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Though the authorship of a research paper is usually attr1buted to a 
, person, the sociological research is mainly a joint affair. During the course of 

study, many people contr1bute to it in one way or the other. As such, while I 
bear the full re$pons1bility of the interpretations and conclusions, like to express 
my sincere gratitude to those who were extremely helpful in sparing their 
invaluable time and energy to this project. 

_ First of all, I must express my sincere tributes to my teacher and guide, 
Dr. N C Chowdhury, Professor (Retired), Department of Sociology and Social 
Anthropology, University of North Bengal, for his careful guidance, invaluable 
suggestions and constant encouragements. He took keen interest all along and 
spared considerable time for me. Without his help, this challenging task would 
not have been completed. 

I want to express my gratitude to Dr. 1\jam!fa Chowdhury, Department 
of Sociology and Social Anthropology, University of North Bengal for her 
suggestions and encouragements throughout the course of my study. I also !tke 
to express my indebtedness to Dr. Rajatsubhra Mukherjee and Dr.$.R. NiiD 
Handa/, Department of Sooology and Social Anthropology, University of North 

~;,-:: -{ Bengal for their invaluable suggestiohs in the initial periods of the. study. 

I must pay my sincere gratJtude to Dr. Aswini Pal, Reader, Department 
of Agricultural Economics, B1dhan Chandra Krishi Vtswavrdyalaya, North Bengal 
Campus for h1s immense help towards framing the d!scriminate fundlon analysis 
in Chapter- VII and Chapter- VIII in particular and towards the study in general. He 
spared considerable time for me, often by sparing his extremely valuable time 
and depriving his own research students also. 

Much debts are due to Dr. Sekhar Sirkar, Principal CoochBehar College 
for h1s help and inspiration to me throughout the penod of study. I am also very 
much indebted to Bi;oy Bi[Jari Sam, Ledurer, Deptt. Of Sooology, Tufanganj 
College and Dr. Maloy Ranjan Sarkar, Deptt. of Economics, Coach Behar 
College for their constant ass1stance and encouragements. I should pay my 
reverence to Dr. Atanu Sarkar, Ledurer, B1dhan Chandra Knshi VtswaVIdyalaya 
for his initial inspiration for this field of study. 

I am deeply indebted to the Managing Diredor, West Bengal Sch. Castes 
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I Tnbes Development and Finance Corporation Calcutta for his kind permission 
to carry out the study. l1y thanks are also due to my colleagues of West Bengal 
Sch. Castes/ Tnbes Development and Finance Corporation, Coach Behar and 
jalpaiguri Branches for their constant inspiration and help to carry on the study. 

I must pay my sincere thanks to Shn· San;"eev Chopra, I.A. S., the Additional 
Distrid Magistrate, Coach Behar (now transferred elsewhere) who took keen 
interest in the study and helped me in distrtbuting the questionnaires to the 

. eleded panchayats through the Panchayat Deptt, Coach Behar. I am grateful to 
the officials of Panchayat Department, Coach Behar for their cooperation and 
help in this respect 

I want to express my indebtedness to my friends Shri Sudarshan Barman 
. (who is also my colleague), Dr. Binayak Roy, MBBS and Shri Goutam 
Chakraborty, Teacher, Mekhligani High School for arranging the 
accommodations and field setting for me during the field study. I also feel 
indebted to my friend Dr. Atanu Nandy, t1. D.· (Associate Professor, Deptt of 
Microbiology, Kt1. C, Mangalore) for his constant inspiration for the pro;"ect I 
feel paucity of words to express my indebtedness to my friend Shri Tapan Kr. 
Saha, of M;S Rabindra Press, Coach Behar for his immense help, starting from 
the printing of the schedules and questionnaires down to the binding of the 
thesis. 

I feel indebted to the Centre-In-Charge and Staffs, Coach Behar College 
· Computer Centre for their sincere teaching which helped me in preparing this 
thesis on my own. I also remember the help ofShri Kaushtk Das of D.t1. Office, 
Coach Behar in this respect 

I mournfully remember the loving memory of my mother who passed 
away to her heavenly abode injuly, I 991. She had been a constant source of 
inspiration to me during these years. I dedicate this work to her memory. 

. Last, but not least, I must pay my gratitude to my family, to my aunt Mrs. 
Pranati Bhattach~rya and to my wife, Sudeshna, who tried their best to spare me 
undisturbed in tay-to-day familial affairs. Who has been negleded most during 
this long period pf research work is my little son, Mayukh. Without his tolerance 
and patience, c~mpletion of this work would have been difficult 
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