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CHAPTER. LXXXIII 

ICILIAN AFFAIRS (continuet/)-FROM THE DESTRUCTION OF 
THE CARTHAGINIAN ARMY BY PESTILENCE BEFORE SYRA

CUSE, DOWN TO THE DEATH OF DIONYSIUS THE ELDER. 

B.C. 394-367 

1 IN my preceding chapter, I described the first eleven years of 
l1e reign of Dionysius called the Elder, as despot at Syracuse, 
.own to his first great war against the Carthaginians ; which 
rar ended by a sudden turn of fortune in his favour, at a time 
rhen he was hard pressed and actually besieged. The 
ictorious Carthaginian army before Syracuse was utterly 
uined by a terrible pestilence, followed by ignominious treason 
n"the part of its commander Imilkon. 

Within the space of less than thirty years, we read of four 
.is tinct epidemic distempers, 1 each of frightful severity, as 
,aving affiictea Carthage and her armies in Sicily, without 
)Uching either Syracuse or the Sicilian Greeks. Such 
pidemics were the most irresistible of all enemies to the 
:arthaginians, and the most effective allies to Dionysius. The 
econd and third-conspicuous allfong the many fortunate 
vents of his life-occurred at the exact juncture necessary for 
escuing him from a tide of superiority in the Carthaginian 

1 Diodor. xiii. 86-II4; xiv. 70; xv. 24. Another pestilence is alluded· 
) by Diodorus in 368 B.C. (Diodor:xv. 73). 
Movers notices the intense and frequent sufferings of the ancient Phoeni

ians, in their own country, from pestilence; and the fearful religious expia
ons to which these sufferings gave rise (Die Phonizier, vol. ii. part. ii • 
. g). 
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arms, which seemed in a fair way to overwhelm him cor 
pletely. Upon what physical conditions the frequent repetiti< 
-of such a calamity depended, together with the remarkable fa 
that it was confined to Carthage and her armies-we kno 
partially in respect to the third of the four cases, but not at '' 
in regard to the others. 

The flight of Imilkon with his Carthaginians from Syracw 
left Dionysius and the Syracusans in the full swing of triump: 
The conquests made by lmilkon were altogether lost, and tl 
Carthaginian dominion in Sicily was now cut down to th 
restricted space in the western corner of the island, which 
had occupied prior to the invasion of Hannibal in 409 B.c. ~ 
prodigious a success probably enabled Dionysius to put dov. 
the opposition recently manifested among the Syracusans 1 

the continuance of his rule. We are told that he was great 
embarrassed by his mercenaries; who, having been for son 
time without pay, manifested such angry discontent as 1 

threaten his downfall. Dionysius seized the person of the 
-commander, the Spartan Aristoteles: upon which the soldie 
mutinied and flocked in arms round his residence, demandir 
in fierce terms both the liberty of their commander and tl 
payment of their arrears. Of these demands, Dionysius elud< 
the first by saying that he would send away Aristoteles 
Sparta, to be tried and dealt with among his own countrymer 
.as to the s'econd, he pacified the soldiers by assigning to ther 
in exchange for their pay, the town and territory of Leontir 
Willingly accepting this rich bribe, the most fertile soil of tl 
island, the mercenaries quitted Syracuse to the number , 
ro,ooo, to take up their residence in the newly assigned towr 
while Dionysius hired new mercenaries in their place. 1 
these (including perhaps the Iberians or Spaniards who ha 
recently passed from the Carthaginian service into his) and 1 

the slaves whom he had liberated, he entrusted the maintenan( 
of his dominion.l 

These few facts, which are all that we hear, enable us to S( 

that the relations between Dionysius and the mercenaries l 
whose means he ruled Syracuse, were troubled and difficult 1 

manage. But they do not explain to us the full cause of su< 
discord. We know that a short time before, Dionysius hE 
rid himself of rooo obnoxious mercenaries by treacherous 
betraying them to death in a battle with the Carthaginian 
Moreover, he would hardly have seized the person of Arisl 

. teles, and sent him away for trial, if the latter had done nothi1 
1 Diodor. xiv. 78. 
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· more than demand pay really due to his soldiers. It seems 
:probable that the discontent of the mercenaries rested upon 
'deeper causes, perhaps connected with that movement in the 
· Syracusan mind against Dionysius, manifested openly in the 
·invective of Theodorus. We should have been glad also to 
know how Dionysius proposed to pay the new mercenaries, if 
he had no means of paying the old. The cost of maintaining 

·his standing army, upon whomsoever it fell, must have been 
burdensome in the extreme. What became of the previous 

'res1dents and proprietors at Leontini, who must have been 
dispossessed when this much-coveted site was transferred to the 
mercenaries? On all these points we are unfortunately left in 

· ignorance. 
· Dionysius now set forth towards .the north of Sicily to 
re-establish Messene ; while those other Sicilians, who had 
been expelled from their abodes by the Carthaginians, got 
together and returned. In reconstituting Messene after its 
demolition by Imilkon, he obtained the means of planting there 
a population altogether in his interests, suitable to the aggressive 
designs which he was already contemplating against Rhegium 

·and the other Italian Greeks. He established in it 1ooo 
'Lokrians,-4ooo persons from another city the name of which 

:'·we cannot certainly. make out, 1-and 6oo of the Peloponnesian 
· Messenians. These latter had been expelled by Sparta from 
Zakynthus and Naupaktus at the close of the Peloponnesian 

· war, and had taken service in Sicily with Dionysius. Even 
1here, the hatred of Sparta followed them. Her remonstrances 
against his project of establishing them in a city of considera
tion bearing their own ancient name, obliged him to withdraw 
them : upon which he planted them on a portion of the 

! Abakene territory on the northern coast. They gave to their 
new city the name of Tyndaris, admitted many new residents, 

·and conducted their affairs so prudently, a? presently to attain 
. a total of sooo citizens.2 Neither here, nor at Messene, do 
~·we find any mention made of the re-establishment of those 

•I 

;·. 1 Diodor. xiv. 78. I!.!OVVO"tOS o' els Mea-rr~vrw IUI!TcPI<UfE Xtl\lovs J.IEII 
. Ao~epovs, 'T<'TpaiCtrTXtl\lovs o€ M eo tp.va£ o v s, ~~a~eorrlovs o€ 'TWII liC ITeJI.or.ovv~-
1,uov Merrrr?)vlwv, t~e Te Za~evvOov ~eal Navmi.IC'Tov ¢ev")'&v.,.wv. 
· The Medimnreans are completely unknown. Cluverius and Wesseling 
conjecture Mcdma:ans, from Medmre or Medamre, noticed by Strabo as a 

··town in the south of Italy. But this supposition cannot be adopted as cer
tain ; especially as the total of persons named is so large. The conjecture 
.of Palmerius-M?)Ov,u.valovs-has still less to recommend it. See the note 
af W esseling. 

2 Diodor. xiv. 78. 
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inhabitants who had fled when Imilkon took Messene, and 
who formed nearly all the previous population of the city, for 
very few are mentioned as having been slain. It seems doubt
ful whether Dionysius readmitted them, when he reconstituted 
Messene. Renewing with care the fortifications of the city, 
which had been demolished by Imilkon, he placed in it some 
of his mercenaries as garrison. I 

Dionysius next undertook several expeditions against the 
Sikels in the interior of the island, who had joined Imilkon in 
his recent attack upon Syracuse. He conquered several of 
their towns, and established alliances with two of their most 
powerful princes, at Agyrium and Kentoripre. Enna and 
Kephalcedium were also betrayed to him, as well as the 
Carthaginian dependency of Soltis. By these proceedings, 
which appear to have occupied some time, he acquired power
ful ascendency in the central and north-east parts of the island, 
while his garrison at Messene ensured to him the command of 
the strait between Sicily and Italy.2 

His acquisition of this important fortified position was well 
understood to imply ulterior designs'against Rhegium and the 
other Grecian cities in the south of Italy, among whom accord 
ingly a lively alarm prevailed. The numerous exiles whorr. 
he had expelled, not merely from Syracuse, but also frorr 
Naxus, Katana, and the other conquered towns, having ni 
longer any assured shelter in Sicily, had been forced to cross 
over into Italy, where they were favourably received both at 
Kr6ton and at Rhegium. 3 One of these exiles, Heloris, once 
the intimate friend of Dionysius, was even appointed general 
of the forces of Rhegium; forces at that time not only powerful 
on land, but sustained by a fleet of 70 or So triremes.4 Under 
his command, a Rhegine force crossed the strait for the purpose 
partly of besieging Messene, partly of establishing the Naxiar. 
and Katanean exiles at Mylre on the northern coast of the 
island, not far from Messene. Neither scheme succeeded: 
Heloris was repulsed at Messene with loss, while the new 
settlers at Mylre were speedily expelled. The command ot 
the strait was thus fully maintained to Dionysius; who, on 
the point of undertaking an aggressive expedition over to Italy, 
was delayed only by the necessity of capturing the newly· 

1 Diodor. xiv. 87. 
2 Diodor. xiv. 78. Els ·dw 'TWV ~·tc•J\wv xwpo:v '1!'!\eov&.t<<S O''TpO:'TEVO'CJ:S, &c. 
Wesseling shows in his note, that these words, and those which follow, 

must refer to Dionysius, 
s Diodor. xiv. 87-103. ' Diodor. xiv. 8, 87, 106. 
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established Sikel town on the hill of Taurus-or Tauromenium. 
The Sikels defended this position, in itself high and strong, 
with unexpected valour and obstinacy. It was the spot on 
which the primitive Grecian colonists who first came to Sicily 
had originally landed, and from whence therefore the successive 
Hellenic encroachments upon the pre-established Sikel popula
tion had taken their commencement. This fact, well known 
to both parties, rendered the capture on one side as much 
a point of honour as the preservation on the other. Dionysius 
spent months in the siege, even throughout midwinter, while 
the snow covered this hill-top. He made reiterated assaults, 
which were always repulsed. At last, on one moonless winter 
night, he found means to scramble over some almost inaccessible 
crags to a portion of the town less defended, and to effect a 
lodgment in one of the two fortified portions into which it 
was divided. Having taken the first part, he immediately 
proceeded to attack the second. But the Sikels, resisting 
with desperate valour, repulsed him, and compelled the storm
ing party to flee in disorder, amidst the darkness of night and 

. over the most difficult ground. Six hundred of them were 
slain on the spot, and scarcely any escaped without throwing 
away their arms. Even Dionysius himself, being overthrown 
hy the thrust of a spear on his cuirass, was with difficulty 
picked up and carried off alive; all his arms except the cuirass 
being left behind. He was obliged to raise the siege, and was 
long in recovering from his wound : the rather as his eyes also 
had suffered considerably from the snow.l 

So manifest a reverse, before a town comparatively insignifi
cant, lowered his military reputation, and encouraged his 
enemies throughout the island. The Agrigentines and others, 
throwing off their dependence upon him, proclaimed themselves 
autonomous; banishing those leaders among them who upheld 
his interest.2 Many of the Sikels also, elate with the success 
of their countrymen at Tauromenium, declared openly against 

1 Diodor. xiv. 88. 
2 Piodor. xiv. 88. MeTe\ a~ Tf)V &.Tvxlo.v 'T0.6T1)11, 'AtcpO.")'O.II'TtVOI I<O.l Me<T

;r-hvtol Tovs T~ flt~v<Tlov <f>povovv'To.s fJ.~T~<TT'IJ<T&.p.evot, T1}s ~>..ev6eplas 
o.vTelxovTo, tco.l T1/S Tov Tvp&.vvov <TVp.fJ.o.;>c£o.s 0.11'E<TT1/<TO.v. 
·: It appears to me that the words 1<o.l Me<T<T-hv•o• in this sentence cannot 
be correct. The Messenians were a new population just established by 
Dionysius, and relying upon him for protection against Rhegium ; more· 
over they will appear, during the events immediately succeeding, constantly 
in conjunction wlth him, and obJects of attack by his enemies. 

I cannot but think that Diodorus has here inadvertently placed the word 
Me<r<rnv•o• instead of a name belonging to some other community-what 
community, we cannot tell. 



6 History of Greece 
him ; joining the Carthaginian general Magon, who now, fo: 
the first time since the disaster before Syracuse, again exhibitel 
the force of Carthage in the field. 

Since the disaster before Syracuse, Magon had remaine< 
tranquil in the western or Carthaginian corner of the island 
recruiting the strength and courage of his countrymen, an< 
taking unusual pains to conciliate the attachment of th{ 
dependent native towns. Reinforced in part by the exilet 
expelled by Dionysius, he was now in a condition to assum< 
the aggressive, and to espouse the cause of the Sikels aftei 
their successful defence of Tauromenium. He even venturec: 
to overrun and ravage the Messenian territory; but Dionysius 
being now recovered from his wound, marched against him, 
defeated him in a battle near Abakrena, and forced him agair 
to retire westward, until fresh troops were sent to him frorr 
Carthagc.1 

Without pursuing Magon, Dionysius rett.rned to Syracuse, 
from whence he presently set forth to execute his projecto 
against Rhegium, with a fleet of roo ships of war. So skilfull) 
did he arrange or mask his movements, that he arrived at 
night at the gates and under the walls of Rhegium, without 
the least suspicion on the part of the citizens. Applying 
combustibles to set fire to the gate (as he had once done 
successfully at the gate of Achradina),2 he at the same time 
planted his ladders against the walls, and attempted an escalade. 
Surprised and in small numbers, the citizens began their 
defence ; but the attack was making progress, had not the 
general Hel6ris, instead of trying to extinguish the flames, 
bethought himself of encouraging them by heaping on dry 
faggots and other matters. The conflagration became so 
violent, that even the assailants themselves were kept off 
until time was given for the citizens to mount the walls in 
force ; and the city was saved from capture by burning a 
portion of it. Disappointed in his hopes, Dionysius was 
obliged to content himself with ravaging the neighbouring 
territory; after which, he concluded a truce of one year with 
the Rhegines, and then returned to Syracuse.3 

This step was probably determined by news of the move
ments of Magon, who was in the field anew with a mercenary 
force reckoned at 8o,ooo men-Libyan, Sardinian, and Italian 
-obtained from Carthage, where hope of Sicilian success was 
again reviving. Magon directed his march through the Sikel 
population in the centre of the island, receiving the adhesion 

1 Diodor. xiv. 90-95. 2 Diodor. xiii. r IJ. 8 Diodor. xiv. 90· 
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of many of their various townships. •· Agyrium, however, the 
largest and most important of all, resisted him as an enemy. 
Agyris, the despot of the place, who had conquered much of 
the neighbouring territory, and had enriched himself by the 
murder of several opulent proprietors, maintained strict alliance 
with Dionysius. The latter speedily came to his aid, with 
a force stated at 2o,ooo men, Syracusans and mercenaries. 
Admitted into the city, and co-operating with Agyris, who 
furnished abundant supplies, he soon reduced the Carthaginians 
to great straits. Magon was encamped near the river Chrysas, 
between Agyrium and Morgantine ; in an enemy's country, 
harassed by natives who perfectly knew the ground, and who 
cut off in detail all his parties sent out to obtain provisions. 
The Syracusans, indeed, disliking or mistrusting such tardy 
methods, impatiently demanded leave to make a vigorous 
attack : and when Dionysius refused, affirming that with a 
little patience the enemy must be speedily starved out, they 
left the camp and returned home. Alarmed at their desertion, 
he forthwith issued a requisition for a large number of slaves 
to supply their places. But at this very juncture, there arrived 
a proposition from the Carthaginians to be allowed to make 
peace and retire; which Dionysius granted, on condition that 
they should abandon to him the Sikels and their territory
especially Tauromenium. Upon these terms peace was accord
ingly concluded, and Magon again returned to Carthage.1 

Relieved from these enemies, Dionysius was enabled to 
restore those slaves, whom he had levied under the recent 
requisition, to their masters. Having established his dominion 
fully among the Sikels, he again marched against Tauromenium, 
which on this occasion was unable to resist him. The Sikels, 
who had so valiantly defended it, were driven out, to make 
room for new inhabitants, chosen from among the mercenaries 
of Dionysius.2 

Thus master both of Messene and Tauromenium, the two 
most important maritime posts on the Italian side of Sicily, 
Dionysius prepared to execute his ulterior schemes against the 
Greeks in the south of Italy. These still powerful, though 
once far more powerful, cities were now suffering under a 
cause of decline common to all the Hellenic colonies on the 
coast of the continent. The indigenous population of the 
interior had been reinforced, or enslaved, by more warlike 
emigrants from behind, who now pressed upon the maritime 
Grecian cities with encroachment difficult to resist. 

1 Diodor. xiv. 95-96. 2 Diodor. xiv. g6. 
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It was the Samnites, a branch of the hardy Sabellian race, 

mountaineers from the central portion of the Apennine range, 
who had been recently spreading themselves abroad as formid
able assailants. About 420 B.c., they had established themselves 
in Capua and the fertile plains of Campania, expelling or 
dispossessing the previous Tuscan proprietors. From thence, 
about 416 B.c., they reduced the neighbouring city of Cumre, 
the most ancient western colony of the Hellenic race.l The 
neighbouring Grecian establishments of Neapolis and Dikre
archia seem also to have come, like Cumre, under tribute and 
dominion to the Campanian Samnites, and thus became 
partially dis-Hellenised.2 These Campanians, of Samnite race, 
have been frequently mentioned in the two preceding chapters, 
as employed on mercenary service both in the armic:s of the 
Carthaginians, and in those of Dionysius.3 But the great 
migration of this warlike race was farther to the south-east, 
down the line of the Apennines towards the Tarentine Gulf 
and the Sicilian strait. Under the name of Lucanians, they 
established a formidable power in these regions, subjugating 
the CEnotrian population there settled.4 The Lucanian power 

1 Livy, iv. 37-44; Strabo, v. p. 243-250. Diodorus (xii. 31-76) places 
the commencement of the Campanian nation in 438 B. c., and their con· 
q_uest of Cum'ili! in 421 n.c. Skylax in his Pe~iplus mentions both Cumce 
and Neapolis as in Campania (sect. 10). Thucydid~s speaks of Cumx 
as being ~v '01r11da (vi. 4). 

2 Strabo, v. p. Z46. 
8 Thucydides (vii. 53-57) does not mention Campanians (he mentions 

Tyrrhenians) as serving in the besieging Athenian. armament before 
Syracuse (414-413 B.c.). He does not introduce the name Campanians 
at all ; though alluding to Iberian mercenaries as men whom Athens 
calculated on engaging in her service (vi. 90). 

But Diodorus mentions, that 800 Campanians were engaged by the 
Chalkidian cities in Sicily for service with the Athenians under Nikias, 
and that they had escaped during the disasters of the Athenian army (xiii. 
44)· 

The conquest of Cumre in 416 B.C. opened to these Campanian Samnites 
an outlet for hired military service beyond sea. Cumre being in its origin 
Chalkidic, would naturally be in correspondence with the Chalkidic cities 
in Sicily. This forms the link of connexion, which explains to us how the 
Campanians came into service in 413 B.C. under the Athenian general 
before Syracuse, and afterwards so frequently under others in Sicily 
(Diodor. xiii. 62-80, &c.). 

4 Strabo, vi. pp. 253, 254· See a valuable section on this subject in 
Niebuhr, Romisch. Geschichte, vol. i. p. 94-98. 

It appears that the Syracusan historian Antiochus made no mention 
either of Lucanians or of Bruttians, though he enumerated the inhabitants 
of the exact line of territory afterwards occupied by these two nations. 
After repeating the statement of Antiochus that this territory was occupied 
by Italians, CEnotrians, and Chonians, Strabo proceeds to say-Ou.-os u(v 
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seems to have begun and to have gradually increased from 
about 430 B.c. At its maximum (about 38o-36o B.c.), it 
comprehended most part of the inland territory, and consider• 
able portions of the coast, especially the southern coast
bounded by an imaginary line drawn from Metapontum on 
the Tarentine Gulf, across the breadth of Italy to Poseidonia 
or Prestum, near the mouth of the river Silaris, on the 
Tyrrhenian or Lower sea. It was about 356 B.C. that the 
rural serfs called Bruttians 1 rebelled against the Lucanians,. 
and robbed them of the southern part of this territory : estab
lishing an independent dominion in the inland portion of 
what is now called the Farther Calabria-extending, from a. 
boundary-line drawn across Italy between Thurii and Laus,
down to near the.Sicilian strait. About 332 B.C., commenced! 
the occasional intervention of the Epirotic kings from the 
one side, and the persevering efforts of Rome from the other,. 
which, after long and valiant struggles, left Samnites, Lucanians,. 
Bruttians, all Roman subjects. 

At the period which we have now reached, these Lucanians,. 
having conquered the Greek cities of Poseidonia (or Prestum) 
and Laus, with much of the territory lying between the Gulfs. 
of Poseidonia and Tarentum, severely harassed the inhabitants. 
of Thurii, and alarmed all the neighbouring Greek cities down 
to Rhegium. So serious was the alarm of these cities, that. 
several of them contracted an intimate defensive alliance,. 
strengthening for the occasion that feeble synodical band, and~ 
0~11 o:rrll.ovcr·dpws etp7ji(E l(al &pxarl(wS, oo5ev l'itaplcras 7rEpl 'TWII Aevl(avidv l(al 
.,.O,v Bp<'T'Tlwv. The German translator Grosskurd understands theS<!' 
words as meaning, that Antioch us "did not distinguish the Lucanians. 
from the Bruttians." But if we read the paragraph through, it will appear, 
I think, that Strabo means to say, that Antiochus had stated nothing posi-
tive respecting either Lucanians or Bruttians. Niebtthr (p. 96 ut supra) 
affirms that Antiochus represented the Lucanians as having extended them-
selves as far as Laus; which I cannot find. 

The date of Antiochus seems not precisely ascertainable. His work 
on Sicilian history was carried down from early times to 424 B.G. 
{Diodor. xii. 71). His silence respecting the Lucanians goes to confirm 
the belief that the date of their conquest of the territory called Lucania 
was considerably later than that year. 

Polyrenus (ii. 10, 2-4) mentions war as carried on by the inhabitants of 
Thurii, under Kleandrida:; the father of Gylippus, against the Lucanians. 
From the age and circumstances of Kleandridas, this can hardly be 'later 
than 420 B. c. 

1 Stnlbo, vi. p. 256. The Pe.riplus ·of Sky lax {sect. 12, 13) recognises 
Lucania as extending down to Rhegium. The date"to which this Peri phis. 
refers appears to be about 37o-36o B. c. ; see an instructive article among 
Niebuhr's Kleine Schriften, p. 105-130. Skylax does not mention the: 
Bruttians (Klausen, Hekatreus and Skylax, p. 274, Berlin, 1831). 

B 2 
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sense of Italiot communion,1 the form and trace of which 
seems to have subsisted without the reality, even under marked 
enmity between particular cities. The conditions of the 
newly-contracted alliance were most stringent; not only 
binding each city to assist at the first summons any other 
city invaded by Lucanians, but also pronouncing, that if this 
obligation were neglected, the generals of the disobedient city 
should be condemned to death.2 However, at this time the 
Italiot Greeks were not less afraid of Dionysius and his 
aggressive enterprises from the south, than of the Lucanians 
from the north; and their defensive alliance was intended 
against both. To Dionysius, on the contrary, the invasion 
of the Lucanians from landward was a fortunate incident for 
the success of his own schemes. Their concurrent designs 
against the same enemies speedily led to the formation of 
a distinct alliance between the two. 8 Among the allies of 
Dionysius, too, we must number the Epizephyrian Lokrians; 
who not only did not join the Italiot confederacy, but espoused 
his cause against it with ardour. The enmity of the Lokrians 
against their neighbours the Rhegines was ancient and bitter ; 
exceeded only by that of Dionysius, who never forgave the 
refusal of the Rhegines to permit him to marry a wife out of 
their city, and was always grateful to the Lokrians for having 
granted to him the privilege which their neighbours had 
refused. 

Wishing as yet, if possible, to avoid provoking the other 
members of the Italiot confederacy, Dionysius still professed 
to be revenging himself exclusively upon Rhegium; against 
which he conducted a powerful force from Syracuse. Twenty 
thousand foot, 1ooo horse, and 120 ships of war, are mentioned 
as the total of his armament. Disembarking near Lokri, he 
marched across the lower part of the peninsula in a westerly 
direction, ravaged with fire and sword the Rhegian territory, 
and then encamped near the strait on the northern side of 
Rhegium. His fleet followed coastwise round Cape Zephyrium 
to the same point. While he was pressing the siege, the 
members of the Italiot synod despatched from Kroton a 
fleet of 6o sail, to assist in the defence. Their ships, having 
rounded Cape Zephyrium, were nearing Rhegium from the 

I Diodor. xiv. 91-IOI. Compare Polybius, ii. 39· When Nikias, on 
his way to Sicily, came near to Rhegium and invited the Rhegines to 
co-operate against Sytacuse, the Rhegines declined, replying, ll,-r• &.v «al 
vo<s li.ll.ll.o•s 'l'Tall.•w-ra•s ~uvllo«p, -rov-ro 1ro1/juew (Thucyd. vi. 44). 

2 Diodor. xiv. IOI. 8 Diodor. xiv. roo. 
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south, when Dionysius himself approached to attack them, 
with so ships detached from his force. Though inferior in 
number, his fleet was probably superior in respect to size and 
equipment; so that the Krotoniate captains, not daring to 
hazard a battle, ran their ships ashore. Dionysius here attacked 
them, and would have towed off all the ships (without their 
crews) as prizes, had not the scene of action lain so near to 
Rhegium, that the whole force of the city could come forth 
in reinforcement, while his own army was on the opposite 
side of the town.· The numbers and courage of the Rhegines 
baffled his efforts, rescued the ships, and hauled them all up 
upon the shore in safety. Obliged to retire without success, 
Dionysius was further overtaken by a terrific storm, which 
exposed his fleet to the utmost danger. Seven of his ships 
were driven ashore; their crews, rsoo in number, being 
either drowned, or falling into the hands of the Rhegines. 
The rest, after great danger and difficulty, either rejoined 
the main fleet or got into the harbour of Messene ; where 
Dionysius himself in his quinquereme also found refuge, but 
only at midnight, and after imminent risk for several hours. 
Disheartened by this misfortune as well as by the approach 
of winter, he withdrew his forces for the present, and returned 
to Syracuse.I 

A part of his fleet, however, under Leptines, was despatched 
northward along the south-western coast of Italy to the Gulf 
of Elea, to co-operate with the Lucanians ; who from that coast 
and from inland were invading the inhabitants of Thurii on 
the Tarentine Gulf. Thurii was the successor, though with 
far inferior power, of the ancient Sybaris; whose dominion 
had once stretched across from sea to sea, comprehending the 
town of Laus, now a Lucanian possession.2 Immediately on 
the appearance of the Lucanians, the Thurians had despatched 
an urgent message to their allies, who were making all haste 
to arrive, pursuant to covenant. But before such junction 
could possibly take place, the Thurians, confiding in their own 
native force of 14,ooo foot, and 1ooo horse, marched against 
the enemy single-handed. The Lucanian invaders retreated, 
pursued by the Thurians, who followed them even into that 
mountainous region of the Apennines which stretches between 
the two seas, and which presents the most formidable danger 
and difficulty for all military operations. 8 They assailed 

1 Diodor. xiv. roo. 2 Herodot. vi. 21 ; Strabo, vi. p. 253. 
8 See the description of this mountainous region between the Taren tine 

Gulf and the Tyrrhenian Sea, in an interesting work by a French general 
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successfully a fortified post or village of the Lucanians, which 
fell into their hands with a rich plunder. By such partial 
advantage they were so elated, that they ventured to cross 
over all the mountain passes even to the neighbourhood of the 
southern sea, with the intention of attacking the flourishing 
town of Uius1-once the dependency of their Sybaritan pre
decessors. But the Lucanians, having allured them into these 
impracticable paths, closed upon them behind with greatly 
increased numbers, forbade all retreat, and shut them up in 
a plain surrounded with high and precipitous cliffs. Attacked 
in this plain by numbers double their own, the unfortunate 
Thurians underwent one of the most bloody defeats recorded 
in Grecian history. Out of their 14,ooo men, ro,ooo were 
slain, under merciless order from the Lucanians to give no 
quarter. The remainder contrived to flee to a hill near the 
sea-shore, from whence they saw a fleet of ships of war coasting 
along at no great distance. Distracted with terror, they were 
led to fancy, or to hope, that these were the ships expected 
from Rhegium to their aid ; though the Rhegines would 
natur::tlly send their ships, when demanded, to Thurii, on the 
Tarentine Gulf, not to the Lower sea near Liius. Under this 
impression, rooo of them swam off from the shore to seek 
protec6on on shipboard. But they found themselves, un
fortunately, on board the fleet of Leptines, brother and admiral 
of Dionysius, come for the express purpose of aiding the 
Lucanians. With a generosity not less unexpected than 
honourable, this officer saved their lives, and also, as it would 
appear, the lives of all the other defenceless survivors ; per
suading or constraining the Lucanians to release them, on 
receiving one mina of silver per man.2 

This act of Hellenic sympathy restored three or four 
thousand citizens on ransom to Thurii, instead of leaving 
them to be massacred or sold by the barbarous Lucanians, 
and procured the warmest esteem for Leptines personally 
.among the Thurians and other Italiot Greeks. But it incurred 
the strong displeasure of Dionysius, who now proclaimed 
openly his project of subjugating these Greeks, and was 

employed in Calabria in r8o9-Calabria during a Military Residence of 
Three Years, Letters 17, 18, 19 (translated and published by Effingham 
Wilson, London, 1832). 

1 Diodor. xiv. IOI. Bov-\o,uevot Auov, wO-\tv eblia.l,uova., woll.<op~<iliTa.<. This 
appears the true reading: it is an acute conjecture proposed by Niebuhr 
(Romisch. Geschicht. i. p. 96) in place of the words-,8oull.o,uevot ll.a.lw ~<a.l 
1rO/I.tP ~blia.[,uova. 1roll.topKi)ITCI.t. 

~ Diodor. xiv. 102. 
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anxious to encourage the Lucanians as indispensable allies. 
Accordingly he dismissed Leptines, and named as admiral 
his other brother Thearides. He then proceeded to conduct 
a fresh expedition; no longer intended against Rhegium alone, 
but against all the Italiot Greeks. He departed from Syracuse 
with a powerful force-2o,ooo foot and 3000 horse, with which 
he marched by land in five days to Messene ; his fleet under 
Thearides accompanying him-40 ships of war, and 300 

transports with provisions. Having first successfully surprised 
and captured near the Lipari isles a Rhegian squadron of ten 
ships, the crews of which he constituted prisoners at Messene, 
he transported his army across the strait into Italy, and laid 
siege to Kaulonia-on the eastern coast of the peninsula, 
and conterminous with the northern border of his allies the 
Lokrians. He attacked this place vigorously, with. the best 
siege machines which his arsenal furnished. · 

The Italiot Greeks, on the other hand, mustered their united 
force to relieve it. Their chief centre of action was Kroton, 
where most of the· Syracusan exiles, the most forward of all 
champions in the cause, were now assembled. One of these 
exiles, Heloris (who had before been named general by the 
Rhegines), was entrusted with the command of the collective 
army ; an arrangement neutralising all local jealousies. Under 
the cordial sentiment prevailing, an army was mustered at. 
Kroton, estimated at 2 s,ooo foot and 2ooo horse ; by what 

~cities furnished, or in what proportions, we are unable to say .I 
At the head of these troops, Heloris marched southward from 
Krotori to the river Elleporus not far from Kaulonia ; where 
Dionysius, raising the siege, met him.2 He was about four 
miles arid a half from the Krotoniate army, when he learnt 
from his scouts that Heloris with a chosen regiment of soo 
men (perhaps Syracusan exiles like himself), was considerably· 
in advance of the main body. Moving rapidly forward in the 
night, Dionysius surprised this advanced guard at break of 
day, completely isolated from the rest. Heloris, while he 
despatched instant messages to accelerate the coming up of 
the main body, defended himself with his small band against 
overwhelming superiority of numbers. But the odds were 
too great. After an heroic resistance, he was slain, and his 
companions nearly all cut to pieces, before the roam body, 
though they came up at full speed, could arrive. 

1 Diodor. xiv. ro3. 
2 Polybius (i. 6) gives us the true name of this river: Diodorus calls it 

the river He/on's. 
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The hurried pace of the Italiot army, however, though 

it did not suffice to save the general, was of fatal efficacy in 
deranging their own soldierlike array. Confused and dis
heartened by finding that Hel6ris was slain, which left them 
without a general to direct the battle or restore order, the 
Italiots fought for some time against Dionysius, but were at 
length defeated with severe loss. They effected their retreat 
from the field of battle to a neighbouring eminence, very 
difficult to attack, yet destitute of water and provisions. 
Here Dionysius blocked them up, without attempting an 
attack, but keeping the strictest guard round the hill during 
the whole remaining day and the ensuing night. The heat 
of the next day, with total want of water, so subdued their 
courage, that they sent to Dionysius a herald with propositions, 
entreating to be allowed to depart on a stipulated ransom. 
But the terms were peremptorily refused; they were ordered 
to lay down their arms, and surrender at discretion. Against 
this terrible requisition they stood out yet awhile, until the 
increasing pressure of physical exhaustion and suffering drove 
them to surrender, about the eighth hour of the day.1 

More than ro,ooo disarmed Greeks descended from the hill 
and defiled before Dionysius, who numbered the companies 
as they passed with a stick. As his savage temper was well 
known, they expected nothing short of the harshest sentence. 
So much the greater was their astonishment and delight, when 
they found themselves treated not merely with lenity, but with 
generosity.2 Dionysius released them all without even exacting 
a ransom ; and concluded a treaty with most of the cities to 
which they belonged, leaving their autonomy undisturbed. 
He received the warmest thanks, accompanied by votes of 
golden wreaths, from the prisoners as well as from the cities ; 
while among the general public of Greece, the act was hailed 
as forming the prominent glory of his political life. 8 Such 
admiration was well deserved, looking to the laws of war then 
prevalent. 

With the Krotoniates and other Italiot Greeks (except 
Rhegium and Lokri) Dionysius had had no marked previous 
relations, and therefore had not contracted any strong 

1 ~i~,qor, xiv. ros. wapeOOJKCI.I' CI.O'TOVS wepl ooyo0'11' r1Jpav, 1!1l'1 Til. ,.o,,..a,.a 
Wcx.pEt'lp.EVOl., ,t' ~ 

• ,2 Diodor. xiv. ros. Kal 'll'clV'TOJI' aO'TOV Q'II'O'II''TEVOV'TOJV 'TO il'lptii>oes, 
:..,.oVva.vTlov lcpcl.v'Tl 'iN£v'TWV E1rLEtf!,O'TaTos. 

3 :Qi~dor., xiv. 105. Kal O"XEIJov 'TOVT' (oo{e 'll'pcl'I''I'EIV ~V 'TtP (pv KJ.ll.ll.tO'Tov, 
Stra~o~ 'ln. p. 26~. 
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personal sentiment either of antipathy or favour. With 
Rhegium and Lokri, the case was differ~nt. To the Lokrians 
he was strongly attached : against the Rhegines his animosity 
was bitter and implacable, manifesting itself in a more 
conspicuous manner by contrast with his recent dismissal of. 
the Krotoniate prisoners ; a proceeding which had been 
probably dictated, in great part, by his anxiety to have his 
hands free for the attack of isolated Rhegium. After having 
finished the arrangements consequent upon his victory, he 
marched against that city, ·and prepared to besiege it. The 
citizens, feeling themselves without hope of succour, and 
intimidated by the disaster of their Italiot allies, sent out 
heralds to . beg for moderate terms, and imploring him to 
abstain from extreme or unmeasured rigour.1 For the 
moment, Dionysius seemed to comply with their request. He 
granted them peace, on condition that they should surrender 
all their ships of war, 70 in number-that they should pay 
to him 300 talents in money-and that they should place 
in his hands roo hostages. All these demands were strictly 
complied with; upon which Dionysius withdrew his army, and 
agreed to spare the city.2 

His next proceeding was, to attack Kaulonia and Hipponium; 
two cities which seem between them to have occupied the 
whole breadth of the Calabrian peninsula, immediately north of 
Rhegium and Lokri; Kaulonia on the eastern coast, Hipponium 
on or near the western. Both these cities he besieged, took, 
and destroyed : probably neither of them, in the hopeless 
circumstances of the case, made any strenuous resistance. He 
then caused the inhabitants of both of them, such at least as 
did not make their escape, to be transported to Syracuse, where 
he domiciliated them as citizens, allowing them five years of 
exemption from taxes.s To be a citizen of Syracuse meant, at 
this moment, to be a subject of his despotism, and nothing 
more : how he made room for these new citizens, or furnished 
them with lands and houses, we are unfortunately not informed. 
But the territory of both these towns, evacuated by its free 
inhabitants (though probably not by its slaves, or serfs), was 
handed over to the Lokrians and annexed to their city. That 
favoured city, which had accepted his offer of marriage, 
was thus immensely enriched both in lands and i\kc~].J.ective 
property. Here again it would have been inte~~tHig eJ~ar 

fb... C'~ 
1 Diodor. xiv: xo6. Ked 7rapat<all.t<Ta.t p.'flo~v 1r<pl a.~ .. ~~ ... ~p &v8p"'1r~ 

flouli.E{)f(t8a.t. · ~ 7 
2 Diodor. xiv. 106. 2 4 0 12 8 Diodor. X~ Io~Y. r 

1
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what measures were taken to appropriate or distribute the new 
lands; but our informant is silent. 

Dionysius had thus accumulated into Syracuse, not only all 
Sicily1 (to use the language of Plato), but even no inconsider
able portion of Italy. Such wholesale changes of domicile 
and property must probably have occupied some months; 
during which time the army of Dionysius seems never to have 
quitted the Calabrian peninsula, though he himself may 
probably have gone for a time in person to Syracuse. It 
was soon seen that the depopulation of Hipponium and 
Kaulonia was intended only as a prelude to the ruin of 
Rhegium. Upon this Dionysius had resolved. The recent 
covenant into which he had entered with the Rhegines, was 
only a fraudulent device for the purpose of entrapping them 
into a surrender of their navy, in order that he might afterwards 
attack them at greater advantage. Marching his army to the 
Italian shore of the strait, near Rhegium, he affected to busy 
himself in preparations for crossing to Sicily. In the mean 
time, he sent a friendly message to the Rhegines, requesting 
them to supply him for a short time with provisions, under 
assurance that what they furnished should speedily be replaced 
from Syracuse. It was his purpose, if they refused, to resent 
it as an insult, and attack them ; if they consented, to consume 
their provisions, without performing his engagement to replace 
the quantity consumed ; and then to make his attack after all, 
when their means of holding out had been diminished. At 
first the Rhegines complied willingly, furnishing abundant 
supplies. But the consumption continued, and the departure 
of the army was deferred-first on pretence of the illness of 
Dionysius, next on other grounds-so that they at length 
detected the trick, and declined to furnish any more. Diony
sius now threw off the mask, gave back to them their hundred 
hostages, and laid siege to the town in form. 2 

Regretting too late that they had suffered themselves to be 
defrauded of their means of defence, the Rhegines nevertheless 
prepared to hold out with all the energy of despair. Phyton 
was chosen commander, the whole population was armed, and 
all the line of wall carefully watched. Dionysius made vigorous 
assaults, employing all the resources of his battering machinery 

1 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 332 D. £.tOv{Hrtos ~~ €ls p.lav 1r&l\tv &opoluas 
?riittav ~tK€7\[av 01r0 uo<f>las, &c. 

2 Diodor. xiv. 107, 108. Polyamus relates this stratagem of Dionysius 
ab0ut the provisions, as if it had been practised at the siege of Himera, 
and not of Rhegium (Polyren. v. 3, zo). 
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to effect a breach. But he was repelled ai: all points obstinately, 
and with much loss on both sides ; several of his machines were 
also burnt or destroyed by opportune sallies of the besieged. 
In one of the assaults, Dionysius himself was seriously 
wounded by a spear-thrust in the groin, from which he was 
long in recovering. He was at length obliged to convert the 
siege into a blockade, and to rely upon famine alone for sub
duing these valiant citizens. For eleven months did the 
Rhegines hold out, against the pressure of want gradually 
increasing, and at last terminating in the agony and distraction 
of famine. We are told that a rnedimnus of wheat came to be 
sold for the enormous price of five mime; at the rate of about 
£14 sterling per bushel : every horse and every beast of burthen 
was consumed : at length hides were boiled and eaten, and 
even the grass on parts of the wall. Many perished from 
absolute hunger, while the survivors lost all strength and 
energy; In this intolerable condition, they were constrained, 
at the end of near eleven months, to surrender at discretion. 

So numerous were these victims of famine, that Dionysius, 
on 'entering Rhegium, found .heaps of unburied corpses, besides 
6ooo citizens in the last stage of emaciation. All these cap
tives were sent to Syracuse, where those who could provide a 
mina (about £3 17s.) were allowed to ransom themselves, while 
the rest were sold as slaves. After such a period of suffering, 
the number of those who retained the means of ransom was 
probably very small. But the Rhegine general, Phyton, was 
detained with all his kindred, and reserved for a different fate. 
First, his son was drowned, by order of Dionysius : next, 
Phyton himself was chained to one of the loftiest siege
machines, as a spectacle to the whole army. While he was 
thus exhibited to scorn, a messenger was sent to apprise him, 
that Dionysius had just caused his son to be drowned. "He 
is more fortunate than his father by one day," was the reply of 
Phyton. After a certain time, the sufferer was taken down 
from this pillory, and led round the city, with attendants 
scourging and insulting him at every step ; while a herald pro
claimed aloud, " Behold the man who persuaded the Rhegines 
·to war, thus signally punished by Dionysius ! " Phyton, en
during all these torments with heroic courage and dignified 
silence, was provoked to exclaim in reply to the herald, that 
the punishment was inflicted because he had refused to betray 
the city to Dionysius, who would himself soon be overtaken by 
the divine vengeance. At length the prolonged outrages, com
bined with the noble demeanour and high reputation of the 
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VIctim, excited compassion even among the soldiers of 
Dionysius himself. Their murmurs became so pronounced, 
that he began to apprehend an open mutiny for the purpose of 
rescuing Phyton. Under this fear he gave orders that the 
torments should be discontinued, and that Phyton with his 
entire kindred should be drowned.1 

The prophetic persuasion under which this unhappy man 
perished, that divine vengeance would soon overtake his 
destroyer, was noway borne out by the subsequent reality. 
The power and prosperity of Dionysius underwent abatement 
by his war with the Carthaginians in 383 ll.c., yet remained 
very considerable even to his dying day. And the misfortunes 
which fell thickly upon his son the younger Dionysius, more 
than thirty years afterwards, though they doubtless received a 
religious interpretation from contemporary critics, were pro
bably ascribed to acts more recent than the barbarities inflicted 
on Phyton. But these barbarities, 'f not avenged, were at least 
laid to heart with profound symp< thy by the contemporary 
world, and even commemorated wich tenderness and pathos ' 
by poets. While Dionysius was composing tragedies (of which 
more presently) in hopes of applause in Greece, he was himself 
furnishing real matter of history, not less tragical than the 
sufferings of those legendary heroes and heroines to which he 
(in common with other poets) resorted for a subject. Among 
the many acts of cruelty, more or less aggravated, which it is 
the melancholy duty of an historian of Greece to recount, 
there are few so revolting as the death of the Rhegine general ; 
who was not a subject, nor a conspirator, nor a rebel, but an 
enemy in open warfare-of whom the worst that even Dionysius 
himself could say, was, that he had persuaded his countrymen 
into the war. And even this could not be said truly ; since the 
antipathy of the Rhegines towards Dionysius was of old 
standing, traceable to his enslavement of Naxus and Katana, 
if not to causes yet earlier-though the statement of Phyton 

1 Diodor. xiv. II2. '0 ll~ if>o-rwv, ~ea-rO. -r~w .ro/1.1op~elav u-rpa'T7rybs 0.-yaObs 
-ye-yev71p.ivos, ~eal ~ea-rO. -rbv IX/1./I.ov {3[ov ~.rawovp.evos, ob~e 0.-yevvws {nrop.eve -r~v 
~.rl -rils -re/l.eV'Tijs -r1p.wplav· 0.11.11.' O.~ea-rJ..r/1.1/IC'Tov -r~v 1/lvx~v cpvli.J.Eas, ~eal {3owv 
3-r, -r~v 71"0/l.<v ob {3ov/1.716•ls .rpolloilva• il.<avvulcp -rvrxJ.ve• -riis -rtp.wplas, ~; 
ab-rrii -rb llalp.OVIOV ~1Ce£Vcp O"VV'TO!J.WS brtO"'T~O"Et' lJJun 'T~V cipE'T~V -rcivllpbs 1eal 
7rap0. -roi's u-rpa-rt~-rats -roil Atovvulov ~ea-rell.e•i'uOat, ~eal -rwas fill11 Oopv{3ei'v. 
'0 ll~ iJ.IOVVUtos, Ebll.a/3716Els p.~ 'TtvES 'TWV u-rpa'TtW'TWV ci71"0'TO/I.p.~uwutv lEap7rJ.
(etV -rbv 4>6-rwva, 7ravuJ.p.evos -rils -rtp.wplas, ICa'TE71"0VTwue -rbv 0.-rvxii p.e-rO. -rijs 
uv-y-y•v•las. 0~-ros p.~v o~v civaElws -riis cipe-rijs ~~evop.ou 7rEptbrEUf -rtp.wplats 
~eal.roll./l.ovs luxe 1eal -ro-re -rwv 'Ell./l.~vwv -robs 0.11.-y~uav-ras -r~v Uvf-!cJ>opJ.v, ~ea\ 
p.e-rO. -rail-ra 7I"Ot1/Tas -rovs 6p71vfJuav-ras -rb -rijs 7rept7re-relas lil.uw&v. 
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may very probably be true, that Dionysius had tried to bribe 
him to betray Rhegium (as the generals of Naxus and Katana 
had been bribed to betray their respective cities), and was 
incensed beyond measure at finding the proposition repelled. 
The Hellenic war-practice was in itself sufficiently cruel. Both 
Athenians and Lacedremonians put to death prisoners of war 
by wholesale, after the capture of Melos, after the battle of 
JEgospotami, and elsewhere. But to make death worse than 
death by a deliberate and protracted ;tissue of tortures and 
indignities, is not Hellenic; it is Carthaginian and Asiatic. 
Dionysius had shown himself better than a Greek when he 
released without ransom the Krotoniate prisoners captured at 
the battle of Kaulonia; but he became far worse than a Greek, 
and worse even than his own mercenaries, when he, heaped 
aggravated suffering, beyond the simple death-warrant, on the 
heads of Phyton and his kindred. 

Dionysius caused the city of Rhegium to be destroyed 1 or 
dismantled. Probably he made over the lands to Lokri, like 
those of Kaulonia and Hipponium. The free Rhegine citizens 
had all been transported to Syracuse for sale ; and those who 
were fortunate enough to save their liberty by providing the 
stipulated ransom, would not be allowed to come back to their 
native soil. If Dionysius was so zealous in enriching the 
Lokrians, as to transfer to them two other neighbouring town
domains, against the inhabitants of which he had no peculiar 
hatred-much more would he be disposed to make the like 
transfer of the Rhegine ter:ritory, whereby he would gratify at 
once his antipathy to the one state and his partiality to the 
other. It is true that Rhegium did not permanently continue 
incorporated with Lokri; but neither did Kaulonia nor 
Hipponium. The maintenance of all the three transfers de
pended on the ascendency of Dioriysius and his dynasty ; but 
for the time immediately succeeding the capture of Rhegium, 
the Lokrians became masters of the Rhegine territory as well 
as of the two other townships, and thus possessed all the 
Calabrian peninsula south of the Gulf of Squillace. To the 
ltaliot Greeks generally, these victories of Dionysius were fatally 
ruinous, because the political union formed among them, for 
the purpose of resisting the pressure of the Lucanians from the 
interior, was overthrown, leaving each city to its own weakness 
and isolation. 2 

1 Strabo, vi. p. 258. 'E1wpavij l!' oov 1rOA<V <l)rrav . •••.• KaTa<fiC<J..[tat 
AtovV(nov, &c. 

2 Polybius, ii. 39, 67. 
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The year 387, in which Rhegium surrendered, was also dis

tinguished for two other memorable events ; the general peace 
in Central Greece under the dictation of Persia and Sparta, 
commonly called the peace of Antalkidas ; and the capture of 
Rome by the Gauls. 1 

The two great ascendent powers in the Grecian world were 
now, Sparta in Peloponnesus, and Dionysius in Sicily; each 
respectively fortified by alliance with the other. I have already 
in a former chapter 2 described the position of Sparta after the 
peace of Antalkidas ; how greatly she gained by making herself 
the champion of that Persian rescript-and how she purchased, 
by surrendering the Asiatic Greeks to Artaxerxes, an empire on 
land equal to that which she had enjoyed before the defeat of 
Knidus, though without recovering the maritime empire for
feited by that defeat. 

To this great imperial state, Dionysius in the west formed a 
suitable counterpart. His recent victories in Southern Italy 
had already raised his power to a magnitude transcending all 
the far-famed recollections of Gelon; but he now still further 
extended it by sending an expedition against Kroton. This 
city, the largest in Magna Grrecia, fell under his power; and he 
succeeded in capturing, by surprise or bribery, even its strong 
citadel, on a rock overhanging the sea. 3 He seems also to 
have advanced yet farther with his fleet to attack Thurii; 
which city owed its preservation solely to the violence of the 
north winds. He plundered the temple of Here near Cape 
Lakinium, in the domain of Kroton. Among the ornaments 
of this temple was one of pre-eminent beauty and celebrity, 
which at the periodical festivals was exhibited to admiring 
spectators; a robe wrought with the greatest skill, and 
decorated in the most costly manner, the votive offering of a 
Sybarite named Alkimenes. Dionysius sold this robe to the 
Carthaginians. It long remained as one of the permanent 
religious ornaments of their city, being probably dedicated to 
the honour of those Hellenic Deities recently introduced for 

1 Polybius, i. 6. 2 Chap. lxxvi. vol. x. 
3 Livy has preserved the mention of this important acquisition of Diony

sius (xxiv. 3). 
" Sed arx Crotonis, unit parte imminens mari, alteril vergente in agrum, 

situ tantum naturali quondam munita, postea et muro cincta est, quit per 
aversas rupes ab Dionysio Sicilire tyranno per dolum fuerat capta." 

Justin also (xx. 5) mentions the attack of Dionysius upon Kroton. 
We may, with tolerable c,ertainty, refer the capture to the present part of 

the career of Dionysius. 
See also .!Eiian, V. H. xii. 6I. 
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worship: whom (as I have before stated) the Carthagir~ians 
-were about this time peculiarly anxious to propitiate, in hopes 
of averting or alleviating the frightful pestilences wherewith 
they had been so often smitten. They purchased the robe 
from Dionysius at the prodigious price of 1 zo talents, or about 
£z7,6oo sterling.l Incredible as this sum may appear, we 
must recollect that the honour done to the new gods would be 
mainly estimated according to the magnitude of the sum laid 
out. As the Carthaginians would probably think no price too 
great to transfer an unrivalled vestment from the wardrobe of 
the Lakinian Here to the newly-established temple and wor
ship of Demeter and Persephone in their city-so we may be 
sure that the loss of such an or:nament, and the spoliation of 
the holy place, would deeply humiliate the Krotoniates, and 
with them the crowd of Italiot Greeks who frequented the 
Lakinian festivals. 

Thus master of the important city of Kroton, with a citadel 
near the sea capable of being held by a separate garrison, 
Dionysius divested the inhabitants of their southern possession 
of Skylletium, which he made over to aggrandise yet further 
the town of Lokri.2 Whether he pushed his conquests farther 
along the Tarentine Gulf so as to acquire the like hold on 
Thurii or Metapontum, we cannot say. But both of them 
must have been overawed by the rapid extension and near 
approach of his power; especially Thurii, not yet recovered 
from her disastrous defeat by the Lucanians. 

Profiting by his maritime command of the Gulf, Dionysius 
was enabled to enlarge his ambitious views even to distant 
ultramarine enterprises. To escape from his long arm, Syra
cusan exiles were obliged to flee to a greater distance, and one 
of their divisions. either founded, or was admitted into, the city 
of Ancona, high up the Adriatic Gulf.8 On the other side of 
that Gulf, in vicinity and alliance with the Illyrian tribes, 
Dionysius on his part sent a fleet, and established more than 
one settlement. To these schemes he was prompted by a 

1 Aristotel. Auscult. Mirab. s. 96 ; Athenreus, xii. p. 541 ; Diodor. 
xiv. 77· 

Polemon specified this costly robe, in his work nepl ,.c;,., ~~~ Kapx1JiiOv< 
nl-.-;>,.wv •••• 

2 Strabo, vi. p. 261. 
8 Strabo, v. p. 241. It would seem 'that the two maritime towns, said 

to have been founded on the coast of Apulia on the Adriatic by Dionysius 
the younger during the first years of his reign-according to Diodorus (xvi. 
S)-must have been really founded by the elder Dionysius, near about the 
time to which we have now reached. 
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dispossessed prince of the Epirotic Molossians, named Alketas, 
who, residing at Syracuse as an exile, had gained his confidence. 
He founded the town of Lissus (now Alessio) on the Illyrian 
coast, considerably north of Epidamnus ; and he assisted the 
Parians in their plantation of two Grecian settlements, in sites 
still farther northward up the Adriatic Gulf-the islands of 
Issa and Pharos. His admiral at Lissus defeated the neigh
bouring Illyrian coast-boats, which harassed these newly-settled 
Parians; but with the Illyrian tribes near to Lissus, he main
tained an intimate alliance, and even furnished a large number 
of them with Grecian panoplies. It is affirmed to have been 
the purpose of Dionysius and Alketas to employ these warlike 
barbarians, first in invading Epirus and restoring Alketas to his 
Molossian principality ; next in pillaging the wealthy temple of 
Delphi-a scheme far-reaching, yet not impracticable, and 
capable of being seconded by a Syracusan fleet, if circum
stances favoured its execution. The invasion of Epirus was 
accomplished, and the Molossians were defeated in a bloody 
battle, wherein rs,ooo of them are said to have been slain. 
But the ulterior projects against Delphi were arrested by the 
intervention of Sparta, who sent a force to the spot and pre
vented all farther march southward.1 Alketas however seems 
to have remained prince of a portion of Epirus, in the territory 
nearly opposite to Korkyra ; where we have already recognised 
him, in a former chapter, as having become the dependent of 
Jason of Pherre in Thessaly. 

Another enterprise undertaken by Dionysius about this time 
was a maritime expedition along the coasts of Latium, Etruria, 
and Corsica ; partly under colour of repressing the piracies 
committed from their maritime cities ; but partly also, for the 
purpose of pillaging the rich and holy temple of Leukothea, at 
Agylla or its sea-port Pyrgi. In this he succeeded, stripping it 
of money and precious ornaments to the amount of rooo 
talents. The Agyllreans came forth to defend their temple, but 
were completely worsted, and lost so much both in plunder and 
in prisoners, that Dionysius, after returning to Syracuse and 
selling the prisoners, obtained an additional profit of soc 
talents.2 

Such was the military celebrity now attained by Dionysius,a 
that the Gauls from Northern Italy, who had recently sacked 
Rome, sent to proffer their alliance and aid. He accepted the 

1 Diodor. xv. 13, 14. 
: Dio?or. xv. 14; Strabo, v. p. 22~,; Servius ad Virgil. Ai:neid. x. I84-

Justm, xx. 5; Xenoph. Hellen. vu. I, 20. 
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propos1t1on; from whence perhaps the Gallic mercenaries 
whom we afterwards find in his service as mercenaries, may 
take their date. His long arms now reached from Lissus on 
one side to Agylla on the other. Master of most of Sicily and 
much of Southern Italy, as well as of the most powerful stand
ing army in Greece-the unscrupulous plunderer of the holiest 
temples everywhere 1-he inspired much terror and dislike 
throughout Central Greece. He was the more vulnerable to 
this sentiment, as ·he was not only a triumphant prince, but also 
a tragic poet; competitor, as such, for that applause and admir
ation which no force can extort. Since none of his tragedies 
have been preserved, we can form no judgement of our own 
respecting them. Yet when we learn that he had stood second 
or third, and that one of his compositions gained even the first 
prize at the Lenrean festival at Athens,2 in 368-367 B.C.
the favourable judgement of an Athenian audience affords 
good reason for presuming that his poetical talents were 
considerable. 

During the years immediately succeeding 387 B.c., however, 
Dionysius the poet was not likely to receive an impartial 
hearing anywhere. For while on the one hand his own circle 
would applaud every word-on the other hand, a large propor
tion of independent Greeks would be biassed against what they 
heard by their fear and hatred of the author. If we believed 
the anecdotes recounted by Diodorus, we should conclude 
not merely that the tragedies were contemptible compositions, 
but that the irritability of Dionysius in regard to criticism was 
exaggerated even to silly weakness. The dithyrambic poet 
Philoxenus, a resident or visitor at Syracuse, after hearing one 
of these tragedies privately recited, was asked his opinion. He· 
gave an unfavourable opinion, for which he was sent to prison : 3 

on the next day the intercession of his friends procured his 
release, and he contrived afterwards, by delicate wit and double
meaning phrases, to express an inoffensive sentiment without 

1 See Pseudo-Aristotel. CEconomic. ii. 20-41 : Cicero, De Natur. Deor. 
iii. 34, 82, 85 : in which passages, however, there mm;t be several incorrect 
assertions as to the actual temples pillaged ; for Dionysius could not 
have been in Peloponnesus to rob the temple of Zeus at Olympia, or. of 
JEsculapius at Epidaurus. 

Athenreus (xv. p. 693) recounts an anecdote that Dionysius plundered 
the temple of JEsculapius at Syracuse of a valuable golden table; which is 
far more probable. 

2 Diodor. xv. 74· See Mr. Fynes Clinton, Fast. Hellen. ad ann. 
367 B.C. 

8 See a different version of the story about Philoxenus in Plutarch, De 
Fortun. Alexand. Magni, p. 334 C. 
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openly compromising truth. At the Olympic festival of 388 
B.c., Dionysius had sent some of his compositions to Olympia, 
together with the best actors and chorists to recite them. But 
so contemptible were the poems (we are told), that in spite of 
every advantage of recitation, they were disgracefully hissed and 
ridiculed; moreover, the actors in coming back to Syracuse 
were shipwrecked, and the crew of the ship ascribed all the 
suffering of their voyage to the badness of the poems entrusted 
to them. The flatterers of Dionysius, however (it is said), still 
continued to extol his genius, and to assure him that his ulti
mate success as a poet, though for a time interrupted by envy, 
was infallible; which Dionysius believed, and continued to 
compose tragedies without being disheartened.1 

Amidst such malicious jests, circulated by witty men at the 
expense of the princely poet, we may trace some important 
matter of fact. Perhaps in the year 388 B.c., but certainly in 
the year 384 B.c. (both of them Olympic years), Dionysius sent 
tragedies to be recited, and chariots to run, before the crowd 
assembled in festival at Olympia. The year 387 B.c. was a 
memorable year both in Central Greece and in Sicily. In the 
former, it was signalised by the momentous peace of Antalki
das, which terminated a general war of eight years' standing : 
in the latter, it marked the close of the Italian campaign of 
Dionysius, with the defeat and humiliation of Kroton and the 
other ltaliot Greeks, and subversion of three Grecian cities,
Hipponium, Kaulonia, and Rhegium-the fate of the Rhegines 
having been characterised by incidents most pathetic and im
pressive. The first Olympic festival which occurred after 387 
B.c. was accordingly a distinguished epoch. The two festivals 
immediately preceding (those of 392 n.c. and 388 B.c.) having 
been celebrated in the midst of a general war, had not been 
visited by a large proportion of the Hellenic body; so that the 
next ensuing festival, the 99th Olympiad in 384 B.C., was 
stamped with a peculiar character (like the 9oth Olympiad 2 in 
420 B.c.) as bringing together in religious fraternity those who 
had long been separated.8 To every ambitious Greek (as to 
Alkibiades in 420 B.c.) it was an object of unusual ambition to 
make individual figure at such a festival. To Dionysius, the 

1 Diodor. xiv. 109; xv. 6. 2 See vol. vii. chap. lv. of this History. 
8 See vol. x. chap. lxxvii. of this work. I have already noticed the 

peculiarity of this Olympic festival of 384 B.c., in reference to the position 
and sentiment of the Greeks in Peloponnesus and Asia. I am now obliged 
to notice it again, in reference to the Gr~eks of Sicily and Italy-especially 
to Uionysius. 
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temptation was peculiarly seductive, since he was triumphant 
over all neighbouring enemies-at the pinnacle of his power
and disengaged from all war requiring his own personal com
mand. Accordingly he sent thither his Theory, or solemn 
legation for sacrifice, decked in the richest garments, furnished 
with abundant gold and silver plate, and provided with splendid 
tents to serve for their lodging on the sacred ground of Olympia. 
He further sent several chariots-and-four to contend in the 
regular chariot races : and lastly, he also sent reciters and 
chorists, skilful as well as highly trained, to exhibit his own 
poetical compositions before such as were willing to hear them. 
We must remember that poetical recitation was not included in 
the formal programme of the festival. 

All this prodigious outfit, under the superintendence of 
Thearides, brother of Dionysius, was exhibited with dazzling 
effect before the Olympic crowd. No name stood so pro
minently and ostentatiously before thein as that of the despot 
of Syracuse. Every man, even from the most distant regions 
of Greece, was stimulated to inquire into his past exploits 
and character. There were probably many persons present, 
peculiarly forward in answering such inquiries-the numerous 
sufferers, from Italian and Sicilian Greece, whom his conquests 
had thrown into exile ;-and their answers would oe of a nature 
to raise the strongest antipathy against Dionysius. Besides the 
numerous depopulations and mutations of inhabitants which he 
had occasioned in Sicily, we have already seen that he had, 
within the last three years, extinguished three free Grecian 
communities-Rhegium, Kaulonia, Hipponium; transporting 
all the inhabitants of the two latter to Syracuse. In the case 
of Kaulonia, an accidental circumstance occurred to impress its 
recent extinction vividly upon the spectators. The runner who 
gained the great prize in the stadium, in 384 B.C., was Dikon, a 
native of K.aulonia. He was a man pre-eminently swift of 
foot, celebrated as having gained previous victories in the 
stadium, and always proclaimed (pursuant to custom) along 
with the title of his native city-" Dikon the Kauloniate." To 
hear this well-known runner now proclaimed as " Dikon the 
Syracusan," 1 gave painful publicity to the fact, that the free 

1 Diodor. xv. 14. napa o' 'H}.dOLS 'Oli.Vf.L'II"Las lixB71 ~VV€V7JI<OCTT~ ~vv&:r7J 
(B. C. 384), 1<a8' ~V ~v£1<a crrcfli<OJI L>.ii<WJI ~vpai<OVCTLOS. 

Pausanias, vi. 3, 5· L>.l1<wv ~~~ lJ KaJ..J..<p./3p&rov 1revre p.ev nvBol 15p&f-'otJ 
vll<cts, rpels li~ &vel}.eTo 'Icr8}'lwv, Te<rcra.pas o~ ~v Nep.e~, Kal'Oll.vp.7rLtxKils p.lav 
p.ev ~v 'lraLcrl, Mo lie I!.All.as avlipwv· t<a.l ol Kal &vlipt&.vres 1CTOI ra'is vll<aLs el<rlv 
~~~ '0}-vp.'ll"l'!'· 1<'a.Lillt-<E" ll1} 6vT< abr~ Kav}.cov~~:!rp, Ka.8&.1rep 'l'• KC¥1 :i}v, 
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community of Kau1onia no longer existed, -and to the absorp
tions of Grecian freedom effected by Dionysius. 

In following the history of affairs in Central Greece, I have 
already dwelt upon the strong sentiment excited among Grecian 
patriots by the peace of Antalkidas, wherein Sparta made her
self the ostentatious champion and enforcer of a Persian re
script, purchased by surrendering the Asiatic Greeks to the 
Great King. It was natural that this emotion should manifest 
itself at the next ensuing Olympic festival in 384 B.c., wherein 
not only Spartans, Athenians, Thebans, and Corinthians, but 
also Asiatic and Sicilian Greeks, were reunited after a long 
separation. The emotion found an eloquent spokesman in the 
orator Lysias. Descended from Syracusan ancestors, and once 
a citizen of Thurii,1 Lysias had peculiar grounds for sympathy 
with the Sicilian and Italian Greeks. He delivered a public 
harangue upon the actual state of political affairs, in which he 
dwelt upon the mournful present and upon the serious dangers of 
the future. "The Grecian world (he said) is burning away at 
both extremities. Our eastern brethren have passed into slavery 
under the Great King, our western under the despotism of 
Dionysius. 2 These two are the great potentates, both in naval 
force and in money, the real instruments of dominion :3 if both 
of them combine, they will extinguish what remains of freedom 
in Greece. They have been allowed to consummate all this 

Ow'qp~€1' aVC1.')'0p€v6'qvcu· Tb ~~ U'1TD T06ToV }]vpC1.1(0VCTtOV athDV 
aV1j')'Op€VCT€V twl Xp.f,p.acrt. 

Pausanias here states, that Dikon received a bribe to permit himself to 
be proclaimed as a Syracusan, and not as a Kauloniate. Such corruption 
did occasionally take place (compare another case of similar bribery, 
attempted by Syracusan envoys, Pausan. vi. 2, 4), prompted by the vanity 
of the Grecian cities to appropriate to themselves the celebrity of a dis· 
tinguished victor at Olympia. But in this instance, the blame imputed to 
Dikon is more than he deserves. Kaulonia had been already depopulated 
and incorporated with Lokri ; the inhabitants being taken away to Syracuse 
and madt: Syracusan citizens (Diodor. xiv. ro6). Dikon therefore could 
not have been proclaimed a Kauloniate, even had be desired it-when 
the city of Kaulonia no longer existed. The city was indeed afterwards 
re-established; and this circumstance doubtless contributed to mislead 
Pausanias, who does not seem to have been aware of its temporary 
subversion by Dionysius. 

1 Dionys. Hal. Judie. de Lysii, p. 452, Reisk. 
2 Lysias, Fragm. Orat. 33, ap. Dionys. Hal. p. 521. 'Opwv oiJ.,..,s 

al(J'xpWs Ota.~eetp.Ev1]v -r1w 'EAAdBa, ~eal woi\AO.. pJv aiJT1js tvTa. {nrO Ttj) 
{3apfJ&.prp, '1TOJ\71.h Of 7TOJ\<ts owl> Tvp&.vvwv avacrTri.Tovs "Y•"Y•V'YJP.~VC1.S. 

8 Lysias, Fr. Or. 33. !. c. 'EwlCTTC1.CT6€ M, 8Tt ~ ,.,.~., apx~ TWV KpaT06VTI<!V 
.,.ijs 6C1.7\d.TT1IS, 'Twv oe XP'Y/p.&.Twv fJC1.crti\€0s Tap.las· .,.0, o€ TWV 'EJ\7\.f,vl<!v crdJp.Ma 
..,.wv Oa1ravCiu8at Ovvap.Evwv· vails li~ wohi\O..s a.O-rOs ~e€wr7]Tat, 11"oi\i\?ts 0€ ~ 
TVpC1.VVOS .,.:q. lt/C€7\[CI,S. 
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ruin unopposed, because of the past dissensions among the 
leading Grecian cities; but it is now high time that these cities 
should unite cordially to oppose further ruin. How can Sparta, 
our legitimate president, sit still while the Hellenic world is on 
fire and consuming? The misfortunes of our ruined brethren 
ought to be to us as our own. Let us not lie idle, waiting until 
Artaxerxes and Dionysius attack us with their united force: let 
us check their insolence at once, while it is yet in our power." 1 

Unfortunately we possess but a scanty fragment of this 
emphatic harangue (a panegyrical harangue, in the ancient 
sense of the word) delivered at Olympia by Lysias. But we 
see the alarming picture of the time which he laboured to im
press : Bellas already enslaved, both in the east and in the 
west, by the two greatest potentates of the age,2 Artaxerxes and 
Dionysius-and now threatened in her centre by their combined 
efforts. To feel the full probability of so gloomy an anticipa
tion, we must recollect that only in the preceding year, Diony
sius, already master of Sicily and a considerable fraction of 
Italian Greece, had stretched his naval force across to Illyria, 
armed a host of Illyrian barbarians, and sent them southward 
under Alketas against the Molossians, with the view of ulti
mately proceeding farther and pillaging the Delphian temple. 
The Laced:::emonians had been obliged to send a force to arrest 
their progress.3 No wonder then that Lysias should depict the 
despot of Syracuse as meditating ulterior projects against 
Central Greece; and as an object not only of hatred for what 
he had done, but of terror for what he was about to do, in con
junction with the other great enemy from the east.4 

1 Lysias, Orat. Frag. l. c. ®avp.&.(., ll< Aa~~:ellcup.ovlovs ... &v'l'oov p.&AciTTa, 
Tlvc ... o'rE ')WW!J.TJ XpWp.evoc, t<acop.,vrw 'r~V 'EAAcf.oa ... epcopwiTcv, ~'YE!J.OVES i!VTES 
TSJv cEA.A:{JVwV, oinc &Oltcws, &c. 

00 -yap aAAOTpfas oei Tar TWV a:rroAwAOToov ITvp.<J>op/u vop.l(ccv, all.},,' 
oiKela.s· 0 b l>' a Jl a p.. E 'i Jl a l, ~ "'s &. v ~ 7r' a b T 0 0 s .;, p. a$ a I () u v c£ p. E 's 
a p. </> o 'r 'p w v ~A 8"' IT c v, a A A' ~ W s l 'r L t ~ E IT 'r c, 'r ~ v 'roo 'r w v 
1!{3pcv t<ooAiiuac. 

I give in the text the principal points of what remains out of this 
discourse of Lysias, without confining myself to the words. 

2 Diodor. XV. 2J. ol ,.,.,'YlO''rOL 'rWV ... & .... ovva<TTWV, &c. 
8 Diodor. xv. IJ. 
4 Isokrat~s holds similar language, both about the destructive conquests 

of Dionysius, and the past sufferings and present danger of Hellas, in his 
Orat. IV. (Panegyric.}, composed about 380 B.c., and (probably enough} 
read at the Olympic festival of that year (s. 197). ~I<Tws ll' t.v ~~:al Tijs ip.ijs 
eu,oelas ... OAAol t<aTa-yeA&uecav, el SvuTvxlas Ct.vopwv ooupolp.,v tv 'rOLO~'rOCS 
t<acpots, lv oTs 'lTall.{a !J.EV ¢.vcf.<TTC%TOS -y~-yovE, ::Sc~~:eAia o~ ICaTao.OoOAWf«C 
(compare ~. I45), To<TavTac 1>1< 7I'071.ecs To is {3ap/3&pocs lrco<oovTac, ,.;;. 1>1< AOL7ra 
f'EP'f/ TWV 'EAA-f}voov lv Tots p.<-yluToCS t<cvll6vocs l<TTlv. 
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Of these two enemies, one (the Persian king) was out of 

reach. But the second-Dionysius-though not present in 
person, stood forth by his envoys and appurtenances conspicu
ous even to ostentation, beyond any man on the ground. His 
Theory or solemn legation outshone every other by the splen
dour of its tents and decorations : his chariots to run in the 
races were magnificent : his horses were of rare excellence, 
bred from the Venetian stock, imported out of the innermost 
depths of the Adriatic Gulf: 1 his poems, recited by the best 
artists in Greece, solicited applause~ by excellent delivery 
and fine choric equipments, if not by superior intrinsic merit. 
Now the antipathy against Dionysius was not only aggravated 
by all this display, contrasted with the wretchedness of im
poverished exiles whom he had dispossessed-but was also 
furnished with something to strike at and vent itself upon. Of 
such opportunity for present action against a visible object, 
Lysias did not fail to avail himself. While he vehemently 
preached a crusade to dethrone Dionysius and liberate Sicily, 
he at the same time pointed to the gold and purple tent before 
them, rich and proud above all its fellows, which lodged the 
brother of the despot with his Syracusan legation. He 
exhorted his hearers to put forth at once an avenging hand, in 
partial retribution for the sufferings of free Greece, by plund:;r
ing the tent which insulted them by its showy decorations. He 
adjured them to interfere and prevent the envoys of this 
impious despot from sacrificing or entering their chariots in 
the lists, or taking any part in the holy Pan-Hellenic festival. 2 

We cannot doubt that a large proportion of the spectators on 
the plain of Olympia felt with greater or less intensity the 
generous Pan-Hellenic patriotism and indignation to which 

Isokrat@s had addressed a letter to the elder Dionysius. He alludes 
briefly to it in his Orat. ad Philippum (Orat. v. s. 93), in terms which 
appear to indicate that it was bold and plain spoken (8pauvnpov •rcov 6,,\,\wv). 
The first letter, among the ten ascribed to Isokrat@s, purports to be a 
letter to Dionysius; but it seems rather (to judge by the last words) to be 
the preface of a letter about to follow. Nothing distinct can be made out 
from it as it now stands. 

1 Strabo, v. p. 212. 
2 Dionys. Hal. p. 519, Jud. de Lysia. 'EuTl llf) TIS alrr<f wavrryvp<Kos 

,\o-yos, lv ~ weiOe• Tobs qEAA7Jvas. • • • • l~tf!aA.,\e•v A•ovvuwv Tov Tvpavvov 
Tijs l>.pxiis, 1<al :i.<K<;\.(av iA<v8epwua•, ltpEau8a( Te .,.ijs tx8pas o.!J.r(J<o. p.&.,\o., 
O<aprr&.uavTas T~JV "Toil "Tvp&.vvov I11<7JVhv xpvu<f .,.. J<t.l rropcpvp'f J<o.l 6,,\,\rp 
wl\ovne '1rOAAcp KEI<o<Tp.7Jp.lv7Jv, &c. 

Diodor. xiv. 109. Avulas ••• '1rpoeTpo'1r:eTo .,.a, '1rA'h87J 1-'h '1rpoull<xeu8aa 
"To£s lepo£s l>.-yw<T! Tolls ~~ a<TefJE<TTJ.T?jS Tvpa7171£15os l>.we<TTUA/-'EVOVS 8ewpoiJs. 

Compare Plutarch, Vit. x. Orator. p. 836 D. 
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Lysias gave utterance. To what extent his hearers acted upon 
the unbecoming violence of his practical recommendations
how far they actually laid hands on the tents, or tried to hinder 
the Syracusans from sacrificing, or impeded the bringing out of 
their chariots for the race-we are unable to say. We are told 
that some ventured to plunder the tents : 1 how much was 
effected we do not hear. It is certain that the superintending 
Eleian authorities would interfere most strenuously to check 
any such attempt at desecrating the festival, and to protect the 
Syracusan envoys in their tents, their regular sacrifice, and 
their chariot-running. And it is further certain, as far as our 
account goes, that the Syracusan chariots actually did run on 
the lists ; because they were, though by various accidents, 
disgracefully unsuccessful, or overturned and broken in pieces.2 

To any one however who reflects on the Olympic festival, 
~with all its solemnity and its competition for honours of various 
kinds, it will appear that the mere manifestation of so violent 
an antipathy, even though restrained from breaking out into 
act, would be sufficiently galling to the Syracusan envoys. 
But the case would be far worse, when the poems of Dionysius 
came to be recited. These were volunteer manifestations, 
delivered (like the harangue of Lysias) before such persons 
as chose to come and hear; not comprised in the regular 
solemnity, nor therefore under any peculiar protection by the 
Eleian authorities. Dionysius stood forward of his own accord 
to put himself upon his trial as a poet before the auditors. Here 
therefore the antipathy against the despot might be manifested 
by the most unreserved explosions. And when we are told 
that the badness of the poems 8 caused them to be received 
with opprobrious ridicule, in spite of the excellence of the 
recitation, it is easy to see that the hatred intended for the 
person of Dionysius was discharged upon his verses. Of course 
the hissers and hooters would make it clearly understood what 
they really meant, and would indulge in the full licence of 
heaping curses upon his name and acts. Neither the best 
reciters of Greece, nor the best poems even of Sophokles or 

· Pindar, could have any chance against such predetermined 
antipathy. And the whole scene would end in the keenest 
disappointment and humiliation, inflicted upon the Syracusan 

·envoys as well as upon the actors; being the only channel 
through which the retributive chastisement of Hellas could be 
made to reach the author. Though not present in person at 

1 Diodor. xiv. 109. 
2 Diodor. xiv. 109. 

".nu7e '7'&vi'J.s '7'o'Ap/ijua.& B&a.p1rCl.(e•v .,.(,s O't(1Jvcfs. 
8 Diodor. xiv. 109. 
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Olympia, the despot felt the chastisement in his inmost soul. 
The mere narrative of what had passed plunged him into an 
agony of sorrow, which for some time seemed to grow worse by 
brooding on the scene, and at length drove him nearly mad. 
He was smitten with intolerable consciousness of the profound 
hatred borne towards him, even throughout a large portion of 
the distant and independent Hellenic world. He fancied that 
this hatred was shared by all around him, and suspected every 
one as plotting against his life. To such an excess of cruelty 
did this morbid excitement carry him, that he seized several 
of his best friends, under false accusations, or surmises, and 
caused them to be slain.! Even his brother Leptines, and hisj 
ancient partisan Philistus, men who had devoted their lives first 
to his exaltation, and afterwards to his service, did not escape. 
Having given umbrage to him by an intermarriage between 
their families made without his privity, both were banished froir 
Syracuse, and retired to Thurii in Italy, where they received 
that shelter and welcome which Leptines had peculiarly merited 
by his conduct in the Lucanian war. The exile of Leptines 
did not last longer than (apparently) about a year, after which 
Dionysius relented, recalled him, and gave him his daughter in 
marriage. But Philistus remained in banishment more than 
sixteen years; not returning to Syracuse until after the death 
of Dionysius the elder, and the accession of Dionysius the 
younger.2 

1 Diodor. X\'. 7· '0 ll~ l!.taVV<rtos, l1.1col"ras TtJV .,.r;, 'II"Ol'f/J.Ulrwv KaTa· 
cppovf}ow, ~VE'II"EO"EV eis ll7repf3oJ..1]v li.O'Tr'f/S. 'Ael ll~ p.ali.J..ov Tov ,.c£9ovs 
E'lrlTaO"lV }o.ap.jj&.vovTos, p.avuf>O'f/S 1J,c£eeou KaT~O"Xf TtJV ljtvx1Jv auTov, Kal 
cpeove<v ab'l"q> cprf.O"Kwv li.TravTas, Taos <J>[l\ovs ll7rdnr1"Evev C:.s ~,.,f:JovJ..e6ovTas· 
Kal 7Tipas, E>rl TOO"ovro 7rpo'ijli.Oe li.O'Tr'f/' Kal 7TapaKo7Tfjs, &O"Te Twv cplltwv 
7TOAAOOS p.ov ~'11"1 >/Jevli€O"W alTla•s &.veJ..e(v, OUK oll.(-yovs li~ Kal ~<J>v['rf.OEVITEV" EV 
ofs ~v <!>lli.IO"Tos, Kal Ae7rTlV'f/S o &.liell.cp&s, &c. 

2 For the banishment, and the return, of Philistus and Leptinlls, compare 
Diodor. xv. 7, and Plutarch, Dion. c. 11. Probably it was on this occasion 
that Polyxenus, the brother-in-law of Dionysius, took flight as the only 
means of preserving his life (Plutarch, Dion. c. :ZI ). 

Plutarch mentious the incident which offended Dionysius and caused 
both Philistus and Leptini!'s to be banished. Diodorus does not notice this 
incident ; yet it is not irreconcileable with his narrative. Plutarch does nc'· 
mention the banishment of Leptines, but only that of Philistus. 

On the other hand, he affirms (and Nepos also, Dion. c. 3) that Philistus 
did not return until after the death of the elder Dionysius, while Diodorus 
states his return conjointly with that of Leptines-not indicating any 
difference of time. Here I follow Plutarch's statement as the more 
probable. 

There is however one point which is perplexing. Plutarch (Timoleon, 
c. 15) animadverts upon a passage in the history of Philistus, wherein that 
historian had dwelt with a pathos which Plutarch thinks childish and 
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Such was the memorable scene at the Olympic festival of 

384 B.c., together with its effect upon the mind of Dionysius. 
Diodorus, while noticing all the facts, has cast an air of 
ridicule over them by recognising nothing except the vexation 
of Dionysius, at the ill success of his poem, as the cause of his 
mental suffering ; and by referring to the years 388 B.c. and 
386 B.c., that which properly belongs to 384 B.c.1 Now it is 

excessive, upon the melancholy condition of the daughters of Leptinl!s, 
"who had fallen from the splendour of a court into a poor and mean 
condition." How is this reconcileable with the fact stated by Diodorus, 
that Leptines "as recalled from exile by Dionysius after a short time, taken 
into favour again, and invested with command at 'the battle of Kronium, 
where he was slain? It seems difficult to believe that Philistus could have 
insisted with so much sympathy upon the privations endured by the daughters 
of Leptines, if the exile of the father bad lasted only a short time. 

1 In a former chapter of this History (ch. lxxvii. vol. x.), I have already 
shown grounds, derived from the circumstances of Central Greece and 
Persia, for referring the discourse of Lysias, just noticed, to Olympiad 99 
or 384 B.C. I here add certain additional reasons, derived from what is 
said about Dionysius, iowards the same conclusion. 

In xiv. 109, Diodorus describes the events of 388 B.C., the year of 
Olympiad 98, during wl1ich Dionysius was still engaged in war in Italy, 
besieging Rbegium. He says that Dionysius made unparalleled efforts to 
send a great display to this festival; a splendid legation with richly decorated 
tents, several fine chariots-and-four, and poems to be recited by the best 
actors. He st:~tes that Lysias the orator delivereil a strong invective 
against him, exciting those who heard it to exclude the Syracusan despot 
from sacrificing, and to plunder the 1·ich tents. He then details how the 
purposes of Dionysius failed miserably on every point ; the fine tents were 
assailed, the chariots all ran wrong or were broken, the poems were hissed, 
the ships returning to Syracuse were wrecked, &c. Yet in spite of this 
accumulation of misfortunes (he tells us), Dionysius was completely soothed 
by his flatterers (who told him that such envy always followed upon 
greatness), and did not desist from poetical efforts. 

Again, in xv. 6, 7, Diodorus describes the events of 386 B.C. Here he 
again tells us, that Dionysius, persevering in his poetical occupations, 
composed verses which were very indifferent-that he was angry with and 
punished Philoxenus and others who criticised them freely-that he sent 
some of these compositions to be recited at the Olympic festival, with the 
best actors and rec1ters-that the poems, in spite of these advantages, were 
despised and derided by the Olympic audience-that Dionysius was 
distressed by this repulse, even to anguish and madness, and to the 
Karious severities and cruelties against his friends which have been already 
.. 1entioned in my text. · 

Now upon this we must remark:-
I. The year 386 B.C. is not an Olympic ·year. Accordingly, the pro

ceedings described by Diodorus in xv. 6, 7, all done by Dionysius after 
his hands were free from war, must be transferred. to the nexhOlympic 
year, 384 B.C. The year in which Dionysius was so deeply stung by the 
events of Olympia, must therefore have been 384 B.c., or Olympiad 99 
(relating to 388 B. c.). 

2. Compare Diodor. xiv. 109 with xv. 7·. In the first passage, Dionysius 
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improbable, in the first place, that the poem of Dionysius,~
himself a man of ability and having every opportunity of 
profiting 1 by good critics whom he had purposely assembled 
around him-should have been so ridiculously bad as to 
disgust an impartial audience : next, it is still more improbable 
that a simple poetical failure, though doubtless mortifying to 
him, should work with such fearful effect as to plunge him into 
anguish and madness. To unnerve thus violently a person like 
Dionysius-deeply stained with the great crimes of unscru
is represented as making the most prodigious efforts to display himself at 
Olympia in every way, by fine tents, chariots, poems, &c.-and also as 
having undergone the signal insult from the orator Lysias, with the most 
disgraceful failure in every way. Yet all this he is described to have borne 
with tolerable equanimity, being soothed by his flatterers. But, in xv. 7 
(relating to 386 B.c., or more probably to 384 B.c.) he is represented as 
having merely failed in respect to the effect of his poems ; nothing whatever 
being said about display of any other kind, nor about an harangue from 
Lysias, nor insult to the envoys or the tents. Yet the simple repulse of the 
poems is on this occasion affirmed to have thrown Dionysius into a paroxysm 
of sorrow and madness. 

Now if the great and insulting treatment, which Diodorus refers to 388 
B. c., could be borne patiently by Dionysius-how are we to believe that he 
was driven mad by the far less striking failure in 384 B. c. ? Surely it 
stands to reason that the violent invective of Lysias and the profound 
humiliation of Dionysius, are parts of one and the same Olympic phreno
menon; the former as cause, or an essential part of the cause-the latter 
as effect. The facts will then read consistently and in proper harmony. 
As they now appear in Diodorus, there is no rational explanation of the 
terrible suffering of Dionysius described in xv. 7 ; it appears like a comic 
exaggeration of reality. 

3· Again, the prodigious efforts and outlay, which Diodorus affirms 
Dionysius to have made in 388 B.C. for display at the Olympic games
come just at the time when Dionysius, being in the middle of his Italian 
war, could hardly have had either leisure or funds to devote so much to the 
other purpose; whereas at the next Olympic festival, or 384 B.C. he was 
free from war, and had nothing to divert him from preparing with great 
efforts all the means of Olympic success. 

It appears to me that the facts which Diodorus has stated are nearly all 
correct, but that he has misdated them, referring to 388 B.c., or Olymp. 
98-what properly belongs to 384 B.c., or Olymp. 99· Very possibly 
Dionysius may have sent one or more chariots to run in the former of tbe 
two Olympiads; but his signal efforts, with his insulting failure, brought 
about partly by Lysias, belong to the latter. 

Dionysius of Halikarnassus, to whom we owe the citation from the 
oration of Lysias, does not specify to which of the Olympiads it belongs. 

1 Diodor. xv. 7· .0.10 Kal 1ro1.f,p.aTa. -ypdcf>w' {nrErrr.f,<faTo J.<ET!i. 7roA.A.i)s 
(f71'0VIii)s, ICctl 'TOVs tJI 'T06TOIS liO~aJI ixoVTaS !J.E'T<71',J.'71'E'TO, Kctl 7rp0'1'i!J.WP 
a~'TOVs <1VPOdTpi/3E, Kal 'TWJI 71'017Jp.cJ.TwP l7ri<1Tcf'TaS Kal liiop0WT/i.s 
•lx•v. 

The Syracusan historian Athanis (or Athen!s) had noticed some peculiar 
phrases which appeared in the verses of Dionysius: see Athenreus, iii. 
p. 98. 
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pulous ambition, but remarkably exempt from infirmities
some more powerful cause is required ; and that cause stands. 
out conspicuously, when we conceive the full circumstances of 
the Olympic festival of 384 B.C. He had accumulated for this. 
occasion all the means of showing himself off, like Krcesus in
his interview with Solon, as the most prosperous and powerful 
man in the Hellenic world ; 1 means beyond the reach of any 
contemporary, and surpassing even Hiero or Thera of former 
days, whose praises in the odes of Pindar he probably had in 
his mind. He counted, probably with good reason, t' -• his. 
splendid legation, chariots, apd outfit of acting and r/ -
for the poems, would surpass everything else seen o· 

·plain; and he fully expected such reward. as the ,.,{c were 
always glad to bestow on rich men who exhauster' /1eir purses. 
in the recognised vein of Hellenic pious ostentat.on. In this 
high-wrought state of expectation, what does Dionysius hear, 
by his messengers returning from the festival? That their 
mission had proved a total failure, and even worse than a. 
failure ; that the display had called forth none of the usual 
admiration, not because there were rivals on the ground equal 
or·superior, but simply because it came from him; that its very 
magnificence had operated to render the explosion of antipathy 
against him louder and more violent; that his tents in the 
sacred ground had been actually assailed, and that access to 
sacrifice, as wel.l as to the matches, had been secured to him only 
by the interposition of authority. We learn indeed that his 
chariots failed in the field by unlucky accidents ; but in the 
existing temper of the crowd, these very accidents would be
seized as occasions for derisory cheering agail}st him. To this. 
we must add explosions of hatred, yet more furious, elicited by 
his poems, putting the reciters to utter shame. At the moment 
when Dionysius expected to hear the account of an unparalleled. 
triumph, he is thus informed, not merely of disappointment,. 
but of insults to himself, direct and personal, the most poignant 
ever offered by Greeks to a Greek, amidst the holiest and mo::;t 
frequented ceremony of the Hellenic world. 2 Never in any 

1 Thucyd. vi. 16. ol -rl.p "EII./1.1/VES Kal ;,;,.~p 'IJ6vap.w p.e((w .q,..c;,, ... ~, '/I'OAW' 
lv6p.lfrav, -r<f 'p.<f '6ta1rpnrei .-ijs 'OA.vp.'ll'fa(• 8•wpias (speech of Alkibiades). 

2 See a striking passage in the discourse called Archidamus (Or. vi. s. 
III, 112) of Isokrates, in which the Spartans are tnacle to feel keenly their 
altered position after the defeat of Leuktra: especially the insupportable 
pain of encountering, when they attended the Olympic festival, slights or· 
disparagements from the spectators, embittered by open taunts from the· 
re-established Messenians-instead of the honour and reverence which they
had become accustomed to expect. 

VOL. XI. C 
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()ther case do we read of public antipathy against an individual 
being carried to the pitch of desecrating by violence the 
majesty of the Olympic festival. 

Here then were the real and sufficient causes-not the mere 
ill-success of his poem~which penetrated the soul of Dionysius, 
driving him into anguish and temporary madness. Though 
he had silenced the Vox Populi at Syracuse, not all Lis 
mercenaries, ships, and forts in Ortygia, could save him from 
feeling its force, when thus emphatically poured fm th against 
him by the free-spoken crowd at Olympia. 

It was apparently shortly after the peace of 387 B.c., that 
Dionysius reseived at Syracuse the visit of the philosopher 
Plato.! The latter-having come to Sicily on a voyage of 
inquiry and curiosity,-especially to see Mount n:tna-was 
introduced by his friends the philosophers of Tarentum to 
Dion, then a young man, resident at Syracuse, and brother of 
Aristomache, the wife of Dionysius. Of Plato and Dion I 
shall speak more elsewhere : here I notice the philosopher only 
.as illustrating the history and character of Dionysius. I )ion, 
having been profoundly impressed with the conversation of 
Plato, prevailed upon Dionysius to invite and talk with him 
also. Plato discoursed eloquently upon justice and virtue, 
enforcing his doctrine that wicked men were inevitably miser
able,-·that true happiness belonged only to the virtuous· and 
that desputs could not lay clai·m to the merit of courage. 2 

This meagre abstract does not at all enable us to follow the 
This may help us to form some estimate of the painful sentiment of 

Dionysius, when his envoys returned from the Olympic festivai of 384 B.C. 
1 There are different statements about the precise year in which PI" to 

was born : see Diogenf!s Lnert. iii. I--6. The accounts fluctuate between 
429 and 428 B.C. ; and Hennodorus (ap. Diog. L. iii. 6) appears to have 
put it in 427 B.c.: see Corsini, Fast. Attic. iii. p. 230; Ast. Platon's 
Leben. p. 14. 

Plato (Epistol. vii. p. 324) states himself to have been about (a-x•oov) 
forty years of age when he visited Sicily for the first time. If we accqJt 
as the date of his birth 428 B.c., he would be furty years of age in 
388 D.C. 

It seems improbable that the conversation of Plato with Dion at Syracuse 
(which was continued sufficiently long to exercise a marked and p~nnanent 
influence on the character of the latter), and his interviews with Dio:1ysius, 
should have taken place while Dionysins was carrying on the Italian war or 
the siege of Rhegium. I think that the date of the interview must be placed 
after the capture of Rheginm in 387 B.c. And the expression of Plato <given 
in a letter written more than thirty yearti afterwards) about his own a;;t:, is 
not to be taken as excluding the supposition that he might have been 
forty-one or forty-two when he came to Syracuse. 

Athenu:us (xi. p. 507) mentions the visit of Plato. 
2 Plutarch, Diun, c. 5· 
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philosopher's argument. But it is plain that he set forth his 
general views on social and political subjects with as much 
freedom and dignity of speech before Dionysius as before any 
simple citizen; and we are further told, that the by-standers 
were greatly captivated by his manner and language. Not so 
the despot himself. After one or two repetitions of the like 
discourse, 'he became not merely averse to the doctrine, but 
hostile to the person, of Plato. According to the statement of 

' Diodorus, he caused the philosopher to be seized, taken down 
.: to the Syracusan slave-market, and there put up for sale as a 
F slave at the price of zo mime; which his friends subscribed to 

pay, and thus released him. According to ~lutarch, Plato 
himself was anxious to depart, and was put by Dion aboard a 
trireme which was about to convey home the Lacedremonian 
envoy Pollis. But Dionysius secretly entreated Pollis to cause 
him to be slain on the voyage-or at least to sell him as a 
slave. Plato was accordingly landed at JEgina, and there sold. 
He was purchased, or re-purchased, by Annikeris of Kyrene, 
and sent back to Athens. This latter is the more probable 
story of the two ; but it seems to be a certain fact that Plato 
was really sold, and became for a moment a slave.1 

That Dionysius should listen to the discourse of Plato with 
repugnance, not less decided than that which the Emperor. 
Napoleon was wont to show towards ideologists-was an event 
naturally to be expected. But that, not satisfied with dismiss
ing the philosopher, he should seek to kill, maltreat, or disgrace 
him, illustrates forcibly the vindictive and irritable elements of 
his character, and shows how little he was likely to respect the 
lives of those who stood in his way as political opponents. 

Dionysius was at the same time occupied with new construc
tions, military, civil, and religious, at Syracuse. He enlarged 
the fortifications of the city by adding a new line of wall, ex· 
tending along the southern cliff of Epipolre, from Euryalus to 
the suburb called Neapolis ; which suburb was now, it would 
appear, surrounded by a sepa;rate wall of its own-or perhaps 
may have been so surrounded a few years earlier, though we 
know that it was unfortified and open during the attack of' 
Imilkon in 396 B.c.2 At the same time, probably, the fort at 

1 Plutarch, Dion. c. 5; Diodor. xv. 7; Diogen. Laert. iii. 17; Cornelius 
Nepos, Dion. c. z. 

2 Diodor. xiv. 63. It was in the construction of these extensive fortifi
cations, seemingly, that Dionysius demolished the chapel which had been 
erected by the Syracusans in honour of Diokl~s (Diodor. xiii. 635). 

Serra di Falco (Antichita di Sicilia, vol. iv. p. 107) thinks that Dionysius 
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the Euryalis was enlarged and completed to the point of grandeur 
which its present remains indicate. The whole slope of Epi
polre became thus bordered and protected by fortifications, from 
its base at Achradina to its apex at Euryalus. And Syracuse 
now comprised five separately fortified portions,-Epipolre, 
Neapolis, Tyche, Achradina, and Ortygia; each portion having 
its own fortification, though the four first were included within 
the same outer walls. Syracuse thus became the largest forti- ~ 
tied city in all Greece; larger even than Athens in its then 
existing state, though not so large as Athens had been during 
the Peloponnesian war, while the Phaleric wall was yet standing .. 

Besides these extensive fortifications, Dionysius also enlarged 
the docks and arsenals so as to provide accommodation for zoo 
men of war. He constructed spacious gymnasia on the banks 
of the river Anapus, without the city walls ; and he further 
decorated the city with various new temples in honour of 
different gods.1 

Such costly novelties added grandeur as well as security 
to Syracuse, and conferred imposing celebrity on the despot 
himself. They were dictated by the same aspirations as had 
prompted his ostentatious legation to Olympia in 384 n.c.; a 
legation of which the result had been so untoward and intoler
able to his feelings. They were intended to console, and 
doubtless did in part console, the Syracusan people for the loss 
of their freedom. And they were further designed to serve as 
fuller preparations for the war against Carthage, which he was 
now bent upon renewing. He was obliged to look about for a 
pretext, since the Carthaginians had given him no just cause. 
But this, though an aggression, was a Pan-Hellenic aggression,2 

calculated to win for him the sympathies of all Greeks, philo
sophers as well as the multitude. And as the war was begun 
in the year immediately succeeding the insult cast upon him at 
Olympia, we may ascribe it in part to a wish to perform exploits 

constructed only the northern wall up the cliff of Epipolre, not the 
southern. This latter (in his opinion) was not constructed until the time 
of Hiero II. 

I dissent from him on this point. The passage here referred to in 
Diodorus affords to my mind sufficient evidence that the elder Dionysius 
constructed both the southern wall of Epipolre and the fortification of 
Neapolis. The same conclusion moreover appears to result from what we 
read of the proceedings of Dion and Timoleon afterwards. 

1 Diodor. xv. 13. 
2 See Plato, Epist. vii. pp. 333, 336-also some striking lines, addressed 

by the poet Theokritus to Hiero II. despot at Syracuse in the succeeding 
century: Theokrit. xvi. 75-85. 

Dionysius-?(-hn• ll.a{3iiv 7rp&cpaaw elill.ooyov 'Toil 7roll.lp.ov, &c. 
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such as might rescue his name from the like opprobrium in 
future. 

The sum of r soo talents, recently pillaged from the temple 
at AgylJa,I enabled Dionysius to fit out a large army for his 
projected war. Entering into intrigues with some of the dis
affected dependencies of Carthage in Sicily, he encouraged 
them to revolt, and received them into his alliance. The Car
thaginians sent envoys to remonstrate, but could obtain no 
redress ; upon which they on their side prepared for war, 
accumulated a large force of hired foreign mercenaries under 
Magon, and contracted alliance with some of the Italiot Greeks 
hostile to Dionysius. Both parties distributed their forces so 
as to act partly in Sicily, partly in the •adjoining peninsula of 
Italy; but the great stress of war fell on Sicily, where Dionysius 
and Magon both commanded in person. After several combats 
partial and indecisive, a general battle was joined at a place 
called Kabala. The contest was murderous, and the bravery 
great on both sides; but at length Dionysius gained a complete 
victory. Magon himself and ro,ooo men of his army were 
slain; sooo were made prisoners; while the remainder were 
driven to retreat to a neighbouring eminence, strong, but destitute 
of water. They were forced to send envoys entreating peace ; 
which Dionysius consented to grant, but only on condition that 
every Carthaginian should be immediately withdrawn from all 
the cities in the island, and that he should be reimbursed for 
the costs of the war.2 

The Carthaginian generals affected to accept the terms offered, 
but stated (what was probably the truth) that they could not 
pledge themselves for the execution of such terms, wit'bout 
assent from the authorities at home. They solicited a truce 
of a few days, to enable them to send thither for instructions. 
Persuaded that they could not escape, Dionysius granted their 
request. Accounting the emancipation of Sicily from the Punic 
yoke to be already a fact accomplished, he triumphantly exalted 
himself on a pedestal higher even than that.of Gelon. But this 
very confidence threw him off his guard and proved ruinous to 
him; as it happened frequently in Grecian military proceedings. 
The defeated Carthaginian army gradually recovered their 
spirits. In place of the slain general Magon, who was buried 
with magnificence, his son was named commander ; a youth of 
extraordinary energy and ability, who so contrived to reassure 
and reorganise his troops, that when the .truce expired, he was 
ready for a second battle. Probably the Syracusans were taken 

1 Diodor. xv. 15. 2 Diodor. xv. 15. 
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by surprise and not fully prepared. At least the fortune of 
Dionysius had fled. In this second action, fought at a spot 
called Kronium, he underwent a terrible and ruinous defeat. 
His brother Leptines, who commanded on one wing, was slain 
gallantly fighting ; those around him were defeated ; while 
Dionysius himself, with his select troops on the other wing, 
had at first some advantage, but was at length beaten and 
driven back. The whole army fled in disorder to the camp, 
pursued with merciless vehemence by the Carthaginians, who, 
incensed by their previous defeat, neither gave quarter nor took 
prisoners. Fourteen thousand dead bodies of the defeated 
Syracusan army are said to have been picked up for buri:1l; 
the rest were only preserved by night and by the shelter of their 
camp.1 

Such was the signal victory-the salvation of the army, per
haps even of Carthage herself-gained at Kronium by the 
youthful son of Magon. Immediately after it, he ro:tired to 
Panormus. His army probably had been too much enfeebled 
by the former defeat to undertake further offensive operations ; 
moreover he himself had as yet no regular appointment as 
general. The Carthaginian authorities too had the prudence to 
seize this favourable moment for making peace, and sent to 
Dionysius envoys with full powers. But Dionysius only ob
tained peace by large concessions; giving up to Carthage 
Selinus with its territory, as well as half the Agrigentine 
territory--all that lay to the west of the river Halykus ; and 
further covena~.ting to pay to Carthage the sum of 10oo talents.2 
To these unfavourable conditions Dionysius was constrained to 
subscribe; after having but a few days before required the 
Carthaginians to evacuate all Sicily, and pay the costs of the 
war. As it seems doubtful whether Dionysius would have so 
large a sum ready to pay down at once, we may reasonably 
presume that he would undertake to liquidate it by annual 
instalments. And we thus find confirmation of the memorable 
statement of Plato, that Dionysius became tributary to the 
Carthaginians. 3 

Such are the painful gaps in Grecian history as it is trans
mitted to us, that we hear scarcely anything about Dionysius 

1 Diodor. xv. 16, 17. 2 Diodor. xv. 17. 
3 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 333 A. After reciting the advice which Dian 

and he had given to Dionysius the younger, he proceeds to say--
(!-rocf<OII -yii.p dvo.c, -ro6-r<»ll ')'EIIOp.EP<»II, 1ro.\o p.C.X.\o11 5ov.\c{"ro.u8o.c Kapx'loovlavs 
"T1}s ~'ll'l rEA..CclVOS aVToZs '}'fEVOIJ.€V1JS OouA.e[a~, a A A' 0 v x, t/J a 11' E p Jl [!II 

-r o v 11 a 11 ·rl o 11, o 71" a -r h p a v -r o v <P & p o v iT&.~ a -r o <P E p • 1 11 T o is 
/:3 a p {3 &. p o' s, &c. 
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for thirteen years after the peace of 383-382 B.C. It seems 
that the Carthaginians (in 379 B.c.) sent an armament to the 
southern portion of Italy for the purpose of re-establishing the 
town of Hipponium and its inhabitants.1 But their attention 
appears to have been withdrawn from this enterprise by the 
recurrence of previous misfortunes-fearful pestilence, and revolt 
of their Libyan dependencies, which seriously threatened the 
safety of their city. Again, Dionysius also, during one of these 
years, undertook some operations, of which a faint echo reaches 
us, in thi_s same Italian peninsula (now· Ca1abria Ultra). He 
projected a line of wall across the narrowest portion or isthmus 

· of the peninsula, from the Gulf of Skyletium to that of Hip
ponium, so as to separate the territory of Lokri from the northern 
portion of Italy, and secure it completely to his own control. 
Professedly the wall was destined to repel the incursions of the 
Lucanians; but in reality (we are told) Dionysius wished to 
cut off the connexion between Lokri and the other Greeks in 
the Tarentine Gulf. These latter are said to have interposed 
from without, and prevented the execution of the scheme ; but 
its natural difficulties would be in themselves no small impedi
ment, nor are we sure that the wall was even·begun.2 

During this interval, momentous events (recounted in my 
previous chapters) had occurred in Central Greece. In 382 
B.c., the Spartans made themselves by fraud masters of Thebes, 
and placed a permanent garrison in the Kadmeia. In 38o B.c., 
they put down the Olynthian confederacy, thus attaining the 
maximum of their power. But in 379 B.c., there occurred the 
revolution at Thebes achieved by the conspiracy of Pelopidas, 
who expelled the Lacedremonians from the Kadmeia. Involved 
in a burdensome war against Thebes and Athens, together with 
other allies, the Lacedremonians gradually lost ground, and had 
become much reduced before the peace of 371 B.C., which left 
them to contend with 'Thebes alone. Then came the fatal 
battle of Leuktra which prostrated their military ascendency 
altogether. These incidents have been already related at large 
in former chapters. Two years before the battle of Leuktra, 
Dionysius sent to the aid of the Lacedremonians at Korkyra a 
squadron of ten ships, all of which were captured by Iphikrates; 
about three years after the battle, when the Thebans and their 

1 Diodor. xv. 24. 
2 Strabo, vi. p. 261; Pliny, H. N. iii. ro. The latter calls the isthmus 

twenty miles broad. and savs that Dionvsius wished Cintercisam) to cut it 
through: Strabo says that he proposed to wall it across (a<aT«xl(ELv), 
which is more probable. 
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allies were pressing Sparta in Peloponnesus, he twice sent 
thither a military force of Gauls and Iberians to reinforce her 
army. But his troops neither stayed long, nor rendered any 
very conspicuous service.1 

In this year we hear of a fresh attack by Dionysius against 
the Carthaginians. Observing that they had been lately much 
enfeebled by pestilence and by mutiny of their African subjects, 
he thought the opportunity favourable for trying to recover 
what the peace of 383 B.C. had obliged him to relinquish. A 
false pretence being readily found, he invaded the Carthaginian 
possessions in the west of Sicily with a large land-force of 3o,ooo 
foot, and 3ooo horse ; together with a fleet of 300 sail, and 
store ships in proportion. After ravaging much of the open 
territory of the Carthaginians, he succeeded in mastering Seli
nus, Entella, and Eryx-and then laid siege to Lilybaoum. 
This town, close to the western cape of Sicily,2 appears to have 
arisen as a substitute for the neighbouring town of Motye (of 
which we hear lU:tle more since its capture by Dionysius in 396 
B.c.), and to have become the principal Carthaginian station. 
He began to attack it by active siege and battering machines. 
But it was so numerously garrisoned, and so well defended, 
that he was forced to raise the siege and confine himself to 
blockade. His fleet kept the harbour guarded, so as to inter
cept supplies from Africa. Not long afterwards, however, he 
received intelligence that a fire had taken place in the port of 
Carthage whereby all her ships had been burnt. Being thus 
led to conceive that there was no longer any apprehension of 
naval attack from Carthage, he withdrew his fleet from con
tinuous watch off Lilybaoum; keeping 130 men of war near at 
hand, in the harbour of Eryx, and sending the remainder home 
to Syracuse. Of this incautious proceeding the Carthaginians 
took speedy advantage. The conflagration in their port had 
bt:en much overstated. There still remained to them zoo 
ships of war, which, after being equipped in silence, sailed across 
in the night to Eryx. Appearing suddenly in the harbour, they 
attacked the Syracusan fleet completely by surprise ; and suc
ceeded, without serious resistance, in capturing and towing off 
nearly all of them. After so capital an advantage, Lilybaoum 
became open to reinforcement and supplies by sea, so that 
Dionysius no longer thought it worth while to prosecute the 
blockade. On the approach of winter, both parties resumed 

l Xenopb. Hellen. vi. 2, 4, 33 ; vii. i. 2o-28. Diocl.or. xv. 70. 
2 Diodor. xxii. p. 304-
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the position which they had occupied before the recent 
movement.1 

The despot had thus gained nothing by again taking up 
arms, nor were the Sicilian dependencies of the Carthaginians 
at all cut down below that which they acquired by the treaty 
of 383 B.c. But he received (about January or February 
367 B.c.) news of a different species of success, which gave him 
hardly less satisfaction than a victory by land or sea. In the 
Lenrean festival of Athens, one of his tragedies had been 
rewarded with the first prize. A chorist who had been employed 
in the performance-eager to convey the first intelligence of 
this success to Syracuse and to obtain the recompense which 
would naturally await the messenger-hastened from Athens 
to Corinth, found a vessel just starting for Syracuse, and reached 
Syracuse by a straight course with the advantage of favourable 
winds. He was the first to communicate the news, and received 
the full reward of his diligence. Dionysius was overjoyed at 
the distinction conferred upon him; for though on former 
occasions he had obtained the second or third place in the 
Athenian competitions, he had never before been adjudged 
worthy of the first prize. Offering sacrifice to the gods for 
the good news, he invited his friends to a splendid banquet, 
wherein he indulged in an unusual measure of conviviality. 
But the joyous excitement, coupled with the effects of the 
wine, brought on an attack of fever, of which he shortly 
afterwards died, after a reign of 38 years. 2 

Thirty-eight years, of a career so full of effort, adventure, and 
danger, as that of Dionysius, must have left a constitution 
sufficiently exhausted to give way easily before acute disease. 
Throughout this long period he had never spared himself. 
He was a man of restless energy and activity, bodily as well as 
mental; always personally at the head of his troops in war
keeping a vigilant eye and a decisive hand upon all the det~ils 
of his government at home-yet employing spare time (which 
Philip of Macedon was surprised that he could find 3) in com
posing tragedies of his own, to compete for prizes fairly 
adjudged. His personal bravery was conspicuous, and he was 
twice severely wounded in leading his soldiers to assault. His 
effective skill as an ambitious politician-his military resource 
as a commander-and the long-sighted care with which he 
provided implements of offence as well as of defence before 
undertaking war- are remarkable features in his character. 

1 Diodor. xv. 73 ; xvi. 5· 2 Diodor. xv. 74 
s Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 15. 
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The Roman Scipio Africanus was wont to single out Dionysius 
and AgathokU:s (the history of the latter begins about fifty 
years after the death of the former), both of them despots of 
Syracuse, as the two Greeks of greatest ability for action known 
to him--men who combined, in the most memorable degree, 
daring with sagacity.1 This criticism, coming from an excellent 
judge, is borne out by the biography of both, so far as it comes 
to our knowledge. No other Greek can be pointed out, who, 
starting from a position humble and unpromising, raised himself 
to so lofty a pinnacle of dominion at home, achieved such 
striking military exploits abroad, and preserved his grandeur 
unimpaired throughout the whole of a long life. Dionysius 
boasted that he bequeathed to his son an empire fastened by 
adamantine chains; 2 so powerful was his mercenary force
so firm his position in Ortygia~so completely had the Syra
cusans been broken in to subjection. There cannot be a better 
test of vigour and ability than the unexampled success with 
which Dionysius and Agathokles played the gar.,e of the despot, 
and to a certain extent that of the conqueror. Of the two, 
Dionysius was the most favoured by fortune. Both indeed 
profited by one auxiliary accident, which distinguished Syracuse 
fi:om other Grecian cities; the local speciality of Ortygia. That 
islet seemed expressly made to be garrisoned as a separate 
fortress -apart from, as well as against, the rest of Syracuse~ 
having full command of the harbour, docks, naval force, and 
naval approach. But Dionysius had, besides, several peculiar 
interventions of the gods in his favour, sometimes at the most 
critical moments : such was the interpretation put by his enemies 
(and doubtless by his friends also) upon those repeated pesti
lences which smote the Carthaginian armies with a force far 
more deadly than the spear of the Syracusan hoplite. On four 
or five distinct occasions, during the life of Dionysius, we read 
of this unseen foe as destroying the Carthaginians both in Sicily 
and in Africa, but leaving the Syracusans untouched. Twice 
did it arrest the progress of Imilkon, when in the full career 
of victory; once, after the capture of Gela and Kamarina-a 
second time, when, after his great naval victory off Katana, he 
had brought his numerous host under the walls of Syracuse, 
and was actually master of the open suburb of Achradina. 

1 Poly b. xv. 35· Atb t<al n&,.A.wv ::lt<t?l'[wv&. cparrt, 'I'OV ?l'pwTov t<aTa?l'ol>.ff'f,
dawra Kapx?JDoviovs, ~pwTrtOEvra, Tlvas {nroJ\ap./3ftPEL 7rpa')'.I-Ht'TLH:U'Td'Tovs 
ltv~pas -yeyuvevat t<al rrvv vqi '1'0Af"7JPO'I'cf'l'ous, oi?rttv, TOVS ?repl 'A-yo.9oi<Aiia 
KU.~ Ll.wv60'tov ToOs ~tKffAtWTa.s. 

2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 7· 
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On both these occasions the pestilence made a complete revo
lution in the face of the war; exalting Dionysius from impend
ing ruin, to assured safety in the one, and to unmeasured 
triumph in the other. We are bound to allow for this good 
fortune (the like of which never befell Agathokles), when we 
contemplate the long prosperity of Dionysius,1 and when we 
adopt, as in justice we must adopt, the panegyric of Scipio 
African us. 

The preceding chapter has detailed the means whereby 
Dionysius attained his prize, and kept it; those employed by 
Agathokles-analogous in spirit but of still darker colouring 
in the details-will appear hereafter. That Hermokrates-who 
had filled with credit the highest offices in the State and whom 
men had acquired the habit of following-should aspire to 
become despot, was no unusual ph[enomenon in Grecian politics; 
but that Dionysius should' aim at mounting the same ladder, 
seemed absurd or even insane-to use the phrase of Isokrates. 2 

If, then, in spite' of such disadvantage he succeeded in fasten
ing round his countrymen, accustomed to a free constitution 
as their birthright, those "adamantine chains" which they were 
well known to abhor-we may be sure that his plan of pro
ceeding must have been dexterously chosen, and prosecuted 
with consummate perseverance and audacity; but we may be 
also sure that it was nefarious in the extreme. The machinery 
of fraud whereby the people were to be cheated into a temporary 
submission, as a prelude to the machinery of force whereby 
such submission was to be perpetuated against their consent
was the stock in trade of Grecian usurpers. But seldom does 
it appear prefaced by more impudent calumnies, or worked 
out with a larger measure of violence and spoliation, than in 
the case of Dionysius. He was indeed powerfully seconded 
at the outset by the danger of Syracuse from the Carthaginian 
arms. But his scheme of usurpation, far from diminishing such 
danger, tended materially to increase it, by disuniting the city 
at so critical a moment. Dionysius achieved nothing in his 
first enterprise for the relief of Gela and Kamarina. He was 
forced to retire with as much disgrace as those previous generals 
whom he had so bitterly vituperated; and apparently even with 

1 The example of Dionysius-his long career of success and quiet death
is among those cited by Cotta in Cicero (De Nat. Dear. iii. 33, 8r, 85) to 
refute the doctrine of Balbus as to the providence of the gods and their 
moral government over human affairs. 

2 Isokrat@s, Or. v. (Philipp.) s. 7 3· Awv60'Lus • • • • • ~1rdJvp:I)O'as 
p.ovapxlas &ll.o-y<AJs Kal p.avLKws, Kal Toll.p.f)O'as a..,.avTa .,.pci.Tnw Td. 
t/>~povTa 11'pos ... ~v 06vap.1v TaVT'I)v, &c. 
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greater disgrace---since there are strong grounds for believing 
that he entered into traitorous collusion with the Carthaginians. 
The salvation of Syracuse, at that moment of peril, arose not 
from the energy or ability of Dionysius, but from the opportune 
epidemic which disabled Imilkon in the midst of a victorious 
career. 

Dionysius had not only talents to organise, and boldness to 
make good, a despotism more formidable than anything known 
to contemporary Greeks, but also systematic prudence to keep 
it unimpaired for 38 years. He maintained carefully those two 
precautions which Thucydides specifies as the causes of perma
nence to the Athenian Hippias, under similar circumstances
intimidation over the citizens, and careful organisation, with 
liberal pay among his mercenaries.l He was temperate in 
indulgences; never led by any of his appetites into the com
mission of violence.2 This abstinence contributed materially 
to prolong his life, since many a Grecian despot perished 
through desperate feelings of individual vengeance provoked 
by his outrages. With Dionysius, all other appetites were 
merged in the love of dominion, at home and abroad; and of 
money as a means of dominion. To the service of this master
passion all his energies were devoted, together with those vast 
military resv -~es which an unscrupulous ability served both 
to accumulate <tild to recruit. How his treasury was supplied, 
with the large exigei1cies continually pressing upon it, we are 
but little informed. We know however that his exactions from 
the Syracusans were exorbitant; 3 that he did not hesitate to 
strip the holiest temples; and that he left behind him a great 
reputation for ingenious tricks in extracting money from his 
subjects.4 Besides the large garrison of foreign mercenaries 

1 Thucyd. vi. 55· 'AA.ll.a Kal f),iJ. TO 1rpOT£pov ~OVTJ0£S, To'is p.tv 1rol\i'Ta<s 
<t>o/3epov, Toi's ~e br11wopo<s 0.Kpt/3€s, 1roll.ll.4' T<i' 1reptovn Toil O.u<t>all.ovs 
fKpd.T'1/<TE (Hippias). 

On the liberality of the elder Dionysius to his mercenaries, see an 
allusion in Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 348 A. 

The extension anJ improvement of engines for warlike purposes, under 
Dionysius, was noticed as a sort of epoch (Athenreus de Machinis ap. 
Mathemat. Veteres, ed. Paris, p. 3). 

2 Cornelius Nepos, De Regibus, c. 2. "Dionysius prior, et manu fortis, 
et belli peritus fuit, et, id quod in tyranno non facile reperitur, minime 
libidinosus, non luxuriosus, non avarus, nullius rei denique cupidus, nisi 
singularis perpetuique imperii, ob eamque rem crudelis. Nam dum id 
studuit munire, nullius pepercit vitre, quem ejus insidiatorem putaret." 
To the same purpose Cicero, Tusc. Di>p. v. 20. 

8 Aristotel. Politic. v. 9, 5· 
4 Pseudo-Aristotel. <Economic. ii. c. 21, 42; Cicero, De Nat. Deorum, 

iii. 34, 83, 84; Valerius Maxim. i. I. 
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by whom his orders were enforced, he maintained a regular 
body of spies, seemingly of both sexes, disseminated among 
the body of the citizens,! The vast quarry-prison of Syracuse 
was his work.2 Both the vague general picture, and the frag
mentary details which come before us, of his conduct towards 
the Syracusans, present to us nothing but an oppressive and 
extortionate tyrant, by whose fiat numberless victims perished; 
more than Io,ooo according to the general language ofPlutarch.3 
He enriched largely his younger brothers and auxiliaries; 
among which latter, Hipparinus stood prominent, thus recover
ing a fortune equal to or larger than that which his profligacy 
had dissipated.4 But we hear also of acts of Dionysius, indicat
ing a jealous and cruel temper, even towards near relatives. 
And it appears certain that he trusted no one, not even them ; 5 

that though in the field he was a perfectly brave man, yet his 
suspicion and timorous anxiety as to every one who approached 
his person were carried to the most tormenting excess, and 
extended even l:o his wives, his brothers, his daughters. Afraid 
to admit any one with a razor near to his face, he is said to 
have singed his own beard with a burning coal. Both his 
brother and his son were searched for concealed weapons, and 
even forced to change their clothes in the presence of his 
guards, before they were permitted to see him. An officer of 
the guards named Marsyas, having dreamt that he was assassin
ating Dionysius, was put to death for this dream, as proving 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 28; Plutarch, De Curiositate, p. 523 A; Aristotel. 
Politic. v. 9, 3· The titles of these spies-a! ,..o,.a')lw')'l/Ses Kall.ovp.evat-as 
we read in Aristotle; or o! "lroTa')'w')I•Zs-as we find in Plutarch-may 
perhaps both be correct. 

2 Cicero in Verrem, v. 55, 143· 
3 Plutarch, De Fortuna Alexandr. Magni, p. 338 B. What were the 

crimes of Dionysius which Pausanias had read and describes by the general 
words LJ..wvvulov ,.c,. uvo<T<~TaTa-and which he accuses Philistus of having 
intentionally omitted in his history-we cannot now tell (Pausan. i. 13, 2: 
compare Plutarch, Dian, c. 36). An author named Amyntianus, contem· 
porary with Pausanias, and among those perused by Photiu' (Codex, 131), 
had composed parallel lives of Dionysius and the Emperor Domitian. 

4 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 332 A; Aristotel. Politic. v. 5, 6. 
5 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 332 D. Lltov6<Ttos ll€ els p.lav ,..&ll.w &Opoluas 

1ruuav ::i.<I<Ell.lav Orr~ uo¢las, 1rt<T7EV6Jll obllevl, p.O')Its ~<T~IJ'f/, &c. 
This brief, but significant expression of Plato, attests the excessive 

mistrust which haunted Dionysius, as a general fact; which is illustrated 
by the anecdotes of Cicero, Tuscul. Disput. v. 20, 23; and De Officiis, ii. 
7 ; Plutarch, Dion, c. 9 ; Diodor. xiv. 2. 

The well-known anecdote of Damokles, and the sword which Dionysius 
caused to be suspended over his head by a horsehair, in the midst of the 
enjoyments of the banquet, as an illustration how little was the value of 
grandeur in the midst of terror-is recounted by Cicero. 
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that his waking thoughts must have been dwelling upon such 
a project. And it has already been mentioned that Dionysius 
put to death the mother of one of his wives, on suspicion that 
she had by incantations brought about the barrenness of the 
other-as well as the sons of a Lokrian citizen named Aristeides, 
who had refused, with indignant expressions, to grant to him 
his daughter in marriage.l 

Such were the conditions of existence-perpetual mistrust, 
danger even from the nearest kindred, enmity both to and 
from every dignified freeman, and reliance only on armed 
barbarians or liberated slaves--which beset almost every Grecian 
despot, and from which the greatest despot of his age enjoyed 
no exemption. Though philosophers emphatically insisted 
that such a man must be miserable,2 yet Dionysius himself, as 
well as the great mass of admiring spectators, would probably 
feel that the necessities of his position were more than com
pensated by its awe-striking grandeur, and by the full satisfaction 
of ambitious dreams ; subject indeed to poignant suffering when 
wounded in the tender point, and when reaping insult in place 
of admiration, at the memorable Olympic festival of 384 B.c., 
above described. But the Syracusans, over whom he ruled, 
enjoyed no such compensation for that which they suffered 
from his tax-gatherers- -from his garrison of Gauls, Iberians, 
and Campanians, in Ortygia-from his spies-his prison-and 
his executioners. 

Nor did Syracuse suffer alone. The reign of the elder Diony
sius was desolating for the Hellenic population generally, both 
of Sicily and Italy. Syracuse became a great fortress, with 
vast military power in the hands of its governor, " whose policy s 
it was to pack all Sicily into it;" while the remaining free 
Hellenic communities were degraded, enslaved, and half
depopulated. On this topic, the mournful testimonies already 
cited from Lysias and Isokrates, are borne out by the letters 
of the eye-witness Plato. In his advice, given to the son and 
successor of Dionysius, Plato emphatically presses upon him 
two points : first, as to the Syracusans, to transform his inherited 
oppressive despotism into the rule of a king, governing gently 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 3; Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 6. 
2 This sentiment, pronounced by Plato, Isokrates, Cicero, Seneca 

Plutarch, &c., is nowhere so forcibly laid out as in the dialogue of 
Xenophon called Hz'ero-of which indeed it forms the text and theme, 
Whoever reads this picture of the position of a Grecian T6pavvos, will see 
that it was scarcely possible for a man so placed to be other than a cruel 
and oppressive ruler. 

" See the citation from Plato, in a note immediately preceding, 
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and by fixed laws; next, to reconstitute and repeople, under free 
constitutions, the other Hellenic communities in Sicily, which 
at his accession had become nearly barbarised and half-deserted.l 

The elder Dionysius had imported into Sicily large bodies 
of mercenaries, by means of whom he had gained his conquests, 
and for whom he had provided settlements at the cost of the 
subdued Hellenic cities. In Naxus, Katana, Leontini, and 
Messene, the previous residents had been dispossessed and 
others substituted, out of Gallic and Iberian mercenaries. 
Communities thus transformed, with their former free citizens 
degraded into dependence or exile, not only ceased to be purely 
Hellenic, but also became far less populous and flourishing. 
In like manner Dionysius bad suppressed, and absorbed into 

·Syracuse and Lokri, the once autonomous Grecian communities 
of Rhegium, Hipponium, and Kaulonia, on the Italian side of 
the strait. In the inland regions of Italy, he had allied himself 
with the barbarous Lucanians; who, even without his aid, were 
gaining ground and pressing hard upon the Italiot Greeks on 
the coast. 

1 Plato, Epistol. iii. p. 315 E (to the younger Dionysius). <!>a<T! 3' oi!lc 
~71.[-yo• ll.e-yew O'E 1rp6s nvas To>V 1rap&. O'E 1rpeu/3evlwTwv, &.s tl.po. uov 'lrOTe 
ll.eoyovTos &.1<oiJuo.s eoyw p.eli.'A.oVTOS T&.s TE 'E71.71.7]Vf8o.s 1r6ll.e ts ~~~ 
':Etl<ell.l" ol~<l(etv, 1<al :Svpa~eovulovs e'lrtiCovcplucu, T'l}v &.px'l/v 
&.vTl Tvpavvllios els /3autll.elav p.eTaUT~O'aVTa, TavT' lfpa u€ p.ev TOTE litel<<fll.uua, 
crov ucp61ip<1. 1rpo8up.ovp.~vov, VVJI lie A.lwva litli&.O'ICOtp.t 3pifv O.~Ti'.t. TO.VTa, ICC.! 
TOts litavo-/jp.aut TOts uo(s T'l/v u'l}v &.px'l/v &.cpatpo.Up.ee&. ue. 

Ibid. p. 319 C. M-/j p.e lit&./3all.ll.e ll.e-ywv, &s 0~1< e1wv ire 1r0ll.ets 'E71.71.7]vllio.s 
eppoiJuas Q'lrO /3ap/3&.pwv oll<l(etv, oblie ::Svpa~eovulovs e'lrtiCOv<J>luat. , , , , C:, s 
€')'® ~~v ~KJAEvov, uV 0, obK i]8el\.es wpcf.-r'TEU' ab'T&.. 

Again, see Epistol. vii. p. 331 F, 332 B, 334 D, 336 A-D-and the 
brief .notice given by Photius (Codex, 93) of the lost historical works of 
Arrian, respecting Dion and Timoleon. 

Epistol. viii. p. 357 A. (What Dion intended to do, had he not been 
prevented by death)-Ka! p.eTa TO.vTa ::St~eell.lav &.v T'l/v ll71.71.7)v ~eaTrPJWTa, 
Taos p.ev /3ap/3&.povs ~v vvv txov<nv &.cpell.op.evos, 8uot p.'l} t\1rep 
Ti)S ICOtvi)s ell.ev8ep(as OIE'Ir0AfiJ.7)CfaV 1rpOS T'/JV TvpavvUia., 
ToOs li' lp.1rpou8ev olK7]Tlts TwP 'E71.71.7]VlHWP TO'IrWP els Tlts 
&pxalas- ~eal 'lraTp.Pas ol~e-/juus ICaTotiCluas. Compare Plutarch, 
Timoleon, c. 2. al o< 'lfl\.eiuTat 1r0ll.<ts O'lfo /3ap/3dpwP p.toy&.liwv K<l.l 
ctTpaTtWTWP &.p,lu9wv ~<aTelxovTo. 

The !3dp/3o.pot to whom Plato alludes in this last passage, are not the 
Carthaginians (none of whom could be expected to come in and fight for 
the purpose of putting down the despotism at Syracuse), but the Campanian 
and other mercenaries provided for by the elder Dionysius on the lands of 
the extruded Greeks. These men would have the strongest interest in 
upholding the despotism, if the maintenance of their own properties was 
connected with it. Dion thought it prudent to conciliate this powerful 
force by promising confirmation of their properties to such of them as 
would act upon the side of freedom. 
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If we examine the results of the warfare carried on by Diony

sius against the Carthaginians, from the commencement to the 
end of his career, we shall observe that he began by losing 
Gela and Kamarina, and that the peace by which he was 
enabled to preserve Syracuse itself, arose, not from any success 
of his own, but from the pestilence which ruined his enemies ; 
to say nothing about traitorous collusion with them, which I 
have already remarked to have been the probable price of their 
guarantee to his dominion. His war against the Carthaginians 
in 397 B.c., was undertaken with much vigour, recovered Gela, 
Kamarina, Agrigentum, and Selinus, and promised the most 
decisive success. Put presently again the tide of fortune 
turned against him. He sustained capital defeats, and owed 
the safety of Syracuse, a second time, to nothing but the terrific 
pestilence which destroyed the army of Imilkon. A third time, 
in 383 B.c., Dionysius gratuitously renewed the war against 
Carthage. After brilliant success at first, he was again totally 
defeated, and forced to cede to Carthage all the territory west 
of the river Halykus, besides paying a tribute. So that the 
exact difference between the Sicilian territory of Carthage-as 
it stood at the beginning of his command and at the end of his 
reign-amounts to this : that at the earlier period it reached to 
the river Himera-at the later period only to the river Halykus. 
The intermediate space between the two comprehends Agri
gentum with the greater part of its territory; which represents 
therefore the extent of Hellenic soil rescued by Dionysius from 
Carthaginian dominion. 

CHAPTER LXXXIV 

SICILIAN AFFAIRS AFTER THE DEATH OF THE ELDER DIONYSIUS 

-DIONYSIUS THE YOUNGER-AND DION 

THE elder Dionysius, at the moment of his death, boasted 
of having left his dominion "fastened by chains of adamant; " 
that is, sustained by a large body of mercenaries, 1 well trained 
and well paid-by impregnable fortifications in the islet of 
Ortygia-by 400 ships of war-by immense magazines of arms 

1 Both Diodorus (xvi. 9) and Cornelius Nepos (Dion, c. 5) speak of 
wo,ooo foot and 10,000 horse. The former speaks of 400 ships of war; 
the latter, of 500. 

The numbers of foot and horse appear evidently exaggerated. Both 
authors must have copied from the same original; possibly Ephorus. 
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and military stores-and by established intimidation over the 
minds of tile Syracusans. These were really "chains of 
adamant "-so long as there was a man like Dionysius to keep 
them in hand. But he left no successor competent to the 
task ; nor indeed an unobstructed succession. He had issue 
by two wives, whom he had married both at the same time, as 
has been already mentioned. By the Lokrian wife, Doris, he 
had his eldest son named Dionysius, and two others; by 
the Syracusan wife, Aristomache, daughter of Hipparinus, he 
had two sons, Hipparinus and Nys::eus-and two daughters, 
Sophrosyne and Arete.l Dionysius the younger can hardly 
have been less than twenty-five years old at the death of his 
father and namesake. Hipparinus, the eldest son by the other 
wife, was considerably younger. Aristomache his mother had 
long remained childless; a fact which the, elder Dionysius 
ascribed to incantations wrought by the mother of the Lokrian 
wife, and punished by putting to death the supposed sorceress.2 

The offspring of Aristomache, though the younger brood of 
the two, derived considerable advantage from the presence 
and countenance of her brother Dion. Hipparinus, father of 
Dion and Aristomache, had been the principal abettor of the 
elder Dionysius in his original usurpation, in order to retrieve 
his own fortune, 3 ruined by profligate expenditure. So com
pletely had that object been accomplished, that his son Dion 
was now among the richest men in Syracuse,4 pqssessing pro
perty estimated at above roo talents (about £z3,ooo). Dion 

1 Plutarch, Dian, c. 6; Theopompus, Fr. 204, ed. Didot. ap. Athen::eum, 
x. p. 435·; Diodor. xvi. 6; <;orne!. Nepos (Dian, c. r). 

The Scholiast on Plato's fourth Epistle gives information respecting the 
personal relations and marriages of the elder Dionysius, not wholly agree
in~ with what is stated in the si><th chapter of Plutarch's Life of Dion. 

Plutarch, Dion, c. 3· The age of the younger Dionysius is nowhere 
positively specified. But in the year 356 B. c.-or 355 B.C. at the latest
he had a son, Apollokrat@s, old enough to be entrusted with the command 
of Ortygia, when he himself evacuated it for the first time (Plutarch, Dian, 
c. 37). We cannot suppose Apollokrates to have been less than si><teen years 
of age at the moment when he was entrusted with such a function, having 
his mother and sisters under his charge (c. so). Apollokrates therefore 
must have been born at least as early as 372 B.C. ; perhaps even earlier. 
Suppose Dionysius the younger to have been twenty years of age when 
Apollokrates was born; he would thus be in his twenty-fifth year in the 
beginning of 367 B.C., when Dionysius the elder died. The expressions of 
Plato, as to the, youth of Dionysius the younger at that juncture, are not 
unsuitable to such an age. 

8 Aristotel. Polit. v. 5, 6. 
4.Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 347 A. Compare the offer of Dian to maintain 

fifty triremes at his own expense (Plutarch, Dian, c. 6). 
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was, besides, son-in-law to the elder Dionysius, who had given 
his daughter Sophrosyne in marriage to his son (by a. different 
mother) the younger Dionysius; and his daughter Arete, first 
to his brother Thearides-next, on the death of Thearides, to 
Dion. As brother of Aristomache, Dion was thus brother-in
law to the elder Dionysius, and uncle both to Arete his own 
wife and to Sophrosyne the wife of the younger Dionysius; as 
husband of Arete, he was son-in-law to the elder Dionysius, and 
brother-in-law (as well as uncle) to the wife of the younger. 
Marriages between near relatives (excluding any such connexion 
between uterine brother and sister) were usual in Greek 
manners. We cannot doubt that the despot accounted the 
harmony likely to be produced by such ties between the 
members of his two families and Dion, among the "adamantine 
chains" which held fast his dominion. 

Apart from wealth and high position, the personal character 
of Dion was in itself marked and prominent. He was of an 
energetic temper, great bravery, and very considerable mental 
capacities. Though his nature was haughty and disdainful 
towards individuals, yet as to political communion, his ambition 
was by no means purely self-seeking and egoistic, like that of 
the elder Dionysius. Animated with vehement love of power, 
he was at the same time penetrated with that sense of regulated 
polity, and submission of individual will to fixed laws, which 
floated in the atmosphere of Grecian talk and literature, and 
stood so high in Grecian morality. He was moreover capable 
of acting with enthusiasm, and braving every hazard in 
prosecution of his own convictions. 

Born about the year 408 B.c.,1 Dion was twenty-one years of 
age in 387 B.c., when the elder Dionysius, having dismantled 
Rhegium and subdued Kroton, attained the maximum of his 
dominion, as master of the Sicilian and Italian Greeks. Stand
ing high in the favour of his brother-in-law Dionysius, Dion 
doubtless took part in the wars whereby this large dominion 
had been acquired; as well as in the life of indulgence and 
luxury which prevailed generally among wealthy Greeks in 
Sicily and Italy, and which to the Athenian Plato appeared 
alike surprising and repulsive.2 That great philosopher visited 

1 Dion was fifty-five years of age at the time of his death, in the fourth 
year after his departure from Peloponnesus (Cornelius Nepos, Dion, 
c. ro). 

His death took place seemingly about 354 B.C. He would thus be born 
about 408 B.C. 

2 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 326 D. 'EA.96v.,-a a' p.~ b .,.a,l"Tp A.ey6p.•vos ali 
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Italy and Sicily about 387 B.c., as has been already mentioned. 
He was in acquaintance and fellowship with the school of 
philosophers called Pythagoreans ; the remnant of that Pytha
gorean brotherhood, who had once exercised so powerful a 
political influence over the cities of those regions-and who 
still enjoyed considerable reputation, even after complete 
political downfall, through individual ability and rank of the 
members, combined with habits of recluse study, mysticism, 
and attachment among themselves. With these Pythagoreans 
Dion also, a young man of open mind and ardent aspirations, 
was naturally thrown into communication by the proceedings 
of the elder Dionysius in Italy.1 Through them he came into 
intercourse with Plato, whose conversation made an epoch in 
his life. 

The mystic turn of imagination, the sententious brevity, and 
, the mathematical researches, of the Pythagoreans, produced 

doubtless an imposing effect upon Dion; just as Lysis, a 
member of that brotherhood, had acquired the attachment and 
influenced the sentim~nts of Epaminondas at Thebes. But 
Plato's power of working upon the minds of young men was 
far more impressive and irresistible. He possessed a large 
range of practical experience, a mastery of political and social 
topics, and a charm of eloquence, to which the Pythagoreans 
were strangers. The stirring effect of the Sokratic talk, as well 
as of the democratical atmosphere in which Plato had been 
brought up, had developed all the communicative aptitude of 
his mind ; and great as that aptitude appears in his remaining 
dialogues, there is ground for believing that it was far greater 
in his conversation; greater perhaps in 387 B.c., when he was 
still mainly the Sokratic Plato-than it became in later days, 
after he had imbibed to a certain extent the mysticism of these 

a!os E~lia(p.ow, 'lTtl.~lQIT!ICWV ~ TE ~al, :i.upat<OtJIT{QIV, Tpct?rE(w~ ?r>...f,p'IJS, O~~a,up 
ovlia~ws 1fpEITtce, lits 'TE 'T'JS 7Jp.Epa.s ~f''lrlfJ.'IrAO.fJ.EVOV (pv tcal ,U7JOE1rOTE 

tcot,uwp.•vov ,u6vov VOtcTwp, &c. 
1 Cicero, De Finibus, v. 20; De Republic. i. ro. Jamblichus (Vit. 

Pythagorre, c. 199) calls Diona member of the Pythagorean brotherhood, 
which may be doubted; but his assertion that Dion procured for Plato, 
though only by means of a large price (100 minre), the possession of a hook 
composed by the Pythagorean Philolaus, seems not improbable. The 
ancient Pythagoreans wrote nothing. Philolaus (seemingly about con
temporary with Sokrat€s) was the first Pythagorean who left any written 
memorial. That this book could only be obtained by the intervention of 
an influential Syracusan-and even by him only for a large price-is easy 
to believe. 

See the instructive Dissertation of Gruppe, Uber die Fragmente des 
Archytas und der alteren Pythagoreer, pp. 24, 26, 48, &c. 
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Pythagoreans.l Brought up as Dion had been at the court 
of Dionysius-accustomed to see around him only slavish 
deference and luxurious enjoyment-unused to open speech or 
large philosophical discussion-he found in Plato a new man 
exhibited, and a new world opened before him. 

The ccnception of a free community-with correlative rights 
and duties belonging to every citizen, determined by laws and 
protected or enforced by power emanating from the collective 
entity called the City---stood in the foreground of ordinary 
Grecian morality~reigned spontaneously in the bosoms of 
every Grecian festival crowd-and had been partially imbibed 
by Dion, though not from his own personal experience, yet 
from teachers, sophists, and poets. This conception, essential 
and fundamental with philosophers as well as with the vulgar, 
was not merely set forth by Plato with commanding powers of 
speech, but also exalted with improvements and refinements 
into an ideal perfection. Above all, it was based upon a strict, 
even an abstemious and ascetic, canon, as to individual enjoy
ment; and upon a careful training both of mind and body, 
qualifying each man for the due performance of his duties as a 
citizen: a subject which Plato (as we see by his dialogues) did 
not simply propound with the direct enforcement of a preacher, 
but touched with the quickening and pungent effect, and 
reinforced with the copious practical illustrations, of Sokratic 
dialogue. 

As the stimulus from the teacher was here put forth with 
consummate efficacy, so the predisposition of the learner 
enabled it to take full effect. Dion became an altered man 
both in public sentiment and in individual behaviour. He 
recollected that twenty years before, his country Syracuse had 
been as free as Athens. He learnt to abhor the iniquity of the 
despotism by which her liberty had been overthrown, and by 
which subsequently the liberties of so many other Greeks in 
Italy and Sicily had been trodden down also. He was made 
to remark, that Sicily had been half-barbarised through the 
foreign mercennries imported as the despot's instruments. He 
conceived the sublime idea or dream of rectifying all this 
accumulation of wrong and suffering. It was his wish first to 
cleanse Syracuse from the blot of slavery, and to clothe her 
anew in the brightness and dignity of freedom ; yet not with 
the view of restoring the popular government as it had stood 
prior to the usurpation, but of establishing an improved 
constitutional polity, originated by himself, with laws which 

1 See a remarkable passage, Plato, Epist. vii. p. 328 F. 
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should not only secure individual rights, but also educate and 
moralise the citizens.1 The function which he imagined to 
himself, and which the conversation of ·Plato suggested, was 
not that of a despot like Dionysi.us, but that of a despotic 
legislator like Lykurgus,2 taking advantage of a momentary 
omnipotence, conferred upon him by grateful citizens in a state 
of public confusion, to originate a good system ; which, when 
once put in· motion, would keep itself alive by fashioning the 
minds of the citizens to its own intrinsic excellence. Mter 
having thus both liberated and reformed Syracuse, Dion 
promised to himself that he would employ Syracusan force, 
not in annihilating, but in recreating, other free Hellenic 
communities throughout the island; expelling from thence 
all the barbarians-both the imported mercenaries and the 
Carthaginians. 

Such were the hopes and projects which arose in the mind of 
the youthful Dion as he listened to Plato; hopes pregnant with 
future results which neither of. them contemplated-and not 
unworthy of being compared with those enthusiastic aspirations 
which the young Spartan kings Agis and Kleomenes imbibed, 
a century afterwards, in part from the conversation of the 
philosopher Sphrerus.8 Never before had Plato met with a 
pupil who so quickly apprehended, so profoundly meditated, or 
so passionately laid to heart his lessons.4 Inflamed with his 

1 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 335 F. t..lowa -yap l-ydJ tra<pws oioa, ws oT&v -r• 
'II'Epl &.v8pdmwv ltv8pw'II'OV Otluxvpl(eu8a<, 8-r• 'TlJV apx~v el ICU.'retrxev, &s 
ov1< ltv 'II'O'I'e ~ ... • ltll.ll.o 'Y• <TXTJP.a. -rfis &.pxfis ~-rpcf1re-ro, ~ ~ ... 1 'TO-::Svpa
KOV<Tas p.'fv 'll'pwTov, T~v ... a-rpl6a. -r~JV ~av-rov, brel Tnv 6ovll.ela.v ab-r~s 
a. ... t,ll.ll.a.~e r<al tpa<opvva.s Jll.ev8eplq> ~" <Tx-l,p.a-r< t<a-re<T-r'f/<Te, -ro p.eTa .,..;;.,.· 
li.v '11'4<1!1 /J-'1'/XU.Vp ~1<0<1/).'f/<TE VOfiOLS 'rOLS 'll'pO<T-i,I<OVIFl 'rE /Cal apl<TTOIS 'I'Obs 
'll"oll.l-ra.s-To Te ~<P•Efis TOuTots '11'pob8ve'i-r' li.v 'll'pil~a•, 'll'ct<Tav ::Stl<eil.la.v 
Ka.~oLJclFew I!«~ ~AeuOEea.v /J.":"o ,.wu {3a.pf3&.pfJJV roteiv, ToVs JJ.EV ftc13&.AA.QJV, 
-rovs lie Xe<povf!<vos pf!OV Iepwvos, &c. 

Compare the beginning of the same epistle, p. 324 A. 
2 Plato, Epist. iv. p. 320 F (addressed to Dion). • ••. C:.s oliv 01rb 

,.cfv'I'WV opwp.evos 7rU.pC1.<11CEVcf(ov -r&v 'TE AVKOVP'YOV ~KELVOV &.pxa<ov a.,.oael{wv, 
J<al 'TOV Kvpov Ka.l ef TLS ltll.t\os 'II'WTrO'I'E tao~ev 1j8e< Ka.l 'II'OALTE[a. 
o.-ve-yKeiv, &c. ' 

3 Plutarch. Kleomenes, c. 2-11. 
4 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 327 A. t>.lwv p.~v -yap a~ p.cft .. ' EVf10.8hs &v 7rp6s 

TE 'Tall.t\a, Ko.l 1rp0s 'rOVS TbTE {m' ~/)-OV li.E"/0/)-FVOVS 1\o-yovs, oi!-rws b{<fws 
01r~twuue Kill ttq>&Bpa, &s oU8els 1rdnro-re &v ~-yW 7rpo(fETvxov v€oov, ~ecd -rOv 
~'lrft\ot'II"OV {3(op (jiv f}8et\'f/C1'€ a<a</Jep6vTWS 'TOJV 'lrOAAWV '1-raii.<W'rWV Kal l<I<EAL· 
W'l'wV, ape'TnV 'II'Epl 'lrAEfovos 1}3ov~s 'T~S TE ltll.i1.1]S 'TpV<jJTJS 7rOLOU!J.EVOS' 38ev 
,.,.~x8e<TTEpov, To 'is 1repl -r,b. Tvpa.vv<l<b. v&fl'fl" (w<Tw ~/3lw, f'EXP' Toil 8a.v4Tov 
'rOV 7rEpl il.LOVV(f<OV 'YEVOfiEYOV. 

Plutarch, Dion, c. 4· '.ns 'll'pwTov ~"(EV<Ta.To 71.6-yov Ka.l <j><ll.ocrotplas 1J'Yep.o
v<I<~S 'll'pos &.peT-I,v, &.vetpil.ex8'fl .,.~, ljlvx~v, &c. 
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newly communicated impulse towards philosophy, as the 
supreme guide and directress of virtuous conduct, Dion altered 
his habits of life ; exchanging the splendour and luxury of a 
Sicilian rich man for the simple fare and regulated application 
becoming a votary of the Academy. In this course he per
sisted without faltering, throughout all his residence at the 
court of Dionysius, in spite of the unpopularity contracted 
among his immediate companions. His enthusiasm even led 
him to believe, that the despot himself, unable to resist that 
persuasive tongue by which he had been himself converted, 
might be gently brought round into an employment of his 
mighty force for beneficent and reformatory purposes. Accord
ingly Dion, inviting Plato to Syracuse, procured for him an 
interview with Dionysius. How miserably the speculation 
failed, has been recounted in my last chapter. Instead of 
acquiring a new convert, the philosopher was fortunate in 
rescuing his own person, and in making good his returning 
footsteps out of that lion's den, into which the improvident 
enthusiasm of his young friend had inveigled him. 

The harsh treatment of Plato by Dionysius was a painful, 
though salutary, warning to Dion. Without sacrificing either 
his own convictions, or the philosophical regularity of life which 
he had thought fit to adopt-he saw that patience was im
peratively necessary, and he so conducted himself as to main
tain unabated the favour and confidence of Dionysius. Such 
a policy would probably be recommended to him even by 
Plato, in prospect of a better future. But it would be 
strenuously urged by the Pythagoreans of Southern Italy ; 
among whom was Archytas, distinguished not only as a 
mathematician and friend of Plato, but also as the chief 
political magistrate of Tarentum. To these men, who dwelt 
all within the reach, 1 if not under the dominion, of this 
formidable Syracusan despot, it would be an unspeakable 
advantage to have a friend like Dion near him, possessing his 
confidence, and serving as a shield to them against his dis
pleasure or interference. Dion so far surmounted his own 
unbending nature as to conduct himself towards Dionysius 
with skill and prudence. He was employed by the despot in 
other important affairs, as well as in embassies to Carthage, 

1 See the story in Jamblichus (Vit. Pythagon:e, c. r89) of a company of 
Syracusan troops under Eurymenes the brother of Dion, sent to lie in 
ambuscade for some Pythagoreans between Tarentum and Metapontum. 
The story has not the air of truth ; but the state of circumstances, which it 
supposes, illustrates the relation between Dionvsius and the cities in the 
Tarentine Gulf. 
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which he fulfilled well, especially with conspicuous credit for 
eloquence; and also in the execution of various cruel orders, 
which his humanity secretly mitigated. 1 After the death of 
Thearides, Dionysius gave to Dion in marriage the widow 
Area: (his daughter), and continued until the last to treat him 
with favour, accepting from him a freedom of censure such as 
he would tolerate from no other adviser. 

During the many years which elapsed before the despot 
died, we cannot doubt that Dion found opportunities of visit
ing Peloponnesus and Athens, for the great festivals and other 
purposes. He would thus keep up his friendship and philo
sophical communication with Plato. Being as he was minister 
and relative, and perhaps successor presumptive, of the most 
powerful prince in Greece, he would enjoy everywhere great 
importance, which would be enhanced by his philosophy and 
eloquence. The Spartans, at that time the allies of Dionysius, 
conferred upon Dion the rare honour of a vote of citizenship; 2 

and he received testimonies of respect from other cities also. 
Such honours tended to exalt his reputation at Syracuse ; while 
the visits to Athens and the cities of Central Greece enlarged 
his knowledge both of politicians and philosophers. 

At length occurred the death of the elder Dionysius, 
occasioned by an unexpected attack of fever, after a few days' 
illness. He had made no special announcement about his 
succession. Accordingly, as soon as the physicians pronounced 
him to be in imminent danger, a competition arose between 
his two families : on the one hand Dionysius the younger, 
his son by the Lokrian wife Doris; on the other, his wife 
Aristomache and her brother Dion, representing her children 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 5, 6; Cornelius Nepos, Dion, c. r, z. 
2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 17, 49· 'Respecting the rarity of the vote of Spartan 

citizenship, see a remarkabl<! passage of Herodotus, ix. 33-35· 
Plutarch states·that the Spartans voted their citizenship to Dion during 

his exile, while he was in Peloponnesus after the year 367 B.c., at enmity 
with the younger Dionysius then despot of Syracuse; whom (according to 
Plutarch) the Spartans took the risk of offending, in order that they might 
testify their extreme admiration for Dion. 

I cannot but think that Plutarch is mistaken as to the time of this grant. 
In and after 367 B. c., the Spartans were under great depression, playing 
the losing game against Thebes. It is scarcely conceivable that they should 
be imprudent enough to alienate a valuable ally for the sake of gratuitously 
honouring an exile whom he hated and had banished. Whereas if we sup
pose the vote to have been passed during the lifetime of the elder Dionysius, 
it would count as a compliment to him as well as to Dion, and would thus 
be an act of political prudence as well as of genuine respect. Plutarch 
speaks as if he supposed that Dion was· never in Peloponnesus until the 
time of his exile, which is, in my judgement, highly improbable. 
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Hipparinus and Nysa:!us, then very young. Dion, wishing to 
obtain for these two youths either a partnership in the future 
power, or some other beneficial provision, solicited leave to 
approach the bedside of the sick man. But the physicians 
refused to grant his request without apprising the younger 
Dionysius; who, being resolved to prevent it, directed a 
soporific potion to be administered to his father, from the 
effects of which the latter never awoke so as to be able to see 
any one.l The interview with Dion being thus frustrated, and 
the father dying without giving any directions, Dionysius the 
younger succeeded as eldest son, without opposition. He 
was presented to that which was called an assembly of the 
Syracusan people, 2 and delivered some conciliatory phrases, 
requesting them to continue to him that good-will which they 
had so long shown to his father. Consent and acclamation 
were of course not wanting, to the new master of the troops, 
treasures, magazines, and fortifications in Ortygia ; those 
"adamantine chains " which were well known to dispense with 
the necessity of any real popular good-will. 

Dionysius II. (or the younger), then about 25 years of age, 
was a young man of considerable natural capacity, and of quick 
and lively impulses ; 3 but weak and vain in his character, 
given to transitory caprices, and eager in his appetite for praise 
without being capable of any industrious or resolute efforts to 
earn it. As yet he was wholly unpractised in serious business 
of any kind. He had neither seen military service nor 
mingled in the discussion of political measures ; having been 
studiously kept back from both, by the extreme jealousy of his 
father. His life had been passed in the palace or acropolis of 
Ortygia, amidst all the indulgences and luxuries belonging to a 
princely station, diversified with amateur carpenter's work and 
turnery. However, the tastes of the father introduced among 
the guests at the palace a certain number of poets, reciters, 
musicians, &c., so that the younger Dionysius had contracted 
a relish for poetical literature, which opened his mind to 
generous sentiments, and large conceptions of excellence, more 
than any other portion of his very confined experience. To 
philosophy, to instructive conversation, to the exercise of 

1 Cornelius Nepos, Dian, c. 2; Plutarch, Dian, c. 6. 
2 Diodor. xv. 74· 
s Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 338 E. '0 li~ oli'T< ll.ll.ll.cus lu'Tlv &.cpvhs 1rpos 'Thv 'TOu 

p.av8&v<tV 1i6vap.<~, </>'.":.6'Ttp.6s 'T< 8avp.a<T'Tws, ~c. Compare p. 330 A, p. 
328 B; also Ep1st. m. p. 316 C, p. 317 E. 

Plutarch, Dion, c. 7-9· 
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reason, he was a stranger.l But 'the very feebleness and 
indecision of his character presented him as impressible, 
perhaps improveable, by a strong 'will and influence brought 
to bear upon him from that quarter, at least as well as from 
any other. 

Such was the novice who suddenly stepped into the place of 
the most energetic and powerful despot of the Grecian world. 
Dion-being as he was of mature age, known service and 
experience, and full enjoyment of the confidence of the elder 
Dionysius,-might have probably raised material opposition to 
the younger. But he attempted no such thing. He acknow
ledged and supported the young prince with cordial sincerity, 
dropping altogether those views, whatever they were, on behalf 
of the children of Aristomache, which had induced him to 
solicit the last interview with the sick man. While exerting 
himself to strengthen and facilitate the march of the govern
ment, he tried to gain influence and ascendency over the mind 
of the young Dionysius. At the first meeting of council which 
took place after the accession, Dion stood conspicuous not less 
for his earnest adhesion than for his dignified language and 
intelligent advice. The remaining councillors-accustomed, 
under the self-determining despot who had just quitted the 
scene, to the simple function of hearing, applauding, and obey
ing, his directions-exhausted themselves in phrases and com
pliments, waiting to catch the tone of the young prince before 
they ventured to pronounce any decided opinion. But Dion, 
to whose freedom of speech even the elder Dionysius had 
partially submitted, disdained all such tampering, entered at 
once into a full re:view of the actual situation, and suggested 
the positive measures proper to be adopted. We cannot doubt 
that, in the transmission of an authority which had rested so 
much on the individual spirit of the former possessor, there 
were many precautions to be taken, especially in regard to the 
mercenary troops both at Syracuse and in· the outlying de
pendencies. All these necessities of the moment Dion set 
forth, together with suitable advice. But the most serious of 
all the difficulties arose out of the war with Carthage still 
subsisting, which it was foreseen that the Carthaginians were 
likely to press more vigorously, calculating on the ill-assured 
tenure and inexperienced management of the new prince. 
This difficulty Dion took upon himself. If the council should 

1 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 332 E. 'E?I"etlll, .,.0; 11"apa '!"ov 11"a'l"p~s · 'a.tT<iJ 
~vvefle/3-fJ~<et oU.,.ws D.vo!J.tll..f}'!"rp !J.EV 11"atlielas, O.vop.tl\.f}'l"rp liE O'VVOVO'twv TOJJI 

11"poO''f/I<OUO'WII ')'E'}'OJIEII«<, &c, , 
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think it wise to make peace, he engaged to go to Carthage and 
negotiate peace~a task in which he had been more than once 
employed under the elder Dionysius. If, on the other hand, it 
were resolved to prosecute the war, he advised that imposing 
forces should be at once put in equipment, promising to 
furnish, out of his own large property, a sum sufficient for the 
outfit of fifty triremes.1 

The young Dionysius was not only profoundly impressed 
with the superior wisdom and suggestive resource of Dion, but 
also grateful for his generous offer of pecuniary as well as 
personal support.2 In all probability Dion actually carried the 
offer into effect, for to a man of his disposition, money had 
little value except as a means of extending influence and 
acquiring reputation. The war with Carthage seems to have 
lasted at least throughout the next year,3 and to have been 
terminated not long afterwards. But it never assumed those 
perilous proportions which had been contemplated by the 
council as probable. As a mere contingency, however, it was 
sufficient to inspire Dionysius with alarm, combined with the 
other exigencies of his new situation. At first he was painfully 
conscious of his own inexperience; anxious about hazards 
which he now saw for the first time, and not merely open to 
advice, but eager and thankful for suggestions, from any quarter 
where he could place confidence. Dion, identified by ancient 
connexion as well as by marriage with the Dionysian family-
trusted, more than any one else, by the old despot, and sur
rounded with that accessory dignity which ascetic strictness of 
life usually confers in excess -presented every title to such 
confidence. And when he was found not only the most trust
worthy, but the most frank and fearless, of counsellors, 
Dionysius gladly yielded both to the measures which he advised 
and to the impulses which he inspired. 

Such was the political atmosphere of Syracuse during the 
1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 6. 
2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 7· '0 fJ.~V oliv Awv6rnos urreprpvws 'T~V p.eyall.o>jtvxiav 

ieallp.arre 1<al -r~w rrpoeup.lav ~J'&.11'1Jrr<v. 
" Dionysius II. was engaged in war at the time when Plato first visited 

him at Syracuse, within the year immediately after his accession (Plato, 
Epistol. iii. p. 317 A). We may reasonably presume that this was the war 
with Carthage. 

Compare Diodorus (xvi. 5), who mentions that the younger Dionysius 
also carried on war for some little time, in a languid manner, against the 
Lucanians ; and that he founded two cities on the coast of Apulia in the 
Adriatic. I think it probable that these two last-mentioned foundations 
were acts of Dionysius I., not of Dionysius II. They were not likely to be 
undertaken by a young prince of backward disposition, at his first accession. 
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period immediately succeeding the new accession, while the 
splendid obsequies in honour of the departed Dionysius were 
being solemnised ; coupled with a. funeral pile so elaborate as 
to confer celebrity on Timreus the constructor-and com
memorated by architectural monuments, too grand to be 
permanent,l immediately outside of Ortygia, near the Regal 
Gates leading to that citadel. Among the popular measures, 
natural at the commencement of a new reign, the historian 
Philistus was recalled from exile.2 He had been one of the 
oldest and most attached partisans of the elder Dionysius ; by 
whom, however, he h~d at last been banished, and never after
wards forgiven. His recall now seemed to promise a new and 
valuable assistant to the younger, whom it also presented· as 
softening the rigorous proceedings of his father. In this 
respect, it would harmonise ,with the views of Dion, though 
Philistus afterwards became his great opponent. 

Dion was now both the prime minister, and the confidential 
monitor, of the young Dionysius. He upheld the march of the 
government with undiminished energy, and was of greater 
political importance than Dionysius himself. But success in 
this object was not the end for which Dion laboured. He 
neither wished to serve a despot, nor to become a despot 

1 Tacitus, Histor. ii. 49· "Othoni sepulcrum exstructum est modicum 
et mansurum. '' 

A person named Timreus was immortalised. as the constructor of the 
funeral pile: see Athenreus, v. p. 206. Both Goller (Timrei Fragm. 95) 
and M. Didot (Timrei Fr. 126) have referred this passage to Timreus the 
historian, and have supposed it to relate to the description given by Timreus 
of the funeral pile. But the passage in Athenreus seems to me to indicate 
Tim reus as the but'!der,, not the describer, of this famous Trupd.. 

It is he who is meant, probably, in the passage of Cicero (De Naturil 
Deor. iii. 35)-(Dionysius) ''in suo lectulo mortuus in Tympanidt's rogum 
illatus est, eamque potestatem quam ipse per scelus era! nactus, quasi justam 
et legitim am hereditatis loco filio tradidit." This seems at least the best 
way of explaining a passage which perplexes the editors : see the note of 
Davis. · 

2 Plutarch (De Exilio. p. 637) and Cornelius Nepos (Dion, c. 3) repre
sent that Philistus was recalled at the persuasion of the enemies of Dion, 
as a counterpoise and corrective to the ascendency of the latter over Diony
sius the younger. Though Philistus afterwards actually performed this 
part, I doubt whether such was the motive which caused him to be recalled. 
He seems to have come back before the obsequies of Dionysius the elder; 
that is, very early after the commencement of the new reign. Philistus had 
described, in his history, these obsequies in a manner so elaborate and 
copious, that this passage in his work excited the special notice of the 
ancient critics (see Philisti Fragment. 42, ed Didot ; Plutarch, Pelopidas, 
c. 34). I venture to think that this proves him to have been }resent at the 
obsequies; which would of course be very· impressive -to him, since they 
were among the first things which he saw after his long exile, 
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himself. The moment was favourable for resuming that 
project which he had formerly imbibed from Plato, and which, 
in spite of contemptuous disparagement by his former master, 
had ever since clung to him as the dream of his heart and life. 
To make Syracuse a free city, under a government, not of 
will, but of good laws, with himself as law-giver in substance, 
if not in name-to enfranchise and re-plant the semi-barbarised 
Hellenic cities in Sicily-and to expel the Carthaginians-were 
schemes to which he now again devoted himself with unabated 
enthusiasm. But he did not look to any other means of 
achieving them than the consent and initiative of Dionysius 
himself. The man who had been sanguine enough to think of 
working upon the iron soul of the father, was not likely to 
despair of shaping anew the more malleable metal of which 
the son was composed. Accordingly, while lending to 
Dionysius his best service as minister, he also took up the 
Platonic profession, and tried to persuade him to reform both 
himself and his government. He endeavoured to awaken in 
him a relish for a better and nobler private conduct than that 
which prevailed among the luxurious companions around him. 
He dwelt with enthusiasm on the scientific and soul-stirring 
conversation of Plato ; specimens 1 of which he either read 
aloud or repeated, exalting the hearer not only to a higher 
intellectual range, but also to the full majesty of mind requisite 
for ruling others with honour and improvement. He pointed 
out the unrivalled glory which Dionysius would acquire in the 
eyes of Greece, by consenting to employ his vast power, not as 
a despot working on the fears of subjects, but as a king 
enforcing temperance and justice, by his own paternal example 
as well as by good laws. He tried to show that Dionysius, 
after having liberated Syracuse, and enrolled himself as a king 
limited and responsible amidst grateful citizens, would have 
far more real force against the barbarians than at present.2 

Such were the new convictions which Dion tried to work 
into the mind of the young Dionysius, as a living faith and 
sentiment. Penetrated as he was with the Platonic idea-that 
nothing could he done for the improvement and happiness of 
mankind,3 until philosophy and ruling power came together 
in the same hands; but everything, if the two did so come 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. I 1. Ta.vTa .... oAAaKcs Tov Alwvos ,..a.pcuvovvTos, t<a.l 
'TWV A&-ywv 'TWV nAa'TWVOS (crnv olfCT'TtVO.S 07rOCT7rflpoV'TOS, &c. 

2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 10, I I ; Plato, Epi<t. vii. p. 327 C. 
a Plato, Epist. vii. p. 328 A, p. 335 E ; Plato, Republic. vi. p. 499 

C, D. 
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together-he thought that he saw before him a chance of 
realising the conjunction, in the case of the greatest ·among 
all Hellenic potentates. He already beheld in fancy his native 
country and fellow-citizens liberated, moralised, ennobled, and 
conducted to happiness, without murder or persecution, 1 simply 
by the well-meaning and instructed employment of power 
already organised. If accident had thrown the despotism into 
the hands of Dion himself, at this period of his life, the 
Grecian world would probably have se.en an experiment tried, 
as memorable and generous as any event recorded in its 
history: what would have been its result, we cannot say. But 
it was enough to fire his inmost soul, to see himself separated 
from the experiment only by the necessity of persuading an 
impressible young man over whom he had much influence; 
and for himself, he was quite satisfied with the humbler 
position of nominal minister, but real 'originator and chief, in 
so noble an enterprise. 2 His persuasive powers, strengthened 
as they were by intense earnestness as well as by his imposing 
station and practical capacity, actually wrought a great effect 
upon Dionysius. The young man appeared animated with a 
strong desire of self-improvement, and of qualifying himself for 
such a use of the powers of government as Dion depicted. 
He gave proof of the sincerity of his feeling by expressing 
eagerness to see and converse with Plato, to whom he sent 
several personal me~~ages, warmly requesting him to visit 
Syracuse.a 

This was precisely the first step which Dion had been 
labouring to bring about. He well knew, and had personally 
felt, the wonderful magic of Plato's conversation when addressed 
to young men. To bring Plato to Syracuse, and· to pour his 
eloquent language into the predisposed ears of Dionysius, 
appeared like realising the conjunction of philosophy and 
power. Accordingly he sent to Athens, along with the 
invitation from Dionysius, the most pressing and emphatic 

1 Plato, Epist. vii. p. 327 E. . . . 1l ~-17 ICa.l viiv el lha.7rpcf.~atTo ~~~ 
awvvulcp &s brexelp1JITe, p.e-ycf.il.as ~/1.7rl5a.s eixev, lfvev utpa.-ywv "a.l Oavcf.
'TfJJV ICa.l· TWV JIVV 'YE'YOIIOTfJJII tcaiCwV, {3(ov '/lv eo5a.lp.ova ICa.l ail.1)8tvlw ~JI 

I ""' / I 
'lfCta'!J TV XWPCf KaTacTICEvauat. . 

2 .Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 333 B. Ta.oTiw 7rpbs al"'""' 'lvpa.«OITtot TOTE 
~lra.8ov, 81rep 1<a.l ll.tovouws, 3Te aOTbv brexelpet 7ra.toeoua.s 1<a.l Opltf!a.s 
f3a.ITt/l.ea. 'I'~S &px~s ll.~tov, oUT"' I<OtvfJJveiv a.imji 'I'OV {3(ov 7rav'I'OS. 

3 Plato, Epist. vii. p. 327 E ; Plutarch, Dion, c. r r. ~iux<v ~pc.Js Tbv 
AtaWITIOJI o~vs teal 7rEptp.a.vhs TWJI 'I'E /1.0')/fJJJI 1<a.l 'T~S ITVIIOVITla.s 'TOU 
Dil.cf..,."'vos. EMI•s oov 'A8f}va(e 7roil./l.tX p.ov ~tpolTa. 'Ypap.p.a.Ta. 7rapil. Toii 
Atavvu{ov, 7ro/l./l.al. 5' brtiT«f}ljletS Tou il.lfJJvos, ll./1./l.a.t a• lt 'lTa.il.(a.s 7ra.pil. 'TWV 
nvea.'Yopttcwv, &c. 



History of Greece 
entreaties from himself. He represented the immense prize to 
be won-nothing less than the means of directing the action 
of an organised power, extending over all the Greeks of Italy 
and Sicily-provided only the mind of Dionysius could be 
thoroughly gained over. This (he said) was already half done; 
not only Dionysius himself, but also his youthful half-brothers 
of the other line, had been impressed with earnest mental 
aspirations, and longed to drink at the pure fountain of true 
philosophy. Everything presaged complete success, such as 
would render them hearty and active proselytes, if Plato would 
only come forthwith-before hostile influences could have time 
to corrupt them-and devote to the task his unrivalled art of 
penetrating the youthful mind. These hostile influences were 
indeed at work, and with great activity ; if victorious, they 
would not only defeat the project of Dion, but might even 
provoke his expulsion, or threaten his life. Could Plato, by 
declining the invitation, leave his devoted champion and 
apostle to fight so great a battle, alone and unassisted? What 
could Plato say for himself afterwards, if by declining to come, 
he not only let slip the greatest prospective victory which 
had ever been opened to philosophy, but also permitted the 
corruption of Dionysius and the ruin of Dion? 1 

Such appeals, in themselves emphatic and touching, reached 
Athens, reinforced by solicitations, hardly less strenuous, from 
Archytas of Tarentum and the other Pythagorean philosophers 
in the south of Italy; to whose personal well-being, over and 
above the interests of philosophy, the character of the future 
Syracusan government was of capital importance. Plato was 
deeply agitated and embarrassed. He was now 61 years of age. 
He enjoyed pre-eminent estimation, in the grove of Akademus 
near Athens, amidst admiring hearers from all parts of Greece. 
The Athenian democracy, if it accorded to him no influence 
on public affairs, neither molested him nor dimmed his intel
lectual glory. The proposed voyage to Syracuse carried him 
out of this enviable position into a new field of hazard and 
speculation ; brilliant indeed and flattering, beyond anything 
which had ever been approached by philosophy, if it succeeded; 
but fraught with disgrace, and even with danger to all con
cerned, if it failed. Plato had already seen the elder Dionysius 
surrounded by his walls and mercenaries in Ortygia, and had 
learnt by cruel experience the painful consequences of pro
pounding philosophy to an intractable hearer, whose displeasure 
passed so readily into act. The sight of contemporary despots 

1 Plato, Epist. vii. p. 328. 
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nearer home, such as Euphron of Sikyon and Alexander of 
Pherre, was by no means reassuring ; nor could he reasonably 
stake his person and reputation on the chance, that the younger 
Dionysius might prove a glorious exception to the general rule. 
To outweigh such scruples, he had indeed the positive and 
respectful invitation 6f Dionysius himself; which however 
would have passed for a transitory, though vehement, caprice 
on the part of a young prince, had it not been backed by the 
strong assurances of a mature man and valued friend like Dion. 
To these assurances, and to the shame which would be incurred 
by leaving Dion to fight the battle and incur the danger alone, 

1 "Plaro sacrificed his own grounds for hesitation. He went to 
~Syracuse, less with the hope of succeeding in the intended 
.

1

. conversion of Dionysius, than from the fear of hearing both 
himself at\x:l his philosophy taunted with confessed impotence
is fit only for the discussions of the school, shrinking from all 

.. application to practice, betraying the interest of his Pythagorean 
:friends, and basely deserting that devoted champion who had 
half opened the door to him for triumphant admission.! 

~ 
Such is the account which the philosopher gives of his own 

state of mind in going to Syracuse. At the same time, he 
intimates that his motives were differently interpreted by others. 2 

And as the account which we possess was written fifteen years 
after the event-when Dion had perished, when the Syracusan 
enterprise had realised nothing like what was expected, and 
when Plato looked back upon it with the utmost grief and 
aversion, 3 which must have poisoned the last three or four 
years of his life-we may fairly suspect that he partially 

, transfers back to 36 7 B.c. the feelings of 352 B.C. ; and that at 
the earlier period, he went to Syracuse, not merely becau[;e he 
was ashamed to decline, but because he really flattered himself 
with some hopes of success. / 

However desponding he may have been before,;he could 

1 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 328. Ta.Jrn p.€v ri) litavo[a H:lro"Ap.v lt7r7;pa 
otH:o8ev,Jillx p Ttves ~li&~a.,ov, <l."A~' a.lcq(uv&p.e~/s p.h ~~a.urov 
oro ,.~'YurT o v, p.'IJ o&~a.tp.( 1roore ~p.<wT<P 1ra.vTd11"«1T< OjiOS p.&vov &.r•xvws 
elval rts, ~p-you OE oVB~vOs ltv 1rOT€ €JC~JV &.vOd:~fla.a; L, ICtVOuveVcrew 0~ 1rpo· 
8oilvat 1rp(;)Tov JtEv T~V i:t.lwvos ~evlav ~v JavOVvot ~V'TWS 'YE'YOV6ToS oil (J"fJ.L· 
Kpo'is· · e17'' ' oUv 1rd6ot Tt, ef-r) ~ll-;re(]'~YP {nrO wvvtTlou llal TWv lfAA.wv 
€x9p0iv tA8ot 1rap' 7]p.Cis cpeV"f6JV, Kal CtvJpotro, ehrWv, &c. 

2 This is contained in the words o u X !i T' €s J li 6 ~a ( o v-before cited. 
3 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 350 E. Taura 7rOV p.EfJ.LCT1JICWS r~v 7repl ::StiC<-

.lav 1r"Attv7JV t<«l &.ruxi«v, &c. ' 
. Xenokrates seems to have accompan' .:d Plato to Sicily (Diogen. Laert. 
IV. 2, I). • 

I 
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hardly fail to conceive hopes from the warmth of his firs 
reception. One of the royal carriages met him at his landing 
and conveyed him to his lodging. Dionysius offered a sacrifict 
of thanksgiving to the gods for his safe arrival. The banquet· 
at the acropolis became distinguished for their plainness anc 
sobriety. Never had Dionysius been SF"- ''ltle in answer 
ing suitors or transacting public busines ~-'-<:: Degan immedi 
ately to take lessons in geometry from Plato. Every om 
around him, of course, was suddenly smitten with a taste fo: 
geometry; 1 so that the floors were all spread with sand, and 
nothing was to be seen except triangles and other figures 
inscribed upon it, with expositors and a listening crowd around 
them. To those who had been inmates of the acropolis under 
the reign of the former despot, this change was surprising 
enough. But their surprise was converted into alarm, when 
at a periodical sacrifice just then offered, Dionysius himself 
arrested the herald in pronouncing the customary prayer to 
the gods--" that the despotism might long remain unshaken." 
" Stop ! (said Dionysius to the herald) imprecate no such curse 
upon us ! " 2 To the ears of Philistus, and the old politicians, 
these words portended nothing less than revolution to the 
dynasty, and ruin to the Syracusan power. A single Athenian 
sophist (they exclaimed), with no other force than his tongue 
and his reputation, had achieved the conquest of Syracuse ; an 
attempt in which thousands of his countrymen had miserably 
perished half a century before.3 Ineffably were they disgusted 
to see Dionysius abdicate in favour of Plato, and exchange the 
care of his vast force and dominion for geometrical problems 
and discussions on the summum bonum. 

F<lr a moment Plato seemed to be despot of Syracuse ; so 
that the noble objects for which Dion had laboured were 

1 Plutarch, De Adulator. et Amici Discrimine, p. 52 C. 
2 Plutarch, Dion, c. r 3· Ou ..-ao<rv KaTapdJp.<vos fJp.'iv; 
3 Plutarch,· Dion, c. 14. "Evtot o~ ..-po<re..-owvPTO ov<rx<palv<tv, •l ..-p&

"t'Epov p.Ev , AU1'J.,vciio1. vauTU<a7s Kctl 1re(uca.t's 1iuvci.J.LEa'l. 8eifpo 1t'i\E00"a.VTes 
o:lrc;,AoVTo Kul 8Ct;.!j>e&.p11rrav ..-po'l'epov 1) Aa/3iip "2-vpuKo.Srras, wvl oe 01' 
~ "I>S a o <P 1 <TT a v Ka~oov<Tt T~l" l:uaPV<riov Tvpawloa, &c. 

Plato is here descri as a Sophist, in the language of those who did not 
like him. Plato, the gre t authority who is always quoted in disparage
ment of the persons ca!le~opkists, is as much entitled to the name as 
they, and is called so equ ly by unfriendly commentators. I drew par· 
ticular attention to this fact in y sixty-eighth chapter, where I endeavoured 
to show that there was no sch~l, sect, or body of persons distinguished by 
uniformity of doctrine or practk,~, properly called Sophists; and that the 
name was common to all literary ·~nen or teachers, when spoken of in an 
unfriendly spirit. · 
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apparently within his reach, either wholly or in part. And as 
far as we can judge, they really were to a great degree within 
his reach-had this situation, so interesting and so fraught with 
consequences to the people of Sicily, been properly turned to 
account. With all reverence for the greatest philosopher of 

I antiquity, we are forced to confess that upon his own showing, 
he not only failed to turn the situation to account, but con
tributed even to spoil it by an unseasonable rigour. To admire 
philosophy in its distinguished teachers, is one thing ; to learn 
and appropriate it, is another stage, rarer and more difficult, 
requiring assiduous labour, and no common endowments; 
while that which Plato calls "the philosophiCallife,"l or practical 
predominance of a well-trained intellect and well-chosen ethical 
purposes, combined with the minimum of personal appetite
is a third stage, higher· and rarer still. Now Dionysius had 
reached the first stage only. He had contracted a warm and 
profound admiration for Plato. He had imbibed this feeling 
from t_he exhortations of Dion ; and we shall see by his sub
sequent conduct that it was really a feeling both sincere and 
durable. But he admired Plato without having either inclination 
or talent to ascend higher, and to acquire what Plato called 

hilosophy. Now it was an unexpected good fortune, and 
ighly creditable to the persevering enthusiasm of Dion, that 
ionysius should have been wound up so far as to admire 

Plato, to invoke his presence, and to install him as a sort of 
spiritual power by the side of the temporal. Thus much was 

~ more than could have been expected ; but to demand more, 
t and to insist that Dionysius should go to school and work 

through a course of mental regeneration-was a purpose 
hardly possible to attain, and positively mischievous if it 
failed. Unfortunately, it was exactly this error which Plato, 
and Dion in deference to E.lato, seem to have committed. 
Instead of taking advantage of the existing ardour of Dionysius 
to instigate him at once into active political measures beneficial 
to the people of Syracuse and Sicily, with the full force of an 
authority which at that moment would have been irresistible
instead of heartening him up against groundless fears or diffi
culties of execution, and seeing· that full honour was done to 
him for all the good which he really accomplished, meditated, 
or adopted-Plato postponed all these as matters for which his 
royal pupil was not yet ripe. He and Dion began to deal with 

1 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 330 B. 'E'Yw ~~~ .,.&v-ra {nrip.evov, -r~w 'll'pw-rrw 
' !luivo<av <f>vA.c!T-rwv p1rep &<fJt1cOp.7)v,. Et 'II'WS els l'll't9vp.lav ~Mot T;js '</>tAo

u&<Pou (w?ls (Dionysius)-b 0' tvltaiue:v &v-rt'Telvwv. 
VOL. XI. D 
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Dionysius as a confessor treats his penitent ; to probe the 
interior man 1-~to expose to him his own unworthiness -to 
show that his life, his training, his companions, had all been 
vicious-to insist upon repentance and amendment upon these 
points, before he could receive absolution, and be permitted 
to enter upon active political lifec -to tell him that he must J 
reform himself, and become a rational and temperate man, l 
before he was fit to enter seriously on the task of governing 
others. 

Such was the language which Plato and Dlon held to 
Dionysius. They well knew indeed that they were treading 
on delicate ground-that while irritating a spirited horse in the 
sensitive part, they had no security against his kicks.2 Accord
ingly they resorted to many circumlocutory and equivocal 
expressions, so as to soften the offe· .ce given. But the effect 
was not the less produced, of die 5usting Dionysius with his 
velleities towards political good. Not only did Plato decline 
entering upon political recommendations of his own, but he 
damped, instead of enforcing, the positive good resolutions 
which Dion had already succeeded in infusing. Diunysiuj 
announced freely, in the presence of Plato, his wish an 
intention to transform his despotism at Syracuse into a limite · 
kingship, and to replant the dis-hellenised cities in Sicil 
These were the two grand points to which Dion had beeJ 
labouring so generously to bring him, and which he hao.' 
invoked Plato for the express pu, pdse of seconding. Yet what 
does Plato say when this momentous announcement is made? 
Instead of bestowing any praise or e11(;ouragement, he drily 
remarks to Dionysius,-" First go through your schooling, and 

1 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 332 E. • A 0~1 1ad L!uovutri<p <rvv•f3ou}l.e6op.ev l')'cl. 
/tal Ll.lwv, ''lrE!I>~ TCt 7rapa TOV 'lraTpos alJTcp ~uv•f3•f3f/IW, oi!TwS cwop.tA.tjT'f' 
p.ev 'lr<Hiielas, ltvop.<A.~T'f' l>e rruvou(J'twv Twv 7rpotr'f/lwvl1'wv 'Y•')'oveva<, .,.. p c;,.,. o" 
l1rl TavTa bpp.~IJ'aJJTa <J>{!I.ous li.!I.A.ous a~Tcp Twv ol~edwv li.!'-a ~eal .Y,}I.tl<twTwv ~tal 
rrup.<J>dwous 1rpos ltp•'~"~" ICT~rratrea,, 1'-&.!l.tiJ'Ta ISE abTov a~.,.q;, ToVTou 
')'ap abTDJJ 8aup.arrTws lvl>eu ')'<')'ovlvat· AE')'OI'TH obi< lvap')'ws 
oiJToos-· oU 70.p ?;v &.u¢a.l\€s-~-&s ofJTw p.€v 1J'Cis &v1}p alrr6v -rc: Kctl 
'1<elvous wv &v 7,')'ep.c1v ')'EII'f/Tat IJ'rfJrret, p.'r, Ta6ry lie Tpa1r6p.evos Tavania 
'lrc!.J/Ta a7rOTEAEL' 7r0p<u8els lie &s AE')'OJI.EII, /Cal ~aUTOII lp.<J>polla «al 
rr r/; <J> po va 1r o 1 'f/ 11' c!. p. e vo s, el Tas l~'T/P'IP."'I'-{vas lt1<eA.(as 1r6!1.ets ~raTOtiCi<Tete 
v6p.ots TE ~uvli~rT€1E 1<al 7ro!l.treia<s, &c. 

Compare also p. 33I F. 
2 Hox:at. Satir. ii. I, I 7. 

11 Haud mihi deero 
Cum res ipsa feret. N i::.i dextro tempore, Flacci 
Verba per attentam non ibunt Ca:sans aurem: 
Cui male ~i palpere, recalcitrat undlque tutus." 
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then do all these things; otherwise leave them undone.'' 1 

Dionysius afterwards complained, and with good show of 
reason (when Dion was in exile, menacing attack upon 
Syracuse, under the favourable sympathies of Plato), that the 
great philosopher had actually deterred him (Dionysius) from 
executing the same capital improvements which he was now 
encouraging Dion to accomplish by an armed invasion. Plato 
was keenly sensitive to this reproach afterwards; but even his 
own exculpation proves it to have been in the main not 
undeserved. 

Plutarch observes that Plato felt a proud consciousness of 
philosophical dignity in disdaining respect to persons, and in 
refusing to the defects of Dionysius any greater measure of 
indulgence than he would have shown to an ordinary pupil 
of the Academy.2 If we allow him credit for a sentiment 
in itself honourable, it can only be at the expense of his 
fitness for dealing with practical life ; by admitting (to 
quote .a remarkable phrase from one of his own dialogues) 
that "he tried to deal with individual men without knowing 
those rules of art or practice which bear on human affairs." 3 

Dionysius was not a common pupil, nor could Plato reason
ably expect the like unmeasured docility from one for whose 
-oar so many hostile influences were compet,ing. Nor were 
?lato and Dionysius the only parties concerned. There was, 
besides, in the first place, Dion, whose whole position was 

1 Plato, Epist. iii. 315 E. <f>a<Tl oe oi11c b/1.[-yo< ll.o-ye111 rre 1rp6s T<vas Twv 
1rcr.pc£ (fE 1rpeCTJ3ev6vTc,.w, Ws iipa. · croV 1ro-re AErov-ros ll.twV(J'as E'"YW JLlAA.ovTos 
Tds 'TE 

1
El\J\'f1v[Oas 7t&i\ets '" ~tKeAlq. ol!d(etv, 1c:al lvpaKovcrlovs E7ruwvcplO"a.t, 

T~v ltpx1w &vrl -rvpavvl8os els 13arnAelav f.tETacr-r.f]cravra, -r a V T> Ci p ct cr ~ 
1-'h TOTe, &.s rrv .prfs, o<et<wll.vaa.-vvv H LJ.lwva. o<l'i&.at<o<iJ.< l>p~v 
aV-rd, 1ea.l -rots Otavo.f,p.acrt -ro'is ao'Ls -r1}v cr1}v &.px~v Cupatpo6J.tefJd 
ue . .... 

Ibid. p. 319 B. EI,.<s lie Ka.l iJ.O.A' a:•rll.arr-rws -yell.wv, el iJ.EiJ.VT/p.a.<, &.s 
IIcu0ev6Ev-ra p.e ~I<~Aeves 7rote7v 1rd.v-ra Tail-ra, 1} p.~ 7TOteiv. 
"E<i>'fiV ~"YW Kci.ll.li.LITTa. f.IVT/f.IOVEU<Ta.{ G'E. 

Cornelius Nepos (Dion, c. 3) gives to Plato the credit, which belongs 
altogether to Dion, of having inspired Dionysius with these ideas. 

2 Plutarcb, De Adulator. et Amici Discrimine, p. 52 E. \Ve may set 
against this, however, a passage in one of the other treatises of Plutarch 
(Philosophand. cum Principibns, p. 779 ad finem), in which he observes, 
that Plato, coming to Sicily with the hope of converting his political doctrines 
into laws througb the agency of Dionysius, found the latter already corrupted 
by power, unsnsceptible of cure, and denf to admonition. 

3 Plato, Phredon, c. 88, p. 89 D. ObJCovv a.1rrxp&v, Kal of}ll.ov 8n lfvev 
-rExv'fl$ 'T~S 7repl 'T&v8pd;7l'€lU. 0 'TOLOV'Tos xpficrOaL E7rtXEtp€L ToLs lr.vepdnrols; 

He is expounding the causes and growth of misanthropic dispositions ; 
Qn(! of the most striking passages in his dialogues. 
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at stake-next, and of yet greater moment, the relief of the 
people of Syracuse and Sicily. For them, and on their behalf, 
Dion had been labouring with such zeal, that he had inspired 
Dionysius with readiness to execute the two best resolves 
which the situation admitted; resolves not only pregnant with 
benefit to the people, but also ensuring the position of Dian
since if Dionysius had once entered upon this course of policy, 
Dion would have been essential to him as an auxiliary and man 
of execution. 

It is by no means certain, indeed, that such schemes could 
have been successfully realised, even with full sincerity on the 
part of Dionysius, and the energy of Dion besides. With all 
governments, to do evil is easy-to effect beneficial change, 
difficult ; and with a Grecian despot, this was true in a peculiar 
manner. Those great mercenary forces and other instruments, 
which had been strong as adamant for the oppressive rule of 
the elder Dionysius, would have been found hardly manage
able, perhaps even obstructive, if his son had tried to employ 
them for more liberal purposes. But still the experiment 
would have been tried, with a fair chance of success-- -if · '1ly 
Plato, during his short-lived spiritual authority at Syracuse, d 
measured more accurately the practical influence whic 
philosopher might reasonably hope to exercise over Dionys. \ 
I make these remarks upon him with sincere regret ; but I al •• 
much mistaken if he did not afterwards hear them in more 
poignant language from the banished Dion, upon whom the 
consequences of the mistake mainly fell. 

Speedily did the atmosphere at Syracuse become overclouded. 
The conservative party-friends of the old despotism, with the 
veteran Philistus at their head-played their game far better 
than that of the reformers was played by Plato, or by Dion 
since the arrival of Plato. Philistus saw that Dion, as the man 
of strong patriotic impulses and of energetic execution, was 
the real enemy to be aimed at. He left no effort untried to 
calumniate Dion, and to set Dionysius against him. Whispers 
and misrepresentations from a thousand different quarters 
beset the ear of Dionysius, alarming him with the idea that 
Dion was usurping to himself the real authority in Syracuse, 
with the view of ultimately handing it over to the children of 
Aristomache, and of reigning in their name. Plato had been 
brought thither (it was said) as an agent in the conspiracy, for 
the purpose of winning over Dionysius into idle speculations, 
enervating his active vigour, and ultimately setting him aside · 
in order that all serious political agency might fall into th~ 
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hands of Dion.l These hostile intrigues were no secret to 
Plato himself, who, even shortly after his arrival, began to see 
evidence of their poisonous activity. He tried sincerely to 
counterwork them ; 2 but unfortunately the language which he 
himself addressed to Dionysius was exactly such as to give them 
the best chance of success. When Dionysius recounted to 
Philistus or other courtiers, how Plato and Dion had humiliated 
him in his own eyes, and told him that he was unworthy to 
govern until he had undergone a thorough purification-he 
would be exhorted to resent it as presumption and insult; and 
would be assured that it could only arise from a design to dis
possess him of his authority, in favour of Dion, or perhaps of 
the children of Aristomache with Dion as regent. 

It must not be forgotten that there was a real foundation for 
jealousy on the part of Dionysius towards Dion ; who was not 
merely superior to him in age, in dignity, and in ability, but 
also personally haughty in his bearing, and rigid in his habits, 
while Dionysius relished conviviality and enjoyments. At first, 
this jealousy was preve~ted from breaking out-partly by the 
consciousness of Dionysius that he needed some one to lean 
upon-partly by what seems to have been great self-command 
on the part of Dion, and great care to carry with him the real 
mind and good-will of Dionysius. Even from the beginning, 
the enemies of Dion were doubtless not sparing in their 
calumnies, to alienate Dionysius from him; and the wonder 
only is, how, in spite of such intrigues· and in spite of the 
natural causes of jealousy, Dion could have implanted_ his 
political aspirations, and maintained his friendly influence over 
Dionysius until the arrival of Plato. After that event, the 
natural causes of antipathy tended to manifest themselves more 

. and more powerfully, while the counteracting circumstances all 
disappeared. 

Three important months thus passed away, during which 
those precious public inclinations, which Plato found instilled 
by Dion into the bosom of Dionysius, and which he might j 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 14; Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 333 C. '0 ~~~ (Diony-/ 
sins) -ro'is ·1lta{lci.ll.ll.ovu• (<111'i<T'I'Eve) Kal l\E-yov<Ttv ells hrtflovll.evwv '>"P '>"Vpav! 
v£5t Alwv 11'pri'r'r01 .,..cJ.v'ra 3<Ta l11'pa7'rEJI ~~~ 'rrj) -rJ're xpJv'f', 1va IJ p.€v 
(Dionysius) 11'at8Ei'f 8h ... ~, VOVJI K'l/li.716Els &p.ell.o'i '>"iis apxi)s ~ ....... plojlas 
~Keivrp, 0 8~ (Dion) acpenpi<Tat'ro, Kal AtovV<TIOJI ~K/3ci.ll.ol i1< 'rijS apxijs 
8&A'I'. 

2 Plato, Epistpl. vii. p. 329 C. ~ll.6wv liE, ob "Yap 8ei P.'l/«lwew, i6pov 
<T'>"ri<TeOJs 'ril. 'li"Epl Awvvuwv P.E<T'ril. ~Vp.11'avra Kal 5•aflol\wv 1rp~s ... ~ 'rvpav· 
vloa Aiwvos 'li"Ept• 1jp.vvov p."tv oliv Ka6' g.,.ov ~8vvcip.71v, ap.t«pii. 1t oT&s -re 

, ~. &c. . . 
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have fanned into life and action -to liberalise the government 
of Syracuse, and to restore the other free Grecian cities ,_ 
disappeared never to return. In place of them, Dionysius 
imbibed an antipathy, more and more rancorous, against the 
friend and relative with whom these sentiments had originated. 
The charges against Dion, of conspiracy and dangerous designs, 
circulated by Philistus and his cabal, became more audacious 
than ever. At length in the fourth month, Dionysius resolved 
to get rid of him. 

The proceedings of Dion being watched, a letter was 
detected which he had written to the Carthaginian com
manders in Sicily (with whom the war still subsisted, though 
seemingly not in great activity), inviting them, if they sent any 
proposition for peace to Syracuse, to send it through him, as he 
would take care that it should be properly discussed. I have 
already stated, that even in the reign of the elder Dionysius, 
Dion had been the person to whom the negotiations with 
Carthage were habitually entrusted. Such a letter from him, 
as far as we make out from the general description, implied 
nothing like a treasonable purpose. But Dionysius, after 
taking counsel with Philistus, resolved to make use of it as a 
final pretext. Inviting Dion into the acropolis, under colour 
of seeking to heal their growing differences,-and beginning 
to enter into an amicable conversation,-he conducted him 
unsuspectingly down to the adjacent harbour, where lay 
moored, close in shore, a boat with the rowers aboard, ready 
for starting. Dionysius then produced the intercepted letter, 
handed it to Dion, and accused him to his face of treason. 
The latter protested against the imputation, and eagerly sought 
to reply. But Dionysius stopped him from proceeding, insisted 
on his going aboard the boat, and ordered the rowers to carry 
him off forthwith to Italy,! 

This abrupt and ignominious expulsion, of so great a persor, 
as Dion, caused as much consternation among his numerous 
friends, as triumph to Philistus and the partisans of the 

1 The story is found in Plutarch (Dion, c. 14), who refers to Timreus as 
his authority. It is confirmed in the main by Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 329 D. 
l-'711'l 0~ uxeobv 1crr"s 'TETc!pTtf Alwva l:>.wv{J(ftos, alnw,.,.evos ~Trc{3ovl\tVOIV 
Tjl Tvpavvllit, 11'!-'<Kpbv ~ls 1r!l.o'iov ~i-'/3c{3cf.uas, ~M/3a!l.ev &rl,.,.ws. 

Diodorus (xvi. 6) states that Dionysius sought to put Dion to death, and 
that he only escaped by flight. But the ven;ion of Plato and Plntarch is to 
be preferred. 

Jnstin (xxi. I, 2) gives an account, different from all, of the reign and 
proceedings of the younger Dionysius. I cannot imagine what authority 
he followed. He does not even name Dion. 
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despotism. All consummation of the liberal projects con
ceived by Dion was now out of the question; not less from 
the incompetency of Dionysius to execute them alone, than 
from his indisposition to any such attempt. Aristomache the 
sister, and Arete the wife of Dion (the latter half-sister of 
Dionysius himself), gave vent to their sorrow and indignation; 
while the political associates of Dion, and Plato beyond all 
others, trembled for their own personal safety. Among the 
mercenary soldiers, the name of Plato was particularly odious. 
Many persons instigated Dionysius to kill him, and rumours 
even gained footing that he had been killed, as the author of 
the whole confusion.l But the despot, having sent away the 
person whom he most hated and feared, was not disposed to do 
harm to any one else. While he calmed the anxieties of Arete 
by affirming that the departure of her husband was not to be 
regarded as an exile, but only as a temporary separation, to 
allow time for abating the animosity which prevailed-he at the 
same time ordered two triremes to be fitted out, for sending to 
Dion his slaves and valuable property, and everything necessary 
to personal dignity as well as to his comfort. Towards Plato
who was naturally agitated in the extreme, thinking only of the 
readiest means to escape from so dangerous a situation-'-his 
manifestations were yet more remarkable. He soothed the 
philosopher's apprehensions-entreated him to remain, in a 
manner gentle indeed but admitting no denial-and conveyed 
him at once into his own residence the acropolis, under colour 
of doing him honour. From hence there was no possibility of 
escaping, and Plato remained there for some time. Dionysius 
treated him well, communicated with him freely and intimately, 
and proclaimed everywhere that they were on the best terms of 
friendship. What is yet more curious-he displayed the greatesl 
anxiety to obtain the esteem and approbation of the sage, and 
to occupy a place in his mind higher than that accorded to Dion; 
shrinking nevertheless from philosophy, or the Platonic treat
ment and training, under the impression that there was a 
purpose to ensnare and paralyse him, under the auspices of 
Dion. 2 This is a strange account, given by Plato himself ; but 
it reads like a real picture of a vain and weak prince, admiring 
the philosopher-coquetting, with him, as it were-and anxious 
to captivate his approbation so far as it could be done without 
submitting to the genuine Platonic discipline. 

1 Plato, Epistol. iii. p. 315 F; Epist. vii. p. 329 D, p. 340 A. Plutarch, 
Dion, c. 15. 

2 Plato, Epist. vii. pp. 329, 330. 
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During this long and irksome detention, which probably 

made Plato sensible of the comparative comforts of Athenian 
liberty, he obtained from Dionysius one practical benefit. He 
prevailed upon him to establish friendly and hospitable 
relations with Archytas and the Tarentines, which to these 
latter was a real increase of security and convenience. I But 
in the point which he strove most earnestly to accomplish, he 
failed. Dionysius resisted all entreaties for the recall of Dion. 
Finding himself at length occupied with a war (whether the 
war with Carthage previously mentioned, or some other, we 
do not know), he consented to let Plato depart; agreeing to 
send for him again as soon as peace and leisure should return, 
and promising to recall Dion at the same time ; upon which 
covenant, Plato, on his side, agreed to come back. After 
a certain interval, peace arrived, and Dionysius re-invited 
Plato; yet without recalling Dion-whom he required still to 
wait another year. But Plato, appealing to the terms of the 
covenant, refused to go without Dion. To himself personally, 
in spite of the celebrity which his known influence with 
Dionysius tended to confer, the voyage was nothing less than 
repugnant, for he had had sufficient experience of Syracuse 
and its despotism. Nor would he even listen to the request 
of Dion himself; who, partly in the view of promoting his own 
future restoration, earnestly exhorted him to go. Dionysius 
besieged Plato with solicitations to come,2 promising that all 
which he might insist upon in favour of Dion should be 
granted, and putting in motion a second time Archytas and 
the Tarentines to prevail upon him. These men, through 
their companion and friend Archedemus, who came to 
Athens in a Syracusan trireme, assured Plato that Dionysius 
was now ardent in the study of philosophy, and had even 
made considerable progress in it. By their earnest entreaties, 
coupled with those of Dion, Plato was at length induced to go 
to Syracuse. He was received, as before, with signal tokens 
of honour. He was complimented with the privilege, enjoyed 
by no one else, of approaching the despot without having his 
person searched ; and was affectionately welcomed by the 
female relatives of Dion. Yet this visit, prolonged much 
beyond what he himself wished, proved nothing but a second 
splendid captivity, as the companion of Dionysius in the 
acropolis at Ortygia.s 

1 Plato, Epist. vii. p. 338 C. 
2 Plato, Epistol. iii. p. 317 B, C. 
8 Plato, Epist. vii. p. 33l)--346; Plutarch, Dion, c. 19. A!:schines, the 
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Dionysius the philosopher obtained abundance of flatterers 

-as his father Dionysius the poet had obtained before him
and was even emboldened to proclaim himself as the son of 
Apollo.l It is possible that even an impuissant embrace of 
philosophy, on the part of so great a potentate, may have 
tended to exalt the reputation of• philosophers in the con
temporary world. Otherwise the dabblings of Dionysius 
would have merited no attention; though he seems to have 
been really a man of some literary talent 2-retaining to the 
end a sincere admiration of Plato, and jealously pettish 
because he could not prevail upon Plato to admire him. But 
the second visit of Plato to him at Syracuse-very different 
from his first-presented no chance of benefit to the people 
of Syracuse, and only deserves notice as it bore upon the 
destiny of Dion. Here, unfortunately, Plato could accomplish 
nothing; though his zeal on behalf of his friend was unwearied. 
Dionysius broke all his promises of kind dealing, became 
more rancorous in his hatred, impatient of the respect which 
Dion enjoyed even as an exile, and fearful of the revenge 
which he might one day be able to exact. 

When expelled from Syracuse, Dion had gone to Pelopon
nesus and Athens, where he had continued for some years 
to receive regular remittances of his property. But at length, 
even while Plato was residing at Syracuse, Dionysius thought 
fit to withhold one-half of the property, on pretence of reserving 
it for Dion's son. Presently he took steps yet more violent, 
threw off all disguise, sold the whole of Dion's property, and 
appropriated or distributed among his friends the large proceeds, 
not less than Ioo talents.3 Plato, who had the mortification to 
hear this intelligence while in the palace of Dionysius, was full 
of grief and displeasure. He implored permission to depart. 
But though the mind of Dionysius had now been thoroughly 
set against him by the multiplied insinuations of the calumni
ators,4 it was not without difficulty and tiresome solicitations 
that he obtained permission ; chiefly through the vehement 
remonstrances of Archytas and his companions, who represented 

companion of Sokrat~s along with Plato, is said to have passed a long time 
at Syracttse with Dionysius, until the expulsion of that despot (Diogen. 
Laert. ii. 63). 

1 Plutarch, De Fortuna Alex. Magn. p. 338 B. A"'pllios l1< J1.1/Tp~s 4>ol{3ou 
ICOLVcfJp.a(TL fjJ...aO'TdJJI, 

2 See a passage in Plato, Epistol. ii. p. 314 E. 
a Plato, Epistol. iii. p. 318 A; vii. pp. 346, 347· Plutarch, Dion, c. 

I~ I~ • 
4 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 15-on the authority of Aristoxenus. 

D 2 



74 I I istory of Greece 
to the despot that they had brought him to Syracuse, and that 
they were responsible for his safe return. The mercenaries of 
Dionysius were indeed so ill-disposed to Plato, that consider
able precautions were required to bring him away in safety.1 

It was in the spring of 36o B.c. that the philosopher appears 
to have returned to Peloponnesus from this, his second visit to 
the younger Dionysius, and third visit to Syracuse. At the 
Olympic festival of that year, he met Dion, to whom he 
recounted the recent proceedings of Dionysius.2 Incensed at 
the seizure of the property, and hopeless of any permission to 
return, Dion was now meditating enforcement of his restoration 
at the point of the sword. But there occurred yet another 
insult on the part of Dionysius, which infused a more deadly 
exasperation into the quarrel. Arete, wife of Dion and half
sister of Dionysius, had continued to reside at Syracuse ever 
since the exile of her husband. She formed a link between 
the two, the continuance of which Dionysius could no longer 
tolerate, in his present hatred towards Dion. Accordingly 
he took upon him to pronounce her divorced, and to re-marry 
her, in spite of her own decided repugnance, with one of his 
friends named Timokrates.8 To this, he added another cruel 
injury, by intentionally corrupting and brutalising Dian's eldest 
son, a youth just reaching puberty. 

Outraged thus in all the tenderest points, Dion took up 
with passionate resolution the design of avenging himself on 
Dionysius, and ::>f emancipating Syracuse from despotism into 
liberty. During the greater part of his exile he had resided at 
Athens, in the house of his friend Kal!ippus, enjoying the 
society of Speusippus and other philosophers of the Academy, 
and the teaching of Plato himself when returned from Syracuse. 
Well supplied with money, and strict as to his own personal 
wants, he was able largely to indulge his liberal spirit towards 
many persons, and among the rest towards Plato, whom he 
assisted towards the expense of a choric exhibition at Athens. 4 

1 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 350 A, B. 
2 .Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 350 C. The return of Plato and his first meeting 

with Dion is said to have excited considetable sensation among the 
spectators at the festival (Diogenes Laert. iii. 25). 

The Olympic festival here alluded to, must be (I conceive) that of 360 
B.C. : the same also in Epistul. ii. p. 310 D. · 

3 Plutarch, Dion, c. 2! ; Cornel. Nepos, Dion, c. 4· 
~ Plutarch, Dian. c. 17; Athenreus, xi. p. 508. l'lato appears also to 

have received, when at Athens, pecuniary assistance remitted by Dionysius 
from Syracuse, towards expenses of a similar kind, as well as towards 
furnishing a dowry for certain poor nieces. Dian and Dionysius had both 
aided him (Plato, Epistol. xiii. p. 36r). 
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Dion also visited Sparta and various other cities; enjoying a 
high reputation, and doing himself credit everywhere; a fact 
not unknown to Dionysius, and aggravating his displeasure. 
Yet Dion was long not without hope that that displeasure 
would mitigate, so as to allow of his return to Syracuse on 
friendly terms. Nor did he cherish any purposes of hostility, 
until the last proceedings with respect to his property and his 
wife at once cut off all hope and awakened vindictive 
sentiments.1 He began therefore to lay a train for attacking 
Dionysius and enfranchising Syracuse by arms, invoking the 
countenance of Plato ; who gave his approbation, yet not 
without mournful reserves; saying that he was now seventy 
years of age-that though he admitted the just wrongs of Dion 
and the bad conduct of Dionysius, armed conflict was never
theless repugnant to his feelings, and he could anticipate little 
good from it-that he had laboured long in vain to reconcile 
the two exasperated kinsmen, and could not now labour for 
any opposite end. 2 

But though Plato was lukewarm, his friends and pupils at 
the Academy cordially sympathised. with Dion. Speusippus 
especially, the intimate friend and relative, having accompanied 
Plato to Syracuse, had communicated much with the population 
in the city, and gave encouraging reports of their readiness to 
aid Dion, even if he came with ever so small a force against 
Dionysius. Kallippus, with Eudemus (the friend of Aristotle), 
Timonides, and Miltas-all three members of the society at 
the Academy, and the last a prophet also-lent him aid and 
embarked in his enterprise. There were a numerous body of 
exiles from Syracuse, not less than rooo altogether; with 
most of whom Dion opened communication inviting their 
fellowship. He at the same time hired mercenary soldiers in 
small bands, keeping his measures as secret as he could. 3 

Alkimenes, one of the leading Achaeans in Peloponnesus, was 
An author named Onetor affirmed that Dionysius had given to Plato the 

prodigious sum of So talents; a story obviously exaggerated (Diogenes 
Laert. iii. 9). 

1 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 350 F. 
2 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 350. This is the account which Plato gives 

after the death of Dion, when affairs had taken a disastrous turn, about 
the extent of his own interference in the enterprise. But Dionysius 
supposed him to have been more decided in his countenance of the expedi
tion; and Plato's letter addressed to Dion himself, after the victory of the 
latter at Syracuse, seems to bear out that supposition. • 

Compare Epistol. iii. p. 315 E; iv. p. 320 A. 
8 Plutarch, Dion, c. 22. Eudemus was afterwards slain in one of the 

~ombats at Syracuse (Aristotle apud Ciceron. Tusc. Disp. i. 25, 53). 
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warm in the cause (probably from sympathy with the Achrean 
colony Kroton, then under the dependence of Dionysius), 
conferring upon it additional dignity by his name and presence. 
A considerable quantity of spare arms, of every description, 
was got together, in order to supply new unarmed partisans on 
reaching Sicily. With all these aids Dion found himself in 
the island of Zakynthus, a little after Midsummer 357 B.c.; 
mustering 8oo soldiers of tried experience and bravery, who 
had been directed to come thither silently and in small parties, 
without being informed whither they were going. A little 
squadron was prepared, of no more than five merchantmen, 
two of them vessels of thirty oars, with victuals adequate to 
the direct passage across the sea from Zakynthus to Syracuse; 
since the ordinary passage, across from Korkyra and along the 
Taren tine Gulf, was impracticable, in the face of the maritime 
power of Dionysius.1 

Such was the contemptible force with which Dion ventured 
to attack the greatest of all Grecian potentates in his own 
stronghold and island. Dionysius had now reigned as despot 
at Syracuse between ten' and eleven years. Inferior as he 
personally was to his father, it does not seem that the 
Syracusan power had yet materially declined in his hands. We 
know little about the political facts of his reign ; but the 
veteran Philistus, his chief adviser and officer, appears to have 
kept together the larger part of the great means bequeathed by 
the elder Dionysius. The disparity of force, therefore, between 
the assailant and the party assailed, was altogether extravagant. 
To Dion, personally, indeed, such disparity was a matter of 
indifference. To a man of his enthusiastic temperament, so 
gJ;eat was the heroism and sublimity of the enterprise,
combining liberation of his country from a despot, with revenge 
for gross outrages to himself,-that he was satisfied if he could 
only land in Sicily with no matter how small a force, accounting 
it honour enough to perish in such a cause.2 Such was the 
emphatic language of Dion, reported to us by Aristotle ; who 
(being then among the pupils of Plato) may probably have 
heard it with his own ears. To impartial contemporary 
spectators, like Demosthenes, the attempt seemed hopeless. 3 

But the intelligent man of the Academy who accompanied 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 23--25. 
2 Aristotel. Politic. v. 8, 17. 
3 See Orat. adv. Leptinem, s. 179, p. 506: an oration delivered abot~t 

two years afterwards ; not long after the victory of Dion. 
Compare Diodor. xvi. 9; Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 2. 
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Dion, would not have thrown their lives away in contemplation 
of a glorious martyrdom; nor were either they or he ignorant, 
that there existed circumstances, not striking the eye of the 
ordinary spectator, which materially weakened the great 
apparent security of Dionysius. 

First, there was the pronounced and almost unanimous 
discontent of the people of Syracuse. Though prohibited 
from all public manifestations, they had been greatly agitated 
by the original project of Dion to grant liberty to the city
by the inclinations even of Dionysius himself towards the 
same end, so soon unhappily extinguished-by the dissembling 
language of Dionysius, the great position of Dion's wife and 
sister, and the second visit of Plato, all of which favoured the 
hope that Dion might be amicably recalled. At length such 
chance disappeared, when his property was confiscated and his 
wife re-married to another. But as his energetic character was 
well known, the Syracusans now both confidently expected, 
and ardently wished that he would return by force, and help 
them to put down one who was alike his enemy and theirs. 
Speusippus, having accompanied Plato to Syracuse and mingled 
much with the people, brought back decisive testimonies of 
their disaffection towards Dionysius, and of their eager longing 
for relief by the hands of Dion. It would be sufficient (they 
said) if he even came alone; they would flock around him, 
and arm him at once with an adequate force.! 

There were doubtless many other messages of similar tenor 
sent to Peloponnesus ; and one Syracusan exile, Herakleides, 
was in himself a considerable force. Though a friend of Dion, 2 

he had continued high in the service of Dionysius, until the 
second visit of Plato. At that time he was disgraced, and 
obliged to save his life by flight, on account of a mutiny 
among the mercenary troops, or rather of the veteran soldiers 
among them, whose pay Dionysius had cut down. The men 
so curtailed rose in arms, demanding continuance of the old 
pay; and when Dionysius shut the gates of the acropolis, 
refusing attention to their requisitions, they raised the furious 
barbaric prean or war shout, and rushed up to scale the walls. 3 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 22. Speusippus, from Athens, corresponded both 
with Dion and with Dionysius at Syracuse ; at least there was a corre
spondence between them, read as genuine by Diogen@s Laertius (iv. I, 
2, s). 

2 Plato, Epistol. iii. p. 318 C. 
8 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 348 B. ol a· lrplpoVTO eb8vs wpb$ T~ Teix1], 

1ratwvcl. Ttva &va/3o~cravT<S /3cl.p/3apov 1<al woh.ep.tl<&v· ol:i ll1, wept'iie~s l!.tov{Hnos 
7EV61uevos, &c. 
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Terrible were the voices of these Gauls, Iberians, and 
Campanians, in the ears of Plato, who knew himself to be the 
object of their hatred, and who h8ppcned to be then in the 
garden of the acropolis. But Dionysius, no less terrified 
than Plato, appeased the mutiny, by conceding all that was 
asked, and even more. The blame of this misadventure was 
thrown upon Herakleid2·s, towards whom Dionysius conducted 
himself with mingled injustice and treachery--according to the 
judgement both of Plato and of all around him.l As an exile, 
Herakleides now brought word to Dion that Dionysius could 
not even rely upon the mercenary troops, whom he treated 
with a parsimony the more revolting as they contrasted it with 
the munificence of his father. 2 Herakleides was eager to 
co-operate in putting down the despotism at Syracuse. But he 
waited to equip a squadron of triremes, and was not ready so 
soon as Dion; perhaps intentionally, as the jealousy between 
the two soon broke out.3 

The second source of weakness to Dionysius lay in his own 
<'haracter and habits. The commanding energy of the father, 
far from being of service to the son, had been combined with 
a jealousy which intentionally kept him down and cramped his 
growth. He had always been weak, petty, destitute of courage 
or foresight, and unfit for a position like thqt which his father 
had acquired and maintained. His personal incompetency 
was recoguised by all, and would probably have manifested 
itself even more conspicuously, had he not found a minister 
of so much ability, and so much devotion to the dynasty, as 
Philistus. But in addition to such known incompetency, he 
had contracted recently habits which inspired every one 
around him with contempt. He was perpetually intoxicated 
and plunged in dissipation. To put down such a chief, even 
though surrounded by walls, soldiers, and armed ships, 
appeared to Dion and his confidential companions an enter
prise noway impracticable.4 

Nevertheless these causes of weakness were known only to 
close observers; while the great miLtary force of Syracuse was 
obvious to the eyes of every one. When the soldiers mustered 

1 l'l:tto, Epistol. iii. p. 3rS; vii. pp. 3 t8, 349· 
2 Plato, Epist. vii. p. 348 A. . .. hr•x•ip1J<T•V oll.l"'fO!'tcr8oTtpovs 7l'otEi'v 

1ra.pil Til TO V 1/'a.Tp~S l871, &c. 
3 Plutarch, Dion, c. 32; Diodor. xvi. 6--r6. 
' Aristutel. Politic. v. 8, I4; Plutarch, Dian, c. 7· These habit, must 

have probably gro-wn upon him since the second departure of l'lato, who 
does not notice thc.m in his lt:tkrs. 
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by Dion at Zakynthus were first informed that they were 
destined to strike straight across the sea against Syracuse, they 
shrank from the proposition as an act of insanity. They 
complained of their leaders for not having before told them 
what was projected; just as the Ten Thousand Greeks in the 
army of Cyrus, on reaching Tarsus, complained of Klearchus 
for having kept back the fact that they were marching against 
the Great King. It required a.ll the eloquence of Dian, with 
his advanced age,1 his dignified presence, and the quantity of 
gold and silver plate in his possession, to remove their appre
hensions. How widely these apprehensions were felt is shown 
by the circumstance, that out of rooo Syracusan exiles, only 
twenty-five or thirty dared to join him.2 

After a magnificent sacrifice to Apollo, and an ample 
banquet to the soldiers in the stadium at Zakynthus, Dion 
gave orders for embarkation in the ensuing morning. On that 
very night the moon was eclipsed. We have already seen what 
disastrous consequences turned upon the occurrence of this 
same pha:nomenon fifty-six years before, when Nikias was 
about to conduct the defeated Athenian fleet away from the 
harbour of Syracuse.3 Under the existing apprehensions of 
Dion's band, the eclipse might well have induced them to 
renounce the enterprise; and so it probably would, under a 
general like Nikias. But Dion had learnt astronomy; and 
what was of not less consequence, Miltas, the prophet of the 
expedition, besides his gift of prophecy, had received instruction 
in the Academy also. When the affrighted soldiers inquired 
what new resolution was to be adopted in consequence of so 
grave a sign from the gods, Miltas rose and assured them that 
they had mistaken the import of the sign, which promised 
them good fortune and victory. By the eclipse of the moon, the 
gods intimated that something very brilliant was about to be 
darkened over : now there was nothing in Greece so brilliant 
as the despotism of Dionysius at Syracuse; it was Dwnysius who 
was about to suffer eclipse, to be brought on by the victory of 
Dian. 4 Reassured by such consoling words, the soldiers got 
on board. They had good reason at first to believe that the 
favour of the gods waited upon them, for a gentle and steady 
Etesian breeze carried them across mid-sea without accident 
or suffering, in twelve days, from Zakynthus to Cape Pachynus, 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 23. &vt,p 7rap'l/1t)J.ai<WS 1111'11, &c. 
2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 22; Diodor. xvi. 10. 
8 Thucyd. vii. 50. See vol. vii. chap. lx. of this History. 
4 Plutarch, Dion, c. 24. 



8o His tory of Greece 
the south-eastern corner of Sicily and nearest to Syracuse. 
The pilot Protus, who had steered the course so as exactly to 
hit the cape, urgently recommended immediate disembarkation, 
without going farther along the south-western coast of the 
island; since stormy weather was commencing, which might 
hinder the fleet from keeping near the shore. But Dion was 
afraid of landing so near to the main force of the enemy. 
Accordingly the squadron proceeded onward, but were driven 
by a violent wind away from Sicily towards the coast of Africa, 
narrowly escaping shipwreck. It was not without considerable 
hardship and danger that they got back to Sicily, after five 
days; touching the island at Herakleia Minoa westward of 
Agrigentum, within the Carthaginian supremacy. The Car
thaginian governor of Minoa, Synalus (perhaps a Greek in the 
service of Carthage), was a personal acquaintance of Dion, and 
received him with all possible kindness; though knowing 
nothing beforehand of his approach, and at first resisting his 
landing through ignorance. 

Thus was Dion, after ten years of exile, once more on 
Sicilian ground. The favourable predictions of Miltas had 
been completely realised. But even that prophet could hardly 
have been prepared for the wonderful tidings now heard, which 
ensured the success of the expedition. Dionysius had recently 
sailed from Syracuse to Italy, with a fleet of So triremes.! 
What induced him to commit so capital a mistake, we cannot 
make out ; for Philistus was already with a fleet in the Gulf of 
Tarentum, waiting to intercept Dion, and supposing that the 
invading squadron would naturally sail along the coast of Italy 
to Syracuse, according to the practice almost universal in that 
day.2 Philistus did not commit the same mistake as Nikias 
had made in reference to Gylippus 8-that of despising Dion 
because of the smallness of his force. He watched in the 
usual waters, and was only disappointed because Dion, 
venturing on the bold and unusual straight course, was greatly 
favoured by wind and weather. But while Philistus watched 
the coast of Italy, it was natural that Dionysius himself should 
keep guard with his main force at Syracuse. The despot was 
fully aware of the disaffection which reigned in the town, and 
of the hopes excited by Dion's project; which was generally 
well known, though no one could tell how or at what moment 
the deliverer might be expected. Suspicious now to a greater 
degree than ever, Dionysius had caused a fresh search to be 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. z6; Diodor. xvi. 10, II. 
2 Plutarch, Dian, c. 25. 3 Thucyd. vi. 104. 
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made in the city for arms, and had taken away all that he 
could find. 1 We may be sure too that his regiment of habitual 
spies were more on the alert than ever, and that unusual rigour 
was the order of the day. Yet at this critical juncture, he 
thought proper to quit Syracuse with a very large portion of 
his force, leaving the command to Timokrates, the husband of 
Dian's late wife; and at this same critical juncture Dion arrived 
at Minoa. 

Nothing could exceed the joy of the Dionian soldiers on 
hearing of the departure of Dionysius, which left Syracuse open 
and easy of access. Eager to avail themselves of the favour
able instant, they called upon their leader to march thither 
without delay, repudiating even that measure of rest which he 
recommended aft~r the fatigues of the voyage. Accordingly 
Dion, after a short refreshment provided by Synalus-with 
whom he deposited his spare arms, to be transmitted to him 
when required-set· forward on his march towards Syracuse. 
On entering the Agrigentine territory, he was joined by 200 

horsemen near Eknomon.2 Farther on, while passing through 
Gela and Kamarina, many inhabitants of these towns, together 
with some neighbouring Sikans and Sikels, swelled his band. 
Lastly; when he approached the Syracusan border, a consider
able proportion of the rural population came to him also, 
though without arms ; making the reinforcements which joined 
him altogether about sooo men.3 Having armed these 
volunteers in the best manner he could, Dion continued his 
progress as far as Akrre, where he made a short evening halt. 
From thence, receiving good news from Syracuse, he re-com
menced his march during the latter half of the night, hastening 
forward to the passage over the river Anapus; which he had 
the good fortune to occupy without any opposition, before 
daybreak. 

Dian was now within no more than a mile and a quarter of 
the walls of Syracuse. The rising sun disclosed his army to 
the view of the Syracusan population, who were doubtless 
impatiently watching for him. He was seen offering sacrifice 
to the river Anapus, and putting up a solemn prayer to the god 
Helios, then just showing himself above the horizon. He 
wore the wreath habitual with those who were thus employed; 

1 Diodor. xvi. ro. 
2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 26, 27; Diodor. xvi. g. 
3 Plutarch (Dion, c. 27) gives the numbers who joined him at about 5000 

men, which is very credible. Diodorus gives the number exaggerated, 
at 20,000 (xvi. 9). 
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while his soldiers, animated by the confident encouragement of 
the prophets, had taken wreaths alsu. 1 Elate and enthusiastic, 
they passed the Anapus (seemingly at the bridge which formed 
part of the Helorine way), advanced at a running pace across 
the low plain which divided the southern cliff of Epipolre from 
the Great Harbour, and approached the gates of the quarter 
of Syracuse called Neapolis- -the Temenitid Gates, near the 
chapel of Apollo Temenites. 2 Dion was at their head, in 
resplendent armour, with a body-guard near him composed of 
Ioo of his Peloponnesians. His brother Megakles was on one 
side of him, his friend the Athenian Kallippus on the other; 
all three, and a large proportion of the soldiers also, still crowned 
with their sacrificial wreaths, as if marching in a joyous festival 
procession, with victory already assured.3 

As yet Dion had not met with the smallest resistance. 
Timokrates (left at Syracuse with the large mercenary force 
as vicegerent), while he sent an express to apprise Dionysius, 
kept his chief hold on the two military positions or horns of 
the city; the island of Ortygia at one extremity, and Epipolre 
with Euryalus on the other. It has already been mentioned 
that Epipolre was a triangular slope, with walls bordering both 
the northern and southern cliffs, and forming an angle on 
the western apex, where stood the strong fort of Euryalus. 
Between Ortygia and Epipolre lay the populous quarters of 
Syracuse, wherein the great body of citizens resided. As the 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 27. These picturesque details about the march of 
Dion are the more worthy of notice, as Plutarch had before him the 
narrative of Timonirl&s, a companion of Dion, and actually engaged in the 
expedition. Timonides wrote an account of what passed to Speusippus at 
Athens, doubtless for the information of Plato and their friends in the 
Academy (Plutarch, Dion, c. 31 -35). 

Diogenes Laertius mentions also a person named Simonidis who wrote 
to Spemippus .-d:s IO".-oplas ~v aTs !<a.-ere.-&x•• .-as 11'p&~••s .Aiwv6s .-e 1<al 
Blwvos (iv. r, 5). Probably Simonidis may be a misnomer for Timonidis. 

Arrian, the author of the Anabasis of Alexander, had written narratives 
of the exploits both of Dion and Timoleon. U ufortunately these have not 
been preserved; indeed Photius himself seems never to have seen them 
(Photius, Codex, 92 ). 

2 Plutarch, Dian, c. 29. 'E?rel o' elO"'ij!l.8ev 0 .Alwv I<Q,'TCt 'TCtS MevL-rloas 
?r{/!\as, &c. 

Most of the best critics here concur in thinking that the reading ought to 
be .,.a. Tep.ev•rloas ,.{JJ\as. The statue and sacred ground of Apollo 
Temenit@s was the most remarkable feature in this portion of Syracuse, and 
would naturally be selected to furnish a name for the gates. No meaning 
can be assigned for the phrase Mev•rloas. 

3 Plutarch, Dian, c. 27, 28, 29. Diodorus (xvi. ro) also mentions the 
striking fact of the wreaths worn by this approaching army. 
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disaffection of the Syracusans was well known, Timokrates 
thought it unsafe to go out of the city, and meet Dion on the 

, road, for fear of revolt within. But he perhaps might have 
occupied the important bridge over .the Anapus, had not a 
report reached him that Dion was directing his attack first 
against Leontini. Many of the Campanian mercenaries under 
the command of Timokrates, having properties in Leontini, 
immediately quitted Epipoloe to go thither and defend them.1 

This rumour-false, and perhaps intentionally spread by the 
invaders-not only carried off much of the garrison elsewhere, 
but also misled Timokrates ; insomuch that Dion was allowed 
to make his night march, to reach the Anapus, and to find it 
unoccupied. . 

It was too late for Timokrates to resist, when the rising sun 
~}_~~~_:>~.:_~~t_:? ~he army. of _Dion cross~ng the Anapus. 

~arters was electric. -They rose 'like one man to ·~cl~~~~ 
their deliverer, and to put down the dynasty which had hung 
about their necks for forty-eight years. Such of the mercen
aries of Dionysius as were in these central portions of the city 
were forced to seek shelter in Epipoloe, while his police and 
spies were pursued and seized, to undergo the full terrors of a 
popular vengeance.2 Far from being able to go forth against 
Dion, Timokrates could not even curb the internal insurrec
tion. So thoroughly was he intimidated by the reports of his 
terrified police, and by the violent and unanimous burst of 
wrath among a people whom every Dionysian partisan had 
long been accustomed to treat as disarmed slaves-that he 
did not think himself safe even in Epipoloe. But he could not 
find means of getting to Ortygia, since the intermediate city 
was in the hands of his enemies, while Dion and his troops 
were crossing the low plain between Epipolre and the Great 
Harbour. It only remained for him therefore to evacuate 
Syracuse altogether, and to escape from Epipolre either by the 
northern or the western side. To justify his hasty flight, he 
spread the most terrific reports respecting the army of Dion, 
and thus contributed still further to paralyse the discouraged 
partisans of Dionysius. 3 

Already had Dion reached the Temenitid gate, where the 
principal citizens, clothed in their best attire, and the multitude 
pouring forth loud and joyous acclamations, were assembled 
to meet him. Halting at the gate, he caused his trumpet to 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 27. 2 Plutarch) De Curiositate, p. 523 A. 
8 Plutarch, Dion, c. 28; Diodor. xvi. ro. 
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sound, and entreated silence; after which he formally pro
claimed, that he and his brother Megakles were come for the 
purpose of putting down the Dionysian despotism, and of 
giving liberty both to the Syracusans and the other Sicilian 
Greeks. The acclamations redoubled as he and his soldiers 
entered the city, first through Neapolis, next by the ascent up 
to Achradina; the main street of which (broad, continuous, 
and straight, as was rare in a Grecian city 1) was decorated as 
on a day of jubilee, with victims under sacrifice to the gods, 
tables, and bowls of wine ready prepared for festival. As 
Dion advanced at the head of his soldiers through a lane 
formed in the midst of this crowd, from each side wreaths were 
cast upon him as upon an Olympic victor, and grateful prayers 
addressed to him as it were to a god. 2 Every house was a 
scene of clamorous joy, in which men and women, freemen 
and slaves, took part alike; the outburst of feelings long 
compressed and relieved from the past despotism with its 
inquisitorial police and garrison. 

It was not yet time for Dion to yield to these pleasing but 
passive impulses. Having infused courage into his soldiers 
as well as into the citizens by his triumphant procession 
tnrough Achradina, he descended to the level ground in front 
of Ortygia. That stronghold was still occupied by the Diony
sian garrison, whom he thus challenged to come forth and 
fight. But the flight of Timokrates had left them without 
orders, while the imposing demonstration and unanimous rising 
of the people in Achradina-which they must partly have 
witnessed from their walls, and partly learnt through fugitive 
spies and partisans-struck them with discouragement and 
terror; so that they were in no disposition to quit the shelter 
of their fortifications. Their backwardness was hailed as a 
confession of inferiority by the insurgent citizens, whom Dion 
now addressed as an assembly of freemen. Hard by, in front 
of the acropolis with its Pentapyla or five gates, there stood a 
lofty and magnificent sundial, erected by the elder Dionysius. 
Mounting on the top of this edifice, with the muniments of 
the despot on one side and the now liberated Achradina on 

1 Cicero in Verr. iv. 53· "Altera autem est urbs Syracusis, cui nomen 
Acradina est : in quit forum maximum, pulcherrimx porticus, omatissimum 
prytaneum, amplissima est curia, templumque egregium Jovis Olympii; 
creterreque urbis partes, mu! totd viti perpetttt1, multisque transversis, divisre, 
privatis redificiis continentur." 

2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 29 ; Diodor. xvi. I I. Compare the manifestations 
of the inhabitants of Skione towards Brasidas (Thucyd. iv. 121). 
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the other, Dian addressed 1 an animated harangue to the Syra
cusans around, exhorting them to strenuous efforts in defence 
of their newly-acquired rights and liberties, and inviting them 
to elect generals for the command, in order to accomplish the 
total expulsion of the Dionysian garrison. The Syracusans, 
with unanimous acclamations, named Dion and his brother 
Megakles generals with full powers. But both the brothers 
insisted that colleagues should be elected along with them. 
Accordingly twenty other persons were chosen besides, ten of 
them being from that small band of Syracusan exiles who had 
joined at Zakynthus. 

Such was the entry of Dion into Syracuse, on the third day 2 

after his landing _in Sicily; and such the first public act of 
renewed Syracusan freedom; the first after that fatal vote 
which, forty-eight years before, had elected the elder Dionysius 
general plenipotentiary, and placed in his hands the sword of 
state, without foresight of the consequences. In the hands of 
Dion, that sword was vigorously employed against the common 
enemy. He immediately attacked Epipolre; and such was the 

1 Plutarch, Dian, c. 29; Diodor. xvi. 10, II. The description which 
Plutarch gives of the position of this sundial is distinct, and the haranguewhich 
Dian delivered while standing upon it, is an impressive fact :-?Hv a• il1rb 
'T~ Jl at< p 011" 0 71.< Jl KC!.l 'Ta 11"EJ17"ci.11"1JACI., l>.LOVIJCT[ov /lCI.'I"CI.CTI<EUci.CTCI.V'TO$, TJALO'Tp07r<OJI 
t<II.'TII.</>av<s t<a.l {J>jrl/l\.Ov. 'E1rl 'ToVTq> 1rpod /3as ~0'1/!J.'f/')'Op"IJCT<, t<a.l wa.pwpp.'f/CT< 'TO OS 
1I"Ol\.£7"a.S aV'TeX<CT8a.< 'T1)S ~l\.EV8<p£as. 

The sundial was thus under the acropolis, that is, in the low gronnd, 
immediately adjoining to Ortygia; near the place where the elder Dionysius 
is stated to have placed his large porticos and market-house (Diodor. xiv. 
7), and where the younger Dionysius erected the funereal monument to 
his father (xv. 74). In order to arrive at the sundial, Dion must have 
descended from the height of Achradina. Now Plutarch mentions that 
Dion went up through Achradina (lt.vpE< o•a Tijs 'Axpaow1)s). It is plain 
that he must have come down again from Achradina, though Plutarch does 
not specially mention it. And if he brought his men close under the walls 
of the enemy's garrison, this can hardly have been for any other reason 
than that which I have assigned in the text. 

Plutarch indicates the separate localities with tolerable clearness, but he 
does not give a perspicuous description of the whole march. Thus, he 
says that Dian, "wishing to harangue the people himself, went up through 
Achradina" (Boul\.Of'EJIOS a€ t<al 13<' ~C<UTOV 7rp0rTCI."'/OPEVCTa.L 'TOOs i'J.v8pdnrous, 
avpe< ota .,.ijs 'Axpa.~wijs), while the place from which Dian did harangue 
the people was down tmder the acropolis of Ortygia. 

Diodorus is still less clear about the localities, nor does he say anything 
about the sundial or the exact spot from whence Dion spoke, though he 
mentions the march of Dion through Achradina. 

It seems probable that what Plutarch calls .-a 11"EV'T&.7rvl\.a are the same 
as, what Diodorus (xv. 74) indicates in the words .,.u[is_ {3a.CT1l\.<JCa.Zs t<a.l\.oup.€va<s 
1J"vAcus. 

2 Cornelius Nepos, Dion, c. 5· 
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consternation of the garrison left in it by the fugitive Timo
krates, that they allowed him to acquire possession of it, 
together with the strong fort of Euryalus, which a little courage 
and devotion might long have defended. This acquisition, 
made suddenly in the tide of success on one side and dis
couragement on the other, was of supreme in;portance, and 
went far to determine the ultimate contest. It not only reduced 
the partisans of Dionysius within the limits of Ortygia, but also 
enabled Dion to set free many state prisoners,1 who became 
ardent partisans of the revolution. Following up his success, 
he lost no time in taking measures against Ortygia. To shut 
it up completely on the land-side, he commenced the erection 
of a wall of blockade, reaching from the Great Harbour at one 
extremity, to the se:t on the eastern side of the Port us Lakkius, 
at the other. 2 He at the same time provided arms as well as 
he could for the citi:-:ens, sending for those spare arms which 
he had deposited with Synalus at :Minoa. It does not appear 
that the garrison of Ortygia made any sally to impede him ; so 
that in the course of seven days, he had not only received his 
arms from Synalus, but had completed, in a rou_sh way, all 
or most of the blockading cross-wall. 3 

At the end of these seven days, but not before (having been 
prevented by accident from receiving the express sent to him), 
Dionysius returned with his fleet to Ortygia. 4 Fatally indeed 
was his position changed. The islet was the only portion of 
the city which he possessed, and that too was shut up on 
the land,side by a blockading wall nearly completed. All the 
rest of the city was occupied by bitter enemies instead of 
by subjects. Leontini also, and probably many of his other 
dependencies out of Syracuse, had taken the opportunity of 
revolting.5 Even with the large fleet which he had brought 
home, Dionysius did not think himself strong enough to face 
his enemies in the field, but resorted to stratagem. He first 
tried to open a private intrigue with Dion ; who, however, 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 29. 
2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 29; Diodor. xv. rz. Plutarch says, T~l" o< &~ep07ro!l.w 

&1reTdX<JE -Diodorus is more spccific---Twv o€ ::SupcucouO'lwv ICaTeO'ICEua~eoTw" 
iiC Oa!l.d.O'O''Y/S •ls Od!l.aucrav oLCI.TELXiCT~J.ara, &c. These are valuable words 
as indicating the line and the two terminations of Dian's blockading cross
wall. 

a Plutarch, Dion, c. 29. 
4 This return of Dionysius, seven days after the corning of Dion, is 

specified both by Plutarch and Diodorus (Plutarch, Dion, c. 26-29 ;. 
Dioclor. xvi. II). 

o Diodor. xvi. r6. 
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refused to receive any separate propositions; and desired him 
to address them publicly to the freemen, citizens of Syracuse. 
Accordingly, he sent envoys tendering to the Syracusans what 
in the present day would be called a constitution. He de
manded only moderate taxation, and moderate fulfilments of 
military service, subject to their own vote of consent. But the 
Syracusans laughed the offer to scorn, and Dion returned in 
their name the peremptory reply,-that no proposition from 
Dionysius could be received, short of total abdication ; adding 
in his own name, that he would himself, on the score of 
kindred, procure for Dionysius, if he did abdicate, both security 
and other reasonable concessions. These terms Dionysius 
affected to approve, desiring that envoys might be sent to him 
in Ortygia to settle the details. Both Dion and the Syracusans 
eagerly caught at his offer, without for a moment questioning 
his sincerity. Some of the most eminent Syracusans, approved 
by Dion, were despatched as envoys to Dionysius. A general 
confidence prevailed, that the retirement of the despot was 
now assured; and the soldiers. and citizens employed against 
him, full of joy and mutual congratulations, became negligent 
of their guard on the cross-wall of blockade ; many of them 
even retiring to their houses in the city. 

This was what Dionysius expected. Contriving to prolong 
the discussion, so as to detain the envoys in Ortygia all night, 
he ordered at daybreak a sudden sally of all his soldiers, whom 
he had previously stimulated both by wine and by immense 
promises in case of victory.1 The sally was well timed and at 
first completely successful. One half of Dion's soldiers were 
encamped to guard the cross-wall (the other half being quartered 
in Achradina), together with a force of Syracusan citizens. But 
so little were they prepared for hostilities, that the assailants, 
rushing out with shouts and at a run, carried the wall at the 
first onset, slew the sentinels, and proceeded to demolish the 
wall (which was probably a rough and hasty structure) as well 
as to charge the troops on the outside of it. The Syracusans, 
surprised and terrified, fled with little or no resistance. Their 
flight partially disordered the stouter Dionian soldiers, who 
resisted bravely, but without having had time to form their 
regular array. Never was Dion more illustrious, both as an 
officer and as a soldier. He exerted himself to the utmost to 
form the troops, and to marshal them in ranks essential to the 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 30. ~1-''lrlvfwa.s a~<pchov. It is rare that we read of 
this proceeding with soldiers in antiquity. Diodor. xvi. II, 12. Tb !-'E')'<8os 
'T~JI ~'1fa"Y"'(El\.tiiJ11. 
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effective fighting of the Grecian hoplite. But his orders were 
unheard in the clamour, or disregarded in the confusion : his 
troops lost courage, the assailants gained ground, and the day 
seemed evidently going against him. Seeing that there was no 
other resource, he put himself at the head of his best and most 
attached soldiers, and threw himself, though now an elderly 
man, into the thickest of the fray. The struggle was the more 
violent as it took place in a narrow space between the new 
blockading wall on one side, and the outer wall of Neapolis on 
the other. Both the armour and the person of Dion being 
conspicuous, he was known to enemies as well as friends, and 
the battle around him was among the most obstinate in Grecian 
history.1 Darts rattled against both his shield and his helmet, 
while his shield was also pierced through by several spears 
which were kept from his body only by the breastplate. At 
length he was wounded through the right arm or hand, thrown 
on the ground, and in imminent danger of being made prisoner. 
But this forwardness on his part so stimulated the courage of 
his own troops, that they both rescued him, and made re
doubled efforts against the enemy. Having named Timonides 
commander in his place, Dion with his disabled hand mounted 
on horseback, rode into Achradina, and led forth to the battle 
that portion of his troops which were there in garrison. These 
men, fresh and good soldiers, restored the battle. The Syra
cusans came back to the field, all joined in strenuous conflict, 
and the Dionysian assailants were at length again driven within 
the walls of Ortygia. The loss on both sides was se" . ., · •hat 
of Dionysius Soo men ; all of whom he caused to be picked 1 

up from the field (under a truce granted on his request by 
Dion), and buried with magnificent obsequies, as a means of 
popularising himself with the survivors.2 

When we consider how doubtful the issue of this battle had 
proved, it seems evident that had Timokrates maintained him
self in Epipol::e, so as to enable Dionysius to remain master of 
Epipol::e as well as of Ortygia, the success of Dion's whole 
enterprise in Syracuse would have been seriously endangered. 

Great was the joy excited at Syracuse by the victory. The 
Syracusan people testified their gratitude to the Dionian 

1 Diodor. xvi. I 2. '0 lle L>.iow &v<A:rr[cr-rws 7rap<cr7rovll'f/J.LEvos, J.LETa -rwv 
&picrTo>V cr-rpaTIWTWV arrfJv-ra TOtS 7rOAEJ.L(O<S" 1<al crvvcf!J;as fLctX'Y/V, 7r0AVV bro{E< 
cpovov ~v crTalllq.. 'OAi'")'q> lle 1i<acrThJ.Lan, Tns ll•an•xlov ~crw J.LctX'Y/S olicr'f/s, 
uvvElipap.e 1rA.1j8os aTpaTtWTiiJ11 els u-revOv T&1rov. 

The text here is not quite clear (see Wesseling's note); but we gather 
from the passage information about the topography of Syracuse. 

2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 30; Diodor. xvi. 12, 13. 
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soldiers by voting a golden wreath to the value of roo mime; 
while these soldiers, charmed with the prowess of their general, 
voted a golden wreath to him. Dion immediately began the 
re-establishment of the damaged cross-wall, which he repaired, 
completed, and put under effective guard for the future.1 

Dionysius no longer tried to impede it by armed attack. But 
as he was still superior at sea, he transported parties across the 
harbour to ravage the country for provisions, and despatched 
vessels to bring in stores also by sea. His superiority at sea 
was presently lessened by the arrival of Herakleides from 
Peloponnesus,2 with twenty triremes, three smaller vessels, and 
rsoo soldiers. The Syracusans, now beginning to show them
selves actively on shipboard, got together a tolerable naval 
force. All the docks and wharfs lay concentrated in and round 
Ortygia, within the grasp of Dionysius, who was master of the 
naval force belonging to the city. But it would seem that the 
crews of some of the ships (who were mostly native Syracusans, 8 

with an intermixture of Athenians, doubtless of democratical 
sentiments) must have deserted from the despot to the people, 
carrying over their ships, since we presently find the Syracusans 
with a fleet of sixty triremes,4 which they could hardly have 
acquired otherwise. 

Dionysius was shortly afterwards reinforced by Philistus, who 
brought to Ortygia, not only his fleet from the Tarentine Gulf, 
but also a considerable regiment of cavalry. With these latter, 
and some other troops besides, Philistus undertook an expedi
tion against the revolted Leontini. But though he made his 
way into the town by nig'ht, he was presently expelled by the 
defenders, seconded by reinforcements from Syracuse.5 

To keep Ortygia provisioned, however, it was yet more indis
pensable for Philistus to maintain his superiority at sea against 
the growing naval power of the Syracusans, now commanded 
by Herakleides. 6 After several partial engagements, a final 

1 Diodor. xvi. 13. 
2 Diodor. xvi. 16. Plutarch states that Herakleid~s brought only seven 

triremes. But the force stated by Diodorus (given in my text) appears 
more probable. It is difficult otherwise to explain the number of ships 
which the Syracusans presently appear as possessing. Moreover the great 
importance, which Herakleides steps into, as opposed to Dion, is more 
easily accounted for. 

8 Plutarch, Dion, c. 35· About the Athenian seamen in Ortygia, see a 
remarkable passage of Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 350 A. When Plato was at 
Syracuse, in danger from the mercenaries, the Athenian seamen, there 
employed, gave warning to him as their countryman. 

4 Diodor. xvi. 16. 5 Diodor. xvi. 16. 
6 See a fragment of the fortieth Book of the Philippica of Theopompus 
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battle, desperate and decisive, at length took place between the 
two admirals. Both fleets were sixty triremes strong. At first 
Philistus, brave and forward, appeared likely to be victorious. 
But presently the fortune of the day turned against him. His 
ship was run ashore, and himself, with most part of his fleet, 
overpowered by the enemy. To escape captivity, he stabbed 
himself. The wound, however, was not mortal; so that he 
fell alive, being now about 78 years of age, into the hands of 
his enemies,-who stripped him naked, insulted him brutally, 
and at length cut off his head, after which they dragged his 
body by the leg through the streets of Syracuse.1 Revolting 
as this treatment is, we must rec- 'l.ect that it was less horrible 
than that which the elder Die. ~ius had inflicted on the 
Rhegine general Phyton. 

The last hopes of the Dionysia. dynastv perished with 
Philistus, the ablest and most faithful'- ;t:. servants. He had 
been an actor in its first day of usurpation-its eighteenth 
Brumaire: his timely, though miserable death, saved him from 
sharing in its last day of exile-its St. Helena. 

Even after the previous victory of Dion, Dionysius had lost 
all chance of overcoming the Syracusans by force. But he 
had now further lost, through the victory of Herakleides, his 
superiority at sea, and therefore his power even of maintaining 
himself permanently in Ortygia. The triumph of Dion ~ ~emed 
assured, and his enemy humbled in the dust. But though 
thus disarmed, Dionysius was still formidable by his means 
of raising intrigue and dissension in Syracuse. His ancient 
antipathy against Dion became more vehement than ever. 
Obliged to forego empire himself, yet resolved at any rate that 
Dion should be ruined along with him---he set on foot a tissue 
of base manceuvres j availing himself of the fears and jealousies 
of the Syracusans, the rivalry of Herakleides, the defects of 
Dion, and what was more important than all-~the relationship 
of Dion to the Dionysian dynasty. 

Dion had displayed devoted courage, and merited the signal 
gratitude of the Syracusans. But he had been nursed in the 
despotism, of which his father had been one of the chief 
founders; he was attached by every tie of relationship to 
Dionysius, with whom his sister, his former wife, and his 
children, were still dwelling in the acropolis. The circum
stances therefore were such as to suggest to the Syracusans 
(Theopomp. Fragm. 212, ed. Didot), which stems to refer to this point of 
time. 

1 Diodor. xvi. 16; Plutarch, Dian, c. 35· 
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apprehensions, noway unreasonable, that some private bargain 
~might be made by Dion with the acropolis, and that the 
! eminent services which he had just rendered might only be 
' made the stepping-stone to a fresh despotism in his person. 
Such suspicions received much countenance from the infirmi
ties of Dion, who combined, with a masculine and magnani
,mous character, manners so haughty as to be painfully felt 

ven by his own companions. The friendly letters from Syra-
use, written to Plato or to others at Athens (possibly those 

from Timonides to Speusippus) shortly after the victory, con
tained much complaint of the repulsive demeanour of Dion; 

hich defect the philosopher exhorted his friend to amend.1 

All those, whom Dion's arrogance offended, were confirmed in 
their suspicion of his despotic designs, and induced to turn 
for protection to his rival Herakleides. This latter-formerly 
general in the service of Dionysius, from whose displeasure he 
had only saved his life by flight-had been unable or unwilling 
to co-operate with Dion in his expedition from Zakynthus, but 
had since brought to the aid of the Syracusans a considerable 
force, including several armed ships. Though not present at 
the first entry into Syracuse, nor arriving until Ortygia had 

) already been placed under blockade, Herakleides was esteemed 
the ·equal of Dion in abilities and in military efficiency ; while 

!
,with regard to ulterior designs, he had the prodigious advantage 
of being free from connexion with the despotism and of raising 
no mistrust. Moreover his manners were not only popular, 
but according to Plutarc:h,2 more than popular-smooth, insidi

; ous, and dexterous in criminatory speech, for the ruin of rivals 

l
d for his own exaltation. 
As the contest presently came to be carried on rather at sea 
an on land, the equipment of a fleet became indispensable; 

that Herakleides, who had brought the greatest number of 
; triremes, naturally rose in importance. Shortly after his arrival, 
!the Syracusan assembly passed a vote to appoint him admiral. 
1 But Dion, who seems only to have heard of this vote after it 
'had passed, protested against it as derogating from the full 
:powers which the Syracusans had by their former vote con-
• ferred upon himself. Accordingly the people, though with 
'reluctance, cancelled their vote, and deposed Hemkleides. 

1 Plato, Epist. iv. p. 321 B. ••. , • ~v9VfJ-OV o~ Kal gTL lioKiis Tt<Tlv 
lvi5<HTTlpws TOU -rrpo<TfJI<OJITOS Oepa-rrourti<OS elvru • fJ.'q 0~11 ll.av8av.£Tw <T< bTl lltd. 
'I'OV ap,<T!t€Lf/ 'TOtS av8pt£,1r0<S Kal 'l'h wprf.TTELP (()'TlV, ~ 01 au9cfo<LU Ef't/pl'f 
{VvOtKOS, 

2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 32. 



History of Greece 
Having then gently rebuked Herakleides for raising discord at 
a season when the common enemy was still dangerous, Dim:1 convened another assembly; wherein he proposed, from him
self, the appointment of Herakleides as admiral, with a guard 
equal to his own.l The right of nomination thus assumed 
displeased the Syracusans, humiliated Herakleides, and exas
perated his partisans as well as the fleet which he commanded • 
It gave him power-together with provocation to employ th?l 
power for the ruin of Dion; who thus laid himself doubly ope 
to genuine mistrust from some, and to intentional calumn) 
from others. 

It is necessary to understand this situation, in order to appre 
ciate the means afforded to Dionysius for personal intrigm 
directed against Dion. Though the vast majority of Syracusans 
were hostile to Dionysius, yet there were among them many 
individuals connected with those serving under him in Ortygia, 
and capable of being put in motion to promote his views. 
Shortly after the complete defeat of his sally, he renewed his 
solicitations for peace; to which Dion returned the peremptory 
answer, that no peace could be concluded until Dionysius 
abdicated and retired. Next, Dionysius sent out heralds from 
Ortygia with letters addressed to Dion from his female rela-1 
tives. F. these letters were full of complaints of the misery 
endured by these poor women; together with prayers that hf 
would relax in his hostility. To avert suspicion, Dion causec , 
the letters to be opened and read publicly before the Syracusar i 
assembly; but their tenor was such, that suspicion, whether 
expressed or not, unavoidably arose, as to the effect on Dian's 
sympathies. One letter there was, bearing on its superscripti~ 
the words "Hipparinus (the son of Dion) to his father." 
first many persons present refused to take cognisance of a cm 
munication so strictly private; but Dion insisted, and the lett 
was publicly read. It proved to come, not from the youthfu 
Hipparinus, but from Dionysius himself, and was insidiously 
worded for the purpose of discrediting Dion in the minds of 

1 Plutarch, Dian, c. 33· It would seem that this Herakleidlls is the 
person alluded to in the frngment from the fortieth Book of the Philippica 
of Theopompus (Theop. Fr. 212, ed. Didot) :-

ITpo!TTctra• o~ rijs 1r6ll.ews ;>/!Tav rwv pJv :llvpa1cov!Tlwv ~ AOrw•s Kal 'Hpa!Cll.el
o1)s, Twv o~ p.1u6ocp6pwv 'Apxlll.aos o Avp.a'ios. 

Probably also Athenis is the same person nnrned as Athanis or Athanas 
by Diodorus and Plutarch (Diodor. xv. 94; Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 23--37). 
He wrote a hi,;tory of Syracusan affairs during the period of Dian and 
Timoleon, beginning from 362 B. c., ancl continuing the history of Philistus. 
See Historicorum Gr~c. Fragm. eel. Didot, vol. ii. p. Sr. 
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he Syracusans. It began by reminding him of the long service 
vhich he had rendered to the despotism. It implored him not 
·o bury that great power, as well as his own relatives, in one 
;ommon ruin, for the sake of a people who would turn round 
and sting him, so soon as he had given them freedom. It 
0ffered, on the part of Dionysius himself, immediate retire-
'lent, provided Dion would consent to take his place. But it 
~.reatened, if Dion refused, the sharpest tortures against his 
·•male relatives and his son.l 

This letter, well turned as a composition for its own purpose, 
•as met by indignant refusal and protestation on the part of 
>ion. Without doubt his refusal would be received with 
beers by the assembly; but the letter did not the less instil 

tts intended poison into their minds. Plutarch displays 2 (in 
my judgement) no great knowledge of human nature, when 
he complains of the Syracusans for suffering the letter to im
press them with suspicions of Dion, instead of admiring his 
magnanimous resistance to such touching appeals. It was 
precisely the magnanimity required for the situation which 
made them mistrustful. Who could assure them that such a 
~eeling, to the requisite pitch, was to be found in the bosom 
Jf Dion ? or who could foretell which, among painfully 
;onflicting sentiments, would determine his conduct ? The 
.osition of Dion forbade the possibility of his obtaining full 
-::mfidence. Moreover his enemies, not content with inflaming 

' he real causes of mistrust, fabricated gross falsehoods against 
.'lim as well as against the mercenaries under his command. 
A Syracusan named Sosis, brother to one of the guards of 
Dionysius; made a violent speech in the Syracusan assembly, 
warning his countrymen to beware of Dion, lest -they should 
find themselves saddled with a strict and sober despot in place 

I
f one who was always intoxicated. On the next day Sosis 
ppeared in the assembly with a wound on the head, which he 
aid that some of the soldiers of Dion had inflicted upon him 
n revenge for his speech. Many persons present, believing 
:he story, warmly espoused his cause; while Dion had great 
Jifficulty in repelling the allegation, and in obtaining time for 
.he investigation of its truth. On inquiry, it was discovered 
:hat the wound was a superficial cut inflicted by Sosis himself 

,

ith a razor, and that the whole tale was an infamous calumny 
hich he .!!_ad been bribed to propagate. s In this particular 

1 Plutarch, 'Dion, c. 31. 
' 2 flutarch1 Dion, c. 32. 8 Plutarch, Dion, c. 34· 
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instance, it was found practicable to convict the delim1uent of 
shameless falsehood. But there were numerous other attacks 
and perversions less tangible, generated by the same hostile 
interests, and tending towards the same end. Every day the 
suspicion and unfriendly sentiment of the Syracusans, towards 
Dion and his soldiers, became more embittered. 

The naval victory gained by Herakleides and the Syracusan 
fleet over Philistus, exalting both the spirit of the Syracusans 
and the glory of the admiral, still further lowered the influence 
of Dion. The belief gained ground that even without him 
and his soldiers, the Syracusans could defend themselves, and 
gain possession of Ortygia. It was now that the defeated 
Dionysius sent from thence a fresh embassy to Dion, offering 
to surrender to him the place with its garrison; magazine of 
arms, and treasure equivalent to five months' full pay-on 
condition of being allowed to retire to Italy, and enjoy the 
revenues of a large and productive portion (cdled Gyarta) of 
the Syracusan territory. Dion again refused to reply, desiring 
him to address the Syracusan public, yet advising them to 
accept the terms.1 Under the existing mistrust towards Dion, 
this advice was interpreted as concealing an intended collusion 
between him and Dionysius. Herakleides promised, that if 
the war were prosecuted, he would keep Ortygia,r blocked up 
until it was surrended at discretion with all in it as prisoners: 
Dut in spite of his promise, Dionysius contrived to elude his 
vigilance and sail off to Lokri in Italy, with many companions 
and much property, leaving Ortygia in command of his eldest 
son Apollokrates. 

Though the blockade was immediately resumed and rendered 
stricter than before, yet this escape of the despot brought 
considerable discredit on Herakleides. Probably the Dionian 
partisans were not sparing in their reproach. To create fo~ 
himself fresh popularity, Herakleides warmly espoused the 
proposition of a citizen named Hippo, for a fresh division o 
landed property ; a proposition, which, considering the sweep
ing alteration of landed property made by the Dionysian 
dynasty, we may well conceive to have been recommended 
upon specious grounds of retributive justice, as well as upon 
the necessity of providing for poor citizens. Dion opposed 
the motion strenuously, but was outvoted. Other suggestion~. 
also, yet more repugnant to him, and even pointedly directe 
against him, were adopted. Lastly, Herakleides, enlargin 
upon his insupportable arrogance, prevailed upon the peopl 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 37; Diodor. xvi. 17. ' 
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Neapolis, which lay the nearest to the wall of Ortygia; next 
into Tycha, the other fortified suburb. Over these they 
ranged victorious, vanquishing all the detached parties of 
Syracusans which could be opposed to them. The~ streets 
became a scene of bloodshed-the houses, of plunder; for 
as Dionysius had now given up the idea of again permanently 
ruling at Syracuse, his troops thought of little else except 
satiating the revenge of their master and their own rapacity. 
The soldiers of Nypsius stripped the private dwellings in the 
town, taking away not only the property, but also the women 
and children, as booty into Ortygia. At last (it appears) they 
got also into Achradina, the largest and most populous portion 
of Syracuse. Here the same scene of pillage, destruction, and 
bloodshed, was continued throughout the whole day, and on 
a still larger scale; with just enough resistance to pique the 
fury of the victors, without restraining their progress. 

It soon became evident to Herakleides and his colleagues, 
as well as to the general body of citizens, that there was no 
hope of safety except in invoking the aid of Dion and his 
soldiers from Leontini. Yet the appeal to one whom they 
not only hated and feared, but had ignominiously maltreated, 
was something so intolerable, that for a long time no one 

· wo1tld speak out to propose what every one had in his mind. 
At length some of the allies present, less concerned in the 
political parties of the city, ventured to broach the proposition, 
which ran from man to man, and was adopted under a press 
of mingled and opposite emotions. Accordingly two officers 
of the allies, and five Syracusan horsemen, set off at full speed 
to Leontini, to implore the instant presence of Dion. Reach
ing the place towards evening, they encountered Dion himself 
immediately on dismounting, and described to him the 

. miserable scenes now going on at Syracuse. . Their tears and 
distress brought around them a crowd of hearers, Leontiries as 
well as Peloponnesians ; and a general assembly was speedily 
convened, before which Dion exhorted them to tell their story. 
They described, in the tone of men whose all was at stake, 
the actual sufferings and the impending total ruin of the city; 
entreating oblivion for their past misdeeds, which were already 
but too cruelly expiated. 

Their discourse, profoundly touching to the audience, was 
heard in silence. Every one waited for Dion to begin, and to 
determine the fate of Syracuse. He rose to speak ; but for. 
a time tears checked his utterance, while his soldiers around· 
cheered him with encouraging sympathy. At length he found 

VOL. XI. E 
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voice to say: "I have convened you, Peloponnesians and allies, 
to deliberate about your own conduct. For me, deliberation 
would be a disgrace, while Syracuse is in the hands of the 
destroyer. If I cannot save my country, I shall go and bury 
myself in its flaming ruins. For you, if, in spite of what has 
happened, you still choose to assist us, misguided and unhappy 
Syracusans, we shall owe it to you that we still continue a city. 
But if, in disdainful sense of wrong endured, you shall leave 
us to our fate, I here thank you for all your past valour and 
attachment to me, praying that the gods may reward you for 
it. Remember Dion, as one who neither deserted you when 
you were wronged, nor his own fellow-citizens when they were 
in misery." 

This address, so replete with pathos and dignity, went home 
to the hearts of the audience, filling them with passionate 
emotion and eagerness to follow him. Universal shouts called 
upon him to put himself at their head instantly and march to 
Syracuse; while the envoys present fell upon his neck, invoking 
blessings both upon him and upon the soldiers. As soon as 
the excitement had subsided, Dian gave orders that every man 
should take his evening meal forthwith, and return in arms to 
the spot, prepared for a night-march to Syracuse. 

By daybreak Dian and his band were within a few miles of ' 
the northern wall of Epipol::e. Messengers from Syracuse here J 

met him, inducing him to slacken his march and proceed • 
with caution. Herakleides and the other generals had sent a 
message forbidding his nearer approach, wiyh notice that the 
gates would be closed against him ; yet at the same time, 
counter-messages arrived from many eminent citizens, entreat
ing him to persevere, and promising him both admittance and 
support. Nypsius, having permitted his troops to pillage and 
destroy in Syracuse throughout the preceding day, had thought j 
it prudent to withdraw them back into Ortygia for the night. 1 
His retreat raised the courage of Herakleides and his l 
colleagues; who, fancying that the attack was now over, i 
repented of the invitation which they had permitted to be sent 
to Dion. Under this impression they despatched to him the 
second message of exclusion ; keeping guard at the gate in the 
northern wall to make their threat good. But the events of the 
next morning speedily undeceived them. Nypsius renewed his 
attack with greater ferocity than before, completed the demolition 
of the wall of blockade before Ortygia, and let loose his soldiers 
with merciless hand throughout all the streets of Syracuse. 
There was on this day less of pillage, but more of wholesale 
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slaughter. Men, women, and children perished indiscrimin
ately, and nothing was thought of by these barbarians except 
to make Syracuse a heap of ruins and dead bodies. To 
accelerate the process, and to forestall Dian's arrival, which 
they fully expected-they set fire t? the city in several places, 
with torches and fire-bearin&" arrows. The miserable inhabi
tants knew not where to flee, to escape •the flames within their 
houses1 or the sword without. The streets were strewed with 
corpses, while the fire gained ground perpetually, threatening 
to .spread over the greater part of the city. Under such 
terrible circumstances, neither Herakleides, himself wounded, 
nor the other generals, could hold out any longer against the 
admission of Dion; to whom even the brother and uncle of 
Herakleides were sent, with pressing entreaties to accelerate 
his march, since the smallest delay would occasion ruin to 
Syracuse.l 

Dion was about seven miles from the gates when these last 
cries of distress reached him. Immediately hurrying forward 
his soldiers, whose ardour was not inferior to his own, at a 
running pace, he reached SJ)eedily the gates called He'xapy!a, 
in the northern wall of Epipolce. When once within these 
gates, he halted in an interior area called the Hekatompedon.~ 
His light-armed were sent forward at once to arrest the 
destroying enemy, while he kept back the hoplites until be 
could form them into separate columns under proper captains, 
along with the citizens who crowded round him with demon
strations of grateful reverence. He distributed them so as to 
enter the interior portion of Syracuse, and attack the troops 
of Nypsius, on several points at once.3 Being now within the 
exterior fortification formed by the wall of Epipohc, there lay 
before him the tripartite interior city-Tycha, Neapolis, 
Achradina. Each of these parts had its separate fortification ; 
between Tycha and Neapolis lay an unfortified space, but 
each of . them joined on to Achradina, the western wall of 
which formed their eastern wall: It is probable that these 
interior fortifications had been partially neglected since the 
construction of the outer walls along Epipolce, which comprised 
them all within, and formed the principal defence against a 

I Plutarch, Dion, c. 45· . 
2 Diodor. xvi. 20. OLaVU<Tas o~ews "~" els ~vpa!<oUcras toov, ~!<E rrpils 'Ttt 

~~d.rrvlo.a, &c. Plutarch, Dion, c. 45· Eicr.f{JaA.• il1?t rwp ?Tulo.fiJp <is 'T~I/ 
'E!<arop.rreoov }..eyop.eVTjV, &c. 

3 Plutarch, Dion, c. 45· op8fovs A.6xovs 1TOLWV l<al Olalpwv 'TttS fJ-yep.ovlas, 
IJ?I"ws tp.ofJ 1TOA.A.ax611ev IJ.p.a 1Tpocr.plpo<'TO <f>o/3•pw'Tepov. 
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foreign enemy. Moreover the troops of Nypsius, having been 
masters of the three towns, and roving as destroyers around 
them, for several hours, had doubtless broken down the gates 
and in other ways weakened the defences. The scene was 
frightful, and the ways everywhere impeded by flame and 
smoke, by falling houses and fragments, and by the numbers 
who lay massacred around. It was amidst such horrors that 
Dion and his soldiers found themselves-while penetrating in 
different divisions at once into Neapolis, Tycha, and Achradina. 

His task would probably have been difficult, had Nypsius 
been able to control the troops under his command, in them
selves brave and good. But these troops had been for some 
hours dispersed throughout the streets, satiating their licentious 
and murderous passions, and destroying a town which Diony
sius now no longer expected to retain. Recalling as many 
soldiers as he could from this brutal disorder, Nypsius 
marshalled them along the interior fortification, occupying the 
entrances and exposed points where Dion would seek to 
penetrate into the city.1 The battle was thus not continuous, 
but fought between detached parties at separate openings, 
often very narrow, and on ground sometimes difficult to 
surmount, amidst the conflagration blazing everywhere around.2 
Disorganised by pillage, the troops of Nypsius could oppose 
no long resistance to the forward advance of Dion, with 
soldiers full of ardour and with the Syracusans around him 
stimulated by despair. Nypsius was overpowered, compelled 
to abandon his line of defence, and to retreat with his troops 
into Ortygia, which the greater number of them reached in 
safety. Dion and his victorious troops, after having forced 
the entrance into the city, did not attempt to pursue them. 
The first and most pressing necessity was to extinguish the 
flames; but no inconsiderable number of the soldiers of 
Nypsius were found dispersed through the streets and houses, 
:md slain while actually carrying off plunder on their shoulders. 
Long after the town was cleared of enemies, however, all 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 46. 7rapaTETa:yp.lvwv7rapit. TO TElXHTp.a xo.Ae~JI 
(xov t<al 'liuiTEt<{Jia<TTOJI 'TtJV 7rpOIT07iOJI, 

To a person who, after penetrating into· the interior of the wall of 
Epipolre, stood on the slope, and looked down eastward, the outer wall of 
Tycha, Achradina, and Neapolis, might be said to form one TEiX<<Tp.a; not 
indeed in one and the same line or direction, yet continuous from the 
northern to the southern brink of Epipolre. 

2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 46. 'ns o~ 7rpo<TE!J-<~av To'is 7roA.e~J-io<s, ev xep<Tl p.~v 
oA.i')'WJI 7rp05 oA.i')'OUS E')',JIETO p.cf.x11, '{;tit. TtJJI ITTEVOT1)7C% t<al T))JI avwp.ai\iav 'TOU 
T01I"OU, &c. 
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hands within it were employed in stopping the conflagration ; 
a task in which they hardly succeeded, even by unremitting 
efforts throughout the day and the following night. 1 

On the morrow Syracuse was another city; disfigured by the 
desolating trace of flame and of the hostile soldiery, yet still 
refreshed in the hearts of its citizens, who ·felt that they had 
escaped much worse; and above all, penetrated by a renewed 
political spirit, and a deep sense of repentant gratitude towards 
Dion. All those generals, who had been chosen at the last 
election from their intense opposition to him, fled forthwith; 
except Herakleides and Theodotes. These two rrlen were 
his most violent and dangerous enemies ; yet it appears that 
they knew his character better than their colleagues, and 
therefore did not hesitate to throw themselves upon his mercy. 
They . surrendered, confessed their guilt, and implored his 
forgiveness. His magnanimity (they said) would derive a new 
lustre, if he now rose superior to his just resentment over 
misguided rivals, who stood before him humbled and ashamed 
of their former opposition, entreating him to deal with them 
better than they had dwelt with him. 

If Dion had put their request to the vote, it would have 
been refused by a large majority. His soldiers, recently 
defrauded ,of their pay, were yet burning with indignation 
against the authors of such an injustice. His friends, remind
ing him of the bitter and unscrupulous attacks which he as 
well as they had experienced from Herakleides, exhorted him 
to purge the city of one who abused the popular forms to 
purposes hardly le~s mischievous than despotism itself. The 
life of Herakleides now hung upon a thread. Without pro
nouncing any decided opinion, Dion had only to m[!.intain an 
equivocal silence, and suffer the popular sentiment to manifest 
itself in a verdict invoked by one party, expected even by the 
opposite. The more was every one astonished when he took 
upon himself the responsibility of pardoning Herakleides; 
adding, by way of explanation and satisfaction 2 to his disap
pointed friends-

" Other generals have gone through most of their training 
with a view to arms and war. My long training in the 
Academy has been devoted to aid me in conquering anger, 
=nvy, and all malignant jealousies. To show that I have 
orofited by such lessons, it is not enough that I do my duty 
:awards my friends and towards honest men. The true test is, 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 45, 46 ; Diodor. xvi. 20. 
2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 47· '0 li~ t>.low 7rapaJ.Lv6oVJ.L•vos ai'rroh ~ll.<')'<v, &c. 
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if, after being wronged, I show my~elf placable and gentle 
towards the wrong-doer. My wish is to prove myself superior 
to Herakleides more in goodness and justice, than in power 
and intelligence. Successes in war, even when achieved 
single-handed, are half owing to fortune. If Herakleides has 
been treacherous and wicked through envy, it is not for Dion 
to dishonour a virtuous life in obedience to angry sentiment. 
Nor is human wickedness, great as it often is, ever pushed to 
such an excess of stubborn brutality, as not to be amended by 
gentle an!i gracious treatment, from steady benefactors." 1 

We may reasonably accept this as something near the 
genuine speech of Dion, reported by his companion Timonides, 
and thus passing into the biography of Plutarch. It lends a 
peculiar interest, as an exposition of motives, to the act which 
it accompanies. The sincerity of the exposition admits of no 
doubt, for all the ordinary motives of the case counselled an 
opposite conduct ; and had Dion been in like manner at the 
feet of his rival, his life would assuredly not have been spared. 
He took pride (with a sentiment something like that of 
Kallikratidas 2 on liberating the prisoners taken at Methymna) 
in realising by conspicuous t · ;t. the lofty morality which he 
had imbibed from the ~~ ;emy; the rather, as the case 
presented every temptati(~r to depart from it. Persuading 
himself that he could by :.u illustrious example put to shame 
and soften the mutual cruelties so frequent in Grecian party- ~ 
warfare, and regarding the amnesty towards Herakleides as a I 
proper sequel to the generous impulse which had led him to 
march from Leontini to Syracuse,-he probably gloried in 
both, more than in the victory itself. We shall presently have 
the pain. of discovering that his anticipations were totally 
disappointed. And we may be sure that at the time, the 
judgement passed on his proceeding towards Herakleides was 
very different from what it now receives. Among his friends 
and soldiers, the generosity of the act would be forgotten in 
its imprudence. Among his enemies, it would excite surprise, 
perhaps admiration-~yet few of them would be conciliated or 
converted into friends. In the bosom of Herakleides himself, 
the mere fact of owing his life to I )ion would be a new and 
intolerable humiliation, which the Erinnys within would goad 
him on to avenge. Dion would be warned, by the criticism 
of his friends, as well as by the instinct of his soldiers, that 
in yielding to a magnanimous sentiment, he overlooked the 
reasonable consequences ; and that Herakleides continuing at 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 47· 2 See vol. viii. chap. lxiv. of this History. 
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Syracuse would only be more dangerous. both to him and 
them, than he had been before. Without taking his life, 
Dion might have required him to depart from Syracuse ; 
which sentence, having regard to the practice of the time, 
would have been accounted generosity. 

It was Dion's next business to renew the wall of blockade 
constructed against Ortygia, and partially destroyed in the 
late sally of Nypsius. Every Syracusan citizen was directed to 
cut a stake, and deposit it near the spot; after which, during 
the ensuing night, the soldiers planted a stockade so as. to 
restore the broken parts of the line. Protection being thus 
ensured to the city against Nypsius and his garrison, Dion 
proceeded to bury the numerous dead who had been slain in 
the sally, and to ransom the captives, no less than 2ooo in 
number, who had been carried off into Ortygia.1 A trophy, 
with sacrifice to the gods for the victory, was not forgotten. 2 

A public assembly was now held to elect new generals in 
place of those who had fled. Here a motion was made by 
Herakleides himself, that Dion should be chosen general with 
full powers both by land and sea. The motion was received 
with great favour by the principal citizens ; but the . poorer 
men were attached to Herakleides, especially the seamen ; 
who preferred serving under his command, and loudly required 
that he should be named admiral, along with Dion as 
general on land. Forced to acquiesce in this nomination, 
Dion contented himself with insisting and obtaining that the 
resolution, which had been previously adopted for redistributing 
lands and houses, should be rescinded.3 

The position of affairs at Syracuse was now pregnant with 
mischief and quarrel. On ·land, Dion enjoyed a dictatorial 
authority; at sea, Herakleides, his enemy not less than ever, 
was admiral, by separate and independent nomination. The 
undefined authority of Dian-exercised by one self-willed, 
though magnanimous, in spirit, and extremely repulsive in 
manner-was sure to become odious after the feelings arising 
out of the recent rescue had worn off; and abundant ·opening 
would thus be made for the opposition of Herakleides, often 
on just grounds. That officer indeed was little disposed to 
wait for just pretences. Conducting the Syracusan fleet to 
Messene in order to carry on war against Dionysius at Lokri, 
he not only tried to raise the seamen in arms against Dion, 
by charging him with despotic designs, but even entered into 
a secret tre!ltY with the common enemy Dionysius; through the 
1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 48.' 2 Diodor. xvi. 20. 8 Plutarch, Dion, c. 48. 
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intervention of the Spartan Pharax, who commanded the 
Dionysian troops. His intrigues being discovered, a violent 
opposition was raised against them by the leading Syracusan 
citizens. It would seem (as far as we can make out from the 
scanty information of Plutarch) that the military operations 
were frustrated, and that the armament was forced to return 
to Syracuse. Here again the quarrel was renewed-the seamen 
apparently standing with Herakleides, the principal citizens 
with Dion-and carried so far, that the city suffered not only 
from disturbance, but even from irregular supply of provisions.1 

Among the mortifications of Dion, not the least was that 
which he experienced from his own friends or soldiers, who 
reminded him of their warnings and predictions when he 
consented to spare Herakleides. Meanwhile Dionysius had 
sent into Sicily a body of troops under Pharax, who were 
encamped at Neapolis in the Agrigentine territory. In what 
scheme of operations this movement forms a part, we cannot 
make out ; for Plutarch tells us nothing except what bears 
immediately on the quarrel between Dion and Herakleides. 
To attack Pharax, the forces of Syracuse were brought out; 
the fleet under Herakleides, the soldiers on land under Dion. 
The latter, though he thought it imprudent to fight, was 
constrained to hazard a battle hy the insinuations of Hera
kleides and the clamour of the seamen ; who accused him of 
intentionally eking out the war for the purpose of prolonging 
his own dictatorship. Dion accordingly attacked Pharax, but 
was repulsed. Yet the repulse was not a serious defeat, so 
that he was preparing to renew the attack, when he was 
apprised that Herakleides with the fleet had departed and 
were returning at their best speed to Syracuse ; with the 
intention of seizing the city, and barring out Dion with his 
troops. Nothing but a rapid and decisive movement could 
defeat this scheme. Leaving the camp immediately with his 
best horsemen, Dion rode back to Syracuse as fast as possible; 
completing a distance of 700 stadia (about 82 miles) in a very 
short time, and forestalling the arrival of Herakleides. 2 

Thus disappointed and exposed, Herakleides found means 
to direct another manceuvre against Dion, through the medium 
of a Spartan named G<esylus; who had been sent by the 
Spartans, informed of the dissensions in Syracuse, to offer 
himself (like Gylippus) for the command. Herakleides eagerly 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 48. Kat 1),' av'rhv a7ropia Kal <T7r&.v<s ~" 'rats lvpa
ICQ{l(J'alS, &c. 

2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 49· 
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took advantage of the arrival of this_ officer; pressing the 
Syracusans to accept a Spartan as their commander-in-chief. 
But Dion replied that there were plenty of native Syracusans 
qualified for command; moreover, if a Spartan was required, 
he was himself a Spartan, by public grant. Gresylus, having 
ascertained the state of affairs, had the virtue and prudence 
not merely to desist from his own pretensions, but also to 
employ his best efforts in ·reconciling Dion and Herakleides. 
Sensible that the wrong had been on the side of the latter, 
Gresylus constrained him to bind himself by the strongest 
oaths to better conduct in future. He engaged his own 
guarantee for the observance of the covenant; but the better 
to ensure such observance, the greater part of the Syracusan 
fleet (the chief instrument of Herakleides) was disbanded, 

·leaving only enough to keep Ortygia under blockade.1 

The capture of that islet and fortress, now more strictly 
watched than ever, was approaching. What had become of 
Pharax, or why he did not advance, after the retreat of Dion, 
to harass the Syracusans and succour Ortygia-we know not. 
But no succour arrived; provisions grew scarce ; and the 
garrison became so discontented, that Apollokrates the son 
of Dionysius could not hold out any longer. Accordingly, he 
capitulated with Dion ; handing over to him Ortygia with its 
fort, arms, magazines and everything cont,;,,r1 in it-except 
what he could carrv. aw:>" =-- ~ -·""'-'111es. Aboard of these 

- -vessplc 1-.- - • -- - u>O mother,- his ~isters, his immediate friends, 
a11u ms chief valuables, leaving everything else behind for Dion 
and the Syracusans, who crowded to the beach in multitudes 
to see him depart: To them the moment was one of lively joy 
and mutual self-congratulation-promising to commence a new 
era of freedom.2 

On entering Ortygia, Dion saw, for the first time after a 
separation of about twelve years, his sister Aristomache, his 
wife Arete, and his family. The interview was one of the 
tenderest emotion and tears of delight to all. Arete, having 
been made against her own consent the wife of Timokrates, 
was at first afraid to approach Dion. But he received and 
embraced her with unabated affection.s He conducted both 
her and his son away from the Dionysian acropolis, in which 
they had been living since his absence, into his own house ; 
having himself resolved not to dwell in the acropolis, but to 
leave it as a public fort or edifice belonging to Syracuse. 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. so. 
8 Plutarch, Dion, c. 51. 

2 Plutarch, Dion, c. so. 

E2 
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However, this renewal of his domestic happiness was shortly 
afterwards embittered by the death of his son; who having 
imbibed from Dionysius drunken and dissolute habits, fell 
from the roof of the house, in a fit of intoxication or frenzy, 
and perished.! 

Dion was now at the pinnacle of power as well as of glory. 
With means altogether disproportionate, he had achieved the 
expulsion of the greatest despot in Greece, even from an 
impregnable stronghold. He had combated danger and 
difficulty with conspicuous resolution, and had displayed 
almost chivalrous magnanimity. Had he "breathed out his 
soul" 2 at the instant of triumphant entry into Ortygia, the 
Academy would have been glorified by a pupil of first-rate 
and unsullied merit. But that cup of prosperity, which 
poisoned so many other eminent Greeks, had now the fatal 
effect of exaggerating all the worst of Dion's qualities, and 
damping all the best. 

Plutarch indeed boasts, and we may perfectly believe, that 
he maintained the simplicity of his table, his raiment, and 
his habits of life, completely unchanged-now that he had 
become master of Syracuse, and an object of admiration to 
all Greece. In this respect, Plato and the Academy had 
reason to be proud of their pupil.3 But the public mistakes, 
now to be recounted, were not the less mischievous to his 
countrymen as well as to himself. 

From the first moment of his entry into Syracuse from 
Peloponnesus, Dion had been suspected and accused of 
aiming at the expulsion of Dionysius, only in order to transfer 
the despotism to himself. His haughty and repulsive manners, 
raising against him personal antipathies everywhere, were cited 
as confirming the charge. Even at moments when Dion was 
labouring for the genuine good of the Syracusans, this suspicion 
had always more or less crossed his path; robbing him of 
well-merited gratitude-and at the same time discrediting his 
opponents, and the people of Syracuse, as guilty of mean 
jealousy towards a benefactor. 

The time had now come when Dion was obliged to act in 

1 Cornelius Nepos, Dion, c. 5· 
~ Juvenal, Satir. x. 281·-

" Quid illu cive (Ma1·ius} tulisset 
Natura in terris, quid Roma beatius unquam, 
Si circumducto captivorum agmine, et omni 
Bellorum pomp~, animam exhalasset opimam, 
Cum de Teutonico vellet descend ere curru ''(" 

3 Plutarch, Dion, c. 52. 
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such a manner as either to confirm, or to belie, such unfavour
able auguries. Unfortunately both his words and his deeds 
confirmed them in the strongest manner. The proud and 
repulsive external demeanour, for which he had always been 
notorious, was rather aggravated than softened. He took 
pride in showing, more plainly than ever, that he despised 
everything which looked like courting popularity.l 

If the words and manner of Dion were thus significant, 
both what he did, and what he left undone, was more 
significant still. Of that great boon of freedom, which he 
had so loudly promised to the Syracusans, and which he had 
directed his herald to proclaim on first entering their walls, 
he conferred absolutely nothing. He retained his dictatorial 
power unabated, and his military force certainly without 
reduction, if not actually reinforced; for as Apollokrates did 
not convey away with him the soldiers in Ortygia, we may 
reasonably presume that a part of them at least remained to 
embrace the service of Dian. He preserved the acropolis and 
fortifications of Ortygia just as they were, only garrisoned by 
troops obeying his command instead of that of Dionysius. 
His victory made itself felt in abundant presents to his own 
friends and soldiers ; 2 but to the people of Syracuse, it produced 
nothing better than a change of masters. 

It was not indeed the plan of Dion to constitntP " n<>•·~o-o-'--
despotism;~- ~ · '-.~ ._ _ ------·· .• w 6 , uuc w grant 
to the Syracusans -" _, '1lodern times would be called a 
constitution. Having it, ;bed from Plato and the Academy 
as well as from his own 'c'onvictions and tastes, aversion to a 
pure democracy, he had resolved to introduce a Laced;:emonian 
scheme of mixed government, combining king, aristocracy, 
and people, under certain provisions and limitationfi. Of this 
general tenor are the recommendations addressed both to him, 
and to the Syracusans after his death, by Plato; who how
ever seems to contemplate, along with the political scheme, 
a Lykurgean reform of manners and practice. To aid in 
framing and realising his scheme, Dian had sent to Corinth 
to invite counsellors and auxiliaries; for Corinth was suitable 
to his views, not simply as mother city of Syracuse, but also 
as a city thoroughly oligarchicaJ.S 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 52. 'l'oilt.dv-rot 'lr<pl -rch bp.tA.las g')'I<OV Kal -roil 1Tpos 
TOV li'qp.ov &-revoils ~cptA.ovd~;:e, P.111l~v vcpeA.eiv /).1/0E xaA.atfaL' Kal-rot 
-riiw 7rpa')'p.tf.-rwv all-rqJ xaptTOS 'vliewv gVTWV, Kal UA-aTwvos ~1TLTL/).WVTOS, &c. 

2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 52. 
3 Plutarch, Dion1 c. 5;3 ; Plato, Epistol. vii. pp. 334, 336; viii. p. 356. 
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That these intentions on the part of Dion were sincere, we 

need not question. They had been originally conceived with
out any views of acquiring the first place for himself, during 
the life of the elder Dionysius, and were substantially the 
same as those which he had exhorted the younger Dionysius 
to realise, immediately after the death of the father. They 
are the same as he had intended to further by calling in 
Plato,-with what success, has been already recounted. But 
Dion made the fatal mistake of not remarking, that· the state 
of things, both. as to himself and as to Syracuse, was totally 
altered during the interval between 367 B.C. and 354 B.C. If 
at the former period, when the Dionysian dynasty was at 
the zenith of power, and Syracuse completely prostrated, the 
younger Dionysius could have been persuaded spontaneously 
and without contest or constraint to merge his own despotism 
in a more liberal system, even dictated by himsel: -it is certain 
that such a free, though moderate concession, would at first 
have provoked unbounded gratitude, and would have had a 
chance (though that is more doubtful) of giving long-continued 
satisfaction. But the situation was totally different in 354 B.c., 
when Dion, after the expulsion of Apollokrates, had become 
master in Ortygia; and it was his mistake that he still insisted 
on a1 Dlying the old plans when they had become not merely 
unsuit.. ')le, but mischievous. Dion was not in the position of 
an estaL ished despot, who consents to renounce, for the public 
good, powers which every one knows that he can retain, if he 
chooses; nor were the Syracusans any longer passive, prostrate, 
and hopeless. They had received a solemn promise of liberty, 
and had been thereby inflamed into vehement action, by Dion 
himself; who had been armed by them with delegated powers, 
for the special purpose of putting down Dionysius. That 
under these circumstances Dion, instead of laying down his 
trust, should constitute himself king-even limited king-and 
determine how much liberty he would consent to allot to the 
Syracusans who had appointed him-this was a proceeding 
which they could not but resent as a flagrant usurpation, and 
which he could only hope to maintain by force. 

The real conduct of Dion, however, was worse even than 
this. He manifested no visible evidence of realising even that 
fraction of popular liberty which had entered into his original 
scheme. What exact promises he made, we do not know. 
But he maintained his own power, the military force, and the 
despotic fortifications, provisionally undiminished. And who 
could tell how long he intended to maintain them ? That he 
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really had in his mind purposes such as Plato 1 gives him 
credit for, I believe to be true. But he took no practical step 
towards them. He had resolved to accomplish them, not 
through persuasion of the Syracusans, but through his own 
power. This was the excuse which he probably made to him
self, and which pushed him down that inclined plane from 
whence there was afterwards no escape. 

It was not likely that Dian's conduct would pass without a 
protest. That protest came loudest from Herakleides ; who, 
so long as Dion had been acting in the real service of Syracuse, 
had opposed hini in a culpable and traitorous manner-and 
who now again found himself in opposition to Dion, when 
opposition had become the side of patriotism as well as of 
danger. Invited by Dion to attend the council, he declined, 
saying that he was now nothing more than a private citizen, 
and would attend the public assembly along with the rest; a 
hint which implied, plainly as well as reasonably, that Dion 
also ought to lay down his power, now that the common 
enemy was put down. 2 The surrender of Ortygia had pro
duced strong excitement among the Syracusans. They were 
impatient to demolish the dangerous stronghold erected in 
that islet by the elder Dionysius; they both hoped and 
expected, moreover, to see the destruction of that splendid 
funereal monument which his son had built in his honour, 
and the urn with its ashes cast out. Now of these two 
measures, the first was one of pressing and undeniable 
necessity, which Dion ought to have consummated without a 
moment's delay ; the second was compliance with a popular 
antipathy at that time natural, which would have served as an 
evidence that the old despotism stood condemned. Yet Dion 
did neither. It was Herakleides who censured him, and 
moved for the demolition of the Dionysian Bastile ; thus 
having the glory of attaching 'his name to the measure eagerly 
performed by Timoleon eleven years afterwards, the moment 
that he found himself master of Syracuse. Not only Dion 
did not originate the overthrow of this dangerous stronghold, 
but when Herakleides proposed it, he resisted him and pre
vented it from being done. 3 We 'shall find the same den 
serving for successive despots-preserved by Dion for them 

1 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 335 F, p. 351 A; Epistol. viii. p. 357 A. 
2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 53· · 
8 Plutarch, Dion, c. 53· "E,. .. .,.,. ·Ka'1'11'Y6pe< 'TOV Alc.>vos g.,., 'T'I)II ~"'P"" ob 

Ka'T,ITKaljle, Kal 'Tcp afi!J.rp 'TIW A!OIIUITlov 'Td<j>ov &p!J.1jpivrp AVITa! Kal 'T~II IIEKP~" 
iK{3al..e'iv obK l.,..f.,..pe>jle, &c. 

Compare Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 22. 
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as well as for himself, and only removed by the real liberator 
Timoleon. 

Herakleides gained extraordinary popularity among the 
Syracusans by his courageous and patriotic conduct. But 
Dion saw plainly that he could not, consistently with his own 
designs, permit such free opposition any longer. Many of 
his adherents, looking upon Herakleides as one who ought 
not to have been spared on the previous occasion, were ready 
to put him to death at any moment; being restrained only by 
a special prohibition which Dion now thought it time to remove. 
Accordingly, with his privity, they made their way into the 
house of Herakleides and slew him.l 

This dark deed abolished all remaining hope of obtaining 
Syracusan freedom from the hands of Dion, and stamped him 
as the mere successor of the Dionysian despotism. It was 
in vain that he attended the obsequies of Herakleides with 
his full military force, excusing his well-known crime to the 
people, on the plea, that Syracuse could never be at peace 
while two such rivals were both in active political life. Under 
the circumstances of the case, the remark was an insulting 
derision; though it might have been advanced with pertinence 
as a reason for sending Herl!-kleides away, at the moment 
when he before spared him. Dion had now conferred upon 
his rival the melancholy honour of dying as a martyr to 
Syracusan fteedom; and in that light he was bitterly mourned 
by the people. No man after this murder could think himself 
secure. F ~ving once employed the soldiers as executioners 
of his own political antipathies, Dion proceeded to lend himself 
more and more to their exigencies. He provided for them 
pay and largesses, great in amount, first at the cost of his 
opponents in the city, next at that of his friends, until at 
length discontent became universal. Among the general body 
of the citizens, Dion became detested as a tyrant, and the 
more detested because he had presented himself as a liberator; 
while the soldiers also were in great part disaffected to him.2 

The spies and police of the Dionysian dynasty not having 
been yet re-established, there was ample liberty at least of 
speech and censure; so that Dion was soon furnished with 
full indications of the sentiment entertained towards him. 
He became disquieted and irritable at this change of public 
feeling; 3 angry with the people, yet at the same time ashamed 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 53; Cornelius Nepos, Dion, c. 6. 
2 Cornel. Nepos, Dion, c. 7· 
8 Cornelius Nepos, Dian, c. 7. "Insuetus male audiendi," &c. 
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of himself. The murder of Herakleides sat heavy on his 
soul. 

The same man whom he had spared before when in the 
wrong, he had now slain when in the right. The maxims of the 
Academy which had imparted to him so much self-satisfaction 
in the former act, could hardly fail to occasion a proportionate 
sickness of self-reproach in the latter. Dion was not a mere 
power-seeker, nor prepared for all that endless apparatus of 
mistrustful precaution, indispensable to a Grecian despot. 
When told "that his life was in danger, he replied that he 
would rather perish at once by the hands of the first assassin, 
than live in perpetual diffidence, towards friends as well as 
enemies.1 

One thus too good for a despot, and yet unfit for a 
popular leader, could not remain long in the precarious 
position occupied by Dion. His intimate friend, the Athenian 
Kallippus, seeing that the man who could destroy him would 
become popular with the Syracu~ans as well as with a large 
portion of the soldiery, formed a conspiracy accordingly. He 
stood high in the confidence of Dion, had been his com
panion during his exile at Athens, had accompanied him to 
Sicily, and entered Syracuse by his side. But Plato, anxious 
for the credit of the Academy, is careful to inform us, that 
this inauspicious friendship arose, not out of fellowship in 
philosophy, but out of common hospitalities, and especially 
common initiation in the Eleusinian mysteries. 2 Brave and 
forward in battle, Kallippus enjoyed much credit with the 
soldiery. He was conveniently placed for tampering with 
them, aq.d by crafty stratagem, he even ensured the un
conscious connivance of Dion himself. Having learnt that 
plots were formed against his life, Dion talked about them to 
Kallippus, who offered himse}f to undertake' the part of spy, 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. s6. 'All.ll.' J fl.~ll Alwll, brl TOtS H:aTU orlw 'flpa~~:Jo.•ilhw 
&xeop.EIIOS, H:al orlw tpOIIOII ~H:EtiiOV, &s TWa TOV f3{ou ~~:al TOW 7rpa{EWII auorov 
H:'IAtOa 7TpOH:EL/J-~11'111, ~u<fX•pa{IIWII aEl ~tal /3apu110/J-EVOS ei7TEV, 8-rt 7TOli.AcilttS ijo'l 
611'/i<fH:Ew ~orotp.6s ~(J'Tt ~~:al 1rap~x•w ore;; {3ovll.op.i11q> <ftpaor-r•w a~oriiV, el (j/11 
OE~O'EL !1-1fl /J-011011 TOVs ~x8pobs all.ll.a H:al TOVs cplll.ous cpvll.aTTO/J-EIIOII. 

Compare Plutarch, Apophthegm. p. 176 F. 
2 Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 333 F; compare Plutarch, Dion, c. 17, 28, 54· 
Athenreus, on the contrary, states that Kallippus was a pupil of Plato, 

and fellow pupil with Dion in the school (Athenreus, xi. p. so!l). 
The statement of Plato hardly goes so far as to negative the supposition 

that Kallippus may have frequented his school, and received instruction 
there, for a time greater or less. But it refutes the idea, that the friendship 
of Dion and Kallippus arose out of these philosophical tastes common to 
b~th ; which Athenreus seems to have intended to convey. 
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and by simulated partnership to detect as well as to betray 
the conspirators. Under this confidence, Kallippus had full 
licence for carrying on his intrigues unimpeded, since Dion 
disregarded the many warnings which reached him.1 Among 
the rumours raised out of Dion's new position, and in
dustriously circulated by Kallippus-one was, that he was 
about to call back Apollokrates, son of Dionysius, as his 
partner and successor in the despotism-as a substitute for 
the youthful son who had recently perished. By these and 
other reports, Dion became more and more discredited, while 
Kallippus secretly organised a wider circle of adherents. His 
plot however did not escape the penetration of Aristomache 
and Arete ; who having first addressed unavailing hints to 
Dion, at last took upon them to question Kallippus himself. 
The latter not only denied the charge, but even confirmed 
his denial, at their instance, by one of the most solemn and 
terrific oaths recognised in Grecian religion; going into the 
sacred grove of Demeter .and Persephone, touching the 
purple robe of the goddess, and taking in his hand a lighted 
torch. 2 

Inquiry being thus eluded, there came on presently the day 
of the Koreia :-the festival of these very two goddesses in 
whose name and presence Kallippus had forsworn. This 
was the day which he had fixed for execution. The strong 
points of defence in Syracuse were confided beforehand to his 
principal adherents, while his brother Philostrates 8 kept a 
trireme manned in the harbour ready for flight in case the 
scheme should miscarry. While Dion, taking no part in the 
festival, remained at home, Kallippus caused his house to be 
surrounded by confidential soldiers, and then sent into it a 
select company of Zakynthians, unarmed, as iffor the purpose 
of addressing Dion on business. These men, young and of 
distinguished muscular strength, being admitted into the 
house, put aside or intimidated the slaves, none of whom 
manifested any zeal or attachment. They then made their 
way up to Dion's apartment, and attempted to throw him 
down and strangle him. So strenuously did he resist, how-

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 54; Cornelius Nepos, Dion, c. 8. 
2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 56. 
8 Plato alludes to the two brothers whom Dion made his friends at 

Athens, and who ultimately slew him ; but without mentioning the name 
of either (Plato, Epistol. vii. p. 333 F). 

The third Athenian-whose fidelity he emphatically contrasts with the 
falsehood of these two-appears to mean, himself-Plato. Compare pp. 
333 and 334· 
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ever, that they found it impossible to kill him without arms; 
which they were perplexed how to procure, being afraid to 
open the door, lest aid might be introduced against them. 
At length one of their number descended to a back-door, and 
procured from a Syracusan without, named Lykon, a short 
sword; of the Laconian sort, and of peculiar workmanship. 
With this weapon they put Dion to death.l They then seized 
Aristomache and Arete, the sister and wife of Dion. These 
unfortunate women were cast into prison, where they were 
long detained, and ~where the latter was delivered of a 
posthumous son. 

Thus perished Dion, having lived only about a year after 
his expulsion of the Dionysian dynasty from Syracuse-but a 
year too lon ..... .cor his own fame. Notwithstanding the events 
of t\1ose la' ,r'nonths, there is no doubt that he was a man 
essentially", ,ffering from the class of Grecian despots ; a man, 
not of aspirations purely personal, nor thirsting merely for 
multitudes of submissive subjects and a victorious army-but 
with large public-minded purposes attached as co-ordinate to 
his own ambitious views. He wished to perpetuate his nanie 
as the founder of a polity, cast in something of the general 
features of Sparta; which, while it did not shock Hellenic 
instincts, should reach farther than political institutions· 
generally aim to do, so as to re-model the sentiment and 
habits of the citizens, on principles suited to philosophers 
like Plato. Brought up as Dion was from childhood at the 
court of the elder Dionysius, unused to that established 
legality, free speech, and .habit of active citizenship, from 
whence a large portion of Hellenic virtue flowed-the wonder 
is, how he acquired so much public conviction and true 
magnanimity of soul-not how he missed acquiring more. 
The influence of Plato during his youth stamped his mature 
character; but that influence (as Plato himself tells us) 
found a rare predisposition in the pupil. Still, Dion had no 
experience of the working of a free and popular government. 
The atmosphere in which his youth was passed, was that of 
an energetic despotism ; while the aspiration which he imbibed 
from Plato was, to restrain and regularise that despotism, and 
to administer to the people a certain dose of political liberty, 
yet reserving to himself the task of settling how much was 
good for them, and the power of preventing them from 
acquiring more. 

How this project-the natural growth of Dion's mind, for 
1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 57; Cornelius Nepos, Dion, c. 9; Diodor. xvi. 31. 
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which his tastes and capacities were suited---was violently 
thrust aside through the alienated feelings of the younger 
Dwnysius-has been already recounted. The position of 
Dion was now completely altered. He became a banished, 
ill-used man, stung with contemptuous antipathy against 
Dionysius, and eager to put'down his despotism over Syracuse. 
Here were new motives apparently falling in with the old 
project. But the conditions of the problem had altogether 
changed. Dion could not overthrow Dionysius without 
"taking the Syracusan people into partnership" (to use the 
phrase of Herodotus 1 respecting the Athenian Kleisthenes)
without promising them full freedom, as an inducement for 
their hearty co-operation-without giving them arms, and 
awakening in them the stirring impulses of Grecian citizen
ship, all the more violent because they had been so long 
trodden down.2 With these new allies he knew not how to 
deal. He had no experience of a free and jealous popular 
mind: in persuasion he was utterly unpractised: his manners 
were haughty and displeasing. Moreover, his kindred with 
the Dionysian family exposed him to antipathy from two 
different quarters. Like the Duke of Orleans (Egalite) at 
the end of r 7 9 z, in the first French Revolution-he was 
hated both by the royalists, because, though related to the 
reigning dynasty, ~1e had taken an active part against it-- and 
by sincere democrats, because they suspected him of a design 
to put himself in its place. To Dion, such coalition of 
antipathies was a serious hindrance; presenting a strong basis 
of support for all his rivals, especially for the unscrupulous 
Herakleides. The bad treatment which he underwent both 
from the Syracusans and from Herakleides, during the time 
when the officers of Dionysius still remained masters in 
Ortygia, has been already related. Dion however behaved, 
though not always with prudence, yet with so much generous 
energy against the common enemy, that he put down his rival, 
and maintained his ascendency unshaken, until the surrender 
of Ortygia. 

That surrender brought his power to a maximum. It was 
the turning-point and crisis of his life. A splendid opportunity 
was now opened, of earning for himself fame and gratitude. 
He might have attached his name to an act as sublime and 

1 Herodotus, v. 66. 'Eifffovp.evos ~· b Kll.et118lwqs -r~v ~~p.ov 1rp011e. 
Ta<pl(o-ra<. 

2 Cicero de Officiis, ii. 7· "Acriores morsus intermissre libertatis quam 
retentre. '' 
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impressive as any in Grecian history, which, in an evil hour, 
he left to be performed in after days by Timoleon-the razing 
of the Dionysian stronghold, and the erection of courts of 
justice on its site. He might have taken the lead in organising, 
under the discussion and consent of the people, a good and 
free government, which, more or less exempt from defect as it 
might have been, would at least have satisfied them, and 
would have spared Syracuse those ten years of suffering which 
intervened until Timoleon came to make the possibility a fact. 
Dion might have done all that Timoleon did-and might have 
done it more easily, since he was less embarrassed both by 
the other towns in Sicily and by the Carthaginians. Un
fortunately he still thought himself strong enough to resume 
his original project. In spite of the spirit, kindled partly by 
himself, among the Syracusans--in spite of the repugnance, 
already unequivocally manifested, on the mere suspicion of his 
despotic designs-he fancied himself competent to treat the 
Syracusans as a tame and passive herd; to carve out for them 
just as much liberty as he thought right, and to require them 
to be satisfied with it; nay, even worse, to defer giving them 
any liberty at all, on the plea, or pretence, of full consultation 
with advisers of his own choice. 

Through this deplorable mistake, alike mischievous to 
Syracuse and to himself, Dion made his government one of 
pure force. He placed himself in a groove wherein he was 
fatally condemned to move on from bad to worse, without 
possibility of amendment. He had already made a martyr 
of Herakleides, and he would have been compelled to make 
other martyrs besides, had his life continued. It is fortunate 
for his reputation that his career was arrested so early, before 
he had become bad enough to forfeit that sympathy and 
esteem with which the philosopher Plato still mourns his 
death, appeasing his own disappointment by throwing the blame 
of Dion's failure on every one but Dion himself. 

CHAPTER LXXXV 

SICILIAN AFFAIRS DOWN TO THE CLOSE OF THE EXPEDITION 

OF TIMOLEON. B.C. 353-336 

THE assassination of Dion, as recounted in my last chapter, 
appears to have been skilfully planned and executed for the 
purposes of its contriver, the Athenian Kallippus. Succeeding 
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at once to the command of the soldiers, among whom he had 
before been very popular,-and to the mastery of Ortygia,-he 
was practically supreme at Syracuse. We read in Cornelius 
Nepos, that after the assassination of Dion there was deep 
public sorrow, and a strong reaction in his favour, testified by 
splendid obsequies attended by the mass of the population.l 
But this statement is difficult to believe; not merely because 
Kallippus long remained undisturbed master, but because he 
also threw into prison the female relatives of Dion-his sister 
Aristomache and his pregnant wife Arete, avenging by such 
act of malignity the false oath which he had so lately been 
compelled to take, in order to satisfy their suspicions. 2 Arete 
was delivered of a son in the prison. It would seem that 
these unhappy women were kept in confinement during all the 
time, more than a year, that Kallippus remained master. On 
his being deposed, they wer released ; when a Syracusan 
named Hiketas, a friend of 1e deceased Dion, affected to 
take them under his protec' n. After a short period of kind 
treatment, he put them . board a vessel to be sent to 
Peloponnesus, but cause chem to be slain on the voyage, 
and their bodies to be sunk in the sea. To this cruel deed 
he is said to have been instigated by the enemies of Dion; 
and the act shows but too plainly how implacable those 
enemies were.s 

How Kallippus maintained himself in Syracuse-by what 
support, or violences, or promises-and against what difficulties 
he had to contend-we are not permitted to know. He seems 
at first to have made promises of restoring liberty; and we 
are even told, that he addressed a public letter to his country, 
the city of Athens ; 4 wherein he doubtless laid claim to the 
honours of tyrannicide ; representing himself as the liberator 
of Syracuse. How this was received by the Athenian assembly, 
we are not informed. But to Plato and the frequenters of the 
Academy, the news of Dian's death occasioned the most 
profound sorrow, as may still be read in the philosopher's 
letters. 

Kallippus maintained himself for a year in full splendour 
and dominion. Discontents had then grown up ; and the 
friends of Dion-or perhaps the enemies of Kallippus assuming 
that name-showed themselves with force in Syracuse. How
ever, Kallippus defeated them, and forced them to take refuge 

1 Cornelius Nepos, Dian, c. 10. 

8 Plutarch, Dian, c. 58. 
2 Plutarch, Dion, c. 56, 57. 
4 Plutarch, Dion, c. 58. 
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in Leontini ; 1 of which town we presently find Hiketas despot. 
Encouraged probably by this success, Kallippus committed 
many enormities, and made himself so odious,2 that the 
expelled Dionysian family began to conceive hopes of recovering 
their dominion. He had gone forth from Syracuse on an 
expedition against Katana; of which absence Hipparinus took 
advantage to effect his entry into Syracuse, at the head of a 
force sufficient, combined with popular discontent, to shut him 
out of the city. Kallippus speedily returned, but was defeated 
by Hipparinus, and compelled to content himself with the 
unprofitable exchange of Katana in place of Syracuse.a 

Hipparinus and Nys::eus were the two sons of Dionysius the 
elder, by Aristomache, and were therefore nephews of Dion. 
Though Hipparinus probably became master of Ortygia, the 
strongest portion of Syracuse, yet it would appear that in the 
other portions of Syracuse, there were opposing parties who 
contested his rule; first, the partisans of Dionysius the 
younger, and of his family-next, the mass who desired to get 
rid of both the families, and to establi~h a free popular con
stitution. Such is the state of facts which we gather from the 
letters of Plato. 4 But we are too destitute of memorials to 
make out anything distinct respecting the condition of Syracuse 
or of Sicily between 353 B.C. and 344 B.c.-from the death of 
Dion to the invitation sent to Corinth, which brought about 
the mission of Timoleon. We are assured generally that it 
was a period of intolerable conflicts, disorders, and suffering; 
that even the temples and tombs were neglected; 5 that the 
people were everywhere trampled down by despots and foreign 
mercenaries; that the despots were frequently overthrown by 
violence or treachery; yet only to be succeeded by others as 
bad or worse ; that the multiplication of foreign soldiers, seldom 
regularly paid, spread pillage and violence everywhere.6 The 
philosopher Plato-in a letter written about a year or more 
after the death of Dion (seemingly after the expulsion of 
Kallippus ), and addressed to the surviving relatives and friends 
of the latter-draws a lamentable picture of the state both of 

1 Plutarch, Dion, c. 58 ; Diodor. xvi. 31-36. 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. II ; Plutarch, compar. Timoleon and Paul. 

Emil. c. 2. 
3 This seems to result from Plutarch, Dion, c. 58, compared with Diodor. 

xvi. 36. 
4 Plato, Epistol. viii. pp. 353, 355, 356. 
6 Plato, Epist. viii. 356 B. 'Ei\EWJI li€ warpilia Kal l<pwv ali<pa7r<VU[av Kal 

-rd.pous, &c. 
6 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. r, 
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Syracuse and Sicily. He goes so far as to say, that under the 
distraction and desolation which prevailed, the Hellenic race 
and language were likely to perish in the island, and give 
place to the Punic and Oscan.l He adjures the contesting 
parties at Syracuse to avert this miserable issue by coming to a 
compromise, and by constituting a moderate and popular 
government,-yet with some rights reserved to the ruling 
families, among whom he desires to see a fraternal partnership 
established, tripartite in its character; including Dionysius the 
younger (now at Lokri)-Hipparinus son of the elder Diony
sius-and the son of Dion. On the absolute necessity of such 
compromise and concord, to preserve both people and despots 
from one common ruin, Plato delivers the most pathetic 
admonitions. He recommends a triple co-ordinate kingship, 
passing by hereditary transmission in the families of the three 
persons just named ; and including the presidency of religious 
ceremonies with an ample measure of dignity and veneration, 
but very little active political power. Advising that impartial 
arbitrators, respected by all, should be invoked to settle terms 
for the compromise, he earnestly implores each of the combatants 
to acquiesce peaceably in the adjudication.2 

To Plato,---who saw before him the line double of Spartan 
kings, the only hereditary kings in Greece,-the proposition of 
three co-ordinate kingly families did not appear at all imprac
ticable; nor indeed was it so, considering the small extent of 
political power allotted to them. But amidst the angry passions 
which then raged, and the mass of evil which had been done 
and suffered on all sides, it was not likely that any pacific 
arbitrator, of whatever position or character, would find a 
hearing, or would be enabled to effect any such salutary 
adjustment as had emanated from the Mantineian Demonax at 
Kyrene-between the discontented Kyreneans and the dynasty 
of the Battiad princes.3 Plato's recommendation passed un
heeded. He died in 348-347 B.c., without seeing any miti
gation of those Sicilian calamities which saddened the last 
years of his long life. On the contrary, the condition of 
Syracuse grew worse instead of better. The younger Diony-

t Plato, Epistol. viii. p. 353 F. . .... ~wil.lcr8at ll' 011"0 .,-oii K~Kil.ou 
.,-o6"Tou Kal TO 'TvpavvtKOV lbrav Kai 'TO 07Jf.'D'TLKOV -ylvos, ll ~ e • Ill, iclv '11"ep -riiw 
elK6T<>!V -y["fV7JTa[ TL Kal lJ.'11"<VK'TWV, <TX<OOV els (p7Jf.'fav Ti)S 'Eil.i1.7J
VLKi)S <f><>!vi)s :i.tKell.[a 'II"U<Ta, <f>otvfK<>!V '/) 'OtrLKWV f.'<Taf3a71.oucra 
ets TLVa ,o~,vacr-re£av, Kal K~ct'TDS. To~T<>!V oh Xph 'll"ct<Tp '11"po8u/-'[~ 
,.&v-ras -rous Eii.AlJVas T<f.'V<w <j>apf.'a.Kov. 

2 Plato, Epistol. viii. p. 356. 
~ !Ierodot. iv. r6r. 
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sius contrived to effect his return, expelling Hipparinus and 
N ys::eus from Ortygia, and establishing himself there again as 
master. As he had a long train of past humiliation to avenge, 
his rule was of that oppressive character which the ancient 
proverb recognised as belonging to kii1gs restored from 
exile.1 

Of all these princes descended from the elder Dionysius, not 
one inherited tbe sobriety and temperance which had con
tributed so much to his success. All of them are said to 
have been of drunken and dissolute habits 2-Dionysius the 
younger, and his son Apollokrates, as well as Hipparinus and 
Nys::eus. · Hipparinus was assassinated while in a fit of intoxi
cation; so that Nys::eus became the representative of this 
family, until he was expelled from Ortygia by the return of the 
younger Dionysius. 

That prince, since his first expulsion from Syracuse, had 
chiefly resided at Lokri in Italy, of which city his mother 
Doris was a native. It has already been stated that the elder 
Dionysius had augmented and nursed up Lokri by every 
means in his power, as an appurtenance of his own dominion 
at Syracuse. He had added to its territory all the southern
most peninsula of Italy (comprehended within a line drawn 
from the Gulf of Terina to that of Skylletium), once belonging 
to Rhegium, Kaulonia, and Hipponium. But though the 
power of Lokri was thus increased, it had ceased to be a free 
city, being converted into a dependency of the Dionysian 
family.8 As such, it became the residence of the second 
Dionysius, when he could ;no longer ma-intain himself in 
Syracuse. We know little of what he did ; though we are told 
that he revived a portion of the dismantled city of Rhegium 
under the name of Phrebia.4 Rhegium itself reappears shortly 
afterwards as a community under its own name, and was 
probably reconstituted at the complete downfall of the :;;econd 
Dionysius. 

The season between 356-346 B.C. was one of great pressure 
and· suffering for all the Italiot Greeks, arising from the 
increased power of the inland Lucanians and Bruttians. These 
Bruttians, who occupied the southernmost Calabria, were a 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. I-
. , ...... Regnabit sanguine multo 
Ad regnum quisquis venit ab exilio. 

2 Aristotle and Theopompus, ap. Athemeum, x, pp. 435, 436; Theo· 
pomp. Fragm. q6, 204, 213, ed. Didot. . 

3 Aristotel. Politic. v. 6, 7· 4 Strabo, vi. p. 258. 
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fraction detached from the general body of Lucanians and self
emancipated; having consisted chiefly of indigenous rural 
serfs in the mountain communities, who threw off the sway of 
their Lucanian masters, and formed an independent aggregate 
for themselves. These men, especially in the energetic effort 
which marked their early independence, were formidable 
enemies of the Greeks on the coast, from Tarentum to the 
Sicilian strait; and more than a match even for the Spartans 
and Epirots invited over by the Greeks as auxiliaries. 

It appears that the second Dionysius, when he retired to 
Lokri after the first loss of his power at Syracuse, soon found 
his rule unacceptable and his person unpopular. He main
tained himself, seemingly from the beginning, by means of two 
distinct citadels in the town, with a standing army under the 
command of the Spartan Pharax, a man of profligacy and vio
lence.! The conduct of Dionysius became at last so odious, 
that nothing short of extreme force could keep down the 
resentment of the citizens. We read that he was in the habit 
of practising the most licentious outrage towards the marriage
able maidens of good family in Lokri. The detestation thus 
raised against him was repressed by his superior force-not, we 
may be sure, without numerous cruelties perpetrated against 
individual persons who stood on their defence-until the 
moment arrived when he and his son Apollokrates effected 
their second return to Ortygia. To ensure so important an 
acquisition, Dionysius diminished his military force at Lokri, 
where he at the same time left his wife, his two daughters, and 
his youthful son. But after his departure, the Lokrians rose 
in insurrection, overpowered the reduced garrison, and took 
captive these members of his family. Upon their guiltless 
heads fell all the terrors of retaliation for the enormities of the 
despot. In was in vain that both Dionysius himself, and the 
Tarentines 2 supplicated permission to redeem the captives at 
the highest ransom. In vain was Lokri besieged, and its 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. I I ; com par. Timoleon and Paul. Emil. c. 2 ; 
Theopompus ap. Athenre. xii. p. 536 ; Plutarch, Rei pub. Gerend. Prrecept. 
p. 821 D. About the two citadels in Lokri, see Livy xxix. 6. 

It may have been probably a predatory fleet in the service of the younger 
Dionysius, which Livy mentions to have been ravaging about this time the 
coast of Latium, co-operating with the Gauls against portions of the Roman 
territory (Livy, vii. 25, 26). 

2 It would appear that relations of amity, or amicable dependence, still 
subsisted between Dionysius the younger and the Tarentines. There was 
seen, in the prytaneum or government-house of Tarentum, a splendid 
chandelier with 365 burners, a present from Dionysius (Euphorion, ap. 
Athenreum, xv. p. 700 ). 
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territory desolated. The Lokrians could neither be seduced by 
bribes, nor deterred by threats, from satiating the full extremity 
of vindictive fury. After multiplied cruelties and brutalities, 
the wife and family of Dionysius were at length relieved from 
further suffering by being strangled.1 With this revolting 
tragedy terminated the inauspicious marital connexion begun 
between the elder Dionysius and the oligarchy of Lokri. 

By the manner in which Dionysius exercised his power at 
Lokri, we may judge how he would behave at Syracuse. The 
Syracusans endured more evil than ever, without knowing 
where to look for help. Hiketas the Syracusan (once the 
friend of Dion, ultimately the murderer of the slain Dian's 
widow and sister) had now established himself. as despot at 
Leontini. To him they turned as an auxiliary, hoping thus to 
obtain force sufficient for the expulsion of Dionysius. Hiketas 
gladly accepted the proposition, with full purpose of reaping the 
reward of such expulsion, when achieved, for himself. More
over, a formidable cloud was now gathering from the side of 
Carthage. What causes had ·rendered Carthage inactive for 
the last few years, while Sicily was so weak and disunited-we 
do not know ; but she had now become once more aggressive, 
extending her alliances among the despots of the island, and 
pouring in a large force and fleet, so as to menace the inde
pendence both of Sicily and of Southern Italy.2 The appear
ance of this new enemy drove the Syracusans to despair, and 
left them no hope of safety except in assistance from Corinth. 
To that city they sent a pathetic and urgent appeal, setting 
forth both the actual suffering and the approaching peril 
from without. And such indeed was the peril, that even to a 
calm observer, it might well seem as if the mournful prophecy 
of Plato was on the point of receiving fulfilment-hellenism 
as well as freedom becoming extinct on the island. 

To the invocation of Corinthian aid, Hiketas was a party; 
yet an unwilling party. He had made up his mind, that for 
his purpose, it was better to join the Carthaginians, with whom 
he had already opened negotiations-and to employ their 
forces, first in expelling Dionysius, next in ruling Syracuse for 
himself. But these were schemes not to be yet divulged : 
accordingly, Hiketas affected to concur in the pressing entreaty 
sent by the Syracusans to Corinth, intending from the begin
ning to frustrate its success. 8 He expected indeed that the 
Corinthians would themselves decline compliance: for the 

1 Strabo, vi. pp. 259, 260; Athenreus, xii. p. 541. 
2 Diodor. xvi. 67. 8 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 2. 
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enterprise proposed to them was full of difficulty ; they had 
neither injury to avenge, nor profit to expect; while the force 
of sympathy, doubtless not inconsiderable, with a suffering ' 
colony, would probably be neutralised by the unsettled and 
degraded condition into which all Central Greece was now rapidly 
sinking, under the ambitious strides of Philip of Macedon. 

The Syracusan envoys reached Corinth at a favourable 
moment. But it is melancholy to advert to the aggregate 
diminution of Grecian power, as compared with the time when 
(seventy years before) their forefathers had sent thither to 
solicit aid against the besieging armament of Athens; a time 
when Athens, Sparta, and Syracuse herself, were all in exuberant 
vigour as well as unimpaired freedom. However, the Corin- ' 
thians happened at this juncture to have their hands as well as 
their minds tolerably free, so that the voice of genuine affliction, 
transmitted from the most esteemed of all their colonies, was 
heard with favour and sympathy. A decree was passed, heartily 
and unanimously, to grant the aid solicited.1 

The next step was to choose a leader. But a leader was 
not easily found. The enterprise presented little temptation, 
with danger and difficulty abundant as well as certain. The 
hopeless discord of Syracuse for years past, was well known to 
all the leading Corinthian politicians or generals. Of all or 
most of these, the names were successively put up by the 
archons; but all with one accord declined. At length, while 
the archons hesitated whom to fix upon, an unknown voice in 
the crowd pronounced the name of Timoleon, son of Timo
demus. The mover seemed prompted to divine inspiration; 2 

so little obvious was the choice, and so pre-eminently excellent 
did it prove. Timoleon was named-without difficulty, and 
without much intention of doing him honour-to a post which 
all the other leading men declined. 

Some points must be here noticed in the previous history of 
this remarkable man. He belonged to an illustrious family in 
Corinth, and was now of mature age--perhaps about fifty. 
He was distinguished no less for his courage than for the 
gentleness of his disposition. Little moved either by personal 
vanity or by ambition, he was devoted in his patriotism, and 
unreserved in his hatred of despots as well as of traitors.s 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 3· 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 3· 'A/I.A.a eeou Ttvos, C:.s loti«V, els voiiv 

lp.{3aA.6v-rOS Tcf av8pJnrtp, &c. 
3 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 3· • • . . </J</I.O'Ira-rp<s a€ ~<al 1rpfjos ~<acpep&v-rws 

lSO"a p.l] O'cp6apa p.<O'o-r6pavvos elva• 1eal p.<O'o7r6vnpos. ' 



J Sicilian Affairs I 23 
~he government of Corinth was, and always had been, oligar
chical; but it was a r~gular, constitutional, oligarchy; while 
the Corinthian antipathy against despots was of old standing 1 

,_hardly less strong than that of democratical Athens. As 
a soldier in the ranks of Corinthian hoplites, the bravery of 
Timoleon, and his submission to discipljne, were alike remark
able. 

These points of his character stood out the more forcibly 
from contrast with his elder brother Timophanes; who pos
sessed the soldierlike merits of bravery and energetic enter
prise, but combined with them an unprincipled ambition, and 
an unscrupulous prosecution of selfish advancement at all cost 
to others. The military qualities of Timophanes, however, 
gained for him so much popularity, that he was placed high 
as an officer in the Corinthian service. Timoleon, animated 
with a full measure of brotherly attachment, not only tried to 
screen his defects as well as to set off his merits, but also 
incurred the greatest perils for the purpose of saving his life. 
,In a battle against the Argeians and Kleomeans, Timophanes 
was commanding the cavalry, when his horse, being wounded, 
threw him on the ground, very near to the enemy. The 
remaining horsemen fled, leaving their commander to what 
seemed certain destruction; but Timoleon, who was serving 
among the hoplites, rushed singly forth from the ranks with 
his utmost speed, and covered Timophanes with his shield, 
when the enemy. were just about to pierce him. He made 
head singlehanded against them, warding off numerous spears 
and darts, and successfully protected his fallen brother until 
mccour arrived ; though at the cost of several wounds to 
himself. 2 

This act of generous devotion raised great admiration 
towards Timoleon. But it also procured sympathy for Timo
phanes, who less deserved it. The Corinthians had recently 
[ncurred great risk of seeing their city fall into the hands of 
their Athenian allies, who had laid a plan to seir.e it, but were 
:lisappointed through timely notice given at Corintb. 3 To arm 

1 Herodot. v. 92. 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 4· At what time this battle took place cannot 

Je made out. 
3 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 4· 'E1r•l ~· ol Koplv9wt, 5e5tons p.~ ... &.eoLEv aT~ 

cal 1rp0Tepov ,\,.b Tciiv IJ'Vf-LJJ.cl.xwv &7ro/3al\&vns T1JV 1rOl\LV, &c. 
The Corinthians were carrying on war, in conjunction with Athens and 

3parta, against Thebes, when (in 366 B.C.) the Athenians laid their plan for 
;eizing the city. The Corinthians, having heard of it in time, took measures 
:o frustrate it. See Xenophon, Hellen. vii. 4, 4-5. 
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the people being regarded as dangerous to the existing oli: 
archy,1 it was judged expedient to equip a standing force c 

400 paid foreign soldiers, and establish them as a permanei 
garrison in the strong and lofty citadel. The command of th 
garrison, with the mastery of the fort, was entrusted to Time 
phanes. A worse choice could not have been made. Th 
new commander-seconded not only by his regiment and h: 
strong position, but also by some violent partisans whom h 
took into his pay and armed, among the poorer citizens-· 
speedily stood forth as despot, taking the whole governmer 
into his own hands. He seized numbers of the chief citizem 
probably all the members of the oligarchical councils who 
resisted his orders, and put them to death without even forn 
of trial.2 Now, when it was too late, the Corinthians repente1 
of the mistaken vote which had raised up a new Periande 
among them. But to Timoleon, thf! crimes of his brothe 
occasioned an agony of shame and sorrow. He first went UI 
to the acropolis 3 to remonstrate with him; conjuring hin 
emphatically, by the most sacred motives public as well a: 
private, to renounce his disastrous projects. Timophane: 
repudiated the appeal with contempt. Timoleon had now t< 
choose between his brother and his country. Again he wen 
to the acropolis, accompanied by JEschylus, brother of th{ 
wife of Timophanes-by the prophet Orthagoras, his intimatt 
friend-perhaps also by another friend named T.elekleides 
Admitted into the presence of Timophanes, they renewec 
their prayers and supplications; urging him even yet to recede 
from his tyrannical courses. But all their pleading was with· 
out effect. Timophanes first laughed them to scorn ; presently, 
he became exasperated, and would hear no more. Finding 
words unavailing, they now drew their swords and put him to 
death. Timoleon lent no hand in the deed, but stood a little 
way off, with his face hidden, and in a flood of tears. 4 

1 Aristotel. Politic. v. 5, 9· 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 4· luxvoVs &vEAcbv lt.KplTovs Ti;w 1rpcfJTrNV 7rOA.tTWv, 

O.v~O€t~€V aUTOs €auT0v 'TVpavvov. 
Diodorus (xvi. 65) coincides in the main fact-but differs in several 

details. 
3 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 4· A(Je,s &vU371 1rpbs Thv &oeA.cp6v, &c. 
4 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 4; Cornelius Nepos, Timol. c. I; Plutarch, 

Reipub. Gerend. Pr::ecept. p. 8oS A. That Tclekleides was present and 
took part in the deed-though Plutarch directly names only h:schylus and 
Orthagoras-seems to be implied in an indirect allusion afterwards (c. 7), 
where Telekleides says to Timoleon after his nomination to the Sicilian 
command, •Av vvv 1<aA.ws &:ywv(up, 'Tllpavvov &vpp1/1<EVO.L o6~o,ue v· &.v o~ 
cpa6A.ws, &lieA.cp6v, 
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' With the life of Timophanes passed away the despotism 
.:Vhich had already begun its crushing influence upon the 
Sorinthians. The mercenary force was either dismissed, or 
>laced in safe hands ; the acropolis became again part of a 
ree city; the Corinthian constitution was revived as before. 
(n what manner this change was accomplished, or with what 
:neasure of violence it was accompanied, we are left in ignor
mce; for Plutarch tells us hardly anything except what 
~ersonally concerns Timoleon. We learn however that the 
;xpressions of joy among the citizens, at the death of Timo
Jhanes and the restoration of the constitution, were vehement 
nd universal. So strongly did this tide of sentiment run, as 
o carry along with it, in appearance, even those who really 
igretted the departed despotism. Afraid to say what they 
~ally felt about the deed, these men gave only the more 
bundant utterance to their hatred of the doer. Though it was 
;ood that Timophanes should be killed (they said), yet that he 
hould be killed by his brother, and his brother-in-law, was a 
'.eed which tainted both the actors with inexpiable guilt and 
bomination. The majority of the Corinthian public, how

wer, as well as the most distinguished citizens, took a view 
:ompletely opposite. They expressed the warmest admiration 
ts well for the doer as for the deed. They extolled the com
>ination of warm family affection with devoted magnanimity 
nd patriotism, each in its right place and properly balanced, 
·hich marked the conduct of Timoleon. He had displayed 
is fraternal affection by encountering the greatest perils in the 
attle, in order to preserve the life of'Timophanes. But when 
1at brother, instead of an innocent citizen, became the worst 
nemy of Corinth, Timoleon had then obeyed the imperative 

;all of patriotism, to the disregard not less of his own comfort 
·"'nd interest than of fraternal affection.l 

Such was the decided verdict pronounced by the majority
a majority as well in value as in number-respecting the 
)ehaviour of Timoleon. In his mind, however, the general 
train of encomium was not sufficient to drown, or even to 

The presence of the prophet seems to show, that they had just been 
fering sacrifice, to ascertain the will of the gods respecting what they were 
·>out to do. 
Nepos says that Timoleon was not actually present at the moment of his 
other's death, but stood out of the room to prevent assistance from 
riving. 
Diodorus (xvi. 6 5) states that Timoleon slew his brother in the market

.ace. But the account of Plutarch appears preferable. 
1 Plutarch, Timoleori, c. 5· 
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compensate, the language of reproach, in itself so much mort 
pungent, which emanated from the minority. Among tha1· 
minority too was found one person whose single voice told witr 
profound impression-·his mother Demariste, mother also of 
the slain Timophanes. Demariste not only thought of her 
murdered son with the keenest maternal sorrow, but felt 
intense horror and execration for the authors of the deed. 
She imprecated curses on the head of Timoleon, refused even 
to see him again, and shut her doors against his visits, in spite 
of earnest supplications. 

There wanted nothing more to render Timoleon thoroughly 
miserable, amidst the almost universal gratitude of Corinth. 
Of his strong fraternal affection for Timophanes, his previom 
conduct leaves no doubt. Such affection had to be overcomt 
before he accompanied his tyrannicidal friends to the acropolis 
and doubtless flowed back with extreme bitterness upon hi; 
soul, after the deed was done. But when to this intern?! 
source of distress, was added the sight of persons who shrat 
from him as a fratricide, together with the sting of the materna' 
Erinnys-··he became agonised even to distraction. Life wa~. 
odious to him ; he refused for some time all food, and deter: 
mined to starve himself to death. Nothing but the pressin~ 
solicitude of friends prevented him from executing the resolve; 
But no consoling voice could impart to him spirit for tht 
duties of public life. He fled the city and the haunts of men 
buried himself in solitude amidst his fields in the countrv• 
and refrained from seeing or speaking to any one. F• : 
several years he thus hid himself like a self-condemne•' 
criminal; and even when time had somewhat mitigated th•· 
intensity of his anguish, he still shunned every prominen· 
position, performing nothing more than his indispensabl · 
duties as a citizen. An interval of twenty years 1 had no,·· 
elapsed from the death of Timophanes, to the arrival of th{\ 
Syracusan application for aid. During all this time, Timoleor! 
in spite of the sympathy and willingness of admiring fellm; 
citizens, had never once chosen to undertake any importar _ 
command or office. At length the vox Dei is hear< n 
unexpectedly, amidst the crowd; dispelling the tormentir ~ 

, nightmare which had so long oppressed his soul, and restorin~ 
him to healthy and honourable action. , 

There is no doubt that the conduct of Timoteon an' 
Ai:schylus in killing Timophanes was in the highest degreJ: 
tutelary to Corinth. The despot had already imbrued ·hf 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 7· 
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~hands in the blood of his countrymen, and would have been 
~:ondemned, by fatal necessity, to go on from bad to worse, 
f:ntrltiplying the number of victims, as a condition of preserving 
,his own power. To say that the deed ought not to have been 
done by near relatives, was tantamount to saying, that it ought 
not 'to have been done at all; for none but near relatives could 
have obtained easy access which enabled them to effect it. 
And,even Timoleon and .JEschylus could not make the attempt 
without the greatest hazard to themselves. Nothing was more 
likely than that the death of Timophanes would be avenged 

n the spot ; nor are we told how they escaped such vengeance 
om the soldiers at hand. It has been already stated that the 
ntemporary sentiment towards Timoleon was divided be

veen admiration of the heroic patriot, and abhorrence of the 
·ratricide; yet with a large preponderance on the side of 
.dmiration, especially in the highest. and best minds. In 
aodern times the preponderance would be in the opposite 
·.ale. The sentiment of duty towards family covers a larger 
lroportion. of the field of morality, as compared with obligations 
owards country, than it did in ancient times ; while that 
ntense antipathy against a despot who overtops and overrides 
he laws, regarding him ·as 'the worst of criminals-which stood 
n the foreground of the ancient virtuous feeling-has now 
lisappeared. Usurpation of the supreme authority is regarded 
~enerally among the European public as a crime, only where 
' displaces an established king already in possession; where 
· ere is no king, the successful usurper finds sympathy rather 
1an censure; and ·few readers would bave been displeased 
rith Timoleon, had he even seconded his brother's attempt . 
. 3ut in the view of Timoleon and of his age generally, even 
.eutrality appeared in the light of treason to his country, when 
to other man but he could rescue her from the despot. This 
entiment is strikingly embodied in the comments of Plutarch; 
·ho admires the f~aternal tyrannicide, as an act of sublime 
atriotism, and only complains that the internal emotions of 
'imoleon were not on a level with. the sublimity of the act ; 
tat the great mental suffering which he endured afterwards, 
gued an unworthy weakness of character; that the conviction 
f imperative patriotic duty, having been once deliberately 
:iopted, ought to have steeled him against scruples, and pre
~rved him from that after-shame and repentance which spoiled 
alf the glory of an heroic act. The antithesis, between 
'lutarch and the modern European point of view, is here 
ointed ; though I think his criticisms unwarranted. There is 
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no reason to presume that Timoleon ever felt ashamed m 
repentant for having killed his brother. Placed in the mour 
ful condition of a man agitated by conflicting sentiments, a1 

obeying that which he deemed to carry the most sacred oblig 
tion, he of necessity suffered from the violation of the oth< 
Probably the reflection that he had himself saved the life 
Timophanes, only that the latter might destroy the liberties 
his country-contributed materially to his ultimate resolutiOJ 
a resolution, in which h:schylus, another near relative, to( 
even a larger share than he. 

It was in this state of mind that Timoleon was called up( 
to take the command of the auxiliaries for Syracuse. As so< 
as the vote had passed, Telekleides addressed to him a f( 
words, emphatically exhorting him to strain every nerve, ar 
to show what he was worth-with this remarkable point 
conclusion-" If you now come off with success and glory, ' 
shall pass for having slain a despot; if you fail, we shall 1 
held as fratricides." 1 

He immediately commenced his preparation of ships ar 
soldiers. But the Corinthians, though they had resolved on tl 
expedition, were not prepared either to vote any considerab 
subsidy, or to serve in large numbers as volunteers. Tl 
means of Timoleon were so extremely limited, that he w 
unable to equip more than seven triremes, to which tl 
Korkyra!ans (animated by common sympathy for Syracuse, 
of old in the time of the despot Hippokrates 2) added tv 
more, and the Leukadians one. Nor could he muster mo 
than IOoo soldiers, reinforced afterwards on the voyage 
r2oo. A few of the principal Corinthians-Eukleides, Tel 
mach us and Neon, among them-accompanied. him. B 
the soldiers seem to have been chiefly miscellaneous mt 
cenaries,-some of whom had served under the Phokia1 
in the Sacred war (recently brought to a close), and h: 
incurred so much odium as partners in the spoliation of tl 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 7· Diodorus (xvi. 65) states this striking an 
thesis as if it was put by the senate to Timoleon, on conferring upon h 
the new command. He represents the application from Syracuse as havi 
come to Corinth shortly after the death of Timophani!s, and while the tr 
of Timoleon was yet pending. He says that the senate nominat 
Timoleon to the command, in order to escape the necessity of pronounci 
sentence one way or the other. 

I follow the account of Plutarch, as preferable, in recognising a lo 
interval between the death of Timophanes and the application from Sy1 
cuse ; an interval of much mental suffering to Timoleon, 

2 Herodot. vii. ISS· 
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Delphian temple, that they were glad to t~ke foreign service 
anywhere.1 

Some enthusiasm was indeed required to determine volun
teers in an enterprise of which the formidable di(ficulties, and 
the' doubtful reward, were obvious from the beginning. But 
even before the preparations were completed, news came 
which seemed to render it all but hopeless. Hiketas sent a 
second mission, retracting all that he had said in the first, and 
desiring that no expedition might be sent from Corinth. Not 
having received Corinthian aid in time (he said), he had been 
compelled to enter into alliance with the Carthaginians, 'who 
would not permit any Corinthian soldiers to set foot in Sicily. 

! This communication, greatly exasperating the Corinthians 
· against Hiketas, rendered them more hearty in votes to put 
him down. Yet their zeal for active service, far from being 

• increased, was probably even abated by the aggravation of 
1 obstacles thus revealed. If Timoleon even. reached Sicily, he 
would find numberless enemies, without a single friend of 

1 importance :-for without Hiketas, the Syracusan people were 
":ilmost helpless. But it now seemed impossible that Timoleon 
with his small force could ever touch the Sicilian shore, in the 
face of a numerous and active Carthaginian fieet. 2 

While human circumstances thus seemed hostile, the gods 
held out to Timoleon the most favourable signs and omens. 
Not only did he receive an encouraging answer at Delphi, but 
while he was actually in the temple, a fillet with intertwined 
wreaths and symbols of victory fell from one of the statues. 
upon his head. The priestesses of Persephone learnt from the. 
goddess in a dream, that she 'was about to sail with Timoleon, 
for Sicily, her own favourite island. Accordingly he caused a 
new special trireme to be fitted out, sacred to the Two· 
goddesses (Demeter and Persephone) who were to accompany 
him. And when, after leaving Korkyra, the squadron struck 
across for a night voyage to the Italian coast, this sacred 
trireme was seen illumined by a blaze of light from heaven; 
while a burning torch on high, 'similar to that which was 
usually carried in the Eleusinian mysteries, ran along with the 
ship and guided the pilot to the proper landing place at Meta
pontum. Such manifestations of divine presence and en
couragement, properly certified and commented upon by the-

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 8, II, 12, 30; Diodor. xvi. 66; Plutarch, Ser. 
Num. Vind. p. 552. In the Aristotelian treatise, Rhetorica ad Alexan-
drum, s. 9, Timoleon is said to have had nine ships. 
· 2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 7· 
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prophets, rendered the voyage one of universal hopefulness tt 
the armament. 1 

These hopes, however, were sadly damped, when after dis 
regarding a formal notice from a Carthaginian man of war, the; 
sailed down the coast of Italy and at last reached Rhegiurr 
This city, having been before partially revived under the nar!H 
of Phcebia, by the younger Dionysius, appears now as n: 
<:onstituted under its old name and with its full former auton 
omy, since the overthrow of his rule at Lokri and in Ital: 
generally. Twenty Carthaginian triremes, double the force o 
Timoleon, were found at Rhegium awaiting his arrival wit: 
envoys from Hiketas aboard. These envoys came with wha 
they pretended to be good news. "Hiketas had recent!: 
gained a capital victory over Dionysius, whom he had expelle( 
from most part of Syracuse, and was now blocking up i1 
Ortygia ; with hopes of soon starving him out, by the aid of 1 

Carthaginian fleet. The common enemy being thus at th: 
end of his resources, the war could not be prolonged. Hiketa 
therefore trusted that Timoleon would send back to Corint: 
his fleet and troops, now become superfluous. If TimoleOJ 
,would do this, he (Hiketas) would be delighted to see hin 
personally at Syracuse, and would gladly consult him in thl 
resettlement of that unhappy city. But he could not admi 
the Corinthian armament into the island; moreover, even ha( 
he been willing, the Carthaginians peremptorily forbade it, ant 
were prepared, in case of need, to repel it with their superio1 
naval force now in the strait." 2 

The game which Hiketas was playing with the Carthaginian; 
now stood plainly revealed, to the vehement indignation o 
the armament. Instead of being their friend, or even neutral 
he was nothing less than a pronounced enemy, emancipatin!
Syracuse from Dionysius only to divide it between himself anc 
the Carthaginians. Yet with all the ardour of the armament 
it was impossible to cross the strait in opposition to an enemy'; 
fleet of double force. Accordingly Timoleon resorted to < 
stratagem in which the leaders and people of Rhegium, eagerl) 
sympathising with his projects of Sicilian emancipation, co 
operated. In an interview with the envoys of Hiketas as wel 
as with the Carthaginian commanders, he affected to accep1 
the conditions prescribed by Hiketas ; admitting at once thai 
it was useless to stand out. Hut he at the same time remindec 
them, that he had been entrusted with the command of th( 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 8 ; Diodor. xvi. 66. 
B Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 9; Diodor. xvi. 68. 



Sicilian Affairs 
armament for Sicilian purposes,-and that he should be a 
disgraced man, if he now conducted it back without touching 
the island ; exc~pt under the pressure of some necessity not 
merely real, but demonstrable to all and attested by unexcep
tionable witnesses. He therefore 'desired them to appear, 
along with him, before the public assembly of Rhegium,. a 
neutral city and common friend of both parties. They would 
then publicly repeat the communication which they had 
already made to him, and they would enter into formal 
engagement for the good treatment of the Syracusans, as (soon 
as Dionysius should be expelled. Such proceeding w.fould 
make the people of Rhegium witnesses on both points. ' hey 
would testify on his (Timoleon's) behalf, when he carrie to 
defend himself at Corinth, that he had turned his back lonly 
before invincible necessity, and that he had exacted eve~ything 
in his power in the way of guarantee for Syracuse; ~hJ.Y would 
testify also on behalf of the Syracusans, in case th~uarantee 
now given should be hereafter evaded.1 

1 
. Neither the envoys of Hiketas, nor the Cart:_'i}aginian com
•manders, had any motive to decline what seeted to them an 
unmeaning ceremony. Both of them accor ingly attended, 
along with Timoleon, before the public assem ly of Rhegium 

· formally convened. The gates of the city were closed (a 
practice usual during the time of a public ·!assembly): the 
Carthaginian men of war lay as usual near at hand, but in no 
state f¢r immediate movement, and perhaps w$' h many of the 
crews ~shore ; since all chance of hostility see. ed to be past. 
What ) had been already communicated to I 'imoleon from 
Jiiketas and the Carthaginians was now rep~ated in formal 
deposition before the assembly ; the env[oys of Hiketas 
probably going into the case more at lentfth, with certain 
flourishes of speech prompted by their own va,nity. Timoleon 
stood by as an attentive listener; but before 'pe could rise to 
reply, various Rhegine speakers came forward: with comments 
or questions, which called up the envoys again. A long 
time was thus insensibly wasted, Timoleon often trying to get 
an opportunity to speak, but being always apparently con
strained to give way to some obtrusive Rhegine. During this 
long time, however, his triremes in the harbour were not idle. 
One by one, with as little noise as possible, they quitted their 
anchorage and rowed out to sea, directing their course 
towards Sicily. The Carthaginian fleet, though seeing this 
proceeding, neither knew what it meant, nor had any directions 

1 Plutarch, Tjmoleon, c. 10. 
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to prevent it. At length the other Grecian triremes were all 
afloat and in progress ; that of Timoleon alone remaining in 
the harbour. Intimation being secretly given to him as he 
sat in the assembly, he slipped away from the crowd, his friends 
concealing his escape-and got aboard immediately. His 
absence was not discovered at first, the debate continuing s~ 
if he were still present, and intentionally prolonged by th.._ 
Rhegine speakers. At length the truth could no longer be 
kept back. The envoys a.nd the Carthaginians found out that 
the assembly and the debate were mere stratagems, and that 
thei11 real enemy had disappeared. But they found it out too 
late. Timoleon with his triremes was already on the voyage 
to Tauromenium in Sicily, where all arrived safe and without 
opposition. Overreached and humiliated, his enemies left the 
assembly in vehement wrath against the Rhegines, who re
minded them that Carthaginians ought to be the last to com
plain of'iception in others.l 

The we !-managed stratagem, whereby Timoleon had over
come a di ~ulty to all appearance insurmountable, exalted 
both his own fa~e and the spirits of his soldiers. They were 
now safe in Sicily, at Tauromenium, a recent settlement near 
the site of the ancient Naxus, receiving hearty welcome from 
Andromachus, he leading citi1.en of the place-whose influence 
was so mildly e ercised, and gave such complete satisfaction, 
that it continue through and after the reform of Timoleon, 
when the citizens might certainly have swept it away if they 
had desired. \Andromachus, having been forward in inviting 
Timnleon to cdme, now prepared to co-operate with him, and 
returned a spitited reply to the menaces sent over from 
Rhegium by the Carthaginians, after they had vainly pursued 
t:he Corinthian squadron to Tauromenium. 

But Andromachus and Tauromenium were but petty 
::tuxiliaries, compared with the enemies against whom Timoleon 
had to contend; enemies now more formidable than ever. 
For Hiketas, incensed with the stratagem practised at Rhegium, 
and apprehensive of interruption to the blockade which he was 
carrying on against Ortygia, sent for an additional squadron of 
Carthaginian men of war to Syracuse ; the harbour of which 
place was presently completely beset.2 A large Carthaginian 
land-force was also acting under Hanno in the western regions: 
of the island, with considerable success against the Cam-' 
panians of Entella and others. 3 The Sicilian towns had theira 

1 Plutarch, Tirnoleon, c. ro, rr. 
2 Plutarch, Tirnoleon, c. r r. s Diodor. xvi. 67. 
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:ttive despots, Mamerkus at Katana-Leptines at Apollonia 1 

-Nikodemus at Kentoripa-Apolloniades at Agyrium 2-from 
hom Timoleon could expect no aid, except in so far as they 
tight feel predominant fear of the Carthaginians. And the 
yracusans, even when they heard of his arrival at Tauro
tenium, scarcely ventured to indulge hopes of serious relief 
om such a handful of men, against the formidable array of 
[iketas and the Carthaginians under their walls. Moreover, 
hat guarantee had they that Timoleon would turn out better 
1an Dion, Kallippus, and others before him ? seductive 
romisers of emancipation, who, if they succeeded, forgot the 
mds by which they had won men's hearts, and thought only· 
f appropriating to ,themselves the sceptre of the previous 
espot, perhaps eve1l \aggravating all that was bad in his rule? 
uch was the questr. :1 asked by many a suffering citizen of 
yracuse, amidst t~l ' despair and sickness of heart which 
1ade the name of 1 'Pd liberator sound only like a new 
eceiver and a new s\ 

It was by acts alon ' ··~+"tiC' ~nch well-\ --
rounded suspicions. nu. "" uu,,, uv w·- _ -··-. __ 
or could he escape the baneful effects of that mistrust which 
is predecessors had everywhere inspired. The messengers 
·hom he sent round were so coldly received, that he seemed 
kely to find no allies beyond the walls of Tauromenium. 

At length one invitation, of great importance, reached 
im-from the town of Adranum, about forty miles inland 
·om Tauromenium; a native Sikel town, seemingly in part 
ellenised, inconsiderable in size, but venerated as sacred to 
1e god Adranus, whose worship was diffused throughout all 
icily. The Adranites being politically divided, at the same 
me that one party sent the invitation to Timoleon, the other 
espatched a similar message to Hiketas. Either at Syracuse 
r Leontini, Hiketas was nearer to Adranum than Timoleon at 
'auromenium; and lost no time in marching thither, with 
ooo troops, to occupy so im'Wortant a place. He arrived 
:tere in the evening, found no enemy, and established his 
amp without the walls, believing himself already master of the 
·lace. Timoleon, with his inferior numbers, knew that he had 
o chance of success except in surprise. Accordingly, on 
etting out from Tauromenium, he made no great progress the 
rst day, in order that no report of his approach might reach 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 13-24; Diodor. xvi. 72. 
8 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. I I. 

2 Diodor. xvi. 82. 
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Adranum ; but on the next morning he marched with tr 
greatest possible effort, taking the shortest, yet most rugge 
paths. On arriv;ng within about three miles of Adranum, I: 
was informed that the troops from Syracuse, having ju: 
finished their march, had encamped near the town, not awar 
of any enemy near. His officers were anxious that the me 
should be refreshed after their very fatiguing march, before the 
ventured to attack an army four times superior in numbe, 
But Timoleon earnestly protested against any such dela; 
entreating them to follow him at once against the enemy, as tb 
only chance of finding them unprepared. To encourage then 
he at once took up his shield and marched at their head, carryir. 
it on his arm (the shield of the general was habitually carrie 
for him by an orderly), in spite of the fatiguing march, whic 
he had himself performed on foot as well as they. Tr 
soldiers obeyed, and the effort was crowned by complet 
success. The troops of Hiketas, unarmed and at the: 
suppers, were taken so completely by surprise, that in spite ( 
their superior number, they fled with scarce any resistanc( 
From the rapidity of their flight, 300 of them only were slair 
But 6oo were made prisoners, and the whole camp, includin 
its appurtenances, was taken, with scarcely the loss of a mar 
Hiketas escaped with the rest to Syracuse.l 

This victory, so rapidly and skilfully won-and the acquisitio 
of Adranum which followed it-produced the strongest sens; 
tion throughout Sicily. It counted even for more than 
victory ; it was a declaration of the gods in favour of Timoleo1 
The inhabirants of the holy town, opening their gates an 
approaching him with awe-stricken reverence, recounted tb 
visible manifestations of the god Adranus in his favour. A 
the moment when the battle was commencing, they had see 
the portals of their temple spontaneously burst open, and th 
god brandishing his spear, with profuse perspiration on his face 
Such facts,-verified and attested in a place of peculiar sanctit) 
and circulated from thence throughout the neighbouring con 
munities,-contributed hardly.less than the victory to exalt th 
glory of Timoleon. He received offers of alliance from Tyr 
daris and several other towns, as well as from Mamerlw 
despot of Katana, one of the most warlike and powerft 
princes in the island. 3 So numerous were the reinforcement 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 12 ; Diodor. xvi. 68. Diodorus and Plutarc 
agree in the numbers both of killed and of prisoners on the side of Hiketa 

2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 12. 
8 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 13 ; Dioc!or. xvi. 6g. 
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thus acquired, and so much was his confidence enhanced by 
recent success, that he now ventured to march even under the 
walls of Syracuse, and defy Hiketas ; who did not think it 
prudent to hazard a second engagement with the victor of 
Adranum.1 

Hiketas was still master of aU Syracuse-except Ortygia, 
against which he had constructed lines of blockade, in con
junction with the Carthaginian fleet occupying the harbour. 
Timoleon was in no condition to attack the place, and would 
have been obliged speedily to retire, as his enemies did not 
choose to come out. But it was soon seen that the manifesta
tions of the Two goddesses, and of the god Adranus, irt his 
favour, were neither barren nor delusive. A real boon was 
now thrown into his lap, such as neither skill nor valour could 
have won. Dionysius, blocked up in Ortygia with a scanty 
supply of provisions, saw from his walls the approaching army 
of Timoleon, and heard of the victory of Adranum. He had 
already begun to despair of his own position of Ortygia; z 
where indeed he might perhaps hold out by bold effort and 
steady endurance, but without any reasonable chance of again 
becoming master of Syracuse; a chance which Timoleon and 
the Corinthian intervention cut off more decidedly than ever. 
Dionysius was a man not only without the energetic character 
and personal ascendency of his father, which might have made 
head against such difficulties-but indolent and drunken in his 
habits, not relishing a sceptre when it could only be maintained 
by hard fighting, nor stubborn enough to stand out to the last 

1 Diodor. xvi. 68, 6g. That Timoleon marched up to Syracuse, is stated 
by Diodorus, though not by Plutarch. I follow Diodorus so far ; because 
it makes the subsequent proceedings in regard to Dionysius more clear and 
intelligible. 

'. But Diodorns adds two further matters, which cannot be correct. He 
affirms that Timoleon pursued Hiketas at a running pace (opop.ciios) im
mediately from the field of battle at Adranum to Syracuse ; and that he then 
got possession of the portion of Syracuse called Epipolre. 

Now it was with some difficulty that Timoleon could get his troops even 
up to the field of battle at Adranum, without some previous repose ; so long 
and fatiguing was the march which they had undergone from Tauromenium. 
It is therefore impossible that they can have been either inclined or com
petent to pursue (at a rapid pace) Hiketas immediately from the field of 
battle at Adranum to Syracuse. 

Next, it will appear from subsequent operations, that Timoleon did not, 
on this occasion, get possession of any other portion of Syracuse than the 
Islet Ortygia, surrendered to him by Dionysius. He did not enter Epipolre 
until afterwards. 

2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 13. 'A1r«p1/1Ct;,s iio71 'Tais iA.,.[rn !Cal p.t!Cpa~> 
&.,.oA.nr?,p ~IC'it'oA.top!C•iu6a.t, &c. 

I 
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merely as a cause of war.l Under these dispositions, the 
arrival of Timoleon both suggested to him the idea, and 
furnished him with the means, of making his resignation 
subservient to the purchase of a safe asylum and comfortable 
future maintenance : for to a Grecian despot, with the odium 
of past severities accumulated upon his head, abnegation of 
power was hardly ever possible, consistent with personal 
security.2 But Dionysius felt assured that he might trust to 
the guarantee of Timoleon and the Corinthians for shelter and 
protection at Corinth, with as much property as he could carry 
away with him; since he had the means of purchasing such 
guarantee by the surrender of Ortygia-a treasure of inestim
able worth. Accordingly he resolved to propose a capitulation, 
and sent envoys to Timoleon for the purpose. 

There was little difficulty in arranging terms. Dionysius 
stipulated only for a safe transit with his moveable property to 
Corinth, and for an undisturbed residence in that city; tender
ing in exchange the unconditional surrender of Ortygia with all 
its garrison, arms, and magazines. The convention was con
cluded forthwith, and 'three Corinthian officers-Telemachus, 
Eukleides and Neon-were sent in with 400 men to take 
charge of the place. Their entrapce was accomplished safely, 
though they were obliged to elude the blockade by stealing 
in at several times, and in small companies. Making over to 
them the possession of Ortygia with the command of his 
garrison, Dionysius passed, with some money and a small 
number of companions, into the camp of Timoleon; who 
conveyed him away, leaving at the same time the neighbour
hood of Syracuse. 3 

Conceive the position and feelings of Dionysius, a prisoner 
in the camp of Timoleon, traversing that island over which his 
father as well as himself had reigned all-powerful, and knowing 
himself to be the object of either hatred or contempt to every 
one-except so far as the immense boon which he had con
ferred, by surrendering Ortygia, purchased for him an indulgent 

1 Tacitus, Histor. iii. 70. Respecting the last days of the Emperor 
Vitellius, " Ipse, neque jubendi neque vetandi potens, non jam Imperator, 
sed tan tum belli causa erat." 

2 See, among other illustrations of this fact, the striking remark of Solon 
(Plutarch, Solon, c. 14). 

3 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 13; Diodor. xvi. 70. Diodorus appears to me 
to misdate these facts ; placing the capitulation of Dionysius and the 
surrender of Ortygia to Timoleon, after the capture of the other portion of 
Syracuse by Timoleon. I follow Plutarch's chronology, which places the 
capitulation of Ortygia first. 
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seems to have had more dignity than could have been 
expected. His literary tastes, manifested during the time of 
his intercourse with Plato, are implied even in the anecdotes 
intended to disparage him. Thus he is said to have opened a 
school for teaching boys to read, and to have instructed the 
public singers in the art of singing or reciting poetry.1 His 
name served to subsequent writers, both Greek and Roman,
as those of Crcesus, Polykrates, and Xerxes, serve to Herodotus 
-for an instance to point a moral on the mutability of human 
events. Yet the anecdotes recorded about him can rarely be 
verified, nor can we distinguish real matters of fact from those 
suitable and impressive mythes which so pregnant a situation 
was sure to bring forth. 

Among those who visited him at Corinth was Aristoxenus 
of Tarentum : for the Tarentine leaders, first introduced by 
Plato, had maintained their correspondence with Dionysius 
even after his first expulsion from Syracuse to Lokri, and 
had vainly endeavoured to preserve his unfortunate wife and 
daughters from the retributive vengeance of the Lokrians. 
During the palmy days of Dionysius, his envoy Polyarchus had 
been sent on a mission to Tarentum, where he came into 
conversation with the chief magistrate Archytas. This con
versation Aristoxenus had recorded in writing; probably from 
the personal testimony of Archytas, whose biography he com
posed. Polyarchus dwelt upon wealth, power, and sensual 
enjoyments, as the sole objects worth living for; pronouncing 
those who possessed them in large masses, as the only beings 
deserving admiration. At the summit of all stood the Persian 
king, whom Polyarchus extolled as the most enviable and 
admirable of mortals. "Next to the Persian king (said he), 

. though with a very long interval, comes our despot of Syracuse." 2 

1 Plutarch, Timol. c. 14; Cicero, Tuscul. Disp. iii. 12, 7· His remark, 
that Dionysius opened the school from anxiety still to have the pleasure of 
exercising authority, can hardly be meant as serious. 

We cannot suppose that Dionysius in his exile at Corinth suffered under 
any want of a comfortable income; for it is mentioned, that all his move
able furniture (~7rlUK<vh) was bought by his namesake Dionysius, the 
fortunate despot of the Pontic Herakleia; and this furniture was so 
magnificent, that the acquisition of it is counted among the peculiar marks 
of ornament and dignity to the Herakleotic dynasty :-see the Fragments 
of the historian Memnon of Herakleia, ch. iv. p. ro, ed. Ore!!. apud 

· Photium, Cod. 224. 
2 Aristoxenus, Fragm. 15, ed. Didot, ap. Athenreum, p. 545· A<VT<pov 

81, </>11U(, TOV -fi!J.ET<pov Tilpavvov 8<[1/ TIS ~v, 1Cal1r<p 7rOAV A<L7r6!J.<VOV. 
One sees that the word TOpavvos was used even by those who intended no 

unfriendly sense-applied by an admiring envoy to his master. 
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What had become of Polyarchus, we do not know ; but 
Aristoxenus lived to see the envied Dionysius under the 
altered phase of his life at Corinth, and probably to witness 
the ruin of the Persian kings also. On being asked, what had 
been the cause of his displeasure against Plato, Dionysius 
replied, in language widely differing from that of his former 
envoy Polyarchus, that amidst the many evils which surrounded 
a despot, none was so mischievous as the unwillingness of his 
so-called friends to tell him the truth. Such false friends had 
poisoned the good feeling between him and Plato.l This 
anecdote bears greater mark of being genuine, than others 
which we read more witty and pungent. The Cynic philoso
pher Diogenes treated Dionysius with haughty scorn for sub
mitting to live in a private station after having enjoyed so 
overruling an ascendency. Such was more or less the senti
ment of every visitor who saw him; but the matter to be 
lamented is, that he had not been in a private station from the 
beginning. He was by nature unfit to tread, even with profit 
to himself, the perilous and thorny path of a Grecian despot. 

The reinforcements decreed by the Corinthians, though 
equipped without delay and forwarded to Thurii in Italy, were 
prevented from proceeding farther on shipboard by the Car
thaginian squadron at the strait, and were condemned to wait 
for a favourable opportunity.2 But the greatest of all reinforce
ments to Timoleon was, the acquisition of Ortygia. It con
tained not merely a garrison of zooo soldiers-who passed 
(probably much to their own satisfaction) from the declining 
cause of Dionysius to the victorious banner of Timoleon-but 
also every species of military stores. There were horses, 
engines for siege and battery, missiles of every sort, and above 
all, shields and spears to the amazing number of 7o,ooo-if 
Plutarch's statement is exact.8 Having dismissed Dionysius, 
Timoleon organised a service of small craft from Katana to 
convey provisions by sea to Ortygia, eluding the Carthaginian 
guard squadron. He found means to do this with tolerable 
success,4 availing himself of winds or bad weather, when the 
ships of war could not obstruct the entrance of the lesser 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 15. Aristoxenus heard from Dionysius at 
Corinth the remarkable anecdote about the faithful attachment of the 
two Pythagorean friends, Damon and Phintias. Dionysius had been 
strongly impressed with the incident, and was fond of relating it ('ll"oll.ll.d~ets 
7}Jl'iP 0<'7")'€'iTo, Aristoxen. Fragm. 9, ed. Didot ; apud lamblichum Vit. 
Pythag. s. 233). 

2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 16. 
3 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 13. 4 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 18. 
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harbour. Meanwhile he himself returned to Adranum, a post 
convenient for watching both Leontini and Syracuse. Here 
two assassins, bribed by Hiketas, were on the point of taking 
his life, while sacrificing at a festival; and were only prevented 
by an incident so remarkable, that every one recognised the 
visible intervention of the gods to protect him.1 

Meanwhile Hiketas, being resolved to acquire possession of 
Ortygia, invoked the aid of the full Carthaginian force under 
Magan. The great harbour of Syracuse was presently occupied 
by an overwhelming fleet of 150 Carthaginian ships of war, 
while a land-force, said to consist of 6o,ooo men, came also to 
join Hiketas, and were quartered 'by him within the walls of 
Syracuse. Never before had any Carthaginian troops got 
footing within those walls. Syracusan liberty, perhaps Syra
cusan hellenism, now appeared extinct. Even Ortygia, in 
spite of the bravery of its garrison under the Corinthian Neon, 
seemed not long tenable, against repeated attack and battery 
of the walls, combined with strict blockade to keep out 
supplies by sea. Still, however, though the garrison was 
distressed, some small craft with provisions from Katana 
contrived to slip in; a fact which induced Hiketas and Magan 
to form the plan of attacking that town, thinking themselves 
strong enough to accomplish this by a part of their force, 
without discontinuing the siege of Ortygia. Accordingly they 
sailed forth from the harbour, and marched from the city of 
Syracuse, with the best part of their armament, to attack 
Katana, leaving Ortygia still under blockade. But the com
manders left behind were so negligent in their watch, that 
Neon soon saw, from the walls of Ortygia, the opportunity of 
attacking them with advantage. Making a sudden and vigorous 
sally, he fell upon the blockading army unawares, routed them 

' at all points with serious loss, and pressed his pursuit so 
warmly, that he got possession of Achradina, expelling them 
from that important section of tile city. The provisions and 
money, acquired herein at a critical moment, rendered this 
victory important. But what gave it the chief value was, the 
possession of Achradina, which Neon immediately caused to 
be joined on to Ortygia by a nevJ line of fortifications, and 
thus held the two in combination. 2 Ortygia had been 'befgre 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 16. 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 18. . • . . b o~ Koplv8cos Ntwv, KCJ/Tto~v 

cbrb Tijs ifKpas Taos {nro!l.eMIJ.L}.ttvovs 'TWV 7ro!l.eJ.Llwv &p-yws Kal b.J.Le!l..ws 
cpuA.&.-r-rovTa.s, ~Ealcf>v?JS ~JI,7r€fJ'E Btecrrrapp.Evms a.VToLs· 1ectl -roils p.Ev O.veA.dw, 
Tolls o~ Tpelj!rlp.evos, ~Kprl'T1J<TE Kal Kct'TI<Txe 'T~V !l..eyop.tv1Jv 'Axpaaw~v, l> 
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(as I have already remarked) completely distinct from Achradina. 
It is probable that the population of Achradina, delighted to 
be liberated from the Carthaginians, lent zealous aid to Neon 
both in the defence of their own walls, and in the construction 
of the new connecting lines towards Ortygia; for which the 
numerous intervening tombs would supply materials. 

This gallant exploit of Neon permanently changed the 
position of the combatants at Syracuse. A horseman started 
instantly to convey the bad news to Hiketas and Magon near 
Katana. Both of them returned forthwith; but they returned 
only to occupy half of the city-Tycha, Neapolis, and Epi
polre. It became extremely difficult to prosecute a successful 
siege or blockade of Ortygia and Achradina united : besides 
that, Neon had now obtained abundant supplies for the 
moment. 

.Meanwhile Timoleon too was approaching, reinforced by 
the new Corinthian division; who, having been at first detained 
at Thurii, and becoming sick of delay, had made their way 
inland, across the Bruttian territory, to Rhegium. They were 
fortunate enough to find the strait unguarded : for the 
Carthaginian admiral Hanno-having seen their ships laid up 
at Thurii, and not anticipating their advance by land-had 
first returned with his squadron to the Strait of Messina, and 
next, hoping by a stratagem to frighten the garrison of Ortygia 
into surrender, had sailed to the harbour of Syracuse with his 
triremes decorated as if after a victory. His seamen, with 
wreaths round their heads, shouted as they passed into the 
harbour under the walls of Ortygia, that the Corinthian 
squadron approaching the strait had been all captured, and 
exhibited as proofs of the victory certain Grecian shields hung 
up aboard. By this silly fabrication, Hanno probably produced 
a serious dismay among the garrison of Ortygia. But he 
purchased such temporary satisfaction at the cost of leaving 
the strait unguarded, and allowing the Corinthian division to 
cross unopposed from Italy into Sicily. On reaching Rhegium, 
these Corinthians not only found the strait free, but also a 
complete and sudden calm, succeeding upon several days of 
stormy weather. Embarking immediately on such ferry boats 
and fishing craft as they could find, and swimming their horses 

tcpaT<I7Tov Ui6tcEL tcal ltepavi7TO'Ttt'TOJI i'nrdpx•w T1is lvpttK017lwv J.dpos woll.•ws 
Tpowov Twa ,;v-yH:etp.lv'T/s Kal,;vv'T/pp.o<Tp.lv'T/S ~H: wll.•tovwv ... oll.•wv. Eb1rop~17a~ 
li~ tcal <TlTov Kal XP'T/P.clTwv obH: &<f>7itce T~v T07rov, obli' &vexcfp'T/17E 11"clli.LJ1 ~ ... 1 
'l"~JI 6.tcpav, a,\l\a <ppa~clp.EVOS 'T~V 11"Ep[/3oll.ov T1Js 'Axpaliw1Js Kttl 17UVcllf<tS 
TOSS tp6p.a17t 7rpOS Tf}JI atcp01rO}\tJI, T>mpvll.a'T'Tf. 
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alongside by the bridle, they reached the Sicilian coast without 
loss or difficulty,! 

Thus did the gods again show their favour towards Timoleon 
by an unusual combination of circumstances, and by smiting 
the enemy with blindness. So much did the tide of success 
run along with him, that the important town of Messene 
declared itself among his allies, admitting the new Corinthian 
soldiers immediately on their landing. With little delay, they 
proceeded forward to join Timoleon; who thought himself 
strong enough, notwithstanding that even with this reinforce
ment he could only command 4ooo men, to march up to the 
vicinity of Syracuse, and there to confront the immeasurably 
superior force of his enemies. 2 He appears to have encamped 
near the Olympieion, and the bridge over the river Anapus. 

Though Timoleon was sure of the co-operation of Neon and 
the Corinthian garrison in Ortygia and Achradina, yet he was 
separated from them by the numerous force of Hiketas and 
Mag on, who occupied Epipolre, Neapolis, and Tycha, together 
with the low ground between Epipolre and the Great Harbour; 
while the large Carthaginian fleet filled the Harbour itself. On 
a reasonable calculation, Timoleon seemed to have little 
chance of success. But suspicion had already begun in the 
mind of Magon, sowing the seeds of disunion between him and 
Hiketas. The alliance between Carthaginians and Greeks was 
one unnatural to both parties, and liable to 'be crossed, at 
every mischance, by mutual distrust, growing out of antipathy 
which each party felt in itself and knew to subsist in the other. 
The unfortunate scheme of marching to Katana, with the 
capital victory gained by Neon in consequence of that absence, 
made Magon believe that Hiketas was betraying him. Such 
apprehensions were strengthened, when he saw in his front the 
army of Timoleon, posted on the river Anapus-and when he 
felt that he was in a Greek city generally disaffected to him, 
while Neon was at his rear in Ortygia and Achradina. Under 
such circumstances, Magon conceived the whole safety of his 
Carthaginians as depending on the zealous and faithful 
co-operation of Hiketas, in whom he had now ceased to 
confide. And his mistrust, once suggested, was aggravated by 
the friendly communication which he saw going on betwe![!n 
the soldiers of Timoleon and those of Hiketas. These soldiers, 
all Greeks and, mercenaries fighting for a country not their own, 
encountered ·each other, on the field of battle, like enemies,
but conversed in a pacific and amicable way, during intervals, 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 19. 2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 20. 
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in their respective camps. Both were now engaged, without 
disturbing each other, in catching eels amidst the marshy 
and watery ground between Epipoh.e and the Anapus. Inter
changing remarks freely, they were admiring the splendour and 
magnitude of Syracuse with its great maritime convenience,
when one of Timoleon's soldiers observed to the opposite 
party-" And this magnificent city, you, Greeks as you are, 
are striving to barbarise, planting these Carthaginian cut
throats nearer to us than they now are ; though our first 
anxiety ought to be, to keep them as far off as possible from 
Greece. Do you really suppose that they have brought up 
this host from the Atlantic and the Pillars of Herakles, all for 
the sake of Hiketas and his rule? Why if Hiketas took 
measure of affairs like a true ruler, he would not thus turn out 
his brethren, and bring in an enemy to his country; he would 
ensure to himself an honourable sway, by coming to an 
understanding with the Corinthians and Timoleon." Such was 
the colloquy passing between the soldiers of Timoleon and 
those of Hiketas, and speedily made known to the Cartha
ginians. Having made apparently strong impression on those 
to whom it was addressed, it justified alarm in Magon; who 
was led to believe that he could no longer trust his Sicilian 
allies. Without any delay, he put all his troops aboard the 
fleet, and in spite of the most strenuous remonstrances from 
Hiketas, sailed away to Africa.1 

On the next day, when Timoleon approached to the attack, 
he was amazed to find the Carthaginian army and fleet with
drawn. His soldiers, scarcely believing their eyes, laughed to 
scorn the cowardice of Magon. Still however Hiketas deter
mined to defend Syracuse with his own troops, in spite of the 
severe blow inflicted by Magan's desertion. That desertion 
had laid open both the Harbour and the lower ground near 
the Harbour ; so that Timoleon was enabled to come into 
direct communication with his own garrison in Ortygia and 
Achradina, and to lay plans for a triple simultaneous onset. 
He himself undertook to attack the southern front of Epipolre 
towards the river Anapus, where the city was strongest; the 
Corinthian Isias was instructed to make a vigorous assault 
from Achradina, or the eastern side; while Deinarchus and 
Demaretus, the generals who had conducted the recent rein
forcement from Corinth, were ordered to attack the northern 
wall of Epipolre, or the Hexapylon; 2 they were probably sent 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 20. 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 21. The account given by Plutarch of 
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round from Ortygia, by sea, to land at Trogilus. Hiketas, 
holding as he did the aggregate consisting of Epipolre, Tycha, 
and Neapolis, was assailed on three sides at once. He had 
a most defensible position, which a good commander, with 
brave and faithful troops, might have maintained against forces 
more numerous than those of Timoleon. Yet in spite of 
such advantages, no effective resistance was made, nor even 
attempted. Timoleon not only took the place, but took it 
without the loss of a single man, killed or wounded. Hiketas 
and his followers fled to Leontini.l 

The desertion of Magon explains of course a great deal of 
discouragement among the soldiers of Hiketas. But when we 
read the astonishing facility of the capture, it is evident that 
there must have been something more than discouragement. 
The soldiers on defence were really unwilling to use their arms 
for the purpose of repelling Timoleon, and keeping up the 
dominion of Hiketas in Syracuse. When we find this senti
ment so powerfully manifested, we cannot but discern that the 
aversion of these men to serve, in what they looked upon as a 
Carthaginian cause, threw into the hands of Timoleon an easy 
victory, and that the mistrustful retreat of Magon was not so 
absurd and cowardly as Plutarch represents. 2 

The Grecian public, however, not minutely scrutinising 
preliminary events, heardthe easy capture as a fact, and heard 
it with unbounded enthusiasm. From Sicily and Italy the 
news rapidly spread to Corinth and other parts of Greece. 
Everywhere the sentiment was the same; astonishment and 
admiration, not merely at the magnitude of the conquest, but 
also at the ease and rapidity with which it had been achieved. 
The arrival of the captive Dionysius at Corinth had been in 
itself a most impressive event. But now the Corinthians 
learnt the disappearance of the large Carthaginian host and 
the total capture of Syracuse, without the loss of a man; 
and that too before they were even assured that their second 

Timoleon's attack is . very intelligible. He states that the side of 
Epipolre fronting southwards or towards the river Anapus was the 
strongest. 

Saverio Cavallari (Zur Topographie von Syrakus, p. 22) confirms this, by 
remarking that the northern side of Epipolre, towards Trogilus, is the 
weakest, and easiest for access or attack. 

We thus see that Epipolre was the last portion of Syracuse which 
Timoleon mastered-not the first portion, as Diodorus states (xvi. 69). 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 21. 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 20, 21. Diodorus also implies the same verdict 

(xvi. 69), though his account is brief as well as obscure. 
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reinforcement, which they knew to have been blocked up at 
Thurii, had been able to touch the Sicilian shore. 

Such transcendent novelties excited even in Greece, and 
much more in Sicily itself, a sentiment towards Timoleon such 
as hardly any Greek had ever yet drawn to himself. His 
bravery, his skilful plans, his quickness of movement, were 
indeed deservedly admired. But in this respect, others had 
equalled him before; and we may remark that even the 
Corinthian Neon, in his capture of Achradina, had rivalled 
anything performed by his superior officer. But that which 
stood without like or second in Timoleon---that which set a 
peculiar stamp upon all his meritorious qualities~was his 
superhuman good fortune; or-what in the eyes of most 
Greeks was the same thing in other words-the unbounded 
favour with which the gods had cherished both his person and 
his enterprise. Though greatly praised as a brave and able 
man, Timoleon was still more affectionately hailed as an 
enviable man.1 "Never had the gods been seen so manifest 
in their dispensations of kindness towards any mortal." 2 The 
issue, which Telekleides had announced as being upon trial 
when Timoleon was named, now stood triumphantly deter
mined. After the ca;:Jture of Syracuse, we may be sure that no 
one ever denounced Timoleon as a fratricide ;~~every one 
extolled him as a tyrannicide. The great exploits of other 
eminent men, such as Agesilaus and Epaminondas, had been 
achieved at the cost of hardship, severe fighting, wounds and 
death to those concerned, &c., all of which counted as so 
many deductions from the perfect mental satisfaction of the 
spectator. Like an oration or poem smelling of the lamp, 
they bore too clearly the marks of preliminary toil and fatigue. 
But Timoleon, as the immortal gods descending to combat on 
the plain of Troy, accomplished splendid feats,~overthrew 
what seemed insuperable obstacles-by a mere first appearance, 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 2r. Tb p.~ll hawa< ·dw 1r0il.w (Syracuse) KaT' 
ll.~~:pas ~~:al -yevlu~al Taxlws {J7roxefpwv il<7r'EO"OV'TWV TWV 1rOAE}dwv, ofltatov 
ltva8e'lvat Tji TiZv p.axopiv"'v ltvlipa')la~lq. ~~:al Tji OE!II0'1"7J'I't 'I"OV 17'1"pa'1"7J"yoli. .,.1, 
Of p.t} lt7roflaviiv TIVC/, P.'10f 'l"pwtlnvat .,..,, K•pw9iwv, 1/Jtov lp')IOV au'l"1is 7) 
Ttp.oA.IovTos E1reli•l~a'l"o TVX7J, ~~:a9cf,ep 1i<ap.tl\il.wp.lv'1 1rpbs Trw ltpe.,.rw 'l"ov 
ltv/Jpos, Yva .,..,, i1ratvovp.lvwv av.,.ov .,.a; p.a~~:apt(&p.epa piiii.Aov 
ol 7ruv9avop.<Vo< 8avp.cf(wu<v. 

2 Homer, Odyss. iii. 2I9 (Nestor addressing Telemachus). 

El yO.p tr' ~c; E9€Aot t/JU..Eetv yAa.v,~eWm.!j 'Al?7117], 
·nc; niT' '08vcrufjo) 1Tept~tfj8E'Te tcv8o.A{p..oto 
A-rJJJ.<:J lvt TpWwv, Oth 1l"&ux:o.uev CA.ye~ ~ Axatol
OV y&.p 1T'W L8ov tiJOe 6eoVc; a.vcuf)(tv80. <fuA.efivTac;, 
•os ~eeCvcp civaqmvc%. 1ro.pCVTo.To lletMaa • AO~"'l· 
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and without an effort. He exhibited to view a magnificent 
result, executed. with all that apparent facility belonging as a 
privilege to the inspirations of first-rate genius.l Such a 
spectacle of virtue and good fortune combined-glorious 
consummation with graceful facility-was new to the Grecian 
world. 

For all that he had done, Timoleon took little credit to 
himself. In the despatch which announced to the Corinthians 
his Veni, Vidi, Vici, as well as in his discourses at Syracuse, he 
ascribed the whole achievement to fortune or to the gods, 
whom he thanked for having inscribed his name as nominal 
mover of their decree for liberating Sicily.2 We need not 
doubt that he firmly believed himself to be a favoured instru
ment of the divine will, and that he was even more astonished 
than others at the way in which locked gates flew open before 
him. But even if he had not believed it himself, there was 
great prudence in putting this colouring on the facts ; not 
simply because he thereby deadened the attacks of envy, but 
because, under the pretence of modesty, he really exalted 
himself much higher. He purchased for himself a greater 
hold on men's minds towards his future achievements, as the 
beloved of the gods, than he would ever have possessed as 
only a highly endowed mortal. And though what he l1ad 
already done was prodigious, there still remained much 
undone; new difficulties, not the same in kind, yet hardly less 
in magnitude, to be combated. 

It was not only new difficulties, but also new temptations, 
which Timoleon had to combat. Now began for him that 
moment of trial, fatal to so many eminent Greeks before him. 
Proof was to be shown, whether he could swallow, without 
intoxication or perversion, the cup of success administered to 
him in such overflowing fulness. He was now complete 
master of Syracuse; master of it too with the fortifications of 
Ortygia yet standing,-with all the gloomy means of despotic 
compression, material and moral, yet remaining in his hand. In 
respect of personal admiration and prestige of success, he stood 
greatly above Dion, and yet more above the elder Dionysius in 
the early part of his career. To set up for himself as despot 
at Syracuse, burying in oblivion all that he had said or promised 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 36. Men\ Tov KaXov ... oxv TO pq.olws txov<Ta 
(~ Ttp.oX,oV'rOS" <T'rp11.'1"'1l'Yla) <Palve'rat, To"is eo Kal li11calws XO'Y<(op.lvots, ov 
TVX1JS (p'Yov, &xx' &pe.,.fis EO'rVXOV<T'IlS· 

2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 36; Cornelius Nepos, Timoleon, c. 4; "Plutarch, 
De Sui Laude, p. 542 E. 
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before, was a step natural and feasible; not indeed without 
peril or difficulty, but carrying with it chances uf success equal 
to those of other nascent despotisms, and more than sufficient 
to tempt a leading Greek politician of average morality. 
Probably most people in Sicily actually expected that he would 
avail himself of his unparalleled position to stand forth as a 
new Dionysius. Many friends and partisans would strenuously 
recommend it. They would even deride him as an idiot (as 
Solon had been called in his time 1) for not ta.k:ing the boon 
which the gods set before him, and for not hauling up the net 
when the fish were already caught in it. There would not be 
wanting other advisers, to insinuate the like recommendation 
under the pretence of patriotic disinterestedness, and regard 
for the people whom he had come to liberate. The Syracusans 
(it would be contended), unfit for a free constitution, must be 
5iupplied with liberty in small doses, of which Timoleon was 
the best judge: their best interests required that Timoleon 
should keep in his hands the anti-popular power with little 
present diminution, in order to restrain their follies, and ensure 
to them benefits which they would miss if left to their own free 
determination. 

Considerations of this latter character ha.d doubtless greatly 
weighed with Dion in the hour of his victory, over and above 
mere naked ambition, so as to plunge him into that fatal 
misjudgement and misconduct out of which he never recovered. 
But the lesson deducible from the last sad months of Dian's 
career was not lost upon Timoleon. He was found proof, not 
merely against seductions within his own bosom, but against 
provocations or plausibilities from without. Neither for self
regarding purposes, nor for beneficent purposes, would he be 
persuaded to grasp and perpetuate the anti-popular power. 
The moment of trial was that in which the genuine heroism 
and rectitude of judgement, united in his character, first shone 
forth with its full brightness. 

Master as he now was of all Syracuse, with its fivefold 
aggregate, Ortygia, Achradina, Tycha, Neapolis, and Epipohe 
-he determined to strike down at once that great monument 
of servitude which the elder Dionysius had imposed upon his 
fellow citizens. Without a moment's delay, he laid his hand 
to the work. He invited by proclamation every Syracusan who 

1 Solon, Fragm. 26, ed. Schneid. ; Plutarch, Solon, c. 14. 

plnc E~v ~6Awv .. f:Ja.9~<fJpwv, o.V~€ ,B~vA~e:~~ ti.v'r5p• 
Ea6Ao. '"'fO.P 6e:ov Bu~Ov'To~, a.U'To~ OVK t:Be~a.To. 

De:ptJ3MWv a· d-ypa.v, O:yau6el~ oVIC O.vECT1Ta.U£P ~J.lya 
~[KTVOV, Bvp.oil 8' O.p.o.prfi Ka.l cj>pe:vWv 0.7routpa.Ae:ts. 
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chose, to come with iron instruments, and co-operate with 
him in demolishing the separate stronghold, fortification, and 
residence, constructed by the elder Dionysius in Ortygia; as 
well as the splendid funereal monument erected to the memory 
of that despot by his son and successor.1 This was the first 
public act executed in Syracuse by his order; the first mani
festation of the restored sovereignty of the people ; the first 
outpouring of sentiment, at once free, hearty, and unanimous, 
among men trodden down by half a century of servitude; the 
first fraternising co-operation of Timoleon and his soldiers with 
them, for the purpose of converting the promise of liberation 
into an assured fact. That the actual work of demolition was 
executed by the hands and crowbars of the Syracusans them
selves, rendered the whole proceeding an impressive compact 
between them 1d Timoleon. It cleared away all mistake, all 
possibility of ~ ~picion, as to his future designs. It showed 
that he had D., ' merely forsworn despotism for himself, but 
that he was bent on rendering it impossible for any one else, 
when he began by overthrowing what was not only the 
conspicuous memento, but also the most potent instrument, of 
the past despots. It achieved the inestimable good of inspiring 
at once confidence in his future proceedings, and disposing 
the Syracusans to listen voluntarily to his advice. And it was 
beneficial, not merely in smoothing the way to further measures 
of pacific reconstruction, but also in discharging the reactionary 
antipathies of the Syracusans, inevitable after" so long an 
oppression, upon unconscious stones; and thus leaving less of 
it to be wreaked on the heads of political rivals, compromised 
in the former proceedings. ' 

This important act of demolition was further made sub
servient to a work of new construction, not less significant of 
the spirit in which Timoleon had determined to proceed. 
Having cleared away the obnoxious fortress, he erected upon 
the same site, and probably with the same materials, courts for 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 22. r.v&l'evos ~~ Tiis f.~~:pas KVptos, 001< (,.aile 
A.(wvt -ra.VT0 7rci.Oos, oUB' ~cpela'a.To -roV T61rov 8u1 TO ~ecJ.AAos Kctl 'T~V 
woi\uTEi\etc:tJI T?js ICaTaG'JCev1js, &.AA.Ct T~JV Etce'ivov BtafjaA.oVua.v, eiT, U.1ro"A.f<rarJ'av, 
t'r>r01/dav tpvll.a~&.l'evos, ~tC-iJpv~• TOW }lvpatCov<Tlwv Tlw fJovl\.o!'evov 1rape!va1 
f.'€'1"Ct 11'1~1,pov tCal 11'VVE<pc!11"Tf<Tiiat 'I"WV TvptivVIH:WV ~pvf.<cJ.TGilV. 'D.s ~~ 1rcJ.VTES 
&.v€/31'/<Tav, &.px~v ~ll.fvlleplas 7rot'1<T&.f.<evo• fJej3atoTd-r.,v TO tC1,pv-yf.<a Kal .,.~v 
i!f.<epav ~H:elv17v, oil 1'6vov T~v f.~~:pav, &.71.71.<\ Kal .,.a.s olKtas Kal .,.a, f.<V-iJ!'a-ra Twv 
Tvp&.vvwv &.veTpelfiCw Kal KaTe<T~<a!ftav. E!JO~s I)~ TOV -r61rov <Tvvol'all.vvas, 
~V'f'H:OI>Of.<l'/d€ 'I"Ct l>tKa<TT1,pta, xapt(6!'evos 'I"OLS 7roil.lTatS, Kal Tiis Tvpavv(/)os 
fnrepTEpav 1ro1wv T~V l>'1f.<OH:pa-rlav. 

Compare Cornelius Nepos, Timoleon, c. 3· 
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future judicature. The most striking symbol and instrumen1 
of popular government thus met the eye as a local substitutt 
for that of the past despotism. 

Deep was the gratitude of the Syracusans for these pro. 
ceedings- Ahe first fruits of Timoleon's established ascendency 
And if we regard the intrinsic importance of the act itself -tht 
manner in which an emphatic meaning was made to tell as wel 
upon the Syracusan eye as upon the Syracusan mind- -tht 
proof evinced not merely of disinterested patriotism, but alsc 
of prudence in estimating the necessities of the actual situatior 
-lastly, the foundation thus laid for accomplishing furthe1 
good--if we take all these matters together, we shall feel thai 
Timoleon's demolition of the Dionysian Bastile, and erectior 
in its place of a building for the administration of justice, wa~ 
among the most impressive phaonomena in Grecian history. 

The work which remained to be done was indeed such as tc 
require the best spirit, energy and discretion, both on his pari 
and on that of the Syracusans. Through long oppression anc 
suffering, the city was so impoverished and desolate, that th( 
market-place (if we were to believe what must be an exaggeratior 
of Plutarch) served as pasture for horses, and as a place of sofl 
repose for the grooms who attended them. Other cities o' 
Sicily exhibited the like evidence of decay, desertion, an( 
poverty. The manifestations of city life had almost ceased ir 
Sicily. Men were afraid to come into the city, which they lef1 
to the despot and his mercenaries, retiring themselves to livt 
on their fields and farms, and shrinking from all acts of citizen 
ship. Even the fields were but half cultivated, so as to product 
nothing beyond bare subsistence. It was the first anxiety o 
Timoleon to revive the once haughty spirit of Syracuse out o 
this depth of insecurity and abasement; to which revival nc 
act could be more conducive than his first proceedings ir 
Ortygia. His next step was to bring together, by invitation~ 
and proclamations everywhere circulated, those exiles who hac 
been expelled, or forced to seek refuge elsewhere, during tht 
recent oppression. Many of these, who had found shelter ir 
various parts of Sicily and Italy, obeyed his summons witt 
glad readiness.1 But there were others, who had fled to Greec< 
or the A<:gean islands, and were out of the hearing of an) 
proclamations from Timoleon. To reach persons thus remote 
recourse was had, by him and by the Syracusans conjointly, tc 
Corinthian intervention. The Syracusans felt so keenly ho\1 
much was required to be done for the secure reorganisation oJ 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 23 ; Diodor. xvi. 83. 
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tl).eir city as a free community, that they eagerly concurred 

ith Timoleon in entreating the Corinthians to undertake, a 
~cond time, the honourable task of founders of Syracuse.1 

Two esteemed citizens, Kephalus and Dionysius, were sent 
om Corinth to co-operate with Timoleon and the Syracusans, 
1 constituting the community anew, on a free and popular 
1sis, and in preparing an amended legislation. 2 These 
)mmissioners adopted, for their main text and theme, the 

ocratical constitution and laws as established by Diokles 
ut seventy years before, which the usurpation of Dionysius 
subverted when they were not more than seven years old. 
halus professed to do'nothing more than revive the laws of 

okles, with such comments, modifications, and adaptations, 
the change of times and circumstances had rendered 

cessary.3 In the laws respecting inheritance and property, 
~ is said to have made no change at all; but unfortunately we 
re left without any information what were the laws of Diokles, 
r how they were now modified. It is certain, however, that 
1e political constitution of Diokles was a democracy, and that 
1eltonstitution as now re-established was democratical also.4 

:eyond this general fact we can assert nothing. 
Though a free popular constitution, however, was absolutely 

!dispensable, and a good constitution a great boon-it was 
ot the only pressing necessity for Syracuse. There was 
iquired, no less an importation of new citizens; and not 
1erely of poor men bringing with them their arms and their 
1dustry, but also of persons in affluent or easy circumstances, 
)mpetent to purchase lands and houses. Besides much 
md ruined or gone out of cultivation, the general poverty of 
1e residents was extreme; while at the same time the public 
Kigencies were considerable, since it was essential, among 
ther things, to provide pay for those very soldiers of Timoleon 
) whom they owed their liberation. The extent of poverty 
·as painfully attested by the fact that they were constrained to 
~11 those public statues which formed the ornaments of 
yracus~ and its temples; a cruel wound to the sentiments 
f every Grecian community. From this compulsory auction, 
owever, they excepted by special vote the statue of Gelon, in 
~stimony of gratitude for his capital victory at Himera over 
1e Carthaginians. 5 

For the renovation of a community thus destitute, new funds 
1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 23. 2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 24. 
3 Diodor. xiii. 35; xvi. 8r. 4 Diodor. xvi. 70. 7C 
6 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 23; Dion. Chrysosto!Jl. Qr•' 1 - fa 
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as well as new men were wanted; and the Corinthians exerted 
themselves actively to procure both. Their first proclamatioo 
was indeed addressed specially to Syracusan exiles, whom 
invited to resume their residence at Syracuse as free 
autonomous citizens under a just allotment of lands. 
caused such proclamation to be publicly made at all the 
Hellenic and local festivals; prefaced by a certified 
that the Corinthians had already overthrown both the 
and the despot-a fact which the notorious presence 
Dionysius himself at Corinth contributed to promulgate 
widely than any formal announcement. They further 
if the exiles would muster at Corinth, to provide 
convoy, and leaders, to Syracuse, free of all cost. The 
of exiles, who profited by the invitation and came to 
though not inconsiderable, was still hardly strong 
enter upon the proposed Sicilian renovation. They 
therefore entreated the Corinthians to invite · · 
from other Grecian cities. It was usually not 
persons disposed to embark in a new settlement, if 1VL'"~'""·• 
under promising circumstances, and effected under the •v,~u-.u,,. 
management of a powerful presiding city.1 There were 
opulent persons anxious to exchange the condition of metics 
an old city for that of full citizens in a new one. Hence the 
more general proclamation now issued by the Corinthians 
attracted numerous applicants, and a large force of colonists 
was presently assembled at Corinth; an aggregate of ro,o~ 
persons, including the Syracusan exiles.2 

When conveyed to Syracuse, by the fleet and under the 
formal sanction of the Corinthian government, these colonists 
found a still larger number there assembled, partly Syracus~ 
exiles, yet principally emigrants from the different cities :!Ill 
Sicily and Italy. The ltalian Greeks, at this time hard pressea 
by the constantly augmenting force of the Lucanians and 
Rruttians, were becoming so unable to defend themselves 
without foreign aid, that several were probably disposed to seek 
other homes. The invitation of Timoleon counted even more 
than that of the Corinthians as an allurement to new-comers
from the unbounded admiration and confidence which he now 

1 Compare the case of the Corinthian proclamation respecting Epi
clamnus, Thucycl. i. 27; the Laceda:monian foundation of Herakleia, 
Thucyd. iii. 93 ; the proclamation of the Battiad Arkesilaus at Samos, for 
a new hody of settlers to Kyren@ (Herodot. iv. 163). 

2 PI reb, Timoleon, c. 23. Diodorus states only 5000 (xvi. 82) as 
com;- -'nth. --....... -· 
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inspired; more especially as he was actually present at Syra
cuse. Accordingly, the total of immigrants from all quarters 
(restored exiles as well as others) to Syracuse in its renovated 
freedom, was not less than 6o,ooo.1 

Nothing can be more mortifying than to find ourselves with
out information as to the manner in which Timoleon and 
Kephalus dealt with this large influx. Such a state of things, 
as it produces many new embarrassments and conflicting 
interests, so it calls for a degree of resource and original 
judgement which furnishes good measure of the capacity of all 
persons concerned, rendering the juncture particularly interest
ing and instructive. Unfortunately we are not permitted to 
know the details. The land of Syracuse is said to have been 
distributed, and the houses to have been sold for rooo talents 
-the large sum of £z3o,ooo. A right of pre~emption was 
allowed to the Syracusan exiles for repurchasing the houses 
formerly their own. As the houses were sold, and that too for 
a considerable price-so we may presume that the lands were 
sold also, and that the incoming settlers did not receive their 
lots gratuitously. But how they were sold, or how much of 
the territory was sold, we are left in ignorance. It is certain, 
however, that the effect of the new immigration was not only 
to renew the force and population of Syracuse, but also to 
furnish relief to the extreme poverty of the antecedent resi
dents. A great deal of new money must thus have been 
brought in. 2 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 23. To justify his statement of this large 
total, Plutarch here mentions (I wish he did so oftener) the author from 
whom he copied it-Athanis, or Athanas. That author was a native 
Syracusan, who wrote a history of Syracusan affairs from the termination 
of the history of Philistus in 363 or 362 B.c., down to the death of 
Timoleon in 337 B.c.; thus including all the proceedings of Dion and 
Timoleon. It is deeply to be lamented that nothing remains of his work 
(Diodor. xv. 94; Fragment. Historic. Grrec. ed. Didot, vol. ii. p. Sr}. 
His name seems to be mentioned in Theopompus (Fr. 212, ed. Didot) as 
joint commander of the Syracusan troops, along with Herakleid@s. 

2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 23. Kd -yevop.evots a.llro!s ~~a.ICL<rp.vplots rb 
11'A1j8os, Ws , A(Javts e'lp?1K:€, -r1,v p.Ev xWpav Bt,VEt!J.e, TO.s 8€ olJClas O:zr€5o-ro 
X<ll.lc.>v Tall.&.vrc.>v, lip.a p.ev {nroll.eLTrop.evos To<s &pxa.lo<s 'lvpa.~<o<rlo<s ~~c.>ve7<r8at 
.,.,);, avrwv' lip.C< a< XP'Y/f.l.t!.Twv .~ ... oplav ... q; a~p.ce P.'Y/XCI.VWp.EVOS oi!rw 'II"EVOp.EV'f' 

«al 1rpbs Tlt71.71.a t<a.l 1rpos 'II"OII.ep.ov, t1J<rT<, &c. 
Diodorus (xvi. 82) affirms that 40,000 new settlers were admitted El~ TtJV 

'lupat<ov<rlav .,.~v Mtalperov, and that, ro,ooo were settled in the fine and 
fertile territory of Agyrium. This latter measure was taken, certainly, 
after the despot of Agyrium had been put down by Timoleon. We should 
have been glad to have an explanation of T~v 'lvpC<t<ov<rlC<v ... ~v &IStalperov: 
in the absence of information, conjecture as to the meaning is vain. 
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Such important changes doubtless occupied a considerable 

time, though we are not enabled to arrange them in months 
or years. In the mean time Timoleon continued to act in 
such a manner as to retain, and even to strengthen, the con
fidence and attachment of the Syracusans. He employed his 
forces actively in putting down and expelling the remaining 
despots throughout the island. He first attacked Hiketas, his 
old enemy, at Leontini ; and compelled him to capitulate, on 
condition of demolishing the fortified citadel, abdicating his 
rule, and living as a private citizen in the town. Leptines, 
despot of Apollonia and of several other neighbouring town
ships, was also constrained to submit, and to embrace the offer 
of a transport to Corinth. 1 

, It appears that the submission of Hiketas was merely a 
feint, to obtain time for strengthening himself by urging the 
Carthaginians to try another invasion of Sicily.2 They were 
the more dis, used to this step, as Timoleon, anxious to relieve 
the Syracu~~ns, sent his soldiers under the Corinthian Dein
archus to find pay and plunder for themselves in the Carthaginian 
possessions near the western corner of Sicily. This invasion, 
while it abundantly supplied the wants of the soldiers, encour· 
aged Entella and several other towns to revolt from Carthage. 
The indignation among the Cartbaginians had been violent, 
when ::VIagon returned after suddenly abandoning the harbour 
of Syracuse to Timoleon. Unable to make his defence satis
factory, Magon only escaped a worse death by suicide, after 
which his dead body was crucified by public order. 3 And the 
Carthaginians now resolved on a fresh effort, to repair their 
honour as well as to defend their territory. 

The effort was made on a vast scale, and with long previous 
preparations. An army said to consist of 7o,ooo men, under 
Hasdrubal and Hamilkar, was disembarked at Lilyb~um, on 
the western corner of the island ; besides which there was a 
fleet of 200 triremes, and rooo attendant vessels carrying pro
visions, warlike stores, engines for sieges, war-chariots with four 
horses, &c. 4 But the most conspicuous proof of earnest effort, 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 24. 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 30. Diodorus (xvi. 72) does not mention that 

Hiketas submitted at all. He states that Timoleon was repulsed in attack
ing Leontini ; and that Hiketas afterwards attacked Syracuse, but was 
repulsed with loss, during the absence of Timoleon in his expedition 
agahtst Leptin@s. 

s Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 24 ; Diodor. xvi. 73· 
4 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 25; Diodor. xvi. 77. They agree in the main 

about the numerical items, and seem to have copied from the same authority. 
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and above numbers and expense, was furnished by the 

•"'~"u"" of no less than Io,ooo native infantry from Carthage; 
clothed with panoplies costly, complete, and far heavier 
ordinary-carrying white shields and wearing elaborate 

tes besides. These men brought to the campaign 
private baggage; splendid goblets and other articles of 

and silver, such as beseemed the rich families of that rich 
The elite of the division-zsoo in number, or one-fourth 

n~•-•--tr.rn-'"" what was called the Sacred Band of Carthage.l 
been already stated, that in general, the Carthaginians 
their military service to be performed by hired foreigners, 

of their own citizens. Hence this army stood par
and appearecl .the more formidable on 

panic, by the mere report, all over 
even Syracuse. The Corinthian troops 

province were obliged to retreat 1 in 
oleon for reinforcement. 

"'"'"'"'"'-'u~ body of immigrants recently domiciliated 
in the cares inseparable from new 

not come prepared to face so terrible a foe. 
·mwleon used e'>;ery effort to stimulate their courage, 

his exhortations met with full apparent response, 
the panic prevailing, that comparatively few would 

to the field. He could assemble no greater total 
men ; including about 3000 Syracusan citizens-

which he had round him at Syracuse-that 
force under Deinarchus, who had been just com

invaders to evacuate the Carthaginian province
such allies as would join.2 His cavalry was about 

number. Nevertheless, in spite of so great an 
Timoleon determined to advance and meet the 

their own province, before they should have carried 
over the territory of Syracuse and her allies. But when 

approached near to the border, within the territory of 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 27 ; Diodor. xvi. So. 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 25; Diodor. xvi. 78. Diodorusgives the total 

of Timoleon's force at 12,000 men; Plut(Lrch at only 6ooo. The larger 
total appears to me most probable, under the circumstances. Plutarch 

I seems to have taken account only of the paid force who were with 

~
Timoleon at Syracuse, and not to have enumerated that other division, 
which, having been sent to ravage the Carthaginian province, had been 
compelled to retire and rejoin Timoleon when the·great Carthaginian host 
landed. 

Diodorus and Plutarch follow in the main the same authorities 
respecting this campaign. 
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Agrigentum, the alarm and mistrust of his army threatened t 
arrest his further progress. An officer among his mercenarie: 
named Thrasius, took advantage of the prevalent feeling t 
raise a mutiny against him, persuading the soldiers that Timoleo 
was madly hurrying them on to certain ruin, against an enem 
six times superior in number, and in a hostile country eigl: 
days' march from Syracuse; so that there would be neithe 
salvation for them in case of reverse, nor interment if the 
were slain. Their pay being considerably in arrear, Thrasiu 
urged them to return to Syracuse for the purpose of extortin 
the money, instead of following a commander, who could nc 
or would not requite them, upon such desperate 
was the success and plausibility of these r"'''"'nm,, 
under the actual discouragement, that they could 
counterworked by all the efforts of Timoleon. N 
ever any conjuncture in which his influence, 
from unbounded personal esteem as from 
with the gods, was so near failing. As it 
ceeded in heartening up and retaining the 
army, yet Thrasius, with 1ooo of the mercenaries, 
returning, and actually did return, to Syracuse. 
Timoleon was obliged to send an order along with 
authorities at home, that these men must Immt~m;ar 
all cost, receive their arrears of pay. The 
succeeded in his efforts to retain the rest, after 
mutineers a lot which seemed so much safer and m 
Thrasius, a brave man, having engaged in the 
Phokians Philomelus and Onomarchus, had been 
in the pillage of the Delphian temple, which drew 
the aversion of the Grecian world.l How many of 
seceding soldiers, who now followed him to Syracuse, 
partners in the same sacrilegious act, we cannot tell. 
is certain that they were men who had taken service 
Timoleon in hopes of a period, not merely of fighting, but 
of lucrative licence, such as his generous regard for the settlec 
inhabitants would not permit. 

Having succeeded in keeping up the spirits of his remainin! 
army, and affecting to treat the departure of so many coward: 
as a positive advantage, Timoleon marched on westward intc 
the Carthaginian province, until he approached within a shor 
distance of the river Krimesus, a stream which rises in tht 
mountainous region south of Panormus (Palermo), runs near!~ 
southward, and falls into the sea near Selinus. Some mules 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 30. 
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some mercenaries intermingled, were on the two wings; whill_ 
he himself, with the Syracusans and the best of the mercenaries, 
occupied the centre. Demaretus with his cavalry was ordered 
to assail the Carthaginians f,rst, before tl!ey could form regularly. 
But the chariots in their front, protecting the greater part of th,; 
line, left him only the power of getting at them partially througi1 
the vacant intervals. Timoleon, soon perceiving that his 
cavalry accomplished little, recalled them and ordered them to 
charge on the flanks, while he himself, with all the force of his 
infantry, undertook to attack in front. Accordingly, seizing his 
shield from the attendant, he marched forward in advance, 
calling aloud to the infantry around to be of good cheer anc' 
follow. Never had his voice been heard so predominant am 
heart-stirring : the effect of it was powerfully felt on the spirits 
of all around, who even believed that they heard a god speaking 
along with him.1 Re-echoing his shout emphatically,. thf) 
marched forward to the charge with the utmost alacrity-in 
compact order, and under the sound of trumpets. _ 

The infantry were probably able to evade or break through 
the bulwark of interposed chariots with greater ease than the 
cavalry, though Plutarch does not tell us how this was done. 
Timoleon and his soldiers then came into close and furious 
contest with the chosen Carthaginian infantry, who resisted with 
a courage worthy of their reputation. Their vast shields, iron 
breastplates, and brazen helmets (forming altogether armour 
heavier than was worn usually even by Grecian hoplites), 
enabled them to repel the spear-thrusts of the Grecian assailants, 
who were compelled to take to their swords, and thus tc, 
procure themselves admission within the line of Carthaginian 
spears, so as to break their ranks. Such use of swords is what: 
we rarely read of in a Grecian battle. Though the contest was 
bravely maintained by the Carthaginians, yet they were too 
much loaded with armour to admit of anything but fighting 
in a dense mass. They were already losing their front rank 
warriors, the picked men of the whole, and beginning to fight 
at a disadvantage-when the gods, yet further befriending 
Timoleon, set the seal to their discomfiture by an intervention 

diately before this battle, an harangue which Polybius pronounces to be 
al.surd and unsuitable (Tim;;eus, Fr. 134, ed. Didot; Polyb. xii. 26 a). 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 27. 'Ava.'A.a.f!,iJ"' .,.:ry, acnr!oa tca.l (3of)cra.s lrecr6a.1· 

tca.l 6a.ppeiv Tols re(oi's filo~w lnrep<t>v<i '{>wvp tca.l p.•i(ov& ICexp~cr~a& Toil 
cruv-IJIIous, .r.,.. Trj! rl6e& 7rapa TOV a')'wva leal TOV ~v6ouCT<avp.ov o5Tw O<a.
TEWdp.evos, eL'Te ~a.tp.ovlov Ttv6s, &s -ro7s 1roi\i\oi's- 7&Te 7ra.pluT?J,· 
uuo<7r<•B•'l'Ea.p.lvo~ 
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fmanifest and terrific.1 A storm of the most violetlt character 
began. The hill-tops were shrouded in complete darkness ; 
the wind blew a hurricane ; rain and hail poured abundantly, 
with all the awful accompaniments of thunder and lightning. 
To the Greeks, this storm was of little inconvenience, because 
it came on their backs. But to the Carthaginians, pelting as 
it did directly in their faces, it occasioned both great suffering 
arid soul-subduing alarm. The rain ·and hail beat, and the 
lightning flashed, in their faces, so that they could not see 
to deal with hostile combatants : the noise of the wind, and 
of hail rattling against their armour, prevented the orders of 
their officers from being heard : the folds of their voluminous 
military tunics were surcharged with rain-water, so as to 
embarrass their movements: the ground presently became so 
muddy that they could not keep their footing; and when they 
once slipped, the weight oftheir equipment forbade all recovery. 
The Greeks, comparatively free from inconvenience, and 
encouraged by the evident disablement of their enemies, pressed 
them with redoubled energy. At length, when the four hundred 
1front rank men of the Carthaginians had perished by a brave 
death in their places, the rest of the Whiteshields turned their 
backs and sought relief in flight. But flight, too, was all but 
impossible. They encountered their own troops in the rear 
advancing up, and trying to cross the Krimesus; which river 
.itself was becoming every minute fuller and more turbid, through 
~he violent rain. The attempt to recross was one of such 
unspeakable confusion, that numbers perished in the torrent. 
Dispersing in total rout, the whole Carthaginian army thought 
only of escape, leaving their camp and baggage a prey to the 
!victors, who pursued them across the river and over the hills 
on the other side, inflicting prodigious slaughter. In this 
pursuit the cavalry of Timoleon, not very effective during the 
battle, rendered excellent service : pressing the fugitive Cartha
ginians one over another in mass, and driving them, overloaded 
with their armour, into mud and water, from whence they 
could not get clear.2 

No victory in Grecian history was ever more complete than 
that ofTimoleon at the Krimesus. Ten thousand Carthagiriians 
are said to have been slain, and fifteen thousand made prisoners. 
Upon these numbers no stress is to be laid; but it is certain 
that the total of both must have been very great. Of the war-

o 
1 Diodor. xvi. 79· n<p<ey.!vovTo -yi't.p &.v<h'll'icr.Tws TWV 'II'Ohep.lwv, ov p.ovov 

~~(,. Tlis /~las &.v~pa-ya9[as, a}..}..aKal llta; Tt)ll TWV 6<wv crvv<poylav. 
2 Plutawh, Timoleon, c. 27, 28; Diodor. xvi. 79, So. 
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chariots, many were broken during the action, and all tha 
remained, 200 in number, fell into the hands of the victor; 
But that which rendered the loss most serious, and most pain 
fully felt at Carthage, was, that it fell chiefly upon the nativ 
Carthaginian troops, and much less upon the foreign mercen 
aries. It is even said that the Sacred Battalion of Carthagt 
comprising 2 soo soldiers belonging to the most considerabl 
families in Carthage, were all slain to a man ; a statement 
doubtless, exaggerated, yet implying a fearful real destruction 
Many of these soldiers purchased safe escape by throwing awa: 
their ornamented shields and costly breastplates, which thc 
victors picked up in great numbers-rooo breastplates, and no 
less than ro,ooo shields. Altogether, the spoil collected wa 
immense-in arms, in baggage, and in gold and silver from th• 
plundered camp; occupying the Greeks so long in the work o 
pursuit and capture, that they did not find time to erect thei 
trophy until the third day after the battle. Timoleon left th< 
chief part of the plunder, as well as most part of the prisoners 
in the hands of the individual captors, who enriched themselve 
amply by the day's work. Yet there still remained a large tota 
for the public Syracusan chest ; sooo prisoners, and a miscel 
laneous spoil of armour and precious articles, piled up i1 
imposing magnificence around the general's tent.! 

The Carthaginian fugitives did not rest until they reachet 
Lilyb:.:eum. And even there, such was their discouragemen 
-so profound their conviction that the wrath of the gods wa 
upon them-that they could scarcely be induced to go 01 

shipboard for the purpose of returning to Carthage ; persuade< 
as they were that if once caught out at sea, the gods in thei 
present displeasure would never let them reach land. 2 A 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 29; Diodor. xvi. So, Sr. 
2 Diodor. xvi. Sr. TocraV'T'I) li' <tU'TOVS IC<t'Tci-n:!I.'I)~IS ~eal oeos IC<t'TELXEP, wcr-r 

f'~ 'TO!I.f'~P els Td.s vails Ef'fJalvecv, !-'1)0' a11"011"ii.ELP eis Thv At{JV'I)P, WS 0' (,. 'T h 
'T~P 6e~v a!l.ii.O'Tptd'T'I)'Ta 7rpbs <tU'TOVS 67rb 'TOV A<fJVICOV 11"E!I.~ 
-yovs IC<t'T<t7r061)crop.,vovs. Compare the account of the religious terre 
of the Carthaginians, after their defeat by Agathokles (Diodor. xx. 14). 

So, in the argument between Andokides and his accusers, before th 
Dikastery at Athens-the accusers contend that Andokides clearly do< 
not believe in the gods, because, after the great impiety which he has con 
mit ted, he has still not been afraid afterwa•ds to make sea vcyages (Lysia, 
cont. Andokid. s. 19). 

On the other hand, Andokides himself argues triumphantly, from th 
fact of his having passed safely through sea voyages in the winter, that h 
is not an object of displeasure to the gods. 

'' If the gods thought that I had wronged them, they would not hav 
omitted to punish me, when they caught me in the greatest danger. Fe 
what danger can be greater than a sea voyage in winter-time? The goc' 
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Carthage itself also, the sorrow and depression was unparalleled : 
sorrow private as well as public, from the loss of so great a 
number of principal citizens. It was even feared that the 
victorious Timoleon would instantly cross the sea and attack 
Carthage on her own soil. Immediate efforts were however 
made to furnish a fresh army for Sicily, composed of foteign 
mercenaries with few or no native citizens. Giskon, the son 
of Hanno, who passed for their most energetic citizen, was 
recalled from exile, and directed to get together this new 

I armament. · 
The subduing impression of the wrath of the gods, under 

which the Carthaginians laboured, arose from the fact that 
their defeat had been owing not less to the terrific storm, than 
to the arms of Timoleon. Conversely, in regard to Timoleon 
himself, the very same fact produced an impression of awe
striking wonder and envy. If there were any sceptics who 

1' doubted before either the reality of special interventions by the 
r gods, or the marked kindness which determined the gods to 
\ send such interventions to the service of Timoleon-the victory 
1 of the Krimesus must have convinced them. The storm, alike 
' violent and opportune, coming at the back of the Greeks and 
in the faces of the Carthaginians, was a manifestation of divine 
favour scarcely less conspicuous than those vouchsafed to 
Diomedes or ..t'Eneas in the Iliad.l And the sentiment thus 

1 
had then both my life and my property in their power; and yet they pre
served me. Was it not then open to them so to manage, as that I should 

. not even obtain interment for my body? . • . . Have the gods then pre
! served me from the dangers of sea and pirates, merely to let me perish at 
Athens by the act of my villainous accuser Kephisius? No, Dikasts; the 
dangers of accusation and trial are human; but the dangers encountered at 
sea are divine. If therefore we are to surmise about the sentiments of the 

:gods, I think they will be extremely displeased and angry, if they see a 

lman, whom they themselves have preserved, destroyed by others" (Ando
kides, De Mysteriis, s. 137-139). 'E-ycl. ,u.&v oliv 1,-yoiip.at xp~vat vo,u.i(<w 

fToVs -rowVTous 1Ctv81)11ovs &v8pw1rlvovs, -robs~~ KaT£\ 8&Aa.U'ua.v Oelovs. 
Et11'Ep oliv oei' -ra -rii!v 8eii!v {nrovoei'v, ?I'OAV tl:v au-robs olp.at l-yw op-yi(ea'8at 1<al 
&.')'cWa.h:TeLv, el ToOs {Hj:/ Eau-r&v U!.!)(O!J.Evous; {nr' lt.Ai\wv &.7roAJ\v}J-Ivovs Oprpev. 
' Compare Plutarch, Paul. Emil. c. 36. MdA.ta'-ra 1<a-ra 11'A.oiiv Ui<5i<w 
Tt]JI ,U.<Taf)oAfJV TOU oaip.ovos, &c. 

1 Claudian, De Tertio Consulatu Honorii, v. 93· 
ft..,, "Te propter, gelidis Aquilo de monte proceli:s 

Obruit adversas acies, revolutaque tela 
Vertit in auctores, et turbine reppulit hastas. 
0 nimium dilecte Deo, cui fundit ab antris 
.JEolus armatas hyemes; cui militat rether, 
Et conjurati veniunt ad classica venti." 

Compare a passage in the speech of Thrasybulus, Xenoph. Hellen. ii. 
~~~ ' 
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raised towards Timoleon- ~or rather previous! y raised, and now 
yet further confirmed-- -became blended with that genuine 
admiration which he had richly earned by his rapid and well
conducted movements, as wdl as by a force of character 
striking enough to uphold, under the most critical circum
stances, the courage of a desponding army. His victory at th~ 
Krim~sus, like his victory at Adranum, was gained mainly by 
that extreme speed in advance, which brought him upon ar1 
unprepared enemy at a vulnerable moment. And the news ol 
it which he despatched at once to Corinth,-accoml?anied wit! 
a cargo of showy Carthaginian shields to decorate the Corin 
thian temples, -diffused throughout Central Greece both jm 
for the event and increased honour to his name, comrnemorate< 
by the inscription attached~" The Corinthians and the genera 
Timoleon, after liberating the Sicilian Greeks from the Cartha 
ginians, have dedicated these shields as offering!; of gratitud< 
to the gods." 1 

Leaving most of his paid troops to carry on war in th< 
Carthaginian province, Timoleon conducted his Syracusan· 
home. His first proceeding was, at once to dismiss Thrasiu 
with the rooo paid soldiers who had deserted him before th' 
battle. He commanded them to quit Sicily, allowing then 
only twenty-four hours to depart from Syracuse itself. Probabl: 
under the circumstances, they were not less anxious to ;.;o awa: 
than he wa~ to dismiss them. But they wt.:nt away only t• 
destruction; for having crossed the Strait of :Vlessina an< 
taken possession of a maritime site in Italy on the southen 
sea, the Bruttians of the inland entrapped them by profession 
of simulated friendship, and slew them all.2 

Timoleon had now to deal with two Grecian enemies
Hiketas and Mamerkus-the despots of Leontini and Katam 
By the extraordinary rapidity of his movements, he had crushe• 
the great inva0ing host of Carthage, before it came into cc 
operation with these two allies. Both now wrote in terror t· 
Carthage, soliciting a new armament, as indispensable for thei 
secunty not less than for the Carthaginian interest in th 
island; Timoleon being the common enemy of both. Present! 
Giskon son of Hanna, having been recalled on purpose out c 
banishment, arrived from Carthage with a considerable force
seventy triremes, and a body of Grecian mercenaries. It wa 
rare for the Carthaginians to em1Aoy Grecian mercenaries; bt: 
the battle of the Krimesus is said to have persuaded them tha 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 29; Diodor. xvi. 8o. 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 30 ; Diodor. xvi. 82. 
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· there were no soldiers to be compared to Greeks. The force 
of Giskon was apparently distributed partly in the Carthaginian 
province at the western angle .of the island-partly in the 
neighbourhood of Myla: and Messene on the north-east, where 
Mamerkus joinea him with the troops of I<;.atana. Messene 
appears to have recently fallen under the power of a despot 
named Rippon, who acted as their ally. To both points 
Timoleon despatched a portion of his mercenary force, without 
going himself in command; on both, his troops at first .experi
enced partial defeats; two divisions of them, one comprising 
four hundred men, being cut to pieces. But such partial 
reverses were, in the religious appreciation of the time, proofs 
more conspicuous than ever of. the peculiar favour shown by 
the gods towards Timoleon. For the soldiers thus slain had 
been concerned in the pillage of the Delphian temple, and 
were th.erefore marked out for the divine wrath ; but the gods 
suspended the sentence during the time when the soldiers 
were serving under Timoleon in person, in order that he might 
not be the sufferer; and executed it now. in his absence, when 
execution would occasion the least possible inconvenience to 
him.1 

Mamerkus and Hiketas, however, not adopting this inter
pretation of their recent successes against Timoleon, were 
full of hope and confidence. The . former dedicated the 
shields of the slain mercenaries to the gods, with an inscrip
tion of insolent triumph : the latter-taking advantage of the 
absence of Timoleon, who had made an expedition against a 
place not far off called Kalauria-undertook an inroad into 
the Syracusan territory. Not content with inflicting great 
o.amage and carrying off an ample booty, Hiketas, in returning 
home, insulted Timoleon and the small force along with him 
by passing immediately under the walls of Kalauria. Suffering 
him to pass by, Timoleon pursued, though his force consisted 
only of cavalry and light troops, with few or no hoplites. He 
found Hiketas posted on the farther side of the Damurias; a 
river with rugged banks and a ford of considerable difficulty. 
Yet notwithstanding this good defensive position, the troops of 

imoleon were so impatient to attack, and each of his cavalry 
officers was so anxious to be first in the charge, that he was 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 30. 'E~ iliv ~tal p.a}l.<u-ra -r~v T<p.o}l.lov-ros eb-rv
(av crvvlf3'1J 'Y•vtcrBal o~eiwvp.ov • . • • • T~v pJv oliv 1rpbs Ttp.oA.lowra 'TWV 

EWV evp.lVEiaP, DUX ~TTOV lV afs 7rp0ctE1<pOVUE 7rpcf.~eULV 1) 7rEpl as l<aTWp6ov, 
aup.&.(eu8at UVPef3aWEII. ' 

Compare Plutarch, De Seril. Num. Vind. p. 552 F. 
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obliged to decide the priority by lot. The attack was the1 
valiantly made, and the troops of Hiketas completely defeated 
One thousand of them were slain in the action, while th' 
remainder only escaped by flight and throwing away of thei 
shields.1 

It was now the turn of Timoleon to attack Hiketas in hi 
own domain of Leontini. Here his usual good fortune followe< 
him. The soldiers in garrison-either discontented with th• 
behaviour of Hiketas at the battle of the Damurias, or awt~ 
struck with that divine favour which waited on Timoleon~
mutinied and surrendered the place into his hands; and no 
merely the place, but also Hiketas himself in chains, with hi 
son Eupolemus, and his general Euthymus, a man of singula 
bravery as well as a victorious athlete at the games. All thre• 
were put to death; Hiketas and his son as despots an< 
traitors; and Euthymus, chiefly in consequence of insultin1 
sarcasms against the Corinthians, publicly uttered at Leontini 
The wife and daughters of Hiketas were conveyed as prisoner 
to Syracuse, where they were condemned to death by public 
vote of the Syracusan assembly. This vote was passed iJ 
express revenge for the previous crime of Hiketas, in puttin1 
to death the widow, sister, and son, of Dion. Though TimoleOJ 
might probably have saved the unfortunate women by a stron1 
exertion of influence, he did not interfere. The general feelin1 
of the people accounted this cruel, but special retaliation, righ 
under the circumstances ; and Timoleon, as he could not have 
convinced them of the contrary, so he did not think it righ 
to urge them to put their feeling aside as a simple satisfactior 
to him. Yet the act leaves a deserved stain upon a reputatior 
such as his. 2 The women were treated on both sides a 
adjective beings, through whose lives revenge was to be taker 
against a political enemy. 

Next came the turn of Mamerkus, who had assembled nea 
Katana a considerable force, strengthened by a body o 
Carthaginian allies under Giskon. He was attacked an< 
defeated by Timoleon near the river Abolus, with a loss o 
zooo men, many of them belonging to the Carthaginiar 
division. We know nothing but the simple fact of this battle 
which probably made serious impression upon the Cartha 
ginians, since they speedily afterwards sent earnest proposition 
for peace, deserting their Sicilian allies. Peace was according!: 
concluded ; on terms however which left the Carthaginim 
dominion in Sicily• much the same as it had been at the en< 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 31. 2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 33· 
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of the reign of the elder Dionysius, as well as at the landing of 
Dion in Sicily.1 The line of separation was fixed at the river 
Halykus, or Lykus, which flows into. the southern sea near 
Herakleia Minoa, and formed the western boundary of the 
territory of Agrigentum. All westward of the Halykus was 
recognised as Carthaginian; but it was stipulated that if any 
Greeks within that territory desired to emigrate and become 
inmates of Syracuse, they should be allowed freely to come 
with their families and their property. It was further cove
nanted that all the territory eastward of the Halykus should be 
considered not only as Greek, but as free Greek, distributed 
among so many free cities, and exempt from despots; And 
the Carthaginians formally covenanted that they would neither 
aid, nor adopt as ally, any Grecian despot in Sicily.2 In the 
first treaty concluded by the elder Dionysius with the Cartha
ginians, it had been stipulated by an express article that the 
Syracusans should be subject to him.3 Here is one of the 
many contrasts between Dionysius and Timoleon. 

Having thus relieved himself from his most formidable 
enemy, Timoleon put a speedy end to the war in other parts of 
the island. Mamerkus in fact de~paired of further defence 
without foreign aid. He crossed over with a squadron into 
Italy to ask for the introduction of a Lucanian army into 
Sicily; 4 which he might perhaps have obtained, since that 
warlike nation were now very powerful-had not his own 
seamen abandoned him, and carried back their vessels to 
Katana, surrendering both the city ;md themselves to Timoleon. 
The same thing, and even more, had been done a little before 
by the troops of Hiketas at Leontini, who had even delivered 
up Hiketas himself as prisoner ; so powerful, seemingly, was 
the ascendency exercised by the name of Timoleon, with the 
prestige of his perpetual success. Mamerkus could now find 
no refuge except at Messene, where he was welcomed by the 
despot Rippon. But Timoleon speedily came thither with a 
force ample enough to besiege Messene by land and by sea. 

' 1 Diodor. xv. 17. Minoa (Herakleia) was a Carthaginian possession 
. when Dion landed (Plutarch, Dion, c. 25). 

Cornelius Nepos (Timoleon, c. 2) states erroneously, that the Cartha
ginians were completely expelled from Sicily by Timoleon. 

2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 34 ; Diodor. xvi. 82 . 
• ' 3 Diodor. xiii. II4. . 
' 4 Cornelius Nepos (Timoleon, c. 2) calls Mamerkus an Italian general 
: who had come into Sicily to aid the despots. It is possible enough that he 

may have been an Italiot Greek; for he must have been a Greek, from the 
manner in which Plutarch speaks of his poetical compositions. 
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After a certain length of resistance, 1 the town was surrendered 
to him, whik Hippon tried to make his escape secretly on ship
board. But he was captured and brought back into the midst 
of the Messenian population, who, under a sentiment of bitter 
hatred and vengeance, planted him in the midst of the crowded 
theatre and there put him to death with insult, summoning all 
the boys from school into tb~ theatre to witness what was 
considered an elevating scene. :Mamerkus, without attempting 
escape, surrendered himself prisoner to Timoleon ; only stipu
lating that his fate should be determined by the Syracusan 
assembly after a fair hearing, but that Timoleon himself should 
say nothing to his disfavour. He was accordingly brought to 
Syracuse, and placed on his trial before the assembled people, 
whom he addressed in an elaborate discourse; probably skil
fully composed, since he is said to have possessed considerable 
talent as a poet.2 But no eloquence could surmount the rooted 
aversion entertained by the Syracusans for his person and 
character. Being heard with murmurs, and seeing that he had 
no chance of obtaining a favourable verdict, he suddenly threw 
aside his garment, and rushed with violent despair against one 
of the stone seats, head foremost, in hopes of giving himself a 
fatal blow. But not succeeding in this attempted suicide, he 
was led out of the theatre and executed like a robber.3 

Timoleon had now nearly accomplished his confnmed 
purpu~e of extirpating every despotism in Sicily. There 
remained yet Nikodemus as despot at Kentoripa, and Apollo
niades at Agyrium. Both of these he speedily dethroned or 
expelled, restoring the two cities to the condition of free com
munities. He also expelled from the town of A:<:tna those 
Campanian mercenaries who had been planted there by the 
elder Dionysius. 4 In this way did he proceed until there 
remained only free communities, without a single despot, in 
the Grecian portion of Sicily. 

Of the details of his proceedings our scanty information 
permits us to say but little. But the great purpose with which 
he had started from Corinth was now achieved. After having 
put down all the other despotisms in Sicily, there remained for 
him but one further triumph--the noblest and rarest of all-- to 
lay down his own. This he performed without any delay, 
immediately on returning to Syracuse from his military pro
ceedings. Congratulating the Syracusans on the triumphant 
consummation already attained, he entreated them to dispense 

I Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 37· 
s Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 34· 

2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 31. 
4 Diodor. xvi. 82. 
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with his further services as sole commander; the rather as his 
eyesight was now failing. 1 It is probable enough that this 
demand was at first refused, and that he was warmly requested 
to retain his functions; but if such was the fact, he did not the 
less persist, and the people, willing or not, acceded. We ought 
further to note, that not only did he resign his generalship, but 
he resigned it at once and immediately, after the complete 
execution of his proclaimed purpose, to emancipate the Sicilian 
Greeks from foreign enemies as well as from despot-enemies; 
just as, on first acquiring possession of Syracuse, he had begun 
his authoritative career, without a moment's delay, by ordering 
the demolition of the Dionysian stronghold, and the construc
tion of a court of justice in its place.2 By this instantaneous 
proceeoing he forestalled the growth of that suspicion which 
delay would assuredly have raised, and for which the free 
communities of Greece had in general such ample reason. 
And it is not the least of his many merits, that while conscious 
of good intentions himself, he had also the good sense to see 
that others could not look into his bosom; that all their pre
sumptions, except what were created by his own conduct, 
would be derived from men worse than him-and therefore 
unfavourable. Hence it was necessary for him to be prompt 
and forward, even to a sort of ostentation, in exhibiting the 
amplest positive proof of his real purposes, so as to stifle 
beforehand the growth of suspicion. 

He was now a private citizen of Syracuse, having neither 
paid soldiers under his command nor any other public function. 
As a reward for his splendid services, the Syracus::ms voted to 
him a house in the city, and a landed property among the best 
in the neighbourhood. Here he fixed his residence, sending 
for his wife and family to Corinth.3 

Yet though Timoleon had renounced every species of official 
authority, and all means of constraint, his influence as an 
adviser over the judgement, feelings, and actions, not only of 
Syracusans, but of Sicilians generally, was as great as ever; 
perhaps greater-because the fact of his spontaneous resigna
tion gave him one title more to confidence. Rarely is it 
allowed to mortal man, to establish so transcendent a claim to 
confidence and esteem as Timoleon now presented ; upon so 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 37· '!l.s li~ ~1ravf]ll.8ev els :t.vpaKoticras, ~bells 
&1ro8lcr8at Thv 1-'ovapx!av Kal 7rapatTetcr8at Tolls 7rol\[Tas, TWV 7rpa')'p.rf.Twv els 
TO t<dl\l\tCTTOJI -I)K6VTWV 'rEADS. 

2 Plutarch, !. c. Eb81J s &.1roeEcr8a• Thv p.ovapx!av: compare c. 22. 
8 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 36. 
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many different grounds, and with so little of alloy or abatement. 
To possess a counsellor whom every one reverenced, without 
suspicions or fears of any kind-who had not only given con
spicuous proofs of uncommon energy combined with skilful 
management, but enjoyed besides, in a peculiar degree, the 
favour of the gods-was a benefit unspeakably precious to the 
Sicilians at this juncture. For it was now the time when not 
merely Syracuse, but other cities of Sicily also, were aiming to 
strengthen their reconstituted free communities by a fresh 
supply of citizens from abroad. During the sixty years which 
had elapsed since the first formidable invasion wherein the 
Carthaginian Hannibal had conquered Selinus, there had been 
a series of causes all tending to cripple and diminish, and none 
to renovate, the Grecian population of Sicily. The Cartha
ginian attacks, the successful despotism of the first Dionysius, 
and the disturbed reign of the second,-all contributed to the 
same result. About the year 352-351 B.c., Plato (as has been 
already mentioned) expresses his fear of an extinction of 
Hellenism in Sicily, giving place before Phenician or Cam
panian force. 1 And what was a sad possibility, even in 352 ~ 
351 B.c.-had become nearer to a probability in 344 B.c., 
before Timoleon landed, in the then miserable condition of the 
island. 

His unparalleled success and matchless personal behaviour, 
combined with the active countenance of Corinth without
had completely turned the tide. In the belief of all Greeks, 
Sicily was now a land restored to Hellenism and freedom, but 
requiring new colonists as well to partake, as to guard, these 
capital privileges. The example of colonisation, under the 
auspices of Corinth, had been set at Syracuse, and was speedily 
followed elsewhere, especially at Agrigentum, Gela, and 
Kamarina. All these three cities had suffered cruelly during 
those formidable Carthaginian invasions which immediately 
preceded the despotism of Dionysius at Syracuse. They had 
had no opportunity, during the continuance of the Dionysian 
dynasty, even to make up what they had then lost; far less to 
acquire accessions from without. At the same time all three 
(especially Agrigentum) recollected their former scale of 
opulence and power, as it had stood prior to 407 n.c. It was 
with eagerness therefore that they availed themselves of the 
new life and security imparted to Sicily by the career of 
Timoleon, to replenish their exhausted numbers ; by recalling 
those whom former suffering had driven away, and by inviting 

1 Plato, Epistol. viii. p. 353 F. 
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fresh colonists besides. Megellus and Pheristus, citizens of 
Elea on the southern coast of Italy (which was probably at this 
time distressed by the pressure of Lucanians from the interior), 
conducted a colony to Agrigentum : Gorgus, from Keos, went 
with another band to Gela : in both cases, a proportion of 
expatriated citizens returned among them. Kamarina, too, 
and Agyrium received large accessions of inhabitants. The 
inhabitants of Leontini are said to have removed their habitations 
to Syracuse; a statement difficult to understand, and probably 
only partially true, as the city and its name still continued to exist. I 

Unfortunately the proceedings of Timoleon come before us 
(through Diodorus and Plutarch) in a manner so vague and 
confused, that we can rarely trace the sequence or assign the 
date of particular facts. 2 But about the general circumstances, 
with their character and bearing, there is no room either for 
mistake or doubt. That which rhetors and sophists like 
Lysias had preached in their panegyrical harangues 3-that for 
which Plato sighed, in the epistles of his old age-commending 
it, after Dion's death, to the surviving partisans of Dion, as 
having, been the unexecuted purpose of their departed leader
the renewal of freedom and Hellenism throughout the island
was now made a reality under the auspices of Timoleon. The 
houses, the temples, the walls, were rescued from decay; the 
lands from comparative barrenness. For it was not merely his 
personal reputation and achievements which constituted the 
main allurement to new colonists, but also his superintending 
advice which regulated their destination when they arrived. 
Without the least power of constraint, or even official dignity, 
he was consulted as a sort of general CEkist or Patron-Founder, 
by the affectionate regard of the settlers in every part of Sicily. 
The distribution or sale of lands, the modification required in 
existing laws an~ customs, the new political constitutions, &c., 
were all submitted to his review. No settlement gave satisfac
tion, except such as he had pronounced or approved; none 
which he had approved, was contested.4 

1 Diodor. xvi. 65, 82 ; Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 35· 
• Eight years elapsed from the time when Timoleon departed with his 

expedition from Corinth to the time. of his death; from 345-344 B.c. to 
337-336 B.C. (Diodorus, xvi. go; Plutarch, TimJleon, c. 37). 

The battle of the Krimesus is assigned by Diodorus to 340 B.C. But as 
to the other military achievements of Timoleon in Sicily, Diodorus and 
Plutarch are neither precise, nor in accordance with each other. 

3 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 37· M6vos, ~</>' lls ol cro<f>uTTa.l ilta Twv l\.67"'" Twv 
7ro.vrryvpt1Ci;w &el 7rape1o.f.A.ovv 7rp&~ets ToUs uEA.:>,:nvas, iv a.lrrats &ptcr-rr::Vcras, &c. 

4 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 35~ ors o!J p.6vov ltcr<f>6.llEta.v ~" 'II'Olltp.ov TOUOVTOV 
G2 
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In the situation in which Sicily was now placed, it is clear 

that numberless matters of doubt and difficulty would inevitably 
arise ; that the claims and interests of pre-existing residents, 
returning exiles and new immigrants, would often be conflict
ing; that the rites and customs of different fractions composing 
the new whole, might have to be modified for the sake of 
mutual harmony; that the settlers, coming from oligarchies 
as well as democracies, might bring with them different ideas 
as to the proper features of a political constitution; that the 
apportionment or sale of lands, and the adjustment of old 
debts, presented but too many chances of angry dispute; that 
there were, in fact, a thousand novelties in the situation, which 
could not be determined either by precedent, or by any 
peremptory rule, but must be left to the equity of a supreme 
arbitrator. Here then the advantages were unspeakable of 
having a man like Timoleon to appeal to ; a man not only 
really without sinister bias, but recognised by every one as 
being so ; a man whom every one loved, trusted, and was 
grieved to offend ; a man who sought not to impose his own 
will upon free communities, but addressed them as freemen, 
building only upon their reason and sentiments, and carrying 
out in all his recommendations of detail those instincts of free 
f"/eech, universal vote, and equal laws, which formed the germ 

political obligation in the minds of Greeks generally. It 
w 'd have been gratifying to know how Timoleon settled the 
rna.. new and difficult questions which must have been 
submitted to him as referee. There is no situation in human 
society so valuable to study, as that in which routine is of 
necessity broken through, and the constructive facu!ties called 
into active exertion. Nor was there ever perhaps throughout 
Grecian history, a simultaneous colonisation, and simultaneous 
recasting of political institutions, more extensive than that 
which now took place in Sicily. Unfortunately we are per
mitted to know only the general fact, without either the charm 
or the instruction which would have been presented by the 
details. Timoleon was, in Sicily, that which Epaminondas 
had been at the foundation of Messene and Megalopolis, 
though with far greater power : and we have to deplore the 
Kal ')'a/l.t}VT/Jf /3puOp.fVO!$ 1rapei:xev, a/1./l.a teal 'Tif/1./l.a 7raparTI<EUarTaS teal <J'Vp.rrpo• 
liup.1j0els l1>rr11'ep oliC!IT'T'I/S 1)-ya11'a'To. Kal 'TW71 li/1./l.wv a~ lltaKElf'EVWV ~p.olws 
-rrp~s a.VT&v, oV 'tf'Ol\.Ep.ou TtS J\.lnns, oU v&p.oov e'crts, oU xJJpas ICO.TOtiCtUp.&s, oV 11"0At

'T<ias lluf.Ta~"' ~ll&~<•• ~ea/l.ws txew, ~s ~J<iivos P-h 1r;;ou:i!J;a<'TO P-1/0~ J<aTaJrorTP-~
u«;v, &rr1rep tp')''f' 11'Ul!T<AOVJ-LEV<f 0'1/J-LIOUp')'bS ~m0e[s 'TWa x:(pw lieotp</l.ij Kal 
wperro <HTCW. 

Compare Cornelius Nepos, Timoleon, c. 3· 
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like ignorance respecting the detail proceedings of both these 
great men. 

But though the sphere of Timoleon's activity was co-extensive 
with Sicily, his residence, his citizenship, and his peculiar 
interests and duties were at Syracuse. That city, like most of 
the other Sicilian towns, had been born anew, with a numerous 
body of settlers and altered political institutions. I have 
already mentioned that Kephalus and others, invited from 
Corinth by express vote of the Syracusans, had re-established 
the democratical institution of Diokles, with suitable modifica
tions. The new era of liberty was marked by the establishment 
of a new sacred office, that of Amphipolus or Attendant Priest 
of Zeus Olympius ; an office changed annually, appointed by 
lot (doubtless under some conditions of qualification which 
are not made known to us 1), and intended, like the Archon 
Eponymus at Athens, as the recognised name to distinguish 
each Syracusan year. In this work of constitutional reform, as 
well as in all the labours and adjustments connected with the 
new settlers, Timoleon took a prominent part. But so soon as 
the new constitution was consummated and set at work, he 
declined undertaking any specific duties or exercising any 
powers under it. Enjoying the highest measure of public 
esteem, and loaded with honorary and grateful vot~s from the 
people, he had the wisdom as well as the virtue to prefer living 
as a private citizen; a resolution doubtless promoted by his 
increasing failure of eyesight, which presently became total 
blindness.2 He dwelt in the house assigned to him by public 
vote of the people, which he had conse~rated to the Holy God, 
and within which he had set apart a chapel to the goddess 
Automatia,-the goddess under whose auspices blessings and 
glory came as it were of themselves. 8 To this goddess he 
offered sacrifice, as the great and. constant patroness who had 
accompanied him from Corinth all through his proceedings in 
Sicily. 

By refusing the official prominence tendered to him, and by 
keeping away from the details of public life, Timoleon escaped 

1 Diodor. xvi. 70; Cicero in Verrem, ii. 51. 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 37· 
3 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 36. 'E1rl o~ T~s el.das lepov Uipucr&p.evos 

AOTop.aT[as ~8vcrev, a.vT:ryV /S~ Thv o!K[a.v 'lepcjJ tl.a.(p.ov< Ka.8<Epwcrev, 
Cornelius Nepos, Timoleon, c. 4; Plutarch, Reip. Gerend. Prrecept. 

p. 8r6 D. 
The idea of AvToJ"aTla is not the same as that of T6xn, though the word 

is sometimes translated as if it were. It is more nearly the same as 'A-ya81J 
T6x11-though still, as it seems to me, not exactly the same. 
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the jealousy sure to attend upon influence so prodigious as his. 
But in truth, for all great and important matters, this very 
modesty increased instead of diminishing his real ascendency. 
Here as elsewhere, the goddess Automatia worked for him, and 
brought to him docile listeners without his own seeking. 
Though the Syracusans transacted their ordinary business 
through others, yet when any matter of serious difficulty 
occurred, the presence of Timoleon was specially invoked in 
the discussion. During the later months of his life, when he 
had become blind, his arrival in the assembly was a solemn 
scene. Having been brought in his car drawn by mules across 
the market-place to the door of the theatre wherein the as
sembly was held, attendants then led or drew the car into the 
theatre amidst the assembled people, who testified their affec
tion by the warmest shouts and congratulations. As soon as 
he had returned their welcome, and silence was restored, the 
discussion to which he had been invited took place, Timoleon 
sitting on his car and listening. Having heard the matter thus 
debated, he delivered his own opinion, which was usually 
ratified at once by the show of hands of the assembly. He 
then took leave of the people and retired, the attendants again 
leading the car out of the theatre, and the same cheers of 
attachment accompanying his departure; while the assembly 
proceeded with its other and more ordinary business.! 

Such is the impressive and picturesque description given 
(doubtless by Athanis or some other eye-witness 2) of the 
relations between the Syracusan people and the blind Timoleon, 
after his power had been abdicated, and when there remained 
to him nothing except liis character and moral ascendency. It 
is easy to see that the solemnities of interposition, here re
counted, must have been reserved for those cases in which the 
assembly had been disturbed by some unusual violence or 
collision of parties. For such critical junctures, where numbers 
were perhaps nearly balanced, and where the disappointment 
of an angry minority threatened to beget some permanent feud, 
the benefit was inestimable, of an umpire whom both parties 
revered, and before whom neither thought it a dishonour to 
yield. Keeping aloof from the details and embarrassments of 
daily political life, and preserving himself (like the Salaminian 
trireme, to use a phrase which Plutarch applies to Perikles at 
Athens) for occasions at once momentous and difficult, Timoleon 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 38; Cornel. Nepos, Timoleon, c. 4· 
2 It occurs in Cornelius Nepos prior to Plutarch, and was probably 

copied by both from the same authority. 
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filled up a gap occasionally dangerous to all free societies ; but 
which even at Athens had always remained a gap, because 
there was no Athenian at once actually worthy, and known to 
be worthy, to fill it. We may even wonder how he continued 
worthy, when the intense popular sentiment in his favour 
tended so strongly to turn his head, and when no contradiction 
or censure against him was tolerated. 

Two persons, Laphystius and Demrenetus, called by the 
obnoxious names of sycophants and demagogues, were bold 
enough to try the experiment. The former required him to 
give bail in a lawsuit; the latter, in a public discourse, censured 
various parts of his military campaigns. The public indigna
tion against both these men was vehement ; yet there can be 
little doubt that Laphystius applied to Timoleon a legal 
pro~ess applicable universally to every !:!itizen : what may have 
been the pertinence of the censures of Demrenetus, we are 
unable to say. However, Timoleon availed himself of the 
well-meant impatience of the people to protect him either from 
legal process or from censure, only to administer to them a 
serious and valuable lesson. Protesting against all interruption 
to the legal process of Laphystius, he proclaimed emphatically 
that this was the precise purpose for which he had so long 
laboured, and combated-in order that every Syracusan citizen 
might be enabled to appeal to the laws and exercise freely his 
legal rights. And while he thought it unnecessary to rebut in 
detail the objections taken against his preyious generalship, he 
publicly declared his gratitude to the gods, for having granted 
his prayer that he might witness all Syracusans in possession of 
full liberty of speech.1 

We obtain little from the biographers of Timoleon, except 
a few incidents, striking, impressive, and somewhat theatrical, 
like those just recounted. But what is really important is, the 
tone and temper which these incidents reveal, both in Timoleon 
and in the Syracusan people. To see him unperverted by a 
career of superhuman success, retaining the same hearty con
victions with which he had started from Corinth ; renouncing 
power, the most ardent of all aspirations with a Greek 
politician, and descending to a private station, in spite of every 
external inducement to the contrary; res!sting the temptation 
to impose his own will upon the people, and respecting their 
free speech and public vote in a manner which made it 
imperatively necessary for every one else to follow his example; 
foregoing command, and contenting himself with advice when 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 37; Cornelius Nepos;, Timoleon, c. 5· 
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his opinion was asked-all this presents a model of genuine 
and intelligent public spirit, such as is associated with few 
other names except that of Timoleon. That tht: Syracusan 
people should have yielded to such conduct an obedience not 
merely voluntary, but heartfelt and almost reverential, is no 
matter of wonder. And we may be quite sure that the opinion 
of Timoleon, tranquilly and unostentatiously consulted, was 
the guiding star which they followed on most points of moment 
or difficulty ; over and above those of exceptional cases of 
aggravated dissent where he was called in with such imposing 
ceremony as an umpire. On the value of such an oracle close 
at hand it is needless to insist ; especially in a city which for 
the last halkentury had known nothing but the dominion of 
force, and amidst a new miscellaneous aggregate composed of 
Greek settlers from many different quarters. 

Timoleon now enjoyed, as he had amply earned, what 
Xenophon calls "that good, not human, but divine-- -command 
over willing men-given manifestly to persons of genuine and 
highly trained temperance of character." 1 In him the con
dition indicated by Xenophon was found completely realised
temperance in the largest and most comprehensive sense of 
the word~not simply sobriety and continence (which had 
belonged to the elder Dionysius also), but an absence of that 
fatal thirst for coercive power at all price, which in Greece was 
the fruitful parent of the greater crimes and enormities. 

Timoleon lived to see his great work of Sicilian enfranchise
ment consummated, to carry it through all its incipient 
difficulties, and to see it prosperously moving on. Not 
Syracuse alone, but the other Grecian cities in the island also, 
enjoyed under their revived free institutions a state of security, 
comfort, and affluence, to which they had been long strangers. 
The lands became again industri~usly tilled; the fertile soil 
yielded anew abundant exports ; the temples were restored 
from their previous decay, and adorned with the votive offer
ings of pious munificence.2 The same state of prosperous and 
active freedom, which had followed on the expulsion of the 
Gelonian dynasty a hundred and twenty years before, and 
lasted about fifty years, without either despots within or 
invaders from without-was now again made prevalent 

1 Xenoph. iliconomic. xxi. 12. Ou "(ap .,.cf.vu p.ot lio~<•i' 3A.ov TouTl 7~ 
&7a8bv av8pdimvov elvat, ltll.ll.a 8eiov, To ~ 8 eA. & v,."' ,, 1!. p X" v • uacpw• ~~~ 
~lOoTat Tots &A:T/(hvWs awcppotr6vp TETE'A.El1'f.L€vots. TO BE lt.~e&wrwv -rvpavveiv 
litli&auw, ,:,. ~p.ol OOI<Ei, o~. av 17"fWVTat a~lov• elvat /3tOTE{JEtv, iJJ0'1rEp 0 Tc!.vTa
ll.o• ~~~ ¥~ov A~"(E'Tat TOll &el xp&vov litaTpl/3etV, cpo{3ovp.<110! p.~ lils &7ro9cf.vy. 

~ ])iodor. xvi. 83. ' 
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throughout Sicily under the auspices of Timoleon. It did not 
indeed last so long. It was broken up in the year 3r6 B.c., 
twenty-four years after the battle of the Krimesus, by the despot 
Agathokles, whose father was among the immigrants to 
Syracuse under the settlement of Timoleon. But the interval 
of security and freedo.m with which Sicily was blessed between 
these two epochs, she owed to the generous patriotism and 
intelligent counsel of Timoleon. There are few other names 
among the Grecian annals, with which we can connect so large 
an amount of predetermined and beneficent result. 

Endeared to the Syracusans as a common father and bene
factor,l and exhibited as their hero to all visitors from Greece, 
he passed the remainder of his life amidst the fulness of 
affectionate honour. Unfortunately for the Syracusans, that 
remainder was but too short; for he died of an illness appar
ently slight, in the year 337-336 B.c.-three or four years after 
the battle of the Krimesus. Profound and unfeigned was the 
sorrow which his death excited, universally throughout Sicily. 
Not merely the Syracusans, but crowds from all other parts of 
the island, attended to do honour to his funeral, which was 
splendidly celebrated at the public cost. Some of the chosen 
youths of the city carried the bier whereon his body was 

~ deposited : a countless procession of men and women followed 
in their festival attire, crowned with wreaths, and mingling 
with their tears admiration and envy for their departed 
liberator. The procession was made to pass over that ground 
which presented the most honourable memento of Timoleon ; 
where the demolished Dionysian stronghold had once reared 
its head, and where the court of justice was now placed, at the 
entrance of Ortygia. At length it reached the Nekropolis, 
between Ortygia and Achradina, where a massive funeral pile 
had been prepared. As soon as the bier had been placed 
on this pile, and fire was about· to be applied, the herald 
Demetrius, distinguished for .the powers of his voice, proclaimed 
with loud announcement as follows :-

"The Syracusan people solemnise, at the cost of zoo mime, • 
the funeral of this man, the Corinthian Timoleon, son of 
Timodemus. They have passed a vote to honour him for all 
future time with festival matches in music, horse and chariot 
race, and gymnastics,-because, after having put down the 
despots, subdued the foreign enemy, and re-colonised the 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 39. 'Ev TOtath?J ll€ '"Y'f/POTpotpo6p.evos Ttp.p p.•.,.' 
EbPolas, lf"nrep 1raidJP ICow&s, tiC p.tKpiis 1rpotpd.rr<OJS r<j xpov'l' ITUV£tpaf/tap..!V'f/s 
tTEl\.EVT'f/rTEP. 
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greatest among the ruined cities, he restored to the Sicilian 
Greeks their constitution and laws." 

A sepulchral monument, seemingly with this inscription 
recorded on it, was erected to the memory of Timoleon in the 
agora of Syracuse. To this monument other buildings were 
presently annexed; porticos for the assembling of persons in 
business or conversation-and palrestrre, for the exercises of 
youths. The aggregate of buildings all taken together was 
called the Timoleontion.l 

When we reflect that the fatal battle of Chreroneia had taken 
place the year before Timoleon's decease, and that his native 
city Corinth as well as all her neighbours v fe sinking deeper 
and deeper into the degradation of subject Jwns of Macedonia, 
we shall not regret, for his sake, that a timely death relieved 
him from so mournful a spectacle. It was owing to him that 
the Sicilian Greeks were rescued, for nearly one generation, 
from the like fate. He had the rare glory of maintaining to 
the end, and executing to the full, the promise of liberation 
with which he had gone forth from Corinth. His early years 
had been years of acute suffering-and that, too, incurred in 
the cause of freedom-arising out of the death of his brother; 
his later period, manifesting the like sense of duty under 
happier auspices, had richly repaid him, by successes over
passing all reasonable expectation, and by the ample flow of 
gratitude and attachment poured forth to him amidst the 
liberated Sicilians. His character appears most noble, and 
most instructive, if we contrast him with Dion. Timoleon had 
been brought up as the citizen of a free, though oligarchical 
community in Greece, surrounded by other free communities, 
and amidst universal hatred of despots. The politicians whom 
he had learnt to esteem were men trained in this school, 
maintaining a qualified ascendency against more or less of 
open competition from rivals, and obliged to look for the 
means of carrying their views apart from simple dictation. 
Moreover, the person whom Timoleon had selected for his 

·peculiar model, was Epaminondas, the noblest model that 
Greece afforded.2 It was to this example that Timoleon owed 
in part his energetic patriotism combined with freedom from 

1 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 39; Diodor. xvi. 90. 
2 Plutarch, Timoleon, c. 36. '0 !"c!ll.tCTTa. ('1Jll.w8els 6rrb T<!"oll.tov.-os 

'E7rap.etvWvl>a.s, &ca 
Polybius reckons Hermokratt'!s, Timoleon, and Pyrrhus, to be the most 

complete men of action ( '~~"P"'YI""'Ttr<w.-c!.-ovs) of all those who had played a 
conspicuous part in Sicilian affairs (Poly b. xii. 25, o. ed. Didot). 
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personal ambition-his gentleness of political antipathy-and 
the perfect habits of conciliatory and popular dealing-which 
he manifested amidst so many new and trying scenes to the 
end of his career. 

Now the education of Dion (as I have recounted in the 
preceding chapter) had been something totally different. He 
was the member of a despotic family, and had learnt his 
experience under the en_ergetic, but perfectly self-willed, march 
of the elder Dionysius. Of the temper or exigencies of a 
community of freemen, he had never learnt to take account. 
Plunged in this corrupting atmosphere, he had nevertheless 
imbibed generous and public-spirited aspirations : he had come 
to hold in abhorrence a· government of will, and to look for 
glory in contributing to replace it by a qualified freedom and 
a government of laws. But the source from whence he drank 
was, the Academy and its illustrious teacher Plato ; not from 
practical life, nor from the best practical politicians like 
Epaminondas. Accordingly, he had imbibed at the same time 
the idea, that though despotism was a bad thing, government 
thoroughly popular was a bad thing also; that, in other words, 
as soon as he had put down the despotism, it lay with him to 
determine how much liberty he would allow, or what laws he 
would sanction, for the community ; that instead of a despot, 
he was to become a despotic lawgiver. 

Here then lay the main difference between the two. con
querors of Dionysius. The mournful letters written by Plato 
after the death of Dion contrast strikingly with the enviable 
end of Timoleon, and with the grateful inscription of the 
Syracusans on his tomb. 

CHAPTER LXXXVI 

CENTRAL GREECE : THE ACCESSION OF PHILIP OF MACEDON 

TO THE BIRTH' OF ALEXANDER. 359-356 B.C. 

MY last preceding chap.ters have followed the history of the 
Sicilian Greeks through long years of despotism, suffering, and 
impoverishment, into a period of renovated freedom and com
parative happiness, accomplished under the beneficent auspices 
of Timoleon, between 344-336 B.c. It will now be proper to 
resume the thread of events in Central Greece, at the point 
where they were left at the close of the eightieth chapter-the 
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accession of Philip of Macedon in 360· 359 B.C. The death of 
Philip took place in 336 B.c.; and the closing years of his life 
will bring before us the last struggles of full Hellenic freedom; 
a result standing in melancholy contrast with the achievements 
of the contemporary liberator Timoleon in Sicily. 

No such struggles could have appeared within the limits of 
possibility, .even to the most far-sighted politician either of 
Greece or of Macedon·---at the time when Philip mounted the 
throne. Among the hopes and fears of most Grecian cities, 
Macedonia then passed wholly unnoticed; in Athens, Olynthus, 
Thasos, Thessaly, and a few others, it formed an item not 
without moment, yet by no means of first-rate magnitude. 

The Hellenic world was now in a state different from 
anything which had been seen since the repulse of Xerxes in 
48o- 479 B.C. The defeat and degradation of Sparta had set 
free the inland states from the only presiding city whom they 
had ever learned to look up to. Her imperial ascendency, 
long possessed and grievously abused, had been put down by 
the successes of Epaminondas and the Thebans. She was no 
longer the head of a numerous body of subordinate a:lies, 
sending deputies to her periodical synods--submitting their 
external politics to her influence-placing their military con
tingents under command of her officers (xenagi)---and even 
administering their internal government through oligarchies 
dt.;VOted to her purposes, with the reinforcement, wherever 
needed, of a Spartan harmost and garrison.. She no longer found 
on her northern frontier a number of detached Arcadian 
villages, each separately manageable under leaders devoted to 
her, and furnishing her with hardy soldiers ; nor had she the 
friendly city of Tegea, tied to her by a long standing philo
Laconian oligarchy and tradition. Under the strong revolution 
of feeling which followed on the defeat of the Spartans at 
Leuktra, the small Arcadian communities, encouraged and 
guided by Epaminondas, had consolidated themselves into the 
great fortified city of Megalopolis, now the centre of a Pan
Arcadian confederacy, with a synod (called the Ten Thousand) 
frequently assembled there to decide upon matters of interest 
and policy common to the various sections of the Arcadian 
name. Tegea, too, had undergone a political revolution ; so 
that these two cities, conterminous with each other and form
ing together the northern frontier of Sparta, converted her 
Arcad1an neighbours from valuable instruments into formidable 
enemies. 

But this loss of foreign auxiliary force and dignity was not 
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the worst which Sparta had suffered. On her north-western 
frontier (conterminous also with Megalopolis) stood the newly
constituted city of Messene, representing an amputation of 
nearly one-half of Spartan territory and substance. The 
western and more fertile half of Laconia had been severed 
from Sparta, and was divided between Messene and various 
other independent cities ; being tilled chiefly by. those who 
had once been Peric:eki and Helots of Sparta. 

In the phase of Grecian history on which we are now about 
to enter-when the collective Hellenic world, for the first time 
since the invasion of Xerxes, was about to be thrown upon its 
defence against a foreign enemy from Macedonia-this altered 
position of Sparta was a circumstance of grave moment. Not 
only were the Peloponnesians disunited, and deprived of their 
common chief; but Megalopolis and Messene, knowing the 
intense hostility of Sparta against them-and her great superi
ority of force, even reduced as she was, to all that they could 
muster-lived in perpetual dread of her attack. Their neigh
bours the Argeians, standing enemies of Sparta, were well
disposed to protect them; but such aid was insufficient for 
their defence, without extra-Peloponnesian alliance. Accord
ingly we shall find them leaning upon the support either of 
Thebes or of Athens, whichever could be had; and ultimately 
even welcoming the arms of Philip of Macedon, as protector 
against the inexpiable hostility of Sparta. Elis-placed in the 
same situation with reference to Triphylia, as Sparta with refer
ence to Messene-complained that the Triphylians, whom she 
looked upon as subjects, had been admitted as freemen into 
the Areadian federation. We shall find Sparta endeavouring 
to engage Elis in political combinations, intended to ensure, to 
both, the recovery of lost dominion.1 Of these combinations 
more will be said ·hereafter; at present I merely n·otice the 
general fact that the degradation of Sparta, combined with her 
perpetually menaced aggression against Messene and Arcadia, 
disorganised Peloponnesus, and destroyed its powers of Pan
Hellenic defence against the new foreign enemy now slowly 
arising. 

The once powerful Peloponnesian system was in fact com
pletely broken up. Corinth, Sikyon, Phlius, Trc:ezen, and 
Epidaurus, valuable as secondary states and as allies of Sparta, 
were now detached from all political combination, aiming only 

1 Demosthenes, Orat. pro Megalopolit. pp. 203, 204, s. 6-ro; p. 2o6, 
s. 18-and indeed the whole Oration, which is an instructive exposition of 
policy. 
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to keep clear, each for itself, of all share in collision between 
Sparta and Thebes.l It would appear also that Corinth had 
recently been oppressed and disturbed by the temporary 
despotism of Timophanes, described in my last chapter ; 
though the date of that event cannot be precisely made out. 

But the grand and preponderating forces of Hellas now 
resided, for the first time in our history, without, and not 
within, Peloponnesus ; at Athens and Thebes. Both these 
cities were in full vigour and efficiency. Athens had a 
numerous fleet, a flourishing commerce, a considerable body 
of maritime and insular allies, sending deputies to her synod 
and contributing to a common fund for the maintenance of the 
joint security. She was by far the greatest maritime power in 
Greece. I have recounted in preceding chapters, how her 
general Timotheus had acquired for her the important island 
of Samos, together with Pydna, Methone, and Potidrea, in the 
Thermaic Gulf; how he failed (as Iphikrates had failed before 
him) in more than one attempt upon Amphipolis; how he 
planted Athenian conquest and settlers in the Thracian 
Chersonese; which territory, after having been attacked and 
endangered by the Thracian prince Kotys, was regained by 
the continued efforts of Athens in the year 358 B.C. Athens 
had sustained no considerable loss, during the struggles which 
ended in the pacification after the battle of Mantineia; and 
her condition appears on the whole to have been better 
than it had ever been since her disasters at the close of the 
Peloponnesian war. 

The power of Thebes also was imposing and formidable. 
She had indeed lost many of those Peloponnesian allies who 
formed the overwhelming array of Epaminondas, when he first 
invaded Laconia, under the fresh anti-Spartan impulse imme
diately succeeding the battle of Leuktra. She retained only 
Argos, together with Tegea, Megalopolis, and Messene. The 
three last added little to her strength, and needed her watchful 
support; a price which Epaminondas had been perfectly 
willing to pay for the establishment of a strong frontier against 
Sparta. But the body of extra-Peloponnesian allie.s grouped 
round Thebes was still considerable ; 2 the Phokians and 

1 Xen. Hellen. vii. 4, 6, 10. 
2 Xenoph. Hellen. vi. 5, 23 ; vii. 5, 4. Diodor. xv. 62. The 

Akarnanians had been allies of Thebes at the time of the first expedition 
of Epaminondas into Peloponnesus; whether they remained so at the time 
of his last expedition, is not certain. But as the The ban ascendency over 
Thessaly was much greater at the last of those two periods than at the first, 
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Lokrians, the Malians, the Herakleots, most of the Thessalians, 
and most (if not all) of the inhabitants of Eubcea ; perhaps 
also the Akarnanians. The Phokians were indeed reluctant 
allies, disposed to circumscribe their obligations within the 
narrowest limits of m.utual defence in case of invasion : and 
we shall presently find the relations between the two becommg 
positively hostile. Besides these allies, the Thebans possessed 
the valuable position of Oropus, on the north-eastern frontier 
of Attica; a town. which had been wrested .from Athens six 
years before, to the profound mortification of the Athenians. 

But over and above allies without Bceotia, Thebes had pro
digiously increased the power of her city within Bceotia. She 
had appropriated to herself the territories of Platrea and 
Thespire on her southern frontier, and of Koroneia and Orcho
menus near upon her northern; by conquest and partial 
expulsion of their prior inhabitants. How and when these 
acquisitions had been brought about, has been already ex
plained: 1 here I merely recall the fact, to appreciate the 
position of Thebes in 359 B.c.-That these four towns, having 
been in 372 B.C. autonomous-joined with her only by the 
definite obligations of the Bceotian confederacy-and partly 
even in actual hostility against her-had now lost their 
autonomy with their free citizens, and had become absorbed 
into her property and sovereignty. The domain of Thebes 
thus extended across Bc:eotia from the frontiers of Phokis 2 on 
the north-west to the frontiers of Attica on the south. 

The new position thus acquired by Thebes in Bceotia, 
purchased at the cost of extinguishing three or four autono
mous cities, is, a fact of much moment in reference to the 
period now before us ; not simply because it swelled the power 
and pride of the Thebans themselves ; but also because it 
raised a strong body of unfavourable sentiment against them 
in the Hellenic mind. Just at the time when the Spartans 
had lost nearly one-half of Laconia, the Thebans had annexed 
to their own city one-third of the free Bceotian territory. The 
revival of free Messenian citizenship, after a suspended exist
ence of more than two centuries, had recently been welcomed 
with universal satisfaction. How much would that same 

we may be sure that they had not lost their hold upon the Lokrians 
and Malians, who (as well as the Phokians) lay between Bceotia and 
Thessaly. 

1 See vol. x. chaps. lxxvii., lxxviii., and lxxx. 
• 

2 Orchomenus was conterminous with the Phokian territory (Pausanias, 
lX, 39, I). 
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feeling be shocked when Thebes extingui~hed, for her own 
aggrandisement, four autonomous communities, all of her own 
Bceotian kindred ~-one of these communities too being Orcho
menus, respected both for its antiquity and its traditionary 
legends ! Little pains was taken to canvass the circumstances 
of the case, and to inquire whether Thebes had exceeded the 
measure of rigour warranted by the war-code of the time. In 
the patriotic and national conceptions of every Greek, Hellas 
consisted of an aggregate of autonomous, fraternal city-com
munities. The extinction of any one of these was like the 
amputation of a limb from the organised body. Repugnance 
towards Thebes, arising out of these proceedings, affected 
strongly the public opinion of the time, and manifests itself 
especially in the language of Athenian orators, exaggerated by 
mortification on account of the loss of Or6pus.1 

Tht> 6 reat body of Thessalians, as well as the Magnetes and 
the Phthiot Achoeans, were among those subject to the ascend· 
ency of Thebes. Even the powerful and cruel despot, 
Alexander of Pheroe, was numbered in this catalogue. 2 The 
cities of fertile Thessaly, possessed by powerful oligarchies 
with numerous dependent serfs, were generally a prey to 
intestine conflict and municipal rivalry with each other; dis
orderly as well as faithless.8 The Aleuadoe, chiefs at Larissa
and the Skopadoe, at Krannon-had been once the ascendent 
families in the country. But in the hands of Lykophron and 
the energetic Jason, Pheroe had been exalted to the first rank. 
"C nder Jason as tagus (federal general), the whole force of 
Thessaly was united, together with a large number of circum 
jacent tributaries, Macedonian, Epirotic, Dolopian, &c., and 
a well--organised standing army of mercenaries besides. He 
could muster Sooo cavalry, 2o,ooo hoplites, and peltasts or 

1 Isokrates, Or. viii. De Pace, s. 21 ; Demosthenes adv. Leptinem, 
p. 490, s. 121; pro Megalopol. p. 208, s. 29; Philippic ii. p. 69, s. 15. 

2 Xenoph. lldlen. vii. 5, 4; Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 35· Wachsmuth 
states, in my judgement, erroneously, that Thebes was disappointed in her 
attempt to establish ascendency in Thessaly (Hellenisch. Alterthiimer, vol. 
ii. x. p. 338). 

3 Piato, Kriton, p. 53 D ; Xenoph. Memorab. i. 2, 24 ; Demosthen. 
Olynth. i. p. 15, s. 23; Demosth. cont. Aristokratem, p. 658, s. 133· 

"Pergit ire (the Roman consul Quinctius Flamininus) in Thessaliam: 
ubi non liberandre modo civitates erant, sed ex omni colluvione et con
fusione in aliquam tolerabilem formam redigendre. Nee enim temporum 
modo vitiis, ac violentia et licentia regia (i. e. the Macedonian) turbati 
erant : sed inquit:to etiam ingenio gcntis, nee comitia, nee conventum, nee 
concilium ullum, non per seditionem et tumultum, jam inde a principia ad 
nostram usque retatem, traducentis" (Livy, xxxiv. 51). 
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light infantry in numbers far more considerable.! A military 
power of such magnitude, in the hands of one alike able and 
aspiring, raised universal alarm, and would doubtless have 
been employed in some great scheme of conquest, either 
within or without Greece, had not Jason been suddenly cut off 
by assassination in 370 B.C., in the year succeeding the battle 
Qf Leuktra. 2 His brothers Polyphron and Polydorus succeeded 
to his position as tagus, but not to his abilities or influence. 
The latter, a brutal tyrant, put to death the former, and was in 
his turn slain, after a short interval, by a successor yet worse, 
his nephew Alexander, who lived and retained power at Phera;, 
for about ten years (368-358 B.c.). 

During a portion of that time Alexander contended with 
success against the Thebans, and maintained his ascendency 
in Thessaly. But before the battle of Mantineia in 362 B.c., 
he had been reduced into the condition of a dependent ally of 
Thebes, and had furnished a contingent to the army which 
marched under Epaminondas into Peloponnesus. During the 
year 362-361 B.c., he even turned his hostilities · against 
Athens, the enemy of Thebes; carrying on a naval war against 
her, not without partial success, and damage to her commerce.8 

And as the foreign ascendency of Thebes everywhere was 
probably impaired by the death of her great leader Epami
nondas, Alexander of Phera; recovered strength ; continuing to 
be the greatest potentate in Thessaly, as well as the most 
sanguinary tyrant, until the time of his death in the beginning 
of 359 B.c. 4 He then perished, in the vigour of age and in the 
fulness of power. Against oppressed subjects or neighbours 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. vi. I, 19. 2 Xenoph. Hellen. vi. 4, 32. 
3 Demosthen~s adv. Polyklem, p. 1207, s. 5, 6; Diodor. xv. 61-95. 

See vol. x. chap. lxxx. 
4 I concur with Mr. Fynes Clinton (Fast. Hellen. ad ann. 359 B.C., and 

Appendix, c. 15) in thinking that this is the probable date of the assassi
natlOn of Alexander of Pher~ ; which event is mentioned by Diodorus 
(xvi. 14) under the year 357-356 B.c., yet in conjunction with a series of 
subsequent events, and in a manner scarcely constraining us to believe that 
he meant to affirm the assassination itself as having actually taken place in 
that year. 

To the arguments adduced by Mr. Clinton, another may be added, 
borrowed from the expression of Plutarch (Pelopidas, c. 35) o}..l-yov 
lfctnpov. He states that the assassination of Alexander.occurred "a little 
while '' after the period when the The bans, avenging the death of Pelopidas, 
reduced that despot to submission. Now this reduction cannot be placed 
later than 363 B.C. That interval therefore which Plutarch calls "a little 
while," will be three years, if we place the assassination in 359 B. c. six 
years, if we place it in 357-356 B.C. Three years is a more suitable 
interpretation of the words than six years. 
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he could take security by means of mercenary guards; but 
he was slain by the contrivance of his wife Thebe and the 
act of her brothers :-a memorable illustration of the general 
position laid down by Xenophon, that the Grecian despot 
could calculate neither on security nor on affection anywhere, 
and that his most dangerous enemies were to be found among 
his own household or kindred.l The brutal life of Alexander, 
and the cruelty of his proceedings, had inspired his wife with 
mingled hatred and fear. Moreover she had learnt from 
words dropped in a fit of intoxication, that he was intending to 
put to death her brothers Tisiphonus, Pytholaus, and Lyko
phron-and along with them herself; partly because she was 
childless, and he had formed the design of re-marrying with 
the widow of the late despot Jason, who resided at Thebes. 
Accordingly Thebe, apprising her brothers of their peril, con
certed with them the means of assassinating Alexander. The 
bed-chamber which she shared with him was in an upper story, 
accessible only by a removeable staircase or ladder ; at the foot 
of which there lay every night a fierce mastiff in chains, and a 
Thracian soldier tattooed after the fashion of his country. The 
whole house moreover was regularly occupied by a company 
of guards ; and it is even said that the wardrobe and closets of 
Thebe were searched every evening for concealed weapons. 
These numerous precauti~.-.'s of mistrust, however, were baffled 
by her artifice. She concealed her brothers during all the day 
in a safe adjacent hiding-place. At night, Alexander, coming to 
bed intoxicated, soon fell fast asleep; upon which Thebe stole 
out of the room-directed the dog to be removed from the 
foot of the stairs, under pretence that the despot wished 
to enjoy undisturbed repose-and then called her armed 
brothers. After spreading wool upon the stairs, in order that 
their tread might be noiseless, she went again up into the bed
room, and brought away the sword of Alexander, which always 
hung near him. Notwithstanding this encouragement, how
ever, the three young men, still trembling at the magnitude of 
the risk, hesitated to mount the stair ; nor could they be pre
vailed upon to do so, except by her distinct threat, that if 
they flinched, she would awaken Alexander and expose them. 
At length they mounted, and entered the bed-chamber, wherein 
a lamp was burning; while Thebe, having opened the door 
for them, again closed it, and posted herself to hold the bar. 
The brothers then approached the bed : one seized the sleep-

1 Xenoph. Hiero, i. 38; ii. 10 ; iii. 8. 
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ing despot by the feet, another by the hair of his head, and the 
third with a sword thrust him through.! 

After successfully and securely consummating this deed, 
popular on account of the odious character of the slain despot, 
Thebe contrived to win over the mercenary troops, and to 
ensure the sceptre to herself and her eldest brother Tisiphonus. 
After this change, it would appear that the power of the new 
princes was not so great as that of Alexander had been, so that 
additional elements of weakness and discord were introduced 
into Thessaly. This is to be noted as one of the material cir
cumstances paving the way for Philip of Macedon to acquire 
ascendency in Greece-as will hereafter appear. 

It was in the year 360-359 B.C., that Perdikkas, elder brother 
and predecessor of Philip on the throne of Macedonia, was 
slain, in the flower of his age. He perished, according to one 
account, in a bloody battle with the lllyrians, wherein 4000 
Macedonians fell also ; according to another statement, by the 
hands of assassins and the treacherous subornation of his 
mother Eurydike.2 

Of the exploits of Perdikkas during the five years of his 
reign we know little. He had assisted the Athenian general 
Timotheus in war against the Olynthian confederacy, and in 
the capture of Pydna, Potidcea, Torone, and other neighbour
ing places ; while on the other hand he had opposed the 
Athenians in their attempt against Amphipolis, securing that 
important place by a Macedonian garrison, both against them 
and for himself. He was engaged in serious conflicts with the 
Illyrians.3 It appears too that he was not without some literary 
inclinations-was an admirer of intellectual men, and in corre
spondence with Plato at Athens. Distinguished philosophers 
or sophists, like Plato and Isokrates, enjoyed re!lown, combined 
with a certain measure of influence, throughout the whole 
range of the Grecian world. Forty years before, Archelaus 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. vi. 4, 36, 37 ; Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 35 ; Conon, 
ap. Photium, Narr. 50, Codex, r86; Cicero, de Offic. ii. 7· The details 
of the assassination, given in these authors, differ. I have principally 
followed Xenophon, and have admitted nothing positively inconsistent with 
his statements. 

2 Justin, vii. 5 ; Diodor. xvi. 2. The allusion in the speech of Philotas 
immediately prior to his execution (Curti us, vi. 43, p. 591, Mtitzel) supports 
the affirmation of Justin-th~t Perdikkas was assassinated. 

3 Anti pater (the general of Philip and viceroy of his son Alexander in 
Macedonia) is said to have left an historical work, ll•pOlK!wu 1rp&.~«s 
'I>..il.upucas (Suidas v. 'Av-rl?ra-rpos), which can hardly refer to any other 
Perdikkas than the one now before us. 
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king of Macedonia had shown favour to Plato,1 then a young 
man, as well as to his master Sokrates. AMyntas, the father 
both uf Perdikkas and of Philip, had throughout his reign 
cultivated the friendship of leading Athenians, t:$pecially Iphi
krates and Timotheus ; the former of whom he had even 
adopted as his son; Aristotle, afterwards so eminent as a 
philosopher (son of Nikomachus the confidential physician nf 
Amyntas 2), had been for some time studying at Athens as a 
pupil of Plato; moreover Perdikkas duriug his reign had 
resident with him a friend of the philosopher Euphrreus of 
Oreus. Perdikkas lent himself much to the guidance of 
Euphrreus, who directed him in the choice of his associates, 
and permitted none to be his guests except per~ons of studious 
habits ; thus exciting much disgust among the military Mace
donians.s It is a signal testimony to the reputation of Plato, 
that we find his advice courted, at one and the same time, 
by Dionysius the younger at Syracuse, and by Perdikkas in 
Macedonia. 

On ne suggestion of Plato, conveyed through Euphrreus, 
Perd; .kas was induced to bestow upon his own brother Philip 
a pc .ion of terri wry or an appanage in Macedonia. In 368 B.C. 
(dv .ng the reign of Alexander elder brother of Perdikkas and 
IJh1tip ), Pelopidas had reduced Macedonia to partial submission, 
and had taken hostages for its fidelity ; among which hostages 
was the youthful Philip, then about fifteen years of age. In 
this character Philip remained about two or three years at 
Thebes.4 How or when he left that city, we cannot clearly 

1 Athemeus, xi. p. so6 E. llA.ttTO)V, tJV l?rd<Tt7rl!"6s </>7J<TL <f>{A.-rarov iJv-ra 
'ApxeA.&.'f', &c. 

2 Diogen€s Laert. v. r, r. 
8 Athenreus, xi. p. so6 E, p. 508 E. The fourth among the letters of 

Plato (alluded to by Diogenes Laert. iii. 62) is addressed to Perdikkas, 
partly in recommendation and praise of Euphrreus. There appears nothing 
to prove it to be spurious; but whether it be spurious or genuine, the fact 
that Plato corresponded with Perdikkas is sufficiently probable. 

4 Justin, vi. 9; vii. 5· "Philippus obses triennia Tbebis hahitus," &c. 
Compare Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 26; Diodor. xv. 67 ; xvi. 2; and the 

copious note of Wesseling upon the latter passage. The two pa,sages of 
Diodorus are not very consistent ; in the latter, he states that Philip had 
been deposited at Thebes by the Illyrians, to whom he had been made 
over as a hostage by his father Amyntas. This is highly improbable ; as 
well for other reasons (assigned by Wes>eling), as bec;,use the Illyrians, if 
they ever received him as a hostage, would not send him to Thebes, but 
keep him in their own possession. The memorable interview described by 
AJ:schines-between the Athenian general Iphikrat€s and the Macedonian 
queen Eurydik€ with her two youthful sons Perdikkas and Philip-must 
have taken place some ~ime before the death of Ptolemy Alorit@s, and 
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make out. He seems to have returned to Macedonia after the 
murder of Alexander by Ptolemy Alorites ; probably without 
opposition from the Thebans, since his value as a hostage was 
then diminished. The fact that he was confided (together 
with his brother Perdikkas) by his mother Eurydike to the 
protection of the Athenian general Iphikrates, then on the 
coast of Macedonia-has been recounted in a previous chapter. 
How Philip fared during the regency of Ptolemy Alorites in 
Macedonia, we do not know ; we might even sus,pect that he 
would return back to Thebes as a safer residence. But when 
his brother Perdikkas, having slain Ptolemy Alorites, became 
king, Philip resided in Macedonia, and even obtained from 
ferdikkas (as already stated), through the persuasion of Plato, 
a separate district to govern as subordinate. He then remained 
until the death of Perdikkas in 360-359 B.C.; organising a 
separate military force of his own (like Derdas in 382 B.C., 
when the Lacedremonians made war upon Olynthus 1); and 
probably serving at its head in the wars carried on by his 
brother. · 
· The time passed by Philip at Thebes, however, from fifteen 

to eighteen years of age, was an event of much importance in 
determining his future character. 2 Though detained at Thebes, 

before the accession of Perdikkas. The expressions of .iEschin~s do not, 
perhaps, necessarily compel us to suppose the interview to !).ave taken place 
immediately after the death of Alexander (.iEschinils, Fals. ;Leg. pp. 31, 32): 
yet it is difficult to reconcile the statement of the orator with the recognition 
of three years' continuous residence at Thebes. Flathe (Geschichte 
Makedoniens, vol. i. p. 39-47) supposes .iEschin~s to have allowed himself 
an oratorical misrepresentation, when he states that Philip was present in 
Macedonia at the interview with Iphikrat~s. This is an unsatisfactory 
mode of escaping from the difficulty ; but the chronological statements, as 
ihey now stand, can hardly be all correct. It is possible that Philip may 
have gone again back to Thebes, or may have been sent back, after the 
interview with Iphikrat~s ; we might thus obtain a space of three years for 
his stay, at two several times, in that city. We are not to suppose that 
his condition at Thebes was one of durance and ill-treatment. See Mr. 
Clinton, Fast. Hell. App. iv. p. 229. 

1 Athenreus, xi. p. 5o6. Atarpicpwv o' ~v'l'avOa ovvap.w (Philippus), &c. 
About Derdas, see Xenoph. Hellen. v. 2, 38. 

2 It was in after times a frequent practice with the Roman Senate, when 
imposing terms of peace on kings half-conquered, to require hostages for 
fidelity, with a young prince of the royal blood among the number; and it 
commonly happened that the latter, after a few years' residence at Rome, 
returned home an altered man on many points. 

See the case of Demetrius, younger son of the last Philip of Macedon, 
and younger brother of Perseus (Livy, xxxiii. 13; xxxix. 53; xl. 5), of the 
young Parthian princes, Vonon~s (Tacitus, Annal. ii. 1, 2),Phraates (Tacit. 
Annal. vi, 32), Meherdat~s (Tacit. Ann. xii. 10, 11). 
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Philip was treated with courtesy and respect. He resided wit] 
Pammenes, one of the principal citizens; he probably enjoye< 
good literary and rhetorical teaching, since as a speaker, i1 
after life, he possessed considerable talent; 1 and he may alse 
have received some instruction in philosophy, though he neve 
subsequently manifested any taste for it, and though the asser 
tion of his having been taught by Pythagoreans merits little 
credence. But the lesson, most indelible of all, which he 
imbibed at Thebes, was derived from the society and from the 
living example of men like Epaminondas and Pelopidas 
These were leading citizens, manifesting those qualities whicl 
ensued for them the steady admiration of a free community
and of a Theban community, more given to action than t< 
speech ; moreover they were both of them distinguished mili 
tary leaders· -one of them the ablest organiser and the mos 
scientific ... ctician of his day. The spectacle of the Thebat 
military force, excellent both as cavalry and as infantry, uncle 
the training of such a man as Epaminondas, was eminent!· 
suggestive to a young Macedonian prince; and became stil 
more efficacious when combined with the personal conversa 
tion of the victor of Leuktra-the first man whom Philip learn 
to admire, and whom he strove to imitate in his militar; 
career. 2 His mind was early stored with the most advancec 
strategic ideas of the day, and thrown into the track of reflec 
tion, compa6son, and invention, on the art of war. 

When transferred from Thebes, to the subordinate govern 
ment of a district in Macedonia under his elder brother Per 
dikkas, Philip organised a military force ; and in so doing hac 
the opportunity of applying to practice, though at first on ; 
limited scale, the lessons learnt from the illustrious Thebans 
He was thus at the head of troops belonging to and organise< 
by himself when the unexpected death of Perdikkas openec 
to him the prospect of succeeding to the throne. But it wa 
a prospect full of doubt and hazard. Perdikkas had left aJ 

infant son ; there existed, moreover, three princes, Archelaus 
Aridreus, and Menelaus,1 sons of Amyntas by another wife o 

l Even in the opinion of very competent judges: see JEschines, Fals 
Leg. c. r8, p. 253. 

2 Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. 26. Z7771.wT1,s 'Y<')'OVEVat t5o~ev 'E7rap.ewC:,v5ov 
TO 7r<pl Tol.rs 7ro71.tp.ovs l{al Ttts CTTpaT71')'las 5pacrT~pwv 1crws ICaTavo~cras, · 
p.t~<pov ~" Ti]s Tov &.v5pos ltp<Ti]s p.&ptov, &c. 

a Justin, vii. 4· Menelaus, the father of Amyntas and grandfather c 
Philip, is stated to have been an illegitimate son ; while Amyntas himsel 
is said to have been originally an attendant or slave of JEropus (JE!ian 
V. H. xii. 43). Our information respecting the relations of the successiv 
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mistress Gygcea, and therefore half-brothers of Perdikkas and 
Philip : there were also two other pretenders to the crown
Pausanias (who had before aspired to the throne after the death 
?f Amyntas), seconded by a Thracian prince-and Argieus, 
aided by the Athenians. To these dangers was to be added, 
attack from the neighbouring barbaric nations, Illyrians, Preo
nians, and Thracians-always ready 1 to assail and plunder 
Macedonia at every moment of intestine weakness. It would 
appear that Perdikkas, shortly before his death, had sustained a 
severe defeat, with the loss of 4ooo men, from the Illyrians: 
his death followed, either from a wound then received, or by 
the machinations of his mother Eurydike. Perhaps both 
the wound in the battle and the assassination may be real 
facts. 2 · 

. .. ""'!:' ;;n nrst assumed the government of the country as 
~uardian of his young nephew Amyntas the son of Perdikkas . 
. out the difficulties of the conjuncture were so formidable, that 

1
he ~acedonians around constrained him to assume the crown.s 

· Df h1s three half-brothers, he put to death one, and was only 
prevented from killing the other two by their flight into exile; 
we shall find them hereafter at Olynthus. They had either 
:ound, or were thought likely to find, a party in Macedonia to 
sustain their pretensions to the crown.4 

The succession to the throne in Macedonia, though descend
ing in a particular family, was open to frequent and bloody 
dispute between the individual members of that family, and 
usually fell to the most daring and unscrupulous among them. 
None but an energetic man, indeed, could well maintain 
himself there, especially under the circumstances of Philip's 
accession. The Macedonian monarchy has been called a limited 
;monarchy ; and in a large sense of the word, this proposition 
)is true. But what the limitations were, or how they were made 
iOperative, we do not know. That there were some~ ancient 
'forms and customs, which the king habitually respected, we 
kings, and pretenders to the throne, in Macedonia, is obscure and un
satisfactory. Justin (l. c.) agrees with JElian in calling the father of 
Amyntas Menelaus; but Dexippus (ap. Syncellum, p. 263) calls him 
Arida:ous; while Diodorus (xiv. 92) calls him Tharraleus. 

1 Jus tin, xxix. I. 
2 Diodor. xvi. 2; Justin, vii. 5; Quint. Curt. vi. 48, 26. 
3 Justin, vii. 5· Amyntas lived through the reign of Philip, and was 

afterwards put to death by Alexander, on the charge of conspiracy. See 
Justin, xii. 6 ; Quintus Curti us, vi. 34, 17 ; with the note of Miitzel. 
• 4 Justin, viii. 3· "Post hrec Olynthios aggreditur (Philip): receperant 
enim per misericordiam, post credem unius, duos fratres ejus, quos 
Philippus, ex noverdi genitos, velut participes regni, interficere gestiebat." 
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cannot doubt; 1 as there probably were also among the Illyrim
tribes, the Epirots, and others of the neighbouring warlik< 
nations. A general assembly was occasionally convened, for 
the purpose of consenting to some important proposition, 
or trying some conspicuous accused person. But though 
such ceremonies were recognised and sometimes occurred, 
the occasions were rare in which they interposed any serious 
constitutional check upon the regal authority.2 The facts of 
Macedonian history, as far as they come bvfore us, exhibit 
the kings acting on their own feelings and carrying out their 
own schemes- consulting whom they please and when they 
please~subject only to the necessity of not offending too 
violently the sentiments of that military population whom· they 
commanded. Philip and Alexander,combining regal station with 
per~onal ability and unexampled success, were more powerful 
than any of their predecessors. Each of them required extra
ordinary efforts from their soldiers, whom they were therefore 
obliged to keep in willing obedience and attachment ; just a; 

1 Arrian, Exp. Alex. iv. I r. Oa fJi'(-, &>..>..a v&p.'f' Mcuwl&PwJI l<pxov-r<> 
owr~>..ea'a.v (Alexander and his ancestors before him). 

2 The trial of Philotas, who is accused by Alexander for conspiracy 
before an assembly of the Macedonian soldiers near to head-quarters, is the 
example most insisted on of the prevalence of this custom, of public trial in 
criminal accusations. Quintus Curtius says (vi. 32, 25), "De capitalibus 
rebus vetusto Macedonum more inquirebat exercitns: in pace erat vulgi 
et nihil pot est as regum vale bat, nisi prius valuisset auctoritao." <..:om par 
Arrian, iii. 26 ; Diodor. xvii. 79, So. 

That this was an ancient Macedonian custom, in reference to conspicuous 
persons accused of treason, we may readily believe ; and that an officer of 
the great rank and military reputation of Philotas, if suspected of treason, 
could hardly be dealt with in any other way. If he was condemned, all his 
relatives and kinsmen, whether implicated or not, became involved in the 
same condemnation. Several among the kinsmen of Philotas either fled or 
killed themselves; and Alexander then issued an edict pardoning them all, 
except Parmenio; who was in Media, and whom he sent secret order 
instantly to despatch. If the proceedings against Philotas, as described b 
Curti us, are to be taken as correct, it is rather an appeal made by Alexand• ~ 
to the soldiery, for their consent to his killing a dangerous enemy, than : s 
invt:stigation of guilt or innocence. n 

Olympias, during the intestine contests which followed after the d~ath • 
Alexander, seems to have put to death as many illustrious Macedonians '· 
she chose, without any form of trial. But when her enemy Kassander gO 
the upper hand, sub•iued and captured her, he did not venture to put hk 
to death without obtaining the consent of a Macedonian assembly (Diodo· 
xix. II, 51 ; Justin, xiv. 6; Pausanias, i. II, 2). These Maccdoni~t 
assemblies, in so far as we read of them, appear to be summoned chiefly , 
mere instruments to sanction some predetermined purpose of the king c 
the military leader predominant at the time. Flathe (Geschicht. Makedon. 
p. 43-45} greatly overrates, in my judgement, the rights and powers 
enjoyed by the Macedonian people. 
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fason of Pherre had done before with his standing army of 
mercenaries.1 During the reign of Alexander the army mani
fests itself as the only power by his side, to which even he is 
constrained occasionally to bow; after his death, its power 
becomes for a time still more ascendent. But so far as the his

, tory of Macedonia is known to us, I perceive no evidence of 
i co-ordinate political bodies, or standing apparatus (either aristo
, cratical or popular) to check the power of the king-such as 
to justify in any way th~ comparison drawn by a modem 

, historian l;>etween the Macedonian and English constitutions. 
· The first proceeding of Philip, in dealing with his numerous 
enemies, was to buy off the Thracians by seasonable presents 
and promises ; so that the competition of Pausanias for the 
throne became no longer dangerous. There remained as ' 
assailants the Athenians with Argreus from seaward, and the 
Illyrians from landward. 

But Philip showed dexterity and energy sufficient to make 
head against all. While he hastened to reorganise the force of 
the countr;y, to extend the application of those improved miJi. 

,• tary arrangements which he had already been attempting in his 
own province, and to encourage his friends and soldiers by 
collective harangues,2 in a style and spirit such as the Mace
donians had never before heard from regal lips-he contrived 
to fence off the attack of the Athenians until a more convenient 

~ 'lloment. 
·· He knew that the possession of Amphipolis was tbe great 
, purpose for which they had been carrying on war against Mace-
danian for some years, and for which they now espoused the 
cause of Argreus. Accordingly he professed his readiness at 
once to give up to them this important place, withdrawing the 
Macedonian garrison whereby Perdikkas had held it against 
them, and leaving the town to its own citizens: This act was 
.'Jrobably construed by the Athenians as . tantamount to . an 
.ctual cession; for even if Amphipolis should still hold out 
,gainst them, they doubted not of their power to reduce it 
·hen unaided. Philip further despatched letters to Athens, 
xpressing an anxious desire to be received into her alliance, 
•n the same friendly terms as his father Amyntas before him. 3 

~ hese proceedings seem to have had the effect of making the 
\thenians lukewarm in the cause of Argreus. For Mantias the 
\tl?.enian admiral, though he conveyed that prince b:y sea to 
Methone, yet stayed in the seaport himself, while Argreus 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. vi. I, 6, 16. 2 Diodor. xvi. 2, 3· 
8 Demosthen€s cont. Aristokrat. p. 66o, s. 144· 
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marched inland-with some returning exiles, a body of me1 
cenaries, and a few Athenian volunteers-to .LEgre or Edessa ; 
hoping to procure admission into that ancient capital of th 
Macedonian kings. But the inhabitants refused to receiv 
him ; and in his march back to Methone, he was attacked an< 
completely defeated by Philip. His fugitive troops foun< 
shelter on a neighbouring eminence, but were speedily oblige< 
to surrender. Philip suffered the greater part of them t< 
depart on terms, requiring only that Argreus and the Mac( 
donian exiles should be delivered up to him. He treated th' 
Athenian citizens with especial courtesy, preserved to them al 
their property, and sent them home full of gratitude, wit) 
conciliatory messages to the people of Athens. The exiles 
Argreus among them, having become his prisoners, wer• 
probably put to death. 2 

The prudent lenity exhibited by Philip towards the Athenim 
prisoners, combined with his evacuation of Amphipolis, pro 
duced the most favourable effect upon the temper of th< 
Athenian public, and disposed them to accept his pacific offers 
Peace was accordingly concluded. Philip renounced all claim t< 
Amphipolis, acknowledging that town as a possession rightfull; 
belonging to Athens.3 By such renunciation he really aban 
doned no rightful :;:->ossession; for Am phi polis had neve 
belonged to the Macedonian kings; nor had any Macedoniar 
soldiers ever entered it until three or four years before, wher 
the citizens had invoked aid from Perdikkas to share in th< 
defence against Athens. But the Athenians appeared to hav( 
gained the chief prize for which they had been so long strug 
gling. They congratulated themselves in the hope, probabl) 
set forth with confidence by the speakers who supported th( 
peace, that the Amphipolitans alone would never think o 
resisting the acknowledged claims of Athens. 

Philip was thus relieved from enemies on the coast, and hac 
his hands free to deal with the Illyrians and Preonians of th 
interior. He marched into the territory of the Preonian 
(seemingly along the upper course of the river Axius), who 
he found weakened by the recent death of their king Agi 
He defeated their troops, and reduced them to submit t 
Macedonian supremacy. From thence he proceeded to attac 
the Illyrians-a more serious and formidable undertakin 
The names Illyrians, Pa:onians, Thraci'ans, &c., did n 

1 Diodor. xvi. 3 ; Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. p. 66o ut sup. Tw1 
7}p.edpwv '1'tlldS Troll.t-rwv, &c. Justin, vii. 6. 

2 Diodor. xvi. 3· 3 Diodor. xvi. 4· 
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esignate any united national masses, but were applied to a 
reat number of kindred tribes or clans, each distinct, 
eparately governed, and having its particular name and cus
oms. The Illyrian and Preonian tribes occupied a wide space 
f territory to the north and north-west of Macedonia, over the 

modern Bosnia nearly to the Julian Alps and the river Save. 
But during the middle of the fourth century before Christ, it 
seems that a large immigration of Gallic tribes from the west
ward was taking place, invading the territory of the more 
northerly Illyrians and Preonians, circumscribing their occu-

ancy and security, and driving them farther southward; some
imes impelling them to find subsistence and plunder by 
vasions of Macedonia or by maritime piracies against Grecian 

ommerce in the Adriatic.1 The Illyrians had become more • 
angerous neighbours to Macedonia than they were in the 
me of Thucydides ; and it seems that a recent coalition of 

heir warriors, for purposes of invasion and plunder, was now 
n the zenith of its force. It was under a chief named Bardylis, 
ho had raised himself to command from the humble occupa-

ion of a charcoal burner; a man renowned for his bravery, 
ut yet more renowned for .tealings rigidly just towards his 
oldiers, especially in the distribution' of plunder.2 Bardylis 
rid his Illyrians had possessed themselves of a considerable 
ortion of Western Macedonia (west of Mount Bermius), occu
ying for the most part the towns, villages, and plains, 3 and 
estricting the native Macedonians to the defensible, yet barren 
ills. Philip marched to attack them, at the head of a force 
hich he had now contrived to increase to the number of 

IO,ooo foot and 6oo horse. The numbers of Bardylis were 
bout equal ; yet on hearing of Philip's approach, he sent a 
roposition tendering peace, on the condition that each party 
hould retain what it actually possessed. His proposition being 
ejected, the two armies speedily met. Philip had collected 
round him on the right wing his chosen Macedonian troops, 
ith whom' he made his most vigorous onset ; manceuvring at 

he •same time with a body of cavalry so as to attack the left 
ank of the Illyrians. The battle, contested with the utmost 

1 See the remarks of Niebuhr, on these migrations of Gallic tribes from 
he west; and their effect upon the prior population established between the 

anube· and the Mgeari Sea (Niebuhr, Vortrage tiber alte Ge3chichte, 
· ol. iii. pp. 225, 281 ; also the earlier work of the. same author-Kleine 
chriften, Untersu~hungen tiber die Geschichte der Skythen, p. 375). 
2 Theopompus, Fragm. 35, ed. Didot; Cicero de Officiis, ii. I I ; Diodor. 

vi. 4· 
3 Arrian, vii. 9, 2, 3· 
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obstinacy on both sides, was for some time undecided ; nc 
could the king of Macedon break the oblong square into whic 
his enemies had formed themselves. But at length his cavalr 
were enabled to charge them so effectively in flank and rea' 
that victory declared in his favour. The Illyrians fled, wer 
vigorously pursued with the loss of 7ooo men, and never agai 
rallied. Bardylis presently sued for peace, and consented t 
purchase it by renouncing all his conquests in Macedonia 
while Philip pushed his victory so strenuously, as to reduce t' 
subjection all the tribes eastward of Lake Lychnidus.1 

These operations against the inland neighbours of Mao 
donia must have occupied a year or two. During that interva 
Philip left Amphipolis to itself, having withdrawn from it th' 
Mac<;donian garrison as a means of conciliating the Atheniam 
We might have expected that they would forthwith have availe• 
themselves of the opening and taken active measures for rt 
gaining Amphipolis. They knew the value of that city: the 
considered it as of right theirs : they had long been anxiou 
for its repossession, and had even besieged it five years before 
though seemingly only with a mercenary force, which wa 
repelled mainly by the aid of P~;ilip's predecessor Perdikka~ 
Amphipolis was not likely to surrender '') them voluntarily 
but when thrown upon its own resources, it might perhap 
have been assailed with success. Yet they remained withou 
making any attempt on the region at the mouth of the rive 
Strymon. We must recollect (as has been already narrated 2: 

that during 359 B.C., and the first part of 358 B.c., they wer 
carrying on operations in the Thracian Chersonese, agaim 
Charidemus and Kersobleptes, with small success and disgrac( 
ful embarrassment. These vexatious operations in the Cher 
sonese-in which peninsula many Athenians were interested a 
private proprietors, besides the public claims of the city-rna 
perhaps have absorbed wholly the attention of Athens, so as t 
induce her to postpone the acquisition of Amphipolis unt 
they were concluded; a conclusion which did not arrive (a 

1 Diodor. xvi. 4-8. Frontinus (Strategem. ii. 3, 2) mentions a batt] 
gained by Philip against the Illyrians; wherein, observing that their chose 
troops were in the centre, he placed his own greatest strength in his rigl 
wing, attacked and beat their left· wing ; then came upon their centre -i 
flank and defeated their whole army. Whether this be the battle allude 
to, we cannot say. The tactics employed are the same as those ' 
Epaminondas at Leuktra and Mantineia; strengtll.ening one wm 
peculiarly for the offensive, and keeping back the rest· of the army upo 
the defensive. 

D See vol. x. chap. lxxx. 
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Eubrea; and that in· the course of thirty days the The bans 
were so completely worsted, as to be forced to evacuate it 
under capitulation. A body of mercenaries under Chares con
tributed to the Athenian success. Yet it seems not clear that 
success was so easy and rapid as the orators are fond of assert
ing.1 However, their boast, often afterwards repeated, in so 
far well founded, that Athens fully accomplished her object, 
rescued the Eubreans from Thebes, and received the testi
monial of their gratitude in the form of a golden wreath 
dedicated in the Athenian acropolis. 2 The Eubrean cities, 
while acknowledged as autonomous, continued at the same 

1 
time to be enrolled as members of the Athenian confederacy, 

1 sending deputies to the synod at Athens ; towards the general 
purposes of which they· paid an annual tribute, assessed at five 
talents each for Oreus (or Histi:ea) and Eretria.s 

On the conclusion of this Eubrean enterprise, Chares with 
his mercenaries was sent forward to the Chersonese, where 
he at length extorted from Charidemus and Kersobleptes the 
.~vacuation of that peninsula and its cession to Athens, after 
a long train of dilatory manreuvres and bad faith on their 
part. I have, in my preceding chapters, described these 
events, remarking at the same time that Athens attained at 
this moment the maximum of her renewed foreign power and 
second confederacy, which had begun in 378 B.c.4 But her 
period of exaltation was very short. It was speedily overthrown 
by two important events-the Social War, and the conquests 
of Philip in Thrace. 

sthenes, but may be inferred from Plutarch,. De Gloria Athen. p. 350 F. 'Ev 
cji Ttp.&8eos Eli/3o<a.v 'h71.ev8epov, which, in the case of a military man like 
Timotheus, can hardly allude merely to the speech which he made in the 
assembly. Diokl@s is mentioned by Demosthenes as having concluded tbe 
convention with the The bans; but this does not necessarily imply that he 
was commander: see Demosth. cont. Meidiam, p. 570, s. 219. 

About Philinus as colleague of Demosthenes in the trierarchy, see 
Demosthen. cont. Meidiam, p. 566, s. 204. 

1 Diodorus (xvL 7) states that the contest in Eubrea lasted for some 
considerable time. 

Demosthenes talks of the expecition as having reached its destination in 
three days, lEschines in five days ; the latter states also that within thirty 
days the Thebans ;were vanquished and expelled (Demosthenes cont. 
Androtion. p. 597, s. I7 ; 1Eschines cont. Ktesiphont. P· 397, c. 3I). 

About Chares and the mercenaries, see Demosthenes cont. Aristokrat. 
p. 678, s. 2o6. 

2 Demosthenes cont. Androtion. p. 616, s. 89, cont. Timokrat. p. 756, 
s. 205. 

8 1Eschines cont. Ktesiphont. pp. 40~, 403, 404, c. 32, 33 ; Demosthenes 
pro Megalopolitan. p. 204, s. 16. 4 See vol. x. chap. lxxx. 
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The Athenian confederacy, recently slrengthened by the 

rescue of Eubcea, numbered among its members a large 
proportion of the islands in the .tEgean as well as the Grecian 
seaports in Thrace. The list included the islands Lesbos, 
Chios, Samos (this last now partially occupied by a body of 
Athenian Kleruchs or settlers), Kos and Rhodes ; together 
with the important city of Byzantium. It was shortly after 
the recent success "in Eubcea, that Chios, Kos, Rhodes, and 
Byzantium revolted from Athens by concert, raising a serious 
war against her, known by the name of the Social War. 

Respecting the proximate causes of this outbreak we find 
unfortunately little information. There was now, and had 
always been since 378 B.c., a synod of deputies from all the 
confederate cities habitually assembling at Athens; such as 
had not subsisted under the first Athenian empire in its full 
maturity. How far the synod worked efficiently, we do not 
know. At least it must have afforded to the allies, if aggrieved, 
a full opportunity of making their complaints heard; and of 
criticising the application of the common fund to which each 
of them contributed. But the Athenian confederacy which 
had begun (378 B.c.) in a generous and equal spirit of common 
maritime defence,1 had gradually become perverted, since the 
humiliation of the great enemy Sparta at Leuktra, towards 
purposes and interests more exclusively Athenian. Athens 
had been conquering the island of Samos -Pydna, Potidrea, 
and Methane, on the coast of Macedonia and Thrace·-and 
the Thracian Chersonese ; all of them acquisitions made for 
herself alone, without any advantage to the confederate synod 
-and made too in great part to become the private property 
of her own citizens as Kleruchs, in direct breach of her public 
resolution passed in 378 B.c., not to permit any appropriation 
of lands by Athenian citizens out of Attica. 

In proportion as Athens came to act more for her own 
separate aggrandisement, and less for interests common to 
the whole confederacy, the adherence of the larger confederate 
states grew more and more reluctant. But what contributed 
yet further to detach them from Athens, was, the behaviour 
of her armaments on service, consisting in great proportion 
of mercenaries, scantily and irregularly paid; whose disorderly 
and rapacious exaction, especially at the cost of the confederates 
of Athens, is characterised in strong terms by all the contem-

1 Demosthen@s, De Rhodior. Libertat. p. 194, s. I 7· IIaphv a.lYro'is 
(the Rhodians) ''Ell.l\1J<Tt tca.l flel\r(o<Ttv avrwv OJ.<LV ~, t<Tov <TVJ.<J.<"
X"'iv, &c. 
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porary orators-Demosthenes, LEschines, Isohates, &c. The 
commander, having no means of 13aying his soldiers, was often 
compelled to obey their predatory impulses, and conduct them 
to the easiest place from whence money could be obtained; 
indeed some of the commanders, especially Chares, were 
themselves not less ready than their soldiers to profit by such 
depredations.1 Hence the armament sent out by Athens 
sometimes saw little of the enemy whom they were sent to 
combat, preferring the easier and more lucrative proceeding 
of levying contributions from friends, and of plundering the 
trading vessels met with at sea. Nor was it practicable for 
Athens to prevent such misconduct, when her own citizens 
refused to serve personally, and when she employed foreigners, 
hired for the occasion, but seldom regularly paid.2 The suffer
ing, alarm, and alienation, arising from hence among the 
confederates, was not less mischievous than discreditable to 
Athens. We cannot doubt that complaints in abundance 
were raised in the confederate synod; but 'they must have 
been unavailing, since the abuse continued until the period 
shortly preceding the battle of Chreroneia. 

Amidst such apparent dispositions on the part of Athens 
to neglect the interests of the confederacy for purposes of her 
own, and to tolerate or encourage the continued positive 
depredations, of unpaid armaments-discontent naturally grew 
up, manifesting itself most powerfully among some of the 
larger dependencies near the Asiatic coast. The islands of 
Chios, Kos, and Rhodes, together with the important city of 
Byzantium on the Thracian Bosphorus, took counsel together, 

1 Diodor. xv. 95· 
2 Demosthenes., Philip. i. p. 46, s. 28. 'E~ oli 3' atl.,.?. ~ea.6' a~ .. ?. .,.?. 

{evtKa ~}'LV <T'Tpct'T~VE'Tctt, 'TOOS </J(I\ovs VtiCfj ,Kctl 'TOOS <TV}J-}J-aX,ovs, o/ 3' ~X,Opol 
P-•l(ovs 'TOV 15lov'TOS "')wyova<Tw. Ka.l ?rttpaK{nfctV'Tct ~,..l .,.(w T>js ?rOI\Ews 
?!"01\E}J-OV, ?rpOS· 'ApTJ./3a.(ov Kctl 71"1!.1/'Tct'X,OL }J-al\1\oV otX,E'Tctl 71"Af0V'Tct' IJ IJ~ 
<TTpct'T7f')'OS aKoAov8t!i· el~eor«>S' o~ "')'ap l<T'Ttll llpxew }J-'1/ litOov'Tct /-'tO'IMv. 

Ibid. p. 53. s. 51. ~071"01 15' av <T'Tptt'T1}"')1011 Kctl 1/1~</Jtlf}J-C ICEVIW ICctl 'T?.s •ho 
'TOV !31,!-'ct'TOS (1\,..[lia.s ~IC?!"Ef.lo/11'TE, ovoev Of'LV .,.r;,v OEOI/'TWI/ "')ll"')IVE'Tctl, &1\1\. 0 I 
}J-h ~X,Opol ICC'TC"')IEI\fil<TtV, o/IJe <TO}J-JL<tXOI 'TE611a(ft 'rtP IJfEI 'TOiJs 
'TOIOV'TOVS &.?ro<T'TOI\ovs. 

Ibid. p. 53, s. 53· Nvv 3' els 'Tov6' l\~eet .,?. ?rpd"')lp.ctu al<Txvvns, IJJ<TTe 
'Tiilv 11''Tpa.'T7)"')1WV gKalf'rO$ Ills Kctl Tpls KplvE'Tctl 7rttp' O}J-tV 7rEpl eavd'TOII, ?rpos 
IJ~ 'TOOs ~X,Opoos ovoels oviJ' li7ra~ ctVTfilv &."')lwlll<Ta<T0at 7rEpl 6avd'rov '1'01\p.fj, 
&.1\1\a 'TOV 'Tiilll ·&.vllpa?rOOt<T'TiiJV Kal 1\w?roiJu.,.iiJv Odvtt'TOV p.al\1\ov a.lpovV'Tctt 'TOV 
?rpo<T~ICOV'TOS. 

Compare Olynthi~c ii. p. 26, s. 28; De Chersoneso, p. 95, s. 24-27, 
cont. Aristokrat. p. 639, s. 69 ; De Republ. Ordinand. ?repl ~v11rc£~ews, 
p. 167, s. 7· Also .IEschin~s de Fals. Legat. p. 264, c. 24; Isokrat~s, De 
Pace, s. 57, x6o. 
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and declared themselves detached from Athens and her con
federacy. According to the spirit of the convention, sworn 
at Sparta, immediately before the battle of Leuktra, and of 
the subsequent alliance, sworn at Athens, a few months 
afterwards 1-obligatory and indefeasible confederacies stood 
generally condemned among the Greeks, so that these islands 
were justified in simply seceding when they thought fit. But 
their secession, which probably Athens would, under . all 
circumstances, have resisted, was proclaimed in a hostile 
manner, accompanied with accusations that she had formed 
treacherous projects against them. It was moreover fomented 
by the intrigues, as well as aided by the arms, of the Karian 
prince Mausolus.2 Since the peace of Antalkidas, the whole 
Asiatic coast had been under the unresisted dominion either 
of satraps or of subordinate princes dependent upon Persia, 
who were watching for opportunities of extending their con
quests in the neighbouring islands. Mausolus appears to have 
occupied both Rhodes and Kos; provoking in the former 
island a revolution which placed it under an oligarchy, not 
only devoted to him, but further sustained by the presence 
of a considerable force of his mercenary troops. 8 The govern
ment of Chios appears to have been always oligarchical; which 
fact was one ground for want of sympathy between the Chians 
and Athens. Lastly, the Byzantines had also a special ground 
for discontent; since they assumed the privilege of detaining 
and taxing the corn-ships from the Euxine in their passage 
through the Bosphorus 4-while Athens, as chief of the insular 
confederacy, claimed that right for herself, and at any rate 
protested against the use of such power by any other city for 
its own separate profit. 

This revolt, the beginning of what is termed the Social War, 
was a formidable shock to the foreign ascendency of Athens. 
Among all her confederates, Chios was the largest and most 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. vi. 3, r8 ; vi. 5, 2. 
~ Demosthenes, De Rhodior. Libertat. p. 191, s. 3· 'H<T<cl.t:r<wTo "Yap 

.;,p.as br</3ovA.euew aflToZs X<o< 1<al Bv(cl.vTIO< Kal 'P&ow< ""l o1a T«vTa 
<TVVE<TT'f/<T<XV lcp' .;,p.as TbV 'TEAEU'T<XLOV 'TOV'TOVl '71:0AEjJ-OV" cpav-f!t:rE'T<XI o' 0 p.~v 
7rpvTavev<ras T«vTa K«l 1rel<ras Mau<rwA.os, cplA.os •lva< cpdt:rKwv 'Poolwv, Tt)V 
iA.Ev6eplav abTwV &cppp'1/p.EVos. 

8 Demosthen. De Rhodior. Libert. p. 195, s. 17, p. 198, s. 34; De Pace, 
p. 63, s. 25 ; Diodor. xvi. 7· 

4 Demosthen. De Pace, p. 63, s. 25. ('Ewp.ev) Tbv Kapa .,.as v~<rovs 
KaTaA.ap./3&.v•w, Xlov Kal Kwv ""l 'Pooov, Kal Bv(avTlovs KaT&."Y"'" .,.a 
1rA.ola, &c. 

Compare Demosthenes adv. Polykl. p. 1207, s. 6, p. 121 r, s. 22; adv. 
Leptinem, p. 475, s. 68. 
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powerful, the entire island being under one single government. 
Old men, like Plato and Isokrates, might perhaps recollect the 
affright occasioned at Athens fifty-four years before (B.c. 412) 
by the 'news of the former revolt of Chios, 1 shortly after the 
great disaster before Syracuse. And probably the alarm was 
not much less, when the Athenians were now apprised of the 
quadruple defection among their confederates near the Asiatic 
coast. The joint armament of all four was mustered at Chios, 
whither Mausolus also sent a reinforcement. The Athenians 
equipped a fleet with land-forces on board, to attack the 
island; and on this. critical occasion we may presume that 
their citizens would overcome the reluctance to serve in person. 
Chabrias was placed in command of the fleet, Chares of the 
land-force; the latter was disembarked on the island, and 
a joint attack upon the town of Chios, by sea and land at the 
same moment, was concerted. When Chares marched up to 
the walls, the Chians and their allies felt strong enough to 
come forth and hazard a battle, with no decisive result; 
while Chabrias at the same time attempted with the fleet to 
force his way into the harbour. But the precautions for 
defence had been effectively taken, and the Chian seamen 
were resolute. Chabrias, leading the attack with his character
istic impetuosity, became entangled among the enemy's vessels, 
was attacked on all sides, and fell gallantly fighting. The 
other Athenian ships either were not forward in following him, 
or could make no impression. Their attack completely failed, 
and the fleet was obliged to retire, with little loss apparently, 
except that ·of the brave admiral. Chares with his land-force 
having been again taken aboard, the Athenians forthwith sailed 
away from Chios.2 

This repulse at Chios was a serious misfortune to Athens. 
Such was the dearth of military men and the decline of the 
military spirit, in that city, that the loss of a warlike citizen, 
daring as a soldier and tried as a commander, like Chabrias, 

1 Tbucyd. viii. 15. 
2 The account of this event comes to us in a meagre and defective 

n1anner, Diodorus, xvi. 7; Cornelius Nepos, Chabrias, c. 4; Plutarch, 
Phokion, c. 6. 

D~mosthenes, in an harangue delivered three years afterwards, mentions 
the death of Chabrias, and eulogises his conduct at Chios among his 
other glorious deeds ; but gives no particulars (Demosth. cont. Leptin. 
pp. 481, 482). 

Cornelius Nepos says that Chabrias was not commander, but only 
serving as a private soldier on shipboard. I think this less probable than 
the statement of Diodorus, that he was joint-commander with Chares. 

H 2 
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was never afterwards repaired. To the Chians and their allies, 
on the other hand, the event was highly encouraging. They 
were enabled, not merely to maintain their revolt, but even to 
obtain fresh support, and to draw into the like defection other 
allies of Athens-among them seemingly Sestos and other 
cities on the Hellespont. For some months they appear to 
have remained masters of the sea, with a fleet of roo triremes, 
disembarking and inflicting devastation on the Athenian islands 
of Lemnos, Imbros, Samos, and elsewhere, so as to collect 
a sum for defraying their expenses. They were even strong 
enough to press the town of Samos by close siege, until at 
length the Athenians, not without delay and difficulty, got 
together a fleet of 120 triremes, under the joint command of 
Chares, Iphikrates with his son Menestheus, and Timotheus. 
Notwithstanding that Samos was under siege, the Athenian 
admirals thought it prudent to direct their first efforts to the 
reduction of Byzantium; probably from the paramount import
ance of keeping open the two straits between the Euxine and 
the 1Egean, in order that the corn-ships, out of the former, 
might come through in safety.1 To protect Byzantium, the 
Chians and their allies raised the siege of Samos, and sailed 
forthwith to the Hellespont, in which narrow strait both fleets 
were collected-as the Athenians and Laced::emoni&ns had 
been during the closing years of the Peloponnesian war. A 
plan of naval action had been concerted by the three Athenian 
commanders, and was on the point of taking place, when 
there supervened a sudden storm, which, in the judgement 
both of Iphikrates and Timotheus, rendered it rash and 
perilous to persist in the execution. They therefore held off, 
while Chares, judging differently, called upon the trierarchs 
and seamen to follow him, and rushed into the fight without 
his colleagues. He was defeated, or at least was obliged to 
retire without accomplishing anything. But so incensed was 
he against his two colleagues, that he wrote a despatch to 
Athens accusing them of corruption and culpable backwardness 
against the enemy.2 

1 It appears that there was a great and general scarcity of corn during 
this year 357 B. c. Demosthen~s ad v. Leptinem, p. 467, s. 38. n p o.,. ~ p u <T' 
<T<'I'olielas 1rapi'l. 1ra<Tw U.v8pcfJ7ro<s 'Y•vop.~v'ljs, &c. That oration was delivered 
in 355 B.C. 

2 I follow chiefly the account given of these transactions by Diodorns, 
meagre and unsatisfactory as it is (xvi. 21). Nepos (Timotheus, c. 3) 
differs from Diodorus on several points. He states that both Samos and 
the Hellespont had revolted from Athens; and that the locality in which · 
Char@s made his attack, contrary to the judgement of his two colleagues, 



Central Greece 203 
The three joint admirals were thus placed not merely in 

opposition, but in bitter conflict, among themselves. At the 
trial of accountability, undergone by all of them not long 
afterwards at Athens, Chares stood forward as the formal 
accuser of his two colleagues, who in their turn also accused 
him. He was seconded in his attack by Aristophon, one of 
the most practised orators of the day. Both of theni charged 
Iphikrates and Timotheus with having received bribes from 
the Chians and Rhodians, 1 and betrayed their trust; by 
deserting Chares at the critical moment when it had been 
determined beforehand to fight, and when an important success 
might have been gained. 

How the justice of the case stood, we cannot decide. The 
characters of Iphikrates and Timotheus raise strong presumption 
that they were in the right and their accuser in the wrong. 
Yet it must be recollected that the Athenian public (and 
probably every other public-ancient or modern-Roman, 
English, or French) would naturally sympathise with the 
forward and daring admiral, who led the way into action, 

was near Samos,.-not in the Hellespont. He affirms further that Mene· 
stheus, son of Iphikrates, was named as colleague of Chares; and that 
Iphikrates and Timotheus were appointed as advisers of Menestheus. 

As to the last assertion-that Timotheus only served as adviser to his 
junior relative and not as a general formally named-this is not probable 
in itself; nor seemingly consistent with Isokrates (Or xv. De Permutat. s. 
137), who represents Timotheus as afterwards passing through the usual 
trial of accountability. Nor can Nepos be correct in saying that Samos had 
now revolted ; for we find it still in possession of Athens after the Social 
War, and we know that a fresh batch of Athenian Kleruchs were afterwards 
sent there. 

On the other hand, I think Nepos is probably right in his assertion, that 
the Hellespont· now revolted (" descierat Hellespontus "). This is a fact 
in itself noway improbable, and helping us to understand how it happened 
that Chares conquered Sestos afterwards in 353 B. c. (Diodor. xvi. 34), and 
that the Athenians are said to have then recovered the Chersonesus from 
Kersobleptes. · 

Poly::enus (iii. 9, 29) has a story representing the reluctance of Iphikrates 
to fight, as having been manifested near Embata ; a locality not agreeing 
either with Nepos or with Diodorus. Embata was on the continent of Asia, 
in the territory of Erythrre. . 

See respecting the relations of Athens with Sestos, my preceeding chapter, 
chap. lxxx. vol. x. 

Our evidence respecting this period is so very defective, that nothing like 
certainty is attainable. 

1 Deinarchus cont. Philokl. s. 17. 'EJ<aTiw Tall.awrwv T<p:fwav-r<s (Tt,u&Ooov), 
8-r< xp~p.a-r' ab-rov 'Ap<<tTocpwv (cf>'ll ..-qpa Xlwv <lll.'l)cpevCY.< Kal 'Polllwv: compare 
Deinarch. cont. Demosthen. s. rs, where the same charge of bribery is 
alluded to, though ail-ros (cf>'ll is put in place of ab-rov 'Ap<<tTotpwv (cp'l/, 
seemingly by mistake of the transcriber. 
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fearing neither the storm nor the enemy, and calling upon his 
colleagues to follow. Iphikrates and Timotheus doubtless 
insisted upon the rashness of his proceedings, and set forth 
the violence of the gale. But this again would be denied by 
Chares, and would stand as a point where the evidence was 
contradictory; captains and seamen being produced as witnesses 
on both sides, and the fleet being probably divided into two 
opposing parties. The feeling of the Athenian Dikasts might 
naturally be, that Iphikrates and Timotheus ought never to 
have let their colleague go into action unassisted, even though 
they disapproved of the proceeding. Iphikrates defended 
himself partly by impeaching the behaviour of Chares, partly 
by bitter retort upon his other accuse: Aristophon. "Would 
JOlt (he asked) betray the fleet for money?" "No," was the 
reply. "Well, then, you, Aristophon, would not betray the 
fleet; shall I, Iphikrates, do so?" 1 

The issue of this important cause was, that Iphikrates was 
acquitted, while Timotheus was found guilty and condemned 
to the large fine of 100 talents. Upon what causes such 
difference of sentence turned, we make out but imperfectly. 
And it appears that Iphikrates, far from exonerati .; himself 
by throwing blame on T'motheus, emphatically assumed the 
responsibility of the whole proceeding; while his son Mene
stheus tendered an accurate account, within his own knowledge, 
of all the funds received and disbursed by the army.2 

The cause assigned by Isokrates, the personal friend of 
Timotheus, is, the extreme unpopularity of the latter in the 
city. Though as a general and on foreign service, Timotheus 
conducted himself not only with scmpulous justice to every 
one, but with rare forbearance towards the maritime allies 
whom other generals vexed and plundered-yet at home his 
demeanour was intolerably arrogant and offensive, especially 
towards the leading speakers who took part in public affairs. 
While recognised as a man of ability and as a general who 
had rendered valuable service, he had thus incurred personal 
unpopularity and made numerous enemies ; chiefly among 
those most able to do him harm. Isokrates tells us that he 
had himself frequently remonstrated with Timotheus (as Plato 

1 See Aristotel. Rhetoric. ii. 24 ; iii. ro. Quintilian, Inst. Or. v. 12, ro. 
2 Isokrates, Or. xv. (Permutat.) s. I37· el Torra.{;Ta.s ,.,;,, .,.OJ..ets ~ll.6vTa., 

f.'Tili•f.'la.v ll' &7roll.erra.vTa., 7repl 7rpoliorr!a.s ~Kptve (~ 7r6ll.ts Ttf.'OOeov), «a.l 7rctll.w 
el lltll&,.,.os e!Je{;,a.s a.vToii, ~ea.l Ttts 1'-/;" 7rpct~••s 'IcJ>t«pM-ous &va.li•xof.'evou, 
Tlw ll' inrtp TOW XP'Y/f.'<iTwv ll.67ov Meverr8lws, ToUTous f.'~" ;,..,.Jll.urre, Ttf.'OOeov 
ll< TUfJ'OVTOtS o(rJf.'iWrrE XP~f.'a.UtP, 3rrots oVIitva. 7rrfJ'II:OTE TWP 11:PO"'fE"YE"'1f.'lvwv. 
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admonished Dion) on this serious fault, which overclouded his 
real ability, caused him to be totally misunderstood, and laid 
up against him a fund of popular dislike sure to take melancholy 
effect on some suitable occasion. Timotheus (according to 
Isokrates), though admitting the justice of the reproof, was 
unable to conquer his own natural disposition. I If such was 
the bearing of this eminent man, as described by his intimate 
friend, we may judge how it would incense unfriendly politicians, 
and even indifferent persons who knew him only from his 
obvious exterior. Iphikrates, though by nature a proud man, 
was more discreet and conciliatory in his demeanour, and 
more alive to the mischief of political odium. 2 Moreover he 
seems to. have been an effective speaker 8 in public, and his 
popularity among the military men in Athens was so marked, 
that on this very trial many of them manifested their sympathy 
by appearing in arms near the Dikastery.4 Under these cir
cumstances, we may easily understand that Chares and Ari
stophon might find it convenient to press their charge more 
pointedly against Timotheus than against Iphikrates; and 
that the Dikastery, while condemning the former, may have 
been less convinced of the guilt of the latter, and better 
satisfied in every way to acquit him.5 

1 Isokrates, Or. xv. (Permutat.) s. 146. TavTa li' &1<ovwv !Jp9ws p.~v 
cpatrH:I p.e ii.E')'ELV, ov p.~v oT6s .,.. i)v T~v cp?Ju,v p.eTafJail.eiv, &c. 

Isokrates goes !..t some length into the subject from s. 137 to s. 147. 
[he discourse ·was composed seemingly in 353 B.C., about one year after 
he death of Timotheus, and four years after the trial here described. 

2 Demosthenes cont. Meidiam, pp. 534, 535 ; Xenoph. Hellen. vi. 2, 39· 
3 Dionysius Halikarnass., Judicium de Lysiil, p. 481; Justin, vi. 5· 

Aristotle in his Rhetorica borrows several illustrations on rhetorical 
points from the speeches of Iphikrates; but none from any speeches of 
Timotheus. 

4 Polyrenus, iii. 9, 29. That this may have been done with the privity 
and even by the contrivance of Iphikrates, is probable enough. But it 
seems to me that any obvious purpose of intimidating the Dikastery would 
have been likely to do him more harm than good. 

5 Rehdantz (Vitre Iphicratis, Chabrire, et Timothei, p. 224 seqq.), while 
collecting and discussing instructively all the facts respecting these two 
commanders;-places the date of this memorable trial in the year 354 B.c. ; 
three years after the events to which it relates, and two years after the 
peace which concluded the Social War. Mr. Clinton (Fast. Hellenici, 
B. c. 354) gives the same statement. I dissent from their opinion on the 
date ; and think that the trial must have occurred very soon after the 
abortive battle in the Hellespont-that is in 357 B.C. (or 356 B.c.}, while 
the Social War was still going on. . 

Rehdantz and Mr. Clinton rely on the statement of Dim1ysius Halikarnass. 
(De Dinarcho Judicium, p. 667). Speaking of an oration falsely ascribed 
to Deinarchus, Dionysius says, that it was spoken before the maturity of 
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A fine of xoo talents is said to have been imposed upon 

Timotheus, the largest fine (according to Isokratt~s) ever 
imposed at Athens. Upon his condemnation he retired to 
Chalkis, where he died three years afterwards, in 354 B.c. In 
the year succeeding his death, his memory was still very 
unpopular ; yet it appears that the fine was remitted to his 
family, and that his son Konon was allowed to compromise 
the demand by a disbursement of the smaller sum of ten 
talents for the repairs of the city walls. It seems evident that 
Timotheus by his retirement evaded payment of the full fine; 
so that his son Konon appears after him as one of the richest 
citizens in Athens.1 

The loss of such a citizen as Timotheus was a fresh mis-

that orator-eYP")'TII.I "fttp f'T£ 'Toil tr'Tpa'T'I)')'ov T1p.oelov (wv"Tos, Ka.'Ttt 'TOV xp&vov 
'1'0v T~s p.erO. Mevecr8Jws O'TpaT1J'Y[as, lcp' V -rtts eiJOVvas tnrouxWv, f&.Aw. 
Ttp.06eos lif 'Tas evOvvas {nrltrX7JK€V ~11"l Awrlp.ov, 'TOV p.e'TO, Kall.ll.ltr'Tpa.'TOP, 3'Te 
Ka.l. • • • . These are the last words in the MS., so that the sentence 
stands defective ; Mr. Clinton supplies ~nll.eO'T1)trev, which is very 
probable. 

The archonship of Diotimus is in 354-353 B. c. ; so that Dionysius here 
states the trial to have taken place in 354 B. c. But on the other hand, the 
same Dionysius, in another passage, states the same trial to have taken 
pla~e while the Social War was yet going on; that is, some time between 
358 and 355 B.c. De Lysiii Judicium, p. 480. lP 'YaP 'Trf trvp.p.ax•"rf 
'lrol\.IJ.Lrp -r~v elua'Y-yei\lav 'Icpucpcl:r'T]S 'h'Yri>vur-rat, Kal TO.s eV86vas {nri(fX'fJIC€ 
TiJs tr'Tpar1)"fla.s, ws E~ a.v'Tov 'TOV li.O"fOV 'Yl'Yv•'Tat Ka.ra.<j>a.vls· 
oO'Tos ll< IJ .,.&ll.ep.os .,.[.,...,.., Ka.rO. 'A"fa6oKll.la. Ka.l 'Ell.11"iv1)v lfpxov'Ta.s. The 
archonships of Agathokles and Elpines cover the interval between 
Midsummer 357 B.C. and Midsummer 355 B.c. 

It is plain that these two passages of Dionysius contradict each other. 
Rehdantz and Mr. Clinton notice the contradiction, but treat the passage 
first cited as containing the truth, and the other as erroneous. I cannot but 
think that the passage last cited is en titled to most credit, and that the true 
date of the trial was 357-356 B.c., not 354 B.C. When Dionysius asserts 
that the trial took place while the Social War was yet going on, he adds, 
"as is evident from the speech itself-ws E~ a.vroii Toii li.O"fOV 'Yl'Yv•'Ta.£ 
Ka.ra<J>avls." Here therefore there was no possibility of being misled by 
erroneous tables ; the evidence is direct and complete ; whereas he does 
not tell us on what authority he made the other assertion, about the 
archonship of Diotimus. Next, it is surely improbable that the abortive 
combat in the Hellespont, and the fierce quarrel between Chares and his 
colleagues, probably accompanied with great excitement in the fleet, could 
have remained without judicial settlement for three years. Lastly, assuming 
the statement about the archonship of Diotimus to be a mistake, we can 
easily see how the mistake arose. Dionysius has confounded the year in 
which Timotheus died, with the year of his trial. He seems to have 
died in 354 B. c. I will add that the text in this passage is not beyond 
suspicion. 

1 Cornelius Nepos, Timoth. c. 4; Rehdantz, Vit. I ph. Ch. et Timoth. 
p. 235; Isokrates, Or. xv. (Permutat.) s. 108, rro, 137. 
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fortune to her. He had conducted her armies with signal 
success, maintained the honour of her name throughout the 
Eastern and Western Seas, and greatly extended the list of 
her foreign allies. She had recently lost Chabrias in battle; 
a second general, Timotheus, was now taken from her; and 
the third, Iphikrates, though acquitted at the last trial, seems, 
as far as we can make out, never to have been subsequently 
employed on military_ command. These three were the last 
eminent military citizens at Athens; for Phokion, though brave 
and deserving, was not to be compared with either of them. 
On the other hand, Chares, a man of great personal courAge, 
but of no other merit, was now in the full swing of reputation. 
The recent judicial feud between the three Athenian admirals 
had been doubly injurious to Athens, first as discrediting 
Iphikrates and Timotheus, next as exalting Chares; to whom 
the sole command was now confided. 

In the succeeding year 356 B.c., Chares conducted another 
powerful fleet to attack the revolted allies. Being however 
not furnished with adequate funds from home to pay his 
troops, chiefly foreign mercenaries, he thought it expedient, 
on his own responsibility, to ~ - --•- an offer frotn Artabazus 
(satrap of Daskylium and the { 'uth of the Propontis), 
then in revolt against the Pers ~, Chares joined Arta-
bazus with his own army, reii ~·additional bodies of 
mercenaries recently disbandei :o2"_ersian satraps. With 

1 Diodor. xvi. 22. Demosthej ,.,ppic 1. p. 4v, ~· =~, l:•· • • 
emphatic passage, alluding to this pi cding on the part of Chares; which 
he represents as a necessary result d .ae remissness of the Athenians, who 
would neither serve personally themselves, nor supply their general with 
money to pay his foreign troops-and as a measure which the general could 
not avoid. 

. . . . . ~~ oll 8' a.l!,.?t Ka.6' a.V-rO. 'Tel ~evuc& ilp.'iv UTpa.TEl1eTat, 'TObs cf>li\ovs 
v<Kif Kal 'Tolls uupp.dxous, ol 1l' ~X6pol f<el(ous 'TOV 1l~ov'Tos 'YE'YOvauw. Kal 
wapaK{njlav'Ta ~ ... l 'Tiw 'Ti)s w&ll.ews w&A.ef<ov, wpos 'Ap.,.d/3a(ov Kal 
wav'Taxoi' f<iill.ll.ov otxe'Ta< wll.~ov'Ta' lJ ·1l~ U'Tpa'T'I}'YOS l<Koll.ou6ei'· elKO'Tws· 
oli -yap lu'Tw ll.pxew ,.t, 1l<1lOv'Ta f<«r86v. Compare the Scholia on the same 
oration, a passage which occurs somewhat earlier, p. 44, s. 22. 

It seemll evident, from this passage, that the Athenians were at first 
displea.sed with such diversion from the regular purpose of the war, though 
the payment from Artabazus afterwards partially reconciled them to it ; 
which is somewhat different from the statement of Diodorus. 

From an inscription (cited in Rehdantz, Vitre Iphicratis, Chabrire, &c. 
p. 158) we make out that Chares, Charidemus, and Phokion, were about this 
time in joint-command of the Athenian fleet near Lesbos, and that they 
were in some negotiation as to pecuniary supplies with the Persian OronU~s 
on the mainland. But the insq}j3ti00. is so mutilated, that no distinct 
matter of fact can be ascertained' \ 
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this entire force he gave battle to the king's troops under the 
command of Tithraustes, and gained a splendid victory; upon 
which Artabazus remunerated him so liberally, as to place the 
whole Athenian army in temporary affluence. The Athenians 
at home were at first much displeased with their general, for 
violating his instructions, and withdrawing his army from its 
prescribed and legitimate task. The news of his victory, 
however, and of the lucrative recompense following it, some
what mollified them. But presently they learned that the 
Persian king, indignant at such a gratuitous aggression on 
t:beir part, was equipping a large fleet to second the operations 
of their enemies. Intimidated by the prospect of Persian 
attack, they became anxious to conclude peace with the 
revolted allies ; who on their part were not less anxious to 
terminate the war. Embassies Leing exchanged, and negotia
tions opened, in the ensuing year (355 B.c., the third of the 
war) a peace was sworn, whereby the Athenians recognised 
the complete autonomy, and severance from their confederacy, 
of the revolted cities Chios, Rhodes, Kos, and Byzantium.1 

Such was the termination of the Social War, which fatally 
impaired the power, and lowered the dignity, of Athens. 
Imperfectly as we know the events, it seems clear that her 
efforts to meet this formidable revolt were feeble and inade
quate; evincing a sail downfall of energy since the year 
412 B.c., when she had contended with transcendent vigour 
against similar and even greater calamities, only a year after 
her irreparable disaster before Syracuse. Inglorious as the 
result of the Social War was, it had nevertheless been costly, 
and left Athens poor. The annual revenues of her confederacy 
were greatly lessened by the secession of so many important 
cities, and her public treasury was exhausted. It is just at 
this time that the activity of Demosthenes as a public adviser 
begins. In a speech delivered this year (355 B.c.), he notes 
the poverty of the treasury; and refers back to it in discourses 
of after time as a fact but too notorious.2 

1 Diodor. xvi. 22. I place little reliance on the Argument prefixed to 
the Oration of Isokrates De Pace. As far as I am able to understand the 
facts of this obscure period, it appears to me that the author of that Argu
ment has joined them together erroneously, and misconceived the situation. 

The assertion of Demosthenes, in the Oration against Leptines (p. 481, 
s. 90), respecting the behaviour of the Chians towards the memory of 
Chabrias, seems rather to imply that the peace with Chios had been 
concluded before that oration was delivered. It was delivered in the very 
year of the peace 355 B.C. 

2 Demnsthenes adv. Leptinem, p. 464, s. 26, 27 ; and De Corona, 
P· 305, s. 293· 
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But the misfortunes arising to Athens from the Social War 

did not come alone. It had the further effect of rendering 
her less competent for defence against the early aggressions of 
Philip of Macedon. 

That prince, during the first year of his accession (359 B.c.), 
had sought to conciliate Athens by various measures, but 
especially by withdrawing his garrison from Amphipolis, while 
he was establishing his military strength in the interior against 
the Illyrians and Preonians. He had employed in this manner 
a period apparently somewhat less than two years; and 
employed it with such success, as to humble his enemies in 
the interior, and get together a force competent for aggressive 
operations against the cities on the coast. During this interval, 
Amphipolis remained a free and independent city; formally 
renounced by Philip, and not assailed by the Athenians. Why 
they let slip this favourable opportunity of again enforcing by 
arms pretensions on which they laid so much stress-! have 
before partially (though not very satisfactorily) explained. 
Philip was not the man to let them enjoy the opportunity 
longer than he could help, or to defer the moment of active 
operations as they did. Towards the close of 358 B.c., finding 
his hands free from impediments in the interior, he forthwith 
commenced the siege of Amphipolis. The inhabitants are 
said to have been unfavottrably disposed towards him, and to 
have given him many causes for war.l It is not easy to 
understand what these causes could have been, seeing that 
so short a time before, the town had been garrisoned by 
Macedonians invoked as protectors against Athens ; nor were 
the inhabitants in any condition to act aggressively against 
Philip. 

Having in vain summoned Amphipolis to surrender, Philip 
commenced a strenuous siege, assailing the walls with battering
rams and other military engines. The weak points of the 
fortification must have been well known to him, from his own 
soldiers who had been recently in garrison. The inhabitants 
defended themselves with vigour ; but such was now the 
change of circumstances, that they were forced to solicit their 
ancient enemy Athens for aid against the Macedonian prince. 
Their envoys Hierax and Stratokles, reaching Athens shortly 
after the successful close of the Athenian expedition to Eubcea, 
presented themselves before the public assembly, urgently invit
ing the Athenians to come forthwith and occupy Amphipolis 

1 Diodor. xvi. 8. 
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as the only chance of rescue from Macedonian dominion.1 

We are not certain whether the Social War had yet broken 
out; if it had, Athens would be too much pressed with 
anxieties arising out of so formidable a revolt, to have means 
disposable even for the tempting recovery of the long-lost 
Amphipolis. But at any rate Philip had foreseen and counter
worked the prayers of the Amphipolitans. He sent a courteous 
letter to the Athenians, acquainting them that he was besieging 
the town, yet recognising it as belonging of right to them, and 
promising to restore it to them when he should have succeeded 
in the capture. 2 

Much of the future history of Greece turned upon the 
manner in which Athens dealt with these two conflicting 1 

messages. The situation of Amphipolis, commanding the 
passage over the Strymon, was not only all-important-as 
shutting up Macedonia to the eastward and as ope"· LL ~ 
gold regions around Mount Pangreus-but was also ea~uy 
defensible by the Athenians from seaward, if once acquired. 
Had they been clear-sighted in the appreciation of chances, 
and vigilant in respect to future defence, they might now have 
acquired this important place, and might have held it against 
the utmost efforts of Philip. But that fatal inaction which had 
become their general besetting sin, was on the present occasion 
encouraged by some plausible, yet delusive, pleas. The news 
of the danger of the Amphipolitans would be not unwelcome 
at Athens-where strong aversion was entertained towards 
them, as refractory occupants of a territory not their own, and 
as having occasioned repeated loss and humiliation to the 
Athenian arms. Nor could the Athenians at once shift their 
point of view, so as to contemplate the question on the ground 
of policy alone, and to recognise these old enemies as persons 
whose interests had now come into harmony with their own. 
On the other hand, the present temper of the Athenians 

1 Demosthenes, Olynth. i. p. II, s. 8. • . . • . el -y&p, 88' 1/j~eop.•v 
Ev/3oevrn /3e/3o'I]8'1]1COTes, ~eal wap1irrav 'Ap.<f>two"A<-rfiJv 'IIpa~ ~eal ~-rpa-ro~e"A1is .1wl 
-rov-rl -ro /37ip.a, ~ee"Aevov-res {Jp.as w"Aelv ~eal 7rapa"Aap./3&vew -rtw 1r6"Aw, .,.:q, 
ab-r:qv 7rapetx6p.e8' V7r~p {Jp.wv avTWII 7rpo8up.fav '/jV7rep V7rEp -r1is Eb/3o~wv 
<rWT'I/p{as, etxeT' tw 'Ap.<f>[7ro"Aw TOTE ~eal 1r&v-rwv TfiJv p.e-ri'o. Tavra &.v ~Te 
lx.1r'I]"A"Aa-yp.lvot 1rpa-yp.cf.Twv. 

2 Demosthenes cont. Aristokrat. p. 659, s. 138. . ..• ~elx.~ee7vo El~&.,.es, 
g.,., M"At7r7rOS, g.,.. p.€t• 'Ap.<f>[7roll.w ~7roll.t6p~e•t, 1v' bp.'iv 1rapalicji, woll.top~eeiv 
t¢'1/' l1reto:q o' (ll.a/3e, Kal Ilo-r(oatav 7rpo<ra<f>e(ll.eTO· 

Also the Oration De Halonneso, p. 83, s. 28. 0 0 0 0 T1is o' l7rt<TT071.1)s, 
~·· 1rpbs bp.as l1r•p.>/Jev (Philip) g.,.• 'Ap.<f>hro"Aw l7roli.<Op1W, lwt"Atll.'l]<rTat, ~" 
1i &p.o71.6-yet T~Jf 'Ap.<f>[7roll.tv vp.erlpcw eivat· t¢'11 -yap ~IC7r0ll.tap1C~<ra.s bp.iv 
ltwoOWaew Ws ofitrav Vp.eTEpo.v, &A.A., oV -rc'Cv ~X6V'rwv. 
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towards Philip was highly favourable. Not only had they 
made peace with him during the preceding year, but they also 
felt that he had treated them well both in evacuating Amphipolis 
and in dismissing honourably their citizens who had been 
taken prisoners in the army of his competitor Argreus.1 Hence 
they were predisposed to credit his positive assurance, that he 
only wished to take the place in order to expel a troublesome 
population who had wronged and annoyed him, and that he 
would readily hand it over to its rightful owners the Athenians. 
To grant the application of the Amphipolitans for aid, would 
thus appear, at Athens, to be courting a new war and breaking 
with a valuable friend, in order to protect an odious enemy, 
and to secure an acquisition which would at all events come to 
them, even if they remained still, through the cession of Philip. 
It is necessary to dwell upon the motives which determined 
Athens on this occasion to refrain from interference; since 
there were probably few of her resolutions which she afterwards 
more bitterly regretted. The letter of assurance from Philip 
was received and trusted; the envoys from Amphipolis were 
dismissed with a refusal. 

Deprived of all hope of aid from Athens, the Amphipolitans 
still held out as long as they could. But a party in the town 
entere<;I into correspondence with Philip to betray it, and the 
defence thus gradmilly became feebler. At length he made a 
breach in the walls, sufficient, with the aid of partisans within, 
to carry the city by assault, not without a brave resistance 
from those who still remained faithful. All the citizens un
friendly to him were expelled or fled, the rest were treated 
with lenity; but we are told that little favour was shown by 
Philip towards those who had helped in the betraya1.2 

Amphipolis was to Philip an acquisition of unspeakable 
'importance, not less for defence than for offence. It was not 
only the most convenient maritime station in Thrace, but it 
also threw open to him all the' country east of the Strymon, 
and especially the gold region near Mount Pangreus. He 
established himself firmly in his new position, which continued 
from henceforward one of the bulwarks of Macedonia, until 
the conquest of that kingdom by the Romans. He toQk no 

1 Demosthenes cont. Aristokrat. p. 66o, s. 144. 
2 Diodor, xvi. 8, with the passage from Libanius cited in Wesseling's 

note. Demosthenes, Olynth. i. p. ro, s. S· 
Hierax and Stratokles were the Amphipolitan envoys despatched to 

Athens to ask for aid against Philip. An Inscription yet remains, recording 
the sentence of perpetual banishment against Philo and Stratokles. See 
Boeckh, Corp. Inscr. No. zooS. 
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steps to fulfil his promise of handing over the place to the 
Athenians, who doubtless sent embassies to demand it. The 
Social War, indeed, which just now broke out, absorbed all 
their care and all their forces, so that they were unable, amidst 
their disastrous reverses at Chios and elsewhere, to take 
energetic measures in reference to Philip and Amphipolis. 
Nevertheless he still did not peremptorily refuse the surrender, 
but continued to amuse the Athenians with delusive hopes, 
suggested through his partisans, paid or voluntary, in the 
public assembly. 

It was the more necessary for him to postpone any open 
breach with Athens, because the Olynthians had conceived 
serious alarm from his conquest of Amphipolis, and had sent 
to negotiate a treaty of amity and alliance with the Athenians. 
Such an alliance, had it been concluded, would have impeded 
the furth 1:r schemes of Philip. But his partisans at Athens 
procure•: the dismissal of the Olynthian envoys, by renewed 
assurances that the Macedonian prince was still the friend of 
Athens, and still disposed to cede Am phi polis as her legitimate 
possession. They represented, however, that he had good 
ground for complaining that Athens continued to retain Pydna, 
an ancient Macedonian seaport.! Accordingly they proposed 
to open negotiations with him for the exchange of Pydna 
against Amphipolis. But as the Pydnreans were known to 
be adverse to the transfer, secrecy was ir. ·;spensable in the 
preliminary proceedings; so that Antiphon and Charidemus, 
the two envoys named, took their instructions from the Senate 
and made their reports only to the Senate. The public 
assembly being informed that negotiations, unavoidably secret, 
were proceeding, to ensure the acquisition of Amphipolis-was 
persuaded to repel the advances of Olynthus, as well as to 
look upon Philip still as a friend. 2 

The proffered alliance of the Olynthians was thus rejected, 
as the entreaty of the Amphipolitans for aid had previously 
been. Athens had good reason to repent of both. The secret 
negotiation brought her no nearer to the possession of Amphi
polis. It ended in nothing, or in worse than nothing, as it 
amused her with delusive expectations, while Philip opened a 
treaty with the Olynthians, irritated, of course, by their recent 

1 Thucyd. i. 6r, 137; Diodor. xiii. 49· Pydna had been acquired to 
Athens by Timotheus. 

2 This secret negotiation, about the exchange of Pydna for Amphipolis, 
is alluded Lo briefly by Demosthenes, and appears to have been fully noticed 
by Theopompus (Demosthenes, Olynth. ii. p. rg, s. 6, with the comments 
of Ulpian; Theopompus, Fr. 189, ed. Didut). 
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repulse at Athens. As yet he had maintained pacific relations 
with the Athenians, even while holding Amphipolis contrary to 
his engagement. But he now altered his policy, and contracted 
alliance with the Olynthians; whose friendship he purchased 
not only by ceding to them the district of Anthemus (lying 
between Olynthus and Therma, and disputed by the Olynthians 
with former Macedonian kings), but also by conquering and 
handing over to them the important Athenian possession of. 
Potid::ea.l We know no particulars of these important trans
actions. Our scanty authorities merely inform us, that during 
the first two years (358-356 B.c.), while Athens was absorbed 
@y her disastrous Social War, Philip began to act as her 
avowed enemy. He conquered from her not only Pydna and 
other places for himself, but also Potid::ea for the Olynthians. 
We are told that Pydna was betrayed to Philip by a party of 
traitors in the town ; 2 and he probably availed himself of the 
secret propositions made by Athens respecting the exchange of 
Pydna for Amphipolis, to exasperate the Pydn::eans against her 
bad faith ; since they would have good ground for resenting 
the project of transferring them underhand, contrary to their 
own inclination. Pydna was the first place besieged and 
captured. Several of its inhabitants, on the ground of prior 
offence towards Macedonia, 8 are said to have been slain, while 
even those who had betrayed the town were contemptuously 
treated. The siege lasted long enough to transmit news to 
Athens, and to receive aid, had the Athenians acted with 
proper celerity in despatching forces. But either the pressure 
of the Social War-or the impatience of personal service as 
well as of pecuniary payment-or both causes operating 
together-made them behindhand with the exigency. Several 

1 Demosthen~s, Philipp. ii. p. 7 I. s. 22. 
2 Demosthen. adv. Leptinem, P· 476. s. 7t. • ••• tf>lpe a~ Klt.K€ivo 

i~ETttO'aJp.EV, Ol wpoa&vres T~JV n6ovav Kctl rlLV .. a xrup(a ... q; <f>t/l.l11''1rq> .,.q; 'II:OT' 
i7rap8t!vres np.iis -l,olH:ouv; ll1Tii0'1 7rpOO'fiAOV TOVTO, g.,., Tct!s 7rctp' iKElvov awpeai's, 
&s odt ?"aVTct (O'E0'8ct! O'cJ>lO'tV -1)-yovvro j 

Compare Olynthiac i. p. ro, s. 5· 
This discourse was pronounced in 355 B.C., thus affording confirmatory 

evidence of the date assigned to the surrender of Pydna and Potidrea. 
What the "other places" here alluded to by Demosthen@s are (besides 

Pydna and Potidrea), we do not know. It appears by Diodorus (xvi. 31) 
that·MethOn@ was not taken till 354-353 B.C. · 

3 The conquests of Philip are always enumerated by Demosthent!s in this 
order, Amphipolis, Pydna, Potidrea, Meth6ne, &c., Olynthiac i. p. II, s. g, 
p. rz, s. 13; Philippic i. p. 41, s. 6; De Corona, p. 248, s. 85. 

See Ulpian ad Demosthenem, Olynth. i. p. ro, s. 5 ; al~Q Diqdor. xvi. 8 ; 
and Wesseling's note. 
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Athenian citizens were taken in Pydna and sold into slavery, 
some being ransomed by Demosthenes out of his own , 
funds; yet we cannot make out clearly that any relief 
at all was sent from Athens.l If any was sent, it came too 
late. 

Equal tardiness was shown in the relief sent to Potida!a 2-

though the siege, carried on jointly by Philip and the Olynthians, 
was both long and costly 3-and though there were a body of 
Athenian settlers (Kleruchs) resident there, whom the capture 
of the place expelled from their houses and properties.4 Even 
for the rescue of these fellow-citizens, it does not appear that 
any native Athenians would undertake the burden of personal

1 service. The relieving force despatched seems to have consisted 
of a general with mercenary foreigners; who, as no pay was 
provided for them, postponed the enterprise on which they 
were sent, to the temptation of plundering elsewhere for their 
own prr'.'.t.5 It was thus that Philip, without any express 
declaration of war, commenced a series of hostile measures 
against Athens, and deprived her of several valuable maritime 
possessions on the coast of Macedonia and Thrace, besides his 

1 In the public vote of gratitude passed many years afterwards by the 
Athenian assembly towards Demosthenes, his merits are recited ; and 
among them we find this contribution towards the relief of captives at 
Pydna, Methi'Jne, and Olynthus (Plutarch, Vit. X. Orator. p. 85I). 

2 Compare Demosthenes, Olynthiac i. p. I I, s. 9; Philippic i. p. 50, 
s. 40 (where he mentions the expedition to Potidrea as having come too 
late, but does not mention any expedition for relief of Pydna). 

3 Demosthcnes cont. Aristokrat. p. 656, s. I28. ITpos fJp.iis woll.ep.wv 
xp-hp.amr. woll.il.tt avall.waa.s (Philip, in the siege of Potidrea). In this oration 
(delivered B.C. 352) Demosthenes treats the capture of Potidrea as mainly 
the work of Philip ; in the second Olynthiac, he speaks as if Philip had 
been a secondary agent, a useful adjunct to the Olynthians in the siege, 
71'all.<v all 7rpos ITorloa<av 'Oll.vvOio<s ~cpav71 T< rovro IJ'uvap.cp&r<pov-i. e. the J 
Macedon ian power was 7rpoa0f!K71 r<s ob ap.<Kpa • • • . The first represen
tation, delivered two or three years before the second, is doubtless the 
more correct. 

4 Demosthenes, Philipp. ii. p. 7I, s. 22. ITorl~a<av o' ~oloov, roils 
'A871va.lwv &.1rolKovs ~IC{Jall.il.wv (Philip gave it to the Olynthians}, 1<al rhv 
p.~V txOpav 7rp0S ~p.iis auTOS &.vpp'I/TO, rhv XWpav o' ~ICelVO<S ~O<OWK« Kap-
7I'OviJ'0at. The passage in the Oratio de Halonneso (p. 79, s. IO) alludes to 
this same extrusion and expropriation of the Athenian Kleruchs, though 
Voemel and Franke (erroneously, I think) suppose it to allude to the treat
ment of these Kleruchs by Philip some years afterwards, when he took 
Potid,ea for himself. vVe may be sure that no Athenian Kleruchs were 
permitted to stay at Potidrea even after the first capture. 

6 The general description given in the first Philippic of Demosthenes, of' 
the &. ... &aroll.o< from Athens, may doubtless be applied to the expedition for 
the relief of Potidxa-Demosthenes, Philippic i. p. 46, s. 28, p. 53, s. 52, 
and the general tenor of the harangue. 
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breach of faith respecting the cession of Amph1polis.1 After 
her losses from the Social War, and her disappointment about 
Amphipolis, she was yet further mortified by seeing Pydna pass 
into his hands, and Potidrea (the most important possession in 
Thrace next to Amphipolis) into those of Olynthus. Her 
impoverished settlers returned home, doubtless with bitter 
complaints against the aggression, but also with just vexation 
against the tardiness of their countrymen in sending relief. 

These two years had been so employed by Philip as to 
advance prodigiously his power and ascendency. He had 
deprived Athens of her hold upon the Thermaic gulf, in which 
she now seems only to have retained the town of Methane, 
instead of the series of ports round the gulf acquired for her 
by Timotheus.2 He had conciliated the good-will of the 
Olynthians by his cession of Anthem us and Potidrea; the 
latter place, from its commanding situation on the isthmus of 
Pallene, giving them the mastery of that peninsula, 3 and 
ensuring (what to Philip was of great importance) their enmity 
with Athens. He not only improved the maritime conveni-. 
ences of Amphipolis, but also extended his acquisitions into 
the auriferous regions of Mount Pangreus eastward of the 
Strymon. He possessed himself of that productive country 
immediately facing the island of Thasos ; where both Thasians 
and Athenians had once contended for the rights of mining, 
and from whence, apparently, both had extracted valuable 
produce. In the interior of this region he founded a new city 
called Philippi, enlarged from a previous town called Krenides, 
recently founded by the Thasians. Moreover, he took such 
effective measures for i{\creasing the metallic works in the 
neighbourhood, that they presently yielded to him a large 
revenue; according to Diodorus, not less than Iooo talents 
per annum.4 He caused a new gold coin to be struck, bearing 

1 Diodorus (xvi. 8), in mentioning the capture ofPotidrea, considers it an 
evidence of the kind disposition of Philip, and of his great respect for the 
dignity of Athens ( <Pzil.avllpcfnrws 1rpocreve-y~e&.p.evos) that he spared the persons 
of these Athenians in the place, and permitted them to depart. But it was 
a great wrong, under the circumstances, that he should expel and ex
propriate them, when no offence had been given to him, an¢! when there 
was no formal war (Demosth. Or. de Halonneso, p. 79, s. ro). 

Diodorus states also that Philip gave Pydna, as well as Potidrea, to the 
Ollnthians; which is not correct. 

Demosthenes, Philippic i. p. 4r, s. 6. • ..•. etxop.~v 7IOTE -l7p.•<s 
ntlovav /Cal IToTloazav ~eal MEIIdwqv, /Cal 71"C~VTa TOV T67rov TOOTOV 
ol~et:Lov KlucAfP, &c. 

s Demosthenes, Philipp. ii. p. 70, s. 22. 
4 Diodor. xvi. 4-8; Harpokration v • .6.&.Tov. Herodot. ix. 74. 
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a name derived from his own. The fresh source of wealth 
thus opened was of the greatest moment to him, as furnishing 
means to meet the constantly increasing expense of his military 
force. He had full employment to keep his soldiers in training: 
for the nations of the interior~ I!lyrians, P::eonians, and 
Thracians---humbled but not subdued, rose again in arms, and 
tried again jointly to reclaim their independence. The army 
of Philip-under his general Parmenio, of whom we now hear 
for the first time-defeated them, and again reduced them to 
su bmission.l 

It was during this interval too that Philip married Olympias, 
daughter of N eoptolemus prince of the Molossi, 2 and descended 
from the ancient Molossian kings, who boasted of an heroic 
Makid genealogy. Philip had seen her at the religious mysteries 
in the island of Samothrace, where both were initiated at the 
same time. In violence of temper-in jealous, cruel, and 
vindictive disposition-she forms almost a parallel to the 
Persian queens Amestris and Parysatis. The Epirotic women, 
as well as the Thracian, were much given to the Bacchanalian 
religious rites, celebrated with fierce ecstasy amid the mountain 
solitudes in honour of Dionysus. 8 To this species of relie;ious 
excitement Olympias was peculiarly susceptible. She is said 
to have been fond of tame snakes playing around her, and to 
have indulged in ceremonies of magic and incantation.4 Her 
temper and character became, after no long time, repulsive 
and even alarming to Philip. But in the year 356 B.c. she 
bore to him a son, afterwards renowned as Alexander the 
Great. It was in the summer of this year, not long after the 
taking of Potid::ea, that Philip received nearly at the same 
time, three messengers with good news--the birth of his son ; 
the defeat of the Illyrians by Parmenio; and the succe~s of 
one of his running horses at the Olympic games.5 

1 Diodor. xvi. 22 ; Plutarch, Alexand. c. 3· 
2 Justin, vii. 6. 
3 Plutarch, Alexand. c. 2, 3· The Bacchre of Euripides contains a 

powerful description of these exciting ceremonies. 
• Plutarch, Alexand. c. 2. 'H li~ 'Oll.vp:rrtas 1-'all.ll.ov h·lpwv (7Jll.dicro.cru 

.,-il.s KCJ.'Toxcl.s, r<al .,-oh ~v8ovcrtCJ.CT!-'olis ~~cl.-yovcro. fJapfJo.pttcdi'TEpov, llcp<<> p.e-ycl.ll.ovs 
Xetpo1,8<ts ~cp•ill.r<E'TO 'Tols lltcl.crotS, &c. 

Compare Duris apud Athenreum, xiii. p. 560. 
o Plutarch, Alexand. c. 3; Justin, xii. 19, 
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a decisive resolution was adopted, and engraven along wit 
the rest on a column in the Delphian temple, to expropria1 
the recusant Phokians, and consecrate all their territory t 
Apollo-as Kirrha with its fertile plain had been treated tw 
centuries before. It became necessary, at the same time, fc 
the maintenance of consistency and equal dealing, to reviv 
the mention of the previous fine still remaining unpaid by th 
Lacedremonians ; against whom it was accordingly proposed t 
pass a vote of something like excommunication. 

Such impending dangers, likely to be soon realised unde 
the instigation of Thebes, excited a resolute spirit of resistanc 
among the Phokians. A wealthy and leading citizen of th 
Phokian town Ledou, named Philomelus son of Theotimuo 
stood forward as the head of this sentiment, setting himsel 
energetically to organise means for the preservation of Phokia1 
liberty as well as property. Among his assembled countrymen 
he protested against the gross injustice of the recent sentence 
amercing them in an enormous sum exceeding their means 
when the strip of land, where they were alleged to have tres 
passed on the property of the god, was at best narrow anc 
insignificant. Nothing was left now to avert from them utte1 
ruin, except a bold front and an obstinate resistance; whicl 
he (Philomelus) would pledge himself to conduct with success 
if they would entrust him with full powers. The Phokian~ 
(he contended) were the original and legitimate administraton 
of the Delphian temple--a privilege of which they had beer 
wrongfully dispossessed by the Amphiktyonic assembly and 
the Delphians. "Let us reply to our enemies (he urged) by 
re-asserting our lost rights and seizing the temple ; we shall 
obtain support and countenance from many Grecian states, 
whose interest is the same as our own, to resist the unjust 
decrees of the Amphiktyons.l Our enemies the Thebans (he 
added) are plotting the seizure of the temple for themselves, 
through the corrupt connivance of an Amphiktyonic majority: 
let us anticipate and prevent their injustice." 2 

1 Diodor. xvi. 23, 24; Pausanias x. 2, I. 
2 That this design, imputed to the The bans, was a part of the case made 

out by the Phokians for themselves, we may feel assured from the passage 
in Demosthenes, Fals. Leg. p. 347, s. 22. Demosthenes charges 
JEschines with having made false promises and statements to the Athenian 
assembly, on returning from his embassy in 346 B.C. JEschines told the 
Athenians (so Demosthenes affirms) that he had persuaded Philip to act 
altogether in the interest and policy of Athen~ ; that the Athenians would 
presently see Thebes besieged by Philip, and the Bceotian towns restored; 
and furthermore, Trf B•rfi ll~ Tel: 'XP~fla.Ta. <lu'll"pa.TTOfi<Va, ob 'll"apa <l>w~<lwv, 
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dependent on the comparative strength of Athens and Sparta, 
But presently evil days came upon Athens, so that she lost ali 
her inland possessions north of Attica, and could no longe 
uphold her allies in Phokis. The Phokians now in faj 
passed into allies of Sparta, and were forced to relinquish thei 
temple management to the Delphians ; who were confirme 
in it by a formal article of the peace of Nikias in 42 r B.c., 
and retained it without question, under the recognised Helleni 
supremacy of Sparta, down to the battle of Leuktra. Eve 1 
then, too, it continued undisturbed; since Thebes was nowis~ 
inclined to favour the claim of her enemies the Phokians, bu• 
was on the contrary glad to be assisted in crushing them by 
their rivals the Delphians; who, as managers of the temple 
could materially contribute to a severe sentence of thf 
Amphiktyonic assembly. ' 

We see thus that the claim now advanced by Philomelus 
was not fictitious, but genuine, and felt by himself as well as 
by other Phokians to be the recovery of an ancient privilege, 
lost only through superior force. 2 His views being heartily 
embraced by his countrymen, he was nominated general with 
full powers. It was his first measure to go to Sparta, upon 
whose aid he counted, in consequence of the heavy fine whiclt 
still stood imposed upon her by the Amphiktyonic sentencel 
He explained his views privately to King Archidamus, engag~ 
ing, if the Phokians should become masters of the temple! 
to erase the sentence and fine from the column of record 
Archidamus did not dare to promise him public countenanc1 
or support ; the rather, as Sparta had always been the chie 
supporter of the Delphian presidency (as against the Phokian 
over the temple. But in secret he warmly encouraged th 
scheme; furnishing a sum of fifteen talents, besides a fe' 
mercenary soldiers, towards its execution, With this ai 
Philomelus returned horne, provided an equal sum of fiftee" 
talents from his own purse, and collected a body of peltasts. 
Phokians as well as strangers. He then executed his desigr 
against Delphi, attacking suddenly both the town and th< 
temple, and capturing them, as it would appear, with litth 
opposition. To the alarmed Delphians, generally, he promise( 
security and good treatment; but he put to death the member: 
of the Gens (or Clan) called Thrakid::e, and seized thci 

L Thucyd. _v. 18. 
2 Justin (viii, I) takes no notice of this first position of the Phokians j 

regard to the temple of Delphi, He treats them as if they had be· 
despoilers of the temple even at first ; " velut deo irascentes." 
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payment of his soldiers~native Phokians as well as mercenary 
strangers. Accordingly, while he still adhered to his pledge 
to respect the temple property, he did not think himself pre
cluded from levying a forced contribution on the properties of 
his enemies, the wealthy Delphian citizens ; and his arms were 
soon crowned with a brilliant success against the Lokrians, in 
a battle fought near the rocks called Ph<edriades ; a craggy 
and difficult locality so close to Delphi, that the Lokrians 
must evidently have been the aggressors, marching up with a 
view to relieve the town. They were defeated with great loss, 
both in slain and in prisoners ; several of them only escaping 
the spear of the enemy by casting themselves to certain death 
down the precipitous cliffs.! 

This victory, while imparting courage to the Phokians, 
proved the signal for fresh exertions among their numerous 
enemies. The loud complain~.> of the defeated Lokrians 
raised universal sympathy; and the Thebans, now pressed 
by fear, as well as animated by hatred, of the Phokians, put 
themselves at the head of the movement. Sending round 
envoys to the Thessalians and the other Amphiktyonic states, 
they invoked aid and urged the necessity of mustering a com
mon force-" to assist the god,"-to vindicate the judicial 
dignity of the Amphiktyonic assembly,-and to put down the 
sacrilegious Phokians.2 It appears that a special meeting of 
the assembly itself was convened; probably at Thermopyla;" 
since Delphi was in possession of the enemy. Decided res 
lutions were here taken to form an Amphiktyonic army of 
execution; accompanied by severe sentences of fine and other 
punishments, against the Phokian leaders by name -Philo
melus and Onomarchus, perhaps brothers, but at least joint 
commanders, together with others. 8 

The peril of the Phokians now became imminent. Their 
own unaided strength was nowise sufficient to resist the 
confederacy about to arm in defence of the· Amphiktyonic 
assembly; 4 nor does it appear that either Athens or Sparta 

l Diodor. xvi. 28. 
II Diodor. xvi. 28. 1/1'11</><«ap.<vwv lio -row 'Ap.cf>t~<Tuovwv -rhv 1rphs 4>wi<Ets 

'lrOii.Ep.ov, 'lrO!I.il.f, -rapax~ l<etl atcllTTCtlTtS ~~~ l<et8' 8t.rjV T~ll 'Eil.il.dlia. Ol p.EII -yap 
l~epwav /3o'Y]8E'iv -rep BEt;, ~ectl Tabs ~,,,ceis, &s lepouVAous, Kol\ci(ew· ol ~~ 7rp0s 
T~V TWV 4>WI<EWII {Joi)(/etaV ti'lrEI<il.tVCtV. 

3 Diodor. xvi. 32. about Onornarchus-7roil.il.ai's -yap ""l p.e-yclil.ats lilKatJ 
{nrh -rwv 'Ap.cf>t!<-ru&vwv ~~~ l<et'l"alielitl<atrp.<vos ~p.olws -roi's /i.!l.!l.ots, &c. 

Onomarchus is denominated the colleague of Philomelus, cap. 31, an( 
his brother, cap. 61. ~ 

4 Even in 37 4 B. c., three years before the battle of Leuktra, tl: 

1 
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i\ad as yet given them anything more than promises and 
"Jncouragement. Their only chance of effective resistance lay 
in the levy of a large mercenary force; for which purpose 
neither their own funds, nor any further aid derivable from 
private confiscation, could be made adequate. There remained 
no other resource except to employ the treasures and valuables 
in the Delphian temple, upon which accordingly Philomelus 
now laid hands. He did so, however, as his previous conduct 
.evinced, with sincere reluctance, probably with various pro
fessions at first of borrowing only a given sum, destined to 
meet the actual emergency, and intended to be repaid as soon 
l.S safety should be provided for.l But whatever may have 
oeen his intentions at the outset, all such reserves or limits, 
or obligations to repay, were speedily forgotten in practice. 
Phokians had been unable to defend themselves against Thebes without 
aid from Sparta (Xenoph. Hellen. vi. 1, 1). 

1 Diodor. xvi. 30. i]va"Y!Ca(•TO (Philomelus) 'Tois lepols lz.vaO~p.aaw 
i'lrt/3aA.eiv 'Til.s x•ipas Kal rrvA.¥v -ro p.av-re'iov. A similar proposition had been 
started by the Corinthian envoys in the congress at Sparta, shortly before 
·he Peloponnesian war ; they suggested as one of their ways and means the 
'•orrowing from the treasures of Delphi and Olympia, to be afterwards 
epaid (Thucyd. i. 121). Perikles made the like proposition in the 
\thenian assembly; "for purposes of security," the property of the 
emples might be. employed to defray the cost of war, subject to the 
>bligation of replacing the whole afterwards (xpwap.<vovs.,.. l1rl rrwT1/pl'f l¢11 
(p~vat p.h iA.c!.rr<1'w av'T<Ka'TM'T~<rat 1rci.ll.w, Thucyd. ii. 13). After the 
iisaster before Syracuse, and during the years of struggle intervening 
oefore the close of the war, the Athenians were driven by financial distress 
to appropriate to public purposes many of the rich donatives in the 
Parthenon, which they were never afterwards able to replace. Of this 
abstraction, proof is found in the Inscriptions published by Boeckh, Corp. 
Inscript. No. 137-142, which contain the official records of the successive 
Boards of Treasurers of Athene. It is stated in an instructive recent Dis· 
sertation, by J. L. Ussing (De Parthenone ejusque partibus Disputatio, p. 3, 
.Copenhagen, 1849), "Mult~ in arce Athenarum inventre sunt tabulre 

- · -;:>urestorum Minervre, in quibus ql'otannis inscribebant, qurenam vasa a urea 
.lireque res pretiosre in rede Minervre dedicata extarent. Harum Ionge max-
rna pars ante Euclidem archontem scripta est ...... Nee tamen una 
abula templi dona continebat universE., sed separatim qure in Pronao, qure 
n Hecatompedo, qure in Parthenone (the part of the temple specially so 
;alled), servabantur, separatim suis qureque lapidibus consignata erant. 
Singulari quadam fortuna contigit, ut inde ab anno 434 B.c. ad 407 B.c., 
:atn multa fragmenta tabularum servata sint, ut hos donorum catalogos 
t!iquatenus restituere possimus. ln quo etiam ad historiam illius temporis 
Jertinet, quod florentibus Athenarum rebus opes Dere semper augeri, fractis 
mtem bello Siculo, inde ab anno 412 B.c., eas pauiatim deminui videmus 
... Urgente pecunire inopia Athenienses ad Deam confugiebant, et jam 

."'te annum 406 B. c., pleraque Pronai dona abiata esse videmus. Proximis 
}'nis sine dubio nee Hecatompedo nee Parthenoni pepercerunt ; nee mirum 

:, post bellum Peloponnesiacum ex antiquis illis donis fere nulla 
mparere." 
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When the feeling which protected the fund was broken through, 
it was as easy to take much as little, and the claimants became 
more numerous and importunate; besides which, the exigencies 
of the war never ceased, and the implacable r~pugnance raiser' 
by the spoliation amidst half of the Grecian 'world, left tJ 
the Phokians no security except under the protection of V 
continued mercenary force.l Nor were Philomelus and hit 
successors satisfied without also enriching their friends ane 
adorning their wives or favourites. . ) 

Availing himself of the large resources of the temple• 
Philomelus raised the pay of his troops to a sum half as larg · 
again as before, and issued proclamations inviting new Ievie 
at the same rate. Through such tempting offers he wa~ 
speedily enabled to muster a force, horse and foot togethe1 
said to amount to Io,ooo men; chiefly, as we are told, me1 
of peculiarly wicked and reckless character, since no piou: 
Greek would enlist in such a service. With these he attackecl 
the Lokrians, who were however now assisted by the Theban: 
from one side, and by the Thessalians with their circumjacenf 
allies from the other. Philomelus gained successive advan
tages against both of them, and conceived increased hopef 
from a reinforcement of 1500 Ach::eans who came to him 
from Peloponnesus. The war assumed a peculiarly ferocious 
character; for the Thebans,2 confident in their superior force 
and chance of success, even though the Delphian treasure was 
employed against them, began by putting to death all their 
prisoners, as sacrilegious men standing condemned by the 
Amphiktyonic assembly. This so exasperated the troops of 
Philomelus, that they constrained him to retaliate upon the 
Bceotian prisoners. For some time such rigorous inflictions 
were continued on both sides, until at length the Thebans felt 
compelled to desist, and Philomelus followed their example. 
The war lasted awhile with indecisive result, the Thebans and 
their allies being greatly superior in number. But presently 
Philomelus incautiously exposed himself to attack in an 
unfavourable position, near the town of Neon, amidst em
barrassing woods and rocks. He was here defeated with severe 
loss, and his army dispersed ; himself receiving several wounds 

1 Theopompus, Frag. 182, ed. Didot; Athenre. xiii. p. 6os, vi. p. 232 
Ephorus, Frag. ISS, ed. Didot; Diodor. xvi. 64. 

2 Isokrates, Orat. v. (ad Philippum) s. 6o. nA.<v-rwwr<s 8~ 1rphs <!.>""''' 
7r0Aep.ov l~i!veyl<aV (the Thebans), &s TWV.,.. 7r&71.£WV ev OAL'Y'P xp&vrp rcpa-r1, 
uov-r<s, -r&v T£ -r&1rov 8.1rawra -r~v 7r£p<'xov-ra rca-rauxi!uov-r<s, -rwv -rE XP1Jp.&.-rwl 
TWv iv fleA.cpo7s 1rEPL'Y€V17U6JJ.EVOt 'Tat's ~IC TWv lOlwv Oa1r&va.ts. 
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Thermopylre ; capturing Thronium, one of the towns which 
commanded that important pass, and reducing its inhabitants 
to slavery. It is probable that he also took Nikrea and 
Alponus-two other valuable positions near Thermopylre, 
which we know to have been in the power of the Phokians 
until the moment immediately preceding their ruin-since we 
find him henceforward master of Thermopylre, and speedily 
opening his communications with Thessaly.1 Besides this 
extension of dominion to the north and east of Phokis, 
Onomarchus also invaded Bceotia. The Thebans, now de
prived of their northern allies, did not at first meet him in the 
field, so that he was enabled to capture Orchomenus. But 
when he proceeded to attack Chceroneia, they made an 
effective effort to relieve the place. They brought out their 
forces, and defeated him, in an action not very decisive, yet 
sufficient to constrain him to return into Phokis. 

Probably the Thebans were at this time much pressed, and 
prevented from acting effectively against the Phokians, by 
want of money. We know at least, that in the midst of the 
Phokian war they hired out a force of sooo .hoplites com
manded by Pammenes, to Artabazus the revolted Phrygian 
satrap. Here Pammenes with his soldiers acquired some 
renown, gaining two important victories over the Persians. 2 

The Thebans, it would seem, having no fleet and no maritime 
dependencies, were less afraid of giving offence to the Great 
King than Athens had been, when she interdicted Chares 
from aiding Artabazus, and acquiesced in the unfavourable 
pacification which terminated the Social War. How long 
Pammenes and the Thebans remained in Asia, we are not 
informed. But in spite of the victories gained by them, 

1 Diodor. xvi. 33· His account of the operations of Onomarchus is, as 
usual, very meagre-els o€ -r~v 'lro!I.<J.dav ip.{Ja!I.C:,v, ep&vwv p.€v iK?ro!l.wpn-h<ras 
i~rJVOpa1roOirra-ro, 'Ap.<J>trTrT<tS o€ Kct'T0.1r!I.11~.J.p.epos, -ras ll' i>' JlwpteVrTI 1rO!I.Eis 
7rop91,rras' 'T~>' xC:,pa<' au-r<iw iovwrrev. 

That Thronium, with Alp6nus and Nikrea, were the three places which 
commanded the pass of Thermopylre-and that all the three were in pos
session of the Phokians immediately before they were conquered by Philip 
of Macedon in 346 B.c.,-we know from JEschines, Fals. Leg. p. z86, 
~ ~- . 

• • • • 1rplrr{JEIS 1rpDs up.as (the Athenians) ;j!l.eo .. iK <l>wKiwv, fJon8ei>' 
ail-rots KE)\EVO>''T<S, KO.l i'lrO."f'YE!I.!I.Op.E>'O< 1rapaoC:,rrEI>' 'A!I.'IrWJ'DV Kal €Jp01'1071 Kal 
NiKO.<av, -ril. 'Tiil>' 1rap&liw>' 'TWV .ls TIV!I.as xwpia KVp<a. 

In order to conquer Thronium, Onomarchus must have marched through 
and mastered the Epiknemidian Lokrians ; and though no place except 
Thronium is specified by Diodorus, it seems plain that Onomarchus cannot 
have conquered Thronium alone. 

2 Diodor. xvi. 34· 
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Artabazus was .pot long able to maintain himself against the 
Persian arms. Three years afterwards, we hear of him and 
his brother-in-law Memnon as expelled from Asia, and as 
exiles residing with Philip of Macedon.1 

While Pammenes was serving under Artabazus, the Athenian 
general Chares recaptured Sestos in the Hellespont, which 
appears to have revolted from Athens during the Social War. 
He treated the captive Sestians with rigour; putting to death 
the men of military age, and selling the remainder as slaves.2 

This was an important acquisition for Athens, as a condition 
of security in the Chersonese as well as of preponderance in 
the Hellespont. 

Alarmed at the successes of Chares in the Hellespont, the 
Thracian prince Kersobleptes now entered on an intrigue with 
Pammenes in Asia, and with Philip of Macedon (who was on 
the coast of Thrace, attacking Abdera and Maroneia), for the 
purpose of checking the progress of the Athenian arms. 
Philip appears to have made a forward movement, and to have 
menaced the possessions of Athens in the Chersonese ; but 
his access thit~er was forbidden by Amadokus, another prince 
of Thrace, master of the intermediate territory, as well as by 
the presence of Chares with his fleet off the Thracian coast. 3 

Apollonides of Kardia was the agent of Kersobleptes ; who 
however finding his schemes abortive, and intimidated by the 
presence of Chares, came to terms with Athens, and surren
dered to her the portion of the Chersonese which still remained 
to him, with the exception of Kardia. The Athenians sent to 
the Chersonese a further detachment of Kleruchs or out
settlers, for whom considerable room must have been made as 
well by the depopulation of Sestos, as by the recent cession 
from Kersobleptes.4 It was in the ensuing year (352 B.c.) 

1 Diodor. xvi. 52. 2 Diodor. xvi. 34-
3 Polyrenus, iv. 2, 22, seems to belong to this juncture. 
4 We derive what is here stated from the comparison of two passages, put 

together as well as the uncertainty of their tenor admits, Diodor. xvi. 34, 
with Demosth. cont. Aristokrat. p. 68r, s. 219 (s. 183, in Weber's edition, 
whose note ought to be consulted). Demosthen~s says, <l>tll.[,.,.ov -yap eis 
Mapcfwfta.JI tll.96wros (71"E!<l}E (Kersoblept~s) 1rp0s avTOJI 'A1rol\l\<>Jvl/J-rw, 1rf<TTELS 
IJovs li<EfV'f 1<al lla.l"f.LEJIEt" 1<a.l ei p.h 1<paTwJI Tijs xcfJpas 'Ap.aOOI<OS <l.1!"Et11"E 
<l>tll.l11"11"'f p.h l11"t/3alvew, ovoev 11.v ijv tv p.t<J'f 1roll.ep.ei'v ~p.as 1rpos Kaplitavo/Js 
1}o1) 1<al Kepcrof3l\E7rT1)JI. Kal 8Tt .,-ai).,-' <l.ll.7)11ij li.E')'<>J, ll.af3e Thv Xap1)TOS 
t11"1<TTOl\fJJI. 

The mention of Pammen~s, as being within reach of communication with 
Kersoblept~s-the mention of Chares as being at the Chersonese, and 
sending home despatches-and the notice of Philip as being at Maroneia
all conspire to connect this passage with the year 353-352 B.C., and with 



The Sacred War 233 
that the Athenians also despatched a fresh batch of 2ooo 
citizens as settlers to Samos, in addition to those who had 
been sent thither thirteen years before.1 

The mention of Philip as attacking Maroneia and menacing 
the Thracian Chersonese, shows the indefatigable activity of 
that prince and the steady enlargement of his power. In 
358 B.c., he had taken Am phi polis; before 355 B.c., he had 
captured Pydna and Potidrea, founded the new town of Philippi, 
and opened for himself the resource of the adjoining auriferous 
region; he had established relations with Thessaly, assisting the 
great family of the Aleuadre at Larissa in their struggles against 
Lykophron and Peitholaus, the despots of Pherre: 2 he had 
further again chastised the interior tribes bordering on Mace
donia, Thracians, Preonians, and Illyrians, who were never long 
at rest, and who had combined to regain their independence.3 It 
appears to have been in 354-353 B.c., that he attacked 
Methl'lne, the last remaining possession of Athens on the 
Macedonian coast. Sit_uated on the Thermaic Gulf, Meth&ne 
was doubtless a convenient station for Athenian privateers 
to intercept trading vessels, not merely to and from Mace
danian ports, but also from Olynthus and Potidrea; so that the 
the facts referred to that year by Diodorus, xvi. 34· There is an interval 
of five years between the presence of Char~s here alluded to, and the pre
sence of Chares noticed before in the same oration, p. 678, s. 2o6, imme
ately after the successful expedition to Eubcea in 358 B.C. During these 
five years, Kersobleptes had acted in a hostile manner towards Athens in 
the neighbourhood of the Chersonese (p. 68o, s. 214), and also towards the 
two rival Thracian princes, friends of Athens. At the same time Sestos had 
again revolted; the forces of Athens being engaged in the Social War, from 
358 to 355 B. c. In 353 B. c. Chares is at the Hellespont, recovers Sestos, 
and again defeats the intrigues of Kersobleptes, who makes cession to 
Athens of a portion of territory which he still held in the Chersonese. 
Diodorus ascribes this cession of Kersobleptes to the motive of aversion 
towards Philip and good-will towards the Athenians. Possibly these may 
have been the motives pretended by Kersobleptes, to whom a certain party 
at Athens gave credit for more favourable dispositions than the Demosthenic 
oration against Aristokrates recognises-as we may see from that oration· 
itself. But I rather apprehend that Diodorus, in describing Kersobleptes 
as hostile to Philip, and friendly to Athens, has applied to the year 353 B. c.· 
a state of relations which did not become true until a later date, nearer to 
the time when peace was made between Philip and the Athenians in 
346 B.C. . 

1 Dionysius Hal. Judie. de Dinarcho, p. 664·; Strabo, xiv. p. 638. 
2 Diodor. xvi. 14- This passage relates to the yea~ 357-356 B.C., and' 

possibly Philip may have begun to meddle in the Thessalian party-disputes;· 
even as early as that year ; but his effective interference comes two ot three 
years later. See the general order of Philip's aggressions indicated by 
Demosthenes, Olynth. i. p. 12, s. 13. ' 

a Diodor. xvi. 22. · · 
I 2 
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Olynthians, then in alliance with Philip against Athens, would 
be glad to see it pass into his power, and may perhaps have lent 
him their aid. He pressed the siege of the place with his usual 
vigour, employing all the engines and means of assault then 
known ; while the besieged on their side were not less resolute 
in the defence. They repelled his attacks for so long a time, 
that news of the danger of the place reached Athens, and ample 
time was afforded for sending relief, had the Athenians been 
ready and vigorous in their movement. But unfortunately they 
had not even now learnt experience from the loss of Pydna and 
Potid;:ea. Either the Etesian winds usual in summer, or the 
storms of winter, both which circumstances were taken into 
account by Philip in adjusting the season of his enterprises 1-

or (which is more probable)-the aversion of the Athenian 
respectable citizens to personal service on shipboard, and their 
slackness even in pecuniary payment- caused so much delay 
in preparations, that the expedition sent out did not reach 
Methont~ until too late.2 The Methon;:eans, having gallantly 
held out until all their means were exhausted, were at length 
compelled to surrender. Diodorus tells us that Philip granted 
terms so far lenient as to allow them to depart with the clothes 
on their backs.8 But this can hardly be accurate, since we 

1 See a striking passage in Demosthenes, Philipp. i. p. 48, s. 35· There 
was another place called Meth6ne-the Thracian Meth6ne-situated in the 
Chalkidic or Thracian peninsula, near Olynthus and Apollonia-of which 
we shall hear presently. 

2 Demosthenes, Philipp. i. p. so, s. 40; Olynth. i. p. II, s. 9· 
3 Diodorus (xvi. 31-34) mentions the capture of Meth6ne by Philip twice, 

in two successive years; first in 354-353 B.C. ; again, more copiously, in 
353-352 B.c. In my judgement, the earlier of the two dates is the more 
probable. In 353-352 B.c., Philip carried on his war in Thrace, near 
Abdera and Maroneia-and also his war against Onomarchus in Thessaly; 
which transactions seem enough to fill up the time. From the language of 
Demosthenes (Olynth. i. p. 12, s. 13), we see that Philip did not attack 
Thessaly until after the capture of Meth6ne. Diodorus as well as Strabo 
(vii. p. 330), and Justin (vii. 6) state that Philip was wounded and lost the 
sight of one eye in this siege. But this seems to have happened afterwards, 
near the Thracian Meth6ne. 

Compare Justin, vii. 6; Polyrenus, iv. 2, 15. Under the year 354·-J53 
B.c., Diodorus mentions not only the capture of Meth6ne by Philip, but 
also the capture of Pagte. naras 5€ x••pwO'ci.p.evos, ~vci.')'KctO'EV t\r.OT<I")'i)V<I!. 

PagtE is unknown, anywhere near Macedonia and Thessaly. Wesseling 
and Mr. Clinton suppose PagastE in Thessaly to be meant. But it seems to 
me impossible that Philip, who had no considerable power at sea, can 
have taken Pagasa!, before his wars in Thessaly, and before he had become 
master of Pherre, which events did not occur until one year or two years 
afterwards. Pagasre is the port of Pherre, and Lykophron the despot 
of Pherre was still powerful and unconquered. If, therefore, the word 
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know that there were Athenian citizens among them sold as 
slaves, some of whom were ransomed by Demosthenes with his 
own mo'ney.1 

Being now master of the last port possessed by Athens in 
the Thermaic Gulf-an acquisition of great importance, which 
had never before 2 belonged to the Macedonian kings-Philip 
was enabled to extend his military operations to the neighbour
hood of the Thracian Chersonese on the one side, and to that 
of Thermopylao on the other. How he threatened the Cher
sonese, has been already related; and his campaign in Thessaly 
was yet more important. That country was, as usual, torn by 
intestine disputes. Lykophron the despot of Pherao possessed 
the greatest sway; while the Aleuadao of Larissa, too weak to 
contend against him with their own forces, invited assistance 
from Philip; who entered Thessaly with a powerful army. 
Such a reinforcement so completely altered the balance of 
Thessalian power, that Lykophron in his turn was compelled to 
entreat aid from Onomarchus and the Phokians. 

So strong were the Phokians now, that they were more than 
a match for the Thebans with their other hostile neighbours, 
and had means to spare for combating Philip in Thessaly. As 
their force consisted of a large body of mercenaries, whom they 
were constrained for security to retain in pay-to keep them 
employed beyond the border was a point not undesirable. 
Hence they readily entered upon the Thessalian campaign. At 
this moment they counted, in the comparative assess!llent of 
Hellenic forces, as an item of first-rate magnitude. They were• 
hailed both by Athenians and Spartans as the natural enemy 
and counterpoise of Thebes, alike odious to both. While the 
Phokians maintained their actual power, Athens could manage 
her foreign policy abroad, and Sparta her designs in Pelopon
nesus, with diminished apprehensions of being counterworked 
by Thebes. Both Athens and Sparta had at .first supported 
the Phokians against unjust persecution by Thebes and 
abuse of Amphiktyonic jurisdiction, before the spoliation 
of the Delphian temple was consummated or even anticipated. 
And though, when that spoliation actually occurred, it was 
doubtless viewed with reprobation among Athenians, accus
tomed to unlimited freedom of public discussion-as well as at 

intended by Diodorus be ITa')la.ras instead of ITa')lcls I think the matter of 
fact asserted cannot be correct. 

1 This fact is mentioned in the public vote of gratitude passed by the 
,Athenian people to Demosthenes (Plutarch, Vitre X. Orat. p. 851). 

~ Thucyd. vi. 7. Me8wv1]v -r1!v Hf'apov Matceoovl~, &c. 
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Sparta, in so far as it became known amidst the habitual 
secrecy of public affairs-nevertheless political interests so far 
prevailed, that the Phokians (perhaps in part by aid of bribery) 
were still countenanced, though not much assisted, as useful 
rivals to Thebes.1 To restrain "the Leuktric insolence of the 
The bans," 2 and to see the Bceotian towns Orchomenus, Thesi:e, 
Plat<ea, restored to their pristine autonomy, was an object of 
paramount desire with each of the two ancient heads of Greece. 
So far both Athens and Sparta felt in unison. But Sparta 
cherished a fur~her hope-in which Athens by no means con
curred-to avail herself of the embarrassments of Thebes for 
the purpose of breaking up Megalopolis and Messene, and 
recovering her former Peloponnesian dominion. These two new 
Peloponnesian cities, erected by Epaminondas on the frontier 
of Laconia, had been hitherto upheld against Sparta by the 
certainty of Theban interference if they were menaced. But 
so little did Thebes seem in a condition to interfere, while 
Onomarchus and the Phokians were triumphant in 353-352 B.c., 
that the Megalopolitans despatched envoys to Athens to entreat 
protection and alliance, while the Spartans on their side sent 
to oppose the petition. 

It is on occasion of the political debates in Athens during the 
years 354 and 353 B.c., that we first have before us the Athenian 
Demosthenes, as adviser of his countrymen in the public 
assembly. His first discourse of public advice was delivered 
in 354-353 B.c., on an alarm of approaching war with Persia ; 
his second, in 353-352 B.c., was intended to point out the 
policy proper for Athens in dealing with the Spartan and 
Megalopolitan envoys. 

A few words must here be said about this eminent man, who 
forms the principal ornament of the declining Hellenic world. 
He was above twenty-seven years old ; being born, according • 
to what seems the most probable among contradictory accounts, 
in 382-381 B.c.3 His father, named also Demosthenes, was a 

1 Such is the description of Athenian feeling, as it then stood, given by 
Demosthenes twenty-four years afterwards in the Oration De Corona, p. 230, 
s~ zr. 

Toil ')'0.p ~wtcucoV U'u(J''nJ.vros 1roAip.ou, 1rpW-rov p.Ev Vp.~is oV'Tw 3tl1CeLtr8~, 
fJJtT-re <Jlw~eEas !l~V {3o{/A.err8az lT6}8ijvaL, ~ealrep oV ~l«ata. 1TOzoVv-ras lJpiAJVTes, 
®11/3aiots ll' ~'Ttauv ft.v i</J'II<T8'ijvat 1ra8ov<Tw1 oln< a;\O'YWS o!Jil' tllllt<ws av'Tols 
op'Y<(O!J.<VOL1 &c. 

2 Diodor. xvi. 58. Bov;\&,«<vos .,.a, A•vt<'Tp<l<a cppov~,«ara <Tv<TTELAI1.1 .,.r;,., 
Bo<w'T&v, &c., an expression used in reference to Philip a few years after
wards, but more animated and emphatic than we usually find in Diodorus; 
who, perhaps, borrowed it from Theopompus. 

a The birth-year ofDemosthenes is matter of notorious controversy. No 
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citizen of considerable property, and of a character so unim
peachable that even JEschines says nothing against him; his 
mother Kleobule was one of the two daughters and co-heiresses 
of a citizen named Gylon,1 an Athenian exile, who, having 

one of the statements respecting· it rests ·upon evidence thoroughly 
convincing. 

The question has been examined with much care and ability both by Mr. 
Clinton (Fasti Hellen. Appen. xx.) and by Dr. Thirlwall (Histor. Gr. 
vol. v. Appen. i. p. 485 seq.); by Bohnecke (Forschungen, p. 1-94) more 
copiously than cautiously, but still with much instruction ; also by K. F: 
Hermann (De Anno Natali Demosthenis) and many other critics. 

In adopting the year Olymp. 99, 3 (the archonship of Evander, 382-381 
B.c.), I agree with the conclusion of Mr. Clinton and of K. F. Hermann;. 
differing from Dr. Thirlwall, who prefers the previous year (Olymp. 99, 2) 
-and from Bohnecke, who vindicates the year affirmed by Dionysius 
(Olymp. 99, 4). 

Mr. Clinton fixes the ji1·st month of Olymp. 99, 3, as the month in which 
Demosthenes was born. This appears to me greater precision than the 
evidence warrants. 

1 Plutarch, Demosth. c. 4; JEschines adv. Ktesiph. p. 78, c. 57 ; 
Demosth. cont. Aphob. B, p. 835. According to JEschines, Gylon was 
put on his trial for having betrayed Nymphreum to the enemy, but not 
appearing, was sentenced to death in his absence, and became an exile. 
He then went to Bosphorus ·(Pantikapreum), obtained the favour of the 
king (probably Satyrus-see Mr. Clinton's Appendix on the kings of 
Bosphorus-Fasti Hellenic. Append. xiii. p. zSz), together with the grant 
of a district called Kepi, and married the daughter of a rich man there ; by 
whom he had two daughters. In after-days, he sent these two daughters 
to Athens, where one of them, KleobuH!, was married to the elder Demo
sthenes. JEschines has probably exaggerated the gravity of the sentence; 
against Gylon, who seems only to have been fined. The guardians of 
Demosthenes assert no more than that Gylon was fined, and died. with the 
fine unpaid, while Demosthenes asserts that the fine was paid. 

Upon the facts here stated by .iEschines a few explanatory remarks will 
be useful. Demosthenes being born 382-381 B.c., this would probably· 
throw the birth of his mother Kleobule to some period near the close of the 
Peloponnesian war, 405-404 B.c. We see, therefore, that the establish· 
ment of Gylon in the kingdom of Bosphorus, and his nuptial connexion 
there formed, must have taken place during the closing years of the Pelo
ponnesian war; between 412 B.C. (the year after the Athenian catastrophe 
at Syracuse) and 405 B.C. 

These were years of great misfortune to Athens. After the disaster at 
Syracuse, she could no longer maintain ascendency over, or grant protec
tion to, a distant tributary like Nymphreum in the TauriC Chersonese. It 
was therefore natural that the Athenian citizens there settled, engaged pro
bably in the export trade of corn to Athens, should· seek security by making 
the best bargain they could with the neighbouring kings of Bosphorus. In 
this transaction Gylon seems to have stood conspicuously forward, gaining 
both favour and profit to himself. And when, after the close of the w:J,r, 
the corn trade again became comparatively unimpeded, he was in a situa
tion to carry it on upon a large and lucrative scale. Another example of 
Greeks who gained favour, held office, and made fortunes, under Satyrus 
in the Bosphorus, is given in the Oratio (xvii.) Trapezitica of Isokrates, 
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become rich as a proprietor of land and exporter of corn in 
Bosphorus, sent his two daughters to Athens ; where, possess
ing handsome dowries, they married two Athenian citizens
Demochares and the elder Demosthenes. The latter was a 
man of considerable wealth, and carried on two distinct manu
factories; one of swords or knives, employing thirty-two slaves 
-the other, of couches or beds, employing twenty. In the new 
schedule of citizens and of taxable property, introduced in the 
archonship of Nausinikus (378 B.c.), the elder Demosthenes 
was enrolled among the richest class, the leaders of Symmories. 
But he died about 375 B.c., leaving his son Demosthenes seven 
years old, with a younger daughter about five years of age. 
The boy and his large paternal property were confided to the 
care of three guardians named under his father's will. These 
guardians-though the father, in hopes of ensuring their fidelity, 
had bequeathed to them considerable legacies, away from his 
own son, and though all of them were rich men as well as family 
connexions and friends-administered the property with such 
negligence and dishonesty, that only a sum comparatively small 
was left, when they came to render account to their ward. At 
the age of sixteen years complete, Demosthenes attained his 
civil majority, and became entitled by the Athenian law to the 
administration of his own property. During his minority, his 
guardians had continued to enroll him among the wealthiest 
class (as his father had ranked before), and to pay the increased 
rate of direct taxation chargeable upon that class; but the real 
sum handed over to him by his guardians was too small to 
justify such a position. Though his father had died worth 
fourteen talents,-which wo,uld be diminished by the sums 
bequeathed as legacies, but ought to have been increased in 
greater proportion by the interest on the property for the ten 
years of minority, had it been properly administered-the sum 
paid to young Demosthenes on his majority was less than two 
talents, while the guardians not only gave in dishonest accounts, 
but professed not to be able to produce the father's will. After 
repeated complaints and remonstrances, he brought a judicial 
action against one of them-Aphobus, and obtained a verdict 

s. 3, 14- Compare also the case of Mantitheus the Athenian (Lysias pro 
Mantitheo, Or. xvi. s. 4), who was sent by his father to reside with 
Satyrus for some time, before the close of the Peloponnesian war ; which 
shows that Satyrus was at that time, when ~ymphreum was probably placed 
under his protection, in friendly relations with Athens. 

I may remark that the woman whom Gylon married, though .Eschines 
calls her a Scythian woman, may be supposed more probably to have been 
the daughter of some Greek (not an Ath<!nian) resident in Busphorus. 
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oratorical power, not simply as an instrument ofambition, but 
even as a means of individual defence and safety.1 It appears 
also that he was, from childhood, of sickly constitution and 
feeble muscular frame ; so that partly from his own disin
clination, partly from the solicitude of his mother, he took little 
part either as boy or youth in the exercises of the palrestra. 
His delicate clothing, and somewhat effeminate habits, procured 
for him as a boy the nickname of Batalus, which remained 
attached to him most part of his life, and which his enemies 
tried to connect with degrading imputations.2 Such compara
tive bodily disability probably contributed to incite his thirst 
for mental and rhetorical acquisitions, as the only road to 
celebrity open. But it at the same time disqualified him from 
appropriating to himself the full range of a comprehensive 
Grecian education, as conceived by Plato, Isokrates, and 
Aristotle ; an education applying alike to thought, word, and 
action-combining bodily strength, endurance, and fearless
ness, with an enlarged mental capacity and a power of making 
it felt by speech. The disproportion between the physical 
energy, and the mental force, of Demosthenes, beginning in 
childhood, is recorded and lamented in the inscription placed 
on his statue after his death.3 

As a youth of eighteen years of age, Demosthenes found 
1 Plutarch, Demosth. c. 4· Such a view of the necessity of a power of 

public speaking'is put forward by Kallikles in the Gorgias of Plato, pp. 
486, 5 II, c. 90, 142. -rlw p7]-ropuclw -r,'tw Ev -ro'is oucacr-r'l]ploLS o <a cr di ( o v cr a v, 
&c. Compare Aristot. Rhetoric. i. r, 3· 'A-ro1rov, el -rrp crdip.an p.~v alcrxp~v 
,.,:q· o6vacr8aL /3o118E'iv €av-r4J, 71.6")''1' ol, olnc alcrxp6v- & p.all.ll.ov fo,&v ECTTLV 
av8pW7rOV -r17 s TOV crwp.a-ros xpelas. 

The comparison of Aristotle is instructive as to the point of view of a 
free Greek. " If it be disgraceful not to be able to protect yourself by 
your bodily force, it is equally so not to be able to protect yourself by 
your powers of speaking; which is in a more peculiar manner the privilege 
of man." See also Tacitus, Dialog. de Orator. c. 5· 

2 Plutarch," Demosth. c. 4; Mschines cont; Timarch. pp. 17, r8, c. 27, 
with Scholia, De Fa!. Leg. p. 41, c. 3I. el 'Yelp TLS crov """ ICO,ul/Ja -rav-ra 
xAavCcr~tta. 7rEplKAWp..evos Ked -roils tJ.a.Aa.KoVs XLTCIJVlO'KOVS, ~JI oTs -roVs ICaTa 

TOJI! tplll.wv ll.6yovs -ypcltpe<s, 7rEp<evlyKas, ool'l] els -ras x<ipas TWV oucacr-rwv, 
otp.aL av abroVs, Ef TLS p.'t) 7rp0EL7r~!V -ravra 7rOL~CTELEV0 a1rop~C1ELV EfTE ")'VVaLIC~S 
ef-re avopbs elll.~tpaCTLV Ecr81)-ra. Compare Msch. Fa!. Leg. p. 45· 

The foundation of the nickname Batalus is not clear, and was differently 
understood by different persons ; compare also Libanius, Vita De!f~OSth. 
p. 294, ap. Westermann, Scriptores Biographici. But it can hardly have 
been a very discreditable foundation, since Demosthenes takes the name to 
himself, De Corona, p. 289. · 
· 3 Plutarch, Demosth. c. 30. 

Ei1rep ia1Jv PWIL"ffV yvWiJ.n, 6.11f.J.6u8eve<;, e!xes-, 
OiJrroT· £v 'EAA1jver>v ~p~ev'"' ApTJ<i Mo.K<:Oulv. 
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carrying damages to the amount of ten talents. Payment how
ever was still evaded by the debtor. Five speeches remain 
delivered by Demosthenes, three against Aphobus, two against 
Onetor, brother-in-law of Aphobus. At the date of the latest 
oration, Demosthenes had still received nothing; nor do we 
know how much he ultimately realised, though it would seem 
that the difficulties thrown in his way were such as to compel 
him to forego the greater part of the claim. Nor is it certain 
whether he ever brought the actions, of which he speaks as 
intended, against the other two guardians Demophon and 
Therippides.l 

Demosthenes received during his youth the ordinary gram
matical and rhetorical education of a wealthy Athenian. Even 
as a boy, he is said to have manifested extraordinary appetite 
and interest for rhetorical exercise. By earnest entreaty, he 
prevailed on his tutors to conduct him to hear Kallistratus, one 
of the ablest speakers in Athens, delivering an harangue in the 
Dikastery on the matter of Oro pus. 2 This harangue, pro
ducing a profound impression upon Demosthenes, stimulated 
his fondness for rhetorical studies. Still more was the passion 
excited, when on attaining his majority he found himself 
cheated of most of his paternal property, and constrained to 
claim his rights by a suit at law against his guardians. Being 
obliged, according to Athenian practice, to plead his own cause 
personally, he was made to feel keenly the helpless condition 
of an incompetent speaker, and the necessity of acquiring 

1 Demosth. cont. Onetor. ii. p. 88o. ~<uop.<fTp.~vov p.7Jo' borwvv, 1<al oravor' 
~Ob ... ov-ra. 1TOfelv Vp.Lv aii-rois, et Tt TWv Oe&vTwv i{3oVA.eu8e 1rpci.TTEW. 

That he ultimately got much less than he was entitled to, appears from 
his own statement in the oration against Meidias, p. 540. 

See Westermann, De Litibus quas Demosthenes oravit ipse, cap. i. 
pp. 15, 16. . 

Plutarch (Vit. X. Orat. p. 844) says that he voluntarily refrained from 
enforcing the judgement obtained. I do not clearly understand what is 
meant by /Eschines (cont. Ktesiph. p. 78), when he designates Demosthenes 
as Tlt 1ra.-rp~a. KetTa')'eAdu-rws 1rpoEp.evos. 

2 Plutarch, Demosth. c. 5; Vit. X./ Orator. p. 844; Hermippus ap. 
Au!. Gell. iii. 13. Nothing positive can be made out respecting this 
famous trial ; neitha the date, nor the exact point in question, nor the 
manner in which Ka'.listratus was concerned in it-nor who were his oppo
nents. Many conjectures have been proposed, differing materially one 
from the other, and all uncertain. 

These conjectures are brought together and examined in Rehdantz, Vitre 
Iphicratis, Chabrire, et Timothei, p. II r-II4. 

In the month of November, 361 B.C., Kallistratus was in exile at 
Meth6ne in the Thermaic Gulf. He had been twice condemned to death 
by the Athenians (Demosth. cont. Poly'<!. p. 1221). But when thes~ 
c<>nc(emnations tc;>Ok place1 we dq not knQw, · 
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himself with a known and good family position at Athens, 
being ranked in the class of richest citizens and liable to the 
performance of liturgies and trierarchy as. his father had been 
before him ; 1 yet with a real fortune very inadequate to the 
outlay expected from him-embarrassed by a legal proceeding 
against guardians wealthy as well as unscrupulous-and an 
object of dislike and annoyance from oth~r wealthy men, such 
as Meidias and his brother Thrasylochus,2 friends of those 
guardians. His family position gave him a good introduction 
to public affairs, for which he proceeded to train himself care
fully; first as a writer of speeches for others, next as a speaker 
in his own person. Plato and Isokrates were _both at this 
moment in full celebrity, visited at Athens by pupils from every 
part of Greece ; Isreus also, who had studied under Isokrates, 
was in great reputation as a composer of judicial harangues for 

· plaintiffs or defendants in civil causes. Demosthenes put 
hi!llself under the teaching of Isreus (who is said to have 
assisted him in composing the speeches against his guardians), 
and also profited largely by the discourse of Plato, of Isokrates, 
apd others. As an ardent aspirant he would seek instruction 
from most of the best sources, theoretical as well as practical 
-writers as well as lecturers.3 But besides living teachers, 
there was one of the past generation who contributed largely 
to his improvement. He studied Thucydides with indefatigable 
labour and attention; according to one account, he copied the 
whole history eight times over with his own hand; according to 
another, he learnt it all by heart, so as to be able to rewrite it 
from memory when the manuscript wg.s accidentally destroyed. 
Without minutely criticising these details, we ascertain at least 
that Thucydides was the object ofhis peculiar study and imita
tion. How much the composition of Demosthenes was 
fashioned by the reading of Thucydides-reproducing the 

1 Position of Demosthen~s, 1ra.-rhp -rpt'TIPU.PX<Kos-xpvula. Kp'T/?T(s, Ka.Ta 
nivoapov, &c. (Lucian, Encomium Demosth. vol. iii. p. 499, ed. Reitz.). 

2 See the account given by Demosthenes (cont. Meidiam, pp. 539, 540) 
of the manner in which Meidias and Thrasylochus first began• their perse
cution of him, while the suit against his guardians was still going on. 
These guardians attempted to get rid of the suit by inducing Thrasylochus 
to force upon him an exchange of properties (Antidosis), tendered by 
Thrasylochus, who had just been put down for a trierarchy. If the ex
change had been effected, Thrasylochus would have given the guardians a 
release. Demosthen~s could only avoid it by consenting to incur the cost 
of the trierarchy-20 mime. . 

3 Demosthenes both studied attentively the dialogues, and heard the dis
course, of Plato (Cicero, Brutus, 3r, r2r; Orator, 4, IS; Plutarch, Vit. X. 
Orator. p. ·844). Tacitus, Dialog. de Orator. c. 32. 
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daring, majestic and impressive phraseology, yet without the 
overstrained brevity and involutions of that great historian
and contriving to blend with it a perspicuity and grace not 
inferior to Lysias-may be SPen illustrated in the elaborate 
criticism of the rhetor Diony~ms.l 

While thus striking out for himself a bold and original style, 
Demosthenes had still greater difficulties to overcome in regard 
to the external requisites of an orator. He was not endowed 
by nature, like h:schines, with a magnificent voice; nor, like 
Demades, with a ready flow of vehement improvisation. His 
thoughts required to be put together by careful preparation; his 
voice was bad and even lisping-his breath short---his gesticu
lation ungraceful; moreover he was overawed and embarrassed 
by the manifestations of the multitude. Such an accumulation 
of natural impediments were at least equal to those of which 
Isokrates complains, as having debarred him all his life from 
addressing the public assembly, and restrained him to a select 
audience of friends or pupils. The energy and success with 
which Demosthenes overcame his defects, in such manner 
as to satisfy a critical assembly like the Athenian, is one of the 
most memorable circumstances in the general history of self
education. Repeated humiliation and repulse only spurred 
him on to fresh solitary efforts for improvement. He corrected 
his defective elocution by speaking with pebbles in his mouth; 
he prepared himself to overcome the noise of the assembly by 
declaiming in stormy weather on the sea-shore of Phalerum ; 
he opened his lungs by running, and extended his powers of 
holding breath by pronouncing sentences in marching up-hill ; 
he sometimes passed two or three months without interruption 
in a subterranean chamber, practising night and day either in 
composition or declamation, and shaving one-half of his head 
in order to disqualify himself from going abroad. After several 
trials without success before the assembly, his courage was on 
the point of giving way, when Eunomus and other old citizens 
reassured him by comparing the matter of his speeches to those 
of Perikles, and exhorting him to persevere a little longer in the 
correction of his external defects. On another occasion, he 
was pouring forth his disappointment to Satyrus the actor, who 
undertook to explain to him the cause, desiring him to repeat 
in his own way a speech out of Sophokles, which he (Satyrus) 
proceeded to repeat after him, with suitable accent and delivery. 
Demosthenes, profoundly struck with the difference, began 

1 Dionys. Hal. De Thucydide Judicium, p. 944; De Admirab, Vi 
Dicend. Demosthen. pp. 982, 983. 
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anew the task of self-improvement; probably taking constant 
lessons from good models. In his unremitting private practice, 
he devoted himself especially to acquiring a graceful action, 
keeping watch on all his movements while declaiming before a 
tall looking-glass.l After pertinacious efforts for several years, 
he was rewarded at length with complete success. His delivery 
became full of decision and vehemence, highly popular with 
the general body of the assembly ; though some critics censured 
his modulation as artificial and out of nature, and savouring of 
low stage effect ; while others, in the same spirit, condemned 
his speeches as over-laboured and smelling of the lamp.2 

So great was the importance assigned by Demosthenes him
self to these external means of effect, that he is said to have 
pronounced " Action" to be the first, second, and third 
requisite for an orator. If we grant this estimate to be correct, 
with reference to actual hearers-we must recollect that his 
speeches are (not less truly than the history of Thucydides) 

1 These and other details are given in Plutarch's Life of Demosthenes, 
c. 4, 9· They depend upon good evidence ; for he cites Demetrius the 
Phalerean, who heard them himself from Demosthenes in the latter years 
of his life. The subterranean chamber where Demostheni!'s practised was 
shown at Athens even in the time of Plutarch. 

Cicero (who also refers to Demetrius Phalereus), De Divinat. ii. 46, 96. 
Libanius, Zosimus, and Photius, give generallY. the same statements, with 
some variations. 

2 Plutarch, Demosth. c. 9· 'E.,.el T&ll.,..av "t• 1<al Oci.p<tos ol A.exllevTes {,.,.' 
abTov ll.6"to• Tiiw "IP"<P€vTwv f'all.ll.ov •ixov· et .,.. o•< .,.,<tnv••v 'EpaTO<t8ovu 
""l A7Jf'7JTP{'f' T<{j 4>ali.7Jpei ""l Tots ""'f''"ois. ..!lv 'EpaTo<t8ev7Js ,..lv </>7J<tw 
abT{w ~v Tots ll.&')'o•s .,.oli.A.axov "l•"lov€va• 1rapcl./3aH:xov, a oo il>ali.7Jp<vs 
TI>V r,..,...Tpov ~I<EtVOV 3p1<0V bf'O<fetl 'II'OT~ ,.pbs Tbv O'ijf<OV tfJ<t'll"<p ~vOov<tl
wvra. Again, c. II. Tots ,..~v oilv 'li"OAAOtS V'li"O!<piV&f'EVOS i)p<<ti<E OetVftr:t<fTWS, 
ol OE xaplevns Tr:t'II'Eivbv rnovVTO l<r:tl a"/EVV€s abTOV Tb 'll'l\a<f/'U.!<a.l 
f'" ]\a 1< J V, a;v l<r:tl A7Jf'~Tp10S a 4>r:tll.7]p<VS ~<f'I"IV. . 

This .sentence is illustrated by a passage in Quintilian, i. 8. 2. "Sit 
autem in prim is lectio vlrilis, et cum suavitate quadam gravis : et non 
quidem prosre similis--quia carmen est, et se poetre canere testantur
non tamen in canticum dissoluta, nee plasmate (ut nunc a plerisque fit) 
effeminata." 

The meaning of plasma, in the technical language of rhetoricians con
temporary with Quintilian, seems different from that which it bears in 
Dionysius, p. 106o-ro6I. But whether Plutarch has exactly rendered to 
us what Demetrius Phalereus said of Demosthenes-whether Demetrius 
spoke of the modulation of Demosthenes as being low and vulgar- I can
not but doubt. iEschines urges very different reproaches against him
overmuch labour and affectation, but combined with bitterness and 
malignity (adv. Ktesiph. p. 77-86). He denounces the character of 
Demosthenes as low and vulgar-but not his oratorical delivery. The 
expression l!.<t'li'Ep lvOov<t•wv, which Plutarch cites from Demetrius Phalereus, 
hardly suits well with Ta.,.•wbv ""l a:yevves. 
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"an everlasting possession rather than a display for momentary 
effect." Even among his contemporaries the effect of the 
speeches, when read apart from the speaker, was very powerful. 
There were some who thought that their full excellence could 
only be thus appreciated ; 1 while to the after-world, who know 
them only by reading, they have been and still are the objects 
of an admiration reaching its highest pitch in the enthusiastic 
sentiment of the fastidious rhetor Dionysius.2 The action of 
Demosthenes-consummate as it doubtless was, and highly as 
he may himself have prized an accomplishment so laboriously 
earned-produced its effect only in conjunction with the 
matter of Demosthenes ; his thoughts, sentiments, words, and 
above all, his sagacity in appreciating and advising on the actual 
situation. His political wisdom, and his lofty patriotic ideal, 
are in truth quite as remarkable as his oratory. By what 
training he attained either the one or the other of these qualities, 
we are unfortunately not permitted to know. Our informants 
have little interest in him except as a speaker ; they tell us 
neither what he learnt, nor from whom, nor by what com
panions, or party-associates, his political point of view was 
formed. But we shall hardly err in supposing that his attentive 
meditation of Thucydides supplied him, not merely with force 
and majesty of expression, but also with that conception of 
Athens in her foretime• which he is perpetually impressing on 
his countrymen-Athens at the commencement of the Pelo
ponnesian war, in days of exuberant energy, and under the 
advice of her noblest statesman. 

In other respects, we are left in ignorance as to the mental 
history of Demosthenes. Before he acquired reputation as a 
public adviser, he was already known as a logographer, or 
composer of discourses to be delivered either by speakers in 
the public assembly or by litigants in the Dikastery; for which 
compositions he was paid, according to usual practice at Athens. 
He had also pleaded in person before the Dikastery ; in 
support of an accusation preferred by others against a law, 
proposed by Leptines, for abrogating votes of immunity passed 
by the city in favour of individuals, and restraining such grants 

1 Plutarch, Demosth. c. II. Alul"'va lit! tf>'llow qEpp.m1ros, lpl>lT'I/8ev-ra 
wEpl TWv w&.Aat prrr&pwv teal TWv tca.O' ctVTOv, el1reLv, &s &KoVwv p.'f:v ltv -ru 
l8avp.a.uev i«eivous tb1<6up."'s «al p.<"ja:Ao1rpe1rws -rr;> 1if,p.rp 1i<a"-•'Yop.evous, 
&.va"jtVwU1<6p.evo< oe ol 11'1/p.ouOlvous :A6"jo< 1ro:Ab -rfi «aTa.UK<ufi Kal 
ouvap.EI litacpepotJUtV. 

2 Dionys. Hal. De Adm. Vi Dicend. Demosth. p. !022, a very remark
able passage. 
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in future. Nothing is more remarkable, in this speech against 

• Leptines, than the intensity with which the young speaker 
enforces on the people the necessity of strict and faithful 
adherence to engagements, in spite of great occasional incon
venience in so doing.- It would appear that he was in habitual 
association with some wealthy youths-among others, with 
Apollodorus son of the wealthy banker Pasion-whom he 
undertook to instruct in the art of speaking. This we learn 
from the denunciations of his rival JEschines; 1 who accuses him 
of having thus made his way into various wealthy families
especially where there was an orphan youth and a widowed 
mother-using unworthy artifices to defraud and ruin them. 
How much truth there may be in such imputations, we cannot 
tell. But JEschines was not unwarranted in applying to his 
rival the obnoxious appellations of logographer and sophist; 
appellations all the more disparaging, because Demosthenes 
belonged to a trierarchic family, of the highest class in point of 
wealth.2 · 

It will be proper here to notice another contemporary 
adviser, who stands in marked antithesis and rivalry to Demo
sthenes. Phokion was a citizen of small means, son of a pestle
maker. Born about the year 402 B.C., he was about twenty 
years older than Demosthenes. At what precise time his 
political importance commenced, we do not know ; but he 
lived to the great age of 84, and was a conspicuous man 
throughout the last half-century of his life. He becomes known 
first as a military officer, having served in subordinate com
mand under Chabrias, to whom he was greatly attached, at the 
battle of Naxos in 376 B.c. He was a man of thorough 
personal bravery, and considerable talents for command; of 
hardy and enduring temperament, insensible to colu or fatigue ; 

- · strictly simple in his habits, and above all, superior to every 
kind of personal corruption. His abstinence from plunder and 
peculation, when on naval expeditions, formed an honourable 
contrast with other Athenian admirals, and procured for him 

1 .tEschin@s cont. Timarch. pp. 16, 24. 
2 .tEschin@s cont. Timarchum, pp. 13, 17, 25, cont. Ktesiphont. p. 78. 

ll<pl IJE r'hv n:a8' TTf<epav IJ[acraP ris iff'TW; 'En: Tpt"l!pctpxou il..o-yo-ypdcpos 
lt.v~cp&.v.,, Td. 1ra:rpci3a. JCa:ra:yeAdO"TCIJS 7rpo€p,evos, &c. 

See also Demosthen@•, De Fals. Legat. p. 417-420. 
Compare the shame of the rich youth Hippokrates, in the Platonic 

dialogue called Protagoras, when the idea is broached that he is about to 
visit Protagoras for the purpo«e of becoming himself a sophist (Plato, 
Protngor. pp. 154 F, 163 A, cap. 8- rg). 
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much esteem on the part of the maritime allies. Hence 
probably his surname of Phokion the Good.l 

I have already remarked how deep and strong was the hold 
acquired on the Athenian people, by any public man who once 
established for himself a character above suspicion on the score 
of personal corruption. Among Athenian politicians, but too 
many were not innocent on this point ; moreover, even when 
a man was really innocent, there were often circumstances in 
his life which rendered more or less of doubt admissible 
against him. Thus Demosthenes-being known not only as 
a person of somewhat costly habits, but also as frequenting 
wealthy houses, and receiving money for speeches composed 
or rhetoric communicated-was sure to be accused, justly or 
unjustly, by his enemies, of having cheated rich clients, and 
would never obtain unquestioned credit for a high pecuniary 
independence, even in regard to the public affairs; although 
he certainly was not corrupt, nor generally believed to be 
corrupt-at least during the period which this volume embraces, 
down to the death of Philip.2 But Phokion would receive 
neither money nor gifts from any one-was notoriously and 
obviously poor--went barefoot and without an upper garment 
even in very cold weather-had only one female slave to attend 
on his wife ; while he had enjoyed commands sufficient to 
enrich him if he had chosen. His personal incorruptibility 
thus stood forth prominently to the public eye. Combined as 
it was with bravery and fair generalship, it procured for him 
testimonies of confidence greater than those accorded even to 
Perikles. He was elected no less than forty-five times to the 
annual office of Strategus or General of the city~that is, one 
of the Board of Ten so denominated, the greatest executive 
function at Athens-and elected too, without having ever on 
any occasion solicited the office, or even been present at the 
choice.3 In all Athenian history, we read of no similar multipli-

1 A<:lian, V. H. iii. 47 j Plutarch, Phokion, c. 10; Cornelius Nepos 
Phokion, c. I. ' 

2 I introduce here this reservation as to time, not as meanina to affirm 
the contrary with regard to the period. after. Philip's death, but ';,s w:shing 
to postpone for the present the cons1derat1on of the later charges against 
Demosthencs··-thc receipt of money from Persia, and the abstraction from 
the treasures of Har pal us. I shall examine these points at the proper 
time. 

3 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 8. 'Op.oli.O')'EtTctt ')'rf.p, 8n 1r~vTe ~eal T<tr<raprf.~eovTa 
0'7'pct7'1J'Y{<IS ll\rzfjev oufi' 8.1ra~ l.pxatpetr[OtS 7rctp<1TVXWV, &71.71.' &1r6VT<I /'-€7'<17r€p.• 

7rop.lvwv abTOv lte~ JCo:} XELpo-rovoVvTwv, tfJuTE Oavp.d.(ew Toils oinr eO cppoPoVvras 
TOP O~p.ov, Or, 7rAeruTa ToV ~oo!Clwvos O.vTllcpoVovros airr@ 1eal ,u.7]0€v el1r61-"TO$ 
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cation of distinct appointments and honours to the same 
individual. 

. According to the picture of Athens and her democraey, as 
usually presented by historians, we are taught to believe that 
the only road open to honours or political influence, was, by 
a seductive address, and by. courting the people with fine 
speeches, unworthy flattery, or unmeasured promises. Those 
who take this view of the Athenian character, will find it 
difficult to explain the career of Phokion. He was no orator 
-from di~dain rather than incompetence.1 Besides receiving 

· a good education, he had profited by the conversation of Plato 
as well as of Xenokrates, in the Academy ; 2 and we are not 
surprised that in their school he contracted a contempt for 
popular oratory, as well as a love for brief, concentrated, 
pungent reply. Once when about to speak in public, he was 
observed to be particularly absorbed in thought. "You seem 
meditative, Phokion," said a friend. "Ay, by Zeus," was the 
reply-" I am meditating whether I cannot in some way abridge 
the speech which I am just about to address to the Athenians.'' 
He knew so well, however, on what points to strike, that his 
telling brevity, strengthened by the weight of character and 
position, cut through the fine oratory of Demosthenes more 
effectively than any counter-oratory from men like .tEschines. 
Demosthenes himself greatly feared Phokion as an opponent, 
and was heard to observe, on seeing him rise to speak, "Here 
comes the cleaver of my harangues." 3 Polyeuktus-himself 
an orator and a friend of Demosthenes-drew a distinction 
highly complimentary to Phokion, by saying-'; That Demo
sthenes was the finest orator, but Phokion the most formidable 
in speech." 4 In public policy, in means of political effect, 
and in personal character-Phokion was the direct antithesis of 

· Demosthenes; whose warlike eloquence, unwarlike disposition, 
paid speech-writing, and delicate habits of life-he doubtless 
alike despised. 

7rG!7rO'f'E p.1)8~ 1rpd~aV'f'OS 1rpos xdptv, &cnrep a~tov<Tt 'TOOS {3aut'Ae(s 'TOlS t<J'Aa~t 
Xp1ju6at p.e'Tik 'TO t<a'f'ik XEtpos i!3wp, tXP1J'f'O o~'f'OS 'f'o(s p.EV t<op.tjlo'l'€pots t<al 
l'Aapo(s EV 'lratliliis p.epet 01)p.a-yw-yo1s, t'lrl OE 'f'tts apxi't.s ael vfJcpwv t<al 
CJ7rou3&.(wv 'TCW a~<TT71p6Ta'f'oV t<al cppovtp.W'I'aToV EKctAE< Twv 'lrOAL'TWV Kal p..ivov 
'I) p.al\'Aov Ta(s fJou'AfJcreu<v a~Tov Kal bpp.a'Ls &vnraucr.ip.evov. 

1 Tacit. Dialog. de Clar. Orator. c. 2. "Aper, communi eruditione 
imbutus, conternnebat potius literas quam nesciebat." 

2 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 4, J4. 
3 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 5· 1, Twv ip.wv 71..5-ywv t<o1rls ,.&.pe<TTIV. 
4 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 5· el7re'iv-liT< pfJTwp p.~v l'tptu'Tos E111 tl1Jp.ou6ev1)s, 

el1re1v 8~ Bew.i'TaTos o 4>wKiwv. 
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As Phokion had in his nature little of the professed orator, 

so he had still less of the flatterer. He affected and sustained 
the character of a blunt soldier, who speaks out his full mind 
without suppression or ornament, careless whether it be 
acceptable to hearers or not.1 His estimate of his countrymen 
was thoroughly and undisguisedly contemptuous. This is 
manifest in his whole proceedings ; and appears especially in 
the memorable remark ascribed to him, on an occasion when 
something that he had said in the public assembly met with 
peculiar applause. Turning round to a friend, he asked-" Have 
I not unconsciously said something bad ? " His manners, more
over, were surly and repulsive, though his "disposition is said to 
have been kind. He had learnt in the Academy a sort of 
Spartan self-suppression and rigour of life.2 No one ever saw 
him either laughing, or weeping, or bathing in the public 
baths. 

If then Phokion attained the unparalle~ed honour of being 
chosen forty-five times general, we may be sure that there were 
other means of reaching it besides the arts of oratory and 
demagogy. We may indeed ask with surprise, how it was 
possible for him to attain it, in the face of so many repulsive 
circumstances, by the mere force of bravery and honesty ; 
especially as he never performed any supereminent service, 9 

though on various occasions he conducted himself with credit 
and ability. The answer to this question may be found in the 
fact, that Phokion, though not a flatterer of the people, went 
decidedly along with the capital weakness of the people. 
While despising their judgement, he manifested no greater fore
sight, as to the public interests and security of Athens, than 
they did. The Athenian people had doubtless many infirmities 
and committed many errors; but the worst error of all, during 
the interval between 360-336 B.c., was their unconquerable re
pugnance to the efforts, personal and pecuniary, required for 
prosecuting a hearty war against Philip. Of this aversion to a 
strenuous foreign policy, Phokion made himself the champion ; 4 

addressing, in his own vein, sarcastic taunts against those who 

I So Tacitus, after reporting the exact reply of the tribune Subrius 
Flavius, when examined as an accomplice in the conspiracy against Nero 
-"Ipsa retuli verba: quia non, ut Senecre, vulgata erant; nee minus 
nosci decebat sensus militaris viri incomptos sed validos.'' 

2 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 4, 5· 
8 Cornelius Nepos (Phokion, c. 1) found in his authors no account of 

the military exploits of Phokion, but much about his personal integritf. 
4 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 8. Ofi-rw 6/; uvv'Td~as eav.,-bv broll.tn6E'TO p.•v 

&•l .,pbs •lp~v'l)v Kal i)uuxfav, &c. 
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called for action against Philip, as if they were mere brawlers 
and cowards, watching for opportunities to enrich themselves 
at the public expense. Eubulus the orator was among the 
leading statesmen who formed what may be called the 
peace-party at Athens, and who continually resisted or dis
couraged energetic warlike efforts, striving to keep~ out of sight 
the idea of Philip as a dangerous enemy. Of this peace-party, 
there were doubtless some who acted corruptly, in the direct 
pay of Philip. But many others of them, without any taint of 
personal corruption, espoused the same policy mer;.ely because 
they found it easier for the time to administer the city under 
peace than under war-because war was burdensome and 
disagreeable, to themselves as well as to their fellow-citizens
and because they either did not, or would not, look forward to 
the consequences of inaction. Now it was a. great advantage 
to this peace-party, who wanted a military leader as partner to 
their civil and rhetorical leaders, to strengthen themselves by 
a colleague like Phokion ; a man not only of unsuspected 
probity, but peculiarly disinterested in advising peace, since 
his importance would have been exalted by war. 1 Moreover 
most of the eminent military leaders had now come to love 
only the licence of war, and to disdain the details of the war
office at home ; while Phokion,2 and he almost alone among 
them, was content to stay at Athens, and keep up that com
bination of civil with military efficiency which had been 
formerly habitual. Hence he was sustained, by the peace-party 
and by the aversion to warlike effort prevalent among the 
public, in a sort of perpetuity of the strategic functions, without 
any solicitation or care for personal popularity on his own part. 

The influence of Phokion as a public advi·ser, during the 
period embraced in this volume, down to the battle of 
Chreroneia, was eminently mischievous to Athens; all the more 
mischievous, partly (like that of Nikias) from the respectability 
of his personal qualities-partly because he espoused and 
sanctioned the most dangerous infirmity of the Athenian mind. 
His biographers mislead our judgement by pointing our atten
tion chiefly to the last twenty years of his long life, after the 
battle of Chreroneia. At that time, when the victorious 
military force of Macedonia had been fully organised and that 
of Greece comparatively prostrated, it might be argued plausibly 
(I do not say decisively, even then) that submission to Mace-

1 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 16. See the first repartee there ascribed to 
Phokion. 

2 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 7· 
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donia had become a fatal necessity ; and that attempts to resist 
could only end by converting bad into worse. But the peace
policy of Phokion-which might be called prudence, after the 
accession of Alexander-was ruinously imprudent as well as 
dishonourable during the reign of Philip. The odds were all 
against Philip in his early years; they shifted and became more 
and more in his favour, only because his game was played well, 
and that of his opponents badly. The superiority of force was 
at first so much on the side of Athens, that if she had been 
willing to employ it, she might have made sure of keeping 
Philip at least within the limits of Macedonia. All depended 
upon her will ; upon the question, whether her citizens were 
prepared in their own minds to incur the expense and fatigue 
of a vigorous foreign policy-whether they would handle their 
pikes, open their purses, and forego the comforts of home, for 
the maintenance of Grecian and Athenian liberty against a 
growing, but not as yet irresistible, destroyer. To such a 
sacrifice the Athenians could not bring themselves to submit; 
and in consequence of that reluctance, they were driven in the 
end to a much graver and more irreparable sacrifice-the loss 
of liberty, dignity, and security. Now it was precisely at such 
a moment, and when such a question was pending, that the 
influence of the peace-loving Phokion was most ruinous. His 
anxiety that the citizens should be buried at home in their own 
sepulchres-his despair, mingled with contempt, of his country
men and their refined habits-his hatred of the orators who 
might profit by an increased war-expenditure 1-all contributed 
to make him· discourage public effort, and await passively the 
preponderance of the Macedonian arms; thus playing the game 
of Philip, and siding, though himself incorruptible, with the 
orators in Philip's pay. 

The love of peace, either in a community, or in an indi
vidual, usually commands sympathy without further inquiry, 
though there are times of growing danger from without, in 
which the adviser of peace is the worst guide that can be 
followed. Since the Peloponnesian war, a revolution had been 
silently going on in Greece, whereby the duties of soldiership 
had passed to a great degree from citizen militia into the hands 
of paid mercenaries. The resident citizens generally had be
come averse to the burthen of military service ; while on the 
other hand the miscellaneous aggregate of Greeks willing to 
carry arms anywhere and looking merely for pay, had greatly 
augmented. Very differently had the case once stood. The 

1 See the replies of Phokion in Plutarch, Phokion, c. 23. 
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Athenian citizen of 432 B.c.-by concurrent testimony of the 
eulogist Perikles and of the unfriendly Corinthians-was ever 
ready to brave the danger, fatigue, and privation, of foreign 
expeditions, for the glory of Athens. " He accounted it 
holiday work to do duty in her service (it is an, enemy who 
speaks 1); he wasted his body for her as though it had been 
the body of another." Embracing with passion the idea of 
imperial Athens, he knew that she could only be upheld by the 
energetic efforts of her individual citizens, and that the talk in 
her public assemblies, though useful as a preliminary to action, 
was mischievous if allowed as a substitute for action.2 Such 
was the Periklean Athenian of 431 B.c. But this energy had 
been crushed in the disasters closing the Peloponnesian war, 
and had never again revived. The Demosthenic Athenian of 
360 B.c. had as it were grown old. Pugnacity, Pan-Hellenic 
championship, and the love of enterprise, had died within him. 
He was a quiet, home-keeping, refined citizen, attached to the 
democratic constitution, and executing with cheerful pride his 
Drdinary city-duties under it ; but immersed in industrial or 
professional pursuits, in domestic comforts, in the impressive 
manifestations of the public religion, in the atmosphere of 
iiscussion and thought, intellectual as well as political. To 

1 I have more than once referred to the memorable picture of the 
1\.thenian character, in contrast with the Spartan, drawn by the Corinthian 
mvoy at Sparta in 432 B.C. (Thucyd. i. 70, 71). Ampng the many 
1ttributes indicative of exuberant energy and activity, I select those which 
were most required, and most found wanting, as the means of keeping back 
Philip. 
, I. ll"pct 'ii{JII"Jl.IV '!"Oll.p.·wr"£, t<al 7r"pa "/IIWJ1.1/V t<tll'iiuveu'!""(, t<"l i7rl'rois 'iieii'OtS 
:VJJvrrtOes. 

2. "Aot<llo< 1rpos fip.as p.ell.l\1/'r&.s, t<"l a7rO'ii'T/P.'TI'~""l 1rpos ~11'61/p.onJ. ... ous 
:in opposition to you, Spartans). · 

3· To is p.h <Trf>p."O"III &.ll.ll.o-rptw'r&.ToiS 07r~p -ri)s 7r611.£ws xp$111-
r '"'' Tfi a€ "'(VcfJJ.l.p olKEtoTJ.Tp is TO wpducrew .,., rhrfp ab·d}s, &c. 

4· K"l T"v"T" p.E'ra "li"6Vwll 1r&.11'Ta t<al t<t11'ii6vw11 'lit' 31\ov .,-oil 
xlw11os p.oxBovu•, t<al & .. oll."6ouutv ~ll.dx•u.,." .,.;;,, {J.,."Px&v.,-wv, 
~•a TO aElt<Tau8"' t<"l p.-h.,.• ~opdp' ~11.1\o .,., 1J-y•iu8"' :f) .,-o .,.a_ 'iioov'Ta 
~ p a~ a.' ~vp.popdv .,.. ovx ~uuo11 f]<TvXl"ll &1rpd-yp.ov" :f) auxo11.l"11 ~.,.(.,.ollov, &c. 

To the same purpose Perikles expresses himself in his funeral oration of 
:he ensuing year ; extolling the vigour and courage of his countrymen, as 
tlike forward and indefatigable-yet as combined also with a Jove of public 
iiscussion, and a taste for all the refinements of p\!aq:ful and intellectual 
ife (Thucyd. ii. 40, 41). . 

2 Thucyd. ii. 40, 41, 43· 'rils 1r6Mws 'iivii"P.'" t<a8' 1}p.<pav tp-yrp 8ewp.ovovs 
cal lP."<r"Tas "I'"I""J1.EIIovs "v.,-i)s, t<al 8-r"" fip.lv P.•"tc£11.11 'ii&~p El""'• l118vp.ovp.ovovs 
In Toll.p.wii'TES t<"l -yt'yllwut<ov-r•s .,.a_ 'iiEoii"T" t<"l lv .,-ols tp"/OIS «luxvv&p.ellot 
l113pes "b.,-0. ~«.,.-h<r"v-ro, &c. 

Compare ii. 63-the last speech of Perikl~s. 
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renounce all this for foreign and continued military service, he 
considered as a hardship not to be endured, except under the 
pressure of danger near and immediate. Precautionary exi
gencies against distant perils, however real, could not qe brought 
home to his feelings ; even to pay others for serving in his 
place, was a duty which he could scarcely be induced to 
perform. 

Not merely in Athens, but also among the Peloponnesian 
allies of Sparta, the resident citizens had contracted the like 
indisposition to military service. In the year 43 r B.c., these 
Peloponnesians (here too we have the concurrent testimony of 
Perikles and Archidamus 1) had been forward for service with 
their persons, and only backward when asked for money. In 
383 B.c., Sparta found them so reluctant to join her standard, 
especially for operations beyond sea, that she was forced to 
admit into her confederacy the principle of pecuniary commu
tation; 2 just as Athens had done (about 460-450 B.c.) with 
the unwarlike islanders enrolled in her confederacy of Delos. 3 

Amidst this increasing indisposition to. citizen military 
service, the floating, miscellaneous, bands who made soldiership 
a livelihood under any one who would pay them, increased in 
number from year to year. In 402-401 B.C., when the Cyreian 
army (the Ten Thousand Greeks) were levied, it had been 
found difficult to bring so many together; large premiums 
were given to the chiefs or enlisting agents; the recruits con
sisted, in great part, of settled men tempted by lucrative 
promises away from their homes.4 But active men ready f01~ 
paid foreign service were perpetually multiplying, from poverty 
exile, or love of enterprise ; 5 they were put under constan 

I Thucyd. i. So, 8I, 141. j 
a Xenoph. Hellen. v. 2, 21. The allied cities furnished money instead 

of men in the expedition of Mnasippus to Korkyra (Xenoph. Hellen. vi. 
2, r6). 

3 Thucyd. i. 99· 
' Isokrates, Orat. v. (Philipp.) s. r I2. • •••• lv lK<lvoLS ~· .-o'is xp&voLS 

olnc ~v ~EVlKlw oVOjv, lJJO"T' &.va/yKa(&p.evot ~evoAo-ye£v ~JC 'T6Jv w&~ewv, 7rAEov 
C,.v/,?..tCTICOV <ls 'TdoS ~~~Of.IEVaS TOLS CTVAAf'}OV<TI IJ6>p<c£s, 'I) T~V fls 'TOVS CTTpaTIWTaS 

p.tcr6ocpopc£v. 
About the liberal rewards of Cyrus to the generals Klearchus, Proxenus, 

and others, for getting together the army, and to the soldiers themselves 
also, see Xenoph. Anabas. i. I, 9; i. 3, 4; iii. I, 4; vi. 8, 48. 

~ See the mention of the mercenary Greeks in the service of the 
satrapess Mania in .IEolis- of the satraps Tissaphern&s and Pharnabazus, 
and of the Spartan Agesilaus-of Iphikrates and others, Xenoph. Hellen. 
iii. I, I3; iii. 3, IS; iv. 2, S; iv. 3, IS; iv. 4, I4; iv. 8, 3S; vii. 5, 10. 

Compare Harpokration-E<vtKbv lv Koplv6cp-and Demosthenes, Philipp. 
i. p.46. 



The Sacred War 253 
·aining and greatly improved, by lphikrates and others, as 
eltasts or light infantry to serve in conjunction with the citizen 
)tee of hopli~es. Jason of P~erre brought together a greater 
~d better-tramed mercenary rorce than had ever been seen 
mce the Cyreians in ~heir upw}Hd march; 1 the ~hokians also 
1 the Sacred War, havmg comn:pnd over the Delph1an treasures, 
urrounded themselves with a \formidable array of mercenary 
oldiers. There arose (as in 1 the fourteenth and fifteenth 
enturies in modern Europe) condottieri like Charidemus and 
•thers-generals having mercen~ry bands under their command, 
md hiring th~mselves out to anf prince or potentate who would 
:mploy and pay them. Of these armed rovers-poor, brave, 
lesperate, and held by no civic ~ies-Isokrates makes repeated 
:omplaint, as one of the most ~· rious misfortunes of Greece.2 
)uch wanderers, indeed, usually for~ed the natural emigrants 
n new colonial enterprises.. , ut ~t so hal?pened that few 
::Iellenic colonies were form. ed·~urmg the mterv~l betw~en 
~oo-350 B.c. ; _in fact, the spa e _open to Hellemc colomsa
:z~m was becommg more. circumscnb.ed by the peace o_f Antal
ndas-by the despotism of Dio ys1~s-and by the mcrease · 
)f Lucanians Bruttians and tlhe mland powers generally. 

' ' ~'= • [sokrates, while extoliing the gr•.m_~ serv1~e formerly rendered 
:o the Hellenic world by AthenJ• m settmg on foot the Ionic 
emigration, and !h~s providing I new homes for . so many ~n
settled Gree~s-~nsists on the~ ~bsolute necesszty of ~~~mlar 
means of em1gratwn in his own ay. He urges on Philip to 
put himself at the head of an He~l.enic c~mquest ?f Asia Minor, 
and thus to acquire territory wHich might furmsh settlement 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. vi. I. 5· . · . 
2 Isokrates pours forth this complaint m many places : m the fourth or 

!'al)egyrical Oration (380 B.c.); in theei >hth or Oratio de Pace (356B.c.); 
'1?- the fifth or Oratio ad Philippum ( 46 B.c.). The latest of these 
d1scourse~ is, deliv~red in the strongest angua_!:e. , ~ee Orat. Pa~egy;r. s; 
;95· -rov_s ll ~",l §•v,ns p<-ra ,.a[llwv llal 'Y vvau(wv al.au8~t, 1TOAP-ovs ll• ~~ 
•vo•:av ':"'" Ka~ np.<pav ~1rucovpeiv (i.e. t h;c~me ~n <"JTfKo;'pos, "or pa1d 
;oldie~ m f?re1gn service) ava-y~<a(op€vov VTr<P -rwv .. ~x8pwv -rots plP-ots 
1.1axop•vgvs o.1ro9v-h<rK<w. See also Orat. de Pace (vm.) s. 53, 56, 58; 
~rat. ad Philipp. (v.) s. rr 2• oif-r"' -yap ~- •• -ra -r7is_'EJ\J\J.llos, ?u-re p~ov 
•!vat uvu-r7juat u-rpa-r01T<oov p.ei(ov ~eal llpe" -rov ~" -rwv "JTJ\aV"'fJ.'""'" f) -rwv 
rroP.t-r<vop.ev"'"• &c ..... also s. 142 1~ ; Orat. de Permutat. (xv.) s. 
122. iv To'is d-rpaTo7rl00ls Tols -rri\a; , tS' tca:ra-r_PrptiJ.p.Evos, &c. A 
nelancholy picture of the like evils is afp.•v ·esented m the ninth Ephtle 
Jf Isokrates, to Archidamus, s. g, 12• so P pare Demosth. cont. Ari-
;tokrat. p. 665, s. 162. , 

For an example of a disappointed •~/' h · · · ·1· .>UVer w o· ·ore1gn m1 1tary service see Theokr...c:t . 8 ' / l US, XIV. 5 , 
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to the multitudes of homeless, roving, exiles, who lived by thE 
sword, and disturbed the peace of Greece.1 

This decline of the citizen militia, and growing aversion tc 
personal service, or military exercises-together with the con 
temporaneous increase of the professional soldiery unmoved 
by civic obligations-is one of ,the capital facts of the Demo-• 
sthenic age. Though not peculi/ar to Athens, it strikes us mort~ 
forcibly at Athens, where the spirit of self-imposed individuali 
effort had once been so high wrought-but wh~re also tht~ 
charm and stimulus 2 of peacefttl existence was most diversified,~ 
and the activity of industrial P4rsuit most continuous. It was· 
a fatal severance of the activ~ force of society from political 
freedom and intelligence ; brElaking up that many-sided com
bination, of cultivated thou&ht with vigorous deed, which 
formed the Hellenic zaeal-an<j throwing the defence of Greece 1 

upon armed men looking ug, only to their general or their i 
paymaster. But what made ~t irreparably fatal, was that just I 
at this moment the Grecian w~rld was thrown upon its defence 
against Macedonia led by ~ young prince of indefatigable 
ente~prise ; who h~d imbibe•:~, and was capable even of im
provul:g, the best rdea~ of ~i.ilitary organisation s started b_Y 
Epammondas and, Iphtkrate<,. Philip (as described by hts 
enemy Demosthenes) possessied all that forward and uncon
querable love of action which the Athenians had manifested 
in 43 r B.c., as we know. ~'om enemies as well as from 
friends ; while the :Macedoma population also retained, a~idst 
rudeness and poverty, that military aptitude and readmess 

' I 
1 Isokrates ad Philipp. (v.) s. ~I 2 _ 144• 7rphs 6€ TOVTo•s ~eTf<rcu 7rOAElS 1 

l7rl TovT<p Trji T07rrp, ~eal ««TO!t<(<ra• oos vilv p.ev 7rl..avwp.4vovs 6<' tvo••av 'I"WV! 

t<aO' -fJp.tpav ~eal l..vp.awop.<vous ofs t. lvTVXW<TlV. o~s •l p.1} 'lr«V<rop.<V O.Opo•· 
(op.tvous, fJ{ov «01"0lS /t<a':_hV 7rop£<T VTES ,\~<TOV<TlV fJ/Joii.S TO<TOV'TO! -y<VO/)oHO! 
To 7rl..1j8os, IJ,<r.,.e p.7)o€v i)TTOV ali oos ~iva• rpafJ<poos Tols "El.."-71"'" ~ Tots 
fJapfJd.pOls, &c. 

2 Thucyd. ii. 41 (the funeral arangue of Perikles)-~vve,\6\v .,.. ;;.t-yw 
T1}v TE 7rOl..w 7rii.<rav Tijs 'El..J..d6os ailieu<rtv Elva<, t<al t<aO' e«a<T'I"OV lioKetv ltv 
/)oOI TOV ab'TOV li.vopa 1<ap' fJp.iilv l'lrl 'ITAEt<T'T' t.v do?) t<al jJ.ETCt xapl'TWV p.d.l..ur'T' 
t.v e!J.,.pa7rtl..ws 'TO <Twp.a al!.,.apt<<s aptXe<rOal. . • • 

3 The remarkable organisation f the Macedonian army, wtth 1ts systematic 
combination of di!ferent arms an sorts of troops-was the work of PhiliJ?· 
Alexander found 1t ready made 0 his hands in the very first months of hts 
reign. It must .~oubtless have been gradually formed ; year after year 
improved _by Ph1bp; and we hould be glad to be en.ahled to t~ace the 
steps of h1s progy~ss. But u .fortunately we are left wtthout any mforrna· 
tion about the nuhtary measu l(S of Philip beyond bare facts and results. 
Accordingly I. ~m compel.le ~postpon~ what is to be said about the 
;\1ace~onian m1htary orgam ation uiitil the reign of Alexander, about whose 
operatwns we have va\uabl details. 
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,hich had dwindled away within the walls of the Grecian 

:.ities. 
Though as yet neither disciplined nor formidable, they were 

. n excellent raw material for soldiers, in the hands of an organ
sing genius like Philip. They were still (as their predecessors 
1ad been in the time of the first Perdikkas, 1 when the king's 
·rife baked cakes with her own hand on the hearth), mountain 
hepherds ill-clothed and ill-housed-eating and drinking from 
rooden platters and cups-destitute to a great degree, not 
nerely of cities, but of fixed residences.2 The men of sub
tance were armed with breastplates and made good cavalry; 

.Jut the infantry were a rabble destitute of order, 3 armed with 
wicker shields and rusty swords, and contending at disadvan· 
tage, though constantly kept on the alert, to repel the inroads 
)f their Illyrian or Thracian neighbours. Among some 
11acedonian tribes, the man who had never slain an enemy 
vas marked by a degrading badge.4 These were the men 
vhom Philip on becoming king found under his rule ; not 

• iood soldiers, but excellent recruits to be formed into soldiers. 
Poverty, endurance, and bodies inured to toil, were the natural 
1ttributes, well appreciated by ancient politicians, of a military 
population destined to make conquests. Such had been the 
1ative Persians, at their first outburst under Cyrus the· Great ; 

1 Herodot. viii. I37· 
2 This poor condition of the Macedonian population at the accession of 

,)hiJip, is set forth in the striking speech made thirty-six years afterwards 
·.\y Alexander the Great (in 323 B.c., a few months before his death) to his 
J ~ldiers, satiated with conquest and plunder, but discontented with his 
1crel\sing inwlence and Orientalism. 

, Arrian, Exp. Alex. vii. 9· <J>l,\m1ros -yap 1rapal\af3wv llp.as 1rl\av1!Tas ~<al 
.. &povs, lv oup8~paLS TOV~ 'lrOl\1\ovs VE!J.OVTas lwc\ Ta 5p7j 7rp0/3aTa ICaTa ol\l-ya, 
>l w;<pl TOVTfJJV ICaiCWS P."-XO!J.~Vovs 'Il\1\vpLOis 1<al Tp1{3al\l\ois !Cal To'is O!J.Opo<S 

"9p~~l, xl\a,.,.6oas !J.EV ll!J.tV avTl TWV liup8epwv .popelv lfliwi<E, ICaT1!-ya-y• li/; E/C 
rwv 6pwv. ES Ta 'lrEiila, &c. 

Other points are added in the version given by Quintus Curti us of the 
;arne speech (x. ro)-" En tandem! Illyriorum paulo ante et Per~arum 
ributariis, Asia et tot gentium spolia fastidio sunt. Modo sub Philippa 
· ~minudis, amicula ex purpura sordent : aurum et argentum oculi ferre non 

ossunt; lignea enim vasa desiderant, et ex cratibus scuta et rubiginem 
ladiorum.'' 
· 3 Thycydid~s (ii. roo) recognises the goodness of the Macedonian cavalry: 
o also Xenophon, in the Spartan expedition against Olynthus (Hellen. v. 
·, 40). 

That the infantry were of little military efficiency, we see from the 
tdgement of Brasidas-Thucyd. iv. I26: compare also ii. roo. 
See 0. Muller's short tract on the Macedonians, annexed to his History 

f the Dorians, s. 33· 
' Aristot. Polit. vii. 2, 6. 
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such were even the Greeks at the invasion of Xerxes, when the 
Spartan king Demaratus reckoned poverty both as an inmate 
of Greece, and as a guarantee of Grecian courage.1 

Now it was against these rude Macedonians, to whom camp
life presented chances of plunder without any sacrifice, that the 
industrious and refined Athenian citizen had to go forth and 
fight, renouncing his trade, family, and festivals ; a task the 
more severe, as the perpetual aggressions and systematised 
warfare of his new enemies could only be countervailed by 
an equal continuity of effort on his part. For such personal 
devotion, combined with the anxieties of preventive vigilance, 
the Athenians of the Periklean age would have been prepared, 
but those of the Demosthenic age were not; though their 
whole freedom and security were in the end found to be at 
stake. 

Without this brief sketch of the great military change in 
Greece since the Peloponnesian war-the decline of the citizen 
force and the increase of mercenaries-the reader would 
scarcely understand either the proceedings of Athens in refer
ence to Philip, or the career of Demosthenes on which we are 
now about to enter. 

Having by assiduous labour acquired for himself these high 
powers both of speech and of composition, Demosthenes stood 
forward in 354 B.C. to devote them to the service of the 
public. His first address to the assembly is not less interest
ing, objectively, as a memorial of the actual Hellenic political 
world in that year-than subjectively, as an evidence of his 
own manner of appreciating its exigencies. 2 At that moment, 
the predominant apprehension at Athens arose from reports 
respecting the Great King, who was said to be contemplating 
measures of hostility against Greece, and against Athens in 
particular, in consequence of the aid recently lent by the 
Athenian general Chares to the revolted Persian satrap Arta
bazus. By this apprehension-which had already, in part, 

1 Herodot. vii. 102. TV 'Eil.il.ct~< ·nvl1) p.£v "l<ltco'T< rr6v.,.pocp&s ~rrn, &c. 
About the Persians, Herodot. i. 71; Arrian, v. 4, 13. 
~ The oration De Symmoriis is placed by Dionysius of Halikarnassus in 

the archonship of Diotimus, 354-353 B.c. (Dionys. Hal. ad Ammreum, p. 
724). And it is plainly composed prior to the expedition sent by the 
Thebans under Pammenes to assist the revolted Artabazus against the 
Great King ; which expedition· is placed by Diodorus (xvi. 34) in the 
ensuing year 353-352 B.C. Whoever will examine the way in which 
Demosthenes argues, in the oration De Symmoriis (p. 187, s. 40-42), as to 
the relations of the Thebans with Persia-will see that he cannot have 
known anything about assistance given by the Thebans to Artabazus 
against Persia. 
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etermined the Athenians (a year before) to make peace with 
1eir revolted insular allies, and close the Social War-the 
ublic mind still continued agitated. A Persian armament of 
oo sail, with a large force of Grecian mercenaries-and an 
tvasion of Greece-was talked of as probable.1 It appears 
1at Mausolus, prince or satrap of Karia, who had been the 
rincipal agent in inflaming the Social War, still prosecuted 
ostilities against the islands even after the peace, announcing 
1at he acted in execution of the king's designs; so that the 
.thenians sent envoys to remonstrate with him. 2 The Persians 
!em also to have been collecting inland forces, which were 
nployed some years afterwards in reconquering Egypt, but 
f which the destination was not at this moment declared. 
[ence the alarm now prevalent at Athens. It is material to 
ote-as a mark in the tide of events-that few persons as yet 
1tertained apprehensions about Philip of Macedon, though 
tat prince was augmenting steadily his military force as well 
; his conquests. Nay, Philip afterwards asserted, that during 
tis alarm of Persian invasion, he was himself one of the parties 
tvited to assist in the defence of Greece. 3 

Though the Macedonian power had no{ yet become obvi
Jsly formidable, we trace in the present speech of Deroo
henes that same Pan-Hellenic. patriotism whi~afterwards 
:ndered him so strenuous in blowing the trump~-:Jgfiinst 
hilip. The obligation incumbent upon all Greeks, but upon 
thens especially, on account of her traditions and her station, 
• uphold Hellenic liberty against the foreigner at all cost, is 
.sis ted on with an emphasis and dignity worthy of Perikles. 4 

ut while Demosthenes thus impresses upon his countrymen 
)ble and Pan-Hellenic purposes, he does not rest content with 
oquent declamation, or negative criticism on the past. His 
:commendat~ons as to means are positive and explicit ; imply
.g an a~t~ntive survey and a sagacious appreciation of the 
trroundmg circums~ances. W_hile k~~g~e his coun_try
en a favourable VIew of' the1r position, he never- promises 
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them success except on condition of earnest and perseverin1 
individual efforts, with arms and with money. He exhausts al 
his invention in the unpopular ~as:{ of shaming them, Ly direc 
reproach as well as by obli4ue insinuation, out of that aversior 
to personal military service which, for the misfortune of Athens 
had become a confirmed habit. Such positive and practica 
character as to means, always contemplating the full exigencie 
of a given situation --combined with the cor:stant presentatim 
of Athens, as the pledged champion of Grecian freedom, am 
w:th appeals to Athenian foretime, not as a patrimony to res 
upon, but as an example to imitate-constitute the imperish· 
able charm of these harangues of Demosthenes, not leF 
memorable than their excellence as rhetorical composition.~ 
In the latter merit, indeed, his rival n:schines is less inferior tc 
him than in the former. 

In no one of the speeches of Demosthenes is the spirit o 
practical wisdom more predominant than in this his earlies' 
known discourse to the public assembly--on the Symmories--
delivered by a young man of twenty-seven years of age, wh< 
could have had little -other teaching except from the decrie< 
classes of sophists, yifetors, and actors. vVhile proclaiming th( 
king of Persia as-~ the common and dangerous enemy of thf 
Grecian name, he contends that no e~ "'..:nee of impendinr 
Persian attack had yet transpired, suuiciently obvious anc 
glaring to warrant Athens in sending round 1 to invoke z 
general league of Greeks, as previous speakers had suggested. 
He deprecates on the one hand any step calculated to provo.{( 
the Persian king or bring on a war-and on the other hand, 
any premature appeal to the Greeks for combination, befon 
they themselves were impressed with a feeling of commor. 
danger. ~~othing but such common terror could bring abou: 
union among the different Hellenic cities ; nothing else coulc 
silence those standing jealousies and antipathies, which renderec 
intestine war so frequent, and would probably enab:e th( 
Persian king. to purchase several Greeks for his own allie~ 
against the rest. 

"Let us neither be immoderately afraid of the Great King, 
nor on the other hand be ourselves the first to begin the wa: 
and wrong him- -·as well on our account as from the bad feelint 
and mistrust prevalent among the Greeks around us. If indeec 
we, with the full and unanimous force of Greece, could attad 
him unas~isted, I shouldftave, held t~at eve_n .w~ong, ~on( 
towards htm, was no wm I a;.. But smc~h1s 1s tmpossible 
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absent in Asia, from interfering in Peloponnesus for the pro
tection of Megalopolis. There were even at Athens politicians 
who confidently predicted the approaching humiliation of 
Thebes,1 together with the emancipation and reconstitution of 
those Breotian towns which she now held in dependence
Orchomenus, Thespire, and Platrea; predictions cordially wel
comed by the miso-Theban sentiment at Athens. To the 
Spartans, the moment appeared favourable for breaking up 
Megalopolis and recovering Messene; in which scheme they 
hoped to interest not only Athens, but also Elis, Phlius, and 
some other Peloponnesian states. To Athens they offered aid 
for the recovery of Oropus, now and for about twelve years 

. past in the hands of the Thebans ; to Elis and Phlius they also 

~
tendered assistance for regaining respectively Triphylia and the 
Trikaranum, from the Arcadians and Argeians.2 This political 
combination was warmly espoused by a considerable party at 
Athens; being recommended not less by aversion to Thebes 
than by the anxious desire for repossessing the border town of 

1 •. · Oropus. But it was combated by others, and by Demosth~nes 
'· among the number, who could not be tempted by any ba1t to 
~ acquiesce in the reconstitution of Lacedremonian power as it 
· had stood before the battle of Leuktra. In the Athenian 

assembly, the discussion was animated and even angry; the 
, envoys from Megalopolis, as well as those from Sparta on the 

other side, finding strenuous partisans.3 

Demosthenes strikes a course professedly middle between 
the two, yet really in favour of defending Megalopolis against 
Spartan reconquest. We remark in this oration (as in the 
oration De Symmoriis, a year before) that there is no allusion 
to Philip ; a point to be noticed as evidence of the gradual 
changes in the Demosthenic point of view. All the arguments 
urged turn upon Hellenic and Athenian interests, without 
reference to the likelihood of hostilities from without. In fact, 
Demosthenes lays down, as a position not to be disputed by any 
one, that for the interest of Athens, both Sparta and Thebes 
ought to be weak ; neither of them in condition to disturb 

1 Demosthenl!s, Orat. pro Megalopolitanis, p. 203, s. 5, p. 210, s. 36. 
"EcrTL TolvvJI ~v TWL Toto6Tlf) Katpcj) -rO. wp&."(f.L«Ta. vilv, d TL OeL Toi's elp"']p.Jvots 
"oll.ll.ci.Kts wap' tJp.<v 71.&-yots n~ep.f}parr8a•, IJ"ne e.,13alovs p.ev, 'Opxop.evov Kal 
0E0"7rtcdv Kal flAaTatWV olKtufJetuWv, fur8eve'is 'YEV~G'8a.t, &c. "'Av p.~v -ro£vvv 
KaTa.-rroAep.7J6Wtrnl ol ®7J{3a.'iot, tl>aTrep aOToVs Oei, &c. 

Compare Demosthenl!s cont. Aristokrat. p. 654, s. 120. 
2 Demosthenes pro Megalopolit. p. 206, s. r8: compare Xenoph. Hellen. 

vii. 2, r-s. 
a Demosthenl!s pro Megalopolit. p. 202, s. 1. 
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her security; l~a position, unfortunately, but too well recog
nised among all the leading Grecian st:ltes in their reciprocal 
dealings with each other, rendering the Pan-Hdlenic agt:;regd.te 
comparatively defenceless against Philip or any skilful aggressor 
from without. "While, however, affirming a general maxim, in 
itself questionable and perilous, Demosthenes deduces from it 
nothing but judicious consequences. In regard to Sparta, he 
insists only on keeping her in statu quo, and maintaining 
inviolate against her the independence of Megalopolis and 
Messene. He will not be prevailed upon to surrender to her 
these two cities, even by the seductive prospect of assistance to 
Athens in recovering Oropus, and in reviving the autonomy of 
the Bceotian cities. At that moment the prevalent disposition 
among the Athenian public was antipathy against Thebes, com
bined with a certain sympathy in favour of Sparta, whom they 
had aided at the battle of Mantineia against the Megalopolitans.~ 
Though himself sharing this sentiment,3 Demosthenes will not 
suffer his countrymen to be misled by it. He recommends 
that Athens shall herself take up the Theban policy in regard 
to Megalopolis and Messene, so as to protect these two cities 
against Sparta; the rather, as by such a proceeding the The bans 
will be excluded from Peloponnesus, and their general influence 
narrowed. He even goes so far as to say, that if Sparta should 
succeed in reconquering Megalopolis and Messene, Athens 
must again become the ally of the Thebans to restrain her 
further aggrandisement.4 

As far as we make out from imperfect information, it seems 
that the views of Demosthenes did not prevail, and that the 
Athenians declined to undertake the protection of ~legalopolis 
against Sparta; since we presently find the The bans continuing 
to afford that protection, as they had done befow. The aggres
sive schemes of Sparta appear to have been broached at the 
moment when the Phokians under Onomarchus were so de
cidedly superior to Thebes as to place that city in some 
embarrassment. But the superiority of the Phokians was soon 
lessened by their collision with a more formidable enemy--
Philip of Macedon. 

That prince had been already partially interfering in Thes-

1 Demosthen. pro Megalopolit. p. 203, s. 5, 6. Compare a similar 
sentiment, Demosthenes cont. Aristokrat. p. 654, s. 120. 

" Demosthen. pro Megalopolit. p. 203, s. 7, 9, p. 207, s. 22. 
3 See Demosthen. cont. Leptinem. p. 489, s. 172 (deliver~rl 355 B.c.); 

and Olynthiac. i. p. 16, s. 27. 
• D~mosthenes pro Meg:llupolit. p. 207, s. 24. 
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salian affairs,l at the instigation of Eudikus and Simus, chiefs 
of the Aleuadre of Larissa, against Lykophron the despot of 
Pherre. But his recent acquisition of Meth6ne left him more 
at liberty to extend his conquests southward, and to bring a 
larger force to bear on the dissensions of Thessaly. In that 
country, the great cities were,2 as usual, contending for supre
macy, and holding in subjection the smaller by means of 
garrisons; while Lykophron of Pherre was exerting himself to 
regain that ascendency over the whole, which had once been 
possessed by Jason and Alexander. Philip now marched into 
the country and attacked him so vigorously as to constrain him 
to invoke aid from the Phokians. Onomarchus, at that' time 
victorious over the Thebans and master as far as Thermopylre, 
was interested in checking the further progress of Philip south
ward and extending his own ascendency. He sent into Thessaly 
a force of 7ooo men, under his brother Phayllus, to sustain 
Lykophron. But Phayllus failed altogether; being defeated 
and driven out of Thessaly by Philip, so that Lykophron of 
Pherre was in greater danger than ever. Upon this, Onomarchus 
went himself thither with the full force of Phokians and foreign 
mercenaries. An obstinate, and seemingly a protracted contest 
now took place, in the course of which he was at first decided! y 
victorious. He defeated Philip in two battles, with such severe 
loss that the Macedonian army was withdrawn from Thessaly, 
while Lykophron with his Phokian allies remained masters of 
the country.s 

This great success of the Phokian arms was followed up by 
further victory in Breotia. Onomarchus renewed his invasion 
of that territory, defeated the Thebans in battle, and made 
himself master of Koroneia, in addition to Orchomenus, which 
he held before.4 It would seem that the Thebans were at this 
time deprived of much of their force, which was serving in Asia 
under Artabazus, and which, perhaps from these very reverses, 
they presently recalled. The Phokians, on the other hand, 
were at the height of their power. At this juncture falls, 
probably, the aggressive combination of the Spartans against 
Megalopolis, and the debate, before noticed, in the Athenian 
assembly. 

Philip was for some time in embarrassment from his defeats 
in Thessaly. His soldiers, discouraged and even mutinous 

1 Diodor. xvi. 14; Demosthen&s, De Corona, p. 241, s. 6o. Harpokra
tion v. ~'ip.os. 

2 Isokratt!s, Orat. viii. (De Pace) s. 143, 144· 
8 Diodor. xvi. 35· 4 Diodor. xvi. 35· 
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would hardly consent to remain under his standard. By great 
pains, and animated exhortation, he at last succeeded in re
animating them. After a certain interval for restoration and 
reinforcement, he advanced with a fresh army into Thessaly, 
and resumed his operations against Lykophron ; who was 
obliged again to solicit aid from Onomarchus, and to promise 
that all Thessaly should henceforward be held under his 
dependence. Onomarchus accordingly joined him in Thessaly 
with a large army, said to consist of zo,ooo foot and soo 
cavalry. But he found on this occasion, within the country, 
more obstinate resistance than before; for the cruel dynasty of 
Pherre had probably abused their previous victory by aggravated 
violence and rapacity, so as to throw into the arms of their 
enemy a multitude of exiles. On Philip's coming into Thessaly 
with a new army, the Thessalians embraced his cause so 
warmly, that he soon found himself at the head of an army of 
zo,ooo foot and 3000 horse. Onomarchus met him in the field, 
somewhere near the southern coast of Thessaly; not diffident 
of success, as well from his recent victories, as from the neigh
bourhood of an Athenian fleet under Chares, co-operating with 
him. Here a battle was joined, and obstinately contested 
between the two armies, nearly equal in numbers of infantry. 
Philip exalted the courage of his soldiers by decorating them 
with laurel wreaths, 1 as crusaders in the service of the god 
against the despoilers of the Delphian temple; while the Thes
salians also, forming the best cavalry in Greece and fighting 
with earnest valour, gave decisive advantage to his cause. The 
defeat of the forces of Onomarchus and Lykophron was com
plete. Six thousand of them are said to have been slain, and 
three thousand to have been taken prisoners; the remainder 
escaped either by flight, or by throwing away their arms, and 
swimming off to the Athenian ships. Onomarchus himself 
perished. According to one account, he was slain by his own 
mercenaries, provoked by his cowardice : according to another 
account, he was drowned--being carried into the sea by an 
unruly horse, and trying to escape to the ships. Philip caused 
his dead body to be crucified, and drowned all the prisoners as 
men guilty of sacrilege. 2 

1 This fact is mentioned by Justin (viii. 2), and seems likely to be true, 
from the severity with which Philip, after his victory, treated the Phokian 
pri,oners. But the further statement of Justin is not likely to be true --that 
the Plwkian<, on beholding the insignia of the god, threw away their arms 
and fled without resistance. 

2 Diodor. xvi. 55; Pausan. x. 2, 3; Philo Judreus apud Eusebium Prrep. 
Evan g. viii. p. 392. Dio' lorus states that Char(ls with the Athenian fleet 
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This victory procured for the Macedonian prince great 

renown as avenger of the Delphian god-and became an im
portant step in his career of aggrandisement. It not only 
terminated the power of the Phokians north of Thermopylre, 
but also finally crushed the powerful dynasty of Pherre in 
Thessaly. Philip laid siege to that city, upon which Lykophron 
and Peitholaus, surrounded by an adverse population and 
unable to make any long defence, capitulated, and surrendered 
it to him; retiring with their mercenaries, zooo in number, into 
Phokis.1 Having obtained possession of Pherre and proclaimed 
it a free city, Philip proceeded to besiege the neighbouring 
town of Pagasre, the most valuable maritime station in Thessaly. 
How long Pagasre resisted, we do not know ; but long enough 
to send intimation to Athens, with entreaties for succour. The 
Athenians, alarmed at the successive conquests of Philip, were 
well disposed to keep this important post out of his hands, 
which their naval power fully enabled them to do. But here 
again (as in the previous examples of Pydna, Potidrea, and 
Meth6ne), the aversion to personal service among the citizens 
individually-and the impediments as to apportionment of duty 
or cost, whenever actual outgoing was called for-produced the 
untoward result, that though an expedition was voted and 
despatched, it did not arrive in time.2 Pagasre surrendered 
and came into the power of Philip; who fortified and garrisoned 
it for himself, thus becoming master of the Pagasrean Gulf, the 
great maritime inlet of Thessaly. 

was sailing by, accidentally. But this seems highly improbable. It cannot 
but be supposed that he was destined to co-operate with the Phokians. 

1 Diodor. xvi. 37· 
2 Demosthenes, Philippic i. 'P· so, s. 40, KaiTot, ,.[ o-h'lro'!"E vop.l(<T€ •.•.• 

TaOs U1roO"T&Aous 1rci.V'ras Up.'iv OU'rt:pl(ew TWv JCa.tpWv, T0v els Me8dlvrw, T Dv e l s 
lla')'auds, TOP els lloTloatav, &c. 

Demosthenes, Olynth. i. p. I I. s. 9· Kal 1rci.ll.tv f!vl~<a nvova, lloTloata, 
Me0Wv7}, naf'aO'al-?Toi\.top!CoV,ueva lt7r1J'}'')'EAAET,o, el -r&-re TOVTwv Evl 
T'f' 7rpW'1"'f' 1rpo8vp.ws /Cal &s 7rpo<Ti)IC<II l{3o7J81}uap.ev abTol, &c. 

The first Philippic was delivered in 352-351 B.c., which proves that 
Philip's capture of Pagasre cannot have been later than that year. Nor can 
it have been earlier than his capture of Pherre-as I have before remarked 
in reference to the passage of Diodorus (xvi. 31), where it seems to be 
placed in 354-353 B.c.; iflla')'c\.s is to be taken for lla')lauds. 

I apprehend that the first campaign of Philip in Thessaly against the 
Phokians, wherein he was beaten and driven out by Onomarchus, may be 
pl_aced in the summer of 353 B.C. The second entrance into Thessaly, 
with the defeat and death of Onomarchus, belongs to the early spring of 
352 B.C. The capture of Pherre and Pagasre comes immediately afterwards· 
then the expedition of Philip to Thermopylre, where his progress wa~ 
arrested by the Athenians, comes about Midsummer 352 B.c. 

K2 
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Philip was probably occupied for a certain time in making 

good his dominion over Thtcssaly. But as soon as suffic1ent 
precautions had been taken for this purpose, he sought to push 
this advantage over the Plwki.ans by invading them in their 
own territory. He marched to Thermupyl~, still proclaiming 
as his aim the liberation of the Delphian temple and the 
punishment of its sacrilegious robbers ; while he at the same 
time conciliated the favour of the Thessalians by promising to 
restore to th\:m the Pyl~a, or half-yearly Amphiktyonic festival 
at Thermopyl~, which the Phokians had discontinued. 1 

The Phokians, though masters of this almost inexpugnable 
pass, seemed to have been so much disheartened by their 
recent defeat, and the death of Onomarchus, that they felt 
unable to maintain it long. The news of such a danger, trans
mitted to Athens, excited extraordinary agitation. The import
anceof defending Thermopyl~-and of prohibiting the victorious 
king of Macedon from coming to co-operate with the Thebans 
on the southern side of it, 2 not merely against the Phokians, 
but probably also against Attica-~~were so powerfully felt, that 
the usual hesitations and delay of the Athenians in respect to 
military expedition were overcome. Chiefly from this cause-·
but partly also, we may suppose, from the vexatious disappoint
ment recently incurred in the attempt to relieve Pegas~-an 
Athenian armament under NausikU~s (amounting to sooo foot 
and 400 horse, according to Diodorus) 8 was fitted out with not 
less vigour and celerity than had been displayed against the 
Thebans in Eubooa, seven years before. Athenian citizens 
shook off their lethargy, and promptly volunteered. They 
reached Thermopyl~ in good time, placing the pass in such 
a condition of defence that Philip did not attack it at all. 
Often afterwards does Demosthenes,4 in combating the general 
remissness of his countrymen when military exigencies arose, 
remind them of this unwonted act of energetic movement, 
crowned with complete effect. With little or no loss, the 
Athenians succeeded in guarding both themselves and their 
allies against a very menacing contingency, simply by the 

I Demosthenes, De Pace, p. 62, s. 23 ; Philippic ii. p. 7 I, s. 24; De 
Fals. I.egat. p. 443, s. 365. 

2 Demosthen~s, De Fals. Leg. p. 367, s. 94, p. 446, s. 375· Tls -yiJ.p 
OUH: olOEJI vp.fdJI lh, T<f <f!OJH:,OJJI 'TrOA,{Jofj! H:al .,.q; H:vplovs elva< llvll.wv .,.,,c~as, * 
.,., .i1ro li!J'1J/3aiwv llll-.a v1ri}px•v ~p.lv, ~tal TO p.1JOt7ro.,.' oMeiv &v <ls llell.o· 
7r&i1V'1J<[OJI p.1JO' Els Eli/3o<av <Jt(A.nrnov p.'1JIJ~ El1J/3aiovs ; 

a Diodor. xvi. 37, 38. 
4 Demosthcnes, Philippic i. p. 44, s 20; De Corona, p. 236, s. 40; De 

Fa!s. Leg. p. 444, s. 366. 
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promptitude of their action. The cost of the armament alto
gether was more than zoo talents; and from the stress which 
Demosthenes lays on that portion of the expense which was 
defrayed by the soldiers privately and individually,1 we may 
gather that these soldiers (as in the Sicilian expedition under 
Nikias 2) were in considerable proportion opulent citizens. 
Among a portion of the Grecian public, however, the Athenians 
incurred obloquy as accomplices in the Phokian sacrilege, and 
enemies of the Delphian god.3 

But though Philip was thus kept out of Southern Greece, 
and the Phokians enabled to reorganise themselves against 
Thebes, yet in Thessaly and without the straits of Thermopylce, 
Macedonian ascendency was henceforward an uncontested 
fact. Before we follow his subsequent proceedings, however, 
it will be convenient to turn to events both in Phokis and in 
Peloponnesus. 

In the depressed condition of the Phokians after the defeat 
of Onomarchus, they obtained reinforcement not only from 
Athens, but also from Sparta (xooo men), and from the Pelo
ponnesian Achceans (zooo men).4 Phayllus, the successor (by 
some called brother) of Onomarchus, put himself again in a 
condition of defence. He had recourse a third time to that 
yet unexhausted store-the Delphian treasures and valuables. 
He despoiled the temple to a greater extent than Philomelus, 
and not less than Onomarchus ; incurring aggravated odium 
from the fact, that he could not now supply himself without 
laying hands on offerings of conspicuous magnificence and 
antiquity, which his two predecessors had spared. It was thus 
that the splendid golden donatives of the Lydian king Krocsus 
were now melted down and turned into money ; 1 17 bricks or 

~ ingots of gold, most of them weighing two talents each; 36o 
golden goblets, together with a female statue three cubits high, 

1 Demosthen€s, De Fals. Leg. p. 367, s. 95. 2 Thucyd. vi. 31. 
3 Jus tin, vii. 2. His rhetorical exaggerations ought not to make us reject 

the expression of this opinion against Athens, as a real fact. 
4 Demosthen€s (Fals. Leg. p. 443) affirms that no one else except Athens 

assisted or rescued the Phokians in this emergency. But Diodorus (xvi. 37) 
mentions succours from the other allies also ; and there seems no ground 
for disbelieving him. The boast of Demosthenes, however, that Athens 
single-handed saved the Phokians, is not <incorrect as to the main fact, 
though overstated in the expression. For the Athenians, commanding a 
naval force, and on this rare occasion rapid in their movements, reached 
Thermopylre in time to arrest the progress of Philip, and b~fore the Pelo
ponnesian troops could arrive. The Athenian expedition to Thermopylre 
seems to have occurred about May 352 B.C.-as far as we can make out 
the chronology of the tim~:, 
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and a lion, of the same metal-~said to have weighed in the 
aggregate thirty talents. 1 The abstraction of such ornaments, 
striking and venerable in the eyes of the numerous visitors of 
the temple, was doubtless deeply felt among the Grecian public. 
And the indignation was aggravated by the fact, that beautiful 
youths or women, favourites of Onomarchus or Phayllus, 
received some of the most precious gifts, and wore the most 
noted ornaments, which had decorated the temple-even the 
necklaces of Helen and Eriphyle. One woman, a flute-player 
named Bromias, not only received from Phayllus a silver cup 
and a golden wreath (the former dedicated in the temple by 
the Phokreans, the latter by the Peparethians), but was also 
introduced by him, in his capacity of superintendent of the 
Pythian festival, to contend for the prize in playing the sacred 
Hymn. As the competitors for such prize had always been 
men, the assembled crowd so loudly resented the novelty, that 
Bromias was obliged to withdraw.2 Moreover profuse largesses, 
and flagrant malversation, became more notorious than ever.3 

The Phokian leaders displayed with ostentation their newly
acltuired wealth, and either imported for the first time bought 
slaves, or at least greatly multiplied the pre-existing number. 
It had before been the practice in Phokis, we are told, for the 
wealthy men to be served by the poor youthful freemen of the 

1 Diorlor. xvi. 56. The account of these donat[v, s of Krrt"us may be 
read in Herodotus (i. 50, 51), who saw them at !Jelphi. As to the exact 
weight and number, there is some discrepancy between him and Diodorus; 
more<>ver the text of Herodotus himself is not free from obscurity. 

2 Theopomp. Fragm. r82, 183 ; Phylarchus, Fragm. 6o, ed. Didot; 
Anaximen~s and Ephorus ap. Athenreum, vi. pp. 231, 232. The Pythian 
games here alluded to must have been those ceiehrated in Au~ust or Sep
tember 350 B.C. It would seem therefore that Phayllus survived over that 
period. 

3 Diodor. xvi. 56, 57· The story annexed about Tphikrat~s and the 
ships of Dionysius of Syracuse-a story which, at all events, comes quite 
out of its chronological place-appears to me not worthy of credit, in the 
manner in which Diodorus here gives it. The squadron of Dionysius, 
which Iphikrates captured on the coast of Korkyra, was coming to the aid 
and at the request of the Laced::emonians, then at war with Athens (Xenoph. 
Hellen. vi. 2, 33). It was therefore a fair capture for an Athenian general, 
together with all on board. If, amidst the cargo, there happened to be 
presents intended for Olympia and Delphi, these, as being on board of ships 
of war, would follow the fate nf the other persons and lhings along with 
them. They would not be considered as the property of the god until they 
had been actually d"dicat.ed in his tem•,[e. Nor would the person sending 
them he entitled to invok<' the privile~e of a consecrated carl;O unless he 
div~sted it of all hostile accompaniment. The letter of complaint to the 
Athenians, which Diodorus gives as having been sent by Dionysius, seems 
to me neither genuine nor even plausible. 
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country; and complaints arose among the latter class that their 
daily bread was thus taken away.l 

Notwithstanding the indignation excited by these proceedings 
not only throughout Greece, but even in Phokis itself-Phayllus 
carried his point of levying a fresh army of mercenaries, and of 
purchasing new alli~nces among the smaller cities. Both Athens 
and Sparta profited more or less by the distribution; though 
the cost of the Athenian expedition to Thermopylre, which 
rescued the Phokians from destruction, seems clearly to have 
been paid by the Athenians themselves.2 Phayllus carried on 
war for some time against both the Breotians and Lokrians. 
He is represented by Diodorus to have lost several battles. But 
it is certain that the general result was not unfavourable to 
him; that he kept possession of Orchomenus in Breotia ; and 
that his power remained without substantial diminution.s 

The stress of war seems, for the time, to have been trans
ferred to Peloponnesus, whither a portion both of the Phokian 
and Theban troops went to co-operate. The Laced<emonians 
had at length opened their campaign against Megalopolis, of 
which I have already spoken as having been debated before the 
Athenian public assembly. Their plan seems to have been 
formed some months before, when Onomarchus was at the 
maximum of his power, and when Thebes was supposed to be 
in danger ; but it was not executed until after his defeat and 
death, when the Phokians, depressed for the time, were rescued 
only by the prompt interference of Athens-and when the 
Thebans had their hands comparatively free. Moreover, the 
Theban division which had been sent into Asia under Pam
menes a year or two before, to assist Artabazus, may now be 
presumed to have returned; especially as we know that no 

. very long time afterwards, Artabazus appears as completely 
defeated by the Persian troops-expelled from Asia-and con
strained to take refuge, together with his brother-in-law Memnon, 
under the protection of Philip.4 The Megalopolitans had sent 
envoys to entreat aid from Athens, under the apprehension 
that Thebes would not be in a condition to assist them. It 
may be doubted whether Athens would have granted their 
prayer, in spite of the advice of Demosthenes; but the Thebans 
had now again become strong enough to uphold with their own 
force their natural allies in Peloponnesus. 

1 Timreus, Fragm. 67, ed. Didot; ap. Athenreum, vi. p. 264-272. 
2 Diodor. xvi. 57: compare Demosthen. Fals. Leg. p. 367. 
8 lliodor. xvi. 37, 38. 
4 Diodor. xvi. 52. 
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Accordingly, when the Lacedremonian army under king 

Archidamus invaded the Megalopolitan territory, a competent 
force was soon brought togl:ther to oppose them ; furnished 
partly by the Argeians·-who had been engaged during the pre
ceding year in a border warfare with Sparta, and had ex
perienced a partial defeat at Ornere 1-·partly by the Sikyonians 
and Messenians, who came in full muster. Besides this, the 
forces on both sides from Bceotia and Phokis were transferred 
to Peloponnesus. The The bans sent 4000 foot, and soo horse, 
under Kephision, to the aid of Megalopolis; while the Spartans 
not only recalled their own troops from Phokis, but also pro
cured 3ooo of the mercenaries in the service of Phayllus, and 
rso Thessalian horse from Lykophron, the expelled despot of 
Pherre. Archidamus received his reinforcements, and got 
together his aggregate forces, earlier than the enemy. He 
advanced first into Arcadia, where he posted himself near 
Mantineia, thus cutting off the Argeians from Megalopolis ; he 
next invaded the territory of Argos, attacked Ornere, and 
defeated the Argeians in a partial action. Presently the 
Thebans arrived, and effected a junction with their Argeian 
and Arcadian allies. The ~111ited force was greatly superior in 
number to the Lacedremonians; but such superiority was 
counterbalanced by the bad discipline of the The bans, who had 
sadly declined on this point during the interval of ten years 
since the death of Epaminondas. A battle ensued, partially 
advantageous to the Lacedremonians ; while the Argeians and 
Arcadians chose to go home to their neighbouring cities. The 
Lacedremonians also, having ravaged a portion of Arcadia, 
and stormed the Arcadian town of Helissus, prest~ntly re-crossed 
their own frontier and returned to Sparta. They left however 
a division in Arcadia under Anaxander, who, en<4aging with the 
Thebans near Telphusa, was worsted with great loss and made 
prisoner. In two other battles, also, the Thebans were suc
cessively victorious ; in a third, they were vanquished by the 
Lacedremonians. With such balanced and undc:cided success 
was the war carried on, until at length the Lacedremonians 
proposed and concluded peace with Megalopolis. Either 
formally, or by implication, they were forced to recognise the 
autonomy of that city ; thus abandoning, for the time at least, 
their aggressive purposes, which Demosthenes had combated 
and sought to frustrate before the Athenian assembly. The 
Thebans on their side returned home, having accomplished 

l lJiudor. xvi. 34· 
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their object of protecting Megalopolis and Messene ; and we 
may presume that the Phokian allies of Sparta were sent 
home also.l 

The war between the Bceotians and Phokians had doubtless 
slackened during this episode in Peloponnesus; but it still went 
on, in a series of partial actions, on the river Kephissus, at 
Koroneia, at Abre in Phokis, and near the Lokrian town of 
Naryx. For the most part, the Phokians are said to have been 
worsted; and their commander Phayllus presently died of a 
painful disease-the suitable punishment (in the point of view of 
a Grecian historian 2) for his sacrilegious deeds. He left as his 
successor Phalrekus, a young man, son of Onomarchus, under 
the guardianship and advice of an experienced friend named 
Mnaseas. But Mnaseas was soon surprised at night, defeated, 
and slain, by the The bans; while Phalrekus, left to his own 
resources, was defeated in two battles near Chreroneia, and was 
unable to hinder his enemies from ravaging a large part of the 
Phokian territory.8 ' 

We know the successive incidents of this ten years' Sacred 
War only from the meagre annals of Diodorus; whose warm 
sympathy in favour of the religious side of the question seems 
to betray him into exaggeration of the victories of the The bans, 
or at least into some omission of counterbalancing reverses. 
For in spite of these successive victories, the Phokians were no
way put down, but remained in possession of the Bceotian town 
of Orchomenus ; moreover the Thebans became so tired out 
and impoverished by the war, that they confined themselves 
presently to desultory incursions and skirmishes.4 Their losses 
fell wholly upon their own citizens and their own funds ; while 
the Phokians fought with foreign mercenaries and with the 
treasures of the temple. 5 The increasing poverty of the 
Thebans even induced them to send an embassy to the Persian 
king, entreating pecuniary aid; which drew from him a present 
of 300 talents. As he was at this time organising a fresh ex
pedition on an immense scale, for the reconquest of Phenicia 
and Egypt, after more than one preceding failure-he required 
Grecian soldiers as much as the Greeks required his money. 

1 Diodor. xvi. 39· 
3 Diodor. xvi. 38, 39· 

2 Diodor. xvi. 38. 

4 Diodor. xvi. 40. brl ~~ -rovrwll, ®'1//3o.'iot «dp.lloi''T<S rql 1rpbs <l>w«<ts 
1ruli.Ep.cp, «al XPT/1-'drwll &7ropovp.ellot, 7rpEG'/3etS E~E7rep.ljtav 1rpbs roll riiw ITepG'wv 
j3o.G'<li.Ea • • • • Tots Se Botwro'is «al -ro'is <I>w«<VG'<ll lJ.«po/3oll.tG'p.ol f'~ll «al 
xd!pas ICCJ.'TaSpop.o.l (J'VPEG''TTJG'O.ll, 'ITpd~··s IJ~ KU.'Ttt TOV'TOll 'TOll ElltavrOll (351-350 
B. c.-according to the chronology of Diodorus) ob G'Vll<nll.oG'87JG'a.ll. 

6 Isokrates, Orat. v. (ad Philipp.) s. 6r. 
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Hence we shall see presently that the Thebans were able to 
send him an equivalent. 

In the war just recounted on the Laconian and Arcadian 
frontier, the Athenians had taken no part. Their struggle with 
Philip had been becoming from month to month more serious 
and embarrassing. By occupying in time the defensible pass 
of Thermopyhe, they had indeed prevented him both from 
crushing the Phokians and from meddling with the Southern 
states of Greece. But the final battle wherein he had defeated 
Onomarchus, had materially increased both his power and his 
military reputation. The numbers on both sides were very 
great ; the result was decisive, and ruinous to the vanquished ; 
moreover, we cannot doubt that the Macedonian phalanx, with 
the other military improvements and manceuvres which Philip 
had been gradually organising since his accession, was now 
exhibited in formidable efficiency. The king of ~1acedon had 
become the ascendent soldier and potentate hanging on the 
skirts of the Grecian world, exciting fears, or hopes, or both at 
once, in every city throughout its limits. In the first Philippic 
of Demosthenes, and in his oration agaimt Aristokrates 
(delivered between Midsummer 352 B.c. and Midsummer 
35 1 B.c.), we discern evident marks of the terrors which 
Philip had come to inspire, within a year after his repulse 
from Thermopyl::e, to reflecting Grecian politicians. "It is 
impossible for Athens (says the orator 1) to provide any land
force competent to contend in the field against that of Philip." 

The reputation of his generalship and his indefatigable 
activity was already everywhere felt; as well as that of the 
officers and soldiers, partly native :VIacedonians, part'- -t.,'1sen 
Greeks, whom he had assembled round him 2 - especially the 
lochages or front rank men of the phalanx and the hypaspistae. 
Moreover, the excellent cavalry of Thessaly became embodied 
from henceforward as an element in the Macedonian army ; 
since Philip had acquired unbounded ascendency in that 
country, from his expulsion of the Pher::ean despots and their 
auxiliaries the Phokians. The philo-Macedonian party in the 
Thessalian cities had constituted him federal chief (or in some 
sort Tagus) of the country, not only enrolling their cavalry in 
his armies, but also placing at his disposal the customs and 

1 Demosthencs, Philippic i. p. 4fi, s. 26 (352 -351 n.c.). 
Compare Philippic iii. p. 1:24, <. 63. 
2 Demosthencs, Olynth. ii. p. 23, s. 17 (delivered in 350 n.c.) . 
• • • • 0/ OE 1!1, 7repl a~TCV UPTES ~EVOI r<al-.r<(e-ra<pot o6~av p.ev lxou<f<V, ,:,s 

dtTl Oavu.acr-rol r<al <TVJ'I<Er<po-r'T/p.evot -rd -roil 1rol\eu.ov, &c. 
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market dues, which formed a standing common fund for sup
porting the Thessalian collective administration.! The financial 
means of Philip, for payment of his foreign troops, and pro
secution of his military enterprises, were thus materially 
increased. 

But besides his irresistible land-force, Philip had now become 
master of no ·inconsiderable naval power also. During the 
early years of the war, though he had taken not only Am phi
polis but also all the Athenian possessions on the Macedonian 
coast, yet the exports from his territory had been interrupted by 
the naval force of Athens, so as to lessen seriously the produce 
of his export duties. 2 But he had now contrived to get together 
a sufficient number of armed ships and privateers, if not to 
ward off such damage from himself, at least to retaliate it upon 
Athens. Her navy indeed was still incomparably superior, but 
the languor and remissness of her citizens refused to bring it 
out with efficiency; while Philip had opened for himself a new 
avenue to maritime power by his acquisition of Pher~ and 
Pagas~, and by establishing his ascendency over the Magnetes 
and their territory, round the eastern border of the Pagas~an 
Gulf. That Gulf (now known by the name of Volo) is still the 
great inlet and outlet for Thessalian trade; the eastern coast of 
Thessaly, along the line of Mount Pelion, being craggy and 
harbourless.3 The naval force belonging to Pher~ and its sea
port Pagas~ was very considerable, and had been so even from 
the times of the despots Jason and Alexander; 4 at one moment 
painfully felt even by Athens. All these ships now passed into 
the service of Philip, together with the dues on export and 
import levied round the Pagas~an Gulf ; the command of which 
he further secured by erecting suitable fortifications on the 
Magnesian shore, and by placing a garrison in Pagas~. 5 Such 

1 Demosthen~s cont. Aristokrat. p. 657, s. 133 (352-351 B.c.); also De
mosthen. Olynth. i. p. 15, s. 23 (349 B.C.). 11~ouov o' l!ywy.! 'I"WWV &s ovo€ 
TOiJ~ J\tpivas ICa.l Tc\:.s lt:yopCt.s ~'T L lj c{, (1' OLE Jl a.iJTt; Ka.p·7rolJu9at• T(t ")'0.p ICOIJI(t. 
rei: 0eTTa.l\&v &1rO TollTwv ~lot OtouceLv, oil CfllAt1f7rOV A.ap./3clvEtV" el Of Toln·CJJv 
a11"00''1"€p1)8~0'€'1"at 'I"OJI' XP1/fJ.&.'I"wV, Els O'I"€V~V KOp.tojl 'l"a 'l"i)S 't"po<f>i)s 'I"OLS ~.!vots 
a.iJTo/ ICU.'TU.rTT.f}l1'ETU.t. 

2 Demosthen~s cont. Aristokrat. p. 657, s. 131-133 (352-351 n.c.): com
pare Isokrat@s, Orat. v. (ad Philipp ) s. 5· 

3 Xenoph. Hellen. v. 4, 56; Hermippus ap. Athenreum, i. p. 27. About 
the lucrative commerce in the Gulf, in reference to Demetrias and Thebre 
Phthiotid€s, see Livy, xxxix. 25. 

4 Demosthen&s cont. Poiykl. p. 1207; De Coronft Trierarchid, p. 1230; 
Diodor. xv. 95; Xenoph. Hellen. vi. r, II. 

5 Demosthen@s, Olynth. i. p. I5, s. 23- Kal yap TiayMas a'll"at'I"ELV au'1"6V 
El11w i.Y'I'I<f>tup.evot (the Thessalians re-demand the place from Philip), Kal 

,r~>-
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additional naval means, combined with what he already pos
sessed at Amphipolis and elsewhere, made him speedily 
annoying, if not formidable, to Athens, even at sea. His 
triremes showed themselves everywhere, probably in small and 
rapidly-moving squadrons. He levied large contributions on 
the insular allies of Athens, and paid the costs of war greatly 
out of the capture of merchant vessels in the JEgean. His 
squadrons made incursions on the Athenian islands of Lemnos 
and Imbros, carrying off several Athenian citizens as prisoners. 
They even stretched southward as far as Gen:e~tus, the southern 
promontory of Eubrea, where they not only fell in with and 
captured a lucrative squadron of corn-ships, but also insulted 
the coast of. Attica itself in the opposite bay of Marathon, 
towing off as a prize one of the sacred triremes.1 Such was the 
mischief successfully inflicted by the flying squadrons of Philip, 

Ma-yv1)CTlav le€1ewli.{JKaCTL T«Xl(•w. In Olynth. ii. p. 2 I, s. II it stands- 1<al 
-yC..p vuv •lCTlv ~o/1)'/>LCTJ.<EVOL lla-yaCTU$ a'JI"aLnlv, ~eal .... pl Ma-yv1)CTlas i\O')<OU$ 
,-o«ICT6a<. I take the latter expression to state the fact with more strict 
precision ; the Thessalians passed a vote to remonstrate with Philip ; it is 
not probable that they actually hindered him. And if he afterwards "gave 
to them Magnesia,'' as we are told in a later oration delivered 344 B. c. 
(Philippic ii. p. 71, s. 24), he probably gave it with reserve of the fortified 
posts to himself; since we know that his ascendency over Thessaly was not 
only not relaxed, but became more violent and compressive. 

Tht: value which the Macedonian kings always continued to set, from 
this time forward, upon Magnesia and the recess of the Pagasrean Gulf, 
is shown in the foundation of the city of Demetrias in that important 
position by Demetrius Poliorketes, about sixty years afterwards. Deme
trias, Chalkis, and Corinth came to be con&iden:d the most commanding 
positions in Greece. 

This fine bay, with the fertile territory lying on its shores under Mount 
Pelion, are well described by Colonel Leake, Travds in NDrthern Greece, 
vol. iv. ch. 41, p. 373 seqq. I doubt whether either Ulpian (ad Demosthen. 
Olynth. i. p. 24) or Colonel Leake (p. 381) are borne uut in supposing that 
thtre was any town called Magnesia on the shores of the Gulf. None such 
is mentioned either by Strabo or by Sky lax ; and I apprehend that the 
passages above cited from Demosthenes mean Magnesia the regt'on inhabited 
by the Magnetes; as in Demosthenes cont. Neaeram, p. 1382, s, 141. 

1 Demusthencs, Philippic i. p. 46, s. 25. li•i' "'tdp, lxovTos (~e•lvou 
VaUTLieOV, 1eal TctXELWV Tp<flpwv .qJ.<IV, 8'11"WS aCTcpai\ws"' o6vaJ.<LS 'll"i\ep.-··p. 49, 
s. JS. OpWTOV J.<EV, Tlw J.<E'YL<I'I'OV 'I'WV l~e.Cvou ..-opwv U.cpatp'hCTECT6•· tCTTL o' 
oiiT()S Tis; cbrO TWv Vp.eTfpwv Vp.iv 1roA~p.e'i t1'VP./·u1x")JI' lf')'wV teed tpJpwv TaOs 
1TA€owras -rf}v 8J.Aa.O'O"aV. ~E?I"E,Ta, T( 7rp0s TOiJ'T'O; TOiJ 1rcJ.tTXEtJI a.UTol IC«ICWs 
~~"' 'Y•VfJCTECT6€, obx {f,(]''11"€p T/W '11"apEi\60VTa XPOVOV €lS fi.~J.<VOV leal "IJ.<f3pov 
lJ.</3ai\wv alxJ.<all.t/;Tous 'II"Oll.lTas OJ.<•Topous o/x•T' a-ywv, 7tpos .,.q; r.paLCTTo/ 'I'Ct 
?TAoi'a lfuA'AaPWv a.,.u50rrra xpi]p.aT' E~~Ae~.::, 'Ta T~Aev-rata eis Mapa8Wva &:rrifJ,.,, 
1eal T~V l•pCtV a?rO '1'~$ Xt/;pas <iSXET' fxwv Tp<flp'Y/, &c. 

We can hardly be certain that the Sacred Trireme thus taken was either 
the Para! us or the Salamini01.; there may have been other sacred triremes 
pesides these two, 
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though Athens had probably a considerable number of cruisers 
at sea, and certainly a far superior number of ships at home in 
Peirreus. Her commerce and even her coasts were disturbed 
and endangered; her insular allies suffered yet more. Eubc:ea 
especially, the nearest and most important of all her allies, 
separated only by a narrow strait from the Pagasrean Gulf and 
the southern coast of Phthiotis, was now within the immediate 
reach not only of Philip's marauding vessels, but also of his 
political intrigues. 

It was thus that the war against Philip turned more and more 
to the disgrace and disadvantage of the Athenians. Though 
they had begun it in the hope of punishing him for his duplicity 
in appropriating Amphipolis, they had been themselves the 
losers by the capture of Pydna, Potidrea, Methane, &c. ; and 
they were now thrown upon the defensive, without security 
for their maritime allies, their commerce, or their coasts. I The 
intelligence of these various losses and insults endured at sea, 
in spite of indisputable maritime preponderance, called forth at 
Athens acrimonious complaints against the generals of the state, 
and exaggerated outbursts of enmity against Philip. 2 That 
prince, having spent a few months, after his repulse from 
Thermopylre, in Thessaly, and having so far established his 
ascendency over that country that he could leave the comple
tion of the task to his officers, pushed with his characteristic 
activity into Thrace. He there took part in the disputes 
between various native princes, expelling some, confirming or 
installing others, and extending his own dominion at the cost 
of all.8 Among these princes were probably Kersobleptes and 
Amadokus ; for Philip carried his aggressions to the immediate 
neighbourhood of the Thracian Chersonese. 

In November 352 B.C., intelligence reached Athens, that he 
~was in Thrace besieging Herreon Teichos ; a place so near to 

the Chersonese,4 that the Athenian possessions and colonists in 
1 Demosthenes, Philippic i. p. 52, s. 49· opwv 'T~W p.ev ?t.pxhv TOU 

11:0/l.~p.ov i'E")!EV'I/p.~V'I)V t)7rEp 'TOU Tlp.wpfJlfalf0at <l>(/l.t7r7rOV, Tf/V ~E TE/I.EVTtJil 
OVlfav "13'11 01rep Toil p.tJ 1raOeZv ICaiCwS 011:0 <l>tll.l7r7rov. (Between Midsummer 
352 and Midsummer 351 B.c.) 

2 Demosthenes cont. Aristokrat. p. 66o, s. 144, p. 656, s. 130. 'Ail.ll.' o 
p.dll.tlfTa oot<wv vvv {Jp.<v ixepos e1vat <i>lll.t7r7ros oOToO'l, &c. (this harangue 
also"between Midsummer 352 and Midsummer 351 B.c.). 

8 Demosthenes, Olynth. i. p. 13, s. 13. 
4 Demosthenes, Olynth. iii. p. 29, s. 5 (delivered in the latter half of 350 

B.c.). 
• • • • • ?t.7r'lli'i'~ll.0'11 <Pill.m1ros op.<v lv E>p41C'!I. TpiTov 'I) T~TapTov tTos TovTi, 

'Hpa<ov Telxos 7roll.topt<wv, T6Te Tolvvv p.rw p.€v ;jv Matp.at<T'IIP":,v, &c. 
This Thracian expedition of Philip (alluded to also in Demosthenes, 
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that peninsula were threatened with considerable danger. So 
great was the alarm and excitement caused by this news, 
that a vote was immediately passed in the public assembly to 
equip a fleet of forty triremes-to man it with Athenian citizens, 
all persons up to the age of 4 5 being made liable to serve on 
the expedition~ and to raise 6o talents by a direct property-tax. 
At first active steps were taken to accelerate the armament. 
But before the difficulties of detail could be surmounted····
before it could be determined, amidst the general aversion to 
personal service, what citizens should go abroad, and how tht! 
burthen of trierarchy should be distributed- fresh messengers 
arrived from tht! Chersonese, reporting first that Philip had 
fallen sick, next that he was actually dead. 1 The last-men
tioned report proved false; but the sickness of Philip was an 
actual fact, and seems to have bet!n severe enough to cause a 
temporary suspension of his military operations. Though the 
opportunity became thus only the more favourable for attacking 
Philip, yet the Athenians, no longer spurred on by the fear of 
further immediate danger, relapsed into their former languor, 
and renounced or postponed their intended armament. After 
passing the whole ensuing summer in inaction, they could only 
be prevailed upon, in the month of September, 351, to despatch 
to Thrace a feeble force under the mercenary chief Charidernus ; 
ten triremes, without any soldiers aboard, and with no more 
than five talents in money.2 

At this time Charidemus was at the height of his popularity. 
It was supposed that he could raise and maintain a mercenary 

Olynth. i. p. 13, s. 13) stands fixed to the date of Noven>ber 352 B.C., on 
n:asonably good grounds. 

That the town or fortress called 'Hpai'ov T•<xos was near to the Cher
sonese, cannot be doubted. The commentators identify it with 'Hpai'ov, , 
mentioned by Herodotus (iv. 90) as being near Perin>hus. But this 
hypothesis is open to much doubt. 'Hpai'ov T•<xos is not quite the same as 
'Hpai'ov ; nor was the latter place very near to the Chersonese ; nor would 
Philip be yet in a condition to provoke or n>enace so powerful a city as 
l'erinthus·~-though he did so ten years afterwards (Diodor. xvi. 74). 

I cannot think that we know where 'Hpai'ov T•<xos was situated; except 
that it was in Thrace, and near the Chersonese. 

1 llemosthenes, Olynth. iii. pp. 29, 30. ws ")'ap o/J")'")'~M'T/ <1>il\m1ros lur8evwv 
·q "TE0V<WS (1j71.8• J'ap ap..p&npa.), &c. These reports of the &ickness and 
<kath uf Ph iip in Thrace are alluded to in the ti, st Philippic, p. 43, s. 14· 
The expt•dition of Philip th1eateniog the Ch~rsonese, and the vote passed 
by the Athellians when they first ht:ard of this ex~·edition, are also alluded 
to in the first Philippic, p. 44> s. 20, p. sr, s. 46. Kal V}LEtS, &.v 'v 
X•ppow/J<T'f' m)8'1/<T8€ <l>ill.nnrvv, 'KEt<T€ f3o718€tV if71!fi(•<T8e, &c. When Philip 
was l,e,ieging 'Hpaiov T•i'xos, he was said to be 'II X•p(wv~<T'f'. 

2 Demosthenes, Olynth. iii. p. 30, s. 6. 
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band by his own ingenuity and valour. His friends confidently 
averred before the Athenian assembly that he was the only man 
capable of putting down Philip and conquering Amphipolis.l 
One of these partisans, Aristokrates, even went so far as to pro
pose that a vote should be passed ensuring inviolability to his 
person, and enacting that any one who killed him should be 
seized wherever found in the territory of Athens or her allies. 
This proposition was attacked judicially by an accuser named 
Euthykles, who borrowed a memorable discourse from the pen 
of Demosthenes. 

It was thus that the real sickness, and reported death, of 
Philip, which ought to have operated as a stimulus to the 
Athenians by exposing to them their enemy during a moment 
of peculiar weakness, proved rather an opiate exaggerating their 
chronic lethargy, and cheating them into a belief that no 
further efforts were needed. That belief appears to have been 
proclaimed by the leading, best-known, and senior speakers, 
those who gave the tone to the public assembly, and who were 
principally relied upon . for advice. These men-probably 
Eubulus at their head, and Phokion, so constantly named as 
general, along with him-either did not feel, or could not 
bring themselves to proclaim, the painful necessity of personal 
military service and increased taxation. Though repeated 
debates took place on the insults offered to Athens in her 
maritime dignity, and on the sufferings of those allies to whom 
she owed protection-combined with accusations against the 
generals, and complaints of the inefficiency of such mercenary 
foreigners as Athens took into commission but never paid
still the recognised public advisers shrank from appeal to the 
dormant patriotism or personal endurance of the citizens. The 
serious, but indispensable, duty which they thus omitted, was 
performed for them by a younger competitor, far beneath them 
in established footing and influence-Demosthenes, now about 
thirty years old-in an harangue known as the first Philippic. 

We have already had before us this aspiring man, as a public 
adviser in the assembly. In his first parliamentary harangue 
two years before, 2 he had begun to inculcate on his countrymen 

1 Demosthen~s cont. Aristokrat. p. 625, s. 14, pp. 682, 683. This 
oration, delivered between Midsummer 352 and Midsummer 351 B.c., 
seems to have been prior to Novembet· 352 B.C., when the news reached 
Athens that Philip was besieging 'Hpa.'Lov T<<xos. 

2 I adopt the date accepted by most critics, on the authority of Dionysius 
of Halikarnassus, to the first Philippic; the archonship of Aristodemus 
352-351 B.c. It belongs, I think, to the latter half of that year. 

The statements of Dionysius bearing on this oration have been much 
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the general lesson of energy and self-reliance, and to n.:rn\nd 
them of that which the comfort, activity, and peaceful refine
ment of Athenian life, had a constant tendency to put out of 
sight: -That the City, as a whole, could not maintain her secu
rity and dignity against enemies, unless each citizen individually, 
besides his home-duties, were prepared to take his fair share, 
readily and without evasion, of the hardship and cost of per
sonal service abroad.1 But he had then been called upon to 
deal (in his discourse De Symmoriis) only with the contingency 
of Persian ho::.dlities--possible indeed, yet neither near nor 
declared ; he now renews the same exhortation under more 
pressing exigencies. He has to protect interests already suffer
ing, and to repel dishonourable insults, becoming from month 
to month more frequent, from an indefatigable enemy. Suc
cessive assemblies have been occupied with complaints from 
sufferers, amidst a sentiment of unwonted chagrin and helpless
ness among the public-yet with no material comfort from the 
leading and established speakers ; who content themselves with 
inveighing against the negligence of the mercenaries- taken 
called in question ; to a certain extent, with good reason, in what he state, 
about the sixth Philippic (ad Ammreum, p. 736). What he calls tl1e sLr:th, 
is in rt:ality the fifth in his own enumeration, coming ntxt after the first 
Philippic and the tilree Olynthiacs. To the Oralio de Pace, which is 
prop~dv the sixth in his enumeration, he assigns no ordinal number what
ever. What is still more perplexing-he gives as the initial wonls of what 
he calls the sixth Philippic, certain words which occur in the middle of the 
first Philippic, immediately after the financial scheme re:1d hy llemoothen~> 
to the pe<>plc, the words---• A J<~V 'h~<•<s, iJJ llP~pn 'A8rwa~m, ~.auv.f,J<<Oa 
•bp•lv, Tav'T' eu.-lv (Philipp. i. p. 48). If this wen: correct, we should 
have to divide the first Philippic into two part<;, and recognh.c the latter 
part (after the words &. p.€v fJJ<•'is) as a sep"rate and later oration. Somt: 
critic>, among th<:m Dr. Thirlwall, agree so far with Viony,ius a~ to separate 
the latter part from the former, and to view it as a portion of some later 
oration. I follow the more common opinion, accepting the oration as one. 
There is a confusion either in the text or the affirmations of Dionysius, 
which has never yet been, perhaps cannot be, satisfactorily cleared up. 

Biihnecke (in his .Forschungen auf dem Gebiete der Attischen Redner, p. 
222 seq.) has gone into a full and elaborate exami.nation of the first Philippic 
and all tl:e controversy respecting it. He reject; the statement of Dionysius 
altogether. He considers that the oration as it stands now is one whole, 
but delivered three years later than Dionysius a-st:rts; not in 351 B.C., hut 
in the Spring of 348 B.C., after the three Olynthiacs, and a little before the 
fall of Olynthus. He notices various chronological matters (in my judge· 
ment none of them proving his point) tending to show that the harangue 
cannot have been delivered so early as 351 B.c. But I think the difficulty 
of supposing that the oration was spoken at so late a period of the Olynthian 
war, and yet that nothing is said in it about that war, and next to nothing 
about Olynthus itsdf---is greater than any of those difficulties which 
Biihnecke tries to make good against the earlier date. 

' Dcmosthenes, De Symmor. p. 182, s. 18. 
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into service by Athens but never paid-and with threatening to 
impeach the generals. The assembly, wearied by repetition of 
topics promising no improvement for the future, is convoked, 
probably to hear some further instance of damage committed 
by the Macedonian cruisers, when Demosthenes, breaking 
through the common formalities of precedence, rises first to 
address them. 

It had once been the practice at Athens, that the herald 
formally proclaimed, when a public assembly was opened
" Who among the citizens above fifty years old wishes to 
speak ? and after them, which of the other citizens in his 
turn ? " 1 Though this old proclamation had fallen into disuse, 
the habit still remained, that speakers of advanced age and ex
perience rose first after the debate had been opened by the 
presiding magistrates. But the relations of Athens with Philip 
had been so often discussed, that all these men had already 
delivered their sentiments and exhausted their recommenda
tions. " Had their recommendations been good, you need not 
have been now debating the same topic over again " 2-says 
Demosthenes, as an apology for standing forward out of his 
turn to produce his own views. 

His views indeed were so new, so independent of party
sympathies or antipathies, and so plain-spoken in comments on 
the past as well as in demands for the future-that they would 
hardly have been proposed except by a speaker instinct with 
the ideal of the Periklean foretime, familiar to him from 
his study of Thucydides. In explicit language, Demosthenes 
throws the blame of the public misfortunes, not simply on the 
past advisers and generals of the people, but also on the people 
themselves.3 It is from this proclaimed fact that he starts, as 
his'main ground of hope for future improvement. Athens con-

•tended formerly with honour against the Laceda:monians ; and 
1 h:schin~s cont. Ktesiphont p. 366. 
2 Demosthenes, Philipp. i. init. . . . El ~"-~" 7TEpl !<a.<vov T<Vos 7rpdf'f"-11.Tos 

1rpoln·l8ero A.€-yrav, l1rtcrxdw ifv, f!Cf.•s ol 7r A e'i U'r o t T W v e l Cd 8 & 'T w v 'YVdJp.'Y]V 

it"'•<P'hvavTo , ••• ~"eto1} o~ 7repl &v 7ToA.A.dJ<ts elp-hKo.!ftV ohot 7Tp6orepov, 
ffUf"-/3a.[VEt 1<11.! vuvl ffl<07TELJI, 1) /' 0 V f"- 0. t I< a.! 7T p W 'T 0$ a V 11. (f 'T /t S elt<cf.rws av 
(fU/'f'VWf"-1/S TU/'xdvecv- el "/CtP ~" 'TOV 7Ta.p<A1/AU80TO$ xp&vov .. a UovTa ofiTot 
O'UVEf3oVA.euuav, oVa€v &.v Op.'its vVv roet {3ouJ\e6ecr8a.t. 

8 Demosthen~s, Philippic i. pp. 40, 41. "On oiloh Twv oe&vTwv 
1r0' o v vT., v vp,wv 1<a.t<ws .,.<~; 7rpdf'!la.Ta. lxec· brei To<, el 1rdv8' fl. .,.pofffi~<< 
7rp11.T'T0li'TWV O~'TWS elxev, oiJo' /iv ~A7rls i\v ClOT<\ /3<;\T{w f'EVE!f8o.t, &c. 
Again, p. 42, • Av Toivvv l<CJ.l vpe"is ~.,.l Tfjs T0ti1.V'T1/S ~e.A.1,!f1/Te "/<VIff8at 
f'VJ,f"-1/S vvv, ~7TEt01,7rEp oil 7rp0T<pov, ••.• t<o.l 7TCI.V<F1/!f8E a.uTos f"-~V 
oVO€v E~eaG'Tos '1f'Dt1}!1etV €A1rl(ecw, 'T~JV 0€ 7rl\7JcrloJ' 7rdv8, inrEp aVToV 7rpd.~Hv, &c. 

Compare the previous harangue, De Symmoriis, p. r82, s. rS. 
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now also, she will exchange disgrace for victory in her war 
against Philip, if her citizens individually will shake off their 
past inertness and negligence, tach of them henceforward be
coming ready to undertake his full share of personal duty in the 
common cause. Athens had undergone enough humiliation, 
and more than enough, to teach her this lesson. She might 
learn it further from her enemy Philip him:self, who had raised 
himself from small beginnings, and heaped los:,es as well as 
shame upon her, mainly by his own personal energy, perse
verance, and ability ; while the Athenian citizens had been 
hitherto so backward as individuals, and so unprepared as a 
public, that even if a lucky turn of fortune were to hand over 
to them Amphipolis, they would be in no condition to seize it.l 
Should the rumour prove true, that this Philip were dead, they 
would soon make for themselves another Philip equally 
trouLiesome. 

After thus severely commenting on the past apathy of the 
citizens, and insisting upon a change of disposition 'as indispens
able, Demosthenes proceeds to specify the particular acts 
whereby such change ought to be manifested. He entreats 
them not to be startled by the novelty of his plan, but to hear 
him patiently to the end. It is the result of his own medita
tions; other citizens may have better to propose; if they have, 
he shall not be found to stand in their way. What is past, can
<Ot be helped ; nor is extemporaneous ::.peech the best way of 
• ·>viding remedies for a difficult future. 2 

He advises first, that a fleet of fifty triremes shall be imme
diately put in readiness; that the citizens shall firmly resolve to 
serve in person on board, whenever the occasion may require, 
and that triremes and other vessels shall be specially fitted out 
for half of the horsemen of the city, who shall serve personally J 
also. This force is to be kept ready to sail at a moment's 
notice, and to meet Philip in any of his sudden out-marches--
to Chersom:sus, to Therrnopylre, to Olynthus, &c.3 

1 Demo,then@s, Philippic i. p. 43, s. I 5· &s o€ vvv lx<n, obo< o,o&v-rwv 
7WV ICO.<pwv. Ap.<f>l7roluv OE~o.O'OO.t 0UVO.t0'8' llv, a1f'f/Jfl'f/f<EVOt n:o.l 'TO.LS 7ro.pO.O'ICEVO.LS 
Kctl Tat's '}'VWp.ats. 

2 Dcmo,thene,, Philipp. i. p. 44· . . . . bretoav li'Tro.vTa an:oVO''f/T<, 
n:p[vo.n--p.~ 7rp6TEpOV 7rpo}\.a~-t/3&.vE'Tt" f<'f/0' &_p '~ apx~s 0 Ole W 'T tV l IC 0. tV~ V 
7r«paffJt~ufJv A€')'EW, ltva.Bd.A.AeJv !J-E TCi "P&f'p.a:ra 1ryelue(A)• oV 7U..p oi TaxV 
~eal Ti~J.u:pov el1r6vrES p.d.l\td'Ta Els ~Eov AE')'ouuw, &c . 

. • . • Oip.at Tolvvv '~'{., TavTa }\.E')'<tv (x«v, p.~ n:w}l.vwv <1 Tts /l}l.}l.os 
bra')'-yiA.Aeral Tt. 

Thi> deprecatory tone deserves notice, and the difficulty which the 
speaker anticipates in obtaining a hearing. 

a Demo•thcnes, Philipp. i. pp. 44, 45· 



The Sacred Vv ar 
Secondly, that a further permanent force shall be set on foot 

immediately, to take the aggressive, and carry on active con
tinuous warfare against Philip, by harassing him in various 
points of his own country. Two thousand infantry, and 200 

horse, will be sufficient; but it is essential that one-fourth part 
-:soo of the former and so of the latter-shall be citizens of 
Athens. The remainder are to be foreign mercenaries ; ten 
swift sailing war triremes are also to be provided to protect the 
transports against the naval force of Philip. The citizens are 
to serve by relays, relieving each other; every one for a time 
fixed beforehand, yet none for a very long time.1 The orator 
then proceeds to calculate the cost of such a standing force for 
one year. He assigns to each seaman, and to each foot soldier, 
ten drachmre per month, or two oboli per day; to each horse
man, thirty drachmre per ·month, or one drachma (six oboli) per 
day. No difference is made between the Athenian citizen and 
the foreigner. The sum here assigned is not full pay, but 
simply the cost of each man's maintenance. At the same time, 
Demosthenes pledges himself, that if thus much be furnished by 
the state, the remainder of a full pay (or as much again) will be 
made up by what the soldiers will themselves acquire in the 
war; and that too, without wrong done to allies or neutral 
Greeks. The total annual cost thus incurred will be 92 talents 
(=about £ 22,ooo ). He does not give any estimate of the 
probable cost of his other armament, of so triremes : which are 
to be equipped and ready at a moment's notice for emergencies, 
but not sent out on permanent service. 

His next task is, to provide ways and means for meeting such 
additional cost of 92 talents. Here he produces and reads to 
the assembly, a special financial scheme, drawn up in writing. 
Not being actually embodied in the speech, the scheme has 

been unfortunately lost; though its contents would help us 
materially to appreciate the views of Demosthenes.2 It must 
have been in ore or less complicated in its details; not a simple 
proposition for an eisphora or property-tax, which would have 
been announced in a sentence of the orator's speech. 

Assuming the money, the ships, and the armament for per
manent service, to be provided, Demosthenes proposes that a 
formal law be passed, making such permanent service peremp
tory ; the general in command being held responsible for the 
efficient employment of the force. 3 The islands, the maritime 

1 Demosthen@s, Philipp. i. pp. 45, 46. 
2 Demosthenes, Philipp. i. pp. 48, 49· .A o' {nrcfp~at ikt 'trap' Op.wv, TavT' 

~<TTlv a:yw -yt-yparpa. 3 Demosthen@s, Philipp. i. p. 49, s. 37· 
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allies, and the commerce of the JEgean would then become 
secure; while the profits of Pl1ilip from his captures at sea 
would be arrested. 1 The quarters of the armament might be 
established, during winter or bad weather, in Skiathos, Thasos, 
Lemnos, or other adjoinirg islands, from whence they could 
act at all times against Philip on his own coast; while from 
Athens it was difficult to arrive thither either during the pre
valence of the Etesian winds or during winter- --the seasons 
usually selected by Philip for his aggressions. 2 

The aggregate means of Athens ( Demosthenes affirmed) ;n 
men, money, ships, hoplites, horsemen, were greater than could 
be found anywhere else. But hitherto they had never been 
properly employed. The Athenians, like awkward pugilists, 
waited for Philip to strike, and then put up their hands to 
follow his blow. They never sought to look him in the face -
1 ·or to be ready with a good defensive system beforehand- -nor 
tv anticipate him in :)[{ensive operations. 3 While their religious 
fee tivals, the Panathenaic, Dionysiac, and others, were not only 
celebrated with costly splendour, but pre-arranged with the most 
careful pains, so that nothing was ever wanting in detail at the 
moment of execution-their military force was left without 
organisation or predetermined system. Wher.ever any new 
encroachment of Philip was made known, nothing was found 
ready to meet it ; fresh decrees were to be voted, modified, and 
put in execution, for each special occasion ; the time for action 
was wasted in preparation, and before a force could be placed 
on shipboard, the moment for execution had passed} This 
practice of waiting for Philip to act offensively, and then send
ing aid to the point attacked, was ruinous; the war must be 
carried on by a standing force put in motion beforehand. 5 

1 Demosthen@s, Philipp. i. p. 49, s. 38, 39· 
2 Demosthen~s, Philipp. i. pp. 48, 49· "The obstinacy and violence of 

the Etesian winds, in July and August, are well known to those who have 
had to struggle with them in the A!:gean during that season'' (Colonel 
Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, vol. iv. ch. 42, p. 426). 

The Etesian winds, blowing from the north, made it difficult to reach 
Macedonia from Athens. 

Compare Demosthenes, De Rebus Chersonesi, p. 93, s. 14. 
3 Demosthenes, Philipp. i. P· 51, s. 46. . ... ap.eis aJ, 1rA.el11nw 

o6vap.tv a'lrci.V'TWV txovns, 'Tpt{jpeu, b7rA.l·ras, l7r7rEU.S, XP11P.ci.'TwV 7rp&cro8ov, 
roVrwv pJv p..EXP' Ti]s T.f]p.Epov ~p.fpas oU0Ev1 1rtfnrore fb 1iEov T' IC'XP"f!U8f:. 

4 Demosthenes, Philipp. i. p. 50. lv IJ~ 'TOts 1r<pl 'Toll 1roA.lp.ou I£Ta~<Ta, 
&.8u5p6w'Ta, U.&pt11'Ta, li.'lraV'Ta. Twyapouv ll.,ua &."11"6ap.lv 'TI Kal 'TP•1lpcl.pxous 
""elcr-rap.ev, Kat -ro6Tots &.v'T186u>~s 'lrO!OVp.<Oa ~eat 7rEpl XP11P.ci.Twv 1r0pou 
UI!07roVp.fv, &c. 

0 Demosthenes, Philipp. i. pp. 48, 49· o•l:--p.h .Bo116.Ca.u 1roA.<p.iiv 
(O<T'TEptovp.EV 'Yap &1rci.V'Twv) aA.A.a 7rU.pU.O'KEufi cruv•xii' leal 8uvcl.p.E<. 
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To provide and pay such a standing force, is one of the main 

)oints in the project of Demosthenes ; the absolute necessity 
:hat it shall consist, in large proportion at least, of citizens, is 
mother. To this latter point he reverts again and again, insist
ing that the foreign mercenaries-sent out to make their pay 
where or how they could, and unaccompanied by Athenian 
:itizens-were at best useless and untrustworthy. They did 
more mischief to friends and allies, who were terrified at the 
very tidings of their approach-than to the enemy.! The 
5eneral, unprovided with funds to pay them, was compelled to 
follow them wheresoever they chose to go, disregarding his 
orders received from the city. To try him afterwards for that 
which he could not help, was unprofitable disgrace. But if the 
troops were regularly paid; if, besides, a considerable propor
tion of them were Athenian citizens, themselves interested in 
fUCcess, and inspectors of all that was done; then the general 
would be found willing and able to attack the enemy with 
vigour-and might be held to a rigorous accountability, if he 
did not. Such was the only way in which the formidable and 
ever-growing force of their enemy Philip could be successfully 
~ombated. As matters now stood, the inefficiency of Athenian 
pperations was so ridiculous, that men might be tempted to 
t:loubt whether Athens was really in earnest. Her chief military 
officers-her ten generals, ten taxiarchs, ten phylarchs, and two 
hipparchs, annually chosen-were busied only in the affairs of 
the city and in the showy religious processions. They left the 
real business of war to a foreign general named Menelaus.2 

Such a system was disgraceful. The honour of Athens ought 
to be maintained by her own citizens, both as generals and as 
soldiers. 

Such are the principal features in the discourse called the 
First Philippic ; the earliest public harangue delivered by 
Demosthenes to the Athenian assembly, in reference to the 

Compare his Oration De Rebus Chersonesi, p. 92, s. I I. 
1 Demosthenes, Philipp. i. p. 46, s. 28. ~~ oli ll' a:v-rC!. ~<«9' a:~-ra ,.q_ 

~evtK?. ~p.'tv G'Tpa-reveTa:<, -rol.>s cpl/l.ous v<Kij Kctl To!Js G"up.p.J.xovs, ol 8' ~xOpol 
p.ei(ous 'TOV lieovTos ')IE')IOVaO't• 1<al 1rapa1<Vl/I«V'Tt< ~1rl Tlw T~S 1r0/l.ews 11"0/l.ep.ov, 
1rpbs 'ApTt#Ja:(ov 1<ctl 'lravTa:xo£ p.a/1./l.ov otx•'~""' 1r/l.eovTa:, o oe crTp«T1/')Ibs 
luw/l.ou9e£· elKOTws· ov ')l?.p lO'Ttv ll.pxe•v p.~ otli6vTct p.tcr96v. Tl oliv 1<e/l.evw ; 
T?.s 1rpocpJ.O'EtS acpe/l.e£v l<ctl TOV crTpa'T1)')10V 1<t<l TWV crTpctTIW'TWV, p.tti9bv 
noplcrawras ~ea.l UTpaTtWTa.s ol~eelovs tfJlJ'-rrep €1r&1rTU.S rrWv (f'Tpa:r'YJ1'0VP,EV(J)JI 
7ra.pa.ICO..TU.UT.f,fJ'a.PTa.S, &c . 

. . . . . . p. 53, s. 51. Kal ol p.ev ~xOpol ~<a'Ta')le/l.wti<v, ol a€ O'Vp.p.a:xo• 
Te6v«.o-t T,P 8let ToVs 'TOWVTous cbrouT6i\~us, &c. 

2 Demosthenes, Philipp. i. p. 47. ~1rel viiv -ye 7€/l.ws lti9' .:,s xptfJp.e9a: 
-ro'is 'lTprl')IJ<<tO't. 
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war with Philip. It is not merely a splendid piece of oratory, 
emphatic and forcible in its appeal to the emotions; bringing 
the audience by many different roads, to the main conviction 1 
which the orator seeks to impress; profoundly animated with, 
genuine Pan-Hellenic patriotism, and with the dignity of that 1 

free Grecian world now threatened by a monarch from without.' 
It has other merits besides, not less important in themselves, 
and lying more immediately within the scope of the historian. 
We find Demosthenes, yet only thirty years old-young in 
political life-and thirteen years before the battle of Chreroncia 
--taking accurate measure of the political relations between 
Athens and Philip; examining those relations during the past, 
pointing out how they had become every year more unfavour
able, and foretelling the dangerous contingencies of the future, 
unless better precautions were taken ; exposing with courageous 
frankness not only the past mismanagement of public men 
but also those defective dispositions of the people themselvt~ 
wherein such management had its root ; lastly, after fault 
found, adventuring on his own responsibility to propose specific 
measures of correction, and urging upon reluctant citizens a 
painful imposition of personal hardship as well as of taxation. 
We shall find him insisting on the same obligation, irksom 
alike to the leading politicians and to the people, 1 throughou 
all the Olynthiacs and Philippics. We note his warnings, given 
at this early day, when timely prevention would have beed 
easily practicable ; and his superiority to elder politicians like 
Eubulus and Phokion, in prudent appreciation, in foresight, 
and in the courage of speaking out unpalatable truths. More 
than twenty years after this period, when Athens had lost the 
game and was in her phase of humiliation, Demosthenes (in 
repelling the charges of those who imputed her misfortunes to 
his bad advice) measures the real extent to which a political 
statesman is properly responsible. The first of all things is,
" To see events in their beginnings-to discern tendencies 
beforehand, and proclaim them beforehand to others-to 
abridge as much as possible the rubs, impediments, jealousies, 
and tardy movements, inseparable from the march of a free 
city--and to infuse among the citizens harmony, friendly· 

1 Dernosthenes, Philipp. i. p. 54, s. 58. 'E7w p.€v oov oliT' t!AA·>Tf 
1rJnroTE 1rph xcf.ptV Ell\6f.'.1JV l\~')'ELV, 8, TL tiv f.'.h Kal <TUVo{u•w up.'iv 'lr•'lr«<TfJ.EVOS 
&, vVv -re &. 'YL'}'VcfJufCw 1r&.vO' lurl\.W~·, oUO~v lnrouTELA&.,.uvos, 7rETra.pp1}ulaufJ.a.L. 
)E{:3ovA&tt1JII a} ltv, &u?rep 8·n Up.'iv t1vp.<f>EpEL TO. I'EATL0'70. lucoVELV olOa, ofJ-rws 
•llleva< uuvo'iuov Kal Trj) .,.a, {J~l\TL<TTa •hr6vTt' 1rol\l\rj) ')'ttp tlv ~IJwv e1?rov. 
Nvv IJ' ~?I'' a~~l\Ots o3<Tt TOlS Ct11'0 To6TwV ~f.'.«UTrjJ ')'EP1J<TOfJ.EVOLS, 8f.'.WS ~?I'~ .-rjJ 
crvvoluetv U}J.Lv, &v 1rpd.,T]'TE, TaiiTa 1t'E?Tft'u8at At'}'fU' a.ipoiip.at. 
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feelings, and zeal for the performance of their duties." 1 The first 
Philippic is alone sufficient to prove, how justly Demosthenes 
lays claim to the merit of having " seen events in their begin
nings " and given timely warning to his countrymen. It will 
also go to show, along with other proofs hereafter to be seen, 
that he was not less honest and judicious in hi~ attempts to 
fulfil the remaining portion of the statesman's duty-that of 
working up his countrymen to unanimous and resolute 
enterprise; to the pitch requisite not merely for speaking 
and voting, but for acting and suffering, against the public 
enemy. 

We know neither the actual course, nor the concluding vote, 
of this debate, wherein Demosthenes took a part so unexpectedly 
prominent. But we know that neither of the two positive 
measures which he recommends was carried into effect. The 
-vorking armament was not sent out, nor was the home-force, 
destined to be held in reserve for instant movement in case of 
emergency, ever got ready. It was not until the following 
month of September (the oration being delivered some time in 
the first half of 35r B.c.), that any actual force was sent against 
Philip ; and even then nothing more .was done than to send 
•:he mercenary chief Charidemus to the Chersonese, with ten 
iriremes, and five talents in money, but no soldiers.2 Nor is 
there any probability that Demosthenes even obtained a favour
able vote of the assembly; though strong votes against Philip 
were often passed without being ever put in execution after
wards.8 

Demosthenes was doubtless opposed by those senior states
men whose duty it would have been to come forward themselves 
with the same propositions, assuming the necessity to be 
undeniable. But what ground was taken in opposing him, we 
do not know. There existed at that time in Athens a certain 
party or section who undervalued Philip as an enemy not really 

1 Demosthenes, De Corona, p. 308, s. 306. 'All.ll.a p.1}v ;;,, -y' &.v o 
/>~Twp {nreVOuvos et71, nit<Tcw E~ETaUtv A.&.p./3avE· ob 1rapat-roVJ.Lat. T[va oOv 
~<T'Tl 'Tav'Ta; 'loiiv 'Ttt 1rpcf-yp.a'Ta &px&p.eva, ~eal 1rpoa11ref1T8a< ~eal 7rpoEL7riiv 
'Tois ltll.ll.o<s. Tav'Ta 7re7rpaK'Tal p.o<. Kal r"' 'Td.s ~/Ca<T'Taxov /3pal'iv'T'ii'To.s, 
IS~<vovs, Cl:yvola.s, lf>ti\ovet~elas, & 'TI"OAtTtiCO. Ta.Ls 1r&i\eO"t 1rp6creO'TtV &7t&.<Tats 1eal 
&.va/"Jea.La. &p..apT-I,para, TaVO' &s els ~A&xur-ra qvrrreLA.at, leal ToVvawrlov els 
Op.6vo<av 1eal </><ll.[av 1eal 'TOV 'Til. oeo,'Ta 11"0LELV Opp.'IJv 7rpO'TpE.jtc<L. 

2 Demosthenes, Olynth. iii. p. 29, s. 5· 
8 Demosthenes, Philipp. i. p. 48, s. 34; Olynth. ii. p. 21, s. 12; Olynth. 

iii. p. 29, s. 5, p. 32, s. 16; De Rhodiorum Libertate, p. 190, s. I. And 
not merely votes against Philip, but against others also, remained either 
unexecuted or inadequately executed (Demosthen@s, De Republica 
Ordinanda, pp. r 7 s, 1 76). , 
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formidable---far less formidable than the Persian king. 1 The 
reports of Persian force and preparation, prevalent two year 
before when Demosthenes delivered his harangue on th, 
Symmories, seem still to have continued, and may part!;, 
explain the inaction against Philip. Such reports would b\! 
magnified, or fabricated, by another Athenian party much more 
dangerous; in communic:ation with, and probably paid by, 
Philip himself. To this party Demosthenes makes his earliest 
allusion in the first Philippic,2 and reverts to them on many 
occasions afterwards. \Ve may he very certain that there were 
Athenian citizens serving as Philip's secret agents, though we 
cannot assign their names. It would be not less his interest to 
purchase such auxiliaries, than to employ paid spies in his 
operations of war; 3 while the prevalent political antipathies at 
Athens, coupled with the laxity of public morality in indi 
victuals, would render it perfectly practicable to obtain suitable 
instruments. That not only at Athens, but also at Am phi polis, 
Potidrea, Olynthus and elsewhere, Philip achieved his successes, 
partly by purchasing corrupt partisans among the leaders of his 
enemies-is an assertion so intrinsically probable, that we may 
readily believe it, though advanced chiefly by unfrientily .wit 
nesses. Such corruption alone, indeed, would not have availed 
him, but it was eminently useful when combined with well· 
employed force and military genius. 

CHAPTER LXXXVHI 

EUBOIC AND OLYNTHIAN WARS 

IF even in Athens, at the date of the first Philippic of Demo 
sthenes, the uneasiness about Philip was considerable, much 
more serious had it become among his neighbours the 

l Demosthen/)s, De Rhodior. Libcrtat. p. 197, s. 3r. &pw 6' 6 p. W.v 
~ vl o us <f>tll.l1r1rou p.tv ells li.p' o~6evos &.~lou 1roll.ll.&1<ts oll.t-ywpovwra.•, {3a.rnli.Eet 6' 
ws luxupov lxBpov oTs &v 7rpo<Mrra.c <Paf3ovp.<vovr. Ei ~~ .,. o v p. ~ v w s 
cpaull.o v ob1< lz.p.uvo6p.e8a, Tcf 6~ C:.s <Pof3eprji 1r&v8' i11rel{op.ev, 1rpos Tlvas 
1ra.pa-r&~op.e8a; 

This oration was delivered in 35 r -350 B.c.; a few months after the fitst 
Philippic. 

2 Demosthen~s, P~ilipp. i. p. 45, s. 21 ; Olynthiac ii. p. 19, s. 4· 
3 Compare the adv1ce of the Thebans to Mardonius in 479 B.c.--Lturing 

the Persian invasion of Greece (Herodot. ix. 2). 
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:')lynthians. He had gained them over, four years before, by 

iransferring to them the territory of Anthemus-and the still 
oore important town of Potid~a, captured by his own arms 
rom Athens. Grateful for these cessions, they had become his 

allies in his war with Athens, whom they hated on every ground. 
But a material change had since taken place. Since the loss 
of Methane, Athens, expelled from the coast of Thrace and 
Macedonia, had ceased to be a hostile neighbour, or to inspire 
alarm to the Olynthians ; while the immense increase in the 
power of Philip, combined with his ability and ambition alike 
manifest, had overlaid their gratitude for the past by a senti
ment of fear for the future. It was but too clear that a prince 
who stretched his encroaching arms in all directions-to 
Thermopyl~, to Illyria, and to Thrace-would not long suffer 
the fertile peninsula between the Thermaic and Strymonic gulfs 

1 to remain occupied by free Grecian communities. Accordingly, 
it seems that after the great victory of Philip in Thessaly over 
the Phokians (in the first half of 352 B.c.), the Olynthians 

' manifested their uneasiness by seceding from alliance with him 
against Athens.· They concluded peace with that city, and 
manifested such friendly sentiments that an alliance began to 
be thought possible. This peace seems to have been concluded 
before November 352 B.c.l 

1 Here was an important change of policy on the part of the 
Olynthians. Though they probably intended it, not as a 
measure of hostility against Philip, but simply as a precaution 
to ensure to themselves recourse elsewhere in case of becoming 
exposed to .his attack, it was not likely that he would either 
draw or recognise any such distinction. He would probably 
:::onsider that by the cession of Potid~a, he had purchased their 
::a-operation against Athens, and would treat their secession as 
at least making an end to all amicable relations. 

A fe~ months afterwards (at the date of the first Philippic 2) 
1 Demosthen. cont. Aristokrat. s. 656, p. 129. ~ICe'ivot (Olynthians) l!ws 

p.'ev ~chpwv avTl>V (Philip) 'T1]Ati<OUTOV {)ii.IICOS &v 7rtCT'TOS V7r'i]px.•. crvp.p.ax.ol TE 

?\crav, /Cal ot' ~ICE'ivov TJp.'iv ~7roil.~p.ovV' l'lrEt/51} IJ~ eloov p.el(w Tijs 1rp0s avToVS 
1rlO''t,.ECIJS ryt'Yv&p.evov . . . . . . Op.'a.s, otJs 1uaO"W &1rdvrwv &.v8pc/J7rwv .q~tO"T, 
IX.v /Cal TOV5 ~K<lvov cplil.ovs /Cal abTbv TOV <l>lil.m1rov &7roi<TElvavTas, cplil.ovs 
'lfE'Irol?JvTat, cpacrl 15< Kal crvp.p.d.x.ovs 'lfotf}crecrOat. 

We know from Dionysius that this oration was delivered between Mid
summer 352 B.C. and Midsummer 351 B.C. I have already remarked 

1 that it must have been delivered, in my judgement, before the month 
.Mremakterion (November) 352 B.C. 
; 2 Demosthen@s, Philippic i. p. 44, s. 20. • .•. brl Tits l~alcpv?]s TO.OTas 
a'lfO T·ljs olKelas )(Wpas o.Vo-ov uTpo.nlas, els llvil.as Kal XeppOV?JUOV 1<al 
'Oil.vv8ov Kal 87rot {3o6il.eTat. 
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we find that he, or his soldiers, had attacked, and made sudde 
excursions into their territory, close adjoining to his own. 

In this state of partial hostility, yet without proclaimed c 
vigorous war, matters seem to have remained throughout th 
year 351 B.c. Philip was engaged during that year in h. 
Tluacian expedition, where he fell sick, so that aggressiv 
enterprise was for the time suspended. Meanwhile th 
Athenians seem to have proJJOSed to Olynthus a scheme < 
decided alliance against Philip.1 But the Olynthians had to 
much to fear from him, to become themselves the aggressor: 
They still probably hoped that he might find sufficient enemit 
and occupation elsewhere, among Thracians, Illyrians, Preonian: 
Arymbas and the Epirots, and Athenians; 2 at any rate, the 
would not be the first to provoke a contest. This state c 
reciprocal mistrust s continued for several months, until ~ 
length Philip began serious operations against them ; not ver 
long after his recovery from the sickness in Thrace, and seen 
ingly towards the middle of 350 B.C. ; 4 a little before th 
beginning of Olympiad 107, 3· 

It was probably during the continuance of such semihostil 
relations that two half-brothers of Philip, sons of his fathf 
Amyntas by another mother, sought and obtained shelter 2 

Olynthus. They came as his enemies; for he had put t• 
death already one of their brothers, and they themselves onl 
escaped the same fate by flight. Whether they had committe; 

1 Demosthenes, Olynthiac i. p. II, s. 7· ...... vvvl-ycl.p, & ... &.vr• 
~8pVA.Aovv TECI)s, 'Oi\vv8lovs ~K7roA.€p.fjuaL Bt:'iv tf.ltAlrr7rcp, -yE/'o'VE 
alJT&p.aTov, ~eal TaV8' &s &.v Vp.Lv p.d.J\.tuTu. U'vp.cp,pot. El p.Ev "Yap {JCp' ilp.W 
>r<tcrO.!vr•s &vdll.ovro rov 1r0ll.ep.ov, crcpall.•pol crvp.p.axo• Kal p..!xp• rov ravr' &. 
i-yvw!<&ns ;jcr"v tcrws, &c. 

Compare Olynth. iii. p. 30, s. 9, and p. 32, s. r8. ovx ofJs, •i 7roll.<p.~cra••v 
lTolp.ws udJcrErv V1rurxvoVp.eOa, oliToL vVv 1foi\fp.oUwrac ; 

2 Demoothen@s, Olynth. i. p. 13, s. 13. 
s Demosthen@s, Olynth. iii. p. 30, s. 8. olin if>(ll.m>ros ~O&.pp•• rovrovs 

oliO' ovro• 4>(il.t7r7rOV, &c. 
4 Demosthenes, Olynth. i. p. 13, s. 13. . ... itcrO.!wqcre 7r&.ll.•v patcra 

obK €1rl rb pq.8vp.eiv &7rEKll.•v•v, &11.11.' eb8us 'Oll.vv6lots '"'"X•lp'f/crov. 
What length of time is denoted by the adverb •bOvs, must, of course, b1 

matter of conjecture. If the expression had been found in the Oratim 
De Corona, delivered twenty years afterwards, we might have construec 
eu6/Js very loosely. But it occurs here in an oration delivered probably ir 
the latter half of 350 B. c. ,-certainly nut later than the first half of 348 B. c 
Accordingly, it is hardly reasonable to assign to the interval here designatec 
by •OOvs (that between Philip's recovery and his serious attack upon th« 
Olynthians) a longer time than six months. We should then suppose thi: 
attack to have been commenced about the last quarter of Olymp. 107, 2 

or in the first half of 350 B. c. This is the view of B1ihnecke, and I thin1 
very probable (Forschungcn, p. 2II). 
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nine months of Olympiad ro8), were productive of phrenomena 
more terror-striking than anything in the recent annals of 
Greece. No less than thirty-two free Grecian cities in Chalki
dike were taken and destroyed, the inhabitants being reduced 
to slavery, by Philip. Among them was Olynthus, one of the 
most powerful, flourishing, and energetic members of the 
Hellenic brotherhood; Apollonia, whose inhabitants would 
now repent the untoward obstinacy of their fathers (thirty-two 
years before) in repudiating a generous and equal confederacy 
with Olynthus, and invoking Spartan aid to revive the falling 
power of Philip's father, Amyntas ; and Stageira, the birth-place 
of Aristotle. The destruction of thirty-two free Hellenic com
munities in two years by a foreign prince, was a calamity the 
like of which had never occurred since the suppression of the 
Ionic revolt and the invasion of Xerxes. I have already re
counted in a previous chapter 1 the manifestation of wrath at 
the festival of the 99th Olympiad (384 B.c.) against the envoys 
of the elder Dionysius of Syracuse, who had captured and sub
verted five or six free Hellenic communities in ItalY, and Sis;;.i10-......, 
Far g1ore vehement would be the sentiment of awe and~"'-~~-.,.;. ~ 
after the Olynthian war, against the Macedonian dec..- \::'J·/<-;: 
thirty-two Chalkidic cities. We shall find this plairi;l " ....... "<t ~ 
in the phrenomena immediate] y succeeding. Wt. ... ~..,. ~ : 
Athens terrified into a peace alike dishonourable an'c. "'<?'~ 
dent, which even Demosthenes does not venture to\ ..2...,_ 

we shall see JEschines passing out of a free-spoken, At, j 
citizen into a servile worshipper, if not a paid agent, 0f P'h . 
we shall observe Isokrates, once the champion of Pa~-Helle 1c 
freedom and integrity, ostentatiously proclaiming Philip as the 
master and arbiter of Greece, while persuading him at the same 
time to use his power well for the purpose of conquering Persia. 
These were terrible times; suitably illustrated in their cruel 
details by the gangs of enslaved Chalkidic Greeks of both 
sexes, seen passing even into Peloponnesus 2 as the property 
of new grantees who extolled the munificence of the donor 
Philip; and suitably ushered in by awful celestial signs, showers 
pf fire and blood falling from the heavens to the earth, in 
testimony of the wrath of the gods. 8 

1 See ch. lxxxiii. 
2 Demosthenes, Fals. Leg. p. 439· JEschin@s himself met " person 

named Atrestidas followed by one of these sorrowful troops. We may 
be sure that this case was only one among many. 

3 Pliny, H. N. ii. 27. "Fit et cceli ipsius hiatus, quod vocaut chasma. 
Fit et sanguineft specie (quo nihil terribilius mortalium timori est) incendium 
ad terras cadens inde ; sicut O!ympiadis centesima: septima: anno tertio, cum 
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While, however, we make out with tolerable clearness the 

general result of Philip's Olynthian war, and the terror which 
it struck into the Grecian mind-- we are not only left without 
information as to its details, but are even perplexed by its 
chronology. I have already remarked, that though the Olyn
thians had contracted such suspicions of Philip, even before the 
beginning of 351 B.c., as to induce them to make peace with 
his enemy Athens~-they had, nevertheless, declined the over
tures of Athens for a closer alliance, not wishing to bring upon 
themselves decided hostility from so powerful a nei~hbour, 
until his aggressions should become such as to leave them no 
choice. We have no precise information as to Philip's movP· 
ments after his operations in Thrace and his sickness in 35.e 
B.C. But we know that it was not in his nature to remai 5 

inactive; that he was incessantly pushing his conquests ; an<.. 
that no conquest could be so important to him as that of 
Olynthus and the Chalkidic peninsula. Accordingly, we are 
not surprised to find, that the Olynthian and Chalkidian con
federates became the object of his direct hostility in 350 B.C. 

He raised pretences for attack against one or other of these 
cities separately; avoiding to deal with the confederacy as a 
whole, and disclaiming, by special envoys,1 all purposes injurious 
to Olynthus. 

rex Philippus Gra:ciam quateret. Atque ego hrec statis temporibus natura-, 
ut cetera, arbitror existere ; non (ut plerique) variis de causis, quas ingeni
orum acumen excogitat. Quippe ingaztium malorum fuere pramuntia; 
sed ea accidisse non quia hrec facta sunt arbitror, verum ha'c ideo facta, 
quia incasura erant ilia : raritate autem occultam eorum esse rationem, 
ideoque non sicut exortus supra dictos defectusque et multa alia nosci." 

The precision of this chronological note makes it valuable. Oiymp. 
107, 3-·Corresponds to the year between Midsummer 350 and Mid,nmmer 
349 B.C. 

Taylor, who cites this passage in his Prolegomena ad Demostbenem 
(ap. Reiske Oratt. Gr. vol. viii. p. 756), takes the liberty, without any 
manuscript authority, of altering te1·tio into quarto; which Bohnecke 
justly pronounces to be unreasonable (Forschungen, p. 21 2). The paS>age 
as it stands is an evidence, not merely to authenticate the terrific character 
of the time, but also to prove, among other evidences, that the attack of 
Philip on the Olynthians and Chalkidians began in 35o-349 s.c.-not in 
the following Olympic year, or in the time after Midsummer 349 B.C. 

Bohnecke (Forschungen, p. zor-·22!) has gone into an examination of 
the dates and events of this Olynthian war, and has arranged them in a 
manner different from any preceding critic. His examination is acute and 
instructive, including however some reasonings of little force or pertinence. 
I follow him generally in placing the beginning of the Olynthian war, and 
the Olynthiacs of Demosthenes, before Olymp. 107, 4· This is the best 
opinion which I can form, on matters lamentably unattested and uncertain. 

1 Demosth. Philipp. iii. p. II3. That Philip not only attacked, but even 
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Probably the philippising party in that city may have dwelt 

upon this disclaimer as satisfactory, and given as many false 
assurances about the purposes of Philip, as we shall find LEs
chines hereafter uttering at Athens. But the general body of 
citizens were not so deceived. Feeling that the time had come 

' when it was prudent to close with the previous Athenian over
res, they sent envoys to Athens to propose alliance and invite 
-operation against Philip. Their first propositions were doubt

:ss not couched in the language of urgency and distress. They 
ere not as yet in any actual danger; their power was great in 
.ality, and estimated at its full value abroad; moreover, as 
udent diplomatists, they would naturally overstate their own 

·gnity and the magnitude of what they were offering. Of 
.mrse they would ask for Athenian aid to be sent to Chalkidike 
-since it was there that the war was being carried on; but 

they would ask for aid in order to act energetically against the 
common enemy, and repress the growth of his power-not to 

iavert immediate danger menacing Olynthus. 
There needed no discussion to induce the Athenians to accept 

this alliance. It was what they had long been seeking, and 
they willingly closed with the proposition. Of course they also 
promised-what indeed was almost involved in the acceptance 
1-to send a force to co-operate against Philip in Chalkidike. 
On this first recognition of Olynthus as an ally-or perhaps 
shortly afterwards, but before circumstances had at all changed 
-Demosthenes delivered his earliest Olynthiac harangue. Of 
the three memorable compositions so denominated, the earliest 
is, in my judgement, that which stands second in the edited 
order. Their true chronological order has long been, and still 
is, matter of controversy ; the best conclusion which I can form, 
is that the first and the second are erroneously placed, but that 
the third is really the latest; 1 all of them being delivered during 
the last six or seven months of 350 B.c. 

In this his earliest advocacy (the speech which stands printed 
as the second Olynthiac), Demosthenes insists upon the advan-

subdued, the thirty-two Chalkidic cities, before he marched directly and 
finally to assail O~y.uth':~-is stated in the Fragment of Kallistheni'!s ap. 
Stobreum, Eclog. lit. vu. p. 92. 

Kallistheni'!s, whose history is lost, was a native of Olynthus, born a few 
·years before the capture of the city. 

1 Some remarks will be found on the order of the Olynthiacs in an 
Appendix to the present chapter. 

It must be _understoo~ that I always speak of the Olynthiacs as first, 
second, and thzrd, accordrng to the common and edited order; thouah I 
cannot adopt that order as correct. " 
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tageous contingency which has just turned up for Athens, 
through the blessing of ti1e gods, in the spontaneous tender ol 
so valuable an ally. He recommends that aid be de~patchnJ 
to the new ally ; the most prompt and effective aid will plea't 
him the best. But this recommendation is contained in a 
single sentence, in the middle of the speech ; it is nei.the1 
repeated a second t!me, nor emphatically insisted upon, n 
enlarged by specification of quantity or quality of aid to 
sent. No allusion is made to necessities or danger of Olynthu 
nor to the chance that Philip might conquer the town; stillle 
to ulterior contingencies, that .Philip, if he did conquer it, m;gl 
carry the seat of war from his own coasts to those of Attic 
On the contrary, Demosthen.:':s adverts to the power of t 
Olynthians-to the situation of their territory, close on Philip 
flanks --to their fixed resolution that they will never again entt: 
into amity or compromise with him- --as evidences how valuable 
their alliance will prove to Athens ; enabling her to prosecute 
with improved success the war against Philip, and to retrieve: 
the disgraceful losses brought upon her by previous remissness. 
The main purpose of the orator is to inflame his countrymen 
into more hearty and vigorous efforts for the prosecution of this 
general war; while to furnish aid to the Olyntbians, is only a 
secondary purpose, and a part of the larger scheme. "I shall 
not (says the orator) expatiate on the formidable power of Philip 
as an argument to urge you to the performance of your public 
duty. That would be too much both of compliment to him 
and of disparagement to you. I should, indeed, myself have 
thought him truly formidable, if he had achieved his present 
eminence by means consistent with justice. But he has 
aggrandised himself, partly through your negb;-;ence and im
providence, partly by treacherous means-by taking into pay 
corrupt partisans at AthLns, and by cheating successively Olyn
thians, Thessalians, and all his other allies. These allies, having 
now detected his treachery, are deserting him ; without them, 
his power will crumble away. Moreover, the Macedonians 
themselves have no sympathy with his personal ambition ; they 
are fatigued with the labour imposed upon them by his endless 
military movements and impoverished by the closing of their 
ports through the war. His vaunted officers are men of worth
less and dissolute habits; his personal companions are thieves, 
vile ministers of amusement, outcasts from our cities. His past 
good fortune imparts to all this real weakness a fallacious air of 
strength ; and doubtless his good fortune has been very great. 
But the fortune of Athens, and her title to the benevolent aid 
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of the gods is still greater-if only you, Athenians, will do your 
duty. Yet here you are, sitting still, doing nothing. The 
sluggard cannot even command his friends to work for him
much less the gods. I do not wonder, that Philip, always in 
the field, always in movement, doing everything for himself, 
never letting slip an opportunity-prevails over you who merely 
talk, inquire, and vote, without action. Nay-the contrary 
would be wonderful, if under such circumstances he had not 
been the conqueror. But what I do wonder at is, that you 
Athenians-who in former days contended for Pan-Hellenic 
freedom against the Laced<emonians-who, scorning unjust 
aggrandisement for yourselves, -fought in person_ and lavished 
your substance to protect the rights of other G~ ~-<:5-..!!=:: , - g 
now shrink from personal service and payment of money tor the

defence of your own possessions. You, who have so often res
cued others, can now sit still after having lost so much of your 
own ! I wonder you do not look back to that conduct of yours 
which has brought your affairs into this state of ruin, and ask 
yourselves how they can ever mend, while such conduct remains 
unchanged. It was much easier at first to preserve what we 
once had, than to recover it now that it is lost ; we have nothing 
left now to lose-we have everything to recover. This must 
be done by ourselves, and at once; we must furnish money, 
we must serve in person by turns ; we must give our generals 
means to do their work well, and then exact from them a severe 
account afterwards-which we cannot do, so long as we our
selves will neither pay nor serve. We must correct that abuse 
which has grown up, whereby particular symmories in the state 
combine to exempt themselves from burthensome duties, and 
to cast them all unjustly upon others. We must not only come 
forward vigorously and heartily, with person and with money, 
but each man must embrace faithfully his fair share of patriotic 
obligation." 

Such are the main points of the earliest discourse delivered 
by Demosthenes on the subject of Olynthus. In the mind of 
modern readers, as in that of the rhetor Dionysius,1 there is an 
unconscious tendency to imagine that these memorable plead
ings must have worked persuasion, and to magnify the efficiency 

1 Dionys. Hal. ad Ammre. p. 736. p.erd. -yltp ll.pxovTa. Ka.l\il.lp.a.xov, ltp' 
oL Tlt.s els "OA.vv8ov fJo7}8t:la.s &7r~ffretl\.av 'AOrwcliot, 1r E L rr {} € v T E s trrr 0 
1l.'f1p.OIT8€vovs, &c. 

He connects the three Olynthiacs of Demosthenes with the three Athenian 
armaments sent to Olynthus in the year fol]pwing Midsummer 349 B.C. ; 
for which armaments he had just before cited Philochorns. 
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of their author as an historical and directing person. But there 
are no facts to bear out such an impression. Demosthenes was 
still comparatively a young man--thirty-one years of age; ad
mired indeed for his speeches and his compositions written to 
be spoken by others; 1 but as yet not enjoying much practical 
influence. It is moreover certain---to his honour-that he de
scried and measured foreign dangers before they were recognised 
by ordinary politicians ; that he advised a course, energetic 
and salutary indeed, but painful for the people to act upon, and 
disagreeable for recognised leaders to propose ; that these 
leaders, such as Eubulus and others, were accordingly adverse 
to him. The tone of Demosthenes in these speeches is that 
of one who feels that he is contending against heavy odds
combating an habitual and deep-seated reluctance. He is an 
earnest remonstrant--an opposition speaker----contributing to 
raise up gradually a body of public sentiment and conviction 
which ultimately may pass into act. His rival Eubulus is the 
ministerial spokesman, whom the majority, both rich and poor, 
followed; a man not at all corrupt (so far as we know), but of 
simple conservative routine, evading all painful necessities and 
extraordinary precautions ; conciliating the rich by resisting a 
property-tax, and the general body of citizens by refusing to 
meddle with the The6ric expenditure. 

The Athenians did not follow the counsel of Demosthenes. 
They accepted the Olynthian alliance, but took no active step 
to co-operate with Olynthus in the war against Philip. 2 Such 
unhappily was their usual habit. The habit of Philip was the 
opposite. We need no witness to satisfy us, that he would not 
slacken in his attack-and that in the course of a month or two, 

1 This is evident from the sneers of Meidias: see the oration of DetllO· 
sthentls,cont. Meidiam, pp. 575, 576 (spoken in the year following- -349- 348 
B.C.). 

I observe, not without regret, that Demostheni?s himself is not ashamed 
to put the like sneers into the mouth of a client speaking before the Dikastery 
- -against Lakritus----" this very clever man, who has paid ten mime to 
Isokrates for a course of rhetoric, and thinks himself able to talk you over 
as he pleases,'' &c. (Demosth. adv. Lakrit. p. 938). 

2 An orator of the next generation (Deinarchus cont. Demosthen. p. 102, 
s. 99) taunts Demosthenes as a mere opposition talker, in contrast with the 
excellent administration of the finances and marine under Eubulus----11"o!cu 
"fd.p -rp<flp•u .Iul Ka.nuKeva.up.tvc:a l'hd. TovTov (Demosthenes) t:Jcr,.•p ~,.l 
EV/3oVAou, Tjj 1r&i\Et ; ~ 1ro'ioL veWaoucot Toth·ou 'lrOA_LTEvop.Evou ')'E")'6vai1'L ; The 
administration of Eubulus must have left a credltable remembranc.e, to be 
thus cited afterwards. 

See Theopompus ap. Harpokr. v. Etf/3ouA.os; Plutarch, Reipubl. Gerend. 
Prrecept. p. 812. Compare a\so Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 435; and h~schines 
adv. Ktesiph. p. 57, c. I 1. 
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he would master more than one of the Chalkidic cities, perhaps 
defeating the Olynthian forces also. The Olynthians would dis
cover that they had gained nothing by their new allies; while the 
philippising party among themselves would take advantage of 
the remissness of Athens to depreciate her promises as worth
less or insincere, and to press for accommodation with the enemy. I 
Complaints would presently reach Athens, brought by fresh 
envoys from the Olynthians, and probably also from the Chal
kidians, who were the greatest sufferers by Philip's arms. 
They would naturally justify this renewed application by ex
patiating on the victorious progress of Philip ; they would now 
call for aid more urgently, and might even glance at the possi
bility of Philip's conquest of Chalkidike. It was in this ad
vanced stage of the proceedings that Demosthenes again exerted 
himself in the cause, delivering that speech which stands first 
in the printed order of the Olynthiacs. 

Here we have, not a Philippic, but a true Olynthiac. Olyn
thus is \O longer part and parcel of a larger theme, upon the 
whole<- \yhich Demosthenes intends to discourse; but stands 
out as tL'prominent feature and specialty of his pleading. It 
is now pronounced to be in danger and in pressing need of 
succour; moreover its preservation is strenuously pressed upon 
the Athenians, as essential to their own safety. While it stands 
with its confederacy around it, the Athenians can fight Philip 
on his own coast ; if it falls, there is nothing to prevent him 
from transferring the .war into Attica, and assailing them on 
their own soil. 2 Demosthenes is wound up to a higher pitch of 
emphasis, complaining of the lukewarmness of his countrymen 
on a crisis which calls aloud for instant action.3 He again 
urges that a vote be at once passed to assist Olynthus, and two 
armaments despatched as quickly as possible ; one to preserve 
to Olynthus her confederate cities-the other, to make a diver
sion by simultaneous attack on Philip at home. Without such 

1 Demosth. Olynth. i. p. 10. &s l<Tn f'-dAL<TTa TovTo lieos, 1'->q 1ravovp')'os 
6Jv Kal OELVOS lh9pw7rOS (Philip) 7rp&,')'f'-arTL XP'i,<TIJCJ.L, Til. f'-EV Eti<WV f7v£1<' h 
T6Xp, Til. S' lmEL}I.wv, Ta 8' nf'-US /Jta{3a}l.}l.wv 1<al T>qv &7r0V<T£av Tnv 
nf'-ETEpav Tpbjtp TE !<al7rapa<T7rd<T1)Ta[ TL TWV 3}1.wv 7rpCI.')'f'-dTWV. 

This occurs in the next subsequent speech of Demosthen€s, intimaUng 
what Philip and his partisans had already deduced as inference from the 
past neglect of the Athenians to send any aid to Olynthus. Of course no 
such inference could be started until some time had been allowed for 
expectation and disappointment ; which is one among many reasons for 
believing the first Olynthiac to be posterior in time to the second. 

2 Demosth. Olynth. i. pp. 12, 13. · 
3 Demosth. Olynth. i. p. 9· 

L 2 
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two-fold aid (he says) the cities cannot be preserved. 1 Advice 
of aid generally he had already given, though less emphatically, 
in his previous harangue; but he now superadds a new sugges
tion ~that Athenian envoys shall be sent thither, not merely to 
announce the coming of the force, but also to remain at Olyn
thus and watch over the course of events. For he is afraid, that 
unless such immediate encouragement be sent, Philip may, 
even without the tedious process of a siege, frighten or cajole 
the Olynthian confederacy into submission; partly by remind
ing them that Athens had done nothing for them, and by 
denouncing her as a treacherous and worthless ally. 2 Philip 
would be glad to entrap them into some plausible capitulation; 
and though they knew that they could have no security for his 
keeping the terms of it afterwards, still he might succeed, if 
Athens remained idle. Now, if ever, was the time for Athenians 
to come forward and do their duty without default; to serve in 
person and submit to the necessary amount of direct taxation. 
They had no longer the smallest pretence for continued inact:..,u , 
the very conjuncture which they had so long desired, had 
tumed up of itself-war between Olynthus and Philip, and that 
too upon grounds special to Olynthus-not at the instigation 
of Athens.3 The Olynthian alliance had been thrown in the 
way of Athens by the peculiar goodness of the gods, to enable 
her to repair her numerous past errors and short~comings. 
She ought to look well and deal rightly with these last remain
ing opportunities, in order to wipe off the shame of the past ; 
but if she now let slip Olynthus, and suffer Philip to conquer 
it, there was nothing else to hinder him from marching 
whithersoever he chose. His ambition was so insatiable, his 
activity so incessant, that, assuming Athens to persist in her 
careless inaction, he would carry the war forward from Thrace 
into Attica-of which the ruinous consequences were but too 
clear. 4 

"I maintain (continued the orator) that you ought to lend 
1 Demosth. Olynth. i. p. 14. if>np.l 3~ 3•xii /3on8n-rlov •lvat -ro'is 'IF'p&-yp.auw 

Op.iv, tTcfJ Tf Tcls 1l'6A.~ts 'OAvvOlots qcfJ(Hv, ~eal -roVs -roiJTo 7ro,f,uovTas 
O'TpaTLtfJTaS ~K1rff!..-OLII--t<al T<ji T~V ~t<E£VOV xtfJpaV t<ai<WS 'IF'OLELV Kal Tptf,p€0'L 
Kal u-rpa-r<tfJ-rats ~-rlpoLS' el 3~ 8a-rlpov TOVT<JJV oll.t-ywpf,ue-re, otevw p.~ p.&-raws 
flp.Wv 7] O'Tpa-rela 'YEvrrro.,. 

2 Demosth. Olynth. i. pp. 9, ro. 
3 Demosth. Olynth. i. p. I r. 
4 Demosth. Olynth. i. pp. 12, 13, 16. . ...• El 3t ..-ponuop.e8a t<al 

-rolrrovs ToVs lt.v6pcfnrovs, ~lT, "Oi\vv6ov fKf'ivos ICaTa.ffTp€o/e-rcu, cpparrd:rw ru 
~p.ol, -rl TO I<WAVOV l-r' av-rov lu-ra< {3a3l(etv 8'1F'OL {3ovl\e-raL. 

• • • • -rls O~TWS f!v1,8ns ~u-rlv bp.wv 30'TLS Li')'VOEZ TOJI ~KeZ8ev 'IF'OAEf'OV oevpo 
4j~ov-ra, &v &p.ell.f,uwp.w; 
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aid at the present crisis in two ways ; by preserving for the 
Olynthians their confederated cities, through a body of troops 
sent out for that express purpose-and by employing at the 
same time other troops and other triremes to act aggressively 
against Philip's own coast. lf you neglect either of these 
measures, I fear that the expedition will faiL-As to the 
pecuniary provision, you have already more money than any 
other city, available for purposes of war; if you will pay that 
money to soldiers on service, no need exists for further provision 
-if not, then need exists; but above all things, money must 
be found. What then ! I shall be asked-are you moving that 
the Theoric Fund shall be devoted to war purposes ? Not I, 
by Zeus. I merely express my conviction, that soldiers must 
be equipped, and that receipt of public money, and perform
ance of public service, ought to go hand in hand; but your 
practice is to take the public money, without any such condition, 
for the festivals. Accordingly, nothing remains except that all 
should directly contribute; much, if much is wanted-little, if 
little will suffice. Money must be had; without it, not a single 
essential step can be taken. There are moreover different 
ways and means suggested by others. Choose any one of these 
which you think advantageous; and lay a vigorous grasp on 
events while the opportunity still lasts." 1 

. It was thus that Demosthenes addressed his countrymen 
some time after the Olynthians had been received as allies, but 
before any auxiliary force had been either sent to them or even 
positively decreed-yet when such postponement of action had 
inspired them with mistrust, threatening to throw them, even 
without resistance, into the hands of Philip and their own 
philippising party. We observe in Dembsthenes the same 
sagacious appreciation, both of the present and the future, as 
we have already remarked in the first Philippic-foresight of 

l the terrible consequences of this Olynthian war, while as yet 
' distant and unobserved by others. We perceive the same good 

sense and courage in invoking the right remedies ; though his 
propositions of personal military service, direct taxation, or the 
diversion of the Theoric Fund-were all of them the most un
popular which could be made. The last of the three, indeed, 
he does not embody in a substantive motion; nor could he 
move it without positive illegality, which would have rendered 
him liable to the indictment called Graphe Paranomon. But 
he approaches it near enough to raise in the public mind the 
question as it really stood-that money must be had ; that 

1 Demosth. Olynth. i. p. 15. 
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there were only two ways of getting it-direct taxation, and 
appropriation of the festival fund ; and that the latter of these 
ought to be resorted to as well as the former. We shall find 
this question about the Theoric Fund coming forward again 
more than once, and shall have presently to notice it more at 
large. 

At some time after this new harangue of Demosthenes-how 
long after it, or how far in consequence of it, we cannot say~ 
the Athenians commissioned and sent a body of foreign merce
naries to the aid of the Olynthians and Chalkidians. The 
outfit and transport of these troops was in part defrayed by 
voluntary subscriptions from rich Athenian citizens. But no 
Athenian citizen-soldiers wen~ sent; nor was any money assigned 
for the pay of the mercenaries. The expedition appears to 
have been sent towards the autumn of 350 B.c., as far as we 
can pretend to affirm anything respecting the obscure chron
ology of this period.! It presently gained some victory over 

1 In my view, it is necessary to separate entirely the proceedings alluded 
to in the Demosthenic Olynthiacs, from the three expeditions to Olynthus, 
mentioned by Philochorus during the following year-349-348 B.c., the 
archonship of Kallimachus. I see no reason to controvert the statement 
of Philochorus, that there were three expeditions during that year, such as 
he describes. But he must be mistaken (or Dionysius must have copied 
him erroneously) in setting forth those three expeditions as the whole 
Olyntlzian war, and the first of the three as being the beginning of the 
war. The Olynthian war began in 350 B.C., and the three- Olynthiacs 
of Demosthenes refer, in my judgement, to the first months of the war. 
But it lasted until the early spring of 347 B.c., so that the armaments 
mentioned by Philochorus may have occurred during the last half of the 
war. I cannot but think that Dionysius, being satisfied with finding three 
expeditions to Olynthus which might be attached as results to the three 
orations of Demosthenes, has too hastily copied out the three from Philo
churus, and has assigned the date of 349-348 B.C. to the three orations, 
,;imply because he found that date given to the three expeditions by 
Philochorus. 

The revolt in Eubrea, the expedition of Phokion with the battle of ' 
Tamynre and the prolonged war in that island, began about January or 
February 349 B.C., and continued throughout that year and the next. Mr. 
Clinton even places these events a year earlier; in which I do not concur, 
but which, if adopted, would throw back the beginning of the Olynthian 
war one year farther still. It is certain that there was one Athenian 
expedition at least sent to Olynthus bifore t!te Eub!Ean war (Demosthen. 
cont. Meidiam. p. 566- 578)-an expedition so considerable, that voluntary 
donations from th;; rich citizens were obtained towards the cost. Here is 
good proof (better than Philochorus, if indeed it be inconsistent with what 
he really said) that the Athenians not only contracted the alliance of 
Olynthus, but actually assisted Olynthus, during the year 350 B.C. Now 
the Olynthiacs of Demosthenes present to my mind strong evidence of 
belonging to the earliest months of the Olynthian war. I think it reason
able therefore to suppose that the expedition of foreign mercenaries to 
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Philip or Philip's generals, and was enabled to transmit good 
news to Athens, which excited much exultation there, and led 
the people to fancy that they were in a fair way of taking revenge 
on Philip for past miscarriages. According to some speakers, 
not only were the Olynthians beyond all reach of danger, but 
Philip was in a fair way ofbeing punished and humbled. It is 
indeed possible that the success may really have been some
thing considerable, such as to check Philip's progress for the 
time. Though victorious on the whole, he must have experi
enced partial and temporary reverses, otherwise he would 
have concluded the war before the early spring of 347 B.C. 
Whether this success coincided with that of the Athenian 
general Chares over Philip's general Ad:eus,1 we cannot say. 

But Demosthenes had sagacity enough to perceive, and 
frankness to proclaim, that it was a success noway decisive of 
the war generally; worse than nothing, if it induced the Athe
nians to fancy that they had carried their point. 

To correct the delusive fancy, that enough had been done
to combat that chronic malady under which the Athenians so 
readily found encouragement and excuses for inaction-to 
revive in them the conviction that they had contracted a debt, 
yet unpaid, towards their Olynthian allies and towards their 
own ultimate security-is the scope of Demosthenes in his 
third Olynthiac harangue; third in the printed order, and third 
also, according to my judgement, in order of time; delivered 
towards the close of the year 350 B.c.2 Like Perikles, he was 
Olynthus, which the third Olynthiac implies as having been sent, is the 
same as that for which the brtMuets mentioned in the Meidiana were 
required. See Biihnecke, Forschungen, p. 202 ; and K. F. Hermann, 
De Anno Natali Demosthenis, p. 9· 

1 Theopompus ap. Athena:. xii. p. 532. This victoxy would seem to 
belong more naturally (as Dr. Thirlwall remarks) to the operations of 
Chares and Onomarchus against Philip in Thessaly, in 353-352 B.C. But 
the point cannot be determined. · 

2 Demosth. Olynth. iii. p. 29. p.lf'v1)u0e, 8T' &.'11"1/')'/'Ei .. e'Y/ <l>lll.t'II"'II"os flp.lv 
~v 0p4Ky, ·Tplorov f) 'TeTa.porov tTos Tov7-l, 'Hpa.lov orelx:os 'II"Oli.IOpJCwv· or6Te 
Tolvvv p.'i)v p.'Ev 1jv Ma.tp.a.KT'Y/p«hv, &c. This was the month M::emakterion 
or November 352 ll.C. Calculating fotward from that date, orplorov ~7os 
means the next year but one; that is the Attic year Olymp. 107, 3, or the 
year between Midsummer 350 and Midsummer 349 B.C. Dionysius of 
Halikarnassus says (p. 726)-Kall.ll.t,uaxov 7ov orpl7ov p.eri:J. E>euuaA.ov 
lfp~avoros-though there was only one archon between Thessalus and 
Kaliimachus. When Demosthenes says 7plorov f) Teoraprov t7os-it is 
clear that both cannot be accurate ; we must choose one or the other; and 
orp{7ov lros brings us to the year 350-349 B.C. 

To show that the oration was probably spoken during the first half of 
that year, or before February 349 D.c., another point of evidence may be 
noticed. 
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not less watchful to abate extravagant and unseasonable illusions 
of triumph in his countrymen, than to raise their spirits in 
moments of undue alarm and despondency.! 

"The talk which I bear about punishing Philip (says Demo
sthenes, in substance) is founded on a false basis. The real 
facts of the case teach us a very different lesson. 2 They bid us 
look well to our own security, that we be not ourselves the 
sufferers, and that we preserve our allies. There was indeed a 
time~and that too within my remembrance not long ago
when we might have held our own and punished Philip besides ; 
but now, our first care must be to preserve our own allies. 
After we have made this sure, then it will be time to think 
of punishing others. The present juncture calls for anxious 
deliberation. Do not again commit the same error as you 
committed three years ago. When Philip was besieging Herreum 
in Thrace, you passed an energetic decree to send an expedi
tion against him: presently came reports that he was sick, and 
that he was dead : this good news made you fancy that the 
expedition was unnecessary, and you let it clrop. If you had 
executed promptly what you resolved, Philip would have been 
put down then, and would have given you no further trouble.3 

" Those matters indeed are past, and cannot be mended. 
But I advert to them now, because the present war-crisis is very 

At the time when the third Olynthiac was spoken, no expedition 
of Athenian citizens had yet been sent to the help of Olynthus. But we 
shall see presently, that Athenian citizens were sent thither during the first 
half of 349 B.C. 

Indeed, it would be singular, if the Olynthiacs had been spoken after the 
expedition to Enbrea, that Demosthen~s should make no allusion in any 
one of them to that expedition, an affair of so much moment and interest, 
which kept Athens in serious agitation during much of the year, and was 
followed by prolonged war in that neighbouring ioland. In the third 
Olynthiac, Demosthenes alludes to taking arms against Corinth and 
Megara (p. 34). Would he be likely to leave the far more important 
proceedings in Eubrea unnoticed? Would he say nothing about the grave 
crisis in which the decree of Apollodorns was proposed? This difficulty 
disappears when we recognise the Olynthiacs as anterior to the Euboic 
war. 

1 Thncyd. ii. 65. 'o,.&re ')'ovv atrrOat-ro .,, e<o-roh """Pd. t<atp~v 6[3pEL 
Oaprruvv-ras, ll.l"t"'v Ke<Tbrll.7)rrrrev (Perikl~s) eis -rb cpof3eirr8e<t' t<«l llellt6-ras a3 
i1.71.6"t"'S lt.vTtt<e<OlrrT7) 1fdll.tv t'lfl T~ Oaprr<iv. 

Compare the argument of the third Olynthiac by Libanius. 
2 I >emosth. Olynth. iii. pp. 28, 29. Toh p.~v 7/i.p 71.6"/ovs 1f<pl -roil 

Ttp.wp-!,tTauOat 4?[Attr1f'011 bpW "fL"}'Vop.f.vous, Ttx. Of wpd")'p.a-ra Eis -roV-ro trpofpcowra, 
&rn• g,-ws P.fi 1rEL<FOp.E6a av-rol11'p6npov KC<I<WS <TI<rhpa<T6at lleov • 

. . . . . -roV8' l~eavOv 1rpoAa/3e'iv iu.t"iY dvat -r1}v 1rpWr7JV, Chrws roOs 
<Tvp.p.J.xovs ur/;uop.ev. 

3 Demosth. Olynth. iii. p. 30. 
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similar, and I trust you will not make the like mistake again. 
If you do not send aid to Olynthus with all your force and 
means, you will play Philip's game for him now, exactly as you 
did then. You have been long anxious and working to get 
the Olynthians into war with Philip. This has now happened : 
what choice remains, except to aid them heartily and vigor
ously? You will be covered with shame, if you do not. But 
this is not all. Your own security at home requires it of you 
also ; for there is nothing to hinder Philip, if he conquers 
Olynthus, from invading Attica. The Phokians are exhausted 
in funds-and the Thebans are your enemies. 

"All this is superfluous, I shall be told. We have already 
resolved unanimously to succour Olynthus, and we will succour 
it. We only want you to tell us how. You will be surprised, 
perhaps, at my answer. Appoint. Nomothet;:e at once.1 Do 
not submit to them any propositions for new laws, for you have 
laws enough already-but only repeal such of the existing laws 
as are hurtful at the present juncture-! mean, those which 
regard the Thel'>ric Fund (I speak out thus plainly), and some 
which bear on the citizens in military service. By the former, 
you hand over money, which ought to go to soldiers on service, 
in Theoric distribution among those who stay at home. By the 
latter, you let off without penalty those who evade service, and 
discourage those who wish to do their duty. When you have 
repealed these mischievous laws, and rendered it safe to proclaim 
salutary truths, then expect some one to come forward with a 
formal motion such as you all know to be required. But until 
you do this, expect not that any one will make these indis
pensable propositions on your behalf, with the certainty of ruin 
at your hands. You will find no such man; especially as he 
would only incur unjust punishment for himself without any 
benefit to the city-while his punishment would make it yet 
more formidable to speak out upop. that subject in future, than 
it is even now. Moreover, the same men who proposed these 
laws should also take upon them to propose the repeal; for it 
is not right that these men should continue to enjoy a popu
larity which is working mischief to the whole city, while the 
unpopularity of a reform beneficial to us all, falls on the head 
of the reforming mover. But while you retain this prohibition, 
you can neither tolerate that any one among you shall be 
powerful enough to infringe a law with impunity-nor expect 
that any one will be fool enough to run with his eyes open into 
punishment." 

1 Demosth. Olynth. iii. pp. 31, 32. 
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I lament that my space confines me to this brief and meagre 

abstract of one of the most splendid harangues ever delivered 
-the third Olynthiac of Demosthenes. The partial advantage 
gained over Philip being prodigiously over-rated, the Athenians 
seemed to fancy that they had done enough, and were receding 
from their resolution to assist Olynthus energetically. As on 
so many other occasions, so on this-Demosthenes undertook 
to combat a prevalent sentiment which he deemed unfounded 
and unseasonable. With what courage, wisdom, and dexterity 
-so superior to the insulting sarcasms of Phokion-does he 
execute this self-imposed duty, well knowing its unpopularity ! 

Whether any movement was made by the Athenians in 
consequence of the third Olynthiac of Demosthenes, we cannot 
determine. We have no ground for believing the affirmative; 
while we are certain that the specific measure which he recom
mended-the sending of an armament of citizens personally 
serving-was not at that time (before the end of 350 B.c.) 
carried into effect. At or before the commencement of 34') 
B.c., the foreign relations of Athens began to be disturbed by 
another supervening embarrassment-the revolt of Eubcea. 

After the successful expedition of 358 B.c., whereby the 
Athenians had expelled the Thebans from Eubcea, that island 
remained for some years in undisturbed connexion with 
Athens. Chalkis, Eretria, and Oreus, its three principal cities, 
sent each a member to the synod of allies holding session at 
Athens, and paid their annual quota (seemingly five talents 
each) to the confederate fund. 1 During the third quarter of 
352 B.c., Menestratus the despot or principal citizen of Eretria 
is cited as a particularly devoted friend of Athens.2 But this 
state of things changed shortly after Philip conquered Thessaly 
and wade himself master of the Pagasrean Gulf (in 353 and 
the first half of 352 B.c.). His power was then established 
immediately over against Oreus and the northern coast of 
Eubcea, with which island his means of communication became 
easy and frequent. Before the date of the first Philippic of 
Demosthenes (seemingly towards the summer of 35 I B.c.) 
Philip had opened correspondences in Eubc.ea, and had de
spatched thither various letters, some of which the orator reads 
in the course of that speech to the Athenian assembly. The 
actual words of the letters are not given; but from the criticism 
of the orator himself, we discern that they were highly offensive 

1 .IEschines adv. Ktesiphont. pp. 67, 68. 
2 Demosthenes cont. Aristokrat. p. 66r. <f>op', ~av ~~ ~h ~ecd M•v•uTpu:ros 

~p.as b 'EperpteVs &~wt T?t a.VTO. ~eal ailTri t¥YJpluacr8at, f} <P&iiAi\os 6 <Pwtee6s-, &c. 
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to Athenian feelings; instigating the Eubreans probably to 
sever themselves from Athens, with offers of Macedonian aid 
towards that object.1 Philip's naval warfare also brought his 
cruisers to Genestus in Eubrea, where they captured several 
Athenian corn-ships ; 2 insulting even the opposite coast of Attica 
at Marathon, so as to lower the reputation of Athens among 
her allies. Accordingly, in each of the Eubrean cities, parties 
were soon formed aiming at the acquisition of dominion through 
the support of Philip; while for the same purpose detachments 
of mercenaries could also be procured across the western 
Eubrean strait, out of the large numbers now under arms in 
Phokis . 
. About the beginning of 349 B.c.-while the war of Philip, 

unknown to us in its details, a~ainst the Olynthians and 
~'"'hnll,;rl;~,• w~• otill <mine: on, .. :.;n more or less of help from 
mercenanes sent by Athens--:hostilities, probably raised by 
the intrigues of Philip, broke out at Eretria in Eubrea. An 
Eretrian named Plutarch (we do not know what had become 
of Menestratus), with a certain number of soldiers at his dis
posal,· but opposed by enemies yet more powerful, professed to 
represent Athenian interests in his city, and sent to Athens 
to ask (or aid. Demosthenes, suspecting this man to be a 
traitor, dissuaded compliance with the application.8 But 
Plutarch had powerful friends at Athens, seemingly among the 
party of Eubulus ; one of whom, Meidias, a violent personal 
enemy of Demosthenes, while advocating the grant of aid, tried 
even to get up a charge against Demosthenes, of having him
self fomented these troubles in Eubrea against the reputed 
philo-Athenian Plutarch.4 The Athenian assembly detennined 
to despatch a force under Phokion ; who accordingly crossed 
into the island, somewhat before the time of the festival 
Anthesteria (February) with a body of hoplites.5 The cost of 
fitting out triremes for this transport was in part defrayed by 
voluntary contributions from rich Athenians ; several of whom, 
Nikeratus, Euktemon, Euthydemus, contributed each the out
fit of one vessel. 6 A certain proportion of the horsemen of 

1 Demosthen~s, Philipp. i. p. 51. 
3 Demosthen~s, De Pace, p. 58. 

2 Demosthen~s, Philipp. i. p. 49· 

4 Demostheni!s cont. Meidiam, p. 550. . ... ~ec.l Tow lv EV/3olq. ?rpa:yp.&
T>w, II. TI,\ovTapxos lJ TOVTov ~lvos ~ed cf>[,\os llc~?rp&.~"-To, &s l-yw <l.!T<Os •lp.c, 
""'~"E<ri<EV"-(•, 1rpo Toil TO 1rpii-yp.a -y•vlu8"-' cf>"-v~pov llca TI,\ovT&pxov -y•-yov6s. 

5 Demosthenes cont. Meidiam, p. 558; cont. Bceotum de Nomine, p. 
999· The mention of the xo.os in the latter pas~age, being the second day 
of the festival called Anthesteria, identifies the month. 

6 Demosthen@s cont. Meidiam, pp. 566, 567. 
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the city were sent also ; yet the entire force was not very large, 
as it was supposed that the partisans there to be found would 
make up the deficiency. 

This hope however turned out fallacious. After an apparently 
friendly reception and a certain stay at or near Eretria, Phokion 
found himself betrayed. Kallias, an ambitious leader of 
Chalkis, collected as much Eubcean force as he could, declared 
openly against Athens, and called in Macedonian aid (pro
bably from Philip's commanders in the neighbouring Pagasrean 
Gulf) ; while his brother Taurosthenes hired a detachment of 
mercenaries out of Phokis.1 The anti~Athenian force thus 
became more formidable than Phokion could fairly cope with; 
while the support yielded to him in the island was less than he 
expected. Crossing the eminence named Kotylreum, he took 
a position near the town and hippodrome of Tamynre, on high 
ground bordered by a ravine; Plutarch still professing friend
ship, and encamping with his mercenaries along with him. 
Phokion's position was strong; yet the Athenians were out
numbered and beleaguered so as to occasion great alarm.2 

Many of the slack and disorderly soldiers deserted ; a loss 
which Phokion affected to despise-though he at the same 
time sent to Athens to make known his difficulties and press 
for reinforcement. Meanwhile he kept on the defensive in his 
camp, which the enemy marched up to attack. Disregarding 
his order, and acting with a deliberate treason which was 
accounted at Athens unparalleled-Plutarch advanced forward 
out of the camp to meet them ; but presently fled, drawing 
along with his flight the Athenian horse, who had also advanced 
in some disorder. Phokion with the infantry was now in the 
greatest danger. The enemy, attacking vigorously, were pluck
ing up the palisade, and on the point of forcing his camp. 
But his measures were so well taken, and his hoplites behaved 
with so much intrepidity and steadiness in this trying emergency, 
that he repelled the assailants with loss, and gained a complete 

1 £schines cont. Ktesiphont. p. 399· .... TavpotTelv71s, Taus "'"'"''"'o/Js 
~tvovs litaf3t{3dtTas, &c. There is no ground for inferring from this passage 
(with Bohnecke, p. 20, and others), that the Phokians themselves seconded 
Philip in organising Eubcean parties against Athens. The Phokians were 
then in alliance with Athens, and would not be likely to concur in a step 
alike injurious and offensive to her, without any good to themselves. But 
some of the mercenaries on service in Phokis might easily be tempted to 
change their service and cross to Eubcea, by the promise of a handsome 
gratuity. 

" Demosth. cont. Meidiam, P· 567. bret6~ al. 1T0htapi<Ell1'6at 'TOVS tv 
TafLVVa<s ITTpaTttfrras E~'lll'l'b,il.eTo, &c. 
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victory. Thallus and Kineas distinguished themselves hy his 
side; Kleophanes also was conspicuous in partially rallying 
the broken horsemen; while h:schines, the orator, serving 
among the hoplites, was complimented for his bravery, and 
sent to Athens to carry the first news of the victory.! Phokion 
pursued his success, expelled Plutarch from Eretria, and 
captured a strong fort called Zaretra, near the narrowest part of 
the island. He released all his Greek captives, fearing that the 
Athenians, incensed at the recent treachery, should resolve 
upon treating them with extreme harshness.2 Kallias seems to 
have left the island and found shelter with Philip.3 

The news brought by h:schines (before the Dionysiac 
festival) of the victory of Tamynre, relieved the Athenians 
,. . · . "" ,, r ...:1 ___ -&.-1_ r-~-- nt.. ..... 1 .. :,......_ 

the Senate had resolved to send to Eubcea another armament,
including the remaining half of the cavalry, a reinforcement of 
hoplites, and a fresh squadron of triremes. But the victory 
enabled them to dispense 4 with any immediate reinforcement, 
and to celebrate the Dionysiac festival with cheerfulness. The 
festival was on this year of more than usual notoriety. Demo
sthenes, serving in it as choregus for his tribe the Pandionis, 
was brutally insulted, in the theatre and amid the full pomp of 

1 JEschin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 300, c. 53 ; cont. Ktesiphont. p. 399, c. 32; 
Plutarch, Phokion, c. 13. Plutarch (the biographer) has no clear idea of 
the different contests carried on in the island of Euboea. He passes on, 
without a note of transition, from this war in the island (in 349-348 B.C.) 
to the subsequent war in 341 B.c. 

Nothing indeed can be more obscure and difficult to disentangle than the 
sequence of Euboean tnmsactions. 

It is to be observed that JEschin~s lays the blame of the treachery, 
whereby the Athenian army was entrapped and endangered, on Kallias of 
Chalkis ; while Demosthen€s throws it on Plutarch of Eretria. Probably 
both Plutarch and Kallias deserve the stigma. But Demosthenes is on 
this occasion more worthy of credit than JEschines, since the harangue 
against Meidias, in which the assertion occurs, was delivered only a few 
months after the battle of Tamynre; while the allegation of JEschini's is 
contained in his harangue against Ktesiphon, which was not spoken till 
many years afterwards. 

2 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 13. 
3 JEscbines indeed says, that Kallias, having been forgiven by Athens on 

this occasion, afterwards, gratuitously, and from pure hostility and ingrati-
tude to Athens, went to Philip. But I think this is probably an exaggera
tion. The orator is making a strong point against Kallias, who afterwards 
became connected with Demosthenes, and rendered considerable service to 
Athens in Euboea. 

The treason of Kallias and Taurosthenes is alluded to bv Deinarchus in 
his harangue against Demosthenes, s. 45· • 

4 Demosthenes cont. Meidiam, p. 567. 
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the ceremony, by his enemy the wealthy Meidias; who, besides 
other outrages, struck him several times with his fist on the 
head. The insult was the more poignant, because Meidias 
at this time held the high office of Hipparch, or one of the 
commanders of the horse. It was the practice at Athens to 
convene a public assembly immediately after the Dionysiac 
festival, for the special purpose of receiving notifications and 
hearing complaints about matters which had occurred at the 
festival itself. At this special assembly Demosthenes preferred 
a complaint against Meidias for the unwarrantable outrage 
offered, and found warm sympathy among the people, who 
passed a unanimous vote of censure. This procedure (called 
Probole) did not by itself carry any punishment, but served 
as a sort of prajudicium, or finding of a true bill ; enabling 
Demosthenes to quote the public as a witness to the mair r ;t 
of insult, and encouraging him to pursue Meidias '-~'ore the 
regular tribunals; which he did a few months afterwards, but 
was induced· to accept from Meidias the self-imposed fine of 
30 mime before the final passing of sentence by the Dikasts.l 

From the despatches of Phokion, the treason of Plutarch of 
Eretria had become manifest ; so that Demosthenes gained 
credit for his previous remarks on the impolicy of granting the 
armament: while the friends of Plutarch-Hegesilaus and 
others of the party of Eubulus-incurred displeasure ; and 
some, as it appears, were afterwards tried. 2 But he was re
proached by his enemies for having been absent from the 
battle of Tamyme ; and a citizen named Euktemon, at the 
instigation of Meidias, threatened an indictment against him 
for desertion of his post. Whether Demosthenes had actually 
gone over to Eubcea as a hoplite in the army of Phokion, and 
obtained leave of absence to come back for the Dionysia-or 

I JEschines cont. Ktesiph. p. 61; Plutarch, Demosth. c. 12. Wester
mann and many other critics (De Litibus qnas Demosthen<!s oravit ipse, 
p. 25-28) maintain that the discourse against Meidias can never have been 
really spoken by Demosthenes to the Dikastery, since if it had been 
spoken, he could not afterwards have entered into the compromise. But it 
is surely possible that he may have delivered the discourse and obtained 
judgement in his favour; and then afterwards-when the second vote of 
the Dikasts was about to come on, for estimation of the penalty-may 
have accepted the offer of the defendant to pay a moderate fine (comvare 
Demosth. cont. Nereram, p. 1348) in fear of exasperating too far the power
ful friends around Meidias. The action of Demosthenes against Meidias 
was certainly an a:ywv 'T<f'1)'T<5s. About -rrpo{3olvh, see Meier and Schomann, 
Der Attische Prozess, p. 27 r. 

2 Demosthenes, De Pace, p. 58 ; De Fals. Leg. p. 434-with the 
Scholion. 
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whether he did not go at all-we are unable to say. In either 
case, his duties as choregus for this year furnished a conclusive 
excuse ; so that Euktemon, though he formally hung up before 
the statues of the Eponymous Heroes public proclamation of 
his intended indictment, never thought fit to take even the 
first step for bringing it to actual trial, and incurred legal dis
grace for such non-performance of his engagement. 1 Never
theless the opprobrious and undeserved epithet of deserter was 
ever afterwards put upon Demosthenes by LEschines and his 
other enemies ; and Meidias even applied the like vituperation 
to most of those who took part in that assembly 2 wherein the
Probole or vote of censure against him had been passed. Not 
long after the Dionysiac festival, however, it was found necessary 
to send fresh troops, both horsemen and hoplites, to Eubcea ; 
probably to relieve either some or all of those already serving 
there. Demosthenes on this occasion put on his armour and 
served as a hoplite in the island. Meidias also went to Argura 
in Eubcea, as commander of the horsemen ; yet, when the 
horsemen were summoned to join the Athenian army, he did 
not join along with them, but remained as trierarch of a trireme 
the outfit of which he had himself defrayed.3 How long the 
army stayed in Eubcea, we do not know. It appears that 
Demosthenes had returned to Athens by the time when the 
annual Senate was chosen in the last month of the Attic year 
(Skirrophorion-June); having probably by that time been 
relieved. He was named (by the lot) among the Five Hundred 
Senators for the coming Attic year (beginning Midsummer 
349 B.c.= Olymp. ro7, 4); 4 his old enemy Meidias in 
vain impugning his qualification -as he passed through the 
Dokimasy or preliminary examination previous to entering 
office. 

What the Athenian army did further in Eubcea, we cannot 
make out. · Phokion was recalled-we do not know when-and 
replaced by a general named Molossus; who is said to have 
managed the war very unsuccessfully, and eyen to have been 

1 Demosth. cont. Meidiam, p. 548. . ... lq>' ii ')lap hre'ivos (Euktemon) 
~TltJ.wiC;v a{rrOv oint E1re~eA8Wv, oV5et-ttCis t'Ywl'' ~Tt 7rpOU'0~0ftO.l OlKTJS, &.7\."A, 
uravhv •xw. 

&schines says that Nikodemus entered an indictment against Demo
sthenes for deserting his place in the ranks ; but that he was bought off by 
Demosthenes, and refrained from bringing it before the Dikastery (.lEsch. 
Fals. Leg. p. 292). 

2 Dernosthenes cont. Meid. p. 577. 
3 Dernosthenes cont. Meid. p. 558-567. 
4 Dernosthenes cont. Meid. p. 551, 
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made prisoner himself by the enemy.l The hostile parties in 
the islarid, aided by Philip, were not subdued, nor was it until 
the summer of 348 B.c. that they applied for peace. Even 
then, it appears, none was concluded, so that the Eubreans 
remained unfriendly to Athens until the peace with Philip in 
346 B.C. 

But while the Athenians were thus tasked for the mainten
ance of Eubrea, they found it necessary to undertake more 
effective measures for the relief of Olynthus, and they thus had 
upon their hands at the same time the burthen of two wars. 
We know that they had to provide force for both Eubrea and 
Olynthus, at once j 2 and that the occasion which called for 
these simultaneous efforts was one of stringent urgency. The 
Olynthian requisition and communications made themselves so 
strongly felt, as to induce Athens to do, what Demosthenes in 
his three Olynthiacs had vainly insisted on during the preceding 
summer and autumn-- to send thither a force of native Athe
nians, in the first half of 349 B.c. Of the horsemen who had 
gone from Athens to Eubrea under Meidias, to serve under 
Phokion, either all, or a part, crossed by sea from Eubcca to 
Olynthus, during that half-year.8 Meidias did not cross with 

1 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 14; Pausanias, i. 36, 3· 
2 Demosthenes cont. N erentm, p. I 346. . . . . uup./3rl.ll'ros -ril 1r0ll.« ""'" 

pail TOIOVTOU JCal 7roll.lp.ou, lv iii ilv 1) ICpar-IJrrarr•v op.lv p.eyl<TTOIS Ti,JI 'EJ\.71.-fJvwv 
dvat, ~eal Ctvo.j.~.cpur!:3rrr1rrws -rd. 'TE Vp.'Tf:pa. alrrWv KeKop.luOat 1eal KaTa7rt~ 
-rroli.•P.11"{vat <Plll.t7r11"Dv-'fl orr-rep-hrraO"L -rj) f3o110d'f ICal 7rpoep.l
vo ts To Us uvp.f-'&.xovs, Ot' &:1roplav XP'YIJ.J.d-rwv KaTaJ\ufJEwros -roii uTpa:ro· 
1r'Bou, ToVTovs T' 0:1roAluat ~eal ToLs if.Jt..Aots c.~EAi\7JG'tV &.1rllTTOVS elva.t Bo~eeLv, 
KalKwliuvev«v 1repl 'Twv 01roll.al1rwv, 1repl -re A~p.vou ICal "Ip.{3pou Kal }i!Cvpou 
/Cal X•f!Pov~<Tou-Jcal P.• 71.71. 0 JIT "'" <T'T p ItT€ V€ <Tea' {, IJ. w" 7r(lll0ij p. E l 
•1s 'TE Eli~o<av /cal 'Oll.uvOov--{-ypao/• o/~</><O"p.a lv -rfi {3oull.fi 'A1roll.ll.o· 
liwpos {3oull.euwv, &c. 

This speech was delivered before the Dikastery by a person named 
Theomnestus, in support of an indictment against .N erera----perhaps six or 
eight years after 349 B.c. Whether Demosthenes was the author of the 
speech or not, its value as evidence will not be materially altered. 

a Demosthen. cont. Meidiam, p. 578. . . . . o1i-ros -riiw p.e9' ~au-roil 
u-rpa:rtvuap.~vwv i7T7rfwv, 8Tf els .,Oi\vv9ov Btl{J·,uav, lAOWv 1rpOs 
op.as cis -r~v '"""-1IO"£av Ka-r11-y6p«. Compare the same oration, p. 558· 1repl 
I)~ -rwv uuu-rpa-reurrap.ovwv 11r1rtwv <Is "Ap-youpav (in Eubcca) tu-re li~1rou 
-rrrl.II'TES oTa lli11P.11"/0p1JO"€ 1rap' tJp.£v, 8 0' f) IC€ v liC X a 71. >c ( li o s, IC<tTij"/Dpwv /Cal 
cprl.uKwv tv«lios ~~·li.Oe£v -r~v rr'Tpa-rtav -ra6-r11v -rfi >r&ll.«. 

This transit of the Atheniau horsemen to Olynthus, which took place 
after the battle of Tarnyna:, is an occurrence distinct from the voluntary 
contriblitions at Athens towards an Olynthian expedition (l7rtlioue.s els 
'Oll.uvOov-Demosth. cont. Meidiam, p. 566); which contributions took 
place before the battle of Tarnynre, and before the expedition to Eubcea, 
of which that battle made part. 
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them, but came back as trierarch in his trireme to Athens. 
Now the Athenian horsemen were not merely citizens, but 
citizens of wealth and consequence ; moreover the transport of 
them by sea was troublesome as well as costly. The sending 
of such troops implies a strenuous effort and sense of urgency 
on the part of Athens. We may further conclude that a more 
numerous body of hoplites were sent along with the horsemen 
at the same time; for horsemen would hardly under any cir
cumstances be sent across sea alone ; besides which Olynthus 
stood most in need of auxiliary hoplites, since her native force 
consisted chiefly of horsemen and peltasts.1 

The evidence derived from the speech against N erera being 
thus corroborated by the still better evidence of the speech 
against Meidias, we are made certain of the important fact, that 
the first half of the year 349 B.C. was one in which Athens was 
driven to great public exertions-even to armaments of native 
citizens-for the support of Olynthus as well as for the main
tenance of Eubcea. What the Athenians achieved, indeed, or 
helped to achieve, by these expeditions to Olynthus-or how 
long they stayed there-we have no information. But we may 
reasonably presume-though Philip during this year 349 B.C., 
probably conquered a certain number of the thirty-two Chalki
dic towns-that the allied forces, Olynthian, Chalkidic and 
Athenian, contended against him with no inconsiderable effect, 
and threw back his conquest of Chalkidike into the follow
ing year. After a summer's campaign in that peninsula, the 
Athenian citizens would probably come home. We learn that 
the Olynthians made prisoner a Macedonian of rank named 
Derdas, with other Macedonians attached to him.2 

So extraordinary a military effort, however, made by the 
Athenians in the first half of 349 B.c.-to recover Eubcea and 

These horsemen went from Eubcea to Olynthus bifore Meidias returned 
tiJ Atkens. But we know that he returned to Athens before the beginning 
of the new Attic or Olympic year (Olymp. 107, 4, 349-348 B.C.); that is, 
speaking approximatively, before the xst of July 349 H. C. For he was pre
sent at Athens and accused Demosthen€s in the senatorial Dokimasy, or 
preliminary examination, which all senators underwent before they took 
their seats with the beginning of the new year (Demosth. cont. Meid. 
P· 551). 

It seems therefore clear that the Athenian expedition-certainly horse
men, and probably hoplites also-went to Olynthus before July I, 349 B.C. 

• I alluded to this expedition of Athenian citizens to Olynthus in a previous 
note-as connected with the date of the third Olynthiac of Demosthen€s. 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. v. 2, 41 ; v. 3, 3-6. 
2 Theopompus, Fragm. 155; ap. Athenreum, x. p. 436; h:lian, V. H. 

ii. 41-



312 History of Greece 
to protect Olynthus at once-naturally placed them in a state 
of financial embarrassment. Of this, one proof is to be found 
in the fact, that for some time there was not sufficient money 
to pay the Dikasteries, which accordingly sat little; so that 
few causes were tried for some time-for how long we do not 
know. 1 

To meet in part the pecuniary wants of the moment, a 
courageous effort was made by the senator Apollodorus. He 
moved a decree in the Senate, that it should be submitted to 
the vote of the public assembly, whether the surplus of revenue, 
over and above the ordinary and permanent peace establish
ment of the city, should be paid to the Theoric Fund for the 
various religious festivals-or should be devoted to the pay, 
outfit, and transport of soldiers for the actual war. The Senate 
approved the motion of Apollodorus, and adopted a (pro
bouleuma) preliminary resolution authorising him to submit it 
to the public assembly. Under such authority, Apollodorus 
made the motion in the assembly, where also he was fully 
successful. The assembly (without a single dissentient voice, 
we are told) passed a decree enjoining that the surplus of 
revenue should under the actual pressure of war be devoted to 
the pay and other wants of soldiers. Notwithstanding such 
unanimity, however, a citizen named Stephanus impeached 
both the decree and its mover on the score of illegality, under 
the Graphe Paranomon. Apollodorus was brought before the 
Dikastery, and there found guilty ; mainly (according to his 
friend and relative the prosecutor of Ne:::era) through suborned 
witnesses and false allegations foreign to the substance of the 
impeachment. When the verdict of guilty had been pro
nounced, Stephanus as accuser assessed the measure of punish
ment at the large fine of fifteen talents, refusing to listen to 
any supplications from the friends of Apollodorus, when they 
entreated him to name a lower sum. The Dikasts however, 
more lenient than Stephanus, were satisfied to adopt the 
measure of fine assessed by Apollodorus upon himself-one 
talent-which he actually paid.2 

There can hardly be a stronger evidence both of the urgency 
and poverty of the moment, than the fact, that both Senate 
and people passed this decree of Apollodorus. That fact 
there is no room for doubting. But the additional statement-

1 See Demosthenes, adv. Boeotum De Nomine, p. 999· . , .. Kal el 
p.urObs ~1ropl<T011 To'is otKa<TT'IIPlots, el<T~-yov &.v ~~;\ov on. This uraliun was 
spoken shortly after the battle of Tamynre, p. 999· 

2 Demosthenes cont. Nerer. pp. 1346, 1347· 
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that there was not a single dissentient, and that every one, 
both at the time and afterwards, always pronounced the motion 
to have been an excellent one 1-is probably an exaggeration. 
For it is not to be imagined that the powerful party, who 
habitually resisted the diversion of money from the Theoric 
Fund to war purposes, should have been wholly silent or 
actually concurrent on this occasion, though they may have 
been out-voted. The .motion of Apollodorus was one which 
could not be made without distinctly breaking the law, and 
rendering the mover liable to those penal consequences which 
afterwards actually fell upon him. Now, that even a majority, 
both of senate and assembly, should have overleaped this 
illegality, is a proof sufficiently .remarkable how strongly the 
crisis pressed upon their minds. 

The expedition of Athenian citizens, sent to Olynthus before 
Midsummer 349 B.c., would probably return after a campaign 
of two or three months, and after having rendered some service 
against the Macedonian army. The warlike operations of 
Philip against the Chalkidians and Olynthians were noway 
relaxed. He pressed the Chalkidians more and more closely 
throughout all the ensuing eighteen months (from Mid
summer 349 B.c. to the early spring of 347 B.c.). During the 
year Olymp. 107, 4, if the citation from Philochorus 2 is to be 
trusted, the Athenians despatched to their aid three expedi
tions; one at the request of the Olynthians, who sent envoys 
to pray for it-consisting of 2ooo peltasts under Chares, 
in 30 ships partly manned by Athenian seamen. A second 
went thither under Charidemus, at the earnest entreaty of the 
suffering Chalkidians; consisting of 18 triremes, 4ooo peltasts 
and 150 horsemen. Charidemus, in conjunction with the 
Olynthians, marched over Bottirea and the peninsula of 
Pallene, laying waste the country; whether he achieved any 
important success, we do not know. Respecting both Chares 
and Charidemus, the anecdotes descending to us are of in
solence, extortion, and amorous indulgences, rather than of 
military exploits.3 It is clear that neither the one nor the 
other achieved anything effectual against Philip, whose arms 
and corruption made terrible progress in Chalkidike. So 

1 Demosthen~s cont. Nea!r. p. 1346. a)\)\a Kal """ tn, li.v 11'0V i\6'YOS 
-yl'Yvwra<, df<ollo"fE'iTat 1rapa 11'd117'ow, &s Ta f3tllT<ITTa Et1f'as IUiaca 7T'd8m. 

2 Philochorus ap. Dionys. Hal. ad Amm. pp. 734, 735· Philochorus tells 
us that the Athenians now contracted the alliance with Olynthus; which 
certainly is not accurate. Tlie alliance had been contracted in the preceding 
year. 

3 Theopomp. Fragm. 183-238; Athemeus, xii. p. 532. 
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grievously did the strength of the Olynthians fail, that they 
transmitted a last and most urgent appl'al to Athens ; im
ploring the Athenians not to ar<tndon them to ruin, but to 
send them a force of citizens in addition to the mercenaries 
already there. The Athenians complied, despatchinp.; th!tha 
r 7 triremes, 2ooo hop lites, and 300 horsemen, all undn the 
command of Chares. 

To make out anything of the successive steps of this import 
ant war is impossible; but we discern that during this latter 
portion of the Olynthian war, the efforts made by Athens were 
considerable. Demosthenes (in a speech six years afterwards) 
affirms that the Athenians had sent to the aid of Olynthus 
4000 citizens, ro,ooo mercenaries, and so triremes.1 He 
represents the Chalkidic cities as having been betrayed suc
cessively to Philip by corrupt and traitorous citizens. That 
the conquest was achieved greatly by the aid of corruption, we 
cannot. doubt; but the orator's language carries no accurate 
information. Mekyberna and Torone are said to have been 
among the towns betrayed without resistance.2 After l'hllip 
had captured the thirty-two Chalkidic cities, he marched against 
Olynthus itself, with its confederate neighbours--the Thracian 
Methane and Apollonia. In forcing the passage of the river 
Sardon, he encountered such resistance that his troops were at 
first repulsed ; and he was himself obliged to seek safety by 
swimming back across the river. He was moreover wounded 
in the eye by an Olynthian archer named Aster, and lost the 
sight of that eye completely, notwithstanding the skill of his 
Greek surgeon Kritobulus.8 On arriving within forty furlongs 
of Olynthus, he sent to the inhabitants a peremptory summons, 
intimating that either they must evacuate the city, or he must 
leave Macedonia.4 Rejecting this notice, they determined to 
defend their town to the last. A considerable portion of the 
last Athenian citizen-armament was still in the town to aid in 
the defence ; 6 so that the Olynthians might reasonably calculate 
that Athens would strain every nerve to guard her own citizens 
against captivity. But their hopes were disappointed. How 
long the siege lasted· ·-or whether there was time for Athcn.s to 

I Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 426. 2 Diodor. xvi. 52. 
s Kallisthenes ap. Stob~um, t. vii. p. 92; Plutarch, Parallel. c. 8; 

Demosth. Philipp. iii. p. II7. Kritobulus could not save the sight of the 
eye, but he is said to have prevented any visible disfigurement. "M<tgna 
et Critobulo fama est, extracta Philippi regis oculo sagitta et citra delvrrni
tatem oris curata, orbitate luminis" (Piiny, 11. N. vii. 37). 

' Demo;thenes, Phi'ipp. iii. p. IIJ. 
> Mschines, Fals. Leg. p. 30. 
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send further reinforcement-we cannot say. The Olynthians 
are said to have repulsed several assaults of Philip with loss ; 
but according to Demosthenes, the philippising party, headed 
by the venal Euthykrates and Lasthenes, brought about the 
banishment of their chief opponent Apollonides, nullified all 
measures for energetic defence, and treasonably surrendered 
the city. Two defeats were sustained near its walls, and one 
of the generals of this party, having soo cavalry under his 
command, betrayed them designedly into the hands of the 
invader.l Olynthus, with all its inhabitants and property, 
at length fell into the hands of Philip. His mastery of the 
Chalkidic peninsula thus became complete-towards the end 
of winter 348-34 7 B.c. 

Miserable was the ruin which fell upon this flourishing 
peninsula. The persons of the Olynthians-men, women, and 
children-were sold into slavery. The wealth of the city gave 
to Philip the means of recompensing his soldiers for the toils 
of the war; the city itself he is said to have destroyed, together 

t with Apollonia, Meth6ne, Stageira, &c.-in all, thirty-two 
· Chalkidic cities. Demosthenes, speaking about five years 

afterwards, says that they were so thoroughly and cruelly ruined 
as to leave their very sites scarcely discernible.2 Making every 
allowance for exaggeration, we may fairly believe, that they 
were dismantled and bereft of all citizen proprietors ; that the 
buildings and visible marks of Hellenic city-life were broken 

· up or left to decay; that the remaining houses, as well as the 
villages around, were tenanted by dependent cultivators or 
slaves-now working for the benefit of new Macedonian pro
prietors, in great part non-resident, and probably of favoured 
Grecian grantees also. 3 Though various Greeks thus received 
their recompense for services rendered to Philip, yet Demo
sthenes affirms that Euthykrates and Lasthenes, the traitors 
who had sold Olynthus, were not _among the number; or 
at least that not long afterwards they were dismissed with 
dishonour and contempt.4 

1 Demosthenes, Philipp. iii. p. 125-rzS; Fals. Leg. p. 426; Diodor. 
xvi. 53· 

2 Demosth. Philipp. iii. p. rr7; Justin, viii. 3· 
8 Demosthenes (Fals. Leg. p. 386) says, that both Philokrates and 

A3:schines received from Philip, not only presents of timber and corn, but 
also grants of productive and valuable farms in the Olynthian territory. 
He calls some Olynthian witnesses to prove his assertion ; but their testi
mony is not given at length. 

4 Demosth. De Chersones. p. 99· The existence of these Olynthian 
traitors, sold to Philip, proves that he could not have needed the aid of the 
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In this Olynthian war~ -ruinous to the Chalkidic Greeks, 

terrific to all other Greeks, and doubling the power of Philip
Athens too must have incurred a serious amount of expense. 
We find it stated loosely, that in her entire war against Philip 
from the time of his capture of Amphipolis in 358·· 357 B.C. 
down to the peace of 346 B.c. or shortly afterwards, she had 
expended not less than 1500 talents. 1 On these computations 
no great stress is to be laid; but we may well believe that her 
outlay was considerable. In spite of all reluctance, she was 
obliged to do something; what she did was both too little, 
too intermittent, and done behind-time, so as to produce no 
satisfactory result ; but nevertheless the aggregate cost, in a 
series of years, was a large one. During the latter portion of 
the Olynthian war, as far as we can judge, she really seems 
to have made efforts, though she had done little in the begin
ning. We may presume that the cost must have been defrayed, 
in part at least, by a direct property-tax ; for the condemnation 
of Apollodorus put an end to the proposition of taking from 
the The6ric Fund.2 Means may also have been found of 1 
economising from the other expenses of the state. 

Though the appropriation of the The6ric Fund to other 
purposes continued to be thus interdicted to any formal motion, 
yet in the way of suggestion and insinuation it was from time 
to time glanced at, by Demosthenes and others. And. 
whenever money was wanted for war, the question whether it 
should be taken from this source or from direct property-tax, 
was indirectly revived. The appropriation of the The6ric Fund 

Stngeirite philosopher Arist,tJe to indicate to him who were the richest 
Olynthian citizens, at the time when the prisoners were put up for sale as 
slaves. The Athenian Demochares, about forty years afterwards, in his 
virulent speech against the philosophers, alleged that Aristotle had rendered 
this disgraceful service to Philip (Aristokles ap. Eusebium Prrep. Ev. p. 
792). Wesseling (ad Diodor. xvi. 53) refutes the charge by saying that 
Ari>totle was at that time along with Hermeias at Atarneus ; a refutation 
not very conclusive, which I am glad to be able to strengthen. 

1 .tEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 37, c. 24. Demosthenes (Olynth. iii. p. 36) 
mentions the same amount of public money as having been wasted .;. ou5<v 
I!Jov--even in the early part of the Olynthiac war and before the Eubcean 
war. As evidences of actual amount, such statements are of no value. 

2 Ulpian, in his Commentary on the first Olynthiac, tells us that after 
the fine imposed upon Apollodorus, Eubulus moved and carried a law, 
enacting that any future motion to encroach on the The&ric Fund should 
be punished with death. 

The authority of Ulpian is not sufficient to accredit this statement. The 
fine inflicted by the Dikastery upon Apollodorus was lenient; we may 
therefore reasonably doubt whether the popular sentiment would go along 
with the speaker in making the like offence capital in future. 
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however remained unchanged until the very eve of the battle 
of Chc-eroneia. Just before that Dies Irc-e, when Philip was 
actually fortifying Elateia, the fund was made applicable to 
war purposes ; the views of Demosthenes were realised, twelve 
years after he had begun to enforce them. 

This question about the Theoric expenditure is rarely 
presented by modern authors in the real way that it affected the 
Athenian mind. It has been sometimes treated as a sort of 
alms-giving to the poor-and sometimes as an expenditure by 
the Athenians upon their pleasures. Neither the one nor the 
other gives a full or correct view of the case; each only brings 
out a part of the truth. 

Doubtless, the Athenian democracy cared much for the 
pleasures of the citizens. It provided for them the largest 
amount of refined and imaginative pleasures ever tasted by any 
community known to history; pleasures essentially social and 
multitudinous, attaching the citizens to each other, rich and 
poor, by the strong tie of community of enjoyment. 

But pleasure, though a usual accessory, was not the primary 
idea or predominant purpose of the Theoric expenditure. That 
expenditure was essentially religious in its character, incurred 
only for various festivals, and devoted exclusively to the honour 
of the gods. The ancient religion, not simply at Athens, but 
throughout Greece and the contemporary world-very different 

~in this respect from the modern-included within itself and its 
~manifestations nearly the whole range of social pleasures.1 Now 
~ the Theoric Fund was essentially the Church Fund at Athens ; 
,~· that upon which were charged all the expenses incurred by the 
state in the festivals and the worship of the gods. The Diobely, 
or distribution of two oboli to each present citizen, was one 

· part of this expenditure; given in order to ensure that every 
' citizen should have the opportunity of attending the festival, 

1 Arriong the many passages which illustrate this association in the 
Greek mind, between the idea of a religious festival, and that of enjoy
ment-we may take the expressions of Herodotus about the great festival 
at Sparta called Hyakinthia. In the summer of 479 B.C., the Spartans 

· were tardy in bringing out their military force for the defence of Attica
~· being engaged in that festival. 0/ -yiip Acuceoa<fLOIItat 8pTa(&v 'TE 'TOV xpovov 
· 'TOVTov, Kal <T<f>< i!v 'TaKlvOta · .,.. • p 1 .,.. 1\ el <T'TO v li' ij -yo v 'Til. 'To iJ Oeou 

l.,..op<TVvetv (Herod. ix. 7). Presently the Athenian envoys come to 
Sparta to complain of the delay in the followin~ language-''l'll•L's p.<v, if, 

, Aa.Ke0atp.6vtot, alJ-roii -rj75e ,.dvovTes, fTa~tlv8 ,J. TE lf')'ETE Ka.l 1Tal(eTe, 
t Ka'Ta7rpoli&vTes 'TOVS <Tvp.p.rl.xovs. 
~ Here the expressions "to fulfil the requirements of the god"-and "to 
'.amuse themselves ''-are used in description of the same festival, and almost 

as equivalents. 
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and doing honour to the god; never given to any one 1\DO 

was out of Attica- · because of course he could not attend ; 1 

but given to all alike within the country, rich or poor.2 It 
was essential to that universal communion which formed a 
prominent feature of the festival, not less in regard to the gud, 
than in regard to the city ; 3 but it was only one portion of the 
total disbursements covered by the Theoric Fund. To this 
general religious fund it was provided by law that the surplus 
of ordinary revenue should be paid over, after all the cost of 
the peace establishment had been defrayed. There was no 
appropriation more thoroughly coming home to the common, 
sentiment, more conducive as a binding force to the unity of 
the city, or more productive of satisfaction to each individual 
citizen. 

We neither know the amount of the The6ric Fund, nor of 
the distributions connected with it. We cannot therefore say 
what proportion it formed of the whole peace expenditure- -
itself unknown also. But we cannot doubt that it was large. 
To be sparing of expenditure in m:.mifestations for the honour 
of the gods, was accounted the reverse of virtue by Greeks 
generally ; and the Athenians especially, whose eyes were. 
every day contemplating the glories of their acropolis, would 
learn a different lesson; moreover magnificent religious display 
was believed to conciliate the protection and favour of the gods. 1 

We may affirm, however, upon the strongest presumptions,~ 
that this religious expenditure did not absorb any f •11ds required 
for the other branches of a peace establi5hrnent. Neither 
naval, nor military, nor administrative exigencies, were starved. 
in order to augment the Theoric surplus. Eubulus was dis-! 
tinguished for his excellent keeping of the docks and arsenals, 
and for his care in replacing the decayed triremes by new ones. 
And after all the wants of a well-mounted peace establishment 

1 I hrpokration, v. EJ•wptl<cf.. • • • • 3dv«p.•v Eli$ouil.os •ls .,--hv 8u<Tlav, 
1va. 1rdJ!'TfiS fopTd(wO't, Kal !-'1]0els ,.c;,v "'f'O'AtT~)JI O:rroi\l7r1}'Tat a,' a(felvfftU.'V Tfiw 

llilwv •••• qOTL li~ olm .1~1jv TOLS a7roli1}p.OV(fl 8•wpt1<IJV il.ctp.$&.v.w, 'T7r<plo1}S 
lieMJii.WI<EV tv .,-<ji l<ct'r' 'Apxe<T.,-pu:rlliou. 

2 See Demosth. adv. Leoch;lfem, pp. 10.9r, I092; Philipp. iv. p. · r4r. 
Compare also Schi:imann, Antiq. Jur. Att. s. 69. . 

s See the directions of the old oracles quoted by Demosthenes cont. 
Meicliam, p. 53I. I<TTcf.vat cl!palwv Bpop.lcp xcf.pw ~p.pt")'a 7ravTas, &c. 
<TTE</>aV7J</>Op<<v til.<u8lpous l<ctl 3o611.ous, &c. 

4 See the boast of lsokrates, Orat. iv. (Panegyr.) s. 40; Plato, Alkihiad. 
ii. p. r48. :Xenophon (Vectigal. vi. I), in proposing some schemes for the, 
improvement of the Athenian revenue, sets forth as one of the advantao·es, · 
that "the religious festivals will be celebrated then with still gre~ter 
magnificence than they are now." . 
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were satisfied, no Athenian had scruple in appropriating what 
remained under the conspiring impulses of piety, pleasure, and 
social brotherhood. · 

It is true that the Athenians might have laid up that surplus 
.annually in the acropolis, to form an accumulating war fund. 
Such provision had been made half a century before, under the 
full energy and imperial power of Athens-when she had a 
larger revenue, with numerous tribute-paying allies-and when 
l'erikles presided over her councils. It might have been better 
if she had done something of the same kind in the age after the 
t:'3eloponnesian war. Perhaps if men, like Perikles, or even like 
~.Jemosthenes, had enjoyed marked ascendency, she would have 
·been advised and prevailed on to continue such a precaution. 
But before we can measure the extent of improvidence with 
which Athens is here fairly chargeable, we ought to know what 
was the sum thus expended on the festivals. What amount of 
money could have been stored up for the contingency of war, 
even if all the festivals and all the distributions had been 
suppressed? How far would it have been possible, in any 
other case than that of obvious present necessity, to carry 
economy into the festival expenditure-truly denominated by 
Demades the cement of the political system 1-without im
pairing in the bosom of each individual that sentiment of 
communion, religious, social, and patriotic, which made the 
Athenians a City, and not a simple multiplication of units? 
These are points on which we ought to have information, 

efore we can fairly graduate our censure upon Athens for not 
·onverting her Theoric Fund into an accumulated capital to 
1eet the contingency of war. We ought also to ask, as matter 
:>r impartial comparison, how many governments, ancient or 
odern, have ever thought it requisite to lay up during peace 

1 stock of money available for war? 
The Athenian peace-establishment maintained more ships of 

war, lafger docks, and better-stored arsenals, than any city in 
Greeee, besides expending forty talents annually upon the 
Horsemen of the state, and doubtless something further 
1though we know not li!.ow much) upon the other descriptions of 
1ilitary force. All this, let it be observed, and the Theoric ex
.enditure besides; was defrayed without direct taxation, which 
ms teserved for the extraordinary cost incident to a state of war, 
nd was held to be sufficient to meet it, without any accumulated 
:ar fund. When the war against Philip became serious, the 
. 1 Plutarch, Qurestion. Platonic. p. IOI r. &s lll.ey• A71!-tcJ.Ii71s, t<&ll.ll.av 
POJ.I.d(wv Ta Oewpuca Toii >roll.tTEVJ.I.O.TOs {erroneously written 8ewp'1/TII<c1.). 
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proprietary classes at Athens, those included in the schedule o 
assessment, were called upon to defray the expense by a direc 
tax, from which they had been quite free in time of peace 
They tried to evade this burthen by requiring that the festiva 
fund should be appropriated instead; 1 thus menacing what wa 
dearest to the feelings of the majority of the citizens. Tht 
ground which they took was the same in principle, as if tht 
proprietors in France or Belgium claimed to exempt themselve: 
from direct taxation for the cost of a war, by first taking eithe 
all or half of the annual sum voted out of the budget for the 
maintenance of religion.2 We may judge how strong a feelin1 
would be raised among the Athenian public generally, by tht 
proposal of impoverishing the festival expenditure in order t< 
save a property-tax. Doubtless, after the proprietary class ha< 
borne a certain burthen of direct taxation, their complaint: 
would become legitimate. The cost of the festivals could not bt 
kept up undiminished, under severe and continued pressure o 
war. As a second and subsidiary resource, it would becomt 
essential to apply the whole or a part of the fund in alleviatior 
of the burthens of the war. But even if all had been so applied 
the fund could not have been large enough to dispense witl 
the necessity of a property-tax besides. 

We see this conflict of interests-between direct taxatior 
on one side and the festival fund on the other, as a means o 
paying for war-running through the Demosthenic orations 
and especially marked in the fourth Philippic.3 Unhappily th< 

1 According to the author of the oration against N ea.:ro, t ht: Ia w di< 
actually provide, that in time of war, the surplus revenue shuuld ll 
devoted to warlike purposes-~ee;>.ev&vaw -row v&l"wv, 8-rav 1r0"-•,uos if, -r 
7rEp<ov-ra XP-h!"aTa -rijs o<oucf,crews cr-rpanw-r<Kil. elva< (p. 1346). But 
seems to me that this must be a misstatement, got up to suit the speaker' 
case. If the law had been so, Apollodorus would have committed n< 
illegality in his motion ; moreover, all the fencing and manceuvring o 
Demosthenes in his first and third Olynthiacs would have been to n< 
purpose. 

2 The case here put, though analogous in principle, makes against the 
Athenian proprietors, in degree ; for even in time of peace one-half of the 
French revenue is raised by direct taxation. Voltaire observes very just!~ 
-" L'argcnt que le public employoit a ces spectacles etoit un argent sacre 
C'est pourquoi Demosthene ernploie taut de circonspection et tant de 
detours pour engager les Atheniens a employer cet argent a Ia guern 
contre Philippe : c'est comme si on entreprenoit en Italie de soudoyer de, 
troupes avec le tresor de Notre Dame de Lorette" (Voltaire, Des Diver 
changemens arrives a l'Art Tragique. ffiuvres, tom. 65, p. 73, ed. 1832 
Paris). 

3 Demosth. Philipp. iv. p. I4I-I43; De Rcpublid Ordinandii, p. r67 
Whether these two orations were actually delivered in their present forn 
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APPENDIX 

ON THE ORDER OF THE OLYNTHIAC ORATIONS OF DEMOSTHENF 

Respecting the true chronological order of these three ha1 
angues, dissentient opinions have been transmitted from ancier. 
times, and still continue among modern critics. 

Dionysius of Halikarnassus cites the three speeches by thei 
initial w·ords, but places them in a different chronological orde 
from that in which they stand edited. He gives the second a 
being first in the series ; the third as second ; and the first a 
third. 

It will be understood that I always speak of and describe thes 
speeches by the order in which they stand edited ; though, as fa 
as I can judge, that order is not the true one. 

Edited Order . • 
Order of Dionysius . 

I. 
II. 

II. III. 
Ill. I. 

The greater number of modem critics defend the edited order 
the main arguments for which have been ably stated in a Disserta 
tion published by Petrenz in 1833. Dindorf, in his edition < 
Demosthen~s, places this Dissertation in front of his notes to th 
Olynthiacs; affirming that it is conclusive, and sets the question <J 

rest. Bohnecke also (Forschungen, p. 151), treats the question a 
no longer open to doubt. 

On the other hand, Flathe (Geschichte Makedoniens, p. 183-18; 
expresses himself with eqt>al confidence in favour of the orde 
stated by Dionysius. A much higher authority, Dr. Thirlwal 
agrees in the same opinion ; though with less confidence, and wit 
a juster appreciation of our inadequate means for settling th 
question. See the Appendix iii. to the fifth volume of his Histor 
of Greece, p. 512. 

Though I have not come to the same conclusion as Dr. Thir 
wall, I agree with him, that unqualified confidence, in any cor 
elusion as to the order of these harangues, is unsuitable and n< 
warranted by the amount of evidence. We have nothing to prr 
ceed upon except the internal evidence of the speeches, taken i 
conjunction with the contemporaneous history; of which we kno· 
little or nothing from information in detail. 

On the best judgement that I can form, I cannot adopt wholl 
either the edited order or that of Dionysius, though agreeing in pa1 
with both. I concur with Dionysius and Dr. Thirlwall in placing th 
second Olynthiac first of the three. I concur with the edited ord< 
in placing the third last. I observe, in Dr. Thirlwall's Appendi: 
that this arrangement has been vindicated in a Dissertation b 
Stueve. I have not seen this Dissertation ; and my own conclusio 
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vas deduced-even before I knew that it had ever been advocated 
:lsewhere-only from an attentive study of the speeches. 

Edited Order . • • • • • • I. II. III. 
Order of Dionysius • • • • . • II. III. I. 
Order of Stueve (which I think the most probable) II. I. III. 

To consider first the proper place of the seco11d Olynthiac (I 
mean that which stands seco1td in the edited order). . 

The most remarkable characteristic of this oration is, that scarcely 
3.nything is said in it about Olynthus. ·It is, in fact, a Philippic 
rather than an Olynthiac. This characteristic is not merely ad
mitted, but strongly put forward,. by Petrenz, p. I 1-" Quid! quod 
ipsorum Olynthiorum hac quid em in causa tan tum uno loco facta, 
mentio est-ut uno illo versiculo sublato, vix ex ipsa oratione, qua 
n causa esset habita, certis rationibus evinci posset." How are we 
o explain the absence of all reference tci Olynthus? According to 
_?etrenz, it is because the orator had already, in his former har:::· 
.ngue, said all that could be necessary in respect to the wants of 

Olynthus, and the necessity of upholding that city even for the 
safety of Athens ; he might now therefore calculate that his first 
discourse remained impressed on his countrymen, and that all that 
.vas required was, to combat the extraordinary fear of Philip which 
tindered them from giving effect to a resolution already taken to 
.ssist the Olynthians. 
· In this hypothesis I am unable to acquiesce. It may appear 
natural to a reader of Demosthenes, who passes from the first 
printed discourse to the second without any intervening time to 
forget what he has just read. ' But it will hardly fit the case of a 
real speaker in busy Athens. Neither Demosthenes in the fluctu
ating Athenian assembly-nor even any orator in the more fixed 
English Parliament or American Congress-could be rash enough 
to calculate that a discourse delivered some time before had re
mained engraven on the minds of his audience. If Demosthenes 
had previously addressed the Athenians with so strong a conviction 
of the distress of Olynthus, and of the motiYes for Athens to assist 
Olynthus, as is embodied in the first discourse-if his speech, how
~ver weH received, was not acted upon, so that in the course of a 
:ertain time he had to address them again for the same purpose
! cannot believe that he would allude to Olynthus only once by the 
by, and that he would merely dilate upon the general chances and 
conditions of the war between Athens and Philip. However well 
calculated the second Olynthiac may be "ad concitandos exacer
bandosque civium animos" (to use the words of Petrenz), it is not 
peculiarly calculated to procure aid to Olynthus. If the orator 
had failed to procure such aid by a discourse like the first Olyn
thiac, he would never resort to a discourse like the second Olyn
thiac to make good the deficiency ; he would repeat anew, and 
more impressively than before, the danger of Olynthus, and the 
danger to Athens herself if she suffered Olynthus to fall. This 
would be the way to accomplish his object, and at the same time 
to combat the fear of Philip in the minds of the Athenians. 
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According to my view of the subject, the omission (or mere 

single passing notice) of Olynthus clearly shows that the wants of 
that city, and the urgency of assisting it, were not the main drift 
of Demosthenes in the second Olynthiac. His main drift is, to 
encourage and stimulate his countrymen in their general war 
against Philip ; taking in, thankfully, the new ally Olynthus, whom 
they have just acquired-but taking her in only as a valuable 
auxiliary ('v r.po<T8'hte1JS p.lpE<), to co-operate with Athens against Philip 
as well as to receive aid from Athens-not presenting her either 
as peculiarly needing succour, or as likely, if allowed to perish, to 
expose the vitals of Athens. 

Now a speech of this character is what I cannot satisfactorily 
l'!xplain, as following after the totally different spirit of the first 
Olynthiac; but it is natural and explicable, if we suppose it to 
precede the first Olynthiac. Olynthus does not approach Athens 
at first in jormd pauperis, as if she were in danger and requiring 
aid against an overwhelming enemy. She presents herself as an 
equal, offering to co-operate against a common enemy, and tender· 
ing an alliance which the Athenians had hitherto sought in vain. 
She will of course want aid-but she can give co-operation of 
equal value. Demosthenes advises to assist her--this comes of 
course, when her alliance is accepted :-but he dwells more forcibly 
upon the value of what she will gz"ve to the Athenians, in the way 
of co-operation against Philip. Nay, it is remarkable that the 
territorial vicinity of Olynthus to Philip is exhibited, not as a peril 
to her which the Athenians must assist her in averting, but as a 
godsend to enable them the better to attack Philip in conjunction 
with her. Moreover Olynthus is represented, not as apprehending 
any danger from Philip's arms, but as having recently discovered 
how dangerous it is to be in alliance with him. Let us thank the 
gods (says Demosthenes at the opening of the second Olynthiac)
-ro -rolls r.o?l.<p.f,uovTas .Pt?l.l7rr.<p '"Y•-r•v~u8a• teal x w p a v g p. o p o v teal livvap.lv 
TtVa KEICT?JJ.I.Evous, ~eal -rb !J.E'Ytri'TOJI b.'lf'dwrwv, Tf]v {nrf:p ToV -:roAfp.ov ~vr.fJp:rw 
TotaVT'Y/1' fxovTas, thaT€ TCt.s 7Tp~a ~«eLvov Otai\i\a'}'ds, 1rpOOToV p.~v 41t{crTovs, 
d-ra -rijs ~aVTWV r.a-rp(oos Vop.£(<<V avcf.uTaCTIV ElVa<, oa<p.oV('f TIVl teal 6e£'f 
'1Tav-r&:rrautv totKEV eVEp'}'eO'lq. (p. I 8). 

The general tenor of the second Olynthiac is in harmony with 
this opening. Demosthenes looks forward to a vigorous aggressive 
war carried on by Athens and Olynthus jointly against Philip, and 
he enters at large into the general chances of such war, noticing 
the vulnerable as well as the odious points of Philip, and striving 
(as Petrenz justly remarks) to "excite and exasperate the minds of 
the citizens." 

Such is the first bright promise of the Olynthian alliance with 
Athens. But Athens, as usual, makes no exertions; leaving the 
Olynthians and Chalkidians to contend against Philip by them
selves. It is presently found that he gains advantages over them ; 
bad news come from Thrace, and probably complaining envoys to 
announce them. It is then that Demosthenes delivers his first 
Olynthiac, so much more urgent in its tone respecting Olynthus. 
The main topic is now-" Protect the Olynthians; save their 
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confederate cities ; think what will happen if they are ruined; 
there is nothing to hinder Philip in that case from marching into 
Attica." The views of Demosthenes have changed from the 
offensive to the defensive. 

I cannot but think, therefore, that all the internal evidence of 
the Olynthiacs indicates the second as prior in point of time both 
to the first and to the third. Stueve (as cited by Dr. Thirlwall) 
mentions another reason tending to the same conclusion. Nothing 
is said in the second Olynthiac about .meddling with the Theoric 
Fund; whereas, in the first, that subject is distinctly adverted to
and in the third, forcibly and repeatedly pressed, though with 
sufficient artifice to save the illegality. This is difficult to explain, 
assuming the second to be posterior to the first ; but noway 
difficult if we suppose the second to be the earliest of the three, 
and to be delivered with the purpose which I have pointed out. 

On the other hand, this manner of handling the Theoric Fund 
in the third oration, as compared with the first, is one strong reason 
for believing (as Petrenz justly contends) that the third is posterior 
to the first-and not prior, as Dionysius places it. 

As to the third Olynthiac, its drift and purpose appear to me 
correctly stated in the argument prefixed by Libanius. It was 
delivered after Athens had sent some succour to Olynthus, whereas 
both the first and the second were spoken before anything at all 
had yet been done. I think there is good ground for following 
Libanius (as Petrenz and others do) in his statement that the third 
oration recognises Athens as having done something, which the two 
first do not; though Dr. Thirlwall (p. 509) agrees with Jacobs in 
doubting such a distinction. The successes of mercenaries, re
ported at Athens (p. 38), must surely have been successes of mer
cenaries commissioned by her,; and the triumphant hopes noticed 
by Demosthenes as actually prevalent, are most naturally explained 
by supposing such news to have arrived. Demosthenes says no 
more than he can help about the success actually gained, because 
he thinks it of no serious importance. He wishes to set before the 
people, as a corrective to the undue confidence prevalent, that all 
the real danger yet remained to be dealt with. 

Though Athens had done something, she had done little-sent 
no citizens-provided no pay. This Demosthenes urges ·her to do 
without delay, and dwells upon the Theoric Fund as one means 
of obtaining money along with personal service. Dr. Thirlwa!l 
indeed argues that the first Olynthiac is more urgent than the 
third, in setting forth the crisis ; from whence he infers that it is 
posterior in time. His argument is partly founded upon a sentence 
near the beginning of the first Olynthiac, wherein the safety of Athens 
herself is mentioned as involved-Twv 1rpa-y!J.cf.-rwv OfJ.iv a.iJ-rois &v-rtll.71-
1r-rlov ~a-riv, et1r<p 01rop O""'T'Tipia.s a o-r w v <f>pov-ri(e-re : upon which I may 
remark, that the reading a.OTwv is not universally admitted. 
Dindorf in his edition reads a.o-rwv, referring it to ?rpa-y,..cf.-rwv: and 
stating in his note that a.o-rwv is the reading of the vulgate, first 
changed by Reiske into a.OTwv on the authority of the Codex 
Bavaricus. But even if we grant that the first Olynthiac depicts 
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the crisis as more dangerous and urgent than the third, we cannot 
infer that the first is posterior to the third. The third was de
livered immediately after news received of success near Olynthus ; ' 
Olynthian affairs did really prosper for the moment and to a 
certain extent-though the amount of prosperity was greatly ex
aggerated by the public. Demosthenes sets himself to combat 
this exaggeration; he passes as lightly as he can over the recent 
good news, but he cannot avoid allowing something for them, and 
throwing the danger of Olynthus a little back into more distant 
contingency. At the same time he states it in the strongest 
manner, both section 2 and sections 9, ro. 

Without being insensible, therefore, to the fallibility of all 
opinions founded upon such imperfect evidence, I think that the 
true chronological order of the Olynthiacs is that proposed by 
Stueve, II. I. III. With Dionysius I agree so far as to put the ' 
second Olynthiac first ; and with the common order in putting 
the third Olynthiac last. 

CHAPTER LXXXIX 

FROJ\f THE CAPTURE OF OLYNTHUS TO THE TERMINATION 

OF THE SACRED WAR BY PHILIP 

IT was during the early spring of 347 B.C., as far as we can 
n<..ake out, that Olynthus, after having previously seen the thirty 
Chalkidic cities conquered, underwent herself the like fate from 
the arms of Philip. Exile and poverty became the lot of such 
Olynthians and Chalkidians as could make their escape; while 
the greater number of both sexes were sold into slavery. A 
few painful traces present themselves of the diversities of 
suffering which befell ·these unhappy victims. Atrestidas, an 
Arcadian who had probably served in the Macedonian army, 
received from Philip a grant of thirty Olynthian slaves, chiefly 
women and children, who were seen following him in a string, 
as he travelled homeward through the Grecian cities. Many 
young Olynthian women were bought for the purpose of having 
their persons turned to account by their new proprietors. Of 
these purchasers, one, an Athenian citizen who had exposed his 
new purchase at Athens, was tried and condemned for the pro
ceeding by the Dikastery.1 Other anecdotes come before us, 

1 Deinarchus cont. Demosth. p. 93 ; Demosth. Fals. Leg. pp. 439, 440. 
Demosthenes asserts also that Olynthian women were given as a present 
by Philip to Philokrates (p. 386-440). The outrage which lie imputed 
(p. 401) to .iEschin@s and Phrynon in Macedonia, against the Olynthian 
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inaccurate probably as to names and details,1 yet illustrating 
the general hardships brought upon this once free Chalkidic 
population. 

Meanwhile the victor Philip was at the maximum of his 
glory. In commemoration of his conquests, he celebrated a 
splendid festival to the Olympian Zeus in Macedonia, with 
unbounded hospitality, and prizes of every sort, for matches and 
exhibitions, both gymnastic and poetical. His donations were 
munificent, as well to the Grecian and Macedonian officers who 
had served him, as to the eminent poets or actors who pleased 
his taste. Satyrus the comic actor, refusing all presents for 
himself, asked and obtained from him the release of two young 
women taken in Olynthus, daughters of his friend the Pydn~an 
Apollophanes, who had been one of the persons concerned in 
the death of Philip's elder brother Alexander. Satyrus an
nounced his intention not only of ensuring freedom to these 
young women, but likewise of providing portions for them and 
giving them out in marriage.2 Philip also found at Olynthus 
his two exi!.._:..:;_,_l-..nJC

1
_.._vLJ.H,.,J.o.)) nuv ua.U .:)\...J.V\..t\..1 a.;:, 1-'J.\ • .-l,\,..Al.i:l J.\./.1. LU.C 

war-and put ooth of them to death.3 

It has already been stated that Athens had sent to Olynthus 
more than one considerable reinforcement, especially during the 
last year of the war. Though we are ignorant what these 
expeditions achieved, or even how much was their exact force, 
we find reason to suspect that they were employed by Chares 
and other generals to no good purpose. The opponents of 
Chares accused him, as well as Deiares and other mercenary 
chiefs, of having wasted the naval and military strength of the 
city in idle enterprises or rapacious extortions upon the traders 
of the JEgean. They summed up rsoo talents and rso triremes 
thus lost to Athens, besides widespread odium incurred among 
the islanders by the unjust contributions levied upon them to 
enrich the general.4 In addition to this disgraceful ill-success, 
woman-is not to be received as a fact, since it is indignantly denied by 
.iEschines (Fals. Leg. init. and p. 48). Yet it is probably but too faithful 
a ~icture of real deeds, committed by others, if not by .iEschines. 

The story of the old man of Olynthus (Seneca, Controv. v. ro) bought 
by Parrhasius the painter and tortured in order to form a subject for a 
painting of the suffering Prometheus-is more than doubtful; since Par
rhasius, already in high repute as a painter before 400 B.C. (see Xenoph. 
Mem. iii. ro), can hardly have been still flourishing in 347 B.C. It dis
closes, however, at least, one of the many forms of slave-suffering occasion-
alll realised. · 

DemQStb. Fals. Leg. p. 384-401 ; Diodor. xvi. 55· 
3 Justin, viii. 3· · 
4 JEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 37, c. 24. 
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came now the fearful ruin in Olynthus and Chalkidike, and the 
great aggrandisement of their enemy Philip. The loss of 
Olynthus, with the miserable captivity of its population, would 
have been sufficient of themselves to excite powerful sentiment 
among the Athenians. But there was a further circumstance 
which came yet more home to their feelings. Many of their 
own citizens were serving in Olynthus as an auxiliary garrison, 
and had now become captives along with the rest.1 No such 
calamity as this had befallen Athens for a century past, since 
the defeat of Tolmides at Koroneia in Bceotia. The whole 
Athenian people, and especially the relations of the captives, 
were full of agitation and anxiety, increased by alarming news 
from other quarters. The conquest threatened the security of 
all the Athenian possessions in Lemnos, Imbros, and the Cher
sonese. This last peninsula, especially, was altogether unpro
tected against Philip, who was even reported to be on his 
march thither; insomuch that the Athenian settlers within 
it began to forsake their properties and transfer their families to 
Athens. Amidst the grief and apprehension which disturbed 
the Athenian mind, many special assemblies were held to dis
cuss suitable remedies. What was done, we are not exactly 
informed. But it seems that no one knew where the general 
Chares with his armament was ; so that it became necessary 
even for his friends in the assembly to echo the strong expres
sions of displeasure among the people, and to send a light 
vessel immediately in search of him.2 

The gravity of the crisis forced even Eubulus, and others 
among the statesmen hitherto languid in the war, to hold a 
more energetic language than before against Philip. De
nouncing him now as the common enemy of Greece,3 they 
proposed missions into Peloponnesus and elsewhere for the 
purpose of animating the Grecian states into confederacy against 
him. h:schines assisted strenuously in procuring the adoption 
of this proposition, and was himself named as one of the 
envoys into Peloponnesus. 4 

This able orator, immortalised as the rival of Demosthenes, 
has come before us hitherto only as a soldier in various 
Athenian expeditions-to Phlius in Peloponnesus (368)-to 
the battle of Mantineia (362)-and to Eubcea under Phokion 

1 JEschin~s, Fals Leg. p. 30. 
B Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 435· 

<f>t71.£7r7rtp, l<al ICa'Ta 'Tfilll wa(owv 
{3ovll.eu8at, &c. 

~ JEschin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 37· 
ICallv p.~v .. q; o1]p.rp ltaT'TIPW (you Eubulus) 

l!Jp.vvt:s, ~ p.1w 0.7roA.wAlvat tf>[A.nr7rov &;v 

4 Demosth. Fals. Leg. pp. 438, 439· 
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(349 B.c.); in which last he had earned the favourable notice of 
the general, and had been sent to Athens with the news of the 
victory at Tamyna'!. .lEschines was about six years older than 
Demosthenes, but born in a much humbler and poorer station. 
His father Atrometus taught to boys the elements of letters; 
his mother Glaukothea made a living by presiding over certain 
religious assemblies and rites of initiation, intended chiefly for 
poor communicants; the boy .lEschines assisting both one and 
the other in a menial capacity. Such at least is the statement 
which comes to us, enriched with various degrading details, on 
the doubtful authority of his rival Demosthenes; 1 who also 
affirms, what we may accept as generally true, that lEschines 
had passed his early manhood partly as an actor, partly as 
a scribe or reader to the official boards. For both .functions he 
possessed some natural advantages-an athletic frame, a power
ful voice, a ready flow of unpremeditated speech. After some 
years passed as scribe, in which he made himself useful to 
Eubulus and others, he was chosen public scribe to the assembly 
-acquired familiarity with the administrative and parliamentary 
business of the city-and thus elevated himself by degrees 
to influence as a speaker. In rhetorical power, he seems to 
have been surpassed only by Demo~thenes.2 

As envoy of Athens despatched under the· motion of Eubulus, 
lEschines proceeded into Peloponnesus in the spring of 34 7 ; 
others being sent at the same time to other Grecian cities. 
Among other places, he visited Megalopolis, where he was 
heard before the Arcadian collective assembly called the Ten 
Thousand. He addressed them in a strain of animated ex
hortation, adjuring them td combine with Athens for the defence 
of the liberties of Greece against Philip, and inveighing strenu
ously against those traitors who, in Arcadia as well as in other 
parts of Greece, sold themselves to the aggressor and paralysed 
all resistance. He encountered however much opposition from 
a speaker named Hieronymus, who espoused· the interest of 
Philip in the assembly: and though he professed to bring back 
some flattering hopes, it is certain that neither in Arcadia, nor 
elsewhere in Peloponnesus, was his influence of any real 
efficacy. s The 'strongest feeling among the Arcadians was fear 

1 Demosthenes affirms this at two distinct times-Fals. Leg. p. 415-431; 
De Corona, p. 313. 

Stechow (Vita .!Eschinis, p. I-zo) brings together the little which can be 
made out respecting .!Eschines. 

2 Dionys. Hal. De Adm. Vi Dicend. Demosth. p. 1063; Cicero, Orator, 
c. 9. 29. 

a Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 344-438; .IEschin. Fals. Leg. p. 38. The 
M. 2 
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and dislike of Sparta, which rendered them in the main 
indifferent, if not favourable, to the Macedonian successes. In 
returning from Arcadia to Athens, JEschines met the Arcadian 
Atrestidas, with the unhappy troop of Olynthian slaves 
following; a sight which so deeply affected the Athenian 
orator, that he dwelt upon it afterwards in his speech before the 
assembly with indignant sympathy; deploring the sad effects 
of Grecian dissension, and the ruin produced by Philip's 
combined employment of arms and corruption. 

JEschines returned probably about the middle of the summer 
of 34 7 B.c. Other envoys, sent to more distant cities, remained 
out longer; some indeed even until the ensuing winter. 
Though it appears that some envoys from other cities were 
induced in return to visit Athens, yet no sincere or hearty 
co-operation against Philip could be obtained in any part of 
Greece. While Philip, in the fulness of triumph, was cele
brating his magnificent Olympic festival in Macedonia, the 
Athenians were disheartened by finding that they could expect 
little support from independent Greeks, and were left to act 
only with their own narrow synod of allies. Hence Eubulus 
and JEschines became earnest partisans of peace, and Demo
sthenes also seems to have been driven by the general de
spondency into a willingness to negotiate. The two orators, 
though they afterwards became bitter rivals, were at this 
juncture not very discordant in seP'' On the other hand, 
the philippising speakers at Athens held a bolder tone than 
ever. As Philip found his ports greatly blocked up by the 
Athenian cruisers, he was likely to profit by his existing ascend
ency for the purpose of strengthening his naval equipments. 
Now there was no place so abundantly supplied as Athens, 
with marine stores and muniments for armed ships. Probably 
there were agents or speculators taking measures to supply 
Philip with these articles, and it was against them that a decree 
of the assembly was now directed, adopted on the motion of 
a senator named Timarchus-to punish with death all who 
should export from Athens to Philip either arms or stores for 
ships of war.1 This severe decree, however, was passed at the 

conduct of ..!Eschin@s at this juncture is much the same, as described by his 
rival, and as admitted by himself. It was in truth among the most honour
able epochs of his life. 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 433· This decree must have been proposed by 
Timarchus either towards the close of Olymp. 108, 1-or towards the be
ginning of the following year Olymp. 108, 2 ; that is, not long before, or 
not long after, Midsummer 347 B.C. But which of these two dates is to be 
preferred, is ma*r of controversy. Franke (Prolegom, ad ..!Eschin. cont. 
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same time that the disposition towards peace, if peace were 
attainable, was on the increase at Athens. 

Some months before the capture of Olynthus, ideas of peace 
had already been started, partly through the indirect overtures 
of Philip himself. During the summer of 348 s.c., the 
Eubreans had tried to negotiate an accommodation with 
Athens; the contest in Eubrea, though we know no particulars 
of it, having never wholly ceased for the last year and a half. 
Nor does it appear that any peace was even now concluded; 
for Eubrea is spoken of as under the dependence of Philip 
during the ensuing year.l The Eubrean envoys, however, inti
mated that Philip had desired them to communicate from him 
a wish to finish the war and conclude peace with Athens.2 
Though Philip had at this time conquered the larger portion of 
Chalkidike, and was proceeding successfully against the re
mainder, it was still his interest to detach Athens from the war, 
if he could. Her manner of carrying on war was indeed faint 
and slack; yet she did him much harm at sea, and she was the 
only city competent to organise an extensive Grecian con
federacy against him; which, though it had not yet been 
brought about, was at least a possible contingency under her 
presidency. 

An Athenian of influence named Phrynon had been captured 

Timarchum, p. xxxviii.-xli.) thinks that Timarchus was senator in Olymp. 
108, l-and proposed the decree then; he supposes the oration of A!:schines 
to have been delivered in the beginning of Olymp. 108, 3-and that the 
expression (p. I I) announcing Tim arch us as having been senator " the year 
before" (7r~pu1Tt11), is to be construed loosely as signifying "the year but one 
before.'' 

Mr. Clinton, Boeckh, and Westermann, suppose the oration of JEschines 
against Timarchus to have been delivered in Olymp. 108, 4-not in 
Olymp. 108, 3· On that supposition, if we take the word .,..lpvuw in its 
usual sense, Timarchus was senator in Io8, 3· Now it is certai11 that he 
did not propose the decree forbidding the export of naval stores to Philip, 
at a date so late as 108, 3 ; because the peace with Philip was concluded in 
Elaphebolion Olymp. Io8, 2 (March 346 B.c.). But the supposition might 
be admissible, that Timarchus was senator in two different years-both in 
Olymp. 108, I, and in Olymp. 108, 3 (not in two consecutive years). In 
that case, the senatorial year of Timarchus, to which JEschines alludes 
(cont. Timarch. p. II) would be Olymp. I08, 3; while the other senatorial 
year in which Timarchus moved the degree prohibiting export, would be 
Olymp. I08, I. 

Nevertheless, I agree with the views of Bohnecke (Forschungen, p. 
294), who thinks that the oration was delivered Olymp. Io8, 3-and that 
Timarchus had been senator and had proposed the decree prohibiting 
export of stores to Philip, in the year preceding-that is, Olymp. 108, 2; 
at the .beginning of the year-Midsummer 347 B.C. 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 348-445. 2 iEschin. Fa!~. Leg. p. 29. 
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by Philip's cruisers, during the truce of the Olympic festival in 
348 B.C. : after a certain detention, he procured from home the 
required ransom and obtained his release. On returning to 
Athens, he had sufficient credit to prevail on the public assem
bly to send another citizen along with him, as public envoy 
from the city to Philip; in order to aid him in getting back his 
ransom, which he alleged to have been wrongfully demanded 
from one captured during the holy truce. Thou~h this seems 
a strange proceeding during mid-war, 1 yet the Athenian public 
took up the case with sympathy; Ktesiphon was named envoy, 
and went with Phrynon to Philip, whom they must have found 

~aged in the war against Olynthus. Being received in the 
t.' Jst courteous manner, they not only obta"ned restitution of 

t· : ransom, but were completely won over by Philip. With his 
u Jal good policy, he had seized the opportunity of gaining (we 
may properly say, of bribing, since the restoration of ransom 
was substantially a bribe) two powerful Athenian citizens, whom 
he now sent back to Athens as his pronounced partisans. 

Phrynon and Ktesiphon, on their return, expatiated warmly 
on the generosity of Philip, and reported much about his 
flattering expressions towards Athens, and his reluctance to 
continue the war against her. The public assembly being 
favourably disposed, a citizen named Philokrates, who now 
comes before us for the first time, proposed a decree, granting 
to IJhilip leave to send a herald and envoys, if he chose, 
to treat for peace; which was what Philip was anxious to 
do, according to the allegation of Ktesiphon. The decree 
was passed unanimously in the assembly, but the mover 
Philokrates was impeached some time afterwards before the 
Dikastery, as for an illegal proposition, by a citizen named 
Lykinus. On the cause coming to trial, the Dikastery pro
nounced an acquittal so triumphant, that Lykinus did not even 

1 There is more than one singularity in the narrative given by h:schin~s 
about Phrynon. The complaint of Phrynon implies an assumption, that 
the Olympic truce suspended the operations of war everywhere throughout 
Greece, between belligerent Greeks. But such was not the maxim recog
nised or acted on; so far as we know the operations of warfare. V"'mel 
(l'roleg. ad Demosth. De Pace, p. 246), feeling this difficulty, understands 
the Olympic truce, here mentioned, to refer to the Olympic festival cele
brated by Philip himself in Macedonia, in the sprin:,: or summer of 347 B.c. 
This would remove the difficulty about the effect of the truce; for Philip of 
course would respect his own proclaimed truce. But it is liable to another 
objection; that JEschin~s plainly indicates the capture of Pbrynon to have 
been anterior to the fall of Olynthus. Besides, h:schinl!s would hardly use 
the words~~~ Tai's 'OA.up:zrucai't O""Jrovaai's, without any special addition, to signify 
the Macedonian.games. 
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obtain the fifth part of the suffrages. Philokrates being so 
sick as to be unable to do justice to his own case, Demo
sthenes stood forward as his supporter, and made a long speech 
in his favour.l 

The motion of Philokrates determined nothing positive, 
and only made an opening ; of which, however, it did not 
suit Philip's purpose to avail himself. But we see that ideas 
of peace had been thrown out by some persons at Athens, 
even during the last months of the Olynthian war, and while 
a body of Athenian citizens were actually assisting Olynthus 
against the besieging force of Philip. Presently arrived the 
terrible news of the fall of Olynthus, and of the captivity of 
the Athenian citizens in garrison there. While this great alarm 
(as has been already stated) gave birth to new 'missions for 
anti-Macedonian alliances, it enlisted on the side of peace all 
the friends of those captives whose lives were now in Philip's 
hands. The sorrow thus directly inflicted on many private 
families, together with the force of individual sympathy widely 
diffused among the citizens, operated powerfully upon the 
decisions of the public assembly. A century before, the Athe
nians had relinquished all their acquisitions in Bceotia, in order 
to recover their captives taken in the defeat of Tolmides at 
Koroneia; and during the Peloponnesian war, the policy of 
the Spartans had been chiefly guided for three or four years by 
the anxiety to ensure the restoration of the captives of Sphak
teria. Moreover, several Athenians of personal consequence 
were taken at Olynthus ; among them, Eukratus and Iatrokles. 
Shortly after the news arrived, the relatives of these two men, 

1 1Eschin€s, Fals. Leg. p. 30, c. 7; cont. Ktesiph. p. 63. Our know
ledge of these events is derived almost wholly from one, or other, or both, 
of the two rival orators, in their speeches delivered four or five years after
wards, on the trial De Fals1l Legatione. Demosthen€s seeks to prove that 
before the embassy to Macedonia, in which he and .tEschines were jointly 
concerned-.tEschin€s was eager for continued war against Philip, and only 
became the partisan of Philip during and after the embassy. 1Eschin€s 
does not deny that he made efforts at that juncture to get up more effective 
war against Philip; nor is the fact at all dishonourable to him. On the 
other hand, he seeks to prove against Demosthenes, that he (Demosthenes) 
was at that time both a partisan of peace with Philip, and a friend of 
Philokrates to whom he afterwards became so bitterly opposed. For this 
purpose .tEschines adverts to the motion of Philokrates about permitting 
Philip to send envoys to Athens-and the speech of Demosthenes in the 
Dikastery in favour of Philokrates. 

It would prove nothing discreditable to Demostheni!s if both these 
allegations were held to be correct. The motion of Philokrates was 
altogether indefinite, pledging Athens to nothing ; and Demosthen~s might 
well think it unreasonable to impeach a statesman for such a motion. 
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presented themselves before the assembly in the solemn guise 
of suppliants, deposited an olive branch on the altar hard by, 
and entreated that care might be had for the safety of their 
captive kinsmen.1 This touching appeal, echoed as it would 
be by the cries of so many other citizens in the like distress, 
called forth unanimous sympathy in the assembly. Both Philo
krates and Demosthenes spoke in favour of it ; Demosthenes 
probably, as having been a strenuous advocate of the war, was 
the more anxious to show that he was keenly alive to so much 
individual suffering. It was resolved to open indirect negotiations 
with Philip for the release of the captives, through some of the 
great tragic and comic actors ; who, travelling in the exercise of 
their profession to every city in Greece, were everywhere regarded 
in some sort as privileged persons. One of these, N eoptolemus, 2 

had already availed himself of his favoured profession and 
liberty of transit to assist in Philip's intrigues and correspond
ences at Athens ; another, Aristodemus, was also in good 
esteem with Philip; both were probably going to Macedonia 
to take part in the splendid Olympic festival there preparing. 
They were charged to make application, and take the best 
steps in their power, for the safety or release of the captives. 3 

It would appear that these actors were by no means expe
ditious in the performance of their mission. They probably 
spent some time in their professional avocations in Macedonia; 

1 h:schin@s, Fals. Leg. P· 30, c. 8. '1"11"0 a< 'I'OUS c.iJTOUs xp&vous 
"Oll.uvOos ;jli.Cd, ICal '!l"oll.ll.ol 'I'WV flp.eTJp.,v i'YICaTell.fJ</>01JrTav 'li"Oli.LTwv, &v i\v 
'la;Tpo1Cll.-ljs ICal E!i1Cpct'I'OS. ·-r ... ~p a< TOV'I'CdV ll<e'1'1Jpla;v elvTes ol oliCeLOI, 
iaJoVTO flp.wv i'li"Lp.,ll.elctV '11"01fJrTarT0a;L. '11"apeli.80VTES a' ctb'I'OLS ITUV1J"'t0pouv 
<I>Lli.OICpdT'f/S ICctltinp.orrMvns, all.ll.' OOIC Alrrxlvns. 

To illustrate the effect of this impressive ceremony upon the Athenian 
assembly, we may recall the memorable scene mentioned by Xenophon 
and Diodorus (Xen. Hell. i. 7, 8; Diodor. xiii. ror) after the battle of 
Arginusre, when the relatives of the warriors who had perished on board of 
the foundered ships presented themselves before the assembly with shaven 
heads and in mourning garb. Compare also, about presentments of sq]emn 
supplication to the assembly, Demosthenes, De Coron!l, p. 262-witli the 
note of Dissen; and h:schines contra Timarchum, p. g, c. 13. 

II Demosth. De Pace, p. 58. 
s h:schines (Fals. Leg. p. 30, c. 8) mentions only Aristodemus. But 

from various passages in the oration of Demosthen@s (De Fals. Leg. pp. 
344, 346, 371, 443), we gather that the actor Neoptolemus must have been 
conjoined with him; perhaps also the Athenian Ktesiphon, though this is 
less certain. Demosthenes mentions Aristodemus again, in the speech De 
Coronil. (p. 232 }, as the first originator of the peace. 

Demosthenes (De Pace, p. 58) had, even before this, denounced Neo
ptolemus as playing a corrupt game for the purposes of Philip at Athens. 
Soon after the peace, Neoptolemus sold up all his property at Athens, and 
went to reside in Macedonia. 
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and Aristodemus, not being a responsible envoy, delayed some 
time even after his return before he made any report. That 
his mission had not been wholly fruitless, however, became 
presently evident from the arrival of the captive Iatrokles, 
whom Philip had released without ransom. The Senate then 
summoned Aristodemus before them, inviting him to make a 
general report of his proceedings ; which he did, first before 
the Senate-next before the public assembly. He affirmed 
that Philip had entertained his propositions kindly, and that 
he was in the best dispositions towards Athens ; desirous not 
only to be at peace with her, but even 'to be admitted as her 
ally. Demosthenes, then a senator, moved a vote of thanks 
and a wreath to Aristodemus.1 

This report, as far as we can make out, appears to have been 
made about September or October 34 7 B.c. ; .LEschines, and the 
other roving commissioners sent out by Athens to raise up anti-
Macedonian ·coiPJ-' · ..., 
disheartening .::. ... 1ouncements of refusal or lukewarmness. 
And there occurred also about the same time in Phokis and 
Thermopylre, other events of grave augury to Athens, showing 
that the Sacred War and the contest between the Phokians and 
Thebans was turning-as all events had turned for the last ten 
years-to the further aggrandisement of Philip. 

During the preceding two years, the Phokians, now under 
the command of Phalrekus in place of Phayllus, had maintained 
their position against Thebes-had kept possession of the 
Boeotian towns Orchomenus, Koroneia, and Korsia-and were 
still masters of Alponus, Thronium, and Nikrea, as well as of 
the important pass of Thermopylre adjoining. 2 But though 
on the whole successful in regard to Thebes, they had fallen 
into dissension among themselves. The mercenary force, 
necessary to their defence, could only be maintained by con
tinued appropriation of the Delphian treasures; an appropria
tion. becoming from year to year both less lucrative and more 
odious. By successive spoliation of gold and silver ornaments, 
the temple is said to have been stripped of ro,ooo talents 
( = about £2,3oo,ooo), all its available wealth; so that the 
Phokian leaders were now reduced to dig for an unauthenticated 
treasure, supposed (on the faith of a verse in the Iliad, as well 
as on other grounds of surmise) to lie concealed beneath its 
stone floor. Their search however wasnot only unsuccessful, 

1 h:schin. Fals. Leg. p. 30, c. 8. 
2 Diodor. xvi. 58; Demosth. Fals. Leg. P,1 385-387; .lEschines, Fals. 

Leg. p. 45, c. 41. 
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but arrested, as we are told, by violent earthquakes, significant 
of the anger of Apollo. I 

As the Delphian treasure became less and less, so the means 
of Phalrekus to pay troops and maintain ascendency declined. 
While the foreign mercenaries relaxed in their obedience, his 
opponents in Phokis manifested increased animosity against his 
continued sacrilege. So greatly did these opponents increase 
in power, that they deposed Phalrekus, elected Deinokrates 
with two others in his place, and instituted a strict inquiry into 
the antecedent appropriation of the Delphian treasure. Gross 
peculation was found to have been committed for the profit 
of individual leaders, especially one named Phil on; who, on 
being seized and put to the torture, disclosed the names of 
several accomplices. These men were tried, compelled to 
refund, and ultimately put to death. 2 Phah:ekus however still 
retained his ascendencv (wer the mercenaries, about 8ooo in 
number, so as to hold.'fhermopylre and the places adjacent, 
and even presently to be reappointed general. 3 

Such intestine dispute, combined with the gradual exhaustion 
of the temple funds, sensibly diminished the power of the 
Phokians. Yet they still remained too strong for their enemies 
the The bans; who, deprived of Orchomenus and Koroneia, 
impoverished by mi!:tary efforts of nine years, and unable to 
terminate the contest '··· their own force, resolved to invoke 
foreign aid. At1 opportunity might perhaps have been obtained 
for closing the war by some compromise, if it had been possible 
uuw to bring about an accommodation between Thebes and 
Athens; which some of the philo-The ban orators (Demo
sthenes seemingly among them) attempted, under the preva
lent uneasiness about Philip. 4 But the adverse sentiments 
in both cities, especially in Thebes, were found invincible; 
and the Thebans, little anticipating consequences, determined 
to invoke the ruinous intervention of the conqueror of 
Olynthus. The Thessalians, already valuable allies of Philip, 
joined them in soliciting him to crush the Phokians, and 
to restore the ancient Thessalian privilege of the Pylrea 
(or regular yearly Amphiktyonic meeting at Thermopylre) 

1 Diodor. xvi. 56. 2 Diodor. xvi. 56, 57· 
" iEschin. :Fals. Leg. p. 62, c. 41 ; Diodor. xvi. 59· 4>&!\auwv, ... &xw 

T !is rrTpaT'1/1'{as -iJ!•wp.lvov, &c. 
4 lEschines cont. Ktesiph. p. 73, c. 44; TJemosth. De Corona, p. 231. 

Dcmosthenes, in his oration De Coronft, spoken many years after lhe facts, 
affirms the contingency of alliance between Athens and Thebes at this 
juncture, as having been much more probable than he ventures to state it 
in the earlier speech De Falsa Legatione. 
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which the Phokians had suppressed during the last ten years. 
This joint prayer for intervention was preferred in the name of 
the Delphian god, investing Philip with the august character 
of champion of the Amphiktyonic assembly, to rescue the 
Delphian temple from its sacrilegious plunderers. · 

The king of Macedon, with his past conquests and his well
known spirit of aggressive enterprise, was now a sort of present 
Deity, ready to lend force to all the selfish ambition, or blind 
fear and antipathy, prevalent among the discontented fractions 
of the Hellenic world. While his intrigues had procured 
numerous partisans even in the centre of Peloponnesus-as 
..tEschines, on return from his mission, had denounced, not 
having yet himself enlisted in the number-he was now 
furnished with a pious pretence, and invited by powerful cities, 
to penetrate into the heart of Greece, within its last line of 
common defence, Thermopyhe. 

The application of the Thebans to Philip excited much 
alarm in Phokis. A Macedonian army under Parmenio did 
actually enter Thessaly-where we find them, three months 
later, besieging Halus.1 Reports seem to have been spread, 
about September 34 7 B.C., that the Macedonians were about to 
march to Thermoplyce; upon which the Phokians took alarm, 
and sent envoys to Athens as well as to Sparta, entreating aid 
to enable them to hold the pass, and offering to deliver up the 
three important towns near it-Alp6nus, Thronium, and Nikcea. 
So much were the Athenians alarmed by the message, that they 
not only ordered Proxenus, their general at Oreus, to take 
immediate possession of the pass, but also passed a decree to 
equip fifty triremes, and to send forth their military citizens 
under thirty years of age, with an energy like that displayed 
when they checked Philip before at the saine place. 13ut it 
appears that the application had been made by the party in 
Phokis opposed to Phalrekus. So vehemently did that chief 
resent the proceeding, that he threw the Phokian envoys into 
prison on their return ; refusing to admit either Proxenus or 
Archidamus into possession ofThermopylre, and even dismissing 
without recognition the Athenian heralds, who came in their 
regular rounds to proclaim the solemn truce o( the Eleusinian 
mysteries.2 This proceeding on the part ofPhalcekus was dictated 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 392. 
2 .IEschin@s, Fals. Leg. p. 46, c. 41. It is this notice of the p.utr'T11P'd,.,.,1ies 

tr1Tovoa.l which serves as indication of time for the event. The Eleusinian 
mysteries were celebrated in the month Boedromion (September). These 
events took place in September 347 B.C. Olymp. roS, 2-the archonship of 
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seemingly by jealousy of Athens and Sparta, and by fear that 
they would support the party opposed to him in Phokis. It could 
not have originated (as JEschines alleges) in supejior confi
dence and liking towards Philip ; for if Phalrekus had enter
tained such sentiments, he might have admitted the Macedonian 
troops at once; which he did not do until ten months later, 
under the greatest pressure of circumstances. 

Such insulting repudiation of the aid tendered by Proxenus 
at Thermopylre, combined with the distracted state of parties 
in Phokis, menaced Athens with a new embarrassment. Though 
Phalrekus still held the pass, his conduct had been such as to 
raise doubts whether he might not treat separately with Philip. 
Here was another circumstance operating on Athens-besides 
the refusal of co-operation from other Greeks and the danger 
of her captives at Olynthus-to dishearten her in the prosecu
tion of the war, and to strengthen the case of those who advocated 
peace. It was a circumstance the more weighty because it 
really involved the question of safety or exposure to her own 
territory, through the opening of the pass of Thermopylre. It 
was here that she was now under the necessity of keeping 
watch; being thrown on the defensive for her own security 
at home-not, as before, stretching out a long arm for the 
prorection of distant possessions such as the Chersonese, or 
distant allies such as the Olynthians. So speedily had the 
p • .!dictions of Demosthenes been realised, that if the Athenians 
refused to carry on strenuous war against Philip on his coast, 
they would bring upon themselves the graver evil of having to 
resist him on or near their own frontier. 

The maintenance of freedom in the Hellenic world against 
the extra-Hellenic invader, now turned once more upon the 
pass of Thermopylre; as it had turned 133 years before, during 
the onward march of the Persian Xerxes. 

To Philip, that pass was of incalculable importance. It was 

Themistokl~s at Athens. There is also a further indication of time given 
by .IEschin@s; that the event happened before he was nominated envoy-
7rplv ~~~-~ x••POTOII7)8'il"a• 7rp«rf3<vTf)v (p. 46, c. 41 ). This refutes the sup
position ofVremel (Proleg. ad Demosth. De Pace, p. 255), who refers the 
proceeding to the following month Elaphebolion (March), on the ground of 
some other words of .IEschines, intimating "that the news reached Athens 
while the Athenians were deliberating about the peace." Bi:ihnecke, too, 
supposes that the mysteries here alluded to are the lesser mysteries, cele
brated in Anthesterion-not the greater, which belong to Boedromion. 
This supposition appears to me improbable and unnecessary. We may 
reasonably believe that there were many discussions on the peace at 
Athens, before the envoys were actually nominated. Some of these 
debates may well have taken place in the month Boedromion. 
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his only road into Greece ; it could not be forced by any land
army ; while at sea the Athenian fleet was stronger than his. 
In spite of the general remissness of Athens in warlike under
takings, she had now twice manifested her readiness for a 
vigorous effort to maintain Thermopylre against him. To 
become master of the position, it was necessary that he should 
disarm Athens by concluding peace-keep her in ignorance or 
delusion as to his real purposes-prevent her from conceiving 
alarm or sending aid to Thermopylre-and then overawe or 
buy off the isolated Phokians. How ably and cunningly 
his diplomacy was managed for this purpose, will presently 
appear. 1 

On the other hand, to Athens, to Sparta, and to the general 
cause of Pan-Hellenic independence, it was of capital moment 
that Philip should be kept on the outside of Thermopylre. 

1 It is at this juncture, in trying to make out the diplomatic transactions 
between Athens and Philip, from the summer of 347 to that of 346 D. C.
that we find ourselves plunged amidst the contradictory assertions of the 
two rival orators-Demosthenl!s and .IEschinl!s; with very little of genuine 
historical authority to control them. In 343-342 B. c., Demosthenes im
peached .IEschines for corrupt betrayal of the interest of Athens in the 
second of his three embassies to Philip (in 346 B.c.). The long harangue 
(De Fals!t Legatione), still remaining, wherein his charge stands embodied, 
enters into copious details respecting the peace with its immediate ante
cedents and consequents. We possess also the speech delivered by JEschi
ni!s, in his own defence, and in counter-accusation of Demosthenes ; a 
speech going over the same ground, suitably to his own purpose and point 
of view. Lastly, we have the two speeches, delivered several years later 
(in 330 B.C.), of JEschini!s in prosecuting Ktesiphon, and of Demosthenes 
in defending him ; ·wherein the conduct of Demosthenes as to the peace of 
346 B. c. again becomes matter of controversy. All these harangues are 
interesting, not merely as eloquent compositions, but also from the striking 
conception which they impart of the living sentiment and controversy of 
the time. But when we try to extract from them real and authentic matter 
of history, they become painfully embarrassing; so glaring are the con
tradictions not only between the two rivals, but also between the earlier 
and later discourses of the same orator himself, especially AJ:schines ; so 
evident is the spirit of perversion, so unscrupulous are the manifestations of 
hostile feeling on both sides. We can place little faith in the allegations 
of either orator against the other, except where some collateral grounds of 
fact or probability can be adduced in confirmation. But the allegations of 
each as to matters which do not make against the other, are valuable; even 
the misrepresentations, since we have them on both sides, will sometimes 
afford mutual correction : and we shall often find it practicable to detect a 
basis of real matter of fact which one or both may seek to pervert, but 
which neither can venture to set aside, or ,~:an keep wholly out of sight. It 
is indeed deeply to be lamented that we know little of the history except so 
much as it suits the one or the other of these rival orators, each animated 
by purposes totally at variance with that of-the historian, to make known 
either by direct notice or oblique allusion. 
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And here Athens had more at stake than the rest ; since not 
merely her influence abroad, but the safety of her own city and 
territory against invasion, was involved in the question. The 
Thebans had already invited the presence of Philip, himself 
always ready even without invitation, to come within the pass ; 
it was the first interest, as well as the first duty, of Athens, tu 
counterwork them, and to keep him out. With tolerable 
prudence, her guarantee of the pass might have been made 
effective; but we shall find her measures ending only in shame 
and disappointment, through the flagrant improvidence, and 
apparent corruption, of her own negotiators. 

The increasing discouragement as to war, and yearning for 
peace, which prevailed at Athens during the summer and 
autumn of 347 B.c., has been already described. We may be 
sure that the friends of the captives taken at Olynthus would 
be importunate in demanding peace, because there was no 
..,cner way of procuring their release; since Philip did not 
choose to exchange them for money, reserving them as an 
item in political negotiation. At length, about the month of 
November, the public assembly decreed that envoys should be 
sent to Philip to ascertain on what conditions peace could be 
made ; ten Athenian envoys, and one from the synod of 
confederate allies, sitting at Athens. The mover of the decree 
was l:'hilokrates, the same who had moved the previous decree 
permitting Philip to send envoys if he chose. Of this per
mission Philip had not availed himself, in spite of all that the 
philippisers at Athens had alleged about his anxiety for peace 
and alliance with the city. It suited his purpose to have the 
negotiations carried on in Macedonia, where he could act 
better upon the individual negotiators of Athens. 

The decree having been passed in the assembly, ten envoys 
were chosen-Philokrates, Demosthenes, A~schines, Ktesiphon, 
Phrynon, Iatrokles, Derkyllus, Kimon, Nausikles, and Aristo
demus the actor. Aglaokreon of Tenedos was selected to 
accompany them, as representative of the allied synod. Of 
these envoys, Ktesiphon, Phrynon, and Iatrokles had already 
been gained over as partisans by Philip, while in Macedonia; 
moreover Aristodemus was a person to whom, in his histrionic 
profession, the favour of Philip was more valuable than the 
interests of Athens. ~schines was proposed by Nausikles; 
Demosthenes, by Philokrates the mover.1 Though Demo
sthenes had been before so earnest in advocating vigorous 

1 JEschin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 30, s. 9, p. 3r, c. ro, p. 34, c. 20; Argu
mentum ii. ad Demosth. Fals. Leg. 
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prosecution of the war, it does not appear that he was now 
adverse to the opening of negotiations. Had he been ever so 
adverse, he would probably have failed in obtaining even a 
hearing, in the existing temper of the public mind. He thought 
indeed that Athens inflicted so much damage on her enemy by 
ruining the Macedonian maritime commerce, that she was not 
under the necessity of submitting to peace on bad or humiliating 
terms.1 But still he did not oppose the overtures, nor did his 
opposition begin until afterwards, when he saw the turn which 
the nego~iations were taking. Nor, on the other hand, was 
.tEschines as yet suspected of a leaning towards Philip. Both 
he and Demosthenes obeyed, at this moment, the impulse 
of opinion generally prevalent at Athens. Their subsequent 
discordant views and bitter rivalry grew out of the embassy 
itself; out of its result and the behaviour of .tEschines. 

The eleven envoys were appointed to visit Philip, not with 
any power of concluding peace, but simply to discuss with him 
and ascertain on what terms peace could be had. So much 
is certain ; though we do not possess the original decree under 
which they were nominated. Having sent before them a 
herald to obtain a safe-conduct from Philip, they left Athens 
about December, 347 B.c., and proceeded by sea to Oreus on 
the northern coast of Eubcea, where they expected to meet the 
returning herald. Finding that he had not yet come back, 
they crossed the strait at once, without waiting for him, into 
the Pagasa:!an Gulf, where Parmenio with a Macedonian army 
was then besieging Hal us. To him they notified· their arrival, 
and received permission· to pass on, first to Pagasa:!, next to 
Larissa. Here they met their own returning herald, under 
whose safeguard they pursued their journey to Pella.2 

Our information respecting this (first) embassy proceeds 
almost wholly from .tEschines. He tells us that Demosthenes 
was, from the very day of setting out, intolerably troublesome 
both to him and his brother envoys ; malignant, faithless, and 
watching for such matters as might be turned against them in 
the way of accusation afterwards; lastly, boastful, even to 
absurd excess, of his own powers of eloquence. In Greece, it 
was the usual habit to transact diplomatic business, like other 
political matters, publicly before the governing number-the 
council, if the constitution happened to be oligarchical-the 
general assembly, if democratical. Pursuant to this habit, the 
envoys were called upon to appear before Philip in his full 

1 Demosth. Fals: Leg. p. 442. Compare pp. 369, 387, 39i:. 
2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 392. 
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pomp and state., and there address to him formal harangues 
(either by one or more of their number as they chose), setting 
forth the case of Athens; after which Philip would deliver his 
reply in the like publicity, either with his own lips or by those 
of a chosen minister. The Athenian envoys resolved among 
themselves, that when introduced, each of them should address 
Philip, in the order of seniority ; Demosthenes being the 
youngest of the Ten, and JEschines next above him. Accord
ingly, when summoned before Philip, Ktesiphon, the oldest 
envoy, began with a short address ; the other seven followed 
with equal brevity, while the stress of the business was left to 
JEschines and Demosthenes.1 

JEschines recounts in abridgement to the Athenians, with 
much satisfaction, his own elaborate harangue, establishing the 
right of Athens to Amphipolis, the wrong done by Philip in 
taking it and holding it against her, and his paramount 
obligation to make restitution-but touching upon no other 
subject whatever.2 He then proce~ .s to state-probably with 
yet greater satisfaction-that Demo~.henes, who followed next, 
becoming terrified and confused, utterly broke down, forgot his 
prepared speech, and was obliged to stop short, in spite of 
courteous encouragements from Philip.8 Gross failure, after 
full preparation, on the part of the greatest orator of ancient 
or modern times, appears at first hearing so incredible, that 
we are disposed to treat it as pure fabrication of his opponent. 
Yet I incline to believe that the fact was substantially as 
JEschines states it; and that Demosthenes was partially 
divested of his oratorical powers by finding himself not only 
speaking before the enemy whom he had so bitterly denounced, 
but surrounded by all the evidences of Macedonian power, and 
doubtless exposed to unequivocal marks of well-earned hatred, 
from those Macedonians who took less pains than Philip to 
disguise their real feelings. 4 

Having dismissed the envoys after their harangues, and 
taken a short time for consideration, Philip recalled them into 
his presence. He then delivered his reply with his own lips, 
combating especially the arguments of JEschines, and according 
to that orator, with such pertinence and presence of mind, as 
to excite the admiration of all the envoys, Demosthenes among 

1 JEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 31, c. ro, II. 
2 JEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 31, c. r r. 
8 JEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 32, c. 13, 14 
' JEschin@s, Fals. Leg. pp. 32, 33, c. 15. Demosthenes himself says 

little or nothing about this first embassy, and nothing at all either about 
his own speech or that of JEschines. 
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the rest. What Philip said, we do not learn from JEschines ; 
who expatiates only on the shuffling, artifice, and false pretences 
of Demosthenes, to conceal his failure as an orator, and to put 
himself on a point of advantage above his colleagues. Of these 
personalities it is impossible to say how much is true; and 
even were they true, they are scarcely matter of general history. 

It was about the beginning of March when the envoys 
returned to Athens. Some were completely fascinated by the 
hospitable treatment and engaging manners of Philip, 1 especiallY. 
when entertaining them at the banquet : with others he had 
come to an understanding at once more intimate and more 
corrupt. They brought back a letter from Philip, which was 
read both in the Senate and the assembly; while Demosthenes, 
senator of that year, not only praised them all in the Senate, 
but also became himself the mover of a resolution, that they 
should be crowned with a wreath of honour, and invited to 
dine next day in the prytaneium.2 

We have hardly any means of appreciating the real proceedings 
of this embassy, or the matters treated in discussion with 
Philip. JEschines tells us nothing, except the formalities of the 
interview, and the speeches about Am phi polis. But we shall at 
any rate do him no injustice, if we judge him upon his own 
account; which, if it does not represent what he actually did, 
represents what he wished to be thought to have done. His 
own account certainly shows a strange misconception of the 
actual situation of affairs. In order to justify himself for being 
desirous for peace, he lays consideraOle stress on the losing 
game which Athens had been playing during the war, and on 
the probability of yet further loss if she persisted. He com
pletes the cheerless picture by adding-what was doubtless 
but too familiar to his Athenian audience-that Philip on -his 
side, marching from one success to another, had raised the 
Macedonian kingdom to an elevation truly formidable, by the 

1 JEschin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 33, c. 17, 18. The effect of the manner and 
behaviour of Philip upon .Ktesiphon the envoy, is forcibly stated here by 
JEschin~s. 

2 .IEschin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 34, c. 19 ; Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 414. This 
vote of thanks, and invitation to dinner, appears to have been so uniform a 
custom, that Demosthenes (Fals. Leg. p. 350) comments upon the with· 
holding of the compliment, when the second embassy returned, as a 
disgrace without parallel. That Demosthen~s should have proposed a 
motion of such customary formality, is a fact of little moment any way. It 
rather proves that the relations of Demosthenes with his colleagues during 
the embassy, cannot have been so ill-tempered as JEschines had affirmed. 
Demosthenes himself adinits that he did not begin to suspect his colleagues 
until the debates at Athens after the return of this first embassy • 

• 
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recent extinction of Olynthus. Yet under this state of com
parative force between the two contending rarties, JEschines 
presents himself before Philip with a demand of exorbitant 
magnitude -fur the cession of Am phi polis. He says not a 
word about anything else. He delivers an eloquent harangue 
to convince Philip of the incontestable right of Athens to 
Amphipolis, and to prove to him that he was in the wrong 
for taking and keeping it. He affects to think, that by this 
process he should induce Philip to part with a town, the 
most capital and unparalleled position in all his dominions ; 
which he had now possessed for twelve years, and which placed 
him in communication with his new foundation Philippi and 
the auriferous region around it. The arguments of JEschines 
would have been much to the purpose, in an action tried between 
two litigants before an impartial Dikastery at Athens. But 
here were two belligerent parties, in a given ratio of strength 
and position as to the future, debating terms of peace. That 
an envoy on the part of Athens, the losing party, should now 
stand forward to demand from a victorious enemy the very 
place which formed the original cause of the war, and which 
had become far more valuable to Philip than when he first 
took it-was a pretension altogether preposterous. When 
JEschines reproduces his eloquent speech reclaiming Amphi
polis, as having been the principal necessity and most honour
able achievement of his diplomatic mission, he only shows 
how little qualified he was to render real service to Athens in 
that capacity-to say nothing as yet about corruption. The 
Athenian people, extremely retentive of past convictions, had 
it deeply impressed on their minds that Amphipolis was theirs 
by right; and probably the first envoys to Macedonia
Aristodemus, Neoptolemus, Ktesiphon, Phrynon,1 &c.-- -had 
been so cajoled by the courteous phrases, deceptions, and 
presents of Philip, that they represented him on their return 
as not unwilling to purchase friendship with Athens by the 
restoration of Amphipolis. To this delusive expectation in 
the Athenian mind h~schines addressed himself, when he took 
credit for his earnest pleading before Philip on behalf of 
Athenian right to the place, as if it were the sole purpose of his 
mission.2 We shall see him throughout, in his character of 

1 Dt:u.osth. Fals. Leg. p. 344· Compare p. 371. rous 71"epl T~s elpfwY/s 
wp6uj3Hs 7r~p.7rEfV &s <PiA.t1f'7roV brEtuOTrre irrr) ,ApttYToB1]!.J.ou teal NEo1TTo'A.~p.ov 
Kai KnwupwvTos, ~eal TWV /l.}l.ll.wv TWV JKii8ev a71"ayyeil.ii.OVTWV ouli' bnovv 
{ryds, &c. • 

2 Th~1 e is great contradiction between the two orators, JEschines and 
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envoy, not only fostering the actual delusions of the public at 
Athens, but even circulating gross fictions and impostures of 
his own, respecting the proceedings and purposes of Philip. 

It was on or about the first day of the month of Elaphe
bolion 1 (March) when the envoys reached Athens on returning 
from the court of Philip. They brought a letter from him 
couched in the most friendly terms; expressing great anxiety 
not only to be at peace with Athens, but also to become her 
ally; stating moreover that he was prepared to render he~; 
valuable service, and that he would' have specified more 
particularly what the service would be if he could have felf 
certain that he should be received as her ally.2 But in spite of 
such amenities of language, affording an occasion for his 
partisans in the assembly-h:schines, Philokrates, Ktesiphon, 
Phrynon, Iatrokles, and others-to expatiate upon his excellent 
dispositions-Philip would grant no better terms of peace than 
that each party should retain what they already possessed. 
Pursuant to this general principle, the Chersonesus was assured 
to Athens, of which JEschines appears to have made some 
boast.S Moreover, at the moment when the envoys were 
quitting Pella to return home, Philip was also leaving it at the 
head of his army on an expedition against Kersobleptes in 
Thrace. He gave a special pledge to the envoys that he would 
not attack the Chersonese until the Athenians should have 
had an opportunity of debating, accepting, or rejecting, the 
propositions of peace. His envoys, Antipater and Parmenio, 

Demosthenl!s, as to this speech of h:schinl!s before Philip respecting 
Amphipolis. Demosthenes represents h:schines as having said in this 
report to the people on his return, "I (h:schinl!s) said nothing about 
Amphipolis, in order that I might leave that subject fresh for Demosthenl!s," 
&c. • 

Compare Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 421 ; JEschines, Fals. Leg. pp. 33, 34, 
c. !8, 19,_ 21. 

As to this particular matter of fact, I incline to believe h:schines rather 
than his rival. He probably did make an eloquent speech about Am phi polis 
before Philip. 

1 The eighth day of Elaphebolion fell some little time after their arrival, 
so that possibly they may have even reached Athens on the last days of the 
month Anthesterion (h:schinl!s adv. Ktesiph. p. 63, c. 24). The reader 
will understand that the Grecian lunar months do not correspond precisely, 
but only approximatively, with ours. 

2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. pp. 353, 354· ••..• b 7"-P •1s Ttl" 7rpo.,.Jpa.v 
')lp&.l/Ja.s hrtuTolo..-{Jv, ~v i)vo')II<CX.p.<V f7p.<is, g.,., "t7pa.cp6v .,.• &.v ~~:al 
8<a.pp-{JOrJV, f7l>..{ICCX. vp.Cis <3 7ro.f)IJ'OJ, <1 €0 pO<IV I<CX.l ThV 11'vp.p.a.xla.V (J-01 ')I€V'I]IJ'O

(J-EV1/V," &c. Compare Pseudo-Demosth. De Halonneso, p. 85. h:schin~s 
alludes to this letter, Fa1s. Leg. p. 34, c. 21. 

3 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 365. 
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received orders to visit Athens with little delay; and a Mace
danian herald accompanied the Athenian envoys on their 
return .I 

Having ascertained on what terms peace could be had, the 
envoys were competent to advise the Athenian people, and 
prepare them for a definite conclusion, as soon as this Mace
danian mission should arrive. They first gave an account of 
their proceedings to the public assembly. Ktesiphon, the 
oldest, who spoke first, expatiated on the graceful presence 
and manners of Philip, as well as upon the charm of his 
Company in wine-drinking.2 h:schines dwelt upon his powerful 
and pertinent oratory ;-after which he recounted the principal 
occurrences of the journey, and the debate with Philip, 
intimating that in the previous understanding of the envoys 
among themselves, the duty of speaking about Amphipolis had 
been confided to Demosthenes, in case any point should have 
been omitted by the previous speakers. Demosthenes then 
made his own statement, in language (according to .iEschines) 
censorious and even insulting towards his colleagues; especially 
affirming that .iEschines in his vanity chose to preoccupy all 
the best points in his own speech, leaving none open for any 
one else.3 Demosthenes next proceeded to move various 
decrees ; one, to greet by libation the herald who had accom
panied them from Philip-and the Macedonian envoys who 
were expected ; another, providing that the prytanes should 
convene a special assembly on the eighth day of Elaphebolion 
(a day sacred to .iEsculapius, on which generally no public 
business was ever transacted), in order that if the envoys from 

1 JEschin@s, Fals. Leg. p. 39, c. 26; lEschines cont. Ktesiphont. p. 63, 
c. 23. 'lrap'T/"f"fE!I.il.e-ro ~· l'lr' ab-rbv (Kersobleptes) 11~11 t1"'rpa-rela, &c. 

2 JEschin@s, Fals. Leg. p. 34, c. 20. -rijs iv 'fo'is 'lr6-rats brto<~t6-r..,-ros
""~""''i" oewbs ;jv (c. 21). 

3 lEschines, Fals. Leg. pp. 34, 35, c. 21; Dem. Fals. Leg. p. 421. Yet 
lEschines, when describing the same facts in his oration against Ktesiphon 
(p. 62, c. 23), simply says that Demosthenes gave to the assembly an 
account of the proceedings of the first embassy, 'imilar to that given by 
the other envoys-Tab-ra -ro'is 1!.71.1\ots 'lrpt!u{3euw &"fll'"fEL!I.e, &c. 

The point noticed in the text (that Demosthenes charged lEschines with 
reluctance to let any one else have anything to say) is one which appears 
both in JEschines and Demosthenes, De Fals. Legat., and may therefore 
in the main be regarded as having really occurred. But probably the 
statement made by Demosthenes to the people as to the proceedings of the 
embassy, was substantially the same as that of his colleagues. For though 
the later oration of JEschin@s is, in itself, less trustworthy evidence than the 
earlier-yet when we find two different statements of lEschin@s respecting 
Demosthen~s, we may reasonably presume that the one which is least 
unfavourable is the most credible of the two. 
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Macedonia had then arrived, the people might discuss without 
delay their political relations with Philip ; a third, to commend 
the behaviour of the Athenian envoys (his colleagues and 
himself), and to invite them to dinner in the prytaneium. 
Demosthenes further moved in the Senate, that when Philip's 
envoys came, they should be accommodated with seats of 
honour at the Dionysiac festival.l 

Presently these Macedonian envoys-Antipater, Parmenio, 
and Eurylochus-arrived; yet not early enough to allow the 
full debate to take place on the assembly of the eighth of 
Elaphebolion. Accordingly (as it would seem, in that very 
assembly), Demosthenes proposed and carried a fresh decree, 
fixing two later days for the special assemblies to discuss peace 
and alliance with Macedonia. The days named were, the 
eighteenth and nineteenth days of the current month Elaphe
bolion (March); immediately after the Dionysiac festival and 
the assembly in the temple of Dionysus which followed upon 
it. 2 At the same time Demosthenes showed g~eat personal 
civility to the Macedonian envoys, inviting them to a splendid 
entertainment, and not only conducting them to <their place of 
honour at the Dionysiac festival, but also providing for them 
comfortable seats and cushions. 3 

Besides the public assembly held by the Athenians them
selves, to receive report from their ten envoys returned out of 
Macedonia, the synod of Athenian confederates was also 
assembled, to hear the report of Aglaokreon, who had gone as 
their representative along with the Ten. This synod agreed to 
a resolution, important in reference to the approaching debate 
in the Athenian assembly, yet unfortunately nowhere given to 
us entire, but only in partial and indirect notice from the two 
rival orators. It has been already mentioned, that since the 
capture of Olynthus, the Athenians had sent forth envoys 

1 JEschin@s, Fnls. Leg. pp. 34, 35, 42, c. 20, 21, 34; JEschin@s adv. 
Ktesiphont. pp. 62, 63, c. 23, 24. In the first of the two speeches, 
J:Eschin~s makes no mention of the decree proposed by Demosthen~s 
relative to the assembly on the eighth of Elaphebolion. He mentions 
it in the speech against Ktesiphon, with considerable specification. 

2 J:Eschin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 36, c. 22. l!.-<pov ojt.f)cpurp.a., JEsch. adv. 
Ktesiph. p. 63, c. 24. This last decree, fixing the two special days of 
the month, could scarcely have been proposed until after Philip's envoys 
had actually reached Athens. 

8 JEschin@s, Fals. Leg. p. 42, c. 34 ; adv. Ktesiphont. p. 62, c. 22 ; 
Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 414; De Corona, p. 234· This courtesy and 
polileuess-towa.rds the Macedonian envoys is admitted by Demosthen@s 
himself. It was not & circumstance-of·which he ·had.any reason to be 
ashamed. 
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throughout a large portion of Greece, urging the various cities 
to unite with them either in conjoint war against Philip, or in 
conjoint peace to obtain some mutual guarantee against his 
further encroachments. Of these missions, the greater number 
had altogether failed, demonstrating the hopelessness of the 
Athenian project. But some had been so far successful, that 
deputies, more or fewer, were actually present in Athens, 
pursuant to the invitation : while a certain number were still 
absent and expected to return-the same individuals having 
perhaps been sent to different places at some distance from 
each other. The resolution of the synod (noway binding 
upon the Athenian people, but merely recommendatory) was 
adapted to this state of affairs, and to the dispositions recently 
manifested at Athens towards conjoint action with other 
Greeks against Philip. The synod advised, that immediately 
on the return of the envoys still absent on mission (when 
probably all such Greeks, as were willing even to talk ~"'ver the 
proposition, would send their deputies also), the Athe.1ian pry
tanes should convene two public assemblies, according to the 
laws, for the purpose of debating and deciding the question of 
peace. Whatever decision might be here taken, the synod 
adopted it beforehand as their own. They further recom
mended that an article should be annexed, reserving an 
interval of three months for any Grecian city not a party to the 
peace, to declare its adhesion, to inscribe its name on the 
column of record, and to be included under the same con
ditions as the rest. Apparently this resolution of the synod 
was adopted before the arrival of the Macedonian deputies in 
Athens, and before the last-mentioned decree proposed by 
Demosthenes in the public assembly; which decree, fixing two 
days (the r8th and 19th of Elaphebolion) for decision of the 
question of peace and alliance with Philip, coincided in part 
with the resolution of the synod.1 

1 I insert in the text what appears to me the probable truth about 
this resolution of the confederate synod. The point is obscure, and has 
been differently viewed by different commentators. 

Demosthenes affirms, in his earlier speech (De Fals. Leg. p. 346), that 
JEschines held disgraceful language in his speech before the public assembly 
on the 19th Elaphebolion (to the effect that Athens ought to act for hersdf 
alone, and to take no thought for any other Greeks except such as had 
assisted her) ; and that, too, in the presence and hearing of those envoy:; 
from other Grecian cities, whom the Athenians had sent for at the instig
ation of JEschines himself. The presence of these envoys in the assembly, 
here implied, is not the main charge, but a collateral aggravation ; never· 
theless, JEschines (as is often the case througho•t his defence) bestows 
nearly all his care upon the aggravation, taking comparatively little notice 



After Capture of Olynthus 349 
Accordingly, after the great Dionysiac festival, these two 

prescribed assemblies were held-on th'e r8th and 19th of 
Elaphebolion. The three ambassadors from Philip-Parmenio, 
Antipater, and Eurylochus-were present both at the festival 

of the main charge. He asserts with great emphasis (Fals. Leg. p. 35), 
that the envoys sent out from Athens on mission had ~tot ?'etm·ned, and that 
there were 1ZO mvoys present from any Grecian cities. 

It seems to me reasonable here to believe the assertion of Demosthen@s, 
that there were envoys from other Grecian cities present : although he him
self in his later oration (De Corona, pp. 232, 233) speaks as if such were 
not the fact, as if all the Greeks had been long found out as recreants in 
the cause of liberty, and as if no envoys from Athens were then absent on 
mission. I accept the positive assertion of h:schin€s as true-that there 
were Athenian envoys then absent on mission, who might possibly, on 
their return, bring in with them deputies from other Greeks ; but I do not 
admit his negative assertion-that no Athenian envoys had returned from 
their mission, and that no deputies had come in from other Greeks. That 
among many Athenian envoys sent out, all should fail-appears to me very 
improbable. 

J If we follow the argument of h:schin@s (in the speech De Fals. Leg.), 
']Ve shall see that it is quite enough if we suppose some of the envoys sent 
put on mission, and not all of them, to be absent. To prove this fact, 
rhe adduces (pp. 35, 36) the resolution of the confederate synod, alluding to 
the absent envoys, and recommending a certain course to be taken after 
their return. This does not necessarily imply that all were absent. Stech ow 
remarks justly, that some of the envoys would necessarily be out a long time, 
having to visit more than one city, and perhaps cities distant from each 
other (Vila h:schinis, p. 4I). 

I also accept what h:schin~s says about the resolution of the confederate 
~synod, as being substantially true. About the actual import of this resolu-
r .{on, he is consistent with himself, both in the earlier and in the later 
oration. 'Viniewski (Comment. Historic. in Demosth. De Corona, p. 
74-77) and Westermann (De Litibus quas Demosthenes oravit ipse, p. 
38-42) affirm, I think without reason, that the import of this resolution i~ 
differently represented by h:schin~s in the earlier and in the later orations. 
What is really different in the two orations, is the way in which h:schin~s 
IJ_erverts the import of the resolution to inculpate Demosthen~s ; affirming 
in the later oration, that if Athens had waited for the return of her envoys 
on mission, she might have made peace with Philip jointly with a large 
body of Grecian allies ; and that it was Demosthen~s who hindered her 
from doing this by hurrying on the discussions about the peace (h:sch. 
~~dv. Ktesiph. p. 6r-63), &c. :vestermann thinks that. the synod w'?uld 
hot take upon them to prescnbe how many assemblies the Athemans 
·shBuld_convene for the purpose of debating about peace. But it seems 
to have beena-comrnon--practice_with the Athenians, about peace or other 
special and important matters, to COiiVen~"twtJ·assemblks on two days 
immediately succeeding ; all that the synod here recommende'dwas-;-that-- -
the Athenians should follow the usual custom--•rpo')'pdl[;cu .,-o(..r '11'pvTdveu 
lKKA7}(]'(as 36o KaTa. ToVr v&,.,.avr, &c. That two assemblies, neither less nor 
more, should be convened for the purpose, was a point of no material 
importance ; except that it indicated a determination to decide the question 
at once-salts desempa.-er. 
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and the assemblies. 1 The general question of the relations 
between Athens and Philip being here submitted for dis
cussion, the resolution of the confederate synod was at the 
same time communicated. Of this resolution the most sig
nificant article was, that the synod accepted beforehand the 
decree of the Athenian assembly, whatever that might be; the 
other articles were recommendations, doubtless heard with 
respect, and constituting a theme for speakers to insist on, yet 
carrying no positive authority. But in the pleadings of the 
two rival orators some years afterwards (from which alone we 
know the facts), the entire resolution of the synod appears 
invested with a factitious importance; because each of them 
had an interest in professing to have supported it-each 
accuses the other of having opposed it; both wished to dis
connect themselves from Philokrates, then a disgraced exile, 
and from the peace moved by him, which had become 
discredited. It was Philokrates who stood forward in the 
assembly as the prominent mover of peace and alliance witq. 
Philip. His motion did not embrace either of the recom~ 
mendations of the synod, respecting absent envoys, and\ 
interval to be left for adhesions from other Greeks; nor did 
he confine himself, as the synod had done, to the proposition 
of peace with Philip. He proposed that not only peace, but 
alliance, should be concluded between the Athenians and 
Philip : who had expressed by letter his great anxiety both for 
one and for the other. He included in his proposition Philip 
with all his allies on one side-and Athens with all her allies ' 
on the other ;' making special exception, however, of two 
among the allies of Athens-the Phokians-and the town of 
Halus near the Pagasrean Gulf, recently under siege by 
Parmenio. 2 

\Vhat part JEschines and Demosthenes took in reference to 
this motion, it is not easy to determine. In their speeches 
delivered three years afterwards, both denounce Philokrates ; 
each accuses the other of having supported him; each affirms 
himself to have advocated the recommendations of the synod. 
The contradictions between the two, and between JEschines ' 
in his earlier and JE~chines in his later speech, are here very 
glaring. Thus, Demosthenes accuses his rival of having, on 

1 JEschines adv. Ktesiph. p. 64. 
2 Dcmosthen. Fals. Leg. p. 391. T.f,v 'TE -yd.p elpfwrw o~xl 5uv1JBlvTwv &is 

brexelp'Y}uav o~Tot, "wA1w 'AAJwv Kal 4>wKl(A)v," ')'pcf.t/;at-&Ai\, U.va'*ylrau8EvTos 
{J(p' Op.Wv Toil tPtA.oKpd.-rovs TaiiTa p.€v U7raA.eL'Itat, -ypllfia' ~, tivTtltpvs '"Ao 11 .. 
va.lous Kal 'ToVs 1A87Jvalwv uvp.p.d.xovs," &c. 
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the x8th of the month or on the first of the two assemblies, 
delivered a speech strongly opposed to Philokrates; 1 but of 

. having changed his politics during the night, and spoken on 
the 19th in support of the latter so warmly, as to convert the 
hearers when they were predisposed the other way. lEschines 
altogether denies such sudden change of opinion; alleging 
that he made but one speech, and that in favour of the 
recommendation of the synod ; and averring moreover that to 
speak on the second assembly-day was impossible, since that 
day was exclusively consecrated to putting questions and 
voting, so that no oratory was allowed.2 Yet LEschines, 
though in his earlier harangue (De Fals. Leg.) he insists so 
strenuously on this impossibility of speaking on the 19th-in 
his later harangue (against Ktesiphon) accuses Demosthenes 
of having spoken at great length on that very day the 19th, 
and of having thereby altered the temper of the assembly.s 

In spite, however, of the discredit thus thrown by lEschines 
upon his own denial, I do not believe the sudden change of 
speech in the assembly ascribed to him by Demosthenes. It 
is too unexplained, and in itself too improbable to be credited 
on the mere assertion of a rival. But I think it certain that 
neither he, nor Demosthenes, can have advocated the recom
mendations of the synod, though both profess to have done 
so-if we are to believe the statement of lEschines (we have 
no statement from Demosthenes) as to the tenor of those 
recommendations. For the synod (according to lEschines) 
had recommended to await the return of the absent envoys 
before the question of peace· was debated. Now this pro
position was impracticable under the circumstances ; since it 
amounted to nothing less than an indefinite postponement 
of the question. But the Macedonian envoys Antipater and 
Parmenio were now in Athens, and actually present in the 
assembly; having come, by special invitation, for the purpose 
either of·concluding peace or of breaking off the negotiation; 
and Philip had agreed (as lEschines 4 himself states) to refrain 
from all attack on the Chersonese, while the Athenians were 
debating about peace. Under these conditions, it was im
'peratively necessary to give some decisive and immediate 
answer to the Macedonian envoys. To tell them-" We can 
3ay nothing positive at present; you must wait until our absent 
envoys return, and until we ascertain how many Greeks we can 
get into our alliance "-would have been not only in itself 

1 D~~al~.-Le~ pp-. 345, 34"6. ~21Eschin~s,-Fiils.Leg. p; 36: 
B .iEschines ad,v. Ktesiph. pp. 63, 64. 4 JEschin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 39· 
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preposterous, but would have been construed by able men like 
Antipater and Parmenio as a mere dilatory manoeuvre for 
breaking off the peace altogether. Neither Dernosthenes nor 
.JEschines can have really supported such a proposition, 
whatever both may pretend three years afterwards. For at 
that time of the actual discussion, not only lEschines himself, 
but the general public of Athens, were strongly anxious for 
peace; while Demosthenes, though less anxious, was favour
able to it. 1 Neither of them were at all disposed to frustrate 
the negotiations by insidious delay; nor, if they had been so 

1 From the consideratiops here stated, we can appreciate the charges of 
JEschines against Demosthenes, even on his own showing ; though the 
precise course of either is not very clear. 

He accuses Demosthenes of having sold himself to Philip (adv. Ktes. 
pp. 63, 64) ; a charge utterly futile and incredible, refuted by the whole 
conduct of Demosthenes, both before and after. Whether Demosthenes 
received bribes from Harpalus-or from the Persian court-~wili be matter 
of future inquiry. But the allegation that he had been bribed by Philip 
is absurd. JEschines himself confesses that it was quite at variance with 
the received opinion at Athens (adv. Ktes. p. 62, c. 22). 

He accuses Demosthenes of having, under the influence of these bribes, 
opposed and frustrated the recommendation of the confederate synod-of 
having hurried on the debate about peace at once-and of having thus 
prevented Athens from waiting for the return of her absent envoys, which 
would have enabled her to make peace in conjunction with a powerful body 
of co-operating Greeks. This charge is advanced by JEschines, first in the 
speech De Fals. Leg. p. 36-next, with greater length and emphasis, in 
the later speech, adv. Ktesiph. pp. 63, 64. From what has been said in the 
text, it will be seen that such indefinite postponement, when Antipater and 
Parmenio were present in Athens by invitation, was altogether impossible, 
without breaking off the negotiation. Not to mention, that JEschines 
himself affirms, in the strongest language, the ascertained impossibility of 
prevailing upon any other Greeks to join Athens, and complains bitterly of 
their backward dispositions (Fals. Leg. p. 38, c. 25). In this point 
Demosthenes perfectly concurs with him (De Coronii, pp. 231, 232). So 
that even if postponement could have been had, it would have been 
productive of no benefit, nor of any increase of force, to Athens, since the 
Greeks were not inclined to co-operate with her. 

The charge of JEschines against Demosthenes is thus untenable, and 
suggests its own refutation, even from the mouth of the accuser himself. 
Demosthenes indeed replies to it in a different manner. When .lEschines 
says-" You hurried on the discussion about the peace, without allowing 
Athens to await the rdurn of her envoys, then absent on mission"··
Demosthenes answers--" There were no Athenian envoys then absent on 
mission. All the Greeks had been long ago detected as incurably apathetic" 
(De Coronii, p. 233). This is a slashing and decisive reply, which it might 
perhaps be safe for Demosthen~s to hazard, at an interval of thirteen years 
after the events. But it is fortunate that another answer can be pruvideu ; 
for I conceive the assertion to be neither correct in point of fact, nor 
consistent with the statements of Dcmosthen~s l:¥mself in the speech De 
Fal:;n Legatione. 
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statu quo, which recognised Philip as master of Amphipolis ar 
of so many other possessions once belonging to Athens-I < 
not believe that even Demosthenes, at the time when the pea< 
was actually under debate, would put the conclusion of it 1 

hazard, by denouncing the shame of such unavoidable cessio 
though he professes three years afterwards to have vehement 
opposed it. 1 

I suspect therefore that the terms of peace proposed l 
Philokrates met with unqualified support from one of our t~ 
rival orators, and with only partial opposition to one sped 
clause, from the other. However this may be, the propositic 
passed, with no other modification (so far as 'we know) exceJ 
the omission of that clause which specially excepted Halus an 
the Phokians. Philokrates provided-that all the possessior 
actually in the nands of each of the belligerent parties, shoul 
remain to each, without disturbance from the other: 2 that o 
these principles, there should be both peace and alliance bt 
tween Athens with all her allies on the one side, and Phili 
with all his allies on the other. These were the only parti( 
included in the treaty. Nothing was said about other Greek: 
not allies either of Philip or of Athens.3 Nor was any speci< 
mention made about Kersobleptes. 4 

Such was the decree of peace and alliance, enacted on th 
second of the two assembly-days-the nineteenth of the mont 
Elaphebolion. Of course-without the fault of any one-" 
was all to the advantage of Philip. He was in the superic 
position; and it sanctioned his retention of all his conquest~ 
For Athens, the inferior paljty, the benefit to be expected wa~ 
that she would prevent these conquests from being yet furthe 
multiplied, and protect herself against being driven from ba• 
to worse. 

But it presently appeared that even thus much was no 
realised. On the twenty-fifth day of the same month 5 (si 

1 Demosthen. Fals. Leg. p. 385. 
a Pseudo-Demosth. De Halonneso, p. 8r -83. Demosthen~s in on 

passage (Fals. Leg. p. 385) speaks as if it were a part of the Athenia1 
oath-that they would oppose and treat as enemies all who should try t• 
save from Philip and to restore to Athens the places now recognised a 
Philip's possessions for the future. Though Vcemel (Proleg. ad Demosth 
De Pace, p. 265) and Bohnecke (p. 303) insert these words as a part of tho 
actual formula, I doubt whether they are anything more than a constructiv• 
exransion, given by Demosthen~s himself, of the import of the formula. 

This fact we learn from the subsequent discussions about amemlhzg th< 
peace, mentioned in Pseudo-Demosth. De Halonneso, p. 84. 

4 .IEschin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 39, c. 26. 
D This date is preserved by h:schin~s adv. Kthiph. p. 64, c. 27. gK.,.J 
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Anti pater was first proclaimed against that acquiescence on the 
part of Athens, whereby the Phokians were really surrendered 
to Philip. Yet in truth this was the great diplomatic turning
point, from whence the sin of Athens, against duty to allies 
as well as against her own security, took its rise. It was a 
false step of serious magnitude, difficult, if not impossible, to 
retrieve afterwards. Probably the temper of the Athenians
then eager for peace, trembling for the lives of their captives, 
and prepossessed with the positive assurances of JEschines 
and Philokrates-would have heard with repugnance any 
strong protest against abandoning the Phokians, which 
threatened to send Antipater home in disgust and intercept 
the coming peace; the more so as Demosthenes, if he called 
in question the assurances of JEschines as to the projects of 
Philip, would have no positive facts to produce in refuting 
them, and would be constrained to take the ground of mere 

· scepticism and negation ; 1 of which a public, charmed with 
hopeful auguries and already disarmed through the mere 
comfortable anticipations of peace, would be very impatient. 
Nevertheless, we might have expected from a statesman like 
Demosthenes, that he would have begun his energetic opposi
tion to the disastrous treaty of 346 B.c., at that moment when 
the most disastrous and disgraceful portion of it-the abandon
ment of the Phokians-was first shuffled in. 

After the assembly of the 25th Elaphebolion, Antipater 
administered the oaths of peace and alliance to Athens and 

embassy-not for protests made when Antipater refused to admit the 
Phokians to the oaths. 

WestermaNn (De Litibus quas Demosthenes oravit ipse, p. 48) suspects 
that Demosthenes did not see through the deception of Mschines until the 
Phokians were utterly ruined. This, perhaps, goes beyond the truth ; but 
at the time when the oaths were exchanged at Athens, he either had not 
clearly detected the consequences of that miserable shuffle into which 
Athens was tricked by Philokrates, &c.-or he was afraid to proclaim 
them emphatically. · 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 355· Tpax.!ws o' o p. w v .,. q; "p. 71 H ... p orr 1'i o
tdjv" rrx&v.,.wv, &c. (the Athenian public were displeased with 
Demosthenes when he told them that he did not expect the promises 
of A£schines to be realised; this was after the second embassy, but it 
illustrates the temper of the assembly even before the second embassy)
ibid. p. 348. .,.[s 'Yap t.v i}v.!rrxeTo, '1'7}ll.ttcav'l'<t 1<al 'I'Ot<tv'l'a lrreu8a1 
11'porrooJ<wv tt}'aec£, :f) .,.ave' &s ob1< ~".,."-' ll.e}'ov.,.&s .... vas, :f) ""-'~'7J'Yo· 
poVv-ros rrfiJv 7re7rpa')'p.Evwv ToiiTotS ; 

How unpopular it was to set up mere negative mistrust against glowing 
promises of benefits to c~e is here strongly urged by Demosthenes. 

~. Respecting the premature disarming_ of the Athenians, see Demosth. De 
l· Corona, p. 234· 
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to all her other allies (seemingly including the envoy of 
Kersobleptes) in the Board-room of the Generals. 1 It now 
became the duty of the ten Athenian envoys, with one more 
from the confederate synod--the same persons who had 
been employed in the first embassy-to go and receive 
the oaths from Philip. Let us see how this duty was 
performed. 

The decree of the assembly, under which these envoys held 
their trust, was large and comprehensive. They were to 
receive an oath of amity and alliance with Athens and her 
allies, from Philip as well as from the chief magistrate in each 
city allied with him. They were forbidden (by a curious 
restriction) to hold any intercourse singly and individually 
with Philip; 2 but they were further enjoined, by a compre
hensive general clause, "to do anything else which might be 
within their power for the advantage of Athens."~" It was 
our duty as prudent envoys (says A<:schines to the Athenian 
~eople) to take a right measure of the whole state uf affairs, as 
they concerned either you or Philip." s Upon these rational 
views of the duties of the envoys, however, .LEschines un
fortunately did not act. It was Demosthenes who acted upon 
them, and who insisted, immediately after the departure of 
Antipater and Parmenio, on going straight to the place where 
Philip actually was, in order that they might administer the 
oath to him with as little delay as possible. It was not only 
certain that the king of Macedon, the most active of living 
men, would push his conquests up to the last moment ; but it 
was further known to .LEschines and the envoys that he had 
left Pella to make war against Kersobleptes in Thrace, at the 
time when they returned from their first embassy.4 Moreover 
on the day of, or the day after, the public assembly last 
described (that is, on the 25th or 26th of the month Elaphe
bolion), a despatch had reached Athens from Chares, the 
Athenian commander at the Hellespont, intimating that Philip 
had gained important advantages in Thrace, had taken the 
important place called the Sacred Mountain, and deprived 

1 A!:schines, Fals. Leg. p. 39, c. 27. 
s Demosthen. Fals. Leg. p. 430. oil .-o p.~v ljl~cpwp.a., "oMa.p.ov p.&vovs 

lV7"u-yx&.velV cfJtAl!f7rrp," o1J-rot a, ol!IC lrralnraVTO iOtq. XP'Y'JfJ.C.Tl(oiiTffS; 
8 Mschines, Fals. Leg. p. 41, c. 32. To 5e t'J-rrep .,..,, 3ll.wv bp6ws 

flovll.e60'a.l!8a.t, 80'a., Ka.8' ~p.C.s fO'Ttv 1) <l>(l\.t71"7rov, .-ov.-o 11571 lp")'ov 
lll'Tl 7rpe0'{3ewv cppov(p.ruv • •••• 'Acpi")'p.e8a. 5' f]p.e?s lxov.-es .-oil 5~p.ov 
o/~<P<ll'p.a., lv <; -ye')'pa..,..-a.,, np&.- ... ,, 5e .-ovs 'lrpell'/3• .. , ~ea.l 1(71.71.' 8, 
,., llv 56vruvTa.t &')'a.O&v. 

4 A!:schines, Fals. Leg. p. 39, c. 26. 
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Kersobleptes of great part of his kingdom.1 Such successive 
conquests on the part of Philip strengthened the reasons for 
despatch on the part of the envoys, and for going straight to 
Thrace to arrest his progress. As the peace just concluded 
was based on the uti possidett's, dating from the day on which 
the Macedonian envoys had administered the oaths at Athens 
-Philip was bound to restore all conquests made after that 
day. But it did not escape Demosthenes that this was an 
obligation which Philip was likely to evade; and which the 
Athenian people, bent as they were on peace, were very un
likely to enforce.2 The more quickly the envoys reached him, 
the fewer would be the places in dispute, the sooner would he 
be reduced to inaction-or at least, if he still continued to act, 
the more speedily would his insincerity be exposed. 

Impressed with this necessity for an immediate interview 
with Philip, Demosthenes urged his colleagues to set out at 
once. But they resisted his remonstrances, and chose to 
remain at Athens; which, we may remark, was probably in a 
state of rejoicing and festivity in consequence of the recent 
peace. So reckless was their procrastination and reluctance 
to depart, that on the third of the month Munychion (April
nine days after the solemnity of oath-taking before Antipater 
and Parmenio) Demosthenes made complaint and moved a 
resolution in the Senate, peremptorily ordering them to begin 
their journey forthwith, and enjoining Proxenus, the Athenian 
commander at Oreus in Eubcea, to transport them without 
delay to the place where Philip was, wherever that might be.8 

But though the envoys were forced to leave Athens and repair 

. 1 JEschines, Fals. Leg. P· 40, c. 29- lin Kepcro,8l\E71'T7]S a71'ol\wl\E/CE 'T~V 
apxhv, /Cal TO Ieplw ~pos JCaT€(7\7]</>E ~(l\l11'1I'OS. 

There is no fair ground for supposing that the words (urol\rf>l\el(e T~v 
apx+!v are the actual words used by Char~s, or that Kersoblept~s was 
affirmed by Chares to have lost everything that he had. It suited the 
argument of JEschines to give the statement in a sweeping·and exaggerated 
form. 

2 See the just and prudent reasoning of Demosthenes, Fals. Leg. p. 388, 
and De Coronit, p. 234, . 

Compare also Pseudo-Demosthen~s, De Halonneso, pp. 85, 86. 
3 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 389 ; De Coronit, p. 234. JEschines (Fals. 

Leg. p. 40, c. 29, 30) recognises the fact that this decree was passed by 
the Senate on the third of Munychion, and that the envoys left Athens in 
consequence of it. He does not mention that it was proposed by. Demo
slhenes. }Esc hines here confirms, in a very important manner, the fact of 
the delay, as alleged by Demosthenes, while the explanation which he gives, 
why the envoys did not go to Thrace, is altogether without value. 

A document purporti~ to be this decree, is given in Demosth. De Coronit, 
p. 234; but the authenticity is too doubtful to admit of citing it. 

N2 
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to Oreus, nothing was gained in respect to the main object; 
for they, as well as Proxenus, took upon them to disobey the 
express order of the Senate, and never went to find Philip. 
After a certain stay at Oreus, they moved forward by leisurely 
journeys to Macedonia ; where they remained inactive at Pella 
until the return of Philip from Thrace, fifty days after they had 
left Athens. I 

Had the envoys done their duty as Demosthenes recom
mended, they might have reached the camp of Philip in 
Thrace within five or six days after the conclusion of the peace 
at Athens; had they been even content to obey the express 
orders of the Senate, they might have reached it within the 
same interval after the third of Munychion ; so that from pure 
neglect, or deliberate collusion, on their part, Philip was 
allowed more than a month to prosecute his conquests in 
Thrace, after the Athenians on their side had sworn to peace. 
During this interval, he captured Doriskus with several other 
Thracian towns ; some of them garrisoned by Athenian 
soldiers ; and completely reduced Kersobleptes, whose son he 
brought back as prisoner and hostage. 2 The manner in which 
these envoys, employed in an important mission at the public 
expense, wasted six weeks of a critical juncture in doing 
nothing-and that too in defiance of an express order from the 
Senate-confirms the supposition before stated, and would 
even of itself raise a strong presumption, that the leaders 
among them were lending themselYes corruptly to the schemes 
of Philip. 

The protests and remonstrances addressed by Demosthenes 
to his colleagues became warmer and more unmeasured as the 
delay was prolonged.8 His colleagues doubtless grew angry 
on their side, so that the harmony of the embassy was over
thrown. £schines affirms that none of the other envoys 
would associate with Demosthenes, either in the road or at the 
resting-places.~ 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 390· 
2 1Eschin€s, Fals. Lel(. p. 38, c. 26 ; Demosth. De Halonneso, p. 85 ; 

Fals. Leg. p. 390-448; compare Philippic iii. p. II4. Among the 
Thracian places captured by Philip during this interval, Demosthenes 
enumerates the Sacred Mountain. But this is said to have been captured 
before the end of Elaphebolion, if JEschines quotes correctly from the letter 
of Chares, Fals. Leg. p. 40, c. 29. 

s Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 390. 
4 JEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 41, c. 30. Demosthenes (and doubtless the 

other envoys also) walked on the journey, with two slaves to carry his 
clothes and bedding. In the pack carried by one slave, was a talent in 
money, destined to aid some of the poor prisoners• towards their ransom, 
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Pella was now the centre of hope, fear, and intrigue, for the 

entire Grecian world. Ambassadors were already there from 
Thebes, Sparta, Eubc:ea, and Phokis; moreover a large Mace
danian army was assembled around, ready for immediate 
action. 

At length the Athenian envoys, after so long a delay of their 
own making, found themselves in the presence of Philip. 
And we should have expected that they would forthwith 
perform their special commission by administering the oaths. 
But they still went on postponing this ceremony, and saying 
nothing about the obligation incumbent on him, to restore 
all the places captured since the day of taking the oaths to 
Antipater at Athens ; 1 places, which had now indeed become 
so numerous, through waste of time on the part of the envoys 
themselves, that Philip was not likely to yield the point even if 
demanded. In a conference held with his colleagues, JEschines 
-assuming credit to himself for a view, larger than that taken 
by them, of the ambassadorial duties__:_treated the administra
tion of the oath as merely secondary; he insisted on the 
propriety of addressing Philip on the subject of the intended 
expedition to Thermopylre (which he was on the point of 
undertaking, as was plain from the large force mustered near 
Pella), and exhorting him to employ it so as to humble Thebes 
and recons_titute the Bc:eotian cities. The envoys (he said) 
ought not to be afraid of braving any ill-will· that might be 
manifested by the Thebans. Demosthenes (according to the 
statement of JEschines) opposed this recommendation-insist
ing that the envoys ought not to mingle in disputes belonging 
to other parts of Greece, but to confine themselves to their 
special mission-and declared that he should take no notice of 
Philip's march to Thermopylre.2 At length, after much dis
cussion, it was agreed among the envoys, that each of them, 
when called before Philip, should say what he thought fit, and 
that the youngest should speak first. 

According to this rule, Demosthenes was first heard, and 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 388. 1) "Yttp 1rap6vrwv (we the envoys) Kal 
tcara ro lj;.f,cptO'pa a~rov (Philip) i~opKwO'dvrwv, &. p~v elA..f,cpe~ ri/s 1r6A.ews, 
lJ:rroadJqE<V, 'TWII 0~ AOI'IrWV acpe~eu8at-'l) p.~ 'lrOIOVII'TOS Tav'Ta a'lra"Y"YEMLV 
T}pas .~o.!ws oevpo, &c. 

2 1Eschines, Fals. Leg. p. 42, c. 33· ?rope6erat <'i>lA.t'/r'lrOS els n6A.as· i'}W a· 
i"YtcaA.6'1'Top.a<, &c. This is the language which 1Eschin€s affirms to have 
been held by Demosthenl!s during· the embassy. It is totally at variance 
with all that DemosthQill!s affirms, over and over again, respecting his 
own proceedings; and (in my judgement) with all the probabilities of 
the case. 
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delivered a speech (if we are to believe LEschines) not only 
leaving out all useful comment upon the actual situation, but 
so spiteful towards his colleagues, and so full of extravagant 
flattery to Philip, as to put the hearers to shame.1 The turn 
now came to h:schines, who repeats in abridgement his own 
long oration delivered to Philip. We can reason upon it with 
some confidence, in our estimate of h:schines, though we 
cannot trust his reports about Demosthenes. LEschines 
addressed himself exclusively to the subject of Philip's intended 
expedition to Thermopylre. He exhorted Philip to settle the 
controversy, pending with respect to the Amphiktyons and the 
Delphian temple, by peaceful arbitration and not by arms. 
But if armed interference was inevitable, Philip ought carefully 
to inform himself of the ancient and holy bond whereby the 
Amphiktyonic synod was held together. That synod consisted 
of twelve different nations or sections of the Hellenic name, 
each including many cities, small as well as great ; each hold
ing two votes and no more; each binding itself by an 
impressive oath, to uphold and protect every other Amphi
ktyonic city. Under this venerable sanction, the Bceotian 
cities, being Amphiktyonic like the rest, were entitled to pro
tection against the Thebans their destroyers. The purpose of 
Philip's expedition, to restore the Amphiktyonic council, was 
(h:schines admitted) holy and just. 2 He ought to carry it 
through in the same spirit; punishing the individuals originally 
concerned in the seizure of the Delphian temple, but not the 
cities to which they belonged, provia..:d those cities were willing 
to give up the wrong-doers. But if Philip should go beyond 
this point, and confirm the unjust dominion of Thebes over the 
other Bceotian towns, he would do wrong on his own side, add 
to the number of his enemies, and reap no gratitude from those 
whom he favoured. 8 

Demosthenes, in his comments upon this second embassy, 
touches little on what either Mschines or himself said to 
Philip. He professes to have gone on the second embassy 
with much reluctance, having detected the treacherous pur
poses of h:schines and Philokrates. Nay, he would have 
positively refused to go (he tells us) had he not bound himself 

1 h:schines, Fals. Leg. p. 42, c. 34· 
2 h:schines, Fals. Leg. p. 43, c. 36. Thv p.ev oov ltpxhv .,-1js <T'l"pa.,-elas 

'l"a6'l"1JS O<Tfav leal OtH:alav a-n:ecprwd.p.7]V elvat, &c • 
• • • • • • A-n:ecp'T]vd.p.7]V g.,., ~p.ol OOI<Et o(J<atOV e1val, p.h -n:epwpljv J<C<'l"ElTJ<ap.p.,vas 

'l"Cl.s ~v BolW'l"OtS -n:oll.ets, g.,.. o1] ~""" • Ap.cptl<'l"VOVioH J<al lvopH:ot. 
s A':schines, Fals. Leg. p. 43, c. 37 : compan! Demosth. Fals. Leg. 

p. 347· 
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by a promise made during the first embassy, to some of the 
poor Athenian prisoners in Macedonia, to provide for them the 
means of release. He dwells much upon his disbursements 
for their ransom during the second embassy, and his efforts to 
obtain the consent of Philip.l This (he says) was all that lay 
in his power to do, as an individual ; in regard to the collective 
proceedings of the embassy, he was constantly outvoted. He 
affirms that he detected the foul play of JEschines and the rest 
with Philip ; that he had written a despatch to send home for 
the purpose of exposing it ; that his colleagues not only 
prevented him from forwarding it, but sent another despatch of 
their own with false information.2 Then, he had resolved to 
come home personally, for the same purpose, sooner than his 
colleagues, and had actually hired a merchant-vessel-but was 
hindered by Philip from sailing out of Macedonia. 3 

The general description here given by Demosthenes, of his 
own conduct during the second embassy, is probably true. 
Indeed, it coincides substantially with the statement of 
JEschines, who complains of him as in a state of constant and 
vexatious opposition to his colleagues. We must recollect that 
Demosthenes had no means of knowing what the particular 
projects of Philip really were. This was a secret to every one 
except Philip himself, with his confidential agents or partisans. 
Whatever Demosthenes might suspect, he had no public 
evidence by which to impress his suspicions upon others, or to 
countervail confident assertions on the favourable side trans
mitted home by his colleagues. 

The army of Philip was now ready, and he was on the point 
of marching southward towards Thessaly and Thermopylre. 
That pass was still held by the Phokians, with a body of 
Lacedremonian auxiliaries; 4 a force quite sufficient to maintain 
it against Philip's open attack, and likely to be strengthened 
by Athens from seaward, if the Athenians came to penetrate 
his real purposes. It was therefore essential to Philip to keep 
alive a certain belief in the minds of others that he was marching 

1 Demosthen. Fals. Leg. pp. 393, 394, 395· 
2 Demosth. F als. Leg. p. 396. Ke<l ·dw p.~v -yparpe'Lrrav brtrrTo/l..~v {nr' 

Jp.ou 7rp0s Vp.as a7re>/t7J</JlrravTo p.'i} 7TEp.7TEW, abTol o' obi$' bnouv O')'IEs -ypci.I/JaPTES 
~7rep.I/Jav. Compare p. 419. 

g Demosthen. Fals. Leg. P· 445· 1-yiJJ a', {/,rr7rep ai<7)1<0C<T' 1ia7J 7rOII.II.ci.I<IS, 
obxl auv7)8els 7rpOe<7TEII.8eiv, a/\.1\.a Kal p.10"8wrrci.p.evos 7TAOL011 I<C<TC<I<WAV· 
eels ~/(7J"AEUr1'C<I. Compare P· 357-ol>o' av ~p.l, i]vll<a lleupo lmoTTI\.ELV 
~{Joull.6p.7Jv, I<C<TeK<611.vevt(Philip), &c. 

4 The Lacedremonian troops remained at Thermopylre until a little time 
before Philip reached it (Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 365). 
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southward with intentions favourable to the Phokians-though 
not to proclaim it in any such authentic manner as to alienate 
his actual allies the Thebans and Thessalians. And the 
Athenian envoys were his most useful agents in circulating the 
imposture. 

Some of the Macedonian officers round Philip gave explicit 
assurance, that the purpose of his march was to conquer 
Thebes, and reconstitute the Bceotian cities. So far indeed 
was this deception carried, that (according to JEschines) the 
Theban envoys in Macedonia, and the Thebans themselves, 
became seriously alarmed.1 The movements of Philip were 
now the pivot on which Grecian affairs turned, and Pella the 
scene wherein the greatest cities in Greece were bidding for his 
favour. While the Thebans and Thessalians were calling upon 
him to proclaim himself openly Amphiktyonic champion 
against the Phokians-the Phokian envoys, 2 together with 
those from Sparta and Athens, were endeavouring to enlist him 
in their cause against Thebes. Wishing to isolate the Phokians 
from such support, Philip made many tempting promises to the 
Lacedremonian en.-oys; who on their side came to open 
quarrel, and indulged in open menace, against those ofThebes.s 
Such was the disgraceful auction wherein these once great 
states, in prosecution of their mutual antipathies, bartered 
away to a foreign prince the dignity of the Hellenic name 
and the independence of the Hellenic world : 4 following the 

1 JEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 46, c. 41. ab-rol IH obit t}7r6povP ~tal 
~<f>ofJovPTO ol -rwP ®'f/fJa<wP wperrfje<s; •••• TwP ll' ~-ralpwv 

"'"''" -rwv <l>tll.(w.,.ov ob o<ap{>-ho'fl" wp&s "'""" bp.wv tll.eyov, 
S-rt TU.s lv Botw'Tlq. 1r&i\ets Ka.TOtKtE'i t~»lAt7T7ros; 07]/3C1.'iot 0' olnc 
i~Ell.'f/ll.68errav 'lraVO'f/p.<i, a1rtr1''TOVV'T€S 'TOtS 1rprf-yp.arrw; 

Demosthenes greatly eulogises the incorruptibility and hearty efforts of 
the Theban envoys (Fals. Leg. p. 384); which assertion is probably 
nothing better at bottom than a rhetorical contrast, to discredit JEschines 
- -fit to be inserted in the numerous list of oratorical exaggerations and 
perversions of history, collected in the interesting Treatise of Weiske, De 
Hyperbole, errorum in Historift Philippi commissorum genitrice (Meissen, 
!819). 

2 Demosth. Philipp. iii. p. I 13; Justin, viii. 4· "Contra Phocensium 
Iegati, adhibitis Laced~moniis et Atheniensibus, bellum deprecabantur, 
cujus ab eo dilationem ter jam emerant." I do not understand to what 
facts Jus tin refers, when he states, that the Phokians "had already 
purchased thrice from Philip a postponement of war." 

3 Demosthen. Fals. Leg. p. 365. -roO. fl.a/Ceoatp.oviovs p.erewlp.we-ro, 
wrfv-ra -rd. wpri-yJJ.aTa 01roux6p.evos wpri~ew il<elvo<S, &c. 

JEschines, Fals. Le9. p. 46, c. 41. fl.a~<ellatp.6vtot o~ ob p.e8' ~p.wv 
-r&vav-rla ®'YJfJa(ou brpeufJevov, ~tal -rell.ev-rwv-res wpoul1<pouov <!Jav•pws iv 
Ma~eellovlft, 1<al Ol'f/11"E(il.ouv -rots -rwv ®'f/fJalwv 1rplufje~w ; 

4 This thought is strikingly presented by Justin (viii. 4), probably from 
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example set by Sparta in her applications to the Great King, 
during the latter years of the Peloponnesian war, and at 
the peace of Antalkidas. Amidst such a crowd of humble 
petitioners and expectants, all trembling to offend him-with 
the aid too of JEschines, Philokrates, and the other Athenian 
envoys who consented to play his game-Philip had little 
difficulty in keeping alive the hopes of all, and preventing the 
formation of any common force or decisive resolution to resist 
him.1 

After completing his march southward through Thessaly, he 
reached Phene near the Pagasrean Gulf, at the head of a 
powerful army of Macedonians and allies. The Phokian 
envoys accompanied his march, and were treated, if not as 
friends, at least in such manner as to make it appear doubtful 
whether Philip was going to attack the Phokians or the 
Thebans.2 It was at Pherre that the Athenian envoys at length 
administered the oath both to Philip and to his allies. 8 T]1is 
was done the last thing before they returned to Athens ; which 
city they reached on the r 3th of the month Skirrophorion; 4 

after an absence of seventy days, comprising all the intervening 
month Thargelion, and the remnant (from the third day) of the 
month Munychion. They accepted, as representatives of the 
a1Iied cities, all whom Philip sent to them ; though Derno
sthenes remarks that their instructions directed them to 

Theopompus-" Foedum prorsus miserandumque spectaculum, Gra'!ciam, 
etiam nunc et viribus et dignitate orbis terrarum principem, regum certe 
gentiumque semper victricem et multarum adhuc urbium dominam, alienis 
excubare sedibus, aut rogantem bellum aut deprecantem : in alterius ope 

'- omnem spem posuisse orbis terrarum vindices; eoque discordia sua civili· 
ousque bell is redactos, ut adulentur nitro sordidam paulo ante clientehe sure 
partem : et haec potissimum facere The banos Lacedremoniosque, antea inter 
se imperii, nunc gratire imperantis, remulos." 

1 Justin, viii. 4· 
2 Demosth. Philipp. iii. p. II3. TovTo ll' els <l>wK,as &s 1rpbs trvp.p.dxovs 

~1ropeveTo, Kal 1rpltrfJeu <l>wK,wv ~trav ot Trap7/Koll.o68ovv almp 1ropevop.evq>• 
Kal 1rap' .Y,p.lv f}p1(ov 1roll.ll.ol, 871fJaloLs oo ll.vtrLTell.f!treLv 1'~1" ~Kelvov 1rci.pollov. 
The words Trap' -hf''" denote the Athenian envoys (of whom Demosthen€s 
was one) and the persons around them, marching along with Philip; the 
oaths not having been yet taken. 

8 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 390. The oath was administered in the inn 
in front of the chapel of the Dioskuri, near Pherre. 

4 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 359· In more than one passage, he states their 
absence from Athens to have lasted three entire months (p. 390; also De 
Coron~, p. 235). But this is an exaggeration of the time. The decree of 
the Senate, which constrained them to depart, was passed on the third of 
Munychion. Assuminl! that they set out on that very day (though it is 
more probable that they did not set out until the ensuing day), their absence 
would only have lasted seventy days. 
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administer the oath to the chief magistrate in each city respec
tively.1 And among the cities whom they admitted to take the 
oath as Philip's allies, was comprised Kardia, on the borders 
of the Thracian Chersonese. The Athenians considered 
Kardia as within the limits of the Chersonese, and therefore 
as belonging to them. 2 

It was thus that the envoys postponed both the execution of 
their special mission, and their return, until the last moment, 
when Philip was within three days' march of Thermopylre. 
That they so postponed it, in corrupt connivance with him, is 
the allegation of Demosthenes, sustained by all the probabilities 
of the case. Philip was anxious to come upon Thermopylre 
by surprise,3 and to leave as little time as possible either to the 
Phokians or to Athens for organising defence. The oath 
which ought to have been administered in Thrace,--but at any 
rate at Pella-was not taken until Philip had got as near as 
possible to the important pass ; nor had the envoys visited one 
single city among his allies in execution of their mandate. 
And as JEschines was well aware that this would provoke 
inquiry, he took the precaution of bringing with him a letter 
from Pnilip to the Athenian people, couched in the most 
friendly terms; wherein Philip tcok upon himself any 0lame 
which might fall upon the envoys, affirming that they themselves 
had been anxious to go and visit the allied cities, but that he 
had detained them in order that they might assist him in 
accommodating the difference between the cities of Halus and 
Pharsalus. This letter, affording further presumption of the 
connivance between the envoys and Philip, was besides founded 
on a false pretence; for Halus was (either at that very time 
or shortly afterwards) conquered by his arms, given up to the 
Pharsalians, and its population sold or expelled.4 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 430. The Magnesian and Achrean cities round 
the Pagasrean Gulf, all except Halus, were included in the oath as allies of 
Philip (Epistola Philippi ap. Demosthen. p. 159). 

2 Demosth, Fals. Leg. p. 395· Compare Pseudo·Demosth. De Halonneso, 
p. 87. 

8 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 35!. ~v ')'ap 'TOV'TO 7rpW'TOV a7rci.V'TOW 'TWV 
¢.o<K71}-<ci.Twv, 'TO 'TOV <f>[ll.t7r'71'0V t'71'l<T'T'i)<Tat 'TOtS 7rpci.')'}-<U.<Tl 'TOV'TOVS, Kal oiov 0}-<aS 
lucoVuat 7repl TfiJv 7rpa.')'t.u1.Twv, elTa {3ovJo..eVurur8at, p.eTtt -raVra OE -rrp&TTUV g, 
Tl o&~cu, llp.a lJ.KoVetv tiC.ICELvov wape'ivctt, teal p.7]0' O,Tt XP17 ?rou:Lv P40wv E'hre'iv 
dva•. Compare Demosth. De Corona, p. 236. ,-cfll.w .;,,.,.,."' 11'ap' ab.,-&v 
1l'71'WS 1-<h &.7rlw}-<<V tK Matc<oovias ~ws .,-?,. T'i)s <TTpaT<[as T'i)s brl TOVs <l>wKias 
eVTp€7r1j 7rot~cratTo, &c. 

4 Demosthen. Fals. Leg. pp. 352, 353 ; ad P~ilipp. Epistol. p. 152. 
D~mosthenes affirms further that JEschincs himself wrote the ldter in 
Philip's name. A!:schines denies that he wrote it, and sustains his denial 
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In administering the oaths at Pherre to Philip and his allies, 

.tEschines and the majority of the Athenian envoys had 
formally and publicly pronounced the Phokians to be excluded 
and out of the treaty, and had said nothing about Kersobleptes. 
This was, if not a departure frqm their mandate, at least a step 
beyond it ; for the Athenian people had expressly rejected the 
same exclusion when proposed by Philokrates at Athens ; 
though when the Macedonian envoy declared that he could not 
admit the Phokians, the Athenians had consented to swear the 
treaty without them. Probably Philip and his allies would not 
consent to take the oath, to Athens and her allies, without an 
express declaration that the Phokians were out of the pale.1 

But though Philokrates and .tEschines thus openly repudiated 
the Phokians, they still persisted in affirming that the intentions 
of Philip towards that people were highly favourable. They 
affirmed this probably to the Phokians themselves, as an excuse 
for having pronounced the special exclusion; they repeated it 
loudly and emphatically at Athens, immediately on their return. 
It was then that Demosthenes 'also, after having been outvoted 
and silenced during the mission, obtained an opportunity for 
making his own protest public. Being among the senators of 
tha:t year, he made his report to the Senate forthwith, seem
ingly on the day, or the day next but one, after his arrival, 
before a large audience of private citizens standing by to 
witness so important a proceeding. He recounted all the pro
ceedings of the embassy-recalling the hopes and promises 
under which .tEschines and others had persuaded the 
Athenians to agree to the peace-arraigning these envoys as 
fabricators, in collusion with Philip, of falsehoods and delusive 
assurances--and accusing them of having already by their 
unwarrantable delays betrayed Kersobleptes to ruin. Demo
sthenes at the same time made known to the Senate the near 
approach and rapid march of Philip ; entreating them. to 
interpose even now at the eleventh hour, for the purpose of 
upon sufficient grounds. But he does not deny that he brought it (JEschines, 
Fals. Leg. p. 44, c. 40, 41). ' 

The inhabitants of Pharsalus were attached to Philip; while those of 
Pherre were opposed to him as mnch as they dared, and even refused 
(according to Demosthenes, Fals. Leg. p. 444) to join his army on this 
expedition. The old rivalry between the cities here again appears. 

1 Demosthen. Fals. Leg. p. 355· ~" Tov, g.,.. Tovs 8pt<ovs i)p.<71.11.< 
<I>i71.t11'7J'os 6p.v6va.t Tovs 11'<pl Ti)s <lpfJVTJS, lt<G'1J'Ovaovs lt11'o.pa.v9'lp'a.• 
Tolls <Pw1<las {mo To6Twv, ~ G'tw1rqv Ka.l iqv <lt<os .;jv, et1rep 1fp.e71.71.ov 
G'W(<G'IJa.<. Compare P·.395· TipwTov p.ov Toivuv <l>wK<Zs ~KG''Irovaovs 
1<a.l 'A71.E1s lt1rJcf>TJva.v ~ea.l KepG'o/371.J'IrT'YJV, 1ra.pO. TO lj!~cf>tG'p.a Ka.l .,.a, 1rpbs 

. up.O.s ElpTJp.eva, &c. ; also p. 430. 
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preventing what yet remained, the Phokians and Thermopylre, 
from being given up under the like treacherous fallacies.! A 
fleet of fifty triremes had been voted, and were ready at a 
moment's notice to be employed on sudden occasion.2 The 
majority of the Senate went decidedly along with Demosthenes, 
and passed a resolution in that sense to be submitted to the 
public assembly. So adverse was this resolution to the envoys, 
that it neither commended them nor invited them to dinner in 
the prytaneium; an insult (according to Demosthenes) without 
any former precedent. 3 

On the r 6th of the month Skirrophorion, three days after the 
return of the envoys, the first public assembly was held; where, 
according to usual form, the resolution just passed by the 
Senate ought to have been discussed. But it was not even 
read to the assembly ; for immediately on the opening of busi
ness (so Demosthenes tells us), LEschines rose and proceeded 
to address the people, who were naturally impatient to hear 
him before any one else, speaking as he did in the name of his 
colleagues generally. 4 He said nothing either about the recent 
statements of Demosthenes before the Senate, or the senatorial 
resolution following, or even the past history of the embassy
but passed at once to the actual state of affairs, and the coming 
future. He acquainted the people that Philip, having sworn 
the oaths at Pherre, had by this time reached Thermopylre 
with his army. "But he comes there (said LEschines) as the 
friend and ally of Athens, the protector of the Phokians, the 
restorer of the enslaved Bceotian cities, and the enemy of 
Thebes alone. We your envoys have satisfied him that the 
Thebans are the real wrong-doers, not only in their oppression 
towards the Bceotian cities, but also in regard to the spoliation 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 346. 
2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 444· ~cp· ~" cr.I 'lrewrf,!<OVTct. Tptf,petr li~ws 

ecpc/,p~ovv, &c. Compare JEschin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 33· 
8 Demosth. Fals. Leg. pp. 350, 351. Demosthenes causes this resolution 

of the Senate (7rpo{3ovll.ev~cr.) to be read to the Dikasts, together with the 
testimony of the senator who moved it. The document is not found 
Z'erbatim, but Demosthen~s comments upon it before the Dikasts after it 
has been read, and especially points out that it contains neither praise nor 
invitation, which the Senate was always in the habit of voting to returning 
envoys. This is sufficient to refute the allegation of JEschines (Fals. Leg. 
p. 44, c. 38), that Demosthenes himself moved a resolution to praise the 
envoys and invite them to a banquet in the Prytaneium. JEschines does 
not produce such resolution, nor cause it to be read before the Dikasts. 

4 Demosth. Fals. Leg. pp. 347, 351, 352. Tov~ ~·" oMels &vooyvw T~ 
of,~rp TO 7rpo{3o6A.Ev~cr.. ovli' -lf~<ou<TEV cl o~~os, avct.<TT<h IJ' oiiTOS t1J11~'11'Y&p ... 
The date of the I 6th Skirrophorion is specified, p. 359· 
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of the temple, which they had conspired to perpetrate earlier 
than the Phokians. I (LEschines) exposed in an emphatic 
speech before Philip the iniquities of the Thebans, for which 
proceeding they have set a price on my life. You Athenians 
will hear, in two or three days, without any trouble of your 
own, that Philip is vigorously prosecuting the siege of Thebes. 
You will find that he will capture and break up that city-that 
he will exact from the Thebans compensation for the treasure 
ravished from Delphi-and that he will restore the subjugated 
communities of Platrea and Thespire. Nay more, you will hear 
of benefits still more direct, which we have determined P_hilip 
to confer upon you, but which it would not be prudent as yet 
to particularise. Eubcea will be restored to you as a com
pensation for Am phi polis: the Eubceans have already expressed 
the greatest alarm at the confidential relations between Athens 
and Philip, and the probability of his ceding to you their island. 
There are other matters too, on which I do not wish to speak 
out fully, because 'I have false friends even among my own 
colleagues." These last ambiguous allusions were generally 
understood, and proclaimed by the persons round the orator, 
to refer to Oropus, the ancient possession of Athens, now in 
the hands of Thebes.1 Such glowing promises, of benefits to 
come, were probably crowned by the announcement, more 
worthy of credit, that Philip had engaged to send back all the 
Athenian prisoners by the coming Panathenaic festival, 2 which 
fell during the next month Hekatombreon. 

1 I have here condensed the substance of what is stated by Demosthen~s, 
Fals. Leg. pp. 347, 348, 351, 352, 364, 4II, &c. Another statement, to the 
same effect, made by Demosthen~s in the Oration De Pace (delivered only 
a few months after the assembly here described, and not a judicial accusa
tion against JEschines, but a deliberative harangue before the public 
assembly), is even better evidence than the accusatory speech De Falsi 
Le~atione-1)v!Ka "TOVS 3p1COVS "TOVS "II"Epl "T'i)S e1p~V1)S a7rE1A.1)tj>6"TEs 'i)Kop.ev ol 
'1rpetr/3ets, -r&Te 0EU1rUJ.s 'TU16JV Kat flA.aTacQ;s {nrUIXVOvp.JvCIJV oltcu:r9~<1EIT8a.t, 
ICal "TOVs ,.,.~, <l>"'tdas .,.(,., <I>lA.I1r7rOV, &v ')liV1)'Tal H:6ptos, <TWrTEIV, "Tf]v OE en/3a.!wv 
w&A.w 0101//:IEi'v, H:al .,.(, '!'lpww~v flp.i'v {nrclp{ew, H:al 'T~V E~/3o•av avT' 'Ap.t)>!7r&A.e"'s 
a71'ooo8~crerr8a•, 11:al To<aVTas tA.wloa.s H:al tpevaH:<crp.o6s, oTs hraxOtvTes flp.ei's 
o~'TE rrvp.tp&pws o~T' !rrws o~TE ICaA.ws wpoei'rr8e <l>wKias • • • • oMtv .,..6.,."'" 
ot!T' ~{a7raT-hrras ot!TE rTt~rra.s l')IW </Jav-hrrop.a<, l.A.A.?. 7rpoet71'l.Jv ilp.i'v, &>s olo' 
8n f'V'I/f!OVe6eTe, g.,., TavTa o!lre oloa ot!Te wporrlio~~:w, vop.!("' o~ .,.~., A.t')IOVTa 
A1Jpei'v (De Pace, p. 59). 

Compare also Philippic ii. pp. 72, 73, where Demosthen~s repeats the 
like assertion ; also De Chersoneso, p. 105 ; De Coronft, pp. 236, 237. 

2 Demosthen~s states (Fals. Leg. p. 394· els .,.?,. IIava8~va•a tp-fJuas 
a71'o71'EJ.<\jl<w) that ke received this assurance from Philip, while he was busy
ing himself during the nfission in efforts to procure the ransom or liberation 
of the prisoners. But we may be sure that JEschin@s, so much more in the 
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The first impression of the Athenians, on hearing Ai:schines, 

was that of surprise, alarm, and displeasure, at the unforeseen 
vicinity of Philip; 1 which left no time for deliberation, and 
scarcely the minimum of time for instant precautionary occupa
tion of Thermopylre, if such a step were deemed necessary. 
But the sequel of the speech-proclaiming to them the speedy 
accomplishment of such favourable results, together with the 
gratification of their antipathy against Thebes~effaced this 
sentiment, and filled them with agreeable prospects. It was in 
vain that Demosthenes rose to reply, arraigned the assurances 
as fallacious, and tried to bring forward the same statement as 
had already prevailed with the Senate. The people refused to 
hear him ; Philokrates with the other friends of Mschines hooted 
him off; and the majority were so full of the satisfactory 
prospect opened to them, that all mistrust or impeachment of 
its truth appeared spiteful and vexatious.2 It is to be remem
bered that these were the same promises previously made to 
them by Philokrates and others, nearly three months before, 
when the peace with Philip was first voted. The immediate 
accomplishment of them was now again promised on the same 
authority-by envoys who had communicated a second time 
with Philip, and thus had further means of information-so 
that the comfortable anticipation previously raised was con
firmed and strengthened. No one thought of the danger of 
admitting Philip within Thermopylre, when the purpose of his 
coming was understood to be, the protection of the Phokians, 
and the punishment of the hated Thebans. IJemosthenes 
was scarcely allowed even to make a protest, or to disclaim 
responsibility as to the result. h:schines triumphantly assumed 
the responsibility to himself; while Philokrates amused the 
people by saying-" No wonder, Athenians, that Demosthenes 
and I should not think alike. He is an ungenial water-drinker; 
I am fond of wine." 8 

It was during this temper of the assembly that the letter of 
Philip, brought by the envoys, was produced and read. His 
abundant expressions of regard, and promises of future benefit, 
to Athens, were warmly applauded; while, prepossessed as the 

favour of Philip, must have received it also, since it would form so admirable 
a ~oint for his first speech at Athens, in this critical juncture. 

Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 352. lfur8' 6p.'iis JIC7re7r"A.rryp.lvovs Tfj 1rapovo-la 
TOV 4>t"Al7r7rov, Kal TOOTo<s bp-yt(op.lvovs J1rl Trf p.:q 7rP011'Y'Y•"A1Clva<, '7rpao.,.lpov~ 
-yevlu8at Twos, 1rdv8' 8o-' J{3oo"A.eo-IJ' flp.iv lo-<u8a< 7rpoo-'lioiCf}o-avTas, &c. 

2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. pp. 348,349,352. ol aa b.v-rt"AE'"/OVTes lix"Aos 
f.,\"A.ws /Cal {Jao-Kav{a ICaTe<j>alveTo, &c. 

a Dem. Fals. Leg. p. 355; Phil. ii. p. 73· 
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hearers were, none of them discerned, nor was any speaker per
mitted to point out, that these expressions were thoroughly 
vague and general, and that not a word was said about the 
The bans or the Phokians.l Philokrates next proposed a decree, 
extolling Philip for his just and beneficent promises-providing 
that the peace and alliance with him should be extended, not 
merely to the existing Athenians, but also to their posterity
and enacting that if the Phokians should still refuse to yield 
possession of the Delphian temple to the Amphiktyons, the 
people of Athens would compel them to do so by armed 
intervention. 2 

During the few days immediately succeeding the return of 
the envoys to Athens (on the 13th of Skirrophorion), Philip 
wrote two successive letters, inviting the Athenian troops to 
join him forthwith at Thermopylre.8 Probably these were sent 
at the moment when Phalrekus, the Phokian leader at that pass, 
answered his first summons by a negative reply.4 The two 
letters must have been despatched one immediately after the 
other, betraying considerable anxiety on the part of Philip; 
which it is not-difficult to understand. He could not be at 
first certain what effect would be produced by his unforeseen 
arrival at Thermopylre on the public mind at Athens. In 
spite of all the persuasions of LEschines and Philokrates, the 
Athenians might conceive so much alarm as to obstruct his 
admission within that importan~ barrier; while Phalrekus and 
the Phokians-having a powerful mercenary force, competent, 
even unaided, to a resistance of some length-were sure to 
attempt resistance, if any hope of aid were held out to them 

1 Dem. Fals. Leg. p. 353· 
2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 356. OlJTos (JEschin@s) ilv b ll.l'Y"'" ~"'~P a~Tov 

Kal irrr«rxvo6,.,.•vos· wpos Be Tovs wapa To6-rov ll.6')'ovs wpl"'l/.c&-ras ll.a;f3C;,v ~,.,.a.s 
b C>tll.o«p&.-r'l/s, ~np&.cp., -rov-r' ds -ro •lrhcp«r,.,.a., lav Be ,.,.:q wo•wrr• <l>w«•<s &. 
o•<, lfa.l wa.pa.Miwtrl -ro£f'A,.,.cpt«T{;orr• TO lep6v, 8-rt /3o718fJtrH b Bi),.,.os b 'AIJ71va.lwv 
lwl -roVs Bta.Kooll.6ovras Ta.v-ra. ')'l')'VEtr9at. 

The fact, that by this motion of Philokrat@s the peace was extended to 
"the posterity" of the Athenians-is dwelt upon by Demosthen@s as "the 
greatest disgrace of all ; " with an intensity of emphasis which it is difficult 
to enter into (Philippic ii. p. 73). 

8 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 357· Demosthen@s causes the two letters to 
be read, and proceeds-A/ ,.,.'€, 'Tolvvv ~wttr-roll.a.l Ka.ll.ovtrw ali-rat, lfa.l ~~~ 
Ala 1ili'11 'Y•· 

So also .t'Eschine!s, Fals. Leg. p. 46, c. 4C lJ,_.Iv li'€ -ra.v8' opwv oinc r'Ypa>/Jev 
lwtrr-roll.'t,v b <I>lll.twwos, (~11fva.t w&.trp -rjj livv&.,.,..,, /3o111J'hrrov-ra.s -roL's liuca;lots; 
.t'Eschin@s only notices one of the two letters.. Bi:ihnecke (Forschungen, p. 
412) conceives the letters as having been written and sent between the 16th 
and 23rd of the month ikirrophorion. · 

4 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 359· 
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from Athens. Moreover it would be difficult for Philip to 
carry on prolonged military operations in the neighbourhood, 
from the want of provisions; the lands having been unsown 
through the continued antecedent war, and the Athenian 
triremes being at hand to intercept his supplies by sea.l Hence 
it was important to him to keep the Athenians in illusion and 
quiescence for the moment; to which purpose his letters were 
well adapted, in whichever way they were taken. If the 
Athenians came to Thermopylx, they would come as his allies 
-not as allies of the Phokians. Not only they would be in 
the midst of his superior force, and therefore as it were host
ages; 2 but they would be removed from contact with the 
Phokians, and would bring to bear upon the latter an addi
tional force of intimidation. If, on the contrary, the Athenians 
determined not to come, they would at any rate interpret his 
desire for their presence as a proof that he contemplated no 
purposes at variance with their wishes and interests ; and 
would trust the assurances, given by .!.Eschines and his other 
partisans at Athens, that he secretly meant well towards the 
Phokians. This last alternative was what Philip both desired 
and anticipated. He wished only to deprive the Phokians of 
all chance of aid from Athens, and to be left to deal with them 
himself. His letters served to blind the Athenian public, but 
his partisans took care not to move the assembly 3 to a direct 
compliance with their invitation. Indeed the proposal of such 
an expedition (besides the standing dislike of the citizens 
towards military service) would have been singularly repulsive, 
seeing that the Athenians would have had to appear, ostensibly 
at least, in arms against their Phokian allies. The conditional 
menace of the Athenian assembly against the Phokians (in case 
of refusal to surrender the temple to the Amphiktyons), decreed 
on the motion of Philokrates, was in itself sufficiently harsh, 
against allies of ten years' standing ; and was tantamount at 
least to a declaration that Athens would not interfere on their 
behalf-which was all that Philip wanted. 

Among the hearers of these debates at Athens were deputies 
from these very Phokians, whose fate now hung in suspense. 
It has already been stated that during the preceding September, 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 379· 
s This was among the grounds of objection, taken by Demosthen~s and 

his friends, against the despatch of forces to Thermopylre in compliance 
with the letter of Philip-according to the assertion of JEschines (Fals. 
Leg. p. 46, c. 41); who treats the objection wijh contempt, though it 
seems well grounded and reasonable. 

3 Demosth. Fals. Leg. PP· 356, 357• 
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while the Phokians were torn by intestine dissensions, Phalre
kus, the chief of the mercenaries, had repudiated aid (invited 
by his Phokian opponents) both from Athens and Sparta; 1 

feeling strong enough to hold Thermopylre by his own force. 
During the intervening months, however, both his strength and 
his pride had declined. Though he still occupied Thermopylre 
with 8ooo or xo,ooo mercenaries, and still retained superiority 
over Thebes, with possession of Orchomenus, Koroneia, and 
other places taken from the The bans 2-yet his financial 
resources had become so insufficient for a numerous force, and 
the soldiers had grown so disorderly from want of regular pay,3 

that he thought it prudent to invite aid from Sparta-during 
the spring, while Athens was deserting the Phokians to make 
terms with Philip. Archidamus accordingly came to Thermo
pyla::, with xooo Lacedremonian auxiliaries.4 The defensive 
force thus assembled was amply sufficient against Philip by 
land ; but that important pass could not be held without the 
co-operation of a superior fleet at sea. 5 Now the Phokians had 
powerful enemies even within the pass-the Thebans ; and 
there was no obstacle, except the Athenian fleet under Proxenus 
at Oreus,6 to prevent Philip from landing troops in the rear of 
Thermopylre, joining the Thebans, and making himself master 
of Phokis from the side towards Bceotia. 

To the safety of the Phokians, therefore, the continued mari
time protection of Athens was indispensable; and they doubt
less watched with trembling anxiety the deceitful phases of 
Athenian diplomacy during the winter and spring of 347-346 B.C. 

1 A!:schin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 46, c. 41. 2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 387. 
8 A!:schin~s, Fals. Leg. p. 46, c. 41. This statement of A!:schin~s

about the declining strength of the Phokians and the causes thereof-has 
every appearance of being correct in point of fact ; though it will not 
sustain the conclusions which he builds upon it. 

Compare· Demosth. Olynth. iii. p. 30 (delivered four years earlier). 
~1rEtp'l11<dTWV 3o Xp.f,p.aO't if>w1dwv, &c. 

4 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 365 ; Diodor. xvi. 59· 
G For the defence of Thermopylre, at the period of the invasion of 

Xerx~s, the Grecian fleet at Artemisium was not less essential than the 
land-force of Leonidas encamped in the pass itself. 

G That the Phokians could not maintain Thermopylre without the aid of 
Athens-and that Philip could march to the frontier of Attica, without any 
intermediate obstacle to prevent him, if Olynthus were suffered to fall into 
his hand-is laid down emphatically by Demosthen~s in the first Olynthiac, 
nearly four years before the month of Skirrophorion, 346 B. c. 

•Av a' ~J<iiva. if>[ll.t7r1rOS A.#Jp, Tis a.OT~V ICWAV(J'<t 3eiipo .Ba.al(etJI; 0'11fla'iot; 
o1, el ,.~ A.la.v 1rt!<p~v elwelv jf, J<a.l O'VVEtO'{la.A.oiiaw e-rolp.ws. 'All./1.0. if>oHCEtS; ol 
T~JI ol~eela.v oOX oTo[ TE ~VTES .pvll.cfnew, tOov p.~ flo118.f,0''118' Up.EtS (Demosth. 
Olynth. i. p. r6). • 
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Their deputies must have been present at Athens when the 
treaty was concluded and sworn in March 346 B.C. Though 
compelled to endure not only the refusal of Anti pater excluding 
them from the oath, but also the consent of their Athenian 
allies, tacitly acted upon without being formally announced, to 
take the oath without them-they nevertheless heard the 
assurances, confidently addressed by Philokrates and h:schines 
to the people, that this refusal was a mere feint to deceive tbe 
Thessalians and Thebans-that Philip would stand forward as 
the protector of the Phokians-and that all his real hostile 
purposes were directed against Thebes. How the Phokians 
interpreted such tortuous and contradictory policy, we are not 
told. But their fate hung upon the determination of Athens; 
and during the time when the Ten Athenian envoys were 
negotiating or intriguing with Philip at Pella, Phokian envoys 
were there also, trying to establish some understanding with 
Philip, through Laced<emonian and Athenian support. Both 
Philip and JEschines probably amused them with favourable 
promises. And though, when the oaths were at last adminis
tered to Philip at Pher<e, the Phokians were formally pronounced 
to be excluded-still the fair words of .tEschines, and his 
assurances of Philip's good intentions towards them, were not 
discontinued. 

While Philip marched straight from Pher<e to Thermopyl<e
and while the Athenian envoys returned to Athens-Phokian 
deputies visited Athens also, to learn the last determination of 
the Atnenian people, upon which their own destiny turned. 
Though Philip, on reaching the neighbourhood of Thermopylre, 
summoned the Phokian leader Phalrekus to surrender the pass, 
and offered him terms-Phal<ekus would make no reply until 
his deputies returned from Athens.1 These deputies, present 
at the public assembly of the r6th Skirrophorion, heard the 
same fallacious assurances as before, respecting Philip's designs, 
repeated by Philokrates and .tEschines with unabated impudence, 
and still accepted by the people. But they also heard, in the 
very same assembly, the decree proposed by Philokrates and 
adopted, that unless the Phokians restored the Delphian temple 
forthwith to the Amphiktyons, the Athenian people would 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 359· l)1w,u•v lie li•vpo cbro Ti)s 7rp<crf3das Tijs ~ ... 1 
.,-obs 3pKovs Tpl.,-p ~ ... 1 lieKa. 'TOV ::i.K<potpop<wvos f'TIVOs, Ka1 7rapijv cl <l>lll.c7r7ros 
~V UVll.a.cs i11J11 Ka1 'TOLS of>WICEVCTW ~7r"''Y'Y.fll.li.€'TO ii)y ovoev ~7r£crnvov ~IC€LVOl. 
::i.TI,UELOII 0~-ov -yd.p f.v oevp' ~/COli ch O,uus • • • • 7rapijcrav ')'d.p o/ 'TWV <l>wKewv 
7rpecr!•cs ~vO&.oe, K,a1 ~v a.~To7s, Ka} .,-£ &.,.a-r;r•ll.,ov,crw.o~.,-oc (LEschines, Philo
krates, &c.) Kal .,., lf"'<f>tEtuOe v,uecs, l7rc,u<ll.es flli<vac. 
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assembly in the Peirreus, on matters connected with the docks 
and arsenal; and to this assembly, actually sitting, Derkyllus 

!made his unexpected report. 1 The shock to the public of 
:Athens was prodigious. Not only were all their splendid 
anticipations of anti-Theban policy from Philip (hitherto be
lieved and welcomed by the people on the positive assurances 
of Philokrates and h:schines) now dashed to the ground-not 
only were the Athenians smitten with the consciousness that 
they had been overreached by Philip, that they had played into 
the hands of their enemies the The bans, and that they had. 
betrayed their allies the Phokians to ruin-but they felt also 
that they had yielded up Thermopylre, the defence at once of 
Attica and of Greece, and that the road to Athens lay open to 
their worst enemies the Thebans, now aided by Macedonian 
force. Under this pressure of smprise, sorrow, and terror, the 
Athenians, on the motion of Kallisthenes, passed these votes--:
To put the Peirreus, as well as the fortresses throughout Attica, 
in immediate defence-To bring within these walls for safety 
all the women and children, and all the moveable property, 

1now spread abroad in Attica-To celebrate the approaching 
festival of the Herakleia, not in the country, as was usual, but 
in the interior of Athens.2 

' Such were the significant votes, the like of which had not 
. been passed at Athens since the Peloponnesian war, attesting 
the terrible reaction of feeling occasioned at Athens by the 

1 disastrous news from Phokis. h:schines had now recovered 
• from his indisposition; or (if we are to believe Demosthenes) 
found it convenient to lay aside the pretence. He set out as 
self-appointed envoy, without any new nomination by the 
people-probably with such of the Ten as ~ere favourable to 
his views-to Philip and to the joint Macedonian and Theban 

1 Demosthen. Fals. Leg. pp. 359, 360, 365, 379· 
2 Demosthen. Fals. Leg. p. 368-379. A!:schines also acknowledges the 

passing of this vote for bringing in the moveable property of Athens to a 
place of safety ; though he naturally says very little about it (Fals. Leg. p. 
46, c. 42). 

In the oration of Demosthenes, De Coron~, p. 238, this decree, moved 
by Kallisthenes, is not only alluded to, but purports to be given verbatim. 
The date as we there read it-the 21st of the month of Mremakterion-is 
unquestionably wrong ; for the real decree mnst have been passed in the 
concluding days of the month Skirrophorion, immediately after hearing the 
report of Derkyllus. This manifest error of date will not permit us to 
believe in the authenticity of the document. Of these supposed original 
documents, inserted in the oration De Coron~, Droysen and other critics 
have shown some to be •decidedly spurious; and all are so doubtful that I 
forbear to cite them as authority. 
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army in Phokis. And what is yet more remarkable, he tool 
his journey thither through Thebes itself; 1 though his speeche 
and his policy had been for months past (according to his ow1 
statement) violently anti-Theban; 2 and though he had affirmet 
(this however rests upon the testimony of his rival) that th( 
Thebans had set a price upon his head. Having joined Philip 
h:schines took part in the festive sacrifices and solemn prean: 
celebrated by the Macedonians, Thebans, and Thessalians,8 ir 
commemoration and thanksgiving for their easy, though long 
deferred triumph over the Phokians, and for the conclusion o 
the Ten-Years Sacred War. 

Shortly after Philip had become master of Thermopylre anc 
Phokis, he communicated his success in a letter to th( 
Athenians. His letter betokened a full consciousness of th( 
fear and repugnance which his recent unexpected proceeding: 
had excited at Athens : 4 but in other respects, it was con 
ciliatory and even seductive ; expressing great regard for therr 
as his sworn allies, and promising again that they should rear 
solid fruits from the alliance. It allayed that keen apprehen 
sion of Macedonian and Theban attack, which had inducec 
the Athenians recently to sanction the precautionary measuref 
proposed by Kallisthenes. In his subsequent communicatiom 
also with Athens, Philip found his advantage in continuing tc 
profess the same friendship and to intersperse similar promises; 1 

which, when enlarged upon by his partisans in the assembly, 
contributed to please the Athenians and lull them into repose 

1 Demosthen. Fals. Leg. p. 380. 
2 A<:schini"s, Fals. Leg. p. 41, c. 32, p. 43, c. 36. h:>chini"s accusei 

Demostheni"s of traitorous partiality for Thebes. 
" Demosthi"n. Fals. Leg. p. 380; De Coronil, p. 321. .t'Eschines (Fals. 

Leg. pp. 49, so) admits, and tries to justify, the proceeding. 
• Demosth. De Coronil, pp. 237, 238, 239· It is evident that Demo· 

sthenes found little in the letter which could be turned against Philip. It1 
tone must have been plausible and winning. 

A letter is inserted verbatim in this oration, professing to be the letter ol 
Philip to the Athenians. I agree with those critics who doubt or disbelievE 
the genuineness of this letter, and therefore I do not cite it. If Demo
sthenes had had before him a letter so peremptory and insolent in its tone, 
he would have animadverted upon it much more severely. 

a .t'Eschines went on boasting about the excellent dispositions of Philip 
towards Athens, and the great benefits which Philip promised to confer 
upon her, for at least several months after this capture of Thermopylre . 
.tEschines, cont. Timarch. p. 24, c. 33· <f>(/\,,.,.ov lie viJv p.ev IM. T'i,v ,.c,. 
ii.O')'WP eb<t>71f'lav l11"a<vw· lav II' ab ... ~s lv Tots 1rp~s bp.as lp')'o<s ')'EP7)ra<, oios vii> 
~O''T~P ~v Ta'is {nrouxEueU'J.JI, &ucpar..fj Kal P40tov T0v Kaft a.UroV "'rOt~ueraj 
l1ra1J1ov. • 

This oration was delivered apparently about the middle of Olymp. xo8, 
3; some months after the conquest of Thermopylre by Philip. 



After Capture of Olynthus 381 
_ ;hus enabling him to carry on without opposition real measures 

)fan insidious or hostile character. Even shortly after Philip's 
?assage of Thermopylre, when he was in full co-operation with 
the Thebans and Thessalians, JEschines boldly justified him by 
the assertion, that these The bans and Thessalians had been too 
strong for him, and had constrained him against his will to act 
on their policy, both to the ruin of the Phokians and to the 
offence of Athens. 1 And we cannot doubt that the restoration 
_of the prisoners taken at Olynthus, which must soon ,have 
occurred, diffused a lively satisfaction at Athens, and tended 
for the time to countervail the mortifying public results of her 
recent policy. 

Master as he now was of Phokis, at the head of an irresist
ible force of Macedonians and Thebans, Philip restored the 
Delphian temple to its inhabitants, and convoked anew the 
Amphiktyonic assembly, which had not met since the seizure 
of the temple by Philomelus. The Amphiktyons reassembled 
under feelings of vindictive antipathy against the Phokians, and 
of unqualified devotion to Philip. Their first vote was to 
jispossess the Phokians of their place in the assembly as one 
:>f the twelve ancient Amphiktyonic races, and to confer upon 
Philip the place and two votes (each of the twelve races had 
two votes) thus left vacant. All the rights to which the 
Phokians laid claim over the Delphian temple were formally 
.::ancelled. All the towns in Phokis, twenty-two in number, 
\\'ere dismantled and broken up into villages. Abre alone was 
spared; being preserved by its ancient and oracular temple of 
Apollo, and by the fact that its inhabitants had taken no part in 
the spoliation of Delphi. 2 No village was allowed to contain 
more than fifty houses, nor to be nearer to another than a 
minimum distance of one furlong. Under such restriction, the 
Phokians were still allowed to possess and cultivate their 
territory, with the exception of a certain portion of the frontier 
transferred to the The bans; 3 but they were required to pay to 
the Delphian temple an annual tdbute of fifty talents, until the 
wealth taken away should have been made good. The horses 
of the Phokians were directed to be sold ; their arms were to 
be cast down the precipices of Parnassus, or burnt. Such 
Phokians as had participated individually in the spoliation, 

1 Demosth. De Pace, p. 62 ; Philippic ii. p. 69. 
2 Pausanias, x. 3, 2. -
B This transfer to the 'fhebans is not mentioned by Diodorus, but seems 

contained in the words of Demostheni!s (Fals. Leg. p. 385)-T~s Twv 
<l>WI<EWV xwpas li7TO<T'IW /3o6l\oVTal : compare P· 380, 
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were proclaimed accursed, and rendered liable to arrest 
wherever they were found. 1 

By the same Amphiktyonic assembly, further, the Laced~
monians, as having been allies of the Phokians, were dis
possessed of their franchise, that is, of their right to concur 
in the Amphiktyonic suffrage of the Dorian nation. This 
vote probably emanated from the political antipathies of the 
Argeians and Messenians.2 

The sentence, rigorous as it is, pronounced by the Amphi
ktyons against the Phokians, was merciful as compared with 
some of the propositions made in the assembly. The CEt~ans 
went so far as to propose, that all the Phokians of military age 
should be cast down the precipice; and Mschines takes credit 
to himself for having induced the assembly to hear their 
defence, and thereby preserved their lives. 3 But though the 
terms of the sentence may have been thus ~oftened, we may be 
sure that the execution of it by Thebans, Thessalians, and 
other foreigners quartered on the country-all bitter enemies 
of the Phokian name, and giving vent to their antipathies under 
the mask of pious indignation against sacrilege-went far 
beyond the literal terms in active cruelty. That the Phokians 
were stripped and slain 4-that children. were torn from their 
parents, wives from their husbands, and the images of the gods 
from their temples-that Philip took for himself the lion's share 
of the plunder and moveable property-all these are facts 
naturally to be expected, as incidental to the violent measure of 
breaking up the cities and scattering the inhabitants. Of those, 
however, who had taken known part in the spoliation of the 
temple, the greater number went into exile with Phal~kus ; and 
not they alone, but even all such of the moderate and meritori
ous citizens as could find means to emigrate. 5 Many of them 

1 Diodor. xvi. 6o; Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 385. illl.wv Twv TELXwv Kal 
TWV 1r6ll.ewv O.vaip~au. Demosthen~s causes this severe sentence of the 
Amphiktyonic council to be read to the Dikastery (Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 
361). Unfortunately it has not been preserved. 

2 Pausanias, x. 8, 2. 

a JEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 47, c. 44· 
4 Justin, viii. 5· "Victi igitur necessitate, pactll. salute se dediderunt. 

Sed pactio ejus fidei fuit, cujus antea fuerat deprecati belli promissio. Igitur 
creduntur passim rapiunturque: non liberi parentibus, non conjuges maritis, 
non deorum simulacra templis suis relinquuntur. Unum tantum miseris 
solatium fuit, quod cum Philippus portione prredre socios fraudasset, nihil 
rerum suarum apud inimicos viderunt." 

Compare Demosthen. Fals. Leg. p. 366. • 
6 JEschines, Fals. Leg. p. 47, c. 44; Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 366; 

Demosthen. De Pace, P· 6r. <In TOVs <l>w/C~WV qwycf.lias uw(op.ev, &c. 
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obtained shelter at Athens. The poorer Phokians remained at 
home by necessity. But such was the destruction inflicted by 
the conquerors, that even two or three years afterwards, when 
bemosthenes and other Athenian envoys passed through the 
country in their way to the Amphiktyonic meeting at Delphi, 
they saw nothing but evidences of misery; old men, women, 
and little children, without adults-ruined houses, impoverished 
villages, half-cultivated fields. 1 Well might Demosthenes say 
that events more terrific and momentous had never occurred in 
the Grecian world, either in his own time or in that of his 
predecessors.2 

It was .but two years since the conquest and ruin of Olynthus, 
and .of thirty-two Chalkidic Grecian cities besides, had spread 
abroad everywhere the terrors and majesty of Philip's name. 
But he was now exalted to a still higher pinnacle, by the 
destruction of the Phokians, the capture of Thermopylre, and 
the sight of a permanent Macedonian garrison, occupying from 
henceforward Nikrea and other places commanding the pass.s 
He was extolled as restorer of the Amphiktyonic assembly, 
and as avenging champion of the Delphian god, against the 
sacrilegious Phokians. That he should have acquired posses
sion of an unassailable pass, dismissed the formidable force of 
Phalrekus; and become master of the twenty-two Phokian cities, 
all without striking a blow-was accounted the most wonderful 
of all his exploits. It strengthened more than ever the prestige 
of his constant good fortune. Having been now, by the vote 
of the Amphiktyons, invested with the right of Amphiktyonic 
suffrage previously exercised by the Phokians, he acquired a 
new Hellenic rank, with increased facilities for encroachment 
and predominance in Hellenic affairs. Moreover, in the month 
of August 346 B.c., about two months after the surrender of 
Phokis to Philip, the season recurring for celebrating the great 
Pythian festival, after the usual interval of four years, the 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 361. 61ap.a aewlw Kal ~A.eetv&v· liTe ')?tp •·v v 
l1Topevtip.e6a els Ll.eA.<f>ovs lE &vci."(tc'I)S ;jv {Jp~v np.'iv 1Tci.v-ra Tfi.VTa, olKlas 
ICfi.TE<TKap.p.~Vas, TEiX'IJ 7rEptpp'J1p.~vl<, XWpaV ~p'IJp.OV -rwv ~V -r~ ~ll.tKit;t, ')'VVata '&e 
1Cr:J.l1Tatadpta oAl"(a 1<al 7rpE<T{:J.5TaS av1JpdJ7rovs olKTpoOs. 000' ltv efs a.lvatT' ~<f>t· 
ICiuiJat Trfi AOf'rp TWV ~/CEL ICfi.ICCdV VVV ~VTWV. 

As this oration was delivered in 343-342 B.C., the adverb of time vvv may 
be reasonably referred to the early part of that year, and the journey to
Delphi was perhaps undertaken for the spring meeting of the Amphiktyonic 
council of that year ; between two and three years after the destruction of 

• the Phokians by Philip. 
i 2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 361. 

8 Demosth. ad Philipp. Epistolam, p. I53· NlKatav p.~v <f>povplj. 
KaTixwv, &c. • 
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Amphiktyons conferred upon Philip the signal honour of 
nominating him president to celebrate this festival, in conjunc
tion with the Thebans and Thessalians; 1 an honorary pre
eminence, which ranked among the loftiest aspirations of 
ambitious Grecian despots, and which Jason of Pherre had 
prepared to appropriate for himself twenty-four years before, 
at the moment when he was assassinated.2 It was in vain that 
the Athenians, mortified and indignant at the unexpected 
prostration of their hopes and the utter ruin of their allies, 
refused to send deputies to the Amphiktyons--affected even to 
disregard the assembly as irregular-and refrained from de
spatching their sacred legation as usual, to sacrifice at the 
Pythian festivaLS The Amphiktyonic vote did not the less 
pass; without the concurrence, indeed, either of Athens or of 
Sparta, yet with the hearty support not only of Thebans and 
Thessalians, but also of Argeians, Messenians, Arcadians, and 
all those who counted upon Philip as a probable auxiliary 
against their dangerous Spartan neighbour.4 And when envoys 
from Philip and from the Thessalians arrived at Athens, notify
ing that he had been invested with the Amphiktyonic suffrage, 
and inviting the concurrence of Athens in his reception, 
prudential considerations obliged the Athenians, though against 
their feelings, to pass a vote of concurrence. Even Demo
sthenes was afraid to break the recent peace, however inglorious, 
and to draw upon Athens a general Amphiktyonic war, headed 
by the king of Macedon. 5 

1 Diodor. xvi. 6o. 'rL8eva.L a~ Ka.l ... ~, aoywva 'rWJI nvOlwv <l>iii.L'Ir'lrOJI ,.,~ ... a. 
BoLW'rWJI Kal ®E'r'rail.wv, a.a. ... ~ KopLv8lovs /-'E'rEUX1JI<EJIC1.L ..-ois <l>wi<EVUL ..-1js 
els TO Oe'iov wa.pa.IIOJ.da.s. 

The reason here assigned by Diodorus, why the Amphiktyons placed the 
celebration of the Pythian festival in the hands of Philip cannot be under
stood. It may be true, as matter of fact, that the Corinthians had allied 
themselves with the Phokians during the Sacred War-though there is no 
other evidence of the fact except this passage. But the Corinthians were 
never invested with any authoritative character in reference to the Pythian 
festival. They were the recognised presidents of the Isthmian festival. I 
cannot but think that Diodorus has been misled by a confusion of these 
two festivals one with the other. 

2 Xenoph. Hellen. vi. 
8 Demo<lh. Fals. Leg. p. 38o--3g8. oil..-w a~wa. Ka.l UXE'ril.!a. fJ'YOVI-'ivwv 

'ToVs Ta.Ac.,wC:,povs 1rc!uxnv cf.>wJdas. tlJ(J'T€ p:frre Toils i~t Tf]s /3ovi\fis 8ewpoVs 
p..f,TE Toils 6ecrp.o8Eras t"ds Til n06ut -rrfp.o/aL, &.AA' &1rOO'T1jvcu Tijs 1rCX.Tp£ou 
6•wplas,&c. Demosth. DePace,p.6o . ..-ovs rrvv•II.1Jil.v8&..-as ..-ou..-ovs · 
1<al rpc!rrKovras 'AJ.'</><I<'rVovas •lva<, &c. 

4 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 6r ; Philippic ii. pp. 68, 69. j 
t Demosth. De Pace, p. 60-63; Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 375. In the ~ 

latter passage, p. 37 5, Demosthenes accuses A~sc~nes of having been the 
only orator in the city who spoke in favour of the proposition, there being 
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Here then was a momentous political change doubly fatal 

to the Hellenic world : first, in the new position of Philip both 
as master of the keys of Greece and as recognised Amphikty
onic leader, with means of direct access and influence even on 
the inmost cities of Peloponnesus; next, in the lowered banner 
and uncovered frontier of Athens, disgraced by the betrayal 

1 both of her Phokian allies and of the general safety of Greece, 
1 and recompensed only in so far as she regained hf:_r captives. 

How came the Athenians to sanction a peace at once dis
honourable and ruinous, yielding to Philip that important 
pass, the common rampart of Attica and of Southern Greece, 
which he could never have carried in war at the point of the 
sword? Doubtless the explanation of this proceeding is to 
be found, partly, in the general state of the Athenian mind; 
repugnance to military cost and effort-sickness and shame at 
their past war with Philip-alarm from the prodigious success 

; of his arms-and pressing anxiety to recover the captives taken 

~
at Olynthus. But the feelings here noticed, powerful as they 
were, would not have ended in such a peace, had they not · 
been seconded by the deliberate dishonesty of LEschines and a 
majority of his colleagues, who deceived their countrymen with 
a tissue of false assurances as to the purposes of Philip, and 
delayed their proceedings on the second embassy in such 
manner that he was actually at Thermopyl~ before the real 
danger of the pass was known at Athens. 

Making all just allowance for mistrust of Demosthcnes as a 
witness, there appears in the admissions of LEschines himself 
sufficient evidence of corruption. His reply to Demosthenes, 
though successfully meeting some collateral aggravations, 
seldom touches, and never tepels, the main articles of im
peachment against himself. The dilatory measures of the 
second embassy-the postponement of the oath-taking until 
Philip was within three days' march of Thermopyl~-the keep
ing back of information about the danger of that pass, until 
the Athenians were left without leisure for deliberating on the 
conjuncture-all these grave charges remain without denial or 
justification. The refusal to depart at once on the second 
embassy, and to go straight to Philip in Thrace for the pro
tection of Kersobleptes, is indeed explained, but in a manner 
a strong feeling in the assembly and in the people against it. Demosthen@s 
must have forgotten, or did not wish to remember, his own harangue De 
Pace, delivered three years before. In spite of the repugnance of the 
people, very easy to understand, I conclude that the decree must have 
pa>sed; since, if it ~d been rejected, consequences must have arisen 
which would have come to our knowledge. 

VOL. XI. 0 
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which makes the case rather worse than better. And th( 
gravest matter of all-the false assurances given to the Atheniar 
public respecting Philip's purposes-are plainly admitted bj 
./Eschines.1 

In regard to these public assurances given by JEschine~ 
about Philip's intentions, corrupt mendacity appears to me th< 
only supposition admissible. There is nothing, even in hi! 
own account, to explain how he came to be beguiled into sud 
flagrant misjudgement; while the hypothesis of honest error i1 
yet further refuted by his own subsequent conduct. "If (argue• 
Demosthenes) JEschines had been sincerely misled by Philip 
so as to pledge his own veracity and character to the trutl 
of positive assurances given publicly before his countrymen 
respecting Philip's designs-then on finding that the resul 
belied him, and that he had fatally misled those whom h< 
undertook to guide, he would be smitten with compunction 
and would in particular abominate the name of Philip as on< 
who had disgraced him and made him an unconscious instru 
ment of treachery. But the fact has been totally otherwise 
immediately after the peace, ./Eschines visited Philip to shan 
his triumph, and has been ever since his avowed partisan an< 
advocate." 2 Such conduct is inconsistent with the suppositi01 
of honest mistake, and goes to prove-what the proceeding: 
of the second embassy all bear out-that JEschines was th< 
hired agent of Philip for deliberately deceiving his countrymeJ 
with gross falsehood. Even as reported by himself, the languag< 
of JEschines betokens his ready surrender of Grecian freedom 
and his recognition of Philip as a master; for he gives not onlJ 
his consent, but his approbation, to the entry of Philip withi1 
Thermopylre, 3 only exhorting him, when he comes there, t< 

1 .lEschin~s. Fals. Leg. p. 43· c. 37· TovTo Otl/( &:rra"}'"}'EtA.at, aA.ll 
llp.arrxorr8at p.o <!>"llrrtv. 

Compare p. 43, c. 36 ; p. 46, c. 41; p. 52, c. 54-also p. 31-41-alS< 
the speech against Ktesiphon, p. 65, c. 30. &s Tci.XtO"Ta <tuw IlvA.w• 
<l>lA.t'll"'lros 7rap'ijll8• 1<al •nh p.~v ~v <l>wl<<vrTt 7r6A.ets 7rapao6~ws O.vauTci.Tov 
lrrol"llu•, &c. 

2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. pp. 373, 374· I translate the substance of t!J, 
ar~ument, not the words . 

.lEschin@s, Fals. Leg. p. 43, c. 36. In rebutting the charge agains 
him of having betrayed the Phokians to Philip, .lEschin~s (Fals. Leg. pp 
46, 47) dwells upon the circumstance, that none of the Phokian exiles ap 
peared to assist in the accusation, and that some three or four Phokians au< 
Bceotians (whom he calls by name) were ready to appear as witnesses in hi 
favour. 

The reason why none of them appeared against !Iim appears to me suffi 
ciently explained by Demosthen@s. The Phokians were in a state far to• 
prostrate and terror-stricken to incur new enmities, or to come forward a 
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act against Thebes and in defence of the Bceotian cities. This, 
in an Athenian envoy, argues a blindness little short of treason. 
The irreparable misfortune, both for Athens and for free Greece 
generally, was to bring Philip within Therrnopylre, with power 
sufficient to put down Thebes and reconstitute Bceotia-even 
if it could have been made sure that such would be the first 

, employment of his power. The same negotiator, who had 
~begun his mission by the preposterous flourish of calling upon 
f Philip to giv~ up Am phi polis, ended by treacherously handing 
over to him a new conquest which he could not otherwise have 
acquired. Thermopylre, betrayed once berore by Ephialtes 
the Malian to Xerxes, was now betrayed a second time by 
the Athenian envoys to an extra-Hellenic power yet more 

~
formidable. ~ 

The ruinous peace of 346 B.C. was thus brought upon Athens 
not simply by mistaken impulses of her own, but also by the 

'

corruption of h:schines and the major part of her envoys. 
Demosthenes had certainly no hand in the result. H.e stood 
in decided opposition to the majority of the envoys ; a fact 
manifest as well from his own assurances, as from, the com
plaints vented against him, as a colleague insupportably 
troublesome, by h:schines. Demosthenes affirms too, that 
after fruitless opposition to the policy of the majority, he tried· 
to make known their misconduct to his countrymen at home 
both by personal return and by letter ; and that in both 
cases his attempts were frustrated. Whether he did all that he 
could towards this object, cannot be determined; but we find 
no proof of any shortcoming. The only point upon which 
Demosthenes appears open to censure, is, on his omission to 
protest emphatically during the debates of the month Elaphe
bolion at Athens, when the Phokians were first practically 
excluded from the treaty. I discover no other fault established 
on probable grounds against him, amidst the multifarious 
accusations, chiefly personal and foreign to the main issue, 
preferred by his opponent. ' 

accusers of one of the Athenian partisans of Philip, whose soldiers were in 
possession of their country. 

The reason why some of them appeared in his favour is also explained 
by A!.schines himself, when he states that he had pleaded for them before 
the Amphiktyonic assembly, and had obtained for them a mitigation of that 
·extreme penalty which their most violent enemies urged against them. To 
captives at the mercy of their opponents, such an interference might well 
appear deserving of g,ratitude ; quite apart from the question, how far 
JEschines as envoy, 5y his previous communications to the Athenian 
people, had contributed to betray Thermopylre and the Phokians to Philip. 
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Respecting Philokrates - the actual mover, in the Athenian 

assembly, of all the important resolutions tending to bring 
about this peace- -we learn, that being impeached by Hype
rides 1 not long afterwards, he retired from Athens without 
standing trial, and was condemned in his absence. Both he 
and .A<:schines (so Demosthenes asserts) had received from 
Philip bribes and grants out of the spoils of Olynthus ; and, 
Philokrates, especially, displayed his newly-acquired wealth at 1 
Athens with impudent ostentation.2 These are allegations in' 
themselves probable, though coming from a political rival. 
The peace, having disappointed every one's hopes, came 
speedily to be regarded with shame and regret, of which Philo· 
krates bore the brunt as its chief author. Both h~schines and 
Demosthenes sought to cast upon each other the imputation j 
of confederacy with Philokrates. ~ 

The pious feeling of Diodorus leads him to describe, with 
peculiar seriousness, the divine judgements which fell on all 
those concerned in despoiling the Delphian temple. Phalrekus, j 
,.,ith his mercenaries out of Phokis, retired first into Pelopon l 
nesus ; from thence seeking to cross to Tarentum, he was l 
forced back when actually on shipboard by a mutiny of his 
soldiers, and passed into Krete. Here he took service with 
the inhabitants of Knossus against those of Lyktus. Over the 
latter he gained a victory, and their city was only rescued from 
him by the unexpected arrival of the Spartan king Archidarnus. 
That prince, recently the auxiliary of Phalrekus in Phokis, was 
now on his way across the sea towards Tarentum, near which 
city he was slain a few years afterwards. Phalrekus, repulsed 
from Lyktus, next laid siege to Kydonia, and was bringing up 
engines to batter the walls, when a storm of thunder and 
lightning arose, so violent that his engines "were burnt by the 
divine fire," 8 and he himself with several soldiers perished in 
trying to extinguish the flames. His remaining army passed 
into Pelopon,nesus, where they embraced the cause of some 

1 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 376. This impeachment is alluded to by 
Hyperides hitmelf in his oration in deience of Euxenippus, recently dis
covered in an Egyptian papyrus, and edited by Mr. Churchill Babington, 
along with fragments from another oration of Hyperides (Cambridge, 1853, 
p. IJ). Hyperides takes some credit to himself for having made his accus
ation very special. Having set forth the expre>s words of the decree pro
posed and carried in the public assembly by Philokrati:s, he denounces the 
decree as mischievous to the people, and the prop"ser as having been 
bribed. 

2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. pp. 375, 376, 377, 386. • 
3 Diodor. xvi. 63. {rrro "Tov O<iov 1rvpbs ~ea..,-.tp/l.{x0'1)cra.v, &c. 
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Eleian exiles against the government of Elis ; but were van
quished, compelled to surrender, and either sold into slavery 
or put to death.1 Even the wives of the Phokian leaders, who 
had adorned themselves with some of the sacred donatives out 
of the Delphian temple, were visited with the like extremity of 
suffering. And while the gods dealt thus rigorously with the 

. authors of the sacrilege, they exhibited favour no less manifest 
towards their champion Philip, whom they exalted more and 
more towards the pinnacle of honour and dominion.2 

CHAPTER XC 

FROJ\I THE PEACE OF 346 B.C., TO THE BATTLE OF CHJERONEIA 

AND THE DEATH OF PHILIP 

I HAVE described in my last chapter the conclusion of the 
Sacred War, and the re-establishment of the Amphiktyonic 

t assembly by Philip ; together with the dishonourable peace of 
346 B.c., whereby Athens, after a war, feeble in management 
and inglorious in result, was betrayed by the treachery of her 
own envoys into the abandonment of the pass of Thermopyhe 
-a new sacrifice, not required by her actual position, and more 
fatal to her future security than any of the previous losses. 
This important pass, the key of Greece, had now come into 
possession of Philip, who occupied it, together with the Phokian 
territory, by a permanent garrison of his own troops.8 The 
Amphiktyonic :~.ssembly had become an instrument for his 
exaltation. Both Thebans and Thessalians were devoted to 
his interest ; rejoicing in the ruin of their common enemies 
the Phokians, without reflecting on the more formidable power 
now established on their frontiers. Though the power of 
Thebes had been positively increased by regaining Orchomenus 
and Koroneia, yet, comparatively speaking, the new position of 
Philip brought upon her, as well as upon Athens and the rest 
of Greece, a degradation and extraneous mastery such as had 
never before been endured.4 

1 Diodor. xvi. 61, 62, 63. 
2 Diodor. xvi. 64; Justin, viii. 2. "Dignum itaque qui a Diis proximns 

habeatilr, per quem Deorum majestas vindicata sit." 
Some of these mercenaries, however, who had been employed in Phokis, 

perished in Sicily in the service of Timoleon-as has been already related. 
s Demosth. Philipp. iii. p. I 19. 
4 Demosth. De Pac@, P· 62. vvvl 0~ 07]/3alots 1rpos !J.EV 'TO 'T~V xd!pav KE/!0· 

p.l<T6at, Kall.ll.tcrra .,.l-rrpa~>:rat, 1rpos o€ r•l·'~" tcalo&{av, a.tcrx•crra, &c. 
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This new position of Philip, as champion of the Amphiktyonic 

assembly, and within the line of common Grecian defence, was 
profoundly felt by Demosthenes. A short time after the sur
render of ThermOfJylce, when the Thessalian and Macedonian 
envoys had arrived at Athens, announcing the recent deter
mination of the Amphiktyons to confer upon Philip the place 
in that assembly from whence the Phokians had been just 
expelled, concurrence of Athens in this vote was invited; but 
the Athenians, mortified and exasperated at the recent turn 
of events, were hardly disposed to acquiesce. Here we find 
Demosthenes taking the cautious side, and strongly advising 
compliance. He insists upon the necessity of refraining from 
any measure calculated to break the existing peace, however 
deplorable may have been its conditions; and of giving no 
pretence to the Amphiktyons for voting conjoint war against 
Athens, to be executed by Philip.l These recommendations, 
prudent under the circumstances, prove that Demosthenes, 
though dissatisfied with the peace, was anxious to keep it now 
that it was made ; and that if he afterwards came to renew his 
exhortations to war, this was owing to new encroachments and 
more menacing attitude on the part of Philip. 

We have other evidences, besides the Demosthenic speech 
just cited, to attest the effect of Philip's new position on the 
Grecian mind. Shortly after the peace, and before the break
ing up of the Phokian towns into villages had been fully carried 
into detail, Isokrates published his letter addressed to Philip
the Oratio ad Philippum. The purpose of this letter is, to 
invite Philip to reconcile the four great cities of Greece
Sparta, Athens, Thebes, and Argos; to put himself at the head 
of their united force, as well as of Greece generally ; and to 
invade Asia, for the purpose of overthrowing the Persian 
empire, of liberating the Asiatic Greeks, and of providing new 
homes for the unsettled wanderers in Greece. The remarkable 
point here is, that Isokrates puts the Hellenic world under 
subordination and pupilage to Philip, renouncing all idea of 
it as a self-sustaining and self-regulating system. He extols 
Philip's exploits, good fortune, and power, above all historical 
parallels-treats him unequivocally as the chief of Greece
and only exhorts him to make as good use of his power, as his 
ancestor Herakles had made in early times.2 He recommends 
him, by impartial and conciliatory behaviour trnvards all, to 
acquire for himself the same devoted esteem among tqe Greeks 

1 Demosth. De Pace, pp. 6o, 6r. • 
2 hokrati!s, Or. v. ad Philipp. s. 128-135. 
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as that which now prevailed among his own Macedonian 
officers-or as that which existed among the Lacedremonians 
towards the Spartan kings. 1 Great and melancholy indeed is 
the change which had come over the old age of Isokrates, 
since he published the Panegyrical Oration (380 B.C.-thirty
four years before), wherein he invokes a united Pan-Hellenic 
expedition against Asia, under the joint guidance of the two 
Hellenic chiefs by land and sea-Sparta and Athens ; and 
wherein he indignantly denounces Sparta for having, at the 
peace of Antalkidas, introduced for her own purposes a Persian 
rescript to impose laws on the Grecian world. The prostration 
of Grecian dignity, serious as it was, involved in the peace of 
Antalkidas, was far less disgraceful than that recommended by 
Isokrates towards Philip--'-himself indeed personally of Hellenic 
parentage, but a Macedonian or barbarian (as Demosthenes 2 

terms him) by power and position. As JEschines, when em
ployed in embassy from Athens to Philip, thought that his 
principal duty consisted in trying to persuade him by eloquence 
to restore Amphipolis to Athens, and put down Thebes-so 
Isokrates relies upon his skilful pen to dispose the new chief 
to a good use of imperial power-to make him protector of 
Greece, and conqueror of Asia. If copious and elegant flattery 
could work such a miracle, Isokrates might. hope for success. 
But it is painful to note the increasing subservience, on the 
part of estimable Athenian freemen like Isokrates, to a foreign 
potentate; and the declining sentiment of Hellenic independ-
PnrP- ~nrl tlianltu t--rn1c!:'lrnf"\11c oft~l" tht::t. :'oo:~~I"'A .n.f ,3 ~ h o ro ~,... 

reference to Philip. 
From Isokrates as well as from Demosthenes, we thus obtain 

evidence of the imposing and. intimidating effect of Philip's 
name in Greece after the peace of 346 B.C. Ochus, the Persian 
king, was at this time embarrassed by unsubdued revolt among 
his subjects; which Isokrates urges as one motive for Philip 
to attack him. Not only Egypt, but also Phenicia and Cyprus, 
were in revolt against the Persian king. One expedition (if 
not two) on a large scale, undertaken by him for the purpose 
of reconquering Egypt, had been disgracefully repulsed, in 
consequence of the ability of the generals (Diophantus an 
Athenian and Lamius a Spartan) who commanded the Grecian 

1 Isokrat. Or. v. ad Philipp. s. 91. 8'To.V oli'Tw 1ita8~s 'Tous"E;I.;\.?')Vo.s, &rr1r<p 
O~s 1\.cuceOat,u.ovlov~ "TE 1rpOs ;oVs Ea~-riiw /3~trt~Eas ~xovTa.s, To ... Vs 0, /Talpo~s 
Tovs uoh 1tpos <T< 15tal<fltJ.<Vous. E<TTt o ou xo.;\.<7tOV TVX"" TOUT"'"• 'fiv 
€8e"--Fiur~s Ko<vos ll:lro.ut -y<v,u8o.t, &c. 

2 D~mosth. Philipp. iii. p. n8. 
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mercenaries in the service of tht. LgyptiMt prince Nektanebus.1 

About the time of the peace of 346 B.c. in Greece, however, 
Ochus appears to have renewed with better success his attack 
on Cyprus, Phenicia, and Egypt. To reconquer Cyprus, he 
put in requisition the force of the Karian prince ldrieus (brother 
and successor of Mausolus and Artemisia), at this time not 
only the most powerful prince in Asia Minor, but also master 
of the Grecian islands Chios, Kos, and Rhodes, probably by 
means of an internal oligarchy in each, who ruled in his interest 
and through his soldiers.2 ldrieus sent to Cyprus a force of 
40 triremes and 8ooo mercenary troops, under the command 
of the Athenian Phokion and of Evagoras, an exiled member 
of the dynasty reigning at Salamis in the island. After a long 
siege of Salamis it:self, which was held against the Persian king 
by Protagoras, probably another member of the same dynasty 
- and after extensive operations throughout the rest of this 
rich island, affording copious plunder to the soldiers, so as to 
attract numerous volunteers from the mainbnd·--all Cyprus 
was again brought under the Persian authority. 3 

'l'he Phenicians had revolted from Ochus at the same time 
as the Cypriots, and in concert with Nektanebus prince of 
Egypt, from whom they received a reinforcement of 4ooo 
Greek mercenaries under Mentor the Rhodian. Of the three 
great Phenician cities, Sidon, Tyre, and Aradus-each a 
separate political community, but administering their common 
affairs at a joint town called Tripolis, composed of three 
separate walled circuits, a furlong apart fwm each other-Sidon 
was at once the oldest, the richest, and the greatest suffert r 
from Persian oppression. Hence the Sidonian population, with 

1 lsokrates, Or. v. Philipp. s. uS; Diodor. xv. 40, 44, 48. Diodmus 
allud"s three several times to this repulse of Ochus from Egypt. Comp·nc 
llemo;;th. De H.hod. Libert. p. 193· 

Trogus mentions three different expeditions of Ochu' against Egypt 
(A_rgument., ad Justin. I!~· x.). , , , , _ _ 

··· Isokratcs, Or. v. Phthpp. s. 102. lop«a ')'< -rlw <v1ropw-ra-rov -rwv vv v 
1repl -r1}v fj'lr<lpov, &c. 

I>emo~th. De !'ace, p. 63. ~p.<ls lie lwp.ev- ·JCal -rov Kapa -rO.s vhcrov< 
tcaTail.ap.f)dve•v, X[ov teal Kwv tcal 'P&oov, &c. An oration delivered in the 
!at t<·r half of 346 B. c. after the peace. 

Compare Demo,;th. De Rhod. Libertat. p. I2t, an oration.four years 
e3rlier. 

" Diodor. xvi. 42 ·46. In the Inscription ~u. 87 of Boeckh's Corpus 
Inscriptt., we find a decree passed by the Athenians recognising friendship 
an·l hospitality with the Sidonian prince Strata-from whom they seem 
to have received a donation of ten talents. The note of date in this decree 
is not preserved ; but M. Boeckh conceives it to da~ between Olympiad 
IOI 104. 
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their prince Tennes, stood foremost in the revolt against Ochus, 
employing their great wealth in hiring soldiers, preparing arms, 
and accumulating every means of defence. In the first out
break they expelled the Persian garrison, seized and punished 
some of the principal officers, and destroyed the adjoining 
palace and park reserved for the satrap or king. Having 
further defeated the neighbouring satraps of Kilikia and Syria, 
they strengthened the defences of the city by triple ditches, 
heightened walls, and a fleet of roo triremes and quinqueremes. 
Incensed at these proceedings, Ochus marched with an immense 
force from Babylon. But his means of corruption served him 
better than his arms. The Sidonian prince Tennes, in com
bination with Mentor, entered into private bargain with him, 
betrayed to him first one hundred of the principal citizens, and 
next placed the Persian army in possession of the city-walls. 
Ochus, having slain the hundred citizens surrendered to him, 
together with five hundred rpore who came to him with boughs 
of supplication, intimated his purpose of taking signal revenge 
on the Sidonians generally; who took the desperate resolution, 
first of burning their fleet that no one might escape-next, of 
shutting themselves up with their families, and setting fire each 
man to his own house. In this deplorable conflagration 4o,ooo 
persons are said to have perished; and such was the wealth. 
destroyed, that the privilege of searching the ruins was 
purchased for a large sum of money. Instead of rewarding 
the traitor Tennes, Ochus concluded the tragedy by putting 
him to death. 1 

Flushed with this unexpected success, Ochus marched with 
an immense force against Egypt. He had in his army ro,ooo 
Greeks : 6ooo by requisition from the Greek cities in Asia 
Minor; 3000 by request from Argos; and rooo from Thebes.2 
To Athens and Sparta, he had sent a like request, but had 
received from both a courteous refusal. His army, Greek and 
Asiatic, the largest which Persia had.sent forth for many years, 
was distributed into three divisions, each commanded by one 
Greek and one Persian general ; one of the three divisions was 
confided to Mentor and the eunuch Bagoas, the two ablest 
servants of the Persian king. The Egyptian prince Nektanebus, 
having b~en long aware of the inpending attack, had also 
assembled a numerous force; no less than 2o,ooo mercenary 
Greeks, with a far larger body of Egyptians and Libyans. He 

1 Diodor. xvi. 42, 43, 45· "Occisis optimatibus Sidona cepit Ochus" 
(Tragus, Argum. ad Jftstin. lib. x. ). 

2 Diodor. xvi. 47; Isokrat~s, Or. xii. Panathenaic. s. 171. 
0 2 
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had also taken special care to put the eastern branch of the 
Nile, with the fortress of Pelusium at its mouth, in a full state 
of defence. But these ample means of defence were rendered 
unavailing, partly by his own unskilfulness and incompetence, 
partly by the ability and cunning of Mentor and Bag6as. 
Nektanebus was obliged to retire into Ethiopia; all Egypt fell 
with little resistance into the hands of the Persians; the fortified 
places capitulated-the temples were pillaged, with an immense 
booty to the victors-and even the sacred archives of the 
temples were carried off, to be afterwards resold to the priests 
for an additional sum of money. The wealthy territory of 
Egypt again became a Persian province, under the satrap 
Pherendates; while Ochus returned to Babylon, with a large 
increase both of dominion and of reputation. The Greek 
mercenaries were dismissed to return home, with an ample 
harvest both of pay and plunder .I They constituted in fact the 
principal element of force on both sides; some Greeks enabled 
the Persian king to subdue revolters,2 while others lent their 
strength to the revolters against him. 

By this re-conquest of Phenicia and Egypt, Ochus relieved 
himself from that contempt into which he had fallen through 
the failure of his former expedition,3 and even exalted the 

1 Diodor. xvi. 47-5I. Ley, Fata et Conditio .IEgypti sub Regno 
Persarum, pp. 25, 26 

2 Isokrates, Or. iv. Philipp. s. I49· Kal robs O.cpurrap.evovs r?)s apx?)s T?)s 
{3run71.ews O'Vf'/CaTatrTpecp6p.•Oa, &c. 

8 Isokrates, Or. iv. Philipp. s. II7, r2r, r6o. Diodorus places the suc
cessful expeditions of Ochus against Phenicia and Egypt during the thn:e 
years between 35I-348 B.C. (Diodor. xvi. 40--52). In my judgement, they 
were not executed until after the conclusion of the peace between Philip 
and Athens in March 346 B.C. ; they were probably brought to a close in 
the two summers of 346-345 B.C. The Discourse or Letter of Isokrates to 
Philip appears better evidence on this point of chronology, than the asser
tion of Diodorus. The Discourse of Isokrates was published shortly after 
the peace of March 346 B.c., and addressed to a prince perfectly well 
informed of all the public events of his time. One of the main arguments 
used by Isokrates to induce Philip to attack the Persian empire, is the 
weakness of Ochus in consequence of Egypt and Phenicia being still in 
revolt and unsubdued-and the contempt into which Ochus had fallen from 
having tried to reconquer F:gypt and having been ignominiously repulsed~ 
a'1T?)71.0ev ~ICiiOev (Ochus) ov p.6vov -Y]TT1)0ds a71.71.a /Cal 1CaTa-ye71.a0"0els, /Cal 86~as 
olin {3a0'<71.e6E<v oliTE trTpa-r7J-ye1v tt~ws elva< (s. rr8) .... oil-rw qcp68pa 
p.ep.<0'1J!J.~VOS /Cal /CaTa'1TE</>pOV1J!J.~VOS {,cp' a'lTclVT(A)V &is ovB•ls 7rJ,'1ToT€ TWV 
{3aO'<il.evtrclVTwv (s. r6o). 

The reconquest of Egypt by Ochus, with an immense army and a large 
number of Greeks engaged on both sides, must have b<:en one of the most 
impressive events of the age. Diodorus may perhaps have confounded the 
date of the first expeditiun, wherein Ochus failed, "~th that of the second, 
wherein he succeeded. 
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Persian empire in force and credit to a point nearly as high as 
it had ever occupied before. The Rhodian Mentor, and the 
Persian Bag6as, both of whom had distinguished themselves in 
the Egyptian campaign, became from this time among his most 
effective officers. Bag6as accompanied Ochus into the interior 
provinces, retaining his full confidence; while Mentor, re
warded with a sum of 100 talents, and loaded with Egyptian 
plunder, was invested with the satrapy.of the Asiatic seaboard.1 

He here got together a considerable body of Greek mercenaries, 
with whom he rendered signal service to the Persian king. 
Though the whole coast was understood to belong to the· 
Persian empire, yet there were many separate strong towns and 
positions held by chiefs who had their own military force; 
neither paying tribute nor obeying orders. Among these 
chiefs, one of the most conspicuous was Hermeias, who re
sided in the stronghold of Atarneus (on the mainland opposite 
to Lesbos), but had in pay many troops and kept garrisons 
in many neighbouring places. Though partially disabled by 
accidental injury in childhood, 2 Hermeias was a man of 
singular energy and ability, and had conquered for himself this 
dominion. But what has contributed. most to his celebrity, is, 
that he was the attached friend and admirer of Aristotle; who 
passed three years with him at Atarneus, after the death of 
Plato in 348-347 B.c.-and who has commemorated his merits 
in a noble ode. By treachery and false promises, Mentor 
seduced Hermeias into an interview, seized his person, and 
employed his signet-ring to send counterfeit orders whereby he 
became master of Atarneus and all the remaining places held 

. by Hermeias. Thus, by successful perfidy, Mentor reduced 
the most vigorous of the independent chiefs on the Asiatic 
coast; after which, by successive conquests of the same kind, 
he at length brought the whole coast effectively under Persian 
dominion.8 

1 Diodor. xvi. 5o-52. 
2 Strabo, xiv. p. 610. Suidas v. Aristotelis-Bl".Blas ~K 'lTat36s. 
s Diodorus places the appointment 'of Mentor to the satrapy of the 

Asiatic coast, and his seizure of Hermeias, in Olymp. 107, 4 (349-348 B.c.), 
immediately after the successful invasion of Egypt. 

But this,. date cannot be COFect, since Aristotle visited Hermeias at 
Atarneus after the death of Plato, and passed three years with him-from 
the archonship of Theophilus (348-347 B.c. Olymp. 108, I), in which year 
Plato died-to the archonship of Eubulus (345-344 B.C. Olymp. ro8, 4) 
(Vita Aristotelis ap. Dionys. Hal. Epist. ad Ammreum, c. 5 ; Scriptt. 
Biographici, p. 397, ed. WestenBann); Diogen. Laert. v. 7· 

Here is another rea~m confirming the remark made in my former note, 
that Diodorus has placed the conquest of Egypt by Ochus three or four 
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The peace between Philip and the Athenians lasted without 

any formal renunciation on either side for more than six years; 
from March 346 B.C. to beyond 1Iidsummer 340 B.c. But 
though never formally renounced during that interval, it became 
gradually more and more violated in practice by both parties. 
To furnish a consecutive history of the events of these few 
years, is beyond our power. We have nothing to guide us but 
a few orations of Demosthenes; 1 which, while conveying a 
lively idea of the feeling of the time, touch, by way of allusion 
and as materials for reasoning, upon some few facts; yet hardly 
enabling us to string together those facts into an historical 
series. A brief sketch of the general tendencies of this period 
is all that we can venture upon. 

Philip was the great aggressor of the age. The movement 
everywhere, in or near Greece, began with him, and with those 
parties in the various cities, who acted on his instigation and 
looked up to him for support. We hear of his direct inter
vention, or of the effects of his exciting suggestions, every· 
where; in Peloponnesus, at Ambrakia and Leukas, in Eubcea, 
and in Thrace. The inhabitants of Megalopolis, Messene and 
Argos, were soliciting his presence in Peloponnesus, and his 
active co-operation against Sparta. Philip intimated a purpose 
of going there himself, and sent in the mean time soldiers and 

years too early; since the apt>ointment of Mentor to the satrapy of the 
Asiatic coast follows naturally and immediately after the distinguished part 
which he had taken in the conquest of Egypt. 

The seizure of Hermeias by Mentor must probably have ta1<en place 
about 343 B.C. The stay of Aristotle with l!ermeias will pt obably have 
occupied the three years between 347 and 344 B. c. 

Respecting tl.e chronology of these event·;, Mr. Clinton follows Din
darns: Bi.ihnecke dissents from him· ·rightly, in my jude;emt·nt (Forschungen, 
p. 460··734, note). Bohnecke seems to think that the pcr,on mention~d in 
Demosth. Philipp. iv. (pp. 139, 140) ns having been seiz~d and carried up 
prisoner to the king of Persia, accused of plotting with Philip measures of 
hostility against the latter~is Hermeias. This io not in itself improl>able, 
but the authority of the commentator Ulpian seems hardly sufficient to 
warrant us in positively asserting the id<·ntity. 

It is remarkable that Diodorus makes no mention of the !'eace of 346 B.C. 
between Philip and the Athenians. 

1 D··mosthenes, Philippic ii. . . . . 
---- --· .. -ne Halormeso, not genuine 

- - .... -- De Falsil. Legatiune 
.tb;chines, D<: Falsil. Legatiune 
Demosthenes, Ue Chersoneso 
--- - . -- . Philipp. iii. 

Philipp. iv . 
. ad Philipp. Epist. 

lleliver\:d it1 

B.<'. 344 313 
B.C. 343· 342 

ib . 
ib. 

n.c. 342-341 
ib. 

• n. <'. 341 -J:• · 
B. C. 34tr-339 
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money, with a formal injunction to Sparta that she must re
nounce all pretension to Messene.1 He established a footing 
in Elis, 2 by furnishing troops to an oligarchical faction, and 
enabling them to become masters of the government, after a 
violent revolution. Connected probably with this intervention 
in Elis, was his capture of the three Eleian colonies, Pandosia, 
Bucheta, and Elateia, on the coast of the Epirotic Kassopia, 
near the Gulf of Am brakia. He made over these three towns 
to his brother-in-law Alexander, whom he exalted to be prince 
of the Epirotic Molossians 3-deposing the reigning prince 
Arrhybas. He further attacked the two principal Grecian cities 
in that region-Ambrakia and Leukas; but here he appears to 
have failed. 4 Detachments of his troops showed themselves 
near Megara and Eretria, to the aid of philippising parties in 
these cities and to the serious alarm of the Athenians. Philip 
established more firmly his dominion over Thessaly, distribut
ing the country into four divisions, and planting a garrison 
in Phene, the city most disaffected to him.5 We also read, 
that he again overran and subdued the Illyrian, Dardanian, 
and Preonian tribes on his northern and western boundary ; 
capturing many of their towns, and bringing back much spoil; 
and that he defeated the Thracian prince Kersobleptes, to the 
great satisfaction of the Greek cities on and near the Helles
pont.6 He is said further to have redistributed the population 
of Macedonia, transferring inhabitants from one town to another 
according as he desired to favour or discourage residence-to 
the great misery and suffering of the families so removed.7 

1 Demosth. De Pace, p. 6r; Philippic ii. p. 69. 
2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 424 ; Pausan. iv. 28, 3· 
3 Justin, viii. 6. Diodorus states· th~t Alexander did not become prince 

until after the death ofArrhybas (xvi. 72). 
4 Pseudo-Demosth. De Halonneso, p. 84; Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 424-

435; Philippic iii. p. rr7-r2o; Philippic iv. p. 133· 
As these enterprises of Philip against Ambrakia and Leukas are not 

noticed in the second Philippic, but only in orations of later date, we may 
perhaps presume that they did not take place till after Olymp. 109, r =B.C. 
344-343· But this is not a very certain inference. 

• Demosth. Fals. Leg. pp. 368, 424, 436; Philipp. iii. rr7, 1 r8; iv. p 
133 ; De Coronft, p. 324; Pseudo-Demosth. De Halonneso, p. 84. 

Compare Harpokration, v .. AEKaliapxlu.. 
6 Diodor. xvi. 69, 7 r. 
7 Jus tin, viii. 5, 6. "Reversus <in regnum, ut pecora pastores nunc in 

hybernos, nunc in restivos saltus trajiciunt-sic ille populos et urbes, ut' illi 
vel replenda vel derelinquenda qurequre loca videbantur, ad libidinem 
suam transfert. Miseranda ubique facies et similis cxcidio erat," &c. 
Compare Livy, xl. 3,•where similar proceedings of Philip son of Demetrius 
(B.C. r82) are described. 
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Such was the exuberant activity of Philip, felt everywhere 

from the coasts of the Propontis to those of the Ionian sea and 
the Corinthian Gulf. Every year his power increased ; while 
the cities of the Grecian world remained passive, uncombined, 
and without recognising any one of tht.:ir own number as 
leader. The philippising factions were everywhere rising in 
arms or conspiring to seize the governments for their own 
account under Philip's auspices; while those who clung to free 
and popular Hellenism were discouraged and thrown on the 
defensive.1 

It was Philip's policy to avoid or postpone any breach of 
peace with Athens; the only power under whom Grecian 
combination against him was practicable. But a politician like 
Demosthenes foresaw clearly enough the coming absorption of 
the Grecian world, Athens included, into the dominion of 
Macedonia, unless some means could be found of reviving 
among its members a spirit of vigorous and united defence. 
In or before the year 344 B.c., we find this orator again coming 
forward in the Athenian assembly, persuading his countrymen 
to send a mission into Peloponnesus, and going himself among 
the envoys. 2 He addressed both to the ~[essenians and 
Argeians emphatic remonstrances on their devotion to Philip; 
reminding them that from excessive fear and antipathy towards 
Sparta, they were betraying to him their own freedom, as well 
as that of all their Hellenic brethren.3 Though heard with 
approbation, he does not flatter himself with having worked 
any practical change in their views.~ But it appears that 
envoys reached Athens (in 344-343 B.c.) to whom some 
answer was required, and it is in suggesting that answer that 
Demosthenes delivers his second Philippic. He denounces 
Philip anew, as an aggressor stretching his power on every side, 
violating the peace with Athens, and preparing ruin for the 
Grecian world. 5 Without advising immediate war, he calls on 

1 See a striking passage in the fourth Philippic of Demosthen@s, p. 132. 
2 Demosth. De Coronlt, p. 252. 
3 Demosth. Philipp. ii. pp. 7 r, 72. Demosthenes himself reports to the 

Athenian assembly (in 344-343 B.c.) what he had said to the Messenians 
and Argeians. 4 Demosth. Philipp. ii. p. 72. 

~ Demosth. Philipp. ii. p. 66-72. Who these envoys were, or from 
whence they came, does not appear from the oration. Libanius in his 
argument 'ays that they had come join~y from Philip, from the Argeians, 
and from the Messenians. Dionysius Hal. (ad Ammreum, p. 737) states 
that they came out of Pelouonnesus. 

I cannot bring myself to believe, on the authority of Libanius, that there 
were any envoys present from Philip. The tenor of the di;course appears 
to contradict that supposition. 
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the Athenians to keep watch and ward, and to organise defensive 
alliance among the Greeks generally. 

The activity of Athens, unfortunately, was shown in nothing 
but words ; to set off against the vigorous deeds of Philip. But 
they were words of Demosthenes, the force of which was felt 
by Philip's partisans in Greece, and occasioned such annoy
ance to Philip himself that he sent to Athens more than once 
envoys and letters of remonstrance. His envoy, an eloquent 
Byzantine named Python,1 addressed the Athenian assembly 
with much success, complaining of the calurr' --·----~-- -·;; 
against Philip-asserting emphatically that I was ammated 
with the best sentiments towards Athens, 8 1 desired only to 
have an opportunity of rendering service tc, ,1er-and offering 
to review and amend the terms of the late peace. Such general 
assurances of friendship, given with eloquence and emphasis, 
produced considerable effect in the Athenian assembly, as they 
had done from the mouth of LEschines during the discussions 
on the peace. The proposal of Python was taken up by the 
Athenians, and two amendments were proposed. 1. Instead 
of the existing words of the peace-" That each party should 
have what they actually had "-it was moved to substitute this 
phrase-" That each party should have their own." 2 2. That 
not merely the allies of Athens and of Philip, but also all the 
other Greeks, should be included in the peace ; That all of 
them should remain free and autonomous; That if any of them 
were attacked, the parties to the treaty on both sides would 
lend them armed assistance forthwith. 3· That Philip should 
be required to make restitution of those places, Doriskus, 
Serreium, &c., which he had captured from Kersobleptes after 
the day when peace was sworn at Athens. 

The first amendment appears to have been moved by a citizen 
named Hegesippus, a strenuous anti-philippising politician, 
supporting the same views as Demosthenes. Python, with the 
other envoys of Philip, present in the assembly, either accepted 

1 Pseudo-Demosth. De Halonneso, pp. 8r, 82. Winiewski (Comment. 
Histor. in Demosth. De Coronft, p. 140) thinks that the embassy of Python 
to Athens is the very embassy to which the second Philippic of Demo
sthen€s provides or introduces a reply. I agree with Bohnecke in regarding 
this supposition as improbable. 

2 Pseudo-Demosth. De Halonneso, p. 81. nepl a~ T1is .Zp~V'f/S, ~~~ 
Hiocra.v 7]p.'iv oi 1rpecr{3e~s o! 1ra.p' ~1<dvov 7r1ep.cp6t!v.,-es ~"a.vop8wcro.
cr6a.t, IJ.,-tl7r'fi11Wp6wucJ.p.e6a., f) 7ra.p/;. 7rUrTIII lJ.v9pW7rOIS bp.oll.o-y<'iTal 8£1<a.1ov 
elva.1, ~lta.'I'Ef'OVS ~~Ell'.,-/;. ~a.VTWII, lJ.p.cptrr{3f1TE'i (Philip) ft~ lleowtteva.t, 
!-''flO~ .,-ol.s 1rpiuf3e•s ra.vT' elpf/tct!va.• 1rpos· tJ,_.iis, &c. 

Compare Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 398. 
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these amendments, or at least did not protest against them. 
He partook of the public hospitality of the city as upon an 
understanding mutually settled.1 Hegesippus with other Athe
nians was sent to Macedonia to procure the ratification of 
Philip ; who admitted the justice of the second amendment, 
offered arbitration respecting the third, but refused to ratify 
the first-disavowing both the general proposition and the 
subsequent acceptance of his envoys at Athens. 2 Moreover he 
displayed great harshness in the reception of Hegesippus and 
his colleagues ; banishing from Macedonia the Athenian poet 
XenokleiJes, for having shown hospitality towards them. 8 The 
original treaty therefore remained unaltered. 

Hegesippus and his colleagues had gone to Maceclonia, not 
simply to present for Philip's acceptance the two amendments 
just indicated, but also to demand from him the restoration of 
the little island of Halonnesus (near Skiathos), which he had 
taken since the peace. Philip denied that the island belonged 
to the Athenians, or that they had any right to make such a 
demand; affirming that he had taken it, not from them, but 
from a pirate named Sostratus, who was endangering the 
navigation of the neighbouring sea---and that it now belonged 
to him. If the Athenians disputed this, he offered to submit 
the question to arbitration; to restore the island to Athens, 
should the arbitrators decide against him-or to give it to her, 
even should they decide in his favour. 4 

Since we know that Philip treated Hegesippus and the other 
1 Psendo-Demosth. De llalonneso, p. 81. See Olpian ad Demos\h. 

Fals. Leg. p. 364. 
2 Pseudo-Demosth. De Halonne>o, f'P· 8r, 84, 85. ltf.<tJ><u!3rrr•"i f'~l 

o•owKEVat (Philip contends that he never tendered the ttrms of peace for 
amendment) p.7J5€ Toils wp€0'/3£LS TaVT' eip1JK~vat 1rpOs VJ.L'Cts .•.• ToVTo B~ 
To bravop6wp.a. (the second amendment) op.o'A.o"'fwv Ev Tj) brt<J''I'o'A.·~, &s 
&.~eoVt:'Te, 0[Kat&v ,, elvat ~eal OfxeCTBat, &c. 

" Hegesippus was much denounced by the philippising orators at Athens 
(Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 364). His embas'y to l'hilip has been treated by 
some authors as enforcing a "grossly sophistic:al construction of an article 
in the peace," which Philip justly resented. But in my judgemt'nt it was 
no construction of the original treaty, nor was there any sot,h:stry on the 
part of Athens. It was an amended clause, present~d by the Athenians in 
place of the original. They never affirm<·d that the amended c.lause meant 
the same thing as the clause prior to amtndment. On the contrary, they 
in•ply that the meaning is not the same·· and it is on that ground that they 
submit the amended form of words. 

4 Compare Pseudo-Dcmosth. De Halonnt'so, p. 77, and the Epistola 
Philippi, p. !62. The former says, l'A.<"'(E OE KU1Trp0s np.as 'I'OtoV'I'OVS '11.6-yovs, 
H:: e w p O,s a.l! "To v E 7r p f ~ /3 f' V u :" ~ E v<, Ws ..... AvuTtt.s «weA.&Ji.t:vas -r«VT1JV -r7w 
PYJa'OV 1C'T7jCJ'atTO, Kctl 7TpOU'Ifl\~tJI CWT1]'11 ECW'TUV efvat. 

Philip's letter agrees as to tht: main fncts. 
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envoys with peculiar harshness, it is probable that the diplo
matic argument between them, about Halonnesus as well as 
about other matters, was conducted with angry feeling on both 
sides. Hence an island, in itself small and insignificant, be
came the subject of prolonged altercation for two or three 
years. When Hegesippus and Demosthenes maintained that 
Philip had wronged the Athenians about Halonnesus, and that 
it could only be received from him in restitution of rightful 
Athenian ownership, not as a gift propno motu-JEschines and 
others treated the question with derision, as a controversy about 
syllables.1 "Philip (they said) offers to give us Halonnesus. Let 
us take it and set the question at rest. What need to care whether 
he gives it to us, or gives it back to us? " The comic writers 
made various jests on the same verbal distinction, as though 
it were a mere silly subtlety. But though party-orators and 
wits might here find a point to turn or a sarcasm to place, it 
is certain that well-conducted diplomacy, modern as well as 
ancient, has been always careful to note the distinction as 
important. The question here had no reference to capture 
during war, but during peace. No modern diplomatist will 
accept restitution of what has been unlawfully taken, if he is 
called upon to recognise it as gratuitous cession from the 
captor. The plea of Philip-that he haq taken the island, not 
from Athens, but from the pirate Sostratus-was not a valid 
excuse, assuming that the island really belonged to Athens. 
If Sostratus had committed piratical damage, Philip ought to 
have applied to Athens for redress, which he evidently did not 
do. It was only in case of redress being refused, that he 
could be entitled to right himself by force; and even then, it 
may be doubted whether his taking of the island could give 
him any right to it against Athens. The Athenians refused 
his proposition of arbitration; partly because they were satisfied 
of their own right to the island-partly because they were 
jealous of admitting Philip to any recognised right of interference 
with their insular ascendency.2 

Halonnesus remained under garrison by Philip, forming one 
among many topics of angry communication by letters and by 
envoys, between him and Athens-until at length (seemingly 
about 341 B.c.) the inhabitants of the neighbouring island of 
Peparethus retook it and carried off his garrison. Upon this 
proceeding Philip addressed several remonstrances, both to the 
Peparethians and to the Athenians. Obtaining no redress, he 

1 A<:schin~s adv. Ktesrph. p. 65, c. 30. ?r<pl O'vli.'Aa{Jwv otacpepop.e~os, &c. 
2 Pseudo·Demosth. De Ha!onneso, p. 78-So. 
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attacked Peparethus, and took severe revenge upon the in
habitants. The Athenians then ordered their admiral to make 
reprisals upon him, so that the war, though not yet actually 
declared, was approaching nearer and nearer towards renewa1. 1 

But it was not only in Halonnesus that Athens found herself 
beset by Philip and the philippising factions. Even her own 
frontier on the side towards Bceotia now required constant 
watching, since the Thebans had been relieved from their 
Phokian enemies; so that she was obliged to keep garrisons 
of hoplites at Drymus and Panaktum.2 In Megara an insurgent 
party under Perilaus had laid plans for seizing the city through 
the aid of a body of Philip's troops, which could easily be sent 
from the Macedonian army now occupying Phokis, by sea to 
Pegre, the Megarian port on the Krissrean Gulf. Apprised of 
this conspiracy, the Megarian government solicited aid from 
Athens. Phokion, conducting the Athenian hop lites to Megara 
with the utmost celerity, assured the safety of the city, and at 
the same time re-established the Long Walls to Nisa~a, so as 
to render it always accessible to Athenians by sea.8 In Eubcea, 
the cities of Oreus and Eretria fell into the hands of the 
philippising leaders, and became hostile to Athens. In Oreus, 
the greater part of the citizens were persuaded to second the 
views of Philip's chief adherent Philistides; who prevailed on 
them to silence the remonstrances, and imprison the person, 
of the opposing leader Euphrreus, as a disturber of the public 
peace. Philistides then, watching his opportunity, procured 
the introduction of a body of Macedonian troops, by means 
of whom he assured to himself the rule of the city as Philip's 
instrument; while Euphrreus, agonised with grief and alarm, 
slew himself in prison. At Eretria, Kleitarchus with others 
carried on the like conspiracy. Having expelled their principal 
opponents, and refused admission to Athenian envoys, they 
procured xooo Macedonian troops under Hipponikus; they 
thus mastered Eretria itself, and destroyed the fortified seaport 

1 Epistol. Philipp. ap. Demosth. p. 162. The oration of Pseudo-Demo
sthen~s De Halonneso is a discourse addressed to the people on one of these 
epistolary communications of Philip, brought by some envoys who had also 
addressed the people vivd voce. The letter of Philip adverted to several 
other topics besides, but that of Halonnesus came first. 

2 Demosth. Fals. Leg. p. 446. l take these words to denote, not any 
one particular outmarch to these places, but a standing guard kept there since 
the exposure of the northern frontier of Attica after the peace. For the 
great importance of Panaktum, as a frontier position between Athens and 
Theb~s, see Thucydidl!s, v. 35, 36, 39· 

3 Demosth. Fals. Leg. pp. 368, 435, 446, 448; "Philippiciv. p. 133; De 
Corona, p. 324; Plutarch, Phokion, c. 16. 
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called Porthmus, in order to break the easy communication with 
Athens. Oreus and Eretria are represented by Demosthenes 
as suffering miserable oppression under these two despots, 
Philistides and Kleitarchus.l On the other hand, Chalkis, the 
chief city in Eubcea, appears to have been still free, and leaning 
to Athens rather than to Philip, under the predominant influence 
of a leading citizen named Kallias. 
. At this time, it appears, Philip was personally occupied with 
operations in Thrace, where he passed at least eleven months, 
and probably more,2 leaving the management of affairs in 
Eubcea to his commanders in Phokis and Thessaly. He 
was now seemingly preparing his schemes for mastering the 
important outlets from the Euxine into the .tEgean-the 
Bosphorus and Hellespont-and the Greek cities on those 
coasts. Upon these straits depended the main supply of im
""rtP.i! corn for Athens and a large part of the Grecian world ; 
ci.uu '·-•~~ - "''-- A•hon;~n OOSSeSSiOn Of the 
Chersonese. 

Respecting this peninsula, angry disputes now arose. To 
protect her settlers there established, Athens had sent 
Diopeithes with a body of mercenaries-unprovided with 
pay, however, and left to levy contributions where they 
could ; while Philip had taken under his protl:'ction and 
garrisoned Kardia-a city situated within the peninsula near 
its isthmus, but ill-disposed to Athens, asserting independence 
and admitted at the peace of 346 B.c., by .tEschines and the 
Athenian envoys, as an ally of Philip to take part In the peace
oaths. a In conjunction with the Kardians, Philip had appro
priated and distributed lands which the Athenian settlers· 
affirmed to be theirs ; and when they complained he insisted 
that they should deal with Kardia as an independent city, by 
reference. to arbitration. 4 This they refused, though their envoy 
.tEschines had recognised Kardia as an independent ally of 
Philip when the peace was sworn. 

Here was a state of conflicting pretensions out of which 
1 The general state of things, as here given, at Oreus and Eretria, existed 

at the time when Demosthen~s delivered his two orations-the third 
Philippic and the oration on the Chersonese ; in the late spring and sum
mer of 34I B. c.-De Chersoneso, pp. 98, 99, 104; Philipp. iii. pp. rr2, 
rrs, 125, !26. 

• • • • • Sov;\e6ovu( -ye p.aiTT<-yo6p.evo• «al u-rpe{3;-..o6p.evo• (the people of 
Eretria under Kleitarchus, p. 128). 

2 Demosth. De Chersoneso, p. 99· 
8 Demosth. cont. Arj,<;tokrat. p. 677 ; De Fals. Leg. p. 396 ; De 

Chersoneso, pp. 104, res. 
4 Pseudo-Demosth. De Halonneso, p. 87. 
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hostilities were sure to grow. The Macedonian troops overran 
the Chersonese, while Diopeithes on his side made excursions 
out of the peninsula, invading portions of Thrace subject to 
Philip; who sent letters of remonstrance to Athens.! Whiie 
thus complaining at Athens, Philip was at the same time push, 
ing his conquests in Thrace against the Thracian princes 
Kersobleptes, Teres, and Sitalkes,2 upon whom the honorary 
grant of Athenian citizenship had been conferred. 

The complaints of Philip, and the speeches of his partisans 
at Athens, raised a strong feeling against Diopeithes at Athens, 
so that the people seemed disposed to recall and punish him. 
It is against this step that Demosthenes protests in his speech 
on the Chersonese. Both that speech, and his third Philippic 
were delivered in 341-340 B.c.; seemingly in the last half of 
341 B.C. In both, he resumes that energetic and uncom
promising tone of hostility towards Philip, which had charac
terised the first Philippic and the Olynthiacs. He calls upon 
his countrymen not only to sustain Diopeithes, but also to 
renew the war vigorously against Philip in every other way. 
Philip (he says), while pretending in words to keep the peace, 
had long ago broken it by his acts, and by aggressions in num, 
berless quarters. If Athens chose to imitate him by keeping 
the peace in name, let her do so ; but at any rate, let her 
imitatP. him also by prosecuting a strenuous war in reality.3 

Chersonesus, the ancient possession of Athens, could be pro
tected only by encouraging and reinforcing Diopeithes ; Byzan
tium also was sure to become the next object of Philip's attack, 
and ought to be preserved, as essential to the interests of Athens, 
though hitherto the Byzantines had been disaffected towards 
her. But even these interests, important as they were, must be 
viewed only as parts of a still more important whole. The 
Hellenic world altogether was in imminent danger ; 4 over
ridden by Philip's prodigious military force ; torn in pieces by 
local factions leaning upon his support; and sinking every day 
into degradation more irrecoverable. There was no hope of 
rescue for the Hellenic name except from the energetic and 
well-directed military action of Athens. She must stand forth 
in all her might and resolution; her citizens must serve in 
person, pay direct taxes readily, and forego for the time their 
festival fund; when they had thus shown themselves ready to 

1 Demosth. De Cherson~so, p. 93; Pseudo-Demosth. De Halonneso, p. 
87 ; Epistol. Philipp. ap. Demosth. p. 161. 

2 Epistol. Philipp. I. c. 3 ~ilippic iii. p. I I2. 
4 Philippic iii. pp. I IS, I 19. 
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bear the real pinch and hardship of the contest, then let them 
send round envoys to invoke the aid of other Greeks against the 
common enemy.1 

Such, in its general tone, is the striking harangue known as 
the third Philippic. It appears that the Athenians were now 
coming round more into harmony with Demosthenes than they 
had ever been before. They perceived-what the orator had 
long ago pointed out-that Philip went on pushing from one 
acquisition to another, and became only the more dangerous in 
proportion as others were quiescent. They were really alarmed 
for the safety of the two important positions of the Hellespont 
and Bosphorus. 

From this time to the battle of Chreroneia, the positive in
fluence of Demosthenes in determining the proceedings of his 
countrymen, becomes very considerable. He had already been 
employed several times as envoy-to Peloponnesus (344-343 
B.C.), to Ambrakia, Leukas, Korkyra, the Illyrians, and 
Thessaly. He now moved, first a mission of envoys to 
Eubcea, where a plan of operations was probably concerted 
with Kallias and the Chalkidians-and subsequently, the de
spatch of a military force to the same island, against Oreus and 
Ere tria. 2 This expedition, commanded by Phokion, was suc
cessful. Oreus and Eretria were liberated ; Kleitarchus and 
Philistides, with the Macedonian troops, were expelled from 
the island, though both in vain tried to propitiate Athens.3 

Kallias also, with the Chalkidians of Eubcea, and the Megarians, 
contributed as auxiliaries to this success. 4 On his proposition, 
supported by Demosthenes, the attendance and tribute from 
deputies of the Euboic cities to- the synod at Athens, were re
nounced ; and in place of it was constituted an Euboic synod, 
sitting at Chalkis; independent of, yet allied with, Athens. 5 

In this Euboic synod Kallias was the leading man; fo:ward 
1 Philippic iii. pp. 129, 130. 2 Demosth. De Coronil, p. 252. 

s Diodor. xvi. 74· 4 Stephanus Byz. v. '{lpe6s. 
s 1Eschines adv. Ktesiphont. pp. 67, 68. 1Eschines greatly stigmatises 

Demosthenes for having deprived the Atheni~n synod of these important 
members. But the Eubcean members certainly had not been productive 
of any good to Athens by their attendance, real or nominal, at her synod, 
for some years past. The formation of a free Euboic synod probably 
afforded the best chance of ensuring real harmony between the island and 
Athens . 

.lEschines gives here a long detail of allegations, about the cormpt 
intrigues between Demosthenes and Kallias at Athens. Many of these 
allegations are impossible to reconcile with what we know of the course of 
history at the time. W t must recollect that 1Eschines makes the statement 
eleven years after the events. 
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both as a partisan of Athens and as an enemy of Philip. He 
pushed his attack beyond the limits of Eubrea to the Gulf of 
Pagasre, from whence probably came the Macedonian troops 
who had formed the garrison of Oreus under Philistides. He 
here captured several of the towns allied with or garrisoned by 
Philip ; together with various Macedonian vessels, the crews of 
which he sold as slaves. For these successes the Athenians 
awarded to him a public vote of thanks.1 He also employed 
himself (during the autumn and winter of 341-340 B.c.) in 
travelling as missionary through Peloponnesus, to organise a con
federacy against Philip. In that mission he strenuously urged 
the cities to send deputies to a congress at Athens, in the en
suing month Anthesterion (February), 340 B.c. But though 
he made flattering announcement at Athens of concurrence 
and support promised to him, the projected congress came to 
nothing.2 

While the important success in Eubrea relieved Athens from 
anxiety on that side, Demosthenes was sent as envoy to the 
Chersonese and to Byzantium. He woul . doubtless encourage 
Diopeithes, and may perhaps have carried •o him some reinforce
ments. But his services were principal!: useful at Byzantium. 
That city had long been badly disposed towards Athens-from 
recollections of the Social War, and from jealousy about the 
dues on corn-ships passing the Bosphorus ; moreover, it had 
been for some time in alliance with Philip ; who was now 
exerting all his efforts to prevail on the Byzantines to join him 
in active warfare against Athens. So effectively did Demo
sthenes employ his eloquence at Byzantium, that he frustrated 
this purpose, overcame the unfriendly sentiment of the citizens, 
and brought them to see how much it concerned both their 
interest and their safety to combine with Athens in resisting 
the further preponderance of Philip. The Byzantines, together 
with their allies and neighbours the Perinthians, contracted 
alliance with Athens. Demosthenes takes just pride in having 
achieved for his countrymen this success as a statesman and 
diplomatist, in spite of adverse probabilities. Had Philip been 
able to obtain the active co-operation of Byzantium and 
Perinthus, he would have become master of the corn
supply and probably of the Hellespont also, so that war in 

1 Epistol. Philipp. ap. Demosth. p. 159. 
2 Mschines adv. Ktesiph. !. c. Mschin@s here specifies the month, but 

not the year. It appears to me that Anthesterion._J40 B.C. (Oiymp. 109, 
4), is the most likely date ; though Bohnecke aq<t others place it a year 
earlier. 
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those regions would have become almost impracticable for 
Athens.1 

As this unexpected revolution in the policy of Byzantium was 
eminently advantageous to Athens, so it was proportionally 
mortifying to Philip ; who resented it so much, that he shortly 
afterwards commenced the siege of Perinthus by land and sea,2 
a little before Midsummer 340 B.C. He brought up his fleet 
through the Hellespont into the Propontis, and protected it in 
its passage, against the attack of the Athenians in the Cherso
nese,8 by causing his land-force to traverse and lay waste that 
peninsula. This was a violation of Athenian territory, adding 
one more to the already accumulated causes of war. At the 
same time, it appears that he now let loose his cruisers against 
the Athenian merchantmen, many of which he captured and 
appropriated. These captures, together with the incursions on 
the Chersonese, served as last additional provocations, working 
up the minds of the Athenians to a positive declaration of war.4 

Shortly after Midsummer 340 B.c., . at the beginning of the 
archonship of Theophrastus, they passed a formal decree 5 to 
remove the column on which the peace of 346 B.C. stood re
corded, and to renew the war openly and explicitly against 
Philip. It seems probable that this was done while Demo-

1 Demosth. De Corona, pp. 254, 304, 308. {JovA.&p.evos T1)s 11'<T07rop.7rlas 
K6pta$ -yeveu9at, (Philip,) 7rapeA9ii>v brl E>p41C'T/S Bv(avTlovs <Tvp.p.rf.xovs 6li'TctS 
ctu'T<ji, 'TO p.ov 7rpwTov t}~lov <Tvp.7roA.ep.€iv 'TOll 1rpos up.Cis 7rOA.ep.ov, &c. 

1, fi.Ell ~p.t, 7roA.t'Tfla • • • , il.v'Tl It€ 'TOV 'TOll 'EA.A.f,!1'7rov'Tov txew 4>lA.t7r7roV, 
A.afJovTa Bv(&vnov, uvp.1roA.ep.eiv Taos Bv(ctli'Tlovs p.eO' 1,p.wv 1rpos a!rrov 
( ~7rO[?)(fEJ1) • • • • T[s 0 Kw"A6!1'ctS 'TOll 'E/I.il.f,<T7rOV'TOll il."All.o'Tptw9~vat Kct'T' 
lKelvovs 'TOh XPOVOVS ; (p. 25 5·) ' 

.Compare 1Eschin€s adv. Ktesiph. p. 90. 
That DemosthenE!s foresaw, several months earlier, the plans of Philip 

upon Byzantium, is evident from the orations De Chersoneso, p. 93-106, 
an~ P~ilippic i~i. p. us. 

Dwdor. xv1. 74· 
8 Epistola Philippi ap. Demosth. p. 163. 
4 That these were the two last causes which immediately preceded and 

determined the declaration of war, we may see by DemosthenE!s, De· 
Corona, p. 249-Kal p.t,v T~v elp11"1JV "'' lKeivos tll.v!Te .,.a, 1r"Aoia "AafJwv, oilx 
1, 71"0/l.ts, &c. 

'A"A"A' ~7retlth <f>avepws iill11 .,.a, 1rll.oia lue<T6"A7JTO, XeppOV'T/<fOS l7rop9Ei'To, l1rl 
Thv 'ATT<Khv ~1ropeoe6' ti.v6pw1ros, oiiKt.,.• lv il.p.<f>t<T{J1JT1]<Tlp.<e .,.a, 7rp&"/p.ct'Ta i;v, 
fJ./1.}..' ~VE<<f'Tf,KE< 7r0AEfi.OS, &c. (p. 27 4). 

5 Philochorus, Frag. 135, ed. Didot; Dionys. Hal. ad Ammreum, p. 
738-741 ; Diodorus, xvi. 77· The citation given by Di'onysius out of 
Philochorus is on one point not quite accurate. It states that Demosthenes 
moved the decisive resolution for declaring war; whereas Demosthenes 
himself tells us that nont!'of the motions at this juncture were made by him 
(De Corona, p. 250). 
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sthenes was still absent on his mission at the Hellespont and 
Bosphorus; for he expressly states that none of the decrees im
mediately bringing on hostilities were moved by him, but all of 
them by other citizens; 1 a statement which we may reasonably 
believe, since he would be rather proud than ashamed of such 
an initiative. 

About the same time, as it would appear, Philip on his side 
addressed a manifesto and declaration of war to the Athenians. 
In this paper he enumerated many wrongs done by them to 
him, and still remaining unredressed in spite of formal remon
strance ; for which wrongs he announced his intention of taking 
a just revenge by open hostilities. 2 He adverted to the seizure, 
on Macedonian soil, of Nikias his herald carrying despatches ; 
the Athenians (he alleged) had detained this herald as prisoner 
for ten months and had read the despatches publicly in their 
assembly. He complained that Athens had encouraged the in
habitants of Thasos, in harbouring triremes from Byzantium and 
privateers from other quarters, to the annoyance of Macedon ian 

1 Demosth. De Coronil, p. 250. It will be seen that I take no notice of 
the two decrees of the Athenians, and the letter of Philip, embodied in the 
oration De Coronil, pp. 249, 250, 251. I have already stated that all the 
documents which we read as attached to this oration are so tainted either 
with manifest error or with causes of doubt, that I cannot cite them as 
authorities in this history, wherever they stand alone. Accordingly, I ta\e 
no account either of the supposed siege of Selymbria, mentioned in Philip's 
pretended letter, but mentioned nowhere else-nor of the twenty Athenian 
ships captured by the Macedonian admiral Amyntas, and afterwards 
restored by Philip on the remonstrance of the Athenians, mentioned in the 
pretended Athenian decree moved by Eubulus. Neither Demosthenes, 
nor Philochorus, nor Diodorus, nor Justin, says anything about the siege 
of Se!ymbria, though all of them allude to the attacks on Byzantium and 
Perinthus. I do not believe that the siege of Selymbria ever occtured. 
Moreover, Athenian vessels captured, but-afterwards restored by Philip on 
remonstrance from the Athenians, can hardly have been the actual cause of 
war. 

The pretended decrees and letter do not fit the passage of Demosthenes 
to which they are attached. 

2 Epistol. Philipp. ap. Demosth. p. r65. This Epistle of Philip to the 
Athenians appears here inserted among the orations of Demosthenes. Some 
critics reject it as spurious, but I see no sufficient ground for such an 
opinion. Whether it be the composition of Philip himself, or of some 
Greek employed in Philip's cabinet, is a point which we have no means of 
determining. 

The oration of Demosthen&s, which is said to be delivered in reply to 
this letter of Philip (Orat. xi.) is, in m:y judgement, wrongly described. 
Not only it has no peculiar bearing on the points contained in the letter -
but it must also be two or three months later in date, since it mentions the 
aid sent by the Persian satraps to Perinthus, and tJle raising of the siege of 
that city by Philip (p. ISJ). 
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commerce. He dwelt on the aggressive proceedings of Dio
peithes in Thrace, and of Kallias in the Gulf of Pagasre. He 
denounced the application made by Athens to the Persians for 
aid against him, as a departure from Hellenic patriotism, and 
from the Athenian maxims of aforetime. He alluded to the 
unbecoming intervention of Athens in defence of the Thracian 
princes Teres and Kersobleptes, neither of them among the 
sworn partners in the peace, against him; to the protection con
ferred by Athens on the inhabitants of Peparethus, whom he 
had punished for hostilities against his garrison in Halonnesus; 
to the danger incurred by his fleet in sailing up the Hellespont, 
from the hostilities of the Athenian settlers in the Chersonese, 
who had co-operated with his enemies the Byzantines, and had 
rendered it necessary for him to guard the ships by marching a 
land-force through the Chersonese. He vindicated his own 
proceedings in aiding his allies the inhabitants of Kardia, com
plaining that the Athenians had refused to submit their 
differences with that city to an equitable arbitration. He re
pelled the Athenian pretensions of right to Am phi polis, asserting 
his own better right to the place, on all grounds. He insisted 
especially on the offensive behaviour of the Athenians, in re
fusing, when he had sent envoys conjointly with all his allies, to 
"conclude a just convention on behalf of the Greeks generally." 
-"Had you acceded to this proposition (he said), you might 
have placed out of danger all those who really suspected my 
purposes, or you might have exposed me publicly as the most 
worthless of men. It was to the interest of your people to 
accede, but not to the interest of your orators. To them -as 
those affirm who know your government best-peace is war, 
and war, peace; for they always make money ftt the expense of 
your generals, either as accusers or as defenders; moreover, by 

' reviling in the public assembly your leading citizens at home, 
and other men of eminence abroad, they acquire with the 
multitude credit for popular dispositions. It would be easy 
for me, by the most trifling presents, to silence their invec
tives, and make them trumpet my praises. But I should 
be ashamed of appearing to purchase your good-will from 
them." 1 

It is of little moment to verify or appreciate the particular 
complaints here set forth, even if we had adequate information 
for the purpose. Under the feeling which had prevailed during 
the last two years between the Athenians and Philip, we cannot 

1 Epistol. Philipp. ap. !>emosth. pp. 159, 164; compare Isokrates, Or. v. 
(Philip.) s. 82. 
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doubt that many detached acts of a hostile character had been 
committed on their side as well as on his. Philip's allegation 
-that he had repeatedly proposed to them amicable adjustment 
of differences-whether true or not, is little to the purpose. It 
was greatly to his interest to keep Athens at peace and tranquit, 
while he established his ascendency everywhere else, and accu
mulated a power for ultimate employment such as she would be 
unable to resist. The Athenians had at length been made to 
feel, that further acquiescence in these proceedings would only 
ensure to them the amount of favour tendered by Polyphemus to 
Odysseus-that they should be devoured last. But the lecture, 
which he thinks fit to administer both to them and to their 
popular orators, is little better than insulting derision. It is 
strange to read encomiums on peace- -as if it were indisputably 
advantageous to the Athenian public, and as if recommenda
tions of war originated only with venal and calumnious orators 
for their own profit-pronounced by the greatest aggressor and 
conqueror of his age, whose whole life was passed in war and 
in the elaborate organisation of great military force ; and 
addressed to a people whose leading infirmity then was, an 
aversion almost unconquerable to the personal hardships 
and pecuniary sacrifices of effective war. This passage of 
the manifesto may probably be intended as a theme for 
JEschines and the other philippising partisans in the Athenian 
assembly. 

War was now an avowed fact on both sides. At the instiga
tion of Demosthenes and others, the Athenians decreed to equip 
a naval force, which was sent under Chares to the Hellespont 
and Propontis. 

Meanwhile Philip brought up to the siege of Perinthus, an 
army of 3o,ooo men, and a stock of engines and projectiles such 
as had never before been seen.1 His attack on this place was 
remarkable not only for great bravery and perseverance on both 
sides, but also for the extended scale of the military operations. 2 

1 How much improvement Philip had marle in engines for siege, as a 
part of his general military organi,ation-is attested in a curious passage of 
a later author on mechanics. Athena::us, De M,chinis ap. Auctor. Mathern. 
Veter. p. 3, ed. Paris.-briooO"tv o£ lll.a/3•v h -rota{l'r1J P.1Jxavo1roda B:~rao-a 
ICO:TO. 7~v Toil Awvuulov Toil .luceA.tWTov -rupavv[Sa, Ka'Tcl. Tf T~V «fJtA.[7T1fOV roV 
'Ap.vv-rov /3arrtll.dav, 3-r• ~1t"oll.t6piC<< Bv(av-rlovs <!>lJ\.m7roS. Evwdp« o€ -rjl 
'TOta.V'T?J 'TfXV?J Doi\6E:t0os 6 @r_o(TO"a;A.&s, olJ ol p.a81}'Ta} tTVVEtrTpr1:re60VTO 
'All.•{avoptp. 

Respecting the engines employed by Dionysius of Syracuse, see Diodor. 
xiv. 42, 48, so. , 

2 Diotlor. xvi. 74-76; Plutarch, Vit. Alexanuri, c. 70; also Laconic. 
Apophthegm. p. 215, and De Fortun11 Alexan. p. 339· 
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erinthus was strong and defensible; situated on a promontory 

erminating in abrupt cliffs southward towards the Propontis, 
nassailable from seaward, but sloping, though with a steep de
livity towards the land, with which it was joined by an isthmus 
f not more than a furlong in breadth. Across this isthmus 
tretched the outer wall, behind which were seen the houses of 
e town, lofty, strongly built, and rising one above the other in 
rraces up the ascent of the promontory. ;philip pressed the 

lace with repeated assaults on the outer wall; battering it 
ith rams, undermining it by sap, and rolling up moveable 

owers said to be 1 zo feet in height (higher even than the 
owers of the Perinthian walO, so as to chase away the de

fenders by missiles, and to attempt an assault by boarding
planks hand to hand. The Perinthians, defending themselves 
with energetic valour, repelled him for a long time from the 
outer wall. At length the besieging engines, with the reiterated 
attacks of Macedonian soldiers animated by Philip's promises, 
overpowered this wall, and drove them back into the town. It 
was found, however, that the town itself supplied a new defen
sible position to its citizens. The lower range of houses, united 
by strong barricades across the streets, enabled the Perinthians 
still to hold out. In spite of all their efforts, however, the town 
would have shared the fate of Olynthus, had they not been sus
tained by effective foreign aid. Not only did their Byzantine 
kinsmen exhaust themselves to furnish every sort of assistance 
by sea, but also the Athenian fleet, and Persian satraps on the 
Asiatic side of the Propontis, co-operated. A body of Grecian 
mercenaries under Apollodorus, sent across from Asia by 
the Phrygian satrap Arsites, together with ample supplies 
of stores by sea, placed Perinthus in condition to defy the 
besiegers.1 

After a siege which can hardly have lasted less than three 
months, Philip found all his efforts a~ainst Perinthus baffled. 
He then changed his plan, withdrew a portion of his forces, and 
suddenly appeared before Byzantium. The walls were strong, 
but inadequately manned and prepared ; much of the Byzantine 
force being in service at Perinthus. Among several vigorous 

1
attacks, Philip contrived to effect a surprise on a dark and 
l>tormy night, which was very near succeeding. The Byzan
:tines defended themselves bravely, and even defeated his fleet ; 
!but they too were rescued chiefly by foreign aid. The Athe
lnians-now acting under the inspirations of Demosthenes, who 
I • , 
1 1 Demosth, ad Philip. Epistol. p. 153; Diodor. xvi. 7 5; Pausanias, i. 

g, 7· 
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exhorted them to bury in a generous oblivion all tht:ir pas1 
grounds of offence against Byzantium---- -sent a still mor 
powerful fleet to the rescue, under the vigorous guidance o 
Phokion 1 instead of the loose and rapacious Chares. Mon ~ 
over the danger of Byzantium called forth strenuous effort.' 
from the chief i~landers of the A,;gean- Chians, Rhodian 
Koans, &c., to whom it was highly important that Phil 
should not become master of the great passage for importl 
corn into the Grecian seas. The large combined fleet thu 
assembled was fully sufficient to protect Bvzantium. 2 Co 
pelled to abandon the siege of that city as well as of Perinthu 
P~1ilip was furth<Or baffled in an attack on the Chersonese. Pho 
Kion not only maintained against him the full security of tht 
Propontis and its adjoining straits, but also gained variom 
advantages over him both by land and sea. 3 

These operations probably occupied the last six months o_ 
340 B.c. They constituted the most important success gaine<: 
by Athens, and the most serious reverse experienced by Philip, 
since the commencement of war between them. Coming m 
they did immediately after the liberation of Eubrea in the pre 
vious year, they materially improved the position of Athem 
against Philip. Phokion and his fleet not only saved tht 
citizens of Byzantium from all the misery of a capture by Mace 
donian soldiers, but checked privateering, and protected the 
trade-ships so efficaciously, that corn became unusually abund 
ant and cheap both at Athens and throughout Greece: 4 and 
Demosthenes, as statesman and diplomatist, enjoyed the credi 
of having converted Eubrea into a friendly and covering neigh
bour for Athens, instead of being a shelter for Philip's maraud 
ing cruisers-as well as of bringing round Byzantium from the 
Macedonian alliance to that of Athens, and thus preventing 

1 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 14; Plutarch, Vit. X. Orat. p. 848--851. To 
this fleet of Phokion, Demosthenes contributed the outfit of a trireme, 
whih: the orator Hyperides sailed with the fleet as tricrarch. See Boeckh, 
Urkunden tiber das Attische Seewesen, pp. 441, 442, 498. From that 
source the obscure chronology of the penod .now before us derives some 
light; since it becomes certain that the expedition of Chares began during 
the archonship of Nichomachides; that is, in the year before Midsummer 
340 B.C.; while the expeJition of Phokion and Kephisophon began in the 
year following-after Midsummer 340 B.c. 

See some anecdotes respecting this siege of Byzantium by Philip, 
collected from later authors (Dionysius Byzantinus, He»y~hius Milesius 
and others) by the diligence of l\ohnecke-Forschungen, p. 479 seqq. 

2 Diodor. xvi. 77; Plutarch, Demosthen. c. 17. 
" Plutarch, Phokion, c. 14. • 
• Demosth. De Corona, p. 255; Plutarch, De Glor. Athen. p. 350. 
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continued. While he multiplied cruisers and privateers to makt 
up by prizes his heavy outlay during the late sieges, he under 
took with his land-force an enterprise, during the spring of 33'J 
B.c., against the Scythian king Atheas; whose country, betwt:t:n 
Mount Ha!mus and the Danube, he invaded with success, 
bringing away as spoil a multitude of youthful slaves of botl 
sexes, as well as cattle. On his return however across Mount 
Ha!mus, he was attacked on a sudden by the Thracian tribe 
Triballi, and sustained a defeat ; losing all his accompanying 
captives, and being himself badly wounded through the thig11.1' 
This expedition and its consequences occupied Philip durin 
the spring and summer of 339 B.C. • 

Meanwhile the naval war of Athens against Philip wa~ 
more effectively carried on, and her marine better organised~ 
than ever it had been before. This was chiefly owing to at 
important reform proposed and carried by Demosthenes, imme 
diately on the declaration of war against Philip in the summer 
of 340 B.C. Enjoying as he did, now after long public ex 
perience, the increased confidence of hi;; fellow-citizens, and 
being named superintendent of the navy, 2 he empJ,oyed h;, 
influence not only in procuring energetic interference both a~ 
to Eubcea and Byzantium, but also in correcting deep-seated 
abuses which nullified the efficiency of the Athenian marine 
department. 

The law of Periander (adopted in 357 B.c.) had distributed 
the burden of the trierarchy among the 1 zoo richest citizen 
on the taxable property-schedule, arranged in twenty fni.ctior· 
called Symmories, of sixty persons each. Among these me. 
the 300 richest, standing distinguished, as leaders of the Syn 
mories, were invested with the direction and enforcement of a 
that concerned their collective agency and duties. The pur 
pose of this law had been to transfer the cost of trierarchy-
a sum of about 40, so, or 6o minre for each trireme, defra 
ing more or less of the outfit-which had originally been born 
by a single rich man as his turn came round, and afterwards b; 

in my judgement, that the war between Philip and the Athenians went o 
without interruption from the summer of 340 B.C., to the battle c 
Ch,.,roneia in August 338. 

But [ see no reason for disbelieving Dioclorus, in so far as he states th; 
Philip made peace with the other Grec:ks~ -Byzantines, Perintbians, Chian> 
Rhoclian,, &c. 

1 Jus tin, ix. 2, 3· .iEschints alludes to this expedition against th 
Scvthians during the ~<pr;ng of the archon TI\Fophrastus, or 339 B.C 
( A~schin. cont. Kte,.iph. p. 7 I). 

2 JEschines cont. Ktesiph. p. 85, c. So. bnu.,.&.,..,s .,.oil vcw-mcov. 
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~wo rich men in conjunction-to a partnership more or less 
mmerous, consisting of five, six, or even fifteen or sixteen 

·,nembers of the same symmory. The number of such partners 
varied according to the number of triremes required by the 
>tate to be fitted out in any one year. If only few triremes were 
·equired, sixteen contributors might be allotted to defray col
.ectively the trierarchic cost of each; if on the other hand 
~many triremes were needed, a less number of partners, per
'1aps no 'more than five or six, could be allotted to each-since 
~the total number of citizens whose turn it was to be assessed 
' :n that particular year was fixed. The assessment upon each 
'partner was of course heavier, in proportion as the number of 
~-!)artners assigned to a trireme was smaller. Each. m"~ t. 
:.he partnership, whether it consisted of five, of si:w" 
;ontributed in equal proportion towards the cos''> --·v• 
,nembers of the partnership thus paid no greate'. £um than the 
poorer ; and sometimes even evaded any payment of their own, 
by contracting with some one to discharge the duties of the 
post, on condition of a total sum not greater than that which 
they had themselves collected from these poorer members. 

According to pemosthenes, the poorer members of these 
trierarchic symmories were sometimes pressed down almost to 
ruin by the sums demanded ; so that they complained bitterly, 
:md even planted themselves in the characteristic attitude of 
mppliants at Munychia or elsewhere in the city. When their 
;abilities to the state were not furnished in time, they became 
.;1bject to imprisonment by the officers superintending the out
tr; of the armament. In addition to such private hardship, 
Ptere arose great public mischief from the money not being at 
t1nce forthcoming; the armament being delayed in its departure, 
t.nd forced to leave Peirreus either in bad condition or without 
1ts full numbers. Hence arose, in great part, the ill-success of 

~ 1 Demosthen. De Coron~, p. 260-261. ?;v ")10..p a~ro'is (rro"is ~'YEt-t&cn T&Jv 
t vp.p.op<wv) ~/C p.'Ev TWV 7rporlpwv vop.wv (fVVO/l/Ca.loe/Ca. AE<Tovp-yeiv-a.vrois p.€v 

:ucpCt. ICal oV8€v &val\fO'Koucrtv, ToOs 0' &.1r6povs ,-&v 7roAz-rWv l1nrpll3ovutv 
•· • • • E/C OE TOV Ep.ov vop.ov 'TO 'Y''Yv&p.evov I<O.Ta 'T~V ovlflav ~ICO.(fTOV 'TL0eva.t· 
~~llivoiv ~cpdv11 'Tp<-f!papxos 0 r1)s p.<aS ~ICTOS /Cal oeKO.TOS 7rpDT€pOV lfVJITEATJS' 

11i€ -yap TPL1/p&.pxovs (,., C:.v&p.a(ov eaVTOVs, &.A.A.<% lfVVTEAEis. 
~; The trierarchy, and the trierarchic symmories, at Athens, are subjects 
•pt perfectly known ; the best expositions respecting them are to be found 
di Boeckh's Public Economy of Athens (b. iv. ch. I r-13), and in his other 
•ork, Urkunden tiber das Attische Seewesen (ch. xi. xii. xiii.); besides 

a'arreidt, De Symmoriis, part ii. p. 22, seq. 
'I The fragment of Hyperid€s (cited by Harpokration v. ~~p.p.opla.), alluding 
r> the trierarch~c reform P,f Demosthenes, though briefly and obscurely, is 
.I;l interesting co.tfirmation of the oration De Coron~. 
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Athens m her marit~rue enterprises against Philip, before th, 
peace of 346 B.c.1 

The same influences, which had led ori,.,inally to the intro-: 
duction of such abuses, stood opposed to the orator in his1 
attempted amendment. The body of Three Hundred, the1 
richest men in the state-- the leader or richest individual in 
each symmory, with those who stood second or third in ordcr1 
of wealth- employed every effort to throw out the proposit;on, 
and tendered large bribes to Demosthenes (if we may cn.-dit. 

1 

his assertion) as inducements for dropping it. He was ir" ' 
peached moreover under the Graphe Paranomon, as mover of 
an unconstitutional or illegal decree. It required no small' 
share of firmness and public spirit, combined with approved 
eloquence and an established name, to enable Demosthenes to 
contend against these mighty enemies. 

His new law caused the charge of trierarchy to be levied 
upon all the members of the symmories, or upon all above a cer 
tain minimum of property, in proportion to their rated property; 
but it seems, if we rightly make out, to have somewhat 
heightened the minirimm, so that the aggregate number of 
persons chargeable was diminished. 2 Every" citizen rated at 

1 There is a point in the earlier oration of Demosthenl!s De Symmoriio, 
illustrating the grievance which he now reformed. That grievance consisted, 
for one main portion, in the fact, that the richest citizen in a trierarchic 
partnership paid a sum no greater (sometimes even less) than the poorest. 
Now it is remarkable that this unfair apportionment of charge might have 
occurred, and is noway guarded against, in the symmories as oroposed by 
Demosthenes himself. His symmories, each comprising sixt1 persons or 
2~-th of the total ~-iive I zoo, are di,-ected to divide themselves into fiv~ 
fractions of twelve persons each, or 1 ~uth of the 1200. Each group of 
twelve is to comprise the richest alongside of the poorest members of the 
~ixty (&vTa.Va?r~:rypoVvTas 1rpOs TO.v rdnrupcfyra/TOV &el ToVs O.?TopaJ'r&.Tovs, p. 182', 
so that each group would contain individuals very unequal in wealth, thou:;h 
the aggregate wealth of one group would be nearly equal to that of anotlwr. 
These twelve persons were to defray collectively the cost of trierarchy for 
one ship, two ships, or three ships, according to the number of ships which 
the state might require (p. 183). But Demosthenes nowhere points out in 
what proportions they were to share the expense among them ; whetln:r 
the richest citizens among the twelve were to pay only an equal sum witt-, 
the poorest, or a sum greater in proportion to their wealth. There is 
nothing in his project to prevent the richer mem hers from insisting that all 
should pay equally. This is the very abuse that he denounced afterwards 
(in 340 B.C.), as actually realised-and corrected by a new law. The 
oration of Dt:rnoothents De Symmoriis, omitting as it does a!! ['ositive 
determination as to proportions of payment, helps us to underotand how 
the abuse grew up. 

" A!:schines (adv. Ktesiph. p. 85) charges De51osthenes with "having 
stolen away from the city the trierarchs of 6 5 swift-sailing vessels." This 
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ten talents was assessed singly for thl charge of trierarchy 
belonging to one trireme; if rated at twenty talents, for the 
trierarchy of two; at thirty talents, for the trierarchy of three; 
if above thirty talents, for that of three triremes and a service 
boat-which was held to be the maximum payable by any 
single individual. Citizens rated at less than ten talents, were 
grouped together into ratings of ten talents in the aggregate, in 
order to bear collectively the trierarchy of one trireme; the 
COJ:?tributions furnished by each person in the group being pro
portional to the sum for which he stood rated. This new 
proposition, while materially relieving the poorer citizens, made 
large addition to the assessments of the rich. A man rated at 
twenty talents, who had before been chargeable for only the 
sixteenth part of the expense of one trierarchy;along with partners 
much poorer than himself but equally assessed-now became 
chargeable with the entire expense of two trierarchies. All 
persons liable were assessed in fair proportion to the sum for 
which they stood rated in the schedule. When the impeachment 
against :bemosthenes came to be tried before the Dikastery, he 
was a~;'1 u:~:c:ri hy more than four-fifths of the Dikasts; so that 
the accuser was compelleu •v ~~·:· •h., established fine. And so 
animated was the temper of the public at ti1a.~ :::':'"""'rtt. in 
favour of vigorous measures for prosecuting the war just declared, 
that they went heartily along with him, and adopted the main 
features of his trierarchic reform. The resistance from the 
rich, however, though insufficient to throw out the measure, 
constrained him to modify it more than once, during the pro
gress of the discussion; 1 partly in consequence of the opposition 
of lEschines, whom he accuses of having been hired by the rich 
implies, I imagine, that the new law diminished the total number of persons 
chargeable with trierarchy. 

1 Deinarchus adv. Demosthen. p. 95, s. 43· E!u( -rtves iv "'cf 8u<au-r'l)pirp 
-r&v ~v -rots -rpta.!Coulms "f</'<V'I)p.€voJII, 36' oO'Tos (Demosthen~s) hi6e1 or~v 1repl 
or&v orp•?"Jp&.pxwv v&p.ov. Oi> tppcl.(]'eore orots 7TA'Y}(]'lov 8n -rpia. ,.&.i\ctv'l"a. 71.a.{JdJv 
p.E'l"E"fpa.tpe !Ca.l p.<'TE(]'fCEVa.(,e or~v v6f.'OV 1ca.O' ~fCJ.(]'T'Y}V ~ICICA7}0"iav, /Cal 1'ct p.~V 
~1TC:.l\e1 wv elA.-h</>« orhv 'Tif.'-hv, orct ll' &7To86p.<vos ov/C l{3efJalov ; 

Without accepting this assertion of a hostile speaker, so far as it goes to 
accuse Demosthen~s of having accepter! bribes-we may safely accept it so 
far as it affirms that he made several cl1anges and modifications in the law 
before it finally passed ; a fact not at all surprising, considering the intense 
opposition which it called forth. 

Some of the Dikasts, to whom the speech written by Deinarchus was 
addressed, had been included among the Three Hundred (that is, the 
richest citizens in the state) when Demosthen~s proposed his trierarchic 

1 reform. This will show, among various other proofs which might be 
; produced, that the Athtnian Dikasts did not always belong to the poorest 

class of citizens, as the jests of Aristophan~s would lead us to believe. 
VOL. XI. P 
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for the purpose.1 It is deeply to be regretted that the speeches 
of both of them~ especially those of Demosthenes, which must 
have been numerous-have not been preserved. 

Thus were the trierarchic symmories distributed and assessed 
anew upon each man in the ratio of his wealth, and therefore 
most largely upon the Three Hundred richest. 2 How long the 
law remained unchanged, we do not know. But it was found 
to work admirably well ; and Demosthenes boasts that during 
the entire war (that is, from the renewal of the war about 
August 340 B.C., to the battle of Chreronda in August 338 B.C.) 
all the trierarchies named under the law were ready in time 
without complaint or suffering; while the ships, well equipped 
and exempt from the previous causes of delay, were found 
prvmpt and effective for all exigencies. Not one was either left 
behind, or lost at sea, throughout these two years. 8 

Probably the first fruits of the Demosthenic reform in 
Athenian naval administration, was, the fleet equipped under 
Phokion, which acted so successfully at and near Byzantium. 
The operations of Athens at sea, though r....-t known in detail, 
appear to have been better conducted and more prosperous in 
their general effect than they had ever been since the Social War. 

But there arose now a grave and melancholy dispute in the 
interior of Greece, which threw her upon her defence by land. 
This new disturbing cause was nothing less than another Sacred 
War, declared by the Amphiktyonic assembly against tlH 
Lokrians of Amphissa. Kindled chiefly by the Athenian 
1Eschines, it more than compensated Philip for his repulse at 
Byzantium and his defeat by the Triballi ; bringing, like the 
former Sacred War, aggrandisement to him alone, and ruin to 
Grecian liberty. 

1 Demosthen. De Coronii, p. 329. Boeckh (Attisch. Seewesen, p. 183, 
and Publ. Econ. Ath. iv. 14) thinks that this passage-O<'Td.AaV'TOV o' dxes 
lpav011 oOJpel.v wapl. 'f'WV 1rr•i<OVOJ11 Twv O'VJI.JI.Optwv, ~cp' oTs ~lo.vp.fJv., .,.(, 
"'P'11P"PX•t<IJV vop.ov-must allude to injury done by 1Eschines to the law in 
later years, after it became a law. But I am unable to see the reason for 
so restricting its meaning. The rich men would surely bribe most highly, 
and raise moot opposition, against the first passin~ of the law, as they were 
then most likely to be successful ; and 1Eschines, whether bribed or not 
bribed, would most naturally as well as most effectively stand out against 
the novelty introduced by his rival, without waiting to see it actually 
become a part of the laws of the state. 

2 See the citation from Hyperides in Harpokrat. v. '2.UJI.JI.Opla. The 
Symmories are mentioned in Inscription xiv. of Boeckh's Urkunden Uber 
das Attische Seewesen (p. 465), which Inscription Lears the date of 325 
B.C. Many of these Inscriptions name individual citizens, in different 1 
numbers, three, five, or six, as joint trierarchs of th~ same vessel. 

8 Demosth. De Coronll, p. 262. 
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I have recounted, in an earlier portion of this work,l the 

first Sacred War recorded in Grecian history (59o-s8o B.c.), 
about two centuries before the birth of ..tEschines and Demo
sthenes. That war had been undertaken by the Amphiktyonic 
Greeks to punish, and ended by destroying, the flourishing sea
port of Kirrha, situated near the mouth of the river Pleistus, 
on the coast of the fertile plain stretching from the southern 
declivity of Delphi to the sea. Kirrha was originally the port 
of Delphi; and of the ancient Phokian town of Krissa, to which 
Delphi was once an annexed sanctuary. 2 But in process of 
time Kirrha increased at the expense of both; through profits 
accumulated from the innumerable visitors by sea who landed 
there as the nearest access to the temple. The prosperous 
Kirrhreans, inspiring jealousy at Delphi and Krissa, were 
accused of extortion in the tolls levied from visitors, as well as 
of other guilty or offensive proceedings. An Amphiktyonic 
war, wherein the Athenian Solon stood prominently forward, 
being declared against them, Khirra was taken and destroyed. 
Its fertile plain was consecrated to the Delphian god, under an 
oath taken by all the Amphiktyonic members, with solemn 
pledges and formidable imprecations against all disturbers . 

. The entire space between the temple and the sea now became, 
~·as the oracle had requ!red, sacred property of the god; that is, 

I
. incapable of being tilled, planted, or occupied in any permanent 

Nay, by man, and devoted only to spontaneous herbage with 
pasturing aT'imals. 

, ·· But thot' gh the Delphians thus procured the extirpation of 
I· their troul>lesome neighbours at Kirrha, it was indispensable 
that on or near the same spot there should exist a town and 
port, for the accommodation of the guests who came from all 
quarters to Delphi ; the more so, as such persons, not merely 
visitors, but also traders with goods to sell, now came in greater 
multitudes than ever, from the increased attractions imparted 
out of the rich spoils of Kirrha itself, to the Pythian festival. 
How this want was at first supplied, while the remembrance of 
the oath was yet fresh, we are not informed. But in process of 
time Kirrha became re-occupied and re-fortified by the western 
neighbours of Delphi-the J_,okrians of Amphissa-on whose 
borders it·stood, and for whom probably it served as a port not 
less than for Delphi. These new occupants received the guests 

1 Vol. iv. chap. xxviii. 
2 For the topograph.Y of the country round Delphi, see the instructive 

work of Ulrichs, Reisen und Forschungen in Griechenland (Bremen, 1840), 
chapters i. and ii. about Kirrha and Krissa. 
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coming to the temple, enriched themselves by the accompany
ing profit, and took into cultivation a certain portion of the 
plain around the town.l 

At what period the occupation by the Lokrians had its origin, 
we are unable to say. So much however we make out~>not 
merely from Demosthenes, but even from h~schines-that in 
their time it was an ancient and established occupation-not a 
recent intrusion or novelty. The town was fortified ; the spa<"e 
immediately adjacent being tilled and claimed by the Lokrians 
as their own.2 This indeed was a departure from the oath, 
sworn by Solon with his Amphiktyonic contemporaries, to con
secrate Kirrha and its lands to the Delphian god. But if that 
oath had been literally carried out, the god himself, and the 
Delphians among whom he dwelt, would have been the prin
cipal losers; because the want of a convenient port would 
have been a serious discouragement, if not a positive barrier, 
against the arrival of visitors, most of whom came by sea. 
Accordingly the renovation of the town and port of Kirrha, 
doubtless on a modest scale, together with a space of adjacent 
land for tillage, was at least tolerated, if not encouraged. Much 
of the plain, indeed, still remained untilled and unplanted, as 
the property of Apollo ; the boundaries being perhaps not 
accurately drawn. 

While the Lokrians had thus been serviceable to the 
Delphian temple by occupying Kirrha, they had been still more 
valuable as its foremost auxiliaries and protectors against the 
Phokians, their enemies of long standing. 3 One of the first 
objects of Philomelus the Phokian, after defeating the Lokrian 
armed force, was to fortify the sacred precinct of Delphi on its 
western side, against their attacks : 4 and we cannot doubt that l 
their position in close neighbourhood to Delphi must have been 
one of positive suffering as well as of danger, during the years 
when the Phokian leaders, with their numerous mercenary 
bands, remained in victorious occupation of the temple, and 
probably of the harbour of Kirrha also. The subsequent turn 
of fortune--when Philip crushed the Phokians and when the 
Amphiktyonic assembly was reorganised, with him as its chief 
-must have found the Amphissian Lokrians among the 

1 A!:schines adv. Ktesiph. p. 69 ; compare Livy, xlii. 5 ; Pausanias x. 
37, 4· The distance from Delphi to Kirrha is given by Pausanias at sixty 
stadia, or about seven English miles, by Strabo at eighty stadia. 

2 JEschin/)s, l.c. ; Demosth. IJe Corona, p. zn. T'I,V xr!Jpav ~v ol p~v 
:AP;.,<fJI.rr<rE'is qcpCJ!' aV;cdv oOaav ')'ewp')'e'iv lcpacro.v, o}Tos OE (./Esc.hines) 7-qs 
t<pa.S xr!Jpas ?!naTO flvat, &c, 

8 Diodor. xvi. 24; Thucyd. iii. 101. ·• Diodor. xvi. 25. 
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warmest allies and sympathisers. Resuming possession of 
I~rrha, they may perhaps have been emboldened, in such a 
moment of triumphant reaction, to enlarge- their occupancy 
round the walls to a greater extent than they had done before. 
Moreover they were animated with feelings attached to Thebes; 
and were hostile to Athens, as the ally and upholder of their 
enemies the Phokians. 

Matters were in this condition when the spring meeting of 
the Amphiktyonic assembly (February or March 339 B.c.) was 
held at Delphi. Diognetus was named by the Athenians to 
attend it as Hieromnemon, or chief legate ; with three Pyla
gone or vice-legates, h:schines, Meidias, and Thrasykles.I We 
need hardly believe Demosthenes, when he states that the name 
of h:schines was put up without foreknowledge on the part of 
any one ; and that though it passed, yet not more than two or 
three hands were held up in his favour. 2 Soon after they 
reached Delphi, Diognetus was seized with a fever, so that the 
task of speaking in the Amphiktyonic assembly was confided 
to h:schines. 

There stood in the Delphian temple some golden or gilt 
shields dedicated as an offering out of the spoils taken at the 
battle of Plat::ea, a century and a half before-with an inscrip
tion to this effect-" Dedicated by the Athenians, out of the 
spoils of Persians and Thebans engaged in joint battle against 
the Greeks." It appears that these shields had recently been 
set up afresh (having been perhaps stript of their gilding by the 
Phokian plunderers) in a new cell or chapel, without the full 
customary forms of prayer or solemnities ; 3 which perhaps 
might be supposed unnecessary, 'as the offering was not now 
dedicated for the first time. The inscription, little noticed and 
perhaps obscured by the lapse of time on the original shields, 
would now stand forth brightly and conspicuously on the new 
gilding; reviving historical recollections highly offensive to 
the Thebans,4 and to the Amphissian Lokrians as friends of 
Thebes. These latter not only remonstrated against it in the 

l JEschines adv. Ktesiph. p. 69. 2 Demosthen. De Coronii, p. 277. 
a This must have been an &11'oKaTci.O'Ta<T•s Twv &vo.811t-<ci.Tc.,v (compare 

Plutarch, Demetrius, c. 13), requiring to be preceded by solemn ceremonies, 
sometimes specially directed by the oracle. 

4 How painfully the The bans of the Demosthenic age felt the recollection 
of the alliance of their ancestors with the Persians at Platrea, we may rearl 
in Demosthent!s, De Symmoriis, p. 187. 

It appears that the The bans also had erected a new chapel at Delphi 
(after 346 B.C.) out o:r-the spoils acquired from the conquered Phokians-o 
&11'o "'"'".!wv v"'&s, lopO<To.vTo 011.8ai'o• (Diodor. xvii. 10). 
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Amphiktyonic assembly, but were even preparing (if we are to 
believe h:schines) to accuse Athens of impiety; and to invoke 
against her a fine of fifty talents, for omission of the religious 
solemnities.1 But this is denied by Demosthenes; 2 who states 
that the Lokrians could not bring any such accusation against 
Athens without sending a formal summons-which they never 
had sent. Demosthenes would be doubtless right as to the 
regular form, probably also as to the actual fact ; though 
Ai:schines accuses him of having received bribes 3 to defend the 
iniquities of the Lokrians. Whether the Lokrians went so far 
as to invoke a penalty, or not-at any rate they spoke in terms 
of complaint against the proceeding. Such complaint was not 
without real foundation ; since it was better for the common 
safety of Hellenic liberty against the Macedonian aggressor, 
that the treason of Thebes at the battle of Platrea should stand 
as matter of past antiquity, rather than be republished in a new 
edition. But this was not the ground taken by the complain
ants, nor could they directly impeach the right of Athens to 
burnish up her old donatives. Accordingly they assailed the 
act on the allegation of impiety, as not having been preceded 
by the proper religious solemnities; whereby they obtained 
the opportunity of inveighing against Athens, as ally of the 
Phokians in their recent sacrilege, and enemy of Thebes 
the steadfast champion of the god. 

"The Amphiktyons being assembled (I here give the main 
recital, though not the exact words, of JEschines), a friendly 
person came to acquaint us that the Amphissians were bringing 
on their accusation against Athens. My sick colleagues 
requested me immediately to enter the assembly and undertake 
her defence. I made haste to comply, and was just beginning 
to speak, when an Amphissian-of extreme rudeness and 
brutality~perhaps even under the influence of some misguid
ing divine impulse~interrupted me, and exclaimed~' Do not 
hear him, men of Hellas ! Do not permit the name of the 
Athenian people to be pronounced among you at this holy 
season! Turn them out of the sacred ground, like men under 
a curse.' ·with that he denounced us for our alliance with the 
Phokians, and poured out many other outrageous invectives 
against the city. 

"To me (continues JEschines) all this was intolerable to 

1 .tEschint!s adv. Ktesiph. p. 70. The words of his speech do not 
however give either a full or a clear account of the transaction ; which I 
have endeavoured, as well as I can, to supply in the 'text. 

2 Demosthen. De Coronll., p. 277. 8 .iEschin<ls adv. Ktesiph. p. 6g. 
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hear : I cannot even now think on it with calmness-and at the 
moment, I was provoked to anger such as I had never felt in 
my life before. The thought crossed me that I wouid retort 
upon the Amphissians for their impious invasion of the Kir
rhrean land. That plain, lying immediately below the sacred 
precinct in which we were assembled, was visible throughout. 
'You see, Amphiktyons (said I), that plain cultivated by the 
Amphissians, with buildings erected in it for farming and pot
tery! You have before your eyes the harbour, consecrated by 
the oath of your forefathers, now occupied and fortified. You 
know of yourselves, without needing witnesses to tell you, that 
these Amphissians have levied tolls and are taking profit out of 
the sacred harbour ! ' I then caused to be read publicly the 
ancient oracle, the oath, and the imprecations (pronounced 
after the first Sacred War, wherein Kirrha was destroyed). 
Then continuing, I said-' Here am I, ready to defend the god 
and the sacred property, according to the oath of our fore
fathers, with hand, foot, voice, and aU the powers that I 
possess. I stand prepared to clear my own city <>f her obliga
tions. to the gods : do you take counsel forthwith for your
selves. You are here about to offer sacrifice and pray to the 
gods for good things, publicly and individually. Look well 
then-where will you find voice, or soul, or eyes, or courage, to 
pronounce such supplications if you permit these accursed 
Amphissians to remain unpunished, when they have come 
under the imprecations of the recorded oath? Recollect that 
the oath distinctly proclaims the sufferings awaiting all impious 
transgressors, and even menaces those who tolerate their pro
ceedings, by declaring,-They who do not stand forward to 
vindicate Apollo, Artemis, Latona, and Athene Pronrea, may 
not sacrifice undefiled or with favourable acceptance."' 

Such is the graphic and impressive description,1 given by 
lEschines himself some years afterwards to the Athenian 
assembly, of his own address to the Amphiktyonic meeting in 
spring 339 B.c.; on the lofty site of the Delphian Pylrea, with 
Kirrha and its plain spread out before his eyes, and with the 
ancient oath and all its fearful imprecations recorded on the 
brass plate hard by, readable by every one. His speech, 
received with loud shouts, roused violent passion in the bosoms 
of the Amphiktyons, as well as of the hearers assembled round. 
The audience at Delphi was not like that of Athens. Athenian_ 
citizens were accustomed to excellent oratory, and to the task 
of balancing oppog!te arguments : though susceptible of high-

1 .iEschines adv. Ktesiph. p. 70. 
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wrought intellectual excitement~-admiration or repugnance as 
the case might be·~,they discharged it all in the final vote, and 
then went home to their private affairs. But to the compara
tively rude men at Delphi, the speech of a first-rate Athenian 
orator was a rarity. When Mschines, with great rhetorical force, 
unexpectedly revived in their imaginations the ancient and 
terrific history of the curse of Kirrha 1·- assisted by all the force 
of visible and local association -they were worked up to mad
ness ; while in such minds as theirs, the emotion raised would 
not pass off by simple voting, but required to be discharged 
by instant action. 

How intense and ungovernable that emotion became, is 
shown by the monstrous proceedings which followed. The 
original charge of impiety brought against Athens, set forth by 
the Amphissian speaker coarsely and ineffectively, and indeed 
noway lending itself to rhetorical exaggeration-· was now alto
gether forgotten in the more heinous impiety of which Mschines 
had accused the Amphissians themselves. About the necessity 
of punishing them, there was but one language. The Amphis
sian speakers appear to have fled-since even their persons 
would hardly have been safe amidst such an excitement. And 
if the day had not been already far advanced, the multitude 
would have rushed at once down from the scene of debate to 
Kirrha.2 On account of the lateness of the hour, a resolution 
was passed, which the herald formally proclaimed,~ That on 
the morrow at daybreak, the whole Delphian population, of 
sixteen years and upwards, freemen as well as slaves, should 
muster at the sacrificing place, provided with spades and pick
axes; That the assembly of Amphiktyonic legates would there 
meet them, to act in defence of the god and the sacred pro· 
perty'; That if there were any city whose deputies did not 
appear, it should be excluded from the temple, and proclaimed 
unholy and accursed. s 

At daybreak, accordingly, the. muster took place. The Del-

1 Dernosth. De Corona, p. 277. ws o€ 'CO -ri)s 'li'OAEWS &~£Wf'R A.a{36ov 
(Ai:schin&s) &<t>lKe-ro •ls Tovs 'Af<<P<«-r6ovas, 1Tttv-ra -rilA.A.' b.<t>ds Kal 1TRp<o6ov 
brEpa<v•v ~</>' oTs tp.ur6d,67J, «al A.o-yo!M' .~.,.poCTw'll'ous ""l f'VOovs, 86ev 7J 
Ktppala xd,pa Ka6tepd,07}, tJ'vV6ElS Kal 01€~EA.6wv, b.v e p W'IT 0" s b..,.. d p 0 vs 
;>.. & 'Y w v ""l -ro f<EA.A.ov o~ .,..poopwf<.!vovs, TaOs 'Af'</><KT6ova.s, 'll'el6et >/tTJ<pl· 
tJ'at1'6a<, &c . 

• A•:,chin. atlv. Ktesiph. p. 70. ICf'atJ-yl) 'li'OAA.l) Kal e&pvi3os ~~~ TWII 
•Ap.cpllcTv6Jiwv, tca.l A67o~· ~v oUKl·n w-epl TWJI CttT?r{5wv &.s 7}p.E'is lwEOr:p.ev, &AA, 
till7J .,...pl -ri)s TWII 'Af'</><tJ'(]'fOJV T<f<Wplas. "HilT} o€ 'li'OfPW Tijs '1if'~pas oiitJ'T}S, 
•·po•!I.Owv ,j Kf!pv~, &c. • 

• Mschines adv. Kksiph. p. 71. 
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phian multitude came with their implements for demolition:
the Amphiktyons with JEschines placed themselves at the 
head :-and all marched down to the port of Kirrha. Those 
there resident-probably astounded and terrified at so furious 
an inroad from an entire population, with whom, a few hours 
before, they had been on friendly terms-abandoned the place 
without resistance, and ran to acquaint their fellow-citizens at 
Amphissa. The Amphiktyons with their followers then entered 
Kirrha, demolished all the harbour-conveniences, and even set 
fire to the houses in the town. This JEschines himself tells us ; 
and we may be very sure (though he does not tell us) that the 
multitude thus set on were not contented with simply demol
ishing, but plundered and carried away whatever they could lay 
hands on. Presently, however, the Amphissians, whose town 
was on the high ground about seven or eight miles west of 
Delphi, apprised of the destruction of their property and seeing 
their houses in flames, arrived in haste to the rescue, with their 
full-armed force. The Amphiktyons and the Delphian multi
tude were obliged in their turn to evacuate Kirrha, and hurry 
back to Delphi at their best speed. They were in the greatest 
personal danger. According to Demosthenes, some were 
actually seized; but they must have been set at liberty almost 
immediately.1 None were put to death; an escape which they 
probably owed to the respect borne by the Amphissians, even 

I· De;;osc-;" ... :::'- ~""'~um!\. p. 277. According to the second decree of 
the Amphiktyons cited in th1s orattvu ; ... -~<1\ <ome.of the Amphiktyons 
were wounded. But I concur 'with Droysen, .hanKe a .. ::-::·'-~·c. _in .. 
disputing the genuineness of these decrees ; and the assertion, that some or 
the Amphiktyons were wounded, is one among the grounds for disputing 
it ; for if such had been the fact, JEschines could hardly have failed to 
mention it ; since it would have suited exactly the drift and purpose of his 
speech. 

JEschines js by far the best witness for the proceedings at this spring
meeting of the Amphiktyons. He was not only present, but the leading 
person concerned; if he makes a wrong statement, it must be by design. 
But if the facts as stated by JEschines are at all near the truth, it is hardly 
possible that the two decrees cited in Demosthen@s can have been the real 
decrees passed by the Amphiktyons. The substance of what was resolved, 
as given by JEschines, pp. 70, 71, is materially different from the first 
decree quoted in the oration of Demosthen~s, p. 278. There is no mention, 
in the latter, of those vivid and prominent circumstances-the summoning 
of all the Delphians, freemen and slaves above r6 years of age, with spades 
l!-nd mattocks-the exclusion from the temple, and the cursing, of any city 
which did not appear to take part. 

The compiler of those decrees appears to have had only Demosthen@s 
before him, and to have known nothing of JEschin~s. Of the violent 
proceedings of the Amphiktyons, both provoked and described by JEschin~s, 
Demosthen~s says nothing. 
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exasperating circumstances, to the Amphiktyonic 

On the morning after this narrow escape, the president, a 
Thessalian of Pharsalus named Kottyphus, convoked a full 
Amphiktyonic Ekklesia; that is, not merely the Amphiktyons 
proper, or the legates and co-legates deputed from the various 
cities-but also, along with them, the promiscuous multitude 
present for purpose of sacrifice and consultation of the oracle. 
Loud and indignant were the denunciations pronounced in this 
meeting against the Amphissians ; while Athens was eulogised 
as having taken the lead in vindicating the rights of Apollo. It 
was finally resolved that the Amphissians should be punished as 
sinners against the god and the sacred domain, as well as against 
the Amphiktyons personally ; that the legates should now go 
home, to consult each his respective city ; and that as soon 
as some positive resolution for executory measures could be 
obtained, each should come to a special meeting, appointed at 
Thermopylre for a future day-seemingly not far distant, and 
certainly prior to the regular season of autumnal convocation. 

Thus was the spark applied, and the flame kindled, of a 
second Amphiktyonic war, between six and seven years after 
the conclusion of the former in 346 B.c. What has been just 
recounted comes to us from JEschines, himself the witness as 
well as the incendiary. We here judge him, not from accusa
tions preferred by his rival Demosthenes, but from his own 
depositions; and from facts which he details not simply without 
regret, but with a strong feeling of pride. It is impossible to 
read them without becoming sensible of the profound misfortune 
which had come over the Grecian world ; since the unanimity 
or dissidence of its component portions were now determined, 
not by political congresses at Athens or Sparta, but by debates 
in the religious convocation at Delphi and Thermopylre. Here ' 
we have the political sentiment of the Amphissian Lokrians
their sympathy for Thebes, and dislike to Athens-dictating 
complaint and invective against the Athenians on the allegation 
of impiety. Against every one, it was commonly easy to find 
matter for such an allegation, if parties were on the lookout for 
it ; while defence was difficult, and the fuel for kindling religi
ous antipathy all at the command of the accuser. Accordingly 
JEschines troubles himself little with the defence, but plants 
himself at once on the vantage-ground of the accuser, and 
retorts the like charge of impiety against the Amphissians, on 
totally different allegations. By superior otatory, as well as by 
the appeal to an ancient historical fact of a character peculiarly 
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terror-striking, he exasperates the Amphiktyons to a pitch of 
religious ardour, in vindication of the god, such as to make 
them disdain alike the suggestions either of social justice or of 
political prudence. Demosthenes-giving credit to the Amphi
ktyons for something like the equity of procedure, familiar to 
Athenian ideas and practice-affirmed that no charge against 
Athens could have been made before them by the Lokrians, 
bec4use no charge would be entertained without previous notice 
given to Athens. But JEschines, when accusing the Lohians, 
~on a matter of which he had given no notice, and which it 
first crossed his mind to mention at the moment when he made 
his speech 1--found these Amphiktyons so inflammable in 
their religious antipathies, that they forthwith call out and head 
the Delphian mob armed with pickaxes for demolition. To 
evoke, from a far-gone and half-forgotten past, the memory of 
that fierce religious feud, for the purpose of extruding estab
lished proprietors, friends and defenders of the temple, from 
an occupancy wherein they rendered essential service to the 
numerous visitors of Delphi-to execute this purpose with 
brutal violence, creating the maximum of exasperation in the 
sufferers, endangering the lives of the Amphiktyonic legates, 
and raising another Sacred War pregnant with calamitous 
;;:.,:;::~·~-this was an amount of mischief such as the bitterest 
enemy of Gi-et: ...... :~,1<1. hardly have surpassed. The prior 
imputations of irreligion, throw .. :"''" hv the Lokrian orator 
against Athens, may have been futile and rna~~--::..::~·:- hut t!le 
retort of JEschines was far worse, extending as well as embn-
tering the poison of pious discord, and plunging the Amphikty
onic assembly in a contest from which there was no exit except 
by the sword of Philip. 

Some comments on this proceeding appeared requisite, partly 
because it is the only distinct matter known to us, from an 
actual witness, respecting the Amphiktyonic council-partly 
from its ruinous consequences, which will presently appear. At 
first, indeed, these consequences did not manifest themselves ; 
and when JEschines returned to Athens, he told his story to the 
satisfaction of the people. We may presume that he reported 
the proceedings at the time in the same manner as he stated 
them afterwards, in the oration now preserved. The Athenians, 
indignant at the accusation brought by the Lokrians against 
Athens, were disposed to take part in that movement of pious 
enthusiasm which .LEschines had kindled on the subject of 

1 A!:schines adv'. Kt~siph. p. 70. hrfi71.6e 3' oh p.o• i1rl T~v yvwp.7111 
p.P1j<T0TJVa• Tfis -rwv • Ap.<f"uuiwll wepl -r~v 71lv T~P lepd.v &uefMas, &c. 
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Kirrha, pursuant to the ancient oath sworn by their forefathers. 1 

So forcibly was the religious point of view of this question 
thrust upon the public mind, that the opposition of Demo
sthenes was hardly listened to. He laid open at once the 
consequences of what had happened, saying-" A~schines, you 
are bringing war into Attica- an Amphiktyonic war." But his 
predictions were cried down as illusions or mere manifestations 
of party feeling against a rivaJ.2 A<:schines denounced him 
openly as the hired agent of the impious Lokrians ; 3 a charge 
sufficiently refuted by the conduct of these I .okrians them
selves, who are described by .1Eschines as gratuitously insulting 
Athens. 

But though the general feeling at Athens, immediately after 
the return of lEschines, was favourable to his pruceedings at 
Delohi, it did not long continue so. Nor is the change difficult 
~._, understand. The first mention of the old oath, and the 
original devastation of Kirrha, sanctioned by the name and 
authority of Solon, would naturally turn the Athenian mind 
into a strong feeling of pious sentiment against the tenants of 
that accursed spot. But further information would tend to 
prove that the Lokrians were more sinned against than sinning; 
that the occupation of Kirrha as a harbour was a convenience 
to all Greeks, and most of all to the temple itself; lastly, that 
the imputations said to have been cast by the Lokrians upon 
Athens had either never been made at all (so we find l>emo
sthenes affirming), or were nothing worse than a11 unauthorised 
burst of ill-temper from some rude imE\ idual. Though 
.!Eschines had obtained at first a vote of ap!Jrobation for his 
proceedings, yet when his proposition carne to be: made ihat 
Athens should take part in the special Amphiktyonic meeting 
convened for punishing the Amphissians- ---the opposition of 
1 >emosthenes was found more effective. Both the Senate and 
the public assembly passed a resolution peremptorily forbidding 
all interference on the part of Athens at that special meeting. 
"The Hieromnemon and the l'ylagone of Athens (so the 
decree prescribed) shall take no part, either in word or deed or 
resolution, with the persons assembled at that special meeting. 
They shall visit Delphi and Thermopylre at the regular times 

1 h:schin@s adv. Ktesiph. p. 71. teal .-c'ts -rrpd~Ets TJ/<WV choa•~afdvou Toil 
7>-hp..ov, ~eal T~S 7r&l\.Ews 7rcftr1]S -rrpocupovp.fVTJS fbu(/3Elv, &c. Oinr tj ( Dl·mo
sthent!s) p.r:p.vfjcr8at -riiJJI Up1CwV, oUs oi 7rp6f'ovo' Wp.ocrav, oiiOE Tij:.· &.pi"is obOE T}j$. 

ToV 8eoil p.av-rdas. 
2 Demosth. llc Corona, p. 275. • 
3 _q,:schines adv. Kte,iph. p. fi<1 7r. 
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fixed by our forefathers." This important decree marks the 
change of opinion at Athens. .A<:schines indeed tells us that it 
was only procured by crafty manreuvre on the part of Demo
sthenes, being hurried through in a thin assembly, at the close 
of business, when most citizens (and .A<:schines among them) 
had gone away. But there is nothing to confirm such insinua
tions; moreover .A<:schines, if he had still retained the public 
sentiment in his favour, could easily have baffled the tricks of 
his riva1.1 

The special meeting of Amphiktyons at Thermopylre accord
ingly took place, at some time between the t'',ro regular periods 
of spring and autumn. No legates attended from Athens, nor 
any from Thebes-a fact made known to us by .A<:schines, and 
remarkable as evincing an incipient tendency towards concur
rence, such as had never existed before, between these two 
important cities. The remaining legates met, determined to 
levy a joint force for the purpose of punishing the Amphissians, 
and chose the president Kottyphus general. According to 
.A<:schines, this force was brought together, marched against the 
Lokri~ns, and reduced them to submission, but granted to 
them indulgent terms ; requiring from them a fine to the Del
phian god, payable at stated intervals-sentencing some of the 
Lokrian leaders to banishment as having instigated the encroach
ment on the sacred domain-and recalling others who had 
opposed it. But the Lokrians (he says), after the force had 
retired, broke faith, paid nothing, and brought back all the 
guilty leaders. Demosthenes, on the contrary, states that 
Kottyphus summoned contingents from the various Amphikty
onic states; but some never came at all, while those who did 
come were lukewarm and inefficient ; so that the purpose 
a'hogether miscarried.2 The account of Demosthenes is the 
more.OrObab)e .of .the. two : .for. WP. kn'()W .frnrn .. A<'.<f'h;nA<.h;,.,.,c,lL

that neither Athens nor Thebes took part- in the proceeding, 
while Sparta had been excluded from the Amphiktyonic council 
in 346 B.C. There remained therefore only the seconrlary and 
smaller states. Of these, the Peloponnesians, even if inclined, 
could not easily come, since they could neither march by land 
through Breotia, nor come with ease by sea while the Amphis
sians were masters of the port of Kirrha; and the Thessalians 
and their neighbours were not likely to take so intense an 
interest in the enterprise as to carry it through without the rest. 
Moreover, the party who were only waiting for a pretext to 

1 iEschin~s adv. l~tesi ph. p. 7 I 
2 Demosthen. De Coronil, p. 277 ; JEschin~s adv. Ktesiph. p. 72. 
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invite the interference of Philip, would rather prefer to do 
nothing, in order to show how impossible it was to act without 
him. Hence we may fairly assume that what .tEschines repre
sents as indulgent terms granted to the Lokrians and afterwards 
violated by them, was at best nothing more than a temporary 
accommodation, concluded because Kottyphus could not do 
anything-probably did not wish to do anything~without the 
intervention of Philip. 

The next Pyl:oea, or the autumnal meeting of the Amphiktyons 
at Thermopyl:oe, now arrived; yet the Lokrians were still 
unsubdued. Kottyphus and his party now made the formal 
proposition to invoke the aid of Philip. " If you do not 
consent (they told the Amphiktyons 1), you must come forward 
personally in force, subscribe ample funds, and fine all defaulters. 
Choose which you prefer." The determination of the Amphi
ktyons was taken to invoke the interference of Philip ; appoint
ing him commander of the combined force, and champion of 
the god, in the new Sacred War, as he had been in the former-

At the autumnal meeting, 2 where this fatal measure of calling 

1 Demosth. De Coronft, pp. 277, 278. 
2 The chronology of events here recounted has been differently conceived 

by different authors. According to my view, the first motion raised by 
.iEschin@s against the Amphissian Lokrians, occurred in the spring meeting 
of the Amphiktyons at Delphi in 339 B.c. (the year of the archon 
Theophrastus at Athens); next, there was held a special or extraordinary 
meeting of the Amphiktyons, and a warlike manifestation against the 
Lokrians ; after which came the regular autumnal meeting at Thermopyl::c 
(B.C. 339-September-the year of the archon Lysimachides at Athens), 
where the vote was passed to call in the military interference of Philip. 

This chronology does not indeed agree with the two so-called decrees of 
the Amphiktyons,and with the documentary statement-!' Apxwv Mv1/<Tt8e£51/s, 
'Av8<<TT1/pt&vos ~"'T!I J?rllleKa-which we read as incorporated in the orati® 
De Coron!i, P- 279. But I have already stated that I think these docu
ments spurious. 

The archon Mnesitheid@s (like all the other archons named in the 
documents recited in the oration De Coronft) is a wrong name, and cannot 
have been quoted from any genuine document. Next, the first decree of 
the Amphiktyons is not in harmony with the statement of Mschines, 
himself the great mover of what the Amphiktyons really did. Lastly, the 
second decree plainly intimates that the person who composed the two 
decrees conceived the nomination of Philip to have taken place in the very 
same Amphiktyonic assembly as the first movement against the Lokrians. 
The same words, lwl l<pews Kll.<wa'Y&pou, 'aptvfis 1rull.aias-prefixed to both 
decrees, must be understood to indicate the same assembly. Mr. Clinton's 
supposition that the first decree was passed at the spring meeting of 339 
B. c.-and the second at the spring meeting of 338 B.c.-Kleinagoras being 
the Eponym us in both years-appears to me nowise probable. The special 
purpose and value of an Eponymus would disappc!ar, if the same person 
served in that capacity for two successive years. Boeckh adopts the 
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in Philip was adopted, legates from Athens were doubtless 
present (JEschines among them), according to usual custom; 
for the decree of Demosthenes had enacted that the usual 
custom should be followed, though it had forbidden the 
presence of legates at the special or extraordinary meeting. 
JEschines 1 was not backward in advocating the application to 
Philip ; nor indeed could he take any other course, consistently 
with what he had done at the preceding spring meeting. He 
himself only laments that Athens suffered herself to be deterred, 
by the corrupt suggestions of Demosthenes, from heading the 
crusade against Amphissa, when the gods themselves had 
singled her out for that pious duty.2 What part Thebes took 
in the nomination of Philip, or whether her legates attended at 
the autumnal Amphiktyonic meeting, we do not know. But it 
is to be remembered that one of the twelve Amphiktyonic 
double suffrages now belonged to the Macedonians themselves ; 
while many of the remaining members had become dependent 
on Macedonia-the Thessalians, Phthiot Achreans, Perrhre
bians, Dolopians, Magnetes, &c.8 It was probably not very 
difficult for Kottyphus and JEschines to procure a vote invest
ing Philip with the command. Even those who· were not 
favourable might dread the charge of impiety if they opposed it. 

During the spring and summer of this year 339 B.C. (the 
interval between the two Amphiktyonic meetir,e:;\ "Pnili~_h,.il 
been engaged in his expedition against the Scythians, and in 
his battle, while returning, against the Triballi, wherein he 
received the severe wound already mentioned. His recovery 
from this wound was completed, when the Amphiktyonic vote, 

conjecture of Reiske, altering ~ap<vfis wull.alas in· the second decree into 
t,,.~,pw~swull.alas. This would bring the second decree into better harmony 
with chronology; but there is nothing in the state of the text to justify such 
an innovation. ·Bohnecke (Forsch. p. 498-508) adopts a supposition yet 
more improbable. He supposes that JEschin@s was chosen Pylagoras at 
the beginning of .the Attic year 34o--339 B.c., and that he attended first at 
Delphi at the autttmttal meeting of the Amphiktyons 340 B.C. ; that he 
there raised the violent storm which he himself describes in his speech ; 
ancl that afterwards, at the subsequent spring meeting, came both the two 
decrees which we now read in the oration De Coronil. But the first'of 
those two decrees can never have come after the outrageous proceeding 
described by JEschin~s. I will add, that in the form of decree, the 
president Kottyphus is called an Arcadian, whereas JEschin@s designates 
him as a Pharsaliatt. 

1 Demosth. De Coronil, p. 278. 
2 JEschin~s adv. Ktesiph. p. 72· . . ToJV p.~v IJe&v T~v ill'ep.ovlav "T;j$ 

einre/3elas f}p.'iv 11"apal'ieowtc&.,.,,w, .,.;js l'i~ l:.'flp.oO'IJtvous 15wpol'iotcla.s ~p:trol5wv 
'YE'YEP'IJIJ.,l''IJS. • 

8 See Isokrat@s, Orat. V. (Philipp.) s. 22. 23. 
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conferring upon him the command, was passed. He readily 
accepted a mission which his partisans, and probably his bribes, 
had been mainly concerned in procuring. Immediately collecting 
his forces, he marched southward through Thessaly and Thermo
pyl~, proclaiming his purpose of avenging the Delphian god 
upon the unholy Lokrians of Amphissa. The Amphiktyonic 
deputies, and the Amphiktyonic contingents, in greater or less 
numbers, accompanied his march. In passing through Ther
mopyl~, he took Nik~a (one of the towns most essential to the 
security of the pass) from the Thebans, in whose hands ·it had 
remained since his conquest of Phokis in 346 B.c., though with 
a Macedonian garrison sharing in the occupation.l Not Leing 
yet assured of the concurrence of the Thebans in his further 
projects, he thought it safer to consign this important town to 
the Thessalians, who were thoroughly in his dependence. 

His march from Thermopyl~, whether to Delphi and 
Amphissa, or into Bceotia, lay through Phokis. That unfortu
nate territory still continued in the defenceless condition to 
which it had been condemned by the Amphiktyonic sentence 
of 346 B.c., without a single fortified town, occupied merely by 
small dispersed villages and by a population scanty as well as 
poor. On reaching Elateia, once the principal Phokian town, 
but now dismantled, Philip halted his army, and began forth
with to re-establish the walls, converting it into a strong place 
for permanent military occupation. He at the same time 
occupied Kytinium, 2 the principal town in the little territory of 
Doris, in the upper portion of the valley of the river Kephissus, 
situated in the short mountain road from Thermopyl~ to 
Amphissa. 

The seizure of Elateia by Philip, coupled with his operations 
for reconstituting it as a permanent military post, was an event 
of the gravest moment, exciting surprise and uneasiness 
throughout a large portion of the Grecian world. Hitherto he 
had proclaimed himself as general acting under the Arnphikty
onic vote of nomination, and as on his march simply to vindi
cate the Delphian god against sacrilegious Loki·ians. Had 
such been his real purpose, however, he would have had no 
occasion to halt at Elateia, much less to re-fortify and garrison 
it. Accordingly it now became evident that he meant something 

1 .lEschin~s adv. Ktesiph. p. 73· bmlin 4>[A<rr7ras "'''Twv (J.(pcA-if-''"us 
NlKatav 0eTTaAoi's 7raplliwKe, &c. 

Compare Demosthen. ad Philipp. F:pistol. p. 15)· ~"o·~rn{,E'Tat o< 6rr'O 
1=>71/3aiwv Ni~eatav pJv cppovpif /CU.Tixwv, &c. • 

2 Philochorus ap. Dionys. Hal. ad Amuw·um, p. 742. 
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different, or at least something ulterior. He himself indeed no 
longer affected to conceal his real purposes. Sending envoys 
to Thebes, he announced that he had come to attack the 
Athenians, and earnestly invited her co-operation as his ally, 
against •enemies odious to her' as well as to himself. But if 
the Thebans, in spite of an excellent opportunity to crush an 
ancient foe, should still determine to stand aloof, he claimed of 
them at least a free passage through Breotia, that he might 
invade Attica with his own forces.l 

The relations between Athens and Thebes at this moment 
were altogether unfriendly. There had indeed been no actual 
armed conflict between them since the conclusion of the Sacred 
War in 346 B.c.; yet the old sentiment of enmity and jealousy, 
dating from earlier days and aggravated during that war, still 
continued unabated. To soften this reciprocal dislike, and to 
bring about co-operation with Thebes, had always been the 
aim of some Athenian politicians-Eubulus-Aristophon-and 
Demosthenes himself, whom JEschines tries to discredit as 
having been complimented and corrupted by the Theban!2 

Nevertheless, in spite of various visits and embassies to Thebes, 
where a philo-Athenian minority also subsisted, nothing had ever 
been accomplished.3 The enmity still remained, and had been 
even artificially aggravated (if we are to believe Demosthenes4) 

during the six months which elapsed since the breaking out 
· of the Amphissian quarrel, by JEschines and the partisans of 

Philip in both cities. . 
The ill-will subsisting between Athens and Thebes at the 

moment when Philip took possession of Elateia, was so 
acknowledged that he had good reason for looking upon con
federacy of the two against him as impossible.5 To enforce the 

1 Demosthen. De Coronfr, p. 293-299. Jus tin, ix. 3, "diu dissimulatum 
bellum Atheniensibus infert." This expression is correct in the sense, that 
Philip, who had hitherto pretended to be on his march against Amphissa, 
disclosed his real purpose to be against Athens, at the moment when he 
seized Elateia. Otherwise, he had been at open war with Athens, ever 
since the sieges of Byzantium and Perin thus in the preceding year. 

2 Ai:schines, Fals. Leg. pp. 46, 47· 
" A<:schines adv. Ktesiph. p. 73; Demosth. De Corona, p. 281. 
4 Demosth. De Coronfr, pp. 276, 281, 284. 'AAA' ll«t<T< €1rd.v«p.<, li-rt -rl>v 

<v 'A;.upl<TO"[I 1r&Aep.ov To67'ov (JEschioes) p.ev wol1[<Ta.v7'os, dup.o;r<pa.vap.lvwP o£ 
-rwv ~ll.ll.wv -row <Tuvep-ywv avTov -r'hv wpl>s 07}/3aious lx6pav, <Tuvl/3'11 -rbv 
<I>[A.,n7rov lll.6<'iv lcp' o/jp.iis, oQwep ~V<Ka Til.s w6A.<ts o'li-rot dWfKpovov, &c. 
Oi;TW !J.fXpt w6ppw 7rpo1[-ya-yov ohol Thv tx6pa.v. 

5 Demosth. De Coronfr-~KfV txwv (Philip)"*" o6vaplV Kal Thv 'EAd.T<taP 
KO/T~A.a/3Ev, ~s oVa' a- Et' 'Tt "/Evot'TO tTL 0"11p .. 7r11€1)(J'J.VTWJI &v tut.Wv Ked rWv 
fJ'!]/JaLov. 
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request, that Thebes, already his ally, would continue to act 
as such at this critical juncture. he despatched thither envoys 
not merely Macedonian, but also Thessalian, Dolopian, Phthiot 
Ach::ean, h:tolian, and &nianes -the Amphiktyonic allies who 
were now accompanying his march.! 

If such were the hopes, and the reasonable hopes, of Philip, 
we may easily understand how intense was the alarm among 
the Athenians, when they first heard of the occupation of 
Elateia. Should the Thebans comply, Philip would be in 
three days on the frontier of Attica ; and from the sentiment 
understood as well as felt to be prevalent, the Athenians could 
not but anticipate that free passage, and a Theban reinforce
ment besides, would be readily granted. Ten years before, 
Demosthenes himself (in his first Olynthiac) had asserted that 
the Thebans would gladly join Philip in an attack on Attica.2 

If such was then the alienation, it had been increasing rather 
than diminishing ever since. As the march of Philip had 
hitherto been not merely rapid, but also understood as directed 
towards Delphi and Amphissa, the Athenians had made no 
preparations for the defence of their frontier. Neither their 
families nor their moveable property had yet been carried 
within walls. Nevertheless they had now to expect, within 
little more than forty-eight hours, an invading army as formid
able and desolating as any of those durin1:, the Peloponnesian 
war, under a commander far abler than Archidamus or Agis. 3 

Though the general history of this important period can be 
made out only in outline, we are fortunate enough to obtain 
from Demosthenes a striking narrative, in some detail, of the 
proceedings at Athens immediately after the news of the capture 
of Elateia by Philip. It was evening when the messenger 
arrived, just at the time when the prytanes (or senators of the 
presiding tribe) were at supper in their official residence. 
Immediately breaking up their meal, some ran to call the 
generals whose duty it was to convoke the public assembly, 
with the trumpeter who gave public notice thereof; so that the 
Senate and assembly were convoked for the next morning at 
daybreak. Others bestirred themselves in clearing out the 
market-place, which was full of booths and stands for traders 

1 Philochorus ap. Dionys. Hal. ad Amm.,nm, p. 742. 
2 Demosth. Olynth. i. p. 16. •Av ~· eKelva <I>lA.t7r1rOS ;>..&.f3p, Tis a.lrrbv 

ttwA.V(HL ~eupo f3a.~l(etv; f!J71/3a.'iot; of, <I J.<1tJ A.[a,p 1rtt<pbv <l'lrEill p, t<a.l ITVVEL<T
f3aA.ov<TLV ~Tol~Lws. 

" Demosth. De Corond, p. 304. 7) 7iip ~1-'h 'lrOA<T<la, ~s oliTos (JEschin€s) 
KU.T'Iryope-; 0.~-rl ,u.Ev TOiJ, E!'l1.8 __ cdous f.J.€TQ. cp,~(1f'1rOV ~vvt:}/13a.1'1..1e'Lv els TJJV XdJpa.v, 
t> 1raPT£S 'f'OPTo, J.<E9 1/f'""' ,.apa.Ta~«f'£vovs ~ICELVov ttwA.v£tv ~1roi11cr•v, &c, 
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selling merchandise. They even set fire to these booths, in 
their hurry to get the space clear. Such was the excitement 
and terror throughout the city, that the public assembly was 
crowded at the earliest dawn, even before the Senate could go 
through their forms and present themse1ves for the opening 
ceremonies. At length the Senate joined the assembly, and 
the prytanes came forward to announce the news, producing 
the messenger with his public deposition. The herald then 
proclaimed the usual words-" Who wishes to speak?" Not 
a man came ·forward. He proclaimed the words again and 
again, yet still no one rose. 

At length, after a considerable interval of silence, Demo
sthenes rose to speak. He addressed himself to that alarming 
conviction which beset the minds of all, though no one had yet 
given it utterance-that the Thebans were in hearty sympathy 
with Philip. "Suffer not yourselves (he said) to believe any 
such thing. If the fact had been so, Philip would have been 
already on your frontier, without halting at Elateia. He has a 
large body of partisans at Thebes, procured by fraud an"d 
corruption; but he has not the whole city. There is yet a 
considerable Theban party, adverse to him and favourable to 
you. It is for the purpose of emboldening his own partisans 
in Thebes, overawing his opponents, and thus extorting a 
positive declaration from the city in his favour, that he is 
making display of his force at Elateia. And in this he will 
succeed, unless you, Athenians, shall exert yourselves vigor
ously and prudently in counteraction. If you, acting on your 
old aversion towards Thebes, shall now hold aloof, Philip's 
partisans in the city will become all-powerful, so that the whole 
Theban force will march along with him against Attica. For 
your own security, you must shake off these old feelings, how
ever well grounded-and stand forward for the protection of 
Thebes, as being in greater danger than yourselves. March 
forth your entire military strength to the frontier, and thus em
bolden your partisans in Thebes to speak out openly against 
their philippising opponents, who rely upon the army at Elateia. 
Next, send ten envoys to Thebes; giving them full powers, in 
conjunction with the generals, to call in your military force 
whenever they think fit. Let your envoys demand neither 
concessions nor conditions from the Thebans; let them simply 
tender the full force of Athens to assist the Thebans in their 
present straits. If the offer be accepted, you will have secured 
an ally inestimab~ for your own safety, while acting with a 
generosity worthy of Athens ; if it be refused, the Thebans will 
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have themselves to blame, and you will at least stand unim
peached on the score of honour as well as of policy." I 

The recommendation of Demosthenes, alike wise and 
generous, was embodied in a decree and adopted by the 
Athenians without opposition.2 Neither .tEschines, nor any 

1 Demosth. De Coronf!, pp. 286, 287 ; Diodor. xvi. 84. I have given 
the substance, in brief, of what Demosthtnes r~presents himself to have 
said. 

2 This decree, or a document claiming to be such, is given verbatim in 
Demosthen€s, De Coronf!, pp. 289, 290. It bears date on the 16th of the 
month Skirrophorion (June), under the archonship of Nausikles. This 
archon is a wrong or pseud-eponymous archon; and the document, to say 
nothing of its verbosity, implies that Athens was now about to pass out of 
pacific relations with Philip, and to begin war against him--which is 
contrary to the real fact. 

There also appear inserted, a few pages before, in the same speech (p. 
282}, four other documents, purporting to relate to the time immediately 
preceding the capture of Elateia by Philip. I. A decree of the Athenians, 
elated in the month Elaphebolion of the archon Heropythus. 2. Anothtr 
decree, in the month Munychion of the same archon. 3· An answer 
addressed by Philip to the Athenians. 4· An answer addressed by Philip 
to the Thebans. 

Here again, the archon called Heropythtts is a wrong and unknown 
archon. Such manifest error of date would alone be enough to preclude 
me from trusting the document as genuine. Droysen is right, in my judge· 
ment, in rejecting all these five documents as spurious. The answer of 
Philip to the Athenians is adapted to the two decrees of the Atheniam, 
and cannot be genuine if they are spurious. 

These decrees, too, like that dated in Skirrophorion, are not consistent 
with the true relations between Athens and Philip. They imply that she 
was at peace with him, and that hostilities were first undertaken against 
him by her after his occnpation of Elateia; whereas open war had been 
prevailing between them for more than a year, ever since the summer of 340 
B.c., and the maritime operations against him in the Propontis. That the 
war was going on without interruption, during all this period-that Philip 
could not get near to Athens to strike a blow at her and close the war, 
except by bringing the The bans and Thessalians into co·operation with him 
-and that for the attainment of this last purpose, he caused the Am phissian 
war to be kindled, through the corrupt agency of 1Eschin€s-is the expreos 
statement of Demostheni!s, De Coronf!, pp. 275, 276. Hence I find it 
impossible to believe in the authenticity either of the four documents here 
quoted, or of this supposed very long decree of the Athenians, on forming 
their alliance with Thebes, bearing date on the 16th of the month Skirro
phorion, and cited De Coronf!, p. 289. I will add, that the two decr~es 
which we read in p. 282, profess themselves as having been passed in the 
months Elaphebolion and Munychion, and bear the name of the archon 
Heropythus; while the decree cited, p. 289, bears date the 16th of 
Skirrophorion, and the name of a different archon, Nausik!h. Now if 
the decrees were genuine, the events which are described in both must 
have happened under the same archon, at an interval of about six weeks 
between the last day of Munychion and the 16th of Skirrophorion. It is 
impossible to suppose an interval of one year alfd six weeks between 
them. 
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one else, said a word against it. Demosthenes himself, being 
named chief of the ten envoys, proceeded forth~th to Thebes; 
while the military force of Attica was at the same time marched 
to the frontier. 

At Thebes they found the envoys of Philip and his allies, 

It appears to me, on reading attentively the words of Demosthenl!s him
self, that the .falsarius, or person who composed these four first documents, 
has not properly conceived what it was that Demosthenl!s caused to be read 
by the public secretary. The point which Demosthenes is here making is 
to show how ably he had managed, and how well he had deserved of his 
country, by bringing the Thebans into alliance with Athens immediately 
after Philip's capture of Elateia. For this purpose he dwells upon the bad 
state of feeling between Athens and Thebes before that event, brought about 
by the-secret instigations of Philip through corrupt partisans in both places. 
Now it is to illustrate this hostile feeling between Athens and Tltebes, that 
he causes the secretary to read certain decrees and answers-~v oTs li' ~.,.. tjli71 
-r a .,. p "0 s &11.11.-f, 71. ovs, -rovTwvl-rwv 1/171</><<rp.&:rwv &.KoV<ravT<s ~eal-rwv &woKp{<reOJv 
e1crw0e. Ka( p.ot ll.e-ye TavTa ll.a/3dw •••• (p. 282). The documents here 
announced to be read do not bear upon the relations between Atkms and 
Philz'p (which were those of active warfare, needing no illustration)-but 
to the relation between Athens and Thebes. There had plainly been 
interchanges of bickering and ungracious feeling between the two cities, 
manifested in public decrees or public answers to complaints or remon
strances. Instead of which, the two Athenian decrees, which we now read 
as following, are addressed, not to the The bans, but to Philip; the first of 
them does not mention Thebes at all, the second mentions Thebes only to 
recite as a ground of complaint against Philip, that he was trying to put 
the two cities at variance ; and this too, among other grounds of complaint 
much more grave a1id imputing more hostile purposes. Then follow two 
answers-which are not answers between Athens and Thebes, as they ought 
to be-but answers from Philip, the first to the Athenians, the second to 
the The bans. Neither the decrees, nor the answers, as they here stand, go 
to illustrate the point at which Demosthenes is aiming-the bad feeling and 
mutual provocations which had been exchanged a little before between 
Athens and Thebes. Neither the one nor the other justifies the worqs of 
the orator immediately after the documents have been read-oe-rw lita6els 
lJ <!>(7\,,, .. ,,..s -ras .,.&!wr wp"Os &.71.71.-f,ll.as lita ToVTOJv (through JEschinl!s and 
his supporters), Kal -roVTO<S ~wap6els -ro<s 'o/71</>{crp.a<rt Kal Tai's &.1ro1<plcre<rtv, 
f,~eev ¥xwv 'T~V OVvafJ.iV leal T1]v )E~cl'TetaJI KO.T~Aa{3ev, &s oVO' av et 'TL "f~VOL'TO 
rn CTvp.7rV<vCTcJ.v-rwV llv TJf!WV Kal 'I"WV <iJ'I){:Jcdwv. 
Demosthen~s describes Philip as acting upon Thebes and Athens through 

the agency of corrupt citizens in each ; the author of these documents 
conceives Philip as acting by his own despatches. 

The decree of the r6th Skirrophorion enacts, not only that there shall be 
alliance with Thebes, but also that the right of i1tte1 marriage between the 
two cities shall be established. Now at the moment when the decree was 
passed the Thebans both had been, and still were, on bad terms with 
Athens, so that it was doubtful whether they would entertain or reject the 
proposition; nay, the chances even were, that they would reject it and 
join Philip. We can hardly believe it possible, that under such a state of 
probabilities, the Ath~nians would go so far as to pronotl.l\c;~ fo~ the 
establishment of intermarriage between the two cities. 
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and the philippising The bans full of triumph ; while the friends 
of Athens were so dispirited, that the first letters of Demo
sthenes, sent home immediately on reaching Thebes, were of a 
gloomy cast.1 According to Grecian custom, the two opposing 
legations were heard in turn before the Theban assembly. 
Amyntas and Klearchus were the Macedonian envoys, together 
with the eloquent Byzantine Python, as chief spokesman, and 
the Thessalians Daochus and Thrasylaus.2 Having the first 
word, as established allies of Thebes, these orators found it an 
easy theme to denounce Athens, and to support their case by 
the general tenor of past history since the battle of Leuktra. 
The Macedonian orator contrasted the perpetual hostility of 
Athens with the valuable aid furnished to Thebes by Philip, 
when he rescued her from the Phokians, and confirmed her 
ascendency over Bceotia. "If (said the orator) Philip had 
stipulated, before he assisted you against the Phokians, that 
you should grant him in return a free passage against Attica, 
you would have gladly acceded. Will you refuse it now, when 
he has rendered to you the service without stipulation? Either 
let us pass through to Attica-or join our march ; whereby you 
will enrich yourself with the plunder of that country, instead of 
being impoverished by having Bceotia as the seat of war." 8 

All these topics were so thoroughly in harmony with the 
previous sentiments of the Thebans, that they must have made 
a lively impression. How Demosthenes replied to them, we 
are not permitted to know. His powers of oratory must have 
been severely tasked; for the pre-established feeling was all 
adverse, and he had nothing to work upon, except fear, on the 
part of Thebes, of too near contact with the Macedonian arms 
-combined with her gratitude for the spontaneous and uncon
ditional tender of Athens. And even as to fears, the Thebans 
had only to choose between admitting the Athenian army or 
that of Philip; a choice in which all presumption was in favour 
of the latter, as present ally and recent benefactor-against the 
former, as standing rival and enemy. Such was the result 
anticipated by the hopes of Philip as well as by the fears of 
Athens. Yet with all the chances thus against him, Demo
sthenes carried his point in the Theban assembly; determining 

1 Demosth. De Corona, p. 298. 
2 Plutarch, Demosth. c. 18. Daochus and Thrasylaus are named by 

Demosthen~s as Thessalian partisans of Philip (Demosth. De Corona, p. 
324)· 

3 Demosth. De Corona, pp. 293, 299; Aristot, R~etoric. ii., 2.1; Diocys. 
Hal. ad Ammreum, p. 744; Diodor. xvi. 85. 
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them to accept the offered alliance of Athens and to brave the 
hostility of Philip. He boasts, with good reason, of such a 
diplomatic and oratorical triumph; 1 by which he not only 
obtained a powerful ally against Philip, but also-a benefit yet 
more important-rescued Attica from being overrun by a united 
Macedonian and Theban army. Justly does the contemporary 
historian Theopompus extol the unrivalled eloquence whereby 
Demosthenes kindled in the bosoms of the Thebans a generous 
flame of Pan-Hellenic patriotism. But it was not simply by 
superior eloquence 2-though that. doubtless was an essential 
condition-that his triumph at Thebes was achieved. It was 
still more owing to the wise and generous offer which he carried 
with him, and which he had himself prevailed on the Athenians 
to make-of unconditional alliance without any reference to the 
jealousies and animosities of the past, and on terms even 
favourable to Thebes, as being more exposed than Athens in 
the war against Philip. 3 

The answer brought back by Demosthenes was cheering. 
The important alliance, combining Athens and Thebes in 
defensive war against Philip, had been successfully brought 
about. The Athenian army, already mustered in Attica, was 
invited into Boeotia, and marched to Thebes without delay. 
While a portion of them joined the Theban force at the 
northern frontier of Boeotia to resist the approach of Philip, the 
rest were left in quarters at Thebes. And Demosthenes extols 
not only the kindness with which they were received in private 
houses, but also their correct and orderly behaviour amidst the 
families and properties of the The bans; not a single complaint 
being preferred against them. 4 The antipathy and jealousy 
between the two cities seemed effaced in cordial co-operation 

1 Demosth. De Corona, p. 304-307. el p.~v o(ip p.h p.er~')'vwa'av eu9~ws, 
Ws Ta.VT' eUiov, ol e.,/3a..'iat, leal p.E9' Vp.Wv E'Y~VOJITO, &c. 

~ Theopompus, Frag. 239, ed. Didot ; Plutarch, Demosth. c. r8. 
3 We may here trust the more fully the boasts made by Demosthen~s of 

his own statesmanship and oratory, since we possess the comments of 
JEschines, and therefore know the worst that can be said by an unfriendly 
critic. JEschines (adv. Ktesiph. pp. 73, 74) says that the Thebans were 
induced to join Athens, not by the oratory of Demosthenl!s, but by their 
fear of Philip's near approach, and by their displeasure in consequence of 
having Nikrea taken from them. Demosthenes says in fact the same. 
Doubtless the ablest orator must be furnished with some suitable points to 
work up in his pleadings. But the orators on the other side would find in 
the history of the past a far more copious collection of matters, capable of 
being appealed to as causes of antipathy against Athens, and of favour to 
Philip ; and against th,s superior case Demosthenes had to contend. 

4 Demosth. De Corona, pp. 299, 300. 
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against the common enemy. Of the co~t of the joint operations, 
on land and sea, two-thirds were undertaken by Athens. The 
command was shared equally between the allies; and the centre 
of operations was constituted at Thebes.1 

In this as well as in other ways, the dangerous vicinity of 
Philip, giving increased ascendency to Demosthenes, impressed 
upon the counsels of Athens a vigour long unknown. The 
orator prevailed upon his countrymen to suspend the expendi
ture going on upon the improvement of their docks and the 
construction of a new arsenal, in order that more money might 
be devoted to military operations. He also carried a further 
point which he had long aimed at accomplishing by indirect 
means, but always in vain; the conversion of the Theoric Fund 
to military purposes. 2 So preponderant was the impression of 
danger at Athens, that Demosthenes was now able to propose 
this motion directly, and with success. Of course, he must 
first have moved to suspend the standing enactment, whereby 
it was made penal even to submit the motion. 

To Philip, meanwhile, the new alliance was a severe dis
appointment and a serious obstacle. Having calculated on the 
continued adhesion of Thebes, to which he conceiv~d himself 
entitled as a return for benefits conferred- and having been 
doubtless assured by his partisans in the cit:; that they could 
promise him TheLan co-operation against Athens, as soon as he 
should appear on the frontier with an overawing army--~he was 
disconcerted at the sudden junction of these two powerful 
cities, unexpected alike by friends and enemies. Henceforward 
we shall find him hating Thebes, as guilty of desertion and 
ingratitude, worse than Athens, his manifest enemy.3 But 
having failed in inducing the Thebans to follow his lead against 
Athens, he thought it expedient again to resume his profession 
of acting on behalf of the Delphian god against Amphissa,- ·· -· 
and to write to his allies in Peloponnesus to come and join him, 
for this specific purpose. His letters were pressing, ofte11 
repeated, and implying much embarrassment, according to 
Demosthenes.4 As far as we can judge, they do not seem to 

J Ai:schines adv. Ktesiph. p. 7 4· 
2 Philochorus, Frag. 135, ed. Didot ; Dion. Hal. a•l Amrmeum, p. 742. 
'1 Ai:schines adv. Ktesiph. p. 73· h:schines remarks the fact-but 

perverts the inferences deducible from it. 
4 Demosthen. De Corona, p. 279· .O.~s o-h 1-'0< Tt)l! J7rL(J'T071.-hv, ?)v, &s 

oVx lnr-h~eouov ol ®71f3aiOL, 1rEp.1rH 1rpDs -ruUs ~v lleA.o?rovv{JO"cp uup.fJ.J.xou~ ~~ 
<!>[li.L'Ir'lrOS, 1v' ELO~TE ICc:tl '" Ta.VT?jS (J'acpws b.,-, Tt)l! 1-'EV all.7j8ij 7rp6cpa(J'w TWV 
7rpc:t')'p.cf.TwV, .,-b Tc:tvT' brl .,-1jp 'EAll.aoa ICc:tl TOOs f!<)7j/3afovs ICc:tl V/-'aS 7rptf.rnw, 
0.7rEicp{nrTETO, tcowa. OE Kal Tors 'Ap.c/JtK'T6Q(f' o&~avra 'li"QtE'V 7rp0rT€'7f'OlE'i'To, &c. 
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have produced much effect; nor was it easy for the Pelopon
nesians to join Philip-either by land, while Breotia was 
hostile-or by sea while the Amphissians held Kirrhll, and the 
Athenians had a superior navy. 

War was now carried on, in Phokis and on the frontiers of 
Breotia, during the autumn and winter of 339-338 B.c. The 
Athenians and Thebans not only maintained their ground 
against Philip, but even gained some advantages over him; 
especially in two engagements-called the battle on the river, 
and the winter-battle-of which Demosthenes finds room to 
boast, and which called forth manifestations of rejoicing and 
sacrifice, when made known at Athens.l To Demosthenes 
himself, as the chief adviser of the Theban alliance, a wreath 
of gold was proposed by Demomeles and Hyperides, and 
decreed by the people ; and though a citizen named Diondas 
impeached the mover for an illegal decree, yet he did not even 
obtain the fifth part of the suffrages of the Dikastery, and 
therefore became liable to the fine of 10oo drachms. 2 Demo
sthenes was crowned with public proclamation at the Dionysiac 
festival of March 338 B.c. 3 

But the most memorable step taken by the Athenians and 
Thebans, in this joint war against Philip, was that of recon
stituting the Phokians as an independent and self-defending 
section of the Hellenic name. On the part of the Thebans, 
hitherto the bitterest enemies of the Phokians, this proceeding 
evinced adoption of an improved and generous policy, worthy 
of the Pan-Hellenic cause in which they had now embarked. 
In 346 B.c., the Phokians had been conq1,1ered and ruined by 
the arms of Philip, under condemnation pronounced by the 

Then follows"'a letter, purporting to be written by Philip to the Pelopon
nesians. I concur with Droysen in mistrusting its authenticity. I do not 
rest any statements on its evidence. The Macedonian month Liius does 
not appear to coincide with the Attic Biiedromion ; nor is it probable that 
Philip, in writing to Peloponnesians, would allude at all to Attic months. 
Various subsequent letters written by Philip to the Peloponnesians, and 
intimating much em1)anassment, are al1m1ed to by Demosthentl:s, further 
on-' A?..?.. a p.1w o1a.s r&r' f!cpiEL cpwvas b <!>lA.t7r7ros 1ea.l ~" o1a<s i!v ra.pa.xa<s l,.l 
rovro<s, l~e Twv l7rt<rroA.wv t~e<ivou p.a8f7rr<t16< ifw els lleA.o7rOVV'I/<TOV f7l"Ef'7rEV 
(pp. 301, 302). Demosthen@s causes the letters to be read publicly, but no 
letters appear verbatim. 

1 Demosth. De Coroni't, p. 300. 
2 Demosth. De Coroni't, p. 302 ; Plutarch. Vit. X. Orator., p. 848. 
8 That Demosthenl!s was crowned at the Dionysiac festival (March 338 

n. c.) is contended by Biihnecke (Forschungen, pp. 534, 535) ; upon grounds 
which seem sufficient, against the opinion of Boeckh and Winiewski 
(Comment. ad Demostll.. De Coronil., p. zso), who think that he was not 
crowned until the Panathenaic festival, in the ensuing July. 
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Amphiktyons. Their cities had all been dismantled, and their 
population distributed in villages, impoverished, or driven into 
exile. These exiles, many of whom were at Athens, now re
turned, and the Phokian population were aided by the 
Athenians and Thebans in re-occupying and securing their 
towns.1 Some indeed of these towns were so small, such as 
Parapotamii 2 and others, that it was thought inexpedient to 
reconstitute them. Their population was transferred to the 
others, as a means of increased strength. Ambrysus, in the 
south-western portion of Phokis, was re-fortified by the 
Athenians and Thebans with peculiar care and solidity. It 
was surrounded with a double circle of wall of the black stone 
of the country; each wall being fifteen feet high and nearly six 
feet in thickness, with an interval of six feet between the two. 8 

These walls were seen, five centuries afterwards, by the traveller 
Pausanias, who numbers them among the most solid defensive 
structures in the ancient world.~ Ambrysus was valuable to 
the Athenians and Thebans as a military position for the 
defence of Bceotia, inasmuch as it lay on that rough southerly 
road near the sea, which the Lacedremonian king Kleombrotus 5 

had forced when he marched from Phokis to the position of 
Leuktra; eluding Epaminondas and the main The ban force, 
who were posted to resist him on the more frequented road by 
Koroneia. Moreover, by occupying the south-western parts of 
Phokis on the Corinthian Gulf, they prevented the arrival of 
reinforcements to Philip by sea out of Peloponnesus. 

The war in Phokis, prosecuted seemingly upon a large scale 
and with much activity, between Philip and his allies on one 
side, and the Athenians and Thebans with their allies on the 
other-ended with the fatal battle of Chreroneia, fought in 
August 338 B.c. ; having continued about ten months from 
the time when Philip, after being named general at the 
Amphiktyonic assembly (about the autumnal equinox), 
marched southward and occupied Elateia.6 But respecting 

1 Pamanias, x. 3, 2. g Pausanias, x. 33, 4· 8 Pausanias, x. 36, 2. 
4 Pausanias, iv. 31, S· He places the fortifications of Ambrysus in a 

class with those of Byzantium and Rhodes. 
5 Pausan. ix. 13, 2; Diodor. xv. 53 ; Xenoph. Hell. vi. 4, 3· 
6 The chronology of this period has caused much perplexity, and has 

been differently at ranged by different authors. But it will be found that 
all the difficulties and controversies regarding it have arisen from resting 
on the spurious decrees embodied in the speech of Demosthenl!s De Corona, 
as if they were so much genuine history. Mr. Clinton, in his Fasti 
Hellenici, cites these decrees as if they were parts 8£ Demosthenes himself. 
When we once put aside these documents, the general statements both of 
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the intermediate events, we are unfortunately without distinct 
information. We pick up only a few hints and allusions which 
do not enable us to understand what passed. We cannot 
make out either the auxiliaries engaged, or the total numbers 
in the field, on· either side. Demosthenes boasts of having 
procured for Athens as allies, the Eubreans, Achreans, 
Corinthians, Thebans, Megarians, Leukadians, and Korkyrreans 
-arraying along with the Athenian soldiers not less than 
15,ooo infantry and 2ooo cavalry; 1 and pecuniary con
tributions besides, to no inconsiderable amount, for the 
payment of mercenary troops. Whether all these troops 

Demosthen~s and ./Eschin~s, though they are not precise or specific, will 
appear perfectly clear and consistent respecting the chronology of the period. 

That the battle of Chreroneia took place on the 7th of the Attic month 
Metageitnion (August) B.C. 338 (the second month of the archon Chrerondas 
at Athens)-is affirmed by Plutarch (Camill. c. 19) and generally admitted. 

The time when Philip first occupied Elateia has been stated by Mr. 
Clinton and most authors as the preceding month of Skirrophorion, fifty 
days or thereabouts earlier. But this rests exclusively on the evidence of 
the pretended decree, for alliance between Athens and Thebes, which 
appears in Demosthen~s De Corona, p. 289. Even those who defend the 
authenticity of the decree, can hardly confide in the truth of the month
date, when the name of the archon Nausikl~s is confessedly wrong. To 
me neither this document, nor the other so-called Athenian decrees pro
fessing to bear date in Munychion and Elaphebolion (p. 282), carry any 
evidence whatever. 

The general statements both of Demosthen@s and ./Eschin~s, indicate the 
appointment of Philip as Amphiktyonic general to have been made in the 
autumnal convocation of Amphiktyons at Thermopylre. Shortly after this 
appointment, Philip marched his army into Greece with the professed 
purpose of acting upon it. In this march he came upon Elateia and began 
to fortify it ; probably about the month of October 339 B.C. The Athenians, 
The bans, and other Greeks carried on the war against him in Phokis for 
about ten months until the battle of Chreroneia. That this war must have 
lasted as long as ten months, we may see by the facts mentioned in my last 
page-the re-establishment of the Phokians and their towns, and especial! y 
the elaborate fortification of Ambrysus. Bohnecke (Forschungen, p. 533) 
points out justly (though I do not agree with his general arrangement of 
the events of the war) that this restoration of the Phokian towns implies a 
considerable interval between the occupation of Elateia and the battle of 
Chreroneia. ·we have also two battles gained against Philip, one of them 
a p.ri.x'YI x••p.epw!,, which perfectly suits with this arrangement. 

1 Demosth. De Corona, p. 306; Plutarch, Demosth. c. 17. Tn the 
decree of the Athenian people (Plutarch, Vit. X. Orat. p. 85o) passed after 
the death of Demosthen~s, granting various honours and a statue to his 
memory-it is recorded that he brought in by his persuasions not only the 
allies enumerated in the text, but also the Lokrians and the Messenians; 
and that he procured from the allies a total contribution of above 500 
talents. The Messenians, however, certainly did not fight at Chreroneia ; 
nor is it correct to say t~t Demosthen@s induced the Amphissian Lokrians 
to become allies of Athens. 
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fought either in Phokis or at Chceroneia, we cannot determine; 
we verify the Achceans and the Corinthians.1 As far as we 
can trust Demosthenes, the autumn and winter of 339-338 B.C. 
was a season of advantages gained by the Athenians and 
The bans over Philip, and of rejoicing in their two cities; not 
without much embarrassment to Philip, testified by his urgent 
requisitions of aid from his Peloponnesian allies, with which 
they did not comply. Demosthenes was the war-minister of 
the day, exercising greater influence than the generals
deliberating at Thebes in concert with Bc.eotarchs-advising 
and swaying the Theban public assembly as well as the 
Athenian-and probably in mission to other cities air 
purpose of pressing military efforts. 2 The >wn bestowed 
upon him at the Dionysiac festival (March , B.c.) marks the 
pinnacle of his glory and the meridian of his hopes, when there 
seemed a fair chance of successfully resisting the Macedonian 
invasion. 

Philip had calculated on the positive aid of Thebes; at the 
very worst, upon her neutrality between him and Athens. 
That she would cordially join Athens, neither he nor any one 
else imagined; nor could so improbable a result have been 
brought about, had not the game of Athens been played with 
unusual decision and judgement by Demosthenes. Accordingly, 
when opposed by the unexpected junction of the Theban and 
Athenian force, it is not wonderful that Philip should have 
been at first repulsed. Such disadvantages would hardly 
indeed drive him to send instant propositions of peace; s but 
they would admonish him to bring up fresh forces, and to 
renew his invasion during the ensuing spring and summer with 
means adequate to the known resistance. It seems probable 
that the full strength of the Macedonian army, now brought to 
a high excellence of organisation after the continued improve
ments of his twenty years' reign---would be marched into 
Phokis during the summer of 338 B.c., to put down the most 
formidable combination of enemies that Philip had ever en
countered. His youthful son Alexander, now eighteen years 
of age, came along with them. 

1 Strabo, ix. p. 414 ; Pausanias, vii. 6, 3· 
2 Plutarch, Demo,th. c. r8. .tEschines (adv. Ktesiph. p. 74) puts these 

same facts-the great personal ascendency of Demosthenes at this period 
in an invidious point of view. 

3 Plutarch, Demosth. c. r8. <f>u-r• eU8vs l'lrlt<'l}pvt<eveu6a• lie&p.evov elp{/1'1/S 
&c. 

It is possible that Philip may have tried to disun~e the enemies assembled 
against him, by separate propositions addressed to some of them. 
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It is among the accusations urged by JEschines against 

'· Demosthenes, that in levying mercenary troops, he wrongfully 
took the public money to pay men who never appeared ; and 
further, that he placed at the disposal of the Amphissians a 
large body of ro,ooo mercenary troops, thus withdrawing them 

cfrom the main Athenian and Bceotian army; whereby Philip 

~
was enabled to cut to pieces the mercenaries separately, while 
the entire force, if kept together, could never have been 
defeated. JEschines affirms that he himself strenuonc:ln -· 
posed this separation of forces, the consequences/ 

'disastrous and discouraging to the whole cavi 
appear that Philip attacked and took Ampl . _;. of 
his having deceived the Athenians and Theb' ; .. lse 
despatch intended to be intercepted ; so as to \..1auce them to 
abandon their guard of the road which led to that place.2 

The sacred domain was restored, and the Amphissians, or at 
least such of them as had taken a leading part against Delphi, 
were banished. s 

~
It was on the seventh day of the month Metageitnion (the 
cond month of the Attic year, corresponding nearly to 
ugust) that the allied Grecian army met Philip near 
hceroneia; the last Bceotian town on the frontiers of Phokis. 
e seems to have been now strong enough to attempt to force 
s way into Bceotia, and is said to have drawn down the allies 

from a strong position into the plain, by laying waste the neigh
bouring fields. 4 His numbers are stated by Diodorus at 3o,ooo 
foot and 2ooo horse; he doubtless had with him Thessalians and 
other allies from Northern Greece; but not a single ally from 
Peloponnesus. Of the united Greeks opposed to him, the 
total is not known.5 We can therefore make no comparison as 
to numbers, though the superiority of the Macedonian army in 
organisation is incontestable. The largest Grecian contingents 
were those of Athens, under Lysikles and Chares-and of 
,Thebes, commanded by Theagenes; there were, besides, 

hokians, Achceans, and Corinthians-probably also Eubceans 
nd Megarians. The Lacedcemonians, Messenians, Arcadians, 

1 JEschin~s adv. Ktesiph. p. 74· Deinarchus mentions a.Theban named 
roxenus, whom he calls a traitor, as having commanded these mercenary 

roops at Amphissa (Deinarchus adv. Demosth. p. 99). 
2 Polyrenus, iv. 2, 8. 
3 We gather this from the edict issued by Polysperchon some years 

fterwards (Diodor. xviii. 56). · · 
4 Polyrenus, iv. 2. 14. 
G Dioclorus affirms t!tnt Philip's army was superior in number; Justin 

tates the reverse (Diodor. xvi. 85; Justin, ix. 3). 
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El~ians, and Argeians, took no part in the war.l All of the. 
had doubtless been solicited on both sides ; by Demosthene 
as well as by the partisans of Philip. But jealousy and fear ot 
Sparta led the last four states rather to look towards Philip as 
a protector against her-though on this occasion they took no 
positive part. 

The command of the army was shared between the Atheniam 
and Thebans, and its movements determined by the join 
decision of their statesmen and generals. As to statesmen, th ; 
presence of Demosthenes at least ensured to them sound an 
patriotic counsel powerfully set forth ; as to generals, not ont 
of the three was fit for an emergency so grave apd terrible. 
It was the sad fortune of Greece, that at this crisis of her 
liberty, when everything was staked on the issue ·of the cam
paign, neither an Epaminondas nor an Iphikrates was at hand. 
Phokion was absent as commander of the Athenian fleet in 
the Hellespont or the h:gean.2 Portents were said to have 
occurred-oracles, and prophecies, were in circulation-calcu 
lated to discourage the Greeks ; but Demosthenes, animatec' 
by the sight of so numerous an army hearty and combined ir 
defence of Grecian independence, treated all such stories wit~ 
the same indifference 8 as Epaminondas had shown before th 
battle of Leuktra, and accused the Delphian priestess { 
philippising. Nay, so confident was he in the result (accordint 
to the statement of h:schines), that when Philip, himself appre· 
hensive, was prepared to offer terms of peace, and the 
Bceotarchs inclined to accept them-Demosthenes alone stood 
out, denouncing as a traitor any one who should broach the 
proposition of peace,4 and boasting that if the Thebans werl 
afraid, his countrymen the Athenians desired nothlng better 
than a free passage through Bceotia to attack Philip single
handed. This is advanced as an accusation by Mschines; 
who however himself furnishes the justification of his rival, by 
intimating that the Bceotarchs were so eager for peace, that the) 
proposed, even before the negotiations had begun, to sen{ 
home the Athenian soldiers into Attica, in order that delibera 
tions might be taken concerning the peace. We can hardly b 
surprised that Demosthenes "became out of his mind " o (sud 

1 Pausanias, iv. 2, 82; v. 4, 5 ; viii. 6, r. 
2 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 16. 
8 Plutarch, Demosth. c. 19, 20; Mschin. adv. Ktesiph. p. 72. 
4 Mschin. adv. Ktcsiph. pp. 74, 75· 
6 .tEschin~s adv. Ktesiph. p. 7 5· 'ns 3' ob 1rpo!iixov abr<f ( 111/JJ.otTalve 

ol ftpxovres ol ov Tal's ®i)/3ats, lt.\.\tt /Cal Tolis tTTpa'TtWTas Tous VJJ.E~(po 
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:! the expression of .lEschines) on hearing a proposition so 

_:raught with imprudence. Philip would have gained his point 
·even without a battle, if, by holding out the lure of negotiation 
for peace, he could have prevailed upon the allied army to 
disperse. To have united the full force of Athens and Thebes, 
with other subordinat~ states, in the same ranks and for the 
same purpose, was a rare good fortune, not likely to be re
produced, should it once slip away. A,nd if Demosthenes, 
JY warm or even passionate remonstrance, prevented such 
yremature dispersion, he rendered the valuable service of 
~nsuring to Grecian liberty a full trial of strength under cir
cumstances not unpromising; and at the very worst, a 
catastrophe worthy and honourable. 

In the field of battle near Chreroneia, Philip himself com
manded a chosen body of troops on the wing opposed to the 
Athenians; while his youthful son Alexander, aided by ex
_perienced officers, commanded against the The bans on the other 
wing. Respecting the course of the battle, we are scarcely 
ipermitted to know anything. It is said to have been so 
obstinately contested, that for some time the result was doubt
;ul. Jfhe Sacred Band of Thebes, who charged in one portion 

1>f the Theban phalanx,. exhausted all their strength and energy 
·.n an unavailing attempt to bear down the stronger phalanx and 
_.nultiplied pikes opposed to them. The y0uthful Alexander 1 

.11ere first displayed his great military energy and ability. After 
a. long and murderous struggle, the Theban Sacred Band were 
all overpowered and perished in their ranks,2 while the Theban 
phalanx was broken and pushed back. Philip- on his side was 
.still engaged in undecided conflict with the Athenians, whose 
first onset is: said to have been so impetuous, as to put to flight 
some of the troops in his army ; insomuch that the Athenian 
general exclaimed in triumph, "Let us pursue them even to 
Macedonia." s It is further said that Philip on his side simu-
,.&7uv ave<T'rpeljtav l~•/1.117\vO&.,-as. 1va {3ovl\.-IJ<Tat<T9e 'll"<pk .,-~s elp~vqs, ~v'rav6a 
rraYTd7racrw iK</J'flC»JI ~:yEvero,. &c. 
; It is seemingly this disposition on the part of Philip to open negotiations 
.vhich rs alluded to by Plutarch as having been (Plutarch, Phokion, c. 16) 
'avourably. received by Phokion. . 
'' 1 Diodor. xvi. 85. Alexander himself, afteF his: vast conquests in Asia 
l!nd shortly before his death, alludes briefly to his own preset1ce at 
~h::eF0neia, in a speech delivered' to his army (Arrian, vii. 9, 5). 

2 Plutarch, Pelopidas, c. r 8. 
a s Polyrenus, iv. 2, 2. He mentions StratokJ~s as the Athenian genem!. 
;om whom. this exclamation came. We know from .&schin~s (adv. 
~tesiph. p. 74). that S!PatoklSs was general of the Athenian. troops at or_ 

sear Thebes shortly after the alliance with the The bans was formed. But 
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lated a retreat, for the purpose of inducing them to pursue and 
to break their order. We read another statement, more likely 
to be true-that the Athenian hoplites, though full of energy at 
the first shock, could not endure fatigue and prolonged struggle 
like the trained veterans in the opposite ranks. 1 Having 
steadily repelled them for a considerable time, Philip becawe 
emulous on witnessing the success of his son, and redoubled 
his efforts; so as to break and disperse them. The whole 
Grecian army was thus put to flight with severe loss. 2 • 

The Macedonian phalanx, as armed and organised by Philip, 
was sixteen deep ; less deep than that of the Thebans either at 
Delium or at Leuktra. It had veteran soldiers of great strength 
and complete training, in its front ranks; yet probably soldit:rs 
hardly superior to the Sacred Band, who formed the Theban 
front rank. But its great superiority was in the length of the 
Macedonian pike or sarissa-in the number of these weapons 
which projected in front of the foremost soldiers~--and the long 
practice of the men to manage this impenetrable array of pikes 
in an efficient manner. The value of Philip's improved phalanx 
was attested by his victory at Ch:::eroneia. 

But the victory was not gained by the phalanx alone. The 
military organisation of Philip comprised an aggregate of many 
sorts of troops besides the phalanx; the. bodyguards, horse as 
well as foot ··-the hypaspist:::e, or light hoplites- the light cavalry, 
bowmen, slingers, &c. When we read the military operations 
of Alexander, three years afterwards, in the very first year of 
his reign, before he could have made any addition of his own 
to the force inherited from Philip ; and when we see with what 
efficiency all these various descriptions of troops are employed 
in the field; 3 we may feel assured that Philip both had them 
near him and employed them at the battle of Ch:::eroneia. 

One thousand Athenian citizens perished in this disastrous 
field; two thousand more fell into the hands of Philip as 
prisoners.4 The Theban loss is said also to have been terrible, 
as well as the Ach:::ean.5 But we do not know the numbers; 

it seems that Char~s and Lysikles commanded at Chreroneia. It is possible 
therefore that the anecdote reported by Polyrenus may refer to one of the 
earlier battles fought, before that of Chreroneia. 

1 Polyrenus, iv. 2, 7; Frontinus. 
g Diodor. xvi. 85, 86. 3 Arrian, Exp. Alex. i. 2, 3, 10. 
4 This is the statement of the contemporary orators-Demades (Frag. 

p. 179), Lykurgus (ap. Diodor. xvi. 85; adv. Leokratem, p. 236, c. 36), and 
Demosthenes (De Corona, p. 3 14). '1 he latter does not specify the 
number of prisoners, though he states the slaitf at 1000. Compare 
Pausanias, vii. 10, 2. 6 Pausanias, vii. 6, 3· 
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nor have we any statement of the Macedonian loss. Demo
sthenes, himself present in the ranks of the hoplites, 'shared in 
the flight of his defeated countrymen. He is accused by his 
political enemies of having behaved with extreme and disgraceful 
cowardice; but we see plainly from the continued confidence 
and respect shown to him by the general body of his country
men, that they cannot have credited the imputation. The two 
Athenian generalsj Chares and Lysikles, both escaped from the 
field. The latter was afterwards publicly accused at Athens by 
the orator Lykurgus-a citizen highly respected for his integrity 
and diligence in the management of the finances, and severe in 
arraigning political delinquents. Lysikles was condemned to 
death by the Dikastery.1 What there was to distinguish his 
conduct from that of his colleague Chares-who certainly was 
not .condemned, and is not even stated to have been accused 
-we do not know. The memory of the Theban general 
Theagenes 2 also, though he fell in the battle, was assailed by 
barges of treason. 

Unspeakable was the agony at Athens, on the report of this 
isaster, with a multitude of citizens as yet unknown left on 

he field or prisoners, and a victorious enemy within three or 
our days' march of the city. The whole population, even old 

en, women, and children, were spread about the streets in all 
he violence of grief and terror, interchanging effusions of 
istress and sympathy, and questioning every fugitive as he 
rrived about the safety of their relatives in the battle.8 The 
ower of the citizens of military age had been engaged ; and 

r~~:~,~~~~c~~~~e;t·t~~~~{'J~~~ad;~~{'fba:cl~~~i~~~i~~~a~h;~i:t·-
At length the definite l<;>ss became known : severe indeed and 
terrible-yet not a total shipwreck, like that of the army of 
Nikias. in Sicily. 

As on that trying qccasion, so now : amidst all the distress 
nd alarm, it was not in the Athenian character to despair. 
he mass of .citizens hastened unbidden to form a public 

ssembly,4 wherein the most energetic resolutions were taken 
or defence. Decrees were passed enjoining every one to carry 

1 Diodor. xvi. 88. 
2 Plutarch, Alexand. c. 12 ; Deinarchus adv. Demosth. p. 99· Compare 

he Pseudo·Demosth.enic Oratio Ftinebr. p. 1395· 
• Lykurgus adv. Leokrat. pp. 164, 166, c. I 1 ; Deinarchus cont. Demosth . 

. 99· 
4 Lykurg. adv. Leokrat. p. 146. reye,qp.lv'f/S -yaop 'Ti)s iv Xa<pwvel'f 

&.x'Y)s, Kal awllpap.&v'Twf lt:rr&.v-rwv iJp.wv e1s ir<r</l..'f/<T!<tv ~o/1J</>(<ra:ro <I l!i)p.os, 
ai'oas p.ev r<al -yuvai'~<as ~K 'Twv 0.-ypwv els -rao 'Telx'IJ KaTalwJ.dCew, &c. 

VOL. XI. Q 
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his family and property out of the open country of Attica int< 
the various strongholds; directing the body of the senators 
who by general rule were exempt from military service, t< 
march down in arms to Peineus, and put that harbour i1 
condition to stand a siege; placing every man without ex 
ception at the disposal of the generals, as a soldier for defence 
and imposing the penalties of treason on every one who fled;· 
enfranchising all slaves fit for bearing arms, granting the citizen 
ship to metics under the same circumstances, and restoring t< 
the full privileges of citizens those who had been disfranchise( 
by judidal sentence. 2 This last-mentioned decree was propose(· 
by Hyperides; but several others were moved by Demosthenes 
who, notwithstanding the late misfortune of the Athenian arms 
was listened to with undiminished respect and confidence 
The general measures requisite for strengthening the walls 
opening ditches, distributing military posts and constructin! 
earthwork, were decreed on his motion; and he seems to bav< 
been named member of a special Board for superintending tht 
fortifications. 8 Not only he, but also most of the conspicuouo 
citizens and habitual speakers in the assembly, came forwan 
with large private contributions to meet the pressing wants o 
the moment.4 Every man in the city lent a hand to mak< 
good the defective points in the fortification. Materials were 
obtained by felling the trees near the city, and even by takin~ 
stones from the adjacent sepulchres 5-as bad been done afteJ 
the Persian war when the walls were built under the contrivanc( 
of Themistokles.ti The temples were stripped of the arm~ 
suspended within them, for the purpose of equipping unarmec 
citizens.7 By such earnest and unanimous efforts, the defence: 
of the city and of Peirreus were soon materially improved. A 
sea Athens had nothing to fear. Her powerful naval foret 
was untouched, and her superiority to Philip on that elemen 
incontestable. Envoys were sent to Trrezen, Epidaurus, Andros 

1 Lykurgus adv. Leokrat. p. 177, c. 13. 
2 Lykurgus adv. Leokrat. ?· qo, c. II. {jv(x' opeyv i')v -rbv l>ii).l<>V 'ls1J<l><1Y1i 

p.evov ToVs p.~v Oo6.\ovs ~Aev8~povs, -roVs 0~ ~lvovs 'A6rwalous, 'ToVs 0~ O.Tl}Lov 
tv-rlp.ovs. The orator causes this decree, proposed by Hyperides, to be rea< 
pu hlicly by the secretary, in court. 

Compare Pseudo·Plutarch, Vit. X. Orator. p. 849, and Demosth. cont 
Aristog. p. 803. 

3 Demosth. De Corona, p. 309 ; Deinarchus adv. Dcrnosth. p. roo. 
4 Demosth. De Corona, p. 329 ; Deinarchus adv. lJemosth. p. 100 

Plutarch, Vit. X. Orat. p. 851. 
6 Lykurgus adv. Leokrat. p. 172, c. II; h:schin!s adv. Ktesiph. p. 87. 
6 Thucyd. i. 93· 
7 Lykurgus adv. Leokrat. !. c. 
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Keos, and other places, to solicit aid, and collect money ; in 
one or other of which embassies Demosthenes served, after he 
had provided for the immediate exigencies of defence.1 

What was the immediate result of these applications to other 
cities, we do not know. But the effect produced upon some of 
these JEgean islands by the reported prostration of Athens, is 
remarkable. An Athenian citizen named Leokrates, instead of 
staying at Athens to join in the defence, listened only to a 
disgraceful timidity,2 and fled forthwith from Peir:eus with his 
family and property. He hastened to Rhodes, where he 
circulated the false news that Athens was already taken and 
the Peir:eus under siege. Immediately on hearing this intelli
gence, and believing it to be true, the Rhodians with their 
triremes began a cruise to seize the merchant-vessels at sea.3 

Hence we learn, indirectly, that the Athenian naval power 
constituted the standing protection for these merchant-vessels; 
insomuch that so soon as that protection was removed, armed 
cruisers began to prey upon them from various islands in the 
.lEgean. 

Such were the precautions taken at Athens after this fatal 
day. But Athens lay at a distance of three or four days' march 
from the field of Ch:eroneia; while Thebes, being much nearer, 

ore the first attack of Philip. Of the behaviour. of that prince 
.fter his victory, we have contradictory statements. According 

.o one account, he indulged in the most insulting and licentious 
exultation on the field of battle, jesting especially on the oratory 
and motions of Demosthenes ; a, temper, from which he was 
brought round by the courageous reproof of Demades, then his 
prisoner as one of the Athenian hoplites.4 At first he even 

1 Lykurgus (adv. Leokmt. 171, c. II) mentions these embassies; Deinar
chus (adv. Demosth. p. 100) affirms that Demosthen@s provided for himself 
an escape from the city as anenvoy-a:v-rbs ~au-rbv7rpelJ'/3eu-r~v~<a:-ralJ'KeucJ.(J'a:s, 
1v' i1< -rijs 1r&A.e"'s f..,.oopa:£71, &c. Compare A!:schin@s adv. Ktesiph. p. 76. · 

The two hostile orators treat such temporary absence of Demosthen@s on 
the embassy to obtain aid, as if it were a cowardly desertion of his post. 
This is a construction altogether unjust. 

2 Leokrat~s was not the only Athenian who fled, or tried to flee. 
Another was seized in the attempt (according to lEschin@s) and condemned 
to death by the Council of Areopagus (lEschin@s adv. Ktesiph. p. 89). A 
member of the Areopagus itself, named Autolykus (the same probably who 
is mentioned with peculiar respect by lEschin@s cont. Timarchum, p. 12), 
;ent away his family for safety; Lykurgus afterwards impeached him for it, 
md he was condemned by the Dikastery (Harrokration v. Av-r6A.u~<os). 

3 l.ykurgus adv. Leokrat. p. 149· Orl-rw oe lJ'¢6opa 'Tctv'T' i7rllJ''TEtJlJ'O:V o[ 
'P&otot, {f,lJ''TE -rptf,p<tS 1rA?1pWlJ'av-res 'Ta 1r!l.ol'a l<ct'Tij'YoV, &c. 

, 
4 Diodor. xvi. 87. •The story respecting Demades is told somewhat 

"differently in Sextus Empiric11s adv, Gammaticos, p. 281. 
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refused to grant permission to inter the slain, when the heralc 
came from Lebadeia to make the customary demand.1 Ac 
cording to another account, the demeanour of Philip toward: 
the defeated Athenians was gentle and forbearing. 2 Howeve1 
the fact may have stood as to his first manifestations, it i! 
certain that his positive measures were harsh towards Thebe! 
and lenient towards Athens. He sold the Theban captives intc 
slavery; he is said also to have exacted a price for the Iibert) 
granted to bury the Theban slain-which liberty, according tc 
Grecian custom, was never refused, and certainly never sold, 
by the victor. Whether Thebes made any further resistance, 
or stood a siege, we do not know. But presently the city fell 
into Philip's power. He put to death several of the leadinf 
citizens, banished others, and confiscated the property of both. 
A council of Three Hundred-composed of philippisinf 
Thebans, for the most part just recalled from exile-wa: 
invested with the government of the city, and with powen 
of life and death over every one.3 The state of Thebes becamt 
much the same as it had been when the Spartan Phcebidas, ir 
concert with the The ban party headed by Leontiades, surprise( 
the Kadmeia. A Macedonian garrison was now placed in th{ 
Kadmeia, as a Spartan garrison had been placed then. Supl 
ported by this garrison, the philippising Thebans were ul 
controlled masters of the city ; with fuil power, and no reluc 
ance, to gratify their political antipathies. At the same tim 
Philip restored the minor Bceotian towns-Orchomenus and 
Platrea, probably also Thespjre and Koroneia-to the condition 
of free communities instead of subjection to Thebes. 4 

At Athens also, the philippising orators raised their voice; 
loudly and confidently, denouncing Demosthenes and hi; 
policy. New speakers, 5 who would hardly have come forward 
before, were now put up against him. The accusations how
ever altogether failed ; the people continued to trust him, 
omitting no measure of defence which he suggested. JEschines. 
who had before disclaimed all connexion with Philip, noj 

I Plutarch, Vit. X. Orator. p. 849. 
2 Justin, ix. 4; Polybius, v. 10; Theopomp. Frag. 262. See the not 

of Wichers ad Theopompi Fragmenta, p. 259· 
3 Justin, ix. 4· Deinarch. cont. Demosth. s. 20, p. 92. l 
• Pausanias, iv. 27, 5; ix. i, 3· 
0 Demosth. De Corona, p. 310. ou IlL' ~auroJI/ r& "(f 1rpwrov, &,,\,>.(, IlL' & 

p.rl..>.ur8' ~1reft.rl.p./3avov lt"(vo-IJ<recr8a<, &c. 
So the enemies of Alkibiad€s put up against him in the assembly speaker 

o! affected candour and impartiality-lf.>..>.ovs p{]ropa! ~v<<v-res, &c. Thucyd. 
VI. 29• 
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altered his tone, and made boast of the ties of friendship and 
hospitality subsisting between that prince and himself.! He 
tendered his services to go as envoy to the Macedonian camp; 
whither he appears to have been sent, doubtless with others, 
perhaps with Xenokrates and Phokion. 2 Among them was 
Demades also, having been just released from his captivity. 
Either by the persuasions of Demades, or by a change in his 
own dispositions, Philip had now become inclined to treat with 
Athens on favourable terms. The bodies of the slain Athenians 
were burned by the victors, and their ashes collected to be 
carried to Athens; though the formal application of the herald, 
to the same effect, had been previously refused. 3 JEschines 
(according to the assertion of Demosthenes) took part as a 
sympathising,guest in the banquet and festivities whereby Philip 
:celebrated his triumph over Grecian liberty.4 At length 
: Demades with the other envoys returned to Athens, reporting 
! the consent of Philip to conclude peace, to give back the 
numerous prisoners in his hands, and also to transfer Oropus 
from the Thebans to Athens. 

Demades proposed the conclusion of peace to the Athenian 
assembly, by whom it was readily decreed. To escape invasion 
and siege by the Macedonian army, was doubtless an unspeak
able relief; while the recovery of the zooo prisoners without 
ransom, was an acquisition of great importance, not merely to 
the city collectively, but to the sympathies of numerous relatives. 
Lastly, to regain Oropus-a possession which they had once 
enjoyed, and for which they had long wrangled with the 
The bans-was a further cause of satisfaction. Such conditions 
were doubtless acceptable at Athens. But there was a sub
mission to be made on the other side, which to the contempo
raries of Perikles would have seemed intolerable, even as the 
price of averted invasion or recovered captives. The Athenians 
were required to acknowledge the exaltation of Philip to the 
headship of the Grecian world, and to promote the like 

1 Demosth. De Corona, pp. 319, 320. 
2 Demosth. De Corona, p. 319. ~s eV8lws p.era .,.~, p.&.xnv 1rpeu/3<vTl)s 

brop<vov 1rp~s 4>£!1.m11'ov, &c. Compare Plutarch, Phokion, c. 16. Diogen. 
Laert. iv. 5, in his life of the philosopher Xenokrates. 

8 Demades, Fragment. Orat. p. 179· X<i1.£wv 'T'a.<f>h 'A6nvcdwv p.a.p.,.vp€i 
iJ-01, te'llOEVIIEtiJ'a. Ta!s 'I'OIV ~vavT£wv X€pcr£v, fls cl.v'l'l 1i'OAEp.£wv cJ>t!l.(as ~1I'O('Ij<Ta 
Toes &.1TollavoviJ'w. 'EvTavlla bl'l<rTas Tols 1rp&yp.a11'w l')'pa>/la Thv •lpnvnv· 
bp.o!l.o-yw. 'E-ypa>/la teal 4>1!1.(.,...,..'1' '1'1/Jo&.s· olJK &.pvovp.a1· 1iurx1Movs -y~p alxp.a
!l.r!JTovs ~JIEV il.fi'T'pwv teal X[il.la 1TOAL'I'WJI G'r!Jp.aTa Xwpls te-f,pwos, 1<<tl 'I'~V 'D.pW11'0V 
li.v•v 1rpE11'/'JElas l\a{Hw .,_.,,, Taih' 1!-ypa>/Jc.. See also Suidas v . .6.'1]p.&.1ins. 

4 Demosth. De Corona, p. 321. 
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acknowledgement by all other Greeks, in a congress to be 
speedily convened. They were to renounce all pretensions to 
headship, not only for themselves, but for every other Grecian 
state; to recognise not Sparta or Thebes, but the king of 
Macedon, as Pan-Hellenic chief; to acquiesce in the transition 
of Greece from the position of a free, self-determining, political 
aggregate, into a provincial dependency of the kings of Pella 
and .!Egre. It is not easy to conceive a more terrible shock to 
that traditional sentiment of pride and patriotism, inherited 
from forefathers, who, after repelling and worsting the Persians, 
had first organised the maritime Greeks into a confederacy 
running parallel with and supplementary to the non-maritime 
Greeks allied with Sparta; thus keeping out foreign dominion 
and casting the Grecian world into a system founded on native 
sympathies and free government. Such traditional sentiment, 
though it no longer governed the character of the Athenians 
or impressed upon them motives of action, had still a strong 
hold upon their imagination and memory, where it had been 
constantly kept alive by the eloquence of Demosthenes and 
others. The peace of Demades, recognising Philip as chief of 
Greece, was a renunciation of all this proud historical past, and 
the acceptance of a ne·w and degraded position, for Athens 
as well as for Greece generally. 

Polybius praises the generosity of Philip in granting such 
favourable terms, and even affirms, not very accurately, that 
he secured thereby the steady gratitude and attachment of the 
Athenians.l But Philip would have gained nothing by killing 
his prisoners ; not to mention that he would have provoked an 
implacable spirit of revenge among the Athenians. By selling 
his prisoners for slaves he would have gained something, but 
by the use actually made of them he gained more. The 
recognition of his Hellenic supremacy by Athens was the 
capital step for the prosecution of his objects. It insured him 
against dissentients among the remaining Grecian states, whose 
adhesion had not yet been made certain, and who might 
possibly have stood out against a proposition so novel and so 
anti-Hellenic, had Athens set them the example. Moreover, 
if Philip had not purchased the recognition of Athens in this 
way, he might have failed in trying to extort it by force. For 
though, being master of the field, he could lay waste Attica 
with impunity, and even establish a permanent fortress in it 
like Dekeleia--yet the fleet of Athens was as strong as ever, 
and her preponderance at sea irresistible. • Under these cir-

1 Pulyoius, v. 10; xvii. 14 ; Diudor. Fragm. lib. xxxii. 
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cumstances, Athens and Peirreus might have been defended 
against him, as Byzantium and Perinthus had been, two years 
before ; the Athenian fleet might have obstructed his operations 
in many ways; and the siege of Athens might have called forth 
a burst of Hellenic sympathy, such as to embarrass his farther 
progress. Thebes-an inland city, hated by the other Breotian 
cities-was prostrated by the battle of Chreroneia, and left 
without any means of successful defence. But the same blow 
was not absolutely mortal to Athens, united in her population 
throughout all the area of Attica, and superior at sea. We may 
see therefore that-with such difficulties before him if he pushed 
the Athenians to despair-Philip acted wisely in employing his 
victory and his prisoners to procure her recognition of his 
headship. His political garrie was well played, now as always; 
but to the praise of generosity bestowed by Polybius, he has 
little claim. 

Besides the recognition of Philip as chief of Greece, the 
Athenians, on the motion of Demades, passed various honorary 
and complimentary votes in his favour; of what precise nature 
we do not know.1 Immediate relief from danger, with the 
restoration of zooo captive citizens, were sufficient to render 
the peace popular at the first moment ; moreover, the Athe
nians, as if conscious of failing resolution and strength, were 
now entering upon that career of flattery to powerful kings, 
which we shall hereafter find them pushing to disgraceful 
extravagance. It was probably during the prevalence of this 
sentiment, which did not long continue, that the youthful 
Alexander of Macedon, accompanied by Antipater, paid a 
visit to Athens.2 

Meanwhile the respect enjoyed by Demosthenes among his 
countrymen was noway lessened. Though his political op
ponents thought the season favourable for bringing many 
impeachments against him, none of them proved successful. 
And when the time came for electing a public orator to deliver 
the funeral discourse at the obsequies celebrated for the slain 
at Chreroneia-he was invested with that solemn duty, not only 
in preference to JEschines, who was put up in competition, but 
also to Demades the recent mover of the peace.s He was 

1 Demad~s, Fragm. p. 179. 1!-ypa,Ya. Kct.l <I>•A.i11"11"'f' ort!L&s, obK lJ.ppov!La.•, &c. 
Compare Arrian, E"l)· Alex. i. 2, 3-Kal 71"7\eiova. r .... 'rWV <l>tl\(11'11''f' oo!J(vrwp 
'AA.e~cfpopre ~s r•p.~/V ~v-yxwpTjU'a.•, &c., and Clemens Alex. Admonit. ad 
Gent. p. 36 B. rbv Ma.Keo&pa. <PiA.•7r7rOP iP Kvv011&p-ye• IIO/Lo!Jer-ovvores 
7rp011KUJ/EtJI, &c. e 

2 Justin, ix. 4· 3 Demosth. De Coron;1, p. 31o-32o. 
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further honoured with strong marks of esteem and sympathy 
from the surviving relatives of these gallant citizens. Moreover 
it appears that Demosthenes was continued in an important 
financial post as one of the joint managers of the Theoric Fund, 
and as member of a Board for purchasing corn ; he was also 
shortly afterwards appointed superintendent of the walls and 
defences of the city. The orator Hyperides, the political 
coadjutor of Demosthenes, was impeached by Aristogeiton 
under the Graphe Paranomon, for his illegal and unconstitu
tional decree (proposed under the immediate terror of the 
defeat at Chreroneia), to grant manumission to the slaves, 
citizenship to metics, and restoration of citizenship to those 
who had been disfranchised by judicial sentence. The occur
rence of peace had removed all necessity for acting upon this 
decree ; nevertheless an impeachment was entered and brought 
against its mover. Hyperides, unable to deny its illegality, 
placed his defence on the true and obvious ground-" The 
Macedonian arms (he said) darkened my vision. It was not I 
who moved the decree; it was the battle of Chreroneia." 1 The 
substantive defence was admitted by the Dikastery; while the 
bold oratorical turn attracted notice from rhetorical critics. 

Having thus subjugated and garrisoned Thebes-having 
reconstituted the anti-Theban cities in Bceotia-having con
strained Athens to submission and dependent alliance-and 
having established a garrison in Ambrakia, at the same time 
mastering Akarnania, and banishing the leading Akarnanians 
who were opposed to him;-Philip next proceeded to carry his 
arms into Peloponnesus. He found little positive resistance 
anywhere, except in the territory of Sparta. The Corinthians, 
Argeians, Messenians, Eleians, and many Arcadians, all sub
mitted to his dominion ; some even courted his alliance, from 
fear and antipathy against Sparta. Philip invaded Laconia 
with an army too powerful for the Spartans to resist in the field. 
He laid waste the country, and took some detached posts ; but 
he did not take, nor do we know that he even attacked, Sparta 
itself. The Spartans could not resist; yet would they neither 
submit, nor ask for peace. It appears that Philip cut down 
their territory and narrowed their boundaries on all the three 
sides; towards Argos, Messene, and Megalopolis. 2 We have 

1 Plutarch, Vit. X. Orat. p. 849. 
2 Polybius, ix. 28, 33· xvii. 14 ; Tacitus, Annal. iv. 43 ; Strabo, viii. p. 

361 ; Pausanias, ii. 20, r. viii. 7, 4· viii. 27, 8. From Dioclorus xvii. 3, we 
see how much this adhesion to Philip was obtainedeunder the pressure of 
necessity. 
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no precise account of the details of his proceedings; but it is 
clear that he did just what seemed to him good, and that the 
governments of all the Peloponnesian cities came into the hands 
of his partisans. Sparta was the only city which stood out against 
him; maintaining her ancient freedom and dignity, under cir
cumstances of feebleness and humiliation, with more unshaken 
resolution than Athens. 

Philip next proceeded to convene a congress of Grecian cities 
at Corinth. He here announced himself as resolved on an 
expedition against the Persian king, for the purpose both of 
liberating the Asiatic Greeks, and avenging the invasion of 
Greece by Xerxes. The general vote of the congress nominated 
him leader of the united Greeks for this purpose, and decreed 
a Grecian force to join ~im, to b~ formed of contingents 
furnished by the various cities. The total of the force promised 
is stated only by Justin, who gives it at zoo,ooo foot, and I5,ooo 
horse; an army which Greece certainly could not have furnished, 
and which we can hardly believe to have been even promised.l 
The Spartans stood aloof from the congress, continuing to 
refuse all recognition of the headship of Philip. The Athenians 
attended and concurred in the vote ; which was in fact the 
next step to carry out the peace made by Demades. They 
were required to furnish a well-equipped fleet to serve under 
Philip; and they were at the same time divested of their dignity 
of chiefs of a maritime confederacy, the islands being enrolled 
as maritime dependencies of Philip, instead of continuing to 
send deputies to a synod meeting at Athens. 2 It appears that 
Samos was still recognised as belonging to them 3-or at least 
such portion of the island as was occupied by the numerous 
Athenian kleruchs or outsettlers, first established in the island 
after the conquest by Timotheus in 365 B.c., and afterwards 
reinforced. For several. years afterwards, the naval force in 
the dockyards of A.thens still continued large and powerful ; 
but her maritime ascendency henceforward disappears. 

The Athenians, deeply mortified by such humiliation, were 
reminded by Phokion that it was a necessary result of the 

1 Justin, ix. 5· 
2 Plutarch, Phokion, c. I6; Pausanias, i. 25, 3· T~ -yd.p a-r6xrJp.a T~ lv 

Xatpwv<i<t li.'lracrt -rols "Eil.il.rJCJ'tv i\p~• tca~eov, teal oux ~tctcr-ra lio6il.ous l'lroi'YJCTE 
-roh 0'1!'Eptli6v-ras, ~eal 8crot f'E'Ttt Ma1<eli6vwv l-rtfxOrJcrav. Td:s p.~v li~ 'I!'Ol\il.d:s 
.Plil.m'l!'os -rwv 1r&ii.Ewv <Til.<v. 'AOrJvalots ~~~ i\6-y'f' cruvOip.<vos, (p')''f' ucpiis 
p.d.il.tu-ra ldl<wue, v~uous ore &cpel\&p.evos 1<al -ri]s els -rd: vau-rti<d: 1ra6crtu 
upx'i;s. 

3 Diodor. xviii. !J6. ::i)tfp.ov ll~ lilliop.ev 'AOrJvaiots, l'll'etll~ 1<al <l>lil.t'I!''I!'OS 
lliw1<ev cl 1ra-r~p. Compare Plutarch, Alexand. c. 28. 

Q2 
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peace which they had accepted on the motion of Demades, 
and that it was now too late to murmur .I We cannot wonder 
at their feelings. Together with the other free cities of Greece, 
they were enrolled as contributory appendages of the king of 
Macedon; a revolution, to them more galling than to the rest, 
since they passed at once, not merely from simple autonomy, 
but from a condition of superior dignity, into the common 
dependence. Athens had only to sanction the scheme dictated 
by Philip and to furnish her quota towards the execution. 
Moreover, this scheme--the invasion of Persia-had ceased to 
be an object of genuine aspiration throughout the Grecian 
world. The Great King, no longer inspiring terror to Greece 
collectively, might now be regarded as likely to lend protection 
against Macedonian oppression. o.ro emancipate the Asiatic 
Greeks from Persian dominion would be in itself an enterprise 
grateful to Grecian feeling, though all such wishes must have 
been gradually dying out since the peace of Antalkidas. But 
emancipation, accomplished by Philip, would be only a transfer 
of the Asiatic Greeks from Persian dominion to his. The 
synod of Corinth served no purpose except to harness thE 
Greeks to his car, for a distant enterprise lucrative to hi 
soldiers and suited to his insatiable ambition. 

It was in 337 B.c. that this Persian expedition was concertet.. 
and resolved. During that year preparations were made of 
sufficient magnitude to exhaust the finances of Philip; 2 who 
was at the same time engaged in military operations, and fought 
a severe battle against the Illyrian king Pleurias.3 In the 
spring of 336 B.c., a portion of the Macedonian army under 
Parmenio and Attalus, was sent across to Asia to commence 
military operations ; Philip himself intending speedily to 
follow. 4 

Such however was not the fate reserved for him. Not 
long before, he had taken the resolution of repudiating, on 
the allegation of infidelity, his wife Olympias; who is said to 
have become repugnant to him, from the furious and savage 
impulses of her character. He had successively married several 
wives, the last of whom was Kleopatra, niece of the Mace
danian Attalus. It was at her instance that he is said to have 
repudiated Olympias ; who retired to her brother Alexander of 
Epirus.5 This step provoked violent dissensions among the 
partisans of the two queens, and even between Philip and his 

1 Plutarch, Phokion, c. r6. 2 Arrian, vii. 9, 5· 
3 Diodor. xvi. 93· 4 Justin, ix. :f; Diuclor. xvi. gr. 
5 Athemeus, xiii. p. 557; Justin, ix. 7· 
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son Alexander, who expressed a strong resentment at the 
repudiation of his mother. Amidst the intoxication of the 
marriage banquet, Attalus proposed a toast and prayer, that 
there might speedily appear a legitimate son, from Philip and 
Kleopatra, to succeed to the Macedonian throne. Upon which 
Alexander exclaimed in wrath-" Do you then proclaim me as 
a bastard? "-at the same time hurling a goblet at him. In
censed at this proceeding, Philip started up, drew his sword, 
and made furiously at his son; but fell to the ground from 
passion and intoxication. This accident alone preserved the 
life of Alexander; who retorted-" Here is a man, preparing 
to cross from Europe into Asia-who yet cannot step surely 
from one ·couch to another." 1 After this violent quarrel the 
father and son separated. • Alexander conducted his mother 
into Epirus, and then went himself to the Illyrian king. Some 
months afterwards, at the instance of the Corinthian Dema
ratus, Philip sent for him back, and became reconciled to him; 
but another cause of displeasure soon arose, because Alexander 
had opened a negotiation for marriage with the daughter of 
the satrap of Karia. Rejecting such an alliance as unworthy, 
Philip sharply reproved his son, and banished from Mace
donia several courtiers whom he suspected as intimate with 
Alexander; 2 while the friends of Attalus stood high in favour. 

Such were the animosities distracting the court and family of 
Philip. A son had just been born to him from his new wife 
Kleopatra.3 His expedition against Persia, resolved and • 
prepared during the preceding year, had been actually com
menced; Parmenio and Attalus having been sent across to 
Asia with the first division, to be followed presently by himself 
with the remaining army. But Philip foresaw that during his 
absence danger might arise from the furious Olympias, bitterly 

1 Plutarch, Alexand. c. 9; Justin, ix. 7; Diodor. xvi. 91-93. 
2 Plutarch, Alexand. c. IO; Arrian, iii. 6, 5· 
3 Pausanias (viii. 7, 5) mentions a son born to Philip by Kleopatra; 

Diodorus (xvii. 2) also notices a son. Justin in one place (ix. 7) mentions 
a daughter, and in another place (xi. 2) a son named Caranus. Satyrus 
(ap. Athenreum, xiii. p. 557) states that a daughter named Eur6p@ was 
horn to him by Kleopatra. 

It appears that the son was horn only a short time before the last festival 
and the assassination of Philip. But I incline to think that the marriage with. 
Kleopatra may well have taken place two years or more before that event, 
and that there may have been a daughter born before the son. Certainly 
Jus tin distinguishes the two, stating that the daughter was killed by order 
of Olympias, and the son by that of Alexander (ix. 7 ; xi. 2). 

Arrian (iii. 6, 5) ~ems to mean Kleopat1·a the wife of Philip-though he 
speaks of Eurydik@. 
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exasperated by the recent events, and instigating her brother 
Alexander king of Epirus, with whom she was now residing. 
Philip indeed held a Macedonian garrison in Ambrakia,1 the 
chief Grecian city on the Epirotic border; and he had also 
contributed much to establish Alexander as prince. But he 
now deemed it essential to conciliate him still further, by a 
special tie of alliance ; giving to him in marriage Kleopatra, his 
daughter by Olympias. 2 For this marriage, celebrated at .A<:gre 
in Macedonia in August 336 B.c., Philip provided festivals of 
the utmost cost and splendour, commemorating at the same 
time the recent birth of his son by Kleopatra.8 Banquets, 
munificent presents, gymnastic and musical matches, tragic 
exhibitions, 4 among which Neoptolemus the actor performed in 
the tragedy of Kinyras, &c., with every species of attraction 
known to the age-were accumulated, in order to reconcile the 
dissentient parties in Macedonia, and to render the effect im
posing on the minds of the Greeks ; who, from every city, sent 
deputies for congratulation. Statues of the twelve great gods, 
admirably executed, were carried in solemn procession into the 
theatre; immediately after them, the statue of Philip himself 
as a thirteenth god. 5 

Amidst this festive multitude, however, there were not want
ing discontented partisans of Olympias and Alexander, to both 
of whom the young queen with her new-born child threatened 
a formidable rivalry. There was also a malcontent yet more 

• dangerous-Pausanias, one of the royal body-guards, a noble 
youth born in the district called Orestis in "Upper Macedonia; 
who, from causes of offence peculiar to himself, nourished a 
deadly hatred against Philip. The provocation which he had 
received is one which we can neither conveniently transcribe, 
nor indeed accurately make out, amidst discrepancies of state
ment. It was Attalus, the uncle of the new queen Kleopatra, 
who had given the provocation, by inflicting upon Pausanias an 
outrage of the most brutal and revolting character. Even for 
so monstrous an act, no regular justice could be had in Mace-

1 Diodor. xvii. 3· 
a This Kleopatra-daughter of Philip, sister of Alexander the Great, 

and bearing the same name as Philip's last wife-was thus niece of the 
Epirotic Alexander, her husband. Alliances of that degree of kindred 
were then neither disreputable nor unfrequent. 

s Diodor. xvii. 2. 
4 Josephus, Antiq. xix. I, 13; Suetonius, Caligula, c. 57· See Mr. 

Clinton's Appendix (4) on the Kings of Macedonia, Fast. Hellen. p. 230, 
note. • 

~ Diodor. xvi. 92, 
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donia against a powerful man. Pausanias complained to Philip 
in person. According to one account, Philip put aside the 
complaint with evasions, and even treated it with ridicule; 
according to another account, he expressed his displeasure at 
the act, and tried to console Pausanias by pecuniary presents. 
But he granted neither redress nor satisfaction to the sentiment 
of an outraged man.1 Accordingly Pausanias determined to 
take revenge for himself. Instead of revenging himself on 
Attalus-who indeed was out of his reach, being at the head of 
the Macedonian troops in Asia-his wrath fixed upon Philip 
himself, by whom the demand for redress had been refused. 
It appears that this turri of sentiment, diverting the appetite 
for revenge away from the real criminal, was not wholly sponta
neous on the part of Pausanias, but was artfully instigated by 
various party conspirators who wished to destroy Philip. The 
enemies of Attalus and queen Kleopatra (who herself is said 
to have treated Pausanias with insult 2)-being of course also 
partisans of Olympias and Alexander-were well disposed to 
make use of the maddened Pausanias as an instrument, and to 
direct his exasperation against the king. He had poured forth 
his complaints both to Olympias and to Alexander; the former 
is said to have worked him up vehemently against her late 
husband-and even the latter repeated to him a verse out of 
Euripides, wherein the fierce Medea, deserted by her husband 
Jason who had married the daughter of the Corinthian king 
Kreon, vows to include in her revenge the king himself, 
together with her husband and his new wife.3 That the 
vindictive Olympias would positively spur on Pausanias to 
assassinate Philip, is highly probable. Respecting Alexander, 
though he also was accused, there is no sufficient evidence 
to warrant a similar assertion ; but that some among his 
partisans-men eager to consult his feelings and to ensure his 
succession-Jent their encouragements, appears tolerably well 
established. A Greek sophist named Hermokrates is also said 
to have contributed to the deed, though seemingly without 
intention, by his conversation; and the Persian king (an 
improbable report) by his gold.4 

Unconscious of the plot, Philip was about to enter the 
theatre, already crowded with spectators. As he approached 

1 Aristot. Polit. v. 8, IO. 'H <l>tl\l7r7rOU u ... ce.<J'tS) 07r0 IIauqavlov, lit(t 'TO 
~aO"at v/3pt<T8qvat auT OJ! 071"0 'TWJI rr<pl ~ ATTall.ov, &c. Jus tin, ix. 6 ; Diodor. 
xvi. 93· 

2 Plutarch, Alex.~. ro. · 3 Plutarch, Alex. c. ro. 
4 Arrian, Exp. Alex. ii. 14, ro. 
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the door, clothed in a white robe, he felt so exalted with im
pressions of his own dignity, and so confident in the admiring 
sympathy of the surrounding multitude, that he advanced both 
unarmed and unprotected, directing his guards to hold back. 
As this moment Pausanias, standing near with a Gallic sword 
concealed under his garment, rushed upon him, thrust the 
weapon through his body, and killed him. Having accom
plished his purpose, the assassin immediately ran off, and tried 
to reach the gates, where he had previously caused horses to be 
stationed. Being strong and active, he might have succeeded 
in effecting his escape-like most of the assassins of Jason of 
Pherre 1 under circumstances very similar-had not his foot 
stumbled amidst some vine-stocks. The guards and friends of 
Philip were at first paralysed with astonishment and consterna
tion. At length however some hastened to assist the dying 
king ; while others rushed in pursuit of Pausanias. Leonnatus 
and Perdikkas overtook him and slew him immediately.2 

In what way, or to what extent, the accomplices of Pausanias 
lent him aid, we are not permitted to know. It is possible that 
they may have posted themselves artfully so as to obstruct pur
suit, and favour his chance of escape ; which would appear 
extremely small, after a deed of such unmeasured audacity. 
Three only of the reputed accomplices are known to us by 
name-three brothers from the Lynkestian district of Upper 
Macedonia-Alexander, Heromenes, and Arrhib::eus, sons of 
Aero pus; 3 but it seems that there were others besides. The 
Lynkestian Alexander-whose father-in-law Antipater was one 
of the most conspicuous and confidential officers in the service 
of Philip-belonged to a good family in Macedonia, perhaps 
even descendants from the ancient family of the princes of 
Lynkestis. 4 It was he who, immediately after Pausanias had 
assassinated Philip, hastened to salute the prince Alexander as 
king, helped him to put on his armour, and marched as one of 
his guards to take possession of the regal palace. 5 

This "prima vox" 6 was not simply an omen or presage to 

1 Xenoph. Hellen. vi. 4, 32. 
2 Diodor. xvi. 94; Justin, ix. 7; Plutarch, Alex. c. ro. 
3 Arrian, Exp. Alex. i. 25, I. 
4 Justin, xii. 14; Quintus Curtius, vii. r, 5, with the note of Mlitzel. 
5 Arrian, i. 25, 2; Justin, xi. 2. "Soli Alexandre Lyncistarum fratri 

pepercit, servans in eo auspicium dignitatis sua: ; nam regem eum primus 
salutaverat." 

6 Tacitus, Hist. ii. 8o. " Dum qureritur tempus locw;que, quodque in re 
tali difficillimum est, prima Z'OX; dum animo spes, timor, ratio, casus obser
vautur ; egressum cubiculo V cspaoianum, paLtci milites so lito adsistentes 
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Alexander of empire to come, but essentially serviceable to him 
as a real determining cause or condition. The succession to 
the Macedonian throne was often disturbed by feud or blood
shed among the members of the regal family; and under the 
latter circumstances of Philip's reign, such disturbance was 
peculiarly probable. He had been on bad terms with Alex
ander, and on still worse terms with Olympias. While banishing 
persons attached to Alexander, he had lent his ear to Attalus 
with the partisans of the new queen Kleopatra. Had these 
latter got the first start after the assassination, they would have 
organised an opposition to Alexander in· ··vour of the infant 
prince ; which opposition might have hau, -ue chances of 
success, since they had been in favour witt. ·-~ deceased 
king, and were therefore in possession of man; 
posts. But the deed of Pausanias took them unprepared, and 
for the moment paralysed them ; while, before they could re
cover or take concert, one of the accomplices of the assassin 
ran to put Alexander in motion without delay. A decisive 
initiatory movement from him and his friends, at this critical 
juncture, determined waverers and forestalled opposition. vVe 
need not wonder therefore that Alexander, when king, testified 
extraordinary gratitude and esteem for his Lynkestian name
sake ; not simply exempting him from the punishment of 
death inflicted on the other accomplices, but also promoting 
him to great honours and important military commands. 
Neither Alexander and Olympias on the one side, nor Attalus 
and Kleopatra on the other, were personally safe, except by 
acquiring the succession. It was one of the earliest proceed
ings of Alexander to send over a special officer to Asia, for the 
purpose of bringing home Attalus prisoner, or of putting him 
to death•; the last of which was done, seemingly through the 
co-operation of Parmenio (who was in joint command with 
Attalus) and his son Philotas.1 The unfortunate Kleopatra 
and her child were both put· to death shortly afterwards. 2 

ordine, Impe,·atorem salutavere. Tnm creteri accurrere, Casarem, et 
Augusium, et omnia principatus vocabula cumulare; mens a metu ad 
fortunam transierat." 

1 Quintus Curtius, vii. I, 3 ; Diodorns, xvii. 2, 5· Compare Justin, 
xi. 5· 

2 Justin, ix. 7; xi. 2. Pausanias, viii. 7, 5; Plutarch, Alex. c. 10. 
According to Pausanias, Olympias causerl Kleopatra and her infant boy 

to perish by a horrible death ; being roasted or baked on a brazen vessel 
surrounded by fire. According to Justin, Olympias first slew the daughter 
of Kleopatra on her mother's bosom, and then caused Kleopatra herself to 
be hanged; while •Alexander put to death Caranus, the infant son of 
Kleopatra. Plutarch says nothing about this; but states that the cruel 
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Other persons also were slain, of whom I shall speak further in 
describing the reign of Alexander. 

We could have wished to learn from some person actually 
present, the immediate effect produced upon the great miscella
neous crowd in the theatre, when the sudden murder of Philip 
first became known. Among the Greeks present, there were 
doubtless many who welcomed it with silent satisfaction, as 
seeming to reopen for them the door of freedom. One person 
alone dared to manifest satisfaction ; and that one was 
Olympias.l 

Thus perished the destroyer of freedom and independence in 
the Hellenic world, at the age of forty-six or forty-seven, after a 
reign of twenty-three years.2 Our information about him is 
signally defective. Neither his means, nor his plans, nor the 
difficulties which he overcame, nor his interior government, are 
known to us with exactness or upon contemporary historical 
authority. But the great results of his reign, and the main 
lines of his character, stand out incontestably. At his accession, 
the Macedonian kingdom was a narrow territory round Pella, 
excluded partially, by independent and powerful Grecian cities, 
even from the neighbouring sea-coast. At his death, Mace
danian ascendency was established from the coasts of the 
Propontis to those of the Ionian Sea, and the Ambrakian, 
Messenian, and Saronic Gulfs. Within these boundaries, all 
the cities recognised the supremacy of Philip ; except only 
Sparta, and mountaineers like the .IEtolians and others, de
fended by a rugged home. Good fortune had waited on 
Philip's steps, with a few rare interruptions; 3 but it was good 
fortune crowning the efforts of a rare talent, political and mili
tary. Indeed the restless ambition, the indefatigable personal 
activity and endurance, and the adventurous courage, of Philip, 
were such as, in a king, suffice almost of themselves to 
guarantee success, even with abilities much inferior to his. 
That among the causes of Philip's conquests, one was corrup
treatment of Kleopatra was inflicted by order of Olympias during the 
absence of Alexander, and that he was much displeased at it. The main 
fact, that Kleopatra and her inCant child were despatched by violence, 
seems not open to reasonable doubt ; though we cannot veriry the details. 

1 After the solemn funeral of Philip, Olympias took down and burned 
the body of Pausanias (which had been crucified), providing for him a 
sepulchral monument and an annual ceremony of commemoration. ] ustin, 
ix. 7· 

2 Justin (ix. 3) calls Philip 47 years of age; Pausanias (viii. 7, 4) speaks 
of him as 46. See Mr. Clinton's Fast. Hellen. Appen. 4, p. 227. 

3 Theopompus, Fragm. 265, ap. Athen::e. iii. p. •n. "al .~.,.vxi)<Tat 
.,..&.VTa 4>1At'7r1fov. Compare Demosth. Olynth. ii. p. 24. 
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tion, employed abundantly to foment discord and purchase 
partisans among neighbours and enemies-that with winning 
and agreeable manners, he combined recklessness in false 
promises, deceit and extortion even towards allies, and un
scrupulous perjury when it suited his purpose-this we find 
affirmed, and there is no reason for disbelieving it.1 Such 
dissolving forces smoothed the way for an efficient and admir
able army, organised, and usually commanded, by himself. Its 
organisation adopted and enlarged the best proce_sses of 
scientific warfare employed by Epaminondas and Iphikrates.2 
Begun as well as completed by Philip, and bequeathed as an 
engine ready-made for the conquests of Alexander, it con
stitutes an epoch in military history. But the more we extol 
the genius of Philip as a conqueror, formed for successful 
encroachment and aggrandisement at the expense of all his 
neighbours-the less can we find room for that mildness and 
moderation which some authors discover in his character. If, 
on some occasions of his life, such attributes may fairly be 
recognised, we have to set against them the destruction of 
the thirty-two Greek cities in Chalkidike and the wholesale 
transportation of reluctant and miserable families from one 
inhabitancy to another. 

Besides his skill as a general and politician, Philip was no 
mean proficient in the Grecian accomplishments of rhetoric 
and letters. The testimony of JEschines as to his effective 
powers of speaking, though requiring some allowance, is not to 
be rejected. Isokrates addresses him as a friend of letters and 
philosophy; a reputation which his choice of Aristotle as 
instructor of his son Alexander, tends to bear out. Yet in 
Philip, as in the two Dionysii of Syracuse and other despots, 
these tastes were found not inconsistent either with the crimes 

1 Theopomp. Fragrn. 249; Theopompus ap. Polyhium, viii. 1 I. &oucw
Ta:rov ~~~ JCal JCaJCo7rpu:yp.ovi<T'I"aTov 1repl Td.s Twv cplilc.JV JCal <Tvp.p.J.xwv H:a-ra
<1/Cevcl.s, 7rll.el<T'I"as ll~ ,-67\ets l~71vllpa1rolit<Tp.lvov JCal ,-e,-pa~tJC011"1/ICO'I"a p.eTd. 
li&ll.ov JCal /3fas, &c. 

Justin, ix. 8. Pausanias, vii. 7, 3; vii. 10, 14; viii. 7, 5· Diodor. 
xvi. 54· 

The language of Pausanias about Philip, after doing justice to his great 
conquests and exploits, is very strong-8s 'Y• ~<:al 8p~<:ovs 8ewv JCaTe7rd'I"1/<TW 
&.e!, tral <11rovod.s ?,-l 7rRV'I"l bjJe6<TaTo, 1ri<T'I"tV Te -IJT(p.a<Te p.cl.ll.ttrTa &.v8p<!J7rOJV, 
&c. By such conduct, according to Pausanias, Philip brought the divine 
wrath both upon himself and upon his race, which became extinct with the 
next generation. 

2 A striking passage occurs, too long to cite, in the third Philippic of 
Dernosthen<!s (p. 123-t24), attesting the marvellous stride made by Philip 
in the art and means of effective warfare. · 
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of ambition, or the licences of inordinate appetite. The con
temporary historian Theopompus, a warm admirer of Philip\ 
genius, stigmatises not only the perfidy of his public dealings, 
but also the drunkenness, gambling, and excesses of all kinds 
in which he indulged-encouraging the like in those around 
him. His Macedonian and Grecian body-guard, 8oo in num
ber, was a troop in which no decent man could live ; dis· 
tinguished indeed for military bravery and aptitude, but sated 
with plunder, and stained with such shameless treachery, san· 
guinary rapacity, and unbridled lust, as befitted only Centaurs 
and L::estrygons.l The number of Philip's mistresses and wives 
was almost on an Oriental scale; 2 and the dissensions thus 
introduced into his court through his offspring by different 
mothers, were fraught with mischievous consequences. 

In appreciating the genius of Philip, we have to appreciate' 
also the parties to whom he stood opposed. His good fortune 
was nowhere more conspicuous than in the fact, that he fell 
upon those days of disunion and backwardness in Greece 
(indicated in the last sentence of Xenophon's Hellenica) when 
there was neither leading city prepared to keep watch, nor 
leading general to take command, nor citizen-soldiers willing 
and ready to endure the hardships of steady service. Philip 
combated no opponents like Epaminondas, or Agesi1aus, or 
Iphikrates. How different might have been his career, had 
Epaminondas survived the victory of Mantineia, gained only 
two years before Philip's accession ! To oppose Philip, there 

1 Theopomp. Fragm. 249· 'A-TTil.ws ~· .i ... iiv • . • • • fryovp.at -ro•avTa 
8'1)p{a ")'E')IOV~Vat 1 /Cal 'TOIOlhOV 'Tp67roV 'TOlls cp(ii.OVS /Cal 'TOlls ha{poVS <f>til.l7r7rOV 
7rpocra:yopev9fv-ras, o1ovs oi1TE 'TO~S KEVTaVpovs ToVs TO nf,.\.tov ICaTa:ux&vTas, 
oii'T< 'TOO$ Aat<T'Tpv')ldllaS -rolls li.<011'T'i11011 .,...~lov olK{jtTaV'Tas, o!J'T' tfil.il.ovs ov~· 
o7rolovs. 

Compare Atheme. iv. pp. I66, 167; vi. pp. 260, 261. Demosthen. 
Olynth. ii. p. 23. 

Polybius (viii. II) censures Theopompus for self-contradiction, in 
ascribing to Philip both unprincipled means and intemperate habits, and 
yet extolling his ability and energy as a king. But I see no contradiction 
between the two. The love of enjoyment was not suffered to stand in the 
way of Philip's military and political schemes, either in himself or his 
officers. The master-passion overpowered all appetites ; but when that 
P"'sion did not require effort, intemperance was the habitual relaxation. 
Polybius neither produces any sufficient facts, nor cites any contemporary 
authority, to refute Theopompus. 

It is to be observed that the statements of Theopompus, respecting both 
the public and private conduct of Philip, are as disparaging as anything in 
Demosthenes. 

2 Satyrus ap. Athena!. xiii. p. 557· '0 ~• .PiA,J.,..os &•l Ka'Ta TrOil.<p.ov 
~/'·ip.«, &c. 
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needed a man like himself, competent not only to advise and 
project, but to command in person, to stimulate the zeal of 
citizen-soldiers, and to set the example of braving danger and 
fatigue. Unfortunately for Greece, no such leader stood for
ward. In counsel and speech Demosthenes sufficed for the 
emergency. Twice before the battle of Chreroneia-at 
Byzantium and at Thebes-did he signally frustrate Philip's 
combinations. But he was not formed to take the lead in 
action, nor was there any one near him to supply the defect. 
In the field, Philip encountered only that" public inefficiency," 
at Athens and elsewhere in Greece, of which even JEschines 
complains; 1 and to this decay of Grecian energy, not less than 

' to his own distinguished attributes, the unparalleled success of 
his reign was owing. We shall find, during the reign of his son 
Alexander, the like genius and vigour exhibited on a still larger 
scale, and achieving still more wonderful results; while the 
once stirring politics of Greece, after one feeble effort, sink yet 
lower, into the nullity of a subject province. 

CHAPTER XCI 

FIRST PERIOD OF THE REIGN OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT

SIEGE AND CAPTURE OF THEBES 

MY last preceding chapter ended with the assassination of 
Philip of Macedon, and the accession of his son Alexander the 
Great, then twenty years ·of age. 

It demonstrates the altered complexion of Grecian history, 
that we are now obliged to seek for marking events in the 

f succession to the Macedonian crown, or in the ordinances of 
Macedonian kings. In fact, the Hellenic world has ceased to 
be autonomous. In Sicily, indeed, the free and constitutional 
march, revived by Timoleon, is still destined to continue for a 
few years longer; but all the Grecian cities south of Mount 
Olympus have descended into dependents of Macedonia. 
Such dependence, . established as a fact by the battle of 

1 iEschines cont. Timarchum, p. 26. elTu. -r( 6u.up.d.(op.ev -r~v t<o<v~v 
a 1r p 11.; (u. V, 'TOIOV'TWV fnrropwv brl 'TCtS 'TOV IJ{J}J.OV "(VdJp.u.s brqp11.cf>Of'EVWV; 

Mschines chooses to ascribe this public inefficiency-which many admitted 
and deplored, though few except Demosthenes persevered in contending 
against it-to the fact that men of scandalous private lives (like Timarchus) 
were permitted, againsf the law, to move decrees in the public assembly. 
Compare Mschines, Fals. Leg. p. 37· 
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Chreroneia and by the subsequent victorious march of Philip 
over Peloponnesus, was acknowledged in form by the vote of 
the Grecian synod at Corinth. While even the Athenians 
had been compelled to concur in submission, Sparta alone, 
braving all consequences, continued inflexible in her refusal. 
The adherence of Thebes was not trusted to the word of the 
Thebans, but ensured by the Macedonian garrison established 
in her citadel, called the Kadmeia. Each Hellenic city, small 
and great-maritime, inland, and insular-(with the single 
exception of Sparta), was thus enrolled as a separate unit in 
the list of subject-allies attached to the imperial headship of 
Philip. 

Under these circumstances, the history of conquered Greece 
loses its separate course, and becomes merged in that of 
conquering Macedonia. Nevertheless, there are particular 
reasons which constrain the historian of Greece to carry on 
the two together for a few years longer. First, conquered 
Greece exercised a powerful action on her conqueror~" Grrecia 
capta ferum victonim cepit." The Macedonians, though 
speaking a language of their own, had neither language for 
communicating with others, nor literature, nor philosophy, 
except Grecian and derived from Greeks. Philip, while 
causing himself to be chosen chief of Bellas, was himself not 
only partially hellenised, but an eager candidate for Hellenic 
admiration. He demanded the headship under the declared 
pretence of satisfying the old antipathy against Persia. Next, 
the conquests of Alexander, though essentially Macedonian, 
operated indirectly as the initiatory step of a series of events, 
diffusing Hellenic language (with some tinge of Hellenic 
literature) over a large breadth of Asia-~opening that territory 
to the better observation, in some degree even to the superin
tendence, of intelligent Greeks-and thus producing conse
quences important in many ways to the history of mankind. 
Lastly, the generation of free Greeks upon whom the battle of 
Ch::eroneia fell, were not disposed to lie quiet if any opportunity 
occurred for shaking off their Macedonian masters. In the 
succeeding chapters will be recorded the unavailing efforts 
made for this purpose, in which Demosthenes and most of the 
other leaders perished. 

Alexander (born in July 356 B.c.), like his father Philip, was 
not a Greek, but a Macedonian and Epirot, partially imbued 
with Grecian sentiment and intelligence. It is true that his 
ancestors, some centuries before, had bet!n emigrants from 
Argos; but the kings of Macedonia had long lost all trace of 
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any such peculiarity as might originally have distinguished 

1 them from their subjects. The basis of Philip's character was 
Macedonian, not Greek : it was the self-will of a barbarian 
prince, not the ingenium civile, or sense of reciprocal obligation 
and right in society with others, which marked more or less 
even the most powerful members of a Grecian city, whether 
oligarchical or democratical. If this was true of Philip, it was 
still more true of Alexander, who inherited the violent tempera
ment and headstrong will of his furious Epirotic mother 
Olympias. 

A kinsman of Olympias, named Leonidas, and an Akarnanian 
named Lysimachus, are mentioned as the chief tutors to whom 

1 Alexander's childhood was entrusted.1 Of course the Iliad of 
Homer was among the first things which he learnt .as a boy. 
Throughout most of his life, he retained a strong interest in 
this poem, a copy of which, said to have been corrected by 
Aristotle, he carried with him in his military campaigns. We 
are not told, nor is it probable, that he felt any similar attach
ment for the less warlike Odyssey. Even as a child, he learnt 
to identify himself in sympathy with Achi!les,-his ancestor-.,. 
by the mother's side, according to the 1Eakid pedigree. The 
tutor Lysimachus won his heart by calling himself Pha!nix
Alexander, Achilles-and Philip, by the name of Peleus. Of 
Alexander's boyish poetical recitations, one anecdote remains, 
both curious and of unquestionable authenticity. H~ was ten 
years old when the Athenian legation, including both 1Eschines 
and Demosthenes, came to Pella to treat about peace. While 
Philip entertained them at table, in his usual agreeable and 
convivial manner, the boy Alexander recited for their amuse
ment certain passages of poetry which he had learnt; and 
delivered, in response with another boy, a dialogue out of one 
of the Grecian dramas.2 

At the age of thirteen, Alexander was placed under the 
instruction of Aristotle, whom Philip expressly invited for the 
purpose, and whose father Nikomachus had been both friend 
and physician of Philip's father Amyntas. What course of 
study Alexander was made to go through, we unfortunately 
cannot state. He enjoyed the teaching of Aristotle for at 
least three years, and we are told that he devoted himself to it 
with ardour, contracting a strong attachment to his preceptor. 
His powers of addressing an audience, though not so well 
attested as those of his father, were always found sufficient for 
his purpose : more~ver, he retained, even in the midst of his 

1 Plutarch, Alexand. c. 5, 6. 2 .l.Eschines cont. Timarch. p. 167. . . 
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fatiguing Asiatic campaigns, an interest in Greek literature and 
poetry. 

At what precise moment, during the lifetime of his father, 
Alexander first took part in active service, we do not know. 
It is said that once, when quite a youth, he received some 
Persian envoys during the absence of his father; and that he 
surprised them by the maturity of his demeanour, as well as 
by the political bearing and pertinence of his questions. 1 

Though only sixteen years of age, in 340 B. c. he was left at 
home as regent while Philip was engaged in the sieges of 
Byzantium and Perinthus. He put down a revolt of the 
neighbouring Thracian tribe called Mredi, took one of their 
towns, and founded it anew under the title of Alexandria; 
the earliest town which bore that name, afterwards applied to 
various other towns planted by him and by his successors. In 
the march of Philip into Greece (338 B.c.), Alexander took 
part, commanded one of the wings at the battle of Chreroneia, 
and is said to have first gained the advantage on his side over 
the Theban sacred band.2 

Yet notwithstanding such marks of confidence and co· 
operation, other incidents occurred producing bitter animosity 
between the father and the son. By his wife Olympias, Philip 
had as offspring Alexander and Kleopatra : by a Thessalian 
mistress named Philinna, he had a son named Aridreus (after
wards called Philip Aridreus): he had also daughters named 
Kynna (or Kynane) and Thessalonike. Olympias, a woman 
of sanguinary and implacable disposition, had rendered herself 
so odious to him that he repudiated her, and married a new 
wife named Kleopatra. I have recounted in my ninetieth 
chapter the indignation felt by Alexander at this proceeding, 
and the violent altercation which occurred during the con
viviality of the marriage banquet; where Philip actually 
snatched his sword, threatened his son's life, and was only 
prevented from executing the threat by falling down through 
intoxication. After this quarrel, Alexander retired from Mace
donia, conducting his mother to her brother Alexander king of 
Epirus. A son was born to Philip by Kleopatra. Her brother or 
uncle Attalus acquired high favour. Her kinsmen and partisans 
generally were also promoted, while Ptolemy, Nearchus, and 
other persons attached to Alexander, were banished.3 

1 Plutarch, Alex. S· 
2 Plutarch, Alex. 9· Justin says that Alexander was the companion of 

hi; rather during part of the war in Thrace (ix. I,. 
a Plutarch, Alex. ro. Arrian, iii. 6, 8. 
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The prospects of Alexander were thus full of uncertainty 

and peril, up to the very day of Philip's assassination. The 
succession to the Macedonian crown, though transmitted in 
the same family, was by no means assured as to individual 
members; moreover, in the regal house of Macedonia 1 (as 
among the kings called Diadochi, who acquired dominion 
after the death of Alexander the Great), violent feuds and 
standing mistrust between father, sons, and brethren, were 
ordinary phrenomena, to which the family of the Antigonids 
formed an honourable exception. Between Alexander and 
Olympias on the one side, and Kleopatra with her son Attalus 
on the other, a murderous contest was sure to arise. Kleo
patra was at this time in the ascendent; Olympias was violent 
and mischievous; and Philip was only forty-seven years of age. 
Hence the future threatened nothing but aggravated dissension 
and difficulties for Alexander. Moreover his strong will and 
imperious temper, eminently suitable for supreme command, 
disqualified him from playing a subordinate part even to his 
own father. The prudence of Philip, when about to depart on 
his Asiatic expedition, induced him to attempt to heal these 
family dissensions by giving his daughter Kleopatra in marriage 
to her uncle Alexander of Epirus, brother of Olympias. It 
was during the splendid marriage festival, then celebrated at 
JEgre, that he was assassinated-Olympias, Kleopatra, and 

I "See the third chapter of Plutarch's life of Demetrius PoliorHt~s; 
which presents a vivid description of the feelings prevalent betW»"n ---
hers of regal families in those ages. Demetrius, coming hor __ -·" <uc·· 

chase with his hunting javelins in his hand, goes up to his father 
Antigonus, salutes him, and sits down by his side without disarming. 
This is extolled as an unparalleled proof of the confidence and affection 
subsisting between the father and the son. In the families of all the other 
Diadochi (says Plutarch) murders· of sons, mothers, and wives, were 
frequent-murders of brothers were even common, assumed to be pre
cautions necessary for security. O~Tws ~pa. 'll"ci.vT'II liurr~<ocvwvrrrov ~ &pxh tcctl 
!J.E<T-r(w ii'll"crr-rla.s tca.l livrrvolas, IJJrr-re &.-ydil.il.errOa.c -rbv !J.E"fL<T-rov ,.c;, 'Ail.e!;cl.vBpov 
licalioxwv tcal7rperrfJVTa.-rov, g,., p.t, cpofJe'L-ra.c -rbv v!&v, &.il.il.a 'll"porrle-ra.c Tt,v ii.O"fX'¥Jv 
~xovra. Toii (J"W!J.a.Tos 'll"l\1J(J"[ov. Ou ~J.hv &il.l\.0: tcal!J. 6 vo s, &s el1relv, o o ltc o s 
0 '{; 1" 0 s e7rl 7ril.elrr-ras licalioxlu TWV TOCOV'TWV ICa/(.WV ~tca.ecJ.peu(J"e, !J.UAl\OV a€ 
e r s 1'- 6 v 0 s TWV &7r' 'Av'TC')IOVOV <Jo{ii.C'II"?TOS &veiil.ev vl6v. A l a € & ll. il. a.' (J" X e a 0 v 
ii.?Ta.(J"a.c llca.lloxa.l 'll"all.ll.wv /'-EV txou(J"c 'll"a.lliwv, 'll"all.ll.wv ll€ !J.'IITipwv cp&vous 
tca.l -yvva.ctcwv· TO !J.EV -yap &.lleil.cpavs &.va.cpe'Lv, {/;(]"?rep ol -yewp.e-rpa.c Ta ahn~J.a.-ra. 
ll.a.~J.fJcl.vovrrcv, oil-rw (J"uvexcope'iTo tcocvov TC vop.c(&!'-evov a.tT'YJ!J.a 1<a.l 
IJ a (J" c ll. '1e o v lnr~p &(J"cpall.elas. . 

Compare Tacitus, Histor. v. 8, about the family feuds of: he kings of 
Judrea; and Xenoph. Hieron. iii. 8. 

In noticing the Antigonid family as a favourable exception, we must con
fine our assertion to th@ first century of that family. The bloody tragedy 
of Perseus and Demetrius sh.~rtly preceded the ruin of the empire. 
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Alexander, being all present, while Attalus was in Asia, 
commanding the Macedonian division sent forward in 
advance, jointly with Parmenio. Had Philip escaped this 

·catastrophe, he would doubtless have carried on the war in 
Asia Minor with quite as much energy and skill as it was 
afterwards prosecuted by Alexander : though we may doubt 
whether the father would have stretched out to those ulterior 
undertakings which, gigantic and far-reaching as they were, fell 
short of the insatiable ambition of the son. But successful as 
Philip might have been in Asia, he would hardly have escaped 
gloomy family feuds; with Alexander as a mutinous son, 
under the instigations of Olympias,-and with Kleopatra on 
the other side, feeling that her own safety depended upon the 
removal of regal or quasi-regal competitors. 

From such formidable perils, visible in the distance, if not 
immediately impending, the sword of Pausanias guaranteed 
both Alexander and the Macedonian kingdom. But at the 
moment when the blow was struck, and when the Lynkestian 
Alexander, one of those privy to it, ran to forestall resistance 
and place the crown on the head of Alexander the Great 1-no 
one knew what to expect from the young prince thus suddenly 
exalted at the age of twenty years. The sudden death of Philip 
in the fulness of glory and ambitious hopes, must have pro
duced the strongest impression, first upon the festive crowd 
assembled,-next throughout Macedonia,-lastly, upon the 
foreigners whom he had reduced to depend ~nee, from the 
Danube to the borders of Pa!onia. All these dependencies 
were held only by the fear of Macedonian force. It remained 
to be proved whether the youthful son of Philip was capable 
of putting down opposition and upholding the powerful organ
isation created by his father. Moreover Perdikkas, the elder 
brother and predecessor of Philip, had left a son named 
Amyntas, now at least twenty-four years of age, to whom many 
looked as the proper successor.2 

But Alexander, present and proclaimed at once by his friends, 
showed himself, both in word and deed, perfectly competent 
to the emergency. He mustered, caressed, and conciliated, 
the divisions of the Macedonian army and the chief officers. 
His addresses were judicious and energetic, engaging that the 

1 Arrian, i. 25, 2; Justin, xi. 2. See preceding chapter, p. 462. 
2 Arrian, De Rebus post Alexandrum, Fragm. ap. Photium, cod. 92. p. 

220; Plutarch, De Fortunft Alex. Magn. p. 327. ..-ao-a; oe 1!..-ouAos ~v '17 
Ma;l<eoov{a; (after the death of Philip) ..-pbs 'A,_{wra;v-tJ:rro{3AI..-ouo-a; 1<al -robs 
'Aep&1rou 7ra'i3as. 
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dignity of the kingdom should be maintained unimpaired, I and 
that even the Asiatic projects already proclaimed should be 
prosecuted with as much vigour as if Philip still lived. 

It was one of the first measures of Alexander to celebrate 
with magnificent solemnities the funeral of his deceased father. 
While the preparations for it were going on, he instituted 
researches to find out and punish the accomplices of Pausanias. 
Of these indeed, the most illustrious person mentioned to us
Oiympias-was not only protected by her position from punish
ment, but retained great ascendency over her son to the end 
of his life. Three other persons are mentioned by name as 
accomplices,-brothers and persons of good ·family from the 
district of Upper Macedonia called Lynkestis- Alexander, 
Heromenes, and Arrhabreus, sons of Aeropus. The two latter 
were put to death, but the first of the three was spared, and 
even promoted to important charges as a reward for his useful 
forwardness in instantly saluting Alexander king.2 Others also, 
we know not how many, were executed; and Alexander seems 
to have imagined that there still remained some undetected.3 

The Persian king boasted in public letters,4 with how much 
truth we cannot say, that he too had been among the instigators 
of Pausanias. 

Among the persons slain about this timP. by Alexander, we 
may number his first cousin and bro~t •. ,, '"w :f\myntas
son of Perdikkas (the elder brother of the at.~ ~ Philip): 
Amyntas was a boy when his father Perdikkas died. - Though 
having a preferable claim to the succession, according to usage, 
he had been put aside by his uncle Philip, on the ground of 
his age and of the strenuous efforts required on commencing 
a new reign. Philip had however given in marriage to this 
Amyntas his daughter (by an Illyrian mother) Kynna. Never
theless, Alexander now put him to death, 5 on accusation of 

I Diod. xvii. 2. 
2 Arrian, i. 25, 2; Curtius, vii. I, 6. Alexander son of Aeropus was 

son-in-law of Antipater. The case of this Alexander-and of Olympias
afforded a certain basis to those who said (Curtius, vi. 43) that Alexander 
had dealt favourably with the accomplices of Pausanias. 

3 Plutarch, Alexand. 10-27; Diodor. xvii. 51; Justin, xi. II. 
4 Arrian, ii. 14, 10. 

5 Curtius, vi. 9, 17; vi. 10, 24. Arrian mentioned this Amyntas son of 
Perdikkas (as well as the fact of his having been put to death by Alexander 
before the Asiatic expedition), in t!1e lost work .,.c. p.•.,.C. 'Ail.,~avlipov-see 
Photius, cod. 92, p. 220. But Arrian, in his account of Alexander's ex· 
pedition, does not mention the fact; which shows that his silence is not to 
be assumed as a conctusive reason for discrediting allegations of others. 

Compare Polyrenus, viii. 6o; and Plutarch, Fort. Alex. Magn. p. 327. 
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conspiracy : under what precise circumstances does not appear 
-but probably Amyntas (who besides being the son of Philip's 
elder brother, was at least twenty-four years of age, while 
Alexander was only twenty) conceived himself as having a 
better right to the succession, and was so conceived by many 
others. The infant son of Kleopatra by Philip is said to have 
been killed by Alexander, as a rival in the succession; Kleo
patra herself was afterwards put to death by Olympias during 
his absence, and to his regret. Attalus, also, uncle of Kleo
patra and joint commander of the Macedonian army in Asia, 
was assassinated under the private orders of Alexander, by 
Hekatreus and Philotas.l Another Amyntas, son of Antiochus 
(th,re seem to have been several Macedonians named Amyntas), 
.-.:Cl for safety into Asia: 2 probably others, who felt themselves 

to be objects of suspicion, did the like~since by the Mace
danian custom, not merely a person convicted of high treason, 
but all his kindred along with him, were put to death.3 

By unequivocal manifestations of energy and address, and 
by despatching rivals or dangerous malcontents, Alexander 
thus speedily fortified his position on the throne at home. But 
from the foreign dependents of Macedonia~Greeks, Thracians, 
and Illyrians-the like acknowledgment was not so easily 
obtained. Most of them were disposed to throw off the yoke; 
yet none dared to take the initiative of moving, and the sudden
ness of Philip's death found them altogether unprepared for 
combination. By that event the Greeks were discharged from 
all engagement, since the vote of the confederacy had elected 
him personally as Imperator. They were now at liberty, in so 
far as there was any liberty at all in the proceeding, to elect 
any one else, or to abstain from re-electing at all, and even to 
let the confederacy expire. Now it was only under constraint 
and intimidation, as was well known both in Greece and in 
Macedonia, that they had conferred this dignity even on Philip, 
who had earned it by splendid exploits, and had proved himself 

It was during his expedition into Thrace and Illyria, about eight months 
after his accession, that Alexander promised to give his sister Kynna in 
marriage to Langarus prince of the Agrianes (An·ian, Exp. AI. M. i. 5, 
7 ). Langarus died of sickness soon after ; so that this marriage never took 
place. But when the promise was made, Kynna mnst have been a widow. 
lJ er husband Amyntas must therefore have been put to death during the 
first months of Alexander's reign. 

1 See chap. xc. ; Diad. xvii. 2; Curtius, vii. I, 6; Justin, ix. 7, xi. 2, 
xii. 6; Plutarch, Alexand. IO; Pausanias, viii. 7, 5· 

2 Arrian, i. 17, ro; Plutarch, Alex. 20; Curtius, jii. 28, r8. 
8 Curtius, vi. 42, 20. Compare with this custom, a passage in the Aja.~ 

of Sophokles, v. 725. 
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the ablest captain and politician of the age. They were by no 
means inclined to transfer it to a youth like Alexander, until 
he had shown himself capable of bringing the like coercion to 
bear, and extorting the same submission. The wish to break 
loose from Macedonia, widely spread throughout the Grecian 
cities, found open expression from Demosthenes and others in 
the assembly at Athens. That orator (if we are to believe his 
rival h:schines), having received private intelligence of the 
assassination of Philip, through certain spies of Charidemus, 
before it was publicly known to others, pretended to have had 
it revealed to him in a dream by the gods. Appearing in the 
assembly with his gayest attire, he congratulated his country
men on the death of their greatest enemy, and pronounced 
high encomiums on the brave tyrannicide of Pausanias, which 
he would probably compare to that of Harmodius and Aristo
geiton.1 He depreciated the abilities of Alexander, calling him 
Margites (the name of a silly character in one of the Homeric 
poems), and intimating that he would be too much distracted 
with embarrassments and ceremonial duties at home, to have 
leisure for a foreign march.2 Such, according to h:schines, 
was the language of Demosthenes on the first news of Philip's 

. death. We cannot doubt that the public of Athens, as well as 
Demosthenes, felt great joy at an event which seemed to open 
to them fresh chances of freedom, and that the motion for a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, 3 in spite of Phokion's opposition, was 
readily adopted. But though the manifestation of sentiment 
at Athens was thus anti-Macedonian, exhibiting aversion to the 
renewal of that obedience which had been recently promised 
to Philip, Demosthenes did not go so far as to declare any 
positive hostility.4 He tried to open communication with the 
Persians in Asia Minor, and also, if we may believe Diodorus, 
with the Macedonian commander in Asia Minor, Attalus. But 
neither of the two missions was successful. Attalus sent his 
letter to Alexander; while the Persian king, 5 probably relieved 
by the death of Philip from immediate fear of the Macedonian 
power, despatched a peremptory refusal to Athens, intimating 

. that he would furnish no more money.6 

1

1 1Eschin€:s adv. Ktesiphont. c. 29, p. 469, c. 78, p. 603 ; Plutarch, 
Demosth. 22. 

2 JEschines adv. Ktesiph. p. 547, c. so. 3 Plutarch, Phokiou, 16. 
4 We gather this from A!:schines adv. Ktesiph. p. 551, c. 52. 
6 Diodorus (xvii. 5) mentions this communication of DemosthenSs to 

, Attalus ; which, ho~ever, I cannot but think improbable. Probably 

I 
Chariclemus was the organ of the communications. 

. 6 This letter from Darius is distinctly alluded to, and even a sentence 
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Not merely in Athens, but in other Grecian states also, the 

death of Philip excited aspirations for freedom. The Laced<e
monians, who, though unsupported, had stood out inflexibly 
against any obedience to him, were now on the watch for new 
allies ; while the Arcadians, Argeians, and Eleians, manifested 
sentiments adverse to Macedonia. The Ambrakiots expelled 
the garrison placed by Philip in their city; the .iEtolians passed 
a vote to assist in restoring those Akarnanian exiles whom he 
had banished.1 On the other hand, the Thessalians manifested 
unshaken adherence to Macedonia. But the Macedonian 
garrison at Thebes, and the macedonising Thebans who now 
governed that city,2 were probably the main obstacles to any 
combined manifestation in favour of Hellenic autonomy. 

Apprised of these impulses prevalent throughout the Grecian 
world, Alexander felt the necessity of checking them by a 
demonstration immediate, as well as intimidating. The energy 
and rapidity of his proceedings speedily overawed all those who 
had speculated on his youth, or had adopted the epithets applied 
to him by Demosthenes. Having surmounted, in a shorter 
time than was supposed possible, the difficulties of his newly
acquired position at home, he marched into Greece at the head 
of a formidable army, seemingly about two months after the 
death of Philip. He was favourably received by the Thessalians, 
who passed a vote constituting Alexander head of Greece in 
place of his father Philip; which vote was speedily confirmed 
by the Amphiktyonic assembly, convoked at Thermopyl<e. 
Alexander next advanced to Thebes, and from thence over the 
isthmus of Corinth into Peloponnesus. The details of his 
march we do not know; but his great force, probably not 
inferior to that which had conquered at Ch<eroneia, spread 
terror everywhere, silencing all except his partisans. Nowhere 
was the alarm greater than at Athens. The Athenians, 

cited from it, by h:schin@s adv. Ktesiph. pp. 633, 634, c. 88. We know 
that Darius wrote in very different langnage not long afterwards, near the 
time when Alexander crossed into Asia (Arrian, ii. 14, rr ). The first letter 
must have been sent shortly after Philip's death, when Darius was publicly 
boasting of having procured the deed, and before he had yet learnt to fear 
Alexander. Compare Diodor. xvii. 7· 

l Diodor. xvii. 3· 
2 Diodorus (xvii. 3) says that the Thebans passed a vote to expel the 

Macedonian garrison in the Kadmeia. But I have little hesitation in 
rejecting this statement. We may be sure that the presence of the Mace
danian garrison was connected with the predominance in the city of a 
party favourable to Macedonia. In the ensuing year, when the resistance 
really occurred, this was done by the anti-Macedoniat. party, who then got 
back from exile. 
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recollecting both the speeches of their orators and the votes of 
their assembly,-offensive at least, if not hostile, to the Mace
donians-trembled lest the march of Alexander should be 
directed against their city, and accordingly made preparation 
for standing a siege. All citizens were enjoined to bring in 
their families and properties from the country, insomuch that 
the space within the walls was full both of fugitives and of 
cattle.l At the same time, the assembly adopted, on the 
motion of Demades, a resolution of apology and full submission 
to Alexander: they not only recognised him as chief of Greece, 
but conferred upon him divine honours, in terms even more 
emphatic than those bestowed on · Philip. 2 The mover, with 

• • • - --~-' --' •I-~ -Aor,lnt;,-.., t.-. A lPxander, whom they 
'found at Thebes, ana wno at:(:epu-cu u11. .. u ou..,,nission. A young 
speaker named Pytheas is said to have opposed the vote in the 
Athenian assembly.3 Whether Demosthenes did the like-or 
whether, under the feeling of disappointed anticipations and 
overwhelming Macedonian force, he condemned himself to 
silence,-we cannot say. That he did not go with Demades 
on the mission to Alexander, seems a matter of course, though 

, he is said to have been appointed by public vote to do so, and 
to have declined the duty. He accompanied the legation as 
far as Mount Kith~ron, on the frontier, and then returned to 
Athens.4 We read with astonishment that lEschines and his 
other enemies denounced this step as a cowardly desertion. 
No envoy could be so odious to Alexander, or so likely to 
provoke refusal for the proposition which he carried, as 
Demosthenes. To employ him in such a mission would have 
been absurd; except for the purpose probably intended by his 
enemies, that he might be either detained by the conqueror as 
an expiatory victim, 5 or sent back as a pardoned and humiliated 
prisoner. 

1 Demadis Fragment. imep Ti)s 1iw1ie~<:a;e.,.(a;s, p. r8o. 
2 Arrian, i. I, 4· 
3 Plutarch, Reipnb. Ger. Prrecept. p. 804. 
4 lEschin~s adv. Ktesiph. p. 564, c. 50; Deinarchus cont. Demosth. p. 

57 ; Diodor. xvii. 4; Plutarch, Demosth. c. 23 (Plutarch confounds the 
proceedings of this year with those of the succeeding year). Demad~s, in 
the fragment of his oration remaining to us, makes no allusion to this pro· 
·ceeding of Demosthen~s. 

This decree, naming Demosthen~s among the envoys, is likely enough to 
have been passed chiefly by the votes of his enemies. It was always open 
to an Athenian citizen to accept or decline such an appointment. 

• Several years afterwards, Demadt!s himself was put to death by 
Antipater, to whom •he had heen sent as envoy from Athens (Diodor. 
xviii. 48). 



History of Greece 
After displaying his force in various portions of Peloponnesus, 

Alexander returned to Corinth, where he convened deputies 
from the Grecian cities generally. The list of those cities 
which obeyed the summons is not before us, but probably it 
included nearly all the cities of Central Greece. We know only 
that the Laced<emonians continued to stand aloof, refusing all 
concurrence. Alexander asked from the assembled deputies 
the same appointment which the victorious Philip had required 
and obtained two years before-the hegemony or headship of 
the Greeks collectively for the purpose of prosecutirg war 
against Persia.! To the request of a prince at the head of an 
irresistible army, one answer only was admissible. He 
was nominated Imperator with full powers, by land and sea. 
Overawed by the presence and sentiment of Macedonian force, 
all acquiesced in this vote except the Laced<emonians. 

The convention sanctioned by Alexander was probably the 
same as that settled by and with his father Philip. Its grand 
and significant feature was, that it recognised Hellas as a 
confederacy under the Macedonian prince as imperator, 
president, or executive head and arm. It crowned him with a 
legal sanction as keeper of the peace within Greece, and I 
conqueror abroad in the name of Greece. Of its otlier , 
conditions, some are made known to us by subsequent · 
complaints ; such conditions as, being equitable and tutelary 
towards the members generally, the Maceclonian chief found it 
.inconvenient to observe, and speedily began to violate. Each 
Hellenic city was pronounced, by the first .article of the 
convention, to be free and autonomous. In each, the existing 
political constitution was recognised as it stood ; all other cities 
were forbidden to interfere with it, or to second any attack by 
its hostile exiles.2 No new despot was to be established; no 

1 Arrian, i. I, 2. ahE'iV 7rap' aVTiiJ11 T1fV TryetJ.oVlav Tijs ~7Tl ToVs n'p(J'as 
urpC!Jrela.s, 1}vrtva cfltAh.-rrcp 1]~'1] ~Oouav· Jcal alr-hual/'ra Aa/3e'iv wapO. '1rcl.VTWV, 

1rid}V fl.u.H:eliu.tp.ovlwv, &c. 
Arrian speaks as if this request had been addressed only to the Greeks 

within Peloponnesus; moreover he mentions no assembly at Corinth, 
which is noticed (though with some confusion) by Diodorus, Justin, and 
Plutarch. Cities out of Peloponnesus, as well as within it, must have been 
included ; unless we suppose that the resolution of the Amphiktyc>nic 
assembly, which had been previously passed, W<lS held to comprehend all 
the extra·Peloponnesian cities, which seems not probable. 

2 Demosthenes (or Pseudo-Demosthenes), Orat. xvii. de Fredere Alex
andrino, PP· 213, 214. i'll"t'T&.'T'Tft 'h <Tvv8f!H:'II ev8V. ~v &pxp, ill.<vO~povs ElvaL 
H:al ahovop.ovs Tovs "EII./1.'1/vas.-!'E<TTt -yap -y•-ypap.p.~vov, M.v Ttvn Ti'<o 
71"0/l.tTE(as Ti'<S 'll"ap' ~H:a<TTOLS ,oi1<TaS, 3T<" 'TOVs "3pH:_.?VS~?~S 'II"Ep} ,Ti)s elpflv'l/5 
tfJp.vv<TaV, KO.TO.ii.V<Tr.><Tt, wo/l.<p.wvs <1Vat 'll"a<Tt 'TO<S 'T1jS Etp'I/1''1/S f'ETEXOV<Ttv , . , 
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dispossessed despot was to be restored.1 Each city became 
bound to discourage in every other, as far as possible, all illegal 
violence-such as political executions, confiscation, spoliation, 
redivision of land or abolition of debts, factious manumission of 
slaves, &c.2 To each was guaranteed freedom of navigation; 
maritime capture was prohibited, on pain of enmity from all. 3 

Each was forbidden to send armed vessels into the harbour of 
any other, or to build vessels or engage seamen there.4 By 
each, an oath was taken to observe .these conditions, to declare 
.......... _ ............... ;_~.,_ ::.._,, - ... 1... • , . , ... .. .. ~ • •• ' 

··tln 11: commemoratJVC column. l'r,-,-v;sTnt' ::oeeu1~ lu have bc:e:l 
made for admitting any additional city 5 on its subsequent 

' application, though it might not have been a party to the 
original contract. Moreover, it appears that a standing 

' military force, under Macedonian orders, was provided to 
enforce \bservance of the convention ; and that the synod of 
deputies \vas contemplated as likely to meet periodically.6 

Such was the convention, in so far as we kno'· • '' · terms. 
-'!;;<' 

t Dt=>· ..... -"' 
2 r •Osth. ib. p. 2 I 5· 
~ ~mosth. ib. P· 217. (<TTl -y?tp orprou ~v T(J.LS <TVV8~1C(J.IS, Ttw ecf.ilaTTctV 

7rilctif Toils ~teTixovTcts T~S elp.fJV'I/S, ICctl f'-'1/0eva uwll.{wv avToVs JL'I/OE 1wrcf.-yew 
1rAoiov p.7J'Oev0s TolrrCIJV' EfJ.v OE TLS 1rap?t Ta.U-ra 1rOtiJ, -rrol\~p.tov e1vcu wiiO'l To'is 
T1jS e/p~Y'I/S JLETfXOU<J'tV. • • • . 

4 Demosth. ib. pp. 218, 219. Bohnecke, in his instructive comments on 
this convention (Forschungen auf dem Gebiete der Attischen Redner, p. 
623), has treated the prohibition here mentioned as if it were one specially 
binding the Macedonians noJ to sail with armed ships into the Peirreus. 
This undoubtedly is the particular case on which the orator insists; but I 
conceive it to have been only a particular case under a general prohibitory 
rule. 

5 . Arrian, ii. I; 7; ii. 2, 4· Demosth. de Foed. Alex. p. 213. Tenedos, 
Mityli!ni!, Antissa, and Eresus, can hardly have been members of the con
vention when first sworn. 

6 Demosth. Orat. de Feed. Alex. p. 215. l<TTt ')'Ctp h ra"is <Tvv9~1Ca.ts 
brtJLE'ile"i<T8at rovs <TvvEiipEVOVTas t<al robs ~7rl rjl /Cotvjl cpu'ila.ICjJ 
T € T (1. 'Y 1-' £ v 0 v s' li7rws ~v Ta"is ICOIVWVOV<J'(J.IS 'II'OAEITI 1-'n -y(-yvwvrat ecf.varo£ 
f.'. 'I/O~ <J>v-yal 7rctp?t Tolls ICEtp.evovs ra"is 7rOll.e<Tt VOJLOVS • • • • • O! li~ TO<TOVTou 
oeou<Tt TOVTWV .,.. ICwli.VEtv, lf><TTE /Cal <Tv')'t<ara<TICeVcf.(ov<Tw, &c. (p. 2!6). 

The persons designated by o! liE, and denounced throughout this oration 
generally, are, Alexander or the Macedonian officers and soldiers. 

A passage in Deinarchus cont. Demosth. p. 14, leads to the supposition, 

~
that a standing Macedonian force was kept at Co~inth, occupying the 
Isthmus. The Thebans declared against Macedonia (in August or 
September 3. 35 B.c.), and proceeding to besiege the Macedonian garrison 
in the Kadmeia, sent envoys to entreat aid from the Arcadians. "These 
envoys (says Deinarchys) got with difficulty by sea to th~ Arcadians"-ot 
/Ca.r?t 9cf.ll.aircrav p. 6 'il • ~ &cplicovTo 7rp~s l1<elvovs. Whence should this diffi
culty arise, except from a Macedonian occupation of Corinth? 
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agreed to by the Grecian deputies at Corinth with Alexander ; 
but with Alexander at the head of an irresistible army. He 
proclaimed it as the "public statute of the Greeks," 1 constitut
ing a paramount obligation, of which he was the enforcer, bind
ing on all, and authorising him to treat all transgressors as 
rebels. It was set forth as counterpart of, and substitute for, 
the convention of Antalkidas, which we shall presently see the 
officers of Darius trying to revive against him-the headship of 
Persia against that of Macedonia. Such is the melancholy 
degradation of the Grecian world, that its cities have no alter
native except to choose between these two foreign potentates
or to invite the help of Darius, the most distant and least 
dangerous, whose headship could hardly be more than nominal, 
against a neighbour sure to be domineering and compressive, 
and likely enough to be tyrannical. Of the once powerful 
Hellenic chiefs and competitors-Sparta, Athens, Thebes
under each of whom the Grecian world had been upheld as an 
independent and self-determining aggregate, admitting the free 
play of native sentiment and character U!!der circumstances 
more or less advantageous-the two last are now confounded 
as common units (one even held under garrison) among the 
subject-allies of Alexander; while Sparta preserves only the 
dignity of an isolated independence. 

It appears that during the nine months which succeeded the 
swearing of the convention, Alexander and his officers (after 
his return to Macedonia) were active, both by armed force and 
by mission of envoys, in procuring new adhesions and in re
modelling the governments of various cities suitably to their 
own views. Complaints of such aggressions were raised in the 
public assembly of Athens, the only place in Greece where any 
liberty of discussion still survived. An oration, pronounced by 
Demosthenes, Hyperides, or one of the contemporary anti
Macedonian politicians (about the spring or early summer of 
335 B.c.),2 imparts to us some idea both of the Macedonian 

1 Arrian, i. r6, IO. 7rapa .,.O, /Cotvjl a&~aV'Ta 'TO'is~EhA'1/lTLV. After the death 
of Darius, Alexander pronounced that the Grecian mercenaries who had 
been serving with that prince, were highly criminal for having contravened 
the general vote of the Greeks ( 7rapa .,.o_ BO")I}ta'Ta .,.o_ 'EhA f7v.,v ), except such 
as had taken service before that vote was passed, and except the Sino
peans, whom Alexander considered as subjects of Persia and not partakers 
'Tou Konrou 'Tow 'Ehhflv"'v (Arrian, iii. 23, IS; iii. 24, 8, 9). 

2 This is the oration 7r<pl 'Tow 7rpos 'Ah~~avBpov uvv8'1/ICWV already more 
than once alluded to above. Though standing among the Demosthenic 
works, it is supposed by Libanius as well as by most tnodern critics not to 1 

be the production of Dcmosthen~s-upon internal grounds of style, which : 
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At sea, the wrongful aggressions of Alexander or his officers 

had been not less manifest than on land. The convention, 
guaranteeing to all cities the right of free navigation, distinctly 
forbade each to take or detain vessels belonging to any other. 
Nevertheless the Macedonians had seized, in the Hellespo~nt 
all the merchantmen coming out with cargoes from the Em 
and carried them into Tenedos, where they were detained, un( 
various fraudulent pretences, in spite of remonstrances from the 
proprietors and cities whose supply of corn was thus intercepted. 
Among these sufferers, Athens stood conspicuous; since con
sumers of imported corn, ship-owners, and merchants, were 
more numerous there than elsewhere. The Athenians, address
ing complaints and remonstrances without effect, became at 
length so incensed, and perhaps uneasy about their provisions, 
that they passed a decree to equip and despatch roo triremes, 
appointing Menestheus (son of Iphikrates) admiral. '{y th;s 
strenuous manifestation, the Macedonians were induced to 
release the detained vessels. Had the detention been pro-· 
longed, the Athenian fleet would have sailed to extort re 
dress by force; so that, as Athens was more than a match for 
Macedon on sea, the maritime empire of the latter would have 
been overthrown, while even on land much encouragement 
would have been given to malcontents against it.1 Anothc:r 
incident had occurred, less grave than this, yet still dwelt upon 
by the orator as an infringement of the convention, and as an 
insult to the Athenians. Though an express article of the con
vention prohibited armed ships of one city from entering the 
harbour of another, still a Macedonian trireme had been sent 
into Peirreus to ask permission that smaller vessels might be 
built there for Macedonian account. This was offensive to a 
large proportion of Athenians, not only as violating the con
vention, but as a manifest step towards employing the nautical 

1 Demosth. ib. p. 217. els -roiiTo ')'O.p O'lrepo'fila.s ~Mov, &a-re •ls Tlve5ov 
li1ra.VTU. 'TQ. ~I( TofJ 06.vTOU 1rAola KU.Tf}"'(a:yov, Jatl CfiCEUWpoiJp.evoL ?rEpl ain·(x. olJ 
'lrpOT<pov a</>Etaav, 7rplv ilp.<is Nn<Plaa.aO• -rp<-f,pE<S eJ<a.-rbv 'trl\'f/POVII !Cal 
tca.Otii.J<EIV eu8/Js 'TO'TE---& 1ra.p' ill.rJ.X<<ITOII ~'lro['fi<IEII a.u-ro/Js a</>a<pE6~va£ ~IKa.lw. 
rrw J<a.'Ta 8rJ.ll.a.arra.v 7}-yep.ov[av ••• , p. 218. ~Ews y/i.p ltv ~~j) 'TWV Ka-r, 
Orlll.aarra.v 1tal p.6voiS &vap.</><rTiJ?)-r-f,-rws .Iva.< ~evplo<s (the Atht!nians), 'TOi's ')'· 
J<a-ra 'Yijv 1rpbs 'Tp 61rapxovrrp tivvrJ.p.u l<T'TI 'lrpof3ol\./i.s h<pas laxvpo-ripa: 
eupirr6a.l, &c. 

We know that Alexander caused a squadron of ships to sail round to and 
up the Danube from Byzantium (Arrian, i. 3, 3), to meet him after his 
march by land from the southern coast of Thrace. It is not improbable 
that the Athenian vessels detained may have come loaded with a supply of 
corn, and that the detention of the corn-ships may hive been inktHled to 
facilitate this operation. 
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equipments and seamen of Athens for the augmentation of the 
Macedonian navy.1 

" Let those speakers who are perpetually admonishing us to 
observe the convention (the orator contends), prevail on the 
i.mT;Jerial chief to set the example of observing it on his part. 
ti"' o impress upon you the like observance. To a democracy 
.tl ~bing is more ~ssential than scrupulous regard to equity and 
justice.2 But the convention itself enjoins all its members to 
make war against transgressors ; and pursuant to this article, 
you ought to make war against Macedon.3 Be assured that all 
Greeks will see that the war is neither directed against them nor 
brought on by your fault. 4 At this juncture, such a step for 
the maintenance of your own freedom as well as Hellenic free
dom generally, will be not less opportune and advantageous 
than it is just.5 The time is coming for shaking off your dis
graceful submission to others, and your oblivion of our own 
past dignity. 6 If you encourage me, I am prepared to make 
a formal motion-To declare war against the violators of the 
convention, as the convention itself directs." 7 

A formal motion for declaring war would have brought upon 
the mover a prosecution under the Graphe Paranomon. Ac
cordingly, though intimating clearly that he thought the actual 
juncture (what it was we do not know) suitable, he declined to 
incur such responsibility without seeing beforehand a manifest
ation of public sentiment sufficient to give him hopes of a 
favourable verdict from the Dikastery. The motion was pro
bably not made. But a speech so bold, ,even though not 

1 Demosth. (or Pseudo-Demosth.) Orat. de Feed ere Alex. p. 219. 
. 2 Demosth. ib. p. 21 I. olp.a.c '}'lt.p ov'liev oDTIO -ro!s 'lii)p.oiCpa.-roup.evocs 
'.7rpEtretV &s 7r€pl T~ trrov 1<a.l T~ O{I<Cl!OV rT'lrOVOci.(ecv. 
. I give here the main sense, without binding myself to the exact phrases. 

3 Demosth. ib. p. 213. Ka.l '}'lt.p ~.,., 7rporr'}'l'}'pa.1rra.c ~v -ra.!s rruv!Jfr~<a.cs, 
'1f'oA.€p.wv Eivat, Tbv €~te'iva l11rep , AJ\,~avOpos ?roLOilvTa, 8.7ra.CTt To'is Tfls Elp-hv11s 
ICOLJICIJJIOiJf!l, lad Tt}V XdJpav aVToiJ, «a.l lTTpa'Te6eu0at ~1r' aVT0v CJ:rravras. 
Compare p. 214 init. 

4 Demosth. ib. p. 217. ovliels 6p.!v ~'}'l<a.'A.laec '/rOTE TWV 'E'A.'A..f}VIOV &s 
'pa. 7ra.plf3rrd T< TWV I<O<Vj) op.o'A.o-y'Y/MVTWV, a'A.}I.a Ka.l xdpcv E~OV<TCV 8-rc p.&voc 
~7/A~')'~a.T€ TOUs 'TQ.VTa. 'lrOCOVVTas, &c. 

fi Demosth. ib. P· 214. vvvl li', 8-r' els TQ.VT~ oii<CUOV li.p.a. Ka.l 0 l<a.tp~s Kal 
·~ <TVp.cf>JpoV <TVV'lJeopcf.!J.T/K€V, lf'A.'A.OV lfpa TCV/t. xp&vov ava.p.€V€tT€ TijS lo{as 
~'A.ev!J<p£as li.p.a. Ka.l T1/s 'TWV lf'A.'A.IOV 'Eii.'A.o/jvwv awrc'A.a./3lu!Ja.c; 

6 Demosth. ib. p. 220. el lipa. 7roTe lle'i 1ra.vrra.u!Jac a.lcrxpws ~-rlpocs 
' di<o'A.ovOovvTas, &'A.'A./t. JJ.T/0' ava.p.v'Y/rr!Jijva.c !J.1JO<p.cas cpc'A.OTtp.(as TWV ~~ 

J

' apxa.co-r&-rov Ka.l 7r'A.fl<T'TOV Ka.l p.a'A.crrTa 'lrdV'TWV av!JpW7rWV f!p.'iv V7rapxovuwv. 
7 Demosth. (or Pseudo-Demosth.) Orat. de Fcedere Alex. ~av oilv 

KEA€07/Tf, -ypcf.>/JIO, I>CI8t£7rep at <TVVIJ~t<al t<E'A.EOOV<T<, 7rO'A.ep.etv 'TO!s 7rapa/3E/31]• 
KO<TIV, 
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That Demosthenes, and probably other leading orators, 

received such remittances from Persia, is no evidence of that 
personal corruption which is imputed to them by their enemies. 
It is noway proved that Demosthenes applied the money to 
his own private purposes. To receive and expend it in trying 
to organise combinations for the enfranchisement of Greece, 
was a proceeding which he would avow as not only legitimate, 
but patriotic. It was aid obtained from one foreign prince to 
enable·Hellas to throw off the worse dominion of another. At 
this moment, the political interest of Persia coincided with that 
of all Greeks who aspired to freedom. Darius had no chance 
of becoming master of Greece ; but his own security prescribed 
to him to protect her from being made an appendage of the 
Macedonian kingdom; and his means of doing so were at this 
moment ample, had they been efficacious{y put forth. Now 

' the purpose of a Greek patriot would be to preserve the in
tegrity and autonomy of the Hellenic world against all foreign 
interference. To invoke the aid of Persia against Hellenic 
enemies-as Sparta had done both in the Peloponnesian war 
and at the peace of Antalkidas, and as Thebes and Athens had 
followed her example in doing afterwards-was an unwarrant
able proceeding : but to invoke the same aid against the 
dominion of another foreigner, at once nearer and more 
formidable, was open to no blame on the score either of 
patriotism or policy. Demosthenes had vainly urged his 
countrymen to act with energy against Philip, at a time when 
they might by their own efforts have upheld the existing 
autonomy both for Athens and for Greece 'generally. He now 
seconded or invited Darius, at a time when Greece single
handed had become incompetent to the struggle against 
Alexander, the common enemy both of Grecian liberty and 
of"the Persian empire. Unfortunately for Athens as well as 
for himself, Darius, with full means of resistance in his 
hands, "played his game against Alexander even with more 
stupidity and improvidence than Athens had played hers against 
Philip. 

While such were the aggressions of Macedonian officers in 
the exercise of their new imperial authority, throughout Greece 
and the islands-and such the growing manifestations of re
pugnance to it at Athens-Alexander had returned home to 
push the preparations for his Persian campaign. He did not 
however think it prudent to transport his main force into Asia, 
until he had m~de his power and personal ascendency felt 
by the Macedonian dependencies, westward, northward, and 
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north-eastward of Pella~Illyrians, Preonians, and Thracians. 
Under these general names were comprised a number 1 of 
distinct tribes, or nations, warlike and for the most part pre
datory. Having remained unconquered until the victories of 
Philip, they were not kept in subjection even by him without 
difficulty : nor were they at all likely to obey his youthful 
successor, until they had seen some sensible evidence of his 
personal energy. 

Accordingly, in the spring, Alexander put himself at the 
head of a large force, and marched in an easterly direction 
from Amphipolis, through the narrow Saprean pass between 
Philippi and the sea.2 In ten days' march he reached the 
difficult mountain path over which alone he could cross Mount 
Hremus (Balkan). Here he found a body of the free Thra
cians and of armed merchants of the country assembled to 
oppose his progress, posted on the high ground with waggons 
in their front, which it was their purpose to roll down the steep 
declivity against the advancing ranks of the Macedonians. 
Alexander eluded this danger by ordering his soldiers either to 
open their ranks, so as to let the waggons go through freely 
-or where there was no room for such loose array, to throw 
themselves on the ground with their shields closely packed 
together and slanting over their bodies; so that the waggons, 
dashing down the steep and coming against the shields, were 
carried off the ground, and made to bound over the bodies of 
the men to the space below. All the waggons rolled down 
without killing a single man. The Thracians, badly armed, 
were then easily dispersed by the Macedonian attack, with the 
loss of rsoo men killed, and all their women and children 
made prisoners.3 The captives and plunder were sent back 
under an escort to be sold at the seaports. 

Having thus forced the mountain road, Alexander led his 

1 Strabo speaks of the Thracian tev71 as twenty-two in number, capable 
of sending out 2oo,ooo foot, and rs,ooo horse (Strabo, vii. Fragm. 
Vatic. 48). 

2 Strabo, vii. p. 331 (Fragm.); Arrian, i. I, 6; Appian, Bell. Civil. iv. 
87, 105, ro6. Appian gives (iv. 103) a good general description of the 
almost impaosable and trackless country to the north and north-east of 
Philippi. 

3 Arrian, i. 1, 12, 17. The precise locality of that steep road whereby 
Alexander crossed the Balkan, cannot be determined. Baron von Moltke, 
in his account of the Russian campaign in Bulgaria (r828-r829), gives an 
enumeration of four ro.•ds, passable by an army, crossing this chain from 
north to south (see chap. i. of that work). But whet~er Alexander passed 
by any one of these four, or by some other road still more to the wcot, we 
cannot tell. 
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army over the chain of Mount Hremus, and marched against 
the Triballi; a powerful 'fhracian tribe,-extending (as far as 
can be determined) from the plain of Kossovo in modern 
Servia northwards towards the Danube,-whom Philip had 
conquered, yet not without considerable resistance and even 
occasional defeat. Their Prince Syrmus had already retired 
with the women and children of the tribe into an island of the 
Danube called Peuke, where many other Thracians had also 
sought shelter. The main force of the Triballi took post in 
woody ground on the banks of the river Zyginus, about three 
days' march from the Danube. Being tempted, however, by ·~ 
an annoyance from the Macedonian light-armed, to emerge 
from their covered position into the open plain, they were 
here attacked by Alexander with his cavalry and infantry, in 
close combat, and completely defeated. • Three thousand of 
them were slain, but the rest mostly eluded pursuit by mPans 
of the wood, so that they lost few prisoners. The loss,~ the 
Macedonians was only eleven horsemen and forty foot slain, 
according to the statement of Ptolemy, son of Lagus, then one 
of Alexander's confidential officers, and afterwards founder of 
the dynasty of Greco-Egyptian kings. 1 

Three days' march, from the scene of action, brought 
Alexander to the Danube, where he found some armed ships 
which had been previously ordered to sail (probably with 
stores of provision) from Byzantium round by the Euxine and 
up the river. He first employed these ships in trying to land 
a body of troops on the island of Peuke; but his attempt was 
frustrated by the steep banks, the rapid stream, and the reso
lute front of the defenders on shore. To compensate for this 
disappointment, Alexander resolved to make a display of his 
strength by crossing the Danube and attacking the Getre; 
tribes, chiefly horsemen armed with bows, 2 analogous to the 
Thracians in habits and language. They occupied the left 
bank of the river, from which their town was about four miles 
distant. The terror of the Macedonian successes had brought 
together a body of 4ooo Getre, visible from the opposite shore, 
to resist any crossing. Accordingly Alexander got together a 
quantity of the rude boats (hollowed out of a single trunk) 
employed for transport on the river, and caused the tent-skins 
of the army to be stuffed with hay in order to support rafts. 
He then put himself on shipboard during the night, and con
trived to carry across the river a body of 4000 infantry, and 
15oo cavalry, landing on a part of the bank where there 

1 Arrian, i. 2. 2 Strabo, vii. p. 303, 
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was high standing wheat and no enemy's post. The Getce, 
intimidated not less by this successful passage than by the 
excellent array of Alexander's army, hardly stayed to sustain 
a charge of cavalry, but hastened to abandon their poorly 
fortified town and retire farther away from the river. Enter
ing the town without resistance, he destroyed it, carried away 
such moveables as he found, and then returned to the river 
without delay. Before he quitted the northern bank, he 
offered sacrifice to Zeus the Preserver-to Herakles- -and to 
the God Ister (Danube) himself, whom he thanked for having 
shown himself not impassable.1 On the very same day, he 
recrossed the river to his camp; after an empty demonstra
tion of force, intended to prove that he could do what neither 
his father nor any Grecian army had ever yet done, and what 
every one deemed •impossible-crossing the greatest of all 
known rivers without a bridge and in the face of an enemy.2 

The terror spread by Alexander's military operations was so 
1 Arrian, i. 4, z--7. 
2 Neither the point where Alexander crossed the Danube,-nor the 
11ation of the island called Peuke,-nor the identity of the river Lyginus, 
nor the part of Mount Hremus which Alexander forced his way over·-

an be determined. The data given hy Arrian are too brief and too meagre, 
o make out with assurance any part of his march after he crossed theN est us. 

The facts reported by the historian represent only a '·small portion of what 
Alexander really did in this expedition. 

It seems clear however that the main purpose of Alexander was t > attack 
and humble the Triballi. Their locality is known generally as the region 
where the modern Servia joins Bulgaria. They reached eastward (in the 
times of Thucydides, ii. 96) as far as the river Oskius or hker, which 
crosses the chain of Hremus from south to north, passes by the modern city 
of Sophia, and falls into the Danube. Now Alexander, in order to conduct 
his army from the eastern bank of the river N estns, near its mouth, to the 
country of the Triballi, would naturally pass through Philippopolis, which 
city appears to have been founded by his father Philip, and therefore 
probably had a regular road of communication to the maritime regions. 
(See Stephanus Byz. v. ~'"'',.,.&,.o.\ts.) Alexander would cross Mount 
Ha:mus, then, somewhere north-west of Philippopolis. We read in the 
year 376 B.C. (Diodor. xv. 36) of an invasion of Abdera by the Triballi; 
which shows that there was a road, not unfit for an army, from their territory 
to the eastern side of the mouth of the river Nest us, where Abdera wa.<; 
situated. This was the road which Alexander is likdy to have followed. 
But he must probably have made a considerable circuit to the eastward; 
for the route which Paul Lucas describes himself as having taken direct from 
Philippopolis to Drama, can hardly have been fit for an army. 

The river Lyginus may perhaps be the modern Isker, but this is not 
certain. The island called Peuke is still more perplexing. Strabo speaks 
of it as if it were near the mouth of the Danube (vii. p. 301-305). But it 
seems impossible that either the range of the Triballi, or the march of 
Alexander, can have extended so far eastward. Sin<Je Strabo (as well as 
Arrian) copied Alexander's march from Ptolemy, whose authority is very 
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great, that not only the Triballi,. but the other autonomous 
Thracians around, sent envoys tendering presents or tribute, 
and soliciting peace. Alexander granted their request. His 
mind being bent upon war with Asia, he was satisfied with 
having intimidated these tribes so as to deter them from rising 
during his absence. What conditions he imposed, we do not 
know, but he accepted the presents.1 

While these applications from "the Thracians were under 
debate, envoys arrived from a tribe of Gauls occupying a 
distant mountainous region westward towards the Ionic Gulf. 
Though strangers to Alexander, they had heard so much of 
the recent exploits, that they came with demands to be admitted 
to his friendship. They were distinguished both for tall stature 
and for boastful language. Alexander readily exchanged with 

good, we are compelled to suppose that there was a second island ca1led 
Peuk~ higher up the river. 

The geography of Thrace is so little known, that we cannot wonder at 
our inability to identify these places. We are acquainted, and that but 
imperfectly, with the two high roads, both starting from Byzantium or 
Constantinople. I. The one (called the King's Road, from having been 
in part the march of Xerxes in his invasion of Greece, Livy, xxxix. 27; 
Herod. vii. IIS) crossjng the Hebrus and the Nestus, touching the northern 
coast of the Ai:gean Sea at Neapolis, a little south of Philippi; then crossing 
the Strymon at Amphipolis, and stretching through Pella across Inner 
Macedonia and Illyria to Dyrrachium (the Via Egnatia). 2. The other, 
taking a more northerly course, passing along the upper valley of the 
Hebrus from Adrianople to Philippopolis, then through Sardica (Sophia) 
and Naissus (Nisch), to the Danube, near Belgrade; being the high road 
now followed from Constantinople to Belgrade. 

But apart from these two roads, scarcely anything whatever is known of 
the country. Especially the mountainous region of Rhodope, bounded on 
the west by the Strymon, on the north and east by the Hebrus, and on the 
south by the Ai:gean, is a Terra Incognita, except the few Grecian colonies 
on the coast. Very few travellers have passed along or described the 
southern or King's Road, while the region in the interior, apart from the 
high road, was absolutely unexplored until the visit of M . .Viquesnel in 1847, 
under scientific mission from the French government. The· brief, but 
interesting account, composed by M. Viquesnel, of this rugged and 
impracticable district, is contained in the "Archives des Missions Scienti. 
fiques et Litteraires" for 1850, published at Paris. Unfortunately, the 
map intended to accompany that account has not yet been prepared; but 
the published data, as far as they go, have been employed by Kiepert in 
constructing his recent map of Turkey in Europe ; the best map of these 
regions now existing, though still very imperfect. The Illustrations 
(Erlauterungen) annexed by .Kiepert to his map of Turkey, show the 
defective data on which the chartography of this country is founded. Until 
the survey of M. Viquesnel, the higher part of the cottrse of the Strymon, 
and nearly all the course of the Nestus, may be said to have been wholly 
unknown. • 

1 Arrian, i. 4, 5 ; Stt·abo, vii. p. 301. 
R 2 
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them assurances of alliance. Entertaining them at a feast, he 
asked, in the course· of conversation, what it was that they 
were most afraid of, among human contingencies? They 
replied, that they feared no man, nor any danger, except only, 
lest the heaven should fall upon them. Their answer dis
appointed Alexander, who had expected that they would name 
him, as the person of whom they were most afraid ; so pro
digious was his conceit of his own exploits. He observed to 
his friends that these Gauls were swaggerers. Yet if we attend 
to the sentiment rather than the language, we shall see that 
such an epithet applies with equal or greater propriety to 
Alexander himself. The anecdote is chiefly interesting as it 
proves at how early an age the exorbitant self-esteem, which we 
shall hereafter find him manifesting, began. That after the 
battle of Issus he should fancy himself superhuman, we can 
hardly be astonished; but he was as yet only in the first year 
of his reign, and had accomplished nothing beyond his march 
into Thrace and his victory over the Triballi. 

After arranging these matters, he marched in a south-westerly 
direction into the territory of the Agrianes and the other 
Pa:onians, between the rivers Strymon and Axius in the highest 
portion of their course. Here he was met by a body of 
Agrianes under their prince Langarus, who had already con
tracted a personal friends!· ·J:l for him at Pella before Philip's 
death. News came tk. the Illyrian Kleitus, son of Bardylis, 
who had been subdued by Philip, had revolted at Pelion (a 
strong post south of lake Lychnidus, on the west side of the 
chain of Skardus and Pindus, near the place where that chain 
is broken by the cleft called the Klissura of Tzangon or I )evol 1) 

-and that the western Illyrians, called Taulantii, under their 
prince Glaukias, were on the march to assist him. Accordingly 
Alexander proceeded thither forthwith, leaving Langarus to 
deal with the Illyrian tribe Autariata:, who had threatened to 
oppose his progress. He marched along the bank and up the 
course of the Erigon, from a point near where it joins the 
Axius.2 On approaching Pelion, he found the Illyrians posted 

1 For the situation of Pelion, compare Livy, xxxi. 33, 34, and the 
remarks of Colonel Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, vol. iii. ch. 28, 
I'· 3 10---3 24. 

2 Assuming Alexander to have been in the territory of the Triballi, the 
modern Servia, he would in this march follow mainly the road which is 
now frequented between Belgrade and Bitolia ; through the plain of 
Kossovo, Pristina, Katschanik (rounding on the north-eastern side the 
Ljubatrin, the north-eastern promontory terminating tl!e chain of Skardus), 
Uschkub, Kuprili, along the higher course of the Axius or Vardar until the 
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in front of the town and on the heights around, awaiting the 
arrival of Glaukias their promised ally. While Alexander was 
making his dispositions for at~ck, they offered their sacrifices 
to the gods ; the victims being three boys, three girls, and 
three black rams. At . first they stepped boldly forward to 
meet him, but before coming to close quarters, they turned 
and fled into the town with such haste that the slain victims 
were left lying on the spot.1 Having thus driven in the 
defenders, Alexander was preparing to draw a wall of circum
vallation round the Pelion, when he was interrupted by the 
arrival of Glaukias with so large a force as to compel him to 
abandon the project. A body of cavalry, sent out from the 
Macedonian camp under Philotas to forage, were in danger of 
being cut off by Glaukias, and were only rescued by the arrival 
of Alexander himself with a reinforcement. In the face of this 
superior force, it was necessary to bring off the Macedonian 
army, through a narrow line of road along the river Eordaikus, 
where in some places there was only room for four abreast, 
with hill or marsh everywhere around. By a series of bold and 
skilful manceuvres, and by effective employment of his battering
train or projectile machines to protect the rear-guard, Alexander 
completely baffled 'the enemy, and brought off his army without 
loss. 2 Moreover these Illyrians, who had not known how to 
make use of such advantages of position, abandoned themselves 
to disorder as soon as their enemy had retreated, neglecting all 
precautions for the safety of their camp. Apprised of this 
carelessness, Alexander made a forced night-march back, at 
the head of his Agrianian division and light troops supported 
by the remaining army. He surprised the Illyrians in their 
camp before daylight. The success of this attack against a 
sleeping and unguarded army was so complete, that the 
Illyrians fled at once without resistance. Many were slain or 
taken prisoners; the rest, throwing away their arms, hurried 
away homeward, pursued by Alexander for a considerable 

point where the Erigon or Tscherna joins that river below Kuprili. Here 
he would be among the P::eonians and Agrianes, on the east-and the 
Dardani and Autariat::e, seemingly on the north and west. If he then 
followed the course of the Erigon, he would pass through the portions of 
Macedonia then called Deuriopia and Pelagonia: he would go between the 
ridges of mountains, through which the Erigon breaks, called Nidje on the 
south, and Babuna on the north. He would pass afterwards to Florina, 
and not to Bitolia. 

See Kiepert's mapi'f these regions-a portio!? of his recent .map of Turkey 
in Europe-and Grise bach's description of theogeneral track. 

1 Arrian. i. 5, 12. 2 Arrian, i, 6, 3-18. 
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distance. The Illyrian prince Kleitus was forced to evacuate 
Pelion, which place he burned, and then retired into the 
territory of Glaukias.1 

Just as Alexander had completed this victory over Kleitus 
and the Taulantian auxiliaries, and before he had returned 
home, news reached him of a menacing character. The 
Thebans had declared themselves independent of him, and 
were besieging his garrison in the Kadmeia. 

Of this event, alike important and disastrous to those who 
stood forward, the immediate antecedents are very imperfectly 
known to us. It has already been remarked that the vote of 
submission on the part of the Greeks to Alexander as Im
perator, during the preceding autumn, had been passed only 
under the intimidation of a present Macedonian force. Though 
the Spartans alone had courage to proclaim their dissent, the 
Athenians, Arcadians, JEtolians, and others, were well known, 
even to Alexander himself, as ready to do the like on any 
serious reverse to the Macedonian arms.2 Moreover the 
energy and ability displayed by Alexander had taught the 
Persian king that all danger to himself was not removed by 
the death of Philip, and induced him either to send, or to 
promise, pecuniary aid to the anti-Macedonian Greeks. We 
have already noticed the manifestation of anti-Macedonian 
sentiment at Athens-proclaimed by several of the most 
eminent orators ·-Demosthenes, Lykurgus, Hyperides, and 
others ; as well as (by active military men like Charidemus and 
Ephialtes,s who probably spoke out more boldly when Alexander 
was absent on the Danube. In other cities, the same sentiment 
doubtless found advocates, though less distinguished; but at 
Thebes, where it could not be openly proclaimed, it prevailed 
with the greatest force. 4 The Thebans suffered an oppression 
from which most of the other cities were free-the presence of 
a Macedonian garrison in their citadel ; just as they had 
endured, fifty years before, the curb of a Spartan garrison after 
the fraud of Phcebidas and Leontiades. It-. this case, as in the 
former, the effect was to arm the macedonising leaders with 
absolute power over their fellow-citizens, and to inflict upon 
the latter not merely the public mischief of extinguishing all 
free speech, but also multiplied individual insults and injuries, 

I Arrian, i. 6, 19--22. 
2 Arrian, i, 7, 5· 8 lElian, V. H. xii. 57· 
4 Demadt!s, {nr<p Ti}s ISwiSfl<ae'Tlas, s. 14. 87)/3ai'o. a< p.e-yur'TOV dxov 

1'ie11p.lw 'T~IV TWV MaKeiS&vwv <f>piK•pcf.v, v<f>' ~· ou p.&vov 'TCts x•i'pas <Tvvel'ie87)11av, 
&.\.\a Kal ... ~JV 1raptmrrlav &.<t>pp71vTo. • • •• 
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prompted by the lust and rapacity of rulers, foreign as well as 
domestic.l A number of Theban citizens, among them the 
freest and boldest spirits, were in exile at Athens, receiving 
from the public indeed nothing beyond a safe home, but 
secretly encouraged to hope for better things by Demosthenes 
and the other anti-Macedonian leaders.2 In like manner fifty 
years before, it was at Athens, and from private Athenian 
citizens, that the Thebans Pelopidas and Mellon had found 
that sympathy which enabled them to organise their daring 
conspiracy for rescuing Thebes from the Spartans. That 
enterprise, admired throughout Greece as alike adventurous, 
skilful, and heroic, was the model present to the imagination 
of the Theban exiles, to be copied if any tolerable opportunity 
occurred. 

Such was the feeling in Greece, during the long absence of 
Alexander on his march into Thrace and Illyria ; a period of 
four or five months, ending at August 335 B.c. Not only was 
Alexander thus long absent, but he sent home no reports of 
his proceedings. Couriers were likely enough to be intercepted 
among the mountains and robbers of Thrace; and even if they 
reached Pella, their despatches were not publicly read, as such 
communications would have been read to the Athenian 
assembly. Accordingly we are not surprised to hear that 
rumours arose of his having been defeated and slain. Among 
these reports, both multiplied and confident, one was even 
certified by a liar who pretended to have just arrived from 
Thrace, to have been an eye-witness of the fact, and to have 
been himself wounded in the action against the Triballi, where 
Alexander had perished.3 This welcome news, not fabricated, 
but too hastily credited, by Demosthenes and Lykurgus,4 was 

. 1 The Thebans, in setting forth their complaints to the Arcadians, stated 
-8Tt ov "~" 1rpbs Tovs "E!\!\'7vas ¢<!\iav 0'1/3a7o< llta!\viTa< /3ov!\op.evo<, Tots 
7rp&.f'p.autv bravE(J'T'Y}U'ctv, oUli' ~vawrlov -riiw (Ei\i\~vwv oVOEv 7rp&.EovTes, ciAAci 
T4 7rap' avro'Ls. 07rb 'TWV MaKell6vwv ~v TV 7r0!\Et ')llVOp.eva f/>tpEtv 
obKETt ~vvdp.evot. obOE T1]v Ooul\elav 07rop.Evt:r.v, oVBE -rAs fJ{3pets 
Opfj.v TO.s els -ret 'i\.e68epa qdJp.a.Ta. 'Y'vop.Evas. · 

See Demades 7rEpl 71/s owlleuaeTias, s. 13, the speech of Cleadas, Justin, 
xi. 4; and (Deinarchus cont. Demosth. s. 20) compare Livy, xxxix. 27-
about the working of the Macedonian garrison at Maroneia, in the time of 
Philip son of Demetrius. 

2 Demades 1repl 7"1/s llwlle~<a<Tfas, Fragm. ad fin. 
a Arrian, i. 7, 3· Kal 'YQ.P 1<al 1ro!\&s b !\o'Yos (of the death of Alexander) 

Kal 7rap4 7r0AAWJI ~rpoi'Ta, 8T< 'T€ xp6vov (m1/v OVI< oli.('YOV l<al 8·n OVOE!J.Ca 
a-y'Yell.[a wal av'TOV af/>ti<'TO, &c. 

4 Demadi!s 1repl 'TltS llw8<1<a<'T(as, ad fin. -/tvlKa l1'1p.DIT8~v1/S 1<al AvKovp-yos 
TtjJ p.€v li.O'Y'f 7rapaTa'T'T6p.evo< 'TOVs Mal<ell6vas"'~vl1Cwv tv Tp<f3a!\71.o'is, !J.Ovov ll' 
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announced to the Athenian assembly. In spite of doubts 
expret>sed by Demades and Phokion, it was believed not only 
by the Athenians and the Theban exiles there present, but also 
by the Arcadians, Eleians, lEtolians and other Greeks. For a 
considerable time, through the absence of Alexander, it remained 
uncontradicted, which increased the confidence in its truth. 

It was upon the full belief in this rumour, of Alexander's 
defeat and death, that the Grecian cities proceeded. The 
event severed by itself their connexion with Macedonia. 
There was neither son nor adult brother to succeed to the 
throne: so that not merely the foreign ascendency, but even 
the intestine unity, of Macedonia, was likely to be broken up. 
In regard to Athens, Arcadia, Elis, A:<~tolia, &c., the anti
Macedonian sentiment was doubtless vehemently manifested, 
but no special action was called for. It was otherwise in 
regard to Thebes. Phrenix, Prochytes, and other Theban 
exiles at Athens, immediately laid their plan for liberating 
their city and expelling the \facedonian garrison from the 
Kadmeia. Assisted with arms and money by Demosthenes 
and other Athenian citizens, and invited by their partisans at 
Thebes, they suddenly entered that city in arms. Though 
unable to carry the Kadmeia by surprise, they seized in the 
city, and put to death, Amyntas, a principal Macedonian officer, 
with Timolaus, one of the leading macedonising Thebans.l 
They then immediately convoked a general assembly of the 
Tl\ebans, to whom they earnestly appealed for a vigorous effort 
to expel the Macedonians, and reconquer the ancient freedom 
of the city. Expatiating upon the misdeeds of the garrison 
and upon the oppressions of those Thebans who governed by 
means of the garrison, they proclaimed that the happy moment 
of liberation had now arrived, through the recent death of 
Alexander. They doubtless recalled the memory of Pelopidas, 
and the glorious enterprise, cherished by all Theban patriots, 
oux opa'TOV brl 'TUV fJ-hfta'TOS V<Kpov TOll 'AA.E~avlipov 7rpoEe71'<0.V • • • • ~f'E lie 
a'Tu•yviJII Kal 7r<p[A.u7roll l¢a.aKov Elva.< p.h auv<ulioKovv'Ta, &c. 

Justin, xi. 2. "Demosthenem oratorem, qui Macedonum deletas omnes 
cum rege copias a Tribal! is affinnaverit, producto in concionem auctore, qui 
in eo prrelio, in quo rex ceciderit, se quoque vulneratum diceret.'' 

Compare Tacitus, Histor. i. 34· "Vi>< dum egresso Pisone, occisum in 
castris Othonem, vagus primum et incertus rumor, mox, ut in magnis 
mendaciis, inteifuisse se quidam, et vidisse a.!firmabant, creduHi famli inter 
gaudentes et incuriosos .... Obvius in palatio Julius Atticus, speculator, 
cruentum gladium ostentans, occisum d se Othonem exclamavit." 

It is stated that Alexander was really wounded in the head by a stone, in 
the action with the Illyrians (Plutarch, Fortun. Alex. i'· 327). 

1 Arrian, i. 7, I; compare Deinarchus cont. Dcmosthenem, s. 75, p. 53· 
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whereby he had rescued the city from Spartan occupation, 
forty-six years before. To this appeal the Thebans cordially 
responded. The assembly passed a vote, declaring severance 
from Macedonia, and autonomy of Thebes-and naming as 
Breotarchs some of the returned exiles, with others of the same 
party, for the purpose of energetic measures against the garrison 
in the Kadmeia.l 

Unfortunately for Thebes, none of these new Breotarchs were 
men of the stamp of Epaminondas, probably not even of Pelo
pidas. Yet their scheme, though from its melancholy result it 
is generally denounced as insane, really promised better at first 
than that of the anti-Spartan conspirators in 380 B.C. The 
Kadmeia was instantly summoned ; hopes being perhaps 
indulged, that the Macedonian commander would surrender it 
with as little resistance as the Spartan harmost had done. But 
such hopes were not realised. Philip had probably caused the 
citadel to be both strengthened and provisioned. The garrison 
defied the Theban leaders, who did .. ~~ ::::~ •'hP.mselves strong 
enough to give orders for an assault, as Pelopidas ~;:hi~ time 
was prepared to do, if surrender had been denied.2 They con
tented themselves with drawing and guarding a double line of 
circumvallation round the Kadmeia, so as to prevent both 
sallies from within and supplies from without. 8 They then sent 
envoys in the melancholy equipment of suppliants, to the 
Arcadians and others, representing that their recent movement 
was directed, not against Hellenic union, but against Mace
danian oppression and outrage, which pressed upon them with 
intolerable bitterness. As Greeks and freemen they entreated 
aid to rescue them from such a calamity. They obtained much 
favourable sympathy, with some promise and even half-perform
ance. Many of the leading orators at Athens-Demosthenes, 
Lykurgus, Hyperides, and others-together with the military 
men Charidemus and Ephialtes-strongly urged their country
men to declare in favour of Thebes and send aid against the 
Kadmeia. But the citizens generally, following Demades and 
Phokion, waited to be better assured both of Alexander's death 
and of its consequences, before they would incur the hazard 
of ope:n hostility against Macedonia, though they seem to 
have declared sympathy with the The ban revolution. 4 Demo
sthenes further went as envoy into Peloponnesus, while the 
Macedonian Antipater also sent round urgent applications to 

1 Arrian, i. 7, 3-17. 
2 Xenoph. Hellere. v. 4, II. See vol. x. ch. lxxvii. of this History. 
s Arrian, i. 7, q. 4 Diodor, xvii. 8. 
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the Peloponnesian cities, requiring their contingents, as mem
bers of the confederacy under Alexander, to act against Thebes. 
The eloquence of Demosthenes, backed by his money, or by 
Persian money administered through him, prevailed on the 
Peloponnesians to refuse compliance with Antipater, and to 
send no contingents against Thebes.1 The Eleians and 
.lEtolians held out general assurances favourable to the 
revolution at Thebes, while the Arcadians even went so far 
as to send out some troops to second it, though they did not 
advance beyond the isthmus.2 

Here was a crisis in Grecian affairs, opening new possibilities 
for the recovery of freedom. Had the Arcadians and other 
Greeks lent decisive aid to Thebes-had Athens acted even 
with as much energy as she did twelve years afterwards during 
the Lamian war, occupying Thermopylre with an army and a 
fleet-the gates of Greece might well have been barred against 
a new Macedonian force, even with Alexander alive and at its 
head. That the struggle of Thebes was not regarded at the 
time, even by macedonising Greeks, as hopeless, is shown by 
the subsequent observations both of .lEschines and Dei
narchus at Athens. .lEschines (delivering five years after
wards his oration against Ktesiphon) accuses Demosthenes 

·of having by his perverse backwardness brought about the 
ruin of Thebes. The foreign mercenaries forming part of 
the garrison of the Kadmeia were ready (.lEschines affirms) to 
deliver up that fortress, on receiving five talents : the Arcadian 
generals would have brought up their troops to the aid of 
Thebes, if nine or ten talents had been paid to them
having repudiated the solicitations of Antipater. Demosthenes 
(say these two orators) having in his possession 300 talents 
from the Persian king, to instigate anti-Macedonian movements 
in Greece, was supplicated by the Theban envoys to furnish 
money for these purposes, but refused the request, kept the 
money for himself, and thus prevented both the surrender of 
the Kadmeia and the onward march of the Arcadians. 3 The 

1 Deinarchus cont. Demosth. p. 14, s. 19. ICal 'Ap1C&.Iiwv -IJ"&wrwv els 
/u9!LOV, ICal 'Tt)V !LEV Trap/).' AV'TI'Ira'Tpov 7rpeu{Jelav lf->rpaiC'TOV a'/rOU'TE<l\ci.v'TwV, &c. 

In the vote passed by the people of Athens some years afterwards, 
awarding a statue and other honours to Demosthen~s, these proceedings 
in Peloponnesus are enumerated among his titles to public gratitude
ICal clJs ~J<r!JJI.VIJ'e flEAO'/rOJIJ/'1/U[ovs ~Trl (i!)fJ{Jas 'AJ\e~ci.v/ipcp /30718ijuat, XpfJ!'-a'Ta 
/ioos Kal aV'TOS Trpeu{Je~uas, &c. (Plutarch, Vit. X. Orator. p. Sso.) 

2 Arrian, i. 10, 2 ; .<Eschines adv. Kte~iphont. p. 634. 
8 .iEschines adv. Ktesiph. p. 634 ; Deinarch. adv. t.lemosth. pp. 15, 16, 

s. 19··22, 
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charge here advanced against Demosthenes appears utterly 
incredible. To suppose that anti-Macedonian movements 
counted for so little in his eyes, is an hypothesis belied by 
his whole history. But the fact that such allegations were 
made by .!Eschines only five years afterwards, proves the 
reports and the feelings of the time-that the chances 
of successful resistance to Macedonia on the part of the 
Thebans were not deemed unfavourable. And when the 
Athenians, following the counsels of Demades and Phokion, 
refused to aid Thebes or occupy Thermopyhe-they perhaps 
consulted the safety of Athens separately, but they receded 
from the generous and Pan-Hellenic patriotism which had 
animated their ancestors against Xerxes and Mardonius.1 

The Thebans; though left in this ungenerous isolation, 
pressed the blockade of the Kadmeia, and would presently 
have reduced the Macedonian garrison, had they not been 
surprised by the awe-strikins:r P.VP.nt-Ale,.~~ :~. au1vw0 '" 
person at Onchestus in B'ceona, at tne nead"Of his viCtorious 
army. The first news of his being alive was furnished by his 
arrival at Onchestus. No one could at first believe the fact. 
The Theban leaders contended that it was another Alexander, 
the son of Aeropus, at the head ,of a Macedonian army of 
relief. 2 

In this incident we may note two features, which characterised 
Alexander to the end of his life ; matchless celerity of move
ment, and no less reniarkable favour of fortune. Had news of 
the Theban rising first reached him while on the Danube or 
among the distant Triballi,-or even when embarrassed in the 

1 See Herod. viii. 143. Demosthen@s in his orations frequently insists 
on the different rank and position of Athens, as compared with those of 
the smaller Grecian states-and on the higher and more arduous obligations 
consequent thereupon.. This is one grand point of distinction between 
his policy and that of Phokion. See a striking passage in the speech 
De Coronit, p. 245, s. 77; and Orat. De Republ. Ordinand. p. 176. s, 37· 

Isokrates holds the same language touching the obligations of Sparta,
in the speech which he puts into the mouth of Archidamus. "No one 
will quarrel with Epidaurians and Phliasians, for looking only how they 
can get through and keep themselves in being. But for Lacedremonians, 
it is impossible to aim simply at preservation and nothing beyond-by any 
means, whatever they may be. If we cannot preserve ourselves with 
honour, we ought to prefer a glorious death." (Isokrates, Orat. vi. Archid. 
s. I06.) 

The backward and narrow policy, which Isokrat@s here proclaims as fit 
for Ep1daurus and Phlius, but not for Sparta-is precisely what Phokion 
always recommended for Athens, even while Philips power was yet nascent 
and unsettled. • 

2 Arrian, i. 7, g. 
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difficult region round Pelion,-he could hardly by any effort 
have arrived in time to save the Kadmeia. But he learnt 
it just when he had vanquished Kleitus and Glaukias, so that 
his hands were perfectly free--and also when he was in a 
position peculiarly near and convenient for a straight march 
into Greece without going back to Pella. From the pass of 
Tschangon (or of the river Devol), near whicli Alexander's last 
victories were gained, his road lay southward, following down
wards in part the higher course of the river Haliakmon, through 
Upper Macedonia or the regions called Eordrea and Elymeia 
which lay on his left, while the heights of Pindus and the 
upper course of the river Aous, occupied by the Epirots called 
Tymphrei and Paraurei, were on the right. On the seventh day 
of march, crossing the lower ridges of the Cambunian moun
tains (which separate Olympus from Pindus and Upper Mace
donia from Thessaly), Alexander reached the Thessalian town 
of ,-,~Tiona. Six days more brought him to the Breotian 
Onchestc.. ' He was already within Thermopylre, before any 
Greeks were aware that he was in march, or even that he was 
alive. The question about occupying Thermopylre by a 
Grecian force was thus set aside. The difficulty of forcing 
that pass, and the necessity of forestalling Athens in it by 
stratagem or celerity, was present to the mind of Alexander, 
as it had been to that of Philip, in his expedition of 346 B.c. 
against the Phokians. 

His arrival, in itself a most formidable event, told with 
double force on the Greeks from its extreme suddenness. We 
can hardly doubt that both Athenians and Thebans had com
munications at Pella-that they looked upon any Macedonian 
invasion as likely to come from thence-and that they expected 
Alexander himself (assuming him to be still living, contrary to 
their belief) back in his capital before he began any new enter
prise. Upon this hypothesis-in itself probable, and such as 
would have been realised if Alexander had not already 
advanced so far southward at the moment when he received 
the news 2 -they would at least have known beforehand of his 
approach, and would have had the option of a defensive com
bination open. As it happened, his unexpected appearance in 

1 An·ian, i. 7, 6. See, respecting this region, Colonel Leake's Travels 
in Northern Greece, ch. vi. p. 300-304; ch. xxviii. p. 303-305, &c. ; and 
for Alexander's line of march, the map at the end of the volume. 

2 Diodorus (xvii. 9) incorrectly says that Alexander came back un
expectedly from Thrace. Had this been the fact, lie would have come 
by Pella. 
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the heart of Greece precluded all combinations, and checked 
all idea of resistance. 

Two days after his arrival in Breotia, he marched his army 
round Thebes, so as to encamp on the south side of the city; 
whereby he both intercepted the communication of the The bans 
with Athens, and exhibited his force more visibly to the 
garrison in the Kadmeia. The Thebans, though alone and 
without hope of succour, maintained their courage unshaken. 
Alexander deferred the attack for a day or two, in hopes that 
they would submit; he wished to avoid an assault which might 
cost the lives of many of his soldiers, whom he required for 
his Asiatic schemes. He even made public proclamation,1 

demanding the surrender of the anti-Macedonian leaders 
Phrenix and Prochytes, but offering to any other Theban who 
chose to quit the city, permission to come and join him on the 
terms of the convention sworn in the preceding autumn. A 
general assembly being convened, the macedonising Thebans 
enforced the prudence of submission to an irresistible force. 
But the leaders recently returned from exile, who had headed 
the rising, warmly opposed this proposition, contending for 
resistance to the death. In them, such resolution may not be 
wonderful, since (as Arrian 2 remarks) they had gone too far to 
I-iope for lenity. As it appears however that the mass of 
citizens deliberately adopted the same resolution, in spite of 
strong persuasion to the contrary,3 we see plainly that they had 
already felt the bitterness of Macedonian dominion, and that 
sooner than endure a renewal of it, sure to be yet worse, 
coupled with the dishonour of surrendering their leaders-they 
had made up their minds to perish with the freedom of their 
city. At a time when the sentiment of Bellas as an autonomous 
system was passing away, and when Grecian courage was de
generating into a mere instrument for the aggrandisement of 
Macedonian chiefs, these countrymen of Epaminondas and 
Pelopidas set an example of devoted self-sacrifice in the cause 
of Grecian liberty, not less honourable than that of Leonidas 
at Thermopyh:e, and only less esteemed because it proved 
infructuous. 

In reply t0 the proclamation of Alexander, the Thebans 
made from their walls· a counter-proclamation, demanding the 
surrender of his officers Antipater and Philotas, and inviting 
every one to join them, who desired, in concert with the 
Persian king and the Thebans, to liberate the Greeks and put 

1 Diodor. xvii. 9 ~Plutarch, Alexand. 11. 
2 Arrian, i. 7, 16. 3 Diodor. xvii. 9· 
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down the despot of Hellas.1 Such a haughty defiance and 
retort incensed Alexander to the quick. He brought up his 
battering engines and prepared everything for storming the 
town. Of the murderous assault which followed, we find 
different accounts, not agreeing with each other, yet not wholly 
irreconcileable. It appears that the Thebans had erected, 
probably in connexion with their operations against the 
Kadmeia, an outwork defended by a double palisade. Their 
walls were guarded by the least effective soldiers, metics and 
liberated slaves; while their best troops were bold enough to 
go forth in front of the gates and give battle. Alexander 
divided his army in~o three divisions; one under Perdikkas 
and Amyntas, against the outwork-a second, destined to com
bat the Thebans who sallied out-and a third, held in reserve. 
Between the second of these three divisions, and the Thebans 
in front of the gates, the battle was so obstinately contested, 
that success at one time seemed doubtful, and Alexander was 
forced to order up his reserve. The first Macedonian success 
was gained by Perdikkas, 2 who, aided by the division of Amyntas 

I Diodor. xvii. 9· 
2 The attack of Perdikkas was represented by Ptolemy, from whom 

Arrian copies (i. 8, I), not only as being the first and only attack made qy 
the Macedonian army on Thebes, but also as made by Perdikkas without 
ot·ders from Alexander, who was forced to support it in order to preserve 
Perdikkas from being overwhelmed by the Thebans. According to Ptolemy 
and Arrian, therefore, the storming of Thebes took place both without the 
orders, and against the wishes, of Alexander ; the capture moreover was 
effected rapidly With little trouble tO the beseiging army (-h ctl\c.>O"LS a,• ol\{')'OV 
-re t<al ob {vv 'ITOV'IJ -rwv ~ll.ov-rwv ~vv•v•xOeiua, Arr. i. 9, 9): the 
bloodshed and pillage were committed by the vindictive sentiment of the 
Bowtian allies. 

Diodorus had before him a very different account. He affirms that 
Alexander both combined and ordered the assault-that the Thebans 
behaved like bold and desperate men, resisting obstinately and for a long 
time-that the slaughter afterwards was committed by the general body of 
the assailants; the Bceotian allies being doubtless conspicuous among them. 
Diodoms gives this account at some length, and with his customary rhetorical 
amplifications. Plutarch and Jus tin are more brief; but coincide in the 
same general view, and not in that of Arrian. Polyrenus again (iv. 3, 12) 
gives something different from all. 

To me it appears that the narrative of Diodorus is (in its basis, and 
striking off rhetorical amplifications) more credible than that of Arrian. 
Admitting the attack made by Perdikkas, I conceive it to have been a 
portion of the general plan of Alexander. I cannot think it probable that 
Perdikkas attacked without orders, or that Thebes was captured with little 
resistance. It was captured by one assault (.IEschinSs adv. Ktesiph. p. 
524), but by an assault well combined and stoutly contested-not by one 
begnn without preparation or order, and successfu I afteooardly any resistance. 
Alexander, after having offered what he thought liberal terms, was not the 
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and also by the Agrianian regiment and the bowmen, carried 
the first of the two outworks, as well as a postern gate which 
had been left unguarded. His troops also stormed the second 
outwork, though he himself was severely wounded and borne 
away· to the camp. Here the Theban defenders fled back 
into the city, along the hollow way which led to the temple of 
Herakles, pursued by the light troops, in advance of the rest. 
Upon these men, however, the Thebans presently turned, 
repelling them with the loss of Eurybotas their commanding 
oHicer and seventy men slain. In pursuing these bowmen, the 
ranks of the Thebans became somewhat disordered, so that 
they were unable to resist the steady charge of the Macedonian 
guards and heavy infantry coming up in support. They were 
broken, and pushed back into the city; their rout being 
rendered still more complete by a sally of the Macedonian 
garrison out of the Kadmeia. The assailants being victorious 
on this side, the Thebans who were maintaining the combat 
without the gates were compelled to retreat, and the advancing 
Macedonians forced their way into the town along with them. 
Within the town,. however, the fighting still continued; the 
The bans resisting in organised bodies as long as they could; 
_;:.,.: .. :.vu :..w~.._ .. , '";u 'e~•~ung even Slli!:)~c-;,iJ.nded. None of 
the military population sued for mercy; most of them were 

man to shrink from carrying his poif!t by f0rce ; nor would the Thebans 
have refused those terms, unless their minds had been made up for strenuous 
and desperate defence, without hope of ultimate success. 

What authority Diodorus followed, we do not know. He may have 
followed Kleitarchus, a contemporary and an A<:olian, who must have had 
good means of information respecting such an event as the capture of Thebes 
(see Geier, Alexandri M. Historiarum Scriptores relate suppares, Leips. 
I844, p. 6-IS2 ; and Vossius, De Historicis Grrecis, i. x. p. 90, ed. 
Westermann). I have due respect for the. authority of Ptolemy, but I 
cannot go along with Geier and other critics who set aside all other 
witnesses, e,·en contemporary, respecting Alexander, as worthy of little 
credit, unless where such witnesses are confirmed by Ptolemy or Aristobulus. 
We must remember that Ptolemy did not compose his book until after he 
became king of Egypt, in 306 B.C. ; nor indeed until after the battle of 
Ipsus.in 30I, according to Geier (p. 1); at least twenty-nine years after the 
sack of Thebes. Moreover, Ptolemy was not ashamed of what Geier calls 
(p. I I) the "pious fraud" of announcing, that two speaking serpents con
ducted the army 'of Alexander to the holy precinct of Zeus Ammon (Arrian, 
iii. 3). Lastly, it will be seen that the depositions which are found in other 
historians, but not in Ptolemy and Aristobulus, relate principally to matters 
discreditable to Alexander. That Ptolemy and Aristobulus forgot or omitted, 
is in my judgement far more probable, than that other historians invented. 
Admiring biographe~s would easily excuse themselves for refusing to pro
claim to the world such acts as the massacre of the Branchidre, or the 
dragging of the wounded Batis at Gaza. 
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slain in the streets ; but a few cavalry and infantry cut their 
way out into the plain and escaped. The fight now de
generated into a carnage. The Macedonians with their 
Preonian contingents were incensed with the obstinate resist
ance; while various Greeks serving as auxiliaries-Phokians, 
Orchomenians, Thespians, Platreans,-had to avenge ancient 
and grievous injuries endured from Thebes. Such furious 
feelings were satiated by an indiscriminate massacre of all who 
came in their way, without distinction of age or sex-old men, 
women, and children, in houses and even in temples. This 
wholes;;tle slaughter was accompanied of course by all the 
plunder and manifold outrage with which victorious assailants 
usually reward themsel ves.l 

More than five hundred Macedonians are asserted to have 
been slain, and six thousand The bans. Thirty thousand captives 
were collected.2 The final destiny of these captives, and of 
Thebes itself, was submitted by Alexander to the Orchomenians, 
Platreans, Phokians, and other Grecian auxiliaries in the assault. 
He must have known well beforehand what the sentence of 

'such judges would be. They pronounced, that the city of 
Thebes should be razed to the ground : that the Kadmeia 
alone should be maintained, as a military post with ]\{acerlonian 
garrison : that the Theban territory should be distributed 
among the allies themselves : that Orchomenus and Platrea 
should be rebuilt and fortified : that all the captive Thebans, 
men, women, and children, should be sold as slaves-except
ing only priests and priestesses, and such as were connected 
by recognised ties of hospitality with Philip or Alexander, 
or such as had been proxeni of the Macedonians : that 
the Thebans who had escaped should be proclaimed outlaws, 
liable to arrest and death, wherever they were found; and that 
every Grecian city should be interdicted from harbouring them.3 

This overwhelming sentence, in spite of an appeal for lenity 
by a The ban 4 named Kleadas, was passed by the Grecian 
auxiliaries of Alexander, and executed by Alexander himself, 
who made but one addition to the excepting clauses. He left 
the house of Pindar standing, and spared the descendants of 
the poet. With these reserves, Thebes was effaced from the 
earth. The Theban territory was partitioned among the re
constituted cities of Orchomenus and Platrea. Nothing, except 

1 Arrian, i. 8; Diodor. xvii. 12, 13. 
2 Diodorus (xvii. 14) and Plutarch (Alexand. II. agree in giving the 

totals of 6000 and JO,ooo. 
8 Arrian, i. 9; Diodor, J>Vii, 14. 4 Justin, xi. 4. 
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the Macedonian military post at the Kadmeia, remained to 
mark the place where the chief of the Bceotian confederacy 
had once stood. The captives were all sold, and are said to 
have yielded 440 talents; large prices being offered by bidders 
from feelings of hostility towards the city.l Diodorus tells us 
that this sentence was passed by the general synod of Greeks. 
But we are not called upon to believe that this synod, sub· 
servient though it was sure to be when called upon to deliberate 
under the armed force of Alexander, could be brought to 
sanction such a ruin upon one of the first and most ancient 
Hellenic cities. For we learn from Arrian that the question 
was discussed .and settled only by the Grecian auxiliaries who 
had taken part with Alexander; 2 and that the sentence there
fore represents the bitter antipathies of the Orchomenians, 
Platreans, &c. Without doubt, these cities had sustained 
harsh and cruel treatment from Thebes. In so far as they 
were concerned, the retribution upon the The bans was merited. 
Those persons, however, who (as Arrian tells us) pronounced 
the catastrophe to be a divine judgement upon Thebes for 
having joined Xerxes against Greece 3 a century and a half 

- ~-~•M., -must have forgotten that not only the Orchomenians, 
b1o1t even Alexanaer ut •• _;:.,"._..::~ .. , :~:- -""'P~".ke and predecessor 
of the destroying conqueror, had served in the army or acu.:~ 
along with the Thebans. 

Arrian vainly endeavours to transfer frm .. _ ~lexander to the 
minor Bceotian towns the odium of this cruel destruction, 
unparalleled in Grecian history (as he himself says), when we 
look to the magnitude of the city; yet surpassed in the aggre
gate by the subversion, under the arms of Philip, of no less 
than thirty-two free Chalkidic cities, thirteen years before . 

. The known antipathy of these Bceotians was invoked by 
Alexander to colour an infliction which satisfied at once his 
sentiment, by destroying an enemy who defied him-and his 
policy, by serving as a terrific example to keep down other 
Greeks.4 But though such were the views which governed 

1 Diodor. xvii. I4; Justin, xi. 4; "pretium non ex ementium commodo, 
sed ex inimicorum odio extenditur." 

2 Arrian, i. 9, I3· Tols 0~ ,.IE'rauxovcrt 'TOV lp')'OU ~U!J-!J-ctXOLS, oTs oh ICC<l 
t11'1Tpe1jlev 'All.l~avopos Ta tcaTa Tas li'J~{Jas ota8elvat, ~oo~e, &c. 

3 Arrian, i. 9, ro. He informs us (i. 9, I2) that there were many 
previous portents which foreshadowed this ruin : Diodorus (xvii. ro), on 
the contrary, enumerates many previous signs, all tending to encourage the 
Thebans. . 

4 Plutarch, Alex. I,. .;, 1'-h 11'671.ts 1\ll.w ""l o<ap7rucr6e7ua /CaT€0'1<ctcp1/, TO 
,.,.Ev 8Aov wpo0'001cf}qa.v-ros a.bToV ToVs f'Ei\i\'l]vas 1rdOH TTJAHcoiJ'TCf d«7t'Aa.'YI:vras 
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him at the moment, he came afterwards to look back upon 
the proceeding with shame and sorrow. The shock to Hellenic 
feeling, when a city was subverted, arose not merely from the 
violent extinction of life, property, liberty, and social or political 
institutions-but also from the obliteration of legends and the 
suppression of religious observances, thus wronging and pro
voking the lecal gods and heroes. We shall presently find 
Alexander himself sacrificing at Ilium, I in order to appease 
the wrath of Priam, still subsisting and efficacious, against 
himself and his race, as being descended from N eoptolemus 
the slayer of Priam. By his harsh treatment of Thebes, he 
incurred the displeasure of Dionysus, the god, of wine, said 
to have been born in that city, and one of the principal figures 
in Theban legend. It was to inspirations of the offended 
Dionysus that Alexander believed himself to owe that un
governable drunken passion under which he afterwards killed 
Kleitus, as well as the refusal of his Macedonian soldiers to 
follow him farther into India.2 If Alexander in after days 
thus repented of his own act, we may be sure that the like 
repugnance was felt still more strongly by others; and we can 
understand the sentiment under which, a few years after his 

1<0.\ ?1"'1"-iJ~av'TaS a'!"pep.-fJcrew, ftAAWS 'TE 1<0.\ ICO.AAW?I"llTO.!J.EVDV xapf(ecr6al 'TOtS 

-rfiw crvp.p.&.xwv i"f~<ll.'hp.o.cr•v. 
1 Arrian, i. II, 13. To illustrate further the feeling of the Greeks, 

respecting the wrath of the gods arising from the discontinuance of worship 
where it had been long continued-! transcribe a passage from Colonel 
Sleeman's work respecting the Hindoos, whose religious feelings are on 
so many points analogous to those of the Hell@nes :-

"Human sacrifices were certainly offered in the city of Saugor during 
the whole Mahratta government, up to the year r8oo-when they were 
put a stop to by the local governor, Assa Sahib, a very humane man. I 
once heard a learned Brahmin priest say, that he thought the decline of his 
(Assa Sahib's) family and government arose from this innovation. 'There 
is (said he) no sin in not offering human sacrifices to the Gods, where 
none have been offered; but where the Gods have been accustomed to them, 
they are Ve>JI naturally annoyed when the rite is abolished, and visit the 
tJ!ace and people with all kinds tif calamity.' The priest did not seem to 
think that there was anything singular in this mode of reasoning: perhaps 
three Brahmin priests out of four would have reasoned in the same manner." 
(Sleeman, Rambles and Recollections of an Indian Official, vol. i. ch. xv. 
p. 130.) 

2 Plutarch, Alex. 13: compare Justin, xi. 4; and Isokrates ad Philipp. 
(Or. v. s. 35), where he recommends Thebes to Philip on the ground of 
pre-eminent worship towards Herakles. 

It deserves notice, that while Alexander himself repented of the destruc
tion of Thebes, the macedonising orator at Athens describes it as a just, 
though deplorable penalty, brought by the Thebans•upon themselves by 
reckless insanity of conduct (.IEschines adv. Ktesiph. p. 524). 
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Charidemus. Of these the first four were eminent orators, the 
last two military men; all strenuous advocates of an anti 
Macedonian policy. Alexander in his letter denounced th( 
ten as the causes of the battle of Chreroneia, of the offensivr 
resolutions which had been adopted at Athens after the deat' 
of Philip, and even of the recent hostile proceedings of t~ 
Thebans.l This momentous summons, involving the right 
free speech and public debate at Athens, was submitted 
the assembly. A similar demand had just been made ur 
the Thebans, and the consequences of refusal were to be n·. 
no less plainly in the destruction of their city than in th. 
threats of the conqueror. That even under such trying cir 
cumstances, neither orators nor people failed in courage· ·· w' 
know as a general fact; though we have not the advantag' 
(as Livy had in his time) of reading the speeches made in th< 
debate.2 Demosthenes, insisting that the fate of the citizen 
generally could not be severed from that of the specific victim~ 
is said to have recounted in the course of his speech, the ole 
fable-of the wolf requiring the sheep to make over to hin 
their protecting dogs, as a condition of peace-and the1 
devouring the unprotected sheep forthwith. He, and thos• 
·!emanded along with him, claimed the protection of th• 
people, in whose cause alone they had incurred the wr~tl 
of the conqueror. Phokion on the other hand-silent at first 
and rising only under constraint by special calls from th• 
popular voice-contended that there was not force enougl 
to resist Alexander, and that the persons in question must h 
given up. He even made appeal to themselves individual!) 
reminding them of the self-devotion of the daughters o 
Erechtheus, memorable in Attic legend-and calling on then 
to surrender themselves voluntarily for the purpose of avertin 
public calamity. He added, that he (Phokion) would rejoio 
to offer up either himself, or his best friend, if by such sacrifio 
he could save the city.3 Lykurgus, one of the orators whos· 
extradition was required, answered this speech of Phokio1 
with vehemence and bitterness; and the public sentimen 
went along with him, indignantly repudiating Phokion's advicE 

1 Arrian, i. 10, 6; Plutarch, Vit. X. Orat. p. 847. ~~~.,.., ab.,.J 
(Demosthenes) a?rElli.WP .; p.n liol'IO'«P. Diodor. xvii. 15; Plutarct 
Demosth. 23. 

~ Livy, ix. 18. "(Alexander), adversus quem Alhenis, in civitate fract 
Macedonum armis, cernente tum maxi me prope fumantes Thehnrum ruina 
concionari libere ansi sint homines,-id quod ex monumentis orationut 
patet," &c. • 

a Plutarch, Phokion, 9-17; Diodor. xvii. 15. 
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until some years later, and did not exist at the time when Imilkon, with the Carthagiman army, lay before Syracuse in 395-394 B.C. 


