
 

 

190 
 

Chapter -5 

Emergence of the Middle Class and Their Activities in the District, 

Jalpaiguri 

 

 It has been shown how the society was formed and developed in the 

colonial and post- colonial period in the previous chapter. It is also shown the 

changing scenario of the cultural pattern in the colonial and post- colonial 

period. In these analyses, it is found that the society and culture was an 

amalgamation of the indigenous and immigrated people. In this chapter I shall 

try to explore the emergence and activities of a new class that was middle class 

in the district as elsewhere in Bengal. 

 

First of all we have to realize the meaning of the term ‘middle class’ or 

what do we mean by the term ‘middle class’? When and how did the middle 

class people originate or in what circumstances, the middle class originated in 

the district, broadly in the whole part of North Bengal. Simply, it may be said 

that the people who were western educated intellectuals, intermediaries in the 

agrarian cultivation, merchant and trading class, teachers, Professors, official 

staff and Amlas etc. are called middle class. 

 

There are many debates about the origin of the middle class among the 

scholars. It is needless to say  that after creation of the feudalism in the agrarian 

system there  emerged a  intermediary  landholding  classes who played  a role 

of middle  ranking tenure holder  in the land between  the  Government and  the 

peasants. These classes were treated as Ekta Land Ijaradar in the Sultanate 

period. They were called Zamindars, Jotdars, Talukdars etc. in the history of 

Bengal, there also many intermediary classes in the agrarian land system since 

the early medieval period.  
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In the colonial period these intermediary classes got a new shape.  There 

are many debates regarding the nature and power of the intermediary class. But 

it can be said avoiding all the debates that the intermediaries both in the 

colonial and pre-colonial period were oppressors. The original cultivators or 

peasants were oppressed and deprived by these classes. In spite of having 

covetous and oppressions attitude of the intermediaries, it can be stated that the 

intermediaries in the colonial period had a distinctive character. Unlike pre-

colonial period they had no limitations of oppressions to the peasants or 

cultivators. Prof. Benoy Bhushan Choudhury showed that there emerged so 

many new intermediary classes with new power and character in the colonial 

period.1. It is relevant to mention here that all the intermediaries did not belong 

to the middle classes. Many Zamindars, Jotdars and intermediaries having 

thousand acres of land belonged to the elite classes. But other than these elite 

intermediaries there were many intermediaries directly not the proprietors of 

lands, rather obtained lands by the agreement or lease were treated as middle 

classes. Beside these classes, there were many small Zamindars, Jotdars and 

other intermediaries who were called middle class. Moreover there were many 

rich peasants (original cultivators) who had lands and cultivated directly were 

also called middle classes. 

 

Other than these middle class people, there were  many small merchant 

class and trading people had no sufficient  capital, rather  they had small 

industry or shop who would carry on their business locally were also treated as 

middle classes.  Suppose a shop keeper namely grocery, cloth seller, stationer 

etc. were not the proprietor of heavy capitals, they were not treated as poor 

people also, so these classes were called the middle class people. 

  

Mention may be made in this regard that the indigenous people namely 

Rajbanshis, local Muslims and the tribals were not interested in the field of 

industry, trade and commerce. These indigenous people were mainly involved 

in the agrarian cultivation and hunting.2 Most of the people of trade and 
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commerce were immigrated people who came into this district in different 

phases.3 It would be proved early, going through the towns of the district, 

namely Jalpaiguri and Alipurduar town, nay Maynaguri, Dhupguri, 

Kamakhyaguri, Birpara. It would be followed that almost all the merchant class 

and trading class people or shop keepers were immigrated people, who 

immigrated in the district in different phases before independence and post 

independence period.4  In the field of Industry, tea industry was the main stream 

in the district. In 1874 the first tea Industry was established at Gajoldoba. From 

thence number of teagarden was increased and it reached more than 200 in the 

first half of 20th century. These tea estates were established both by the 

European and Indian proprietorship. Many eminent Bengalis came to this 

district for business of tea estate. They obtained lands from Government and 

started the cultivation. Many of them would live in the Jalpaiguri town.  

           Other than these proprietors of tea-estates, there were many immigrated 

people who came to this district for doing job as a manager, clerks and other 

officials in the tea estates. Some of them lived in the Jalpaiguri town and some 

of them lived nearby the tea-estates. These official classes also treated as 

middle class.  

         

During the colonial rule no major industries except tea industry has 

grown in North Bengal for which the socio-economic condition hitherto has not 

been developed in this region. The major causes of this backwardness in the 

industrial point of view was less interest among the indigenous people as the 

greater section of the people were independent on  agriculture. The political 

factors were also responsible for this drawback. The outsiders and the non-

Bengali merchants played the greater role in the field of trade and commerce 

.The owners of the trade, industries during the colonial rule were conspicuously 

absent among the indigenous population. They did not even have interest to 

work in the Tea Estate. These tea industries were grown by the Bengali middle 

class as well as the Europeans. Binayak Sen has shown that of the 11 tea 

companies in Jalpaiguri district were owned by the Bengalis mostly. The 
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Bengali entrepreneurs were urban middle class Bengalis.As for example the 

legal practitioner, Joychandra Sanyal was the Managing Director of Jalpaiguri 

Tea Company in 1878. Among other enterprising tea planters who were 

involved in the cultivation came from other profession. Gopal Ghosh who 

started  life as a clerk in  a Govt. office and founded six  companies and of 

Tarini Prosad Roy who founded the  Anjuman tea company in 1889 and  in 

course of time became  the Managing  Director of  Sixteen  tea companies and  

Prosonna Deb Raykot, the famous Zamindar and founder of seven tea 

companies.5 

   On 2nd June 1879 the first meeting of Jalpaiguri Tea Company was held with 

Joy Chandra Sanyal on the chair. The following members attending the 

meeting.6 

1)    Srijukta Babu  Mahim Chandra Ghosh. 

2)            ,,      Gopal Chandra Ghosh. 

3)            ,,      Joy Chandra Sanyal. 

4)            ,,       Keshab Chandra Ghatak 

5)            ,,       Ram Chandra Sen. 

6)            ,,      Harish Chandra Adhikari 

7)            ,,      Yadav Chandra Chakroborty 

8)            ,,   Madan Mohan Bhowmik 

9)            ,,   Munshi Achhiruddin Majumdar. 

 

It is pertinent to mention that the Bengali middle class played a vital role 

in the field of Tea plantation in Darjeeling & Jalpaiguri. Compared to them the 

European planters were favoured with many facilities.   

 

 Despite this discriminating treatment the Bengali tea planters made 

headway in expanding their business which was for them a challenge to 

overcome. The tea planters set up several organization and societies. These 

activities were confined not only in the tea industry; it was an attempt to foster 

national spirit in the society. Ranjit Das Gupta wrote, “Those among the 
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Jalpaiguri’s middle class who had saving adequate enough to start a tea garden 

did not hesitate to entire into the hitherto untried and unexplored area of tea 

enterprise & take risk.”7 

 

Though there was no other major industry was established except the tea 

industry, many small scale and mediocre industries build up in Jalpaiguri. It is 

however to be admitted that the owners of these industries were outsiders.  Not 

only in the field of industry but also in trade and commerce had the Non- 

Bengalis played the major part. In this field also the middle class Bengalis 

made notable contributions. Among this middle class there were both Bengalis 

and non–Bengalis; among non-Bengalis the Marwaris & Persians had a major 

share. Not only in North Bengal but all over India the Marwaris set their 

footsteps in the field of business. In the British rule in India it was quite 

impossible for the Bengalis to establish themselves in trade. In this adverse 

circumstances the Bengalis to somehow asserted their existence. In 1905 by 

way of movement against the partition of Bengal the Bengalis were developed 

to bring about the economic well being of Bengal and on the other hand foster 

unity and the spirit of nationalism through economic self-reliance. This 

movement influenced different parts of  North Bengal. In this context 

Mukulesh Sanyal wrote, “Durgadas Chakroborty, Adinath Moitra & Ananda 

Biswas were sanctioned for two weeks on the charge of burning down foreign 

clothes. On the dates of their release Jogesh Chandra Ghosh organized the 

youth to welcome them at the jail gate.  This was indeed a courageous move 

against police mission.” 8 

 

The Bengali middle class those belonging to the legal profession took 

the most active part in the process of socio-economic changes. They followed 

by the service-holders, not only provided  the social leadership, but also acted 

as pioneers in the economic field and launched the Indian sector of the 

plantation industry. This leadership was provided by both Hindu and Muslim 

families. 9 
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Let us now throw some light on the personalities who earned reputation 

in cultural andliterary spheres among the Bengali Middleclass. It is to be noted 

that North Bengal legged far behind East and South Bengal in the Changes in 

cultural and literary sphere because of the delayed beginning in educational 

sphere and among the indigenous communities. The educational and cultural 

aspects of North Bengal were enriched by those who hailed from East Bengal 

and South Bengal. We can divide middle class people of North Bengal 

culturally or intellectually into two category who took a vital role in the 

development of the society and culture that was indigenous and emigrated. 

They had great role and contribution in every aspect of the society, economy, 

politics and culture. Among the famous indigenous intellectuals and social 

reformer of North Bengal Thakur Panchanan Barma, was the “son of the soil” 

of North Bengal. He is called by the local people “Ram Mohan of North 

Bengal”. He is honoured as the deity by the Rajbanshi of North Bengal. There 

are many debates and controversies on the anthropological identities of the 

Rajbanshis of North Bengal nay other parts of India. In the eyes of the upper 

castes Bengalis the Rajbanshis have non-Aryan origins and hence they 

belonged to lower castes. In the writings of the British authors the Rajbanshi 

and the Koch originated from same human race and they belonged to the Non-

Aryan aborigine. Since the publication of the census report of 1872 the 

Rajbanshi & the Koch were shown as the same social strata by the British 

officials and authors on it triggered the discontent among the Rajbanshis, who 

claimed that they were ‘Kshatriyas’ belonging to the Aryan race.The Kshatrya 

movement initiated by Thakur Panchanan Barma is all over the undivided 

North Bengal. He cited reforming various scriptures to establish the point that 

the Rajbanshis are not Non-Aryans. Some Brahmins accepted the views of Rai 

Sahib. The Rajbanshis observed several rituals for purification and put on 

sacred thread. They assumed the title “Barman”, ‘Singha’, ‘Roy’,” Dev 

Singha”etc in place of Das. In consequence of the movement and in the right of 

the census report of 1911 Mr. Mally indicated the Rajbanshi as separate from 

the Koch. In this way Thakur Panchanan Barma acquired the honour and status 
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of the Rajbanshi.It is however to be pointed out that the Rajbanshi of Assam 

did not support the Kshatriya movement of Panchanan Barma. The Rajbanshis 

of Bengal had been struggling for khsatriyo status and also advocated that the 

Koches were different from the Rajbanshis.10 The Rajbanshis of Assam on the 

otherhand believed that the Koches and the Rajbanshis were same. Apart from 

this, the Assamese Rajbanshis did not welcome the Rajbanshi Kshatriya 

Movement of Raisaheb Panchanan Barma.11 

        

Like Raisaheb Panchanan Barma there was a thinker of the Rajbanshi 

community, named Upendra Nath Barman. He hailed from a village, named 

Gopalpur near Mathabhanga. He was highly intelligent and lived at hostel, 

while studying at Mathabhanga High School he joined the Anushilan Samiti in 

fighting to free the country from foreign rule. In the princely state of Koch 

Behar freedom movement was prohibited. During the ban he dedicated himself 

to the freedom movement. He has written “In my student life at school I 

encountered a novel situation.The native king of Koch Behar was against 

Swadeshi movement. But the secret organization of Anushilan Samiti spread in 

Mathabhanga …………in my fifth standard of joined the samity”.12 He had 

joined the movement led by Panchanan Barma for social reformation of the 

Kshatriya community. Thakur Panchana Barma also directed the Rajbanshi 

Youth to join the First World War to demonstrate that they were of the Warrior 

race, called ‘Kshatriyo’. Upendra Nath Barman also extended his cooperation 

to this mission. Subsequently he took part in the activities of the Kshatriya 

community in different parts of North Bengal and Goalpara spontaneously. 

 

Upendra Nath Barman was elected commissioner & vice chairman of 

Jalpaiguri Municipality in 1931. He was elected as M.L.A in 1937. He became 

the minister of undivided Bengal from 18th December 1941 to 31st March 1943. 

In the Assembly election of 1947 he was elected member of the council. Mr. 

Barman visited foreign countries in several times and acquired immense 

experience. He visited England, Scotland, Switzerland & Burma. Besides he 
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toured over different parts of the country which enriched his knowledge and 

experience. 

 

Upendranath Barman associated himself with many philanthropic 

activities. He set up school and looked after their management. He was 

associated with the setting up and management of Jalpesh Laksmikanta High 

School, Dhupguri High English School, and Fanindradeb High English 

School.13 

 

He was a famous writer too. His book ‘Uttarbanger Sekal O Amar Jivan 

Smriti’ is a valuable document of the history of North Bengal and its’ society. 

To be enlightened about the Rajbanshi and Kshatriyo community ‘Rajbanshi 

Kshatriyo Jatir Itihas’ is well documented handbook. Besides these he wrote 

the biography of Thakur Panchanan. He also wrote numerous articles in 

different periodicals which all bear testimony to his literary skill. ‘The 

Rajbanshi Probochan and Heyali’ and ‘Jalpesh Mahapith’, by him are valuable 

guide for the history of North Bengal. Apart from literary activities Sri Barman 

was associated with a number of social organizations. After retirement from 

politics he actively involved himself at Laxminarayan Mandir of Jalpaiguri, 

Jalpesh Mandir of Maynaguri, Uttarbanga Lok Sanskriti Parishad, Panchanan 

Smarak Samiti and the management of Kshatriyo Samaj.14 

 

Another son of the soil of eminence Rajbanshi community was 

Madhusudhan Roy. He was like Panchanan Barma a student in law. 

Madhusudan Roy was born at Gourigram of Nilphamari in the district of 

Rangpur in 1869. He started practicing law in Jalpaiguri town in 1899. Besides 

the legal practice he made notable contribution in social reforms. He was the 

president for two successive years of the Kshatriya Congress in its first and 

second session. As a legal practitioner his fame spread all round. 
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As a challenge of Bengali Tea Planters he established a number of Tea 

Estates. He was the lifelong Managing director of Saraswatipur Tea Garden. 

He was the member of Jalpaiguri Municipality and Jalpaiguri Zilla Parishad. 

 

Madhusudan Roy fascinated the public by his ornamental speeches in 

meetings & gatherings and in the sittings presided over by him. He could 

explain in single language the stories from Ramayana, Mahabharata scriptural 

like “Batrish Singhasan’.15 

 

Jaggeswar Roy, a prominent intellectual of Jalpaiguri District was 

talented personality and a social reformer. His father Mohan Singh Prodhan 

was born at the neighbouring Marichbari of Domohani. His forefather was the 

Dewan. His ancestral home and land were destroyed by the devastating flood in 

the river Tista. Subsequently his family migrated and settled at Rangalibajna in 

the Madarihat P. S. in 1320 B.S. In 1322 B.S. following the demise of his 

mother his education career almost came to an end. His education restarted 

with the assistance of one Indubhushan Chakroborty. 

  

He took part in the freedom movement of India. When the Quit India 

Movement under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi was on the peak, the 

Kumargram police station was attacked with the joint affords of Jaggeswar Roy 

and Nalini Pakrashi. They were joined by Boibyanath Das of Haldibari, Abinas 

Das of Chengmari, Jogen Sarker of Barobhisa and Deben Das of 

Kamakshyaguri. He was elected as an M.L.A. three times from 1962. 

 

Jogyeswar Roy, famous as a social reformer founded the Mohan Singh 

High School at Rangalibajna in memory of his father. He founded a children 

home, called “Darikanath Shishu Sadan” for the young children where they 

were provided with free food and lodging. He dedicated himself to the cause of 

education. Mohan Singh High School of Kumargram, Joteswar High School, 

Laksmi Kanta Sen High School, Amguri High School, Helapakri High School, 
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and Kaliagaunje Uttameswar High School were building up with the patronage 

of Jagyeswar Roy. Another eminent folk singer of Jalpaiguri was Satyen Roy. 

His father Nityananda Roy was a middle class landlord. His fame as exponent 

of folk dance spread all over Bengal. He was a singer, poet and writer. His 

poems & writings were published in the “Desh’ magazine quite sometimes. 

 

The name Sonaullah Mohammad as a social reformer is well known to 

the citizens of Jalpaiguri even today. Being an indigenous Muslim he reached 

out his helping hands to the poor and deserving irrespective of their caste and 

creed.To come to the poor, setting up schools for learning aid the students & 

teacher and involve in social services were in the list of his reformation zeal. 

Added to these, he built mosques, drug tanks and gave away blankets to the 

distressed. He is also respected and remembered for his contributions in the 

field of sports, arts, literature & culture. He immensely contributed to the Arya 

Natyasamaj, Sonaulla shield Tournament organized by Town club was the first 

and foremost sporting event in the town. He also contributed to set up the 

Fanindra Dev Institution. The Sonaulla High School in the heart of Jalpaiguri 

town bears testimony to the greatness of this great soul.16 

 

The rulers of the Raikot Family and the intellectuals had a great role in 

the social and cultural awakening in the nineteenth century.  Their contribution 

and role extended far and wide in the country and outside. The cultural sphere 

of Jalpaiguri owes a great deal to the Raikots. Sarojendra Deb Raikot, the son 

of Jogendra Deb Raikot was born in 1898. Though descending in the Royal 

Family he was free from the princely pride. He was a famous artist. He had a 

contact with famous artists and politicians of the country and abroad. 

Sarojendra Deb entertained with his songs to Gandhiji, Rabindranath Tagore. 

He was associated with congress politics true to the family tradition. He had 

intimate relation with Desbandhu Chitta Ranjan Das, Mahatma Gandhi, Subhas 

Chandra Bose; he was more famous as a singer than a man of politics. 

Sarojendra Art Gallery bears testimony of this great man of art and culture. 
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Jagadindra Deb was famous by his own right. He was the adopted son of 

Jagendra Deb Raikot. He was a celebrated name in the social and cultural 

spheres of Jalpaiguri. He founded a middle school in the name of Raikot Raj, 

Fanindra Deb’s wife Rani Amriteswari in 1917. Later it became famous as 

Sonaulla Institution. He wrote a book titled “A brief History of Raikot dynasty 

and its Kingdom”-in 1885. The book provides valuable data of the history of 

Jalpaiguri. He was the first president of Jalpaiguri District Congress. In 1939 

the conference of the   Bengal provincial congress was held in Jalpaiguri, 

which was adorned by Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose by his presence. 

Jogadindra Deb Raikot adorned as the guest in chief. He was uncommon in 

charity, and Scholarship. His contribution to the field of social and cultural 

uplift of Jalpaiguri was memorable. 

  

Another celebrated personality of the Raikot dynasty of Jalpaiguri was 

Fanindra Dev Raikot. His name has been immortal in the cultural sphere of 

Jalpaiguri. The Fanindra Dev Institution of Jalpaiguri retains his memory. 

 

Prosonna Dev Raikot the son of Fanindra Dev is another worthy of the 

Raikot dynasty. After the demise of Fanindra Dev, Prosonna Dev was coronate 

as the king of Jalpaiguri as decreed in his will in 1893, when Prosonna Dev was 

only a child of two years. As a child rather his mother, Amriteswari Debi 

carried out the royal administration as his guardian. He was famous for his 

social service & charitable activities. He was the 2nd President of Jalpaiguri 

Municipality, a member of the provincial council and a provincial minister. He 

was the founder of Jotdar association of Jalpaiguri, the pioneer of the Khsatriya 

community, the founder of Fanindra Dev institution, Jackson Medical School 

and Prosonna Dev Womens College. He had set up Palli Mongal Samity at 

Belakoba which was name after him.  Near Hasimara in the district of 

Jalpaiguri the Subba family is the repository of remarkable heritage since the 

rule of Bhutan Raj. Seventy eight years old Ramesh Subba has recounted many 
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facts about his family and its past glory.  They belong to the Mech community. 

In the past they practiced shifting cultivation and in later years they 

permanently settled down. He informed that the title Suba was conferred by 

Koch kings.In later years during the Bhutanese rule they were retained as 

revenue collector. Subordinate to the Suba the tax collectors were called 

Katham and in the Eastern part they were known as Gabur. The Subadar did 

not know away from their homestead and the Bhutanese came on horseback to 

collect the revenue. Jaigaon, Dalsingpara, fell under this jurisdiction. They 

owned six or seven hundred acres of land. After the British came a large 

section of land was acquired for tea cultivation, some land was cultivated by 

“Chukani” system. After independence a great extent of land was vested. At 

present they own 15 bighas of land. 17 

 

The Kathams of Kathambari in the district of Jalpaiguri were eminent in 

many respects. At present the Kathams have lost their past glory. But during 

the Bhutanese and British period they won glory in different fields. Tapan 

Katham told that the title “Katham” was conferred by Bhutan. Formerly they 

were “Deo”, as they were called to God a deity. Najir Deo, Laxman Singh Deo, 

Prabhusing Deo, Lt. Brajanath Katham, Lt. Asura Katham, Lt. Dhardharia 

Katham, Lt. Ramsing Katham and his father Birendranath Katham were 

important figure in the region.18 Tapan Katham continued that his father 

collected revenue from Rangpur and the Bhutan king vested them four Taluks 

Maynaguri, Bhothat, Gopal Gang and Chengmari. Their Taluks were gifted to 

his forefathers as the Zamindar of Bhutan. The land was cultivated in two ways 

through tenants or sharecroppers and secondly, through Chukanidars.  His 

grandfather enlisted in the Bhutan Army and fought against the British. Besides 

revenue collection his father owned food processing business & timber 

business. Wood was transported to different parts of the land. 19 

  

The indigenous landlords of Jalpaiguri and North Bengal were involved 

in various social activities. It cannot be denied that the land lords exploited the 
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sharecroppers. Nevertheless the landlords made notable contributions to social 

reforms. One of the reasons being that there was no class division between the 

landlords and ordinary peasants for their sharecroppers .Hence they developed 

a familiar relationship. It was followed on many occasions that at the time of 

marriage in the house of a sharecropper that landlord sprinkled water on the 

head of the groom and the bride, the ritual known as ‘PaniChhita’. As a result 

the landlord and the sharecropper made the father-son relationship called” 

‘Panichhita Bap’ and ‘PaniChhita Mao’. If one of them died, other had to 

observe the ritual usages like their relatives in accordance with the Hindu 

religion.20 

 

Example of such an emotional bonding was revealed by elderly women 

of Parotpar, in a family of a former landlord.  She remounted ‘All round the 

year several celebrations took place in our house. The house was filled with 

guests and visitors. A male cow was offered in honour of the God. The priest 

was donated land measure 5-6 acres. We possessed 39 acres of “Debottor”land. 

The relation between the Raikot and tenants’ was cordial. People were simple 

minded. The feasts during occasions were unrestricted. During marriage 

ceremonies huge amount of sugar were poured into pond for the elephants to 

drink. The grandfather distributed money to the poor from his moneybag.21 

 

 It is now important to focus on the intellectuals middle class who came 

from different parts of Bengal in different times and settled here permanently. 

The inflow began from the nineteenth century in course of their service, some 

others from commerce, some others the doctors and lawyers for their 

professional purpose. This inflow was remarkably high in the Northern part of 

North Bengal.  Dr. Charu Chandra Sanyal wrote, “With the foundation of the 

town there came the Government employers, Lawyers, Doctors, Businessman 

and many private individuals all from outside. Rahimbox of Noakhali came 

from Sukhani as the law-trader. The Nawab Bari (house) of Jalpaiguri town 

was built up by him. Bhagban Sanyal of Pabna came from Maynaguri for legal 
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practice. His grandson Gopal Sanyal settled in Babupara of the town. Srinath 

Chakroborty of Pabna came from Rangpur as the record keeper. He has no 

discontent in the town at present. Bhabani Ghatak of Pabna came from Calcutta 

as the Govt. officer. His son Lalit Ghatak is settled at Raikotpara. 

Chandrakanta Sen and Ramchandra Sen of Faridpur came from Rangpur on 

official business. Their grandson, Paritosh Sen is settled at D.B.C. Road of the 

town. Srinath Roy of Dhaka joined as Nazrat. Parbati Charan Neogi of Pabna 

came as supply contractor in the Bhutan war. Lala Ladly Prosad from Punjab 

has left no descendent in the town. Tapeswar Lahiri from Pabna came for 

business, his great grandson Jiban Lahiri is at Ukilpara.”22 

 

In connection with tea trade many Bengali entrepreneurs came to 

Jalpaiguri. They exercised great   influence in social-economic and cultural 

spheres of Jalpaiguri. In his book late Kamakshya Prasad Chakrobarty has 

mentioned the names of the industrial magnates.The Bengali entrepreneurs 

were all immigrants.They became rich and prosperous within a short time after 

they came. Some of the Bengali entrepreneurs deserve to be mentioned.They 

were Md. Rahimbox, Biharilal Ganguli, Joychandra Sanyal, Gopal Chandra 

Ghosh, Jadav Chakrobarty, Bhabani Charan Ghatak, Hridaynath Bagchi, Mahin 

Chandra Ghosh, Harish Chandra Adhikari, Srinath Chakroborty, Srinath Roy, 

Keshab Chandra Ghatak, Aswini Prosad Roy, Shashi Kumar Banerjee, Shashi 

Kumar Neogi, Sureswar Sanyal, Trailakya Maulik, Munshi Achhiruddin and 

many others.23 

 

There were some families in the town that made notable contributions in 

the society and culture of the district & the town. The Chatterjee family is one 

such family. Late Durga Prosad Chatterjee came to the town more than 125 

years ago. It is said that Durga Prosad Chatterjee had uncommon scholarship in 

Sanskrit and left Burdwan to reach Jalpaiguri on foot, being deconstructed over 

a competition in Sanskrit scripture.  His two sons namely Lt. Madhab Chandra 
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Chattopadhaya and Lt. Jadunath Chattopadhaya became the landlords of 

Jalpaiguri more than 125 years ago. They dealt in coal and text books. 24 

 

The Roy family made unlimited contributions to the welfare of 

Jalpaiguri. Tarini Prosad Roy of this family came to Jalpaiguri in the 9th decade 

of the last century and in course of a few years he established himself as a legal 

practitioner. He owned a large number of tea gardens. His son Satyendra 

Prosad  Roy popularly known as S. P. Roy joined the industry established by 

his father. He became the chairman of the I.T.P.A. in 1952. Since 1952 he was 

elected to the Rajya Sabha for their terms. He was the member of the Senate of 

North Bengal University. He was associated with a number of schools in North 

Bengal and helped them with financial donations. He also played leading roles 

in the development of games and sports. His greatest contributions were the 

foundation of Town Club and Arya Natya Samaj.25 

 

Prof. Manas Das Gupta wrote, “Perhaps, he (Satyendra Prosad Roy) 

realized that imperialism of England was initiated in the cricket playground of 

Iton and Jaro, that means discipline of English character came in the play 

ground. So, Satyendra Prosad involved himself to the different organization of 

games and sports. Nobody knows the history to harmony organization from 

district level to National level he assisted by giving his advice and money. He 

was founder chairman of sports Board since the establishment of North Bengal 

University’’.26   Ananda Gopal Ghosh writes, “We can’t forget the memorable   

contribution of Mr.Roy in the field of Education, Literature, Culture, 

Sportsactivities. If Jalpaiguri had little more contribution in the field of 

Education, literature and cultural activity in the atlas of West Bengal it is only 

for S.P.Roy.’’27 

           

Like the Roys, the Ghosh family also exercised great influence in 

different fields of the society in Jalpaiguri. Born in this family in 1879 Jogesh 

Chandra Ghosh joined the bar at Jalpaiguri court in 1909 as the lawyer. He had 
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established five tea estates from 1923 to 1928.He was associated with the 

Aryanatya Samaj and was elected vice president of Jalpaiguri District 

Congress. His son Birendra Chandra Ghosh earned fame and recognition in 

various fields. He was appointed the secretary of the I.T.P.A. Senior Vice 

Chairman and chairman. He contributed to the setting up of the Polytechnic 

Institute and Engineering College in Jalpaiguri. His famous book in the 

development of Tea industry in the district of Jalpaiguri from 1865 to 1968 is a 

useful historical document. 

           

The Sanyal family of Jalpaiguri has been enjoying great reputation in the 

political cultural as well as intellectual life of the district. Lt. Bhagaban 

Chandra Sanyal of the family came from Pabna to Maynaguri at the age of 22 

years in the middle of the nineteenth century and began to practice law from 

there. His third brother Durga Charan Sanyal was an established lawyer, poet 

and litterateur. He wrote a book titled ‘The Social History of Bengal’. His son, 

Jyotish Chandra Sanyal was the founder & editor of the magazine ‘Janamat’. 

His son, Mukulesh Sanyal edited the magazine for a long period. He wrote 

numerous articles and was a man of politics. Dr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, the 

only son of Joy Chandra Sanyal was the erudite scholar of North Bengal. He 

was a medical practitioner. He had joined the freedom movement. His fame as 

a writer spread far and wide. His famous books are 1) The Rajbanshis of North 

Bengal 2) Totos & Meches Sub Himalayan tribes of North Bengal. The 

Limbus, he edited souvenir of the   centenary of Jalpaiguri. He was conferred 

the D. Litt. for his book “The Rajbanshis of North Bengal” by the North Bengal 

University. He was also awarded the Rabindra Puraskar.  He was the lifelong 

member of the senate of North Bengal University. 

 

The famous Ghatak family and his son, Bhabani Chandra Ghatak and 

Lalit Chandra Ghatak brought glory in the social sphere of Jalpaiguri. Biharilal 

Ganguli of the Ganguli family is equally eminent. Tarapada Biswas of the 

Biswas family was the first secretary of Arya Natya Samaj and the worthy 
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challenge of Shashi Kumar Neogi. After the passing away of his son, Satyendra 

Prosad Biswas donated 17 bighas of land to Mohit Nagar School which was 

named as Mohitnagar Tarapada High School. Dr. Sukumar Biswas, the son of 

late Satyendra Prosad Biswas was the first nuclear space scientist of India. It 

was he, who master minded the launching of the first satellite to the space from 

India. 28 

 

Priyonath Bandopadhay of the Banerjee family was the first 

Government pleader of Jalpaiguri. He began the legal practice in Jalpaiguri 

court in 1871 .By virtue of his talent he was appointed as Government pleader 

in Darjeeling and CoochBehar districts. He was the secretary of the School 

committee where the first Government school was set up in Jalpaiguri. It was 

designated as Zilla School. His contribution to the development of the town 

was immense. 

  

It has been mentioned at the outset that expansion of education was 

started in Bengal and India during the company rule of the British East India 

Company. In course of time it was found accessory to create clerks and official 

worker in the administration, of course educational activities were started by 

the Missionaries and Private organizations much before the Governmental 

endeavour. In 1813 by a Charter Act a sum of Rupees one lakhs was granted 

for education. In the following two years no such grant was contemplated. In 

1823 ‘The General Committee of Public Instruction’ was set up. As 

consequences on 2nd February 1830 Macaulay in his minutes recommended 

the spread of European Science and Literature through English. This was a start 

to the European Education. In the first half of the nineteenth century Hindu 

College, Sri Rampur College, Hooghly Mahasin College, Krishnanagar College 

& Krishnanath College of Baharampur was set up. During this period people 

evinced a great deal of interest in English education. Dr. Subodh Kumar 

Mukhopadhaya has written “In Bengal English education was started since the 

beginning of the 19th century, so that everyone was eager to learn English. This 
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flood got a shape when in 1837 the Govt. declared that vernacular language 

will be the medium in higher court. In 1844 Lord Harding directed the 

appointment of the English educated young people in Government jobs. 

English became the official language and the language of administration. With 

the spread of English education an English educated class was created, known 

as middle class. This class of people soon after govt. jobs to spread a life of 

ease and comfort. English education also followed a section professional 

middle class. This new class did not respect the distinctions based on caste & 

class divisions.29 

 

It is pertinent to point out that though the educational endeavors’began 

earlier in South Bengal; in North Bengal it started quite late. It began in North 

Bengal from the second half of the nineteenth century. In Cooch Behar State 

the first English school was set up in this period. In recognition of the services 

rendered to the state during his minority. Maharaja Narendra Narayan 

presented a purse to Colonel Jenkins, The Governor General’s Agent in the 

North-East Frontier. The worthy colonel however, advised the Maharaja to 

found an English  school with the money  thus offered to him and accordingly 

an English school was established in 1861 which was named ‘Jenkins school’ 

after colonel Jenkins.30 

  

In Cooch Behar State Victoria College was set up in 1888. With the 

setting up of this college an avenue to higher education was opened. It has been 

said in respect of the establishment of the college, “The departmental works 

proceeded thus till June 1888, when to commemorate the jubilee of her majesty 

of Queen Empress, the Victoria College was established in CoochBehar.”31 

 

In Jalpaiguri district the first English school was established in 1876 

which came to be known as Jalpaiguri Zilla School. Next in 1916, Alipurduar 

High school in 1920, Fanindra Deb Institution, in 1927. The scholars who came 

out from these schools are spread in different places of the country and abroad   
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taking up responsible job and earned fame and recognition. These achievers 

came to be known as middleclass. Ranjit Dasgupta mentioned, “It was still in 

1931, after six decades of the inception of the district whom only 4.8% people 

of total population was literate. The number of people studied in Primary 

school and equivalent institution was only 11 thousand. The Number of High 

English School was only 10 in the 1947 the year of getting independence.”32 It 

is to be admitted that college was established in Jalpaiguri district much later. 

Before 1942 the students of Jalpaiguri had to go for higher education to 

CoochBehar or Rangpur. About the establishment of college, A son of Ananda 

Chandra Rahut of Jalpaiguri made a gift of the bighas of land and Rs.25, 

000.00 in cash for a college in memory of his late father the college named 

Ananda Chandra College started functioning from 1942 with role strength of 

91 which figure rose to 211 next year and to 582 in 1947.33 
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