent hopes at least equal. Yet while these faults and 
disappointment brought about the dismissal and disgrace of 
Alkibiades, they did not induce the Athenians to dismiss Nikias, 
though himself desiring it,-nor even prevent them from sending 
him a second armament to be ruined along with the first. 
The contrast is most instructive, as demonstrating upon what 
points durable esteem in Athens turned; how long the most 
melancholy public incompetency could remain overlooked, 
when covered by piety, decorum, good intentions and high 
ascribed to Alkihiades, is true of all the period between his exile and his 
last visit. to Athens (about September B.c. 415 to September B.C. 407). 
During the first four years of that time, he was very effective against 
Athens ; during the last four, very effective in her service. 

But the assertion is certainly not true of his last command, which ended 
with the battle of Notium; nor is it more than pnrtially true (at least, it is 
an exaggeration ofthe truth) for the period before his exile. 
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station; 1 how short-lived was the ascendency of a man far 
superior in ability and energy, besides an equal station-when 
his moral qualities and antecedent life were such as to provoke 
fear and hatred in many, esteem from none. Yet on the whole, 
Nikias, looking at him as a public servant, was far more 
destructive to his country than Alkibiades. The mischief done 
to Athens by the latter was done chiefly in the avowed service , 
of her enemies. · ~\~ 

On hearing the news of the defeat of Notium and the accu~~' ·· 
mulated compl~ints agamst Alkibiades, the Athenians simply~" ; 
voted that he should be dismissed from his command; naming~('1 

ten new generals to replace him. He was not brought to trial,t.r.,..,.• 
nor do we know whether any· such step was proposed. Yet his) '!"(' 

proceedings at Kyme, if they happened as we ::ead them, richhfJ.",. 
deserved judicial animadversion; and the people, had they s~"}\J 
dealt with him, would only have acted up to the estimable .f 
function ascribed to them by the oligarchical Phrynichus-"ofV 
s~rving as refuge to. their dependeJ?-t allies, ar~d chastising th~ "("' 
h1gh-handed oppressiOns of the optimates agamst them."2 In t.Jf' 
the perilous position of Athens, however, with reference to the 1 ; 

foreign war, such a political trial would have been productive.!"~ 
of much dissension and mischief. And Alkiblades avoided the'VJ.o . 
question by not coming to Athens. As soon as he heard of 
his dismissal, he retired immediately from the army to his own 
fortified posts on the Chersonese. h ,v 

The ten new generals named were, Konon, :Jiomedon, Leon,\•,.,-. 
Perikles, Erasinides, Aristokrates, Archestratus, Protomachus, rl' 
Thrasyllus, Aristogenes. Of these, Konon was directed to~'J>' 
proceed forthwith from Andros, with the twen:y ships which he (c·~ 
had there to receive the fleet from Alkibiad1!s ; while Phano-" _,. 
sthenes proceeded with four triremes to n~place Konon at .~ 
Andros.3 ~\ 

In his way thither, Phanosthenes fell in with Dorieus the~ 
Rhodian and two Thurian triremes, which he captured wit~~ 

1 To meet the case of Nikias, it would be necessary to take the converse • ~ 
of the judgement of Thucydid<ls respecting Alkibiad~s, cited in my last ~"'l 
note, and to say-~eal 111/f'O<J'{If "d" • "T a 7itae.fvTa •·a Tov 1roA.lp.ov, llll~V 
d I ' ... , I I 1 ""' I 
E><a<J'Tot Til. ~'lrtT111l•vf'aTa avTov a-yau8evTes, ""' aVT'fl E'lrtTpE>/JavTes, , 
ou lltil. f'aiCpov l<J'cJ>11A.av T~v 1r&A.tv. :t'·'"" 

The reader will of course understand that these last Greek words are not 
an actual citation, but a transformation of the actual words of Thucydides, 
for the purpose of illustrating the contrast between Alkibiades and Nikias. 

2 Thucyd. viii. 48. 'Tbv II€ llfif'oll <J'cpwv 'TE (of the allied dependencies) 
KaTacJ>u'}'~V ~eal ~~eelvwv (i.e. of the high persons called ~eaA.o~ea'}'a8o{ or 
optimates) uwcppovt<J'TfJv. 

& Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 18; Diodor. xiii. 74· 
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every man aboard. The captives were sent to Athens, where 
all were placed in custody (in case of future exchange) except 
Dorieus himself. The latter had been condemned to death 
and banished from his native city of Rhodes, together with his 
kindred; probably on the score of political disaffection, at the 
time when Rhodes was a member of the Athenian alliance. 
Having since then become a citizen of Thurii, he had served 
with distinction .in the fleet of Mindarus both at Miletus and 
the Hellespont. The Athenians now had so much compassion 
upon him, that they released him at once and unconditionally, 
without even demanding a ransom or an equivalent. By what 
particular circumstance their compassion was determined, 
forming a pleasing exception to the melancholy habits which 
pervaded Grecian warfare in both belligerents-we should 
never have learnt from the meagre narrative of Xenophon. 
But we ascertain from other sources, that Dorieus (the son of 
Diagoras of Rhodes) was illustrious beyond all other Greeks 
for his victories in the pankration at the Olympic, Isthmian, 
and Nemean festivals-that 'he had gained the first prize at 
three Olympic festivals in succession (of which Olympiad 88 or 
428 B.C. was the second), a distinction altogether without 
precedent, besides 8 Isthmian and 7 Nemean prizes-that his 
father Diagoras, his brothers, and his cousins were all celebrated 
as successful athletes-lastly, that the family were illustrious 
from old date in their native island of Rhodes, and were even 
descended from the Messenian hero Aristomenes. When the 
Athenians saw before them as their prisoner a man doubtless 
of magnificent stature and presence (as we may conclude from 
his athletic success), and surrounded by such a halo of glory 
impressive in the highest degree to Grecian imagination-the 
feelings and usages of war were at once overruled. Though 
Dorieus had been one of their most vehement enemies, they 
could not bear either to touch his person, or to exact from him 
any condition. Released by them on this occasion, he lived 
to be put to death, about thirteen years afterwards, by the 
Lacedremonians.1 

When Konon reached Samos to take the command, he found 
the armament in a state of great despondency ; not merely 
from the dishonourable affair of Notium, but also from disap
pointed hopes connected with Alkibiades, and from difficulties 
in procuring regular pay. So painfully was the last inconvenience 
felt, that the first measure of Konon was to contract the num
bers of the armament from above 100 triremes to 70; and to 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 19; Pausan. vi. 7, 2. 
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reserve for the diminished fleet all the abler seamen of the 
larger. With this fleet he and his colleagues roved about th~e 
enemies' coasts to collect plunder and pay.1 

Apparently about the same time that Konon supersede d.r'l 
Alkibiades (that is, about December 407 I:. c. or January 406 B.c.), ~;' 
the year of Lysander's command expired, and Kallikratidas (.t 
arrived from Sparta to replace him. I His arrival was received with ~ 
undisguised dissatisfaction by the leading Lacedremonians in "' 
the armament, by the chiefs in the Asiatic cities, and by Cyrus. \' ; 
Now was felt the full influence of those factious correspondences rJ.A 
and intrigues which Lysander had established with all of them, 
for indirectly working out the perpetuity of his own command. 
While loud complaints were heard of the impolicy of Sparta in 
annually changing her admiral-both Cyrus and the rest con
curred with Lysander in throwing difficulties in the way of the 
new successor. ) -

Kallikratidas, unfortunately only shown by the Fates,2 and 
not suffered to continue in the Grecian world, was one of the 
noblest characters of his age. Besides perfect courage, energy, 
and incorruptibility, he was distinguished for two qualities, both 
of them very rare among eminent ·Greeks ; entire straightfor
wardness of dealing-and a Pan-Hellenic patriotism alike com
prehensive, exalted and merciful. Lysandt!r handed over to him 
nothing but an empty purse; having repaid to Cyrus all the 
money remaining in his possession, under pretence that it had 
been confided to himself personally. 3 . Moreover, on delivering 
up the fleet to Kallikratidas at Ephesus, he rp.ade boast of deliver
ing to him at the same time the mastery of the sea, through tl'le 
victory recently gained at Notium. "Cor,duct the fleet from 
Ephesus along the coast of Samos, passing by the Athenian 
station (replied Kallikratidas), and give it up to me at Miletus: 
I shall then believe in your mastery of the .>ea." Lysander had 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 5, 20; compare i. 6, r6; Diodor. xiii. 77• 
2 Virgil, JEneid, vi. 870. 

Ostendent terris hunc tantum fata, neque ultra 
Esse sinent. 

1 How completely this repayment was a manreuvre for the purpose of 
crippling his successor-and not an act of genuine and conscientious 
obligation to Cyrus, as :Mr. Mitford rep~esents it-we may see by the 
conduct of Lysander at l:he Close of the war. He ·:hen carried away with 
him to Sparta all the residue of the tributes from Cyrus which he had in 
his possession, instead cf giving them back to Cynts (Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 
3, 8). The obligation to give them back to Cyrus was greater at the end 
of the war than it was at the time when Kallikratid~LS came out, and when 
war was still going on ; for the war was a joint business, which the 
Persians and the Spartans had sworn to prosecute by common efforts. 
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nothing else to say, except that he should give himself no 
further trouble, now that his command had been transferred to 
~other. 

, · Kallikratidas soon found that the leading Laced::emonians in 
;. ~,st?e fleet, gaine~ ov~r to the interests of his predece.ssor, openly 
:f· , _i]l.urmured at his arnval, and secretly obstructed all his measures; 
.; •.. :fuw:>n which he summoned them together, and said: "I for my 

' 11 • _!Jart am quite content to remain at home; and if Lysander or 
':_ ,~)my one else pretends to be a better admiral than I am, I 
·} · j have nothing to say against it. But sent here as I am by the 
~ ~\)authorities at Sparta to command the fleet, I have no choice 
,;·~· ~ept to execute their orders in the best way that I can. You 
('_ ~p<low know how far my ambition reaches ; 1 you know also the if ~urmurs which are abroad against our common city (for her 
v-F t}equent change of admirals). Look to it, and give me your 
lj; .9rinion-Shall I stay where I am-or shall I go home, and 
It' ~mmunicate what has happened here?" 
)I · This remonstrance, alike pointed and dignified, produced its 
·V."" full effect. Every one replied that it was his duty to stay and 
"' undertake the command. The murmurs and cabals were from 

that moment discontinued.' 
His next embarrassments arose from the manceuvre of Ly-

sander in paying back to Cyrus all the funds from whence the 
· .' !?ontinuous pay of the army was derived. Of course this step 
~V~s admirably calculated to make every one regret the alter
r.A~ti'On of command. Kallikratidas, who had been sent out 
"i~ wit~out funds, in full reliance on the unexhausted supply from 
~.,- dis, now found himself compelled to go thither in person 

d solicit a renewal of the bounty. But Cyrus, eager to 
manifest in every way his partiality for the last admiral, deferred 
receiving him,-first for two days, then for a further interval, 
until the patience of Kallikratidas was wearied out, so that he 
left Sardis in disgust without an interview. So intolerable to 
his feelings was the humiliation of thus begging at the palace 
gates, that he bitterly deplored those miserable dissensions 
among the Greeks which constrained both parties to truckle to 
the foreigner for money ; swearing that if he survived the year's 
campaign, he would use every possible effort to bring about an 
accommodation between Athens and Sparta.2 

In the meantime, he put forth all his energy to obtain money 
in some other way, and thus get the fleet to sea ; knowing well, 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 5· flp.iis lil, 'll'pOS a l"(W 1'E <f><ll.onp.o~p.u<, KaliJ 
1r0ll.1s -hp.wv al'l'<d(eTa< (tern "fd.p uln-a &cr1rep ~tall"(w), ~vp.f3ovll.<v<T<, &c. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 7 ; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 6. 
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that the way to overcome the reluctance of Cyrus was, to show l~ 
that he could do without him. Sailing first from Ephesus ~, 
to Miletus, he despatched from thence a small squadron to \"' 
Sparta, disclosing his unexpected poverty, and asking for I.$ 
speedy pecuniary aid. In the meantime he convoked an 
assembly of the Milesians, communicated to them the mission », 
just sent to Sparta, and asked from them a temporary supply ., 
until" rhts money should arrive. He reminded them that the 't ~ 
necessity of thiS demand sprang altogether from the manreuvre ~ 
of Lysander in paying back the fund> in his hands :-that he r...fJ 
had already in vain applied to Cyrus for further money, meeting(" 
only with such insulting neglect as could no longer be endured: r~ 
that they (the .Milesians), dwelling amidst the Persians, and 
having already experienced the maximum of ill-usage at their 
hands, ought now to be foremost in the war, and to set an 
example of zeal to the other allies, 1 in order to get clear the 
sooner from dependence upon such imperious taskmasters. He 
promised that when the remittance from Sparta and the 
hour of success should arrive, he would richly requite their 
forwardness. " Let us, with the aid of the gods, show these 
foreigners (he concluded) that we can punish our enemies 
without worshipping them." 

The spectacle of this generous patriot struggling against a 
degrading dependence on the foreigner, which was now be
coming unhappily familiar to the leading Greeks of both sides 
-excites our warm sympathy and admiration. We may add, 
that his language to the Milesians, reminding them of the 
misery which they had endured from the Persians as a motiove 
to exertion in the war-is full of instructicn as to the new situa
tion opened for the Asiatic Greeks since the breaking up of the 
Athenian power. No such evils had they :mffered while Athens 
was competent to protect them, and while they were willing to 
receive protection from her-during the interval of more than 
fifty years between the complete organisation of the confederacy 
of Delos and the disaster of Nikias before .;;yracuse. 

The single-hearted energy of Kallikratidas imposed upon all 
who heard him, and even inspired so much alarm to those 
leading Milesians who were playing underhand the game of 
Lysander, that they were the first to propo>e a large grant of 
money towards the war, and to offer considerable sums from 
their own purses ; an example probably soon followed by other 

1 XenctJh. Hellen. i. 6, 8. ~p.as ~~ ly&; d!tw 1rpo6vp.o'T'rlrovs Elva< l• 
rlw 'lr6ll.€p.ov, otO. TO oll;ouvra< ~~~ {JapfJrlpo« 'lrAflCTT<: l<aKO. 1}01j fnr' aOTWII 
1f''JTOV0lvo.L. 
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~allied cities. Some of the friends of Lysander tried to couple 

~~ }t~ o~ers with . cond!t!ons; del_llanding a _warrant for the 
~ .. ::~:~uctiOn of their poht1cal enem1es, and hopmg thus to com
. l\. ,rromise the new admiral. But he strenuously refused all such 
1
,. v~ guilty compliances.1 He was soon able to collect at Mih~tus 
~~~ ~ fresh triremes in addition to those left by Lysander, 
1 ~l..~nutking a fleet of 140 sail in all. The Chians having furnished 
·"' ·~~\'fl:U with an outfit of five drachmas for each seaman (equal to 
j ·· ten days' pay at the usual rate), he sailed with the whole fleet 

,..northward towards Lesbos. Of this numerous fleet, the 
~J"\t.,greatest which had yet been assembled throughout the war, 
~~~ only ten triremes were Lacedremonian ; 2 while a considerable 
' oportion, and among the best equipped, were Breotian and 
~~rean. 3 In his voyage towards Lesbos, Kallikratidas seems 
r,; ave made himself master of Phokrea and Kyme,4 perhaps 
·~ with the greater facility in consequence of the recent ill-treat-

·f'rpent of the Kymreans by Alkibiades. He then sailed to 
J'\":J("llttack Methymna, on the northern coast of Lesbos ; a town 
~ )r jlOt -6rily-strongly attached to the Athenians, but also defended 
-' "'''y an Athenian garrison. Though at first repulsed, he 
}J'\ renewed his attacks until at length he took the town by storm. 

The property in it was all plundered by the soldiers, and the 
slaves collected and sold for their benefit. It was further 
demanded by the allies, and expected pursuant to ordinary 
custom, that the Methymnrean and Athenian prisoners should 
be sold also. 1 But Kallikratidas peremptorily refused com
pliance, and set them all free the ne~t day; declaring, that so 
long as he was in command, not a single free Greek should be 

\.&. Jieduced to slavery if he could prevent it.6 ) 

~ 
1No one who has not familiarised himself with the details of 

. Grecian warfare, can feel the full grandeur and sublimity of 
proceeding-which stands, so far as I know, unparalleled 
recian history. It is not merely that the prisoners were 

Plutarch, Apophthegm. Laconic. p. 222 C; Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, I2. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 34· 
8 Diodor. xiii. 99· 
4 I infer this from the fact, that at the period of the battle of Arginusre, 

both these towns appear as adhering to the Peloponnesians ; whereas 
during the command of Alkibiades they had been both Athenian (Xenoph. 
Hellen. i. 5, I I ; i. 6, 33; Diodor. xiii. 73-99). 

5 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, I4. Kal Kell.evowrwv .,r;,, ~vp.p.&.xwv Ct.7roo&u8a• 
Kal -robs M7]6vp.valovs, o~K ftp71 ~av-roil -ye li.pxov-ros o~o~va 'Ell.ll.nvwv ls 
-ro ~~eelvov ovva-rov Ct.vopa7roo•u81jva•. 

Compare a later declaration of Agesilaus, substantially to the same 
purpose, yet delivered under circumstances far less emphatic-in Xenophon, 
Agesilaus, vii. 6. 
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spared and set free: as to that point, analogous cases may beO' 
found, though not very frequent. n·is, that this particular ac~(l 
of generosity was performed in the name and for the recom- V 
mendation of Pan-Hellenic brotherhood and Pan-Hellenic 
independence of t~e foreigner : a .corr,prehe~sive principle:~: 
announced by Kalhkratidas on previOus occasiOns as well as:.t. 
on this, but now carried into practice under emphatic circum- ( 
stances, and coupled with an explicit declaration of his resolu-, 
tion to abide by it in all future cases. It is, lastly, that the step J,l, 
was taken in resistance to formal requisition on the part of hiS' 
allies, whom he had very imperfect means either of paying or 
controlling, and whom therefore it was so much the more 
hazardous for him to offend.} There cannot be any doubt 
that these allies felt personally wronged and indignant at the 
loss, as well as confounded with the proposition of a rule of 
duty so new as respected the relations of belligerents in 
Greece; against which too (let us add) their murmurs would 
not be without some foundation-" If we should come to be 
Konon's prisoners, he will not treat us in ·this manner." 
Reciprocity of dealing is absolutely essential to constant moral 
observance, either public or private ; and doubtless Kallikra
tidas felt a well-grounded confidence, that two or three con
spicuous examples would sensibly modify the future practice 
on both sides. But some one must begin by setting such 
examples, and the man who does begin-having a position 
which gives reasonable chance that others will follow-is the 
hero. An admiral like Lysander would not only sympathise 
heartily with the complaints of the allies, but also condemn 
the proceeding as a dereliction of duty to Sparta : even men 
better than Lysander would at first look coldly on it as a sort 
of Quixotism, in doubt whether the example would be copied: 
while the Spartan Ephors, though probably tolerating it 
because they interfered very sparingly with their admirals 
afloat, would certainly have little sympathy with the feelings in 
which it originated. So much the rather is Kallikratidas to be 
admired, as bringing out with him not only a Pan-Hellenic 
patriotism 1 rare either at Athens or Sparta, but also a force of 
individual character and conscience ye'; rarer-enabling him to 
brave unpopularity and break through routine, in the attempt 
to make that patriotism fruitful and operative in practice. In 
his career, so sadly and prematurely closed, there was at least 

1 The sentiment ofKallikratidas deserved the designation of'E>.>.:rw<KC:rraTov 
'!l"oAlTEv}la.-far more than that of Nikias, to which Plutarch applies those 
words (Compar. of Nikias and Crassus, c. 2). 
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this circumstance to be envied; that the capture of Methymna 
afforded him the opportunity, which he greedily seized as if he 
had known that it would be the last, of putting in act and 
evidence the full aspirations of his magnanimous soul. 1 

~ Kallikratidas sent word by the released prisoners to Konon 
'~· ' .. rJhat he would presently put an end to his adulterous inter
~··, · course with the sea ; 1 which he now considered as his wife 
;. · and lawfully appertaining to him, having 140 triremes lilgainst 
,;o!(Jfe 70 triremes of Konon. That admiral, in spite of his 
,t{ tferior numbers, had advanced near to Methymna to try and 
,::. r tlieve it ; but finding the place already captured, had retired 
~·· :~ o the islands called Hekatonnesoi, off the continent bearing 
'). ~rth-east from Lesbos. Thither he was followed by Kallikra
J:.~{ tidas, who, leaving Methymna at night, found him quitting his 
1-;. I moorings at break of day, and immediately made all sail to try 

and cut him off from the southerly course towards Samos. 
But Konon, having diminished the number of his triremes 
from roo to 7o, had been able to preserve lilll the best rowers, 
so that in speed he outran Kallikratidas and entered first the 
harbour of Mitylene. His pursuers however were close behind, 
and even got into the harbour along with him, before it could 
be closed and put in a state of defence. Constrained to fight 
a battle at its entrance, he was completely defeated: thirty of 
his ships were taken, though the crews escaped to land ; and 
he preserved the remaining forty only by hauling them ashore 
under the walL 2 

The town of Mitylene, originally founded on a small islet off 
Lesbos, had afterwards extended across a narrow strait to 
Lesbos itself. By this strait (whether bridged over or not we 
are not informed), the town was divided into two portions, and 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, I 5· K6vc.wt o~ •l1r•v, 3Tt 1raU<T€t ahlw !J.o<xO.vTa 
"~" Oc!ll.a<T<Tav, &c. He could hardly say this to Konon, in any other way 
than through the Athenian prisoners. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 17; Diodor. xiii. 78, 79· 
Here, as on so many other occasions, it is impossible to blend these two 

narratives together. Diodorus conceives the facts in a manner quite 
different from Xenophon, and much less probable. He tells us that 
Konon practised a stratagem during his flight (the same in Polyrenus, i. 
482), whereby he was enabled to fight with and defeat the foremost 
Peloponnesian ships before the rest came up : also that he got into the 
harbour in time to put it into a state of defence before Kallikratidas came 
up. Diodorus then gives a prolix description of the battle by which 
Kallikratidas forced his way in. 

The narrative of Xenophon, which I have followed, plainly implies that 
Konon could have had no time to make preparations for defending the 
harbour. 
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had two harbours, one opening northward towards the Helles-~' 
pont, the other southward towards the promontory of Kane 
on the mainland.1 Both these harbours were undefended; 
and both now fell into the occupation of the Peloponnesian ~ 
fleet; at least all the outer portion of each, near to the exit of~' 
the harbour, which Kallikratidas kept under strict watch. Ht\,1.)., 
at the same time sent for the full forces of Methymna and for\u 
hoplites across from Chios, so as to block up Mitylene by land 
as well as by sea. As soon as his success was announced, too, 
money for the fleet (together with separate presents for himself, 
which he declined receiving 2) was immediately sent to him 
by Cyrus ; so that his future operations became easy. . ~ 

No preparations had been made at Mitylene for a siege:\'(~ 
no stock of provisions had been accumulated, and the crowdt~ 
within the walls was so considerable, that Konon foresaw but~ 
too plainly the speedy exhaustion of his means. Nor could he 
expect succour from Athens, unless he could send intelligence 
thither of his condition ; of which, as he had not been able to" !J. 
do so, the Athenians remained altogether ignorant. All his l\ 
ingenuity was required to get a trireme safe out of the harbour "V 
in the face of the enemy's guard. Putting afloat two triremes,ct": 
the best sailers in his fleet, and picking out the best rowers forv 
them out of all the rest, he caused these rowers to go aboard ;~ 
before daylight, concealing the Epibatre or maritime soldiers in:,..O•·' 
the interior of the vessel (instead of the deck, which was their ,J 
usual place), with a moderate stock of provisions, and keeping 
the vessel still covered with hides or sails, as was customary 
with vessels hauled ashore to protect them against the sun. s 

1 Thucyd. iii. 6. 'TOVS icp6pp.ovs br' ap.cpo'Tlpo!S 'TOtS lup.lO'w brotOVV'TO
(Strabo, xiii. p. 617). Xenophon talks only of the harbour, as if it were 
one; and possibly, in very inaccurate language, it might be described as 
one harbour with two entrances. It seems to me, however, that Xenophon 
had no clear idea of the locality. 

Strabo speaks of the northern harbour as defended by a mole-the 
southern harbour, as defended by triremes chained together. Such defences 
did not exist in the year 406 B.C. Probably after the revolt of Mitylene 
in 427 B.c., the Athenians had removed what defences might have been 
before provided for the harbour. 

2 Plutarch, Apophth. Laconic. p. 222 E. 
3 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 19. Ka8eli.KVO'as (Konon) Twv vewv 'Tas lfpur'Ta 

wlt..EoVuas OVo, ~7rA:hpwuE 1rpO 7}p.Epas, ~~ U.1rarrtJv 'T'ii.w JIE{;JV ToOs Ct.pluTous 
Ep€-ras ~«AE~as, ~eal 'ToVs l1rt/3d-ras Is KolA:qv va.Vv p.era/3l/3duas, Kal Tc\ 
orapappvp.a'Ta orapa{3all.wv. 

The meaning of orapaiJpvp.ara is very uncertain. The commentators give 
little instruction ; nor can we be sure that the same thing is meant as is 
expressed by orapaf371.-hp.a'Ta (infra, ii. I, 22). We may be certain that the 
matters meant by orapappvp.a'Ta were something which, if visible at all to 
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:~_ese two triremes were thus made ready to depart at a 

\iJl ~oment's notice, without giving any indication to the enemy 
:· fl.}that they were so. They were fully manned before daybreak, 
t'; ~e crews remained in their position all day, and after dark 
'. (~ere taken out to repose. This went on for four days succes
; \ ,pively, no favourable opportunity having occurred to give the 
L,:.Ysi~l for attempting a start. At length, on the fifth day about 
·~ ~~n, when many of the Peloponnesian crews were ashore for 
.. ~\their morning meal, and others were reposing, the moment 
, ,s~emed favourable, the signal was given, and both the triremes 
<; ,.~~'Started at the same moment with their utmost speed ; one to 
': 1 go out at the southern entrance towards the sea between 

Lesbos and Chios-the other to depart by the northern 
entrance towards the Hellespont. Instantly the alarm was 
given among the Peloponnesian fleet : the cables were cut, the 
men hastened aboard, and many triremes were put in motion 
to overtake the two runaways. That which departed south
ward, in spite of the most strenuous efforts, was caught towards 
evening and brought back with all her crew prisoners : that 
which went towards the Hellespont escaped, rounded the 
northern coast of Lesbos, and got safe with the news to 
Athens; sending intelligence also, seemingly, in her way, to 
the Athenian admiral Diomedon at Samos. 

The latter immediately made all haste to the aid of Konon, 
with the small force which he had with him, no more than 
twelve triremes. The two harbours being both guarded by a 
superior force, he tried to get access to Mitylene through the 
Euripus, a strait which opens on the southern coast of the island 
into an interior lake or bay, approaching near to the town. But 
here he was attacked suddenly by Kallikratidas, and his squad
ron all captured except two triremes, his own and another : he 
himself had great difficulty in escaping.1 • 

a spectator without, would at least afford no indication that the trireme 
was intended for a speedy start ; otherwise, they would defeat the whole 
contrivance of Konon, whose aim was secrecy. It was essential that this 
trireme, though afloat, should be made to look as much as possible like to 
the other triremes which still remained hauled ashore; in order that the 
Peloponnesians might not suspect any purpose of departure. I have 
endeavoured in the text to give a meaning which answers this purpose, 
without forsaking the explanations proposed by the commentators : see 
Boeckh, Ueber das Attische See·Wesen, ch. x. p. 159. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 22. Atop.eowv 'Oe fJo7J8wv K6vwvt 'lro/l.wp~<ovp.•vcp 
owo•~<a. va.v<tlv &pp.l<ta.To ~s Thv •tlpt'lrov .-wv Mt'Tv/1.7Jva.lwv. 

The reader should look at a map of Lesbos, to see what is meant by 
the Euripus of Mityl~n~-and the other Euripus of the neighbouring town 
ofPyrrha. 
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Athens was all in consternation at the news of the defeat of~~j 
Konon and the blockade of Mitylene. The whole strength and fl(..' 
energy of the city was put forth to relieve him, by an effort ~ 
greater than any which had been made throughout the whole t . 
war. We read with surprise that within the short space of 
thirty days, a fleet of no less than I Io triremes was fitted out andi\Y'r 
sent from Peirreus. Every man of age and strength to serve, I' 1 

without distinction, was taken to form a good crew ; not only~ 11/<1 

freemen, but slaves, to whom manumission was promised aslr JJ'V' 

reward: many also of the Horsemen or Knights 1 and citizens~"''A 
of highest rank went aboard as Epibatre, hanging up their " • 
bridles like Kimon before the battle of Salamis. The levy was ~,'II 
in fact as democratical and as equalising as it had been on that~\"' 
memorable occasion. The fleet proceeded straight to Samos, 
whither orders had doubtless been sent to get together all the . 
triremes which the allies could furnish as reinforcements, as wellt:&f 
as all the scattered Athenian. By this means, forty additional 
triremes (ten of them Samian) were assembled, and the whole 
fleet, I so sail, went from Samos to the little islands called 
Arginusre, close on the mainland, opposite to Malea the south-
eastern cape of Lesbos. .. .\\ 

Kallikratidas, apprised of the approach of the new fleet\P.. 
while it was yet at Samos, withdrew the greater portion of his~ i 
force from Mitylene, leaving fifty triremes under Eteonikus to v'1 
continue the blockade. Less than fifty probably would not V 
have been sufficient, inasmuch as two harbours were to be · 
watched; but he was thus reduced to meet the Athenian fleet '1/1 
with inferior numberS-120 triremes against ISO. His fleet wasl.fll~ 
off Cape Malea, where the crews took their suppers, on the Jvw' 
same evening as the Athenians supped at the opposite islands of 
Arginusre. It was his project to sail across the intermediate 
channel in the night, and attack them in the morning before 
they were prepared ; but violent wind and rain forced him to 
defer all movement till daylight. On the ensuing morning both 
parties prepared for the greatest naval encounter which had 
taken place throughout the whole war. Kallikratidas was 
advised by his pilot, the Megarian Hermon, to retire for the 
present without fighting, inasmuch as the Athenian fleet had 
the advantage of thirty triremes over him in number. He replied 
that flight was disgraceful, and that Sparta would be no worse 

Diodorus (xiii. 79) confounds the Euripus of Mitylene with the harbour 
of Mitylene, with which it is quite unconnected. Schneider and Plehn 
seem to make the same confusion (see Plehn, Lesbiaca, p. 15). 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 24-25; Diodor. xiii. 97· 
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off even if he should perish.1 The answer was one congenial 
to his chivalrous nature ; and we m·ay well conceive, that 
having for the last two or three months been lord and master of 
the sea, he recollected his own haughty message to Konon, and 
thought it dishonour to incur or deserve, by retiring, the like 
taunt upon himself. We may remark, too, that the disparity of 
numbers, though serious, was by no means such as to render 
the contest hopeless, or to serve as a legitimate ground for 
r~treat to one who prided himself on a full measure of Spartan 
~O\{!age . 

. '",\'· •,i.l'fhe Athenian fleet was so marshalled, that its great strength 
: "\ /was placed in the two wings ; in each of which there were sixty 

· '~.r ··\~thenian ships, distributed into four equal divisions, each 
1 1 •'-~j.t.ision commanded by a general. Of the four squadrons of 
·V\ $"fteen ships each, two were placed in front, two to support 
• 1-~'lt_hem in the rear. Aristokrates and Diomedon commanded the 
l,i.~ vfwo front squadrons of the left division, Perikles and Erasinides z the two squadrons in the rear: on the right division, Protoma-
,!>J" ):bus and Thrasyllus commanded the two in front, Lysias and 

~Jw ..rl Aristogenes the two in the rear. The centre, wherein were the 
i:l- 'V§amians and other allies, was left weak and all in single line : it 
· ff bears to have been exactly in front of one of the isles of 
i"·~ Arginusa!, while the two other divisions were to the right and 
V\i left of that isle. We read with some surprise that the whole 
.Ji)" Lacedremonian fleet was arranged by single ships, because it 
\_,, 'sailed better and manceuvred better than the Athenians ; who 
? formed their right and left divisions in deep order, for the 

express purpose of hindering the enemy from performing the 
nautical manceuvres of the diekplus and the periplus.2 It 
would seem that the Athenian centre, having the land 
immediately in its rear, was supposed to be better protected 
against an enemy " sailing through the line out to the rear and 
sailing round about" than the other divisions, which were in 
the open waters ; for which reason it was left weak, with the 
ships in single line. But the fact which strikes us the most is, 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 32; Diodor. xiii. 97, 98-the latter reports 
terrific omens beforehand for the generals. 

The answer has been a memorable one, more than once adverted to
Plutarch, Laconic. Apophthegm. p. 832 ; Cicero, De Offic. i. 24. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 3!. Oi!TOI o' hclx61)0'av (ol 'A81)va'iot) tva p.f! 
otlJ<11'AOVV OLOOt€V' x•'ipov ')'ttp ~11'/\.fOV, Al o€ 'TWV AaH:<Oatp.ov!Oiv Uv'TLT<Ta')'p.lval 
;je1av li.'JI'aCTa< l71'l p.tus, ws 1rpbs otEJ<11'11.ow t<al 7rfpl7rA.ow 7rap•O't<fvaCTp.Eva<, o<tt 
Tb {3b..TtoV '/I'AftV. 

Contrast thili with Thucyd. ii. 84-89 (the speech of Phormion), iv. 12, 

vii. 36. 
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that if we turn back to the beginning of the war, we shall find 
that this diekplus and periplus were the special manceuvres of 
the Athenian navy, and continued to be so even down to the 
siege of Syracuse ; the Laceda!q10nians being at first absolutely 
unable to perform them at all, and continuing for a long time 
to perform them far less skilfully than the Athenians. Now, 
the comparative value of both parties is reversed : the superi
ority of nautical skill has passed to the Peloponnesians and 
their allies : the precautions whereby that superiority is 
neutralised or evaded, are forced as a necessity on the Athe
nians. How astonished would the Athenian admiral Phormion 
have been, if he could have witnessed the fleets and the order \ 
of battle at Arginusa! ! l': '(\11. 

Kallikratidas himse~f, with the ten Lacedremonian ships, was \1/~c 
on the right of his fleet: on the left were the Bceotians an~(..,. 

1 
Eubceans, under the Bceotian admiral Thrasondas. The batth~·f.;J·: 
was long and obstinately contested, first by the two fleets in~ ~.,!,f' 
their original order ; afterwards, when all order was broken, by., II- ',..<~ 
scattered ships mingled together ar:d c~mtendir:g in ind~vidu~l \, "\ ., 
combat. At length the brave Kalhkratidas penshed. His ship I.. ( ,J.! 
was in the act of driving against the ship of an enemy, and h<{;V,; · 
himself probably (like Brasidas 1 at Pylus) had planted himself)r' 1 
on the forecastle, to be the first in boarding the enemy or in ~i.J/ 
preventing the enemy from boarding him-when the shock," ,, -}l 
arising from impact, threw him off his footing, so that he fell~~~ '~: 
overboard and was drowned.2 In spite of the discouragement\~--~ 
springing from his death, the ten Laceda!monian triremes 
displayed a courage worthy of his, and nine of them were 
destroyed or disabled. At length the Athenians were victorious 
in all parts: the Peloponnesian fleet gave way, and their flight 
became general, partly to Chios, partly to Phoka!a. More than 
sixt.y of their ships were destroyed, over and above the nine 
Laceda!monian, seventy-seven in all ; making a total loss of 
above the half of the ent.re fleet. The loss of the Athenians 
was also severe-amounting to twenty-five triremes. They 
returned to Arginusa! after the battle,3 

The victory of Arginusa! afforded the most striking proof 
1 See Thucvd. iv. II. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 33· br.l 71~ Kal\.lwcpaTloas TE, lp.{3aA.ol"r'Tis Ti)s 

ved>s, a11'011'EO'd>V ts Tl)V 8J.l\.aO'O'QV -l)cpav£11'81/, &c. 
The details given by Diodorus about this battle and the exploits of 

Kallikratidas are at once prolix and unworthy of confidence. See an 

~
excellent note of Dr. Arnold on Thucyd. iv. rz-respecting the description 
given by Diodorus of the conduct of Brasidas at Pylus. 

3 Xt:noph. Hellen. i. 6, 34; Diodor. xiii. 99, roo. 
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f~ow much the democratical energy of Athens could yet 
• v Uttcomplish, in spite of so many years of exhausting war. But 
;'~.;'Tar better would it have been, if her energy on this occasion 
ty. had been less efficacious and successful. The defeat of the 
~eloponnesian fleet, and the death of their admirable leader
l'\. ~~e must take the second as inseparable from the first, since 
~'{ ... :J(allikratidas was not the man to survive a defeat-were signal 
~~~isfortunes to the whole Grecian world ; and in an especial 
\_\!}:._manner, misfortunes to Athens herself. If Kallikratidas had , ~i; gained the victory and survived it, he would certainly have 
1-< '-'""been the man to close the Peloponnesian war; for Mitylene 

.. ~ ~ust immediately have surrendered, and Konon with all the 
.I jl ~thenian fleet there blocked up must have become his 
~~,. 1< Yprisoners ; which circumstance, coming at the back of a defeat, 
( would have rendered Athens disposed to acquiesce in any 

tolerable terms of peace. Now to have the terms dictated at 
a moment when her power was not wholly prostrate, by a man 
like Kallikratidas, free from corrupt personal ambition, and of 
a generous Pan-Hellenic patriotism-would have been the best 
fate which at this moment could befall her; while to the 
Grecian world generally, it would have been an unspeakable 
benefit, that in the re-organisation which it was sure to undergo 
at the close of the war, the ascendent individual of the moment 
should be penetrated with devotion to the great ideas of 
Hellenic brotherhood at home, and HeHenic independence 
against the foreigner. The near prospect of such a benefit was 
opened by that rare chance which threw Kallikratidas into the 
command, enabled him not only to publish his lofty profession 
of faith, but to show that he was prepared to act upon it, and 
for a time floated him on towards complete success. Nor 
were the envious gods ever more envious, than when they 
frustrated, by the disaster of Arginusce, the consummation 
which they had thus seemed to promise. The pertinence of 
tliese remarks will be better understood in the next chapter, 
when I come to recount the actual winding up of the Pelo
ponnesian war under the auspices of the worthless, but able, 
Lysander. It was into his hands that the command was 
re-transferred : a transfer almost from the best of Greeks to the 
worst. We shall then see how much the sufferings of the 
Grecian world, and of Athens especially, were aggravated by 
his individual temper and tendencies-and we shall then feel 
by contrast, how much would have been gained if the 
commander armed with such great power of dictation had 
been a Pan-Hellenic patriot. To have the sentiment of that 
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patriotism enforced, at a moment of break-up and re-arrange
ment throughout Greece, by the victorious leader of the day, 
with single-hearted honesty and resolution, would have been a 
stimulus to all the better feelings of the Grecian mind such as 
no other combination of circumstances could have furnished. 
The defeat and death of Kallikratidas was thus even more 
deplorable as a loss to Athens and Greece, than to Sparta her-
self. To his lofty character and patriotism, even in so short a 1;s 
career, we vainly seek a parallel. 1 )"' 

The news of the defeat was speedily conveyed to Eteonikus Y'~J 
at MityH:ne by the admiral's signal-boat. As soon as he heard W" .'~ 
it, he desired the crew of the signal-boat to say nothing to any ~ ~\·•'t,. 
one, but to go again out of the harbour, and then return with ·o ..A ~' 
wreaths and shouts of triumph-crying out that Kallikratidas ~'CY,., 
had gained the victory and had destroyed or captured all the ~· 
Athenian ships. All suspicion of the reality was thus kept~ 
from Konon and the besieged ; while Eteonikus himself, 
'affecting to believe the news, offered the sacrifice of thanks
giving j but gave orders to all the triremes to take their meal 
and depart afterwards without losing a moment j directing the 
masters of the trading-ships also to put their property silently 
aboard, and get off at the same time. And thus, with little 
or no delay, and without the least obstruction from Konon, 
iall these ships, triremes and merchantmen, sailed out of the 
harbour, and were carried off in safety to Chios, the wind being 
fair. Eteonikus at the same time withdrew his land-forces to 
Methymna, burning his camp. Konon thus finding himself 
unexpectedly at liberty, put to sea with his ships when the wind 
had become calmer, and joined the main Athenian fleet, which 
he found already on its way from Arginusre to Mitylene. The 
fleet presently came to Mitylene, and from thence passed over 
to make an attack on Chios ; which attack proving unsuccessful, 1\ 
they went forward to their ordinary station at Samos.1 ~ 

The news of the victory at Arginusre diffused joy and \\11. 
triumph at Athens. All the slaves who had served in the ; 
armament were manumitted and. promoted, according to '• 
promise, to the rights of Platreans at Athens-a qualified ~ 
species of citizenship. Yet the joy was poisoned by another. 
incident which became known at the same time, raising _., qil 
sentiments of a totally opposite character, and ending in one of~~,; 
:the most gloomy and disgraceful proceedings in all Athenian '-:!' 

lhistory. r 
Not only the bodies of the slain warriors floating about on 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 38; Diodor. xiii. 100. 
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} ·(l~"'water had not been picked up for burial, but the wrecks 
: ,.IP"• not been visited to. preserve those who were yet living. 
~r.'f·: he fi;st of t~ese two pomts, even alone, ~ould have sufficed 
>) 1; to excite a pamful sentiment of wounded piety at Athens. But 
~t ,1 / 0e second point, ~ere an. essential part .of the s~m~ om~ssion,. 
h,,t'{:"Jnfiamed that sentiment mto shame, gnef, and md1gnatwn of 
• .• ~-- the sharpest character. 
\..,. . 1 \!ln the descriptions of this event, Diodorus and many other 
,.._~' ,. ~wr!ters take notice of the first point, either exclusively, I or at 
, ··' ~~ 1 See the narrative of Diodorus (xiii. zoo, IOI, 102), where nothing i: 
,}~ '.· 'rl\entioned except about picking up the floating dead bodies-about the 
V \ dime, and offence in the eyes of the people, of omitting to secure burial 

to so many dead bodies. He does not seem to have fancied that there 
were any living bodies, or that it was a question between life and death to 
so many of the crews. 

Whereas if we follow the narrative of Xenophon (Hellen. i. 7), we shall 
see that the question is put throughout about picking up the living men-1 
the shipwrecked men, or the men belonging to, and still living aboard of,j 
the broken ships-ltve.\ECT8at TOVs vavaoyo6s, 'TOVs ovCT'TvxovvTas, ToVs KaTa·f 
86vTas (Hellen. ii. 3, 32): compare especially ii. 3, 35--'~~".\e(v ~.,..) Td.s 
Ka'TalieovKvlas vails Kal 'TOVS ~.,..· abTii>v lz.v8pw'lt'ovs (i. 6, 35). The word vava')'tis 
does not mean a dead body, but a living man who has suffered shipwreck· 
Navaoyos *""'• ~Evos, lz.<Tv.\1/TOV oyEvos (says Menelaus, Eurip. Helen. 457): 
also 407-Kal vvv Tcf..\as vavaoy&s, lz.'lt'o.\E<Tas <f>l.\ovs 'E~E'It'<<Tov ~s 'Y7l• 
.,.-i]vl'ie, &c., again 538. It corresponds with the Latin naufragus
" mersil rate naufragus assem Dum rogat, et pictil se tempestate tuetur' 
Uuvenal, xiv. 301). Thucydid~s does not use the word vava')'ovs, bu• 
speaks of Tolls IIEt<povs Kal .,.a, vavcf.')'ta, meaning by the latter word tht 
damaged ships with every person and thing on board. 

It is remarkable that Schneider and most other commentators on Xeno
phon, Sturz in his Lexicon Xenophonteum (v. lz.valpe<Tts), Stallbaum ad 
Platon. Apol. Socrat. c. 20, p. 32, Sievers, Comment. ad Xenoph. Hellen. 
p. 31, Forchhammer, Die Athener und Sokrat~s, p. 30-31, Berlin, 1837, 
-and others-all treat this event as if it were nothing but a question of 
picking up dead bodies for sepulture. This is a complete misinterpretation 
of Xenophon; not merely because the word vava')'&s, which he uses four 
several times, means a living person, but because there are two other 
passages, which leave absolutely no doubt about the matter-nap7)A8e oE 
,-,s ts 'T~V ~I<I<A'I/CT[av <f>d<TKWI' ~'It'! 'T<VXOVS lz..\<f>lorwv trw81)vat• ~'lt'ttrTEAAEO 
li' av'Trp 'TOVs lz.'lt'o.\.\vp.Evovs, ~av tTW8tJ, lz.'ll'a'Y')'Ei'.\al 'Trf IJ-i)p.q>, 
3'1"1 ol CT'Tpa'T'I/')'OJ obK lz.vd.\oll'I'O 'TOVS lz.pi<T'TOVS 0'1t'~p T1)S 
'lt'aTplllos ')'Hop.lvovs. Again (ii. 3, 35), Theramenes, when vindicating 
himself, before the oligarchy of Thirty two years afterwards, flilr his conduct 
in accusing the generals, says that the generals brought their own destruction 
upon themselves by accusing him first, and by saying that the men on the 
disabled ships might have been saved with proper diligence-tpd<TKOJI'TES 
')'d.p (the generals) oTov .,.. eivat trii>trat Tolls li.vll pas, 'lt'poEp.evot 
abTolls lz..,..o.\lu8at, lz,.,..o.,...\levT<s c;fxovTo. These passages place thf 
point beyond dispute, that the generals were aceused of having neglected 
to save the lives of men on the point of being drowned, and who by thei1 
neglect afterwards were drowned-not of having neglected to pick up deac' 
bodies for sepulture. This misinterpretation of the commentators IS hen 



Battle of Arginusce I 57 ~ 
east with slight reference to the second; which latter, never-~'\ 
heless, stands as far the gravest in the estimate of every .•9:,- , 
mpartial critic, and was also the most violent in its effect uponw~ . 
\.thenian feelings. Twenty-five Athenian triremes had been J 
uined along with most of their crews ; that is, lay heeled ove , -.~J.: 
)r disabled, with their oars destroyed, no masts, nor any means~-\.~ ( 
)f moving-mere hulls partially broken by the impact of an (,.V'~ ,,.. 
~nemy's ship, and gradually filling and sinking. The original.rJ;;:;, 
:rew of each was zoo men. The field of battle (if we may use~-~,.-{· 
.hat word for a space of sea) was strewed with these wrecks; ~~I" 
:he men remaining on board being helpless and unable to get v'' 
tway-for the ancient trireme carried no boat, nor any aids for 
~scape. And there were moreover, floating about, men who 
1ad fallen overboard, or were trying to save their lives by 
neans of accidental spars or empty casks. It was one of the 
)rivileges of a naval victory, that the party who gained it could 
fail over the field of battle, and thus assist their own helpless 
~r wounded comrades aboard the disabled ships ; 1 taking 
~aptive, or sometimes killing the corresponding persons belong-
ing to the enemy. According even to the speech made in the 
A.thenian public assembly afterwards, by Euryptolemus, the 
jefender of the accused generals, there were twelve triremes 
with their crews on board lying in the condition just described. 
This is an admission by the defence, and therefore the 
minimum of the reality : there cannot possibly have been 
fewer, but there were probably several more, out of the whole 
twenty-five stated by Xenophon. 2 No step being taken to 

of the gravest import. It alters completely the criticisms on the proceed
ings at Athens. 

1 See Thucyd. i. 50, 51. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 34· 'A-rrrf>il.ovro a€ TO!V fJ.EV 'A971valwv vfjes 'lrlvre 

.at ~1KOOW abrois cz.vapci.O'tv, ~Krbs oil.l')'wV TO!V 1rpbs T~V 'Yfiv 1rpOO'EVEx9lvrwv. 
Schneider in his note, and Mr. )Y.fitford in his History, express surprise 

~t the discrepancy between the number twelve which appears in the speech 
pf Euryptolemus, and the number twmty-five given by Xenophon. 

But, first, we are not to suppose Xenophon to guarantee those assertions 
s to matters of fact which he gives as coming from Euryptolemus ; who, 

an advocate speaking in the assembly, might take great liberties with 
·he truth. 

Next, Xenophon speaks of the total number of ships ruined or disabled 
n action : Euryptolemus speaks of the total number of wrecks afloat and 

pable of being visited so as to rescue the sufferers at the subsequent 
omertt when the generals directed the squadron under Theramen~s to go 

ut for the rescue. It is to be remembered that the generals went back to 
rginus~ from the battle, and there determined (according to their own 

tatement) to send out from thence a squadron for visiting the wrecks. A 
ertain interval of time must therefore have elapsed between the close of 
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preserve them, the surviving portion, wounded as well as 
unwounded, of these crews, were left to be gradually drowned 
as each disabled ship went down. If any of them escaped, 
it was by unusual goodness of swimming-by finding some 
fortunate plank or spar-at any rate by the disgrace of throwing 
away their arms, and by some method such as no wounded 
\Illan would be competent to employ. 

~11' The first letter from the generals which communicated the 
' victory, made known at the same time the loss sustained in 

obtaining it. It announced, doubtless, the fact which we rea 
n Xenophon, that twenty-five Athenian triremes had been lost, 

~~!Co :~ith nearly all their crews; specifying, we may be sure, the 
'Vm·~~ ~ me of each trireme which had so perished; for each trireme 
~''J · the Athenian navy, like modern ships, had its own name.1 

1' t mentioned at the same time that no step whatever had been 
Jij:Jaken by the victorious survivors to save their wounded and 
,r· drowning countrymen on board the sinking ships. A st'or 

~~.11'' had arisen (such was the reason assigned), so violent as t 
<r¥ render all such intervention totally impracticable. 2 · 

· It is so much the custom, in dealing with Grecian history, 
to presume the Athenian people to be a set of children o 
madmen, whose feelings it is not worth while to try and account\ 
for-that I have been obliged to state these circumstances some- 1 
what at length, in order to show that the mixed sentiment 
excited at Athens by the news of the battle of Arginusa! was 
the action, and the order given to Theramenes. During that interval, 
undoubtedly some of the disabled ships went down or came to pieces : if ' 
we are to believe Euryptolemus, thirteen out of the twenty-five must have : 
thus disappeared, so that their crews were already drowned, and no more . 
than twelve remained floating for Theramenes to visit, even had he been) 
ever so active and ever so much favoured by weather. 

I distrust the statement of Euryptolemus, and believe that he most 
probably underrated the number. But assuming him to be correct, 'this 
will only show how much the generals were to blame (as we shall hereafter 
remark) for not having seen to the visitation of the wrecks before they wem 
back to their moorings at Arginusae. 

1 Boeckh, in his instructive volume-Urkunden tiber das Attische See
W e!;en (vii. p. 84 seq.) gives, from inscriptions, a long list of the names o 
Athenian triremes, between B.C. 356 and 322. All the names are femi 
nine: some curious. We have a long list also of the Athenian ship· 
builders ; since the name of the builder is commonly stated in th 
inscription alon9 with that of the ship-E ti X a p 1 s, 'Ail.e~1p.&.ov ~pyov-~ e I· 
p 1, v, 'AplltTOicpaTovs tp-yov-'E i1. • v 8 • p l a, 'Apxevtw ~p-yov-'E 1r l o e 1 E IS 
Avi1111Tp&.Tov ~p-yov-A'I/}lDI<paTla, Xa1p<11Tp&.Tov ~p-yov, &c. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 4· "OTI p.ev -yttp Aouoevos ~il.il.ov ~<a81!11'TOVTo (o, 
O'TpaT'I/'YDl) ~7riU'TOi1.1-,v ~7rEOE(J<JIVE (Theramenes) /LD.pTvpiOV' J<a.} ~7rEJ.<>jtav 0 
O'TPD.T'I/'Yol is TY,v /3ovii.Y,v 1<al is TOll lifiJ.<ov, lfil.il.o ouoev alnc6J.<eVol 'lj TO 
X"'l'fiwa.. 



L 

t. 

Battle of Arginusce 159 
perfectly natural and justifiable. Along with joy for the victory, 
there was blended horror and remorse at the fact, that so many 
of the brave men who had helped to gain it, had been left to 
Jerish unheeded. The friends and relatives of the crews of 
~hese lost triremes were of course foremost in the expression of~ 
,mch indignant emotion. The narrative of Xenophon, meagre 
,md confused as well as unfair, presents this emotion as if it were 
,;omething causeless, factitious, pumped up out of the standing~ 
irascibility of the multitude by the artifices of Theramenes, ~ 
.(allixenus, and a few others. But whatever may have been~~ 
lone by these individuals to aggravate the public excitement, 
Jr pervert it to bad purposes, assuredly the excitement itself~ 
was spontaneous, inevitable, and amply justified. The very 'f' 
~bought that so many of the brave partners in the victory had 0 
:>een left to drown miserably on the sinking hulls, without any"' 'r 
.ffort, on the part of their generals and comrades near, to rescue «. 
hem-was enough to stir up all the sensibilities, public as well l'r• 
.s private, of the most passive nature, even in citizens who were t,' 

·10t related to the deceased-much more in those who were so. '( 
fo expect that the Athenians would be so absorbed in the , 
lelight of the victory, and in gratitude to the generals who had l 
ommanded,as to overlook suchadesertionofperishingwarriors, • . 

' md such an omission of sympathetic duty-is, in my judgement,(}"'~ 
t 1ltogether preposterous; and would, if it were true, only estab-
~ !ish one more vice in the Athenian people, besides those which 

they really had, and the many more with which they have been 
unjustly branded. ) 

The generals in their public letter accounted for their omis
sion by saying that the violence of the storm was too great to 
allow them to move. First, was this true as matter of fact? 
Next, had there been time to discharge the duty, or at the least"' 
o ky and discharge it, before the storm came on to be so in
olerable ? These points required examination. The generals, ~ 
rhile honoured with a vote of thanks for the victory, were ~ 
uperseded, and directed to come home; all except Konon, ~ 
,rho having been blocked up at Mitylene, was not concerned 
n the question. Two new colleagues, Philokles and Adei-~ 
nantus, were named to go out and join him.1 The generals (\ 
•robably received the notice of their recall at Samos, and came (., 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, I; Diodor. xiii. ror-~,.l f'}v rp vl~<y rovs urpa· 
~-yoVs ~1r?fvovv, E1rl 0~ 'T~ 1t'Eptt0E'iv U:rcf.q,ovs 'ToUs U1r€p 'T~S -fJ"'fEp.ovla.s 'TETE· 

~vT?!I<IiTaS, xa;>..~11'WS liLfT<8?1Uav. 
I have before remarked that Diodorus makes the mistake of talking 

'lOut nothing but dead bodies, in place of the living vavayol spoken of by 
enophon. 
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home in consequence ; reaching Athens seemingly about the 
end of September or beginning of October-the battle of 
Arginus::e having been fought in August 406 B.c. Two of the 
generals, however, Protomachus and Aristogenes, declined to 
come : warned of the displeasure of the people, and not con
fiding in their own case to meet it, they preferred to pay 
the price of voluntary exile. 'fhe other six, Perikles, Lysias, 
Diomedon, Erasinides, Aristokrates, and Thrasyllus (Arche
~ratus, one of the original ten, having died at Mitylene 1), 

C\\;.Yr'e without their two colleagues ; an unpleasant augury for 
.. pe result. 

. ·· On their first arrival, Archedemus, at that time an acceptable 

.·: 1'. I popular orator, and exercising some magistracy or high office 
{\ }}which we cannot distinctly make out,2 imposed upon Erasinides 
, .'· a fine to that limited amount which was within the competence 

\~~ :'f<rJ magistrates without the sanction of the Dikastery-and 
'J ,· }:!ccused him besides before the Dikastery; partly for general 
'I · . ~nisconduct in his command, partly on the specific charge of 
'• ', 1· having purloined some public money on its way from the 
~;:'{),Hellespont. Erasinides was found guilty, and condemned to be 
if. mprisoned, either until the money was made good, or perhaps 
• \LWltil further examination could take place into the other alleged 
~ ~.)''"'misdeeds . 
.)I This trial of Erasinides took place before the generals were 

summoned before the Senate to give their formal exposition 
respecting the recent battle and the subsequent neglect of the 
drowning men. And it might almost seem as if Archedemus 
wished to impute to Erasinides exclusively, apart from the 

1 Lysias, Orat. xxi. (' A1roi\o-yf<> L>.wpoootcf<>s) sect. vii. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 2. Archedemus is described as .,.;js Ll.<tc<Mf<>s 

lTrtp.ei\ovp.<vos. What is meant by these words, none of the commentators 
can explain in a satisfactory manner. The text must be corrupt. Some 
conjecture like that of Dobree seems plausible ; some words like 'l';)s 
oetcttn)S or T;)s lletca'I'Evuews-having reference to the levying of the tithe in 
the Hellespont ; which would furnish reasonable ground for the proceeding 
of Archedemus against Erasinides. 

The office held by Archedemus, whatever it was, must have been 
sufficiently exalted to confer upon him the power of imposing the fine pf 
limited amount called l1rt/3oA11. 

I hesitate to identify this Archedemus with the person of that name 
mentioned in the Memorabilia of Xenophon, ii. 9· There seems no 
similarity at all in the points of character noticed. 

The popular orator Archedemus was derided by Eup_olis and Aristo
phanes as having sore eyes, and as having got his citizenship without a 
proper title to it (see Aristophan. Ra_n. 419-588, with the Scholia). H<:: 
also is charged in a line of an oration of Lysias with having embezzled the 
public money (Lysias cont. Alkibiad. sect. 25, Orat. xiv.). 
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)ther generals, the blame of that neglect; a distinction, as 
.vill hereafter appear, not wholly unfounded. If however any 
mch design was entertained, it did not succeed. When the 
~nerals went to explain their case before the Senate, the de-
.ision of that body was decidedly unfavourable to all of them, 
.hough we have no particulars of the debate which passed. 
)n the proposition of the Senator Timokrates, 1 a resolution 
"as passed that the other five generals present should be placed~ 
n custody, as well as Erasinides, and thus handed over to the 
mblic assembly for consideration of the case.2 II"' 

The public assembly was accordingly held, and the generals \.,.. . ., 
"ere brought before it. We are here told who it was that ;;, .). 
t. ppeared as their principal accuser, along with several others ;'ro~_,;,. 
hough unfortunately we are left to guess what were the topics on .....,- Jl' 
vhich they insisted. Theramenes was the man who denounced "\.'>r. 
hem most vehemently, as guilty of leaving the crews of the · ·.-.Jl 
lisa bled triremes to be drowned, and of neglecting all efforts to ~~~1, 
·escue them. He appealed to their own public letter to the r" t.~~• 
Jeople, officially communicating the victory ; in which letter ·\o.-")A 
hey made no mention of having appointed any one to under-
ake the duty, nor of having any one to blame for not perform-
ng it. The omission therefore was wholly their own : they 
night have performed it, and ought to be punished for so cruel ., 

(

breach of duty. t· 
The generals could not have a more formidable enemy than~,\( 

heramenes. We have had occasion to follow him, during the" Y.'\; 
volution of the Four Hundred, as a long-sighted as well as ..J.:l"J 

~
rtuous politician : he had since been in high military com- t vJ 
and, a partaker in victory with Alkibiades at Kyzikus and'\'\ .,v 

Jsewhere ; and he had served as trierarch in the victory of~ , 
\rginusre itse:f. His authority therefore was naturally high, IJ't!)··· 
me\. told for much, when he denied the justification which the~ 
;enerals had set up, founded on the severity of the storm. 
\.ccording to him, they might have picked up the drowning 
nen, and ought to have done so: either they might have done 
:o before the storm came on-or there never was any storm of 
:ufficient gravity to prevent them: upon their heads lay the 
esponsibility of omission.s Xenophon, in his very meagre 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 3· Ttp.oKpcf.rovs o' .! ... 6v..-os, g.,., Kal 'rOVS 
OAAOVS XP:q oe8tvTas is 'f"OV ofip.ov 'll"apaoo8fivat, ~ {3ov>..:q (o'ljCTE. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 4· 
3 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 4· Me..-a ol; ..-avTa, EKK>-11crla E-ytve..-o, Ev ii .,.r;,, 

·..-paT'Ij"fWV Ka'r'lj-y6povv lf>..>..ot TE t<al ®7jpap.eV7jS p.cl.>..tcrTa, ott<alovs 
iva< AE"fOJJI >..6"(oV O'li"OCTXELV, ot&.,., OVI< &.vel>..oV'rO 'rOVS vava'YOVS. 
Cln p.ev 7ttp ovoevos lf>..A.ov t<a8~ ... .,..,.,.., E'li"LCTTo>..:qv E'll"eo<lt<vve p.ap-rvpwv· 

VOL. VIII. G 
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narrative, does not tell us in express words, that Theramenes , 
contradicted the generals as to the storm. But that he did so t 
contradict them, point blank, is implied distinctly in that whic~' 
Xenophon alleges him to have said. It seems also that Thra 
sybulus-another trierarch at Arginusre, and a man not only , 
of equal consequence, but of far more estimable character
concurred with Theramenes in this same accusation of the 
generals,1 though not standing forward so prominently in the 
case. He too therefore must have denied the reality of the 
storm ; or at least, the fact of its being so instant after the battle 

1 
or so terrible, as to forbid all effort for the relief of these \ 
drowning seamen. 

:; · ~u~lf~ ~~~e ~~~~~t~fyn~~:~~~da~~~~t~~~ ~~~0;;h!~:m!~~~~~~ ~ 
. ·Thrasybulus stood forward as their accusers. Doubtless what/ 

, . · w1,; said by these two had been said by others before, in the \ 
. ' . <S:Enate and elsewhere; but it was now publicly advanced by men · 
> • • M influence, as well as perfectly cognisant of the fact. And ) 
· ·~ -~e thus enabled to gather indirectly. (what the narrative j 

, .. : ·•. of penophon, studiously keeping back the case against the 
·:;l·~::i~rals, does not directly bring forward), that though the 
~ f\.;:f gpierals affirmed the storm, there were others present who 
r:l' ~i~nied it-thus putting in controversy the matter of fact, which 
\;'<'1 ,p med their solitary justification. Moreover we come, in 
:·. )o owing the answer made by the generals in the publir 

::'V:' ~ssembly to Theramenes and Thrasybulus_.to a new point i 
·-;\~~1,t~e case, which Xenophon lets out as it were indirectly, and i 
to-:1\1~atconfused manner which pervades his whole narrative of th 
/?' ~ t¢nsaction. It is however a new point of extreme moment 

The generals replied that if any one was to blame for no 
having picked up the drowning men, it was Theramenes and 
Thrasybulus themselves; for it was they two, to whom, .to
gether with various other trierarchs and with forty-eight triremes, 
the generals had expressly confided the performance of this 
duty : it was they two who were responsible for its omission, not 

Kal (7Tep'i'av o1 trTpanryolts T~JI' fJovA1}1' Kal is Tlw ~i)}<ov, I<Mo ov~€v alTuh
p.evo• t, TOY x.••pwva. 

1 That Thrasybulus concurred with Theramen~s in accusing the generals, 
is intimated in the reply which Xenophon represents the generals to have 
made (i. 7, 6)-Kal ovx. 3TI -ye 1Ca'T1!"(0poiitr•v 7lpwv, (rpa~rav, tf!evtropella 
.pcftrH:OV'TES auTo VS alTlovs eiva1, al\}..il. 'TO p.~-y<lios 'TOV ')(.Eipfiwos eiva1 'TO 

· ""'"-vtrav Tl]V ii.valpetr111. 
The plural t<aT1!"(0povtrlll shows that Thrasybulus as well as Theramenef 

stood forward to accuse the generals, though the latter was the mos 
prominent and violent. 
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the generals. ~ evertheless they (the generals) made no charge tl 

41 against Theramenes and Thrasybulus-well knowing that the 'N 
storm had rendered the performance of the duty absolutely :..} 

g;_mpossib:e, and that it was therefore a complete justifica:ion •. _Ill 
'for one as well as for the other. They (the generals) at least ~'f. 

could Jo no more than direct competent men like these two J;} 
triemrchs to perform the task, and assign to them an adec1uate 11 
squadron for the purpose ; while they themselves with the\"'", 
main fleet went to attack Eteonikus, and relieve Mitylene. 1\ 
Diomedon, one of their number, had wished after the battle to .. •, 
employ all the ships in the fleet for the preservation of thei. '' 
drowr-wg men, without thinking of anything else until that was • ·: 
done. Erasinides, on the contrary, wished that all the fleet ·i;:· 
should move across at once against Mitylene : Thrasyllus said 
that they had ships enough to do both at once. Accordingly 

• it was agreed that each general should set apart three ships 
from his division, to make a squadron of forty-eight ships 
under Thrasybulus and Theramenes. In making these state
ments, the generals produced pilots and others, men actually 
in the battle, as witnesses in general confirmation. 

Here then, in this debate before the assembly, were two new 
and important points publicly raised. First, Theramenes and 
Thrasybulus denounced the generals as guilty of the death of 

. these neglected men : next, the generals affirmed that they had 
delegated the duty to Theramenes and Thrasybulus themselves. 

Tif this latter were really true, how came the generals in their 
r official despatch first sent home, to say nothing about it? 
t Euryptolemus, an advocate of the generals (speaking in a subse
r. quent stage of the proceedings, though we can hardly doubt 
e that the same topics were also urged in this very assembly), 

while blaming the generals for such omission, ascribed it to 
ali ill-placed good-nature on their part, and reluctance to bring 

< T3eramenes and Thrasybulus under the displeasure of the 
people. Most of the generals (he said) were disposed to 
mention the fact in their official despatch, but were dissuaded 
from doing so by Perikles and Diomedon ; an unhappy dissua
sion (in his judgement), which Theramenes and T:1rasybulus had 
ungratefully requited by turning round and accusing them a!J.l 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, ll· Euryptolemus says-KaT1/')'op<il flo~" oilv 
a.vTwv, z.,., lweL<ra.v Tovs ~vvd.pxovTa.s, $oull.of!.lvovs "lrEf!."lrEw yp&.f!.f!.a.Ta. Til 
'T€ $ovll.jj ~ea.l (Jf!.'iV, OTL iwlTa~a.v .. ~ lifl'r)pa.f!.lv .. Ka.l epa.uv$o6ll.rp 'TETTa.prl.ICOV'T~ 
~ra.l E1rT&. Tpt.f,pturw &vEAiu8'u ToVs vava'}'o6s, ol 0€ olnc &ve(Aovro. ElTa vVv · 

< 'Tf!V a.l.,.(a.v Kotv~v lxovuw, i~eelvwv 11il~ O.p.a.pTa.vovTwv· Ka.i dvTl T~S TOTE 
: </><ll.a.v6pww£~s 1 VVV U7r' ~/CE£VWV TE /Ca£ TIVWV lfl\.ll.wV i-:n$ovli.EU0f!.EVOL IC<VIiVVEV
' ovuw /&1roll.eu6a.t. 
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~This remarkable statement of Euryptolemus, as to the 

1\..\~ntention of the ge?erals. in wording the official despatch, brings 

1.,.~ ms to a closer consrderat10n of what really passed between them 
:.;,.1 on t,he one side, and Theramenes and Thrasybulus on the 
' ,,~' ~r ; which is difficult to make out clearly, but which 
t'., Ot'>iodorus represents in a manner completely different from 
"-"'f Xenophon. Diodorus states that the generals were prevented 
J partly by the storm, partly by the fatigue and reluctance and 

alarm of their own seamen, from taking any steps to pick up 
(what he calls) the dead bodies for burial-that they suspected 
Theramenes and Thrasybulus, who went to Athens before 
them, of intending to accuse them before the people-and that 
for this reason they sent home intimation to th~ people that 
they had given special orders to these two trierarchs to perform 
the duty. When these letters were read in .the public assembly 
(Diodorus says), the Athenians were excessively indignant 
against Theramenes ; who however defended himself effectively 
and completely, throwing the blame back upon the generals. 
He was thus forced, against his own will and in self-defence, to 
become the accuser of the generals, carrying with him his 
numerous friends and partisans at Athens. And thus the 
generals, by trying to ruin Theramenes, finally brought con
demnation upon themselves.1 

Such is the narrative of Diodorus, in which it is implied that 
the generals never really gave any special orders to Theramenes 
and Thrasybulus, but falsely asserted afterwards that they had 
done so, in order to discredit the accusation of Theramenes 
against themselves. To a certain extent, this coincides with 
what was asserted by Theramenes himself two years afterwards 
in his defence before the Thirty-that he was not the first to 
accuse the generals-they were the first to accuse him, 
affirming that they had ordered him to undertake the duty, af.ld 
that there was no sufficient reason to prevent him from per
forming it-they were the persons who distinctly pronounced 
the performance of the duty to be possible, while he had 
said from the beginning that the violence of the storm was 
such as even to forbid any movement in the water ; much 
more, to prevent rescue of the drowning men.2 

We must here construe l!7rE!CTO.V as equivalent to avt'lrE!CTO.V or p.e•d7retcro.v, 
placing a comma after ~vv&pxovTo.s, This is unusual, but not inadmissible. 
To persuade a man to alter his opinion or his conduct might be expressed 
by 1rellletv, though it would more properly be expressed by avo.1relllew : 
see '"•lcr871, Thucyd. iii. 32. 

1 Diodor. xiii. 100, IOI. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 35· If Theramenas really did say, in the 
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Taking the accounts of Xenophon and Diodorus together, in''i'/ 

combination with the subsequent accusation and defence of ..; / Jo 

Theramenes at the time of the Thirty-and blending them so "''V' , 
as to reject as little. as .possible of either-! think it prob~ble "'·~;· 
that the order for p1ckmg up the exposed men was really g1ven \)) .~ 
by the generals to Theramenes, Thrasybulus, and other \~ 
trierarchs ; but that, first, a fatal interval was allowed to elapse Y, 
between the close of the battle and the giving of such order- )~ 
next, that the forty-~ight triremes talked of for the service, and~· ~ 
proposed to be furnished by drafts of three out of each general's ~· ., :, 
division, ~ere probabl~ never ass~mbled-or if ~hey assembled, .,,.,.::? 
were so ltttle zealous m the busmess as to satisfy themselves t··" 
very easily that the storm was too dangerous to brave, and that 
it was now too late. For when we read the version of the 
transaction even as given by Euryptolemus, we see plainly that 
none of the generals, except Diomedon, was eager in the per
formance of the task. It is a memorable fact, that of all the 
eight generals, not one of them undertook the business in 
person, although its purpose was to save more than a thousand 
drowning comrades from death.1 In a proceeding where every 
interval even of five minutes was precious, they go to work in 
the most dilatory manner, by determining that each general 
shall furnish three ships and no more, from his division. 
Now we know from the statement of Xenophon, that towards 
the close of the battle, the ships on both sides were much 
dispersed.2 Such collective direction therefore would not be 
quickly realised ; nor, until all the eight fractions were united, 
together with the Samians and others, so as to make the force 
complete, would Theramenes feel bound to go out upon his 
actual discussions at Athens on the conduct of the generals, that which he 
here asserts himself to have said (viz. that the violence of the storm 
re~dered it impossible for any one to put to sea), his accusation against 
the generals must have been grounded upon alleging that they might have 
performed the duty at an earlier moment ; before they came back from the 
battle-before the storm arose-before they gave the order to him. But I 
think it most probable that he misrepresented at the later period what he 
had said at the earlier, and that he did not, during the actual discussions, 
idmit the sufficiency of the storm as fact and justification. 

1 The total number of ships lost with all their crews was twenty-five, of 
which the aggregate crews (speaking in ronnd numbers would be 5000 
men. Now we may fairly calculate that each one of the disabled ships 
would have on board half her crew, or roo men, after the action: not 
more than half would have been slain or drowned in the combat. Even 
:en disabled ships would thus contain 1000 living men, wounded and un
wounded. It will be seen therefore that I have understated the number of 
ives in danger. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 33· 
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preserving visitation. He doubtless disliked the service-as we 
see that most of the generals did-while the crews· also, who ) 
had just got to land after having gained a victory, were thinking l 
most about rest and refreshment, and mutual congratulations.1 

All were glad to find some excuse for staying in their moorings 
instead of going out again to buffet what was doubtless un
favourable weather. Partly from this want of zeal, coming in 

_\.addition to. the original delay-partly from the bad weather-the 
'•. duty remamed unexecuted, and the seamen on board the 
\ ~ ·damaged ships were left to p_erish unassisted.. . 
· -. But presently arose the dehcate, yet unavmdable questiOn, 
(- ·.,\How are we to account for the omission of this sacred duty ( 
"i 'm our official despatch to the Athenian people? " Here the 
~- _;ge~erals dif!er~d among_ themselves, ~s E~ryptol_emus ex~ressly 
~--~ -~(}t'es : Penkles and Dwmedon earned 1t, agamst the JUdge-

_Jihent of their colleagues, that in the official despatch (which was 
r"'., necessarily such as could be agreed to by all) nothing should 
~1 .. 1' ;j:Je said about the delegation to Theramenes and others ; the 
v· \,:"'hole omission being referred to the terrors of the storm. But 
'<\.though such was the tenor of the official report, there was 
· \'' ~othing to hinder the generals from writing home and com
' /~icating individually with their friends in Athens as each 
l,l . t'i'light think fit; and in these unofficial communications, from 
· ' ·them as well as from others who went home from the arma-

ment-communications not less efficacious than the official 
despatch in determining the tone of public feeling at Athens
they did not disguise their convictions that the blame of not 
performing the duty belonged to Theramenes. Having thus a 
man like Theramenes to throw the blame upon, they did not 
take pains to keep up the story of the intolerable storm, but 
intimated that there had been nothing to hinder him from per
forming the duty if he had chosen. It is this which he accuses 
them of having advanced against him, so as to place him as the 
guilty man before the Athenian public : it was this which made 
him, in retaliation and self-defence, violent and unscrupulous in 

1 We read in Thucydid@s (vii. 73) how impossible it was to prevail on 
the Syracusans to make any military movement after their last maritime 
victory in the Great Harbour, when they were full of triumph, felicitation, 
and enjoyment. 

They had visited the wrecks and picked up both the living men on 
board and the floating bodies, before they went ashore. It is remarkable 
that the Athenians on that occasion were so completely overpowered by 
the immensity of their disaster, that they never even thought of asking (' 
permission (always granted by the victors when asked) to pick up their 
dead or visit their wrecks (viii. 72). ) 

I 
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denouncing them as the persons really blameable.l As they 
had made light of the alleged storm, in casting the blame upon 
him-so he again made light of it, and treated it as an 
insufficient excuse, in his denunciations against them ; taking 
care to make good use of their official despatch, which virtually 
exonerated him, by its silence, from any concern in the 
matter. 

Such is the way in which I conceive the relations to have 
stood between the generals on one side and Theramenes on 
the other ; having regard to all that is said both in Xenophon 
and in Diodorus. But the comparative account of blame and 
recrimination between these two parties is not the most 
important feature of the case. The really serious inquiry is, as 
to the intensity or instant occurrence of the storm. Was it 
really so instant and so dangerous, that the duty of visiting the 
wrecks could not be performed, either before the ships went 
back to Arginusre, or afterwards? If we take the circum
stances of the case, and apply them to the habits and feelings 
of the English navy-if we suppose more than Iooo seamen, 
late comrades in the victory, distributed among twenty damaged 
and helpless hulls, awaiting the moment when these hulls would 
fill and consign them all to a watery grave-it must have been a 
frightful storm indeed, which would force an English admiral 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 32. The light in which I here place the 
conduct of Theramenes is not only coincident with Diodorus, but with 
the representations of Kritias, the violent enemy of Theramenes, under the 
government of the Ttirty-just before he was going to put Theramenes to 
death-OliTos 151 7ol itTT<V, &s .,.ax8els lt.ve}..€cr8a< tnro Tii>V ,.,.P".,.11'Yiiw Tobf 
KIX'TIXOVV'TIXS 'A871valwv iv TV 7r<pl A€cr/3ov vavp.axlg, abTOS obK lt.V<AOJ.IfVOS 
3p.oos -riiJv t1Tpa.-r7J'}'c;W KU!T1J')'opilw lr:rrl~e-retvev a.llTo6s, Lva. a.b-rOs 7rEptCTC&!

fle(71 (Xen. ut sup.). 
Here it stands admitted that the first impression at Athens was (as Diu

dgrus states expressly) -:hat Theramenes was ordered to pick up the men 
on the wrecks-might have done it if he had taken proper pains-and was 
to blame for not doing it. Now how did this impression arise? Of course 
through communications received from the armament itself. And when 
Theramenes in his reply says, that the generals themselves made com
munications in the same tenor, there is no reason why we should not 
believe him ; in spite of their joint official despatch, wherein they made 
no mention of him-and in spite of their speech in the public assembly 
afterwards, where the previous official letter fettered them, and prevented 
them from accusing him, forcing them to adhere to the statement first 
made of the all-sufficiency of the storm. 

The main facts which we here find established even by the enemies of 
Theramenes, are-I. That Theramenes accused the generals because he 
found himself in danger of being punished for the neglect. 2. That his 
enemies, who charged him with the breach of duty, did not admit the 
storm as an excuse for him. 
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even to go back to his moorings, leaving these men so exposed 
-or which would deter him, if he were at his moorings, from 
sending out the very first and nearest ships at hand to save 
them. And granting the danger to be such, that he hesitated 
to give the order, there would probably be found officers and 
men to volunteer, against the most desperate risks, in a cause 
so profoundly moving all their best sympathies. Now un
fortunately for the character of Athenian generals, officers, and 
men, at Arginusre-for the blame belongs, though in unequal 
proportions, to all of them-there exists here strong presumptive 
proof that the storm on this occasion was not such as would 
have deterred any Grecian seamen animated by an earnest and 
courageous sense of duty. We have only to advert to the con
duct and escape of Eteonikus and the Peloponnesian fleet from 
Mitylene to Chios; recollecting that Mitylene was separated 
from the promontory of Kane on the Asiatic mainland, and 
from the isles of Arginusre, by a channel only rzo stadia broad 1 

-about fourteen English miles. Eteonikus, apprised of the 
defeat by the Peloponnesian official signal-boat," desired that boat 
to go out of the harbour, and then to sail into it again with 
deceptive false news, to the effect that the Peloponnesians had 
gained a complete victory : he then directed his seamen, after 
taking their dinners, to depart immediately, and the masters oi 
the merchant vessels silently to put their cargoes aboard and 
get to sea also. The whole fleet, triremes and merchant vessels 
both, thus _went out of the harbour of Mitylene and made 
straight for Chios, whither they arrived in safety; the merchant 
vessels carrying their sails, and having what Xenophon calls "a 
fair wind." 2 Now it is scarcely possible that all this could 
have taken place, had there blown during this time an intolerable 

1 Strabo, xiii. p. 617. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 6, 37· 'ETeOvtJ<os li€, bmlih ~J<etvot (the signal-b!>at 

with news of the pretended victory) J<a.T€7rll.eov, (8ve Ta eba.yy€1\ta., J<a.l Tots 
crTpa.nri>Ta.ts 7ra.pnyyetll.e liet7rvo7rotetcr8a.t J<a.l Tots ~fL..-6pots, Ta XP-hf'a.Ta. crtw7rp 
~v8efLlvovs ~s Ta 7rll.ota. lr.7ro7rll.etv ~s Xlov, ijv li~ TO 7rVEvfLa. oliptov, J<a.l Tas 
Tpt-hpets Thv Ta.xlcrT1/V. AbTbs. li~ TO 1re(ov lr.7rij-yev ~s Thv M-h8vfLva.v, TO 
<J'Tpa.T07rEOOV ~fL7rpn<J'a.S. Kovwv o~ J<a.8eli.J<V<J'a.s TaS va.vs, ~1rel ot TE 7rOli.EfL101 
a7rooeopci.J<e<J'a.V, J<a.l lJ ifVEfLOS ebota.iTepoS ijv, lr.7ra.VT-h<J'a.S TOtS 'A871va.iotS 
1jli71 lr.v11'YfLEVots ~I< Tow 'Ap-ywov<J'iA>v, (¢pa.<J'e Ta 1repl 'ETeovlJ<ov. 

One sees by the expression used by Xenophon respecting the proceedings 
of Konon-that he went out of the harbour "as soon as the wind became 
calmer "-that it blew a strong wind, though in a direction favourable to 
carry the fleet of Eteonikus to Chios. Konon was under no particular 
motive to go out immediately : he could afford to wait until the wind 
became quite calm. The important fact is, that wind and weather were 
perfectly compatible with, indeed even favourable to, the escape of the 
Peloponnesian fleet from Mityli!n@ to Chios. 
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storm between Mitylene and Arginus~. If the weather was 
such as to allow of the safe transit of Eteonikus and all his 
fleet from Mitylene to Chios-it was not such as to form a legiti
mate obstacle capable of deterring any generous Athenian 
seaman, still less a responsible officer, from saving his comrades 
exposed on the wrecks near Arginusre. Least of all was it such 
as ought to have hindered the attempt to save them-even if 
such attempt had proved unsuccessful. And here the gravity 
of the sin consists, in having remained inactive while the brave 
men on the wrecks were left to be drowned. All this reasoning, 
too, assumes the fleet to have been already brought back to its 
moorings at Arginus~; discussing only how much was prac
ticable to effect after that moment, and leaving untouched the 
no less important question, why the drowning men were not 
picked up before the fleet went back? J ~'.! 

I have thought it right to go over tl\.ese considerations, indis- 'I 
pensable to the fair appreciation of so memorable an event-in v 1 

order that the reader may understand the feelings of the'\~< 
assembly and the public of Athens, when the generals stood'f 
before them, rebutting the accusations of Theramenes and 
recriminating in their turn against him. The assembly had " 
before them the grave and deplorable fact, that several hundreds {II 
of brave seamen had been suffered to drown on the wrecks, ~\ 
without the least effort to rescue them. In explanation of this , 

1 
fact, they had not only no justification, at once undisputed and vr 
satisfactory-but not even any straightforward, consistent, and \•.1 
uncontradicted statement of facts. There were discrepancies C.t. 
among the generals themselves, comparing their official with ··( 
their unofficial, as well as with their present statements-and t"' 
contradictions between them and Theramenes, each having. ~t<J 
denied the sufficiency of the storm as a vindication for the r:. 
neglect imputed to the other. It was impossible that the ~: 
assembly could be satisfied to acquit the generals, on such a 
presentation of the case; nor could they well know how to 
apportion the blame between them and Theramenes. The 
relatives of the men left to perish would be doubtless in a state 
of violent resentment against one or other of the two, perhaps 
against both. Under these circumstances, it could hardly have 
been the sufficiency of their defence-it must have been rather 
the apparent generosity of their conduct towards Theramenes, 
in formally disavowing all charge of neglect against him, though 
he had advanced a violent charge against them-which pro
duced the result that we read in Xenophon. The defence of 
the generals was listen·cd to with favour and seemed likely to 

G 2 
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prevail with the majority. 1 Many individuals present offered 
themselves as bail for the generals, in order that the latter 
might be liberated from custody: but the debate had been so 
much prolonged (we see from hence that there must have been 
a great deal of speaking) that it was now dark, so that no vote 
could be taken, because the show of hands was not distinguish
able. It was therefore resolved that the whole decision should 
be adjourned until another assembly; but that in the mean
time the senate should meet to consider what would be the 
proper mode of trying and judging the generals-and should 
;;hbmit a proposition to that effect. 

#' , It so chanced, that immediately after this first assembly, 
1 rlvt;Iuring the interval before the meeting of the senate or the 
i 1.: •?h9lding of the second assembly, the three days of the solemn 
~t4 .,"'nnual festival called Apaturia intervened ; early days in the 
~\:J month of October. This was the characteristic festival of the 
\ ::.r• Ionic race; handed down from a period anterior to the constitu-

,. ,;, tion of Kleisthenes, and to the ten new tribes each containing :r·\ so many demes-and bringing together the citizens in their 
·1 /' krimitive unions of family, gens, phratry, &c., the aggregate of 
~l . P,hich had originally constituted the four Ionic tribes, now 
'\' ' superannuated. At the Apaturia the family ceremonies were 
, ~ _ · gone through; marriages were enrolled, acts of adoption were 
l'i' --promulgated and certified, the names of youthful citizens first 
''J' ' nntered on the gentile an~ phratric roll; sacrifices were joi~tly 
IJ ·v'~ celebrated by these family assemblages to Zeus Phratnus, 

, Athene, and other deities, accompanied with much festivity 

)~}f.nd enjoyment. A solemnity like this, celebrated every year, 
fnaturally provoked, in each of these little unions, questions of 

\;r'\, :gfectionate interest-" Who are those that were with us last 
""' ~/year, but are not here now? The absent-where are they? 
>I"· "''~ deceased-where or ~ow di_d they die?" Now the cr~vs 
:"v-r-\ ~~ibe twenty-five Atheman tnremes, lost at the battle of 

;._/• ~Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 5-7. M<rd. o€ ravra o/ o-rpanryol fJpaxla g"a
~.J .lf;'os a7rEAoyf/O'aTo, ov -yil.p 7rpovrle'll o-tplo-1 !1.6-yos l<aTd. TOV v&p.ov. . . • . 

·'( TolavTa Al-yovT<s t 7r € I 9 0 v TOV oi)p.ov. The imperfect tense ( .... I 8 0 v 
A, must be noticed: "they were persuading," or seemed in the way to per

J suade, the people : not e7r<<O'av the aorist, which would mean that they 
actually did satisfy the people. 

The first words here cited from Xenophon do not imply that the generals 
were checked or abridged in their liberty of speaking before the public 
assembly, but merely that no judicial trial and defence were granted to them. 
In judicial defence, the person accused had a measured time for defence (by 
the clepsydra or water-clock} allotted to him, during which no one could 
interrupt him ; a time doubtless much longer than any single speaker would 
be permitted to occupy in the public assembly. 
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Arginusre, (at least all those among them who were freemen) 
had been members of some one of these family unions, and 
were missed on this occasion. The answer to the above 
inquiry, in their case, would be one alike melancholy and re
volting-"They fought like brave men and had their full share 
in the victory: their trireme was broken, disabled, and made a 
wreck, in the battle : aboard this wreck they were left to perish, 
while their victorious generals and comrades made not the 
smallest effort to presene them." To hear this about fathers, 
brothers, and friends-and to hear it in the midst of a 
sympathising family circle-was well calculated to stir up an 
agony of shame, sorrow, and anger, united; an intolerable 
sentiment, which required as a satisfaction, and seemed even 
to impose as a duty, the punishment of those who had left 
these brave comrades to perish. Many of the gentile unions, 
in spite of the usually festive and cheerful character of the 
Apaturia, were so absorbed by this sentiment, that they clothed 
themselves in black garments and shaved their heads in token 
of mourning, resolving to present themselves in this guise at 
the coming assembly, and to appease the manes of their 
abandoned kinsmen by every possible effort to procure 
retribution on the generals. 1 

Xenophon in his narrative describes this burst of feeling at 
the Apaturia as fal'e and factitious, and the men in mourning 
as a number of hired impostors, got up by the artifices of 
Theramenes, 2 to destroy the generals. But the case was one in 

1 Lysias puts into one of his orations a similar expression respecting the 
feeling at Athens towards these generals--1)-yo~,uevo< xp~vcu '~"P 'Twv T<0v<
W'Twv ap<'Tp 7rap' JK<lvwv oix:7}l' A.a,BEtv-Lysias cont. Eratosth. s. 36. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 8. 01 oDv 7r<pl .,-(w ®7Jpa,ulvr)V 7rap<f1"K<~ai1"av 
O.v8prl>7rovs p. I A a.va. 1 p.dr' a l x o VT a. s, teed € v X p cji ICe K q p p. 'v o v s 
1To"-AoVs Ev Ta,V-rp 'Til fopTll, 1va. 1rpbs "T~V EKKh7]crlav ?1«otev, &s a~ 
~V'Y'YEVELS ~VTES 'TWV cl7rOACcA6'TwV. 

Here I adopt substantially the statement of Diodorus, who gives a juster 
;·,nd more natural description of th<! proceeding ; representing it as a spon
\aneous action of mournful and v·.ndictive feeling on the paJ"t of the kins
men of the deceased (xiii. IOI ). 

Other historians of Greece, Dr. Thirlwall not excepted (H;st. of Greece, 
ch. xxx. vol. iv. p. II7-125), follow Xenophon on this point. "fhey treat 
the intense sentiment against the generals at Athens as "popular pre
judices"-" excitement produced ·'Jy the artifices of Theramen@s" (Dr. 
1 hir:wall, p. I 17-124). "Theramen@s (he says) hired a great number of 
p<·rsons to attend the festival, dressed in black, and with their :1eads shaven, 
a_, mourning for kinsmen whom they had lost in the sea-fight." 

'{ et Dr. Thirlwall speaks of the rarrative of Xenophon in the most un
favourable terms; and certainly in terms no worse than it deserves (seep. 
116, the note)-" It looks as if Xenophon hadpu11C>ose.(y involved the whole 
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which no artifice was needed. The universal and self-acting 
stimulants of intense human sympathy stand here so promin
ently marked, that it is not simply superfluous but even mis
leading, to look behind for the gold and machinations of a 
political instigator. Theramenes might do all that he could to 
turn the public displeasure against the generals, and to prevent 
it from turning against himself: it is also certain that he did 
much to annihilate their defence. He may thus have had some 
influence in directing the sentiment against them, but he could 
have had little or none in creating it. Nay, it is not too much 
to say that no factitious agency of this sort could ever have 
prevailed on the Athenian public to desecrate such a festival as 
the Apaturia by all the insignia of mourning. If they did 
so, it could only have been through some internal emotion 
alike spontaneous and violent, such as the late event was well 
calculated to arouse. 

Moreover, what can be more improbable than the allegation 
that a great number of men were hired to personate the fathers 
or brothers of deceased Athenian citizens, all well known to 
their really surviving kinsmen? What more improbable than 
the story that numbers of men would suffer themselves to be 
hired, not merely to put on black clothes for the day, which 
might be taken off in the evening-but also to shave their 
heads, thus stamping upon themselves an ineffaceable evidence 
of the fraud, until the hair had grown again? That a cunning 

affair in obscurity.'' Compare also p. 123, where his criticism is equally 
severe. 

I have little scruple in deserting the narrative of Xenophon (of which I 
think as meanly as Dr. Thirlwall), so far as to supply (without contradict
ing any of his main allegations) an omission which I consider capital and 
preponderant. I accept his account of what actually passed at the festival 
of the Apaturia, but I deny his statement of the manceuvres of Theramenes 
as the producing cause. • 

Most of the obscurity which surrounds these proceedings at Athens arises 
from the fact, that no notice has been taken of the intense and spontane· 
ous emotion which the desertion of the men on the wrecks was naturally 
calculated to produce on the public mind. It would (in my judgement) 
have been unaccountable if such an effect had not been produced, quite 
apart from all instigations of Theramenes. }he moment that we recognise 
this capital fact, the series of transactions becomes comparatively perspicu· 
ous and explicable. 

Dr. Thirlwall, as well as Sievers (Commentat. de Xenophontis Hellen. 
p. 25-30), supposes Theramenes to have acted in concert with the oligar
chical party, in making use of this incident to bring about the ruin of 
generals odious to them-several of whom were connected with Alkibiades. 
I confess that I see nothing to countenance this idea: but at all events, the 
cause here named is only secondary-not the grand and dominant fact of 
the moment. 
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man, like Theramenes, should thus distribute his bribes to a 
number of persons, all presenting naked heads which testified 
his guilt, when there were real kinsmen surviving to prove the 
fact of personation? That having done this, he should never 
be arraigned or accused for it afterwards,-neither during the 
prodigious react:on of feeling which took place after the con
demnation of the generals, which Xenophon himself so strongly 
attests, and which fell so heavily upon Kallixenus and others
nor by his bitter enemy Kritias under the government of the 
Thirty? Not only Theramenes is never mentioned as having 
been afterwards accused, but for aught that appears, he pre
served his political influence and standing, with little, if any, 
abatement. This is one forcible reason among many others, 
for disbelieving the bribes and the all-pervading machinations 
which Xenophon represents him as having put forth, in order 
to procure the condemnation of the generals. His speaking in 
the first public assembly, and his numerous partisans voting in 
the second, doubtless contributed much to that result-and by 
his own desire. But to ascribe to his bribes and intrigues the 
violent and overruling emotion of the Athenian public, is, in 
my judgement, a supposition alike unnatural and preposterous 
both with regard to them and with regard to him. 1\ W 

When the senate met, after the Apaturia, to discharge the\" 
duty confided to it by the last public assembly, of determining.\\<-' 
in what manner the generals should be judged, and submitting .,.,; 
their opinion for the consideration of the next assembly-the ~<i" 
senator Kallixenus (at the instigation of Theramenes, if Xeno-~ 
phon is to be belieyed) propo.sed, and the major.ity of the senate ..§If 
adopted, the followmg resolutiOn: "The Atheman people, hav- <r \ 

ing already heard in the previous assembly, both the accusation\"' j 
and the defence of the generals, shall at once come to a vote ') 
Otlo the subject by tribes. For each tribe two urns shall be 
placed, and the herald of each tribe shall proclaim-All citizens 

1
tl( 

who think the generals guilty for not having rescued the war-!"'~ 
riors who had conquered in the battle, shall drop their pebbles 111 
into the foremost urn; all who think otherwise, into the hind-\A Jr 
most. Should the generals be pronounced guilty (by the result ,.t~;" 
of the voting), they shall be delivered to the Eleven, and ,. 
punished with death ; their property shall be confiscated, the 
tenth part being set apart for the goddess Athene." 1 One 
single vote was to embrace the case of all the eight generals.2 

The unparalleled burst of mournful and vindictive feeling at 
the festival of the Apaturia, extending by contagion from the 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 8, 9· 2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 34· 
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relatives of the deceased to many other citizens-and the prob
ability thus created that the corning assembly would sanction 
the most violent measures against the generals-probably 
emboldened Kallixenus to propose and prompted the senate to 
adopt, this deplorable resolution. As soon as the assembly 
met, it was read and moved by Kallixenus himself, as corning 
from the senate in discharge of the commission imposed upon 
them by the people. 

"t 1. It was heard by a large portion of the assembly with well
/'.· merited indignation. Its enormity consisted in breaking through 
•, (' • the established constitutional maxims and judicial practices of 

1 

(>~··.-~~~Athenian democracy. It deprived the accused generals of 
;'"' ',:·· \ilijfair trial, alleging, with a mere faint pretence of truth which 

\
:··, . . §~as little better than utter falsehood, that their defence as well 

,,'/'"as their accusation had been heard in the preceding assembly. 
!r\ Now there has been no people, ancient or modern, in whose 
-'~ •. ~·:view the formalities of judicial trial were habitually more sacred 
( {':1;,. nd indispensable than in that of the Athenians-formalities 
~~ • } \ "l:q_cluding ample notice beforehand to the accused party, with a 
V i'iffieasured and sufficient space of time for him to make his 
, ',""" ·defence before the Dikasts; while those Dikasts were men who 
·-, · had been sworn beforehand as a body, yet were selected by lot 

f9r each occasion as individuals. From all thes~ securities t~e 
(.' ge,.nerals were now to be debarred, and subrnttted, for thetr 

~~L ·.·'·rives, honours, and fortunes, to a simple vote of the unsworn 
.Jpublic assembly, without hearing or defence. Nor was this all. 
One single vote was to be taken in condemnation or absolution 
of the eight generals collectively. NOW there was a rule in 
Attic judicial procedure, called the psephism of Kannonus 
(originally adopted, we do not know when, on the proposition 
of a citizen of that name, as a psephisrn or decree for some 
particular case-but since generalised into common practi.:e, 
and grown into great prescriptive reverence), which peremptorily 
forbade any such collective trial or sentence, and directed that 
a separate judicial vote should in all cases be taken for or 
against each accused party. The psephism of Kannonus, 
together with all the other respected maxims of Athenian 
criminal justice, was here audaciously trampled under foot,! 

1 I cannot concur with the opinion expressed by Dr. Thirlwall in Appen· 
dix III. vol. iv. p. sor of his History-on the subject of the psephism of 
Kannilnus. The view which I give in the text coincides with that of the 
expositors generally, from whom Dr. Thirlwall dissents. 

The psephism of Kannilnus was the only enactment at Athens whic_h 
made it illegal to vote upon the case of two accused persons at once. Th1s 
had now grown into a practice in the judicia} proceedings at Athens ; so 
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As soon as the resolution was read in the public assembly, 

Euryptolemus, an intimate friend of the generals, denounced it 

that two or more prisoners, who were ostensibly tried under some other 
law, and not under the psephism of Kann6nus with its various provision5, 
would yet have the benefit of this its particular provision-viz. severance 
of trial. 

In the particular case before us, Euryptolemus was thrown back to 
appeal to the psephism itself; which the senate, by a proposition unheard
of at Athens, proposed to contravene. The pn1position of the senate 
offended against the general law in several different ways. It deprived the 
generals of trial before a sworn dikastery ; it also deprived them of the 
liberty of full defence during a measured time: but further, it prescribed 
that they should all be condemned or absolved by one and the same vote, 
and in this last respect it sinned against the psephism of Kann6nus. 
Euryptolemus in his speech, endeavouring to persuade an exasperated 
assembly to reject the prooosition of the senate and adopt the psephism of 
Kann(lnus as the basis of the trial, very prudently dwells upon the severe 
provisions of the psephism, and artfully slurs over what he principally aims 
at, the severance of the trials, by offering his relative Perikl~s to be tried 
first. The words ~lX" I!KC<CTTov (sect. 37) appear to me to be naturally con
strued with K"-ril. -rb Kavv~Pov 'f~<Purp.a, as they are by most commentators, 
though Dr. Thirlwall dissents from it. It is certain that this was the 
capital feature of illegalit), among many, which the proposition of the 
senate presented-I mean the judging and condemning all the generals by 
one vote. It was upon this point that the amendment of Euryptolemus 
was taken, and that the obsti.nate resistance of Sokrat~, turned (Plato, Apol. 
20; Xenoph. Memor. i. 1, 18). 

Further, Dr. Thirlwa\1, in assigning what }le believes to have been the 
real tenor of the psephism of Kann6nus, appears to me to have been mis
led by the Scholiast in his interpretation of the much-discussed passage of 
Aristophan~s, Ekklezias. ro8g-

TovTl TO 1rpO.yp.r:t. tcoml TO Ka.vvWvov uacf>W~ 
i!'t]<fuuro., Stvt:tv BeL p.e &ta..AEA1Jp.fJ.{vov, 
nw~ ovv Ot!CW7TELv tip.cf>o;Epa'i OvV1]crop.aL; 

t'pon which Dr. Thirlwall observes-" that the young man is comparing 
his plight to that of a culpnt, who, under the decree of Cann6nus, was 
placed at the bar held by a person on each side. In this sense the 
Gr.eek Scholiast, though his words are corrupted, clearly understood the 
passage." 

I cannot but think that the Scholiast understood the words completely 
wrong. The young man in Aristophan~s does not compare the situation 
with that if the culprit, but wzth that of the dikastery which tried culprits. 
The psephism of Kann6nus directed that each defendant should be tried 
sepuately: accordingly, if it happened that two defendams were presented 
for trial, and were both to be tried without a moment's delay, the dikas
tery could only effect this object by dividing itself into tw') halves or por
tions; which was perfectly practicable (whether often practised or not), as 
it was a numerous body. By dcing this (Kplvetv otall<A'flfLp.lvov) it could try 
to!h the defendants at once; but in no other way. 

:'\ow the young man in Aristophan~s compares himself to the dikastery 
thus circumstanced; which comparison is signified by the pun of fltve!v 
li•aA<ATJ!J.P.EVov in place of Kplvetv ~taA€A'fi!J.!J.Evov. He is assailed by two 
oiJ,r'Joive and 1mportunate customers, neither of whom will wait until the 
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v~i~s grossly illegal and unconstitutional ; presenting a notice of 
~.r J indictment against Kallixenus, under the Graphe Paranom6n, 
' {./iforjhaving proposed a resolution of that tenor, Several other Of rt.Ytfzens supported the notice of indictment, which according to 
~~~ i, )'fue received practice of Athens, would arrest the further pro
!);! gress of the measure until the trial of its proposer had been 
\ / consl}mmated. Nor was there ever any proposition made at 
~;; AjJ'fens, to which the Graphe Paranom6n more closely and 
(/' -;ct'g.hteously applied. 

,,.,- But the numerous partisans of Kallixenus-especially the 
'I"' men who stood by in habits of mourning, with shaven heads, 

agitated with sad recollections and thirst of vengeance-were in 
no temper to respect this constitutional impediment to the dis
cussion of what had already been passed by the senate. They 
loudly clamoured that " it was intolerable to see a small knot 
of citizens thus hindering the assembled people from doing what 
they chose": and one of their number, Lykiskus, even went so 
far as to threaten that those who tendered the indictment 
against Kallixenus should be judged by the same vote along 
with the generals, if they would not let the assembly proceed to 
consider and determine on the motion just read.1 The excited 
disposition of the large party thus congregated, further inflamed 
by this menace of Lykiskus, was wound up to its highest pitch 
by various other speakers ; especially by one, who stood 
forward and said-" Athenians, I was myself a wrecked man 
in the battle: I escaped only by getting upon an empty meal
tub; but my comrades, perishing on the wrecks near me, 
implored me, if I should myself be saved, to make known to 
the Athenian people, that their generals had abandoned to 

other has been served. Accordingly he says-" Clearly I ought to be 
divided into two parts, like a dikastery acting under the psephism of 
Kann6nus, to deal with this matter : yet shall I be able to serve both.o.t 
once?" 

This I conceive to be the proper explanation of the passage in Aristo
phanes ; and it affords a striking confirmation of the truth of that which is 
generally received as purport of the psephism of Kann6nus. The Scholiast 
appears to me to have puzzled himself, and to have misled every one else. 

Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 12. Tlw lie Kal\l\lEevov wporreKal\,rravTo 1rap&vop.a 
<f>&rrKOV'I'ES ~V'Y'Y"'YPa<f>e>a<, EvpV1r'I'Ol\ep.6s "" Kal ltl\l\o• nves. 'I'OV lie lif,p.ov 
~vtot -raiiTa €1rr}vouv· TO 0~ 1rAf]8os €/36a, ~etvOv elvac, el p./J T&.s €due& 
TOV lifip.ov 'lrpdTTE<v, ~ il.v fJo6l\'f/Ta<. Kal ~ ... l To6To<s el ... &vTos 
AvKiiiKOV, ICal TOVTOVS Tji avTfi >/J1i<f><p Kpiverr8cu, p1rep Kal Tabs IITpaT'f/'YOVS, 
i?tv p.i) O.<f>wrr< Ti)v ~KKA'f/rrlav, bre8op6/3'1/rr• 1r&l\w <I lifip.os, Kal ?jvay
Jccia'91Ja'av U.cpt,vat T(u KA~IJ'ELS. 

All this violence is directed to the special object of getting the proposi
tion discussed and decided on by the assembly, in spite of constitutional 
obstacles. 
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death warriors who had bravely conquered in behalf of thei8/~ 
<:ountry." Even in the most tranquil state of the public mind, '"ll 
such a communication of the last words of these drowning mell((.- · 
reported by an ear-witness, would have been heard with emo- :l 
tion_; but under the actual predisposing excitement, it went to; (. 
the mmost depth of the hearers' souls, and marked the generalsv\
as doomed men.l Doubtless there were other similar state-, .. \ 
ments, not expressly mentioned to us, bringing to view the~
same fact in other ways, and all contributing to aggravate the v · 
violence of the public manifestations ; which at length reached 
such a point, that Euryptolemus was forced to withdraw his 
notice of indictment against Kallixenus. ~ 

Now, however, a new form of resistance sprang up, still pre- ~ 
venting the proposition from being taken into consideration by11 
the assembly. Some of the Prytanes-or senators of the'i'
presiding tribe, on that occasion the tribe Antiochis-the ~ 
legal presidents of the assembly, refused to entertain or put the "'"" 
question ; which, being illegal and unconstitutional, not on!!\ \t 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7' I I. nap1)X8• OE 'TtS ~. 'T~V ~I<IC;\7]CTlav cp&.cr~ewv( 11.1. 
£1i2 T£6xour U.llplT(I}T/ crw8ijvat• f1ittFTJi\At:l11 s) airro/ -roUs &:rroi\.i\.up.JIIous, EtJ.v l'fT' 
crw8j), 0.11"a'Y'YELXa< T<jl o-/jp.'f, 8T< o! lTTpaT7J'YOl Of>l< O.ve[;\oVTO 'TOVS 0.p[O'TOVS fJ1rep ~II 
T1)s 11"aTploos 'Y•vop.evovs. ~ 

I venture to say that there is nothing, in the whole compass of ancient 
oratory, more full of genuine pathos and more profoundly impressive, than 
this simple incident and speech ; though recounted in the most bald 
manner, by an unfriendly and contemptuous advocate. 

Yet the whole effect of it is lost, because the habit is to dismiss every- ' 
thing which goes to inculpate the generals, and to justify the vehement 
emotion of the Athenian public, as if it were mere stage trick and false
hood. Dr. Thirlwall goes even beyond Xenophon when he says (p. I 19, 
vol. iv.~-" A man was brought forward, who pretended he had been pre
served by clinging to a meal-barrel, and that his comrades," &c. So Mr. 
Mitford-" A man was produced," &c. (p. 347). 

Now 1rap1);\8e does not mean "he was brought forward:" it is a common 
w~d employed to signify one who comes forward to speak in the public 
assembly (see Thucyd. iii. 44, and the participle 1rapeAOi;,v in numerous 
places). 

Next, cpcf.cr~<wv, while it sometimes means pretend£ng, sometimes also means 
simply atftrming: Xenophon does not guarantee the matter affirmed, but 
ndr.her does he pronounce it to be fatse. He uses cpcf.crKwv in various cases 
where he himself agrees with the fact affirmed (see Hellen. i. 7, 12; 
~1emorab. i. 2, 29; Cyropred. viii. 3, 41; Plato, Ap. Socr. c. 6, p. 21). 

The people of Athens heard and fully believed this deposition ; nor do I 
see any reason why an historian of Greece should disbelieve it. There is 
nothing in the assertion of this man which is at all improbable: nay, more, 
it is plain that several such incidents must have happened. If we take the 
smallest pains to expand in our imaginations the details connected with 
this painfully interesting crisis at Athens, we shall see that numerous stories 
of the same affecting character must have been in circulation-doubtless 
many false, but many also perfectly true. 
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):mspired them with aversion, but also rendered them personally 

11.\' \open to penalties. Kallixenus employed against them the 
~ '. · •same menaces which Lykiskus had uttered against Eurypto
::"" : Iemus : he threatened, amidst encouraging clamour from many 
,, persons in the assembly, to include them in the same accusa-

,, tion with the generals. So intimidated were the Prytanes by 
the incensed manifest1tions of the assembly, that all of them, 
except one, relinquished their opposition, and agreed to put the 
question. The single obstinate Prytanis, whose refusal no 
menace could subdue, was a man whose name we read with 
peculiar mterest, and in whom an impregnable adherence to 
law and duty was only one among many other titles to reverence. 
It was the philosopher Sokrates ; on this trying occasion, once 
throughout a life of seventy years, discharging a political office, 
among the fifty senators taken by lot from the tribe Antiochis. 
Sokrates could not be induced to withdraw his protest, so that 
the question was ultimately put by the remaining Prytanes 
without his concurrence,! It should be observed that his 
resistance did not imply any opinion as to the guilt or innocence 
of the generals, but applied simply to the illegal and uncon
stitutional proposition now submitted for determining their 
fate; a proposition, which he must already have opposed once 
before, in his capacity of member of the senate. 

\~ .}Th The constitutional impediments having been thus violently 
\\~.:~thrown, the question was regularly put by the Prytanes to 
~:V<;ae assembly. At once the clamorous outcry ceased, and those 

>'who had raised it resumed their behaviour of Athenian citizens 
~~'_..\'!·;-patient hearers of speeches and opinions directly opposed to 
\iJ i; )'-their own. Nothing is more deserving of notice than this 
'-/" ~-.~ange of demeanour. The champions of the men drowned 
tJ!:,;S'n)the wrecks had resolved to employ as much force as was 
J.'• te.quired to eliminate those preliminary constitutional objectiow;, 
" ;/ip themselves indisputable, which precluded the discussion. 
rA,< · t13ut so soon as the discussion was once begun, they were care
;l""_;.ful not to give to the resolution the appearance of being carried 
,J1{ ~y fo~. Euryptolemus, the personal friend of the generals, 
({l•r7?~llowed not only to move an amendment negativing the 

J',.~l~.'f Xen'?ph. Hel~en. i. 7, 14, 15; Plato, Apol. Socr. c. 20; Xenoph. 
~y Memor. 1. r, 18; IV. 4, 2. 

'\ In the passage of the Memorabilia, Xenophon says that Sokrates is 
.J Epistates, or presiding Prytanis for that actual day. In the Hellenica, he 

only reckons him as one among the Prytanes. It can hardly be accounted 
certain that he was Epistates-the rather as this same passage of the 
Memorabilia is inaccurate on another point : it names nine generals as 
having been condemned, instead of eight. 
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proposition of Kallixenus, but also to develope it in a long 
speech, which Xenophon sets before LS. 1 

His speech is one of great skill and judgement in reference 
to the case befor~ him and to the temper of the assembly. './'. 
Beginning with a gentle censure on his friends the generals d' 
PerikH~s and Diomedon, for having prevaJed on their colleagues, : 
to abstain from mentioning, in their first official letter, the 'V"'\ 
orders given to Theramenes,-he represented them as now in 
danger of becoming victims to the base conspiracy of the latter, 
and threw himself upon the justice of the people to grant them 
a fair trial. He besought the people to take full time to 
instruct themselves before they pronounced so solemn and 
irrevocable a sentence-to trust only to their own judgement, 
but at the same time to take security that judgement should be 
pronounced after full information and impartial hearing-and 
thus to escape that bitter and unavailing remorse which would 
otherwise surely follow. He proposed that the generals should 
be tried each separately, according to the psephism of Kann6nus 
---with proper notice, and ample time allowed for the defence 
as well as for the accusation ; but that if found guilty, they 
should suffer the heaviest and most disgraceful penalties-his 
own relation Perikles the first. This was the only way of strik
ing the guilty, of saving the innocent, and of preserving Athens 
from the ingratitude and impiety of condemning to death, 
without trial as well as contrary to law, generals who had just 
rendered to her so important a service. And what could the 
people be afraid of? Did they fear lest the power of trial 
should slip out of their hands,-that they were so impatient to 
leap over aH the delays prescribed by the law ?2 To the worst 
of public traitors, Aristarchus, they had granted a day with full 
notice for trial, with ::Jl the legal means for making his defence: 
and would they now 3how such flagrant contrariety of measure 
to victorious and faithful officers? " Be rot ye (he said) the 
men to act thus, Athenians. The laws are your own work; it 
is through them that ye chiefly hold your greatness : cherish 
them, and attempt no~ any proceeding without their sanction." 3 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 16. MeTa 0€ TetvTa "that is, after the cries 
and threats above recounted), O.vafJas Evpv7rTO>..ep.os l11.e~ev {nr<p Twv <fTpa
T'WYWV TJ.Ile, &c. 

2 It is this accusation of "reckless hurry" (1rp011"tTE<a) which Pausanias 
brings against the Athenians in reference to their behaviour towards the six 
generals (vi. 7, 2). 

3 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 29. M?) &p.eis 'Y"• J, 'A8rwaw<" 0.>..>..' £aUTOiv 
av~as TDVs, v6p.o~s, 8t' oVs ... IJ-dhtu'Ta p.E")'U1'TOl ErTTE, tpvAdTTOV'TES, ltveu 
TOVTWV f''f/OEV 1rpetTTELV "ITEtpa<f8e. 
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Euryptolemus then shortly recapitulated the proceedings 

after the battle, with the violence of the storm which had pre
vented approach to the wrecks; adding, that one of the generals, 
now in peril, had himself been on board a broken ship, and 
had only escaped by a fortunate accident.1 Gaining courage 
from his own harangue, he concluded by reminding the 
Athenians of the brilliancy of the victory, and by telling them 
that they ought in justice to wreathe the brows of the conquerors, 
instead of following those wicked advisers who pressed for their 
execution.2 

It is no small proof of the force of established habits of 
public discussion, that the men in mourning and with shaven 
heads, who had been a few minutes before in a state of furious 
excitement, should patiently hear out a speech so effective and 
so conflicting with their strongest sentiments as this of Eurypto
lemus. Perhaps others may have spoken also ; but Xenophon 
does not mention them. It is remarkable that he does not 
name Theramenes as taking any part in this last debate. 

The substantive amendment proposed by Euryptolemus was, 
that the generals should be tried each separately, according to 

,fsl 0,the psephism of Kannonus; implying notice to be given to 
' .A~ each, of the day of trial, and full time for each to defend him
;r»~self. This proposition, as well as that of the senate moved by 
,('~Kallixenus, was submitted to the vote of the assembly; hands 
..,, being separately held up, first for one, next for the other. The 
'y ~tanes pronounced the amendment of Euryptolemus to be 
~/·~a ed. But a citizen named Menekles impeached their 

1'~. ~ cision as wrong or invalid, alleging seemingly some informality ...,l .. ~· trick in putting the question, or perhaps erroneous report of 
' .;•'the comparative show of hands. We must recollect that in 
\ \,: this case the Prytanes were declared partisans. Feeling that 
"\ 

iliey were doing wrong in suffering so illegal a proposition .flS 
that of Kallixenus to be put at all, and that the adoption of it 
would be a great public mischief, they would hardly scruple to 
try and defeat it even by some unfair manreuvre. But the 
exception taken by Menekles constrained them to put the 
question over again, and they were then obliged to pronounce 
that the majority was in favour of the proposition of Kallixenus.8 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 32. TOVTwv lit p.&.p.,.vpu ol rrw8lv.,.es &.?rb Toil 
a.hop.&.Tou, ~V efs TWV 7Jp.<Tlpwv UTpO.'t'fJ'YWV ~'ll"l ICQ.Ta.liVU'IjS vecl>s rrw8efs, 
&c. 

2 The speech is contained in Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 16--36. 
3 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 34· TovTwv lit lita.xe<poTovoup.lvwv, Tb p.~v 

'll"pwTov lKpzva.v 'T~/V EbpmrTolo.lp.ov· inrop.orra.p.lvou li~ MeveK"Alovs, /tal 
,.cf.Jo.tv lita.xetpoTovla.s -yevop.lv'ljs, i!~<ptva.v T~v Tiis jJoulo.ijs. 
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That proposition was shortly afterwards carried into effect by 
disposing the two urns for each tribe, and collecting the votes~ 
of the citizens individually. The condemnatory vote prevailed, y 
and all the eight generals were thus found guilty ; whether by If" 
a large or a small majority, we should have been glad to learn;~ 
but are not told. The majority was composed mostly of those Cl" 
who acted under a feeling of genuine resentment against the(/' 
generals, but in part also of the friends and partisans of Thera- ~~ 
menes,1 not inconsiderable in number. The six generals then~i 
at Athens-Penkles (son of the great statesman of that name 
by Aspasia), Diomedon, Erasinides, Thrasyllus, Lysias, and 
Aristokrates-were then delivered to the Eleven, and perished 
by the usual draught of hemlock; their property being con
fiscated, as the decree of the senate prescribed. 

I cannot think that the explanation of this passage given either by 
Schomann (De Comitiis Athen. part ii. I, p. 160 seq.) or by Meier and 
Schomann (Der Attische Prozess, b. iii. p. 295 ; b. iv. p. 696) is satis· 
factory. The idea of Schomann, that in consequence of the unconquerable 
resistance of Sokrat@s, the voting upon this question was postponed until 
the next day, appears to me completely inconsistent with the account of 
Xenophon; though countenanced by a passage in the Pseudo-Platonic 
dialogue called Axiochus (c. 12), altogether loose and untrustworthy. It 
is plain to me that the question was put without Sokrat@s, and could be 
legally put by the remaining Prytanes, in spite of his resistance. The word 
tJ,."'f'"O"la. must doubtless bear a meaning somewhat different here to its 
technical sense before the dikastery ; and different also, I think, to the 
other sense which Meier and Schomann ascribe to it, of a formal engage· 
ment to prefer at some future time an indictment or -ypa.tp1) 7ra.pa.vof'"'V. 
It seems to me here to denote, an objection taken on formal grounds, and 
sustained by oath either tendered or actually taken, to the decision of the 
Prytanes or presidents. These latter had tv declare on which side the 
show of hands in the assembly preponderated: but there surely must have 
been some power of calling in question their decision, if they declared 
falsely, or if they put the question in a treacherous, perplexing, or obscure 
manner. The Athenian assembly did not admit of an appeal to a division, 
lik"'! the Spartan assembly or like the English House of Commons ; though 
there were many cases in which the votes at Athens were taken by pebbles 
in an urn, and not by show of hands. 

Now it seems to me that Menekl@s here exercised the privilege of calling 
in question the decision of the Prytanes, and constraining them to take the 
vote over again. He may have alleged that they did not make it clearly 
understood which of the two propositions was to be put to the vote first
that they put the proposition of Kallixenus first, without giving due notice 
-or perhaps that they misreported the numbers. By what followed, we 
see that he had good grounds for his objection. 

1 Diodor. xiii. 101. In regard to these two component elements of the 
majority, I doubt not that the statement of Diodorus is correct. But he 
represents, quite erroneously, that the generals were condemned by the 
vote of the assembly, and led off from the assembly to execution. The 
assembly only decreed that the subsequent um.voting should take place, 
the result of which was necessarily uncertain beforehand. Accordingly the 
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. ~ ~V Respecting the condemnation of these unfortunate men, 
.J": · 1 p~nounced without any of the recognised tutelary prelimin
',1 '•!lr~s for accused persons, there can be only one opinion. 
' -- H was an act of violent injustice and illegality, deeply dis
(- ' 

1 
:.'6nouring the men who passed it, and the Athenian character 

'\1. generally. In either case, whether the generals were guilty or 
~rnnocent, such censure is deserved; for judicial precautions 

- ,are not less essential in dealing with the guilty than with the 
~. ;' WV9cent. But it is deserved in an aggravated form, when 
rt. :i. ~; l consider that the men against whom such in justice was 
J 1 ,.,.perpetrated, had just come from achieving a glorious victory. 
~·;/· Against the democratical constitution of Athens, it furnishes 

no ground for censure-nor against the habits and feelings 
which that constitution tended to implant in the individual 
citizen. Both the one and the other strenuously forbade the 
deed : nor could the Athenians ever have so dishonoured 
themselves, if they had not, under a momentary ferocious 
excitement, risen in insurrection not less against the forms of 
their own democracy, than against the most sacred restraints 
of their habitual constitutional morality. 

If we wanted proof of this, the facts of the immediate 
future would abundantly supply it. After a short time had 
elapsed, every man in Athens became heartily ashamed of the 
deed.l A vote of the public assembly was passed,2 decreeing 
that those who had misguided the people on this occasion 

\ ought to be brought to judicial trial, that Kallixenus with 
four others should be among the number, and that bail 

I 
I 

speech which Diodorus represents Diomedon to have made in the assembly, 
after the vote of the assembly had been declared, cannot be true history :
"Athenians, I wish that the vote which you have just passed may prove 
beneficial to the city. Do you take care to fulfil those vows to Zeus Soter, 
Apollo, and the Venerable Goddesses, under which we gained our vict<'Py, 
since fortune has prevented us from fulfilling them ourselves." It is im
possible that Diomedon can have made a speech of this nature, since he 
was not then a condemned man ; and after the condemnatory vote, no 
assembly can well have been held; since the sentence was peremptory, 
that the generals, if condemned, should be handed over to the Eleven. 
The sentiment, however, is one so natural for Diomedon to express, that 
he may well be imagined to have said something of the kind to the presid
ing Archon or to the Eleven, though there was no opportunity for saying it 
to the assembled people. 

1 I translate here literally the language of Sokrat~s in his defence (Plato, 
Apol. c. 20)-1rapaVOJ.LWS, ch ~~~ 'T</) vrnlprp xpovrp 1rii O'IV VJ.LLII (oo{e. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 39· This vote of the public assembly was 
known at Athens by the name of Probol@. The assembled people dis
charged on this occasion an ante-judicial function, something like that of a 
Grand Jury. 
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should be taken for their appearance. This was accord
ingly done, and the parties were kept under custody of the 
sureties themselves, who were responsible for their appearance 
on the day of trial. But presently both foreign misfortunes 
and internal sedition began to press too heavily on Athens to 
leave any room for other thoughts, as we shall see in the next 
chapter. KaLixenus and his accomplices found means to 
escape, before the day of trial arrived, and remained in exile 
until after the dominion of the Thirty and the restoration of 
the democracy. Kallixenus then returned under the general 
amnesty. But the general amnesty protected him only against 
legal pursuit, not against the hostile memory of the people. 
"Detested by all, he died of hunger"-says Xenophon ; 1 a 
memorabfe proof how much the condemnation of these six 
generals shocked the standing democratical sentiment at 
Athens. cl 

From what cause did this temporary burst of wrong arise,~_\, 
so foreign to the habitual character of the people? Even~ 
under the strongest political provocation, and towards the ~ 
most hated traitors, (as Euryptolemus himself remarked by 
citing the case of Aristarchus,) after the Four Hundred as well~ 
as after the Thirty, the Athenians never committed the like ~
wrong-never deprived an accused party of the customary ~ 
judicial securities. How then came they to do it here, where' 
the generals condemned were not only not traitors, but had yo 
just signalised themselves by a victorious combat? No ·I 
Theramenes could have brought about this phrenomenon ; no ~ 
deep-laid oligarchical plot is, in my judgement, to be called in J, 
as an explanation.2 The true explanation is different, and of~" 
serious moment to state. Political hatred, intense as it might 
be, was never dissociated, in the mind of a citizen of Athens, 
frc1m the democratical forms of procedure ; but the men, who 
stood out here as actors, had broken loose from the obligations 
of citizenship and corr.monwealth, and surrendered themselves, 
heart and soul, to the family sympathies and antipathies ; 
feelings, first kindled, and justly kindled, by the thought that 
their friends and relati\eS had been left to perish unheeded on 
the wrecks-next, inflamed into preternatural and overwhelm
ing violence by the festival of the Apaturia, where all the 
religious traditions connected with the ancient family tie, all 
those associations which imposed upon the relatives of a 

I Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 35· p.•uovp.<vos 6rro rrc£vTwv Jup.rp &:rrl9av•v. 
2 This is the supposition of Sievers, Forchhammer, and some other 

learned men ; but, in my opinion, it is neither proved nor probable. 
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tl' murdered man the duty of pursuing the murderer, were 

, I/' expanded into detail and worked up by their appropriate 
~.)1 renovating solemnity. The garb of mourning and the shav
'{V', .,.ing of the head-phcenomena unknown at Athens either in a 
·~·' ~- political assembly or in a religious festival-were symbols of 
" '\...'temporary transformation in the internal man. He could 
1()& think of nothing but his drowning relatives, together with the 

_.."!- generals as having abandoned them to death, and his own 
~ duty as survivor to ensure to them vengeance and satisfaction 

for such abandonment. Under this self-justifying impulse, the 
shortest and surest proceeding appeared the best, whatever 
amount of political wrong it might entail : 1 nay, in this case it 
appeared the only proceeding really sure, since the interposition 
of the proper judicial delays, coupled with severance of trial 
on successive days according to the psephism of Kannonus, 
would probably have saved the lives of five out of the six 
generals, if not of all the six. When we reflect that such 
absorbing sentiment was common, at one and the same time, 
to a large proportion of the Athenians, we shall see the 
explanation of that misguided vote, both of the Senate and of 
the Ekklesia, which sent the six generals to an illegal ballot
and of the subsequent ballot which condemned them. Such 
is the natural behaviour of those who, having for the moment 
forgotten their sense of political commonwealth, become 
degraded into exclusive family-men. The family affections, 
productive as they are of much gentle sympathy and mutual 
happiness in the interior circle, are also liable to generate 
disregard, malice, sometimes even ferocious vengeance, towards 
others. Powerful towards good generally, they are not less 
powerful occasionally towards evil ; and require, not less than 
the selfish propensities, constant subordinating control from 
that moral reason which contemplates for its end the secmity 
and happiness of all. And when a man, either from low 
civilisation, has never known this large moral reason-or when 
from some accidental stimulus, righteous in the origin, but 

1 If Thucydides had lived to continue his history so far down as to 
include this memorable event, he would have found occasion to notice .,-o ~vy
'Y•vls (kinship) as being not less capable of &.7rpo<f>&rrurTos -r&ll.p.a. (unscrupul
ous daring) than .,-o hatptdv (faction). In his reflections on the Korkyrrean 
disturbances (iii. 82) he is led to dwell chiefly on the latter-the antipathies 
offaction, of narrow political brotherhood or conspiracy for the attainment 
and maintenance of power-as most powerful in generating evil deeds : had 
he described the proceedings after the battle of Arginusre, he would have 
seen that the sentiment of kinship, looked at on its antipathetic or vindictive 
side, is pregnant with the like tendencies. 
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wrought up into fanaticism by the conspiring force of religious 
as well as family sympathies, he comes to place his pride 
and virtue in discarding its supremacy-there is scarcely any 
amount of evil or injustice which he may not be led to 
perpetrate, by a blind obedience to the narrow instincts of 
relationship. "Ces peres de famille sont capables de tout"
was the satirical remark of Talleyrand upon the gross public 
jobbing so largely practised by those who sought place or 
promotion for their sons. The same words, understood in 
a far more awful sense, and generalised for other cases of 
relationship, sum up the moral of this melancholy proceeding 
at Athens. 

Lastly, it must never be forgotten that the generals themselves 
were also largely responsible in the case. Through the unjusti
fiable fury of the movement against them, they perished like 
innocent men-without trial-" t"nauditi et indifensi, tamquam 
innocentes, perierunt" ; but it does not follow that they were 
really innocent. I feel persuaded that neither with an English, 
nor French, nor American fleet, could such events have taken 
place as those which followed the victory of Arginusre. Neither 
admiral nor seamen, after gaining a victory and driving off the 
enemy, could have endured the thoughts of going back to 
their anchorage, leaving their own disabled wrecks unmanage
able on the waters, with many living comrades aboard, helpless, 
and depending upon extraneous succour for all their chance of 
escape. That the generals at Arginusre did this, stands confessed 
by their own advocate Euryptolemus,1 though they must have 
known well the condition of disabled ships after a naval com
bat, and some ships even of the victorious fleet were sure to 
be disabled. If these generals, after their victory, instead of 
sailing back to land, had employed themselves first of all in 
visiting the crippled ships, there would have been ample time 
to perform this duty, and to save all the living men aboard 
before the storm came on. This is the natural inference, even 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 7, 29. 'E.,..••oh -yil.p t<paT~ <TavTes Tjj vavp.axl<r 
1rpbs Thv -y1)v JtaTJ?r71.ev<Tav, Awp.towv p.'ev lKl71.w•v, &vax6JvTas h! 
~elpws G:rravTas &.vatpE'iu8at ..,.a vavcf')'ux n:al -roVs vava:yo6s, 'Epaa'tvl07]s 0~ 
E7rt Totls h MtTVA~v1)v 7rOA<p.lovs Ti)v Taxl<TT1)P 1rJ.€iv li.1ravTas· epcf<FvJ.J.os 
o' ap.<f>OT<pa f¢71 '")'<Ve(f6a.t, av Til.s p.ev ahov KO.TaAl?rw<T:, Ta.'is o~ l1rt Toh 
7rOA<p.lovs 7rAEOJ{fL" I<O.L oo~ttVTOJV T06Twv, &c. 

I remarked a few pages before, that the case of Erasinides stood in some 
measure apart from that of the other generals. He proposed, according to 

~ this speech of Euryptolemus, that all the fleet should at once go again to 
Mitylene; which would of course have left the men on the wrecks to their 
fate. 
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upon their own showing; this is what any English, French, or 
American naval commander would have thought it an impera
tive duty to do. What degree of blame is imputable to 
Theramenes, and how far the generals were discharged by 
shifting the responsibility to him, is a point which we cannot 
now determine. But the storm, which is appealed to as a 
justification of both, rests upon evidence too questionable to 
serve that purpose, where the neglect of duty was so serious, 
and cost the lives probably of more than Iooo brave men. 
At least the Athenian people at home, when they heard the 
criminations and recriminations between the generals on one 
side and Theramenes on the other-each of them in his 
character of accuser implying that the storm was no valid 
obstacle, though each, if pushed for a defence, fell back upon 
it as a resource in case of need-the Athenian people could 
not but look upon the storm more as an afterthought to excuse 
previous omissions, than as a terrible reality nullifying all the 
ardour and resolution of men bent on doing their duty. It 
was in this way that the intervention of Theramenes chiefly 
contributed to the destruction of the generals, not by those 
manceuvres ascribed to him in Xenophon: he destroyed all 
belief in the storm as a real and all-covering hindrance. The 
general impression of the public at Athens-in my opinion, a 
natural and unavoidable impression-was that there had been 
most culpable negligence in regard to the wrecks, through 
which negligence alone the seamen on board perished. This 
negligence dishonours, more or less, the armament at Arginusre 
as well as the generals : but the generals were the persons 
responsible to the public at home, who felt for the fate of the 
deserted seamen more justly as well as more generously than 
their comrades in the fleet. 
' . In spite, therefore, of the guilty proceeding to whiGoh a 

-,~· ' (urious exaggeration of such sentiment drove the Athenianst if~in spite of the sympathy which this has naturally and justly 
"''t( procured for the condemned generals-the verdict of impartial 
;"' , history will pronounce that the sentiment itself was well 
~ .fl· founded, and that the generals deserved censure and disgrace. 
r/ The Athenian people might with justice proclaim to them-

" Whatever be the grandeur of your victory, we can neither 
rejoice in it ourselves, nor allow you to reap honour from it, if 
we find that you have left many hundreds of those who helped 
in gaining it to be drowned on board the wrecks, without 
making any effort to save them, when such effort might well 
have proved successful." And the condemnation here pro-
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ounced, while it served as a painful admonifon to subsequent 
~thenian generals, provided at the same time an efficacious 
uarantee for the preservation of combatants on the wrecks or 
wimming for their lives after a naval victory. One express 
ase in point may be mentioned. Thirty years afterwards (B.C . 

. 76) the Athenian admiral Chabrias defeated, though not 
rithout considerable loss, the Lacedremonian fleet near Naxos. 
Iad he pursued them vigorously, he might have completed 
tis victory by destroying all or most of them ; but recollecting 
•hat had happened after the battle of Arginusre, he abstained 
rom pursuit, devoted his attention to the wrecks of his 9wn 
li.:et, saved from death those citizens who were yet living, and 
licked up the dead for interment.! 

CHAPTER LXV 

''RO:II THE BATTLE OF ARGINUS.IE TO THE RESTORATION OF 
THE DEMOCRACY AT ATHENS, AFTER THE EXPULSION OF 

THE THIRTY ; 
THE victory of Arginusre gave for the time decisive mastery~\\(.\~. 

)f the Asiatic seas to the Athenian fleet ; and is even said to """~ 
1ave so discouraged the Lacedremonians, as to induce them \' uJ.~ 
:o send propositions of peace to Athens. But this statement 1\ Y' 
f open to much doubt, and I think it most probaole that no t ~Y \ 
~uch propositions were made.2 Great as the victory was, we f ,.~ 

1 Diodor. xv. 35· Y~ "'!JII 
fe>6i-<EJIOS 0~ (Xa,Bp(cu) ~1rl 'I"OV 7rpo-repf7/-'«'I"OS1 tcal 1rc£cras 'ras 'TWJI 'lrOAE/-'(wv ti.A.>"' 

~ails ¢wl'e'iv &vaf'Kduas, &:rrlaxE-ro wavTei\Ws Toil OtCtryp.oV, &vaJ.LV1}a8els "TiJs l"f ~ ltt~ 
<v 'Ap-y•vov!Tats vau!<axias, lv 1i -rovs v<tc-hcrav-ras <T'rp«'r'll")'oVs .I lifip.os &.v.,.l &,./" I 
v.e-y~'lls Efr<py<crias 8avdnp 7r€pti.Ba'A.•v, al'Tcacrdp.evos 3n 'rovs 'r€'1"EAfll'r'll· 

·rcl-ra> ICO,'r?t. Tl;v vaup.axiav OUIC ~8a1jtav, eu'Aa.8'118ji J.L-h ?rOT€ -tfis 'II'EptcrTdcrews 
j.LtJ£as ')'EVOfJ.~V71S KtV8uveiJcrp 'n'afJE£1-· 7rapa7rl\:f}crta. AdnrEp ltrrou-r&s 'TOt/ 

tW··etv, Q.-peA.I"'(ETO Ti:Jv 'Tr'OA£TWJ' -roils 6taV11XOft~Vovs, 1eal 'Toils 
~v lTL (WvTas a,luwue, ToVs DE 'TETEA€U'T7]1C&Tas ~6at/lf:V. El 

• p;h r.epl 'r<%VT'V lyJvETO ... ~v ~7rlJ.LEAELav, p"oiws av a7r<%VT<% TOV 
J..• u.icvv cr-r&'Aov 3«<P8etpe. 
l [ere Diodorus, in alluding to the battle of Arginusre, repeats the mistake 
,ich he had before made, as if the omission there concerned only dead 
dies and not living men. But when he describes what wa5 done by 

llabrias :u Naxos, he puts forward the preservation of living citizens not 
erecy as a reality, but as the most prominent reality of the proct:eding. 
2 The 5tatement rests on the authority of Aristotle, as referred to by 

1e Scholi,bt on the last verse of the Ranre of Aristophanes. And this, so 
r "'' I know, is the only authority: for when Mr. Fynes Clinton (Fast. 
u:~n. ad ann. 406) says that .iEschines (De Fals. Legat. p. 38, c. 24) 
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look in vain for any positive results accruing to Athens. Afte·} 
an unsuccessful attempt on Chios, the victorious fleet went" t· ' 
Samos, where it seems to have remained until the followin { 
year, without any further movements than were necessary fo ~ 
Jre purpos~ of procu:ing money. . ' ~ 

..,i-"11 Meanwhile Eteomkus, who collected the remams of the 
Lr.:,~defeated Peloponnesian fleet at Chios, being left· unsupplied' 
tv< 1 '~ith money by Cyrus, found himself much straitened, and was. 
f:,.•, ~ompelled to leave the seamen unpaid. During the later 
V summer and autumn, these men maintained themselves by) 
~ ~ .lfbouring for hire on the Chian lands; but when winter camf( 
i,v y"'t~ij.I;esource ceased, so that they found themselves unab_l~ t' .. 
~.~ ~cure even clothes or shoes. In such forlorn conditiOn( 
, j_,...l many of them entered into a conspiracy to assail and plunde1 

,/'(" the town of Chios; a day was named for the enterprise, anc 
it was agreed that the conspirators should know each other b) 
wearing a straw or reed. Informed of the design, Eteonikus\ 
was at the same time intimidated by the number of these-l 
straw-bearers: he saw that if he dealt with the conspirators' 
openly and ostensibly, they might perhaps rush to arms and 

1 succeed in plundering the town: at any rate a conflict wouldj 
arise in which many of the allies would be slain, which woula'/ 
produce the worst effect upon all future operations, Accord
ingly, resorting to stratagem, he took with him a guard o { 
fifteen men armed with daggers, and marched through thd 
town of Chios. Meeting presently one of these straw-bearer:\ 
mentions the overtures of peace-I think that no one who looks at ths~1 
passage will be inclined to found any inference upon it, 

Against it we may observe-
I. Xenophon does not mention it. This is something, though far frorr: 

being conclusive when standing alone. 
2. Diodorus does not mention it. 1 
3· The terms alleged to have been proposed by the Lacedremoniallj are · 

exactly the same as those said to have been proposed by them after the/ 
death of Mindarus at Kyzikus, viz.-

To evacuate Dekeleia-and each party to stand as they were. Not onl( 
the terms are the same-but also the person who stood prominent i) 
opposition is in both cases the same-Kleophon. The overtures aftr, 
Arginusre are in fact a second edition of those after the battle of K yzikm; 

Now the supposition that on two several occasions the Lacedremonia( 
made propositions of peace, and that both are left unnoticed by Xenoph, 
-appears to me highly improbable. In reference to the propositions aft I 
the battle of Kyzikus, the testimony of Diodorus outweighed, in my judg 
ment, the silence of Xenophon ; but here Diodorus is silent also. 

In addition to this, the exact sameness of the two alleged events make 
me think that the second is only a duplication of the first, and that th 
Scholiast, in citing from Aristotle, mistook the battle of Arginusre for tha 
of Kyzikus, which latter was by far the more decisive of the two. 
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-a man with a complaint in his eyes, corning out of a surgeon's 

,. . 1ouse-he directt d his guards to put the man to death on the 
, pot. A crowd ~ lthered round, with astonishment as well as 
;yrnpathy, and inq ired on what ground the man was put to 
death ; upon whic 1 Eteonikus ordered his guards to reply, 
that it was because he wore a straw. The news being diffused, 
the remaining pers< ns who wore straws became so alarmed as 
to throw their stra' s away.1 

Eteonikus availe . himself of such panic to demand money 
from the Chians, a! a condition of carrying away his starving 
h nd perilous arm; ment. Having obtained from them a 

.. 
I nonth's pay, he i1 1mediately put the troops on shipboard, 
faking pains to eno urage them and make them fancy that he ' 

vas unacquainted' ith the recent conspiracy. ~· ·1. 
The Chians am the other allies of Sparta presently as- ""t 

sembled at Ephes1 s to consult, and resolved, in conjunction . 
with Cyrus, to desp .tch envoys to the Ephors, requesting that\)( 
Lysander might bt sent out a second time as admiral. It ~ 
was not the habit o Sparta ever to send out the same man as ~ 
admiral a second ti 1e, after his year of service. Nevertheless 
:he Ephors complit j with the request substantially; sending ~~ 
out Arakus as admi al, but Lysander along with him under the r.)JI 
title of secretary, im osted with all the real powers of command. If:..~ 
: Lysander, having reached Ephesus about the beginning of ~ 
1 ~.c. 405, immediate] r applied himself with vigour to renovate 
i )Oth Lacedremonia 1 power and his own influence.' The 
">artisans in the va ious allied cities, whose favour he had 
• .ssiduously cultivat. d during his last year's command-the 
clubs and factious c •mbinations which he had organised and 
stimulated into a p; rtnership of mutual ambition-all hailed 
his retur9 with exulution. Discountenanced and kept down 
by 'he generous patriotism of his predecessor Kallikratidas, 
hey now sprang into renewed activity, and became zealous in 

ajding Lysander to refit and augment his fleet. Nor was Cyrus · 
~ ~ss hearty in his preference than before. On arriving at ~ 
a phesus, Lysander went speedily to visit him at Sardis, and o'\ J: 
,., licited a renewal of the pecuniary aid. The young prince ..;,.~ 
w! id in reply that all the funds which he had received from tor' 

~cJsa had already been expended, with much more besides; in ... ~ 
l :stirnony of which he exhibited a specification of the sums ~ 
rrlrnished to each Peloponnesian officer. Nevertheless such !~ 

,. t1ras his partiality for Lysander, that he complied even with the l'\ 
tldditional demand now made, so as to send him away satisfied. 

l Xenoph. Hellen. ii. r, r-4. 
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The latter was thus enabled to return to Ephesus m a stat 
for restoring the effective condition of his fleet. He mad< 
good at once all the arrears of pay due to the seamen
constituted new trierarchs-summoned Eteonikus with tht 
fleet from Chios together with all the other scattered squadron• 
-and directed that fresh triremes should be immediately pu 

• 1 on the stocks at Antandrus.1 

.~Jn none of the Asiatic towns was the effect of Lysander' 
\.CI · ')>'econd advent felt more violently than at Mih~tus. He ha< 

J there a powerful faction or association of friends, who ha'. 
t··. ldone their best to hamper and annoy Kallikratidas on his fir 

,_· arrival, but had been put to silence, and even forced to mak 
4 sqow of zeal, by the straightforward resolution of that noblE 
t-Jnded admiral. Eager to reimburse themselves for thi 

,. ' . , ·' b.umiliation, they now formed a conspiracy, with the privit 
,·.·~ and concurrence of Lysander, to seize the government fc 
~ themselves. They determined (if Plutarch and Diodorus a,t 

to be credited) to put down the existing democracy, anc 
establish an oligarchy in its place. But we cannot believ• 
that there could have existed a democracy at Miletus, whicl 
had now been for five years in dependence upon Sparta anc 
the Persians jointly. We must rather understand the move 
ment as a conflict between two oligarchical parties; the friend 
of Lysander being more thoroughly self-seeking and ant 
popular than their opponents-and perhaps even crying then 
down, by comparison, as a democracy. Lysander lent himsel 
to the scheme-fanned the ambition of the conspirators, wh< 
were at one time disposed to a compromise- and even betrayec 
the government into a false security, by promises of support 
which he never intended to fulfil. At the festival of tht 
Dionysia, the conspirators, rising in arms, seized forty of thei1 
chief opponents in their houses, and three hundred mor~ in 
the market-place; while the government-confiding in tht 
promises of Lysander, who affected to reprove, but secret!) 
continued instigating, the insurgents-mad·e but a faint resist 
ance. The three hundred and forty leaders thus seized 
probably men who had gone heartily a!ong with Kallikratidaf 
were all put to death; and a still larger number of cititem 
not less than Jooo, fled into exile. Miletus thus passe< 
completely into the hands of the friends and partisans c 
Lysander. 2 

It would appear that factious movements in other towns, le!; 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, Io-12. 
2 Diodor. xiii. 104; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 8. 
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~volting in respect of bloodshed and perfidy, yet still of N'1 
milar character to that of Miletus, marked the reappearance eqt' 
f Lysander in Asia ; placing the towns more and more in the t> 
ands of his partisans. While thus acquiring greater ascendency . ·. 
nong the allies, Lysander received a summons from Cyrus V' i.") 
1 visit him at Sar~!s .. The young _prince had just been sent lji"J..I~ 
>r to come and VISit his father Danus, who was both old and ~~ \ : 
angerously ill in Media. About to depart for this purpose, -~~ ·· 
e carried his confidence in Lysander so far as to delegate to lJ'" \, t;l. 
· m the management of his satrapy and his entire revenues.,\ \: ' 
esides his admiration for the superior energy and capacity of ."~·,..., 
te Greek character, with which he had only recently contracted l{ f ~· 
:lluaintance-and besides his esteem for the personal dis
tterestedness of Lysander, attested as it had been by the 
)nduct of the latter in the first visit and banquet at Sardis-
Tus was probably induced to this step by the fear of raising 

p to himself a rival, if he trusted the like power to any Persian 
~andee. At the same time that he handed over all his tributes 
1d his reserved funds to Lysander, he assured him of his 
eady friendship both towards himself and towards the 
acedremonians ; and concluded by entreating that he would 
v no means engage in any general action with the Athenians, 
aless at great advantage in point of numbers. The defeat of 
rginusre having strengthened his preference for this dilatory 
Jlicy, he promised that not only the Persian treasures, but 
so the Phenician fleet, should be brought into active employ
lent for the purpose of crushing Athens. I 
Thus armed with an unprecedented command of Persian 

easure, and seconded by ascendent factions in all the allied 
ties, Lysander was more powerful than any Lacedremonian 
Jmmander had ever been since the commencement of the 
ar.• Having his fleet well-paid, he could keep it united and 
irect lt whither he chose without the necessity of dispersing it 
1 rov:ng squadrons for the purpose of levying money. It is 
robably from a corresponding necessity that we are to explain 
1e inaction of the Athenian fleet at Samos : for we hear of no 
~rious operations undertaken by it, during the whole year 
>llowing the victory of Argin usre, although under the command 
'an al:Jle and energetic man, Konon-together with Philokles 
1d Adt:imantus; to whom were added, during the spring of 
)5 B.c., three other generals, Tydeus, Menander, and Kephi
Jdotus. It appears that Theramenes also was put up and 
.ected one of the generals, but rejected when submitted to the 

1 Xeuoph. Hellen. ii. I, 14; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 9· 
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confirmatory examination called the Dokimasy.1 The fleeti 
.~ ,,.,omprised rSo triremes, rather a greater number than that o~ 

"":./Lysander; to whom they in vain offered battle near his station~ 
• ·{~at Ephesus. Finding him not disposed to a general action, 
~ ~Y. seem to ha:'e .dispersed t~ plunder Chios, ~nd ':arious 

~
,..~· portwns of the A.siatlc coast; while Lysander, keepmg his fleet 
· ~. together, first sailed southward from Ephesus-stormed and 
1).· j JJlundered a semi-Hellenic town in the Kerameikan Gulf, named] 

*'-rr<edreia:!, which was in alliance with Athens-and thence pro-c' 
e-\ '\tl~e~9M to Rhodes. 2 He was even bold enough to make an; 

Vi · ~ursion across the LEgean to the coast of LEgina and Attica,1 
~y:~'-where he had an interview with Agis, who came from Dekeleia' 
\\ • o.the sea-coast.3 The Athenians were preparing to follow himt 

~ 
Ither when they learnt that he had recrossed the LEgean, and 

:.r/ he .soo~ afterwards appeared with all his fleet at the Hellespont,/ 
\' '"Y wh1ch Important pass they had left unguarded. Lysander went; 
J straight. to Aby?os, still the great Pelopon~esian station in( 

the strait, occufned by Thorax as harmost with a land-force;; 
and immediately proceeded to attack, both by sea and land,/ 
the neighbouring town of Lampsakus, which was taken by~ 
storm. It was wealthy in every way, and abundantly stocked1 
with bread and wine, so that the soldiers obtained a large) 
booty ; but Lysander left the free inhabitants untouched. 4 . 

.<.. The Athenian fleet seems to have been employed in plunderin.0~' 
~oc0 v· Chios when it received news that the Laceda:!monian com
::~,~:~)' ma_nder was a~ the Hellespont engaged in the siege o 
~, ampsakus. Either from the want of money, or from other ,~ \" a uses which we do not understand, Konon and his colleagues 1 
~\!-' · were partly inactive, partly behindhand with Lysander, through- ( 

out all this summer. They now followed him to the Hellespont,< 
sailing out on the sea-side of Chios and Lesbos, away from the 
Asiatic coast, which was all unfriendly to them. They reacb.ed 
Ela:!us, at the southern extremity of the Chersonese, with their 
powerful fleet of rSo triremes, just in time to hear, while at1 
their morning meal, that Lysander was already master of Lamp-~ 
sakus ; upon which they immediately proceeded up the strait) 
to Sestos, and from thence, after stopping only to collect a few 
provisions, still farther up-to a place called LEgospotami.5 

History of Greece 

1 Lysias, Orat. xiii. cont. Agorat. sect. I3. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, IS, I6. 
8 This flying visit of Lysander across the .!Egean to the coasts of Attic 

and .!Egina is not noticed by Xenophon, but it appears both in Diodoru 
and in Plutarch (Diodor. xiii. 104; Plutarch, Lysand. c. g). 

4 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, IS, I9; Diodor. xiii. 104; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 9 
5 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, 20, 2I. 
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JEgospotami or Goat's River-a name of fatal sound to all,. \.-;11'1 

subsequent Athenians-was a place which had nothing to~·. ~ •' 
recommend it except that it was directly opposite to Lampj~.~.~ .\ 
sakus, separated by a breadth of strait about one mile an<\~ ,,~ 
three-quarters. It was an open beach, without harbour, without,.: .. jr' 
good anchorage, without either houses or inhabitants or sup-,1..·" 
plies ; so that everything necessary for this large army had to 
be fetched from Sestos, about one mile and three-quarters 

1 distant even by land, and yet more distant by sea, since it was 
necessary to round a headland. Such a station was highly 
inconvenient and dangerous to an ancient naval armament, 
without any organised commissariat ; for the seamen, being 
compelled to go to a distance from their ships in order to get 
their meals, were not easily reassembled. Yet this was the 
station chosen by the Athenian generals, with the full design of 
compelling Lysander to fight a battle. But the Lacedremonian 
admiral, who was at Lampsakus in a good harbour, with a 
well-furnished town in his rear and a land-force to co-operate, 
had no intention of accepting the challenge of his enemies 
at the moment which suited their convenience. When the 
Athenians sailed across the strait the next morning, they found 
all his ships fully manned,-the men having already taken their 
morning meal,-and ranged in perfect order of battle, with the 
land-force disposed ashore to lend assistance ; but with strict 
orders to await attack and not to move forward. Not daring to 
attack him in such a position, yet unable to draw him out by 
manceuvring all the day, the Athenians were at length obliged 
to go back to JEgospotami. But Lysander directed a few 
swift sailing vessels to follow them, nor would he suffer his own 
men to disembark until he thus ascertained that their seamen 
had actually dispersed ashore. I 

•For four successive days this same scene was repeated; the 
Athenians becoming each day more confident in their own 
superior strength, and more full of contempt for the apparent 
cowardice of the enemy. It was in vain that Alkibiades-who 
from his own private forts in the Chersonese witnessed what 
was passing-rode up to the station and remonstrated with the 
generals on the exposed condition of the fleet on this open 
shore; urgently advising them to move round to Sestos, where 
they would be both close to their own supplies and safe from 
attack, as Lysander was at Lampsakus-and from whence they 
could go forth to fight whenever they chose. But the Athenian 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 1, 22-24; Plutarch, Lysand. c. to; Diodor. xiii. 
lOS 

V V I. 
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als, especially Tydeus and Menander, disregarded his 

~il.o ice, and even dismissed him with the insulting taunt, that 
Ji' ey were now in command, not he. 1 Continuing thus in their 

~:_.1 exposed position, the Athenian seamen on each successive day 
~\1 .~ecame more and more careless of their enemy, and rash in 
·~1'~ dispersing the moment they returned back to their own shore. 
~~ At length, on the fifth day, Lysander ordered the scout ships, 
.h :\which he sent forth to watch the Athenians on their return, to 
lr../1 ho_ist a brig~t shield as a signal, as soon as the_y should see t~~ 
H \.'"'. ~hrps at their anchorage and the crews ashore m quest of then; 
• /.,1 .,rmeal. The moment he beheld this welcome signal, he gav~1 

II' .;J orders to his entire fleet to row across as swiftly as possiblt 
'f..l""'t;y from Lampsakus to LEgospotami, while 'Thorax marched alon, 
·~4/l the strand with the land-force in case of need. Nothing coul~ 
}~ be more complete or decisive than the surprise of the Athenia•f 

fleet. All the triremes were caught at their moorings ashon 1 

some entirely deserted, others with one or at most two of thcl 
three tiers of rowers which formed their complement. Out ::{ 
all the total of r8o, only twelve were found in tolerable orde 
and preparation; 2 the trireme of Konon himself, together wit!. 
a squadron of seven under his immediate orders-and th ! 
consecrated ship called Paralus, always manned by pickec 
Athenian seamen, being among them. It was in vain tha 
Konon, on seeing the fleet of Lysander approaching, employed 
his utmost efforts to get his fleet manned and in some con'
dition for resistance. The attempt was desperate, and the 
utmost which he could do was to escape himself with the small 
squadron of twelve, including the Paralus. All the remaining 
triremes, nearly qo in number, were captured by Lysander on 
the shore, defenceless, and seemingly without the least attempt 
on the part of any one .to resist. He landed and made prisoners . 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, 25 ; Plutarch, Lysanct. c. 10; Plutarch, Alkib. 
c. J6. 

Diodorus (xiii. 105) and Cornelius Nepos (Alcib. c. 8) represent Alki· 
biad<!s as wishing to be re-admitted to a share in the command of the fleet, 
and as promising, if that were granted, that he would assemble a body of! 
Thracians, attack Lysander by land, and compel him to fight a battle or 
retire. Plutarch (Alkib. c. 37) alludes also to promises of this sort held' 
out by Alkibiad<!s. I 

Yet it is not likely that Alkibiad<!s should have talked of anything s~ 
obviously impossible. How could he bring a Thracian land-force tq 
attack Lysander who was on the opposite side of the Hellespont? How 
could he carry a land-force across in the face of Lysander's fleet? 

The representation of Xenophon (followed in my text) is clear an< 
intelligible. 

~ Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, 29; Lysias, Orat. xxi. ('A'lroi\. awpo8.) s. 12. 
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most of the crews ashore, though some of them fled and found 
shelter in the neighbouring forts. This prodigious and un
paralleled victory was obtained, not merely without the loss of 
a single ship, but almost without that of a single man.l ~ 

Of the number of prisoners taken by Lysander-which must \ 
have been very great, since the total crews of 18o triremes V '} 
were not less than 36,ooo men 2-we hear only of 3000 or I\( ; 
40oo native Athenians, though this number cannot represent ~t, 
1ll the native Athenians in the fleet. The Athenian generals 
'lhilokH':s and Adeimantus were certainly taken, and seemingly (!r 
,u except Konon. Some of the defeated armament took refuge ~ • .A 
n Sestos, which however surrendered with little resistance to \·-' 
;he victor. He admitted them to capitulation, on condition of ,._ 
heir going back immediately to Athens, and nowhere else;~~ 
'Jr he was desirous to multiply as much as possible the numbers 
ssembled in that city, knowing well that it would be the 
ooner starved out. Konon too was well aware that to go back 
o Athens, after the ruin of the entire fleet, was to become one 
1f the certain prisoners in a doomed city ; and to meet, besides, 
he indignation of his fellow-citizens, so well deserved by the 
enerals collectively. Accordingly he resolved to take shelter 
rith Evagoras, prince of Salamis in the island of Cyprus, 
ending the Paralus with some others of the twelve fugitive 
riremes to make known the fatal news at Athens. But before 
1e went thither, he crossed the strait-with singular daring 
under the circumstances-to Cape Abarnis in the territory of 
Lampsakus, where the great sails of Lysander's triremes (always 
taken out when a trireme was made ready for fighting) lay 
seemingly unguarded. These sails he took away, so as to 
lessen the enemy's powers of pursuit, and then made the best 
of his way to Cyprus.3 

t>n the very day of the victory, Lysander sent off the 
Milesian privateer Theopompus to proclaim it at Sparta, who, 
by a wonderful speed of rowing, arrived there and made it 
known on the third day after starting. The captured ships 
were towed off, and the prisoners, carried across, to Lampsakus, 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, 28 ; Plutarch, Lysand. c. I I ; Plutarch, Alki
biad. c. 36; Cornel. Nepos. Lysand. c. 8; Polyrean. i. 45, 2. 

Diodorus (xiii. ro6) gives a different representation of this important 
military operation ; far less clear and trustworthy than that of Xenophon. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, 28. ...Its o' /(;\;\as 11"ci.O"as (vails) fi.UO"avopos 
'Aa/3e 1rpos "Tjl ')'jl· "TOVS OE 'lrA.E(O""Tovs li.vopas ~v "Tjl ')'jl ~ v v • A E ~. y• ol oe 
'"l ¥cfw"Yov is .,.a .,..,xMip<a. 

3 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, 29; Diodor. xiii. ro6: the latter is discordant, 
owever, on many points. 
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where a general assembly of the victorious allies was con
vened, to determine in what manner the prisoners should be 
treated. In this assembly the most bitter inculpations were 
put forth against the Athenians, as to the manner in which 
they had recently dealt with their captives. The Athenian 
general Philokles, having captured a Corinthian and an Andrian 
trireme, had put the crews to death by hurling them headlong 
from a precipice. It was not difficult, in Grecian warfare, for 
each of the belligerents to cite precedents of cruelty against 
the other. In this debate some speakers affirmed that the 
Athenians had deliberated what they should do with their 
prisoners, in case they had been victorious at JEgospotami ; 
and that they had determined-chiefly on the motion oi 
Philokles, but in spite of the opposition of Adeimantus-that 
they would cut off the right hands of all who were captured. 
Whatever opinion Philokles may have expressed personally, it 
is highly improbable that any such determination was ever 

'faken by the Athenians.! In this assembly of the allies, how-
.~)rever, besides all that could be said against Athens with truth, 

.t!\l doubtless the most extravagant falsehoods found ready credence. 
\;, J.i All the Athenian prisoners captured at JEgospotami, 3000 or 
./I'~ 4000 in number, were massacred forthwith-Philokles himself 
~:,11'4.at their head.2 The latter, taunted by Lysander with his cruel 
hJJ.)xecution of the Corinthian and Andrian crews, disdained to 

~ 
return any answer, but placed himself in conspicuous vestments 

r'l at the head of the prisoners Jed out to execution. If we may 
believe Pausanias, even the bodies of the prisoners were left 
unburied. 

Never was a victory more complete in itself, more over
whelming in its consequences, or more thoroughly disgraceful 
to the defeated generals taken collectively, than that of 1Ego5· 

. _;otami. Whether it was in reality very glorious to Lysander, 
~._, ji'l~ doubtful; for the general belief afterwards-not merely at 
'V.l\ Athens, b~t seemingly in other parts of G~e.ece also-held that 

~
. )• e Atheman fleet had been sold to perdltlon by the treason 
~ of some of its own commanders. Of such a suspicion both 

vK-onon and Philokles stand dear. Adeimantus was named as 
..-<~ ;he chief traitor, and Tydeus along with him.s Konon even 
\J) I X h H II .. Thi . . . h . . . ~ t/' ' enop . e en. 11. I, JI. s story ts gtven wit vanatwns m 

,~ .A'(lllutarch, Lysand. c. 9, and by Cicero de Ollie. iii. r I. It is there the 
l.,v \!right thumb which is to be cut off-and the determination is alleged to 
V" have been taken in reference to the .iEginetans. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. I, 32; Pausan. ix. 32, 6; Plutarch, Lysand. c. IJ. 
s Xenoph. Hellen. ii. r, 32 ; Lysias cont. Alkib. A. s. 38 ; Pausan. iv. 

17, 2; x. 9, 5; Isokrates ad Philipp. Or. v. sect. 70. Lysias, in his 
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preferred an accusation against Adeimantus to this effect,1W • 
probably by letter written home from Cyprus, and perhaps by 7/ 
some formal declaration made several years afterwards, when~"'./ 
he returned to Athens as victor from the battle of Knidus."' 
The truth of the charge cannot be positively demonstrated, but 
all the circumstances of the battle tend to render it probable, 
as well as the fact that Konon alone among all the generals 1 
was found in a decent state of preparation. Indeed we may ,• 
add, that the utter impotence and inertness of the numerous 
Athenian fleet during the whole summer of 405 B.c., conspire 
to suggest a similar explanation. Nor could Lysander, master 
as he was of all the treasures of Cyrus, apply any portion of 
them more efficaciously than in corrupting one or more of the 1 
six Athenian generals, so as to nullify all the energy and ability , ~ 
of Konon. o/tc< 

The great defeat of .iEgospotami took place about September oJ'"'ttSJ' 
405 B.c. It was made known at Peirreus by the Paralus, which $..~'1 
arrived there during the night, coming straight from the Helles- t ),.J."; 
pont. Such a moment of distress and agony had never been V \!)3 
experienced at Athens. The terrible disaster in Sicily had ~~~", 
become known to the people by degrees, without any authorised 1\ ~!'2'\1 

reporter; but here was the official messenger, fresh from the · ~'(.,'.-" 
scene, leaving no room to question the magnitude of the ~· ··.,. 
disaster or the irreparable ruin impending over the city. The \1"4 ' 

wailing and cries of woe, first beginning in Peirreus, were trans- ',A/;f' 
mitted by the guards stationed on the Long Walls up to the':,.., ,1 
city. "On that night (says Xenophon) not a man slept; not 1ft' 
merely from sorrow for the past calamity, but from terror for 
the future fate with which they themselves were now menaced, 
a retribution for what they had themselves inflicted on the 
N~inetans, Melians, Skionreans, and others." After this night 
or misery, they met in public assembly on the following day, 
resolving to make the best preparations they could for a siege, 
to put the walls in full state of defence, and to block up two 
out of the three ports.2 For Athens thus to renounce her 
A6oyos 'E1rmf.cptos (s. 58), speaks of the treason, yet not as a matter of 
certainty. We cannot make out distinctly how many of the Athenian 
generals were captured at JEgospotami. 

Cornelius Nepo> (Lysand. c. I; Alcib. c. 8) notices only the disorder of 
the Athenian armament, not the corruption of the generals, as having 
caused the defeat. Nor does Diodorus notice the corruption (xiii. 105). 

Both these authors seem to have copied from Theopompus, in describing 
the battle of JEgospotami. His description differ> on many points from 
that of Xenophon (Theopomp. Fragm. 8, ed. Didot). 

1 Demosthen. de Fais. Legat. p. 401, c. 57· 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 3; Diodor. xiii. 107. 
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maritime action, the pride and glory of the city ever since the 
battle of Salamis-and to confine herself to a defensive attitude 
within her own walls-was a humiliation which left nothing 
w'i>rse to be endured except actual famine and surrender. 

?~~ysander was in no hurry to pass from the Hellespont to 
~·,)l! ~~ens. He knew that no further corn-ships from the Euxine, 

."\ · .. ·iind few supplies from other quarters, could now reach Athens; 
\ V•• and that the power of the city to hold out against blockade 
~· '\ must necessarily be very limited; the more limited, the greater 

the numbers accumulated within it. Accordingly he permitted 
the Athenian garrisons which capitulated, to go only to Athens, 
and nowhere else.1 His first measure was to make himself· 
master of Chalkedon and Byzantium, where he placed the 
Lacedremonian Sthenelaus as harmost with a garrison. Next 
he passed to Lesbos, where he made similar arrangements at 
Mitylene and other cities. In them, as well as in the other 
cities which now came under his power, he constituted an 
oligarchy of ten native citizens, chosen from among his most 
daring and unscrupulous partisans, and called a Dekarchy, or 
Dekadarchy, to govern in conjunction with the Lacedremonian 
harmost. Eteonikus was sent to the Thracian cities which had 
been in dependence on Athens to introduce similar changes. 
In Thasus, however, this change was stained by much blood
shed : there was a numerous philo-Athenian party whom 
Lysander caused to be allured out of their place of conceal
ment into the temple of Herakles, under the false assurance of 
an amnesty; when assembled under this pledge, they were all 
put to death. 2 Sanguinary proceedings of the like character, 
many in the presence of Lysander himself, together with large 
expulsions of citizens obnoxious to his new dekarchies1 signal
ised everywhere the substitution of Spartan for Athenian 
ascendency.3 But nowhere, except at Samos, did the citizens 
or the philo-Athenian party in the cities continue any open 
hostility, or resist by force Lysander's entrance and his revolu
tionary changes. At Samos they still held out: the people • 
had too much dread of that oligarchy, whom they had expelled I 
in the insurrection of 412 B.c., to yield without a further 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 2; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 13. 
2 Cornelius Nepos, Lysand. c. 2; Polya!n. i. 45, 4· It would appear 

that this is the same incident which Plutarch (Lysand. c. 19) recounts as 
if the Milesians, not the Thasians, were the parties suffering. It cannot 
well be the Milesians, however-if we compare chapter 8 of Plutarch's 
Life of Lysander. ~ 

3 Plutarch. Lysand. c. 13. wo71.71.a1s wapa-y<vop.•vos a~.,.~~ O'cf>a-ya<s Kal 
O'uv<.K/3&.71.7\wv 'TOVS 'Twv cpill.wv lx9po6s, &c. 

I 
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struggle,! With this single reserve, every city in alliance 
or dependence upon Athens submitted without resistance 
both to the supremacy and the subversive measures of the 
Lacedremonian admiral. \.A 

The Athenian empire was thus annihilated, and Athens left~. 
altogether alone. What was hardly less painful-all her", "" 
Kleruchs or out-citizens whom she had formerly planted in 

1

~Y 
1Egina, Melos, and elsewhere throughout the islands, as wel~i ~ 
as in the Chersonese, were now deprived of their propertiest\f~ 
and driven home.2 The leading philo-Athenians, too, at,r_. 
Thasus, Byzantium, and other dependent cities,3 were forced r..;.Y. 
to abandon their homes in the like state of destitution, and to 'j ~\ 
seek shelter at Athens. Everything thus contributed to aggra- ~ "' 
vate the impoverishment, and the manifold suffering, physical ~~ 
as well as moral, within her walls. Notwithstanding the pres- 01' 
sure of present calamity, however, and yet worse prospects for dJN'' 
the future, the Athenians prepared as best they could for an 
honourable resistance. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 6. eVBh o~ teal 1} ll.ll.l\.71 'Ell.ll.h ii'/JWTT~tc•• 
'A61)vaiwv, 7rll.~v ::f.af.Liwv· o'bToL li~ cr'/Jaf'O.S TCJv f'Vwplf.LWV 'II"OL~I1aVTES, tcaTeoxov 
Tt)V 'II"Oli.LV. 

I interpret the words 11<J>a71l.s Tow -yvwpl,..wv 'II"O<~I1aVT<S to refer to the 
violent revolution at Samos described in Thucyd. viii. 21-wbereby the 
oligarchy were dispossessed and a democratical government established. 
The word 11'/Jal'ds is used by Xenophon (Hellen. v. 4, 14) in a subsequent 
passage to describe the conspiracy and revolution effected by Pelopidas and 
his friends at Thebes. It is true that we might rather have expected the 
preterite participle 'II"E7rOL711<07"ES than the aorist 7ro<'h11awres. But this em
ployment of the aorist participle in a preterite sense is not uncommon 
with Xenophon : see tca7"11f'Op1,11as, o64as-i. I, 3 I ; f'EVOf.Ltvovs-i. 7, I I ; 
ii. 2, 20. 

It appears to me highly improbable that the Samians should have 
chosen this occasion to make a fresh massacre of their oligarchical citizens, 
as ~Mr. Mitford represel'ts. The democratical Samians must have been 
now humbled and intimidated, seeing their subjugation approaching ; and 
only determined to hold out by finding themselves already so deeply 
compromised through the former revolution. Nor would Lysander have 
,pared them personally afterwards, as we shall find that he did when be 
had them substantially in his power (ii. 3, 6), if they had now committed 
any fresh political massacre. 

2 Xenoph. Memorab. ii. 8, I ; ii. 10, 4; Xenoph. Sympos. iv. 3I. 
Compare Demosthen. cont. Leptin. c. 24, p. 491. 

A great number of new proprietors acquired land in the Chersonese 
through the Lacedremonian sway, doubtless in place of these dispossessed 
Athenians ; perhaps by purchase at a low price, but most probably by 
appropriation without purchase (Xenoph. Hellen. iv. 8, 5). 

• Xenoph. Hellen. i. 2, I ; Demosthen. cont. Leptin. c. I4, p. 474. 
F.kphantus and the other Thasian exiles received the grant of Meli.EL«, or 
immunity from the peculiar charges imposed upon metics at Athens. 



I 

\ 

200 History of Greece 
1 It was one of their first measures to provide for the restora

.Y~ion of harmony, and to interest all in the defence of the city, 
"~" 1~y removing every sort of disability under which individual 

.citizens might now be suffering. Accordingly Patrokleides
having first obtained special permission from the people, with
out which it would have been unconstitutional to make any 
nroposition for abrogating sentences judicially passed, or 
;leasing debtors regularly inscribed in the public registers
,ubmitted a decree such as had never been mooted since the 

. , period when Athens was in a condition equally desperate, 
during the advancing march of Xerxes. All debtors to the 
state, either recen,t or of long standing-all official persons 
now under investiga-~ion by the Logist::e or about to be brought 
before the dikastery on the usual accountability after office
all persons who were liquidating by instalment debts due to 
the public, or had given bail for sums thus owing-all persons 
who had been condemned either to total disfranchisement, or 
to some specific disqualification or disability-nay, even all 
those who, having been either members or auxiliaries of the 
Four Hundred, had stood trial afterwards, and had been con
demned to any one of the above-mentioned penalties-all 
these persons were pardoned and released ; every register of 
the penalty or condemnation being directed to be destroyed. 
From this comprehensive pardon were excepted-Those 
among the Four Hundred who had fled from Athens without 
standing their trial-Those who had been condemned either 
to exile or to death by the Areopagus or any of the other con
stituted tribunals for homicide, or for subversion of the public 
liberty. Not merely the public registers of all the condemna
tions thus released were ordered to be destroyed, but it was 
forbidden, under severe penalties, to any private citizen to keep 

I\ ~ copy of them, or to make any allusion to such misfortunes.1 

~~ ~ ~Pursuant to the comprehensive amnesty and forgiveness 

~
·-i;? ~adopted by the people in this decree of Patrokleides, the 

· f>~neral body of citizens swore to each other a solemn pledge 
' J1.'6ihnutual harmony in the acropolis. 2 The reconciliation thus 
'lf ;f\ij.vtroduced enabled them the better to bear up under their dis
~<(IY:,ress ; 3 especially as the persons relieved by the amnesty were 
, " 1 This interesting decree or psephism of Patrokleides is given at len~th 
~}I in the Oration of Andokides de Mysteriis, s. 76-So_.A li' dp1rra• l~ai\ellf!a•, 

p.Jq 1<E/CT~118a• lol~ p.'l)oevl E~e'iva<, p.'l)li~ p.V'I)IT<I<a/C~ITa< p.'l)lilrron. 
2 Andokid. de Myst. s. 76. Kal 1ri11TIII IJ.A)I.~i\o<s 1repl /Jp.ovoias ooiiva1 i11 

a1<po1rOi\<1. 
,8 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, II. TOVs aTip.ovs i-rr<Tip.ovs '/I"OI~ITaJITES lKap-

7EpovP. 
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for the most part not men politically disaffected, like the exiles. 
To restore the latter, was a measure which no one thought of: 
indeed a large proportion of them had been and were still at 
Dekeleia, assisting the Lacedremonians in their warfare against 
Athens.! But even the most prudent internal measures could 
do little for Athens in reference to her capital difficulty-that 
of procuring subsistence for the numerous population within 
her walls, augmented every day by outlying garrisons and 
dtizens. She had long been shut out from the produce of 
Attica by the garrison at Dekeleia: she obtained nothing from 
Eubrea, and since the late defeat of JEgospotami, nothing from 
the Euxine, from Thrace or from the islands. Perhaps some 
corn may still have reached her from Cyprus, and her small 
remaining navy did what was possible to keep Peirreus sup
plied, 2 in spite of the menacing prohibitions of Lysander, pre
ceding his arrival to block it up effectually; but to accumulate ·. 
any stock for a siege was utterly impossible. ~ 

At length, about November 405 B.c., Lysander reached the~ 
Saronic Gulf, having sent intimation beforehand both to Agis 1 • 

and to the Lacedremonians that he was approaching with a, 
fleet of 2oo triremes. The full Lacedremonian and Pelopon: "l 
nesian force (all except the Argeians), under King Pausanias~ 1 1 

was marched into Attica to meet him, and encamped in the\'"•' 
precinct of Akademus, at the gates of Athens ; while Lysandery;"' 
first coming to JEgina with his overwhelming fleet of rso sail,i\ ~
-next, ravaging Salamis,-blocked up completely the harbour'\' 
of Peirreus. It was one of his first measures to collect together 
the remnant which he could find of the JEginetan and Melian 
populations, whom Athens had expelled and destroyed ; and 
to restore to them the possession of their ancient islands.s 

Though all hope had now fled, the pride, the resolution, and 
tne despair of Athens, still enabled her citizens to bear up ; 
nor was it until some men actually began to die of hunger that 
they sent propositions to entreat peace. Even then their 

1 Andokid@s de Mysteriis, s. 8o-IOI ; Lysias, Orat. xviii. De Bonis 
Nicire F ratr. sect. 9· 

At what particular moment the severe condemnatory decree had been 
passed by the Athenian assembly against the exiles serving with the 
Lacedremonian garrison at Dekeleia-we do not know. The decree is 
mentioned by Lykurgus cont. Leokrat. sect. 122, 123, p. x64. 

2 Isokrat@s adv. Kallimachum, sect. 71 : compare Andokid@s de Reditu 
suo, sect. 2I, and Lysias cont. Diogeiton. Or. xxxii. sect. 22, about 
Cyprus and the Chersonese, as ordinary sources of supply of corn to 
Athens. 

3 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 9; Diodor. xiii. 107. 
H2 
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propositions were not without dignity. They proposed to Agis 

. \"vto become allies of Sparta, retaining their walls entire and their 
Y fortified harbour of Peineus. Agis referred the envoys to the 

". ,;r(Ephors at Sparta, to whom he at the same time transmitted a 
_~,· · · Jstatement of their propositions. But the Ephors, not deigning 
'{1\~en to admit the envoys to an interview, sent messengers to 
~./ meet them at Sellasia on the frontier of Laconia, desiring that 

'~~.\.they would go back and come again prepared with something 
:.- (\,llihore adm~s~ible-and acquai~ting the.m at .the san;e time that 
' /•\.'l?P propos1t10n could be received which d1d not mclude the 
N~ jl""6emolition of the Long Walls, for a continuous length of ten 
rtff ~dia. With this gloomy reply the envoys returned. Not-
• nY withstanding all the suffering in the city, the senate and people 
';/"~ould not consent even to take such humiliating terms into 

consideration. A senator named Archestratus, who advised 
·, that they should be accepted, was placed in custody, and a 

general vote was passed, 1 on the proposition of Kleophon, 
forbidding any such motion in future. 

Such a vote demonstrates the courageous patience both of 
' the senate and the people; but unhappily it supplied no im
~oved prospects, while the suffering within the walls continued 

t\A.. 
1
ft become more and more aggravated. Under these circum-

\-! '1' stances, Theramenes offered to go as envoy to Lysander and 
~ •. :tl Sparta, affirming that he should be able to detect what the real 
V intention of the Ephors was in regard to Athens,-whether YJ..' they really intended to root out the population and sell them 

.. /\as slaves. He pretended further to possess personal influence, r founded on circumstances which he could not divulge, such as 
(J J.would very probably ensure a mitigation of the doom. He was 7 accordingly sent, in spite of ~trong protest from the senate of 

· Areopagus and others ; yet With no express powers to conclude, 
1/'\ but simply to inquire and report. We hear with astonishment 

_) that he remained more than three months as companion of 
Lysander, who (he alleged) had detained him thus long, and 
had only acquainted him, after the fourth month had begun, 
that no one but the Ephors had any power to grant peace. It 
seems to have been the object of Theramenes, by this long 
delay, to wear out the patience of the Athenians, and to bring 
them into such a state of intolerable suffering that they would 
submit to any terms of peace which would only bring provisions 
into the town. In this scheme he completely succeeded; and 
considering how great were the privations of the people even at 
the moment of his departure, it is not easy to understand how 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 12-15; Lvsias cont. Agorat. sect. 1o-12. 
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they could have been able to sustain protracted and increasing 
famine for three months longer. 1 / , 

We make out little that is distinct respecting these last .\).~·;; 
moments of imperial Athens. We find only an heroic endur- • 
ance displayed, to such a point that numbers actually died of ¥~ 
starvation, without any offer to surrender on humiliating con-t~~ 
ditions. 2 Amidst the general acrimony, and exasperated'l yr 
special antipathies, arising out of such a state of misery, thti.... • 
leading men who stood out most earnestly for prolonged ~1/ 
resistance became successively victims to the prosecutions of -~ ~ 
their enemies. The demagogue Kleophon was condemnedt~<• 
and put to death, on the accusation of having evaded his 
military duty; the senate, whose temper and proceedings he 
had denounced, constituting itself a portion of the Dikastery 
which tried him-contrary both to the forms and the spirit 
of Athenian judicatures.3 Such proceedings, however, though 
denounced by orators in subsequent years as having contributed 
to betray the city into the hands of the enemy, appear to have 
been without any serious influence on the result, which was 
brought about purely by famine. '\.\J'• 

By the time that Theramenes returned after his long absence.t~·l' 
so terrible had the pressure become that he was sent forthj 11 
again with instructions to conclude peace upon any terms. On \11\8 
reaching Sellasia, and acquainting the Ephors that he brought vi 
with him unlimited powers for peace, he was permitted to 1'-4 

come to Sparta, where the assembly of the Peloponnesian con-· c,o. 
federacy was convened, to settle on what terms peace should be c) : 
granted. The leading allies, especially Corinthians and The bans,~ 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 16 ; Lysias, Orat. xiii. cont. Agorat. sect. 12; :·.~ 
Lysias, Orat. xii. cont. Eratosthen. sect. 65-7!. \""" . 

See an illustration of the great suffering during the siege, in Xenophon, ~ 
Af>t>log. Socrat. s. 18. 1&1 

2 Xer:oph. Hellen. ii. 2, 15-21 : compare Isokrates, Areopagit. Or. vii. _II" 

se~t. 73·. ... .J,! 
Lys1as, Orat. xm. cont. Agorat. sect. 15, r6, 37 ; Orat. xxx. cont. i. 

Xikomach. sect. I 3-I 7. \M"' 
This seems the most probable story as to the death of Kleophon, though Q~; 

the accounts are not all consistent, and the statement of Xenophon, 
especially (Hellen. i. 7, 35), is not to be reconciled with Lysias. Xenophon 
conceived Kleophon as having perished earlier than this period, in a 
sedition (<PrctueC:,s ortvos 'Y<vop.ev7}s ev y Kil.eocpwv & ... €8ave), before the flight 
of Kallixenus from his recognisances. It is scarcely possible that Kallixenus 
could have been still under recognisance, during this period of suffering 
between the battle of A<:gospotami and the capture of Athens. He must 

I have escaped before that battle. Neither long detention of an accused 
party in prison, before trial-nor long postponement of trial when he was 
under recognisance-were at all in Athenian habits. 



204 History of Greece 
recommended that no agreement should be entered into, nor 
any further measure kept, with this hated enemy now in their 
.£ower; but that the name of Athens should be rooted out, 
l;}ltd the population sold for slaves. Many of the other allies 
'seconded the same views, which would have probably com
!manded a majority, had it not been for the resolute opposition 

. itf the Lacedremonians themselves; who declared unequivocally 
\ · . ·~at they would never consent to annihilate or enslave a city 

.tich had rendered such capital service to all Greece at the 
, '."' t e of the great common danger from the Persians.1 Lysander 
•' , f' urther calculated on so dealmg with Athens, as to make her 
1 into a dependency, and an instrument of increased power, to 

/ ':1 Sparta apart from her allies. Peace was accordingly granted 
1' • 'on the following conditions : That the Long Walls and the 
~::'·'I fortifications of the Peirreus should be destroyed : That the 

Athenians should evacuate all their foreign possessions, and 
confine themselves to their own territory : That they should 
surrender all their ships of war: That they should re-admit all 
their exiles : That they should become allies of Sparta, follow
ing her leadership both by sea and land, and recognising the 
same enemies and friends. 2 

With this document, written according to Lacedremoni.an 
practice on a Skytale (or roll intended to go round a stick, of 
whkh the Lacedremonian commander had always one, and the 
Ephors another, corresponding), Theramenes went back to 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 19; vi. 5, 35-46; Plutarch. Lysand. c. 15. 
The Thebans, a few years afterwards, when they were soliciting aid 

from the Athenians against Sparta, disavowed this proposition of their 
delegate Erianthus, who had been the leader of the Bceotian contingent 
serving under Lysander at Mgospotami, honoured in that character by 
having his statue erected at Delphi, along with the other !lllied leaders 
who took part in the battle, and along with Lysander and Eteonikus 
(Pausan. x. 9, 4). • 

It is one of the exaggerations frequent with Isokrates, to serve a present 
purpose, when he says that the The bans were the only parties among all 
the Peloponnesian confederates, who gave iliis harsh anti-Athenian vote 
(lsokrates, Orat. Plataic. Or. xiv. sect. 34). 

Demosthenes says that the Phokians gave their vote in the same synod 
against the Theban proposition (Demosth. de Fals. Legat. c. 22, p. 361). 

It seems from Diodor. xv. 63, and Polyren. i. 45, 5, as well as from some 
passages in Xenophon himself, that the motives of the Lacedremonians, in 
thus resisting the proposition of the The bans against Athens, were founded 
in folicy more than in .. generosity. . ... 

Xenoph. Hellen. 11. 2, 20; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 14; Dwdor. xm. 107. 
Plutarch gives the express words of the Lacedremonian decree, some of 
which words are very perplexing. The conjecture of G. Hermann-a! 
xp?!ooot'I'E instead of &. XP'h o&v'I'Es-has been adopted into the text of 
Plutarch by Sintenis, though it seems very uncertain. 
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Athens. As he entered the city, a miserable crowd flocked~ 
round him, in distress anci. terror lest he should have failed II.~ 
altogether in his mission. The dead and the dying had now • ~\, 
become so numerous, that peace at any price was a boon ; !,"j.;, 
nevertheless, when he announced in the assembly the terms of ~i 
which he was bearer, strongly recommending submission to theW"'' 
Lacedremonians as the only course now open-there was still a • 
high-spirited minority who entered their protest, and preferred 
death by famine to such insupportable disgrace. The large 
majority however accepted them, and the acceptance was made 
known to Lysander.1 

It was on the r6th day of the Attic month Munychion 2 r ~I'J 
(about the beginning of April) that this victorious commandert ~ 
sailed into the Peirreus-twenty-seven years (almost exactly) ~'{y. 
after that surprise of Platrea by the Thebans, which opene~ 
the Peloponnesian war. Along with him came the Athenian J 
exiles, several of whom appeared to have been serving with his' '\
army, 3 and assisting him with their counsel. To the population~ l 
of Athens generally, his entry was an immediate relief, in spite ~~ 
of the cruel degradation, or indeed political extinction, with lc.N 
which it was accompanied. At least it averted the sufferings ~A; 
and horrors of famine, and permitted a decent interment of the''·. 
many unhappy victims who had already perished. The Lace-r ;I 
dremonians, both naval and military force, under Lysander and 1-' . 
Agis, continued in occupation of Athens until the conditions of ~ 
the peace had been fulfilled. All the triremes in Peirreus were V 
carried away by Lysander, except twelve, which he permitted ~ V 
the Athenians to retain: the Ephors in their Skytale had left it~ 
to his discretion what number he would thus allow.4 The ··~ 
unfinished ships in the dockyard were burnt, and the arsenals" , 
themselves ruined.5 To demolish the Long Walls and the if 
fmtifications of Peirreus, was however a work of some time ; 
and a certain number of days were granted to the Athenians, 
within which it was required to i:Je completed. In the beginning 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 23. Lys::as (Orat. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 71) 
lays the blame of this wretched and humiliating peace upon Theramen~s, 
who plainly ought not to be required to bear it: compare Lysias, Orat. 
xiii. cont. Agorat. s. 12-20. 

2 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 15. He says however that this was also the day 
on which the Athenians gained the battle of Salamis. This is incorrect : 
that victory was gained in the month Boedromion. 

3 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, r8. 
• Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 20-ii. 3, 8; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 14. 
D Plutarch, Lysand. c. IS; Lysias cont. Agorat. sect. so. r ... a~ Ta 

-relx'IJ ws Ka-recflccf.cp'l], Kal al vi)ES -ro'is 1ro/l.ep.lo•s '/l"aoeli601]uav, Kal -ra vec6p<a 
"aOpple71, &c. 
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of the work, the Lacedremonians and their allies all lent a 
hand, with the full pride and exultation of conquerors ; amidst 
women playing the flute and dancers crowned with wreaths; 
mingled with joyful exclamations from the Peloponnesian allies, 
that this was the first day of Grecian freedom.1 How many 
days were allowed for the humiliating duty imposed upon 
Athenian hands, of demolishing the elaborate, tutelary, and 
commanding works of their forefathers-we are not told. But 
the business was not completed within the interval named, so 
that the Athenians did not come up to the letter of the con
ditions, and had therefore by strict construction forfeited their 
title to the peace granted. 2 The interval seems however to 
have been prolonged; probably considering that for the real 
labour, as well as the melancholy character, of the work to be 
done, too short a time had been allowed at first. 

It appears that Lysander, after assisting at the solemn cere
mony of beginning to demolish the walls, and making such a 
breach as left Athens without any substantial means of resist
ance-did not remain to complete the work, but withdrew with 
~portion of his fleet to undertake the siege of Samos, which 

'• 1til eld out, leaving the remainder to see that the conditions 
l.~i\:,· ·' osed were fulfilled. 3 After so long an endurance of extreme 
,,1•. , isery, doubtless the general population thought of little except 
' ~(~ reli~f from famine and its accompaniments, without any disposi
r!6r:t" tion to contend against the fiat of their conquerors. If some 
~).~•hi ~spirited men formed an exception to the pervading depres
'N'"(, sio , and still kept up their courage against better days-there 
, .;s\ s at the same time a party of totally opposite character, to 
fl'~ ~hom the prostrate condition of Athens was a source of revenge 
· · j. for the past, exultation for the present, and ambitious projects 
)},y·, for the future. These were partly the remnant of that faction 

ch had set up (seven years before) the oligarchy of Foor 
ndred-and still more, the exiles, including several members 

tA' of the Four Hundred,4 who now fl.o~ked in from ~ll quarters. 
;_:, "' ~ Many of them had been long servmg at Dekele1a, and had 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 23. Kal Ta Tel XII tcaTtrnca7rTov fl1r' ab71.?1Tpiowv 
7ro71.71.p wpo8vp.l<f, vop.l(ovTes ltceiv71v T:qv 1)p.lpav 'TV 'Eil.71.do, lfpxew "Ti)s 
e71.ev8eplas. 

Plutarch, Lysand, c. 15. 
2 Lysias cont. Eratosth. Or. xii. sect. 75, p. 431 R; Plutarch, Lysand. 

c. IS; Diodor. xiv. 3· 
3 Lysander dedicated a golden crown to AtMn~ in the acropolis-which 

is recorded in the inscriptions among the articles belonging to the goddess. 
See Boeckh, Corp. Inscr. lnsc. Attic. Nos. rso-rsz, p. 235. 
' Lysias, Or. xiii. cont. Agorat. s. So. · 
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formed a part of the force blockading Athens. These exiles 
now revisited the acropolis as conquerors, and saw with delight 
the full accomplishment of that foreign occupation at which 
many of them had aimed seven years before, when they con
structed the fortress of Eetioneia, as a means of ensuring their 
own power. Though the conditions imposed extinguished at 
once the imperial character, the maritime power, the honour, 
and the independence of Athens, these men were as eager as 
Lysander to carry them all into execution; because the con
tinuance of the Athenian democracy was now entirely at his 
mercy, and because his establishment of oligarchies in the 
other subdued cities plainly intimated what he would do in this 
great focus of Grecian democratical impulse. 

Among these exiles were comprised Aristodemus and Ari- • 
stoteles,-both seemingly persons of importance, the former .;,.'t.;, 
having at one time been one of the Hellenotamire, the first'{-""' j 
financial office of the imperial democracy, and the latter an tJI: 
active member of the Four Hundred; 1 also Charikles, who~~ 
had been so distinguished for his violence in the investigation '-',.-' 
respecting the Hermre-and another man, of whom we now \ , : 
for the first time obtain historical knowledge in detail-Kritias, V'' 
son of Kallreschrus. He had been among the persons accusedfV<' · 
as having been concerned in the mutilation of the Hermre, and ~, 
seems to have been for a long time important in the political, t_. 
the literary, and the philosophical world of Athens. To all 
three, his abilities qualified him to do honour. Both his poetry, 
in the Solonian or moralising vein,-and his eloquence, pub
lished specimens of which remained in the Augustan age,
were of no ordinary merit. His wealth was large, and his 
family among the most ancient and conspicuous in Athens : 
one of his ancestors had been friend and companion of the 
lawgiver Solon. He was himseif maternal uncle of the philo
sopher Plato,2 and had frequented the society of Sokrates so 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 18-ii. 3, 46; Plutarch, Vit. X. Orator. Vit. 
Lycurg. init. 

M. E. Meier, in his Commentary on Lykurgus, construes this passage of 
Plutarch differently, so that the person therein specified as exile would be, 
not Aristodemus, but the grandfather of Lykurgus. But I do not think 
this construction justified: see Meier, Comm. de Lycurg. Villi, p. iv. 
(Hall, 1847). 

Respecting Charikl~s, see Isokrat.;s, Orat. xvi. De Bigis, s. 52. 
2 See Stallbaum's Preface to the Charmid~s of Plato, his note on the 

Timreus of Plato, p. 20 E, and the Scholia on the same passage. 
Kritias is introduced as taking a conspicuous part in four of the Platonic 

dialogues-Protagoras, Charmid~s, Timleus, and Kritias (the last, as it 
now exists, only a fragment)-4>not to mention the Eryxias. 
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much as to have his name intimately associated in the public 
mind with that remarkable man. We know neither the cause,. 
nor even the date of his exile, except so far, as that he was not 
in banishment immediately after the revolution of the Four 
Hundred-and that he was in banishment at the time when 
the generals \Yere condemned after the battle of Arginusre.1 
He had passed the time, or a part of the time, of his exile 
in Thessaly, where he took an active part in the sanguinary 
feuds carried on among the oligarchical parties of that lawless 
country. He is said to have embraced, along with a leader 
named (or surnamed) Prometheus, what passed for the demo
cratical side in Thessaly.; arming the Penestre or serfs against 
their masters. 2 What the conduct and dispositions of Kritias 
had been before this period, we are unable to say. But he 
brought with him now, on returning from exile, not merely 
an unmeasured and unprincipled lust of power, but also a 
rancorous impulse towards spoliation and bloodshed 3 which 
outran even his ambition, and ultimately ruined both his party 

I and himself. 
\:,:) Of all these ~e.turning_ ~xiles, anim_ated with min~led ven
;,<' 3eance and amb1t10n, KntJas was dec1dedly the leadmg man, 
· • '-.like Antiphon among the Four Hundred; partly from his 

,abilities, partly from the superior violence with which he carried 
,; ".out the common sentiment. At the present juncture, he and 
(.:!'1"ilis fellow-exiles became the most important persons in the city, 
\'~ · · as enjoying most the friendship and confidence of the con
\\ 'i .9.ue,rors. But the oligarchical party at home were noway 
~;ltfehind them, either in servility or in revolutionary fervour, and 
1;: an understanding was soon established between the two. Prob
' ably the old faction of the Four Hundred, though put down, 

had never wholly died out. At any rate, the political Hetreries 
or clubs, out of which it was composed, still remained, preparocl 
for fresh co-operation when a favourable moment should arrive; 
and the catastrophe of LEgospotami had made it plain to every 

The small remains of the elegiac poetry of Kritias are to be found in 
Schneidewin, DeJect. Poet. Gnec. p. 136 seq. Both Cicero (De Orat. ii. 
22, 93) and Dionys. Hal. (Judie. de Lysiil, c. 2, p. 454; Jud. de Isreo, 
p. 627) notice his historical compositions. 

About the concern of Kritias in the mutilation of the Hermre, as affirmed 
by Diogn~tus, see Andokides de Mysteriis, s. 47. He was first cousin of 
Andokides by the mother's side. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 35· 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 35 ; Memorab. i. 2, 24. 
a Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, I 5· ~ ... el o€ aln·os p.€v (Kritias) 7rpo7rET~S ~v brl 

'TO 71'0AAOVS "-71'0/C'TE'ivat, li-re Kal .pv-y~w V71'0 -roP of!p.ov, &c. 
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one that such moment could net be far distant. Accordingly 
a large portion, if not the majority, of the senators, became 
ready to lend themselves to the destruction of the democracy, 
and only anxious to ensure places among the oligarchy in 
prospect: 1 while the supple Theramenes-resuming his place 
as oligarchical leader, and abusing his mission as envoy to . 
wear out the patience of his half-famished countrymen-had, ~ 
during his three months' absence in the tent of Lysander'L~\ 
concerted arrangements with the exiles for future proceedings.2 ,J_ 

As soon as the city surrendered, and while the work ofc, ~ 
demolition was yet going on, the oligarchical party began to ,}. 
organise itself. The members of the political clubs again came 
together, and named a managing committee of Five, called 
Ephors in compliment to the .Lacedremonians, to direct the 
general proceedings of the party-to convene meetings when 
needful-to appoint subordinate managers for the various tribes 
-and to determine what propositions were to be submitted to 
the public assembly.8 Among these five Ephors were Kritias 
and Eratosthenes; probably Theramenes also. 

But the oligarchical party, though thus organised and~,.;, 
ascendent, with a compliant senate and a dispirited people, and ~~ 
with an auxiliary enemy actually in possession-still thought {\""!~ 
themselves not powerful enough to carry their intended changes 1}

without seizing the most resolute of the democratical leaders. · ~ 
Accordingly a citizen named Theokritus tendered an accusation ~'F 
to the senate against the general Strombichides, together with , J 
several others of the ?~mocratical generals and taxiarchs; sup-~~.,; 
ported by the depos1t10n of a slave or lowbom man, namedr· 
Agoratus. Although Nikias and several other citizens tried to 
prevail upon Agoratus to leave Athens, furnished him with the 
means of escape, and offered to go away with him themselves 
from Munychia until the politica:: state of Athens should come 
into a more assured condition 4-yet he refused to retire, 

1 Lysias cont. Agorat. Or. xiii. s. 23, p. 132. 
2 Lysias cont. Eratosth. Or. xii. s. 7S, p. 128. Theramenes is described 

(in his subsequent defence) ov••ol(....,v p.€v Tols rp .. ;"(ovuw lirt ot' o.?Jrlw 
~eo.rtli.Bo«v, &c. 

The general narrative of Xenophon, meagre as it is, harmonises with 
this. 

3 Lysias, cont, Eratosth. Or. xii. s. 44, p. 124. 'E""••o~ lie 71 vo.up.o.x(o. 
~eo.l 71 UVJJ.'/'opa TP 'li"OA€1 E"(EVETO. 07J)J.Oifpar(as ~.,., oliu7]s, liB•v r1}s <TTcl.u<ws 
~p~o.v, .,..,,.. ll,vopES ~cp opot tcart<TT7J<Tav v7ro .,.c;,, tcall.ov).ltv"'v 
~.,.alp"' v, uvva"f"'"f<ls ~-''" ,.c;,, 7roli.<Twv, ll,pxoVT<s oe ,.c;,, uvv"'f'oTiiw, lvo.nlo. 
a< rqJ vp.•,.'P'~' 1rll.~e •• 7rp&..,..,.on•s. 

4 Lysias, cont. Agorat. Or. xiii. s. 28 (p. 132)--s. 35, p. 133· Kal 
"'I"O.popp.luu.vTEs /iVo 'lfll.oi'a Movvvx(autv, eolovTo a!JTo5 (' A')'op&.Tov) 1ravTl 
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appeared before the senate, and accused the generals of being 
concerned in a conspiracy to break up the peace; pretending 
to be himself their accomplice. Upon his information, given 
both before the senate and before an assembly at Munychia, 
the generals, the taxiarchs, and several other citizens, men of 
high worth and courageous patriots, were put into prison, as 
well as Agoratus himself, to stand their trial afterwards before 
a dikastery consisting of 2ooo members. One of the parties 
:thus accused, Menestratus, being admitted by the public 
.assembly (on the proposition of Hagnodorus the brother-in
law of Kritias) to become accusing witness, named several 
dditional accomplices, who were also forthwith placed in 

stody.1 

Though the most determined defenders of the democratical 
~constitution were thus eliminated, Kritias and Theramenes 

\ . ..(.still further ensured the success of their propositions by invok
~~.lng the presence of Lysander from Samos. The demolition of 
.f'l"l);" the walls had been completed, the main blockading army had 
Cl- ,\disbanded, and the immediate pressure of famine had been 
-- ,.""tJD;lOved-when an assembly was held to determine on future 

·modifications of the constitution. A citizen named Drakon
'r tides 2 moved that a Board of Thirty should be named, to draw 

up laws for the future government of the city, and to manage 

.,-p&,rcp a1reX8e'iv 'A8~11'1)8EII, 1<al aDTol fcpauav O'VIIEI<'ITAEVO'e'iu8a<, (! Cd s T tt 
1rp&.'Yp.a.,-a Ka.,-au.,-a£17, &c. 

Lysias represents the accusation of the generals, and this behaviour of 
_ '\.goratus, as having occurred before the surrender of the city, but after the 
.return of Theramenes bringing back the final terms imposed by the 
Laced:emonians. He thus so colours it, that Agoratus, by getting the 
generals out of the way, was the real cause why the degrading peace 
brought by Theramenes was accepted. Had the generals remained at 
large (he affirms), they would have prevented the acceptance of this 
degrading peace, and would have been able to obtain better terms frol!l 
the Lacedremonians (see Lysias cont. Agor. s. 16-20). 

Without questioning generally the matters of fact set forth by Lysias in 
this oration (delivered a long time afterwards, sees. 90), I believe that he 
misdates them, and represents them as having occurred before the surrender, 
whereas they really occurred after it. We know from Xenophon, that 
when Theramenes came back the second time with the real peace, the 
people were in such a state of famine, that further waiting was impossible : 
the peace was accepted immediately that it was proposed ; cruel as it was, 
the people were glad to get it (Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 22). Besides, how 
could Agoratus be conveyed with two vessels out of Munychia, when the 
harbour was closely blocked up? and what is the meaning of €"'s Tel: 
1<p&."'fp.aTa 1<aTaO'Tal17, referred to a moment just before the surrender? 

I Lysias cont. Agorat. Or. xiii. s. 38, 6o, 68. 
2 Lysias cont. Eratosth. Or. xii. s. 74; compare Aristotle ap. Schol. ad 

Aristophan. Vesp. I57· 
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provisionally the public affairs, until that task should be com
pleted. Among the Thirty persons proposed, pre-arranged by 
Theramenes and the oligarchical five Ephors, the most pro
minent names were those of Kritias and Theramenes : there 
were, besides, Drakontides himself-Onomakles, one of the 
Four Hundred who had escaped-Aristoteles and Charikles, 
both exiles newly returned-Eratosthenes-and others whom~ .;..I 
we do not know, but of whom probably several had also been "'t~ 
exiles or members of the Four Hundred.1 Though this was al\"5• 
complete abrogation of the constitution, yet so conscious were~"!.l 
the conspirators of their own strength, that they did not deem . 
it necessary to propose the formal suspension of the Graphe " ' 
Paranomon, as had been done prior to the installation of the of 
former oligarchy. Still, notwithstanding the seizure of the -(. 
leaders and the general intimidation prevalent, a loud murmur 
of repugnance was heard in the assembly at the motion of 
Drakontides. But Theramenes rose up to defy the murmur, 
telling the assembly that the proposition numbered many 
partisans even among the citizens themselves, and that it had 
further the approbation of Lysander and the Lacedxmonians. 
This was presently confirmed by Lysander himself, who 
addressed the assembly in person. He told them, in a menac
ing and contemptuous tone, that Athens was now at his mercy, 
since the walls had not been demolished before the day specified, 
and consequently the conditions of the promised peace had 
been violated. He added that if they did not adopt the 
recommendation of Theramenes, they would be forced to take 
thought for their personal safety instead of for their political 
constitution. After a notice at once so plain and so crushing, 
further resistance was vain. The dissentients all quitted the 
assembly in sadness and indignation; while a remnant-accord
i~g to Lysias, inconsiderable in number as well as worthless in 
character-stayed to vote acceptance of the motion.2 

Seven years before, Therarnenes had carried, in conjunction 
with Antiphon and Phrynichus, a similar motion for the installa
tion of the Four Hundred; extorting acquiescence by domestic 
terrorism as well as by multiplied assassinations. He now, in 
conjunction with Kritias and the rest, a second time extinguished 
the constitution of his country, by the still greater humiliation 
of a foreign conqueror dictating terms to the Athenian peoplt: 
assembled in their own Pnyx. Having seen the Thirty regularly 
constituted, Lysander retired from Athens to finish the siege of 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 2. 
2 Lysias cont. Eratosth. Or. xii. s. 74-77. 
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Samos, which still held out. Though blocked up both by land 
and sea, the Samians obstinately defended themselves for some 
months longer until the close of the summer. It was not until 
the last extremity that they capitulated; obtaining permission 
for every freeman to depart in safety, but with no other property 
except a single garment. Lysander handed over the city and 
the properties to the an<;ient citizens-that is, to the oligarchy 
and their partisans who had been partly expelled, partly dis
franchised, in the revolution eight years before. But he placed 
the government of Samos, as he had dealt with the other cities, 
in the hands of one of his Dekarchies, or oligarchy of Ten 
S ·ans chosen by himself; leaving Thorax as Lacedremonian 

ost, and doubtless a force under him.l 
aving thus finished the war, and trodden out the last spark 

~.:; of resistance, Lysander returned in triumph to Sparta. So 
\:i~imposing a triumph never fell to the lot of any Greek, either 
'-' ,;. before or afterwards. He brought with him every trireme out 
;{' (-9f the harbour of Peirreus, except twelve left to the Athenians 
\);J\ as a concession : he brought the prow-ornaments of all the 
ViJ' ships captured at .tEgospotami and elsewhere : he was loaded 

.. · flw~ goldeJ?- ~rowns, voted to him by the various cities : and he 
),> rf#rJher exh1b1ted a sum of money not less than 470 talents, the 
;·,~f.··r&nnant of those treasures which Cyrus had handed over to 
~~~ ''!t'iim for the prosecution of the war. 2 That sum had been 

1:1 greater, but is said to have been diminished by the treachery 
, bf Gylippus, to whose custody it had been committed, and 

,f who sullied by such mean peculation the laurels which he had 
• so gloriously earned at Syracuse.3 Nor was it merely the 

triumphant evidences of past exploits which now decorated this 
returning admiral. He wielded besides an extent of real power 
greater than any individual Greek either before or after. 
Imperial Sparta-as she had now become-was as it wete 
personified in Lysander, who was master of almost all the 
insular Asiatic and Thracian cities, by means of the harmosts 
!Lg~ the native Dekarchies named by himself and selected from 

.~~creatures. To this state of things we shall presently return, 
t.Jl: when we have followed the eventful history of the Thirty at 
\~,Athens. 
to • hese Thirty men-the parallel of the Dekarchies whom 

ysander had constituted in the other cities-were intended 
r the same purpose, to maintain the city in a state of humilia

ion and dependence upon Lacedremon, and upon Lysander as 
l Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 6-8. 2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, 8. 
s Plutarch, Lysand. c. 16 ; Diodor. xiii. 106. 
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the representative of Laced[emon. Though appointed, in the{\~ 
pretended view of drawing up a scheme oflaws and constitution t} 
for Athens, they were in no hurry to commence this duty.\} 
They appointed a new senate, composed of co)llpliant, assured, t1l \ 
and oligarchical persons ; including many of the returned \ 
exiles who had been formerly in the Four Hundred, and many 
also of the preceding senators who were willing to serve their 
designs.1 They further named new magistrates and officers; a 
new Board of Eleven, to manage the business of police and the 
public force, with Satyrus, one of their most violent partisans, 
as chief; a Board of Ten, to govern in Peirreus ; 2 an archon to 
give name to the year, Pythodorus-and a second or King
Archon, Patrokles, 3 to offer the customary sacrifices on behalf 
of the city. While thus securing their own ascendency, and 
placing all power in the hands of the most violent oligarchical 
partisans, they began by professing reforming principles of the 
strictest virtue; denouncing the abuses of the past democracy, 
and announcing their determination to purge the city of evil
doers. 4 The philosopher Plato-then a young man about 
twenty-four years old, of anti~democratical politics, and nephew 
of Kritias-was at first misled, together with various others, by 
these splendid professions. He conceived hopes, and even 
received encouragement from his relations, that he might play 
an active part under the new oligarchy. 5 Though he soon 
came to discern how little congenial his feelings were with 
theirs, yet in the beginning doubtless such honest illusions 
contributed materially to strengthen their hands. ~ 

In execution of their design to root out evil-doers, thev\" 
Thirty first laid hands on some of the most obnoxious j( 
politicians under the former democracy-" men (says Xeno~~. 
phon) whom every one knew to live by making calumnious ~ 
accusations (called Sycophancy), and who were pronounced in CJ. 
their enmity to the oligarchical citizens." How far most o(\-1, 
these men had been honest or dishonest in their previous 
political conduct under the democracy, we have no means of ~ / 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 2, I I ; Lysias cont. Agorat. Orat. xiii. sect. 23-So. 
Tisias, the brother-in-law of Chariklt!s, was a member of this senate 

(lsokrat~s, Or. xvi. De Bigis, s. 53). 
2 Plato, Epist. vii. p. 324 B ; Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 54· 
3 Isokrati:s cont. Kallimach. Or. xviii. s. 6, p. 372. 
4 Lysias, Orat. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 5, p. I2I- 'E1r<tB~ 5' oi ,.p,J.Kowra. 

11"0V'I)pol }L~V /Cal Cf IJ IC IH/lCJ. V'T a I ~V'TES £ls 'T~V apx~v /CaTt<IT'I)CfaV, f/>tlVICOVTES 
ll~ xpiiva.• 'TWV M!ICoW 1Ca6apav 1J"Oiijcra.• 'T~V 1J"Oii.IY, Ka.l 'TOVs ii.OI11"0Vs ... o!l.lra.s 
i1r' apE'T~V /Cal liiiCU.IO<IVV'I)V rpa1rtcr6a1, &c. 

ij Plato, Epist. vii. p. 324 B, C. 
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).~ ~~ermining. But among them were comprised Strombichides 

~ : tttnd the ot~er dem~cratical officer~ who had been i~priso~ed 
; ~'\.mder the mformat10n of Agoratus; men whose chief cnme 
··:.'consisted in a strenuous and inflexible attachment to the 
!.-~~.democracy. The persons th~s seized were _brought to trial 
~ .'j'i'hefore the new senate appomted by the Thirty-contrary to 
,v V1-e vote of the people, which had decreed that Strombichides 
.j- }tnd his companions should be tried before a dikastery of zooo 
1 H citizens,! But the dikastery, as well as all the other demo
'{~' cratical institutions, were now abrogated, and no judicial body 
tf' was left except the newly-constituted senate. Even to that 

senate, though composed of their own partisans, the Thirty did 
not choose to entrust the trial of the prisoners, with that secrecy 
of voting which was well known at Athens to be essential to 

)
11 the free and genuine expression of sentiment. Whenever 
't.frrisoners were tried, the Thirty were themselves present in the 

;.~enate·house, sitting on the benches previously occupied by 
~V the Prytanes : two tables were placed before them, one signify
"'').)ing condemnation-the other, acquittal; and each senator was r' ~required to deposit his pebble, openly before them, either on 
l.l Jne or on the other.2 It was not merely judgement by the 
.jJ senate-but judgement by the senate under pressure and 

yl :!•intimidation by the all-powerful Thirty. It seems probable 
, ('. that neither any semblance of defence, nor any exculpatory 
f ,, ·· witnesses, were allowed ; but even if such formalities were not 

/ 1 • \Vholly dispensed with, it is certain that there was no real trial, 
!; ·, ~nd that condemnation was assured beforehand. Among the 
.-·' .. ~great numbers whom the Thirty brought before the senate, not 
;.1 ..(!single man was acquitted except the informer Agoratus, who 
,.,,...Jil_ris brought to trial as an accomplice along with Strombichides 
• lt·..-:~nd his companions, but was liberated in recompense for the 
~"' linformation which he had given against them.s The statement 
r;,.' jJ)f Isokrates, Lysias, and others-that the victims of the Thi~ty, 
v·~ · even when brought before the senate, were put to death untned 

-is authentic and trustworthy: many were even put to death 
by simple order from the Thirty themselves, without any 
cognisance of the senate. 4 

In regard to the persons first brought to trial, however,
whether we consider them, as Xenophon intimates, to have 
been notorious evil-doers, or to have been innocent sufferers 

1 Lysias cont. Agorat. s. 38. 
2 Lysias cont. Agorat. s. 40. 8 Lysias cont. Agorat. s. 41. 
4 Lysias cont. Eratosth. s. 18 ; Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 51 ; Isokrat. 

Orat. xx. cont. Lochit. s. 15, p. 397· 
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by the reactionary vengeance of returning oligarchical exiles,"'\,.!. 
as was the case certainly with Strombichides and the officerr ' 
accused along with him,-there was little necessity for any cone '..f' 
straint on the part of the Thirty over the senate. That body 1 .,..A 
itself partook of the sentiment which dictated the condemnation,~ 
and acted as a willing instrument; while the Thirty themselves ·"r. 
were unanimous,-Theramenes being even more zealous than'.~··. 
Kritias in these executions, to demonstrate his sincere antipathy Jv~• 
towards the extinct democracy.1 As yet too, since all the per·\": 
sons condemned (justly or unjustly) had been marked politicians, u.' 
-so, all other citizens who had taken no conspicuous part in I(• 
politics, even if they disapproved of the condemnations, had not · 
been led to conceive any apprehension of the like fate for them
selves. Here then Theramenes, and along with him a portion 
of the Thirty as well as of the senate, were inclined to pause. 
While enough had been done to satiate their antipathies, by 
the death of the most obnoxious leaders of the democracy 
-they at the same time conceived the oligarchical govern
ment to be securely established, and contended that further 
bloodshed would only endanger its stability, by spreading 
alarm, multiplying enemies, and alienating friends as well as 
neutrals. ~·"' 

But these were not the views either of Kritias or of the Thirty 
generally, who surveyed their position with eyes very different 
from the unstable and cunning Theramenes, and who had \.) 
brought with them from exile a long arrear of vengeance yet to•~ 
be appeased. Kritias knew well that the numerous population .I':Y 
of Athens were devotedly attached, and had good reason to be v-·' 
attached, to their democracy ; that the existing government had .~ 
been imposed upon them by force, and could only be upheld by ~ 
force; that its friends were a narrow minority, incapable off\\'
sestaining it against the multitude around them all armed ; that r) 
there were still many formidable enemies to be got rid of, so that1, . it was indispensable to invoke the aid of a permanent Lacedre: ."' 
monian garrison in Athens, as the only condition not only ofY 
their stability as a government, but even of their personal safety. 
In spite of the opposition of Theramenes--1Eschines and Ari
stoteles, two among the Thirty, were despatched to Sparta to 
solicit aid from Lysander; who procured for them a Lacedce
monian garrison under Kallibius as harmost, which they engaged 
to maintain without any cost to Sparta, until their government 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 12, 28, 38. Ail.,.os (Theramen<!s) ~trf.AttrTa. 
l ~ 0 p f' 1, 0' as nf'US' Tois 7rpW'I'OIS 07ra-yop.EVOIS ~s fJp.us BlK1jV ~'lri'I'!O.!vcu, 
&c. 
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~ ,:4~uld be confirmed by putting the evil-doers out of the way.l 
I/ ?K£llibius was not only installed as master of the acropolis-full 
, .pSit was of the mementos of Athenian glory-but was further 
~~o caressed and won over by the Thirty, that he lent himself to 
i-everything which they asked. They had thus a Lacedremonian 

. ~· military force constantly at their command, besides an organised 
·:;, ~and of youthful satellites and assassins, ready for any deeds of 
< ·_./ ·,violence ; and they proceeded to seize and put to death many 
·· ,.:;..."titizens, who were so distinguished for their courage and patriot
,;: ·. is!Jl, as to be likely to serve as leaders to the public discontent . 
. *'',(Several of the best men in Athens thus successively perished, 

:' '\}!'.l.vhile Thrasybulus, Anytus, and many others, fearing a similar · 
I fate, fled out of Attica, leaving their property to be confiscated 

and appropriated by the oligarchs ; 2 who passed a decree of 
exile against them in their absence, as well as against Alkibiades.3 

_ These successive acts of vengeance and violence were warmly 
;_, ·;·(<ljposed by Theramenes, both in the Council of Thirty and 
/ j;r_ the senate. The persons hitherto executed (he said) had y-.. '>..·i deserved their death because they were not merely noted poli

. ~;, ticians under the democracy, but also persons of marked 
1 ·~ ~}'hostility to oligarchical men. But to inflict the same fate on 
\ , .,.., 9thers, who had manifested no such hostility, simply because 

/'they had enjoyed influence under the democracy would be 
· ,..unjust: "Even you and I (he reminded Kritias) have both said 

'_4 _ -~and done many things for the sake of popularity." But Kritias 
'\: Jreplied-" We cannot afford to be scrupulous: we are engaged 

: '· in a scheme of aggressive ambition, and must get rid of those 
:·' '.,. tho are best able to hinder us. Though we are Thirty in num
.AV ,J'6er, and not one-our government is not the less a despotism, 
'· ;r' rttnd must be guarded by the same jealous precautions. If you 

::., ,,.}hink otherwise, you must be simple-minded indeed." Such 
I' 1/.r ~ere the sentiments which animated the majority of the Thtrty 
( \ln.ot less than Kritias, and which prompted them to an endless 
~/'?string of seizures and executions. It was not merely the less 
VIP obnoxious democratical politicians who became their victims, 

~ but men of courage, wealth, and station, in every vein of political 
feeling : even oligarchical men, the best and most high-principled 
of that party, shared the same fate. Among the most dis-

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. J, I 3· ~cos oh 'TO OS 1rOP1Jpol!s ~IC'IrOOWP 1rUI1JO'&.!'.P0t 
ICaTaO"T-ijO"atVTO ThP 7rOJI.tT<lav. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, IS, 23, 42; Isokrat. cont. Kallimach. Or. xviii. 
s. JO, P· 37 5· 

• Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 42-ii. 4, I4. ol oe «al ovx li1rcos l&Ou<ovv..-u, 
all.ll.' ova' ~1rt01J!J.OVIITES iqwya1ievO!£E8a, &c. 

Isokrates, Orat. xvi. De Bigis, s. 46, p. 355· 
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tinguished sufferers were, Lykurgus,1 belonging to one of the 
most eminent sacred Gentes in the state; a wealthy man named 

.. Antiphon, who had devoted his fortune to the public service 
with exemplary patriotism during the last years of the war, and 
had furnished two well-equipped triremes at his own cost ; 
Leon, of Salamis; and even Nikeratus (son of Nikias, who had 
perished at Syracuse), a man who inherited from his father not 
only a large fortune, but a known repugnance to democratical 
politics, together with his uncle Eukrates, brother of the same 
Nikias.2 These were only a few among the numerous victims, 
who were seized-pronounced to be guilty by the senate or by 
the Thirty themselves-handed over to Satyrus and the Eleven 

l -and condemned to perish by the customary draught ot;.,, I. 
hemlock. 'XV ~ 

The circumstances accompanying the seizure of Leon deserve V.,. 
particular notice. In putting to death him and the other~~\ 
victims, the Thirty had several objects in view, all tending to [I~ 
the stability of their dominion. First, they thus got rid of .. ~·~ 
citizens generally known and esteemed, whose abhorrence they~, 
knew themselves to deserve, and whom they feared as likely to 'w~,.1 
head the public sentiment against them. Secondly, the property\;-. 
of these victims, all of whom were rich, was seized along with )J 
their persons, and was employed to pay the satellites whoset 
agency was indispensable for such violences-especially Kalli- t, ... ··, 
bius and the Laced::emonian hoplites in the acropolis. But fc 
besides murder and spoliation, the Thirty had a further purpose, : 
if possible, yet more nefarious. In the work of seizing their "' : 
victims, they not only employed the hands of these paid satel-.,\( 
lites, but also sent along with them citizens of station and ~ 
respectability, whom they constrained by threats and intimidation 
to lend their personal aid in a service so thoroughly odious. 
B;f such participation, these citizens became compromised and 
imbrued in crime, and as it were, consenting parties in the 
public eye to all the projects of the Thirty; 3 exposed to the 

1 Plutarch, Vit. X. Orator, p. 838. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 39-41; Lysias, Orat. xviii. De Bonis Nicire 

Fratris, s. S-8. 
~ Plato, Apol. Socr. c. 20, p. 32. 'E:r!'€13~ 3~ 311.•-yapxla i-yeveTo, ol 

TpiCI.J<oV'Ta a~ f'€'Ta1rEf'>jiii.}LEVO( f'€ '1rEfJ.1r'TOV aU'TOV EJS 'T~V 8oA.oJi wpoUETa.{av 
~-ya-yei'v tit })aA.aJL'ivos AlavTa 'TtiP })al\.a}Livwv, Yv' ~:rraOdvm • o 1 a 11 ~ "a l 
/111.7\.oiS tJ<ELVOI :rroll.li.OLS :rrpoiTeTaTTOV, {3ovli.Of'<VOI WS 71'11.<[
IT'TOtJS ava:rrll.i)ITal alTIWJI, 

Isokrat. cont. Kallimach. Or. xviii. s. 23, p. 374· ~v!o1s ~eal :rrpoiTlTaTTOV 
~~a}'apTdv••v. Compare also Lysias, Or. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 32. 

V..'e learn, from Andokid~s de Myster. s. 94, that Mel~tus was one of the 
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same general hatred as the latter, and interested for their own 
safety in maintaining the existing dominion. Pursuant to their 
general plan of implicating unwilling citizens in their misdeeds, 
the Thirty sent for five citizens to the Tholus or Government· 
house, and ordered them, with terrible menaces, to cross over 
to Salamis and bring back Leon as prisoner. Four out of the 
five obeyed: the fifth was the philosopher Sokrates, who refused 
all concurrence and returned to his own house, while the other 
four went to Salamis and took part in the seizure of Leon. 
Though he thus braved all the wrath of the Thirty, it appears 
that they thought it expedient to leave him untouched. But 
the fact that they singled him out for such an atrocity-an old 
man of tried virtue, both private and public, and intellectually 
commanding, though at the same time intellectually unpopular 
-shows to what an extent they carried their system of forcing 
unwilling participants ; while the further circumstance that he 
was the only person who had the courage to refuse, among four 
others who had yielded to intimidation, shows that the policy 
was for the most part successfuJ.l The inflexible resistance of 
Sokrates on this occasion stands as a worthy parallel to his con
duct as Prytanis in the public assembly held on the conduct of 
the generals after the battle of Arginusre (described in the 
preceding chapter), wherein he obstinately refused to concur in 
putting an illegal question. 

1 
,,J Such multiplied cases of execution and spoliation naturally 

'

"\• l@ed the city with surprise, indignation, and terror. Groups 
~ malcontents got together, and voluntary exiles became more 

f)! and more numerous. All these circumstances furnished ample 
;t1 Vmaterial for the veh.ement opposition of Theramenes, and 

1 tended to increase his party ; not indeed among the Thirty 
t?, emselves, but to a certain extent in the senate, and still more 

~
·ong the body of the citizens. He warned his colleagues 

' hat they were incurring daily an increased amount of public 
odium, and that their government could not possibly stand, 

~ J.I!jlless they admitted into partnership an adequate number of 
'~ ~zens, having direct interests in its maintenance. He pro
~#ed that all those competent by their property to serve the 
~~a~~ either on horseback or with heavy armour, should be 

I) \\!fonstituted citizens; leaving all the poorer freemen, a far 

~ parties who .actually arrested Leon, and brought him up for condemnation. 
It is not probable that this was the same person who afterwards accused 
Sokratils. It may possibly have been his father, who bore the same name; 
but there is nothing to determine the point. 

1 Plato, Apol. Sokrat. ut sup. ; Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 9-23. 
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arger number, still disfranchised.! Kritias and the Thirty 
ejected this proposition; being doubtless convinced-as the 
<'our Hundred had felt seven years before, when Theramenes 
lemanded of them to convert their fictitious total of Five 
fhousand into a real list of as many living persons-that "to 
~nrol so great a number of partners, was tantamount to a 
lownright democracy." 2 But they were at the same time no 
nsensible to the soundness of his advice: moreover they began 
o be afraid of him personally, and to suspect that he 
ikely to take the lead in a popular opposition against them, as 
1e had previously done against his colleagues of the Four 
nundred. They therefore resolved to comply in part with his 
·ecommendations, and accordingly prepared a list of 3ooo 
Jersons to be invested with the political franchise; chosen, as 
nuch as possible, from their own known partisans and from 
Jligarchical citizens. Besides this body they also counted on 
:he adherence of the Horsemen, among the wealthiest citizens 
Jf the state. These Horsemen or Knights, taking them as 
t class-the thousand good men of Athens, whose virtues 
!\ristophanes sets forth in hostile antithesis to the alleged 
iemagogic vices of Kleon-remained steady supporters of the 
fhirty throughout all the enormities of their career.3 What 
)rivileges or functions were assigned to the chosen 3ooo, we 
io not hear, except that they could not be condemned without 
:he warrant of the senate, while any other Athenian might be 
Jut to death by the simple fiat of the Thirty. 4 

A body of partners thus chosen-not merely of fixed number, 
Jut of picked oligarchical sentiments-was by no means the 
1ddition which Theramenes desired. While he commented on 
:he folly of supposing that there was any charm in the number 
3ooo-as if it embodied all the merit of the city, and nothing 
:l'!;;e but merit-he admonished them that it was still insufficient 
ror their defence : their rule was one of pure force, and yet 
inferior in force to those over whom it was exercised. Again 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 17, 19, 48. From s. 48, we see that Theramenes 
1ctually made this proposition-To p.lvTo< ulw 'To!s avvap.lvo<s Kal p.eO' 1'11"11"wv 
<a) p.E7' lunr£/'iwv wrpell.i;v T~}V 'll"OAl'Tflav, 11' p 0 <T 8 E V ll pI <T 'T 0 V 1rt 0 V p.1/ P 
ilva<, Kal vvv ov p.<Ta{3all.ll.op.a<. 

This proposition, made by Theramenes and rejected by the Thirty, 
~xplains the comment which he afterwards made when they drew up their 
;pecial catalogue or roll of 3000; which comment otherwise appears 
un>uitable. 

" Thucyd. viii. 89-92. 'TO p.~v KaTU.<TT7i<Ta< p.eT&xovs TO<TOVTovs, lfvnKpvs 
~v l'ifip.ov 1ryovp.Er1o<. 

3 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 18, 19; ii. 4, 2, 8, 24. 
4 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 51. 
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the Thirty acted upon his admonition, but m a way very 
different from that which he contemplated. They proclaimed 
a general muster, and examination of arms, to all the hoplites 
in Athens. The 3ooo were drawn up in arms altogether in the 
market-place; but the remaining hoplites were disseminated in 
small scattered companies and in different places. After the 
review was over, these scattered companies went home to thei~ 

""- meal, leaving their arms piled at the various places of muster 
\But the adherents of the Thirty, having been forewarned an 
I kept together, were sent at the proper moment, along with th 
1 Laceda;monian mercenaries, to seize the deserted arms, whid 
were deposited under the custody of Kallibius in the acropolis 

· All the hoplites in Athens, except the Three Thousand and/ 
! the remaining adherents of the Thirty, were disarmed by this

1 
krafty manceuvre, in spite of the fruitless remonstrance o 

I 'fheramenes.1 

; (\•t/Kritias and his colleagues, now relieved from all fear eithel 
:Y'of Theramenes, or of any other internal opposition, gave loose 
:,
1 

more unsparingly than ever, to their malevolence and rapacity 
·r putting to death both many of their private enemies, and man. 
·\"rich victims for the purpose of spoliation. A list of suspecte1 
\.~ersons wa~ drawn up, in which each of their adheret;ts wa 
1;.;allowed to msert such names as he chose, and from wh1ch th· 
,)•.,ictims were generally taken.2 Among informers who thu 
i' gave in names for destruction, Batrachus and LEschylides f 

stood conspicuous. The thirst of Kritias for plunder as well 
as for bloodshed only increased by gratification ; 4 and it was 
not merely to pay their mercenaries, but also to enrich them
selves separately, that the Thirty stretched everywhere theiJ 
murderous agency, which now mowed down metics as well a: 
citizens. Theognis and Peison, two of the Thirty, affirmec 

/
,.. that many among the metics were hostile to the oligarcliy, 

besides being opulent men. Accordingly, the resolution wa< 
adopted that each of the rulers should single out any of thes€ 
victims that he pleased, for execution and pillage; care beinr 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 20, 41 : compare Lysias, Orat. xii. cant 
Eratosth. s. 4I. 

2 Xenoph. Hrllen. ii. 3, 21 ; Isokrates adv. Euthynum, s. 5, p. 401 
Isokrates cont. Kallimach. s. 23, p. 375; Lysias, Or. xxv. tl.71p.. KaTall 
'A?to.\, s. 21, p. I73· 

The two passages of Isokrates sufficiently designate what this list 
Ka'Tci..\o-yos must have been; but the name by which he calls it-o p.er· 
Avrr&.vopov (or ITEt<Tci.vopov) KaT&.\o-yos-is not easy to explain. 

3 Lysias, Orat. vi. cont. Andokid. s. 46; Or. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 4<;. 
4 Xenoph. Memor. i. 2, 12. KptT[as p.ev -yi'tp Twv (v Tjl o.\t-yapxt 

"trci.V'TWV K.\€?t'T(rJTet'T6S T€ /Ca) {3tat6'Tet'TOS ''YEli€'TO, &c. 
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taken to include a few poor persons in the seizure, so that the 
real purpose of the spoilers might be faintly disguised. 

"" It was in execution of such scheme that the orator Lysias"t. .. 
and his brother Po1emarchus were both taken into custody. \' i 
Both were metics, wealthy men, and engaged in a manufactory :~ 
of shields, wherein they employed I 20 slaves. Theognis and,. 
Peison, with some others, seized Lysias in his house, while ~~ 
!ntertaining some friends at dinner; and having driven away 
.1is guests, left him under the guard of Peison, sending theill' 
1.ttendants to register and appropriate his valuable slaves. 
Lysias tried to prevail on Peison to accept a bribe and let him 
~scape, which the latter at first promised to do; and having 

' .hus obtained access to the money-chest of the prisoner, laid 
.1ands upon all its contents, amounting to between three and 
four talents. In vain did Lysias implore that a trifle might\ 
)e left for his necessary subsistence : the only answer vouch
;afed was, that he might think himself fortunate if he escaped 
;vith life. He was then conveyed to the house of a person 
1amed Damnippus, where Theognis already was, having other 
)risoners in charge. At the earnest entreaty of Lysias, Dam
)ippus tried to induce Theognis to connive at his escape, on 
:onsideration of a handsome bribe; but while this conversation 
.<as going on, the prisoner availed himself of an unguarded 
.noment to get off through the back door,-which fortunately 
.vas open, together with two other doors through which it was 
necessary to pass. Having first obtained refuge in the house of 
a friend in Pein.eus, he took boat during the ensuing night for 
~Iegara. Polemarchus, less fortunate, was seized in the street by 
Eratosthenes, one of the Thirty, and immediately lodged in the 
>rison, where the fatal draught of hemlock was administered 
o him, without delay, without trial, and without liberty of 
lti"ence. While his house was plundered of a large stock of 
~old, silver, furniture and rich ornaments-while the golden 
:arrings were torn from the ears of his wife-and while 700 

;hields, with 120 slaves, were confiscated, together with the 
vorkshop and the two dwelling-houses ;-the Thirty would not 
llow even a decent funeral to the deceased, but caused his 
lOdy to be carried away on a hired bier from th,e prison, with 
overing and a few scanty appurtenances supplied by the 
ympathy of private friends.1 

I Lysias, Or. xii. cont. Eratosthen. s. 8, 21. Lysias prosecuted 
. •atosthen@s before the dikastery some years afterwards, as having caused 
1,e death of Polemarchus. The foregoing details are found in the oration 
.Joken as well as composed by himself. 
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Amidst such atrocities, increasing in number and turned! 
re and more to shameless robbery, the party of Theramenesl 
y gained ground, even in the senate; many of whose1 

.:.Y mbers profited nothing by satiating the private cupidity oft 
t' \ Thirty, and began to be weary of so revolting a system .. 
\ i\i1ts well as alarmed at the host of enemies which they wens 
::·~aising up. In proposing the late seizure of the metics, tht s 
, ·thirty had desired Theramenes to make choice of any victim i 
. ~(~ong that class, to be destroyed and plundered for his own t 

I personal benefit. But he rejected the suggestion emphatically, [ 
,-denouncing the enormity of the measure in the indignant terms t 

~
hich it deserved. So',much was the antipathy of Kritias and t 

, h majority of the Thirty against him, already acrimonious 1, 
j the effects of a long course of opposition, exasperated by : 

this refusal-so much did they fear the consequences of incur- r 
ring the obloquy of such measures for themselves, while 1 
Theramenes enjoyed all the credit of opposing them-so satis-s 
fied were they that their government could not stand with this I 
dissension among its own members-that they resolved toe 
destroy him at all costs. Having canvassed as many of thee 
senators as they could, to persuade them that Theramenes was,, 
conspiring against the oligarchy, they caused the most daringd 
o their satellites to attend one day in the senate-house, closes. 

the railing which fenced in the senators, with daggers con··e 

~
cealed under their garments. So soon as Theramenes appeared •g r ritias rose and denounced him to the senate as a public;s 

, ~emy, in an harangue which Xenophon gives at considerablee, 
~ length, and which is so full of instructive evidence, as to Greek a 
~olitical feeling, that I here extract the main points in abridge·,o 
g~~~ ~ 

"If any of you imagine, Senators, that more people are :t 
erishing than the occasion requires, reflect, that this happens r 

' erywhere in a time of revolution-and that it must especially -
lv.t happen in the establishment of an oligarchy at Athens, the 1 

~~ most populous city in Greece, and where the population has r 
been longest accustomed to freedom. You know as well as we . 
do, that democracy is to both of us an intolerable government, r 
as well as incompatible with all steady adherence to our protec- l 
tors, the Laceda;monians. It is under their auspices that we r 
are establishing the present oligarchy, and that we destroy, as 1 
far as we can, every man who stands in the way of it; which 
becomes most of all indispensable, if such a man be found , 

\ 
among our own body. Here stands the man-Theramenes- e 
whom we now denounce to you as your foe not less than ours.er 
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That such is the fact, is plain from his unmeasured censures on 
·our proceedings; from the difficulties which he throws in our 
. way whenever we want to despatch any of the demagogues. 
:Had such been his policy from the beginning, he would indeed 
't'lave been our enemy, yet we could not with justice have pro-
;laimed him a villain. But it is he who first originated the 
1lliance which binds us to Sparta-who struck the first blow at 

l.the democracy-who chiefly instigated us to put to death the 
,first batch of accused persons; and now, when you as well as 
we have thus incurred the manifest hatred of the people, he 
turns round and quarrels with our proceedings, in order to en-
sure his own safety, and leave us to pay the penalty. He must 
be dealt with not only as an enemy, but as a traitor to you as 
well as to us ; a traitor in the grain, as his whole life proves. 
Though he enjoyed through his father Agnon a station of 
honou'r under the democracy, he was foremost in subverting it, 
and getting up the Four Hundred: the moment he saw that 
oligarchy beset with difficulties, he was the first to put himself 

1
at the head of the people against them; always ready for 
i change in both directions, and a willing accomplice in those 
lexecutions which changes of government bring with them. It 
'is he, too, who-having been ordered by the generals after the 
battle of Arginusre to pick up the men on the disabled ships, 
and having neglected the task-accused and brought to execu-
·ion his superiors, in order to get himself out of danger. He 
1as well earned his surname of The Buskin, fitting both legs, 
ut constant to neither : he has shown himself reckless both of 

honour and friendship, looking to nothing but his own selfish 
advancement; and it is for us now to guard against his doub-
.ings, in order that he may not play us the same trick. We cite 
im before you as a conspirator and a traitor, against you as 
e-ll as against us. Look to your own safety, and not to his. 

For depend upon it, that if you let him off, you will hold out 
1powerful encouragement to your worst enemies; while if you 
fondemn him, you will crush their best hopes, both within and 1 \"' 

,without the city." 'Y.,1)1"" 
Theramenes was probably not wholly unprepared for some ~,. 

such attack as this. At any rate he rose up to reply to it at~ ~/v'' 
once:- """ 
I "First of all, Senators, I shall touch upon the charge against 
me which Kritias mentioned last-the charge of having accused 
.and brought to execution the generals. It was not I who began 

lc accusation against them, but they who bega):l it against me. 
hey said that they had ordered me upon the duty, and that I 

/-~ --
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had neglected it: my defence was, that the duty could not bt! 
executed in consequence of the storm : the people believed anl 
exonerated me, but the generals were rightfully condemned o 
their own accusation, because they said that the duty migh 
have been performed-while yet it had remained unperformed 
I do not wonder indeed that Kritias has told such falsehood/ 
against me ; for at the time when this affair happened, he wa~· 
an exile in Thessaly, employed in raising up a demoqracy, an 
arming the Penestre against their masters. Heaven grant tha 
nothing of what he perpetrated there may occur at Athens ! ~ 
agree with Kritias indeed, that whoever wishes to cut shor, 
your government, and strengthens those who conspire agains\ 
you, deserves justly the severest punishment. But to whonl 
does this charge best apply? To him, or to me? Look at th~ 
behaviour of each of us, and then judge for yourselves. At firs

1

1 

we were all agreed, so far as the condemnation of the know~ 
and obnoxious demagogues. But when Kritias and his friend1 
began to seize men of station and· dignity, then it was that 1 
began to oppose them. I knew that the seizure of men lik1 
Leon, Nikias, and Antiphon, would make the best men. in thi 
city your enemies. I opposed the execution of the metier 
well aware that all that body would be alienated. I oppose 
the disarming of the citizens, and the hiring of foreign guard 
And when I saw that enemies at home and exiles abroad wei 
multiplying against you, I dissuaded you from banishid 
Thrasybulus and Anytus, whereby you only furnished the exill 
with competent leaders. The man who gives you this advic\ 
and gives it you openly, is he a traitor-or is he not ratherj 
genuine friend? It is you and your supporters, Kritias, w~ 
by your murders and robberies strengthen the enemies of t~ 
government and betray your friends. Depend upon it, thJ 
Thrasybulus and Anytus are much better pleased with :tc{ 
policy than they would be with mine. You accuse me of ha•. 
ing betrayed the Four Hundred; but- I did not desert the:: 
until they were themselves on the point of betraying Athens to hJ 
enemies. You call me The Buskin, as trying to fit both parti\ 
But what am I to call you, who fit neither of them? who undt:.\ 
the democracy were the most violent hater of the people-an. 
who under the oligarchy have become equally violent as a hallj 
of oligarchical merit? I am, and always have been, Kritias, .)1 
enemy both to extreme democracy and to oligarchical tyranny 
I desire to constitute our political community out of those wh! 
can serve it on horseback and with heavy armour :-I ha,· 
proposed this once, and I still stand to it. I side not eitr 
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with democrats or despots, to the exclusion of the dignified 
c[tizens. Prove that I am now, or ever have been, guilty of 
such crime, and I shall confess myself deserving of ignominious ~ 
death." ·~,:JII 
I This reply of Theramenes was received with such a shout of~M-,.; 
rapplause by the majority of the senate, as showed that they \p.J· :~,.: 
!were resolved to acquit him. To the fierce antipathies of the J.. ~··~ 
,mortified K>itias, the idea of failure was intolerable: indeed he' _,...,..L 
had now carried his hostility to such a point, that the acquittal f.l' .~ 

!.of his enemy would have been his own ruin. After exchanging "\V 
'a few words with the Thirty, he retired for a few moments, and 
, directed the Eleven with the body of armed satellites to press 
;close on the railing whereby the senators were fenced round,-
. while the court before the senate-house was filled with the 

lnercenary hoplites. Having thus got his force in hand, 
Kritias returned and again addressed the senate:-" Senators 
(said he), I think it the duty of a good president, when he sees 
his friends around him duped, not to let them follow their own 

kounsel. This is what I am now going to do : indeed these 
men, whom you see pressing upon us from without, tell us 
plainly that they will not tolerate the acquittal of one mani
festly working to the ruin of the oligarchy. It is an article of 
our new constitution, that no man of the Select Three Thou
sand shall be condemned without your vote ; but that any man 
not included in that list may be condemned by the Thirty. 
Now I take upon me, with the concurrence of all my colleagues, 
to strike this Theramenes out of that list; and we, by our 
authority, condemn him to death." 

Though Theramenes had already been twice concerned in 
,putting down the democracy, yet such was the habit of all 
Athenians to look for protection from constitutional forms, that 
hef>robably accounted himself safe under the favourable verdict 
of the senate, and was not prepared for the monstrous and 
despotic sentence which he now heard from his enemy. He 
sprang at once to the Senatorial Hearth-the altar and sanc
:tuary in the interior of the senate-house-and exclaimed,-" I 
too, Senators, stand as your suppliant, asking only for bare 
justice. Let it be not in the power of Kritias to strike out me 
ror aay other man whom he chooses :--let my sentence as well 
.as yours be passed according to the law which these Thirty 
lbave themselves prepared. I know but too well, that this altar 
will be of no avail to me as a defence; yet I shall at least make 
t plain, that these men are as impious towards the gods as they 

e aefarious towards men. As for you, worthy Senators, I 
V L. VIII. I 
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wonder ti,~ '-vou will not stand forward for your own personal ' 

r . j 

sa1ety, smce yvu must be well aware that your own names may 
be struck out of the Three Thousand just as easily as mine." 1 

But the senate remained passive and stupefied by fear, in 
spite of these moving words; which perhaps were not perfectly./ 
hep.rd, since it could not be the design of Kritias to permit his 
~emy to speak a second time. It was probably while Thera-.· 

'1'·'menes was yet speaking, that the loud voice of the herald was~ 
: ~~· .t\he jd, calling the Eleven to come. forward and tak~ him into ~ 
. r ody. The Eleven advanced mto the senate, headed by . 
"' their brutal chief Satyrus, and followed by their usual attendants. 1 

.. They went straight up to the altar, from whence Satyrus, aided 
by the attendants, dragged him by main force, while Kritias ; 
said to them-" We hand over to you this man Theramenes, ' 
condemned according to the law. Seize him, carry him off to . 
prison, and there do the needful" Upon which, TherameneS( 
was dragged out of the senate-house and carried in custody : 
through the market-place, exclaiming with a loud voice against'. 
the atrocious treatment which he was suffering. "Hold your, 
tongue (said Satyrus to him), or you will suffer for it."-" And\ 
if I do hold my tongue (replied Theramenes), shall not I suffer ' 
for it also? " 

He was conveyed to prison, where the usual draught of hem
lock was speedily administered. After he had swallowed it, 
there remained a drop at the bottom of the cup, which he 
jerked out on the floor (according to the playful convivial prac- .· 
tice called the Kottabus, which was supposed to furnish an , 
omen by its sound in falling, and after which the person who l 
had just drunk handed the goblet to the guest whose turn came ' 
next)-" Let this (said he) be for the gentle Kritias." .1 /' 

'\II" ,)'The scene just described, which ended in the execution of 
cl' ~heramenes, is one of the most striking and tragi cal in anci~nt : 
~ .fdstory; in spite of the bald and meagre way i~ which ~t is ', 
~~recounted by Xenophon, who has thrown all the mterest mto 
VII~· th~ two speeches. The atrocious injustice by which Thera- : 

1 ~enes perished-as well as the courage and self-possession~ 
. r which he displayed at the moment of danger, and his cheer-! 
I' fulness even in the prison, not inferior to that of Sokrates threel 

years afterwards-naturally enlist the warmest sympathies of 
the reader in his favour, and have tended to exalt the positive 
estimation of his character. During the years immediately/ 
succeeding the restoration of the democracy, 2 he was extollec \ 

( 

f 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 56. 
~ See Lysias, Or. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 66. 
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and pitied as one of the first martyrs to oligarchical violence : 
later authors went so far as to number him among the chosen 
pupils of Sokrates.1 But though Theramenes here became the 
victim of a much worse man than himself, it will not for that 
reason be proper to accord to him our admiration, which his 
own conduct will not at all be found to deserve. The re
proaches of Kritias against him, founded on his conduct during 
the previous conspiracy of the Four Hundred, were in the 
main well founded. After having been one of the foremost 
originators of that conspiracy, he deserted his comrades as soon 
as he saw that it was likely to fail. Kritias had doubtless 
present to his mind the fate of Antiphon, who had been con
demned and executed under the accusation of Theramenes
together with a reasonable conviction that the latter would again 
turn against his colleagues in the same manner, if circumstances 
should encourage him to do so. Moreover, Kritias was not 
wrong in denouncing the perfidy of Theramenes-w'ith regard to 
the generals after the battle of Arginusre; the death of whom 
he was partly instrumental in bringing about, though only as an 
auxiliary cause, and not with that extreme stretch of nefarious 
stratagem which Xenophon and others have imputed to him. 
He \las a selfish, cunning, and faithless man-ready to enter 
into conspiracies, yet never foreseeing their consequences-and 
hreaking faith to the ruin of colleagues whom he had first 
encouraged, when he found them more consistent and thorough
going in crime than himself. 2 

1 Diodor. xiv. 5· Diodorus tells us that Sokrates and two of his friends 
were the only persons who stood forward to protect Theramenes, when 
Satyrus was dragging him from the altar. Plutarch (Vit. X. Orat. p. 836) 
ascribes the same act of generous forwardness to Isokrates. There is no 
good ground for believing it, either of one or of the other. None but 
senators were present; and as this senate had been chosen by the Thirty, 
it•is not likely that either Sokrates, or Isokrates, were among its members. 
If Sokrates had been a member of it, the fact would have been noticed 
and brought out in connection with his subsequent trial. 

The manner in which Plutarch (Consolat. ad Apollon. c. 6, p. IOS) 
states the cleath of Theramenes-that he was "tortured to death" by the 
Thirty-is im instance of his loose speaking. 

Compare Cicero about the death of Theramenes (Tuscul. Disp. i. 40, 
96). His admiration for the manner of death of Theramenes doubtless 
contributed to make him rank that Athenian with Themistokles and 
Perikles (De Orat. iii. r6, 59). Aristotle too (Plutarch, Nikias, c. 2) 
speaks with esteem of Theramenes, ranking him in the same general 
category with Nikias and Thucydides (son of Melesias), though with 
considerable deduction and blame on the score of duplicity. 

2 The epithets applied by Aristophanes to Theramenes (Ran. 54r-g66) 
1 coincide pretty exactly with those in the speech (just noticed) which 
r Xenophon ascribes to Kritias against him. 
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uch high-handed violence, by Kritias and the majority of 
Thirty--carried through, even against a member of their 

J """\)Wn Board, by intimidation of the senate-left a feeling of 
d:f>,.disgust and dissension among their own partisans from which 
' :';"their power never recovered. Its immediate effect, however, 
;;1' >~as to render them, apparently and in their own estimation, 
•1• (• 1more powerful than ever. All open manifestation of dissent 

1 • '\being now silenced, they proceeded to the uttermost limits of 
·· 

1
' Jcruel and licentious tyranny. They made proclamation that 

every one not included in the list of Three Thousand should 
depart without the walls, in order that they might be undis
turbed masters within the city: a policy before resorted to 
by Periander of Corinth and other Grecian despots.1 The 
numerous fugitives expelled by this order distributed them
selves partly in Peirreus, partly in the various demes of Attica. 
Both in one and the other, however, they were seized by order 
of the Thirty, and many of them put to death, in order that 
their substance and lands might be appropriated either by the 
Thirty themselves or by some favoured partisan.2 The d: 
nunciations of Batrachus, lEschylides, and other delators, be
came more numerous than ever, in order to obtain the seizure 
and execution of their private enemies j and the oligarchy 
were willing to purchase any new adherent by thus gratifying 
his antipathies or his rapacity. 3 The subsequent oratorf 
affirmed that more than rsoo victims were put to death with 
out trial by the Thirty :4 on this numerical estimate little stres. 
is to be laid, but the total was doubtless prodigious. It be· 
came more and more plain that no man was safe in Attica, sc 
that Athenian emigrants, many in great poverty and destitution, 
were multiplied throughout the neighbouring territories-in 
Megara, Thebes, Oropus, Chalkis, Argos, &c. 5 It was not 
everywhere that these distressed persons could obtain rec!Pp
tion, for the Lacedremanian government, at the instance of the 
Thirty, issued an edict prohibiting all the members of their 

1 Xenophon. Hellen. ii. 4, I ; Lysias, Orat. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 97 ; 
Orat. xxxi. cont. Philon. s, 8, 9 ; Herakleid. Pontic. c. 5 ; Diogen. 
Laert. i. 98. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. t. c. ;jyov 5€ ~" 'rOJV xwplwv, 1v' av-rol Kal ol <f>{l\o& 
-robs 'rOV'rWV aypobs fXDIEV" r/J<V")'OV'rWV 1)€ ts TOP ll<&pa&a, Hal tvnfi8ev 
7roJ\71.ovs lfyovns, €vo7rJ\?)crav Moyapa ~tal 0~{3as -rwv {,,.oxwpovv-rwv. 

3 Lysias, Or. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 49; Or. xxv. Democrat. Subvers. 
Apolog. s. 20 ; Or. xxvi. cont. Evandr. s. 23. 

4 JEschines, Fals. Legat. c. 24, p. 266, and cont. Ktesiph. c. 86, p. 455 ; 
Isokrates, Or. iv. Panegyr. s. IJI ; Or. vii. Areopag. s. 76. 

5 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, I ; Diodor. xiv. 6; Lysias, Or. xxiv. s. 28; Or. 
xxxi. cont. Philon. s. 10. 
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confederacy from harbouring fugitive Athenians ; an edict 
which these cities generously disobeyed,1 though probably the 
smaller Peloponnesian cities complied. Without doubt this 
decree was procured by Lysander, while his influence still 
continued unimpaired. ., , 

But it was not only against the lives, properties, and liberties;}iv· ~ 
of Athenian citizens that the Thirty made war. They were not'\"''\;} 
less solicitous to extinguish the intellectual force and education~· -•. u!, 
of the city; a project so perfectly in harmony both with the ~.v; 
sentiment and practice of Sparta, that they counted on the "I" 
support of their foreign allies. Among the ordinances which,; }""' 
they promulgated was one, expressly forbidding every one 2\v 
"to teach the art of words;" if I may be allowed to translate 
:iterally the Greek expression, which bore a most compre
:1ensive signification, and denoted every intentional com
munication of logical, rhetorical, or argumentative improve
ment-of literary criticism and composition-and of command ~~ 
over those political and moral topics which formed the or1 .\j.N; 
.inary theme of discussion. Such was the species of instruc-y V 

tion which Sokrates and other Sophists, each in his own way,~Lf 
com~unicated to t.he. Athenian yo~th. The great foreig~ 1.;t'1 
Sophtsts (not Atheman), such as Prodtkus and Protagoras had v-- ~ 
been (though perhaps neither of these two was now alive), were 
doubtless no longer in the city, under the calamitous circum
;tances which had been weighing upon every citizen since the 
defeat of h:gospotami. But there were abundance of native 
teachers or Sophists, inferior in merit to these distinguished 
names, yet still habitually employed, with more or less success, 
in communicating a species of instruction held indispensable to 
every liberal Athenian. The edict of the Thirty was in fact a 
general suppression of the higher class of teachers or professors, 
above the rank of the elementary ( teacherofletters or) grammatist. 

1 Lysias, Or. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 98, 99--11'awrax68.v €JCJC'flpv'I'TOJl<Vot ; 
Plutarch, Lysand. c. 99 ; Diodor. xiv. 6 ; Demosth. de Rhod. Libert. c. 10. 

2 Xenoph. Memor. i. 2, 31. Kal €v To'is v6p.ot5 (-ypa>jie, i\.6-ywv 'I'EXV'flv 
p.1, otodu,mv.-Isokrat~s, cont. Sophist. Or. xiii. s. 12. T1,v 7ra[oevuw T1,v 
'I'WV i\.6-ywv. 

Plutarch (Themistokl~s, c. 19) affirms that the Thirty oligarchs during 
their rule altered the position of the rostrum in the Pnyx (the place where 
the democratical public assemblies were held) : the roscrum had before 
looked towards the sea, but they turned it so as to make it look towards the 
land, because the maritime service and the associations connected with 
it were the chief stimulants of democratical sentiment. This story has 
been often copied and reasserted as if it were an undoubted fact ; but M. 
Forchhammer (Topographie von Athen, p. 289, in Kieler, Philo!. Studien. 
1841) has shown it to be untrue and even absurd. 
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If such an edict could have been maintained in force for a 
generation, combined with the other mandates of the Thirty
the city out of which Sophokles and Euripides had just died, 
and in which Plato and Isokrates were in vigorous age (the 
former twenty-five, the latter twenty-nine), would have been 
degraded to the intellectual level of the meanest community in r 

Greece. It was not uncommon for a Grecian despot to sup
press all those assemblies wherein youths came together for the , 
purpose of common training, either intellectual or gymnastic; 

1 
as well as the public banquets and clubs or associations,-as 
being dangerous to his authority, tending to elevation of 
courage, and to a consciousness of political rights among the 
citizens.1 

~
The enormities of the Thirty had provoked severe comments 1 

/ om the philosopher Sokrates, whose life was spent in conver
\."tJ' tion on instructive subjects with those young men who sought 
~~ his society, though he never took money from any pupil. Such 1 
~~oeomments having excited attention, Kritias and Charikles sent t 
,~So or him, reminded him of the prohibitive law, and peremptorily i 
\f ommanded him to abstain for the future from all conversation -<: 

with youths. Sokrates met the order by putting some questions, I 
to those who gave it, in his usual style of puzzling scrutiny; 
destined to expose the vagueness of the terms-and to draw 
the line, or rather to show that no definite line could be drawn 1 

-between that which was permitted and that which was for- i 

bidden. But he soon perceived that his interrogations pro- 1 
duced only a feeling of disgust and wrath, menacing to his ~ 
own safety. The tyrants ended by repeating their interdict in , 
yet more peremptory terms, and by giving Sokrates to under- l 

stand, that they were not ignorant of the censures which he 
had cast upon them.2 

Though our evidence does not enable us to make out the 
precise dates of these various oppressions of the Thirty, yet it 
seems probable that this prohibition of teaching must have 
been among their earlier enactments ; at any rate, considerably 
anterior to the death of Theramenes, and the general expulsion, 
out of the walls, of all except the privileged Three Thousand. 
Their dominion continued, without any armed opposition made 1 
to it, for about eight months from the capture of Athens by 
Lysander-that is, from about April to December 404 B.C. 
The measure of their iniquity then became full. They had 
accumulated against themselves, both in Attica and among the 1 

1 Aristot. Polit. v. g, 2. 
2 Xenoph. Memorab. i. 2, 33-39· 
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exiles in the circumjacent territories, suffering and exasperated , 
enemies; while they had lost the sympathy of Thebes, Megara, J 
and Corinth-and were less heartily supported by Sparta. w-fj; 

During these important eight months, the general feeling .,-;,r 
throughout Greece had become materially different both to-r~;Jl) 
wards Athens and towards Sparta. At the moment when the 1\ · ,J' · 
iong war was first brought to a close-fear, antipathy, andt;,.,~( ( 
vengeance against Athens had been the reigning sentiments,r ~.))~ 
both among the confederates of Sparta and among the re-r 

1 
!_, .. / 

volted members of the extinct Athenian empire; a sentimentC (,_,' 
which prevailed among them indeed to a greater degree than~,:· 
among the Spartans themselves-who resisted it, and granted 
to Athens a capitulation at a time when many of their allies 
pressed for the harshest measures. To this resolution they 
were determined partly by the still remaining force of ancient 
sympathy-partly by the odium which would have been sure 
to follow the act of expelling the Athenian population, however 
it might be talked of beforehand as a meet punishment-partly 
too by the policy of Lysander, who contemplated the keeping 
of Athens in the same dependence on Sparta and on himself, 
and by the same means, as the other outlying cities in which 
he had planted his Dekarchies. 

So soon as Athens was humbled, deprived of her fleet 
and walled port, and rendered innocuous-the great bond of 
common fear which had held the allies to Sparta disappeared ; 
and while the paramount antipathy on the part of those allies 
towards Athens gradually died away, a sentiment of jealousy 
and apprehension of Sparta sprang up in its place, on the part _} 
of the leading states among them. For such a sentiment there\\~., 
was more than one reason. Lysander had brought home not 'I' V, 
only a large sum of money, but valuable spoils of other kinds,~ 1\~ 
~nd many captive triremes, at the close of the war. As theeP ~ 
success had been achieved by the joint exertions of all th~~ 
allies, so the fruits of it belonged in equity to all of them V,' 
jointly-not to Sparta alone. The Thebans and Corinthians't4 '(.o>" 
preferred a formal claim to be allowed to share ; and if their';~ 
other allies abstained from openly backing the demand, weU~ ... ./ 
may fairly presume that it was not from any different construcli'F' .~ 
tion of the equity of the case, but from fear of offending , '('". 
Sparta. In the testimonial erected by Lysander at Delph!('~,\/ 
commemorative of the triumph, he had included not only hib") 
own brazen statue, but that of each commander of the allied 
contingents; thus formally admitting the allies to share in the 
honorary results, and tacitly sanctioning their claim to the 
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lucrative results also. Nevertheless the demand made by 
the Thebans and Corinthians was not only repelled, but almost 
resented as an insult; especially by Lysander, whose influence 

J.t that moment almost omnipotent.1 

hat the Lacedremonians should have withheld from the 
\ .;'li].J,i s a share in this money, demonstrates still more t?e great 
·· · }:.fsdendency of Lysander-because there was a considerable 
,;: party at Sparta itself, who protested altogether against the 

~ ', , ' reception of so much gold and silver, as contrary to the 
.\ \!ordinances of Lykurgus, and fatal to the peculiar morality of 1 

~r · Sparta. An ancient Spartan, Skiraphidas or Phlogidas, took r the lead in calling for exclusive adherence to the old Spartan 
money-heavy iron difficult to carry. It was not without 
difficulty that Lysander and his friends obtained admission for , 
the treasure into Sparta; under special proviso, that it should ' 
be for the exclusive purposes of the government, and that no 
private citizen should ever circulate gold or silver. 2 The 
existence of such traditionary repugnance among the Spartans 
would have seemed likely to induce them to be just towards 
their allies, since an equitable distribution of the treasure 
would have gone far to remove the difficulty; yet they never- . 
theless kept it all. ~ 

ut besides such special offence given to the allies, the con- ) 
t of Sparta in other ways showed that she intended to turn \' 
victory to her own account. Lysander was at this moment 

"'~ Y powerful, playing his own game under the name of Sparta. I 
J"" : ... ~is position was far greater than that of the regent Pausanias 
· l'(l had been after the victory of Platrea; and his talents for 
, , ., making use of the position incomparably superior. The 
1/' • Jtnagnitude of his successes, as well as the eminent ability 

) ;.~..)vhich he had displayed, justified abundant eulogy; but in his 
f'y, } case, the eulogy was carried to the length of something like 
~ ... worship. Altars were erected to him; preans or hymns were 1 

• composed in his honour; the Ephesians set up his statue in : 
the temple of their goddess Artemis, while the Samians not ' 

1 Justin (vi. 10) mentions the demand thus made and refused. Plutarch ' 
(Lysand. c. 27) states the demand as having been made by the Thebans 
alone, which I disbelieve. Xenophon, according to the general disorderly 
arrangement of facts in his Hellenika, does not mention the circumstance in 
its proper place, but alludes to it on a subsequent occasion as having before 
occurred (Hellen. iii. 5, 5). He also specifies by name no one but the 
The bans as having actually made the demand ; yet there is a subsequent 
passage, which shows that not only the Corinthians, but other allies also, 
sympathised in it (iii. 5, 12). 

2 Plutarch, Lysand. c. 17; Plutarch, Institut. Lacon. p. 239· 
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only erected a statue to him at Olympia, but even altered the 
name of their great festival-the Hercea-to Lysandria.1 

Several contemporary poets-Antilochus, Chcerilus, Nikeratus, 
and Antimachus-devoted themselves to sing his glories and 
profit by his rewards. 

Such excess of flattery was calculated to turn the head even 
of the most virtuous Greek. With Lysander, it had the effect 
of substituting, in place of that assumed smoothness of manner 
with which he began his command, an insulting harshness and,'lll' 
arrogance corresponding to the really unmeasured ambition '.;) 
which he cherished. 2 His ambition prompted him to aggran-1. ~ 
dise Sparta separately, without any thought of her allies, in order if"'~ 
to exercise dominion in her name. He had already established ""'• 
Dekarchies, or oligarchies of Ten, in many of the insular and 1 A-4 
Asiatic cities, and an oligarchy of Thirty in Athens; all com- V"", 
posed of vehement partisans chosen by himself, dependent '\.:'! 
upon him for support, and devoted to his objects. To the eye""''\ 
of an impartial observer in Greece, it seemed as if all these 
cities had been converted into dependencies of Sparta, and 
were intended to be held in that condition; under Spartan 
authority, exercised by and through Lysander.3 Instead of 
that general freedom which had been promised as an incentive 
to revolt against Athens, a Spartan empire had been consti
tuted in place of the extinct Athenian: with a tribute, amount-
ing to rooo talents annually, intended to be assessed upon 
the component cities and islands.4 

It is easy to see that under such a state of feeling on the 
part of the allies of Sparta, the enormities perpetrated by the 
Thirty at Athens and by the Lysandrian dekarchies in the 
other cities, would be heard with sympathy for the sufferers ; 
and without that strong anti-Athenian sentiment which had 
r~gned a few months before. But-what was of still greater 

1 Pausanius, vi. 3, 6. The Samian oligarchical party owed their recent 
restoration to Lysander. 

2 Plutarch, Lysand. c. r8, 19. 
3 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4. 30. Oi!Tw lie 'lrpoxwpotvTwv, nav<Tavlas 6 

{3a<T<AEVS (of Sparta), <f>8ov.fwas Av<r&.vlipq> El ICaTE<P"fa<Tp.Jvos TatTa G.p.a p.ev 
€ulio~e•p.~<rot, tl.p.a lie llilas 'II"OI~<TotTo .. as 'A8~vas, .,.,[,.asTwv'Ecp&pwv 
Tpeis, ~~&.oy .. <f>povp&.v. 'i!.vv•l.,.ovTo lie 1eal ol ~op.p.axo• 'll"dvTes, 'l!"A1JV BotwTOiv 
~eal Kopw6lwv. 01iTo< 6' ~Moyov p.ev 3Tt ob vop.l(o<EJJ <uop~e•iv ltv <TTpanv&p.Evo• 
br' 'A871valovs, p.711iev 'l!"ap&.<T'II"Ollliov 'II"OIOVVTas· (.,..paT To v lie T a i1 'T a, 8 'T' 
eoyloyJJW<TICOV Aa1Celiatp.ov£ovs {3ovAop.,vovs 'T~II 'TWV 'A671va£wv 
xwpav ol~eelav Hal 'lrl<T'T~V 'II"OI~<Ta<T8at. Compare also iii. s, 12, 13, 
respecting the sentiments entertained in Greece about the conduct of the 
Lacedremonians. 

4 Diodor. xiv. 10-13. 

I 2 



234 History of Greece 
, importance-even at Sparta itself, opposition began to spring 
~p against the measures and the person of Lysander. If the t.!'" ~eading men at Sparta had felt jealous even of Brasidas, who 

I" /offended them only by unparalleled success and merit as a 
\..fl• \I commander 1-much more would the same feeling be aroused 
;,~.)Pagainst Lysan~er, who. displayed an . overweening ins?len~e, 
•"~'..Aanq was worsh1ppe~ with an ostentatious flattery, not mfenor 
,,,r ~~ that of Pausamas after the battle of Plat::ea. Another 

.. 'Pausanias, son of Pleistoanax, was now king of Sparta, in con
; junction with Agis. Upon him the feeling of jealousy against 

Lysander told with especial force, as it did afterwards upon 
Agesilaus the successor of Agis ; not unaccompanied prob
ably with suspicion (which subsequent events justified) that 
Lysander was aiming at some interference with the regal 
privileges. Nor is it unfair to suppose that Pausanias was 
animated by motives more patriotic than mere jealousy ; and 
that the rapacious cruelty, which everywhere dishonoured the 
new oligarchies, both shocked his better feelings and inspired 
him with fears for the stability of the system. A further 
circumstance which weakened the influence of Lysander at 
Sparta was the annual change of Ephors, which took place 
about the end of September or beginning of October. Those 
Ephors, under whom his grand success and the capture of 
Athens had been consummated, and who had lent themselves 
entirely to his views, passed out of office in September 404 B.c., 

gave place to others more disposed to second Pausanias. 
remarked, in the preceding chapter, how much more 

ourable for Sparta, and how much less unfortunate for 
'1\.thens and for the rest of Greece, the close of the Pelopon

e!jian war would have been-if Kallikratidas had gained and 
~ rvived the battle of Arginus::e, so as to close it then, and 
~ to acquire for himself that personal ascendency which the 

victorious general was sure to exercise over the numerous 
re·arrangements consequent on peace. vVe see how important 
was the personal character of the general so placed, when we 
follow the proceedings of Lysander during the year after the 
battle of .tEgospotami. His personal views were the grand 
determining circumstance throughout Greece ; regulating both 
the measures of Sparta and the fate of the conquered cities. 
Throughout the latter, rapacious and cruel oligarchies were 
organised-of Ten in most cities, but of Thirty in Athens-all 
acting under the power and protection of Sparta, but in real 
subordination to his ambition. Because he happened to be 

1 Thucyd. iv. 
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under the influence of a selfish thirst for power, the measures 
of Sparta were divested not merely of all Pan-Hellenic spirit, 
but even to a great degree, of reference to her own con
federates-and concentrated upon the acquisition of imperial 
preponderance for herself. Now if Kallikratidas had been the 
ascendent person at this critical juncture, not only such 
narrow and baneful impulses would have been comparatively 
inoperative, but the leading state would have been made to 
set the example of recommending, of organising, and, if 
necessary, of enforcing, arrangements favourable to Pan
Hellenic brotherhood. Kallikratidas would not only have 
refused to lend himself to Dekarchies governing by his force 
and for his purposes, in the subordinate cities-but he would 
have discountenanced such conspiracies, wherever they tended 
to arise spontaneously. No ruffian like Kritias, no crafty 
schemer like Theramenes, would have reckoned upon his aid 
as they presumed upon the friendship of Lysander. Probably 
he would have left the government of each city to its own 
natural tendencies, oligarchical or democratical; interfering 
only in special cases of actual and pronounced necessity. 
Now the influence of an ascendent state, employed for such 
purposes and emphatically discarding all private ends for the 
accomplishment of a stable Pan-Hellenic sentiment and fra
ternity-employed too thus, at a moment when so many of 
the Greek towns were in the throes of re-organisation, having 
to take up a new political course in reference to the altered 
circumstances-is an element of which the force could hardly 
have failed to be prodigious as well as beneficial. What degree 
of positive good might have been wrought, by a noble-minded 
victor under such special circumstances-we cannot presume 
to affirm in detail. But it would have been no mean ad
~ntage, to have preserved Greece from beholding and feeling 
such enormous powers in the hands of a man like Lysander; 
through whose management the worst tendencies of an im
perial city were studiously magnified by the exorbitance of 
individual ambition. It was to him exclusively that the Thirty 
in Athens, and the Dekarchies elsewhere, owed both their 
existence and their means of oppression. 

It has been ne~essary thus to explain the general changes 
which had gone on in Greece and in Grecian feeling during 
the eight months succeeding the capture of Athens in March 
404 B.c., in order that we may understand the position of the 
Thirty oligarchs or Tyrants at Athens, and of the Athenian 
population both in Attica and in exile, about the beginning of 
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De<;ember in the same year-the period which we have now 

r reached. We see how it was that Thebes, Corinth, and 
\ -~4{egar~, who in March had be~n the bitterest enemies of the 

•f. .ithemans, had now become alienated both from Sparta and 
' • from the Lysandrian Thirty, whom they viewed as viceroys of 
"(\.,: Athens for separate Spartan benefit. We see how the basis 
, ' .. l\~ thus laid of sympathy for the suffering exiles who fled 
• '.(;from Attica; a feeling which the recital of the endless 
~ ·"' ~normities perpetrated by Kritias and his colleagues inflamed 
· '. · ;J!!iery day more and more. We discern at the same time 
t ; \sfbw the Thirty, while thus incurring enmity both in and out 
1
,.' ,~ of Attica, were at the same time losing the hearty support of 

t;· Sparta, from the decline of Lysander's influence, and the 
growing opposition of his rivals at home. 

In spite of formal prohibition from Sparta-obtained doubt
less under the influence of Lysander-the Athenian emigrants 
had obtained shelter in all the states bordering on Attica. It 
was from Bceotia that they struck the first blow. Thrasybulus, 
Anytus, and Archinus, starting from Thebes with the sympathy 
of the Theban public and with substantial aid from Ismenias 
and other wealthy citizens-at the head of a small band of exiles 
stated variously at 30, 6o, 70, or somewhat above roo men,I
seized Phyle, a frontier fortress in the mountains north of 
Attica, lying on the direct road between Athens and Thebes. 
Probably it had no garrison; for the Thirty, acting in the 
interest of Lacedremonian predominance, had dismantled all 
the outlying fortresses in Attica; 2 so that Thrasybulus accom
plished his purpose without resistance. The Thirty marched 
9ut from Athens to attack him, at the head of a powerful force, 

Aomprising the Lacedremonian hoplites who formed their guard, 
~~he Three Thousand privileged citizens, and all the Knights or 

~
Horsemen. Probably the small company of Thrasybulus w:!s 

· reinforced by fresh accessions of exiles, as soon as he was 
~ known to have occupied the fort. For by the time that the 

~~~,hirty with their assailing force arrived, he was in condition to 
, ... ~· )'fpel a vigorous assault made by the younger soldiers, with 
. y-¥nsiderable loss to the aggressors. 
~Iii/:. '. vl Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 2; piodor. xiv. 32 ; Pausan. i. 29, 3; Lysias, 
~ Or. xiii. cont. Agorat. sect. 84; Justin. v. 9; JEschines cont. Ktesiphon. 

c. 62, p. 437; Demosth. cont. Timokrat. c. 34, p. 742. JEschines allots 
more than 100 followers to the captors of Phyle. 

The sympathy which the Athenian exiles found at Thebes is attested in a 
fragment of Lysias-ap. Dionys. Hal. Jud. de Lysia, p. 594 (Fragm. 47, ed. 
Bekker). 

2 Lysias, Or. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 41, p. 124. 
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Disappointed in their direct attack, the Thirty laid plans for 

blockading Phyle, where they knew that there was no stock of 
provisions. But hardly had their operations commenced, when)\ !\ 
a snowstorm fell, so abundant and violent, that they were K_Vi 
forced to abandon their position and retire to Athens, leavingr_ .. cJ" 
much of their baggage in the hands of the garrison at Phyle. r 
In the language of Thrasybulus, this storm was characterised~; 
as providential, since the weather had been very fine until the\lr. ... 
moment preceding-and since it gave time to receive reinforce- 'vi 
ments which made him 7oo strong.1 Though the weather.-: J 
was such, that the Thirty did not choose to keep their main~
force in the neighbourhood of Phyle, and perhaps the Three -t-'vt' 
Thousand themselves were· not sufficienty hearty in the cause :·fa 
to allow it-yet they sent their Lacedremonians and two tribe~ W''" 
of Athenian Horsemen to restrain the excursions of the garrison. 
This body Thrasybulus contrived to attack by surprise. De
scending from Phyle by night, he halted within a quarter of a 
mile of their position until a little before daybreak, when the 
night-watch had just broken up,2 and when the grooms were 
making a noise in rubbing down the horses. Just at that 
moment the hoplites from Phyle rushed upon them at a 
running pace-found every man unprepared, some even in 
their beds-and dispersed them with scarcely any resistance. 
One hundred and twenty hoplities and a few horsemen were 
slain, while abundance of arms and stores were captured 
and carried back to Phyle in triumph.3 News of the defeat 
was speedily conveyed to the city, from whence the remaining 
Horsemen immediately came forth to the rescue, but could do 
nothing more than protect the carrying off of the dead. 

This successful engagement sensibly changed the relative 
situation of parties in Attica; encouraging the exiles as much 
1ts it depressed the Thirty. Even among the partisans of the 
latter at Athens, dissension began to arise. The minority 
which had sympathised with Theramenes, as well as that 
portion of the Three Thousand who were least compromised 
as accomplices in the recent enormities, began to waver so 
manifestly in their allegiance, that Kritias and his colleagues 
felt some doubt of being able to maintain themselves in the 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 2, 5, I4. 
2 See an analogous case of a Lacedremonian army surprised by the 

Thebans at this dangerous hour-Xenoph. Hellen. vii. i. r6 : compare 
Xenoph. Magistr. Equit. vii. I2. 

3 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 5, 7· Diodorus (xiv. 32, 33) represents the 
occasion of this battle somewhat differently. I follow the account of 
Xenophon. 
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q,.city. They resolved to secure Eleusis and the island of 

~if'~alamis, as places of safety and resource in case of being 
/}s._omp~lled. to evac~ate Athens. They accordingl_y went to 

· . ~(.~J¢Usis With a considerable number of the Atheman Horse
.,, ·.:("_D_e_!l; under pretence of examining into the strength of the place 
,.: '.;tnd the number of its defenders, so as to determine what 
,: ~.' amount of further garrison would be necessary. All the 
', ~ Eleusinians disposed and qualified for armed service were 

.1\ · . ordered to come in person and give in their names to the 
'
1 ,f Jl\irty,1 in a building having its postern opening on to the 

·r seabeach; along which were posted the Horsemen and the 
· attendants from Athens. Each Eleusinian hoplite, after having 

presented himself and returned his name to the Thirty, was 
ordered to pass out through this exit, where each man succes
sively found himself in the power of the Horsemen, and was 
fettered by the attendants. Lysimachus, the Hipparch or 
commander of the Horsemen, was directed to convey all these 
prisoners to Athens, and hand them over to the custody of the 
Eleven.2 Having thus seized and carried away from Eleusis 
every citizen whose sentiments or whose energy they suspected, 
and having left a force of their own adherents in the place, 
the Thirty returned to Athens. At the same time, it appears, 
a similar visit and seizure of prisoners was made by some of 
them in Salamis.3 On the next day, they convoked at Athens 
their Three Thousand privileged hoplites-together with all 
the remaining Horsemen who had not been employed at Eleusis 
or Salamis-in the Odeon, half of which was occupied by 
the Laced::emonian garrison under arms. "Gentlemen (said 
Kritias, addressing his countrymen), we keep up the govern
ment not less for your benefit than for our own. You must 
therefore share with us in the danger, as well as in the honour, 
of our position. Here are these Eleusinian prisoners awaitin~ 
sentence: you must pass a vote condemning them all to death, 
in order that your hopes and fears may be identified with ours." 
He then pointed to a spot immediately before him and in his 
view, directing each man to deposit upon it his pebble of 

I Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 8. I apprehend that luro')'p&.<J><cr8a• here refers 
to prospective military service; as in vi. 5, 29, and in Cyropred. ii. I, 18, 19. 
The words in the context--1rO<T'7S <J>ull.a.IC'i,s ?rpocroe~cro<vTo-attest 
that such is the meaning ; though the commentators, and Sturz in his 
Lexicon Xenophonteum, interpret differently. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 8. 
3 Both Lysias (Orat. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 53; Orat. xiii. cont. Agorat. 

s. 47) and Diodorus (xiv. 32) connect together these two similar proceedings 
at E!eusis and at Salamis. Xenophon mentions only the affair at Eleusis. 
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condemnation visibly to every one.1 I have before remarked 
that at Athens, open voting was well known to be the same 
thing as voting under constraint: there was no security for 
free and genuine suffrage except by making it secret as well as 
numerous. Kritias was obeyed, without reserve or exception : 
probably any dissentient would have been put to death on the 
spot. All the prisoners, seemingly three hundred in number,2 

were condemned by the same vote, and executed forthwith. <A.~_r! 
Though this atrocity gave additional satisfaction and confi- F 11 

dence to the most violent friends of Kritias, it probably alienated~ 
a greater number of others, and weakened the Thirty instead v.,.l,J 
of strengthening them. It contributed in part, we can hardly~ 
doubt, to the bold and decisive resolution now taken by~ , 
Thrasybulus, five days after his late success, of marching by•,.... ,.,. 
night from Phyle to Pein:eus.3 His force, though somewhat 11 

increased, was still no more than rooo men; altogether in
adequate by itself to any considerable enterprise, had he not 
counted on positive support and junction from fresh comrades, 
together with a still greater amount of negative support from 
disgust or indifference towards the Thirty. He was indeed 
speedily joined by many sympathising countrymen, but few of 
them, since the general disarming manceuvre of the oligarchs, 
had heavy armour. Some had light shields and darts, but 
others were wholly unarmed, and could merely serve as throwers 
of stones.4 11\lJ.. 

Peirreus was at this moment an open town, deprived of its}.""'] 
fortifications as well as of those Long Walls which had so long~ 
connected it with Athens. It was also of large compass, and ~· 
required an ampler force to defend it than Thrasybulus could

1 
:411" 

muster. Accordingly, when the Thirty marched out of Athens\V" 
the next morning to attack him, with their full force orr{; 
Athenian hoplites and Horsemen, and witn the Lacedremonian ~t.:~ 
garrison besides-he in vain attempted to maintain against ,~,...:. 
them the great carriage-road which led down to Pein:eus. He' r' 
was compelled to concentrate his forces in Munychia-the \PY 
easternmost portion of the aggregate called Peirreus, nearest to 
the Bay of Phalerum, and comprising one of those three ports 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 9. Ael~a.s lie Tl X"'plov, ls 'TOV'TD lidii.Ev<TE 
<Pa.v•p?t.v <PepHv T-hv 1/I~<Pov. Compare Lysias, Or. xiii. cont. Agorat. 
s. 40, and Thucyd. iv. 74, about the conduct of the Megarian oli
garchical leaders-Ka.l Tovnov 1rop1 O.va.')!Ktt<Ta.vns Tbv li~p.ov >/I~<Pov <Pav•pi'r.v 
OIEVE')IKEiV, &c. 

2 Lysias (Orat. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 53) gives this number. 
3 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, ro, 13. ~p.epav ?TOfi-?T'T'fJv, &c. 
4 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 12. 



History of Greece 
which had once sustained the naval power of Athens. Thrasy
bulus occupied the temple of Artemis :Munychia, and the 

.Adjoining Bendideion, situated in the midst of ::\1unychia, and 
c:r~cessible only by a street of steep ascent. In the rear of l!is 
· ';j~oplites, whose files were ten deep, were posted the darters 
/' alnd slingers; the ascent being so steep that these latter could 
IJ \,~tast their missiles over the heads of the hoplites in their front. 

,'."'Presently Kritias and the Thirty, having first mustered in the 
, Aharket-place of Peineus (called the Hippodamian Agora), 

· · ~~e seen approaching with their superior numbers; mounting 
tHe hill in close array, with hoplites not less than fifty in depth. 

.. /hrasybulus-after an animated exhortation to his soldiers, 
·'r,eminding them of the wrongs which they had to avenge, and 

1~,· ·;:dwelling upon the advantages of their position, which exposed 
the close ranks of the enemy to the destructive effect of 
missiles and would force them to crouch under their shields so 
as to be unable to resist a charge with the spear in front
waited patiently until they came within distance, standing in 
the foremost rank with the prophet (habitually consulted 
before a battle) by his side. The latter, a brave and devoted 
patriot, while promising victory, had exhorted his comrades 
not to charge until some one on their own side should be slain 
or wounded: he at the same time predicted his own death in 
the conflict. When the troops of the Thirty advanced near 
enough in ascending the hill, the light-armed in the rear of 
Thrasybulus poured upon them a shower of darts over the 
heads of their own hoplites, with considerable effect. As they 
seemed to waver, seeking to cover themselves with their 
shields, and thus not seeing well before them-the prophet, 
himself seemingly in arms, set the example of rushing forward, 
was the first to close with the enemy, and perished in the 
onset. "Thrasybulus with the main body of hoplites followe~ 
him, charged vigorously down the hill, and after a smart 
resistance, drove them back in disorder, with the loss of 
seventy men. What was of still greater moment-Kritias and 
Hippomachus, who headed their troops on the left, were 
among the slain; together with Charmides son of Glaukon, one 
of the ten oligarchs who had been placed to manage Peineus.l 

This great and important advantage left the troops of 
Thrasybulus in possession of seventy of the enemy's dead, 
whom they stripped of their arms, but not of their clothing, 
in token of respect for fellow-countrymen. 2 So disheartened, 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 12, 20. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 19; Cornel. Nepos, Thrasybul. c. 2. 
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lukewarm, and disunited were the hoplites of the Thirty, in 
spite of their great superiority of number, that they sent to 
solicit the usual truce for burying the dead. Such request 
being of course granted, the two contending parties became 
intermingled with each other in the performance of the 
funereal duties. Amidst so impressive a scene, their common 
feelings as Athenians and fellow-countrymen were forcibly 
brought back, and many friendly observations were inter
changed among them. Kleokritus-herald of the Mysts or 
communicants in the Eleusinian mysteries, belonging to one 
of the most respected Gentes in the state-was among the 
exiles. His voice was peculiarly loud, and the function which 
he held enabled him to obtain silence while he addressed to 
the citizens serving with the Thirty a touching and emphatic 
remonstrance:-" Why are you thus driving us into banish
ment, fellow-citizens? Why are you seeking to kill us? We 
have never done you the least harm : we have partaken with 
you in religious rites and festivals: we have been your com
panions in chorus, in school, and in army: we have braved a 
thousand dangers with you by land and sea in defence of our 
common safety and freedom. I adjure you by our common 
gods, paternal and maternal-by our common kindred and 
companionship-desist from thus wronging your country in 
obedience to these nefarious Thirty, who have slain as many 
citizens in eight months, for their own private gains, as the 
Peloponnesians in ten years of war. These are the men who 
have plunged us into wicked and odious war one against 
another, when we might live together in· peace. Be assured 
that your slain in this battle have cost us as many tears as they 
have cost you." 1 

Such affecting appeals, proceeding from a man of respected 
sta'l:ion like Kleokritus and doubtless from others also, began 
to work so sensibly on the minds of the citizens from Athens, 
that the Thirty were obliged to give orders for immediately 
returning: which Thrasybulus did not attempt to prevent, 
though it might have been in his power to do so.2 But their 
ascendency had received a shock from which it never fully 
recovered. On the next day they appeared downcast and 
dispirited in the senate, which was itself thinly attended ; 
while the privileged Three Thousand, marshalled in different 
companies on guard, were everywhere in discord and partial 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 22 • 

• 
2 ?Cenoph. Hellen; ii. 4, 22 ; L~sias, Orat. xi!· c~nt; Erat_?sth. s. 55-

o< p.EJJ ')'ap tiC nE<pa<Ec.>S 1CpE['T'TOVS OJJ'TES Efa<TaJJ av'TOVS a1fEA8E<JJ1 &c, 
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,1);utiny. Those among them who had been most compromised 

~li
·n the crimes of the Thirty, were strenuous in upholding the 

isting authority; but such as had been less guilty protested 
.. ~ . gainst the continuance of so unholy a war, declaring that the 
~~hirty could not be permitted to bring Athens to utter ruin. 

~1. 'And though the Knights or Horsemen still continued steadfast 
' 'i>"partisans, resolutely opposing all accommodation with the 

ltJ" exiles,l yet the Thirty were also seriously weakened by the 
'(lf death of Kritias-the ascendent and decisive head, and at the 
Jf,Ylame time the most cruel and unprincipled among them ; while 
~ _ _;;~t party, both in the senate and out of it, which had formerly 
-r. 11 adhered to Theramenes, now again raised its head. · A public 
~...fl.leeting among them was held, in which what may be called 
' \ the opposition party among the Thirty-that which had 1 ~ opposed the extreme enormities of Kritias-became pre
Y'~ dominant. It was determined to depose the Thirty, and to 
K,~ constitute a fresh oligarchy of Ten, one from each tribe.2 But 
~ tqe members of the Thirty were held to be individually re

,p .~ligible; so that two of them, Eratosthenes and Pheidon, if 
lll"'"' not more-adherents of Theramenes and unfriendly to Kritias 

and Charikles 3-with others of the same vein of sentiment, 
were chosen among the Ten. Charikles and the more violent 
members, having thus lost their ascendency, no longer deemed 
themselves safe at Athens, but retired to Eleusis, which they 
had had the precaution to occupy beforehand. Probably a 
number of their partisans, and the Laced<emonian garrison 
also, retired thither along with tpem. 

The nomination of this new oligarchy of Ten was plainly a 
compromise, adopted by some from sincere disgust at the 
oligarchical system and desire to come to accommodation with 
the exiles-by others, from a conviction that the only way of 
maintaining the oligarchical system, and repelling the exilt!s, 
was to constitute a new oligarchical Board, dismissing that 
which had become obnoxious. The latter was the purpose of 
the Horsemen, the main upholders of the first Board as well 
as of the second ; and such also was soon seen to be the 
policy of Eratosthenes and his colleagues. Instead of attempt
ing to agree upon terms of accommodation with the exiles in 
Peirreus generally, they merely tried to corrupt separately 
Thrasybulus and the leaders, offering to admit ten of them to 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 24. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii, 4, 23. 
:l Lysias, Orat. xii. c_,nt. Eratosth. s. ss, s6-ol 00/COVVTES Elva• lvavTIIfJ· 

Tct'TOl XapucA.€'i ~eal KptTlt- Kal TiJ ToVTwv €7atpelf, &c. 
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a share of the oligarchical power at Athens, provided they 
would betray their party. This offer having been indignantly 
refused, the war was again resumed between Athens and 
Peir<eus-to the bitter disappointment, not less of the exiles, 
than of that portion of the Athenians who had hoped better ;.v
things from the new Board of Ten.1 It'~ 

But the forces of oligarchy were more and more enfeebled at'\. (' 
Athens,2 as well by the secession of all the more violent spirits~..,: 
to Eleusis, as by the mistrust, discord, and disaffection, which~ · 
now reigned within the city. Far from being able to abuse oA..~ 
power like their pred6Cessors, the Ten did not even fully con-~.~ 
fide in their Three Thousand hoplites, but were obliged to take"" 
measures for the defence of the city in conjunction with the 
Hipparch and the Horsemen, who did double duty-on horse-
back in the daytime, and as hoplites with their shields along 
the walls at night, for fear of surprise-employing the Odeon as 
their head-quarters. The Ten sent envoys to Sparta to solicit 
further aid ; while the Thirty sent envoys thither also, from 
Eleusis, for the same purpose ; both representing that the 
Athenian people had revolted from Sparta, and required further 
force to reconquer them.3 "- rJ) 

Such foreign aid became daily more necessary to them, since (.? 1 
the forces of Thrasybulus in Peir<eus grew stronger, befor~ 
their eyes, in numbers, in arms, and in hope of success; exert- l.r·t 
ing themselves, with successful energy, to procure additional) 1 '1,\ 
arms and shields-though some of the shields, indeed, were nov\>/ 
better than wood-work or wicker-work whitened over.4 Many 
exiles flocked in to their aid : others sent donations of money 
or arms. Among the latter the orator Lysias stood conspicuous, 
transmitting to Peir<eus a present of 200 shields as well as 2ooo 
drachms in money, and hiring besides 300 fresh soldiers; while 
h!s friend Thrasydxus, the leader of the democratical interest 
at Elis, was induced to furnish a loan of two talents.5 Others 
also"'lent money; some B~otians furnished two talents, and a 
person named Gelarchus contributed the large sum of five 

1 The facts which I have here set down result from a comparison of Lysias, 
Orat. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 53, 59, 94--4><iowv, aipE8<ls ~p.U.s oLall.ll.rf.~a• 1<al 
Ka'Ta"(a"teiv. Diodor. xiv. 32; Justin. v. 9· 

2 Isokrat<!s, Or. xviii. cont. Kallimach. s. 25. 
3 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 24, 28. 
4 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 25. 
6 Plutarch, Vit. X. Orator. p. 835; Lysias, Or. xxxi. cont. Philon. 

s. 19-34· 
Lysias and his brother had carried on a manufacwry of shields at Athens. 

The Thirty had plundered it; but some of the sicck may probably have 
been saved. > 
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talents, repaid in aftertimes by the people.1 Proclamation was 
made by Thrasybulus, that all metics who would lend aid 
should be put on the footing of isotely or equal payment of 
taxes with citizens, exempt from the metic-tax and other special 
burthens. Within a short time he had got together a consider
able force both in heavy-armed and light-armed, and even 
seventy horsemen ; so that he was in condition to make excur
sions out of Peirreus, and to collect wood and provisions. Nor 
did the Ten venture to make any aggressive movement out of 
Athens, except so far as to send out the Horsemen, who slew 
or captured stragglers from the force of Thrasybulus. Lysi
machus the Hipparch (the same who had commanded under 
the Thirty at the seizure of the Eleusinian citizens) having 
made prisoners some young Athenians bringing in provisions 
from the country for the consumption of the troops in Peirreus, 
put them to death-in spite of remonstrances from several 
even of his own men ; for which cruelty Thrasybulus retaliated, 
by putting to death a horseman named Kallistratus, made 
prisoner in one of their marches to the neighbouring villages.2 

In the established civil war which now raged in Attica, 
Thrasybulus and the exiles in Peirreus had decidedly the ad-

9,~vantage; maintaining the offensi~·e, while the Ten in Athens, 
, ../ 1~d the remainder of the Thirty at Eleusis, were each thrown 
, Jtpon their defence. The division of the oligarchical force into 
r.·;· these two sections doubtless weakened both, while the democrats 

"! . {9 Peirreus were hearty and united. Presently however the 
, .,,!irrival of a Spartan auxiliary force altered the balance of parties. 
~\.!Lysander, whom the oligarchical envoys had expressly requested 

:'\ rfo be sent to them as general, prevailed with the Ephors to 
~r grant their request. While he himself went to Eleusis and got 
~·together a Peloponnesian land-force, his brother Libys con

ducted a fleet of forty triremes to block up Peirreus, and 100 

talents were lent to the Athenian oligarchs out of the large sum 
recently brought from Asia into the Spartan treasury.3 

". ~The arrival of Lysander brought the two sections of oligarchs 
~n Attica again into co-operation, restrained the progress of 

1'\;.~ .. Thrasybulus, and even reduced Peirreus to great straits by 
~~ ~eventing all entry of ships or stores. Nothing could have 
J;C Jfevented it from being reduced to surrender, if Lysander had 

'i.:\~ I Demosth. cont. Leptin. c. 32, p. 502 ; Lysias cont. Nikomach. Or. 
xxx. s. 29. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 27. ' 
s Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 28; Diodor. xiv. 33; Lysias, Orat. xii. cont. 

Eratosth. s. 6o. 
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been allowed free scope in his operations. But the general 
sentiment of Greece had by this time become disgusted with 
his ambitious policy, and with the oligarchies which he had 
everywhere set up as his instruments ; a sentiment not without 
influence on the feelings of the leading Spartans, who, already 
jealous of his ascendency, were determined not to increase it 
further by allowing him to conquer Attica a second time, in ~ 
order to plant his own creatures as rulers at Athens.1 ~ 

Under the influence of these feelings, King Pausanias obtaiJ?ed~~'!" · 
the consent of three out of the five Ephors to undertake him-
self an expedition into Attica, at the head of the forces of the~ 
confederacy, for which he immediately issued proclamation. 
Opposed to the political tendencies of Lysander, he was some- ",.\ 
what inclined to sympathise with the democracy, not merely at ~ \.. 
Athens, but elsewhere also-as at Mantineia. 2 It was probably ~.7:.&.~ 
understood that his intentions towards Athens were lenient and~~ 
anti-Lysandrian, so that the Peloponnesian allies obeyed the~ 
summons generally. Yet the Breotians and Corinthians still lA' 
declined, on the ground that Athens had done nothing to violate 't= .-J 
the late convention ; a remarkable proof of the altered feelings 
of Greece during the last year, since down to the period of that 
convention, these two states had been more bitterly hostile to 
Athens than any others in the confederacy. They suspected 
that even the expedition of Pausanias was projected with selfish 
Laced:::emonian views, to secure Attica as a separate dependency 
of Sparta, though detached from Lysander.3 .. ~ 

On approaching Athens, Pausanias, joined by Lysander and ~-~,; 
the forces already in Attica, encamped in the garden of th~)\ ... 
Academy near the city gates. His sentiments were sufficiently v¥" 
known beforehand to offer encouragement; so that the j!A 
vehement reaction against the atrocities of the Thirty, which Y' ~ 
tht: presence of Lysander had doubtless stifled, burst forth~ 
without delay. The surviving relatives of the victims slain ~ 
beset him even at the Academy in his camp, with prayers for Q' :._ 
protection and cries of vengeance against the oligarchs. Among /'Yv"' 
those victims (as I have already stated) were Nikeratus the V 
son, and Eukra~es the brother, of Nikias, who had perished at ~ ~ 
Syracuse, the fnend and proxenus of Sparta at Athens. The 'fV' 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 29. OVrc.> a£ 1rpoxc.>po{wrc.>v, IIaufJ'a.via.s ~ 
fJa.fJ'<li.Evs, <J>8ov1JfJ'as AufJ'&.vap<p, ~i Kar~<p'Ya.ITp.lvos ra.vra. ll.p.a. p.ev ebaoK<p.-fJITo<, 
ll.p.a a< iola.s 1r0<1JfJ'OI'TO -ril.s , A8-ijvas, 1r.CfJ'a.S TOJV 'E<J>opc.>ll -rpiis, ~~&.,.., <J>povp&.v. 

Diodor. xiv. 33· IIa.ufJ'avla.s a~ . . . .. , <J>Oovwv p.ev -r<j) AvfJ'&.voptp, Oec.>pwu 
a£ -rfJV l7r&.pr'f111 &oo~ovfJ'av 1rapil. -ro'is "Ell.ll.'f11J'I, &c. 

Plutarch, Lysand. c. 21. 
1 Xenoph. Hellen. v. 2, 3· 1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 30. 
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~phan children, both of Nikeratus and Eukrates, were taken 

.N .to Pausanias by their relative Diognetus, who implored his 
~)!'protection for them, recounting at the same time the unmerited 
r' ,/'execution of their respective fathers, and setting forth their 
.f': , mily claims upon the justice of Sparta. This affecting inci-
~ nt, which has been specially made known to us,l doubtless 

-< d not stand alone, among so many families suffering from 
~,f\ the same cause. Pausanias was furnished at once with ample 

.1,' ·)grounds, not merely for repudiating the Thirty altogether, and 
./" sending back the presents which they tendered to him 2-

but even for refusing to identify himself unreservedly with the 
new Oligarchy of Ten which had risen upon their ruins. The 
voice of complaint-now for the first time set free, with some 
hopes of redress-must have been violent and unmeasured, 
after such a career as that of Kritias and his colleagues ; while 
the fact was now fully manifested, which could not well have 
come forth into evidence before, that the persons despoiled and 
murdered had been chiefly opulent men, and very frequently 
even oligarchical men-not politicians of the former democracy. 
Both Pausanias, and the Lacedcemonians along with him, on 
reaching Athens, must have been strongly affected by the facts 
which they learnt, and by the loud cry for sympathy and redress 
which poured upon them from the most innocent and respected 
families. The predisposition both of the King and the Ephors 
against the policy of Lysander was materially strengthened; 
as well as their inclination to bring about an accommodation 
of parties, instead of upholding by foreign force an anti-popular 
Few. 

Such convictions would become furtherconfirmed as Pausanias 
saw and heard more of the real state of affairs. At first he 
held a language decidedly adverse to Thrasybulus and the 
exiles, sending to them a herald, and requiring them to disband 
and go to their respective homes. 3 The requisition not being 
obeyed, he made a faint attack upon Peirceus, which had no 
effect. Next day he marched down with two Lacedcemonian 
morce or large military divisions, and three tribes of the 
Athenian Horsemen, to reconnoitre the place, and see where 

1 Lysias, Or. xviii. De Bonis Nicire Frat. s. 8-10. 
2 Lysias, ut sup. s. II, 12. 88ev nav<Tavlas 1)p~aTo ellvovs eiva< .,.q; /'ifJp.cp, 

-rrapci.li«-yp.a 1rowvp.evos 1rp~s ToOs llil.i\ovs AaK<I'ia<p.ovlovs Tas fJp.<TEpas <Tvp.rpo
,pCt.s •rf'js Tfil11 TpuJ.KoVTC% 7rOZ1'11p[a~. • " • • 

Ofi'I"W o' fJil.•ovp.e8a, Kal '1ra(1t oewa ~l'ioKovp.ev 1rE1rOV8EVCtt, &<T'I"E llav<Tavlas ... o. 
fiE" 1rapa .,.r;,, Tptci.KovTa ~'"'" ovK 1}8ei\1J<TE i\a{Jiiv, .,.o. IJ€ 1rap' Tift&v ~lie{aTo. 

3 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 31. This seems the meaning of the phrase 
c?rtevat ~1rl .,.r,. eavTwv, as we may see by s. 38. 
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a line of blockade could be drawn. Some light troops annoyed 
him, but his troops repulsed them, and pursued them even as 
far as the theatre of Peirreus, where all the forces of Thra
sybulus were mustered, heavy-armed as well as light-armed. 
The Lacedremonians were here in a disadvantageous position, 
probably in the midst of houses and streets, so that all the 
light-armed of Thrasybulus were enabled to set upon them 
furiously from different sides, and drive them out again with 
loss-two of the Spartan polemarchs being here slain. Pausanias 
was obliged to retreat to a little eminence about half a mile 
off, where he mustered his whole force, and formed his hoplites 
into a very deep phalanx. Thrasybulus on his side was so 
encouraged by the recent success of his light-armed, that he 
ventured to bring out his heavy-armed, only eight deep, to an 
equal conflict on the open ground. But he was here com
pletely worsted, and driven back into Peirreus with the loss of 
r 50 men; so that the Spartan King was able to retire to 
Athens after a victory and a trophy erected to commemorate it. 1 

The issue of this battle was one extremely fortunate for 
Thrasybulus and his comrades; since it left the honours of 
the day with Pausanias, so as to avoid provoking enmity or 
vengeance on his part-while it showed plainly that the con
quest of Peirreus, defended by so much courage and military 
efficiency, would be no easy matter. It disposed Pausanias 
still further towards an accommodation ; strengthening also 
the force of that party in Athens which was favourable to the 
same object, and adverse to the Ten Oligarchs. This opposi
tion-party found decided favour with the Spartan King, as 
well as with the Ephor Naukleidas who accompanied him. 
Numbers of Athenians, even among those Three Thousand 
by whom the city was now exclusively occupied, came forward 
to deprecate further war with Peirreus, and to entreat that 
Pausanias would settle the quarrel so as to leave them all at 
amity with Lacedremon. Xenophon indeed, according to that 
narrow and partial spirit which pervades his Hellenica, notices 
no sentiment in Pausanias except his jealousy of Lysander ; 
and treats the opposition against the Ten at Athens as having 
been got up by his intrigues. 2 But it seems plain that this is 
not a correct account. . Pausanias did not create the discord, 
but found it already existing ; and had to choose which of the 
parties he would adopt. The Ten took up the oligarchical 

I Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 31-34. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 35· C.du-r71 li~ Kcxl -robs lv Trf l!u-rEI (Pausanias} 

Kctl lKEAEVE 1rpos 0'</Jas 'll'pO!TIEVctl WS 'll'll<i!TTOVS ~vllAE"'fO}LEVOVS, 11.{-yov-ras, &c. 
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game after it had been thoroughly dishonoured and ruined by 
the Thirty. They inspired no confidence, nor had they any 
hold upon the citizens in Athens, except in so far as these 
latter dreaded reactionary violence, in case Thrasybulus and 
his companions should re-enter by force. Accordingly, when 
Pausanias was there at the head of a force competent to 
prevent such dangerous reaction, the citizens at once mani
fested their dispositions against the Ten, and favourable to 
peace with Peir:eus. To second this pacific party was at once 
the easiest course for Pausanias to take, and the most likely to 
popularise Sparta in Greece; whereas he would surely have 
entailed upon her still more bitter curses from without, not to 
mention the loss of men to herself, if he had employed the 
amount of force requisite to uphold the Ten, and subdue 
Peir:eus. To all this we have to add his jealousy of Lysander, 
as an important predisposing motive, but only as auxiliary 
among many others . 

• ,11 Under such a state of facts, it is not surprising to learn that 
1{ iJ' Pausanias encouraged solicitations for peace from Thrasybulus 
;;(~. ;md the exiles, and that he granted them a truce to enable 
~fJ2em to send envoys to Sparta. Along with these envoys 

;p J<.ephisophon and Melitus, sent for the same purpose of 
, • eating peace, by the party opposed to the Ten at Athens; t~ nder the sanction both of Pausanias and of the accompanying 

Ephors. On the other hand, the Ten, finding themselves 
I discountenanced by Pausanias, sent envoys of their own to 

outbid the others. They tendered themselves, their walls, 
and their city, to be dealt with as the Laced:emonians chose ; 
requiring that Thrasybulus, if he pretended to be the friend of 
Sparta, should make the same unqualified surrender of Peir:eus 
and Munychia. All the three sets of envoys were heard before 
the three Ephors remaining at Sparta and the Laced:emonitm 
assembly; who took the best resolution which the case 
amitted-to bring to pass an amicable settlement between 

Athens and Peir:eus, and to leave the terms to be fixed by 
e en commissioners, who were sent thither forthwith to sit 

onjunction with Pausanias. This Board determined, that 
exiles in Peir:eus should be re-admitted to Athens ; that 

i,)ln accommodation should take place ; and that no man 
,.,} should be molested for past acts, except the Thirty, the 
1\vl'.i~l~ven (who had been the instruments of all executions), and 
~- .. ~'t''ne Ten who had governed in Peir:eus. But Eleusis was 
~- recognised as a government separate from Athens, and left ' 

(as it already was) in possession of the Thirty and their 
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:oadjutors; to serve as a refuge for all those who might feel 
;heir future safety compromised at Athens in consequence of 
:heir past conduct.1 "\ v " 

As soon as these terms were proclaimed, accepted, and I ·\1: 
;worn to by all parties, Pausanias with all the Lacedoemoniant2 
~vacuated Attica. Thrasybulus and the exiles marched up in 
;olemn procession from Peir::eus to Athens. Their first ac ~&1' 
;vas to go up to the acropolis, now relieved from its Lace~ j' 
ioemonian garrison, and there to offer sacrifice and thanksl'!l.~ 
~iving. On descending from thence, a general assembly was~ '\.""" 
1eld, in which-unanimously and without opposition, as it:{~._J~ 
;hould seem-the democracy was restored. The government ,. 
)f the Ten, which could have no basis except the sword of ..,._il! .I 
:he foreigner, disappeared as a matter of course. But Thra-c;. _1:-r" 
;ybulus, while he strenuously enforced upon his comrades ~JI' 
'rom Peiroeus a full respect for the oaths which they had 'It". !I 
;worn, and an unreserved harmony with their newly-acquired~ ~.AAJ 
ellow-citizens, admonished the assembly emphatically as toV'~ 
:he past events. "You city-men (he said), I advise you to If\ 
:ake just measure of yourselves for the future; and to calculate ~ 
airly, what ground of superiority you have, so as to pretend tofY\ 
:ule over us. Are you juster than we? Why, the Demos, 
.hough poorer than you, never at any time wronged you for 
he purposes of plunder; while you, the wealthiest of all, have 
ione many base deeds for the sake of gain. Since then you 
1ave no justice to boast of, are you superior to us on the score 
>f courage ? There cannot be a better trial, than the war 
vhich has just ended. Again-can you pretend to be superior 
n policy ? you, who-having a fortified city, an armed force, 
)lenty of money, and the Peloponnesians for your allies-have 
)een overcome by men who had nothing of the kind to aid 
h~m ? Can you boast of your hold over the Lacedoemonians? 
>Vhy, they have just handed you over, like a vicious dog with 
t clog tied to him, to the very Demos whom you have wronged 
-and are now gone out of the country. But you have no 
:ause to be uneasy for the future. I adjure you, my friends 
rom Peiroeus, in no point to violate the oaths which we have ~ 
ust sworn. Show, in addition to your other glorious exploits, l ., 
hat you are honest and true to your engagements." z 1.,"'1".·.rv' 

The archons, the Senate of Five Hundred, the public {,N 
tssembly, and the Dikasteries appear to have been now l'f !f 
·evived, as they had stood in the democracy prior to the~Y 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 39 ; Diodor. xiv. 33· 
a Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 4o-42. 
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capture of the city by Lysander. This important restoratio 
seems to have taken place some time in the spring of 403 B c 
though we cannot exactly make out in what month. Th 
first archon now drawn was Eukleides, who gave his name t 
this memorable year; a year never afterwards forgotten b 

~ Athenians. 
\ ':~j) Eleusis was at this time, and pursuant to the late conventior 

·NI..,.... city independent and separate from Athens, under th 
,..~'-,. government of the Thirty, and comprising their warmef 
~ ~~\/partisans. It was not likely that this separation would last 
V~ut the Thirty were themselves the parties to give cause fo· 
, , its termination. They were getting together a mercenar 

({,:/llforce at Eleusis, when the whole force of Athens was marchec 
\~' ~ 'lb forestall their designs. The generals at Eleusis came fort! 
~ • 1:.2 demand a conference, but were seized and put to death 
( · Jflie Thirty themselves, and a few of the most obnoxiou~· 

individuals, fled out of Attica; while the rest of the Eleusinial 
f•y occupants were persuaded by their friends from Athens t 

1 .come to an equal and honourable accommodation. Agai 
Eleusis became incorporated in the same community wit l 
Athens ; oaths of mutual amnesty and harmony being sworr 
by every one.IJ 

l 
We have now passed that short, but bitter and sanguinar: i 

..t'\,.,terval, occupied by the Thirty, which succeeded so imme-' 
~IW""~iately upon the extinction of the empire and independence' 
~. P,f Athens, as to leave no opportunity for pause or reflection . 
• t'~ r few words respecting the rise and fall of that empire are now 
/.,..cf"':equired-summing up as it were the political moral of"the' 
~*~events recorded in the present and in the preceding volumr· 
· 01. b~ween 477 and 405 B.C. 

cJ'i · I related in the forty-fifth chapter the steps by which Athe1 
~ first acquired her empire-raised it to its maximum, includin 

.;. !./;.:both maritime and inland dominion-then lost the inlan 
./Y' portion of it ; which Joss was ratified by the Thirty year 

1 Truce concluded with Sparta and the Peloponnesian co:' 
federacy in 445 B.C. Her maritime empire was based upo 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 43; Justin. v. II. I do not comprehend th 
allusion in Lysias, Orat. xxv. A.'T)p.. Ka.,-a;l.. 'A1ro)l.. s. II-elul liE oY"Ttv 
'TWV 'E;I.euulvalie a7Tooypa>/Jap.ev .. v, t~e;I.80JI'T€S p.e8' Op.wv, l7TOA10p1COVJI'TO ,.,.. 
abTG>v. 
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e confederacy of Delos, formed by the islands in the .iEgean 
td the towns on the seaboard immediately after the battles 
Plat::ea and Mykale, for the purpose not merely of expelling 

e Persians from the .iEgean, but of keeping them away per
anently. To the accomplishment of this important object 
)arta was altogether inadequate ; nor would it ever have been 
:complished, if Athens had not displayed a combination of 
ilitary energy, naval discipline, power of organisation, and 
mourable devotion to a great Pan-Hellenic purpose-such as 
Ld never been witnessed in Grecian history. 
The confederacy of Delos was formed by the free and 

)Ontaneous association of many different towns, all alike 
.dependent ; towns which met in synod and deliberated by 
1ual vote-took by their majority resolutions binding upon 
l-and chose Athens as their chief to enforce these resolu
ons, as well as to superintend generally the war against 
te common enemy. But it was, from the beginning, a 
)mpact which permanently bound each individual state to the 
~mainder. None had liberty, either to recede or to withhold 
te contingent imposed by authority of the common synod, or 
) take any separate step inconsistent with its obligations to 
te confederacy. No union less stringent than this could have 
revented the renewal of Persian ascendency in the .iEgean. 
eceding or disobedient states were thus treated as guilty of 
eason or revolt, which it was the duty of Athens, as chief, to 
!press. Her first repressions, against N axos and other states, 
ere undertaken in prosecution of such duty ; in which if she 
ad been wanting, the confederacy would have fallen to pieces, 
nd the common enemy would have reappeared. 
Now the only way by which the confederacy was saved from 

,\ling to pieces, was by being transformed into an Athenian 
mpire. Such transformation (as Thucydides plainly intimates 1) 

id not arise from the ambition or deep-laid projects of Athens, 
ut from the reluctance of the larger confederates to discharge 
)e obligations imposed by the common synod, and from the 
pwarlike character of the confederates generally-which made 
~em desirous to commute military service for money~IJayment, 
•hile Athens on her part was not less anxious to perform 
1e service and obtain the money. By gradual and unforeseen 
tages, Athens thus passed from consulate to empire; in such 
lanner that no one could point out the precise moment
f time when the confederacy of Delos ceased, and when the 

1 Thucyd. i. 97. 

I 
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empire began. Even the transfer of the common fund fro 
Delos to Athens, which was the palpable manifestation of 
change already realised, was not an act of high-handed injustic 
in the Athenians, but warranted by prudential views of th 
existing state of affairs, and even proposed by a leadin 
member of the confederacy.! 

But the Athenian empire came to include (between 460-44( 
n.c.) other cities not parties to the confederacy of Delos. 
Athens had conquered her ancient enemy the island of h:gina, 
and had acquired supremacy over Megara, Breotia, Phokis and· 
Lokris, and Achaia in Peloponnesus. The Megarians joine 
her to escape the oppression of their neighbour Corinth: he 
influence over Breotia was acquired by allying herself with a 
democratical party in the Breotian cities, against Sparta wh1 
had been actively interfering to sustain the opposite party an 
to renovate the ascendency of Thebes. Athens was, for th 
time, successful in all these enterprises ; but if we follow th 
details, we shall not find her more open to reproach on th 
score of aggressive tendencies than Sparta or Corinth. He 
empire was now at its maximum ; and had she been abl1 
to maintain it-or even to keep possession of the Megari1 
separately, which gave her the means of barring out all ir 
vasions from Peloponnesus-the future course of Greciai 
history would have been materially altered. But her empire or 
land did not rest upon the same footing as her empire at sea. 
The exiles in Megara and Breotia, &c., and the anti-Athenian 
party generally in those places-combined with the rashness of 
her general Tolmides at Koroneia-deprived her of all her land· 
dependencies near home, and even threatened her with the los!' 
of Eubrea. The peace concluded in 445 B.C. left her with al 
her maritime and insular empire (including Eubrea), but witl 
nothing more ; while by the loss of Megara she was now oper 
to invasion from Peloponnesus. 

On this footing she remained at the beginning of tb 
Peloponnesian war fourteen years afterwards. I have shm 
that that w~r did not _a;ise (as has been so often asserte 'l 
from aggressive or ambitiOus schemes on the part of Athei · 
but that, on the contrary, the aggression was all on the siu 
of her enemies, who were full of hopes that they could pu 
her down with little delay ; while she was not merely con 
servative and defensive, but even discouraged by the certaint} 
of destructive invasion, and only dissuaded from concessions 

1 See vol. v. ch. xlv. of this History. 
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'like imprudent and inglorious, by the extraordinary influence 

• : ~~d:~so!~~f ;~~g0t~e 0~o!~r::~;;· an~h:~e g~~~ts maar A~~~~:~ 
mpire. Athens was now understood (especially since the 

r•:volt and reconquest of the powerful island of Samos in 440 
' .. c.) by her subjects and enemies, as well as by her own 
itizens, to be mistress of the sea. It was the care of Perikles 

e•to keep that belief within definite boundaries, and to prevent 
;t all waste of the force of the city in making new or distant 
; acquisitions which could not be permanently maintained. But 
t .twas also his care to enforce upon his countrymen the lesson 

:>f maintaining their existing empire unimpaired, and shrinking 
~ from no effort requisite for that end. Though their whole 

~mpire was now staked upon the chances of a perilous war, 
· .. e did not hesitate to promise them success, provided that they 
ldhered to this conservative policy. 
I- Following the events of the war, we shall find that Athens 
:•jd adhere to it for the first seven years ; years of suffering and 
· rial, from the destructive annual invasion, the yet more de
' .. tructive pestilence, and the revolt of Mitylene-but years 
•vhich still left her empire unimpaired, and the promises of 
: :>erikles in fair chance of being realised. In the seventh year 
I >f the war occurred the unexpected victory at Sphakteria and 
'.he capture of the Laceda:monian prisoners. This placed in 
the hands of the Athenians a capital advantage, imparting 
to them prodigious confidence of future success, while their 
enemies were in a proportional degree disheartened. It was in 
l!his temper that they first departed from the conservative 
'precept of Perikles, and attempted to recover (in 424· B.c.) 
:>oth Megara and Breotia. Had the great statesman been 
f dive, 1 he might have turned this moment of superiority to 
<'>etter account, and might perhaps have contrived even to get 
Ci>ossession of Megara (a point of unspeakable importance to 
~\.thens, since it protected her against invasion) in exchange 

,. the Spartan ~aptives. But the general feeling of confidence 
" 1ich then animated all parties at Athens, determined them 
l 1 424 B.c.) to grasp at this and much more by force. They 
,ted to reconquer both Megara and Breotia : in the former 
hey failed, though succeeding so far as to capture Nisa:a; in 
he latter they not only failed, but suffered the disastrous defeat 
Jf Delium. 

It was in the autumn of that same year 424 B.c., too, that 
1 See vol. vi. ch. Iii. of this History. 
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Brasidas broke into their empire in Thrace, and robbed therr 
of Akanthus, Stageira, and some other towns, including thei1 
most precious possession-Amphipolis. Again it seems tha ' 
the Athenians-pardy from the discouragement caused by th< 
disaster at Delium, partly from the ascendency of Nikias anc 
the peace party-departed from the conservative policy o 
Perikles; not by ambitious over-action, but by inaction
omitting to do all that might have been done to arrest tht 
progress of Brasidas. We must however never forget, that 
their capital loss-Amphipolis-was owing altogether to the 
improvidence of their officers, and could not have been obviated 
even by Perikles. 

But though that great man could not have prevented tht t 
loss, he would assuredly have deemed no efforts too grea 
to recover it ; and in this respect his policy was espouse, 
by Kleon, in opposition to Nikias and the peace party. Tht 
latter thought it wise to make the truce for a year; which 
so utterly failed of its effect, that Nikias was obliged, even 
in the midst of it, to conduct an armament to Pallene in order 
to preserve the empire against yet further losses. Still Nikia> 
and his friends would hear of nothing but peace; and afte1 
the expedition of Kleon against Amphipolis in the ensuine 
year (which failed partly through his military incapacity, part!~ 
through the want of hearty concurrence in his political or 
ponents ), they concluded what is called the peace of Nz"kz"as il 
the ensuing spring. In this, too, their calculations are not les' 
signally falsified than in the previous truce : they stipulate 
that Amphipolis shall be restored, but it is as far from being 
restored as ever. To make the error still graver and mort 
irrep!l.rable, Nikias, with the concurrence of Alkibiades, con· 
tracts the alliance with Sparta a few months after the peace 
and gives up the captives, the possession of whom was the <'nl) ~ 
hold which Athens still had upon the Spartans. 

We thus have, during the four years succeeding the battle o 
Delium (424-420 B.c.), a series of departures from the con 
sen·ative policy of Perikles ; departures, not in the way · 
ambitious over-acquisition, but of languor and unwillingness 
make efforts even for the recovery of capital losses. The· l 
who see no defects in the foreign policy of the democrat 
except those of over-ambition and love of war, pursuant to tl. 
jests of Aristophanes-overlook altogether these opposite bu 
serious blunders of Nikias and the peace party. 

Next comes the ascendency of Alkibiades, leading to the two e--
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years' campaign in Peloponnesus in conjunction with Elis, 
Argos, and Mantineia, and ending in the complete re-establish
nent of Lacedremonian supremacy. Here was a diversion of 
1\thenian force from its legitimate purpose of preserving or 
:e-establishing the empire, for inland projects which Perikles 
:ould never have approved. The island of Melos undoubtedly 
'ell within his general conceptions oCtenabie empire for Athens. 
But we may regard it as certain that he would have recom
mended no new projects, exposing Athens to the reproach 
::>f injustice; so long as the lost legitimate possessions in Thrace 
remained unconquered. 

We now come to the expedition against Syracuse. Down to 
:hat period, the empire of Athens (except the possessions in· 
fhrace) remained undiminished, and.her general power nearly 
s great as it had ever been since 445 B.c. That expedition 

Nas the one great and fatal departure from the Periklean policy, 
:>ringing upon Athens an amount of disaster from which she 
1ever recovered. It was doubtless an error of over-ambition. 
1\cquisitions in Sicily, even if made, lay out of the conditions 
Jf permanent empire for Athens ; and however imposing the 
irst effect of success might have been, they woultl only have 
iisseminated her strength, multiplied her enemies, and weakened 
1er in all quarters. But though the expedition itself was thus 
ndisputably ill-advised, and therefore ought to count to the 
liscredit of the public judgement at Athens-we are not to 
mpute to that public an amount of blame in any way commen
;urate to the magnitude of the disaster, except in so far as they 
~>ere guilty of unmeasured and unconquerable esteem for Nikias. 
fhough Perikles would have strenuously opposed the project, 
ret he could not possibly have foreseen the enormous ruin in 
,,hich it would end; nor could such ruin have been brought 
~bC9ut by any man existing, save Nikias. Even when the 
)COple committed the aggravated imprudence of sending out 
he second expedition, Demosthenes doubtless assured them that 
1e would speedily either take Syracuse or bring back both arma
'1ents, with a fair allowance for the losses inseparable from 
ilure; and so he would have done, if the obstinacy of Nikias had 
:rmitted. In measuring therefore the extent of misjudgement 
irly imputable to the Athenians for this ruinous undertaking, 
e must always recollect, that first the failure of the siege, next 

he ruin of the armament, did not arise from intrinsic difficulties 
n the case, but from the personal defects of the commander. 

After the Syracusan disaster, there is no longer any question 
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about adhering to, or departing from the Periklean policy.! 
Athens is like Patroklus in the Iliad, after Apollo has stunnedj 
him by a blow on the back and loosened his armour. Nothing) 
but the slackness of her enemies allowed her time for a partial\! 
recovery, so as to make increased heroism a substitute for 
impaired force, even against doubled and tripled difficulties.• 
And the years of struggle which she now went through are: 
among the most glorious events in her history. These years) 
present many misfortunes, but no serious misjudgement; not\ 
to mention one peculiarly honourable moment, after the over-~ 
throw of the Four Hundred. I have in the two preceding, 
chapters examined into the blame imputed to the Athenians~ 
for not accepting the overtures of peace after the battle of 
K yzikus, and for dismissing Alkibiades after the battle of N otium .. 
On both points their conduct has been shown to be justifiable. 
And after all, they were on the point of partially recovering 
themselves in 408 B.c., when the unexpected advent of Cyrus 
set the seal to their destiny. 

The bloodshed after the recapture of Mitylene and Skione, . 
and still more that which succeeded the capture of Melos, are ' 
disgraceful to the humanity of Athens, and stand in pointed 
contrast with the treatment of Samos when reconquered by 
Perikles. But they did not contribute sensibly to break down 
her power; though, being recollected with aversion after other 
incidents were forgotten, they are alluded to in later times as if 
they had caused the fall of the empire.1 : 

I have thought it important to recall, in this short summary,, 
the leading events of the seventy years preceding 40 5 B.C., in 
order that it may be understood to what degree Athens was 
politically or prudentially to blame for the great downfall which 
she then underwent. Her downfall had one great cause-we 
may almost say, one single cause-the Sicilian exp;ditnm. 1 
The empire of Athens both was, and appeared to be, in 
exuberant strength when that expedition was sent forth ;1 
strength more than sufficient to bear up against all moderate· 
faults or moderate misfortunes, such as no government ever;: 
long escapes. But the catastrophe of Syracuse was something: 
overpassing in terrific calamity all Grecian experience and ai: 
power of foresight. It was like the Russian campaign of 181 z; 
to the Emperor Napoleon; though by no means imputable, in, 

I This I apprehend to have been in the mind ofXenophon-De Reditibus, . 
~· 6. ,"E,..~T'., l':_fl w p. fiJS & "Y '"' ll & ~a O" a ,.. p o O" 'T a 'T EvE' v 1J ,.6.\u 1 

·<O"TEP1187J T1JS apx'ls, &c. · 
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an equal degree, to vice in the original project. No Grecian · I 
power could bear up against such a death-wound; and the -
prolonged struggle of Athens, after it, is not the least wonderful 
part of the whole war. 

Nothing in the political history of Greece is so remarkable as 
the Athenian empire ; taking it as it stood in its completeness, 
from about 46o-4I3 B.C. (the date of the Syracusan c_ata~trophe), 
or still more, from 460-424 B.C. (the date when Brasidas made 
his conquests in Thrace). After the Syracusan catastrophe, 
the conditions of the empire were altogether changed; it was 
irretrievably broken up, though Athens still continued an 
energetic struggle to retail) some of the fragments. But if we 
view it as it had stood before that event, during the period of 
its integrity, it is a sight marvellous to contemplate, and its 
working must be pronounced, in my judgement, to have been 
highly beneficial to the Grecian world. 1 No Grecian state 
except Athens could have sufficed to organise such a system, 
or to hold, in partial, though regulated, continuous and specific 
communion, so many little states, each animated with that 
force of political repulsion instinctive in the Grecian mind. 
This was a mighty task, worthy of Athens, and to which no 
state except Athens was competent. We have already seen in, 
part, and we shall see still further, how little qualified Sparta !?
was to perform it: and we shall have occasion hereafter to 
notice a like fruitless essay on the part of Thebes. ~ 7 

As in regard to the democracy of Athens generairy, so in 
regard to her empire-it has been customary with historians 
to take notice "of little except the bad side. But my con- • 
viction is, and I have shown grounds for it in Chap. xlvii., 
that the empire of Athens was not harsh and oppressive, as 
't is commonly depicted. Under .. the _c;ircumstances of her 

ominion-at a time when the -whole transit and commerce 
f the LEgean was under one maritime system, which excluded 

all irregular force-when Persian ships of war were kept out of 
the waters, and Persian tribute-officers away from the seaboard 

-when the disputes inevitable amorig so many little com
unities could be peaceably redressed by the mutual right 

f application to the tribunals at Athens-and when these 
ibunals were also such as to present to sufferers a refuge 
gainst wrongs done even by individual citizens of Athens 

'herself (to use the expression of the oligarchical Phrynichus 1) 

--the condition of the maritime Greeks was materially better 
1 Thucyd. viii. 48. 

VOL. VIII. 
ik_ ('._> ... 

K I 
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than it had been before, or than it will be seen to become · 
afterwards. Her empire, if it did not inspire attachment, 
certainly provoked no antipathy, among the bulk of the citizens 
of the subject-communities, as is shown by the party-character 
of the revolts against her. If in her imperial character she 

, exacted obedience, she also fulfilled duties and ensured pro-
- · tection-to a degree incomparably greater than was ever 

realised by Sparta. And even if she had been ever so much 
disposed to cramp the free play of mind and purpose among 
her subjects-a disposition which is noway proved-the very 
circumstances of her own democracy, with its open antithesis 
of political parties, universal liberty of speech, and manifold 
individual energy, would do much to prevent the accomplish
ment of such an end, and would act as a stimulus to the 
dependent communities even without her own intention. 

Without being insensible either to the faults or to the mis
deeds of imperial Athens, I believe that her empire was a great 
comparative benefit, and its extinction a great loss, t() 1-!er own 
subjects. But still more do I believe it to have been a good, 
looked at with reference to Pan-Hellenic interests. Its main
tenance furnished the only possibility of keeping out foreign 
intervention, and leaving the destinies of Greece to depend 
upon native, spontaneous, untrammelled Gredan ag ;cies. i 
The downfall of the Athenian empire is the signal for the I 
arms and corruption of Persia again to make themselves felt, 

,.,.-· and for the re-enslavement of the Asiatic Greeks under her 
tribute-officers. What is still worse, it leaves the Grecian world 
in a state incapable of repelling any energetic foreign attack, 
and open to the overruling march of "the man of Macedon" 

r half a century afterwards. For such was the natural tendency 
of the Grecian world to political nonintegration or disintegration 

~-- that the rise of the Athenian empire, incorporating so m:rhj 
states into one system, is to be regarded as a most extraordinar 
accident. Nothing but the genius, energy, discipline, and 
democracy of Athens, could have brought it about; nor even 
she, unless favoured and pushed on by a very peculiar train of 
antecedent events. But having once got it, she might perfect! 
well have kept it; and had she done so, the Hellenic worl 
would have remained so organised as to be able to repel foreig 
intervention, either from Susa or from Pella. When we reflect\ 
how infinitely superior was the Hellenic mind to that of all~ 
surrounding nations and races-how completely its creative 
agency was stifled, as soon as it came under the Macedonian 
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dictation-and how much more it might perhaps have achieved, 
if it had enjoyed another century or half-century of freedom, 
under the stimulating headship of the most progressive and 
most intellectual of all its separate communities-":e ~!J.all look 
with double regret on the ruin of the Athenian empire, as. 
accelerating, without remedy, the universal ruin of Grecian 
independence, political action, and mental grandeur. 

CHAPTER LXVI 

FROM THE RESTORATION OF THE DEMOCRACY TO THE DEATH 

OF ALKIBIADES 

THE period intervening between the defeat of JEgospotamiJV" 
(October 405 B.c.), and the re-establishment of the democracy V 
as sanctioned by the convention concluded with Pausanias ~~ 
(some time in the summer of 403 B.c.), presents two years of 

1 

· cruel and multifarious suffering to Athens. For seven years f.\' 
before, indeed, ever since the catastrophe at Syracuse, she had V 
beer. truggling with hardships-contending against augmented" 
hostile force while her own means were cut down in every way J 
-crippled at home by the garrison of Dekeleia-stripped to at""'~
great degree both of her tribute and her foreign trade-and v 
beset by the snares of her own oligarchs. In spite of circum
stances so adverse, she had maintained the fight with a 
resolution not less surprising than admirable; yet not without 
sinking more and more towards impoverishment and exhaustion. 
The defeat of JEgospotami closed the war at once, and transferred 
her from her period of struggle to one of concluding agony. 
Nor is the last word by any means too strong for the reality. 
Of these two years, the first portion was marked by severe 
physical privation, passing by degrees into absolute famine, and 
accompanied by the intolerable sentiment of despair and help
lessness against her enemies, after two generations of imperial 

; grandeur-not without a strong chance of being finaily con· 
t >igned to ruin and individual slavery; while the last portion 
comprised all the tyranny, murders, robberies, and expulsions 
perpetrated by the Thirty, overthrown oi1ly by heroic efforts 
of patriotism on the part of the exiles-which a fortunate 
change of sentiment, on the part of Pausanias, and the leading 
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members of the Peloponnesian confederacy, ultimately crowned 
with success. 

,lei After such years of misery, it was an unspeakable relief to 
~ the Athenian population to regain possession of Athens and 

~ 
ttica; to exchange their domestic tyrants for a renovated 

}I emocratical government; and to see their foreign enemies not 
merely evacuate the country, but even bind themselves by~ 

~
tre~ty to future friendly dealing. In respect of power, indeec' ( 
f!t ns was but the shadow of her former self. She had n J 

pire, no tribute, no fleet, no fortifications at Peirreus, n t-
ng walls, not a single fortified place in Attica except the cit 

V* self. Of all these losses, however, the Athenians probabl. 
)')1 ade little account, at least at the first_ epoch of their re , 
f7'JJ tablishment; so intolerable was the pressure which they had 

~ ~escaped, and so welcome the restitution of comfort, security, 
· • .Aiv p~perty, and independence at home. The very excess of 
'F tyranny committed by the Thirty gave a peculiar zest to the( 

recovery of the democracy. In their hands, the oligarchica 1 
principle (to borrow an expression from Mr. Burke 1) "had' 
produced in fact and instantly, the grossest of those evils with 
which it was pregnant in its nature;" realising the promise of 
that plain-spoken oligarchical oath, which Aristotle mentions a/ 
having been taken in various oligarchical cities-to contri\ _, 
as much evil as possible to the people.2 So much the mor\ 

1 '' I confess, Gentlemen, that this appears to me as bad in the principlel 
and far worse in the consequences, than an universal suspension of th 
Habeas Corpus Act. . . . . . Far from softening the features of such ! 

principle, and thereby removing any part of the popular odium or natura 
terrors attending it, I should be sorry that anything framed in contradicti01 
to the spirit of our constz"tution did not instantly produce in fact, the grosses, 
of the evils with which it was pregnant in its 11atU1·e. It is by lying dorm an 
a long time, or being at first very rarely exercised, that arbitrary pow 
steals upon a people. On the next unconstitutional act, all the fashiollftb 
world will be ready to say-Your prophecies are ridiculous, your fears ar 
vain, you see how little of the misfortunes which you formerly foreboded i 
come to pass. Thus, by degrees, that artful softening of all arbitrary power 
the alleged infrequency or narrow extent of its operation, will be receive 
as a sort of aphorism-and Mr. Hume will not be singular in telling us th!J-1 
the felicity of mankind is no more. disturbect by it, than by earthquakes or 
thunder, or the other more unusual accidents of nature." (Burke, Letter t' 
the Sheriffs of Bristol, 1777: Burke's Works, vol. iii. p. I46-150, oct. edit 

2 Aristot. Polit. v. 7. I g. Kal .,.~ a~p.q, KaKOVOl!$ (uop.at, Kal {3ov'Aevuw 
.,., t.v txw KaKov. 

The complimentary epitaph upon the Thirty, cited in the Schol. t 
..!Eschines-praising them as having curbed, for a short time, the insolem 
of the accursed Demos of Athens-is in the same spirit: see K. F. He. 
mann, Staats-AlterthUmer der Griechen, s. 70, note 9· 
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~ complete was the reaction of sentiment towards the antecedent 
' democracy, even in the minds of those who had been before 

discontented with it. To all men, rich and poor, citizens and 
~ metics, the comparative excellence of the democracy, in respect 

of all the essentials of good government, was now manifest. 
With the exception of those who had identified themselves 
rith the Thirty as partners, partisans, or instruments, there was 
~arcely any one who did not feel th:'!.t his life and property 
ad been far more secure under the former democracy, and 
•ould become so again if that democracy were revived.1 

It was the first measure of Thrasybulus and his companionS,6\flrl'~ 
Jter concluding the treaty with Pausanias and thus re-entering '}_AJ 

<he city, to exchange solemn oaths, of amnesty for the past,;V'~ 
with those against whom they had just been at war. Similar~ 
oaths of amnesty were also exchanged with those in Eleusis, V 
ts soon as that town came into their power. The only persons«~ 
:xcepted from this amnesty were the Thirty, the Eleven wht(' \' 

nad presided over the execution of all their atrocities, and the 
Ten who had governed in Peirreus. Even these persons were 
not peremptorily banished : opportunity was offered to them 
.o come in and take their trial of accountability (universal at 
\thens in the case of every magistrate on quitting office); so 
nat if acquitted, they would enjoy the benefit of the amnesty 
,s well as all others. 2 We know that Eratosthenes, one of the 
Thirty, afterwards returned to Athens ; since there remains a 
Jowerful harangue of Lysias invoking justice against him as 
having brought to death Polemarchus (the brother of Lysias). 
Eratosthenes was one of the minority of the Thirty who sided 
generally with Theramenes, and opposed to a considerable 
degree the extreme violences of Kritias-although personally 
~oncerned in that seizure and execution of the rich metics 

'w!Tich Theramenes had resisted, and which was one of the 
grossest misdeeds even of that dark period. He and Pheidon 
-being among the Ten named to succeed the Thirty after the 
death of Kritias, when the remaining members of that deposed 
Board retired to Eleusis-had endeavoured to maintain them-

• selves as a new oligarchy, carrying on war at the same time 
. 1gainst Eleusis and against the democratical exiles in Peirreus . 
.. <ailing in this, they had retired from the country, at the time 
,•hen the exiles returned, and when the democracy was first 

1 Plato, Epistol. vii. P· 324. Kal opwv O~'II'OV TOV$ lf•opas ~v xp6v"' oll.(jt'f' 
XPVO:OV a'II'OOEi;aVTaS T~/P lp.7rpOt78•v 1/'QAtTEiav, &c. 

2 Andokides de Mysteriis, s. 90. 
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re-established. But after a certain interval, the intense senti
ments of the moment having somewhat subsided, they were 
encouraged by their friends to return, and came back to stand 
their trial of accountability. It was on that occasion that 
Lysias preferred his accusation against Eratosthenes, the result 
of which we do not know, though we see plainly (even from 
the accusatory speech) that the latter had powerful friends to 
stand by him, and that the dikasts manifested considerable 
reluctance to condemn.! We Jearn moreover from the same 
speech, that such was the detestation of the Thirty among 
several of the states surrounding Attica, as to cause formal 
decrees for their expulsion or for prohibiting their coming. 2 

The sons, even of such among the Thirty as did not return, 
were allowed to remain at Athens, and enjoy their rights of 
citizen:. unmolested ; 3 a moderation rare in Grecian political 

e first public vote of the Athenians, after the conclusion 
~eace with Sparta and the return of the exiles, was to restore 
he former democracy purely and simply, to choose by lot the 

"nine Archons and the Senate of Five Hundred, and to elect 
1 the generals-all as before. It appears that this restoration of 
l : :y'the preceding constitution was partially opposed by a citizen 
'tfV" named Phormisius, who, having served with Thrasybulus in 

Peirreus, now moved that the political franchise should for the 
future be restricted to the possessors of land in Attica. His 
proposition was understood to be supported by the Lacedre
monians, and was recommended as calculated to make Athens 

1 All this may be collected from various passages of the Orat. xii. of 
Lysias. Eratosthenes did not stand alone on his trial, but in conjunction 
with other colleagues, though of course (pursuant to the psephism of Kan. 
n6nus) the vote of the dikasts would be taken about each separately-&AM 
7rapd. 'EpaTou8lvovs Kal Twv TOVTovt uvvapx&vTwv li(K71V ll.ap.{Jdvetv. • • ~ • 
P.110' U7rOV<TI p.€v TOLS TpldKOV'T"- ~'1ri{JOVAEVETE, 7rapOV7aS o' lttp'ij7E' P.710f T'ijs 
'TVX71S, ~ 'TOV'TOVS 7rapiowKE 'Tj1 7rOll.et, Kdl<tOV flp.iv aOTOLS flo1181J<T1/TE 
(s. So, 81): compares. 36. 

The number of friends prepared to back the defence of Eratosthenes, and 
to obtain his acquittal, chiefly by representing that he had done the least 
mischief of all the Thirty-that all that he had done had been under fear of 
his own life-that he had been the partisan and supporter of Theramenes, 
whose memory was at that time popular-may be seen in sections 51, 56,, 
65, 87, 88, gr. . :l 

There are evidences also of other accusations brought against the Thirty' 
before the senate of Areopagus (Lysias, Or. xi. cont. Theomnest. A. s. 31, 1 

B.s. 12). 
2 Lysias, Or. xii. cont. Eratosth. s. 36. 
8 Demosth. adv. Breotum de Dote Matern. c. 6, p. 1018. 
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march in better harmony with them. It was presented as a 
compromise between oligarchy and democracy, excluding both 
the poorer freemen and those whose property lay either in 
moveables or in land out of Attica; so that the aggregate. 
number of the disfranchised would have been five thousand 
persons. Since Athens now had lost her fleet and maritime 
empire, and since the importance of Peirreus was much curtaiJeQ. 
not merely by these losses, but by demolition of its separate , 
walls and of the long walls-Phormisius and others conceived~~, 
the opportunity favourable for striking out the maritime and\f,~ 
trading multitude from the roll of citizens. Many of these'.'~~ 
men must have been in easy and even opulent circumstances ; "~""'t 
but the bulk of them were poor; and Phormisius had of.~ 
course at his command the usual arguments, by which it is"'c,r-1 
attempted to prove that poor men have no business with 'II\' 
political judgement-oracfi01i Buf the proposition was rejected ; o)l 
the orator Lysias being ainong its opponents, and composing ' 
a speech against it which was either spoken, or intended to be 
spoken, by some eminent citizen in the assembly.1 

Unfortunately we have only a fragment of the speech remain
ing, wherein the proposition is justly criticised as mischievous 
and unseasonable, depriving Athens of a large portion of her 
legitimate strength, patriotism, and harmony, and even of sub
stantial men competent to serve as hoplites or horsemen-at a 
moment when she was barely rising from absolute prostration. 
Never certainly was the fallacy which connects political de
pravity or incapacity with a poor station, and political virtue or 
judgement with wealth-more conspicuously unmasked than in 
reference to the recent experience of Athens. The remark of 
Thrasybulus was most true 2--that a greater number of atrocities, 
both against person and against property, had been committed 

- i~ a few months by the Thirty, and abetted by the class of 
Horsemen, all rich men-than the poor majority of the Demos 
had sanctioned during two generations of democracy. More
over we know, on the authority of a witness unfriendly to the 
democracy, that the poor Athenian citizens, who served on 
shipboard and elsewhere, were exact in obedience to their 
commanders ; while the richer citizens who served as hoplites 
and horsemen and who laid claim to higher individual 
estimation, were far less orderly in the public service. 3 

The motion of Phormisius being rejected, the antecedent 
democracy was restored without qualification, together with 

1 Dionys. Hal. Jud. de Lysili., c. 32, p. 526; Lysias, Orat. xxxiv.,Bekk. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 4I. 3 Xenoph. Memor. iii. 5, I9. 
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the ordinances of Drako, and the laws, measures, and weights 
of Solon. But on closer inspection, it was found that the 
latter part of the resolution was incompatible with the amnesty 

. t"which had been just sworn. According to the laws of Solon 
p-1 and Drako, the perpetrators of enormities under the Thirty had 
~ rendered themselves guilty, and were open to trial. To escape 
.~'!J!if! consequence, a second .psephism or decree was passed, on 
..r'\~ proposition of Tisamenus, to review the laws of Solon and 
'1 / Drako, and re-enact them with such additions and amendments 

• as might be deemed expedient. Five Hundred citizens had 
just been chosen by the people as Nomothet::e or Law-makers, 
at the same time when the Senate of Five Hundred was taken 
by lot: out of these Nomothet::e, the senate now chose a select 
few, whose duty it was to consider all propositions for amend
ment or addition to the laws of the old democracy, and post 
them up for public inspection before the statues of the Epo
nymous Heroes, within the month then running.l The senate, 
and the entire body of Five Hundred Nomothet::e, were then 
to be convened, in order that each might pass in review, 
separately, both the old laws and the new propositions; the 
Nomothet::e being previously sworn to decide righteously. 
While this discussion was going on, every private citizen had 
liberty to enter the senate, and to tender his opinion with 
reasons for or against any law. All the laws which should 
thus be approved, (first by the senate, afterwards by the 

1 Andokid~s de Mysteriis, s. 83. '01rouwv o' t.v 1rpouolp (vo}Lwv), o1o • 
?I p 71 }L .! v 0 t v 0 }L 0 8 ''T a. t {J 1r 0 'T fi s fJ 0 v " fi s ava.-ypcl.cpov'T<S ~~~ ua.viuw 
~IC'Ttolwrwv 1rpos 'TOVs br:wVV}LOVS, ITIC01rEiV 'Trf fJovli.O}LfV'f, 1CO.l7ra.pa.otoOV'TWV'TO.Ls 
apxa.<s ~~~ 'TrfO< Tcji }L71V(· TOVS o< 1ra.pa.OtOO}Llvovs VO}LOVS OOICt}La<Tci.Tw 1r p 0 T. p 0 v 
TJ fJ 0 V 71. ~ I< a.l 0 / V 0 }L 0 8 { T a. t 0 / 1T € V T a. I< 6 ITt 0 t, 0 Vs o/ 0 7l }L 6 T a. t 
.r" o,.,. o, ~ .... ,o~ o~'"'~'&"a.uw. 

Putting together the two sentences in which the N omothetre are hlll"e
mentioned, Reiske and F. A. Wolf (Prolegom. ad Demos then. cont. Leptin. 
p. cxxix.} think that there were two classes ofN omothetre ; one class chosen 
by the senate, the other by the people. This appears to me very improbable. 
The persons chosen by the senate were invested with no final or decisive 
function whatever; they were simply chosen to consider what new proposi
tions were fit to be submitted for discussion, and to provide that such 
propositions should be publicly made know!\. Now any persons simply 
invested with this character of a preliminary committee, would not (in my 
judgement} be called Nomothetre. The reason why the persons here 
mentioned were so called, was, that they were a portion of the Five 
Hundred Nomothetre, in whom the power of peremptory decision ultimately 
rested. A small committee would naturally be entrusted with this prelim
inary duty ; and the members of that small committee were to be chosen 
by one of the bodies with whom ultimate decision rested, but chosen tJUt of 
the other. 
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N omothet::e) but no others--were to be handed to the 
magistrates, and inscribed on the walls of the Portico called 
Prekile, for public notoriety, as the future regulators of the cityJ. 
After the laws were promulgated by such public inscription, the ~. 
Senate of Areopagus was enjoined to take care that they should, 
be duly observed and enforced by the magistrates. A pro
visional committee of twenty citizens was named, to be gener-
ally responsible for the city during the time occupied in thisf\'IC..c.f 
revision.1 1. (. 

As soon as the laws had been revised and publicly inscribed W 
in the Prekile pursuant to the above decree, two concluding ~ 
laws were enacted which completed the purpose of the citizens. Cl.} 

The first of these laws forbade the magistrates to act upon,~ 
or permit to be acted upon, any law not among those inscribed; C.. (A! 
and declared that no psephism, either of the senate or of the~; ,J, 
people, should overrule any law.2 It renewed also the old ~. 
prohibition (dating from the days of Kleisthenes and the first'\1'1~ 
origin of the democracy), to enact a special law inflicting direct~ 
hardship upon any individual Athenian apart from the rest, ~ ~ 
unless by the votes of 6ooo citizens voting secretly. '5 ,(/ 

The second of the two laws prescribed, that all the legal 
adjudications and arbitrations which had been passed under 
the antecedent democracy should be held valid and unim
peached-but formally. annulled all which had been passed 
under the Thirty. It further provided that the laws now 
revised and inscribed, should only take effect from the archon
ship of Eukleides; that is, from the nomination of archons 
made after the recent return of Thrasybulus and renovation of 
the democracy.s 

1 Andokides de Mysteriis, s. 8r-85. 
2 Andokides de Myster. s. 87. >f~cf><up.u. 8~ 1'-'18/v, p.~n /3ou}l.f)s whT• 

-o1i7lou ( v&p.ou ), Kvp<chepov e1vu.<. 
It seems that the word v&p.ov ought properly to be inserted here: see 

Demosth. cont. Aristokrat. c. 23, p. 649. 
Compare a similar use of the phrase-p.'lo~v Kvp<wnpov elvu.!-in Demo

sthen. cont. Lakrit. c. 9, p. 937· 
3 Andokidesde Myster. s. 87. We see (from Demosthen. cont. Timokrat. 

c. rs, p. 718) that Andokides has not cited the law fully. He has omitted 
these words-b,.&uu. 8' ~,.l Twv Tp<ci.Kovru. lrrpcl.x8'1, 'lj l8l=t :q 8'1p.o<Tl'f ll.Kvpu. 
eivu.<-these words not having any material connexion with the point at 
which he was aiming. Compare JEschines cont. Tirnarch. c. 9· p. zs
Kal ~UTW Taii-ra if~evpa, ifJtT1f'Ep T¢ ~1rl TilJV -rptdiCOV'Ta, ~ 'TQ. 7rp0 Einci\e[8ov, :f} et 
'TtS CfJ...i\'17 1rcfnrOTE 'TOta.6T?J f"'ffVE'TO 7rpo8EcTJ.da. . .. 

Tisamenus is probably. the same person of whom Lysias speaks contemptu-
ously-Or. xxx. cont. N1komach. s. 36. · 

Meier (De Bonis Damnatorum, p. 71) thinks that there is a contradiction 
l:>etween the decree proposed by Ti:;amenus (Andok. de Myst. s. 83), and 

K 2 
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By these ever-memorable enactments, all acts done prior to 

,. the nomination of the archon Eukleides and his colleagues (in 

1 ~the summer of 403 B.c.) were excluded from serving as grounds 
1(.1 r criminal process against any citizen. To ensure more fully 
S ~hat this should be carried into effect, a special clause was 
'·~ '. ~dded to the oath taken annually by the senators, as well as to 
f"r' 't~a.t taken by the Heliastic dikasts. The senators pledged r ·--6emselves by oath not to receive any impeachment, or give 
;.v~' effect to any arrest, founded on any fact prior to the archon-

. ship of Eukleides, excepting only against the Thirty and the 
other individuals expressly shut out from the amnesty, and 
now in exile.1 To the oath annually taken by the Heliasts, 
also, was added the clause-" I will not remember past wrongs, 
nor will I abet any one else who shall remember them; on the 
contrary,2 I will give my vote pursuant to the existing laws:" 

another decree proposed by Diokl~s, cited in the Oration of Demosth. cont. 
Timokr. c. II, p. 713. But there is no real contradiction between the two, 
and the only semblance of contradiction that is to be found, arises from the 
fact that the law of Diokl~s is not correctly given as it now stands. It 
ought to be read thus- , 

AtoK~3js ehre, Taus v&p.ovs oroh 1rpb EvK!I.eiliov ore8tvoras ~v O'Tif.LOKpaorl<f, Kal 
80'o< ~.,.· Ev/Cii.Elliov lort8710'av, /Cal ElO'lV aJia-yeypap.p.tvo<, [&..,.' E v "II. e{ 15 0 v] 
~evplovs elvat· -roVs ~€ p.eT' Elnci\El01]v -re8lv-ras Kal -roA.ot?rbv Tt8EJ.dvovs, 1wplovs 
elva< Q..,.b oriis f7p.lpas ~s g~<aO"oros ~ort871, 1rii.~W e1 orre 1rpoO"-yt-ypa..-ora< xp&vos 
8vortva lie'L l£fx•w. 'E.,.<-ypc!ljla< Iii, oro"is p.~v vilv K<<p.evo<s orov -ypap.p.aorla orijs 
.Bov!l.ijs orp<aKovora f7p.epwv· orb 15£ il.o<..-&v, tis &.v orv-yxc!vp -ypap.p.aore6wv, 1rpo0'
-ypacpe7w ..-apaxpiip.a orbv v&p.ov te6p<ov elva< &...-b orijs f7p.tpas ~s ~or€871. 

The words &. ..-' E v " II. e { 15 o v, which stand between brackets in the second 
line, are inserted on my own conjecture ; and I venture to think that any 
one who will read the whole law through and the comments of the orator 
upon it, will see that they are imperatively required to make the sense 
complete. The entire scope and purpose of the law is to regulate clearly 
the time from whick each law shall begin to be valid. 

As the first part of the law reads now, without these words, it has no 
pertinence-no bearing on the main purpose contemplated by Diokl~s in"'Tne 
second part, nor on the reasonings of Demosthen~s afterwards. It is easy 
to understand how the words &..,.' EvK!I.Eloov should have dropped out, seeing 
that ~ ... • EvK!I.Eloov immediately precedes : another error has been in fact 
introduced, by putting &...-' Evte!l.elliov in the former case instead of br' Evte!l.ei
liov-which error has been corrected by various recent editors, on the 
authority of some MSS. 

The law of Diokl~s, when properly read, fully harmonises with that of 
Tisamenus. Meier wonders that there is no mention made of the lioK<p.aO"ia 
v&p.wv by the Nomothe~, which is prescribed in the decree of Tisamenus. 
But it was not necessary to mention this expressly, since the words 80'o< 
elO"lv &.va-ye-ypap.p.tvo< presuppose the foregone lioK<p.aO'ia. 

1 Andokid~s de Mysteriis, s. 91. teal ov lit~op.a< (vli«~w oM£ a1ra-yw-ylw 
gVE/Ca "l'WV 1rp0orepov "fE"fEV71f.LEVWV, "lril.l}v "l'WV </>•v-yovorwv. 

2 Andokid. de Mysta-iis, s. 91. teal ov f.LV710'L/CrtiC1)0'w, ovo£ lf!l.!l.q> (sc. I£Mre 
PV'TIO'L/Ca/COUVTL) "lrEiO'op.a<, lf'Ticf>!Oup.a< o£ tcaora "l'OVS I<E<p.tvovs v&p.ovs. 
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which laws proclaimed themselves as only taking effect from 

1 the archonship of Eukleides. --t...-. 
A still further precaution was taken to bar all actions for,~ 

redress or damages founded on acts done prior to the archon-r f.lw"'' 
ship of Eukleides. On the motion of Archinus (the principa~- ~ 
colleague of Thrasybulus at Phyle), a law was passed, grantin~ 
leave to any defendant against whom such an action might be v~"' 
brought, to plead an exception in bar (or Paragraphe) upon~ 
the special ground of the amnesty and the legal prescription 
connected with it. The legal effect of this Paragraphe or 
exceptional plea, in Attic procedure, was to increase both the 
chance of failure, and the pecuniary liabilities in case of failure, 
on the part of the plaintiff; also to better considerably the 
chances of the defendant. This enactment is said to have 
been moved by Archinus, on seeing that some persons were 
beginning to institute actions at law, in spite of the amnesty; 
and for the better prevention of all such claims.1 

By such additional enactments, security was taken that the 

This clause does not appear as pa1t of the Heliastic oath.given in Demo
sthen. cont. Timokrat. c. 36, p. 746. It was extremely significant and 
valuable for the few years immediately succeeding the renovation of the 
democracy. But its value was essentially temporary, and it was doubtless 
dropped within twenty or thirty years after the period to which it specially 
applied. 

The Orat. xviii. of lsokrates-Paragraphe cont. Kallirnachum-informs 
us .. on these points-especially sections I -4. 

Kallimachus had entered an action against the client of Isokrates for 
10,000 drachrnre (s. 15-17), charging him as an accomplice of Patrokles (the 
King-Archon under the Ten who immediately succeeded the Thirty, prior 
to the return of the exiles), in seizing and confiscating a sum of money 
belonging to Kallimachus. The latter, in commencing this action, was 
under the necessity of paying the fees called prytaneia; a sum proportional 
to what was claimed, and amounting to 30 drachmre, when the sum claimed 

-me-between 1000 and 10,000 drachmre. Suppose that action had gone to 
trial directly, Kallimachus, if he lost his cause, would have to forfeit his 
prytaneia, but he would forfeit no more. Now according to the Paragraphe 
permitted by the law of Archinus, the defendant is allowed to make oath 
that the action against him is founded upon a fact prior to the archonship 
of Eukleides ; and a cause is then tried first, upon that special issue, upon 
which the defendant is allowed to speak first, before the plaintiff. If the 
verdict, on this special issue, is given in favour of the defendant, the plaintiff 
is not only disabled from proceeding further with his action, but is con
demned besides to pay to the defendant the forfeit called Epobely; that is, 
one-sixth part of the sum claimed. But if, on the contrary, the verdict on the 
special issue be in favour of the plaintiff, he is held entitled to proceed further 
with his original action, and to receive besides at once, from the plaintiff, 
the like forfeit or epobely. Information on these regulations of procedure 
in the Attic dikasteries may be found in Meier and Schomann, Attischer 
Prozess, p. 647; Platner, Prozess und Klagen, vol. i. p. 156-162. 
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· proceedings of the courts of justice should be in full conformity 

: 1- with the amnesty recently sworn, and that, neither directly nor 
, •' .indirectly, should any person be molested for wrongs done 

,'anterior to Eukleides. And in fact the amnesty was faithfully 
~observed : the re-entering exiles from Peirreus, and the Horse-

2
.J, men with other partisans of the Thirty in Athens, blended 

ain together into one harmonious and equal democracy. 
Eight years prior to these incidents, we have seen the oli

archical conspiracy of the Four Hundred, for a moment 
ccessful, and afterwards overthrown; and we have had 
casion to notice, in reference to that event, the wonderful 

:V-" :lbsence of all reactionary violence on the part of the victorious 
1 eople, at a moment of severe provocation for the past and 
~ t. extreme apprehension for the future. We noticed that Thucy
~~dides, no friend to the Athenian democracy, selected precisely 
\~ r th~tt occasion-on which some manifestation of vindictive im-
~ulse might have been supposed likely and natural-to bestow 

'~~"'p the most unqualified eulogies on their moderate and gentle 
, bearing. Had the historian lived to describe the reign of the 

Thirty and the restoration which followed it, we cannot doubt 
that his expressions would have been still warmer and more 
emphatic in the same sense. Few events in history, either 
ancient or modern, are more astonishing than the behaviour of 
the Athenian people, on recovering their democracy after the 
overthrow of the Thirty: and when we view it in conjunction with 
the like phrenomenon after the deposition of the Four Hundred, 
we see that neither the one nor the other arose from peculiar 
caprice or accident of the moment ; both depended upon per
manent attributes of the popular character. If he knew nothing 
else except the events of these two periods, we should be 
warranted in dismissing, on that evidence alone, the strin~ 
contemptuous predicates,-giddy, irascible, jealous, unjust, 
greedy, &c.-one or other of which Mr. Mitford so frequently 
pronounces, and insinuates even when he does not pronounce 
them, respecting the Athenian people.1 A people whose habitual 

1 Wachsmuth-who admits into his work, with little or no criticism, 
everything which has ever been said against the Athenian people, and 
indeed against the Greeks generally-affirms, contrary to all evidence and 
probability, that the amnesty was not really observed at Athens. (Wachsm. 
Hellen. Alterth. ch. ix. s. 7 I, vol. ii. p. 267.) 

The simple and distinct words of Xenophon-coming as they do from the 
mouth of so very hostile a witness-are sufficient to refute him-Kal 
op.&rrav'TES lipKOVS ;j p.~V p.~ JJ.V'I/ITIKaK~rTEIV, f'Tt Kal VVV Op.oiJ 'TE 'lrOAI'TEVOV'Tat, 
Kal 'TOtS 8pKOIS ep.p.tVEI 0 oijp.os (Hellen, ji, 4, 43)•1 

The passages to which Wachsmuth makes reference do not in the least 
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temper and morality merited these epithets, could not have acted 
as the Athenians acted both after the Four Hundred and after 
the Thirty. Particular acts may be found in their history which 
justify severe censure ; but as to the permanent elements of 
character, both moral and intellectual, no population in· history 
has ever afforded stronger evidence than the Athenians on these 
two memorable occasions. 

If we follow the acts of the Thirty, we shall see that the~ 
Horsemen and the privileged Three Thousand hoplites in the ~ 
city had made themselves partisans in every species of flagitious +r'; 
crime which could possibly be imagined to exasperate the feel- :"""U 
ings of the exiles. The latter on returning saw before them~~"'
men who had handed in their relations to be put to death 
without trial-who had seized upon and enjoyed their property~ ~U 
--who had expelled them all from the city, and a large portion~ f!.. 
of them even from Attica-and who had held themselves in · t'
mastery not merely by the overthrow of the constitution, but 'yJI 'V 
also by inviting and subsidising foreign guards. Such atrocities, ~~~o! 
conceived and ordered by the Thirty, had been executed by the SV-1 
aid, and for the joint benefit (as Kritias justly remarked 1) of 
those occupants of the city whom the exiles found on returning. 
Now Thrasybulus, Anytus, and the rest of these exiles, liaw 
their property all pillaged and appropriated by others during 
the few months of their absence: we may presume that their 
lands-which had probably not been sold, but granted to 
individual members or partisans of the Thirty 2-were restored 
to them ; but the moveable property could not be reclaimed, 
and the losses .to which they remained subject were prodigious. 

establish his point. Even if actions at law or accusations had been brought, 
in violation of the amnesty, this would not prove that the people violated 
it ; unless we also knew that the dikastery had affirmed those actions. But 
~oes not refer to any actions or accusations preferred on any such 
ground. He only notices some cases in which, accusation being preferred 
on grounds subsequent to Eukleid&s, the accuser makes allusion in his 
speech to other matters anterior to Eukleid&s. Now every speaker before 
the Athenian dikastery thinks himself entitled to call up before the dikasts 
the whole past life of his opponent, in the way of analogous evidence going 
to attest the general character of the latter, good or bad. For example, the 
accuser of Sokrat&s mentions, as a point going to impeach the general 
character of Sokrates, that he had been the teacher of Kritias ; while the 
philosopher in his defence alludes to his own resolution and virtue as Pry
tanis in the assembly by which the generals were condemned after the battle 
of Arginusre. Both these allusions come out as evidences to general 
character. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 4, 9· 
2 ~enoph. 11elle~. ii.1, I.' ~')'OV a~ €K TWv xwplwv (ol 'TpLdKovra) Yv' aV'Tol 

ICctl 01 <J>lil.ol TOVS TOVTWV ct'YpOUS <XO<EV. 
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The men who had caused and profited by these losses l_often 
with great brutality towards the wives and families of the exiles, 
as we know by the case of the orator Lysias-were now at 
Athens, all individually well known to the sufferers. In like 
manner, the sons and brothers of Leon and the other victims 
of the Thirty, saw before them the very citizens by whose hands 
their innocent relatives had been consigned without trial to 
prison and execution.2 The amount of wrong suffered had 
been infinitely greater than in the time of the Four Hundred, 
and the provocation, on every ground public and private, 
violent to a degree never exceeded in history. Yet with all 
this sting fresh in their bosoms, we find the victorious multi
tude, on the latter occasion as well as on the former, burying 
the past in an indiscriminate amnesty, !!-nd anxious only for the 
future harmonious march ofthe renovated and all-comprehensive 
democracy. We see the sentiment of commonwealth in the 
Demos, twice contrasted with the sentiment of faction in an 
ascendent oligarchy ; 8 twice triumphant over the strongest 
countermotives, over the most bitter recollections of wrongful 
murder and spoliation, over all that passionate rush of reaction
ary appetite which characterises the moment of political restora
tion. " Bloody will be the reign of that king who comes back 
to his kingdom from exile "-says the Latin poet: bloody 
indeed had been the rule of Kritias and those oligarchs who 
had just come back from exile : "harsh is a Demos (observes 

1 Isokrat@s cont. Kallimach. Or. xviii. s. 30. 
0pau6/3ov;\.os ,..., ICal' AvvTos, p.l-yl<TTOJI ,.., avvdp.€VOl TO>V lv TV 7r0A€l, '!ro;\.;\.wv 

a~ fl:rrE(]''TEp'fJ}J.~JIOL XP7Jp.&:rwv, elO&-res B~ TOVs lt.1r'O")'pd~avTas, 8p.oos oV T'OA.p.Wutv 
alrrots 8(1Cas ;\.al'xdv<w o!Jii€ f.<V71<Tl1CIJ.IC<tv, ¢.;1.;1.' <lKal 7r<pl Twv /f;l.;\.o>V p.ii.l\;l.ov 
~Tlpwv MvavTal li•a.,.pdTT<<T8a•, ¢.;1.}1.' o~v 1r<pl -r• Twv iv Tats uvv81,1Ca•s luov 
~X€LV Tots lf'A'AolS ~lOVO"lV. 

On the other hand, the young Alkibiades (in the Orat. xvi. of Isokr~ 
De Bigis, s. 56) is made to talk about others recovering their property-Twv 
/f;I.'Awv ICOf.l<(op.<vwv Td.s ovulas. My statement in the text reconciles these 
two. The young Alkibiades goes on to state that the people had passed a 
vote to grant compensation to him for the confiscation of his father's pro
perty, but that the power of his enemies had disappointed him of it. We 
may well doubt whether such vote ever really passed. 

It appears however that Batrachus, one of the chief informers who 
brought in victims for the Thirty, thought it prudent to live afterwards out 
of Attica (Lysias cont. Andokid. Or. vi. s. 46), though he would have been 
legally protected by the amnesty. 

2 Andokid@s de Mysteriis, s. 94· Ml'A~Tos li' a~ o~Toul &...1,-ya')'<v i1rl Twv 
orptclKovTa AlovTa., &s Vue'is G:rraVTES 1f1TE, Kal 0:1rl8avev ~Keivos liKpt-ros • • • • 
ME'A7J'TOV To!vvv 'I'Ois 1raurl Tois Toil Alowros obK ~U'Tt <f>&vov BtcfHcetv, Cht 'To'is 
VOp.a<S lift xp1)u8a• ¢,.,.' EviC'Afiliov lfpxovTos· l7r€l &s ')'€ OVK ¢.1fi,')'a')'<V, o!J8' 
a!JTOS b.vTl;\.~')'fl. 

a Thucyd. vi. 39· lii),..ov, ~6p:~rav wvop.du8a•, o;l.•l'apxlav li€ p.tpos. 
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.iEschylus) which has just got clear of misery." 1 But the 
Athenian Demos, on coming back from Peirreus, exhibited the 
rare phrenomenon of a restoration after cruel wrong suffered, 
sacrificing all the strong impulse of retaliation to a generous 
and deliberate regard for the future march of the commonwealth. 
Thucydides remarks that the moderation of political antipathy 
which prevailed at Athens after the victory of the people over 
the Four Hundred, was the main cause which revived Athens 
from her great public depression and danger.2 Much more 
forcibly does this remark apply to the restoration after the 
Thirty, when the public condition of Athens was at the lowest 
depth of abasement, from which nothing could have rescued 
her except such exemplary wisdom and patriotism on the part 
of her victorious Demos. Nothing short of this could have 
enabled her to accomplish that partial resurrection-into an 
independent and powerful single state, though shorn of her 
imperial power-which will furnish material for the subsequent 
portion of our history. ~ ~, 

While we note the memorable resolution of the Athenian':"":.\ 
people to forget that which could not be remembered without VJ"": 
ruin to the future march of the democracy-we must at the ~ 
same time observe that which they took special pains to pre- ' 
serve from being forgotten. They formally recognised all the~ 
adjudged cases and all the rights of property as existing under~ 
the democracy· anterior to the Thirty. "You pronouNced, 
fellow-citizens (says Andokides), that all the judicial verdicts 
and all the decisions of arbitrators passed under the democracy 
should remain valid ; in order that there might be no abolition 
of debts, no reversal of private rights, but that every man might 
have the means of enforcing contracts due to him by others." a 
If the Athenian people had been animated by that avidity to 
~oil the rich, and that subjection to the passion of the 
moment, which Mr. Mitford imputes to them in so many chap
ters of his history-neither motive nor opportunity was now 
wanting for wholesale confiscation; of which the rich them
selves, during the dominion of the Thirty, had set abundant 
example. The amnesty as to political wrong, and the indelible 

1 JEschylus, Sept. ad Thebas, v. 1047-
Tpo.x:Vt; "'t~ p.Evro' a~p.Ot; EK¢vyWv ICO.Kti. 

2 Thucyd. viii. 97. 
3 Andokides de Mysteriis, s. 88. T?t.s ,..~, lil~<as, if, lfvlip•s, Kal .,.Q.s lital.,.as 

eTrotf,!Tan Kvplas dvat, .ITrOtTal ev 01/f.'OKpaTovl''"'!l TV 7rOA.€t E"(,vovTo, 81rc.>s 
f.'fl'!"€ XPEWV c't.7rOK07rU.l fi€V f.'fi'!"E o£1<a1 c't.vJ.ot!<OI "(tVOIV'TO, c't,A,A,Q. 'TWV lo£wv 
tTIIf.'/3oA.alwv al 1rpd~EIS •l•v. 
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wory as to the rights of property, stand alike conspicuous as 
ences of the real character of the Athenian Demos. 

f we wanted any further proof of their capacity of taking 
largest and soundest views on a difficult political situation, 

~~~e should find it in another of their measures at this critical 
eriod. The Ten who had succeeded to the oligarchical 
residency of Athens after the death of Kritias and the 
xpulsion of the Thirty, had borrowed from Sparta the sum 

of one hundred talents, for the express purpose of making war 
on the exiles in Peirreus. After the peace, it was necessary 
that such sum should be repaid, and some persons proposed 
that recourse should be had to the property of those individuals 
and that party who had borrowed the money. The apparent 
equity of the proposition was doubtless felt with peculiar force 
at a time when the public treasury was in the extreme of 
poverty. But nevertheless both the democratical leaders and 
the people decidedly opposed it, resolving to recognise the 

· ):lebt as a public charge; in which capacity it was afterwards 
. • -liquidated, after some delay arising from an unsupplied 

. treasury.1 

· · .. ' v0-11 that was required from the Horsemen or Knights who 
~.~ad been active in the service of the Thirty, was that they 
t:~·\M}duld repay the sums which had been advanced to them by 
f~~he latter as outfit. Such advance to the Horsemen, subject 
i'f' to subsequent repayment, and seemingly distinct from the 

regular military pay-appears to have been customary practice 
under the previous democracy; 2 but we may easily believe that 
the Thirty had carried it to an abusive excess, in their anxiety 
to enlist or stimulate partisans-when we recollect that they 
resorted to means more nefarious for the same end. There 
were of course great individual differences among these Knights, 
as to the degree in which each had lent himself to the misde~ 

1 Isokrat@s, Areopagit. Or. vii. s. 77 ; Demosth. cont. Leptin. c. 5, 
P· 46o. 

2 Lysias pro Mantitheo, Or. xvi. s. 6-8. I accept substantially the 
explanation which Harpokration and Photius give of the word KaTci.cT'racns, 
in spite of the objections taken to it by M. Boeckh, which appear to me not 
founded upon any adequate ground. I cannot but think that Reiske is right 
in distinguishing Ka'Tci.O'Tacr<s from the pay-,U&0'86s. 

See Boeckh, Public Economy of Athens, b. ii. sect. 19, p. 250. In the 
Appendix to this work (which is not translated into English along with the 
work itself) he further gives the Fragment of an Inscription which he considers 
to bear upon this resumption of KaTci.O'TaO'.s from the Horsemen or Knights 
after the Thirty. But the Fragment is so very imperfect, that nothing can 
be affirmed with any certainty concerning it: see the Staatshaush. der 
Atbener, Appendix, vol. ii. pp. 207, 208. 
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of the oligarchy. Even the most guilty of them were not 
molested, and they were sent four years afterwards to serve 
with Agesilaus in Asia, at a time when the Lacedremonians 
required from Athens a contingent of cavalry; 1 the Demos 
being well-pleased to be able to provide for them an honour
able foreign service. But the general body of Knights suffered 
so little disadvantage from the recollection of the Thirty, that 
many of them in after-days became senators, generals, hippan::hs, 
and occupants of other considerable posts in the state. 2 

Although the decree of Tisamenus-prescribing a revisio4_~ 
of the laws without delay, and directing that the laws when~' 
so revised should be posted up for public view, to form the 
sole and exclusive guide of the Dikasteries-had been passed . 
immediately after the return from Peirreus and the confirmation~~ 
of the amnesty, yet it appears that considerable delay took'\""' 
place before such enactment was carried into full effect. A 
person named Nikomachus, being charged with the duty, 
stands accused of having performed it tardily as well as 
corruptly. He as well as Tisamenus 3 was a scribe or secretary; 
under which name were included a class of paid officers, highly 
important in the detail of business at Athens, though seemingly 
men of low birth, and looked upon as filling a subordinate 
station, open to sneers from unfriendly orators. The boards, 
the magistrates, and the public bodies were so frequently 
changed at Athens, that the continuity of public business could 
only have been maintained by paid secretaries of this character, 
who devoted themselves constantly to the duty. 4 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. iii. r, 4· 
2 Lysias, Or. xvi. pro Mantitheo, s. 9, ro; Lysias, cont. Evandr. Or. 

xxvi. s. 21-25. 
We see from this latkr oration (s. 26) that Thrasybulus helped some of 

~e chief persons, who had been in the city and had resisted the return of 
the exiles, to get over the difficulties of the Dokimasy (or examination into 
character, previously to being admitted to take possession of any office, to 
which a man had been either elected or drawn by lot) in after-years. He 
spoke in favour of Evander, in order that the latter might be accepted as 
King-Archon. 

3 I presume confidently that Tisamenus the scribe, mentioned in Lysias 
cont. Nikomach. s. 37, is the same person as Tisamenus named in 
Andokides de Mysteriis (s. 83) as the proposer of the memorable 
psephism. 

4 See M. Boeckh's Public Economy of Athens, b. ii. c. 8, p. r86, Eng. 
Tr., for a summary of all that is known respecting these -ypap.p.o:riis or 
secretaries. 

The expression in Lysias cont. Nikomach. s. 38-IIT< 07ro-ypap.p.aT<vcrat 
oln< t~E(fTt Ills Tbv avTbv T~ apxjl Tjl avTjl-is correctly explained by M. 
Boeckh as having a very restricted meaning, and as only applying to two 
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Nikomachus had been named, during the democracy 

. ~terior to the Thirty, for the purpose of preparing a fair 
~t;~nscript, and of posting up afresh (probably in clearer 
~ characters and in a place more convenient for public view) the 
~old laws of Solon. We can well understand that the renovated 

~IDocratical feeling-which burst out after the expulsion of 
l:t~ Four Hundred and dictated the vehement psephism of 

~
ophantus-might naturally also produce such a com

r'~ sion as this, for which Nikomachus, both as one of the 
ublic scribes or secretaries, and as an able speaker,! was a 

; _u5uitable person. His accuser (for whom Lysias composed his 
,....-thirtieth oration now remaining) denounces him as having not 
: .. only designedly lingered in the business, for the purpose of 

~
{olonging the period of remuneration-but even as having 

• ' ~uptly tampered with the old laws, by new interpolations 
as well as by omissions. How far such charges may have 

'tJbeen merited, we have no means of judging; but even assum
• 'ing Nikomachus to have been both honest and diligent, he 
~ would find no small difficulty in properly discharging his duty 

of Anagrapheus 2 or "Writer-up" of all the old laws of Athens, 
from Solon downward. Both the phraseology of these old 
laws and the alphabet in which they were written, were in 
many cases antiquated and obsolete; 3 while there were doubt
less also cases in which one law was at variance, wholly or 
partially, with another. Now such contradictions and archaisms 
would be likely to prove offensive, if set up in a fresh place 
and with clean, new characters ; yet Nikomachus had no 
authority to make the smallest alteration, and might naturally 
therefore be tardy in a commission which did not promise 
much credit to him in its result. 

These remarks tend to show that the necessity of a fresh 
collection and publication (if we may use ·that word) of th~ 
laws, had been felt prior to the time of the Thirty. But such 
successive years. And I think we may doubt whether in practice it was 
rigidly adhered to ; though it is possible to suppose that these secretaries 
alternated among themselves from one board or office to another. Their 
great usefulness consisted in the fact, that they were constantly in the 
service, and thus kept up the continuous march of the details. 

1 Lysias, Or. xxx. cont. Nikomach. s. 32. 
2 Lysias, Or. xxx. cont. Nikomach. s. 33· "Wachsmuth calls him 

erroneously Antigrapheus instead of Anagrapheus (Hellen. Alterth. vol. ii. 
ix. p. 269). 

It seems by Orat. vii of Lysias (s. 20, 36, 39) that Nikomachus was at 
enmity with various persons who employed Lysias as their logograph or 
speech·writer. 

s Lysias, Or. x. cont. Theomnest. A. s. 16-20. 
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a project could hardly be realised without at the same time 
revising the laws, as a body, removing all flagrant contra
dictions, and rectifying what might glaringly displease the , 
age either in substance or in style. Now the psephism of 
Tisamenus, one of the first measures of the renewed democracy 
after the Thirty, both prescribed such revision and set in 
motion a revising body; but an additional decree was now 
proposed and carried by Archinus, relative to the alphabet in 
which the revised laws should be drawn up. The Ionic 
alphabet-that is, the full Greek alphabet of twenty-four 
letters, as now written and printed-had been in use at Athens 
universally, for a considerable time, apparently for two genera
tions; but from tenacious adherence to ancient custom, the 
laws had still continued to be consigned to writing in the old 
Attic alphabet of only sixteen or eighteen letters. It was now 
ordained that this scanty alphabet should be discontinued, 
and that the revised laws, as well as all future public acts, 
should be written up in the full Ionic alphabet.1 

Partly through this important reform, partly through the 
revising body, partly through the agency of Nikomachus, wlr!S. 
was still continued as Anagrapheus-the revision, inscription; t'., 
and publication of the laws in their new alphabet was at 
length completed. But it seems to have taken two years to. ,

1 
perform-or at least two years elapsed before Nikomachus , , , 
went through his trial of accountability.2 He appears to have • 
made various new propositions of his own, which were among · 
those adopted by the N omothetre : for these his accuser attacks .' 
him, on the trial of accountability, as well as on the still 
graver allegation of having corruptly falsified . the decisions 
of that body-writing up what they had not sanctioned, or 
suppressing that which they had sanctioned.s ~ 

- The archons hip of Eukleides, succeeding immediately to the~ 
Anarchy, (as the archonship of Pythodorus, or the period. \ • .G 
of the Thirty, was denominated,) became thus a cardinal point~ 
or epoch in Athenian history. We cannot doubt that the laws"\ 

1 See Taylor, Vit. Lysire, pp. 53,54; Franz, Element. Epigraphica Grrec, 
Introd. p. r8-24. 

2 Lysias, cont. Nikom. s. 3· His employment had lasted six years alto
gether: four years before the Thirty-two years after them-s. 7• At least 
this seems the sense of the orator. 

3 I presume this to be the sense of s. 21 of the Oration of Lysias against 
him-oi p.ev v&p.ovs ~-r{811v 7r<pl -ri)s ~va-ypa¢1)s, &c. : also s. 33-45-
'lrapat<all.ovp.ev ~v -rjj t<p{ue• TIP,OJpe'iuBa• -rolls -r~v VJLE-rlpav vop.o8eu!av 
~<Pav! ( ov-ras, &c. 

The tenor of the oration, however, is unfortunately obscure, 
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~~~e forth out of this revision considerably modified, though 
':T~nhappily we possess no particulars on the subject. We learn 
·~ that the political franchise was, on the proposition of Aristo
V'' phon, so far restricted for the future, that no person could be a 
t! ,citizen by birth except the son of citizen parents on both sides; 
"'~w~ereas previously, it had been sufficient if the father alone was 

~
. citizen.1 The rhetor Lysias, by station a metic, had not only 
suffered great loss, narrowly escaping death from the Thirty 
(who actually put to death his brother Polemarchus)-but had 
contributed a large sum to assist the armed efforts of the exiles 
under Thrasybulus in Peirreus. As a reward and compensa
tion for such antecedents, the latter proposed that the franchise 
of citizen should be conferred upon him; but we are told that 
this decree, though adopted by the people, was afterwards 
indicted by Archinus as illegal or informal, and cancelled. 
Lysias, thus disappointed of the citizenship, passed the re
mainder of his life as an Isoteles, or non-freeman on the best 
condition, exempt from the peculiar burdens upon the class of 
metics.2 

Such refusal of citizenship to an eminent man like Lysias, 
o had both acted and suffered in the cause of the demo

Jl\"'Mcy, when combined with the decree of Aristophon above 
;\Fnoticed, implies a degree of augmented strictness which we can 
~~nly partially explain. It was not merely the renewal of her 

mocracy for which Athens had now to provide. She had 
I' o to accommodate her legislation and administration to her 

ture march as an isolated state, without empire or foreign 
~~,dencies. For this purpose material changes must have 
v ~n required : among others, we know that the Board of 
~,, {i.el.lenotamire (originally named for the collection and manage
J;~'hient of the tribute at Delos, but attracting to themselves 
>iffiadually more extended functions, until they became ultimate! }o;-

m ediately before the Thirty, the general paymasters of the 
s was discontinued, and such among its duties as did not 

~ ass away along with the loss of the foreign empire, were trans
ferred to two new officers-the treasurer at war, .and the 
manager of the Theorikon, or religious festival-fund. 3 

Respecting these two new departments, the latter of which 
especially became so much extended as to comprise most of 

1 Isreus, Or. viii. De Kiron. Sort. s. 61 ; Demosthen. cont. Eubulid. c. 
ro, p. 1307. 

2 Plutarch, Vit. X. Oratt. (Lysias) p. 836; Taylor, Vit. Lysire, p. 53· 
3 See respecting this change Boeckh, Public Econ. of Athens, ii. 7, p. 

180 seq., Eng. Tr. 
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the disbursements of a peace-establishment, I shall speak more .. 
fully hereafter; at present I only notice them as manifestations 
of the large change in Athenian administration consequent . 
upon the loss of the empire. There were doubtless many 
other changes arising from the same cause, though we do not 
know them in detail; and I incline to number among such the 
alteration above noticed respecting the right of citizenship. 
While the Athenian empire lasted, the citizens of Athens wer~ 
spread over the .LEgean in every sort of capacity-as settlers, 
merchants, navigators, soldiers, &c., which must have tended 
materially to encourage intermarriages between them and the 
women of other Grecian insular states. Indeed we are even 
told that an express permission of connubium with Athenians 
was granted to the inhabitants of Eubcea 1-a fact (noticed 
by Lysias) of some moment in illustrating the tendency of the 
Athenian empire to multiply family ties between Athens and 
the allied cities. Now, according to the law which prevailed 
before Eukleides, the son of every such marriage was by birth 
an Athenian citizen ; an arrangement at that time useful to 
Athens, as strengthening the bonds of her empire-and emi
nently useful in a larger point of view, among the causes of 
Pan-Hellenic sympathy. But when Athens was deprived both 
of her empire and her fleet, and confined within the limits of 
Attica-there no longer remained any motive to continue such 
a regulation, so that the exclusive city-feeling, instinctive in the 
Grecian mind, again became predominant. Such is perhaps. 
the explanation of the new restrictive law proposed by Aristopho~p; 

Thrasybulus and the gallant handful of exiles who had first~ 
seized Phyle, received no larger reward than 1ooo drachm<e for{\')) 
a co~mon sacrifice and v?tive offering, .together with wreaths V 
of ohve as a token of gratitude from the1r countrymen.2 The/1\" 

-debt which Athens owed to Thrasybulus was indeed such~ 
as could not be liquidated by money. To his individual<}" 
patriotism, in great degree, we may ascribe not only the 
restoration of the democracy, but its good behaviour when 
restored. How different would have been the consequences of 
the restoration and the conduct of the people, had the event 
been brought about by a man like Alkibiades, applying great 
abilities principally to the furtherance of his own cupidity and 
power! 

1 Lysias, Fragm. Or. xxxiv. De non dissolvend~ Republid, s .. )-a.>..>.4 
Kal EV/3ot•ii<nv bwyap.lav ~1row6p.•8a., &c. 

2 .!Eschines, cont. Ktesiphon. c. 62, p. 437 ; Cornel. Nepos, Thrasybul. 
c. 4· 
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: At the restoration of the democracy, however, Alkibiades 
~was already no more. Shortly after the catastrophe at JEgos
t potami, he had sought shelter in the satrapy of Pharnabazus, 
~ no longer thinking himself safe from Laced::emonian persecution 
~ . .in his forts on the Thracian Chersonese. He carried with him 
~lK:~ good deal of property, though he left still more behind him 
J.~n these forts; how acquired, we do not know. But having 
~'rossed apparently to Asia by the Bosporus, he was plundered 
,,. by the Thracians in Bithynia, and incurred much loss before he 

could reach Pharnabazus in Phrygia. Renewing the tie of 
personal hospitality which he had contracted with Pharnabazus 
four years before, 1 he now solicited from the satrap a safe 
conduct up to Susa. The Athenian envoys-whom Pharna
bazus, after his former pacification with Alkibiades in 408 B.c., 
had engaged to escort to Susa, but had been compelled by the 
mandate of Cyrus to detain as prisoners-were just now 
released from their three years' detention, and enabled to come 
down to the Propontis; 2 and Alkibiades, by whom this mission 
had originally been projected, tried to prevail on the satrap to 
perform the promise which he had originally given, but had not 
been able to fulfil. The hopes of the sanguine exile, reverting 
back to the history of Themistokles, led him to anticipate the 
same success at Susa as had fallen to the lot of the latter; nor 
was the design impracticable, to one whose ability was univer
sally renowned, and who had already acted as minister to 
Tissaphernes . 

. ,A-A The court of Susa was at this time in a peculiar position. 
(!\·King Darius Nothus, having recently died, had been succeeded 
~ ,y by his eldest son Artaxerxes Mnemon; 8 but the younger son 
..'.~Cyrus, whom Darius had sent for during his last illness, tried 
,~-; after the death of the latter to supplant Artaxerxes in the 

~cession-or at least was suspected of so trying. Bein~ 
'II" eized and about to be slain, the queen-mother Parysatis pre

vailed upon Artaxerxes to pardon him, and send him again 
,.}'down to his satrapy along the coast of Ionia, where he laboured 

strenuously, though secretly, to acquire the means of dethron
ing his brother ; a memorable attempt, of which I shall speak 
more fully hereafter. But his schemes, though carefully masked, 
did not esca:pe the observation of Alkibiades, who wished to 
make a merit of revealing them at Susa, and to become the 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. i. J, 12. .,.6v 'T€ ICO!VOV &pi<OV ""\ lal,. aA.A~AOIS 7rl<T'T€!S 

~'ICO!OVV'f"O, 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. i. 4, 7· 
s Xenoph. Anab. i. I ; Diodor. xiii. ro8. 
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instrument of defeating them. He communicated his suspicions 
as well as his purpose to Pharnabazus ; whom he tried to 
awaken by alarm of danger to the empire, in order that he 
might thus get himself forwarded to Susa as informant and 
auxiliary. j,L-l 

Pharnabazus was already jealous and unfriendly in spiriti ,A 

towards Lysander and the Lacedremonians (of which we shal!"'".l 
soon see plain evidence)-and perhaps towards Cyrus also,M 
since such were the habitual relations of neighbouring satrap~ 
in the Persian empire. But the Lacedremonians and Cyrus~ 
were now all-powerful on the Asiatic coast, so that he probably c., 
did not dare to exasperate them, by identifying himself with a+' 
mission so hostile, and an enemy so dangerous, to both. ~ 
Accordingly he refused compliance with the request of 
Alkibiades ; granting him nevertheless permission to live in \.1' 
Phrygia, and even assigning to him a revenue. But the objects ( 
at which the exile was aiming soon became more or less fully ~..J 
divulged, to those against whom they were intended. His r 
restless character, enterprise, and capacity, were so well known ~ 
as to raise exaggerated fears as well as exaggerated hopes. Not 
merely Cyrus- but the Lacedremonians, closely allied with 
Cyrus-and the Dekarchies, whom Lysander had set up in the 
Asiatic Grecian cities, and who held their power only through 
Lacedremonian support-all were uneasy at the prospect of 
seeing Alkibiades again in action and command, amidst so 
many unsettled elements. Nor can we doubt that the exiles 
whom these Dekarchies had banished, and the disaffected 
citizens who remained at home under their government in fear 
of banishment or death, kept up correspondence with him, and 
looked to him as a probable liberator. :Moreover the Spartan 
king Agis still retained the same personal antipathy against 

,im, which had already (some years before) procured the order 
to be despatched, from Sparta to Asia, to assassinate him. 
Here are elements enough, of hostility, vengeance, and 
apprehension, afloat against Alkibiades-without believing the 
story of Plutarch, that Kritias and the Thirty sent to apprise 
Lysander that the oligarchy at Athens could not stand, so long 
as Alkibiades was alive. The truth is, that though the Thirty 
had included him in the list of exiles,1 they had much less 
to dread from his assaults or plots, in Attica, than the Lysan
drian Dekarchies in the cities of Asia. Moreover his name was 
not popular even among the Athenian democrats, as will be 
shown hereafter when we come to recount the trial of Sokrates. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 3, 42 ; Isokrates, Or. xvi. De Bigis, s. 46. 
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Probably therefore the alleged intervention of Kritias and the 
Thirty, to procure the murder of Alkibiades, is a fiction of the 
subsequent encomiasts of the latter at Athens, in order to create 
for him claims to esteem as a friend and fellow-sufferer with 

r -~r_.democracy . 
• ·~:;_special despatch (or Skytale) was sent out by the Spartan 

.- ~· ,~uthorities to Lysander in Asia, enjoining him to procure that 
,).!-'jAlkibiades should be put to death. Accordingly Lysander 
: ,?}:ommunicated this order to Pharnabazus, within whose satrapy 
j :rAl)dbiades was residing, and requested that it might be put in 
~ r.,J:tecution. The whole character of Pharnabazus shows that he 
kY,'\v.ould not perpetrat~ such a ~ee~, tow.ards a ~an with whom 
;·.:·;;te had contracted ties of hospitality, without smcere reluctance 
~ and great pressure from without; especially as it would have 

been easy for him to connive underhand at the escape of the 
intended victim. We may therefore be sure that it was Cyrus, 
who, informed of the revelations contempl:}ted by Alkibiades, 
enforced the requisition of Lysander; and that the joint 
demand of the two was too formidable even to be evaded, 
much less openly disobeyed. Accordingly Pharnabazus 
despatched his brother Mag~us and his uncle Sisamithres, 
with a band of armed men, to assassinate Alkibiades in the 
Phrygian village where he was residing. These men, not 
daring to force their way into his house, surrounded it and set 
it on fire. Yet Alkibiades, having contrived to extinguish the 
flames, rushed out upon his assailants with a dagger in his 
right hand, and a cloak wrapped round his left to serve as a 
shield. None of them dared to come near him ; but they 
poured upon him shmvers of darts and arrows until he perished, 
undefended as he was either by shield or by armour. A female 
companion with whom he lived-Timandra-wrapped up his 
body in garments of her own, and performed towards it all the
last affectionate solemnities. 1 

Such was the deed which Cyrus and the Laced~monians did 
not scruple to enjoin, nor the uncle and brother of a Persian 
satrap to execute; and by which this celebrated Athenian 
perished before he had attained the age of fifty. Had he 

1 I put together what seems to me the most probable account of the death 
of Alkibiades from Plutarch, Alkib. c. 38, 39; Diodorus, xiv. II (who 
cites Ephorus, compare Ephor. Fragm. rz6, ed. Didot); Cornelius Nepos, 
Alkibiad. c. ro; Justin, v. 8; Isokrates, Or. xvi. De Bigis, s. so. 

There were evidently different stories, about the antecPdent causes and 
circumstances, amo~ which a selection must be made. The extreme per
fidy ascribed by Ephorus to Pharnabazus appears to me not at all in the 
character of that satrap. 
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lived, we cannot doubt that he would again have played some 
conspicuous part-for neither his temper nor his abilities would~ 
have allowed him to remain in the shade-but whether to the t\ ~ 
advantage of Athens or not is more questionable. Certain it 'I 
is, that taking his life throughout, the good which he did tf>\,i' 
her bore no proportion to the far greater evil. Of the disastrous 
Sicilian expedition, he was more the cause than any other 
individual; though that enterprise cannot properly be said 
to have been caused by any individual : it emanated rather 
from a national impulse. Having first, as a counsellor, con
tributed more than any other man to plunge the Athenians 
into this imprudent adventure, he next, as an exile, contributed 
more than any other man (except Nikias) to turn that adventure 
into ruin, and the con§equences of it into still greater ruin. 
Without him, Gylippus would not have been sent to Syracuse
Dekeleia would not have been fortified-Chios and Miletus 
would not have revolted-the oligarchical conspiracy of the 
Four Hundred would not have been originated. Nor can it 
be said that his first three years of political action as Athenian 
leader, in a speculation peculiarly his own-the alliance with 
Argos, and the campaigns in Peloponnesus-proved in any 
way advantageous to his country. On the contrary, by playing 
an offensive game where he had hardly sufficient force for a 
defensive, he enabled the Laced::emonians completely to recover 
their injured reputation and ascendency through the important 
victory of Mantineia. The period of his life really serviceable 
to his country, and really glorious to himself, was that of three 
years ending with his return to Athens in 407 B.C. The results 
of these three years of success were frustrated by the unexpected 
coming down of Cyrus as satrap: but just at the moment when 
it behoved Alkibiades to put forth a higher measure of excel
.tence, in order to realise his own promises in the face of this 
new obstacle-at that critical moment we find him spoiled by 
the unexpected welcome which had recently greeted him at 
Athens, and falling miserably short even of the former merit 
whereby that welcome had been earned. 

If from his achievements we turn to his dispositions, his 
ends, and his means-there are few characters in Grecian 
history who present so little to esteem, whether we look at him 
as a public or as a private man. His ends are those of 
exorbitant ambition and vanity; his means rapacious as well 
as reckless, from his first dealing with Sparta and the Spartan 
envoys, down to the end of his career. The manceuvres 
whereby his political enemies first procured his exile were 
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indeed base and guilty in a high degree. But we must recollect 
that if his enemies were more numerous and violent than those 

· Qf any other politician in Athens, the generating seed was sown 
by his own overweening insolence, and contempt of restraints, 
legal as well as social. 

On the other hand, he was never once defeated either by 
land or sea. In courage, in ability, in enterprise, in power of 
dealing with new men and new situations, he was never 
wanting; qualities, which, combined with his high birth, 
wealth, a.nd personal accomplishments, sufficed to render him 
for the time the first man in every successive party which 
he espoused-Athenian, Spartan, or Persian-oligarchical or 
democratical. But to none of them did he ever inspire any 
lasting confidence; all successively threw him off. On the 
whole, we shall find few men in whom eminent capacities for 
action and command are so thoroughly marred by an assemblage 
Qf bad moral qualities as Alkibiades.1 

CHAPTER LXVII 

THE DRAMA-RHETORIC AND DIALECTICS-THE SOPHISTS 

RESPECTING the political history of Athens during the few 
years immediately succeeding the restoration of the democracy, 
we have unfortunately little or no information. But in the 
spring of 399 B.c., between three and four years after the 
beginning of the archonsbip of Eukleides, an event happened 
of paramount interest to the intellectual public of Greece as 

1 Cornelius Nepos says (Alcib. c. II) of Alkibiades-"Hunc infamatum 
a plerisque tres gravissimi historici summis laudibus extulerunt: Thucydides, 
qui ejusdem retatis fuit; Theopompus, qui fuit post aliquando natus; et 
Timreus : qui quidem duo maledicentissimi, nescio quo modo, in illo uno 
laudando conscierunt." 

We have no means of appreciating what was said by Theopompus and 
Timreus. But as to Thucydides, it is to be recollected that he extols only 
the capacity and warlike enterprise of Alkibiades-nothing beyond ; and 
he had good reason for doing so. His picture of the dispositions and 
conduct of Alkibiades is the reverse of eulogy. 

The Oration xvi. of Isokrates, De Bigis, spoken by the son of Alkibiades, 
goes into a laboured panegyric of his father's character, but is prodigiously 
inaccurate, if we compare it with the facts stated in Thucydides and Xeno
phon. But he is justified in saying-ouae,.on Tov 'lT"-Tphs 1rrovp.evov Tp&,.awv 
iJp.i;,v (O'T'Ij<TU.JI o/ 'lTOAEj.LIOI (s. 2J). 
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well as to philosophy generally-the trial, condemnation, and 
execution of Sokrates. Before I recount that memorable 
incident, it will be proper to say a few words on the literary 
and philosophical character of the age in which it happened. 
Though literature and philosophy are now becoming separate 
departments in Greece, each exercises a marked influence on 
the other ; and the state of dramatic literature will be seen 
to be one of the causes directly contributing to the fate of 
Sokrates. 

During the century of the Athenian democracy between 
Kleisthenes and Eukleides, there .. had been produced a develop
ment of dramatic genius, tragic and comic, never paralleled 
before or afterwards. JEschylus{ the creator of the tragic 
drama, or at least the first composer who rendered it illustrious, 
had been a combatant both at Marathon and Salamis; while 
Sophokles and Euripides, his two eminent followers (the former 
one of the generals of the Athenian armament against Samos 
in 440 B.c.) expired both of them only a year before the battle 
of JEgospotami-just in time to escape the bitter humiliation 
and suffering of that mournful period. Out of the once 
numerous compositions of these poets we possess only a few, 
yet sufficient to enable us to appreciate in some degree the 
grandeur of Athenian tragedy; and when we learn that they 
were frequently beaten, even with the best of their dramas now 
remaining, in fair competition for the prize against other poets 
whose names only have reached us-we seem warranted in 
presuming that the best productions of these successful 
competitors, if not intrinsically finer, could hardly have been 
inferior in merit to theirs. 1 

The tragic drama belonged essentially to the festivals in 
honour of the god Dionysus; being originally a chorus sung in 
his honour, to which were successively superadded-first, an 
Iambic monologue,-next, a dialogue with two actors,-lastly, 
a regular plot with three actors, and the chorus itself inter
woven into the scene. Its subjects were from the beginning, 
and always continued to be, persons either divine or heroic, 
above the level of historical life and borrowed from what was 
called the mythical past. The Persa:! of JEschylus, indeed, 
forms a splendid exception ; but the two analcgous dramas of 

1 The CEdipus Tyrannus of Sophokl~s was surpassed by the rival com
position of Philokl~s. The Medea of Euripid€~ stood only third for the 
prize ; Euphorion, son of JEschylus, being first, Sophokl~s second. Yet 

' these two tragedies are the masterpieces now remaining of Sophokl~s and 
1 Euripid~s. 
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his contemporary, Phrynichus,-the Phcenissre and the capture 
of Miletus-were not successful enough to invite subsequent 
tragedians to meddle with contemporary events. To three 
serious dramas or a trilogy-at first connected together by 
sequence of subject more or less loose, but afterwards uncon
nected and on distinct subjects, through an innovation intro
duced by Sophokles, if not before-the tragic poet added a 
fourth or satyrical drama; the characters of which were satyrs, 
the companions of the god Dionysus, and other heroic or 
mythical persons exhibited in farce. He thus made up a total 
of four dramas or a tetralogy, which he got up and brought 
forward to contend for the prize at the festival. The expense 
of training the chorus and actors was chiefly furnished by the 
Choregi, wealthy citizens, of whom one was named for each of 
the ten tribes, and whose honour and vanity were greatly inter
ested in obtaining the prize. At first, these exhibitions took 
place on a temporary stage, with nothing but wooden supports 
and scaffolding; but shortly after the year 500 B.c., on an 
occasion when the poets .tEschylus and Pratinas were contend
ing for the prize, this stage gave way during the ceremony, and 
lamentable .mischief was the result. After that misfortune, a 
permanent theatre of stone was provided. To what extent the 
project was realised before the invasion of Xerxes, we do not 
accurately know; but after his destructive occupation of 
Athens, the theatre, if any existed previously, would have 
to be rebuilt or renovated along with other injured portions 
of the city. 

It was under that great development of the power of Athens 
which followed the expulsion of Xerxes, that the theatre with 
its appurtenances attained full magnitude and elaboration, and 
Attic tragedy its maximum of excellence. Sophokles gained 
his first victory over .tEschylus in 468 B.c. : the first exhibition 
of Euripides was in 455 B.C. The names, though unhappily 
the names alone, of many other competitors have reached us : 
Philokles, who gained the prize even over the CEdipus Tyran
nus of Sophokles; Euphorion, son of .tEschylus, Xenokles and 
Nikomachus, all known to have triumphed over Euripides; 
Neophron, Achreus, Ion, Agathon, and many more. The con-_ 
tinuous stream of new tragedy, poured out year after year, was 
something new in the history of the Greek mind. If we could 
suppose all the ten tribes contending for the prize every year, 
there would be ten tetralogies (or sets of four dramas each, 
three tragedies and one satyrical farce) at the Dionysiac festival, 
and as many at the Lenrean. So great a number as sixty new 
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tragedies composed every year, 1 is not to be thought of; yet 
we do not know what was the usual number of competing 
tetralogies : it was at least three-since the first, second, and 
third are specified in the Didaskalies or Theatrical Records
and probably greater than three. It was rare to repeat the 
same drama a second time, unless after considerable alterations, 
nor would it be creditable to the liberality of a Choregus to 
decline the full cost of getting up a new tetralogy. Without 
pretending to determine with numerical accuracy how many 
dramas were composed in each year, the general fact of un
exampled abundance in the productions of the tragic muse is 
both authentic and interesting. 

Moreover-what is not less important to notice-all this 
abundance found its way to the minds of the great body of the 
citizens, not excepting even the poorest. For the theatre is 
said to have accommodated 3o,ooo persons : 2 here again it is 
unsafe to rely upon numerical accuracy, but we cannot doubt 
that it was sufficiently capacious to give to most of the citizens, 
poor as well as rich, ample opportunity of profiting by these 
beautiful compositions. At first, the admission to the theatre 
was gratuitous ; but as the crowd, of strangers as well as free
men, was found both excessive and disorderly, the system was 
adopted of asking a price, seemingly at a time when the per
manent theatre was put in complete order after the destruction 
caused by Xerxes. The theatre was let by contract to a 
manager who engaged to defray (either in whole or part) the 

1 The careful examination of Welcker (Griech. Tragodie, vol. i. p. 76) 
makes out the titles of eighty tragedies unquestionably belonging to 
Sophokl@s-over and above the satyrical dramas in his Tetralogies. 
Welcker has considerably cut down the number admitted by previous 
authors, carried by Fabricius as high as 178, and even by Boeckh as high 
as 'I09 (Welcker, ut sup. p. 62). 

The number of dramas ascribed to Euripidt!s is sometimes 92, sometimes 
75· Elmsley (in his remarks on the Argument to the Medea, p. 72) thinks 
that even the larger of these numbers is smaller than what Euripidt!s prob
ably composed ; since the poet continued composing for :fifty years, from 
455 to 405 ll.C., and was likely during each year to have composed one, if 
not two, tetralogies ; if he could prevail upon the archon to grant him a 
chorus, that is, the opportunity of representing. The Didaskalies took no 
account of any except such as gained the :first, second, or third prize. 
Welcker gives the titles, and an approximate guess at the contents, of 51 
lost tragedies of the poet, besides the 17 remaining (p. 443). 

Aristarchus the tragedian is affirmed by Suidas to have composed 70 
tragedies, of which only two gained the prize. As many as 120 composi
tions are ascribed to Neophron, 44 to Acha:us, 40 to Ion (Welcker, ib. 
p. 88g). 

2 Plato, Symposion, c. 3, p. 17 5· 
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habitual cost incurred by the state in the representation, and 
who was allowed to sell tickets of admission. At first it 
appears that the price of tickets was not fixed, so that the 
poor citizens were overbid, and could not get places. Accord
ingly Perikles introduced a new system, fixing the price of places 
at three oboli (or half a drachma) for the better, and one 
obolus for the less -good. As there were two days of repre
sentation, tickets covering both days were sold respectively for 
a drachma and two oboli. But in order that the poor citizens 
might be enabled to attend, two oboli were given Ol!.t from the 
public treasure to each. citizen (rich as well as poor, if they 
chose to receive it) on the occasion of the festival. A poor 
man was thus furnished with the means of purchasing his 
place and going to the theatre without cost, on both days, if he 

- chose; or, if he preferred it, he might go on one day only-or 
might even stay away altogether and spend both ~~ two oboli 
in any other manner. The higher price obt~;d for the 
better seats purchased by the richer citizens, 1s here to be · 
set against the sum disbursed to the poorer; but we have 
no data before us for striking the balance, nor can we tell how 
the finances of the state were affected by it.1 

Such was the original Theorikon or festival-pay introducec 
by Perikles at Athens; a system of. distributing the public 
money, gradually extended to other festivals in which then 
was no theatrical representation, and which in later time~ 
reached a mischievous excess ; having begun at a time when 
Athens was full of money from foreign tribute,-and con
tinuing, with increased demand, at a subsequent time when 
she was comparatively poor and without extraneous resources. 
It is to be remembered that all these festivals were portions of 
the ancient religion, and that, according to the feelings of that 
time, cheerful and multitudinous assemblages were essen.tial 
to the satisfaction of the god in whose honour the festival 
was celebrated. Such disbursements were a portion of the 
religious, even more than of the civil, establishments. Of 
the abusive excess which they afterwards reached, however, 
I shall speak hereafter : at present I deal with the Theorikon · 
only in its primitive function and effect, of enabling all 

1 For these particulars, see chiefly a learned and valuable compilation
G. C. Schneider, Das Attische Theater· Wesm, Weimar 1835-furnished 
with copious notes; though I do not fully concur in all his details, and have 
differed from him on some points. I cannot think that more than two oboli 
were given to any one citizen at the same festival; at least, not until the 
distributions became extended, in times posterior to the Thirty : see M 
Schneider's Book, p. 17; also Notes, 29-196. 
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Athenians indiscriminately to witness the representation of the 
tragedies. 

We cannot doubt that the effect of these compositions upon 
the public sympathies, as well as upon the public judgement 
and intelligence, must have been beneficial and moralising in 
a high degree. Though the subjects and persons are legend
ary, the relations between them are all human and simple
exalted above the level of humanity, only in such measure as 
to present a stronger claim to the hearer's admiration or pity. 
So powerful a body of poetical influence has probably never 
been brought to act upon the emotions of any other population; 
and when we consider the extraordinary beauty of these im
mortal compositions, which first stamped tragedy as a separate 
department of poetry, and gave to it a dignity never since 
reached, we shall be satisfied that the tastes, the sentiments, 
and the intellectual standard, of the Athenian multitude, must 
have been sensibly improved and exalted by such lessons. 
The reception of such pleasures through the eye and the ear, 
as well as ·amidst a sympathising crowd, was a fact of no small 
importance in the mental history of the people. It contributed 
to exalt their imagination, like the grand edifices and orna
ments added during the same period to their acropolis. Like 
them too, and even more than they-tragedy was the mcnopoly 
of Athens; for while tragic composers came thither from other 
parts of Greece (Achreus from Eretria, and Ion from Chios,,at 
a time when the Athenian empire comprised both those places) 
to exhibit their genius,-nowhere else were original tragedies 
composed and acted, though hardly any considerable city was 
without a theatre.I · 

The three great tragedians- JEschylus, Sophokles, and 
Euripides-distinguished above all their competitors, as well 
b}"contemporaries as by subsequent critics, are interesting to 
us, not merely from the positive beauties of each, but also from 
the differences between them in handling, style, and sentiment, 
and from the manner in which these differences illustrate the 
insensible modification of the Athenian mind. Though the 
subjects, persons, and events of tragedy always continued to be 
borrowed from the legendary world, and were thus kept above 
the level of contemporaneous life 2-yet the dramatic manner 
of handling them is sensibly modified, even in Sophokles as 
compared with LEschylus-and still more in Euripides, by the 

1 See Plato, LacMs, c. 6, p. r83 B. ; and Welcker, Griech, Tragi:id, 
li· 930. 

2 Upon this point, compare Welcker, Griech. Tragiid, vol. ii. p. 1102. 
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atmosphere of democracy, political and judicial contention, and 
philosophy, encompassing and acting upon the poet. 

In JEschylus, the ideality belongs to the handling not less 
than to the subjects : the passions appealed to are the 
masculine and violent, to the exclusion of Aphrodite and her 
inspirations :1 the figures are vast and majestic, but exhibited 
Qnly in half-light and in shadowy outline : the speech is replete 
with bold metaphor and abrupt transition,-" grandiloquent 
even to a fault" (as Quintilian remarks), and often approach
ing nearer to Oriental vagueness than to Grecian perspicuity. 
In Sophokles, there is evidently a closer approach to reality 
and common life :. the range of emotions is more varied, the 
figures are more distinctly seen, and the action more fully and 
conspicuously worked out. Not only have we a more elaborate 
dramatic structure, but a more expanded dialogue, and a com
parative simplicity of speech like that of living Greeks : and we 
find too a certain admixture of rhetorical declamation, amidst 
the greatest pc,etical beauty which the Grecian drama ever 
attained. But when we advance to Euripides, this rhetorical 
element becomes still more prominent and developed. The 
ultra-natural sublimity of the legendary characters disappears : 
love and compassion are invoked to a degree which JEschylus 
would have deemed inconsistent with the dignity of the heroic 
person : moreover there are appeals to the reason, and argu
mentative controversies, which that grandiloquent poet would 
have despised as petty and forensic cavils. And-what was 
worse still, judging from the JEschylean point of view-there 
was a certain novelty of speculation, an intimation of doubt on 
reigning opinions, and an air of scientific refinement, often 
spoiling the poetical effect. 

Such differences between these three great poets are doubt
less referable to the working of Athenian politics and Atherllan 
philosophy on the minds of the two latter. In Sophokles, we 
may trace the companion of Herodotus 2-in Euripides, the 

1 See Aristophan. Ran. 1046. The Antigone (780 seq.) and the Trachi
nire (498) are sufficient evidence that Sophokles did not agree with JEschylus 
in this renunciation of Aphrodite. 

2 The comparison of Herodot. iii. 119 with Soph. Antig. 905 proves a 
community of thought which seems to me hardly explicable in any other 
way. Which of the two obtained the thought from the other we cannot 
determine. 

The reason given, by a woman whose father and mother were dead, for 
preferring a brother either to husband or child-that she might find another 
husband and have another child, but could not possibly have another 
brother-is certainly not a little far-fetched. 
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1earer of Anaxagoras, Sokrates, and Prodikus ; 1 m both, the 
amiliarity with that wide-spread popularity of speech, and 
;eal, serious debate of politicians and competitors before the 
Dikastery, which both had ever before their eyes, but which 
he genius of Sophokles knew how to keep in due subordination 
p his grand poetical purpose. 
· The transformation of the tragic muse from .i.Eschylus to 
~uripides is the more deserving of notice, as it shows us how 
~ttic tragedy served as the natural prelude and encouragement 
o the rhetorical and dialectical age which was approaching. 
3ut the democracy, which thus insensibly modified the tragic 
lrama, imparted a new life and ampler proportions to the 
:omic; both the one and the other being stimulated by the 
ncreasing prosperity and power of Athens during the half 
:entury following 480 B.c. Not only was the affluence of 
:trangers and visitors to Athens continually augmenting, but 
vealthy men were easily found to incur the expense of training 
he chorus and actors. There was no manner of employing 
\'ealth which seemed so appropriate to Grecian feeling, or 
ended so much to procure influence and popularity to its 
>ossessors, as that of contributing to enhance the magnificence 
>f the national and religious festivals. 2 This was the general 
entiment both among rich and among poor ; nor is there any 
:riticism more unfounded than that which represents such an 
>bligation as hard and oppressive upon rich men. Most of 
hem spent more than they were legally compelled to spend in 
his way, from the desire of exalting their popularity. The 
mly real sufferers were, the people, considered as interested in 
' just administration of law; since it was a practice which 
:nabled many rich men to acquire importance who had no 
>ersonal qualities to deserve it,-and which provided them 
·~ 1 !lee Valckenaer, Diatribe in Eurip. Frag. c. 23. Quintilian, who had 
efore him many more tragedies than those which we now possess, remarks 
0'' much more useful was the study of Euripides, than that of JEschylus 

fr ~)phokles, to a young man preparing himself for forensic oratory-
" lllud quidem nemo non fateatur, iis qui se ad agendum comparaverint, 

ttiliorem Ionge Euripidem fore. Namque is et vi et sermone (quo ipsum 
eprehendunt quibus gravitas et cothurnus et sonus Sophoclis videtur esse 
ublimior) magis accedit oratorio generi : et sententiis densus, et rebus ipsis ; 
·t in iis qure a sapientibus tradita sunt, prene ipsis par; et in dicendo et 
espondendo cuilibet eorum, qui fuerunt in foro diserti, comparandus. In 
Jfectibus vero tum omnibus mirus, tum in iis qui miseratione constant, 
1cile pn:ecipuus." (Quintil. Inst. Orat. x. I.) 

2 Aristophan. Plutus, u6o-
II.\oti"Tct' yO..p £uTl1"oiiTo CTV~4>opWTaTov, 
lio1.e-t"v &:yWvaS' yvp.vtKOiJS' Kal. JLOVUI.KOVS'. 

~om pare the speech of Alkibiades, Thuc. vi. 16, and Theophrastus ap. Cic. 
le Officiis, ii. I 6. 
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with a stock of factitious merits to be pleaded before thf 
Dikastery, as a set-off against substantive accusations. 

The full splendour of the comic Muse was considerably !at<: 
than that of the tragic. Even down to 460 B.C. (about th 
time when Perikles and Ephialtes introduced their constitu 
tiona! reforms), there was not a single comic poet of eminenc 
at Athens; nor was there apparently a single undispute• 
Athenian comedy before that date, which survived to the time 
of the Alexandrine critics. Magnes, Krates, and. Kratinus
probably also Chionides and Ekphantides 1-all belong to th 
period beginning about (Olympiad 8o or) 460 B.c.; that i 
the generation preceding Aristophanes, whose first compositior 
dates in 427 B.C. The condition and growth of Attic comedy 
before this period seems to have been unknown even tc; 
Aristotle, who intimates that the archon did not begin to gran 
a chorus for comedy, or to number it among the authoritativf 
solemnities of the festival, until long after the practice had 
been established for tragedy. Thus the comic chorus in that 
early time consisted of volunteers, without any choregus publicly 
assigned to bear the expense of teaching them or getting uJ' 
the piece-so that there was little motive for authors to besto'>'l 
care or genius in the preparation of their song, dance, and 
scurrilous monody or dialogue. The exuberant revelry of th( 
phallic festival and procession-with full licence of scoffing a~ 
any one present, which the god Dionysus was supposed tcj 
enjoy-and with the most plain-spoken grossness as well i1 
language as in ideas-formed the primitive germ, which unde~ 
Athenian genius ripened into the old comedy.2 It resemblec 

1 See Meineke, Hist. Critic. Comicor. Grrecor. vol. i. p. 26 seq. I 
Grysar and Mr. Clinton, following Suidas, place Chionides before th•' 

Persian invasion ; but the words of Aristotle rather countenance the late 
date (Poetic. c. 3). • 

2 See respecting these licentious processions, in connexion. with tl 
Iam15,Js and Archilochus, vol. iv. of this History, ch. xxix. p. 259· 

Aristotle (Poetic. c. 4) tells us that these phallic processions, with liber 
to the leaders (ot i~dpxovT<s) of scoffing at every one, still continued i 
many cities of Greece in his time: see Herod. v. 83, and S~mus apu 
Athenreum, xiv. p. 622 ; also the striking description of the rural Dionysi 
in the Acharneis of Aristophan@s, 235, 255, II I 5· The scoffing was a par< 
of the festival, and supposed to be agreeable to Dionysus-~v Toi"s Awvvu(ot ( 
~</>flplvov ab'TO op?P" J<al 'TO O"I<Wf.'f.'a p/pos 'Tt ~o6KEI T?)s ~OpT?)s• Kal 0 8eos 1uw, 
xaip«, <f>ti1.6'Yell.cfJs 'TIS tfw (Lucian, Piscator. c. 25). Compare Aristophan@s I 
Ranre, 367, where the poet seems to imply that no one has a right tc 
complain of being ridiculed in the "lfaTp(ots T<ll.eTai"s .O.wvvuov. 

The Greek word for comedy-Kwp<p1i£a, TO Kwp.<poelv at least in its earl 
sense, had reference to a bitter, insulting, criminative ridicule : ""'f''f'OE 
Kal KaKws ll.f'YE<V (Xenophon, Repub. Ath. ii. 23)-Kai<'>/'YOpoiivTds Te "' 
""'f.J.'f'OOVVT<U i'J.A.ll.fJll.ovs Kal aluxpoil.o-yoiivTaS (Plato de Repub. iii. 8, p. 395 
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.n many respects the satyric drama of the tragedians, but was 
~istir:guished _from it by dealing not ~erely. with the ancient 
!hYth1cal ston~s and persons, b~t chtefl:f w1t~ contemporary 
lnen and subjects of common hfe-dealmg with them often, 
ioo, under their real names, and with ridicule the most direct, 

t
oignant, and scornful. We see clearly how fair a field Athens 
ould offer for this species of composition, at a time when the 
itterness of political contention ran high-when the city had 
ecome a centre for novelties from every part of Greece
hen tragedians, rhetors, and philosophers, were acquiring 

~elebrity and incurring odium-and when the democratical 
~onstitution laid open all the details of political and judicial 
Jusiness, as well as all the first men of the state, not merely to 
miversal criticism, but also to unmeasured libel. 

Out of all the once abundant compositions of Attic comedy, 
1othing has reached us except eleven plays of Aristophanes. 
fhat poet himself singles out Magnes, Krates, and Kratinus, 
1mong predecessors whom he describes as numerous, for 
1onourable mention; as having been frequently, though not 
miformly, successful. Kratinus appears to have been not only 
:he most copious, but also the most distinguished, among all 
;hose who preceded Aristophanes ; a list comprising Her
mippus, Telekleides, and the other bitter assailants of Perikles. 
[twas Kratinus who first extended and systematised the licence 
:>f the phallic festival, and the "careless laughter of the festive 
:rowd," 1 into a drama of regular structure, with actors three 
A remarkable definition of Kwp.rplila. appears in Bekker's Anecdota Grreca, ii. 
7 47, ro-Kwp.rplila. ECTrlv ~ ev p.ECT'f ,\a.ov KI1.T'I/"fOpla., 1j-yovv O'I/J.<OCTlevCTtS
"public exposure to scorn before the assembled people:" and this idea of 
it as a penal visitation of evil-doers is preserved in Platonius and the 
1nonymous writers on comedy, prefixed to Aristophanes. The definition 

hich Aristotle (Poetic. c. II) gives of it, is too mild for the primitive 
onTedy : for he tells us himself that Krates, immediately preceding Ari
ophanes, was the first author who departed from the la.p.,BtKh l5Ea.: 
is "iambic vein" was originally the common character. It doubtless 
eluded every variety of ridicule, from innocent mirth to scornful con

erupt and odium ; but the predominant character tended decidedly to the 
tter. 
Compare Will. Schneider, Attisches Theater-Wesen, Notes, p. 22-25; 

ernhardy, Griechische Litteratur, sect. 67, p. 292. 
F!i:igel (in his History of Comic Literature), speaking of the unsparing 

't of Rabelais, gives a notice and specimens of the general coarseness of 
le which marked all the productions of that author's time-mysteries, 
sks, sermons, &c., "the habit of calling all things by their simplest and 
st direct names," &c. 

1 Xa.'ip", ~ p.i:y' O.xpetOye.\ws- Sp.c.Ae Ta.'ts- brlf3&a.c.s-, 
Tl?s- 7}p.eTEpo..s- uo¢t.a.S' Kpt.ri)r; O.ptCTTe wcivrwv, &c. 

atini Fragm. Incert. 51 ; Meineke, Fr. Com. Grrecor. ii. p. 193· 
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in number, according to the analogy of tragedy. Standinf 
forward, against particular persons exhibited or denounced b 
their names, with a malignity of personal slander not inferi 
to the Iambist Archilochus, and with an abrupt and dith 
rambic style somewhat resembling .tEschylus-Kratinus mad 
an epoch in comedy as the latter had made in tragedy ; b 
was surpassed by Aristophanes, as much as .tEschylus ha 
been surpassed by Sophokles. We are told that his co 
positions were not only more rudely bitter and extensive! 
libellous than those of Aristophanes,1 but also destitute of th 
richness of illustration and felicity of expression which per 
vades all the wit of the latter, whether good-natured o. 
malignant. In Kratinus, too, comedy first made herself fel 
as a substantive agent and partisan in the political warfare o 
Athens. He espoused the cause of Kim on against Perikles; · 
eulogising the former, while he bitterly derided and vituperated 
the latter. Hermippus, Telekleides, and most of the con• 
temporary comic writers followed the same political line ir. 
assailing that great man, together with those personally con~ 
nected with him, Aspasia and Anaxagoras : indeed Hermippu. 
was the person who indicted Aspasia for impiety before thE 
Dikastery. But the testimony of Aristophanes s shows that n 
comic writer, of the time of Perikles, equalled Kratinus either; 
in vehemence of libel or in popularity. : 

It is remarkable that in 440 B.c., a law was passed forbiddinfl 
comic authors to ridicule any citizen by name in their composi 
tions ; which prohibition, however, was rescinded after twc 
years; an interval marked by the rare phrenomenon of a lenien( 
comedy from Kratinus. 4 Such enactment denotes a struggle i' 

1 Respecting Kratinus, see Platonius and the other writers on the Atti 
comedy, prefixed to Aristophanes in Bekker's edition, pp. vi. ix. xi. xii 
&c. ; also Meineke, Historia Comic. Grrec. vol. i. p. 50 seq. • 

• • • • Ov 'Yrf.p, &cnrep 'Aptcrorocprf.v-1JS, bmplx••v T~V xrf.ptv TOtS CTICWp.p.a 
11"01Et (Kpaorovos), all.ll.' a1rll.ws, lea(, ~eaora 'T~V 7rapotp.lav, 'YVflVp orp I<EcJ>all. 
orl87JCTI orils fJA.acrcp?Jp.las Ka'Ta orwv O.p.aporav&vorwv. 

2 See Kratinus-'Apxi"-oxo•-Frag. I, and Plutarch, Kimon, Io. ' 
~ewp.<plila 71"0At'Te6eorat €v To'is liprf.p.acrt ~eal cptll.ocrocpe7, -1J TWV 7rEpl TOV Kpaor7vo 
Kal 'Aptcrorocprf.v7JV ~eal E~7roll.tv, &c. (Dionys. Halikarn. Ars Rhetori 
c, II). 

8 Aristophan. Equit. 525 seq. . . 
4 A comedy called 'Oiivcrcre'is (plur. numb. correspondmg to the title 

another of his comedies-'ApxlA.oxo<). It had a chorus, as one of ' 
Fragments shows ; but few or no choric songs-nor any Parabasis, 
address by the chorus, assuming the person of the poet, to the spectators 

See Bergk, De Reliquiis Comred. Antiq. p. 142 seq. : Meineke, Fr 
Cratini, vol. ii. p. 93· 'Oiivcrcreis: cmwpare also the first volume of 
same work, p. 43 : also Runkel, Cratini Fragm. p. 38 (Leips. 1827). 
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the Athenian mind, even at that time, against the mischief of 

!making the Dionysiac festival an occasion for unmeasured libel 
' r tgainst citizens publicly named and probably themselves present. 

lAnd there was another style of comedy taken up by Krates
t :listinct from the Iambic or Archilochian vein worked by 
tKratinus-in which comic incident was attached to fictitious 
characters and woven into a story, without recourse to real 

Iindividual names or direct personality. This species of comedy 
l(analogous to that which Epicharmus had before exhibited at 
t,Syracuse) was continued by Pherekrates as the successor of 
~ Krates. Though for a long time less pop'ular and successful 
' than the poignant food served up by Kratinus and others, it 

became finally predominant after the close of the Peloponnesian 
war, by the gradual transition of what is called the Old Comedy 
into the Middle and New Comedy. 

But it is in Aristophanes that the genius of the old libellous 
comedy appears in its culminating perfection. At least we have 
before us enough of his works to enable us to appreciate his 
merits; though perhaps Eupolis, Ameipsias, Phrynichus, Plato 
( Comicus) and others, who contended against him at the 
festivals with alternate victory and defeat, would be found to 
deserve similar praise, if we· possessed their compositions. 
Never probably will the full and unshackled force of comedy 
be so exhibited again. Without having Aristophanes actually 
before us, it would have been impossible to imagine the un-

1 measured and unsparing licence of attack assumed by the old 
1 comedy upon the gods, the institutions, the politicians, philo

sophers, poets, private citizens specially named-and even the 
women, whose life was entirely domestic-of Athens. With 

'this universal liberty in respect of subject, there is combined a 
i~poignancy of derision and satire, a fecundity of imagination and 

variety of turns, and a richness of poetical expression-such as 
t cannot be surpassed, and such as fully explains the admiration 
h expressed for him by the philosopher Plato, who in other 
crespects must have regarded him with unquestionable disap
t j probation. His comedies are popular in the largest sense of 
' the word, addressed to the entire body of male citizens on 
Bt day consecrated to festivity, and providing for them amuse-

:, nent or derision with a sort of drunken abundance, out of all 
, ~~,ersons or things standing in any way prominent before the 
m;ublic eye. The earliest comedy of Aristophanes was exhibited 
m•1 427 B.C., and his Muse continued for a long time prolific, 

nee two of the dramas now remaining belong to an epoch 
c.<:rteven years after the Thirty and the renovation of the 
d 
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democracy-about 392 B.C. After that renovation, however 
(as I have before remarked), the unmeasured sweep and 
libellous personality of the old comedy was gradually dis
continued : the comic Chorus was first cut down, and 
afterwards suppressed, so as to usher in what is commonly 
termed the Middle Comedy, without any Chorus at all. The 
"Plutus" of Aristophanes indicates some approach to this new 
phase; but his earlier and more numerous comedies (from the 
"Acharneis" in 425 B.c. to the" Frogs" in 405 B.c., only a few 
months before the fatal battle of LEgospotami) exhibit the 
continuous, unexhausted, untempered, flow of the stream first 
opened by Kratinus. 

Such abundance both of tragic and comic poetry, each of 
first-rate excellence, formed one of the marked features of 
Athenian life, and became a powerful instrument in popularising 
new combinations of thought with variety and elegance of 
expression. While the tragic Muse presented the still higher 
advantage of inspiring elevated and benevolent sympathies, 
more was probably lost than gained by the lessons of the 
comic Muse-not only bringing out keenly all that was really 
ludicrous or contemptible in the ph::Enomena of the day, but 
manufacturing scornful laughter, quite as often, out of that 
which was innocent or even meritorious, as well as out of 
boundless private slander. The "Knights" and the" Wasps" 
of Aristophanes, however, not to mention other plays, are a 
standing evidence of one good point in the Athenian character; 
that they bore with good-natured indulgence the full outpouring 
of ridicule and even of calumny interwoven with it, upon those 
democratical institutions to which they were sincerely attached. 
The democracy was strong enough to tolerate unfriendly tongues 
either in earnest or in jest; the reputations of men who stood 
conspicuously forward in politics, on whatever side, might a!so 
be considered as a fair mark for attacks, inasmuch as that 
measure of aggressive criticism, which is tutelary and indis
pensable, cannot be permitted, without the accompanying evil, 
comparatively much smaller, of excess and injustice ; 1 though 
even here we may remark that excess of bitter personality is 

1 Aristophan~s boasts that he was the first comic composer who selected 
great and powerful men for his objects of attack : his predecessors (he 
affirms) had meddled only with small vermin and rags ( ~s .,.a. pcl.1wt rt«rf!7rTov
'T<U ael, /Cal 'TOtS ¢9•cprtlV'IrOA€p.OVV'Tas) (Pac. 724-740; Vesp. IOJO). 

But this cannot be true in point of fact, since we know that no man was 
more bitterly assailed by the comic authors of his day than Perikles. It 
ought to be added, that though Aristophan~s doubtless attacked the power· 
ful men, he did not leave the smaller persons unmolested. 
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among the most conspicuous sins of Athenian literature gener
ally. But the warfare of comedy, in the persons of Aristophanes 
and other composers, against philosophy, literature, and elo
quence-in the name of those good old times of ignorance, 
"when an Athenian seaman knew nothing more than how to 
call for his barley-cake and cry Yo-ho; " 1 and the retrograde 
spirit which induces them to exhibit moral turpitude as the 
natural consequence of the intellectual progress of the age
are circumstances going far to prove an unfavourable and 
degrading influence of Comedy on the Athenian mind. 

In reference to individual men, and to Sokrates 2 especially, 
the Athenians seem to have been unfavourably biassed by the 
misapplied wit and genius of Aristophanes in "The Clouds," 
aided by other Comedies of Eupolis and Ameipsias and 
Eupolis ; but on the general march of politics, philosophy, or 
letters, these composers had little influence. Nor were they 
ever regarded at Athens in the light in which they are presented 

1 Aristophan. Ran. 1o67 (also Vesp. 101)5)· A!:schylus reproaches 
Euripides-

EfT' a.~ ActA.tO.v ErrtT'1}8~V<ra.t ~eal CTTWIJ."UA[a.v €U8o.~a.~, 
0;>-H "f!KeVwrTt::V T0.S Te 1Ta.Aa.lcnpaS, ~ea.1 Tcl.S 'lt'Vyds Eve.Tp&.l/JC! 
TWv p.etp£tK.(wv trTwp.vMop.f.vwv, ~ea.t ToVs n-a.pcU.ovs &.vi1Tetuev 
'AvTa.-,:op,Ve-tv ToLs O.pxovcnv. Ka..l-TOI. TOn· y'. ~vl~e' e'Y.w ''wv, 
OltK 7J1Tlcrra.v-r" ciAA" .q I£a.(a.rr ~tttAc!tr<" Ko:' Ptt1l"1l"«1r"«' ~l1rerv. 

To fov ...... a. ... a.l seems to have been the peculiar cry or chorus of the seamen 
on shipboard, probably when some joint pull or effort of force was required : 
compare Vespre, 909. 

2 See about the effect on the estimation of Sokrates, Ranke, Commentat. 
de Vita Aristophanis. p. CDXLI. ; Plato, Apol. Sokrat. p. zS-zg. 

Compare also the remarks of Cicero (De Repub. iv. II ; vol. iv. p. 476, 
ed. Orell.) upon the old Athenian comedy and its unrestrained licence. 
The laws of the Tweh'e Tables at Rome condemned to death any one who 
composed and published libellous verses against the reputation of another 
citizen. 

Among the constant butts of Aristophanes and the other comic composers, 
was the dithyrambic poet Kinesias, upon whom they discharged their wit 
and bitterness, not simply as an indifferent poet, but also on the ground of 
his alleged impiety, his thin and feeble bodily frame, and his wretched 
health. ·we see the effect of such denunciations in a speech of the orator 
Lysias; composed on behalf of Phanias, against whom Kinesias had brought 
an indictment or Graphe Paranom6n. Phanias treats these abundant 
lampoons as if they were good evidence against the character of Kinesias
®au,~ci.Cw ll' el p.~ {Japtws rptp<T< 11-rt Ktv?Jcr(as Jcr-rlv lJ -ro'is v&p.ots fJo?J86s, tw 
Vp.e'is 1Tdv-n:s E7t(cr-rc:ur8e U.C1e{JitrTaToV 0.7rd.V'TCIJV ~tal Tra.pavop.WTaToV 'Yeyovlva&. 
Ovx oo-r&s Jcr-rw lJ Totav-ra. .... pl 8<olis ~l;ap.a.p-rcl.vow, &. To'is p.~v &l..l..ots alcrxp&v 
~CT'Tt Ka.l l..t-y<tV, 'TWV KW!J.<pOOOtoacrKcfl..wv I)' aKOV€'TE Ka.8' ~KO.CTTOV 
tivtav-r&v; See Lysias, Fragm. 3r, ed. Bekker; Atbenreus, xii. p. 551. 

Dr. Thirlwall estimates more lightly than I do the effect of these 
abundant libels of the old comedy : see his review of the Attic tragedy and 
comedy in a very excellent chapter of his History of Greece, ch. xviii. vol. 
iii. p. 42. 
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to us by modern criticism-as men of exalted morality, stern 
patriotism, and genuine discernment of the true interests of 
their country-as animated by large and steady views of im
proving their fellow-citizens, but compelled, in consequence of 
prejudice or opposition, to disguise a far-sighted political philo
sophy under the veil of satire-as good judges of the most 
debateable questions, such as the prudence of making war or 
peace-and excellent authority to guide us in appreciating the 
merits or demerits of their contemporaries, insomuch that the 
victims of their lampoons are habitually set down as worthless 
men.l There cannot be a greater misconception of the old 

1 The view which I am here combating is very general among the German 
writers; in proof of which I may point to three of the ablest recent critics 
on the old comedy-Bergk, Meineke, and Ranke-all most useful writers 
for the understanding of Aristophan@s. 

Respecting Kratinus, Bergk observes-" Erat enim Cratinus, pariter 
atque ceteri principes antiqum conuxdim, vir egregie moratus, idemque 
antiqui moris tenax. • • . Cum Cratinus quasi divinitus videret ex hac 
libertate mox tanquam ex stirpe aliquil nimiam licentiam existere et nasci, 
statim his initiis graviter adversatus est, videturque Cimonem tanquam 
exemplum boni et honesti civis proposuisse," &c. 

" Nam Cratinus cum esset magno ingenio et eximid morum gravitate, 
regerrime tulit rem publicam prreceps in perniciem ruere : omnem igitur 
oper<J.m atque omne studium eo' contulit, ut imagine ipsius vitm ante oculos 
positd omnes et res divinm et humanm emenda.-entur, hominumque animi ad 
honestatem colendam incenderentur. Hoc sibi prim us et proposuit Cratinus, 
et propositum strenue persecutus est. Sed si ipsam Veritatem, cujus imago 
ocu/is obversabatur, oculis subjecisset, verendum erat ne tmdio obrueret eos 
qui spectarent, nihilque prorsus eorum, qure summo studio persequebatur, 
obtineret. Quare eximiil quildam arte pulchram effigiem hilaremque for
mam finxit, ita tamen ut ad veritatem sublimemque ejus speciem referret 
omnia: sic cum ludicris miscet seria, ut et vulgus haberet qui delectaretur ; 
et qui plus ingenio valerent, ipsam veritatem, qure ex omnibus fabularum 
partibus perluceret, mente et cogitatione comprehenderent." ... "Jam 
vero Cratinum in fabulis componendis id unice spectavi'sse quod esset verum, 
ne veteres quidem latuit. . .• Aristophanes autem idem et secutus se?Jfjer 
est et srepe professus." (Bergk, de Reliquiis Comred. Antiq. pp. r, IO, 20, 
233, &c.) 

The criticism of Ranke (Commentatio de Vitil Aristophanis, p. CCXLI, 
CCCXIV, CCCXLII, CCCLXIX, CCCLXXIII, CDXXXIV, &c.) adopts the same 
strain of eulogy as to the lofty and virtuous purposes of Aristophan@s. 
Compare also the eulogy bestowed by Meineke on the monitorial value of 
the old comedy (Historia Comic. Grrec. p. 39, so, 165, &c.), and similar 
praises by Westermann-Geschichte der Beredsamkeit in Griechenland und 
Rom. sect. 36. 

In one of the arguments prefixed to the " Pax" of Aristophan@s, the 
author is so full of the conception of these poets as public instructors or 
advisers, that he tells us absurdly enough, they were for that reason 
called a taci.O'KO.li.Ot-oba~v -yap O'vp.{3ool\.wv l'idcJ>Epov• 39EV O.OTOVs KO.} ataa.-
0'11: ci.ll.ovs wvop.a.(ov· g,., ?rci.VTO. .-a ?rpoucpopa. OtcX apa.p.c!..- wv O.VTOVS ~alaa.
O'KOJI (p. 244, ed. Bekk.). 
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comedy than to regard it in this point of view ; yet it is 
astonishing how many subsequent writers (from Diodorus and 
Plutarch down to the present day) have thought themselves 
entitled to deduce their facts of Grecian history, and their 
estimate of Grecian men, events, and institutions-from the 
comedies of Aristophanes. Standing pre-eminent as the latter 
does in comic genius, his point of view is only so much the 
more determined by the ludicrous associations suggested to his 

u Eupolis, atque Cratinus, Aristophanesque poetre, 
Atque alii, quorum Comcedia prisca virorum est, 
Si quis erat dignus describi, quod malus, aut fur, 
Aut mcechus foret, aut sicarius, aut alioqui 
Famosus, multa cum libertate notabant." 

This is the early judgement of Horace (Serm. i. 4, I): his later opinion on 
the Fescennina licentia, ·which was the same in spirit as the old Grecian 
comedy, is much more judicious (Epistol. ii. I, 145): compare Art. Poetic. 
224- To assume that the persons derided or vilified by these comic authors 
must always have deserved what was said of them, is indeed a striking 
evidence of the value of the maxim-" Fortiter calumniare ; semper aliquid 
restat." Without doubt their indiscriminate libel sometimes wounded a 
suitable subject; in what proportion of cases, we have no means of deter
mining: but the perusal of Aristophanes tends to justify the epithets which 
Lucian puts into the mouth of Dialogus respecting Aristophanes and 
Eupolis-not to favour the opinions of the authors whom I have cited above 
(Lucian, Jov. Accus. vol. ii. p. 832). He calls Eupolis and Aristophanes 
li<tvovs ~vl>pas t11'U«p-rop.ijua< -rd. <T<p.vd. K<d :xA.<vcltTat -rd. Kall.ii>s txovTa. 

When we notice what Aristophanes himself says respecting the other 
comic poets, his predecessors and contemporaries, we shall find it far from 
countenancing the exalted censorial function which Bergk and others ascribe 
to them (see the Para basis in the N ubes, 530 seq., and in the Pax, 723). 
It seems especially preposterous to conceive Kratinus in that character; of 
whom what we chiefly know is his habit of drunkenness, and the downright, 
unadorned, vituperation in which he indulged : see the Fragments and 
story of his last play-ilvTiv'l (in Meineke, vol. ii. p. u6 ; also Meineke, 
vol. i. p. 48 seq.). 

Meineke copies (p. 46) from Suidas a statement (v. 'E?retov oEtA.JT<pos) to 
the effect that Kratinus was Ta~(apxos Tijs Olv17'!oos <f>vA.ijs. He 
cotstrues this as a real fact : but there can hardly be a doubt that it is only 
a joke made by his contemporary comedians upon his fondness for wine ; 
and not one of the worst among the many such jests which seem to have 
been then current. Runkel also, another editor of the Fragments of 
Kratinus (Cratini Fragment., Leips. 1827, p. 2-M. M. Runkel), construes 
this Ta~lapxos Tijs. Olv11tl>os <f>vll.f)s as if it were a serious function ; though 
he tells us about the general character of Kratinus-" De Vita ipsa et 
moribus prene nihil dicere possumus : hoc solum constat, Cratinum poculis 
et puerorum amori valde deditum fuisse." 

Great numbers of Aristophanic jests have been transcribed as serious 
matter-of-fact, and have found their way into Grecian history. Whoever 
follows chapter vii. of K. F. Hermann's Griechische Staats-Alterthtimer, 
containing the Imzere Geschichte of the Athenian democracy, will see the 
most sweeping assertions made against the democratical institutions, on the 
authority of passages of Aristophanes : the same is the case with several of 
the other most learned German manuals of Grecian affairs. 

L 2 
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fancy, so that he thus departs the more widely from the con
ditions of a faithful witness or candid critic. He presents 
himself to provoke the laugh, mirthful or spiteful, of the 
festival crowd-assembled for the gratification of these 
emotions, and not with any expectation of serious or reason
able impressions.1 Nor does he at all conceal how much he 
is mortified by failure; like the professional jester or "laughter
maker" at the banquets of rich Athenian citizens 2-the 
parallel of Aristophanes as to purpose, however unworthy 
of comparison in every other respect 

This rise and development of dramatic poetry in Greece-so 
abundant, so varied, and so rich in genius-belongs to the fifth 
century B.c. It had been in the preceding century nothing 
more than an unpretending graft upon the primitive chorus, 
and was then even denounced by Solon (or in the dictum 
ascribed to Solon) as a vicious novelty, tending-by its simula
tion of a false character and by its effusion of sentiments not 
genuine or sincere--to corrupt the integrity of human dealings ; 3 

a charge of corruption, not unlike that which Aristophanes 
worked up a century afterwards, in his "Clouds," against physics, 
rhetoric and dialectics in the person of Sokrates. But the pro
perties of the graft had overpowered and subordinated those of 
the original stem ; so that dramatic poetry was now a distinct 
form, subject to laws of its own, and shining with splendour 
equal, if not superior, to the elegiac, choric, lyric, and epic 
poetry which constituted the previous stock of the Grecian 
world. 

Such transformations in the poetry-or, to speak more justly, 
in the literature, for before the year soo B.c., the two expressions 
were equivalent-of Greece, were at once products, marks, and 

1 Horat. de Art. Poetic. 212-224-
" Indoctus quid enim saperet, liberque laborum, 

Rusticus urbano confusus, turpis honesto? ...• 
lllecebris erat et grat~ novitate morandus 
Spectator, functusque sacris, et potus, et exlex." 

2 See the Parabasis of Aristophan€!s in the Nubes (535 seq.) and in the 
Vespre (1015-1045). 

Compare also the description of Philippus the -y•71.wTo7rot6s or Jester in 
the Symposion of Xenophon ; most of which is extremely Aristophanic, ii. 
10, 14. The comic point of view is assumed throughout that piece ; and 
Sokrat€!s is introduced on one occasion as apologising for the intrusion of a 
serious reflection (To <T?roooa.taJ\.0-yiiv, viil. 41). The same is the case 
throughout much of the Symposion of Plato ; though the scheme and 
purpose of this latter are very difficult to follow. 

3 Plutarch, Solon, c. 29. Compare the same general view, set forth in 
Plato, Legg. iv. p. 719 C. See the previous volumes of this History, 
ch. xi. vol. iii. p. 357; ch. xxix. vol. iv. p. 263. 
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auxiliaries, in the expansion of the national mind. Our minds 
have now become familiar with dramatic combinations, which 
have ceased to be peculiar to any special form or conditions of 
political society. But if we compare the fifth century B.c. with 
that which preceded it, the recently born drama will be seen to 
have been a most important and impressive novelty: and so 
assuredly it would have been regarded by Solon, the largest 
mind of his own age, if he could have risen again a century and 
a quarter after his death, to witness the" Antigone" of Sophokles, 
the" Medea" of Euripides, or the" Acharneis" of Aristophanes. 

Its novelty does not consist merely in the high order of 
imagination and judgement required for the constructi0n of a 
drama at once regular and effective. This indeed is no small 
addition to Grecian poetical celebrity as it stood in the days 
of Solon, Alkreus, Sappho, and Stesichorus : but we must 
remember that the epical structure of the" Odyssey," so ancient 
and long acquired to the Hellenic world, implies a reach 
of architectonic talent quite equal to that exhibited in the most 
symmetrical drama of Sophokles. The great innovation of the 
dramatists consisted in the rhetorical, the dialectical, and the 
ethical spirit which they breathed into their poetry. Of all 
this, the undeveloped germ doubtless existed in the previous 
epic, lyric, and gnomic composition; but the drama stood 
distinguished from all three by bringing it out into conspicuous 
amplitude, and making it the substantive means of effect. 
Instead of recounting exploits achieved or sufferings undergone 
by the heroes-instead of pouring out his own single-minded 
impressions in reference to some given event or juncture-the 
tragic poet produces the mythical persons themselves to talk, 
discuss, accuse, defend, confute, lament, threaten, advise, per
suade, or appease-among one another, but before the audience. 
In. the drama (a singular misnomer) nothing is actually done: 
all is talk, assuming what is done, as passing, or as having 
passed, elsewhere. The dramatic poet, speaking continually, 
but at each moment through a different character, carries on 
the purpose of each of his characters by words calculated to 
influence the other characters and appropriate to each successive 
juncture. Here are rhetorical exigencies from beginning to 
end; 1 while since the whole interest of the piece turns upon 
some contention or struggle carried on by speech-since 
debate, consultation, and retort, never cease-since every 

1 Respecting the rhetorical cast of tragedy, see Plato, Gorgias, c. 57, p.J, 

~n ' Plato disapproves of tragedy on the same grounds as of rhetoric. 
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character, good or evil, temperate or violent, must be supplied 
with suitable language to defend his proceedings, to attack or 
repel opponents, and generally to make good the relative im
portance assigned to him-here again dialectical skill in no 
small degree is indispensable. 

Lastly, the strength and variety of ethical sentiment infused 
into the Grecian tragedy, is among the most remarkable 
characteristics which distinguish it from the anterior forms 
of poetry. "To do or suffer terrible things "-is pronounced 
by Aristotle to be its proper subject-matter; and the internal 
mind and motives of the doer or sufferer, on which the ethical 
interest fastens, are laid open by the Greek tragedians with an 
impressive minuteness which neither the epic nor the lyric 
could possibly parallel. Moreover the appropriate subject
matter of tragedy is pregnant not only with ethical sympathy, 
but also with ethical debate and speculation. Characters of 
mixed good and evil-distinct rules of duty, one conflicting 
with the other-wrong done, and justified to the conscience of 
the doer, if not to that of the spectator, by previous wrong 
suffered,-all these are the favourite themes of JEschylus and 
his two great successors. Klytremnestra kills her husband 
Agamemnon on his return from Troy : her defence is, that he 
had deserved this treatment at her hands for having sacrificed 
his own and her daughter, Iphigeneia. Her son Orestes kills her, 
under. a full conviction of the duty of avenging his father, and 
even under the sanction of Apollo. The retributive Eumenides 
pursue him for the deed, and JEschylus brings all the parties 
before the court of Areopagus with Athene as president; where 
the case, being fairly argued, with the Eumenides as accusers 
and Apollo as counsel for the prisoner, ends by an equality 
of votes in the court : upon which Athene gives her casting
vote to absolve Orestes. Again-let any man note the c~n
flicting obligations which Sophokles so forcibly brings out in his 
beautiful drama of the "Antigone." Kreon directs that the body 
of Polyneikes, as a traitor and recent invader of the country, 
shall remain unburied : Antigone, sister of Polyneikes, de
nounces such interdict as impious, and violates it, under an 
overruling persuasion of fraternal duty. Kreon having ordered 
her to be buried alive, his youthful son Hremon, her betrothed 
lover, is plunged into a heart-rending conflict between abhor
rence of such cruelty on the one side, and submission to his 
father on the other. Sophokles sets forth both these contend
ing rules of duty in an elaborate scene of dialogue between 
the father and the son. Here are two rules both sacred and 
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respectable, but the one of which cannot be observed without 
violating the other. Since a choice must be made, which 
of the two ought a good man to obey? This is a point which 
the great poet is well pleased to leave undetermined. But 
if there be any among the audience in whom the least impulse 
of intellectual speculation is alive, he will by no means leave it 
so, without some mental effort to solve the problem, and to 
discover some grand and comprehensive principle from whence 
all the moral rules emanate-a principle such as may instruct 
his conscience in those cases generally, of not unfrequent 
occurrence, wherein two obligations conflict with each other. 
The tragedian not only appeals more powerfully to the ethical 
sentiment than poetry had ever done before, but also, by raising 
these grave and touching questions, addresses a stimulus and 
challenge to the intellect, spurring it on to ethical speculation. 

Putting all these points together, we see how much wider 
was the intellectual range of tragedy, and how considerable is 
the mental progress which it betokens, as compared with the 
lyric and gnomic poetry, or with the Seven Wise Men and their 
authoritative aphorisms-which formed the glory, and marked 
the limit, of the preceding century. In place of unexpanded 
results, or the mere communication of single-minded sentiment, 
we have even in LEschylus, the earliest of the great tragedians, 
a large latitude of dissent and debate-a shifting point of view 
-a case better or worse, made out for distinct and contending 
parties-and a divination of the future advent of sovereign and 
instructed reason. It was through the intermediate stage of 
tragedy that Grecian literature passed into the Rhetoric, 
Dialectics, and Ethical speculation, which marked the fifth 
century B.c. 

Other simultaneous causes, arising directly out of the 
bdsiness of real life, contributed to the generation of these 
same capacities and studies. The fifth century B.C. is the first 
century of democracy, at Athens, in Sicily, and elsewhere: 
moreover, at that period, beginning from the Ionic revolt 
and the Persian invasions of Greece, the political relations 
between one Grecian city and another became more com
plicated, as well as more continuous; requiring a greater 
measure of talent in the public men who managed them. 
Without some power of persuading or confuting-of defending 
himself against accusation, or in case of need, accusing others
no man could possibly hold an ascendent position. He had 
probably not less need of this talent for private, informal, 
conversations to satisfy his own political partisans, than for 
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addressing the public assembly formally convoked. Even as 
commanding an army or a fleet, without any laws of war or 
habits of professional discipline, his power of keeping up the 
good humour, confidence, and prompt obedience of his men, 
depended not a little on his command of speech.1 Nor was it 
only to the leaders in political life that such an accomplishment 
was indispensable. In all the democracies-and probably in 
several governments which were not democracies but oligarchies 
of an open character-the courts of justice were more or less 
numerous, and the procedure oral and public: in Athens 
especially, the Dikasteries (whose constitution has been 
explained in a former chapter) were both very numerous, and 
paid for attendance. Every citizen had to go before them in 
person, without being able to send a paid advocate in his place, 
if he either required redress for wrong offered to himself, or 
was accused of wrong by another. 2 There was no man there
fore who might not be cast or condemned, or fail in his own 
suit, even with right on his side-unless he possessed some 
powers of speech to unfold his case to the Dikasts, as well as 
to confute the falsehoods, and disentangle the sophistry, of an 
opponent. Moreover-to any man of known family and 
station, it would be a humiliation hardly less painful than the 
loss of the cause, when standing before the Dikastery with 
friends and enemies around him, to find himself unable to carry 
on the thread of a discourse without halting or confusion. To 
meet such liabilities, from which no citizen, rich or poor, was 
exempt, a certain training in speech became not less essential 
than a certain training in arms. Without the latter, he could 
not do his duty as an hoplite in the ranks for the defence of 
his country ; without the former, he could not ·escape danger to 
his fortune or honour, and humiliation in the eyes of his friends, 
if called before a Dikastery ; nor could he lend assistance to any 
of those friends who might be placed under the like necessity. 

Here then were ample motives, arising out of practical 
prudence not less than from the stimulus of ambition, to 
cultivate the power of both continuous harangue, and of 
concise argumentation or interrogation and reply : 3 motives for 
all, to acquire a certain moderate aptitude in the use of these 

1 See the discourse of Sokrates, insisting upon this point, as part of the 
duties of a commander (X en. Mem. iii. 3, II). 

2 This necessity of some rhetorical accomplishments is enforced not less 
emphatically by Aristotle (Rhetoric, i. I, 3) than by Kallikles in the Gorgias 
of Plato, c. 91, p. 486 B. 

3 See the description which Cicero gives of his own laborious oratorical 
training-
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weapons-for the ambitious few, to devote much labour and 
to shine as accomplished orators. 

Such political and social motives, it is to be remembered, 
though acting very forcibly at Athens, were by no means 
peculiar to Athens, but prevailed more or less throughout a 
large portion of the Grecian citi'es, especially in Sicily, when 
all the governments became popularised after the overthrow of 
the Gelonian dynasty. And it was in Sicily and Italy, that the 
first individuals arose, who acquired permanent name both in 
Rhetoric and Dialectics : Empedokles of Agrigentum in the 
former-Zeno of Elea (in Italy) in the latter.1 

Both these distinguished men bore a conspicuous part in 
politics, and both on the popular side ; Empedokles against an 
oligarchy, Zeno against a despot. But both also were yet more 
distinguished as philosophers ; and the dialectical impulse in 
Zeno, if not the rhetorical impulse in Empedokles, came more 
from his philosophy than from his politics. Empedokles 
(about 470-440 B.c.) appears to have held intercourse at least, 
if not partial communion of doctrine, with the dispersed 
philosophers of the Pythagorean league; the violent subversion 
of which, at Kroton and elsewhere, I have related in a previous 
chapter.2 He constructed a system of physics and cosmogony, 
distinguished for first broaching the doctrine of the Four 
elements, and set forth in a poem composed by himself: 
besides which he seems to have had much of the mystical tone 
and miraculous pretensions of Pythagoras ; professing not only 
to cure pestilence and other distempers, but to teach how old 
age might be averted and the dead raised from Hades-to 
prophesy-and to raise and calm the winds at his pleasure. 
Gorgias his pupil deposed that he had been present at the 
magical ceremonies of Empedokles.s The impressive character 

• 
"Ego hoc tempore omni, noctes et dies, in omnium doctrinarum rnedita-

tione versabar. Eram cum Stoico Diodoto, qui cum habitavisset apud me 
rnecumque.! vixisset, nuper est domi mere mortuus. A quo quurn in allis 
rebus, turn studiosissime in dialectic~ versabar; qut11 quasi contracta et 
astricta eloquentia putanda est; sine quil etiarn tu, Brute, judicavisti, 
te illarn justarn eloquentiam, quam dialecticam dilatatam esse putant, 
consequi non posse. Huic ego doctori, et ejus artibus variis et multis, ita 
erarn tam en deditus, ut ab exercitationibus oratoriis null us dies vacaret." 
(Cicero, Brutus, go, 309.) 

1 Aristotel. ap. Diog. Laert. viii 57· 
2 See my preceding vol. iv. ch. xxxiv. 
3 Diogen. Laert. viii. 58, 59, who gives a remarkable extract from the 

poem of Empedokl~s, attesting these large pretensions. 
See Brandis, Handbuch der Gr. Rom, Philos. part. i. sect. 47, 48, p. 

192; Sturz. ad Empedoclis Frag. p. 36, 
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of his poem is sufficiently attested by the admiration of 
Lucretius,1 and the rhetoric ascribed to him may have con
sisted mainly in oral teaching or exposition of the same 
doctrines. Tisias and Korax of Syracuse, who are also 
mentioned as the first teachers of rhetoric-and the first who 
made known any precepts about the rhetorical practice-were 
his contemporaries; while the celebrated Gorgias was his pupil. 

The dialectical movement emanated at the same time from 
the Eleatic school of philosophers-Zeno, and his contem
porary the Samian Melissus (460-440)-if not from their 
common teacher Parmenides. Melissus also, as well as Zeno 
and Empedokles, was a distinguished citizen as well as a 
philosopher; having been in command of the Samian fleet at 
the time of the revolt from Athens, and having in that capacity 
gained a victory over the Athenians. 

All the philosophers of the fifth century B.c., prior to 
Sokrates, inheriting from their earliest poetical predecessors 
the vast and unmeasured problems which had once been 
solved by the supposition of divine or superhuman agents, 
contemplated the world, physical and moral, all in a mass, 
and applied their minds to find some hypothesis which would 
give them an explanation of this totality, 2 or at least appease 
curiosity by something which looked like an explanation. 
What were the elements out of which sensible things were 
made ? What was the initial cause or principle of those 
changes which appeared to our senses? What was change? 
-was it generation or something integrally new and destruc
tion of something pre-existent-or was it a decomposition and 
recombination of elements still continuing? The theories of 
the various Ionic philosophers and of Empedokles after them, 
admitting one, two, or four elementary substances, with Friend
ship and Enmity to serve as causes of motion or change-tile 
Homreomeries of Anaxagoras, with Nous or Intelligence as the 
stirring or regularising agent-the atoms and void of Leukippus 

1 De Rerum Naturll, i. 719. 
2 Some striking lines of Empedokl@s are preserved by Sextus Empiricus, 

adv. Mathemat. vii. 115; to the effect that every individual man gets 
through his short life, with no more knowledge than is comprised in his 
own slender fraction of observation and experience : he struggles in vain to 
find out and explain the totality-but neither eye, nor ear, nor reason can 
assist him-

IT«liipov B£ ~w-ijs O.Pt.ov IJ.lpos 0.8pl]aaV'Tes, 
•f2Kllp,opo,, K0.1TVO'io 8(K1JV /J.pfJiVTES", 0.rri7r'TdV 
AirrO fLOvov 7reta9ivnr;, OTCe 1rporriKvpuev EKo.UTor;, 
ll&.VToa~ EAa.vv6,u.evot.. TO 8~ oVAov £mrVxeTat eVpe'iv 
AV'Tws· oiiT" E1rl8epKTa Tao· O.vOpclatv, oih' bra.Kovcrnl, 
OUn vO~ r.epth1J1TT<i. 
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and Demokritus-all these were different hypotheses answering 
to a similar vein of thought. All of them, though as!iuming 
that the sensible appearances of things were delusive and per
plexing, nevertheless were borrowed more or less directly from 
some of these appearances, which were employed to explain 
and illustrate the whole theory, and served to render it plausible 
when stated as well as to defend it against attack. But the 
philosophers of the Eleatic school-first Xenophanes, and after 
him Parmenides-took a distinct path of their own. To find 
that which was real, and which lay as it were concealed behind 
or under the delusive phrenomena of sense, they had recourse 
only to mental abstractions. They supposed a Substance or 
Something not perceivable by sense, but only cogitable or con
ceivable by reason : a One and All, continuous and finite, 
which was not only real and self-existent, but was the only 
reality-eternal, immoveable and unchangeable, and the only 
matter knowable. The phrenomena of sense, which began and 
ended one after the other (they thought), were essentially 
delusive, uncertain, contradictory among themselves, and open 
to endless diversity of opinion.1 Upon these, nevertheless, 
they announced an opinion ; ·adopting two elements-heat 
and cold-or light and darkness. 

Parmenides set forth this doctrine of the One and All in a 
poem, of which but a few fragments now remain, so that we 
understand very imperfectly the positive arguments employed 
to recommend it. The matter of truth and knowledge, such 
as he alone admitted, was altogether removed from the senses 
and divested of sensible properties, so as to be conceived only 
as an Ens Rationis, and described and discussed only in the 
most general words of the language. The exposition given by 
Parmenides in his poem, 2 though complimented by Plato, was 
V@:hemently controverted by others, who deduced from it many 
contradictions and absurdities. As a part of his reply,-and 
doubtless the strongest part,-Parmenides retorted upon his 
adversaries; an example followed by his pupil Zeno with still 
greater acuteness and success. Those who controverted his 
ontological theory-that the real, ultra-phrenomenal, substance, 

1 See Parmenidis Fragmenta, ed. Karsten, v. 30, 55, 6o ; also the 
Dissertation annexed by Karsten, sect. 3, 4, p. 148 seq. ; sect. 19, p. 
221 seq. 

Compare also Mullach's edition of the same Fragments, annexed to his 
edition of the Aristotelian treatise, De Melisso, Xenophane, et Gorgia, 
p. 144. 

2 Plato, Parmenid~s, p. 128 B. uiJ p.~v (Parmenides) -yap b• -ro"Ls wot.f,p.a.
utv ~v <J>iis eivcu -ro 1riiv, ~eal -roVTwV -re~ep..f,pta wapexets 1ea?.ws re ~ea.l ei'i, &c. 
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was One,-affirmed it to be not One, but Many; divisible, 
moveable, changeable, &c. Zeno attacked this latter theory, 
and proved that it led to contradictions and absurdities still 
greater than those involved in the proposition of Parmenides.1 

He impugned !he testimony of sense, affirming that it furnished 
premises for conclusions ·which contradicted each other, and 
that it was unworthy of trust. 2 Parmenides 8 had denied that 
there was any such thing as real change either of place or 
colour : Zeno maintained change of place, or motion, to be 
impossible and self-contradictory; propounding many logical 
difficulties, derived from the infinite divisibility of matter, 
against some of the most obvious affirmations respecting sen
sible phrenomena. Melissus appears to have argued in a vein 
similar to that of Zeno, though with much less acuteness ; 
demonstrating indirectly the doctrine of Parmenides by deduc
ing impossible inferences from the contrary hypothesis.4 

Zeno published a treatise to maintain the thesis above 
described, which he also upheld by personal conversations and 
discussions, in a manner doubtle~s far more efficacious than 
his writing;· the oral teaching of these early philosophers being 
their really impressive manifestation. His subtle dialectic 
arguments were not only sufficient to occupy all the philo
sophers of antiquity, in confuting them more or less success
fully, but have even descended to modern times as a fire not 
yet extinguished.5 The great effect produced among the 
speculative minds of Greece by his writing and conversation, is 
attested both by Plato and Aristotle. He visited Athens, gave 

1 See the remarkable passage in the Parmenid~s of Plato, p. 128 B, C, D. 
'Eurl li€ r6 -ye a71.:1)8fs {Jo1}8euJ. 'l"IS ravra ril. -ypap.p.ara rrp ITapp.ev(~ou A.6-yre 

.,.p/,s rovs ~"''X"Poiivras abr~v K"'f''l'lieiv, &s •i ~~~ ~<Tr<, 'lroA.ll.il. Kal -yell.oia 
uup.{Ja(ve& .,.J.uxew rrp 71.6-yre Kal ivavr(a abrrp. 'Avrtll.e-ye• li~ o3v Tovro 'T~ 
-ypap.p.a 'lrp~s 'l"OVS Ta 'lrOA.ll.a ll.e-yovras, /Cal avra'lro/i(/i(J)!TI ravra K.-l 
'lrAe(.,, 'l"OV'l"O {Jou71.6p.evov 07]71.ovv, WS lrt ')'E71.ot6repa 'lra<TXOI '&v 
aurwv n {!.,.68eu<s-n el 'lroli.A.a ludv~ iJ roil h elva&, ef rts 
!tcavws ~'lre~lot. 

2 Plato, Phredrus, c. 44, p. 261 D. See the citations in Brandis, Gesch. 
der Gr. Riim. Philosophie, part i. p. 417 seq. 

3 Parmenid. Fragm. v. 101, ed. Mullach. 
4 See the Fragments of Melissus collected by Mullach, in his publication 

cited in a previous note, p. 8r seq. 
5 The reader will see this in Bayle's Dictionary, article, Zeno of Elea. 
Simplicius (in his commentary on Aristot. Physic, p. 255) says that Zeno 

first composed written dialogues-which cannot be believed without more 
certain evidence. He also particularises a puzzling question addressed by 
Zeno to Protagoras. See Brandis, Gesch. der Griech. Riim. Philos. i. p. 
409.-Zeno towv p.€v ob1l€v ~~e8ero (sc. 'lrEpl rwv mi.vr.,v), lit7J'Ir6p7J<TE li€ 'lrepl 
rovr"'" /.,.l 'lrll.eiov. Plutarch. ap. Eusebium, Prrepar. Evangel. i. 23 D. 
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instruction to some eminent Athenians, for high pay-and is 
said to have conversed both with Perikles and with Sokrates, 
at a time when the latter was very young ; probably between 
450-440 B.c.1 

His appearance constitutes a remarkable rera in Grecian 
philosophy, because he first brought out the extraordinary 
aggressive or negative force of the dialectic method. In this 
discussion respecting the One and the Many, positive grounds 
on either side were alike scanty : each party had to set forth 
the contradictions deducible from the opposite hypothesis, and 
Zeno professed to show that those of his opponents were the 
more flagrant. We thus see that along with the methodised 
question and answer, or dialectic method, employed from 
henceforward more and more in philosophical inquiries-comes 
out at the same time the negative tendency, the probing, 
testing, and scrutinising force-of Grecian speculation. The 
negative side of ·Grecian speculation stands quite as pro
minently marked, and occupies as large a measure of the 
intellectual force of their philosophers, as the positive side. It 
is not simply to arrive at a conclusion, sustained by a certain 
measure of plausible premise-and then to proclaim it as an 
authoritative dogma, silencing or disparaging all objectors
that Grecian speculation aspires. To unmask not only positive 
falsehood, but even affirmation without evidence, exaggerated 

I Compare Plutarch, Perikl~s, c. 3 ; Plato, Parmenid~s, pp. 126, 127 ; 
Plato, Alkibiad. i. ch. 14, p. II9 A. 

That Sokrat~s had in his youth conversed with Parmenides when the 
latter was an old man, is stated by Plato more than once, over and above 
his dialogue called Parmenid~s, which professes to. give a conversation 
between the two, as well as with Zeno. I agree with Mr. Fynes Clinton, 
Brandis, and Karsten-in thinking that this is better evidence about the 
djte of Parmenides than any of the vague indications which appear to con
tradict it, in Diogen~s Laertius and elsewhere. But it will be hardly 
proper to place the conversation between Parmenides and Sokrates (as Mr. 
Clinton places it-Fast. H. vol. ii. App. c. 21, p. 364) at a time when 
Sokrat~s was only fifteen years of age. The ideas which the ancients had 
about youthful propriety would not permit him to take part in conversation 
with an eminent philosopher, at so early an age as fifteen, when he would 
not yet be entered on the roll of citizens, or be qualified for the smallest 
function, military or civil. I cannot but think that Sokrat~s must have been 
more than twenty years of age when he thus conversed with Parmenides. 

Sokrates was born in 469 B.C. (perhaps 468 B.c.); he would therefore be 
twenty years of age in 449 B.c. ; assuming the visit of Parmenides to 
Athens to have been in 448 B.C., since he was then sixty-five years of age, 
he would be born in 513 B.c. It is objected that, if this date be admitted, 
Parmenid~s could not have been a pupil of Xenophanes : we should thus 
be compelled to admit (which perhaps is the truth) that he learnt the 
doctrine of Xenophanes at second-hand. 
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confidence in what was only doubtful, and show of knowledge 
without the reality-to look at a problem on all sides, and set 
forth all the difficulties attending its solution-to take account 
of deductions from the affirmative evidence, even in the case 
of conclusions accepted as true upon the balance-all this will 
be found pervading the march of their greatest thinkers. As a 
condition of all progressive philosophy, it is not less essential 
that the grounds of negation should be freely exposed, than 
the grounds of affirmation. We shall find the two going hand 
in hand, and the negative vein indeed the more impressive and 
characteristic of the two, from Zeno downwards in our history. 
In one of the earliest memoranda illustrative of Grecian 
dialectics-the sentences wherein Plato represents Parmenides 
and Zeno as bequeathing their mantle to the youthful Sokrates, 
and giving him precepts for successfully prosecuting those 
researches which his marked inquisitive impulse promised
this large and comprehensive point of view is emphatically 
inculcated. He is admonished to set before him both sides of 
every hypothesis, and to follow out both the negative and the 
affirmative chains of argument with equal perseverance and 
equal freedom of scrutiny; neither daunted by the adverse 
opinions around him, nor deterred by sneers against wasting 
time in fruitless talk; since the multitude are ignorant that 
without thus travelling round all sides of a question, no 
assured comprehension of the truth is attainable.1 

We thus find ourselves, from the year 450 B.C. downwards, 
in presence of two important classes of men in Greece, unknown 
to Solon or even to Kleisthenes-the Rhetoricians, and the 
Dialecticians; for whom (as has been shown) the ground had 

1 Plato, Parmenid. pp. 135, 136. 
Parmenid~s speaks to Sokrat~s-Kal\~ p.~v o3v Kal 8ela, EO tu8t, ~ opp.fi, f}v 

CJpp.{js J1rl 'TOUS l\O')'OVS" ~l\KUUOV /l~ uav'TbV Kal -y/Jp.vauat p.al\AOV ata 'Ti)S 
ooKoVU'I/S lt.xpfirrTov elvat Kal Ka.l\oup.~V'I/S {mb T{i.v 1I"OAAWJI lt.lioheuxlas, ~ws l'n 
v€os el· El ll~ p.fi, u~ otacpev~e'Tat ~ lt.hfi8eta. T[s oilv o 'Tp01ros, cp&.vat ('Tbv 
"}iwKp&.'T'I/), if, napp.ev{ll.,, 'Ti)s ')'Vp.vaulas ; O~'Tos, .. ,..,, ('TbV napp.ev{ll.,v) 
<iv1r<p 1/Kouuas Zfivwvos • ••• Xp~ o~ Kal r&oe ln 1rpbs 'ToV'T<p UK07r<iv, p.~ 
p.&vov, ei lG'TtV E~ea.uTov, V7roTt61JLEVov, u~eo-rre"iv Ta ~vp.J3a.{
vovTa JK Tijs 07ro9luews-lt.l\l\a Kal, d p.fl ~U'Tt 'Tb aO'Tb 'TOV'TO, 
{, 7r 0 'Tl8 E (]' e at-el {3oVl\Et p.nAl\ov ')'Up.vau6ijvat. • • • • A')'VOOVUL rap ol 
.,-ol\hol lin ~vev 'TaV'T'I/S 'Ti)S /ita 1rtf.v'TWJI atE~Ooou Kal 7rAdV1/S, lt.Ovva'TOJI Jv'TV• 
xov'Ta. 'Trji lt.A1/9Ei VOVJI uxeiv. See also Plato's Kratylus, p. 428 E, about the 
necessity of the investigator looking both before and behind-tlp.a 1rptfuuw 
Kal 01r{UUW. 

See also the Parmenid~s, p. 130 E-in which Sokrat~s is warned 
respecting the lt.v8pw1rwv llo~as-against enslaving himself to the opinions 
of men : compare Platq, Sophist~s, p. 227 B, C. 
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been gradually prepared by the politics, the poetry, and the 
speculation, of the preceding period. 

Both these two novelties-like the poetry and other accom
plishments of this memorable race-grew up from rude indi
genous beginnings, under native stimulus unborrowed and 
unassisted from without. The rhetorical teaching was an 
attempt to assist and improve men in the power of continuous 
speech as addressed to assembled numbers, such as the public 
assembly or the dikastery; it was therefore a species of training 
sought for by men of active pursuits and ambitions, either that 
they might succeed in public life, or that they might maintain 
their rights and dignity if called before the court of justice. 
On the other hand, the dialectic business had no direct 
reference to public life, to the judicial pleading, or to any 
assembled large number. It was a dialogue carried on by two 
disputants, usually before a few hearers, to unravel some , 
obscurity, to reduce the respondent to silence and contradiction, 
to exercise both parties in mastery of the subject, or to sift 
the consequences of some problematical assumption. It was 
spontaneous conversation 1 systematised and turned into some 
predetermined channel ; furnishing a stimulus to thought, and 
a means of improvement not attainable in any other manner
furnishing to some also a source of profit or display. It 
opened a line of serious intellectual pursuit to men of a 
speculative or inquisitive turn, who were deficient in voice, in 
boldness, in continuous memory, for public speaking; or who 
desired to keep themselves apart from the political and judicial 
animosities of the moment. 

Although there were numerous Athenians, who combined, in 
various proportions, speculative with practical study, yet, gener
ally speaking, the two veins of intellectual movement-one 
t~vards active public business, the other towards enlarged 
opinions and greater command of speculative truth, with its 
evidences-continued simultaneous and separate. There sub
sisted between them a standing polemical controversy and a 
spirit of :qmtual detraction. - If Plato despised the sophists and 
the rhetors, Isokrates thinks himself not less entitled to dispar
age those who employed their time in debating upon the unity 
or plurality of virtue.2 Even among different teachers, in the 

1 See Aristotel. De Sophist. Elenchis, c. II, p. I 72, ed. Bekker ; and 
bis Topica, ix. 5, p. 154; where the different purposes of dialogue are 
enumerated and distinguished. 

2 See Isokrat~s, Orat. x. ; Helenre Encomium, s. 2-7 ; compare Orat. 
xv. De Permutatione, of the same author, s. go. 

I hold it for certain that the first of these passages is intended as a 
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same intellectual walk, also, there prevailed but too often an 
acrimonious feeling of personal rivalry, which laid· them all so 
much the more open to assault from the common enemy of all 
mental progress-a feeling of jealous ignorance, stationary or 
wistfully retrospective, of no mean force at Athens, as in every 
other society, and of course blended at Athens with the in
digenous democratical sentiment. This latter sentiment 1 of 
antipathy to new ideas, and new mental accomplishments, has 
been raised into factitious importance by the comic genius of 
Aristophanes,-whose point of view modern authors have too 
often accepted ; thus allowing some of the worst feelings of 
Grecian antiquity to influence their manner of conceiving the 
faGts. Moreover, they have rarely made any allowance for 
that force of literary and philosophical antipathy, which was no 
less real and constant at Athens than the political ; and which 
made the different literary classes or individuals perpetually 
unjust one towards another. 2 It was the blessing and the glory 
of Athens, that every man could speak out his sentiments and 
his criticisms with a freedom unparalleled in the ancient world, 
and hardly paralleled even in the modern, in which a vast body 
of dissent both is, and always has been, condemned to absolute 
silence. But this known latitude of censure ought to have 
imposed on modern authors a peremptory necessity of not 

criticism upon the Platonic dialogues (as in Or. v. ad Philip. s. 84), 
probably the second passage also. Isokrati!s, evidently a cautious and 
timid man, avoids mentioning the names of contemporaries, that he may 
provoke the less animosity. 

·1 Isokrati!s alludes much to this sentiment, and to the men who looked 
upon gymnastic training with greater favour than upon philosophy, in the 
Orat. xv. De Permutatione, s. 267 d seq. A large portion of this oration is 
in fact a reply to accusations, the same as those preferred against mental 
cultivation by the Ll(Kcuos Aoyos in the Nubes of Aristophani!s, 947 seg. 
-favourite topics in the mouths of the pugilists "with smashed ear~" 
(Plato, Gorgias, c. 7r, p. SIS E, To>V Ta ifrru. Kanu.y&Twv). 

2 There is but too much evidence of the abundance of such jealousies and 
antipathies during the times of Plato, Aristotle, and Isokrates: see Stahr's 
Aristotelia, ch. iii. vol. i. pp. 37, 68. 

Aristotle was extremely jealous of the success of Isokrates, arQI was him
self much assailed by pupils of the latter, Kephisod6rus and others-as 
well as by Dikrearchus, Eubulidi!s, and a numerous host of writers in 
the same tone-crTpu.Tov 8ll.ov To>V ~11'c8ep.evwri 'ApcCTToTell.ec : see the 
Fragments of Dikrearchus, vol. ii. p. 225, ed. Didot.-" De ingenio ejus 
(observes Cicero in reference to Epicurus, de Finibus, ii. 25, 8o) in his dis
putationibus, non de moribus, qureritur. Sit ista in Grrecorum levitate 
perversitas, qui maledictis insectantur eos, a quibus de veritate dissentiunt." 
This is a taint noway peculiar to Grecian philosophical controversy : but it 
has nowhere been more infectious than among the Greeks, and modern 
historians cannot be too much on their guard against it. 
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accepting implicitly the censure of any one, where the party 
inculpated has left no defence ; at the very least, of construing 
the censure strictly, and allowing for the point of view from 
which it proceeds. From inattention to this necessity, almost 
all the things and persons of Grecian history are presented to 
us on their bad side : the libels of Aristophanes, the sneers of 
Plato and Xenophon, even the interested generalities of a 
plaintiff or defendant before the Dikastery-are received with 
little cross-examination as authentic materials for history. 

If ever there was need to invoke this rare sentiment of 
candour, it is when we come to discuss the history of the 
persons called Sophists, who now for the first time appear as 
of note ; the practical teachers of Athens and of Greece, 
misconceived as well as misesteemed. 

The primitive education at Athens consisted of two branches ; 
gymnastics, for the body-music, for the mind. The word 
music is not to be judged according to the limited signification 
which it now bears. It comprehended from the beginning 
everything appertaining to the province of the .Nine Muses
not merely learning the use of the lyre, or how to bear part in 
a chorus, but also the hearing, learning, and repeating of 
poetical compositions, as well as the practice of exact and 
elegant pronunciation-which latter accomplishment in a 
language like the Greek, with long words, measured syllables, 
and great diversity of accentuation between one word and 
another, must have been far more difficult to acquire than it is 
in any modern European language. As the range of ideas 
enlarged, so the words music and musical teachers acquired an 
expanded meaning, so as to comprehend matter of instruction 
at once ampler and more diversified. During the middle of 
the fifth century B.C. at Athens, there came thus to be found, 
afnong the musical teachers, men of the most distinguished 
abilities and eminence; masters of all the learning and accom
plishments of the age, teaching what was known of astronomy, 
geography, and physics, and capable of holding dialeCtical dis
cussions with their pupils, upon all the various problems then 
afloat among intellectual men. Of this character were Lamprus, 
Agathokles, Pythokleides, Damon, &c. The two latter were 
instructors of Perikles ; and Damon was even rendered so 
unpopular at Athens, partly by his large and free speculations, 
partly through the political enemies of his great pupil, that he 
was ostracised, or at least sentenced to banishment.1 Such 

1 See Plato (Protagoras, c. 8, p. 316 D; Laches, c. 3, p. r8o D; Mene· 
xenus, c. 3, p. 236 A; Alkibiad. i. c. 14, p. I 18 C); Plutarch, Perikl&, c. 4-
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men were competent companions for Anaxagoras and Zeno, 
and employed in part on the same studies ; the field of 
acquired knowledge being not then large enough to be divided 
into separate, exclusive compartments. While Euripides fre
quented the company, and acquainted himself with the 
opinions of Anaxagoras--Ion of Chios (his rival as a tragic 
poet, as well as the friend of Kimon) bestowed so much 
thought upon physical subjects as then conceived, that he set 
up a theory of his own, propounding the doctrine of three 
elements in nature l-air, fire, and earth. 

Now such musical teachers as Damon and the others above 
mentioned, were Sophists, not merely in the natural and proper 
Greek sense of that word, but, to a certain extent, even in the 
special and restricted meaning which Plato afterwards thought 
proper to confer upon it.2 A Sophist, in the genuine sense of 
the word, was a wise man-a clever man-one who stood 
prominently before the public as distinguished for intellect or 
talent of some kind. Thus Solon and Pythagoras are both 
called Sophists ; Thamyras the skilful bard is called a Sophist : 3 

Sokrates is so denominated, not merely by Aristophanes, but 
·by LEschines : 4 Aristotle himself calls Aristippus, and Xenophon 

Perikl~s had gone through dialectic practice in his youth (Xenoph. 
Memor. i. 2, 46). 

1 Isokrates, Or. xv. De Permutat. s. 287. 
Compare Brandis, Gesch. der Gr. Rom. Philosophie, parti. s. 48, p. 196. 
2 Isokrates calls both Anaxagoras and Damon, Sophists (Or. xv. De Perm. 

s. 251), Plutarch, Perikles, c. 4· '0 a~ tirl.p.wv l!ot/CEV, ifKpos &v fTOt/JtO"T.f,s, 
/CCT:ra8{Jf<r8at f'~ll Els "TO ori7s f'OVCT<Kiis /ivop.a, brtKptnr"TOfLEIIOS wpos "TOVS 
woil.il.o/Js or~v 8Etii0T'I)Ta. 

So Protagoras too (in the speech put into his mouth by Plato, Protag. c. 
8, p. 316) says, very truly, that there had been Sophists from the earliest 
times of Greece. But he says also (what Plutarch says in the citation just 
above) that these earlier men refused intentionally and deliberately, to call 
themselves Sophists, for fear of the odium attached to the name ; and tAat 
he (Protagoras) was the first person to call himself openly a Sophist. 

The denomination by which a man is known, however seldom depends 
upon himself, but upon the general public, and upon his critics, friendly or 
hostile. The unfriendly spirit of Plato did much more to attach the title of 
Sophists specially to these teachers, than any assumption of their own. 

~ Herodot. i. 29 ; ii. 49 ; iv. 95· Diogenes of Apollonia, contemporary 
of Herodotus, called the Ionic philosophers or physiologists by the name 
Sophists: see Brandis, Geschich. der Gdech. Rom. Philosoph. c. LVII. note 
0. About Thamyras, see Welcker, Griech. Tragod. Sophokles, p. 421-

EtT" o.Ov uorfwrrl]~ tcu.AO. 1rtt.pa:rro.lwv xEAvv, &c. 
The comic p~et Kratinus called all the poets, including Homer and 

Hesiod, tTotp<tT-ral: see the Fragments of his drama 'Apxiil.oxo< in Meineke, 
Fragm. Comicor. Grrecor. vol. ii. p. 16. 

4 JEschines cont. Timarch. c. 34· JEschines calls Demosthenes also 
a Sophist, c. 27. 
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calls Antisthenes, both of them disciples of Sokrates, by 
that name : 1 Xenophon, 2 in describing a collection of in
structive books, calls them "the writings of the old poets and 
Sophists," meaning by the latter word prose writers generally: 
Plato is alluded to as a Sophist, even by Isokrates : s JEschines 
(the disciple of Sokrates, not the orator) was so denominated 
by his contemporary Lysias: 4 Isokrates himself was harshly 
criticised as a Sophist, and defends both himself. and his 
profession: lastly, Timon (the friend and admirer of Pyrrho, 
about 3oo-28o B.c.), who bitterly satirised all the philosophers, 
designated them all, including Plato and Aristotle, by the 
general name of Sophists.5 In this large and comprehensive 
sense the word was originally used, and always continued to be 
so understood among the general public. But along with this 
idea, the title Sophist also carried with it or connoted a certain 
invidious feeling. The natural temper of a people generally 
ignorant towards superior intellect-the same temper which led 
to those charges of magic so frequent in the Middle Ages
appears to be an union of admiration with something of an 
unfavourable sentiment 6-dislike, or apprehension, as the case 

We see plainly from the terms in Plato's Politicus, c. 38, p. 299 B
WTEwpoAO'Yov, aooAtO'X'J)V 'TIVC. O'O<j>IO''T~V-that both Sokrates and Plato 
himself were designated as Sophists by the Athenian public. 

1 Aristotel. Metaphysic. iii. 2, p. 996; Xenoph. Sympos. iv. r. 
Aristippus is said to have been the first of the disciples of Sokratl!s who 

took money for instruction (Diogen. Laert. ii. 65). 
2 Xenoph. Memor. iv. 2, r. -ypdp.p.et.'Tet. 1I'OAAC. uvvet;>.e-yp..ivov 11'0I1)'Twv 'Te 

Kal lJ'O~tf1TWv Tf:Jv €U0oKLfJ.CtYrdToov. • • • 
The word uo<j><<T'Twv is here used just in the same sense as "Tous 8'7)ua.vpots 

'TWV 71"dhet.l uo.pwv av'{ipwv, oh ~ICELVOI /Cet.'Tlh111'0V lv S•S;>.lots -yp&.'fa.VTH,, 
&c. (Memor. i. 6, 14). It is used in a different sense in another passage 
(i. I, II) to signifY teachers who gave instruction on physical and astrono. 
mica! subjects, which Sokratl!s and Xenophon both disapproved. 

~ Isokratl!s, Orat. v. ad Philipp. s. I4 : see Heindorfs note· on the 
Euthydemus of Plato, p. 305 C, s. 79· Isokratl!s is spoken of as a Sophist 
by Plutarch, Qurest. Sympos. i. I, I, p. 6I3. 

4 Athenreus, xii. p. 6I2 F.; Lysias, Fragm. 2, Bekk. 
~ Diogen. Laert. ix. 65. ~Ea11'<'TE vvv p.o<, 8uo1 1I'Ohv7rp&.-yp.ovls iu"Te 

uo.ptcr-ra.l (Diogen. Laert. viii. 74). 
Demetrius of Trrezen numbered Empedokll!s as a Sophist. Isokratl!s 

speaks of Empedokles, Ion, Alkmreon, Parmenides, Melissus, Gorgias, all 
as ol 11'et.ha.tol cro<j>tcr-ru.l-all as having taught different 7r<p<-r"To;>.o-yia.s about 
the elements of the physical world (Isok. de Permut. s. 288). 

6 Eurip. Med. 289-
Xpt, a· oV1ro8" OO"'Tt~ ltpTl~pwv rrbpviC" O.~p, 
lla.'icSa~ 'TI'EptuuWr; E.K.8t86.uKECT6cu. tT0~01)r;. 
Xwpls yO.p d.>..A1Jr;, ~r; Exova-w, O.pyla-;, 
4;106vov 1rpO~ ciun'Ov Mcj>&.vovuc. Svup.evij. 

The words 6 11'Ep<urrC,s cro4>&s seem to convey the same unfriendly 
sentiment as the word uo<j><crTf}s. 
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may be; unless where the latter element has become neutral
ised by habitual respect for an established profession or station. 
At any rate, the unfriendly sentiment is so often intended, that 
a substantive word in which it is implied without the necessity 
of any annexed predicate, is soon found convenient. Timon, 
who hated the philosophers, thus found the word Sophist 
exactly suitable, in sentiment as well as meaning, to his purpose 
in addressing them. 

Now when (in the period succeeding 450 B.c.) the rhetorical 
and musical teachers carne to stand before the public at Athens 
in such increased eminence, they of course, as well as other 
men intellectually celebrated, became designated by the appro
priate name of Sophists. But there was one characteristic 
peculiar to themselves whereby they drew upon themselves a 
double measure of that invidious sentiment which lay wrapped 
up in the name. They taught for pay: of course therefore the 
most eminent among them taught only the rich, and earned 
large sums : a fact naturally provocative of envy, to some 
extent, among the many who benefited nothing by them, but 
still more among the inferior members of their own profession. 

Even great minds, like Sokrates and Plato, though much 
superior to any such envy, cherished in that age a genuine and 
vehement repugnance against receiving pay for teaching. We 
read in Xenophon, 1 that Sokrates considered such a bargain as 

1 Xenoph. Memor. i. 2, 6. In another passage, the Sophist Antiphon 
(whether this is the celebrated Antiphon of the deme Rhamnus, is un
certain ; the commentators lean to the negative) is described as conversing 
with Sokrat@s, and saying that Sokrat@s of course must imagine his own 
conversation to be worth nothing, since he asked no price from his scholars. 
To which Sokrat@s replies-

7!l. 'Avncpwv, 1rap' -hp.'iv vop.l(E'Tat, 'TTl" II!pav t<al 'T~V crocplav ~p.olws p.€v 
KCJ.ll.ov, ~p.o[ws li€ alcrxplw ota'Ti8<cr8at Eivat. T~v 'TE "(d.p /IJpav, ~d.v p.ev 'TtS 
ltp"(vplov 'lrc.>ll.p 'To/ /3ovll.op.evq;, 1r6pvov a~'Thv &:rroKall.ovcrtJI' ~d.v aE 'Tts, &v <&v 
"fV<i' t<CJ.li.Ov 'TE t<lt"(a8hv ipacr'Tt)V 6v'Ta, 'TOV'TOII tf>[ll.ov ~av'T<j) 'lrOtij'Tat, crwcppova 
vop.l(op.EV. Ka.l 'Tt)v crocplav &>ua.O'Tc.>S 'TO Us p.h ltp"(vplov 'T<j) /3ovll.o· 
p.evq; 'lrwll.ovv'Tas, crocptcr'Td.s II!cr1rep 1r6pvovs &.7roKall.ovcrtv· licr'TtS 
15€ tJv &.v 'Y"'I' e~cpva 6v'Ta, litlidcrKc.>V li,'Tt &.v fxp lt"(a8hv cplll.ov 'lro«'i'Tat, 
'TOV'TOV vop.l(op.ev, &. 'T<j) t<all.ti' Klt"(a8<j) 'lroll.l'Tp 7rpocr~Ket, 'TO.v'Ta 'lrote'iv (Xenoph. 
1\femor. i. 6, 13). 

As an evidence of the manners and sentiment of the age, this passage is 
extremely remarkable. Various parts of the oration of iEschin@s against 
Timarchus, and the Symposion of Plato (pp. 217, 218), both receive and 
give light to it. 

Among the numerous passages in which Plato expresses his dislike and 
contempt of teaching for money, see his Sophistes, c. 9.. p. 223. Plato 
indeed thought that it was unworthy of a virtuous man to accept salary for 
the discharge of any public duty: see the Republic, i. 19, p. 347. The 
comic writer Ephippus, however (see Athemeus xi. 509 ; Meineke, Fr. 
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nothing less than servitude, robbing the teacher of all free 
choice as to persons or proceeding ; and that he assimilated 
the relation between teacher and pupil to that between two 
lovers or two intimate friends, which was thoroughly dis
honoured, robbed of its charm and reciprocity, and prevented 
from bringing about its legitimate reward of attachment and 
devotion, by the intervention of money payment. However 
little in harmony with modern ideas,1 such was the conscien
tious sentiment of Sokrates and Plato; who therefore considered 
the name Sophist, denoting intellectual celebrity combined with 
an odious association, as pre-eminently suitable to the leading 
teachers for pay. The splendid genius, the lasting influence, 
and the reiterated polemics, of Plato, have stamped it upon the 
men against whom he wrote as if it were their recognised, 
legitimate, and peculiar designation : though it is certain, that 
if, in the middle of the Peloponnesian war, any Athenian had 
been asked,-" Who are the principal Sophists in your city?" 
-he would have named Sokrates among the first ; for Sokrates 
was at once eminent as an intellectual teacher, and personally 
unpopular-not because he received pay, but on other grounds 
which will be hereafter noticed: and this was the precise 
combination of qualh~-:s which the general public naturally 
expressed by a Sophist. Moreover, Plato not only stole the 
name out of general circulation in order to fasten it specially 
upon his opponents the paid teachers, but also connected with 
it express discreditable attributes, which formed no part of its 
primitive and recognised meaning, and were altogether distinct 
from, though grafted upon, the vague sentiment of dislike 
associated with it. Aristotle, following the example of his 

Com. Gr. iii. p. 332), taunts the disciples of Plato and pupils of the 
Academy as receivers of pay for teaching; making evidently no distinction 
between them and Thrasymachus on this point. Athenreus construes the 
taunt as including Plato himself; which goes beyond the strict meaning of 
the words. 

1 Ovid, dwelling upon the same general analogy of the relations between 
lovers (Amores, i. 10, 38), insists on the baseness of accepting money as a 
reward for pleading in behalf of persons accused before justice. "Turpe 
reos empt!l miseros defendere lingu!l."-That it was dishonourable to 
receive pay for judicial pleading, was the general idea and dominant 
sentiment of the Romans, in the time of the Republic, and in the early 

. period of the Empire. The Lex Cincia (passed about 200 B.C.) prohibited 
such receipt altogether. In practice, as we might expect, the prohibition 

· came to be more and more evaded, though it seems to have been at times 
formally renewed. But the sentiment, in honourable Romans, continued 
unaltered certainly down to the days of Tacitus. See Tacit. Ann. xi. 5-7 ; 
Livy, xxxiv. 4· A limited maximum of fee was first permitted under 
Claudius. See Walter, Rom. Recht. s. 75!. 
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master, gave to the word Sophist a definition substantially the 
same as that which it bears in the modern languages 1-" an 
impostrous pretender to knowledge, a man who employs what 
he knows to be a fallacy, for the purpose of deceit and of 
getting money." And he did this at a time when he himself, 
with his estimable contemporary Isokrates, were considered at 
Athens to come under the designation of Sophists, and were 
called so by every one who disliked either their profession or 
their persons.2 

Great thinkers and writers, like Plato and Aristotle, have 
full right to define and employ words in a sense of their own, 
provided they give due notice. But it is essential that the 
reader should keep in mind the consequences of such change, 
and not mistake a word used in a new sense for a new fact or 
phrenomenon. The age with which we are now dealing (the 
last half of the fifth century B.c.) is commonly distinguished in 
the history of philosophy as the age of Sokrates and the 
Sophists. The Sophists are spoken of as a new class of men, 
or sometimes in language which implies a new doctrinal sect or 
school, as if they then sprang up in Greece for the first time
ostentatious impostors, flattering and duping the rich youth 
for their own personal gain, undermining the morality of 
Athens public and private, and encouraging their pupils to the 
unscrupulous prosecution of ambition and cupidity. They are 
even affirmed to have succeeded in corrupting the general 
morality, so that Athens had become miserably degenerated 
and vicious in the latter years of the Peloponnesian war, as 
compared with what she was in the time of Miltiades and 
Aristeides. Sokrates, on the contrary, is usually described as 

1 Aristot. Rhetoric. i. I, 4-where he explains the Sophist to be a 
person who has the same powers as the Dialectician, but· abuses them for 
a bad purpose-~ -y?.p crocptCTTtt<-f), obt< ~~~ TV ovvcl.p.et, &71.71.' ~~~ "Tj} 1rpoa.<pt8"e1. 
• . • • 'Et<e£ ot, crocptCT"T~S p.tv, t<a.T?J. "T~ll 11"poa.£pecrw, llta.l\.Et<"TLICOS at, ob t<C1.'T& i 

.,.;)11 1rpoa.lpecrw, &71.71.4 ICC1.T4 .,.~, ovva.p.w. Again in the first chapter of the ' 
treatise de Sophisticis Elenchis-<1 crocptcr"T-f)s, XP"Y/P.CJ.TLCT"T~S &1ro cpa.wop.tv"Y/S 
aocpla.s, &AA' ofnc ot$u71s, &c. 

2 Respecting Isokrates, see his Orat. xv. De Permutatione, wherein it is 1 
evident that he was not only ranked as a Sophist by others, but also 
considered himself as such, though the appellation was one which he did 
not like. He considers himself as such, as well as Gorgias-ol t<a.ll.ovp.evo< 
<rocptcr"Ta.l-sect. r66, 169, 213, 231. 

Respecting Aristotle, we have only to read (not merely the passage of 
Timon cited in a previous note, but also) the bitter slander of Timreus 
(Frag. 70, ed. Didot, Polybius, xii. 8}, who called him crocptcr"Tt,v ol/l•
p.a.81j Kal p.<CT"Y/"TOV f..1rcl.pxov"Ta, t<al TO 1roll.v"Tlp."Y/TOV laTpeiov &p.,.lws 
&,.ot<et<ll.ett<<ha:, 1rpos ll€ "TOVTots, els 1racrav abll.~v t<a.l """'~"~" ip.1r<11""Y/O"Y/K6Ta· 
1rpos oo, -yacrTplp.apiov, l>Jj;a.p-rv-r-f)v, i'll"l crT6p.a cpep&p.evov ~~~ 1racrt. 
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a holy man combating and exposing these false prophets
standing up as the champion of morality against their insidious 
artifices. 1 Now though the appearance of a man so very 
original as Sokratt!s was a new fact, of unspeakable importance 
-the appearance of the Sophists was no new fact : what was 
new was the peculiar use of an old word; which Plato took 
out of its usual meaning, and fastened . upon the eminent paid 
teachers of the Sokratic age. · 

The paid teachers, with whom, under the name of The 
Sophists, he brings Sokrates into controversy, were Protagoras 
of Abdera, Gorgias of Leontini, Polus of Agrigentum, Hippias 
of Elis, Prodikus of Keos, Thrasymachus of Chalkedon, 
Euthydemus and Dionysodorus of Chios: to whom Xenophon 
adds Antiphon of Athens. These men-whom modern writers 
set down as The Sophists, and denounce as the moral pesti
lence, of their age-were not distinguished in any marked or 
generic way from their predecessors. Their vocation was to 
train up youth for the duties, the pursuits, and the successes, 
of active life, both private and public. Others had done this 
before ; but these teachers brought to the task a larger range 
of knowledge, with a greater multiplicity of scientific and other 
topics-not only more impressive powers of composition and 
speech, serving as a personal example to the pupil, but also a 
comprehension of the elements of good speaking, so as to be 
able to give him precepts conducive to that accomplishment 2-

a considerable treasure of accumulated thought on moral and 
political subjects, calculated to make their conversation very 
instructive-and discourse ready prepared, on general heads or 
common places, for theit pupils to learn by heart. s But this, 
though a very important extension, was nothing more than an 
extension, differing merely in degree-of that which Damon 
arfd others had done before them. It arose from the increased 
demand which had grown up among the Athenian youth, for a 
larger measure of education and other accomplishments; from 
an elevation in the standard of what was required from every 
man who aspired to occupy a place in the eyes of his fellow
citizens. Protagoras, Gorgias, and the rest, supplied this 

1 In the general point of view here described, the Sophists are presented 
by Ritter, Geschichte der Griech. Philosophie, vol. i. book vi. chap. 1-3, 
p. 577 seq., 629 seq. ; by Brandis, Gesch. der Gr. Ri:im. Philos. sect. 
lxxxiv.-lxxxvii. vol. i. p. 516 seq. ; by Zeller, Geschichte der Philosoph. 
ii. pp. 65, 6g, 165, &c. ; and indeed by almost all who treat of the 

·Sophists. 
I i! Compare Isokrat~s, Orat. xiii. cont. Sophistas, s. 19--21. 

s Aristot. Sophist. Elench. c. 33; Cicero, Brut. c. 12. 
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demand with an ability and success unknown before tQ.eir time : 
hence they gained a distinction such as n9ne of their pre
decessors had attained, were prized all over Greece, travelled 
from city to city with general admiration, and obtained con
siderable pay. While such success, among men personally 
strangers to them, attests unequivocally their talent and personal 
dignity; of course it also laid them open to increased jealousy, 
as well from inferior teachers, as from the lovers of ignorance 
generally; such jealousy manifesting itself (as I have before 
explained) by a greater readiness to stamp them with the 
obnoxious title of Sophists. 

The hostility of Plato against these teachers (for it is he, and 
not Sokrates, who was peculiarly hostile to them, as may be 
seen by the absence of any such marked antithesis in the 
Memorabilia of Xenophon) may be explained without at all 
supposing in them that corruption which modem writers have 
bee!} so ready not only to admit but to magnify. It arose from 
the radical difference between his point of view and theirs. He 
was a great reformer and theorist : they undertook to qualify 
young men for doing themselves credit, and rendering service 
to others, in active Athenian life. Not only is there room for 
the concurrent operation of both these veins of thought and 
action, in every progressive society, but the intellectual outfit 
of the society can never be complete without the one as well 
as the other. It was the glory of Athens that both were there 
adequately represented, at the period which we have now 
reached. Whoever peruses Plato's immortal work-" The 
Republic "-will see that he dissented from society, both 
democratical and oligarchical, on some of the most funda
mental points of public and private morality; and throughout 
most of his dialogues his quarrel is not less with the statesmen, 
past as well as present, than with the paid teachers, of AtheRs. 
Besides this ardent desire for radical reform of the state, on 
principles of his own, distinct from every recognised political 
party or creed-Plato was also unrivalled as a speculative 
genius and as a dialectician; both which capacities he put 
forth, to amplify and illustrate the ethical theory and method 
first struck out by Sokrates, as well as to establish compre-
hensive generalities of his own. , . 

Now his reforming, as well as his theorising tendencies, 
brought him into polemical controversy with all the leading 
agents by whom the business of practical life at Athens was 
carried on. In so far as Protagoras or Gorgias talked the 
language of theory, they were doubtless much inferior to Plato, 1 
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nor would their doc crines be likely to hold against his acute 
dialectics. But it ' as neither their duty, nor their engagement, 
to reform the state, or discover and vindicate the best theory 
on ethics. They p ofessed to qualify young Athenians for an 
active and honoura >le life, private as well as public, in Athens 
(or in any other jven city); they taught them "to think, 
speak, and act," it Athens/ they of course accepted, as the 
basis of their teacl ing, that type of character which estimable 
men exhibited an( which the public approved, in Athens-not 
unqertaking to re< 1st the type, but to arm it with new capacities 
and adorn it with fresh accomplishments. Their direct busi · 
ness was with ethi :al precept, not with ethical theory : all that 
v,·as required ofthe.n as to the latter, was, that their theory should 
be sufficiently sound to lead to such practical precepts as were 
accounted virtuous by the most estimable society in Athens. 
It ought never to be forgotten, that those who taught for active 
life were bound by the very conditions of their profession to 
adapt themselves to the place and the society as it stood. With 
the Theorist Plato, not only there was no such obligation, but 
the grandeur and instructiveness of his speculations were 
realised only by his departing from it, and placing himself on 
a loftier pinnacle of vision ; while he himself 1 not only admits, 
but even exaggerates, the unfitness and repugnance, of men 
taught in his school, for practical life and duties.2 

1 See a striking passage in Plato, Theretet. c. 24, pp. 173, 174. 
2 Professor Maurice, in his History of Moral and Metaphysical Philo

sophy (vi. z, I, 6), remarks as follows: "We at once accept Mr. Grote's 
definition of the Sophist as the Platonical and the true one. He was the 
professor of wisdom: he taught men how to think, speak, and act. We 
wish for no other and no worse account of him. If modern authors have 
thrown any darker shades into their picture, we believe they have done 
him a benefit instead of an injury. Their clumsy exaggeration hides the 
es!ential uglz"ness which Mr. Grote's flattering sketch brings out in full 
relief." 

The essential uglinus here noticed, is described by Professor Maurice as 
consisting in the fact, that-" Each held out the acquisition of political 
fJ/JUJer as a prize to be obtained. There was their common point of agree
ment : possibly there was no other. The young Athenians wanted to 
know how to think, act, and speak on all subjects, that they might guide 
the people according to their pleasure. For this purpose they sought the 
aid of a sophist or professor." (s. g, p. 108.) "By the necessity of his 
calling, the Sophist who taught to think, to act, and to speak, would 
come to regard the last part of his profession as that which included both 
the others. He would become a rhetorician and a teacher of rhetoric. If 
his object was to influence the mind of a mob, he was at least in con
siderable danger of leading his pupils to give the word sopkistry that force 
with which we are most familiar" (p. rog). 

What Professor Maurice calls the "essential ugliness," resides {according 
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To understand the essential difference between the practical 

and the theoretical point of view, we need only look to 
to his own showing), not in the Sophists, but in the young Athenians 
whoin the Sophists taught. These young men wanted political power. 
To gratify ambition was their end and aim. But this was an end which 
the Sophists did not implant. They found it pre-existing, learnt from 
other quarters; and they had to deal with it as a fact. Let us read what 
Xenophon says about Proxenus and "Gorgias. "Proxenus the Bceotian, 
even in his early youth, desired to become a man comp~tent to achieve 
great deeds; and through this desire he gave mone)f'to Gorgias the 
Leontine. Having frequented his society, Proxenus conceived himself to 
have thus become fit for command, for alliance with the first men of his 
time, and for requiting to them all the good service which they might 
render to him" (Ilp&~evos lie o Bou-6-rtos ebe&s p.ev p.etpcl.t<<ov &v bre6op.Et -r•· 
verr8at aVfJP Ta p.e-ydJ,a 1Tpcl-r-retV [KaV6s· Kal IJta TaOT'YJV TijV ~1Tt!Jup.{av llioucev 
ap-yoptov rop-yl<f Trf Aeov-rlV'f'o 'E,.el lie rruve-yeve-ro ~l<elV'f', It<avbs ~li1] vop.lrras 
EtVat Kal /lpxew, t<al <J>(AOS &v TOtS 1rpr!JTotS, p.ij ~TTiir;IJat evep-ye-rwv), &c. 
(Ana bas. ii. 6, r6.) So again in the Protagoras of Plato, Sokrates introduces 
Hippokrates to Protagoras with these words-" This Hippokrates is a 
youth of one of our great and wealthy Athenian families, and is not inferior 
in talents to any of his contemporaries. He desires to become renowned 
in the city ( ~A.A.6-ytp.os -yev.frr!Jat ~v -rp 1niA.et) and he thinks he shall be mo~· 
likely to attain this object through your society." (Plato, Protag. c. rs 
p. r63 A.) 

Here we see that the end and aim was not one inspired by the Sophi~ 
to his pupils, but set by the pupils to themselves; just like the ends c 
Alkibiades and Kritias, when they sought the society of Sokrates. And i 
is the end which Professor Maurice conceives as the great vice an 
generating cause of evil. 

For the means, however, though not for the end, the Sophist is fair! 
responsible. What were the means which he communicated? The powe 
of persuasion, with its appropriate stock of knowledge, memorial aptitude 
and command of words, subject to the control of free public discussion a 
counter-persuasion from others. To call this acquisition an evil, can onl 
pass current under that untenable assumption which represents speech as 
mere organisation for deceit ; against which I need not add anything t, 
the protest of Aristotle and Quintilian. 

That speech may be used for good or for evil, is indisputable: speech i1 
all its forms, not less the colloquy of Sokrates than the oratory• c 
Demosthenes ; speech not less in the mouth of a rude Spartan (who wa 
as great a deceiver as any man in Greece) than in that of an accomplishe' 
Athenian ; nay, not merely speech, but writing, which is only anothe 
mode of reaching the public feeling and conviction. The ambitious rna 
may and will misemploy all these weapons to his own purposes. Ther 
is but one way to lessen the proportion of evil belonging to them. It i 
to ensure free scope to those who would persuade for better purposes ; t 
multiply the number of competent speakers, with the opportunities c 
discussion ; and thus to create a public of competent hearers and judge~ 
Nowhere was so near an approach made to this object as at Athens, nc 
were there any persons who contributed more directly towards it than th 
Sophists. For not only they increased the number of speakers capable c 
enlisting the attention of the public, and thus of making discussion agre( 
able to the hearers ; but even as to the use of oratorical fallacies, the 
numerous pupils served as checks upon each other. If they taught on 
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isokrates, the pupil of Gorgias, and himself a Sophist. 
l'hough not a man of commanding abilities, Isokrates was one 
:mbitious man to deceive, they also taught another how to expose his 
eceit, a 1d a third how to approach the subject on a different side, so as to 
ivert attention, and prevent the exclusive predominance of any one 
11lacy. 

It will probably be argued by Professor Maurice that the personal con
,:ntions of ambitious political rivals are a miserable apparatus for the 
unduct of society. Granting this to be true, it is still a prodigious 
:r1]Jrovement (for which we are indebted altogether to Greece, and chiefly 
'' Athens, with the Sophists as auxiliaries) to have brought these 
mbitious rivals to contend with the tongue only, and not with the sword. 
>ut if the remark be true at all, it is not less applicable to English than to 
>thcnian politics ; to every country where any free scope is left for human 
nt:rgy. · By what else has England been governed for the last century and 
'1alf, except by these struggles of rival parties and ambitious politicians? 

f Plato disparaged the debates in the Athenian assembly and dikastery, 
.ould he have felt any greater esteem for those in the Houses of Lords and 
:"mmons? If he thought himself entitled to despise the whole class of 
•then:an statesmen, ThemistokH~s and Perikles among them, as " mere 
crvants of the city (litcuc6vous -rfis 11'6ll.•ws-P1ato, Gorgias, c. 154, p. 152 A, 
55 A), supplying Athens with docks, harbours, walls, and such like 
.•!lies, but making no provision for the moral improvement of the citizens"
:· m:d his judgement have been more favourable on Walpole and Pulteney 
· Pitt and Fox-Peel and Russell-the "Times" and the " Chronicle"? 

Wben we try Athens by the ideal standard of Sokrates and Plato, we 
t'ght in fairness to apply the same criticism to other societies also, which 
, U be founJ just as little competent to stand the scrutiny. And those 
•rlO, !i:'e Professor Maurice, assume that intellectual and persuasive power 
1 the hands of an ambitious man is an instrument of evil-which is implied 
1 the assertion that the Sophist, to whom he owes the improvement of 
rrch power, is a teacher of evil-will find that they are passing sentence 
r·•.m the leading men in the English Houses of Lords and Commons, 
ct le>S than upon the prominent politicians of Athens. In both the 
'<:soential ugliness" is found-if that be the name which it deserves-of 
ualifying themselves to think, speak, and act, in order that they may 
ain or keep "political power as the prize," and may "guide the people 
ccording to their pleasure." 
It will probably be said that this is not absolutely true of all English 

ditici:·ns, but only of some; that others among them, more or fewer, have 
tvoted their knowledge and eloquence to persuading for public-minded 
urposes, and with beneficial results. Such reserves, if made for England, 
u•:••t tube made for Athens also ; which is quite enough as a reply to the 
'"'ure pronounced by Professor Maurice against the Sophist. The Sophist 
npocrted intellectual and persuasive force to the high-minded politicians, as 
·dl as to the ambitious. To those pupils who combined in different propor
.t,ns the one and the other class of motives (as must have happened very 
·tquemly), his teaching tended to foster the better rather than the worse. 
·;, e very topics upon which he talked ensured such a tendency : the 
1aterials, out of which persuasion is to be manufactured, must be, for the 
l<st part, of a public-minded, lofty, and beneficent bearing-though an 
rr,hitious talker may choose to misemploy them for his own personal power
!~king. 
A, to the influence of ambitious motives in politicians, when subject to 
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of the most estimable men of Grecian antiquity. He taugl 
for money, and taught young men to " think, speak, and act 
all with a view to an honourable life of active citizenship ; n 
concealing his marked disparagement 1 of speculative study an 

the necessity of persuasion and to the control of free discussion-though 
do not concur in the sweeping censure of Professor Maurice, I admit that 
is partly evil as well as good, and that it rarely leads to great or materi; 
improvement, beyond the actual state of society which the ambitious rna 
finds. But the Sophist does not represent ambition. He represent 
intellectual and persuasive force, reflecting and methodised so as to operate, 
upon the minds of free hearers, yet under perfect liberty of opposition :' 
persuasion against the ambitious man, as well as by him or for him. It is 
this which I am here upholding against Professor Maurice, as not only no 
evil, but (in my judgement) one of the grand sources of good in Athens, and 
essential to human improvement everywhere else. There are only two 
modes of governing society, either by persuasion or by coercion. Discredi• 
the arguments of the Sophist as much as you can by others of an opposit ~ 
tendency: but when you discredit his weapon of intellectual and persuasiv, J 
force, as if it were nothing better than cheat and imposture, manufacture~ 
and sold for the use of ambitious men-you leave open no other ascendenc( 
over men's minds, except the crushing engine of extraneous coercion wit 
assumed infallibility. 

1 Isokratl's, Orat. v. (ad Philip.) s. 14; Orat. x. (Enc. Hel.) s. 2; Ora•! 
xiii. adv. Soph_i_st. s. 9 (compare Heindorf's note ad Platon. Euthydem; 
s. 79); Orat. xu. (Panath.) s. 126; Orat. xv. (Perm.) s. 90. \ 

Isokratl's, in the beginning of his Orat. x. Encom. Helenle, censures a.( 
the speculative teachers-first Antisthenl's and Plato (without naming them' 
but identifying them sufficiently by their doctrines), next Protagoras, Gor i 
gias, Melissus, Zeno, &c., by name, as having wasted their time and teach·· 
ing on fruitless paradox and controversy. He insists upon the necessity of 
teaching with a view to political life and to the course of actual public events 
-abandoning these useless studies (s. 6). 

It is remarkable that what Isokratl's recommends is just what Protagoras 
and Gorgias are represented as actually doing (each doubtless in his own 
way) in the dialogues of Plato ; who censures them for being too practical, 
while Isokrates, commenting on them from various publications which the· ; 
left, treats them only as teachers of useless speculations. 

In the Oration De Permutatione, composed when he was eighty-two ,.ea 
of age (s. 10-the orations above cited are earlier compositions, especial 
Orat. xiii. against the Sophists, see s. 2o6), Isokratl's stands upon tl 
defensive, and vindicates his profession against manifold aspersions. It is 
most interesting oration, as a defence of the educators of Athens generally 
and would serve perfectly well as a vindication of the teaching of Protagoras 
Gorgias, Hippias, &c., against the reproaches of Plato. 

This oration should be read, if only to get at the genuine Athenian sens 
of the word Sophists, as distinguished from the technical sense which Plat 
and Aristotle fasten upon it. The word is here used in its largest sense, a 
distinguished from lotcfTa<S (s. 159): it meant literary men or philosopher 
generally, but especially the professional teachers : it carried however aJ 

obnoxious sense, and was therefore used as little as possible by themselve 
-as much as possible by those who disliked them. 

Isokrates, though he does not willingly call himself by this unpleasan, 
name, yet is obliged to acknowledge himself unreservedly as one of th 
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:!bate, such as the dialogues of Plato and the dialectic 
cercises generally. He defends his profession much in the 
.me way as his master Gorgias, or Protagoras, would have 
':fended it, if we had before us vindications from their pens. 
;okrates at Athens, and Quintilian, a man equally estimable 
: Rome, are in their general type of character and professional 
llty, the fair counterpart of those whom Plato arraigns as The 
)phists. 
We know these latter chiefly from the evidence of Plato, 

teir pronounced enemy : yet even his evidence, when con
rued candidly and taken as a whole, will not be found to 
tstify the charges of corrupt and immoral teaching, impostrous 
retence of knowledge, &c., which the modern historians pour 
lrth in loud chorus against them. I know few characters in 
istory who have been so hardly dealt with as these so-called 
ophists. They bear the penalty of their name, in its modern 
!nse; a misleading association, from which few modem 
riters take pains to emancipate either themselves or their 
!aders-though the English or French word Sophist is 
bsolutely inapplicable to Protagoras or Gorgias, who ought 
) be called rather " Professors or Public Teachers." It is 
!ally surprising to examine the expositions prefixed, by learned 
1en like Stallbaum and others, to the Platonic dialogues 
ntitled Protagoras, Gorgias, Euthydemus, Thecetetus, &c., 

rofession, in the same category as Gorgias (s. 165, 179, 211, 213, 231, 256), 
1d defends the general body as well as himself; distinguishing himself of 
mrse from the bad members of the profession-those who pretended to be 
0phists, but devoted themselves to something different in reality (s. 230), 
This professional teaching, and the teachers, are signified indiscriminate! y 

y these words-ol croqHcrTal-o/1repl TfJV ¢til.ocro.plav 1itaTpl{3ovTEs---dw tptil.o
"'Piav alill<wS Ota{3ef3!1.1/pivrw (s. 44, 157, 159, 179. 211, 217, 219)4 TWV 
O[WV 7ratoela-7} TWV ii.O'YWV JLEii.ITTI-'h <P<il.ocrocpla-fJ T1)s ¢pov1,crews lilfi<'T/!TtS 
-,i)s iJL'ijS, E!TE {3oVI\ecr8e !<aii.EtV OVVdJLEWS, E!TE </>tii.O!TOtp[as, EfTE 5taTpt{31js 
. 53, 187, 189, 193, 196). All these expressions mean the same process 
r training-that is, general mental training as opposed to bodily (s. 194, 
~9), and intended to cultivate the powers of thought, speech, and action 
--.rpos TO ii.I'Yetv 1<al tppoveiv-'Tov cppove'iv eli 1<al ii.I'YetV-TO ii.I'Yetv 1<al1rpdTT<tV 
:, 221, 261, 285, 296, 330). So again in the Busiris, lsokrat@s represents 
olykrat@s as a crocptcrT1)s, making an income by cptil.ouo.pla or by 7} wepl TOVs 
6'Yovs 1raio<ucrts, sect, I, 2, 44, 45, so, 51. 
Isokrates does not admit any such distinction between the philosopher and 

:alectician on the one side-and the Sophist on the other-as Prato and 
ristotle contend for. He does not like dialectical exercises, yet he admits 
1em to be useful for youth, as a part of intellectual training, on condition 
',at all such speculations shall be dropped, when the youth come into active 
fe Is. z8o, 287). 
This is the same language as that of Kallikl@s in the Gorgias of Plato, 
40, p. 484. 
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where Plato introduces Sokrates either in personal controversj 
with one or other of these Sophists, or as canvassing thei 
opinions. We continually read from the pen of the expositc 
such remarks as these-" Mark how Plato puts down th 
shallow and worthless Sophist"-the obvi.ous reflection, that~ 
is Plato himself who plays both games on the chess-boar 
being altogether overlooked. And again-" This or th~ 
argument, placed in the mouth of Sokrates, is not to be rt 
garded as the real opinion of Plato : he only takes it up an( 
enforces it at this moment, in order to puzzle and humiliat 
an ostentatious pretender " 1-a remark which converts Pia ) 
into an insincere disputant and a Sophist in the modern sens•' 
at the very moment when the commentator is extolling hi. 
pure and lofty morality as an antidote against the al!egec 
corruption of Gorgias and Protagoras. 

Plato has devoted a long and interesting dialogue to th 
inquiry, What is a Sophist? 2 and it is curious to observe th<l 
the definition which he at last brings out suits Sokrates hir I 
self, intellectually speaking, better than any one else whom ' I 
know. Cicero defines the Sophist to be one who pursm 

1 Stallbaum, Proleg. ad Platon. Protagor. p. 23. "Hoc vero ejus judicii 
ita utitur Socrates, ut eum dehinc dialectidl. subtilitate~n summam consi\

1 
inopiam conjiciat. Colligit enim inde sat£s capt£ose rebus ita comparatis jm 
titiam, quippe qure a sanctitate diversa sit, plane nihilsanctitatis habituran: 
ac vicissim sanctitati nihil fore commune cum justita. Respondet quide·: 
ad hrec Protagoras, justitiam ac sanctitatem non per omnia sibi similes esst! 
nee tamen etiam prorsus dissimiles videri. Sed etsi ver£ss£ma est htec e.fz: 
sent entia, tam en comparatione ill a a partibus faciei repetita, £n .fraudem i~ 
ductus, et quid sit, in quo omnis virtu tis natura contineatur, ignarus, sese e: 
his difficultatibus ad eo non potest expedire," &c. 

Again, p. 24. " Itaque Socrates, missa hujus rei disputatione, repent 
ad aHa progreditur, scilicet similibus laq.ueis hominem deinceps denuo i1·retz 
turus." • •.. "Nemini facile obscurum erit, hoc quoque loco, Protagorar 
m-gtttis conclusiunculis deludi atque callz'de eo permoveri,'' &c ..... p:o 2 
"Quam quam nemo erit, quin videat callide de!udi Protagoram,'' &c. . . 
p. 34· " Quod si autem ea, qure in Protagora Sophista; ridendi causd 
vulgi atque sophistarnm ratione disputantur, in Gorgia ex ipsius philosopl 
mente et sententia vel brevi us proponuntur vel copiosius disputantur," &c. 

Compare similar observations of Stallbaum, in his Prolegom. ad Theretel 
pp. 12, 22; ad Menon. p. r6 ; ad Euthydemum, pp. 26, 30; ad Lacheterr 
p. II ; ad Lysidem, pp. 79, So, 87; ad Hippiam Major. p. 154-156. 

"Facile apparet Socratem argutd, qure verba cpo.lverr6o.< inest, dilo.,,.Z 
interlocutorem (Hippiam Sophistam) in .fraudem inducere." ..•• "Illu 
quidem pro certo et explorato habemus, non serio sed r£dendi vexandiq~ 
Sophista; grat£1 gravissimam il!am sententiam £n dubitationem vocan 
ideoque iis conclusiunculis labefactari, quas quilibet paulo attentior facil 
intelligat non ad fidem faciendam, sed ad Iusum jocumque, esse corn 
paratas." 

2 Plato, Sophistes, c. 52, p. 268. 
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}lhilosophy for the sake of ostentation or of gain ; 1 which, if it 
<_:s to be held as a reproach, will certainly bear hard upon the 

"' ·.reat body of modern teachers, who are determined to em
~ ;race their profession and to discharge its important duties, 
c :ke other professional men, by the prospect either of deriving 
f:.n income or of making a figure in it, or both-whether they 
, tave any peculiar relish for the occupation or not. But 
; · .10dern writers, in describing Protagoras or Gorgias, while 

hey adopt the sneering language of l'lato against teaching for 
t >ay, low purposes, tricks to get money from the rich, &c.-use 
' :rms which lead the reader to believe that there was some
- ,1ing in these Sophists peculiarly greedy, exorbitant, and 

'- .ruckling ; something beyond the mere fact of asking and 
receiving remuneration. Now not only there is no proof that 
any of them (speaking of those conspicuous in the profession} 
vere thus dishonest or exorbitant, but in the case of Protagoras, 

:Nen his enemy Plato furnishes a proof that he was not so. 
' ·n the Platonic dialogue termed Protagoras, that Sophist is 
, ttroduced as describing the manner in which he proceeded 
1especting remuneration from his pupils. "I make no stipula

- ion beforehand: when a pupil parts from me, I ask from 
1im such a sum as I think the time and the circumstances 

•Narrant; and I add, that if he deems the demand too great, he 
-tas only to make up his own mind what is the amount of improve-
nent which my company has procured to him, and what sum 

r 1e considers an equivalent for it. I am content to accept the 
.urn so named by himself, only requiring him to go into a 
temple and make oath that it is his sincere belief." 2 It is not 

1 Cicero, Academ. iv. 23. Xenophon, at the close of his treatise De 
Venatione (c. 13), introduces a sharp censure upon the Sophists, with very 

0 
ittle that is specific or distinct. He accuses them of teaching command 
ndo artifice of words, instead of communicating useful maxims-of speaking 

o •r purposes of deceit, or for their own profit, and addressing themselves to 
; ch pupils for pay-while the philosopher gives his lessons to every one 
;ratuitous\y, without distinction of persons. This is the same distinction as 
hat taken by Sokrates and Plato, between the Sophist and the Philosopher ~ 
·ompare Xenoph. de Vectigal. v. 4-

, 2 Plato, Protagoras, c. 16, p. 328 B. Diogenes Laertius (ix. 58) says that 
0 'rotagoras demanded 100 mime as pay: little stress is to be laid upon such 

statement, nor is it possible that Jle could have had one fixed rate of pay. 
,;he story told by Aulus Gellius (v. 10) about the suit at law between Prota
. :oras and his disciple Euathlus, is at least amusing and ingenious. Compare 
he story of the rhetor Skopelianus, in Philostratus, Vit. Sophist. i. 21, 4· 

Isokrates (Or. xv. de Perm. s. r66) affirms that the gains made by Gorgias 
>r by any of the eminent Sophists had never been very high ; that they had 
'een greatly and maliciously exaggerated ; that they were very inferior to 
hose of the great dramatic actors (s. 168). 
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easy to imagine a more dignified way of dealing than this, no1 
one which more thoroughly attests an honourable reliance on 
the internal consciousness of the scholar ; on the grateful 
sense of improvement realised, which to every teacher con
stitutes a reward hardly inferior to the payment that proceedf 
from it, and which (in the opinion of Sokrates) formed the 
only legitimate reward. Such is not the way in which the 
corrupters of mankind go to work. 

That which stood most prominent in the teaching of Gorgias 
and the other Sophists, was, that they cultivated and improved 
the powers of public speaking in their pupils; one of the 
most essential accomplishments to every Athenian of con
sideration. For this, too, they have been denounced by Ritter, 
Brandis, and other learned writers on the history of philosophy, 
as corrupt and immoral. "Teaching their pupils rhetoric (it has 
been said), they only enable them to second unjust designs, to 
make the worse appear the better reason, and to delude their 
hearers, by trick and artifice, into false persuasion and show 
of knowledge without reality. Rhetoric (argues Plato in the 
dialogue called Gorgias) is no art whatever, but a mere un
scientific knack, enslaved to the dominant prejudices, and 
nothing better than an impostrous parody on the true political 
art." Now though Aristotle, following the Platonic vein, calls 
this power of making the worse appear the better reason, " the 
promise of Protagoras " 1-the accusation ought never to bt 
urged as it bore specially against the teachers of the Sokratic 
age. It is an argument against rhetorical teaching generally; 
against all the most distinguished teachers of pupils for active 
life, throughout the ancient world, from Protagoras, Gorgias, 
Isokrates, &c., down to Quintilian. Not only does the argu
ment bear equally against all, but it was actually urged against 
all. Isokrates 2 and Quintilian both defend themselves against 

1 Aristot. Rhetoric. ii. 26. Ritter (p. 582) and Brandis (p. 521) quote 
very unfairly the evidence of the "Clouds" of Aristophan~s, as establishing 
jhis charge, and that of corrupt teaching generally, against the Sophists as a 
body. If Aristophanes is a witness against any one, he is a witness against 
Sokrat~s, who is the person singled out for attack in the "Clouds." But 
these authors, not admitting Aristophan~s as an evidence against Sokrat@s 
whom he does attack, nevertheless quote him as an evidence against men 
like Protagoras and Gorgias whom he does not attack. 

2 Isokrat~s, Or. xv. (De Permut.) s. 16. vvv li€ "-~"t•• p.€v (the accuser) 
.:,s ~"tc:, .-rolls '\TTous AO"(OUS Kpeinous 1i6vap.at 11"oteiv, &c. 

Ibid. s. 32. 11"etpiiTal p.e litaf3d/l.ll.ew, &s litacpOE!p"' TOVS VEOJT~povs, li.~"(Etv 
~lOdO'J{(t)J' Kal 7rap~ Th ~bcalOP Ev To7s a')'WO"l 'lrf...EOJNiKTE'iv, &c. 

Again, s. 59, 6 5, 95, 98, 187 (where he represents himself, like Sokrati~s 
in his defence, as vindicating philosophy generally against the accusation of 
corrupting youth), 233, 256. 
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it : Aristotle 1 was assailed by it, and provides a defence in the 
beginning of his treatise on Rhetoric : nor was there ever any 
man, indeed, against whom it was pressed with greater bitter
ness of calumny than Sokrates-by Aristophanes in his 
comedy of the "Clouds," as well as by other comic composers. 
Sokrates complains of it in his defence before his judges ; 2 

characterising such accusations in their true point of view, as 
being" the stock reproaches against all who pursue philosophy." 
They are indeed only one of the manifestations, ever varying 
in form though the same in spirit, of the antipathy of ignorance 
against dissenting innovation or superior mental accomplish
ments; which antipathy, intellectual men themselves, when it 
happens to make on their side in a controversy, are but too ready 
to invoke. Considering that we have here the materials of 
defence, as well as of attack, supplied by Sokrates and Plato, 
it might have been expected that modern writers would have 
refrained from employing such an argument to discredit 
Gorgias or Protagoras; the rather, as they have before their 
eyes, in all the countries of modern Europe, the profession of 
lawyers and advocates, who lend their powerful eloquence 
without distinction to the cause of justice or injustice, and 
who, far from being regarded as the corrupters of society, are 
llSually looked upon, for that very reason among others, as 
indispensable auxiliaries to a just administration of law. 

Though writing was less the business of these Sophists than 
personal teaching, several of them published treatises. Thrasy
machus and Theodorus both set forth written precepts on the 
art of Rhetoric; 3 precepts which have not descended to us, 
but which appear to have been narrow and special, bearing 
directly upon practice, and relating chiefly to the proper com
;:>onent parts of an oration. To Aristotle, who had attained 
·.hat large and comprehensive view of the theory of Rhetoric 

1 Plutarch, Alexander, c. 74· 
2 Plato, Sok. Apolog. c. w, p. 23 D. Ttt «a.Ta ,.&,, .. .,, Twv tp<ll.ouorpo{JIITwr 

"POX«P« TavTa ll.l-yovrttv, oTt Ta p.ETewpa «al Ta O'll"o -y~s, «al 8eoh p.~ vop.i(etv 
Kal Tov ~TTW 11.6-yov l(pEiTTW 'll"ot€lv (ata&.u«w ). Compare a similar expression in 
Xenophon, Memorab. i. 2, 31. To tw<vii To'is rf>tlo.ou&rpots 0'11"0 TWV 'froJ,.ll.wv 
E7rt'Ttp.dJ!J.evov, &c. 

The same unfairness, in making this point tell against the Sophists 
exclusively, is to be found in Westermann, Geschichte der Griech. Bered
samkeit, sect. 30, 64. 

a See the last chapter of Aristotle De Sophisticis Elenchis. He notices 
these early rhetorical teachers, also, in various parts of the treatise on 
Rhetoric. 

Quintilian however still thought the precepts of Theod<'lrus and Thrasy
machus worthy of his attention (Inst. Orat. iii. 3). 
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which still remains to instruct us in his splendid treatise, the ' 
views of Thrasymachus appeared unimportant, serving to him ~ 
only as hints and materials. But their effect must have been 
very different when they first appeared, and when young men 
were first enabled to analyse the parts of an harangue, to under
stand the dependence of one upon the other, and call them by J 
their appropriate names ; all illustrated, let us recollect, by oral ' 
exposition on the part of the master, which was the most 
impressive portion of the whole. 

Prodikus, again, published one or more treatises intended to 
elucidate the ambiguities of words and to point out the different 
significations of terms apparently, but not really, equivalent. 
For this Plato often ridicules him, and the modern historians 
of philosophy generally think it right to adopt the same tone. 
Whether the execution of the work was at all adequate to its 
purpose, we have no means of judging; but assuredly the 
purpose was one pre-eminently calculated to aid Grecian 
thinkers and dialecticians; for no man can study their 
philosophy without seeing how lamentably they were hampered 
by enslavement to the popular phraseology, and by inferences 
founded on mere verbal analogy. At a time when neither 
dictionary nor grammar existed, a teacher who took care, even 
punctilious care, in fixing the meaning of important words of 
his discourse-must be considered as guiding the minds of his 
hearers in a salutary direction; salutary, we may add, even to 
Plato himself, whose speculations would most certainly have 
been improved by occasional hints from such a monitor. 

Protagoras, too, is said to have been the first who discrimin
ated, and gave names to the various modes and forms of 
address-an analysis well calculated to assist his lessons on 
right speaking: 1 he appears also to have been the first who ' 
distinguished the three genders of nouns. We hear further 'bf -
a treatise which he wrote on wrestling-or most probably on 
gymnastics generally ; as well as a collection of controversial 
dialogues.2 But his most celebrated treatise was one entitled 
"Truth," seemingly on philosophy generally. Of this treatise 
we do not even know the general scope or purport. In one of 
his treatises, he confessed his inability to satisfy himself about 
the existence of the gods, in these words 3-" Respecting the 

1 Quintilian, Inst. Orat. iii. 4, ro; Aristot. Rhetor. iii. 5· See the 
passages cited in Preller, Histor. Philos. ch. iv. p. 132, noted, who affirms 
respecting Protagoras-' 'alia inani grammaticorum principiorum ostentatione 
novare conabatur"-which the passages cited do not prove. 

" Isokrat@s, Or. x. Encom. Helen. s. 3 ; Diogen. Laert. ix. 54· 
3 Diogen. Laert. ix. sr; Sext. Empir. adv. Math. ix. 56. llepl p.~v 8ewv 
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gods, I neither know whether they exist, nor what are their 
attributes; the uncertainty of the subject, the shortness of 
human life, and many other causes, debar me from this know
ledge." That the believing public of Athens were seriously 
indignant at this passage, and that it caused the author to be 
threatened with prosecution and forced to quit Athens-we can 
perfectly understand; though there seems no sufficient proof of 
the tale that he was drowned in his outward voyage. But that 
modern historians of philosophy, who consider the Pagan gods 
to be fictions, and the religion to be repugnant to any reason
able mind, should concur in denouncing Protagoras on this 
ground as a corrupt man, is to me less intelligible. Xerio
phanes,1 and probably many other philosophers, had said the 
same thing before him. Nor is it easy to see what a superior 
man was to do, who could not adjust his standard of belief to 
such fictions-or what he could say, if he said anything, less 
than the words cited above from Protagoras ; which appear, as 
far as we can appreciate them standing without the context, to 
be a brief mention, in modest and circumspect phrases, of the 
reason why he said nothing about the gods, in a treatise where 
the rt:ader would expect to find much upon the subject. 2 

Certain it is that in the Platonic dialogue, called "Protagoras," 
that Sophist is introduced speaking about the gods exactly in 
the manner that any orthodox Pagan might naturally adopt. 

The other fragment preserved of Protagoras relates to his 
view of the cognitive process, and of truth generally. He 
taught that "Man is the measure of all things, both of that 
which exists, and of that which does not exist:" a doctrine 
canvassed and controverted by Plato, who represents that 
Protagoras affirmed knowledge to consist in sensation, and 
considered the sensations of each individual man to be, to him, 
tl!e canon and measure of truth. We know scarce anything of 
the elucidations or limitations with which Protagoras may have 
accompanied his general position: and if even Plato, who had 

oinc ~xw el1re'iv, olJ-re et elG'tV) oV8' lnroiol 'nvJs du&· woAi\0. ')'b.p 'TO; Kwl\:VovTa 
.lMvat, ;j .,. ao'f}A.OT7)S, ""l /3pax~s t>v 0 {3los TOV av1JpdJ1rov. 

I give the words partly from Diogenes, partly from Sextus, as I think they 
wou:d be most likely to stand. 

1 Xenophanes ap. Sext. Emp. adv. Mathern. vii. 49· 
2 The satyrical writer Timon (ap. Sext. Emp. ix. 57), speaking in very 

respectful terms about Protagoras, notices particularly the guarded language 
which he used in this sentence about the gods ; though this precaution did 
not enable him to avoid the necessity of flight. Protagoras spoke-

n a. (T (1. v i X, (J) v <J> v A O.K. 1} v e 1T L £ (. IC E l1J ~· ,.a p.Ev oil ot 
Xpr;J.{crp..'Yju', a.AAa 4Jvyij~ br<:IJ.at<:To, Oq,pa. fl.~ oiinl)~ 
~uucpctntc.Ov 1rlvwv 1/JvXPbv 1TOT0v "ALOa OVp. 
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good means of knowing them, felt it ungenerous to insult an 
orphan doctrine whose father was recently dead, and could no 
longer defend it 1-much more ought modern authors, who 
speak with mere scraps of evidence before them, to be cautious 
how they heap upon the same doctrine insults much beyond 
those which Plato recognises. In so far as we can pretend to 
understand the theory, it was certainly not more incorrect than 
several others then afloat, from the Eleatic school and other 
philosophers ; while it had the merit of bringing into forcible 
relief the essentially relative nature of cognition 2-relative, not 

1 Plato, Theretet. 18, g; 164 E. Olin li.v, o1p.at, J; <Plll.~, et1rep 7• d 
~aT~JP. To~ hlpou ll.&7ou •('7-all.ll.a ,"'"\ll.a ttv, 1)p.vv•· vuv ll€ of<Pavov al!To~ 
UVTa '!fJ.EtS 7rp071'11JI.aKl(op.€11. , , , , al\.1\.a lJh auTol KtlllJVIIEV(fOf.LEII TOV 
6LKa.lov ~VEK, abTqi f3o718e'iv. 

This theory of Protagoras is discussed in the dialogue called Theretetus, 
p. 152 seq., in a long, but desultory way. 

See Sextus Empiric. Pyrrhonic. Hypo!. i. 216-219, et contra Mathe· 
maticos, vii. 6o-64. The explanation which Sextus gives of the Prota· 
gorean doctrine, in the former passage, cannot be derived from the treatise 
of Protagoras himself; since he makes use of the word IJJ1.71 in the 
philosophical sense, which was not adopted until the days of Plato and 
Aristotle. 

It is difficult to make out what Diogenes Laertius states about other 
tenets of Protagoras, and to reconcile them with the doctrine of "man 
being the measure of all things," as explained by Plato (Diog. Laert. ix. 
sx, 57). 

2 Aristotle (in one of the passages of his Metaphysica-wherein he 
discusses the Protagorean doctrine-x. i. p. 1053 B) says that this doctrine 
comes to nothing more than saying, that man, so far as coguisant, or so far 
as percipient, is the measure of all things ; in other words, that knowledge, 
or perception, is the measure of all things. This Aristotle says-is trivial, 
and of no value, though it sounds like something of importance-UpwTa· 
')'&pas ll' li.v8pw1r&v </>11"' 7rcf.vTwJI <ivat p.ITpov, &<T7r<p ltv •l TOll l71't<T'Tfif.LOVa 
el7rWV 'f) 'TOV al<T6av&f.L€110ll' TO~TOUS lJ' 8Tt ~:(OVCJ'tll 0 f.LEII at<T871<TtJI 0 lJ€ 
l7rt<TTfif.L'7"' {i <Pap.•v •iva< p.tTpa Twv ~7roKHf.Ltvwv. OvO<v llh ll.t'Y"'" 
7r€ptTTOV </>alV<Tal Tt 71.t'}'€tll. 

It appears to me that to insist upon the essentially relative nature of 
cognisable truth, was by no means a trivial or unimportant doctrine, as 
Aristotle pronounces it to be ; especially when we compare it with the 
unmeasured conceptions of the objects and methods of scientific research, 
which were so common in the days of Protagoras. 

Compare Metaphysic. iii. 5, p. roo8, roog, where it will be seen how 
many other thinkers of that day carried the same doctrine seemingly farther 
than Protagoras. 

Protagoras remarked that the observed movements of the heavenly bodies 
did not coincide with that which the astronomers represented them to be, 
and to which they applied their mathematical reasonings. This remark 
was a criticism on the mathematical astronomers of his day-lll.t"YX"'" Toh 
-yewp.tTpas (Aristot. Metaph. iii. z, p. 998 A). We know too little how 
far his criticism may have been deserved, to assent to the general strictures 
<>fRitter, Gesch. der Phil. vol. i. p. 633. 
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indeed to the sensitive faculty alone, but to that reinforced and 
guided by the other faculties of man, memorial and ratiocinative. 
And had it been even more incorrect than it really is, there 
would be no warrant for those imputations which modem 
authors build upon it, against the morality of Protagoras. No 
such imputations are countenanced in the discussion which 
Plato devotes to the doctrine : indeed, if the vindication which 
he sets forth against himself on behalf of Protagoras be really 
ascribable to that Sophist, it would give an exaggerated import
ance to the distinction between Good and Evil, into which the 
distinction between Truth and Falsehood is considered by the 
Platonic Protagoras as resolvable. The subsequent theories 
of Plato and Aristotle respecting cognition, were much more 
systematic and elaborate, the work of men greatly superior in 
speculative genius to Protagoras : but they would not have been 
what they were, had not Protagoras as well as others gone 
before them, with suggestions more partial and imperfect. 

From Gorgias there remains one short essay, preserved in 
one of the Aristotelian or Pseudo-Aristotelian treatises,1 on a 
metaphysical thesis. He professes to demonstrate that nothing 
exists ; that if anything exist, it is unknowable; and granting it 
even to exist and to be knowable by any one man, he could 
never communicate it to others. The modern historians of 
philosophy here prefer the easier task of denouncing the scepti
cism of the Sophist, instead of performing the duty incumbent 
on them of explaining his thesis in immediate sequence with 
the speculations which preceded it. In our sense of the words, 
it is a monstrous paradox: but construing them in their legiti
mate filiation from the Eleatic philosophers immediately before 
him, it is a plausible, not to say conclusive, deduction from 
principles which they would have acknowledged.2 The word 
E~istence, as they understood it, did not mean phrenomenal, 
but ultra-phrenomenal existence. They looked upon the 
phrenomena of sense as always coming and going-as some
thing essentially transitory, fluctuating, incapable of being surely 
known, and furnishing at best grounds only for conjecture. 
They searched by cogitation for what they presumed to be the 
really existent Something or Substance-the Noumenon, to use 

1 See the treatise entitled De Melisso, Xenophane, et Gorgiil in Bekker's 
edition of Aristotle's Works, vol. i. p. 979 seq. ; also the same treatise with 
a good preface and comments by Mullach, p. 62 seq. : compare Sextus 
Emp. adv. Mathemat. vii. 65, 87. 

2 See the note of' M ullach, on the treatise mentioned in the preceding 
note, p. 72. He shows that Gorgias followed in the steps of Zeno and 
Melissus. 
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a Kantian phrase-lying behind or under the phrenomena, 
which Noumenon they recognised as the only appropriate 
object of knowledge. They discussed much (as I have before 
remarked) whether it was One or Many-Noumenon in the 
singular, or Noumena in the plural. Now the thesis of 
Gorgias related to this ultra-phrenomenal existence, and bore 
closely upon the arguments of Zeno and Melissus, the Eleatic 
reasoners of his elder contemporaries. He denied that any 
such ultra-phrenomenal Something, or Noumenon, existed, or 
could be known, or could be described. Of this tripartite 
thesis, the first negation was neither more untenable, nor less 
untenable, than that of those philosophers who before him had 
argued for the affirmative : on the last two points, his conclu
sions were neither paradoxical nor improperly sceptical, but 
perfectly just,-and have been ratified by the gradual abandon
ment, either avowed or implied, of such ultra-phrenomenal 
researches among the major part of philosophers. It may 
fairly be presumed that these doctrines were urged by Gorgias 
for the purpose of diverting his disciples from studies which he 
considered as unpromising and fruitless ; just as we shall find 
his pupil Isokrates afterwards enforcing the same view, dis
couraging speculations of this nature, and recommending 
rhetorical exercise as preparation for the duties of an active 
citizen.1 Nor must we forget that Sokrates himself dis
couraged physical speculations even more decidedly than 
either of them. 

If the censures cast upon the alleged scepticism of Gorgias 
and Protagoras are partly without sufficient warrant, partly 
without any warrant at all-much more may the same remark 
be made respecting the graver reproaches heaped upon their 
teaching on the score of immorality or corruption. It has been 
common with recent German historians of philosophy to trails
late from Plato and dress up a fiend called "Die Sophistik" 
(Sophistic)-whom they assert to have poisoned and demoral
ised, by corrupt teaching, the Athenian moral character, so that 
it became degenerate at the end of the Peloponnesian war, 
compared with what it had been in the time of Miltiades and 
Aristeides. 

Now, in the first place, if the abstraction "Die Sophistik " is 
to have any definite meaning, we ought to have proof that the 
persons styled Sophists had some doctrines, principles, or 
method, both common to them all and distinguishing them 
from others. But such a supposition is untrue: there were no 

1 Isokrat€s De Permutat. Or. xv. s. 287 ; Xenoph. Memorab. i. 1, 14. 
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such common doctrines, or principles, or method, belonging to 
them. Even the name by which they are known did not 
belong to them, any more than to Sokrates and others; they 
had nothing in common except their profession, as paid 
teachers, qualifying young men "to think, speak, and act" 
(these are the words of Isokrates, and better words it would 
not be easy to find) with credit to themselves as citizens. 
Moreover, such community of profession did not at that time 
imply so much analogy of character as it does now, when the 
path of teaching has been beaten into a broad and visible high 
road, with measured distances, and stated intervals: Protagoras 
and Gorgias found predecessors indeed, but no binding prece
dents to copy ; so that each struck out more or less a road of 
his own. And accordingly, we find Plato, in his dialogue 
called" Protagoras," wherein Protagoras, Prodikus, and Hippias 
are all introduced-imparting a distinct type of character and 
distinct method to each, not without a strong admixture of 
reciprocal jealousy between them; while Thrasymachus, in the 
Republic, and Euthydemus, in the dialogue so called, are again 
painted each with colours of his own, different from all the 
three above named. We do not know how far Gorgias agreed 
in the opinion of Protagoras-" Man is the measure of all 
things :" and we may infer even from Plato himself, that Pro
tagoras would have opposed the views expressed by Thrasy
machus in the first book of the Republic. It is impossible 
therefore to predicate anything concerning doctrines, methods, 
or tendencies, common and peculiar to all the Sophists. There 
were none such ; nor has the abstract word-" Die Sophistik" 
-any real meaning, except such qualities (whatever they may 
be) as are inseparable from the profession or occupation of 
public teaching. And if, at present, every candid critic would 
be•ashamed to cast wholesale aspersions on the entire body of 
professional teachers-much more is such censure unbecoming 
in reference to the ancient Sophists, who were distinguished 
from each other by stronger individual peculiarities. 

If, then, it were true that in the interval between 480 B.c. 
and the end of the Peloponnesian war, a great moral deteriora
tion had taken place in Athens and in Greece generally, we 
should have to search for some other cause than the imaginary 
abstraction called Sophistic. But-and this is the second 
point-the matter of fact here alleged is as untrue, as the cause 
alleged is unreal. Athens, at the close of the Peloponnesian 
war, was not more corrupt than Athens in the days of Mil
tiades and Aristeides. If we revert to that earlier period, we 
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shall find that scarcely any acts of the Athenian people have 

· drawn upon them sharper censure (in my judgement, unmerited) 
than their treatment of these very two statesmen ; the condem
nation of Miltiades, and the ostracism of Aristeides. In writing 
my history of that time, far from finding previous historians 
disposed to give the Athenians credit for public virtue, I have 
been compelled to contend against a body of adverse criticism, 
imputing to them gross ingratitude and injustice. Thus the 
contemporaries of Miltiades and Aristeides, when described as 
matter of present history, are presented in anything but flatter
ing colours ; except their valour at Marathon and Salamis, 
which finds one unanimous voice of encomium. But when 
these same men have become numbered among the mingled 
recollections and fancies belonging to the past-when a future 
generation comes to be present, with its appropriate stock of 
complaint and denunciation-then it is that men find pleasure 
in dressing up the virtues of the past, as a count in the indict
ment against their own contemporaries. Aristophanes,l writing 
during the Peloponnesian war, denounced the Demos of his 
day as degenerated from the virtue of that Demos which had 
surrounded Miltiades and Aristeides; while Isokrates, 2 writing 
as an old man between 350-340 B.c., complains in like manner 
of his own time, boasting how much better the state of Athens 
had been in his youth: which period of his youth fell exactly 
during the life of Aristophanes, in the last half of the Pelopon
nesian war. 

Such illusions ought to impose on no one without a careful 
comparison of facts; and most assuredly that comparison will 
not bear out the allegation of increased corruption and degen
eracy, between the age of Miltiades and the end of the 
Peloponnesian war. Throughout the whole of Athenian 
history, there are no acts which attest so large a measure" of 
virtue and judgement pervading the whole people, as the 
proceedings after the Four Hundred and after the Thirty. 
Nor do I believe that the contemporaries of Miltiades would 
have been capable of such heroism ; for that appellation is by 
no means too large for the case. I doubt whether they would 
have been competent to the steady self-denial of retaining a 
large sum in reserve during the time of peace, both prior to 
the Peloponnesian war and after the peace of Nikias-or of 
keeping back the reserve fund of 1000 talents, while they were 
forced year after year to pay taxes for the support of the 

1 Aristophan. Equit. 1316-1321. 
2 Isokrat~s, Or. xv. De Permutat. s. 170. 
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war l-or of acting upon the prudent, yet painfully trying policy 
recommended by Perikles, so as to sustain an annual invasion 
without either going out to fight or purchasing peace by igno
minious concessions. If bad acts such as Athens committed 
during the later years of the war, for example, the massacre of 
the Melian population, were not done equally by the contem
poraries of Miltiades, this did not arise from any superior 
humanity or principle on their part, but from the fact that they 
were not exposed to the like temptation, brought upon them 
by the possession of imperial power. The condemnation of 
the six generals after the battle of Arginusre, if we suppose the 
same conduct on their part to have occurred in 490 B.c., would 
have been decreed more rapidly and more unceremoniously 
than it was actually decreed in 406 B.c. For at that earlier 
date there existed no psephism of Kannonus, surrounded by 
prescriptive respect-no Graphe Paranomon-no such habits 
of established deference to a Dikastery solemnly sworn, with 
full notice to defendants and full time of defence measured 
by the water-glass-none of those securities which a long 
course of democracy had gradually worked into the public 
morality of every Athenian, and which (as we saw in a former 
chapter) interposed a serious barrier to the impulse of the 
moment, though ultimately overthrown by its fierceness. A 
far less violent impulse would have sufficed for the same mis
chief in 490 B.c., when no such barriers existed. Lastly, if we 
want a measure of the appreciating sentiment of the Athenian 
public, towards a strict and decorous morality in the narrow 
sense, in the middle of the Peloponnesian war, we have only 
to consider the manner in which they dealt with Nikias. I 
have shown, in describing the Sicilian expedition, that the 
gravest error which the Athenians ever committed, that 
wblch shipwrecked both their armament at Syracuse and their 
power at home, arose from their unmeasured esteem for the 
respectable and pious Nikias, which blinded them to the 
grossest defects of generalship and public conduct. Disastrous 
as such misjudgement was, it counts at least as a proof that 
the moral corruption, alleged to have been operative in their 

1 Two years before the invasion by Xerxes, the Athenians did indeed 
forego a dividend about to be distributed to each of the citizens out of the 
silver mines of Laureium, in order that the money might be applied to 
building of triremes. This was honourable to them in every way : but it 
is by no means to be compared, for self-denial and estimate of future 
chances, to the effort of paying money more than once out of their pockets, 
in order that they might leave untouched the public fund of 1000 
talents. 
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characters, is a mere fiction. Nor let it be supposed that the 
nerve and resolution which once animated the combatants of 
Marathon and Salamis, had disappeared in the latter years of 
the Peloponnesian war. On the contrary, the energetic and 
protracted struggle of Athens, after the irreparable calamity at 
Syracuse, forms a worthy parallel to her resistance in the time 
of Xerxes, and maintained unabated that distinctive attribute 
which Perikles had set forth as the main foundation of her 
glory-that of never giving way before misfortune.! Without 
any disparagement to the armament at Salamis, we may remark 
that the patriotism of the fleet at Samos, which rescued Athens 
from the Four Hundred, was equally devoted and more intelli
gent ; and that the burst of effort, which sent a subsequent 
fleet to victory at Arginusre, was to the full as strenuous. 

If then we survey the eighty-seven years of Athenian history, 
between the battle of Marathon and the renovation of the 
democracy after the Thirty, we shall see no ground for the 
assertion, so often made, of increased and increasing moral and 
political corruption. It is my belief that the people had 
become both morally and politically better, and that their 
democracy had worked to their improvement. The remark 
made by Thucydides, on the occasion of the Korkyrrean 
bloodshed-on the violent and reckless political antipathies, 
arising out of the confluence of external warfare with internal 
party-feud 2-wherever else it may find its application, has no 
bearing upon Athens : the proceedings after the Four Hundred 
and after the Thirty, prove the contrary. And while Athens 
may thus be vindicated on the moral side, it is indisputable 
that her population had acquired a far larger range of ideas 
and capacities than they possessed at the time of the battle of 
Marathon. This indeed is the very matter of fact deplored by 
Aristophanes, and admitted by those writers, who, while "de
nouncing the Sophists, connect such enlarged range of ideas 
with the dissemination of the pretended sophistical poison. In 

1 Thucyd. ii. 64----yVWTE o' ~Vofla fLt-yur-rov auTtll' (-ri}v .,.&)l.w) ~xovcrav 
~V ?rUCTIV av8prf,1r01S, ou\ -rb -ra'is ~V,U<popa'is flfJ EliCEIV. 

2 Thucydid@s (iii. 82) specifies very distinctly the cause to which he 
ascribes the bad consequences which he depicts. He makes no allusion to 
Sophists or sophistical teaching; though Brandis (Gesch. der Gr. Rom. 
Philos. i. p. 518, not. f.) drags in "the sophistical spirit of the statesmen 
of that time," as if it were the cause of the mischief, and as if it were to be 
found in the speeches of Thucydid@s, i. 76, v. 105. 

There cannot be a more unwarranted assertion ; nor can a learned man 
like Brandis be ignorant, that such words as " the sophistical spirit" (Der 
sophistische Geist) are understood by a modern reader in a sense totally 
different from its true Athenian sense. 
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my judgement, not only the charge against the Sophists as 
poisoners, but even the existence of such poison in the Athenian 
system, deserves nothing less than an emphatic denial. 

Let us examine again the names of these professional 
teachers, beginning with Prodikus, one of the most renowned. 
Who is there that has not read the well-known fable called 
" The Choice of Hercules," which is to be found in every book 
professing to collect impressive illustrations of elementary 
morality? Who does not know that its express purpose is, to 
kindle the imaginations of youth in favour of a life of labour 
for noble objects, and against a life of indulgence? It was the 
favourite theme on which Prodikus lectured, and on which he 
obtained the largest audience.l If it be of striking simplicity 
and effect even to a modern reader, how much more powerfully 
must it have worked upon the audience for whose belief it was 
specially adapted, when set off by the oral expansions of its 
author ! Xenophon wondered that the Athenian Dikasts dealt 
with Sokrates as a cprrupter of youth : Isokrates wondered that 
a portion of the public made the like mistake about himself: 
and I confess my wonder to be not less, that not only Aristo
phanes, 2 but even the modern writers on Grecian philosophy, 
should rank Prodikus in the same unenviable catalogue.3 This 

1 Xenoph. Memor. ii. I, zit34.-Kal np&liu<as li~ o IJ'ocpos iv -r<f 
IJ'V"f"fprf.fLf'""' Trf ozr<pl 'HpaKA.Ious, 81rep o:q Kctl ozrA.eiiJ'TOIS ~7rloeiKVV• 
'Tat., &ua.V-r&Js ?repl 'T'1}s lt.p€'r7js O:rrorpa.lverat., &c. 

Xenophon here introduces Sokrat@s himself as bestowing much praise on 
the moral teaching of Prodikus. 

2 See Fragment iii. of the Tct"f'IV<IJ'Tal of Aristophan@s-Meineke, Frag
ment. Aristoph. p. I 140. 

3 Upon Prodikus and his fable called the "Choice of Hercules," Pro· 
fessor Maurice remarks as follows (Moral and Metaphysical Philosophy, iv. 
z, I, II, p. 109) :-"The effect of the lesson which it inculcates is good or 
evil', according to the object which the reader proposes to himself. If he 
wishes to acquire the power of draining marshes and killing noisome 
beasts, all must bless him for not yielding to the voice of the Goddess of 
Pleasure. If he merely seeks to be the strongest of men, by resisting the 
enchantress, it might have been better for the world and for himself, that 
he should have yielded to her blandishments. Mr. Grote is not likely to 
have forgotten the celebrated paradox of Gibbon respecting the clergy
' That their virtues are more dangerous to society than their vices.' On 
the hypothesis which Gibbon no doubt adopted, that this order is divided 
into those who deny themselves for the sake of obtaining dominion over 
their fellow-countrymen, and those who yield to animal indulgence-his 
dictum may be easily admitted. The monk who restrains his appetites 
that he may be more followed and idolised as a confessor, does more harm 

, to others, is probably more evil in himself, than the sleek abbot who is 
given up to his hawks and hounds. The principle is of universal applica
tion. We must know whether Prodikus departed from the general rule of 
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is the only composition 1 remaining from him-indeed the only 
composition remaining from any one of the Sophists, excepting 
the thesis of Gorgias above noticed. It serves, not merely as 
a vindication of Prodikus against such reproach, but also as a 
warning against implicit confidence in the sarcastic remarks of 
Plato-which include Prodikus as well as the other Sophists
and in the doctrines which he puts into the mouth of the 
Sophists generally, in order that Sokrates may confute them. 
The commonest candour would teach us, that if a polemical 
writer of dialogue chooses to put indefensible doctrine into the 
mouth of the opponent, we ought to be cautious of condemning 
the latter upon such very dubious proof. 

W elcker and other modern authors treat Prodikus as "the 
most innocent " of the Sophists, and except him from the 
the professorial class, by not holding out political power as his prize
before we can pronounce him a useful teacher, because he taught his pupils 
how they might obtain the bone and nerve of Hercules." 

With the single reserve of what Professor Maurice calls " the general 
rule of the professorial class," against which assertion I have already shown 
cause in a previous note-I fully admit not merely the justice, but the 
importance, of his general remark above transcribed. I recognise no 
merit in self-denial, unless in so far as the self-denying person becomes 
thereby the instrument of increased security and happiness to others or to 
himself-or unless it be conducive to the formation of a character of which 
such is the general result. And respect;ing Prodikus himself, I willingly 
accept the challenge. He marks out, ih the most distinct and emphatic 
manner, the achievement of good to others, and the acquisition of esteem 
from others, as going together, and constituting in combination the prize 
for which the youthful Herakles is exhorted to struggle-•1-r• ~"b <PiA.wv 
~IJlA.Ets &-ya1rau8at, -roh <PiA.ovs •v•p-y•-r'f/-rlov· .r.,.. ~.,.& -rwos 1r0A.Ews 
~7rtiJup.ecs -r<p.a<TIJat, T~V 1r0AtV W</>EA.'f/"TlOV• E1-rE ~0 -rijs 'EA.A.doos 1rd<T71S 
&~wis ~.,.· &p•-rii IJavp.dC•uiJat, -r?)v 'EA.A.doa 1rEtpa-rlov •v 1I"OtEiv, &c. (Xen. 
Mem. ii. 1, 28). I select these few words, but the whole tenor and spirit 

· of the fable is similar. 
Indeed the very selection of Herakles as an ideal to be followed, \,<; of 

itself a proof that the Sophist did not intend to point out the acquisition of 
personal dominion and pre-eminence, except in so far as they naturally 
sprang from services rendered, as the grand prize to be contended for by his 
pupils. For Herakles is, in Greek conception, the type of those who 
work for others-one condemned by his destiny to achieve great, difficult, 
and unrewarded exploits at the bidding of another (Suidas and Diogenianus, 
vi. 7, under the words -r•-rp&.ot -y~-yovas-~1rl -rwv I!A.A.ots 7rovovv-rwv, &c.). 

1 Xenophon gives only the substance of Prodikus's lecture, not his exact 
words. But he gives what may be called the whole substance, so that we 
can appreciate the scope as "well as the handling of the author. We cannot 
say the same of an extract given (in the Pseudo-Platonic Dialogue Axiochus, 
c. 7, 8) from a lecture said to have been delivered by Prodikus-respecting 
the miseries of human life pervading all the various professions and occupa· 
tions. It is impossible to make out distinctly either how much really 
belongs to Prodikus, or what was his scope and purpose, if any such 
lecture was really delivered. 



The Sophists 339 
sentence which they pass upon the class generally. Let us see 
therefore what Plato himself says about the rest of them, and 
first about Protagoras. If it were not the established practice 
with readers of Plato to condemn Protagoras beforehand, and 
to put, upon every passage relating to him, not only a sense 
as bad as it will bear, but much worse than it will fairly bear
they would probably carry away very different inferences from 
the Platonic dialogue called by that Sophist's name, and in 
which he is made to bear a chief part. That dialogue is itself 
enough to prove that Plato did not conceive Protagoras either 
as a corrupt, or unworthy, or incompetent teacher. The course 
of the dialogue exhibits him as not master of the theory of 
ethics, and unable to solve various difficulties with which that 
theory is expected to grapple ; moreover, as no match for 
Sokrates in dialectics, which Plato considered as the only effi
cient method of philosophical investigation. In so far therefore 
as imperfect acquaintance with the science or theory upon 
which rules of art, or the precepts bearing on practice, repose, 
disqualifies a teacher from giving instruction in such art or 
practice-to that extent Protagoras is exposed as wanting. 
And if an expert dialectician like Plato, had passed Isokrates 
or Quintilian, or the large majority of teachers past or present, 
through a similar cross-examination as to the theory of their 
teaching-an ignorance not less manifest than that of Prota
goras would be brought out. The antithesis which Plato sets 
forth, in so many of his dialogues, between precept or practice, 
accompanied by full knowledge of the scientific principles from 
which it must be deduced, if its rectitude be disputed-and 
unscientific practice, without any such power of deduction or 
defence-is one of the most valuable portions of his specula
tions : he exhausts his genius to render it conspicuous in a 
th<'usand indirect ways, and to shame his readers, if possible, 
into the loftier and more rational walk of thought. But it is 
one thing to say of a man, that he does not know the theory of 
what he teaches, or of the way in which he teaches ; it is 
another thing to say, that he actually .teaches that which 
scientific theory would not prescribe as the best; it is a third 
thing, graver than both, to say that his teaching is not only 
below the exigencies of science, but even corrupt and demoral
iising. Now of these three points, it is the first only which 
!Plato in his dialogue makes out against Protagoras : even the 
'Second, he neither affirms nor insinuates; and as to the third, 
tnot only he never glances at it, even indirectly, but the whole 
.tendency of the discourse suggests a directly contrary conclu-
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sion. As if sensible that when an eminent opponent was to be 
depicted as puzzled and irritated by superior dialectics, it was 
but common fairness to set forth his distinctive merits also
Plato gives a fable, and expository harangue, from the mouth 
of Protagoras,l upon the question whether virtue is teachable. 
This harangue is, in my judgement, very striking and instruc
tive; and so it would have been probably accounted, if com
mentators had not read it with a pre-established persuasion 
that whatever came from the lips of a Sophist must be either 
ridiculous or immoral. 2 It is the only part of Plato's works 
wherein any account is rendered of the growth of that floating, 
uncertified, self-propagating, body of opinion, upon which the 
cross-examining analysis of Sokrates is brought to bear-as will 
be seen in the following chapter. 

Protagoras professes to teach his pupils "good, counsel" in 
their domestic and family relations, as well as how to speak 
and act in the most effective manner for the weal of the city. 
Since this comes from Protagoras, the commentators of Plato 
pronounce it to be miserable morality; but it coincides, almost 
to the letter, with that which Isokrates describes himself as 
teaching, a generation afterwards, and substantially even with 
that which Xenophon represents Sokrates as teaching : nor is 
it easy to set forth, in a few words, a larger scheme of practical 
duty. a And if the measure of practical duty, which Protagoras 

1 Plato, Protagoras, p. 320 D, c. II et seq., especially p. 322 D, where 
Protagoras lays it down that no man is fit to be a member of a social 
community who has not in his bosom both ol1C7J and alows-that is, a sense 
of reciprocal obligation and right between himself and others-and a 
sensibility to esteem or reproach from others. He lays these fundamental 
attributes down as what a good ethical theory must assume or exact in 
every man. 

2 Of the unjust asperity and contempt with which the Platonic com
mentators treat the Sophists, see a specimen in Ast, Ueber Platons Leaen 
und Schriften, pp. 70, 71-where he comments on Protagoras and this fable. 

s Protagoras says-To o~ p.cJ.ewuJ. luT<v, eVfJovll.la 7repl TE Twv ol~<elwv, 81rws 
&.v l'tptiTTa T~ll ab-rov oliClav OLO<Ilo'i, !Cal- 7r<pl Twv T~S 'II"Oll.ews, 87rws Ta T~s 
.,..&ll.ews ovvaTWTaTos &.v et71 !Cal .,..pcJ.-r-rew IC«l ll.e-yew. (Plato, Protagoras, 
c. 9, p. 318 E.) 

A similar description of the moral teaching of Protagoras and the other 
Sophists, yet comprising a still larger range of duties towards parents, ' 
friends, and fellow-citizens in their private capacities-is giver.' in Plato, 
Meno. p. 91 B, E. ' 

Isokrates describes the education which he wished to convey almost in 
the same words-Tovs Ta To<avTa p.avecl.vov-ras /Cal p.<ll.eTwv-ras ~~ Cfw Kal Tlw 
t'Otov oiKov Kat TCt. «otvit "Tit T1]s 1r&A.ews Kal\Ws 1itottc~UoVlnv, &v1rep Ev€tca Kal 
1roV7JTEOII ICal <J>tll.ouocf>7JTEOV !Cal .,..J.v-ra '11'pa1CTEOV €uTi (Or. xv. De Permutat. 
s. 304: compare 289). 

Xenophon also describes, almost in the same wo;ds, the teaching of 
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devoted himself to teach, was thus serious and extensive, ~ven 
the fraction of theory assigned to him in his harangue, includes 
some points better than that of Plato himself. For Plato 
seems to have conceived the Ethical End, to each individual, 
as comprising nothing more than his own permanent happiness 
and moral health; and in this very dialogue, he introduces 
Sokrates as maintaining virtue to consist only in a right 
calculation of a man's own personal happiness and misery. 
But here we find Protagoras speaking in a way which implies 
a larger, and in my opinion, a juster appreciation of the Ethical 
End, as including not only reference to a man's own happiness, 
but also obligations towards the happiness of others. Without 
at all agreeing in the harsh terms of censure which various 
critics pronounce upon that theory which Sokrates is made to 
set forth in the Platonic Protagoras, I consider his conception 
of the Ethical End essentially narrow and imperfect, not 
capable of being made to serve as basis for deduction of the 
best ethical precepts. Yet such is the prejudice with which 
the history of the Sophists has been written, that the com
mentators on Plato accuse the Sophists of having originated 
what they ignorantly term "the base theory of utility," here 
propounded by Sokrates himself; complimenting the lattet on 
Sokrates. Krito.'2 and others sought the society of Sokra.tes, .Wx rva 
O'l)jJ.1)-yopuwl fi l>ucaVLI<Ol .,~VO<VTO, all.ll.' 1va l<all.ol ... l<tt-ya9ol -yevop.<Vo<, ""l 
otK'f' 1<al oi1d'Ta<s 1<al oiKelo<s 1<al cplll.o<s Kal 11"071.« 1<al 1roll.iTa<s lltlvaw'To 1<1<;>..ws 
XPil<T9a• (Memor. i. 2, 48). Again, i. 2, 64--'l>avepbs i;v ';EwKpr£T7JS TWV 
uuv&v7r..>V ToVs 1f'OV7Jpas ~1n8vp.las lxovTas, To6-rCJJv p.Ev -rraVwv, T?} s 3 E JCaA..J...l~ 
CT'T1)S 1<al p.<-yall.o7rp<7rE<TTrf7''1)S ape'Ti)S, p 'lrOll.«s 'T*' l<al oii<Ot <Q 
?il<ov<T<, 1rpo'T'pE1rwv br<9vp.eiv. Compare also i. 6, IS; ii. I, I9; iv. 1, 2; 
IV. 5, !0, 

When we perceive how much analogy Xenophon establishes-so far as 
regards practical precept, apart from theory or method-between Sokn1t@s 
Protagoras, Prodikus, &c., it is difficult to justify the representations of 

1
the0 commentators respecting the Sophists: see Stallbaum, Proleg. ad 
Platon. Menon. p. 8. " Etenim virtutis nomen, cum propter ambitus 

1magnitudinem valde esset ambiguum et obscurum, Sophistre interpretabantur 
sic, ut, missa verre honestatis et probitatis vi, unice de prudenti:i civili ac 
domestica cogitari vellent, eoque modo totam virtutem ad cal!idum quoddam 
utilitatis vel privatim vel publice consequenda a•·tijicium revocarent" .... 
"Pervidit bane opinionis istius perversitatem, ejusque turpitudinem intima 
sensit pectore, vir sanctissimi animi, Socrates," &c. Stallbaum speaks to 
the same purpose in his Prolegomena to the Protagoras, p. ro, I I ; and to 
the Euthydemus, pp. 21, 22. 

Those who, like these censors on the Sophists, think it base to recommend 
virtuous conduct by the mutual security and comfort which it procures to 
all parties must be prepared to condemn on the same ground a hrge 
portion of what is said by Sokrat~s throughout the Memorabilia of Xenophon 
Mij /CaTa<f>pOVE< TWV oli<OVOp.<tcwV avopwv, &c. (iii. 4· 12): see also hi~ 
CEconomic. xi. ro. , 



342 History ot Greece 
having set forth those larger views which in this dialogue belong 1 
only to Protagoras.I j 

So far as concerns Protagoras, therefore, the evidence ofl 
Plato himself may be produced to show that he was not a, 
corrupt teacher, but a worthy companion of Prodikus; worthyj 
also of that which we know him to have enjoyed-the society~ 

1 Stallbaum, Prolegomena ad Platonis Menonem, p. g. "Etenhr l 
Sophistre, quum virtutis exercitationem et ad utilitates externas referrent, l 
et facultate quadam atque consuetudine ejus, quod utile videretur, reperi
endi, absolvi statuerent-Socrates ipse, rejecta utilita#s turpitudine, vim J 

naturamque virtutis unice ad id quod bonum honestumque est, revocavit ; 
voluitque esse in eo, ut quis recti bonique sensu ac scientia polleret, ad 
quam tanquam ad certissimam normam atque regulam actiones suas omnes 
dirigeret atq ue poneret." 

Whoever will compare this criticism with the Protagoras of Plato, 
c. 36, 37-especially p. 357 B-wherein Sokrates identifies good with 
pleasure and evil with pain, and wherein he considers right conduct to 
consist in justly calculating the items of pleasure and pain one against the 
other--1) p.<orp7Jor<K1i ort!xv7J-Will be astonished how a critic on Plato could 
write what is above cited. I am aware that there are other parts of Plato's 
dialogues in which he maintains a doctrine different from that just alluded 
to. Accordingly Stallbaum (in his Prolegomena to the Protagoras, p. 30) 
contends iliat Plato is here setting forth a doctrine not his own, but is 
reasoning on the principles of Protagoras, for the purpose of entrapping 
and confounding him....:" Qure hie de fortitudine disseruntur, ea item 
cavendum est ne protenus pro decretis mere Platonicis habeantur. Disputat 
enim Socrates pleraque omnia ad mentem ipsius Protagorre, ita quidem ut 
eum per suam ipsius rationem in fraudem et errorem inducat." 

I am happy to be able to vindicate Plato against the disgrace of so 
dishonest a spirit of argumentation as that which Stallbaum ascribes to 
him. Plato most certainly does not reason here upon the doctrines or 
principles of Protagoras : for the latter begins by positively denying the 
doctrine, and is only brought to admit it in a very qualified manner
c. 35, p. 351 D. He says in reply· to the question of Sokrates-ObK ol~" 
0.1rAiiJs oUTCdS, Ws aV fpwT~s, el fp.ol U.7roKpLTiov fctTlv, &s Ta 'l]OEa Te &tyaf 
fuTLV S:rra.vTa. Ka.l ,a, O.v1.ap}t JCa«d · &.A.Ad JI.OL OoKeL oV p.&vov 1rpOs T1]v vii 
aw61Cptertv tp.ol aer<f>all.ieror<pov £lvat a7roKp{vaer8at, all. A a K al 7r p 0 S 11" cf.wr f ~ 
orov ll.A.A.ov {3{ov orov ip.&v, on (ern p.ev a orwv .qaiwv obiC ternv O.-ya8d, 
lerort ae al; KCJ.l a "!'WV avtapwv obK tern ICCJ.Kd, (erorl ae &. tern, ICCJ.l orp{orov a 
oVOETepa, o~Te Katdt. o6-r, &:ya8cL 

There is something peculiarly striking in this appeal of Protagoras tc l' 
his whole past life, as rendering it impossible for him to admit what h€ 
evidently looked upon as a base theory, as Stallbaum pronounces it to be. 
Yet the latter actually ventures to take it away from Sokrates, who not 
only propounds it confidently, but reasons it out in a clear and forcible 
manner-and of fastening it on Protagoras, who first disclaims it and then 
only admits it under reserve ! t deny the theory to be base, though I 
think it an imperfect theory of ethics. But Stallbaum, who calls it so, was 
bound to be doubly careful in looking into his proof before he ascribed it 
to any one. What makes the case worse, is that he fastens it not only on 
Protagoras, but on the Sophists collectively, by that monstrous fiction 
which treats them as a doctrinal sect. 



The Sophists 343 
and conversation of Perikles. Let us now examine what Plato 
says about a third Sophist-Hippias of Elis ; who figures both 
in the dialogue called" Protagoras," and in two distinct dialogues 
known by the titles of "Hippias Major and Minor." Hippi~s 
is represented as distinguished for the wide range of his 
accomplishments, of which in these dialogues he ostentatiously 
boasts. He could teach astronomy, geometry, and arithmetic 
-which subjects Protagoras censured him for enforc.ing too 
much upon his pupils ; so little did these Sophists agree in 
any one scheme of doctrine or education. Besides this, he 
was a poet, a musician, an expositor of the poets, and a 
lecturer with a large stock of composed matter-on subjects 
moral, political, and even legendary-treasured up in a very 
retentive memory. He was a citizen much employed as envoy 
by his fellow-citizens : to crown all, his manual dexterity was 
such that he professed to have made with his own hands all 
the attire and ornaments which he wore on his person. If, as 
is sufficiently probable, he was a vain and ostentatious man
defects not excluding an useful and honourable career-we 
must at the same time give him credit for a variety of acquisi
tions such as to explain a certain measure of vanity.1 The 
style in which Plato handles Hippias is very different from that 
in which he treats Protagoras. It is full of sneer and con
temptuous banter, insomuch that even Stallbaum,2 after having 
repeated a great many times that this was a vile Sophist who 
deserved no better treatment, is forced to admit that the 
petdance is carried rather too far, and to suggest that the 
dialogue must have been a juvenile work of Plato. Be this as 
it may, amidst so much unfriendly handling, not only we find 

o imputation against Hippias of having preached a low or 
orrupt morality, but Plato inserts that which furnishes good, 
3otlgh indirect, proof of the contrary. For Hippias is made 
o say that he had already delivered, and was about to deliver 
tgain, a lecture composed by himself with great care, wherein 
1e enlarged upon the aims and pursuits which a young man 
mght to follow. The scheme of his discourse was, that after 
.he capture of Troy, the youthful N eoptolemus was introduced 
1s asking the advice of Nestor about his own future conduct; 
in reply to which, Nestor sets forth to him what. was the plan 
of life incumbent on a young man of honourable aspirations, 

1 See about Hippias, Plato, Protagoras, c. 9, p. 318 E; Stallbaum, 
Prolegom. ad Platon. Hipp. Maj. p. 147 seq. ; Cicero, de Orator, iii. 33; 
Plato, Hipp. Minor, c. ro, p. 368 B. t 2 Stallbaum, Prol~. ad Plat. Hipp. Maj. p. rso. 



344 History of Greece 
and unfolds to him the full details of regulated and virtuous 
conduct by which it ought to be filled up. The selection of 
two such names, among the most venerated in all Grecian 
legend, as monitor and pupil, is a stamp clearly attesting the 
vein of sentiment which animated the composition. Morality 
preached by Nestor for the edification of Neoptolemus, might 
possibly be too high for Athenian practice ; but most certainly 
it would not err on the side of corruption, Selfishness, or·over
indulgence. We may fairly presume that this discourse com
posed by Hippias would not be unworthy, in spirit and purpose, 
to be placed by the side. of "The Choice of Hercules," nor its 
author by that of Prodikus as a moral teacher. 

The dialogue entitled "Gorgias" iD; Plato, is carried on by 
Sokrates with three different persons one after the other~ 
Gorgias, Polus, and Kallikles. Gorgias (of Leontini in Sicily), 
as a rhetorical teacher, acquired greater celebrity than any man 
of his time, during the Peloponnesian war : his abundant 
powers of illustration, his florid or11aments, his artificial struc
ture of sentences distributed into exact antithetical fractions
all spread a new fashion in the art of speaking, which for the 
time was very popular, but afterwards became discredited. If 
the line could be clearly drawn between rhetors and sophists, 
Gorgias ought rather to be ra,nked with the former. 1 In the 
conversation with Gorgias, Sokrates exposes the fallacy and 
imposture of rhetoric and rhetorical teaching, as cheating an 
ignorant audience into persuasion without knowl~dge, and as 
framed to satisfy the passing caprice, without any regard to 
the permanent welfare and improvement of the people. What
ever real inculpation ,may be conveyed in these arguments 
against a rhetorical teacher, Gorgias must bear in common 
with Isokrates and Quintilian, and under the shield of Aristotle. 
But save and except rhetorical teaching, no disseminatioh of 
corrupt morality is ascribed to him by Plato;· who indeed 
treats him with a degree of respect which surprises the 
commentators,2 - · · 

· . The tone of the dialogue changes materially when it passes 
to Polus and Kallikles, the former of whom is described as a 
writer on rhetoric,· and probably a teacher also.8 · There is 
much insolence in Polus, and no small asperity in Sokrates. 
Yet the former maintains no arguments whicli justify the 

1 Plato, Menon, p. 95 A; Foss, De Gorgia Leontino, p. 27 seq. 
2 See the observations of Groen van Prinsterer and Stallbaum-Stallbaum 

ad Platon. Gorg. c. I. 
. 3 Plato, Gorgias, c. I 7, p. 462 B. 



The Sophists 34S. 
-1,_: n;l of immorality against himself or his fellow-teachers. 

,_:,J.~nds the tastes and sentiments common to every man. 
. i ;r ,,,ce, and shared even by the most estimable Athenians

ri], , s, Nikias, and Aristokrates; 1 while Sokrates prides. 
_;,;:>lf on standing absolutely alone, and having no support 
: t from his irresistible dialectics, whereby he is sure of 

,. or·· •,g reluctant admission fro111 his adversary. How far 
· ~·a<cs may be right; I do not now inquire : it is sufficient 

'; P0lus, standing as he does amidst company at once so 
:::cYms and so irreproachable, cannot be fairly denounced 
"- p. •isoner of the youthful mind. 
'',)us presently hands over the' dialogue to Kallikles, who 
.c: _ represented, doubtless, as laying down doctrines openly 

... J avowedly anti-social. He distinguishes between the law 
·JI nn:ure and the law (both written and unwritten, for the· 
.r~,k word substantially includes both) of society. According 

"' ~.ne law of nature (Kallikles says) the strong man-the 
•.,;<-~r or more capable man-puts forth his strength to the full 

•u• iw; own advantage, without limit or restraint; overcomes. 
' 1c:: resistance which weaker men are able to offer ; and seizes 

,- h:mself as much as he pleases of 'the matter of enjoyment. 
~ has no occasion to restrain any of•his p.ppetites or desires; 

-. -~ dOre numerous and pressing they are, so much the better 
v h: m-since his power -affords him the means of satiating 

• · <m all. The manyr who have the misfortune to be weak,. 
::.-.st be content with that which he leaves them, and submit 

: J It as best they can. This (Kallikles says) is what actually 
~pr,.~ns in a state of natm;e; ·this is what is accounted just, as 

·· ev;dent by the practice i;>f independent. communities, not 
"'~kded in one common politicar soCiety, towards each other; 
•· " is justice, by nature, or according to the law of nature. 
·;u · . .-;hen men come into society, all this is reversed. The 
· · ·IOrity of individuals know very well that they are weak, and 

.. ~ tneir only chance of security or comfort consists in estab
-' :.--g laws to restrain the strong man, reinforced by a moral 
: -jon of praise and blame devoted to the same general end. 
:ley catch him like a young lion whilst his mind is yet tender, 

' ?'.ato, Gorgias, c. 27, p. 472 A. Kal vvv (says Sokrat~s) 1repl ;:,, c;/, 
'}'-l·t OA.l'You uo1. 1r&11Tes uvp.cp-f}qovfft -rliiJTa'A8rwa7o' Kal ~fvo'-Jlap'T'up-hcrovul 
'· 'dll'· }'Ell {3o6ll.p, Nucias lJ NLK'Ip&:rov Kal ol &lieli.<J>ol I'•"' abTov-~ilv lie 
'"~'• 'Apto;To«pci.~'IS lJ ~Kell.l\lo;~av_ lie /3o~l\p, 7) 'f!<ptKI\Iovs 81\'7 ol«la ~ 

I O'V')'')'EVELa, l)VT!Va IJ.v /3ovll.p TWV lv8aliE EKAE~a<T8aL. 'All.ll.' E"fW 
· .s tJv o!Jx lJp.ol\o-yw • •• , • 'E-yw lie ll.v p.1i <TE aVTOV ~va ilvTa 
··<:<~ 1rapci.<Txwp.a1 lJp.ol\o')'OVVTa 1repl &v ll.t')'w, ouli€v oip.aL ll.~wv 1\0')'0V p.or 
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and fascinate him by talk and training into a disposition cor 
formable to that measure and equality which the law enjoim 
Here, then, is justice according to the law of society; 1 

factitious system built up by the many for their own protectit 
and happiness, to the subversion of the law of nature, whic. 
arms the strong man with a right to encroachment and licence 
Let a fair oppottunity occur, and the favourite of nature wi 
be seen to kick off his harness, tread down the laws, brea 
through the magic circle of opinion around him, and stan 
forth again as lord and master of the many; regaining thr 
glorious position which nature has assigned to him as his right 
Justice by nature-and justice by law and society-are thuF 
according to Kallikles, not only distinct, but mutually cm , 
tradictory. He accuses Sokrates of having jumbled the tw0 
together in his argument. 1 

It has been contended by many authors, that this anti-socia 
reasoning (true enough, in so far as it states simple 2 matter o· 
fact and probability-immoral, in so far as it erects the powe, 
of the strong man into a right; and inviting many comments, 
if I could find a convenient place for them) represents the 
morality commonly and publicly taught by the persons called 
Sophists at Athens.3 I deny this assertion emphatically. Even 

1 This doctrine asserted by Kallikl~s will be found in Plato, Gorgias, 
c. 39, 40, pp. 483, 484. . 

2 See the same matter-of-fact strongly stated by Sokrates in the Memorab. 
-of Xenophon, ii. I, r 3· 

3 Schleiermacher (in the Prolegomena to his translation of the Theretetus, 
p. 183) represents that Plato intended to refute Aristippus in the person of 
Kallikles ; which supposition he sustains by remarking that Aristippus 

.affirmed that there was 1to such thing as just£ce by 1tatzwe, but only by 
law and convention. But the affirmation of Kallikles is the direct contrar) 
of that which Schleiermacher ascribes to Aristippus. Kallikles not onl) 
.does not deny justice by nature, but affirms it in the most direct manner
-explains what it is, that it consists in the right of the strongest man t• 
make use of his strength without any regard to others-and puts it abo' 
the justice of law and society, in· respect to authority. . 

Ritter and Brandis are yet more incorrect in their accusations of th 
Sophists, founded upon this same doctrine. The former says (p. s8r)- I 

"It is affirmed as a common tenet of the Sophists-there is no right l. 
nature, but only by convention :" compare Brandis, p. 521. The vet 
pfissages to which these writers refer, as far as they prove anything, prov 
the contrary of what they assert : and Preller actually imputes the contrar 
tenets to the Sophists (Histor. Philosoph. c. 4, p. 130, Hamburg 183~ 
with just as little authority. Both Ritter and Brandis charge the Sophist 
with wickedness for this alleged tenet-for denying that there was ar 
right by nature, and allowing no right except by convention ; a doctrir. 
which had been maintained before them by Achelaus (Diogen. Laert. i.t 
r6). Now Plato (Legg. x. p. 889), whom these writers refer to, charge:r 
certain wise men-uoq>ovs loLC{n·a.s 'T€ Ka.l 1rot7JTCts (Qe does not mentiorl 
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f I had no ether evidence to sustain my denial, except what 
>.as been already extracted from the unfriendly writings of 
lato himself, respecting Protagoras and Hippias-with what 

re know from Xenophon about Prodikus-1 should consider 
ny case made out as vindicating the Sophists generally from 
;uch an accusation. If refutation to the doctrine of Kallikles 
~ere needed, it would be obtained quite as efficaciously from 
rrodikus and Protagoras as from Sokrates and Plato. , 
. But this is not the strongest part of the vindication. 

First, Kallikles himself is not a Sophist, nor represented by 
?lato as such. He is a young Athenian citizen, of rank and 
1tation, belonging to the deme Achamre; he is intimate with 
>ther young men of condition in the city, has recently entered 
nto active political life, and bends his whole soul towards it ; 
1e disparages philosophy, and speaks with utter contempt about 
:he Sophists.1 If then it were even just (which I do not admit) 
:o infer from opinions put into the mouth of one Sophist, that the 
;arne were held by another or by all of them-it would not be the 
ess unjust to draw the like inference from opinions professed by 
me who is not a Sophist, and who despises the whole profession. 

Secondly, if any man will read attentively the course of the 
:lialogue, he will see that the doctrine of Kallikles is such as no 
me dared publicly to propound. So it is conceived both by 
Kallikles himself and by Sokrates. The former first takes up 
:he conversation by saying that his predecessor P6lus had 
Jecome entangled in a contradiction, because he had not 
:ourage enough openly to announce an unpopular and odious 
:loctrine; but he (Kallikles) was· less shamefaced, and would 
;peak out boldly that doctrine which others kept to themselves 
'or fear of shocking the hearers. "Certainly (says Sokrates to 
1im) your audacity is abundantly shown by the doctrine which 
rou have just laid down-you set forth plainly that which other 
Jeople think, but do not choose to utter." 2 Now, opinions 

)ophists)-with wickedness, but on the ground directly opposite; because 
hey d£d acknowledge a rz"ght by nature, of greater authority than the r£ght 
aid down by the legislator ; and because they encouraged pupils to follow 
his supposed right of nature, disobeying the law; interpreting the right of 
1ature as Kallikles does in the Gorgias ! 

Teachers are thus branded as wicked men by Ritter and Brandis, for 
he negative, and by Plato (if he here means the Sophists), for the 
ffirmative doctrine. 

1 Plato, Gorgias, c. 37, p. 481 D; c. 41, p. 485 B, D; c. 42, p. 487 C; 
;. so, p. 49S B; c. 70, p. SIS A. uv p.ev ain·bs ll.p-r< ll.px•• wp&.-r,.etv ,.c. 
·~s ?rOAEWs wp&.')lp.a-ra : compare c; ss, p. soo C. His contempt for the 
)ophists, c. 75, p. 519 E, with the note of Heindorf. · 

ll Plato, Gorgias, t 38, p. 482 E. 'H: ·ra!JT'f/S ')lap a~ Ti)s OJlOAO')I[as av-ros 
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of which Polus, an insolent young man, was afraid to proclai1 : 
himself the champion, must have been revolting indeed to th I 
sentiments of hearers. How then can any reasonable mar 
believe, that such opinions were not only openly propounded 
but seriously inculcated as truth upon audiences of youthful 
hearers, by the Sophists ? We know that the teaching of th~ 
latter was public in the highest degree; publicity was pleasin 
as well as profitable to them; among the many disparagin 
epithets heaped upon them, ostentation and vanity are two o 
the most conspicuous. Whatever they taught, they taugh 
publicly; and I contend, with full conviction, that had the), 
even agreed with Kallikles in this opinion, they could neith{ i 
have been sufficiently audacious, nor sufficiently their owrl 
enemies, to make it a part of their public teaching ; but would, 
have acted like Polus, and kept the doctrine to themselves. 

Thirdly, this latter conclusion will be rendered doubly cer
tain, when we consider of what city we are now speaking. Of 
all places in the world, the democratical Athens is the last in 
which the doctrine advanced by Kallikles could possibly have 
been professed by a public teacher; or even by Kallikles him
self, in any public meeting. It is unnecessary to remind the 
reader how profoundly democratical was the sentiment and 
morality of the Athenians-how much they loved their laws, 
their constitution, and their political equality-how jealous 
their apprehension was of any nascent or threatening des
potism. All this is not simply admitted, but even exaggerated, 
by Mr. Mitford, Wachsmuth, and other anti-democratical 
writers, who often draw from it materials for their abundant 
censures. Now the very point which Sokrates (in this dialogue 
called "Gorgias ") seeks to establish against Kallikles, against 
the Rhetors, and against the Sophists,-is, that they courted, 
flattered, and truckled to the sentiment of the Athenian people, 
with degrading subservience ; that they looked to the immediate 
gratification simply, and not to permanent moral improvement 

~11"b <TOV <TVp.11"00t<T8•ls ~~~ To'is AO')'OLS ~11"E<TTOp.!<T8'1 (Polus), aluxvv8Els a 
tv&et el1re'iv' <TO "Yiip -rrfi livn, & }?.cfucpa-res, els -rotav-ra I>"Y<LS cpop-rucil. Kal 
0'1P.71"fOpt1Cci.,, cpcJ.<TICW"_. T~~ d;\~8E~av OL~ICEL~. ; •• ; til.v o,liv TLS a~<TXVV7)· 
Tat Kal p.?J -ro>\p.g "-"7"" ll.?r•p vo<t, ava-yl(a.(<-ra.t <va.v-r!a. "-•"Y••v. 

Kal p.~v (says Sokrat~s to Kallikles, c. 42, p. 4~7 D) 15n -r• oTos el 
7r a p p '1 <T t rf. ( E If 8 at l(al p.~ altfXVV<<T8at, aV70S TE </>VS !Cal <I AO-yos, ~I' o>\[-ya. 
1rp6-repov l>\e-yes, 6p.o>\o-ye1 <Tot. Again, c. 47, p. 492 D. OvK &-yevvws -y•, 
J, Ka>\;\{ICA<ts, t11"<~EPX" -rrfi AO')'If 7rapp7)<Tta(op.•vos' uacpws -yitp ub vv> 
AE-yets, & o[ lfAAot OtavooVvTctt p.~v, AJ"'(fHP 0~ ob~e ~(J~J...ovfft. 

Again from Kallikl~s-& <-r~ 11o• vilv ..rapp'l<Tta(&p.evos ?ce-yw-c. 46, 
p. 491 E. 
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f the people-that they had not courage to address to them 

,ny unpalatable truths, however salutary, but would shift and 
nodify 9pinions in every way, so as to escape giving offence 1 

-that no man who put himself prominently forward at Athens 
had any chance of success, unless he became moulded and 
tssimilated, from the core, to the people and their type of 
entiment. 2 Granting such charges to be true, how is it con
:eivable that any Sophist, or any Rhetor, could venture to 
mforce upon an Athenian public audience the doctrine laid 
lown by Kalliklt~s? To tell such an audience-" Your laws 
and institutions are all violations of the law of nature, contrived 
·) disappoint the Alkibiades or Napoleon among you of his 
natural right to become your master, and to deal with you petty 
men as his slaves. All your unnatural precautions and con
ventional talk, in favour of legality and equal dealing, will turn 
out to be nothing better than pitiful impotence,3 as soon as he 
finds a good opportunity of standing forward in his full might 
and energy-so as to put you into your proper places, and show 
you what privileges Nature intends for her favourites ! " Con
ceive such a doctrine propounded by a lecturer to assembled 
Athenians! A doctrine just as revolting to Nikias as to Kleon, 
and which even Alkibiades would be forced to affect to dis
approve ; since it is not simply anti-popular-not simply 
despotic-but the drunken extravagance of despotism. The 
Great man as depicted by Kallikles stands in the same relation 
to ordinary mortals, as Jonathan Wild the Great in the admir
able parody of Fielding. 

That Sophists, whom Plato accuses of slavish flattery to the 
democratical ear, should gratuitously insult it by the proposition 

1 This quality is imputed by Sokrat€s to Kallikl~s in a remarkable 
passage of the Gorgias, c. 37, p. 481 D, E, the substance of which is thus 
stated by Stallbaum in his note-" Carpit Socrates Calliclis levitatem, 
mobili populi turbre nunquam non blandientis et ad ulan tis." 

It is one of the main points of Sokrates in the dialogue, to make out 
that the practice (for he will not call it an art) of Sophists, as well as 
Rhetors, aims at nothing but the immediate gratification of the people, 
without any regard to their ultimate or durable benefit-that they are 
branches of the widely-extended knack of flattery (Gorgias, c. 19, p. 464 
D; c. 20, P· 465 c; c. 56, P· 501 c; c. 75, p. 52o BJ. 

2 Plato, Gorgias, c. 68, p. 513 B. Ob /'ap p.tp:rrrijv oei: elvat, 6,;>.;>.' a~Totj>vws 
8p.otov ToVTots, el p.b ... AE:ts .,., ")'V1}cnov O:rrep'Yd(etrBcu eis C/Jti\(av 'Tci ,A8rwalc,.tv 
Ofuup. . . . dOtr'TtS' oOv lTE ToV-ra~s Op.o!&Ta'ToV &.7rfp')'ci.CfE'TCJ.,, oO'T&s O"E 7rotfJue~., 
&s brt8vp.ei:s ?l"OAtTucos elva<, 1I'OAt7'ti<OV 1<al p1/Topt!<OV' Trf afJ.,.;;w -yap 1)8ea 
AE')'O/",VWV .,.;;IV AO/'WV i!l<ad7'0t xalpovtTl, Tlf li€ aAA07'(1l'f' t.xeovTat. 

3 Plato, Gorgias, c. 46, p. 492 C (the words of Kallikll's). Tao~ li;>.;>.a 
Tav.,.' ~.,..,.l .,.('t "a;>.;>..,,..[.,.p.aTa, Ta 7rapa cpvutv l;vv8~p.aTa, U.v8pw7rwll cp?..vapla 
!Cal o~llevos lil;ta. • 
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of such tenets-is an assertion not merely untrue, but utterly 
absurd. Even as to Sokrates, we know from Xenophon how 
much the Athenians were offended with him, and how much it 
was urged by the accusers on his trial, that in his conversations 
he was wont to cite with peculiar relish the description (in the 
second book of the Iliad) of Odysseus following the Grecian 
crowd when running away from the agora to get on shipboard, 
and prevailing upon them to come back-by gentle words 
addressed to the chiefs, but by blows of his stick, accompanied 
with contemptuous reprimand, to the common people. The 
indirect evidence thus afforded that Sokrates countenanced 
unequal dealing and ill-usage towards the Many, told much 
against him in the minds of the Dikasts. What would they 
have felt then towards a Sophist who publicly professed ·the 
political morality of Kallikles ? The truth is-not only was it 
impossible that any such morality, or anything of the same 
type, even much diluted, could find its way into the educa· 
tiona! lectures of professors at Athens,-but the fear would be 
in the opposite direction. If the Sophist erred in either way, 
it would be in that which Sokrates imputes-by making his 
lectures over-democratical. Nay, if we suppose any oppor
tunity to have arisen of discussing the doctrine of Kallikles, he 
would hardly omit to flatter the ears of the surrounding demo
crats by enhancing the beneficent results of legality and equal 
dealing, and by denouncing this " natural despot" or undis
closed Napoleon, as one who must either take his place under 
such restraints, or find a place in some other city. 

I have thus shown, even from Plato himself, that the doc
trine ascribed to Kallikles neither did enter, nor could have 
entered, into the lectures of a Sophist or professed teacher. 
The same conclusion may be maintained respecting the doctrine 
of Thrasymachus in the first book of the " Republic." Thrasy
machus was a rhetorical teacher, who had devised precepts 
respecting the construction of an oration and the training of 
young men for public speaking. It is most probable that he 
confined himself, like Gorgias, to this department, and that he 
did not profess to give moral lectures, like Protagoras and 
Prodikus. But granting him to have given such, he would not 
talk about justice in the way in which Plato makes him talk, if 
he desired to give any satisfaction to an Athenian audience. 
The mere brutality and ferocious impudence of demeanour 
even to exaggeration, with which Plato invests him-is in itse 
a strong proof that the doctrine, ushered in with such a preface, 
was not that of a popular and acceptable• teacher, winning 
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favour in public audiences. He defines justice to be "the 
interest of the superior power ; that rule, which, in every 
society, the dominant power prescribes, as being for its own 
advantage." A man is just (he says) for the advantage of 
another, not for his own : he is weak, cannot help himself, and 
must submit to that which the stronger authority, whether 
despot, oligarchy, or commonwealth, commands. 

The theory is essentially different from the doctrine of 
Kallikles, as set forth a few pages back ; for Thrasymachus 
does not travel out of society to insist upon anterior rights 
dating from a supposed state of nature-he takes societies as 
he finds them, recognising the actual governing authority of 
each as the canon and constituent of justice or injustice. Stall
baum and other writers have incautiously treated the two 
theories as if they were the same ; and with something even 
worse than want of caution, while they pronounce the theory of 
Thrasymachus to be detestably immoral, announce it as hav
ing been propounded not by him only, but by The Soplzists
thus, in their usual style, dealing with the Sophists as if they 
were a school, sect, or partnership with mutual responsibility. 
Whoever has followed the evidence which I have produced 
respecting Protagoras and Prodikus, will know how differently 
these latter handled the question of justice. 

But the truth is, that the theory of Thrasymachus, though 
incorrect and defective, is not so detestable as these writers 
represent. What makes it seem detestable, is, the style and 
manner in which he is made to put it forward, which causes the 
just man to appear petty and contemptible, while it surrounds 
the unjust man with enviable attributes. Now this is precisely 

.the circumstance which revolts the common sentiments of man
kind, as it revolts also the critics who read what is said by 
Thrasymachus. The moral sentiments exist in men's minds in 
complex and powerful groups, associated with some large words 
and emphatic forms of speech. Whether an ethical theory 
satisfies the exigencies of reason, or commands and answers to 
all the phrenomena-a common audience will seldom give 
themselves the trouble to consider with attention: but what 
they imperiously exact-and what is indispensable to give the 
theory any chance of success, is, that it shall exhibit to their 
feelings the just man as respectable and dignified, and the 

njust man as odious and repulsive. Now that which offends 
k .1 the language ascribed to Thrasymachus, is, not merely the 
absence, but the reverse, of this condition-the presentation of 
the just man as •weak and silly, and of injustice in all the 
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,prestige of triumph and dignity. And for this very reason I 
venture to infer that such a theory was never propounded by 
Thrasymachus to any public audience in the form in which it 
.appears in Plato. For Thrasymachus was a rhetor, who had 
studied the principles of his art : now we know that these com
mon sentiments of an audience, were precisely what the rhetors 
best understood, and always strove to conciliate. Even from 
the time of Gorgias, they began the practice of composing 
beforehand declamations upon the general heads of morality, 
which were ready to be introduced into actual speeches as 
occasion presented itself, and in which appeal was made to the 
moral sentiments foreknown as common, with more or less of 
modification, to all the Grecian assemblies. The real Thrasy
machus, addressing any audience at Athens, would never have 
wounded these sentiments, as the Platonic Thrasymachus is 
made to do in the" Republic." Least of all would he have done 
this, if it be true of him, as Plato asserts of the Rhetors and 
Sophists generally, that they thought about nothing but court
ing popularity, without any sincerity of conviction. 

Though Plato thinks fit to bring out the opinion of Thrasy
machus with accessories unnecessarily offensive, and thus to 
enhance the dialectical triumph of Sokrates by the brutal 
manners of the adversary-he was well aware that he had not 
done justice to the opinion itself, much less confuted it. The 
proof of this is, that in the second book of the" Republic," after 
Thrasymachus has disappeared, the very same opinion is taken 
up by Glaukon and Adeimantus, and set forth by both of them 
(though they disclaim entertaining it as their own), as suggest
ing grave doubts and difficulties which they desire to hear 
solved by Sokrates. Those who read attentively the discourses 
of Glaukon and Adeimantus, will see that the substantive 
opinion ascribed to Thrasymachus, apart from the brutality 
with which he is made to state it, does not even countenance 
the charge of immoral teaching against hzm-much less against 
the Sophists generally. Hardly anything in Plato's compo
sitions is more powerful than those discourses. They present 
in a perspicuous and forcible manner, some of the most serious 
difficulties with which ethical theory is required to grapple. 
And Plato can answer them only in one way-by taking society 
to pieces, and reconstructing it in the form of his imaginary 
republic. The speeches of Glaukon and Adeimantus form the 
immediate preface to the striking and elaborate description 
which he goes through, of his new state of society, nor do they 
receive any other answer than what is implied iPl that description. 
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Plato indirectly confesses that he cannot answer them, assuming 
social institutions to continue unreformed: and his reform is 
sufficient! y fundamental,l 

1 I omitted to notice the Dialogue of Plato entitled Euthydemus, wherein 
Sokrates is introduced in conversation with the two persons called Sophists, 
Euthydemus and Dionysodorus, who are represented as propounding a 
number of verbal quibbles, assertions of double sense, arising from equivocal 
grammar or syntax-fallacies of mere diction, without the least plausibility 
as to the sense-specimens of jest and hoax (p. 278 B). They are de
scribed as extravagantly conceited, while Sokrates is painted with his usual 
affectation of deference and modesty. He himself, during a part of the 
dialogue, carries on conversation in his own dialectical manner with the 
youthful Kleinias ; who is then handed over to be taught by Euthydemus 
and Dionysodorus ; so that the contrast between their style of questioning, 
and that of Sokrates, is forcibly brought out. 

To bring out this contrast, appears to me the main purpose of the dia
logue-as has already been remarked by Socher and others (see Stallbaum, 
Prolegom. ad Euthydem. p. 15-65): but its construction, its manner, and 
its result (previous to the concluding conversation between Sokrates and 
Kriton separately), is so thoroughly comic, that Ast, on this and other 
grounds, rejects it as spurious and unworthy of Plato (see Ast, tiber Platons 
Leben und Schriften, p. 414-418). 

Without agreeing in Ast's inference, I recognise the violence of the cari
cature which Plato has here presented under the characters of Euthydemus 
and Dionysodorus. And it is for this reason, among many others, that I 
protest the more emphatically against the injustice of Stallbaum and the 
commentators generally, who consider these two persons as disciples of 
Protagoras, and samples of what is called "Sophistica "-the Sophistical 
Practice-the Sophists generally. There is not the smallest ground for 
considering these two men as disciples of Protagoras, who is presented to 
us, even by Plato himself, under an aspect as totally different from them as 
it is possible to imagine. Euthydemus and Dionysodorus are described, by 
Plato himself in this very dialogue, as old men who had been fencing
masters, and who had only within the last two years applied themselves to 
the eristic or controversial dialogue (Euthyd. c. 1, p. 272 C; c. 3, p. 273 
E). Schleiermacher himself accounts their personal importance so mean, 
that he thinks Plato could not have intended to attack them, but meant to 
attack Antisthenes and the Megaric school of philosophers (Prolegom. ad 
Euthydem. vol. iii. pp. 403, 404, of his translation of Plato). So con
temptible does Plato esteem them, that Krito blames Sokrates for having so 
far degraded himself as to be seen talking with them before many persons 
(p. 305 B, c. 30). 

The name of Protagoras occurs only once in the dialogue, in reference to 
the doctrine, started by Euthydemus, that false propositions or contra
dictory propositions were impossible, because no one could either think 
about, or talk about, that which was not or the non-existent (p. 284 A ; 
286 C). This doctrine is said by Sokrates to have been much talked of 
" by Protagoras and by men yet earlier than he." It is idle to infer from 
such a passage any connexion or analogy between these men and Prota
goras-as Stallbaum labours to do throughout his Prolegomena ; affirming 
(in his note on p. 286 C) most incorrectly, that Protagoras maintained this 
doctrine about TO p.f, liv or the non-existent, because he had too great faith 
in the evidence of tl'le senses-whereas we know from Plato that it had its 
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I call particular attention to this circumstance, without which 

we cannot fairly estimate the Sophists, or practical teachers 
of Athens, face to face with their accuser-general-Plato_ He 
was a great and systematic theorist, whose opinions on ethics, 
politics, cognition, religion, &c_, were all wrought into harmony 
by his own mind, and stamped with that peculiarity which is 
the mark of an original intellect. So splendid an effort of 
speculative genius is among the marvels of the Grecian world. 
His dissent from all the societies which he saw around him, not 
merely democratical, but oligarchical and despotic also, was of 
the deepest and most radical character. Nor did he delude 
himself by the belief, that any partial amendment of that which 
he saw around could bring about the end which he desired: he 
looked to nothing short of a new genesis of the man and the 
citizen, with institutions calculated from the beginning to work 
out the full measure of perfectibility. His fertile scientific 
imagination realised this idea in the "Republic." But that very 
systematic and original character, which lends so much value 
and charm to the substantive speculations of Plato, counts as a 
deduction from his trustworthiness as critic or witness, in refer
ence to the living agents whom he saw at work in Athens and 
other cities, as statesmen, generals, or teachers. His criticisms 
are dictated by his own point of view, according to which the 
entire society was corrupt, and all the instruments who carried 
on its functions were of essentially base metal. Whoever will 
read either the "Gorgias" or the "Republic," will see in how 
sweeping and indiscriminate a manner he passes his sentence 
of condemnation. Not only all the Sophists and all the 
Rhetors 1-but all the musicians and dithyrambic or tragic 
poets-all the statesmen, past as well as present, not excepting 
even the great Perikles-receive from his hands one common 
stamp of dishonour. Every one of these men is numbered by 

rise with Parmenidi!s, who rejected the evidence of the senses entirely (see 
Plato, Sophist. 24, p. 237 A, with Heindorf and Stallbaum's notes). 
Diogenes Laertius (ix. 8, 53) falsely asserts that Protagoras was the first to 
broach the doctrine, and even cites as his witness Plato in the Euthydemus, 
where the exact contrary is stated. Whoever broached it first-it was a 
doctrine following plausibly from the then received Realism, and Plato was 
long perplexed before he could solve the difficulty to his own satisfaction 
(The:l!tet. p. r87 D). 

I do not doubt that there were in Athens persons who abused the dia
lectical exercise for frivolous puzzles, and it was well for Plato to compose a 
dialogue exhibiting the contrast between these men and Sokrates. But to 
treat Euthydemus and Dionysodorus as samples of " The Sophists," is 
altogether unwarranted. • 

1 Plato, Gorgias, c. 57, 58, pp. 502, 503. 
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Plato among the numerous category of flatterers, who minister 
to the immediate gratification and to the desires of the people, 
without looking to their permanent improvement, or making 
them morally better. "Perikles and Kimon (says Sokrates in 
the 'Gorgias ') are nothing but servants or ministers who supply 
the immediate appetites and tastes of the people ; just as the 
baker and the confectioner do in their respective departments, 
without knowing or caring whether the food will do any real 
good-a point which the physician alone can determine. As 
ministers, they are clever enough : they have provided the city · 
amply with tribute, walls, docks, ships, and such other follies: but 
I (Sokrates) am the only man in Athens who aim, so far as my 
strength permits, at the true purpose of politics-the mental im
provement of the people." 1 So wholesale a condemnation betrays 
itself as the offspring, and the consistent offspring, of systematic 
peculiarity of vision-the prejudice of a great and able mind. 

It would be not less unjust to appreciate the Sophists or the 
statesmen of Athens from the point of view of Plato, than the 
present teachers and politicians of England or France from 
that of Mr. Owen or Fourier. Both the one and the other 
class laboured for society as it stood at Athens : the statesmen 
carried on the business of practical politics, the Sophist trained 
up youth for practical life in all its departments, as family men, 
citizens, and leaders-to obey as well as to command. Both 
accepted the system as it stood, without contemplating the 
possibility of a new birth of society : both ministered to certain 
exigencies, held their anchorage upon certain sentiments, and 
bowed to a certain morality, actually felt among the living men 
around them. That which Plato says of the statesmen of 
Athens is perfectly true-that they were only servants or 
ministers of the people. He, who tried the people and the 

1 Plato, Gorgias, c. 72, 73, p. 517 (Sokrates speaks). 'Aii:TIOiis ilpa of 
~p:trporrOev 11.6-yot ,"\rrav, lin ouoiva -i]p.iis trrp.ev lfvlipa &.oyaO/w ')'E"'(OtlliTa 'Ta 
7rOALTtKa lV 'TjlOE 'Tjl 7r6/l.et. 

vn oat,u6vte, ouo' l")'W 1/tE"J'W TOVTOVS (Perikles and Kimon) {/,s ")'E OtaKOVOVS 
elva• 11"0/l.ews, &.11.11.&. p.ot lioKovrrt TOW ")'E vvv litaKoVtKW'Tepot r•rovtva• teal 
p.C./1./I.ov oTol .,.. ~K1ropl~Eiv 'T1}1r6/I.E1 ti>v ~ ... eevp.et. 'A/1./l.a ')lap p.e.,.af3•!3&.(e•v .,.a.s 
E7r&6up.las Ka.l p.1} l11"tTpl7retv, 1relOovTes Kal f3•a.(&p.evo& l7rl TOV'To, liOev ip.e/1./l.ov 
lt.p.elvovs tueu8at oi 7roAL-ra.t, &s trros el7re'iv, oVBEv T06TwJI ~dcpepov €Ke'ivot· 
01rep f.L6vov (pyov ~o-Tlv &ya8ofi 71"oi\lTov. 

-Avev rap rrwrpportVV'T/S Kal liucatortVV'T/S, 1\.tp.ovwv teal 'TELXOW Kal vewplwv Kal 
rp&pwv Kal 'TOtOV'TWII cpll.uaptwv ~fJ.11"E7rll.1}tearrt T1]v 1r0/l.w (c. 74, p. 519 A). 

Oip.al (says Sokrates, C· n. p. szr D) fJ.ET' oll.lrwv 'AO'T/VIllwv, 1va p.1} .r ... w 
p.&vos, E7rLXetpe'iv -riJ &s lz.A1]8ids 1roAtTLitfj ,-lxvp 1eal 1rpdTTEtv -rCt 1rOAt'Tucc\ 
Jl.OIIOS 'TWV vuv, li.TE oDv ou 7rpbs xdpw AO"'(WP 'TOVS 1\.o-yovs o~s AO")'W ~K&.rt'TO'TE, 
a/1./la ... pbs Tb {3oii.'Tt3-'TOV, ov 'll"pbs TO 1)1iLO"TOII, &c. 
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entire society by comparison with an imaginary standard of his 
own, might deem all these ministers worthless in the lump, as 
carrying on a system too bad to be mended; but nevertheless 
the difference between a competent and an incompetent 
minister-between Perikles and Nikias-was of unspeakable 
moment to the security and happiness of the Athenians. What 
the Sophists on their part undertook, was, to educate young 
men so as to make them better qualified for statesmen or 
ministers; and Protagoras would have thought it sufficient 
honour to himself-as well as sufficient benefit to Athens, 
which assuredly it would have been-if he could have inspired 
any young Athenian with the soul and the capacities of his 
friend and companion Perikles. 

So far is Plato from considering the Sophists as the corrupters 
of Athenian morality, that he distinctly protests against that 
supposition, in a remarkable passage of the "Republic." It is 
(he says) the whole people, or the society, with its established 
morality, intelligence, and tone of sentiment, which is intrin
sically vicious; the teachers of such a society must be vicious 
also, otherwise their teaching would not be received; and even 
if their private teaching were ever so good, its effect would be 
washed away, except in some few privileged natures, by the 
overwhelming deluge of pernicious social inftuences.1 Nor let 
any one imagine (as modern readers are but too ready to 
understand it) that this poignant censure is intended for Athens 
so far forth as a democracy. Plato was not the man to preach 
king-worship, or wealth-worship, as social or political remedies : 
he declares emphatically that not one of the societies then 
existing was such that a truly philosophical nature could be 
engaged in active functions under it. 2 These passages would 
be alone sufficient to repel the assertions of those who denounce 

1 This passage is in Republ. vi. 6, p. 492 seq. I put the first words of 
the passage (which is too long to be cited, but which richly deserves to be 
read, entire) in the translation given by Stallbaum in his note. 

Sokrates says to Adeimantus-" An tu quoque putas esse quidem 
sophistas, homines privatos, qui corrumpunt juventutem in quacunque re 
mentione digna ; nee illud tamen animadvertisti et tibi persuasisti, quod 
multo magis debebas, ipsos Athenienses turpissimos esse aliorem cor
ruptores?" 

Yet the commentator who translates this passage, does not scruple (in 
his Prolegomena to the Republic, p. xliv., xlv., as well as to the Dialogues) 
to heap upon the Sophists aggravated charges, as the actual corrupters of 
Athenian morality. 

2 Plato, Repub. vi. II, p. 497 B. }1.'1/~<p.lav &~lav <lva! TOW •·vv Kanf.· 
ITTaO'lV T?js <P•II.ouo<Pou </>60'<ws, &c. 

Compare Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 325 A. • 
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the Sophists as poisoners of Athenian morality, on the alleged 
authority of Plato. 

Nor is it at all more true that they were men of mere words, 
and made their pupils no better-a charge just as vehemently 
pressed against Sokrates as against the Sophists-and by the 
same class of enemies, such as Anytus, 1 Aristophanes, Eupolis, 
&c. It was mainly from Sophists like Hippias that the 
Athenian youth learnt what they knew of geometry, astronomy, 
and arithmetic : but the range of what is called special science, 
possessed even by the teacher, was at that time very limited ; 
and the matter of instruction communicated was expressed 
under the general title of" Words or Discourses," which were 
always taught by the Sophists, in connexion with thought and 
in reference to a practical use. The capacities of thought, 
speech and action-are conceived in conjunction by Greeks 
generally, and by teachers like Isokrates and Quintilian 
especially; and when young men in Greece, like the Breotian 
Proxenus, put themselves under training by Gorgias or any 
other Sophist-it was with a view of qualifying themselves, not 
merely to speak, but to act. 2 

Most of the pupils of the Sophists (as of Sokrates 3 himself) 
were young men of wealth ; a fact, at which Plato sneers, and 
others copy him, as if it proved that they cared only about high 
pay. But I do not hesitate to range myself on the side of 
Isokrates,4 and to contend that the Sophist himself had much 
to lose by corrupting his pupils (an argument used by Sokrates 
in defending himself before the Dikastery, and just as valid 
:n defence of Protagoras or Prodikus 6) and strong personal 
,nterest in sending them forth accomplished and virtuous-that 

, the best taught youth were decidedly the most free from crime 
and the most active towards good-that among the valuable 

1 4nytus was the accuser of Sokrates : his enmity to the Sophists may be 
;een m Plato, Meno, p. 91 C. 

2 Xenoph. Anabas. ii. 6. np6~·vos-•b9h p.E1p&.1<<0V &w br.96p.et -r•virr9cu 
?w~p 'Ttt p.e-y&.l>.a. ,.p&..,..,..,ll ll<a.vth• l<a.l lila Ta.6nw 'T~V E1T16up.la.v rliwi<E 
ron£~ anupiOV 'T<fi AeovT(VqJ . •••• Torro6n.v li' E1TI9up.wv, rrtp&lipa. lvO'l/AOV 
a.li Ked Toil-ro dxev, 8·n -roO-r~v o08~v &.v 6EAot K1"Ua8a.t p.ET?t. A.Ouda.s, O.Ai\0. q{w 
'T<fi Oll<a.iqJ l<a.l !<a.l>.<fi <ii•To lieiv 'T06Twv 'Tv-yx&.vew, ll.veu li~ T06'Twll wl,. 

Proxenus, as described by his friend Xenophon, was certainly a man who 
did no dishonour to the moral teaching of Gorgias. 

The connexion between thought, speech, and action, is seen even in the 
jests of Aristophanes upon the purposes of Sokrates and the Sophists

Nil<~" ,.p&.-rTwv Ka.l {Jovl>.e6wv Kal -rji -yl>.WT'T!l 1Tol>.•p.l(wv (Nubes, 418). 
3 Plato, Apol. Sokr. c. 10, p. 23 C. Protagoras, p. 328 C. 
4 See Isokr. Or. xv. De Perm. s. 218, 233, 235, 245, 254, 257. 
G Plato, Apol. Sofcrat. c. 13, p. 25 D. 
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ideas and feelings which a young Athenian had in his mind as 
well as among the good pursuits which he followed, those 
which he learnt from the Sophists counted nearly as the best
that, if the contrary had been the fact, fathers would not have 
continued so to send their sons, and pay their money. It was 
not merely that these teachers countervailed in part the tempta
tions to dissipated enjoyment, but also that they were personally 
unconcerned in the acrimonious slander and warfare of party in 
his native city-that the topics with which they familiarised 
him were, the general interests and duties of men and citizens
that they developed the germs of morality in the ancient 
legends (as in Prodikus's fable), and amplified in his mind all 
the undefined cluster of associations connected with the great 
words of morality-that they vivified in him the sentiment of 
Pan-Hellenic brotherhood-and that in teaching him the art of 
persuasion, 1 they could not but make him feel the dependence 
in which he stood towards those who were to be persuaded, 
together with the necessity under which he lay of so conducting 
himself as to conciliate their good will. 

The intimations given in Plato, of the enthusiastic reception 
which Protagoras, Prodikus, and other Sophists 2 met with in 
the various cities-the description which we read (in the 
dialogue called "Protagoras ") of the impatience of the youthful 
Hippokrates, on hearing of the arrival of the Sophist, insomuch 
that he awakens Sokrates before daylight, in order to obtain an 
introduction to the newcomer and profit by his teaching-the 
readiness of such rich young men to pay money, and to devote 
time and trouble, for the purpose of acquiring a persm.al 
superiority apart from their wealth and station-the ardour 
with which Kallias is represented as employing his house for. 
the hospitable entertainment, and his fortune for the aid, of the· 
Sophists-all this makes upon my mind an impression directly 
the reverse of that ironical and contemptuous phraseology with 
which it is set forth by Plato. Such Sophists had nothing to 
recommend them except superior knowledge and intellectual 
force, combined with an imposing personality, making itself 
felt in their lectures and conversation. It is to this that the 
admiration was shown ; and the fact that it was so shown, 
brings to,view the best attributes of the Greek, especially the 
Athenjan,/"mind. ·It exhibits those qualities of which Perikles 

1 S~~.t~ese points strikingly put by Isokrat~s-in the Orat. xv. De Per
mutatiofle, throughout, especially in sect. 294, 297,305, 307-and again by 
Xenoph. Memorab. i. 2, ro, in reference to the teachiwg of Sokrates. 

2 See a striking passage in Plato's Republic. x. c. 4, p. 600 C. 
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nade emphatic boast in his celebrated funeral oration 1-con
cption of public speech as a practical thing, not meant as an 
:xcuse for inaction, but combined with energetic action, and 
uming it to good account by full and open discussion before-
1and-profound sensibility to the charm of manifested intellect, 
Nithout enervating the powers of execution or endurance. 
Assuredly a man like Protagoras, arriving in a city with all his 
train of admiration laid before him, must have known very little 
of his own interest or position, if he began to preach a low or 
corrupt morality. If it be true generally, as Voltaire has re
marked, that "any man who should come to preach a relaxed 
morality would be pelted," much more would it be true of a 
Sophist like Protagoras, arriving in a foreign city with all the 
!Jrestige of a great intellectual name, and with the imagination 
~f youths on fire to hear and converse with him,-that any 
;imilar doctrine would destroy his reputation at once. Num
Jers of teachers have made their reputation by inculcating 
>Verstrained asceticism; it will be hard to find an example of 
uccess. in the opposite vein. 2 

1 Thucyd. ii 40. <J>til.olTo<J>ovp.•v li.v•v p.ail.cuclas - ob Tol>s ii.O"fOVS TOtS 
>')'<liS fJil.rf.{h)l! 71')'0VJi.€VOt-OtCI</><p0vTWS a:q KC!l T68€ (xop..v, &lTTO TOil.p.qv T< 
auTo! p.clil.tiTTCI «al 'll'<pl ifiv ~mx<<phlTop.•v ~«il.o-yl(elT8at. 
2 In an able and interesting criticism on these volumes (in the " Quarterly 

Review," No. clxxv. Art. ii. p. 53) the general drift of my remarks on the 
Sophists is stated in the following terse and perspicuous manner :-

"It is enough here to state, as briefly as possible, the contrast between 
Mr. Grote's view and the popular representation of the Sophists. Accord
ing to the common notion, they were a sect ; according to him, they were a 
~la-;s or profession. According to the common view, they were the propa
~ah :s of demoralising doctrines, and of what from them are termed 
suphistical' argumentations. According to Mr. Grote, they were the 

regular teachers of Greek morality, neither above nor below the standard of 
the age. According to the common view, Socrates was the great opponent 
of the Sophists, and Plato his natural successor in the same combat. 
According to Mr. Grote, Socrates was the great representative of the 
Sophists, distinguished from them only by his higher eminence, and by the 
peculiarity of his life and teaching. According to the common view, Plato 
and his followers were the authorised teachers, the established clergy of the 
Greek nation,-and the Sophists the dissenters. According to Mr. Grote, 
the Sophists were the established clergy, and Plato was the dissenter-the 
Socialist, who attacked the Sophists (as he attacked the poets and the 
;tatesmen) not as a particular sect, but as one of the existing orders of 
Jciety." :1\ Of ttflq 
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