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HISTORY OF GREECE 
'1: 

PART II, 

HISTORICAL GREECE 
(Continued) 

. CHAPTER. XV, 
'·' 

ASIATIC DORIANS f .. 

'I'IiE islands of Rhodes, Kos, Syrrie, Nisyros, Kasus, and 
Karpathus; are .represented in the Homeric catalogue as 
furnishing troops to the Grecian armament before Troy. 
Historical Rhodes, and historical · Kos, are occupied by 
Dorians, the. former with its three sepa,rate cities of Lind us, . 
J alysus, and Kameirus. · Two other Dorian· cities, l:ioth on the 
adjacent continent; are joined with· these lour as mempers of 
an Amphiktyony on the Triopian promontory or south-wes"tern 
corner of Asia Minor-:.:-thus constituting, an Hexapolis, includ
ing Halikarnassus; Knidus, Kos, Lind us, J alysus, and Kameirus. 
Knidus was situated on the Triopianpromontory itself; Hali
karriassus more to the northward, on the northern coast of the 
Keramic Gulf: neither of the two are named in Homer. 

The legendary account of the origin 0f these Asiatic Oorians 
has already been given, and we are compelled to accept their 
Hexapolis as a portion of the earliest Grecian history, of which 
no previous account can be rendered. The circumsta;nce of 
Rhodes and Kos. being included in the Catalogue of the Iliad 
leads us to suppose that they were Greek at an earlier' period 
than the Ionic or' JEolic settlements. It may be remarked 

~
at both the brothers Alltiphus and Pheidippus from Kos, and 
lepolemus ~rom Rho?es, are Herak.· leids,.:....: the only··.Herakleids 
ho figure m the Iliad : and. the deadly combat between 
lepolemus and Sarpedon may perhaps be im heroic copy 
rawn from real contests, which doubtless often took,~place 
etween the Rhodians and their neighbours the Lyki<ms. 

•VOL. IV. I B 
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That Rhodes and Kos were already Dorian at the period of 
the Homeric Catalogue, I see no reason for doubting. They 
are not called Dorian in that Catalogue, but we may well ; 
suppose that the name Dorian had not at that early period 
come to be employed as a great distinctive class name, as it 
was afterwards used in contrast with Ionian and JEolian. In 
relating the history of Pheidon of Argos, I have mentioned 
various reasons for suspecting that the trade of the Dorians on 
the eastern coast of the Peloponnesus was considerable at an 
early period, and there may well have been Doric migrations 
by sea to Krete and Rhodes, anterior to the time of the Iliad. 

Herodotus tells us that the six Dorian towns, which had 
established their Amphiktyony on the· Triopian promontory, 
were careful to admit none of the neighbouring Dorians to 
partake of it. Of these neighbouring Dorians, w~ make out 
the islands of Astypalrea, and Kalynmre,1 Nisyrus, Karpathus, 
Syme, Telus, Kasus, and Chalkia; also, on the continental 
coast, Myndus, situated on the same peninsula with Hali
karnassus-and Phaselis, on the eastern coast of Lykia towards 
Pamphylia. The strong coast-rock of Iasus, midway between 
Miletus and Halikarnassus, is said to have been originally 
founded by Argeians, but was compelled in consequeqce of 
destructive wars with the Karians to admit fresh settlers and a 
Neleid CEkist from Miletus.2 Bargylia and Karyanda seem to 
have been Karian settlements more or less hellenised. There pro
bably were other Dorian towns, not specially known to us, upon 
whom this exclusion from the Trio pian solemnities was brought 
to operate. The six amphiktyonised cities were in course 
·of time reduced to five, by the exclusion of Halikarnassus : 
the reason for which (as· we are told) was, that a citizen of 
Halikarnassus, who had gained a tripod as priZe, violated the 
regulation, which required that the tripod should always be 
consecrated as an offering in the Triopian temple, in order 
that he might carry it off to decorate his own house.3 The 
Dorian Amphiktyony was thus contracted into a Pentapolis. 
At what time this incident took place we do not know, nor is 
it perhaps unreasonable to conjecture that the increasing pre
dominance of the Karian element at Halik'arnassus had some 
l'ffect in producing the exclusion, as well as the individual 
misbehaviour of the victor Agasikles. 

1 See the Inscriptions in Boeckh's collection, 2483-267r: the latter is a: 
Jlasian Inscription, reciting a Doric decree by the inhabitants of Kalymnre; 
also Ahrens, De Dialecto Dorica, p. r5, 553; Diodor. v. 53, 54· 

2 Polyh. xvi. 5· 3 Herodot. i. I44· 



Natives of A~ia Minor 

CHAPTER' XVI 
, . I : 

NATIVES OF ASIA MINOR WITH W:HOM THE GREEKS BECAME 

CONNECTED 

FROM the Grecian settlements on the coast'of Asia Mihor, 
and on the adjacent islands, our attention must now be turhed 
to those.non-Hellenic kingdoms and people wit!) whom they 
there ca.me in c~ntact.. : · ... . . . j . 

Our. mformahon with respect to• all of them Is unhappily 
very scanty. 'A:nd we shall nof improve our narrativej by 
taking the catalogue, presented in the Iliad, of allies of Troy, 
and construing it as if it were a chapter of geography. If \:my 
proof were wanting of the unpromising results of such a 
proceeding, we may find it in tl).e co,nfusion which dar~ens 
so much of the work of Strabo--,who perpetually turns aside 
from the actual and ascertainable condition of the count\-ies 
which he is describing, to conjec~ui:es on Homeric antiquity, 
often announced as if they were ti1;1questionable facts. Wllere 
the Homeric geography is confirmed by other ~vidence, I we 
note the fact with' satisfaction ; wh~re it stands unsupported, 
or difficult to reconcile with other statements, :we cadnot 
venture to reason up~m it as in it~elf a substantial testim4ny. 
The author. of the Ihad, as he has ~ongregated together a vast 
body of the different sections' of Gr~eks for the attack of \the 
co~secr<:-ted ~ill- of Iliu~, ·so . he h~s also sum~ox:ed all 

1
the 

vanous mhabitants of Asia .Muior ;to co-operate m Its defence. 
He has planted ;portions of the·, Kilikians and Lykians, wHose 
historical existence is .on the southern coast, in the immediate 
vicinity of the Troad.. Those only will complain of this )vho, 
have accustomed themselves to regard him as an historian'or 
geographer. lf we are content to read him only as the first 
of poets, we shall no more quarrel with him for a geographical 
misplacement, than with his successor Arktinus for bringing 
on the··ba(tle-field of Ilium the Amazons or the JEthiopia11s. 

The geography nf Asia Minor is even now very imperfectly 
known,I and the matters ascertained respecting its .ancient 

1 For the general geography of Asia Minor, see Albeit Forbiger, Hand
. !>UCh der Alt. Geogr. part ii.sect. 61, and an instructive little treatise, Fiinf 
, ~nschriften urrd ftinf Stadte in Klein Asien, by Franz and Kiepert, Berlin 

1840, with a map of Phrygia annexed. The latter is particularly valuable 
las showing us how much yet remains to be made out : it is not unfrequently 
fthe practice with the compilers of geographical manuals to make a show of 
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one from another, perhaps not mutually intelligible. The 
Karians, Lydians and Mysians recognised a certain degree of 
brotherhood with each other, attested by common religious 
sacrifices in the temple of Zeus Karios at Mylasa.I But it is 
by no means certain that each of these nations mutually 
comprehended each other's speech. Herodotus, from whom 
we derive the knowledge of these common sacrifices, acquaints 
us at the same time that the Kaunians in the south-western 
corner of the peninsula had no share in them, though speaking 
the same language as the Karians. He does not, however, 
seem to consider identity or difference of language as a test of 
national affinity. 

Along the coast of the Euxine, from the Thracian Bosphorus 
eastward to the river Halys, dwelt Bithynians or Thynians, 
Mariandynians and Paphlagonians-all recognised branches of 
the widely-extended Thracian race. The Bithynians especially, 
in the north-western portion of this territory, reaching from the 
Euxine to the Propontis, are often spoken of as Asiatic 
Thracians-while on the other hand various tribes among the 
Thracians of Europe are denominated Thyni or Thynians : 2 

so little difference was there in the population on the two 
sides of the Bosphorus, alike brave, predatory, and sanguinary. 
The Bithynians of Asia are also sometimes called Bebrykians, 
under which denomination they extend as far southward as 
the Gulf of Kios in the Propontis.3 They here come in 
linguists, after much groundless assertion on the part of those who preceded 
them, have shown that the Armenian language belongs in its structure to 
the Indo-Germanic family, and is essentially distinct from the Semitic: see 
Ritter, Erdkunde, West-Asien, b. iii. abth. iii.; Abschn. i. 5, 36, p. 
577-582. Herodotus rarely takes notice of the language spoken, nor does 
he on this occasion, when speaking of the river Halys as a boundary. 

1 Herodot. i. I 70, I 7 I. 
2 Strabo, vii. p. 295-303; xii. pp. 542, 564, 565, 572: Herodot. i. 28; 

vii. 74, 75: Xenophon. Hellenic. i. 3, 2; Anabasis, vii. 2, 22-32. Man
nert, Geographie der Gn..und Romer, b. viii. ch. ii. p. 403. 

3 Dionys. Perieget. 8os ; Apollodorus, i. g, 20. Theokritus puts the 
Bebrykians on the coast of the Euxine-Id. xxii. 29; Syncell. p. 340, Bonn. 
The story in Appian, Bell. Mithridat. init. is a singular specimen of Grecian 
fancy, and anxiety to connect the antiquities of a nation with the Trojan 
war. The Greeks whom he followed assigned the origin of the Bithynians 
to Thracian followers of Rhesus, who fled from Troy after the latter 
had been killed by DiomMes : Dolonkus, eponym of the Thracians in 
the Chersonesus, is called brother of Bithynus (Steph. Byz. a&> .. a-yKos
Bt8vvla). 

The name Maptav-8vvol, like Bt-8uvol, may probably be an extension or 
compound of the primitive evval; perhaps also BeflpuK<S stands in the same 
relation to Bplyes or if>puyts. Hellanikus wrote evp.flpwv, fl.vp.flptov (Steph. 
Byz. in v.). 



Nati~~s of Asia Minor 7 
contact with Mygdonians, Mysians and Phrygians. Along the 

·southern coast of the Propontis, between the rivers Rhyndakus 
and .tEsepus, in immediate neighbourhood with the powerful 
Greek colony of Kyzikus, appear the Doliones; next, Pelas
gians at Plakia and Skylake ; then again, along the CO;l.st of 
the Hellespont near Abydus and LampsakusJ and occupying 
a portion of the Troad, 'we find mention · made Of other 
Bebrykians.l In the interior of the Troad, or the region of 
Ida, are Teukrians and Mysians. The latter seem to extend 
southward down to Pergamus and · the region of Mount 
Sipylus, and eastward to the mountainous region called the 
Mysian Olympus, south of the lake Askanius, near which they 
join with the Phrygians.2 

As far as any positive opinion can be formed respecting 
nations of whom we know so ·little, it would appear that the 
Mysians and Phrygians are a sort of connecting link between 
Lydians and Karians on one side, and Thracians (European 
as well as Asiatic) on the other-a remote ethnical affinity 
. pervading the whole. Ancient migrations are spoken of in 
both directions across the Hellespont and the Thracian Bos
phorus. It was the opinion of some that Phrygians, Mysians 
and Thracians had immigrated into ·Asia from Europe ; and 
the Lydian historian Xanthus referred the arrival of the 
Phrygians to an epoch subsequent to the Trojan war.3 On 
the other hand, Herodotus speaks of a vast body of Teukrians 
and Mysians, who, before the Tr.ojan war, had crossed the 
strait frorri Asia into Europe, expelled many of the European 
Thracians from their seats, crossed the Strymon and the 
Macedonian rivers, and penetrated as far southward as· the 
river Peneus in Thessaly-as far westward as the Ionic Gulf. 
This Teukro-Mysian migration (he tells us) brought about two 
consequences : first, the establishment near the riv~r Strymon 
of the Preonians, who called themselves Teukrian colonists; 4 

next, the crossing into Asia of many of the dispossessed 
Thracian tribes from the neighbourhood of the Strymon into 
the north-western region of Asia Minor, by which the Bithynian 

Kios is Mysian in Herodotus, v. 122 : according io Sky lax, the coast from 
the Gulf of Astakus to that of Kios is Mysia (c. 93). 

1 Charon of Lampsakus, Fr. 7, ed. Didot. XJ.pwv 8~ </>7Jrrl ~eal Thv 
Act}ll}ctK7)VWV xrflpa.v 7rpOT·epa.v B•/3pvllla.v llCtAEt0'8a.t U?TO TOW KU.TO!K7)<rci.VT«'V 
a.bThv B•/3pvKwY· To 8~ '}evo.s a.bTwv iJcpJ.vuiTa.t 8ta ToiJs -y•voJlevovs ,.oXeJlovs. 
Strabo, xiii. p. 586; Conon, Narr. 12; Dionys. Hal. i. 54· 

2 Hekatreus, Frag. 2.04, ed. Didot; Apollod6r. i. 9, rs·; Strabo, xii. p. 
564-575· 

3 Xanth. Fragm. 5, ed. Didot. ' Herodot. vii. 20-75. 
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or Asiatic Thracian people was formed. The Phrygians also 
are supposed by some to have originally occupied an European 
soil on the borders of Macedonia near the snow-clad Mount 
Bermion, at which time they were called Briges,-an appellative 
name in the Lydian language equivalent to freemen or Franks: 1 

while the Mysians are said to have come from the north-eastern 
portions of European Thrace south of the Danube, known 
under the Roman empire by the name of Mcesia.2 But with 
respect to the Mysians there\vas also another story, according 
to which they were described as colonists emanating from the 
Lydians ; put forth according to that system of devoting by 
solemn vow a tenth of the inhabitants, chosen by lot, to seek 
settlements elsewhere, which recurs not unfrequently among 
the stories of early emigrations, as the consequence of distress 
and famine. And this last opinion was supported by the 
character of the Mysian language, half Lydian and half 
Phrygian, of which both the Lydian historian Xanthus, and 
Menekrates of Elrea,s (by whom the opinion was announced,) 
must have been very competent judges. 

From such tales of early migration both ways across the 
Hellespont and the Bosphorus; all that we can with any 
certainty infer is, a certain measure of affinity among the 
population of Thrace and Asia Minor-especially visible in 
the case of the Phrygians and Mysians. The name and 
legends of the Phrygian hero Midas are connected with 
different towns throughout the extensive region of Asiatic 
Phrygia-Kelrenre, Pessinlls, Ankyra,4 Gordium-as well as 
with the neighbourhood of Mount Bermion in Macedonia. 
The adventure whereby Midas got possession of Silenus, 
mixing wine with the spring of which he drank, was localised 
at the latter place as well as at the town of Thymbrion, nearly 
at the eastern extremity of Asiatic Phrygia. 5 The name 

1 Strabo, vii. p. 295 ; xii. p. 550: Herodot. vii. 73: Hesych. v. 
Bpl•ta. · 

2 Strabo, vii. p. 295; xii. pp. 542, 564, 571, where he cites the geographer 
Artemidllrus. In the passage of the Iliad (xiii. 5), the MvO'ol "-'YX~JLaXa< 
appear to be conceived by the poet in European Thrace ; but Apollod8rus 
does not seem to have so construed the passage. Niebuhr (Kleine Schriften, 
p. 370) expresses himself more confidently than the evidence warrants. 

3 Strabo, xii. p. 572 ; Herodot. vii. 74· 
4 Diodor. iii. 59; Arrian, ii. 3, I ; Quint. Curt. iii. r, 12; Athenre. x. p. 

415. We may also notice the town of Ko-rv&Etov near Mtil&.etov in Phrygia, 
as connected with the name of the Thracian goddess Kotys (Strabo, x. p. 
470; xii. p. 576). 

~ Herodot. viii. 138; Theopompus, Frag. 74, 75, 76, Didot (he intro
duced a long dialogue between Midas and Silenus-Dionys. Halik. Vett. 



Natives of Asia Minor 9 
Mygdonia, and the eponymous hero Mygd6n, belong not less 
to the European territory near the river Axius (afterwards a 
part of Macedonia) than to the Asiatic coast of the eastern 
Propontis, between Kios and the river Rhyndakus.1 Otreus 
and Mygd6n are the commanders of the Phrygians in the 
Iliad; and the river Odryses, which flowed through the terri
tory of the Asiatic Mygdonians into the Rhyndakus, affords 
another example of homonymy with the Odrysian Thracians 2 

in Europe. And as these coincidences of names and legends 
conduct us to the idea of. analogy and affinity between 
Thracians and Phrygians, so we find Archilochus, the earliest 
poet remaining to us who mentions them as contemporaries, 
coupling the two in the same simile.8 To this early Parian 
Iambist, the population on the two sides of the Hellespont 
appears to have presented similarity of feature and customs. 

To settle with any accuracy the extent and condition of 
these Asiatic nations during the early days of Grecian settle
ment among them is impracticable. The problem was not to 
be solved even by the ancient geographers, with their superior 
means of knowledge. The early indigenous distribution of the 

Script. Censur. p. 70 ; Theon. Progymnas. c. 2) ; Strabo, xiv. p. 68o ; 
Xenophon. Anabas. i. 2, 13. 

1 Strabo, xii pp. 575, 576; Steph. Byz. Mv'Y~ovla; Thucyd. ii. 99· The 
territory Mygdonia and the Mygdonians, in the distant region of Mesopo
tamia, eastward of the river Chaboras (Plutarch, Lucullus, 32 ; Polyb. v. 
51 ; Xenophon, Anab. iv. 3, 4), is difficult to understand, since it is 
surprising to find a branch of these more westerly Asiatics in the midst of 
the Syro-Arabian population •. Strabo (xv. p. 747) justly supposes it to date 
only from the times of the Macedonian conquest of Asia, which would 
indeed be disproved by the mention of the name in Xenophon ; but this 
reading in the text of Xenophon is rejected by the best recent editors, since 
several MSS. have Map~&vtot in place of Mv'Y~&vtot. See Forbiger, Hand
buch der Alten Geographie, Part ii. sect. g8, p. 628. 

2 Iliad, iii. 188; Strabo, xii. p. 551. The town of Otrcea, of which Otreus 
seems to be the eponymus, was situated in· Phrygia just on the borders of 
Bithynia (Strabo, xii .. p .. 566). · 

B Archiloch. Fragm .. 28 Schneid., 26 Gaisf.-
•••••• wrm•p av>.w fJpvTov ~ ep~<~ O.viJp 
•H if>pb~ e{Jpv~<, &c: 

The passage is too corrupt to support any' inference, except the near approxi
mation in the poet's mind of Thracians and Phrygians. The phrase o.uA.rji 
f3pv-rov /3p6(Ew is probably to be illustrated by the Anabasis of Xenophon 
(iv. 5, 27), where he describes· the half-starved Greek soldiers refreshing 
themselyes in the Armenian villages. They found there large bowls full of 
barley-wine or beer, with the grains of. barley floating in it. They drank 
the liquid by sucking through long reeds or straws wiiliout.any joint in them 
(1<&.A.al'o' 'Y&va-ra ov1< txovns) which they found put there for the express. 
purpose. 

P. ? 
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Phrygian population is unknown to us ; for even the· division 
into the Greater and Lesser Phrygia belongs to a period at 
least subsequent to the Persian conquest (like most of the 
recognised divisions of Asia Minor), and is only misleading if 
applied to the period earlier than Crresus. It appears that the 
name Phrygians, like that of Thracians, was a generic desig
nation, and comprehended tribes or separate communities who 
had also specific names of their own. We trace Phrygians at 
wide distances : on the western bank of the river Halys-at 
Kelrenre, in the interior of Asia Minor, on the upper course of 
the river Mreander-and on the coast of the Propontis near 
Kios. In both of these latter localities there is a salt lake 
called Askanius, which is the name both of the leader of the 
Phrygian allies of Troy and of the country from whence they 
are said to come, in the Iliad.1 They thus occupy a territory 
bounded on the south by the Pisidian mountains-on the 
west by the Lydians (indicated by a terminal pillar set up by 
Crresus at Kydrara 2) on the east by the river Halys, on the 
other side of which were Kappadokians or Syrians :-on the 
north by Paphlagonians and Mariandynians. But it seems 
besides this, that they must have extended farther to the west, 
so as to occupy a great portion of the region of Mount Ida 
and the Troad. For Apollodorus considered that both the 
Doliones and the Bebrykians were included in the great 
Phrygian name ; 3 and even in the ancient poem called 
·• Phoronis' (which can hardly be placed later than 6oo B.c.), 
the Daktyls of Mount Ida, the great discoverers of metallurgy, 
are expressly named Phrygian.4 The custo:q1 of the Attic 
tragic poets to call the inhabitants of the Troad Phrygians, 
does not necessarily imply any translation of inhabitants, but 
an employment of the general name, as better known to the 
.audience whom they addressed, in preference to the less 

1 Iliad, ii. 873 ; xiii. 792 : Arrian, i. 29: Herodot. vii. 30. The 
.boundary of the Phrygians southward towards the Pisidians, and westward 
as well as north-westward towards the Lydians and Mysians, could never be 
distinctly traced (Strabo, xii. pp. 564, 576, 628) : the volcanic region called 
Katakekaumen8 is referred in Xenophon's time to Mysia (Anabas. i. 2, ro) : 
-compare the remarks of Kiepert in the treatise above referred to, Ftinf 
Inschriften und fiinf Stiidte, p. 27. 

2 Herodot. i. 72 ; vii. 30. 
3 Strabo, xiv. p. 678 : compare xiii. p. 586. The legend makes Dolidn 

son of Sil@nus, who is so much connected with the Phrygian Midas 
~Alexand . .IEtolus ap. Strab. xiv. p. 68r). 

4 Phor6nis, Fragrn. 5, ed. Dlintzer, p. 57-
....•. iv6a. yOl')n~ 
'ISat'ot <})puyE~ 3.vSpe~, bpiaTepot, oi~a8' Evcttov, &c. 
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notorious specific name-just as the inhabitants of Bithynia 
might be described either as Bithynians or as Asiatic Thracians .. 

If (as the language of Herodotus and Ephorus 1 would seem 
to imply) we suppose the Phrygians to be at a considerable 
distance from the coast and dwelling only in the interior, it 
will be difficult to explain to ourselves how or where the early 
Greek colonists came to be so much influenced by them ; 
whereas the supposition that the tribes occupying the Troad 
and ~he region of Ida were Phrygians elucidates this point. 
And the fact is incontestable, that both Phrygians and Lydians 
did not only modify the religious manifestations of the Asiatic 
Greeks, and through them of the Grecian world generally
but also rendered important aid towards the first creation of 
the Grecian musicaL scale. Of this the denominations of the 
scale afford a proof. 

Three primitive musical modes were employed by the 
Greek poets, in the earliest times of which later authors could 
find any account-the Lydian, which was the most acute
the Dorian, which was the most grave-and 'the Phrygian, 
intermediate between the two ; the highest note of the Lydian 
being one tone higher, that of the Dorian one tone lower, than 
the highest note of the Phrygian scale.2 Such were the three 
modes or scales, each including only a tetrachord, upon which 
the earliest Greek masters worked : many other scales, both 
higher and lower, were subsequently added. It thus appears 
that the earliest Greek music was, in large proportion, borrowed 
from Phrygia and Lydia. When we consider that in the eighth 
and seventh centuries before the Christian ~ra, music and 
poetry conjoined (often also with dancing1 or . rhythmical 
gesticulation) was the only intellectual manifestation known 
among the Greeks-:-and moreover, that in the belief of all the 
ancient writers, every musical mode had its own peculiar 
emotional influences, powerfully modified the temper of 
hearers, and was intimately connected with the national 
worship-,:-.we shall see that this transmission of the musical 
modes implies much both of communication and interchange 
between the Asiatic Greeks and the indigenous population of 
the continent. Now the fact of communication between the 
Ionic and the LEolic Greeks, and their eastern neighbours,. the 
Lydians, is easy to comprehend generally, though we have no 
details as to the way in which it took place. But we do not 

1 Ephorus ap. Strabo, xiv. p. 67S; Herodot. v. 49· . 
2 See the learned and valuable Dissertation of Boeckh, De Metris Pin

dari, iii. 8, p. 235-239. 
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distinctly see where it was that the Greeks came so much into 
contact with the Phrygians, except in the region of Ida, the 
Troad, and the southern coast of the Propontis. To this 
region belonged those early Phrygian musicians (under the 
heroic names of Olympus, Hyagnis, Marsyas), from whom the 
Greeks borrowed.1 And we may remark that the analogy 
between Thracians and Phrygians seems partly to hold in 
respect both to music and to religion ; since the old mythe in 
the Iliad, wherein the Thracian bard Thamyris, rashly con
tending in song with the Muses, is conquered, blinded and 
stripped of his art, seems to be the prototype of the very 
similar story respecting the contention of Apollo with the 
Phrygian Marsyas 2-the cithara against the flute ; while the 
Phrygian Midas is further characterised as the religious disciple 
of Thracian Orpheus. 

In my previous chapter relating to the legend of Troy, a men
tion has been already made of the early fusion of the ..cEolic 
Greeks with the indigenous population of the Troad. It is 
from hence probably that the Phrygian music with the flute as 
its instrument-employed in the orgiastic rites and worship of 
the Great Mother in Mount Ida, in the Mysian Olympus, and 
other mountain regions of the country, and even in the Greek 
city of Lampsakus 4-passed to the Greek composers. Its 

1 Plutarch, De Music&, c. 5, 7, p. I 132; Aristoxenus ap. Athen::e. xiv. 
p. 624 ; Aikman, Frag. 104, ed. Bergk. 

Aristoxenus seems to !tave considered the Phrygian Olympus as the 
great inventive genius who gave the start to Grecian music (Plutarch, 
ib. p. II35-II4I): his music was employed almost entirely for hymns 
to the gods, religious worship, the Metr6a or ceremonies in honour of 
the Great Mother (p. II40). Compare Clemen. Alexand. Strom. i. 
p. 306. 

Maprr6as may perhaps have its etymology in the Karian or Lydian 
language. ::Savas was in Karian equivalent to 'Tci.q,os (see Steph. Byz. 
v. ::Sovar~.\a) : M<i was one of the various names of Rhea (Steph. Byz. 
v. Mci.rr'Ttwpa). The word would have been written Maprrova.s by an .iEolic 
Greek. 

Marsyas is represented by Telestes the dithyrambist as a satyr, son of a 
nymph-vvf'cf>arevei' X••poK'TV'II'Cjl cf>7Jpl Map<TV'f 1<.\~os (Telestes ap. Athenre. 
xiv. p. 617. 

2 Xenoph. Anab. i. 2, 8; Homer. Iliad, ii. 595; Strabo, xii. p. 578 : 
the latter connects Olympus with Kelrenre, as well as Marsyas. Justin, xi. 
7 : "Mida, qui ab Orpheo sacrorum solemnibus initiatus, Phrygiam 
religionibus implevit." 

The coins of Midaeion, Kadi, and Prymnessus, in the more northerly 
portion of Phrygia, bear the impress of the Phrygian hero Midas (Eckhel, 
Doctrina Nummorum Vet. iii. p. 143-168). 

s Part I. ch. xv. p. 290. 
' The fragment of Hipp6nax mentioning an eunuch of Lampsakus, rich 
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introduction is coreval with the earliest facts respecting Grecian 
music, and must have taken place during the first century of 
the retorded Olympiads. In the Homeric poems we find no 
allusion to it, but it may probably have contributed to stimu
late that development of lyric and elegiac composition 'which 
grew up amongst the post-homeric .I.Eolians and Ionians, to the 
gradual displacement of the old epic. · Another instance of the 
fusion of Phrygians with Greeks is to be found in the religious 
ceremonies of Kyzikus, Kius, and Prusa, on the southern and 
south-eastern coasts of the Propontis. At the first of the three 
places, the worship of the Great Mother of the Gods was cele
brated with much solemnity on the hill of Dindymon, bearing 
the same name as that mountain in the interior, near Pessinus, 
from whence Cybele derived her principal surname of· Dindy
mene.l · The analogy between the Kretan and Phrygian re
ligious practices has been often·noticed, and confusion occurs 
not unfrequently between Mount Ida in Krete and the moun
tain of the same name in the Troad ; while the Teukrians of 
Gergis in the Troad---..:who were not yet hellenised even at the 
time of the Persian invasion, and who were affirmed by the 
elegiac poet· Kallinus to have immigrated from Krete-if they 
were not really Phrygians, differed so little from them as to be 
called such by the poets. 

The Phrygians are celebrated by Herodotus for the abund
ance both of their flocks and their agricultural produce.2 The 
excellent wool for which Miletus was always renowned· came 
in part from the upper valley of the river Mreander, which they 
inhabited. He contrasts them in this respect with the Lydians, 
among whom the attributes and capacities of persons dwelling 
in cities are chiefly brought to our view : much gold and 
silver, retail trade, indigenous games, unchastity of young 
women, yet combined with thrift and industry.s Phrygian 
cheese and salt provisions-Lydian unguents,4 carpets and 

and well-fed, reveals to us the Asiatic habits, and probably worship, in that 
place (Fragm. 26, ed. Bergk)- . 

f>Vvva.v T~ 1C4l p.V1"1'11;)1"0v -iJJ.Llp~ tr«cra.t; 
Aa.c.Wp.tvos, Wvrrep Ao.p.1/1Cr.q~t; WvoVxo~, &c. 

1 Strabo, xii. p. 564-575; Herodot. iv. 76. 
1 Herodot. v. 49· wo71.vwpo/3aTwTa'T91 Kal wo71.vKap7r0TaTOI. · 
1 llerodot. i. 93, 94- . 
4 Trf.ptxos f>pfrytiJP (Eupolis, Marik. Fr. 23, p. 506, Meincke)-'Tup&s, 

Athen~~e. xii. SI6-IO"x4aes, Alexis ap. Athenre. iii. 75: some Phrygians 
however had never seen a fig-tree (Cicero pro Fiacco, c. 17). 

Carpets of Sardis (Athen:;e. v. 197): fJDtVtKl3•s ~aplitavtKal (Plato, 
Comicus ap. Athenre. ii. 48) ; 'Ael f>•71.6p.vpo11 ... a" 'I"O lrf.p8eCA>v "(iiiiJS (Alexis 
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coloured shoes-acquired notoriety. Both Phrygians and . 
Lydians are noticed by Greek authors subsequent to the 
establishment of the Persian empire as a people timid, submis
sive, industrious, and useful as slaves-an attribute not 
ascribed to the Mysians,l who are usually described as brave 
and hardy mountaineers, difficult to hold in subjection : nor 
even true respecting the Lydians, during the earlier times 
anterior to the complete overthrow of Crresus by Cyrus ; for 
they were then esteemed for their warlike prowess. Nor was the 
different character of these two Asiatic people yet effaced even 
in the second century after the Christian rera. For the same 
Mysians, who in the time of Herodotus and Xenophon gave 
so much trouble to the Persian satraps, are described by the 
rhetor Aristeides as seizing and plundering his property at 
Laneion near Hadriani-while on the contrary he mentions 
the Phrygians as habitually coming from the interior towards 
the coast regions to do the work of the olive-gathering.2 

During the times of Grecian autonomy and ascendency, in the 
fifth century B.c., the conception of a Phrygian or a Lydian 
was associated in the Greek mind with ideas of contempt and 
servitude, 3 to which unquestionably these Asiatics became 
fashioned, since it was habitual with them under the Roman 
empire to sell their own children into slavery 4-a practice 

ap. Atheme. xv. p. 6gr, and again ib. p. 6go); n&oas Of IToiKcll.os p.du6ll.71s 
.1Kdll.mrn Avowv Kall.bv tp'Yo" (Sappho, Fragm. 54, ed. Schneidewin ; 
Schol. Aristoph. Pac. II74l· 

1 Xenophon, Anabas. i. 6, 7 ; iii. 2, 23 ; Memorab. iii. 5, 26, aKovTc<TTal 
Mvuoi ; .t'Eschyl. Pers. 40, a/3pooiacTOI Av'iioc. 

2 Aristeid. Orat. xxvi. p. 346. The ll.o<f>os ~ ATvos was very near to this 
place Laneion, which shows the identity of the religious names throughout 
Lydia and Mysia (Or. xxv. p. 318). About the Phrygians, Aristeides, 
Orat. xlvi. p. 308, Twv Of 'll"ll.ovuiwv g,.f(a •ls Thv f171"<popiav a'll"aipovuw, 
tfJu7r<p ol .Ppv'Y<s ,.r;, ~ll.awv g,EKa Tijs uvll.ll.o'Yijs. 

The declamatory prolixities of Aristeides offer little reward to the 
reader except these occasional valuable evidences of existing custom. 

3 Hermippus ap. Athenre. i. p. 27. 'Avopd7ro'ii' .lK .Ppv'Yias, &c., the 
saying ascribed to Sokrates in .t'Elian, V. H. x. 14; Euripid. Alcest. 691 ; 
Xenophon, Agesilaus, i. 21 ; Strabo, vii. p. 304; Poly b. iv. 38. The 
Thracians sold their children into slavery-( Herod. v. 6) as the Circassians 
do at present (Clarke's Travels, val. i. p. 378). 

twli.OT<pos ll.a'Y?;, .Ppv'Y&s was a Greek proverb (Strabo, i. p. 36 : compare 
Cicero pro Fiacco, c. 2 7 ) . 

• 4 .Ji'hi]l>strat. Vit. Apollon. viii. 7, 12, p. 346. The slave-merchants 
•. s'eem to·nave visited Thessaly, and to have bought slaves at Pagasre; these 
were either P.enests sold by their masters out of the country, or perhaps 
non-Greeks procured from the borderers in the interior (Aristoph. Plutus, 
52t; fLermippus ap. Athenre. i. p. 27. Al na'Ya<Tal 'iJovll.ovs Kal <TT•'YP."Tias 
w'ap~xovch : 



Natives of Asia Minor 15 
certainly very rare among the Greeks, even when they too had 
become confounded among the mass of subjects of imperial 
Rome. But we may fairly assume that this association of 
contempt with the name of a Phrygian or a Lydian did not 
prevail during the early period of Grecian Asiatic settlement, 
or even in the time of Aikman, Mimnermus, or Sappho, down 
to 6oo B.c. We first trace evidence of it in a fragment of 
Hipponax. It began with the subjection of Asia Minor gene
rally. first under Crcesus 1 ·and then under Cyrus, and with the 
sentiment of comparative pride which grew up afterwards in 
the minds of European Greeks. The ns,tive Phrygian tribes 
along the Propontis, with whom the Greek colonists came in 
contact-Bebrykians, Doliones, Mygdonians, &c.-seem to 
have been agricultural, cattle-breeding, and horse-breeding ; 
yet more vehement and warlike . than the Phrygians of the 
interior, as far at least as can be made out by their legends. • 
The brutal but gigantic Amykus, son of Poseidon, chief of the 
Bebrykians, with whom Pollux contends in boxing-and his 
brother Mygd6n, to whom Herakles is opposed-are samples 
of a people whom the Greek poets considered ferocious, and 
not submissive ; 2 while the celebrity of the horses of Erich
thonius, Laomed6n, and Asius of Arisbe, in the Iliad, shows 
that horse-breeding was a distinguishing attribute of the region 
of Ida, not less in the mind of Homer than in that of Virgil. 3 

According to the legend of the Phrygian town of Gordium 
on the river Sangarius, the primitive Phrygian king Gordius 
was originally a poor husbandman, upon the yoke of whose 
team, as he one· day tilled his field, an eagle perched and 
posted himself. Astonished at this portent, he consulted the 
Telmissean augurs to know what it meant, when a maiden of 
the prophetic breed acquainted him that the kingdom was 
destined to his family. He espoused her, and the offspring of 
the marriage was Midas. Sedition afterwards breaking out 

1 Phrygian slaves seem to have been numerous at Mil~tus in the time of 
Hipp8nax, Frag. 36, ed. Bergk-

Ka.~ ToVs uoJ\.o(Kov~, ~~~ AO.~wcrt, rrEpvticn.v, 
tllpvytl~ p.Ev E~ MtA1]ToV O.>..rfunVuovras· 

2 Theocrit. Idyll. xxii. 47-133; Apollon. Rhod. i. 937-954; ii. 5-140 ; 
Valer. Flacc. iv. 100; Apollod8r. ii. 5, 9· 

3 Iliad. ii. 138; xii. 97; xx. 219; Virgil, Georgie, iii. 27D-

"Illas d_ucit,';'mor(equas) trans Gargara, transque sonante~'\ Of NO~llf 
Ascamum, &c. ~.. ~ 

Klausen. (JEneas und _d_ie Penaten, vi> I. i. PJ=!· ~2-56, 1~107~ has put . 
tog~ther w1th great erud1t10n all the legendary mdJcations~spectillli.. t.h.:if. 
regwns. 24006 ~ ~- • 

• • 1 l I Ill 10CO ~- -~ 
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among the Phrygians, they were directed by an oracle, as the 
only means of tranquillity, to choose for themselves as king the 
man whom they should first see approaching in a waggon. 
Gordius and Midas happened to be then coming into the 
town in their waggon, and the crown was conferred upon them. 
Their waggon, consecrated in the citadel of Gordium to Zeus 
Basileus, became celebrated from the insoluble knot whereby 
the yoke was attached, and from the severance of it after
wards by the sword of Alexander the Great. Whosoever could 
untie the knot, to him the kingdom of Asia was portended, 
and Alexander was the first whose sword both fulfilled the 
condition and realised the prophecy.1 

Of these legendary Phrygian names and anecdotes we can 
make no use for historical purposes. We know nothing of 
any Phrygian kings, during the historical times; but Herodo
tus tells us of a certain Midas son of Gordius, king of Phrygia, 
who was the first foreign sovereign that ever sent offerings to 
the Delphian temple, anterior to Gyges of Lydia. This Midas 
dedicated to the Delphian god the throne on which he was in 
the habit of sitting to administer justice. Chronologers have 
referred the incident to a Phrygian king Midas placed by 
Eusebius in the tenth Olympiad-a supposition which there 
are no means of verifying. 2 There may have been a real 
Midas king of Gordium ; but that there was ever any great 
united Phrygian monarchy, we have not the least ground for 
supposing. The name Gordius son of Midas again appears in 
the legend of Crresus and Solon told by Herodotus, as part of 
the genealogy of the ill-fated prince Adrastus : here too it 
seems to represent a legendary rather than a real persori. 8 

Of the Lydians I shall SReak in the following chapter. 
I 

CHAPTER XVII 

LYDIANS-MEDES-CIMMERIANS-SCYTHIANS 

THE early relations between the Lydians and the Asiatic 
Greeks, anterior to the reign of Gyges, are not better known 
to 'us than those of the Phrygians. Their native music 

1 Arrian, ii. 3 ; Jus tin, xi. 7. 
According to another ta,le, Midas was son of the Great Mother herself 

(Plutarch, Cresar, 9; Hygin. fab. 191). 
2 Herodot. i. 14, with Wesseling's note. 8 Herodot. i. 34 
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became partly incorporated with the Greek, as the Phrygian 
music was; to which it was very analogous, both in instru
ments and in character, though the Lydian mode was con
sidered by the ancients as more effeminate and enervating. 
The flute was used alike by Phrygians and Lydians, passing 
from both of them to the Greeks. But the magadis or pectis 
(a harp with sometimes as many as twenty strings, sounded 
two together in octave) is said to have been borrowed by the 
Lesbian Terpander from the Lydian banquets.l The flute
players who acquired esteem among the early Asiatic Greeks 
were often Phrygian or Lydian slaves; and even the poet 
Aikman, who gained for himself permanent renown among the 
Greek lyric poets, though not a slave born at Sardis, as is 
sometimes said, was probably of Lydian extraction. 

It has been already mentioned that Homer knows nothing 
.of Lydia or Lydians. He names Mreonic.ns iri juxtaposition • 
with Karians, and we are told by Herodotus that the people 
once c~lled Mreonian received the new appellation of Lydian 
from Lydus son of Atys. Sardis, whose almost inexpugnable 
citadel was situated on a precipitous rock on the northern side 
of the ridge of Tmolus, overhanging the plain of the river 
Hermus, was the capital of the Lydian kings. It is not named 
by Homer, though he mentions both Tmolus and the neigh
bouring Gygrean lake : the fortification of it was ascribed to an 
old Lydian king named Meles, and strange legends were told 
concerning it.2 Its possessors were enriched by the neigh
bourhood of the river Paktolus, which flowed down from 
Mount Tmolus towards the Hermus, bringing considerable 
quantities of gold in its sands. To this cause historians often 
ascribed the abundant treasure belonging to Crcesus and his . 
predecessors. But Crcesus possessed, besides, other mines 
near Pergamus ; 8 while another cause of wealth is also to be 
found in the general industry of the Lydian people, which the 
circumstances mentioned respecting them seem to attest. They 
v.:«.re the first people (according to Herodotus) who ever carried 
on retail trade; and the first to coin money ofgold and silver.( 

The archreologists of Sardis in the time of Herodotus (a 
century after the Persian conquest) carried very far back the 
antiquity of the Lydian monarchy, by means. of a series of 
names which are iB great part, if not altogether; divine and 

1 Pindar. ap. Athenre. ·xiv. p. 635; compare Telest@s ap. Athen;JC, xiv. 
p. 626 ; Pausa.n. ix. 5, 4 · 

2 Herodot; i. 84 . 9 Aristot. MirabiL Auscultat. 52 •. 
4 Herodot. i. 9~· 
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heroic. Herodotus gives us first Manes, Atys, and Lydus
next a line of kings beginning with Herakles, twenty-two in 
number, succeeding each other from father to son and lasting 
for 505 years. The first of this line of Herakleid kings was 
Agr6n, descended from Herakles in the fourth generation
Herakles, Alkreus, Ninus, Belus, and Agr6n. The twenty
second prince of this Herakleid family, after an uninterrupted 
succession of father and son during sos years, was Kandaules, 
called by the Greeks Myrsilus the son of Myrsus. With him 
the dynasty ended, and ended by one of those curious inci
dents which Herodotus has narrated with his usual dramatic, 
yet unaffected, emphasis. It was the divine will that Kan
daules should be destroyed, and he lost his rational judgement. 
Having a wife the most beautiful woman in Lydia, his vanity 
could not be satisfied without exhibiting her naked person to 
Gyges son of Daskylus, his principal confidant and the com
mander of his guards. In spite of the vehement repugnance 
of Gyges, this resolution was executed ; but the wife became 
aware of the inexpiable affront, and took her measures to 
avenge it. Surrounded by her most faithful domestics, she 
sent for Gyges, and addressed him,-" Two ways are now open 
to thee, Gyges : take which thou wilt. Either kill Kandaules, 
wed me, and acquire the kingdom of Lydia-or else thou must 
at once perish. For thou hast seen forbidden things, and 
either thou, or the man who contrived it for thee, must die." 
Gyges in vain entreated to be spared so terrible an alternative : 
he was driven to the option, and he chose that which promised 
safety to himself.l The queen, planting him in ambush be
hind the bed-chamber door, in the very spot where Kandaules 
had placed him as a spectator, armed him with a dagger which 
he plunged into the heart of the sleeping king. 

Thus ended the dynasty of the Herakleids; yet there was a 
large party in Lydia who indignantly resented the death of 
Kandaules, and took arms against Gyges. A civil war ensued, 
which both parties at length consented to terminate by reference 
to the Delphian oracle. The decision of that holy referee being 
given in favour of Gyges, the kingdon of Lydia passed to his 
dynasty, called the Mermnadre. But the ora<;le accompanied 
its verdict with an intimation that in the person of the fifth 
descendant of Gyges, the murder of Kandaules would be 
avenged-a warning of which (Herodotus innocently remarks) 

1 Herodot. i. 13. a.lptera.t a.bTos 7r<ptiiva.t-a phrase to which Gibbon 
has ascribed an intended irony which it is difficult to discover in 
Herodotus. 



Lydians-Medes-Cimmerians 19 
no one took any notice, until it was actually fulfilled in the 
person of Crcesus.l 

In this curious legend, which marks the commencement of 
the dynasty called Mermnadre, the historical kings of Lydia
we cannot determine how much, or whether any part, is his
torical. Gyges was probably a real man, contemporary with 
the youth of the poet Archilochus ; but the name Gyges is also 
an heroic name in Lydian archreology. · He is the eponymus 
of the Gygrean lake near Sardis. Of the many legends told 
respecting him, Plato has preserved one, according to which, 
Gyges is a mere herdsman of the king of Lydia : after a terrible 
storm and earthquake he sees near him a chasm in the earth, 
into which he descends and finds a vast horse of brass, hollow 
and partly open, wherein there lies a gigantic corpse with a 
golden ring. This ring he carries away, and discovers unex
pectedly that it possesses the miraculous property of rendering 
him invisible at pleasure. Being sent on a message to the 
king he makes the magic ring available to his ambition. He 
first possesses himself of the person of the queen, then with her 
aid assassinates the king, and finally seizes the sceptre.2 

The legend thus recounted by Plato, thoroughly Oriental in, 
character, has this one point in common with the Herodotean, 
that the adventurer Gyges, through the favour and help of the 
queen, destroys the king and becomes his successor. Feminine 
preference and patronage are the cause· .of his prosperity. 
Klausen has shown a that this " aphrodisiac influence" runs in 
a peculiar manner through many of the Asiatic legends, both 
divine and heroic. The Phrygian Midas of Gordius (as before 
recounted) acquires the throne by marriage with a divinely 
privileged maiden : the favour, shown by Aphrodite to Anchises, 
confers upon the lEneadre sovereignty in the Troad : moreover 
the great Phrygian and Lydian goddess Rhea or Cybele has 
always her favoured and self-devoting youth Atys, who is 
worshipped along with her, and who serves as a sort 
of mediator between her ·and mankind. The feminine 
element appears predominant in Asiatic mythes. Midas, 
Sardanapalus, Sand6n, and even Herakles,4 are described as 

1 Herodot. i. I3. -ro6-rov -roil t1reos •••• :>..6-yov obl'i~va. ~7rOI<vv-ro, 1rplv 
S~ lrr<-re:>..eq(J'YJ. 

2 Plato, Republ. ii. p. 360; Cicero, Offic. iii. g. Plato (x. p. 6r2) 
compares very suitably the ring of Gyggs to the helmet of Hadgs. 

3 See Klausen, .!Eneas und die Penaten, pp. 34, no, &c. : compare 
. Menke, Lydiaca, ch. 8, g. 

4 See the article of 0. Mliller in theRheinisch. Museum fiir Philologie, 
Jahrgang, iii. p .. 22-38; also Movers, Die Phonizier, ch. xii. p. 452-470. 
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clothed in women's attire and working at the loom ; while on · 
the other hand the Amazons and Semiramis achieve great 
conquests. 

Admitting therefore the historical character of the Lydian 
kings called Mermnadre, beginning with Gyges about 7 I s-690 
B.c., and ending with Crresus, we find nothing but legend to 
explain to us the circumstances which led to their accession. 
Still less can we make out anything respecting the preceding 
kings, or determine whether Lydia was ever in former times 
connected with or dependent upon the kingdom of Assyria, as 
Ktesias affirmed.1 Nor can we certify the reality or dates of 
the old Lydian kings named by the native historian Xanthus, 
-Alkimus, Kambles, Adra.mytes.2 One piece of valuable 
information, however, we acquire from Xanthus-the distribu
tion of Lydia into two parts, Lydia proper and Torrhebia, 
which he traces to the two sons of Atys-Lydus and Torrhebus; 
he states that the dialect of the Lydians and Torrhebians 
differed much in the same degree as that of Doric and Ionic 
Greeks.s Torrhebia appears to have included the valley of the 
Kai:ster, south of Tmolus, and near to the frontiers of Karia. 

With Gyges, the Mermnad king, commences the series of 
aggressions from Sardis upon the Asiatic Greeks, which 
ultimately ended in their subjection. Gyges invllded the 
territories of Miletus and Smyrna, and even took the city 
(probably not the citadel) of Koloph6n. Though he thus 
however made war upon the Asiatic Greeks, he was munificent 
in his donations to the Grecian god of Delphi. His numerous 
as well as costly offerings were seen in the temple by Herodotus. 
Elegiac compositions of the ·poet Mimnermus celebrated the 
vlllour of the Smyrnreans in their battle with Gyges.4 We hear 
also, in a story which bears the impress of Lydian more than 
of Grecian fancy, of a beautiful youth of Smyrna named 
Magnes, to whom Gyges was attached, and who incurred the 
displeasure of his countrymen for having composed verses in 
celebration of the victories of the Lydians over the Amazons. 
To avenge the ill-treatment received by this youth, Gyges 

1 Diodor. ii. 2. Niebuhr also conceives that Lydia was in early days a 
portion of the Assyrian empire (Kleine Schriften, p. 371). 

11 Xanthi Fragment. 10, 12, 19, ed. Didot; Athen;e. :K. p. 415; Nikolaus 
Damasc. p. 36, Orelli. -

• Xanthi Fragm. I, 2; Dionys. Halik. A. R. i. :z8; Stephan. Byz. v. 
T&pp'l/flos. The whole genealogy given by Dionysim is probably borrowed 
from Xanthus- Zeus, Man€s, Kotys, Asies and Atys, Lydus and Tor
rh~bus. 

4 Herod. i. I 4 ; Pausan. i:K. 29, 2. 
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· attacked the territory of Magnesia (probably Magnesia on 
Sipylus) and after a considerable struggle took the city.1 

How far the Lydian kingdom of Sardis extended during the 
reign of Gyges, we have no means of ascertaining. Strabo 
alleges that the whole Troad 2 belonged to him, and that the 
Greek settlement of Abydus on the Hellespont was established 
by the Milesians only under his auspices. On what authority 
this statement is made, we are not told, and it appears doubt
ful, especially as so many legendary anecdotes are connected 
with the name of Gyges. This prince reigned (according to 
Herodotus) thirty-eight years, arid was succeeded by his son 
Ardys, who reigned forty-nine years (about B.C. 678-629). We 
learn that he attacked the Milesians, and took the Ionic city 
of Priene. Yet this possession cannot have been maintained, 
for the city appears afterwards as autonomous.3 His long 
reign however was signalised by two events, both of considerable 
moment to the Asiatic Greeks ; the invasion of the Cimmerians 
-and the first approach to collision (at least the first of which 
we have any historical knowledge) between the inhabitants of 
Lydia and those of Upper Asia under the Median kings. 

It is affirmed by all authors that the Medes were originally 
numbered among the subjects of the great Assyrian empire, of 
which Nineveh (or Ninos as the Greeks calls it) was the chief 
town, and Babylon one of the principal , portions. That the 
population and power of these two great cities (as well as of 
several others which the Ten Thousand Greeks in their march 
found ruined and deserted in those same regions) is of high 
antiquity,4 there is no room for doubting. But it is noway 
incumbent upon a historian of Greece to entangle himself in 
the mazes of Assyrian chronology, or to weigh the degree 
of credit to which the conflicting statements of Herodotus, 
Ktesias, Berosus, Abydenus, &c., are entitled. With the 
Assyrian empire 5-which lasted, according to Herodotus, 520 

· 1 Nikolaus Damasc. p. 52, ed. Orelli. 2 Strabo, xiii. p. 590 .. 
8 Herodot. i. 15. 4 Xenophon. Anabas. iii. 4r7 ; IO, u. 
5 Herodot. i. 95; Kt~sias, Fragm. Assyr. xiii. p. 419, ed. Babr.; Diodor. 

ii. 21. Kt~sias gives 30 generations of Assyrian kings from Ninyas to 
Sardanapalus: Velleius, 33: Eusebius, 35: Syncellus, 40: Castor, 27: 
Cephalion, 23. See Babr ad Ctesiam, p. 428. The Babylonian chronology 
of Berosus (a priest of Belus, about 280 B.c.) gave 86 kings and 34,000 
years from the deluge to the Median occupation of Babylon; then 1453 
years down to the reign of Phul king of Assyria (Berosi Fragmenta, p. 8, 
ed. Richter). 

Mr. Clinton sets forth the chief statements and discrepancies respecting 
Assyrian chronology in his Appendix, c. 4· But the suppositions to which 



2 History of Greece 
ears, according to Ktesias, 1360 years-the Greeks have no 
>eertainable connexion. The city of Nineveh appears to 
ave been taken by the Medes a little before the year 6oo B.C • 

. n so far as the chronology can be made out), and exercised 
o influence upon Grecian affairs. Those inhabitants of Upper 
,sia, with whom the early Greeks had relation, were the Medes, 
nd the Assyrians or Chaldoeans of Babylon-both originally 
Libject to the Assyrians of Nineveh-both afterwards acquiring 
1dependence-and both ultimately embodied in the Persian 
mpire. At what time either of them became first independent, 
re do not know.l The astronomical canon, which gives a list of 

e resorts, in order to bring them into harmony, appear to me uncertified 
nd gratuitous. 
Compare the different, but not more successful track followed by Larcher 

:::hrouologie, c. 3, p. 145-157). 
1 Here again both Larcher and Mr. Clinton represent the time, at which 

1e Medes made themselves independent of Assyria, as perfectly ascertained, 
10ugh Larcher places it in 748 B.c., and Mr. Clinton in 7II B.c. "L'epo
ue ne me paroit pas douteuse" (Chronologie, c. iv. p. 157), says Larcher. 
fr. Clinton treats the epoch of 7II B.C. for this same event, as fixed upon 
'the authority if Scripture," and reasons upon it in more than one place 
s a fact altogether indisputable (Appendix, c. iii. p. 259): "We may 
ollect from Scripture that the Medes did not become independent till after 
3e death of Sennacherib; and accordingly Josephus (Ant. x. 2), having 
elated the death of this king and the miraculous recovery of Hezekiah from 
[ckness, adds-.?v 'I"Oth'f' 'Ttf Jc.pOV'f' uvv<f31J 'T~V 'TWV 'Auuup[wv apx~v {nro 
i{jowv KaTaA.v8f)vcu. But the death of Sennacherib, as will be shown here
fter, is determined to the beginning of 7II B.C. The Median revolt, then, 
id not occur before B.C. 7II; which refutes Conringius, who raises it to 
:.c. 715, and Valckenaer, who raises it to B.C. 741. Herodotus indeed 
:nplies an interval of some space between the revolt of the Medes and the 
lection of D~!ok~s to be king. But these anni &{3auiA.EvTol could not have 
•een prior to the fifty-three years of D~!ok~s, since the revolt is limited by 
>cripture to B.C. 71 r." Again, p. 261, he says, respecting the four Median 
ings mentioned by Eusebius before D~!ok~s-" If they existed at all, they 
:overned Media during the empire of the Assyrians, as we know from 
>cn'pture." And again, p. 28o-"The precise date of the termination (of 
he Assyrian empire) in B.C. 7II is given by Scripture, with which 
Ierodotus agrees," &c. 

Mr. Clinton here treats, more than once, the revolt of the Medes as fixed 
D the year 7II B.C. by Scn'pture; but he produces no passage of Scripture 
D justify his allegation : and the passage which he cites from Josephus 
lludes, not to the Median revolt, but to the destruction of the Assyrian 
mpire by the Medes. Herodotus represents the Medes as revolting from 
ile Assyrian empire, and maintaining their independence for some time 
~ndefined in extent) before the election of De!ok~s as king: but he gives 
s no means of determining the date of the Median revolt. When Mr. 
:linton says (p. 28o, Note 0. )-"I suppose Herodotus to place the revolt 
f the Medes in Olymp. 17, 2, since he places the accession of De!ok~s in 
Hymp. 17, 3,"-this is a conjecture of his own: and the narrative of 
lerodotus seems plainly to imply that he conceived an interval far greater 



Lydians-Medes-Cimmerians 23 
· kings of Babylon beginning with what is called the rera of 

Nabonassar, or 747 B.c., does not prove at what epoch these 

than one year between these two events. Diodorus gives the same interval 
as lasting for many generations (Diod.· ii. 32). • 

We know-both from Scripture and from the Phrenician annals, as cited 
by J osephus-tbat the Assyrians of Nineveh we~e powerful conquerors in 
Syria, J udrea, and Phrenicia, during the reigns of Salmaneser and Senna·. 
cherib. The statement of Josephus further implies that Media was subject· 
to Salmaneser, who took the Israelites from their country into Media and 
Persis, and brought the Cuthreans out of Media and Persis into the lands of 
the Israelites (Joseph. ilc. 14, I; x. 9, 7). We know further that after 
Sennacherib, the Assyrians of Nineveh are no more mentioned as invaders 
or disturbers of Syria or Judrea; the Chaldreans or Babylonians become 
then the enemies whom those countries have to dread. Josephus tells us, 
that at this epoch the Assyrian empire was destroyed by the Medes-or, as 
he says in another place, by the Medes and Babylonians (x. 2, 2 ; x. 5, I). 
Here is good evidence for beJie,·ing that the Assyrian empire of Nineveh 
sustained at this time a great shock and diminution of power. But as to 
the nature of this diminution, and the way in which it was brought about, 
it appears to me that there is a discrepancy of authorities which we have no 
means of reconciling-Josephus follows the same view as Kt~sias, of the 
destruction of the empire of Nineveh by the Medes and Babylonians united, 
while Herodotus conceives successive revolts of the teHitories dependent 
upon Nineveh, beginning with that of the Medes, and still leaving Nineveh 
flourishing and powerful in its own territory. Herodotus further conceives 
Nineveh as taken by Kyaxar~s the Mede, about the year 6oo B.c., without 
any mention of Babylonians-on the contrary, in his representation, 
Nitokris the queen of Babylon is afraid of the Medes (i. r85), partly from 
the general increase of their power, but especially from their having taken 
Nineveh (though Mr. Clinton tells us, p. 275, that "Nineveh was destroyed 
B.c. 6o6, as we have seen from the united testimonies of the Scripture and 
Herodotus, by tlu Metks and Babylonians"). 

Construing fairly the text of Herodotus, it will appear that he conceived 
the relations of these oriental kingdoms between Soo and s6o B.C. differently 
on many material points from Ktesias, or Berosus, or Josephus. And he 
himself expressly tells us, that he heard "four different tales" even respect· 
ing Cyrus (i. 95)-much more respecting events anterior to Cyrus by more 
than a century. 

The chronology of the Medes, Babylonians, Lydians, and Greeks in Asia, 
when we come to the seventh century B.c., acquires some fixed points which 
give us assurance of correctness within certain limits ; but above the year 
700 II. c. no such fixed points can be detected. We cannot discriminate the 
historical from the mythical in our authorities-we cannot reconcile them 
with each other, except by violent changes and. conjectures-nor can we 
determine which of them ought to be set aside in .favour of the other. The 
names and dates of the Babylonian kings down, from Nabonassar, in the 
Canon of Ptolemy, are doubtless authentic, but they are names and dates 
only. When we come to apply them to illustrate real or supposed matters 
of fact, drawn· from other sources, they only create a new embarrassment, 
for even the names of the kings as reported, by different authors do not 
agree, and Mr. Clinton informs us (p. 277)-" In tracing the identity of 
Eastern kings, the times and the transactions are better guides than the 
names; for these, from many well-known causes (as the changes which 
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Babylonian chiefs became independent of Nineveh: and the' 
catalogue of Median kings, which Herodotus begins with 
Dei:okes, about 709-71 1 B.c., is commenced by Ktesias more 
than a century earlier-moreover the names in the two lists are 
different almost from first to last. 

For the historian of Greece, the Medes first begin to acquire 
importance about 656 B.c., under a king whom Herodotus 
calls Phraortes, son of De!okes. Respecting Delokes himself, 
Herodotus recounts to us how he came to be first chosen king. I 
The seven tribes of Medes dwelt dispersed in separate villages, 
without any common authority, and the mischiefs of anarchy 
were painfully felt among them. Delokes, having acquired 
great reputation in his own village as a just man, was invoked 
gradually by all the adjoining villages to settle their disputes. 
As soon as his efficiency in this vocation, and the improvement 
which he brought about, had become felt throughout all the 
tribes, he artfully threw up his post and retired again into 
privacy,-upon which the evils of anarchy revived in a manner 
more intolerable than before. The Medes had now no choice 
except to elect a king. The friends of· Dbokes expatiated so 
warmly upon his virtues, that he was the person chosen.2 The 
first step of the new king was to exact from the people a body 
of guards selected by himself; next, he commanded them to 
build the city of Ekbatana, upon a hill surrounded with seven 
concentric circles of walls, his own palace being at the top 
and in the innermost. He further organised the scheme of 
Median despotism ; the king, though his person was constantly 
secluded in a fortified palace, inviting written communications 
from all aggrieved persons, and administering to each the 
decision or the redress which is required-informing himself, 

they undergo in passing through the Greek language, and the substitution 
of a title or an epithet for the name), are variously reported, so that the 
same king frequently appears under many different appellations." Here 
then is a new problem : we are to employ ''the times and transactions" to 
identifY the. kings: but unfortunately the times are marked only by the 
succession of kings, and the transactions are known only by statements 
always scanty and often irreconcileable with each other. So that our means 
of identifying the kings are altogether insufficient, and whoever will examine 
the process of identification as it appears in Mr. Clinton's chapters, will see 
that it is in a high degree arbitrary; more arbitrary still are the processes 
which he employs for bringing about a forced harmony between discrepant 
authorities. Nor is Volney (Chronologie d'Herodote, vol. i. p. 383-429) 
more satisfactory in his chronological results. 

I Herodot. i. 96-roo. 
2 Herodot. L 97· cl>s li' ~"Yw lio«ow, p.c!.ll.t<T'Ta (ll.e"'foY ol 'Tov Anl&«ew <f>{ll.ot, 

&c. 
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moreover, of passing events by means of ubiquitous ·spies and 
officials, who seized all wrong-doers and brought them to the 
palace for condign punishment. De!okes further constrained 
the Medes to abandon their separate abodes and concentrate 
themselves in Ekbatana, from whence all the powers of govern
ment branched out. And the seven distinct fortified circles 
in the town, coinciding as they do with the number of the 
Median tribes, were probably conceived by Herodotus as 
intended each for one distinct tribe-the tribe of Deiokes 
occupying the innermost along with himself.l · 

Except the successive steps of this. well-laid political plan, 
we hear of no other acts ascribed to Deiokes. He is said to 
have held the government for fifty-thr~e years, and then dying, 
was succeeded by his son Phraortes. Of the real history of 
Deiokes, 'Ye cannot be said to know anything. For the 
interesting narrative of Herodotus, of which the above is an 
abridgment, presents to us in all its points Grecian society and 
ideas, not Oriental. It is like the discussion which the historian 
ascribes to the seven Persian conspirators, previous to the 
accession of Darius-whether they shall adopt an oligarchical, 
a democratical, or a monarchical form of government; 2 or it 
may be compared, perhaps more aptly still, to the Cyropredia 
of Xenophon, who. beautifully and elaborately works. out an 
ideal such as Herodotus exhibits in brief outline. The story 
of Deiokes describes what may be called the despot's progress, 
first as candidate and afterwards as fully established. Amidst 
the active political discussion carried .on by intelligent Greeks 
in the days of Herodotus, there were doubtless many stories of 
the successful arts of ambitious despots, and much remark as to 
the probable means' conducive to their success, of a nature 
similar to those in the Politics of Aristotle : one of these tales 
Herodotus has employed to decorate the birth and infancy of 
the Median monarchy. His Deiokes begins like a clever Greek 
among other Greeks, equal, free and disorderly. He is athirst 
for despotism from the beginning, and is forward in manifest
ing his rectitude and justice, "as beseems a candidate for 

1 Herodot i. 99, 100. 01Koliop.7}6<v-ro>V li~ 'Jfcl.v'Twv, 1<&rrp.ov 'T&vliE 
tl.7Ji61<7}s 'lfpw-r&s lrrn o KaTa<TT7J<Tap.evos· p.fJ'To · lrrdvat 'lfap<t. {Jarrtll.la p.71INva 
lit' &yylll.wv /iii 'Jfcfv-ra xplerr8at, opiirr8a& li~ (3a<Ttll.€a il'lfo p.7Jiiev6s· 'lfpos li~ 
-rob-ro•rr• l'Tt, -yell.~v TE Kal 'lfTQEIV &v'Tlov, Kal /l.'Jfa<Tt elva• 'Tov-r& -ye a1rrxp6v, • 
&c. and • • .• o1 Ka'TcfrrKo'lfo( -re J<al Ka-rf!tcoot ~rrav ·&va. 'lfarrav 'T~V xwp71v 
'Ti)s ~PXE. 

2 Herodot. iii. So-82. Herodotus, while 'he positively asserts the 
genuineness of these delibetations, Jets drop the intimation that many of 
his contemporaries regarded them as of Grecian .coinage. 
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command ; " 1 he passes into a despot by the public vote, and . 
receives what to the Greeks was the great symbol and instru
ment of such transition, a personal body-guard; he ends by 
organising both the machinery and the etiquette of a despotism 
in the Oriental fashion, like the Cyrus of Xenophon.2 Only 
that both these authors maintain the superiority of their Grecian 
ideal over Oriental reality, by ascribing both to Dei:okes and 
Cyrus a just, systematic and laborious administration, such as 
their own experience did not present to them in Asia. Probably 
Herodotus had visited Ekbatana (which he describes and 
measures like an eye-witness, comparing its circuit to that of 
Athens), and there heard that Dei:okes was the builder of the 
city, the earliest known Median king, and the first author of 
those public customs which struck him as peculiar, after a 
revolt from Assyria: the interval might then be easily filled up, 
between Median autonomy and Median despotism, by inter
mediate incidents such as would have accompanied that 
transition in the longitude of Greece. The features of these 
inhabitants of Upper Asia, for a thousand years forward from 
the time at which we are now arrived-under the descendants 
of Dei:okes, of Cyrus, of Arsakes, and of Ardshir-are so 
unvarying,8 that we are much assisted in detecting those 

1 Herodot. i. 96. ''EovTC•"' ll€ abTov&p.wv 1r&vTwv &.va T~v ~11"etpov, <Zoe 
a~Tts js Tupavv(llas 11"EptTjA8ov. 'Av~p jv To"irn Mf)(lolCJ'l j-ylveTo rrocpos, Tcp 
o!Jvop.a ~v Ll.1Jl'&KTJS • • • • Ol!Tos o Ll.TJiOKTJS lparr8els Tvpavv(llos j.,.o[ee 
Tofaoe, &c. . . • . '0 liE of}, oTa p.vewp.evos &px1Jv, l8vs TE Kal IJ(~eatos ;jv. 

2 Compare the chapters above referred to in Herodotus with the eighth 
book of the Cyropredia, wherein Xenophon describes the manner in which 
the Median despotism was put in effective order and turned to useful 
account by Cyrus, especially the arrangements for imposing on the 
imagination of his subjects (KaTa-yoTJTEVE<v, viii. I, 40)-(it is a small thing, 
but marks the cognate plan of Herodotus and Xenophon), D~Yok~s forbids 
his subjects to laugh or spit in his presence. Cyrus also directs that no one 
shall spit, or wipe his nose, or turn round to look at anything, when the 
king is present (Herodot. i. 99; Xen. Cyrop. viii. I, 42). Again, viii. 3, 
I, about the pompous procession of Cyrus when he rides out-Kal -yi1.p abTTjs 
TTjs l~eA&rrews 7) rrep.POTTJS f)p.'iv llo~ee'i p.la Twv Texvwv eivat TWV p.ep.TJxav1Jp.~
vwv, T~v &px~v p.~ ebKaTa</JpoVTJTOV eivat-analogous to the Median D~Yokes 
in Herodotus-TaiiTa ll€ 7repl ~wvTov lrr€p.vvve TiA>vlle e1vuev, &c. Cyrus 
-tp.</Jav((wv OE Kal TOVTO il'Tl 1repl 'II"OAAOV i1I"OlftTO, p.TJolva. p.fJTE </J(AOV 
&iitKElV P.fJ'TE rrvp.p.axov, l<AAiJ. TO lilKa<OV lrrxvpws op!A.v (Cyrop. viii. r, 26). 
Dgi"ok!s-;jv TO lllKaLOV </JvA&rrrrwv xaAE'II"OS (IIerodot. i. roo). Cyrus 
provides numerous persons who serve to him as eyes and ears throughout 
the country (Cyrop. viii. 2, 12). Dh"ok!s has many KaT&.,.~eo ... o< and 
KaTfJKoot (Herodot. ib. ). 

3 When the Roman emperor Claudius sends the young Parthian prince 
Meherdat&s, who had been an hostage at Rome, to occupy the kingdom 
which the Parthian envoys tendered to him, he gives him some good advice, 
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occasions in which Herodotus or others infuse into their history 
indigenous Grecian ideas. . 

Phraortes (658-636 B.c.), having extended the dominion of 
the Medes over a large portion of Upper Asia, and conquered 
both the Persians and several other nations, was ultimately 
defeated and slain in a war against the Assyrians of Nineveh; 
who, though deprived of their external dependencies, were yet 
brave and powerful by themselves. His son Kyaxares (636-
5'95 B.c.) followed up with still greater energy the same plans 
of conquest, and is said to have been the. first who introduced 
any organisation into the military force-before his time, archers, 
spearmen and cavalry had been confounded together indis
criminately, until this monarch established separate divisions 
for each. He extended the Median dominion to the eastern 
[bank of the Halys, which river afterwards, by the conquests of 
the Lydian king Crcesus, became the boundary between· the 
Lydian and Median empires ; and he c~rried on war for six 
years with Alyattes king of Lydia, in consequence of the refusal 
of the latter to give up a band of Scythian Nomads, who 'having 
quitted the territory of Kyaxares in order to escape severities 
with which they were menaced, had sought refuge as suppliants 
in Lydia.1 The war, indecisive as respects success, was brought 
to its close by a remarkable incident. In the midst of a battle 
between the Median and Lydian armies there happened a total 
eclipse of the ·sun, which occasioned equal alarm to both 
parties, and induced them immediately to cease hostilities.2 

The Kilikian prince Syennesis, and the' Babylonian prince 

conceived in the school of Greek and Roman politics,-~' Addidit prrecepta, 
ut non dominationem ac servos, sed rectorem et cives, cogitaret: clemen
tiamque ac justitiam, quanto ignara barbaris, tanto'toleratiora, capesseret." 
(Tacit. Annal. xii. I I.) 

1 The passage of such Nomadic hordes from one government in the East 
to another, has been always,· and is even down to the present day, a 
frequent cause of dispute between the different governments : they are 
valuable both as tributaries and as soldiers. The Turcoman Ilats (so these 
Nomadic tribes are now called) in the north-east of Persia frequently pass 
backwards and forwards, as their convenience suits, from the Persian 
territory to the Usbeks of Khiva and Bokhara: wars between Persia and 
Russia have been in like manner occasioned by' the transit of the Ilats 
across the frontier from Persia into Georgia : so also the Kurd tribes near 
Mount ·zagros have caused by their movements quarrels between the 
Persians and the Turks. 
· See Morier, Account of the Iliyats or Wandering Tribes of Persia, in' the' 
Journal of the Geographical Society of London, I837, vol. vii. p. 240, and 
Carl Ritter, Erdkunde von Asien, West-Asien, Band ii. Abtheilung ii. 
Abschnitt ii. sect. 8, p. 387. 

2 Herodot. i. 74-103. 
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Labynetus interposed their mediation, and effected a recon
ciliation between Kyaxares and Alyattes, one of the conditions 
of which was, that Alyattes gave his daughter Aryenis in 
marriage to Astyages son of Kyaxares. In this manner began 
the connexion between the Lydian and Median kings which 
afterwards proved so ruinous to Crresus. It is affirmed that 
the Greek philosopher Thales foretold this eclipse ; but we may 
reasonably consider the supposed prediction as not less apocry
phal than some others ascribed to him, and doubt whether at 
that time any living Greek possessed either knowledge or 
scientific capacity sufficient for such a calculation.1 The eclipse 
itself, and its terrific working upon the minds of the combatants, 
are facts not to be called in question ; though the diversity of 
opinion among chronologists, respecting the date of it, j<; 

astonishing. 2 1 
1 Compare the analogous case of the prediction of the coming olive cro, 1 

ascribed to Thales (Aristot. Polit. i. 4, 5 ; Cicero De Divinat. i. 3). 
Anaxagoras is asserted to have predicted the fall of an aerolithe (Aristot. 
Meteorol. i. 7; Pliny, H. N. ii. 58; Plutarch, Lysand. c. 5). 

Thales is said by Herodotus to have predicted that the eclipse would 
take place "in the year in which it actually did occur "-a statement so 
vague that it strengthens the grounds of doubt. 

The fondness of the Ionians for exhibiting the wisdom of their eminenl 
philosopher Thales in conjunction with the history of the Lydian kings, 
may be seen further in the story of Thales and Crcesus at the river Halys 
(Herod. i. 75)-a story which Herodotus himself disbelieves. 

2 Consult, for the chronological views of these events, Larcher ad 
Herodot. i. 74; Volney, Recherches sur l'Histoire Ancienne, vol. i. p. 
33o-355; Mr. Fynes Clinton, Fasti Hellenici, vol. i. p. 418 (Note ad B.c. 
617, 2); Des Vignoles, Chronologie de l'Histoire Sainte, vol. ii. p. 245; 
Ideler, Handbuch der Chronologie, vol. i. p. 209. 

No less than eight different dates have been assigned by different chrono· 
logists for this eclipse-the most ancient 625 B.c., the most recent 583 B.c. 
Volney is for 625 B.C.; Larcher for 597 B.C. ; Des Vignoles for 585 B.C.; 
Mr. Clinton for 603 B.C. Volney observes, with justice, that the eclipse on 
this occasion "n'est pas l'accessoire, Ia broderie du fait, mais le fait 
principallui-meme" (p. 347): the astronomical calculations concerning the 
eclipse are therefore by far the most important items in the chronological 
reckoning of this event. 

Three eminent astronomers, Francis Baily, Oltmanns, and Ideler, have 
fixed upon the eclipse of B.C. 610, September 30, as the only one fulfilling 
the conditions required by the narrative. Lastly, in the Phil~sophical 
Transactions of the Royal Society of London for 1853, Professor Airy has 
inserted an elaborate article "On the Eclipses of Agathokles, Thales, anc· 
Xerxes," p. 179'-200. That which he calls the "Eclipse of Thales" (o 
said to have been predicted by Thales), is the event now under discussion 
described by Herodotus, i. 74· Although three such astronomers as Franci · 
Baily, Oltmanns, and ldeler had agreed, after researches undertaker 
independently of each other, in fixing on the solar eclipse of 610 B. c. as the 
only one, within possible limits of time, which would satisfy the conditions 
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It was after this pe,ace with Alyattes, as far -as we can make 

out the series of events in Herodotus, that Kyaxares collected 
all his forces and laid siege to Nineveh, but was obliged to 
desist by the unexpected inroad of the Scythians. Nearly at 
the same time, or somewhat before the time, that Upper Asia 
was desolated by these formidable Nomads, Asia Minor too 
was overrun by other Nomads-the Cimmetians-Ardys being 
then king of Lydia; and the two invasions, both spreading 
extreme disaster, are presented to us as indirectly connected 
together in the way of cause and effect. 

The name Cimmerians appears in the Odyssey-the fable 
describes them as dwelling beyond the oce~n-stream, immersed 
in darkness and unblest by the rays of Helios. Of this people 
as existent we can render no account, for they had passed away, 
~-~ lost their identity and become subject, previous to the 

I ;mmencement of tru-stworthy authorities,; but they seem to 
.>:ave been the chief occupants of the Tauric Chersonesus 

, . . . 
of Herodotus-yet Professor Airy has shown strong grounds for mistrusting, 
:the lunar data on which they all proceeded. He_ says, " I have examined 
'every total eclipse in Oltmanns's tables, extending from B.C. 631 to B.c. 
585, and I find only one (namely, that of B.C. 585, May 28) which can have 
~assed near to Asia Minor. That of B.C. 610, September 30, which was 
adopted by Baily and Oltmanns, is now throw•t 110rth evm of the Sea of 
Azof" (p. 193). It is certain, as Professor Airy assumes, that the battle 
described by Herodotus must have taken place somewhere in Asia Minor. 

Thus stands the case about the date of this eclipse as determined by high 
authority upon the most correct data yet attained. 

On·e interesting sentence I transcribe from Professor Airy, because it 
tends to confirm the general fact stated by Herodotus, apart from the 
')erplexities connected with the date . of the eclipse. The Professor says, 
~· I80--'-

"Mr. Baily in the first place pointed out that only a lotal eclipse could 
satisfy the account of Herodotus-and that a total eclipse would suffice. 
He lived to witness the total eclipse of 1842, but .he observed it from .the 
room of a house where probably he could scarcely remark the general effect 
of the eclipse. I have myself seen two total eclipses (those of 1842 and 
1851 ), being on both occasions in the open country, and I can fully testif'y 
to the sudden and awful effect of a total eclipse. I have seen many large 
partial eclipses, and one annular eclipse concealed by clouds;. and I believe 
that a large body of men, intent on military movements, would scarcely 
bave remarked on these occasions anything unusual.'' 

1f the year 585 B.c. be recognised as the real date of the total eclipse to 
'>vhich Herodotus refers, we shall be forced to admit that Herodotus was 
'~1istaken in representing the battle to- have taken place in the reign of 
~yaxares, who, as far as we can make out, died in 595 B.c. The battle 
ust have taken place during the reign of Astyages, son of Kyaxares; and 

. icero (de Divinat, i. 49) distinctly states that the eclipse did occur in the 
.eign of Astyages, while Pliny (H. N. ii. 12) also gives the date of the 
,eclipse as Olymp. 48·4, or 585 B.C. 
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(Crimea) and of the territory between that peninsula and thcl 
river Tyras (Dniester), at the time when the Greeks first 
commenced their permanent settlements on those coasts in the 
seventh century B.c. The numerous localities which bore their 
name, even in the time of Herodotus, 1 after they had ceased 
to exist as a nation-as well as the tombs of the Cimmerian 
kings then shown near the Tyras-sufficiently attest this fact. 
There is reason to believe that they were (like their conquerors 
and successors the Scythians) a nomadic people, mare-milkers, 
moving about with their tents and herds, suitably to the nature 
of those unbroken steppes which their territory presented, and 
which offered little except herbage in profusion. Strabo tells 
us 2 (on what authority we do not know) that they as well as 
the Treres and other Thracians, had desolated Asia Minor more 
than once before the time of Ardys, and even earlier than 
Homer. 

The Cimmerians thus belong partly to legend, partly to 
history; but the Scythians formed for several centuries an 
important section of the Grecian contemporary world. Their 
name, unnoticed by Homer, occurs for the first time in tht 
Hesiodic poems. When the Homeric Zeus in the Iliad turns 
his eye away from Troy towards Thrace, he sees, besides the 
Thracians and Mysians, other tribes whose names cannot be 
made out, but whom the poet knows as milk-eaters· and mare
milkers.s The same characteristic attributes, coupled with that 
of "having waggons for their dwelling-houses," appear in Hesiod 
connected with the name of the Scythians.4 The navigation of 
the Greeks into the Euxine gradually became more and more 
frequent, and during the last half of the seventh century B.C. 

their first settlements on its coasts were established. The 
foundation of Byzantium, as well as of the Pontic Herakleia (at 
a short distance to the east of the Thracian Bosphorus) by the 

1 Herodot. iv. II-12. Hekatreus also spoke of a town K•p.p.•p[s (Strabo, 
vii. p. 294). 

Respecting the Cimmerians, consult Ukert, Skythien, p. 360 seqq. 
2 Strabo, i. pp. 6, 59, 61. 
8 Homer, Iliad, xiii. 4-

.. , ... ; : . . Aln·;o~ 0€ mlAt~ ;pitrev ~uue tf>a~tvW, 
Nou~tv ec/> 1.7TrrorroA.wv 0p'(JKWV K(J.9opwp.evo; cuav 
MvuWv •r' tiyxEp .. &.xwv, ~~:a.i O:yavWJ' •hnn'}p.oAyWv, 
rAaK;orf>£iywv, 'Af3iwv TE, .StKa.toTcinw &.v9pWr.wv., 

Compare Strabo, xii. p. 553· 
4 Hesiod, Fragm. 63-64, Marktscheffel-

rAaK;ocJ>&:ywv £iS' aiav, 0.7TljvatS' OiK[' E'x0v1"WV • • • 
At9{orra.S", A.i.\.vas n, tO€ l:Kt.16'a~ i.1T1nJIJ.OkyoV~. 

Strabo, vii. p. 300-302, 
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-\Megarians, is assigned to the thirtieth Olympiad, or 658 B.c.l 
.The succession of colonies founded by the enterprise ofMilesian 
citizens .on the western coast of the Euxine, seems to fall not 
ve1y long ~fter this date-at least within the following century. 
Is tria, Tyras, and Olbia or Borysthenes, were planted respectively 
near the mouths of the three great rivers Danube, Dniester, and 
Bog: Kruni, Odessus, Tomi, Kallatis, and Apollonia, were also 
planted on the south-western or Thracian coast...,-northward of 
the· dangerous land of Salmydessus, so frequent in wrecks:--yet 
south of the Danube.2 According tq the. turn of Grecian 
religious faith, the colonists took out with them the worship of 
the hero Achilles (from,whom perhaps the.rekist and some of 
the expatriating chiefs professed to be descended), .which they 
established with great solemnity both in the various towns and 
on the small adjoining islands. The earliest proof which we 
find. of Scythia, as a territory familiar t0 Grecian ideas and feel
ing, is found.in a fragment of the .poet Alkreus (about B.c. 6oo), 
wherein he addresses Achilles 3 as "sovereign of Scythia." 
There. were, besides, sever.al other Milesian foundations on or 
::I ear the Tauric Chersonese (Crimea) ,which brought the Greeks 
into conjunction .with the Scythians...,-Herakleia Chersonesus 
and. Theodosia, on the southern coast. and the south-western 
corner of ~he peninsuhi.-Pantikapreum and the Teiancolony of 
Phanagotia (these two on the Europe;;m and Asiatic sides of the 
Cimmerian Bosphorus respectively), and Kepi, Hermonass<t, 
&c. not far from Phanagoria, on the .ksiatic coast of the Euxine. 
Last of all, there was, even at the extremity of the Palus Mreotis 

' 
I Raoul Rochette, Histoire ·des Colonies. Grecques, t. iii. ch. xiv. p.' 

297. The date!; of these Grecian settlements near the Danube are very 
va~e and untrustworthy. 

Skymnus Chins, v. 730, Fragm. 2-25. · 
8 Alkreus, Fragm. 49, Bergk ; Eustath. ad Dionys. Perieg. 306-

Aikman, somewhat earlier, made mention of the Iss~dones (Alkm. Frag. 
129, Bergk; Steph. Byz. v. 'IfTu.f,Sov•s-he called them Assedones) and of 
the Rhiprean mountains (Fr. 8o). 

In the old epic of Arktinus, the deceased Achilles is transported to an 
elysium in the MvK~ v'iwos (see the argument. of the JEthiopis in Diintzer's 

1:0llection of Epic. Poet. Grrec. p. 15), but it may reasonably be- doubted 
_.(,vhether >..evK~ v7juos in his poem was anything but a fancy-not yet 
· .ocalised upon the little island off the mouth of the Danube. · 
l For the early allusions to the Pontus Euxinus and its neighbouring 
: nhabitants, found in the Greek poets, see Ukert, Skythien. pp. 15-18, 78; 
! :hough he puts the Ionian colonies in· the Pontus nearly a century too early, 
,n ·my judgement. ' 
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(Sea of Azof), the Grecian settlement ofTanais.1 All or most· 
of these seem to have been founded during the course of the 
sixth century B.C., though the precise dates of most of them 
cannot be named ; probably several of them anterior to the time 
of the mystic poet Aristeas of Prokonnesus, about 540 B.c. His 
long voyage from the Palus Mreotis (Sea of Azof) into the 
interior of Asia as far as the country of the Issedones (described 
in the poem; now lost, called the Arimaspian verses), implies an 
habitual intercourse between Scythians and Greeks which could 
not well have existed without Grecian establishments on the 
Cimmerian Bosphorus. 

Hekatreus of Miletus 2 appears to have given much geo
graphical information respecting the Scythian tribes. But 
Herodotus, who personally visited the town of Olbia, together 
with the inland regions adjoining to it, and probably other 
Grecian settlements in the Euxine (at a time which we may 
presume to have been about 450-440 B.c.)- and who 
conversed with both Scythians and Greeks competent to give 
him information-has left· us far more valuable statements 
respecting the Scythian people, dominion, and manners, as 
they stood in his day. His conception of the Scythians, as 
well as that of Hippokrates, is precise and well defined-very 
different from that of the later authors, who use the word 
almost indiscriminately to denote all barbarous Nomads. 
His territory called Scythia is a square area, twenty days' 
journey or 4ooo stadia (somewhat less than 500 English miles) 
in each direction-bounded by the Danube (the course of 
which river he conceives in a direction from N.W. to S.E.), 
the Euxine, and the Palus Mreotis with the river Tanais, on 
three sides respectively-and on the fourth or north side by 

1 Compare Dr. Clarke's description of the present commerce between 
Taganrock (not far from the ancient Greek settlement of Tanais) and the 
ArchiP.elago: besides exporting salt-fish, corn, leather, &c., in exchange for 
wines,'fruit, &c., it is the great deposit of Siberian productions: from 
Orenburg it receives tallow, furs, iron, &c. ; this is doubtless as old as 
Herodotus. (Clarke's Travels in· Russia, ch. xv. p. 330.) 

2 Hekata!i Fragment., Fr. 153, t68, .ed. Klausen. Hekata!US mentioned 
the Issedones (Fr. 168; Steph. Byz. v. 'Io-u-h/ioves); both he and Damastes 
seem to have been familiar' with the poem of Aristeas: see Klausen, ad 
loc. ; Steph. Byz. v. 'T-n:ep/36pew1. Compare also .tEschyl. Prometh. 409, 
710, 8os. 

llellanikus also seems to have spoken about Scythia in a manner 
generally conformable to Herodotus (Strabo, xii. p. 550). It does little 
credit to the discernment of Strabo that he treats with disdain the valuable 
Scythian chapter of iierodotu~-0:-n:•p 'Ehhtivu.os Kal 'Hp6oo-ros Kal El$oo~1>s 
Ka-r<tp'Avdprwav >ip.wv (ib.). 
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the nations called Agathyrsi, N euri, Androphagi and Melanch
lreni.1 However imperfect his idea of the figure of this 
territory may be-found, if we compare it with a good modern 
map, the limits which he gives us are beyond all dispUte : 
from the Lower Danube and the mountains eastward of 
Transylvania to the Lower Tanais, the whole area was either 
occupied by or subject to "the Scythi11ns. And this name 
comprised tribes differing materially in habits and civilisation. 
The great mass of the people who bore· it, strictly Nomadic 
in their habits-neither sowing nor planting, but living only 
on food derived from animals, especially mare's-milk and 
cheese-moved from place to place, carrying their families in 
waggons covered with wicker and leather, themselves always 
on horseback with their flocks and herds, between the 
Borysthenes and the Palus Mreotis. They hardly even 
reached so far westward as the Borysthenes, since a river (not 
easily identified) which Herodotus calls Pantikapes, flowing 
into the Borysthenes from the eastward, formed their bound
ary. These Nomads were the genuine Scythians, possess
ing the marked attributes of the race, and including :among 
their number the Regal Scythians 2-hordes so much more 

· 1 Herodot. iv. roo--ror. See, respecting the Scythia of Herodotus, the 
excellent dissertation cf Niebuhr, contained ·in his Kleine Historische. 
Schriften, "Ueber die Geschichte der .Skythen, Geten1 und Sannaten," · IP· 360, alike instructive as to the geography and the history. Also the two 

:chapters in Volcker's Mythische Geographie; ch. vii.-viii. sect. 23-26, 
I respecting the geographical conceptions present to Herodotus in. his 
description of Scythia. 

Herodotus h.as much in his Scythian geography, however, which no 
comment can enable us to understand. Compared with his predecessors, 

·his geographical conceptions evince great improvement; but we shall have 
occasion, in the course of this history, to notice memorable examples of 
extreme misapprehension in regard to distance and bearings in these remote 
regions, common to him not only with his contemporaries, but also with his 
successors. . 

2 Herodot. iv. 17-21, 46-56; Hippokrates, De Aere, Locis et A'quis, c. 
vi. ; lEschyl. Prometh. 709; Justin. ii. 2. 

lt is unnecessary to multiply citations respecting Nomadic life, the same 
·under such wide differences both of time and of latitude-the same with the 
'" armentarius Afer" of Virgil (Georgie. iii. 343) and the "campestres 
Scythre" of Horace (Ode iii. 241 12), and the Tartars of the present day; 
'see Dr. Clarke's Travels in Russia, ch. xiv. p. 310. 

The fourth J?ook of Herodotus, the Tristia and Epistolre ex Ponto of 
Ovid, the Toxaris of Lucian (see c. 36, vol. i. p. 544 Hemst.), and the 
Inscription of Olbia (No. 2058 in Boeckh's Collection), convey a genuine 

icture of Scythian manners as seen by the near observer and resident
ery different from the pleasing fancies of distant poets respecting the 

nnocence ·of pastoral life. The poisoned arrows which Ovid so much 
voi. IV. · c 
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populous and more effective in war than the rest, as to 
maintain undisputed ascendency, and to account all other 
Scythians no better than their slaves. It was to these that the 
Scythian kings belonged, by whom the religious and political 
unity of the name was maintained-each horde having its 
separate chief and to a certain extent separate worship and 
customs. But besides these Nomads, there were also agri
cultural Scythians, with fixed abodes, living more or less upon 
bread, and raising corn for exportation, along the banks of the 
Borysthenes and the Hypanis.I And such had been the 
influence of the Grecian settlement of Olbia at the mouth of 
the latter river in creating new tastes and habits, that two 
tribes on its western banks, the Kallippid<e and the Alazones, 
had become completely accustomed both to tillage and to 
vegetable food, and had in other respects so much departed 
from their Scythian rudeness as to be called Hellenic-Scythians, 
many Greeks being seemingly domiciled among them. 
Northward of the Alazones lay those called the agricultural 
Scythians, who sowed corn, not for food, but for sale.2 

Such stationary cultivators were doubtless regarded by the 
predominant mass of the Scythians as degenerate brethren. 
Some historians even maintain that they belonged to a foreign 

complains of in the Sarmatians and Getre (Trist. iii. 10, 6o, among other 
passages, and Lucan, iii. 270), are not noticed by Herodotus in the 
Scythians. 

The dominant Golden Horde among the Tartars, in the time of Zinghis 
Khan, has been often spoken of. Among the different Arab tribes now in 
Algeria, some are noble, others enslaved : the latter habitually, and by 
inheritance, servants of the former, following wherever ordered (Tableau 
de Ia Situation des Etablissemens Frans:ais en Algerie, p. 393, Paris, 
Mar. 1846). 

1 Ephorus placed the Karpidre immediately north of the Danube (Fragm. 
78, Marx; Skymn. Chins, 102). I agree with Niebuhr that this is 
probably an inaccurate reproduction of the Kallipidre of Herodotus, though 
Boeckh is of a different opinion (Introduct. ad Inscriptt. Sarmatic. Corpus 
Inscript. part xi. p. 81). The vague and dreamy statements of Ephorus, sc 
far as we know them from the fragments, contrast unfavourably with· the 
comparative precision of Herodotus. The latter expressly separates the 
Androphagi from the Scythians-l8vos ~'bv 1~tov 1<a.l ob~a.p.ws })1<v8t1<6v (iv. 
18), whereas when we compare Strabo, vii. p. 302 and Skyrnn. Chi. 
105-115, we see that Ephorus talked of the Androphagi as a variety ol 
Scythians-l8vos av~po¢a.-yotv })~<v8w•'· 

The valuable inscription from Olbia (No. 2058 Boeckh) recognise! 
Mt~e,\-\?JV<s near that town. 

2 Herod. iv. 17. We may illustrate this statement of Herodotus by ar 
extract from Heber's journal as cited in Dr.- Clarke's Travels, ch. xv. p. 
337 :-"The Nagay Tartars begin to the west of Marinopol: they cultivat< 
a good deal of corn, yet they dislike bread as an article of food." 



Lydians-Medes-Cimmerians 4 35 
race, standing to the Scythians merely- in the relation of 
subjects 1-an hypothesis contradicted implicitly, if not directly, 
by the words of Herodotus, and no- way necessary in the 
present case. It' is not. from them however that Herodotus 
dra_ws his vivid picture of the people, with their inhuman rites 
and repulsive personal features. It is the purely Nomadic 
Scythians whom he depicts, the earliest specimens of the 
Mongolian race (so it, seems probable 2) known to history, and 

1 Niebuhr (Dissertat. ut sup. p. 360),' Boeckh (Introd. Inscrip. ut sup. 
p. no) and Ritter (Vorhalle der Geschichte, p. 316) advance this opinion. 
But we ought not on this occasion to depart from the authority of Herodotus, 
whose information respecting the people of Scythia, collected by himself on 
the spot, is one of the most instructive and precious portions of his whole 
work. He is very careful to distinguish what is Scythian from what is not. 
Those tribes which Niebuhr (contrary to the sentiment of Herodotus) 
imagines not to be Scythian, were the tribes nearest and best known to 
him; probably he had personally visited them,· since we know that he went 
up the river Hypanis (Bog) as high as the Exampreus, four days' journey 
from the sea (iv. 52-81 ). · · 

That some portions of the same l8vos should be &po'r'rypes, and other · 
portions vop.dli.s, is far from being without parallel ; such was the case with 
the Persians, for example (Heroclot. i. 126), and with. the Iberians between 
the Euxine and the Caspian (Strabo, xi. p. 500). 

The Pontic Greeks confounded Agathyrsus, Gel6nus, and Scythes in 
the same genealogy, as being three brethren, sons of Herakles ·by the 
p.•~o7reJ.p8evos~Ex•liva of the Hylrea (iY. 7-10). Herodotus is more precise: 
he distinguishes both the Agathyrsi and Gel6ni from Scythians. • 

2 Both Niebuhr _and Boeckh account the ancient Scythians to be of 
Mongolian race (Niebuhr in the Dissertation above mentioned, Unter
suchungen tiber die Geschichte der Skythen, Geten, und Sarmaten, among 
the Kleine Historische Schriften, p. 362 ;•Boeckh, Corpus Inscriptt.' 
Grrecarum, Introcluctio ad Inscriptt. Sarmatic. part xi. p. 81). Paul 
Joseph Schafarik, in his elaborate examination of the ethnography of the 
ancient people described as inhabiting northern Europe and Asia, arrives 
at the same result (Slavische Alterthiimer, Prag. 1843, vol. i. xiii. 6, 
p. 279)-

A striking illustration of this analogy of race is noticed by Alexander von 
Humboldt, in speaking of the burial-place and the funeral obsequies of the 
Tartar Tchinghiz Khan-;-
. '' Les cruautes lors de Ia pompe funebre des grands-khans ressemblent 
entierement a celles que nous trouvons decrites par Herodote (iv. 71) 
environ 1700 ans avant Ia mort de Tchinghiz, et 65° de longitude plus a 

. !'ouest, chez les Scythes du Gerrhus et du Borysthene." (Humboldt, Asie 
Centrale, vol. i. p. 244.) · 

Nevertheless M. Humboldt dissents from the opinion of Niebuhr and 
Boeckh, and considers the Scythians of Herodotus to be of Indo-Germanic, 
not of Mongolian race: Klaproth seems to adopt the same view (see 
Humboldt, Asie Centrale, vol. i. p. 401, and his valuable work, Kosmos, 
p. 491, note 383). He assumes it as a certain fact, upon what _evidence I 
do not distinctly see, that no tribe of Turk or Mongol race migrated west-

: ward out of Central Asia until considerably later than ~he time of Herodotus. 
i.To make out such a negative, seems to me impossible: and the 11,1arks of 
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prototypes of the Huns and Bulgarians of later centuries. 
The Sword, in the literal sense of the word, was their chief 
god 1-an iron scimitar solemnly elevated upon a wide and 
lofty platform, which was supported on masses of faggots 
piled underneath-to whom sheep, horses, and a portion of 
their prisoners taken in war, were offered up in sacrifice. 
Herodotus treats this sword as the image of the god Ares, thus 
putting an Hellenic interpretation upon that which he describes 
literally as a barbaric rite. The scalps and the skins of slain 
enemies, and sometimes the skull formed into a drinking-cup, 
constituted the decoration of a Scythian warrior. Whoever 
had not slain an enemy, was excluded from participation in the 
annual festival and bowl of wine prepared by the chief of each 
separate horde. The ceremonies which took place during the 
sickness and funeral obsequies of the Scythian kings (who 
were buried at Gerrhi at the extreme point to which navigation 
extended up the Borysthenes) partook of the same sanguinary 
disposition. It was the Scythian practice to put out the eyes 
of all their slaves. The awkwardness of the Scythian frame, 
often overloaded with fat, together with extreme dirt of body, 
and absence of all discriminating feature between one man 
ethnographical analogy, so far as they go, decidedly favour the opinion of 
Niebuhr. Ukert also (Skythien, p. 266-280) controverts the opinion of 
Niebuhr. 

At the same time it must be granted that these marks are not very 
conclusive, and that many Nomadic hordes, whom no one would refer 
to the same race, may yet have exhibited an analogy of manners and 
characteristics equal to thaf between the Scythians and Mongols. 

The principle upon which the Indo-European family of the human race 
is rlefined and parted off, appears to me inapplicable to any particular case 
wherein the language of the people is unknown -to us. The nations 
constituting that family have no other point of affinity except in the roots 
and structure of their language ; on every other point there is the widest 
difference. To enable us to affirm that the Massagetre, or the Scythians, 
or the Alani, belonged to the Indo-European family, it would be requisite 
that we should know something of their language. But the Scythian 
language may be said to be wholly unknown ; and the very few words 
which are brought to our knowledge do not tend to aid the Indo-European 
hypothesis. 

See the story of the accidental discovery of this Scythian sword when 
lost, by At til a the chief of the I-I uns (Priscus ap. J ornandem de Rebus 
Geticis, c. 35, and in Eclog. Legation, p. 5o). 

Lucian in the Toxaris (c. 38, vol. ii. p. 546, Hemst.) notices the worship 
of the Akinakes or Scimitar by the Scythians in plain terms, without inter
posing the idea of the god Ares : compare Clemen. Alexan d. Protrept. p. 
25, Syl. Ammianus Marcellinus, in speaking of the Alani (xxxi. 2), as well 
as Pomponius Mela (ii. 1) and Solinus (c. 20), copy Herodotus. Ammianus 
is more literal in his description of the Sarmatian sword-worship (xvii. 12), 
"Eductisque mucronibus, quos pro numinibus colunt," &c. 
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and another, complete the brutish portrait.l Mare's milk 
(with cheese made from it) seems to have been their chief 
luxury, and probably served· the same purpose of procuring 
the intoxicating drink called kumz'ss, as at present among the 
Bashkirs and the Kalmucks. 2 ' 

If the habits of the Scythians were such as to create in the 
near observer no other feeling than repugnance, their force at 
least inspired terror. They appeared in the eyes ofThucydides 
so numerous and so formidable, that 'he pronounces them 
irresistible, if they could but unite, by any other nation 
within his knowledge. Herodotus, tod, conceived the same 
idea of a race among whom every man was a warrior and a 
practised horse-bowman, and who were· placed by their mode 
of life out of all reach of an enemy's attack.s Moreover, 
,Herodotus does not speak meanly 'of their intelligence, 
contrasting them in favourable terms with the general stupidity 
of the other nations bordering on the Euxine. In this respect 
Thucydides seems to differ from him. 

On the east, the Scythians of the time of Herodotus were 
separated only by the river Tanais from the Sarmatians, who 
occupied the territory for several days' journey north-east 
of the Pal us M<eotis : on the south they were divided by the 
Danube from the section of Thracians called Getre. Both 
these nations were Nomadic, analogous to the Scythians in 
habits, military efficiency, and fierceness. Indeed Herodotus 
and Hippokrates distinctly intimate that the Sarmatians were 
nothing but a branch of Scythians, 4 speaking a Scythian dialect, 

1 Herodot. iv. 3-62, 7I-75; Sophokles, CEnomaus-ap. Athenre. ix. 
p. 4I0; Hippokrates, De Aere, Locis et Aquis, ch. vi. s: 9I--<J9, &c.· 

It is seldom that we obtain, in reference to the modes of life of an ancient 
population, two such excellent witnesses as Herodotus and Hippokrates 
about the Scythians. 

Hippokrates was accustomed to see the naked figure in its highest 
perfection at the Grecian games: hence perhaps he is led to dwell more. 
emphatically on the corporeal defects of the Scythians. 

2 See Pallas, Reise durch Russland, and Dr. Clarke, Travels in Russia, 
ch. xii. p. 238. ~ . · 

8 Thucyd. ii. 95; Herodot. ii. 46-47: his idea of the formidable power 
of the Scythians seems also to be implied in his expression (c. 8r), /Cal 
OA.l")'ous, cds l~eVOas elvat. 

Herodotus holds the same language about the Thracians, however, as 
Thucydides about the Scythians-irresistible, if they could but act with 
union (v. 3). 

4 The testimony of Herodotus to this effect (iv. IIG-II7) seems clear 
and positive, especially as to the language. Hippokrat~s also calls the 
Sauromatre (8vos ~Kv8<~cOv (De Aere, Locis et Aquis, c. vi.· sect. 89, 
Petersen). 
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and distinguished from their neighbours on the other side of 
the Tanais chiefly by this peculiarity-that the women among 
them were warriors hardly less daring and expert than the men. 
This attribute of Sarmatian women, as a matter of fact, is well 
attested-though Herodotus has thrown over it an air of 
suspicion not properly belonging to it, by his explanatory 
genealogical mythe, deducing the Sarmatians from a mixed 
breed between the Scythians and the Amazons. 

The wide extent of steppe eastward and north-eastward of 
the Tanais, between the Ural mountains and the Caspian, and 
beyond the possessions of the Sarmatians, was traversed by 
Grecian traders, even to a good distance in the direction of the 
Altai mountains-the rich produce of gold, both in Altai and 
Ural, being the great temptation. First (according to Hero
dotus) came the indigenous Nomadic nation called Budini, 
who dwelt to the northward of the Sarmatians,1 and among 

I cannot think that there is any sufficient ground for the marked ethnical 
distinction which several authors draw (contrary to Herodotus) between 
the Scythians and the Sarmatians. Boeckh considers the latter to be of 
Median or Persian origin, but to be also the progenitors of the modern 
Sclavonian family: "Sarmatre, Slavorum hand dubie parentes" (Introduct. 
:<d Inscr, Sarmatic. Corp. Insc. part xi. p. 83). Many other authors have 
shared this opinion, which identifies the Sarmatians with the Slavi; but 
Paul Joseph Schafarik (Slavische Alterthtimer, vol. i. c. z6) has given 
powerful reasons against it. 

Nevertheless Schafarik admits the Sarmatians to be of Median origin, 
and radically distinct from the Scythians. But the passages which are 
quoted to prove this point from Diodorus (ii. 43), from Mela (i. rg), and 
from Pliny (H. N. vi. 7), appear to me of much less authority than the 
assertion of Herodotus. In none of these authors is there any trace of 
inquiries made in or near the actual spot from neighbours and competent 
informants, such as we find in Herodotus, And the chapter in Diodorus, 
on which both Boeckh and Schafarik lay especial stress, is one of the least 
trustworthy in the whole book. To believe in the existence of Scythian 
kings who reigned over all Asia from the Eastern Ocean to the Caspian, 
and sent out large colonies of Medians and Assyrians is surely impossible; 
and Wesseling speaks much within the truth when he says, "V erum hrec 
dubia admodum atque incerta." It is remarkable to see Boeckh treating 
this passage as conclusive against Herodotus and Hippokrates. M. Boeckh 
has also given a copious analysis of the names found in the Greek inscrip
tions from Scythian, Sarmatian and Mreotic localities (Introduct. ad 
Inscripp. Sarmatic.), and he endeavours to establish an analogy between 
the two latter classes and Median names. But the analogy holds just as 
much with regard to the Scythian names. 

1 The locality which Herodotus assigns to the Budini creates difficulty. 
According to his own statement, it would seem that they ought to be near 
to the Neuri (iv. 105), and so in fact Ptolemy places them (v. 9) near 
about Volhynia and the sources of the Dniester. 

Mannert (Geographie der Griech. und Romer, Der Norden der Erde, v. 
iv. p. 138) conceives the Budini to be a Teutonic tribe; but Paul Joseph 



Lydians-Medes-c;:immerians 39 
who~ were established a colony of Pontic Greeks intermi~d 
with natives and called Geloni; these latter inhabited a 
spacious town, built entirely of wood. Beyond the Budini 
eastward dwelt the Thyssagetre ahd the · Jurkre; tribes of 
hunters, and even a body of Scythians who had migrated from 
the territories of the Regal Scythians. The Issedones were the 
easternmost people respecting whom any definite information 
reached the Greeks ; beyond them we find nothing but fable 1 

-the one-eyed Arimaspians, the. gold-guarding Grypes . or 
Griffins, and the· bald-headed Argipprei. It is impossible to 
fix with precision the geography of these different tribes, or to 
"do more than comprehend approximately their local bearings 
and relations to each other. 
Schafarik (Slavische Alterthiimer, i. IO·, p. ISS-195) has shown more 
plausible grounds for believing both them and the Neuri to be of Slavic 
family. It seems that the names Bndirii and Neuri are traceable to_Siavic 
roots ; that the wooden town described by Herodotus in the midst of the 
Budini is an exact parallel of the primitive Slavic towns, down even to the 
twelfth century ; and that the description of the country around, with its 
woods and marshes containing beavers, otters, &c., harmonises better with 
Southern Poland and Russia than with the neighbourhood of the Ural 
mountains. From the colour ascribed to the Bndini, no certain inference 
can be drawn: 'Yll.av~e6v 'TE 1rilv lcrxvpO,s ~cr'Tl ~eal1rvpp6v (iv. 108). Mannert 
construes it in favour of Teutonic family; Schafarik in favour cif Slavic; and 
it is to be remarked, that Jiippokrat~s talks of the Scythians generally 
as extremely 1ruppo£ (De Aere, Locis et Aquis, c. vi. : 'compare Aristot, 
Problem. xxxviii. 2). 

These reasonings are plausible; yet we can hardly venture to alter the 
position of the Budini as Herodotus describes it, eastward of the Tanais. 
For he states in the most explicit manner that the route as far as the 
Argipprei is thoroughly k1Wwn, traversed both by Scythian and by Grecian 
traders, and that all the nations in the way to it are known (iv. 24} : p.exp• 
p.tv 'TOO'TOJV '71'0Al\h 1rEpi1/JctVEtl% 'T~S Xchp'f)S ~CT'Tl Kal 'TO,v lp.1rpocr8EV e8VEOJV' /Cal 

')l?!.p ~KuOJoov 'TlJI~S lt?TlKVEov'Tat fs a.VToVs, -rWv oV xaA€'1r&v Ef1'TL 1rv8Eu8at, kal 
'EA71.1,VOJV 'TOJV EIC Bopvcr8Jve6s 'TE ~p.7roplov ICI%l "'"" /lll.li.OJll nov'TiKO,v ~p. ... oplOJv. 
These Greek and Scythian traders, in their journey from the Pontic 
seaports into the interior, employed seven different languages and as many 
interpreters. 

Volcker thinks that Herodotus or his informants confounded the Don 
with the Volga (Mythische Geographie, sect. 24, p. rgo}, supposing that 
the higher parts of the latter belonged to the former ; a mistake not 
unnatural, since the two rivers approach pretty near to each other at one 
particular point, and since the lower parts of the Volga, together with the 
northern shore of the Caspian, where its embouchere is situated, appear to 
have been little visited and almost unknown in antiquity. There cannot 
be a more striking evidence how unknown these regions were, than the 
persuasion, so general in antiquity, that the Caspian Sea was a gulf of the 
ocean, to which Herodotus, Aristotle anq Ptolemy are almost the only 
exceptions. Alexander von Humboldt has some valuable remarks on the 
tract laid down by Herodotus from the Tanais to the Argipprei (Asie 
Centrale, vol. i. p. 390-400). 1 Herodot. iv. So. 
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But the best known of all is the situation of the Tauri 

(perhaps a remnant of the expelled Cimmerians), who dwelt 
in the southern portion of the Tauric Chersonesus (or Crimea), 
and who immolated human sacrifices to their native virgin 
goddess-identified by the Greeks with Artemis, and serving 
as a basis for the affecting legend of Iphigeneia. The Tauri 
are distingished by Herodotus from Scythians, 1 but their 
manners and state of civilisation seem to have been very 
analogous. It appears also that the powerful and numerous 
Massagetre, who dwelt in Asia on the plains eastward of the 
Caspian and southward of the Issedones, where so analogous 
to the Scythians as to be reckoned as members of the same 
race by many of the contemporaries of Herodotus.2 

This short enumeration of the various tribes near the Euxine 
and the Caspian, as well as we can make them out, from the 
seventh to the fifth century B.c., is necessary for the 
comprehension of that double invasion of Scythians and 
Cimmerians which laid waste Asia between 63o and 6ro B.c. 
We are not to expect from Herodotus, born a century and a 
half afterwards, any very clear explanations of this event, nor 
were· all his informants unanimous respecting the causes 
which brought it about. But it is a fact perfectly within the 
range of historical analogy, that accidental aggregations of 
number, development of aggressive spirit, or failure in the 
means of subsistence, among the Nomadic tribes of the Asiatic 
plains, have brought on the civilised nations of Southern 
Europe calamitous invasions of which the primary moving 
cause was remote and unknown. Sometimes a weaker tribe, 
flying before a stronger, has been in this manner precipitated 
upon the territory of a richer and less military population, so 
that an impulse originating in the distant plains of Central 
Tartary has been propagated until it reached the southern 
extremity of Europe, through successive intermediate tribes
a phrenomenon especially exhibited during the fourth and fifth 
centuries of the Christian rera, in the declining years of the 
Roman empire. A pressure so transmitted onward is said to 
have brought down the Cimmerians and Scythians upon the 
more southerly regions of Asia. The most ancient story in 

1 Herodot. iv. 99-IOI. Dionysius Perii!gi!ti!s seems to identify Cimme
rians and Tauri (v. r68: compare v. 68o, where the Cimmerians are placed 
on the Asiatic side of the Cimmerian Bosphoms, adjacent to the Sindi). 

2 Herodot. i. 202. Strabo compares the inroads of the Sal;re, which 
was the name applied by the Persians t:> the Scythians, to those of the 
Cimmerians and the Tri!res (xi. P· SII-512). 



Lydians-Medes-Cimmerians 4 I 
explanation of this incident seems to have been contained in 
the epic poem (now lost) called Arimaspia, of the mystic 
Aristeas of Prokonnesus, composed 'apparently about 540 B.c. 
This poet, under the in$piration of Apollo, 1 undertook a 
pilgrimage to visit the sac~ed Hyperboreans (especial votaries 
of that god) in their elysiurr beyond the Rhiprean ~ountains ; 
but he did not reach farth~r than the Issedones. According, 
to him, the movement, ~hereby the Cimmerians had been 
expelled from their possessi,ons on the Euxine Sea, began with 
the Grypes or Griffins in the extreme north-the sacred 
character of the Hyperboreans beyond was incompatible with 
aggression or bloodshed. 

1 
The' Grypes invaded the Ari

maspians, who on their part assailed their neighbours the 
Issedones.2 These latter moved southward or westward .and 
drove the Scythians across' the Tanais; while the Scythians, 
ca~,;ried forward by this onset, expelled the Cimmerians from 
their territories along the PaJus Mreotis and the Euxine. >1 

We see thus that Aristeas referred the attack of the Scythians 
upon the Cimmerians to a distant impulse proceeding in the 
first instance from the Grypes or Griffins. But Herodotus had 
heard it explained in another way which he seems to think 
more correct-the Scythians, originally occupants of Asia; or 
the regions east of the Caspian, had been driven across the 
Araxes, in consequence of an, unsuq:essful war with the Massa
get<e, and precipitated upon the Ciii?-merians in J<;urope.3 

When the Scythian host ~pproached, the Cimmerians were 
not agreed among themselves whether fo resist or retire. The 
majority of the people were dismayed and wished to evacuate 
the territory, while the kings of the .different tribes resolved to 
fight and perish at home. IT'hose who were animated with 
such fierce despair, divided themselves along with the kings 
into two equal bodies, and perished by each other's hands 
near the river Tyras, where the sepulchres of the kings were 
yet shown in the time of ~erodotus.4 The mass of the 
Cimmerians fled and abandon~d their country to the Scythians; 
who, however, not content with possession of the country; 
followed the fugitives across ~he Cimmerian Bosphorus from 
west to east, under the comm~nd of their prince Madyes son 
of Protothyes. The Cimmerians, coasting along the east of 
the Euxine Sea and passing tb the west of Mount Caucasus, 

I 

1 Herodot. iv. I3. if>ot/36ll.ap:nos <"yev&p.evos. 2 Herodot. iv. I3. 
B Herodot. iv. I I. "Eun lle Kal .&ll.ll.os li.O")'os, txwv &lle, T<f p.ri.ll.tUTO. 

li.<")'OJJ.EJI'f' abTos 1Tpou KEtp.at. ' . 
4 Herodot. iv. II, ' 

c 2 
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made their way first into Kolchis, and next into Asia Minor, 
where they established themselves on the peninsula on the 
northern coast, near the site of the subsequent Grecian city of 
Sinope. But the Scythian pursuers, mistaking the course taken 
by the fugitives, followed the more circuitous route east of 
Mount Caucasus near to the Caspian Sea ; 1 which brought 
them, not into Asia Minor, but into Media. Both Asia Minor 
and Media became thus exposed nearly at the same time to 
the ravages of northern N omades. 

These two stories, representing the belief of Herodotus and 
Aristeas, involve the assumption that the Scythians were com
paratively recent immigrants into the territory between the 
Ister and the Palus M::eotis. But the legends of the Scythians 
themselves, as well as those of the Pontic Greeks, imply the 
contrary of this assumption; and describe the Scythians as 
primitive and indigenous inhabitants of the country. Both 
legends are so framed as to explain a triple division, which 
probably may have prevailed, of the Scythian aggregate 
nationality, traced up to three heroic brothers: both also agree 
in awarding the predominance to the youngest brother of the 
three, 2 though, in other respects, the names and incidents of 
the two are altogether different. The Scythians called them
selves Skoloti. 

Such material differences, in the various accounts given to 
Herodotus of the Scythian and Cimmerian invasions of Asia, 
are by no means wonderful, seeing that nearly two centuries 
had elapsed between that event and his visit to the Pontus. 
That the Cimmerians (perhaps the northernmost portion of the 
great Thracian name and conterminous with the Get::e on the 
Danube) were the previous tenants of much of the territory 
between the Ister and the Palus M::eotis, and that they were 
expelled in the seventh century B.c. by the Scythians, we may 
follow Herodotus in believing. But Niebuhr has shown that 
there is great intrinsic improbability in his narrative of the 
march of the Cimmerians into Asia Minor, and in the pursuit 
of these fugitives by the Scythians. That the latter would 
pursue at all, when an extensive territory was abandoned to 
them without resistance, is hardly supposable: that they would 

1 Herodot. iv. 1-12. 
2 Herodot. iv. 5-9. At this day, the three great tribes of the Nomadic 

Turcomans, on the north-eastern border of Persia near the Oxus-the 
Yamud, the Gokla, and the Tuka-assert for themselves a legendary 
genealogy deduced from three brothers (Frazer, Narrative of a Journey in 
Khorasan, p. 258). · 
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pursue and mistake their way, is still more difficult to believe : 
rior can we overlook the great difficulties of the road and the 
Caucasian passes, in the route ascribed to the Cimmerians.1 

Niebuhr supposes the latter to have marched into Asia Minor 
by the western side of the Euxine and aqoss the Thracian 
Bosphorus, after having been defeated in a decisive battle by 
the Scythians near the river Tyras, where their last kings fell 
and were interred.2 Though this"is both an easier route, and 
more in accordance with the analogy of other occupants ex
pelled from the same territory, we must, in the absence of 
positive evidence, treat the point as unauthenticated. · 

The inroad of the Cimmerians into Asia Minor was doubtless 
connected with their expulsion from the northern coast of the 
Euxine by the Scythians, but we may well doubt whether it 
was at all connected (as Herodotus had been told that it ·was) 
with the invasion of Media by the Scythians, except as happening 
near about the same time. The same great evolution of Scythian 
power, or propulsion by other tribes behind, may have occasioned 
both events,-brought about by different bodies of Scythians, 
but nearly contemporaneous. 

Herodotus tells us two facts respecting the Cimmerian 
immigrants into Asia Minor. They. committed destructive, 
though transient, ravages in many parts of Paphlagonia, Phrygia, 
Lydia, and Ionia-and they occupied permanently the northern 
peninsula, 3 whereon the Greek city of Sin ope was afterwards 

1 Read the description of the difficult escape of Mithridates Eupator, 
with a mere handful of men from Pontus to Bosphoius by this route, 
between the western edge of Caucasus and the Euxine (Strabo, xi. p. 495-
496)-7) Tow 'Axa.twv Kal Zv-ywv Kal 'Hvt.lxwv .,.a.pa.A.la.-all piratical and 
barbarous tribes-Tjl 'lra.pa.,\[~ xa.A.E'IrWS pet, Ta 'lrOA.A.i'l. ~p.{3a.(vwv f'lrl Tt}V 
8ci.A.aO'O'av: compare Plutarch, Pompei us, c. 34· Pompey thought the route 
unfit for his march. · 

To suppose the Cimmerian tribes with their waggons passing along such 
a track would require strong positive evidence. According to Ptolemy, 
however, there were two passes over the range of Caucasus-the Caucasian 
or Albanian gates, near Derbend and the Caspian, and the Sarmatian gates, 
considerably more to the westward (Ptolemy, Geogr. v. 9; Forbiger, 
Handbuch der Alten Geographic, vol. ii. sect. 56, p. 55). It is not im
possible that the Cimmerians may have followed the westernmost, and the 
Scythians the easternmost, of these two passes; but the whole story is 
certainly very improbable. 

2 See Niebuhr's Dissettation above refetred to, p. 366-367. A reason 
for supposing that the Cimmerians came into Asia Minor from the west and 
not from the east is, that we find them so. much confounded with the 
Thracian Tr~res, indicating seemingly a joint invasion. 

s Herodot. i. 6-15 j iv. 12. tf>a.ivovTa.t a< oi Ktp.p.lptot, tf>e6-yovTES ~s .,-t]v 
'Actl-rw ToVs lte68as teal-rhv XEpu&v'iJU'OV "":luav-res, iv -r1J vVv lwdnr71 1r6Jus 
'EA.A.as o!KtO'Ta.t. 
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planted. Had the elegies of the contemporary Ephesian poet 
Kallinus been preserved, we should have known better how to 
appreciate these trying times. He strove to keep alive the 
energy of ~is countrymen against the formidable invaders.1 

1 Kallinus, Fragment, 2, 3,· ed. Bergk. Nvv li' ~,.l K1p.p.•plwv u-rpa-ros 
tpx•-ra• 0/3p•p.o•nwv (Strabo, xiii. p. 627: xiv. 633-647). 0. Muller 
(History of the Literature of Ancient Greece, ch. x. s. 4) and Mr. Clinton 
(Fasti Hellenici, B.c. 716-635) may be consulted about the obscure chron· 
ology of these events. The Scythico-Cimmerian invasion of Asia, to which 
Herodotus alludes, appears fixed for some date in the reign of Ardys the 
Lydian, 64o-629 B.c., and may stand for 635 B.C. as Mr. Clinton puts it. 
0. Muller is right, I think, in stating that the fragment of the poet Kallinus 
above cited alludes to tht's invasion; for the supposition of Mr. Clinton that 
Kallinus here alludes to an invasion past and not present, 11.ppears to be 
excluded by the word vvv. Mr. Clinton places both Kallinus and Archi
lochus (in my judgement) half a century too high ; for I agree with 0. 
MUller in disbelieving the story told by Pliny of the picture sold by Bular· 
chus to Kandaules. 0. MUller follows Strabo (i. p. 61) in calling Madys 
a Cimmerian prince who drove the Treres out of Asia Minor ; whereas 
Herodotus mentions him as the Scytht'an prince who drove the Cimmerians 
out of their own territory t'nto Asia Minor (i. io3). 

The chronology of Herodotus is intelligible and consistent with itself: 
that of Strabo we cannot settle, when he speaks of many different invasions. 
Nor does his language give us the smallest reason to suppose that he was 
in possession of any means of determining dates for these early times
nothing at all calculated to justify the positive chronology which Mr. 
Clinton deduces from him: compare Fasti Hellenici, B.C. 635, 629, 617. 
Strabo says, after affirming that Homer knew both the name and the reality 
of the Cimmerians (i. p. 6; iii. p. 149)-Kal -yil.p Ka8'q0p.7Jpov, f) ,.po a~-rov 
f.L11Cp6u, 'A.E-yovO'I T~ll To!ll K1p.p.•plwv lcpoliou 'Y€11EIJ8U.I T~v f.LEXP' -rils Aloll.llios 
Kal -rils 'Iwvlas-" which places the first appearance of the Cimmerians in 
Asia Minor a century at least before the Olympiad of Coree bus" (says Mr. 
Clinton). But what means could Strabo have had to chronologise events as 
happening at or a little before the time of Homer? No date in the Grecian 
world was so contested, or so indeterminable, as the time of Homer : nor 
wil! it do to reason, as Mr. Clinton does, t'. e. to take. the latest date fixed 
for Homer among many, and then to say that the invasion of the Cim
merians must be at least B.c. 876: thus assuming it as a certainty, that 
whether the date of Homer be a century earlier or later, the invasion of the 
Cimmerians must be made to fit it. When Strabo employs such untrust
worthy chronological standards, he only shows us (what everything else 
confirms) that there existed no tests of any value for events of that early 
date in the Grecian world. 

Mr. Clinton announces this ante-Homeric calculation as a chronological 
certainty: "The Cimmerians first appeared in Asia Minor about a century 
before B.C. 776. An irruption is recorded in B.C. 782. Their last inroad 
was in B.C. 635. The settlement of Ambr6n (the Milesian, at Sin6pt!) 
may be placed at about B. c. 782, twenty-six years before the rera assigned 
to (the Milesian or Sin6pic settlement of) Trapezus." 

On what authority does Mr. Clinton assert that a Cimmerian irruption 
was recorded in B.C 782? Simply on the following passage of Orosius, 
which he cites at B.c. 635 :-"Anno ante urbem conditam tricesimo
Tunc etiam A mazonum gentt's et Cimmeriorum in A siam repentinus incursus 
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! 

From later authors (who probablyf'had these poems before 
them) we learn that the Cimmerian host, having occupied the 
Lydian chief town Sardis (its inaccessible acropolis defied 
them), poured with their waggons into the tertile valley of the 
Ka1ster, took and sacked Magnesia on the Mreander, and even 
threatened the temple of Artemis at Ephesus. But the goddess 
so well protected her own tow'n and :sanctuary,1 that Lygdamis 

' ; 

. plurimum diu lateque vastationem et stragem intulit." If this authority 
of Orosius is to be trusted, we ought to say that the invasion of the 

:Amazons was a recorded fact. To treat a fact mentioned in Orosius (an 
; author of the fourth century after: Christ) and referred to B.C. 782, as ·a 
1 recorded fact, confounds the most important boundary-lines in regard to the 
:appreciation of historical evidence. : . 
1 In fixing the Cimmerian 'invasion of Asia at 782 B.c., Mr. Clinton has 
i the statement of Orosi us, whatever: it may be wotth, to rest upon ; but in 
~fixing the settlement of Ambrtln tl)e Milesian (at Sin8pe) at 782 B.c., I 
1 know not that he had any authority. at all. Eusebius does indeed place the 
:foundation of Trapezus in 756 B.C., and Trapezus is said to have been a 
, colony from Sin8pe ; and Mr. Clinton therefore is anxious to find some 
:date for the foundation of Sin8pe anterior to 756 B. c.'; but there is nothing 
'to warrant him in selecting 782 B.c:, rather than any other year. 

In my judgement, the establishment of any Milesian colony in the Euxine 
'at so early a date as 7 56 B.C. is highly improbable : and when we find that 
, the same Eusebius fixes the foundation of Sin8pe (the metropolis of Tra
, pezus) as low down as 629 B.C., this is an argument with me for believing 
. that the date which he assigns to Trapezus i.s by far too early. Mr. Clinton 
treats the date which Eusebius.assigns to Trapezus as certain, and infers from 
it, that the d'ate which the same author assigns to Si1i8p~ is 130 years later 
than the reality: I reverse the inference, 'considering the date which he 
assigns to Sin8pe as the more trustworth~ of the two, and deducing the 
conclusion, that the date which he gives for Trapezus is 130 years at least 
earlier than the reality. i . · · 

On all grounds, the authority of the chronologists is gre;:tter with regard 
to the later of the two periods thim to tire earlier, and there is besides 
the additional probability arising out of what is a suitable date for Milesian 

, settlement. To which I will add, that Herodotus places the settlement of 
the Cimmerians near "that spot where Sin8pe is now settled,'' in the reign 
of Ardys, soon after 635 B. c. Sin6pe was therefore not founded at the 
time when the Cimmerians went th~re, in the belief of Herodotus. 

1 Strabo, i. p. 6r; Kallirnachus, Hymn. 'ad Dianam, 251-26o
, •••• -i]Aaivwv O.A.a:rro.~ip.c:v ~TTeiATJCTe. (E~euov) 
AVy&aJ.U~ VJ3ptcrri)r;, brt ~€ U1j«T0v iTnrqJLO..\:ywv 
•Hya.ye ,Ktp.p.ef!{wv, IJ!afci9~ to-o~, oi P,o. 7ta.p' <uiTOv 
KeKA.t.aevot va.r.ovut f3oot; 1ropov Iva.xu->VlJS'· 
• A 8'!'tAOs- f3o.u,At€wv Ouov .j}Ar.n:v· oV yC..p iJ.LeA.Ae 
OiiT' a.VTOS' l.K.v6irw8~ 7ra.AltJ.1fETis-, oVn: T'S' M.\.o) 
:ouuc:>v Ev A~~J.Li;w, Ka.iio-Tpi~ ~Cra.v O.J.l«ta,, 

Atfr a7r.OVO<TT7JO'Er.V o • o • o • 

In the explanation of the proverb ::Stcv8wv ip:p.la, allusion is made to a sud· 
den panic and flight of Scythian~ from Ephesus (Hesychius, v. 'ltcv8wv 

1 ~p'l)p.la)-probably this must. refer to some story of interference on the part of 
1 Artemis to protect the town against these Cimmerians. The confusion 
, between Cimmerians and Scythians is very frequent. 
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the leader of the Cimmerians, whose name marks him for a · 
Greek, after a season of prosperous depredation in Lydia and 
Ionia, conducting his host into the mountainous regions of 
Kilikia, was there overwhelmed and slain. Though these 
marauders perished, the Cimmerian settlers in the territory 
near Sin ope remained; and Ambron, the first Milesian cekist 
who tried to colonise that spot, was slain by them, if we may 
believe Skymnus. They are not mentioned afterwards, but it 
seems not unreasonable to believe that they appear under the 
name of the Chalybes, whom Herodotus mentions along that 
coast between the Mariandynians and Paphlagonians, and 
whom Mela notices as adjacent to Sinope and Amisus.1 

Other authors place the Chalybes, on several different points, 
more to the east, though along the same parallel of latitude
between the Mosynceki and Tibareni-near the river Thermodon 
-and on the northern boundary of Armenia, near the sources 
of the Araxes ; but Herodotus and Mela recognise Chalybes 
westward of the river Halys and the Paphlagonians, near to 
Sin6pe. These Chalybes were brave mountaineers, though 
savage in manners; distinguished as producers and workers of 
the iron which their mountains afforded. In the conceptions 
of the Greeks, as manifested in a variety of fabulous notices, 
they are plainly connected with Scythians or Cimmerians ; 
whence it seems probable that this connexion was present to 
the mind of Herodotus in regard to the inland population 
near Sin ope. 2 

1 Herodot. i. 28; Mela, i. I9, 9; Skymn. Chi. Fragm. 207. 
2 The ten thousand Greeks in their homeward march passed through a 

people called Chalybes between Armenia and the town of Trapezus, and 
also again after eight days' march westerly from Trapezus, between the 
Tibareni and Mosynceki: compare Xenophon, Anabas. iv, 7, IS ; v. 5, I ; 
probably different sections of the same people. The last-mentioned 
Chalybes seem to have been the best known, from their iron works, and 
their greater vicinity to the Greek ports : Ephorus recognised them (see 
Ephori Fragm. So-82, ed. Marx); whether he knew of the more easterly 
Chalybes, north of Armenia, is less certain : so also Dionysius PeriegeU:!s, 
v. 768 : compare Eustathius ad loc. 

The idea which prevailed among ancient writers, of a connexion between 
the Chalybes in these regions and the Scythians or Cimmerians (X&A.v~os 
::S~<vOwv 1<1I'OI/Cos, h:schyl. Sept. ad The bas, 729; and Hesiod. ap. Clemen. 
Alex. Str. i. p. I32), and of which the supposed residence of the Amazons 
on the river Therm6d6n seems to be one of the manifestations, is discussed 
in Hoeckh, Kreta, book i. ·p. 294-305 ; and Mannert, Geographie der 
Griechen und Romer, vi. 2, p. 408-4I6: compare Stephan. Byz. v. 
XaA.vjJes. Mannert believes in an early Scythian immigration into these 
regions. The Ten Thousand Greeks passed through the territory of a 
people called Skythini, immediately bordering on the Chalybes to the 
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Herodotus seems to have conceived: only one· invasion of 

Asia by the Cimmerians, during the reign of Ardys in Lydia. 
Ardys was succeeded by his son Sadyattes, who reigned twelve 
yea'rs; and it was Alyattes, son and successor of Sadyattes 
(according to Herodotus), who expelledithe Cimmerians from 
Asia.l But Strabo seems to speak of several invasions,· in 
which the Treres, a Thracian tribe, were concerned, and which 
ani not clearly discriminated; while Kallisthenes affirmed that 
Sardis had been taken by the Treres and Lykians.2 We se'e 
only that a large and fair portion of Asia Minor was for much 
of this seventh century B.c. in possession of these destroying 
Nomads, who while on the one hand they afflicted the Ionic 
Greeks, on the other hand indirectly befriended them by 
retarding the growth of the Lydian monarchy. 

The invasion of Upper Asia by the Scythians appears to 
have been nearly simultaneous with that of Asia. Minor by the 
Cimmerians, but more ruinous and longer protracted. The 
Median king Kyaxares, called away from the siege of Nineveh 
to oppose them, was totally defeated1

.; and the Scythians 
became full masters of the country. They spread themselves 
over the whole of Upper Asia, as far as Palestine and the 
borders of Egypt, where Psammetichus the Egyptian king met 
them and only redeemed his kingdom from invasion by prayers 
and costly presents. In their return a· detachment of them 
sac~ed the temple of Aphrodite at Askalon; an act of sacrilege 
which the goddess avenged both upon the plunderers and their 
descendants, to the third and fourth generation~ Twenty-eight 
years did their dominion in Upper As_ia continue,3 with in; 
tolerable cruelty and oppression; until at length Kyaxares and 
the I Medes found means to entrap the -chiefs into a banquet, 
north; which region some identify with the Sakas~n~ of Strabo (xi. 5II) 
occupied (according to that geographer) by invaders from Eastern Scythia. 

It seems that Sinilp~ was one of the most considerable places for the 
export of the iron used in Greece : the Sinopic as well as the Chalybdic 
(or Chalybic) iron had a special reputation (Stephan. Byz. v. AaiCeaaip.wv). 

About the Chalyhes, compare Ukert, Skythien, p. 521-523. 
1 Herodot i. 15, r6. -
2 Strabo, xi. p. 5II; xii. p. 552; xiii. p. 627,• _ 
The poet Kallinus mentioned both Cimmerians and Treres (Fr. :z, 3, ed .. 

Bergk ; Strabo, xiv. p. 633-647). . 
3 Herodot. i. 105. The account given by Herodotus of the punishment 

inflicted by the offended Aphrodite on the Scythian plunderers, and on 
their children's children down to his time, becomes especially interesting 
when we combine it with the statement of Hippokrates respecting the 
peculiar incapacities which were so apt to affect the Scythians, and the 
religious interpretation put upon them by the sufferers (De Aere, Locis et 
Aquis, c. vi. s. xo6-rog). 
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and slew them in the hour of intoxication. The Scythian host 
once expelled, the Medes resumed their empire. Herodotus 
tells us that these Scythians returned to the Tauric Chersonese, 
where they found that during their long absence, their wives 
had intermarried with the slaves, while the new offspring which -
had grown up refused to readmit them. A deep trench had 
been drawn across a line over which their march lay,I and the 
new-grown youth defended it with bravery, until at length (so 
the story runs) the returning masters took up their whips instead 
of arms, and scourged the rebellious slaves into submission. 

Little as we know about the particulars of these Cimmerian 
and Scythian inroads, they deserve notice as the first (at least 
the first historically known) among the numerous invasions of 
cultivated Asia and Europe by the Nomads of Tartary. Huns, 
A vars, Bulgarians, Magyars, Turks, Mongols, Tartars, &c. are 
found in subsequent centuries repeating the same infliction, 
and establishing a dominion both more durable, and not less 
destructive, than the transient scourge of the Scythians during 
the reign of K yaxares. 

After the expulsion of the Scythians from Asia, the full 
extent and power of the Median empire was re-established; and 
Kyaxares was enabled again to besiege Nineveh. He took that 
great city, and reduced under his dominion all the Assyrians 
except those who formed the kingdom of Babylon. This 
conquest was achieved towards the close of his reign, and 
he bequeathed the Median empire; at the maximum of its 
grandeur, to his son Astyages, in 595 B.c.2 

As the dominion of the Scythians in Upper Asia lasted 
twenty-eight years before they were expelled by Kyaxares, so 
also the inroads of the Cimmerians through Asia Minor, which 
had begun during the reign of the Lydian king Ardys, continued 
through the twelve years of the reign of his son Sadyattes (629-
6!7 B.c.), and were finally terminated by Alyattes, son of the 
latter.s Notwithstanding the Cimmerians, however, Sadyattes 

1 See, in reference to the direction of this ditch, Vi:ilcker, in the work 
above referred to on the Scythia of Herodotus (Mythische Geographie, ch. 
vii. p. I 77 ). 

That the ditch existed there can be no reasonable doubt; though the tale 
given by Herodotus is highly improbable. 

2 Herodot i. I06. Mr. Clinton fixes the date of the capture of Nineveh 
at 6o6 B.C. (F. H. vol. i. p. 269), upon grounds which do not appear to me 
conclusive : the utmost which can be made out is, that it was taken during 
the last ten years of the reign of K yaxart!s. 

3 From whom Poly::enus borrowed his statement, that Alyatt~s employed 
with effect savage dogs against the Cimmerians, I do not know (Poly::en. 
vii. 2, I). 
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was in a condition to prosecute a war against the Grecian city 
of Miletus, which continued during the last seven years of his 
reign, 'and which he bequeathed to his son and successor. 
Alyatt~s continued the war for five years longer. So feeble. was 
the sentiment of union among the various Grecian towns on the 
Asiatic coast, that none of them would lend' any aid to Miletus 
except, the Chians, who were under special obligations to 
Miletus for previous aid in· a contest against Erythrre. The 
Milesiims unassisted were no match for a Lydian army in the 
field, though their great naval strength placed them out of all 
danger of a blockade ; and we must presume that the erection 
of tho~e mounds of earth against the walls, whereby the Persian 
Harpagus vanquished the Ionian cities half a century after
wards,· was then unknown to the Lydians. For twelve succes
sive years the Milesian territory was annually overrun and 
ravaged, previous to the gathering in of the ~crop. The inhabi
tants, after having been defeated in two ruinous battles, gave 
up all ihope of resisting the devastation; so that the task of the 
invaders became easy, and the Lydian army pursued their 
destructive march to the sound of flutes :and harps. While 
ruining the crops and the fruit-trees, Alyattes would not allow 
the [aim-buildings or country-houses to be burnt, in order that 
the means of production might still be preserved, to be again 
destroyed during the following season. ~y such unremitting 
devastation the Milesians were reduced to distress and famine, 
in spite of their command of the sea. The fate which after
wards' overtook them during the reign of Cnisus of becoming 
tributary subjects to the throne of Sardis, would have begun 
half a century earlier, had not Alyattes unintentionally com
mitted a profanation against the goddess Athene. Her temple 
at Assessus accidentally took fire and was consumed, when his 
soldiers on a windy day were burning the Milesian standing 
corn.~ Though no one took notice of this incident at the time, 
yet Alyattes on his return to Sardis was smitten with prolonged 
sickness. Unable to obtain relief, he despatched envoys to 
seek humble advice from the god at Delphi. But the Pythian 
priestess refused to furnish any healing suggestions until he 
should have rebuilt the burnt temple of Athene,-and Perian

, der, at that time despot of Corinth, having learnt the tenor of 
this reply, transmitted private information of it to Thrasybulus 
despot of Miletus, with whom he was intimately allied. Pre
sently there arrived at Miletus a herald on the part of Alyattes, 
proposing a truce for the special purpose of enabling him to 
rebuild the destroyed temple"-the Lydian monarch believing 
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the Milesians to be so poorly furnished with subsistence that 
they would gladly embrace such temporary relief. But the 
herald on his arrival found abundance of corn heaped up in the 
agora, and the citizens engaged in feasting and enjoyment; for 
Thrasybulus had caused all the provision in the town, both 
public and private, to be brought out, in order that the herald 
might see the Milesians in a condition of apparent plenty, and 
carry the news of it to his master. The stratagem succeeded. 
Alyattes, under the persuasion that his repeated devastation 
inflicted upon the Milesians no sensible privations, abandoned 
his hostile designs, and concluded with them a treaty of amity 
and alliance. It was his first proceeding to build two temples 
to Athene, in place of the one which had been r:Iestroyed, and 
he then forthwith recovered from his protracted malady. His 
gratitude for the cure was testified by the transmission of a 
large silver bowl, with an iron footstand welded together by the 
Chian artist Glaukus-the inventor of the art of thus joining 
together pieces of iron.1 

Alyattes is said to have carried on other operations against 
some of the Ionic Greeks : he took Smyrna, but was defeated 
in an inroad on the territory of Klazomeme.2 But on the 
whole his long reign of fifty-seven years was one of tranquillity 
to the Grecian cities on the coast, though we hear of an expe
dition which he undertook against Karia. 3 He is reported to 
have been during youth of overweening insolence, but to have 
acquired afterwards a just and improved character. By an 
Ionian wife he became father of Crcesus, whom even during his 
lifetime he appointed satrap of the town of Adramyttium and 
the neighbouring plain of Thebe. But he had also other wives 
and other sons, and one of the latter, Adramytus, is reported 
as the founder of Adramyttium.4 How far his dominion in the 
interior of Asia Minor extended, we do not know, but very 
probably his long and comparatively inactive reign may have 
favoured the accumulation of those treasures which afterwards 
rendered the wealth of Crcesus so proverbial. His monument, 
an enormous pyramidal mound upon a stone base, erected near 

I Herodot. i. 2o-23. 
2 Herodot. i. 18. Polyrenus (vii. 2, 2) mentions a proceeding of 

Alyatt~s against the Kolophonians. 
3 Nikolaus Damasken. p. 54, ed. Orelli ; Xanthi Fragment. p. 243, 

Creuzer. 
Mr. Clinton states Alyatt&s to have conquered Karia, and also LEo! is, for 

neither of which do I find sufficient authority (Fasti Hellen. ch. xvii. p. 
298). 

4 Aristoteles ap. Stephan. Byz. v. 'Aopa.p.un<iov. 
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·Sardis by the joint efforts of the whole Sardian population, wa~ 
.the most memorable curiosity in Lydia during the time ol 
Herodotus. It was inferior ~mly to the gigantic ·edifices ol 
Egypt and Babylon.! , 
1 Crcesus obtained the throne, at the death of his father, b) 
appointment from the latter: But there ·was a party among 
~he Lydians who had favoured· the' pretensions of his brother 
Pantaleon. One of the richest chiefs of that party was put to 
death afterwards by the new king, under the cruel torture of a 
spiked carding machine-his property being confiscated. 2 . The 
aggressive reign of Crees tis, lasting fourteen years (5 59-545 B.c.), 
formed a marked contrast to the long quiescence of his father 
during a reigri of fifty-seven years. 

Pretences being easily found for war against. the Asiatic 
Greeks, Crcesus attacked them .one after the other. Unfortu
nately we know neither the particulars of these successive 
aggressions, nor the previous history of the Ionic cities, so as to 
be q,ble to explain how it was that the fifth of the Mermnad 
kipgs of Sardis met with such unqualified success, _in an enter
prise which his predecessors had attempted in vain. Miletus 
alone, with the aid of Chios, had resisted Alyattes and Sadyattes 
for eleven years-and Crcesus possessed no naval force, any 
more than his father and grandfather. But on this occasion, 
not one of the towns can have displayed the like individual 
en~rgy. In regard to the Milesians, we may perhaps suspect 
that the period now under consideration was comprised in that 
long duration of intestine conflict which Herodotus represents 
(though without defining exactly when) to have crippled the 
forces of the city for two generations, and· which was at length 
appeased by a memorable decision of some arbitrators invited 
from Paros. These latter, called in by mutual consent of the 
exhausted antagonist parties at Miletus, found both the city and 
her territory in a state of general neglect and ruin. But on 
surveying the lands, they discovered some which still appeared 
to l;>e tilled with undiminished diligence and skill : to the pro
pri~tors of these lands they consigned the government of the 
towp, in the belief that they would manage the public affairs 
with as much success as their own.3 Such a state of intestine 

1 Herodot. i. 92, 93· 2 Herodot. i. 92. 
3 Herodot. v. 28. I<CI/Tb7rep6e ot TOU'T~wv, ~,.l avo '}'<VECtS &vopwv VO(J'~(J'CUJ'a 

~s Tit p.&.AzcrTa O'rclcn. 
AI yattl!s reigned fifty-seven years, and the vigorous resistance which the 

Milesians offered to him took place in the first six years of his reign. The 
" two generations of intestine dissension" may well have succeeded after 
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weakness would partly explain the easy subjugation of the 
Milesians by Croesus ; while there was little in the habits of the 
Ionic cities to present the chance of united efforts against a 
common enemy. These cities, far from keeping up any effec
tive political confederation, were in a state of habitual jealousy 
of each other, and not unfrequently in actual war. 1 The com
mon religious festivals-the Deliac festival as well as the Pan
Ionia, and afterwards the Ephesia in place of the Delia-seem 
to have been regularly frequented by all the cities throughout 
the worst of times. But these assemblies had no direct political 
function, nor were they permitted to control that sentiment of 
separate city-autonomy which was paramount in the Greek 
mind-though their influence was extremely precious in calling 
forth social sympathies. Apart from the periodical festival, 
meetings for special emergencies were held at the Pan-Ionic 
temple; but from such meetings any city, not directly implic
ated, kept aloof.2 As in this case, so in others not less critical 
throughout the historical period-the incapacity of large 
political combination was the source of constant danger, and 
ultimately proved the cause of ruin, to the independence of all 
the Grecian states. Herodotus warmly commends the advice 
given by Thales to his Ionic countrymen-and given (to use 
his remarkable expression) "before the ruin of Ionia'' 8-that a 
common senate, invested with authority over all the twelve 
cities, should be formed within the walls of Teos, as the most 
central in position; and that all the other cities should account 
themselves mere demes of this aggregate commonwealth or 
Polis. And we cannot doubt that such was the unavailing 
aspiration of many a patriot of Miletus or Ephesus, even before 
the final operations of Croesus were opened against them. 

That prince attacked the Greek cities successively, finding or 
making different pretences for hostility against each. He began 

the reign of Thrasybulus. This indeed is a mere conjecture, yet it may be 
observed that Herodotus, speaking of the time of the Ionic revolt (Soo B.c.), 
and intimating that Miletus, though then peaceable, had been for two 
generations at an early period torn by intestine dissension, could hardly have 
meant these "two generations" to apply to a time earlier than 617 B.C. 

1 Herodot. i. 17 ; vi. 99 ; A theme. vi. p. 267. Compare K. F. Her
mann, Lehrbuch der Griech. Staats Alterthiimer, sect. 77, note 28. 

2 See the remarkable. case of MiMtus sending no deputies to a Pan-Ionic 
meeting, being safe herself from dan~er (Herodot. i. 141). 

s Herodot. i. 141-170. XPT/U'T~ OE Ketl 7rplv '1j 1Starp8ap'i}val 'Iwv£1/v, e&:ll.ew 
avopbs Mtli.7)U!ov ')'VdJp.T/ ~')',VETO, &c. 

About the Pan-Ionia and the Ephesia, see Thucyd. iii. 104 ; Dionys. 
Halik. iv. 25; Herodot. i. 143-148. Compare also Whitte, De Rebus 
Chiorum Publicis, sect. vii. p. 22-26. 
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with Ephesus, which is said to have been then governeCl oy a 
despot of harsh and oppressive character, named Pind~rus, 
whose father Melas had ma:rried a daughter of Alyattes, ftnd 
who was therefore himself ,nephew of Crcesus.1 · The latter, 
having in vain invited Pinda~us and the Ephesians to surre~der 
the town, brought up his forces· and attacked the walls. <Dne 
of the towers being overthrown; the Ephesians abandoned\all 
hope of defending their tow;n, and sought safety by placing 
it under the guardianship of Artemis, to whose temple they 

'carried a rope from the walls~a distance little less than se~en 
furlongs. They at the same time sent a message of supplica
tion to Crcesus, who is said to have granted them the preserVa
tion of their liberties, out of reverence to the protection \of 
Artemis ; exacting at the same time that Pindarus should quit 
the place. Such is the tale of which· we find a confused ni~n
tion in h:lian and Polyrenus. But Herodotus, while he notices 
the fact of the long rope whereby the Ephesians sought to 
place themselves in contact with their divine protectress, dob 
not indicate that Crcesus was induced to treat them mote 
favourably. Ephesus, like all the other Grecian towns on tl1e 
coast, was brought under subje'ction and tribute to him. 2 Ho\v 
he dealt with them, and what'. degree of coercive precautioh 
he employed either to ensure subjection or collect tribut~, 
the brevity of the historian does not acquaint us. But they 
were required partially. at leas~, ~f not entirely, to raze their 
fortifications ; for on occasion of q1e danger which superveneq 
a few years afterwards from Cyrus, they are found practically 
unfortified~s ' \ 

1 If we may ·believe the narrative of Nikolaus Damaskenus, Crcesus had 
been in relations with Ephesus and with the Ephesians during the time: 
when he was hereditary prince, and in the life-time of Alyattes. He had' 
borrowed a large sum of money from a rich Ephesian named Pamphaes,\ 
which was essential to enable him to perform a military duty imposed upon 
him by his father. The story is given in some detail by Nikolaus, Fragm. 
p; 54, ed. Orell.-1 know not upon what authority. 

2 Herodot. i. 26 ; .lElian, V. H. iii. 26 ; Polyren. vi. so. The story 
contained in .lElian and Polyrenus seems to come from Bat6n of Sin6pe : 
see Guhl, Ephesiaca, ii. 3, p. 26, and iv. 5, p. ·rso. 

The article in Suidas, v. 'ApluTa.pxos, is far too vague to be interwoven 
as a positive fact into Ephesian history (as Guhl interweaves it) immediately 
consequent on the retirement of Pindarus. 

In reference to the rope reaching from the city to the Artemision, we 
may quote an analogous case of the Kylonian suppliants at Athens, who 
sought to maintain their contact with the altar by means of a continuous 
cord-unfortunately the cord broke (Plutarch, Solon, c. r2). 

3 Herodot. i. qr. ~r.,v•s 5€, ells 1i~<ovua.v--Telxed TE 7repte/3cf.A.A.ovn 
' gt<a.o'Tot, &c. : compare also the statement respecting Ph6krea, c. r68. '"' 
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Thus completely successful in his aggressions on the con

tinental Asiatic Greeks, Crresus conceived the idea of assem
bling a fleet, for the purpose of attacking the islanders of Chios 
and Samos; but became convinced (as some said, by the 
sarcastic remark of one of the seven Greek sages, Bias or Pitta
kus) of the impracticability of the project. He carried his 
arms, however, with full success, over other parts of the con
tinent of Asia Minor, until he had subdued the whole territory 
within the river Halys, excepting only the Kilikians and the 
Lykians. The Lydian empire thus reached the maximum of 
its power, comprehending, besides the JEolic, Ionic, and Doric 
Greeks on the coast of Asia Minor, the Phrygians, Mysians, 
Mariandynians, Chalybes, Paphlagonians, Thynian and Bitby
nian Thracians, Karians, and Pamphylians. And the treasures 
amassed by Crresus at Sardis, derived partly from this _great 
number of tributaries, partly from mines in various places as 
well as the auriferous sands of the Paktolus, exceeded anything 
which the Greeks had ever before known. 

We learn, from the brief but valuable observations of Hero
dotus, to appreciate the great importance of these conquests of 
Crresus, with reference not merely to the Grecian cities actually 
subjected, but also indirectly to the whole Grecian world. 

"Before the reign of Crresus (observes the historian) all the 
Greeks were free : it was by him first that Greeks were subdued 
into tribute." And he treats this event as the initial ph::enom
enon of the series, out of which grew the hostile relations 
between the Greeks on one side, and Asia as represented by 
the Persians on the other, which were uppermost in the minds 
of himself and his contemporaries. 

It was in the case of Crcesus that the Greeks were first called 
upon to deal with a tolerably large barbaric aggregate under a 
·warlike and enterprising prince, and the result was such as to 
manifest the inherent weakness of their political system, from 
its incapacity of large combination. The separated autonomous 
cities could only maintain their independence either through 
similar disunion on the part of barbaric adversaries-or by 
superiority, on their own side, of military organisation as well 
as of geographical position. The situation of Greece Proper 
and of the islands was favourable to the maintenance of such a 
system : not so the shores of Asia with a wide interior country 
behind. The Ionic Greeks were at this time different from 
what they became during the ensuing century. Little inferior 
in energy to Athens or to the general body of European Greeks, 
they could doubtless have maintained their independence, had 
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they cordially c·ombined. But it will be seen hereafter that the 
Greek colonies.:._planted as isolated settlements, and indisposed 
to political union, even when neighbours-all Of them fell into 
dependence so soon as attack from the interior came to be 
powerfully organised ; especially if that organisation was con
ducted by leaders partially improved through contact with the 
Greeks themselves. Small autonomous cities maintain them
selves so long as they have only enemies of the like strength to, 
deal with : but to resist larger aggregates requires such a con
currence of favourable.circumstances as can hardly remain long 
without interruption. And the ultimate subjection of entire 
Greece, under the kings of Macedon, was only an exemplifica
tion on the :widest scale of this same principle. · 

The Lydian monarchy under Crcesus, the largest with which 
the Greeks had come into contact down to that moment, ·was 
very soon absorbed into a still larger-the Persian; of which 
the Ionic Greeks, after unavailing resistance, became the sub
jects. Th.e partial sympathy and aid which they obtained from 
the independent or European Greeks, their western neighbours, 
followed by the fruitless attempt on the part of the Persian king 
to add these latter to his empire, gave an entirely new turn 
tp Grecian history and proceedings. First, it necessitated a 
degree of central action against the Persians which was foreign 
to Greek political instinct; next,. it opened to the noblest and 
tnost en'terprising section of the Hellenic name~the Athenians 
-an opportunity of placing themselves at 'the head of this 
centralising tendency; while a concurrence of circumstances, 
foreign and domestic, imparted to them at the same time that 
extraordinary and many-sided impulse, combining action with 
organisation, which gave such brilliancy to the period of Hero
dotus and Thucydides. It is thus that· most of the splendid 
phrenomena of Grecian history grew, directly or iQalirectly, out 
of the reluctant dependence in which the Asiatic Greeks were 
held by the inland barbaric powers, beginning with Crcesus. 

These few observations will suffice to intimate that a new 
phase of Grecian history is now on the point of opening. 
Down to the time of Crcesus, almost everything which is done 
or suffered by the Grecian dties bears only upon one or other 
of them separately : the instinct of the Greeks repudiates even 
the modified forms of political centralisation, and there are no 
circumstances in operation to force it upon them. Relation of 
power and subjection exists between a strong and a weak state, 
but no tendency to standing political co-ordination. from this 
time forward, we shall see partial causes at work, tending in I 

I 
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this direction, and not without considerable influence; though 
always at war with the indestructible instinct of the nation, and 
frequently counteracted by selfishness and misconduct on the 
part of the leading cities. 

CHAPTER XVIII 

PHENICIANS 

OF the Phenicians, Assyrians, and Egyptians, it is necessary 
for me to speak so far as they acted upon the condition, or 
occupied the thoughts, of the early Greeks, without under
taking to investigate thoroughly their previous history. Like 
the Lydians, all three became absorbed into the vast mass of 
the Persian empire, retaining however their social character 
and peculiarities after having been robbed of their political 
independence. 

The Persians and Medes-portions of the Arian race, and 
members of what has been classified, in respect of language, 
as the great Indo-European family-occupied a part of the 
vast space comprehended between the Indus on the east, and 
the line of Mount Zagros (running eastward of the Tigris and 
nearly parallel with that river) on the west. The Phenicians as 
well as the Assyrians belonged to the Semitic, Aramrean, or 
Syro-Arabian family, comprising, besides, the Syrians, Jews, 
Arabians, and in part the Abyssinians. To what established 
family of the human race the swarthy and curly-haired 
Egyptians are to be assigned, has been much disputed. We 
cannot reckon them as members of either of the two preced
ing, and th.._ most careful inquiries render it probable that their 
physical tytfe was something purely African, approximating in 
many points to that of the N egro.l 

1 See the discussion in Dr. Prichard, Natural History of Man, sect. xvii. 
p. 152· 

Mell.cf.-yxpoes t<ctl obll.oTp•x•s (Herodot. ii. 104 : compare Ammian. Marcell. 
xxii. 16, "subfusculi, atrati,'' &c.) are certain attributes of the ancient 
Egyptians, depending upon the evidence of an eye-witness. 

"In their complexion, and in many of their physical pec:Jiarities (ob
serves Dr. Prichard, p. 138), the Egyptians were an Mrica,, race. In the 
eastern and even in the central parts of Africa, we shall trace the existence 
of various tribes in physical characters nearly resembling the Egyptians ; 
and it would not be difficult to observe among many nations of that con
tinent a gradual deviation from the physical type of the Egyptian to the 
strongly-marked character of the Negro, and that without any very decided 
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It has already been remarked that the Phenician merchant 

and trading vessel figures in the Homeric poems as a well
known visitor, and that the variegated robes and golden 
ornaments fabricated at Sidon are prized among the valuable 
ornaments belonging to the chiefs.1 .We have reason to 
conClude generally, that in these early times, the Phenicians 
traversed the JEgean Sea habitually, and even formed settle
ments for trading and mining purposes upon some of its 
islands. On Thasos, especially, near the coast of Thrace, 
traces of their abandoned gold-mines were visible even in the 
days of Herodotus, indicating both persevering labour and 
coqsiderable lengthof occupation. But at the time when the 
historical rera opens, they seem to have been in course of 
gradual retirement from these regions. 2 • Their commerce had 
taken a different direction. Of this change we can furnish no , 
particulars; but we may easily understand that the increase 
of the Grecian marine, both warlike and commercial, would 
render it inconvenient for the Phenicians to '.encounter sllch 
enterprising rivals-piracy (or private war ~t sea) being then an 
habitual proceeding, especially with regard to foreigners. 

The Phenician towns occupied a narrow strip of the coast 
of Syria and Palestine, about I 20 miles in length:_never 

break or interruption. The Egyptian language also, in the great leading 
principles of its grammatical construction, bears much greater analogy to the 
idioms of Africa than to those prevalent among the people of other regions." 

1 Homer, Iliad, vi. 290; xxiii. 740; Odyss. xv. rr6-
••••. rrirrAot. Trap.rro{KtA.ot, €pya. yuvat.KWv 
~H~ov[wv. , , 

Tyre is not named either in the Iliad or Odyssey, though a passage in 
Probus (ad Virg. Georg. ii. II5) seems to spow that-it was mentioned in 
one of the epics which passed under the name of Homer : "Tyrum Sarram 
appellatam esse, Homerus docet : quem etiam Ennius sequitur cum dicit, 
Prenos Sarra oriundos." . · 

The Hesiodic catalogue seems to have noticed both Byblus,.and Sidon: 
see Hesiodi Fragment. xxx. ed. Marktscheffel, and Etymolog. Magnum, v. 
BMJ\os. ' · 

2 The name Adramyttion or Atramyttion (very like the Africo-Phenician 
name Adrumetum) is said to be of Phenician·origin (Olshausen, De Origine. 
Alphabeti; p. 7, in Kieler Philologische Studien, 1841). There were valu
able mines afterwards worked· for the account of Crresus near Pergamus, 
and these mines may have tempted Phenician settlers to those regions • 

, (Aristotel. Mirab. Auscult. c. 52). 
The African inscriptions, in the Monumerita Phrenic. of Gesenius, recog

nise Makar as a cognomen of Baal : and Movers imagines that the hero 
Makar, who figures conspicuously in the mythology of Lesbos, Chios, 
Samos, K6s, Rhodes, &c., is traceable to this Phenician god and Phenician 

' early settlements in those islands (Movers, Die Religion der Phiiniker, 
p. 420),. ' 
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more, and generally much less, than twenty miles in breadth· 
-between Mount Libanus and the sea. Aradus (on an islet, 
with Antaradus and Marathus over against it on the mainland) 
was the northernmost, and Tyre the southernmost (also upon 
a little island, with Palre-Tyrus and a fertile adjacent plain 
over against it). Between the two were situated Sidon, Bery
tus, Tripolis, and Byblus, besides some smaller towns 1 attached 

1 Strabo, xvi. p. 754-758; Sky lax, Peripl. c. 104; Justin, xviii. 3; 
Arrian, Exp. AI. ii. 16-19; Xenophon, Anab. i. 4, 6. 

Unfortunately the text of Sky lax is here extremely defective, and Strabo's 
account is in many points perplexed, from his not having travelled in person 
through Phenicia, Ccelo-Syria, or Judrea: see Grosskurd's note on p. 755, 
and the Einleitung to his Translation of Strabo, sect. 6. 

Respecting the original relation between Palre-Tyrus and Tyrc, there is 
some difficulty in reconciling all the information, little as it is, which we 
possess. The name Palre-Tyrus (it has been assumed as a matter of course: 
compare Justin. xi. ro) marks that town as the original foundation from 
which the Tyrians subsequently moved into the island : there was also on 
the mainland a place named Palre-Byblos (Piin. H. N. v. 20; Ptolem. v. 
15), which was in like manner construed as the original seat from whence 
the town properly called Byblus was derived. Yet the account of 
Herodotus plainly represents the insular Tyrus, with its temple of 
Herakles, as the original foundation (ii. 44), and the Tyrians are described 
as living in an island even in the time of their king Hiram, the contem
porary of Solomon (Joseph. Ant. Jud. viii. 2, 7). Arrian treats the temple 
of Herakles in the island-Tyre as the most ancient temple within the 
memory of man (Exp. AI. ii. r6). The Tyrians also lived on their island 
during the invasion of Salmaneser king of Nineveh, and their position 
enabled them to hold out against him, while Pylre-Tyrus on the terra firma 
was obliged to yield itself (Joseph. ib. ix. 14, 2). The town taken (or 
reduced to capitulate), after a long siege, by Nebuchadnezzar, was the 
insular Tyrus, not the continental or Palre-Tyrus, which had surrendered 
without resistance to Salmaneser. It is not correct, therefore, to say-with 
Volney (Recherches sur I'Hist. Anc. ch. xiv. p. 249), Heeren (Ideen iiber 
den Verkehr der A! ten Welt, part i. abth. 2, p. II) and others- that 
the insular Tyre was called new Tyre, and that the site of Tyre was 
changed from continental to insular, in consequence of the taking of the 
continental Tyre by Nebuchadnezzar: the site remained unaltered, and the 
insular Tyrians became subject to him and his successors until the destruc· 
tion of the Chaldrean monarchy by Cyrus. Hengstenberg's Dissertation, De 
Rebus Tyriorum (Berlin, 1832), is instructive on many of these points: he 
shows sufficiently that Tyre was, from the earliest times traceable, an 
insular city ; but he wishes at the same time to show, that it was also, from 
the beginning, joined on to the mainland by an isthmus (p. 10-25)-which 
is both inconsistent with the former position and unsupported by any solid 
proofs. It remained an island strictly so-called, until the siege by Alexan
der : the mole, by which that conqueror had stormed it, continued after his 
day, perhaps enlarged, so as to form a permanent connexion from that time 
forward between the island and the mainland (Piin. H. N. v. 19; Strabo, 
xvi. p. 757), and to render the insular Tyrus capable of being included by 
Pliny in one computation of circumference jointly with Palre-Tyrus, the 
mainland town. 
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·to one or other of these last-mentioned; and· several islands 
close to the coast occupied in like manner; while the tolony 
of Myriandrus lay farther north, near the borders of Kilikia. 
Whether .Sidon or · Tyre was the most ancient,. seems not 
determinable. If it be true, as some.authorities affirmed, that 
Tyre was originally planted from Sidon, the colony must have 
grown so rapidly as to surpass its metropolis in -power and 
consideration ; for it became the chief of· all the Phenician 
towns.1 Aradus, the next in. importance after these two, was 
fovnded by exiles from Sidon, and all the rest either by Tyrian 
or Sidonian settlers. Within this confined territory was con
centrated a greater degree of commercial wealth, enterprise, 
and manufacturing ingenuity, than' could be found in any 
other portion of the contemporary world. Each town was an 
independent community, having its own surrounding territory 
and political constitution and its own hereditary prince ; 2 

t~ough the annals of Tyre display many instances of princes 
assassinated by men who succeeded them on the throne. 

It may be doubted whether we know the true meaning of the word which 
the Greeks called llaA.at-Tvpos. It is plain that the Tyrians themselves did 
not call it by that name : perhaps the Phenician name which this conti
nental adjacent town bore, may have been something resembling Pala:
Tyrus in sound but not coincident in meaning. 

·. The strength of Tyre lay in its insular situation; for the adjacent main
land, whereon Palre-Tyrus was placed, was a fertile plan, thus described· b 
William of Tyre during the time of the Crusaders- . ' 
: " Erat prredicta civitas non solum munitissima, sed etiam fertilitate pra: 

cipuil et amoenitate quasi singularis: nam licet in media mari sita est, et i 
inodum insulre tota fluctibus cincta; habet tamen pro foribus latifundiur 
per omnia commendabile, et plal)itiem sibi continuam divitis glebre_et opim 
soli, multas civibus ministrans commoditates. Quae licet modica videatu 
respectu aliarum regionum, exiguitatem suam multi\ redimit ubertate, et infi 
nita jugera multiplici foecunditate compensat. N ec tamen tan tis arctatu1 
angustiis. Protenditur enim in Austrum versus Ptolemaidem usque ad eun 
locum, qui hodie vulgo dicitur districtum Scandarionis, milliaribus quatuo 
aut quinque : e regione in Septentrionem versus Sareptam et Sidonen 
·iterum porrigitur totidem milliaribus. In latitudinem vero ubi minimun 
ad duo, ubi plurimum ad tria, habens miUiaria." (Apud Hengstenberg u 
sup. p. 5-) Compare l\1aundrell, Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem, p. 50 
ed. 1749; and Volney, Travels in Egypt and Syria, vol. ii. p. 21o-226. · 

1 Justin (xviii. 3) states that Sidon was the metropolis of Tyre, but th• 
series of events which he recounts is confused and unintelligible. Strab1 
also, in one place, calls Sidon the p.1JTp01roA.<s -rwv <PowlKwv (i. p. 40); ii 
another place he states it as a point disputed between the two cities, whicl 
of them was the p.1]-rp61roA.ts -rwv <PatvlKwv (xvi. p. 756). 

Quintus Curtius affirms both Tyre and Sidon to have been founded b1 
Agen6r (iv. 4, 15). ' 

2 See the interesting citations of Josephus from Dius and l\1enander, whc 
had a<;cess to the Tyrian &.va'J'pa<Pal, or chronicles (Josephus cont. Apion. 
i. c. 17, 18, 21; Antiq. j. x. II, I). . 
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Tyre appears to have enjoyed a certain presiding, perhaps 
controlling, authority over all of them, which was not always 
willingly submitted to; and examples occur in which the 
inferior towns, when Tyre was pressed by a foreign enemy,1 

took the opportunity of revolting, or at least stood aloof. 
The same difficulty of managing satisfactorily the relations 
between a presiding town and its confederates, which Grecian 
history manifests, is found also to prevail in Phenicia, and will 
be hereafter remarked in regard to Carthage; while the same 
effects are also perceived, of the autonomous city polity, in 
keeping alive the individual energies and regulated aspirations 
of the inhabitants. The predominant sentiment of jealous 
town-isolation is forcibly illustrated by the circumstances of 
Tripolis, established jointly by Tyre, Sidon, and Aradus. It 
consisted of three distinct towns, each one furlong apart from 
the other two, and each with its own separate walls ; though 
probably constituting to a certain extent one political commu
nity, and serving as a place of common meeting and deliberation 
for the entire Phenician name.2 The outlying promontories of 
Libanus and Anti-Libanus touched the sea along the Phenician 
coast, and those mountainous ranges, though rendering a large 
portion of the very confined area unfit for cultivation of corn, 
furnished what was perhaps yet more i1,1dispensable-abundant 
supplies of timber for ship-building; while the entire want of 
all wood in Babylonia, except the date palm, restricted the 
Assyrians of that territory from maritime traffic on the Persian 
Gulf. It appears however that the mountains of Lebanon also 
afforded shelter to tribes of predatory Arabs, who continually 
infested both the Phenician territory and the rich neighbouring 
plain of Ccelo-Syria. 3 

The splendid temple of that great Phenician god (Melkarth), 
whom the Greeks called Herakles,4"was situated inTyre. The 
Tyrians affirmed that its establishment had been coeval with 
the first foundation of the city, 2300 years before the time of 
Herodotus. This god, the companion and protector of their 
colonial settlements, and the ancestor of the Phcenico-Libyan 
kings, is found especially at Carthage, Gades and Thasos. 5 

Some supposed that the Phenicians had migrated to their site 

1 Joseph. Antiq. J. ix. 14, 2. 2 Diodor. xvi. 41 ; Skylax, c. 104. 
a Strabo, xvi. p. 7 56. 
4 A Maltese inscription identifies the Tyrian Melkarth with 'Hpa.~<ll.?js 

(Gesenius, Monument. Phrenic. tab. vi.). 
6 Herodot. ii. 44; Sallust, Bell. Jug. c. 18; Pausan. x. 12, 2; Arrian. 

Exp. AI. ii. 16; Justin, xliv. 5; Appian, vi. 2 
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•on the Mediterranean coast from previous abodes near th~ 

~
outh of the Euphrates/ or on islands (named Tylus and 
radus) of the Persian Gulf; while others treated the 
Iediterranean Phenicians as original, and the others as 
olonists. Whether such be the fact or not, history knows 

them in no other portion of Asia earlier than in Phenicia 

IProper. . 
Though the invincible industry and enterprise of the Pheni

cians maintained them as a people of importance down to the 
period of the Roman empire, yet the period of their widest 

!range and ~reatest efficiency is to be sought mu~h earlier
i. 1 Herodot. 1. 2 ; Ephorus, Frag. 40, ed. Marx ; Strabo, XV!. p. 766-784, 
with Grosskurd's note on the former passage ; Justin, xviii. 3· In the ani· 
mated discussion carried on among the Homeric critics and the great geo
graphers of antiquity, to ascertain where it was that Menelaus actually went 
.during his eight years' wandering {Odyss. iv. 85)-

••.•• ~ yO.£! r.oAAO. rra8Wv teal. rr6M' bra..\119El§' 
'IJ;ya:y6,u:r]v ev YYIVtTl, Kol Oy&ociTCf' iTel. ~A8ov, 1 

KVrrpov, <Pot.viK'YJV TE, Ka.l AtyvTrTlov~ En-aA')]6eli' 
Ai8iotr&.~ 6' t«.OfL1]V, tca.l :S.tcSovlo:vi, teal. 'Epq.t.j3oU~, 
Kal. Atfltl-qv, &c; 

1 
one idea started was, that he had visited these · Sidonians in the Persian 

. Gulf, or in the Erythrrean Sea (Strabo, i. p. 42). The various opinions 
which Strabo quotes, including those of Eratosthen@s and Krates, as well 

las his own comments, are very curious. Krates supposed that Menelaus 
had passed the Strait of Gibraltar and circumnavigated Libya to 

.,}Ethiopia and India, which voyage would· suffice (he thought) to fill up the 
'eight years. Others supposed that Menelaus had sailed first up the Nile, 
and then into the Red Sea, by means of the canal (lilwpu~) which existed 
in the time of the Alexandrine critics between the Nile and the 'sea; to 
which Strabo replies that this canal was not made until after the Trojan 
war. Eratosthenes started a still more remarkable idea : he thought that in 
the time of Homer the Strait of Gibraltar had not yet been burst open, so 
that the Mediterranean was on that side· a closed sea ; but, on the other 
hand, its level was then so much higher; that it covered the Isthmus of 
Suez, and joined the Red Sea. It was (he thought) the disruption of the 
Strait of Gibraltar which first lowered the' level of the water, and left the 
Isthmus of Suez dry ; though Menelaus, in his time, had sailed from the 
Mediterranean into the Red Sea without.difficulty. This opinion Erato· 
sthenes had imbibed from Strat6n of Lampsakus, the successor of Theo
phrastus: Hipparchus controverted it, together with many other of the 
opinions bf Eratosthenes (see Strabo, i. pp. 38, 49, 56; Seidel, Frag-
menta Eratosthenis, p. 39). . 

In reference to the view of Krates-that Menelaus had sailed round 
. Africa- it is to be remarked that all the geographers of that day formed to 
themselves a very insufficient idea of the extent of that continent, believing 
that it did not even reach so far southward as the equator. · 

Strabo himself adopts neither of these three opinions, but construes the 
Homeric words describing the wanderings of Menelaus as applying only to 
the coasts of Egypt, Libya, Phenicia, &c. He suggests various reasons, 
more curious than convincing, to prove that Menelaus may easily have spent 
eight years in these visits of mixed friendship and piracy. 
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anterior to 700 B.C. In these remote times they and their 
colonists were the exclusive navigators of the Mediterranean: th!
rise of the Greek maritime settlements banished their commerc! j 
to a great degree from the .tEgean Sea, and embarrassed it eve1l 
in the more westerly waters. Their colonial establishmenL 
were formed in Africa, Sicily, Sardinia, the Balearic Isles, and 
Spain. The greatness as well as the antiquity of Carthage, 
Utica, and Gades, attest the long-sighted plans of Pheniciar 
traders, even in days anterior to the first Olympiad. We trace 
the wealth and industry of Tyre, and the distant navigation of 
her vessels through the Red Sea and along the coast of Arabia, 
back to the days of David and Solomon. And as neither 
Egyptians, Assyrians, Persians, or Indians, addressed them
selves to a seafaring life, so it seems that both the importation 
and the distribution of the products of India and Arabia into 
Western Asia and Europe were performed by the Idum<ean 
Arabs between Petra and the Red Sea-by the Arabs of 
Gerrha on the Persian Gulf, joined as they were in later times 
by a body of Chald::ean exiles from Babylonia-and by the 
more enterprising Phenicians of Tyre and Sidon in these two 
seas as well as in the Mediterranean.1 

The most ancient Phenician colonies were Utica, nearly on 
the northernmost point of the coast of Africa and in the same 
gulf (now called the Gulf of Tunis) as Carthage, over against 
Cape Lilybreum in Sicily-and Gades, or Gadeira, in Tartessus, 
or the south-western coast of Spain. The latter town, founded 
perhaps near Iooo years before the Christian <era, 2 has 
maintained a continuous prosperity, and a name (Cadiz) 
substantially unaltered, longer than any town in Europe. 
How well the site of Utica was suited to the circumstances 
of Phenician colonists may be inferred from the fact that 
Carthage was afterwards established in the same gulf and near 
to the same spot, and that both the two cities reached a high 
pitch of prosperity. The distance of Gades from Tyre seems 
surprising, and if we calculate by time instead of by space, the 
Tyrians were separated from their Tartessian colonists by an 

1 See Ritter, Erdkunde von Asien, West-Asien, Buch. iii. Abtheilung 
iii. Abschnitt i. s. 29, p. so. 

2 Strabo speaks of the earliest settlements of the Phenicians in Afric~ 
and Iberia as p.ucp'iw Twv TpwiKwv iJcrT<pov (i. p. 48). Utica is affirmed tc 
have been 287 years earlier than Carthage (Aristot. Mirab. Auscult. c. 
134): compare Velleius Paterc. i. 2. 

Archaleus, son of Phcenix, was stated as the founder of Gad~s in tht 
Phenician history of Claudius Julius, now lost (Etymolog. Magn. v. r&oe<pa). 
Archaleus is a version of the name Hercules, in the opinion of Movers. 
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·interval greater than that which now divides an Englishman 
f.rom Bombay; for the ancient navigator always coasted along 
.':he land, and Skylax reckons seventy-five days 1 of voyage from 
J~he Kanopic (westernmost) mouth of the Nile to the pillars of 
derakles (Strait of Gibraltar); to which some more days must 
be added to represent the .full distance between Tyre and 
Gades. But the enterprise of th,ese early mariners surmounted 
dl difficulties consistent with the principle of never losing sight 
of the coast. Proceeding along the northern coast of Libya, 
at a time when the mouths of the Nile were still closed by 
Egyptian jealousy against all foreign ships, they appear to have 
found little temptation to colonise 2 on the dangerous coast 

· near to the two gulfs called the Great and Little Syrtis-in a 
territory for the .most part destitute of water, and occupied by 
rude Libyan Nomads, who· were thinly spread over the wide 
space between the western Nile 3 and Cape Herm~a, now 
called Cape Bona. The subsequent Grecian towns of Kyrene 
and Barka, whose well-chosen site formed an exception to the 
general character of the region, were not planted with any 
view .to commerce; 4 ·while the Phenician town of Leptis, near • 
the gulf called the Great Syrtis, was established more as a 
shelter for exiles from Sidon, than by a preconcerted scheme 

1 Sky lax, Peri plus, c. IIO. ·" Carteia, ut ·quidam putant, aliquando 
Tartessus ; et quam transvecti ex Africa Phrenices habitant, a(que uncle nos 
sum us, Tingentera." (Mel a, H. 6, . 7 5·) The expression tramvecti ex 
Afric6 applies as much to the Phenicians as to the Carthaginians: '' uterque 
Pamus" (Horat. Od. iL I<I) means the Carthaginians, and the Phenicians 
of Gades. ' 

2 Strabo, xvii. p. 836. 
3 Cape Soloeis, considered by Herodotus as the westernmost headland of 

Libya, coincides in· name with,the Phenician town Soloeis in Western 
Sicily, also (seemingly) with the Phenician settlement Suet (Mela, ii. 6, 65) 
in Southern Iberia or Tartessus. Cape Hermrea was the name of the north· 
eastern headland of the Gulf of Tunis, and also the name of a cape in 
Libya two days' sail westward of the Pillars of Herakles (Sky lax, c. II I). 

Probably all the remarkable headlands in these seas received their names 
from the Phenicians. Both Mannert (Geogr. d. Gr. und .Rom. x. 2, p. 
495) and Forbiger (Alte Geogr. sect. III, p. 867) identify Cape Soloeis 
with what is now called Cape Cantin ; Heeren considers it to be the same 
as Cape Blanco; Bougainville as Cape Boyador. ' 

4 Sallust, Bell. Jug. c. 78. It was termed Leptis Magna, to distinguish 
it from another Leptis, more to the westward and nearer to Carthage, called 
Leptis Parva ; but this latter seems to have been generally known by the 
name Leptis (Forbiger, Alte Geogr. sect. 109, p. 844). In Leptis Magna 
thl,! proportion of Phenician colonists was so inconsiderable that the Pheni· 
cian language had been lost, and that of the natives, whom Sallust calls 
Numidians, spoken ; but these people had embraced Sidonian institutions 
1.nd civilisation ( Sall. ib. ). 



History of Greece 
of colonisation. The .site of Utica and Carthage, in the gulf 
immediately westward of Cape Bona, was convenient for 
commerce with Sicily, Italy and Sardinia ; and the other 
Phenician colonies, Adrumetum, Neapolis, Hippo (two towns 
so called), the Lesser Leptis, &c., were settled on the coast 
not far distant from the eastern or western promontories which 
included the Gulf of Tunis, common .to Carthage and Utica. 

These early Phenician settlements were planted thus in the 
territory now known as the kingdom of Tunis and the eastern 

• portion of the French province of Constantine. From thence 
to the Pillars of Herakles (Strait of Gibraltar) we do not hear 
of any others. But the colony of Gades, outside of the Strait, 
formed the centre of a flourishing and extensive commerce, 
which reached on one side far to the south, not less than thirty 
days' sail along the western coast of Mrica 1-and on the other 
side to Britain and the Scilly Islands. There were numerous 
Phenician factories and small trading towns along the western 
coast of what is now the empire of Morocco ; while the island 
of Kerne, twelve days' sail along the coast from the Strait of 
Gibraltar, formed an established depot for Phen1cian merchan
dise in trading with the interior. There were, moreover, not 
far distant from the coast, towns of Libyans or Ethiopians, to 
which the inhabitants of the central regions resorted, and where 
they brought their leopard skins and elephants' teeth to be 
exchanged against the unguents of Tyre and the pottery of 
Athens.2 So distant a trade with the limited navigation of 
that day, could not be made to embrace very bulky goods. 

l Strabo, xvii. pp. 825, 8z6. He found it stated by some authors that 
there had once been three hundred trading establishments along this coast, 
reaching thirty days' voyage southward from Tingis (Tangier); but that 
they had been chiefly ruined by the ·tribes of the interior-the Pharusians 
and Nigritre. He suspects the statement of being exaggerated, but there 
seems nothing at all incredible in it. From Strabo's language we gather 
that Eratosthen@s set forth the statement as in his judgement a true one. 
The text of Strabo, p. 825, as we read it, confounds Tingis with LLxus; 
another Phenician settlement about two days' journey southward along the 
coast, and according to some reports even older than Gad@s. See the 
interesting and valuable Travels of Dr. Barth, the last describer of this now 
uninviting region-Wanderungen durch die Kiistenlander des Mittelmeers, 
ch. i. p. 23-49· I had in my former edition followed Strabo in confound
ing Tingis with Lixus : an error pointed out by Dr. Barth, and by 
Grosskurd. 

2 Compare Skylax, c. III, and the Periplus of Hanno, ap. Hudson, 
Geogr. Grrec. Min. vol. i. p. r-6. I have already observed that the .,.ci.p<xos 
(salt provisions) from Gadeira was currently sold in the markets of Athens, 
from the Peloponnesian war downward.-Eupolis, Fragm. 23 ; Map11ciis, p. 
so6, ed. Meincke, Comic. Grrec. : 
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But this trade, though seemingly a valuable one, constituted 

only a small part of the sources of wealth, open to tl;le Phenicians 
of Gades. The. Turditanians arid Turduli, who occupied the 
south-western portion of Spain b,etween the Anas river (Gaudi
ana) and the Mediterranean, ~eem to have been the most 
civilised and improveable sectiqn •of the Iberian tribes, well
suited for commercial relations with the settlers who occupied 
the Isle of Leon, and who established the temple, afterwards so 
rich and frequented, of the Tyri~n ,Herakles. And the extreme 
productiveness of the southern; region of Spain, in corn, fish, 
cattle, and wine, as well as in silver and iron, is 'a topic upon.,. 
which we find but one language among ancient writers. The 
territory round Gades, Carteia, .:and the other Phenician .settle
ments in this district, was kn~wn to the Greeks in the sixth 
centur¥ B.C. by the name of T~rtessus, ·and regarded by them 
somewhat in the same light as Mexico and Peru· appeared to 
the Spaniards of the · sixteen~h century. For thr~e or four 
centuries the Phenicians had p'ossessed the entire monopoly of 
this Tartessian trade, without! any rivalry on the part of the 
Greeks. Probably the metals there . procured were in those 
days their most precious adquisition, and the tribes who 
occupied the mining regions of the interior found a new 
market and valuable demand,, for produce then obtained with 
a degree of facility exaggerated into fable. 1 ·It was from Gades 
as a centre that these enterprising traders, pushing their coasting 
voyage yet farther, established relations with the tin-mines. of 
Cornwall, perhaps also with amber-gatherers from the coasts of 
the Baltic. It requires som~: effort to carry back our imagina-. 
tions to. the time when, alor]'g all this vast length of country, 
from Tyre and Sidon to th<; coast of Cornwall, there was no 
merchant-ship to buy or sel'l goods except these Phenicians. 
The rudest tribes find advantage in such visitors; and we 
cannot doubt, that the men whose resolute love of gain braved 
so many hazards and difficulties, must have been rewarded with 
profits on the largest scale of monopoly. : 
: The Phenician settlers on ~he coast of Spain. became gradually 
more and more numerous, and appear to have been distributed, 
either in separate t~wnshi8s or intermingled with the native 

IT6rep' ~v .. o .. ap~~OS' ~· ~pVytav ~ ra8HptK:Ov; 

Compare the citations from the other comic writers, Antiphanes and Niko· 
~tratus ap. Athenre. iii. p. I r8; The Phenician merchants bought in 
~xchange Attic pottery for their African trade. · · 
: 

1 About t~~ productiven:ss ~f .th.e Spanish mines, Polybius (xxxiv. 9, 8) 
1p. Strabo, m. p. 147; Anstot. Muab. Ausc. c. I35· . 
~ . VOL. IV. D 
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population, between the mouth of the Anas (Guadiana), ana 
the town of Malaka (Malaga) on the Mediterranean. Un
fortunately we are very little informed about their precise 
localities and details, but we find no information of Phenician 
settlements on the Mediterranean coast of Spain northward of 
Malaka; for Carthagena or New Cart;hage was a Carthaginian 
settlement, founded only in the third century B.c.-after the 
first Punic war.l The Greek word Phenicians being used to 
signify as well the inhabitants of Carthage as those of Tyre and 
Sidon, it is not easy to distinguish what belongs to each of 
them. Nevertheless we can discern a great and important 
difference in the character of their establishments, especially in 
Iberia. The Carthaginians combined with their commercial 
projects large schemes of conquest and empire. It is thus 
that the independent Phenician establishments in and near the 
Gulf of Tunis in~frica "·ere reduced to dependence upon them 
-while many new small townships, direct from Carthage itself, 
were planted on the Mediterranean coast of Africa, and the 
whole of that coast from the· Greek Syrtis westward to the 
Pillars of Herakles (Strait of Gibraltar) is described as their 
territory in the Periplus of Sky lax (B.c. 36o). In Iberia, during 
the third century B.c., they maintained large armies, 2 constrained 
the inland tribes to subjection, and acquired a dominion which 
nothing but the superior force of Rome prevented from being · 
durable; while in Sicily also the resistance of the Greeks 
prevented a similar consummation. But the foreign settle
ments of Tyre and Sidon were formed with views purely 
commercial. In the region of Tartessus, as well as in the 
western coast of Africa outside of the Strait of Gibraltar, · 
we hear only of pacific interchange and metallurgy; and the 
number of Phenicians who acquired gradually settlements in 
the interior was so great, that Strabo describes these towns 
(not less than 200 in number) as altogether phenicised.s 
Since, in his time, the circumstances favourable to ne'A ~ 
Phenician immigrations had been long past and gone-then: · 
can be little hesitation in ascribing the preponderance, whid j 
this foreign element had then acquired, to a period severa 1 
centuries earlier, beginning at a time when Tyre and Sidor. · 
enjoyed both undisputed autonomy at home and the entire 

1 Strabo, iii. pp. 156, 158, 161; Polybius, iii. 10, 3-10. 
2 Polyb. i. 10 ; ii. I. 
B Strabo, iii. p. 141-150. 0~'7'01 j'ttp 4>o{v,~w o!i'Tws ~-yevov"To {nrox<lpw•, 

IJJU'TE 'TttS wli.Elovs :r&v ~v TiJ TovplkravlCf woll.~wv Kal -rl;w '11'71.71'Tlov 'T01rwv {nr, 
iKelvwv vi) v oiKiiu8aL. 
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honopoly of Iberian commerce, without interference from the 
Greeks. · F 

Tlie earliest ··Grecian colony founded in Sicily was that of 
Naxos1 planted by the Chalkidians in 7 35 B:c.: Syracuse followed 
in the next year, and during the succeeding century many 
flourishing Greek cities took root on the island. These Greeks 

. found the Phenicians already in possession of many outlying 
' islets and promontories all round the islarid; which served them 
in their trade with the Sikels and Sjkahs who occupied the 
interior. The safety and facilities of this established trade 
were to so great a degree broken up, by the newcomers, that' 
the Phenicians, relinquishing their numerous petty settlements . 
round the island, concentrated themselves in three considerable 
towns at . the south-western angle n~ar Lilybreum 1.:>.._Motye1' 

Soloeis and Panormus~and in the is~and of Malta, where they 
were least widely separated from Utica and Carthage. Tne 
Tyriansof that day were hard-pressed by the Assyrians under 
Salmaneser, and the power of Carthage ,had not yet reached 
its height; otherwise probably· this retreat of the Sicilian Phe-

. nicians before the Greeks would not • have taken place .without 

. a struggle. But the early Phenicians, superior to the Greeks 
in. mercantile activity, and not disposed tb contend, except' 
under circumstances of very superior force1 with warlike ad

' venturers bent on permanen.t settlement~took the prudent 
. course of circumscribing their sphere of operations. A 'similar 

change appears to have taken place in Cyprus, the other island 
in which GreekS and Phenicians came into close contact. If 
we niay trust the Tyrian annals consulted by the historian 
Menander, Cyprus was subject to the :Tyrians even in the time 
of Solomon. 2 We do not know the dates of the establishment 
of Paphos, Salamis, Kititim, and the other Grecian cities there 
planted-:-'but there can be no doubt that they were posterior to ' 
this period, and _that a considerable portion of the soil and trade 

'of Cyprus thus passed from Pheniciarfs to Greeks; who on their 
:part partially embraced and diffused the rites, sometimes cruel, 
tsometimes voluptuous, embodied· in the Phenician religion.a 
'In Kilikia; too, especially at Tarsus, tlie intrusibn of Greek . 
[ ' ' 
, 1 Thucycl.'vL 3; Diodor. v. 12. . 
' . 2 See the reference in Joseph. Antiq. "J ud. viii. 5, 3, and Joseph. cont: 

· ·Apion. i. r8; an allusion· is to. be found .in Virgil, lEneid, i. 642, in the 
1 mouth of Dido.:- · : , ' 
~ '' Gefiitor tum ·Belus·opimam 
t, ,V~tabat Cyprum, et la~e ~_itione tenebat." (t.v.) .. 

a Respecting the worship at Salamis (in Cyprus) and Paphos, see Lactant, 
~ I. 21 ; Strabo, xiv. p. 683. · · 
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settlers appears to have gradually hellenised a town originally 
Phenician and Assyrian ; contributing, along with the other 
Grecian settlements (Phaselis, Aspendus and Side) on the 
southern coast of Asia Minor, to narrow the Phenician range 
of adventure in that direction.l 

Such was the manner in which the Phenicians found 
themselves affected by the spread of Greek settlements. And 
if the Ionians of Asia Minor, when first conquered by Harpagus 
and the Persians, had followed the advice of the Prienean Bias 
to emigrate in a body and found one great Pan-Ionic colony 
in the island of Sardinia, these early merchants would have 
experienced the like hindrance 2 carried still farther westward
perhaps indeed the whole subsequent history of Carthage might 
have been sensibly modified. But Iberia, and the golden 
region of Tartessus, remained comparatively little visited, and 
still less colonised, by the Greeks ; nor did it even become 
known to them, until more than a century after their first 
settlements had been formed in Sicily. Easy as the voyage 
from Corinth to Cadiz may now appear to us, to a Greek of the 
seventh or sixth centuries B.c. it was a formidable undertaking. 
He was under the necessity of first coastin'g along Akarnania 
and Epirus, then crossing, first to the island of Korkyra, and 
next to the Gulf of Tarentum. Proceeding to double the 
southernmost cape of Italy, he followed the sinuosities of the 
Mediterranean coast, by Tyrrhenia, Liguria, Southern Gaul and 
Eastern Iberia, to the Pillars of Herak!es or Strait of Gibraltar: 
or if he did not do this, he had the alternative of crossing the 
open sea from Krete or Peloponnesus to Libya, and then 
coasting westward along the perilous coast of the Syrtes until 
he arrived at the same point. Both voyages presented 
difficulties hard to be encountered ; but the · most serious 
hazard of all, was the direct transit across the open sea from 
Krete to Libya. It was about the year 630 B.c. that the 
inhabitants of the island of Thera, starved out by a seven years' 
drought, were enjoined by the Delphian god to found a colony 
in Libya. Nothing short of the divine command would have 
induced them to obey so terrific a sentence of banishment ; for 
not only was the region named quite unknown to them, but 
they could not discover, by the most careful inquiries among 

1 Tarsus is mentioned by Dio Chrysostom as a colony from the Phenician 
Aradus (Orat. Tarsens. ii. p. 20, ed. Reisk.), and Herodotus makes Kilix 
brother of Phoenix and son of Ag~n&r (vii. 92). 

Phenician coins of the city of Tarsus are found, of a date towards the 
end of the Persian empire: see Movers, Die Phi:inizier, i. p. IJ. 

2 Herodot. i. 170. · 
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practised Greek navigators, a :single man who had ever 
intentionally made the voyage to Libya.l One Kretan only 
could they find-a fisherman na~ed Korobius-who had been 
driven thither accid~ntally ,by violent gales, and he served them 
as guide~ . · • 

At this juncture Egypt had only been recently opened to 
Greek co1J1merce-Psammetichus having b.een ·the first king_ 
who partially relaxed the jealous exclusion of ships from the 
entrance of the Nile, enforced by all his predecessors. The 
incitement of so profitable a traffic' emboldened some Ionian 
traders to make the direct voyage from Krete to the mouth of 
that river. It was in the prosecution· of one of these voyages, 
and in connexion with the foundation o.f Kyrene .(to be 
recounted in a future chapter), that we are made acquainted 
with the memorable adventure of the Samian merchant Kolreus. 
While bound for Egypt, he had .been driven out of his course 
by contrary winds and had found shelter on an uninhabited 
islet called Platea, off the coast of Libya~the spot where the 
emigrants intended for Kyrene first established themselves, 
not long afterwards. From hence he again started to proceed 
to Egypt, b!Jt again without success; violent and continuous 
east winds drove him continually to the westward, until he at 
length passed the Pillars of Herakles, and found himself, under 
the providential guidance of the gods,2 an unexpected visitor 
among the Phenicians and Ibe!iaps of Tartessus. . What the 
cargo was which he was transporting to Egypt, we are not told; 
But it sold in this yet virgin market for the most exorbitant 
prices. He and his crew (says Herodotus 8) "realised a profit 
larger than ever fell to the lot of any known Greek' 
except Sostratus the .J.Eginetan; with whom . no one else can 
compete." The magnitude of their profits may be gathered 
from the votive offering which they erected on their return in 
the sacred precinct of Here at Samos; in gratitude for the 
protection of that goddess during their voyage. It was a large 
bronze vase, ornamented with projecting griffins' heads and 

1 Herodot. iv. ISI. 2 Herodot. iv. I 52· eelv 7rop:rrp xpedJp.evos. 
3 Herodot. iv. 152. T~ a~ ~~-m&pwv 'TOV'TO (Tartessus) ~v ii.IC~pa'I'OV 1'0V1'0V 

1'~V XpJvov' tJ.tT'TE a7rOVOIT'T~ITaV1'ES 00'7;01 (nr{O'w !J.~'Yit11'a 3i) 'E/1./I.~VWV 7rci.V'TWV, i 

.,.;;w i)p.iis ii.Tpf1Cfl1}v t3p.ev Etc <Pop.,.{wv: etc'~p871uav, p.e'Tci. -ye ~J,u,.paTov Tbv 
Aaolldp.aV'I'oS, Al-yw1rr1}V' T06'T'i' -yii.p oil"' ord ,., E0'1'1 €pit1al a!I.J\ov. 

Allusions to the prodigious wealth.~£ Tartessus were found in Anakreon, 
Fragm. 8, ed. Bergk; Stephan. Byz. Tap1'1}t1t1&s ; Eustath. ad Dionys. 
Perieget. 332, Tap1'1JITtTOs ~v teal o 'AvaKp<wv t/>710'1 1rav•v8aip.ova; Himerius 
ap. Photium, Cod. 243, p. 599-T«pT71t1t1ov {3iov,· 'Ap.aii.Oeias Kepas, 'll'av 
8uov •b3a•p.ovtas tce<Pcl.}..awv. 
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supported by three bronze kneeling figures of colossal stature : 
it cost six talents, and represented the tithe of their gains. The 
aggregate of sixty talents 1 (about £ 16,ooo, speaking roughly), 
corresponding to this tithe, was a sum which not many even 
of the rich men of Athens· in her richest tim~, could boast of 
possessing. 

To the lucky accident of this enormous vase and the 
inscription doubtless attached to it, which Herodotus saw in 
the Herreon at Samos, and to the impression which such 
miraculous enrichment made upon his imagination-we are 
indebted for our knowledge of the precise period at which the 
secret of Phenician commerce at Tartessus first became known 
to the Greeks. The voyage of K6lreus opened to the Greeks 
of that day a new world hardly less important (regard being 
had to their previous aggregate of knowledge) than the 
discovery of America to the Europeans of the last half of the 
fifteenth century. But K6lreus did little more than make 
known the existence of this distant and lucrative region : he 
cannot be said to have shown the way to it. Nor do we find, 
in spite of the foundation of Kyrene and Barka, which made 
the Greeks so much more familiar with the coast of Libya than 
they had been before-that the route, by . which he had been 
carried against his own will, was ever deliberately pursued by 
Greek traders. 

Probably the Carthaginians, altogether unscrupulous in 
proceedings against commercial rivals,2 would have aggravated 
its natural maritime difficulties by false information and hostile 
proceedings. The simple report of such gains, however, was 
well-calculated to act as a stimulus to other enterprising 
navigators. The Ph6kreans, during the course of the next half
century, pushing their exploring voyages both along the 
Adriatic and along the Tyrrhenian coast, and founding Massalia 
in the year 6oo B.c., at length reached the Pillars of Herakles 
and Tartessus along the eastern coast of Spain. These men 
were the most adventurous mariners 8 that Greece had yet 

1 These talents cannot have been Attic talents; for the Attic talent first 
arose from the debasement of the Athenian money standard by Solon, 
which did not occur until a generation after the voyage of K6lreus. They 
must have been either Euboic or A!:ginrean talents; probably the former, 
seeing that the case belongs to the island of Samos. Sixty Euboic talents 
would be about equivalent to the sum stated in the text For the pro
portion of the various Greek monetary scales, see vol. iii. ch. iv. and 
ch. xii. 

2 Strabo, xvii. p. 8o2; Aristot. Mirab. Ausc. c. 84-r32. 
a Herodot. i. !63: 01 a~ <l>wl<cttEES 00'7'01 VctV'Till.lp<T• p.ct1<pfi<T• .'lr:PW'TUI 
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_produc;:ed, creating a jealous unea~iness even alilbtlg their 
·Ionian neighbours.l · Their voyage,s were made, not with 
round and bulky merchant-ships, 'calculated only for the 
rp.aximurri of cargo, but with armed pentekonters'-arid they 
were thus enabled to defy the privateers of the Tyrrhenian 
cities on the Mediterranean, which had long deterred- the 
Greek 'trader from any habitual traffic near the Strait of 
Messina. 2 There can be little doubt that the progress of. the 
Ph6kreans 'was· very slow, and the foundation of Massalia 
(Marseilles), one of the most remote of all Greek colonies, may 
for a time have absorb~d their attention: moreover they had 
to piCk up information as they went on, and th~ voyage was 
one of discovery, in the strict sense, of the word. The time 
at which they ·reached Tartessus, may seemingly be placed 
between 57o~s6o B.c. They made themselves so acceptable to 
Arganth6nius-king of Tartessus, or at least king of part of that 
region-that he urged them to relinquish their city of Ph6krea 
and establish themselves in his territory, offering to them any 
site which they chose to occupy. Though they declined this 
tempting offer, yet he still continued anxious to aid them 
il;gainst dangers at home, and gave thetn a large donation of 
'money-whereby they were enabled; at a critical moment to 
complete their fortifications. Argan.th6nius died shortly after
wards, having lived (we are told) to· the extraordinary age _of 
i 20 years, of which he had reigned So. The Ph6kreans had 
probably reason to repent of their refusal; since in no very 
long time their town having been taken by the Persians, half 
their citizens became exiles, and Were obliged to seek a 
precarious abode in Corsica, in place of the advantageous 
settlement which old Arganth6nius: had ·offered to them in 
Tartessus. s · ' ' · 
- By such steps did the Greeks gradually· track out the lines of 
Phenician commerce in the Mediterranean, and accomplish. 
that vast improvement in their geographical knowledge-the 
circumnavigation ofwnat Eratosthenes and Strabo termed" our 
sea," as distinguished from the external Ocean.4 Little 
practical advantage hO\vever· was derived from the discovery,• 

'El..t.:fwwv.lxpMa.vTO".Ka.l TOV.TE ~Aop(rJV Ka.l TtiJITvpCTrJVlrw Ka.l T~V 'If371pir]V Kal 
_Tbv Ta.eT71o'q-bv ohol •!uwol «a.Tao~~cwT•:: ~~a.uTlMono li€:o~ CTTpoyy6l..po'• 
"71vo'l al..l..?t 11'EVJ"1I«OvnpotCTt~the expresswns are remarkable. . 

: 1 Herodot. i. 164; 165 gives an example of the jealousy of the-Chians in 
resp'ect to. the islands called CEnussre. · . . -· . 

. 2 Ephoru~, Fragm._ 52, ed. Marx; Strabo, v:i. p. 267. 
a Herodot. i. 165. · - - - , . 
4 'H «a8' ~p.as 8&.l..a.CTCTa. (Strabo); orijulle Tijs 8a.1..&.uu11s (Herodot; iv. 41). 
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which was only made during the last years of Ionian indepen
dence. The Ionian cities became subjects of Persia, and 
Ph6krea. especially was crippled and half-depopulated in the 
struggle. Had the period of Ionian enterprise been prolonged, 
we should probably have heard of other Greek settlements in 
Iberia and Tartessus,-over and above Emporia and Rhodus, 
formed by the Massaliots between the Pyrenees and the 
Ebro,-as well as of increasing Grecian traffic with those 
regions. The misfortunes of Phokrea and the other Ionic 
towns saved the Phenicians of Tartessus from Grecian inter
ference and competition, such as that which their fellow
countrymen in Sicily had been experiencing for a century and 
a half. 

But though the Ephesian Artemis, the divine protectress of 
Phokrean emigration, was thus prevented from becoming 
consecrated in Tartessus along with the Tyrian Herakles, an 
impulse not the less powerful was given to the imaginations 
of philosophers like Thales and poets like Stesichorus-whose 
lives cover the interval between the supernatural transport of 
Kolreus on the wings of the wind, and the persevering, well
planned, exploration which emanated from Phokrea. While, on 
. the one hand, the Tyrian Herakles with his venerated temple 
at Gades furnished a new locality and details for mythes 
respecting the Grecian Herakles-on the other hand, intelligent 
Greeks learnt for the first time that the waters surrounding their 
islands and the Peloponnesus formed part of a sea circum
scribed by assignable boundaries. Continuous navigation of 
the Phokreans round the coasts, first of the Adriatic, next of 
the Gulf of Lyons to the Pillars of Herakles and Tartessus, first 
brought to light this important fact. The hearers of Archilo
chus, Simonides of Amorgus, and Kallinus, living before or 
contemporary with the voyage of Kolreus, had no known sea
limit either north of Korkyra or west of Sicily : but those of 
Anakreon and Hipponax, a century afterwards, found the 
Euxine, the Palus Mreotis, the Adriatic, the Western Medi
terranean, and the Libyan Syrtes, all so far surveyed as to 
present to the mind a definite conception, and to admit of 
being visibly represented by Anaximander on a map. However 
familiar such knowledge has now become to us, at the time 
now under discussion it was a prodigious advance. The Pillars 
of Herakles, especially, remained deeply fixed in the Greek 
mind, as a terminus of human adventure and aspiration : of 
the Ocean beyond, men were for the most part content to 
remain ignorant. 
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It has already been stated, that the Phenicians, as coast 

explorers, were even· more enterprising than the Phokieans. 
But their jealous commercial spirit induced them to conceal 
their track,-to give information designedly false 1 .respecting 
dangers and difficulties,-and even: to drown· any commercial 
rivals when they could do -so with safety. 2 . One remarkable 
Phenician achievement, however,· contemporary with the period 
of Ph6kaoan exploration, must not be passed over. It was 
somewhere about 6oo B.C. that they circumnavigated Africa; 
starting from the Red Sea, by direction of the Egyptian king 
N ekos, son of Psammetichus-going round the Cape of Good 
Hope to· Gades-and from thence returning to the Nile. 

It appears that Nek6s, arixious tb procure a water-communi
cation between the Red Sea arid 'the Mediterranean, began 
digging a canal from the former to the Nile, but desisted from 
the undertaking after having made· considerable progress. I.n 
prosecution of the same object, he despatched these Phenicians 
on. an experimental voyage from the Red Sea round Libya, 
which was successfully accomplished, though in a time not less 
than three years; for during each autumn, the mariners landed 
and remained on shore a sufficient• time to sow their seed and 
raise a crop of corn. They reached Egypt again through the 
Strait of Gibraltar, in the course of the third year, and recounted 
a t.ale-" which (says Herodotus) others may perhaps .believe, 
but I cannot ~elieve "-that in sailing round Libya they had 
the sun on their right hand, i. ~- to the north.3 · 

The reality of this circumnavigation was 'confirmed to 
Herodptus by various Carthaginia~ informants, 4 and he himself 

1 The geographer Ptolemy, with genuine ~cie~tific zeal, complains ,bit-· 
terly of the reserve and frauds common with the old traders, respecting the 
countrles which they visited (Ptolem. Geogr. i. II). 

-~ Strabo, iii: pp. 175, 176; xvii. p. 8o2. 
" Herodot. iv. 42. ,Kal 1!71.<-ya>, lf'ol f'EV ob 11"HTra i<M'I' oe o~ 'T<'f, &s 

r.Ept7rA.fiJoll'rEs T1}v At/3lrrw, T~w ~A.tov taxov Es TO. Oe~td. 
4 Herodot. Ofi'l'w f'EV a_flr71 l-yvdJu871 iil1rpw'Tov· (t". e .. 17 Atfl{,"l/ l-yvrM871 

louua 7r<plppuros-} f'E'Td o<, Kapx"l/o&vwl elutv ol ll.l-yov'TES. These Cartha
ginians, to whom Herodotus here alludes; tcld him that Libya was circum
navigable : but it does not seem that they knew of any other actual cir
cumnavigation except that of the Phenicians sent by Nek()s; otherwise 
Herodotus would have made some allusic;m lo it, inste_ad of proceeding, as 
he does immediately, to· tell the story of the Persian Satasp@s, who tried 
and failed. ' 

The testimony of the Carthaginians is so far valuable, ·as it declares 
their persuasion of the truth of the statement made by those Phenicians. 

Some critics have construed the words, in which He1'odotus alludes to 
the Carthaginians as his informants, as if what they told him_ was the story 
of the fruitless attempt made by Satasp~s._ But this is evidently not the 

D 2 
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fully believes it. There seems good reason for sharing in his 
belief, though several able critics reject the tale as incredible. 
The Phenicians were expert and daring masters of coast 
navigation, and in going round Africa they had no occasion 
ever to lose sight of land. We may presume that their vessels 
were amply stored, so that they could take their own time, and 
lie by in bad weather; we may also take for granted that the 
reward consequent upon success was considerable. For any 
other mariners then existing, indeed, the undertaking might 
have been too hard, but it was not so for them, and that was 
the reason why Nek6s chose them. To such reasons, which 
show the story to present no intrinsic incredibility (that indeed 
is hardly alleged even by Mannert and others who disbelieve 
it), we may add one other, which goes far to prove it positively 
true. They stated that in the course of their circuit, while 
going westward, they had the sun on their right hand (i. e. to 
the northward) ; and this ph~nomenon, observable according 
to the season. even when they were within the tropics, could 
not fail to force itself on their attention as constant, after they 
had reached the southern temperate zone. But Herodotus at 
once pronounces this part of the story to be incredible, and so 
it might appear to almost every man, Greek,1 Phenician or 
Egyptian, not only of the age of Nek6s, but even of the time of 
Herodotus, who heard ·it ; since none of them possessed either 
actual experience of the ph~nomena of a southern latitude, or 
a sufficiently correct theory of the relation between sun and 
earth, to understand the varying direction of the shadows ; and 
few men would consent to set aside the received ideas with refer
ence to the solar motions, from pure confidence in the veracity 
of these Phenician narrators. Now that under such circum
stances the latter should invent the tale is highly improbable; 
and if they were not inventors, they must have experienced the 
ph~nomenon during the southern portion of their transit. 

Some critics disbelieve this circumnavigation, from supposing 
that if so remarkable an achievement had really taken place 
once, it must have been repeated, and practical application 
must have been made of it. But though such a suspicion is not 
unnatural, with those who recollect how great a revolution was 
meaning of the historian : he brings forward the opinion of the Cartha
ginians as confirmatory of the statement made by the Phenicians employed 
by Nek6s. 

1 Diodorus (iii. 40) talks correct language about the direction of the 
shadows southward of the tropic of Cancer (compare Pliny, H. N. vi. 29) 
-one mark of the extension of geographical and astronomical observations
during the four intervening centuries between him and Herodotus. 
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operated when the passage was rediscovered during the fifteenth 
century-yet the reasoning will not be found applicable to the 
sixth century before the Christian rera. , , . ' 

Pure scientific curiosity, in that age, coub.ted~ for nothing. 
The motive of Nekos for directing.this enterprise was the same 
as that which had prompted him •to dig: his canal,-in order 
that he might procure the best communication between the 
Mediterranean and the Red Sea. But, as it has been with the 
north-west passage in our time, so it was with the circumnavi
gation of Africa- in his-the proof of its practicability at the 
same time showed that it was not av~ilable for purposes of 
traffic or communication, looking to the resources· then at the 
command ·of navigators-a fact, howev~r, which could not be 
known until the experiment was ma~e. To pass from the 
Mediterrai1ean to the Red Sea by mea,ns of the Nile still- con
tinued to be the easiest way ; either by aid of the land journey, 
which in the times of the Ptolemies )Vas usually made from 
Koptos on the Nile to Berenike on the Red Sea, or by means 
of the canal of N ekos, which Darius afterwards finished, though 
it seems to have been peglected during the Persian rule in 
Egypt, and was subsequently repaired and put to service under 
the Ptolemies. Without any doubt the successful Phenician 
mariners underwent both severe hardships and great real perils, 
besides those still g~eater supposed perils,· the apprehensio~f of 
which so constantly uimerved the minds' even of experienced 
and resolute men in the unknown Ocean. Such was the -force 
of these terrors and difficulties, to which there was no known 
termination, upon the mind of the Achremenid Sataspes (upon 
whom the circumnavigation of Africa was imposed as a penalty 
,-,worse than death'' by Xerxes, in commutation of a capital 
sentence), that he returned_without having finished the circuit, 
though by so doing he forfeited his life. 1;Ie affirmed that he 
had sailed "until his vessel stuck fast; and could move on no 
farther" -a persuasion not uncommon in ancient times and 
even down to Columbus, that thc;:re was a point, beyond 
which the Ocean, either from mud, sands, shallows, fogs, or 
accumulations of sea-weed, was no longer navigable. I 

1 Skylax, after follo'wing the line of coast from the ·Meditemine~~ out
side of the Strait of Gibraltar, and then south~westward along Africa as far 
as the island of Kern~, goes on to say, that' "l:Jeyond Kern~ the sea is no 
longer navigable from shallows and mud •and sea-weed "-Tiis 8~ K~pv7Js 
v~<Tov ..-il. breJ<Etva. obJ<In ~<T..-1 1rll.w..-il. 8cil. /3pa.xvor7JTO. 8all.ci...-..-.,s J<a.l .,..,7\lw Ka.l 
<f>vJ<os. 'E<T..-1_8~ .,-o <f>vJ<os ..-ijs lioXJLijs ..-I> 1rll.ci...-os J<al il.vw9•v oN, fJJ<Tn ICEII'fEiv 
(Skyiax, c. 109). Neatchus, on undertaking his voyage' down· the Indus 
and from thence into the Persian Gulf, is not

1
certain whether the external 
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Now we learn from hence that the enterprise, even by those 

who believed the narrative of Nekos's captains, was regarded 

sea will be found navigable-el o~ 'll"l\omls -y~ ttr-rw cl -ra.6-rp 'II"Ov-ros (N earchi 
Periplus, p. 2: compare p. 40 ap. Geogr. Minor. vol. i. ed. Hudson). 
Pytheas described the neighbourhood of Thul~ as a sort of chaos-a medley 
of earth, sea and air in which you could neither walk nor sail-o!lre 1-1l Ka.8' 
alrr~v il'II"'IIPX•" oil-r• Bcl.l\autra olin M!p, al\l\a ITV"fKptp.cl. Tt tK TOVTWJI 'II"AeVJJ.OVt 
Bal\auulre ~OtKbs, tv t{i </>'110'1 -r~v -y1jv Ka.l -r~v 8&.1\a.utrav alwpe'iu8at Ko:l -ra 
ITVJJ.'II"U.I/Ta, Kal TOUTOV ells &v lietrp.bv dvac ·-rwv lil\wv, wfr-r• 'II"Op<urbv p.f!-rf! 
'11"1\w-rbv {nrcl.pxov-ra' -rb p.ev oliv nji '11"1\evp.ovt ~OtKbs ab-rbs (Pytheas) jwpa~<~vat, 
rlf.l\l\a lie l\e-y•w £~ cl.Ko1)s (Strabo, ii. p. 104). Again, the priests of Mem
phis told Herodotus that their conquering hero Sesostris had equipped a 
fleet in the Arabian Gulf, and made a voyage into the Erythrrean Sea, 
subjugating people everywhere, "until he came to a sea no longer navig
able from shallows "-ob"~"' .,..,_.,"~" {nrb !3pax~wv (Herod. ii. roz). Plato 
represents the sea without the Pillars of Herakl@s as impenetrable ·and unfit 
for navigation, in consequence of the large admixture of earth, mud, or 
vegetable covering, which had arisen in it from the disruption of the great 
island or continent Atlantis (Timreus, p. 25; and Kritias, p. roS); which 
passages are well illustrated by the Scholiast, who seems to have read geo
graphical descriptions of the character of this outer sea-"Tovro "a.l ol -robs 
iKelvp ,-&7rovs lcrTopoVV'T€$ A~"'(OViiLV, Ws '7l"dVTa. 'TEVa.f'WO?'] T0v ~IC€'i e1vat xCiJpov· 
Tfva-yos aE €0'Tlv lA:6s •ns, brL7roA&.(ov-ros VOa.TOS oV woi\AoV, Kal /3oTci.V1JS 
~'11"<</>atvop.~v'I]S -rovrre. See also Plutarch's fancy of the dense, earthy, and 
viscous Kronian sea (some days to the westward of Britain), in which a 
ship could with difficulty advance, and only by means of severe pulling 
with the oars (Plutarch, De Facie in Orbe Lunre, c. 26, p. 941). So again 
in the two geographical productions in verse by Rufus Festus Avienus 
(Hudson, Geogr. Minor. vol. iv., Descriptio Orbis Terr~, v. 57, and Ora 
Maritima, v. 406-41 5): in the first of these two, the density of the water 
of the Western Ocean is ascribed to its being saturated with salt-in the 
second, we have shallows, large quantities of sea-weed, and wild beasts 
swimming about, which the Carthaginian Himilco affirmed himself to have 
seen-

"Plerumque porro tenue tenditur salum, 
Ut vix arenas subjacentes occuJat; 
Exsuperat au tern gurgitem fucus frequens 
Atque impeditur cestus ex uligine : 
Vis vel ferarum pelagus omne internatat, 
Mutusque terror ex feris habitat freta. 
Hrec olim Himilco Pcenus Oceano super 
SjJectasse semet et probasse rettulit: 
llrec nos, ab imis Punicorum annalibus 
Prolata Iongo tempore, edidimus tibi." 

Compare also v. II5-I30 of the same poem, where the author again quotes 
from a voyage of Himilco, who had been four months in the ocean outside 
of the Pillars of Hercules-

"Sic nuHa late flabra propeHunt ratem, 
Sic segnis humor requoris pigri stupet, 
Adjicit et illud, plurimum inter gurgites 
Extare fucum, et srepe virgulti vice 
Retinere puppimt" &c. 

The dead calm, mud, and shallows of the external ocean are touched 
upon by Aristot. Meteorolog. ii. r, 14, and seem to have been a favourite 
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~s at once desperate and unprofitable ; but doubtless many 
persons treated it as a mere " Phenician lie" 1 (to use an· 

subject of declamation with the _rhetors of the Augustan age. See Seneca, 
Suasoriar. i. I. . , 

Even the companions and contemporaries ?f Columbus, when navigation 
had made such comparative progress, ~till retained much of these .fears re·. 
specting the dangers and difficulties of the unknown ocean :-"'Le tableau 
exagere (observes A. von Humboldt, Examen Critique de l'Histoire de Ia 
,Geographie, t. iii. p. 95) que. Ia ruse des PJ:leniciens avait trace des diffi-· 
cultes qu'opposaient a Ia navigation au delil des Co!onnes d'Hercule; de 
Cerne, et de l'IleSai:ree (Ierne), le fucus, le limon, le manque· de fond, et 
le calme perpetuel de Ia mer, ressemble d'une maniere frappante aux recits 
animes des premiers compagnons de Colomb.". 

Co)umbus was the first man who traversed the sea of Sargasso, or area· 
of ihe Atlantic Ocean south of the Azores, where it is covered by an im· 
mense mass of sea-weed for a space six or seven times as large as France : 
the alarrn of his crew at this unexpected speCtacle was considerable. The. 
sea-weed is sometimes s"o thickly accumulated, that it requires a considerable 
wind to impel the vessel through it. The remarks and comparisons of M. 
von Humboldt in reference to ancient and modern navigation are .highly 
interesting (Examen, ut sup. pp. 69, 88, gr, &c.). 
· J. M. Gesner (Dissertat. de Navigationibus extra Columnas Herculis, 

sect. 6 and 7) has a good defence of the story told by Herodotus. Major 
Rennell also adopts the same view,,and shows' by many arguments how 
much easier the circumnavigation was from. the East than from the West 
(Geograph. System of Herodotus, p. 68o): compare Ukert, Geograph. 'der 
Griechen und Romer, vol. i. p. 6r ; Mannert, Geog; d. G. und Romer, vol. 
i. p. 19-26. Gossellitt (Recherches sur la Geogr. des Anc. i. p. 149) and' 
Mannert both reject th~ story as not worthy of belief: Heeren defends it 
(Ideen tiber d.en V erkehr der Alten ·Welt, i. 2, P•· 86-95). 

Agatharchides, in the second century B.c., pronounces the eastern·coast 
of Africa, sou,thward of the Red Sea, to be as yet unexamined : he treats it 
as a matter of certainty however that the sea to the south-westward is con
tinuous with the Western Ocean (De Rubro Mari, Geogr. Minores, ed. 
Huds. v. i. p. rr). 

1 Strabo, iii. p. '170. Satasp~s (the unsuccessful Persian circumnavigator 
of Libya, mentioned just above) had violated the daughter of another 
Persian nobleman, Zopyrus son of Megabyzus, and Xerx~s had given orders 
that he should be crucified for this act: his mother· begged him-off by sug
gesting that he should be condemned to something "worse than death"
the circumnavigation of Libya (Herod. iv. 43). Two things are to be 
remarked in respect to his voyage :-I. He took with him a ship and sea
men from Egypt ; we are ~ot told that they were Phenician ; probably no 
other mariners than Phenicians were competent to such a voyage-and even 
if the crew of Sataspes had been Phenicians, he could not offer rewards for 
success equal to those at the disposal of Nekils. 2. He began his enter
prise from the Strait of Gibrahar instead of from the Red Sea : now it 
seems that the current between Madagascar and the eastern coast of Africa 
sets very strongly towards the Cape of Good Hope, so that while it greatly 
assists the southerly voyage, on the other hand, it makes return by the 
same way very difficult. (See Humboldt, Examen Critique de l'Histoire 
de la Geographic, t. i. p. 3433·) Strabo however affirms that all those 
who had tried to circumnavigate Africa, both from the Red Sea and from 
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expression proverbial in ancient times). The circumnavigation 
of Libya is said to have been one of the projects conceived by 
Alexander the Great.1 We may readily believe that if he had 
lived longer, it would have been confided to Nearchus or some 
other officer of the like competence, and in all probability 
would have succeeded, especially since it would have been 
undertaken from the eastward-=-to the great profit of geographical 
knowledge among the ancients, but with little advantage to 
their commerce. There is then adequate reason for admitting
that these Phenicians rounded the Cape of Good Hope from 
the East about 6oo B.c., more than 2000 years earlier than 
Vasco de Gama did the same thing from the West; though 
the discovery was in the first instance of no avail, either for 
commerce or for geographical science. 

Besides the maritime range of Tyre and Sidon, their trade 
by land in the interior of Asia was of great value and importance. 
They were the speculative merchants who directed the march 
of the caravans laden with Assyrian and Egyptian products 
across the deserts which separated them from inner Asia 2-an 
operation which presented hardly less difficulties, considering 
the Arabian depredators whom they were obliged to conciliate 
and even to employ as carriers, than the longest coast voyage. 
They seem to have stood alone in antiquity in their willingness 
to brave, and their ability to surmount, the perils of a distant 

the Strait of Gibraltar, had been forced to return without success (i. p. 32), 
so that most people believed that there was a continuous isthmus which 
rendered it impracticable to go by sea from the one point to the other: he 
is himself however persuaded that the Atlantic is u6(Jpovs on both sides of 
Afri-:a, and therefore that circumnavigation is possible. He as well as 
Poseidonius (ii. p: 98-100) disbelieved the tale of the Phenicians sent by 
Nek6s. He must have derived his complete conviction, that Libya might 
be circumnavigated, from geographical theory, which led him to contract 
the dimensions of that continent southward-inasmuch as the thing in his 
belief never had been done, though often attempted. Mannert (Geog. d. 
G. und Rom. i. p. 24) erroneously says that Strabo and others founded 
their _belief on the narrative of Herodotus. 

It is worth while remarking that Strabo cannot have read the story in 
Herodotus with much attention, since he mentions Darius as the king who 
sent the Phenicians round Africa, not N ek6s ; nor does he take notice of 
the remarkable statement of these navigators respecting the position of the 
sun. There were doubtless many apocryphal narratives current in his time 
respecting attempts, successful and unsuccessful, to circumnavigate Africa, 
as we may see by the tale of Eudoxus (Strabo, ii. 98; Cornel. Nep. ap. 
Plin. H. N. ii. 67, who gives the story very differently; and Pomp. Mel a, 
iii. 9). 

l Arrian, Exp. AI. vii. r, 2. 
2 Herodot .. i. I, 4>oiv•~<as-a'11'a')'u'lov-ras <j>oprla 'Auu6pul. T£ 1<al 

Al")'6'U"T'"· 
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their descendants at . Cartha""" . .,,.,·..:~- T.T•;~n 

in pushing caravans far into 

CHAPTER XIX 

ASSYRIANS-BABYLON 

THE name of ~he Assyrians who formed one- wmg ot this 
early system of ~ntercourse and· commerce, rests chiefly upo~ 
the great cities o~ Nineveh and Babylon. To the Assyrians· of 
Nineveh (as has<been already mentioned) is ascribed in early 
times a very extensive empire, covering qmch of Upper Asia, 
as well as Mesopotamia or the country between the Euphrates 
and the Tigris. ~especting this empire-its .commence.ment, 
its extent, or even the mode in which it was put down-nothing 
certain can be affirmed. But it seems unquestionable- that 
many great and flourishing cities-and a population inferior in 
enterprise, but not in industry, to the Phenicians-were to be 
found on the Euphrates and Tigris, in tii?es anterio.r to the 
first Olympiad. Pf these- cities; Nineveh on the Tigris and 
Babylon on the Euphrates were the chief: 2- the latter being 
in some sort of dependence, probably, on the sovereigns· of 
Nineveh, yet governed by kings or chiefs of. its own, and com
prehending an hereditary order of priests named Chald~ans, 
masters of' all the science and literature as well as of the 
religious cer~moni'es current among the people, and devoted 
from very early times to that habit of astronomical observation 
which their brilliant sky so much favoured. · · - . 

The people caih!d Assyrians or Syrians (for among the Greek 
authors no constant distinction is maintained between the two B) 

1 See the valuable rihapter in Heeren (Ueber den Verkehr der Alten 
Welt; i. 2, Abschn. 4, 'p. 96) about the land trade of the Phenicians . 

. The twenty-seventh chapter of the Prophet Ezekiel presents a striking 
pi<:tu_t_e of the genei.:_al donunerce of Tyre. · 

2 Herodot. i. 178. 'fils lie 'Ao'uvpl'tls lu.,.l .,.il, p.lv Kov KalllA.A.a 1roA.lup.aia 
p.lra:Aa 'll'oA.Xcl., ·.,.o lie !ovop.au.,./rra.,.ov Kal ltrxvpomfov Kal _tv8a ucp• Nlvov 
&vau.,.&.'Toli ")'EltoJ).lv71s-.,.il, /3MtA:hia K«'rEO'T.f,Kee, i\v .Ba/3v?'<l1v. · · ' 

The existence of the5,e anc:i several other great cities: is an important item 
to be taken in, in our conception of the old Assyria :: Opis on the Tigris, 
and Sittaki! very near the Tigris, wete among_ them (Xenoph. Anab.-ii. 4, 
13~25): compare Diod~r. ii. II. · . 

8 Herodot. i. 72 ; iii, 90-91 ; vii. 63 : Strabo, xvi. p. 736, also ii; p. 84-, 
in which he takes excerttion to the distribution of the olKovu,P?J (inhabited 
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were distributed over the wide territory bounded on the east by 
Mount Zagros and its north-westerly confinuation towards 
Mount Ararat, by which they were separated from the Medes
and extending from thence westward and southward to the 
Euxine Sea, the river Halys, the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Persian Gulf-thus covering the whole course of the Tigris and 
Euphrates south of Armenia, as well as Syria and Syria-Palrestine, 
and the territory eastward of the Halys called Kappadokia. 
But the Chaldrean order of priests appears to have been 
peculiar to Babylon and other towns in its territory, especially 
between that city and the Persian Gulf. The vast, rich, and 
lofty temple of Belus in that city served them l).t once as a place 
of worship and an astronomical observatory. It .was the 
paramount ascendency of this order which seems to have 
caused the Babylonian people generally to be spoken of as 
Chaldreans-though some writers have supposed, without any 
good proof, a conquest of Assyrian Babylon by barbarians 
called Chaldreans from the mountains near the Euxine. 1 

There were exaggerated statements respecting the antiquity 
of their astronomical observations, which cannot be traced as 
of definite and recorded date higher than the rera ofNabonassar 2 

portion of the globe) marle by Eratosthen~s, because it did not include 
in the same compartment (eT<f>pa-yls) Syria proper and Mesopotamia; he 
calls Ninus and Semiramis, Syrians. Herodotus considers the Armenians 
as colonists from the Phrygians (vii. 7 3 ). 

The Homeric names 'Apip.o<, 'Ep<p./3ol (the first in the Iliad, ii. 783, the 
second in the Odyssey, iv. 84) coincide with the Oriental name of this race 
A ram: it seems more ancient in the Greek habits of speech, than ~rians 
(see Strabo, xvi. p. 785). · 

The Hesiodic Catalogue too, as well as St~sichorns, recognised Arabus 
as the son of Hermes by Throni~ daughter of Belus (Hesiod, Fragm. 29, ed. 
Marktscheffel; Strabo, i. p. 42). 

1 Heeren, in his account of the Babylonians (Ideen tiber den Verkehr 
der Alten Welt, part i. Abtheilung 2, p. 168), speaks of this conquest of 
Babylon by Chaldrean barbarians from the northern mountains as a certain 
fact, explaining the great development of the Babylonian empire under 
Nabopolasar and Nebuchadnezzar from 63o-580 B.c.; it was (he thinks) 
the new Chaldrean conquerors who thus extended their dominion over 
Judrea and Phenicia. 

I agree with Volney (Chronologie des Babyloniens, ch. x. p. 215) in 
thinking this statement both unsupported and improbable. Mannert seems 
to suppose the Chaldreans of Arabian origin (Geogr. der Gr. und Rom., 
part v. s. 2, ch. xii. p. 419). The passages of Strabo (xvi. p. 739) are 
more favourable to this opinion than to that of Heeren ; but we make out 
nothing distinct respecting the Chaldreans except that they were the priestly 
order among the Assyrians of Babylon, as they are expressly termed by 
Herodotus-&s 71.e-yovCT< oi XaMa'io<, Uwr<s ipe<s ToVTov Tov 8eo!i (of Zeus 
Belus) (Herodot. i. 181). 

1 The earliest Chaldrean astronomical observation, known to the ;~strQ· 
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(747 B.c.), a~ well as respecting the 
knowledge, sp largely blended with 

extent of th-eir acquired 
astrological fapcies and 

nomer Ptolemy, both precise ;md of nscert9.ined date to a d~gree sufficient 
for scientific use; was a lunar eclipse of the 19th March, 721 B. c.-the 27th 
year ofthe ::era of Nabonassar (Ideler, Ueber die Astronomischen Beobacli
tungen der Alten, p. 19, Berlin, 1806). Had Ptolemy known any older 
,observations corifortning to these conditions, he would not have omitted to 
notice them: hik own words in the-Almagest testifY how .much he valued 
the knowledge and comparison of observations taken at distant intervals 
(Almagest, b. 3; p. 62, ap. Ideler, !. c. p. r), and at the same time imply 
that he had none more ancient than the ::era of Nabonassar (Aim. iii. p. 77, 
ap. !del. p. 169). · 

That the Chaldreans had been, long before .this period, in the habit of 
'observing the heavens, there is no reason to doubt; and the exactness of those 
observations citeU by Ptolemy implies (according to the judgement of Ideler, 
ib. p. 167) long :previous practice. The period of 223Innations, after which 
the moon reverts nearly to the same positions in reference to the apsides 
and nodes, and fl.fter which eclipses return nearly in the same order and 
magnitude, appears to have been discovered by the Chaldreans (" Defect us 
ducentis viginti [ tribus mensibus .redire in sues qrbes. certum est," Pliny, 
H. N. ii. 13), and they deduced from hence the mean daily motions of the 
moon with a degree of accuracy which differs only by four· seconds frotr) 
.modern lunar tables (Geminus, Isagoge inArati Phrenomena, c. IS: Ideler 
I. c. pp. 153, 154, and in his Handbuch der Chronologie, val. i. Absch. ii. 
p. 207). • : ·, 

There seem to.have been.Chaldrean observations, both made and recorded, 
of much greaterr'antiquity than the ::era of Nabona~sar; though we cannot 
lay much stress on the date of 1903 years anterior to Alexander the G:reatj. 
which is meritiorted by Simplicius (ad Aristot. de Ccelo, p. 123) ·as being 
the ~arliest peripd. of the Chaldrean. observations sent .from Babylon by 
Kalhsthenes to Anstotle. Ideler thmks that the . Chaldrean obseJ."Vations 
anterior to the ::era of Nabonassar were useless to astronomers from the 
warit of some fixed ::era, or definite cycle, -to identifY the date of each of 
them. The common civil year of the Chaldreans had been from the begin
ning (like that of the Greeks) a lunar year, kept in a certain degree of 
harmony with th'e sun by cycles of lunar year~ and intercalation. Down to 
the ::era of Naborj.assar, the calendar was in confusion, and there was nothing 
to verifY either the time of accession of the kings or that of astronomical 
phrenomena obser~ed, except the days .and months of this lunar year. In 
the reign of Nabonassar the astronomers at Babylon introdnced (not into 
civil use, but for;their own purposes and records) the Egyptian solar year 
-<>f 365 days, ot 12 months of thirty days each, with five added days, be
ginning with the: first of the month Thoth, the commencement of th~ Egyp
tian year-and tl\ey thus first obtained a continnous and accurate mode of 
marking the date of events. It is not meant that the Chaldreans then for 
the first time obtained from th.:; Egyptians the knowledge of the solar year 
of 365 days, but that they then for the first time adopted it in their nota~ 
tion of time for dstronomical purpose.s, fixing the precise moment at which 
they began. Nor is there the least reason to suppose that the ::era of Nabo
nassar coincided :with any ~political revolution or change of dynasty.· Ideier 
discusses this ppint (p. 146-173, and Handbuch der Chronol. p. 215--, 
220). Syncellus· might correctly say-'A,.b No/3ova.<TJ.pov -ro/..s xp&,ovs -rijs 
r(;>v li.<T-rpwv 'll"a.pa.'1"1jp~<TEW~ :x;a.A.Il~IO! 1i~<pl/3w<T~V \Chwno~r. P· 20?)~ ' 
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occult influences of the heavenly bodies on human affairs. But 
however incomplete their knowledge may appear when judged 
by the standard of after-times, there can be no doubt, that 
compared with any of their contemporaries of the sixth century 
B.c. (either Egyptians, Greeks or Asiatics) they stood pre-eminent, 
and had much to teach, not only to Thales and Pythagoras, 
but even to later inquirers, such as Eudoxus and Aristotle. 
The conception of the revolving celestial sphere, the gnomon, 
and the division of the day into twelve parts, are affirmed by 
Herodotus 1 to have been first taught to the Greeks by the 
Babylonians ; and the continuous observation of the heavens 
both by the Egyptian and Chaldrean priests, had determined 
with considerable exactness both the duration of the solar year 
and other longer periods of astronomical recurrence ; thus 
impressing upon intelligent Greeks the imperfection of their 
own calendars, and furnishing them with a basis not only for 
enlarged observations of their own, but also for the discovery 
and application of those mathematical theories whereby 
astronomy first became a science. 

It was not only the astronomical acquisitions of the priestly 
caste which distinguished the early Babylonians. The social 
condition, the fertility of the country, the dense population, and 
the persevering industry of the inhabitants, were not less remark
able. Respecting Nineveh, 2 once the greatest of the Assyrian 

We need not dwell upon the back reckonings of the Chaldreans for 
periods of 720,000, 490,000, 470,000 years, mentioned by Cicero, Diodorus 
and Pliny (Cicero, De Divin. ii. 46; Diod. ii. 31; Pliny, H. N. vii. 57), 
and seemingly presented by Berosus and others as the preface of 
Babylonian history. 

It is to be noted that Ptolemy always cited the Chaldrean observations as 
made by "the Chalchans," never naming any individual ; though in all 
the other observations to which he alludes, he is very scrupulous in particu
larising the name of the observer. Doubtless he found the Chaldrean ob· 
servations registered just in this manner; a point which illustrates what is 
said in the text respecting the collective character of their civilisation, and 
the want of individual development or prominent genius. 

The superiority of the Chaldrean priests to the Egyptian as astronomical 
observers is shown by the fact, that Ptolemy, though living at Alexandria, 
never mentions the latter as astronomers, nor cites any Egyptian observa
tions; while he cites thirteen Chaldrean observations in the years B.C. 721, 
720, 523, 502, 491, 383, 382, 245, 237, 229: the first ten being observations 
of lunar eclipses; the last three, of conjuncti9ns of planets and fixed stars 
(Ideler, Handbuch der Chronologie, vol. i. A b. ii. p. 195-199). 

1 Herodot. ii. 109. · 
2 The ancient Ninus or Nineveh was situated on the eastern bank of the 

Tigris, nearly opposite the modern town of Mousul or Mosul. Herodotus 
(i. 193) and Strabo (xvi. p. 737) both speak of it as being destroyed; 
but Tacitus (Ann. xii. 13) and Ammian. Marcell. (xviii. 7) mention it as 
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cities, we have no, good information, nor can we safely· reason 
from the analogy :of Babylon, inasmuch as the peculiarities of 
the latter were al~ogether determined by the Euphrates, while 
Nineveh was seated co.nsiderably farther no\th, and on the 
east bank of the Tigris. But Herodotus gives us valuable par.
ticulars respecting Babylon as.an eye-witness. We may judge· 
by his account, representing its condition after much suffering 
from the Persian i;:onquest, what it had been a century earlier in 
the days of its ful~ splendour. . . : · · 

The neighbouring territory, receiving but little tain;1 owed·its 
fertility altogether to the annual overflowing of the Euphrates, 
on which the labqur bestowed; for the purpose of limiting, regu
larising, and diffusing its supply of. water, was stupendous. 
Embankments al~ng.the river-artificial reservoirs in connexion 
with it to receive an excessive increase-new curvilinear channels 
dug for the wateri i11o places where the stream was too straight 
and rapid-broad and deep canals crossing the whole space 
between the Euphrates and the Tigris, and feeding numerous 
rivulets 2 or ditches which enabled the whole breadth of land 
to be irrigated-all these toilsome applications were requisite 
to ensure due moisture for the Babylonian soil. But they were 
rewarded with ah exuberance of produce; =in the various 
descriptions of grain, such as Herodotus hardly dares to 
particularise. THe country produced no trees except the date-

1 . • . 

subsisting. Its ruins had been long remarked (see Thevenot, Voyages; liv. i. 
ch. xi. p. 176, and Niebuhr, Reisen, vol. ii. p. 36o), but have never beer! 
examined carefully utitil recently by Rich, Layard, and others: see Ritter, 
West-Asien, b. iii. A;btheil. iii. Abschn. i. s. 45, p. I7I-22I; and Fi:irbiger, 
Handbuch der Alten Geographie, s. 96, p. 612; and above all the interesting 
work of Mr. Layard; who has procured from ·the ,spot so many .valuable 
remains of antiquity.: · · . ' 

Kt@sias, according' to- Diodorus (ii.- 3), placed Ninus or Nineveh on the 
Euphrates, which we must presume to be an inadvertence-probably of 
Diodorus himself, for Ktesias would be less likely than· he to confound the_ 
Euphrates and· theT.igris. Compare Wesseling ad Diodor. ii. 3, and Bahr 
ad Ktesire Fragm.· ii.• Assyr. p. 392. . 

1 Herodot. i. 19J. 'H 'Yi1 TWV 'Atrtrvp!ow il€T(U pJv o:l..!-y<p-while he 
speaks of rain fa)lil:;tg. at Thebes in Egypt as a prodigy, which never 
happened except just at the moment when the country was conquered-by 
Cambyses-ob 'Yap o~ lleTa;l Ta· ll.vw Tf;s AI')'6TrTov TO 7ra;pc/.1ra;v (iii. ro). It 
is not unimportant to. notice this distinction between the little rain of 
Babylonia, and the: no rain of Upper Egypt-as a· mark of measured 
assertion in the historian from whom so much of our knowledge of Grecian 
history is derived. 

It chanced to rain· hard during the four days which the traveller Niebuhr: 
spent in going from the ruins of Babylon to Bagdad, at the end of November 
1763 (Reisen, veil. iii p. 292). · ·, - , · _ . 

2 Herodot. i. 193 ;; Xenophon, Anab. i. 7, 15; ii. 4, iJ-22, -
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palm; which was turned to account in many different ways, and 
from the fruit of which, both copious and of extraordinary size, 
wine as well as bread was made.l Moreover, Babylonia was 
still more barren of stone than of wood, so that buildings as 
well as walls were constructed almost entirely of brick, for 
which the earth was well-adapted ; while a flow of mineral 
bitumen, found near the town and river of Is, higher up the 
Euphrates, served for cement. Such persevering and systematic 
labour, applied for the purpose of irrigation, excites our aston
ishment ; yet the description of what was done for defence is 
still more imposing. Babylon, traversed in the middle by the 
Euphrates, wa~ surrounded by walls three hundred feet in 
height, seventy-five feet in thickness, and composing a square 
of which each side was one hundred and twenty stadia (or 
nearly fifteen English miles) in length. Around the outside of 
the walls was a broad and deep moat from whence the material 
for the bricks composing them had been excavated; while one 
hundred brazen gates served for ingress and egress. Besides, 
there was a,n interior wall less thick, but still very strong; and 
as a still further obstruction to invaders from the north and 
north-east, another high and thick wall was built at some miles 
from the city, across the space between the Euphrates and the 
Tigris-called the wall of Media, seemingly a little to the north 
of that point where the two rivers most nearly approach to each 
other, and joining the Tigris on its west bank. Of the houses 
many were three or four stories high, and the broad and straight 
streets, unknown in a Greek town until the distribution of the 
Peirreeus by Hippodamus near the time of the Peloponnesian 
war, were well calculated to heighten the astonishment raised 
by the whole spectacle in a visitor like Herodotus. The royal 
palace, with its memorable terraces or hanging gardens, formed 
the central and commanding edifice in one half of the city-the 
temple of Belus in the other half. 

That celebrated temple, standing upon a basis of one square 
1 About the date-palms (q;olmcu) in the ancient Babylonia, see Theo

phrastus, Hist. Plant. ii. 6, z--6 ; Xenoph. Cyrop. vii. 5, 12 ; Anab. ii. 3, 
15; Diodor. ii. 53; there were some which bore no fruit, but which 
afforded good wood for house-purposes and furniture. 

Theophrastus gives the same general idea of the fertility and produce of 
the soil in Babylonia as Herodotus, though the two-hundred-fold, and 
sometimes three-hundred-fold, which was stated to the latter as the produce 
of the land in grain, appears in his statement cut down to fifty-fold or one
hundred-fold (Hist. Plant. viii. 7, 4). 

Respecting the numerous useful purposes for which the date-palm was 
made to serve (a Persian song enumerated three hundred and sixty), see 
Strabo, xvi. p. 742; Ammian. Marcell. xxiv. 3· 
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stadium, and epclosed in a precinct. of. two square stadia in 
dimension, was. composed of eight solid towers, built one. a,bove 
the other, and is alleged by Strabo to have been as much as a 
stadium or furl0ng high (the height is not specified by Hero
dotus1). It w~s full of costly decorations, and possessed ari 
extensive lan<;l.ed. property. Along the banks of the river; in 
its passage thrdugh the . city, were built spacious quays, and a 
bridge on stonJ piles-for the· placing of which (as Herodofus 
was told) Semiramis had. caused the riyer Euphrates to ·be 
drained off into the large side reservoir and lake constructed 
higher up its cdmrse.2 . ·. 

I • 
I . 

1 Herodot. i. 1•78; Strabo, xvi. p .. 738;Arrian, E. A. vii. 17, 7· Strabo 
does not say that it Was a stadium in perpendicular height: we may suppose 
that the stadium represents the entire distance in upward march from the 
bottom to the top1. He as well as Arrian says that Xerxes .destroyed both 
the temple of Belhs and all the other temples at Babylon (~<a8iill.ev, J<a-re· 
<TJ<alJI•v, iii. r6, 6; vii. 17, 4); he talks of the intention of Alexander to 
rebuild. it, and of pis directions given to level the foundations anew, carrying 
away the loose earth andruins. This cannot be reconciled with the narra
tive of Herodotu~, nor with the statement of Pliny (vi. 30), nor do I believe 
it to be true. }\:erxes plundered the temple of much of its wealth and 
ornaments ; but that he knocked. down the vast building and the other 
Babylonian temples, is incredible. Babylon always continued one of the 
chief cities of the:Persian empire. . . 

2 What is stated in the text respecting Babylon, is taken almost entirely 
from Herodotus : I have. given· briefly the· most prominent points in his 
interesting narrative (i. U8-193), which well deserves to be read at 
length. .· : , . 

Herodotus is in fact our only original witness, speaking from .his own 
observation and !going into details, respecting the marvels of Babylon. 
Ktesias, if his work had remained, would have been another original 
witness ; but we 'have only a few extracts from him by Diodorus. Strabo 
seems not to hav~ visited Babylon, nor can it be affirmed that Kleitarchus 
did so. Arrian J;lad Aristobulus to copy, and is valuable as far as he goes ; 
but he does not1 enter into many particulars respecting the magnitude of 
the city or its appurtenances. Berosus also,, if ?Ne possessed his book, 
would have been an eye-witness of the state of Babylon more than a· 
century and a half later than Herodotus, 'but the few fragments remaining 
are hardly at all idescriptive {see Ben;>si Fragm. p. 64-67, ed. Richter). 

The magnitude of the works described by Herodotus naturally provokes 
suspicions of exaggeration. But there are good grounds for trusting him, 
in my judgement, on all points which fell under his own vision and means 
of verification-hs distinguished from. past facts, on which he could do no 
more than give; what he heard. He had bestowed much· attention on 
Assyria and its phrenomena, as is evident from. 'the fact that he had written 
(or prepared to. write, if the suspicion be admissible that the work was 
never completed-Fabricius, Biblioth. Grrec. _ii. 20, 5) a special Assyrian 
history, which Has not reached us ('A<T<Tvplot<Tt 71.&-yot<T<, i. I06-I84). He is 
very precise in :the measures of which he speaks: thus having described 
the dimensions ·Of the walls in "royal cubits," he goes on immediately 
to tell us how ;much that measure differs from an ordinary cubit. He 
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Besides this great town of Babylon itself, there were through

out the neighbourhood, between the canals which united the 

designedly suppresses a part of what he had heard respecting the produce of 
the Babylonian soil, from the mere apprehension of not being believed. 

To these reasons for placing faith in Herodotus we may add another, 
not less deserving of attention. That which seems incredible in the 
constructions which he describes, arises simply from their enormous bulk, 
and the frightful quantity of human labour which must have been employed 
to execute them. He does not tell us, like Berosus (Fragm. p. 66), that 
these wonderful fortifications were completed in fifteen days-nor, like 
Quintus Curtius, that the length of one stadium was completed on each 
successive day of the year (v. I, 26). To bring to pass all that Herodotus 
has described, is a mere question of time, patience, number of labourers, 
and cost of maintaining them-for the materials were both close at hand 
and inexhaustible. 

Now what would be the limit imposed upon the power and wilJ of the 
old kings of Babylonia on these points? We can hardly assign that limit 
with so much confidence as to venture to pronounce a statement of Hero
dotus incredible, when he tells us something which he has seen, or verified 
from eye-witnesses. The pyramids and other works in Egypt are quite 
-sufficient to make us mistrustful of our own means of appreciation; and 
the great wall of China (extending for I2oo English miles along what was 
once the whole northern frontier of the Chinese empire-from 20 to 25 
feet high-wide enough for six horses to run abreast, and furnished with a 
suitable number of gates and bastions) contains more material than all the 
buildings of the British empire put together, according to Barrow's estimate 
(Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol, i. p. 7, t. v. ; and Ideler, 
Ueber die Zeitrechnung der Chinesen, in the Abhandlungen of the Berlin 
Academy for 1837, ch. 3, p. 291). 

Ktesias gave the_ circuit of the walls of Babylon as 360 stadia; Kleitarchus, 
365 stadia; Quintus Curtius, 368 stadia; and Strabo, 385 stadia; all 
different from Herodotus, who gives 480 stadia, a square of 120 stadia each 
side. Grosskurd (ad Strabon. xvi. p. 738), Letronne, and Heeren, all 
presume that the smaller number must be the truth, and that Herodotus 
must have been misinformed; and Grosskurd further urges, that Herodotus 
cannot have seen the walls, inasmuch as he himself tells us that Darius 
caused them to be razed after the second siege and re-conquest (Herodot. iii. 
159). But upon this we may observe-First, the expression (Tb T•ixos 
'lrEptEiAe) does not imply that the wall was so thoroughly and entirely razed 
by Darius as to leave no part standing,-still less that the great and broad 
moat was in all its circuit filled up and levelled. This would have been a 
roost laborious operation in reference to such high and bulky masses, and 
withal not necessary for the purpose of rendering the town defenceless; for 
which purpose the destruction of certain portions of the wall is sufficient. 
Next, Herodotus speaks distinctly of the walls and ditch as existin~t in his 
time, when he saw the place ; which does not exclude the possibihty that 
numerous breaches may have been designedly made in them, or mere 
openings left in the walls without any actual gates, for the purpose of 
obviating all idea of revolt. But however this latter fact may be, certain 
it is that the great walls were either continuous, or discontinuous only to 
the extent of these designed breaches, when Herodotus saw them. He 
describes the town and its phrenomena in the present tense: «€ eTa t /,v 
'ltEo['fl P.~'Y&Arp, p.J1a6os "ovua p.JTw'lrOV gKctlTTov l20 IJ'Tctlliwv, ~OVIJ''lJS TETpa'Yt6vou· 
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Euphrates and: the Tigris, many rich and p0pulous ,villages, 
while Bo!!sippa .i;l.nd other considerable towns were situated lower 

I 

oliTol O'T&.ow• T1js 1t<pr&oou Tlis 'II"Oil.los 'YlvovT.o:_• o-uv& ... c:wres· .480. T.o p.ep 
vvv f'E'Yo:Oos TOO"OVT~V e 0" 'J'l Toil t.o-T<os Toil B(\/3uil.owlou. 'EK€,df1'f'7JTO ~· &s 
ovoev t.il.il.o 'lfOil.<<rf'ri. .,.c;"' 'h!i•is top.•v· T&._</Jpos tJ.Jv ?l'pc;;.,.g. .f'.t" {Jo:Oeo: .,._. Ko:l •vpfg. 
ICO:l 'll"ii.E'f/ iioo:TOS 'II" € p .o E € ,. f<ET'O. o,E, T<ixos 'II"EVT1JKOVT,O: fJ.EV '1r7JXE~V f3a.O'til.7}1wv 
eo v TO <lipos, l!>jtos fie Ol'f/Ko<rlwv "''TIXewv. '0 lle {3o:o-•ii.Mos 'll"lixus To·v fJ.<Tpfou 
eo-Tl w-hx•os p.e("'v :TptO'l lla.KTOMl<rt (.c. 178). Again (c. I8I)~TovTo ·P.~" 
lln TO .,. .. zxos 8,wp7J~~•o-Tf· eT<pov .oe lo-,8c.v T.ii'xo~ w•p•8€i, ov .woil.il.o/ T~q> 
a0"8E,VEO'Tepov TOV ~repou nlx•os, O"TELVOT<_pov $€. T~en he _descr,ipe,s J.he 
temple of Zeus Bel us with its vast dimensions-Ko:1 es lp.€ ·TovTo (.,., Uv, 
ll6o _..,.o:l)[,v w&.vT'f/, ~ov TETP&.'Ywvov-in the language of one who had himself 
gone .up to the ·top of it. After having mentioned the striking present 
phrenomena of the temple, he specifies a st_atue ofsolid gold, twelve <:ubits 
high, which· the Chaldreans told him had one~ been th.ere, but which he 
did not see, and he ~carefully marks the distinction in his language-;}v lle 
iv T,P T€fJ.EVEi TOOT<)> (.,.. TOV xpovov lK€tVOV Ka.l 1x.vllpt'O.s llvWOEICO:' 7r'f/XE6JV, 
xp60"eos, O'TEp<os. 'E'Ycl> tJ.ev 1-''v .ov~< •llloV" Ta .o€ il.e'Y<Ta.• v'll"o Xa.il.oa.lwv, -Ta.vTa. 
il.e'Y"' (c. 183). ', 

The argument therefore by which Grosskurd justifies the reje,ctio.n of the 
state!llent of Herodptus is not to be reconciled ~ith the language of ~he 
historian : Herodotus certainly saw both the walls and the ditch. Ktesias 
saw them too, and his statement of the circuit, as 360 stadia, stands opposed 
to that of 480 stadi'\, which appears in Herod_o_tus. :J3ut the a\,lthority ,of 
Herodotus is in my,judgement so much superior to t)jat of Ktesias, that I 
accept the larger fig*re as more worthy of credit than the smaller. Sixty 
English miles (speaking in round numbe'rs) of circuit is doubtless a 'Yonder, 
but forty-five miles h). circuit is a wonder also: granting means and will .to 
execute the le_sser of these two,;the Babylonian kings C:J,n hardly:be.s_upp.osed 
inadequate to the gr~ater. . . 

To me the height of these artificial mountains, call~d walls, appea,rs even 
more astonishing than their length or breadth. Yet it is curious th;tt on 
this point the two eye-witnesses, Herodotus and Kt€sias, ·both agree, .with 
only the difference between royal cubits and comm.o_n c)lbits. Herodot\ls 
states the height at ~oo .royal ,cubits: Kt~sias, at fifty fathoms, w:hich are 
equal to 200 common: cubits (Diod. ii. 7)-To o€ ii>ftos, &s f'EV KT'f/<ria.s </J7J<rl, 
'1rEVT1JICOVTa.-OP'YUIWV, &s o€ (viOl TWV VfWT~pwv' t'Ypa.t.o:v, 'lr'f/XWV '1r€V_T1JKOVTa.. 
Olearius (ad Philosttatum Vit. Apollon. Tyan. i. 25) shows plausible 
reason for believing ~hat the m9_re recent :writers (v<WT<po•) .cut down the 
di,mensions stated by: Ktesias simply ·because they thought such a vast 
height incredible. The difference between the.royal c:ubit an!l the comJ71~\l 
cubit '(as Herodotus OQ this occa_sion informs \lS) was three digits 'in favoqr 
of the former; his 200 wyal cubits are .thus equal -to '337 feet' 8 inches-: 
Ktesias has :not attended t9-the difference between royal cubits.and cor~unon 
cubits, and .his estimat~ therefore is lower thai) that of ~erod()tl,IS by 37 feet 
8 inches. , 

On the whole, I canjlot think that we are justified,. either by.~he-iuithority 
of such counter-testimony as can be produced, or by .the intrinsic wonder 
of-the case, in rejecting the dimensions of the walls of Babylon as given "by 
Hero?otus. . 

1 
. • _ -.. _ .-

Qwntus Curtms .states that a large · proportwn· of•the .enclosed- space was 
not .occupied by dwellings, but .sown' and ·planted :~v. ,I, ·2t\i :· compare 
Diodor. ii. g). · · 

1 
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down on the Euphrates itself. And the industry, agricultural 
as well as manufacturing, of the collective population was not 
less persevering than productive. Their linen, cotton, and 
woollen fabrics, and their richly ornamented carpets, were 
celebrated throughout all the Eastern regions. Their cotton 
was brought in part from islands in the Persian Gulf. The 
flocks of sheep tended by the Arabian Nomads supplied them 
with wool finer even than that of Miletus or Tarentum. 
Besides the Chald<ean order of priests, there seem to have 
been among them certain other tribes with peculiar hereditary 
customs. Thus there were three tribes, probably near the 
mouth of the river, who restricted themselves to the eating of 
fish alone; but we have no evidences of a military caste (like 
that in Egypt) nor any other hereditary profession. 

In order to present any conception of what Assyria was, in 
the early days of Grecian history and during the two centuries 
preceding the conquest of Babylon by Cyrus in 536 B.c., we 
unfortunately have no witness earlier than Herodotus, who did 
not see Babylon until near a century after that event-about 
seventy years after its still more disastrous revolt and second 
subjugation by Darius. Babylonia had become one of the 
twenty satrapies of the Persian empire, and besides paying a 
larger regular tribute than any of the other nineteen, supplied, 
from its exuberant soil, provision for the Great King and his 
countless host of attendants during one-third part of the year.1 

Yet it was then in a state of comparative degradation, having 
had its immense walls breached by Darius, and having after
wards undergone the ill-usage of Xerxes; who, since he stripped 
its temples, and especially the venerated temple of Belus, of 
some of their richest ornaments, would probably be still more 
reckless in his mode of dealing with the civic edifices.2 If in 
spite of such inflictions, and in spite of that manifest evidence 
of poverty and suffering in the people which Herodotus expressly 
notices, it continued to be what he describes, still counted as 
almost the chief city of the Persian empire, both in the time of 
the younger Cyrus and in that of Alexander3-we may judge 
what it must once have been, without either foreign satrap or 
foreign tribute, 4 under its Assyrian kings and Chald<ean priests, 

1 Herodot. i. 196. 
2 Arrian, Exp. AI. iii. 16, 6; vii. 17, 3: Quint. Curtius, iii. 3, 16. 
3 Xenoph. An•b. i. 4, II ; Arrian, Exp. AI. iii. 16, 3· "al lip.a. Toil 

1roA.ep.ov -TO ii8A.ov 17 Ba./3vA.6iv "d Ta lovcra lcpa.lvero. • 
4 See the statement of the large receipts of the satrap Tritantrechmes, 

and his immense establishment of horses and Indian dogs (Herodot. 
i. 192). 
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during the la.St of the two centuries which intervened between 
the rera of Na:bonassar and the capture of the city by Cyrus the 
Great. Though several of the kings, during the first of these 
two centuries, had contributed much to the great wor~s of 
Babylon, yet it was during the second century, of the two, after 
the capture of Nineveh by the Medes, and under Nebuchad
nezzar and Nitokris, that the kings attained the maximum of 
their power and the city its greatest enlargement It was 
Nebtichadne~zar who constructed the seaport Teredon, at the 
mouth of the; Euphrates, and who probably excavated the long 
ship canal of:near 400 miles, which joined it. That canal was 
perhaps for~ed partly from a natural western bra,nch of the 
Euphrates.! 1 The brother of the poet Alkreus-Antimenidas, 
who served iri the Babylonian army, and distinguished himself 
by his person!al valour (6oo-s8o B.c.)-would have seen it in 
its full glory~2 He is the earliest Greek of whom we hear 
individually in connexiori with the Babylonians. It marks 8 

strikingly the contrast between the Persian kings and the 
Babylonian kings, on whose ruin they rose-that "'bile the 
latter incurred immense expense to facilitate the communica
tion between Babylon and the sea, the former artificially 

·impeded the: lower course of the Tigris, in order that their 
residence at Susa might be out of the reach of assailants. 

That which strikes us most, and which must have struck 
the first Grecian ,visitors much more, both in Assyria and 
Egypt, is the :unbounded command of naked human strength 

I 

1 There is a ~aluable examination of the lower course of the Euphrates, 
with the changes which it has undergone, il). Ritter, West-Asien, b. iii. 
Abtheil..iii. Abschnitt. i. sect. 29, p. 45-49, and the passage from Abydenus 
in the latter page. 

For the distance between TerMon or Dirid6tis, at the mouth of the 
Euphrates (whi~h remained separate from that of the Tigris until the first 
century of the Christian rera), to Babylon, see Strabo, ii. p. So; xvi. p. 739· 

It is importatit to keep in mind the warning given by Ritter, that none 
of the maps of 'the course of the river Euphrates, prepared previously 
to the publication of Colonel Chesney's expedition in 1836, are to be 
trusted. That ~xpedition gave the first complete and accurate survey of 
the course of the river, and led to' the detection of ma,nyrriistakes previously 
committed by Mannert, Reichard, and other able geographers and charto
graphers. To tpe immense mass of information contained in Ritter's com
prehensive and laborious work, is to be added the further merit, that he is 
always careful in pointing' out where the geographical data are insufficient 
!lnd fall short of certll;~t:tty .• See West-Asien, b. iii. Abtheilung iii; Abschnitt. 
1. sect. 41, p. 959· " 

2 Strabo, xiii! p. 6r7, with the mutilated fragment of Alkreus, which 
0. Miiller has so ingeniously corrected (Rhenisch. Museum, i. 4, p. 287). 

a Strabo, xvi.:P· 740. 
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possessed by these early kings, and the effect of mere mass 
and indefatigable perseverance, unaided either by theory or 
by artifice, in the accomplishment of gigantic results.1 In 
Assyria the results were in great part exaggerations of enter
prises in themselves useful to the people for irrigation and 
defence : religious worship was ministered to in the like 
manner, as well as the personal fancies and pomp of their 
kings : while in Egypt the latter class predominates more over 
the former. We scarcely trace in either of them the higher 
sentiment of art, which owes its first marked development to 
Grecian susceptibility and genius. But the human mind is in 
every stage of its progress, and most of all in its rude and 
unreflecting period, strongly impressed by visible and tangible 
magnitude, and awe-struck by the evidences of great power. 
To this feeling, for what exceeded the demands of practical 
convenience and security, the wonders both in Egypt and 
Assyria chiefly appealed. The execution of such colossal 
works demonstrates habits of regular industry, a concentrated 
population under one government, and above all, an implicit 
submission to the regal and priestly sway-contrasting forcibly 
with the small autonomous communities of Greece and 
Western Europe, wherein the will of the individual citizen 
was so much more energetic and uncontrolled. The acquisi
tion of habits of regular industry, so foreign to the natural 
temper of man, was brought about in Egypt and Assyria, in 
China and Hindostan, before it had acquired any footing in 
Europe; but it was purchased either by prostrate obedience 
to a despotic rule, or by imprisonment within the chain of 
a consecrated institution of caste. Even during the Homeric 
period of Greece, these countries had attained a certain 
civilisation in mass, without the acquisition of any high mental 
qualities or the development of any individual genius. The 
religious and political sanc~ion, sometimes combined and 
sometimes separate, determined for every one his mode of 
life, his creed, his duties, and his place in society, without 
leaving any scope for the will or reason of the agent himself. 
Now the Phenicians and Carthaginians manifest a degree of 
individual impulse and energy which puts them greatly above 
this type of civilisation, though in their tastes, social feelings 
and religion, they are still Asiatic. And even the Babylonian 
community-though their Chaldcean priests are the parallel of 

1 Diodor. (i. 31) states this point justly with regard to the ancient kings 
of Egypt-tp-ya p.<-ydll.a «al 8aup.au-ti't. oti't. .,-Q.s 1roll.ux••plas «aTau«eu&.
uavTas, &.BdvaTa Ti)s ~auTwv ii6~71s 1<aTall.t1re£v 07rop.v-hp.aTa. 
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the Egyptian pri~_sts, with a' less measure of ascendency---,. 
combine with _thf:ir industrial aptitude and. constancy of 
purpose, somethiqg of that strenuous ferocity of ·character 
which marks so ;many people of the Semitic race-Jews,, 
Phenicians, and Garthaginians. These Semitic people stand; 
distinguished as well from the Egyptian ,-_life-enslaved: by: 
childish caprices ~nd ·antipathies, and by endless frivolities of 
ceremonial detaill_as from the flexible, many-sided, and. self
organising Greek; the latter not only capable of ope.ning both. 
for himself and :for the. human race the highest walks of 
intellect, and the: full cre:J_tive agency of art, but also gentler 
by far in his private sympathies and dealings than .his con
temporaries o~ thb Euphrates, the Jordan, or the Nile---:-'for we 
are not of courSe to compare· him with the exigencies of 
Western Europe lin the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Both in Babylonia and in Egypt, the vast monuments, 
embankments and canals, executed by collective. industry, 
appeared the more remarkable to an ancient . traveller by. 
contrast with thei desert regions and predatory tribes immedi- · 
ately surrounding them. West of the Euphrates, the sands of 
Arabia extended: northward, with little interruption, to the 
latitude of the Gulf of Issus ; they even covered the greater 
part of Mesopotamia, 1 or the country between the Euphrates 
and the Tigris, \;Jeginning a ·short distance northward of the 
wall called the w~ll of Media above-mentioned, which (extend
ing in a directi9n nearly southward from the Tigris to the 
Euphrates) .had ~een erected to protect Babylonia against the 
incursions of the: Medes. 2 Eastward of the Tigris agaih, along 
the range of Mo?nt Zagros, but at no grea( distance from the 
r!ver; were found; the Elyinrei,· Kossrei, Uxii, Parretakeni, &c.-

r . 

i Seethe.descr~ption of this desert-in Xenoph. Ana~.i. 5, 1-8. 
2 The Ten Thousand Greeks passed from the outside to the inside of the 

wa:Il of Media: it was roo feet high, 20 feet wide, and was reported to 
them· as ·~xtendingl 20 parasangs or 6oo stadia (= 70. miles) in length 
(Xenoph. Anab; ii. ·4, rz). Eratosthenes called it.,-~ lop;tpcl.p;taos ota-r•lX"!I·"' • 
(Strabo, ii. p. So). · 
· There is smne collfusion about the wall of Media: Mannert (Geogr. der 

G. und R;· v. ·z, p. 1280) and Forbiger also (Alte. Geogr. sect. 97, p. 6r6, 
note 94) appear to ·have confounded the 'ditch dug by special order of 
Artaxerx~s to oppose the march of the younger Cyrus with the N ahar
Malcha or Royal Canal between the Tigris and the· Euphrates: see Xenoph. 
Anab; i,, 7, rs. I . . 
.. It is. singular th.at H.erodotus makes no mention. of the wall of Media, 

though his subject (i, 185) naturally conducts him to it. The_ little informa
tion which can· be: found about it, will be seen put together in Ch. 70; 
where I recount thT Expedition of Cyrus. 
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tribes which (to use the expression of Strabo),l "as inhabiting 
a poor country, were under the necessity of living by the 
plunder of their neighbours." Such rude bands of depredators 
on the one side, and such wide tracts of sand on the two 
others, without vegetation or water, contrasted powerfully with 
the industry and productiveness of Babylonia. Babylon itself 
is to be considered, not as one continuous city, but as a city 
together with its surrounding district enclosed within immense 
walls, the height and thickness of which were in themselves 
a sufficient defence, so that the place was assailable only at 
its gates. In case of need it would serve as shelter for the 
persons and property of the village-inhabitants in Babylonia. 
We shall see hereafter how useful under trying circumstances 
such a resource was, when we come to review the invasions of 
Attica by the Peloponnesians, and the mischiefs occasioned by 
a temporary crowd pouring in from the country, so as to over
charge the intramural accommodations of Athens. Spacious 
as Babylon was, however, it is affirmed by Strabo that Ninus 
or Nineveh was considerably larger. 

APPENDIX 

Since the first edition of these volumes, the interesting work of 
Mr. Layard-" Nineveh and its Remains," together with his illus
trative Drawings-" The Monuments of Nineveh "-have been 
published. And through his unremitting valuable exertions in 
surmounting all the difficulties connected with excavations on 
the spot, the British Museum has been enriched with a valuable 
collection of real Assyrian sculptures and other monuments. A 
number of similar relics of Assyrian antiquity, obtained by M. 
Botta and others, have also been deposited in the museum of the 
Louvre at Paris. 

In respect to Assyrian art, indeed to the history of art in general, 
a new world has thus been opened, which promises to be fruitful 
of instruction ; especially when we consider that the ground out 
of which the recent acquisitions have been obtained, has been yet 
most imperfectly examined, and may be expected to yield an 
ampler harvest hereafter, assuming circumstances tolerably favour
able to investigation. The sculptures to which we are now intro
duced, with all their remarkable peculiarities of style and idea, 

1 Strabo, xvi. p. 744· 
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must undoubtedly date from the eighth or seventh century B.C. at 
the latest~and may pe much earlier. The style ~vhich they display 
forms a parallel and subject of comparison, though in many points 
extremely different, .:to that of early Egypt-at a time when the 
ideal combinations q'f the Greeks were, as far as we know, embodied 
only in epic and lyric poetry. ' 

But in respect to early Assyrian history,· we have yet to find 
out whether much new information can be safely deduced from 
these interesting monuments. The cuneiform inscriptions now 
brought to light ar~ indeed very numerous : and if they can be 
deciphered, on rational and trustworthy principles, we can hardly 
fail to acquire mote or less of positive knowledge respecting a 
"period now plunged in total darkness. But from the monuments 
of art alone, it would be unsafe to draw historical inferences. For 
example, when we find sculptures representing a king taking a city 
by assault, or receiVing captives brought to hiJ?, &c., we are not to 
conclude that this< commemorates any real and positive conquest 
recently made by the Assyrians. Our knowledge of the subjects 
of Greek sculpture~on temples is quite sufficient to make us disallow 
any such inference, unless there be .some corroborative proof. 
Some means must: first be discovered, of discriminating historical 
from mvthical subjects : a distinction which I here notice, the 
rather, because Mr. Layard shows occasional tendency to overlook . 
it in his interest-ing remarks and explanations : see especially, 
vol. ii. ch. vi. p. 4Q9. 

From the rich: and abundant discoveries made at Nimroud, 
combined with th.ose at Kouyunjik and Khorsabad, Mr.· Layard is 
inclined to comprehend all these ,three within the circuit of ancient 
Nineveh ; admitting for that circuit the prodigious space alleged 
by Diodorus out of Ktesias, 480 stadia or above fifty English miles. 
(See Nineveh and its Remains, vol. ii. ch. ii. p. 242-253.) Mr. Layard 
considers that tHe north-west portion of Nimroud exhibits monu
ments more ancient, and at the same time better in style and 
execution, than -the south-west portion,-or than Kouyunjik and 
Khorsabad (vol. ii. ch. i. p. 204; ch. iii:p. 305). If this hypothesis, 
as to the ground covered by Nineveh, be <;orrect, probably future 
excavations will: confirm it-or, if incorrect, refute it. But I do 
not at all reject 'the supposition· on the simple ground of excessive 
magnitude: on ~he contrary, I should at once believe the ·statement, 
if it were reported by Herodotus after a visit to. the spot, like the 
magnitude of Babylon. The testimony of Ktesias is indeed very 
inferior in value; to that .of Herodotus : yet it ought hardly to be 
outweighed by ,the supposed improbability of so great a walled 
space, when werconsider how little we know where to set bounds 
to the power of the Assyrian kings in respect, to command Of 
human labour for any process merely simple and toilsome, with 
materials both ~near and inexhaustible. Not to mention the great 
wall of China, we have only to look at the Picts Wall, and other 
walls built by; the Rpmans in Britain, to satisfy ourselves that 
a great length of fortification, under circumstances much less 
favourable th<~;n the position. ·of the . ancient Assyrian kings, is 
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noway incredible in itself. Though the walls of Nineveh an 
Babylon were much larger than those of Paris as it now stand: 
yet when we compare the two not merely in size, but in re~pect < 
costliness, elaboration, and contrivance, the L~ter will be found t 
represent an infinitely greater amount of work. 

Larissa and Mespila, those deserted towns and walls whic 
Xenophon saw in the retreat of the Ten Thousand (Anabas. ii 
4, 6-10), coincide in point of distance and situation with Nimrou 
and Kouyunjik, according to Mr. Layard's remark. And h' 
supposition seems not improbable, that both of them were forme 
by the Medes out of the ruins of the conquered city of Nineve! 
Neither of them singly seems at all adequate to the reputation < 
that ancient city, or walled circuit. According to the account < 

Herodotus, Phraortes the second Median king had attacke 
Nineveh, but had been himself slain in the attempt, and lo! 
nearly all his army. It was partly to revenge this disgrace th< 
Kyaxares son of Phraortes assailed Nineveh (Herod. i. 102-103; 
we may thus see a special reason, in addition to his own violen. 
of temper (i. 73), why he destroyed the city after having taken 
(Nivov avaurarov yeVOJ.LEV>J~, i. 178). It is easy to conceive that th 
vast walled space may have been broken up and converted int 
two Median towns, both on the Tigris. In the subsequent chanf 
from Median to Persian dominion, these towns also becarr 
depopulated, as far as the strange tales which Xenophon hea1 
in his retreat can be trusted. The interposition of these tv, 
Median towns doubtless contributed, for the time, to put out · 
sight the traditions respecting the old Ninus which had befo: 
stood upon their site. But such traditions never became extin< 
and a new town bearing the old name of Ninus must have subs 
quently arisen on the spot. This second Ninus is recognised l 
Tacitus, Ptolemy, and Ammianus, not only as existing, but < 

pretending to uninterrupted continuity of succession from tl 
ancient " caput Assyria:." 

Mr. Layard remarks on the facility with which edifices, such < 
those in Assyria, built of sunburnt bricks, perish when neglecte 
and crumble away into earth, leaving little or no trace. 

CHAPTER XX 

EGYPTIANS 

IF, on one side, the Phenicians were separated from tl 
productive Babylonia by the Arabian Desert, on the oth 
side, the western portion of the same desert divided the 
from the no less productive valley of the Nile. In those eai 
times which preceded the rise of Greek civilisation, their la1 
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. trade embraced both regions, and they served as the sole 

agents of international traffic between the two. Conveniently 
·as their towns were situated for maritime commewe with the 
Nile, Egyptian jta.wusy had exCluded Phenician vessels not 
less than those of the Greeks- from the mouths of that river, 
until the reign of if'sammetichus (672-6.18 B.c.); and thus even 
the merchants of; Tyre could. then reach. Memphis .only by 
means :qf caravan~, e~ploying as their instruments (as I have 
already observed)\ the Arabian tribes, 1 alternately .. :plunderers .. 
and carriers.- \ · 
•· Respecting Egypt; as respecting Assyria, since the works of 
Hekatreus ·are unfortunately lost, our .earliest information is 
derived from Her9dotus, who visited. Egypt ·about two centuries 
after the reign of, Psammetichus, when i~ ~armed .part of one 

'of the twenty Persian satrapies... The Egyptian marvelS and 
p;!culiarities whicl).· he recounts, are more numerous as well as 
more diversified, than the Assyrian; and had the vestiges been· 
effaced as completely il). the former as in the latter, his narrative: 
'wou,ld probably have met with an equal degree of suspicion. 
But the hard ·stohe, c~mbined with the dry climate of Upper. 
Egypt (where a shower of rain ·counted. as a prodigy), have 
given such. permahence.to the monuments in .the valley of the 
Nile, that enougli has remained to bear out the father of 
Grecian history, :and to show, thaf in·· describing what he 
professes to have seen,· he ·is a guide perfectly trustworthy.· 
For that which he heard, h~ appears only in the character.-<:>f 
a reporter, arid bfieri an increduJous reporter.· Yet· though 
this distinction b¢tween his hearsay.and .. his ocularevidence is 
not -on~y obvious! but of the most ·capital moment 2-it has 

. ' .. ' < .I . 
1 Stra,'bo, xvi:,pp. 76ii, 776, 778 ;, Pli11y; H. N.. :vi. 32. "Arabes, .. mirum 

dictu, ex innumeris pppulis .par$ fi!q]la ,jn .q>mmerciis aut.Iatrociniis degunt : 
in u_niversum gentes I ditissimre, ut apud quas maximre opes Romanorum 
Parthorrimque subsisiant-vendentibus qure ,a .mar.i aut sylvis capiunt, .nihil 
inyicem,redjmentibus/,' ·, . ; , . . •. 
. The Jat~er part Of this passage of ;pliny presents .an enunciation sufficientlY. 
distinct, though by implication only, of what has been called the mencantile 
theory in political economy. · , . . • 

. 2 To gjye .one example :~Herodot!fS mentions an -opinion given to.him 
by the f'pap.p.amrTfJs (comptroller) .of ~he_prope'rty of Athene at Sais, t<i the 
effect that. the sources of the N i!e wer.e ,at an immeasurable depth in .the 
interior of the earth, ib.etween Syene and ~Elephantine,. and :that Psanimeti• 
chus had v,aiply,triedlto soun,d them with a rope many thousand fathoms in 
length (ii. 28). , In lmentioqing this tale {perfectly deserving of being 
;-&counted at leas,t, be~ause'5t .came from a person of considerable stat-ion in 
the country),.Her0dotus expressly ,says,-" this -comptroller seemed to me 
'to be only bantering; though he professed to know accurately ''~oihos pe 
~~p.o[ye wa£(ew ~SQICEE :t'ci.P.!.~<os .• elS~v:a• lt.Tp.<KEc.JS• Now Strabo·(xvii •. p •. 8~9), 
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been too often neglected by those who depreciate him as a 
witness. 

The mysterious river Nile, a god 1 in the eyes of ancient 
Egyptians, and still preserving both its volume and its usefulness 
undiminished amidst the general degradation of the country, 
reached the sea in the time of Herodotus by five natural mouths, 
besides two others artificially dug. Its Pelusiac branch formed 
the eastern boundary of Egypt, its Kanopic branch (170 miles 
distant) the western; while the Sebennytic branch was a 
continuation of the straight line of the upper river: from this 
latter branched off the Saitic and the Mendesian arms.2 The 
overflowings of the Nile are far more fertilising than those of the 
Euphrates in Assyria,-partly from their more uniform recur
rence both. in time and quantity, partly from the rich silt which 
they bring down and deposit, whereas the Euphrates served 
only as moisture. The patience of the Egyptians had excavated, 
in Middle Egypt, the vast reservoir (partly, it seems, natural 
and pre-existing) called the Lake of Mceris-and in the Delta, 
a network of numerous canals. Yet on the whole the hand of 
man had been less tasked than in Babylonia; whilst the soil, 
annually enriched, yielded its abundant produce without either 
plough or spade to assist the seed cast in by the husbandman. 3 

in alluding to this story, introduces it just as if Herodotus had told it for a 
fact-nor.r.a 8' 'Hp68or6s re Kal l<r.r.ot <j>r.uapovaw, oTov, &c. 

Many other instances might be cited, both from ancient and modern 
writers, of similar carelessness or injustice towards this admirable author. 

1 Ollpees rov Nelr.ou, Herod. ii. go. The water of the Nile is found, on 
chemical analysis, to be of remarkable purity. It was supposed also by 
the Egyptian priests to have a fattening property. In their eyes, all fat, 
flesh, or superfluous excrescence (such as hair or nails) on the body, was 
impure. Accordingly the bull Apis was not allowed to drink out of the 
Nile, lest he should become fat ; but had a well especially sunk for him 
(Plutarch, De Isid. et Osir. c. 5, p. 353, with the note of Parthey, in his 
recent edition of that treatise, .P· 161). 

2 The seven mouths of the Nile, so notorious in antiquity, are not con
formable to the modern geography of the country : see Mannert, Geogr. der 
Gr. und Rom. x. 1, p. 539· • 

The breadth of the base of the Delta, between Pelusium and Kanopus, 
is overstated by Herodotus (ii. 6-g) at 3600 stadia; Diodorus (i. 34) and . 
Strabo give 1300 stadia, which is near the truth, though the text of Strabo 
in various passages is not uniform on this matter, and requires correction. 
See Grosskurd's note on Strabo, ii. p. 64 (note 3, p. 101), and xvii. p. 186 
(note g, p. 332). Pliny gives the distance at 170 miles (H. N. v. g). 

3 Herod. i. 193· llapa-y!verat o u'iTos (in Babylonia) ov, tea-r&7rep ~" 
Al-yV7rTcp, a.VTofi ToV TrOTap.oV &va{3a.lvovTos ~s TO.s ll.poUpas, tiAAC4 X£pul 'T€ Kal 
K'/)AOIJI'I)fotUt apa&p.evos· 17 -yap Ba,8ur.wvi'l) xwp'l) 71'aua, KU.Tcl.11'<p 17 Al'}'U11'Ti'l), 
KaTaTET/-LTJTaL ~S a,cfJpvxas, &c. 

Herodotus was informed that the canals in Egypt had been dug by the 
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That under these cmwmstances a dense and regularly organised 
population should have ·been concentrated in fixed abodes 
along the valley occupied by this remarkable river, is no matter 
of wonder. The marked peculiarities of the locality seem to 
have brought about; such a result, in the earliest periods to 
which human society can be traced. Along the 550 miles of 
its undivided cours~ from Syene to Memphis, where for the 
most part the moubtains leave only a comparatively narrow 
strip on each bankf--as well as in the broad expanse between 
Memphis and the Mediterranean-there prevailed a peculiar 
·form of theocratic Civilisation, from a date which even in the 
time of Herodotus ,\•as immemorially ancient. But if we seek 
for some measure of this antiquity, earlier than the time when 
Greeks were first a;dmitted into Egypt in the reign of Psam-. 
metichus, we find o,nly the computations of the priests, reaching 
back for many thou?and years, first of government by immediate 
and present gods, next of human kings. Such computations 
have been transmitted ' to us by Herodotus, Manetho, and 
Diodorus 1-agreeing in their essential conception of· the fore
time, with gods in the first part of the series and men in the 

I 
I 

labour of that host of Rrisoners whom the victorious Sesostris brought home 
from his conquests (ii. !ro8). The canals in Egypt served the purpose partly 
of communication bet'}'een the different cities, partly of a constant supply 
of water to those towns which '"ere not immediately on the Nile: "that 
vast river, so constant\y at work," (to use the language ·of Hcroaotus-~7rO 
<rorro6-rou T< 1ro-rap.ofi' Ka.l o~-rws lpyan<ov, ii. II,) spared the Egyptians all 
the toil of irrigation v.\hich the Assyrian cultivator underwent (ii. 14). 

Lower Egypt, as :Blerodotus saw it, though a continued flat, was unfit 
either for horse or car; from the number of intersecting canals-lfvt7r7r05 Kal 
avap.d~•v-ros (ii. 108). I But Lower Egypt, as Volney saw it, was among the 
countries in the world1 best suited to the action of cavalry, so that he pro
nounces the native population of the country to have no chance of contend
ing against the Mame!ukes (Volney, Travels in Egypt and Syria, vaL i. cb. 

-12, sect. 2, p. 199). ,The country has reverted to the st_ate in which it was 
(i7r1ra<Tip.71 Kal &p.a~•uoj;.Jv71 1ra<Ta) before the canals were made-one of the 

··many striking illustrations of the difference between the Egypt which a 
modern traveller visits, and that which Herodotus and even Strabo saw-
3li.71V 1rll.w-rlw 8twpvyw'v <1rl Btwpu~• <rp.716mtiiw (Strabo, xvii. p. 788). 

Considering the early age of Herodotus, his remarks on the geological 
character of Egypt as: a. deposit of the accumulated mud by the Nile, appear 
to me most remarkable (ii. 8-14). Having no fixed number of years 
included in his religious belief as measuring the past existence of the earth, 
he carries his mind Hack without difficulty to what may have been effected 
by this river in ro,ooo or zo,ooo years, or "in the whole space of time 
elapsed before I was: born'' (ii. II). So also, Anaxagoras (Fragm. p. 179, 
Schaub.) ·entertaine<j. just views about the cause of the rising of the Nile, 
though Herodotus did not share his views. 

A bout the lake of: Mceris, see a note a little farther on. 
1 See note 3, p. V4· 

VOL. IV. E 
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second, but differing materially in events, names, and epochs. 
Probably, if we possessed lists from other Egyptian temples, 
besides those which Manetho drew up at Heliopolis or which 
Herodotus learnt at Memphis, we should find discrepancies 
from both these two. To compare these lists, and to reconcile 
them as far as they admit of being reconciled, is interesting as 
enabling us to understand the Egyptian mind, but conducts to 
no trustworthy chronological results, and forms no part of the 
task of an historian of Greece. 

To the Greeks Egypt was a closed world before the reign of 
Psammetichus, though after that time it gradually became an 
important part of their field both of observation and action. 
The astonishment which the country created in the mind of the 
earliest Grecian visitors may be learnt even from the narrative 
of Herodotus, who doubtless knew it by report long before he 
went there. Both the physical and moral features of Egypt 
stood in strong contrast with Grecian experience. "Not only 
(says Herodotus) does the climate differ from all other climates, 
and the river from all other rivers, but Egyptian laws and 
customs are opposed on almost all points to those of other 
men." 1 The Delta was at that time full of large and populous 
-cities,2 built on artificial elevations of ground and seemingly 
not much inferior to Memphis itseLf, which was situated on the 
left bank of the Nile (opposite to the site of the modern Cairo), 
a little higher up than the spot where the Delta begins. From 
the time when the Greeks first became cognisant of Egypt, to 
the building of Alexandria and the reign of the Ptolemies, 
Iv1emphis was the first city in Egypt. Yet it seems not to havE 
been always so; there had been an earlier period when Thebe1 
was the seat of Egyptian power, and Upper Egypt of far mot 
consequence than Middle Egypt. Vicinity to the Delta, whic. 
must always have contained the largest number of cities am 
the widest surface of productive territory, probably enablec 
Memphis to usurp this honour from Thebes ; and the pre 

1 Herodot. ii. 35· Al-y67r-rtot llp.a. -rrji oi>pa.vrji -rrji Ka.-rd. u<{>~a.s Uv-rt l-repu(rp 
~ea.l -rep -rroTap..p </JVO'tv itA.A.olrw 1ra.pexop.tvcp 'li olll.A.A.o< ..-o-rap.ol, -r/:. 1roA.A.a 1r&vn 
C!p.1ra.A.tv -roiut ll.A.A.otut &v8pw..-o<O't 'u-r-I,O'avTo 1j8Ea. «al v6p.ous. 

2 Theokritus (Idyll. xvii. 83) celebrates Ptolemy Philadelphus king o 
Egypt as rn ling over 33.333 cities : the manner in which he strings thes< 
figures into three hexameter verses is somewhat ingenious. The priests, ir 
describing to Herodotus the unrivalled pro~perity which they affirmed Egyp1 
to have et•joyed under Amasis, the last king before the Persian conquest, 
said that there were then 20,000 cities in the country (ii. 177). Dtodoru! 
tells us that 18,ooo different cities and consider<thle villages were registerec 
in the Egyptian &.va.-ypo.<Pal (i. 311 for the ancient times, but that 30,000 wen 
numbered under the Ptolemies. 
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dominance: of Lower Egypt. was still further confirmed when 
Psammetichus introdu~ed Ionian and Karian;·,troops as his 
auxiliaries in the gove~ment of the courtt:fy; •· ~~hhe stupend
ous magnitude of the :temples and palaces, the· profusion of 
ornamental sculpture a~d painting, the immeasurable range of 
sepulchres hewn in tHe rocks still remaining as attestations 
of the grandeur of Thbbes-not to mention Ombi, Edfu and 
Elephantine-show that Upper Egypt was once the place to 
which the land"tax from the productive Delta was paid, and 
where the kings and p!iests who employed it resided. It has 
been even contended tpat Thebes itself was originally settled 
by immigrants from still higher regions of the river ; .and the 
remains, yet found along the Nile in Nubia, are analogous, both · 
in style and in grandeur, to those in the Thebais.l What is 
remarkable is, that both the one and the other are strikingly 

, distinguished from the ~yramids, which alone remain to illustrate 
·the site of the ancient 1\;{emphis. There are no pyramids either 
in Upper Egypt or in Nubia ; but on the Nile above Nubia, 
near the .Ethiopian Me1oe, pyramids in great number, though 
ofinferior dimensions, ~re again found. · 

From whence, .or in what manner, Egyptian institutions first 
took. their ~;ise, we !lav~ nq means of determining, Yet there 
seems little to bear out: the supposition of Heeren 2 and other 

.,- • . •.j . 

1 Respecting. the monuments of ancient Egyptian art, see the sum)llary 
·of. 0. Miiller, Archiiologie der Kunst, sect. 21 5~233. and a still. better 
account and appreciation of :them in, Carl Schnaase, Geschichte der Bilden
den Kiinste bey den Alten, ~iis~elaorf, .1843, vol. i. booldi. ch. 1 .and 2. 
! In regard. to the credibility and value of Egyptian. hi,tory anterior to 
Psammetichus, -there are m~ny excellent remarks by Mr. Kenrick, in thE; 
P}'eface,to· his work, 'Th~ Egypt of Herodotus' (the second ·book of 
{lerodotns,: with notes).. Ahoutcthe. recent discoveries derived from the . 
• feroglyphics, he says, "W ~ know that it was the custom of the Egyptian 
dngs. to insqibe· the temples1 and obelisks which they raised with. their .own 
':lames or with distinguishing! hieroglyphics; but in no one instance do these 
1ames as read by the modern decipherers of hieroglyphics on monuments 
iaid to have been raised by k'ings before Psannnetichus, correspond with the 
names given by.Herodntus."i (Preface, ·P· xliv.) He f1.uther adds i.n a note, 
"A name which has been reaa phonetically Mena, has been found at Thebes, 
and Mr. Wilkinson supposes' it to be Menes. It is remarkable, however, 
that the names w~ich follow are not phonetically written, so that it is 
probable· that this ·i~ not to be read Mena. Besides, tpe cartouche, which 
immediately follows, is that of a king of the eighteenth dynasty ; so that, 
at ·alJ events, it cannot hav~ been engraved till many centuries after the 
supposed age of Menes ; an<i the· occurrence of the name no more decides 
the question of historical existence than that of Cecrops in the Par ian 
Chronicle." : · 

~ Heeren, Ideen iiber den .Verkehr der Alten Welt, part ii. r,.p. 403" 
The opinion given by Parthey, however (De Philis Insulil, p. 100, Berlin, 
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eminent authors, that they were transmitted down the Nile by 
Ethiopian colonists from Meroe. Herodotus certainly conceived 
Egyptians and Ethiopians (who in his time jointly occupied the 
border island of Elephantine, which he had himself visited) as 
completely distinct from each other, in race and customs not 
less than in language ; the latter being generally of the rudest 
habits, of great stature, and still greater physical strength-the 
chief part of them subsisting on meat and milk, and blest with 
unusual longevity. He knew of Meroe, as the Ethiopian 
metropolis and a considerable city, fifty-two days' journey higher 
up the river than Elephantine. But his informants had given 
him no idea of analogy between its institutions and those of 
Egypt.1 He states that the migration of a large number of the 
Egyptian military caste, during the reign of Psammetichus, into 
Ethiopia had first communicated civilised customs to these 
southern barbarians. If there be really any connexion between 
the social phrenomena of Egypt and those of Meroe, it seems 
more reasonable to treat the latter as derivative from the former.2 

The population of Egypt was classified into certain castes or 
hereditary professions; of which the number was not exactly 
defined, and is represented differently by different authors. 
The priests stand clearly marked out, as the order richest, most 

1830), may perhaps be just : "Antiquissimil. retate eundem populum, dica
mus .IEgyptiacum, Nili ripas inde a Meroe insuH1 usque ad .IEgyptum inferi
orem occnpasse, e monumentorum congruentiaapparet: posteriore tempore, 
tabulis et annalibus nostris Ionge superiore, alia stirps i'Ethiopica interiora 
terrre usque ad cataractam Syenensem obtinuit. Ex qua relate cerra rerum 
notitia ad nos pervenit, JEgyptiorum et .IEthiopum segregatio jam facta est. 
Herodotus creterique scriptores Grreci populos acute discernunt." 

At this moment, Syene and its cataract mark the boundary of two people 
and two languages -Egyptians and Arabic language to the north, Nubians 
and Berber language to the south ( Parthey, ibid.). 

1 Compare Herodot. ii. 3o-32; iii. 19-25: Strabo, xvi. p. 8r8. Herodotus 
gives the description of their armour and appearance as part of the army of 
Xerxes (vii. 69) ; they painted their bodies: compare Plin. H. N. xxxiii. 
36. How little Ethiopia was visited in his time, may be gathered from the 
tenor of his statements: according to Diodorus (i. 37), no Greeks visited it 
earlier than the expedition of Ptolemy Philadelphus-ofi-rws li.~eva. ~v .,.a, 
wepl TaOs TOwovs To{rrovs, ~ea.l 1ra.VTel\ws ~'lftl<lvlivva. Diodorus however is 
incorrect in saying that no Greek had ever gone as far southward as the 
frontier of Egypt : Herodotus certainly visited Elephantine, probably other 
Greeks also. 

The statements respecting the theocratical state of Meroe and its superior 
civilisation come from Diodorus (iii. 2, 5, 7), Strabo (xvii. p. 822) and 
Pliny (H. N. vi. 29-33), much later than Herodotus. Diodorns seems to 
have had no older informants before him (about Ethiopia) than Agathar· 
chid€s and ArtemidC>rus, both in the second century B.C. (Diod. iii. 10). 

2 Wesseling ad Diodor. iii. 3· 
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powerful, and most venerated. Distributed all over the country, 
they possessed exclusively the means of reading and writing,! 
besides a vast amount of narrative matter treasured up in the 
memory, the whole stock of medical and physical knowledge 
then attainable, and those rudiments of geometry (or rather 
land-measuring) which were so often called into use in a country 
annually inundated. To each god, and to each temple, through
out Egypt, lands and other properties belonged, whereby the 
numerous bands of priests attached to him were maintained. 
It seems too that a further portion of the lands of the kingdom 
was set apart for them in individual property, though on this 
point no certainty is attainable. Their ascendency, both direct 
and indirect, over the minds of the people, was immense. They 
prescribed that minute ritual under which the life of every 
Egyptian, not excepting the king himself,2 was passed,_ and 
which was for themselves more full of harassing particularities 
than for a11y one else. 3 Every day in the year belonged to some 
particular god;. the priests alone knew to which. There were 
different gods in every Nome, though Isis and Osiris were 
common to all. The priests of each god constituted a society 
apart, more or less important, ~ccording to the comparative 
celebrity of the temple. The high priests of Heph<estos, whose 
dignity was said to have been transmitted from father to son 
through a series of 34 r generations! (commemorated by the 
like number of colossal statues, which Herodotus himself saw), 
were second in importance only to the king. The property of 

' 
1 Herodot. ii. 37· li'leo<Te/3les 8~ 7rept<T<TWS i&v-ru p.cl.ll.t<TTa. ... cl.v'TC"V &viJptfnrwv, 

&c. He is astonished at the retentiveness of their memory ; some of them 
had more stories to tell than any one whom he had ever seen (ii. 77-199; 
Diodor. i. 73). 

The word priest conveys to a modern reader an idea very different from 
that of the Egyptian lepe'is, who were not a profession, but an order, com
prising many occupations and professions-Josephus the Jew was in like 
manner an lepe&s Ka.Ta -ylvos (cont. A pion. c. 3). So also the Brahmins in 
British India are an order. · 

2 Diodorus (i. 7o-73) gives an elaborate description of the monastic 
strictness with which the daily duties of the Egyptian king were measured 
out by the priests : compare Plutarch, De Isid. et Osirid. p. 353, who refers 
to Hekatreus (prohably Hekatreus of Abdera) and Eudoxus. The priests 
represented that Psammetichus was the first Egyptian king who broke 
through the priestly canon limiting the royal allowance of wine: compare 
Strabo, xvii. p. 790. · 

The Ethiopian kings at Mero@ are said to have been kept in the like 
pupilage Ly the priestly order, until a king named Ergamenes during the 
reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus in Egypt, emancipated himself and put the 
chief priest to death (Diodor. iii. 6). 

a Hexodot. ii. 82, 83- 4 Herodot. ii. 143· · 
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each temple included troops of dependents and slaves, who 
were stamped with "holy marks," 1 and who must have been 
numerous in order to suffice for the large buildings and their 
constant visitors. 

Next in importance to the sacerdotal caste were the military 
caste or order, whose native name 2 indicated that they stood 
on the left-hand of the king, while the priests occupied the 
right. They were classified into Kalasiries and Hermotybii, 
who occupied lands in eighteen particular Nomes or provinces, 
principally in Lower Egypt. The Kalasiries had once amounted 
to r6o,ooo men, the Hermotybii to zso,ooo, when at the 
maximum of their population; but that highest point had long 
been past in the time of Herodotus. To each man of this 
soldier-caste was assigned a portion of land equal to about 6~ 
English acres, free from any tax ; but what measures were 
taken to keep the lots of land in suitable harmony with a 
fluctuating number of holders, we know not. The statement 
of Herodotus relates to a time long past and gone, and describes 
what was believed, by the priest with whom he talked, to have 
been the primitive constitution of their country anterior to the 
Persian conquest. The like is still more true respecting the 
statement of Diodorus; 8 who says that the territory of Egypt 
was divided into three parts-one part belonging to the king, 
another to the priests, and the remainder to the soldiers.4 His 
language seems to intimate that every Nome was so divided, 
and even that the three portions were equal, though he does 
not expressly say so. The result of these statements, combined 
with the history of Joseph in the book of Genesis, seems to be, 
that the lands of the priests and the soldiers were regarded as 
privileged property and exempt from all burthens, while the 
remaining soil was considered as the property of the king, who 
however received from it a fixed proportion, one-fifth of the total 
produce, leaving the rest in the hands of the cultivators.5 We 
are told that Sethos, priest of the god Phtha (or Hephrestos) 
at Memphis and afterwards named King, oppressed the military 
caste and deprived them of their lands. In revenge for this 

1 Herodot. ii. II3. a-rl"(,uatra lpct '1 Herodot. ii. 30. 
1 Herodot. i. r65, 166; Diodor. i. 73· 4 Diodor. i. 73· 
6 Besides this general rent or land-tax received by the Egyptian kings, 

there seem also to have been special crown-lands. Strabo mentions an 
island in the Nile (in the Thebaid) celebrated for the extraordinary 
excellence of its date-palms, the whole of this island belonged to the 
kings, without any other proprietor : 1t yielded a large revenue, and 
passed into the hands of the Roman government in Strabo's time (xvii. 
p. 818). 
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they withheld fr<;>m him their aid when Egypt was invaded by 
Sennachedb. Fur~her, 'iQ the reign of Fsammet.ichus, a. larg{l 
number (24o,ooo) ofthese soldiers migrated into Ethiop}a from 
a feeling of discont~nt, leaving their wives and children, behind 
them.l It was Psammetichus who.first introduced Ionian and· 
Karian mercenarie~ into the, country, and began il1l1ovations on 
the .ancient Egyptian cons~ituticm.; so that the disaffection 
towards him, on. the part .o( the native soldi,ers, no. longer 
permitted to serve as. exclusive guards tq the king, i~ poJ difficul~ 
to explain. The Kalasiries and Hern1otybii were ipterdicted, 
from every description of art or trad~. There can be little 
doubt that under the Persiat;~s theirJands were made subje<;t 
to the tribute. Tb.i!! may partly explain tpe frequent revolts. 
which they maintained, with very considerable :bravery, agaigst 
the Persian kings. . . . . . . , 

Herodotus enumerates five other races .(so. he calls them) or, 
castes, besides priests and soldiers.2-h~rdsmen, swineherds, 
tradesmen, interpreters, and pi~qts ; ap enumeratioil. wJ;1icQ., 
perplexes us, inasmuch as it takes r:10 accoun.t of the husbap.cl.
men, who .must always have. constituted the wajority of the 
population. It is perhaps for this very reason th;lt they are not. 
comprised in the list-not standing O\}t specially marked or,. 
congregated together, like the five above-named, and there(qre, 
not seeming to constitute a ra<;e apart, . The .distribution of 
Diodorus, who specifies (over and above priests and soldiers) 
husbandmen, herdsmen, and artificers, e!Dbraces much more 
completely the whole population.~ It' seems more the statement, 
of a reflecting m;m, pushing out the principle of hereditary 
occupations to its consequences; (and the commentft which the 
historian so abundantly interweaves with his. narrative show that 
such .was the characte~ of the authorities ·whicl;l, he followed ; ) 
-,-while . the list given by Herodotu~ . comprises that which 
struck his observation. It seems that a certain proportion of 
the soil of the Delta consisted oLmimh land, including pieces 
of habitable ground, but. impenetrable to an invading enemy, 
and favourable only to the growth of papyrus and other aquatic 
plants. Other portions of the Delta, as well as of the upper 
valley in parts where it widened to the eastward, were too wet 
for the culture of grain, though producing the richest herbage, 
and emin.ently suitable to the race of Egyptian herd~me11, who 

·1 Herodot. ii. 30-141, 
~ Herodot. i. I 64. . . 
8 D1odor. i. 74· About the Egyptian castes generally, see Heeren, Ideell 

Uber den Verkehr der ~lten Welt, part ii. 2\ P· Sn-595; 



104 History of Greece 
thus divided the soil with the husbandmen.l Herdsmen gene· 
rally were held reputable; but the race of swineherds were 
hated and despised, from the extreme antipathy of all other 
Egyptians to the pig-which animal yet could not be altogether 
proscribed, because there were certain peculiar occasions on 
which it was imperative to offer him in sacrifice to Selene or 
Dionysus. Herodotus acquaints us that the swineherds were 
interdicted from all the temples, and that they always inter
married among themselves, other Egyptians disdaining such an 
alliance-a statement which indirectly intimates that there was 
no standing objection against intermarriage of the remaining 
castes with each other. The caste or race of interpreters began 
only with the reign of Psammetichus, from the admission of 
Greek settlers, then for the first time tolerated in the country. 
Though they were half Greeks, the historian does not note them 
as of inferior account, except as compared with the two 
ascendant castes of soldiers and priests. Moreover the creation 
of a new caste shows that there 1ras no consecrated or 
unchangeable total number. 

Those whom Herodotus denominates tradesmen (Kci7MJA.ot) 
are doubtless identical with the artisans (n;xv'i:mt) specified by 
Diodorus-the town population generally as distinguished from 
that of the country. During the three months of the year 
when Egypt was covered with water, festival days were 
numerous-the people thronging by hundreds of thousands, 
in vast barges, to one or other of the many holy places, 
combining worship and enjoyment.2 In Egypt weaving was a 
trade, whereas in Greece it was the domestic occupation of 
females. Herodotus treats it as one of those reversals of the 
order of nature which were seen only in Egypt, s that the 
weaver stayed at home plying his web while his wife went to 
market. The process of embalming bodies was elaborate and 

1 See the citation from Maillet's Travel~ in Egypt, in Heeren, Ideen, p. 
590; also Volney's Travels, vol. i. ch. 6, p. 77. 

The expression of Herodotus-ol 1r•p! T~JV <T.,. • 1 p o p.' "11 v At')'vrr-rov 
olK,ov<TL-indicates that the portion of the soil used as pasture was not 
inconsiderable. 

The inhabitants of the marsh land were the most warlike part of the 
poJ>ulation (Thucyd. i. rro). 

Herodot. ii. 59, 6o. 
1 Herodot. ii. 35 ; Sophokl. CEdip. Colon. 332 : where the passage cited 

by the Scholiast out of N ymphodClrus is a remarkable example of the habit 
of ingenious Greeks to represent all customs which they thought wortlry of 
notice, as having emanated from the design of some great sovereign: here 
NymphodClrus introduces Sesostris as the author of the custom in question, 
in order that the Egyptians might be rendered effeminate. 
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universal, giving employment 'to a large special class of men. 
The profusion of edifices, obelisks, sculpture and painting, all 
executed by native workmen, required a large body of trained 
sculptors, 1 who in the mechanical branch of their business 
attained a high excellence. Most of the animals in Egypt 
were objects of religious reverence, and many of them were 
identified in the closest manner with particular gods. The 
order of priests included a large number of hereditary feeders 
and tenders of these ~acred animals.2 Among the sacerdotal 
order were also found the computers of genealogies, the in
finitely subdivided practitioners in the art of healing, &c., a who 
enjoyed good reputation, and were sent for as surgeons to 
Cyrus and Darius. The Egyptian city-population was thus. 
exceedingly numerous, so that king Sethon, when called upon 
to resist an invasion without the aid of the military caste, might 
well be supposed to have formed an army out of "the trades
men, the artisans,· and the market-people." 4 And Alexandria, 
at the commencement of the dynasty of the Ptolemies, acquired 
its numerous and active inhabitants at the expense of Memphis 
and the ancient towns of Lower Egypt. 

The mechanical obedience and fixed habits of the mass of 
the Egyptian population (not .priests or soldiers) was a point 
which made much impression upon Grecian observers. Solon 
is said to have introduced at Athens a custom prevalent in 
Egypt, whereby the Nomarch or chief of each Nome was 
required to investigate every man's means of living, and to 

1 The process of embalming is minutely described (Herod. ii. 85-90); 
the word which he uses for it is the same as that for salting meat and fish
Taplx•vou: compare Strabo, xvi. p. 764. 

Perfect exactness of execution, mastery of the hardest stone, and 
undeviating obedience to certain rules of proportion, are general character
istics of Egyptian sculpture. There are yet seen in their quarries obelisks 
not severed from the rock, but having three of their sides already adorned 
with hieroglyphics; so certain were they of cutting off the fourth side with. 
precision (Schnaase, Gesch. · der Bild. Kiinste, i. p. 428). 

All the Nomes of Egypt, however, were not hannqnious in their feelings 
respecting' animals : particular animals were worshipped in some Nomes,. 
which in other Nomes were objects even of antipathy, especially the 
crocodile (Herod. ii. 69; Strabo, xvii. p. 817 : see particularly the fifteenth 
Satire of J u venal). 

2 Herodot. ii. 65-72; Diodor. i. 83-90; Plutarch, Isid. et Osir. p. 380. 
Hasselquist identified all the birds carved on the Obelisk near Matarea 

(Heliopolis) (Travels in Egypt, p. 99). 
3 Herodot. ii. 82, 83; iii. r, 129. It is one of the points of distinction 

between Egyptians and Babylonians that the latter had no surgeons or laTpol : 
they brought out the sick into the market-place to profit by the sympathy 
and advice of the passers-by (Herodot. i. 197). 

4 Herodot. ii. 141. 
E 2 ·. 
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punish with death those who did not furnish evidence of some 
recognised occupation.1 It does not seem that the institution 
of Caste in Egypt-though ensuring unapproachable ascead
ency to the Priests and much consideration to the Soldiers
was attended with any such profound debasement to the rest 
as that which falls upon the lowest caste or Sudras in India. 
No such gulf existed between them as that between the Twice
born and. the Once-born i_n the religion of Brahma. Yet those 
stupendous works, which form the permanent memorials of the 
country, remain at the same time as proofs of the oppressive 
exactions of the kings, and of the reckless caprice with which the 
Jives as well as the contributions of the people were lavished. One 
hundred and twenty thousand Egyptians were said to have 
perished in the digging of the canal, which king Nek6s began 
but did not finish, between the Pelusian arm of the Nile and 
the Red Sea ; 2 while the construction of the two great 
pyramids, attributed to the kings Cheops and Chephren, was 
described to Herodotus by the priests as a period of exhausting 
labour and extreme suffering to the whole Egyptian people. 
And yet the great Labyrinth 3 (said to have been built by the 
Dodekarchs) appeared to him a more stupendous work than 
the Pyramids, so that the toil employed upon it cannot have 
been less destructive. The moving of such vast masses of stone 
as were seen in the ancient edifices both of Upper and Lower 
Egypt, with the imperfect mechanical resources then existing, 

1 Herodot. iii. 177. 
- 2 Herodot. ii. r 58. Read the account of the foundation of Petersburg 

by Peter the Great:-" Au milieu de ces n!formes, grandes et petites, qui 
faisaient les amusemens du czar, et de Ia guerre terrible qui l'occupoit centre 
Charles XII., il jeta les fond_emens de l'importante ville et du port de 
Petershourg, en -1714, dans un marais ou il n'y avait pas une cahane. 
Pierre travailla de ses mains a Ia premiere maison : rien ne le rebuta : des 
ouvriers furent forces de venir sur ce bard de !a mer lialtique, des frontieres 
d' Astrachan, des borcls de !a ]\fer Noire et de Ia Mer Caspienne. II perit 
plus de cent mille ho111mes dans les travaux qu'il fallut faire, et dans les 
fatigues et Ia disette qu'on essuya: mais enfin Ia ville existe." (Voltaire, 
Anecdotes sur Pierre le Grand, in his CEuvres Completes, ed. Paris, 1825, 
t., xxxi. p. 49 I.) 

8 Herodot. ii. 124-129. TOV "•6>v .,.,.,.pvp.lvov ~. TO ta-xaTov «atcov. 
(Diodor. i. 63, 64.) 
. TI•pl '!'WV IIupap.lowv (Diodorus observes) OVOEV 8:\C<•S ova< 1rapa '!'OLS 

ryxwplots, ovo< 1rapa To'is a-v-y-ypa<fJ•va-w, a-vp.rpwvi('!'lu· He then alludes to 
some of the discrepant stories about- the date of the Pyramids, and the 
names of their constructors. This confession, of the complete want of 
trustworthy information respecting the most remarkable edifices of Lower 
Egypt, forms a striking contrast with the statement which Diodorus had 
given (c. 44), that the priests ·possessed records, "continually handed down 
from reign to reign, respecting 470 Egyptian kings." 
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must have tasked the efforts of the people yet more severely 
than the excavation of the half-finished canal of N ekos. Indeed 
the associations with which the Pyr~mids were connected, in the 
minds of those with whom Herodotus conversed, were of the 
most odious character. Such vast works, Aristotle observes, are 
suitable to princes. who desire to consume the strength and 
break the spirit of their people. With Greek despots, perhaps 
such an intention may have been sometimes deliberately 
conceived. But the Egyptian kin.gs may be presumed to 
have followed chiefly caprice or love of pomp~sometimes 
views of a permanent benefit to be achieved-as in the canal 
of Nekos and the vast reservoir of Mreris,! with its channel 
joining the river-when they thus expended the physical 
strength and even the lives of their subjects.' 

Sanctity of animal life generally, veneration for particular 
animals in particular N omes, and ' abstinence on : religious 
grounds from certain vegetables, , were among the marked 
features of Egyptian life, and served pre-eminently to impress 
upon the country that air of singularity which foreigners like 
Herodotus remarked in it. The two specially marked bulls, 
called Apis at Memphis and Mnevis at Hdiopolis, seemed to 
have enjoyed a sort of national worship. 2 The ibis, the cat, and 
the dog, were throughout most of the Nomes venerated during 
life, embalmed like men after death, and if killed, avenged by 
the severest punishment of the offending J>arty: but the veneration 
of the croc9dile was confined to the neighb0urhood .of Thebes 
and the lake of Mreris. Such veins of religious sentiment, 
which distinguished Egypt from Phenicia and Assyria not less 
than· from Greece, were explained by the native priests after 

1 It appears that the lake of Mceris is, at least in great part, a natural 
reservoir, though improved by art for the purposes wanted, and connected 
with the river by ao artincial canal, sluices, l!t_c. (Kenrick ad Herodot. ii. 
149·) 

''The lake still exists, of diminished magnitude, being about 6o miles in 
circumference, but the communication with the Nile has ceased." Hero
dotus gives the circumference as 3600 stadia,= between 400 and 450 miles. 

I incline to believe that there was more of the hand of man in it than 
Mr. Kenrick supposes, though doubtless the receptacle was natura,!. 

2 Herodot. ii. 38-46, 65-72; iii. 27-30; Diodor. i. 83-90. 
It is surprising to find Pindar introducing into one of his odes a 'plain 

mention of the monstrous circumstances connected with the worship 'of the 
goat in the Mendesian Nome (Pindar, Fragm. Inc. 179, ed." Bergk). Pin
dar hl!d also dwelt, in one of his Prosodia, upon.the mythe qf. the god)> 
having disguised themselves as animals, when seeking to escape Typhon : 
which was one of the tales told as an explanation of ~he consecration of 
animals in Egypt: see Pindar, Fragm. Inc. p. 61, ed. Bergk; Porphyr. de 
Abstinent. iii. p. 25r, ed. Rhoer. 



108 History of Greece 
their manner to Herodotus ; though he declines from pious 
scruples to communicate what was told to him.l They seem 
remnants continued from a very early stage of Fetichism-and 

.the attempts of different persons, noticed in Diodorus and 
Plutarch, to account for their origin, partly by legends, partly 
by theory, will give little satisfaction to any one.2 

Though Thebes first, and Memphis afterwards, were un
doubtedly the principal cities of Egypt, yet if the dynasties of 
Manetho are at all trustworthy even in their general outline, 
the Egyptian kings were not taken uniformly either from one 
or the other. Manetho enumerates on the whole twenty-six 
different dynasties or families of kings, anterior to the conquest 
of the country by Kambyses-the Persian kings between 
Kambyses and Darius Nothus, down to the death of the latter 
in 405 B.c. constituting his twenty-seventh dynasty. Of these 
twenty-six dynasties, beginning with the year 5702 B.c., the 
first two are Thinites-the- third and fourth, Memphites-the 
fifth, from the island of Elephantine-the sixth, seventh and 
eighth, again Memphites-the ninth and tenth, Herakleopolites 
-the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth, Diospolites or Thebans 
-the fourteenth, Choites--the fifteenth and sixteenth, Hyksos 
or Shepherd Kings-the seventeenth, Shepherd Kings, over
thrown and succeeded by Diospolites-the eighteenth (B.C. 
1655-1327, in which is included Rameses the great Egyptian 
conqueror, identified by many authors with Sesostris, 141 r 
B.c.), nineteenth and twentieth, Diospolites -the twenty-first, 
Tanites-the twenty-second, Bubastites-the twenty-third, 
again Tanites-the twenty-fourth, Sai:tes-the twenty-fifth, 
Ethiopians, beginning with Sabakon, whom Herodotus also 
mentions-the twenty-sixth, Sai:tes, including Psammetichus, 
Nek6s, Apries or Uaphris, and Amasis or Amosis. We see by 
these lists, that according to the manner in which Manetho 
construed the antiquities of his country, several other cities of 
Egypt, besides Thebes and Memphis, furnished kings to the 
whole territory. But we cannot trace any correspondence 
between the Nomes which furnished kings, and those which 
Herodotus mentions to have been exclusively occupied by the 
military caste. Many of the separate Nomes were of consider
able substantive importance, and had a marked local character 
each to itself, religious as well as political ; though the whole 
of Egypt, from Elephantine to Pelusium and Kan6pus, is said 

1 Herodot. ii. 65. Diodorus does not feel the same reluctance to mention 
these ll.1ropprrra (i. 86 ). 

~ Diodor. i. 86, 87 ; Plutarch, De Isid. et Osirid. p. 377 seq. 



Egyptians · 109 

to have always constituted one kingdom, from the earliest 
times whic~ the native priests could conceive. 

We are to consider this kingdom as engaged, long before 
the time when Greeks were admitted into it,1 in a stand~.,. 
ing caravan commerce with Phenicia, Palestine, Arabia, and 
Assyria. Ancient Egypt having neither vines nor olives, im
ported both wine and oil; 2 while it also needed especially the 
frankincense and aromatic products peculiar to Arabia, for its 
elaborate religious ceremonies. Towards the last quarter of the 
eighth century B.c. (a little before the time when the dynasty 
of the Mermnadre in Lydia was commencing in the person of 
Gyges), we trace events tending to alter the relation which 
previously subsisted between these countries, by continued 
aggressions on the part of the Assyrian monarchs of Nineveh 
-Salmaneser and Sennacherib. The former having conquered 
and led into captivity the ten tribes of Israel, also attacked the 
Phenician towns on the adjoining coast : Sidon, Palre-Tyrus, and 
Ake yielded to him, but Tyre itself resisted, and having endured 
for five years the hardships of a blockade with partial obstruc
tion of its continental aqueducts, was enabled by means of its 
insular position to maintain independence. It was just at this 
period that the Grecian establishments in Sicily were forming, and 
I have already remarked that the pressure of the Assyrians upon 
Phenicia probably had some effect in determining that con
traction of the Phenician occupations in Sicily which really 
took place (n.c. 730-720). Respecting Sennacherib, we are 
informed by the Old Testament that he invaded Judrea-and 
by Herodotus (who calls ~im king of the Assyrians and 
Arabians) that he assailed the pious king Sethos in Egypt: 
in both cases his army experienced a miraculous repulse and 
destruction. After this the Assyrians of Nineveh, either torn 
by intestine dissension, or shaken by the attacks of tl1e Medes, 
appear no longer active; but about the year 63o B.c., the 
Assyrians or Chaldreans of Babylon manifest a formidable and 
increasing power. It is moreover during this century that the 
old routine of the Egyptian kings was broken through, and a 
new policy displayed towards foreigners by Psammetichus-

1 On this early trade between Egypt, Phenicia, and Palestine, anterior to 
anr acquaintance with the Greeks, see Josephus cont. A pion. i. 12. . . 

Herodotus notices the large importation of wine into Egypt in his day, 
from all Greece as well as from Phenicia, as well as the employment of the 
earthen vessels in which it had been brought for the transport of water, in 
the return journeys across the Desert (iii. 6 ). 

In later times, Alexandria was supplied with wine chiefly from Laodikeia 
in Syria near !he mouth of the Orontes (Strabo, xvi. p. 751). 
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which, while it rendered Egypt more formidable to Judrea and 
Phenicia, opened to Grecian ships and settlers the hitherto 
inaccessible Nile. 

Herodotus draws a marked distinction between the history 
of Egypt before Psammetichus and the following period. The 
former he gives as the narration of the priests, without profess
ing to guarantee it-the latter he evidently believes to be well 
ascertained.! And we find that from Psammetichus downward, 
Herodotus and Manetho are in tolerable harmony, whereas 
even for the sovereigns occupying the last fifty years before 
Psammetichus, there are many and irreconcileable discrepancies 
between them ; 2 but they both agree in stating that Psamme
tichus reigned fifty-four years. 

So important an event, as the first admission of the Greeks 
into Egypt, was made, by the informants of Herodotus, to turn 
upon two prophecies. After the death of Sethos (priest of 
Hephrestos as well as king), who left no son, Egypt became 
divided among twelve kings, of whom Psammetichus was one. 
It was under this dodekarchy, according to Herodotus, that 
the marvellous labyrinth near the Lake of Mreris was con
structed. The twelve lived and reigned for some time in 
perfect harmony. But a prophecy had been made known to 
them, that the one who should make libations in the temple of 
Hephrestos out of a brazen goblet, would reign over all Egypt. 
Now it happened that one day when they all appeared armed 
in that temple to offer sacrifice, the high priest brought out by 
mistake only eleven golden goblets instead of twelve; and 
Psammetichus, left without a goblet, made use of his brazen 
helmet as a substitute. Being thus considered, though un
intentionally, to have fulfilled the condition of the prophecy, 
by making libations in a brazen goblet, he became an object 
of terror to his eleven colleagues, who united to despoil him of 
his dignity and drove him into the inaccessible marshes. In 
this extremity he sent to seek counsel from the oracle of Uto 
at Buto, and received for answer an assurance that " vengeance 
would come to him by the hands of brazen men showing them
selves from the seaward.'' His faith was for the moment 
shaken by so startling a conception as that of brazen men for 
his allies. But the prophetic veracity of the priest at Buto 
was speedily shown, when an astonished attendant came to 

1 Herodot. ii. 147-154. &.11'1> "'laJ.Lwrrrlxov-11'dwra t<al .,.a, rJq.,.epov 
E11'tq'TdJ.L<8a lLTpEK~oa. 

2 See these differences stated and considered in Boeckh, Manetho und die 
Hundstern Periode, p. 326-336. 
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acquaint him in his lurking-place; that brazen men· were 
ravaging the sea-coast of the Delta. It was a body of Ionian 
and Karian soldiers, who had landed for pillage; _and the · 
messenger who came to inform Psammetichus had never,. 
before seen men in an entire suit of brazen armour .. " That 
prince, satisfied that these were the allies whom the oracle had 
marked out for him, immediately entered intonegotiation with 
the Ionians and Karians, enlisted them. in his service, and by 
their aid in conjunction with his other partisans overpowered 
the other eleven kings-thus making himself the one ruler of 
Egypt.l . 

Such was the tale by which the original alliance of an Egyptian 
king with Grecian mercenaries, and the first introduction of 
Greeks into Egypt, was accounted for and dignified. What 
followed is more authentic and more important. Psammetichus 
provided a settlement .and lands for his new allies, on the 
Pelusiac or eastern branch of the Nile; a little below Bu bas tis. 
The Ionians were planted on one side of the river, the Karians 
on the other; and the place was made to serve as a military 
position, not only for the defence of the eastern border, but 
also for the support of the king himself against inalcontehi:s at 
home: it was cailed the Stratopeda; or the Camps.2 He took 
pains moreover to facilitate the intercourse between them and 
the neighbouring inhabitants by causing a number of Egyptian 
children to be domiciled with them, in order to learn the 

·Greek language. Hence sprung the Interpreters, who in the 
time of .Herodotus constituted a permanent hereditary caste or 
breed. 

Though the chief purpose of this first foreig.n settlement· in 
Egypt, between Pelusiurh and Bubastis, was to create an inde
pendent military force, and with it a fleet, for the king,-yet it 
was of course an opening both for communication and tni:ffic; 

1 Herodot. ii. 149-152. This narrative of Hcrorlotus, 'however little 
satisfactory in an h;storical point of view, bears evident n•arks of being the 
genuine tale which he heard from the priests of Hepha~stos: Diodorus 
gives an account more liistnt:icallv plausible, hut he could.not well have 
had any positive authorities fm. that period, and he gives·u~ s<'emin<!IY the 
ideas of Greek authors of the days of the Ptoleinies .. Psammetichus (he 
tells us), as one of the twelve kings, ruled at Sa\s and in· the neighboil'~ir~g 
part of the Delta: he opened a trade, previously unknown in Egypt, with 
Greeks and Phenicians, so profitable that his elevet1 colleagues becarne 
jealous of his riches and com hi ned to attack him. He raised ail army of 
foreign mercenaries and defeated his colleagues (Diodor. j, 66;· ~7). 
Polyrenus gives a different story about Psammetichus and the Karian 
mercenaries (vii. 3). 

2 Herodot. ii. I 54· 
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to all Greeks and to all Phenicians, such as had never before 
been available. And it was speedily followed by the throwing 
open of the Kanopic or westernmost branch of the river for the 
purposes of trade specially. According to a statement of Strabo, 
it was in the reign of Psammetichus that the Milesians with a 
fleet of thirty ships made a descent on that part of the ~:;oast, first 
built a fort in the immediate neighbourhood, and then presently 
founded the town of Naukratis on the right bank of the Kanopic 
Nile. There is much that is perplexing in this affirmation of 
Strabo; but on the whole I am inclined to think that the es
tablishment of the Greek factories and merchants at Naukratis 
may be considered as dating in the reign of Psammetichus 1-

Naukratis however must have been a city of Egyptian origin in 
which these foreigners were permitted to take up their abode
not a Greek colony, as Strabo would have us believe. The 
language of Herodotus seems rather to imply that it was king 
Amasis (between whom and the death of Psammetichus there 
intervened nearly half a century) who first allowed Greeks to 
settle at Naukratis. Yet on comparing what the historian tells 

1 Strabo, xvii. p. Sor. ~eal ..-b M<11.7]ulwv ..-e<xos· 1rll.eouav..-es -yap t11rl '¥ap.
P.7JTlxov ..-pu£Kov..-a vavulv Mtll..f,uw< KaT a Kva~&.p71 (olj..-os 0€ ..-&v M.f,llwv) 
Kd.-reuxov •ls -rb u..-&p.a -rb Bo11.{3l..-tvov- el-r' ~K{3av-res .!nlxtuav -ro Mx6£v 
I<'Tl<Tp.a· XPOV'f' li' ava'lfli.EO<TO:V'TES els -rbv ::!ia:i'mdw vop.bv, Ka-ro.vo.vp.axfJ
uav-res"Ivapov, 7rOll.w lK-rtuav Na{liCpa'Ttv ob 1roll.v -ri]s ::!ixelilas lf1rep6•v. 

What is meant by the allusion to Kyaxares, or to Inarus, in this passage, 
I do not understand. We know nothing of any relations either between 
Kyaxares and Psammetichus, or between Kyaxares and the Milesians: 
moreover, if by t<a-ra Kva~&.p71 be meant in the time of Kyaxar!s, as the 
translators render it, we have in immediate succession €1rl 'J!ap.p.f/-rlxav
"'"-ra Kva~dp71, with the same meaning, which is (to say the least of it) a 
very awkward sentence. The words olj-ros lie -r&v M.f,llwv look not un
like a comment added by some early reader of Strabo, who could not 
understand why Kyaxares should be here mentioned, and who noted his 
difficulty in words which have subsequently found their way into the text. 
Then again Inarus belongs to the period between the Persian and Pelo
ponnesian wars; at least we know no other person of that name than the 
chief of the Egyptian revolt against Persia (Thucyd. i. II4), who is spoken 
of as a "Libyan, the son of Psammetichus." The mention of Kyaxares 
therefore here ilppears unmeaning, while that of Inarus is an anachronism: 
possibly the story that the Milesians founded Naukratis "after having 
worsted Inarus in a sea-fight," may have grown out of the etymology of the 
name Naukratis, in the mind of one who found Inarus the son of Psam
metichus mentioned two centuries afterwards, and identified the two 
Psammetichuses with each other. 

The statement of Strabo has been copied by Steph. Byz. v. NaoKpa-rts. 
Eusebius also announces (Chron. i. p. 168) the Milesians as the founders of 
Naukratis, but puts the event at 753 B.c., during what he calls the Milesian 
thalassokraty: see Mr. Fynes Clinton ad ann. 732 lJ.C, in the Fasti 
ffellenici- · 
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us respecting the courtezan Rhodopis and the brother ofSappho 
the poetess, it is evident that there must have been both 
Greek trade and Greek establishments in that town long before 
Amasis came to the throne. We may consider then, that both 
the eastern and western mouths of the Nile became open ·to 
the GreekS in the days of Psammetichus : the former as leading 

_ to the head-quarters of the mercenary Greek troops in Egyptian 
pay-the latter for purposes of trade. 

While this event afforded to the Greeks a valuable enlarge
ment both of their traffic and of their field of observation, it 
seems to have occasioned an internal revolution in Egypt. 
The N orne of Bubastis, in which the new military settlement 
of foreigners was planted, is numbered among those occupied 
by the Egyptian military caste.1 Whether their lands were in 
part taken away from them we do not know ; but the mere 
introduction of such foreigners must have · appeared an 
abomination, to the strong conservative feeling of ancient 
Egypt. And Psammetichus treated the native soldiers in a 
manner which showed of how much less account Egyptian 
soldiers had become, since the " brazen helmets " had got 
footing in the land. It had hitherto been the practice to 
distribute such portions of the military, as were on actual 
service, in three different posts : at Daphne near Pelusium, <;>n 
the north-eastern frontier-at Marea on the north-western 
frontier, near the spot where Alexandria was afterwards built
and at Elephantine, on the southern or Ethiopian boundary. 
Psammetichus, having no longer occasion for their services on 
the eastern frontier, since ·the formation of the mercenary 
camp, accumulated them in greater number and detained them 
for an unusual time at the two other stations, especially at 
Elephantine. Here, as Herodotus tells us, they remained for 
three years unrelieved. Diodorus adds that Psammetichus 
assigned to those native troops who fought conjointly with 
the mercenaries, the least honourable post in the line. Dis
content at length impelled them to emigrate in a body of 
24o,ooo men into Ethiopia, leaving their wives and children 
behind in Egypt. No instances on the part of Psammetichus 
could induce them to return. This memorable incident,2 which 
is said to have given rise to a settlement in the southernmost 
regions of Ethiopia, called by the Greeks the Automoli 
(though the emigrant soldiers. still call themselves ·by their 
old Egyptian name), attests the effect produced by the intro
duction of the foreign mercenaries in lowering the position of 

1 Herodot. ii. 166. 2 Herodot. ii. 30; Diodor. i. 67. 
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the native military. The number of the emigrants however is 
a point noway to be relied upon. We shall presently see that 
there were enough of them left behind to renew effectively 
the struggle for their lost dignity. 

It was probably with his Ionian and Karian troops that 
Psammeticbus carried on those warlike operations in Syria 
which filled so large a proportion of his long and prosperous 
reign of fifty-four years. 1 He besieged the city of Az6tus in 
Syria for twenty-nine years, until he took it-the longest 
blockade which Herodotus bad ever heard of. Moreover he 
was in that country when the destroying Scythian Nomads 
(who had defeated the Median king Kyaxares and possessed 
themselves of Upper Asia) advanced to invade Egypt; a project 
which Psammetichus, by large presents, induced them to 
abandon.2 

There were, however, yet more powerful enemies, against 
whom he and his son Nek6s (who succeeded him seemingly 
about 6o4 B.c.3) had to contend in Syria and the lands adjoin-

1 'A11"pi71s-t>s p.erlt. '!lap.p.~Ttltov rbv ~wvrov 7rpo7r&.ropa ~7€vero •voatp.ovi· 
<iTaToS TfiiV 7rpbnpov {3o.<rtA~WV (Herodot. ii. 161.) 

2 Herodot. i. 105 ; ii. 157. 
8 The chronology of the Egyptian kings from Psammetichus to Amasis is 

given in some points differently by Herodotus and by Manetho-
According to Herodotus, According to Manetho ap. African., 

Psammetichus reigned 54 years. Psammetichus reigned 54 years. 
Nekt'ls . • • 16 , Necbao II • , 6 , 
Psammis . • 6 , Psammathis • 6 11 
Apries • • . 25 u Uaphris . • 19 , 
Amasis. • , 44 , Am9sis . . . .f4 , 

Diodorus gives 22 years for A pries and 55 years for Amasis (i. 68). 
Now the end of the reign of Amasis stands fixed for 526 B.C., and there· 

fore the beginning of his reign (according to both Herodotus and Manetho) 
to 570 B.C. or 569 n.c. According to the chronology of the Old Testament, 
the battles of Megiddo and Carchemish, fought by Nek6s, fall about 6o9-
6o5 B.c., and thi; coincides with the reign of Nek6s as dated by Herodotus, 
but not as dated by Manetho. On the other hand, it a,•pears from the 
evidence of certain E;.;yptian inscriptions recently disco,·ered, that the real 
interval from the beginning d Nechao to the end of Uaphris is only f"rty 
years, and not forty-seven years, as the dates of Herodotus woulcl make it 
(Boeckh, Manetho und die Hundstern Periode, p. 341-348), which 
would place the accession of Nekfls in 610 or 609 B.C. Boeckh diSCU'5es at 
some length this discrepancy of dates, and incline to the suppositiOn that 
Nek6s reigned nine or ten years jointly with his father, and that Herodotus 
has counted these nine or ten years twice, once in the reign of Psamme
tichus, once in that of Nek6s. Certainly Psammetichus can hardly have 
been very young when his reign began, and if he reigned fifty-four years, 
he must have reached an extreme old age, and may have been prominently 
aided by his son. Adopting the suppositions therefore that the last ten 
years of the reign of Psammetichus may be reckoned both for him and for 
Neklls-that for Neklls separately only six years are to be reckoned-and 
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ing. It is just at this period; during the reigns of Nabopolassar 
and his son Nebuchadnezzar (B.C. 6zs-561) that the Chaldreans 
or Assyrians of Babylon appear at the maximum of their power 
and aggressive disposition; while the Assyrians of Ninus or 
Nineveh lose ..their substantive position through the taking of 
that town by Kyaxares (about B.c. 6oo)-the greatest height 
which the Median power ever reached. Between the Egy,ptian 
Nekos and his grandson Apries (Pharaoh Necho and Pharaoh 
Hophra of the Old Testament) on the one side, and the 
Babylonian Nebuchadnezzar on the other, Judrea and Phenicia 
form the intermediate subject of quarrel. The political 
independence of the Phenician towns is extinguished never 
again to be recovered. At the commencement of his reign, it 
appears, Nekos was chiefly anxious to extend the Egyptian 
commerce, for which purpose he undertook two measures, both 
of astonishing boldness for that age-a canal between the lower 

, part of the eastern or Pelusiac Nile and the inmost corner of 
the Red Sea-and the circumnavigation of Africa; his great 
object being to procure a water-communication between the 
Mediterranean and the Red 'Sea. He began the canal (much 
about the same time as Nebuchadnezzar executed his canal 
from Babylon to Teredon) with such reckless determination, 
that I zo,ooo Egyptians are said to have perished in the work. 
But either from such disastrous proof of the difficulty, or (as 
Herodotus represents) from the terrors of a menacing prophecy 
which reached him, he was compelled to desist. Next he 
accomplished the circumnavigation of Africa, already above 
alluded to; but in this way too he found it impracticable, to 
procure any available communication such as he wished.l It 
is plain that in both these enterprises he was acting under 
Phenician and Greek instigation; and we may remark that the 
point of the Nile, from whence the canal took its departure, 
was close upon· the mercenary camps or Stratopeda. Being 
unable to connect the two seas together, he built and equipped 
an armed naval force both upon the one and the other, and 
entered upon aggressive enterprises, naval as well as military. 
His army, on marching into Syria, was met at Megiddo 

that the number of years from the beginning of Nek6s's separate reign 
to the end of Uaphris is forty-'Boeckh places the beginning of Psam· 

• metichus in 654 B.C., and not in 670 B.c., as the data of Herodotus would 
make it (ih. p. 342-350). •· 

Mr. Clinton, Fast. Hellen. B.c. 616, follows Herodotus. 
1 Herodot. ii. 158. Respecting the canal of Nek6s, see the explanation 

of Mr. Kenrick on this chapter of Herodotus. From Bubastis to 'Suez the 
length would be about ninety miles. 
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(Herodotus says Magdolum) by Josiah king of Judah, who was 
himself slain and so completely worsted, that Jerusalem fell 
into the power of the conqueror, and became tributary to 
Egypt. It deserves to be noted that Nek6s sent the raiment 
which he had worn on the day of this victory as an offering to 
the holy temple of Apollo at Branchidre near Miletus 1-the 
first recorded instance of a donation from an Egyptian king to 
a Grecian temple, and a proof that Hellenic affinities were 
beginning to take effect upon him. Probably we may conclude 
that a large proportion of his troops were Milesians. 

But the victorious career of Nek6s was completely checked 
by the defeat which he experienced at Carchemisch (or 
Circesium) on the Euphrates, from Nebuchadilezzar and the 
Babylonians, who not only drove him out of Judrea and Syria 
but also took Jerusalem, and carried away the king and the 
principal Jews into captivity.2 N ebuchadnezzar further attacked 
the Phenician cities, and the siege of Tyre alone cost him 
severe toil for thirteen years. After this long and gallant 
resistance, the Tyrians were forced to submit, and underwent 
the same fate as the Jews. Their princes and chiefs were 
dragged captive into the Babylonian territory, and the 
Phenician cities became numbered among the tributaries of 
Nebuchadnezzar. So they seem to have remained, until the 
overthrow of Babylon by Cyrus : for we find among those 
extracts (unhappily very brief) which Josephus has preserved 
out of the Tyrian annals, that during this interval there were 
disputes and irregularities in the government of Tyre 3-judges 

1 Herodot. ii. I 59· Diodorus makes no mention of Nek&s. 
The account of Herodotus coincides in the main with the history of the 

Old Testament about Pharaoh Necho and Josiah. The great city of Syria 
which he calls K&.ovT<s seems to be Jerusalem, though Wesseling (ad Hero· 
dot. iii. 5) and other able critics dispute the identity. See Volney, Re· 
cherches sur l'Hist. Anc. vol. ii. ch. IJ, p. 239 : "Les Arabes ont consen•e 
!'habitude d'appeler Jerusalem Ia Sainte par excellence, e! Qods. Sans 
doute les Chaldeens et les Syriens lui donnerent le meme nom, qui dans 
leur dialecte est Qadouta, dont IHrodote rend bien l'orthographie quand 
ii ecrit K&.ovTLS." 

2 Jeremiah, xlvi. 2; 2nd book of Kings, xxiii. and xxiv.; Josephus, 
Ant. J. x. 5, I; x. 6, I. 

About Nebuchadnezzar, see the Fragment of Berosus ap. Joseph. cont. 
Apion. i. I9, 20, and Antiqu. J. x. II, I, and Berosi Fragment. ed. 
Richter, p. 65-67. 

3 Menander ap. Joseph. Antiq. J. ix. 14, 2. 'En-l E18w/3&.J.ov Toil .Bacn· 
J.tws ln-oJ.c&pwqu• Na/3ovxooov&uopos Tt)V Tvpov br' h'f/ oEJ<chpca. That this 
siege of thirteen years ended in the storming, capitulation, or submission 
(we know not which, and Volney goes beyond the evidence when he says, 
"Les Tyriens furent emportes d'assaut par le roi de Babylone," Recherches 
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being for a time substituted in the place of kings; while Merbal 
and Hirom, two princes of the -regal Tyrian line, detained . 
captive in Babylonia, were successively sent down on the special 
petition of the Tyrians, and reigned at Tyre ; the former four 
years, the latter twenty years, until the conquest of Babylon by 
Cyrus. · The Egyptian king Apries, indeed, son of Psammis 
and grandson of N ekos, attacked Sidon and Tyre both by land 
and sea, but seemingly without any result.1 To the Persian 
empire, as soon as Cyrus had conquered Babylon, they cheer
fully and spontaneously submitted, 2 whereby the restoration of 
the captive Tyrians to their home was probably conceded to 
them, like that of the captive Jews. 

Nekos in Egypt was succeeded by his son Psammis, and he 
again, after a reign of six years, by his son A pries; of whose 
power and prosperity Herodotus speaks in very high general 
terms, though the few particulars which he recounts are of a 
contrary tenor. It was not till after a reign of twenty-five 
years that Apries undertook that expedition against the Greek 
colonies in Libya-Kyrene and Barka-which proved his ruin. 
The native Libyan tribes near those cities having sent to sur
render themselves to him and entreat his aid against the Greek 
settlers, Apries despatched to them a large force composed of 
native Egyptians; who (as has been before mentioned) ~ere 
stationed on the north-western frontier of Egypt, and- were 
therefore most available for the march against Kyrene. The 
Kyrenean citizens advanced to oppose them, and a battle· 
·ensued in which the Egyptians were completely routed with 

sur l'Histoire Ancienne, vol. ii. ch. 14, p. 250) of Tyre to the Chaldrean 
king, is quite certairi from the mention which afterwards follows of the 
Tyrian princes being detained captive in Babylonia. Hengstenberg (De 
Rebus Tyriorum, p. 34-77) heaps up a mass of arguments, most of them. 
very inconclusive, to prove this point, about which the passage cited by 
Josephus from Menander leaves no doubt. ·what is not true, is, that Tyre 
was destroyed and laid desolate by Nebuchadnezzar: still less can it be 
believed that that king conquered' Egypt and Libya, as Megasthenes, and 
even Berosus so far as Egypt is concerned, would have .us believe-the 
argument of Larcher ad Herodot. ii. r68 is anything but satisfactory. The 
defeat of the Egyptian king at Carchemisch, and the stripping him of his 
foreign possessions in J udrea and Syria, have been exaggerated into a 
conquest of Egypt itself. 

1 Herodot. ii. 161. He simply mentions what I Q.ave stated in the text; 
while Diodorus tells us (i. 68) that the Egyptian king took Sidon by assault, 
terrified the other Phenician towns into submission, and defeated the 
Phenicians and Cyprians in a great naval battle, acquiring a vas.t spoil. 

What authority Diodorus here followed, I do not know ; but the 
measured statement of Herodotus is far the most worthy of credit. 

2 Herodot. iii:'r9- - . · . _ 
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severe loss. It is affirmed that they were thrown into disorder 
from want of practical knowledge of Grecian warfare 1-a re
markable proof of the entire isolation of the Grecian mer
cenaries (who had now been long in the service of Psamme
tichus and his successors) from the native Egyptians. 

This disastrous reverse provoked a mutiny in Egypt against 
Apries, the soldiers contending that he had despatched them 
on the enterprise with a deliberate view to their destruction, in 
order to assure his rule over the remaining Egyptians. The 
malcontents found so much sympathy among the general 
population, that Amasis, a Saltic Egyptian of low birth but of 
considerable intelligence, whom Apries had sent to conciliate 
them, was either persuaded or constrained to become their 
leader, and prepared to march immediately against the king at 
Sals. Unbounded and reverential submission to the royal 
authority was a habit so deeply rooted in the Egyptian mind, 
that Apries could not believe the resistance to be serious. He 
sent an officer of consideration named Patarbemis to bring 
Amasis before him. When Patarbemis returned, bringing 
back from the rebel nothing better than a contemptuous refusal 
to appear except at the head of an army, the exasperated king 
ordered his nose and ears to- be cut off. This act of atrocity 
caused such indignation among the Egyptians round him, that 
most of them deserted and joined the revolters, who thus 
became irresistibly formidable in point of numbers. There yet 
remained to Apries the foreign mercenaries-thirty thousand 
Ionians and Karians-whom he summoned from their Strata-· 
peda on the Pelusiac Nile to his residence at Sals. This force, 
the creation of his ancestor Psammetichus and the main reliance 
of his family, still inspired him with such unabated confidence, 
that he marched to attack the far superior numbers under 
Amasis at Momemphis. Though his troops behaved with 
bravery, the disparity of numbers, combined with the excited 
feeling of the insurgents, overpowered him : he was defeated and 
carried prisoner to Sa!s, where at first Amasis not only spared his 
life, but treated him with generosity.2 Such however was the 
antipathy of the Egyptians, that they forced Amasis to surrender 
his prisoner into their hands, and immediately strangled him. 

It is not difficult to trace in these proceedings the outbreak 
of a long-suppressed hatred on the part of the Egyptian soldier
caste towards the dynasty of Psammetichus, to whom they owed 
their comparative degradation, and by whom that stream of 
Hellenism had been let in upon Egypt which doubtless was not 

1 Herodot. ii. 161 ; iv. 159. 2 Herodot. ii. 162-169; Diodar., ~. t?S..., 
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witnessed without great repugnance. It 'might seem also that 
this dynasty had too little of pure Egyptianism in them to find 
favour with the priests. At least Herodotus does not. mention 
any religious edifices erected either by N ek6s or Psammis or 
Apries, though he describes much of such outlay on the part 
of Psammetichus~who built magnificent Propylcel1- to the 
temple of Hephrestos at Memphis,1 and a splendid new 
chamber or stable for the sacred bull Apis~and more still on 
the part of Amasis. 

Nevertheless Amasis, though he had acquired the crown by 
this explosion of native antipathy, found the foreign adjuncts 
so eminently advantageous, that he not only countenanced, 
but multiplied them. Egypt enjoyed under him a degree of 
power and consideration such as it neither before possess_ed, 
nor afterwards retained-for his long reign of forty~four years 
(570-526 B.c.) closed just six months before the Persian 
conquest of the country. As he was eminently phil~ Hellenic, 
the Greek merchants at Naukratis-the permanent settlers as 
well as the occasional visitors-obtained from him valuable 
enlargement of their privileges. Besides granting permission · 
to various Grecian towns to erect religious establishments for 
such of their citizens as visited the place, he also sanctioned 
the constitution of a formal and organised emporium or factory, 
invested with commercial privileges, and armed with authority 
exercised by presiding officers regularly chosen. This factory 
was connected with, and probably grew out of, a large religious 
edifice and precinct, built at the joint cost of nine Grecian 
cities : four of them Ionic,-Chios, Te6s, Ph6krea, and Klazo
menre; four Doric,-Rhodes, Knidus, Halikarnassus, and 
Phaselis ; and one lEolic,-Mitylene. By these nine cities the 
joint temple and factory· was kept up and its presiding magi
strates ·chosen. But its destination, for the convenience of 
Grecian commerce generally, seems revealed by the imposing 
title of The Hellenion. Samos, Miletus, and A~gina had each 
founded a separate temple at Naukratis for the worship of such 
of their citizens as went there; probably connected (as the 
Hellenion was) with protection and facilities for commercial 
purposes. While these three powerful cities had thu1i coristi
tuuid each a factory for itself, as guarantee to the merchandise, 
and as responsible for the conduct of its own citizens 
separately-the corporation of the Hellenion served both as 
protection and control to all other Greek merchants. And such 
was the usefulness, the celebrity, and probably the pecuniary 

1 Herodot. ii. I 53• 
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profit of the corporation, that other Grecian cities set up claims 
to a share in it, falsely pretending to have contributed to the 
original foundation.! 

Naukratis was for a long time the privileged port for Grecian 
commerce with Egypt. No Greek merchant was permitted to 
deliver goods in any other part, or to enter any other rJf the 
mouths of the Nile except the Kanopic. If forced into any of 
them by stress of weather, he was compelled to make oath that 
his arrival was a matter of necessity, and to convey his goods 
round by sea into the Kanopic branch to Naukratis. If the 
weather still forbade such a proceeding, the merchandise was 
put into barges and conveyed round to N aukratis by the 
internal canals of the Delta. Such a monopoly, which made 
Naukratis in Egypt something like Canton in China or 
Nangasaki in Japan, no longer subsisted in the time of 
Herodotus.2 But the factory of the Hellenion was in full 
operation and dignity, and very probably he himself, as a 
native of one of the contributing cities, Halikarnassus, may 
have profited by its advantages. At what precise time 
Naukratis first became licensed for Grecian trade, we cannot 
directly make out. But there seems reason to believe that it 
was the port to which the Greek merchants first went, so socm 
as the general liberty of trading with the country was conceded 
to them ; and this would put the date of such grant at least as 
far back as the foundation of Kyrene and the voyage of the 
fortunate Koheus, who was on his way with a cargo to Egypt 
when the storms overtook him-about 630 B.c., during the 
reign of Psammetichus. And in the time of the poetess 
Sappho and her brother Charaxus, it seems evident that 
Greeks had been some time established at Naukratis. 3 But 

1 Herodot. ii. 178. The few words of the historian about these Greek 
establishments at Naukratis are highly valuable, and we can only wish that 
he ha<i told us more : he speaks of them in the present tense, from personal 
knowledge-TO p.Ev Piiv p.€-yu!TOV al.rrEc•JV 'Tfp.evos Kal obJJop.at1'T0Ta.-rov ~ 0 v ,·atl 
XP7JCTtp.WTaTov, laLA.e6p.evov OE (EAJ...~vtov, ai'Oe w&Ats elulv ai 7raplxovcn:u
TovTE(I)v p.iv Ea'TL -roVTo -rO -rlp.evos, Kal 1rpounl.rcr.s Toil Ep.1roplov aOTctt al 
1r&i\u elulv a11Tapfxoua-cu. c'Oo-at 0€ ifAi\cu 1r6Jus p.E'TCUTOLEiJv-rcu, oVOfv 
CT</>1 p.Enbv }lE'TaTrOIEVV7'al. 

We are here let into a vein of commercial jealousy between the Greek 
cities about which we should have been glad to be further informed. 

2 Heredot. ii. 179. ?Hv 15~ TbTrall.a• bv p.o6v11-!] Na6Kpa7'1s {p.Tropwv, 1<al 
~AAO ovl5~v Al'Y07rTOt/ •••• O~TW 15~ NaO!<paTIS JTE7'i}l7}7'0, 

s The beautiful Thracian conrtezan, Rhod6pis, was purchased by a 
Sam ian merchant named Xanthes, and conveyed to N ankratis, in order 
that he might make money by her (!<aT' ~p"J'aCTl1/v). The speculation 
proved a successful one, for Charaxus, brother of Sappho, going to Kau-



Egyptians I2I 

Amasis, though his predecessors had permitted such establish
ment, may doubtless be regarded as having given organisation 
to the factories, and as having placed the G_reeks on a more 
comfortable footing of security than they had ever enjoyed 
before. 

This Egyptian king manifested several other evidences of his 
phil-Hellenic disposition by donations to Delphi and other 
Grecian temples. He even married a Grecian wife from the 
city of KyreneJ Moreover he was in intimate alliance and 
relations ofhospitality both with Polykrates despot of Samos 
and with Crresus king of Lydia. 2 He conquered the island of 
Cyprus, and rendered it tributary to the Egyptian throne. His 
fleet and army were maintained in good condition, and the 
foreign mercenaries, the great strength of the dynasty whom he 
had supplanted, were not only preserved, but even removed 
from their camp near Pelusium to the chief town Memphis, 
where they served as the special guards of Amasis.8 Egypt 
enjoyed under him a degree of power abroad and prosperity at 
home (the river having been abundant in its overflowing), which 
was the more tenaciously remembered on account of the period 

, of disaster and subjugation immediately following his death. 

kratis with a cargo of wine, became so captivated with Rhodf>pis, that he 
purchased her for a very large sum "of money, and gave her her freedom. 
She then carried on her profession at Naukratis on her own account, and 
realised a handsome fortune, the tithe of which she employed in a votive 
offering at Delphi. She acquired so much renown, that the Egyptian 
Greeks ascribed to her the building of one of the pyramids,-a supposition 
on the absurdity of which Herodotus makes proper comments, but which 
proves the great celebrity of the name of Rhod6pis (Herodot. ii. :i34). 
Athenreus calls her D6riche, and distinguishes her from Rhod6pis (xiii. P• 
596, compare Suidas, v. 'Poliw1rllios &.c£61/p.a). 1Nhen Charaxus returned to 
Mitylene, his sister Sappho composed a song, in which she greatly derided 
him for this proceeding-a song which doubtless Herodotus knew, and 
which gives to the whole anecdote a complete authenticity. 

Now we can hardly put the age of Sappho lower than 6oo-s8o B.C. (see 
Mr. Clinton, Fasti Hellen. ad ann. 595 B.c., and Ulrici, Geschichte der 
Griech. Lyrik, ch. xxiii. p. 360) : Alkreus, too, her contemporary, had 
himself visited _Egypt (Alcrei Fragm. 103, ed. Bergk; Strabo, i. p. 63). 
The Greek settlement at Naukratis therefore must be decidedly older than 
Amasis, who began to reign in 570 B.c., and the residence of Rhod6pis in 
that town must have begun earlier than Amasis, though Herodotus calls 
her ~ear'" Ap.atrw dKp.d(oucra (ii. 134). We cannot construe the language of 
Herodotus strictly, when he says that it was Amasis who permitted the 
residence of Greeks at Naukratis (ii. 178). 

1 Herodot. ii. 18r. 
9 Herodot. i. 77 ; iii. 39· 
8 Herodot ii. 182, 154· Karollc<cTE is M~p.rptv, rpvil.aK~V ~wiirou r.O,.{,f.'EVOS 

1rpbs Al-yv1rnaw. " 
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And his contributions, in architecture and sculpture, to the 
temples of Sai:s 1 and Memphis were on a scale of vastness 
surpassing everything before known in Lower Egypt. 

CHAPTER XXI 

DECLINE OF THE PHENICIANS-GROWTH OF CARTHAGE 

THE preceding sketch of that important system of foreign 
nations-Phenicians, Assyrians, and Egyptians-who occupied 
the south-eastern portion of the (olKovpJ.vTJ) inhabited world of 
an early Greek, brings them down nearly to the time at which 
they were all absorbed into the mighty Persian empire. In 
tracing the series of events which intervened between 700 B.C. 

and 530 B.c., we observe a material increase of power both in 
the Chaldreans and Egyptians, and an immense extension of 
Grecian maritime activity and commerce-but we at the same 
time notice the decline of Tyre and Sidon, both in power and 
traffic. The arms of Nebuchadnezzar reduced the Phenician 
cities to the same state of dependence as that which the Ionian 
cities underwent half a century later from Crc:esus and Cyrus; 
while the ships of Miletus, Phokrea and Samos gradually spread 
over all those waters of the Levant which had once been ex
clusively Phenician. In the year 704 B.C., the Samians did 
not yet possess a single trireme: 2 down to the year 630 B.C., 
not a single Greek vessel had yet visited Libya. But when we 
reach 550 B.c., we find the Ionic ships predominant in the 
JEgean, and those of Corinth and Korkyra in force to the west 
of Peloponnesus-we see the flourishing cities of Kyr€me and 
Barka already rooted in Libya, and the port of Naukratis a 
busy emporium of Grecian commerce with Egypt. The trade 
by land-which is all that Egypt had enjoyed prior to 
Psammetichus, and which was exclusively conducted by 
Phenicians-is exchanged for a trade by sea, of which the 
Phenicians have only a share, and seemingly a smaller share 
than the Greeks. Moreover the conquest by Amasis of the 
island of Cyprus, half-filled with Phenician settlements and 
once the tributary dependency of Tyre-affords an additional 
mark of the comparative decline of that great city. In her 
commerce with the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf she still 
remained without a competitor, the schemes of the Egyptian 
king Nekos having proved abortive. Even in the time of 

l Herodot. ii. 175-177· 2 Thucyd. i. 13. 



Decline of -the Phenfcians 123 

Herodotus,· the spices ·and frankincense of Arabia were still 
brought -and distributed only by the Phenician merchant.1 

But on the whole, both political and industrial development of 
Tyre are now cramped by impediments, and kept down by 
rivals, not before-in operation; so that the part which she will be 
found to play in the Mediterranean, throughout the whole course 
of this history, is one subordinate and of reduced importance. 

The course of Grecian history is not directly affected by these 
countries. Yet their effect upon the Greek mind was very 
considerable, and the opening of the Nile by Ps,ammetichus 
constitutes an epoch in Hellenic thought. It supplied to their 
-observation a large and diversified field of present reality, while 
it was at the same time one great source of those mysticising 
tendencies which corrupted so many of their speculative minds. 
But to Phenicia and Assyria, the Greeks owe two acquisitions 
well deserving special mention-the alphabet, and the first 
standard and scale of weight as well as coined money. Of 
neither of these acquisitions can we trace the precise date. 
That the Greek alphabet is derived from the Phenician, the 
analogy of the _two proves beyond dispute, though- we know 
hot how or where the inestimable present-was handed over, of 
which no traces are to be found in the Homeric poems.2 The 

1 Herodcit. ,iii.<r97--
_ 2 -The varioU:~ statements or conjectures to be found in Greek authors 
(all comparatively-recent) -respecting_ the origin of the Greek alphabet, are 
colleeted by _.Franz, :Epigraphice · Grreca, s .. iii. p. 12-2o: "Omnino 
Grreci alphabeti ut·.certa primordia sunt in origine Phrenici~, ita certus 
terminus in litteratur~ -!<mica se·u Simonide~. - Qure ·inter utrumque a • 
veteribus. ponuntur, incerta omnia ·et fabulosa .... Non commoramur 
in iis qure de litterarum origine et propagatione ex fabulos~ Pelasgorum 
historia (cf. Knight, p. 119-123 ; Raoul Rochette, p. 67-87) neque in iis 
qure de Cadmo _narrantur, quem uhquam fuisse hodie jam nemo crediderit 
...• Alphabeti Phrenicii omnes 22 literas cum antiquis Grrecis con· 
gruere, hodie nemo est qui ignoret.'' (pp. 14, 15.) Franz gives valuable 
information respecting the changes gradually introduced into the Greek 
alphabet, and the erroneous statements of the Grammatici as to what 
letters were original, and what were subsequently added. 
- Kruse also in his 'Hellas' (val. i. p. 13, and in the first Beylage, 

annexed to that volume) presents an instructive comparison of the Greek; 
Latin, and Phenician alphabets. _ _ 

The Greek authors, as might be expected, were generally much more 
fond of referring the origin of letters to native heroes or gods, such as 
Palam~cl~s, Prom~theus, Musreus, Orpheus, Linus, &c., than to the 
.Phenicians. The oldest known statement (that of Stesichorus, Schol. ap. 
Bekker. Anecdot. ii. p. -786) ascr-ibes them to Palamedes. 

Both Franz and Kruse contend strenuously for the existence and habit 
of writing among the Greeks in times long anterior to Homer; in which I 
dissent from them. · 
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Latin alphabet, which is nearly identical with the most ancient 
Doric variety of the Greek, was derived from the same source
also the Etruscan alphabet, though (if 0. Muller is correct in 
his conjecture) only at second-hand through the intervention 
of the Greek.! If we cannot make out at what time the 
Phenicians made this valuable communication to the Greeks, 
much less can we determine when or how they acquired~ it 
themselves-whether it be of Semitic invention, or derived 
from improvement upon the phonetic hieroglyphics of the 
Egyptians. 2 

Besides the letters of the alphabet, the scale of weight and 
that of coined money passed from Phenicia and Assyria into 
Greece. It has been shown by Boeckh in his 'Metrologie' 
that the JEgimean scales-with its divisions, talent, mna, and 
obolus-is identical with the Babylonian and Phenician; and 
that the word .!vEna, which forms the central point of the scale, 
is of Chaldaoan origin. On this I have already touched in a 
former chapter, while relating the history of Pheidon of 
Argos, by whom what is called the h:ginaoan scale was first 
promulgated. 

In tracing therefore the effect upon the Greek mind, of early 
intercourse with the various Asiatic nations, we find that as the 
Greeks made up their musical scale (so important an element 
of their early mental culture) in part by borrowing from Lydians 
and Phrygians-so also their monetary and statical system, 
their alphabetical writing, and their duodecimal division of the 
day measured by the gnomon and the shadow, were all derived 
from Assyrians and Phenicians. The early industry and 
commerce of these countries were thus in many ways available 
to Grecian advance, and would probably have become more 
so if the great and rapid rise of the more barbarous Persians 
had not reduced them all to servitude. The Phenicians, though 
unkind rivals, were at the same time examples and stimulants to 
Greek maritime aspiration ; and the Phenician worship of that 
goddess whom the Greeks knew under the name of Aphrodite, 
became communicated to the latter in Cyprus, in Kythera, in 
Sicily-perhaps also in Corinth. 

The sixth century B.c., though a period of decline for Tyre 
1 See 0. Miiller, Die Etrusker (iv. 6), where there is much instruction 

on the Tuscan alphabet. 
2 This question is raised and discussed by Justus Olshausen, Ueber den 

Ursprung des Alphabetes (p. r-Io), in the Kieler Philologische Studien, 
1841. 

3 See Boeckh, Metrologie, ch. iv, v. vi. ; also the preceding volume 
of this History. 
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:and Sidon, was a period of growth for their. African colony 
.Carthage, which appears during this century in considerable 
~raffic with the Tyrrhenian towns on the southern coast of Italy, 
:and as thrusting out the Ph6k<ean settlers from Alalia in Corsica. 
:The wars of the Carthaginians with the Grecian colonies in 
'Sicily, so far as they are known to us, commence shortly after 
soo B.c., and continue at intervals, with fluctuating success, for 
two centuries and a half. 

The foundation of Carthage by the Tyrians is placed at 
"different dates, the lowest of which however is 819 B.c.: other 
authorities place it in 878 B.c., and we have no means of 
deciding between them. I have already, remarked that it is by 
no means the oldest of the Tyrian colonies. But though Utica 
and Gades were more ancient than Carthage, 1 the latter so 
greatly outstripped them in wealth and power, as to acquire a 
sort of federal pre-eminence over all the· Phenician colonies on 
the coast of Africa. In those later times when the dominion 
of the Carthaginians had reached its maximum, it comprised 
the towns of Utica, Hippo, Adrumetum, and Leptis,-all 
original Phenician foundations, and enjoying probably even as 
dependents of Carthage, a certain qualified autonomy-besides 
a great number of smaller towns planted by themselves, and 
inhabited by a mixed population called Liby-Phenicians. 
Three hundred such towns-a dependent territory covering 
half the space between the Lesser and the Greater Syrtis, and 
in many parts remarkably fertile-a city said to contain 7oo,ooo 
inhabitants, active, wealthy,. and seemingly homogeneous-and 
foreign dependencies in Sicily, Sardinia, the Balearic isles, 
and Spain,-all this aggregate of power, under one political 

1 Utica is said to have been founded 287 years earlier than Carthage ; 
the author, who states this, professing to draw his information from 
Phenician histories (Aristot. Mirab. Auscult. c. 134). Velleius Paterculus 
states Gades to be older than Utica, and places the foundation of Carthage 
B.C. 819 (i. 2, 6). He seems to follow in the main the same authority as· 
the composer of the Aristotelic compilation above cited. Other statements 
place the foundation of Carthage in 878 R.C. (Heeren, Ideen tiber den 
Verkehr, &c., part ii. b. i. p. 29). Appian states the date of the founda
tion as fifty years before the Trojan war (De Reb. Punic. c. 1); Philistus 
as twenty-one years before the same event (Philist. Fragm. 50, ed. Goller); 
Timreus, as thirty-eight years earlier than the first Olympiad (Timrei Fragm. 
21, ed. Didot); Justin, seventy-two years earlier than the foundation of 
Rome (xviii. 6). . 

The citation which Josephus gives from Menander's work, extracted 
from Tyrian aVa')'pacpai, placed the foundation of Carthage 143 years after 
the building of the temple of Jerusalem (Joseph. cont. Apion. i. c. 17, 18).• .. 
Apion said that Carthage was founded in the first year of Olympiad 7 
(B.C. 748) (Joseph. c. Apion. ii. 2). 
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management, was suffici_'lt to render the contest of Carthag( 
even with Rome for some time doubtful. 

But by what steps the Carthaginians raised themselves to such · 
a pitch of greatness we have no information. We are even left· 
to guess how much of it had already been acquired in the sixth 
century B.C. As in the case of so many other cities, we have a 
foundation legend decorating the moment of birth, and then 
nothing further. The Tyrian princess Dido or Elisa, daughter 
of Belus, sister of Pygmalion king of Tyre, and wife of the 
wealthy Sichreus priest of Herakles in that city-is said to have 
been left a widow in consequence of the murder of Sichreus by 
Pygmalion, who seized the treasures belonging to his victim. 
But Dido found means to disappoint him of his booty, possessed 
herself of the gold which had tempted Pygmalion, and secretly 
emigrated, carrying with her the sacred insignia of Herakles. A' 
considerable body of Tyrians followed her. She settled at• 
Carthage on a small hilly peninsula joined by a narrow tongue of 
land to the continent, purchasing from the natives as much land 
as could be surrounded by an ox's hide, which she caused to 
be cut into the thinnest strip, and thus made it sufficient for 
the site of her first citadel, Byrsa, which afterwards grew up 
into the great city of Carthage. As soon as her new settlement 
had acquired footing, she was solicited in marriage by several 
princes of the native tribes, especially by the Gretulian Jarbas, 
who threatened war if he were refused. Thus pressed by the 
clamours of her own people, who desired to come into alliance 
with the natives, yet irrevocably determined to maintain exclusive 
fidelity to her first husband, she escaped the conflict by putting 
an end to her life. She pretended to acquiesce in the pro
position of a second marriage, requiring only delay sufficient to 
offer an expiatory sacrifice to the manes of Sichreus. A vast 
funeral pile was erected, and many victims slain upon it, in' 
the midst of which Dido pierced her own bosom with a sword 

,and perished in the flames. Such is the legend to which Virgil 
has given a new colour by interweaving the adventures of 
JEneas, and thus connecting the foundation legends of Carthage 
and Rome, careless of his deviation from the received mythical 
chronology. Dido was worshipped as a goddess at Carthage 
until the destruction of the city : 1 and it has been imagined 

1 "Quamdiu Carthago invicta fuit, pro Dell culta est.'' (Justin. xviii. 
6 ; Virgil, A!:neid, i. 34o-370.) We trace this legend about Dido up to 
Timreus (Timrei Frag. 23, ed. Didot): Philistus seems to have followed a 
different story-he said that Carthage had been founded by Azor and 
KarchMI\n (Philist. Fr. 50). Appian notices .both stories (De Reb. Pun. I) : 
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mmigrants of earlier date than the Sikels-by whom they 
1ad been invaded and restricted to the smaller western half of 
he island. The Sikels were said to have crossed over originally 
rom the south-western corner of the Calabrian peninsula, where 
L portion of the nation. still dwelt in the time of Thucydides. 
fhe territory known to Greek writers of the fifth century 1l;c. 
lY the names of CEnotria on the coast of the Mediterranean, 
md Italia on that of the Gulfs of .Tarentum and Squillace, 
ncluded all that lies south of a line drawn across the breadth 
lf the country, from the Gulf of Poseidonia (Pcestum) and the 
·iver Silarus on the Mediterranean Sea, to the north-west corner 
lf the Gulf of Tarentum. It was bounded northwards by the 
[apygians and Messapians, who occupied the Sal en tine peninsula 
md the country immediately adjoining to Tarentum, and by 
:he Peuketians on the Ionic Gulf. According to the logo
~raphers Pherekydes and Hellanikus,1 CEnotrus and Peuketius 
;vere sons of Lykaon, grandsons of Pelasgus, and emigrants in 
rery early times from Arcadia to this territory. An important 
;tatement in Stephan us Byzantinus 2 acquaints us that the serf
lopulation, whom the great Hellenic cities in this portion of 
[taly employed in the cultivation of their lanjis, were called 
Pelasgi, seemingly even in the historical times. It is upon this 
1ame probably that the mythical genealogy of Pherekydes is 
:onstructed. This CEnotrian . or Pelasgian . race were the 
>opulation whom the Greek colonists found there on their 
Lrrival. They were known apparently under other names, such as 
he Sikels (mentioned even in the Odyssey, though their exact 
ocality in that poem cannot be ascertained), the Italians or 
:tali, properly so called-the Morgetes-and the Chaones-all 
>f them names of tribes either cognate or subdivisional.3 The 
:::haones or Chaonians are also found not only in Italy, but in 
~pirus, as one of the most considerable of the Epirotic tribes ; 
vhile Pandosia, the ancient residence of the CEnotrian kings in 
he southern corner of Italy,4 was also the name of a township 
>r locality in Epirus, with a· neighbouring river Acheron in . 

1 Pherekyd. Fragm. 85, ed. Didot'; Hellanik. Fr. 53, ed. Didot ; 
)ionys. Halik. A. R. i. II, 13, 22; Skymnus Chius, v. 362; Pausan. 
·iii. 3. 5· 

2 Stephan. Byz. v. X<o• . . 
3 Aristot. Polit. vii. 9, 3· "!).Kovv o€ 'TO 1rpos .,.~, 'Ic11ru-ylav Kal 'TOV 'I&YwV 

"wves (or Xc!oves) .,.~, Ka'Aovp.ev71v ~lp•v· i?uav o€ Kal' ol Xwves Otvw.,.po• .,.o 
,fvus. 

Antiochus Fr. 3, 4, 6, 7, ed. Didot ;. Sttabo, vi. p. 254; Hesych. v. 
~wv71v; Dionys. Hal. A. R. i. 12. 

4 Li vy, viii. 24. 
VOL. IV. F 
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both. From hence, and from some other similarities of name, 
it has been imagined that Epirots, CEnotrians, Sikels, &c. were 
all names of cognate people, and all entitled to be comprehended 
under the generic appellation of Pelasgi. That they belongec' 
to the same ethnical kindred, there seems fair reason tc 
presume; and also that in point of language, manners, anc 
character, they were not very widely separated from the rudet 
branches of the Hellenic race. 

It would appear too (as far as any judgement can be formed 
on a point essentially obscure) that the CEnotrians were ethni
cally akin to the primitive population of Rome and Latium on 
one side, 1 as they were to the Epirots on the other ; and that 
tribes of this race, comprising Sikels, and Itali properly so 
called, as sections, had at one time occupied most of the 
territory from the left bank of the river Tiber southward 
between the Apennines and the Mediterranean. Both Hero
dotus, and his junior contemporary the Syracusan Antiochus, 
extend CEnotria as far northward as the river Silarus, 2 and 

1 For the early habitation of Sikels or Siculi in Latium and Campania, 
see Dionys. Hal. A. R. i. I-2! : it is curious that Siculi and Sicani, whether 
the same or different, the primitive ante-Hellenic population of Sicily, arE 
also numbered as the ante-Roman population of Rome: see Virgil, A<:neid · 
viii. 328, and Servius ad A<:neid. xi. 317. J 

The alleged ancient emigration of Evander from Arcadia to Latium form: I 
a parallel to the emigration of CEnotrus from Arcadia to Southern Italy a·, 
recounted by Pherekyd~s : it seems to have been mentioned even as earl: ' 
as in one of the Hesiodic poem; (Servius ad Virg. lEn. viii. 138): comparE~ 
Steph. Byz. v. llaAA<fv-rwv. The earliest Latin authors appear all to havt 
recognised Evander and his Arcadian emigrants: see Dionys. Hal. i. 31, 
32, ii. 9, with his references to Fabius Pictor and A<:lius Tubero, i. 79, So; 
also Cato ap. Solinum, c. 2. If the old reading 'Aptcci.awv, in Thncyd. vi. 
2 (which Bekker has now altered into :::!i<~<<Awv), be retained, Thucydides 
would also stand as witness for a migration from Arcadia into Italy. A 
third emigration of Pelasgi, from Peloponnesus to the river Sarnus in 
Southern Italy (near Pompeii), was mentioned by Conon (ap. Servium ap. 
Virg. lEn. vii. 730). 

2 Herodotus (i. 24-167) includes Elea (or Velia) in CEnottia-and 
Tarentum in ltalia; while Antioch us· considers Tarentum as in Iapygia, 
and the southern boundary of the Tarentine territory as the northern 
boundary of Italia: Dionysius of Hal\karnassus (Ar. ii. I) seems to cop} 
from Antiochus when he extends the CEnotrians along the whole south
western corner of Italy, within the line drawn from Tarentum to Poseidoni: 
or Prestum. Hence the appellation Oivwrolo<S P~O'OI to the two island.· 
opposite Elea (Strabo, vi. p. 253). Skymnus Chius (v. 247) recognises tl-
same boundaries. · 

Twelve CEnotrian cities are cited by name (in Stephanus Byzantinus) fr01 
the EvpW7r'1J of Hekatreus (Fragm. 30-39, eel. Didot): Sky lax in his Periph 
does not name CEnotrians; he enumerates Campanians, Samnites, an 
Lucanians (cap. 9-13). The intimate connexion between Miletus an 
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Sophokles includes the whole coast of the Mediterranean, 
from the Strait of Messina to the Gulf of Genoa, under the 
three successive names of CEnotria, the Tyrrhenian Gulf, and 
\,iguria.l Before or during the fifth century B.c., however, a 
}ifferent population, called Opicians, Oscans, or Ausonians, 
1ad descended from their original se·ats .on or north of the 
.\pennines,2 and had conquered the territory between Latium 
1.nd the Silarus, expelling or subjugating the CEnotrian in- . 
habitants, and planting outlying settlements even down to the 
Strait of Messina and the Lipanean isles. Hence the more 
precise Thucydides designates the. Campanian territory, in 
which Cum<.e stood, as the country of the Opici ; a denomi
nation which Aristotle extends to the river "Tiber, so as to 
comprehend within it Rome and Latium.3 Not mere~y Cam
pania, but in earlier times even Latium, originally occupied 

Sybaris would enable Hekat<eus to inform himself about the interior 
ffinotrian country. 

ffinotria and Italia together (as conceived by Antioch us and Herodotus) 
comprised what was known a century afterwards as Lucania and Bruttium : 
see Mannert, Geographie der Griech. und Romer, part ix. b. 9, ch. i. p. 86. 
Livy, sp~aking with reference to 317 B.c., when the Lucanian nation as 
well as the Bruttians were in full vigour, describes only the sea-coast of the 
'.ower sea as Grecian-" cum omni ora Grrecorum inferi maris a Thuriis 

· Neapolim et Cumas" (ix. 19). Verrius Flaccus considered the Sikels as 
:Cnzci (Festus, v. Major Gr<ecia, -ivith Muller's note). 
·. 1 Sophokll:s, . Triptolem. Fr. 527, eeL Dindorf. He places the lake 
}Avernus, which was close to the Campanian Cum<e, in Tyrrhenia: see 
·Lexicon Sophocleum, ad calc. ed. Brunck, v. ~Aopvos. Euripidl:s (Medea, 0 · 

'1310-1326) seems to extend Tyrrhenia to the Strait of Messina. 
2 Aristot. Polit. vii. 9, 3· <f«ovv ll~ rl> ,u~v 7rpl>s T~JV Tvpp11vlav 'O,.ucol, 

t<al 7rp6-repov 1<al vvv 1<o.ll.ovp.evoL rl)v ~?rli<A71CTLV A!Jcroves. Festus : "Ausoniam 
appellavit Anson, Ulys>is et Calypsos filius, earn primam partem Italire in 
qua sunt urbes Bcneventum et Cales : deinde paulatim tota quoque Italia 
qure Apennino finitur, dicta est A usonia," &c. The original Ansonia would 
thus coincicte nearly with the territory called Samnium, after the Sabine 
emigrants had conquered it: see Livy, viii. r6; Strabo, v. p. 250; Virg. 
lEn. _vii. 727, with Senius. Skymnus Chius (v. 227) has copied from the 
same source as Festus. For the extension of Ausonians along various parts 
of the more southern coast of Italy, even to Rhegium as well as to the 

'Lipar<ean isles, see Diodor. v. 7, 8; Cato; Origg. Fr. lib. iii. ap. Probum 
'ad Virg. · Bucol. v. 2. The Pythian priestess, in directing the Chalkidic 
·emigrants to Rhegium, says to them--"Ev8o. 1r6ll.w ot"'C•, liLilol 13' cro·L A!Jcrovo. 
xrfJpo.v (Diodor. Fragm. xiii. p. II, ap. Scriptt. Vatic. ed. Maii). Temesa 

"is Ausonian in Strabo, vi. p. 255· 
· 3 Thucyd. vi. 3; Aristot. ap. Dronys. Hal. A. R. i. 72. 'Axcuwv rtvo.s 
TWv &,.~ Tpol71s &va.Kop.t(op.<vwv-ll\8elv els rov r&?rov roilrov ri)s '07rt!<i)s, ts 
'Kal\elrat Aci.rtov. 

Even in the time of Cato the elder, the Greeks comprehended the Romans 
'under the general, and with them contemptuous, designation of Opici (Cato 
,ap. Plin. H. N. xxii. I : see Antiochus ap. Strab. v. p. 242). 
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by a Sikel or LEnotrian population, appears to have been · 
partially overrun and subdued by fiercer tribes from the 
Apennines, and had thus received a certain intermixture of 
Oscan race. But in· the regions south of Latium, these Oscan 
conquests were still more overwhelming ; and to this cause (in 
the belief of inquiring Greeks of the fifth century B.c.) 1 were 
owing the first migrations of the LEnotrian race out of Southern 
Italy, which wrested the larger portion of Sicily from the 
pre-existing Sikanians. 

This imperfect account, representing the ideas of Greeks of 
the fifth century B.c. as to the early population of Southern 
Italy, is borne out by the fullest comparison which can be 
made between the Greek, Latin, and Oscan language-the 
first two certainly, and the third probably, sisters of the same 
Indo-European family of languages. While the analogy, 
structural and radical, between Greek and Latin, establishes 
completely such community of family-and while comparative 
philology proves that on many points the Latin departs less 
from the supposed common type and mother-language than 
the Greek-there exists also in the former a non-Grecian 
element, and non-Grecian classes of words, which appear to 
imply a confluence of two or more different people with distinct 
tongues. The same non-Grecian element, thus traceable in 
the Latin, seems to present itself still more largely developed 
in the scanty remains of the Oscan.2 Moreover the Greek 

1 Thucyd. vi. 2. ::itKEAol ~€ i~ 'ITall[as r/JEV?'OVTES 'OmKo/Js '6ti/31}1J"av is 
::iucel\lav (see a Fragment of the geographer Menippus of Pergamus, in 
Hudson's Geogr. Minor. i. p. 76). Antiochus stated that the Sikels were 
driven out of Italy into Sicily by the Opicians and <Enotrians; but the 
Sikels themselves, according to him, were also <Enotrians (Dionys. H. i. 
12-22). It is remarkable that Antiochus (who wrote at a time when the 
name of Rome had not begun to exercise that fascination over men's minds 
which the Roman power afterwards occasioned), in setting forth the mythical 
antiquity of the Sikels and <Enotrians, represents the eponymous Sikelus as 
an exile from Rome, who came into the south of Italy to the king Morges, 
successor of Italus-'E7rel '6€ 'ITal\os Kanrflpa, M6p/'1JS ~/3acr(l\evtJ"ev. 'E7rl 
TOVTOV 1)€ av1w &cplKETO ~/{ 'PciJp.'YJS cpv')'as, ::iiKEAOS ~vop.a abT<f (Antiochus ap. 
Dionys. H. i. 73: compare c. 12). 

Philistus considered Sikelus to be a son of Italus : both he and Hellanikns 
believed in early migrations from Italy into Sicily, but described the 
emigrants differently (Philistus, Fragm. 2, ed. Didot). 

2 See the learned observations upon the early languages of Italy and 
Sicily, which MUller has prefixed to his· work on the Etruscans (Einleitung, 
i. 12). I transcribe the following summary of his views respecting the early 
Italian dialects and races:-" The notions which we thus obtain respecting 
the early languages of Italy are as follows : the Sikel, a sister language 
nearly allied to the Greek or Pelasgic; the Latin, compounded ·from the 
Sikel an<;i froiJ?. the r9.1-\gher dialect of the men called Aborigines; the Oscan, 
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colonies in Italy and Sicily caught several peculiar words 
from their association with the Sikels, which words approach 
in most cases very nearly to the Latin -so that a resemblance 
thus appears between the language of Latium on the one side, 
and that of CEnotrians and Sikels (in Southern Italy and 
Sicily) on the other, prior to the establishments of the Greeks. 
These are the two extremities of the Sikel population ; between 
them appear in the intermediate country the Oscan or Auso
nian tribes and language; and these latter seem to have been 
in a great measure conquerors and intruders from the central 
mountains. Such analogies of language countenance the 
supposition of Thucydides and Antiochus, that these Sikels 
had once been spread over a still larger portion of Southern 

akin to the Latin in both its two elements ; the language spoken by the 
Sabine emigrants in their various conquered territories, Oscan;. the Sabine 
proper, a distinct and peculiar language, yet nearly connected with the non
Grecian element in Latin and Oscan, as well as with the language of the 
oldest Ausonians and Aborigines." 

[N.B. This last statement respecting the original Sabine language, is 
very imperfectly made out : it seems equally probable that the Sabellians 
may have differed from the Oscans no more than the Dorians from the 
lonians: see Niebuhr, Rom. Gesch. t. i. p. 6g.] 
' "Such a comparison of languages presents to us a certain view, which I 
shall here brief! y unfold, of the earliest history of the Italian races. At a 
period anterior to all records, a single people, akin to the Greeks, dwelling 
extended from the south of Tuscany down to the Straits of Messina, occupies 
in the upper part of its territory only the valley of the Tiber-lower down, 
occupies the mountainous districts also, and in the south, stretches across 
from sea to sea-called Sikels, CEnotrians, or Peucetians: Other mountain 
tribes, powerful though not widely extended, live in the northern Abruzzo 
and its neighbourhood : in the east the Sabines, southward from them the 
cognate Marsi, more to the west the Aborigines, and among them probably 
the old Ausonians or Oscaiis; About rcoo years prior to the Christian rera, 
there arises among these tribes (from whom almost all the popular migrations 
in ancient Italy have proceeded) a inovement.whereby the Aborigines more 
northward, the Sikels more southward, are precipitated upon the Sikels ·of 
the plains beneath. Many thousands of the great Sikel nation withdraw to 
their brethren the CEnotrians, and by degrees still farther across the Strait 
to the island of Sicily. Others of them remain stationary in their residences, 
and form, in conjunction with the Aborigines, the Latin nation-in con
junction with the Ausonians, the Oscan nation : the latter extends itself 
over what was afterwards called Samnium and Campania. Still the popu
lation and power of these mountain tribes, especially that of the Sabines, ' 
goes on perpetually on the increase ; as they pressed onward towards the 
Tiber, at the period when Rome was· only a single town, so they also 
advanced southwards, and conquered-first, the mountainous Opica ; next 
some centuries later, the Opician plain, Campania; lastly, the ancient 
country of the CEnotrians, afterwards de11ominated Lucania." 

Compare Niebuhr, Riimisch. Geschicht. vol. i. p. So, znd edit., and the 
first chapter of Mr. Donaldson!s Varronianus. 
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Italy, and had migrated from thence into Sicily in consequence 
of Oscan invasions. The element of affinity existing between 
Latins, CEnotrians and Sikels-to a certain degree also between 
all of them together and the Greeks, but not extending to the 
Opicians or Oscans, or to the Iapygians-may be called 
Pelasgic for want of a better name. But by whatever name 
it be called, the recognition of its existence connects and 
explains many isolated circumstances in the early history of 
Rome as well as in that of the Italian and Sicilian Greeks. 

The earliest Grecian colony in Italy or Sicily, of which we 
know the precise date, is placed about 7 35 B.c., eighteen years 
subsequent to the Varronian rera of Rome; so that the causes, 
tending to subject and. hellenise the Sikel population in the 
southern region, begin their operation nearly at the same time 
as those which tended gradually to exalt and aggrandise the 
modified variety of it which existed in Latium. At that time, 
according to the information given to Thucydides, the Sikels 
had been established for three centuries in Sicily. Hellanikus 
and Philistus-who both recognised a similar migration into 
that island out of Italy, though they give different names both 
to the emigrants and to those who expelled them-assign to 
the migration a date three generations before the Trojan war.l 
Earlier than 735 B.C., however, ·though we do not know the 
precise rera of its commencement, there existed one solitary 
Grecian establishment in the Tyrrhenian Sea-the Campanian 
Cumre near Cape Misenum ; which the more common opinion 
of chronologists supposed to have been founded in 1050 B.C., 

and which has even been carried back by some authors to 
1139 B.c.2 Without reposing any faith in this early chron
ology, we may at least feel certain that it is the most ancient 
Grecian establishment in any part of Italy, and that a con
siderable time elapsed before any other Greek colonists were 
bold enough· to cut themselves off from the Hellenic world by 
occupying seats on the other side of the Strait of Messina, 3 

1 Thucyd. vi. 2; Philistus, Frag. 2, ed. Didot. 
2 Strabo, v. p. 243; Velleius Patercul. i. 5; Eusebius, p. 121. M. 

Raoul Rochette, assuming a different computation of the date of the Trojan 
war, pushes the date of Cumre still further back to Il39 B.c. (Histoire des 
Colonies Grecques, book iv. c. 12, p. 100). 

The mythes of Cumre extended to a period preceding the Chalkidic 
settlement. See the stories of Aristreus and Dredalus ap. Sallust. Fragment. 
Incert. p. 204, ed. Delphin. ; and Servius ad Virgil. .tEneid. vi. 17. The 
fabulous Thespiadre, or primitive Greek settlers in Sardinia, we,re supposed 
in early ages to have left, that island and retired to Cumre (Diodor. v. 15). 

a Ephorns, Frag. 52, ed, Didot. 
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with all the hazards of Tyrrhenian piracy as well as of Scylla 
and Charybdis. The Campanian Cumre (known almost en
tirely by this its Latin designation) received its name and a 
portion of its inhabitants from the JEolic Kyme in Asia Minor. 
A joint band of settlers, partly from this latter town, partly from 
Chalkis in Eubcea-the former under the Kymrean Hippokles, 
the latter under the Chalkidian Megasthenes-having combined 
to form the new town, it was settled by agreement that Kyme 
should bestow the name, and that Chalkis should enjoy the 
title and honours of the mother-city.1 . . 

Cumre, situated on the neck of the peninsula, which 
terminates in Cape Misenum, occupied a lofty and rocky 
hill overhanging the sea, 2 and difficult of access on the land 
side. The unexampled fertility of the 'Phlegrrean plains in the 
immediate vicinity of the city, the copious supply of fish in the 
Lucrine lake,3 and the gold-mines in the neighbouring islana 
of Pithekusre-both subsisted and• enriched the colonists. 
Being joined by fresh settlers from Chalkis, from.Eretria, and 
even from Samos, they became numerous enough to form 
distinct towns at Dikrearchia and Neapolis, thus spreading 
over a large portion of the Bay of Naples. In the hollow 
rock under rhe very walls of the town was situated the cavern 
of the p~ophetic Sibyl-a parallel and reproduction of the 
Gergithian Sibyl near Kyme in JEolis. Iri the immediate 
neighbourhood, too, stood the wild woods and dark lake of 
Avernus, consecrated to the subterranean gods and offering an 
establishment of priests, with ceremonies evoking the dead for 
purposes of prophecy or for solving doubts and mysteries. It 
was here that Grecian imagination localised the Cimmerians 
and the fable of Odysseus; and the Cum::eans derived gains 
from the numerous visitors to this holy spot,11 perhaps hardly 
less' than those of the inhabitants of Krissa from the vicinity 
of Delphi. Of the relations of these Cumreans with the 
Hellenic world generally, we unfortunately know nothing. 

1 Strabo, v. p. 243 ; Velleius Paterc. i. 5· 
2 See the site of Cumre as described by Agathias (on occasion of the 

siege of the place by Na~ses, in 552 A.D.), I:-Iistor. i. 8-ro; also by Strabo, 
v. p. 244. 

8 Diodor. iv. 21, v. 71 ; Polyb. iii. 91 ; Pliny, H. N. iii. 5; Livy, viii. 
22. "In Baiano sinu Campanire contra Puteolanam civitatem lacus sunt 
duo, A vern us et Lucrinus: qui olim propter piscium copiam vectigalia 
magna prrestabant" (Servius ad Virg. Georgie. ii. 161). 

4 Strabo, v. p. 243· Kal elcd?rll.e6v -ye oi 1rpo6uu6p.evot Kal lll.au6p.evot 
'Tolls ~ea-rax6ovlovs· Oalpovas, lJvTwv TWv VcprryovfJ.Evwv 'TO. 'Totd8e IepEwv., 
i)p-yoll.a/3'1JK6'1'WV 'l'bV '1'01rOV. , 
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But they seem to have been in intimate connexion with Rome 
during the time of the Kings, and especially during that of the 
last king Tarquin ; 1 forming the intermediate link between the 
Greek and Latin world, whereby the feelings of the Teukrians 
and Gergithians near the A<:olic Kyme, and the legendary 
stories of Trojan as well as Grecian heroes-A<:neas and 
Odysseus-passed into the antiquarian imagination of Rome 
and Latium.2 The writers of the Augustan age knew Cum<e 
only in its decline, and wondered at the vast extent of its 
ancient walls, yet remaining in their time. But during the 
two centuries prior to soo B.c., these walls enclosed a full and 
thriving population, in the plenitude of prosperity,-with a 
surrounding territory extensive as well as fertile, 3 resorted to 
by purchasers of corn from Rome in years of scarcity, and 
unassailed as yet by formidable neighbours-and with a coast 
and harbours well-suited to maritime commerce. At that 
period the town of Capua (if indeed it existed at all) was of 
very inferior importance. The chief part of the rich plain 
around it was included in the possessions of Cum<e : 4 not 
unworthy probably, in the sixth century B.C., to be numbered 
with Sybaris and Krot6n. 

The decline of Cum<e begins in the first half of the fifth 
century B.c. (soo-450 B.c.), first from the growth Of hostile 
powers in the interior-the Tuscans and Samnites-next from 
violent intestine dissensions and a destructive despotism. The 
town was assailed by a formidable host of invaders from the 
interior, Tuscans reinforced by U mbrian and Daunian allies; 
which Dionysius refers to the 64th Olympiad (524-520 B.c.), 
though upon what chronological authority we do not know, 
and though this same time is marked by Eusebius as the date . 

1 Dionys. H. iv. 6r, 6z, vi. zr; Livy, ii. 34· 
2 See, respecting the transmission of ideas and fables from the .Malic 

Kyme to Cumre in Campania, the first volume of this History, chap. xv. 
The father of Hesiod was a native of the .Malic Kyme: we find in 

the Hesiodic Theogony (adjin.) mention of Latinus as the son of Odysseus 
and Circe: Servius cites the same from the 'A<1'7r<Oo7roda of Hesiod (Servius 
ad Virg. lEn. xii. r6z; compare Cato, Fragment. p. 33, ed. Lion). The 
great family of the Mamilii at Tusculum also derived their origin from 
Odysseus and Circe (Livy, i. 49). · 

The tomb of Elpenl\r, the lost companion of Odysseus, was shown at 
Circeii in the days of Theophrastus (Hist. Plant. v. 8, 3) and Skylax 
(c. IO). 

Hesiod notices the promontory of Pell\rus, the Strait of Messina, and the 
islet of Ortygia at Syracuse (Diodor. iv. 85 ; Strabo. i. p. 23). 

3 Livy, ii. 9· 
4 Niebuhr, Romisch. Geschicht. vol. i. p. 76, 2nd edit. 
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of the foundation of Dikrearchia from Cumre. The invaders, 
in spite of great disparity of number, were bravely repelled by 
the Cumreans, chiefly through the heroic example of a citizen 
then first known and distinguished-Aristodemus Malakus. 
The government of the city was oligarchical, and the oligarchy 
from that day became jealous of Aristodemus; who, on his 
part, acquired extraordinary popularity and influence among 
the people. Twenty years afterwards, the Latin city of Aricia, 
an ancient ally of Cumre, being attacked by a Tuscan host, 
entreated succour from the Cumreans. The oligarchy of the 
latter thought this a good opportunity to rid themselves of 
Aristodemus, whom they despatched by sea to Aricia, with 
rotten vessels and an insufficient body of troops. But their 
stratagem failed and proved their ruin ; for · the skill and 
intrepidity of Aristodemus sufficed for the rescue of Aricia. 
He brought back his troops victorious and devoted to himself 
personally. He then, partly by force, partly by stratagem, 
subverted the oligarchy, put to death the principal rulers, and 
constituted himself despot. By a jealous energy, by disarming 
the people, and by a body of mercenaries, he maintained him
self in this authority for twenty years, running his career of 
lust and iniquity until old age. At length a conspiracy of the 
oppressed population proved successful against him ; he was 
slain with all his family, and many of his chief partisans, and 
the former government was restored.1 

The despotism of Aristodemus falls during the exile of the 
expelled Tarquin 2 (to whom he gave shelter) from Rome, and 
during the government of Gelon at Syracuse. Such a calam
itous period of dissension and misrule was one of the great 
causes of the decline of Cumre. Nearly at tJle same time, 
the Tuscan power, both by land and sea, appears at its 
maximum; while the Tuscan establishment at Capua also 
begins, if we adopt the rera of the town as given by Cato.3 

There was thus created at the expense of Cumre a powerful 
city, which was still further aggrandised afterwards when 
conquered and occupied by the Samnites; whose invading 
tribes, under their own name or that of Lucanians, extended 
themselves during <the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. even to 
the shores of the Gulf of Tarentum. 4 Cumre was also exposed 

1 The history of Aristodemus Malakus is given at some length by Dionysius 
of Halikarnassus (viii. 3-10). 

2 Livy, ii. 21. 3 Velleius Patercul. i. 5· 
' Compare Strabo, v. p. 250; vi. p. 264. "Cumanos Osca mutavit 

vicinia," says V elleius, l. c. 
F2 
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to formidable dangers from the sea-side : a fleet either of 
Tuscans alone, or of Tuscans and Carthaginians united, assailed 
it in 474 B.c., when it was only rescued by the active interposi
tion of Hiero despot of Syracuse ; by whose naval force the 
invaders were repelled with slaughter.1 These incidents go 
partly to indicate, partly to explain, the decline of the most 
ancient Hellenic settlement in Italy-a decline from which it 
never recovered. 

After briefly sketching the history of Cum::e, we pass naturally 
to that series of powerful colonies which were established in 
Sicily and Italy beginning with 7 35 B. c.-enterprises in which 
Chalkis, Corinth, Megara, Sparta, the Ach::eans in Peloponnesus 
and the Lokrians out of Peloponnesus, were all concerned. 
Chalkis, the metropolis of Cum::e, became also the metropolis 
of Naxos, the most ancient Grecian colony in Sicily, on the 

. eastern coast of the island, between the Strait of Messina and 
Mount JEtna. 

The great number of Grecian settlements, from different 
colonising towns, which appear to have taken effect within a 
few years upon the eastern coast of Italy and Sicily-from the 
Iapygian Cape to Cape Pachynus-leads us to suppose that 
the extraordinary capacities of the country for receiving new 
settlers had become known only suddenly. The colonies 
follow so close upon each other, that the example of the first 
cannot have been the single determining motive to those which 
followed. I shall have occasion to point out, even a century 
later (on the occasion of the settlement of Kyrene), the narrow 
range of Grecian navigation ; so that the previous supposed 
ignorance would not be at all incredible, were it not for the 
fact of the pr~-existing colony of Cwn::e. According to the 
practice universal with Grecian ships-*<hich rarely permitted 
themselves to·lose sight of the coast except in cases of absolute 
necessity-every man, who navigated from Greece to Italy or 
Sicily, first coasted along the shores of Akarnania and Epirus 
until he reached the latitude of Korkyra ; he then struck across 
first to that island, next to the Iapygian promontory, from 
whence he proceeded along the eastern coast of Italy (the 
Gulfs of Tarentum and Squillace) to the southern promontory 
of Calabria and the Sicilian Strait ; he would then sail, still 
coast-wise, either to Syracuse or to Cum::e, according to his 
destination. So different are nautical habits now, that this 
fact requires special notice. We must recollect moreover, 
that in 7 35 B.C., there were yet no Grecian settlements either • 

1 Diodor. xi. 51; Pindar. Pyth. i. 71. 
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in Epirus or in Korkyra : outside of the Gulf of Corinth, the 
world was non-Hellenic, with the single exception of the 
remote Cum::e. A little before the last-mentioned period, 
Theokles (an Athenian or a Chalkidian-pr0bably the latter), 
being cast by storms on the coast of Sicily, became acquainted 
with the tempting character of the soil, as well as with the 
dispersed and half-organised condition of the petty Sikel com
munities who occupied it.1 The oligarchy of Chalkis, acting 
upon the information which he brought back, sent out under 
his guidance settlers, 2 Chalkidian and Naxian, who founded 
the Sicilian Naxos. Theok1es and his companions on landing 
first occupied the eminence of Taurus, immediately over
hanging the sea (whereon was established foiJr centuries after
wards· the town of Tauromenium, after Naxos had been 
destroyed by the Syracusan despot Dionysius); for they had 
to make good their position against the Sikels, who were in 
occupation of 'the neighbourhood, and whom it was requisite 
either to dispossess, or to subjugate. After they had acquired 
secure possession of the territory, the site of the city was 
transferred to a convenient spot adjoining; but . the _,.hill 
first occupied remained ever memorable, both to Greeks -and 
to Sikels. On it was erected the altar of Apollo Archegetes, 
the divine pa:tron who (through his oracle at Delphi) had 
sanctioned and determined Hellenic colonisation in the island. 
The altar remained permanently as a sanctuary, common to all 
the Sicilian Greeks, where the The6rs or· sacred envoys from 
their various cities, when they visited the Olympic and other 
festivals of Greece, were always in the habit of offering sacrifice 
immediately before their departure. To the indigenous Sikels 
who maintained their autonomy, on the other hand, the hill 
was an object of lasting but odious recollection, as the spot in 
which Grecian conquest and intrusion had first begun ; so that 
at the distance of three centuries and a half from the event, 
we find them still animated by this sentiment in obstructing 
the foundation of Tauromenium.3 

At the time when Theokles landed, the Sikels were in pos
session of the larger half of the island, lying chiefly to the 

1 Thucyd. ~i. 3; Strabo, vi. p. 267. 
2 The admixture of Naxian colonists may be admitted, as well upon the 

presumption arising from the name, as from the statement of Hellanikus, 
ap. Stephan. Byz. v. Xaluds. 

Ephorus put together into one the Chalkidian and the Megarian migra
tions, which Thucydides represents as distinct (Ephorus ap. Strabo, vi. p, 
267). . . ., 

3 Thucyd. vi. 3 ; Diodor. xiv. 59-88. I 
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east of the Hera'!an mountains 1-a continuous ridge stretch
ing from north-west to south-east, distinct from that chain of 
detached mountains, much higher, called the Nebrodes, which 
run nearly parallel with the northern shore. West of the 
Her::ean hills were situated the Sikans ; and west of these latter, 
Eryx and Egesta, the possessions of the Elymi : along the western 
portion of the northern coast, also, were placed Motye, Soloeis, 
and Panormus (now Palermo); the Phenician or Carthaginian 
seaports. The formation (or at least the extension) of these 
three last-mentioned ports, however, was a consequence of the 
multiplied Grecian colonies ; for the Phenicians down to this 
time had not founded any territorial or permanent establish
ments, but had. contented themselves with occupying in a 
temporary way various capes or circumjacent islets, for the 
purpose of trade with the interior. The arrival of formidable 
Greek settlers, maritime like themselves, induced them to 
abandon these outlying factories, and to concentrate their 
strength in the three considerable towns above named, all near 
to that corner of the island which approached most closely to 
Carthage. The east side of Sicily, and most part of the south, 
were left open to the Greeks, with no other opposition than 
that of.the indigenous Sikels and Sikans, who were gradually 
expelled from a11 contact with the sea-shore, except on part of the 
north side of the island-and who were indeed so unpractised 
at sea as well as destitute of shipping, that in the tale of their 
old migration out of Italy into Sicily, the Sikels were affirmed 
to have crossed the narrow strait upon rafts at a moment of 
favourable wind. 2 • 

In the very next year 8 to the foundation of Naxos, Corinth 
began her part in the colonisation of the island. A body of 
settlers, under the CEkist Archias, landed in the islet Ortygia, 
farther southward on the eastern coast, expelled the Sikel 
occupants, and laid the first stone of the mighty Syracuse. 
Ortygia, two English miles in circumference, was separated 
from the main island only by a narrow channel, which was 
bridged over when the city was occupied and enlarged by 
Gelon in the 72nd Olympiad, if not earlier. It formed only a 
small part, though the most secure and best-fortified part, of 

1 Mannert places the boundary of Sikels and Sikans at these mountains : 
Otto Siefert (Akragas und sein Gebiet, Hamburg, 1845, p. 53) places it at 
the Gemelli Calles, rather more to the westward-thus contracting the 
domain of the Sikans : compare Diodor. iv. 82-83. 

2 Thucyd. vi. 2. 
s Mr. Fynes Clinton discusses the rera of Syracuse, Fasti Hellenici, ad 

B.C. 734, and the same work·vol. ii. Appendix xi. p. 264. 
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be mentioned, though we cannot assign the exact date of it. 
The town of Zankle (now Messina), on the strait between Italy 
and Sicily, was at first occupied by certain privateers or pirates 
from Cumre-the situation being eminently convenient for their 
operations. But the success of the other Chalkidic settlements 
imparted to this nest of pirates a more enlarged and honourable 
character. A body of new settlers joined them from Chalkis 
and other towns of Eubcea, the land was regularly divided, and 
two joint cekists were provided to qualify the town as a member 
of the Hellenic communion-Perieres from Chalkis, and 
Kratremenes from Cumre. The name Zankle had been given 
by the primitive Sikel occupants of the place, meaning in their 
language a sickle; but it was afterwards changed to Messene 
by Anaxilas despot of Rhegium, who, when he conquered the 
town, introduced new inhabitants in a manner hereafter to be 
noticed.1 · 

Besides these emigrations direct from Greece, the Hellenic 
colonies in Sicily became themselves the founders of sub
colonies. Thus the Syracusans, seventy years after their own 
settlement (B.C. 664), founded Akrre-Kasmenre, twenty years 
afterwards (B.c. 644), and Kamarina forty-five years after 
Kasmenre (B.C. 599) : Daskon and Menekohis were the cekists 
of the latter, which became in process of time an independent 
and considerable town, while Akrre and Kasmenre seem to have 
remained subject to Syracuse. Kamarin;:t was on the south
western side of the island, forming the boundary of the Syra
cusan territory towards Gela. Kallipolis was established from 
Naxos, al).d Eubcea (a town so called) from Leontini. 2 

Hitherto the Greeks had colonised altogether on the territory 
of the Sikels. But the three towns which remain to be men
tioned were all. founded in that of the Sikans 3-Agrigentum 
or Akragas-Selint1s-and Himera. The two former were both 
on the south-western coast-Agrigentum bordering upon Gela 
on the one side and upon SelinO.s on the other. Himera was 
situated on the westerly portion of the northern coast-the 
single Hellenic establishment, in the time of Thucydides, which 
that long line of coast presented. The inhabitants of the 
Hyblrean Megara were .founders of Selinus, about 63o B.c., a 

1 Thucyd. vi. 4· 2 Strabo, vi. p. 272. 
8 ,Stephan us Byz. ltKav[a, -lpr•pixwpos 'AKpayav-rlvwv. Herodot. vii. I 70; 

Diodor. iv. 78. 
Vessa, the most considerable among the Sikanian townships or ·villages, 

with its prince· Teutus, is said to have been conquered by Phalaris despot of 
Agrigentum, through a mixture of craft and force (Polyren. v. I, 4). 
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century after their own establishment. The cekist Pamillus, 
according to the usual Hellenic practice, was invited from their 
metropolis Megara in Greece Proper, but we are not told how 
many fresh settlers came with him : the language of Thucydides 
leads us to suppose that the new town was peopled chiefly from 
the H ybla!an Megarians themselves. The town of Akragas or 
Agrigentum, called after the neighbouring river of the former 
name, was founded from Gela in B.C. 582. Its cekists were 
Aristonous and Pystilus, and it received the statutes and 
religious characteristics of. Gela. Himera, on the other hand, 
was'founded from Zankle, under three cekists, Eukleides, Simus, 
and Sakon. The chief part of its inhabitants were of Chalkidic 
race, and its legal and religious characteristics were Chalkidic. 
But a portion of the settlers were Syracu~an exiles, called 
Myletida!, who had been expelled from home by a sedition, so 
that the Himera!an dialect was a mixture of Doric and Chalkidic. 
Himera was situated not far from the towns of the Elymi-
Eryx and Egesta. · 

Such were the chief establishments founded by the Greeks in 
Sicily during the two centuries after their first settlement in 
735 B.c. The few particulars just stated respecting them are 
worthy of all confidence-for they come to us from Thucydides 
-but they are unfortunately too few to afford the least satisfac
tion to our curiosity. It cannot be doubted that these first two 
centuries were periods of steady increase and prosperity among 
the Sicilian Greeks, undisturbed by those distractions and 
calamities which supervenedafte!wards, and which led indeed to 
the extraordinary aggrandisement of some of their communities, 
but also to the ruin of several others. Moreover it seems that 
the Carthaginians in Sicily gave them no trouble until the time 
of Gelon. Their position will indeed seem singularly advan
tageous, if we consider the extraordinary fertility of the soil in 
this fine island, especially near the sea-its capacity for corn, 
wine and oil, the species of cultivation to which the Greek 
husbandman had been accustomed under less favourable 
circumstances-its abundant fisheries on the coast, so important 
in Grecian diet, and continuing undiminished even at the 
present day-together with sheep, cattle, hides, wool, and 
timber from the native population in the interior. These 
natives seem to have been of rude pastoral habits, dispersed 
either among petty hill-villages, or in caverns hewn out of the 
rock, like tl).e primitive inhabitants of the Balearic islands and 
Sardinia; so that Sicily like New Zealand in our century, was 
now for the first time approached by organised industry and 
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tillage.1 Their progress, though very great, during this most 
prosperous interval (between the foundation of Naxos in 735 
B.C. to the reign of Gelon at Syracuse in 485 B.c.), is not to be 
compared to that of the English colonies in America ; but it 
was nevertheless very great, and appears greater from being 
concentrated as it was in and around a few cities. Individual 
spreading and separation of residence were rare, nor did they 
consist either with the security or the social feelings of a Grecian 
colonist. The city to which he belonged was the central point 
of his existence, where the produce which he raised was brought 
home to be stored or sold, and where alone his active life, 
political, domestic, religious, recreative, &c., was carried on. 
There were dispersed throughout the territory of the city small 
fortified places and garrisons,2 serving as temporary protection 
to the cultivators in case of sudden inroad ; but there was no 
permanent residence for the free citizen except the town itself. 
This was, perhaps, even more the case in a colonial settlement, 
where everything began and spread from one central point, than 
in Attica, where the separate villages had once nourished a 
population politically independent. It was in the town, there
fore, that the aggregate increase _of the colony palpably 
concentrated itself-property 'as well as population-'--private 
comfort and luxury not less than public force and grandeur. 
Such growth and improvement was of course sustained by the 
cultivation of the territory, but the evidences· of it were most 

1 Of these Sikel or Si)<an caverns many traces yet remain ; see Otto Sie
fert, Akragas und sein Gebiet, .PP· 39, 45, 49, 55, and the work of Captain 
W. H. Smyth-Sicily and its Islands, London, 1824, p. 190. 

"These cryptre (observes the latter) appear to have been the earliest 
effort of a primi,tive and pastoral people towards a town, and are generally 
without regularity as to shape and magnitude : in after-ages they perhaps 
served as a retreat in time of danger, and as a place of security, in case of 
extraordinary alarm, for women, children, and valuables. In this light, I 
was particularly struck with the resemblance these rude habitations bore to 
the caves I had·seen in Owhyhee, for similar uses. The Troglodyte villages 
of Northern Africa, of which I saw several, are .also precisely the same. 

"The rock caves of Sicily are remarkable. The southern walls of Agri
gentum are formed of a continued _line of rocks which supported the town. 
In the inside of this natural wall are excavated the tombs of (probably) the 
principal citizens. The very interesting ruins of little A krre, high up in the 
Henean range, nestle under a cliff in which numbers of tombs are excavated. 
The Necropolis of Syracuse, between Achradina and the Great Harbour, is 
composed of similar rock'excavations: and there are subterraneous galleries 
or catacombs also high up in Epipolre." . · 

About the early cave-residences in Sardinia and the Balearic islands, con
sult Diodor. v. 15-1'7. 

2 Thucydid. vi. 45· -ra ,...p,,..&ll.<a Ta ~v -rjl xwp'f (of Symcuse). 
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manifest in the town. The large population which we shall 
have occasion to notice as belonging to Agrigentum, Sybaris, 
and other cities, will illustrate this position. 

There is another point of some importance to mention in 
regard to the Sicilian and Italian cities. The population of the 
town itself may have been principally, though not wholly, Greek; 
but the population of the territory belonging to the town, or of 
the dependent villages which covered it, must have been in a 
great measure Sikel or Sikan. The proof of this is found in a 
circumstance common to all the Sicilian and Italian Greeks
the peculiarity of their weights, measures, monetary system, and 
language. The pound and ounce are divisions and denomina
tions belonging altogether to Italy and Sicily, and unknown 
originally to the Greeks, whose scale consisted of the obolus, 
the drachma, the mina, and the talent. Among the Greeks, 
too, the metal first and most commonly employed for money was 
silver, while in Italy and Sicily copper was the primitive metal 
made use of. Now among aU the Italian and Sicilian Greeks a 
scale of weight and money arose quite different from that of the 
Greeks at home, formed by a combination and adjustment of 
the one of these systems to the other. It is in many points 
complex and difficult to understand, but in the final result the 
native system seems to be predominant, and the Grecian system 
subordinate.l Such a consequence as this could not have 
ensued, if the Greek settlers in Italy and Sicily had kept them
selves apart as communities, and had merely carried on 
commerce and barter with communities of Sikels. It implies 
a fusion of the two races in the same community, though 
doubtless in the relation of superior and subject, and not in that 
of equals. The Greeks on arriving in the island expelled the 

1 Respecting the statical and monetary system, prevalent among the 
Italian and Sicilian Greeks, see Aristot. Fragment. 'll"epl llo.\<TE<c;w, ed. 
Neumann, p. I02; Pollux, iv. I74. ix. So-87; and above all, Boeckh, 
Metrologie, ch. xviii. p. 292, and the abstract and review of that work in 
the Classical Museum, No. I; also 0. MUller, Die Etrusker, val. i. p. 309. 

The Sicilian Greeks reckoned by tale1its, each consisting of I 20 litrae or 
libra; : the h:gin::ean a bolus was the equivalent of the litra, having been 
the value in silver of a pound weight of copper, at the time when the 
valuation was taken. 

The common denominations of money and weight (with the exception of 
the talent, the meaning of which was altered while the word was retained) 
seem to have been all borrowed by the Italian and Sicilian Greeks from the 
Sikel or Italic scale, not from the Grecian-voil,u,uos, .\lTpa.. lietu1.71.<Tpov, 
'II"EVT'IjiCOVT<fAlTpov, 'II"EVT06'"'fiClOV, ~~as, TETpas, TplaS, 1i,u£va., 1i,u<.\fTp<OV (see 
Fragments of Epicharmus and Sophron, ap. Ahrens 'de Dialecto Dorica, 
Appendix, pp. 435, 47I, 472, and Athena;. xi. p. 479). 
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are now, there is full reason for believing that they musi: have 
been far greater in ancient times. For it has been visited by 
repeated earthquakes, each of which has left calamitous marks 
of devastation. Those of 1638 and 1783 (especially the latter, 
whose destructive effects were on a terrific scale both as to 
life and property 1) are of a date sufficiently recent to admit of 
recording and measuring the damage done by each ; and that 
damage, in many parts of the south-western coast, was great 
and irrepiuable. Animated as the epithets are, therefore; with 
which the modern traveller paints the present fertility of 
Calabria, we are warranted in enlarging their meaning when 
we conceive the country as it stood between 720-320 B.c., the 
period of Grecian occupation and independence ; while the 
unhealthy air which now desolates the plains generally, seems 
then to have been felt only to a limitctd extent, and over 
particular localities. The founders of Tarentum, Sybaris, 
Kroton, Lokri, and Rhegium, planted themselves in situations 
of unexampled promise to the industrious-cultivator, which the 
previous inhabitants had turned to little account; though since 
the subjugation of the Grecian cities, these once rich possessions 
have sunk into poverty and depopulation, especially during 
the last three centuries, from insalubrity, indolence, bad 

• administration, and fear of the Barbary corsairs. 
The "CEnotrians, Sikels, or Italians, who were in possession 

of these territories in 7 20 B.c., seem to have been rude petty 
communities-procuring for themselves safety by residence on 
lofty eminences-more pastoral than agricultural, and some of 
them consumi!J.g the produce of their fields in common mess, 
on a principle analogous to the syssitia of Sparta or Krete. 
King !talus was said to have introduced this peculiarity 2 

Calabria Ultra, particularly of that part called the Plain (south-west of the 
A pennines below the Gulf of St. Eufemia). The fields, productive of 
olive-trees of larger growth than any seen elsewhere, are yet productive of 
grain. Vines load with their branches the trees on which they grow, yet 
lessen not their crops. All things grow there, and nature seems to antici
pate the wishes of the husbandman. There is never a sufficiency of hands 
to gather the whole of the olives, which finally fall and rot at the bottom of 
the trees that bore them, in the months of February and March. Crowds 
of foreigners, principally Sicilians, come there to help to gather them, and 
share the produce with the grower. Oil is their chief article of exportation: 
in every quarter their wines are good and precious." Compare p. 278-
282. . 

1 Mr. Keppel Craven observes (Tour through the Southern Provinces of 
Naples, ch. xiii. p. 254), "The earthquake of 1783 may be said to have 
altered the face of the whole of Calabria Ultra, and extended its ravages as 
far northward as Cosenza." 

2 Aristot. Polit. vii. g, J. 
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among the southernmost portion of the CEnotrian population, 
and at the same time to have bestowed upon them the name 
of Italians, though they were also known by the name of 
Sikels. Throughout the centre of Calabria between sea and 
sea, the high chain of the Apennines afforded protection to 
a certain extent both to their independence and to their 
pastoral habits. But these heights are made to be enjoyed 
in conjunction with the plains beneath, so as to alternate 
winter and summer pasture for the cattle. It is in this manner 
that the richness of the country is rendered available, since 
a large portion of the mountain range is buried in snow during 
the winter months. Such remarkable diversity of soil and 
climate rendered Calabria a land of promise for Grecian 
settlement. The plains and lower eminences were as produc
tive in corn, wine, oil, and flax, as the mountains in summer
pasture and timber-and abundance of rain falls upon the 
higher ground, which requires only industry and care to be 
made to impart the maximum of fertility to the lower. More
over a long line of sea-coast (though not well furnished with 
harbours) and an abundant supply of fish, came in aid of the 
advantages of the soil. While the poorer freemen of the 
Grecian cities were enabled to obtain small lots of fertile land 
in the neighbourhood, to be cultivated by their own hands, 
and to provide for the most part their own food and clothing 
-the richer proprietors made pro'f1table use of the more 
distant portions of the territory by means of their cattle, sheep, 
and slaves. 

Of the Grecian towns on this favoured coast, the earliest as 
well as the most prosperous were, Sybaris and KrotOn: both 
in the Gulf of Tarentum-both of Achrean origin-and 
conterminous with each other in respect of territory. Krot6n 
was placed not far to the west of the south-eastern extremity 
of the Gulf, called in ancient times the Lakinian cape, and 
ennobled by the temple of the Lakinian Here, which became 
alike venerated and adorned by the Greek resident as well as by 
the passing navigator. One solitary column of the temple, the 
humble remnant of its past magnificence, yet marks the ~x
tremity of this once-celebrated promontory. Sybaris seems to 
have been planted in the year 720 B.c., Krot6n in 710 B.c.: 
Iselikeus was cekist of the former, 1 Myskellus of the latter. This 

1 Strabo, vi. p. 263. Kramer in his new edition of Strabo follows Koray 
in suspecting the correctness of the name 'Iuell.ucevs, which certainly departs 
from the usual analogy of Grecian names. Assuming it to be incorrect, 
however, there are no means of rectifying it: Kramer prints-ol~eJu'Ths ~e 
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large Achrean emigration seems to have been connected with 
the previous expulsion of the Achrean population from the more 
southerly region of Peloponnesus by the Dorians, though in 
what precise manner we are not enabled to see. The Achrean 
towns in· Peloponnesus appear in later times too inconsiderable 
to furnish emigrants, but probably in the eighth century B.C. their 
population may have been larger. The town of Sybaris was 
planted between two rivers, the Sybaris arid the Krathis,1 (the 
name of the latter borrowed from a river of Achaia) j the town 
of Krot6n about twenty-five miles distant, on the river JEsarus. 
The primitive settlers of Sybaris consisted in part of Trrezenians, 
who were however subsequently ,expelled by the more numerous 
Achreans-a deed of violence which was construed by the 
religious sentiment of Antiochus and some other Grecian 
historians, as having drawn down upon them the anger of the 
gods ·in the ultimate destruction of the city by the Krotoniates. 2 

The fatal contest between these two cities, which ended in 
the ruin of Sybaris, took place in 510 B.c., after the latter 
had subsisted in growing prosperity for 210 years. And the 
astonishing prosperity to which both of them attained is a 
sufficient proof that during most of this period they had 
remained in peace at least, if not in alliance and common 

•Achrean brotherhood. Unfortunately, the general fact of 
their great size, wealth an~ power, is all that we are permitted 
to know .. The walls of ;:,ybaris embraced a circuit of fifty 
stadia, or near six miles, while those of Krot6n were even 
larger, comprising little less than twelve miles.s A large walled 
circuit was advantageous for sheltering the moveable property 
in the territory around, which was ca~;ried in on the arrival 
of an invading enemy. Both cities possessed ari extensive 
dominion across the Calabrian peninsula from sea to sea. But 
the territorial range of Sybaris seems to have been greater and 
her colonies wider and more distant-a fact which may perhaps 
explain the smaller circuit of the city. 

The Sybarites were founders of Laus and Skidrus, on the 
Mediterranean Sea in the Gulf of Policastro, and even of the 

a~·rils 6 'lu . . . . 'EAH<EUs : thus making 'EAtKEVs the ethnicon of the 
Achrean town Belike. . 

There were also legends which connected the foundation of Krotfln with 
Herakles, who was affirmed to have been hospitably sheltered by the epo· 
nymous hero Krotf\n. Hera)des was o1Ke!os at Krotfln : see Ovid, Meta
morph. xv. 1-60; Jamblichus, Vit. Pythagor. c. 8, p. 30, c. 9, p. 37, 
ed. Kuster. 

1 Herodot. i. 145: 2 Aristot. Polit. v. z, 10. 
3 Strabo, vi. p. 262 ; Livy, xxi':. 3· 
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more distant Poseidonia--now known by its Latin name of 
Prestum, as well as by the temples which still remain to decorate 
its deserted site. They possessed twenty-five dependent towns, 
and ruled over four distinct native tribes or nations. What 
these nations were we are not told,! but they were probably 
different sections of the CEnotrian name. The Krotoniates 
also reached across to the Mediterranean Sea, and founded 
(upon the gulf now called St. Euphemia) the town of Terina, 
and seemingly also that of Lametini.2 The inhabitants of the 
Epizephyrian Lokri, which was situated in a more southern 
part of Calabria Ultra near the modern town of Gerace, 
extended themselves in like .manner across the peninsula. 
They founded upon the Mediterranean coast the towns of 
Hipp6nium, Medma, and Mataurum,3 as well as Melre and 
Itoneia, in localities not now exactly ascertained. 

Myskellus of Rhypes in Achaia, the founder of Krot6n 
under the express indication of the Delphian oracle, is said to 
have thought the site of Sybaris preferable, and to have 
solicited permission from the oracle to plant his colony there, 
but he was admonished to obey strictly the directions first 
given.4 It is further affirmed that the foundation of Krot6n 
was aided by Archias, then passing along the coast with his 
settlers for Syracuse, who is also brought into conjunction in 
a similar manner with the foundati~ of Lok.ri :. but neither of 
these statements appears chronologt&lly admtsstble. 

The Italian Lokri (called Epizephyrian, from the neighbour
hood of Cape Zephyrium) was founded in the year 683 B.C. by 
settlers from the Lokrians-either the Ozolian Lokrians in the 
Krissrean Gulf, or thos~ of Opus on the Eubcean Strait. This 
point was disputed even in antiquity, and perhaps both the 

1 Stiabo, vi. p. 263, v. p. 25I; Skymn. Chi. v. 244; Herodot. vi. 2I. 
2 Stephan. Byz. v. TJpwa-fl.ap:rrr'ivo< ; Skymn. Chi. 305. 
3 Thucyd. v. 5; Strabo, vi. p. 256; Skynm. Chi. 307. Steph. Byz. calls 

Mataurum .,.&ll.<s :i;<K€ll.(as. 
4 Herodot. viii. 47· Kpo'Twv<f)'Ta<, -yJvos <lulv 'Axaw[: the date of the 

foundation is given by Dionysius of Halikamassus (A. R. ii. 59). 
The oracular commands delivered to Myskellus are found at length in the 

Fragments of Diodorus, published by Maii (Scriptt. Vet. Fragm. x. p. 8): 
compare Zenob. Proverb. Centur. iii. 42. 

Though Myskellus is thus given as the rekist of Krot6n, yet we find a 
Kroton:atic coin with the inscription 'Hpa~<ll.fis Ol~<<U'T&s (Eckhel, Doctrin. 
Numm. Vet. vol. i. p. r72): the worship of Herakles at Krot6n under 
this title is analogous to that of 'A.,.&A.ll.wv Ol~<<fT'T~S lfet.l Awp.a'Tl'TTJS at JEgina 
(Pythrenetus ap. Schol. Pindar. Nem. v. 8r). There were various legends 
respecting Herakles, the Eponymus Kroton, and Lakinius. Herakleides 
Ponticus, Fragm. 30, ed. Koller; Diodor. iv. 24; Ovid, Metamorph. 
xv. 1-53· 
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one and the other may have contributed: Euanthus was the 
cekist of the place.1 The first years of the Epizephyrian Lokri 
are said to have been years of sedition and discord. And the 
vile character which we hear ascribed to the primitive colonists, 
as well as their perfidious dealing with the natives, are the 
more to be noted, as the Lokrians, ~f the times both of 
Aristotle and of Polybius, fuliy believed these statements in 
regard to their own ancestors. 

The original emigrants to.Lokri were, according to Aristotle, 
a body of runaway slaves, men-stealers, and adulterers, whose 
only legitimate connexion with an honourable Hellenic root 
arose from a certain number of well-born Lokrian women who 
accompanied them. These women belonged to those select 
families called the Hundred Houses, who constituted what 
may be called the nobility of the Lokrians in Greece Proper, 
and their descendants continued to enjoy a certain rank and 
pre-eminence in the colony, even in the time of Polybius. 
The emigration is said to have been occasioned by disorderly 
intercourse between these noble Lokrian women and their 
slaves-perhaps by intermarriage with persons of inferior station 
where there had existed no recognised connubium _- 2 a fact 
referred, by the informants of Aristotle, to the long duration of 
the first Messenian war-the Lokrian warriors having for the 
most part continued in the,Messenian territory as auxiliaries of 
the Spartans during the twenty years of that war,3 permitting 
themselves onl~ rare and short visits to their homes. This is a 
story resembling that which we shall find in explanation of the 
colony of Tarentum. It comes to us too imperfectly to admit 
of criticism or verification; but the unamiable character of the 
first emigrants is a statement deserving credit, and very unlikely 
to have been invented. Their first proceedings on settling in 
Italy display a perfidy in accordance with the character ascribed 
to them. They found the territory inthis southern portion of 
the Calabrian peninsula possessed by native Sikels, who, 
alarmed at their force and afraid to try the hazard of resistance, 

1 Strabo, vi. p. 259. Euantheia, Hyantheia, or CEantheia, was one of 
the towns of the Ozolian. Lokrians on the north side of the Kriss<ean Gulf, 
from which perhaps the emigrants may have departed, carrying with them 
the name and patronage of its eponymous rekist (Plutarch, Quzest. Grrec. 
c. 15; Skylax, p. 14). 

2 Poly b. xii. 5, 8, 9; Dionys. Perieget. v. 365. 
8 This fact may connect the foundation of the colony of. Lokri. with 

Sparta; but the statement of Pausanias (iii. 3, 1), that the Spartans in the 
reign of king Polydorus founded both Lokri and Krot6n, seems to belong . 
to a different historical conception. 



History ot Greece 
agreed to admit them to a participation and joint residence. 
The covenant was concluded and sworn to by both parties 
in the following terms:-" There shall be friendship between 
us, and we will enjoy the land in common, so long as we stand 
upon this earth and have heads upon our shoulders." At the 
time when the oath was taken, the Lokrians had put earth into 
their shoes and concealed heads of garlic upon their shoulders; 
so that when they had divested themselves of these appendages, 
the oath was considered as no longer binding. Availing them
selves of the first convenient opportunity, they attacked the 
Sikels by surprise and drove them out of the territory, of which 
they thus acquired the exclusive possession,! Their first 
establishment was formed upon the headland itself, Cape 
Zephyrium (now Bruzzano). But after three or four years 
the site of the town was moved to an eminence in the neigh
bouring plain, in which the Syracusans are said to have aided 
them. 2 

In describing the Grecian settlers in Sicily, I have already 
stated that they are to be considered as Greeks with a consider
able infusion of blood, of habits, and of manners, from the 
native Sikels. The case is the same with the Italiots or Italian 
Greeks, and in respect to these Epizephyrian Lokrians, especially, 
we find it expressly noticed by Polybius. Composed as their 
band was of ignoble and worthless men, not bound together 
by strong tribe-feelings or traditional customs, they were the 
more ready to adopt new practices, as well religious as civil,8 

from the Sikels. One in particular is noticed by the historian 
-the religious dignity called the Phialephorus or Censer
bearer, enjoyed among the native Sikels by a youth of noble 
birth, who performed the duties belonging to it in their 
sacrifices ; but the Lokrians, while they identified themselves 
with the religious ceremony and adopted both the name and 
the dignity, altered the sex and conferred it upon one of those 
women of noble blood who constituted the ornament of their 
settlement. Even down to the days of Polybius, some maiden 

1 Polyb. xii. 5-12. 
2 Strabo, vi. p. 259· We find that in the accounts given of the found

ation of Korkyra, Krot6n, and Lokri, reference is made to the Syracusan 
settlers, either as contemporary in the way of companionship, or as 
auxiliaries : perhaps the accounts all come from the Syracusan historian 
Antioch us, who exaggerated the intervention of his own ancestors. 

3 '_'Nil patrium, nisi nomen, habet Romanus alumnus," observes Pro
pertius (iv. 37) respecting the Romans: repeated with still greater bitter
ness in the epistle in Sallust from Mithridates to Arsac€s (p. 191, Delph. 
ed. ). The remark is well-applicable to Lokri. 
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descended from one of these select Hundred Houses still 
continued to bear the title and to .perform the ceremonial 
duties of Phialephorus. We learn from these statements how 
large a portion of Sikels must have become incorporated as 
dependents in the colony of the Epizephyrian Lokri, and how 
strongly marked was the intermixture of their habits with those 
of the Greek settlers; while the tracing back among them of 
all eminence of descent to a few emigrant women of noble 
birth, is a peculiarity belonging exclusively to their city. 

That a body of colonists, formed of such unpromising 
materials, should have fallen into much· lawlessness and disorder, 
is noway surprising; but these mischiefs appear to have become 
so utterly intolerable in the early years of the colony, as to 
force upon every one the necessity of some remedy. Hence 
arose a ph<enomenon neiv in the march of Grecian society
the first promulgation of written laws. The Epizephyrian 
Lokrians, having applied to the Delphian oracle for sQme 
healing suggestion under their distress, were directed to make 
laws for themselves; 1 and received the ordinances of a shepherd 
·named Zaleukus, which he professed to have learnt from the 
goddess Athene in a dream. His laws are said to have been 
put in writing and promulgated in 664 "B.c., forty years earlier 
than those of Drako at Athens. · · · 

That these first of all Grecian written_ laws were few and 
simple, we may be sufficiently assured. The only fact certain 
respecting them is their extraordinary rigour : 2 they seem to 
have enjoined the application of.the lex talionis as a punishment 
for personal injuries. In this general character of his laws, 
Zaleukus was the counterpart of Drako. But so little was 
certainly known, and so much falsely asserted, respecting him, 
that Tim<eus the historian went so far as to call in question his 
real existence 3-against the authority not only of Ephorus, but 

1 Aristot. ap. Schol. Pindar. Olymp. x. 17. 
2 Proverb. Zenob. Centur. iv. 20. Za;\EUKOV v&p.os, <11Tl TfiJv a1TO'T0jJ.COV. 
3 Strabo, vi. p. 259; Skymnus Chius, v. 313; Cicero de Legg. ii. 6, 

and Epist. ad Atticum. vi. I. 
Heyne, Opuscula, vol. ii., Epimetrum ii. p. 6o-68 ; Goller ad Tima;i 

Fragment. p. 220-259. Bentley (on the Epistles of Phalaris, ch. xii. p. 
274) seems to countenance, without adequate reason, the doubt of 
Timreus about the existence of Zaleukus. But the statement of Ephorus, 
that Zaleukus bad collected his ordinances from the Kretan, Laconian, and 
Areiopagitic customs, when contrasted with the simple and far more 
credible statement above-cit~d from Aristotle, shows how loose were the 
affirmations respecting the Lokrian lawgiver (ap. Strabo. vi. p. 260). 
Other statements also concerning him, alluded to by Aristotle (Politic. ii. 
g, 3), were distinctly at variance ·with chronology. 
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also of Aristotle and Theophrastus. The laws must have 
remained however, for a long time, formally unchanged; for· 
so great was the aversion of the Lokrians, we are told, to any: 
new law, that the man who ventured to propose one appeared! 
in public with a rope round his neck, which was at once. 
tightened if he failed to convince the assembly of the necessity 
of his proposition.1 Of the government of the Epizephyrian! 
Lokri we know only that in later times it included a great~ 
council of rooo members, and a chief executive magistrate, 
called Kosmopolis; it is spoken of also as strictly and carefully, 
administered. 

The date of Rhegium (Reggio), separated from the territory 
of the Epizephyrian Lokri by the river Halex, must have been 
not only earlier than Lokri, but even earlier. than Sybaris-if 
the statement of Antiochus be correct, that the colonists were 
joined by those Messenians, who, prior to the first Messenian 
waJ;:, were anxious to make reparation to the Spartans for the 
outrage offered to the Spartan maidens at the temple of Artemis 
Limnatis, but were overborne by their countrymen and forced 
into exile. A different version however is given by Pausanias 
of this migration of Messenians to Rhegium, yet still admitting 
the fact of such migration at the close of the first Messenian 
war, which would place the foundation of the city earlier than 
7 zo B.c.-Though Rhegium was a Chalkidic colo!fy, yet a 
portion of its inhabitants seem to have been undoubtedly of 
Messenian origin, and amongst them Anaxilas, despot of the 
town between soo-470 B.c., who traced his descent through 
two centuries to a Messenian emigrant named Alkidamidas. 2 

The celebrity and power of Anaxilas, just at the time when the 
ancient history of the Greek towns was beginning to be set 
forth in prose and with some degree of system, caused the 
Messenian element in the population of Rhegium to be noticed 
prominently. But the town was essentially Chalkidic, connected 
by colonial sisterhood with the Chalkidic settlements in Sicily 
-Zankle, N axos, Katana, and Leontini. The original emigrants 
departed from Chalkis, as a tenth of the citizens consecrated 
by vow to Apollo in consequence of famine; and the directions 
of the god, as well as the invitation of the Zanklreans, guided 
their course to Rhegium. The town was flourishing, and 

Charondas, the lawgiver of the Chalkidic towns in Italy and Sicily, as 
far as we can judge amidst much confusion of testimony, seems to belong 
to an age much later than Zaleukus : I shall speak of him hereafter. 

1 D~mosthen. cont. Timokrat. p. 744; Polyb. xii. ro. 
2 Strabo, vi. p. 257; Pausan. iv. 23, 2. 
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acquired a considerable number of dependent villages around,1 

inhabited doubtless by cultivators of the indigenous population. 
1But it seems to have been often at variance with the contermin
ous Lokrians, and received one severe defeat, in conjunction 
lwith the Tarentines, which will be hereafter recounted. 
I Between Lokri and the Liikinian cape were situated the 
Achrean colony of Kaulonia, and Skylletium; the latter 
:seemingly included in the domain of Kroton, though pretend
!ing to have been originally founded by Menestheus, the leader 
of the Athenians at the siege of Troy : Petilia, also, a hill
fortress north-west of the Lakinian cape, as well as Makalla, 
both comprised in the territory of Kroton, were affirmed to 
have been founded by Philoktetes. Along all this coast of the 
Gulf of Tarentum, there were various establishments ascribed 
to the heroes of the Trojan war 2-Epeius, Philoktetes, Nestor 
-or to their· returning troops. Of ·these establishments, 
probably the occupants had been small, miscellaneous, un
acknowledged bands of Grecian adventurers, 3 who assumed to 
themselves. the most honourable origin which they could 
imagine, and who became afterwards absorbed into the larger 
colonial establishments which followed; the latter adopting 
and taking upon themselves the heroic worship of Philoktetes 
or other warriors from Troy, which the prior emigrants had 
begun. 

During the flourishing times of Sybaris and Kroton, it seems 
that these two great cities divided the whole length of the 
co~t of the Tarentine Gulf, from the spot now called Rocca 
Imperiale down to the south of the Lakinian cape. Between 
the point where the dominion of Sybaris terminated on the 
Tarentine side, and Tarentum itself, there were two consider
able Grecian settlements-Siris, afterwards called Herakleia; 
and Metapontium. The fertility and attraction 9f the territory 
of Siris, witq its two rivers, Akiris and !Siris, were well known 
even to the poet Archilochus 4 (66o B.c.), but we do not know 
the date at which it passed from the indigenous Chonians or 
Chaonians· into the hands of Greek settlers. A citizen of 
Siris is mentioned among the suitors for the daughter of the 

1 Strabo, vi. p. 258. tuxvu• 0~ f<d.7urrra 7J 'TWV 'P1)-ylvwv 1r07us, !Cal 
, 1r•pw<1<ioas ~ux• uvxvas, &c. 

2 Straho, vi. p. 263 ; Aristot. Mirab. Ausc. c. 106 ; Athenre. xii. p. 
523. It is to these reputed Rhodian companions of Tlepolemus before 

. Troy, that the allusion in Stral;>o refers, to Rhodian occupants near 
· Sybaris (xiv. p. 655).. · 

3 See Mannert, Geographie, part ix. b. 9, ch. II, p. 234-
• Archiloch. Fragm. 17, ed. Schneidewin. 
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Sikyonian Kleisthenes (58o-s6o B.c.). We are told that some 
Kolophonian fugitives, emigrating to escape the dominion of 
the Lydian kings, attacked and possessed themselves of the 
spot, giving to it the name Polieion. The Ch6nians of Siris 
ascribed to themselves a Trojan origin, exhibiting a wooden 
image of the Ilian Athene, which they affirmed to have been 
brought away by their fugitive ancestors after the capture of 
Troy. When the town was stormed by the Ionians, many of 
the inhabitants clung to this relic for protection, but were 
dragged away and slain by the victors, 1 whose sacrilege was 
supposed to have been the cause that their settlement was not 
durable. At the time of the invasion of Greece by Xerxes, the 
fertile territory of Siritis was considered as still open to be 
colonised; for the Athenians, when their affairs appeared 
desperate, had this scheme of emigration in reserve as a possible 
resource; 2 and there were inspired declarations from some of 
the contemporary prophets which encouraged them to under
take it. At length, after the town of Thurii had been founded 
by Athens, in the vicinity of the dismantled Sybaris, the 
Thurians tried to possess themselves of the Siritid territory, 
but were opposed by the Tarentines.s According to the 
compromise concluded between them, Tarentum was recognised 
as the metropolis of the colony, but joint possession was 
allowed both to Tarentines and Thurians. The former trans 
ferred the site of the city, under the new name Herakleia, to < 
spot three miles from the sea, leaving Siris as the place o 
maritime access to it. 4 

About twenty-five miles eastward of Siris on the coast o 
the Tarentine Gulf was situated Metapontium, a Greek towr 
which was affirmed by some to draw its origin from th< 
Pylian companions of Nestor-by others, from the Phokiar 
warriors of Epeius, on their return from Troy. The proofs o 
the former were exhibited in the worship of the N eleid heroes 
-the proofs of the latter in the preservation of the reputec 

1 Herodot. vi. 127; Strabo, vi. p. 263. The name Polieion seems t• 
be read llA.e1ov in Aristot. Mirab. Auscult. 106. 

Niebuhr assigns this Kolophonian settlement of Siris to the reign o 
Gyges in Lydia; for which I kni:>w no other evidence except the slate 
ment that Gyges took Tow KoA.o<f>wvloov TD il.uTv (Herodot. i. 14) ; but thi 
is no proof that the inhabitants then emigrated ; for Koloph6n was a ver: 
flourishing and prosperous city afterwards. 

Justin (xx. 2) gives a case of sacrilegious massacre committed near th• 
statue of AtMne at Siris, which appears to be totally different from th< 
tale respecting the Kolophonians. 

2 Herodot. viii. 62. 3 Strabo, vi, p. 264. 
' Strabo, vi. p. 264. 
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identical tools with which Epeius had constructed the Trojan 
horSe.1 Metapontium was planted on the territory of the 
Ch6nians or CEnotrians, but the first .colony is said to have 
been destroyed by an attack of the Samnites,2 at what· period 
we do not know. It had been founded by some Achrean 
settlers-under the direction of the cekist Daulius, despot of 
the Phokian Krissa, and invited by the inhabitants of Sybaris 
-who feared that the place mig lit be appropriated by the · 
neighbouring Taren tines, colo~ists .from· Sparta and hereditary· 
enemies in Peloponnesus of the Ach<ean race. Before the' 
new settlers arriveo, however; the place seems to have been 
'!.!ready appropriated by the Taren tines; for the Achrean Leu
k:ippus only obtained their permission to land by a fraudulent 
promise, and after all had to sustain a forcible struggle both 
1vith them and' with the neighbouring CEnotrians, which was 
~ompromised by a division of territory. The fertility of the 
Metapontine territory was hardly less celebrated than that of 
:he Siritid.s 

Farther eastward of Metapontium, again at the distance of 
1bout twenty-five miles, was situated the great city of Taras• 
)r Tarentum, a colony .from Sparta founded after the ,first 
tviessenian war, seemingly about 707 B.c. The cekist Phalan
:hus, said to have been.an 'Herakleid, was placed at the head· 
)fa body of Spartan emigrants-consisting principally of some 
:itizens called Epeunaktre and of the youth called Parthenire, 
.Vho had been disgraced by their countrymen on account of 
:heir origin and were on the point ·of breaking O!Jt' into _re
)ellion. It was out of the Messenian war that this emigration;· 

1 Strabo, I. c. ; Justin, xx. 2; Velleius·- Paterc. i. I; Aristot: Mirab. 
<\uscult. c. ro8. This story respecting the presence and implements of 
B:peius may have arisen through the Phocian seti!ers from Krissa. 

2 The wqrds of Strabo-n<Pav!u611 a' fnro ::!avvtTwv (vi. p. 264) can 
1ardly be cpnnected with the immediately following narrative which he 
~ives out of Antiochus, respecting the revival of the place by new Achrean 
;ettlers, invited by the Achreans of Sybaris. For the latter place was 
~educed to impotence in sro B.C. : invitations by the Achreans of Sybaris 
nust therefore be anterior to that date. If Daulius despot of Krissa is to 
)e admitted as the cekist of Metapontium, the plantation of it must be 
)lace<!· early in the first half of the sixth century B.c. ; but there is great 
iifficulty in admitting the extension of Sanmite conquests· to the Gulf o( 
l'arentum at so early a ·period as this. I therefore construe the words 'of 
<\ntiochus as referring to the original settlement of Metapontium _by the· 
~reeks, not to the revival of the town after its destruction by the Samnites .. 

3 Strabo, I. c. ; Stephanus Byz. (v. METa1TOVTtDY) identifies Metapontium· 
md Siris in a perplexing manner. ' 

Livy (xxv. IS) recognises Metapontium as Achaean: compare' Heyne, 
)puscula, vol. ii.-, Prolus. xii. p: 207. -

VOL. IV. G 
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is stated to have arisen, in a manner analogous to that which 
has been stated respecting the Epizephyrian Lokrians. The 
Lacedremonians, before entering Messenia to carry on the war, 
had made a vow not to return until they should have com
pleted the conquest; a vow in which it appears that some 
of them declined to take part, standing altogether aloof from 
the expedition. When the absent soldiers returned after 
many years of absence consumed in the war, they found a 
numerous progeny which had been born to their wives and 
daughters during the interval, from intercourse with those 
(Epeunaktre) who had stayed at home. The Epeunaktre were 
punished by being degraded to the rank and servitude of 
Helots; the children thus born, called Parthenire, 1 were also 
cut off from all the rights of citizenship, and held in dishonour. 
But the parties punished were numerous enough to make 
themselves formidable, and a conspiracy was planned among 
them intended to break out at the great religious festival of 
the Hyakinthia, in the temple of the Amyklrean Apollo. 
Phalanthus was the secret chief of the conspirators, who agreed 
to commence their attack upon the authorities at the moment 
when he should put on his helmet. The leader, however, 
never intending that the scheme should be executed, betrayed 
it beforehand, stipulating for the safety of all those implicated 
in it. At the commencement of the festival, when the multi
tude were already assembled, a herald was directed to proclaim 
aloud that Phalanthus would not on that day put on his helmet 
-a proclamation which at once revealed to the conspirators 
that they were betrayed. Some of them sought safety in 
flight, others assumed the posture of suppliants ; but they 
were merely detained in confinement, with assurance of safety, 
while Phalanthus was sent to the Delphian oracle to ask 
advice respecting emigration. He is said to have inquired 
whether he might be permitted to appropriate-the fertile plain 
of Sikyon, but the Pythian priestess emphatically dissuaded 
him, and enjoined him to conduct his emigrants to Satyrium 
and Tarentum, where he would be "a mischief to the 
Iapygians." Phalanthus obeyed, and conducted the detected 
conspirators as emigrants to the Tarentine Gulf,2 which he 

1 Parthenire, z: 1!. children qf virgins: the description given by Varro of 
the Illyrian virgims illustrates this phrase:-" Quas virgi1us ibi appellant, 
nonnunquam annorum xx, quibus mos eorum non denegavit, ante nuptias 
ut succumberent quibus vellent, et incomitatis ut vagari liceret, et liberos 
habere." (Van·o, De Re Rustidl, ii. ro, 9.) 

2 For this story respecting the foundation of Tarentum, see Strabo, vi. 
p. 278-280 (who gives the versions both of Antiochus and Ephorus); 
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reached a few years after the foundation of Sybaris and Kroton 
by the Ach~ans. According to Ephorus, he found these 

· prior emigrants at war with the natives, aided them in the 
contest, and received in return their aid to accomplish his 
own settlement. But this can hardly have consisted with 
the narrative of Antiochus, who represented the Achreans 
of Sybaris as retaining even in their colonies the hatred 
against the Dorian name . which they had contracted in 
Peloponnesus. 1 Antiochus stated that Phalanthus and his 
colonists \vere received in a friendly manner by the in
digenous inhabitants and allowed to establish their new town 
in tranquillity. 

If such was really the fact, it proves that the native in
habitants of the soil must have been of purely inland habits, 
making no use of the sea either for commerce or for fishery, 
otherwise they would. hardly have relinquished such a site as 
that of Tarentum-which, while favourable and productive 
even in regard to the adjoining land, was with respect to sea
advantages without a parallel in Grecian Italy.2 It was the 
only spot in the Gulf which possessed a perfectly safe and 
convenient harbour. A spacious inlet of the sea is there 
formed, shelter~d by an isthmus and an outlying peninsula so 
as to leave only a narrow entrance. This inlet, still known as 
the Mare Piccolo, though its shores and the adjoining tongue 
of land appear to have undergone much change, affords !lt the 
present day a constant, inexhaustible, and varied supply of 
fish, especially of shell-fish ; which furnish both nourishment 
and employment to a large proportion among the inhabitants 
of the contracted modern Taranto, just as they once served 
the same purpose to the numerous, lively, and jovial population 
of . the mighty Tarentum. The concentrated population of 
fishermen formed a predominant element in the character of 

Justin, iii. 4; Diodorus, xv. 66; Excerpta Vatican. lib. vii .. x., ed. Maii, 
Fr. 12; Servius.ad Virgil. JEneid. iii. 551. 

There are several points of difference between Antioch us, Ephorus and 
Servius; the story given in the text follows the former. 

The statement of Hesychius .(v. flap8•iteca<) seems on the whole some
what more intelligible than that given by Strabo-01 Kar?t rbv Me<ro">JV<a.Kov 
1r6il.ep.ov abrols "t•v6p.evo< lK TWV 8epa1ralvwv- Kal o1 l~ &.vEK06TOv il.ci.Opa 
"t•vvi!Jp.•vo< 1railies. Justin translates Parthenire, Spurii. 

The local eponymous heroes Taras arid Satyrus 1from Satyrium) were 
celebrated ~and worshipped among the Tarentines. See Cicero, Verr. iv. 
6o, 13; Servius ad Vitg. Georg. ii. 197; Zumpt. ap. Orelli, Onomasticon 
Tullian. ii. p. 5 70. 

1 Compare Strabo. vi. p. 264 and p. z8o. 
2 Strabo, vi. p. 278 ; Polyb. x. I. 
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the Tarentine democracy.1 Tarentum was just on the borders 
of the country originally known as Italy, within which Hero
dotus includes it, while Antiochus considers it in Iapygia, and 
regards Metapontium as the last Greek town in Italy. 

Its immediate neighbours were the Iapygians, who, under 
various subdivisions of name and dialect, seem to have 
occupied the greater part of south-eastern Italy, including the 
peninsula denominated after them (yet sometimes also called 
the Salentine), between the Adriatic and the Tarentine Gult~
and who are even stated at one time to have occupied some 
territory on the south-east of that Gulf, near the site of Krot6n. 
The Iapygian name appears to have comprehended Messapians, 
Salentines, and Kalabrians ; according to some even Peuketians 

1 Juvenal, Sat. vi. 297. '' Atque coronatum et petulans madidumque 
Tarentum :" compare Plato, Legg. i. p. 637 ; and Horat. Satir. ii. 4, 34· 
Aristot. Polit. iv. 4, I. oi ail.teis lv Tcl.pavTL l<cU Bv(avTl<p. "Tarentina 
ostrea," Varro, Fragrn. p. 301, ed. Bipont. 

To illustrate this remark of Aristotle on the fishermen of Tarentum as 
the predominant class in the democracy, I transcribe a passage -from Mr. 
Keppel Craven's Tour in the Southern Provinces of Naples, ch. x. p. 182: 
-"Swinburne gives a list of ninety-three different sorts of shell-fish which 
are found in the Gulf of Taranto; but more especially in the Mare Piccolo. 
Among these, in ancient times, the murex and purpura ranked foremost in 
value ; in our degenerate days the muscle and oyster seem to have usurped 
a pre-eminence as acknowledged but less dignified; but there are numerous 
other tribes held in proportionate estimation for their exquisite flavour, and 
as greedily sought for during their respective seasons. The appetite for 
shell-fish of all sorts, which seems peculiar to the natives of these regions, 
is such as to appear exaggerated to a foreigner, accustomed to consider 
only a few of them as eatable. This taste exists at Taranto, if possible, 
in a stronger degree than in any other part of the kingdom, and accounts for 
the comparatively large revenue which government draws from this particular 
branch of commerce. The Mare Piccolo is divided into several portions, 
which are let to different societies, who thereby become the only privileged 
fishermen ; the lower classes are almost all employed by these corporations, 
as every revolving season of the year affords occupation for them, so that 
nature herself seems to have afforded the exclusive trade most suited to the 
inhabitants of Taranto. Both seas abound with varieties of testacea, but 
the inner gulf (the Mare Piccolo) is esteemed most favourable to their 
growth and flavour; the sandy bed is literally blackened by the muscles 
that cover it ; the boats that glide over its surface are laden with them ; 
they em boss the rocks that border the strand, and appear equally abundant 
on the shore, piled up in heaps.'' Mr. Craven goes on to illustrate still 
further the wonderful abundance of this fishery ; but that which has been 
already transcribed, while it illustrates the above-noticed remark of 
Aristotle, will at the same time help to explain the prosperity and physical 
abundance of the ancient Tarentum. 

For an elaborate account of the state of cultivation, especially of the 
olive, near the degenerate modern Taranto, see the Travels of M. de Salis 
Marschlins in the Kingdom of Naples (translated by Aufrere, London. 
1795), sect. 5, pp. 82-ro7, 163-178. . ., 
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and Daunians, as far along the Adriatic as Mount Garganus 
or Drion: Skylax notices in his time (about 360 B.c.) five 
different tongues in the country which he calls Iapygia.1 The 
Messapians and Salentines are spoken of as immigrants from 
Krete, akin to the Minoian or primitive Kretans ; and we find
a national genealogy which recognises Iapyx son of Dcedalus, 
an immigrant. from Sicily. But the story told to Herodotus 
was, that the Kretan soldiers who had accompanied Minos in 
his expedition to· recover Dredalus from Kamikus in Sicily, 
were'on their return home cast away on the shores of Iapygia, 
and became the founders of H yria and other Messapian towns 
in the interior of the country. 2 Brundusium also, or Brentesion 
as the Greeks called it,8 inconsiderable in the days of Hero
dotus, but famous in the Roman times afterwards as the most 
frequented sea-port for voyaging. to Epirus, was a Messapian 
town. The native language spoken by the Iapygian Messapians 
was a variety of the Oscan: the Latin poet Ennius, a native of 
Rudice in the Iapygian peninsula, spoke Greek, Latin, and 
Oscan, and even deduced his pedigree from the ancient 
national prince or hero Messa pus. 4 

We are told that during the lifetime of Phalanthus, the 
Tarentine settlers gained victories over the Messapians and 
Peuketians, which they commemorated afterwards by votive 
offerings at Delphi-and that th~y even made acquisitions at 
the expense of the inhabitants of Brundusium 5-a statement 
difficult to believe, .if we look to the distance of the latter 
place, and to the circumstance that Herodotus even in his time 
names it only as a harbour. Phalanthus too, driven into exile, 
is said to have found a hospitable reception at Brundusium 

1 Skylax does not mention at all the name of Italy ; he gives to the 
whole coast, from :Rhegium to Poseidonia on the Mediterranean, and from 
the same point to the limit between Thurii and Herakleia on the Gulf of 
Tarentum, the name of Lucania (c. 12, 13). From this point he extends 
Iapygia to the Mount Drion or Garganus, so that he includes not only 
Metapontium, but also Herakleia in Iapygia. 

Antiochus draws the line between Italy and Iapygia at the extremity of 
the Metapontine territory; comprehending M'etapontium in Italy, and 
Tarentum in lapygia (Antiochus, Frag. 6, ed. Didot ; ap. StraLo. vi. 
p. 254)-

Herodotus however speaks ·not only of Metapontium, but also qf 
Tarentum, as being in Italy (i. 24; iii. 136; iv. 15). 

2 Herodot. vii. 170; Pliny, H. N. iii. 16; Athenre. xii. p. 523; Servius 
ad Virgil. JEneid. viii. 9· 

3 Herodot. iv. 99· 
4 Seivius ad. Virgil. JEneid. vii. 691. Polybius distinguishes lapygians 

from Messapians (ii. 24). · 
5 Pausanias, x. ro, 3; x. 13, 5; Strabo, vi. p. 282; Justin, iii. 4. 
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and to have died there. Of the history of Tarentum, how
ever, during the first 230 years of its existence, we possess no 
details. We have reason to believe that it partook in the 
general prosperity of the Italian Greeks during those two 
centuries, though remaining inferior both to Sybaris and to 
Kroton. About the year sro B.C., these two latter republics 
went to war, and Sybaris was nearly destroyed; while in the 
subsequent half-century the Krotoniates suffered the terrible 
defeat of Sagra from the Lokrians, and the Tarentines ex
perienced an equally ruinous defeat from the Iapygian Messa
pians. From these reverses, however, the Tarentines appear 
to have recovered more completely than the Krotoniates; for 
the former stand first among the Italiots or Italian Greeks, 
from the year 400 B.C. down to the supremacy of the Romans, 
and made better head against the growth of the Lucanians and 
Bruttians of the interior. 

Such were the chief cities of the Italian Greeks from 
Tarentum on the upper sea to Poseidonia on the lower ; and 
if we take them during the period preceding the ruin of 
Sybaris (in 510 B.c.), they will appeared to have enjoyed a 
degree of prosperity even surpassing that of the Sicilian Greeks. 
The dominion of Sybaris, Kroton, and Lokri extended across 
the peninsula from sea to sea. The mountainous regions of 
the interior of Calabria were held in amicable connexion with 
the cities and cultivators in the plain and valley near the sea
to the reciprocal advantage of both. The petty native tribes 
of <:Enotrians, Sikels, or Italians properly so-called, were 
partially hellenised, and brought into the condition of village 
cultivators and shepherds dependent upon Sybaris and its 
fellow-cities; a portion of them dwelling in the town, probably, 
as domestic slaves of the rich men, but most of them remaining 
in the country region as serfs, Penestre, or coloni, intermingled 
with Greek settlers, and payi~ over parts of their produce to 
Greek proprietors. 

But this depende~ce, though accomplished in the first 
instance by force, was yet not upheld exclusively by force. It 
was to a great degree the result of an organised march of life, 
and of more productive cultivation brought within their reach 
-of new wants, both created and supplied-of temples, 
festivals, ships, walls, chariots, &c., which imposed upon the 
imagination of the rude landsmen and shepherds. Against 
mere force the natives could have found shelter in the un
conquerable forests and ravines of the Calabrian Apennines, 
and in that vast mountain region of the Sila, lying immediately 
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behind the plains of Sybaris, where even the French army with 
its excellent organisation in x8o7 found so much difficulty in 
reaching the bandit villagers.1 It was· not by arms alone, but 
by arms and arts combined-a mingled influence, such as 
enabled imperial Rome to subdue the fierceness of the rude 
Germans and Britons-that the Sybarites and Krotoniates 
acquired and maintained the1r ascendency over the natives of 
the interior. The shepherd of the banks of the river Sybaris 
or Krathis not only found a new exchangeable value for his 
cattle and other produce, becoming familiar with'better diet and 
'clothing and. improved cultivation of the olive and the vine
but he was also enabled to display his prowess, if strong and 
brave, in the public games at the festival of the Lakinian 
Here, or even at the Olympic games in Peloponnesus.2 It 
is thus that we have to explain the extensive dominion, the 
great population, and the wealth and luxury of the Sybarites · 
and Krotoniates-a population of which the incidental reports 
as given in figures are not trustworthy, but which we may 
well believe to have been very numerous. The native 
CEnotrians, while unable to combine in resisting Greek force, 
were at the same time less widely distinguished from the 
Greeks in race and language, than the Oscans of Middle Italy, 
and therefore more accessible to Greek pacific influences; 
while the Oscan race seem to have been both fiercer in 
repelling the assaults of the Greeks, and more intractable as 
to their seductions. The Iapygians were not modified by the 
neighbourhood of Tarentum in the same degree as the tribes 
adjoining to Sybaris and Kroton by their contact with those 
cities. The dialect of Tarentum,3 as well as of Herakleia, 
though a marked Doric, admitted many local peculiarities; 
and the farces of the Tarentine poet Rhinthon, like the 

1 See a description of the French military operations in these almost 
inaccessible regions, contained in a valuable publication by a French 
general officer, on service in that country for three years, 'Calabria during 
a military residence of three years,' J.,ondon, 1832, Letter xx. p. 20r. 

The whole picture of Calabria contained in this volume is both inter· 
esting and instructive: military operations had never before been carried 
on, probably, in the mountains of the Sila. 

2 See Theokritus, Idyll. iv. 6--35, which illustrates the point here stated. 
a Suidas, v. 'Piv8"'v ; Stephan. Byz. v. Tcl.pas : compare Bernhardy, 

Grundriss der Riimischen Litteratur, Abschnitt ii. pt. 2, pp. 185, 186, 
about the analogy of these tpJ..va~<<s of Rhinthon with the native Italic 
:Mimes. 

The dialect of the other cities of Italic Greece is very little known: the 
ancient Inscription of Betilia is Doric: see Ahrens, De Dialecto Doric&, 
sect. 49, p. 418. 
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Syracusan Sophron, seem to have blended the Hellenic with 
the Italic in language as well as in character. 

About the year 56o !'I.e., the time of the accession of 
Peisistratus at Athens, the close of what may properly be 
called the first period of Grecian history, Sybaris and Kroton 
were at the maximum of their power, which each maintained 
for half a century afterwards, until the fatal dissension between 
them. We are told that the Sybarites in that final contest 
marched against Krot6n with an army of 3oo,ooo men. 
Fabulous as this number doubtless is, we cannot doubt that 
for an irruption of this kind into an adjoining territory, their 
large body of semi-hellenised native subjects might be mustered 
in prodigious force. The few statements which have reached 
us respecting them, touch, unfortunately, upon little more than 
their luxury, fantastic self-indulgence, and extravagant indo
lence, for which qualities they have become proverbial in 
modern times as well as in ancient. Anecdotes illustrating 
these qualities were current, and served more than one 
purpose in antiquity. The philosopher recounted them in 
order to discredit and denounce the character which they 
exemplified : while among gay companies, "Sybaritic tales," 
or tales respecting sayings and doings of ancient Sybarites, 
formed a separate and special class of excellent stories to be 
told simply for amusement 1-with which view witty romancers 
multiplied them indefinitely. It is probable that the Pytha
gorean philosophers (who belonged originally to Krot6n, but 
maintained themselves permanently as a philosophical sect in 
Italy and Sicily, with a strong tinge of ostentatious asceticism 
and mysticism), in their exhortations to temperance and in 
their denunciations of luxurious habits, might select by pre
ference examples from Sybaris, the ancient enemy of the 
Krotoniates, to point their moral ; and that the exaggerated 
reputation of the city thus first became the subject of common 
talk throughout the Grecian world. For little could be 
actually known of Sybaris in detail, since its humiliation dates 

1 Aristoph. Vesp. 1260. Al<Tw11"tl<lw -y€Ao7ov, f) luf3a.pt'Ttl<6v. What is 
meant by luf3a.p<Ttl<bv -yell.o7ov is badly explained by the Scholiast, but is 

·perfectly well illustrated by Aristophanes himself in subsequent verses of the 
same play (1427-1436), where Philokleon tells two good stories respecting 
"a Sybaritan man," and a" woman in Sybaris:" 'Avnp luf3ap(TTJS ~~~,.euev 
~~ l!.p/La.Tos, &c. -ev luf!&.p« 'YVY~ 11"0'Te Ka.T€af lx7vov, &c. 

These lv!3cl.pe•a. e11"tcp8€-y/La.Ta. are as old as Epicharrnus, whose mind was 
much imbued with the Pythagorean philosophy. See Etymolog. Magn. 
-:?.v!3a.p£C••v. JElian amused himself also with the luTopfat -:?.vf3aptTuta.£ (V. 
H. xiv. 20): compare Hesychiu~- ~v!3aptTtl<olll.&')lo•, and Suidas, lv!3ap<Tt1Ca.7s. 
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from the first commencement of Grecian contemporaneous 
history. Hekatfeus of Miletus may perhaps have visited it in 
its full splendour, but even Herodotus knew it only by past 
report; and the principal anecdotes respecting· it are cited 
from authors considerably later than him, who follow the tone 
of thought so common in antiquity, in ascribing the ruin of 
the Sybarites to their overweening corruption and luxury.1 

Making allowance, however, for exaggeration on all these 
accounts, there can be no reason to doubt that Sybaris, in 
56o B.c., was one of the most wealthy, populous, and powerful 
cities of the Hellenic name ; and that it also presented both 

· comfortable abundance among the mass of the citizens, arising 
from the easy attainment of fresh lots of fertile land, and ex
cessive indulgences among the rich-to a degree forming 
marked contrast with Hellas · Proper, of which Herodotus 
characterised Poverty as the foster-sister. 2 The extraordinary 
productiveness of the neighbouring territory-alleged by Varro, 
in his time, when the culture must have been much worse than 
it had been under the old Sybaris, to yield an ordinary crop of 
a hundred-fold, 3 and extolled by modem travellers even in its 

1 Thus_ Herodotus (vi. 127) informs us that at the time when Kleisthenes 
of Siky6n invited from all Greece suitors of proper dignity for the hand of 
his daughter, Smindyrides of Sybaris came among the number, "the 
most delicate and luxurious man ever known" (~11"l'ic?Ch<70"Tov li~ xA.tlii)s eTs 
O.v~p a11"l1CE'TO-Herodot. vi. I27), and Sybaris was at that tiii!e (B.C. sSo
s6o) in its greatest prosperity.. In Chamreleon,. Timreus, and other writers 
subsequent to Aristotle, greater details were given •. _ Srnindyrides was said 
to have taken with him to the marriage rooo domestic· servants; fishermen, 
bird-catchers, and cooks (Athenre. vi. 27-I; xii. 541). The details of 
Sybaritic luxury, given in Athenreus, are chiefly borrowed from writers of 
this post-Aristotelian age-Herakleides of Pontus, Phylarchus, Klearchus, 
Tirnreus (Athenre. xii. 519-522). The best-authenticated of all the 
examples of Sybaritic wealth is the splendid figured garment, fifteen cubits 
in length, which Alkimenei; the Sybarite dedicated as a votive offering in 
the temple of the Lakinian Here. - Dionysius of Syracuse plundered that 
temple, got possession of the garment, and is said to. have sold it to the 
Carthaginians for the price of 120. talents: Polemon the Periegetes seems 
to have seen it at Carthage (Aristot. Mirab. Ausc. 96; Athenre. xii. 541). 
Whether the price be correctly stated, we are not in a situation to determine. 

2 Herodot. vii. !02. TV 'EA..\a/it 11"<Vl'T/- f'~V alel ICOT< u6v.,-pocp&s ~O"T&. 
3 Varro, ,De Re Rustidt, i. 44· "In Sybaritano dicunt etiam cum 

centesimo redire solitum.'' The land of the Italic Greeks stands first for 
wheaten bread and beet"; that of Syracuse for pork and cheese_ (Hermippus 
ap. Athenre. i. p. 27): about the excellent wheat of Italy, compare 
Sophokl€s, Triptolem. Frag. 529, ed. Dindorf. 

Theophrastus dwells upon the excellence of the land near. Mylre, in the 
territory of the, Sicilian Messene, which produced (according to him) thirty• 
fold (Hist. Plant. ix. 2, 8, p. 259, ed. Schneid.). This affords some 
measure of comporison both for the real excellen;;e of the ancient Sybaritan 

G2 
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present yet more neglected culture-has been already touched 
upon. The river Krathis-still the most considerable river of 
that region-at a time when there was an industrious popula
tion to keep its water-course in order, would enable the exten
sive fields of Sybaris to supply abundant nourishment for a 
population larger perhaps than any other Grecian city could 
parallel. But though nature was thus bountiful, industry, good 
management, and well-ordered government were required to 
turn her bounty to account : where these are wanting, later 
experience of the same territory shows that its inexhaustible 
capacities may exist in vain. That luxury, which Grecian 
moralists denounced in the leading Sybarites between s6o 
and 510 B.c., was the result of acquisitions vigorously and in
dustriously pushed, and kept together by an orderly central 
force, during a century and a half that the colony had existed. 
Though the Trcezenian settlers who (ormed a portion of the 
original emigrants had been expelled when the Achreans became 
more numerous, yet we are told that, on the whole, Sybaris was 
liberal in the reception of new immigrants to the citizenship,1 

and that this was one of the causes of its remarkable advance. 
Of these additional comers we may presume that many went to 
form its colonies on the:Mediterranean Sea, and some to settle 
both among its four dependent inland nations and its twenty
five subject towns. Five thousand horsemen, we are told, 
clothed in showy attire, formed the processional march· in 
certain Sybaritic festivals-a number which is best appreciated 
by comparison with the fact, that the knights or horsemen of 
Athens in her best days did not exceed r2oo. The Sybaritic 
horses, if we are to believe a story purporting to come from 
Aristotle, were taught to move to the sound of the flute ; 

territory, and for the estimation in which it was held: its estimated produce 
being more than three times that of Mylre. 

See in Mr. Keppel Craven's Tour in the Southern Provinces of Naples 
(chapters xi. xii. p. 212-218), the description of the rich and productive plain 
of the Krathis (in the midst of which stood the ancient Syharis), extending 
about sixteen miles from Cassano to Corigliano, and about twelve miles 
from the former town to the sea. Compare also the picture of the same 
country in the work by a French officer referred to in a previous note, 
'Calabria during a military residence of three years,' London, 1832, 
Letter xxii. p. 2 I 9-226. 

Hekatreus (c. 39, ed. Klausen) calls Cosa-K&uua, 1r0lus Olvwrpwv lv 
pe<To')lal~. Cosa is considered to be identical, seemingly on good grounds, 
with the modern Cassano (Cresar, Bell. Civ. iii. 22): assuming this to be 
correct, there must have been an CEnotrian dependent town withi~ eight 
miles of the ancient city of Sybaris. 

1 Diodor. xii. 9· 
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and the garments of these wealthy citizens were composed 
of the finest wool from Miletus in Ionia 1-the Tarentine 
wool not having then acquired the distinguished renown 
which it possessed five· centuries afterwards towards the close 
of the Roman republic. Next to the great abundance of home 
produce-corn, wine, oil, flax, cattle, fish, timber, &c.-the 
fact next in importance, which we hear respecting Sybaris is, 
the great traffic carried on with Miletus : these two cities were 
1p0re intimately and affectionately connected together than any 
two Hellenic cities within the knowledge of Herodotus.2 The 
tie between Tarentum and Knidus was also of a very intimate 
character,s so that the great· intercourse, personal as well as 
commercial, between the Asiatic and the Italic Greeks, appears 
as a marked fact in the history of the sixth century before the 
Christian :era. · 

In this respect, as well as in several others,. the Hellenic 
world wears a very different aspect in s6o B.c. from that which 
it assumed a century afterwards, and in which it is best known 
to modern readers. At the former period, the Ionic and Italic 
Greeks are the great ornaments of the Hellenic name, carrying 
on a more lucrative trade with each other than either of them 
maintained with Greece Proper; which both of them recognised 
as their mother-country, though without admitting anything in 
the nature of established headship. The military p9wer of Sparta 
is indeed at this time great and preponderant in Peloponnesus, 
but she has no navy, and she is only just essaying her strength, 
not without reluctance, in ultramarine interference. · After the 
lapse of a century, these circumstances change materially. The 
independence of th~ Asiatic Greeks is destroyed, and the power 
of the Italic Greeks is greatly broken ; while Sparta and Athens 
not only become the prominent and leading Hellenic states, 
but constitute themselves centres of action for the lesser cities 
to a degree previously unknown. 

It was during the height of their prosperity, ,seemingly, in the 
sixth century B.c. that the Italic Greeks either acquired for, or 
bestowed upon, their ter!itory the appellation of Magna Gr::ecia, 
which at that time it well deserved ; for not only were Sybaris 
and Kr6t6n then the greatest Grecian cities situated near 

1 A then reus, xii. p. 519. 
2 Herodot. vi.'21. Respecting the great ahundance of ship-timber in the 

territory of the Italiots (Italic Greeks), see Thucyd. vi. '90; vii. 25. 
The pitch from the pine forests in the Sila was also abundant and cele

brated (Strabo, vi. p. 261). 
• Herodot. iii. 138. 
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together, but the whole peninsula of Calabria may be con
sidered as attached to the Grecian cities on the coast. The 
native CEnotrians and Sikels occupying the interior had become 
hellenised, or semi-hellenised with a mixture of Greeks among 
them-common subjects of these great cities. The whole 
extent of the Calabrian peninsula, within an imaginary straight 
line carried from Sybaris to Poseidonia, mi~ht then be fairly 
considered as Hellenic territory. Sybaris maintained much 
traffic with the Tuscan towns in the Mediterranean ; so tha.t 
the communication between Greece and Rome, across the 
Calabrian isthmus,1 may perhaps have been easier during the 
time of the Roman kings (whose expulsion was nearly contem
poraneous with the ruin of Sybaris) than it became afterwards 
during the first two centuries of the Roman republic. But all 
these relations underwent a complete change after the breaking 
up of the power of Sybaris in sro B.C., and the gradual march 
of the Oscan population from Middle Italy towards the south. 
Cumre was overwhelmed by the Samnites, Poseidonia by the 
Lucanians ; who became possessed not only of these maritime 
cities, but also of the whole inland territory (now called the 
Basilicata, with part of the Hither Calabria) across from Posei
donia to the neighbourhood of the Gulf of Tarentum : while 
the Bruttians-a mixture of outlying Lucanians with the Greco
CEnotrian population once subject to Sybaris, speaking both 
Greek and Oscan 2-became masters of the inland mountains 
in the Farther Calabria from Consentia nearly to the Sicilian 
strait. It was thus that the ruin of Sybaris, combined with the 
spread of the Lucanians and Bruttians, deprived the Italic 
Greeks of that inland territory which they had enjoyed in the 
sixth century B.c., and restricted them to the neighbourhood 
of the coast. To understand the extraordinary power and 
prosperity of Sybaris and Krot6n, in the sixth century B.c., 
when the whole of this inland territory was subject to them 
and before the rise of the Lucanians and Bnittians, and 
when the name Magna Grrecia was first given-it is necessary 
to glance by contrast at these latter periods ; more especially 
since the same name still continued to be applied by the 
Romans to Italic Greece after the contraction of territory had 
rendered it less appropriate. 

Of Krot6n at this early period of its power and prosperity 
we know even less than of Sybaris. It stood distinguished 
both for the number of its citizens who received prizes at the 
Olympic games, and for the excellence of its surgeons or physi-

1 Athenreus, xii. p. 519. 2 Festus, v. bilingues Brutates, 
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cians. And what may seem more surprising, if we. consider 
the extreme present insalubrity of the site upon which it stood, 
it was in ancient times proverbially healthy, 1 which was not so 
much the case with the more fertile Sybaris. Respecting all 
these cities of Italic Greeks, the same remark is applicable as 
was before made in reference to the Sicilian Greeks-that the 
intermixture of the native population sensibly affected both 
their character and habits. We have no information respecting 
their government during this early period of prosperity, except 
that we find mention at Kroton (as at the Epizephyrian Lokri) 
of a senate of Iooo members, yet not excluding occasionally 
the ecclesia or general assembly.2 Probably the steady increase 
of their dominion in the interior, and the facility of providing 
maintenance for new population, tended much to make their 
political systems, whatever they may have been, work in a 
satisfactory manner. The attempt of Pythagoras and his fol
lowers to constitute themselves a ruling faction as well as a 
philosophical sect, will be recounted in a subsequent chapter. 
The proceedings connected with that attempt will show that 
there was considerable analogy and sympathy between the 
various cities of Italian Greece, so as to render them liable to 
be acted on by the same causes. But though the festivals of 
the Lakinian Here, administered by the Krotoniates, formed 
from e<!-rly times a common point of religious assemblage to all 3 

-yet the attempts to institute periodical meetings of deputies, 
far the express purpose of maintaining political harmony, did 
not begin until after the destruction of Sybaris, nor were they 
ever more than partially successful. 

One other city, the most distant colony founded by Greeks 
in the western regions, yet remains to be mentioned; and we 
can do no more than mention it, since we have no facts to 
make up its history. Massalia, the modern Marseilles, was 
founded by the Ionic Phok<eans in the 45th Olympiad, about 
597 n.c.,4 at the time when Sybaris and Krot6n were near the 

1 Strabo, vi. p. 262. 
2 Jamblichus, Vit. Pythagor. c. 9, p. 33 ; c. 35, p. 210. 
3 Athenreus, xii. 541. · · 
4 This date depends upon Timreus (as quoted by Skymnus Chins, 2IO) 

and Solinfis ; there seems no reason for distrusting it, though Thucydides 
(i. 13) and Isokrates (Archidamus, p. 316) seem to conceive Massalia as 
founded by thePhokreans about 6o years later, when Ionia was conquered 
by Harpagus (see Bruckner, Historia Reip. Massiliensium, sect. 2, p. 9, 
and Raoul Rochette, Histoire des Colonies Grecques, vol. iii. p. 405-413, 
who however puts the arrival of .the Phoka:ans, in these regions and at 
Tartessus, much too early). 
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maximum of their power-when the peninsula of Calabria was 
all Hellenic, and when Cumre also had not yet been visited by 
those calamities which brought about its decline. So much 
Hellenism in the south of Italy doubtless facilitated the western 
progress of the adventurous Phokren mariner. It would appear 
that Massalia was founded by amicable fusion of Phokrean 
colonists with the indigenous Gauls, if we may judge by the 
romantic legend of the Protiadre, a Massaliotic family or gens 
existing in the time of Aristotle. Euxenus, a Phokrean mer
chant, had contracted friendly relations with Nanus, a native 
chief in the south of Gaul, and was invited to the festival in 
which the latter was about to celebrate the marriage of his 
daughter Petta. According to the custom of the country, the 
maiden was to choose for herself a husband among the guests 
by presenting him with a cup: through accident, or by prefer
ence, Petta presented it to Euxenus, and became his wife. 
Pr6tis of Massalia, the offspring of this marriage, was the 
primitive ancestor and eponym of the Protiadre. According to 
another story respecting the origin of the same gens, Pr6tis was 
himself the Phokrean leader who married Gyptis, daughter of 
Nannus king of the Segobrigian Gauls.1 

Of the history of Massalia we know little, nor does it appear 
to have been connected with the general movement of the 
Grecian world. We learn generally that the Massaliots admin
istered their affairs with discretion as well as with unanimity, 
and exhibited in their private habits an exemplary modesty
that although preserving alliance with the people of the interior, 
they were scrupulously vigilant in guarding their city against 
surprise, permitting no armed strangers to enter-that they in
troduced the culture of vines and olives, and gradually ex
tended the Greek alphabet, language, and civilisation among 
the neighbouring Gauls-that they not only possessed and 
fortified many positions along the coast of the Gulf of Lyons, 
but also founded five colonies along the eastern coast of Spain 
-that their government was oligarchical, consisting of a 
perpetual senate of 6oo persons, yet admitting occasionally 
new members from without, and a small council of fifteen 
members-that the Delphinian Apollo and the Ephesian 
Artemis were their chief deities, planted as guardians of their 
outlying posts, and transmitted to their colonies.2 Although 

1 Aristotle, Ma<T<Ta;\twrwv ?ro;\trela, ap. Athemeum, xiii. p. 576; Justin, 
xliii. 3· Plutarch (Solon, c. 2) seems to follow the same story as Justin. 

2 Strabo, iv. p. 179-182 ; Justin, xliii. 4-5 ; Cicero, Pro Fiacco, 26. It 
rather appears from Aristotle (Po lit. v. 5, 2 ; vi. 4-5) that the senate was 
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it is common to represent a deliberate .march and steady 
supremacy of the governing few, with contented obedience on 
the part of the many, as the characteristic of Dorian states, and 
mutability not less than disturbance as the prevalent tendency 
in Ionian~yet there is no Grecian commut1ity to whom the'· 
former attributes are more pointedly ascribed than the Ionic 
Massalia. The commerce of the Massaliots appears to have 
been extensive, and their armed maritime force sufficiently 
powerful to defend)t against the aggressions of Carthage-their 
principal enemy in the western Mediterrane:m. · · 

CHAP~ER XXIII 

GRECIAN COLONIES IN AND NEAR EPIRUS 

ON the eastern side of the Ionian Sea were situated the 
Grecian colonies of Korkyra, Leukas, Anaktorium, Ambrakia, 
Apollonia, and Epidamnus . 
. Among these, by far the most distinguished, for ·situation, 

for wealth, and for power, was Korkyra-now known as Corfu, 
the same name belonging, as in antiquity, both to the town and 
the island, which is separated from the coast of Epirus by a 
strait varying from two to seven miles in breadth.· Korkyra 
was founded by the Corinthians, at the same time (we are told) 
as Syracuse. Chersiknttes, a Bacchiad, is said to have accom
panied Archias on his voyage from Corinth to Syracuse, and 
to have been left with a company of emigrants on the island of 
Korkyra, where he founded a settlement.! What ·inhabitants 
he found there, or how they were dealt with, we cannot clearly 
make out. The island was generally conceived in antiquity as 
the residence of the Homeric Phreakians, and it is to.this fact 
that Thucydides ascribes in part the eminence of the Korkyrrean 
marine. 2 According to another story, some Eretrians from 
Eubrea had settled there, and were compelled to retire. A 

originally a body completely close, which gave rise to discontent on the 
part of wealthy men not included in it : a mitigation took place by admit-
ting into it, occasionally, men selected from the latter. · 

Some authors seem to have accused the Massaliots of luxurious and 
effeminate habits (see Athenreus, xii. p. 523). 

1 Strabo, vi. p. 269 : compare Timreus, Fragm. 49, ed. Goller ; Fr. 53, 
<::d. Didot. 

2 Thucyd. i. 25. 
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third statement represents the Liburnians 1 as the prior in
habitants-and this perhaps is the most probable, since the 
Liburnians were an enterprising, maritime, piratical race, who 
long continued to occupy the more northerly islands in the 
Adriatic along the Illyrian and Dalmatian coast. That maritime 
activity, and number of ships both warlike and commercial, 
which we find at an early date among the Korkyrreans, and 
in which they stand distinguished from the Italian and Sicilian 
Greeks, may be plausibly attributed to their partial fusion with 
pre-existing Liburnians; for the ante-Hellenic natives of Magna 
Grrecia and Sicily (as has been already noticed) were as un
practised at sea as the Liburnians were expert. 

At the time when the Corinthians were about to colonise 
Sicily, it was natural that they should also wish to plant a 
settlement at Korkyra, which was a post of great importance 
for facilitating the voyage from Peloponnesus to Italy, and was 
further convenient for traffic with Epirus, at that period altogether 
non-Hellenic. Their choice of a site was fully justified by the 
prosperity and power of the colony, which, however, though 
sometimes in combination ·with the mother'city, was more 
frequently alienated from her and hostile, and continued so 
throughout most part of the three centuries from 7oo-4oo B.c.2 

Perhaps also Molykreia and Chalkis,s on the south-western 
coast of lEtolia, not far from the mouth of the Corinthian Gulf, 
may have been founded by Corinth at a date hardly less early 
than Korkyra. 

It was at Corinth that the earliest improvements in Greek 
ship-building, and the first construction of the trireme or war
ship with a triple bank of oars, was introduced. It was probably 
from Corinth that this improvement passed to Korkyra, as it 
did to Samos. In early times, th~ Korkyrrean navy was in 
a condition to cope with the Corinthian ; and the most ancient 
naval battle known to Thucydides 4 was one between these two 
states, in 664 B.C. As far as we can make out, it appears that 
Korkyra maintained her independence not only during the 
government of the Bacchiads at Corinth, but also throughout 
the long reign of the despot K ypselus, and a part of the reign 
of his son Periander. But towards the close of this latter reign, 
we find Korkyra subject to Corinth. The barbarous treatment 
inflicted by Periander, in revenge for the death of his son, upon 

1 Strabo, l. c. ; Plutarch, Qnrest. Gnec. c. I I : a different fable in Conon, 
Narrat. 3, ap. Photinm Cod. 86. 

2 Herodot. iii. 49· 8 Thucyd. i. I08; iii. 102, 

' Thucyd. i. 13. 
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300 Korkyr::ean youths, has already been recounted in a former 
chapter.! After the death.·of Periander, the island seems to 
have regained its independence, but we are left .without any 
particular-s respecting it from about 585 B.C. down to the period 
shortly preceding the invasion of Greece by Xerxes~nearly a 
century. At this later epoch the Korkyr::eans possessed a 
naval force hardly inferior to any state in Greece. The expulsion 
of the Kypselids from Corinth, and the re-establishment of the 
previous oligarchy or something like it, does not seem to have 
reconciled the Korkyr::eans to their mother-city. For it was 
immediately previous to the Peloponnesian war that the 
Corinthians preferred the bitterest complaints against them,2 

of setting at nought those obligations which a colony was 
generally understood to be opliged to r~nder. No place of 
honour was reserved at the public festivals 'Of Korkyra for 
Corinthian visitors, nor was it the practice to offer to the latter 
the first taste of the victims sacrificed-observances which were 
doubtless respectfully fulfilled at Ambrakia and Leukas. Never" 
theless the Korkyr::eans had taken part conjointly with the 
Corinthians in favour of Syracuse, when that city was in 
imminent danger of being conquered and enslaved by Hippo
kratesa despot of Gela (abou,t 492 B.c.)-an incident showing 
that they were not destitute of generous sympathy with sister 
states, and leading us to imagine that their alienation from 
Corinth was as much the fault of the mother-city as their own. 

The grounds of the ·quarrel were, probably, jealousies of 
trade-especially trade with 'th~. Epirotic and Illyriart tribes, 
wherein both were to a great degree rivals. Safe at home and 
industrious in the culture of their fertile island, the Korkyr::eans 
were able to furnish wine and oil to the Epirots on the main
land, in exchange for the cattle, sheep, hides and wool of the 
latter-more easily and cheaply than the Corinthian merchant. 
And for the purposes of this trade; they had possessed them" 
selves of a Per::ea or strip of the mainland immediately on the 
other side of the intervening strait, where they fortified various 
posts for ,the protection of their property.4 The Corinthians 
were personally more popular among the Epirots than the 
Korkyr::eans; 5 but it was not until long after the foundation 
of Korkyra that they established their first settlement on the 

1 Herodot. iii. 49-51 ; see vol~ iii. chap. ix. 
2 Thucyd. i. 25-37· 3 Herodot. vii. 155. 
4 Thucyd. iii. 85. These fortifications are· probably alluded to also 

i. 45-54• 1) ~s 'f'WII ~t<flvwv '1'1 xwpiwv. 
6 Thucyd. i. 47· 
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mainland-Ambrakia, on the north side of the Ambrakiotic 
Gulf, near the mouth of the river Arachthus. It was during 
the reign of Kypselus, and under the guidance of his son 
Gorgus, that this settlement was planted, which afterwards 
became populous and considerable. We know nothing 
respecting its growth, and we hear only of a despot named 
Periander as ruling in it, probably related to the despot of the 
same name at Corinth,! Periander of Ambrakia was overthown 
by a private conspiracy, provoked by his own brutality and 
warmly seconded by the citizens, who lived constantly afterwards 
under a popular government. 2 

Notwithstanding the long-continued dissensions between 
Korkyra and Corinth, it appears that four considerable settle
ments on this same line of coast were formed by the joint 
enterprise of both-Leukas and Anaktorium, to the south of the 
mouth of the Ambrakiotic Gulf-and Apollonia and Epidamnus, 
both in the territory of the Illyrians at some distance to the 
north of the Akrokeraunian promontory. In the settlement of 
the two latter, the Korkyr~ans seem to have been the principals 
-in that of the two former, they were only auxiliaries. It 
probably did not suit their policy to favour the establishment 
of any new colony on the intermediate coast opposite to their 
own island, between the promontory and the gulf above
mentioned. Leukas, Anaktorium, and Ambrakia, are all 
referred to the agency of Kypselus the Corinthian. The 
tranquillity which Aristotle ascribes to his reign may be in part 
ascribed to the new homes thus provided for poor or discontented 
Corinthian citizens. Leukas was situated near the modern 
Santa Maura: the present island was originally a peninsula, 
and continued to be so until the time of Thucydides; but in 
the succeeding half-century, the Leukadians cut through the 
isthmus, and erected a bridge across the narrow strait connecting 
them with the mainland. It had been once an Akarnanian 
settlement, named Epileukadii, the inhabitants of which falling 
into civil dissension, invited rooo Corinthian settlers to join 
them. The new-comers choosing their opportunity for attack, 
slew or expelled those who had invited them, made themselves 
masters of the place with its lands, and converted it from an 
Akarnanian village into a Grecian town.3 Anaktorium was 

1 Strabo, vii. p. 325, x. p. 452; Skymn. Chi. 453 : Raoul Rochette, 
Hist. des Colon. Grecq. vol. iii. p. 294· 

2 Aristot. Polit. v. 3, 5 ; v. 8, 9· 
3 A bout Leukas, see Strabo, x. p. 452; Sky lax, p. 34; Steph. Byz. v. 

'E1rLAEutccf0Lol. 
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situated a short distance within ·the mouth of the Ambrakian 
Gulf-founded, like Leukas, . upon Akarnanian soil and with 
a mixture of Akarnanian inhabitants, by colonists under the 
auspices of Kypselus or Periarider. In both these establishments· 
Korkyrcean settlers participated ; 1 in both also, the usual 
religious feelings connected with Grecian emigration were 
displayed by the neighbourhood of a venerated temple of Apollo 
overlooking the sea-Apollo Aktius near ·. Anaktorium, and 
Apollo Leukatas near- Leukas.2 ' • 

Between these three settlements-Ambrakia, Anaktorium, 
and ~Leukas-and the Akarnanian population of the interior, 
there were standing feelings of hostility ; perh~ps arising out 
of the violence which had marked the first foundation of 
Leukas. The Corinthians, though popular with tht: Epirots, 
had been indifferent or unsuccessful in conciliating the 
Akarnanians. It rather seems indeed that the Akarnanians 
were averse to the presence or neighbourhood· of any powerful 
sea-port; for in spite of their hatred towards the Ambrakiots, 
they were more apprehensive of seeing Ambrakia in the hands 
of the Athenians than in that of "its own native citizens. 3 

The two colonies north of the :Akrokeraunian promontory, 
and on the coast-land of the Illyrian· tribes-Apollonia and 
Epidamnus-were formed chiefly by the Korkyrreans, yet with 
some aid and a portion of the settlers from Corinth, as well as 
from other Doric towns. Especi~lly it is to be noticed, that 
the cekist was a Corinthian and a· Herakleid, Phalius the son 

Strabo seems to ascribe the cutting through of the isthmus to the original 
colonists. But Thucydid~s speaks of this isthmus in the plainest manner 
(iii. 8 I), and of the Corinthian ships of war as being transported across it, . 
The Dioryktos, or intervening factitious canal, was always shallow, only 
deep enough for boats, so that ships of war had still to be carried across by 
hand or machinery (Polyb. v. 5) : both Plutarch (De Sed. Num. Vind. 
p. 552) and Pliny treat Lcukadia as having again become a peninsula, from 
the accumulation of sand (H. N. iv. I): compare Livy, xxxiii. I7. 

Manner! (Geograph. der Gr. und Rom. Part viii. b. I, p. 72) accepts the 
statement of Strabo, and thinks that the Dioryktos had already been dug 
before the time of Thucydid~s. ' But it seems more reasonable to suppose 
that Strabo was misinformed as to the date, and that the cut took place at 
some time bet~een the age of Thucydid~s and that of Sky lax. 

Boeckh (ad Corp. Inscriptt. Gr. t. i. p. 58) and W. C. MUller (De 
Corcyrreor. Republica, Gotting. I835, p. I8) agree with Mannert. 

l Skymn. Chius, 458; Thucyd. i. 55 ; Plutarch, Themisrokl@s, c. 24. 
2 Thncyd. i. 46 ; Strabo, :x. p. 452. Before 220 B. c., the temple of 

Apollo Aktius, which in the time of Thucydid@s belonged to Anaktorium, 
had come to belong to the Akarnanians; it seems also that the town itself , 
had been merged in the .(\karnanian league, for Polybius does not mention 
it separately (Polyb. iv. 63). 

3 Thucyd. iii. 94, 95, II5. 
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of Eratokleides-for according to the usual practice of Greece, 
whenever a city, itself a colony, founded a sub-colony, the cekist 
of the latter was borrowed from the mother-city of the former. I 
Hence the Corinthians acquired a partial right of control 
and interference in the affairs of Epidamnus, which we shall 
find hereafter leading to important practical consequences. 
Epidamnus (better known under its subsequent name 
Dyrrhachium) was situated on an isthmus on or near the 
territory of the Illyrian tribe called Taulantii, and is said to 
have been settled about 627 B.c. Apollonia, of which the god 
Apollo himself seems to have been recognised as cekist,2 was 
founded under similar circumstances, during the reign of 
Periander of Corinth, on a maritime plain both extensive and 
fertile, near the river Aous, two days' journey south of 
Epidamnus. 

Both the one and the other of these two cities seem to have 
flourished, and to have receiv~d accession of inhabitants from 
Triphylia in Peloponnesus, when that country was subdued by 
the Eleians. Respecting Epidamnus, especially, we are told 
that it acquired great wealth and population during the century 
preceding the Peloponnesian war.3 A few allusions which we 
find in Aristotle, too brief to afford much instruction, lead us 
to suppose that the governments of both began by being close 
oligarchies under the management of the primitive leaders 
of the colony-that in Epidamnus, the artisans and tradesmen 
in the town were considered in the light of slaves belong
ing to the public-but that in process of time (seemingly 
somewhat before the Peloponnesian war) intestine dissensions 

1 Thucyd. i. 24-26. 
2 The rhetor Aristeid~s pays a similar compliment to Kyzikus, in his 

Panegyrical Address at that city-the god Apollo had founded it personally 
and directly himself, not through any human cekist, as was the case with 
other colonies (Aristeid@s, A6-yos 1r€pl Kv(b.:ov, Or. xvi. p. 414; vol. i. 
p. 384, Dindorf). 

3 Thucyd. i. 24. ~-ylvero p.e'"fci.ll.?l Kal ... o71.vci.vepw1ros; Strabo, vii. p. 316, 
viii, p. 357: Steph. Byz. v. 'A1roll.ll.wvla; Plutarch, De Sera Numin. Vind. 
p. 553; Pausan. v. 22, 2. 

Respecting the plain near the site of the ancient Apollonia, Colonel 
Leake observes: ''The cultivation of this noble plain, capable of supplying 
grain to all Illyria and Epirus, with an abundance of other productions, is 
confined to a few patches of maize near the villages " (Travels in Northern 
Greece, vol. i. ch. vii. p. 367). Compare c. ii. p. 70. 

The country surrounding Durazzo (the ancient Epidamnus) is described 
by another excellent observer as highly attractive, though now unhealthy. 
See the valuable topographical work, 'Albanien, Rumelien, und die 
Oesterreichisch-montenegrinische Granze, von Dr. Joseph MUller' (Prag. 
1844), p. 62. 
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broke up this oligarchy,1 substituted a periodical senate, with 
occasional public assemblies, in place of the permanent phylarchs 
or chiefs of tribes, and thus introduced a form more or less 
democratical, yet still retaining the original single-headed archon. 
The Epidamnian govermnent was liberal irt the admission of 
metics or resident aliens-a fact which renders it probable that 
the alleged public slavery of artisans in that town was a status 
carrying with it none of the hardships of actual slavery. It 
was through an authorised selling agent, or Poletes, that all 
traffic between Epidamnus and the neighbouring Illyrians was 
carried on-individual dealing with them being interdicted. 2 

Apollonia was in one respect pointedly distinguished from 
Epidamnus, since she excluded metics or resident strangers 
with a degree of rigoiJ.r hardly inferior to Sparta. These few 
facts are all that we are permitted to hear respecting colonies 
both important in themselves and interesting as they brought 
the Greeks into connexion with. distant people and regions. 

The six colonies just named-Korkyra, Ambrakia, Anak
torium, Leukas, Apollonia, and Epidamnus-form an aggregate 
lying apart from the rest of the Hellenic name and connected 
with each other, though not always maintained in harmony, by 
analogy of race and position, as well as by their common 
original from Corinth. That . the commerce which the 
Corinthian merchants carried on with them, and through them 
with the tribes in the interior, was lucrative, we can have no 
doubt; and Leukas and Ambrakia continued for a long time 
to be not merely faithful allies, but servile imitators, of their 
motherJcity. The commerce of Korkyra is also represented as 
very extensive, and carried even to the northern extremity of 
the Ionic Gulf. It would seem that they were the first Greeks 
to open a trade and to establish various settlements on the 
Illyrian and Dalmatian coasts, as the Phok<eans were the first 
to carry their traffic along the Adriatic coast of Italy. The jars 
and pottery of Korkyra enjoyed great reputation throughout 
all parts of the Gulf. 3 The general trade of the island, and the 

1 Thucyd. i. 25 ; Aristot. Po!it. ii. 4, 13 ; iii. I I, I ; iv . .J, 8 ; v. I, 6 ; 
v. 3. 4· 

The allusions of the philosopher are so brief, as to convey little or 
no knowledge: see 0. MUller,· Dorians, b. iii. 9, 6; Tittmann, Griech. 
Staatsverfass. p. 49 I. 

2 Plutarch, Quaost. Graoc. p. 297, c. 29; lElian, V .. H. xiii. I6. 
3 IV. C. Miiller, De Corcyrreor. Repub. ch. 3, p. 6o-63; Aristot. Mirab. · 

Ausc. c. 104; Hesychius, v. KEpKvpcX:ioc &.p.<J>opeis; Herodot; i. 145. 
The story given in the above passage of the ·Pseudo-Aristotle is to be 

taken in connexion with the succeeding chapter of. the same work (ros), 
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encouragement for its shipping, must probably have been 
greater during the sixth century B.c., while the cities of Magna 
Gr~cia were at the maximum of their prosperity, than in the 
ensuing century when they had comparatively declined. Nor 
can we doubt that the visitors and presents to the oracle of 
Dodona in Epirus, which was distant two days' journey on 
landing from Korkyra, and the importance of which was most 
sensible during the earlier periods of Grecian history, contributed 
to swell the traffic of the Korkyr~ans. 

It is worthy of notice that the monetary system established 
at Korkyra was thoroughly Grecian and Corinthian, graduated 
on the usual scale of ohols, drachms, min~, and talents, 
without including any of those native Italian or Sicilian 
elements which were adopted by the cities in Magna Gr~cia 
and Sicily. The type of the Corinthian coins seems also to 
have passed to those of Leukas and Ambrakia.1 

Of the islands of Zakynthus and Kephallenia (Zante and 
Cephalonia) we hear very little: of Ithaka, so interesting from 
the story of the Odyssey, we have no historical information 
at all. The inhabitants of Zakynthus were Ach~ans from 
Peloponnesus : Kephallenia was distributed among four separate 
city-governments. 2 Neither of these islands plays any part in 
Grecian history until the time of the maritime empire of Athens, 
after the Persian war. 

CHAPTER XXIV 

AKARN ANIANS-EPIROTS 

SoME notice must be taken of those barbarous or non-Hellenic 
nations who formed the immediate neighbours of Hellas, west 
of the range of Pindus, and north of that range which connects 
Pindus with Olympus-as well as of those other tribes who, 
though lying more remote from Hellas Proper, were yet 
brought into relations of traffic or hostility with the Hellenic 
colonies. 
wherein the statement (largely credited in antiquity) is given that the river 
Danube forked at a certain point of its course into two streams, one flowing 
into the Adriatic, the other into the Euxine. 

1 See the Inscriptions No. 1838 and No. 1845, in the collection of 
Boeckh, and Boeckh's Metrologie, vii. 8, p. 97· Respecting the Corinthian 
coinage our information is confused and imperfect. 

2 Thucyd. ii. 3o-66. 
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Between the Greeks and these foreign neighbours, the 

Akarnanians, of whom I have already ·spoken briefly in a 
preceding volume, form the proper link of transition. They 
occupied the territory bet~veen the river Achelous, the Ionian 
Sea, and the Ambrakian Gulf: they were Greeks, and admitted 
as such to contend at the Pan-Hellenic games,1 yet they were 
also closely connected with the Amphilochi and Agnei, who 
were not Greeks. In manners, sentiments, and intelligence, 
they were half-Hellenic and half-Epirotic-like the lEtolians 
and the Ozolian Lokrians. Even down to the time of Thucy
dides, these nations were subdivided into I?-Umerous petty 
communities, lived in unfortified villages, were frequently in 
the habit of plundering each other, arid never p~rmitted 
themselves to be unarmed : in case of attack, they withdrew 
their families and their scanty stock, chiefly cattle, to the 
shelter of difficult mountains or marshes. They were for the 
most part light-armed, few among them being trained to 
the panoply of -the Grecian hoplite; but they were both brave 
and skilful in their own mode of warfare, and the sling in 
the hands of the Akarnanian was a weapon of formidable 
efficiency. 2 

Notwithstanding this state of disunion and insecurity, 
however, the Akarnanians' mail!tained a loose political league 
among themselves .. A hill near the Amphilochian Argos, on 
the shores of the Ambrakian Gulf, had been fortified to serve 
as a judgement-seat or place of meeting for the settlement of 
disputes. And it seems that both Stratus and CEniadre had 
become fortified in some measure towards the commencement 
of the Peloponnesian war. The former, the most considerable 
township in Akarnania, was situated on the Achelous, rather 
high up its course-the latter was at the mouth of the river, 
and was rendered difficult of approach by its inundations. 3 

Astakus, Solium, Palrerus, and Alyzia, lay on or near the coast 
of the Ionian Sea, between CEniadre and Leukas : Phytia, 
Koronta, Medeon, Limnrea and Thyrium, were between the 
southern shore of the Ambrakian Gulf and the river Achelous. 

·The Akarnanians appear to have produ·ced many prophets. 
They traced up their mythical ancestry, as well as that of their 
neighbours the Amphilochians, to the most renowned prophetic 
family among the Grecian heroes-Amphiaraus, with his sons 

1 See Aristot. Fragm. ?rEpl IToA<TELwv, ed. Neumann; Fragm. 2. 
'Allapv&vwv 7roi\t'TEla. 

2 Pollux. i. r 50 ; Thucyd. ii. 8 I. 
3 Thucyd. ii. 102; iii. IDS:. 
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Alkm~on and Amphilochus : Akarnan, the eponymous hero 
of the nation, and other eponymous heroes of the separate 
towns, were supposed to be the sons of Alkm~on. 1 They are 
spoken of, together with the h:tolians, as mere rude shepherds 
by the lyric poet Aikman, and so they seem to have continued 
with little alteration until the beginning of the Peloponnesian 
war, when we hear of them, for the first time, as allies of 
Athens and as bitter enemies of the Corinthian colonies on 
their coast. The contact of those colonies, however, and the 
large spread of Akarnanian accessible coast, could not fail to 
produce some effect in socialising and improving the people. 
And it is probable that this effect would have been more 
sensibly felt, had not the Akarnanians been kept back by the 
fatal neighbourhood of the h:tolians, with whom they were in 
perpetual feud-a people the most unprincipled and unim
provable of all who bore the Hellenic name, and whose 
habitual faithlessness stood in marked contrast with the 
rectitude and steadfastness of the Akarnanian character.2 It 
was in order to strengthen the Akarnanians against these 
rapacious neighbours that the Macedonian Kassander urged 
them to consolidate their numerous small townships into a few 
considerable cities. Partially at least the recommendation was 
carried into effect, so as to aggrandise Stratus and one or two 
other towns. But in the succeeding century, the town of 
Leukas seems to lose its original position as a separate Corin
thian colony, and to pass into that of chief city of Akarnania, 3 

which it lost only by the sentence of the Roman conquerors. 
Passing over the borders of Akarnania, we find small nations 

or tribes not considered as Greeks, but known, from the fourth 
century B.C. downwards, under the common name of Epirots. 
This word signifies properly, inhabitants of a continent as 
opposed to those of an island or a peninsula. It came only 
gradually to be applied by the Greeks as their comprehensive 
denomination to designate all those diverse tribes, between the 
Ambrakian Gulf on the south and west, Pindus on the east, 
and the Illyrians and Macedonians to the north and north
east. Of these Epirots, the principal were-the Chaonians, 

1 Thucyd. ii. 68-102 ; Stephan. Byz. v. 4-olncu. See the discussion in 
Strabo (x. p. 462), whether the Akarnanians did, or did not, take part in 
the expedition against Troy ; Ephorus maintaining the negative, and 
stringing together a plausible narrative to explain why they did not. The 
time came when the Akamanians gained credit with Rome for this supposed 
absence of their ancestors. 

2 Polyb. iv. 30 : compare also ix. 40. 
3 Diodor. xix. 67; Livy xxxiii. 16-17; xlv. 31. 
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Thesprotians, Kassopians, and Molossians,l who occupied the 
country inland as well as maritime along the Ionian Sea from 
the Akrokeraunian mountains to the borders of Ambrakia 
in the interior of the Aml:irakian Gulf. The Agr:eans and 
Amphilochiaris dwelt· eastward of the last-mentioned gulf, 
bordering upon ·Akarnania:: the· Athamanes, the Tympha::ans, 
and the Talares lived along the wester!] skirts and high range 
of Pindus. Among these various tribes it is difficult to dis
criminate the semi-Hellenic from the non-Hellenic; for 
Herodotus considers both Molossians and Thesprotians as 
Hellenic-and the oracle of Dodona, as well as the N eky
omanteion (or holy cavern for evoking the dead) of Acheron, 
were both in the territory of the Thesprotians, and both (in 
the time,6f the historian) Hellenic. Thucydides, on the other 
hand, treats both Molossians and Thesprotians as barbaric, 
and· Strabo says the same respecting ·the Athamanes, whom 
Plato numbers as Hellenic.2 , As the Epirots were confounded 
with the Hellenic .communities towards· the south, so they 
become blended with the Macedonian and Illyrian tribes 
tow:i.r.ds the north. The Macedonian . Oresta::, north of the 
Cambunian mountains and east of Pindus, are called by 
Hekatreus a Molossia:n tribe; and Strabo even extends the 
designation Epirots to .the Illyrian Parorrei and Atintanes, west 
of Pindus, nearly on' the same parallel of latitude with the 
Orest;£.3 It must be remembered (as :observed above), that 
while the designations Illyrians and Macedoniaris are properly 
ethnical',• given to denote analogies of language, habits, feeling, 
and supposed origin, and probably acknowledged by the people 
themselves-the name Epirots belongs to the Greek language, 
is given by Greeks alone, and marks nothing except residence 
on a particular portion of the continent. Theopompus (about 
340 B.c.) reckoned fourteen distinct Epirotic nations, among 

1 Skylax. c. 28-32. 
2 Herodot. ii. 56;v. 92, vi; 127; Thucyd. ii. .So; Plato, Minos, p. 315. 

The Chaonians and Thesprotians were separated by the river Thyamis 
(now Kalamas)- Thucyd. i 46; .Stephan us Byz. v. Tpola. 

3 Hekatreus, .Fr. 77, ed .. Klausen; Strabo,, vii. p. 326; Appian, Illyric, 
c. 7. In the time of Thucydides, the Molossr and the Atintanes were 
under the same king (ii. So). The name 'H7r<Lpw1'«1, with Thucydides, 
mean's. only inhabitants of ·a continent-al T«~TV i)7reLpwTCu (i. 47 ; ii. So) 
includes JEtolians and Akarnanians (iii. 94-95), and is applied to inhabitants 
ofThra~e (iv. 105). 

Epirus is used in its special sense to designate . the ·territory ·west of 
'Pindtis; by X'enophon, Hellen. vi. I, 7; · 

Compare Mannert, Geographie der Griech. und Romer, part vii. book 2, 

p. 28J. 
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whom the Molossians and Chaonians were the principal. It 
is possible that some of these may have been semi-Illyrian, 
others semi-Macedonian, though all were comprised by him 
under the common name Epirots.l 

Of these various tribes, who dwelt between the Akrokeraunian 
promontory and the Ambrakian Gulf, some at· least appear to 
have been of ethnical kindred with portions of the inhabitants 
of Southern Italy. There were Chaonians on the Gulf of 
Tarentum before the arrival of the Greek settlers, as well as in 
Epirus. Though we do not find the name Thesprotians in 
Italy, we find there a town named Pandosia and a river named 
Acheron, the same as among the Epirotic Thesprotians: the 
ubiquitous name Pelasgian is connected both with one and 
with the other. This ethnical affinity, remote or near, between 
CEnotrians and Epirots, which we must accept as a fact without 
being able to follow it into detail, consists at the same time 
with the circumstance-that both seem to have been suscep
tible of Hellenic influences to an unusual degree, and to have 
been moulded, with comparatively little difficulty, into an 
imperfect Hellenism, like that of the JEtolians and Akarnanians. 
The Thesprotian conquerors of Thessaly passed in this manner 
into Thessalian Greeks. The Amphilochians who inhabited 
Argos on the Ambrakian Gulf were hellenised by the reception 
of Greeks from Ambrakia, though the Amphilochians situated 
without the city still remained barbarous in the time of 
Thucydides: 2 a century afterwards, probably, they would be 
hellenised like the rest by a longer continuance of the same 
influences-as happened with the Sikels in Sicily. 

To assign the names and exact boundaries of the different 
tribes inhabiting Epirus as they stood in the seventh and sixth 
centuries B.c., at the time when the western stream of Grecian 
colonisation was going on, and when the newly-established 
Ambrakiots must have been engaged in subjugating or expelling 
the prior occupants of their valuable site-is out of our power. 
We have no information prior to Herodotus and Thucydides, 
and that which they tell us cannot be safely applied to a time 
either much earlier or much later than their own. That there 
was great analogy between the inland Macedonians a.nd the 
Epirots, from Mount Bermius across the continent to the coast 
opposite Korkyra, in military equipment, in the fashion of 
cutting the hair, and in speech, we are apprised by a valuable 
passage of Strabo; who further tells us that many of the tribes 

1 Strabo, vii. p. 324. 2 Thucyd. ii. 68. 
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spoke two different languages 1-a fact which at least proves 
very close inter-communion, if not a double origin and incor
poration. Wars or voluntary secessions and new alliances 
would alter the boundaries and relative situation of the various 
tribes. And this would be the more easily effected, as all 

~
pirus, even in the fourth century B.c., was parcelled out 
mong an aggregate of villages, without any great central cities: 
o that the severance of a village from the Molossian union, 
nd its junction with the Thesprotian (abstracting from the 
eelings with which it might be comiected), would make little 
practical difference in its condition or proceedings. The 
~radual increase of Hellenic influence tended partially to 
centralise this political dispersion, enlarging some · of the 
l'illages into small towns by the incorporation of some of their 
neighbours; and in this way probably were formed the seventy 
Epirotic cities which were destroyed and given up to plunder 
::m the same day, by Paulus Emilius and the Roman se'nate. 
The Thesprotian Ephyre is called a city even by Thucydides. 2 

Nevertheless the situation was unfavourable to the formation 
:>f considerable cities, either on the coast or in the interior, 
>ince the physical character of the territory is an exaggeration 
:>f that of Greece-almost throughout, wild, rugged and 
mountainous. The valleys and low grounds, though frequ~nt, 
are never extensive-while the soil is rarely suited, . in any 
continuous spaces, for the cultivation of corn; insomuch that 
the flour for the consumption of Janina, at the present day, is 
transported from Thessaly over the lofty ridge of Pindus by 
means of asses and mules ; 3 while the fruits and vegetables 
are brought from Arta, the territory of Ambrakia. Epirus is 
~ssentially a pastoral country: its cattle as well as its shepherds 
and shepherd's dogs were celebrated throughout all antiquity; 
and its population then, as now, found divided village residence 
the most suitable to their means and occupations. In spite of 

1 Strabo, vii. p. 324. In these same regions, under the Turkish govern
ment of the present day, such is the mixture and intercourse of Greeks, 
Albanians, Bulgaric Sclavonians, Wallachians and Turks, that most of the 
natives find themselves under the necessity of acquiring two, sometimes 
three, languages : see Dr. Grise bach, Reise durch Rumelien und nach 
Brussa, ch. xii. vol. ii. p. 68. 

2 Livy, xlv. 34; Thucyd. i. 47. Phanote, in the more northerly part of 
Epirus, is called only a castel!urn, though it was an imporlant military post 
(Livy, xliii. 21). 

3 Leake's Travels in Northern Greece, ch. xxxviii. vol. iv. pp. 207, 210, 
233; ch. ix. vol. i. p. 41 I ; Cyprien Robert, Les Slaves de Turquie, book 
iv. ch. 2. · 

Bov.B&•·o:, 1rpwves E'~oxot-Pindar, Nem. iv. 81; Cresar, Bell. Civil. iii. 47· 
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this natural tendency, however, Hellenic influences were to 
certain extent efficacious, and it is to them that we are t 
ascribe the formation of towns like Phcenike-an inland city 
few miles removed from the sea, in a latitude somewhat nort 
of the northernmost point of Korkyra, which Polybius notice 
as the most flourishing 1 of the Epirotic cities at the time whe 
it was plundered by the Illyrians in 230 B.C. Passar6n, tb 
ancient spot where the Molossian kings were accustomed o 
their accession to take their coronation-oath, had grown into 
considerable town, in this last century before the Roman cor 
quest; while Tekm6n, Phylake, and Horreum also becom 
known to us at the same period.2 But the most importar 
step which those kings made towards aggrandisement, was th 
acquisition of the Greek city of Ambrakia, which became th 
capital of the kingdom of Pyrrhus, and thus gave to hin 
the only site suitable for a concentrated population which th 
country afforded. 

If we follow the coast of Epirus from the entrance of th 
Ambrakian Gulf northward to the Akrokeraunian promontor) 
we shall find it discouraging to Grecian colonisation. Ther 
are none of those extensive maritime plains which the Gul 
of Tarentum exhibits on its coast, and which sustained th 
grandeur of Sybaris and Kr6ton. Throughout the who!· 
extent, the mountain-region, abrupt and affording little cultiv 
able soil, approaches near to the sea; 3 and the level ground 
wherever it exists, must be commanded and possessed (as it i 
now) by villagers on hill-sites, always difficult of attack an< 
often inexpugnable. From hence, and from the neighbourhoo< 
of Korkyra-herself well situated for traffic with Epirus, an< 
jealous of neighbouring rivals-we may understand why tht 
Grecian emigrants omitted this unprofitable tract, and passe< 
on either northward to the maritime plains of Illyria, or west 
ward to Italy. In the time of Herodotus and Thucydides 
there seems to have been no Hellenic settlement betweer 
Ambrakia and Apollonia. The harbour called Glykys Limen 
with the neighbouring valley and plain, the most considerablt 
in Epirus next to that of Ambrakia, near the junction of th< 
lake and river of Acheron with the sea-were possessed by th< 
Thesprotian town of Ephyre, situated on a. neighbourinJ 
eminence ; perhaps also in part by the ancient Thesprotia1 
town of Pandosia, so pointedly connected, both in Italy an< 

1 Polybius, ii. 5, 8. 2 Plutarch, Pyrrh. c. i. ; Livy, xlv. 26. 
a See the description of the geographical features of Epirus in Boue, L: 

Turquie en Europe, Geographie Generate, vol. i. p. 57. 
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Epirus, with the river Acheron.l Amidst the almost inex
pugnable mountains and gorges which mark the course of that 
Thesprotian river, was situated. the memorable recent .com
munity -of Suli; which· held jn dependence many surrounding 
villages ·in the lower grounds and. in the plain-the counterpart 
}?f primitive Epirotic rulers in situation, in fierceness, and in 
~r1dolence, but far superior to them in energetic bravery and 
5:ndurance.' It appears that after the . time of Thu'cydides, 
~~ertain Greek settlers must have found admission into the 
£pirotic towns in this region. ·For Demosthenes 2 mentions 
Pandosia, Buchetia, and Elrea, as settlements from Elis, which 
Philip of Macedon conquered and handed over to his brother
in-law the king of the Molossian Epirots; and Strabo tells us 
that the name ofEphyre had been changed to Kichyrus, which 
appears to imply an accession of new inhabitants. 

Both the Chaonians and Thesprotians appear, in the time of 
Thucydides, as having no kings : there was a privileged kingly 
race, but the presiding chief was changed from year to year. 
The Molossians, however, had a line of kings, succeeding from 
father to son;. which. :professed to trace its descent through 
fifteen generations downward, from Achilles and Neoptolemus 
to Tharypas about the year 400 B.C. : thus forming a scion of 
the great LEakid race. Admetus, the Molossian king to whom 
Themistokles presented himself as a suppliant, appears to have 
lived in the simplicity of an inland village chief. But Arrybas, 
his son or grandson, is said to have been educated at Athens, 
and to have introduced improved social regularity into his 
native country;. while the subsequent kings both imitated the 
ambition and received the aid of Philip of Macedon, extending 
their dominion 3 over .a large portion of the other Epirots. 

1 See the a.ccount of this territory in Colonel Leake's Travels in 
Northern Greece, vol. i. ch. v. ; his journey from Janina, through the 
district of Suli ·and the course of the Acheron, to the plain of Glyky and 
the Acherusian lake and marshes near the sea. Compa.re also vol. iv· ch. 
XXXV. p. 73• , , 

"To the ancient sites (observes Colonel Leake) which are so numerous 
·in the grea:t ·valleys wa:tered· by the Lower Acheron, the LowerThyamis, 
and their tributaries, it is a mortifying disappointment to the geographer 
not to be a-ble to apply a single name with absolute certainty." 
· .The nuder of these sites affords one among many presumptions that 
each must have been individually inconsiderable. 

2 '[)~riiosthen~s, De Haloneso, ch .. 7, p. 84 R ; Strabo, vii. p. 324 . 
. ·3· Skylax, c. ·32; Pausanias, i. II; Justin, xvii. 6. · · . 

That the Arrhybas of Justin is the same as the Tharypas of Pausanias~ 
·perhaps a:Iso the same as Th~ryps in Thucydid~s, who was a minor at the 
_beginning of the Peloponnesmn war:seems probable. 
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Even in the time of Skylax, they covered a large inland terri
tory, though their portion of sea-coast was confined. From 
the narrative of Thucydides, we gather that all the Epirots, 
though held together by no political union, were yet willing 
enough to combine for purposes of aggression and plunder. 
The Chaonians enjoyed a higher military reputation than the 
rest. But the account which Thucydides gives of their 
expedition against Akarnania exhibits a blind, reckless, 
boastful impetuosity, which contrasts strikingly with the 
methodical and orderly march of their Greek allies and 
companions.1 

To collect the few particulars known, respecting these ruder 
communities adjacent to Greece, is a task indispensable for the 
just comprehension of the Grecian world, and for the apprecia
tion of the Greeks themselves by comparison or contrast with 
their contemporaries. Indispensable as it is, however, it can 
hardly be rendered in itself interesting to the reader, whose 
patience I have to bespeak by assuring him that the facts 
hereafter to be recounted of Grecian history would be only 
half understood without this preliminary survey of the lands 
around. 

CHAPTER XXV 

ILLYRIANS-MACEDONIANS-P .IEONlANS 

NoRTHWARD of the tribes called Epirotic lay those more 
numerous and widely extended tribes who bore the general name 
of Illyrians, bounded on the west by the Adriatic, on the east 
by the mountain-range of Skardus, the northern continuatior 
of Pindus, and thus covering what is now called Middle anc 
Upper Albania, together with the more northerly mountains c 
Montenegro, Herzegovina, and Bosnia. Their limits to th, 
north and north-east cannot be assigned. But the Dardar 
and Autariatre must have reached to the north-east of Skardu 
and even east of the Servian plain of Kossovo; while alon; 
the 4driatic coast, Skylax extends the race so far northward~ 
to include Dalmatia, treating the Liburnians arid Istrian, 
beyond them as not Illyrian: yet Appian and others consider 
the Liburnians and Istrians as Illyrian, and Herodotus even 
irwlu{les under thll-t name the Eneti or V eneti at the extremit) 

1 Thucyd. ii. 8r. 
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of the Adriatic GulP The Bulini, according to Sky lax, were 
the northernmost Illyrian tribe : the Amantini, immei:liately 

1 Herodot,. i. 196; Skylax, c. 19-27 ; Appian, Illyric. c. 2, 4, 8. 
The geography of the countries occupied in ancient times by the Illy

rians, Macedonians, Preonians, Thracians, &c., and now possessed by a 
great diversity of races, among whom the Turks and Alhanians retain the 
primitive barbarism without mitigation, is still very imperfectly understood; 
though the researches of Colonel Leake, of J3oue, of Grise bach, and others 
(especially the valuable travels of the latter), have of late thrown much 
light upon it. How much our knowledge is extended in this direction, 
may be seeh by comparing the :map prefixed to Mannert's Geographie, or 
to 0. MUller's Dissertation on the Macedonians, with that in Bone's Travels ; 
but the extreme deficiency of the .maps, even as they now stand, is empha
tically noticed by Boue himself (see his Critique des Cartes de la Turquie in 
the fdurth volume of his Voyage)-by Paul Joseph Schaffarik, the learned 
historian of the Sclavonic race, in the preface attached by him to Dr. 
Joseph MUller's Topographical Account of Albania-and by Grisebach, 
who in his surveys taken from the summits of the mountains Peristeri and 
Ljubatrin, found the map differing at every step from the bearings which 
presented themselves to his eye; It is only since Bone and Grisebach that 
the idea has been completely dismissed, derived originally from Straho, of a 
straight line of mountains (eMe!a "fP<IfLfL~• Strabo, lib. vii. Fragm. 3) running 
across from the Adriatic to the Euxine, and sending forth other lateral 
chains in a direction nearly southerly. The mountains of Turkey in Europe, 
when examined with the stock of geological science which M. Viquesnel 
(the companion of Bone) and Dr. Grisebach bring to the task, are found to 
belong to systems very different, and to present evidences of condition~. of 
formation often quite independent of each other. 

The thirteenth chapter of Grisebach's Travels presents the best account 
which has yet been given of the chain of Skardus and Pindus: he has been 
the first to prove clearly, that the Ljubatrin, which immediately overhangs 
the plain of Kossovo at the southern border of Servia and Bosnia, is the 
north-eastern extremity of a chain of mountains reaching southward -to the 
frontiers of JEtolia, in a direction not very wide of N.S.-with the single 
interruption (first brought to view hy Colonel Leake) of the Klissoura of 
Devol-a complete gap, where the river Devol, rising on the eastern side, 
crosses the chain and joins the Apsns or Beratino on the western-(it is 
remarkable that both in the map of Boue and in that annexed to Dr. 
Joseph MUller's Topographical Des<;ription of Albania, the river Devol is 
made to join the Gennssus or Skoumi, considerably north of the Apsus, 
though Colonel Leake's map gives· the correct course). In Grise bach's 
nomenclature Skarclus is made to reach from the Ljubatrin as its north
eastern extremity, south· westward and southward as far as the Klissoura of 
Devol: south of that point Pindus commences, in a continuation however of 
~he same axis. 

In reference to the seats of the ancient lllyrians and Macedonians, Gtise
oach has made another observation of great importance .(val. ii. p. I2I). 
Between the north-eastern extremity, Mount Ljubatrin, and the Klissoura 
of Devol, there are in the mighty and continuous chain of Skardus (above 
7000 feet high) only two passes fit for an army to cross : one near the 
northern extremity of. the chain, over which Grisebach himself crossed, 
from Kalkandele to l'risdren, a very high col, not less than sooo feet above 
the level of the sea ; the other, considerably to the southward, and lower as 
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northward of the Epirotic Chaonians, were the southernmost. 
Among the southern Illyrian tribes are to be numbered the 
Taulantii-originally the possessors, afterwards the immediate 
neighbours, of the territory on which Epidamnus was founded. 
The ancient geographer Hekat<eus 1 (about soo B.c.) is suffici-

well as easier, nearly in the latitude of Lychnidus or Ochrida. It was 
over this last pass that the Roman Via Egnatia travelled, and that the 
modern road from Scutari and Durazzo to Bitolia now travels. With the 
exception of these two partial depressions, the long mountain ridge main
tains itself undiminished in height, admitting indeed paths by which a 
small company either of travellers, or of Albanian robbers from the Diln·en, 
may cross (there is a path of this kind which connects Struga with Ueskioub, 
mentioned by Dr. Joseph Miiller, p. 70, and some others by Boue, vol. iv. 
p. 546), but nowhere admitting the passage of an army. 

To attack the Macedonians, therefore, an Illyrian army would have to 
go through one or other of these passes, or else to go round the north
eastern pass of Katschanik, beyond the extremity of Ljubatrin. And we 
shall find that, in point of fact, the military operations recorded between 
the two nations, carry us usually in one or other. of these directions. The 
military proceedings of Brasidas (Thucyd. iv. 124)-of Philip the son of 
Amyntas king of Macedon (Diodor. xvi. 8)-of Alexander the Great in the 
first year of his reign (Arrian. i. 5), all bring us to the pass near Lychnidus 
(compare Livy, xxxii. 9; Plutarch, Flaminin. c. 4); while the Illyrian 
Dardani and Autariatre border upon Preonia, to the north of _Pelagonia, and 
threaten Macedonia from the north-east of the mountain-chain of Skardus. 
The Autariatre are not far removed from the Preonian Agrianes, who dwelt 
near the sources of the Strymon, and both Autariatre and Dardani threat
ened the return march of Alexander from the Danube into Macedonia, 
after his successful campaign against the Getre low down in the course of 
that great river (Arrian, i. 5). Without being able to determine the precise 
line of Alexander's march on this occasion, we may see that these two 
Illyrian tribes must have come down to attack him from Upper Moesia, and 
on the eastern side of the Axius. This, and the fact that the Dardani were 
the immediate neighbours of the Preonians,,shows us that their seats could not 
have been far removed from Upper Mresia (Livy, xlv. 29): the fauces 
Pelagoni::e (Livy, xxxi. 34) are the pass by which they entered Macedonia 
from the north. Ptolemy even places the Dardani at Skopire (Ueskioub) 
(iii. 9); his information about these countries seems better than that of 
Strabo. 

The important topographical instruction· contained in Grisebach's work 
was deprived of much of its value. from _the want of a map annexed. This 
deficiency has now been supplied (1853) in the new map of Turkey in 
Europe, published by Kiepert of Berlin; wherein· the data of Grise bach, 
Boue, Viquesnel, Joseph Miiller, and several others, are for the first time 
combined and turned to account. Kiepert's map is a material addition to our 
knowledge of the countries south of the Danube. The " Erlauterungen" 
annexed to it, while they set forth the best evidences on which a charto
grapher of Turkey in the present day can proceed, proclaim however the 
deplorable paucity of scientific or accurate observations. 

Hekatrei Fragm. ed. Klausen, Fr. 66-70; Thucyd. i. 26. 
Sky lax places the Encheleis north of Epidamnus and of the Taulantii. 

It may be remarked that Hekatreus seems to have communicated much 
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~ntly well acquainted with them to specify their town Sesarethus. 
He names the Chelidonii as their northern, the Encheleis as 
:heir southern, neighbours; and the Abri also as a tribe nearly 
1djoining. We hear of the Illyrian Parthini, nearly in the 
;arne regions-of the Dassaretii,1 near Lake Lychnidus-of the 
Penest::e, with a fortified town Uscana, north of the Dassaretii~ 
)f the Ardi::eans, the Autariatre, and the Dardaniaris, through
)Ut Upper Albania eastward as far as Upper Mcesia, in<;luding 
:he range of Skardus itself; so that there were some Illyrian 
:ribes conterminous on the east, with Macedonians, and on the 
;outh with Macedonians as well as with Preonians. Strabo even 
~xtends some of the Illyrian tribes much farther northward, 
:1early to the Julian Alps.2 I 

With the exception of some portions of what is now called 
Middle Albania, the te~itory of these tribes consisted· ptin
~ipally of mountain pastures with a certain proportion of fertile 
ralley, but rarely expanding into a plain. The Autariatre had 
:he reputation of being unwarlike, but the Illyrians generally 
~;ere poor, rapacious, fierce and formidable in battle. They 
;hared with the remote Thracian tribes the custom of tattowing 8 

:heir bodies and of offering human sacrifices : moreover, they 
~;ere always ready to sell their military service for hire, like the 
nodern Albanian Schkipetars, in whom probably their blood 
ret flows, though with considerable admixture from subsequent 
mmigrations. Of the Illyrian kingdom on the Adriatic coast, 
vith Skodra (Scutari) for its capital city, which became formid
tble by its reckless piracies in the third century B.C., we hear 
16thing in .the flourishing period of Grecian history. The 

nformation respecting the Adriatic: he noticed the city of Adria at the 
xtremiiy of the Gulf, and the fertility and abundance of the territory 
.round it {Fr. 58 : compare Skymnus Chius, 384). 

1 Livy, xliii. 9-18. Mannert (Geograph. der Griech. und Romer, part 
·ii. ch. 9, p. 386 seq.) collects the points and shows how little can be ascer
ained respecting the localities of these Illyrian tribes. 

2 Strabo, iv. p. 206. 
3 Strabo, vii. p. 315; Arrian, i. 5, 4-1 r. So impracticable is the terri

ory, and so narrow the means of the inhabitants, in the region called 
J pper Albania, that most of its resident tribes even now are considered as 
ree, and pay no tribute to the Turkish government : the Pachas cannot 
xtort it without greater expense and difficulty than the sum gained would 
epay. The same was the case in Epirus or Lower Albania, previous to 
he time of Ali Pacha: in Middle Albania, the country does not present the 
ike difficulties, and no such exemptions are allowed (Bone, Voyage en 
~urquie, vol. iii .. P· 192). These free Albanian tribes are in the same con· 
ition with regard to the Sultan as the Mysians and Pisidians in Asia 
l[inor with regard to the king of Persia in ancient times (Xenophon, 
•nab. iii. 2, 23). 

VOL. IV, H 
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description of Skylax notices in his day, all along the northen 
Adriatic, a considerable .and standing traffic between the coas 
and the interior, carried on by Liburnians, Istrians, and th• 
small Grecian insular settlements of Pharus and Issa. Bu 
he does not name Skodra, and probably this strong pos 
(together with the Greek town Lissus, founded by Dionysius o 
Syracuse) was occupied after his time by conquerors from th• 
interior, 1 the predecessors of Agr6n and Gentius, just as th 
coast-land of the Thermaic Gulf was conquered by inlan< 
Macedonians. 

Once during the Peloponnesian war, a detachment of hire( 
Illyrians, marching into Macedonia Lynkestis (seemingly ove 
the pass of Skardus L little east of Lychnidus or Ochrida), trie( 
the valour of the Spartan Brasidas. On that occasion (a 
in the expedition above alluded to of the Epirots agains 
Akarnania) we shall notice the tnai'ked superiority of th 
Grecian character, even in the case of an armament chiefl 
composed of helots newly enfranchised, over both Macedonian 
and Illyrians. We shall see the contrast between brave me 
acting in concert and obedienc6 to a common authority, an• 
an assailing host of warriors, not less brave individually, but i 
which every man is his own master,2 and fights as he please~ 
The rapid and impetuous rush of the Illyrians, if the fin 
shock failed of its effect, was succeeded by an equally rapi 
retreat or flight. We hear nothing afterwards respecting thes 
barbarians until the time of Philip of Macedon, whose vigou 
and military energy first repressed their incursions, and afte 
wards partially conquered them. It seems to have been abat 
this period (400-350 B.C.) that the great movement of th 
Gauls from west to east took place, which brought the Gall: 
Skordiski and other tribes into the regions between the.Danut 
and the Adriatic Sea, and which probably dislodged some < 

the northern Illyrians so as to drive them upon new enterpris< 
and fresh abodes. 

What is now called Middle Albania, the Illyrian territOJ 
immediately north of Epirus, is much superior to the latter j 

productiveness.8 Though mountainous, it possesses more bot 
1 Diodor. xv. 13 ; Polyb. ii. 4· 
2 See the description in Thucydid~s (iv. 124-128) ; especially the e 

hortation.which he puts into the mouth of Brasidas-ali"To~<p&.,.wp p.ci.xv, co 
trasted w1th the orderly array of Greeks. 

"Illyriorum velocitas ad excursiones et impetus subitos."-Livy, xxxi. 35· 
3 See Pouqueville, Voyage en Grece, vol. i. ch. 23 and 24 ; Grisebac 

Reise durch Rumelien und nach Brussa, vol. ii. pp. 138, 139; Bone, J 
Turquie en Europe,Geographie Generale, vol. i. p. 6o-6s. 



Illyrians-Macedonians-. Pi:eoniaAs 195 
)f low hill and valley, and ampler as well as more fertile 
~ultivable spaces. Epidamnus and Apollonia formed the sea
~orts of this territory. To them commerce with the· southern 
Blyriansr less barbarous than the northern,· was one of· the 
;ources 1 of great prosperity during the first century of their 
~xistence-a prosperity interrupted in the case of the 
Epidamnians by internal dissensions, which impaired their 
1scendency over their Illyrian neighbours, and ultimately placed 
:hem at variance with their mother-city Korkyra. The commerce 
oetween these Greek seaports and the interior tribes, when 
)nee the Greeks became strong enough to render :violent attack 
·rom the latter hopeless, was reciprocally beneficial to both of 
:hem. Grecian oil and wine were introduced among these 
::Jarbarians, whose chiefs at the same time learnt to appreciate 
:he woven fa\:lrics, 2 the polished and carved metallic work, the 
:empered weapons, and the pottery, which issued from Grecian 
trtisans. Moreover, the importation sometimes of salt-fish, and 
J.lways that of salt itself, was of the greatest importance to these 
~nland residents, especially for such localities as possessed lakes 
tbounding ip fish like that of Lychnidus. We hear of wars 
between the Autariatre and the Ardirei, respecting salt-springs 
1ear th~ir boundaries, and also of other tribes whom the 
Jrivation of salt reduced 1:o the necessity of submitting to the 
Romans.s On the other hand these tribes possessed two 

I Skymnus Chins, v. 418-425. 
2 Thucydid~s mentions the vcpavru !Cal A.ei"a, ICal-IJ liA./I:ry /CO.'Taa"ICEV~, which 

.he Greek settlements on the Thracian coast sent up to king Seuthes 
·u. 97) : similar to the v<{>rf.cr!J.a(J' [ep(t, and to the xeptapiiv 'TEIC'TOVWV lia(oaA.a, 
,ffered as presents to the Delphian god (Eurip. Ion, II4I ; Pindar, Pyth. 
"· 46). 

3 Strabo, vii. p. 317; Appian, Illyric. 17; Aristot. Mirab. Ausc. c. 138. 
For the extreme importance of the trade in salt, as a bond of connexion, 
iee the. regulations of the Romans when they divided Macedonia into 
four provinces, with the distinct view of cutting off all connexion be
tween one ·and the other. All commercium and connubiuni were for
bidden between· them. The fourth region, whose capital was Pelagonia 
(and which included all the primitive or Upper Macedonia, east of the 
range of Pindus and Skardus), was altogether inland, and it was expressly 
forbidden to draw its salt from the third region or the country between the 
Lower Axius and the Peneius ; while <;>n the other hand the Illyrian Dar
dani (situated northward of Upper Macedonia) received express permission 
to draw their salt from this third or maritime region of Macedonia: the 
salt was to be conveyed from the Thermaic Gnlf along the road of the 
Axius to Stobi in Preonia, and was there to be sold at a fixed price. 

The inner or. fourth region of Macedonia, which included the modern 
Bitoglia and Lake Castoria, could easily obtain its salt from the Adriatic, 
by the communication afterwards so well known as the Roman Egnatian 
way ; but the communication of the Dardani with the Adriatic led through 



History of Greece 
articles of exchange so precious in the eyes of the Greeks, that 
Polybius reckons them as absolutely indispensable 1-cattle and 
slaves ; which latter were doubtless procured from Illyria, often 
in exchange for salt, as they were from Thrace and from the 
Euxine, and from Aquileia in the Adriatic, through the internal 
wars of one tribe with another. Silver-mines were worked a~ 
Damastium in Illyria. Wax and honey were probably alscj1 

articles of export, and it is a proof that the natural products o: 
Illyria were carefully sought out, when we find a species of iri~ 
peculiar to the country collected and sent to Corinth, where itj 
root was employed to give the special flavour to a celebrate 
kind of aromatic unguent. 2 

a country of the greatest possible difficulty, and it was probably a gren 
convenience to them to receive their supply from the Gulf of Therma by 
the road along the Vardar (Axius) (Livy, xlv. 29). Compare the route 
of Grisebach from Salonichi to Scutari, in his Reise durch Rumelien, 
vol. ii. 

1 About the cattle in Illyria, Aristotle, De Mirab. Ausc. c. 128. There 
is a remarkable passage in Polybius, wherein he treats the importation of 
slaves as a matter of necessity to Greece (iv. 37). The purchasing of the 
Thracian slaves in exchange for salt is noticed by Menander-Elpq~ <iry•v~s 
ei, .,.-pbs i!.ll.as 1ryopacrp.evos: see Proverb. Zenob. ii. 12, and Diogenian, i. 
IOO. 

The same trade was carried on in antiquity with the nations on and neat 
Caucasus, from the seaport of Dioskurias at the eastern extremity of the 
Euxine (Strabo, xi. p. 506): so little have those tribes changed, that the 
Circassians now carry on much the same trade. Dr. Clarke's statement 
carries us back to the ancient world:-" The Circassians frequently sell 
their children to strangers, particularly to the Persians and Turks, and 
their princes supply the Turkish seraglios with the most beautiful of the 
prisoners of both sexes whom they take in war. In their commerce witl: 
the Tchernomorski Cossacks (north of the river Kuban), the Circassiam 
bring considerable quantities of wood, and the delicious honey of the 
mountains, sewed up in goats' hid'es, with the hair on the outside. Thest 
articles they exchange for salt, a commodity found in the neighbouring Jakes, 
of a very excellent .quality. Salt is more precious than any other kind o: 
wealth to the Circassians, and it constitutes the most acceptable presenl 
which can be offered to them. They weave mats of very great beauty, 
which find a ready market both in Turkey and Russia. They are alsc 
ingenious in the art of working silver and other metals, and in the fabric. 
ation of guns, pistols and sabres. Some, which they offered us for sale, W< 

suspected had been procured in Turkey in exchange for slaves. Their bow' 
and arrows are made with inimitable skill, and the arrows being tipt witl 
iron, and otherwise exquisitely wrought, are considered by the Cossack, 
and Russians as inflicting incurable wounds." (Clarke's Travels, vol. i. ch 
xvi. p. 378.) 

2 Theophrast. Hist. Plant. iv. 5, 2; ix. 7, 4; Pliny, H. N. xiii. 2; xxi. 
19; Strabo, vii. p. 326.1!; Coins of Epidamnus and Apollonia are found no1 
only in Macedonia, but in Thrace and in Italy: the trade of these twc 
cities probably extended across from sea to sea, even before the constructior: 
of the Egnatia11 way; a11d the :Inscription 2056 in the Corpus of ~oeckll 

. ' 
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- The intercourse between the Hellenic ports and the Illyrians 

inland, was not ·exclusively commercial. Grecian 'exiles also 
found their way into Illyria, and Grecian mythes became localised 
there, as may be seen by the tale of Kadmus and Harmonia, 
from whom the chiefs of the Illyrian Encheleis professed to 
trace their descent.l · 

The Macedonians of the fouith century B.C. acquired, from 
the ability and enterprise of two successive kings, a great per
fection in Greek military organisation without any of the loftier 
Hellenic qualities. Their career in Greece is purely destructive, 
extinguishing the free movement of the separate cities, and 
disarming the citizen-soldier to make room for the foreign 
mercenary whose sword was unhallowed by any feelings of 
patriotism-yet totally incompetent to substitute any good 

, system of central or pacific administration. But the Mace
' donians of the seventh and sixth centuries B.C. are an aggregate 

only of rude inland tribes, subdivided into distinct. petty 
' principalities, and separated from the Greeks by a wider ethnical 
1 ,difference even than the Epirots; since Herodotus, who 
·considers the Epirotic Molossians and Thesprotians as children 
of Hellen, decidedly thinks the contrary respecting the Mace

! donians.2 In the main, however, they seem at this early period 
·analogous to the Epirots in character and civilisation. They 
had some few towns, but they were chiefly village residents, 

('extremely brave and pugnacious: the customs of some of their 
.. tribes enjoined that the man who had not yet slain an enemy 
., should be distinguishe,P on some occasions by a badge of 
discredit. 3 

t. The original seats of the Macedonians were in the regions 
; east of the chain of Skardus (the northerly continuation of 
1Pindus)-north"of the chain called the Cambunian mountains, 
··which connects Olympus with Pindus, and which forms the ·..._, 
' north-western boundary of Thessaly ; but they did not reach so 
}ar eastward as the Thermaic Gulf; apparently not farther east
tiWard than Mount Bermius, or about the longitude of Edessa 
f 
:proclaims the gratitude of Od essus (Varna) in the Euxine Sea towards a citizen 
•of Epidamnus (Barth, Corinthiorum Mercatur. Hist. p. 49; Aristot. 
Mirab. Auscult c. 104). 

1 Herodot. v. 61; viii. 137: Strabo, vii. p. 326. Skylax places the ?..leo< 
of Kadmus and Harmonia among the Illyrian Manii, north of the En· 

. chileis (Diodor. xix. 53 ; Pausan. ix. 5, .3). .,; 
l Herodot. v. 22. 
'i 3 Aristot. Polit. vii. 2, 6. That the Macedonians were chiefly village 
!residents, appears from Thucyd. ii. roo, iv. 124, though this does not 
. ~xclude some towns. 
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and Berrhoia. They thus covered the upper portions of the 
course of the rivers Haliakm6n apd Erig6n, before the junction 
of the latter with the Axius; while the upper course of the 
Axius, higher than this point of junction, appears to have 
belonged to P::eonia, though the boundaries of Macedonia and 
P::eonia cannot be distinctly marked out at any time. 

The large space of country included between the above
mentioned boundaries is in great part mountainous, occupied 
by lateral ridges or elevations which connect themselves with 
the main line of Skardus. But it also comprises three wide 
alluvial basins or plains, which are of great extent and well
adapted to cultivation-the plain of Tettovo or Kalkandele 
(northernmost of the three), which contains the sources and 
early course of the Axius or Vardar-that:oof Bitolia, coinciding 
to a great degree with the ancient Pelagonia, wherein the 
Erig6n flows towards the Axius-and the larger and more 
undula.ting basin of Greveno and Anaselitzas, containing the 
Upper Haliakm6n with its confluent streams : this latter region 
is separated from the basin of Thessaly by a mountainous line 
of considerable length, but presenting numerous easy passes.1 

Reckoning the basin of Thessaly as a fourth, here are four 
distinct enclosed plains on the east side of this long range of 
Skardus and Pindus-each generally bounded by mountains 
which rise precipitously to an alpine height, and each leaving 
only one cleft for drainage by a single river-the Axius, the 
Erig6n, the Haliakm6n and the Peneius respectively. All tour, 
moreover, though of high level above the sea, are yet for the 
most part of distinguished fertility, especially the plains of 
Tettovo, of Bitolia, and Thessaly. The fat rich land to the east of 
Pindus and Skardus is described as forming a marked contrast 
with the light calcareous soil of the Albanian plains and valleys 
on the western side. The basins of Bitolia and of the Haliak
m6n, with the mountains around and adjoining, were possessed 
by the original Macedonians; that of Tettovo, on the north, 
by a portion of the P::eonians. Among the four, Thessaly is 
the most spacious ; yet the two comprised in the primitive seats 
of the Macedonians, both of them very considerable in magni
tude, formed a territory better calculated to nourish and to 
generate a considerable population than the less favoured home, 
and smaller breadth of valley and plain, occupied by Epirots 
or Illyrians. Abundance of corn easily raised, of pasture for 

1 Boue, Voyage en Turquie, vol. i. p. 199: "un bon nombre de cols 
diriges du nord au sud, comme pour inviter les habitans de passer d'une de 
ces provinces dans !'autre." 
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cattle, and of new fertile land open to cultivation, would suffice 
to increase the numbers of hardy villagers, indifferent to luxury · 
as well as to accumulation, and exempt from . that oppres
sive extortion of rulers which now harasses . the same fine 
regions.1 · 

The inhabitants of this primitive Macedonia doubtless differed 
much in ancient times, as they do now, according as they dwelt 
on mountain or plain, and in soil and climate more or less kind; · 
BuJ all acknowledged a common ethnical name and nationality, 
and the tribes were in many cases distinguished from each other, 
not by having substantive names of their own, but merely by 
local epithets of Grecian origin. Thus we find Elymiot<e Mace
donians or Macedonians of Elymeia-Lynkest<e Macedonians 

1 For the general physical character of the region, both east and west of 
Skardus, continued by Pindus, see the valuable chapter of- Grisebach's 
Travels above referred to (Reisen, vol. ii. ch. xiii. p. 125-130; c. xiv. 
p. 175 ; c. xvi. p. 214-216; c. xvii. pp. 244, 245). 

Respecting the plains comprised in the ancient Pelagonia, see also the 
Journal of the younger Pouqueville, in his progress from Travnik in Bosnia 
to Janina. He remarks, in the two days' march from Prelepe (Prilip) 

· through Bitolia to Florina, "Dans cette route on parcourt des plaines 
luxuriantes couvertes de moissons, de vastes prairies remplies de tr{dle, des 
plateaux abondans en patilrages inepuisables, ou paissent d'innombrables 
troupeaux de bceufs, de chevres, et de menu betail . . . . Le ble, le mais, 
et les autres grains sont toujours a tres bas prix, a cause de Ia difficulte des 
debouches, d'ou !'on exporte une grande quantite de laines, de cotons, de 
peaux d'agneaux, de buflles, et de chevaux, qui passent par le moyen des 
caravanes en Hongrie.'' (Pouqueville, Voyage dans Ia Grece, t. ii. ch. 
62, p. 495). So also Grisebach, describing his journey from Bitolia to 
Prilip, mentions-" spacious fields, of immeasurable extent, covered with 
wheat, barley, and maize, together with rich meadows and pasture-grounds 
bordering the water" (p. 214). 

Again, M. Boue remarks upon this same plain, in his Critique des Cartes 
de Ia Turquie, Voyage, val. iv. p. 483, "La plaine immense de Prilip, de 
Bitolia, et de Florina, n'est pas representee (sur les cartes) de manii:re a_ ce 
qu'on ait une idee de son etendue, et surtout de sa largeur .... La plaine 
de Sarigoul est chan'gee en vallee,'' &c. The basin of the HaliakmCin he 
remarks to be represented equally imperfectly on the maps: compare also 
hisVoyage, i. pp: 2II, 299, 300. 

I notice the more particularly the large proportion of fertile plain and 
valley in the ancient Macedonia, because it is often represented (and even 
by 0. Miiller, in his Dissertation on the ancient Macedonians, attached to 
his History of the Dorians) as a cold and rugged land, pursuant to the state
ment of Livy (xlv. 29), who says, respecting the fourth region of Macedonia 
as distributed by the Romans, "Frigida hrec omnis, duraque cultu, et 
aspera plaga est : cultorum quoque ingenia terrre similia habet : ferociores 
eos et accolre barbari faciunt, nunc bello exercentes, nunc in pace n1is
centes ritus suos." 

This is probably true of the mountaineers included in the region,. but it is 
too mucli generalised. · 
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or Macedonians of Lynkus, &c. Orestre is doubtless an adjunct 
name of the same character. The inhabitants of the more 
northerly tracts, called Pelagonia and Deuriopus, were also 
portions of the Macedonian aggregate, though neighbours of 
the Preonians, to whom they bore much affinity: whether the 
Eordi and Almopians were of Macedonian race, it is more 
difficult to say. The Macedonian language was different from 
Illyrian, 1 from Thracian, and seemingly also from Preonian ; it 
was also different from Greek, yet apparently not more widely 
distinct than that of the Epirots; so that the acquisition of 
Greek was comparatively easy to the chiefs and people, though 
there were always some Greek letters which they were incapable 
of pronouncing. And when we follow their history, we shall 
find in them more of the regular warrior conquering in order 
to maintain dominion and tribute, and less of the armed 
plunderer-than the Illyrians, Thracians, or Epirots, by whom 
it was their misfortune to be surrounded. They approach 
nearer to the Thessalians,2 and to the otherungifted members 
of the Hellenic family. 

The large and comparatively productive region covered by 
the various sections of Macedonians, helps to explain that 
increase of ascendency which they successively acquired over 
all their neighbours. It was not however until a late period 
that they became united under one government. At first, each 
section-how many we do not know-had its own prince or 
chief. The Elymiots or inhabitants of Elymeia, the southern
most portion of Macedonia, were thus originally distinct and 
independent ; also the Orestre, in mountain seats somewhat 
north-west of the Elymiots-the Lynkestre and Eordi, who 
occupie~ portions of territory on the track of the subsequent 
Egnatian way, between Lychnidus (Ochrida) and Edessa-the 
Pelagonians,3 with a town of the same name, in the fertile plain 
of Bitolia-and the more northerly Deuriopians. And the early 

1 Polyb. xxviii. 8, 9· This is the most distinct testimony which we 
possess, and it appears to me to contradict the opinion both of Mannert 
(Geogr. der Gr. und Rom. vol. vii. p. 492) and of 0. Miiller (On the 
Macedonians, sect. 28-36), that the native Macedonians were of Illyrian 
descent. 

2 The Macedonian military array seems to have been very like that ol 
the Thessalians-horsemen well-mounted and armed and maintaining good 
order (Thucyd. ii. 201): of their infantry, before the time of Philip son o 
Amyntas, we do not hear much. 

" Macerloniam, qure tantis barbarorum gentibus attingitur, ut sempe1 
Macedonicis imperatoribus iidem fines imperii fuerint qui gladiorum atqu( 
pilorum." (Cicero, in Pison. c. xvi.) 

3 Strabo, lib. vii. Fragm. 20, ed. Tafel. 
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political union was usually so loose, that each .otthese denomi
nations probably includes many petty independencies, small 
towns, and villages. The section of the Macedonian name 
who afterwards swallowed up all "the rest and became known as 
The Macedonians, had their original centre atJEgre-or Edessa 
-the lofty, commanding and picturesque site of the modern 
V: odhena. And though the residence of the kings was in later 
times transferred to the marshy Pella, in the maritime plain 
beneath, yet Edessa was always r~tained as the regal burial-place, 
and as the hearth to which the religious continuity of the nation 
(so much reverenced in ancient times) was attached. This ancient 
town, which lay on-the Roman Egnatian way from Lyc;hnidus 
to Pella and Thessalonika, formed the pass over the mountain
ridge. called Bermius, o'r_ that prolongation to the northward of 
Mount Olympus, through which the Haliakm6n makes its way 
out into the maritime plain at Verria by a cleft more precipitous 
and impracticable than that of the Peneius .in the defile of 
Tempe. , 

This mountain-chain called Berm ius, extending fr:om Olympus 
considerably to the north of Edessa, .formed the original eastern 
boundary of the Macedonian tribes; who seem- at- first not to 
have reached the valley of the Axius in any part of its course, 
and -who certainly . did not reach at nrst to the Thermaic 
Gulf. Between the last-mentioned gulf and. the eastern counter" 
forts' of Olympus and Bermius there exists a -narrow strip of 
plain land or low hill which reaches from the mouth of the 
Peneius- to the head of the Thermaic Gulf; it- t,here widen~ 
into the spacious and fertile- plain of Salonichi, comprising, the 
mouths of the Haliakm6n, the -f.\_xius, and the Echeid6rus. 
The river Ludias, which flows from Edessa into the marshes 
surrounding Pella, and which in antiquity joined the Hf!.liakmon, 
near its mouth, has now altered its course so as to._ join the 
Axius. This narrow strip,. between the mouths of the Peneius 
and the Haliakmon, was the original abode of· the Pierian _ 
1hr-tcians, who dwelt close to the foot of Olympus, and among 
whom the worship of the Muses seems to have been a primitive 
characteristic ; Grecian poetry teems with local allusions and 
epithets which appear trac~able to this early fact, though we 
are unable to follow it in detail. North of the Pierians, from 
the mouth of the Haliakmon to that of the Axius, dwelt the 
Bottireans.1 Beyond the river Axius, at the ·lower part of its 

1 I h:ve followed Herodot~s-in stating the_originaLseri~s of o.ccupants 
on the Thermaic Gulf;" anterior .to the Macedonian conquests. Thucydidi!s _ 
introduces the Preonians between Bottireans and 'Mygdonians.: he says that 

H2 
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course, began the tribes of the great Thracian race-Myg
donians, Krestonians, Edonians, Bisaltre, Sithonians : the 
Mygdonians seem to have been originally the most powerful, 
since the country still continued to be called by their name, 
Mygdonia, even after the Macedonian conquest. These, and 
various other Thracian tribes, originally occupied most part of 
the country between the mouth of the Axius and that of the 
Strymon; together with that memorable three-pronged peninsula 
which derived from the Grecian colonies its name of Chalkidike. 
It will thus appear, if we consider the Bottireans as well as the 
Pierians to be Thracians, that the Thracian race, extended 
originally southward as far as the mouth of the Peneius: the 
Bottireans professed indeed a Kretan origin, but this pretension 
is not noticed by either Herodotus or Thucydides. In the 

the Preonians possessed ''a narrow strip of land on the side of the Axius, 
down to Pella and the sea" (ii. 96). If this were true, it would leave hardly 
any room for the Bottireans, whom nevertheless Thucydides recognises on 
the coast; for the whole space between the mouths of the two rivers, Axius 
and Haliakm6n, is inconsiderable; moreover, I cannot but suspect that 
Thucydides has been led to believe, by finding in the_ Iliad that the Preo
nian allies of Troy came from the Axius, that there must have been old 
Preonian settlements ot the mouth of that river, and that he has advanced 
the inference as if it were a certified fact. The case is analogous to what 
he says about the Bceotians in his preface (upon which 0. MUller has 
already commented) ; he stated the immigration of the Bceotians into 
Bceotia as having taken place ajie1· the Trojan war, but saves the historical 
credit of the Homeric Catalogue by adding that there had been a fraction of 
them in Bceotia bifore, from whom the contingent which went to Troy was 
furnished (a71'ooa<T!"Os, Thucyd. i. 12). 

On this occasion, therefore, having to choose between Herodotus and 
Thucydides, I prefer the former. 0. MUller (On the Macedonians, sect. II) 
would strike out just so much of the assertion of Thucydides as positively 
contradicts Herodotus, and retain the rest; he thinks that the Preonians 
came down very near to the mouth of the river, but not quite. I confess 
that this does not satisfy me ; the more so as the passage from Livy by 
which he would support his view will appear, on examination, to refer to 
l'reonia high up the Axius-not to a supposed portion of Preonia near the 
mouth (Livy, xlv. 29). 

Again, I would remark that the original residence of the Pierians between 
the Peneius and the Haliakmiln rests chiefly upon the authority of Thucy
dides : Herodotus knows the Pierians in their seats between Mount Pan
greus and the sea, but he gives no intimation that they had before dwelt 
south of the Haliakmiln; the tract between the Haliakm6n and the Peneius 
is by him conceived as Lower Macedonia or Macedonis, reaching to the 
borders of Thessaly (vii. !27-173). I make this remark in reference to 
sect. 7-17 of 0. MUller's Dissertation, wherein the conception of Hero
dotus appears incorrectly apprehended, and some erroneous inferences 
founded upon it. That this tract was the original Pieria, there is sufficient 
reason for believing (compare Strabo, vii. Frag. 22, with Tafel's note, and 
ix. p. 4IO; Livy, xliv. 9); but Herodotus notices it only as Macedonia. 
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time of Skylax,l seemingly during the early reign of Philip the 
son of Amyntas, Macedonia and Thrace were separated by 
the Strymon. 

We have yet to mention the Preonians, a numerous and 
much-divided race, seemingly neither Thracian nor Macedonian 
nor Illyrian, but professing to be descended from the Teukri 
of Troy. These Preonians occupied both banks of the Strymon, 
from -the neighbourhood of Mount Skomius, in which that river 
rises, 2 down to the lake near its mou,th : some of their tribes 
possessed the fertile plain of Siris (now Seres)-the land 
immediately north of Mount Pangreus-and even a portion of 

-the space through which Xe;rxes marched on his route from 
Akanthus to Therma. Besides this, it appears that the upper 
parts of the valley of the Axius were als,o occupied by Preonian 
tribes; how far down the river they extended, we are unable to 
say. We are not to suppose that the whole territory between 
Axius and Strymon was continuously peopled by them. Con
tinuous p,opulation is not the character of the ancierit world, 
and it se~ms moreover that while'the land immediately border
ing on both rivers is in very many places of the richest quality, 
the spaces between the two are either mountain _ ot barren low 
hill-forming a marked contrast with the rich alluvial basin of 
the Macedonian river -Erigon.3 The Preonians in their north
western tribes thus bordered upon the Macedonian Pelagonia 
-in their northern tribes, upon the Illyrian Dardani and 
-Autariatre-in their eastern, southern and south-eastern tribes, 
upon the Thracian and Pierians; 4 that is, upon ,the second 
seats occupied by the expelled Pierians under Mount Pangreus. 

1 Sky lax, c. 67. The conquests of Philip extended the boundary beyond 
the Strymon to the Nestus (Strabo, lib. vii. Fragm. 33, ed. Tafel). 

2 Mount Skomius seems to be the mountain now called Vitoshka, between 
Kadomir and Sophia, near the south-eastern frontier of Servia (Thucyd. ii. 
96; Grisebach, vol. ii. ch. x. p. 29). 

3 See this contrast noticed in Grisebach, especially in reference to the 
wide but barren region called the plain of Mustapha, no great distance from 
the left bank of-the Axius (Grisebach, Reisen, v. ii. p. 225; Boue, Voyage, 
vol. i. p. 1 68). 

, For the description of the banks of the Axius {Vardar)Jlnd the Strymon, 
see Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, vol. iii. p. 201, and Boue, Voyage 
en Turquie, vol. i. p. 196-rgg. "I;a plaine ovale de Seres est un des 
diamans de la couronne de Byzance," &c. He remarks how incorrectly 
the course of the Strymon is depict eel on the maps (vol. iv. p. 482). 

4 The expression of Strano or his Epitomator-T~v na.wvlow JJ.EXP' TieA.a.
oyovlas Ka.l Titopla.s ~/CTETCltT8a.t-seems quite exact, though Tafel finds a diffi
culty in it. See his Nete on the Vatican Fragments of the seventh Book ~ 
of Strabo, Fr. 37· The Fragment 40 is expressed much more loosely. 
Compare Herodot. v. 13-16, vii. '124; Thucyd. ii. 96; Diodor. xx. rg, 
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Such was, as far as we can make it out, the position of the 

Macedonians and their immediate neighbours, in the seventh 
century B.C. It was first altered by the enterprise and ability 
of a family of exiled Greeks, who conducted a section of the 
Macedonian people to those conquests which their descendants, 
Philip and Alexander the Great, afterwards so marvellously 
multiplied. 

Respecting the primitive ancestry of these two princes, there 
were different stories, but all concurred in tracing the origin of 
the family to the Herakleid or Temenid race of Argos. Ac
cording to one story (which apparently cannot be traced higher 
than Theopompus), Karanus, brother of the despot Pheidon, 
had migrated from Argos to Macedonia, and established him
self as conqueror at Edessa. According to another tale, which 
we find in Herodotus, there were three exiles of the Temenid 
race, Gauanes, Aeropus, and Perdikkas, who fled from Argos 
to Illyria, from whence they passed into Upper Macedonia, in 
such poverty as to be compelled to serve the petty king of the 
town Leb::ea in the capacity of shepherds. A remarkable 
prodigy happening to Perdikkas foreshadows the future emi
nence of his family, and leads to his dismissal by the king of 
Leb::ea-from whom he makes his escape with difficulty. He 
is preserved by the sudden rise of a river, immediately after he 
had crossed it, so as to become impassable by the horsemen 
who pursued him; to this river, as to the saviour of the family, 
solemn sacrifices were still offered by the kings of Macedonia 
in the time of Herodotus. Perdikkas with his two brothers 
having thus escaped, established himself near the spot called 
the Garden of Midas on Mount Bermius. From the loins of 
this hardy young shepherd sprang the dynasty of Edessa.l 
This tale bears much more the marks of a genuine local 
tradition than that of Theopompus; and the origin of the 
Macedonian family, or Argead::e, from Argos, appears to have 
been universally recognised by. Grecian inquirers, 2 so that 
Alexander the son of Amyntas, the contemporary of the Persian 
invasion, was admitted by the Hellanodik::e to contend at the 
Olympic games as a genuine Greek, though his competitors 
sought to exclude him as a Macedonian. 

The talent for command was so much more the attribute of 
the Greek mind than of any of the neighbouring barbarians, 
that we easily conceive a courageous Argeian adventurer 

1 Herodot. viii. I 3 7, I 38. 
2 Herodot. v. 22. Ar"eadre, Sh·abo, lib. vii. Fragm. 20, ed. Tafel, which 

may probably have be~n ~rroneously changed into A':geadre (Justin, vii. I). 
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acquiring to himself ·great ascendency in the local disputes of 
the Macedonian· tribes, and transmitting the chieftainship of 
one of those tribes to his offspl'ing. The influence acquired 
by Miltiades among the Thracians of the Chersonese, and by 
Phormio among the Akarnanians (who specially requested that 
after his death his son or. some one of his kindred might be 
sent from Athens to command them 1), was 'very much of. this 
character. We may add the .case of Sertorius among the native 
Iberians. ·in like manner, the kings of the Macedon ian 
Lynkest::e professed to be descended from the Bacchiad::e 2 of 
Corinth; ·and the neighbourhood of Epidamnus and Apollonia, 
in both of which doubtless members of that great gens were 
domiciliated, renders this tale even more plausible than that of 
an emigration from Argos. The kings of the Epirotic Molossi 
pretended also to a descent from the. heroic JEakid race of 
·Greece. In fact, our means of knowledge do not enable us to. 
discriminate the cases in which these reigning families were 
originally Greeks, from those in which they were Hellenised 
natives pretending to Grecian blood. 

After the foundation-legend of the Macedonian kingdom, we 
have nothing but a long blank until. the reign of king Amyntas 
(about szo-soo B.c.), and his son Alexander(about 480 B.C.). 
Herodotus gives us five successive kings between the founder 
Perdikkas andAmyntas-Perdikkas, Arg::eus, Philippus, Aeropus, 
Alketas, Amyntas, and Alexander-the contemporary and to a 
certain extent the ally of Xerxes.3 Though we have no means· 
of establishing any dates in this early series, either of names or 
of facts, yet we ~ee that the Temenid kings, beginning from a 
humble origin, extended their dominions successively on all 
sides. They conquered the Briges,4 originally their neighbours 
on Mount Bermius-'-the Eordi,. bordering on Edessa to the 
westward, who were either destroyed or expelled from the 
country (a small remnant of them still existed in the time of 
Thucydides at Physka between Strymon and Axius)-the 

1 Thucyd. >iii. 7; Herodot. vi. 34-37: compare the story of Zalmoxis 
among the Thracinns (iv. 94). · 

2 Strabo, vii. p. 326. · · 
3 Herodot. viii. I39· Thucydid~s agrees in the number of kings but· 

does not give the .names (ii. roo). ' 
For the divergent lists of the early Macedonian kings, see Mr. Clinton's 

Fasti Hellenici, vol. ii. p. 221. 
4 This may be gathered, I think, from Herodot. vii. 73 .and viii. 138. 

The alleged migration of the Brjges into Asia, 'anti the change of their 
name to Phryges, is a .. statement which I do not venture to repeat as 
credible. 
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Almopians, an inland tribe of unknown site-and many of the 
interior Macedonian tribes who had been at first autonomous. 
Besides these inland conquests, they had made the still more 
important acquisition of Pieria (the territory which lay between 
Mount Bermius and the sea), from whence they expelled the 
original Pierians, who found new seats on the eastern bank of 
the Strymon between Mount Pangceus and the sea. Amyntas 
king of Macedon was thus master of a very consiO.erable 
territory, comprising the coast of the Thermaic Gulf as far north 
as the mouth of the Haliakmon, and also some other territory 
on the same gulf from which the Botticeans had been expelled; 
but not comprising the coast between the mouths of the Axius 
and the Haliakm6n, nor even Pella the subsequent capital, 
which were still in the hands of the Bottireans at the period 
when Xerxes passed through.l He possessed .also Anthemus, 
a town and territory in the peninsula of Chalkidike, and some 
parts of Mygdonia, the territory east of the mouth of the Axius; 
but how much, we do not know. ~ e shall find the Mace
donians hereafter extending their dominion still farther, during 
the period between the Persian and Peloponnesian war. 

We hear of king Amyntas in friendly connexion with the 
Peisistratid princes at Athens, whose dominion was in part 
sustained by mercenaries from the Strym6n; and this amicable 
sentiment was continued between his son Alexander and the 
emancipated Athenians.2 It is only in the reigns of these two 
princes that Macedonia begins to be implicated in Grecian 
affairs. The regal dynasty had become so completely Mace
donised, and had to far renounced its Hellenic brotherhood, 
that the claim of Alexander to run at the Olympic games was 
contested by his competitors, who compelled him to prove his 
lineage before the Hellanodikce. 

1 Herodot. vii. 123. Herodotus recognises both Bottireans between the 
Axins and the Haliakm6n-and Bottireans at Olynthus, whom the Macedo
nians had expelled from the Thermaic Gulf-at the time when Xerxes 
passed (viii. 127}. These two statements seem to me compatible, and both 
admissible : the former Bottireans were expelled by the Macedonians 
subsequently, anterior to the Peloponnesian war. 

My view of these facts therefore differs somewhat from that of 0. MUller 
(Macedonians, sect. r6). 

2 Herodot. i. 59 ; v. 94; viii. I 36. 
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CHAPTER 'XXVI 

THRACIANS AND GREEK COLONIES IN THRACE 

THAT vast space comprised between the rivers, Strymon and 
Danube, and bounded to the west by' the easternmost I1lyrian 
tribes, northward of the Strymon, was occupied by the innumer
able subdivisions of the race called Thracians or Threlcians. 
They were the most numerous and most terrible race known 
to ··Herodotus : could they by possibility act in unison or 
under one dominion (he says) they would be irresistible. 
A conjunction thus formidable once seemed impending, during 
the first years of the Peloponnesian war, under the reign of 
Sitalkes king of the Odrysre,. who reigned from Abdera at the 
mouth of the Nestus to the Euxine, and comjilressed under 
his sceptre a large proportion of these ferocious but warlike 
plunderers; so that the Greeks even down to Thermopylre 
trembled at his expected approach. But the abilities of -that 
prince 'Yere not found adequate to bring the ·whole force of 
Thrace into effective co-operation and IJ,ggression against others. 

Numerous as the tribes of Thracians were, their customs and 
character (according to Herodotus) were marked by great uni
formity: of the ,Getre, the Trausi, and others, he tells us a few 
particularities. And the large tract over which the race were 
spread, comprising as it did the whole chain of Mount Hremus 
and th~ still loftier chain of Rhodope,Jtogether with a portion of · 
the mountains Or bel us and Skomius, was yet partly occupied by 
level arid fertile surface-such as the great plain of Adrianople, 
and the land towards the lower course of the rivers Nestus 
and Hebrus. The Thracians of the plain, though not less 
warlike, were at least inore home-keeping, and less greedy of 
foreign plunder, than those of the mountains. But the general 
character of the-race presents an aggregate of repulsive features, 
unredeemed by the presence of even the commonest domestic 

1 ·This· territory of ancient Rhodop@-the inland space between the Stry
mon, the Hebrus; and the h:gean Sea-has been less visited by modern 
travellers, and is at present more thoroughly unknown, than any part of 
European Turkey. M. Viquesnel visited it in 1847, and the topographical 
data collected by him (embodied in a report made to the French Govern
ment) -have been employed by Kieper! in the preparation of his new map 
of European Turkey, just published (r853). But Viquesnel's own map of 
the region of Rhodope has not yet appeared (see Kiepert's Erliiuterungen 
annexed to his Map, p, sJ. I 
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affections.1 The Thracian chief deduced his pedigree from 
a god called by the Greeks Hermes, to whom he offered up 
worship apart from the rest of his tribe, sometimes with the 
acceptable present of a human victim. He tattowed his body,2 
and that of the women belonging to him, as a privilege of 
honourable descent : he bought his wives from their parents, 
and sold his children for exportation to the foreign merchant : 
he held it disgraceful to cultivate the earth, and felt honoured 
only by the acquisitions of war and robbery; The Thracian 
tribes worshipped deities whom the Greeks assimilate to Ares, 
Dionysus, and Artemis. The great sanctuary and oracle of 
their god Dionysus was in ope of the loftiest summits of 
Rhodope, amidst dense and foggy thickets-the residence 
of the fierce and unassailable Satrre. To illustrate the Thracian 
character, we may turn to a deed perpetrated by the king of 
the Bisaltre-perhaps one out of several chiefs of that' extensive 
Thracian tribe-whose territory, between Strymon and Axius, 
lay in the direct march of Xerxes into Greece, and who, to 
escape the ignominy of being dragged along amidst the 
compulsory auxiliaries of the Persian invasion, fled to the 
heights of Rhodope, forbidding his six sons to take any part 
in it. From recklessness, or curiosity, the sons disobeyed his 
commands, and accompanied Xerxes into Greece. They 
returned unhurt by the Greek spear, but the incensed father, 
when they again came into his presence, caused the eyes of all 
of them to be put out. Exultation of success manifested itself 
in the Thracians by increased alacrity in shedding blood ; but 
as warriors, the only occupation which they esteemed, they 
were not less brave than patient of hardship ; maintaining a 
good front, under their own peculiar array, against forces much 
superior in all military efficacy.3 It appears that the Thynians 
and Bithynians, 4 on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus, perhaps 
also the Mysians, weremembersofthisgreat Thracianrace, which 

1 Mannert assimilates the civilisation of the Thracians to that of the 
Gauls when Julius Caesar invaded them-a great injustice to the latter, in 
my judgement (Geograph. Gr. und Rom. vol. vii. p. 23). 

2 Cicero, De Officiis, ii. 7· "Barbarum compunctum notis Threiciis.'' 
Plutarch (De Sed. Numin. Vindict. c. 13, p. 558) speaks as if the women 
only were tattowed, in Thrace : he puts a singular interpretation upon it, 
as a continuous punishment on the sex for having slain Orpheus. 

s For the Thracians generally, see Herodot. v. 3-9, vii. r ro, viii. 116, ix. 
119; Thucyd. ii. roo, vii. 29, 30; Xenophon, Anabas. vii. 2, 38, and the 
seventh book of the Anabasis generally, which describes the relations of 
Xenophon and the Ten Thousand Greeks with Seuthi!s the Thracian 
prince. . .. 

' Zenoph. Anab. VI. 2, 17; Herodot. vu. 75· 
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was m'ore remotely connected also with the Phrygiaris. And 
the whole race may be said to present a character more Asiatic 
'than European; especially in those ecstatic and maddening 
religious rites, which prevailed not less among the- Edonian 
Thracians than in the mountains of Ida and Dindymon of Asia, 
though with some important differences. The . Thracians 
served to furnish the Greeks with mercenary troops and slaves, 
and the number of Grecian colonies planted on the coast had 
the effect of partially softening the tribes in the immediate 
vicinity, between whose chiefs and the Greek leaders inter
marriages were not unfrequent. But the tribes in the interior 
seem to have retained their savage habits with -little mitigation; 
so that the language in which Tacitus'1 describes them is an 
apt continuation to that of Herodotus, though coming more 
than five centuries after. 

To note the situation· of each one among these many 
different tribes, in the large territory of Thrace, which is even 
now imperfectly known arid badly mapped, would be unnecessary 
and ipdeed impracticable. I shall proceed to1 mention the 
principal Grecian colonies which wei:e formed in the country, 
noticing occasionally the particular Thracian tribes with which 
they came in contact. _ · _ . 

The Grecian colonies, established' on the Thermaic. Gulf, as· 
well as in the peninsula of Chalkidike-emanating principally 
from Chalkis and Eretr.ia, though we do not know their 
precise epoch-appear to have been of early date, and probably 
preceded the time when the Macedonians of Edessa extended 
their conquest to the sea. At that early period, they would 
find the Pierians still between the Peneius and Haliakmon
also a number of petty Thracian tribes throughout the broad 
part of the Chalkidic peninsula ; they would find Pydna 
a _ Pierian town; and Therma, Anthemus, Chalastra, &c., 
Mygdonian. · 

The most ancient Grecian colony in these regions seems to 
have been Methone, founded by the Eretrians in Pieria; 
nearly at the same time (if we may trust a statement of rather 

. suspi_cious character, though the date itself is noway improbable} 
as Korkyra was settled by the Corinthians (about 7 30-720 B.c.2). 
It was a little to the north of the Pierian town of Pydna, and 
separated ·by · about. ten· miles from the Botticean town of 
1~lorus, which lay north of the Haliakmon.a We know very 
httle about MethOne, except that it preserved its autonomy 

1 Tacit. Annal. ii. 66 ; iv. 46. • 
2 Plutarch, Qurest. Grrec. p. 293. 8 Skylax, c. 67. 
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and its Hellenism until the time of Philip of Macedon, who took 
and destroyed it. But though, when once established, it was 
strong enough to maintain itself in spite of conquests made all 
around by the Macedonians of Edessa, we may fairly presume 
that it could not have been originally planted on Macedonian 
territory. Nor in point of fact was the situation peculiarly 
advantageous for Grecian colonists, inasmuch as there were 
other maritime towns, not Grecian, in its neighbourhood
Pydna, Alorus, Therma, Chalastra ; whereas the point of 
advantage for a Grecian colony was, to become the exclusive 
sea port for inland indigenous people. 

The colonies, founded by Chalkis and Eretria on all the 
three projections of the Chalkidic peninsula, were numerous, 
though for a long time inconsiderable. We do not know how 
far these projecting headlands were occupied before the arrival 
of the settlers from Eubcea. Such arrival we may probably 
place at some period earlier than 6oo B.C. For after that 
period Chalkis and Eretria seem rather on the decline ; and 
it appears too, that the Chalkidian colonists in Thrace aided 
their mother-city Chalkis in her war against Eretria, which 
cannot be much later than 6oo B.c., though it may be 
considerably earlier. 

The range of mountains which crosses from the Thermaic 
to the Strymonic Gulf and forms the northern limit of the 
Chalkidic peninsula, slopes down .towards the southern ex
tremity, so as to leave a considerable tract of fertile land 
between the Toronaic and the Thermaic Gulfs, including the 
fertile headland called Pallene-the westernmost of those 
three prongs of Chalkidike which run out into the JEgean. 
Of the other two prongs or projections, the easternmost is 
terminated by the sublime Mount Athos, which rises out of 
the sea as a precipitous rock 64oo feet in height, connected 
with the mainland by a ridge not more than half the height of 
the mountain itself, yet still high, rugged and woody from sea 
to sea, leaving only little occasional spaces fit to be occupied 
or cultivated. The intermediate or Sithonian headland is also 
hilly and woody, though in a less degree-both less inviting 
and less productive than Pallene.1 

1 For the description of Chalkidik~, see Grisebach's Reisen, vol. ii. ch. 
ro, p. 6-r6, and Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, vol. iii. ch. 24, p. 
rsz. 

If we read attentively the description of Chalkidikl? as given by Skylax 
(c. 67), we shall see that he did not conceive it as three-pronged, but as 
terminating only in the peninsula of Pallene, with Potidrea at its isthmus. 
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JEneia, near that cape which marks the entrance of the inner 
Thermaic Gulf-and Potidcea, at the n;urow isthmus of Pallene 
-were both founded by Corinth. Between these two towns 
lay the fertile territory called Krusis or Krosscea, forming in 
aftertimes a part of the domain of Olynthus, but in the sixth 
century B.C. occupied by petty Thracian townships.! Within 
Pallene were ~he towns of Mende, a colony from Eretria
Skione, which, having no legitimate mother-city, traced its 
origin to Pellenian warriors returning from 1 Troy-Aphytis, 
Neapolis,· lEge, Therambos, and Sane, 2 either wholly or partly 
colonies from Eretria. In the Sithonian peninsula were Assa, 
Pilorus, Singus, .Sarte, Tororie, Galepsus, Sermyle, and Meky
berna: all or most of these seem to have been of _Chalkidic 
ongm. But at the head or' the Toronaic Gulf (which lies 
between Sithonia and Pallene) was placed Olynthus, surrounded 
by an extensive arid fertile plain. Originally a Botticean town, 
Olynthus will be seen at the time of the Persian invasion to 
pass into the hands of the Chalkidian Greeks,3 and gradually 
to incorporate with itself several of the petty neighbouring· 
establishments belonging to that race; whereby the Chalkidians 
acquired that marked. preponderance in the peninsula which 
they retained, even against the efforts of Athens, until the 
days of Philip of Macedon. 

On the scanty spaces, admitted by the mountainous promon
tory or ridge ending in Athos, were planted some Thracian 
and some Pelasgic settlements of the same inhabitants as 
those who occupied Lemnos and Imbros; a few Chalkidic 
citizens being domiciliated with them, and the people speaking 
both Pelasgic and Hellenic. But near the narrow isthmus 
which joins this promon,tory to Thrace, and. along the north
western coast of the Strymonic Gulf, were Grecian towns of 
considerable importance-Sane, Akanthus, Stageira,and Argilus, 
all colonies) from Andros, which had itselfbeen colonised from 
Eretria.4 Akanthus and Stageira are said to have been 
founded in 654 B.C • 

. Following the southern coast of Thrace, from the mouth of 
the river Strymon towards the east, we may doubt whether, · 

1 Herodot. vii. 123; Skymnus Chius, ·v. 627. 
2 Strabo, x. p. 447; Thucyd. iv. 120-123; Pompon. Mel a. ii. 2; Herodot. 

vii. 123. 
3 Herodot. vii. 122; viii. 127. Stephanus Byz. ·(v. IIai\i\~•11) gives us 

some idea of the tnythes of the lost Greek writers, Hegesippus and Thea
genes, about Pallene. 

" Thucyd. iv. 84, 103, 109. See Mr. ·Clinton's Fasti He!lenici, ad ann. 
654 B.C. 
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in the year 560 B.C., any considerable independent colonies of 
Greeks had yet been formed upon it. The Ionic colony of 
Abdera, eastward of the mouth of the river Nestus, formed 
from Teas in Ionia, is of more recent date, though the 
Klazomenians 1 had begun an unsuccessful settlement there 
as early as the year 6 5 r B.c. ; while Dik(ea-the Chian settle
ment of Maroneia-and the Lesbian settlement of .!Enus at 
the mouth of the Hebrus-are of unknown date.2 The 
important and valuable territory near the mouth of the 
Strymon, where, after many ruinous failures, 3 the Athenian 
colony of Amphipolis afterwards maintained itself, was at the 
date here mentioned possessed by Edonian Thracians and 
Pierians. The various Thracian tribes-Satr(e, Edonians, 
Ders(eans, Sap(eans, Bistones, Kikones, P(etians, &c.-were in 
force on the principal part of the tract between Strymon and 
Hebrus, even to the sea-coast. It is to be remarked however 
that the island of Thasus, and that of Samothrace, each 
possessed what in Greek was called a Per(ea 4-a strip of the 
adjoining mainland cultivated and defended by means of 
fortified posts or small towns. Probably these occupations 
are of very ancient date, since they seem almost indispensable 
as a means of support to the islands. For the barren Thasus, 
especially, merits even at this day the uninviting description 
applied to it by the poet Archilochus, in the seventh century 
B.c.-" an ass's backbone, overspread with wild wood:" 5 so 
wholly is it composed of mountain naked or wooded, and so 

1 Solinus, x. ro. 
2 Herodot. i. r68; vii. 58-59, reg; Skymnus Chius, v. 675. 
8 Thucyd. i. roo, iv. roz; Herodot. v. r r. Large quantities of corn 

are now exported from this territory to Constantinople (Leake, North. Gr. 
vol. iii. ch. 25, p. 172). 

4 Herodot. vii. ro8-rog; Thucyd. i. ror. 
6 

• • • • • ijOe 0' WcrT' Ovov Pcixv; 
"EO'Tl]Kev, iiA1]5 O:ypiat; bncrre~~s. 

Archiloch. Fragm. 17-rS, ed. Schneidewin. 
The striking propriety of this description, even ;tfter the lapse of zsoo 

years, may be seen in the Travels of Grisebach, vol. i. ch. 7, p. zro-2r8, 
and in Prokesch, Denkwiirdigkeiten des Orients, Th. 3, p. 612. The 
view of Thasus from the sea jnstifies the title 'Hepi11 (CEnomaus ap. Euseb. 
Prrepar. Evang. vii. p. 256 ; Steph. Byz. El&:<ros). 

Thasus (now Tasso) contains at present a population of about 6ooo Greeks, 
dispersed in twelve small villages; it exports some good ship· timber, princi· 
pally fir, of which there is abundance on the island, together wi~h some 
olive oil and wax ; but it cannot grow corn enough even for th1s small 
population. No mines either are now, or have been for a long time, in 
work. 



Thracians and Greek Colonies. 2 I 3 
sciui.ty are the' patches of cultivable soil left in it, nearly all 
close to the sea-shore. 

This island Was originally occupied by the Phenicians, who 
worked the gold-mines in its mountains with l!- degree of 
industry, which, even in its remains, excited the admiration 
of Herodotus. How and when it was evacuated by them, we 
do not know. But the poet Archilochus L formed _one of 
a body of Parian <:;olonists who planted themselves on it in 
the seventh century B.C., and carried on· war, not always 
successful, against the Thracian tribe called Saians : on one 
occasion, Archilochus found himself compelled to throw away 
his shield. By· their mines and their possessions on the 
mainland (which contained even richer mines, at Skapte Hyle, ·· 
and elsewhere, than those in the island), the Thasian Gre~ks 
rose to considerable power and population. ·*And as they 
seem to have been the only Greeks, until the settlement of the 
Milesian Histireus oh the Strym6n about 5 ro B.c., whQ actively 
concerned themselves in the mining districts of Thrace opposite 
to· their island, we cannot be surprised to hear that their clear 
surplus revenue before the Persian conquest, about 493 B.c., 
after defraying the charges of their government. without any 
taxation, amounted to the large sum of 200 talents,· sometimes 
even to JOb talents, in each year (£46,ooo-66,ooo). 

On the long peninsula called the Thracian Chetsonese there 
may probably have been small Grecian settlements at an early 
date, though ~e do not know at what time either the Milesian 
settlement of Kardia, on the western side of the isthmus of 
that peninsula, near the .!Egean Sea-or the iEolicpJlony of 
Sestus on the Hellespont-were founded. The Athenian 
a§cendency in the peninsula begins only with the migration of 
the first Miltiades, during. the reign of Peisistratus at Athens. 
The Samian colony of Perinthus, on thy northern coast of the 
Propontis,2 is spoken of as ancient in date, and the Megarian 
colonies, Selymbria and Byzantium, belong to the seventh 
century B:C. : the latter of these two is assigned to the 3oth 
Olympiad (657 B.c.), and its neighbour Chalked6n, on the 
opposite coast, was a few years earlier. The site of Byzantium 
in the narrow strait of the Bosphorus, with its abundant thunny
fishery, 3 which both ,.emp2oyed and nourished a large· proportion 

1 Archiloch. Fragm. 5, ed. Schneidewin; Aristophan. Pac. 1298, ~ith 
the Scholia; Strabo, x. p. 487, xii. p. 549; Thucyd. iv. 104. 

2 Skymnus Chius, 699-715; flutarch, Qurest. Grrec. c. 57· See M. 
Raoul Rochette, Histoire·des Colonies Grecqnes, ch. xi.-xiv. voL iii. p. 
273-298. 3 Aristot, Polit. iv. 4, I.. · 
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of the poorer freemen, was alike convepient either for maritime 
traffic or for levying contributions on the numerous corn ships 
which passed from the Euxine into the lEge an. We are even 
told that it held a considerable number of the neighbouring 
Bithynian Thracians as tributary Periceki. Such dominion, 
though probably maintained during the more vigorous period 
of Grecian city life, became in later times impracticable, and 
we even find the Byzantines not always competent to the 
defence of their own small surrounding territory. The place, 
however, will be found to possess considerable importance 
during all the period of this history.1 

The Grecian settlements on the inhospitable south-western 
coast of the Euxine, south of the Danube, appear never to 
have attained any consideration : the principal traffic of Greek 
ships in that sea tended to more northerly ports, on the banks 
of the Borysthenes and in the Tauric Chersonese. !stria was 
founded by the Milesians near the southern embouchure of 
the Danube-Apollonia and Odessus on the same coast more 
to the south-all probably between 6oo-s6o B.C. The Mega
rian or Byzantine colony of Mesambria seems to have been 
later than the Ionic revolt : of Kallatis the age is not known. 
Tomi, north of Kallatis and south of Istria, is renowned as the 
place of Ovid's banishment.2 The picture which he gives of 
that uninviting spot, which enjoyed but little truce from the 
neighbourhood of the murderous Getre, explains to us sufficiently 
why these towns acquired little or no importance. 

The islands ·of Lemnos and Imbros, in the JEgean, were at 
this early period occupied by Tyrrhenian Pelasgi. They were 
conquered by the Persians about so8 B.C., and seem to have 
passed into the power of the Athenians, at the time when 
Ionia revolted from the Persians. If the mythical or poetical 
stories respecting these Tyrrhenian Pelasgi contain any basis 
of truth, they must have been a race of buccaneers not less 
rapacious than cruel. At one time, these Pelasgi seem also 
to have possessed Samothrace, but how or when· they were 

1 Polyb. iv. 39 ; Phylarch. Fragm. ro, ed. Didot. 
2 Skymnus Chi us, 72o-740; Herodot. ii. 33, vi. 33; Strabo, "ii. p. 

319; Skylax, c. 68; Manner!, Geograph. Gr. Rom. vol. vii. ch. 8, p. 
r26-r4o. 

An inscription in Boeckh's Collection proves the existence of a pentapolis 
or union of five Grecian cities on this coast. Tomi, Kallatis, Mesambria, 
and Ap61lonia, are presumed by Blaramberg to have belonged to this union. 
See Inscript. No. 2056 c. 

Syncellus however (p. 213) places the foundation of !stria considerably 
earlier, in 651 B.c. 
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supplanted by Greeks,Jwe find no trustworthy account: the 
population of Samothra:ce at the time of the Persian war was 
Ionic .I 

CHAPTER XXVII 

KYRENE AND BARKA-HESPERIDES 

IT has been already mentioned in a former chapter, that 
Psammetichus king of Egypt, about the middle of the seventh 
century B.C., first removed those prohibitions which had ex
cluded Grecian. commerce from the country. "In his reign, 
Grecian mercenaries were first established in Egypt, and 
Grecian traders admitted, under certain regulations, into the 
Nile. The opening of this new market emboldened them to 
traverse the direct sea which separates Krete from Egypt-a 
dangerous voyage with vessels which rarely ventured to lose 
sight of land-and seems to have first made them acquainted 
with the neighbouring coast of Libya, between the Nik' and 
the gulf called the Great Syrtis. Hence arose the foundation 
of the important colony called Kyrene. . 
. As in the case of most other Grecian colonies; so in that of 
Kyrene, both the 1oundation and the early history are very 
imperfectly known. The date of the event, as far as can be. · 
made out amidst much contradiction of statement, was about 
630 B.c.2 Thera was the mother-city, herself a colony from 
Lacedremon ; and the settlements formed in Libya became no 
inconsiderable ornaments to the Dorian name in Hellas .. · 

According to the account of a lost historian, Menekles a___:_ 

political dissension among the inhabitants of Thera led to that 
e~igration which founded Kyrene. The more ample legendary 
details which Herodotus collected, partly from Therrean, partly 
from Kyrenrean informants, are not positively inconsistent with 
this statement, though they indicate more particularly bad 
seasons, distress, and over-population. But .both of them 
dwell emphatically on the Delphian oracle as the instigator as 
well as the director of the first emigrants, whose apprehensions " 

1 Herodot. viii; go. 
2 See the discussion ·of the ~ra of Kyr~n~ in Thrige, Historia Cyrenes, 

ch. 22, 23, 24, where the different statements are noticed and compared. 
3 Schol. ad Pindar. Pyth. iv. 
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of a dangerous voyage and an unknown country were very 
difficult to overcome. Both of them altirmed that the original 
rekist Battus was selected_and consecrated to the work by the 
divine command : both called Battus the son of Polymnestus, 
of the mythical breed called Minyre. But on other points 
there was complete divergence between the two stories, and 
the Kyrenreans themselves, whose town was partly peopled by 
emigrants from Krete, described the mother of Battus as 
daughter of Etearchus, prince of the Kretan town of Axus.l 
Battus had an impediment in his speech, and it was on his 
entreating from the Delphian oracle a cure for this infirmity 
that he received directions to go as "a cattle-breeding rekist to 
Libya." The suffering Therreans were directed to assist him. 
But neither he nor they knew where Libya was, nor could they 
find any resident in Krete who had ever visited it. Such was 
the limited reach of Grecian navigation to the south of the 
h:gean Sea, even a century after the foundation of Syracuse. 
At length, by prolonged inquiry, they discovered a man 
employed in catching the purple shellfish, named Korobius, 
who said that he had been once forced by stress of weather to 
the island of Platea, close on the shores of Libya, and on the 
side not far removed from the western limit of Egypt. Some 
Therreans being sent along with Korobius to inspect this 
island, left him there with a stock of provisions, and returned 
to Thera to conduct the emigrants. From the seven districts 
into which Thera was divided, emigrants were drafted for the 
colony, one brother being singled out from the different 
numerous families by lot. But so long was their return to 
Platea deferred, that the provisions of Korobius were exhausted, 
and he was only saved from starvation by the accidental arrival 
of a Samian ship, driven by contrary winds out of her course 
on the voyage to Egypt. Kolreus, the master of this ship 
(whose immense profits made by the first voyage to Tartessus 
have been noticed in a former chapter), supplied him with 
provisions for a year-an act of kindness, which is said to have 
laid the first foundation of the alliance and good feeling after
wards prevalent between Thera, Kyrene, and Samos. At length 
the expected emigrants reached the island, having found the 
voyage so perilous and difficult, that they once returned in 
despair to Thera, where they were only prevented by force 
from re-landing. The band which accompanied Battus was all 
conveyed in two pentekonters-armed ships with fifty rowers 
each. Thus humble was the start of the mighty Kyrene, 

1 Herodot. iv. ISD-154· 
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:which, in the days of. Herodotus, covered a city-area equal to 
he entire island of Platea.l · 

That island, however, though near to Libya, and supposed 
by the colonists to be Libya, was ·not so in reality : the com
maifdS of the oracle had not been literally fulfilled. Accordingly 
the settlement carried with it nothing but hardship for the 
space of two years ; and Battus returned with his companions 
to Delphi, to complain that the promised land had proved a 
bitter disappointment. The god, through his priestess, returned 
for answer, " If you, who have never visited the cattle-breeding 
Libya, know it better than I who hilve, I greatly admire your 
cleverness." Again the inexorable mandate forced them to 
return, This time they planted themselves -on the actual 
continent of Libya, nearly over against the island of Platea, in 
a- district called Aziris, surrounded on both sides by fine 
woods, and with a running stream adjoining. After six years 
of residence in this spot, they were persuaded by some of the 
indigenous Libyans to abandon it, under the promise that they 
should be conducted to~a better situation. Their guides now 
brought them to the actual site of Kyrene, saying, "Here, men 
of Hellas, is the place for you to dwell, for here the sky is 
perforated." 2 The road through which they passed had led 
through the tempting region of Irasa with its fountain Theste, 
and their guides took the precaution to carry them through 
it by night, in order that they might remain ignorant of its 
beauties. 

Such were the preliminary steps, divine and human, which 
brought Battus and his colonists to Kyrene. In the time of 
Herodotus, !rasa was an outlying portion of the eastern territory 
of this powerful city. But we trace in the story jtist related an 
opinion prevalent among his Kyremean informants, that Irasa 
with its fountain Theste was a more inviting position than 
Kyrene with its fountain of Apollo, and ought in prudence to 
have been originally chosen : out of which opinion, according 
to the general habit of the Greek mind, an anecdote is 
engendered and accredited, explaining how the supposed 
mistake was committed. What may have been the recom
mendations of Irasa, we are . not permitteq to know; but 
descriptions of modern travellers, no less than t!J.e subsequent 
history of Kyrene, go far to justify the_ choice actually made.· 

1 Herodot. iv. 155. 
2 Herodot. iv. rs8 .. ~v8au-ra 'Yap cl obpa~os ·d-rp1)Tat. Compare the jest 

1scnbed to the Byzanttan envoys on occasion of the vaunts of Lysimachus 
Yiutarch, De Fortuna Alexandr. Magn. c. 3, p. 338). · 
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The city was placed at the distance of about ten miles fro~ 
the sea, having a sheltered port called Apollonia, itself afte 
wards a considerable town-it was about twenty miles fro 
the promontory Phykus, which forms the northernmost pro
jection of the African coast, nearly in the longitude of the 
Peloponnesian Cape Trenarus (Matapan). Kyrene was situated 
about r8oo feet above the level of the Mediterranean, of which 
it commanded a fine view, and from which it was conspicuously 
visible, on the edge of a range of hills which slope by successive 
terraces down to the port. The soil immediately around, 
partly calcareous, partly s!tndy, is described by Captain Beechey 
to present a vigorous vegetation and remarkable fertility ; 
though the ancients considered it inferior in this respect both 
to Barka 1 and Hesperides, and still more inferior to the more 
westerly region near Kinyps. But the abundant periodical 
rains, attracted by the lofty heights around, and justifying the 
expression of the "perforated sky," were even of greater 
importance under an African sun tha,n extraordinary richness 
of soil.2 The maritime. regions near Kyrene and Barka, and 

1 Herodot. iv. 198. 
2 See, about the productive powers of Kyr~n~ and its surrounding region, 

Herodot. iv. 199; Kallimachus (himself a Kyrenrean), Hymn. ad Apoll. 
65, with the note of Spanheim; Pindar, Pyth. iv., with the Scho1iapass£m; 
Diodor. iii. 49; Arrian, Indica, xliii. 13. Strabo (xvii. p. 837) saw 
Kyr~n~ from the sea in sailing by, and was struck with the view: he does 
not appear to have landed. 

The ·results of modern observation in that country are given in the 
Viaggio of Della Cella and in the exploring expedition of Captain Beechey : 
see an interesting summary in the History of the Barbary States, by Dr. 
Russell (Edinburgh, 1835), ch. v. p. r6o-171. The chapter on this subject 
(c. 6) in Thrige's Historia Cyrenes is defective, as the author seems never 
to have seen the careful and valuable observations of Captain Beechey, and 
proceeds chiefly on the statements of Della Cella. 

I refer briefly to a few among the many interesting notices of Captain 
Beechey. For the site of the ancient Hesperides (Bengazi), and the 
''beautiful fertile plain near it, extending to the foot of a long chain of • 
mountains about fourteen miles distant to the south-eastward,"-see 
Beechey, Eltpedition, ch. xi. p. 287-315; "a great many date-palm trees 
in the neighbourhood" (ch. xii. p. 340-345). 

The distance between Bengazi (Hesperides) and Ptolemeta (Ptolemais, 
the port of Barka) is fifty-seven geographical miles, along a fertile and 
beautiful plain, stretching from the mountains to the sea. Between these 
two was situated the ancient Teucheira (ib. ch. xii. p. 347), about thirty
eight miles from Hesperides (p. 349), in a country highly productive wher· 
ever it is cultivated (p. 350-355). Exuberant vegetation exists near the 
deserted Ptolemeta (or Ptolemais) after the winter rains (p. 364). The 
circuit of Ptolemais, as measured by the ruins of its walls, was about three 
and a half English miles (p. 380 ). 

An extensive, fertile, and well-watered mountain-plain of Mergi'!, consti-
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Hesperides, produced oil and wine as well as corn, while 
the extensive district between these towns, composed of alternate 
mountain, wpod and plain, was eminently suited for pasture 
and cattle-breeding. The ports were secure, presenting con
veniences for the intercourse of the Greek trader with Northern 
Africa, such as were not to be found along all the coast of the 
Great Syrtis westward of Hesperides. Abundance of applicable 
land-great 'diversity both of climate and of productive season, 
between the sea-side, the low_ hill, and the upper mountain, 
within a small space, so that harvest was continually going on, 
and fresh produce coming in from the earth, during eight 
IX)Onths of the year-together with the monopoly of the valuable 
plant called the Silphium, which grew nowhere except in the 
Kyrenaic region, and the juice of which was extensively 
demal).ded throughout Greece and Italy-led to the rapid 
growth of Kyrene, in spite of serious and renewed political 
troubles. And even now, the immense remains which still 
mark its de~olate site, the,evidences of past labour and solicitude 
at the Fountain of Apollo and elsewhere, together with the 
profusion of excavated and ornamented tombs, attest sufficiently 
what the grandeur of the place must have been in the days of 
Herodotus qnd ·Pindar. So much did the Kyremeans pride 
themselves on the Silphium, found wild in their back country 
from the island of Platea on the east to the inner recess of the 
Great Syrtis westward-the leaves of which were highly salubri
ous for cattle and the stalk for man, while the root furnished 
the peculiar juice for export-:-that they maintained it to have 
first appeared seven years prior to the arrival of the first Grecian 
colonists in their city.1 

But it was not only the properties of the soil which promoted 
the prosperity of Kyrene. Isokrates 2 praises the well-chosen 
jsite of that colony, because it was planted in the midst of 

·1tuted the territory of the ancient Barka (ib. ch. xiii. p. 395-401): the 
bricks, which the Arabic geographers state to have been exported fror'n 
Barka to Egypt (p. 399), are noticed by Stephan. Byzant. (v. BlfpK'IJ) as 
constituting the material of the houses at Barka. 

The road from Barka to Kyrene presents continued marks of ancient 
chariot-wheels (ch. xiv. p. 406); after passing the plain of Merge, it be
comes hilly and woody, "but on approaching Grenna (Kyrene) it becomes 
more clear of wood ; the valleys produce fine crops of barley, and the hills 
excellent pasturage for cattle" (p.' 409). Luxuriant vegetation comes after 
the winter rains in the vicinity of Kyrene (ch. xv. p. 465). 

1 Theophrast. Hist. Pl. vi. 3, 3; ix. I, 7; Sky lax. c. 107. 
2 Isokrates, Or. v. ad Philipp. p. 84 (p. 107 ed. Bek. ). Thera being a 

colony of Laceda:mon, and Kyrene of Thera, Isokrates speaks of Kyrene as 
a colony of Laceda:mon. 
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indigenous natives apt for subjection, and far distant from any 
formidable enemies. That the native Libyan tribes were made 
conducive in an eminent degree to the growth of the Greco
Libyan cities, admits of no doubt; and in reviewing the history 
of these cities, we must bear in mind that their population was 
not pure Greek, but more or less mixed, like that of the colonies 
in Italy, Sicily, or Ionia. Though our information is very 
imperfect, we see enough to prove that the small force brought 
over by Battus the Stammerer was enabled first to fraternise 
with the indigenous Libyans-next, reinforced by additional 
colonists and availing themselves of the power of native chiefs, 
to overawe and subjugate them. Kyrene-combined with 
Barka and Hesperides, both of them having sprung from her 
root 1-exercised over the Libyan tribes between the borders 
of Egypt and the inner recess of the Great Syrtis, for a space 
of three degrees of longitude, an ascendency similar to that 
which Carthage possessed over the more westerly Libyans near 
the Lesser Syrtis. Within these Kyremean limits, and farther 
westward along the shores of the Great Syrtis, the Libyan tribes 
were of pastoral habits ; westward, beyond the Lake Trit6nis 
and the Lesser Syrtis,2 they began to be agricultural. Immedi
ately westward of Egypt were the Adyrmachid~, bordering 
upon Apis and Marea, the Egyptian frontier towns ; 3 they 
were subject to the Egyptians, and had adopted some of the 
minute ritual and religious observances which characterised the 
region of the Nile. Proceeding westward from the Adyrma
chid~ were found the Giligamm~, the Asbyst~, the Auschis~, 
the Kabales, and the Nasam6nes-the latter of whom occupied 
the south-eastern corner of the Great Syrtis-next, the Mak~, 
Gindanes, Lotophagi, Machlyes, as far as a certain river and 
lake called Triton and Trit6nis, which seems to have been near 
the Lesser Syrtis. These last-mentioned tribes were not 
dependent either on Kyrene or on Carthage, at the time of 

1 Pindar, Pyth. iv. 26. Kvp~v1)v-aO'r~wv pl(a.v. In the time of Herodotus 
these three cities may possibly have been spoken of as a Tripolis ; but no 
one before Alexander the Great would have understood the expression 
Pentapolis, used under the Romans to denote Kyrene, Ap6llonia, Ptole
mais, Teucheira, and Berenike or Hesperides. 

Ptolemais, originally the port of Barka, had become autonomous and of 
greater importance than the latter. 

2 The accounts respecting the lake called in ancient times Trit6nis are 
however very uncertain: see Dr. Shaw's Travels in Barbary, p. 127. • 
Strabo mentions a lake so called near Hesperides (xvii. p. 836) ; Phere
kydes talks of it as near I rasa (Pherekyd. Fragm. 33 d. ed. Didot). 

a Eratosthenes, hom at Kyrene and resident at Alexandria, estimated 
the land-journey between the two at 525 Roman miles (Pliny, H. N. v. 6). 
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Herodotus, nor probably during the proper period of free 
Grecian history (6oo-3oo B.c.). But in the third century B.c., 
the Ptolemaic governors of Kyrene extended their dominion 
westward, while Carthage pushed her colonies and castles east
ward, so that the two powers embraced between them the 
whole line of coast between the Greater and Lesser Syrtis, 
meeting at the spot called the Altars of the Brothers Philreni
celebrated for its commemorative legend.1 Moreover, even in 
the sixth century B.c., Carthage was jealous of the extension of 
Grecian colonies along this coast, and aided the Libyan Makre 
(about 5 ro B.c.) to expel the Spartan .prince Dorieus from his 
settlement near the river Kinyps; near that spot was afterwards 
planted, by Phenician or Carthaginian exiles, the town of 
Leptis Magna 2 (now Lebida), which does not seem to have 
existed in the time of Herodotus. Nor does the latter historian 
notice the Marmaridre, who appear as the principal Libyan tribe 
near the west of Egypt between the age of Sky lax and the third 
century of the Christian cera. Some migration or revolution 
subsequent to the time of Herodotus must have brought this 
name into predominance. 3 

The interior country stretching westward from Egypt (along 
the thirtieth and thirty-first parallel of latitude) to the Great 
Syrtis, and then along the southern shore o( that gulf, is to a 
great degree low and sandy, and quite destitute of trees ; yet 
affording in many parts water, herbage, and a fertile soil.4 But 

1 Sailust, Bell. Jugurth. c. 75; Valerius Maximus, v. 6.~ Thrige (Histor. 
Cyr. c. 49) places this division of the Syrtis between Kyrene and Carthage 
at some period between 400-330 B.c., anterior to the loss ef the in
dependence of Kyrene ; but I cannot think that it was earlier than the 
Ptolemies : compare Stnibo, xvii. p. 836. 

2 The Carthaginian establishment Neapolis is mentioned by Skylax (c. 
109), and Strabo states that Leptis was another name for the same place 

· (xvii. p. 835). 
8 Sky lax, c. 107; Vopiscus, Vit. Prob. c. 9; Strabo, xvii. p. 838; 

Pliny, H. N. v. 5· From the Libyan tribe Marmarid:e was derived the 
name Marmarika applied to that region. . 

4 Ta.,..,v~ n Kal >J!af.'f.''Mi7JS (Herodot. iv. 191); Sallust, Bell. Jugurthin. 
c. 17. 

Captain Beechey points out the mistaken conceptions which have been 
entertained of this region-

" It is not only in the works of early writers that we find the nature of 
the Syrtis misunderstood; for the whole of the space between M esurata 
(i.e. the cape which forms the western extremity of the Great Syrtis) and 
Alexandria is described by Leo Africanus, under the title of Barca, as a 
wil~ an? desert country, where there is neither water nor land capable of 
cultivatiOn. He tells us that the most powerful among the Mahometan in
vaders possessed themselves of. the fertile parts of the coast, leaving the 
others only the desert for theu abode, exposed to all the miseries and 
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the maritime region north of this, constituting the projecting 
bosom of the African coast from the island of Platea (Gulf of 
Bomba) on the east to Hesperides (Bengazi) on the west, is of a 
totally different character; covered with mountains of consider 
able elevation, which reach their highest point near Kyrenf 
interspersed with productive plain and valley, broken by frc 
quent ravines which carry off the winter torrents into the sea, 
and never at any time of the year destitute of water. It is this 
latter advantage that causes them to be now visited every 
summer by the Bedouin Arabs, who flock to the inexhaustible 
Fountain of Apollo and to other parts of the mountainous 
region from Kyrene to Hesperides, when their supply of water 
and herbage fails in the interior; 1 and the same circumstance 
privations attendant upon it; for this desert (he continues) is far removed 
from any habitations, and nothing is produced there whatever. So that if 
these poor people would have a supply of grain, or of any other articles 
necessary to their existence, they are obliged to pledge their children to the 
Sicilians who visit the coast; who, on providing them with these things, 
carry olf the children they have received . . . . 

"It appears to be chiefly from Leo Africanus that modern historians 
have derived their idea of what they term the district and desert of Barca. 
Yet the whole of the Cyrenaica is comprehended within the limits which 
they assign to it; and the authority of Herodotus, without citing any other, 
would be amply sufficient to prove that this tract of country not only was no 
desert, but was at all times remarkable for its fertility .... The impres
sion left upon our minds, after reading the account of Herodotus, would· be 
much more consistent with the appearance and peculiarities of both, in thei' 
actual state, than that which would result from the· description of anJ 
succeeding writer . . . . The district of Barca, including all the countr) 
between Mesurata and Alexandria, neither is, nor ever was, so destitute and 
barren as has been represented ; the part of it which constitutes the 
Cyrenaica is capable of the highest degree of cultivation, and many parts of 
the Syrtis afford excellent pasturage, while some of it is not only adapted 
to cultivation, but does acttJally produce good crops of barley and dhurra." 
(Captain Beechey, Expediti(;m to Northern Coast of Africa, ch. x. pp. 263, ~ 
265, 267, 269: comp. ch. x1. p. 321.) 1 

1 Justin, xiii. 7· "amrenitatem loci et fontium ubertatem." Captain 
Beechey notices this annual migration of the Bedouin Arabs-

" Teucheira (on the coast between Hesperides and Barka) abounds in 
wells of excellent water, which are reserved by the Arabs for their summer 
consumption, and only resorted to when the more inland supplies are 
exhausted : at other times it is uninhabited. Many of the excavated tombs 
are occupied as dwelling-houses by the Arabs during their summer visits to 
that part of the c'oast. '' (Beechey, Exp. to North. Afric. ch. xii. p. 354·) i 

And about the wide mountain plain, or table-land of Merge, the site of 
the ancient Barka, !'The water from the mountains enclosing the plair 
settles in pools and lakes in different parts of this spacious valley; an<' 
affords a constant supply, during the summer months, to the Arabs wh< 
frequent it'' (ch. xiii. p. 390). The red earth which Captain Beechej 
observed in this plain is noticed by Herodotus in regard to Libya (ii. 12) 
Stephan. Byz. also mentions the bricks used in building (v.' B&.ptcrj). Derna, 
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must have operated in ancient times to hold the Nomadic 
Libyans in a sort of dependence on Kyrene and Barka. 
Kyrene appropriated the maritime portion of the territory of the 
Libyan Asbystre : 1 the Auschisre occupied the region south of 
Barka, touching the sea near Hesperides : the Kabales dwelt 
1ear Teucheira in the territory of Barka. Over the interior 
>paces these Libyan Nomads, with their cattle and twisted 
tents, wandered unrestrained, amply fed upon meat and milk, 2 

:lothed in goat skins, and enjoying better health than any 
people known to Herodotus. Their breed of horses was ex
cellent, and their chariots or waggons with four horses could 
perform feats admired even by Greeks. It was to these horses 
that the princes 3 and magnates of Kyrene and Barka owed the 
frequent successes of their chariots in the games . of Greece. 
The Liby;tn Nasamones, leaving their cattle near the sea, were 
[n the habit of making an annual journey up the country to the 
Oasis of Augila for the purpose. of gathering the date-harvest,4 

:>r of purchasing dates ; and the Bedouin Arabs from Bengazi 
>till make this same journey annually, carrying up their wheat 
and barley, for the same purpose. Each of the Libyan tribes 
was distinguishe<;l by a distinct mode of cutting the hair, and 

too, to the eastward ·of Cyrene on the sea-coast, is amply provided with 
water (ch. xvi. p. 471). 

Respecting Kyrene itself, Captain Beechey states:-" During the time, 
1bout a fortnight, of our absence from Cyrene, the changes which had taken 
place in the appearance of the country about it wefe remarkable. vVe 
found the hills ·im our return covered with Arabs, their camels, flocks, and 
~erds ; the scarcity of water in the interior at this time having driven the 
Bedouins to· the mountains, and particularly to Cyrene, where the springs 
1fford at all times an abundant supply. The corn was all cut, and the high 
;rass and luxuriant vegetation, which we had' found it so difficult to wade 
:hrough on former occasions, had been eaten down to the roots by the 
:attle" (ch. xviii. pp. 517, szo). 

The winter rains are also abundant, between January and March, at 
Bengazi (the ancient Hesperides): sweet springs of water are found near 
the town (ch. xi. pp. 282, 315, 327). About Ptolemeta, or Ptolemais, the 
port of the ancient Barka, ib. ch. xii. p. 363. 

1 ·Herodot. iv. 170-171. 1rapall.ia cr<p61ipa eboalp.wv. Strabo, ii. p. 131. 
rroll.vp.~ll.ov l<a.l 1rOAV1<0.p7roTci:ras xeovos, Pin dar, Pyth. ix. 7. 

2 Herodot. iv. 186, 187, 189, 190. Nop.&.oes ~<peocp&.-yo< "al -ya:>..ai<T01r<hat. 
Pindar, Pyth. ix. 127, l7r7rEuTa.l Nop.&.oes. Pompon. Mela, i. 8. . 

3 See the fourth, fifth and ninth Pythian Odes of Pindat. In the 
:lescription given. by SophokUs (Electra, 695) of the Pythian contest, in 
which pretence is made that Orestes has perished, ten contending chariots 
ire supposed, of which two are Libyan from Barka: of the remaining 
)ight, one only comes from eaeh place named. 

4 Herodot. iv. 172-182. Compare Hornemann's Travels in Africa, p. 
;8, and Heeren, Verkehr und Handel der Alten Welt, Th. ii, Abth. I, 
1\bschnitt vi. p. 226. 
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by some peculiarities of religious worship, though generally all 
worshipped the Sun and the Moon.1 But in the neighbour
hood of the Lake Tritonis (seemingly the western extremity of 
Grecian coasting trade in the time of Herodotus, who knows. 
little beyond, except from Carthaginian authorities), the Grecianj 
deities Poseidon and Athene, together with the legend of Jason~ 
and the Argonauts, had been localised. There were moreover 
current prophecies announcing that one hundred Hellenic cities 
were destined one day to be founded round the lake-and that 
one city in the island Phla, surrounded by the lake, was to be 
planted by the Laced~monians. 2 These indeed were among 
the many unfulfilled prophecies which from every side cheated 
the Grecian ear, proceeding probably from Kyren~an or 
Ther~an traders, who thought the spot advantageous for settle
ment, and circulated their own hopes under the form of divine 
assurances. It was about the year sro. B.c.3 that some of the 
Ther~ans conducted the Spartan prince Dorieus to found a 
colony in the fertile region of Kinyps, belonging to the Libyan 
Mak~. But Carthage, interested in preventing the extension 
of Greek settlements westward, aided the Libyans in driving 
him out. 

The Libyans in the immediate neighbourhood of Kyrene 
were materially changed by the establishment of that town. 
They constituted a large part-at first probably far the largest 
part-of its consW.tuent population. Not possessing that fierce. 
tenacity of habits which the Mahomedan religion has im-' 
pressed upon the Arabs of the present day, they were open tol 
the mingled influence of constraint and seduction applied by 
Grecian settlers ; and in the time of Herodotus, the Kabales 
and the Asbyst~ of the interior had come to copy Kyren~an 
tastes and customs. 4 The Ther~an colonists, having obtained 
not merely the consent, but even the guidance, of the natives to 
their occupation of Kyrene, constituted themselves like privileged 
Spartan citizens in the midst of Libyan Peric:eki. 5 They seem 
to have married Libyan wives, so that Herodotus describes the 
women of Kyrene and Barka as following, even in his time, 
religious observances indigenous and not Hellenic. 6 Even the 

1 Herodot. iv. 175-188. 
2 Herodot. iv. 178, 179, 195, 196. 
s Herodot. iv. 42. 
4 Herodot. iv. 170. VOJJ.ous oe Tovs '11"1\.EluTous JJ.'JJ.~Eu6a.< •hr<T'JOE~ouu< Tavs 

Kvp1}va.lwv. 
6 Herodot. iv. r6r. ®npa.lwv tca.l TWV 1repwltcwv, &c. 
6 Herodot. iv. r86-r89. Compare also the story in Pindar, Pyth. ix. 

109-126, about Alexidamus, the ancestor of Telesikrat@s the Kyren:~ean ; 
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descendants of the primitive cekist Battus were semi-Libyan, 
for Herodotus gives us the curious information that Battus was 
the Libyan word for a king, and deduces from it the just infer
ence t)ut the name , Battus was riot originally .personal to the 
cekist, but acquired in Libya first as a title; I though it after
wards passed to his descendants asa proper.name. For .eight 
generations the reigning princes were called Battus and Arkesi
laus, the Libyan denomination alternating with the Greek, until 

. the family was finally deprived of its power. Moreover we find 
the ·chief of ·Barka, kinsman of Arkesilaus of K yrene, bearing 
the name of Alazir; a name certainly not Hellenic, and pro
bably Libyan.2 We are therefore to conceive the first Therrean 
colonists as established in their lofty fortified post Kyrene, in 
the centre of Libyan Periceki, till then strangers to walls, to arts, 
and perhaps even to cultivated land. Probably these Periceki 
were always subject and tributary, in a greater or less degree, 
though they continued for half a century to retain their own king. 

To these rude men the ·Therreans communicated the ele
ments of Hellenism and civilisatioi1, not without receiving 
themselves much that was non-Hellenic in return; and perhaps 
the re~ctionary influence. of the Libyan element against the 
Hellenic might have proved the stronger of the two, had they 
not been reinforced by new- comers from Greece. After forty 
years of Battus the q:kist (about 630-590 B.c.) and sixteen 
years of his son Arkesilaus (about 590-571., B.c.), a second 
Battus 3 succeeded, called Battus the Prosperous, to mark 
the extraordinary increase of Kyrene during his presidency. 
The Kyrenreans under him took pains to invite new 
·settlers from all parts of Greece without distinction-a 
circumstance deserving notice in Grecian colonisation, which 

·· usually~manifested a preference for certain races, if it did 
not positively exclude the rest. To every new-comer was 
promised a lot. of land, and the Delphian priestess strenuously 
seconded the wishes of the Kyrenreans, proclaiming that 
"whosoever should reach the place too ·late for the land
division, would have reason to repent it." Such promise of 
new land, as well .as the sanction of the oracle, were doubt
less made public at all the games and meetings of Greeks. A 

how the former won,_ by his swiftness in running, a Libyan maiden, daughter 
of Antreus of Irasa-and Kallimachus, Hymn. A poll. 86. 

1 Herodot. iv. IS:!i· . 
2 Herodot. iv. 164. 
a Respecting the chronology of the Battiad princes, see Boeckh, ad 

Pindar. Pyth. iv .. p. 265, and Thrige, Histor. Cyrenes, p. 127, seq. 
VOL. IV. 1 
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large number of new colonists embarked for Kyrene: the exact 
number is not mentioned, but we must conceive it to have been 
very great, when we are told that during the succeeding genera
tion, not less than 7ooo Grecian hoplites of Kyrene perished by 
the hands of the revolted Libyans-yet leaving both the city 
itself and its neighbour Barka still powerful. The loss of so 
great a number as 7000 Grecian hoplites has very few parallels 
throughout the whole history of Greece. In fact, this second 
migration, during the government of Battus the Prosperous, 
which must have taken place between 574-554 B.c., ought to be 
looked upon as the moment of real and effective colonisation 
for Kyrene. It was on this occasion probably that the port of 
Apollonia, which afterwards came to equal the city itself in 
importance, was first occupied and fortified-for the second 
swarm of immigrants came by sea direct, while the original 
colonists had reached Kyrene by land from the island ofPlatea 
through Irasa. The fresh immigrants came from Peloponnesus, 
Krete, and some other islands of the LEgean. 

To furnish so many new lots of land, it was either necessary, 
or it was found expedient, to dispossess many of the Libyan 
Periceki; who found their situation, in other respects also, 
greatly changed for the worse. The Libyan king Adikran, 
himself among the sufferers, implored aid from Apries king of 
Egypt, then in the height of his power; sending to declare 
himself and his people Egyptian subjects, like their neighbours 
the Adyrmachid<e. The Egyptian prince, accepting the offer, 
despatched a large military force of the native soldier-caste, who 
were constantly in station at the western frontier-town Marea, 
by the route along shore to attack Kyrene. They were met at 
Irasa by the Greeks of Kyrene, and being totally ignorant of 
Grecian arms and tactics, experienced a defeat so complete that 
few of them reached home.1 The consequences of this disaster ' 
in Egypt, where it caused the transfer of the throne from 
Apries to Amasis, have been noticed in a former chapter. 

Of course the Libyan Periceki were put down, and the re
division of lands near Kyrene among the Greek settlers accom
plished, to the great increase of the power of the city. And the 
reign of Battus the Prosperous marks a flourishing <era in the 
town, with a large acquisition of land-dominion, antecedent to 
years of dissension and distress. The K yremeans came into 
intimate alliance with Amasis king of Egypt, who encouraged 
Grecian connexion in every way, and who even took to wife 
Ladike, a woman of the Battiad family at Kyrene ; so that the 

1 Herodot. iv. I 59· , 



Kyrene and Barka-Hesperides 
Libyan Perireki lost all chance of Egyptian aid against the 
Greeks.l · 

New prospects, however, were opened to them during the 
reign of Arkesilaus the Second; son of Battus the Prosperous 
(about 554-544 B.c.). The behaviour of this prince incensed 
and alienated his own brothers,· who raised a revolt against him, 

. seceded with a portion of the citizens, and induced a number of 
the Libyan Periceki to take part with them. They founded the 
Greco-Libyan city of Barka, in the-' territory of the Libyan 
Auschisa:, about twelve miles from 'the coast, distant from 
Kyrene by sea about seventy miles to the westward. The 
space between the two, and even. beyond Barka as 'far as the 
more westerly Grecian colony called Hesperides, was in the 
days Qf Skylax provided with commodious ports for refuge or · 
landing. 2 At what time Hesperides was founded we do not 
know, but it existed about 510 B.c.3 Whether Arkesilaus ob
structed the foundation of Barka ·is not certain ; but he 
marched the Kyrena:an forces against those revolted Libyans 

. who had joined it. Unable to resist, the latter fled for refuge 
to their more easterly brethren near the borders of Egypt, and 
Arkesilaus pursued them. At length,' in a district called 
Leukon, the fugitives found an opportunity of attacking him 
at such prodigious-advantage, that they almost destroyed the 
Kyrena:an army; 7ooo hoplites (as has been before inti
mated) being left dead on the field. Arkesilaus did not long 
survive this disaster .• He was strangled during- sickness by his 
brother Learchus, who aspired to the throne ; but Eryx6, 
widow of'the deceased prince,4 avenged the crime by causing 
Learchus to be assassinated. 

That the credit of the Battiad princes was impaired by such 
a series of disasters and enormities," we can readily believe. 

· But it received a still greater shock from -the circumstance, that 
Battus the Third, son and successor of Arkesilaus, was lame 
and deformed in his feet. To' be governed by ::t man thus 

1 Herodot. ii. r8o-r81. 
2 Herodot. iv. r6o·; Skylax, c. 107 ; 'Hekata!us, Fragm. 300, ed. 

Klausen. 
~ Herodot. iv .. 204. 

,4 Herodot. iv. r6o. Plutarch (De Virtutibus Mulier. p. 261) and Polyrenus 
(viii. 41) give various details of this stratagem on ·the part of Eryx6; Lear
chus being in love with her. Plutarch also states that Learchus maintained 
h~mself as despot for some time by the aid of Egyptian troops from Amasis, 
and committed great cruelties. His story has too much the air of a romance 
to be transcribed into the text, nor do I know from .what authority it is 
taken. · 
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personally disabled, was in the minds of the Kyrena:ans an 
indignity not to be borne, as well as an excuse for pre-existing 
discontents. The resolution was taken to send to the Delphian 
oracle for advice. They were directed by the priestess to 
invite from Mantineia a moderator, empowered to close 
discussions and provide a scheme of government. The 
Mantineans selected Demonax, one of the wisest of their 
citizens, to solve the same problem which had been committed 
to Solon at Athens. By his arrangement, the regal prerogative 
of the Battiad line was terminated, and a republican gov
ernment established, seemingly about 543 B.C. ; the dis
possessed prince retaining both the landed domains 1 and the 
various sacerdotal functions which had belonged to his 
predecessors. Respecting the government, as newly framed, 
however, Herodotus unfortunately gives us hardly any 
particulars. Demonax classified the inhabitants of Kyrene 
into three tribes; composed of-1. Theneans with their 
Libyan Periceki; 2. Greeks who had come from Peloponnesus 
and Krete; 3· such Greeks as had come from all other islands 
in the JEgean. It appears, too, that a senate was constituted, 
taken doubtless from these three tribes, and, w~ may presume, 
in equal proportion. It seems probable that there had been 
before no constitutional classification, nor political privilege, 
except what was vested in the Ther~ans-that these latter, the 
descendants of the original colonists, were the only persons 
hitherto known to the constitution-and that the remaining 
Greeks, though free landed proprietors ahd hoplites, were not 
permitted to act as an integral part of the body politic, nor 
distributed in tribes at all. 2 The whole powers of government 

1 Herodot. iv. r6r. T<)J f3acnli.J"i B&.,..,.<p T<p.Jv<a ~~<ll.wv 1<al ipwcnlvas, .,.a 
lfll.ll.a 1r&v.,.a .,.a 7rpo.,.•pov •lxov ol f3acnll.€is ~s p.J<rov T<)i '6-f,p.rp t8"fi!C<. 

I construe the· word T<p.~v•a as meaning all the domains, doubtless large, 
which had belonged to the Battiad princes ; contrary to Thrige (Historia 
Cyrenes, ch. 38, p. rso), who restricts the expression to revenues derived 
from sacred property. The reference of Wesseling to Hesych.-B&'T'Tuv 
<rlll.¢<ov-is of no avail for illustrating this passage. 

The supposition of 0. MUller, that the preceding king had made himself 
despotic by means of Egyptian soldiers, appears to me not probable and not 
admissible upon the simple authority of Plutarch's romantic story, when we 
take into consideration the silence of Herodotus. Nor is he correct in 
affirming that Dem&nax ''restored the supremacy of the community :" that 
legislator superseded the old kingly political privileges, and framed a new 
constitution (see 0. MUller, History of Dorians, b. iii. ch. 9, s. 13). 

2 Both 0. MUller (Dor. b. iii. 4, 5) and Thrige (His. Cyren. c. 38 p. 
148) speak of Dem6nax as having abolished the old tribes and created ~ew 
ones. I do not conceive the change in this manner. Dem6nax did not 
abolish any tribes, but distributed for the first time the inhabitants into 
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-up to this time vested in the Battiad princes, subject only 
to such check, how effective we know not, which the citizens 
of Thenean origin might be able to interpose-were now 
transferred from the prince to the people, that is, to certain 
inC:.1viduals or assemblies chosen somehow from among all the 
~itizens. There existed at Kyrene, as at Thera and Sparta, a 
board of Ephors, and a band of three hundred armed police,1 

analogous to those who were called the Hippeis or Horsemen 
at Sparta. Whether these were instituted by Demonax we do 
not know, nor does the identity of titular office, in different 
states, afford safe ground for inferring identity of power. This 
is particularly to be remarked with regard to the Periceki at 
Kyrene, who were perhaps more analogous to the Helots than 
to the Periceki of Sparta. The fact that tlie Periceki were 
considered in the new constitution as belonging specially to the 
Therrean branch of citizens, shows that these latter still 
continued a. privileged order, like the Patricians with their 
Clients at Rome in relation to the Plebs. · 

That the re-arrangement introduced by Demonax was wise, 
consonant to the general current of Greek feeling, and 
calculated to work well, there is good reason to believe. No 
discontent within would have subverted it without the aid of 
extra~eous force. Battus the Lame acquiesced in it peaceably 
during his life ; but his widow and his son, Pheretime and 
Arkesilaus, raised a revolt after his death and tried to regain by 
force the kingly privileges of the family. They were worsted 
and obliged to flee-'-the mother to Cyprus, the son to Samos
where both employed themselvesin procuring foreign arms to 
invade and conquer Kyrene. Though Pheretime could obtain 
no effective aid from Euelthon prince of Salamis in Cyprus, her 
son was more successful in Samos, by inviting new Greek 
settlers to Kyrene, under promise of a re<iistribution ofthe land. 
A large body of emigrants joined him on this proclamation ; 
the period seemingly being favourable to it, since the Ionian 

tribes. It is possible indeed that before his time the Therreans of Kyren<! 
may have been divided 'among themselves into distinct tribes ; but the other 
inhabitants, having immigrated from a great number of different places, had 
never before been thrown into tribes at all. Som·e formal enactment ·or 
regulation was necessary for this purpose, to define and sanction that 
religious, social, and political communion which went to make up the idea 
of the Tribe. It is not to be assumed, as a matter of course, that there 
must necessarily have been tribes anterior to Dem6nax, among a population 
so miscellaneous in its origin. . · 

1 Hesychius, Tp<aiCci.Tw< ; Eustath. ad Hom. Odyss. p. 303 ; Herakleides 
Pontic. De Polit. c. 4· . ' 

' . 
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cities had not long before become subject to Persia, and were 
discontented with the yoke. But before he conducted this 
numerous band against his native city, he thought proper to ask 
the advice of the Delphian oracle. Success in the undertaking 
was promised to him, but moderation and mercy after success 
were emphatically enjoined, on pain of losing his life ; and the 
Battiad race was declared by the god to be destined to rule at 
Kyrene for eight generations, but no longer-as far as four 
princes named Battus and four named Arkesilaus.l "More 
than such eight generations (said the Pythia), Apollo forbids 
the Battiads even to aim at." This oracle was doubtless told to 
Herodotus by Kyremean informants when he visited their city 
after the final deposition of the Battiad princes, which took place 
in the person of the fourth Arkesilaus, between 460-450 B.c. ; 
the invasion of Kyrene by Arkesilaus the Third, sixth prince of 
the Battiad race, to which the oracle professed to refer, having 
occurred about 530 B.C. The words placed in the mouth of 
the priestess doubtless date from the later of these two periods, 
and afford a specimen of the way in which pretended 
prophecies are not only made up by ante-dating after-knowledge, 
but are also so contrived as to serve a present purpose; for the 
distinct prohibition of the god " not even to aim at a longer 
lineage than eight Battiad princes," seems plainly intended to 
deter the partisans of the dethroned family from endeavouring 
to reinstate them. 

Arkesilaus the Third, to whom this prophecy purports to 
have been addressed, returned with his mother Pheretime and 
his army of new colonists to Kyrene. He was strong enough 
to carry all before him-to expel some of his chief opponents 
and seize upon others, whom he sent to Cyprus to be destroyed; 
though the vessels were driven out of their course by storms to 
the peninsula of Knidus, where the inhabitants rescued the 
prisoners and sent them to Thera. Other Kyremeans, opposed 
to the Battiads, took refuge in a lofty private tower, the 
property of Aglomachus, wherein Arkesilaus caused them all to 
be burnt, heaping wood around and setting it on fire. But 
after this career of triumph and revenge, he became conscious 
that he had departed from the mildness enjoined to him by the 
oracle, and sought to avoid the punishment which it had 
threatened by retiring from Kyrene. At any rate he departed 
from Kyrene to Barka, to the residence of the Bark[ean prince 

1 Herodot. iv. 163. 'E,.l f.LEV'TE<Tcr£pasBdTTovs, kal 'ApKE<Til\<wsT.crcr•pas, 
litlio! Uf.LtV Ao!l1)s /3acrtA.EOEtll Kuo?)V7]S" '!rA.Oll f.LEII'TOt 'TOV'TOU ovlit 1r<tpa<J8at 
7rapatvfH. 
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his kinsman Alazir, whose daughter he had married. But he 
found in Barka some of the unfortunate men who had fled from 
Kyrene to escape him. These exiles, aided by a few Bark<eans, 
watched for a suitable moment to assail him in the market-place, 
and slew him together with his kinsman the prince Alazir.1 

The victory of Arkesilaus at Kyrene, and his assassination 
at Barka, are doubtless real facts. But they seem to have been 
compressed together and incorrectly coloured, in order to give 
to the death of the Kyremean prince the appearance of a 
divine judgement. For the reign of Arkesilaus cannot have 
been very short, since events of the utmost irvportance occurred 
within it. The Persians under Kambyses conquered Egypt, 
and both the Kyrenrean and the Barkrean prince sent to 
Memphis to make their submission to the conqueror-offering 
presents and imposing upon themselves an annual tribute. 
These presents of the Kyremeans, soc mime of silver, were 
considered by Kambyses, so contemptibly" small, that he took 
hold of them at once and threw them among his soldiers. And 
at the moment when Arkesilaus died, Aryandes, the Persian 
satrap after the death of Kambyses, is found established in 
Egypt.2 

During the absence of Arkesilaus. at Barka, his. mother 
Pheretime had acted as regent, taking her place at the' discus
sions in the senate. But when his death took place, a~d the 
feeling against the Battiads manifested itself strongly at Barka, 
she did not feel powerful enough to put it down, and went to 
Egypt to solicit aid from Aryandes. The satrap, being, made 
to believe that Arkesilaus had met his death in consequence 
of steady devotion to the Persians, sent a herald to Barka to 
demana the men who had slain him. The Barkreans assumed 
the collective responsibility of the act, saying that he had done 
them injuries both numerous and severe-a further proof that 

. his reign cannot have been very short. On receiving this 
reply, the satrap immediately despatched a _powerful Persian 
armafnerit, land-force as welt as sea-force, in fulfilment of the 
designs of Pheretime against Barka. They ~esieged the town 
for nine months, trying to storm, to batter, and to undermine 
the walls j 3 but their efforts were vain, and it was taken at 
last only by an act of the grossest perfidy. Pretending to 
relinquish the attempt in despair, the Persian general concluded 
a treaty with the Barkreans, wherein it was stipulated that the 

1 Herodot. iv. r63-r64. 2 Hero<lot. iii. I3 ; iv. r65-r66. 
3 Polyrenus (Strateg. vii. 28) gives a narrative in many respects different 

from this of Herodotus; ' · 
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latter should continue to pay tribute to the Great King, but 
that the army should retire without further hostilities : " I swear 
it (said the Persian general), and my oath shall hold good, as 
long as this earth shall keep its place." But the spot on which 
the oaths were exchanged had been fraudulently prepared : a 
ditch had been excavated and covered with hurdles, upon which 
again a surface of earth had been laid. The Barkreans, confid
ing in the oath, and overjoyed at their liberation, immediately 
opened their gates and relaxed their guard ; while the Persians, 
breaking down the hurdles and letting fall the superimposed 
earth, so that they might comply with the letter of their oath, 
assaulted the city and took it without difficulty. 

Miserable was the fate which Pheretime had in reserve for 
these entrapped prisoners. She crucified the chief opponents 
of herself and her late son around the walls, on which were 
also affixed the breasts of their wives : then, with the exception 
of such of the inhabitants as were Battiads and noway con
cerned in the death of Arkesilaus, she consigned the rest to 
slavery in Persia. They were carried away captive into the 
Persian empire, where Darius assigned to them a village in 
Baktria as their place of abode, which still bore the name of 
Barka, even in the days of Herodotus. 

During the course of this expedition, it appears, the Persian 
army advanced as far as Hesperides, and reduced many of the 
Libyan tribes to subjection. These, together with Kyrene 
and Barka, figure afterwards among the tributaries and 
auxiliaries of Xerxes in his expedition against Greece. And 
when the army returned to Egypt, by order of Ariandes, they 
were half inclined to seize Kyrene itself in their way, though 
the opportunity was missed and the purpose left un
accomplished.1 

Pheretime accompanied the retreating army to Egypt, where 
she died shortly of a loathsome disease, consumed by worms; 
thus showing (says Herodotus 2) that "excessive cruelty in 
revenge brings down upon men the displeasure of the gods." It 
will be recollected that in the veins of this savage woman the 
Libyan blood was intermixed with the Grecian. In Greece 
Proper, political enmity kills-but seldom, if ever, mutilates
or sheds the blood of women. 

We thus leave Kyrene and Barka again subject to Battiad 
princes, at the same time that they are tributaries of Persia. 
Another Battus and another Arkesilaus have to intervene before 
the glass of this worthless dynasty IS run out, between 460-

1 Herodot. iv. 203, 204- 2 Herodot. iv. 205. 



Pan-Hellenic Festivals 233 
450 B.c. I shall not at present carry the reader's attention 
to this last Arkesilaus, who stands honoured by two chariot 
victories in Greece, and two fine odes of Pindar. 

The victory of the third Arkesilaus, and the restoration ofthe 
Battiads, broke up the equitable constitution established by 
Demonax. His triple classification into tribes must have been 
completely remodelled, though we do not know how ; for the 
number of new colonists whom Arkesilaus introduced must 
have necessitated a fresh distribution of land, and it is 
extremely doubtful whether the relation of the Ther::ean class 
of citizens with their Periceki, as established by Demonax, still 
continued to subsist. It is necessary to notice this fact, because 
the arrangements of Demonax are spoken of by some authors 
as if they formed the permanent constitution of Kyrene; 
whereas they cannot have outlived the restoration of the 
Battiads, nor can they even have been revived after that 
dynasty was finally expelled, since the number of new citizens 
and the large change of property, introduced by Arkesilaus the 
Third, would render them inapplicable to the subsequent city. 

CHAPTER XXVIII 

PAN-HELLENIC FESTIVALS-OLYMPIC, PYTHIAN, NEMEAN, 

AND ISTHMIAN 

IN the preceding chapters I have· been under the necessity 
of presenting to the reader a picture altogether incoherent 
and destitute of central effect. I have specified briefly each 
of the two or three hundred'towns which agreed in bearing the 
Hellenic name, and recounted its birth and early life, as far as 
our evidence goes-but without being able to point out any 
action and reaction, exploits or sufferings, prosperity or misfor
tune, glory or disgrace, common to all. To a great degree, 
this is a characteristic inseparable from the history of Greece 
from its beginning to its end ; for the only political unity which 
it ever receives, is the melancholy unity of subjection under 
all-conquering Rome. Nothing short of force will efface in the 
mind of a free Greek the idea of his city as an autonomous 
and separate organisation. The village is a fraction, .but the 
city is an unit,-and the highest of all political units, not 
admitting of being consolidated with others into a ten or a 
hundred, to the sacrifice of its own separate and individual 

I 2 
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mark. Such is the character of the race, both in their primitive 
country and in their colonial settlements-in their early as well 
as in their late history-splitting by natural fracture into a 
multitude of self-adminis~ering, indivisible, cities. But that 
which marks the eal<ly historical period before Peisistratus, and 
which impresses upon it an incoherence at once so fatiguing 
and so irremediable, is, that as yet no causes have arisen 
to counteract this political isolation. Each city, whether pro
gressive or stationary, prudent or adventurous, turbulent or 
tranquil, follows out its own thread of existence, having no 
partnership or common purposes with the rest, nor being yet 
constrained into any active communion with them by extraneous 
forces. In like manner, the races which on every side surround 
the Hellenic world appear distinct and unconnected, not yet 
taken up into any co-operating mass or system. 

Contemporaneously with the accession of Peisistratus, this 
state of things becomes altered both in and out of Hellas-the 
former as a consequence of the latter. For at that time begins 
the formation of the great Persian empire, which absorbs into 
itself not only Upper Asia and Asia Minor, but also Phenicia, 
Egypt, Thrace, Macedonia, and a considerable number of the 
Grecian cities themselves; while the common danger, from 
this vast aggregate, threatening the greater states of Greece 
Proper, drives them, in spite of great reluctance and jealousy, 
into active union. Hence arises a new impulse, counterworking 
the natural tendency to political isolation in the Hellenic cities, 
and centralising their proceedings to a certain extent for the two 
centuries succeeding 560 B.c.; Athens and Sparta both availing 
themselves of the centralising tendencies which had grown 
out of the Persian war. But during the interval between 
776-560 B.c., no such tendency can be traced even in com
mencement, nor any constraining force calculated to bring it 
about. Even Thucydides, as we may see by his excellent 
preface, knew of nothing during these two centuries except 
separate city-politics and occasional wars between neighbours. 
The only event, according to him, in which any considerable 
number of Grecian cities were jointly concerned, was the war 
between Chalkis and Eretria, the date of which we do not 
know. In that war, several cities took part as allies; Samos, 
among others, with Eretria-Miletus with Chalkis: 1 how far 
the alliances of either may have extended, we have no evidence 
to inform us, but the presumption is that no great number 
of Grecian cit!ces was comprehended in them. Such as it was, 

1 Thucyd. i. 15. 
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however, this war between Chalkis and Eretria was the nearest 
approach, and the only approach, to a Pan-Hellenic proceeding, 
which Thucydides indicates between the Trojan and the Persian 
wars. Both he and Herodotus present this early period only 
by way of preface and contrast to that which follows-when the 
Pan-Hellenic. spirit and tendencies, though never at any time 
predominant, yet counted for a powerful element in history, 
and sensibly modified the universal instinct of city-isolation. 
They tell us little about it, either because they could find 
no trustworthy informants, or because there was nothing in it 
to captivate the imagination in tne same manner as the Persian 
or the Peloponnesian wars. From whatever cause their silence 
arises, it is deeply to be regretted, since the phcenomena of the 
two centuries from 776-56o B.c., though not susceptible of any 
central grouping, must have presented the most instructive 
matter for study, had they been preserved. In. no period 
of history have there ever been formed a _greater number 
of new political .communities, under much variety of circum
stances, personal as well as local. A few chronicles, however 
destitute of philosophy, reporting the exact march of some 
of these colonies from their commencement-amidst all the 
difficulties attendant on amalgamation with strange natives, 
as well as on a fresh distribution of land-would have added 
greatly to our knowledge both of Greek character and Greek 
social existence. 

, Taking the two centuries· now under review, then, it will 
appear that there is not only no growing political unity among 
the Grecian states, but a tendency even to the contrary-to 
dissemination and mutual estrangement. Not so, however, in 
regard to the other feelings of unity capable of subsisting 
between men who acknowledge no common political authority 
-,-sympathies founded on common religion, language, belief 
of race, legends, tastes and customs, intellectual appetencies, 
sense of proportion and artistic excellence, recreative enjoy
ments, &c. On all these points, the manifestations of Hellenic 
unity become more and more pronounced and comprehensive, 
in spite of increased political dissemination, throughout the 
same period. The breadth of common sentiment and sym·pathy 
between Greek and Greek, together with the conception of 
multitudinous periodical meetings as an indispensable portion 
of existence, appears decidedly greater in 560 B.C. than it had 
been a century before. It was fostered by the increased con
viction of the superiority of Greeks as compared with foreigners 
-a conviction gradually more and more justified as Grecian 
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art and .intellect improved, and as the survey of foreign 
countries became extended-as well as by the many new efforts 
of men of genius in the field of music, poetry, statuary, and 
architecture; each of whom touched chords of feeling, belong
ing to other Greeks hardly less than to his own peculiar city. At 
the same time, the life of each peculiar city continues distinct, 
and even gathers to itself a greater abundance of facts and 
internal interests ; so that during tte two centuries now under 
review there was in the mind of every Greek an increase both 
of the city-feeling and of the Pan-Hellenic feeling, but on the 
other hand a decline of the old sentiment of separate race 
-Doric, Ionic, JEolic. 

I have already, in a former chapter, touched upon the 
many-sided character of the Grecian religion, entering as it did 
into all the enjoyments and sufferings, the hopes and fears, the 
affections and antipathies of the people-not simply imposing 
restraints and obligations, but protecting, multiplying and 
diversifying all the social pleasures and all the decorations 
of existence. Each city and even each village had its peculiar 
religious festivals, wherein the sacrifices to the gods were 
usually followed by public recreations of one kind or other
by feasting on the victims, processional marches, singing and 
dancing, or competition in strong and active exercises. The 
festival was originally local, but friendship or communion of 
race was shown by inviting others, non-residents, to partake in 
its attractions. In the case of a colony and its metropolis, 
it was a frequent practice that citizens of the metropolis were 
honoured with a privileged seat at the festivals of the colony, 
or that one of their number was presented with the first taste 
of the sacrificial victim.! Reciprocal frequentation of religious 
festivals was thus the standing evidence of friendship and 
fraternity among cities not politically united. That it must 
have existed to a certain degree from the earliest days, there 
can be no reasonable doubt; though in Homer and Hesiod we 
find only the celebration of funeral games, by a chief at his own 
private expense, in honour of his deceased father or friend
with all the accompanying recreations, however, of a public 
festival, and with strangers not only present, but also contending 

1 Thucyd. i. 26. See the tale in Pausanias (v. 25, I) of the ancient 
chorus sent annually from Messen~ in Sicily across the strait to Rhegium, to 
a local festival of the Rhegians-thirty·five boys with a chorus-master and a 
flute-player: on one unfortunate occasion, all of them perished in crossing. 
For the Th@ory (or solemn religious deputation) periodically sent by the 
Athenians to Delos, see Plutarch, Nicias, c. 3; Plato, Phaxlon, c. I, p. 58. 
Compare also Strabo, ix. p. 419, on the general subject. 
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for valuable prizes.! Passing to historical Greece during the 
seventh century B.c., we find evidence of two festivals, even 
then very considerable, and frequented by Greeks from many 
different cities and districts-the festival at Delos, in honour of 
Apollo, the great place of meeting for Ionians throughout the 
JEgean-and the Olympic games. 

The Homeric Hymn to the Delian Apollo, which must be 
placed earlier than 6oo B.C., dwells with emphasis on the 
splendour of the Delian festival, unrivalled throughout Greece,. 
as it would appear, during all the first period of this history, for 
wealth, finery of attire, and variety of exhibitions as well in 
poetical genius as in bodily activity 2-equalling probably at 
that time, if not surpassing, the Olympic games. The complete 
and undiminished grandeur of this Delian Pan-Ionic festival is 
one of our chief marks of the first period of Grecian history, 
before the comparative prostration of the Ionic Greeks through 
the rise of Persia. It was celebrated periodically in every fourth 
year, to the honour of Apollo and Artemis. Moreover it was 
distinguished from the Olympic games by two circumstances 
both deserving of notice-first, by including solemn matches 
not only of gymnastic, but also of musical and poetical excel
lence, whereas the latter had no place at Olympia ; secondly, 
by the admission of men, women and children indiscriminately 
as spectators, where-as women were formally excluded from the 
Olympic ceremony.s Such exclusion may have depended in 
part on the inland situation of Olympia, less easily approachable 
by females than the island of Delos ; but even making allow
ance for this circumstance, both the one distinction and the 
other mark the rougher character of the JEtolo-Dorians in 
Peloponnesus. The Delian festival, which greatly dwindled 
away during the subjection of the Asiatic and insular Greeks to 
Persia, was revived afterwards by Athens during the period of 
her empire, when she was seeking in every way to strengthen 
her central ascendency in the lEgean. But though it continued 
to be ostentatiously celebrated under her management, it never 
regained that commanding sanctity and crowded frequentation 
which we find attested in the Homeric Hymn to Apollo for its 
earlier period. 

Very different was the fate of the Olympic festival-on the 

1 Homer, Iliad, xi. 879, xxiii. 679; Hesiod, Opp. Di. 65r. 
2 Homer. Hymn. A poll. rso; Thucyd. iii. 104. 
3 Pausan: v. 6, 5; .IE!ian,,N. H. x. I ; Thucyd. iii. ro4. When Ephesus, 

and the fest1val called Ephes1a, had become the great place of Ionic meeting 
the presence of women was still continued (Dionys. Hal. A: R. iv. 25). ' 
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banks of the Alpheius 1 in Peloponnesus, near the old oracular 
temple of the Olympian Zeus-which not only grew up unin
terruptedly from small be.Pinnings to the maximum of Pan
Hellenic importance, but even preserved its crowds of visitors 
and its celebrity for many centuries after the extinction of 
Greek freedom, and only received its final abolition, after more 
than noo years of continuance, from the decree of the Chris
tian emperor Theodosius in 394 A.D. I have already recounted 
in a preceding chapter of this History, the attempt made by 
Pheidon, despot of Argos, to restore to the Pisatans, or to ac
quire for himself, the administration of this festival-an event 
which proves the importance of the festival in Peloponnesus, 
even so early as 740 B.C. At that time, and for some years 
afterwards, it seems to have been frequented chiefly, if not ex
clusively, by the neighbouring inhabitants of Central and 
Western Peloponnesus-Spartans, Messenians, Arkadians, 
Triphylians, Pisatans, Eleians, and Ach~ans 2-and it forms 
an important link connecting the LEtolo-Eleians, and their 
privileges as Agonothets, to solemnise and preside over it, with 
Sparta. From the year 720 B.c., we trace positive evidences of 
the gradual presence of more distant Greeks-Corinthians, 
Megarians, lkeotians, Athenians, and even Smyrn~ans from 
Asia. We observe also other proofs of growing importance, in 
the increased number and variety of matches exhibited to the 
spectators, and in the substitution of the simple crown of olive, 
an honorary reward, in place of the more substantial present 
which the Olympic festival and all other Grecian festivals began 
by conferring upon the victor. The humble constitution of the 
Olympic games presented originally nothing more than a match 
of runners in the measured course called the Stadium. A con
tinuous series of the victorious runners was formally inscribed 
and preserved by the Eleians, beginning with Korcebus in 
7 76 B.c., and was made to serve by chronological inquirers 
from the third century B.c. downwards, as a means of measuring 
the chronological sequence of Grecian events. It was on the 
occasion of the seventh Olympiad after Korcebus that Daikles 
the Messenian first received for his victory in the stadium no 
further recompense than a wreath from the sacred olive-tree 
near Olympia : 3 the honour of being proclaimed victor was 

1 Strabo, viii. p. 353 ; Pindar, Olymp. viii. 2 ; Xenophon, Hellen. iv. 
7, 2; iii. 2, 22. 

2 See K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der Griechischen Staats-Alterthtimer, 
sect. 10. · 

s Dionys. Halikarn. Ant. Rom. i. 71 ; Phlegon, De Olympiad, p. 140. 
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found sufficient, without any pecuniary addition. But until the 
fourteenth Olympiad (724 B.c.) there was no other match for 
the spectators to witness besides that of simple runners in 
the stadium. On that occasion a second race was first intro
duced, of runners in the double stadium, or up and down the 
course. In the next or fifteenth Olympiad (720 B.c.) a third 
match, the long course for runners, or several times up and 
down the stadium. There were thus three races-the simple 
Stadium, the double Stadium or Diaulos, and the long course 
or Dolichos, all for runners-which continued without addition 
until the eighteenth Olympiad, when the wrestling-match and 
the complicated Pentathlon (including jumping, running, the 
quoit, the javelin, and wrestling) were both added. A further 
novelty appears in the twenty-third Olympiad (688 B.c.), the 
boxing-match ; and another still more important in the twenty
fifth (68o B.c.), the chariot with four full-grown horses. This 
last-mentioned addition is deserving of special notice, not 
merely as it diversified the scene by the introduction o( 
horses, but also a.s' it brought in a totally new class of com
petitors-rich men and women, who possessed the finest horses 

. and could hire the most skilful drivers, without any personal 
superiority or power of bodily display in themselves.1 The 
prodigious exhibition of wealth in which the chariot proprietors 
indulged, is not only an evidence of growing importance in the 
Olympic games, but also served materially to increase that im
portance and to heighten the interest of spectators. Two further 
matches were added in the thirty-third Olympiad·(648 B.c.)
the Pankration, pr boxing and wrestling conjoined, 2 with the 
hand unarmed or divested of that hard leather cestus 3 worn by 

For an illustration of the stress laid by the Greeks on the purely honorary 
rewards of Olympia, and on the credit which they took to themselves as 
competitors, not for money, but for glory, see Herodot. viii. z6. Compare 
the Scholia on Pindar, Nem. and Isthm. Argument, p. 425-514, ed. 
Boeckh. ' 

1 See the sentiment of Agesilaus, somewhat contemptuous, respecting 
the chariot-race as described by Xenophon { Agesilaus, ix. 6) : the general 
feeling of Greece, however, is more in conformity with what Thucydides 
(vi. r6) puts into the mouth of Aikibiades, and Xenophon into that of 
Simonides (Xenophon, Hiero, xi. 5). The great respect attached to a 
family which had gained chariot victories is amply attested : see Herodot. 
vi. 35, 36, IOJ, 126-oiJd77 'I'Eilpt1r1rOTpocpos-and vi. 70, about Demaratus 
king of Sparta. 

2 Antholog. Palatin. ix. 588; vol. ii. p. 299, Jacobs. 
3 The original Greek word for this covering (which surrounded the 

middle hand and upper portion of the fingers, leaving both the ends of the 
fingers and the thumb exposed) was lp.il.s, the word for a thong strap or 
whip, of leather : the special word p.6pp.77~ seems to have been ~fterw~rds 
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the pugilist, which rendered the blow of the latter more terrible, 
but at the same time prevented him from grasping or keeping 
hold of his adversary-and the single racehorse. Many other 
novelties were introduced one after the other, which it is un
necessary fully to enumerate-the race between men clothed in 
full panoply and bearing each his shield-the different matches 
between boys, analogous to those between full-grown men, and 
between colts of the same nature as between full-grown horses. 
At the maximum of its attraction the Olympic solemnity occu
pied five days, but until the seventy-seventh Olympiad, all the 
various matches had been compressed into one-beginning at 
daybreak and not always closing before dark.1 The seventy
seventh Olympiad follows immediately after the successful ex
pulsion of the Persian invaders from Greece, when the Pan
Hellenic feeling had been keenly stimulated by resistance to a 
common enemy; and we may easily conceive that this was a 
suitable moment for imparting additional dignity to the chief 
national festival. 

We are thus enabled partially to trace the steps whereby, 
during the two centuries succeeding 7 76 B.C., the festival of the 
Olympic Zeus in the Pisatid gradually passed from a local to a 
national character, and acquired an attractive force capable of 
bringing together into temporary union the dispersed fragments 
of Hellas, from Marseilles to Trebizond. In this important 
function it did not long stand alone. During the sixth century 
B.c., three other festivals, at first local, became successively 
nationalised-the Pythia near Delphi, the Isthmia near 
Corinth, the N emea near Kleome, between Sikyon and Argos. 

In regard to the Pythian festival, we find a short notice of the 
particular incide~ts and individuals by whom its reconstitution 
and enlargement were brought about-.,a notice the more 
interesting, inasmuch as these very incidents are themselves a 
manifestation of something like Pan-Hellenic patriotism, stand
ing almost alone in an age which presents little else in opera
introduced (Hesychius, v. 'I,uds) : see H~mer, Iliad, xxiii. 686. Cestus, 
or Crestus, is the Latin word (Virg. lEn. v. 404) : the Greek word t<<u.,-bs is 
an adjective annexed to i,uils-t<<u'Tbv i,udna.-wo"A.Vt<<U'Tos i,ucls (Iliad, xiv. 
2r4. iii. 37r). See Pausan. viii. 40, 3, for the description of the incident 
which caused an alteration in this hand-covering at the Nemean games: 
ultimately it was still further hardened by the addition of iron. 

1 'AEO"A.wv w<,uwa.,ulpovs IL,u<"A"Aa.s-Pindar, Olymp. v. 6: compare Schol. 
ad Pindar. Olymp. iii. 33· 

See the facts respecting the Olympic Ag6n collected by Corsini (Disser
tationes Agonisticre, Dissert. i. sect. 8, 9, ro), and still more amply set 
forth with a valuable commentary, by Krause (Olympia, oder Darsteilung 
der grossen Olympischen Spiele, Wien r8J8, sect. S-u especially). 
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~ion except distinct city-interests. At the time when the 
Homeric Hymn to the Delphinjan Apollo was composed (pro
bably in the seventh century B.c.), the P:ythian festival had as 
yet acquired little eminence. The rich and holy temple of 
Apollo was then purely oracular, established for the purpose of 
communicating to pious inquirers " the counsels of the Im
mortals." Multitudes of visitors came to consult it, as well as 
to sacrifice victims and to deposit costly offerings ; but while 
the god delighted in the sound of the harp as an accompani
ment to the singing of Preans, he was by no means anxious to 
encourage horsv-races and chariot-races in the neighbourhood. 
Nay, this psalmist considers that the noise of horses would be 
"a nuisance,"-the drinking of mules a desecration to the sacred 
fountains-and the ostentation of fine-built chariots objection
able;1 as tending to divert the attention of spectators away from 
the great temple and its wealth. From such inconveniences 
the god was protected by placing his sanctuary "in the rocky 
Pytho"-a rugged and uneven recess, of no great dimensions, 
embosomed in the southern declivity of Parnassus, and about 
2ooo feet above the level of the sea, while the topmost Par
nassian summits reach a height of near 8ooo feet. The situa
tion was extremely imposing, but unsuited by nature for the 
congregation of any considerable number of spectators-alto
gether impracticable for chariot-races-'---and only .rendered 
practicable by later art and outlay for the theatre as well as for 
the stadium; the original stadium, when first established, was 
placed in the plain beneath. Such a site furnished little means 
of subsistence, but the sacrifices and presents of visitors enabled 
the ministers of the temple to live in abundance,2 and gathered 
together by degrees a village around it. 

.. 1 Hom. ·Hymn. Apoll. 262-
, ITrJ[Lavin u' aieL tcnf1To~ L1rrrwv J,KEttiwv, 

• Ap86JLfVOC T. oVpijec; €p.;;w i.epWv a7J"o 11"YJ"/{wv' 
•Ev94 'Tt5 O.v9pcfnroov fJovA-r}ue'Tat fl.croptl.a.cr8at 
0' App.a:r&. 'T• cinro{TJTCl KCll. Oncv7r08oov Knl1rov t7r7rwv, 
"H v-qOv n J.A,iyav Kal. Kn}JLO:rCl. 1r6.U.' EvE"6vra.. 

Also v. 288-394, 'YV<!ll.wv i!tro napV'l)O'Ot0-484, 1mb tr'Tuxl OapV'l)O'OtO-Pindar, 
Pyth. viii. go. Ov8wvos EV ")'Ucfll.oLS-Strabo, ix. p. 418. 1rE'Tpwoes xwplov 
""l Oea.,.poe<o~s-Heliodorus, Mthiop. ii. 26: compare Will. Gotte, Das 
Delphische Orakel (Leipzig 1839), p. 39-42. 

2 Bwp.ol p.' tq,ep/3ov, o~1rufw .,., ad {~vas, says Ion (in Euripid~s, Ion, 324) 
the slave of Apollo, and the verger of his Delphian temple who waters 
it from the Kastalian spring, sweeps it with laurel boughs ~nd keeps off 
with his bow and ~rr?ws the obtrusive bi~ds (Ion, 105, J4J, 1 54). Who
ever reads the descnptwn of Professor Ulnchs (Reisen und Forschungen in 
Griechenland,. ch. 7, p. IIO) will see that the birds-eagles, vultures, and 
crows-are qmte numerous enough to have been exceedingly troublesome. 
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Near the sanctuary of Pytho, and about the same altitude, 

was situated the ancient Phokian town of Krissa, on a project
ing spur of Parnassus-overhung above by the line of rocky 
precipice called the Phredriades, and itself overhanging below 
the deep ravine through which flows the river Pleistus. On the 
other side of this river rises the steep mountain Kirphis, which 
projects southward into the Corinthian Gulf-the river reach
ing that gulf through the broad Krissrean, or Kirrhrean, plain, 
which stretches westward nearly to the Lokrian town of 
Amphissa ; a plain for the most part fertile and productive, 
though least so in its eastern part immediately under the 
Kirphis, where the seaport Kirrha was placed.1 The temple, 
the oracle, and the wealth of Pytho, belong to the very earliest 
periods of Grecian antiquity. But the octennial solemnity in 
honour of the god included at first no other competition except 
that of bards, who sang each a prean with the harp. It has 
been already mentioned, in a preceding chapter, that the 
Amphiktyonic assembly held one of its half-yearly meetings 
near the temple of Pytho, the other at Thermopylre. 

The whole play of Ion conveys a lively idea of the Delphian temple and its 
scenery, with which Euripid€s was doubtless familiar. 

1 There is considerable perplexity respecting Krissa and Kirrha, and it 
still remains a question among scholars whether the two names denote the 
same place, or different places ; the former is the opinion of 0. Miiller 
(Orchomenos, p. 495). Strabo distinguishes the two, Pausanias identifies 
them, conceiving no other town to have ever existed except the seaport 
(x. 37, 4). Mannert (Geogr. Gr. Rom. viii. p. 148), follows Strabo, and 
represents them as different. ' 

I consider the latter to be the correct opinion ; upon the grounds, and 
partly also on the careful topographical examination, of Professor Ulrichs, 
who gives an excellent account of the whole scenery of Delphi (Reisen und 
Forschungen in Griechenland, Bremen 184o, chapters I, 2, 3). The rnins 
described by him on the high ground near Kastri, called the Forty Saints, 
may fairly be considered as the ruins of Krissa ; the ruins of Kirrha are on 
the sea-shore near the mouth of the Pleistus. The plain beneath might 
without impropriety be called either the Krissrean or the Kirrhrean plain 
(Herodot. viii. 32 ; Strabo, ix. p. 419). Though Strabo was right in 
distinguishing Krissa from Kirrha, and right also in the position of the 
latter under Kirphis, he conceived incorrectly the situation of Krissa; and 
his representation that there were two wars-in the first of which, Kirrha 
was destroyed by the Krissreans, while in the second, Krissa itself was 
conquered by the Amphiktyons-is not confirmed by any other authority. 

The mere circumstance that Pindar gives us in three separate passages, 
Kpicrq:, Kptcra£ov, Kptcralots (Isth. ii. 26; Pyth. v. 49, vi. 18), and in five 
other passages, Klppq., Klppas, Klppa8ev (Pyth. iii. 33, vii. 14, viii. z6, x. 24, 
xi. 20 ), renders it almost certain that the two names belong to different places, 
and are not merely two different names for the same place ; the poet could 
not in this case have any metrical reason for varying the denomination, as 
the metre of the two words is similar. 
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In those early times when the Homeric Hymn to Apollo was 

composed, the town of Krissa appears to have been great and 
powerful, possessing all the broad plain between Parnassus, 
Kirphis, and the gulf, to which latter it gave its name-and 
possessing also, what was a property not less valuable, the ad
joining sanctuary of Pytho itself, which the· Hymn identifies 
with Krissa, not indicating Delphi as a separate place. The 
Krissa!ans doubtless derived 'great profits from the number of 
visitors who came to visit Delphi, both by land and by sea, and 
Kirrha. was originally only the name for their seaport. Gradu
ally, however, the port appears to have grown in importance at 
the expense of the town, just as Apollonia and Ptolemais came 
to equ~l Kyrene and Barka, and as Plymouth Dock has. 
swelled into Devonport; while' at the same time the sanctuary 
of Pytho with its administrators expanded into the town of 
Delphi, and came to claim an independent ·existence of its own. 
The original relations between Krissa, Kirrha, and Delphi, 
were in this manner at length subverted; the first declining and· 
the two latter rising. The Krissreans found themselves dis
possessed of the management of the temple, which passed to 
the Delphians ; as well as of the profits arising from the visitors, 
whose disbursements went to enrich the inhabitants of Kirrha. 
Krissa was a primitive city of the Phokian name, and could 
boast of a place as such in the Homeric Catalogue, so that 
her loss of importance was not likely to be quietly en·dured. 
Moreover, in addition to the above facts, already sufficient in 
themselves as seeds of quarrel, we are told that the Kirrha!ans 
abused their position as masters of the avenue to the temple by 
sea, and levied exorbitant tolls on the visitors who landed there 
-a number constantly increasing from the multiplication of the 
transmarine colonies, and from the prosperity of those in Italy 
and Sicily. Besides such offence against the general Grecian 
public, they had also incurred the enmity of their Phokian 
neighbours by outrages upon women, Phokian as well as 
Argeian, who were returning from the temple.l 

Thus stood the case, apparently, abq,Ut 595 B.c., when the 
Amphiktyonic meeting · interfered-either prompted · by the 
Phokians, or perhaps on their own spontaneous impulse, out 

1 Athenreus, xiii. p. s6o; lEs~hinSs cont. Ktesiphont. c. 36, ·p. 406; 
Strabo, ix. p. 418. Of the Akragallidre, or Kraugallidre, whom JEschines 
mentio_ns along with the Kirrhreans as another impious race who dwelt in 
the neighbourhood of the god-and who were. overthrown along with the 
Kirrhreans-we have no further information. 0. Muller's conjecture would 
identify them with the Dryopes (Dorians, i. 2, 5, and his Orchomenos 
p. 496) ; Harpokration, v. Kpav"(C.A.A.ilia<. ' 
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of regard to the temple-to punish the Kirrhreans. After a 
war of ten years, the first Sacred War in Greece, this object 
was completely accomplished, by a joint force of Thessalians 
under Eurylochus, Sikyonians under Kleisthenes, and Athenians 
under Alkmreon ; the Athenian Solon being the person who 
originated and enforced in the Amphiktyonic council the 
proposition of interference. Kirrha appears to have made a 
strenuous resistance, until its supplies from the sea were inter
cepted by the naval force of the Sikyonian Kleisthenes. Even 
after the town was taken, its inhabitants defended theb11selves 
for some time on the heights of Kirphis.1 At length, however, 
they were thoroughly subdued. Their town was destroyed, or 
left to subsist merely as a landing-place; while the whole 
adjoining plain was consecrated to the Delphian god, whose 
domains thus touched the sea. UI].der this sentence, pro
nounced by the religious feeling of Greece, and sanctified by a 
solemn oath publicly sworn and inscribed at Delphi, the land 
was condemned to remain untilled and unplanted, without any 
species of human care, and serving only for the pasturage of 
cattle. The latter circumstance was convenient to the temple, 
inasmuch as it furnished abundance of victims for the pilgrims 
who landed and came to sacrifice-for without preliminary 
sacrifice no man could consult the oracle; 2 while the entire 
prohibition of tillage was the only means of obviating the growth 
of another troublesome neighbour on the sea-board. The ruin 
of Kirrha in this war is certain : though the necessity of a 
harbour for visitors arriving by sea, led to the gradual revival of 
the town, upon a humbler scale of pretension. But the fate of 
Krissa is not so clear, nor do we know whether it was destroyed, 
or left subsisting in a position of inferiority with regard to Delphi. 
From this time forward, however, the Delphian community 
appear as substantive and autonomous, exercising in their own 
right the management of the temple ; though we shall find, on 
more than one occasion, that the Phokians contest this right, 
and lay claim to the management of it for themselves 3-a 
remnant of that early period when the oracle stood in the 
domain of the Phokian Krissa. There seems moreover to have 
been a standing antipathy between the Delphians and the 
Phokians. 

1 Schol. ad Pindar. Pyth. Introduct. ; Schol. ad Pindar. Nem. ix. 2 ; 

Plutarch, Solon, c. II ; Pausan. ii. 9, 6. Pausanias (x. 37, 4) and Polyrenus 
(Strateg. iii. 6) relate a stratagem of Solon, or of Eurylochus, to poison 
the water of the Kirrhreans with hellebore. 

2 Eurip. Ion. 230. 3 Thucyd. i. II2. 
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The Sacred War just mentioned-emanating from a solemn 

Amphiktyonic decree, carried on jointly by troops of different 
states whom we do not know to have ever before co-operated, 
and directed exclusively towards an object of common interest 
-is in itself a fact of high importance as manifesting a decided 
growth of Pan-Hellenic feeling. Sparta is not riamed as 
interfering-,-a circumstance which seems remarkable when we 
consider both her power, even as it then stood, and her intimate 
connexion with the Delphian oracle-while the Athenians 
appear as the chief movers, through the greatest and best of 
their citizens. The credit of a large-minded patriotism rests 
prominently upon them. 

But if this Sacred War itself is a proof that the Pan-Hellenic 
spirit was growing stronger, the positive result in which it ended 
reinforced that spirit still further. The spoils of. Kirrha were 
employed by the victoridbs allies in founding the Pythian games. 
The octennial festival hitherto celebrated at Delphi in honour 
of the god, including no other competition except in the harp 
and the pftan, was expanded into comprehensive games on the 
model of the Olympic, with matches not only of music, but 
also of gymnastics and chariots-celebrated, not at Delphi 
itself, but on the maritime plain near the ruined Kirrha-and 
under the direct superintendence of the Amphiktyons them
selves. I have already mentioned that Solon provided large 
rewards for such Athenians as gained victories in the Olympic 
and Isthmian games, thereby indicating his sense of the great 
value of the national games as a means of promoting Hellenic 
intercommunion. It was the same feeling which instigated the 
foundation of the new games on the Kirrhreari plain, in com
memoration of the vindicated honour of Apollo, and in the 
territory newly made over to him. They were celebrated in 
the autumn, or first half of every third Olympic year; the 
Amphiktyons being the ostensible Agonothets or administrators, 
and appointing persons to discharge the duty in their names.l 

1 Mr. Clinton thinks that the Pythian games were celebrated in the 
autumn : M. Boeckh refers the celebration to the spring : Krause agrees 
with Boeckh (Clinton, Fast. Hell. vol. ii. p. zoo, Appendix ; Boeckh, ad 
Corp. Inscr. No. r688, p. 813; Krause, Die Pythien, Nemeen und 
Isthmien, vol. ii. p. 29-35). . 

Mr. Clinton's opinion appears to me the right one. Boeckh admits that 
with the exception of Thucydides (v. r-19}, the other authorities go to sus: 
tain it; but he relies on Thucydides to outweigh them. Now the passage 
of Thucydides, properly understood, seems to me as much in favour of · 
Clinton's view as .the rest, if not more. 

I rnay remark, as a certain additional reason in favour of Mr. Clinton's 
view, that the Isthmia appear to have been celebrated in the third year of 
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At the first Pythian ceremony (in 586 B.c.), valuable rewards 
were given to the different victors; at the second (582 B.c.), 
nothing was conferred but wreaths of laurel-the rapidly attained 
celebrity of the games being such as to render any further 
recompense superfluous. The Sikyonian despot Kleisthenes 
himself, one of the leaders in the conquest of Kirrha, gained 
the prize at the chariot-race of the second Pythia. We find 
other great personages in Greece frequently mentioned as 
competitors, and the games long maintained a dignity second 
only to the Olympic, over which indeed they had some advan
tages ; first, that they were not abused for the purpose of 
promoting petty jealousies and antipathies of any administering 
state, as the Olympic games were perverted by the Eleians, on 
more than one occasion ; next, that they comprised music and 
poetry as well as bodily display. From the circumstances 
attending their foundation, the Pythian games deserved, even 
more than the Olympic, the title bestowed on them by 
Demosthenes-" the common Agon of the Greeks." 1 

The Olympic and Pythian games continued always to be the 
most venerated solemnities in Greece. Yet the N emea and 
Isthmia acquired a celebrity not much inferior; the Olympic 
prize counting for the highest of all. 2 Both the Nemea and the 
Isthmia were distinguished from the other two festivals by 
occurring, not once in four years, but once in two years ; the 
former in the second and fourth years of each Olympiad, the 
latter in the first and third years. To both is assigned, 
according to Greek custom, an origin connected with the 
interesting persons and circumstances of legendary antiquity; 
but our historical knowledge of both begins with the sixth 
century B.c. The first historical Nemead is presented as 
belonging to Olympiad 52 or 53 (572-568 B.c.), a few years 
subsequent to the Sacred War above mentioned and to the 
origin of the Pythia. The festival was celebrated in honour 
of the Nemean Zeus, in the valley of Nemea between Phlius 
and Kleonre. The Kleomeans themselves were originally its 
presidents, until, at some period after 460 B.c., the Argeians 

each Olympiad, and in the spring (Krause, p. 187). It seems improbable 
that these two great festivals should have come one immediately after the 
other, which nevertheless must be supposed, if we adopt the opinion to 
Boeckh and Krause. 

Though the Pythian games belong to late summer or early autumn, the 
exact month is not easy to determine: see the references inK. F. Hermann, 
Lehrbuch der gottesdienstlichen Alterth\imer der Griechen, ch. 49, not. 12. 

1 Del\lOSthen. Philipp. iii. p. II9. 
2 Pindar, Nem. x. 28-33. 
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deprived them of that honour and assumed the honours of 
administration to themselves.1 The Neniean games had their 
Hellanodikre 2 to superintend, to keep order, and to distribute 
the prizes, as well as the Olympic. 

Respecting the Isthmian festival, our first historical informa
tion is a little earlier, for it has already been stated that Solon 
conferred a premium upon· every Athenian citizen who gained 
a prize §lt that festival as well as at the Olympian-in or after 
594 B.C. It was celebrated by the Corinthians at their isthmus, 
in honour of Poseidon; and if we may draw any inference from 
the legends respecting its foundation, which is ascribed some
times to Theseus, the Athenians appear to have identified it 
with the antiquities of their own state.3 

1 Strabo, viii. p. 377 ; Plutarch, Arat. c. 28; Mannert, Geogr. Gr. 
Rom. pt. viii. p .. 650. · Compare the second chapter in Krause, Die 
Pythien, Nemeen und Isthmien, vol ii. p. 108 seqq. 

That the Kle6nreans continued without interruption to administer the 
Nemean festival down to Olympiad 8o (460 B.c.), or thereabouts, is the 
rational inference from Pindar, Nem. x. 42: compare Nem. iv. r7. 
Eusebius indeed states that the Argeians seized the administration for 
themselves in Olympiad 53· In order to reconcile this statement with the 
above passage in Pindar, critics have concluded that the Argeians lost it 
again, and that the Kle6nreans resumed it a little before Olympiad So. I 
take a different view, and am disposed to reject the statement of Eusebius 
altogether ; the more so as Pindar's tenth N emean ode is addressed to an 
Argeian citizen named Theireus ; and if there· had been at that time a 
standing dispute between Argos and Kle6nre on the subject of the ·.adminis
tration of the Nemea, tl:ie poet would har<Hy have introduced the mention 
of the N e·mean prizes gained by the ancestors of Theire;ts, under the 
untoward designation of 11 prizes received from Kle6nrean men." 

2 See Boeckh, Corp. Inscript. No. uz6. 
8 K. F. Hermann, in his Lehrbuch der Griechischen Staatsalterthiimer 

(ch. 32, not. 7, and ch. 65, not. 3), and again in his more recent work 
(Lehrbuch der gottesdiimst)ichen Alterthiimer der Griechen, part iii. ch. 49, 
also not. 6), both highly valuable publications, maintains,- I. That the 
exaltation of the Isthmian and Nemean games into Pan-Hellenic import
ance arose directly after and out of the fall of th'e despots of Corinth and 
Sikyon. 2. That it was brought about by the paramount influence of the 
Dorians, especially by Sparta. 3· That the Spartans put down the despots 
of both these two cities. 

The last of these three propositions appears to me untrue in respect to 
Sikyon-improbable in respect to Corinth : my reasons for thinking so have 
been given in a former chapter. And if this be so, the reason for presuming 
Spartan intervention as to the Isthmian and Nemean games falls to the 
ground ; for there is no other proof of it, nor does Sparta appear to have 
interested herself in any of the four national festivals except the Olympic, 
with which she was from an early period peculiarly connected. 

Nor can I think that the first of Hermann's three propositions is at all 
tenable. No connexion whatever can be shown between Sikyon and the 
Neinean games; and .it is the more improbable in this case that the 
Sikyonians should have been active, inasmuch as they had under Kleisthenes 
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We thus perceive that the interval oetween 6oo-s6o B.C. 

exhibits the first historical manifestation of the Pythia, Isthmia, 
and Nemea-the first expansion of all the three from local into 
Pan-Hellenic festivals. To the Olympic games, for some time 
the only great centre of union among all the widely-dispersed 
Greeks, are now added three other sacred Agones of the like 
public, open, national character ; constituting visible marks as 
well as tutelary bonds, of collective Hellenism, and ensuring to 
every Greek who went to compete in the matches, a safe and 
inviolate transit even through hostile Hellenic states.1 These 
four, all in or near Peloponn'esus, and one of which occurred 
in each year, formed the Period, or cycle of sacred games, and 
those who had gained prizes at all the four received the enviable 
designation of Periodonikes. 2 The honours paid to Olympic 
victors on their return to their native city, were prodigious even 
in the sixth century B.c., and became even more extravagant 
afterwards. We may remark, that in the Olympic games alone, 
the oldest as well as the most illustrious of the four, the musical 
and intellectual element was wanting. All the three more recent 
Agones included crowns for exercises of music and poetry, 
along with gymnastics, chariots, and horses. 

a little before contributed to nationalise the Pythian games : a second inter
ference for a similar purpose onght not to be presumed without some 
evidence. To prove his point about the Isthmia, Hermann cites only a 
passage of Solinus (vii. 14), "Hoc spectaculum, per Cypselum tyrannum 
intermissum, Corinthii Olymp. 49 solemnitati- pristinre reddiderunt." To 
render this passage at all credible, we must read Cypselidas instead of 
Cypselum, which deducts from the value of a witness whose testimony can 
never under any circumstances be rated high. But granting the alteration, 
there are two reasons against the assertion of Solinus. One, a positive 
reason, that Solon offered a large reward to Athenian victors at the Isthmian 
games: his legislation falls in 594 B.c., ten years before the time when the 
Isthmia are said by Solinus to have been renewed after a long intermission. 
The other reason (negative, though to my mind also powerful) is the silence 
of Herodotus in that long invective which he puts into the. mouth of 
Sosikl~s against the Kypselids (v. 92). If Kypselus had really been guilty 
of so great an insult to the feelings of the people as to suppress their most 
solemn festival, the fact would hardly have been omitted in the indictment 
which Sosikl~s is made to urge against him. Aristotle indeed, representing 
Kypselus as a mild and popular despot, introduces a contrary view of his 
character, which, if we admitted it, would of itself suffice to negative the 
supposition that he had suppressed the Isthmia. 

1 Plutarch, Arat. c. 28. Kal uvvexv8'1/ 1'67'€ 11'pW1'01' (by order of Aratus), 
oij oeliop.~V'I/ TOtS ll.'Y<•>V<O'Tats lz.uvl\{a Kal lz.u<J>al\eta, a deadly stain On the 
character of Aratus. 

2 Festus, v. Perihodos, p. 217, ed. MUller. See the animated protest 
of the philosopher Xenophan~s against the great rewards given to 
Olympic victors (540-520 B.c.), Xenophan. Fragment. 2, p. 357, ed. 
Bergk. 
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It was not only in the distinguishing n·ational stamp set upon 

these four great festivals, that the gradual increase of Hellenic 
family-feeling exhibited itself, during the course of thi,s earliest 
period of Grecian history. Pursuant to the same tendencies, 
religious festivals in all the considerable towns gradually bec3;me 
more· and more open and accessible, attracting guests as well as 
competitors from beyond the border. The comparative dignity 
of the city, as well as the honour rendered to the presiding god, 
were measured by the numbers, admiration, and envy, of the 
frequenting visitors.1 There is no positive evidence indeed· 
of such expansion in the Attic festivals earlier than the reign 
of Peisistratus, who first added the quadrennial or greater 
Panathemea to the ancient annual or lesser Panathenrea. 
Nor can we trace the steps of progress in regard to Thebes, 
Orchomenus, Thespire, Megara, Sikyon, Pellene, lEgina, Argos, 
&c., but we find full reason for believing that such was the 
general reality. Of the Olympic or Isthmian victors whom 
Pindar and Simonides celebrated, many derived a portion of 
their renown from previous victories acquired at several of these '
local contests 2-victories sometimes so numerous, as to prove 
how wide-spread the habit of reciprocal frequentation had 
become : 3 th'ough we find, even in the third century B.C., 

treaties of alliance between different cities, in which it is thought 
necessary to confer such 'mutual right by express stipulation. 
Temptation was offered, to the distinguish~d gymnastic or· 
musical competitors, by prizes of great value. Timreus' even 
asserted, as a proof of the oven'veening pride of Kroton and 
Sybaris, that these cities tried to supplant the .. pre-eminence of 
the Olympic games, by instituting games of their own with the 

1 Thucyd. vi. 16. Alkibiades says, Kal II<Ta a(i ~v TP '!!"O.\EL xopTrylats ~ 
~~ff T'f' Aaf,7rPVf'oJL~'' To'is p.~v ix.uTo'is cpeove'iTaz, cpVtJEt, 7Tp0s 8E To~s 
~·vovs Kal avT1J <<TXVS <J>afvf'TI1.l. 

The greater Panathemea are ascribed to Peisistratus by the Scholiast on 
Aristeides, vol. iii. p. 323, ed. Dindorf: judging by what immediately pre-. 
cedes the statement seems to come from Aristotle~ 1 

2 Simonides, Fragrri. 154-158, · ed. Bergk;, Pindar, Nero; x. 45; 
Olymp. xiii. 107. < . 

The distinguished athlete Theagenes is affirmed to have gained 1200 

prizes in these various ag6nes: according to some,. 1400 prizes (Pausan. vi. 
rr, 2; Plutarch, Prrecept. Reip. Ger. c. 15, p. Su). . 
· An athlete named Apollonius arrived too late for the Olympic games, 

having stayed away too long from his anxiety to get money at various ag6nes 
in Ionia (Pausan. v. 21, 5). 

3 See, particularly, the treaty between the inhabitants of Latus and 
those of Olil.s in Krete, in Boeckh's Corp. Inscr. No. 2554, wherein this 
reciprocity is expressly stipulated. Boeckh places this Inscription in the 
third century B. c. 
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richest prizes to be celebrated at the same time I_ a statement 
in itself not worthy of credit, yet nevertheless illustrating the 
animated rivalry known to prevail among the Grecian cities, in 
procuring for themselves splendid and crowded games, At the 
time when the Homeric Hymn to Demeter was composed, the 
worship of that goddess seems to have been purely local at 
Eleusis, But before the Persian war, the festival celebrated by 
the ~thenians every year, in honour of the Eleusinian Demeter, 
apmitted Greeks of all cities to be initiated, and was attended 
by vast crowds of them. 2 

It was thus that the simplicity and strict local application of 
the primitive religious festival, among the greater states in 
Greece, gradually expanded, on certain great occasions periodi
cally recurring, into an elaborate and regulated series of 
exhibitions-not merely admitting, but soliciting, the fraternal 
presence of all Hellenic spectators. In this respect Sparta 
seems to have formed an exception to the remaining states. 
Her festivals were for herself alone, and her general rudeness 
towards other Greeks was not materially softened even at the 
Karneia 3 and Hyakinthia, or Gymnop<edi<e. On the other 
hand, the Attic Dionysia were gradually exalted, from their 
original rude spontaneous outburst of village feeling in thank
fulness to the god, followed by song, dance, and revelry of 
various kinds-into costly and diversified performances, first 
by a trained chorus, next by actors superadded to it4 And the 

1 Timreus, Fragm, 82, ed. Didot, The Krotoniates furnished a great 
number of victors both to the Olympic and to the Pythian games (Herodot, 
viii. 47; Pausan. x. 5, s-x. 7, 3; Krause, Gymnastik und Agonistik der 
I-Iellenen, val, ii. sect, 29, p. 752). 

2 I-lerodot, viii. 6 5· Kal av•doJV 0 {3oui\.Of'EVOS Kal TWV /l.l\1\.wv 'EI\.1\.~VWV 
p.vE"iro.t. 

The exclusion of all competitors natives of Lampsakus, from the games 
celebrated in the Chersonesus to the honour of the cekist Miltiades, is 
mentioned by Herodotus as something special (Herodot. vi. 38). 

8 See the remarks, upon the Lacedremonian discouragement of stranger
visitors at their public festivals, put by Thucydides into the mouth of 
Perikles (Thucyd. ii. 39). 

Lichas the Spartan gained great renown by treating hospitably the 
strang-ers who came to the Gymnopredire at Sparta (Xenophon, Memorab. 
i. z, 6r ; Plutarch, Kimon, c. ro)-a story which proves that some strangers 
came to the Spartan festivals, but which also proves that they were not 
many in number, and that to show them hospitality was a striking distinc
tion from the general character of Spartans. 

4 Aristot. Poetic. c. 3 and 4; Maximus Tyrius, Diss. xxi. p. 215; 
Plutarch, De Cupidine Divitiarum, c. 8, p. 527 : compare the treatise, 
" Quod non potest suaviter vivi secundum Epicurum," c. r6, p. 1098. 
The old oracles quoted by Demosthenes, cont. Meidiam (c. 15, p. 5JI, and 
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dramatic compositions thus produced, as they embodied the 
perfection of Grecian art, so they were eminently calculated to 
invite a Pan-Hellenic audience and to encourage the sentiment 
of Hellenic unity. The dramatic literature of Athens however 
belongs properly to a later period.· Previous to the year 56o 
B.c., we see only those commencements of innovation which 
drew upon Thespis 1 the rebuke of Solon; who however himself 
contributed to impart to the Panathenaic festival a more solemn 
and attractive character, by checking the licence of the rhapsodes 
and ensuring to those present a full orderly recital of the Iliad. 

The sacred games and festivals, here alluded to as a class, 
took hold of the Greek mind by so great a variety of feelings,~ 
as to counterbalance in a high degree the political disseverance; 
and to keep alive among their wide-spread cities, in the midst 
of constant jealousy and frequent quarrel, a feeling of brother
hood and congenial sentiment such as must otherwise have died 
away. The The6rs, or· sacred envoys who came to Olympia or 
Delphi from so many different points, all sacrificed to the same 
god and at the same altar, witnessed the same sports, and 
contributed by their donatives to enrich or adorn one respected 
scene: Moreover the festival afforded opportunity for a sort of 
fair, including much traffic amid so large a mass of spectators ; 3 

cont. Makartat. p. I072: see also Buttmann's note on the formerpa~sage), 
convey the idea of the ancient simple Athenian festival; 

1 Plutarch, Solon, c. 29: see vol. iii., chap. xi. p. 357· 
2 The orator Lysias, in a fragment of his lost Panegyrical Oration, pre

served by Dionysius of Halikarnassus (val. v. p. 520 R. ), describes the 
influence of the games with great force and simplicity. Herakles, the 
founder of them, a7wva p.<v uwp.J.-rwv brol7)ue, <f>tA.onp.lo.v o< 7TA.ov-rcp, "fVC:.p.7)s 
a' E1rlOet~lV Jv 7"~ l£etAA[rrrrp T'l}s CEAA&Oos· Yva TOVTwV b:1r&.VTWV Eve/Ca. is TO 
ahh ~Aewp.ev, -rO. p.ev b\jl6p.evot, -rO. oo aKovtr6p.evot. 'H71JUo.-ro J'Oop -rov lve&oe 
UVAAO"fOV a p X ~ v 'Y E v • <I 8 a t T 0 's .E A A 7/ <I t -r1i s 7T p ~ s a A A ~A 0 v s 
</> t A.[ as. 

3 Cicero, Tusc. Qurest. v. 3- "Mercatum eum, qui haberetur maximo 
ludorum apparatu totius Grreci::e celebritate: nam ut illic alii corporibus 
exercitatis gloriam et nobilitatem coronre peterent, alii emendi aut 
vendendi qu::estu et Iuera ducerentur," &c. · 

Both Velleius Paterculus also (i. 8) and Justin (xiii. 5) call the Olympic 
festival by the name mercatus. , 

There were 'booths all round the AI tis, or sacred precinct of Zeus (Schol. 
Pindar. Olymp. xi. 55), during the time of the games. 

Strabo observes with justice, respecting the multitudinous festivals gener- 1 

ally-'H 7TaV~"fVpts, ip.1ToptK6v TL 7Tpii"fp.a (x. p. 486), especially in reference 
to Delos: see Cicero pro Lege Maniliii, c. 18 : compare Pausanias, x. 32, 
9, about the Panegyris and fair at Tithorea in Phokis, and Becker 
Charikles, vol. i. p. 283. ' 

At the Attic festival of the Herakleia, celebrated by the communion 
called Mesogei, or a certain number of the demes constituting Mesogrea, a 
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and besides the exhibitions of the games themselves, there 
were recitations and lectures in a spacious council-room for 
those who chose to listen to them, by poets, rhapsodes, 
philosophers and historians-among which last the history of 
Herodotus is said to have been publicly read by its author.l 
Of the wealthy and great men in the various cities, many 
contended simply for the chariot-victories and horse-victories. 
But there were others whose ambition was of a character more 
strictly personal, and who stripped naked as runners, wrestlers, 
boxers, or pankratiasts, having gone through the extreme fatigue 
of a complete previous training. Kylop, whose unfortunate 
attempt to usurp the sceptre at Athens has been recounted, had 
gained the prize in tbe Olympic stadium : Alexander son of 
Amyntas, the prince of Macedon, had run for it : 2 the great 
family of the Diagoridao! at Rhodes, who furnished magistrates 
and generals to their native city, supplied a still greater number 
of successful boxers and pankratiasts at Olympia, while other 
instances also occur of generals named by various cities from 
the list of successful Olympic gymnasts ; and the odes of Pindar, 
always dearly purchased, attest how many of the great and 
wealthy were found in that list.3 The perfect popularity, and 
equality of persons, at these great games, is a feature not less 
regular market-due or ii.")'opacrn~ebv was levied upon those who brought 
goods to sell (Inscriptiones Atticre nuper repertre 12, by E. Curtius, 
P· 3-7). 

1 Pausan. vi. 23, 5 ; Diodor. xiv. ro9, xv. 7; Lucian, Quomodo Historia 
sit conscribenda, c. 42. See Krause, Olympia, sect. 29, p. r83-r86. 

2 Thucyd. i. 120 ; Herodot. v. 22-71. Eurybat@s of Argos (1:-Ierodot. 
vi. 92); Philippus and Phayllus of Kroton (v. 47 ; viii. 47); Eualkides of 
Eretria (v. ro2); Hermolykus of Athens (ix. ro5). 

Pindar (Nem. iv. and vi.) gives the numerous victories of the Bassidre and 
Theandridre at .t'Egina : also Melissus the pankratiast and his ancestors the 
Kleonymidre of Thebes-Tt,Uct<vns d.pxil8<v 1rpo~•vol T' brtxwplwv (Isthm. 
iii. 25). 

Respecting the extreme celebrity ofDiagoras and his sons, of the Rhodian 
gens Eratidre, Damagetus, Akusilaus, and Dorieus, see Pindar, Olymp. 
vii. 16-145, with the Scholia; Thucyd. iii. II; Pausan. vi. 7, I, 2 ; 
Xenophon, Hellenic. i. 5, 19: compare Strabo, xiv. p. 655· 

3 The Latin writers remark it as a peculiarity of Grecian feeling, as dis
tinguished from Roman, that men of great station accounted it an honour 
to contend in the games : see, as a specimen, Tacitus, Dialogus de Orator. 
c. 9· "Ac si in Grrecia natus esses, ubi ludicras quoque artes exercere 
honestum est, ac tibi Nicostrati robur Dii dedissent, non paterer immanes 
illos et ad pugnam natos lacertos levitate jaculi vanescere." Again, 
Cicero, pro Fiacco, c. 13, in his sarcastic style-" Quid si etiam occisus 
est a piratis Adramyttenus, homo nobilis, cujus est fere nobis omnibus 
nomen auditum, Atinas pugil, Olympionices? hoc est apud Grrecos 
(quoniam de eorum gravitate dicimus) prope majus et gloriosius, quam 
Romre triumphasse." 
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remarkable than the exact adherence to pre-determined rule, 
and the self-imposed submission of the immense crowd to a 
handful of servants armed with sticks,1 who executed the orders 
of the Eleian Hellanodikce. The ground upon which the 
ceremony took place, and even the territory of the administer
ing state, was protected by a " Truce of God " during the month 
of the festival, the commencement of which was formally 
announced by heralds sent round to the different states. 
Treaties of peace between different cities were often formally 
commemorated by pillars there erected, and the general -
impression of the scene. suggested nothing but ideas of peace 
and brotherhood among Greeks.z And I may remark that the· 
impression of the games as belonging to all Greeks, and to nope 
but Greeks, was stronger and clearer during the interval between 
6oo-3oo B.c., than it came to be afterwards. For the J\l[ace
donian conquests had the effect of diluting and corrupting 
Hellenism, by spreading an exterior varnish of Hellenic tastes 
and manners over a wide area of incongruous foreigners, 
who were incapable of the real elevation of the Hellenic 
character ; so that although in later times the games continued 

, undiminished both in attraction and in number of visitors, the 
spirit of Pan-Hellenic communion which had once animated 
the 'i>cene wao:; gone for ever. 

CHAPTER XXIX 

LYRIC POETRY-'--THE SEVEN WISE MEN 

THE interval between 7 7 6-5 6o B. c. presents to us a remarkable 
expansion of ·Grecian genius in the creation of their elegiac, 
iambic, lyric, choric, and gnomic poetry, which was diversified 

1 Lichas, one of the chief men of Sparta, and moreover a chariot-victor, 
received actual chastisement on the ground, from these s,aff-bearers,· for an 
infringement of the regulations (Thucyd. v. 50). 

2 Thucyd. v. 18-47, and the curious ancient Inscription in Boeckh's 
Corpus Inscr. No. II, p. 28,-recording the convention between the Eleians 
and the inhabitants of the Arca.dian town of Herrea. 

The comparison of various passages referring to the Olympia, Istbmia, 
and Nemea (Thucydid~s, iii. II ; viii.' 9, ro; v. 49-51, and Xenophon, 
Hellenic. iv. ·7, 2; v. I, 29) shows that serious political business was often 
discussed at these games-,-that diplomatists made use of the intercourse for 
the purpose of detecting the secret designs of states whom they suspected 
-and \hat the administering state often practised manceuvres in respect to 
the obligations of truce fQr the l;Iieromenia or Holy Season. 
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in a great many ways and improved by many separate masters. 
The creators of all these different styles-from Kallinus and 
Archilochus down to Stesichorus- fall within the two centuries 
here included ; though Pindar and Simon ides, "the proud and 
high-crested bards," 1 who carried lyric and choric poetry to the 
maximum of elaboration consistent with full poetical effect, 
lived in the succeeding century, and were contemporary with 
the tragedian .tEschylus. The Grecian drama, comic as well 
as tragic, of the fifth century B.C., combined the lyric and choric 
song with the living action of iambic dialogue-thus constituting 
the last ascending movement in the poetical genius of the race. 
Reserving this for a future time, and for the history of Athens, 
to which it more particularly belongs, I now propose to speak 
only of the poetical movement of the two earlier centuries, 
wherein Athens had little or no part. So scanty are the 
remnants, unfortunately, of these earlier poets, that we can offer 
little except criticisms borrowed at second-hand, and a few 
general considerations on their workings and tendency.2 

Archilochus and Kallinus both appear to fall about the 
middle of the seventh century B.c., and it is with them that the 
innovations in Grecian poetry commence. Before them, we 
are told, there existed nothing but the Epos, or Daktylic Hex
ameter poetry, of which rpuch has been said in my former 
volume--being legendary stories or adventures narrated, together 
with addresses or hymns to the gods. We must recollect, too, 
that this was not only the whole poetry,. but the whole literature 
of the age. Prose composition was altogether unknown. 
Writing, if beginning to be employed as an aid to a few superior 
men, was at any rate generally unused, and found no reading 
public. The voice was the only communicant, and the ear the 
only recipient, of all those ideas and feelings which productive 
minds in the community found themselves impelled to pour 
out ; and both voice and ear were accustomed to a musical 
recitation or chant, apparently something between song and 
speech, with simple rhythm and a still simpler occasional 
ac :ompaniment from the primitive four-stringed harp. Such 

1 Himerius, Orat. iii. p. 426, Wernsdorf-&.')'~pwxo• Kal {n}avxeves. 
~ For the whole subject of this chapter, the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth 

an< fourteenth chapters of 0. MUller's History of the Literature of Ancient 
Gn ece, wherein the lyric poets are. handled with greater length than con· 
sists with the limits of this work, will be found highly valuable-chapters 
abomding in erudition and ingenuity, but not always within the limits ol 
the evidence. . 

1 he learned work of Ulrici (Geschichte der Griechischen Poesie -Lyrik) 
is still more open to the same remark. 
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habits and requirements of the voice 'and ear were, at that time, 
inseparably associated with the success and p0pularity of the 
poet; and contributed doubtless to restrict the rang~ of subjects 
with' which he could deal. The type was to a certain extent 
consecrated, like the primitive statues of the gods, from which 
men only ventured to deviate by gradual and almost unconscious 
innovations. Moreover, in the first half of the seventh century 
B.c., that genius which had once created an Iliad and an 
Odyssey was no longer to be found .. The work of hexameter 
narrative had come to be prosecuted by less gifted persons-by 
those Cyclic po~ts of wlj.om I have spoken in the preceding 
volumes. · 

Such, as far as we can make it out amidst very uncertain 
evidence, was the state of the Greek mind immediately before 
elegiac and lyric poets appeared; wh~le at the same time its 
experience was enlarging by the formation of new colonies, and 
the communion among various states tending to incre.ase by the 
freer reciprocity of religious games and festivals. There arose 
a: demand for turning the literature of the age (I use this word 
as synonymous with the poetry) to new feelings and purposes, 
and for applying the rich, plastic, and musical language of the 
old epic, to present passion and circumstance, social as well as 
individual. Such a tendency had become obvious in Hesiod, 
even within the range of hexameter verse. Now the same causes 
which led to an enlargement of the subjects of poetry inclined 
men also to vary the metre. In regard to this latter point, 
there is reason -ro believe that the expansion of Greek music was 
the immediate determining cause. For it has .been already 

· stated that the musical scale and instruments of the Greeks, 
originally very narrow, were materially enlarged by borrowing , 
from Phrygia and Lydia, and these acquisitions seem to have 
been first realised about the beginning of the seventh century 
B.C., through the Lesbian harper Terpander-the Phrygian (or 
Greco-Phrygian) flute-player Olympus-and the Arkadian or 
Bc:eotian flute-player Klonas. Terpander rriade .the important 
advance of exchanging the original four-stringed harp for one 
of seven strings, embracing the compass of·one octave or two 
Greek te'trachords.; while Olympus. as well as Klonas taught 

· II}any new nomes or tunes on the flute, to which the Greeks 
had before been strangers-probably also the use of a flute of 
more varied musical compass. Terpander is said to have gained 
the prize at the first recorded celebration of the .LacedrenlOnian 
festival of the Karneia, in 676 B.c. This is one of the best
ascertained points among the obscure chronology of the seventh 
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century; and there seem grounds for assigning Olympus and 
Klonas to nearly the same period, a little before Archilochus 
and Kallinus.l To Terpander, Olympus, and Klonas, are 
ascribed the formation of the earliest musical nomes known to 
the inquiring Greeks of later times; to the first, nomes on the 
harp ; to the two latter, on the flute-every nome being the 
general scheme or basis of which the airs actually performed 
constituted so many variations, within certain defined limits. 2 

Terpander employed his enlarged instrumental power as a new 

1 These early innovators in Grecian music, rhythm, metre and poetry, 
belonging to the seventh century B. c., were very imperfectly known even to 
those contemporaries of Plato and Aristotle, who tried to get together facts 
for a consecutive history of music. The treatise of Plutarch, De Musica, 
shows what contradictory statements he found. He quotes from four dif
ferent authors-Herakleid~s, Glaukus, Alexander, and Aristoxenus, who 
by no means agreed in their series of names and facts. The first three of 
them blend together mythe and history. The Anagraphe or inscription at 
Sikyon, which professed to give a continuous list of such poets and musi
cians as had contended at the Sikyonian games, began with a large stock 
of mythical names-Amphion, Linus, Pierius, &c. (Plutarch, Music, 
p. II32). Some authors, according to Plutarch (p. II33), made the great 
chronological mistake of placing Terpander as contemporary with Hip
ponax ; a proof how little of chronological evidence was then accessible. 

That Terpander was victor at the Spartan festival of the Karneia in 676 
B.c., may have been learnt by Hellanikus from the Spartan registers: the 
name of the Lesbian harper Perikleitas as having gained the same prize at 
some subsequent period (Plutarch, De Mus. p. II33) probably rests on the 
same authority. That Archilochus was rather later than Terpander, and 
Thal~tas rather later than Archilochus, was the statement of Glaukus 
(Plutarch, De Mus. p. II34). Klonas and Polymnestus are placed later 
than Terpander; Archilochus later than Klonas: Aikman is said to have 
mentioned Polymnestus in one of his songs (p. II33-II35). It can 
hardly be true that Terpander gained four Pythian prizes, if the festival 
was octennial prior to its reconstitution by the Amphiktyons (p. II32). 
Sakadas gained three Pythian prizes after that period, when the festival 
was quadrennial (p. II34). 

Compare the confused indications in Pollux, iv. 65, 66, 78, 79· The 
abstract given by Photius of certain parts of the Chrestomathia of Proclus 
(published in Gaisford's edition of Heph::estion, p. 375-389), is extremely 
valuable, in spite of its brevity and obscurity, about the lyric and choric 
poetry of Greece. 

2 The difference between N61ws and M€.\os appears in Plutarch, De 
Musica, p. I 132-Kal Tlw T€p1ravopov, Kt6ap'f'OII<wv 1rot1)'T~V ~v.,.a v&p.wv, 
~ea-ra v&p.ov EKaCf'TOV Tot's ErreO't To"is ~avToV Kal To'i's ~Op:hpov p.Ei\71 
wt:ptTt6€vTa, 40etv ~v -ro'is O.'}'Wuc · lt.1rotpijvat 3€ ToV-rov AE'YEL Ov6p.aTa 1rp&'rrov 
'TOLS Kt6aprplitKOtS vop.otS. 

The names were not many in number; they went by special names; and 
there was disagreement of opinion as to the persons who had composed 
them (Plutarch, Music. p. II33). They were monodic, not choric-in
tended to be sung by one person (Aristot. Problem xix. 15). Herodot. i. 
23, .about Arion and the Nomus Orthius. 
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accompaniment to the Homefic poems, as well as to certain 
epic procemia or hymns to the gods of his own composition . 

. But he does not seem to have departed from the Hexameter • 
,:verse and the Daktylic rhythm, to.which the new accompaniment 
·was probably not quite suitable; and the idea may thus have 
been suggested of combining the words also according to new 
rhythmical and metrical laws. 

It is certain, at least, that the age ( 67o-6oo) immediately 
succe~ding Terpander-comprising Archilochus, , Kallinus, 
Tyrtceus and Aikman, whose relations of time one to another 
we have no certain means of determining,! though Alkrnan 
seems to have been the latest-presents a remarkable variety 
both of new metres and of new rhythms, superinduced upon 
the previous Daktylic Hexameter. The first departure from 
this latter is found in the elegiac verse, employed seemingly 
more or less by all the four above-mentioned poets, but chiefly 
by the first two, and even ascribed by some to the invention of 
Kallinus. Tyrtceus in his military march-songs employed the 
Anapcestic metre, while in Archilochus as well as in Aikman we:. 
find traces of a much larger range of metrical variety-Iambic, 
Trochaic, Anapcestic, Ionic, &c.-sometimes even asynartetic 
or compound metres, Anapcestic or Daktylic blended with 
Trochaic or Iambic. l<l<'b.at we have remaining from Mimner
mus, who comes shortly after the preceding four, is elegiac. 
His contemporaries Alkceus and Sappho, besides employing 
most of those metres which they found existing, invented each 
a peculiar stanza, which. is familiarly known under a name 
derived from each. In Solon, the younger contemporary of 

1 Mr. Clinton (Fasti Hellen. ad ann. 671, 665, 644) appears to me no
way satisfactory in his chronological arrangement of the poets of this ~en- • 
tury. I agree with 0. Mtiller (Hist. of Literat. of Ancient Gre~ce, 
ch. xii. 9) in thinking that he makes Terpander too recent, and Thal€tas 
too ancient ; I also believe both Kallinus and Aikman to have been more 
recent than the place which Mr. Clinton assigns to them ; the epoch of 
Tyrt::eus will depend upon the date which we assign to the. second 
Messenian war. . 

How very imperfectly the chronology of the poetical names even of the ' 
sixth ce.ntury B.c.-Sappho, Anakreon, Hipponax-was known to writers 
of the beginning of the Ptolemaic age (or shortly after 300 B.c.), "ive may 
see by the mistakes noted in Athenreus, xiii. p. 599· HermesianaJ<: of 
Kolophon, the elegiac poet, represented Anakreori as the lover of Sappbo ; 
this might perhaps be not absolutely impossible, if we supposed in Sappho 
an old age like that of Ninon de l'Enclos ; but others (even earlier .than 
Hermesianax, since they are quoted by Chamreleon) represented Anal<reon; 
when in old age, as addressing verses to Sappho still young. Again, the 
comic writer Diphilus introduced both Archilochus and Hipponax as the 
lovers of Sappho. · 

vor;. rv. .. K •• 
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Mimnermus, we have the elegiac, iambic, and trochaic: in 
Theognis, yet later, the elegiac only. Arion and Stesichorus 
appear to have been innovators in this department, the former 
by his improvement in the dithyrambic chorus or circular song' 
and dance in honour of Dionysus-the latter by his more' 
elaborate choric compositions, containing not only a strophe 
and antistrophe, but also a third division or epode succeeding 
them, pronounced by the chorus standing still. Both Anakreon 
and Ibykus likewise added to the stock of existing metrical 
varieties. We thus see that within the century and a half 
succeeding Terpander, Greek poetry (or Greek literature, which 
was then the same thing) became greatly enriched in matter as 
well as diversified in form. 

To a certain extent there seems to have been a real con
nexion between the two. New forms were essential for the 
expression of new wants and feelings-though the assertion 
that elegiac metre is especially adapted for one set of feelings, 1 

trochaic for a second, and iambic for a third, if true at all, can 
only be admitted with great latitude of exception, when we 
find so many of them employed by the poets for very different 
subjects-gay or melancholy, bitter or complaining, earnest 
or sprightly-seemingly with little discrimination. But the ! 
adoption of some new metre, different from the perpetual j 
series of hexameters, was required when the poet desired to do : 
something more than recount a long story or fragment of i 
heroic legend-when he sought to bring himself, his friends, 
his enemies, his city, his hopes and fears with regard to matters ~ 
recent or impending, all before the notice of the hearer, and 
that too at once with brevity and animation. The Greek 
hexameter, like our blank verse, has all its limiting conditions 
bearing upon each separate line, and presents to the hearer no 

1 The Latin poets and the Alexandrine critics seem to have both insisted 
on the natural mournfulness of the elegiac metre (Ovid. Heroid. xv. 7; 
Horat. Art. Poet. 7 5) : see also the fanciful explanation given by Didyrnus 
in the Etymologicon Magnum, v. "Eil.eyos. 

We learn from Heph::estion (c. viii. p. 45, Gaisf.) that the Anaprestic 
march-metre of Tyrt::eus was employed by the comic writers also, for a 
totally different vein of feeling. See the Dissertation of Franck, Callinus, 
p. 37-48 (Leips. 1816). -

Of the remarks made by 0. MUller respecting the metres of these 
early poets (History of the Literature of Ancient Greece, ch. xi. s. 8-rz, 
&c.; ch. xii. s. 1, 2, &c.), many appear to me uncertified and disputable. 

For some good remarks on the fallibility of men's impressions respecting 
the natural and inherent ;j8os of particular metres, see Adam Smith (Theory 
of Moral Sentiment, Part v. ch. i. p. 329), in the edition of his works by 
Dugald Stewart. 
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predetermined testing-place or natural p~use·"'bey;n~.1 -, In 
reference to any long composition, either. epic :or dramatic, 
such unrestrained licence is found convenient, . and ··the case 
was similar for Greek epos and drama-the single-lined-Iambic 
Trimeter being generally used for the dili:logue of tragedy and. 
comedy, just as the Daktylic Hexameter had been used for the 
epic, The metrical changes introduced by Archilochus and 
his contemporaries may be compared to a change from our 
~blank 'Verse to the rhymed couplet and quatrain. The verse 
'·was thrown into little systems of two, three, or four lines, with 
· a pause at the end of each; and the halt thus assured to,.as 

well as expected and relished by, the ear, was generally coinci-. 
der1t _with a close, entire or partial, in the· sense which tim; 
came t9 be distributed with greater point and effect 

The elegiac verse, or common Hexameter and Pentameter 
:. (this second line being an hexameter with the. third and sixth 
·· thesis,2 or the last half of the third and sixth foot suppressed, 

and a pause left in place of it), as well as the Epode (or Iambic 
Trimeter followed by an Iambic Dimeter) and some other. 
binary combinations of verse which we trace among the 
fragments of Archi!ochus, are conceived with· a view to such 

t increase of effectboth on the ear and the mind, not less than to 
·the direct pleasures of novelty and variety. The Iambic metre; 

., built .upon the primitive Iambus or coarse and licentious jest
! ing 3 which fo;med a part of some Grecian festivals (especi~lly 

1 See the observations in Aristotle (Rhetor. iii. 9) on the AE~IS •lpo/J.<v'Y/ 
' as compared with AE~IS KO/rEa'TpaJ.LJ.LEV'f/:-c-A.Egis elpOJ.LEV'YJ, f) oboh txet -rbws 
·.;«UTi) ,(a;W' a;i/T1)v, av p.1) TO 7rpa-y1La; TO AE'YOMEVOV TEAEtW8'YJ·-Ka;T€<fTP«ILILEVr) 

o~. -1) ~v 7rEpt6oots• Af'YW lie 7repioiiov, AE~<V lxoucra;v &px~w Kal TEAEUTf/P a;br1)v 
' KaB, aU-r1}v «al p.l'Ye8os ebuVvo7rTOV· - -

2 I employ, however unwillingly, the word thesis here {arsis and thesis) 
in the. sense in. which it is used by G. Hermann (" Hlud tempus, in quo 
ictus est, arsin; ea tempora,. qure carent ictu, thesin· vocamus," Element. 
Doctr. Metr. ·sect. I 5), and followed by Boeckh, in his Dissertation .on the 
Metres of Pindar (i. 4), though I agree with Dr. Barham (in the valuable 
Preface to his edition ofHephrestion, Cambridge, 1843, p. ·s-8) that the 

·opposite sense of the words would be the preferable 'one, just as it was the 
original sense in which they were used· by the best Greek musical writers: 
Dr. Barham's Preface is very instructive on the difficult subject of ancient 

. rhythm generally. . . 
· 3 Homer, Hymn. ad Cererem, 202; .Hesychius,. v .. reqnipls; Herodot • 

.'i v. 83 ;_Diodor. v. 4· There were various gods at whose festivals scurrility 
; .(rw8a;er,..&s) was a consecrated practice, seemingly different festivals' in 
' different. places (Aristot. Politic. vii;' 15, 8).- . · 

The reader will understand better what this consecrated scurrility means 
by comparing the description of a modem traveller in the kingdom of 
Naples (Tour through the Southern Provinces of the Kingdom of Naples, 
by lV!r· Keppel Craven, London,· 1821, ch. xv. p. ·287)- ". 
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of the festivals of Demeter as well in Attica as in Paros, the 
native country of the poet), is only one amongst many new 
paths struck out by this inventive genius. His exuberance 
astonishes us, when we consider that he takes his start from 
little more than the simple Hexameter,1 in which too he was a 
distinguished composer-for even of the elegiac verse he is as 
likely to have been the inventor as Callinus, just as he was the 
earliest popular and successful composer of table-songs or 
Skolia, though Terpander may have originated some such 
before him. The entire loss of his poems, excepting some few 
fragments, enables us to recognise little more than one charac
teristic-the intense personality which pervaded them, as well 
as that coarse, direct, and outspoken licence, which afterwards 
lent such terrible effect to the old comedy at Athens. His 
lampoons are said to have driven Lykambes, the father of 
Neobule, to hang himself. Neobule had been promised to 
Archilochus in marriage, but that promise was broken, and the 
poet assailed both father and daughter with every species of 
calumny.2 In addition to this disappointment, he was poor, 
the son of a slave-mother, and an exile from his country Paros 
to the unpromising colony of Thasos. The desultory notices 
respecting him betray a state of suffering combined with loose 
conduct which vented itself sometimes in complaint, sometimes 

"I returned to Gerace (the site of the ancient Epizephyrian Lokri) by 
one of those moonlights which are known only in these latitudes, and 
which no pen or pencil can portray. My path lay along some corn-fields, 
in which the natives were employed in the last labours of the harvest, and 
I was not a little surprised to find myself saluted with a volley of 
opprobrious epithets and abusive language, uttered in the most threatening 
voice, and accompanied with the most insulting gestures. This extra
ordinary custom is of the most remote antiquity, and is observed towards 
all strangers during the harvest and vintage seasons; those who are apprised 
of it will keep their temper as well as their presence of mind, as the loss of 
either would only serve as a signal for still louder invectives, and prolong a 
contest in which success would be as hopeless as undesirable." 

1 The chief evidence for the rhythmical and metrical changes introduced 
by Archilochns is to be found in the 28th chapter of Plutarch, De Musica, 
p. II40-II41, in words very difficult to understand completely. See Ulrici, 
Geschichte der Hellenisch. Poesie, vol. ii. p. 381. 

The epigram ascribed to Theokritus (No. r8 in Gaisford's Poetre Minores) 
shows that the poet had before him Hexameter compositions of Archilochus, 
as well as lyric- . 

Ws EJ.Lp.EX~s -r' lyc:v-ro KO:rn&E~tos 
l1reci Te 1rou:tv, 1rpOs >..:Upav -r' O.eCBew. 

See the article on Archilochus in Welcker's Kleine Schriften, p. 71-82, 
which has the merit of showing that iambic bitterness is far from being the 
only marked feature in his character and genius. 

2 See Meleager, Epigram. cxix. 3, Horat. Epist. rg, 23, and Eporl. vi. 
13, with the Scholiast; JElian, V. H. x. 13. 
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in libellous assault. He was at last slain by some whom his 
muse had thus exasperated. His extraordinary poetical genius 
finds but one voice of encomium throughout antiquity. His 
triumphal song to Herakles was still popularly sung by the 
victors at Olympia, near two centuries after his death, in the 
days of Pindar; but that majestic and complimentary poet 
at ohce denounces the malignity, and attests the retributive 
suffering, of the great Parian iambist.1 

Amidst the multifarious veins in which Archilochus displayed 
his genius, moralising or gnomic poetry is not wanting; while 
his contemporary Simonides of Amorgos devotes the Iambic 
metre especially to this destination, afterwards followed out by 
Solon and Theognis. Kallinus, the earliest celebrated elegiac 
poet, so far as we can judge from his few fragments, employed 
the elegiac metre for exhortations of warlike patriotism ; and 
the more ample remains which we possess of Tyrtceus are 
sermons in the same strain, preaching to the Spartans bravery 
against the foe, and unanimity as well as obedience to tbe law 
at home. They are patriotic effusions, called forth by the 
circumstances of the time, and sung by single voice, with 
accompaniment of the flute, 2 to those in whose bosoms the 
flame of courage was to be kindled. For though what we 
peruse is in verse, we are still in the tide of real and present 
life, and we must suppose ourselves rather listening to an 
orator addressing the citizens when danger or dissension is 
actually .impending. It is only in the hands of Mimnermus 
that elegiac verse comes to be devoted to soft and amatory 
subjects. His few fragments present a vein of passion and 
tender sentiment, illustrated by. appropriate matter of legend, 
such as would be cast into poetry in all ages, and quite different 
from the rhetoric of Kallinus and Tyrtceus. 

The poetical career of Aikman is again distinct from that of 
any of his above-mentioned contemporaries. Their composi· 
tions, besides hymns to the gods, were principally expressions 
of feeling intended to be sung by individuals, though some
times also suited for the Komus or band of festive volunteers, 
assembled on some occasion of common interest : those of 
Alleman were principally choric, intended for the song and 
accompanying dance of the chorus. He\ was a native of Sardis 

\ 
1 Pindar, Pyth. ii. 55 ; Olymp. ix. 1, with the Scholia ; Euripid. HercuL 

Furens, 583-683. The eighteenth epigram of Theokritus (above alluded 
to) conveys a striking tribute of admiration to Archilochus: compare 
Quintilian, x. r, and Liebel, ad Archilochi Fragmenta, sect. 5, 6, 7· 

2 Athen<eus, xiv. p. 630. , 
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in Lydia, or at least his family were so : and he appears to 
have come in early life to Sparta, though his genius and 
mastery of the Greek language discountenance the story that 
he was brought over to Sparta as a slave. The most ancient 
arrangement of music at Sparta, generally ascribed to Terpan
der,l underwent considerable alteration, not only through the 
elegiac and anap~stic measures of Tyrt~us, but also through 
the Kretan Thaletas and the Lydian Aikman. The harp, the 
instrument of Terpander, was rivalled and in part superseded 
by the flute or pipe, which had been recently rendered more 
effective in the hands of Olympus, Klonas, and Polymnestus, 
and which gradually became, for compositions intended to 
raise strong emotion, the favourite instrument of the two
being employed as accompaniment both to the elegies of 
Tyrt~us, and to the hyporchemata (songs or hymns combined 
with dancing) of Thaletas; also, as the stimulus and regulator 
to the Spartan military march. 2 These elegies (as has been 
just remarked) were sung by one person in the midst of an 
assembly of listeners, and there were doubtless other composi
tions intended for the individual voice. But in general such 
was not the character of music and poetry at Sparta ; every
thing done there, both serious and recreative, was public and 
collective, so that the chorus and its performances received 
extraordinary development. 

It has been already stated, that the chorus, with song and 
dance combined, constituted an important part of divine service 
throughout all Greece. It was originally a public manifestation 
of the citizens generally-a large proportion of them being 
actively engaged in it, 3 and receiving some training for the 

1 Plutarch, De Music~, pp. II34, II35; Aristotle, De Lacedremon, 
Republica, Fragm. xi. p. 132, ed. Neumann; Plutarch, De Ser~ Numin. 
Vindict. c. 13, p. 558. 

2 Thucyd. v. 69-70, with the Scholia-,ue-ra -rwv 'lto)..e,uurwv v6,uow • • • 
ActJ<<oa<,uovtot &e /3pao€ws J<ctl u'll"o abli.1)Twv 'll"oli.A.wv VOf.L<p ~-yK«6ecr-rworwv, ob 
"T?V !•i?u x&.ptv, &71.71.' Yva b,uaA.ws ,UETcl ~vO,uov 13aivol€v, Kctl ,u~ OtctCT'll"I!.CT8ei1) 
I!.UTOtS "1} orJ.~tS• 

Cicero, Tuscul. Qu. ii. 16. "Spartiatarum quorum procedit Mora ad 
tibiam, neque adhibetur ulla sine anaprestis pedibus hortatio." 

The flute was also the instrument appropriated to K6mus, or the excited 
movement of half-intoxicated revellers (Hesiod, Scut. Hercul. 280; Athenre. 
xiv. p. 617-618). 

3 Plato, Legg. vii. p. 803. 86ovTa l(al ~OOV"Tct /((!.l opxoo,u•vov, IJJcror< orol.s 
/'EV 8Eo/,s iAEWS aVorrf 7rctp1!.CTI<€Vtf.(<IV OVvaorbv <iVI!.I1 &c. l COmpare p. 799 ; 
Maximus Tyr. Diss. xxxvii. 4; Aristophan. Ran. 95<HJ75; Athenreus, xiv. 
p. 626 ; Polyb. iv. 30 ; Lucian, De Saltatione, c. 10, 11, 16, 31. 

Compare Aristotle (Problem xix. 15) about the primitive character and 
subsequent change of the chorus ; and the last chapter of the eighth book 
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purpose as an ordinary branch of education. Neither the song 
nor the dance under such conditions could be otherwise than 
extremely simple. But in process of time, the· performance at 
the chief festivalS tended to become more elaborate and to fall 
hitq the. hands of persons expressly_ and professionaliy trained 
-;-the mass of the citizens gradually ceasing to take active part, 
and being present merely as spectators. Such was the practice 
which grew up in most parts of Greece, and especially at 
Athens, where the dramatic chorus acquired its highest per
fection. But the drama never found admission at Sparta,. 

, and the peculiarity of Spartan life t,ended much to keep up the 
popular chorus on its ancient footing. It formed in fact one 
element in that never-ceasing drill to which. the Spartans were 
subject from their boyhood, and it served a purpose analogous 
to their military training, in accustoming them to simultaneou$ 
imd regulated movement-insomuch . that the comparisol). 
between the chorus, especially in its· Pyrrhic or war-dances, 
and the military enomoty, seems to have been often dwelt 
upon.1 In the singing of the solemn p~an .in honour of 
Apollo, at the festival of the Hyakinthia, king Agesilaus was 
under the orders of the chorus-master, and sa:ng in the place 
allotted to him; 2 while the whole body of Spartans without 
exception:_the old, the middle-aged, and the youth, the 
matrons and the virgins-were distributed in various choric 
companies,8 and trained to harmony both of voice and motion, 
which was publicly exhibited at the solemnities of the Gymna:
p~dia. The word dancing must be unaerstood in. a larger 
.sense thari that in. which it is now employed, and· as ·com~ 
prising every . variety of rhythmical, accel!tuated, conspiring 

of his Politica : also a striking passage in Plutarch (De Cupidine Divitiarum, 
c. 8, p. 527) about the transformation of the Dionysiac festival ?ot Chreroneia 
from simplicity to costliness. 

1 Athenreus, xiv. p. 628; Suidas, vol. iii. p. 715, ed. Kust.er; Plutarch 
Instituta Laconica, c. 32-K"'P.re8la.s Ka.l Tpa."J'reolas o!JK i!Kp.oowro, 3mcs p.~r~ 
tv 0'1rOv8p, p.~TE lv 7rC1.l~l~, aKOV01<Fl 'TWV aV'TlAE')'OV'TtdV 'TOlS vqp.O!S-W hich 
exactly corresponds with the e~hical view implied Jn. the alleged conver
sation between Solon and Thespis (Plutarch, Solon, c. 29 : see voL iii. 
ch. xi. p. 357), and with Plato, Legg. vii. p. 817. . . 

2 Xenophon, Agesilaus, ii. 17. o1Ka.8• a?reA.8~v E!s Til.. 'Ta.rdv8ta ll7rov 
lTcl.x871 {nro 'TOV xop01rowv, 'TOV 7ra.lava ,.q; Oerp O'UVE7rE-tJA<t. • , . . 

3 Plutarch, Lycurg. c. 1_4, 16, 21; Athenreus, xiv. p. 6JI-:6J2, xv. p; 
678; Xenophon. Hellen. VI. 4, 15; De Republic. Lacedrem. ix. 5 ; Pindar; 
Hyporchemata, Fragm. 78, ed. Bergk. · 

AaKcuva p,Ev "OfJOevwv lt.ylA.o.. 

Also Aikman, Fragm. 13, ed. Bergk ; Antigon. Caryst. Hlst. ·Mirab. 
c. ·27. 
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movements, or gesticulations, or postures of the body, from the 
slowest to the quickest ; 1 cheironomy, or the decorous and 
expressive movement of the hands, being especially practised. 

We see thus that both at Sparta and in Krete (which 
approached in respect to publicity of individual life most 
nearly to Sparta) the choric aptitudes and manifestations 
occupied a larger space than in any other Grecian city. And 
as a certain degree of musical and rhythmical variety was 
essential to meet this want, 2 while music was never taught to 
Spartan citizens individually, we further understand how 
strangers like Terpander, Polymnestus, Thaletas, Tyrtn:;us, 
Aikman, &c., were not only received, but acquired great 
influence at Sparta, in spite of the preponderant spirit of 
jealous seclusion in the Spartan character. All these masters 
appear to have been effective in their own special vocation
the training of the chorus-to which they imparted new rhyth
mical action, and for which they composed new music. But 
Aikman did this, and something more. He possessed the 
genius of a poet, and his compositions were read afterwards 
with pleasure by those who could not hear them sung or see 
them danced. In the little of his poems which remains we 
recognise that variety of rhythm and metre for which he was 
celebrated. In this respect he (together with the Kretan 
Thaletas, who is said to have introduced a more vehement 
style both of music and dance, with the Kretic and Pa:onic 
rhythm, into Sparta8) surpassed Archilochus, preparing the way 

1 How extensively pantomimic the ancient orch~sis was, may be seen by 
the example in Xenophon, Symposion vii. 5, ix. 3-6, and Plutarch, Sym
posion, ix. 15, 2: see K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der Gottesdieustlichen 
Alterthilmer der Griechen, ch. 29. 

"Sane ut in religionibus saltaretur, hrec ratio est : quod nullam majores 
nostri partem corporis esse voluenmt, qure non sentiret religionem: nam 
cantus ad animum, saltatio ad mobilitatem corporis pertinet." (Servius ad 
Virgil. Eclog. v. 73.) 

2 Aristot. Politic. viii. 4, 6. 01 Ac!.1<wves-ob p.av8dvovTfS 8p.ws 06vav
-rat «plv<w op8ws, lf>s <f>at!l, -ril. Xf171crTii «al -ril. p.~ -rwv p.<l\wv. 

3 Homer, Hymn. Apoll. 340. OTol -r• Kp1J-rwv 71"at.f)ovn, &c. : see 
Boeckh, De Metris Pindari, ii. 7, p. 143 ; Ephorus ap. Strabo. x. p. 480; 
Plutarch, De Musidl, p. II42. 

Respecting Thal~tas, and the gradual alterations in the character of 
music at Sparta, Hoeckh has given much instructive matter (ICreta, vol. iii. 
p. 34o-377). Respecting Nymph reus of Kydonia, whom .tEiian (V. H. xii. 
50) puts in juxtaposition with Thal~tas and Terpander, nothing is known. 

After what is called the second fashion of music («a-rc!.cr-racrts) had thus 
been introduced hy Thal~tas and his contemporaries-the first fashion being 
that of Terpander-no further innovations were allowed. The ephors 
employed violent means to prohibit the intended innovations of Phrynis 
and Timotheus, after the Persian war: see Plutarch, Agis, c. zo. 



Lyric Poetry 
for the complicated choric movements of Stesichorus and 
Pindar. Some of his fragments, too, manifest that fresh out
pouring of individual sentiment and emotion which constitutes 
so much of the charm of popular poetry. Besides his touching 
address in old age to the Spartan virgins, over whose song and 
dance he had been accustomed to preside, he is not afraid to~ 
speak of his hearty appetite, satisfied with simple food and 
relishing a bowl of warm broth at the winter tropic.! He has 
attached to the spring an epithet, which comes home to the 
real feelings of a poor country more than those captivating 
pictures which abound in verse, , ancient as well as modern. 
He calls it "the season of short fare "-the crop of the 
previous year being then 11early consumed, the husbandman 
is compelled to pinch himself until hi'S new harvest comes in. 2 

Those who recollect that in earlier periods of our history, and 
in all countries where there is little accumulated stock, an 
exorbitant difference is often experienced in the price of corn 
before and after the harvest, will feel the justice of Aikman's 
description. 

Judging from these and from a few other fragments of this 
poet, Aikman appears to have combined the life and exciting 

.vigour of Archilochus in the song properly so called, sung by 
himself individually-with a larger knowledge of musical and 
rhythmical effect in regard to the choric performance: He com
posed in the Lacon ian dialect-a variety of the Doric with some 
intermixture of JEolisms. And it was from him, jointly with 
those other composers who figured at Sparta during the century 
after Terpander, as well as from the simultaneous development 
of the choric muse 8 in Argos, Sikyon, Arcadia, and. other parts 
of Pelopmmesus, that the Doric dialect acquired permanent 

1 Aikman, Fragm. 13-17, cd.' Bergk, ~ ""'f'<f>a-yos 'AA.ICfl-av: compare Fr. 
63. Aristides calls him o -rwv 1rap8evwv bratv<in)s /Cal trVf1-/3ouA.os (Or. xlv. 
vol. ii. p. 40, Dindorf). 

Of the Partheneia of Aikman (songs, hymns, and dances, composed for a 
chorus of maidens) there were at least two books (Stephanus Byzant. v. 
'Epurrlx7J). He was the earliest poet who acquired renown in this species 
of composition, afterwards much pursued by Pindar, Bacchylidtls, and 
Simonides of Ke6s: see Welcker, Aikman. Fragment. p. 10. 

2 Aikman, Frag. 64, ed. Bergk..:.... 
"'Opa~ 8' €o-Tjx:c; Tpc;tr;, 9€por; 
l{al xe'i:J.J-6. K·(nrWpav -rpCnJ .. V' 

. Kal TE-rpa.TO'' TO "tip, 0Ka 
- .,.. ~&.~~;t p-€v

1 
EafJieLv 0' /iOav 

Owe eun. 

s Plutarch, De Musidi, c. 9, p. IIJ4· About the dialect of Aikman, see 
Ahrens, De Diale~to lEoJ idl., sect. 2, 4; about his different metres, Welcker, 
Aikman. _Fr;gm: p. ,1~1,~., 

. , - K 2 
~' 
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footing in Greece, as the only proper dialect for choric com
positions. Continued by Stesichorus and Pindar, this habit 
passed even to the Attic dramatists, whose choric songs are 
thus in a great measure Doric, while their dialogue is Attic At 
Sparta, as well as in other parts of Peloponnesus, 1 the musical 
and rhythmical style appears to have been fixed by Aikman 
and his contemporaries, and to have been tenaciously main
tained, for two or three centuries, with little or no innovation ; 
the more so, as the flute-players at Sparta formed an hereditary 
profession, who followed the routine of their fathers. 2 

Aikman was the last poet who addressed himself to the 
popular chorus. Both Arion and Stesichorus composed for a 
body of trained men, with a degree of variety and involution 
such as could not be attained by a mere fraction of the people. 
The primitive Dithyrambus was a round choric dance and song 
in honour of Dionysus,3 common to Naxos, Thebes, and seem
ingly to many other plac·es, at the Dionysiac festival-a spon
taneous effusion of drunken men in the hour of revelry, wherein 
the poet Archilochus, "with the thunder of wine full upon his 
mind," had often taken the chief part. 4 Its exciting character 
approached to the worship of the Great Mother in Asia, and 
stood in contrast with the solemn and stately prean addressed 
to Apollo. Arion introduced into it an alteration such as 
Archilochus had himself brought about in the scurrilous 
Iambus. He converted it into an elaborate composition in 
honour of the god, sung and danced by a chorus of fifty 
persons, not only sober, but trained with great strictness; 
though its rhythm and movements, and its equipment in the 
character of satyrs, presented more or less an imitation of 
the primitive licence. Born at Methymna in Lesbos, Arion 

1 Plutarch, De Musica, c. 32, p. II42; c. 37, p. II44; Athenreus, xiv. 
p. 632. In Krete also, the popularity of the primitive m11sical composers 
was maintained, though along with the innovator Timotheus: see Inscrip
tion No. 3053, ap. Boeckh, Corp. Ins. 

2 Herodot. vi. 6o. They were probably a "Y~vos with an heroic pro
genitor, like the heralds, to whom the historian compares them. 

3 Pindar, Fragm. 44, ed. Bergk ; Schol. ad Pindar. Olymp. xiii. 25 ; 
Proclus, Chrestomathia, c. 12-14, ad calc. Hephrest. Gaisf. p. 382: com
pare W. M. Schmidt, In Dithyrambum Poetarumque Dithyrambicorum 
Reliquias, p. 171-183 (Berlin 1845). 

4 Archiloch. Fragm. 72, ed. Bergk-
'ns LltwvVa-ov ll.vGJCTO!O Ko.AOv £~&.p~o.t JLE'Aos 
0!8a. 8t8Vpo.p.pov, oZvc:e tvyK€po.vvw8els ¢pi11o.s• 

The old oracle quoted in Demosthen. cont. Meidiam, about the Dionysia 
at Athens, enjoins-~LovV<T'f' 01Jp.orel\fj lepa rel\e'iv, Kal «parfjpa «<pd.ua•, 
ICctl xopoUs IuTC£va,. 
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appears as a harper, singer, and composer, much favoured by 
Periander at Corinth, in which city he first "composed, de
nominated, and taught the Dithyramb," earlier than any one 
known to Herodotus.! He did not, however, remain perma
nently there, but travelled from city to city exhibiting at the 
festivals for money,-especlally tq Sicilian and Italian Greece, 
where he acquired large gains. We may here again remark 
how the poets as well · as the festivals served to promote a 
sentiment of unity among the dispersed Greeks. Such transfer 
of the Dithyramb, from the field of spontaneous nature into 
the garden of art, 2 constitutes the first stage in the refinement 
of Dionysiac worship ; which will hereafter be found still 
further exalted in the form of the Attic drama. 

The date of Arion seems about 6oo B.c., shortly after 
Aikman: that of Stesichorus is a few years later. To the 
latter the Greek chorus owed a high degree of improvement, 
and in particular the final distribution of its performance into 
the Strophe, t~~ Antistrophe, and the Ep6dus: the turn, the 
return, and the rest. The rhythm and metre of the song 
during each strophe corresponded with that during the anti
strophe, but was varied during the ep6dus, and again varied 
during the following strophes. Until this time the song had 
been monostrophic, consisting of nothing more than one 
uniform stanza, repeated from the beginning to the eno of the 
composition ;8 so that we may easily see how vast was the new 
complication and difficulty introduced by Stesichorus-not less 
for the performers than for the composer, himself at that time 
the teacher and trainer of performers. Both this poet, find his 
contemporary the flute-player Sakadas of Argos,-who gained 
the prize at the first three.· Pythian games founded (lfter the 
Sacred War, -seem to have surpassed their predl'!cessors in the 
breadth of subject which they embraced, borrowing from the 
inexhaustible province of ancient legend, and expanding the 
choric song into a well-sustained epical narrative.4 Indeed 

1 Herodot. i. 23; Suidas, v. 'Aplwv; Pindar, Olymp. xiii. 25. 
2 Aristot. Poetic. c. 6. ~')!ow'fluav -r~v 1rol'flu•v e1< -rwv ahoux£oHxup.&,rwv: 

again, to the same effect, ibid. c. 9· 
3 Aikman slightly departed from this rule : in one of his composition.s of 

fourteen strophes, the last seven w,ere in a diiTerent metre from the first 
seven (Heph::estion, c. xv. p. 134 Gaisf.; Hermann, Elementa Doctrin, 
Metric:oe, c. xvii. sect. 595). 'AI\Kp.av<K~ Ka!Vo-rop.la ~<al. ~T'f/ULX&p.e~os 
(Plutarch, De Musica, p. r i35). 

4 Pausanias, vi. 14, 4; x. 7, J. Sakadas, as well as Stesichorus, com~ 
posed an '11\fov 1r€pu•.s ( Athenreus, xiii. p. 609). 

·" Stesichorum (observes Quintilian, x. I) quam sit ingenio :valid us, 
materi;;e quoque ostendunt, ·maxi)lla bel)a et clarissimo~ canentem d11ces, et 
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these Pythian games opened a new career to musical composers 
just at the time when Sparta began to be closed against musical 
novelties. 

Alka~us and Sappho, both natives of Lesbos, appear con
temporaries with Arion about B.C. 6 ro--sSo. Of their once cele
brated lyric compositions, scarcely anything remains. But the 
criticisms which are preserved on both· of them place them in 
strong contrast with Aikman, who lived and composed under 
the more restrictive atmosphere of Sparta-and in considerable 
analogy with the turbulent vehemence of Archilochus, 1 though 
without his intense private malignity. Both Alkreus and Sappho 
composed for their own local audience, and in their own 
Lesbian LEo lie dialect; not because there was any peculiar 
fitness in that dialect to express their vein of sentiment, but 
because it was more familiar to their hearers. Sappho herself 
boasts of the pre-eminence of the Lesbian bards; 2 and the 
celebrity of Terpander, Perikleitas, and Arion, permits us to 
suppose that there may have been before her other popular 
bards in the island who did not attain to a wide Hellenic 
celebrity. Alkreus included in his songs the fiercest bursts of 
political feeling, the stirring alternations of war and exile, and 
all the ardent relish of a susceptible man for wine and love. 3 

The love-song seems to have formed the principal theme of 
Sappho, who, however, also composed odes or songs 4 on a 

epici canninis onera lyra sustinentem. Reddit enim personis in agendo 
simul loquendoque debitam dignitatem: ac si tenuisset modum, videtur 
~mulari proximus Homerum potuisse: sed redundat, atque effunditur: quod, 
ut est reprehendendum, ita copire vitium est." 

Simonid~s of Ke6s (Frag. 19, ed. Bergk) puts Homer and Stesichorus 
together : see the epigram of Anti pater in the Anthologia, t. i. p. 328, ed. 
Jacobs, and Dio Chrysostom, Or. 55, vol. ii. p. 284, Reisk. Compare 
Kleine, Stesichori Fragment. p. 30-34 (Berlin 1828}, and 0. :t.liiller, 
History of the Literature of Ancient Greece, ch. xiv. sect. 5· 

The musical composers of Argos are affirmed by Herodotus to have been 
the most renowned in Greece, half a century after Sakadas (Her. iii. 131). 

1 Horat. Epistol. i. 19, 23. 
2 Sappho, Fragm. 93, ed. Bergk. See also Plehn, Lesbiaca, p. 145-

165. Respecting the poetesses, two or three of whom were noted, 
contemporary with Sappho, see Ulrici, Gesch. der Hellen. Poesie, vol. 
ii. p. 370. 

s Dionys. Hal. Ant. Rom. v. 82; Horat. Od. i. 32, ii. 13; Cicero, De 
Nat. Deor. i. 28; the striking passage in Plutarch, Symposion iii. r, 3, ap. 
Bergk. Fragm. 42. In the view of Dionysius, the JEolic dialect of Alka~us 
and Sappho diminished the value of their compositions : the JEolic accent, 
analogous to the Latin, and acknowledging scarcely any oxyton words, 
must have rendered them much less agreeable in recitation or song. 

4 See Plutarch, De Music. p. II36; Dionys. Hal. de Comp. Verb. c. 23, 
p. I 73, Reisk, and some striking passages of Himerius, in respect to 
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great variety of other subjects, serious as well as satirical, and 
is said further to have first employed the Myxolydian mode in 
music. It displays the tendency. of the age to metrical and 
rhythmical novelty, that Alkreus and Sappho are said to have 
each invented the peculiar stanza, well known under their 
respective names-combinations of the dactyl, trochee and 
iambus, analogous to the asynartetic verses of Archilochus. 
They by no means confined themselves however to Alkaic and 
Sapphic metre. Both the one and the other composed hymns 
to the gods; indeed this is a theme common to all the lyric 
and choric poets, whatever may be their peculiaritie·s in other 
w§lys. Most of their compositions were songs for the single 
voice, not for the chorus. The poetry of Alkceus is the more 
worthy of note, as it is the earliest instance of the employment 
of the Muse in actual political warfare, and shows the increased 
hold which that motive was acquiring on the Grecian mind. 

The gnomic poets, or moralists in verse, approach by the 
tone of their sentiments more to the nature of prose. They 
begin with Simonides of Amorgos or of Samos, the contem
poriuy of Arcliilochus. Indeed Archilochus himself devoted 
some compositions to the illustratiye fable, which had not been 
unknown even to Hesiod. In the remains of Simonides of 
Amorgos we trace nothing relative to the man personally, 
though he too, like Archilochus, is said to have had an indi-· 
vidual enemy, Orodcekides, whose character was aspersed by 
his Muse.1 His only considerable poem extant is devoted to 
a survey of the characters of women, in iambic verse, and by 
way of comparison with various animals-the mare, the ass, 
the bee, &c. This poem follows out the Hesiodic vein 
respecting the social and economical mischief usually caused 
by women, with some few honourable exceptions. But the 
poet s~ows a much larger range of observation and illustration, 

Sappho (i. 4, 16, 19 ; Maximus Tyrius, Dissert. xxiv. 7-9), and the 
encomium of the critical Dionysius (De Compos, Verboium, c. 23, p. I 73). 

The author of the Parian marble adopts as one of his chronological 
epochs (Epoch 37) the flight of Sappho, or exile, from Mityle~e to Sicily, 
somewhere between 604-596 D.c. There probably was somethmg remark
able which induced him to single out this event ; but we do not know 
what, nor can we trust the hints suggested by Ovid (Heroid. xv. 51). 

Nine books of Sappho's songs were collected by the later literary 
Greeks, arranged chiefly according to the metres (C. F. Neue, Sapphonis 
Fragment. p. I I, Berlin 1827). There were ten books of. the songs of 
Alka:!us (Athenreus, xi. p. 48I), and both Aristophanes (Grammaticus) and 
Aristarchus published editions of them (Hephrestion, c. xv. p. 134, Gaisf. ). 
Dikrearchus wrote a commentary upon his songs (Athenreus, xi. p. 461), 

1 Welcker, Simonidis Amorgini Iambi qui supersunt, p. 9· 
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if we compare him with his predecessor Hesiod ; moreover his 
illustrations come fresh from life and reality. We find in this 
early iambist the same sympathy with industry and its due 
rewards, which is observable in Hesiod, together with a still 
more melancholy sense of the uncertainty of human events. 

Of Solon and Theognis I have spoken in former chapters. 
They reproduce in part the moralising vein of Simonides, 
though with a strong admixture of personal feeling and a direct 
application to passing events. The mixture of political with 
social morality, which we find in both: marks their more 
advanced age: Solon bears in this respect the same relation to 
Simonides, as his contemporary Alkreus bears to Archilochus. 
His poems, as far as we can judge by the fragments remaining, 
appear to have been short occasional effusions, with the 
exception of the epic poem respecting the submerged island 
of Atlantis; which he began towards the close of his life, but 
never finished. They are elegiac, trimeter iambic, and trochaic 
tetrameter : in his hands certainly neither of these metres can 
be said to have any special or separate character. If the 
poems of Solon are short, those of Theognis are much shorter, 
and are indeed so much broken (as they stand in our present 
collection), as to read like separate epigrams or bursts of 
feeling, which the poet had not taken the trouble to incorporate 
in any definite scheme or series. They form a singular mix
ture of maxim and passion-of general precept with personal 
affection towards the youth Kyrnus-which surprises us if 
tried by the standard of literary composition, but which seems 
a very genuine manifestation of an impoverished exile's com
plaints and restlessness. What remains to us of Phokylides, 
another of the gnomic poets nearly contemporary with Solon, 
is nothing more than a few maxims in verse-couplets with the 
name of the author in several cases embodied in them. 

Amidst all the variety of rhythmical and metrical innovations 
which have been enumerated, the ancient epic continued to 
be recited by the rhapsodes as before. Some new epical 
compositions were added to the existing stock : Eugammon of 
Kyrene, about the soth Olympiad (s8o B.c.), appears to be the 
last of the series. At Athens, especially, both Solon and 
Peisistratus manifested great solicitude as well for the recitation 
as for the correct preservation of the Iliad. Perhaps its 
popularity may have been diminished by the competition of 
so much lyric and choric poetry, more showy and striking in 
its accompaniments, as well as more changeful in its rhythmical 
character. Whatever secondary effect, however, this newer 
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species of poetry may have derived from such helps, its primary 
effect was produced by real intellectual or poetical excellence 
-by the thoughts, sentiment and expression, not by the 
accompaniment. For a long time the musical composer and 
the poet continued generally to be one and the same person ; 
and besides -those who have acquired- sufficient distinction to 
reach posterity, we cannot doubt that there were many known 
only to their own contemporaries. But with all of them the 
instrument and the melody constituted only the inferior part 
of that which was known by the name of music-altogether 
subordinate to the "thoughts that breathe and words that 
burn." 1 Exactness and variety of rhythmical pronunciation 
gave to the words their full effect upon a delicate ear; but 
such pleasure of the ear was ancillary to the emotion of mind 
arising out of the sense conveyed. Complaints are made by the 
poets, even so early as soo- B.c., that the accompaniment was 
becoming too prominent. But it was not until the age of the 
comic poet Aristophanes, towards the end of the fifth century 
B.c., that the primitive relation between the instrumental 
accompaniment and the words was really reversed-a.nd loud 
were the complaints to whioh it gave rise. 2 The performance 
of the flute or harp then became more elaborate, showy, and 
overpowering, while the words were so put together as to 
show off the pJayer's execution. I notice briefly this subse
quent revolution for the purpose of setting forth, by contrast, 
the truly intellectual character of the original lyric and choric 
poetry of Greece; and of shmving how much the vague 
sentiment arising from mere musical sound was lost_ in the 

1 1\.ristophan. Nubes, 536-

2 See Pratinas ap. Athenreum, xiv. p. 617, alsop. 636, and the striking 
fragment of the lost comic poet Pherekrates, in Plutarch, De Musici, p. 
I14I, containing the bitter remonstrance of Music (MovO"tlc~) against the 
wrong which she had suffered from the dithyrambist Melanippides: ~om
pare also Aristophanes, Nubes, 951-972; Athenreus, xiv. p. 617; Horat; 
Art. Poetic. 205; and W. M. Schmidt, Diatribe in Dithyrambum, ch. viii. 
P· zso-z6s. -

To uo/3o.pbv Kal 7rEp<rrbv-the character of the newer :rpusi~ (P!utarch, 
.1\gis, c. ro )-as contrasted with ro O"EfJ-VOv Kal a7rEpl•p-yov of the old music 
(Plutarch, De Musica, ut sup.): ostentation a,nd affected disp!ay,-against 
seriousness and simpJicity. It is by no means certain that these reproache~ 
against the more rece~t music of the Greeks were wel\-founded ; we may 
well be rendered mistrustful of their accuracy when we lJ,ear: similar 
remarks and contrasts advanced with regard to the music of the last three 
centuries. The character of Greek poetry certainly tended_t9 degenerate 
after Euripides. _ , · ·· 
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more definite emotion, and in the more lasting and reproductive 
combinations, generated by poetical meaning. 

The name and poetry of Solon, and the short maxims or 
sayings of Phokylides, conduct us to the mention of the 
Seven Wise Men of Greece. Solon was himself one of the 
seven, and most, if not all, of them were poets or composers 
in verse.l To most of them is ascribed also an abundance of 
pithy repartees, together with one short saying or maxim 
peculiar to each, serving as a sort of di~inctive motto.2 Indeed 
the test of an accomplished man about this time was his 
talent for singing or reciting poetry, and for mal•ing smart and 
ready answers. Respecting this constellation of Wise Men
who in the next century of Grecian history, when philosophy 
came to be a matter of discussion and argumentation, were 
spoken of with great eulogy-all the statements are confused, 
in part even contradictory. Neither the number, nor the 
names, are given by all authors alike. Dihearchus numbered 
ten, Hennippus seventeen : the names of Solon the Athenian, 
Thales the Milesian, Pittakus the Mitylenean, and Bias the 
Prienean, were comprised in all the lists-and the remaining 
names as given by Plato 3 were, Kleobulus of Lindus in 
Rhodes, M yson of Chenre, and Cheilon of Sparta. We 
cannot certainly distribute among them the saying or mottos, 
upon which in later days the Amphiktyons conferred the 
honour of inscription in the Delphian temple-Know thyself 
-Nothing too much-Know thy opportunity-Suretyship is 
the precursor of ruin. Bias is praised as an excellent judge : 
while Myson was declared by the Delphian oracle to be the 
most discreet man among the Greeks, according to the testi
mony of the satirical poet Hipponax-this is the oldest 
testimony (540 B.c.) which can be produced in favour of any 
of the Seven. But Kleobulus of Lindus, far from being 

1 Bias of Pri&ne composed a poem of zooo verses on the condition of 
Ionia (Diogen. Laert. i. 85), from which perhaps Herodotus may haYe 
derived (either directly or indirectly) the judicious advice which he ascribes 
to that philosopher on the occasion of the first Persian conquest of Ionia 
(Herod. i. 170). 

Not merely Xenophan&s the philosopher (Diogen. Laert. viii. 36, ix. 
zo), but long after him Parmenides and Empedokli~s, composed in 
verse. 

2 See the account given by Herodotus (vi. rz8-rzg) of the way in which 
Kleisthen&s of Sikyon tested the comparative education (?ralli<ucns) of the 
various suitors who came to woo his danghter-ol il€ p.v7Jc:r'T~p<s lp<v eixov 
l.p.<f>l 'T< p.ovc:ru<p t<al Tcp Jl.eyop.evcp ls 'TO p.€c:rov. 

s Plato, Protagoras, c. 28, p. 343·. 
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universally extolled, is pronounced by the poet Simonides to 
be a fooL 1 

Dikrearchus, however, justly observed, that these Seven or 
Ten persons were not Wise Men or Philosophers, in the sen:;e 
,which those words bore· in his day, but 'persons of practical 
disceri1ment in-reference to man and society 2-of the same 
turn of mind as their contemporary the fabulist JEsop, though 
not employing the same mode of illustration. Their appear
ance. forms an epoch in Grecian history, inasmuch as they are 
the first persons who ·ever acquired an Hellenic reputation 
grounded on mental competency_apart from poetical genius or 

• effect-a proof that political and social prudence was beginning 
to be appreciated and admired on its own account. Solon, 
Pittakus, Bias, and Thales, were all men of influence- the 
first two even men of ascendency3-in their respective cities. 
Kleobulus was despot of Lindus, and Periander (by some 
numbered among the seven) of Corinth. Thales stands dis
tinguished as the earliest name in physical philosophy, with 
which the other contemporary Wise Men are not said to have 
meddled. Their celebrity rests upon moral, social, and 
political wisdom exclusively, which came into greater honour 
as the ethical feeling of the Greeks improved and as their 
experience became enlarged. · 

In these celebrated names we have social philosophy in its 
early and infantine state-in the shape of homely sayings or 
admonitions, either supposed to be self-evident, or to rest 
upon some great authority divine or human, but neither ac
companied- by reasons nor recognising any appeal to inquiry 
and discussion as the proper test of _their rectitude.' From 
such incurious acquiescence, the sentiment to which these 
admonitions owe their force, we are partially liberated even 

1 Hipp&nax, Frngm. 77, 34, ed. Bergk-Kal 6tKa<Tt1au8cu B{avTos Tau 
flpL7JVlos KpEiTTWV . 

. . . . . . Ko.l MV'o-wv, Ov W '1r6A.A.wv 
'Avci:rrcv O.vtpWv uw.:f>poviCTTO.Tov.7rt.ivTwv. 

SimonidSs, Fr. 6, ed: Bergk-,uwpov tpwT'bs ll.a~ .Bovll.cl. Diogen. Laert. 
i. 6, 2. 
· Simonidi!s treats Pittakus with more respect, though questioning an · 
opinion delivered by him (Fragm. 8, ed. Bergk; Plato, Protagoras, c. 26, 
p. 339). 

2 Dikaearchus ap. Diogen. Laert. i. 40. <1vV€TOUs Kal vop.o9€Tt/lous 
li<cv6T?1Ta 1rolltTttc~v teal 1ipa<TT.f)pwv q{ivft1tv. Plutarch, Themistokli!s, c. 2. 

About the; story of the tripod, which is sa.id to have gone the round of . 
these seven wise men, see Menage ad Diogen. Laert. i. 28, p. 17. 

3 Cicero, De Republ. i. 7 ; Plutarch, in Delph. p. 385 ; Bernhardy, 
Grundriss der Griechischen Litteratur, vol. i. sect. 66, not. 3· 
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in the poet Simonides of Keos, who (as before alluded to) 
severely criticises the song of Kleobulus as well as its author. 
The half-century which followed the age of Simonides (the 
interval between about 480-430 B.c.) broke down that senti
ment more and more, by familiarising the public with 
argumentative controversy in the public assembly, the popular 
judicature, and even on the dramatic stage. And the increased 
self-working of the Grecian mind, thus created, manifested 
itself in Sokrates, who laid open all ethical and social doctrines 
to the scrutiny of reason, and who first awakened among his 
countrymen that love of dialectics which never left them-an 
analytical interest in the mental process of inquiring out, 
verifying, proving and expounding truth. To this capital item 
of human progress, secured through the Greeks-and through 
them only-to mankind generally, our attention will be called 
at a later period of the history. At present it is only mentioned 
in contrast with the naked, dogmatical, laconism of the Seven 
Wise Men, and with the simple enforcement of the early poets 
-a state in which morality has a certain place in the feelings, 
but no root, even among the superior minds, in the conscious 
exercise of reason. 

The interval between Archilochus and Solon (66o-s8o B.c.) 
seems, as has been remarked in a former chapter, to be the 
period in which writing first came to be applied to Greek 
poems-to the Homeric poems among the number; and 
shortly after the end of that period, commences the ~ra of 
compositions without metre or prose. The philosopher Phere
kydes of Syros, about sso B.c., is called by some the earliest 
prose-writer. But no prose-writer for a considerable time 
afterwards acquired any celebrity-seemingly none earlier than 
Hekat~us of Miletus,l about 5 ro-490 B. C.-prose being a 
subordinate and ineffective species of composition, not always 
even perspicuous, and requiring no small practice before 
the power was acquired of rendering it interesting.2 Down 
to the generation preceding Sokrates, the poets continued to 
be the grand leaders of the Greek mind. Until then, nothing 
was taught to youth except to read, to remember, to recite 
musically and rhythmically, and to comprehend, poetical com
position. The comments of preceptors addressed to their 

1 Pliny, H. N. vii. 57. Suidas v. 'EttaTaios. 
2 H. Ritter (Geschichte der Philosophie, ch. vi. p. 243) has some good 

remarks on the difficulty and obscurity of the early Greek prose-writers, in 
reference to the darkness of expression and meaning universally charged 
upon the philosopher Herakleitus. 
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pupils may pro_bably ~ave become f':lller and_ more instructive,'
but the text stlll contmued to be ep1c or lync poetry. These 
were the best masters for acquiring a full command of the 
complicated accent and rhythm of· the Greek language, so 
essential to an educated man in ancient times, and so sure to 
be detected if not properly acquired. Not to mention the 
Choliambist· Hipp6nax, who seems to· have been possessed 
with the devil of Archilochus, and in part also with his genius 
-'-Anakreon, Ibykus, Pindar, Bacchylides, Simon:ides, and the 
dramatists of Athens, continue the line of eminent poets 
without intermission. After the Persian war, the requirements 
of public speaking created a class of rhetorical teachers, while 
the gradual spread of physical philosophy widened the range 
of ·instruction ; so that prose composition, for speech ot for 
·writing, occupied a larger and larger share of the attention of 

. men, and was gradually wrought up to high perfection, such 
as we see for the first time in Herodotus. But before it be
came thus iinproved, and acquired that style which was the 
condition of wide-spread popularity, we may be sure that it 
had been silently used as a means of recording information, 
and that neither the large mass .of geographical matter con• 
taihed in the Periegesis of Hekatreus, nor the map first 
prepared by his contempora;ry Anaxirriander, could have been 
presented to the world, without the previous labours of unpre
tending prose-writers; who set down the mere results of their 
own experience. The acquisition of prose-writing, commencing 
as it does about the age Of ·Peisisttatus, is not less remarkable 
as an evidence of past, than as a means of future, progress. 

- Of that splendid genius in sculpture and architecture, which 
shone forth in Greece after the Persian invasion, the first 
lineaments only are discoverable between 6oo-s6o B.C., in 
Corinth, LEgina, Samos, Chios, Ephesus, &c. -enough how" 
ever to give evidence of improvement and progress. • Glaukus 
of Chios. is said to have discovered the art of welding iron, 
and Rhcekus or his son Theod6tus of Samos the art of casting 

'copper or brass in a mould. Both these di5coveries, as far 
as can be made out, appear to date a little before 6oo n.C.l 

1 See 0. Muller, Archaologie der Kunst, sect. 6r ; Sillig, Catalogus 
Artificum-under Theod8rus and Telekles. 

Thiersch (Epochen. de: Bildertden Kunst, p. rS:-190, znd edit.) places 
R~cekus near the begmmng of the recorded Olymptads; and supposes two· 
arhsts named Theodi)rus, one the grandson of the other ; but this seems to 
me not sustained by any adequate authority (for the loose chronology of 
Pliny about the Samian school of artists is not more trustworthy than 
about the Chiao school-:-compare xxxv. 12, and xxxvi. 3), and moreover 
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The primitive memorial erected in honour of a god did not 
even pretend to be an image, but was often nothing more than 
a pillar, a board, a shapeless stone, a post, &c., fixed so as 
to mark and consecrate the locality, and receiving from the 
neighbourhood respectful care and decoration as well as 
worship. Sometimes there was a real statue, though of the 
rudest character, carved in wood ; and the families of carvers 
-who from father to son, exercised this profession, represented 
in Attica by the name of Dredalus and in LEgina by the name 
of Smilis-adhered long with strict exactness to the consecrated 
type of each particular god. Gradually the wish grew up to 
change the material, as well as to correct the rudeness, of such 
primitive idols. Sometimes the original wood was retained as 
the material, but covered in part with ivory -or gold-in other 
cases marble or metal was substituted. Dipamus and Skyllis 
of Kn~te acquired renown as workers in marble about the 
soth Olympiad (s8o B.c.). From them downwards, a series of 
names may be traced, more or less distinguished ; moreover it 
seems about the same period that the earliest temple-offerings, 
in works of art properly so called, commence-the golden 
statue of Zeus, and the large carved chest, dedicated by the 
Kypselids of Corinth at Olympia.! The pious associations, 
however, connected with the old type were so strong, that the 
hand of the artist was greatly restrained in dealing with 
statues of the gods. It was in statues of men, especially in 
those of the victors at Olympia and other sacred games, that 
genuine ideas of beauty were first aimed at and in part 

intrinsically improbable. Herodotus (i. 51) speaks of "the Samian 
Theodl\rus," and seems to have known only one person so called; 
Diod6rus (i. 98) and Pausanias (x. 38, 3) give different accounts of 
Theodl\rus, but the positive evidence does not enable us to verify the 
genealogies either of Thiersch or 0. Muller. Herodotus (iv. I 52) mentions 
the 'Hpa?ov at Samos in connexion with events near Olymp. 37 ; but this 
does not prove that the great temple which he himself saw, a century and 
a half later, had been begun before Olymp. 37, as Thiersch would infer. 
The statement of 0. Muller, that this temple was begun in Olymp. 35, is 
not authenticated (Arch. der Kunst, sect. 53). 

1 Pausanias tells us distinctly that this chest was dedicated at Olympia 
by the Kypselids, descendants of Kypselus; and this seems credible 
enough. But he also tells us that this was the identical chest in which the 
infant Kypselus had been concealed, believing this story as told in 
Herodotus (v. 92). In this latter belief I cannot go along with him, nor 
do I think that there is any evidence for believing the chest to have been 
of more ancient date than the persons who dedicated it-in spite of the 
opinions of 0. Muller and Thiersch to the contrary (0. Muller, Archaol. 
der Kunst, sect. 57; Thiersch, Epochen der Griechischen Kunst, p. 169, 
znd edit.: Pausan. v. 17, 2). 
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attained, from whence they passed afterwards to the statues of 
the gods. Such statues of the athletes seem to commence 
somewhere between Olympiad 53-58 (568-548 B.c.). 

It is not until the same interval of time (between 6oo-sso 
B.c.) that we find any traces of these architectural monuments, 
by which the more important cities in Greece afterwards 
attracted to themselves so much renown. The two greatest 
temples in Greece known to Herodotus were, the Artemisian 
at Ephesus, and the Hera~on at Samos. Of these the former 
seems to have been commenced, by the Samian Theodorus, 
about 6oo B.c.-the latter, begun by the Samian Rhcekus, can 
hardly be traced to any higher antiquity. The first attempts to 
decorate Athens by such additions proceeded from Peisistratus 
and his sons, near the same time. As far as we can judge, too, 
in the absence of all direct evidence, the temples of Prestum 
in Italy and Selinus in Sicily seem to fall in this same century. 
Of painting during these •·early centuries, nothing can be 
affirmed. It never at any time reached the same perfection 
as sculpture, and we may presume that its years of infancy 
were at least equally rude. 

The immense development of Grecian art subsequently, and 
the great perfection of Grecian artists, are facts of great import
ance in the history of the quman race ; while in regard to the 
Greeks themselves, these facts not only acted powerfully on the 
taste of the people, but were also valuable indirectly as the 
common boast of Hellenism, and as supplying one bond of 
fraternal sympathy as well as of mutual pride, among its widely
dispersed sections. It is the paucity and weakness of such 
bonds which renders the history of Greece, prior to s6o B.C., 
little better than a series of parallel, but isolated threads, each 
attached to a separate city. The increased range of joint 
Hellenic feeling and action, upon which we shall presently 
enter, though arising doubtless in great measure from new and 
common dangers threatening many cities at once~also springs 

• in part from those other causes which have been enumerated in 
this chapter, as acting on the Grecian mind. ·It proceeds from 
the stimulus applied to all the common feelings in religion, 
art, and recreation~from the gradual formation of national 
festivals, appealing in various ways to such tastes and senti
ments as animated every Hellenic bosom -from the inspirations 
of men c.Of genius, poets, musicians, sculptors, architects, who 
supplied more or less in every Grecian city, education for the 
youth, training for the c?orus, a~d ornan;ent for the locality
from the gradual exp~ns1on of sCience, ph1losophy, and rhetoric, 
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during the corning period of this history, which rendered one 
city the intellectual capital of Greece, and brought to Isokrates 
and Plato pupils from the most distant part of the Grecian 
world. It was this fund of common tastes, tendencies, and 
aptitudes, which caused the social atoms of Hellas to gravitate 
towards each other, and which enabled the Greeks to become 
something better and greater' than an aggregate of petty dis
united communities like the Thracians or Phrygians. And the 
creation of such common, extra-political, Hellenism, is the 
most interesting phrenomenon which the historian has to point 
out in the early period now under our notice. He is called 
upon to dwell upon it the more forcibly because the modern 
reader has generally no idea of national union without political 
union-an association foreign to the Greek mind. Strange as 
it may seem to find a song-writer put forward as an active 
instrument of union among his fellow-Hellens, it is not the less 
true, that those poets, whom we have briefly passed in review, 
by enriching the common language and by circulating from 
town to town either in person or in their compositions, con
tributed to fan the flame of Pan-Hellenic patriotism at a time 
when there were few circumstances to co-operate with them, 
and when the causes tending to perpetuate isolation seemed in 
the ascendant. 

CHAPTER XXX 

GRECIAN AFFAIRS DURING THE GOVERNMENT OF PEISISTRATUS 

AND HIS SONS AT ATHENS 

WE now arrive at what may be called the second period 
of Grecian history, beginning with the rule of Peisistratus at 
Athens and of Crresus in Lydia. 

It has been already stated that Peisistratus made himself 
despot of Athens in 560 B.C. He died in 527 B.C., and was 
succeeded by his son Hippias, who was deposed and expelled 
in 5 ro B.c., thus making an entire space of fifty years between 
the first exaltation of the father and the final expulsion of the 
son. These chronological points are settled on good evidence. 
But the thirty-three years covered by the reign of Peisistratus 
are interrupted by two periods of exile, one of them lasting not 
less than ten years, the other, five years ; and the exact place 
of the years of exile, being nowhere laid ~own upon authority, 
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has been differently determined by the conjectures of chro~o
logers.1 Partly from this half-known chronology, partly fron:i a 
very scanty collection of facts, the history of the half-century 
now before us can only be given very imperfectly. Nor can we 
wonder at our ignorance, when we find that even among the 
Athenians themselves, only a century afterwards, statements· 
the most incorrect and contradictory respecting the Peisistratids 
were in circulation, as 'l'hucydides distinctly, and somewhat 
reproachfully, acquaints us·; _ 

More thari thirty years had now elapsed since fhe proiimlga
tion of the Solonian constitution, whereby the annual Senate 
of Four Hundred had been created, and the public assembly 
(preceded in its action as well as aided and regulated by this 
senate) invested with a power 6f exacting responsibility from 
the magistrates after their year of· office.· The seeds of the 
subsequent democracy had thus been sown, and no doubt the 
administration or the archons had been practically softened by 
it. Yet nothing in the nature of a democratical sentiment had 
yet been created. A hundred years hence, _we shall find that 
sentiment unanimous and potent among the enterprising 
masses of Athens and Peirceus, and shall be called. upon to 
listen to loud complaints of the difficulty of dealing with " that 
angry, waspish, intractable little old man, Demus of Pnyx- ,:__ 
so Aristophanes 2 calls the" Athenian people to their faces, 
with a freedom which shows that he at least counted on their 
good temper. But between s6o-srci B.C. the people are as 
passive in respect to political rights and securities as the most 
strenuous enemy of democracy col1ld desire, and the govern
ment is transferred froi:n hand to hand by bargains and cross
changes between two or three powerful· rnen, 8 at the head of 
partisans who echo their voices, espouse their pers6na:l quarrels, 
and draw the sword at their command. It was this ancient 
constitution-Athens as it stood before the Athenian deinoc·racy. 

1 Mr. Fynes Clinton (Fast. Hellen. vol. ii. Appendix, c. 2, p. 2br)'ha.S 
stated and discussed the different opinions on the chronology of Peisistratus 
and his sons. 

2 •A"'/pO!.KOr; bpyl_w, KVOCJJ.OTpr!J~, 0.Kpcf.x0A.o~. 
11ijp.or; ITvKvlTlJS', OVuKoAov 'YepOvTt.ov. 

Aristoph. Equii. 4I• 

I need hardly mention that the Pnyx was the place in which' the' 
Athenian public assemblies were held. · · , 

1 Plutarch (De Herodot. Malign. c. 15, p. 858) is angry with Herodotus
for imparting so petty and personal a character to the dissensions between 
the Alkmrel'lnids and Peisistratus : his severe remarks in that treatise 
however, tend almost always to strengthen rather than to weaken th~ 
credibility of the historian. · 
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-which the Macedonian Antipater professed to restore in 
32 2 B.c., when he caused the majority of the poorer citizens to 
be excluded altogether from the political franchise.! 

By the stratagem recounted in a former chapter, 2 Peisistratus 
had obtained from the public assembly a guard which he had 
employed to acquire forcible possession of the acropolis. He 
thus became master of the administration ; but he employed 
his power honourably and well, not disturbing the existing 
forms further than was necessary to ensure to himself full 
mastery. Nevertheless we may see by the verses of Solon s 
(the only contemporary evidence which we possess), that the 
prevalent sentiment was by no means favourable to his recent 
proceeding, and that there was in many minds a strong feeling 
both of terror and aversion, which presently manifested itself in 
the armed coalition of his two rivals-Megakles at the head of 
the Parali or inhabitants of the sea-board, and Lykurgus at the 
bead of those in the neighbouring plain. As the conjunction 
of the two formed a force too powerful for Peisistratus to with
stand, he was driven into exile, after no long possession of his 
despotism. But the time came (how soon we cannot tell) when 
the two rivals who had expelled him quarrelled. Megakles 
made propositions to Peisistratus, inviting him to resume 
the sovereignty, promising his own aid, and stipulating. that 
Peisistratus should marry his daughter. The conditions being 
accepted, a plan was laid between the two new allies for carry
ing them into effect, by a novel stratagem-since the simulated 
wounds and pretence of personal danger were not likely to be 
played off a second time with success. The two conspirators 
clothed a stately woman, six feet high, named Phye, in the 
panoply and costume of Atbene-surrounded her with the 
processional accompaniments belonging to the goddess-and 
placed her in a chariot with Peisistratus by her side. In this 
guise the exiled despot and his adherents approached the city 
and drove up to the acropolis, preceded by heralds, who cried 
aloud to the people,-" Athenians, receive ye cordially Peisis-

1 Plutarch, Phokion, c. 27. &.7r<KplvaTo <f>t}..lav (rr<rr8at -ro<s 'A811valots 
Kal ~U!J./-'axlav, ~KOOV<Tt /-'~V 'TOVs 7r<pl t;.1/!J.O<T9fV1/ Ka.l 'T7r<p[1i1/V, 11'0AtT<UO/-'EVOtS 
~E 'T1]V 1rd.Tp I.OJI &.1rO Ttp.:f]f.LQlTDS 1TOI\.LTelav, 3e~a,u€1IOLS 3f cf>potJpd.v els T1}l' 
Mouvuxla.v, tTt 1i€ XP-hi-<aTa. Tov 1I'OAE!J.Ou Kal (11!-'ia.v7rpo<TEKTi<Ta.<Ttv, Compare 
Diodor. xviii. r8. 

Twelve thousand of the poorer citizens were disfranchised by this change 
(Plutarch, Phokion, c. 28). 

2 See the preceding volume, ch. xi. p. 365. 
a Solon, Fragm. IO, eel. Bergk-

Et ae 7re'iTOv8an AvypO. a,· Vp.eTipYJV KaK6Tr}Ta, 
M,.jn 6eots roVTwv p.orpa.v €7iap.pipcu, &c. 
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tratus, whom Athene has honoured above all other men, and is 
now bringing back into her own acropolis." The peop!e in 
the city received the reputed goddess with implicit belief and 
demonstrations of worship, while among the country cantons 
the report quickly spread that Athene had appeared in person 
to restore Peisistratus; who thus found himself, without even a 
show of resistance, in possession of the acropolis and of the 
government. His own party, united with that of Megakles, 
were powerful enough to maintain him, when he had once 
acquired possession. And probably all, except the leaders, 
sincerely believed in the epiphany of the goddess, which came 
to be divulged as having been a deception, only after Peisistratus 
and Megakles had quarrelled.! 

1 Herodot. i. 6o. Kal ~v .,.q; ;f,-.,..r ,..,e&f"<Vo< ... ~v 'YuvaiKa elva< ab.,-~v .,-~v 
8eov, 1rpouevxov-r& -re -r'hv il.v8pw1rov Kill ~5£Kov-ro .,-ov TI«ul,-.,.paTov. A 
statement (Athenreus, xiii. P.· 6og) represents Phye to have become 
afterwards the wife of Hipparchus. 

Of this remarkable story, not the least remarkable· part is the criticism 
with which Herodotus himself accompanies it. He treats it as a proceeding 
infinitely silly (7rpi/')'!J.a <v118£u-ra-rov, ws E')'W eup(O'KW, !J.IlKprp); he cannot 
conceive how Greeks, so much superior to barbarians-and even Athenians, 
the cleverest of all the Greel~s-could_have fallen into such a trap. To 
him the story was told as a deception from the beginn_ing, and he did not 
perhaps take pains to put himself into the state of feeling of those original 
spectators who saw the chariot approach, without any warning or pre
conceived suspicion. But even allowing for this, his criticism brings to 
our view the alteration and enlargement which had taken place in the 
Greek mind during the century between Peisistratus and Perikles. Doubt
less neither the latter nor any of his contemporaries could have succeeded 
in a similar trick. , 

The fact, and the criticism upon it, now before us, are remarkably. 
illustrated by an analogous case recounted in a previous chapter (vol. iii. 
chap. viii.) .. Nearly at the same period as this stratagem of Peisistratus, 
the Lacedremonians and the Argeians agreed to decide, by a combat of 
three hundred select champions, the dispute between them as to the 
territory of Kynuria. The combat ·actually took place, and the heroism of 
Othryades, sole Spartan survivor, has been already recounted. In the 
eleventh year of the Peloponnesian war (shortly after or near upon the 
period when we may conceive the history of Herodotus to have been 
finished) the Argeians, concluding a treaty with Lacedremon, introduced 
as a clause into it the liberty of reviving their pretensions to Kynuria, and 
of again deciding the dispute by a combat of select champions. To the 
Laced::emonians of that time this appeared extreme folly-the very 
proceeding which had been actually resorted to a century before. Here is 
another case, in which the change in the point of view, and the increased 
positive tendencies in the Greek mind, are brought to our notice not less 
forcibly than by the criticism of Herodotus upon Phye-Athilnil. · 

Is_tru,s (one .of the Atthido·grap~ers of the third century B.c.) and 
Ant1kles puhhshed books respectmg the personal manifestations or 
epiphanies of the gods-'A1rOAAWVos l7r<<J>aveia•: see Istri Fragment. 33-37, 
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The daughter of Megakles, according to agreement, quickly 

became the wife of Peisistratus, but she bore him no children. 
It became known that her husband, having already adult sons 
by a former marriage, and considering that the Kylonian curse 
rested upon all the Alkmce6nid family, did not intend that she 
should become a mother.1 Megakles was so incensed at this 
behaviour, that he not only renounced his alliance with Peisis
tratus, but even made his peace with the third party, the 
adherents of Lykurgus-and assumed so menacing an attitude, 
that the despot was obliged to evacuate Attica. He retired to 
Eretria in Eubcea, where he remained no less than ten years, 
employed in making preparations for a forcible return, and 
exercising, even while in exile, a degree of influence much 
exceeding that of a private man. He not only lent valuable 
aid to Lygdamis of Naxos 2 in constituting himself despot 
of that island, but possessed, we know not how, the means 
of rendering important service to different cities, Thebes in 
particular. They repaid him by large contributions of money 
to aid in his re-establishment : mercenaries were hired from 
Argos, and the Naxian Lygdamis came himself both with 
money and with troops. Thus equipped and aided, Peisistratus 
landed at Marathon in Attica. How the Athenian government 

ed. Didot. If Peisistratus and Megakl€s had never quarrelled, their joint 
stratagem might have continued to pass for a genuine epiphany, and 
might have been included as such in the work of Istrus. I will add, that 
the real presence of the gods, at the festivals celebrated in their honour, 
was an idea continually brought before the minds of the Greeks. 

The Athenians fully believed the epiphany of the god Pan to Pheidip
pid€s the courier on his march to Sparta a little before the, battle of 
Marath6n (Herodot. vi. 105, K«l ·ravT« 'A61w«<o• 71'trrn{uravTes elva• 
aii:11G~a), and even Herodotus himself does not controvert it, though he 
relaxes the positive character of history so far as to add-" as Pheidip
pid€s himself said and recounted publicly to the Athenians." His inform
ants in this case were doubtless sincere believers; whereas in the case of 
Phy€, the story was told to him at first as a fabrication. 

At Gela in Sicily, seemingly not long before this restoration of Peisis
tratus, Telines (ancestor of the despot Gelon) had brought back some 
exiles to Gela, "without any armed force, but merely through the sacred 
ceremonies and appurtenances of the subterranean goddesses "-lxwv 
ovoep.{'fiV avopwV '66,ap.w, &.A.A.' /pel. 'TOV'Tiwv 'TWV 8EWV-TOQ'TOU1'L o' if>v 71'[rT!IVOS 
iilw, KaT1}-ya-ye (Herodot. vii. 153). Herodotus does not tell us the details 
which he had heard of the manner in which this restoration at Gela was 
brought about ; but his general language intimates that they were remark
able details, and they might have illustrated the story of Phy~-AtMne. 

1 Herodot. i. 61. Peisistratus-~p.(x8'11 ol ob KaTa v&p.ov. 
2 About Lygdamis, see Athenreus, viii. p. 348, and his citation from the 

lost work of Aristotle on the Grecian OoA.•Tela• ; also Aristot. Politic. 
V. 5• I. 
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had been conducted during his ten years' absence, we do not 
know; but the leaders of it permitted him to remain undis
turbed at Marathon, and to assemble his partisans both from 
the city and from the -country. It was not until he broke 
up from Marathon and had reached Pallene on his way to 
Athens, that they took the field against him. Moreover, their 
conduct,. even when the two armies were near together, must 
have been either extremely negligent or corrupt; for Peisistratus 
found means to attack them unprepared, routing their forces 
almost without resistance. In fact, the proceedings have alto
gether the air of a concerted betrayal. For the defeated troops, 
though unpursued, are said to have dispersed and returned to 
their homes forthwith, in obedience to the proclamation of 
Peisistratus, who marched on to Athens, and found himself a 
third time ruler.l . 

On this third successful entry, he took vigorous precautions 
for rendering his seat permanent. The Alkm::eonid::e and their 
immediate partisans retired into exile: but he seized the 
children of those who remained and whose sentiments he 
suspected, as hostages for the behaviour of their parents, and 
placed them in Naxos under the care of Lygdamis. Moreove_r 
he provided himself with a- powerful body of Thracian_ 
mercenaries, paid by taxes levied upon the people : 2 and he 
was careful to conciliate the favour of the gods by a purification 
of the sacred island of Delos. All the dead bodies which •had 
been buried within sight of the temple of Apollo, were exhumed 
and reinterred farther off. At this time the Delian festival~ 
attended by the Asiatic Ionians and the islanders, and with 
which Athens was of-course peculiarly connected-must have 
been beginning to decline from its pristine magnificence ; for 
the subjugation of the continental Ionic cities by Cyrus had 
been already achieved, and the power of Samos, though 
increased under the despot Polykrates, seems to have increased 
at the expense and to the ruin of the smaller Ionic islands. 
Partly from the same feelings which led to the purification of 
Delos-partly as an act of party revenge-Peisistratus caused 
the houses of the Alkm::eonids to be levelled with the ground, 
and the bodies of the deceased members of that family to be_ 
disinterred and cast out of the country.3 

This third and last period of the rule of Peisistratus lasted 

1 Herodot. i. 63. 
2 Herodot. i. 64. br~~tovpo<O'l 'TE 'ITOAAOiO'<, 1<"l XP'f/f<J.-rc.w O'WOiioiO'I, 'TWV 

p.~v ah&B<v, 'TWV II(; a'JI"b ~Tpvp.6vos 'lrOTrfp.ov 1rp00'10V'TWV. . 

a Isokrat~s, Or. xvi. De Bigis, c. 351. 
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several years, until his death in 527 B.c. It is said to have been 
so mild in its character, that he once even suffered himself to 
be cited for trial before the senate of Areopagus ; yet as we 
know that he had to maintain a large body of Thracian mercen
aries out of the funds of the people, we shall be inclined to 
construe this eulogium comparatively rather than positively. 
Thucydides affirms that both he and his sons governed in a 
wise and virtuous spirit, levying from the people only an 
income-tax of five per cent.1 This is high praise coming from 
such an authority, though it seems that we ought to make some 
allowance for the circumstance of Thucydides being connected 

1 For the statement of Boeckh, Dr. Arnold, and Dr. Thirlwall, that 
Peisistratus had levied a tythe or tax of ten per cent., and that his sons 
reduced it to the half, I find no sufficient warrant : certainly the spurious 
letter of Peisistratns to Solon in Diogenes Laertius (i. 53) ought not to be 
considered as proving anything. Boeckh, Public Economy of Athens, B. 
iii. c. 6 (i. 351 German); Dr. Arnold ad Thucyd. vi. 34; Dr. Thirlwall, 
Hist. of Gr. ch. xi. p. 72-74. Idomeneus (ap. Athenre. xii. p. 533) 
considers the sons of Peisistratus to have indulged in pleasures to an extent 
more costly and oppressive to the people than their father. 

Herodotus (i. 64) tells us that Peisistratus brought mercenary soldiers 
from the Strymon, but that he levied the money to pay them in Attica
~pp((wu• "T~v "Tvpavvioa E7r<Ka6po<ui .,.. 7roll.l\.o7u<, Kal XP7JP.rf..,.wv uuv&oo<u<, "Tow 
p.'fv aii"T68•v, "Tow li~ 1hb :f:rpvp.&vos 7rO"Tap.ov uvv<&v.,.wv. On this passage, 
apparently, Dr. Thirlwall has founded a statement (p. 68), for which in my 
first edition I did not perceive his authority-" He ( Peisistratus) possessed 
lands on the Strymon in Thrace, which yielded a large revenue." The 
words of Herodotus undoubtedly justify Dr. Thirlwall's construction: but 
they are also consistent with a different construction, which appears to me 
in this case the truer one ; referring "Tow p.ev to XP7JP.rf..,.wv, and .,.r;,v lit to 
E7r<KOI'lpoun. "Peisistratus collected the mercenary soldiers from the Strymon, 
and the money at home." If he wanted mercenaries, the bank of the 
Strymon, with the Thracian ropulation adjoining, was the natural place to 
seek them. But I think it h1ghly improbable that ''he possessed lands on 
the Strymon which yielded him a large revenue." If this is to be admitted, 
we must suppose him to have founded, or to have taken a leading part 
in founding, a city at the mouth of the Strymon: for large private landed 
property, possessed by a man in the territory of a foreign city, was at that 
time a thing rare indeed, if not altogether unknown. But if Peisistratus 
had estab~hed any settlement at the mouth of the Strymon, we must 
surely have heard more of it afterwards. It would have been retained 
by Hippias when expelled from Athens; and Herodotus (v. 65-94) would 
mrely have told us something about it on that occasion. Moreover, the 
mouth of the Strymon was a capital position, more coveted than almost any 
other by enterprising Greeks, and stoutly maintained by the Edonian 
Thracians. Had there been any settlement established there by Peisis
tratus, we must have found some mention of it either from Herodotus or 
Thucydid~s, when they advert to the proceedings of Histireus Aristagoras, 
and the Athenians, connected with the subsequent settlement of the locality, 
and ending at last in the foundation of Amphipolis (Herodot. v. II, 23, 94; 
Thucyd. iv. 102). 
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by descent with the Peisistratid family. 1 The judgement of 
Herodotus is also very favourable respecting Peisistratus; that 
of Aristotle favourable, yet qualified, since he includes these 
despots among the list of those who undertook public and 
sacred works with the deliberate view of impoverishing as well 
as of occupyin-g their subjects. This supposition is counten
anced by the prodigious scale upon which the temple of Zeus 
Olympius at Athens was begun by Peisistratus-a scale much 
exceeding either the Parthenon or the temple of Atbene Po lias ; 
both of which, nevertheless, were erected in later times, when 
the means of Athens were decidedly larger 2 and her disposition 
to demonstrative piety certainly no way diminished. It was left 
by him unfinished, nor was it ever completed until the Roman 
emperor Hadrian undertook the task. Moreover, Peisistratus 
introduced the greater Panathenaic festival, solemnised every 
four years, in the third Olympic year: the annual Panathenaic 
festival, henceforward' called the Lesser, was still continued. 

I have already noticed, at considerable length, the care which 
he bestowed in procuring full and correct copies of the Homeric 
poems, as well as in improving the recitation of them at the 
Panathenaic festival,-a proceeding, for which we owe him 
much gratitude, but which has been shown to be erroneously 
interpreted by various critics. He probably also collected the 
works of other poets--called by Aulus Gellius,8 in language not 
well-suited to· the sixth century B.c., a library thrown open to 
the public. The service which he thus rendered must have 
been highly valuable at a time when writing and reading 
were not widely extended. His son Hipparchus followed up 
the same taste, taking pleasure in the society of the most 

1 Hermippus (ap. Marcellin. Vit. Thucyd. P• ix.), and the Scholiast 
on Thucyd. i. 20, affirm t.hat Thucydid~s was connected by relationship 
with the Peisistratidre. His manner of speaking of them certainly lends 
countenance to the assertion ; not merely as he twice notices their history, 
once briefly (i. 20) and again at considerable length (vi. 54-59}, though it 
does not lie within the direct compass of his period-but also as he so~ 
emphatically announces his own personal knowled&e of their family relations 
-"0-n 0~ 7rpeu/36-ra:ros tJv '11m las ~p~eu, E l B w s }LEV Kal aKop aKp</3E<TTEpov 
ltl\l\.,v luxvpl(o,ua• (vi. 55). · 

Aristotle (Politic. v. 9, 21) mentions it as a report (cf>au•) that Peisistratus 
obeyed the summons to appear before the Areopagus ; Plutarch adds that 
the person who had summoned him did not appear to bring the cause 
to trial (Vit. Solon. 31), which is not at all surprising: compare Thucyd. 
vi. 56, 57-

2 Aristot. Politic. v. 9, 4; Dikrearchus, Vita Grrecire, p. 14o-I66, ed. 
Fuhr; Pausan. i. 18, 8. 

8 Au!. Gel!. N. A. vi. 17. 
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eminent poets of the day 1-Simonides, Anakreon, and Lasus ; 
not to mention the Athenian mystic Onomakritus, who, though 
not pretending to the gift of prophecy himself, passed for the 
proprietor and editor of the various prophecies ascribed to the 
ancient name of Musreus. The Peisistratids, well-versed in these 
prophecies, set great value upon them, and guarded their 
integrity so carefully, that Onomakritus, being detected on one 
occasion in the act of interpolating them, was banished by 
Hipparchus in consequence. 2 The statues of Hennes, erected 
by this prince or by his personal friends in various parts of 
Attica,3 and inscribed with short moral sentences, are extolled 
by the author of the Platonic dialogue called Hip parch us, with 
an exaggeration which approaches to irony. It is certain, how
ever, that both the sons of Peisistratus, as well as himself, were 
exact in fulfilling the religious obligations of the state, and 
ornamented the city in several ways, especially the public 
fountain Kallirrhoe. They are said to have maintained the 
pre-existing forms of law and justice, merely taking care always 
to keep themselves and their adherents in the effective offices 
of state, and in the full reality of power. They were moreover 
modest and popular in their personal demeanour, and charitable 
to the poor; yet one striking example occurs of unscrupulous 
enmity, in their murder of Kimon by night through the agency 
of hired assassins. 4 There is good reason, however, for 
believing that the government both of Peisistratus and of his 
sons was in practice generally mild until after the death of 
Hipparchus by the hands of Harmodius and Aristogeiton, after 
which event the surviving Hippias became alarmed, cruel, 
and oppressive during his last four years. Hence the harsh
ness of this concluding period left upon the Athenian mind 5 

that profound and imperishable hatred, against the dynasty 
generally, which Thucydides reluctantly admits : labouring to 
show that it was not deserved by Peisistratus, nor at first 
by Hippias. 

Peisistratus left three legitimate sons-Hippias, Hipparchus, 
and Thessalus. The general belief at Athens among the 
contemporaries of Thucydides was, that Hipparchus was the 

1 Herodot. vii. 6; Pseudo-Plato, Hipparchus, p. 229. 
~ Herodot. v. 93 ; vii. 6. 'OvotJ.ci.Kp!TOV, XP'I111'fJ.OA.6-yov llal lha8~nw Twv 

XP'I1rffJ.wv .,.;;,v Movua(ov. See Pausan. i. 22, 7. Compare, about the 
literary tendencies of the Peisistratids, Nitzsch, De Historia Homeri, ch. 
30, P· !68. 

s Philochor. Frag. 69, ed. Didot ; Plato, Hip parch. p. 230. 
4 Herodot. vi. 38-103; Theopomp. ap. Athen::e. xii. p. 533· 
G Thucyd. vi. 53; Pseudo-Plato, Hipparch. p. 230; Pausan. i. 23, I. 
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eldest ~{the three and had succeeded him. Yet the historian 
emphatically pronounces this to be a mistake, and certifies upon 
his own responsibility that Hippias was both eldest son and 
successor. Such an assurance· from him, fortified by certain 
reasoris in themselv-es not very conclusive, is sufficient ground 
for our belief-'-the more so as Herodotus countenances the same 
version ; but we are su~rprised at such a degree of historical 
carelessness in the Athenian public, and seemingly even in 
Plato, 1 about a ·matter both interesting and comparatively 
recent. In order to abate this surprise, and to explain how the 
naine of Hipparchus came to supplant that of. Hippias in the 
popular talk, Thucydides recounts the memorable story of 
Har·modius and Aristogeit6n. · · 

Of. these two Athenian citizens, 2 both belonging to the 
ancient gens called ·Gephynei, the former was a _beautiful 
youth; attached to the latter by a mutual friendship and 
devoted intimacy which Grecian manners did not condemn. 
Hipparchus made repeated propositions to Harmodius, which 
were repelled, but which, on becoming known to Aristogeiton, 
excited both his jealousy•and his fears lest the disappointed 
suitor should employ force-fears justified by the proceedings 
not unusual with Grecian despots, 3 and by the absence of all 
legal prote_ction against outrage from such a qmtrter. Under 
these .feelings,· he began to look about, in the best 1vay that h_e 
could, for some means of putting down the despotism; Mean
while Hipparchus, though not entertaining any designs of 
violence, was so incensed atthe refusal of Harmodius, that he 
could not be satisfied without doing something to insult or 
humiliate him. In order to conceal the motive from which 
the insult really proceeded, he offered it,· not directly to 
Harmodius, but to his sister. He caused this young maiden to 
be one day summoned to take her station in a religious pro
cession as one of- the Kanephorre or basket-carriers, according 

.1 Thucyd. i. 20, about the general belief of the Athenian public in his 
tim<;-'A67jva(wv .. 'Yovv 'TO ..-,>.1j8os otov'Tal vrp'· 'Ap}lo8{ou Kal 'Apur'To'')'ei'ToVos 
"l1r1rapxov T6pavvov llvra &..-o8av<i'v, 1<al ov1< 1rTarnv 8n 'I..-..-ias ..-p<rT!36TaTos c':.v. 
~PX< Tow IT<IrTirT'Tpci.Tov ..-a(3wv" &c. _ · 

.The Pseudo-Plat_o in. the ·dialo.gue called Hipparchus adopts this belief, 
and the real Plato m his SymposiOn (c. g, p. 182) seems to countenance it. 

2 Herodot. v. 55-58. Harmodius is affirmed by Plutarch to have .been 
of the deme Aphidnre (Plutarch, Symposiacon, i. xo, p. 628); · 

It is to be recollected that he died before the introduction of the Ten 
Tribes, and before the recognition of the deines as political elements in the 
commonwealth. . · _-

8 For the ter~ible effects produced_.by this fear-of 1!{3p1s •ls 'T~v ?jAII<lav, 
see Ptutarch, K1mon, I ; Anstot. Pobt. v. 9; i7. · · 
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to the practice usual at Athens. But when she arrived at 
the place where her fellow-maidens were assembled, she was 
dismissed with scorn as unworthy of so respectable a function, 
and the summons addressed to her was disavowed.1 

An insult thus publicly offered filled Harmodius with 
indignation, and still further exasperated the feelings of 
Aristogeiton. Both of them resolving at all hazards to put an 
end to the despotism, concerted means for aggression with a 
few select associates. They awaited the festival c.f the Great 
Panathemea, wherein the body of the citizens were accustomed 
to march up in armed procession, with spear and shield, to the 
acropolis; this being the only day on which an armed body 
could come together without suspicion. The conspirators 
appeared armed like the rest of the citizens, but carrying 
concealed daggers besides. Harmodius and Aristogeiton 
undertook with their own hands to kill the two Peisistratids, 
while the rest promised to stand forward immediately for their 
protection against the foreign mercenaries; and though the 
whole number of persons engaged was small; they counted 
upon the spontaneous sympathies of the armed bystanders in 
an effort to regain their liberties, so soon as the blow should 
once be struck. The day of the festival having arrived, 
Hippias, with his foreign body-guard around him, was 
marshalling the armed citizens for procession, in the 
Kerameikus without the gates, when Harmodius and Aristo· 
geit6n approached with concealed daggers to execute their 

1 Thucyd. vi. s6. Tov a· oliv 'Ap}l6awv &:n:apv"l]eEv-ra -rhv 1rdpo.cnv, {fJ<T7r€p 
alfVOEiorO, 7rpDV1T"I)ll.cfJWJ€JI' dO<ll.rphv ')lap C<VTDV, K6p"I)V, brC<')I')Ie£.1\a>TES ~!<fiJI 
~eavoliv o1ffova'av ~" 7TOJL7rfl 'TtVL, lt.'lr~l\.cura.v, AE7ov-res oVOE bra.')'"fE'iA.a.t &px~v, 
ad, -rO. ,uh lt~iav •lvat. 

Dr. Arnold, in his note, supposes that this exclusion of the sister of 
Harmodius by the Peisistratids may have been founded on the circumstance 
that she belonged to the gens Gephyrrei (Herodot. v. 57); her foreign 
blood, and her being in certain respects 1'.-r<iJ.os, disqualified her (he thinks) 
from ministering to the worship of the gods of Athens. 

There is no positive reason to support the conjecture of Dr. Arnold, 
which seems moreover virtually discountenanced by the narrative of 
Thucydid~s, who plainly describes the treatment of this young woman 
as a deliberate, preconcerted insult. Had there existed any assignable 
ground of exclusion, such as that which Dr. Arnold supposes, leading to 
the inference that the Peisistratids could not admit her without violating 
religious custom, Thucydides would hardly have neglected to allude to it, 
for it would have lightened the insult; and indeed on that snpposition, the 
sending of the original summons might have been made to appear as an 
accidental mistake. I will add, that Thucydides, though no way forfeiting 
his obligations to historical truth, is evidently not disposed to omit any· 
thing which can be truly said in favour of the Peisistratids. ' 
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·purpose. On coming near, they were thuhderstruck to behold 
one' of their own fellow-conspirators talking familiarly with 
Hippias, who was of easy access to every man. They 
immediately concluded that the plot was betrayed. Expecting 
-to be seized, and wrought up· to a state of desperation, they 
resolved at least not to die without having revenged themselves 
on Hipparchus; whom they found. within the city gates near 
the chapel called the Leokorion, and immediately slew him. 
His attendant guards killed Harmodius on the spot ; . while 
Aristogeit6n, rescued for the moment by the surrounding 
crowd, was afterwards taken, imd perished in _the tortures 
applied to make him disclose his accomplices.l 

The news flew quickly to Hippias in the Kerameikus, who 
heard it earlier than the armed citizens near him awaiting his 
order for the- commencement of the procession. With extra
ordinary s.elf-command, he took adva~tage of this precious 
instant of foreknowledge, and advanced towards them,
directing them to drop their arms for a short time, and 
assemble on im adjoining ground. They unsuspectingly 
obeyed ; upon which he ordered his guards to take possession 
of the vacant anus. Being now undisputed master, he seized 
the persons of an those citizens whom he- mistrusted-especially 
all those who had daggers about them, which it was not the 
practice to carry in the Panathenaic procession. -

Such is the memorable narrative of Harmodius and Aristo
geiton, peculiarly. 'valuable inasmuch as it all comes from 
Thucydid~s.2 To possess ·great power-to be above legal' 
restraint-'-tO inspire extraordinary fear-is a privilege SO much 
coveted by the giants among mankind, that we may well take 

·notice of those cases in which it brings misfortune even upori 
themselves. The fear inspired by Hipparchus-of designs 
which\ he did not really entertain, but was likely to entertain, 
and competent to execute without hindrance-was here the 
grand cause of his destruction. , 

The conspiracy here detailed happened in 514 B.c., during 
the thirteenth year. of the reign of Hippias, which lasted four 
years longer, until s;ro B.C. These last four years, in the belief 

. , ... 
1 Thucyd. vi. 58. ob p<f~lws ~<ere871: compare Polyren, i. 22 ; Diodorus 

Fragm. lib. x. p. 62, vol. iv. ed. Wess.; Justin, ii. 9· See also a gcocl 
note of Dr. Thirlwall ~n th_e passag(!, Hist. ~f Gr. vol. ii. ch. xi. p. 
77, 2nd ed. I agree w1th h1m, that we may fa1rly construe the indistinct 
phrase of Thucydides by the more precise statements of, later authors, who 
mention the torture. 

2 Thucyd. i. 20; vi. 54-59; Herodot. v. 55, 56; vi. 123; Aristot. 
Polit. v. 8, 9· 

VOL. IV. L 
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of the Athenian public, counted for his whole reign; nay, 
many persons made the still greater historical mistake of eliding 
these last four years altogether, and of supposing that the 
conspiracy of Harmodius and Aristogeiton had deposed the 
Peisistratid government and liberated Athens. Both poets 
and philosophers shared this faith, which is distinctly put forth 
in the beautiful and popular Skolion or song on the subject : 
the two friends are there celebrated as the authors of liberty at 
Athens-" they slew the despot and gave to Athens equal 
laws." 1 So inestimable a present was alone sufficient to 
enshrine in the minds of the subsequent democracy those who 
had sold their lives to purchase it. Moreover we must 
recollect that the intimate connexion between the two, though 
repugnant to the modern reader, was regarded at Athens with 
sympathy,-so that the story took hold of the Athenian mind 
by the vein of romance conjointly with that of patriotism. 
Harmodius and Aristogeiton were afterwards commemorated 
both as the winners and as the protomartyrs of Athenian 
liberty. Statues were erected in their honour shortly after the 
final expulsion of the Peisistratids ; immunity from taxes and 
public burdens was granted to the descendants of their 
families ; and the speaker who proposed the abolition of such 
immunities, at a time when the number had been abusively 
multiplieo, made his only special exception in favour of this 
respected lineage.2 And since the name of Hipparchus was 
universally notorious as the person slain, we discover how it 
was that he came to be considered by an uncritical public 
as the predominant member of the Peisistratid family-the 
eldest son and successor of Peisistratus-the reigning despot 
-to the comparative neglect of Hippias. The same public 

1 See the words of the Song-

•on 'T0V nJpl1.VVOV lt'TO.ViTJ'IV 

'Icrov6JLOV'i 'T' 'A9l]vM brot'11T&:T'l1v-

ap. Athemenm, xv. p. 691. 
The epigram of the Keian Simonid~s (Fragm. 132, ed. Bergk-ap. 

Hephrestion. c. 14, p. 26, ed. Gaisf.) implies a similar belief: also the 
passages in Plato, Sy.mposion, p. 182, in Aristot. Polit. v. 8, 21, and Arrian, 
Exped. Alex. iv. IO, 3· 

2 Herodot. vi. 109; Demosthen. adv. Leptin. c. 27, p. 495; cont. 
Meidiam, c. 47, p. 569 ; and the oath prescribed in the Psephism of Demo
phantus-Andokides, De Mysteriis, p. 13; Pliny. H. N. xxxiv. 4-8; 
Pausan. i. 8, 5; Plutarch, Aristeides, 27. 

The statues were carried away from Athens by Xerxes, and restored 
to the Athenians by Alexander after his conquest of Persia (Arrian, Ex. 
AI. iii. 16, 14; Pliny, H. N. xxxiv. 4-8). 
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probably cherished many other anecdotes,1 not the less eagerly 
believed because they could not be authenticated, respecting 

·this eventful period. 
Whatever may have been the previous moderation of 

Hippias, indignation at- the qeath of his brother, and fear for 
his own safety,2 now induced him to drop it altogether. It is 
attested both by Thucydides and Herodotus, and admits of no -
doubt, that his power was now employed harshly and cruelly
that he put to death a considerable number of citizens. We 
find also a statement noway improbable in itself and affirmed 
both in Pausanias and in Plutarch-inferior authorities, yet 
still in this case sufficiently credible-that he caused Lerena, the 
mistress of Aristogeiton, to be tortured to death, in order to 
extort from her a knowledge of the secrets and accomplices of 
the latter.8 But as he could not but be sensible that this 
system of terrorism was full of peril to himself, so he looked out 
for shelter and support in case of being expelled from Athens. 
With this view he sought to· connect himself with Darius king 
of Persia-a connexion full of consequences to be hereafter 
developed. .iEantides, son of Hippoklus the despot of Lamp
sakus on the Hellespont, stood.high at this time in the favour 
of the Persian monarch, which induced Hippias to give him ' 
his daughter Archedike in marriage ; no small honour to the 
Lampsakene, in the estimation of Thucydides.4 To explain 
how Hippias came to fix upon this town, however, it is 
necessary to say a few words on the foreign policy of the 
Peisistratids. 

It has already been mentioned that the Athenians, even so 
far back as the days of the poet Alkreus, had occupied Sigeium 
in the Troad, and had there carried on war with the Mity

' leneans; so that their acquisitions in these regions date much 
1 One of these stories may be seen in Justin, ii: g-who gives the name 

of Diokl\!s to Hipparchus-" Diodes, alter ex filiis, per vim stupratil. 
; virgine, a fratre puellre interficitur." . 

2 'H -yap 3etl\la tpovucdnar&v ~rrr<v ~v ra'is rvpavvlrrw-observes Plutarch 
(Artaxerx~s, c. 25). 

8 Pausan. !:. 23, 2; Plutarch, De Garrulitate, p. 897 ; Polyren. viii. 45 ; 
Athenreus, xm. p. 596. _ • 

4 We can hardly be mistaken in putting this interpretation on the words 
. of Thucydides-'A67)va'ios if>v, ll.aJL!f/alt1)Vtji fliw1<e (vi. 59). ,, , 

Some financial tricks and frauds are ascribed to Hippias by the author of 
the Pseudo-Aristotelian second book of the CEconomica (ii. 4). I place 
little reliance on the statements in this treatise respecting persons of early 
date, such as Kypselus or Hippias: in respect to facts of the subsequent 
period of Greece, between 45o-300 B. C., the author's means of information 
will doubtless render him a better witness. 
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before the time of Peisistratus. Owing probably to this 
circumstance, an application was made to them in the early 
part of his reign from the Dolonkian Thracians, inhabitants of 
the Chersonese on the opposite side of the Hellespont, for aid 
against their powerful neighbours the Absinthian tribe of 
Thracians. Opportunity was thus offered for sending out a 
colony to acquire this valuable peninsula for Athens. Peisis
tratus willingly entered into the scheme, while Miltiades son 
of Kypselus, a noble Athenian living impatiently under his 
despotism, was no less pleased to take the lead in executing it; 
his departure and that of other malcontents as founders of a 
colony suited the purpose of all parties. According to the 
narrative of Herodotus-alike pious and picturesque, and 
doubtless circulating as authentic at the annual games which 
the Chersonesites, even in his time, celebrated to the honour 
of their cekist-it is the Delphian god who directs the scheme 
and singles out the individual. The chiefs of the distressed 
Dolonkians going to Delphi to crave assistance towards 
procuring Grecian colonists, were directed to choose for their 
cekist the individual who should first show them hospitality 
on their quitting the temple. They departed and marched 
all along what was called the Sacred Road, through Phokis 
and Bceotia to Athens, without receiving a single hospitable 
invitation. At length they entered Athens, and passed by the 
house of Miltiades while he himself was sitting in front of it. 
Seeing men whose costume and arms marked them out as 
strangers, he invited them. into his house and treated them 
kindly: upon which they apprised him that he was the man 
fixed upon by the oracle, and adjured him not to refuse his con
currence. After asking for himself personally the opinion of 
the oracle, and receiving an affirmative answer, he consented ; 
sailing as cekist at the head of a body of Athenian emigrants 
to the Chersonese.l 

Having reached this peninsula, and having been constituted 
despot of the mixed Thracian and Athenian population, he lost 
no time in fortifying the narrow isthmus by a wall reaching 
all across from Kardia to Paktya, a distance of about four 
miles and a half; so that the Absinthian invaders were for the 
time effectual~y shut out,2 though the protection was not 

1 Herodot. vi. 36, 37· 
2 Thus the Scythians broke into the Chersonese even during the govern

ment of Miltiades son of Kim6n, nephew of Miltiades the rekist, about 
fortr. years after the wall had been erected (Herodot. vi. 40). Again 
Penkles re-established the cross-wall, on sending to the Chersonese a fresh 
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permanently kept up. He also entered into a war with 
Lampsakus on the Asiatic side of the strait, but was unfortunate 
enough to. fall into an ambuscade and become a prisoner. 
Nothing preserved his life except the immediate interference 
of Crcesus king of Lydia, coupled with strenuous menaces 
addressed to the Lampsakenes, who found themselves com
pelled to release their prisoner. Miltiades had acquired much 
favour with Crees us, in what manner we- are not told. He 
died childless some time afterwards, while his nephew. Stesa
goras, who succeeded him, perished by assassination some 
time subsequent to the death of Peisistratus at Athens.! 

The expedition of Miltiades to the Chersonese must have 
occurred early after the first usurpation of Peisistratus, since 
even his imprisonment by the Lampsakenes happened before _ 
the ruin of Crcesus (546 B.c.). But it was not till much later 
-probably d]Jring the third and most powerful period of 
Peisistratus-that the latter undertook his expedition against 
Sigeium in the Troad. This place appears to have fallen into 
the hands of the Mityleneans: Peisistratus retook it; 2 and 
placed there his illegitimate son Hegesistratus as despot. The 
Mityleneans may have been enfeebled .at this time (somewhere 
between 537-527 B.c.) not only by the strides of Persian con
quest on the mainland, but also by the ruinous defeat which 
they suffered from Polykrates and the Samians.a Hegesistratus 
maintained the place against various hostile at~empts, through
out all the reign of Hippias, so that the Athenian possessions 
in those regions comprehended at_ this period both the Cher· 

· sonese and Sigeium.4 To the former of the two, Hippias sent 
out Miltiades, nephew of the first cekist, as governor after the 
death of his brother Stesagoras. The new governor found 
much discontent in the peninsula, but succeeded in subduing 

. it by entrapping_ and imprisoning the prin~ipal men in each 
town. He further took into his pay a regiment of five hun?red 
band of 1000 Atheni~n settlers (Plutarch, Perikles, c. 19) : lastly, Derkyllidas 
the Lacedrernonian built it anew, in consequence of loud complaints raised 
by the inhabitants of their defenceless condition-about 397 B. c. (Xenophon, 
Hellen. iii. 2, 8-10). So imperfect however did the protection prove, that 
about half a century afterwards, during the first years of the conquests 
of Philip of Macedon, an idea was entertained of digging through the 
isthmus, and converting the peninsula into an island (Demosthen~s, Philippic 
ii. 6, p. 92, and De Haloneso, ·c. 10, p. 86); an idea however never carried 
into effect. · 

1 Herodot. vi. 38, 39· 
2 Herodot. v. 94· I have already- said that I conceive this as a different 

war from that in which the poet Alkreus was engaged. ~ 
3 Herodot. iii. 39· . 4 Herodot. vi. 104, 139, 140; 
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mercenaries, and married Hegesipyle daughter of the Thracian 
king 01orus.1 It must have been about sr8 B.C. that this 
second Miltiades went out to the Chersonese.2 He seems to 
have been obliged to quit it for a time, after the Scythian 
expedition of Darius, in consequence of having incurred the 
hostility of the Persians; but he was there from the beginning 
of the Ionic revolt until about 493 B.c., or two or three years 
before the battle of Marathon, on which occasion we shall find 
him acting commander of the Athenian army. 

Both the Chersonese and Sigeium, however, though Athenian 
possessions, were now tributary and dependent on Persia. ·It 
was to Per~ia that Hippias, during his last years of alarm, 
looked for support in the event of being expelled from Athens: 
he calculated upon Sigeium as a shelter, and upon JEantides as 
well as Darius as an ally. Neither the one nor the other failed 
him. 

The same circumstances which alarmed Hippias and rendered 
his dominion in Attica at once more oppressive and more 
odious, tended of course to raise the hopes of his enemies, the 
Athenian exiles, with the powerful Alkmreonids at their head. 
Believing the favourable moment to be come, they even 
ventured upon an invasion of Attica, and occupied a post called 
Leipsydrion in the mountain range of Parnes, which separates 
Attica from Bceotia.3 But their schemes altogether failed: 
Hippias defeated and drove them out of the country. His 
dominion now seemed confirmed, for the Lacedremonians were 
on terms of intimate friendship with him; and Amyntas king 
of Macedon, as well as the Thessalians, were his allies. Yet 
the exiles whom he had beaten in the open field succeeded in 

1 Herodot. vi. 39-103. Cornelius Nepos in his life of Miltiad~s con
founds in one biography the adventures of two persons-Miltiad~s son ·of 
Kypselus, the ceJ.:ist-and Miltiad~s son of Kim6n, the victor of Marathon 
-the uncle and the nephew. 

~ There is nothing that I know to mark the date except that it was 
earlier than the death of Hipparchus in 514 B.c., and also earlier than the 
expedition of Darius against the Scythians, about sr6 B.C., in which 
expedition Miltiades was engaged : see Mr. Clinton's Fasti Hellenici, and 
J. M. Schultz, Beitrag zu genaueren Zeitbestimmungen der Hellen. 
Geschichten von der 63sten bis zur 72sten Olympiade, p. r65, in the Kieler 
Philologische Studien, r841. 

8 Herodot. v. 62. The unfortunate struggle at Leipsydrion became after
wards the theme of a popular song (Athenreus, xv. p. 695) : see Hesychius, 
v. ll.eujlvBpwv, and Aristotle, Fragm. 'ABrwalwv lloA&'Te(a, 37, ed. Neumann. 

If it be true that Alkibiades, grandfather of the celebrated Alkibiades, 
took part with Kleisthen~s and the Alkmoeonid exiles in this struggle (see 
Isokrates, De Bigis, Or. xvi. p. 351) he must have been a mere youth. 
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an unexpected manreuvre, which, favoured by circumstimces, 
proved his ruin. · . 

By an accident which had occurred in the year 548 B.c.,1 the 
Delphian temple was. set on fire and burnt. To repair this 
grave loss was an object of solicitude to all Greece; but the 
outlay required was exceedingly heavy, ahd it appears to have 
been long before the money could be collected. The Amphi~ 
ktyons decreed that one-fourth of the cost should be borne by 
the Delphians themselves, who found themselves so heavily 
taxed by such assessment, that they sent envoys throughout all 
Gr:eece to- collect subscriptions in aid, and received, among 
other donations, from the Greek settlers in Egypt twenty 
mime, besides a large present of alum ,from the Egyptian king 
Amasis : their munificent benefactor Crresus fell a victim to 
the Persians in 546 B.c., so that his treasure was no longer 
open to them. The total sum required was three hundred 
talents (equal probably to about £II 5,6oo sterling) 2-a pro
digious amount to be collected from the dispersed Grecian 
cities, who acknowledged no common sovereign authority, and 
among whom the proportion reasonable to ask from e11ch was 
difficult to determine with satisfaction to all parties. At length 
however the money was collected, and the Amphiktyons were 
in a situation to make a contract for the building of the temple: 
The Alkmreonids, who had been in exile ever since the third 
and final acquisition of power by Peisistrat_us, took the contract. 
In executing it, they not only performed the work in the best 
manner, but even went much beyoz:d the terms stipulated; 
employing Parian marble for the frontage where the material 
prescribed to them was coarse stone.3 As was before remarked 
in the case of Peisistratus when he was in banishment, we are 

1 Pausan. x. 5, 5· 
2 Herodot. i, so, ii. 180. I have taken' the 300 talents of Herodotus as 

being JEginean talents, which are to Attic talents in the ratio of 5 : 3· The 
Inscriptions prove that the accounts of the temple were kept by the Am
phiktyons on the JEgimean scale of money : see Corpus Inscrip. Boeckh, 
No. 1688, and Boeckh, Metrologie, vii. 4· . 

3 Herodot, v. 62. The words of the historian would seem to imply that 
they only began to think of this scheme of building the temple after the 
defeat of Leipsydrion, and a year or two before the expulsion of Hippias; a
supposition quite inadmissible, since the temple must ha~lnaken some·years 
in building. / 

The loose and prejudiced statement in Philochor6s, affirming that the 
Peisistratids caused the Delphian temple to be burnt, and also that they 
were at last deposed by the victorious arm of the Alkmrellnids (Philochori 
Fragment. 70, ed. Didot) makes us feel the value of Herodotus and 
Thucydides as authorities. 
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surprised to find exiles (whose property had been confiscated) 
so amply furnished with money, unless we are to suppose that 
Kleisthenes the Alkm::eonid, grandson of the Sikyonian 
Kleisthenes,1 inherited through his mother wealth independent 
of Attica, and deposited it in the temple of the Samian Here. 
But the fact is unquestionable, and they gained signal reputa
tion throughout the Hellenic world for their liberal perform
ance of so important an enterprise. That the erection took 
considerable time, we cannot doubt. It seems to have been 
finished, as far as we can conjecture, about a year or two after 
the death of Hipparchus-512 B.c.-more than thirty years 
after the conflagration. 

To the Delphians, especially, the rebuilding of their temple 
on so superior a scale was the most essential of all services, 
and their gratitude towards the Alkm::eonids was proportionally 
great. Partly through such a feeling, partly through pecuniary 
presents, Kleisthenes was thus enabled to work the oracle for 
political purposes, and to call forth the powerful arm of Sparta 
against Hippias. Whenever any Spartan presented himself to 
consult the oracle, either on private or public business, the 
answer of the priestess was always in one strain-" Athens 
must be liberated." The constant repetition of that mandate 
at length extorted from the piety of the Laced::emonians a 
reluctant compliance. Reverence for the god overcame their 
strong feeling of friendship towards the Peisistratids, and 
Anchimolius son of Aster was despatched by sea to Athens 
at the head of a Spartan force to expel them. On landing at 
Phalerum, however, he found them already forewarned and 
prepared, as well as further strengthened by one thousand 
horse specially demanded from their allies in Thessaly. Upon 
the plain of Phalerum this latter force was found peculiarly 
effective, so that the division of Anchimolius were driven back 
to their ships with great loss, and he himself slain. 2 The 
defeated armament had probably been small, and its repulse 
only provoked the Laced::emonians to send a larger, under the 
command of their king Kleomenes in person, who on this 
occasion marched into Attica by land. On reaching the 
plain of Athens, he was assailed by the Thessalian horse, but 

1 Herodot. vi. 128; Cicero, De Legg. ii. 16. The deposit here men
tioned by Cicero, which may very probably have been recorded in an 
inscription in the temple, must have been made before the time of the 
Persian conquest of Samos-indeed before the death of Polykrat!ls in 522 
B. c., after which period the island fell at once into a precarious situation, 
and very soon afterwards into the greatest calamities. 

2 Herodot. v. 62, 63. 
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repelled them in .SO gallant a style, that they at once rode of( 
and returned to their ·native country ; abandoning their allies 
with a faithlessness not unfrequent in the Thessalian character. 
Kleomenes marched on without further resistance to Athens, 
1vhere he found himself, together with the Alkmre?nids and 
the malcontent Athenians generally, in possession of the town. 
At that time there was no fortification except round the 
acropolis, into which Hippias retired, with his mercenaries and 
the citizens most faithful to him ; having taken care to pro
vision it well beforehand, so that it was not less secure against 
famine than against assault. He might have defied the 
besieging force, which was noway prepared for a !_ong blockade. 
Yet, not altogether confiding in his position, he tried to send 
his children by stealth out of the country; in which proceeding 
the children were taken prisoners. To procure their restoration, 
Hippias consented to all that was demanded of him, and 
withdrew from Attica to Sigeium in the Troad within the 
space of five days. · 

Thus fell the Peisistratid dynasty in 510 B.C., fifty years· 
after the first usurpation of its founder. 1 It was put down· 
through the aid of foreigners, 2 and those foreigners, too, 
wishing well to it in their hearts, though hostile from a 
mistaken feeling of divine injunction. Yet both the circum
stances of its fall, and the course of events which followed, 
conspire to show that it possessed few attached friends in the . 
country, and that the expulsion of Hippias was welcomed 
unanimously by the vast majority of Athenians. His famiiy · 
and chi~f partisans would accompany him into exile-probably 
as a matter of course, without requiring any formal sentence 
of condemnation. An altar was erected in the acropolis, with 
a column hard by, commemorating both the past iniquity of 
the dethroned dynasty, and the names of all its members.3 

1 Herodot. v. 64, 65. 2 Thucyd. vi. 56, 57· 
3 Thucyd. vi. 55· ws ~ 7'E /3wp.'Os <T1}p.a(ve•, Kal .;, rnrjA.1} 1repl -ri}s -rwv 

Tuprlvvwv &.OtKlas, 7, ~j, .,. .. p , AB1walwv O.rcpo~r&AeL O"'Tct8elua. 
Dr. Thirlwall, after mentioning the departure of Hippias, proceeds as 

follows : "After his departure many l>evere measures were taken against his 
adherents, who appear to have been for a long time afterwards a formidable 
party. They were punished or repressed, some by death, others by exile or 
by the loss of their political privileges. The family of the 1 yrants was con
demned to perpetual banishment, and appears to have been excepted fr'om 
the most comprehensive decrees of amnesty passed in later times." (Hist. 
of Gr. ch. xi. vol. ii. p. 81.) 

I cannot but think that Dr. Thirl wall has here been misled by insufficient 
authority. He refers to the oration of Andokides de Mysteriis, sect 106 
and 78 (sect. 106 coincides in part with ch. 18 in the ed. of Dobrce).. An 

L 2 
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attentive reading of it will show that it is utterly unworthy of credit in 
regard to matters anterior to the speaker by one generation or more. The 
orators often permit themselves great licence in speaking of past facts, but 
Andokides in this chapter passes the bounds even of rhetorical licence. 
First, he states something not bearing the least analogy to the narrative of 
Herodotus as to the circumstances preceding the expulsion of the Peisi. 
stratids, and indeed tacitly setting aside that narrative; next he actually 
jumbles together the two capital and distinct exploits of Athens-the battle 
of Marathon and the repulse of Xerxes ten years after it. I state this latter 
charge in the words of Sluiter and Valckenaer, before I consider the 
former charge : "Verissime ad hrec verba notat V alckenaerius-Confundere 
videtur Andocides diversissima; Persica sub Miltiade et Dario et victoriam 
Marathoniam (v. 14)-qureque evenere sub Themistocle, Xerxis gesta. 
Hie urbem incendio delevit, non ille. (v. 20.) Nihil magis manifestum 
est, quam diversa ab oratore confundi." (Sluiter, Lection. Andocidere, p. 
147-l 

The criticism of these commentators is perfectly borne out by the words 
of the orator, which are too long to find a place here. But immediately 
prior to those words he expresses himself as follows, and this is the passage 
which serves as Dr. Thirlwall's authority: 01 -yd:p 1ra·rlpH ol VfLETEpOL, 
-yevofLIVwv -rjl 1r6ll.e1 """wv fLE')'rl.ll.wv, 8-re o/ -rvpavvot elxw T~ll '1!'6ll.tv, o 3~ 
Bil!Los lcpv-ye, lltl<f!<TaVTES IL"X6!LEIIOI -rovs Tvpcl.vvovs ~1rl ITall.ll.rwio/, <T-rpaT11· 
')'OVIITOS Aew-y&pov 'TOV 1rpo'll'ri.11"1fOV TOV JfLOV, t<ctl Xapiov o1i ~I<EilloS T~V ev-ya-rlpa 
Elxev J~ ~s o ~/LETepos ;jv 1r&1r'll'os, 1<a-reA86vTEs els -r!w 1rctTp{lio; roh !"~" 
a'll'li<TEII/all, 'TWII li~ cpv-y~v """'')'IIWO'<XII, TOVS li~ fLIVEIV '" -rfi 1r6Mt U<TctV'TES 
/)T{/LW<Tctll. 

Doth Sluiter (Lect. And. p. 8) and Dr. Thirlwall (Hist. p. 8o) refer this 
alleged victory of Leogoras and the Athenian demus to the action described 
by Herodotus (v. 64) as having been fought by Kleomenes of Sparta against 
the Thessalian cavalry. But the two events have not a single circumstance 
in common, except that each is a victory over the Peisistratidre or their 
allies: nor could they well be the same event described in different terms, 
seeing that Kleomenes, marching from Sparta to Athens, could not have 
fought the Thessalians at Pallene, which lay on the road from Marathon to 
Athens. Pallene was the place where Peisistratus, advancing from Mara
thon to Athens on occasion of his second restoration, gained his complete 
victory over the opposins: party, and marched on afterwards to Athens 
without further resistance (Herodot. i. 63). 

If then we compare the statement given by Andokides of the preceding 
circumstances whereby the dynasty of the Peisistratids was put down, with 
that given by Herodotus, we shall see that the two are radically different; 
we cannot blend them together, but must make our election between them. 
Not less different are the representations of the two as to the circumstances 
which immediately ensued on the fall of Hippias : they would scarcely 
appear to relate to the same event. That "the adherents of the Peisi
stratidre were punished or repressed, some by death, others by exile or by 
the loss of their political privileges,'' which is the assertion of Andokides 
and Dr. Thirlwall, is not only not stated by Herodotus, but is highly im
probable if we accept the facts which he does state; for he tells us that 
Hippias capitulated and agreed to retire while possessing ample means of 
resistance-simply from regard to the safety of his children. It is not to be 
supposed that he would leave his intimate partisans exposed to danger ; 
such of them as felt themselves obnoxious would naturally retire along with 
him; and if this be what is meant by "many persons condemned to exile," 
there is no reason to call it in question. But there is little probability that 
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any one was put to death, and still less probability that any w~re punished 
by the loss of their political privileges. Within a year afterwards came the 
comprehensive constitution of Kleisthen&s, to be described in the following 
chapter. Now I consider it eminently unlikely that there were a consider
able class of residents in Attica left out of this constitution, under the 
category of partisans of Peisistratus ; indeed the fact cannot be so, .if it be 
true that the very first person banished under the Kleisthenean ostracism 
was a person named Hipparchus, a kinsman of Peisistratus (Androtion, Fr. 
5, ed. Di.dot; Harpokration, v. ~z,.,.apxos); and this latter circumstance 
depends upon evidence better than that of Andokid&s. That there were a 
party in Attica attached to the Peisistratids I do not doubt. But that they 
were "a powerful party" (as Dr. Thirlwall imagines), I see nothing to 
show ; and the extraordinary vigour and unanimity of the Athenian people 
under the Kleisthenean constitution will go far to prove that such could not 
have been the case. 
. I will add another reason to evince how completely Andokidils miscon
ceives the history of Athens between sro-480 B.C. He says that when the 
Peisistratids were put down, many of their partisans were banished, many 
others allowed to stay at home with the loss of their political privileges; 
but that afterwards when the overwhelming dangers of the Persian invasion 
supervened, the people passed a vote to restore the exiles and to remove the 
existing disfranchisements at home. He would thus have us believe that 
the exiled partisans of the Peisistratids were all restored, and the disfran
chised partisans of the Peisistratids all enfra11chised, just at the moment of 
the Persian invasion, and with the view of enabling Athen:s better to repel 
that grave danger. This is nothing less than a glaring mistake; for the first 
Persian invasion was undertaken with the express view of restoring Hippias, 
and with the presence of Hippias himself at Marathon; while· the ·second 
Persian invasion was also brought on in part by the instigation of his family: 
Persons who had remained in exile or in a state of disfranchisement down 
to that time, in consequence of their attachment to the Peisistratids, could 
not in common prudence be called into action at the moment of peril to 
help in repelling Hippias himself.. It is very true that the exiles and the 
disfranchised were re-admitted, shortly before the invasion of Xerxils, and 
under the then pressing calalnities of the state. ·But these persons were not 
philo·Peisistratids; they were a number gradually accumulated from the 
sentences of exile and (atimy or) disfranchisement every year passed at 
Athens. These were punishments applied by the Athenian law to various 
crimes and public omissions-th"e persons so sentenced were not politically 
disaffected, and their aid would then be of use in defending the state against 
a foreign enemy. . . . . 

In regard to "the exception of the family of Peisistratus from the most 
comprehensive decrees of amnesty passed in ·later times," I will also reinark, 
that in the decree of amnesty there is no· mention of them by name, nor any 
special exception made against them : among a list of various categories 
excepted, those are named "who have been condemned to death or exile 
either as murderers or as despots" (~ crtpa")'e1i<nv ~, 'Tvpdvvois; . Andokid. c: 
13). It is by no means certain that the descendants of Peisistratus would be 
comprised in this exception, which mentions only the person himself con• 
demned; but even if this were otherwise, the exception is a mere continu
ance of similar words of exception in the old Solonian Jaw, anterior to 
Peisistratus ; and therefore affords no indiCation of particular feeling against 
the Peisistratids. 

Andokid&s is· a useful authority for the politics of· Athens in his own time 
(between 420-390 B.c.}, but in regard.· t<l"the previous·history of Athens 
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CHAPTER XXXI 

GRECIAN AFFAIRS AFTER THE EXPULSION OF THE PEISISTRA
TIDS-REVOLUTION OF KLEJSTHENES AND ESTABLISHMENT 

OF DEMOCRACY AT ATHENS 

Wrm Hippias disappeared the mercenary Thraciangarrison, 
upon which he and his father before him had leaned for 
defence as well as for enforcement of authority. Kleomenes 
with his Lacedremonian forces retired also, after staying only 
long enough to establish a personal friendship, productive 
subsequently of important consequences, between the Spartan 
king and the Athenian Isagoras. The Athenians were thus 
left to themselves, without any foreign interference to constrain 
them in their political arrangements. 

It has been mentioned in the preceding chapter, that the 
Peisistratids had for the most part respected the forms of the 
Solonian constitution. The nine archons, and the probouleutic 
or preconsidering Senate of Four Hundred (both annually 
changed), still continued to subsist, together with occasional 
meetings of the people-or rather of such portion of the 
people as was comprised in the gentes, phratries, and four 
Ionic tribes. The timocratic classification of Solon (or quad
ruple scale of income and admeasurement of political franchises 
according to it) also continued to subsist-but all within the 
tether and subservient to the purposes of the ruling family, 
who always kept one of their number as real master, among 
the chief administrators, and always retained possession of the 
acropolis as well as of the mercenary force. 

That overawing pressure being now removed by the expulsion 
of Hippias, the enslaved forms became at once endued with 
freedom and reality. There appeared again, what Attica had 

between 510-480 B.c., his assertions are so loose, confused, ~and unscrupu
lous, that he is a witness of no value. The mere circumstance noted by 
Valckenaer, that he has confounded together Marathon and Salamis, would 
be sufficient to show this. But when we add to such genuine ignorance his 
mention of his two great-grandfathers in prominent and victorious leadership, 
which it is hardly credible that they could ever have occupied-when we 
recollect that the facts which he alleges to have preceded and accompanied 
the expulsion of the Peisistratids are not only at variance with those stated 
by Herodotus, but so contrived as to found a factitious analogy for the cause 
which he is himself pleading-we shall hardly be able to acquit him ot 
something worse than ignorance in his deposition. 
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not known for thirty years, declared political parties, and· 
pronounced opposition between two men as leaders-on one 
side, Isagoras son of Tisander, a person of illustrious descent 
-on the other, Kleisthenes the Alkm::eonid, not less illustrious, 
and possessing at this moment a claim on the gratitude of his 
countrymen as the most persevering as well as the most 
effective foe of the dethroned despots. In what manner such 
opposition wa:s carried on we are nor told. It would seem to 
have been not altogether pacific; but at any rate, Kleisthen~s 
had the worst of it, and in consequence of this defeat (says 
the historian), "he took into partnership the people, who had 
been before excluded from everything." 1 His partnership 
with the people gave birth to the Athenian democracy: it was 
a real and important revolution. 

The political franchise, or the character of an Athenian 
citizen, both before and since Solon, had been confined to the 
primitive four Ionic tribes, each of which was an aggregate 
of so many close corporations or quasi-families-the gentes. 
and the phratries. None of the residents in Attica, therefore, 
except those included in some gens or phratry, had any part 
in the political franchise. Such non-privileged residents were 
probably at all times numerous, and became more and more 
so by means of fresh settlers. Moreover they tended most to 
multiply in Athens and Peir::eus, where immigrants, would 
commonly establish- themselves. Kleisthenes, breaking down 
the existing wall of privilege, imparted the political franchise 
to the excluded mass. But this could not be done by enrolling 
them in new gentes or phratries, created in addition to the old; 
For the gentile tie was founded upon old faith and feeling 
which in the existing state of the Greek mind could not be 
suddenly conjured up as a bond of union for comparative 
strangers. It could only be done by disconnecting the franchise 
altogether from the Ionic tribes as well as from the gentes 
which constituted them, and by redistributing the population 
into new tribes with a character and purpose exclusively 
political. Accordingly Kleisthenes abolished the four Ionic 
tribes, and created in their place ten new tribes founded upon 
a different principle, independent of the gentes and phratries . 
. Each of his new tribes comprised a certain number of demes 
or cantons, with the enrolled proprietors and residents in each 
of them. The demes taken altogether included the entire 

1 Herodot. v. 66-69. ~O"O"obp.•vos lie ii KA.Et0"8iv71s ·rlw lifip.uv 7rpoO"ETa.c;{. 
(e-rcu-&s -yap oh TOP 'A87]va.{wv lifip.ov, 7rponpov U.-.rwO"p.EVDJI 7r&v-rwv, TO"Tf 
7rp0S TfiV ~WUTOV f10{p7]V 7rpOO".ef/ICU.T01 &c, _ 
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surface of Attica, so that the K!eisthenean constitution admitted 
to the political franchise all the free native Athenians ; and 
not merely these, but also many metics, and even some of the 
superior order of slaves.1 Putting out of sight the general 
body of slaves, and regarding only the free inhabitants, it was 
in point of fact a scheme approaching to universal suffrage, 
both political and judicial. 

The slight and cursory manner in which Herodotus announces 
this memorable revolution tends to make us overlook its real 
importance. He dwells chiefly on the alteration in the number 
and names of the tribes : Kleisthenes, he says, despised the 
Ionians so much, that he would not tolerate the continuance 
in Attica of the four tribes which prevailed in the Ionic cities,2 

deriving their names from the four sons of Ion-just as his 
grandfather the Sikyonian Kleisthenes, hating the Dorians, 
had degraded and nicknamed the three Dorian tribes at 
Sikyon. Such is the representation of Herodotus, who seems 
himself to have entertained some contempt for the Ionians,3 

and therefore to have suspected a similar feeling where it had 
no real existence. 

But the scope of Kleisthenes was something far more 
extensive. He abolished the four ancient tribes, not because 
they were Ionic, but because they had become incommensurate 
with the existing condition of the Attic people, and because 

1 Aristot. Polit. iii. I, IO; vi. 2, II. KA..,u8~v7Js-•roA.A.oos lq>vA.tT<vu~ 
~~vovs Ka.llio~ll.ovs p.eTo(t<ovs. 

Several able critics, and Dr. Thirlwall among the number, consider this 
passage as affording no sense, and assume some conjectural emendation to 
be indispensable ; though there is no particular emendation which suggests 
itself as pre-eminently plausible. Under these circumstances, I rather 
pref~r to make the best of the words as they stand ; which, though unusual, 
seem to me not absolutely inadmissible. The expression ~Evos Jl.EToucos 
(which is a perfectly good one, as we find in Aristoph. Equit. 347-et 1rov 
lit~<llitov d1ra.s ·~ K<na ~~vov p.<Tolt<ov) may be considered as the correlative to 
llovA.ovs p.eTo(t<ous-the last word being construed both with liovA.ous and 
with {lvovs. I apprehend that there always must have been in Attica a 
certain number of intelligent slaves living apart from their masters (xwpb 
oi«oilnes), in a state between slavery and freedom, working partly on con
dition of a fixed payment to him, partly for themselves, and perhaps 
continuing to pass nominally as slaves after they had bought their liberty 
by instalments. Such men would be lioi!A.ot p.~ToLiwt: indeed there are 
cases in which llofiA.ot signifies freedmen (Meier, De Gentilitate Attica, p. 
6}: they must have been industrious and pushing men, valuable partisans 
to a political revolution. SeeK. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der Griech. Staats 
Alterth. ch. III, not. 15. 

2 Herodot. v. 6g. KA.Eto-8€v7}s-fnreptlid>v "Iwvas, Yva p.~ uq>tu< al aU-ral 
¥wut <j>vll.al. l«lL "Iwut. 

3 Such a disposition seems evident in Herodot. i. I43· 
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such abolition procured both for himself and for his political 
scheme new·as well as hearty allies. And, indeed, if we study 
the circumstances of the case, we shall see very·obvious reasons 
to suggest the proceeding. For inore than thirty years-an 
entire generation-the old constitution had been a mere empty 
formality, working only in subservience 'to the reigning dynasty, 
and stripped of all real controlling power. We may ·be very 
sure, therefore, that both the Senate of Four ·HinJ.dred and the 
popular assembly, divested of ·that free speech which imparted 
to them not only all their value but all their charm, had come 
to be of little public estimation, and were ·probably attended 
only by a few . partisans. . Under such circumstances, the 
difference between qualified citizens and men not so qualified 
-between members of the four old. triDes and men ·not 
'me'mbers-became during this period practically effaced. This 
in fact was the only species of·good ·which a Grecian despotism 
ever seems to ·have done. It confounded the privileged and 
the non-privileged under one coercive authority common 'to • 
both, so that the. distinction between the two was not easy to 
revive when the despotism passed away. As soon a's Hippias 
was. expelled, the senate and the public assein'bly regain·ed 
'their efficiency; but had they been continued on the old 
footing, including none but members of the four tnbes, these 
tribes would have been re-invested with a privilege which in 
reality they had so long lost, that, its revival wouid have 
seemed an odious novelty, and the remaining population 
would probably not have submitted to it. If in addition we 
consider the political excitement of the rnoment---:the restora
tion of one body of men from exile, and the departure of 
another body into exile-the· outpouring of lorig-stippressed 
hatred, partly against these Very forms by the corruption of 
which the despot had reigned-we shall see that prudence a.s 
well as patriotism dictated the adoption of ah enlarged scheme 
of government. Kleisthenes had learnt some wisdom during 
his long :exile; and as he probably continued for some time 
after the introduction of his hew constitution, io be the chief 
adviser of his countrymen, we ni.ay consider their extraordinary 
success as a testimony to his prudence and skill not less thari 
to their courage and unanimity. 

Nor does it seem unreasonable to give him credit for a hiore 
generous forward movement than what is implied in the lite.ral 
account bf Herodotus. Instead of being forced against his 
will to purchase po,pular support by proposing . this new con
stitution, Kleisthenes may have proposed it before, du.riri~·.tht;l 
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discussions which immediately followed the retirement of 
Hippias; so that the rejection of it formed the ground of 
quarrel (and no other ground is mentioned) between him and 
Isagoras. The latter doubtless found sufficient support, in the 
existing senate and public assembly, to prevent it from being 
carried without an actual appeal to the people. His opposition 
to it, moreover, is not difficult to understand ; for necessary as 
the change had become, it was not the less a shock to ancient 
Attic ideas. It radically altered the very idea of a tribe, which 
now became an aggregation of demes, not of gentes-of fellow
demots, not of fellow-gentiles. It thus broke up those associ
ations, religious, social, and political, between the whole and 
the parts of the old system, which operated powerfully on the 
mind of every old-fashioned Athenian. The patricians at Rome 
who composed the gentes and curire-and the plebs, who had 
no part in these corporations-fq_rmed for a long time two 
separate and opposing factions in the same city, each with its 
own separate organisation. Only by slow degrees did the plebs 
gain ground, while the political value of the patrician gens was 
long maintained alongside of and apart from the plebeian tribe. 
So too, in the Italian and German cities of the middle ages, the 
patrician families refused to part with their own separate political 
identity when the guilds grew up by the side of them; even 
though forced to renounce a portion of their power, they con
tinued to be a separate fraternity, and would not submit to be 
regimented anew, under an altered category and denomination, 
along with the traders who had grown into wealth and import
ance.! But the reform of Kleisthenes effected this change all 
at once, both as to the name and as to the reality. In some cases, 
indeed, that which had been the name of a gens was retained 
as the name of a deme, but even then the old gentiles were 
ranked indiscriminately among the remaining demots. The 
Athenian people, politically considered, thus became one homo
geneous whole, distributed for convenience into parts, numerical, 
local, and politically equal. It is however to be remembered, 
that while the four Ionic tribes were abo\ished, the gentes and 
phratries which composed them were left untouched, continuing 
to subsist as family and religious associations, though carrying 
with them no political privilege. 

The ten newly-created tribes, arranged in an established order 

1 In illustration of what is here stated, see the account of the modifications 
of the constitution of Zurich, in Bllintschli, Staats und Rechts Geschichte 
der Stadt Zurich, book iii. ch. 2, p. 322 ; also, Kortlim, Entstehungs 
Geschicht~;: de~ Fn;istii~tischen Blinde im Mittelalter, ch. 5, p. 74-75· 
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of precedence, were · called-Erechtheis, JEgeis, Pandionis, 
Leontis, Akamantis, CEneis, Kekropis, Hippothoontis, JEantis, 
Antiochis ; names borrowed chiefly from the respected heroes 
of Attic legend. This number remained unaltered until the 
year 305 B.C., when it was increased to twelve by the addition 
of two new tribes, Antigonias and Demetrias, aftenvards desig
nated anew by the names of Ptolemais and· Attalis : the mere 
names of these last two, borrowed from living kings, and not 
from legendary heroes, betray the change from freedom to sub
servience at Athens. Each tribe comprised a certain number of 
demes-cantons, parishes, or townships-in Attica. But the 
total number of these demes is not distinctly ascertained; for 
though we know that in the time of Polem6 (the third century 
B.C.) it was one hundred and seventy-four; we cannot be sure 
that it had always remained the same; and several critics 
construe the words of Herodotus to imply that Kleisthenes at 
first recognised exactly one hundre.d demes, distributed in equal 
proportion among his ten tribes.! Such. construction of the 
words however is more than doubtful, while the fact itself is 
improbable; partly because if the change of number had been so 
considerable as the difference between one hundred and one 
ht;ndred and seventy-four, some positive evidence of it would 
probably be found-partly because Kleisthenes would indeed have 
a motive to render the amount of citizen population nearly equal, 
but no motive to render the number of demes equal, in each of 
the ten tribes. It is well known how-great is the force of local 
habits, and how unalterable are parochial or cantonal boundaries. 
In the absence of proof to the contrary, therefore, we may reason
ably suppose the number and circumscription of the demes, as 
found or modified by Kleisthenes, to have subsisted afterwards. 

1 Herodot. v. 69. 1i€1<a lie ttal -rolls li~p.ovs ~ta-rtv~p.~ ls -rO.s tpvA.ds. 
Schomann contends that Kleisthen~s established exactly one hundred 

demes to the ten tribes (De Comitiis Atheniensium, Prref. p. xv. and p. 
363, and Antiquitat. Jur. Pub. Grrec. ch. xxii. p. 260), and K. F. Hermann 
( Lehrbuch der Griech. Staats Alt. ch. II I) thinks that this is what Herodo
tus meant to affirm, though he does not believe the fact to have really 
stood so. 

There is a difficulty in .the construction of these words-lil~ta o~ J<al -rovs 
O~J.!ovs l<a-r<v~p.• ls -rO.s tpuA.ds, In my former edition, I followed many 
commentators, in joining lil~ta with tpull.ds; which, though it brings out the 
sense required, is embarras>ing from the position of the words. Mr. Scott 
(of Trinity College, Cambriclge) has pointed out what seems a better con
st~uction,, bringing out the same sense. He joins 1i€1<a, not with <J>v.ll.dr, but 
w1th ~tanv<J.!<, upon the analogy of various passages-Xenophon. Cyropred. 
vii. s. 13. T~ trTpd-r~v,ua l<a'TtVflJ.!< oC:,Ii<l<a p.ep7]-Plato, Politicusp. 283 D. 
lidll.wJ.!EV -rolvvv ab-r~v livo J.!tp71-Herodotus, vii. 121. -rp<<s J.!oipas o E€pE11s 
Oatrdp.EVOS 1rdVTa -rlw nl(ov trTpOO-r~v-and various other passages. 
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with little alteration, at least until the increase in the number 
of the tribes. 

There is another point, however, which is at once more certain, 
and more important to notice. The demes which Kleisthenes 
assigned to each tribe were in no case all adjacent to each 
other : and therefore the tribe, as a whole, did not correspond 
with any continuous portion of the territory, nor could it have 
any peculiar local interest, separate from the entire community. 
Such systematic avoidance of the factions arising out of 
neighbourhood will appear to have been more especially 
necessary, when we recollect that the quarrels of the Parali, 
the Diakrii, the Pediaki, during the preceding century, had all 
been generated from local feud, though doubtless artfully 
fomented by individual ambition. Moreover it was only by 
this same precaution that the local predominance of the city, 
and the formation of a city-interest distinct from that of the 
country, was obviated ; which could hardly have failed to arise 
had the city by itself constituted either one deme or one tribe. 
Kleisthenes distributed the city (or found it already distributed) 
into several demes, and those demes among several tribes; while 
Peirreus and Phalerum, each constituting a separate deme, were 
also assigned to different tribes ; so that there were no local 
advantages either to bestow predominance, or to create a struggle 
for predominance, of one tribe over the rest. I Each deme had 
its own local interests to watch over; but the tribe was a mere 

1 The deme Melz't; belonged to the tribe Kekropis ; Kollytus, to the tribe 
A!:g~is ; Kydathenceon, to the tribe Pandionis ; Kerameis, or Kerameikus, 
to the Akamantis; SkambOnidt?, to the Leontis. 

All these five were demes within the city of Athens, and all belonged to 
different tribe>. 

Peirceus belonged to the Hippothoontis ; Phali?rum, to the A!:antis ; 
Xypeti?, to the Kekropis; Thyma:tadce, to the Hippothoi:intis. These four 
demes, adjoining to each other, formed a sort of quadruple local union, for 
festi,•als and other purposes, among themselves; though three of them 
belonged to different tribes. 

See the list of the Attic demes, with a careful statement of their localities 
in so far as ascertained, in Professor Ross, Die Demen von Attika, Halle 
1846. The distribution of the city·demes, and of Peirreus and Phal~rnm, 
among different tribes, appears to me a clear proof of the intention of the 
original distributors. It shows that they wished from the beginning to 
make the demes constituting each tribe discontinuous, and that they desired 
to prevent both the growth of separate tribe· interests and ascendency of one 
tribe over the rest: it contradicts the belief of those who suppose that the 
tribe was at first composed of continuous demes, and that the breach of 
continuity arose from subsequent changes. 

Of course there were many cases in which adjoining demes belonged to 
the same tribe ; but not one of the ten tribes was made up altogether of 
adjoining demes. 
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aggregate of demes for political, military, and religious purposes, 
with no' separate hopes or fears apart from the whole state. 
Each tribe had a chapel, sacred rites and festivals, and a 
c·ommon fund for such meetings, in honour of its eponymous 
hero, administered by members of its own choice: 1 and the 
statues ofall the ten eponymous heroes, fraternal patrons of the 
democracy, were planted in the most conspicuous ·part of the 
agora of Athens. In the future workiilg of the Athenian govern
ment, we shall trace no symptom of disquieting local factions
a capital amendment, compared with the disputes of the pre
ceding century, and traceable in part to the absence of border
relations between demes of the same tribe. 

The deme now became !he primitive constituent element of 
the commonwealth, both as to persons and as to property. It 
had its own demarch, its register of enrolled citizens, its col
lective property, its public meetings and religious ceremonies, its 
taxes levied and administered by itself. The register of qualified 
citizens 2 was kept by the demarch, and the inscription of new 
citizens took place at the assembly of the demots, whose legiti
mate sons were enrolled on attaining the age of eighteen, and 
their adopted sons at any time when presented and sworn to by 
the adopting citizen. The citizenship could only be granted 
by a public vote of the people, but wealthy non-freemen were 
enabled sometimes to evade this law and purchase admission 
upon the register of some poor deme, probably by means of a 

: fictitious adoption: At the meetings of the demots, the register 
was called over, and it sometimes happened that some names 
were expunged, in which case the party thus disfranchised had 
an appeal to the popular judicature. 3 So great was the local 
administrative power, however, of these demes, that they are 
described as the substitute,4 under the Kleisthenean system, for 
the Naukraries under the Solonian and ante-Solonian. The 
Trittyes and Naukraries, though nominally preserved, and the 

1 See Boeckh, Corp. Insctiptt. No. 85, 128, 2I3, &c. 
2 We may remark that this register was called by a special name, the 

Lexiarchic register; while the primitive register of phrators and gentiles 
always retained, even in the time of the orators, its original name of the 
common register.-Harpokration, v. Ko1vlw -ypap.p.aTe'iov Kal /1.7J~!&pxuc6v. 

3 See Schiimann, Antiq. Jur. P. Grrec. ch. xxiv. The oration of Demo
sthenes against Eubulides is instructive about these proceedings of the 
assembled demots : compare Harpokration, .v. tuaif!-hcp•O'•s, and Meier, De 
Bonis Damnatorum, ch. xii. p. 78, &c. 

4 Aristot. Fragment. de Republ., ed. Neumann-'A87]v. ?ro/l.l'T. Fr. 40 · 
p; 88 ; Schol. ad Aristophan. Ran. 37 ; Harpokration, v. l!..f,p.apxos..:_ 
NavKpap•Kcf; Photius, v. NavKpapia. 
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latter augmented in number from forty-eight to fifty, appear 
henceforward as of little public importance. 

Kleisthenes preserved, but at the same time modified and 
expanded, all the main features of Solon's political constitution ; 
the public assembly or Ekklesia-the pre-considering senate 
composed of members from all the tribes~and the habit of 
annual election, as well as.annual responsibility of magistrates, 
bv and to the Ekklesia. The full value must now have been 
f~lt of possessing such pre-existing institutions to build upon, 
at a moment of perplexity and dissension. But the Kleisthe
nean Ekklesia acquired new strength, and almost a new character, 
from the great increase of the number of citizens qualified to 
attend it; while the annually-changed senate, instead of being 
composed of four hundred members taken in equal proportion 
from each of the old four tribes, was enlarged to five hundred, 
taken equally from each of the new ten tribes. It now comes 
before us, under the name of Senate of Five Hundred, as an 
active and indispensable body throughout the whole Athenian 
democracy: moreover the practice now seems to have begun 
(though the period of commencement cannot be decisively 
proved) of determining the names of the senators by lot. Both 
the senate thus constituted, and the public assembly, were far 
more popular and vigorous than they had been under the 
original arrangement of Solon. 

The new constitution of the tribes, as it led to a change in 
the annual senate, so it transformed no less directly the military 
arrangements of the state, both as to soldiers and as to officers. 
The citizens called upon to serve in arms were now marshalled 
according to tribes-each tribe having its own taxiarchs as 
officers for the hoplites, and its own phylarch at the head of 
the horsemen. Moreover there were now created, for the first 
time, ten strategi or generals, one from each tribe; and two 
hipparchs, for the supreme command of the horsemen. Under 
the prior Athenian constitution it appears that the command of 
the military force had been vested in the third archon or polem
arch, no strategi then existing. Even after the strategi had 
been created, under the Kleisthenean constitution, the polem
arch still retained a joint right of command along with them 
-as we are told at the battle of Marathon, where Kallimachus 
the polemarch not only enjoyed an equal vote in the council of 
war along with the ten strategi, but even occupied the post of 
honour on the right wing.1 The ten generals, annually changed, 
are thus (like the ten tribes) a fruit of the Kleisthenean con-

1 Herodot. vi. 109-1 II. 
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stitution, which was at the same time powerfully strengthened 
and protected by this remodelling of the military force. The 
functions of the generals became more extensive as the 
democracy advanced, so that they seem to have acquired gradu
ally not merely the direction of military and naval affairs, but 
also that of the foreign relations of the city generally-while the 
nine archons, including the polemarch, were by degrees lowered 
down from that full executive and judicial competence which 
they had once enjoyed, to the simple ministry of police and 
preparatory justice. Encroached upon by the strategi on one 
side, they were also restricted in efficiency, on the other side, by 
the rise of the popular dikasteries or numerous jury-courts. We 
may be sure that these popular dikasteries had not been per
mitted to meet or to act under the despotism of the Peisistratids, 
and that the judicial business of the city must then have been 
conducted partly by the senate of Areopagus, partly by the 
archons ; perhaps with a nominal responsibility of the latter, at 
the end of their year of office, to an acquiescent Ekklesia. And 
if we even assume it to be true, as some writers contend, that 
the habit of direct popular judicature (over and above this 
annual trial of responsibility) had been partially introduced by 
Solon, it must have been discontinued during the long coercion 
exercised by the supervening dynasty. But the outburst of 
_popular spirit, which lent force to Kleisthenes, doubtless carried 
.the people into direct action as jurors in the aggregate Helicea, 
not less than as voters in the Ekklesia-and the change was 
thus begun which contributed to degrade the archons from thejr 
pri~itive character as judges, into the lower function of pre
liminary examiners and presidents of a jury. Such convocation 
of numerous juries, beginning first with the aggregate body of 
sworn citizens above thirty years of age, and subsequently 
dividing them into separate bodies or pannels for trying 
particular causes, became gradually more frequent and more 
systematised ; until at length, in the time of Perikles, it was 
made to carry a small pay, and stood out as one of the most 
prominent features of Athenian life. We cannot particularise 
the different steps whereby such final development was attained, 
and whereby the judicial competence of the archon was cut 
down to the mere power of inflicting a small fine. But the 
first steps of it are found in the revolution of Kleisthenes, and 
it seems to have been consummated after the battle of Platcea. 
Of the function exercised by the nine archons, as well as by 
many other magistrates and official persons at Athens, in con
voking a dikastery or jury-court, bringing on causes for trial, and 
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presiding over the trial-a function constituting one of the 
marks of superior magistracy, and called the Hegemony or 
presidency of a dikastery-I shall speak more at length here
after. At present I wish merely to bring to view the increased 
and increasing sphere of action on which the people entered at 
the memorable turn of affairs now before us. 

The financial affairs of the city underwent at this epoch as 
complete a change as the military. The appointment of 
magistrates and officers by tens, one from each tribe, seems to 
have become the ordinary practice. A board of ten, called 
Apodektre, were invested with the supreme management of 
the exchequer, dealing with the contractors as to those portions 
of the revenue which were farmed, receiving all the taxes from 
the collectors, and disbursing them under competent authority. 
Of this board the first nomination is expressly ascribed to 
Kleisthenes, 1 as a substitute for certain persons called Kola
kretre, who had performed the same function before and who 
were now retained only for subordinate services. The duties 
of the Apodektre were afterwards limited to receiving the public 
income, and paying it over to the ten treasurers of the goddess 
Athene, by whom it was kept in the inner chamber of the Par
thenon, and disbursed as needed; but this more complicated 
arrangement cannot be referred to Kleisthenes. From his 
time forward too, the Senate of Five'' Hundred steps far be
yond its original duty of preparing matters for the discussion 
of the Ekklesia. It embraces, besides, a large circle of admin
istrative and general superintendence, which hardly admits of 
any definition. Its sittings become constant, with the excep
tion of special holidays. The year is distributed into ten 
portions called Prytanies-the fifty senators of each tribe 
taking by turns the duty of constant attendance during one 
prytany, and receiving during that time the title of The Pry
tanes : the order of precedence among the tribes in these 
duties was annually determined by lot. In the ordinary Attic 
year of twelve lunar months, or 354 days, six of the prytanes 
contained thirty-five days, four of them contained thirty-six: 
in the intercalated years of thirteen months, the number of 
days was thirty-eight and thirty-nine respectively. Moreover a 
further subdivision of the prytany into five periods of seven 
days each, and of the fifty tribe-senators into five bodies of ten 
each, was recognised. Each body of ten presided in the sen
ate for one period of seven days, drawing lots every day among 
their number for a new chairman called Epistates, to whom 

1 Harpokration, v. 'A7rOOE~<To.<. 
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during his day of office were confided the keys-;;f the acropolis 
and the treasury, together with the city seal. The _remaining 
senators, not belonging to the·prytanising tribe; might of course 
attend if they chose. But the attendance of: nine among them, 
one from each of the remaining nine tribes, was imperatively 
necessary to constitute a valid meeting, and to ensure a con
stant representation of the collective people. 

During. those later times known to us through the great orators, 
the Ekklesia, or formal assembly .of the citizens, was convoked 
four times regularly during each prytany, or oftener if necessity 
required-usually by the senate, though the strategi had also 
the· power of convoking ,it by their own authority. It was pre-

- sided over by the prytanes, and questions were put to the vote 
by their Epistates or chairman.· But the nine representatives 
of the non-prytanising tribes were always present as. a matter 
of course, and seem indeed in the days of the orators to have 
acquired to themselves the direction of it,-together with the 
right of putting questions for the vote 1-setting aside wholly 
or partially the fifty prytanes. ·When we carry our attention 
back, however, ·to the state of the Ekklesia, as first organised 
by Kleisthenes (I have already remarked that expositors of the 
Athenian constitution are too apt to. neglect the distinction of 
times, and· to suppose that what was the practice between 4oo~ 
330 B.C. had been always the practice), it will appear probable 
that ne provided one regular meeting in each prytany, and no 
more·; giving to the senate imd the strategi power of convening 
special meetings if needful, but establishing one Ekklesia dur
ing each prytany, or ten in the year, as a regular necessity of 
state. How often. the ancient Ekklesia had been convoked 
during the interval between Solon and Peisistratus, we cannot 
exactly say-probably but seldom during the year. Under the 
Peisistratids, its convocation had dwindled down into an in
operative formality. Hence the re-establishment of it by 
Kleisthenes, not merely with plenary determining powers, but· 
also under full notice and preparation of matters beforehand, 
together with the best securities for orderly procedure; was in 
itself a revolution impressive to the mind of every Athenian 
citizen; To render the Ekklesia efficient, it was indispensable 
that its meetings should be both frequent and free. Men were 
thus trained to the duty. both of speakers and hearers, and each 
man; while he felt that he exercised his share of influence on 

1 See the valuable treatise of Schiimann, De Comitiis, passim; also his 
Antiq. Jur. PubL Gr. ch. xxxi. ; Harpokration, v. Kvpla. 'Ei""?J"la.; Pollux, 
viii. 95· 
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the decision, identified his own safety and happiness with the 
vote of the majority, and became familiarised with the notion 
of a sovereign authority which he neither could nor ought to 
resist. This was an idea new to the Athenian bosom. With 
it came the feelings sanctifying free speech and equal law
words which no Athenian citizen ever afterwards heard un
moved : together with that sentiment of the entire common
wealth as one and indivisible, which always overruled, though 
it did not supplant, the local and cantonal specialties. It is 
not too much to say that these patriotic and ennobling im
pulses were a new product in the Athenian mind, to which 
nothing analogous occurs even in the time of Solon. They 
were kindled in part doubtless by the strong reaction against 
the Peisistratids, but still more by the fact that the opposing 
leader, Kleisthenes, turned that transitory feeling to the best 
possible account, and gave to it a vigorous perpetuity, as well 
as a well-defined positive object, by the popular elements con
spicuous in his constitution. His name makes less figure in 
history than we should expect, because he passed for the mere 
renovator of Solon's scheme of government after it had been 
overthrown by Peisistratus. Probably he himself professed 
this object, since it would facilitate the success of his pro
positions : and if we confine ourselves to the letter of the case, 
the fact is in a great measure true, since the annual senate and 
the Ekklesia are both Solonian-but both of them under his 
reform were clothed in totally new circumstances, and swelled 
into gigantic proportions. How vigorous was the burst of 
Athenian enthusiasm, altering instantaneously the position of 
Athens among the powers of Greece, we shall hear presently 
from the lips of Herodotus, and shall find still more 
unequivocally marked in the facts of his history. 

But it was not only the people formally installed in their 
Ekklesia, who received from Kleisthenes the real attributes of 
sovereignty-it was by him also that the people were first 
called into direct action as dikasts or jurors. I have already 
remarked that this custom may be said, in a certain limited 
sense, to have begun in the time of Solon, since that lawgiver 
invested the popular assembly with the power of pronouncing 
the judgement of accountability upon the archons after their 
year of office. Here again the building, afterwards so spacious 
and stately, was erected on a Solonian foundation, though it 
was not itself Solonian. That the popular dikasteries, in the 
elaborate form in which they existed from Perikles downward, 
were introduced all at once by Kleisthenes, it is impossible to 
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believ:. Yet the steps by which they we~e gradually wrought 
out are,not;distinctly discoverable .. !t would rathe~ seem, that 
at first only .the aggregate body of Citizens above thirty years of 
age exercised judicial functions,. being specially convoked and 
sworn to try persons accused of public crimes, and when . so 
employed bearing the name of the Helirea, or Heliasts ; private 
offences and disputes between man and man being still deter
mined by individ~al magistrates in the city, and a considerable 
judicial power still residing in the Senate of Areopagus. There 
is reason to believe that this was the state of things established 
by Kleisthenes, which afterwards came to be altered by tne 
greater extent of judicial duty gradually accruing to the Heliasts, 
so that it was necessary to subdivide the collective Helirea. . 

According to the subdivision, as practised in the times best 
known, 6ooo citizens above thirty years of age were annually 
selected by lot out of the whole num~er, 6oo from ead~ of the 
ten tribes : sooo of thes~ citizens were arranged in ten pannels 
or decuries of soo each, the remaining 1ooo being reserved to 
fill up vacan<;ies in case of death or absence among the former. 
The whole 6ooo 'took a prescribed oath, couched in very strik
ing·words; after which every man received a ticket inscribed 
with his own name as well as with a letter designating his 
decury. When there were causes or crimes ripe for triat, the 
Thesmothets or six inferior archons determined by lot, first, 
which decuries. should sit, according to the number wanted
next, in which court, or under the presidency of what magis
trate, the decdry B or E · should sit, so that it could not be 
known beforehand in what cause each would be judge. In 
the number of persons who actually attended and sat, how
ever, there seems to have .been much variety, and sometimes 
two decuries sat together.! The arrangement here described, 

1 See in particular on this subject the treatise of Schi:imann, De Sortitione 
Judicum (Gripswald, 1820), and the work of the same author, Antiq. Jur. 
Pub!. Grrec. ch. 49-55, p. 264 s&qq. ; also Heffler, Die Athenaische 
Gerichtsverfassung, part ii. ch. 2, p. 51 seqq. ; )\1eier und Sc,hi:imann, Der • 
Attische Prozess, p. 127-135. 

The views of Schomann respecting the sortition of the Athenian jurors 
have been bitterly attacked, but in noway refuted, by F. V. Fritzsche (De 
Sortitione Judicum apud Athenienses Commentatio, Leipsic, 1835). 

Two or three of these dikastic tickets, marking the name and the deme 
of the citizen, and the letter of the decury to which during that particular 
year he belonged, have been recently dug up near Athens-

a. atOSwpoi E. a~:w{a~ 
<J>pe&.PfHot; •· •A.Aa.tn!r, 

(Boeckh, Corp. Inscrip. No. 207, 208.) 
Fritzsche (p. 73) considers these to be tickets of senators, not of dikasts · 

contrary to all probability. ' 
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we must recollect, is given to us as belonging to those times 
when the dikasts received a regular pay, after every day's 
sitting; and it can hardly have long continued without that 
condition, which was not realised before the time of Perikles. 
Each of these decuries sitting in judicature was called the 
Helicea-a name which belongs properly to the collective 
assembly of the people; this collective assembly having been 
itself the original judicature. I conceive that the practice of 
distributing this collective assembly or Helirea into sections of 
jurors for judicial duty, may have begun under one form or 
another soon after the reform of Kleisthenes, since the direct 
interference of the people in public affairs tended more and 
more to increase. But it could only have been matured by 
degrees into that constant and systematic service which the 
pay of Perikles called forth at last in completeness. Under 
the last-mentioned system the judicial competence of the 
archons was annulled, and the third archon or polemarch 
withdrawn from all military functions. But this had not been 
yet done at the time of the battle of Marathon, where Kalli
machus the polemarch not only commanded along· with the 
strategi, but enjoyed a sort of pre-eminence over them : nor 
had it been done during the year after the battle of Marathon, 
in which Aristeides was archon-for the magisterial decisions 
of Aristeides formed one of the principal foundations of his 
honourable surname, the Just.l 

·with this question as to the comparative extent of judicial 
power vested by Kleisthenes in the popular dikastery and the 
archons, are in reality connected two others in Athenian con
stitutional law; relating, first, to the admissibility of all citizens 
for the post of archon-next, to the choosing of archons by lot. 
It is well known that in the time of Perikles, the archons, and 
various other individual functionaries, had come to be chosen 
by lot-moreover all citizens were legally admissible, and 
might give in their names to be drawn for by lot, subject to 
what was called the Dokimasy, or legal examination into their 
status of citizen and into various moral and religious quali
fications, before they took office; while at the same time the 
function of the archon had become nothing higher than pre
liminary examination of parties and witnesses for the dikastery, 

For the Heliastic o:~.th, and its remarkable particulars, see Demosthen. 
cont. Timokrat. p. 746. See also Aristophan~s, Plutus, 277 (with the 
valuable Scholia, though from different hands and not all of ec;ual correct· 
ness) and 972; Ekklesiazus::e, 678 seq. 

l Plutarch, Arist. 7; Herodot. vi. rog-rrr. 



After Expulsion of Peisistratids 
and presidence over it when afterwards assembled, together 
with the power of imposing by authority a fine of small amount 
upon inferior offenders. Now all these three political arrange
ments hang essentially together. The great value oC the lot, 
according to Grecian democratical ideas, was that it equalised 
the chance of office between rich and poor: but so long as 
the poor citizens were legally inadmissible, choice by lot could 
have no recommendation either to the rich or to the poor. - In 
fact, it would be less democratical than election by the general 
mass of citizens, because the poor citizen would under the 
latter system enjoy an important righf of interference by means 
of his suffrage, though he could not be elected himself.1 Again, 
choice by lot could never under any circumstances be applied 
to those posts where special competence, and a certain measure 
of attributes possessed only by a few, were indispensable-nor 

1 Aristotle puts these two together ; elec~ion of magistrates by the mass 
of the citizens, but only out of persons possessing a high pecuniary qualifica
tion : this he ranks as the least democratical democracy, if one may use 
the phrase (Politic. iii. 6-u), or a mean between democracy and oligarchy 
-an l<p<<r'ToJCpa'Tla or·.,..olu'Tela in his sense of the word (iv. 7, 3). He puts 
the employment of the lot as a symptom of decisive and extreme democracy, 
such as would never tolerate a pecuniary qualification of eligibility. 

So again Plato (Legg. iii. p. 692), after remarking that the legislator of 
Sparta first provided the senate, next the ephors, as a ·bridle upon the 
kings, says of the ephors that they" were "somethir,g nearly approaching 
to an authority emanating from the lot "-ofov >fcl.luov JvJ{3all.ev av'T~ 'Ti)P 
Tidv J4>&pwv avvap.w, f')I')IOS T1js t<li.7JpwT1js 3.')1U.')'.l1V avvci.p.ews. 

Upon which passage there are some good remarks in Schiimann's edition 
of Plutarch's Lives of Agis and Kleomenes (Comment. ad Ag. c. 8, p. I I g) .. 
It is to be recollected that the actual mode in which the S'partan ephors 
were chosen, as I have already stated in my first volume, cannot be clearly 
made out, and has been much debated by critics-

" Mihi haec verba, quum illud quidem manifestum faciant, quod etiam 
aliunde constat, sorte captos ephoros non esse, tum hoc alterum, quod 
Hermannus statuit, creationem sortitioni non absimilem fuisse, nequaquam 
demonstrare videntur. Nimirum nihil aliud nisi prope accedere ephororum 
magistratus ad eos dicitur, qui sortito capiantur. Sortitis autcm magist.-atz'
bus hoc maxime propium est, ut promiscue-lzon ex genere, censu, dz'o'"llitate 
-a quolibet capi possint: quamobrem quum ephori quoque fere promiscue 
fierent ex omni multitudine civium, poterat hand dubie magistratus eorum 
l')'')'OS T1js JCli.1JpwT1js liuvci.p.ew; esse dici, etiamsi alp<Tol essent-h. e. suffragiis 
creati. Et video Lachmannum quoque p. I65, not. I, de Platonis loco 
similiter judicare." 

The employment of the lot, as Schiimann remarks, implies universal 
admissibility of all citizens to office ; though the converse does not hold 
good-the latter does not of necessity imply the former. Now as we know 
that universal admissibility did not become the law of Athens until after 
the battle of Platrea, so we may conclude that- the employment of the lot 
had ntl> place before that epoch-i. e. had no place under the constitution of 
l).leisthenlls. 
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was it ever applied throughout the whole history of democratical 
Athens, to the strategi or generals, who were always elected by 
show of hands of the assembled citizens. Accordingly, we 
may regard it as certain, that at the time when the archons 
first came to be chosen by lot, the superior and responsible 
duties once attached to that office had been, or were in course 
of being, detached from it, and transferred either to the popular 
dikasts or to the ten elected strategi : so that there remained 
to these archons only a routine of police and administration, 
important indeed to the state, yet such as could be executed 
by any citizen of average probity, diligence, and capacity-at 
least there was no obvious absurdity in thinking so; while the 
Dokimasy excluded from the office men of notoriously dis
creditable life, even after they might have drawn the successful 
lot. Perikles, 1 though chosen strategus year after year suc
cessively, was never archon; and it may be doubted whether 
men of first-rate talents and ambition often gave in their names 
for the office. To those of smaller aspirations 2 it was doubt
less a source of importance, but it imposed troublesome labour, 
gave no pay, and entailed a certain degree of peril upon any 
archon who might have given offence to powerful men, when 
he came to pass through the trial of accountability which 
followed immediately upon his year of office. There was little 
to make the office acceptable, either to very poor men, or to 
very rich and ambitious men; and between the middling per
sons who gave in their names, any one might be taken without 
great practical mischief, always assuming the two guarantees of 
the Dokimasy before, and accountability after office. This was 
the conclusion-in my opinion a mistaken conclusion, and 
such as would find no favour at present-to which the demo
crats of Athens were conducted by their strenuous desire to 
equalise the chances of office for rich and poor. But their 
sentiment seems to have been satisfied by a partial enforce
ment of the lot to the choice of some offices-especially the 
archons, as the primitive chief magistrates of the state-without 
applying it to all or to the most responsible and difficult. 
Hardly would they have applied it to the archons, if it had 
been indispensably necessary that these magistrates should 
retain their original very serious duty of judging disputes and 
condemning offenders. 

I think therefore that these three points-r. The opening of 
the post of archon to all citizens indiscriminately ; 2. The 

I Plutarch, Perikles, c. 9-r 6. 
2 See a passage about such characters in Plato, Republic, v. p. 475 B. 
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choice of archons by lot·; 3· The diminished range of the 
archon's duties and responsibilities, through th~ extension of 

·those belonging to the popular courts of justice on the one 
hand and to the strategi on the other-are all connected 
'together, and must have been simultaneous, or nearly simul
taneous, in the time of introduction: the enactment of universal 
admissibility to office certainly hot coming after the other two, 
and probably coming a little before tl1em. 

Now in regard to the eligibility o( all Athenians indiscrimi
nately to the office of archon, we find a clear and positive 
testimony as to the time . when it was first introduced. 
Plutarch tells us 1 that the oligarchical, 2 but high-principled, 
Aristeides was himself the proposer . of this constitutional 
change, shortly after the battle of Plat::ea; with the consequent 
expulsion of the Persians from Greece, and the return of the 
refugee Athenians to their ruined city. Seldom has it hap
pened in the history of ma9kind that rich and poor have been 
so completely equalised as among the population of Athens in · 
that memorable expatriation and heroic struggle ; nor are we at 
all surprised to hear that the mas~ of the citizens, coming back 
with freshly-kindled patriotism as well as with the conscious
ness that their country had only been recovered by the equal 
efforts of all, would no longer submit to be legally disqualified 
from any office of state. It was on this occasion that the con
stitution was first made really "common" to all, and that the 
archons, strategi; and all functionaries, first begap. to b~ chosen 
from' all Athenians without any difference of legal eligibility.s 
No mention is made of the lot, in this important statement·of 
Plutarch, which appears to me every way worthy of credit, and 
which teaches us, that pown to the invasion of Xerxes, not only 
had the exclusive principle of the Solonian law of qualification ·, 
continued in force (whereby the first three classes on the census 
were alone admitted tq all individual offices, and the fourth or 
Thetic class excluded), but also the archons had hitherto been 
elected by the citizens-not taken by lot. · Now for financial 
.purposes, the quadruple census of Solon was retained long 
after this period, even beyond the Peloponnesian war and the 
oligarchy of Thirty; but we thus learn that Kleisthenes in his 
constitution retained it for political purposes_also, in part at 

1 Plutarch, Arist. 22. 
2 So at least the supporters of the constitution of Kleisthen~s were called 

by the contemporaries of Perikles. -
3 Plutarch, Arist. ut sup. ')'pc!cfm 'ffrcp•crp.a, KOivhv elvru Thv 71"0li.<TE!av 

Kal Tol..s &pxovTas l~ 'A87]Vaiwv 11"c!VTWV aipe£cr8a1. · ' 
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least. He recognised the exclusion of the great mass of the 
citizens from all individual offices-such as the archon, the 
strategus, &c. In his time, probably, no complaints were 
raised on the subject. For his constitution gave to the 
collective bodies-senate, ekklesia, and helirea or dikastery-a 
degree of power and importance such as they had never before 
known or imagined. And we may well suppose that the 
Athenian people of that day had no objection even to the pro
claimed system and theory of being exclusively governed by 
men of wealth and station as individual magistrates-especially 
since many of the newly-enfranchised citizens had been before 
metics and slaves. Indeed it is to be added, that even under 
the full democracy of later Athens, though the people had then 
become passionately attached to the theory of equal admis
sibility of all citizens to office, yet in practice, poor men seldom 
obtained offices which were elected by the general vote, as 
will appear more fully in the course of this history.! 

The choice of the strategi remained ever afterwards upon the 
footing on which Aristeides thus placed it; but the lot for the 
choice of archon must have been introduced shortly after his 
proposition of universal eligibility, and in consequence too of 
the same tide of democratical feeling-introduced as a further 
corrective, because the poor citizen, though he had become 
eligible, was nevertheless not elected. And at the same time, I 
imagine, that elaborate distribution of the Helirea, or aggregate 
body of dikasts or jurors, into separate pannels or dikasteries 
for the decision of judicial matters, was first regula>ised. It 
was this change that stole away from the archons so important 
a part of their previous jurisdiction : it was this change that 
Perikles more fully consummated_ by ensuring pay to the dikasts. 

1 So in the Italian republics of the twelfth and thirteenth century, the 
nobles long continued to possess the exclusive right of being elected to the 
consulate and the great offices of state, even after those offices had come to 
be elected by the people. The habitual misrule and oppression of the 
nobles gradually put an end to this right, and even created in many towns 
a resolution positively to exclude them. At Milan, towards the end of 
the twelfth century, the twelve consuls with the Podestat possessed all the 
powers of government : these consuls were nominated by one hundred 
electors chosen by and among the l?,eople. Sismondi observes-'' Cependant 
le peuple imposa lui-m@me a ces electeurs, la regie fondamentale de choisir 
tous les magistrats dans le <;orps de la noblesse. Ce n'etoit point encore 
la possession des magistratures que !'on contestoit aux gentilshommes: on 
demandoit seulement qu'ils fussent les mandataires immediats de Ia nation. , 
Mais plus d'une, foi~, en· dep!t dll: droit incontestable de~, cito~ens, l~s 
consuls regnant s attnbuerent I electiOn de leurs successeurs. (S1smondt, 
Histoire des Republiques Italiennes, chap. xii. vol. ii. p. 240.) 



After Expulsion of Peisistratids 
But the present is not the time to enter into the modifica

tions which Athens underwent during the generation after the 
battle of Platrea. They have been here briefly noticed for the 
purpose of reasoning back, in the absence of direct evidence, to 
Athens as it stood in the generation before that memorable 
battle, after the reform of Kleisthenes. His reform, though 
highly democratical, stopped short of the mature democracy 
which prevailed from Perikles to De!,Ilosthenes, in three ways .. 
especially, among various others; and it is therefore sometimes 
considered by the later writers as an aristocratical constitu
tion: 1_1. It still recognised the archons as judges to a con
siderable extent, and the third archon or polemarch ,as joint 
military commander along with the strategi. 2. It retained 
them as elected annually by the body of citizens, not as chosen 
by lot.2. 3· It still excluded the fourth class of the Solonian 

1 Plutarch, Kimon, c. 15. ·T~P brl Kll.e«rO.!vous i(·e[pELv U.ptO'TOKpaT[av 
wELpwp..!vou: compare, Plutarch, A.risteides, c. 2, and Isokrat~s, Areopagi-
ticus, Or. vii. p. 143, p. 192 ed. Bek. · 

2 Herodotus speaks of Kallimachus the Polemarch at Marathon as o Trp 
Kvdp.rp Aaxwv lloA.!p.apxos (vi. I Io). • 

I cannot but think that in this case he transfers to the year 490 B. c. the 
practice of his. own time. The polemarch at the time of the battle of 
Marathon was in a certain sense the first strat~gus ; and the strategi were 

. never taken. by lot, but always chosen by show of hands, even to the end 
of the den1ocracy. It seems impossible to believe that the strategi were 
elected, and that the polemarch,. at the time when his functions were the 
same as theirs, was chosen by lot. _ 

Herodotus seems to have conceived the choice of magistrates by lot as 
being of tbe essence of a democracy (Herodot. iii. 8o ). 

Plutarch also (Perikles, c. 9) seems to have conceived the choice of 
archons by lot as a very ancient institution of Athens : nevertheless it 
results from the first chapter of his life of Aristeides-an obscure chapter, 
in which conflicting authorities are mentioned without being well discrimin· 
ated-that Aristeides was chosen archon by the people-not drawn by lot : 
an additional reason for beli_eving this is, that he was archon in the year 
fellowing the battle of Marathon, at which he had been one of the ten 
generals. Idomeneus distinctly affirmed this to be the fact-oil Kvap.euTov, 
all.ll.' ~ll.op.evwv 'A01)valwv (Plutarch, Arist. c. I). 

Isokrat~s also (Areopagit. Or. vii. p. 144, p. 195 ed. Bekker) conceived the 
constitution of Kleisthen~s .as including all the three points noticed in the 
text :-I. A high pecuniary qualification of eligibility for individual offices. 
2. Election to these offices by all the citizens, and accountability to the 
same after office. 3· No employment of the lot.-He even contends that. 
this election is more truly democratical than sortition ; since the latter ' 
process might admit men attached to oligarchy, which would not happen 
under the former-(11'etTa Kalll1)p.oTt/CwTepav €v6p.t(ov Ta{rr1Jv .,.~, KaTaO'Tauw 
.'!) Ttl" ll<a Tov ll.a-yxdvew -y•-yvop.ev1)v· Jv p.ev yap TV Kli.1Jp1lu« T~v TVX1J" 
f3pa{3e6uetv, Kal woll.ll.aKts 71.1pj;eu0at Tas U.pxas To~s Tijs i>ll.t-yapxlas iwtOv
f<Ovv:as, ~c. This _w_m;l? be a good arg:unent if ~here. wer~ no pecuniary 
quahficatwn for ebgtbthty-such pecuruary qualificatiOn lS a· provision 
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census from all individual office, the archonship among the 
rest. The Solonian law of exclusion, however, though retained 
in principle, was mitigated in practice thus far-that whereas 
Solon had rendered none but members of the highest class on 
the census (the Pentakosiomedimni) eligible to the archonship, 
Kleisthenes opened that dignity to all the first three classes, 
!!hutting out only the fourth. That he did this may be inferred 
from the fact that Aristeides, assuredly not a rich man, became 
archon. I am also inclined to believe that the senate of Five 
Hundred as constituted by Kleisthenes was taken, not by 
election, but by lot, from the ten tribes-and that every citizen 
became eligible to it. Election for this purpose-that is, the 
privilege of annually electing a batch of fifty senators all at once 
by each tribe-would probably be thought more troublesome 
than valuable ; nor do we hear of separate meetings of each 
tribe for purposes of election. Moreover the office of senator 
was a collective, not an individual office; the shock therefore 
to the feelings of semi-democratised Athens, from the unplea
sant idea of a poor man sitting among the fifty prytanes, would 
be less than if they conceived him as pol em arch at the head of 
the right wing. of 'the army, or as an archon administering 
justice. 

A further difference between the constitution of Solon and 
that of Kleisthenes is to be found in the position of the senate 
of Areopagus. Under the former, that senate had been the 
principal body in the state, and Solon had even enlarged its 
powers; under the latter, it must have been treated at first as 
an enemy and kept down. For as it was composed only of all 
the past archons, and as during the preceding thirty years 
every archon had been a creature of the Peisistratids, the 
Areopagites collectively must have been both hostile and odious 
to Kleisthenes and his partisans-perhaps a fraction of its 
members might even retire into exile with Hippias. Its in
fluence must have been sensibly lessened by the change of 
party, until it came to be gradually filled by fresh archons 
springing from the bosom of the Kleisthenean constitution. 
Now during this important interval, the new-modelled senate of 
Five Hundred and the popular assembly stepped into that 
ascendency which they never afterwards lost. From the time 

which he lays down, but which he does not find it convenient to imist 
upon emphatically. 

I do not here advert to the ')'po.cp•) 7ro.po.v6w,v, the vop.ocptiA.o.t<es, and the 
sworn vop.o8eTo.L-all of them institutions belonging to the time of Perikles 
at the earliest ; not to that of Kleisthenes. 
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of Kleisthenes forward, the Areopagites cease to be the chief 
and prominent power in the state. Yet they are still consider
able ; and when the second fill of the democratical tide took 
place, after the battle of Platcea, they became the focus of that 
which was then considered as the party of oligarchical resist
ance. I have already remarked that the archons during the 
intermediate time (about 502-477 B.c.) were all elected by the 
ekklesia, not chosen by lot-and that the fourth or poorest and 
most numerous class on the census were by law then ineligible,; 
while election at Athens, even when every citizen without ex
ception was an elector and eligible, had a natural tendency to 
fall upon men of wealth and station. We thus see how it 
happened that the past archons, when united· in the senate of 
Areopagus, infused into that body the sympathies, prejudices, 
and interests, of the richer classes. It was this which brought 
them into conflict with the more democratical party headed by 
Perikles and Ephialtes, in times when portions of the Klei· 
st~enean constitution had come to be discredited as too much 
ihibued with oligarchy. 

One other remarkable institution, distinctly ascribed to Klei
sthenes, yet remains to be noticed-the ostracism; upon which 
I have already made some remarks 1 in touching upon the 
memorable Solonian proclamation against neutrality in a sedi
tion. It· is hardly too much to say, ·that without this protective 
process none of the other institutions would have reached 
maturity. 

By the ostracism a citizen was baniGhed without special 
accusation, trial, or defence, for a term of ten years-subse
quently diminished to five. His property was not taken away, 
nor his reputation tainted; so that the penalty consisted solely 
in the banishment from his native city to some other Greek 
city. As to reputation, the ostracism was a compliment rather 
than otherwise; 2 and so it was vividly felt to be, when, about 
ninety years after Kleisthenes, the conspiracy between Nikias 
and Alkibiades fixed' it upon Hyper bolus:' the two former had 
both recommended the taking of an ostracising vote, each 
hoping to cause the banishment of the other; but before the 
day arrived, they accommodated their own quarreL To fire 
off the safety-gun of the republic . against a person so little 
dangerous as Hyperbolus, was denounced as the prostitution 
of a great political ceremony: "it was not against such men as 

1 See vol. iii. chap. xL 
1 Aristeides Rhetor, Orat. xlvi. vol. ii. p. 317, ed. Dindorf. 

VOL. IV. M 
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him (said the comic writer Plato 1) that the shell was intended 
to be used."' The process of ostracism was carried into effect 
by writing upon a shell or potsherd the name of the person 
whom a citizen thought it prudent for a time to banish ; which 
shell, when deposited in the proper vessel, counted for a vote 
towards the sentence. 

I have already observed that all the governments of the 
Grecian cities, when we compare them with that idea which a 

1 Plutarch (Nikias, c. II; Alkibiad. c. 13; Aristeid. c. 7): Thucyd. 
viii. 73· Plato Comicus said respecting Hyperbolus-

OU -yO.p 'TototiTwv oiiv~JC· Orrrpax· -rfop€0-q. 

Theophrastus had stated that Phreax, and not Nikias, was the rival of 
Alkibiades on this occasion when Hyperbolus was ostracised; but most 
authors (says Plutarch) represent Nikias as the person. It is curious that 
there should be any difference of statement about a fact so notorious, and 
in the best-known time of Athenian history. 

Taylor thinks that the oration which now passes as that of Andokides 
against Alkibiades, is really by Phreax, and was read by Plutarch, as the 
oration of Phreax in an actual contest of ostracism between Phreax, Nikias, 
and Alkibiades. He is opposed by Ruhnken and Valckenaer (see Sluiter's 
preface to that oration, c. I, and Ruhnken, Hist. Critic. Oratt. Grrecor. 
p. 135). I cannot agree with either : I cannot think with him, that it is 
a real oration of Phreax ; nor with them, that it is a real oration in any 
genuine cause of ostracism whatever. It appears to me to have been 
composed after the ostracism had fallen into desuetude, and when the 
Athenians had not only become somewhat ashamed of it, but had lost the 
familiar conception of what it really was. For how otherwise can we 
explain the fact, that the author of that oration complains that he is about 
to be ostracised without any secret voting, in which the very essence of 
the ostracism consisted, and from which its name was borrowed (oiJ.re 
ota1f71</>•r1ap.evwv Kpvf3o71v, c. 2)? His oration is framed as if the audience 
whom he was addressing were about to ostracise one out of the three by 
show of hands. But the process of ostracising included no meeting and 
haranguing-nothing but simple deposit of the shells or sherds in a cask ; 
as may be seen by the description of the special railing-in of the agora, and 
by the story (true or false) of the unlettered country-citizen coming in to 
the city to give his vote, and asking Aristeides, without even knowing his 
person, to write the name for him on the shell (Plutarch, Aristeid. c. 7). 
There was indeed previous discussion in the senate as well as in the 
ekklesia, whether a vote of ostracism should be entered upon at all ; but 
the author of the oration to which I allude does not address himself to 
that question; he assumes that the vote is actually about to be taken, and 
that one of the three-himself, Nikias, or Alkibiades-must be ostracised 
(c. I). Now, doubtless, in practice the decision commonly lay between 
two formidable rivals ; but it was not publicly or formally put so before 
the people : every citizen might write upon the shell such name as he 
chose. Further, the open denunciation of the injustice of ostracism as 
a system (c. 2), proves an age later than the banishment of Hyperbolus. 
Moreover the author having begun by remarking that he stands in contest 
with Nikias as well as with Alkibiades, says nothing more about Nikias to I 
the end of the speech. 
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modern reader is apt to conceive of the measure of force 
belonging to a government, were essentially weak-the good as 

. well as the bad-the democratical, the oligarchical, and the 
despotic. The force in the hands of any government, to cope 
with conspirators or mutineers, was extremely small, with the 
single exception of a ·despot surrounded by his mercenary 
troop. Accordingly, no tolerably sustained conspiracy or 
usurper could be put down except by direct aid of the people 
in support of the government; which amounted to a dissolu
tion, for the time, of constitutional authority, and wa_s pregnant 
with reactionary consequences such as no man could foresee. 
To prevent powerful men from attempting usurpation was 
therefore of the greatest possible moment. Now a despot or 

. an oligarchy might exercise at pleasure .'preventive means,1 

much sharper than the ostracism, such as the assassination of 
Kimon, mentioned in my last chapter as .directed by the Pei
sistratids. At the very least, they might send away any one, 
from whom they apprehended attack or danger, without in
curring even so much as the. imputation of severity. But in a 
democracy, where arbitrary action of the magistrate_ was the 
thing of all others most dreaded, and where fixed laws, with 
trial and defence ·as preliminaries to punishment, were con
ceived by the ordinary citizen as the guarantees of his personal. 
security and as the pride of. his social condition-the creation 
of such an exceptional power presented serious diffi.culty. If 
we transport ourselves to the times of Kleisthenes, immediately 
after the expulsion of the Peisistratids, when the working of the 
democratical machinery was as yet untried, we shall find this 
difficulty at its maximum. But we shall also find the necessity 

'.of vesting such a power somewhere, absolutely imperative. 
For the great Athenian nobles had yet to learn the lesson of 
respect for any constitution. Their past history had exhibited 

· continual str~ggles between the armed factiDns of Megakles, 
Lykurgus, and Peisistratus, put down after a time by the 
superior force and alliances of the latter ; and though Klei
sthenes, the son of. Megakles, might be· firmly disposed to 
renounce the example of his father and to act as the faithful 
citizen of a fixed constitution, he would know but too well that 
• 
. . 1 See the discussion of the ostracism in Aristot. Politic. iii. 8 where he 
'recognises the problem as one common to all governments. ' 

Compare also a good Dissertation-J. A. Paradys, De Ostracismo 
Atheniensium, Lugduni Batavor. 1793 ; K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der 
Griechischen Staatsalterthlimer, ch. 130; and Schiimann, Antiq. Jur. Pub. 
Grrec. ch. xxxv. p. 233. 
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the sons of his father's companions and rivals would follow out 
ambitious purposes without any regard to the limits imposed by 
law, if ever they acquired sufficient partisans to present a fair 
prospect of success. Moreover, when any two candidates for 
power, with such reckless dispositions, came into a bitter per
sonal rivalry, the motives to each of them, arising as well out 
of fear as out of ambition, to put down his opponent at any 
cost to the constitution, might well become irresistible, unless 
some impartial and discerning interference could arrest the 
strife in time. "If the Athenians were wise (Aristeides is 
reported to have said,1 in the height and peril of his parlia
mentary struggle with Themistokles), they would cast both 
Themistokles and me into the barathrum." 2 And whoever 
reads the sad narrative of the Korkynean sedition, in the third 
book of Thucydides, together with the reflections of the his
torian upon it,3 will trace the gradual exasperation of these 
party feuds, beginning even under democratical forms, until at 
length they break down the barriers of public as well as of 
private morality. 

Against this chance of internal assailants Kleisthenes had to 
protect the democratical constitution-first, by throwing im
pediments in their way and rendering it difficult for them to 
procure the requisite support; next, by eliminating them before 
any violent projects were ripe for execution. To do either the 
one or the other, it was necessary to provide such a constitution 
as would not only conciliate the good will, but kindle the 
passionate attachment, of the mass of citizens, insomuch that 
not even any considerable minority should be deliberately 
inclined to alter it by force. It was necessary to create in the 
multitude, and through them to force upon the leading ambi
tious men, that rare and difficult sentiment which we may term 
a constitutional morality-a paramount reverence for the forms 
of the constitution, enforcing obedience to the authorities acting 
under and within those forms, yet combined with the habit of 
open speech, of action subject only to definite legal control, 

I Plutarch, Aristeid. c. 3· 
2 The barathrum was a deep pit, said to have had iron spikes at the 

bottom, into which criminals condemned to death were sometimes cast. 
Though probably an ancient Athenian punishment, it seems to have 
become at the very least extremely rare, if not entirely disused, during the 
times of Athens historically known to us ; but the phrase continued in 
speech after the practice had become obsolete; The iron spikes depend 
on the evidence of the Schol. Aristophan. Plutus, 431-a very doubtful 
authority, when we read the legend which he blends with his statement. 

3 Thucyd. iii. 70, 8r, 82. 
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and unrestrained censure of those very authorities as to all 
their public acts-combined too with a perfect confidence in 
the bosom of every citizen, amidst the bitterness of party 
contest, that the forms of the constitution will be not less 
sacred in the eyes of his opponents than in his own. This co
existence of freedom and self-imposed restraint-of obedience 
to authority with unmeasured censure of the persons exercising 
it-may be found in the aristocracy of England (since about 
1688) as well as in the democracy of the American United 
States : and because we are familiar with it, we are apt to 
suppose it a natural sentiment; though there seem· to be few 
sentiments more difficult to establish and diffuse among a 
community, judging by the experience of• history. We may 
see how imperfectly it exists at this day in the Swiss Cantons; 
while the many violences of the first French revolution illustrate, 
among various other les§ons, the fatal effects arising from its 
absence, even among a people high in the scale of intelligence. 
Yet the diffusion of such constitutional morality, not merely 
among the majority of any community, but throughout the 
whole, is the indispensable condition of a government at once 
free and peaceable; since even any powerful and obstinate 
minority may render the working of free igstitutions impractic
able, without being strong enough to conquer ascendency for 
themselves. Nothing less th;m unanimity, or so overwhelmibg 
a majority as to be tantamount to unanimity, on the cardinal 
point of respecting constitutional forms, even by those who do 
not wholly approve of them, can render the excitement of . 
political passion bloodless, and yet expose all the authorities 
in the state to the full licence of pacific criticism. 

At the epoch of Kleisthenes, which by a remarkable coincid
ence is the same as that of the regifuge at Rome, such consti
tutional morality, if it existed anywhere else, had certainly no 
place at Athens ; and the first creation of it in any particular 
society must be esteemed an interesting historical fact. By 
the spirit of his reforms,-equal, popular, and comprehensive, 
far beyond the previous experience of Athenians~he secured 
the hearty attachment of the. body of citizens. But from the 
first generation of leading men, under the nascent democracy, 
and with such precedents as they had to look back upon, no 
self-imposed limits to ambition could be expected. Accord
ingly, Kleisthenes had to find the means of eliminating before
hand any one about to transgress these limits, so as to escape. 
the necessity of putting him down afterwards, with all that 
bl<?odshed and reaction, in the midst of which the fre~ working 
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of the constitution would be suspended at least, if not irrevoc
ably extinguished. To acquire such influence as would render 
him dangerous under democratical forms, a man must stand in 
evidence before the public, so as to afford some reasonable 
means of judging of his character and purposes. Now the 
security which Kleisthenes provided, was, to call in the positive 
judgement of the citizens respecting his future promise purely 
and simply, so that they might not remain too long neutral 
between two formidable political rivals-pursuant in a certain 
way to the Solonian proclamation against neutrality in a sedition, 
as I have already remarked in a former chapter. He incorpor
ated in the constit~tion itself the principle of privilegium (to 
employ the Roman phrase, which signifies, not a peculiar favour 
granted to any one, but a peculiar inconvenience imposed), yet 
only under circumstances solemn and well-defined, with full 
notice and discussion beforehand, arrd by the positive secret 
vote of a large proportion of the citizens. "No law shall be 
made against any single citizen, without the same being made 
against all Athenian citizens ; unless it shall so seem good to 
6ooo citizens voting secretly." 1 Such was that general principle 
of the constitution, under which the ostracism was a particular 
case. Before the vote of ostracism could be taken, a case was to 
be made out in the senate and the public assembly to justify it. 
In the sixth prytany of the year, these two bodies debated and 
determined whether the state of the republic was menacing 
enough to call for such an exceptional measure.2 If they 
decided in the affirmative, a day was named, the agora was 
railed round, with ten entrances left for the citizens of each 
tribe, and ten separate casks or vessels for depositing the 
suffrages, which consisted of a shell or a potsherd with the 
name of the person written on it whom each citizen designed 
to banish. At the end of the day the number of votes were 

1 Andokides, De Mysteriis, p. 12, c. IJ. M1)Be IIOJ.I-011 br' avopl .1~ELJIO:I 
Oe!va•, Ut.v p.:q -rov a~-rov brl 1l"acnv 'A01)va1Dis' ld.v p.:q ~~O:I<HTXtll.lotS a&~v. 
KpVfJ1i1)v >Ji'l<P•(op.~vo<s. According to the usual looseness in dealing with 
the name of Solon, this has been called a law of Solon (see Petit. Leg. 
Att. p. 188), though it certainly cannot be older than Kleisthenes. 

"Privilegia ne irroganto," said the law of the Twelve Tables at Rome 
(Cicero, Legg. iii. 4-19). 

2 Aristotle and Philochorus, ap. Photium, App. pp. 672 and 675, ed. 
Forson. 

It would rather appear by that passage that the ostracism was never 
formally abrogated; and that even in the later times, to which the descrip
tion of Aristotle refers, the form was still preserved of putting the question 
whether the public safety called for an ostracising vote, long after it had; 
passed both out of use and out of mind. 
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summed up, and if 6ooo votes were found to have been given 
against any one person, that person. was ostracised; if not, 
the ceremony ended in nothing.1 Ten days were allowed to 
him for settling his affairs, after which he was required to 
depart from Attica for ten years, but retained his property, and 
suffered no other penalty. 

It was not the maxim at Athens to escape the errors of the 
people, by calling in the different errors, and the sinister 
interest besides, of an extra popular or privileged few. Nor 
was any third course open, since the principles of representative 
government were not understood, nor indeed conveniently 
applicable to very small communities. Beyond the judgement 
of the people (so the Athenians felt), there was no appeal. 
Their grand study was to surround the delivery of that judge
ment with the best securities for rectitude, and the besl: 
preservatives against haste, passion, or private c~rruption: 
Whatever measure of good government could not be obtained 
in that way, could not, in their opinion, be obtained at all. I 
shall illustrate the Athenian proceedings on this head more 
fully when I come to speak of the working of their mature 
democracy. Meanwhile in respect to this grand protection of 
the nascent democracy-the vote of ostracism-it will be found 
that the securities devised by Kleisthenes, for making the 
sentence effectual against the really dangerous man and against 
no one else, display not less foresight than patriotism. The 
main object was, to render the voting an expression of 
deliberate public feeling, as distinguished from mere factious 
antipathy. . Now the large minimum of votes required (one-

' . 
1 Philochorus, ut supra; Plutarch, Aristeid, c. 7; Schol. ad Aristophan. 

Equit. 851 ; Pollux, viii. rg. 
There is a difference of opinion among the authorities, ·as well as among 

the expositors, whether the minimum of 6000 applies to the votes given in 
all, or to the votes given against any one name, I embrace the latter 
opinion, which. is supported by Philochorus, Pollux, and the Schol. on 
Aristophan~s, though Plutarch countenances the former. Boeckh, in his 
Public Economy of Athens, and Wachsmuth (i. r, p. 272) are in favour of 
Plutarch and the former opinion; Paradys (Dissertat. De Ostr. p. 25), 
Platner, and Heumann (see K. F. Hermann, Lehrbuch der Gr. Staatsalt .• 
ch. 130, not. 6) support the other, which appears to me the right one. ·· 

For the purpose, so unequivocally pronounced, of the general law deter
mining the absolute minimum necessary for a privilegium, would by no 
means be obtained, if the simple majority of votes, among 6ooo voters in 
all, had been allowed to take effect. A person might then be ostracised 
with a very small number of votes against him, and without creating any 
reasonable presumption that he was. dangerous to the constitution ; which 
was by no means either the purpose of Kleisthenes, or the well-understood 
operation of the ostracism, so long as it continued to be a reality. 
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fourth of the entire citizen population) went far to ensure this 
effect-the more so, since each vote, taken as it was in a secret 
manner, counted unequivocally for the expression of a genuine 
and independent sentiment, and could neither be coerced nor 
bought. Then again, Kleisthenes did not permit the process 
of ostracising to be opened against any one citizen exclusively. 
If opened at all, every one without exception was exposed to 
the sentence ; so that the friends of Themistokles could not 
invoke it against Aristeides, 1 nor those of the latter against the 
former, without exposing their own leader to the same chance 
of exile. It was not likely to be invoked at all, therefore, until 
exasperation had proceeded so far as to render both parties 
insensible to this chance-the precise index of that growing 
internecive hostility, which the ostracism prevented from 
c·oming to a head. Nor could it even then be ratified, unless 
a case was shown to convince the more neutral portion of the 
senate and the ekklesia : moreover, after all, the ekklesia did 
not itself ostracise, but a future day was named, and the whole 
body of the citizens were solemnly invited to vote. It was in 
this way that security was taken not only for making the 
ostracism effectual in protecting the constitution, but to hinder 
it from being employed for any other purpose. We must 
recollect that it exercised its tutelary influence not merely on 
those occasions when it was actually employed, but by the 
mere knowledge that it might be employed, and by the re
straining effect which that knowledge produced on the conduct 
of the great men. Again, the ostracism, though essentially of 
an exceptional nature, was yet an exception sanctified and 
limited by the constitution itself; so that the citizen, in giving 
his ostracising vote, did not in any way depart from the 
constitution or lose his reverence for it. The issue placed 
before him,-" Is there any man whom you think vitally 
dangerous to the state? if so, whom? "-though vague, was yet 
raised directly and legally. Had there been no ostracism, it 
might probably have been raised both indirectly and illegally, 
on the occasion of some special imputed crime of a suspected 

•political leader, when accused before a court of justice-a 
perversion, involving all the mischief of the ostracism, without 
its protective benefits. 

1 The practical working of the ostracism presents it as a struggle between 
two contending leaders, accompanied with chance of banishment to both
Perikl&s 1rpbs Tbv 0ovJCvoio7JV els &')lwva. 1repl Toil lunpd.~eov JCa.Taa'Ttts, ~eal 
Btan:tvOuve:VO"as, fKe'ivov p.Ev E~E/3a.AE, KalrfA.vuE 0~ Tf]v &J"Tl'TETa'}'p.EVTJV E-ratpe(a.v 
(Plutarch, PerikH~s, c. 14: compare Plutarch, Nikias, c. II). 
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. Care was taken to divest the ostracism of all painful conse

quence except what was inseparable from exile. This is not 
one of the least proofs of the wisdom with which it was devised. 
Most certainly it never deprived the public of candidates for. 
political influence: and when we consider the small amount 
of individual evil which it inflicted-evil too diminished, in 
the cases of Kim on and Aristeides, by, a reactionary sentiment 
which augmented their subsequent popularity after return
two remarks will be quite sufficient to offer in the way of 
justification. First, it completely produced its intended effect; 
for the democracy grew up· from infancy to manhood without 
a single attempt to overthrow it by force 1-a result, upon 
which no reflecting contemporary of Kleisthenes could hav·e 
ventured to calculate. Next, through such tranquil working 
of the democratical forms a constitutional morality quite suf
ficiently complete was produced among the leading Athenians, 
to enable the people after a certain time to dispense with 
that exceptional security which the ostracism offered.2 To 
the n·ascent democracy, it was absolutely indispensable : to 
the growing, yet militant, democracy, it was salutary ; but the 
full-grown democracy both could and did stand without it. 
The ostracism passed upon Hyperb9lus, about ninety years 
after Kleisthenes, was the last occasion of its employment. 
And even this can hardly be considered as a serious instance : 
it was a trick conf:erted between two distinguished Athenians 
(Nikias and Alkibiades) to turn to their own political account 

1 It is not necess.ary in this remark to take notice, either of the oligarchy 
of Four Hundred, or of that of Thirty, called the Thirty Tyrants, estab· 
lished during the closing years of the Peloponnesian war, and after the 
ostracism had been discontinued. Neither of these changes were brought 
about by the excessive ascendency of any one or fe\v men : both of them 
grew out of the embarrassments and dangers ·of Athens in the latter period 
of her great foreign war. 

2 Aristotle (Po lit. iii. 8,6) seems to recognise the political necessity of the 
ostracism, as applied even to obvious superiority of wealth, connexion, &c. 
(which he distinguishes pointedly from superiority of merit and character), 
and upon principles of symmetry only, even apart from dangerous designs 
on the part of the superior mind. No painter (he observes) will permit 
a foot, in his picture of a man, to be of disproportionate size with the . 
entire body, though separately taken it may be finely painted; nor will the 
chorus·master allow any one voice, however beautiful, to predominate 
beyond a certain proportion over the rest. 

·His final conclusion is, however, that the legislator ought, if possible, so 
to construct his constitution, as to have no need of such exceptional 
remedy ; but if this cannot be done, then the second-best step is to apply 
the ostracism. Compare also v. 2, 5· 

The last century of the free Athenian democracy realised the first of 
these alternatives. · 

M2 
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a process already coming to be antiquated. Nor would such 
a manreuvre have been possible, if the contemporary Athenian 
citizens had been penetrated with the same serious feeling of 
the value of ostracism as a safeguard of democracy, as had 
been once entertained by their fathers and grandfathers. 
Between Kleisthenes and Hyperbolus, we hear of about ten 
different persons as having been banished by ostracism : first 
of all, Hipparchus of the deme Cholargus, the son of Charmtts, 
a relative of the recently-expelled Peisistratid despots; 1 then 
Aristeides, Themistokles, Kimon, and Thucydides son of 
Melesias, all of them renowned political leaders: also Alkibiades 
and Megakles (the paternal and maternal grandfathers of the 
distinguished Alkibiades), and Kallias, belonging to another 
eminent family at Athens; 2 lastly, Damon, the preceptor of 
Perikles in poetry and music, and eminent for his acquisitions 
in philosophy.3 In this last case comes out the vulgar side of 
humanity, aristocratical as well as democratical ; for with both, 
the process of philosophy and the persons of philosophers are 
wont to be alike unpopular. Even Kleisthenes himself is said 
to have been ostracised under his own law, and Xanthippus; 
but both upon authority too weak to trust.4 Miltiades was 
not ostracised at all, but tried and punished for misconduct in 
his command. · 

I should hardly have said so much about this memorable 
and peculiar institution of Kleisthenes, if the erroneous accu
sations, against the Athenian democracy, of envy, injustice, 
and ill-treatment of their superior men, had not been greatly 
founded upon it, and if such criticisms had not passed from 
ancient times to modern with little examination. In mon
archical governments, a pretender to the throne, numbering a 
certain amount of supporters, is as a matter of course excluded 
from the country. The duke of Bordeaux cannot now reside 
in France-nor could Napoleon after r8rs-nor Charles 
Edward in England during the last century. No man treats 
this as any extravagant injustice, yet it is the parallel of the 
ostracism-with a stronger case in favour of the latter, inas
much as the change from one regal dynasty to another does 

1 Plutarch, Nikias, c. I I ; Harpokration, v. ~I1r1rapxas. 
2 Lysias cont. Alkibiad. A. c. I I, p. 143; Harpokration, v. 'Aii.Kt,Bu!~'l}s : 

Andokides cont. Alkibiad. c. rr, 12, pp. 129, 130: this last oration may 
afford evidence as to the facts mentioned in it, though I cannot imagine it 
to be either genuine or belonging to the time to which it professes to refer, 
as has been observed in a previous note. 

3 Plutarch, Perikles, c. 4; Plutarch. Aristeid. c. r. 
4 JE!ian, V. H. xiii. 24; Herakleides, 11"<pl llail.on<wv, c. I, ed. Kohler. 
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not of necessity overthrow all the collateral institutions and 
securities of the country. Plutarch has affirmed that the 
ostracism arose from the envy and jealousy inherent in a 
democracy, 1 and not from justifiable fears-an observation 
often repeated, yet not the less demonstrably untrue. Not 
merely because ostracism so worked as often to increase the 
influence of that political leader whose rival it removed-but 
still' more, because, if the fact had been a~ Plutarch says, this 
institution would have continued as long as the democracy; 
whereas it finished with the banishment of Hyperbolus, at a 
period when the government was more decisively democratical 
than it had been in the time of Kleisthenes. It was, in truth, 
a product altogether of fear and insecurity,2 on the part both 
of the democracy and its best friends-fear perfectly well
grounded, and only appearing needless because the precautions 
taken prevented attack. So soon as . the diffusion of a con
stitutional morality had placed the mass of the citizens above 
all serious fear of an aggressive usurper, the ostracism was 
discontinued. And doubtless the feeling, that it might safely 
be dispensed with, must have been.strengthened by the long 
ascendency of Perikles-by the spectacle of the greatest 
statesman whom Athens ever produced, acting steadily within 
the limits of the constitution ; and by the ill-success of his 
two opponents,· Kim on and Thucydides-aided by numerous 
partisans and by the great comic writers, at a period when 
comedy was a power in the state such as it has never been 
beforaror since-in their attempts to get him ostracised. They 
succeeded in fanning up the ordinary antipathy of the citizens 
towards philosophers so far as to procure the ostracism of his 
friend and teacher Damon; but Perikles himself (to repeat 
the complaint of his bitter enemy the comic poet Kratinus 3) 

"holds his head as high as if he carried the Odeion upon it, 
now that the shell has gone by''-£. e. now that he has escaped 
the ostracism. If Perikles was not conceived to be dangerous 

1 Plutarch, Themistokl~s, 22; Plutarch, Aristeides 7, 1ra.pa.p.v6fa. rpe&vov 
Ka.l KOtJ</><rrp.&r. See the same opinions repeated by Wachsmuth, Hellenische 
A\terthumskunde, ch. 48, vol. i. p. 272, and by Platner, Prozess und 
Klagen bey den Attikern, vol. i. p. 386. . 

2 Thucyd. viii. 73· Oltt ovv&.p.ews Kal &~tcf.p.a'TOS,</>0/3ov. 
3 Kratinus ap: Plutarch. Perikles,.c. 13- , 

eo CTX_wo~el4>a.Aoi ZeVs 08l rrpo(J'ip;<e-ra..t. 
ll€p~ICA€7Ji, .,.WO€i:ov E1rl1"oti t<.pa.vwv 
•Exwv, Em:t.S~ -rolurrpa.K.ov 1ra.potxera.r.. 

For the attacks of the comic .writers upon Damon, see Plutarch, Perikles, 
c. 4· 
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to the constitution, none of his successors 1vere at all likely to 
be so regarded. Damon and Hyperbolus were the two last 
persons ostracised. Both of them were cases, and the only 
cases, of an unequivocal abuse of the institution, because, 
whatever the grounds of displeasure against them may have 
been, it is impossible to conceive either of them as menacing 
to the state-whereas all the other known sufferers were men 
of such position ::t.nd power, that the 6ooo citizens who in
scribed each name on the shell, or at least a large proportion 
of them, may well have done so under the most conscientious 
belief that they were guarding the constitution against real 
danger. Such a change in the character of the persons ostra
cised plainly evinces that the ostracism had become dissevered 
from that genuine patriotic prudence which originally rendered 
it both legitimate and popular. It had served for two gener
ations an inestimable tutelary purpose-it lived to be twice 
dishonoured-and then passed, by universal acquiescence, into 
matter of history. 

A process analogous to the ostracism subsisted at Argos,l 
at Syracuse, and in some other Grecian democracies. Aristotle 
states that it was abused for factious purposes : and at Syracuse, 
where it was introduced after the expulsion of the Gelonian 
dynasty, Diodorus affirms that it was so unjustly -and profusely 
applied, as to deter persons of wealth and station from taking 
any part in public affairs; for which reason it was speedily 
discontinued. We have no particulars to enable us to appre
ciate this general statement. But we cannot safely infer that 
because the ostracism worked on the whole well at Athens, it 
must necessarily have worked well in other states-the more so 
as we do not know whether it was surrounded with the same 
precautionary formalities, nor whether it even required the 
same large minimum of votes to make it effective. This latter 
guarantee, so valuable in regard to an institution essentially 
easy to abuse, is not noticed by Diodorus in his brief account 
of the Petalism-so the process was denominated at Syracuse.2 

Such was the first Athenian democracy, engendered as well 
by the reaction against Hippias and his dynasty, as by the 
memorable partnership, whether spontaneous or compulsory, 
between Kleisthenes and the un-franchised multitude. It is to 
be distinguished both from the mitigated oligarchy established 

1 Aristot. Polit. iii. 8, 4 ; v. 2, 5· 
2 Diodor. xi. 55-87. This author describes very imperfectly the Athenian 

ostracism, transferring to it apparently the circumstances of the Syracusan 
Petalism. 
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by ,Solon before, and from the full-grown and symmetrical · 
democracy which prevailed afterwards from the beginning of 
the Peloponnesian war, towards the close of the career of 
Perikles. It was indeed a striking revolution, impressed upon 
the citizen not less by the sentiments to which it appealed than 

, by the visible change which it made in political and social life. 
He saw himself marshalled in the ranks of hoplites alongside 
of new companions in arms-he was enrolled in a new register, 
and his property in a new schedule, in his deme and by his 
demarch, an officer before unknown-he found the year distri
buted afresh, for all legal purposes, into ten parts bearing the 
name of prytanes, each marked by a solemn and free-spoken 
ekklesia at which he had a right to be present-his ekklesia 
was convoked and presided by senators called prytanes, mem
bers of a senate novel both as to number and distribution-his 
political duties were now performed as member of a tribe, 
designated by a name not before pronounced in common Attic 
life, connected with one of ten heroes whose statues he'now for 
the first time saw in the agora, and associating him with fellow
tribemen from all parts of Attica. All these and many others. 
were sensible novelties felt in the daily proceedings of the 
citizen. But the great novelty of all was, the authentic recogni
tion of the ten new tribes as a sovereign Demos or people, 
apart from all specialties of phratric or gentile origin, with free 
speech and equal law; retaining no distinction except the four 
classes of the Solonian property-schedule with their gradations 
of eligibility. To a considerable proportion of citizens this 
great novelty was still further endeared by the fact that it had 
raised them out of 'th!! degraded position of metics and slaves; 
while to the large majority of all the citizens, it furnished a 
splendid political idea, profoundly impressive to' the Greek 
mind-capable of calling forth the most ardent attachment as 
well as the most devoted sense of active obligation and obedi
ence. We have now to see how their newly-created patriotism 
manifested itself. 

Kleisthenes and his new constitution carried with them so 
completely the popular favour, that Isagoras had no other 
way of opposing it except by calling in the interference of 
Kleomenes and the Laceda!monians. Kleomenes listened the 
more readily to this call, as he was reported to have been on 
an intimate footing with the wife of Isagoras. He prepared to 
come to Athens ; but his first aim \vas to deprive the democracy 
of its great leader Kleisthenes, who, as belonging to the 
Alkmre6nid family, was supposed to be tainted with the inherited 
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-sin of his great-grandfather Megakles, the destroyer of the 
usurper Kyl6n. Kleomenes sent a herald to Athens, demand
ing the expulsion "of the accursed" -so this family were 
called by their enemies, and so they continued to be called 
eighty years afterwards, when the same manceuvre was practised 
by the Laced::emonians of that day against Perikles. This 
requisition, recommended by Isagoras, was so well-timed, that 
Kleisthenes, not venturing to disobey it, retired voluntarily; so 
that Kleomenes, though arriving at Athens only with a small 
force, found himself master of the city. At the instigation of 
Isagoras, he sent into exile seven hundred families, selected 
from the chief partisans of Kleisthenes. His next attempt was 
to dissolve the new senate of Five Hundred, and to place the 
whole government in the hands of three hundred adherents of 
the chief whose cause he espoused. But now was seen the 
spirit infused into the people by their new constitution. At 
the time of the first usurpation of Peisistratus, the senate of 
that da)"had not only not resisted, but even lent themselves to 
the scheme. _ Now, the new senate of Kleisthenes resolutely 
reiused to submit to dissolution, while the citizens generally, 
even after the banishment of the chief Kleisthenean partisans, 
manifested their feelings in a way at once so hostile and so 
determined, that Kleomenes and Isagoras were altogether 
baffled. They were compelled to retire into the acropolis and 
stand upon the defensive. This symptom of weakness was 
the signal for a general rising of the Athenians, who besieged 
the Spartan king on the holy rock. He had evidently come 
without any expectation of finding, or any means of over
powering, resistance; for at the end of two days his provisions 
were exhausted, and he was forced to capitulate. He and his 
Laced::emonians, as well as lsagoras, were al!owed to retire to 
Sparta; but the Athenians of the party captured along with 
him were imprisoned, condemned,1 and executed by the people. 

Kleisthenes, with the seven hundred exiled families, was 
immediately recalled, and his new constitution materially 
strengthened by this first success. Yet the prospect of re
newed Spartan attack was sufficiently serious to induce him 
to send envoys to Artaphernes, the Persian Satrap at Sardis, 
soliciting the admission of Athens into the Persian alliance. 
He probably feared the intrigues of the expelled Hippias in 
the same quarter. Artaphernes, having first informed himself 
who the Athenians were, and where they dwelt, replied that if 
they chose to send earth and water to the king of Persia, they 

1 Herodot. v. 70-72: compare Schol. ad Aristophan. Lysistr. 274. 
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might be received as allies, but upon no other condition. Such 
were the feelings of alarm under which the envoys had quitted 
Athens, that they went the length ofpromising this unqualified 
token of submission. But their countrymen on their return 
disavowed them with scorn and indignation.1 

It was at this time that the first connexion began between 
Athens and the little Bceotian town of Plat;:ea, situated on the 
northern slope of the range of Kith;:eron, between that mountain 
and the river As6pus-on the road from Athens to Thebes ; 
and it is upon this occasion that we first become acquainted 
with the Bceotians and their polities. In one of my preceding 
volumes, 2 the Bceotian federation has already been briefly 
described, as composed of some twelve or thirteen autonomous 
towns under the headship of Thebes, which was, or professed 
to have been, their mother-city. Plat;:ea had been (so the 
The bans affirmed) their latest foundation ; 3 it was ill-used by 
them, and discontented with the alliance. Accordingly, as 
Kleomenes was on his way back from. Athens, the Plat;:eans 
took the opportunity of addressing themselves to him, craving 
the protection of Sparta against Thebes, and surrendering their 
town and territory without reserve. The Spartan king, having 
no motive to undertake a trust which promised nothing but 
trouble, advised them to solicit the protection of Athens, as 
.nearer and more accessible for them in case of need. He 
foresaw that this would embroil the Athenians with Bceotia, 
and such anticipation was. in fact his chief motive for giving 
the advice, which the Plat;:eans followed. Selecting an occasion 
of public sacrifice at Athens, they despatched thither envoys, 
who sat down as suppliants at the altar, surrendered their town 
to Athens, and implored protection against Thebes. Such an 
appeal was not to be resisted, and protection was .promised. 
It was soon needed, for the Thebans invaded the Plat;:ean 
territory, and an Athenian force marched to defend it. Battle 
was about to be joined, when the Corinthians interposed with 
their mediation, which was accepted by both parties. They 
decided altogether in favour of Plat<ea, pronouncing that the 
Thebans had no right to employ force against any seceding 
member of the Bceotian federation. 4 The Thebans, finding 
the decision against them, refused to abide by it, and attacked 

1 Herodot. v. 73· 2 See val. iii. ch. 3· 
3 Thucyd. iii. 6r. 
4 Herodot. vi. 108. l?v 07}/3a[ovs BoLwT<ilJI roh p.~ /3ovll.op.JPovs l< BoLw

-roi'Js r•!l.eEw. This is an important circumstance, in regard to Grecian 
political feeling: I shall advert to it hereafter. 
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the Athenians on their return, but sustained a complete defeat: 
a breach of faith which the Athenians avenged by joining to 
Platrea the portion of Theban territory south of the Asopus, 
and making that river the limit between the two. By such 
success, however; the Athenians gained nothing, . except the 
enmity of Bc:eotia-as Kleomenes had foreseen. Their alliance 
with Platrea, long-continued, and presenting in the course of 
this history several incidents touching to our sympathies, will 
be found, if we except one splendid occasion, I productive only 

1 Herodot. vi. 108. Thucydides (iii. 58), when recounting the capture 
of Platrea by the Lacedremonians in the third year of the Poloponnesian 
war, states that the alliance between Platrea and Athens was then in its 93rd 
year of date; according to which reckoning it would begin in the year 519 
B.c., where Mr. Clinton and other chronologers place it. 

I venture to think that the immediate circumstances, as recounted in the 
text from Herodotus (whether Thucydides conceived them in the same way, 
cannot be determined), which brought about the junction of Platrea with 
Athens, cannot have taken place in 519 B.C., but must have happened after 
the expulsion of Hippias from Athens in 510 B.c.-for the following 
reasons-

!. No mention is made of Hippias, who yet, if the event had happened 
in 519 B.c., must have been the person to determine whether the Athenians 
should assist Platrea or not. The Plataean envoys present themselves at a 
public sacrifice in the attitude of suppliants, so as to touch the feelings of 
the Athenian citizens generally: had Hippias been then despot, he would 
have been the person to be propitiated and to determine for or against 
assistance. 

z. We know no cause which should have brought Kleomenes with a 
Lacedremonian force near to Platrea in tlie year 519 B.C. : we know from 
the statement of Herodotus (v. 76) that no Lacedremonian expedition against 
Attica took place at that time. But in the year to which I have referred 
the event, Kleomenes is on his march near the spot upon a known and 
assignable object. From the very tenor of the narrative, it is plain that 
Kleomenes and his army were not designedly in Boeotia, nor meddling with 
Boeotian affairs, at the time when the Platreans solicited his aid ; for he 
declines to interpose in the matter, pleading the great distance between 
Sparta and Platrea as a reason. 

3· Again, Kleomenes, in advising the Platreans to solicit Athens, does 
not give the advice through good will towards them, but through a desire to 
harass and perplex the Athenians, by entangling them in a quarrel with the 
Boeotians. At the point of time to which I have referred the incident, this 
was a very. natural desire: he was angry, and perhaps alarmed, at the 
recent events which had brought about his expulsion from Athens. But 
what was there to make him conceive such a feeling against Athens during 
the reign of Hippias? That despot was on terms of the closest intimacy 
with Sparta: the Peisistratids were (~etvlovs-~dvovs Ttt ,ucL\c<rTa-Herod. v. 
63, go, 91) ''the particular guests" of the Spartans, who were only induced 
to take part against Hippias from a reluctant obedience to the oracles pro
cured one after another by Kleisthenes. The motive therefore assigned by 
Herodotus, for the advice given by Kleomenes to the Platreans, can have no 
application to the time when Hippias was still despot, 
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of burden to the one party, yet insufficient as a protection to 
the other. 

Meanwhile Kleomenes had returned to Sparta full of resent
ment against the Athenians, and resolved on punishing them 
as well as on establishing his friend Isagoras as despot bver 
them. Having been taught however, by humiliating experience, 
that this was no easy achievement, he would not make !he 
attempt, ·without having assembled a considerable force. He 
summoned allies from all the various states of Peloponnesus, 
yet without venturing to inform them what he was about to 
undertake. He at the same time concerted measures with the 
Bceotians, and with the.Chalkidians of Eubrea, for a simultaneous 
invasion of Attica on all sides. It appears that he had greater 
confidence in their hostile dispositions towards Athens than in 
those of the Peloponnesians, for he was not afraid to acquaint 
them with his design-and probably the Bceotians were incensed 
with the recent interference of Athens in the affair of Plat.:ea. 
As soon as these preparations were completed, the two kings of 
Sparta, Kleomenes and Demaratus, put themselves at the head 
of the united Peloponnesian force, marched into Attica, and 
advanced as far as Eleusis on the way to Athens. But when 
the allies came to know the purnose for which they were to be 
employed, a spirit of dissatisfaction manifested itself among 
them. They had no unfriendly sentiment towards Athens ; 
and the <::;orinthians especially, favourably disposed rather than 

4· That Herodotus did not conceive the victory gained by the Athenians 
over Thebes as having taken place before the expulsion of Hippias, is 
evident from his emphatic contrast between their warlike spirit and success 
when liberated from the despots, and their timidity or backwardness while 
under Hippias ('A871"a.lo< Tvpa.vvev6p.<vo< p./;v, obila.fLwV Twv ucp€a.s 7r<pwtlle6vTwv 
tu~v ·nt 1rol\.fp.za &.jJ.elvov~, luraAAax8lvres BE Tvp&vvwv, p.a~epci wpWrot l"Y~VOl'TO" 
o7)71.o7 ifw Ta.vra., 8n lla.Tex6p.evo< p.€v, ~8ell.otcd.tceov, &c. v. 78). The man 
who wrote thus cannot have believed that in the year 519 B.c., while 
Hippias was in full sway, the Athenians gained an important victory over 
the Thebans, cut off a considerable portion of the Theban territory for the 
purpose of joining it to that of the Platreans, ·and showed from that time 
forward their constant superiority over Thebes by protecting her inferior 
neighbour against her. 

These different reasons, taking them altogether, appear to me to show 
that the first alliance between Athens and Platrea, as Herodotus conceives 
and describes it, cannot have taken place before the expulsion of Hippias, 
in 510 B.C. ; and induce me to believe either that Thucydid~s was mistaken 
in the date of that event, or that Herodotus has not correctly described the 
facts. Not seeing any reason to suspect the description given by the latter, 
I have departed, though ynwillingly, from the date of Thucydid~s. 

The application of the Platreans to Kleomen~s, and his advice grounded 
thereupon, may be connected more suitably with his first expedition to 
Athens after the e~pulsion of Hippias, than with his seco~d. 
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otherwise towards that city, resolved to proceed no farther, 
withdrew their contingent from the camp, and returned home. 
At the same time, king Demaratus, either sharing in the general 
dissatisfaction or moved by some grudge against his colleague 
which had not before manifested itself, renounced the under
taking also. Two such examples, operating upon the pre
existing sentiment of the allies generally, caused the whole 
camp to break up and return home without striking a blow.l 

We may here remark that this is the first instance known in 
which Sparta appears in act as recognised head of an obligatory 
Peloponnesian alliance, 2 summoning contingents from the cities 
to be placed under the command of her king. Her headship, 
previously recognised in theory, passes now into act, but in an 
unsatisfactory manner, so as to prove the necessity of precau
tion and concert beforehand-which will be found not long 
wanting. 

Pursuant to the scheme concerted, the Bceotians and Chalki
dians attacked Attica at the same time that Kleomenes entered 
it. The former seized CEnoe and Hysi::E, the frontier demes of 
Attica on the side towards Plat::Ea; while the latter assailed the 
north-eastern frontier which faces Eubcea. Invaded on three 
sides, the Athenians were in serious danger, and were compelled 
to concentrate all their forces at Eleusis against Kleomenes, 
leaving the Bceotians and Chalkidians unopposed. But the 
unexpected breaking-up of the invading army from Pelopon
nesus proved their rescue, and enabled them to turn the whole 
of their attention to the other frontier. They marched into 
Bceotia to the strait called Euripus which separates it from 
Eubcea, intending to prevent the junction of the Bceotians and 
Chalkidians, and to attack the latter first apart. But the arrival 
of the Bceotians caused an alteration in their scheme; they 
attacked the Bceotians first, and gained a victory of the most 
complete character-killing a large number, and capturing 7oo 
prisoners. On the verY. same day they crossed over to Eubcea, 
attacked the Chalkidians, and gained another victory so deci
sive that it at once terminated the war. Many Chalkidians 
were taken, as well as Bceotians, and conveyed in chains to 
Athens, where after a certain detention they were at last ran
somed for two min::E per man. Of the sum thus raised, a tenth 

1 Herodot. v. 7 5· 
2 Compare Kortiim, Zur Geschichte Hellenischer Staats-Verfassungen, 

p. 35 (Heidelberg, r82r). 
I doubt however his interpretation of the words in Herodotus (v. 63)

<tn l(j{'l' <T'TOll.'f', d'T< 07J!.W<Tl'f' XP'1J<rOp.<voL, 
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was employed in the fabrication of a chariot arid four horses 
in bronze, which was placed in the acropolis to commemorate 
the victory. Herodotus saw this trophy when he was at Athens. 
He saw too, what was a still more speaking trophy, the actual 
chams in which the prisoners had been fettered, exhibiting in 
their appearance the damage undergone when the acropolis 
was burnt by Xerxes : an inscription of four lines described 
the offerings and recorded the victory out of which they had 
sprung.1 

Another consequence of some moment arose out of this 
victory. The Athenians planted a body of 4ooo of their 
citizens as Kleruchs (lot-holders) or settlers upon the lands of 

·the wealthy Chalkidian oligarchy called the Hippobot::e-pro
prietors probably in the fertile plain of .Lelantum between 
Chalkis and Eretria. This is a system which we shall find 
hereafter extensively followed out by the Athenians in the days 
of their power; paitly with the view of providing for their 
poorer citizens-partly to serve as garrison among a population 
either hostile or of doubtful fidelity .. These .Attic Kleruchs 
(I can find no other name by which to speak of them) did not 
lose their birthright as Athenian citizens. They were not 
colonists in the Grecian sense, and they are known by a totally 
different . name-but they corresponded very nearly to the 
colonies formerly planted out on the conquered lands by 
Rome. The increase· of the poorer population was always 
more or less painfully felt in every Grecian city; for though 
the aggregate population never seems .to have increased very 
fast, yet the multiplication of children in poor families caused 
the subdivision of the smaller lots of land, until at last they 
became insufficient for a maintenance; and the ·persons thus 
impoverished found it difficult to obtain subsistence in other 
ways, more especially as the labour for the richer classes was 
so much performed by imported slaves. Doubtless some 
families possessed of landed property, became extinct. Yet 
this did not at all benefit the smaller and poorer proprietors, 
for the lands rendered vacant passed, not to them, but by in
heritance or bequest or intermarriage to other proprietors for 
the most part in easy circumstances-since one opulent family 
usually intermarried with another. I shall enter more fully at 
a future opportunity into this question-the great and serious 
problem· of population, as it affected the Greek communities 
generally, and as it was dealt with in theory by the powerful 
minds of Plato and Aristotle-at present it is sufficient to 

1 Herodot. v. 77; 1Elian, V. H. vi. I ; Pausan. i. 2S, 2. 
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notice that the numerous Kleruchies sent out by Athens, of 
which this to Eubcea was the first, arose in a great measure out of 
the multiplication of the poorer population, which her extended 
power was employed in providing for. Her subsequent pro
ceedings with a view to the same object will not be always 
found so justifiable as this now before us, which grew naturally, 
according to the ideas of the time, out of her success against 
the Chalkidians. 

The war between Athens, however, and Thebes with her 
Bceotian allies, still continued, to the great and repeated dis
advantage of the latter, until at length the The bans in despair 
sent to ask advice of the Delphian oracle, and were directed to 
"solicit aid from those nearest to them." I "How (they 
replied) are we to obey? Our nearest neighbours, of Tanagra, 
Koroneia, and Thespire, are now, and have been from the 
beginning, lending us all the aid in their power." An ingenious 
Theban, however, coming to the relief of his perplexed fellow
citizens, dived into the depths of legend and brought up a 
happy meaning. "Those nearest to us (he said) are the 
inhabitants of JEgina: for Thebe (the eponym of Thebes) and 
JEgina (the eponym of that island) were both sisters, daughters 
of Asopus. Let us send to crave assistance from the lEgine
tans." If his subtle interpretation (founded upon their descent 
from the same legendary progenitors) did not at once convince 
all who heard it, at least no one had any better to suggest. 
Envoys were at once sent to the JEginetans ; who, in reply to 
a petition founded on legendary claims, sent to the help of the 
The bans a reinforcement of legendary, but venerated, auxiliaries 
-the JEakid heroes. We are left to suppose that their effigies 
are here meant. It was in vain however that the glory and the 
supposed presence of the JEakids Telam6n and Peleus were 
introduced into the Theban camp. Victory still continued on 
the side of Athens ; so that the discouraged The bans again 
sent to _,£gina, restoring the heroes, 2 and praying for aid of a 

I Herodot. v. So. 
2 In the expression of Herodotus, the .tEakid heroes are really sent from 

£gina, and really seht back by the Thebans (v. So, Sr)-01 li€ 0'</'< al-r€ov0'< 
bwwvpirw TOQS Ala~<(lias O'vp.7r€p:rreiJI lcpaO'av-a~TIS ol B71/3a!o• 7rtp.1f!avns, 
ToOs p.~v Ala~<loas 0'</'< &.7reoilioO'av, Twv 1i~ O.vopwv toeovTo. 
Compare again v. 75 ; viii. 64; and Polyb. vii. 9, 2. Oewv TWJI O'VO'Tpa
Teu'op.Evwv. 

Justin gives a narrative of an analogous application from the Epizephyrian 
Lokrians to Sparta (xx. 3): "Territi Locrenses ad Spartanos decurrunt: 
auxilium supplices deprecantur : illi longinqua militia gravati, aux:iliurn a 
Castore et Polluce petere eos jubent. Neque legati responsum socire urbis 
spreverunt ; profectique in proximum ternplum, facto sacrificio, auxilium 
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character more human and positive. Their request was granted; 
and the JEginetans commenced war against Athens, without 
even the decent preliminary of a herald and declaration.! 

This remarkable embassy first brings us into acquaintance 
with the Dorians of £gina-oligarchical, wealthy, commercial, 
and powerful at sea, even in the earliest days; more analogous 
to Corinth than to any of the other cities called Dorian. The 
hostility which they now began without provocation against 
Athens-repressed by Sparta at the critical moment of the 
battle of Marathon-then again breaking out-and hushed for 
a while by the common dangers of the Persian invasion under 
Xerxes, was appeased only with the conquest of the island about 
twenty years after that event, and with the expulsion and. 
destruction of its inhabitants. There had been indeed, accord
ing to Herodotus,2 a feud of great antiquity between Athens 
and JEgina-of which he gives the account in a singular 
narrative blending together religion, politics, exposition of 
ancient customs, &c. But at the time when the Thebans 
solicited aid from JEgina, the latter was at peace with Athens. 
The JEginetans employed their fleet, powerful for that day, in 
ravaging Phalerum and the maritime demes of Attica; nor had 
the Athenians as yet any fleet to resist them.3 It is probable 
that the desired effect was produced, of diverting a portion of 
the Athenian force from the war against Bceotia, and thus 
partially relieving Thebes; but the war of Athens against both 
of them continued for a considerable time, though we have no 
information respecting its details. 

Meanwhile the attention of Athens was called off from these 
combined enemies by a more menacing cloud which threatened 
to burst upon her from the side of Sparta. Kleomenes and his 
countrymen, full of resentment at the late inglorious desertion 
of Eleusis, were yet more incensed by the discovery, which 
appears to have been then recently made, that the injunctions 
of the Delphian priestess for the expulsion of Hippias from 
deorum implorant. Litatis hostiis, obtentoque, ttl rebantur, quod jetebant
haud secus lati quam si deos ipsos secum avecturi essent-pulvinaria iis in 
navi componunt, faustisque profecti ominibus, solatia suis pro auxiiiis 
deportant." In comparing the expressions of Herodotus with those of 
Jus tin, we see that the former believes the direct literal presence and action 
of the .tEakid heroes ("the The bans sent back the heroes and asked for men"), 
while the latter explains away the divine intervention into a mere fancy and 
feeling on the part of those to whom it is supposed to be accorded. This 
was the tone of those later authors whom Justin followed: compare also 
Pausan. iii. 19, 2. 

1 Herodot. v. 8r, 82. 2 Herodot. v. 83-88. 
3 Ilerodot. v. Sr-89. p.eyrl.A.ws 'A97Jvalovs lutviov-ro. 
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Athens had been fraudulently procured.1 Moreover Kleomenes, 
when shut up in the acropolis of Athens with Isagoras, had 
found there various prophecies previously treasured up by the 
Peisistratids, many of which foreshadowed events highly 
disastrous to Sparta. And while the recent brilliant manifesta
tions of courage and repeated victories, on the part of Athens, 
seemed to indicate that such prophecies might perhaps be 
realised-Sparta had to reproach herself, that, from the foolish 
and mischievous conduct of Kleomenes, she had undone the 
effect of her previous aid against_ the Peisistratids, and thus lost 
that return of gratitude which the Athenians would otherwise 
have testified. Under such impressions, the Spartan authorities 
took the remarkable step of sending for Hippias from his 
residence at Sigeium to Peloponnesus, and of summoning 
deputies from all their allies to meet him at Sparta. 

The convocation thus summoned deserves notice as the 
commencement of a new ~rain Grecian politics. The previous 
expedition of Kleomenes against Attica presents to us the first 
known example of Spartan headship passing from theory into 
act : that expedition miscarried because the allies, though 
willing to follow, would not follow blindly, nor be made the 
instruments of executing purposes repugnant to their feelings. 
Sparta had now learnt the necessity, in order to ensure their 
hearty concurrence, of letting them know what she contemplated, 
so as to ascertain at least that she had no decided opposition to 
apprehend. Here then is the third stage in the spontaneous 
movement of Greece towards a systematic conjunction, however 
imperfect, of its many autonomous units: first we have Spartan 
headship suggested in theory, from a concourse of circumstances 
which attract to her the admiration of all Greece-power, 
unrivalled training, undisturbed antiquity, &c. : next, the theory 
passes into act, yet rude and shapeless: lastly, the act becomes 
clothed with formalities, and preceded by discussion and 
determination. The first convocation of the allies at Sparta, 
for the purpose of having a common object submitted to their 
consideration, may well be regarded as an important event in 
Grecian political history : the proceedings at the convocation 
are no less important, as an indication of the way in which the 
Greeks of that day felt and acted, and must be borne in mind 
as a contrast with times hereafter to be described. 

Hippias having been presented to the assembled allies, the 
Spartans expressed their sorrow for having dethroned him
their resentment and alarm at the newborn insolence of Athens, 2 

1 Herodot. v. 90. 2 Herodot. v. 90, 91. 
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already tasted by her immediate neighbours, and menacing to 
every state represented in the convocation-and their anxiety 
to restore Hippias, not less as a reparation of past wrong, 
than as a means, through his rule, of keeping Athens low 
and dependent. But the proposition, though emanating from 
Sparta, was listened to by the allies with' one common sentiment 
of repugnance. They had no sympathy.for Hippias-no dislike, 
still less any fear, of Athens-and a profound detestation of 
the character of a despot. The spirit which had animated 
the armed contingents at Eleusis now re-appeared among the 
deputies at Sparta, and the Corinthians again took the initiative. 
Their deputy Sosikles protested against the project in the fiercest 
and most indignant strain. No language can be stronger than 
that of the long harangue which Herodotus puts into his mouth, 
wherein the bitter recollections prevalent at Corinth respecting 
Kypselus and Periander are poured forth. "Surely heaven and 
earth are about to change places-the fish are coming to.dwell 
on dry land, and mankind going to inhabit the. sea-when you, 
S.,partans, propose to subvert the popular governments, and to 
set up in the cities that wicked and bloody thing called a . 
Despot.l First try what it ·is, for yourselves at Sparta, and 
then force it upon others if you can : you have not tasted its 
calamities as we have, and you take very good care to keep it 
away from yourselves. We adjure you by the common gods 
of Hellas-plant not despots in her cities : if you persist in a· 
scheme so wicked, know that the Corinthians will not second 
you." 

This animated appeal was received with a shout of approba
tion and sympathy on the part of the allies. All with one 
accord united with Sosikles in adjuring the Lacedcemonians 2 

"not to revolutionise any Hellenic city." No one listened to 
Hippias when he replied, and warned the Corinthians that the 
time would come, when they, more· than any one else, would 
dread and abhor the Athenian democracy, and wish the 
Peisistratidce back again. "He knew well (says Herodotus)· 
that this would be, for he was better. acquainted with the 
prophecies than any man ; but no one then believed him, and 
he was forced to take his departure back to Sigeium ; the 
Spartans not venturing to espouse his cause against the 
determined sentiment of the allies." n 

1 Herodot. v. 92. . .. -rvpavvtaas ~s -rCu 1r6J.'"'s KaTd.')'etv 7rapacrJLevcl.(eu8e, 
Toil oi1TE Ct.Oucc6repov oUOlv i<1Tt K«T, O.J!8pC:nrous oiJTE p.taupovi!JTEpov. 

2 Herodot. v. 93· p.~ 'll'otf.tv f'710~V vecfnepov 'II'Epl 'II'Ol\w 'Ell.l\doa. · 
3 Herodot. v. 93, 94· . 
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That determined sentiment deserves notice, because it marks 

the present period of the Hellenic mind : fifty years later it will 
be found materially altered. A version to single-headed rule, 
and bitter recollection of men like Kypselus and Periander, 
are no.w the chords which thrill in an assembly of Grecian 
deputies. The idea of a revolution (implying thereby an organic 
and comprehensive charige of which the party using the word 
disapproves) consists in substituting a permanent One in place 
of those periodical magistrates and assemblies which were the 
common attribute of oligarchy and democracy ; the antithesis 
between these last two is as yet in the background, and there 
prevails neither fear of Athens nor hatred of the Athenian 
democracy. But when we turn to the period immediately 
before the Peloponnesian war, we find the order of precedence 
between these two sentiments reversed. The antimonarchical 
feeling has not perished, but has been overlaid by other and 
more recent political antipathies-the antithesis between 
democracy and oligarchy having become, not indeed the only 
sentiment, but the uppermost sentiment, in the minds of Grecian 
politicians generally, and the soul of active party movement. 
Moreover a hatred of the most deadly character has grown up 
against Athens and her democracy, especially in the grandsons 
of those very Corinthians who now stand forward as her 
sympathising friends. The remarkable change of feeling here 
mentioned is nowhere so strikingly exhibited as when we 
contrast the address of the Corinthian Sosikles just narrated, 
with the speech of the Corinthian envoys at Sparta imme
diately antecedent to the Peloponnesian war, as given to 
us in Thucydides.1 It will hereafter be fully explained 
by the intermediate events,, by the growth of Athenian power, 
and by the still more miraculous development of Athenian 
energy. 

Such development, the fruit of the fresh-planted democracy 
as well as the seed for its sustentation and aggrandisement, 
continued progressive during the whole period just adverted 
to; but the first unexpected burst of it, under the Kleisthenean 
constitution and after the expulsion of Hippias, is described 
by Herodotus in terms too emphatic to be omitted. After 
narrating the successive victories of the Athenians over both 
Breotians and Chalkidians, that historian proceeds-" Thus did 
the Athenians grow in strength. And we may find proof not 
merely in this instance but everywhere else, how valuable a 
thing freedom is : since even the Athenians, while under a 

1 Thucydid. i. 68-71, I2o-I24. 
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despot, were not superior in war th any of their surrounding 
neighbours, but so soon as they got liid of their despots, became 
by far the first of all. These things ~how that while kept down 
by one man, they were slack and timid, like men working for a 
master; but when they were liberated, every single man became 
eager in exertions for his own benefit." The same comparison 
re-appears a short time afterwards, where he tells us that " the 
Athenians, when free, felt themselves a match for Sparta; but 
while kept down by any man under a despotism, were feeble 
and apt for submission." 1 

Stronger expressions cannot be found to depict the rapid 
improvement wrought in the Athenian 'people by their new 
democracy. Of course this did not arise merely from suspension 
of previous cruelties, or from better laws, or better administra
tion. These indeed were essential conditions, but the active 
transforming cause here was, the principle and system of which 
such amendments formed the detail : the grand an5f new idea 
of the sovereign People, composed of free and equal citizens
or liberty and equality, to use words which so profoundly moved 
the French nation half a century ago. It was this comprehen
sive political idea which acted with electric effect upon the 
Athenians, creating within them a host of sentiments, motives, 
sympathies, and capacities, to which they had before been· 
strangers. Democracy in Grecian antiquity possessed the 
privilege, not only of kindling an earnest and unanimous 
attachment to the constitution in the bosoms of the citizens, 
but also of creating an energy of public and private action, 
such as could never be obtained under an oligarchy, where the 
utmost that could be hoped for was a passive acquiescence and 
obedience. Mr. Burke has remarked that the mass of the 
people are generally very indifferent about theories of govern
ment; but such indifference (although improvements in the 
practical working of all governments tend to foster it) is hardly 
to be expected among any people who exhibit decided mental 

.activity and spirit on other matters; and the reverse was un-
questionably true, in the year soo B.c., among the communities 

1 Herodot. v. 78-91. 'A87]va!ot p.lv vvv 7]li~7]VTO' 07]ll.o< ot ob KaT' ~~~ p.ovvov 
&.ll.i\a 71'1XVTax?J, 1] lCT7]")'0pl7] &s ((J'Tt xp?Jp.a; (J'71'0UOIXlOY, ei K<Xl 'A97]va!ot -rupa;v
vev&p..evot f.LEV oV6ap.Wv Ti:JV ucp,as 7rEptOLKE6V'TtJJV tuav T¢ woAfp.ul a,_udvovs, 
&.7rai\i\ax91vTes o€ Tvp&.vvwv, p.aKprp "PWTo< iylvov-ro· ll7]i\o< d!v -ra;uTa, 3n 
K~Te~&p.ev.~t p.tv i9ei\o_KJ.Keov, fs OEIJ''IrOTV 

1 
~p')'a(&p.evot, iAeu8epw9lv-rwv 

OE IXUTOS EKIXIJ'TOS ~WUT'IJ 7rpo8up.EETO KIXTEp")'a(elJ'8at. 
(c. 91.) Oi AaKeoa<p.ov<ot-v&cp 'Aa{36v-res, &s iA.e69epov"p.€v lov -ro ')'lvos 

TO 'A-r-r<KOv, lCT6ppo7roV Trp ~wu-rwv t.v ')'lvotTo, KaTex&p.evov o€ il7fo Tou 
'TupavvlOt, ci.O'Oev~s ~ectl 7TEl0apxl£Cr0at ETo'ip.ov. 
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of ancient Greece. Theories of government were there anything 
but a dead letter : they were connected with emotions of the 
strongest as well as of the most opposite character. The theory 
of a permanent ruling One, for example, was universally odious : 
that of a ruling Few, though acquiesced in, was never positively 
attractive, unless either where it was associated with the main
tenance of peculiar education and habits, as at Sparta, or where 
it presented itself as the only antithesis to democracy, the latter 
having by peculiar circumstances become an object of terror. 
But the theory of democracy was pre-eminently seductive; 
creating in the mass of the citizens an intense positive attach
ment, and disposing them to voluntary action and suffering on 
its behalf, such as no coercion on the part of other govern
ments could extort. Herodotus, 1 in his comparison of the three 
sorts of government, puts in the front rank of the advantages of 
democracy "its most splendid name and promise "-its power 
of enlisting the hearts of the citizens in support of their con
stitution, and of providing for all a common bond of union and 
fraternity. This is what even democracy did not always do : 
but it was what no other government in Greece could do : a 
reason alone sufficient to stamp it as the best government, and 
presenting the greatest chance of beneficent results, for a Grecian 
community. Among the Athenian citizens, certainly, it pro
duced a strength and unanimity of positive political sentiment, 
such as has rarely been seen in the history of mankind, which 
excites our surprise and admiration the more when we compare 
it with the apathy which had preceded, and which is even 
implied as the natural state of the public mind in Solon's famous 
proclamation against neutrality in a sedition.2 Because demo
cracy happens to be unpalatable to most modern readers, 
they have been accustomed to look upon the sentiment here 
described only in its least honourable manifestations-in the 
caricatures of Aristophanes, or in the empty common-places of 
rhetorical declaimers. But it is not in this way that the force, 
the earnestness, or the binding value, of democratical sentiment 

1 Herodot. iii. So. llA.i/8os o€ li.pxov, 7rpw-ra. p.Ev olivop.a. 7raVT6lV 
~ed.?I.Atcr-rov tx~t, l!fovop.[7JV" Oe6-repa. OE ToU-rwv Tfiw 6 p.oVvapxos, r.otEet 
ol!OEv. 1rd.Acp p.Ev lr.px?t.S tfpxet, inre68uvov 0€ &px1w txet, {3ovAE6p.a.-ra. OE 7T&.v-ra 
Es -rO «:otvOv ava.cpEpet. 

The democratical speaker at Syracuse, Athenagoras, also puts this 
name and promise in the first rank of advantages-(Thucyd. vi. 39) 
-.?yti> OE </>1JP.' 7r p w T a. p.;, ofip.ov ~Vp.7ra.V wvop.drF8a.•, oiu-ya.pxlav o€ 
p.€pos, &c. • · 

2 See the preceding chapter xi. of this History, vol. iii. p. 354, respecting 
the Solonian declaration here adverted to. 
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at Athens is to be measured. We must listen to it as it comes 
from the lips of Perikles,1 while he is strenuously enforcing upon 
the people those active duties for which it both implanted the 
stimulus and supplied the courage ; or from the oligarchical 
Nikias in the harbour of Syracuse, when he is endeavouring to 
revive the courage of his despairing troops for one last death
struggle, and when he appeals to their ,democratical patriotism 
as to the only flame yet alive and burning even in that moment 
of agony.2 From the time of Kleisthenes downward, the 
creation of this new mighty impulse makes an entire revolution 
in the Athenian character; and if the change still stood out 
in so prominent a manner before the eyes of Herodotus, much 
more must it have been felt by the contemporaries among whom 
it occurred. 

The attachment of an Athenian citizen to his democratical 
constitution comprised two distinct veins of sentiment : first, 
his rights, protection, and advantages derived from it-next, his 
obligations of exertion and sacrifice towards it and with reference 
to it. Neither of these two veins of sentiment was ever wholly 
absent ; but according as the one or the other was present at 
different times in varying proportions, the patriotism of the 
citizen was a very different feeling. That which Herodotus 
remarks is, the extraordinary efforts of heart and hand which 
the Athenians suddenly displayed-the efficacy of the active 
sentiment throughout the bulk of the citizens. We shall observe 
even more memorable evidences of the same ph::enomenon in 
tracing down the history from Kleisthenes to the end of the 
Peloponnesian war : we shall trace a series of events and 
motives eminently calculated to stimulate that self-imposed 
labour and discipline which the early democracy had first called 
forth. But when we advance farther down, from the restoration 
of the democracy after the Thirty Tyrants, to the time of 

· Demosthenes-(I venture upon this brief anticipation, in the 
conviction that one period of Grecian history can only be 
thoroughly understood by contrasting it with another)-we shall 
find a sensible change in Athenian patriotism. The active 
sentiment of obligation is comparatively inoperative-the citizen, 
it is true, has a keen sense of the value of the democracy as 
prote:ting him and ensuring to him valuable rights, and he is 

1 See the two speeches of Perikl~s in Thucyd. ii. 35-46, and ii. 60-64. 
Compare the reflections of Thucydides upon the two democracies of Athens 
and Syracuse-vi. 69 and vii. 21-55· _ -

2 Thucyd. vii. 69. lli!.Tploos -re "Ti)s til.euOepwr&:r11s {,'1r"f''P.Vtft1'l<wv 1<al 'T~S 
fv a.irrfj &.v(;1f'ITcl.fC"rou 1rtiutv ls T~V OlatTav E~oucrias, &c. -
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moreover willing to perform his ordinary sphere of legal duties 
towards it ; but he looks upon it as a thing established, and 
capable of maintaining itself in a due measure of foreign ascend
ency, without any such personal efforts as those which his 
forefathers cheerfully imposed upon themselves. The orations 
of Demosthenes contain melancholy proofs of such altered tone 
of patriotism-of that languor, paralysis, and waiting for others 
to act, which preceded the catastrophe of Chreroneia, notwith
standing an unabated attachment to the democracy as a source 
of protection and good government.1 That same preternatural 
activity which the allies of Sparta, at the beginning of the 
Peloponnesian war, both denounced and admired in the 
Athenians, is noted by the orator as now belonging to their 
enemy Philip. Such variations in the scale of national energy 
pervade history, modern as well as ancient, but :in regard to 
Grecian history, especially, they can never be overlooked. For 
a certain measure, not only of positive political attachment, but 
also of active self-devotion, military readiness, and personal 
effort, was the indispensable condition of maintaining Hellenic 
autonomy, either in Athens or elsewhere; and became so more 
than ever, when the Macedonians were once organised under 
an enterprising and semi-hellenised prince. The democracy 
was the first creative cause of that astonishing personal and 
many-sided energy which marked the Athenian character, for 
a century downward from Kleisthenes; that the same ultra· 
Hellenic activity did not longer continue, is referable to other 
causes which will be hereafter in part explained. No system of 
government, even supposing it to be very much better and more 
faultless than the Athenian democracy, can ever pretend to 
accomplish its legitimate end apart from the personal character 
of the people, or to supersede the necessity of individual virtue 
and vigour. During the half-century immediately preceding 
the battle of <:;hreroneia, the Athenians had lost that remarkable 
energy which distinguished them during the first century of 
their democracy, and had fallen much more nearly to a level 
with the other Greeks, in common with whom they were· 
obliged to yield to the pressure of a foreign enemy. I here 
briefly notice their last period of languor, in contrast with the 
first burst of democratical fervour under Kleisthenes now 
opening--a feeling, which will be found, as we proceed, to 

1 Compare the remarkable speech of the Corinthian envoys at Sparta 
(Thncyd. i. 68-71), with the cptll.o7rpa:y!J.olfVV'f/ which Demostheni:s so em· 
phatically notices in Philip (Oiynthiac. i. 6, p. 13) : also Philippic. i. 2, 
and the Philippics and Olynthiacs generally. 
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continue for a longer period than could have been reasonably 
anticipated, but which was too high-strung to become a perpetual 
and inherent attribute of any community. 

CHAPTER 'XXXII 

RISE OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE-CYRUS 

IN the preceding chapter I have followed the history of 
Central Greece very nearly down to the point at which the 
history of the Asiatic Greeks becomes blended with it, and 

· after which the two streams begin to flow to a great degree in 
the same channeL I now revert to the affairs of the Asiatic 
Greeks, and of the Asiatic kings as connected with them, at 
the point in which they were left in my seventeenth chapter. 

The concluding facts recounted in that chapter were of sad 
and serious moment to the Hellenic world. The Ionic and 
.i.Eolic Greeks on the Asiatic coast had been conquered and 
made tributary by the Lydian king Crc:esus : " down to that 

, time (says Herodotus) all Greeks had been free." Their con
queror Crc:esus, who ascended the throne in s6o B.C., appeared 
to be at the summit of human prosperity and power in his 
unassailable capital, and with his countless treasures a~ Sardis. 

' His dominions comprised nearly the .,vhole of Asia Min9r, as 
far as the river Halys to the east; on the other side of that 

· river began the Median monarchy under his brother-in-law 
Astyages, extending eastward to some boundary which we 
cannot define, but comprising in a south-eastern direction 
Persis proper or Farsistan, and separated from ,the Kissians 
and Assyrians on the east by the line of Mount Zagros (the 
present boundary-line between Persia and Turkey). Babylonia, 
with its wondrous city, between the Euphrates and the Tigris, 
was occupied by the Assyrians or Chaldreans, under their 
king Labynetus : a territory populous and fertile, partly by 
nature, partly by prodigies of labour, to a degree which makes 

, us mistrust even an honest eye-witness who <iescribes it after
! wards in its decline-but which was then in its most flourishing 
, condition. The Chaldrean dominion under Labynetus reached 
I to the borders qf Egypt, including as dependent territories 

both Judrea and Phenicia. In Egypt reigned the native king 
'Amasis, powerful and affluent, sustained in his throne by a 
large body of Grecian mercenaries, and himself favourably 



350 History of Greece 
disposed to Grecian commerce and settlement. Both with 
Labynetus and with Amasis, Crcesus was on terms of alliance ; 
and as Astyages was his brother-in-law, the four kings might 
well be deemed out of the reach of calamity. Yet within the 
space of thirty years or a little more, the whole of their 
territories had become embodied in one vast empire, under 
the son of an adventurer as yet not known even by name. 

The rise and fall of Oriental dynasties has been in all times 
distinguished by the same general features. A brave and 
adventurous prince, at the head of a population at once poor, 
warlike, and greedy, acquires dominion; while his successors, 
abandoning themselves to sensuality and sloth, probably also 
to oppressive and irascible dispositions, become in process of 
time victims to those same qualities in a stranger which had 
enabled their own father to seize the throne. Cyrus, the 
great founder of the Persian empire, first the subject and 
afterwards the dethroner of the Median Astyages, corresponds 
to this general description, as far at least as we can pretend to 
know his history. For in truth, even the conquests of Cyrus, 
after he became ruler of Media, are very imperfectly known, -
whilst the facts which preceded his rise up to that sovereignty 
cannot be said to be known at all : we have to choose between 
different accounts at variance with each other, and of which 
the most complete and detailed is stamped with all the 
character of romance. The Cyropredia of Xenophon is 
memorable and interesting, considered with reference to the 
Greek mind, and as a philosophical nove!.l That it should 
have been quoted so largely as authority on matters of history, 
is only one proof among many how easily authors have been 
satisfied as to the essentials of historical evidence. The 
narrative given by Herodotus of the relations between Cyrus 
and Astyages, agreeing with Xenophon in little more than the 
fact that it makes Cyrus son of Kambyses and Mandane and 
grandson of Astyages, goes even beyond the story of Romulus 
and Remus in respect to tragical incident and contrast. 
Astyages, alarmed by a dream, condemns the newborn inf!lnt 
of his daughter Mandane to be exposed : Harpagus, to whom 
the order is given, delivers the child to one of the royal 
herdsmen, who exposes 'it in the mountains, where i_t is 
miraculously suckled by a bitch.2 Thus preserved, and after-

1 Among the lost productions of Antisthen~s, the contemporary of Xeno
phon and Plato, and emanating like them from the tuition of Sokrat~s, was 
one, Kvpos, 1) 1repl Ba<rtll.das (Diogenes Laert. vi. 15). 

2 That this was the real story-a close parallel of Romulus and Remus-
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~vards brought up as the herdsman's child, Cyrus manifests 
great superiority both physical and mental, is chosen king in. 
play by the boys of the village, af\d in this capacity severely 
chastises the son of one of the courtiers ; for which offence he 
is carried before Astyages, who recognises him for his grandson, 
but is assured by the Magi that the dream is out; and that he 
has no further danger to apprehend from the boy-and there
fore permits him to live. With Harpagus, however, Astyages 
is extremely incensed, for not having executed his orders : he 
causes the son of Harpagus to be slain, and served up to 
be eaten by his unconscious father at a regal banquet. The 
father, apprised afterwards of the fact, dissembles his feelings, 
but meditates a deadly vengeance against Astyages for this 
Thyestean meal. He persuades Cyrus, who has been sent 
back to his father and mother in Persia, to head a revolt of 
the Persians against the Medes; whilst Astyages~to fill up_ 
the Grecian conception of madness as a precursor to ruin
sends an army against the revolters, commanded· by Harpagus 
himself. Of course the army is defeated-Astyages, after 
a vain resis~ance, is dethroned-Cyrus becomes ·king in his 
place-and Harpagus repays the outrage which he has 
undergone by the bitterest insults. 

Such are the heads of a, beautiful narrative which is given at 
some length in .Herodotus. It will probably appear to the 
readef sufficiently romantic; though the historian intimates that 
he had heard three other narratives different from it, and that 
all were more full of marvels, as well as in 'wider circulation, 
than his own, ·which he· had borrowed from some unusually 

we may see by Herodotus, i. i22. Some rationalising Greeks or Persians 
transformed it into a more plausible tale-that the herdsman's wife who 
suckled the boy Cyrus was named Kvvw (Kvclw is a dog, male or female) ; 
contending that this latter was the real basis of fact, and that the interven
tion of the bitch was an exaggeration built upon the name of the woman, in 
order- that the divine protection shown to Cyrus might be still more mani
fest-o/ ll€ 'TOI<lES 1ra.pa?o.a{Jovns TO olJVOf'a 'TOV70 ('iva 6ELOTEpws lio1<ey 
ToLen rr.Jpcrvcn ?TEpzE'iva.l u¢1. 0 1rais), Ka-r€/3aA.ov cpcl:rw Ws EK~eflp.evov 
Kiipov 1<vwv ~~e9peljte· lv8eiiTEJ! f'EJ! 7} cpclms al$,.71 I<<XwpfJ~<ee. 

In a previous volume of this History I have noticed various transformations 
operated by Palrephatus and others. upon the Greek mythes-the ram which 
carried Phryxus and Helle across the Hellespont is represented to us as 
having been in reality a m1m named Krius, who aided their flight-the 
winged horse which carried Bellerophon was a ship named Pegasus, &c. 

This same operation has· here been performed upon the story ofthe suck
ling Qf Cyrus; for we shall run little· risk in affirming that the miraculous 
story is the older of the two. The feelings which welcome a miraculous 
story are early and primitive ; those which break down the miracle into a 
commonplace fact are of subsequent growth. 
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sober-minded Persian informants.1 In what points the other 
three stories departed from it we do not hear. 

To the historian of Halikarnassus we have to oppose the 
physician of the neighbouring town Knidus-Ktesias, who 
contradicted Herodotus, not without strong terms of censure, 
on ma'!ly points, and especially upon that which is the very 
foundation of the early narrative respecting Cyrus; for he 
affirmed that Cyrus was noway related to Astyages.2 However 
indignant we may be with Ktesias for the disparaging epithets 
which he presumed to apply to an historian, whose work is to 
us inestimable-we must nevertheless admit, that as surgeon 
in actual attendance on king Artaxerxes Mnemon, and healer 
of the wound inflicted on that prince at Kunaxa by his brother 
Cyrus the younger,3 he had better opportunities even than 
Herodotus of conversing with sober-minded Persians ; and 
that the discrepancies between the two statements are to be 
taken as a proof of the prevalence of discordant, xet equally 
accredited, stories. Herodotus himself was in fact compelled 
to choose one out of four. So rare and late a plant is historical 
authenticity. 

That Cyrus was the first Persian conqueror, and that the 
space which he overran covered no less than fifty degrees of 
longitude, from the coast of Asia Minor to the Oxus and the 
Indus, are facts quite indisputable; but of the steps by which 
this was achieved, we know very little. The native Persians, 
whom he conducted to an empire so immense, were an 
aggregate of seven agricultural, and four nomadic tribes-all 
of them rude, hardy, and brave 4_dwelling in a mountainous 

1 Herodot. i. 95· 'ns &v ITepcdwv p.e'Te~ITepo• l11yovrnv, ol p.f, {3ov
A.op.evo• crep.vovv 'Ta 'frEpl Kvpov, al\l\a 'ThV ~OV'Ta Al"fElJI AO"fOll, Ka'Ta 'Tavra 
"fpcl.>fw· ~7rUT'Trl.p.evos 1repl Kopov Kal TP<<Pacrlas t!A.ll.as AO"fWV Mio/Js <P~va<. 
His informants were thus select persons, who differed from the Persians 
generally. · 

The long narrative respecting the infancy and growth of Cyrus is con
tained in Herodot. i. I07-129. 

2 See the Extracts from the lost Persian History of Ktesias, in Photius 
Cod. lxxii., also appended to Schweighiiuser's edition of Herodotus, vol. iv. 
p. 345· <l>n<Tl ~~ (Ktesias) abrov Twv 7rli.EI&vwv &. lcrTope'i abT07T'T'1ll "tev&p.evov, 
'I) 11"ap' ab-rwv ITepcrwv (tv6a 'Tb op~v p.f, ~vexC:,pe•) ab'Tf,KOOV Ka'Tacr'Trl.V'Ta, 
ofJ'TwS 'TnJI [CT'Top[a.v O"V'Y')'pc/.lfa.t. * 

To the discrepancies between Xenophon, Herodotus, and Ktesias, on the 
subject of Cyrus, is to be added the statement of lEschylus (Persre, 747), the 
oldest authority of them all, and that of the Armenian historians : see Bahr 1 

ad Ktesiam, p. 85: compare Bahr's comments on the discrepancies, p. 87. J 
3 Xenophon, Anabas. i. 8, 26. 1 
4 Herodot. i. 71-153; Arrian, v. 4; Strabo, xv. p. 727; Plato, Legg. 

iii. p. 695· 



Rise of the Persian Empire 353 
region, clothed in skins, ignorant of wine, or fruit, or any of 
the commonest luxuries of life, and despising the very idea 
of purchase or sale. Their tribes were very unequal in point 
of dignity<a> probably also in respect to numbers and powers, 
among on(;! another. First in estimation a~ong them stood 
the Pasargad::e ; and the first phratry or clan among the 
Pasargad::e were, the Ach::emenid::e, to whom Cyrus himself 
belonged. Whether his relationship to the Median king whom 
he dethroned was a matter of fact, or a politic fiction, we 
cannot 'Yell determine. But Xenophon, in noticing the spacious 
deserted cities, Larissa and Mespila,1 which he saw in his 
march with the Ten Thousand Greeks on the eastern side of 
the Tigris, gives us to understand that the conquest of Media 
by the Persians was reported to him as having been an 
obstinate and protracted· struggle. However this may be, the 
preponderance of the Persians was at last complete : though 
the Medes always continued to be the second nation in the 
empire, after the Persians, properly so called ; and by early 
Greek writers the great enemy in the East is often called 
"the Mede" 2 as well as"the Persian." The Median Ekbatana 
too remained as one of the capital cities, and the usual summer 
residence, of the kings of Persia ; Susa on the Choaspes, on 
the Kissian plain farther southward, and east of the Tigris, 
being their winter abode. 

The vast space of country comprised between the Indus on 
the east, the Oxus and Caspian Sea to the north, the Persian 
Gulf and Indian Ocean to the south, and the line of Mount 
Zagros to the west, appears to have been occupied in these 

· times by a great variety of different tribes and people, yet all 
or most of them belonging to the religion of Zoroaster, and 
sp\aking dialects of the Zend language.3 It was known 
amongst its inhabitants by the common name of Iran or 
.A'ria : it is, in its central parts at least, a high, cold plateau, 
t6tally destitute of wood and scantily supplied with water ; 
much of it indeed is a salt and sandy desert, unsusceptible 

1 Xenophon, Anabas. iii. 3, 6;. iii. 4, 7-12. Strabo had read accounts 
which represented the last battle between Astyages and Cyrus to have been 
fought near Pasargadre (xv. p. 730). . 

2 Xenophan@s, Fragm. p. 39, ap. Schneidewin, Delectus Poett. Elegiac. 
Grrec.-

ll17Al~~:o~ ~a-6' 08' 0 Mij8o~ O.tf>liceTo; 

compare Theognis, v. 775, and Herodot. i. 163. 
3 Strabo, xv. p. 724. OJLO')'ll.w-r-rot 'll'ap?x. }Ltt<p&v. See Heeren, Ueber den 

Verkehr der Alten Welt, part i. book i. p. 32o-:340, and Ritter, Erdkunde, 
West A.sien, b. iii. Abtheil. ii. sect. I and 2, p. 17-84. 
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of culture. Parts of it are eminently fertile, where water can be 
procured and irrigation applied. Scattered masses of tolerably 
dense population thus grew up ; but continuity of cultivation 
is not practicable, and in ancient times, as at present, a large 
proportion of the population of Iran seems to have consisted 
of wandering or nomadic tribes with their tents and cattle. 
The rich pastures, and the freshness of the summer climate, 
in the region of mountain and valley near Ekbatana, are 
extolled by modern travellers, just as they attracted the Great 
King in ancient times during the hot months. The more 
southerly province called Persis proper (Farsistan) consists 
also in part of mountain land interspersed with valley and 
plain, abundantly watered, and ample in pasture, sloping 
gradually down to low grounds on the sea-coast which are 
hot and dry : the care bestowed, both by Medes and Persians, 
on the breeding of their horses, was remarkable.l There were 
doubtless material differences betwe.en different parts of the 
population of this vast plateau of Iran. Yet it seems that 
along with their common language and religion, they had also 
something of a common character, which contrasted with the 
Indian population east of the Indus, the Assyrians west of 
Mount Zagros, and the Massagetre and other Nomads of the 
Caspian and the Sea of Aral-less brutish, restless, and blood
thirsty, than the latter-more fierce, contemptuous and 
extortionate, and less capable of sustained industry, than the 
two former. There can be little doubt, at the time of which 
we are now speaking, when the wealth and cultivation of 
Assyria were at their maximum, that Iran also was far better 
peopled than ever it has been since European observers have 
been able to survey it ; especially the north-eastern portion, 
Baktria and Sogdiana; so that the invasions of the Nomads 
from Turkestan and Tartary, which have been so destructive 
at various intervals since the Mahomedan conquest, were 
before that period successfully kept back. 

The general analogy among the population of Iran probably 
enabled the Persian conqueror with comparative ease to extend 
his empire to the east, after the conquest of Ekbatana, and to 
become the full heir of the Median kings. If we ,may believe 
Ktesias, even the distant provirice of Baktria had been before 
subject to those kings. At first it resisted Cyrus, but finding 

1 About the province of Persis, see Strabo, xv. p. 727 ; Diodor. xix. 21 ; 
Quintus Curti us, v. 13, 14, p. 432-434, with the valuable explanatory notes 
of Miitzell (Berlin, 1841). Compare also Marier's Second Journey in 
Persia, p. 49-120, and Ritter, Erdkunde, West Asien, p. 712-738. 

f 
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that he had become son-in-law of Astyages, as well as master' 
of his person, it speedily acknowledged his authority.! . 

According to the representation of Herodotus, the war 
between Cyrus and Crcesus of Lydia began shortly after the 
capture of Astyages, and before the conquest of Baktria.2 

Crcesus was .the assailant, wishing to. avenge his brother-in
law, to arrest the growth of the Persian conqueror, and to 
increase his . own dominions.. His more prudent councillors 
in vain represented to him that he had little to gain, and much 
to lose, by war with a nation alike hardy and poor. He is 
represented as just at that; time recovering from the affliction 
arising out of the death. of his son. 

To ask advice of the.oracle, before he took any final deci
sion, was a step which no pious king would omit. But in the 
present perilous question, Crcesus did more-he· took a pre
caution so extreme, that if his piety had not been placed 
·beyond all doubt by his extraordinary munificence to the 
temples, he might have drawn upon himself the suspicion of a 
guilty scepticism.3 Before he would send to ask advice respect
ing the project itself,. he resolve.d to test the credit of· some 
of the chief S).mounding oracles_:_ Delphi, Dodona, Branchidre 
near Mih~tus,· Amphiaraus at Thebes, Trophonius at .Lebadeia, 
and Ammon in Libya. His envoys started from Sardis on the 
same day, and were all directed on the hundredth day after
wards, to ask at.the respective oracleshow Crcesus was at that 
precise moment employed. This was a severe trial : of the· 
manner in which it was met by four out of the six oracles con
sulted, we have no information, and it rather appears that their 

. answers were ·.unsatisfactory. But Amphiaraus maintained his 
credit undiminished, while Apollo at Delphi, more omniscient 
than Apollo at Branchidre, solved the question with such un
erring precision, as to afford a. strong additional argument 
against persons who might be disposed to scoff at divination .. 
No sCioner had the envoys put the question to the Delphian 
priestess, on the day named, "What is Crcesus now doing?" 
than she exclaimed, in the accustomed hexameter. verse,4 "I 
know the number of grains of sand, and the measures of the 
sea: I understand the dumb, and I hear the man who speaks 

1 Kt&sias, Persica, c. 2. 2 · Herodot. i. 153. 
3 That this point of view should not be noticed in Herodotus, may' 

appear singular, whep. we read his story (vi. 86) about the Milesian 
Glaukus, and the judgement that overtook him for having tested the oracle ; 
but"it is put forward by Xenophon as constituting part of the guilt of Crcesus 
(Cyropred. yii .. 2, 17) .. 

4 Herodot. i. 47, 48, 49, 50. 
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not. The smell reaches me of a hard-skinned tortoise boiled 
in a copper with lamb's flesh-copper above and copper below."• 
Crcesus was awestruck on receiv'ing this reply. It described 
with the utmost detail that which he had been really doing, so 
that he accounted the Delphian oracle and that of Amphiaraus 
the only trustworthy oracles on earth-following up these 
feelings with a holocaust of the most munificent character, in 
order to win the favour of the Delphian god. Three thousand 
cattle were offered up, and upon a vast sacrificial pile were 
placed the most splendid purple robes and tunics, together with 
couches and censers of gold and silver; besides which he sent 
to Delphi itself the richest presents in gold and silver-ingots, 
statues, bowls, jugs, &c., the size and weight of which we read 
with astonishment; the more so as Herodotus himself saw them 
a century afterwards at Delphi.1 Nor was Crcesus altogethe: 
unmindful of Amphiaraus, whose answer had been creditable, 
though less triumphant than that of the Pythian priestess. H~ 
sent to Amphiaraus a spear and shield of pure gold, which were 
afterwards seen at Thebes by Herodotus : this large donati1 e 
may help the reader to conceive the immensity of those which 
he sent to Delphi. . 

The envoys who conveyed these gifts were instructed to ask 
at the same time, whether Crcesus should undertake an expeJi
tion against the Persians-and if so, whether he should sol'cit 
any allies to assist him. In regard to the second question, rhe 
answer both of Apollo and of Amphiaraus was decisive, recom
mending him to invite the alliance of the most powerful 
Greeks. In regard to the first and most momentous quest;on, 
their answer was as remarkable for circumspection as it had 
been before for detective sagacity: they told Crcesus, that 'f h.:. 
invaded 'the Persians, he would subvert a mighty mona: chy. 
The blindness of Crcesus interpreted this declaration into an 
unqualified promise of success: he sent further presents tJ the 
oracle, and again inquired whether his kingdom would be 
durable. "When a mule shall become king of the ~ Iedes 
(replied the priestess), then must thou run away-b~ not 
ashamed." 2 

More assured than ever by such an answer, Crcesus :,ent to 
Sparta, under the kings Anaxandrides and Aristo, to tender 
presents and solicit their alliance.3 His proposition~ were 
favourably entertained-the more so, as he had before gratui
tously furnished some gold to the Laced;:emonians, for .1. statue 

1 Herodot. i. 52, 53, 54· 
s Herodot. i. 67-70. 

2 Herodot. i. Sf,. 
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to Apollo. The alliance now formed was altogether general
,lo express· effort being as yet demanded from them, though it 
soon came to be. But the incident is to be noted, as marking 
the first plunge of the leading Grecian state into Asiatic 
politics; and that too without any of the generous Hellenic 
sympathy which afterwards induced Athens to send her citizens 
across the .tEgean. At this time Crresus was the master and 
tribute-exactor of the Asiatic Greeks, whose contingents seem 
to have formed part of his army for the expedition now con
templated ; an army consisting principally, · not of native 
Lydians, but of foreigners. 

The river Halys formed the boundary at this time between 
the Median and Lydian empires : and Crresus, marching atross 
that river into the territory of the Syrians or Assyrians of 
Kappadqkia, took the city of Pteria, with many of its surround
ing dependencies, inflicting damage and destruction upon these 
distant subjects of Ekbatana. Cyrus lost no time in bringing 
an army to their defence considerably larger than that of 
Crresus; trying at the same time, though unsuccessfully, to 
prevail on the Ionians to revolt from him. A bloody battle 
took place between the two armies, but with indecisive result: 
after whicp. Crresus, seeing that he could not hope to accom
plish more with his forces as they stood, thought it wise to 
return to his capital, and collect a larger army for the next cam
paign. Immediately on reaching Sardis he despatched envoys 
to Labynetus king of Babylon; to Amasis king of Egypt; to 
the Laced::emonians, and to other allies ; calling upon all of 
them to send auxiliaries to Sardis during the course of the fifth 

; month. In the meantime, he dismissed all the foreign troops 
·ho had followed him into Kappadokia.l 

Had these allies appeared; the war might perhaps have been 
prosecuted with success. And on the part of the Laced::e
monians at least, there was no tardiness; for their ships were 
ready and their troops almost on board, when the unexpected 
news reached them that Crresus was already ruined.2 Cyrus 
had foreseen and forestalled the defensive plan of his enemy. 
Pushing on with his army to Sardis without delay, he obliged 
the Lydian prince to give battle with his own unassisted sub
jects. The open and spacious plain before that town was 
highly• favourable to the Lydian cavalry, which at that time 
(Herodotus tells us) was· superior to the Persian. But Cyrus, 
employing a stratagem :vhereby this cavalry was rendered un
available, placed in front of his line the baggage camels, which 

1 Herodot. i. 77· 2 Herodot. i. 83. 
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the Lydian horses could not endure either to smell or to 
behold.1 The horsemen of Crresus were thus obliged to dis
mount; nevertheless they fought bra vel) on foot, and were not 
driven into the town till after a sanguinary combat. 

Though confined within the walls of his capital, Crresus had 
still good reason for hoping to hold out until the arrival of his 
allies, to whom he sent pressing envoys of acceleration. For 
Sardis was considered impregnable-one assault had already 
been repulsed, and the Persians would have been reduced to 
the slow process of blockade. But on the fourteenth day of 
the siege, accident did for the besiegers that which they could 
not have accomplished either by skill or force. Sardis was 
situated on an outlying peak of the north~rn side of Tmolus; it 
was well fortified everywhere except towards the mountain; and 
on that side, the rock was so precipitous and inaccessible, that 
fortifications were thought unnecessary, nor did the inhabitants 
believe assault to be possible in that quarter. But Hyrreades, 
a Persian soldier, having accidentally seell one of the garrison 
descending this precipitous rock to pick 1p his helmet which 
had rolled down, watched his opportunitr', tried to climb up, 
and found it not impracticable ; others followed his example, 
the stronghold was thus seized first, and th ~whole city speedily 
taken by storm. 2 

Cyrus had given especial orders to spare the life of Crresus, 
who was accordingly made prisoner. But preparations were 
made for a solemn and terrible spectacle; 1 he captive king was 
destined to be burnt in chains, together with fourteen Lydian 
youths, on a vast pile of wood. We are ewn told that the pile 
was already kindled and the victim beyond the reach of human 
aid, when Apollo sent a miraculous rain to preserve him. As 
to the general fact of supernatural interposition, in one way or 
another, Herodotus and Ktesias both agree, though they 
describe differently the particular miracle~ wrought. 8 It is 

1 The story about this successful employment of t ·,e camels appears also 
in Xenophon, Cyropred. vii. 1, 47· 

2 Herodot. i. 84. 
8 Compare Herodot. i. 84-87, and Ktesias, Persi;a, c. 4; which latter 

seems to have been copied by Polyrenus, vii. 6, 10. 
It is remarkable that among the miracles enumerated by Ktesias, no 

mention is made of fire or of the pile of wood kindle( : we have the chains 
of Crresus miraculously struck off, in the midst oft mnder and lightning, 
but no fire mentioned. This is deserving of notice LS illustrating the fact 
that Ktesias derived his information from Persian nar-ators, who would not 
be likely to impute to Cyrus the use of fire for such a purpose. The 
Persians worshipped fire as a god, and considered it in1pious to burn a dead 
body (Herodot. iii. 16). Now Herodotus seems to lave heard the story 
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certain that Crcesus, after some time, . was released and wen· 
treated by his conqueror, and lived to become the confidential 
adviser of the latter as well as of his son Kambyses : 1. Ktesias 
also acquaints us that a considerable town and. territory near 
Ekbatana, called Barene, .was assigned to him, according to a 
practice which we shall find not unfrequent with the Persian 
kings. . . 

. The prudent. counsel and remarks as to the relations between 
Persians and Lydians, whereby Crcesus is said by Herodotus to 
have first earned this favourable treatment, are hardly worth 
repeating; but the indignant remonstrance.sent by Crcesus to 
the Delphian god is too characteristic to )Je passed over. He 
obtained permission from Cyru,s to lay upon the holy pavement 
of the Delphian temple the cha,ins with which he had at first 
been bound. The Lydian envoys were instructed, after ex
hibiting to the god these humiliating memorials, to ask whether 
it was his custom to deceive his benefactors, and whether he 
was not ashamed to have encouraged the king of Lydia in .an 
enterprise so disastrous? The god, condescending to justify 
himselfby the lips of the priestess, replied-"Not,even a god 
can escape his destiny. Crcesus has suffered for the sin of his ' 
fifth ancestor (Gyges), who, conspiring with a woman, slew his 
master and wrongfully seized the sceptre. Apollo employed all 
his influence with the Mcerre (Fates) to obtai!! that this sin 
might be expiated by the children of Crcesus, and not by 
Crcesus himself; but· the Mcerre would grant nothing more 
than a postponement of the judgement for three years. Let 
Crcesus know that Apollo has thus. procured for him a. reign 
three years longer than his original destiny, 2• after having .tried 

about the burning from Lydian. informants (A.€-y•rat ,),.~ Avowv, Herodot. i. 
87). Whether the Lydians regarded fire in the same point of view as the 
Persians, we do not know ; but even if they did, they would not be indis· 
posed to impute to Cyrus an act of gross impiety, just as the Egyptians 
imputed another act equally gross to Kambys~s, which Herodotus himself 
treats as a falsehood (iii. 16). 

The long narrative given by Nikolaus Damask~nus of: the treatment of • 
Crresus by Cyrus, has been supposed by some to have been borrowed from 
the Lydian historian Xanthus, elder contemporary of Herodotus. But it 
·seems to me a mere compilation, not well put together,· from Xenophon's 
Cyr0predia and from the narrative of Herodotus, perhaps including some 
particular incidents out of Xanthus (see Nikol. Damas. Fragm. ed. Ore!!. 
p. 57-70, and the Fragments of Xanthus in Didot's Historic. Grrecor. 
Fragm. p. 40). 

1 Justin (i. 7) seems to copy Ktesias, about the treatment of Crresus. · 
' 2 Herodot. i. gi . . ITpo8up.•op.ivou OE Ao~l·w liKWS av KaTa'I'OQs'll"aloaSTOVs 
Kpolcrov -y€vot-ro T~ ~a.p8lwv ... &.8os, 1eal p.h Kar' ab-r~v Kpolcrov, obi< oT&v TE 

~'YEVETO 7rapa-ya-yiiv Molpas· ocrov OE ,ivJ8wKaV a!lrat, ijv6cra-ro, Kal ixaplcrar& 
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in vain to rescue him altogether. Moreover he sent that rain 
which at the critical moment extinguished the burning pile. 
Nor has Crees us any right to complain of the prop 1ecy by 
which he was encouraged to enter on the war; for when the 
god told him, that he would subvert a great empire, it was his 
duty to bave again inquired which empire the god meant; and 
if he neither understood the meaning, nor chose to ask for 
information, he has himself to blame for the result. Besides, 
Crcesus neglected the warning given to him, about th< acquisi
tion of the Median kingdom by a mule: Cyrus was t1at mule 
-son of a Median mother of royal breed, by a Persi.m father 
at once of different race and of lower position." 

This triumphant justification extorted even from Crcesus 
himself a full confession, that the sin lay with him, an(. not with 
the god.l It certainly illustrates in a remarkable manner the 
theological ideas of the time. It shows us how much, in the 
mind of Herodotus, the facts of the centuries precedin;~ his own, 
unrecorded as they were by any contemporary authority, 
tended to cast themselves into a sort of religious drama; the 
threads of the historical web being in part put togeth•!r, in part 
originally spun, for the purpose of setting forth the, religious 
sentiment and doctrine woven in as a pattern. The Pythian 
priestess predicts to Gyges that the crime which he had com
mitted in assassinating his master would be expiated ')y his fifth 
descendant, though, as Herodotus tells us, no one took any 
notice of this prophecy until it was at last fulfilled : 2 we see 
thus that the history of the first Mermnad king is made up after 
the catastrophe of the last. There was something ir. the main 
facts of the history of Crcesus profoundly striking to the 
Greek mind: a king at the summit of wealth and po·ver-pious 
in the extreme and munificent towards the god~.-the first 
destroyer of Hellenic liberty in Asia-then prec pitated, at 
once and on a sudden, into the abyss of ruin. The sin of the 
first parent helped much towards the solution of thi~ perplexing 
problem, as well as to exalt the credit of the oracle, when made 
to assume the shape of an unnoticed prophecy. Ir the affect
ing story (discussed in a former chapter 3) of Solon wd Crcesus, 

o1· Tplo. -yap ¥Teo. bro.vefJdll.eTo .,hv ~o.polwv li.A.Wir<V" Ko.l TovTo i7rlfTTdu8w 
Kpoiuos, Ws fJuTepov 'T'O'i(n lTErn. TOVTott:n ltAoVs T~S 7f'E7rpwp.€vrJ's. 

1 Herodot. i. 9!. '0 OE il!<OVITO.S uuv€-yvw EWVTOU dvo.• Thv a}La.pTdoo., Kal 
oU 'Toil OeoV. 

Xenophon also in the Cyrop::edia (vii. 2, 16-25) brings Croesus to the 
same result of confession and humiliation, though by st!ps somewhat 
different. 

2 Herodot. i. 13. 8 See vol. iii. chap. xi. p. ys· . 
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the Lydian king is punished with an acute domestic affliction 
because he thought himself the happiest of mankind-the gods 
not suffering any one to be arrogant except themselves ; 1 

and the warning of Solon is made to recur to Crc:esusJ after 
he has become the prisoner of Cyrus, in the narrative of 
Herodotus. To the same vein of thought belongs the story, 
just recounted, of the relations of Crc:esus with the Delphian 
oracle. An account is provided, satisfactory to the religious 
feelings of the Greeks, how and why he was ruined-but no
thing less than the overruling and omnipotent Mc:ene could be 
invoked to explain so stupendous a result. . It is rarely that 
these supreme goddesses-or hyper-goddesses, since the' gods 
themselves must submit to them-are brought into such 
distinct light and action. Usually they are kept in the dark, 
or are left to be understood as the unseen stumbling-block in 
cases of extreme incomprehensibility ; and it is difficult clearly 
to determine (as in the case of some complicated political con
stitutions) where the Greeks conceived sovereign power to reside, 
in respect to the government of the world. But here the 
sovereignty of the Mc:erre, and the subordinate agency of the 
go_ds, are unequivocally set forth. 2 The gods are still extremely 

I Herodot. vii. 10. ou -yi'tp ·~ cppoveE<v 11.11.1\ov p.e-ya. o ll•os 1) ~wtrr&v. 
2 In the oracle reported in Herodot. vii. 141, as delivered by the Pythian 

priestess to Athens on occasion of the approach of Xerxes, Zeus is repre
sented in the same supreme position as :the present oracle assigns to the. 
Mcerre or Fates: Pallas in vain attempts to propitiate him in favour of 
Athens, just as in this case Apollo tries to mitigate the Mcerre in respect 
to Crcesus-

OV 8Vv11rcu. Ila,\i\0.~ At: 'Oi\VJA:7nov €~tl\O.ua.cr6at, 
Auruop.iVYJ rro.U.oiur. A6yms- Ka.l. /J.:qn8t. mJKvjj, &c, 

Compare also viii. 109 and ix. 16. 
0. r.1iiller (Dissertation on the Eumenides of lEschylus, p. 222, Eng. 

Transl.) says-" On no occasion does Zeus Soter exert his influence directly, 
like Apollo, Minerva, and the Erinnyes ; but whereas Apollo is prophet 
and exegetes by virtue of wisdom derived from him, and Minerva is in
debted to him for her sway over. states and assemblies-nay, the· very 
Erinnyes exercise their functions in his name-'--this Zeus stands always in 
the background, and has in reality only to settle a conflict existing within 
himself. For with JEschylus, as with all men of profound feeling among 
the Greeks from the earliest times, Jupiter is the only real god in the higher 
sense of the word. Although he is in the spirit of ancient theology a 
generated god arisen out of an imperfect state of things, and not produced 
till the third stage of a development of nature-still he is, at the time we, 
are speaking of, the spirit that pervades and governs the universe." 

To the same purpose Klausen expresses himself (Theologumena lEschyli, 
p. 6-69) . 

.It .is perfectly. true that many passages may" be produced from. Greek 
authors which ascribe to Zeus the supreme power here noted. But it is 
equally true that this conception is not uniformly adhered to, and that 

N 2 • 
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powerful, because the Mcene comply with their requests up to 
a certain point, not thinking it proper to be whc lly inexorable; 
but their compliance is carried no further than they themselves 
choose; nor would they, even in deference to Apollo, I alter the 
original sentence of punishment for the sin 01 · Gyges in the 
person of his fifth descendant-a sentence moreover which 
Apollo himself had formally prophesied shortl{ after the sin . 
was committed; so that, if the Mcerre had :.istened to his 
intercession on behalf of Crees us, ·his own prophetic credit 
would have been endangered. Their unalterable resolution 
has predetermined the ruin of Crcesus, and the grandeur of the 
event is manifested by the circumstance, that evt:n Apollo him
self cannot prevail upon them to alter it, or to gnnt more than 
a three years' respite. The religious element must here be 
viewed as giving the form-the historical element as giving the 
matter only, aud not the whole matter-of the story. These 
two elements will be found conjoined more or It ss throughout 
most of the history of Herodotus, though as \1·e descend to 

sometimes the Fates or M cerre are represented as supreme ; occasionally 
represented as the stronger and Zeus as the weaker (Prom~theus, SIS)· 
The whole tenor of the Prometheus of JEschylus, in fact, brings out the 
conception of a Zeus TVpa:vvos-whose power is not supreme, even for the 
time ; and is not destined to continue permanently eve 1. at its existing 
height. The explanations given by Klausen of this dra:na appear to me 
incorrect ; nor do I understand how it is to be reconciled with the above 
passage quoted from 0. Muller. 

The two oracles here cited from Herodotus exhibit plain: y the fluctuation 
of Greek opinion on this subject : in the one, the supremt· determination, 
and the inexorability which accompanies it, are ascribed to Zeus-in the 
other, to the Mcerre. This double point of view adapted itself to different 
occasions, and served as a help for the interpretation of different events. 
Zeus was supposed to have certain sympathies for human being~; misfor
tunes happened to various men which he not only did not v •ish to bring on, 
but would have been disposed to avert ; here the Mcem, who had no 
sympathies, were introduced as an explanatory cause, ta:itly implied as 
overruling Zeus. "Cum Furiis JEschylus Parcas tantum 1on ubique con
jungit," says Klausen (Theol. JEsch. p. 39) ; and this er tire absence of 
human sympathies constitutes the common point of both-t: 1at in which the 
Mcerre and the Erinnyes differ from all the other god ;-7recJ>p<Ka: T<!.v 
<i>l\.<ulotKOV 8<il.v, oii 8<ols bp.ola:v (JEschyl. Sept. ad Theb. 720): compare 
Eumenid. 961, 172, and indeed the general strain of that feuful tragedy. 

In JEschylus, as in Herodotus, Apollo is represented as exercising per
suasive powers over the Mcerre (Eumenid. 724)-Molpa:s twcra:s &cpehous 
8<1va:t SpoToVs. 

·l The language of Herodotus deserves attention: Apollo tells Crcesus
" I applied to the Mcerre to get the execution of the judgenent postponed 
from your time to that of your children-but I could n<·t prevail upon 
them ; but as much as they would yield qf their own accord, I procured for 
you" (8o-ov oe ~vEO(I)JCCI.V a11Taz, ExapiO"aT6 oi-i. 91). 
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later times, we shall find the latter element 'in constantly 
increasing proportion. His conception of history is extremely 
different from that of Thucydides, who lays down to himself 
the true scheme and purpose of the historian, common to him 
with the philosopher-to recount and interpret the past, as·a 
rational aid towar:ds prevision of the future. 1 

The destruction of the Lydian monarchy, and the establish
ment of the Persians at Sardis-an event pregnant with 
consequences to Hellas generally-took place in 546 B.c.2 

Sorely did the Ionic Greeks now repent that they had rejected 
the propositions made to them by Cyrus for revolting from 
Cri:Esus-though at the time when these propositions were 
made, it would have been highly imprudent to listen to them, 
since the Lydian power might reasonably be looked upon as 
the stronger. As soon as Sardis had fallen, they sent envoys to 
the conqueror entreating that they might be enrolled as his 
tributaries, on the footing which they had occupied under 
Cr~sus. The reply was a stern and angry refusal, with the 
exception of the Milesians, to whom the terms which they asked 
were granted : 3 why this favourable exception was extended to 
them, we do not know. 

The other continental Ionians and JEolians (exclusive of 
Miletus, and exclusive also of the insular cities which the 
Persians had no means of attacking), seized with alarm, began 
to put themselves in a condition of defence. It seems that the 
Lydian king had caused the~r fortifications to be wholly or 

I Thucyd. i. 22. 
2 This important date depends upon the evidence of Solin us (Polyhistor. 

i. II2) and Sosikrates (ap. Diog. Laert. i. 95): see Mr. Clinton's Fasti 
Hellen. ad ann. 546, and his Appendix, ch. 17, under the Lydian kings. 

Mr. Clinton and most of the chronologists accept the date without hesita
tion, but Volney (Recherches sur l'Histoire Ancienne, vol. i. p. 306-308·; 
Chronologie des Rois Lydiens) rejects it altogether ; considering the capture 
of Sardis to have occurred in 557 B.c., and the reign of Crcesus to have 
begun in 571 B.c. He treats very contemptuously the authority of Solinus 
and Sosikrates, and has an elaborate argumentation to prove that the date 
which he adopts is borne out by Herodotus. This latter does not appear 
to me at all satisfactory: I adopt the date of Solin us and Sosikrates (though 
agreeing with Volney that such t'ositive authority is not very considerable), 
because there is nothing to contradict them, and because the date which 
they give seems in consonance with the stream of the history. 

Volney's arguments suppose in the mind of Herodotus a degree of chrono
logical precision altogether unreasonable, in reference to events anterior to 
contemporary records. He (like other chronologists) exhausts his ingenuity 
to find a proper point of historical time for the supposed conversation 
between Solon and Crcesus (p. 320). 

8 Herodot. i. 14r. 
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partially dismantled, for we are told that they now h ~gan to 
erect walls; and the PhOkreans especially devoted · o that 
purpose a present which they had received from the [berian 
ArganthOnius, king of Tartessus. Besides thus streng ;hening 
their own cities, they thought it advisable to send a joint 
embassy entreating aid from Sparta. They doubtless w.ore not 
un-apprised that the Spartans had actually equipped a 'l army 
for the support of Crcesus. Their deputies went .to Sparta, 
where the PhOkrean Pythermus, appointed by the res: to be 
spokesman, clothing himself in a purple robe 1 in o ·der to 
attract the largest audience possible, set forth their r:ressing 
need of succour against the impending danger. The l acedre
monians refused the prayer; nevertheless they despat~ bed to 
Phokrea some commissioners to investigate the state of affairs 
-who, perhaps persuaded by the Phokreans, sent Lakrir es, one 
of their number, to the conqueror at Sardis, to warn h m that 
he should not lay hands on any city of Hellas--for the 
Lacedremonians would not permit it. "Who are these 
Lacedremonians? (inquired Cyrus from some Greeks wh) stood 
near him)-how many are there of them, that they venture to 
send me such a notice?" Having received the answer, v•herein 
it was stated that the Lacedremonians had a city and a regular 
market at Sparta, he exclaimed-" I have never ye: been 
afraid of men like these, who have a set place in the niddle 
of their city, where they meet to cheat one another a:1d for
swear themselves. If I live they shall have troubles of their 
own to talk about, apart from fhe Ionians." To buy or sell 
appeared to the Persians a contemptible practice : fer they 
carried out consistently one step further, the principlE upon 
which even many able Greeks condemned the lending of money 
on interest ; and the speech of Cyrus was intended as a covert 
reproach of Grecian habits generally.2 

This blank menace of Lakrines, an insulting provoca· ion to 
the enemy rather than a real support to the distressed, \\as the 
only benefit which the Ionic Greeks derived from Sparta. They 
were left to defend themselves as best they could agair;st the 
conqueror; who presently however quitted Sardis to prc·secute 
in person his conquests in the 'East, leaving the Persian 
Tabalus with a garrison in the citadel, but consigning th•! large 

1 Herodot. i. 152. The purple garment, so attractive a spectac'e amid 
the plain clothing universal at Sparta, marks the contrast between Asiatic 
and European Greece. 

2 Herodot. i. I 53· Tav'l'a ls 'I'OVS ... cl.v'l'as "EAA1JVCIS a7rlppnjl• b I:iipos 'l'a 
(?rea, &c. 
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treasure captured, with authority over the Lydian population, 
to the Lydian Paktyas. As he carried away Crcesus along with 
him, he probably considered himself sure of the fidelity of those 
Lydians whom the deposed monarch recommended. But he 
had not yet arrived at his own capital, when he received the 
intelligence that Paktyas had revolted, arming . the Lydian 
population, and employing the treasure in his charge to hire 
fresh troops. On hearing this news, Cyrus addressed himself 
to Crcesus (according to Herodotus) in terms of much wrath 
against the Lydians, and even intimated that he should be 
compelled to sell them all as slaves. Upon which Crcesus, full 
of alarm for his people, contended. strenuously that Paktyas 
alone was in fault and deserving of punishmel)t; but he at the 
same time advised Cyrus to disarm the Lydian population, and 
to enforce upon them both effeminate attire and habits of 
playing on the harp and shopkeeping. "By this process (h~ 
said) you will soon see them become women instead of men." 1 

This suggestion is said to have been accepted by Cyrus,. and 
executed by his general Mazares. The conversation here 
reported, and "the deliberate plan for enervating the Lydian 
character supposed to be pursued by Cyrus, is evidently an 
hypothesis imagined by some of the contemporaries or 
predecessors of Herodotus, to explain the contrast between the 
Lydians whom they saw before them, after two or three 
generations of slavery, and the old irresistible horsemen of 
whom they heard in fame, at the . time when Crees us was lord 
from the Halys to the JEge::m Sea. 

To rt;turn to Paktyas-he had co"mmenced his revolt, come 
down to the sea-coast, and employed the treasures of Sardis 
in levying a Grecian mercenary force, with which he invested 
the place and blocked up the governor Tabalus. But he 
manifested no courage worthy of so dangerous an enterprise; 
for no sooner had he heard that the Median general Mazares 
was approaching at the head of an army despatched by Cyrus 
against him, than he disbanded his force and fled to Kyme 
for protection as a suppliant. Presently arrived a menacing 
summons from Mazares, demanding that he should be given up 
forthwith, which plunged the Kymreans into profound dismay. 
The idea of giving up a suppliant to destruction was shocking 
to Grecian sentiment. They sent to solicit advice from the 
holy temple of Apollo at Branchidre near Miletus ; and the 
reply directed, that Paktyas should be surrendered. Never
theless so ignominious did such a surrender appear, that 

1 Herodot. i. I 55· 
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Aristodikus and some other Kyma!an citizen> denounced the 
messengers as liars, and required that a nore trustworthy 
deputation should be sent to consult the god. Aristodikus 
himself, forming one-of the second body, stat(:d the perplexity 
to the oracle, and received a repetition of tt e same answer ; 
whereupon he proceeded to rob the birds'-neots which existed 
in abundance in and about the temple. A voice from the inner 
oracular chamber speedily arrested him, exc'aiming-" Most 
impious of men, how darest thou to do sue 1 things ? Wilt 
thou snatch my suppliants from the temple itse:f?" Unabashed 
by the rebuke, Aristodikus replied-" Master, thus dost thou 
help suppliants thyself: and dost thou command the 
Kyma!ans to give up a suppliant?" "Yes, I co command it 1 

(rejoined the god forthwith), in order that the crime may bring 
destruction upon you the soo.ner, and that you may not in 
future come to consult the oracle upon the surrender of 
suppliants.'' 

The ingenuity of Aristodikus thus completely nullified the 
oracular response, and left the Kyma!ans in thdr original per
plexity. Not choosing to surrender Paktyas, nor daring to 
protect him against a besieging army, they ~:ent him away 
to Mitylene, whither the envoys of Mazares followed and 
demanded him ; offering a reward so consid~: rable, that the 
Kyma!ans became fearful of trusting them, and lgain conveyed 
away the suppliant to Chios, where he took refuge in the 
temple of Athene Poliuchus. But here agair the pursuers 
followed. The Chians were persuaded to drag him from the 
temple and surrender him, on consideration of receiving the 
territory of Atarneus (a district on the continent over against 
the island of Lesbos) as purchase-money. Palttyas was thus 
seized and sent prisoner to Cyrus, who had g:ven the most 
express orders for this capture : hence the unusual intensity of 
the pursuit. But it appears that the territory of Atarneus was 
considered as having been ignominiously accuired by the 
Chians: none even of their own citizens would employ any 
article of its produce for holy or sacrificial pu·poses.2 

1 Herodot. i. 159. 
2 Herodot. i. 160. The short fragment from Charl\r. of Lampsakus, 

which Plutarch (De Malignitat. Herod. p. 859) cites he1e, in support of 
one among his many unjust censures on Herodotus, is noway inconsistent 
with the statement of the latter, but rather tends to confirm it. 

In writing this treatise on the alleged ill-temper of l-It rodotus, we see 
that Plutarch had before him the history of Charl\n of L:tmpsakus, more 
ancient by one generation than the historian whom he was assailing, and 
also belonging to Asiatic Greece. Of course it suited the purpose of his 
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Mazares next. proceeded to the attack and conquest of the 

Greeks on the coast ; an enterprise which, since he soon died 
of illness, was completed by his successor Harpagus. The 
towns assailed successively made a gallant but ineffectual 
resistance. The Persian general by his numbers dr()ve the 
defenders within their walls, against which he piled up mounds 
of earth, so as either to carry the place by storm or to compel 
surrender. All of them were reduced one after the other. 
With all, the terms of subjection were doubtless harder than 
those which had been imposed upon them by Crcesus, because 
Cyrus had already refused to grant these terms to them, with 
the single ·exception] of Miletus, and because they had since 
given additional offence by aiding the .revolt of Paktyas. The 
inhabitants of Priene were sold into slavery: they were the 
first assailed· by Mazares, and had perhaps been especially 
forward in the attack made by Paktyas on Sardis.1 

Among these unfortunate towns thus changing their master 
and passing into a harsher subjection, two deserve especial 
notice-Te6s and Ph6krea. The citizens of the former, so 
soon as the mound around their walls had rendered further 
resistance impossible, · embarked and· emigrated, some to 
Thrace, where they founded Abdera-others to the Cimmerian 
Bosphorus, where they planted Phanagoria : a portion of 
them however must have remained to take the chances of 
subjection, since the town appears in after-times still peopled 
and still Hellenic. 2 · 

The fate of Ph6krea, similar in the main, is given to us with 
more striking circumstances of detail, and becomes the more 
interesting, since the enterprising mariners who inhabited it 
had been the torch-bearers of Grecian geographical discovery 
in· the west. I have already described their adventurous ex
ploring voyages of former days into the interior of the Adriatic, 
and along the whole northern and western coasts of the 
Mediterranean as far as Tartessus (the region around and ' 
adjoining to Cadiz)-together with the favourable reception 
given to them by old Arganthonius, king of the country, who 
invited them to immigrate in a body to his kingdom, offering 

work to produce all the contradictions to Herodotus which he could find 
in Charon : the fact that he has produced none of any moment, tends to 
strengthen our faith in the historian of Halikarnassus, and to show that in 
the main his narrative was in accordance with that of Char6n. 

I Herodot. i. !61-169. · . 
2 Herodot. i. 168; Skymnus Chius, Fragm. 'V. 153 ; Dionys. Perieg. 

v. 553· 
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them the choice of any site which they might desire. His 
invitation was declined, though probably the Ph6krear.s may 
have subsequently regretted the refusal; and he then mani
fested his goodwill towards them by a large present to defray 
the expense of constructing fortifications round their town.1 

The walls, erected in part by this aid, were both extensi re and 
well-built. Yet they could not hinder Harpagus from raising 
his mounds of earth up against them, while he was politic 
enough at the same time to tempt them with offen of a 
moderate capitulation; requiring only that they should breach 
their walls in one place by pulling down one of the .owers, 
and consecrate one building in the interior of the tov•n as a 
token of subjection. To accept these terms was to >ubmit 

1 Herodot. i. I6J. 'o 8€ 'lf'u96p.evos 'lf'ap' auTWV T~V M~llov &s a!i~OLTO, 
JOloov CJ't/>l xp-fJp.Ma Tolxos 7ropt/3al\.ecr9al TfJV 1r6l\.LV, 

I do not understand why the commentators debate what or who s meant 
by ... ~v M~llov: it plainly means the Median or Persian power generally: 
but the chronological difficulty is a real one, if we are to suppose tl at there 
was time between the first alarm conceived of the Median powe · by the 
Ionians, and the siege of Ph!Jkrea by Harpagus, to inform ArgantHlnius of 
the circumstances, and to procure from him this large aid as wed! as to 
build the fortifications. The Ionic Greeks neither actually did conceive, 
nor had reason to conceive, any alarm respecting Persian power, ·mtil the 
arrival of Cyrus before Sardis; and within a month from that tim:: Sardis 
was in his possession. If we are to suppose communication wit I· Argan
th6nius grounded upon this circumstance, at the distance of Tartessus and 
under the circumstances of ancient navigation, we must necessarily imagine 
also that the attack made by Harpagus upon Ph6krea (which city he assailed 
before any of the rest) was postponed for at least two or three yean. Such 
postponement is not wholly impossible, yet it is not in the spir t of the 
Herodotean narrative, nor do I think it likely. It is much more Jrobable 
that the informants of Herodotus made a slip in chronology, and ascribed 
the donations of Arganth6nius to a motive which did not reall:' dictate 
them. 

As to the fortifications (which Ph6krea and the other Ionic cities are 
reported to have erected after the conquest of Sardis by the Persi ms), the 
case may stand thus. While these cities were all independent, be "ore they 
were first conquered by Crcesus, they must undoubtedly have 1: ad forti
fications. When Crcesus conquered them, he directed the dern<>lition of 
the fortifications; but demolition does not necessarily mean pull'ng down 
the entire walls : wb,en one or a few breaches are made, the ci· y is laid 
open, and the purpose of Crcesus would thus be answered. Such may well 
have been the state of the Ionian cities at the time when they firs: thought 
it necessary to provide defences against the Persians at Sards: they 
repaired and perfected the breached fortifications. 

The conjecture of Larcher (see the Notes both ofLarcher and V7esseling) 
---rov J\uoov instead of 'TOV Mi)oov-is not an unreasonable one, if it had 
any authority: the donation of Arganth6nius would then be transferred to 
the period anterior to the Lydian conquest: it would get rid of the chrono
logical difficulty above ·adverted to, but it would introduce sJme new 
awkwardness into the narrative. 
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themselves to the discretion of the besieger, for there could be 
no security that they would be observed. The Phok<eans, 
while they asked for one day to deliberate upon their reply, 
entreated tha~ during that day Harpagus sliould withdraw his 
troops altogether from the walls. With this demand the latter 
complied, intimating at the same time that he saw clearly 
through the meaning of it. The Phok<eans, having determined 
that the inevitable servitude impending over their town should 
not be shared by its inhabitants, employed their day of grace 
in preparation for collective exile, putting on shipboard their 
wives and children as well as their furniture and the moveable 
decorations of their temples. They then set sail for Chios, 
leaving to the conqueror a deserted town for the occupation of 
a Persian garrison. I ' 

It appears that the fugitives were not very kindly received 
at Chios. At least when they made a proposition for pur
chasing ·from the Chians the neighbouring islands of CEnuss<e 
as a permanent abode, the latter were induced to refuse by 
apprehensions of commercial rivalry; It was necessary to look 
further for a settlement; while Arganthonius, their protector, 
being now dead, Tartessus was no longer inviting. Twenty 
years .before, however, the colony of Alalia. in the island of 
Corsica had been founded from Phok<ea by the direction of 
the oracle, and thither the general body of Ph6k<eans now 
resolved to repair. Having prepared their ships for this distant 
voyage, they first sailed back to PhOk<ea, surprised the Persian 
garrison whom Harpagus had left in the town, and slew them. 
They then sunk in the harbour a great lump of iron, binding 
themselves by a solemn and unanimous oath never again to· 
see Phok<ea until that iron should come up to the surface. 
Nevertheless, in spite of the oath, the voyage of exile had been 
scarcely begun when more than half of them repented of having 
so bound themselves-and became home-sick.2 They broke 
their vow and returned to Phok<ea. Yet since Herodotus does 
not mention any divine judgement as having been consequent 
on the perjury, we may perhaps suspect that some grey-headed 
citizen, to whom transportation to Corsica might be little less 
than a sentence of death, both persuaded himself, and certified 

1 Herodot. i. 164. 
2 Herodot. i. r6s. fl7r<p'1/fJ.lO'<as TOW aO'TWV tll.a.FJ• 7r09os T€ Kal oli<TDS -rijs 

7rOll.tos 1<al -rwv f,9<fwv -rijs XWP'f/S" .Jt•va&pl<tol T< ')I<VOfJ.<voi, &c. The collo
quial term which I have ventured to place in the text expre>ses exactly, as 
well as briefly, the meaning of the historian. A public oath, taken by 
most of the Greek cities with similar ceremony of lumps of iron thrown 
into the sea, is mentioned in Plutarch, Aristid. c. 25. 
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to his companions, that he had seen the -sunken lump of i1 on 
raised up and floating for a while buoyant upon the wa' es. 
Harpagus must have been induced to pardon the previ·ms 
slaughter of his Persian garrison, or at least to believe that it 
had been done by those Phokreans who still persisted in el ile. 
He wanted tribute-paying subjects, not an empty military post, 
and the repentant home-seekers were allowed to nurr.ber 
themselves among the slaves of the Great King. 

Meanwhile the smaller but more resolute half of the 
Phobeans executed their voyage to Alalia in Corsica, with 
their wives and children, in sixty pentekonters or armed ships, 
and established themselves along with the previous set·lers. 
They remained there for five years, 1 during which time their 
indiscriminate piracies had become so intolerable (even down 
to this time, piracy committed against a foreign vessel seems 
to have been practised frequently and without much disrepute), 
that both the Tyrrhenian sea-ports along the Meditem.nean 
coast of Italy, and the Carthaginians, united to put them down. 
There subsisted particular treaties between these two, [t)r the 
regulation of the commercial intercourse between AfricJ. and 
Italy, of which the ancient treaty preserved by Polybius 
between Rome and Carthage (made in 509 B.c.) may be con
sidered as a specimen. 2 Sixty Carthaginian and as many 
Tuscan ships, attacking the sixty Phokrean ships near Alalia, 
destroyed forty of them, yet not without such severe ·.oss to 
themselves that the victory was said to be on the side of the 
latter; who however, in spite of this Kadmeian victory (so a 
battle was denominated in which the victors lost more than 
the vanquished), were compelled to carry back their remaining 
twenty vessels to Alalia, and to retire with their wi,·es and 
families, in so far as room could be found for tl'.em, to 
Rhegium. At last these unhappy exiles found a pe1 manent 
home by establishing the new settlement of Elea or Velia in 
the Gulf of Policastro, on the· Italian coast (thea called 
CEnotrian) southward from Poseidonia or Prestum. It is 
probable that they were here joined by other exiles fro n Ionia, 
in particular by the Kolophonian philosopher and poet Xeno
phanes, from whom what was afterwards called thE Eleatic 
school of philosophy, distinguished both for bold consistency 
and dialectic acuteness, took its rise. The Phokrean captives, 
taken prisoners in the naval combat by Tyrrhenians and 
Carthaginians, were stoned to death. But a divine j'1dgement 
overtook the Tyrrhenian town of Agylla in consequence of this 

1 Herodot. i. I66. 2 Aristot. Polit. iii. 5, II ; Polyo. iii. 22. 
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·cruelty; .and even in the time of Herodotus, a century after
wards, the Agyllreans were still expiating the sin by a periodical 
solemnity a~d agon, pursuant to th,e penalty which the Delphian 
oracle had rmposed upon them.I 

Such was the fate of the Phokrean exiles, while their 
brethren at home remained as subjects of Harpagus, in 
common with all the other Ionic and lEolic Greeks, except 
Samos and Miletus. For even the insular inhabitants of 
Lesbos and Chios, though not assailable by sea, since the 
Persians had no fleet, thought. it better to renounce their 
independence and enrol themselves as Persian subjects-both 
of them possessing strips of the mainland which they were 
unable to protect otherwise. Samos; on the other hand, 
maintained its independence, and even reached, shortly after 
this period, under the despotism of Polykrates, a higher degree 
of power than ever : perhaps the humiliation of the other 
maritime Greeks around may have rather favoured the ambition 
of this unscrupulous prince, to whom I shall revert presently. 
But we may readily conceive that the public solemnities in 
which the Ionic Greeks intermingled, in place of those gay 
and richly-decked crowds which the Homeric Hymn describes in 
the preceding century as assembled at Delos, presented scenes 
of marked despondency. One of their wisest men, indeed, 
Bias of Priene, went so far as to propose, at the Pan-Ionic 
festival, a collective emigration of the entire population of the 
Ionic towns to the island of Sardinia. Nothing like freedom 
(he urged) was now open to them in Asia;· but in Sardinia, 
one great Pan-Ionic city might be formed, which would not 
only be free herself, but mistress· of her neighbours. The 
proposition found· no favour; the reason of whish is sufficiently 
evident from the narrative just given respecting the uncon
querable local attachment on the part of the Phokrean majority. 
But Herodotus bestows upon it the most unqualified com
mendation and regrets that it was not acted upon.2 Had 
such been the case, the subsequent history of Carthage,. Sicily, 
and even Rome, might have been sensibly altered. 

Thus subdued by Harpagus, the Ionic and lEolic Greeks 
were employed as auxiliaries to him in the conquest of the 
south-western inhabitants of Asia Minor-Karians, Kaunians, 
Lykians, and Doric Greeks of Knidus and Halikarnassus. Of 

1 Herodot. i. 167. 
2 Herodot. i. I 70. nvvec!.vop.a.c -yvdJp.1JV Bla.v-ra.'ifvllpa. Tip<1Jvla. &7roll€~a.u6a.t 

"I':'u' XP1J<Tfp.w'Ta'T1]V, 'Tp el breieov"To, 1ra.p€ix• lfv utpc el!Scup.oveew 'Ell.ll.~vwv 
p.o.ALUTa. • 
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the fate of the latter town, Herodotus tens us nothing, though 
it was his native place. The inhabitants of Knidus, a place 
situated on a long outlying t9ngue of land, at first tried to cut 
through the narrowisthmus which joined them to the continent, 
but abandoned the attempt with a facility which Herodotus 
explains by referring it to a prohibition of the oracle.l Neither 
Karians nor Kaunians offered any serious resistance. The 
Lykians only, in their chief town Xanthus, made a desperatE 
defence. Having in vain tried to repel the assailants in the 
open field, and finding themselves blocked up in their city, theJ 
set fire to it with their own hands ; consuming in the flame! 
their women, children and servants, while the armed citizem 
marched out and perished to a man in combat with the enemy.~ 
Such an act of brave and even ferocious despair is not in thE 
Grecian character. In recounting, however, the languid defence 
and easy submission of the Greeks of Knidus, it may surprise 
us to call to mind that they were Dorians and colonists frmn 
Sparta. The want of stedfast courage, often imputed to Ionic: 
Greeks as compared to Dorian, ought properly to be charge<• 
on Asiatic Greeks as compared with European ; or rather upon 
that mixture of indigenous with Hellenic population, which all 
the Asiatic colonies, in common with most of the other colonies, 
presented, and which in Halikarnassus was particularly remark· 
able ; for it seems to have been half Karian, half Dorian, ann 
was even governed by a line of Karian despots. 

Harpagus and the Persians thus mastered, without an:r 
considerable resistance, the western and southern portions of 
Asia Minor; probably also, though we have no direct account 
of it, the entire territory within the Halys which had befor! 
been ruled by Crresus. The tributes of the conquered Greek:; 
were transmitted to Ekbatana instead of to Sardis. Whil! 
Harpagus was thus employed, Cyrus himself had been makin{ 
still more extensive conquests in Upper Asia and Assyria, cf 
which I shall speak in the coming chapter. 

1 Her~dot. i. I 7 4· 
2 Herodot. i. 176. The whole population of Xanthus perished, elCcei t 

eighty families accidentally absent: the suhsequent occupants of the towe1 
were recruited from strangers. Nearly five centuries afterwards, the r 
descendants in the same city slew themselves in the like desperate ani 
tragical manner, to avoid surrendering to the Roman army under Marcl s 
Brutus (Plutarch, Brutus, c. 3I). 



Growth of the Persian Empire 373' 

CHAPTER XXXIII 

GROWTH OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE 

IN the preceding chapter an account has been given, the best 
which we can pick out from Herodotus, of the steps by which 
the Asiatic Greeks became subject to Persia. If his narrative 
is meagre, on a matter which vitally concerned not only so 
many of his brother Greeks, but even his own native city, we 
can hardly expect that he should tell us much re~pecting the 
other conquests of Cyrus. He seems "to withold intentionally 
various details which had come to his knowledge, and merely 
intimates in general terms that while Harpagus was engaged on 
the coast of the JEgean, Cyrus himself assailed and subdued. 
all the nations of Upper Asia, "not omitting any one of them.'' 1 

He alludes to the Baktrians and the Saka::,2 who are also named 
by Ktesias as having become subject partly by force, partly by 
capitulation.' But he deems only two of the exploits of Cyrus 
worthy of special notice-the conquest of Babylon, and the 
.final expedition against the Massageta::. In the short abstract 
which we now possess of the lost work of Ktesias, no mention 
appears of the important conquest of Babylon. His narrative, 
indeed, as far as the abstract enables us· to follow it, diverges 
materially from that of Herodotus, and must have been founded 
on data altogether different. 

' "I shall mention (says Herodotus) 3 those conquests which 
gave Cyrus most trouble, and are most memorable : after he 
had subdued all the rest of the continent, he attacked the 
Assyrians." Those who recollect the description of Babylon 
and its surrounding territory, as given in a former chapter, will 
not be surprised to learn that·the capture of it gave the Persian 
aggressor much trouble. Their only surprise will be, how it 
could ever have been taken at all-or indeed how a hostile 
army could have even reached it. Herodotus informs us that 
the Babylonian queen Nitokris (mother of that very Labynetus 
who was king when Cyrus attacked the place) apprehensive of 
invasion from the Medes after their capture of Nineveh, had 
executed many laborio'us works near the Euphrates for the 

1 Herodot. i. 177. 2 Herodot. i. 153. 
8 ;rr,erodot. }· 177. .,.!;. o~ ol 'll'clpeuxe 'li'OIIOII 'TE 'll'll.eiu.,.ov, ~eal &~ta'11'1Jf'11TO· 

TaTa eun, TOVTWV E'll't}J.V'i)uop.at. 
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purpose of obstructing their approach. Moreover there ( xis ted 
what was called the wall of Media (probably built by her, 
but certainly built prior to the Persian conquest), one hllndred 
feet high and twenty feet thick,1 across the entire sp:tce of 
seventy-five miles which joined the Tigris with one ::>f the 
canals of the Euphrates : while the canals themselves, as we 
may see by the march of the Ten Thousand Greeks af er the 
battle of Kunaxa, presented means of defence altogether 
insuperable by a rude army such as that of the Persian;. On 
the east, the territory of Babylonia was defended by th~ Tigris 
which cannot be forded lower than the ancient Nineveh or the 
modern Mosul. 2 In addition to these ramparts, natural as well 
as artificial, to protect the territory-populous, cui :ivated, 
productive, and offering every motive ·to its inhabitl~nts to 
resist even the entrance of an enemy-we are told t:1at the 
Babylonians were so thoroughly prepared for the inroad cf Cyrus 
that they had accumulated within their walls a store of pr()visions 
for many years. Strange as it may seem, we must suppose that 
the king of Babylon, after all the cost and labour spent in 

1 See Xenophon, Anabas. i. 7, 15; ii. 4, 12. For the int·xtricable 
difficulties in which the Ten Thousand Greeks were involved, after the 
battle of Kunaxa, and the insurmountable obstacles which impeded their 
march, assuming any resisting force whatever, see Xenoph. An ~b. ii. r, 
II ; ii. 2, 3 ; ii. 3, 10; ii. 4, 12, 13. These obstacles doubtless served as 
a protection to them against attack, not less than as an impecliment to 
their advance ; and the well-supplied villages enabled them to obt~ in plenty 
<Jf provisions : hence the anxiety of the Great King to help them :tcross the 
Tigris out of Babylonia. But it is not easy to see how, in the face of such 
difficulties, any invading army could reach Babylon. 

Ritter represents the wall of Media as having reached across from the 
Euphrates to the Tigris at the point where they come nearest together, 
ll.bout 200 stadia <>r twenty-five miles across. But it is nowhere stated, so 
far as I can find, that this wall reached to the Euphrates-still It ss that its 
length was 200 stadia, for the passages of Strabo cited by Ritt !r do not 
prove either point (ii. So; xi. 529). And Xenophon (ii. 4, 12) gives the 
length of the wall as I have stated it in the text,= 20 parasa 1gs = 6oo 
stadia = 7 5 miles. 

The passage of the Anabasis (i. 7, 15) seems to connect the M !dian wall 
with the canals, and not with the river Euphrates. The m rrative of 
Herodotus (as I have remarked in a former chapter) leads us 'o suppose 
that he descended that river to Babylon ; and if we suppose thH the wall 
did not reach the Euphrates, this would aff<;>rd some reason why he makes 
no mention of it. See Ritter, West-Asien, b. ·iii. Abtheilung ii~. Abschn. 
i. sect. 29, p. 19-22. 

2 'Q Tl"yp1JS !J.E"fU.S f'E KU.l oli/iu.p.ov 81u.,8U.TOS ls TE J7rl T~V JK,80A111' (Arrian, 
vii. 7, 7). By which he means, that it is not fordable below the ancient 
Nineveh or Mosul; for a little above that spot, Alexander him;elf forded 
it with his army, a few days before the battle of ArMla-not w.thout very 
great difficulties (Arrian, iii. 7, 8; Diodor. xvii. 55). 
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pro~iding defences for the territory, voluntarily neglected to 
avail himself of them, suffered the invader to tread down the 
fertile Babylonia. without resistance, and_ merely drew out the 
citizens to oppose him when he arrived under the walls of the 
city-if the statement of Herodotus is correct.l And we may 
illustrate this unaccountable omission by that which we know 
to have happened in the march of the younger Cyrus to Kun!txa 
against his brother Artaxerxes Mnemon. The latter had caused 
to be dug, expressly in preparation for this invasion, a broad 
and deep ditch (thirty feet wide· and eight feet deep) from the 
wall of Media to the river Euphrates, a distance of twelve para
sangs or forty-five English miles, leaving only a passage of 
twenty feet broad close alongside of the river. Yet when the 
invading army arrived at this important pass, they found not a 
man there to defend it, and all of them marched without 
resistance through the narrow inlet. Cyrus the youhger, who had 
up to that moment felt assured that his brother would fight,- now 
supposed t}lat he had given up the idea of defending )3aby Ion : z 
instead of which, two days afterwards, Artaxerxes attacked 
him on an open plain ofground where there was no advantage 
of position on either side ; though the invaders were taken 
rather unawares in consequence of their extreme confidence 
arising from recent unopposed entrance within the artificial ditch. 
This anecdote is the more valuable as an illustration, because 
all its circumstances are transmitted to us by a discerning eye
witness. And both the two incidents here brought into 
comparison demonstrate the recklessness, changefulness, and 
incapacity of calculation, belonging to the Asiatic mind of that 
day-as well as the great command of hands possessed by these 
kings, and theirprodigal waste of human labour.s We shallsee, 

• as we advance in this history, further evidences of the same 
attributes, w}lich it is essential to bear in mind, for the purpose 
of appreciating both Grecian dealing with Asiatics, and the 
comparative absence of such defects in the Grecian character. 

1 Herodot. i. 190. ,,..! ~· t')'evero ill.aUVOJV a')'xov ·dls 7r0A<OS, uvvU3all:6v 
.,.. ol Ba,BvA.wvtot, ~eal ~O"lFw8t!vns -rjl p.rfxp, Ka-retA.{Je'l)lFav is TO .li.IF-rv. . 

Just as if Babylon was as easy to be approached as Sardi?.-A,boutthe 
provisions, oTrf .,.. i1rtO"Tr!p.evot ETI 1rp&npov Tlw Kvpov oln< aTpep.i(ov-ra, all.ll.'' 
OpEOVTES a{n-(Jy 'lr<iV-rl Op.olws (8vei brtXEtpeov-ra; 1rfJOEIFcf.~aVTO O"{Tta liewv 
~ecf.p-ra ?roli.A.O.v. · 

2 Xenophon, Anabas. i. -7, 14-20; Diodor. xiv. 22 ;. Plutarch, Arta
xer.xes, c. 7· . I follow Xenophon without hesitation, where he differs from. 
these· two latter. · 

3 Xenophon, Cyropred. iii. 3, 26, about. the ·1rol\ux••pla of the barbarieo 
kings. 
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Vast walls and deep ditches are an inestimable aid to a brave 
and well-commanded garrison ; but they cannot be made 
entirely to supply th~ want of bravery and intelligence 

In whatever manner the difficulties of approaching B~.bylon 
may have been overcome, the fact that they were overcone by 
Cyrus is certain. On first setting out for this conquest, he 
wa!l about to cross the river Gyndes (one of the affluent~. from 
the East which joins the Tigris near the modern B< gdad, 
and along which lay the high road crossing the pass of Hount 
Zagros from Babylon to Ekbatana), when one of the ~acred 
white horses, which accompanied him, entered the riYer in 
pure wantonness and tried to cross it by himself.l The 
Gyndes resented this insult and the horse was drowned : upon 
which Cyrus swore in his wrath that he would so brea< the 
strength of the river as that women in future should pss it 
without wetting their knees. Accordingly he employe<l his 
entire army, during the whole summer season, in digging three 
hundred and sixty artificial channels to disseminatf! the unity 
of the stream. Such, according to Herodotus, was the inctdent 
which postponed for one year the fall of the great Babylon. 
But in the next spring Cyrus and his army were befon~ the 
walls, after having defeated and driven in the population who 
came out to fight. These walls were artificial mountains ('. hree 
hundred feet high, seventy-five feet thick, and forming a square 
of fifteen miles to each side), within which the besieged do:fied 
attack, and even blockade, having previously stored up se"eral 
years' provision. Through the midst of the town, howt,ver, 
flowed the Euphrates. That river, which had been so labori
ously trained to serve for protection, trade, and sustem.nce 
to the Babylonians, was now made the avenue of their ruin. 
Having left a detachment of his army at the two points where 
the Euphrates enters and quits the city, Cyrus retired with the 
remainder to the higher part of its course, where an anc ent 
Babylonian queen had prepared one of the great lat:ral 
reservors for carrying off in case of need the superfluity of its 
water. Near this point Cyrus caused another reservoir and 
another canal of communication to be dug, by means of which 
he drew off the water of the Euphrates to such a degree that it 
became not above the height of a man's thigh. The per .od 
chosen was that of a great Babylonian festival, when the wh:>le 
population were engaged in amusement and revelry. The 

1 Herodot. i. 189-202. ~v8aiJ.r&. ol -rwv -rts lpwv 11T1TWV -rwv /l.ev/Cwv \1r~ 
fl!3pws l<T/3ils ~s -rbv 1ro-rap.&v, lita/3alvetv l1retpii-ro • ••• K&.p-ra TE lXa/l.t1T(.tVE 
-rep 1TOTap.rp b Kvpos -rov-ro •\J3p{O'avn, &c. 



Growth of the Persian Empire 377 
Persian troops left near the town, watching their opportunity 
entered from both sides along the bed of the river, and took it 
by surprise with Scarcely any resistance. At no other time, 
except during a festival, could they have done this (says 
Herodotus) had the river been ever so low; for both banks 
throughout the whole length of the town were provided with 
quays, with continuous walls, and with gates at the end of every 
street which led down to the river at right angles; so that if the 
population had not. been disqualified by the influences of the 
moment, they would have caught the assailants in the bed of 
the river "as in a trap," and overwhelmed them from the walls 
alongside. Within a square of fifteen miles to each side, we 
are not surprised to hear that both the extremities were already 
'in the power of the besiegers before the central population 
heard of it, and while they were yet absorbed in unconscious 
festivity. 1 

Such is the account given by Herodotus of the circ4mstances 
which plac~d Babylon-the greatest city of Western" Asia-in 
the power of the Persians. To what extent the information 
communicated to him was incorrect or exaggerated, we cannot 
now decide. The way in which the city was treated would 
lead us to suppose that its acquisition cannot have cost the 
conqueror either much time or much loss. Cyrus comes into 
the list as king of Babylon, and the inhabitants with their whole 

1 Herodot. i. I9r. This latter portion of the story, if we may judge 
from the expression of Herodotus, seems to excite more doubt in his mind 
than all the rest, for he thinks it necessary to add, "as the residents at 
Babylon say," ws A.i-yero.t inro rwv 'T0.1k17 ol~'T/f'EVwv. Yet if we as~ume the 
size of the ·place to be what he has affirmed, there seems nothing remark
able in the fact that the people in the centre did not at once hear of the 
capture ; for the first business of the assailants would be to possess them
selves of the walls and gates. It is a lively illustration of prodigious 
magnitude, and as such it is given by Aristotle (Polit. iii. I, 12); who 
however exaggerates it by giving as a report that the inhabitants in the 
centre did not hear of the capture until the third day. No such exagger
ation as this appears in Herodotus. 

Xenophon, in the Cyropredia (vii. 5, 7-18}, following the story that . 
Cyrus drained off the Euphrat@s, represents it as effected in a manner 
differing from Herodotus. According to him, Cyrus dug two vast and 
deep ditches, one on each side round the town, from the river above the 
town to the river below it : watching the opportunity of a festival day in 
Babylon, he let the water into both of these side ditches, which fell into 
the main stream again below the town : hence the main stream in its 
passage through the town became nearly dry. The narrative of Xenophon, 
however, betrays itself as not having been written from information received 
on the spot, like that of Herodotus; for he talks of o.i li.Kpo.• of Babylon, just as 
he speaks of the li.~po.t of the hill-towns of Karia (compare Cyropaodia, vii. 
4, I, 7, with vii. 5, 34). There we1e no li.Kpo.t on the dead flat of Babylon. 
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territory become tributary to the Persians, forming the richest 
satrapy in the empire ; but we do not hear that the peop!t~ were 
otherwise ill-used, and it is certain that the vast walls and gates 
were left untouched. This was very different from the •·ay in 
which the Medes had treated Nineveh, which seems to have 
been ruined and for a long time absolutely uninhabited, though 
reoccupied on a reduced scale under the Parthian empire and 
very different also from the way in which Babylon itsel 7 was 
treated twenty years afterwards by Darius, when reconq·1ered 
after a revolt. 

The importance of Babylon, marking as it does one of the 
peculiar forms of civilisation belonging to the ancient world in 
a state of full development, gives an interest even to the half
authenticated stories respecting its capture. The other ex;)loits 
ascribed to Cyrus-his invasion of India, across the desnt of 
Arachosia 1-and his attack upon the Massagetre, Nonads 
ruled by queen Tomyris and greatly resembling the Scytl: ians, 
across the mysterious river which Herodotus calls Araxes--are 
too little known to be at all dwelt upon. In the latter he is 
said to have perished, his army being defeated in a bloody 
battle.2 He was buried at Pasargadre, in his native province of 
Persis proper, where his tomb was ·honoured and watched until 
the breaking up of the empire,3 while his memory was he:d in 
profound veneration among the Persians. Of his real exploits 
we know little or nothing, but in what we read respecting him 
there seems, though amidst constant fighting, very little cn.elty. 
Xenophon has selected his life as the subject of a moral romance, 
which for a long time was cited as authentic history, and 'II hich 
even now serves as an authority, express or implied, for diiput
able and even incorrect conclusions. His extraordinary activity 
and conquests admit of no doubt. He left the Persian empire 4 

extending from Sogdiana and the rivers J axartes and I 1dus ' 
eastward, to the Hellespont and the Syrian coast westward, and 
his successors made no permanent addition to it except that of 
Egypt. Phenicia and J udrea were dependencies of Babylon, at 

1 Arrian, vi. 24, 4· 
2 Herodot. i. 205-214; Arrian, v. 4, 14; Justin, i. 8; Strabo, xi. p 512. 
According to Kt@sias, Cyrus was slRin in an expedition agains: the 

Derbikes, a people in the Caucasian regions-though his army after'\'ards 
prove victorious and conquer the country (Ktesire Persica, c. 8-g)-see the 
comment of Bahr on the passage in his edition of Kt@sias. 

3 Strabo, xv. pp. 730, 731 ; Arrian, vi. 29. 
4 The to1vn Kyra, or Kyropolis, on the river Sihon or Jaxart@s, wa:; said 

to have been founded by Cyrus-it w~s destroyed by Alexander (Strab ), xi. 
pp. 517, 518; Arrian, iv. 2, 2; Curtius, vii. 6, r6). 
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'the time when he conquered it, with their princes and grandees 
in Babylonian captivity. As they seem to have yielded to him, 
and become his tributaries,1 without difficulty; so the restora-. 
tion of their captives was conceded to them. It was from Cyrus 
that the habits of the Persian kings took commencement, to 
dwell at Susa in the winter, and Ekbatana during the summer; 
;the primitive territory of Persis, with its two towns of Persepolis 
and Pasargad::e, being reserved for the burial-place of the kings 
and· the religious sanctuary of the empire. How or when the 
conquest of Susiana was made, we are not· informed. · It lay 
eastward of the ·Tigris, between Babylonia and Persis proper, 
and its people, the Kissians, as far as we can discern, were of 
Assyrian and not of Arian race. The river Choaspes near Susa 
was supposed to furnish the only water fit for the palate of the 
Great King, and is said to have been carried about with him 
wherever he went. 2 

While the conquests of Cyrus contributed . to assi~ilate the 
distinct types of civilisation in Western Asia_:_not by" elevating 
the worse, but by degrading the better..:.:....upon the native Per
sians themselves they operated as an extraordinary stimulus, 
provoking alike their pride, ambition, cupidity, and warlike pro
pensities. Not only did the territory of Persis proper pay no 
tribute to Susa or Ekbatana-being the only district sCi ex
empted between the Jaxartes and the Mediterranean-but the 
vast tributes received from the remaining empire were distributed 
to a great degree among its inhabitants. Empire to them meant 
-for the great men, lucrative satrapies or pachalics, with powers 
altogether unlimited, pomp inferior only to that of the Great 
King, and standing armies which they employed at th&ir own 
discretion sometimes against each other 8-for the common 
soldiers, drawn from their fields or flocks, constant plunder, 
abundant maintenance, and an unrestrained licence, either in 
the suite of. one of the satraps, or in ~he large permanent troop 
which moved from. Susa to Ekbatana with the Great King. 
And if the entire population of Persis proper did not migrate 
from their abodes to occupy some of those more inviting spots 
which the immensity of the imperial dominion furnished-a 
dominion extending (to use the language of Cyrus the younger 
before the battle of Kunaxa) 4 from the region of insupportable 
heat to that of insupportable cold-this was only because the 

1 Herodot. iii. 19. 
2 Herodot. i. 188; Plutarch, Artaxerx@s, c. 3; Diodor. xvii. 7r. 
3 Xenophon, Anabas. i. t", 8. 
4 Xenophon, Anabas. i. 7, 6; Cyropred. viii. 6, 19. 
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early kings discouraged such a movement, in order that th' 
nation might maintain its military hardihood 1 and be in a ~itt. 
ation to furnish undiminished supplies of soldiers. The ·;elf 
esteem and arrogance of the Persians were no less remarkabh 
than their avidity for sensual enjoyment. They were fon i o 
wine to excess: their wives and their concubines were hotl 
numerous ; and they adopted eagerly from foreign nations ne'~ 
fashions of luxury as well as of ornament. Even to noveltit:s it 
religion, they were not strongly averse. For though discipks o 
Zoroaster, with Magi as their priests and as indispensable com 
panions of their sacrifices, worshipping Sun, Moon, Earth, Fire 
&c., and recognising neither image, temple, nor altar-yet theJ 
had adopted the voluptuous worship of the goddess M:rlitu 
from the Assyrians and Arabians. A numerous male offs] 1rinE 
was the Persian's boast. His warlike character and conscious 
ness of force were displayed in the education of these ycuths 
who were taught, from five years old to twenty, only chre< 
things -to ride, to shoot with the bow, and to speak the t uth. ~ 
To owe money, or even to buy and sell, was accounted a non~ 
the Persians disgraceful-a sentiment which they defend~d bJ 
saying that both the one and the other imposed the neces:•ity o 
telling falsehood. To exact tribute from subjects, to receive 
pay or presents from the king, and to give away withou fore· 
thought whatever was not immediately wanted, was their modt 
of dealing with money. Industrious pursuits were left 1o th< 
conquered, who were fortunate if by paying a fixed contritution 
and sending a military contingent when required, they could 
purchase undisturbed immunity for their remaining con,:erns.l 
They qmld not thus purchase safety for the family hearth, sincE 
we find instances of noble Grecian maidens torn frotll then 
parents for the harem of the satrap. 4 

1 Herodot. ix. 122. 
2 The modern Persians at this day exhibit almost matchless skill in 

shooting with the firelock, as well as with the bow, on horseback--see Sir 
John Malcolm, Sketches of Persia, ch. xvii. p. 201; see also :Gnneir, 
Geographical Memoir of the Persian Empire, p. 32. 

3 About the attributes of the Persian character, see Herodot. i. 131-140: 
compare i. 153· 

He expresses himself very strongly as to the facility with w 1ich the 
Persians imbibed foreign customs, and especially foreign luxuries (i.. 135)
~ewu<O. 3t v&p.ata n€pO"at 7rpoO"levTat &.viipwv u&.l\.tcrTa-Kal eb'lra8elas "e 'll'aVTO· 
<la:rrdS 'ltUV6a.VOjLEVOI ~'li'IT1JOEtlOUO'!. 

That rigid tenacity of customs and exclusiveness of tastes, which mark 
the modem Orientals, appear to he of the growth of Mahometanism, and to 
distinguish them greatly from the old Zoroastrian Pers~ans. 

4 Herodot. ix. 76 ; Plutarch, Artaxerx. c. 26. 
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To a people of this character, whose conceptions of political 

·'iociety w.ent nq further than personal obedience to a chief, a 
conqueror like Cyrus would communicate the strongest excite-

1:ment and enthusiasm of which they were capable. He had 
'found them slaves, and made them masters : he was the first 
\:md greatest of national benefactors,! as well as the most for-
ivard of leaders in the field : they followed him from one 
fonquest to another, during the thirty years of his reign, their 
iove of empire growing with the empire itself. And this 
impulse of aggrandisement continued unabated during the 
reigns of his three next suc.cessors-Kambyses, Darius, and 
Xerxes-until it was at length violently stifled by the humiliat
ing defeats of Platrea and Salamis ; after which the Persians 
became content with defending themselves at home and playing 
a secondary game. But at the time when Kambyses son of 
Cyrus succeeded to his father's sceptre, Persian spirit was at its 
highest point. He was not long in fixing upon a prey both 

. richer and less hazardous than the Massagetre, at the opposite 
iextremity of the empire. Phenicia and J.udrea being already 
lsubject to him, he resolved to invade Egypt, then highly flour
: ishing under the long and prosperous reign of Amasis. Not 
much pretence was needed to colour the aggression; so that 
the various stories which Herodotus. mentions as causes of the 
war, are only interesting inasmuch as they imply a vein of 
Egyptian party-feeling-affirming that the invasion was brought 
upon Amasis by a daughter of Apries, and was thus a judge
ment upon Amasis for having deposed A pries. As to the manner 
in which the dau,ghter had produced this effect, indeed, the 
most contradictory stories were circulated.2 . 

Kambyses summoned the forces of his empire for this new 
enterprise, and among them both the Phenicians and the 
Asiatic Greeks, JEolic as well as Ionic, s insular as well as 
continental-nef!rly all the maritime force and skill of ·the 
JEgean Sea. He was apprised by a Greek deserter from .the 
mercenaries in Egypt, named Phanes, of the difficulties of the 
march, and the best method of surmounting them; especially 
the three days of sandy desert, altogether without water, which 
lay between Egypt and J udrea. By the aid .of the neighbouring 
Arabians-with whom he concluded a treaty, and who were 
requited for this service with the title of equal allies, free from 
all tribute-he was enabled to surmount this serious difficulty, 
and to reach Pelusium at the eastern mouth of the Nile, where 

l Herodot. i. 210; iii. I 59· 
s Herodot. iii. I, 19, 44· 

2 Herodot. iii. 1-4. 
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the Ionian and Karian troops in the Egyptian service, as well 
as the Egyptian military, were assembled to oppose him.l 

Fortunately for himself, the Egyptian king Amasis had died 
during the interval of the Persian preparations, a few months 
before the expedition took place-after forty-four years of un
abated prosperity. His death, at this critiCll moment, was 
probably the main cause of the easy conquest which followed_: 
his son Psammenitus succeeding to his crown, but neither to 
his abilities nor his influence. The result of the invasion was 
foreshadowed, as usual, by a menacing prodig) -rain falling at 
Thebes in Upper Egypt. It was brought about by a single 
victory, though bravely disputed, at Pelusium--followed by the 
capture of Memphis with the person of king Psammenitus, 
after a siege of some duration. Kambyses had sent forward a 
Mitylena:an ship to Memphis, with heralds to summon the city. 
The Egyptians, in a paroxysm of fury, rushed out of the walls, 
destroyed the vessel, and tore the crew into pieces-a savage 
proceeding which drew upon them severe retri:mtion after the 
capture. Psammenitus, after being at first tre1.ted with harsh
ness and insult, was at length released and even allowed to 
retain his regal dignity as a dependent of Penia. But being 
soon detected, or at least believed to be conce -ned, in raising 
revolt against the conquerors, he was put to death, and Egypt 
was placed under a satrap. 2 

There yet lay beyond Egypt territories for the Persians to 
conquer, though Kyrene and Barka, the Greek colonies near 
the coast of Libya, placed themselves at once out of the reach 
o.f danger by sending to Kambyses tribute apd submission at 
Memphis. He projected three new enterprise!> : one against 
Carthage, by sea; the other two, by land-against :he Ethiopians, 
far to the southward up the course of the Nilt-and against 
the oracle and Oasis of Zeus Ammon, amidst :he deserts of 
Libya. Towards Ethiopia he himself conducted his troops, 
but was compelled to bring them back without reaching it, 
since they were on the point of perishing with famine ; while 
the division which he sent against the temple of Ammon is said 

1 The narrative of Ktesias is, in respect both to the Eg:•ptian expedition 
and to the other incidents of Persian history, quite diffelent in its details 
from that of Herodotus, agreeing only in the main events (Ktesias, Persica, 
c. 7}. To blend the two together is impossible. 

Tacitus (Histor. i. II) notes the difficulty of approach for an invading 
army to Egypt-" .iEgyptum, provinciam aditu difficilem, annon::e fecun
dam, superstitione ac lascivii discordem et mobilem," &c. 

2 Herodot. iii. Io--16. About the Arabians, between Jud::ea and Egypt, 
see iii. c. 5, 88-91. 
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to have been 'overwhelmea by a sand-storm iri the desert._ The 
expedition against Carthage was given up, for a reason which 
well deserves to -be commemorated. The Phenicians,. who 
formed the most efficient part of his navy, refused to serve 
against their kinsmen and colonists,~ pleading the sanctity of 
mutual oaths as well as the ties both cif relationship and traffic.1 

Even the frantic Kamoyses was compelled' to accept; and 
perhaps to respect, this honourable refusal ; which was not 
imitated by the Ionic Greeks when Darius and Xerxes 
demanded the aid of their ships against Athens-we -must add, 
however, that they were then in a situation much more exposed 
and helpless than that in which the Phenicians stood qefore 
Kam byses. · . _ 

Among the sacred animals so numerous and so Clifferent 
throughout the various names of-Egypt, the most- venerated of 
all was the bull Apis. Such peculiar conditions 'vere required 
by the Egyptian religion as to the birth, the ·age, and the marks 
of this animal, that when he died, it was difficult to find a new . 
calf properly qualified to succeed him. Much time was some- · 
times spent in the search, and wheri an unexceptionable 
successor was at last found, the demonstrations of joy in 
Memphis were extravagant and universal. At the moment 
when Kambyses ·returned to Memphis from his -Ethiopian 
expedition, full of humiliation for the result, it so happened 
that a new Apis was just discovered; a11d as the .. population of 
th~ city gave vent to their usual festive· pomp .and 'delight, he 
construed it into an intentional insult towards-. his own recent 
misfortunes. In yain' did the priests and magistra~es explain 
to him the. real cause of these popular manifestations, He 
persisted in his belief, punished some of them with death and 
others with stripes, and commanded every man seen in holiday 
attire to be slaiiJ.. Furthermore-to .carry his outrage against 
Egyptian feeling to the uttermost pitch-he sent for the newly
discovered Apis, and plunged his dagger into·the side of the 
animal, who-shortly afterwards died of the wound. 2 

After this brutal deed-calculated to efface ·in the minds of 
the Egyptian priests the enormities _of Che<;>ps and Cheph_ren, 
and doubtless unparalleled in all the 24,ooo years of their 
anterior history-Kambyses lost everY spark of reason which 
yet remained to him. The Egyptians found in this visitation 
a ne'X_proof of the avenging interference- of their gods. Not 
only did he commit every variety- of 'studied outrage against 
the conquered people among whom he was tarrying, as well as. ' 

1 Herodot. iii. 19. ~ Her9dot. iii. 29. 
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their temples and their sepulchres-but he also dealt his blows 
against his Persian friends and even his nearest blood-relations. 
Among these revolting atrocities, one of the greatest deserves 
peculiar notice, because the fate of the empire was afterwards 
materially affected by it. His younger brother Smerdis had 
accompanied him into Egypt, but had been sent back to Susa, 
because the king became jealous of the admiration which his 
personal strength and qualities called forth. 1 That jealousy 
was aggravated into alarm and hatred by a dream portending 
dominion and conquest to Smerdis, and the frantic Kambyses 
sent to Susa secretly a confidential Persian, Prexaspes, with 
express orders to get rid of his brother. Prexaspes fulfillec 
his commission effectively, burying the slain prince with hi1 
own hands,2 and keeping the deed concealed from all except t 
few of the chiefs at the regal residence. 

Among these few chiefs, however, there was one, the Median 
Patizeithes, belonging to the order of the Magi, who saw in i: 
a convenient stepping-stone for his own personal ambition, an<: 
made use of it as a means of covertly supplanting the dynastr 
of the great Cyrus. Enjoying the full confidence of Kambyse!, 
he had been left by that prince on departing for Egypt in the 
entire management of the palace and treasures, with extensive 
authority.3 Moreover he happened to have a brother extremely 
resembling in person the deceased Smerdis. As the open and 
dangerous madness of Kambyses contributed to alienate from 
him the minds of the Persians, Patizeithes resolved to proclai:n 
this brother as king in his room, as if it were the younger sc n 
of Cyrus succeeding to the disqualified elder. On one in
portant point, the false Smerdis differed from the true. he 
had lost his ears, which Cyrus himself had caused to be cut off 
for an offence; but the personal resemblance, after all, was of 
little importance, since he was seldom or never allowed to sh<•W 
himself to the people. 4 Kambyses heard of this revolt in Syda 
on his return from Egypt. He was mounting his horse in 
haste for the purpose of going to suppress it, when an accidEnt 
from his sword put an end to his life. Herodotus tells us t\ .at 

1 Kt~sias calls the brother Tanyoxarkes, and says that Cyrus had .eft 
him satrap, without tribute, of Baktria and the neighbouring regbns 
(Persica, c. 8). Xenophon in the Cyropredia also calls him Tanyoxarl.es, 
but gives him a different satrapy (Cyropred. viii. 7, II). 

2 Herodot. iii. 3o-62. 3 Herodot. iii. 61-63. 
• Herodot. iii. 68-6g.-" Auribus decisis vivere jubet," says Tacitus 

about a case under the Parthian government (Annal. xii. 14)-and the 
Turkish authorities have not given up the infliction of it at the pre;ent 
moment, or at least down to a very recent period, 
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before his death he summoned· the Persians around him, con
fessed that he had been guiity of putting his• brother to death, 
and apprised them that the reigning Smerdis was only a Median 
pretender-conjuring them at the same time not to subniit to 
the disgrace of being ruled by any other than a Persian and an . 
Achcemenid. But if it be true that he ever made known the 
facts, no one believed•liim.. For Prexaspes on his part was 
compelled by regard to his own safety, to deny that he had 
imbrued his hands in the blood of a son of Cyrus ; 1 and thus 
the opportune death of Kambyses placed the false Smerdis with
out opposition at the head of the Persians, who all, or for the 
most part, believed themselves to be ruled by a genuine son of 
Cyrus. Kambyses had reigned for seven years and five months. 

For seven months did Smerdis reign without opposition, 
seconded by. his brother Patizeithes. If he manifested his 
distrust of the haughty Persians around him by neither inviting 
them into his palace nor showing himself out of it, he at t!J.e 
·same time studiously. conciliated the favour of the subject
provinces, by remission of tribute and of military service for 
three years.2 Such a departure from the Persian principle of 
government was in itself sufficient to disgust the warlike and 
rapacious Achcemenids at Susa; but it seems that their 
suspicions as to his genuine character had never been entirely 
set at rest, and in the eighth month those suspicions were 
converted into ,certainty. According to what seems to have 
been the Persian usage, he had taken to himself the entire 
harem of his predecessor, among whose wives was numbered 
Phcedyme, daughter of a distinguished Persian named Otanes. 
At the instance of her father, Phcedyme undertook the dan
gerous task of feeling the head of Smerdis while he slept, and 
thus detected the absence of ·ears.3 Otanes, possessed of the 
decisive information, lost no time in concerting, with five other 
noble Achcemenids, means for ridding themselves of a king 
who was at once a Mede, a Magian, and a man without ears ; 4 

Darius, son of H ystaspes the satrap of Persis proper, arriving 
just in time to join the conspiracy as the seventh. How these 
seven noblemen slew Smerdis in his palace at Susa-how tliey 
subsequently debated among themselves whether they ~hould 

1 Herodot. iii. 64-66. 2 Herodot. iii. 67. 
8 Herodot. iii. 68-69. 
4 Herodot iii. 69-73. &px&p.<Oo. p.~v Uvns nlp!To.t, {nro M~Bov &vBpo! 

p.d.')'ov, l!al To{l"rov i:JTa oV~t lxovTos. · ~ 
Compa~e the description of the ·insupportable' repugnance of the Greeks 

of Kyrene to be governed by the lame Battus (Herodot. iv. x6x).. . · 
VOL. IV. . 
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establish in Persia a monarchy, an oligarchy, or a d ~mocracy
how, after the first of the three had been resolved upon, it was 
determined that the future king, whichever he might be, should 
be bound to take his wives only from the families cf the seven 
conspirators-how Darius became king from the c rcumstance 
of his horse being the first to neigh among those of the con
spirators at a given spot, by the stratagem of the groom 
CEbares-how Otanes, standing aside beforehand from this 
lottery for the throne, reserved for himself as weH as for his 
descendants perfect freedom and exemption from the rule of 
the future king, whichsoever might draw the prizE -all these 
incidents may be found recounted by Herodotus wi.h his usual 
vivacity, but with no small addition of Hellenic ioeas as well 
as of dramatic ornament. 

It was thus that the upright tiara, the privilegec head-dress 
of the Persian kings,! passed away from the lineage of Cyrus, 
yet without departing from the great phratry of the Ad1::emenidre. 
-to which Darius and his father Hystaspes, as we:l as Cyrus, 
belonged. That important fact is unquestionable, and probably 
the acts ascribed to the seven conspirators are in the main 
true, apart from their discussions and intentions. But, on this 
as well as on other occasions, we must guard ourse:ves against 
an illusion which the historical manner of Herodotus is apt to 
create. He presents to us with so much descripth e force the 
personal narrative-individual action and speech, with all its 
accompanying hopes, fears, doubts and passions-that our 
attention is distracted from the political bearing of what is 
going on; which we are compelled often to gath•:r up from 
hints in the speeches of performers, or from consequences 
afterwards indirectly noticed. When we put together all the 
incidental notices which he lets drop, it will be found that the 
change of sceptre from Smerdis to Darius was ~ far larger 
political event than his direct narrative would seem tc• announce. 
Smerdis represents preponderance to the Mede; over the 
Persians, and comparative degradation to the latter; who, by 
the installation of Darius, are again placed in the ascendant. 
The Medes and the Magians are in this case identical; for the 
Magians, though indispensable in the capacity of priests to the 
Persians, were essentially one of the seven Median tribes.2 It 

1 Compare Aristophan. Aves, 487, with the Scholia, and Herodot. vii. 
6r ; Arrian, iv. 6, 29. The cap of the Persians generally WlS loose, low, 
clinging about the head in folds ; that of the king was high and erect above 
the head. See the notes of Wesseling and Schweighhiiuser upon 1rlllo< 
a'lra')'EES in Herodot. !. c. " Herodot. i. JOI-120 • . 



Growth of the Persian Empire 
thus appears that though Smerdis ruled as a son of the great 
Cyrus, yet he ruled by means of Medes and Magians, depriving 
the Persians of that supreme privilege and predominance, to 
which they had become accustomed.! We see this by what 
followed immediately after the assassination of Smerdis and his 
brother in the palace. The seven conspirators, exhibiting the 
bloody heads of both these victims as an evidence of their 
deed, instigated the Persians in Susa, to a general massacre of 
the Magians, many of whom were actually slain, and the rest 
only escaped by flight, concealment, or the hour of night. 
And the anniversary of this day was celebrated afterwards 
among the Persians by a solemnity and festival, called the 
Magophonia ; no Magian being ever allowed on that day to 
appear in public.2 The descendants of the Seven maintained 
a privileged name and rank, 3 even down to the extinction of 
the monarchy by Alexander the Great. 

Furthermore, it appears that the authority of Darius was not 
readily acknowledged throughout the empire, and that an 
interval of confusion ensued before it became, so. 4 The Medes 
actually revolted, and tried ,to maintain themselves by force 

1 In the speech which Herodotus puts into the mouth of Kambys~s on 
his death-bed, addressed to fhe Persians around him in a strain of prophetic 
adjuration (iii, 65), he says-Kal iitJ {Jp.iv Taoe ~ma'KfJ'IrTW 8eo/..s Tovs {Jaa't· 
A7Jtous ~7rt1Ca.'A~(J)v, Kal 1r€ia'u' OJ-L'iv Kal f'&AurTa , Axatp.evLB~01V To'irn 7t'a.peoUcn, 
p.tJ 7reptloilv TtJv 1rrep.ovlrw ai'ins ES MfJoous 7rEp1Eil.8ova'av· ail.il.'' E(TE OOil.'f' 
lxova'L "~.,.tJv ICTTJ<Tcip.Evo• (the personification of the deceased son of Cyrus), 
OOil.'f' a7ralpE8'ijval lJ'Jrb UfLEWJI" .r.,.. Kal rr8<v.t TE'f' ICI%TEp')'aa'&.p.evol, a'8EVEi" I<I%Ta 
.,.b ~<«pnphv l.v«a'<f>u«u8cu (the forcible opposition of the Medes to Darius, 
which he put down by superior force on the Persian side) : compare the 
speech of Gobryas, one of the seven Persian conspirators (iii. 73), and that 
of Prexaspes (iii. 75); also Plato, Legg. iii. 12, p. 695. 

Heeren has taken a correct view of the reign of Smerdis the Magian and 
its political character (Ideen Uber den Verkehr, &c. der Alten Welt, part i. 
abth. i. p. 431). 

2 Herodot. iii. 79·. 'l7r«u&.p.evo• li~ ... a ~J'X«plo•« tK.,.••vov 8Kov Twa p.&7 av 
~iJpta'Kov- ~l o€ p.tJ v/..~ breil.8oiirra ~a'X•, lil.mov &v obllev« p.&.J'oP. Ta6T'I)V .,.tJv 
1)p.EpTJV 8ep«7rebou<fl ilepo:a1 KOivjj p.cfil.trT'T« TWP 1)p.epEWV" Ka:l lv au-ril OpTtJv 
JLEJ'ciii.TJV avcf.yov<fl, ~ I<EICl..'I)T«L {nrb ilEp<fewv MaJ'O</>OVt«. 

The periodical celebration of the Magophonia is attested by Kt~sias-one 
of the few points of complete agreement with Herodotus. He further 
agrees in saying that a Magian usurped the throne, through likeness of 
person to the deceased son of Cyrus, whom Kambyses had slain-but all 
his other statements differ from Herodotus (Ktesias, ID-14). 

8 Even at the battle of Arbela-" Summa! Orsines pra!erat, a septem 
Persis oriundus, ad Cyrum quoque, nobilissimum regem, originem sui re· 
ferens." (Quintus Curtius, iv. 12, 7, or iv. 45, 7, Zumpt): compare 
Strabo, xi. p. 531 ; Florus, iii. 5, 1. ' 

4 .Herodot. iii. 127. il«piios-II.Te oi olllEDVTWV ln -rwv TrPTJJ'P.cirwv, &c.-
mention of the TapaxfJ (iii. 126, 150). · 
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against Darius, who however found means to subdue them : 
though when he convoked his troops from the various provinces, 
he did not receive from the satraps universal o·Jedience. The 
powerful Orcetes especially, who had been appointed by Cyrus 
satrap of Lydia and Ionia, not only sent no troops to the aid of 
Darius against the Medes,1 but even took advantage of the 
disturbed state of the government to put to d~ath his private 
enemy Mitrobates satrap of Phrygia, and a·)propriate that 
satrapy in addition to his own. Aryandes also, the satrap 
nominated by Kambyses in Egypt, comported himself as the 
equal of Darius rather than as his subject.:; The subject 
provinces generally, to whom Smerdis had gn:.nted remission 
of tribute and military service for the space of three years, 
were grateful and attached to his memory, anc noway pleased 
with the new dynasty. Moreover the revolt of t 1e Babylonians, 
conceived a year or two before it was execut1,d, took its rise 
from the feelings of this time.3 But the rem'wal of the old 
conflict between the two principal sections :Jf the empire, 
Medes and Persians, is doubtless the most irr portant feature 
in this political revolution. The false Smerdis \''ith his brother, 
both of them Medes and Magians, had reviv·~d the Median 
nationality to a state of supremacy over the P ~rsian, recalling 
the memory of what it had been under Astyage;; while Darius 
-a pure Persian, and not (like the mule Cyrus) half Mede 
and half Persian-replaced the Persian na1 ionality in its 
ascendant condition, though not without tr e necessity of 
suppressing by force a rebellion of the Mede;.4 

1 Herodot. iii. 126. M<Ttt -y&p .,.~, Ka.p./3{"""' 8c!.va.n.v, /Cal .,.r;,, Mc!.-ywv 
T~)V {Jaut"A.1)frw, p.~vwv ~~~ Tp<Tt ~c!.p~t<Tt '0poiT'1)s, W</>~"A.€< p.~v ouli~v IT~p<TctS 
{nr~ M~~wv lmapa<p1Jp.~vovs T~JV &px~v· o ~~ <v Tctthp TI Tapaxjj /CctTtt p.~v 
t".,.""' M<Tpo/3c!.T<a. • • • lh"A.a .,.. ~~vfJp<<TE 1ravTola, &c. 

2 Herodot. iv. 166. '0 ~· 'Apv&vo1)s ;jv o'GTos T~s Al'J'011"Tov !f1rapxos 01r~ 
Kap.{Jv<T<w /CctT€<TT<r.6s· &s O<TT~P'f XPOV'f 7rctp<<T<Vp.<vos Jlapd'f ~ .. <P8c!.p1J. 

s Herodot. iii. 67-150. 
4 Herodot. i. 130. 'A<TTvc!.-y1)s p.~v vvv /3a<Tt"A.<V<Tas ~1r' lT<a 1r~vn 1<ctl Tpt· 

"'"""'~""• oifTw .,.~s &px~s 1Cctn7rav81J. M~oot o~ 011"~1<vtjta' IT~p<T'(I<T< o<tt .,.~, 
TOVTov 7r<tcpOT1JTct. • • • 'T<TT~P'f p.~vTo< xp&v'f p.<T<p.~A1J<T! .,.~ <T</>< TctvTa wot· 
-f}tJ'a.ln, ICctl O:rr€tJ''T1}t1av &.1rO l1apelou · O:TroaTdvTES B€, lnrla'CJ, Ka.TE<1Tpd.cp8'1](fa.v, 
p.c!.xv "'"1J8~vT<s" TOT< o~ ~1rl 'A<TTvct-y<os, ol IT~p<Ta< TE 1:al o Kvpos ~""''"· 
<TTctvTEs TOtO"< M~oo<<T<, ;jpxov .,.~ &1r~ ToVTov T~s 'A<Tl1)s. 

This passage-asserting that the :Medes, some time after the deposition 
of Astyag~s and the acquisition of Persian supremacy by Cyrus, repented of 
having suffered their discontent against Astyag~s to place this supremacy 
in the hands of the Persians, revolted from Darius, and were reconquered 
after a contest-appears to me to have been misunderstoo•:l by chronologists. 
Dod well, Larcher, and Mr. Fynes Clinton (indeed most, if not all, of the 
chronologists) explain it as alluding to a revolt of the \1edes against the 
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It has already been observed that the subjugation of the 

recusant Medes was not the only embarrassment of the first 
' 

Persian king Darius N othus, mentioned in the Hellenica of Xenophon (i. 2, 
I2), and belongin~ to the year 408 B.C. See Larcher ad Herodot. i. 130, 
and his Vie d'Herodote, prefixed to his translation (p. lxxxix.); also Mr. 
Clinton, Fasti Hellenici, ad ann. 408 and 455, and his Appendix, c. r8, 
p. 316. 

The revolt of the Medes alluded to by Herodotus is, in my judgement, 
completely distinct from the revolt mentioned by Xenophon : to identify 
the two, as these eminent chronologists do, is an hypothesis not only 
having nothing to recommend it, but open to grave objection. The revolt 
mentioned by Herodotus was against Darius son of Hystaspes, not against 
Darius N othus ; and I have set forth with peculiar care the circumstances 
connected with the conspiracy and accession of the former, for the purpose 
of showing that they all decidedly imply that conflict between Median and 
Persian supremacy, which Herodotus directly announces in the passage now 
~~~ . . ' 

. r. When Herodotus speaks of Darius, without any adjective designation, 
why should we imagine that he means any other than Darius the son· of 
Hystaspes, on whom he dwells so copiously in his narrative? Once only 
in the course of his history (ix. ro8) another Darius (the young prince, son 
of Xerxes the first) is mentioned ; but with this exception, Darius son of 
Hystaspes is uniformly throughout the work spoken of under his simple 
name: Darius Nothus is never alluded to at all. · 

2. The deposition of Astyages took place in 559 B.c. ; the beginning of 
the reign of Darius occurred in 520 B.c. Now repentance on the part of 
the Medes, for what they had done at the former of those two epochs, 
might naturally prompt them to try to repair it in the latter. But between 
the deposition of Astyages in 559 B.c., and the revolt mentioned by Xeno
phon against Darius Nothus in 408 B.c., the interval is more than ISO 
years. To ascribe a revolt which took place in 408 B.C. to repentance for 
something which had occurred ISO years before, is unnatural and far-fetched, 
if not positively inadmissible. 

The preceding arguments go to show that the natural construction of the 
passage in Herodotus points to Darius son of Hystaspes, and not to Darius 
Nothus; but this is not all. There are yet stronger reasons why the -
reference to .Darius N othus should be discarded, 

The supposed mention in Herodotus of a fact so late as 408 B.C. perplexes 
the whole chronology of his life and authorship. According _to the usual 
statement of his biography, which there is no reason to call in question, he 
was born in 484 B. c. Here then is an event alluded to in his history, which 
occurred when the historian was seventy-six years old, and the allusion to 
which he must be presumed to have written when about eighty years old, 
if not more ; for his mention of the fact by no means implies that it was 
particularly recent. Those who adopt this view do not imagine that he 
wrote his whole _history at that age ; but they maintain that he made later 
additions, of which they contend that this is one. I do not say that this is 
impossible : we know that Isokrates composed his Panathenaic oration at 
the age of ninety-four; but it must be admitted to be highly improbable
a supposition which ought not to be advanced without some cogent proof 
to support it. But here no proof whatever is produced. Herodotus 
mentions a revolt of the Medes against Darius-Xenophon also mentions a 
revolt of the Medes against Darius; hence chronologists have taken it as a 
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years of Darius. On:etes, satrap of Phrygia, Lydia, an• l Ionia, 
ruling seemingly the entire western coast of Asia Minor-

matter of course, that both authors must allude to the same event though 
the supposition is unnatural as regards the text, and still more unn ttural as 
regards the biography of Herodotus. 

In respect to that biography, Mr. Clinton appears to me to have adopted 
another erroneous opinion; in which, however, both Larcher and Wessel· 
ing are against him, though Dahlmann and Heyse agree with hi n. He 
maintains that the passage in Herodotus (iii. 15), wherein it is sta• ed that 
Pausiris succeeded his father Amyrtoeus by consent of the Persian> in the 
government of Egypt, is to be referred to a fact which happened sub;equent 
to the year 414 B.C., or the tenth year of Darius Nothus; since it was in 
that year that Amyrtoeus acquired the government of Egypt. I ut this 
opinion rests altogether upon the assumption, that a certain Am 1rtreus, 
whose name and date occur in Manetho (see Eusebius, Chronicon) is the 
same person as the Amyrtreus mentioned in Herodotus; which ideotity is 
not only not proved, bnt is extremely improbable, since Mr. Clinton timself 
admits (F. H. Appendix, p. 317), while maintaining the identity--" He 
(Amyrtreus) had conducted a war against the Persian government nzo,·e than 
jifty years before." This, though not impossible, is surely very impro uble; 
it is at least equally probable that the Amyrtreus of Manetho was a different 
person from (perhaps even the grandson of) that Amyrtreus in Her Jdotus 
who had carried on war against the Persians more than fifty years b~fore ; 
it appears to me, indeed, that this is the more reasonable hypothesis vf the 
two. 

I have permitted myself to prolong this note to an unusual lmgth, 
because the supposed mention of such recent events in the history of: Iero
dotus, as those in the reign of Darius Nothus, has introduced very grah itous 
assumptions as to the time and manner in which that history was comp )sed. 
It cannot be shown that there is a single event of precise and ascerttined 
date, alluded to in his history, later than the capture of the Lacedoem< .nian 
heralds in the year 430 B.c. (Herodot. vii. 137: see Larcher, Vie d't' ero· 
dote, p. lxxxix.); and this renders the composition of his history a.> an 
entire work much more smooth and intelligible. 

It may be wurth while to add, that if we read attentively Herodotr s vi. 
98-and reflect at the same time that the destruction of the Athenian 
armament at Syracuse (the greatest of all Hellenic disasters, hardly inf<'<ior 
for its time to the Russian campaign of Napoleon, and especially impre: sive 
to one living at Thurii, as may be seen by the life of Lysias, Plutarch, Vit. 
X. Oratt. p. 835) happened during the reign of Darius Nothus in 415 
B. c.-we shall not readily admit the hypothesis of additions made to the 
history during the reign of the latter, or so late as 408 B. c. Herod )\us 
would hardly have dwelt so expressly and emphatically upon mischief cone 
by Greeks to each other in the reigns of Darius son of Hystasp@s, Xe: x@s 
and Artaxerx~s, if he had lived to witness the greater mischiefs so infli< ted 
during the reign of Da.rius Nothus, and had kept his history before him for 
the purpose of inserting new events. The destruction of the Athenians 
before Syracuse would have been a thousand times more striking to his 
imagination than the revolt of the Medes against Darius Nothus, :md 
would have impelled him with much greater force to alter or enlarge the 
chapter vi. 98. 

The sentiment too which Herodotus places in the mouth of Demaratus 
tespecting the Spartans (vii. 104) appears to have been written before he 
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possessing a large military force and revenue, and surrounded 
by a body-guard of rooo native Persians-maintained a haughty 
independence. He secretly made away with couriers sent to 
summon him to Susa, and even wreaked his vengeance upon 
some of the principal Persians who had privately offended him. 
Darius, not thinking it prudent to attack him by open force, 
proposed to the chief Persians at Susa the dangerous problem 
of destroying him by stratagem. Thirty among them volun
teered. to underta;ke it, and Bagreus son of Artontes, to whom. 
on drawing lots the task devolved, accomplished it by a 
manoouvre which might serve as a lesson to the Ottoman 
government in its embarrassments with contumacious Pachas. 
Having proceeded to Sardis, furnished .with many different 
royal ordinances, formally set forth and bearing the seal of 
Darius, he was presented to Orootes in audience, with the 
public secretary of the satrapy close at hand, and the Persian 
guards standing around. He presented his ordinances to be 
read aloud by the secretary, choosing first those which related 
to matters of no great importance; but when he saw that the 
guards listened with profound reverence, and that the king's 
name and seal imposed upon them irresistibly, he ventured 
upon the real purport of his perilous mission. An ordinance 
was handed to the secretary, and read by him aloud, as follows : 
" Persians, king Darius forbids you to serve any longer as 
guards to Orootes." The obedient guards at once delivered 
up their spears, when Bagreus caused the final warrant to be 
read to them : "King Darius commands the Persians in Sardis 
to kill Orooth" The guards drew their swords and killed him 
on th~ spot : his large treasure was conveyed to Susa : Darius 
became undisputed master, and probably Bagreus satrap.1 

Another devoted adherent, and another yet more memorable 
piece .of cunning, laid prostrate before Darius the mighty walls 
and gates of the revolted Babylon. The inhabitants of that 
city had employed themselves assiduously,-both during the 
lax provincial superintendence of the false Smerdis and during 
the period of confusion and conflict which elapsed before 
Darius became firmly established and obeyed--;-in making 

capture of the Bpartans in Sphakteria, in 425 B.c., rather than after it: 
compare Thucyd. iv. 40. _ 

Dahlmann (Forschungen auf dem Gebiete der G'eschichte, vol. ii. p. 41-
47) and Heyse (Qurestiones Herodotere, p. 74-77, Berlin 1827) both 
profess to point out six passages in Herodotus which mark events of later 
date than 430 B.C. But none of the chronological indications which they 
adduce appear to me trustworthy. . 

1 Herodot. iji. 127, I28. 
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every preparation both for declaring and sustaining n eir 
independence. Having accumulated a large store of r•ro
visions and other requisites for a long siege, without previ )US 

detection, they at length proclaimed their independence ope 1ly. 
Such was the intensity of their resolution to shake off the yoke, 
that they had recourse to a proceeding, which, if correctly 
reported by Herodotus, forms one of the most frigLtful 
enormities recorded in his history. To make their provisions 
last out longer, they strangled all the women in the ;;ity, 
reserving only their mothers, and one woman to each family 
for the purpose of baking.! We cannot but suppose that this 
has been magnified from a partial into a universal destruction; 
but taking it even with such allowance, it illustrates that 
ferocious force of will-and that predominance of strong 
nationality, combined with antipathy to foreigners, over a· I the 
gentler sympathies-which seems to mark the Semitic na-.ions, 
and which may be traced so conspicuously in the Jewish h story 
of Josephus. 

Darius, assembling all the forces in his power, laid sitge to 
the revolted city, but could make no impression upon it .!ither 
by force or by stratagem. He tried to repeat the procEeding 
by which Cyrus had taken it at first; but the besieged were 
found this time on their guard. The siege had lasted twenty 
months without the smallest progress, and the Baby! >nians 
derided the besiegers frDm the height of their imprqnable 
walls, when a distinguished Persian nobleman Zopyrus- son of 
Megabyzus who had been one of the seven conspirators ;tgainst 
Smerdis-presented himself one day before Darius in 1 state 
of frightful mutilation. His nose and ears were cut off, and 
his body misused in every way. He had designed:y thus 
maimed himself, "thinking it intolerable that Assyrians should 
thus laugh the Persians to scorn," 2 in the intention, which he 
presently intimated to Darius, of passing into the tovrn as a 
deserter, with the view of betraying it-for which ;mrpose 
measures were concerted. The Babylonians, seeing a Persian 
of the highest rank in so calamitous a condition, readily 
believed his assurance that he had been thus punished by the 
king's order, and that he came over to them as the only means 
of procuring for himself signal vengeance. Entrusted by them 

1 Herodot. iii. I 50. 
9 Herodot. iii. 155· ae.vov 'TL 7I"OIEU!J.€VOS, 'A<f<fvplovs n~P"!7"' fi<t'T<t')'Ei\qv. 

Compare the speech of Mardonius, vii. g. 
The horror of Darius, at the first sight of Zopyrus in this condition, is 

strongly dramatised by Herodotus. 
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with the command of a detachment, he gained several advan
tages in different sallies, according to previous concert with 
Darius, until at length the Babylonians, grateful and confident, 
placed under his charge the principal gates. At the critical 
moment these gates were thrown open, and the Persians became 
masters of the city.1 . 

Thus was the impregnable Babylon a second time reduced.2 

Darius took precautions on this occasion ·to put it out of 
condition for resisting a third time. He caused _the walls and 
gates .to be demolished, and three thousand of. the principal 
citizens to be crucified. The remaining inhabitants were left 
in the dismantled city, fifty thousand women being levied by 
assessment upon the neighbouring provinces, to supply the ·· 
place of the women st~angled when it first re~olted. 8 Zopyrus 

1' Herodot. iii. 154-158. . 
2 Kt~sias represents the revolt and recapture of Babylon to have .taken 

place, not under Darius, but under his son and successor Xerx~s. He says 
· that the Babylonians, revolting, slew their satrap Zopyrus; that they were 
besieged by Xerx~s, and that Megabyzus son of Zopyrus caused the .city to 
be taken by practising that very stratagem which. Herodotus ascribes to 
Zopyrus himself (Persica, c. 2o--22 ). 

This seems inconsistent with the fact, that Megabyzus was general of 
the Persian army in Egypt in the war with the Athenians, about 460 B.C. 
(Diodor. Sic. xi. 75-77). He would hardly have been sent on active 
service had he been so fearfully mutilated: moreover, the whole story of 
Kt~sias appears to me far less probable than that of Herodotus; for on 
this, as on other occasions, to blend the two together is .impossible. 

3 Herodot. iii. 159, r6o. "From the women thus introduced (says 
Herodotus) the present Babylonians are sprung." · 

To crucify subdued revolters by thousands is, fortunately, so little in 
.harmony with modern European manners, that it .may not be amiss to 
strengthen the confidence of the reader in the accuracy of H,erodotus, by 
producing an analogous narrative of incidents far more recent. Voltaire 
gives, from the MS. of General Lefort, one of the principal and confidential 
officers of Peter the Great, the following account of the suppression of the 
revolted Strelitzes at Moscow in r6g8 : these Strelitzes were the old native 
militia ,or Janissaries of the Russian Czars, opposed to all the reforms of 
Peter. · · · 

"Pour etouffer ces troubles, le czar part secretement de Vienne, arrive 
'enfin a Moscou, et surprend tout le monde par sa presence : il recompense 
les troupes qui ont vaincu les Strelitz : les prisons etaient pleines de ces 
malheureux .. Si leLif crime etait grand, le chatiment·le fut ·aussi, Leurs 
chefs, plusieurs officiers, et quelques prihres, furent condamnes a Ia mort : 
quelquesuns furent roues, deux femmes enterrees vives. . On ·pendit autour 
des rnurailles de Ia ville et on fit perir dans d'autres supplices deux mille 
Streiitz :.leurs corps resterent deux jours exposes sur les _grands chemins, 
et surtout autour du monastere ou residaient 'les .princesses Sophie -et 
Eudoxe. On erigea des colonnes de pierre ou le crime et le chatiil:lent 
furent graves. Un tres-grand nombre qui avaient leur.s femmes ,et ·leurs 
enfans furent disP.erses avec leurs families dans Ia Siberie, dans le royaume 

1"\" 
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was appointed satrap of the territory for life, with enjc yment of 
its entire revenues, receiving besides every addition:il reward 
which it was in the power of Darius to bestow, and generous 
assurances from the latter that he would rather have Zopyrus 
without wounds than the possession of Babylon. I have 
already intimated in a former chapter that the dem )lition of 
the walls here mentioned is not to be regarded as complete 
and continuous, nor was there any necessity that it £hould be 
so. Partial demolition would be quite sufficient to leave the 
city without defence ; and the description given by Herodotus 
of the state of things as they stood at the time of his visit, 
proves that portions of the walls yet subsisted. On ~ circum
stance is yet to be added in reference to the st.bsequent 
condition of Babylon under the Persian empire. The city with 
the territory belonging to it constituted a satrapy, v•hich not 
only paid a larger tribute (one thousand Euboic 1alents of 
silver) and contributed a much larger amount of provisions in 
kind for the maintenance of the Persian court, than any other 
among the twenty satrapies of the empire, but furnish~ d besides 
an annual supply of five hundred eunuch youths.l We may 
presume that this was intended in part as a punishment for the 
past revolt, since the like obligation was not imposed upon any 
other satrapy. 

Thus firmly established on the throne, Darius occupied it 
for thirty-six years. His reign was one of organisation, different 
from that of his two predecessors ; a difference v·hich the 
Persians well understood and noted, calling Cyrus t 1e father, 
Kambyses the master, and Darius the retail-trader or huckster.2 

In the mouth of the Persians this latter epithet must be 
construed as no insignificant compliment, since it intimates 
that he was the first to introduce some methodical order into 
the imperial administration and finances. Under the two 
former kings there was no definite amount of tribute levied 
upon the subject provinces. They furnished what were called 

d' Astrakhan, dans le pays d' Azof: par la du moins leur punit on fut utile 
a l'etat: ils servirent a defricher des terres qui manquaient d'habitans et 
de culture.'' (Voltaire, Histoire de Russie, part i. ch. x. t. JI of the 
CEuvres Completes de Voltaire, p. 148, ed. Paris, 1825.) 

I Herodot. iii. 92. 
2 Herodot. iii. 89. What the Persian denomination was, which Hero

dotus or his informants translated rtcl.?r'l171.os, we do not know; b•1t this latter 
word was used often by Greeks to signify a cheat or deceive! generally: 
see Etymologic. Magn. p. 490, II, and Suidas, v. KJ.,.71ll.os. '0 o' Alax671.os 
.-c\ 3&71.uu·dv.-a rtali.EI rt&.?r'l171.a-" Kd7r71ll.a ?rpo11cf>lpwv .-exv-l,p.a..-a." (.tEschylus, 
Fragment. 328, ed. Dindorf: compare Euripid. Hippolyt. 953 ) 
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presents, subject to no fixed limit except such as might be 
satisfactory to the satrap in each district. But Darius
succeeding as he did to Smerdis, who had rendered himself 
popular with the provinces by large financial exemptions, and 
having further to encounter jealousy and dissatisfaction from 
Persians, his former equals in rank-probably felt it expedient 
to relieve the provinces from the burden of undefined exactions. 
He distributed the whole empire into twenty departments, 
imposing upon each a fixed annual tax, and a fixed contribution 
for the maintenance of the court. This must doubtless have 
been a great improvement, though the limitation of the sum 
which. the Great King at Susa would require, did not at all 
prevent the satrap in his own province from ·indefinite requisi
tions beyond it. The satrap was a little king, who acted' nearly 
as he pleased in the internal administration of his province, 
subject only to the necessity of sending up the imperial tribute, 
of keeping off foreign enemies, and of furnishing an adequate 
military contingent for the foreign enterprises of the Great King. 
To every satrap • was attached a royal secretary or comptroller 
of the revenue,l who probably managed the imperial finances 
in the province, and to whom the court of. Susa might perhaps 
look as a watch upon the satrap himself. It is not to be 
supposed that the Persian authorities in any province meddled 
with the details of .taxation or contribution, as they bore upon 
individuals. The court having fixed the entire sum payable 
by the satrapy in the aggregate, the satrap or the secretary 
apportioned it among the various component districts, tow_ns, 
or provinces, leaving to the local authorities in each of these 
latter the task of assessing it upon individual inhabitants. 
From necessity, therefore, as well as from indolence of temper 
and political incompetence, the Persians were compelled to 
respect the authorities which they found standing both in town 
and country, and to leave in their hands a large•measure of 
genuine influence ; frequently overruled indeed by oppressive 
interference on the part of the satrap, whenever any of his 
passions prompted-but never entirely superseded. In the 
important towns and stations, Persian garrisons were usually 
kept, and against the excesses of the military there was probably 
little or no protection to the subject people. Yet still the 

1 Herodot. iii. 128. This division of power, and double appointment by 
the Great King, appears to have been retained until the close of the Persian 
empire: see Quintus Curtius, v. I, 17-20 (v. 3, 19-21, Zumpt). The 
present Turkish government nominates a Defterdar as finance administrator 
in each province, with authority derived directly from itself, and professedly 
independent of the Pacha. 
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provincial governments were allowed to continue, ar d often 
even the petty kings who had governed separate district:; during 
their state of independence prior to the Persian conquest, 
retained their title and dignity as tributaries to the court of 
Susa.1 The empire of the Great King was thus an a!,gregate 
of heterogeneous elements, connected together by no tit: except 
that of common fear and subjection-noway coherent nor self
supporting, nor pervaded by any common system or ~pirit of 
nationality. It resembled, in its main political featu·es, the 
Turkish and Persian empires of the present day, 2 though 
distinguished materially by the many differences arising out of 
Mahometanism and Christianity, and perhaps hardly n:aching 
the same extreme of rapacity, corruption, and cruelty in detail. 

Darius distributed the Persian empire into twenty sa~rapies, 
each including a certain continuous territory, and one c r more 
nations inhabiting it, the names of which Herodotus setn forth. 
The amount of tribute payable by each satrapy was determined: 
payable in gold, according to the Euboic talent, by the lndians 
in the easternmost satrapy-in silver, according to the Baby
lonian or larger talent, by the remaining nineteen. Herodotus 
computes the ratio of gold to silver as I3 : I. From th1: nine
teen satrapies which paid in silver, there was levied ar nually 
the sum of 7740 Babylonian talents, equal to something about 
£2,964,000 sterling: from the Indians, who alone paid in gold, 
there was received a sum equal (at the rate of I : I 3) t() 468o 
Euboic talents of silver, or to about £ I,29o,ooo sterling. 3 To 

1 Herodot. iii. 15. 
2 Respecting the administration of the modern Persian empire, see 

Kinneir, Geograph. Memoir of Persia, pp. 29, 43, 47· 
3 Herodot. iii. 95· The text of Herodotus contains an errtlneous 

summing up of items, which critics have no means of correctin ~ with 
certainty. Nor is it possible to trust the large sum which he alkges to 
have been levied from the Indians, though all the other items, inch ded in 
the nineteen silver-paying divisions, seem within the probable truth. 
Indeed both Rennell and Robertson think the total too small: the charges 
on some of the satrapies are decidedly smaller than the reality. 

The vast sum of so,ooo talents is said to have been found by Ale:mnder 
the Great laid up by successive kings at Susa alone, besides the trtasures 
at Persepolis, Pasargadre, and elsewhere (Arrian. iii. r6, 22; Ph tarch, 
Alexand. 37). Presuming these talents to be Babylonian or A!:ginrean 
talents (in the proportion 5 : 3 to Attic talents), 50,000 talents wodd be 
equal to £r9,ooo,ooo sterling: if they were Attic talents, it wmld be 
equal to £n,6oo,ooo sterling. The statements of Diodorus give even 
much larger sums (xvii. 66-71: compare Curti us, v. 2, 8; v. 6, 9; Strabo, 
xv. p. 730). It is plain that the numerical affirmations were differ~nt in 
different authors, and one cannot pretend to pronounce on the trustw orthi
ness of such large figures: without knowing more of the original retm ns on 
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explain how it happened that this one satrapy was charged with 
a sum equal to two-fi(ths of the aggregate charge on the other 
nineteen, Herodotus dwells upon the vast . population, the 
extensive territory, and the abundant produce in gold, among 
those whom he calls Indians-the easternmost inhabitants of 
the earth, since beyond them there was nothing but uninhabit
able sand-reaching, as far as we can make it out, from Baktria 
southward along the .Indus to its mouth, but how far eastward 
we cannot determine. Darius is said to have undertaken an 
expedition against them and subdued them. Moreover, he is 
affirmed. to have constructed and despatched vessels down the 
Indus, from the city of Kaspatyri and the territory of the 
Paktyes, in its upper regions, all the way down to its mouth : 
then into the Indian Ocean, round the peninsula of Arabia, and 
up the Red Sea to Egypt. The ships were commanded by a 
Greek-Skylax, of Karyanda on the south-western coast of Asia 
Minor; 1 who, if this statement be correCt, executed a scheme 
of nautical enterprise not only one hundred and seventy years 
earlier, but also far more extensive, than the famous voyage of 
N earchus, admiral of Alexander the Great, who only went from 
the Indus to the Persian Gulf. The eastern portions of the 
Persian empire remained so unknown and unvisited until the 
Macedonian invasion, that we are unable to criticise these 
isolated statements of Herodotus. None of the Persian kings 
subsequent to Darius appear to have visited. them, and whether 
the prodigious sum demandable from them according to the 
which they were founded. That there were prodigious sums of gold and 
silver, is quite unquestionable. Respecting the statement of the Persian 
revenue given by Herodotus, see .Boeckh, Metrologie, ch. v. r, 2. 

Amedee Jaubert, in r8o6, estimated the population of the modern 
Persian empire at about 7,000,000 souls; of which about 6,ooo,ooo settled 
population, ·the rest nomadic : he also estimated the Schah's revenue at 
about z,goo,ooo tomans, or £r,soo,ooo sterling. Others calculated the 
population higher, at nearer rz,ooo,ooo souls. Kinneir gives the revenue 
at something more than £3,ooo,ooo sterling: he thinks that the whole 
territory between the Euphrates and the Indus does not contain above· 
r8,ooo,ooo of souls (Geogr. Memoir of Persia,·p. 44-47: compare Ritter, 
West-Asien, Abtheil. ii. Abschn. iv. p. 879-889). .... · 

The modern Persian empire contains not so much as the eastern half of 
the ancient, which covered all Asiatic Turkey and Egypt besides. 

1 Herodot. iii. 102, iv. 44· See the two Excursus of .Bahr on these two 
chapters, vol. ii. p. 648-67I of his edit. of Herodotus. 

It certainly is singular that neither Nearchus, nor Ptolemy, nor Aris
tobulus, nor Arrian, take any notice of this remarkable voyage distinctly 
asserted by Herodotus to have been accomplished. Such silence however 
affords no sufficient reason for calling the narrative· in question. The 
attention of the Persian ·kings, successors to Darius, came to be .far more 
occupied with the western than with the eastern portions of their empire. 
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Persian rent-roll was ever regularly levied, may reasonably be 
doubted. At the same time, we may ryadily believe that the 
mountains in the northern parts of Persian India (Cal:ul and 
Little Thibet) were at that time extremely productive ia gold, 
and that quantities of that metal, such as now appear almost 
fabulous, may have been often obtained. It seems that the 
produce of gold in all parts of the earth, as far as hitherto :mown, 
is obtained exclusively near the surface ; so that a count! y once 
rich in that metal may well have been exhausted of it~ whole 
supply, and left at a later period without any gold at all. 

Of the nineteen silver-paying satrapies, the most heavily 
imposed was Babylonia, which paid rcoo talents. The •ext in 
amount of charge was Egypt, paying 700 talents, besides the 
produce of the fish from the lake of Mceris : the remaining 
satrapies varied in amount, down as low as 170 talents, which 
was the sum charged on the seventh satrapy (in the enumeration 
of Herodotus) comprising the Sattagydae, the Gandarii, the 
Dodikae, and the Aparytae. The Ionians, lEolians, Mag:1esians 
on the Maeander and on Mount Sipylus, Karians, Lykians, 
Milyans, and Pamphylians-including the coast of Asia Minor 
sowthward of Kane, and from thence round the sc uthern 
promontory to Phaselis-were rated as one division, payi'lg 400 

talents. Yet we may be sure that much more than this was 
really taken from the people, when we read that Magnesi:t alone 
afterwards paid to Themistokles a revenue of so talents 
annually.1 The Mysians and Lydians were included, wit:1 some 
others, in another division; and the Hellespontine Gn!eks in 
a third, with Phrygians, Bithynians, Paphlagonians, Ma ·iandy
nians, and Syrians, paying 36o talents-nearly the same as was 
paid by Syria proper, Phenicia and J udaea, with the is! md of 
Cyprus. Independent of this regular tribute, with the undefined 
sums extorted over and above it,2 there were some dep.ondent 
nations, which, though exempt from tribute, furnished ocClsional 
sums called presents. Further contributions were exac· ed .for 
the maintenance of the vast suite who always personally attended 
the king. One entire third of this last burden was borne by 
Babylonia alone in consequence of its exuberant fertility : 8 it 
was paid in produce, as indeed the peculiar productions of 
every part of the empire seem to have been sent up ; or the 
regal consumption. 

1 Thucyd. i. 138. 2 Herodot. iii. II7. 
8 Herodot. i. 192. Compare the description of the dinner and supper 

of the Gren.t King, in Polyrenus, iv. 3, 32; also Kti!sias and Dei11lln ap. 
Athenreum, ii. p. 67. • 
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However imperfectly we are now able to follow the geograph

ical distribution of the subject nations as given by Herodotus,· 
it is extremely valuable as the only professed statistics remaining, 
of the entire Persian empire. The arrangement of,satrapies, 
which he describes, underwent moJification in subsequent 
times; at least it does not harmonise with various statements in 
the Anabasis of Xenophon, and in other authors who recount 
Persian affairs belonging to the fourth century B.C. But we find 
in no other author except Herodotus any entire survey and dis
tribution of the'empire. -It is indeed a new tendency which 
now manifests itself in the Persian Darius, compared with his 
predecessors : not simply to conquer, to extort, and to give 
away-but to do all this with something like method and 
system, 1 ·and to define the obligations of the satraps towards 
Susa. Another remarkable example of the same tendency is 
to be found in the fact, that Darius was the first "Persian king 
who coined money. His coin both in gold and silver, the 
Daric, was the earliest produce 'of a Persian mint.2 The 
revenue, as brought to Susa in metallic money of various de
scriptions, was melted down separately, and poured in a fluid 
state into jars or earthenware vessels. When the metal had 
cooled and hardened, the jar was broken, leaving a standing 
solid mass frbm which portions were cut Qff as the occasion 
required.3 And in addition to these administrative, financial, · 
and monetary arrangements, of which · Darius was the first 
originator, we may probably ascribe to him the first introduc
tior~ of that system of roads, resting-places, and permanent 

1 Plato, Legg. iii. 12, p. 695. . 
2 Herodot. iv. 166 ; Plutarch, Kimon, 10. 
The gold Daric, of the wei~ht of two Attic drachma: (Stater Daricus), 

equivalent to 20 Attic silver drachmre (Xenoph. Anab. i. 7, 18), would be · 
about 16s. 3d. English. But it seems doubtful whether that ratio between 
gold and silver (10: 1) can be reckoned upon as the ordinary ratio in the 
fifth and fourth centuries B.C. Mr. Hussey calculates the golden Daric as 
equal to £1 Is. 3d. English (Hussey, Essay on the Ancient Weights and 
Money, Oxford 1836, ch. iv. s. 8, p. 68; ch. vii. s. 3, p. 103). 

I cannot think, with Mr. Hussey, that there is any rea5on for believing 
either the name or the coin Dal'icto be older than Darius son of Hystasp~s. 
Compare Boeckh, Metrologie, ix. 5, p. 129. 

Particular statements respecting the value of gold and silver, as ex
changed one against the other, are to be received with some reserve as the 
basis of any general estimate, since we have not the means of comparing a 
great many such statements together. For the process of coinage was 
imperfectly performed, and the different pieces, both of gold and silver, in 
circulation, differed materially in weight one with the other, Herodotus 
gives the ratio of gold to silver as 13 : r •. 

3 Herodot. iii. 96 
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relays of couriers, which connected both Susa and Ekbatan;, 
with the distant portions of the empire. Herodotus describe:; 
in considerable detail the imperial road from Sardis to Susa, 1. 

journey of ninety days, crossing the Halys, the Euphrates, the 
Tigris, the Greater and Lesser Zab, the Gyndes, and th<• 
Choaspes. In his time it was kept in excellent order, witl. 
convenience for travellers.l 

It was Darius also who first completed the conquest of th<, 
Ionic Greeks by the acquisition of the important island o' 
Samos. That island had maintained its independence, at tht 
time when the Persian general Harpagus effected the conques 
of Ionia, and even when Chios and Lesbos submitted. Thf 
Persians had no fleet to attack it; nor had the Phenicians ye 
been taught to round the Triopian cape. Indeed the depres 
sion which overtook the other cities of Ionia tended rather t<• 
the aggrandisement of Samos, under the energetic and un
scrupulous despotism of Polykrates. That ambitious Samian 
about ten years after the conquest of Sardis by Cyrus (seem 
ingly between 536-532 B.c.), contrived to 'seize by force o:· 
fraud the government of his native island, with the aid of hi~ 
brothers Pantagnotus and Sylos6n, and a small band of con 
spirators. 2 At first the three brothers shared the suprenw 
power; but presently Polykrates put to death Pantagn6tus 
banished Sylos6n, and made himself despot alone. In thi~; 
station his ambition, his perfidy, and his good fortune wen' 
alike remarkable. He conquered several of the neighbourin~ 
islands, and even some towns on the mainland : he carried or 
successful war against Miletus, and signally defeated the Lesbiar 
ships which came to assist Miletus : he got together a force o' 
one hundred armed ships called pentekonters, and one thousanc 
mercenary bowmen-aspiring to nothing less than the dominior 
of Ionia, with the islands in the LEgean. Alike terrible t< 
friend and foe by his indiscriminate spirit of aggression, he 
acquired a naval power which seems at that time to have beer 
the greatest in the Grecian world.8 He had been in intimate 
alliance with Amasis king of Egypt, who however ultimatelr 

1 Herodot. v. 52-53; viii. 98. "It appears to be a favourite idea with 
all barbarous princes, that the badness of the roads adds considerably to 
the natural strength of their dominions. The Turks and Persians ar•! 
undoubtedly of this opinion: the public highways are therefore neglected 
and particularly so towards the frontiers.'' (Kinneir, Geog. Mem. of Pers 
p. 43·) 

The description of Herodotus contrasts faYourahly with the picture hen· 
given by Mr. Kinneir. 

2 Herodot. iii. 120. 3 Herodot. iii. 39 ; Thucyd. i. 13. 
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broke with him. Considering his behaviour towards allies, 
this rupture is not at all surprising; but Herodotus ascribes it 
to the alarm which Amasis conceived at the uninterrupted and 
superhuman good fortune .of Polykrates-a degree. of good 
fortune sure to draw down ultimately corresponding intensity of 
suffering from the hands of the envious gods. Indeed Herod
otus-deeply penetrated with this belief in .an ever-present 
Nemesis, which allows no man to be very happy, or long happy, 
with impunity-throws it into the form of an epistolary warning 
from Amasis to Polykrates, advising him to inflict upon himself 
some seasonable mischief or suffering ; in order, if possible, to 
avert the ultimate judgement-to let blood in time, so that the 
plethora of happiness might not end in apoplexy.1 Pursuant to 
such counsel, Polykrates threw into the sea· a favourite ring of 
matchless price and beauty; but unfortunately, in a few days, 
the ring re-appeared in the belly of a fine fish, which a fisher
man had sent to him as a present. Amasis, now forewarned 
that the final apoplexy was inevitable, broke off the alliance 
with Polykrates without delay. This well-known story, inter
esting as evidence of ancient belief, is not less to be noted as 
showing the power of that belief to beget fictitious details out of 
real characters, such as I have already touched upon in the 
history of Solon and Crresus, and elsewhere. · 

The facts mentioned by Herodotus rather lead us to believe · 
that it was Polykrates, who, with characteristic faithlessness, 
broke off his friendship with Amasis ; 2 finding it suitable to his · 
policy to cultivate the alliance of Kambyses, when that prince 
was preparing for his invasion of Egypt. In that invasion the 
Ionic subjects of Persia were called upon to serve, and Poly
krates deeming it a good opportunity to rid himself of some 
Samian malcontents, sent to the Persian king to tender auxili
aries from himself. Kambyses eagerly caught at the prospect 
of aid from the first naval potentate in the lEgean; upon which 
forty Samian triremes were sent to the Nile, having on board 
the suspected persons, as well as conveying a secret request to 
the Persian king that they might never be suffered to return. 
Either they never went to Egypt, however, or they found means 
to escape: very contradictory stories had reached Herodotus. 
But they certainly returned to Samos, attacked Polykrates at 
home, and were driven off by his superior force without making 

1 Herodot. iii. 4o-42 .... 'fiv /i~ p.'t/ lvaA.i\l.; lion -rw1ro -rov-rou. a1 •li-ruxla< 
TOt 'ia'ia't w&OatO'L 7rpOlT1rl7rTlAJO't, Tp61rre Tcj) ~~ lp.€V {nroKEtJ.dV'f a I( E 0 : 

compare vii. 203, and i; 32. 
2 Herodot. iii. 44· 
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any impression. Whereupon they repaired to Sparta to entreat 
assistance.1 

We may here notice the gradually increasing tendenq in the 
Grecian world to recognise Sparta as something like :. head, 
protector, or referee, in cases either of foreign danger or in
ternal dispute. The earliest authentic instance known to us, 
of application to Sparta in this character, is that of · :::rcesus 
against Cyrus ; next, that of the Ionic Greeks against the 
latter: the instance of the Samians now before us, is th•: third. 
The important events connected with, and consequenl upon, 
the expulsion of the Peisistratidre from Athens, manifest .ng yet 
more formally the headship of Sparta, occur fifteen yea1 s after 
the present event; they have been already recounted ir: a pre
vious chapter, and serve as a further proof of progress in the 
same direction. To watch the growth of these new rolitical 
habits is essential to a right understanding of Grecian h story. 

On reaching Sparta, the Samian exiles, borne dov.n with 
despondency and suffering, entered at large into the particulars 
of their case. Their long speaking annoyed instead of noving 
the Spartans, who said, or are made to say-" We have for
gotten the first part of the speech, and the last part is unin
telligible to us." Upon which the Samians appeared tbe next 
day simply with an empty wallet, saying-" Our wallet has no 
meal in it." "Your wallet is superfluous" (said the Sp~ rtans); 
i.e. the words would have been sufficient without it.2 The aid 
which they implored was granted. 

We are told that both the Lacedremonians and the Corin
thians-who joined them in the expedition now contenplated 
-had separate grounds of quarrel with the Samians/ which 
operated as a more powerful motive than the simple d<:sire to 
aid the suffering exiles. But it rather seems that the sub~.equent 
Greeks generally construed the Lacedremonian inter"erence 
against Polykrates as an example of standing Spartan hatred 
against despots. Indeed the only facts which we kr ow, to 
sustain this anti-despotic sentiment for which the Lact dremo
nians had credit, are, their proceedings against Polykrales and 
Hippias : there may have been other cases, but we cannot 
specify them with certainty. However this may be, a joint 
Lacedremonian and Corinthian force accompanied th(! exiles 
back to Samos, and assailed Polykrates in the city : tbey did 
their best to capture it, for forty days, and were at one t\me on 
the point of succeeding, but were finally obliged to retire ·,vithout 

1 Herodot. iii. 44· ~ Herudot. iii. 46. Trj) 8uil.d~'f "'"P"PI'.f."8cu. 
3 Herodot. iii. 47, 48, 52. 
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any success. "The city would have been taken," says Herod
otus, " if all the Lacedcemonians .had acted like Archias and 
Lyk6pas "-who, pressing closely upon the retreating Samians, 
were shut within the town-gates, and perished. The historian 
had heard this exploit in personal conversation with Archias, 
grandson of the person above mentioned, in the deme Pitana at 
Sparta-whose father had been named Samius, and who re
spected the Samians above any other Greeks, because they had 
bestowed upon the two brave warriors, slain within their town, 
an honourable and public funeraJ.l It is rarely that Herodotus 
thus specifies his informants : had he done so more frequently, 
the value as well as the interest of his history would have been 
materially increased. 

On the retirement of the Lacedcemonian force, the Samian 
exiles were ]eft destitute; and looking out for some community 
to plunder, weak as well as rich, they pitched upon the island 
of Siphnos. The Siphnians of that day were the wealthiest 
islanders in the JEgean, from the productiveness of their gold 
and silver mines,-the produce of which was annually distri
buted among the citizens, reserving a tithe for the Delphian 
temple.2 Their treasure-chamber was among the most richly 
furnished of which that holy place could boast, and they them
selves probably, in these times of early prosperity, were num
bered among the most brilliant of the Ionic visitors at the 
Delian festival. The Samians, landing at Siphnos, demanded 
a contribution, under the name of a loan, of ten talents. 
Upon refusal, they proceeded to ravage the island, inflicting 
upon the inhabitants a severe defeat, and ultimately extorting 
from them Io·o talents. They next purchased from the inhabit
ants of Hermione, in the Argolic peninsula, the neighbouring 
island of Hydrea, famous in moderri Greek warfare. Yet it 
appears that their plans must have been ·subsequently changed, 
for instead of occupying it, they' placed it under the care of the 
Trcezenians, and repaired themselves to Krete, for the purpose 
of expelling the Zakynthian settlers at Kyd6nia. In this they 
succeeded, and were induced to establish themselves in that 
place; but after they had remained there five years, the 
Kretans obtained naval aid from JEgina, whereby the place was 
recovered, and the Samian intruders finally sold into slavery.8 

Such was the melancholy end of the enemies of Polykrates. 
Meanwhile that despot himself was more powerful and pros-

1 Herodot. iii. 54-56. 
2 Herodot. iii. 57· V'fJIJ'lWTEwv p.dll.liJ'Ta brll.o6TEov. 
a Iclerodot. iii. 58, 59· 
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perous than ever. Samos under him was " the first of all cities, 
Hellenic or barbaric." 1 The great works admired by Herod
otus in the island 2-an aqueduct for the city, tunnel ed through 
a mountain for the length of seven furlongs-a molE to protect 
the harbour, two furlongs long and twenty fathoms deep-and 
the vast temple of Here-may probably have bee'l enlarged 
and completed, if not begun, by him. Aristotle 1uotes the 
public works of Polykrates as instances of the profound· policy 
of despots, to occupy as well as to impoverish their subjects.3 

The earliest of all Grecian thalassokrats, or sea-kinLs-master 
of the greatest naval force in the lEgean, as well a:; of many 
among its islands-he displayed his love of letters by friendship 
to Anakreon, and his piety by consecrating to the Delian 
Apollo 4 the neighbouring island of Rheneia. But while thus 
outshining all his contemporaries, victorious over Sparta and 
Corinth, and projecting further aggrandisement, he ·-vas preci
pitated on a sudden into the abyss of ruin; 5 and thlt too, as 
if to rlemonstrate unequivocally the agency of the envious gods, 
not from the revenge of any of his numerous victims, but from 
the gratuitous malice of a stranger whom he had neve· wronged 
and never even seen. The Persian satrap Orcetes, on ;he neigh
bouring mainland, conceived an implacable hatred against 
him : no one could tell why-for he had no design of attacking 
the island; and the trifling reasons conjecturally assigned, only 
prove that the real reason, whatever it might be, was ttnknown. 
Availing himself of the notorious ambition and cupidity of 
Polykrates, Orcetes sent to Samos a messenger, preten :ling that 
his life was menaced by Kambyses, and that he was anxious to 
make his escape with his abundant treasures. He pre posed to 
Polykrates a share in this treasure, sufficient to nuke him 
master of all Greece, as far as that object could be achieved by 
money, provided the Samian prince would come over t•> convey 
him away. M<eandrius, secretary of Polykrates, was sent over 
to Magnesia on the M<eander to make inquiries. He there 
saw the satrap with eight large coffers full of gold-cr rather 
apparently so, being in reality full of stones, with a layer of gold 
at the top 6-tied up ready for departure. The curidity of 
Polykrates was not proof against so rich a bait. He crossed 

1 Herodol. iii. 139. "IToll.lwv 1ra.u~wv "ITpdrrrw 'Ell.ll.rwlowv Kal f3a.p$rf.pwv. 
2 Herodot. iii. 6o. 
3 Aristot. Polit. v, 9, 4· rwv 11"Epl ~rf.f.'OV lp-ya. IToll.vKprf.·ma· .,.,(vra 7ap 

'Ta.VTa 06va'Tat TairrOv, &uxoAlav Kal1revlav rWv O.pxop.Evwv. 
4 Thucyd. i. 14, iii. 104. 5 Herodot. iii. 120. 
6 Compare the trick of Hannibal at Gortyn in Krete-Cornelirs Nepos 

(Hannibal, c. 9 ). 
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over to Magn~sia with a considerable suite, and thus came into 
the power of Orretes, in spite of the warnings. of his prophets 
and the agony of his terrified daughter, to whom his approach- · 
ing fate had been revealed in a dream. The satrap slew him 
and crucified his body; releasing all the Samians who accom
panied him, with an intimation that they ought to thank him 
for procuring them a free government-but retaining both the 
foreigners and the slaves as prisoners.1 The death of Orretes 
himself, which ensued shortly afterwards, has already been de
scribed : it is considered by Herodotus as a judgement for his 
flagitious deed in the case of Polykrates.2 

At the departure of the latter from Samos, in anticipation of 
a speedy return, Mreandrius had been left as his lieutenant at 
Samos; and the unexpected catastrophe ofPolykrates filled him 
with surprise and consternation. Though possessed of the fort
resses, the soldiers, and the treasures, which had constituted 
the machinery of his powerful master, he knew the risk of trying 
to employ them on his O'Yfl account. Partly from this appre
hension, partly from the genuine political morality which pre
vailed with more ot less force in every Grecian bosom, he 
resolved to lay down his authority and enfranchise the island. 
"He wished (says the historian in a remarkable phrase 3) to· act 
like the justest of men; but he was not allowed to do so." His 
first proceeding was to erect in the suburbs an altar, in honour 
of Zeus Eleutherius, and to enclose a piece of ground as precinct, 
which still existed in the time of Herodotus ; he next convened 
an assembly of the Samians. "You know (said he) that the 
whole power of Polykrates is now in my hands, and that there 
is nothing to hinder me from continuing to rule over you. 
Nevertheless what I condemn in another I will not do myself; 
and I have always disapproved of Polykrates, and others like 
him, for seeking to rule over men as good as themselves. Now 
that Polykrates has come to the end of his destiny, I at once 
lay down the command, and proclaim among you equal law·; 
reserving to myself as privileges, first, six talents out of the 
treasures of Polykrates-next, the hereditary priesthood of Zeus 
Eleutherius for myself and my descendants for ever .. To him 
I have just set apart a sacred precinct, as the God of that 
freedom which I now hand over to you." 

1 Heroc1ot. iii. 124, 125. 
2 Herodot. iii. 126. 'Opo(TEa; Tioll.vKpcf.Teos .,.(<Ttes f'ETTJ71.8ov. 
8 Herodot. iii. J42. Trj) li•KawTcf.Tcp lr.vlipwv flovl\ofJ.EV<p -yev€<T8a& obK 

~~eyeveTo. Compare his remark on Kadmus, who voluntarily resigned the 
despotism at KIJs (vii. 164). 
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This reasonable and generous proposition fully jt.stifies the 

epithet of Herodotus. But very differently was it n:ceived by 
the Samian hearers. One of the chief men am::mg them, 
Telesarchus, exclaimed with the applause of the rest, "You rule 
us, low-born and scoundrel as you are ! you are not worthy to 
rule : don't think of that, but give us some account of the money 
which you have been handling." 1 

Such an unexpected reply caused a total revolu· ion in the 
mind of Mreandrius. It left him no choice but to maintain 
dominion at all hazards, which he resolved to do. F etiring into 
the acropolis under pretence of preparing his money E ccounts for 
examination, he sent for Telesarchus and his chief political 
enemies, one by one-intimating that the accounts were open 
to inspection. As fast as they arrived they were put in chains, 
while Mreandrius remained in the acropolis, with his soldiers 
and his treasures, as the avowed successor of Polykra ;es. After a 
short hour of insane boastfulness, the Samians found themselves 
again enslaved. "It seemed (says Herodotus) that f1ey were not 
willing to be free." 2 · · 

We cannot but contrast their conduct on this occasion with 
that of the Athenians about twelve years afterw1.rds, on the 
expulsion of Hippias, which has been recounted in a previous 
chapter. The position of the Samians was far the more favour
able of the two, for the quiet and successful working of a free 
government; since they had the advantage of a voluntary as 
well as a sincere resignation from the actual desp::>t. Yet the 
thirst for reactionary investigation prevented them even from 
taking a reasonable estimate of their own power of enforcing it. 
They passed at once from extreme subjection tc overbearing 
and ruinous rashness. Whereas the Athenians, t:nder circum
stances far less promising, avoided the fatal mis· .ake of sacri
ficing the prospects of the future to recollection> of the past; 
showed themselves both anxious to acquire the rights, and 
willing to perform the obligations, of a free community; listened 
to wise counsels, maintained unanimous action, <.nd overcame 
by heroic efforts forces very greatly superior. F we compare 
the reflections of Herodotus on the one case and on the other, 3 

we shall be struck with the difference which th::>se reflections 
imply between the Athenians and the Samians-a d,fference partly 

1 Herodot iii. 142. 'A/1./1.' oM' !!~cos .I <fO "Y' fJp.~wv l!fXEIV, "Y'"YovdJs ore 
KC<IC~S, Kal lwv /5/l.e8pos· a/1./l.a p.Ci/1./I.OV 8KwS /1.6-yov lidJO'EIS TWV lvexefplO'CI.S 
XP7JI.'&.-rwv. 

2 Herodot. iii. !43· ob 'Yap o~, &s o!KaO'•, i/3ou/I.Ja-ro .z,,a, t/l.e68epoc, 
8 Herodot. v. 78, and iii. 142, 143· 
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referable, doubtless, to the pure Hellenism 0f the former, con
trasted with the half-Asiatised Hellenism of the latter-but also 
traceable in a great degree to the preliminary Jessons of the· 
Solonian constitution, overlaid, but not extinguished, during the 
despotism of the Peisistratids which followed. 

The events which succeeded in Samos are little better than 
a series of crimes and calamities. The prisoners, whom Mcean
drius had detained in the acropolis, were slain during his 
dangerous illness, by his brother Lykaretus, under the idea that 
this would enable him more easily to seize the sceptre. But 

' Mreandrius recovered, and must have continued as despot for a 
year or two. It was however a weak despotism, contested more 
or less in the island, and very different from the iron hand of 
Polykrates. In this untoward condition the Samians were 
surprised by the arrival of a new claimant for their sceptre and 
acropolis-and what was much more formidable, a Persian army 
to back him. 

Sylos6n, the brother of Polykrates, having taken part origin
ally in his brother's conspiracy and usurpation, had been at first 
allowed to share the fruits of it, but quickly found himself 
banished. In this exile he remained during the whole life of 
Polykrates, and until the accession of Darius to the Persian 
throne, which followed about a year after the death of Polykrates. 
He happened to be at Memphis in Egypt during the time when 
Kambyses was there with his conquering army, and when Darius, 
then a Persian of little note, was serving among his guards. 
Sylos6n was walking in the agora "of Memphis, wearing a scarlet 
cloak, to which Darius took a great fancy, and proposed to buy 
it. A divine inspiration prompted Sylos6n to reply, I "I cannot 
for any price sell it; but I give it you for nothing, if it must be 
yours." Darius thanked him and accepted the cloak; and for some 
years the donor accused himself of a silly piece of good nature.2 

But as events came round, Sylos6n at length heard with surprise 
that the unknown Persian, whom he had presented with the 
cloak at Memphis, was installed as king in the palace at Susa. 
He went thither, proclaimed himself as a Greek, and benefactor 
of the new king, and was admitted to the regal presence. Darius 
had forgotten his person, but perfectly remembered the adven
ture of the cloak, when it was brought to· his mind-and showed 
himself forward to requite, on the scale becoming the Great 
'King, former favours, though small, rendered to the simple 

1 Herodot. iii. 139· ·o·a~ :::Sv71.oO'wv hpiwv TOV Aapilov }Wy&.:>..ws bu8vfLEOVTa 
'T~S x:>..avl3os 8•iv 'TVXV XPE<~f'fVOS ;>..e-yft. 

2 Herodot. iii. 140. •1]7rluTa-rJ ol 'TOV'TO a1I'OAfiJAEVal Ill' f{rq8l7}v. 
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soldier at Memphis. Gold and silver were tendered to Syloson 
in profusion, but he rejected them-requesting that the island 
of Samos might be conquered and handed over to him, without 
slaughter or enslavement of inhabitants. His request was 
complied with. Otanes, the originator of the conspiracy a.sainst 
Smerdis, was sent down to the coast of Ionia with an army, 
carried Syloson over to Samos, and landed him unexpe·:tedly 
on the island.l 

Mreandrius was in no condition to resist the invasion, nor 
were the Samians generally disposed to sustain him. He a ;cord
ingly concluded a convention with Otanes, whereby he ;.greed 
to make way for Syloson, to evacuate the island, and to admit 
the Persians at once into the city ; retaining possession, how
ever, for such time as might be necessary to embark his pr )perty 
and treasures, of the acropolis, which had a separate landing
place, and even a subterranean passage and secret por:al for 
embarkation-probably one of the precautionary provisi)ns of 
Polykrates. Otanes willingly granted these conditions, and 
himself with his principal officers entered the town, thf army 
being quartered around; while Syloson seemed on the p0int of 
ascending the seat of his deceased brother without violence or 
bloodshed. But the Samians were destined to a fate more 
calamitous. Mreandrius had a brother named Charilaus, 1iolent 
in his temper and half a madman, whom he was obliged 1 o keep 
in confinement. This man, looking out ofhis chamber-VIindow, 
saw the Persian officers seated peaceably throughout th ~ town 
and even under the gates' of the acropolis, unguarded, and 
relying upon the convention : it seems that these were the chief 
officers whose rank gave them the privilege of being carried 
about on their seats.2 The sight inflamed both his wrBth and 
his insane ambition. He clamoured for liberty and ad nission 
to his brother, whom he reviled as a coward no less than 8 tyrant. 
" Here are you, worthless man, keeping me, your own brother, 
in a dungeon, though I have done no wrong worthy of bonds ; 
while you do not dare to take your revenge on the Fersians, 
who are casting you out as a houseless exile, and whom t would 
be so easy to put down. If you are afraid of them, give me 
your guards ; I will make the Persians repent of their coming 
here, and I will send you safely out of the island forthwith." 3 

1 Herodot. iii. 141-144. 
2 Herodot. iii. 146. -row n•pcrl"'v -rolls .ot</>po</>op•v,ulvovs ual x6-yov 

'lrAfi<TTOV (,.~{ovs. 
3 Herodot. iii. 145. '!!.,..€ ,uev, a; "&."'""• &vlipwv, Mv-ra cr•tA>v-rov &liexcp.~v, 

Kal &.5tK~<Tav-ra ovoev I!~LOV Tif<TJLOv, o~cras -yop-yoprjs ~~(..,<Tas· ople~v OE TOVS 
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Mreandrius, on the point of quitting Samos for ever, had little 

personal motive to care what became of the population. He 
had probably never forgiven them for disappointing his honour
able intentions after the death of Polykrates, nor was he dis
pleased to hand over to Syloson an odious and blood-stained 
sceptre, which he foresaw would be the only consequence of 
his brother's mad project. He therefore sailed away with his 
treasures, leaving the acropolis to his brother Charilaus; who 
immediately armed the guards, sallied forth from his fortress, 
and attacked the unsuspecting Persians. -Many of the great 
officers were slain without resistance before the army could be 
got together ; but at length Otanes collected his troops and 
drove the assailants back into the acropolis. While he im
mediately began the siege of that fortress, he also resolved, as 
Mreandrius had foreseen, to take a signal revenge for the 
treacherous slaughter of so many of his friends and companions. 
His army, no less incensed than himself, were directed to fall 
upon the Samian people and massacre them without discrimin~ 
ation-man and boy, on ground sacred as well as profane. The 
bloody order was too faithfully executed, and Samos was 
handed over to Syloson, stripped of its male inhabitants.! Of 
Charilaus and the acropolis we hear no further : perhaps he and 
his guards may have escaped by sea. Lykaretus,2 the other 
brother of Mreandrius, must have remained either in the service 
of Syloson or in that of the Persians ; for we find him some 
years afterwards entrusted by the latter with an important 
command. 
. Syloson was thus finally installed as despot of an island 
peopled chiefly, if not wholly, with women and children: we 
may however presume, that the deed of blood has been de
scribed by the historian as more sweeping than it really was. It 
seems nevertheless to have set heavily on the conscience of 
Otanes, who was induced some time afterwards, by a dream, 
and by a painful disease, to take measures for repeopling the 
island. 8 From whence the new population came, we are not 
told; but wholesale translations of inhabitants from one place 
to another were familiar to the mind of a Persian king or satrap. 

Mreandrius, following the example of the previous Samian 

ITJpcta.S lK/3J.A.AoVT~S -rl fT€ tcal lfVOliCOJI WOteifvTas, olJ TO"A.fJ.~S Tl<Taa'8at, ofJT"-' 
0{] 'Tt e&wras elrtrETfas XEtpwB~va.t. 

The highly dramatic manner of Herodotus cannot be melted down into 
smooth historical recital. 

1 Herodot. iii. 149. ~p'i)p.ov ~oiiuav &vBpiiiv. 
2 Herodot. v. 27• 3 .Herodot. iii. 149· 
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!xiles under Polykrates, went to Sparta and sought aid f )r the 
mrpose of re-establishing himself at Samos. But the L:.cedre
nonians had no disposition to repeat an attempt whic 1 had 
Jefore turned out so unsuccessfully, nor could he seduce: king 
Geomenes by the display of his treasures and finely-w:·ought 
~old plate. The king however, not without fear that such 
:eductions might win over some of the Spartan leading men, 
Jrevailed with the ephors to send Mreandrius away.l 

Syloson seems to have remained undisturbed at Samos as a 
ributary of Persia, like the Ionic cities on the continent : some 
·ears afterwards we find his son ..:-Eakes reigning in the i£ land. 2 

;trabo states that it was the harsh rule of Syloson which < aused 
he depopulation of the island. But the cause just recount ~d out 
>f Herodotus is both very different, and sufficiently plaus ble in 
tself; and as Strabo seems in the main to have derived his 
LCcount from Herodotus, we may suppose that on this pcint he 
1as incorrectly remembered his authority.3 

CHAPTER XXXIV 

DEMOKEDES-DARIUS INVADES SCYTHIA 

DARIUS had now acquired full authority throughm.t the 
)ersian empire, having put down the refractory satrap 0 ·retes, 
.swell as the revolted Medes and Babylonians. He had more
>ver completed the conquest of Ionia, by the important addition 
lf Samos ; and his dominion thus comprised all Asia Minor with 
ts neighbouring islands. But this was not sufficient f<·r the 
.mbition of a Persian king, next but one in successi·m to 
he great Cyrus. The conquering impulse was yet una bated 
.mong the Persians, who thought it incumbent upon their 
:ing, and whose king thought it incumbent upon hims~lf, to 
:xtend the limits of the empire. Though not of the lineage of 
~yrus, Darius had taken pains to connect himself with it by 
o.arriage : he had married Atossa and Artystone, daughters of 
:yrus-and Parmys, daughter of Smerdis the younger son of 
:yrus. Atossa had been first the wife of her brother Kam
>yses ; next, of the Magian Smerdis his successor ; and t lirdly 

1 Herodot. iii. q8. 2 Herodot. vi. I 3· 
3 Strabo, xiv. p. 638. He gives a proverbial phrase about the dej·Opula· 

[on of the island-
"Ete7Jn lvAoo-W~~Tos- dlpvxwplTJ, 

~hich is perfectly consistent with the narrative of Herodotus. 
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·of Darius, to whom she bore four children.l Of those children 
the eldest was Xerxes, respecting whom more will be said • 
hereafter. 

Atossa, mother of the only Persian king who ever set foot in 
Greece-the Sultana Validi of Persia during the reign of 
Xerxes-was a person of commanding influence in•the reign of. 
her last husband, 2 as well as in that of her son, and filled no 
inconsiderable space even in Grecian imagination, as we :r;nay 
see both by .t'Eschylus and Herodotus. Had her influence 
prevailed, the first conquering appetites of Darius would have 
been directed not against the steppes of Scythia, but against 
Attica and Peloponnesus ; at least so Herodotus assures us. 
The grand object of that historian is to set forth the conten
tions of Hellas with the barbarians or non-Hellenic world. 
Accordingly with an art truly epical, which manifests itself 
everywhere to the careful reader of his nine books, he preludes 
to the real dangers which were averted at Marathon and 
Plat~a by recounting the first conception of an invasion of 
Greece by the Persians-how it originated and how it was 
abandoned. For this purpose-according to his historical 
style, wherein general facts are set forth as subordinate and 
explanatory accompaniments to the adventures of particular 
persons-he gives us the interesting, but romantic ,history, of 
the f(rotoniate surgeon Demokedes. 

Demokedes, son of a citizen of Kroton named KalliphOn, 
had turned his attention in early youth to the study and 
practice of medicine and surgery (for that age, we can make 
no difference between the two) and had made considerable 
progress in it. His youth coincides nearly 'with the arrival of 
Pythagoras at KrotOn (sso-szo); a time when the science of 

• the surgeon as well as the art of the gymnastic trainer were 
prosecuted in that city more actively than in any part of 
Greece. KalliphOn, the father of Demokedes, was a man of 
such severe temper, that the son ran away from him and 
resolved to maintain himself by his talents elsewhere. Retiring 
to .t'Egina, he there began to practise in his profession. · So 
rapid was his success even in the first year..:...though very 
imperfectly equipped with instruments and apparatus 8-that 

1 Herodot. iii. 88, vii. 2. 
2 Herodot. vii. 3· 7J -yap "ATo<T<Ta elxe TO ... av t<pchos. Compare the 

description given of the ascendency of the savage Sultana Parysatis over her 
son Artaxerx&s Mn&mon (Plutarch, Artaxerx&s, c. 16, 19, 23). 

' 3 Herodot. iii. 131. lL<Tt<EV~S 'lrEp' ~wv, t<al lxwv ouB<v TWV 8<To. 7repl 'r~V 
Tlxvrw l<TTlv ip-yaA.~i"o.-the description refers to surgical rather than to 
medical practice. 
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the citizens of the island made a contract with him to remain 
there for one year, at a salary of one talent (about £383 
sterling, an JEginrean talent). The year afterwards he was 
invited to come to Athens, then under the Peisistrati<ls, at a 
salary of roo minre or r% talent; and in the following year, 
Polykrates of Samos tempted him by the offer of two talents. 
With that despot he remained, and accompanied him in his 
last calamitous visit to the satrap Orretes : on the murder of 
Polykrates, being seized among the slaves and foreign attend
ants, he was left to languish with the rest in imprisonment and 
neglect. ·when again, soon after, Orretes himse~f was slain, 

That curious assemblage of the cases of particular patients with remarks, 
known in the works of Hippokrates under the title 'E7r<O?'/tJ.lcu (Hotes of 
visits to different cities), is very illustrative of what Herodotus here r tentions 
about Demokedes. Consult also the valuable Prolegomena of M. Littre, 
in his edition of Hippokrates, as to the character, means of acti ln, and 
itinerant habits of the Grecian la-rpol: see particularly the prefac( to vol. 
v. p. 12, where he enumerates the various places visited and noted by 
Hippokrates. The greater number of the Hippokratic observations refer 
to various parts of Thrace, Macedonia, and Thessaly; but there are some 
also which refer to patients in the islands of Syros and Delos, at Athens, 
Salamis, Elis, Corinth, and CEniad~ in Akarnania. " On voit par Ia 
combien etoit juste le nom de Periodeutes on voyageurs donn<!s a ces 
anciens medecins.'' 

Again, M. Littre, in the same preface, p. 25, illustrates the pro< eedings 
and residence of the ancient la-rptls-" On se tromperoit si on se repr esentoit 
!a demeure d'un rnedecin d'alors com me celle d'un medecin d'aujo ud'hui. 
La maison du medecin de l'antiquite, du moins au temps d'Hippccrate et 
aux epoques voisines, renfermoit un local destine a Ia pratique d'u11 grand 
nombre d'operations, contenant les machines et les instrumens necc·ssaires, 
et de plus etant aussi nne boutique de pharmacie. Ce local se n )mmait 
la-rp•7ov." See Plato, Legg. i. p. 646, iv. p. 720. Tim~usaccusedl .. ristotle 
of having begun as a surgeon, practising to great profit in a surgery or 
la-rp•<ov, and having quitted this occupation late in life to devote hir.1self to 
the study of science-<rorpc<TT~)V oi/JttJ.a8ij Kal tJ.L<T?'/TIJV l17rCl.pxovTa, /Cal TO • 
1rOl\.VT(fJ.?'/TOV la-rp€tOV ap-r(ws a1rOK€Kl\.€tKti-ra (Po!yb. xii, 9), 

See also the Remarques Retrospectives attached by M. Littre to volume 
iv. of the same work (p. 654-658), where he dwells upon the intimate union 
of surgical and medical practice in antiquity. At the same time, it: oust be 
remarked that a passage in the remarkable medical oath, publishe 1 in the 
collection of Hippokratic treatises, recognises in the plainest mar ner the 
distinction between the physician and the operator-the former bin is him
self by this oath not to perform the operation "even of lithotomy, but to 
leave it to the operators or workmen:" Ob -r•tJ.ew o€ oilS€ p.~v ll.ctcwv-ras, 
~"X"'P~<TW ~· ip-ycl.-rvaw av~p&.rc "P~~cos Tij<T~. (CEuvres d'Hippocra te, vol. 
iv. p. 630, ed. Littre). M. Littre (p. 6r7) contests this explanation, 1 emark
ing that the various Hippokratic treatises represent the la-rpos as per. orming 
all sorts of operations, even such as require violent and mechanical <lealing. 
But the words of the oath are so explicit, that it seems more reasor able to , 
assign to the oath itself a later date than the treatises, when the h \bits of 
practitioners may have changed. 
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Demokedes was numbered among· his. slaves and chattels, and 
sent up to Susa. • 

He had not been long at that capital, when Darius, leaping 
from his horse in the chase, sprained his foot badly, and was 
carried home in violent pain. The Egyptian surgeons, supposed 
to be the first men in their profession,1 whop. he habitually 
employed, did him no good, but only aggravated his torture. 
For seven days and nights he had no sleep, and he as well a"s 
those around him began to despair. At length, some one;who 
had been at Sardis accidentally recollected that he had heard 
of a Greek ~urgeon among the slaves of Orretes. Search was 
immediately made, and the miserable slave was brought, in 
chains as well as in rags, 2 into the presence of the royal 
sufferer. Being asked whether he understood surgery, he 
affected ignorance; but Darius, suspecting this to be a mere 
artifice, ordered out the scourge and the pricking instrument to 
overcome it. Demokedes now saw that there was no resource, 
admitted that he had acquired some little s~ill, and was called 
upon to do his utmost in the case before him. He was fortu
nate enough to succeed perfectly, in . alleviating the pain, in 
procuring sleep for the exhausted patient, and ultimately in 
restoring the foot to a sound state. Darius, who had abandoned 
ali hopes of such a cure, knew no bounds to his gratitude. 
As a first reward, he presented him with two sets of chains in 
solid gold-a commemoration of the state in which Demokedes· 
had first come before him. He next sent him into the harem 
to visit his wives. The conducting eunuchs introduced him 
as the man who had restored the king to life, upon which the 
grateful sultanas each gave to him a saucer full of golden coins 
called staters; 8 in all so numerous, that the slave Ski tOn who 
followed him was enriched by merely picking up the pieces 
which dropped on the floor. This was not all. Darius gave 
him a splendid house and furniture, made him the companion 
of his table, and showed him every description of favour. He 
was about to crucify the Egyptian surgeons who had been so 
unsuccessful in their attempts to cure him. But Demokedes 

1 About the Persian habit of sending to Egypt for surgeons, compare 
Herodot. iii. I. 

2 Herodot iii. 129. 'TOV a€ (~s ~~·vpov ~~~ 'TOtlfl 'Opo['rE"' &vapo. ... &aot(fl 81COll 
li~ &7r')p.EA.>)p.~vov, 1rapiJ-yov ~s p.Jlfov 1rJoas TE gA.ICOVTa Kal p&.ICEtftv ~tf8')p.~vov. · 

8 Herodot. iii. 130. The golden stater was equal to about £r Is. 3d. 
English money (Hussey, Ancient Weights, vii. 3, p. 103). 

The ladies in a Persian harem appear to have been less unapproachable 
and invisible than those in modern Turkey ; in spite of the observation of 
Plutarch, Artaxerx~s, c. 27. 
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had the happiness of preserving their lives, as well as of 
rescuing an unfortunate companion of his imprisonment-an 
Eleian prophet, who had followed the fortunes of P•)lykrates. 

But there was one favour which Darius wot ld on no 
account grant; yet upon this one Demokedes :1ad set his 
heart-the liberty of returning to Greece. At lengl h accident, 
combined with his own surgical skill, enabled hirr. to escape 
from the splendour of his second detention, as it had before 
extricated him from the misery of the first. A tumour 
formed upon the breast of Atossa : at first she s.tid nothing 
to any ' one, but it became too bad for concea~ment, and, 
she was forced to consult Demokedes. He promised to cure 
her, but required from her a solemn oath that she would 
afterwards do for him anything which he should ask
pledging himself at the same time to ask nothinL indecent.! 
The cure was successful, and Atossa was required to repay it 
by procuring his liberty. Knowing that the favotr would be 
refused, even to her, if directly solicited, he ta·1ght her a 
stratagem for obtaining under false pretences the consent of 
Darius. She took an early opportunity (Herodot'lS tells us, 2 

in bed) of reminding Darius that the Persians expected from 
him some positive addition to the power and splerdour of the 
empire; and when Darius, in answer, acquainted her that he 
contemplated a speedy expedition against the Sc:rthians, she 
entreated him to postpone it and to turn his forces first against 
Greece-" I have heard (she said) about the maidens of Sparta, 
Athens, Argos and Corinth, and I want to have scme of them 
as slaves to serve me-( we may conceive the smilt~ of triumph 
with which the sons of those who had conquered at Platrea and 
Salamis would hear this part of the history read by Herodotus) 
-you have near you the best person possible to give informa
tion about Greece-that Greek who cured your foot." Darius 
was induced by this request to send some confidential Persians 
into Greece to procure information, along with Demokedes. 
Selecting fifteen of them, he ordered them to surw y the coasts 
and cities of Greece, under guidance of Demokedes, but with 
peremptory orders upon no account to let him t·scape or to 
return without him. He next sent for Demokedes himself, 

1 Herodot. iii. 133· lie-h<F€11'8at li€ ovlievhs 'f'WV 3<Fa ~s al<FXVV1>V ~<F'f'l cpepovra. 
Another Greek physician at the court of Susa, a bout sevenl y years afterwards 
-Apollonid@s of K6s-in attendance on a Persian princess, did not impose 
upon himself the same restraint: his intrigue was divulged, :md he was put 
to death miserably (Kt@sias, Persica, c. 42). 

2 Herodot. iii. 134· 
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explained to him what he wanted, and enjoined him impera
tively to return as soon as the business had been completed. 
He further desired him to carry away all the ample donations 
which he had already received, as presents to his father and 
brothers, promising that on his return fresh donations of equal 
value should make up the loss. Lastly, he directed that a 
store-ship, "filled with all manner of good things," should 
accompany the voyage. Demokedes undertook the mission 
with every appearan<>e of sincerity. The better to play his 
part, he declined to take away what he already possessed at 
Susa-saying, that he should like to find his property and 
furniture again on coming back, and that the store-ship alone, 
with its contents, would be sufficient both for the voyage and 
for all necessary presents: 

Accordingly he and the fifteen Persian envoys 'went down to 
Sidon in Phenicia, where two armed triremes were equipped, 
with a large store-ship in company. The voyage of survey into 
Greece was commenced. They visited and examined all the 
principal places in Greece-probably beginning with the 
Asiatic and insular Greeks, crossing to Eubcea, cin::umnavi

.gating Attica and Peloponnesus, then passing to Korkyra and 
Italy. They surveyed the coasts and cities, taking memoranda1 

of everything worthy of note which they saw. Such a .PeriplO.s, 
if it had been preserved, would have been inestimable, as an 
account of the actual· state of the Grecian world.about 518 B.C. 

As soon as they arrived at Tarentum, Demoked@s-now within 
a short distance of his own home, Kroton-found an oppor
tunity of executing what he had meditated from the beginning. 
At his request, Aristophilides the king of Tarentum seized the 
fifteen Persians and detained them as spies, at the same time 
taking the rudders from off their ships-while Demokedes 
himself made his escape to Kroton. As soon as he had arrived 
there, Aristophilides released the Persians ; wh~, pursuing their 
voyage, went on to Kroton, found Demokedes in the m~rket
place, and laid hands upon him. But his fellow-citizens 
rescued him, not without opposition from some who were 
afraid of provoking the Great King-and in spite of remon
strances, energetic and menacing, from the Persians themselves. 
Indeed the Krotoniates riot only protected the restored exile, 
but even robbed the Persians of their store-ship. The latter, 
disabled from proceeding farther as well by this loss as by the 
secession of Demokedes, commenced their voyage homeward, ' 

1 Herodot. iii. r36. 1rporrlaxovns 6o ai,.rfis Tfx 1rapallaA.d.rrrr•a lilTJ~rravTo 
""l l1.1reypcl.tpono. 
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but unfortunately suffered shipwreck near the Iapygian cape 
and became slaves in that neighbourhood. A Tarentine exile, 
named Gillus, ransomed them and carried them up tc Susa-a 
service for which Darius promised him any recompt nse that 
he chose. Restoration to his native city was all th.tt Gillus 
asked; and that too; not by force, but by the mediation of the 
Asiatic Greeks of Knidus, who were on terms of intimate 
alliance with the Tarentines. This generous citizen-an 
honourable contrast to Demokedes, who had not scrupled to 
impel the stream of Persian conquest against his cot ntry, in 
order to procure his own release-was unfortunate!~' disap
pointed of his anticipated recompense. For· thotgh the 
Knidians, at the injunction of Darius, employed all their 
influence at Tarentum to procure a revocation of the s<mtence 
of exile, they were unable to succeed, and force was ou . of the 
question.1 The last words addressed by Demokedes at parting 
to his Persian companions, exhorted them to acquaint Darius 
that he (Demokedes) was about to marry the daughter of the 
Krotoniate Milo-one of the first men in Kroton as well as the 
greatest wrestler of his time. The reputation of Milo w< s very 
great with Darius-probably from the talk of Demokedes 
himself: moreover gigantic muscular force could be appreciated 
by men who had no relish either for Homer or Solon. And 
thus did this clever and vain-glorious Greek, sending ba.;k his 
fifteen Persian companions to disgrace and perhaps to death, 
deposit in their parting ears a braggart message calculal ed to 
create for himself a factitious name . at Susa. He paid a 
large sum to Milo as the price of his daughter, for this very 
purpose.2 

Thus finishes the history of Demokedes, and of the " first 
Persians (to use the phrase of Herodotus) who ever came over 
from Asia into Greece." 3 It is a history well-deservin~ of 
attention, even looking only to the liveliness of the incid ;nts, 
introducing us as they do into the full movement of the ancient 
world-incidents which I see no reason for doubting, wi:h a 
reasonable allowance for the dramatic amplification of the 
historian. Even at that early date, Greek medical intelligtmce 
stands out in a surpassing manner, and Demokedes is the first· 
of those many able Greek surgeons who were seized, carriec Uf 

1 Herodot. iii. 137, 138. 
2 Herodot. iii. 137. tcaTa o~ TOVTO p.o< cnrevuat ootclet Tlw -ycl.p.ov TO ITov 

TEAEITC1.S xpf!p.aTa p.e-yal\a A'I)JI.OtcfiO'I)S, 1vu. cpavjj 1rpos Aapelou ~wv teal t' Tjj . 
~WVTOV OOICLJI.OS. 

B Herodot. iii. I 38. 
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:o Susa, 1 and there detained for the Great King, his court, and 
1arem. . 

But his history suggests in another point of view far more 
>erious reflections. Like the Miles ian Histiceus (of whom 
[ shall speak hereafter), he cared not what amount of risk he 
orought upon his country in order to procure his·own escape 
from a splendid detention at Susa. Now the influence which 
be originated was on the point of precipitating upon Greece 
the whole force of the Persian empire, at a time when Greece 
1vas in no' condition ' to resist it. Had the first aggressive 
~xpedition qf Darius, with his own personal command ·arid 
fresh appetite for conquest, been directed against . Greece 
instead of against Scythia (between sr6-SI4 B.c.), Grecian 
independence would have perished almost infallibly. For 
Athens was then still governed by the Peisistratids. What she 
was under them, we have had occasion to notice in a former 
:hapter. She had then no courage for energetic self-defence, 
:md probably Hippias himself, far from offering resistance, 
would have found it advantageous to accept Persian dominion 
:ts a means of strengthening his own rule; like the Ionian 
:iespots. Moreover Grecian habit of co-operation· was then 
only just commencing. But fortunately the Persian invader 
iid not touch the shore of Greece until more than twenty years 
tfterwards, in 490 B.C. ; and during that precious interval, the · 
1\.thenian character had· undergone the memorable revolution 
which has been before described. Their energy and their 
)rganisation had been alike improved, and their force· of 
·esistance had become decupled ; besides which, their conduct 
1ad so provoked the Persian that resistance was theri a matter 
)f necessity,with them, and submission on toler~ble terms an 
mpossibility. When we come to the grand Persian invasion 
)f Greece, we shall see that Athens was the life .and soul of all 
he opposition offered. we shall see further, that with all the 
~fforts of Athens, the success of the defence was more than 
mce doubtful; and would have been convertedjnto· a very 
iifferent result, if Xerxes had listened to the best of his own 
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ounsellors. But had Darius-at the head of the very sar:ntl 
Jrce which he conducted into Scythia, or even an infer~or 
Jrce-landed at Marathon in 514 B.c., instead of sendin~ 
)atis in 490 B.c., he would have found no men like the victclr' 
,f Marathon to meet him. As far as we can appreciate th< 
>robabilities, he would have met with little resistance excf!P 
rom the Spartans singly, who would have maintained th~il 
~wn very defensible territory against all his efforts, like tht 
il:ysians and Pisidians in Asia Minor, or like the Mainots o: 
,aconia in later days; but Hellas generally would have becornt: 
Persian satrapy. Fortunately, Darius, while be:o,t on invadiD€ 

orne country, had set his mind on the attack of Scythia, alikE 
>erilous and unprofitable. His personal ardour was wasted <Jr 
ilose unconquerable regions, where he narrowly escaped tlu· 
.isastrous fate of Cyrus-nor did he ever pay a second visit tc 
he coasts of the .iEgean. Yet the amorous influences ot 
l.tossa, set at work by Demokedes, might well have be~n 
ufficiently powerful to induce Darius to assail Greece inste~<
f Scythia-a choice in favour of which all other recommenda
ions concurred; and the history of free Greece would th~n 
>robably have stopped at this point, without unrolling any of 
ile glories which followed. So incalculably great has been tlle 
1fiuence of Grecian development, during the two centuries 
'etween 500-300 B.c., on the destinies of mankind, that ,ve 
annot pass without notice a contingency which threatened 
) arrest that development in the bud. Indeed it may pe 
~marked that the history of any nation, considered as a 
equence of causes and effects affording applicable knowledge, 
equires us to study not merely real !!vents, but also imminent 
ontingencies-events which were on the point of occurring, 
>Ut yet did not occur. When we read the wailings of Atoss-
1 the Persre of .iEschylus, for the humiliation which her sO 
[erxes had just undergone in his flight from Greece, 1 we 0' 
.ot easily persuade ourselves to reverse the picture, and '' 
onceive the same Atossa twenty years earlier, numbering ~ 
er slaves at Susa the noblest Herakleid and Alkmreont 
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That insane expedition across the ,Danube into Scythia 

comes now to be recounted. · It was undertaken by Darius for 
·the purpose of avenging the inroad and devastation of the 
Scythians in Media and Upper Asia, about a century before. 
The lust of conquest imparted unusual force to this sentiment 
of wounded dignity, which in the case of the Scythians could 
hardly be connected with. any expectation of plunder or profit. 
In spite of the dissuading admonition of his brother Artabanus, 1 

Darius summoned the whole force of his empire, army and 
navy, to tHe Thracian Bosphorus~a force not less than.7oo,ooo 
horse and foot, and ,6oo ships, according to Herodotus. On 
these prodigious numbers we 'can lay no stress. But it appears 
that the names of all the various nations ,composing the host 
were inscribed on two pillars, erected by order of Darius on the 
European side of the Bosphorus, and afterwards seen by 
Herodotus himself in the city of Byzantium-the)nscriptions 

· were bilingual, in Assyrian characters as well as !]reek. The 
::Samian architect Mandrokles had been ldirected' to, throw a 
bridge of boats across the Bosphorus, about half-way between 
Byzantium and the mouth of the Euxine. So peremptqry were 
the Persian kings that their orders for military servke should 
be punctually obeyed, and so impatient were they '!:!f the idea 

1 Herodot. iv. I, 83.. There is nothing to mark the precise year of the 
Scythian expedition ; but as the accession of Darius is fixed to 521 B.c., 
and a,s the expedition is connected with the early part of his reign, we may 
conceive him to have entered upon it as soon as his hands were free; that 
is, as soon as he had put down the revolted satraps and provinces, Orcetes, 
the Medes, Babylonians, &c. Five years seems a reasonable time to allow 
for these necessities of the empire, which would bring the Scythian expedi
tion to 516-5I5 B.c. There is reason for supposing it to have been before 
514 B.C., for in that year Hipparchus was slain at Athens, and Hippias the 
surviving brother, looking out for securities and alliances abroad, gave his 
daughter in marriage to 1Eantides son of Hippoklus despot of Lampsakus, 

·"perceiving that Hippoklus and his son had great influence with Darius" 
.(Thucyd. vi. 59). Now Hippoklus could not well have acquired this 
•influence before th~. Scythian expedition ; for Darius came down then for, 
·the first time·to the western sea: Hippoklus served upon that expedition 
· (Herodot. iv. 138), and it was probably then that his favour was acquired, 
and further confirmed during the time that Darius stayed at Sardis after his 
return from Scythia. , · . 

Professor Schultz (Beitrage 'zu genaueren Zeit-bestimmungen der Hellen. 
Geschicht. von der ·63n bis zur izn Olympiade, p. 168, in the Kieler Philolog. 
Studien) places the'expedition i'•15I3CB.C.; but I think a year or two earlier 
is mo~e .probable. l:a~ch1!~·· Wesseling, and Bahr (ad Herodot. iv. 145) 
blace 1t m 508 B.c., wh•ch 1slater than the truth; indeed Larcher-himself 
,laces the red~ction of Lemnos and Imbros,by 'Otan~s in 5II B.c., though 
1at event dec1dedly call!e _after the Scythian expeditiOn (Herodot. v. 27; 
>archer, Table Chronolog1que, Trad. d'I-Ierodot. t. vii. p. 633-635), 
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of exemptions, that when a Persian father named CEobazus 
entreated that one of his three sons, all included in the 
conscription, might be left at home, Darius replied that all 
three of them should be left at home-an answer which the 
unsuspecting father heard with delight. They were indeed all 
left at home-for they were all put to death.! A proceeding 
similar to this is ascribed afterwards to Xerxes; 2 whether 
true or not as matters of fact, they illustrate the wrathful dis
pleasure with which the Persian kings were known to receive 
such petitions for exemption. 

The naval force of Darius seems to have consisted entirely 
of subject Greeks, Asiatic and insular ; for the Phenician fleet 
was not brought into the JEgean until the subsequent Ionic 
revolt. At this time all or most of the Asiatic Greek cities 
were under despots, who leaned on the Persian government for 1 
support, and who appeared with their respective contingents 
to take part in the Scythian expedition. 3 Of Ionic Greeks 
were seen-Strattis, despot of Chios ; JEakes son of Syloson, 
despot of Samos ; Laodamas, of PhOkrea; and Histireus, of 
Miletus. From the .A<:olic towns, Aristagoras of Kyme; from the 
Hellespontine Greeks, Daphnis of Abydus, Hippoklus of Lam
psakus, Herophantus of Parium, Metrodorus of Prokonnesus, 
Aristagoras of Kyzikus, and Miltiades of the Thacian Cher
sonese-all these are mentioned, and there were probably 
more. This large fleet, assembled at the Bosphorus, was sent for
ward into the Euxine to the mouth of the Danube-with orders 
to sail up the river two days' journey, above the point where its 
channel begins to divide, and to throw a bridge of boats over 
it. Darius, having liberally recompensed the architect Man
drokles, crossed the bridge over the Bosphorus, and began his 
march through Thrace, receiving the submission of various 
Thracian tribes in his way, and subduing others-especially the 
Getre north of Mount Hremus, who were compelled to increase 
still further the numbers of his vast army.4 On arriving at the 
Danube, he found the bridge finished and prepared for his passage 
by the Ionians. We may remark, here as on so many other 
occasions, that all operations requiring intelligence are per- . 
formed for the Persians either by Greeks or by Phenicia: · 
-more usually by the former. He crossed this greates 
of all earthly rivers 5-for so the Danube was imagine< 

1 Herodot. iv. 84. a Herodot. vii. 39· 
8 Herodot. iv. 97, 137, 138. 4 Herodot. iv. 89-93. 
6 Herodot. iv. 48-50. 'IuTpos-p.e"fUTTos 1fOTap.wv 'll'.!vTwv Twv 

fOp.ev, &c. 
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to be in the fifth century B.c.-and directed his march into 

' Scythia. · 
__ As far as the point now attained, our narrative runs smoothly 
and intelligibly: we know that Darius marched his army into 

· Scythia, and that he came back with ignominy and severe loss. 
But as to all which happened between his crossing and recrossing 
the Danube, we find nothing approaching to authentic state
ment, nor even what we can set forth as the ,probable basis of 
truth on which exaggerating fancy has been at work-all is 
inexplicable mystery. Ktesias indeed says that Darius marched 
for fifteen days into the Scythian territory-that he then ex
changed bows with the king' of Scythia and discovered the 

· Scythian bow to be the largest-and that being intimidated 
) by such discovery, he fled back to the bridge by which he had 
-:crossed the Danube, and recrossed the river with the loss of 
. one-tenth part of his army,! being compelled to break down the 
· bridge before all had passed. The length of march is here 
. the only thing distinctly stated; about the directi9n nothing is 
; said ; but the narrative of Ktesias, defective as it is, is much less 
· perplexing than that of Herodotus, who conducts the immense 

host of Darius as it were through fairyland-heedless of distance, 
large intervening rivers, w,ant of all cultivation or supplies, 
destruction of.the country (in so far as it could be destroyed) 
by the retreating Scythians, &c. He tells us that the Persian 
army consisted chiefly of foot-that there were no roads nor 
agriculture; yet his narrative carries it over about twelve 
degrees oflongitude from the Danube to the country east of the 
Tanais, across the rivers Tyras (Dniester), Hypanis (Bog), Bory
sthenes (Dnieper), Hypakyris, Gerrhos, and Tanais.2 How 

1 Ktesias, Persica, c. 17. Justin (ii. s-compare also xxxviii. 7) seems 
to follow the narrative of Ktesias . 

.IEschylus (Peme, 864}, who presents the deceased Darius as a glorious 
contrast with the living Xerxes, talks of the splendid conquests which he 
made by means of others-" without crossing the Halys himself, nor leaving 
his home." We are led to suppose, by the language which .IEschylus puts 
into.the mouth of the Eid6Jon of Darius (v. 72G-745), that he had forgotten 
the bridge thrown across the Bosphorus by order of Darius ; for the latter 
is made to condemn severely the impious insolence of Xerxes in bridging 
'>V~r the Hellespont . 

. Herodot. iv. I 36. li.'TE llt 'TOU nepO'IICOU 7r0AAOV iOV'TOS 7r<(ov O''Tpa.Tov, 
Kal TO.s JOoVs olnt ~7rtO'Tap.fvov, £uTe oV T€Tf.1.1Jp.fvwv Tiiw tSOWv, Toii OE ~uv8"coi.i 
t,-,-oT<OJ, ~<a.l Tet O"VV'Tol-'a. Tijs boou .17riO''Ta.l-'€vou, &c. Compare c. 128. ' 

The number and size of the rivers are mentioned by Herodotus as the 
principal wonder of Scythia, c. 82-E>OJui-'dO"•a ll~ ~ XWP1J a6T11 ovK tx .. , X"'pls 
'li g.,., 'TrO'Ta!-'OVS 'TE 7r0AArp 1-'•"'J'iO''TOVS Kal ap•O,.,.ov 7rAEl0'7'0VS, &c. He ranks 
the Borysthenl!s as the largest of all rivers except the Nile and the Danube 

.,,(c. 53). The Hypanis also (Bog) is 'II'OTal-'os iv bA("'J'OIO'I Jl.f"'J'as _(c. 52). 
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these rivers could have been passed in the face of enemies by 
so vast a host, we are left to conjecture, since it was not 
winter-time to convert them into ice: nor does the historian 
even allude to them as having been crossed either in the 
advance or in the retreat. \Vhat is not less remarkable, is, 
that in respect to the Greek settlement of Olbia or Borysthenes, 
and the agricultural Scythians and Mix-hellenes between the 
Hypanis and the Borysthenes, across whose country it would 
seem that this march of Darius must have carried him
Herodotus does not say anything; though we should have 
expected that he would have had better means of informing 
himself about this part of the march than about any other, and 
though the Persians could hardly have failed to plunder or put 
in requisition this, the only productive portion of Scythia. 

The narrative of Herodotus in regard to the Persian march 
north of the Ister seems indeed destitute of all the conditions 
of reality. It is rather an imaginative description, illustrating 
the desperate and impracticable character of Scythian warfare, 
and grouping in the same picture, according to that large 
sweep of the imagination which is admissible in epical treat
ment, the Scythians with all their barbarous neighbours from 
the Carpathian mountains to the river W olga. The Agathyrsi, 
the Neuri, the Androphagi, the Melanchlreni, the, Budini, the 
Geloni, the Sarmatians, and the Tauri-all of them bordering 
on that vast quadrangular area of 4000 stadia for each side, 
called Scythia, as Herodotus conceives it 1-are brought intc 
deliberation and action in consequence of the Persian approach 
And Herodotus takes that opportunity of communicatin:~ 
valuable particulars respecting the habits and manners of ead. 
The kings of these nations discuss whether Darius is justified 
in his invasion, and whether it be prudent in them to aid the 
Scythians. The latter question is decided in the affirmati1e 
by the Sannatians, the Budini, and the Geloni, all eastward of 
the Tanais 2-in the negative by the rest. The Scythia:1s, 
removing their waggons with their wives and children out of 
the way northward, retreat and draw Darius after them from 
the Danube all across Scythia and Sarmatia to the north
eastern extremity of the territory of the Budini,s several d1ys' 
journey eastward of the Tanais. Moreover they destroy the 
wells and ruin the herb'age as much as they can, so that dning 

But he appears to forget the existence of these rivers when he is 
describing the Persian march. 

1 Herodot. iv. 101. ~ Herodot. iv, p81 II9· 
B Herodot. iv. I2Q--I22, 
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all this long march (says Herodotus) the Persians "found 
nothing to damage, inasmuch as the country was barren." We 
can hardly understand therefore what they found to live upon. 
It is in the territory of the Budin~ at this easternmost terminus 
on the borders of th~ desert, that the Persians perform the 
only positive acts which are ascribed to them throughout the 
whole expedition. They burn the wooden wall before occupied, 
but now deserted, by the Geloni; and they build, or begin to 
build, eight large fortresses near the river Oarus. For what 
purposes these fortresses could have been intended Herodotus 
gives no intimation; but he says that the unfinished work was 
yet to be seen even in his day.1 

Having thus been carried all across Scythia and the other 
territories above mentioned in a north-easterly direction, Darius 
and his army are next marched back a prodigious distance 
in a north-westerly direction, through the territories of the 
Melanchheni, the Androphagi, and the Neuri, all of whom flee 
affrighted into the northern desert, having been thus compelled 
against their will to share in the consequences of the war. 
The Agathyrsi peremptorily require the Scythians to abstain 
from drawing the Persians into thez'r territory on pain of being 
themselves treated as enemies.2 Accordingly the Scythians, 
avoiding the boundaries of the Agathyrsi, direct their retreat 
in such a matmer as to draw the Persians again southward 
into Scythia. During all this long march backwards and 
forwards, there are partial skirmishes and combats of horse, 
but the Scythians steadily refuse any general engagement. 
And though Darius challenges them formally by means of a 
herald, with taunts of cowardice, the Scythian king Idanthyrsus 
not only refuses battle, but explains and defends his policy, 
and defies the Persian to come and destroy the tombs of their 
fathers-it will then (he adds) be seen whether the Scythians 
are cowards or not.3 The difficulties'of Darius have bythis 

1 Herodot. iv. !23. d0<TOJI p.ev ah xp6vov ol nep<Ta.t 1fiua.v a.a Ti)s ::St<v9tt<ils 
teal 'T1js ~a.vpop.d-rt8os xC:,p"'}s, ol 8~ elxov oVOEv (fLV,EU'8a.t, lJ.T·e 'T~S xc1Jp71S Eo{UT1]S 
xepuov· ~'Ire( TE 3€ ts Thv 'TWJI Bovo[vwv xdwrw ~rdf!a.A.ov, &c. See Rennell, 
Geograph. System ofHerqdotus, p. II4, about the Oarus. · 

The erections, whatever they were, which were supposed to mark the 
extreme point of the march of Darius, may be compared to those· evidences 
of the extreme advance of Dionysus, which the Macedonian army saw on 
the north of the Jaxart~s-"Liberi patris terminos." Quintus Curtius, vii. 
g, 15 (vii. 37, r6, Zumpt). 

2 Hei·odot. iv. 125. Hekatreus ranks· the Melanchlreni as a Scythian 
levos (Hekat. Fragment. 154, ed. JC!ausen) : he also .mentions several 
other subdivisions of Scythiaus, who cannot be further authenticated 

. (Fragm. 155-160). · 8 Herodot. iv. 126, 127. 
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time become serious, when Idanthyrsus sends to him th 
menacing presents of a bird, a mouse, a frog, and five arrows. 
the Persians are obliged to commence a rapid retreat towards 
the Danube, leaving, in order to check and slacken the 
Scythian pursuit, the least effective and the sick part of thei 
army encamped, together with the asses which had beer 
brought with them-animals unknown to the Scythians, anc 
causing great alarm by their braying.! However, notwithstand, 
ing some delay thus caused, as well as the anxi9us haste o ' 
Darius to reach the Danube, the Scythians, far more rapid ir 
their movements, arrive at the river before him., and oper. 
a negotiation with the Ionians left in guard of the bridge, 
urging them to break it down and leave the Persian king to 
his fate--inevitable destruction with his whole army.2 

Here we re-enter the world of reality, at the north bank Oi , 

the Danube, the place where we before quitted it. All that is 
reported to have passed in the interval, if tried by the tests of 
historical matter of fact, can be received as nothing better than 
a perplexing dream. It only acquires value when we consider 
it as an illustrative fiction, including, doubtless, some unknown 
matter of fact, but framed chiefly to exhibit in action those 
unattackable Nomads who formed the north-eastern barbarous 
world of a Greek, and with whose manners Herodotus wa~ 
profoundly struck. "The Scythians 3 (says he), in regard tc 
one of the greatest of human matters, have struck out a plau 
cleverer than any that I know. In other respects I do not 
admire them; but they have contrived this great object, that 
no invader of their country shall ever escape out of it, or shaJ 
ever be able to find out and overtake them, unless thEy 
themselves choose. For when men have neither walls nr>r 

1 Herodot. iv. I28-Ij2. The bird, the mouse, the frog, and the arro\\ s, 
are explained to mean: Unless you take to the air like a bird, to the ea1 th 
like a mouse, or to the water like a frog, you will become the victim of 
the Scythian arrows. 

a Herodot. i1•. 133. 
3 Herodot. iv. 46. T,P ~t ~Kv6m:,P "fEVEi ~v f'tV 'TO iJ.E"fUT'TOV 'TOIV av6pw7r7/:wv 

7Tp7/"f/J.rJ.'TwV 0'0</>W'Ta'Ta 1rci.V'TWV ~~o0p7/Tat, 'TWV T,f'EtS t'op.ev· 'TQ. f'EV'TOI lfA.A.a obK 
lf')'apat. TO B£ p.E'Yut-rov oV-rw qcpt lt.ve{,p71T«t, {/;(]'TE &7ro¢v"(letv -re p:qllva. 
~7r•A.66vTa l1rl O'tpeas, !-'1tJ /3ovll.of'tVovs TE l~<vp<O~vat, KaTall.a/3i!v !-'1tJ oT&' TE 

<lvat. TotrTI "fO.p /J.~'TE l.f.O'na f'~'T· 'T<ix•a if lKTtO'p.eva, aA.l\0. tp<peotiCOI U/TES 
1rdVTes, ~wlTt l7r1f'OTo~&-rat, (cfJowres p.~ tbr' &.p&-rov, ltAA' 6..1rO K'T'TIVECIJv, ol~e1} 1 ta:ra. 
~· 0'</>t if brl (<ryewv, KWS obK &v etwrav oihot lff'axo£ T< Kal lf,ropot 
7rpOO'f'£rT"fEIV! 

'E~<Op7/'Tat 54 0'</>t TavTa, 'T~S 'T< ')'~S loVO''fJS l11"t'T7/3E7/S, Kal 'TWV 7rOUf'WV 
- i&vTwv 0'</>t O'Vf'f'd.xwv, &c. 

Compare this with the oration of the Scythian envoys to Alexand€ r tl 
Great, as it stands in Quintus Curtius, vii. 8, 22 (vii. 35, 22, Zumpt). 
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established cities, but are all house-carriers and horse-bowmen 
-living, not from the plough, but from cattle, and having 
their dwellings on waggons-how can they be otherwise than 
unattackable and impracticable to meddle with?" The pro
tracted and unavailing chase ascribed to Darius-who can 
neither overtake his game nor use his arms, and who hardly 
even escapes in safety-embodies in detail this formidable 
attribute of the. Scythian Nomads. That Darius actually 
marched into the country, there can be no doubt. Nothing 
else is certain, except his ignominious retreat out of it to the 
Danube; for of the many different guesses,1 by which critics 
have attempted to cut down the gigantic sketch of Herodotus 
into a march with definite limits and direction, not one rests 
upon any positive grounds. We can trace the pervading idea 
in the mind of the historian, but cannot find out what were his 
substantive data, 

The adventures which took place at the passage of that 
river, both on the out-march and the home-march, wherein 
the Ionians are concerned, are far more within the limits of 
history. Here Herodotus possessed better means of information, 
and had less of a dominant idea to illustrate. That which 
passed between Darius and the Ionians· on his first crossing is 
very curious: I have reserved it until the present moment, 
because it is particularly connected with the incidents which 
happened on his return. 

On reaching the Danube from Thrace, he found the bridge 
1 The statement of Strabo (vii. p. 305), which restricts the march of 

Darius to. the country between the Danube and the Tyras (Dniester), is 
justly pronounced by Niebuhr (Kleine Schriften, p. 372) to be a mere sup
position suggested by the probabilities of the case, because it could not be 
understood how his large army sh:mld cross even the Dniester: it is not to 
he treated as an affirmation resting upon any authority. "As Herodotus 
tells 'us what is impossible (adds Niebuhr), we know nothing at all 
historically respecting the expedition." 

So again the conjecture of Palmerius (Exercitationes ad Auctores Graecos, 
p. 21) carries on the march somewhat farther than the Dniester-to the 
Hypanis, or perhaps to the Borysthen~s. Rennell, Klaproth, and Reichard, 
are not afraid to extend the march on to the Wolga. Dr. Thirlwall stops 
within the Tanais, admitting however that no correct'historical account can 
be given of it. Eichwald supposes a long march up the Dniester into 
Volhynia and Lithuania. 

Compare Ukert, Skythien, p. 26; Dahlmann, Historische Forschungen, 
ii. p. r 59-164; Schaffarik, Slavische Alterthtimer, i. ro, 3, i. 13, 4-5 · 
and Mr. Kenrick, Remarks on the Life and Writings of Herodotus' 
prefixed to his Notes on the Second Book of Herodotus, p. xxi. Th~ 
latter is among those who cannot swim the Dniester: he says-" Probably 
the Dniester (Tyras) was the real limit of the expedition, and Bessarabia 
Moldavia, and the Bukovina, the scene of it." ' 
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of boats ready; and when the whole army had passed over, he 
ordered the Ionians to break it down, as well as to follow him 
in his land-march into Scythia,1 the ships being left with 
nothing but the rowers and seamen essential to navigate them 
homeward. His order was on the point of being executed, 
when, fortunately for him, the Mitylenrean general Koes 
ventured to call in question the prudence of it, having first 
asked whether it was the pleasure of the Persian king to listen 
to advice. Koes urged that the march on which they were 
proceeding might prove perilous, and retreat possibly unavoid
able; because the Scythians, though certain to be defeated if 
brought to action, might perhaps not suffer themselves to be 
approached or even discovered. As a precaution against all 
contingencies, it was prudent to leave the bridge standing and. 
watched by those who had constructed it. Far from being 
offended at the advice, Darius felt grateful for it, and desired 
that Koes would ask him after his return for a suitable reward 
-which we shall hereafter find granted. He then altered his 
resolution, took a cord, and tied sixty knots in it. "Take 
this cord (said he to the Ionians) : untie one of the knots in 
it each day after my advance from the Danube into Scythia. 
Remain here and guard the bridge until you shall have untied 
all the knots ; but if by that time I shall not have returned, 
then depart and sail home." 2 With such orders he began his 
march into the interior. This anecdote is interesting, not only 
as it discloses the simple expedients for numeration and 
counting of time then practised, but also as it illustrates the 
geographical ideas prevalent. Darius did not intend to come 
back over the Danube, but to march round the Mreotis, and 
to return into Persia on the easfern side of the Euxine. No 
other explanation can be given of his orders. At first, confident 
of success, he orders the bridge to be destroyed forthwith : he 
will beat the Scythians, march through their country, and 
re-enter Media from the eastern side of the Euxine : when he 
is reminded that possibly he may not be able to find the 
Scythians, and may be obliged to retreat, he still continues 
persuaded that this must happen within sixty days, if it 
happens at all; and that should he remain absent more than 
sixty days, such delay will be a convincing proof that he will 

1 Herodot. iv. 97·. l!!.apeios ii<~AEVCTE 'TOVS "lwvas 'T~V crxelilrw l\vcrav'TaS 
~1recr8cu J<a'T' ij1reopov ~wv'Trji, J<al "Tbv lt< .,.r;w ve&v CT'Tpa.,.6v. 

2 Herodot. iv. 98. ~v lle lv 'TOVT'f' Trji xp6V'f' 1-'~ 7rapJw, ltl\l\il. ll1Jl\8w<T 
Vp.iv al 7Jp.Jpa1. -rWv &p.;.uJ.-rruv, A1ro1rA.Jer€ ls *T~V Up.e'T~p1JV aVTifJJv• p.IXP' 0 
TOV'TOV, l'lr.C TE ol!Tw f.'ETJilo~e, <Pvl\J.crcreTe T~V crxeohw. 
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take the other road of return instead of repassing the Danube. 
The reader who looks at a map of the Euxine and its surround
ing territories may be startled at so extravagant a conception; 
but he should recollect that there was no map of the same or 
nearly the same accuracy before Herodotus, much less before 
the contemporaries of Darius. The ;idea of entering Media 
by the north from Scyth.ia and Sarmatia, over the Caucasus, 
is familiar to Herodotus in his sketch of the early·marches of 
the Scythians and Cimmerians: moreover, he tells us that after 
the expedition of Darius, there came some Scythian envoys 
to Sparta, proposing an offensive alliance against Persia, and 
offering on their part to march across the Phasis into Media 

. from the north, 1 while the Spartans were in vi tea to land on 
.. the shores of Asia Minor, and .advance across the country to 

meet them from the west. When we recollect that the Mace
donians and their leader, Alexander the Great, having arrived 
at the river Jaxartes, on the north of Sogdiana and on the east 
of the Sea of Aral, supposed that they had reached the Tanais 
and called the river by that name 2-we shall not be astonished 
at the erroneous· estimation of .distance implied in the plan 
conceived by Darius. 

The Ionians had. already remained in guard of the bridge 
beyond the sixty days commanded, without hearing anything of 
the Persian army, when they were surprised by the appearance, 
not of that army,· but of a body of Scythians; who acquainted 
them that Darius was in full retreat and in the greatest distress, 
and that his safety with the whole army depended upon that 
bridge. They endeavoured to prevail upon the Ioniarts, since 
the sixty days included in their order to. remain had now 
elapsed, to break the bridge and retire ; assuring them that 
if this were done, the destruction of the Persians was inevitable 
-of course the Ionians themselves would theri be free. At 
first the latter wer.e favourably disposed towards the proposition, 
which was warmly espoused by the Athenian Miltiades, despot 
or governor of the Thracian Chersonese.8 Had he prevailed, 
the victor of Marathon (for such we shall hereafter find him) 
would have thus infltcted a much more vital blow on Persia 
than even that celebrated action, and would have brought 

1 Herodot. vi. 84. Compare his account of the marches of the Cim
merians and of the Scythians into Asia Minor and Media respectively 
(Herodot. i. 103, 104, iv. 12). ·. . 

2 .Arrian, Exp. AI. iii. 1), 15 ; Plutarch, Alexand. c. 45; Quint. Curt. 
vii. 7, 4. vii. 8, 30 (vii. 29, 5, vii. 36, 7, Zumpt). 

3 Herodot. iv. 133, 136, 137· 
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upon Darius the disastrous fate of his predecesscr Cyrus. 
But the Ionian princes, though leaning at first tov.·ards his 
suggestion, were speedily converted by the representations of 
Histi<eus of Miletus, who reminded them that the maintenance 
of his own ascendency over the Milesians, and tha: of each 
despot in his respective city, was assured by means of Persian 
support alone-the feeling of the population being e' erywhere 
against them : consequently, the ruin of Darius woulc be their 
ruin also. This argument proved conclusive. It waf resolved 
to stay and maintain the bridge, but to pretend cc mpliance 
with the Scythians, and prevail upon them to depart, by affect
ing to destroy it. The northern portion of the 'blidge was 
accordingly destroyed, for the length of a bow-shc•t; while 
the Scythians departed, under the persuasion that they had 
succeeded in depriving their enemies of the means ot' crossing ' 
the river.! It appears that they missed the track of the 
retreating host, which was thus enabled, after th~ severest 
privation and suffering, to reach the Danube in safety. Arriving 
during the darkness of the night, Darius was at firs·, terrified 
to find the bridge no longer joining the northern bwk. An 
Egyptian herald, of stentorian powers of voice, was c rdered to 
call as loudly as possible the name of Histi<eus the :tllilesian. 
Answer being speedily made, the bridge was re-established, 
and the Persian army passed over before the Scythian:l returned 
to the spot.2 

There can be no doubt that the Ionians hen: lost an 
opportunity eminently favourable, such as never again returned, 
for emancipating themselves from the Persian dominion. 
Their despots, by whom the determination wc.s made, 
especially the Milesian Histi<eus, were not induced to preserve 
the bridge by any honourable reluctance to betray the trust 
reposed in them, but simply by selfish regard to thE mainten
ance of their own unpopular dominion. And we m1y remark 
that the real character of this impelling motive, as well as the 
deliberation accompanying it, may be assumed as refting upon 
very good evidence, since we are now arrived within the 
personal knowledge of the Milesian historian Hekat<eus, who 
took an active part in the Ionic revolt a few years < fterwards, 
and who may perhaps have been personally engagEd in this 
expedition. He will be found reviewing with pru<lence and 
sobriety the chances of that unfortunate revolt, and ,jistrusting 
its success from the beginning; while Histi<eus of N iletus will 
appear on the same occasion as the fomenter of it, in order to 

1 Herodot. iv. 137-139· 2 I-Ierodot. iv. qo-141. 
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procure his release from an honourable detention at Susa near 
the person of Darius. The selfishness of this despot, having 
deprived his countrymen of that real and favourable chance of 
emancipation which the destruction of the bridge would· have 
opened to them, threw them into revolt a few years afterwards 
against the entire and unembarrassed force of the Persian king 
and empire. 

Extricated from the perils of Scythian warfare, Darius 
marched southward from the Danube through Thrace to the 
Hellespont, where he crossed from Sestus into Asia. He left 
however a .considerable army in Europe, under the command 
of Megabazus, to accomplish the conquest of Thrace. 
Perinthus on the Propontis made a brave resistance,1 but was 

• at length subdued ; after which all the Thracian tribes, and all 
the Grecian colonies between the Hellespont and the Strymon, 
were forced to submit, giving earth and water, and becoming 
subject to tribute.2 Near the lower Strymon was· the Edonian 
town of Myrkinus, which Darius ordered to be made over to 
Histi<eus of Miletus ; for both this Milesian, and Koes of 
Mitylene, had been desired by the Persian king to name their 
own reward for their fidelity to him on the passage over the 
Danube.3 Koes requested that he might be constituted despot 
of Mitylene, which was accomplished by Persian authority; 
but Histi<eus solicited that the territory near Myrkinus might 
be given to him for the foundation of a 'colony. As soon as 
the Persian conquests extended thus far, the site in question 
was presented to Histi<eus, who entered actively upon his new 
scheme. We shall find the territory near Myrkinus eminent 

· hereafter as the site of Amphipolis; it offered great temptation 
to settlers, as fertile, well-wooded, convenient for maritime 
commerce, and near to auriferous and argentiferous mountains. 4 

It seems however that the Persian dominion in Thrace was 
disturbed by an invasion of the Scythians, who, in revenge for 
the aggression of Darius, overran the country as far as the 
Thracian Chersonese, and are ·even said to have sent envoys 
to Sparta, proposing a simultaneous invasion of Persia, from 
different sides, by Spartans . and Scythians. The Athenian 
Miltiades, who was despot or governor of the Chersonese, was 
forced to quit it for some time, and Herodotus ascribes· his 
retirement to. the incursion of these Nomads. But we may 
be permitted to suspect that the historian has misconceived the 
real cause of such retirement. Miltiades could not remain in 

1 Herodot. iv. 143, 144, v. I, 2. 
s Herodot. ·v. u.· 

2 Herodot. v. 2. 

' Herodot v. 23. 
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the Chersonese after he had incurred the deadly enmity of 
Darius by exhorting the Ionians to destroy the. bridge over 
the Danube.! 

1 Herodot. vi. 4o-84. That Miltiades could have remained in the Cher
sonese undisturbed, during the interval between the Scythian expedition of 
Darius and the Ionic revolt (when the Persians were complete masters of 
those regions, and when Otanes was punishing other towns in the neigh
bourhood for evasion of service under Darius), after he had declared so 
pointedly against the Persians on a matter of life and death to the king and 
army-appears to me, as it does to Dr. Thirlwall (History of Gr. vol. ii. 
App. ii. p. 486, ch. xiv. p. 226-249), eminently improbable. So forcibly 
does Dr. Thirlwall feel the difficulty, that he suspects the reP.orted conducf 
and exhortations of Miltiades at tl1e bridge over the Danube to have been:. 
falsehood, fabricated by Miltiades himself twenty years afterwards, for th: 
purpose of acquiring popularity at Athens during the time immediately I 
preceding the battle of Marathon. .,f. 

I cannot think this hypothesis admissible. It directly contradic .s · 
Herodotus on a matter of fact very conspicuous, and upon which goc d 
means of information seem to have been within his reach. I have alreac.y 
observed that the historian Hekatreus must have possessed personal kno·v
ledge of all the relations between the Ionians and Darius, and that he v< ry 
probably may· have been even present at the bridge: all the information 
given by Hekatreus upon these points would be open to the inquiries of 
Herodotus. The unbounded gratitude of Darius towards Histireus shews 
that some one or more of the Ionic despots present at the bridge must have 
powerfully enforced the expediency of breaking it down. That the m.me 
of the despot who stood forward as chief mover of this resolution sh!;uld 
have been forgotten and not mentioned at the time, is highly improba'Jle; 
yet such must have been the case, if a fabrication by Miltiades twenty years 
afterwards could successfully fill up the blank with his own name. The 
two most prominent matters talked of, after the retreat of DariuL, in 
reference to the bridge, would probably be the name of the leader who 
urged its destruction, and the name of Histireus who preserved it ; ir deed 
the mere fact of the mischievous influence exercised by the latter after\\ ards, 
would be pretty sure to keep these points of the case in full view. 

There are means of escaping from the difficulty of the case, I :hink, 
without contradicting Herodotus on any matter of fact important an•l con
spicuous, or indeed on any matter of fact whatever. We see by ,i. 40, 
that Miltiades did quit tlze Chersonese between the close of the Scythi<tn ex
pedition of Darius and the Ionic revolt; Herodotus indeed tells us t'1at he 
quitted it in consequence of an incursion of the Scythians. Now v•ithout 
denying the fact of such an incursion, we may well suppose the histc rian to 
have been mistaken in assigning it as the cause of the flight of Miltiades. 
The latter was prevented from living in the Chersonese continuously. during 
the interval between the Persian invasion of Scythia and the Ionic revolt, 
by fear of Persian enmity: it is not necessary for us to believe that, he was 
never there at all, but his residence there must have been interrur•ted and 
insecure. The chronological data in Herodot. vi. 40 are exceedhtgly ob
scure and perplexing; but it seems to me that the supposition which I 
suggest introduces a plausible coherence into the series of histori•·!al facts, 
with the slightest possible contradiction to our capital witness. 

The only achievement of Miltiades, between the affair on the Danube 
and his return to Athens shortly before the battle of Marathc•n, is the 
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The conquests of Megabazus did not stop at the western 

bank of the Strymon. He carried his arms across that river, 
conquering the Preonians, and reducing the Macedonians under 
Amyntas to tribute. A considerable number of the Preonians 
were transported across into Asia, by express order of Darius; 
whose fancy had been struck by seeing at Sardis a beautiful 
Preonian woman carrying a vessel on her head, leading a horse. 
to water, and spinning flax, all at the same time. This woman 
had been brought over (we are told) by her two brothers Pigres 
and Mantyes for the express purpose of arresting the attention 
of the Great King. They hoped by this means to be con
stituted despots of their countrymen; and we may presume 
that their scheme succeeded, for such part of the Preonians as 
Megabazus could subdue were conveyed across to Asia and 
planted in some villages in Phrygia. S1,1ch violent transporta
tions of inhabitants were in the genius of the Persian 
govemment.1 

From the Preonian lake Prasias, seven eminent Persians 
were sent as envoys into Macedonia, to whom Arnyntas readily 
gave the required token of submission, inviting them to a splendid 
banquet. When exhilarated with wine, they demanded to see 
the women of the regal family, who, being accordingly intro
duced, were rudely dealt with by the strangers : at length the 

:onquest of Lemnos; and that must have taken ,place evidently while the 
Persians were occupied by the Ionic revolt (between 502-494 B. c.). There 
is nothing in_his recorded deeds inconsistent with the belief, therefore, that 
between 515-502 B.C. he may not have resided in the Chersonese at all, or 
at least not for very long together: and the statement of Cornelius Nepos, 
that he quitted it immediately after the return from Scythia, from fear of 
the Persians, may be substantially true. Dr. Thirlwall observes (p. 487)
" As little would it appear that when the Scythians invaded the Chersonese, 
Miltiades was conscious of having endeavoured to render them an im
portant service. He flies before them, though he had been so secure while 
the Persian arms were in his neighbourhood." He has here put his finger 
on what I believe to be the error of Herodotus-the supposition that 
Miltiades fled from the Chersonese to avoid the Scythians, whereas he 
really left it to avoid the Persians. • . 

The story of Stqtbo (xiii. p. 591), that Darius caused the Greek cities on 
the Asiatic side of the Hellespont to be ·burnt down, in order to hinder 
them from affording means of transport to the Scythians into Asia, seems to 
me highly improbable. These towns appear in their ordinary condition, 
Abydus among them, at the time of the Ionic revolt a few years afterwards 
(~erodot. v. II7)- . 
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son of Amyntas, Alexander, resented the insult, and exacted 
for it a signal vengeance. Dismissing the women under pre
tence that they should return after a bath, he brought back 
in their place youths in female attire armed with daggers. 
Presently the Persians, proceeding to repeat their caresses, 
were all put to death. Their retinue, and the splendid. 
carriages and equipment which they had brought, disappeared 
at the same time, without any tidings reaching the Persian 
army. And when Bubares, another eminent Persian, was sent 
into Macedonia to institute researches, Alexander contrived to 
hush up the proceeding by large bribes, and by giving him his 
sister Gygrea in marriage.1 · 

Meanwhile Megabazus crossed over into Asia, carrying with 
him the Preonians from the river Strymon. Having become ' 
alarmed at the progress of Histireus with his new city of• 
Myrkinus, he communicated his apprehensions to Darius; who 
was prevailed upon to send for Histireus, retaining him about 
his person, and carrying him to Susa as counsellor and friend, 
with every mark of honour, but with the secret intention of 
never letting him revisit Asia Minor. The fears of the Persian 
general were probably not unreasonable; but this detention of 
Histireus at Susa became in the sequel an important event.2 

On departing for his capital, Darius nominated his brother 
Artaphernes satrap of Sardis, and Otanes general of the forces 
on the coast in place of Megabazus. The new general dealt 
very severely with various towns near the Propontis, on the 
ground that they had evaded their duty in the late Scythian 
expedition, and had even harassed the army of Darius in its 
retreat. He took Byzantium and Cbalkedon, as well as 
Antandrus in the Troad, and Lamponium. With the aid of a 
fleet from Lesbos, he achieved a new conquest-the islands of 
Lemnos and Imbros, at that time occupied by a Pelasgic 
population, seemingly without any Greek inhabitants at all. 
These Pelasgi were of cruel and piratical character, if we may 
judge by the tenor of the legends respecting them ; Lemnian 
misdeeds being cited as a proverbial expression for atrocities.s 

I Herodot. v. 20, 21. 2 Herodot. v. 23, 24. 
3 Herodot. vi. 138. .lEschyl. Choephor: 632: Stephan. Byz. v. A~,uvos. 
The mystic rites in honour of the Kabeiri at Lemnos and Imbr~s are par-

icularly noticed by Pherekydi!s (ap. Strabo. x. p. 472) : compare Photius, 
·, Kci.{3E<po<, and the remarkable description of the periodical Lemnian 
olemnity in Philostratus (Heroi. p. 740). 

The volcanic mountain Mosychlus, in the north-eastern n~ 
:land, was still burning in the fonrth ~·-··· 

··~ n·· 
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They .were distinguished also for ancient worship ofHephrestus, 
together with mystic rites in honou~ of the Kabeiri, and even 
human sacrifices to their Great Goddess. In their two cities 
- Hepha::stias on the east of the island and M yrina on the 
west-they held· out bravely agaiQ.st Otanes,, and did not 
submit until they had u~dergone long and severe hardship, 
Lykaretus, brother of that Mreandrius whom we have already 
noticed as despot of Samos, was named goyernor of Lemnos ; 
but he soon after died.~. It is probable that the P~lasgic popu
lation of the islands was greatly enfeebl~d during this struggle, 
and we even hear that their·king'Hermon voluntarily emigrated 
from fear of Darius:2 · .;, • ~ . 

Lemnos and Imbrbs ip.us' became. Persian possessions, held 
by a subordinate priii!:e. as tri~utary. A few years ~fter;wards 
their lot was again··.ch'ange,<l~they,·.passed into the hands of 
Athens, the Pelasgic .irrhabitarit~ were . expelled, and fresh 
AttJenian sett}ei:_s\;iritrod.uce·~· Jhey were ·COnquered by 
Miltiades from :tEe ,Thracian Chersonese; frorp. Elreus at the 
south of that penirisulac t.o Lemnos being'within one day's sail 
w:ith a nor.th wind ... The' Hebh~sti~ans abandoned, their city 
and evacuated the island with little resistance ; but the in
habitants of Myrina stood ·a_ s'iege,,s and, were not expelled 
without difficulty: .. bp~h·, o~ t~ein found abodes in Thrace, 
on and near the penmsula of~ Mount Athos. Both these 
islands, together with·that·ofS~:}'ros (whicll. was not taken until 
after the invasion 'of Xerxes), remained .~onnected with Athens 
in.a manner peculiarly intima\e. At the' peace of Antalkidas 
(387 .B:c. )-'-wnich, guaranteed universaL autonomy_ to every 
Grecian. city,' great and• snill;ll-they. w~e.re specially reserved, 
and considered• as united with f\thens;,4 ,The property in their 
soil was held·by'men'who, without losing their Athenian citizen
ship, . became Lemnian Kleruchs, . and. a~ such were classified 
apart among the·. military force of the sta~e.; while absence in 

Welcker's Dissertat~on (pie•JEschylis~het,'l.'rii.o~_ie; ·p. 248 feqq.) enlarg~s 
much upon th.e Lem~mn and Samothnfcran v;.orshrp. . . . 

1 Herodot. v. 26, ·27. . The twenty-seventH cl!apter.is extremely perplex
ing. As the text reads at presept, :we ought to make Lykar(!tus the subject 
of certain predications which y.et seem properly referable to Otan~s. We 
must consider the words rrom Ol JLEV lhi A~,uvwl'-'-down to 'TEii.EV'T~-as 
parenthetical. This is awkw.ard ;: but it seems the least difficulty in the 
case, and the commentators are driven to adopt it. · 

2 Zenob. Proyerb. iii. 85.· • . 
a Herodot. vi. 140. Charax ap. Stephan. Byz. v: 'H¢aurTiCJ.. 
4 Xenophon. Hellen. v. r, 31. ·Compare Plato, Menexenus, c. 17, p. 

45, where the words 7JJLi"'P"' lnrouclw doubtless mean Lemnos, Imbros, 
nd Skyros. • · · 
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Lemnos or Imbros seems to have been accepted as an excus( 
for delay before the courts of justice, so as to escape the 
penalties of contumacy or departure from the· country.1 It is 
probable that a considerable number of poor Athenian citizens 
were provided with lots of land in these islands, though we 
have no direct information .of the fact, and are even obliged to 
guess the precise time at which Miltiades made the conquest. 
Herodotus, according to his usual manner, connects the 
conquest with an ancient' oracle, and represents ·it as thE 
retribution for ancient legendary crime committed by certair. 
Pelasgi, who, many centuries before, had been expelled by th•: 
Athenians from Attica, and had retired to Lemnos. Full c f 
this legend, he tells' us nothing about the proximate causes c r 
circumstances of the conquest, which must probably have bee1 
accomplished by the ·efforts (}f.,Athens jointly with Miltiadi s' 
from the Chersonese,. during the period that the Persians were 
occupied in quelling the Ionic revolt, between so2...:.494 B.C.-

since it is hardly to be supposed that Miltiades would ha:•e . 
ventured thus to attack a Persian possession· 'during the time 
that the satraps had their hands free. :rhe acquisition w 1s 
probably facilitated by the fact, that the Pelasgic population of 
the islands had been weakened, as well by their former resist
ance to the Persian Otanes, as by some years passed under 1he 
deputy of a Persian satrap. • · 

In mentioning the conquest. of Lemnos by the Athenians 
and Miltiades, I have anticipated a little ·on the course of 
events, because that conquest-though coinciding in poin. of 
time with the Ionic· revolt (which will be recounted in the 
following chapter), ,and indirectly caused by it in so far r.s it 
occupied the attention 'of the Persians-:;-lies entirely apart f·om 

1 Thucyd. iv. 28, v. 8, vii.. 57 ; 'Phylarchus ap. Athenreum, vi. p. :l55 ; 
Demosthen. Philippic., I, .c. I2i p: I7, R.: compare the Inscription No. 
r686 in the collection of Boeckh, with his remarks, p. 297. 

About the stratagems resdrted to •before the -At-henian Dikastery tc pro
cure delay by pretended''absence in· LemnoS or Skyros, see Isreus, Cr. vi. 
p. 58 (p. So Bek.); Pollux, ~iii\ 7, 8r : Hesych. v. "I!J.{3pLos; Suid 1s, v. 
A'f/}J.Via 51K7/: compare also Carl'$.hode, Res Lemnicre, p. 50 (Wratislaw 
1829). ' .. \:, 1 • .• ;•, 

It seems as if <ls A'iJJl.vov ,.:>..!v'haii',6Qnre'to be a proverbial expresdon at 
Athens for getting out of the way-evading the performance of duty : thio j 
seems to be the sense of Demosthenes, Philipp. I, c. 9, p. 14· &>,:>.' < 
f<tV A'i!Jl.VOV 'I'OV wap', fl}J.fiW 111';rapxo~ 5•i' w~•Zv, 'iwv li' v11'€p .,.o;, .,.:qs ·n5Mo 
K'l''f/}J.Ihwv &')'wVL(o!J.•Vwv M•v<:>.aov L'<7rapx«v. 

From the passage of lsreus above alluded to, which Rhode seem!. to r, 
to construe incorrectly, it appears that there was a legal commbium betwt 
Athenian citizens and Lemnian wonien. 
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Jerations of the revolted Ionians. · When Miltiades was 
L out of the Chersonese by the Persians; on.the suppres
f the Ionic revolt, his fame, derived from having subdued 
os,1 contributed both to neutralise the enmity which he 
1curred as governor of the Chersonese,. and to procure his 
m· as one of the ten generals for the year of the 
:twnian cor_n bat.' · • , · 

~ l:lerodot. vi. 136. 
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