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PREFAC·E· 

T -HE two· Volumes 'now publish~d bring to an' end 
-roy-~ Introductory: History of !England.' I ask · 

pardon of rnY r~aders fQr· having ou'trun the limit~ within 
which I at. first hop~d to co~ press the work. . I also ask· 
pardon .for another change, not so ·much of plan as of 
execution ; the book has somewhat unconsciously ' grown· 
up.' It began as a book for b?ys; ap.d ha~ ended ~5 0!1-e 
for young· men: The fact.· is ·that cert~in persons; for 
whom. it .. was commenced eleven years ago, have set it .. 
a bad example by gt~wi~g ·up: themsel~es. , 

:i have, as before; to thank nu~~rou~ friend~ for assist-· .. . 
cence, and ~sp~~ially for·· car.eful. reading of the. p~oo~s .. . 
Whatever mer_it ~ay be. found in~ the chapter ~n Indi'a. 
is wholly due to the b~illiant S1lgge'sti9nS of Mr: .Rudyaid 
Kipling. The· Rev. W. H. -H_utton, Fellow of SC John's 
College, and Mr. Wakelirig, F.ellow of Bri'\,senoseY.have 
also enlightened and guided· me on Indian affairs.· ·Mr. ' 
Pollard, Fellow of All Souls College, who was, the ·!n
spirer of my last volume, after dedadng that he_' kiiew 
nothing. about this. period,' contributed some.'excellent 
criticisms .on the first four chapters.-- Pr.ofessor ~odge 
of Edinburgh took -hold of my original (_:hades n: and: 
like the gentleman in the old Scottish ballad, 

hacked .him into pieces sma', , 

; until,· when he came South again,· I hardly knew•him 
v 



vi PREFACE 

for the same King. The Professor also carefully revised 
the whole book. 0 

The Rev. A. H. Johnson, Fellow of All Souls College, 
went through the chapter on 'Men and Machines.' 
Mr. Temperley of Peterhouse, Cambridge-although in
clined, on account of my preference for Lord Castlereagh" 
as against his hero, Canning, to offer me my choice· of 
weapons on Putney Heath-gave me some valuable notes 
on various points of Eighteenth Century HistorJ;. And 
Mr. Moreton-Macdonald of Largie !].as exercised, with 
his accustomed kindness, his own special function as 
corrector of my style. 

But my deepest obligation is to my old pupil 
Mr. Christopher Atkinson, Fellow of Exeter College. 
His colossal stores of learning on the History of the 
British Army and the British Navy have been put wholly 
at my disposal, and, if these volumes are not a complete , 
failure in their treatment of these matters, it is entirely 
due to him. May I be allowed to remind him that manl 
people as well as myself regard the excessive modesty, 
which prevents him from giving to the World the fruits 
of his researches, as a positive crime? 

OXFORD, Easter, 1909. 
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AN INTRODUCTORY 
HISTORY OF ENGLAND -. ..... - ... ~· 

166o-_ 1792· 

·cHAPTER I 
•. 

THE RESTORATION 
MR. GREEN has well said that the entry of Charles H. 

. . ~ : ' i ' . 

Jnto 'Lon~on marks the commencement of the life ·of 
Modern England, "the life w~ich we live and know. The 
!\te of HeroiCs is o;ver, and. the· Age of Common Sense 
begins.· ·. Our ·'habits . of though~ and speech become 
attimed to this ; we become apt to speak slightingly of 
·gr_eat things, though we may not always feel·indifferent 
to them. The way~. of socie'ty ·become modern; the 
aristocracy is Jess __ strenuous, the middle classes less. 
educated, th~ lower class·es moxe· un_restful, the boundaries 
between classes more. sharply. _defined. Internally there 
are fewer great quarrels, many more little squabbles. 
There are no more great Kings ; tlie nearest approach 
to a great .King is ~-foreigner. In Parliament Party is 
in a fair way to become faction, and, before the Age of 

\ .Common Sense gives way to the (present) Age of Hysterics,, 
:~iif has _bec_orne factiQI}; Kings early become tht piay-. 

\.VOL. IIl I 
···:-. 



2 . DIFFICUjTIES OF HISTORIANS 

things of this spirit~£ faction; soon all other interests 
of the State, great and small, will also become its play
things. The result will be that national unity will be 
split and squandered, and national efficiency arrested. 

As the centuries pass it becomes increasingly difficult· 
for a historian to arrive at a critical judgment on 
events. Little as we know of the facts of the Middle 
Ages, the few facts that we know are fairly plain and we -all draw pretty much the same inferences from them. 
About the Heroic Age, i.e. the Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
Centuries, we know a good deal, and on the whole the 
judgments of reasonable men about them do not differ 
very much. But as for the period before us, which I 
have called the Age of Common Sense, though we know 
or can ascertain all the main facts clearly, our judgments 
are likely to differ very much more ; there are some 
people who would not .everi adm}:t it to have been an 
Age of Common Sense. The biographer of the late Lord 
Granville says, "The final judgment on the affairs of a 
bygone period has to be founded on something besi!es 
the critical study of State papers and the accurate 
comparison of .the dates of the despatches of ministers, 
which frequently afford but an imperfect and soulless 
record, and are not the true key to the ideas and passions 
from which spring the great events of history." And 
this is admirably true. The true key, however, can only 
be employed by those very few persons who possess the 
faculty of acquiring all the knowledge pos:"ible on a 
period, and then bringing everything within it to the 
test of reason and expediency. Now, if I may be allowed 
an Irish bull, it's impossible for any one man to acquire 
all the knowledge possible on the Eighteenth Century, and 
of coulfe infinitely more impossible in tlie case of the 
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Nineteenth. Moreover, the neare4we get to our own 
time the mqre we shall inevitably, though unconsciously; 
be under- the ·influence of ' legends ' ; ·some wonderful 
man, some Clarendon or Macaulay, endowed with un- · 

. . . 
rivalled gifts of style, has some political cause to serve, 
and he sets to work to write a history of his own time, 
or of a time near. to his· own, in ;order to inflame the 
passions of his readers in favour of hi~ own cause. And, 

""as Lord Granville's biographer wotild probably acknow-· 
ledge, these will be the histories men will .read ; the 
legends indeed ·are apt to .crumble when the sc~entific 
historian comes along and 'CQrnpares the dates of des
patches,' etc; but 1 am inclined to think that the life of , 
a really great historical legend may easily run into a .. 
couple of centuries. ·.Alas ! · I am no scientific historian ; 
but I am also no creator oflegends: my o~ly legend is 
that of. Diva Britan_ni.a; the. other ~egends which would 
have tempted me are dead ·beyond. recall. Therefore, 
though I · think .· clearly and feel strongly on many 
questions of Eighteenth Century politics, I shall try 
to limit myself to. presenting the facts· as simply as 
possible, and telling my readers to stand by and to 
suspend their judgment on the legends. · 

It seems to me that four things were 'restored' in 
r66o : and of these the first was Parliamentary Govern
ment, the expression of the will of the old Constituencies. 
No solution of the 'Problem of Sovereignty,' so often 
tossed up during th~ recent strife, was devised; but it 
was tolerably certain that ~he Houses would be stronge:r · 
and.the Crown weaker than before the strife. 'Next was 
restored Property and the _Rule of the Common Law. 
This had not been very: seriously upset, butit liad been 
at least endangered, <and some wild talk had beelf flying 



4 R OF CHARLES II. 

about. hurch was restored,_and restored 
in a form differing little in externals from J.-aud's church, 
but entirely without the aggressive sacerdotal spirit of 
that church; it was to be the church of sober common 
sense in religious matters. Lastly, as the best guarantee 
for ali these things, was restored, with alf its old external 
splendour, with all the vague and historic magic of its 
name, the Crown. 

Cynical, kindly, immoral, 'keen-witted and a thorough 
modern 'man of the world,' Charles II. had the slackest 
notions of religion, indeed the slackest notions of every
thing. His political creed was almost that of a later 
statesman, 'that there was nothing new, nothing true 
and th_at nothing very much mattered,' except indeed 
that he did not intend to go on his travels again. An ill
educated man who seldom opened a book, he was yet, in 
the best and worst senses of the word, clever ; he delighted 
to pick the brains of others in conversation, and often 
picked them to much purpose. He was far too clever to 
refuse the opportu'nities which his factious Parlia~ents 
often . gave him of thwarting them ; occasionally ·they 
beat him badly, as in 1673, but, if he knew when he must 
give way, he also knew·when the game was in his hands; 
he then played it with some gusto, and, in the great crisis 
of r678-8r, with consummate skill and coolness, which 
proves him to have possessed statecraft, if not states
manship, of a very high order. But always he played it 
as a game ; he had no sort of belief in his own divine 
right, though it was preached at him with great vigour by 
most of his clergy-who can hardly have believed it 
themselves;· it was to them an excellent political 'cry,' 
and that was all. Yet it would, I think, be a mistake to 
imagin• Charles merely as an idle, dissolute fellow, who 
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sauntered ""t~_ro~gh-lHe _ ;ith an . epiJtan{ <on his lips a~d 
took no jnter~st in the business. ofgoverning.1 He was 
ne!th~r a dtihke(nor:a g~fubler; though he'spent much of 
his time atNeW1narket watching horse=-"races and foot
:rac~s, or ha\~king aild hunting; he was fond of walking 
from, · whitehl:i.li~ to·- HC~-rrip.tori Court, and hi took ·very 

. . . .. . . . ··. : .·,. '- ·' ... --: I . . . 

scrupulous care of hi~ o.\Vri~heii-\th;_ ··His immorality has, 
I suspect, been ~efy much_ -ekagg~·rated, per.haps because 
it was so ope~lly disp~ayed :~md'~¢t ~uch a bad example 

. t6 his ~ourtiers; and,' his 'activity has been accordingly .. 
underrated.~, He took •. th~ k~en~st . interest in physical 
s~ience and a:n· experimental. philosophy, in all matters 
concerning trade, the -Navy and the Colonies, and above 
allin forei_gu.politics: ·._In this last branch.of his duties he'., 
fought his Pa,J-liam~nts, when they ,disagreed wiih-him, 
more- tenaciously .• aria' more suctes~fully than. he fotigh t .
them on;inatters or't,ej~g{ous toietatimi. Tbe- I-~puse of 
Lords, ip whicJ1 he- was fr~quently to, be seen warming 
his)ong l~gs'at ~he fire, with a k~ot of-Peers listening to 

" hi~ stories; was, h~ deClared, '~s- diverti'ng .as a play/ 
He was_ an excellent chairman of his J;'rivy Cotmdl. But -
he was a lax administrator·, and had none ,of the Tud(;r. · 
gift of looking· ipto detaill~im~elf; alj.d, a:s n_~rie of those 
whci worked under "him were in the least ·afraid of him:: 
he wa·s often badly served. No, realiy great names -come = 

to the front iD politics during-the reign; that -of Geotge _ 
Sa vile, Marquis of Halifax, is _probably the greatest; and 
he is so far typical of the~age that. he works ostensibly f9r,: 
no great cause, andis- mainly occupied ~ri trimming b~-:: · 

. . ' ' . . .. · .. :' ~ ·: 

t "Charles II.," says Defoe, '' wa~ perhaps, of,all kings that 
ever reigned, the Prince that best understood the c-o~frtry and" 
the people that he g~verned ' . : the best acq~ainted witl:J_ the 
World o(aJl ~he Princes of his age:' . . 1 · 
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tween th~ extremes 1 e~ther party : h~ will serve Engl~nd 
whether It be under Kmg Charles, Kmg James or Kmg 
William. This is in truth a great Cause, and in r689 
ultimately triumphs : but to' its contemporaries it 
appeared an obscure one; men require a name to conjure 
with, a fetish to worship, somewhat more visible; and, 
in the. absence of a great cause, men's moral levels 
sink. 

' 
The Parliaments of Charles II. are mainly excited on 

questions of religion and foreign politics, and in these they 
are a faithful reflection of the intelligence of the country. 
The Great Strife has left behind it as its main legacy an 
entire detestation of Popery ; and a King who has spent 
much of his eleven years of . exile in Popish countries 
will soon become to Parliaments an object of suspicion. 
But the Parliaments and the country are torn in half by .r 

two contrary desires; that of resisting the spread of 
Popery as represented by Louis XIV. of France, and that 
of crippling our commercial rivals the Dutch. Charles 
was entirely with his people in the latter of these objects ; 
and he also saw, as they did not, that it could not be 
pursued simultaneously with the former, on whiCh he was 
anything but keen. If any religion attracted him it was 
Catholicism, and he probably died a Roman Catholic. 
But he was not likely to run risks for that or any other 
form of faith: his grandfather (Henri IV. of France) 
said,1 'Paris is worth a mass'; Charles thought that the 
Crown of England was worth abstention from the mass. 
If any country attracted him both on. the intellectual, 
and also on the administrative side, it was France. For 
that self-worshipping prig and bore Louis XIV. he is 

1 Or is reputed to have said ; there is as little authority for 
this as t>r many other famous French bans mots. 
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not likely to have felt any pers<taLregard; but the 
bore's Court was the centre of European ciyilization and 
urlianity ; and Charles was cynically ready to take' large 
bribes from the bore, 'and then to evade. fulfilling the 
considerations for which they had been given. He was 
'paid, not sold'; some statesmen have been sold without 
being paid, On the. whole Char_les -did not play the 
hand badly for England. . Holland, though not actually · - ' . 
beaten in the two great wars of the reign, gradually 
ceased after them to be a first-class Power, which comes 
to much the same thing ; soon afterwards she became 
the little boat towed in the wake of the big English ship. 

To suppose that the country at large was much affected 
by the immorality of the Court or by the cynical game of 
party politics would be a very great -mistake. Loyalty 
to the Crown was the most conspicuous feeling, and_ 
' Church and King ' the most cherished toast of the sons 
and grandsons of the very men who had fought against, 
Charles I. and Laud. Dread of Popery made it, of course, 
increasingly diffictlit to drink the toast in the days of 
James II., but loyalty would probably have triumphed 
even then if James had not added to his Popery the 
misfortune of being an immeasurable ass. Commercial 

.--.-.-.· -- _... 

and agricultural prosperity we:e no longer accompanied, 
as in the days before the· war, by ' over-government ' ; · 
subject to certaiii protective Acts of Parliament, you 
were allowed to grow rich in your own way-, and t? 
employ' your capital where you· pleased. . Indeed the 
decay of the Privy Courtcil is one·of the most interesting 
results of the- Great Rebellion; all its judicial powers . . 
were gone, and all its supervision, so admirably exercised 
in Tudor times over corporc:tions and trading companies~ 
over Justices of the Peace and local authorities ~enerally. 

l . . 



8 MATERIAL PROSPERITY 

The result .was that,local authorities did much as they 
pleas~d until the creation of' Boards' and' Departments 
of Government' in the Nineteenth Century. The Privy 
Council had, it is true, a Committee for 'trade and 
plantations' (i.e. Coloni~s), and valuable expert advice 
was often given to it by colonists, merchants and bankers; 
but Parliament usurped the supremacy over this body, 
as indeed it was usurping control of all the executive 
government. Whether Parliament was a fit assembly 
to discuss questions of the development of material 
progress is open to doubt ; but unquestionably it reflected 
the ideas of the intelligent classes of the day on this 
subject. And unquestionably the reign of Charles II. 
saw a great increase of English commerce and prosperity. 

Statistics are both tiresome and fallacious, but it is 
worth remembering that our exports doubled during this 
reign from two to four million pounds' worth ; they did 
not double again till 1740. And, with a population of 
barely five millions, of which three-fourths were still 
' agricultural persons ' of some sort or other, this figure 
was not bad. At the end of the reign we had actually 
became a corn-exporting country, and a law was passed 
in r68g giving a 'bounty' on export (i.e. a lump sum of 
money paid down to the exporter) when the price was 
less than forty-eight shillings per quarter. And this was 
before the introduction of scientific farming on any 
serious scale. High roads were, it is true, beginning to 
be largely improved ; the first Turnpike Act dates from 
r663. Rents don't seem to have increased much, but 
they were always going up a little ; arablynight average 
ss. 6d. per acre, good meadow land :'8s. 6d. Wages, 
too, were going up steadily, and tl~e Justices no longer 
bothered. themselves to regulate them ; agricultural 
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'~ages w~re, in the best counties, flearly -ten pence a day 
before Charles died. Pauperism, on the other han~,was 
increasing very much, and, as each parish .had to provide 
for '-its own '.poor; it became the.~ first object 'of the 

.. overs,eer to shift on to another .pari~h any man who was 
likely to becpme chargeable to. the· 'rates. . Hence came 
endless quarrels· about 'settlement,' and Law:; of·_Set~le
ment were passed defining how a "man could become 

·entitled to relief in a particular parish. This curious 
phenomenon of. the increase of prosperity side by side 
with the· increase of pauperism · is one · of the most 
disappointing in English history. , 

it is to foreign commerce that the riches of the 
period were mainly due. ·The marriage of King Charles 
with Katharine of Portugal not only introduced us 
to coffee and to tea,a drink ': good' for colds and 
defluxions ' as Mrs. Pepys' ,. potticary ' told her-and to 
the strong red poison called Opotto wine, but also brought 
us Bombay and Tangier, and, indirectly, a share in the 
gold and silver dug from the mines of ·Brazil. It was the 
golden age of the East India Compariy, of the Hudson 
Bay and the I.eyant Companies. · These were, the only 
three ' monopolistic ' companies left, and no new ones 
were created, 1 Parliament preferring to foster existing 
trade by an elaborate system of protective duties rather 
than to push it by attempts to' create new ·branches.· 
And so 'joint stock' companies ·sprang up in London 

1 The African Company, reconstructed in 1672, is more appa
rently than really an exception to this rule ; from the first the 
' Interlopers,' i.e. traders who did not hold shares in it, ~nd{':rsold 
its members on the Guinea coast, and the monopoly which it 
claimed had no parliamentary sanction ; in 1698 Parliament 
definitely declared the hade to be free. • 
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for the monopoly of {111 sorts of trades ; but these pos
sessed no monopoly of the trade they exercised, and were 
governed by no rules except those of their own making. 
The Dutch and French were our two great rivals, and, 
if we gradually began to push them both out, it was 
mainly because of the freedom from government regula
tions which British subjects enjoyed. On the whole the 
principle laid down, to which all laws until the close of the 
Eighteenth Century were intended to conform, was that 
known as the ' Balance of Trade ' ; let this country 
export more goods . than it imports, and it will get the 
balance paid to it in gold and silver, which it still foolishly 
thought to be the only real wealth. One or two people 
saw further; Sir William Petty(' Treatise of Taxes,' r662) 
said that ' labour is the father and land the mother of all 
wealth.' Nicholas Barbon or Barebones, son of our old 
friend Praise-God, was a true free trader ; ' there can be 
no import without an export to pay for it,' said he. Sir 
Dudley North was another forerunner of free trade. 

·But the ruling spirits were men like Thomas Mun 1 and 
Sir Josiah Child (founder of a bank which still exists), 
and to them a Balance, owed and paid to this country in 
gold and silver, was the law and the prophets. 

The only really new industry planted in England was 
that of silk weaving, largely recruited from French 
.Protestants whom the stupid bigotry of Louis XIV. was 
driving out: these settled principally in the East End of 
London ; they taught us also, to the disgust of English 
weavers who rioted and broke their looms, m'!-ny new 
tricks in linen weaving, and they introduced ox-tail 

1 Mun died in 1641, but his great work, 'Englands Treasure in 
Foreign Trade,' was only published by his son in 1664, and was 
more re~ than that of any contemporary economist. 
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soup. The only seriously new br~nch of foreign trade 
was the Slave Trade, which developed, from the ports of 
Bristol, Liverpool and Lond'on, to an enormous extent. 
The growth of London at the expense of all the smaller 
ports of the East and South coast is one of the most 
curious features of modern English history; for, if you 
look at it reflectively, you will see that London faces 
the narrow seas and not the high seas; its early great~ 
ness dates from the days when our main trade was with 
Bruges, Antwerp and North Germany, and you would 
have expected that, when commerce became oceanic, 
some Western port would have taken its place. But 
the exact reverse came about, and London now began 
to replace Amsterd~m as 'the Exchange of the World,' 
whatever that high-sounding phrase (repeated in all 
good books) may mean. 

All this -extension of commerce was, however, n9t 
without its drawbacks. The old Privy Council had tried 
to er:sure that manufacturers should produce good 
articles, whereas, now that there was no supervision, the 
' age of shoddy ' 'had begun : France, our special rival 
in the Levant, perhaps taught us this game ; she was 
already stamping her cloth ' Drap de Londres,' in order 
to deceive the confiding Turk at Aleppo. And if the 
regulations of the old Privy Council had tended to cramp 
trade, they had at least tended to force it into channels; 
conducive to national power rather than to men~ wealth ; 
but from this time onwards there was a dangerous 
tempta~ion to assume that wealth and power are syn-· 
onymous, which they are not. Woe to the Nation that 
prefers dividends to power! and treble woe tQ the Nation 
that believes dividends and power to be the same thing ! 
Still, as long as the Navigation Acts, carefully ri-enacted 
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by Charles II., were maintained in full force, the supply of 
sailors and ships for the Navy would never fail; and as 
long as England fed herself from her own soil, the supply 
of ploughboys to fight in her Armies would not wholly 
fail. 

To a certain extent the period saw the beginning of 
the supremacy of town over country ; it soon became 
the fashion for the upper classes, even when unconnected 
with the Court, to spend a portion of the year in London, 
usually in a hired house or lodgings : ' flying coaches,' 
performing journeys of fifty miles a day for ten shillings 
per passenger, made travelling a comparatively easy 
matte·r. But as late as 1715 it was still a twelve days' 

· journey from London to Bodmin; Lady Essex Robartes 
undertakes it 'with great fe·ar.' Even London streets 
were not over safe; they were still very ill paved and 
lighted, and ' gentlemen of the road ' did a roaring 
trade i~ the suburbs, for police simply did not exist, and 
the watchmen were useless. The Duke of Ormond was 
assaulted in St. James' Street and carried almost to 
Tyburn by a notorious ruffian called Blood, who seems to 
have intended to hang him. The Thames, however, was 
still the great highway of London, whether for business or 
pleasure, and was still silver, though the use of coal in 
place of wood was soon to make the capital smoky ; 
people seldom crossed London Bridge on foot, though it 
was a favourite amusement to watch adventurous fellows 
in skiffs ' shooting the bridge,' i.e. the rapids made in the 
tideway by its numerous arches with their clumsy pedi-

. ments. Few Londoners, I imagine, kept a 'yatch' of 
their own as Roger North did, but, when Mr. Pepys 
had Navy business at Greenwich or Deptford, he nearly 
always "'ent by water, though he was afraid of shooting 
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the .bridge. You could walk jn safety in ' Foxhall~
Gardens and hear the nightingales sing ; you . could. · 
go and gape at Charles feeding; his ducks and· teaching 

. . . 

his spaniels to swim in St. J ~m~s' Park ; your wives 
and daughters could walk in the Ring in Hyde Park 
and see the grand company in 'their coaches·, doing the 

proper thing. ' and lookiag; on~ hopes, less bored than 
they do to-day. You could read the London Gazette; the 
oldest. still-existing newspaper, which began life 'as the • 
Oxford ·Gaz.ette in the Plague year. Above all! for 
the price of a _cup of coffee it:t the great c;offee l).ouse -
in Covent Garden, you could hear the first wits of 
the day conversing. You were more likely to· hear 
them quoting Butler's 'Hudibras' than ·.either of. the 
three masterpieces·_ of J ohri Milton. Yet Mr. Dryden, 

whose great poems on the ' Ann us Mirabilis '·of r666 won 
him the Laureateship in r67o, would tell you· that. the 
blind poet of Bunhill Fields, some of whose work? had 
'been burnt by the hangman in ;i66r, had jusCpubli~he? 
(r667) a poem called 'Paradise Lost,' 'which cuts us 
all out and the Ancie~ts too:' ·.'Paradise Regained.' 
and ' Samson Agonistes ' followed in r67r. The 
Theatre, to . which the Court is passionately devoted, is 
not to be commended, though Mr. Dryden himself writes 
for it, as well as Etherege, Wycherley, Sedley and others 
whose comedies are not fit for. young persons to read ; 

now for the first time female parts on the stage are taken 
by women, and the reputationof actresses is not good. 
Before the end of the reign you may hear at the 

. Chapel Royal some of the anthems, and in. ' chamber 

concerts ' other pieces of the greatest of English musical 
composers, Henry Purcell. 

But, in spite of Milton and Dryden, the berW; of the 
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best minds of the age is to mathematics and natural 
science, sometimes, as in the case of the great scholars 
Dr. Wilkins and Dr. Willis, to science flavoured with 
theology; oftener with antiquarianism. It is pre
eminently an age of accurate research and proof, as 
well as of speculation. The Society of which we saw 
the origin at Oxford in our last volume, now becomes 
the ' Royal Society,' which we still know, and member
ship of it becomes the highest honour which Science 
has to bestow. Prince Rupert, in the intervals of 
perfecting guns and gunpowder, is studying mezzotint 
engraving and imparting its secrets to John Evelyn, who 
will publish an account of it in his ' Sculptura.' 1 

Wood, Ashmole an·d Plot are making Oxford famous as 
the home of antiquarian investigations; Sir William 
Dugdale, the Herald, is editing his vast collections on 
the history of the Monasteries, and incurring suspicion 
of Popery for mentioning such things ; and, though the 
University may burn as seditious the works of Thomas 
Hobbes and George Buchanan, the influence of Hobbes 
has permeated everywhere. and, to him who has read 
Hobbes1 Divine Right may remain a pious opinion, but 
Contract seems to be a surer basis for government. Isaac 
Newton was just twenty-four when he sat under an apple 
tree at Woolsthorpe in r666 and observed an apple fall; 
he decided that it must have fallen owing to the' attrac
tion of the earth,' and in r687 published the ' Principia,' 
which revolutionized natural science. He was also soon 
to invent a terrible thing called an' infinitesimal calculus,' 
for which it is difficult for any non-mathematician to 
pardon him. Among preachers and divines were South, 

1 Rupert is also traditionally credited with the invention of 
some so~ of steam engine. 
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Stillingfleet and Barrow, and the' saintly Ken, whom 
Charles II. rewarded with a bishopric for rebuking his 
immoral life. Men were reading _Baxter's 'Saints Rest' 
and Bunyan's ' Holy War' and : Pilgrim's Progress,' 
ho~;~r-·s-ound might be thei_r chu~~m~!lsl:!iP.; above. 
all, every one was reading that wonderful anonymous 
book called ' The Wliole Duty of Ma;:;--- .---~· --.-

I have mentioned these points ~erely to show· that ·( . . .... -- -- . 

the popular conception of the age, as an immoral and . 
vulgar one, is very far from the truth. And there is\" 

• 
another point also to which attention must be ca.lled; 
if it was an age of bad government, it was an age of good_ 
law and good lawyers. Sir Matthew Hale, successively 
Chief Baron and Chief Justice, did much, by his judg
ments as well as his writings, to elucida~e the principles 
of the Common Law. Sir. Heneage Finch, Lord Chan
cellor in r673, was the first · specialist in. the rules of 
Equity, and the first to reduce these rules to a "system, 
Our Contract Law still rests largely· upon the great 
' Statute of Frau~~'.;_ our system of administering 
estates on the ' Statute of Distribution~.' _Free bequest 
of all landed property was made possible by the Act 

- ~- - -

which abolished the feudal tenures ; the worst page of 
our Statute Bo~k was torn out by the ;epeal of th~_Act 
of Mary for burning heretics. The Habeas Corpus Act of 

.'· r679 put upon a sound statutory basis the old Common 
Law right of eveiy accused person to be brought to trial at 
the earliest opportunity. The criminal trials, especially at 
the end of Charles' reign, have a bad reputation from the 
violent language employed by Chief Justices Scroggs and • 
Jeffreys; but, if we examine these trials fairly, we shall 
see that they were in many respects distinctly better 
conducted ·than such matters were before t{le Cij'il War. 

CH) 2 3 :> ...--·"·----. '·· 
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It is true that the law of evidence was in its infancy, and 
that, in a trial for treason, the guilt of the accused was 
always assumed !-lntil he could prove his innocence. But 
he was no longer subject to a preliminary and private 
examin~t~~n ; ··he could ·now claim to be confronted with 
witnesses, to cross-examine them. and to call witnesses 
on his owri';behalf. ·.Finally,_: to this reign belongs the 
great ruling (in 'BusheWs case, r6zo) that a jury is not 
responsible to. ariy 'man ·for 'the verdict it giv('s. 

But'it.)s.time to tur:ri to.~ Politic'al History.' Much 
of wh~t-is·~echnically'calied the' Restoration Settlement' 
was the work of the Convention' which Monk had called 
in April/69, an.d .which continued to sit till the end of the 
year; -but; -~h~n this body w~s ~issohed, so~e of the 
questions. were still m'lsettled a_rid ·;;o'.renia~eci over for 
the first\Parliament·of E.ing Charles, commonly called ' the 
Long P~rli~~e~t of the R~~tor~tion,'."whfch met in May, 
I66r,·and·;~t.on until r6zg. j)n'the'w}iole I think we
shall he ilJlpressed'.by, the essentiallY,::fair···characterof the 
settiemerit ; ·~ol:i9dy .w~sP.~rfectiy s'atisfi~d with it, which 
is riot.a bad criteriorf.of its•fairn~ss.:.' Perhaps the fir~t and 

J ~ost 'immediately pre~si~g qu~stioil:_w~s, .~liat' was to be 
~ " . . " .. .. ... . ' 

:_done with the Army?: 'Oh.1 get_t~d.oHt,' said everybody.· 
• .- . • t • - "- • • • . - -

. · Among.~all: the thip.gs· that the, -Restorati<;m meant, it 
• m~ant fu9st.of all tlie.t~i~mph of Civilian oyer soldier, and 
~-:'of_ sp9e.f .. ma:n f/vfi'r f<}nat_iC.; ~T9··t1~_i.o\v away an Army of 
· : 65,o6o mi:m;-·tpe finest fightilig rriachine-'in t~e Europe of 

... . ... ~ 1 •j.<- </' ....... ·,. t ~ 

the' day, .wcj:s .sure~y 'an, astdpishing 'waste, -yet it was a 
~asfe_ iillpe;ativ~ly de~anded .];>y· :Public opi~ion; . The 

. ~ -t.l,. ~ .. ·" . ... ... ~ ..- ~ • .. .• 

d.~~p.~afre_d-o~ 59Jdi.~~~,'wN~pCr~rlt~~l!'sA:rmy_l?-ad excited, 
rema:i11_ed i_ngrained-'~n _.English :minds foj ;over a century ; 
• • .,, - • . ' • ., .... • "' •. ~-'II!' ' ~'". ' 

. to·some extent .'an:·affer'taste, of tha:i::ha:tied remains and 
••• ' ·~.: '"'-~ .... ~_ ..... ~"'-:., _.- . ~· <.. ~ .••• • .•• ·: • ·: ,~ .. 

paral~se-i -~r:gl~~d~, ~~il]: . . · Th~, dispan<:l~e~t. was )t very 
- .. ,, "•·'~~---~_ ... - -· ~ :.. ...... ~ ~-_:-;.. · .... ~ ·~. 
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difficult transaction t:~ ca;;Y \through; for there were " 
large arrears of pay to pe met, !put by th~ end ci:-r6.6o it ·. 
had been ali" but· c~mpleted : th{revjyaLci_t :tpa_de~whi~h ·,: 

·-accompanied .the ·,Restoration ,eriaBlect -th~.~n~:e·rt-~t~'i'_-fifid 
, . .. . · .. ~ _;,. : ~. .-:., . t. ·'!'.':<, ..... ,.. ... .:~ ~';'!·:::.c.;·... . 

employment; Irelanq. apd :.America. were .. ''callirig;~Jor . 
· •t 4· · •• • • . • ·• .,*·· . .. , . : ..,_ ·. ,, .,.r_.· ~. •·· 
sturdy Protestant c_oloi].ists: -A. h;~..~ky litt.Ie'·insur:r:e11tion. 

• •• • . • ... 1 • 1. ~ • ~· • j • • 1. • • • • • ... ¥. ·.:-. • t 

~·of Fifth Mqnarchists, 'ih:J anuary. r66r.;'.' Je:d;'"t<t- Hie;:~Qis- · · 
~- bandrrte~t being'-st_oppe(:b.~fdf~ it ~a~ ·:co"rripi~t~d/arid 
·.Monk's '·own regimeht; ·~ow ·p1e·~' Col_dstr~3:ni· C?lf<liiis;; 
: . ~as $a ved .. : T <? •. t~}s ,. ,were'_ ,added . f} 'new_ regini~*: ~:Of 
· .. GU.i~;rds,· now .. the~ Grenadier.·Guards, large!y :made·.' up· of 

,·: ~- . -~ . . .- . ;. . ,. . . . . . ~-

~- ·returhe_d., Royalist: ,~exile~;.· two mqre troops .. g_f. ',Lif~ · 
;, G~~~d~;·· ilnd)~~--{€gi:~erit _:·ilow 1kno~ ·as::.f~e:-':,·Blu.K'' 
~ , . . : ~-- ··· .. • · . ·..-::,. . .t.,<-···. "< • , •. lifo~··"~- .•. --·--:~•·· \' • ... -. 

:-"Th~_s:e.-regime.nts~:CJ.te"st-ill on o.ur.Army List,;: ~W~,shal1-. 
::::-.$~i\h'<J:t 1 ~ d ~~iPg~'; (~aFles'·· ·reign, ~~ns~<fe{~£~~ . ~4~~i t19ris. · 
': .:)v.ir~-:nia:d.-~: :to~;~fJi~.qH~: the· teeth. of· publjc · 0pi~i~nt~~'~;~jg::~· .. ~~ 
:j.;p}~:·garf.i~ori: c)[:pii~!{].rk+ W~S, •afte~ th~ ~ale 6f th~i(~ttf~~tF 
.~,";"·~,_.·, :~ -:t~, •>T~··-......~:~.-:··":'~:~t• ,• < : # ~~.:•Jfi."" _;,• 

·~- ::·jp.;·JI?,pz;: ~eilt:~.:t6:,Tai:'igier:; which; as nart. of-1l:).e dowty .. ~bf · 
~-- ·"'l\ :t" .-:~·'·. ..·.'.· ' ... "".···: -: ·:_: f.:· "' " . . .. ·. ~ .. ' . ·.'f. .... 

,:~~:e:~ait~~~::::.~111~rf, ·::~~-:~.~J~~~~d till .. 1'684 ; t.h~~ _garr-ison j~en ·. 
:~.- cani·~·~:hO'me; ': to).itrt~land. . A· reg•imerit;. of .~arii.ies'· •W_ci,:s -·~ 
;··-~ ';'. :~·~.'t .• ::--.:·.:f.~ .. J "."".".~':"~:_>-·1: .. ·.-... ~ ...... • . . •. • ... '-h·~ :-'- ... _4 

~·~/.alsgir~ised: .foriXM-Dutoh: W.ar irt :r964" At fir~t the, Anny.. :· 

~r~~~4~1\m~~l;ti~~~~~d~;~1;~.~:~~;q~t1~ 
~:: ~mof,al'an:ci· ~b€j~t:~tartd.ahf ·a!: Ci:OJ:i1.W~lY s,:A:riny :.wifs;:iiiiy~:fY ,z 
·.~:; .. ·.· .. ~ .. -.,:.: .. :.:~~-~~"" ~~~-:-~~·~,~:~~:'t---~~·:";: .:..· ~. " ;,., ~ "'..... - · .. -......... .,;,.: !--.At~-; • ...:·:~:Vt·: .. 

~"- ~ga~~- -Te!lch~~t;;;,: il;>g:t;,·~;;ts;- .. tlier~; ~~.;;·legally ~_.IJ,()~! :war:~~~r: .~ 
-...··.·;_;·.·., .. ·:~."· •:. ~<;••.·'-:!-'i..!-.~·";·:.:~~:.!·;·~-.h. 'f.f! ' ·,(- .,. : • • · .. "• ,..-'..•.:......~· A·. ,V."!" ._ .... 

· )a w . :1~ · ·_tl-~~·::.<?t_;;p~a,· :~~. ~-:a~<t ~;l};,o-· .b~rra:c.::~s; ·" M:r~~;~~!h Y.'t of·,·.~ 
... · ~ _ ") • ; , ..• t i:> ;>.:• "':. ot" f; .:-tt-,:. ... : • ·"" : :--~ • • ~ '-~- ;.: !"-.r.'~.·" •,1 ..... T ._ 

llatles~u.·\?}lght;:tp,'J}iay~;:bJ~eiJ'·'_a~yer;y:'-;9-If!il;li!~:.~~pdy~:t<t··.; 

~~r. ~ju..,.-_d;~~9JP.~i~~:.-~~J,;?-;:·~z ~ ;t;J.i_ ':··--~.-- /_:_:~~ ,;·:.· ?:'t ;t;r~::~-,:?: · ,'~ 
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Many cross currents of opinion have to be considered, if 
we are to estimate it fairly: the current of vengeance, 
the current of precaution, the current of legality, and, 
strange as it may seem to us, the current of atonement. 
We may dismiss at once the idea that there was any need 
for precaution: nothing, of course, could guarantee the 
King, or any king, against a stray dagger or bullet; but 
the Monarchy and all that it safeguarded needed at first 
no precautions. Still, ' precaution ' was a useful argu
ment to press into the service of vengeance against 
the Regicides. As regards retaliation, it was regicide 
alone that was to be avenged; that was the 'Sin of the 
Nation,' and the Nation really believed it to be so. Many 
a humble and many a noble family had lives lost on field 
or scaffold to avenge, but all had to forgo all retribution. 
None were to die but those who had actually signed the 
death warrant or assisted at the execution of Charles I. 
The mere Law demanded that all of these should die. The 
Declaration of Breda, however, had thrown the burden 
of responsibility wholly on to the shoulders of the two 
Houses of Parliament; _and it is obvious that the King 
'showed great prudence in adhering to that plan. .But 
the result was that those who had warm friends in these 
Houses got oft with minor penalties, while those who had 
no friends were left to justice. There was a long and 
unseemly wrangle between the Houses, an.d, in the end, 
thirteen persons suffered death as regicides, namely te~ 
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trials ; · John Verney, far away at Alepp6, has· been · 
laying 30 to 3 on Vane's case. Several regicides were 
imprisoned for life; many had already escaped abroad 

' to Switzerland ·or to America~ The tradition of a reg!:; 
: · cide Republic, as a not unworthy ideal of government, 
\ lingered in obscure places for many years to come, , 

stimulated the ' Rye House Plot ' of r683, and was not 
wholly without influence on ·the Revolution of r688 ; 
but when at that date the on:ly surviving regicide exile, 
Ludlow, returned to England, he was at once warned 
to fly again, fled and died in disgust. 

Thirdly we must consider the question of the restora
tion of property. ·An immense amount of sentime~tal 
nonsense has been talked against the settlement adopted 
on this question, which .was ind~ed eminently fair. 
Those who had· lost all for the Royalist cause recovered 
their lands; those who, .by 'compounding' with the 
usurping Government, had made terms for themselves, at 
whatever expense, recovered nothing. __ The former class 
consisted .Pr?-ctic.aJly ~mly of th()se fe\V ;who had gone into 
exile, and the purchasers of the land of exiles had little 
ground of complaint when. they were now deprived ; 
they had bought the land, so to speak, 'with all faults,' 
including the great probability of a return of the exiles 
to power. More doubtful as a measure of statesmanship 
was the restoration of the remnant of the old Crown 
lands: the rents from a lafge estate are a very mediceval 
and uneconomic means of feeding a Government ; under 
the old Common Law it was impossible to prevent the 
Crown from giving its lands away, and the next three Kings 
proceeded to impoverish themselyes f£eely by so doing : 
while, until such lands were taken over by the ' Woods 
and Forests Office,' they were always badly manJged. 
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Fourthly~ before we come to the most serious question, 
that of religion, we may lump-under one head the question 

, .. of the retention of. the reforms of the Long Parliament; 
and, from looking at this, we ·shall see what a long road 
had been travell~d since r64o. Neither Star Chamber 
nor High Commission was to come back; the feudal 
tenures were not to come 'back.:· Though the Triennial 
Act wa~ repe~led in r664, :it was rep.~aled onlY in order 
to prevent the ~ecessity of a. new .;parliament being 
called every three years.; it was/never· for a moment 
supposed that the King. ~ould 'be' able· to do without a 

(~ Parliament.1 On· the .other hand; a· 'statute expressly 
declared that the command of air armed forces was for 
ever vested in the Crown : another' Statute ' of Tumul
tuous Petitions ' lajd down that not more than twelve 
persons were to present any petition to King or Parlia
ment ; this was a distinct blow at the· Radical methods, 
of bringing external pressure to bear on Parliament, 
which Pym had favoured in r64r-2. Of similar nature 
was the Licensing Act restricting the number of printe.rs; 
this was periodically renewed with one interval till 1695, 
since when authors and pr~nters have been restrained 
from publishing their thoughts only by the Law of 
Libel, and by certain Acts against blasphemy and 
indecency. Finally Parliament provided for the Crown 

7 
in a manner by no means liberal. Customs and Excise 

r,•. (a tax copied from the Dutch in 1643) were granted 
for the King's life .. A hearth tax, two shillings on 
every chimney of every one who was rated to the poor, 
was added, and was exceedingly unpopular ; it was 

1 "The sitting and holding of Parliament shall not be inter
mitted or discontinued above three years at the most": 16 Car. 
II. c. I. 
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·• ~sli'pposeq_ to;b~irig,-iii' £zoo,oo.o a year.; and never .brought 
. ~ii:l . .:Jie~~ly ;tha}: sum:·;~ sq. htuch was. it hated- that-· people 
/. bti~k:~d.~upitheir-;·.:<::liiillne~~ :·and. shivered. .rather· than 
,:·'_. l?,~Y-)L_\Th~ _r'~p~~l~~f: ii":w~~ ~lmost the o~ly ~thing 
· . that~- th~ : middie>G1a~~es ·· defuinded of., William rfr: on 

·· ... ;:r:~i~t!tiJ1~~~~~~!~L~Fi:t:r~:~::~~ . 
· ·spite ofJhe·_:gt'~~f~Jix9r~~se in tl).e. Cu~toms ~nd ,Excis~: ' 
7 it ~~~ver>"~e¢~f~,~W~:~;~~~e· .~each~d .. that. fig~re. except_ on 

~ paper ; an:d.!t".G~rtamly never came to ·enough to cover ,
1 

\ the irtcreashig.:-cp~f -of· living ··like. a ·King, of governing _. 
and defending ·t~e Nation. No loophole, however, was 
given to the Cr:0wn:for unpadia~entary taxation, nor 

. ~ • • • . I. 

·did .Chailes • ever attempt anyt_hing of the kind: Thus 
.far, · on :the whole, the settlement was · es~entially . a 
parliamenta~y· one.') . . · . : · 

When we -come to the r~l_igious settl~ment, we shall see 
tliathere too the wiil-of Parliament prevailed. The Con
vention,)argdy Pre~byterian in its p1embership, treated 
this· topic wholly from the point of view of property. 
An advowson or a benefice _is a freehold ; no rna:~ can 
be deprived of his freehol~ except by a judgment at law 
(see Magna Carta)·; ·so, if the vicar of Tubney has been 
turned out of his parsonage by the us'\].rping Government, 
and one of Cromwell's chaplains put in his place, the vicar, · 
if alive, must be restored, whatever his religious opinions 
or those of the intruded chaplain- be, If, however, ~he 
vicar. is dead, and the chaplain has been presented by 
the proper patron of the living, the chaplain is Ie'ft there. 
And this was as far as the Convention went. But this 
did not protect a norr-Episcopalia~ minister against any 
future Acts an Episcopalian Parliament might pas!':f 
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Now it seems as ifthere were two courses open to the 
Government : (i) so to modify the Prayer Book and the 
Episcopal constitution of the Church as to ' comprehend ' 
the more moderate opponents of that Church ; (ii) to 
make no alteration in either; but to grant a large measure 
of toleration to those who objected to either. The King 

_ would perhaps have preferred the former plan, and his 
· leading Minister, Edward Hyde, now Chancellor· and Earl 
of Clarendon, thought .at first it might be politic to do 
something of the kind. A conference was called at the 
Savoy whereat the leading Presbyterians met the leading 
Anglicans, as a result of which some slight alterations 
of the Prayer Book were made, including the introduction 
of the 'General Thanksgiving.' The vacant sees were, 
however, speedily filled up, and, though one Presbyterian, 
Reynolds, accepted a bishopric; the other Bishops were 
mostly Laudians ; J uxon went to Canterbury and Cos in 
to Durham, Sheldon to London, Morley to Winchester. 
And, to the surprise of b0.th King and Chancellor, the 

. Parliament of r66r appeared more Episcopal than the 
Bishops, who once more took their seats in the House 
of Lo{ds. 1 The Lower House, in fact, consisted larg~ 
of those interests which had been most outraged during 
the -rebellion ; and of these the Anglican Church was 
the first. The cry was consequently one for rigid re
pression of all Dissent from that Church. Not only 
should there be no comprehension, but no toleration 
of Dissenters. We may rejoice that there was no com
prehension; any serious revision of the Prayer Book 
would have destroyed it, and would ultimately have 

1 In the second Session of this Parliament. The Restoration 
of the lands belonging to the Church as a Corporation was a 
natur~, but perhaps an unfortunate corollary. 
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satisfied few. But it was .a terrible :mistake . .to· reftise-.: . .. · ~~-- --~· .. 

toleration ; Dissertt was 'tar too strong to .be. killed by --~ 
any measure of repressiori ; and. yet it would probibly .·. 
haye died out under at regime ?f perfect_'tolerati9li .. 
Dissent con tin ':led to be': a. religious, but befarrie · aiso . · 

·largely a political, and_ even a sociaUorce,- a fqrce at tlie 
command of any one who o~jected to· goveriunenL.by 
the landed classes"; and 'now, ·when . that govemmen(. 

ha:s ~?ne~ Disse~t ~exi~~s mainly as a protest ~g~iiist an · 
Established Church. If the Church were disestablished 
to-morrow, _the Dissenting congregations would rapidly 
dwindle, for they would ha~e nothing to disseritfro~, a~d 
religion would probably perish in five-sixths of the country_ 
districts. · Toleration, granted:· in r66o, would h~v~~p'r~
vented one of the most pernicious cleavage~ in inodem ·. 

. . ~ . . 
English society. 

This High Anglican Parli~menf must bear t.lfe responsi- . 
bility, nor can it plead w~~lly religious motives for its 
mistake. Its first Act, the Corporation. Act of r66r,~r 
imposed a politiCal, as well . as a religious test UJ?On all . 
persons holdi.ng municipal office. ·To be .an alde~man or · 
a town councillor you had to. take the Sacrament;accord- ·· 
ing to the Prayer Book rite '(what -?- blasphenic;ms use of 
the holiest act of w-orship ! ), and also to swear that it was 

~
unlawful to resist the King ~pon' any pr:etext ~hatever. · 
Now the Act was passed because alder~~n and. ·to~rn .· 
~.ouncillors practically elected the b~rough members--of· 
Parliament: The Act of Uniformity followed in the same.\ 
Session ; every beneficed clergyman must declare his 
unfeigned consent to everything in the Prayer Book;_ 
must be reordained if he have not. already received 
episcopal orders, or must vacat~ his benefice before 
August, r662. Two thousand ministers ·' ca~e · out ' 
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rather than accept the tests. Even Clarendon, High 
Anglican as he was, and several of the Bishops tried to 
modify this Act in the Lords. The ~ing was very angry 
at these two laws, which certainly made him eat his 
promises of toleration for ' tender consciences,' and at 

i( . the end of the year he tried to get Parliament to recog
nize his 'Dispensing' power with a view to granting 

~4-Indulgence·' to Dissenters. This at once raised a great 

I 
I 

constitutional. question, which will be with us more or 
less till we have got rid of the Stuarts altogether :_-Can 
a King, by virtue of his prerogative, 'dispense with' 
a particular law in a particular case? · Well, it seems 
that he can; e.g. he can certainly pardon a man for 
disobedience to a law; and there are plenty of precedents 
for his doing more than that. In the· hands of an un
scrupulous King this comes to mean that he can set aside 
all laws that he doesn't like and yet dare not openly veto. 
For the moment Charles would not risk his great popu
larity, and, when Parliament protested, he dropped the 
attempt for the time. In '64 the Houses went on to 
pass a ' Conventicle Act,' i.e. a prohibition of all public 
meetings for religious worship, except according to the 
Prayer Book rite, and, in the next year, a 'Five Mile 
Act,' _prohibiting the deprived ministers from coming --near the towns in which they had formerly ministered, 
unless they would take a strong 'non-resistance' oath 
and another oath that they would never seek to alter 
the government in Church and State. These Acts, 
taken altogether, have got the name of the 'Clarendon 
Code.' As a matter of fact Clarendon was directly -responsible for little of them ; he accepted them, perhaps 
too willingly, when they had been passed; and he 
objected' on legal grounds, to the Declaration of In-



. dulgence;. but. he was certainly' pci .pers~cutor,·· ·any 
I.. . . . . ·.: 

· niore than his master was, . and :these: were persecuting 
· Acts. . . · · · > · '·· -· ... ~,· 

In an England ~hich was iosing. its high. ideals they 
pro.bably led. to a . good deaL of >sporac;lic pet]ury. · 
Oaths imposed for such. evidently 'politic.a{ purposes lost 

• • . . . j ~ . .. L 

their sanctity ; many· Dissenters: took the .Sacrament, 
so to. speak, 'officially.'· When, the Devon Justices. 
actually went so far as to refuse to license alehouses 
except· to such ·publicans as could produce a certificate 
that they had. received .the ~acramept tw.ice during the 
past year. they were reducing Tests and Sacraments 
a1ike to·· an absurdity. The Conventicle Act ~as·. not . 
very vigorously enforced; the f~mous twelve-year-long 
imprisonment of the tinker, John Bu!].yan, began before. · 
the. Acts were passed, and the best opinion now is that he · 
did not write the ' Pilgrim's Prog'ress ' (first published· in. 
I6J8) in prison. Not only the ~ulk of the apprentices, 
but many of the rich merchants of London rem~ined 
Presbyteri_aJ?._for more than a generation,. and do not 
seem to have ~uffered any persecution. Even in the 
King's Privy Council, side by side with old Anglicans like 
Ormond, Southampton and Clarendon, were Presbyterians · 
such as Manchester, · Robartes, Northumberland and 
Monk, now Duke of Albemarle. Such men were not 
necessarily turncoats; they were-merely men who waived 

? their ideals .for the sake of peace and order. 
· , The real Executive Government, however, lay in the 
\ in~er ring. of the Privy Council, the"' ' Committee for 

Foreign . Affairs,' sometimes c~lled the 'Juncto,' the 
' Cabal,' the ' Cabinet,' consisting of some· half-dozen 
persons. It ·met where the King pleased-often in the 
drawing~room of the reigning mistress; when Clcy-endon 
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had the gout, as he often had, it met in his bedroom. 
Anything like a ' Prime Minister ' was a very unpopular 
idea; Clarendon expressly disclaimed the title, but there 
was generally one man to whom Charles confided most of 

, his designs, and Clarendon, though never a favourite, was 

'

; virtually Premier for seven year~uring his Ministry 
the most important events were the marriage of the 
King with the good, if stupid, Portuguese Princess 
Katharine in '62, the sale of Dunkirk to the French in the 
same year, the last serious visitation of the Plague in '65, 
the Great Fire of London, and the First Dutch War. 

For and against the retention of Dunkirk much might 
be said; and for it especially that, although a bad 
harbour, too shallow for large ships, in .hostile hands it 
would be certain to become a nest of privateers; in many 
subsequent Treaties with France the dismantling of its 
fortifications was an English demand. But, on the other 
hand, the expense of its maintenance was very serious, 
and the price of its sale (£zoo,ooo) a considerable item 
to an Exchequer already impoverished. The Portuguese 
marriage was sensible; it meant the maintenance of the 
Cromwellian foreign policy, and a French alliance; 
Katharine brought as her dowry Tangier and Bombay, 
both of which acquisitions increased the growing hostility 
of the Dutch. The Plague of r665 was probably the 
most serious visitation of the kind since 1348, and the 
reason seems to be that there had been hardly a 
drop of rain for four months ; the city was therefore 
particularly foul. It began in the Western suburbs 
North of the Strand and worked its way Eastwards, and 
it swept away perhaps a fifth of the half-million persons 
inhabiting London and its suburbs. By June all the 
carrier\ to the country had stopped plying ; the dearth 



PLAGUE AND . FIRE 

of food ~nd of fuel was severely 1 felt. The Court and 
the_ ~arliamep.t fl.ed·to Oxford. By1Sep_tet!tb~r the dea!hs 
were one tl?-ousand a day.. Ther~ 'Yas. a_ T:ord Mayor's 
Fund, as there would be to-day, for the relief of the 
sufferers. The Eastern counties also suffered severely ; - ~- .. ~ ... ~ ~. - - ~ ~ . - -- ~. - ·-

and the infection lingered ab~l!t for.: §]JStxen_mo!lth~;. /i 
On September rst. r666 .. the Great Fire began 'in 

Pudding Lane at a baker's shop where a Dutch Rogue 
lay ; ; at· first we were sure it was the Dutch who had 
done it, but soon we changed our minds and said it was 
the Papists. The service of pumpers was totally inade
quate, though we are not told that, as at a subsequent fire 

..••• -~--- - ---- ·-t • --~ -
in the Temple, men tried -to exting-uish the flames with 
beer in default of water. Carts to remove goods were 
not to be had for love or money. -The Lord Mayor lost -
his head and ' ran about with a handkercher round his 
neck, crying out, " Lord} what can I do ? " ' The 
King and courtiers1 who had turned tail to the plague, 
came to the rescue now, and superintended the blowing 
~p-~~)~ouses" with- gunpowder, and by the 6th the fire 
was stayed. Jwo-thirds of Londqn were_ in ashes, in
cluding St. Paul's Cathedral and- fifty other churches. 
This visitation had, at least, cleaned out many an un
savoury den and prevented future plagues. If Sir 
Christopher Wren's plans for the rebuilding of the city 
h~d-b~e~ a~c~pte·d:~-tw~~ty-f-;ur·g;eat ~t~e~et~ ~oul~ ~a_ve 
radiated from his new St. Paul's, and London would 
have become the most beautiful, instead of the ugliest 
capital in Europe ; but the London merchants were in 
too great a hurry to get back to their wa;ehouses, and 
the city grew up again anyhow.1 

The First Dutch War remains, perhaps, the most im-
1 Vide infra, vol. iv .. p. 183. • 
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port ant event of these seven years. Causes of quarrel were 
never wanting between the two great commercial nations, 
who competed with each other on the African and 
American coasts as well as in the Far East. Holland 
had, moreover, recently refused our mediation in her 
war with Portugal. Both Clarendon and to some extent 
the King 1 were at first averse to fighting, but the traders 
of London carried the Government off its legs. Five 
millions were voted for it by Parliament, and an Act was 
passed specially guarding against the application of this 
money to other purposes ; not an unnecessary precaution, 
for when, in '68, a parliamentary audit of the accounts 
was made, it was found that over one-third of this sum 
had found its way to objects other than the Navy. The 
war was popular at first, and hostilities on the West 
African and American coasts preceded its declaration. 
We captured, among other things, the city of New 
Amsterdam on the Hudson River, and renamed it 'New 
York.' This was in compliment to Prince ] ames, Duke 
of York, already, by his marriage with Clarendon's 
daughter Anne, father of two coming Queens-Mary and 
Anhe-and Lord High Admiral of England. He, being 
already in opposition to his father-in-law, was in favour 
of war. 

The Navy was by no means in a bad condition ; to 
the period of this war belong the steady substitution of 
' first rates' for smaller ships, the growth of a class of 
professional sailors as opposed to ' Generals at Sea,' 
of which growth we have already seen the germ during 
the Interregnum, and the tactical order of fighting in 

1 Charles, however, was deeply interested in numerous branches 
of our commerce which were feeling Dutch competition very 
severely. t 
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' line ahead,' close-hauled t6 the wind~: with a definite 
interval between each ship.r ·j~~~s ~a:~' .. a- really. good 
administrator at the Admir~lty .. f!.e introduced .during 
'his tenure of office a r,egular half-pay system for officers 
not in immediate employment; he also created the 
' Victualling Yard.' He was well served by Samuel 
Pepys, 'Clerk of the Acts .of the Navy,' and author 
of the famous. Diary, and by 'other members of the~ 

Board of Admiralty-such· as Narborough, Deane and 
Pett: But from the very first, the administration 
had to fight against debt (rt millions inherited from 
the Protectorate) and impecuniosity. The contractors 
were fraudulent, the food ;of the sailors was always 
running short, and their wages often in arrear. Never
theless, when, in March, r665, war was, declared, over 
one hundred ships were :ready for sea, and the best 
Dutch Admiral, de Ruyter, 'was far away in America: 
It was ' foggy Opdam' whom James blockaded at Texel 
in May, and whom he and Rupert met in th; fierce 
battle of Solebay, off Southwold, in June. Our victory 
was complete, and James displ~yed conspicuous valour; 
the Dutch loss was twenty-four to one in ships, and five 
to one in men. But, after the victory, the Duke went 
to bed, and the remnants of (he Dutch Fleet were allowed 
to e5cape; Hawke or Nelson ,would not have gone to bed. 
The Plague prevented further activity that· year, and, . 
by the opening of '66, France, which was carefully 
nursing the nucleus of a Fleet at Toulon, had allied herself 
with the Dutch. Monk and Rupert put to sea at the 
end of May with eighty sail, but Rupert was foolishly 
detached to intercept the French Fleet; and so Monk 
was left, in far inferior force, to meet de Ruyter half
way over from the North Foreland. He fought, a most 
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desperate fight for four days, on the last of which 1 

Rupert, who had got as far as the Isle of Wight and 
found no Frenchmen, joined him again. We lost ten 
and they five ships; in the next battle, on August 4th, 
our victory was complete, and the sorely crippled Dutch 
fled behind their sandbanks. Negotiations for peace 
began in October, but civilian advice had prevailed over 
expert advice, and, after the last battle, the King had 
laid up his big ships in harbour without even taking the 
precaution of fortifying the mouth ·of the River. And, 
as the negotiations were unduly spun out, the Dutch 
in the following June made a spring at Sheerness, seized 
it, sailed up the Medway, and burnt sixteen of our ships 
at the gates of Chatham Dockyard: the roar of tlieir 
guns could be heard and the flare of the burning vessels 
seen from Whitehall; for a month more they block~ 
aded the mouth of the River. Charles hastened to 
conclude peace on any terms, and was lucky to be able 
to retain New York and New Jersey (July, '67). 

A month later Clarendon fell, a scapegoat for the 
misfortunes which closed the war. Charles, with the 
most heartless indifference, tossed him to his enemies 
to worry, advised him cynically to fly the country, and, 
when he had fled, supported his enemies in an Act for 
his banishment, by which his return was to be made 
high treason. To the King Clarendon had become a 
bore; he was always telling him home-truths-e.g. that 
he was letting the House of . Commons get too much 
power, that he p.eglected the Queen for Lady Castle
maine, etc. He was no great statesman; of foreign 
policy he had no grasp at all, in domestic policy he had 

1 Rupert joined Monk in the late evening of the third day, but 
was not f'!ngaged till the fourth. 
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drifted back towards the ideas. of Strafford, whom he 
had helped to the scaffold ; . but he was a man of stainless 
honour, and upheld the traditions of a more strenuou~ 
and honourable age. The charges brought against him 
are ridiculous, and perhaps illustrate the deterioration 
of the standard of the House of Commons ; yet they are 
not more ridiculous than those which Eliot brought 
against Buckingham in r6z6... Clarendon had no popu
larity to fall back upon ; the ' J?an in the street ' believed · 
that he had made private profit from the sale of Dunkirk. 
In his second exile in France the old Minister brought 
to a close and revised his majestic 'History of the Great 
Rebellion,' which he had begun in 1646 at Scilly and 
Jersey. He died at Rouen in 1674. _ . _ 

The fi:J;"st period of Charles' reign was now at an end, 
\ and in the next" that is, until 1674, it can be said that 

be . had no leading Minister , at all. The intervening 
period is usually described as that of the' Cabal.' Ministry; 
but, in fact, ~his CabaJ or Cab~net consisted of a shifting 
body of men: Henry Bennet, Earl of Arlington, was 
Secretari of State, Sir·--:!nth?n:Y-_ -Ashley ~ooper: riow 
Lord Ashley, was Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir 
Thomas Clifford First Treasury-Commissioner; L~er
dale was the oracle on Scottish affairs, and the versatile 
and-immoral Duke of Buckingl:l~m (s~~ of o~r. old friend 
of r628) ,-though holding no ex~cutive office:-~a~ perhaps 
as much con~ulted as any one. The Great S~ai was given 
!_o Sir Orlando Bridgman, until Ashley became Earl of 
Shaftesbury and 'Chancellor for one year, 1672-3. Monk, 
till his death in '70, and Monk's cousin Morice as Secretary 
of State, Archbishop Sheldon and Brother James were all 
from time to time members of the inner Cabinet. In 

. finance at least these gentlem~n were singularlf unsuc-
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cessful ; f~om the fall of Clarendon onwards the King 
fell deeper and de~per·into debt. For twenty-one months 
~f this period_-April,_ 1671,· t~ February, .1673-Parlia
ment was prorqglit;,d ;· when it S?-t i!s Sessions were always 
short .and stormy, and·· the two·. Houses, by quarrelling 
with each 'other, 'generally gave the King. good excuse 
for proroguing ."them. Charles lived mainly ~pon subsidies 
from his good brother of France; to whom he made all . 
soi:-ts of.fine promises which he.did. not intend to.fulfil ; also 
he ·help_ed himself by a partial bankr~ptcy, in the shape 
?f a suspension, and then a reduction of' the ·interest on a 
sum of over a million borrowed ·.from the Loridon gold
smith~. These t~~desmen acted as bari~~rs, ari~. lJlOn<?Y- -~ 
lenders-i.e. they received the deposits of priyate persons · ·. 
and allowed them 5 per cent. interest'; then~ they lent . 
money to the Government, charging, In Clarer{d.on:? more 

. stable Ministry, 8 per cent., and ·after th<l;~ 1i. per_.-<?~~t. 
In January, '72, Charles, by the advice . of· Cli_fford, 
suspended the payment of this interest, a!J.d soon afte~~·. 
wards said he would pay half of it only; g~eat outcry; . 

. the goldsmiths suspended payment of intere~t. to'· their 
clients also, and many people were very hard hlt. 
Partial repayments of interest were made· in .1677 and 

. again in 1701, but the capital was never _repai~, and. 
became the foundation of the ' National Debt.' 

A transient ' Triple Alliance ' was negotiated in 1668 
with Holland and Sweden, \ovhich soon became a cloak 
for a more serious secret Treaty with France, concluded 
at Dover, after much haggling, in May, '70. By this 
astonishing document, which was only gradually revealed . 
to, or :guessed at by a few of the 'leading Ministers 
(Shaftesbury never 'knew of it for certain), Charles 
promisefl.. to .declare himself a: Catholic 'at a convenient 
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· }~SP?~?-~t~!:4J,~-~ngl~!.c\~r;~~n~-~i;~tz~~~~,rt~~vis:~:~.as. ',.:· 
· <· ;~o)ynd Jliill:c~~~"'~~g~~l1~£~~<j~~~;~~,j~in,~,-
: · :-, i.n#9Jll?).ng_;,iQ.~:..ill\f~~li::~l\<mpJ2!9~J,~~~H~~<t~,..~4,e"· · 
·~ _/ :Sp~tiish · Moparchy on the. death· ·of the~ reigning Catlos_IL:; :, 

l. ,,~:E~gl~nd;·s··.,.shar~ ·o.f the: .lat{er ·~a~- tiri~p~afied) but::;: 
. - . ~ . ' . ' . • . • - - f • ~ . ·- - '. v' ~ ' . - • 

Minorca and .. Soutl1-Ame'rica were indicated' a~f desiiabi·e; ·. 
• • ... -. 4; ... • " • -

i?f . the. form~r. ~sP:( ,.vyas· to h.~ye the islal!ds.: and~- P.ott~. :: 
at·.' ·Sche~dt~mo~tli: )V.ai¢her~n, Cad?ant- and 'sluys .. _' 

· Abo_\:e all, .. Louis was to_: p~y, pay,wpay; and ·charl~s .· 
was __ -t6 ke~p- ~~~h~rrient ln th~ dark. . Ho~ t'ar :Ch:a~leiL: 

.. ~a:s: s1n~_ere. !ri: the· -direction of Popery, it is ve:ry_·· 
· diffrcul_t; · t~ say ; the ·Catholics- seem to hive puf. · 

.· .. ·. ' .. ·. ·.· ... ·.. . I ·... . . _. . 

: . some :~Qnfi_dence. in hiill·Up till I674· ~- T~ .me it. seems 
. a:s:·if._:iJ.~ ;ID:eretfintended to blind Louis until Holland 
:· shortl~:l:~oe-'··hti:inb1ea. Busy Ministers came and·· ~~nt,. 

: _. :-_-.:'b~g~~~ treat{~s -:were. shown to Buckingham and ShaHe~,.. 
~:. bu'ty: •' Ariington and Clifford, i-ecent converts to Popery, .. 
·, w~re. irt "·the' :.se.cfet. ·,·James' was alsoc, kno:wn. 'to be . 

. :· -~ recent . ~o~v~tt, although h~ did not as yet' ope~ly . 
• . • . • ' .•• . . 1 ' 
· .. de'c:lare himsel.f to be one ; he had lost his wife a year · 

;,. . 'befo~e,. and '1ie Was SOQn to mar;ry the good and be a l)tifu} . 
_::;:M~ry__Be:at~i~ ?f Modena .. War was declared on Holland 
·; ' ·in :(Y.Iar~h; '72.;: ·' Delenda est Carthago ' said Shaftesbury 
· .. ·:.-a·~ .phr~s·e. ~hi<::h he ~as not allowed to forget .. Ten 

ihou:s~nd troops· were raised and·encamped at Yarmouth 
·under a Frerich ·commander; Schomberg, 2 readyc to be. 
tr.ans~~rtt;:d.to th~ Scheldt if the Fleet.should be· victorious, 
The Frencli ahd English Fl~ets joined in ~he Ch~imel, . · 
so~e_: ninety sail; under'_ J ani:es and the E~rl of Sandwich. 

' 1 Not till 1676. ,_ · . 
, , •2 Schomberg was i(jf German and English' extraction, but he 

was in the French· service at this time. He be·came a Marshi,\1 
of France in 1675· . . 

T T 
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They met the Dutch off Southwold on June rst, and 
a fierce drawn battle was the result, the French ships 
giving little assistance. It was the same story next 
year, when Rupert and the Frenchman d'Estrees again 
met de Ruyter off the Dutch coast ; the French Fleet, 
for reasons of its own, hung back and all the brunt fell on 
Rupert; no losses of ships were sustained by either side, 
but the English Fleet was the more damaged, and de 
Ruyter's object, to avert an invasion, was attained. 
Louis' Army had meanwhile overrun the Southern territory 
of the Republic, 1md the Republic had had to save itself 
by calling young William of Orange to the head of its 
forces and government. William turned on at Arnheim 
the tap which controlled the waters of Y ssel and Rhine, 
and P.ut his country under two feet of water. The French 
Army had to retreat. 

Public opinion in England veered right round during 
this war; the Navy had borne the strain gallantly on 
the water, but very badly in its• administrative depart
ments; want of money was at the root of all. Louis 
was thought to be leading us by the nose ; in reality 
Charles had got him to do on land the work which we 
were too weak to complete by sea. Holland hence
forth gradually ceased to be a first-class Power, and, 
though her commerce continued to increase far into the 
Eighteenth Century, England was soon able to compete 
successfully with that commerce in every quarter of the 
globe save one.1 Parliament, when it met in the autumn 
of r673 and again at the beginning of 1674, cried out 
for peace, and the Peace of 1674 recognized the status 
quo, all to the advantage of England. The object of young 
Prince William was henceforth to draw nearer and 

1 To wit the Spice Islands; vide infra, vol. iv. p. II7. 
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nearer to the English allianc\, and in 1677 he succeeded 
in marrying his cousin, Mary Stua_rt, elder .daughter of 
Prince James and Anne- Hyde. 

~ As a step towards carrying out the most secret article 
of the Treaty of Dover, ·charles had issued, in the same 
month in which he .declared war on Holland, a Declara
tion of Indulgence, suspending all manner of penal laws 
against Dissenters from the English Church, Protestant 

. and Catholic alike. The sturdy Protestants, who, more
over, had better hopes from a Bill which had already 
been introduced into the Lower House in r668, did not 
rise to this fly; ~my toleration for themselves if accom
panied bY. one for Papists, was to them a source of .fear, 
and this shows that they can~t have been very badly 
persecuted. Shaftesbury as Chancellor warmly sup
ported the Declarati-on,. but Parliament, when it ~et in 
February, '73, utterly protested against anything of the 
kind. The King withdrew the thing in the most sub
missive manner, and it- was a serious defeat for the 
Monarchy. Parliament went further, and passed, without 
a moment's hesitation, the first 'Test Act,' making the 
reception of the Sacrament according to the Prayer Book 
rite, and a strong declaration against the Catholic doctrine, 
an absolute necessity for all persons holding office under 
the Crown. James had to resign the Admir~lty-a great 
loss to the Navy, for which he had done much-and 

~Clifford the Treasurership.~ Sir Thomas Osborne became 
· Treasurer and was made Earl of Danby. Shaftesbury 
'I 
:went into opposition and began to build up the party l soon to be openly called the ' Whigs.' 
·. That party rested its claims on the maintenance of 

the tradition of Eliot and Hampden-a son of the -latter 
1 He had been n1ade Lord Treasurer in April, 1672. 
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i was one of its foremost members. lt§. .. J.a_v_Qurite toast 
in after years was, 'The Cause for which Hampden bled 
on the field and ?idney I perished on the scaffold ! ' The 
continuity of the said Cause cannot altogether be denied; 
Eliot and Hampden were in some measure the political 
ancestors of Shaftesbury and Sidney_; however much 
they had desired a united Nation, they had merely 
succeeded in dividing it. But they had, at least, been 
clean from personal motives ; they had never clamoured 
for the spoils of office. In the early years of the Parlia
ment of r66r, too, there was a knot of men verging 
towards Whiggish actions, if not towards Whiggish 
principles; Lord Robartes in the Upper and Sir William 
Coventry in the Lower House are examples, and this 
' Country Party,' as it was then generally called, had 
recruited itst:>lf from many discontented old Cavaliers 

\' and courtiers ; it had, indeed, achieved a signal victory 
over Charles in 1673, but that was because of the shadow 
of Popery on the wall, which instantly rallied a majority 
against the Crown. Shaftesbury's motives, however, I 
take to have been ambitious and factious~the triumph 
of his party by any and every means. That there were 
good Whigs, who followed him in ignorance of this, I 
do not for a moment deny, still less do I deny that 
the Whig party, when settled in the saddle, bec'!me 
more respectable and occasionally governed England well. 
But they, even more than the Tories who opposed 
them, were born in faction and were never able to free 
themselves from their birth-stain. 

Shaftesbury is an extraordinarily interesting figure
a 'breathing corpse' if you looked at his person, 
suffering from a constant running sore,-~ man of deep 

I Algernon Sidney, executed 1683. 
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reJJ,Lr;g •. ~*~,lliil!l&~!S>~i<:~1·~PrulQ§9P~i£!!l~g;t1dX!theo
l£g~~j~21Jl!J ... ~gr_~~t ... p,h}J~pl.l~J::.WJl¢2~ke, 
a Royalist in the Civil War, a trusted administrator of 
the Protector, an _intimat'e friend of Charles II. for the 
first twelve years of his , reign, tolerant in advance of 
his age, perhaps because of his latitudinarian principles ; 
~he first man who, from' the . House of Lords, swayed 
at once a majority in the House of Com:mons and in the 
City of,London, and who waged, almost successfully, 
for seven years, a contest against one of the wariest 

. and most unscrupulous Kings who ever sat on a throne. 
His first allies were perhaps the Duke of Buckingham 
and Lord Wharton ; soon there gathered round him 
t~~.,&~Q;..4~~sex;'·of Carlisle (a Howan:l.), and Salisbury 
(a· Cecil) ; Lord Falcon bridge, Cromwell's son~in-law ; 

good old Holles, 1
· 'Y.i1\i<;PE~.\?I;fi...,.R1hss~ll. Lord Grey of 

Wark and Lord Howard of\Escrick; the last two were 
men of disreputable character who betrayed their own 
side after its defeat: Ge~rge Savile, Viscount and 
subsequently Marquis of Halifax. of whom anon, was 
prepared to go a long waY. with this party. but not the 

.. whole way. It is Shaftesbury, then, who is the first 
" true party leader,· prepared to go the whole way, to do 

anythiJ!g in order to catch votes. and it must be 
admitted that he used. very ·dirty tools. He was· not, 
as , later Whigs professed to be, the champion of 
Holland, or of Flanders, or of liberty abroad ; foreign 
politics, the naval strength and hono~r of England, 
are merely cards in his hand. It is noticeable that, 
while the party soon came to command an immense 
majority in the Commons, it had, in that· House, only 
one man of note-William, Lord Russell ; jts-mo,s.t~ 

1 The last surviving leader of Eliot's party of 1629. 
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famous Commoner, Algernon Sidney, could never get 
, a seat in Parliament. In the Lords, before r68q, it 
~·· never had a majority at all ; it relied, therefore, mainly 

on the rank and file of the Lower House-many of 
whom had been enthusiastic Royalists in r66r. It 
speaks, therefore, volumes either for the suspicion en
gendered by Charles' want of system in government, or 
for the abilities of Shaftesbury, that these men, mainly 
rich country squires and merchants, were content to 
follow the latter as they did in his campaign against 
the Crown. 

Somewhere about the year 1674-5 King Charles 
began to give his mind to home politics more seriously 
than before. He was well served by Secretary Coventry 
and other administrators, and the wealth and credit of 
the country were growing steadily in spite of the im
morality of the Court and the factiousness of the Parlia
ment. He got in Danby a Treasurer of conspicuous 
ability, whose views on home politics were those o~ 

Clarendon, and who, in foreign matters, favoured and 
' made an alliance with Holland-i!l?t the thing, one 

would have thought, to appeal to the Parliament which 
had denounced the alliance with France. Danby, who 
had no scruples, no friends 'except his own impu
dence,' and none too much money at his disposal, at
tempted to build up a counter-party in the Commons 
by direct bribery of honourable members, and was no 
doubt the first Minister. of the Crown to bribe on any 
seriou?_Sfa!e .. He played his game well, but Charles 
was playing a deeper game still, and never gave him 
a free hand. Charles was still negotiating with Louis 
for supplies, and was holding over Louis' head the 
threat of a close alliance with Holland, Spain and the 
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Emperor, against. whom Louis continued to fight until· 
the Peace of Nimeguen in August, '78. Against these 
negotiations Danby protested in vain .. The reat object . 
of the King was to keep Englimd neutral in this war, 
and to be paid for doing so: With this view he agreed,
in the autumn of 'n:to the marriage of his niece Mary 
of York with her cousin William of Orange, and even 
gave the _bride away; with the same view he promised 
to Louis, from time to time during the decade '7o-'8o, 
successive prorogations and: dissolutions of Parliament, 
and winked at that monarch's aggressions on the 
Southern borders of Flanders, which a more patriotic 
King would have instantly opposed. 

Parliament, indeed, sat· little during Danby's tenure 
of office; there was a prorogation of over a year, 
March, '74, to April, '75· It is to be noticed that these 
prorogations were made easy to the .. King by fierce 
quarrels between the Houses,·whenever they met, mainly 
on points o£. ' privilege.' Danby was allowed in the 

j latter month to bring in a Test Bill to exclude. from 
~ both Houses of Parliament both Catholic and Protestant 

'

Dissenters, but Shaftesbury led,a fierce opEositi~n agaffist 
h1m, and gave thereby the first proof of .. h1s power: 
he intrigued with old republican exiles in Holland ; he 
founded the ' Green Ribbon Club,' nominally for the 
purpose of burning the Pope in effigy, really as a centre, 
il1 which the parliamentary and non-parliamentary 
opposition to Charles could meet and lay plans of agita
tion.· There was a very brief Session in '76, followed by 
a fifteen months' prorogation, and, at the next meeting, 
in February, '77, Shaftesbury began to raise the cry for 
a new Parliament ; he and his fr!,pnds maintained that 
a prorogation for over a year should, ipso facto, cause 
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a di~solution. 

Together with 
Tower by the 

This time his effort was in vain. 
three other Peers he was sent to the 
Lords themselves ; he remained there 

for over a year, and had to make an abject submission 
in order to be let out. Charles and Danby appeared in 
'77 to be completely triumphant over the first effort of . 
the Whigs ; the King professed zeal for the Dutch cause 
and even got a considerable grant of money from Parlia
ment, with which he equipped his Fleet; he also recalled 
and disbanded the few remaining British troops which 
were still in the French service. 1 

Louis began to be very uneasy ; he had no wish to -see Charles united with the English people in the Dutch 
interest, and he therefore began to bribe himself a 
party in the English Parliament. The King of Spain 
and the Emperor, with far emptier pockets, were trying 
to do the same. Louis' main agent was a fat little 
Ambassador called Barillon, who resided for a long period 
in England, and made himself agreeable in society in spite 
of his dirty habit of paring his nails in public. Barillon 
has left on record that it became increasingly difficult 
to fathom the aims of the King of England. But his 
bribes were not without success : the Whig leaders 
promised to refuse Charles money for a French war. 
Shaftesbury (a very rich man), Russell and Holies would 
not take bribes, and, by r68o, Holies had turned his 
honest back on the party that rested on them ; but the 
others, including the ' lofty republican patriot' Algernon 
Sidney, took their thousand guineas with great com-

1 One regiment, 'The Buffs,' had returned from France at 
the date of the First Dutch War. Another, 'The Royal Scots,' 
originally in the Swedish service, had been in France from r668-
70. Neither of these was disbanded. 
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placency, and .the result \vas that Cl{~;les wa.s 'pot able 
:o pose as an armed mediat~i- at the Peace"'of~N!megueii; 
August, · 1678. Three . months before that he:-'had to 
apply to Louis again for cash. and Danby was ~made ~o 
write a letter demanding it--c-a letter which nearly .cost 
the writer his head. · 

This Peace in fact marked the·height of Loujs' po~er 
in Europe, but it was concluded at the expense of Spain 
and the Empire, rather than of Englancl or Holland. 
Charles, then, had reason to be fairly satisfied, for he had 
certainly never desired to· go· to war against France, and 
only pretended to desire it as a move in the game against 
the Whigs. But the Whigs 'had discredited themselves 
also, for they had clamoured for -war with France, and 
yet had refused the King the men and the money to wage 
it with ! Suddenly· a new weapon fell into their hands. 
The Reverend (?) Titus Oates, son of an ex-chaplain of· 

Pride's, __ hiJ¥~,¥},t~.m.tst-~"'l~~.!JiW~§R<!c~/?:~i~PQ~~~lgiurn, 
a)_r:~~tdyj~~'!JJi?.;tY--HJJ:Jh~&~js~~~RA:~cte~~9r~P~:f~·~FYJ,;r~t.grned 
t9s:L-2!JJi.\m.Jw..ru..§~g~,jl} k~IWM#O:S~7,_8.-. With 
the aid of a London clergyman named Tonge, whom he 

gulled, ~ate~~.o1J.ght~OJlt.._~~~-£>.ll:;;,IIJ.!lgistrate 
called Godfrey, and ~eposited_ withl}i,r:n~~ce.:rt;:tinJ),3J~~J;,',; it 
-. . --··.;c~~~-~~tl"'<lv~~---
wa:s~copy·"of"a story whidi, in August '78, he,. Oates, 
found· mean,s to tell to the King. The tale was that th~ 
Jesuits had a plot on foot to kill Charles, and, if brother 
James refused to become their instrument in a wholesale 
massacre and revolution which was to follow, to kill 
brother James as well. · 

Now there is no doubt that the Catholics were deeply 
disgusted with Charles, for he owed· them much, and 
had failed to protect them ; aft~r the defeat of his 
Declaration of Indulgence he hardly seemed to. try to 
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do so, and he had accepted the Test Act without a 
struggle. At the same time the lay Catholics and secular 
priests were loyal to the core, and it was their great 
misfortune, as it was that of their faith all over Europe, 
that the Jesuits would not let them rest in this loyalty. 
The most active English Jesuit was the Duchess of York's 
secretary, Edward Coleman. Louis had used him as a 
bribery agent, and he kept up a constant correspondence 
with French and Roman Jesuits. That correspondence 
unquestionably reveals a ' design ' of some sort. That 
correspondence, or at least the fact of it, was vaguely 
known to Oates ; he had probably heard of it from 
Belgian Jesuits. Warnings· of something of the kind, 
from loyal Catholics, had reached the King before the 
pretended revelation of Oates. That some movement 
of ' force unlawfully directed against authority' in the 
interest of the Jesuits was contemplated, is certain. 
What is not certain is how much James knew ; the case 
as put by the latest authority (Mr. John Pollock, ' The 
Popish Plot,' 1903) certainly looks black against him. 
Oates at any rate began, at the end of September, to 
accuse by name enormous numbers of people (leading 
Catholic Peers among them) of a design to kill the King. 

t He_was examine_d jn C~uncil, and the King pronounced 
: him "a most lying knave"; but, when Coleman's house 

was searched, incriminating papers were found, and the 
~h~le_ t~wn was thrown i]lto a. violent ' No Popery ' 
fervour. Numerous Jesuits and other Catholics were 
arrested on the bare word of Oates. The terror and 
suspicion were increased when Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey, 
the magistrate. ~ho had received Oates' deposition, was 
found mysteriously dead in the outskirts of London 
on October 17th. His death is one of the favourite 
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' 0Y~er:ie~ ~ .. .9t-IJi~~~'~h~ ~tn~~j:~J:~~~9!l9-.P~""-con: 
jecture seems to be that Oates had deposited with 
Godfrey papers implicating . the leading Jesuits to an 
extent which he was afterwards unable to . prove, but 
which they knew to bt? near the truth, and that to get · 
possession of these papers they murdered Godfrey. It 

· also looks as if Godfrey, who was a friend of Coleman, 
had given him some sort of warning, and even as if 
Godfrey had anticipated his own fate. · 

In the month of Godfrey's murder, October '78, Parlia
ment met, and Shaftesbury at once reorganized his party 
on the basis of the 'Popish Plot' : the _!!S'~use~ord.~red 

~JErri!~,s ... 9L.fuy;~~tigaJi9J1,'""~~-I!tfi~~c .. <!-1.h£!!f*E~~rs to 
th~. I~'Y~t:,s<!~~an1,~3:,~~~:glli?~~-1~2J"~.e:.t=>l~~..ft_om 
London, and passed a Bill for ever excluding them from l'; 
both Houses. Oates became. their hero. their idol. and,. 
as he found people believed anything he said, he naturally 
went on to invent fresh and fresh lies. He soon found ~ 

imitators~ Bedloe, Dangerfield, Prance, etc. ; he was 
lodged at Whitehall, and no one dared to contradict 
him. The King had simply to stand by and bide his 
time. Shaftesbury more than hinted that 'Somerset 
House' (the Q~een's residence) knew all about the Plot. 
Parliament fell UJ,lOn Danby:, excellent Protestant though~ 
he was known to be, as an easy victim, and impeached_ 
him for the . late secret letter to France, which. the 
English Ambassador at Paris had revealed out of personal 
spite. At the same time it demanded the dismissal of 

James from the Privy Council, :lllslft~.X~~~gg~~g~i~ 
exclusion from the succession. 
~ a ·-f:f";ii;~eF~~,~~;;,.;-- ·. 

The King was in a very tight place ; he certainly had 
' . 

no cause to love or trust brother James, but he didn't at 

first believe any of Oates' tales. 1\§..Jgr.Jl~,Jf*J!..~rJ~~ 
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h_ad 3:lready thrown Claren~on to the wolves, and been 
none· the worse for it ; yet to save Danby he dissolved 
in J an'u~ry, 'zg, h-is eighteen-year-old Parliament, and 
~alled a new one to meet in March .. The Green Ribbon 
Clul:?._.<!-.Lo~e- 'Regan a fiercf etection campaign, in which, 
it is said, freeholds were for the first time actually created 
in the counties in order to multiply votes. The ' Ex-

': elusion of the Popish Successor ' and ' Vengeance for the 
\ Popish Plot ' were the leading cries. The result was an 

overpowering Whig majority in the Lower House. Those 
who, in our own days, cry out for a ' Single Champer ' 
and denounce the hereditary legislators, might well take 
a look at those fateful years r6zg-8r. The vengeance 
that the Commons now demanded against whole cate
gories of innocent persons was as blind, as ignorant and as 
bloody as anything in the history of the French Revolu
tion. Luckily the House of Lords, though sharing much 
of this fanaticism, kept some measure of common sense. 
Parliament, however, had to deal with a King of the 
deepest craft, now thoroughly roused to play the game to 
the end for its own sake-one might almost say for the 
mere sport. Charles could at any moment have bought 
peace, overwhelming popularity and a rich supply of 
money, if he had wholly given way to the Whigs. He has 
been compared to an angler who has hooked a big salmon 
(he was fond of swearing by' God's fish') which he plays 
with consummate skill : as long as the fish is in rough 
water, going down stream at a fearful pace, and the banks 
are steep and rocky, he simply has to give it line and hold 
on ; it dashes over the last cataract, and thinks to break 
him·-and get to sea ; but he has still some line left, and, 
to the astonishment of the fish, it finds itself in a long, 
deep, smooth pool. Its last floppings are not dignified, 
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and the angler with' a smile .reels in and ge,tS ,his, gaff ; ; 
h 

>,.- '~. • ...... ·~: __ • ~<<:'·; .. ;;:':. 
orne. . , . . . .·.< , __ . ., .• '.<,\' ..... '::_:·.~-· 
The King's first move .was to take a. Minis,tr.yparfly;, ~ 

sel~cted from the-· Opposition .. He !lla~e- Shaftesl:)iifi;_ ~
almost against his will, President .of thlCi:mncil; Essex;a_·_, 
Commissioner of the Treasury, Russ~ll, Sir William t~rripl~: . 
and Halifax Privy Councillors~ and Lord· Sunde;land·, · . 
a· young man of whom we shall hear again, Secretary of 

(State. I:Ie professed that he would -be guided always by a · . 
f Privy Council of thirty members, half at least of -whom 
l,shol,lld always be members of the Houses .. The scheme 
t is attributed t~ :remple ; more probably it was _Sun_der- ; 
~-land's. _It was m some measure a 'ne~ Constltutwn,' :-: 
\~a feeling towards the system of Cabinet governinent; ;_ ·' 
~The most important • inclusion --was.· that of Halifax,. 
This remarkable man. George·Savile,:\vas a grandsop: of.. 
Strafford's sister · his father had·· been· the:c 1ntibiaf~ 
friend of Selden, and had suffered loyally for Charles I. 
The son had been made a peer in '68;. He ha(drifted · 
over to Shaftesbury's side, partly in admiration of the· 
latter's talents, partly because he largely agreed with- his 
opmwns. Both were latitudinarians, both professed 
toleration, but~ Halifax really believed in it, as he also 
believed in compromise. His learning and wit were 
as great as Shaftesbury's, his patriotism far more tru~. · 

(::_l;latl~§ ... had..;q~tl}erJo.,..~i?Jikeq,~~rl!,~J~s . ..le~l!Y .... ~,ar~d · 
him~p,g~..Jl.~<Lll.Sf,lilm~<lx.4!~lllJR.;;:hi~~4lg!J.~h.~?:l):9... Not 
that Halifax, if he had. ever been a Whig, deserted the 
Whigs.,-he was inclined to. go great lengths in Whiggery ; 
we shall see presently what he was not prepared to do.· 

The Whigs in fact put themselves in the wrong by 
a~cepting office. Charles sent James out of the kingdom 

· -to Brussels, and then to Scotland : this· did not satisfy· 
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them, and the King had no intention that this or any
thing else should satisfy them. They prepared the 
impeachment of the five Popish Lords; he professed to 

. approve : they took up Danby's impeachment again ; 
\} {Charles cheerfully let him go to the Tower. They 

proposed to the King to divorce the Queen, whom Oates 
had already accused of high treason ; Charles, while 
carefully protecting Katharine against Oates, allowed 
their leaders to think he would consider the matter of 
divorce. He even consented to the passin~ of a Habeas 

;;;corpus Act, which_ turned the old Common Law right 
\ into a Statutory right, and practically made it im

possible to keep suspected persons in 'prison without 
brin in them to trial. Then in May a Bill was intro

~i'i duced and carried in the Lower House to exclude James 
from the succession. Charles at once prorogued, and 
soon afterwards dissolved Parliament. __ 

By giving way as far as he had done, the King had 
induced Shaftesbury to think he would swallow any
thing. He had a natural son, James Crofts, whom he 
had made Duke of Monmouth, a handsome, vain, empty
headed lad, who gave himself away to the Whigs, and 
who now allowed Shaftesbury to ' run ' him as candidate 
for the succession. A better candidate would have been 
the Prince of Orange at once, or rather the Prince's wife, 
Mary of York; and to this it is possible that Halifax, 
whose foresight taught him to believe in William, might 
have agreed. But from an avowed bastard his whole 
mind recoiled ; and Shaftesbury spoilt his cause by 

. getting up a rumour, to which Charles gave most solemn 
'- denial, that the King had really been married to Mon

mouth's mother, a woman of low character. This insult 
and the firm support of Halifax gave the King courage 
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to dismiss Shaftesbtiry and his followers from th~ new · 
Privy Council, October, '79. 'Laurence Hyde, the second 
son of Clarendon, became First Lord of the Treasury, 
and Sidney Godolphin ~arne to sha_r_e with_ Sund~rland 
the duties of Secretary of Sta~e. · 

Meanwhil~; .. frQID.,4h~-eJ:t'Lll3n,:~i~~tJli.~~~l~ of 
• J esuits~ap.d~oth~J.., ~.f~~-"'H~~P.m.~~~E,~g,.Bf;~!?t;~ngLin 
t.Q._e..,.Elet~hg.Q.,~l>~e.u,.gQi!!g:,.Q~Si!i'lU~J.lt:fif;,oq_,.intS!41J§.8.r. 
1}.t9g.~t.h~,&.Yt~r'"tltii"'tY"~"R~P'?f>P§J<W~f¥<~qn~~rnfle_dy.,ti£l_eath, 
mo~tlY.,.,.011,-the.-fa:ls~,y~*icle.n.~~gt*"I!1~~~Ws~~~§~.aii_d 
~ge. Their lives were- sacrifice~. to ~he (lggressive 
policy of Shaftesbury and .the d~fensive po~icy of the 
King. Strangely_ enough, whatever truth lay at the 
bottom of the matter, neither Shaftesbury,,who directed 
the ~torm, no~- the judges, who tri~d the cases, knew. 

--... -- -~ - .._. __ r ... ,- ,.., _..._ 

.If the King knew, it is probable that Halifax knew also; 
but we have no means ~£ knowing ~h~tiliTifi~g-~ew, 
and, till we can say that he knew so:t:nething definite, 
we must brand him and Halifax too with the crime of 
going with the stream, and sacrificing lives which th~y. 
believed to be . innocent. The issue was now· 'clear. 

' ~ -- . 
Charles 'would rather see his son l].anged than legitl.mize 
him.' Monmouth, who had been allowed to put down 
a rebellion· of the Scottish Covenanters in the summer, 
was banished to the Hague, where William doubtless 
learned to know him for the empty ass he was. All the 

' ~-
:!t~~P~!.w.?i~ZJ?;::p~~-!~~~~,imt 
~petitions for an. early meeting of. Parliament poured in 
i upon the King, together with petitions of loyalty pro-· 
l' fessing ' abhorrence ' of the Whigs' movements ; from 

I this circu~stance arose the names of ~Petitioners ' and 
'Abhorrers,' soon to be merged in. those of 'Whigs' 

I and 'Tories.' Shaftesbury g_?t yp,a~on~ other things, 
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pretended plots against his own life; or perhaps there 
may have been some grains of truth in these also; 
certainly the Jesuits, whose. bac)zs were now to the 
wall, would not stick .at a. little assassination. The 
temper of the City was ' well. shown on ' Queen 
Elizabeth's Day' (November· 17th), r679, when, in the · 
presence of a hundred. th·o~sa~d spe~tators, there was 
a great procession· frqm Whitehall' to Temple Bar, in 
which the Pope and the Ii~vil; _ ' at~ended by boys in 
surplices, with a train of bishops,. ~ardinals and friars,' 
w~r~ carried past the poor Queen's windows and- the 
Pope was burned· at .. Temple Bar ; the Lord Mayor had 
told the.King it w~uld be i~possible to stop .this show 
and dangerbus to attempt it. But the tide'·was now be
giiuiing · t.o. turn, though the Whi~ fish ·~as· still tearing 
·unconsciously down-stream to meet ·it. -·The evidence 

' . 
given by Oates on the trial of Sir George Wakeman, the 
Queen's physician, had been gravely sh~keh. Wakeman 
had been acquitt~d, and Scroggs, C.J., had 'said some 
very hard things to Oates ; and when, at .. the end of 

· :r68o, Lord Stafford, the oldest and most venerable of 
the five Catholic Peers impeached for the plot, was at 
last brought to trial before· the House of Lords, there 
was good reason to expect an acquittal. . To the Kings' 
great su~prise and disgust _he was · found guilty. New 
witnesses had arisen, whose credit his feeble and rambling 
deft:nce failed to shake. The King dared not pardon 
him, for, if he was to triumph in the end, he must not 
appear to be ' defeating the ends of justice.' Moreover 
it was on the Lords that the King relied most, and it 

·. was a majority of twenty-two Lords who had condemned 
Stafford. But the end was not far off. 

·Six months earlier Shaftesbury had indicted James as 
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• ··.·a P<;>pi~~ ·rec:usal{t, ;.,th!=Jligh:d~e; J:u_dge~~-h~ad-.}ria:t?-aged. to 

r::ir~e~eJ1i~:~~~t_q~~~~:~q;~r~3#9~~¥.(1i§~~~j~i;}~f~lcij ·j;·The, _ 
· .. lf:hew,_,P<,u:)~~rp:e-g:t,.i:;h;~trti'i<Qpto~Enf:8q;:~an4.·GJ;i3,tl~s;offered· . 

\~~!~~t~~f~i!3::E~i.~~t~~~~~~~~~~!~r;,;: 
7n~·outside-~tl:i~iiJ.$~1;\r~~/: a:n9- · t:>'asse·d tM ;Exelii~rcin:.:Bm-;-:at::, -· 
~::.<!rice~: ;~t!ie)rtoxds7-):i~ainly 'owill.g . .tci ·ui~ ·bi:.lH:iaiir:r:e:a~6ning '· . 
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'• - • ~ ~:·-or . ., ~~ (;'- 'J •• ~ .: .~:~ ,·_;;' • ··:·'· •• • ' ~~-. ; ~ 

;~ ·.~s:. -T~\ei'~9.J,l·:tli<; "c~~mons·, not.._ conte~t;-~i_t~ ·=~~t~?.~~~k. 
·. · .. ·stipply;:vi;>f_ed· that . any one who· helped- t!{e, !Ung?\vitJ:i~/-; 
· ,· ~OI}eij;~w~:_dtl: ~-~nemy ·to the ldngdo~-: · ci'~if1i.a.r ~~~ ~{~::.";;,_ 
-. ' •. - ...... ,.,. . . . - . ~ .;. ~-. :- -.:~- •. ~ l.•·! _!;··-·- ,.:. ; 

. fa6t.Ar.~ely: snggested Ill the Whigs.' Gamp. ' In :Jianb~ry,'::~~-
. . . . ~- ·.! 1' ... ' ' • - • . ~ . . : ~;- • " 

. <8r, :<::harles ·:suddenly dissolved -Parliament .and Galled.·~:'.': 

~'a ne~_.'Qri~ .to. meet- at. Oxford on Match zrst:~;~l:i;:ha!i:"';, 
-'~·as~~teg::.J.iim?.~l£,' .. by a · __ good. supply-of :m~r1ef'fr,oitf'~/· 

F r~n_c~,:S:;.;~sp:~jng ·able t9 hold .on ·.for . the · next three.". , 
year~: .. ;.§fi,h~~~l~nd, \vho' had advised' hi& master to' • 

. - • . • .!> .. • 

give way. to the Whigs a:p.d recognize. Mopmouth as his 
,heir: wa;; d~smissed, and 'not reinstated until '83:: .. .'· ' 

'C?' Shaftesbury 'went to the .countrY' with the old cries?:. 
~Of. r6zg, yet more shrill: ' The Bill, the wh~le Bill, an~~ ~< 
:. nothing but the Bill of Exclusion ! ' ' No ," Arbitrary:'~ 
~-; 'Dissolution:.· of~. Parliament! ' _ 'No· Standing Army~·!:' 
1 ·::and Monmouth (Jam-es Crofts) for· heir,_ ofG'reat Britain 
. · ::and Ireland i · The sa!d Crdfts returned from exile: a:h.d 

· . went about allowing Green ·Ribbonites to worship- him. '.: 
The Whig Peers rode to O"'ford {~ arms and accom- · 
panied by armed retainers ; the King for his part took 

. a troop of Lifeguards with him... Both re~ainers . and
Lifeguards', it was thought, would be . needed. '.Oddly -· 
ei1ough the future George I., then .. ' courting the Lady 
Anne,' paid a visit to Oxford about the same time : he ; · 

'' 
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did not reveal his thoughts on the points at issue between 
cousin Charles and his subjects; George was not given 
to revealing his thoughts, and the lady Anne ultimately 
married another George, Prince of Denmark, in his 
stead. The undergraduates were sent down, which 
must have been a great disappointment to them, before 
the King arrived on March 14th. On his way to Christ 
Church, where he lodged, gownsmen 1 crowded round 
his carriage crying out, 'The Devil hang up the Round
heads.' whereat His Majesty smiled and seemed pleased. 
Carfax blazed with bonfires, but without Rumps (which 
Antony Wood thought a pity). On the 17th the King 
went to Burford races. The Queen. who only felt safe 
when she was near her husband, lodged at Merton. 
Shaftesbury, who had tried to get his friend Locke to hire 
a whole College for him, was obliged to put up with about 
half of Balliol ; his servants no doubt would go across 
and drink at that 'horrid, dingy, scandalous alehouse, 
where the Balliol men, by continual bubbing, do add art 
to their natural stupidity.' These, by the way, told their 
Master, ' who spoke to them of ti;,e mischiefs of that 
hellish liquor called ale,' that the Vice-Chancellor's men (i.e. 
Trinity men) do the same thing at The Split Crow. The 
Vice-Chancellor seems to have defended the practice :
" There is no hurt," says he, " in ale." Mr. Prideaux, 
who tells of this scandal, was a Christ Church man, but 
he was afterwards obliged to own that the students of 
' the House ' ' owed £r,soo in ticks at The Mermaid.' 

Oxford tradesmen, in spite of a regular tariff posted 
up by the Vice-Chancellor, were evidently charging 
'Commemoration prices,' for even that pestilent Whig 

1 Presumably Dons, who were then bolder in expressing sound 
opinions than they are to-day. 
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Alderman William Wright, M;P., at whose house 
Monmouth lodged, was not above asking Shaftesbury 
twenty shillings a bushel for. oats, 1 and declaring it was 
cost price ! The Lords sat in· the G~ometry School on 
the first floor of the 'Schools,' and the Commons in the. 
Convocation House ·itself,;_ this was: however found 
inconveniently small. The King on the zrst, in a crafty 
speech, made his last offer, well knowing: that it would 
be. refused ; James,. )le said,. should be banished the 
kingdom and Mary of Orange-·act as Regent for him; 
any son James had should be eaucated as a Protestant 
-only let the title of King remain to its lawful owner·; 
to the elevation of Monmoqth he, Charles, would never 

' consent. But not a word of this would Shaftesbury's 
party hear. Exclusion. and Exclusion alone would 
satisfy them.. For six days 2 the Commons were perfe~tly 
confident. Charles pretended to be preparing the Shel
donian Theatre- for their better accommodation. But 
on the 28th he suddenly appeared 'in his robes in the 
Lords,-sent for the Coll1mons, and said, " My Lords and 
~entlemen,. that all the world may see to what a point 
we are come," etc., and dissolved his last ParliarneJ!t. 
He had gauged the turn of the tide with perfect accuracy ; 

t the Whig fish had altogether mistaken it, and had sperit 

1 The ways of Oxford tradesmen were no do·ubt <J,lways 
inscrutable, but I am bound to add that the price quoted sounds 
incredible. it is, however, given by Mr. Christie, usually a very_ 
accurate writer, in his 'Life of Shaftesbury;' vol. ii., p. 396. 
Lord Shaftesbury's papers ·are now, in excellent order, at the • 
Record Office, but I searched them in vain for this letter, which 
was written by. John Locke on February 6th:; nor is anything 
known of the letter at St. Giles House, Cranborne, the seat of 

. the present Lord Shaftesbury. 
2 Mar_ch 27th was a Sunday. 
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its furious strength in vain; the angler's iron wrist had 
but to reel in, and his triumph was complete. 

The strength of the reaction must not, however, be 
overstated. ' The country,' i.e. the intelligent upper 
classes, felt that anything was better than civil war, the 
dreadful period of which every one of middle age could 
remember. The Whigs were preparing for civil war, 
simply to set a bastard on the throne of Great Britain. 
The alternative was a Papist, and we hated it ; but 
it couldn't be helped. We would do our best to be loyal 
to him ; and when he became King we tried very hard 
to be so. The humour of the situation is reached when 
we learn from Bishop Burnet that, on William's next 
visit to Charles, in July of that same year, the King 
prophesied to his nephew exactly what James would 
do when he became King; and many people have 

{) therefore not unnaturally said, 'Would not Charles 
V" t have been wiser to agree with his Parliament? ' The 

' answer must be a thousand times, No. In the first place 
this acute if unscrupulous man saw that his Parliament 
did not represent any enduring wish of the sober part 
of the English people; the Whig majority was a' scratch' 
majority, based on a temporary terror, fanned by the story 

1 of the Plot. In the secon~L place, the C~o:wn would have 
been for ever degraded by being placed on the head of 
the son of Lucy Walters. Charles saved. the Majesty of 
the Crown, whateve'r that was worth-and it is worth very 
much-and handed it on with a lustre that the Revolution 
of r688 could not impair, that even the four Georges 
could scarcely dim. But for the wicked King Charles 
there would have never been a good Queen Victoria . 

. _ .... ~.;!.- •. ..;.... ~ 

Shaftesbury was now reduced to planning either open 
or secret risings, which every hour made more and more 
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.certain to faiL Plots there could be, and even: assassina
tion plots ; the Whiggery of the (,ity of London had beeri _, 

· very violent and would die very hard. Halifax sugge~ted 
Shaftesbury's immediate· arrest; and. he was ·arrested in 
July and sent to the To~er under a charge of high.heason. 

J~~t,be[qr~"h&-~Ji,9&~mh€r-s~DI"yden~. 
s~t .·t.he~r~!i .• T.iJ!gi.ng~wiifh,.;;his'Egw~t~~~t>saJom •• 

~~~--. .AcJ;iJ<?Ph,~(!~~~Jl~WM~~r~·~ee 
II. Sam. xv-xviii). But, at the trial, Whig Sheriffs .of . 
course impanelled a Whig Grand Jury, and ' no . true * 

bill' was found. Shaftesbury; however, on his· release, 
failed in an attempt to prosecute for perjury the wit
nesses who had appeared against , him. All r682 the 
reaction grew, and all the attempts of the Whig leade(s 

to raise forces were in vain. T~.se#fkp,fl~r~~l}.OW 

redl!c.:_~.:,~~~£/J}~~~~~Wiirk;· 
•Wiliiill'iii:ord Russell,~Algemon Sidney_ and Shaftesbury 
.•h1in~~t.-r~~~~'r~as· 
~ ··. . 
obliged to go into hiding in t_he ~ast end of Londo.n, and, 
when Monmouth was arrested, he lost heart and fled 
in disguise to Holland. That hospit<:tble country was 
already full of exiles of his party, but an Amsterdam 
burgher must be excused if he greeted Shaftesbury with 

·the quip, "Carthago~nondum est deleta." In a few weeks, 
·January, '83, the great Whig leader was dead. _Assassina
tion plots remained the last card of his defeated followers, 
and for two of these. brought to light in r683, Russell and 
Sidney suffered death. It is probable that ~11 at 
least was innocent of any intention to kill ; he was, 
however,_actively plotting insurrection, and so has become 

·a Whig martyr. In both cases the law of treason was 
severely strained by the Judges, especially in the case of 
Sidney, when an unpublished republican manuscript 
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was allowed to count as evidence against the prisoner. 
The more famous of the two designs, called the ' Rye 
House Plot,' to kill Charles and James at a lonely post
house near Hoddesdon on their way home from New
m~ was _o:[""g?;.l).iz~d by two men called Ferguson and 
Rumbold; the former, who had a perfect genius for plots 
and for escaping from their consequences, became a 
chaplain of Monmouth's in r685, and died as a Jacobite 
plotter ; the latter was an old 'agitator' of r649, and had 
been on guard at Charles I.'s scaffold-he would have 
been ' none the worse for a hanging ' at any time, and 
ended with being hanged for Argyll's rising. Essex 
saved himself from Russell's fate by committing suicide 
in prison, Lord Howard of Escrick by turning King's 
evidence, and Lord Grey by flight to Holland. Sidney's 
had been an extraordinary caree;r; he was_ a Percy as 
well as a Sidney ; he had fought at Marston Moor, had 
been -named, but had refused to si as one of Cha~les I.'s 
judges; had denounced Oliver for turning out the Long 
Parliament, had lived, now in high Catholic society at 
Rome, now with exiled regicides in Switzerland, and had 
vehemently supported the Dutch against his fatherland in 
r665. Even Shaftesbury had always distrusted him, and 
he had taken an enormous bribe from Barillon. But, as 
he said, he was ' manus hrec inimica tyrannis,' and, after 
Shaftesbury's flight, he led Essex and Russell by the nose. 
\On the rebellious City of London also vengeance was 

•. ~ On some triflingpretext its Charter was forfeited 
" and a new one granted, by which the Sheriffs and Alder

"men had to be approved by the Crown, and were given 
a veto on the elections of the Common Council-men. 

'Thus a Royalist Cornoration was ensured, Royalist juries. 
;could now be impanelled, and Royalist members would 
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2robably be returned to Parliament. f As for that body • 

it~_H,. cha~les 9.witmd.,.t&~~~ll~i.l~mtlii~ . 
reign-very nearly four years from the dissolution of the 
!"'!:lOr.,_~>'!>~<'-<'•'··'" . 
Oi'f~d Session; Halifax, it is true, urged him to summon 
it, but Halifax also interceded warmly for Russell's life~ 
Charles was no doubt hard up for cash, in spite of the 
excellent management of his Treasurer, Laurence Hyde, 
now Lord Rochester, but it was a condition to which 
he was welJ used, and his alliances, both with France 
and France's enemy William, seemed firmer than ever .. 

- ' . ~ 

Whether even his adroitness could have continued. to 
maintain this position long must be doubtful. Charles 
had frankly told William in r68r that there might be 
danger for the Netherlands, but that his own first duty 
was to save the Crown of E!J.gland .. ·He had managed 
to hold Louis back from an attack upon Luxe~ burg, in 
r68r, but failed to do so in r684. Monmouth had.given 
trouble in r682--,-he had been niaking quasi-royal pro
gresses in the West, and had•even 'touched' persons for 
the 'King's evil,' as the scrofula, healable only by royal 
touch, was called; he was therefore again banished in r683. 
The King died of an unknown 1 disease, which baffled the 
medical science of that day, on February 6th, r685; his 
last act was to accept the sacraments from a Catholic priest 
;ho had aided his escape from Worcester ; his last words 
were to apologize, with cynical politeness,. for' lia ving been 
such an unconscionable time in dying.' Indeed,.he must 
have been a man of extraordinary physical endurance to 
bear for five days the tortures of bi~eding and blistering 
with hot bricks, which the doctors applied to relieve him. 

1 Dr. Raymond Crawfurd has at length made a true diagnosis 
of Charles' disease, and is about to publish a monograph on the 
subject. 



CHAPTER II 

"JESUITS AND OTHER WICKED 
PERSONS" 

IF one put James II. into a book of fiction, people would 
say, "What an impossible character!" Other men who 
have thrown away crowns from sheer bigotry have had 
some substratum of goodness, or some personal charm, 
or it has been possible to weave some romance round 
them. James was bad, unromantic and a fool. 

King Solomon in his Proverbs distinguishes between 
two kinds of fools ; there is one who should be answered 
ac~ording to his folly, and .one who should not. James 
was equally incapable of profiting by either kind of 
answer. Louis XIV. honestly told him to seek his 
salvation in a close French alliance, to unwhig his people 
for ever, and to chastise them with scorpions if they 
resisted ; and, though much of this fell in with James' 

? particular brand of folly, he was too proud to take the 
\ advice. The loyal English Tories, on the other hand. 

told James that he must reign according to the old 
Constitution, and protect the Church of England ; 
Whiggery would then die a natural death. This advice 
he rejected even more contemptuously; and in forty-six 
months he had rushed blindly .on his fate. No king or 
man ever more richly deserved that fate: the supremacy, 
not the liberation of his own Church was what he meant 

56 
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-to bring 'about ; ; ~~d; ~is r8~~-:t.~:;~h~ w:as not-~:v~ti\haf 
o{ his .. own ·catholic s~bje~ts: ,v'hb:-~6~iy \v'clnte~~,peice 
and· quiet ; still .less -was· ··it that· ofth~:~·Pope,_.~h'o hated 
and dreaded Louis XIV.; but it \vas the.Chutch'.of the.· 

. French Jesuits, who were scheming to. set. thei/feet o~ 
the necks of Popes, Kings ahd peoples alike. james, . 
however, was .an inapt_ pupil of the Jesuits, for he was 

· a singularly inadequate liar and a11 ·even worse j11d,ge . 
df men. The Catholics whom he gathered round:'.hill1 ·_ . 
were inen · withqut character, ability. or position ill'· . 
the· country ; he would take to his. bosom the most 
ludicrous hypocrites if they_ pretended co:nversion ; he 
would tell his most loyal Tories that he would no longer 
employ them unless they would be. convertea: 'he was 
fond of saying that his father had been ruined '. bet;:ause · 
he had made conc~ssions,: and that he, J q,mes, ·meant to 
make none. But it was jtist b~cause he was in other 
respects · a-b<id, cheap copy of his father, that he 
died an exile ; of the private. virtues; of the dignity and 
courage of his lather in misfortune, he had no share. 

There was nothing altogether impossible, though much 
. that was inconvenient, in the position ·of a Catholic 
Sovereign ruling over Protestant subjects; there were 
other instances of it in Europe. Except in Spain 

· Catholics now seldom actually burned Protestan-ts; even 
James had made no serious attempts to convert his 
two daughters. But England and all Europe saw how 
Louis XIV. was persecuting French Protestants· who 
refused conversion, and it would therefore behove James 

' to walk very warily. At ~rst he promised to do so; he 
\was proclaimed King without a dog barking; he told 

his first Privy Council that ' no one should perceive his .. 
private opinions,' and that he would protect Church and 
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State as by law established. Of his first ' Cabinet,' 
Rochester, Godolphin, Halifax and Sunderland, we 
already know something. Rochester and his brother 
Clarendon, Viceroy of Ireland, were the hope of the 
' stern unbending Tories ' ; for right divine, non-resistance 
and all the rest of it ; a harsh, unpopular but honest 
pair. Godolphin was a good administrator, but had no 
influence. Halifax, the ablest living Englishman, soon 
found that he too had none, but as he did not scruple 
to give the most unpalatable advice in the most courtly 
language, he was soon dismissed. The man of the hour 
was Robert Spencer, Earl of Sunderland, Secretary of 
State, son of a hero who had fallen by Falkland's side at 
Newbury and of a lady who had been sung by poets as 
'Saccharissa' ; he was a strange product ofsuch parents. 
Dryden calls him 

A second Machiavel, who soared above 
The little ties of gratitude and love. 

When he thought Shaftesbury would win he had been 
quite ready to swallow the Exclusion Bill : he was now 
all for vengeance on the defeated Whigs; but, in case of 
accident, he used his wicked wife's lover, Henry Sidney, 
to convey treacherous intelligence to the Dutch Court. 
Though he took a large annual pension from France, it 
was he who prevented James from accepting the help 
of France in the crisis of r688. He turned Papist in 
that year, and Protestant again after the Revolution. 
But he had mental abilities and a grasp of politics only 
inferior to those of Halifax. 

King James also took much counsel of Sir George 
Jeffreys, Chief Justice, whom he made Lord Chancellor 
in the autumn of r685. Jeffreys was an exa12gerated 
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specimen of the ~acute but vulgar criminal lawyer,_ of 
which there have been plenty since his time. Lords 
Powis, Bellasys and Arundel were stupid and not dis-: · 
honourable Catholics ; Lord Dover clever and dishonour
able. ·Richard Talbot, Earl of Tyrconnel, belongs to 
Irish history. Edward Petre, the King's _Jesuit Clerk 
of the Closet and chief ad\'iser, was detested by the 
better Catholics, and distr.usted by. every one_ who knew 
him : the King vainly tried to get the Pope to make 
him a Cardinal or Archbishop of York ; but the Pope 
very handsomely snubbed __ Lord Castlemaine, who was 
sent to Rome on this errand. In fact the Pope would 
have nothing to say to any _of James' gang. 

The moderate sentiments which James had at first 
' . 

expressed lasted-very few weeks. His attempts in favour 
of Popery may be divided intotwo periods:~ in the first 
he- hoped to get the Church_ of England to consent ·to 
them ; in the second he tried an alliance with the Pro-. 
testant Dissenters against that Church. That which. 
operated fatally against both attempts was the state of 
Europe at the time. James was fifty-two years old, and 
his heiress was Mary, Printess of Ora_pge,_~~pious, brave, 
tender-hearted Protestant lady, wholly submissive to 
her husband. Her reign, therefore, would be the reign 
of William the . .,Dutchman, an invalid suffering badly 
from asthma, a Calvinist, famous for his taciturnity and 
unconciliatory manners; ' the plainest man ever seen 
and of no fashion at all,' Charles' courtiers had thought, 

·but one who concealed a soul of fire under a mask of ice. 
The fuel that fed that fire was hatred of Louis XIV. To 

. build up Eurdpean leagues against Louis, and to throw 
the weight ofth~English Navy and purse into their scale 
was the object 54i:William's life; and, in order to do this 

.. ;f.$ 

'"" 
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last, he was finally obliged to play in English politics 
the part of a· Whig. He never liked the part; could his 
wife have succeeded .her father in the course of nature 
and fairly soon, he might have led a united England 
against Louis. By temperament William was autocratic; 
he had had his bellyful of Republican sentiments and 
factious Whiggery at the Hague, and was still having 
it. But circumstances and the folly of 1 ames left him 
no choice. . Louis to some extent smoothed his path, for • 
the aggressive policy of France brought about in r686 
the League of Augsburg between Spain, the Emperor 
and some German States; moreover, by revoking his 
grandfather's 'Edict of Nantes,' Louis had flooded 
Europe with industrious Protestant exiles burning for 
revenge. In England enormous subscriptions were raised 

/?for these people, much to the disgust of King 1 ames. 
~V 1 ames called a Parliament in May, and it proved to be 

a High Church Tory Assembly, the most loyal that any 
Stuart King ever called. It voted him his brother's 
revenue at once, and did not press for the execution of 
anti-Catholic ·laws. While it was sitting the successful 
crushing · of two rebellions strengthened the throne a 
good deal. _The former of these, Argyll's, belongs to 
Scottish history ; 1 the latter, that of the Duke of 
Monmouth, was the last rebellion that ,had its roots in 
English soil. Each started from Holland, and originated 
in plots of Whig exiles there; but to William, of course, 
the success of either would have been fatal. Monmouth 
landed in 1 une near Lyme, Dorset, with only eighty
three companions. But Somerset was an old 'Parlia
mentary' district, and the bastard Duke had made 
many friends there in '82. He put forward an extremely 

1 Vide infra, p. 241. 



MONMOVTH'S REBELLION ·6r 
)-< ~; 

Whiggish declaration,, leaving::the 'que~·fion,.,p( ·hi~ 
'rights' to a free P-arliament, 'but brandipg 'his. uncle ' 

James as a tyrant; and his .progra.mme, ;equality p£. a~l '' . 
Protestants, animal Parliam~nts, e~c., proved;'attr.acti,::e : · · 
to the peasantry and the artisans· of the small towns.; 
So when he reache<;l Taunton, an old Whig ~tronghqld; 
he had · gathered round him ·some five thous.and )ll~ ·· 

f . '· ~ ,.. .. ..r -... • ~ •. ' 

armed men: and thereupon claim~d the Cr?wn ; n;any of . 
·the Militia, who were called out against hiin,- deserted, 
to his colours.'. But very few persons o~ suBstance. 
joined him, though he had hopes of help from Lord 
Delamere in . Cheshire. · Parlia~ent at once vot~d 

'{4oo,ooo for the Army, and attainted the Duke of high 
treason. Lords Feversham and Churchill led the regular 
troops, including t.he recently recalled garrison of Tangier 
under C~lonel Kirke; into the· West: . The Pretender 
was completely routed at Sedge_moor near B;idgwater: 
though the _Wesse~ peasants, armed with scythes,· 
fought most gallantly; anci :Kiike, · wh6 was entrusted 
_with their final suppression, decorated Som~set wit~: 
gibbets. The autumn Assize which followed was known 
(after the Revolution, when much legend ra.pid1y grew 
up) as the 'Bloody Assize,' 1 and Jeffreys, who presided 
at it, incurred much oblo<JJJ,y There were nearly four
teen: hundred prisoners to be tried for treaso11 in Dorset, 
Somerset and Devon ; sixty-five were executed at once, 
and during the next few months perhaps as many ag~in, 
but the majority were allowed to ·ransom themselves, or 

1 The first use I have found of the word is in an anonymous 
Dutch book, 'by D. v. H.,' now in the library of the Athenamm 
Club, published in 16go, called 'Englands Staatsveranderingen 
vertoond in het Leven van. Jacobus II.,' and evidently written 
by some one who accompanied.William's expedition to England; 
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were transported to America. Jeffreys, who was accused 
of taking bribes from the relations of some prisoners, 
said, after his own fall, that the King had urged him 
to much greater severity. 

During the rebellion James, in defiance of the Test 
Act, had employed some Catholics in his Army, and 
Halifax, who remonstrated against this, had been dis
missed. .What would the loyal Houses of Parliament 
say? They reassembled in November, just after James 
had outraged public feeling by prohibiting the celebra-

. tion of 'the Fifth' ('no bonfires or squibs allowed'). 
James made a long speech to them, pointed out, with 
some truth, how inefficient the Militia had proved, and 
asked for a large increase of the regular Army. Then 
with incredible folly he went on to stir gratuitously the • 
question of the employment of Catholics, which perhaps 
might have been passed over in silence, and said he was 
determined to keep them. This was too much for the 
Commons, who, by the mouth of a typical Tory, Sir 
Edward Seymour,' that proud and saucy man,' protested· 
emphatically against anything of the kind. A. vote of 
[7oo,ooo for the Army was carried, but James wantonly 
threw this away in his anger at the protest, which in the 
Lords, led by Halifax, Devonshire and Bishop Compton 
of London, had been even more emphatic. On the 
tenth day of its session Parliament was prorogued, and 

\ 

James never summoned it again .. 
. He now proceeded to give, wholesale, ' dispensa~ions ' 

to Catholics to hold offices in spite of the Test Act, and, 
after clearing out four Judges, got a judicial decision 
to the effect that such 'dispensing power' was legal. 
Herbert, C.J ., laid down that such power was an essential 
part of the Royal Prerogative: and, in law as based on 
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precedent, Herbert was right; he was no· mere time
server, for when he shortly afterwards refused to rule, as 
James wished him to, that for a soldier to desert his 
colours was a· capital felony, he was speedily dismissed .. 
But the result of the legalizing of_the dispensing power 
was that precedent .. · and principle were now brought 
into more glaring . opposition thap under Charles I. 
There was nothing to stop a Catholic King frqm filling 
every office in the Protestant State-'-civil, military and 
religious-with men of his own faith, and James promptly 
began to do so. He seems to h~ve forgotten that, if he 
were successful, there would not in England be nearly 
enough Catholics ' to go round.' That he offended 
three-fourths of the Peerage by turning. out ·of posts at 
Court or Lord-Lieutenancies great men like' the Dukes 
of . Somerset and Norfolk, troubled· him not at all. 

And. the Church of England, which by its doctrine of 
divine right had put him on the throne, seemed to him 
an excellent corpus vile on which to e~periment with 
dispensations. Was he not Head of the. said Church ? 
In July, '86, he·appointed an Ecclesiastical Commission 
to exercise the disciplinary powers of the Headship for 
~ Jeffreys and . Sunderland were the leading spirits 
on it; Rochester was always outvoted and soon ceased 
to attend it; Archbishop Sancroft refused to sit on it;. 
Bishops Spratt and Crewe did sit, but the former resigned 
in '88. Its first job was to deal with Edward Compton, 
Bishop of London, who had refused to suspend a parson 
for preaching against Popery. Compton was a dangerous 
man to offend-a sturdy, rather unspiritual person, of 
noble birth, who had been in the Guards before he took 
orders, and· since had been tutor to Princesses Mary and 
Anne. The Commission suspended him from his bisl!oE::-
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~ Then, in the Universty of Oxford, James thought 
that three at least of the leading colleges ·might well be 
Romanized; so he gave dispensations ·to Catholics to 
hold the Deanery of Christ Church and the Mastership 
of University. · 

As you approached Oxford by the London road the 
first object that then greeted your eyes was the lovely 
tower of Magdalen College. _ ' That,' said a friend to 
the Duke of Wellington in after years, 'was the wall 
against which James II. ran his head ' ; and indeed 
the King hurtled with unexampled violence _against 
those venerable stones. On a vacancy in the headship 
in March, '87, our Fellows (I speak as a Magdalen. man) 
refused to execute King James' mandate to elect a rna!! 
of bad character, reputed a Papist and statutably in
eligible, and chose Mr. Hough instead. As a concession 
~o morality the King withdrew his bad friend, and 
ordered the College to substitute for Hough Dr. Parker, 
the Bishop of Oxford, who had strong leanings t<;? ·Popery. 
This was also refused. The case dragged on for nearly 
a year, but ended in the deprivation by the Ecclesiastical 
Commission of Hough, of twenty-five Fellows and of 
num~rous scholars. Good Lord Abingdon wrote to the 
deprived Fellows, and told them that " he wishec! he 
had preferments enough fo~ all of 'em, but, as he hadn't, 
they were welcome to beef and mutton at Rycot." 
Papists were put in their places by the Crown. Parker . 
died in March, '88, and a Catholic bishop called Gifford 
was immediately nominated President, but the under
graduates treated him and the new Fellows 'with a~l 

imaginable scorn.' • • 
The same game went on elsewhere; early in '87 the 

Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge was deprived of his office 
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:. and 'ofall his pie'feunents, because the'Senate had ref~;;ed 4· 

'to· give · ~- degree to :·a . monk. . A Jesuit schoo1, with .. 
tuition gratis, ~as opened at the Savoy; • a gorgeoJIS 

. . • • • ·.·;>< ' . ~· ' ' • . ·"·' . ( ' 

.Catholic chapel «\viis. qedicated· at Whitehall, a· c_olony: 

. ?f ~'m?nks was 'e?tabil.shed: {n ~t. J am~s· Palace Chfipel;,J: 
· :and ·a Papal i-Ju~tio>w~o, ·for ·his part, approved· ~£ 

none. of thes_e pr9ceedings, was recei~ed in great state~. 
" • ~ " ' .. . • 0.. . ,... . ' 

at Court. ·There' was 'even a dreadful rumour that · 
. ~ • • ·•· • I .; .,.. ~~ 

pr. Busby ··of. ·We~tminster School, the greatest Head 
' Master th(;l,t ever swished boy (r638-g5);. was to make_ 
-: 'wa:y .for. a. j-esul.t r . ' 
: · y\'hen.he fi,naHy dismissed Rochester in. Jm'iu~ry, '87, . 

. James had parted with all hope of bending the English' 
· .. Church, whose loyalty had . given way to terra~~ artd 

whose t~rror was now driving it• toward~ resistance. 
... l '" 

It was now that the King turned to the Dissenters a@ . ·· 
. issued his first ., Declaration of Indulgence,' suspending:_~ 
whqlesale the Test Act and. all other Act~ and oaths : 
restricHv.e . of religious freedom. This document has . 
the impertinence t_o take its· stand upon •, Nat ural Rights,' · 
of_ which .·the English law knows ~othing· at . all. -... I 

• am ·.confident," ·:James . writes to his cousin Sophia 
. · of Hanove·r, · '' that the much greater part of . the . 

. Natiori is. grateful to me 'for having given liberty_ 
~f conscience to all."· Some Dissenting. bodies,· such 
as the Baptists and the Quakers, under t_p.e · influenc~ 

. Df William Penn, sw~Uowed the bai~ ; but the sober 
P.resbyteriap.s, immeasurably the. largest Dissenting sect, 
preferte~ ' pers~cution ' by the English Church to tolera

\ion in common with the Roman. From that ·hour a 

·' s~ccessful revolt .iri some shape was merely a quest!01i 
·F iot time a;d opportdnity~ . · · "' 

1 'There was i~deed .. one'reaLdariger. In 'the summer. of 
~~ 1 -~ • 
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'87 James dissolved his long-prorogued Parliament, and 
began to prep'are measures for getting a new one of a 
Catholic and Dissenting com2lexion. . He thought that he . 
could do this by jobbery; so he appointed a Commission 
to"' regulate I the Municipal Corporations, whose charters 
had. already in many cases been regranted, on the 
model of that of London, since the year r68r. This 
Commission substituted aldermen and town councillors, 
either of Papist or Dissenting views, for those who then 
existed; these, it was supposed, would elect subservient 
members for boroughs. The county constituencies might 
be 'managed' by the nomination of Catholics or Dis
_senters as Lords-Lieutenant, Sheriffs and Justices of 
the Peace ; and, if th~s~ people couldn't intimidate 
the forty-shilling freeholder at the poll, they could at 
l~ast make fa1se rehtrns, or job him· out of his vote in 
S<?me way. As for the Lords, the King could 'swamp. 
them by nominating a'huridred or so of his courtiers to 
be Peers. But all this took time, and, hard as James 
worked at it, and often as he said he was going to call 
a Parliament, he always found that he was ' not quite 
ready yet.' 

And what of the future ? Suppose such a sham 
Parliament called, and the Catholics and the wilder 
sectaries in possession of all power? Great is the name 
of a Parliament, but would England still acquiesce, and 
believe in that body ? William of Orange did not feel 
sure about this ; but his English friends told him plainly 
that, in that case, there would be no Protestant Succession 
or Successor. William, of course, was in touch with all 
parties in England, and was admirably served by his 
agents, Dykvelt and Zulestein. There was the reckless 
Tom Wharton, the Whig profligate and wit, who had 
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carried the. Exclu~ion Bill ~p ·to the .:L~rds, ;~nd 'whb.i 
was now writing a m;:td song' -called 'l:illibudero> sef to '' 

. . . :·. " ' • . .· , , .·o ¥ '·, ,· .. · ,·, ' . 
. music, by. Purcell, which', \ya~ to -~ whistl(,King :~ Jairl~s.r 

_out· of th;ee kingdbms '·; ·he was .for stdki~g aConce .. ' 
· Even theJoyal Hyd~ brothers/~~~n D~noy;the champ~o~ ~ .. ··, 

of Princess Mary, Churchiil, the frienq ~f Princes's Ar{r{e!: ·: · 
· ": .· • · , ,· . , . r ~, ~. . • , I """*;·. 

Shrewsbury,.the- <,:onv~rt from Popery,· Bedf6rg .and;:·~ 

Nott!nghai:J;l, he,(lds_ respedi~ety of ~od.era,te W~lgs\~ci''·. 
moderate Tories . ....:...:afl 'these-could only ft:!li William m:~ch:~·;· 
the same ~~ Whartori·, '-in te spes unica·.·· :· . . ' for fhe < · 
Queen is with child _again:· true, all her children have· '. 
hitherto di¢d. in i_l}fancy; .but tliis one will live and it~ . 
will be a boy: The Jes~its. w!lf take -~are 'th~t i( l.s a, .. _ 
boy. The I{ing .has b~en. t~ :S~, ~inif~ed's ·?oly Well:·. 
in Wci.les, and the·.Sa!nt -has .as·sured him th~t.it ·shall. be· · 

• ~ ;IT -: • ... • ,.. • .: - • Jr. \ .- ;- ·: ,· . ~ . ' ,. ~: 

a boy.' And so the year '87 .ran.:.out~- and every :one-·. 
whistled ' Lillibu~ie;o Bulleri~a.--i~:,<·; · .• ~· :. '·:·: · · · • ' 

William had give~ .due heed· to' thes~ ~·aniings, and·: 
by the beg~nn~ng of '88, was,:pfe'paring to_ d~ someth~ng 
serious, though it was no\_ till July- that James got _a 
glimmering idea that 'some in Holland have a mi~~ to 
a war.' Louis pressed upon James an open, French 

' ' -
alliance and an attack on Holland ; James turned a · 
deaf ear to all but Father Petre, Sunderland and 
St. Winifred. But he asked the Dutch Estates to send 
back the six British regiments that had been in Holland 
since 1678, and, when the Estates refused, he began' 
some fortifications at Sheerness and Chatham. William's 
initial diffi~ulties, however, were, like those of his name
sake in ro66; enormous : as Admiral and Captain-General 
of the Dutch Army and Navy he could not put those 
forces on a war footing without the consent of the Es-• . 
fates; and the Estates, besides. being jealous of William, 
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could point out that there was no offensive alliance of 
England and France, and so no casus belli. William 
was obliged, therefore, both to stretch his legal powers 
and to begin his equipment largely from his private 
resources. Before midsummer he had . accomplished 
very little, and meanwhile in England events had 
marched. fast. 

Princess Anne in London was in terror early in the 
year ; her letters to Sister Mary curse Sunderland for 
a knave who is pushing on the King to more Popery : 
. . . " Don't come here and don't let William come, 
even if father invites him .... I fear something might 
happen to you ... burn this letter at once." April 
brought a second Declaration of Indulgence, and an 
order to all parsons to read it from their pulpits on 
two successive Sundays. This was the crux for the 
English churchmen, and had been intended by the 
King to be so. He who refused to read would incur 
the guilt of resistance to the Lord's Anointed ; he who 
read would betray his faith. The Bishops, supported 
by the Hydes and other Tory Peers, held anxious con
ference at Lambeth, and, on May 18th, seve~ of them
Sancroft, White, Ken, Lloyd, Trelawney, Lake and 
Turner-presented to the King a most respectful petition 
against the order to read the Declaration. James told 
them their petition was ' a Standard of rebellion ' ; 
they little knew that he was speaking the truth. It 
was intended to be kept private, but it was published 
the same day, and its words ran through England like 
an electric spark. The Church, never really popular 
before, became the idol of Whig London, whose Cor
poration had just been tampered with to suit James' • 
design for a sham Parliament. The King madly deter- · 
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mined~to prosecute the Seven Bishops for a ' seditiou~ 
libel,' and meanwhile sent. them to the Tower ; . all the 
City poured out on to the River, or knelt in the mud 
at the- edge, to beg their blessing as they went thither. 
James thougnt he was sure of his Judges, and did his 
best to pack a jury: But, when the trial came off on 
June 29th, his Judges deserted him, his counsel was 
hissed in court, and, though one fat juryman, who was 
Court brewer, held out against his eleven brethren all 
night, he gave way in the morning,, and the ,Bishops 
were acquitted. Even the soldiers of J <l:mes' Army, 
now encamped at Hounslow thirty thousand strong, 
shouted for joy at the news.' As for the Declaration, in 
London only four parsons dared to read it, and their 
congregations walked out in a body when they began. 
At Scarborough the Mayor was tossed in a blanket by 
the soldiers for ordering it. to be read, and it was the 
same story all over England. " 

And on J un~ roth had been born to James and Mary 
Beatrice their only son-the child of misfortune, who 
was to grow up too good for such a father. James gave 
the midwite five hundred guineas. There was a rumour 
that the boy Was to be called Ludovicus Innocentius 
Carolus Jacobus, but it was only James Francis Edward. 
The Pope and the Queen-Dowager, Katharine, were 
sponsors. William, in perplexity, sent to congratulate, 
but his friends told hi!Jl this was a false step. 'No one,' 
they said, ' believes · the Prince to be of royal birth ; 

_ he was -smuggled info the palace by Father Petre in a 
warming-pan; none of. the Royal Farriily or great officers 
of State were present at the delivery ; of course it is a 
fraud.' It was true that none of the usual precautions 
had been taken ; but the facts were that the Queen had 
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not expected her baby so soo_n, and that few respectable 
Protestants were in the habit of going to Court. Sixty
seven persons were, however, in St. James' Palace at 
the hour of the birth, and Lady Sunderland, who would 
have. been sure to betray the secret if there had been 
one, was at the bedside. James, however, was stark 
mad not to have sent for Princess Anne. Whether 
William believed the warming-pan story or not, it was 
obviously his cue to pretend to believe it. Mary seems 
at first really to have believed it; reasonable people 
gradually abandoned the belief. Anne, who had for 
months been suspicious as to the reality of the Queen's 
pregnancy, writes:-" It may be our brother, but only 
God knows ; St. James' Palace is just the place to 
play a trick in-for one who believes, a thousand dis
believe; for me, I disbelieve." Mary told Anne that 
her absence from town had been ' an irreparable fault.' 
There was a bonfire for the Prince in Magdalen, now a 
Papist seminary, but nowhere else in once loyal Oxford; 
on the night of the Bishops' acquittal England had 
blazed with bonfires. 

(· And on that night was despatched to the Hague, in 
the deepest secrecy, a letter to William, saying, " Come. 
Come swiftly before he calls his sham Parliament. Come 
as the husband of the heiress of Great Britain. Demand 
a free Parliament and security for Protestantism." It 
was signed by Lords Danby, Shrewsbury, Devonshire 
and Lumley, by Bishop Compton, by Edward Russell 
and Henry Sidney. Halifax and Nottingham, too 
cautious to sign, knew of it and, whether approving or 
not, at least did not betray it. 

Obviously now ' security for Protestantism ' would 
mean something more than security for the Anglican 
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Church. The wrongs of that Church al~ne>g~~e. ·1n€m : 
courage to .summon the 1'~ince of Orangt:; ; . ouf the 
Presbyte~ians would have ·to be· considered. ~in;' the 
settlement Halifax had reassured 'them on_thispoirif, 
although ·anonymously. Eyen·_ San croft,'_ the highesJ- -o( 

High Churchmen, was willing to~ give - them a.'_:g~qci: 
mea~ure oL toleration. William, ·:then,~ would be ::the -
champion .co£ a combination similar to thaf which: had 
brought back King Chari~::; in ~66o. F_n'tm 'the date o!· .. 
this letter Will~am's cause gained ground ·stead~ly,. and 
the Dutch Estates began to· postpone 'their jealousies 
and fear~.. Diplomacy was successful with the Princes · 
of North Germany. The old Elector of Brandenburg, 
who remembered the Thirty Years' War, died in Augu~t, 
muttering as his last words, 'Amsterdam-Lond<;m! ; 
and his son at once sent to William's service old Marshal ' 
Schomberg, now a Protest<mt exile. from Franc~· arid . 
reputed the first soldier. in- Europf._,.- The La:n:dgra£ of· 
Hesse promised to defend Holland if she were attacked 
in William's absence. The Hanover rats, .Who were 
ultimately to profit by it all, held off till the last 
minute, but even they joined the Protestant cause at 
last. All-seemed to depend on what Louis XIV. would 
do with his fine Army, then massing in his Eastern 
pro-~inces. Had he taken the advice. ·of his great 
Minister; Louvois, he would have struck .at Holland at 
mice and so paralysed William; but he· was extremely 
•sore with James for refusing an open offensive .alliance, 
and he perhaps remembered the events of 1672, when 
his soldiers had had to wade home. Therefore, in 
September, he· suddenly struck aL the middle Rhine 
and laid siege to Philipsburg. This banished the last 
hesitation · of the Dutch Estates, which now allowed 
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William to go with· their blessing, forty ships-of-war and 
14,000 men. Yet this force would be too small for a 
serious fight with the British Army and Navy. Could 
James rely on either ? 

Since '84 the Navy Board had disposed of £4oo,ooo a 
year and done its work well. There were 105 ships-of
war, nine of which were ' first-rates.' The Britannia, 
of 1,715 tons and roo guns, was the finest ship afloat. 
Admiral Lord• Dartmouth, if not a great sailor, was 
devotedly loyal, and James in middle life had been 
thoroughly popular with the Service. But many of 
Dartmouth's captains were in the Orange interest, and 
the main deck and lower deck were Protestant to their 
last plank. As for the Army, it was commanded by a 
foreigner who had been created Lord Feversham, and 
Lord Churchill, its real working head, though profuse 
in lip-loyalty, would sell everything, except his Protest
antism, for his own advancement. There was great. 
discontent in the ranks on account of ·the frequent 
drafting in of Irish Papists. Still, if James, hitherto 
distinctly a warrior, could have put himself at the head 
of either Service, one does not see how either could have 
refused to fight. Old Ormond, the last of the Cavaliers, 
had just shut his eyes on the scene, cetat. 79· 

The descent was naturally expected on the East coast, 
and Dartmouth's Fleet was gathering in the mouth of 
the River, when, at the end of September, Sunderland, 
either treacherously or in fear for his head, persuaded 
James to a complete reversal of his home policy. To 
the astonishment of the world, a proclamation suddenly 
appeared, excluding Catholics from the coming Parlia
ment. This was rapidly followed by the abolition of 
the E<;:~lesi~stic~l Commission1 the restoration of charters 
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to towns as before ·the late change~;>the restoration of 
Compton to his See and of the. Fellows of Magdalen to 
their College. Writs were prepared fOr a real and a 
free Parliament. But, about the same time, copies of 
William's Declaration began to find their way to England, . 
and the ' concessions ' had come too late. The De
claration ignored the Prince of Wales; William was 
coining, ' as the husband of the heiress, to demand secu- . 
rity for the Protestant religion and a free Parliament.' 
A terrible month of anxiety passed, and the wind blew 
hard .from the West; James had a riew weathercock 
fixed on Whitehall and watched if all day. " If only it 
will keep like this," he wrote to cousin Sophia in Hanover, 
·~ I hope to be in a good condition to receive William" 
(September 28). Again one compares instinctively 
another wind-bound soldier called William, waiting in an · 
earlier September to spring upon an eq~ally distracted 
,England. At the end of October James' purpose and 
the . winds of heaven _again veered round. The King 
dismissed Sunderland, ·promised Louis his allianc~, and 
put off issuing his parliamentary writs; he sent for. 
the Bishops and demanded that they should denounce 
William's proclamation, but they said they must :first 
consult the lay Peers, and told their master some · 
unpleasing truths. Suddenly, on November rst, ~n 
Easterly gale sprang up and carried the Dutch Fleet, 
piloted by one Mr. Benbow, who begim life a~ ·a butcher
boy and ended it as an Admir~l, past L~rd Dartmouth's 
scouts and down Channel; and at William's peak 
fluttered the ancient motto of his house, 'Je Main
tiendrai.' Just in time to prevent him from being . 
swept past the Start came a lull, and he _ dropped 
anchor ·at Brixham in Torbay-on a good Protestant 
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day, November 5th; and then the faithful wind roared 
again from the West and drove Lord Dartmouth, who 
had pursued, back into the Downs. 

' The little Porpus,' r8 guns, was run ashore to 
secure the landing of Mackay's six regiments of Scots
Dutch in case of opposition. But opposition there 
was none, and the rest of the Army followed. ' Our 
foot and dragoons,' says my Dutch friend, 'ran up 
the mountains and cliffs, which are horribly high, like 
cats, ... and every one shouted, "God bles jou" ; ' 
people even kneeled in the water to kiss William's hand. 
A poor priest at a Catholic house hard by had mistaken 
us for a French fleet and ordered a Te Deum and a grand 
spread of food ; but ' instead of " Votre serviteur, 
Monsieur," he was greeted with, "Yaw, Mynheer, can 
you Dutch spraken? " on which they all ran away and 
we had a feast that had been prepared for others.' 

William advanced cautiously to Exeter, and Dr. 
Burnet, the historian, preached to him in the Cathedral 
on Psalm cvii. The cannons and ammunition were sent 
round to the Exe and landed at Topsham. People came 
in slowly, but all stared in admiration at his fine troops, 
Dutch, Nassauers and Swedes among them. But His 
Highness was careful to put in the hands of British 
soldiers all places where there might be a collision 
with James' forces ; he was anxious to avoid .the appear
ance of subduing England by foreigners. Sir Edward 
Seymour, the leading T<;>ry of the West, proposed an 
' Association for Defending the Protestant Religion and 
the Prince of Orange,' and the ball began to roll. The 
Prince's route was Ottery, Axminster, Crewkerne, Sher
borne, Wincanton. On the rgth James, who had just 
seen his little son shortcoated, joined his Army at Salis-



HELPLESSNESS OF- }AMES .· . 75 

bury : but, when Churchill urged him to go furt~er. to.· 
the front, he was seized with a violent bleeding· of the· 
nose which would not stop. On the 23rd, ·on which. 
day the sceptre fell from the hanci 'Of ·Bloody Mary'_s 
statue at the Royal Exchange, he decided to retreat to: 
London. Then the debacle began, Churchill's own: 
defection giving the example.: Every one ·hastened to 
greet His Highness as the Deliverer of England. Dela
mere raised Cheshire, Danby raised York, Nottingham-· 
·shire and what the Dutch ·historian terms 'Darkyshire' ; 
the Princess Anne fled from London towards Danby. 
Papists were everywhere disarmed or imprisoned. The 
London mob rose and sacked Papist chapels and houses. 
James, when back in London, finding he couldn't sleep 
without taking opium, called a Council of Peers and 
Bishops, which simply advised him to treat with William. 
He consented, ~hough only in order to give time for the 
escape· of the Queen and 'Prince to France. He chose, 
as emissaries to 'his rival's camp, Halifax, Nottingham 
and Godolphin, and the first of thes~ .was already·goihg 
ovet to the Orange interest ; Lord Clarendon would 
have been a better choiCe, for his solution was the 
Regency of William, and the recognition· of the Prince 
of Wales as heir. 

The Commissioners met William at Hungerford, and 
the latter sensibly proposed an immediate Parliament 
to sitin a neutral zone between the two Armies; he also 
asked for the principal fortresses to ·be put into trusty 
Protestant hands. But Halifax gathered that William ' 
would be glad if some one couid frighten James into 
flight ; and flight was ·just then the one thing that 
appealed to that once warlike person. On December nth, 
when William, without further treating, had advanced 
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almost to the gates of London, James fled from Whitehall 
by night, and threw 1 the Great Seal into the River at 
Vauxhall, thus co~forting himself with the thought of 
leaving anarchy behind him. But unfortunately he was 
recognized, roughly handled and arrested at Feversham, 
and William was obliged to send some guards to protect 
his person. He actually returned to London for one 
day; but, 'not thinking it convenient to expose himself 
to be secured,' as he put it, and finding Whitehall almost 
a desert, and every one gone to his rival's Court, he 
allowed himself to be escorted by boat to Rochester, 
whence he fled, this time successfully, to France. 
Louis received him with most magnanimous kindness, 
and gave him the beautiful palace of St. Germains 
to live in. The French courtiers found Mary Beatrice 
charming and queenly, but thought James intolerable. 
After the failure of his attempt on Ireland in r68g-go, 
which is narrated in a later chapter, and after the 
failure of at least one attempt to assassinate William, 
James took to devotion; he wrote pious treatises ; he 
went, like a modern Puseyite, into ' retreats,' died in 
sackcloth in 1701, and had miracles performed at his 
tomb. 

If his nose had not bled at Salisbury ... ·. ? 

1 Or perhaps 'accidentally dropped.' He may have in
tended to take the Seal with him. In either case the result 
would be the same. There can be no Government without a 
Great SeaL 



CHAPTER · III 

"JE MAINTIENDRAI " 

WITH the second flight of James on December 23rd, the 
first stage in the ' Glorious Revolution' was over; there 
was a blank parchment, on which could be drawn a new 
title, a new charter, perhaps a new form of government. 
But drawn by whom, and in what lett~rs ? On the nth 
those Peers who were in London had held ·a meeting and 
had called out the Trained Bands to keep order, but_they 
had not invited William to;London. He, however, on 
the r8th, had come uninvited and had taken up his 
quarters at St. James' ; while there he had been much 
pressed to have himself proclaimed King, as if by con
quest, and had rejected the suggestion. But he. had · 
assumed command of all the English Army as well as 
of his own, aiid had disposed of the most trustworthy 
regiments in garrisons round the capital. On the 23rd 
(the day of the second flight) he called a meeting of 
the Peers, and added to them all members of any of 
Charles II.'s Parliaments who happened to be in London, 
plus the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and fifty Common 
Council-men of the City ; this body entrusted him with 
the civil and financial administration, and with the duty 
of calling a . ' Convention.' 

The electiohs to this Convention t~ok a month, and 
when it met on January · zznd, Halifax was elected 

77 
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Speaker of the Lords, and an old Exclusionist Speaker 
of the Commons. That obviously meant that the 
majority of the Lower House was Whig, although that 
of the Upper House, which now numbered 150 persons, 
was on the whole moderate Tory. Both Houses at once 
confirmed William's temporary authority, and then fell 
to the discussion of the questions, " Is there a King, 
and if so who is he? If there isn't, who shall he be?" 
The Nation, outside Parliament, was in a terrible 
ferment ; the only thing upon which it was united was 
its old and entire detestation of Popery, and nine-tenths 
of the booksellers' advertisements of the year are con
cerned with tracts against, or skits upon the Romish 
Church. Dread of France was perhaps the next greatest 
passion. ' A Gentleman of Cheshire, lately arrived out 
of Ireland,' put the matter in a nutshell when he wrote 
a pamphlet entitled, ' K. William or K. Lewis, wherein 
is set forth the absolute necessity these nations lie 
under, of submitting wholly to one or other of these 
Kings ; and that the matter of controversy is not now 
between K. William and K. James.' 

In the Convention, however, there seemed at first to 
be great difficulties in finding any possible solution. To 
some of the highest Tories, notably to the always honour
able Earl of Nottingham, the best solution seemed to 
be to elect William as Regent for King James, to whom 
the nominal title might be left ; and, in the Lords, this 
proposal was only defeated by two votes. On the 
whole both Houses could just manage to agree that 
' the late King James, having, by the advice of Jesuits 
and other wicked persons, withdrawn himself from the 
realm, hath abdicated the throne ' ; but the Lords 
made a fierce fight before they would pass the next 
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c~ause, 'that the throrie is _thereby vacant.' Danby, 
always attached to.: the person of Mary; and leader 
-of· the moderate Tories, said . the ~hron<e could not 
be . ' vacant' ; · Mary, he said, ·had succeeded at the. 
moment, whatever that was, .of her father's abdication; 
was in fact Queen. This idea was to William: even 
worse than that of a Regency ; he would not be his 
wife's 'gentleman usher.' The Whigs of course were 
for William, and for a very strictly limited William
a Whig puppet-King: Finally Halifax suggested· the 
curious compromise 'and that our Sovereign Lord and 
Lady, William and Mary, are·and are ·declared to be King 
and Queen ' ; the administration of· the Sovereignty to 
rest in William. · Obs.erve the wiliness ofthe_worcis; we 
do not elect these persons; they .are: we now: merely 
'declare them to be' ; at what m";m:ent _they began to 
reign we do not specify .. ·· 

Several subordinate clauses are annexed to the vote, 
e.g. ' that it is inconsistent with· the welfare of a Pro
testant state to be governed by a Popish prince ' ; that 
James had ' broken the Original Contract between King 
and people ' (whatever that figment of the imagination 
might be). And, before we tender the crown to these 
persons, we get them to agree ~o a document of 
great importance, in which some would see a sort of 
new Charter, others just ·an epitome. of ·Stuart mis
government, called the ' Declaration of Right,' which 
in October, after we have voted ourselves to be a 
Parliament, we turn into the '_Bill of Rights.' In this 
document, together with the old declaration against 
the levying of money without consent of Parliament, 
with denunciation of ' illegal and pernicious ' Courts 
such as the Ecclesiastical Commission, with confirmation 
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of privileges such as freedom of speech in Parliament 
and the right of petitioning, we find it enacted ' that 
the maintenance of a Standing Army in time of peace 
without consent of Parliament is against law ' ; that 
the Dispensing power ' as it hath been exercised of 
late' is illegal; and that 'Parliament ought to be held. 
frequently.' The semi-triumphant Whigs would fain 
have gone further, and taken away the King's right of 
pardon in impeachments, his power over the Judges, 
and his right of summoning and dissolving Parliament. 
But William would have fought hard against these 
limitations of prerogative, and for the moment William 
was as necessary to them as they to him. 

On March 17th King James' coaches were drawn 
into Hyde Park and. there sold by auction. And so 
the Revolution was finished ; Whiggish, and therefore 
of course ' glorious.' In time it came to wear in the 
eyes of Whigs (who have written most of our histories) 
an almost sacred character; yet to me it is a deity 
somewhat difficult to grovel before, and mainly for 
one reason-it led to t.he introduction of foreign 
Kings, who, to use a phrase of Machiavelli's, ' bound· us 
to the fortune and arms of others.' James II. was as 
impossible as you like-! toss him to every wolf _in 
Whigdom to worry ; if Mary had had a child, if one of 
Anne's children had lived, I would never have been a 
Jacobite. But when the alternative came to be an 
unspeakable boor, who had no interests but German, 
when James III. grew up into a simple, pious, valiant 
young man of stainless honour, and of a Catholicism 
infinitely broader and more tolerant than his father's, 
when he was willing to sacrifice everything except his 
private religion to the wishes of the English people, 
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f~ Jot one would have· voted for IT1Y -legitimate :and 
'native King;·· . · . ' :. ... , · i-' 
;_; This alternative, however, was in- the. fi.iture,Ahough, · 
~s early as April 23rd;·'8g, William ~ote to Sophia, 

·':'according to appeiml.nces, ~ne ,of your sqns will reign 
~ere one day." Parliament pow. merely found it necessary"' 
t? settle the sgccession, after the joint lives and the life 
df the survivor of the Feigning ;Sovereigns, (r) on Mary 
and her heirs, (2) on Anne ahd h~r heirs, (3) on William's 1 

heirs by any other wife. And A.nne actually .had.a son, 
.- • •• '. ' # • ' ,... " 

the Duke of Gloucester:; .who. lived to be nearly eleven, 
iJ.nd who. was bei~g educated by John Churchill; after
wards Duke of Ma~lbotough, when he died of smallpo?' 
in· 1700. "· 

When this settlement of r68g was complete, a ~ew 
oath of. all~giance ha4 t~ be iippose9-;- and -it · w~s. th~ .• 
refusal of many pious dergymeiJ; incl~ding Sancroft and 
!o~r more· of the. famo11s. Seven Bishops, to take that 
oath, that founded the schism of the 'Non-Jurors.' These 
men remaine~ at· heart Jacobites, but ~eldom active 

. Jacobi tes ; they had, of course, .to resign their sees and 
benefices; but were not othenyise persecuted: they 
continued· to ordain and consecrate in a little Church 
of their own-often comprising men of great learning 
and of most devout lives-until the threshold of the Nine-
te~n th Century. ~-

The settlement WC).S finished early in February, and 
Mary . was summoned in haste from Holland. She has 
told us all hedeelingS.·in th_at most pathetic and beautiful, 
but little rec:d book: her own Memoirs; and the con
clusion with which t[J:at book leaves us is, that, if Rupert 

} . 
t Do not forget thati,)Villiam was the grandson.of Charles I., 

wh«reas Sophia was only the granddaughter of James I. 
. VOL. III ~ . , 6 
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was the flower of the Stuart race in action, Mary was 
its flower in piety and contemplation. She was born in 
'62 and was thus twenty-six at the crisis of her life; 
she had been married at fifteen and a half to a man who 
never loved her till he lost her, but whose Dutch people 

· learned to love her very dearly indeed. In her, Puritanism 
wears its tenderest and most attractive aspect, and is 
wholly devoid of intolerance ; it is her own and not her 
neighbour's sins which she for ever laments: the being 
compelled to dethrone her father is a thing which she 
feels God cannot forgive her, and yet her wifely duty to 
her unfeeling husband is always paramount ; even when 
she comes to believe that her father is plotting against 
her husband's life, the sense of her own guilt remains. 
As for the subsequent unkindness of sister Anne, she 
looks on it ' as a punishment upon her and me for the 
irregularity committed by us at the Revolution; my 
husband did his duty and the Nation did theirs, but, 
as to our persons, it is not as it ought to be.'. Her 
anguish lest her father and husband should meet in 
battle in Ireland, in r6go, is truly touching. In her own 
country, when she returns to it, she feels herself a perfect 
stranger, ' censured by all, commended by none : 'tis 
hard for flesh and blood to bear neglect, especially coming 
from a place [Holland] where I was valued too much.' 
The English people, after the simple Dutch, seem to her 
utterly irreligious, ' a noisy world full of vanity' ; she 
hates the Court ladies, who 'come in crowds to see me, 
believing I have nothing better to do than to chat with 
them.' When William went abroad, each year from 
'go till '93, he left her Regent, and, though she always 
protests that she knows nothing of 'bussiness,' she hits 
off to the letter the characters of all with whom she has 
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to act : ' Danby, to whom I must ever owe great obliga..; 
ti~ns, yet of a temper I can never like ' ; Anne, ' seekin.g 
to make herself a party, finding fault with ev'erything, 
affecting to laugh at afternoon sermons and to do in. 

little things contr~ry to what I do'; Lord Monmout~ 
(afterwards the famous Peterborough), 'mad, and his 
wife who 'is mader governs him ' ; •' Devo,nshire too lazy 
to give himself the trouble of bussiness ; ; ' Lord Tor-.. -
rington, who lay drinking and treating l:lis friends till 
the French came upon the coast and had like to have. 
surprized him ' ; ' 1 will say nothing of my Lord of 
Marlborough, because 'tis he of whom I could say most, ,~ 

and who can never deserve either trust or esteem.' 
Once, both Danby and William asked her what she 
would do if the City rose against her during her Regency, 
' wliich they both thought likely to happen. . . . I said 
I ·could~'t tell how much frightened I should be, but I 
would prqmise not to be governed by my own or others' 
fears., but would follow the adviCe of those whom I 
believed had most courage and judgement; and, let 
what will happen, I would never .go from Whitehall! 
Then the dear woman goes on to say, 'I am by nature 
extreme fearful' ; whereas the truth is she didn't know ... 
what fear was, because she trusted in God. William , 
praised her first three years of Regency, but scolded her 
for mistakes l.n '93, for which we can hardly forgive him, 

· though she did. William had at least the sense to leave 
the Church patronage to his devout wife, and the ex
cellency of her Church appointments has never been 
questioned; in these she wa,s guided by the saintly 
Tillotson, who succeeded Sancroft at Canterbury. 

Such was the wo):llan who came up the river ' in five 
h9urs from Margate to Whitehall' (she must have had a 
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good tide) on February rzth, '8g, to receive on the next 
day, together with her husband, a crown to the wearing 
of which nothing could reconcile her. She found William 
' grown extreme lean.' 

Of the King's own character it is very much more 
difficult to speak; we may be sure that he was above 
all vulgar' ambition to be a King,' though he knew that 
only as King could he fulfil his life's task of humbling 
Louis XIV. But, being King, I think he would let no 
scruples stand in the way of the fulfilment of that task. 
If he was merciful to his enemies, he was, with one or 
two exceptions, ungrateful to his friends. Men-almost 
all men-were to him tools to be used on the diplomatic 
and military chessboard ; their motives he invariably 
rated low. His private morals were better, though not 
very much better than those of contemporary sovereigns; 
and it is certainly hard to forgive him his infidelity to 
Mary. He was in constant ill-health, even at Hampton 
Court, and was always complaining of the London 
climate, though it is difficult to believe that damp and 
foggy Holland could have suited him much better ; 
anyhow, either for this reason or for the sake of privacy, 
he purchased and added to Kensington House, ' the 
little house in the wood, copied from a villa at the 
Hague,' Mary calls it. 

Intellectually, I am inclined to rate William high, 
though not very high; he was an admirable linguist, 
though he had no interest in art or letters. .He ha<:l 
sound <notions of the importance of Sea power, for he 
realized how vital to English interests it was to show 
a Fleer in the Mediterranean ; it was against Admiral 
Russell's will that the King compelled his Fleet to winter 
in Cadiz and to chase the Frenchman Tourville into 
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Toulon. As a soldier William failed conspicuously to 
grasp details, and had no coup d' mil for the possibilities 
of a battle-field; he made some dreadful mistakes, and 
expected his men to redress them against overwhelming 
odds. But in this resistance to odds he always .set the 
exalll:ple ; the first . to charge and the last to retreat. 
If he was capable of grand strok~s of strategy, of 
forced marches and well.:.planned surprises, either. ill
luck or his impatience 1 in execution often robbed him 
of their fruit. Mr. Fortescue hits him off well when 
he calls him ' a brilliant amateur generaL' As a 
diplomatist he was more successful ; he could build 
and keep together European coalitions, mainly it is true, • 
because he could pour the gold of England into the lap 
of foreign princes. That he could not ma.nage the~ 
English Parliament is not much to his discredit ; for 
his reign was one long struggle of hostile factions, each 
seeking to humiliate him and to use him as a weapon 
against its rival. But, as in military matters, so in 
civi( he failed from his want of grasp of detail, from his 
want of sympathy, from his cold femper, which, it is 
to be feared, was only the manifestation of an essentially 
self-centred heart. Finally, as all his interest lay in 
foreign policy, we mus.t give him enormous credit for 
what he planned and prepared; for on him ·fell the 
whole weigl;lt of organizing European resistance to the 
French Monarchy at the height of its power, and 

f 

the blows he dealt at that Monarchy, were so severe 
that if needed only a happier genius to perfect the 
work which he had begun. In this respect _he reminds 

x· It is curious that a man so infinitely patient in politics and 
diplomacy should have failed so often on· the battle-field owing 
to impatience. · 
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us of William Pitt, who, dying even younger than King 
William, and in an even darker hour, had paved the 
way for Castlereagh and Wellington, even as William 
paved the way for 

Jack of Marlborough 
Who licked the Frenchmen thorough and thorough. 

The parliamentary details of the reign are sordid to 
the last degree. Both Whigs and Tories early learned 
that William only cared ~or England as paymaster of 
the Coalition against France, and so they didn't care how 
they treated him: " There is a kind of affectation," says 
Mary, in '93, "to do all that is insolent to the King 
without fear of punishment: he is obliged to keep those 
in his service who least deserve it, and who, he may 
be sure, will not really serve him." Almost without 
exception leading statesmen, even Danby, yea even 
Halifax, entered into private communication with the 
exile James, in order to secure their heads and fortunes 
in case William's tottering throne should fall again. 
Political morality simply ceased to exist, and Govern
ment majorities, if kept together at all, were only kept 
by heavy bribery. The jealousy, the vindictiveness, the 
.spite displayed by both parties were horrible, and, as a 
result, the disrepute they brought to the English name, 
and the mischief they wrought to the patriotic and 
military spirit of Englishmen, are incalculable. A 
tradition of ' opposition ' was then founded, the baleful 
results of which were constantly manifest throughout 
the Eighteenth Century, and which, in our own days, 
has settled down into the continual gangrene which is 
eating away the life of Great Britain. 

Some good laws were indeed passed in the reign of 
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William ; the Toleration Act of r6go was a necessary· 
~~....,.;v~r· Co 1 II .. ~~--4-:'~·•" ·· 

consequence of the help given by. the moderate Dis-
senters, e.g. the Presbyterians, to the Church against 
King James ; it allowed liberty of worship to those who 
would ~ccept Thirty-five and a half out. of the Thirty-nine 
Articles ; but a plan for ' Comprehension ' of such Dis~ 
senters. within the Church failed in spite of the efforts of 
the King in its favour; ' don't touch the Church' became 
a popular cry. Another excellent page of the Statute 
Book .was the new Trea,son Act of r6g6, allowing to the 
accused counsel in matters of fact as well as in matters 
of law. But other ' reforms,' some of which have ·~mb
sequently proved beneficial, were mostly introduced to· 
spite King William. Such was the 'Triennial Act,' 

'>( ... £ di," ___ J:!i5;_~¥ . .J.!-~!IIf'-.-lo.-

passed at the end of '94, afte:r the King had once imposed 
.......... , ~ ll!itllil'llli"- _.. . 

his veto ; there was now to be a new Parliament every 
three ·years, and the · Act remained in force until the 
Septennial Act of George I. f\gain th~ ' Place Bill,' 
finally enacted in a milder form. in r7o6, was intro
duced year after year in William's Parliaments, simply 
in order to embarrass the Crown, by keeping Ministers 
out of both Houses. The settlement of the Revenue 
had a similar object; and this is a ,matter of su~h, .. 
importance that we must devote to it a word or two of 
special examination, and then perhaps dismiss it for 

. good. 
We must distinguish carefully between the power of 

the Crown to collect taxes, and its power to spend 
them when collected. Aild, under the first head, it is 
clear that the Crown had never, since Edward I.'s reign, 
either in theory or practice, been free of some sort of 
parliamentary control as to what money it could make 
its subjects pay.· It had, however, certain sources of 
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income such as the Crown lands, the sale of licenses 
for wine shops, etc., which, whether usurped or not, 
were exempt from parliamentary control: and these 
formed the nucleus of what was now called the 
'hereditary revenue.' Parliament had usually added 
to this a 'life revenue' from Customs, and, since r66o, 
from the Excise. But for the last three centuries, addi
tional taxes had always been needed, and these could 
only be raised by parliamentary votes, and usually 
from year to year. James II. had once been offered a 
revenue of over a million and a half : William's first 
Parliament cut this down to £r,zoo,ooo and granted it 
for only one year; then, after various experiments, the 
plan was adopted of making a definite separation of the 
w~ole revenue into two heads. Using the old hereditary 
revenue as the nucleus, the Houses added to it, from 
the Excise, such sums as would produce £7oo,ooo a year ; 
and out of this, which it called the ' Civil List,' it said 
the Crown must pay all its ' ci~ii ·, expenses ; i.e. all 
charges other than those for soldiers and sailors. . Far 
too heavy charges at first lay upon this list, e.g. the 
salaries of Judges and Ambassadors, and innumerable 
pensions ; each King from William III. to George III. 
left heavy debts, and the Civil List had to be several 
times increased. But, in the Nineteenth Century, all 
expenses of government were one by one removed from 
this list, and our present King has a life grant of half 
a million, out of which he has only to eat, drink and be 
merry and charitable. 

All the rest, from whatever source derived, Parliament 
came to regard as a National, not a Royal income, and 
kept an absolute control over it; voted it from year to 
year only, and insisted on knowing how it was spent. 
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Therefore, if the Crown wanted an Army or a Na;ry, it 
must call a Parliament each year. It wa:s one of those 
happy expedients into which Englishmen so often tumble, 
without foreseeing their consequences ; and it seems to 
have orginated in a malicious and factious desire to tie 
William's hands. 

As to the expenditure, down to r688, in theory,· the 
whole revenue, however granted, had beeri the King's 
to play with as . it pleased him ; in practice, however, 
medireval Parliaments had often interfered with the 
royal expenditure. Xwo Acfs of Charles II. may be•, 

u .l!ZAXUJA t t~'AS!IE !i~W~~~- •' 
regarded as the real origin of a mod~rn ' Budget ' : and 

"'j!!!! k l T< l ano a l="tlt#l.tdl~ .. ~!!!!: #A'!J~. i Uiot_,_ 

the result of a .Bu_dget now is that Parliament allots, 
either annually or permanently, each particular portion 
of the revenue to a particular object of .expenditu~e, 
The King, through his 'Chancellor of the Exchequer,' 
says every spring, 'I estimate the revenue of the coming 
twelve months at so much ; I shall want so much money 
for the Army, so much for the Navy, so much for this; 
that and .the other purpose ,. ; and if the House of 
Commons (now unfortunately a body incompetent to 
deal with s~ch matters) thinks he asks for too much, 
it cuts down the amount in the ' Appropriation Act,' 
which is passed at the end of the session. The Treasury is 
forbidd~n to pay out any money, except for the object 
to which Parliament has appropriated it, while an offidal 
called the' Auditor and Controller-General' keeps a sharp 
eye on the whole business. Mr. Gladstone once told the 
present writer that the accounts of the nation could now 
be intelligibly written on half a sheet of notepaper. 

This, however, was only gradually arrived at, but it 
was towards the end of William's reign that something 
of this kind. began. It was in many respects an un-
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lucky reign for new financi~l experiments: the Heavens, 
as well as th~ Whigs and Tories, fought against the 
cold, patient, iron man who sat on the throne ; there 
was a series of disastrously cold and wet seasons, be
ginning with the frightful Christmas Day of '8g, on 
which half a dozen ships of the Royal Navy were wrecked 
in Plymouth harbour alone, and ending with the hurricane 
of November, 1703, which demolished church steeples 
by the dozen and strewed all our coasts with drowned 
sailors. The Puritans had put fire and plague down 

• to the wickedness of the Stuarts ; no wonder the Jacob
ites began in their turn to speak of the 'Causes of 
God's Wrath.' Private as well as public morality was 
at a low ebb ; there was a rage for speculation, and no 
investments were very safe. Highwaymen abounded : 
week after week the post was robbed by masked men 
at Kingsland, or Whetstone or Hounslow; smuggling 
was an affair of enormous profit, if also of great risk. 
Further, a great economic change was crippling the 
revenue ; Parliament was becoming much more fiercely 
protectionist, and was using the Customs duties no 
longer to produce cash, but to exclude all foreign ·goods 
except the raw material of English industries. 'Wars of 
tariffs' had begun; when we go to war with France, we 
clap on a 50 per cent. duty against all French silks, 
wines, brandies, etc., with the result that the total 
income from Customs falls almost one-half, and then 
leaps up again at the Peace, when these duties will 
probably be lowered. Another most serious make
weight was the condition of the Coinage, which was 
clipped and worn to an astounding degree : in the 
year 'g6 all the silver of the country had to be called 
in and recoined, at an expense to the Government of 
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[1,2oo,ooo; and of course th,ere were anxious months 
before the new stuff could ·b~ fumed out of the mint. 
Finally it was a period of long and costly war and of 
heavy subsiqies to Allies. Five millions a year is not 
an uncommon war-budget, between, 1690:_7; and this 
is more than double anything previously known.' 

So new sources of income have to be found : window . . 

taxes-a .:;tuffy. exp~dient ; taxes on hawkers. and· on 
coaches; taxes on existence, called poll taxes (we have 
heard of them in Wat Tyler's time) ; taxes on birth·, 
burial and marriage:. and; lest you should escape .the· 
last, on _bachelorhood ; excises on salt and inalt and 
coal, in addition to those on beer and other malt-liquots~; 
most important of all, a 'land tax,' at rates varying from 
one-fifth to one-twentieth of your rent and of your income 
generally. -It was found impossible to make people. pay 

'/- ' 

at anything like .these rates ; at the very most t~e land _ 
tax produced, when levied at the highest rate, only two 
niillions ~ year. Failing· even by these stringent means 
to balance its books, Government had. to make unborn 
gener<J.tions pay for its wars; in other words, it had to 
borrow money at high interest, at first at 12, 'soon at 
8 per cent. ; and the annual interest of this NATIONAl. 
DEBT was, at the death of William, already oyer a 
million: now, although the rate of that ·i.nterest has 
been gradually reduced from 12 to~zt ·per cent., jt is 
over twenty mUlions a· year. It is, of course, easy to 
see the arguments against such a system; especia_lly the 
temptation which it offers to extravagant Governments 
to throw the burden of their extravagance on posterity. - ' . ~ . 

Far into the Nineteenth Century philosopher after philo-
sopher denounced th~ D_ebt: 'it must on~ day come to 
th~ sponge,' was the favourite cry; and it is conceivable 
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that a Government may one day exist, so wicked and 
so dependent upon the votes of persons- who have 
neither savings nor industry, that it will use the sponge 
and wipe off the slate the seven hundred millions which 
Great Britain now owes. But, until that day, it is 
obvious that a Debt, largely owed in small sums to 
persons of very moderate fortune among her own sub
jects, is an actual guarantee for her stability and even 
for honest financial administration. The ease with 
which the 'shares' in this Debt can be bought and sold 
encourages people to save, and to invest their savings; 
so great is the confidence in the solvency of the Nation, 
that the 'state of the Funds ' (i.e. whether these shares 
are selling high or low) is the surest index of prosperity, 
the pulse by feeling which men will most surely 
learn whether to expect peace or war. At the Peace 
of Ryswick, r6g7, ' the Funds,' perhaps for the first 
time, 'rose rapidly.' Moreover in many cases it is fair 
to throw part of the great burden of wars on posterity; 

· two-thirds of our present debt was incurred in fighting 
the French Revolution and Napoleon; and, if we had 
ceased to fight them, where would Great Britain 
be now? 

The broker in the first regular establishment of this 
Debt was an interesting society of rich merchants in 
London, who in the year r694 were formed into the 
'Governor and Company of the BANK OF ENGLAND,' 
and who got, in return for a large loan, the privilege 
of issuing paper notes, each representing a promise to 
pay, on presentation at their counter, a certain sum in 
cash. The idea was originated by William Paterson, 
a Scot, whom we shall meet later engaged in other 
financial schemes. Gradually ' the Bank ' became the 
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centre of the British money market, and the broker. o( 
aU loans to Government, the keeper ·of its cash-box 
and the guardian of its credit: and: ban~ notes'. 
became an integral part of the currency of the country .. 
The 'Old Lady qf Threadneedle Street' (see Leech's 
cartoons in Punch) has often f<mnd herself constricted, 
when 'money is tight'; has been .subject to 'panics'; 
has had ' runs ' on- her, w:hen every one has hastened 
to present their notes and change them, quick! quick! 
for hard cash; once (1745) her clerks were oblige~ to 
pay in sixpences; once, 1797-1822, Parliament actually 
authorized her to refuse to change them on demand·; 
but even then they continued to circulate, and were 
depreciated only some 13 per cent.1 

One other Act of. the reign deserves special notiCe 
from its. prospectiye. importance. in .1689 01g.e ·of the 
regiments of James' old Army, being ordered to Holland, 
mutinied at Ipswich, and; as there was no legal power 
of controlling soldiers by· martial law,, except at the 

. seat of war, Parliament passed a temporary Act giving 
the Crown such power against ' any person collected 
into a troop for pay,' i.e. any soldier during the period 
for which he has enlisted. The Act was renewed at 
intervals during William's reign, and eventually became 

_th ... e .. · _a;;.;no;.;n-.u..,a ... l~' M_.,.u ... t ... inK::y, .. t.St/ and added another weapon 
against. despotism to the armoury of the Parliament; 
for, if Parliament sh<;mld refuse to pass the Mutiny Act, 

• ~~~..;;..·---~.- ..... --~.~ ... ~-J 

the Crown couldn't legally control its soldiers, just as, ---· .-....-.- ----- ........ ~~~----·'-'-~-
if Parliamen.t refused to pass the Appropriation Act, it 

1 In 18II the hundred-pound bank note would only change for 
eighty-seven pounds ; but it was believed by the 'Directors of 
the Bank that this was due to the high price of gold, which was 
up to £4 ros. per ounce. 
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couldn't pay them. But he who enlists as a soldier 
does not thereby cease to be amenable to the Civil 
Courts also; his enlistment is still a civil contract, and 
he is very apt to find himself in an awkward place 
if his commanding officer tells him to do something 
which the Common Law thinks he ought not to do ; 
e.g., he is called out to suppress a riot: his colonel 
says, 'shoot ' ; if he shoots not, he is shot for dis
obedience under·the Mutiny Act; if he shoots, he may 
possibly be hanged for murder under the Common Law. 
Nothing appears to have provoked our ancestors so 
rriuch as the sight of a red coat: no terms were too 
bad for Tories and Whigs alike to use in denouncing 
a Standing Army ; and, as we have seen, the Bill of 
Rights actually declares it to be 'against law.' It was 
'an engine of despotism,' 'a badge of slavery '-the 
Tories remembered Oliver's veterans; the Whigs knew 
what James II. had intend~d to do with his camp at 
Hounslow. Both parties cried up the Militia-which 
had run away from Monmouth's half-armed peasantry
as the only ' constitutional force '-a pretty force indeed 
to oppose to the Army of Louis XIV., should he land 
but a hundredth part of his rso,ooo regulars ; they 
cried up the Fleet, which had let Dutch William sail 
past it into Torbay. Hatred of Dutchmen and of their 
all-too-necessary Dutch King, blended with these cries; 
and William, who felt before all things as a soldier, 
drained the last drop in his cup of bifterness when in 
r6gg Parliament dismissed the gallant fellows who had 
fought at Steinkirk and Landen, and cut down the 
forces in England 1 to a much begrudged 7,ooo men. 

1 There were rz,ooo in Ireland and 4,ooo in Scotland, over 
whom, of course, the English Parliament could claim no control. 
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. It was, indeed, madness to do this, when every- -one 
knew tha~ Louis was merely resting for another spring 
forward. 

Apart from these Acts, the factions in Parliament 
were mainly occupied in crying out for heads, especially 
for those of the King's Ministers, and in prosecuting 
each other for peculation or for alleged treason. 
The Whigs were bitterly disappointed when William 
refused to exe<;ute a few dozen of the worst partisans of 
the late King, and to enforce on all men an oath ' ab
juring ' . the Stuarts. The Tories fiercely denounced 
Dutch ' favourites,' and eventually, with some justice, 
made the King's old and faithful counsellor, William 
Bentinck, now Earl of Portland, and some others dis~ 
gorge enormo~s grants of land which their mast~r had 

. made to ·them. They also denounced the Bank, the 
war taxes, the sending of a Fleet to the Mediterranean. 
Both sides denounced the soldiers who were fighting for 
us in Flanders, even while they voted large sums of 
money to enable them to fight on. All this factious 
temper offered endless facilities for Jacobite intrigue, .... 
and there were plots after plots; one very bad assassina-
tion plot in r6g6 even produced a temporary yopularity 
for William and a large_ly subscribed 'Association' to 
defend his life and avenge his death. Mary's death at 
the en1 of '94 shook the throne and even shook the man, 
who felt perhaps some remorse on her account ; but he -
soon recove~ed· and went on in his silent, grim patience. 
The-death,of-Jhe-DuJ<:e,of~Gloucesterrin-~IJO~·~<l..~x~n:eyen 

worse . blow;;.;:(;o ~the_.,.Jhrone, :rfor.__,it ,necessi t~t~p-"~rts~t!_le

me!lt_,_Qf"'the.,.,succes~ion,-.~nd:.:a~c~l!ing_0jp.r~P1. ;J':;~gP..ia 

~~~~~r~~~~~}i~£?,,.~.H~~{,StJ~~~fo~J~~p~~~~g.i~~8~~~t~~~l!ts.,' ; 
that ' Act of Settlement,.: .... we.musJ.,gi_~~~s~Jater. 
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When Jlalifax is g~me-he died childless in '95-it 
is ·impossibi~- to. feel much human· interest in any con- ·. 

temporary statesm~n, except perhaps· the hop.est Tory 
Nottingham and the Whig Lord Ghancellor Somers, 
who was, if not a very great lawyer, a ,truly good, 
modest, learned and able man, the friend of Tillotson, 
of Addison, Steele, Congreve, Locke ~nd-•Isa~c Newton; 
he was too good for the Parliamen( of the ag_e,' which, 
after vainly trying to prove him guilty of .cbfllplicity 
in piracy, impeached him for allowing William ·the . 
use of the Great Seal to set to a Treaty with France in 
IJOO. Charles Montagu, who was created, after the 
extipction of the Savile title, Earl of Halifax, was a 
convinced Whig and a most able financier, to whom 
much of the success of the recoinage and of the Bank 
was due; he was a man of respectable character, but 
intolerably arrogant and conceited, and the bt~tt _of all 
Tory opposition at the end of the reign. Mary's. unc;les, 
Rochester and Clarendon, were in many ways respect
able men, but both intrigued with James, and Clarendon 
had once to be sent to the Tower. Churchill, who had 
turned the scale against James at Salisbury, and who 
ruled Princess Anne through his wife, became Earl of 
Marlborough -at William's Coronation, and is believea to 

, . have betrayed his secrets to France; he even ·had to be 
sent to the Tower on suspicion, though n·o one then 
knew, or perhaps ·even yet knows the truth about his. 
treachery. William was so accustomed to treachery that 

. he soon readily employed him again, and he was in high · 
·favour at the _end of the reign. G?dblphin, .though he 
. cared more for horse racing than for politics, was also 

treacherous, and corresponded .with. J all).es to the epd 
.· .... of his life ; but he was too useful at the Treas_ury to be 
.. 
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.. :dismjssed: ~. ~~~~;<9,p¢rha~s.·, -~he,_~·.bl~c~~t-.heatt~d· 
• villa:lndn- :~ng·iish'c ~J:;Ustory~" had~ fleds.?obro.ad,8;.!n~disguise 
i in -O~tob~r;<f.S:%;.~anQ.,en:joye~:Lthe-distinction~9Lbejng._at 
1 one time: ·exem:P:~ea from pardon both by William and 
. Jl:mies: ·. n:a.t'tlie~'Sneaked_b_a!:;k..:in;.,~gr,~wormed-.... hirriself. 
·' . - . 
~in~~-~~illia_m:.s.,,:c~p.fi,4~nct;,.,)md,"ev!3n .... be<::arn~;.,fo:r...,""a __ .Jew 
~years.:-~X:9.r4:c:::GJl-~mperlain; Edward Russell, who .died 
'Lorct~C5ia:qr}i·:·wa~:- one: of the Seven Lord~ _who had in-
~ .. ~ ~ ~ ·. 

· v~te&::~~li:iam to. England ; he was Treasurer of the.' 
. Naoyy:;;nd: Adrniral of the'fleet, but he turned traitor 
·like· the ~est, and only· his professional pride as a sailor 
.pr~vefl,te~. hi!fi·from losing the battle of La Hogue on 
pmpose .. pan by became Marq"!lis_oLCarrnaxtl:l,eg agq;!.b.en 
.nuke.:of~Leeds ; · his actual_-overtures to James were 
·pro~ably. not very ~erious, but he was soon in trouble . • 

. for receivln'g a~ enormous. bribe from the East India-

.. ·c9rnpa~:¥ .· . · Jruly "'' thei<JYHni!?h:;rs{'-*were"'"'2an~~:ev.iL ... gang. 
: ~wn~ia:rll ·always tried to seleGt his servants from both 
~ -~'arties,. but; 'as-the House of Commons; at each triennial 

~· . . 

:·eYection,'was· alternately Tory or Whig, he was driven 
·:.-~ore apd more fo COI_lCiliate the party in power in that 
/.Hou~e: ·:oy- choqsing ·Ministers of. that party; and,.,he 
f~as _,tht;ts ·~ pncpnsdously. ,.feeling., his.~way ""'tow_~r.,ds the 

~ciltio;Us ·principle-:whkh·lies-aLthe root.of.m2qeii1,<;~pinet 
Government. 

-Every summer William, with a sigh of relief, went off 
·;to Holland· or: .to Flanders. to' diploinatiz~ or to fight, 
iea:ving Ma~y, or after her death ·a committee of Peers as 
Regents ·behind .him; so may w~, with similar feelings, 

. !· ~ 

f0llow 4i;n.abroa:Ci to those,:fields where h~ and England · . 
··~ere re~lly 'great. War was· declared against Fran.ce iri · .. 

May; .~8g. Th~re was n~al danger of a French descent; • 
especially: after James had gone to Ireland 'in March. ~ · 
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g8 THE GRAND ALLIANCE 

The French Fleet was actually greater th::m our own; it 
was in excellent fighting trim and ably led by Tourville, 
and the plan of combining a Mediterranean Fleet from 
Toulon with an Atlantic Fleet from Brest was already 
well understood in France. In June, '8g, Tourville 
appeared in the Channel, in force far superior to the 
English and Dutch Fleets, and beat Admiral Herbert, 
now Lord Torrington, off Beachy Head. It was not a 
serious defeat, and it was partly owing to the jealousy · 
of Russell/ who sent Torrington peremptory orders to 
fight instead of going down and leading the Fleet him
self. But it produced a panic in England; Torrington 
was sacrificed to this panic, tried by court-martial, and 
never employed again. It is worthy of note that his 
old ' tarry-breeks ' captains, such as Shovell (who, as 
a boy in the First Dutch War, had swum through the 
enemy's fire with despatches in his mouth) and Benbow, 
always believed in him. 

Meanwhile William was knitting up alliances abroad, 
and England joined the Grand Alliance in September. 
In this were comprised (i) Spain, now governed by the 
last of her Hapsburg Kings, a decrepit degenerate, who, 
when he wanted a new wife from Germany, had to ask 
for an English Squadron to escort her from Holland! 
(ii) the Emperor, so busy with the Turks on his Eastern 
frontier that he was wholly dependent on the Allies 
to defend his Western; (iii) the Elector of Brandenburg, 
expecting to be entitled ' King of Prussia' for his pains ; 
(iv) the Duke of Savoy, expecting to be called King of 
something else, he didn't mind what, a shifty fellow 
who deserted us in r6g6; (v) the King of Denmark, who 

1 Partly also owing to the failure of the Dutch to understand 
],'orrington's really skilful tactics. 
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expected aiid got very little· except subsidies; (vi) the 
ruler of Hanover, ready to ·sell his soldiers or his soul to 
the highest bidder; he deserted in r6gr, but came back 
in return for the solemn promise of an Electorate.; and 
finally (vii) Holland itself, which now definitely agreed 
to combine its Fleet with our; own, always under the· 
flag of an English Admiral. An overwhelming ·Com:. · 
bination, you· would say, especially with such a soldier
statesman as William to lead it ! But France .faced it 
with the utmost gallantry, at once on the .Alps, the 
Pyrenees, the Upper Rhine, the Netherlands. and the Sea. 
And, on the whole, in the field she rather more than 
held. her own, but at a cost which even the ' King of 
the richest kingdom in Europe,' as Louis 'Undoubtedly 
was, could not stand for long; and, hard hit as Engiand, 
the 'Paymaster,' was by taxes, before the Peace France 
was 'in· a much worse condition. 

The years 'go and 'gr wer~, as far as William :was 
concerned, taken up with the campaign in Ireland which· 
I have narrated elsewhere. In '92 France, with a good 
Jacob.ite conspiracy in .her pocket, in which Admiral 
Russell and possibly Marlborough were deeply involved, 
sent Tourville to invp.de England, whose whole Army 
was then being shipped over to Flanders. Mary acted 
with swift and·. splendid courage, stopped the regiments 
at the ports, sent~my Lord Marlborough to the Tower, 
and compelled Russell to go and fight. Russell sulkily 
obeyed, and let Shovell win the battle of La Hogue for 
him; i~ force he was nearly double the French Fleet, but 
calms and a fog fought for the French, and only about 
half of our F1eet got into action at all ; even then we 
let· far too many French ships escape. Shortly after~ 
wards the . French captured an enormous fleet . of 
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merchant ships, English and Dutch, bound for Smyrna. 
During the remainder of the war the Navy of France 
played no important part, though her privateersmen, 
especially the celebrated Jean Bart, preyed upon our 
commerce in the Atlantic and the Channel with fearful 
effect. No one as yet seems to have grasped the 
importance of keeping up a constant blockade of the 
French ports, and much of our naval strength in this 
reign was wasted in attempts at effecting a landing 
at some point in the Channel. In American waters 
there was seldom much peace ; and it was the age of 
the West Indian buccaneers or privateers, who preyed 
on friend and foe alike, and it was certainly the age 
of a good deal of maritime activity. One of the greatest 
of English sailors, the ex-pirate Dampier, who was also 
our first hydrographer, and, if one may coin a word, 
our first anemographer, was making great voyages to 
the Far East; in r6gg he only just missed, owing to his 
preference for warm latitudes, anticipating by eighty 
years the discoveries of Captain Cook. However, La 
Hogue had put an end to serious danger of invasion, 
and Louis was now bending all his efforts to fighting 
William in the old 'cockpit of .Europe,' the Spanish 
Netherlands, which we then roughly called Flanders. 
" I wish, Dr. Slop," quoth my uncle Toby, " you had 
seen what prodigious armies we had in Flanders." 

Louis' campaigns here were intended to be mainly 
wars of sieges : it is a country of rich towns admirably 
fortified, and much cut up with great rivers; an invader 
who knows his business can keep the defender, even if 
the latter be in superior force, trotting to and fro in a 
harassed condition by meri"acing different fortresses, and 
can then pounce from time to time on _the most 
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convenient one. William, for -his pai:t, incessantly· 
manreuvred to bring on a battle: in 'gr he had failed 
to do this, and the French captured Mons. In '92 thre_e 
French Armies appea~ed before the_ great forhess of 
·Nainur, at the confluence of .the. Sambre and Meuse. 
William, whose natural base was Brussels, and behind 
that Holland,- advanced to the relief, but --Marshal 
Luxemburg held all the bridges over the flooded rivers 
and Namur fell at the beginning of June. This enabled 
Luxemburg to. threaten Brussels, for the relief of '_\;hich 
William hastened back. As_ both Armies manreuvred on 
opposite banks of the. river Senne, William planned on 
July 23rd a surprise for Luxemburg, who had taken 
post near Steinkirk, and almost caught him napping ; 
in a desperate strife, in which the first French line 
broke to shivers, the Allies were ultimately defeated, 
mainly because ·the Dutch commander, -Count Solms, 
withheld his division from supporting the attack. It 
was one of the bloodiest battles of modern tiJVeS, our 
Guards and Cutts' regiment. being almost annihilated. 
William, however; ·conducted the retreat in slow_ and 
admirable order, and Luxemburg's Army· had been so 
much ·shattered that he could attempt nothing more 
that year. 

Armies in those days moved slowly, and there was 
always a long period of hibernation; not till May, '93, 
did Luxemburg concentrate his forces again at -Mon~, 
to cover another French Army under Bouffiers, which 
was intended to conduct the sieges. William, still 
based on Brussels, ;:tdvanced to the Senne and took 
post near Hal ; there during the month, of June the two. 
Arniies glared at each other. Early in. July Luxemburg 
moved off t? his right, pounced on Huy, and threatened 
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Liege and Mastricht. William, whose right had been 
extended to contain the French left near Tournay, was 
obliged to hasten to his own left to save the great Meuse 
fortress. He had thus but fifty as against eighty thousand 
when he faced Luxemburg at Landen on July 29th; 
this time it was William who was on the defensive, and 
in a badly chosen position. Yet we beat back two 
successive attacks of the flower of the French troops, 
and the French losses were not far short of our own. 
As at Steinkirk, so at Landen, the brunt of the fighting 
and all the glory of the defeat fell to the British troops ; 
and, but for William's coolness and personal valour at 

·the end of the day, the whole Army would have been 
annihilated. "Gallant mortal," cried my uncle Toby, 
"this moment now that all is lost, I see him galloping 
across me [to cover the retreat over the bridge of Neer
specken] to bring up the remains of the English horse 
to support the right, and tear the laurel from Luxem.:. 
burg's brows if yet 'tis possible. I see him, with the 
knot of his scarf just shot off, infusing fresh spirits into 
poor Galway's regiment, riding along the line, then 
wheeling about and charging Conti at the head of it. 
Brave! brave! by Heaven! he deserves a Crown." 

These two actions alone are enough to cover the still 
young British Army with an imperishable halo ; and. 
the heroes of them were Cutts (nicknamed ' the Sala
mander'), Ramsay, Mackay (Dundee's old enemy, killed 
at Steinkirk), Tollemache and the Huguenot Earl of 
Galway. Luxemburg, shattered as he was, ended the 
campaign with the capture of Charleroi, which gave 
France the whole line of the river Sambre. The year 
'94 found neither side in a position for any great 
und('rtaking, but it was marked by a descent of an 
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English force upon Brest which, being intende9- merely 
as a feint, was by the rashness, of our Gener;:tl pushed 
too far, and ended in disaster and defeat. 1 William, 
' after spitting blood for a dq.y and ·a. night; to .. the 
horror of his wife, now so near ~er own unlooked-for' · i · 

end, departed, as usual, to Flanders, where the stat1;ts 

quo was maintained all that year;_ and, when '95 
opened, it was ;nanifest that the· tide . was beginning 
to turn in favour. of William .and his Allies, ;For 
Louvois, the great organizer of French victories,· had 
been dead two years, arid no'Y the fiery-hearted dwarf; 
Lux.emburg, :had gone too. France· seemed to be almost 
on the defensive, and was laying down a long line· of. 
fortified entrenchments stretching from NamuL to the·- , 
sea .. Agreater strategis~ than William would h;:tvc:: pierced 
these lines.with ease; as it was he was able, though at 
a great_ expenditure ?f men; to retake Namur in July. 
It was the last bit of''fighting he was to see; in :96 them 
was practically nothing, ,in· '97. the Peace of Ryswick 
was signed, and the first act of the drama was over. 

The Treaty-was signed in September, and by it Louis 
renounced all his annexations since 1678 with the ex
cepti~m of Strasburg; . he recognized William as King of 
England and promised to aid no more Jacobite plots.· 
This Peace was indeed a necessity for both sides: for 
the French, because their great rich kingdom was al~ost 
drained of res~:mrces; for the Allies, because the Duke. of 
Savoy had deserted them and had thereby set free. a 

::o· 
1 Marlborough is often accused of betraying the design to 

Louis ; it is now certain that Louis knew about it before he 
received Marlborough's information, and that Marlb()rough knew 
that he knew of it. Wi!liam also knew this and encouraged 

.· Marlborough to write ! 
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whole new French Army, which had been busy fighting 
his hardy Piedmontese on the Alps. The real reason, 
however, which moved the King of France to conclude 
was the shndow of the enormous question of the succession 
to the Monarchy of Spain. Perhaps we need again to 
be reminded that this Monarchy still held the Southern 
Netherlands, the Duchy of Milan, the Kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily, the Balearic Islands, the whole of 
Central and Southern America except Brazil and Guiana, 
the Philippine Islands in the Pacific, and the largest 
and richest of the West Indies. But I don't think we 
need trouble our heads to learn (unless for examination 
purposes) the Table of Kindred and Affinity or the 
terms of the Treaties, \vhich seemed to give that suc
cession to one or another non-Spanish claimant. Only 
let us remember this ; by descent the Dauphin of France 
was through his mother the right heir of the whole 
Spanish inheritance, but Louis JiiV. when marrying 
that mother had solemnly sworn not to claim it. The 
baby son of the Elector of Bavaria was the second 
best heir, and, if oaths had meant anything, he should 
have succeeded to the whole; the astonishing thing 
is that every diplomatist in Europe did not rally to 
his claim, for he was a harmless candidate just because 
Bavaria was a comparatively powerless State. The 
third best heir was the Emperor Leopold of the House 
of Austria, who traced his descent from Philip III. of 
Spain, whereas the other two traced from Philip IV. 
But oaths or no oaths, Louis XIV. had no intention 
of ' letting go ' ; if he could not secure the whole 
Spanish inheritance, he would grab at detached 
pieces, he would ' partition ' the Spanish Monarchy. 
To this Leopold, with characteristic Austrian tenacity, 
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would have nothing to say, though he was willing to 
·disarm oppositiop. by. handing over the, inheritance. to 
his second son, Charles. 

As the life of Carlos II. flickered towards its feeble 
dose, the diplomatists of Europe, and William, the' 
champion of_ Europe, began to shudder at the very 
possible prospect of something like Universal Monarchy · 
for· France ; and. Louis, who dreaded that Carlos might 
bequeath the whole to the Bavarian baby or, worse· 
still, to the House of Austria, agreed in '98 to a 
secret Treaty ·with William knoWn as the First Par
tition Treaty, by· which the Austrians were to have 

i' 
Milan, the Dauphin to have Naples and Sicily, and· the 
baby the rest. Then in February, ;99, smallpox carried 
off the baby, and William, tormented almost into. his · 
grave and robbed," as we shall presently see,_ of almost 
all his fine Army by his factious Parliament, consented 
to a second Treaty,• by which the Dauphin was to 
have Naples and Sicily and also the Duchy of Milan, 
which he was then to exchange for Lorraine_, while 
an Austrian Archduke was to have the rest (February, 
1700). Then, and not till then, feeling in Spain,
hitherto pro-Austrian rather than pro-French, began to 
declare. itself in fav~ur _of. the Power most likely to be 
able to keep the whole inheritance together. Finally 
on November rst the King of Spain 'died, and, when 
his will was opened, it was found that the whole inherit
ance was bequeathed to Philip, Duke of Anjou, second 
son of the Dauphin, on condition that the Crowns of 
Fra:nce and Spain shbuld never be united, Louis, who 
would never have- sworn to the Partition _Treaties' if ·· _ 
he had foreseen this will, at once broke his oaths, both 
the former and the latter, and accepted the will . . 



ro6 INFATUATION OF PARLIAMENT 

And so the life work of William seemed to be thrown 
away. Yet what could he do? At the news of Ryswick 
in '97 the Funds indeed had risen, but the King's power 
had fallen. He had been, to Whigs and Tories alike, 
merely an engine of war-something like one of those 
'new-invented wheel engines,' four of which he had 
taken with him to Ireland_in '90, 'which discharge 150 
musket barrels at once, and, turning the wheel, as many 
more ; they are very serviceable to guard a pass.' 1 

' Down with the Army t ' was on every one's lips. It 
was a Tory who moved, in December, '97, to reduce 
the Army to the limits of r68o, and it was Whigs, 
J acobites and Republicans alike who howled a unani
mous 'Aye t' The Parliament of 1698-9 was strongly 
Tory, and· the Army in England was reduced to 7,ooo 
'native Englishmen'; the King's favourite Dutch 
Guards were the first to be sent away. William was 
so much hurt that he seriously meditated retiring to 
Holland and letting England go to the French dogs 
in her own parliamentary fashion. Even the accept
ance of the Spanish will, and the insolent triumph of 
Louis in his perjury, did not move England a whit; 
she seemed utterly blind to the danger ahead, even 
when Louis, now assuming himself to be lawful master 
in Flanders, ejected those Dutch garrisons which the 
Peace of Ryswick had allowed to be established in 
certain 'Barrier' fortresses of that country. When 
Parliament met, in February, 1701, William was only 
able to speak to it of his desire to strengthen the 
English Fleet, and this it cheerfully authorized hitn 
to do. 

1 These seem to be forerunners of the modern ' Maxim ' ; 
there are very few new things under the sun. 
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But,· as Louis went on, ·in the sight of all ineri,' to 
swallow 'the whole of Belgimh, the temper of the Nation 

. , 
outside Pa,rliament began to change, and a- symptom 
of this was a celebrated petition from' the Grand'"Jury' 
of Kent to the House of Commons in favour of a more 
warlike attitude ; the House- imprisoned the persons 
who presented the petition.· On the Continent ~ar 
broke out earlY, in the summe'r ; the Austrians, at least, 
were not going to submit tamely to such an unheard-of 
attack on the 'balance of power.' Arid Williain was 
clearly in communication with them, when ~n event 
happened which threw the whole game into his hands.· 

· On September.6tk died,a:tSt.,Germai.n§:.J\;i~g,.J~:m.,~)J. ; .. 
a few . hours before his death Louis . visited him and 
assured him that he would recognize his son, Treaty ·or 
no Treaty, as James IlL When we say, as we often 
do; that the King ~f France acte~ as a- true gentieman · 
in doing this,_ we muS't remember that :he thereby broke 
another oath-, that' of Ryswick; in which he had solemnly 
sworn to recognize William III. ; and it is part of the 
duty of a gentleman to keep oaths inviolate. It was 
no( -however, the character .of Louis, but his insolent 
attempt to dictate to the people of England who their 
King was to be, which moved even the House of Commons 
to abandon its factious opposition ; in a· new Parliament 
at the end of 1701, though there was no complete Whig 
reaction, an instant vote of absolute confidence in 
William was passed; an Army of 40,090 soldiers, a Nav.y 
of 40,000 sailors and~1o,ooo marines, were voted, together 
with subsidies for 1o,ooo foreign troops ; and the King 
was authorized to negotiate for a fresh entry of ~ngland 
into the Grand Alliance. An oath of abjuration of the 
Stuarts was to be impose·d on all persons holding any 
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office or benefice, and a cruel Bill of Attainder against 
the innocent young James III. was added. This was 
in February, and early iri March William had a fall from 
his horse and fractured his collar-bone; the shock, slight 
as it was, was too much for his worn-out frame, and 
on March 8th his silent, suffering, harassed life came 
to an end. Ah ! could we then but have kidnapped 
the gallant boy of fourteen, not yet saddened by ill-luck 
and poverty, and brought him over here, who knows 
but he might have proved a right English King? But 
we had to be content with ' Good Queen Anne.' 

And Good Queen Anne was now childless. On 
July 30th, 1700, had died another gallant boy, her only 
son the Duke of Glcmcester ; and this had led to the 
passing of the fatal Act of Settlement, by which, on the 
death of Ann~: tl{e ~r~~- was to g~ to ' Sophia Electress 
of Hanover and her heirs being Protestants.' William 
had been strong for this; but remember always that, 
hero as he was in the field, and English as he was by his 
mother, William was at heart no Englishman, and cared 
very little for England except as leading member of 
his splendid Coalition. Dismal Germans were to sit on 
the throne of Elizabeth; and there may well have been 
old men alive in 1700 whose fathers or mothers had 
watched by her pillow in March, 1603, and heard her 
say '·she would have no rascal's son in her seat.' 

Sophia was a daughter of another Elizabeth, 'Queen of 
Bphemia,' and so was granddaughter of King James I. ; 
she was a woman of remarkable character and ability, 
which her descendants, until Victoria the Great, did 
not inherit; but the Parliament, which now offered her 
the throne, provided, with great discretion, in the Act 
of Settlement certain definite limitations of her power 
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and of that of all future Kings of her line; e.g., 'that 
this Nation be not obliged to engage in any war for the 
defence of' -.;-Hanover; that ''Such successor shail. not 
go without consent or Parliament' -to Hanover; that 
' no office under the Crown or g~ant of lands from the 
Crown or seat in either House· of Parliament shall be 
held '-by any person from Hanover. All these- pro
visions,. as we shall see, were repealed or set aside by the 
Hanoverian sovereigns. Still more important was the 
insertion in the Act cif some clauses which the Whigs had 
tried in r689 to get inserted into. the Bill of Rights; 
e.g:, that all matters of State shall be transacted in 
the Privy Council, and all resolutions signed by those 
Privy Councillors who have advised them; that no 
person having an office under the Crown or a pension 
from the Crown shall sit in the Lower House·; that -a . 
persi:m ·impeached by the ·commo!_ls shall not be able 
to plead against such an impeachment any pardon 
which·· the Crown may have granted him ; that the 
Judges shall be irremovable except after Address- to Jhe 
Crown ·from both House?,-.'_,,Unqualifi.ed approval can 
be given only to the last of these provisions; but, if we 
take· them all together,_ it bec?mes evident that they 
were .. a deliberate and far-sighted attempt to settle the 

'"':C: ll HlFI~lll.'il ~~~ J.!l)"F'l :'l'bft .· ,~,:.,_-y,,-~·~..,- 7'"' ~ ~ ""'· -~ ·~ • 

_b_a_si_s_of_S_o_v_e_r_ei~~y..:.., almo~t ~~~<2!!Y.)n .J~~ }":~!fouses 

<?f...Pa~l_i~m~~L~!11e1£L£9~t~<:..!).:o~'Y£~L~!!~~ili>~Pl2:
rogative ; that they were, in fact, the final solution of 
~ r«¢ PP1d Ill &~ ·u•-••1: •• Jlit•il llllf'.i)IW . t.IIR«.!u«t~~- &JUC:aoWI!D.· 

that ' Problem of Sovereignty ' which the circumstances 
-"".'%! ...... 4 ;Ql 4'. _a tW!(~ -=•~,.,~~---- ~ 

-of the Seventeenth Century h9-d thrown upon the table 
for discussion, and which· kings, statesmen and philo
sophers· had successively attempted to solve, each ·in 
favour of himself or of his partisans. 



CHAPTER IV 

"GOOD QYEEN ANNE" 
No more uninteresting· sovereign than Queen Anne 
ever influenced the destinies of a great nation. In 
Scottish phrase she was 'just a body,' in person homely 
to the last degree, blear-eyed, at the end of her life very 
fat, and with only one charm, a lovely voice ; to art, 
music and letters equally dead; ·very dull of intellect, 
of a very obstinate temper and extremely superstitious. 
In the midst of the most brilliant and witty society she 
would chew the sticks of her fan for lack of conversation. 
But she was kind to the poor and to old soldiers, she 
was a devoted and affectionate wife and mother, and 
she was capable of one great friendship beyond the 
limits of her family. We must always remember that 
she was in constant ill-health from her earliest youth. 
She ha:d many infants who barely survived their birth, 
and many miscarriages; the death, at the age of ten, 
of her one promising boy, the Duke of Gloucester, must 
have been a fearful blow to her (June 29th, 1700). In 
her last years she was incessantly tormented by ague 
and gout. She is said to have been passionately fond 
of hunting in Windsor forest, but, as she pursued that 
sport ' in an open calash ' drawn by one horse, it must 
have been of rather a mild kind. 

She was thirty-seven at her accession, had been tutored 
IIO 
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by ·Bishops Compton and Lake, courted m r68r · by
him who was afterwards- George L, and.-ma~;r.ieJ.Lin 

r~83~at .the .age~oL,eighteen, ~,to ~-a-.dl.lll,,_jgllM,.-JO!;:.bo_nest 
. .... ~ ( . . . " 

g'entleman, fond of horse-racing and .good,_J~,yjp.g,-~~·Hed · 
PriiJ.C~:rGeQ.rge1pf:·t'>ce:vmark-,,_ 'In'IJ05 she paid a thous~nd 
guineas for a race~horse as a present for her husband. 
William had persistently snubbed t]:_tat husband, but 
had been prudent ~nough, after Mary~s death, to seek 
an immediate reconciliation with Anne and her friends 
the Marlboroughs, who had been inducing her to write 
penitent letters to her exiled father; There is no real 
evidence that her father had ever forgiven her, but it 
is- quite possible that her feeling for him and her desire 
for her half-brother's succession revived after the death 
of her' own soD:. In public she was always obliged .to 
protest het support of the Hanoverian Sri~cession, . al.., 
though, like . Queen ElizaQ'et:h, she- profoundly r~se~ted 
the incessant speculations as to the events which ~~uld' 
follow her death; · 

The 'Church of England's Glory' is the 'title which 
a famous-old song· gives to Anne; but it must be con
fessed that neither Church nor Queen had any great 
reason to be proud of each other. One most excellent 
thing. the Queen did for the Church when she resigned 
the £rJ,OOo a year which came to the Crown from the 
old .' first-fruits and tenths ' (the ' Annates ' of Henry' " 
VIIL's time) and made it ,into ' Queen Anne's Bounty. 
for the Augmentation of Small Livings'; but her Church · 
patronage was not nearly so wisely exercised as that 
of her sister had been.. And the Church was no ·longer ...........::::::a=:::- 'lf"I;J'=-ta:::.-- _,_-~. _ _., 

the Church of Laud or even of the Seven Bishops ; much 
2B il)ii ZR:S ~~~~4:r-1-.. 

that was best. in that old Church had passed over to 
,.a • • _ _.,..., ., -.:n•t:wtwa;goaws thlka ,..,.,.~ ·XIIQ.e.,..,. ••»••"~~,...._. . 
. t~; .~oP.);llrorh.;,;.JP~.Jyarning and the piety were gone 
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while the intolerance remained and became a political 
force, concentrated on hatred of Dissenters. No words 
were too bad for the High Church clergymen to use in 
describing the Low Church Bishops appointed since the 
Revolution; of 'canonical obedience' they ·reeked as 
little as their successors to-day.. Convocation, which 
had been prudently muzzled by William, now met 
unchecked, and fierce invectives by its Lower against 
its Upper House were of constant occurrence. In the 
really religious movements of the time, the ' Society for 
the Reformation of Manners,' which was trying to purify 
the stage, the ' Society for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge' (founded r6gg), and the 'Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel ' (founded · 1649, but dating 
all its development from the period before us), the 
High Churchmen took little part, and as little in the 
foundation of charity schools, many of which now owed 
their origin to Dissenting communities. 

' Manners and morals ' do on the whole become dis
tinctly more modern, not always with good results, 
during the reign. Material prosperity was fairly high; 
the 'hungry years' of William's reign were over, yet 
wheat was usually well over 40s. a quarter. London 
was becoming more and more 'the fashion,' and! 
in London, the centres of fashion were Bloomsbury, 
St. James' Square and Piccadilly. Kensington, still a 
rural village, was already full of fine houses and gardens. 
Drury Lane and the Haymarket were the only two 
theatres, and the stage was still very wicked; in 1706 
twenty-four actors were indicted for immorality and 

j profaneness. But before the end of the reign the in
fluence of Addison and of Steele had begun to purify 

·~--~~~-·.:..::l~~~:~~~!:";,,,'· ... ·· 

the literature of fiction and, to some extent, the Drama . . 
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Attne forbade the Opera to be performed in Passion Week. 
Executions were fewer than before, though wom,en were 
still occasionally ~urned at Tybu~n for false· coining. 
Bull- and bear-baiting were no longer fashionable fo_r 
the upper classes, though Hockley Hole- was still crowded 

·.· twice a week by the lower~the keeper · of the beat
. garden there was killed· by ()ne of his pets in 1709-. 

and cock-fighting wa? still the sport;.of,g~ntlel1len. Art, 
•• - ... :;:., • ·' ...,._ - _......, .,.:...._ __ • _ . .;>!,t .•• ·.~;,..:-t- _r. • 

except that of portrait~painting, was not; but Handel 
came to England in 1710, and began to stimulate a taste 

· for music which had never wh9lly died out. Cricket, 
which,· in some sha-pe or other, had· been a boys' game 
before the end of the Sixteenth Century, was now a 
sport for men, and we find frequent references to matches 
at it, though these were ~lways played' for money. 
Gambling ... and~horse~Laci;ng,.w~ere.<;<::tb~,-=-G.IJ.!:.S.e!?~qf~tlMr-;1..'!-ge, 
and gambling on the infant Stock ExchaJge was. ac
compahied with frequent failures .. In Luttrell's Diary 
we may read how such-and~such an 'exchange-broker 
who dealt most~y in Stocks,' has 'gone aside' (a sweet 
euphemism) for £roo,ooo. He also records the betting 
at the coffee-houses, of which there were said to be 3,000 

in London, on the events of the war abroad. - We are . . -~ 

brought near to our own ~ays of silly excitement over 
silly feats when we read of a German, aged sixty-four, who 
wagers that he will walk 300 miles in Hyde Park in six 
Jays, and does it with a mile to spare ; still nearer when 
we read of the great difficulty with which the Govern-·· 
ment was confronted before it could hang for murder 
a ·famous prize-fighter 1 who was a popular favourite; 

· nearest of all, perhaps, in the fuss made about the pro
secution of Dr. Sacheverell, which is probably the first 
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l Cook, a Gloucest~r butcher, 
~::- 8 



A 'MODERN' AGE 

instance of a newspaper-fed agitation. The first daily 
journal, the Daily Courant, dates from IJOZ, but there 
were already fifty-five weekly papers. There is a penny 
post within London from IJII; there are flying coaches, 
doing their fifty miles a day, in the South of 
England ; the turnpike system is extended over all the 
home counties; there are regular packet-boat services 
to Calais, Corunna, Holland, Dublin, Lisbon, New York 
and the West Indies. In April, IJIO, four Indian 
'kings,' or sachems, come to London· to offer their 
services against the French in Canada ; they are lionized 
about London by the Lord Chamberlain, ' and 'tis 
said they'll go over and have a view of our Army in 
Flanders.' Perhaps these children of the forest were 
being ' run ' by an American syndicate. How ' modern,' 
too, that the Government should find it cheaper to have 
ships-of-war built by private firms than in its own dock
yards, that Lord Fairfax should take out a patent for 
the fishing up of Spanish wrecks in the West Indies, 
that collieries at Newcastle should 'take fire and blow 
up,' that the Treasurer of the African Company should 
'go off with their money and their books,' that seven 
thousand destitute Germans should come to England 
in a single year (I709), and that foreign Protestant re
fugees should earn money at Wandsworth for making 
red hats for Cardinals at Rome. 

-""' ~ In the department of literature men have spoken of 
/ the 'Augustan Age of Anne' ; the epithet seems to me to 

sr:::o1~ ,- m·:rc r w ~~~~-~~~~,:~;-.~:..;.~::t~.K -¢o. 

be ill-chosen, for no grea!._poet reached his full maturity 
'('%~~ _ .,,.,.~,:::::X:--'¥.>-t-S~«: ~ - - ' 

during her reign. Drxgen, indeed, almost lived into 
it, dying in IJOO, and PQReowas twelve at her accession; 
in 1709 he published his ' Pastorals,' and three years 
later his exquisite 'Rape of the Lock'; but his' Homer' 
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was only just begun .;hen ·the Queen died. ..-In 
pro~~. however, a·· new. e.rt!:js_..,)1_o_ti_ceable.,~9-nQ.-' J!A.<tp~en 
inaugurated .. by D_ryden,,.,., ~ho ~*as,·perl}§::g_~...,,!_l;_l~._,)irst 
' writer for bread,' the first ' professional' in the craft 

.. of literature. A professional who is to succeed must 
hit the taste of his public; the 'reading public,' though 
not educated up to the standard attained 'by a few in 
the Sixteenth Century, had vastiy extended in number 
since the Restoration, but.,like other ' publics' it craved 

. amusement rather than elevation, it did not want to 
fatigue its brains. . Dryden and his successors knew 
this, and, ,if they simplified style and clarified grammar, 
they rejected also the glowing imagery in which the 
lofty thoughts of the Elizabethan and Caroline writers. 
had been expressed. In reading Milton, or _Sir Thomas 
Browne, or even qarendon, we often feel that the 
author's great idea; outrun· his power of expressing 
them ; l:;>utt"Dr-yd~JJ-;;=<!''temfll!'l;~_,Adg]%011>'i.~)¥,ift;.and1:·Defoe 
are ;p,erfect 'masters,.,hotl:J."'e,£-:rri:h0JJg-!Jt~§~!lc~J'P~Jl.::-:•·~on, 
~~~f~~lh?:PS>lli!9St--;:typi~a~--oJ~>th,~;:S}}:1_90th, 
p_q}ished ... and somewhat· -·l},e.,<J.rtl.~~~?J,&~~f1Yi.rif'f.bi~-e 
~Il1.'\J~_gir~i.!¥~J:is..,~n,~tq~qr.; "'we are sorry for our erring 
~r unfortunate brother when he goes under in the race 
p 
O,f life ; but .we do not lend him ten pounds ; we tap 
6,ur snuff-box, say 'Stap ·my vitals,' and pass on to a 

(~out at a Whig duchess's house. !f~;s..wl?.~Y?Jy,:gcc 

~~~!E!~«t,C!_.t:.l2~~.;~JE2t~el£.iliillatl.!g?~~f!12Q?Ji!9J!§~~g~P!lY11.}ch 
th~y,;:-wear. 

fone remarkable fact about literature remains to be 

nbted; th;_le~A!,I1g~~g;",w;~.!l~e 
Gover~mel!.~ fo.;~P~Y~a..t_. they never were 
7_.-~.-- --~ ..., -~V.>• :; ft. .-.;/ft.:· -"- • 

before or since. The Whig o~ the Tory party of 
· the· day would sooner sacrifice the. head of its· leader 

~ :. 
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than the pen of its drudge. That Addison and Steele 
should have written political pamphlets is, perhaps, not 
surprising, but that hvo of the most imaginative writers 

of any age, ~~1~wift, l'~ould have put themselves 
in harness, is very surprising. The Whig Ministers want 
something trenchant and 'slashing,' to win votes at an 
election ; and Defoe, a hasty writer who never corrected 
his sheets, knocks them off an article in The Review, 
which is hawked all over London with immense success. 

~wilt,. by,,..,~i.?~:"""~.9JlQ~.,,£L~~~-Pf which rr,ooo 
copies were sold in a month-November, IJII-or by 
his incredibly base ' Vindication (!) ofthe. C:;nduct of 
the Duke of Marlborough,' powerfully stimulates, if he 
does not actually create, a Tory reaction in the middle 
of a Whig war, the most triumphant war in which 

tZ7England had ever been engaged. ~~writers 

/'w~~ mi.§.t.e~~~~<;J;.l~9B~k §t~. '.Y~ll as of 
lit.er<lL.P.~S:.t9Jie:l..,.~.i'"'f9!1f-?~ ..... Q,e~LWJtQn; no one could 
'.decompose a subject into its elements' like Swift. 
To Defoe such hack work seems to have brought no 
shame, as long as it brought pay ; ~%!ft, however, 
probably got to loathe his friends almost as much as 
his foes, and deepened his hatred of mankind in the 
process. 

In Parliament faction was nearly, if not quite as bad 
as it had been in the preceding reign. That the results 
of the factious spirit on the position of the Empire were 
not utterly disastrous was largely due to the unrivalled 
patience and conciliatory spirit of the great Duke of 
Marlborough. The principle underlying the history of 
the period is very simple. The Government is com
mitted from the outset to a great war in order to check 
the ambition of France ; it is a truly national war for · 
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national defence and for expansion of Empire; but to 
the Tories it looks like a Whig war: . The Ministries 
are at first mixed, but tend to a preponderance of 
Whigs ; as ·they become Whiggier and Whiggier the 
Tory opposition to them and to the war . becomes 
nastier and nastier. · When, by ijog, the ~ritish objects 
of the war are · practically attjlined, the Whigs are 
accused of prolonging it for their own interests, and 
the Tories gel 'upon, their side a quite reasonable cry 
for peace. · But they strive to bring about this peace . 
by the most shamefUl · and underhand methods, and . 
disgrace themseives indelibly by their ingratitude to the 
great, commander who has raised the English name . to 
the highest pitch of glory. 

J ohn,,...E<!rt,.gf,_.M,~dMxg,yg_b,"'"w_bg:Ji.l;.s_qm~~~~i!!f.r~" .at 
thg_Corq11ation, was no~\(flfty~y_eaiS.,£!f1~; ~}].is .treacheries, 
both to James and William, though they must for ever 
stain his memory, were now left behind· him, and the 
remainder of his active life was to be given to'the glory 
of his country, which even his passionate love of money 
nevermore induced him to betray. To his wife, _the 
once beautiful ~ar.a4.,J~EJngs, he was even more devoted 
than to his ~-ches ; and that wife had been since r683 

the bosom .friend.and .<;9!-JJ:l~~IJ.o~e.f..;-!.!J.~.EfJ.n;Se~~::~JlW 
satonc~the.,throne, 'Nomigaily a Tory, Duke John was 
emphatically no party man, and, even at the worst 
period of his life, had never joined in the parliam.entary 
persecution of· Whigs. William had sent him to' Vienna 
in I]OI 'to negotiate for the renewal.of the Grand Alliance, 
and he then became plenipotentiary at !he Hague with 
the same object. A Knight of the Garter, Commander-. 
in~Chief not only of the English, but of all the Allied 
forces, ·Master-General of the English Ordnance, he 
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held, when we declared war in May, 1702, a position 
almost royal. He had need of all the power and all 
the prestige he could command if he were to keep to
gether and 'keep good' the discordant elements of the 
Alliance.; but his tact and his patience were infinite, 
and he succeeded in his object as, perhaps, no other 
diplomatist has ever succeeded. The Alliance nominally 
consisted· of the same Powers as that formed by King 
William, for Savoy was now again detached from France, 
and there was an Austrian gentleman upon our side 
who called himself, and whom some few Spaniards 
called, ' King of Spain.' But, the object of the Allies 
being the break up, and the object of the French the 
maintenance of the Spanish Monarchy, the heart of the 
Spanish people was with King Louis of France and with 
Louis' grandson, King Philip of Spain ; and another 
great advantage was now on the side of France, namely, 
the possession of the Spanish Netherlands, where Philip 
had been readily received as King of Spain, and, there
fore, Duke of Brabant, Count of Flanders, etc., etc. 

France could thus begin her campaigns by threatening 
Holland instead of having to fight her way through a 
country bristling with carefully fortified cities as in 
William's time. It is, then, not wonderful that our 
Dutch.friends should desire to keep the Allied Army for 
the defence of their own frontier, and should, therefore, 
throw all obstacles in the way of the great Duke's in
cessant determination to seek out the largest French 
Army he could find and beat it in the field. Over these 
and over all other obstacles, down to the year 1710, the. 
genius of 'Corporal John,' as his adoring soldiers called 
him, invariably triumphed. Let us see what were the 
means at his disposal, and how he utilized them. 
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MARLBOROUGH'S ,ADVANTAGES · ng 

·.·.· 'Iri the first place the English (after i707 the ' British') 
h Parliament,: down to r7ro, voted la~ge and· ungrudged • 

supplies for the . war: .. Inconvenient Ministers. like<the 
··crabbed . old Rochester and the honest b_ut limited 
Nottingham, who wanted a naval war only, were easily 
got ricl of. Godolphin, nominally a Tory,. was 'Lord 
Treasurer and a warm friend of the Duke ; Harley and 
St. J ohri, who came in as Secretary of State and Secretary·
at~War respectively, at first did what they were told 
to do, and only began to intrigue about r707 ; when 
they were dismissed in IJo8, Walpole, an admirable 
financier, took St. John's place; and, though the Tory 
Opposition incessantly plied the · Gry of " Church in 
Danger!" and endeavoured to stimulate a' Church fever,' 
as an antitoxin to the war fever, the career of victory 
proved until about r709 irresistible to the English 
people. · In the second place, Marlborough had an 
incomparable· second, both in diplomacy and in the 
field, in Prince Eugene, of the House of Savoy, who 
commanded the Imperial troops. Eugene was now 
forty years of age, and had already reaped his _laurels 
on ma1iy bloody fields against the Turks ; he was ani
mated by a personal hatred of Louis even greater than 
that of William; he seems to have been unacquainted 
with Marlborough till r703, and their first meeting 
only took place a few weeks before Blenheim. Thirdly, 
in Cadogan Marlborough possessed one of the b~st 

Quartermasters-General known to history. · 
But these were almost the only advantages with which 

our great General started. The jealousy of Allies iri the· 
field is proverbial, but these Allies thwarted him and 
each other in a quite exceptional nianner. On him fell 

· all the arrangem~nts to be. made for the war in all places 
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at once : on the Upper Rhine, in Spain, in Italy, by sea 
and in America, as well as in his own immediate theatre,. 
the Netherlands; and, except by Eugene, he was badly 
served in almost every quarter. The greatest hindrance 
came from the constant presence in his own Army of 
two Civil Commissioners from the Estates of Holland. 
These worthy gentlemen, being, as I have already said, 
of the opinion that the defence of their own frontier 
was the main object of the war, thought it sheer madness 
to fight battles when they could be avoided, and again 
and again they interposed a direct veto upon operations 
which they considered hazardous. On the Upper Rhine 
there was slow old Ludwig of Baden with a strong 
German force. He had been fighting bravely for fifty 
years ; in 1705 he actually expected the whole campaign 
to be delayed a month because he wanted to go and 
' drink the waters.' When he died, in 1707, he was 
succeeded by an incompetent sulky boor, the Elector 
of Hanover, afterwards George I., who took upon himself 
to be jealous of Eugene. The Austrian Prince who now 
called himself Charles III. of Spain, and for whose title 
we were supposed to be fighting, had a double dose of 
original stupidity and obstinacy ; he visited England in 
1703, and stayed at Petworth and several other country 
houses, where he found himself so comfortable that it 
was with great difficulty he could be got to embark for 
Spain ; when he got to that country he only thwarted 
all the plans of the brilliant but erratic British General, 
the Earl of Peterborough. In Italy the stress of the 
war fell on Eugene, and on the whole troubled Marl
borough little. None of the Admirals really understood 
the Duke's far-reaching plans of naval strategy, which 
looked for the destruction of Toulon and the command 
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of the Mediterranean. To Ame!"ica he was able to pay . 
little attention ; the Tories did. indeed send expeditions 
to· Quebec, to Newfoundland and the West Indies, but 
they were unpaid, unclothed, unfed ; only the offscour
ings of the Army ·could be spared ·for them, and if 
battalions were withdrawn for them from Flanders it 
was against_ the Duke's will. 

The transport system was shocking, 'and, whenever 
Marlborough was not present in person, mismanagement 
was rampant both aboard and ashore. "We, lay at 
anchor five weeks,~' says Private Deane, "off Tynemouth, 
waiting for orders, having only the bare deck to ·lie 
upon, which hardship caused abundance of our men to 
bid adieu to the w9rld ... it was a fatigue for the 
Devil." Gibraltar, taken by us in"' 1704; ·was a hotbed • 
of sickness ; in I7II the men there were · obliged to 
burn their huts for· fuel. In 1705 there was a serious "'· 
outbreak 6f horse sickness in the Duke's own· camp
distemper, his chaplain calls it-and it spread to the 

'enemy's cavalry also. Recruiting was always extra
ordinarily difficult;' criminals from the gaols were readily 
accepted~ though the worst men were always sent to 
the more distant theatres of war, and the worst of all 
to America. Parliament licensed impressment in the 
case of persons unable to prove ' visible means of 
subsistence.' By 1708 .free pardon had to be offered to . 
all deserters who would rejoin the colours. 

Yet out of materials o\ this na:ture t]le· Duke made, 
the Armies that won Schell~nberg, Blenheim, Ramillies, 
Oudenarde and Malplaquet, Armies that were never de
feated, that began and ended with the conviction that 

Upon each pair of English legs 
Did march three Frenchmen. 
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During the war the British contingents, in all the 
theatres of war together, rose to a total of 70,000 men 
(1709); these were nearly always raised in new regi
ments, for the Duke permitted no drafts ; a battalion 
of those days would number about goo 1 muskets, and 
each battalion, except in the case of the Guards and 
the Royal Scots, was a regiment in itself. A cavalry 
regiment counted 450 sabres. When Eugene first saw 
our cavalry he said, "Money, which you don't want 
in England, will buy fine clothes, and horses, but 
it cannot buy that lively air which I see in every 
one of these troopers' faces." Marlborough's belief in 
and love for Private Thomas Atkins has never been 
exceeded by any commander, and Thomas entirely 
reciprocated those feelings. The Duke's serenity in the 
worst dangers, to which he constantly exposed himself 
without ever getting a scratch, had something awful, 
almost godlike, in it. ' He does not use to say much, 
when he is chagrined, but nobody's countenance speaks 
more,' and his men knew that he had a true and 
tender heart for their sufferings. The result was that 
he was able to require of his men marches and assaults 
which his enemies deemed impossible. Always when 
possible he started before dawn, and was in camp by 
noon, providing carts for the sick to ride in. Tttere 
were no more arrears of pay, and almost no plunder, for 
the Duke paid ready money for everything. Woe to the 
fraudulent sutler or paymaster; the Duke would speak 
to him, and Cadogan would hang him. For the Cavalry 
he perhaps cared most: there was to be no more firing 

1 These figures must be understood to represent the strength 
at the beginning of a campaign only; the 'wastage of war' 
was enormous. 
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from horseback, a practice which the French,still used; 
Marlborough's horsemen charged at. the gallop and used 
cold steel only. , For the first time thereis .an e~ti~ely 
separate Artillery, as a scientific branch of the Service 
(1702); there are also Engineers and 'Pontoniers' to 
make bridges ; at Blenheim, Lord Orkney notes . with 
astonishment tl):at we actually made bridges' over the 
little stream in the very :face of the ene~p.y. In 1703 the.,..., 
last pikes disappeared from the Infantry regiments, and 
every soldier had a bayonet on his musket: all writers 
~estify to the excellent and accurate firing ' by platoons' 
6f the British troops. 

But the reader, like t~e Duke, is impatient to find 
the enemy and beat him. In the summer of 1702 the 
French were in occupation of the whol~ Southern Nether-. 
lands and of all the fortresses in the Meuse valley, 'with . 
the exception of Mastricht. Marlborough's first .task · 
being to deliver ,Holland from fear of invasion, he t9ok 
the field at Nimeguen_ in June, and drove Marshal 
Boufflers and. sixty thousand ·Frenchmen from thei~ 

.posts on the lower Rhine and Waal back upon Brussels, 
and in , three months had retaken, practically· without 
loss, the great Meuse fortresses of Venloo, Stevenswaert, 
Maseyk, Roermonde, Liege ; then the Dutch Com
missioners compelled hi~ ·to call a halt. In 1703 the 
Elector of Bavaria, to whom King Louis presented a coat 
with diamond buttons, value two million francs, de
clared for France, and a great combination for a joint 
French and Bavarian invasion of Austria via the Danube 
was formed. Marshal Villeroy. was meanwhile to recover 
the line of the Meuse-if he could. But he couldn't, 
and Marlborough captured Huy, and had thus got hold · 
of the whole triaD:gle between Meuse and Rhine. That 
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was the year of the terrible storm of November 27th, in 
which ten Queen's ships were lost, the first Eddystone 
Lighthouse was destroyed, the banks of the Severn were 
washed away, and even a Bishop and his wife were 
killed by falling chimneys. In r704, after consultation 
with Eugene, Marlborough in the deepest secrecy planned 
his great coup, which led to the victory of Blenheim. 
With enormous difficulty he persuaded the· Dutch to 
allow him to undertake what he at first called ' defensive 
operations on the Moselle,' and, a little later, 'measures 
for t?e relief of the Emperor.' In May he was lying 
about Mastricht, facing Villeroy, who lay with his front 
to the East based on Brussels. The Bavarians were at 
Ulm on the Danube waiting to be joined by Marshal 
Tallard, who from Alsace held both banks of the Rhine ; 
him old Ludwig of Baden watched, though with small 
forces, from the Black Forest. 

Now Marlborough knew that he might safely make a 
feint at the heart of France via the Moselle, and that, if 
he did, Villeroy must follow him, a contingen<;:y which 
even the timid Dutchmen could not fail to foresee ; 
Holland would thus be safe. Accordingly, in May, he 
marched to Bonn and up the Rhine to Coblentz, where 
the Moselle joins the Rhine. But then, to the astonish
ment of friend and foe alike, the English Duke pushed 
swiftly southwards by Mainz, struck the Neckar at 
Ladenburg, and met Eugene and Ludwig at Mondelheim 
in mid-June. Is he for Alsace? thought the French. 
Anyway Villeroy panted after him on the French side 
of the Rhine. No, by Heaven, he is for the Danube! 
On the 25th he was close to Ulm, and the Elector, in 
his diamond-buttoned coat, hastened to entrench himself 
on an almost impregnable 'kopje' outside the town of 
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Donauw6rth called the Schellenberg. · ~t was a position 
which had been attempted thirteen times in history, 
but never carried except by the Swedes under .Gustavus 
Adolphus. On July znd it was stormed for the second 
time, though with fearful loss . to .our· men,' and the 
town and bridge of Donauwo~tli . were secured. . After 
that action,· Prince Ludwig ~as· pleased to say that 
the English troops might- be killed, but couldn't be.· 
beaten. The Elector drew off, badly hit,. to Augsburg, 
and Marlborough. crossed the· Danube; got in his rear, 
and ravaged all 'Bavaria to starye him. out. , Even 
while he ravaged, he compelled the Bavarian brewers 
to go on brewing large casks of· their excellent beer for 
his soldiers. 

Meanwhile Tallard ·and Villeroy had niet in the Black 
Forest on the v~ry day of the Schellenberg fight, and an 
earnest message of .·the Ele_ctor. had summoned all pos::: 
sible French troops to_ his assistance. Eugene with the 
Austrians lay North of them at Stollhofen, but by_ the 
end of July he and Marlborough were gradu~lly dra~ng 
nearer to each-other and to the Danube. On August nth 
the latter again crossed the river Northwards and joined 
Eugene. Tallard.and the Elector did the same apd took 
up on the rzth a very strong position on the North bank 
at Blenheim. They were protected by several little 
streams running down to the Danube, one of which was 
,over twelve feet wide, and the ground was. extremely '. 
marshy between these : on their right and left they held 
and strengthen~d the villages of Blenheim and Liitzingen. 
They therefore thought t~emselves. safe either from a 
frontal or a flank attack, and, as provisions were very 
short in both camps, sat down to a starving match 
against the Allies. But Marlborough had no intention 
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of starving, and determined· to risk a battle. The 
numbers were fairly equal, something over so,ooo a 
side, the Franco-Bavarians being, perhaps, 4,000 the 
better. Early on the 13th Eugene on our right set out 
to make a long detour against the Elector and Marshal 
Marsin, who held Ltitzingen ; and Lord Cutts on our 
left, who was to try to storm Blenheim, waited to begin 
his attack till about two, by which time it was hoped 
Eugene would be successful. But Eugene was thrice 
hurled back, and at three o'clock was barely holding 
his own; soon after that the Duke in person led the 
flower of the English cavalry to a series of charges 
over the streams and marshes in the centre, and he 
used his guns and his infantry to support these charges 
in a most masterly fashion. His final and triumphant 
charge was at five o'clock, and then at last the French 
left fell back before Eugene. But the twenty-seven 
battalions and twelve squadrons of dragoons that 
held Blenheim resisted all shocks of Cutts, Webb and 
Orkney until the pursuit had swept past them and left 
the village isolated. Then Lord Orkney pointed out to 
these gallant fellows the hopelessness of their position, 
" though to tell the truth it was a little gasconade in 
me " ; in fact he confesses that he ' bluffed ' them into 
surrender. 

" Oh! que dira le Roi, que dira le Roi ! " said the 
French officers, as they laid down their arms. In killed, 
wounded and prisoners, France had lost hard upon 
40,000 men as well as roo guns : our loss was about 
r2,ooo. There was little pursuit of the few who 
escaped. Tallard was a prisoner ; the Elector fell back 
to the Rhine. Marlborough turned North-Westwards, 
crossed the Rhine at StolUwfen, and proceeded to 
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invest Landau and the Moselle .fortresses of Trier and 
. Trarbach; all three fell before the ·end of the year. 
Blenheim was the greatest English victory on land since 
Agincourt ; on September . 7th there was a solemn 
thanksgiving service in St. Paul's, and Sir Christopher 
Wren built the Queen· a throne in his -new. church 
for the occasion. The Crown granted the Duke. the 

. ancient royal manor of Woodstock, and he began to 
rear- in the park thereof the hideous structure which 
still bears the name of Blenheim Palace. England had 
other cause of rejofcing, for, a week before Blenheim, 
Admiral Rooke, who had begun the war by failing 'to 
take Cadiz, by sweeping up ;_ Plate fleet and capturing 
Vigo, seized the Rock of Gibraltar,' and decisively .'re
pulsed, off Malaga, a French Fleet that tried to recapture 
it. These events had really assured to England_ . the 
active co-operation of her old ally, Portugal; better still, 
they led Englishmen to realize Blake's .half-forgotten 
view of the all~importance of the Mediterraneari as a 
basis for England's sea-power. The Rock successfully 
resisted a most terrible siege in the win~er of 1704-5. 

The Emperor Leopold died in May, 1705, and was 
succeeded by his son, Joseph I., elder brother of the 
Archduke Charles, ' King of Spain,' for whom English 
troops under Peterborough and Stanhope had now 
captured Barcelona. All the North-Eastern corner of 
the Spanish Peninsula, that is, Catalonia and Valencia,. 
always jealous of Castile, forthwith declared for Charles. 
Peterborough was everywhere hindered by lack of 
supplies and money, but he performed marvels with the 
few troops he had, and won town after town by a series 
of stratagems. In 1706, with the help of an English 

• Fleet, he relieved Barcelona, which had been besieged, 
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while from the West another Army of Anglo-Portuguese, 
under Lord Galway, drove before it Philip's general 
Marshal Berwick (son of James II. by Marlborough's 
sister!) and occupied Madrid. Now, said Peterborough, 
was the time for Charles to advance from the Mediter
ranean coasts and to join hands with Galway; but 
Charles was as slow as Peterborough was swift, and, 
though the junction was at last effected in August, 
Berwick had already been strongly reinforced from 
France, had cut off the Allies from Madrid, and soon 
drove Galway and Charles into Valencia. Peterborough 
went off to Italy by himself, and was recalled to England 
in the next year. He was an extraordinary man ; Queen 
Mary, we remember, had thought him 'mad.' 

Meanwhile Marlborough had intended to begin the 
camp:tign of 1705 from his new conquests on the Moselle 
and to drive at the heart of France, but when, after 
wintering as an adored hero in England, he reached Trier 
at the end of May, he found that none of his Allies were 
ready, that Villeroy was preparing for active operations 
on the Meuse, and that Holland was squealing for help. 
He therefore marched upon the Meuse and crossed it, 
Villeroy falling back behind fortified lines on the river 
Geete. These lines, which had taken three years to 
make, were a great feature in the French method of 
warfare; they extended in a great curve from Antwerp 
to Namur, and within them now lay the French and 
Bavarians with 70,000 men. Marlborough, however, by 
a dexterous feint at Namur, drew off some of the best 
French troops from the weakest point of the lines, which 
was just at William's old field of Landen, and with 
hardly any loss to himself, forced successively the passage 
of the Mehaigne and . the Geete, and drove Villeroy 
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behind the Dyle. There he was for the time stopped ; 
" Dyle they say is Scotch for Devil," says his chaplain, 
" and so this paltry river ·proved to us " ; though 
Orkney was of opinion that an· attempt to force that 
passage also ought to have been made, " but," he 
adds, " the Dutch· are· so untoward and my Lord so 
pestered with them, that it is a wonder he doth not 
leave the army." Unable to cross the Dyle, the Duke 

. was compelled to ascend to its source near Genappe, 
.from whence ·he turned towards Brussels, and was pre
p;:tring to. attack Villeroy on the field of Waterloo, 
when the Dutch again interposed their veto. But -he 
had a:t least levelled the whole of the fortified lines as 
far North as Arschott. 

In the next year, 1706, he was to attain a sfill greater 
-perhaps his greatest-triumph, It was the y~ar of· 
Ramillies and of his great march to the sea. Villeroy in 
May lay behind that tiresome Dyle. Marlborough fro~ 
lViastricht sprang over the Geete and bro~ght the French 
to acti~n at Rami~lies on May 23rd. The feature of the 
battle is the admirable skill with which the Duke, by 
showing nearly a11 his red-coats on his right, induced 
Villeroy to withdraw the flower of his own troops to 
oppose them; then hurled the Dutch on to the French 
right, which was unsupported. Lord Orkney fumed and 
fretted at his men being· used only as a tactical pawn, 
' though, indeed, I think I never had more shot about 
my ears,' and at being kept wholly inactive. But 
the British_ finished ·the battle, for they did all the 
pursuit, and at last triumphantly forced the Dyle at 
Louvain. Then, ip. a month of marvellous marches, 
the Duke pressed on Westwards and Northwards, 
and took suc~essively Brussels, Mechlin, · Alost," Ghent, 
,VOL. Til Q 
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Oucenarde, Antwerp. Before the end of the campaign 
Ostend, Menin, Dendermond and Ath had also sur
rendered, and English troops had penetrated into French 
Flanders. The Netherlands were now almost clear, 
except for the little corner on the line of the Sambre 
where the enemy held Mons, Charleroi and ~amur, and 
for Ypres, which held out in the North-West. 

Before the end of the year people in London were 
beginning to talk of a Peace. The Estates of Brabant, 
the most important political body in the Southern 
Netherlands, had hastened to acknowledge Charles as 
their sovereign ; and the old French King was not in
disposed to give up his grandson's Spanish throne, if he 
might be allowed to keep Milan, Naples and the Kingdom 
of Sicily. Marlborough, however, was right in refusing 
these offers. We must not forget that his eyes were 
never off the Mediterranean, as we shall see when we 
consider the events of 1707. To leave these provinces 
to a Bourbon would make Italy a French dependency, 
and the great inland sea a French lake. Eugene was now 
making gallant head in Italy, and one of Marlborough's 
ideas was to transport his own Army thither, and, in 
conjunction with the English Fleet, finish the war at a 
blow. But, of course, the Dutch would not hear of that. 

Meanwhile the Duke's own position at home was 
slowly becoming less comfortable. Duchess Sarah, the 
Queen's dearest friend, was a most imperious and 
tyrannical friend ; and the placid Queen was beginning 
to resent her bursts of temper. Once a cry for peace is 
raised at all in England, it is apt to become unreasonable; 
the factious Tories were taking advantage of it, and were 

• growing stronger in the Lower House, while, as I said 
above, the Government was coming to wear a much 



CAMPAIGN· OF 1707 13! 

more Whiggish look;. and so the Tories were also.cpying 
out 'Church in Danger!' .Their. favourite,weapon:·was 

·a Bill ag~inst '·Occasional 'conformity.'·. This .has been 
represented as an instance of their wicked inJolerance ; 
but, in truth, there is much hardship in expecting a 
pious clergyman, who believes in the validity of the 
Holy Sacrament, to gi;e. it to a Dissenter who avows 

.• that he takes it· only that he may. hold political or 
municipal office; the Bill was repeatedly brought in, 
but only passed in I7II, and repealed by I George I. 

. Sarah, however, acting no doubt in accordance with her 
husband's wishes, but wholly without his tact, bullied 
the Queen into creating the Hanoverian Prince, after
wards George II., a Peer of England, and,· at the end 
of the ~year, into making a most pernicious Whig, the 
younger Sunderland, Secretary of State. . 'The Duke 
knew by this·: time that :fiarley and SL John were not 
unlikely to play•him false, if they could get thereby 
the reins of government into their own hands. 
· In 1707 came the. deliberate treachery of the Emperor 
by a Treaty with Louis for neutrality in Italy ; this 
unlocked another huge French Army for operations in 
the Netherlands, and the result was that all that year . 
Marlborough had to sit at Louvain, which is about the 
central point of his recent conquests, watching very 
superior forces of the enemy concentrating on the 

. Sambre; these, however, effected a1most nothing. In "~ 

Spain, Galway and ' King' Charles, who attempted a 
fresh advance on Madrid, were smashed to pieces by 
Berwick at Almanza, and compelled to fall back behind 
the E~ro; .and, worse still, a great siege of Toulon, 
undertaken by Eugene and the English Fleet under .. 
Admiral Shovell, was beaten off by the gallantry of the · 
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French commander Tesse, after two months' leaguer, 
with fearful loss. The French, however, had sunk their 
Toulon Fleet to prevent its capture, and we were thus 
left in undisputed command of the Mediterranean. 

The year 1708 opened with a great increase of faction 
in Parliament ; only on the maintenance of the Fleet 
could both parties agree. There was already in existence 
a 'Seamen's Registration Act' of r6g6, by which 30,000 

merchant sailors received each a bounty of £2 a year, 
on condition of .joining the Navy if called upon, and 
now a still better Act was passed, freeing any sailor 
who served the necessary period of apprenticeship 
for any trade in Great Britain, and directing that any 
one refusing to serve should be rendered incapable of 
earning his living as a boatman on the river Thames. 
Marlborough a:nd Eugene met at the Hague in April 
to arrange for a blow on the Sambre, but the Allies were 
even more dilatory than usual, and the French, under 
the Duke of Vendome, were able to resume a rapid 
offensive; treachery had admitted parties 'of them to 
the towns of Ghent and Bruges, and they were already 
laying siege to the important post of Oudenarde on the 
Scheidt, which commanded the English. line of com
munications with Ostend, when by an extraordinarily 
swift march (fifty miles in sixty hours), our Duke threw 
his whole Army between Vendome and France, July 
nth, and crossed the Scheidt in the face of the enemy. 
Late that evening our eighty thousand fell upon their 
hundred thousand West of the town. Private Deane 
of the Guards says, "We beat 'em from hedge to 
hedge, from breastwork to breastwork ... they having 
secured themselves of strong ground, as they always 
do, getting into villages and houses, and making every 
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quick-set hedge so that we cannot come at them." 
He evidently thought it a mean thing to take cover ; 
but even the superior intelligence of ' La Tulipe ' . and 
his fellows had to give way. to the dogged valour of 
men like Deane. Vendome was driven ~ack with great· 
slaughter; Marlborough at once pushe? on. into France 
and. began to besiege the great city of Lille. He had 
desired to mask Lille -and push on to Paris, but even 
Eugene was against this. At Oudenarde had fought with 
great val~ur, on the one side, under. ~he name of the · 
' Chevalier de Saint-George,' the 'exiled King James III., 
and, on the other, a stumpy little man with goggle eyes 
and a red face, whom we shall later c<;tll George II. 

For t~e siege of Li~le, all material had to be brought. 
from Brussels,· Vendome watching from the ·North, 
Berwick an~ the Elector of Bavaria from the South 
and ~ast; both made incessant attacks on our convoys, 
but these w.ere always repuls~d and neither Frenchman 
dared to risk-a general engagement. Once the Elector 
drew the Duke himself away by a threat on Brussels, 
but fled at his approach. This siege of Lille is perhaps 
Marlborough's greatest feat, for Bouffiers, who was 
inside, showed th~ utmost resource and valour in de
fence. " We. were fatigued and bugbeared out of our 

. lives," says Deane .... " the Army was dwwnded out, 
and what was not killed or drown<;led was spoiled by 
their hellish inventions of throwing bombs, boiling pitch, 
t:tr, oil, brimstone · and such combustibles · from the 
outworks." Our loss ~ad, been perhaps 8,ooo men, 
but the town capitulated in October, and the citadel 
early in December ; Ghent and Bruges quickly fell also. 
On. the day on which the news of the fall of Lille reached
London,, came the still greater news of the capture of .. 
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Minorca by Stanhope and the English Fleet; the Mediter
ranean was thus made safe for English keels. The 
importance of Minorca to us can hardly be overrated ; 
it is right opposite Toulon, and much of our subse
quent strategy centred round it. Lost in 1756, it was 
restored to us in 1763 ; lost again in 1783, we retook 
it in I]g8, but finally surrendered it in 1802. Malta.' 
taken at the date of Nelson's supremacy in the Mediter
ranean, was a very poor substitute for the larger island. 
If we ever have to fight France and Spain again, we 
must retake Minorca at all costs. 

In other respects the Spanish theatre of the war was 
barren of events in 1708-g, but in the following year 
Stanhope and the Austrian Stahremberg penetrated from 
Catalonia into Aragon, won a little victory at Almenara, 
and pushed on to Madrid, from which, for the second 
time, King Philip was driven. But there again want of 
men and the universal hostility of the Castilian popu
lation told heavily against us; the Duke of Vendome 
came down in great force, and compelled the Allies to 
evacuate the Capital. Stanhope, on his retreat, made 
a most gallant but unsuccessful defence at Brihuega, 
and Stahremberg at Villa Viciosa. But it was too late, 
and these two actions practically closed the Peninsular 
campaign in favour of Philip. · 

The death of Anne's husband, Prince George, in 
November, IJ08, has been called a loss to Marlborough, 
but as a matter of fact he had gone over to the Opposi
tion before his death: the Duke was still able to force 
on the Queen some more Whig Ministers, notably Somers, 
Wharton and Orford, and to get Harley and St. John, 
now manifestly hostile to him, dismissed ; but it was 
his last political triumph ; the Whigs played what cards 
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they held very badly, and ~ara~ became, almost un
bearable to her. mistress. She had recently, introduced, 
as. a Maid of Honour, a relative of her own, Mistress 
Abigail Hill, and Abigail, though pever loved as. Sarah 
had been, managed the gouty and miserable 'widow with 
considerable _tact. To her the Tory'- Opposition turned; .-.. . '". .. : 

and blew, through ~er ,mouth, the Church-and-Tory 
trumpet to any and every tune against the Duke, the 
War, the Whigs.and the Dissen~ers. The year '9 open,ed 
with- a terrible frost, which lasted into March-River . . ' 

frozen above-bridge for weeks together, and London 
holding fairs on its bosom. Louis was grav:ely consider
ing peace; and Marlborough went as plenipotentiary to 
the. Hague, '":here the French King vainly offer~d him. 
an enormous b~ibe ; . it was not; indeed, the Duke, , but 
his violent. Whig. colleagues and. their still more. violent· 
Allies who refused Louis' very reasonable offers, which . . ,, 

. were to re~ounce ·all .for which he had fought, and to 
recognize the Austrian claimant to Spain. The English 
Ministry. insisted on adding the humiliating condition 
that. Fran~e should join her forces to ours in order to 
expeL from the Peninsula the grandson of the · King of 
France ! . Marlborough himself wrote, " If I were the 
King of France I would venture the loss of my country 
sooner than consent to this." By June 7th all hope 
for peace .was over, and Louis, bankrupt in a . ruined 
kingdom, made a noble appeal to his people, which 
was nobly answered; the ·coarsest bread was s-elling 
in Paris at 8d. the pound, and the general distress drove 
starving men to take service in the Army. That Army 
was put under Villars, the ablest French Marshal that.· 
Marlborough ever encountered. He set himself to form 
strong lines from Douai Northwards to the; 'Lys, With 
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his centre at La Bassee. Unable to force these lines 
'by a frontal attack, Marlborough turned upon Tournai, 
which he took in July, after a terrible siege, and then 
upon Mons. For the defence of this all-important for
tress Villars was obliged to move out, and he took up 
an almost impregnable position· in a gap between 
woods at Malplaquet. 

The Duke was for attacking him before he hati 
strengthened this post, but, in deference to Eugene, 
waited two days (till September nth) for reinforce
ments, a delay which cost the Allies dear. Malplaquet 
was the most terrible of battles, ·an assault on a narrow 
front between woods and through woods ; men fought 
from tree to tree, muzzles touching; "I don't believe," 
says Lord Orkney, " ever Army in the world was 
attacked in such a post . . . they had in many places 
three, four and five retrenchments [entrenchments] one 
behind the other . . . some of my foot ran away, 
though I gave both fair and foul language. . . . I 
hope in God," says the hardened old Scot, "it will 
be the last battle I ever see ; a very few of such 
would make both parties end the war very soon." 
"We," says Serjeant Hall," had an indifferent breakfast, 
but the Mounseers never had such a dinner in all their 
lives ... we have lost two J:mndred in our battalion and 
ten serjeants, and I have received a very bad shot in the 
head myself." As a matter of fact the victorious Allies 
lost twenty thousand to the French twelve thousand ; 
the Armies had been nearly equal, almost a hundred 
thousand a side. Villars and Eugene were both wounded, 
and the French retr~at was conducted by Bouffiers. The 
Duke of Argyll had seven shots through his clothes. 
)3ut th~ result of the battle was the fall of Mons. 



DR. SACHEVERELL 137 

After this awful slaughter the English peop~e 'began 
indeed to say ' Cui bono ? ' ·:Where is it all 'to end ? 
The gallant attitude of the old French King, once the· 
bogy and bugbear of every Protestant child in England,' 
began to rouse respect: tl).e plaguey Dutch, who were 
everlastingly crying out for a strong- ',Barrier' to be· 
won for th_emselves again~t France, were thought . to be 
leading us by the nose. 'Louis' offers of the spring 
began to ?e talked about, and the monstrous conditions· 
which the Whigs had wished to impose upon him 
leaked out. Not slow were the Tories to take advan
tage of such talk, and to add to it the most gratuitous 
and insolent insinuations against the greatest of English 
soldiers. ' He was prolonging the war for his · own : 
glory-nay, for· his own profit. He had refused bribes· 
from Louis? Yes, but lie had been far more heavily 
bribed by the Emperor. He· was an arch-peculator \vho 
cheated poor soldiers of their pay,' etc., etc.-.-::a string' 
of malicious lies .. lp such conditions of public feeling· 
a certain ,];h~;-,..Sachev:ereUw<:who·':i"l,loam 'SS0rr,u~to~sav .. was 

~zae· U~!l M~~~~<:r.*"""· ., ··• · - - '.F ~ :~-, 

<!, ._Fellow§-(;)f,.-J~iagg_a.l,~n,"'"'~?-~2.,!P.§Q.lent;~~hot"'headed man 
with,out Je?-rning "Rr :R~~~y ,' . p:r:eached .. on:, Novgmber .... sth 

/~efore the Lors}.Mayot: .a yulgar, taW;dry~.sermon, .. >~ as ' 

1 "t)~rqJ~§S<>PJ~gr:~rrLW.~;~~~:-e,~~~~~q~~Q;l!~S:iP.g ~.tolera:. 
- hon.Aor Dissenters, and supporting _t_he _?let ~Caroline 

cioctrine . .,.of. ... t:ight.""di.yiP:~>1<,~1?-<l'<t ... l12Hi{~~'~f;,;-.;·"{0:.:Tm~ 
peacl1?such,a1lyaqs_,.\V-C!:§'"rJqj,9!t9,g§,~J,.~Qlg§, 
especi?-llY Some~s ar!d.Marlborough, ,pro_iest~.d:,,g.gain_st.it. 1 

But Godolphin, to whom the Doctor had appended an 

~There is, however, something to _b~ said-for ,t;p.e .,y,iew,· after

wards e?'-pressed .. by._~-'~-Jh~t"'§~$?<::~~~~1/:~J,~HJ:P.?~.:H'!;c}..~b_e(_!n 
deliberately~- in tended,,as-a~ challenge.,. and . ,that, no -"Goy.eiJ?,J:Ilen t 
could,have wholly .. ,overlooked it. 
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ugly nickname, appears to have lost his head, and the 
Ministry determined to bring on a trial. Wren built 
a scaffold in Westminster Hall to accommodate five 
hundred persons, and the mob of London went mad 
over ' High Church and Sacheverell ' ; forty thousand 
copies of the famous sermon were sold. It was the sort 
of foolish outburst that was seen in our own days over 
the removal of an African elephant from the Zoological 
Gardens to America. On trial, the poor parson pre
varicated and endeavoured to prove that he had never 
meant what he had said ; the Lords merely ordered his 
sermon to be burned and suspended him from preach
ing for three years, and the foolish Queen rewarded 
him with a rich living. On the accession of George he 
vapoured a bit and talked about martyrdom, although 
he took the oaths before his death in 1724. 

But he had served the factious purpose of the Tories 
admirably-he was just a stick to beat Whigs with : 
"The Nation," wrote Luttrell a year later, "has cause 
to curse Sacheverell; without that hurly-burly you had 
had peace ere now." On peace, indeed, the Tories were 
determined, but only as a means of getting into office and 
taking vengeance on the Whigs. Two more campaigns 
were granted to the Duke: in r7ro he forced Villars' 
lines of La Bassee, took Douai, Aire and Saint-Venant, 
and in I7II forced a fresh and far more elaborate set of 
lines, which the indomitable Marshal had created further 
South, capturing Bouchain and menacing Arras and 
Cambrai. Meanwhile the Queen had been interfering 
badly with Marlborough's appointments in the Service; 
her last stormy interview with his wife was in April, 'ro, 
while fresh peace-conferences were being carried on at 
Gertruydenberg. There Louis renewed his offers of the 
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year before, and even offered to cede Alsa:ce to the.Duke, 
of Lorraine, but, as before, .utterly refused to -h~lp in 
the expulsion of. his grandson, . who was now in·r solid 
and triumphant possessioiLof all Spain except-the little 
corner of Catalonia. Louis .had indeed but, to bide his· 
time and·· ·foster -the factious · spirit. in , England ; ~.he . 

never needed to make suchgood offers again.. The Whig 
Sunderland was dismissed in .June and Godolphin in 
August,· Rochester and Ormond (the latter almost an. 
avowed Jacobite), entered the Ministry, a:nd finally 
Harley became Lord Treasurer and St. John Secretary of 
State~ ·The remaining Whigs were cleared out by the. 

end of 1710, <!Dd>tth.e:e\'"·Sa<?hevereU,.,el~<:>:ti@n~h:;;t.h~~,.,y~,ar · 
resl1l~~c!~:lt1"'"a,.;;,huge'n'Tor.ry".l!!maj'Ority-,-,:in;,~·th~~,G.oJ1Ull,ons.:-... <].:. 

Illi!i ori !Y:;::;;1Y:h<?,~~ ,.!e,~g~f~'*JJ§f:9.:J< ~o~Jneet-wimdh.e''cele bta ted· . 
'October Club' .at the Bell Tavern in Westminster. .·· , , 

. .. H_irle;>C:-St .... J ohn:, Lord .. Cha~cellor-'-Ha:r.cQ.U.~t,.5~D.d.:t:Or. . 

J~oll?-1han · .. s '1:ift! .. .-~v Jw,.-..h<l:~tJl .. ~g~Jn.~in.:~·li',w.,.;tQ..,w..4t~...J?P. 
~~~~~~~Jrtually the 
:Ministry; they-used to rheet and dine together, and no 

doubt. ~~_r,oude~s,t.o:-,of~:man~in4s.tli~~.<!.rS~!ng~,~glled 
'l<?I?:~!l!!ll}~~.z.;a,~-~1:§;t~te.-.. But· 
it is astonishing that Cl. man of his lofty intellect did 

not see through the factious trivialitie;.; ... 2LJi£Lr!~Y"'.and 
the more open knavery • .,of""'St,,.,Jo)J.t1~;~,jndeed there 
is evidence that before· the end of the reign he was 
weary of -his position. Both the leading Ministers 
sprang from bitter Whig and Dissenting families; 

~in his youth had been; compelled to read 
every one of the hundred and nineteen sermons of 
Dr. Manton on the hundred ~nd nineteenth Psalm, He 

wa~"' ~,,manM~itJwut hof1our,.or. ,religion,~~~,.,,<;!~ 

11~~mpJ.:~~~J?,.~~R?:~l~?"RY~Et~~l!g_£§taxts, · 
..,_ -
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of extraordinary industry. "Ah, Harry," said his father 
in 1713, " I always said you would be hanged, but, now 
you are made a Peer, I suppo.se you'll be beheaded." 
It was a repulsive spectacle to see such a man posing 
as a champion of the Church and a persecutor of 
Dissenters. There may be something to be said for the 
Occasional Conformity Act, and more for the Stamp ~ct 
of IJI2, which, with the laudable intention of cutting 
down the 'yellow press' of those days, imposed a duty 
on newspapers; but there is nothing but condemnation 

for ~.!:-..,J~r~~~ ~~~«4~%-~~i;b.9i. _J/tU.· by which no one 
was to be allowed to keep a school without a licence 
from the. Bishop and the annual taking of the Anglican 
Sacrament ; this, like its sister Act against Occasional 
Conformity, was repealed by the Whigs, I George I. 
Iia.de.y had risen by patient mastery of all the forms 
of Parliament; he could speak at any hour, at any 
length, on any subject, and what he spoke, except 
when he was making personal insinuations against an 

opponent, was mere gas. l!~~-11~9l~P1J!_.~'.Yln.Q.bag, 
without the remotest idea of .statesmanship, and, when 
he got into the Office for which he had so basely 
intrigued, he soon realized that he was merely drifting. 
Though a heavy drinker he had one virtue in private 
life, for he was a great collector of rare books and 
manuscripts. He was created Earl of Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer in May, IJII. For the last time in history 
a Government office, the Privy Seal, was given to a 
Bishop, Dr. Robinson. 

From the first moment of its accession the Ministry 
set itself to work for a Peace; secret agents from France 
were secretly received by the Queen ; to the Allies and 
to Marlborough were shown bogus sketches of Treaties, 
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and meanwhile death had been busy-on both sides abroad. 
In Fe~ruary, IJII, died the Dauphin ; in i712 hi~ eldest 
son the Duke of Burgun?y, and one of Burgundy's infant 
sons. When, in 1714, Burgundy's youngest brother, Berri, 
followed these to the grave, between Philip, King of 
Spain, and the French Cro.wn there now only remained ·a 
fratl infant, afterwards Louis XV., and his great-grand
father, aged seventy~ four. If the infant died, Philip would. 
unite the Spanish and French thrones, for no one supposed
for a moment that his renunciation of the latter, sworn 
in 1)oo on any nu:Jllber of Gospels, would be _allowed 
to stand in the way of his interests ; and then all our 
blood and treasure would have been poured out for·· 
nothing. But in April, IJII, had died also the Emperor 
Joseph, and he had left no sons ; ' King ' Charles ·of 
Spain was therefore now heir to all the Austrian · do
minions, and was chosen Emperor. If the chance of 
the union ·of, France 'and Spain were the more terrible, 
the certainty of the r~-creation of the Monarchy ot. 
Charles V., if this other Charles really became King of 
Spain, was hardly less terrible ; and we must remember 
that Joseph died nearly a year before· the two younger 
French Princes. Thus. fortune had again played into 
the hands of the Tories. 

When Marlborough reached the Hague aft~r his cam- ~ 
paign of IJII he was accused of peculation and dis
missed . from all his offices. Ormond was put· in . his 
place, and was obliged at· first to pretend to ·take the 
field beside Eugene, but with secret orders to thwart 
his ally, who had visited England early in 'rz to protest 
against the coming Peace, ·the Ministers !p vain trying 
to stir up the London mob against such a hero. In 
July, IJI2, Ormond was ordered to suspend hostilities 
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and to march away his troops, who broke out into 
mutiny and tears of rage at the news ; the foreign con
tingents which had been in English pay positively refused 
to quit Eugene, but, as a result of the English with
drawal, Villars was able to resume the offensive, to beat 
Eugene at Denain on July 24th, and to recapture several 
frontier towns. Marlborough had already left England 
in disgrace, but had been received with royal honours 
by those very Dutch who had bullied and thwarted him 
so much in the days of his glory. Of him there is little 
more to tell. Sulky George when he came to the throne 
gave him no confidence, though he was obliged to 
restore him to the Command-in-Chief. The Duke had 
two suc<;:essive strokes of paralysis in 'r6, but he was 
able to play with his grandchildren and to count his 
guineas till '22, when a third stroke killed him. 

The final congress for peace was opened at Utrecht 
at the beginning of '13, and the Peace was signed on 
March 31st ; it was a party peace, and St. John, now 
Viscount Bolingbroke, frankly said so. It was brought 
about purely as a party measure and by the most dis
graceful means; but, after such victories, it couldn't 
help being of solid and splendid advantage to England. 
And it expressed our position all the more because our 
one naval ally, Holland, had no colonial or marit}!lle 
gains by it at all. She was, indeed, ceasing to}~~.Jt 
first-class Naval Power, and, for .s~vera) years past, had 
been unable to furnish her full contingent of ships. · By 
the terms of the Treaty (r) France and Spain recognize 
the Hanoverian family as successors to Queen Anne. 
(2) Philip, King of Spain, renounces all claims to the 
French throne. (3) France agrees .to claim no com
mercial advantages in Spanish America, and Great 
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Britain is to· be allo~ed a thirty years' monopoly of.. tl;le 
importa:tion of negro' slaves to, that '~ountry; she is . 

. also to be allowed to ·.send .one ~hip to the :c,mnuar fair 
of Portobell0, which is the great depot. 'Of, Spanisll.7 

American trade on 'the Atlantic: side of the, Isthmus of 
Panama. · (4) Spain cedes Gibraltar .and Minorc~ to 
Great Britain, ,and Fran.ce cedes Acadia. (after~ards '_: · 
Nova Scotia) and N e~foundlan·d 1 to the ~arne ;. Spain . 
cedes the island of .Sicily, to Savoy. (5) France will' 
dismantle the fortifications of . Dunkirk. (6) King 
James III. ·shall quit France ; as early as 1709 Loui~ 
had been. obliged to tell him that sucJ:i a contingency 
was possible, but had promised that, wherever he,went, 
he, Louis, would· support him ; James went at ·.:first 
to Lorraine, and was there when Sister· Anne died; : (7) 
In return for this abandonment· of the Jacobite cause, . 
England will abandon her Spanish allies in the .provi~~e· 
of Catalonia-result, the ~atalans resisted Philip to the · 
death arid their province was wasted in .. blood ·and :fire, 

·. . ' - ' - ~ 

(8) By a separate Treaty between France and the Dutch, 
the Spanish Netherlands shall· pass to the House of 
Austria, but the . Dutch shall be allowed to garrison a 
long row of fortresses on the Southern frontier of these 
provinces, and the ·Austrians shall contribute to the 
pay of these garrisons ; · this is the famous . ' Barrier 
Treaty.' England undertakes to support this. Barrier 
with a Fleet and an Army of ten thousand men ; the 
Dutch, on their side, agree to support the Protestant 
Succession in England with a Fleet and six thousand men. 

1 On Newfoundland and the respective rights of France and 
England there, see above, Vol. II., p. 513. On Acadia and Nova 
Scotia and the respective meanings of these names at different 
epochs, see,Poole's. • Historical Atlas,' plates 85 and 86 ... 
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The Dutch are also permitted to close the river Scheidt, 
upon which the commercial life of the Spanish Nether
lands had depended, and so to ruin the port of Antwerp; 
this was, however. in the letter, merely a restatement of 
one of the clauses of the Peace of Westphalia of 1648. 
(9) -And by a third Treaty, to which the Empe;or at 
last unwillingly agreed, Austria shall receive, in addition 
to the said Netherland provinces, Naples, Milan and 
Sardinia. 

The original aim of King William III. was thus in 
some sort obtained. A French Prince sat indeed upon 
the throne of Spain and nominally ruled over the vast 
regions of Spanish America ; but the Inheritance of 
Charles V. was partitioned, and all its Mediterranean 
power at an end. On these Treaties the political equili
brium of Euro,Re rested, or was believed to rest, for the 
ensuing thirty years-some people say for eighty years----:
;:nd all the troubles of the next period arose from the 
ambitious desire of several Powers, who thought it had 
been too unfavourable to them, to upset it. 

The best clause of all in the Treaty between England 
and France was thrown out by the pestilent stupidity 
of the British Parliament. St. John has only one title 
to real fame; he was, as many of his Tory associates 
also were, a free trader, and he had drawn up a clause 
by which England and France, immeasurably the two 
most civilized nations of the world, were to stand, as 
regards tariffs, ' on a footing each to each of the most 
favoured nation ' : that is to say that France was to 
admit goods produced in England, and England to 
admit goods produced in France at lower duties than 
those respectively enforced against the goods of all other . 
nations. But in 1703 Mr. Methuen had negotiated a-, 
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similar Treaty with Portugal, and, as Portugal .had gold 
(from Brazil) as well -as wines to ·send· us, the Briti~h 
merchants, who still thought gold ~nd- silver the only .• 
real ' wealth,'' got ,the Lower House to reject/ though,_ 
only by nine votes, the Commercial Treaty with France 
in favour of that with Portugal. The result was that,
instead of drinking honest claret, our ancestors. went 
on for a century poisoning themselves with port, and 
deserved (and_ got) the gout which they bequeathed 
to their descendants. -

The remainder of Anne's reign is concerned with the 
question-What did her Ministers intend to do on her 

.. death ? The rightful King of England had already left 
France -for Lorraine when Utrecht was signed. Nothing 
in the Queen's own public conduct manifested much' 

• Jacobite leaning ; ~but· the fact that Ormond, Wynd
ham, Mar held high offi~e in the State looked in. that_ 
direction. The Tories, strong before, were ·still ·more 
strengthened by the elections of 1713, and the Funds, 
always at that date of Whig temper, had fallen at the 
news ; they fell still further when Anne was taken. very 
ill in the following spring.· In- May, '14, the Lords carried 
an Address_ to the Queen that she should demand the 
expulsion of her brother from Lorraine, and even issue 
a reward for his apprehension.; she was naturally furious, 
and still more so when they demanded that Prince 
George, who had been created . Duke of Cambridge in 
1706, shoUld be sent for to sit in P;;trlia~ent. The writ 
was sent to him, but the Queen sent with it such a letter 

· as killed his grandmother, Sophia, -the Hanoverian 
claimant, aged eighty-three (June 8th) ; this left George 
Lewis, Elector of Hanover, the parliamentary heir. 
The fact is that during all the early. part of Anne's reign 

VOL. IJI 



146 THE ENGLISH SUCCESSION 

the Hanoverian envoy, Baron Schutz, who had resided 
twenty years in England, had managed his mistress's 
cause with admirable tact; but he had died in 1710, 

and his successor, Bothmar, did not make himself so 
acceptable. Phlegmatic George had ·long ago deposited 
in a sealed paper with his Minister in England a list of 
the Council of Regency, which, immediately on Anne's 
death, was to proclaim his mother, or, if she died, him
self ; and all the plans of his party were ready and 
well laid. But the Tories had the actual power, both 
civil and military, in their hands, and the whole ques
tion was,-Were the Tories for James or for George? 
The answer must emphatically be, the Tories themselves 
didn't know. Oxford certainly didn't know: he as
sumed an air of mystery, and let each side think he was 
devoted to it; probably h.e was in a fright. The Church
men didn't know: one Bishop, Atterbury of Rochester, 
an eager, clever but not very tactful man, was an honest 
Jacobite. The majority of the country Clergy hated 
Dissenters so badly that they had almost forgotten their 
fear of Popery, and perhaps a majority of the country 
gentlemen thought upon the same lines; indeed the 
very least symptom on good King James' part of con
cession on the religious question would undoubtedly have 
brought him in, but this he was too honest a man to 
show. He let every one know that he was absolutely 
without intolerance, and that, while keeping his own 
faith, he would protect ours all over the World; only, 
unfortunately, no one believed that Papists ever spoke 
the truth. Marshal Berwick, James' half-brother but: 
now a naturalized French subject, had a plan which, 
though adventurous, had something to recommend it ; 
it was that James should travel secretly to England, • 
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seek in secret a reconciliation with his sister, and get 
her to pr~sent him: fo Pariiament as her heiL This 
~ould, I thi.nk, very 'po.ssibly have . succeeded... The 
glorious scenes at the clos-e of Mr. Thacke~ay's. nias,ter~ 

·:piece.' Esrnonci' repr~sent the temper of the. time with 
.·';;tstonishing fidelity,. and. err only in' the ludicrc:msly llll

Jair .character they-·giv~ of ;the ~xiled King. With tpe . · 
~ ; ... ' • '~ • ' _,;,., ·~ ·- •, • • • • • • ''o 

_Whigs were, of ·course·, all. the Dissenters, now a very 
rich and p.owerful :body, and most. of the financiers,· 
merchants and maimfact:urers ; to us, accustomed to 
the cruel supremacy of the urban over the rural .classe;, ·c. 

this sounds an overwhelming combination, but in 1714 
. it did not mean a quarter oHlie Nation. 

In those '.tate.ful months~ th~ q~estimi seemed to rest 
on the fukruni of an even balance. Some have thought 
that it rested i~·.the h_ands of~~~ .~;,-
~~k_,.;1,Jhat astute_schemer"·was~certain _to be · 
cast down fn>m his high position if George· ~arne in;. 
whereas, if James beciuiJ.e King, he might possibly last;. 
some time· before~] ames found out what a sco~ndrel he: 
was. And so in July, '14, he undoubtedly leaned to 

the J acobites : h~_.Jripped _up ?i2 cQlleague, . .Qx.f9£.<.t,.m9 
got' ~im . dismissed . Cl:~"" t,b~::'~~=-2-f.~tP.<lt ~.:.11.1.on th ; and, ... .in 
aft_er __ yea,r_s,)t .was"believed~Jhat ~e ll.~d·E~i~<tJI!.at:-: ... 'Y.ith 
sj~~e~lf.s.,.wo.r:.ep{ .Q!l~~n,,Anne,_,he,_w,<nH4·Jiay§tJ1:9:4.~.the 
Stuarts.~acl~~.3:g?-irf,'. But R9.9E .. ~~1,)Vhatever her own 
feelings may have been, couldn't give her new Minister 

even a week : op_the_JQtll,.s.b~ ... h_<llLJ!.~-~R.e.P~],y,: 
and the . Whig Dukes of Argyll and Somerset hastened 
to Kensington, forced themselves into the Cabinet, and 
\ . . 

insisted on speaking to their dying Sovereign. At the 

oJdside they compelled her; ·aLL p.m., to giv~~~U~,..;W,_~te 
Staff of Lord Treasurer to the Duke .oLShrewsbury; 
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whom, though once a Jacobite, they believed they now 
could trust. According to one version, Bolingbroke 
himself proposed Shrewsbury; if so, did he believe him 
to be a Hanoverian ? The · Dukes went back to the 
Council Chamber and sat all afternoon and night, 3oth, 

. and all 3rst, drafting orders to troops and officials in 
the interest of King George. The Queen lingered un
conscious, and died at 7 a.m. on August rst. " What 
a World is this, and how does Fortune banter us!" 



CHAPTER V 

THE ,AGE OF W(H)IGS 

THJ:<;_pedod_ now. befot:~_JlS is typified by its headdr:ess, 
- -,_,..~, .. ...,._ -~ -'- : ..... .,.,..,.__'Po;l.~;~·~~.,.~~~lv·.(,( ~ 

and influenced by the fact that men had worn that 
headdress for at .least a generation. Although, except 
for full dress, wigs were actually groWing smaller during 
the reigns of George I. and II., the~.rrwral<>iil:flti.en.ce~oJP.the 

~jg,ma Y -~~~§1-!s\JqJJ.a Y~.J~a~h~,d.J.ts"~~~E.ithJu,J.tl~}_gpn~~ 
reign ; and, while it lasted, I think it must,have'stupefied 
mankin_d ... 

Y ~t. the_ age ... should ,not_ pe .. ,<li~_missed.,..,;a~.-.,.:Whqlly 
stupid, w~olly)!AllJPX~Lpt;-)~~21!¥~.!!~~!Y.;.~J'he tattle 
of fashionable . wits is not to be taken as giving a fair 
picture of the intelligence or the morality of the Nation; 
on the whole I believe private morality to have been 
steadily getting better._ But the tone set by t4e Court 
was very low, and was unrelieved by any such intel
lectual graces and interests as had partly redeemed 

fi~e age of ~hll.rles I_I. ~~IJ.,~~~';f 
~---· s . ___ ~~u -~-· ~e~t. ~a11se.~~'"". ~~g-
siasm ' was its ~atshw9rd, ·and the word wa~{l,l~edj_n. its .-:o-JS(a:ax e_:ars -•urn zm '1t( >r ,l.- _ lkit>!J..$}~~~~"'-v ... -_ ~ ... -- , · --. ._.,r __ ,,. .... :·-;>ot!"~ 

strtctly,Gre~ksense.. The .,mor.<U."in,_flJ!~H$~~;!-f,.~liJf!l. · 
wl'as by no means so dead _as ha: been alleged ; the _ 
country parsons :as a whole did their duty ; but, among 

l . . .· 
· th~ higher Clergy; the most spiritual element had passed 
·to the Non.,. Jurors, or accommodated itself with difficulty 

149 
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to the service of a Whig Government. That Govern
ment naturally appointed Whig Bishops, and these seem 
to have been largely inoculated with the spirit of 
scepticism. A great literature grew up of a ' Deistic ' 
kind, challenging and attempting to explain away all 
the mysterious and spiritual side of religion, reducing 
Christianity, in short, to a system of prudence, and 
calling in doubt everything that cannot be 'naturally 
explained.' On the other hand, spiritual truth was 
never more admirably defended than by Bishops 
Berkeley and Butler, the intellectual giants of their 
century; the great glory of the latter is to have 
proved that the laws of Nature are as mysterious as 
those of revealed religion. And on the same side we have 

tM ... qJ,Y§ti.f.£A~~g~:Jl~~2f~i!llf.JE~~;w,."~hose ' Serious 
Call to a Devout and Holy Life' was the most treasured 
possession of our great-grandmothers; on the same side, 
too, the simple piety of the Quakers, whose worldly 
prosperity was also very great. To Law and to the 
Quakers we shall, before the middle of the century, 
be able to affiliate the new spiritual movement of 
the 'Methodists.' Again, George H.'s Queen, Caroline, 
though she had no religion to speak of, did her best 
to promote learning in the Church : both Butler and 
Berkeley were her nominees to bishoprics. 

But, when we turn to the sphere of government, we 
shall see that 'politics' have reached a very serious depth 
of degradation; that they are becoming what they are 
believed to be to-day, merely the art of 'managing' 
the Houses of Parliament ahd the electorate; and, 
as we should expect, this is accompanied by an utter 
neglect of the Army, Navy and coast defences. All the 
lessons of Marlborough are forgotten, all posts in both 
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the Services are at the mercy of t_he parli~mentary jobber, 
' . - . ~ 

who is for the moment on the top, or of intrigues at the .. 
~ • • < 

Court. S tat~~maps}:lip_wj th~.r.s.i2.-.;..?JJ:-£ho4l.~l!"''.Cl;tffi9s;Ph~re ; 
~he1_one contemporary British states~~n•of~gr~_at: idea~ •. 

(:';:i~L~;·c~::t:ts;~~~;:::.::::Uld··~:~~ 
W!imself to soil· his· hands by managing . the House of 
'!"· ' • 
Commons. 
~ 

\ G,e._or,gl:!~~~l11:r!h¥..R~qtQE~!ifnt.t:Y~e-r~ .... a.nd was 
tP.lls. fiJty:fQur _.wh~n,.he*' became .. ,._Kiqg";'i?h~:at:PQSS.((S.?ed the 
ra,re virtue of . truthfulness, and had fought with ~dis~ 
tinction against the Turks. He had married his ~wn 
cousin, accused her, rightly or wrongly,1 of adultery, and 
shut her up 'in. a dismal German castle for thirty-ope 

' ' ~ ~ 

years. He kept two mi.~tre:;ses (whom he create4.Englisj 
Pe?resses), more perhaps because it, was I the 'thi,rig,' 
in .the little Gern~an Cou~ts in ·which all his :thoughts 
were centred, to. imitate Louis XIV., than from. any . _ 
naturaltend?ncy to wickedness: Nominally a Lutheran, 
he was quite ready to conform to the English, or to any 
other outward form of religion, but at heart he was a cold 
materialist. We. have Sir Roher.t:....Walpole's authority 
for saying that he could be good company after. dinner; 
but, as Walpole knew no French or Germa~ and the 
King no English, and as both were tlp.~~~<!_\1£ed_to con-. 

verse in, bad,_ L~tin,.,.!~£.,,j~lJlt.Y*~JI3;tJ:~~~?~;!?,~EP..r<.~lil-4t:r. 
some restraints. George showed little enthusia~m for 
his new kingdom, which, as the French Ambassador 
said, he probably coqsidered I as a tenipo'rary possession 
to be made the most of while it lasted.' As· for his 
manners, I when he has a mind to COmpliment any <;>ne , 
he bites a piece of sweetmeat with his gums (for he has 

1 !h_e latest investigation~, we fear, prove that it was 1 rightly.' 



152 GEORGE, PRINCE OF WALES 

no teeth), and then gives the rest to the person he desires 
to oblige.' Few kings have been more hated by high 
and low, and the hatred was pretty openly expressed, 
although I believe that the clergyman who, preaching 
on the anniversary of his accession, chose for his text, 
' Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof,' was an 
Irishman, unconscious of his own wit. In George's last 
year his statue in the new ' Grosvenor Square' (begun 
in 1716) was pulled down and smashed to bits, nor 
could the smashers ever be discovered. No wonder 
that his greatest pleasure was in his periodical visits 
to Hanover, that 'Terra Damnosa' 

For which he scrapes, borrows, begs all he can get, 
And runs his poor owners most vilely in debt. 

His two children, the Queen of Prussia and George, Prince 
of Wales, were different from their father ; the latter 
at least was such a warm partisan of his unfortunate 
mother that his father hated him bitterly, and once 
gravely listened to a proposal to have him kidnapped 
and deported to the backwoods of America. The Prince 
was as brave as his father, but without his father's 
shrewdness or self-restraint, the vainest little strutting 
peacock of a man you can conceive. He made, just 
because his father scorned England, a parade of ap
pearing intensely English; he rapidly learned to speak 
English of the Billingsgate variety, and sought vigorously 
for English mistresses. Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, 
the occasional head of such society as the disgusting 
Court could collect, says of him that 'he looked upon 
all men and:women as creatures he might kick or kiss 
for his diversion.' But he was saved from the intense 
hatred felt for his father by the tact of his wonderful 
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wife· Caroline, of whom more anon. Both,..faJh<:!I-and 

son. w~.r~ ·~~:!?/ (a,r:~~.s. .. , ~B~9~tiBHve~!ll!~~tmp,kJ?RJ~~~~~!itt<l 
to.-ex~FYt!l_igg .. ..t,h~!~;sa~, ~~ey~ ~~""~h~ ::t!llJmf_,~'f.t2&!!]gion, 
rqmance,"'"~rt, .)~tt~rs,,.,9r-.science),,.,, And if in· their reigns 
Rope was rising• to ill1mortal fame, if :Q~fqe and· Swift 
were weaving incantations for-posterity, if ]Ql:,tll.SQntand 
Ei~l~g reached their .maturity, it must be-allowed that 

tbe_generq.L toriE},gi,..,#t~:r.a_,t..lJf.e~~~y;,e.r>Y.gtow;.". r-rt~was 
the_9a y . oC Grub .Street, :..,nt,..'~S.ecrehHi~tory.~ qf dQ.rge_d 
m_e_~_?i~s. The bitterness of authors against each other 
and against their publishers-a harmless and often ·a 

beneficent race of men-is very startling. <;;.~.UW~l>.h~r~ 

~!tfkg,J1t.r-Ji9.~twl:;,i~;.,u,&~4.J.P~.!l~~~""'~!~@~<ttre 
did,not- improy.e;,i!l,rll1.Qfality,.,;.,.m<J,Squerades at the Opera 
House, continually denounced from the pulpit,· were 
openly patronized by both Kings, and the fi_rst Panto-" 
mimes, which date from 1723, were very in<lecent .. 

It is customary for historians to pay much ·attention 
to the parliamentary and ministerial .history of this 
period, and to·; the shifting kaleidoscope of European 
Treaties ; persohally, I :do not much care w]lich par-

~ticular Whig Wfl.S uppermost at any given date ; t_gg 

1 ~t:n ti~l th!i;g~ t? .Ii~ ~.U~~SSL rpa£1..!Qn~jghj~2!.!-.~. 
CenturY. Whig was, a,nd how _he gover11ed England. 
r.~ ~...,b.~,._,. ...... ,~,~~~~~~.:~'-;~·3~1..,,-... ~~~~· 

George_I.~ma9-.e,_no •• !!JkrnHt ... to_...gp_.~lJ!.JJz;,.9-,t-.og~v!=!_ up 
sitting . .in his Privy Council, and Jdt affP;_ir~ Jq~i::J.,i,sm~Jl 
knot. of men who were called : his serv~11ts,' and .whom 
w~ now, call', '[h~C.abinet.' The re~ult.~as. tgat,G.ep.rg.e'IV( 
who wanted to govern, was thwarted alm<;>st,~v~ry~ time 
he tried ; though no doubt the person'al preferences 
of the Kings, or: still more often their personal hatreds, 

1 An exception must, however, be made at least in the son's 
case; he could appreciate·and patronize. the music of_HandeL 



154 WHIGGERY TRIUMPHANT 

had always to be noticed by the real governors. Both 
Kings also exercised some influence on the Army, and 
occasionally made good appointments in it; George II. 
had a truly German passion for designing uniforms. In 
Hanover, of course, both were absolute sovereigns. 
Says Carteret to George II., in the ballad (1742), 

Then cock your great hat, strut and bounce and look bluff, 
For, though kicked and cuffed here, you shall there kick and cuff; 

and George answers-

. . . . . you shall do 
Whatever you like ; give me troops to review ! 

The Tories being defeated, and more than half 
legitimists at heart, the Cabinets consisted entirely of 
Whigs, and the triumphant Whigs at once grasped 
the principle (since too often thought to be the main
spring of parliamentary life) of 'government by party.' 
Of this the- first rule was now laid down-rio Tory 
shall hold any office ; to the victors the spoils. But, 
as there were not spoils enough for all the victors, there 
soon appeared several successive schisms in the Whig 

~~amp, and a 'Whig out of place' was almost obliged 
(to join the Tories in baiting the' Whigs in place.' Place, 

. Office, _a j_?b, 'Yas ~vh~t each sought, and the Great Council 
of the E..IllPi.re pec~me mainly an avenue for greedy men 
towards lucrative jop;;. The patronage at the disposal 
of a -Minister was enormous, and was mainly bestowed 
in return for votes given in his support in Parliament 
or at elections. Capable officers were dismissed from 
regiments because they, or some friend of theirs, had 
voted against the Minister. This sort of thing, and not 
direct bribery, is· what is meant by 'Parliamentary 
corruption.' One thing that made it easy was that a 
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large· number of .. seats in the Conimorts wer~· at the . 
disposal of ·a. few rich men, who controlled· the V()tes 
of the few electors in marty boroughs ; ·thus ·we ·speak 
oLthe •. Duke..,of,.Newcastle~J..,owning~h~~Q.<l1.':9:!l:gh ·of, 
l~ldborough, and S0A)t:l:·.;;z;t;~L:tQ.~.J~ri,rne Minister can l?u:Y· 
the rich· Mr. 'Blank, by Ihaking him~ Lord Tomno'ddy ; 
makinghim a Commissioner of the Tape-and-Sealing-wax 

' Office ; giving him a contract to make army' breeches ; 
decorating him with the riband of an . Order ; . making 
his brother a Bishop, his wife a Lady-in-Waiting, or his 
cousin Governor of Coventry Island, he will be able 
to buy with him the votes giyen in the Lower House 
by the honourable members for Eatanswill, Bishop's 
Cheetham,. Rogueipgrain and East and West:Smuggleton;. 
which boroughs do not contain twenty ' free and. in:' 
dependent electors ~ apiece. He can, in ·fact, by such 
means purchase a majorit'y :in Parliament· which may 
outlast · many general. ·elections, . without spending a 
penny of his own money and with little expenditure of 
the ·Nation's.' The;worsh)Ht is:..thab~':Nation,so,easily 
gets :used ·to . this -kind :.of .;thing,;, ,the~ta pe,al}d~.thfs-Se?cling 
wax suppli,ed by the new Commissioner are perhap~ a 
}ittle. worse, the army breeches rather more shoddy, 
than when: a creature of the last Government supplied 
them, but ·open 'scandals' are rare. 

I do notfor.a.mGment~suggestthat.;;the~Georgian.,Whigs 
b~gan.~this .. method.:of:..·govemment:;~iJ~?cllYliGne;;·Minister 

b~ga.n .. i.t,)t";w,~~?9~l~.a~h.Yitt)Vas the Tory Ministry 
qf Harley that first ruthlessly excluded every Whig from 
gffice; and th'!::,t;,.Wlblu;;hing~J~ar~Bqliu,gl;>J;Qke. ,,..who spent 
~-. .r.· rg; N Mf f~j'j'iF!MI§'"JM8{1f''~~"'iti!~~·":·' 
ilus old age m denouncmg,..Party, .. ,anst.,..,wntmg treatises 

fo~; ' Patriot. King -~~~ sJ~9~1§ ~~bi.~~J>j.~~y;;~QXe~
~e~~~t"::Iory partisa11 ~!;i!!~f~···'-c;tnd 
I 
I 
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the most shameless Leader of Opposition while out of 
Office. But I think the Georgian Whigs were the first 
who erected Party into a system, and claimed that it 
was inseparable from our form of free government; and 
the_a~tP!Ulqwg.,..t]Mng js . .14\!:t~q~ Qf" tl;te greatest of philo
sophers, .Edmund Burke, treated this idea as an axiom. 

~- . . . ·' . : ; . ~ ·.; • >:' ~ ' ~ -1 ·~' ·•. ,.. . • . ... ~. 

We have gone on believing it ever since. Nowadays, 
of course, when Mr. Blank no longer nominates the 
member for Rogueingrain, and when there are more 
electors in the borough of Eatanswill than there were in 
broad Scotland, regnante Georgia I., you, in order to keep 
your party in office, don't bribe Mr. Blank; but you 
do something much more disastrous in its consequences ; 
you bribe the electors themselves by appealing directly 
to their pockets or their fads, at the expense of the 
pockets or the fads of some other class of men-e.g., you 
want to win an election in a borough where you are told 
there are a group of fools who object to vaccinating 
their children, and so, in order to bribe that borough, 
you risk the· health of Great Britain and bring in a Bill 
to make vaccination optional ; or again, in order to win 
the votes of the improvident classes all over England, 
you pass an Act to give every one a pension of five shillings 
a week at the age of seventy. From your own point of 
view you are absolutely right ; such a gift as this will 
probably keep you and your kind in office indefinitely, 
or until the other party outbids you by promising to 
raise the pension to ten shillings. But what about 
Diva Britannia? What will she say when she gets 
hold of you, as she will some day ? Eighteentp. Century 
Ministers were at least spared that sort of degradation; 
i~de~d, -~~~ -~i their~ gr~at merits is that they legislated 
'io'"'"lifti~. ·- . · --
.. --'""" .... 
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But to recur to' our Whig of the ~ge of Wigs ; he was 
· · 'Bf' T..-_ •. II •. .I '. Ui ~11Cif'$tSI&:i!"~::..-~,.';':":~ .~ 

for King George as against King James mainly because 
he knew that King James .would turn him and his col
leagues out of office, and so he was able to pos~ to himself 
as a representative of the principles· of the_ ' Glorious _ . 
Rev-olution ' of · r688, now rapidly crystallizing into· a 
legend. This also meant'' that he was a supporter ~f 
Parliamentary Government as against Royal· Govern

ment. And-so 'far he was rig~t·~l~.!h<:t ,§~l!t, ... ~Y
the British aristocracy, even of that day,· was likely u, .• "'3 ~ .. tftrt~~~~;l-::..~~~,.._.::~-

to~r:.; "'g22.-'l.~~~$!;~~4llfr:.~~t~.2l~lY<~£'[~I!ll~~~Il.t 
;2L.~~g~ •• ~l~~='1:.C!-1!1~.:ll~"'8..~!L ·He was also 
supposed to be anti-French, and a strong protectionist,-
and to rely on 'the· City' ·rather than on the country 
gentlemen. He ate several of these principles, and was; 
I think, prepared to eat more, in obedience to. the· dic
tates of Party Government. But there were limits to 
his partisanship:. if the honour of Britain were too 
deeply wounded; the nationa.l defence too scandalousJy 
neglected, if the trade of Britain were seriously crippled, 
his compliance with the guilty Minister would break off 
short ; and, though there were many individual in
stances of genuinely unpatriotic factiousness, it was not 
till the .French Revolution had instilled its poison into 
Europe that it became .a settled policy of one whole 
Party to hamper the other in i~s defence of national 
existence and honour. 

This reflection leads us to consider for a ·moment the 
position of Great Britain on the map of Europe, In 
spite of the Peace of Utrecht, her rivalry with France 
remained the greatest. ~actor in European polities, a 
rivalry due to past history and to' new commercial 
jealousy; a rivalry in North America, in the West 
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Indies, in the East Indies, in the Mediterranean, 
above all in Belgium. But, for twenty-five years after 
the death of Louis XIV., France was not in a position 
to make this rivalry effective. She had been very 
hard hit by the late war. The throne of her young 
and delicate King, Louis XV., was coveted by his 
uncle Philip of Spain. It therefore suited successive 
French Ministers, especially the pacific Cardinal Fleury 
(1726-43), to keep on the best possible terms with George, 
and to maintain the recent settlement of Utrecht. To 
maintain this settlement, which gave such an opening 
for British commerce, was also the greatest desire of 
successive British Ministries ; and the chief difficulty in 
maintaining it lay, for each Great Power, in the task 
of keeping its Allies quiet. Now alliances after Utrecht 
should naturally have lain as they had lain before it, i.e., 
England, Austria and Holland against France and Spain. 
But the tie that bound each client to its patron was 
of the loosest, and was liable to snap at any moment. 

·Perhaps the situation can be best explained by a 
parable.· There are two dogmasters, England and 

. France. Each owns a quarrelsome dog. The dogs 
have been fighting for a rich plate of bones (the 
old Spanish Monarchy), and each master has helped 
his own dog. In 1713 the masters, grown weary, 
have agreed to divide the food between the dogs; 
they have left the richest part to the Spanish dog, 
Philip, but have detached some juicy morsels, called 
Naples, Sardinia, Milan, Belgium for the Austrian ·dog 
Charles. The English dogmaster has not been above 
picking a bone or two (Minorca, Gibraltar, the trade 
with Spanish America) for himself. It is the dogs, not 
the masters, who are dis:;contented at the Peace and the 
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allotment ; they are still straining at their chains and· 
barking furiously. The peace of Dame Europa's yard· 
is not improved by the fact that two ?ttirdy little un-

• 
owned puppies, called Prussia and Savoy; are 'fri~king 
about in it, ready to snap up anything they can get ; 
two quite useful Italia'u bones ·have fallen to Savoy 
(Sicily' and a bit of Milan), .and have whetted his appetite 
for more. And there is always the danger that the dogs 
may stop snarling at each other and join to bite their .. 
masters. Till 1729, when Louis XV: has a-son, Philip 
thinks .he may one day be not only dog but· master 
(i.e., King of france) also. Charles is probably the mote 
discontented of the dogs; not only does he continue 
till 1725 to call himself King of Spain, but he says, with .. 
some truth, 'out of my Belgian bone my master .has 
sucked all the marrow, fo~ his stupid Treatyforbids me 
to develop Belgian commerce, lest Antwerp .should rival 

:London' : Philip Jon' his ·side profoundly resents the 
redcoats sitting on· his Rock of Gibraltar. And so,' Was 
it for this? etc., etc:,' .is the repeated snarlof each dog; 
to which the two masters have little to reply but ' Get 
you back to your kennels ! ' 

Endless Treaties and shifts are devised by the masters 
.for the purpose of keeping their dogs quiet; but slowly, 
slowly the conviction dawns oh the mind of .each that he 
may be sacrificing his own as well as his dog's .interest 
by too long continuance of the Peace. On each side of 
the Channel are not wanting ' patriots ' who say that 
this.is so; and, after 1733, when France does~get into 
a war against Austria, there is a thunderous cry in 
England that we are 'deserting our own dog.'· s·uch 

cry becomes part of the stock-in-trade of 'the Opposi· 
tion ' in the British Parliament. George II. is often 

... 
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inclined to agree with it. But, deeper than rivalry with 
France or than any other English interest, lies at the 
heart of both Georges a real love and a real fear for 
Hanover, and of this every English Minister is obliged 
to take account. The strongest cards a Peace Minister 
can play are, ' If we are neutral France will not touch 
Hanover ' ; and, ' If we go to war we must defend 
Hanover.' And the Opposition answers, 'So, whether 
we fight or don't fight, the interests of this grfat Kingdom 
are subservient to those of a beggarly Electorate.' 
Naturally the Opposition have the popular ear, for 
Hanover is loathed. More than once schemes were afoot, 
one so late as 1741, for separating it from Great Britain 
and settling it on a younger son of George II. Lord 
Chesterfield wittily suggested presenting it to King 
James III., as a safe means of defeating James' claim 
on Britain, " for," said he, " the English will never 
endure another King from that country." The Memoirs 
of the day are full of stories about the rapacity of the 
small clique of Hanoverian courtiers and officials
Robethon, George I.'s French secretary, Bothmar, who 
stole the candles in the Government offices, Bernstorff, 
who remained in England ' the power behind the throne ' 
till 1732, Munchausen, a relation of the celebrated 
traveller of that name. English countesses found that 
German ladies were fond of borrowing, and less ·fond 
of returning their diamonds. But on the whole
Hanoverian influence doesn't come to very much. 

When we turn to details, we find George's first Ministry 
to be composed of two sections of Whigs, Lord,. Townshend 
and his brother-in-law, Sir Robert Walpole, on one side, 
and Lord Sunderland and General Stanhope on the 
other. Each is set, more or less, on trying to trip up the 
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other. Their .first job is -an attempt to take vengeance 
.on the late Ministry, -especially ·on Oxford and Boling
bro](e; they have also to deal with the-first Jacobite 
Risi'ng in Scotland, of which I shall treat i~ a later chapter. 
Oxford is sent to the Tower, where he practises laying 

: his head _on the block. Bolingbroke flies to Fr~nce, 
'~here he serves, and soon betrays King James III. 
Stanhbpe negotiates, in 1716, a Treaty -with France, 

· which really lasts till 1730. i\.--ffi()_S,t..,E,l~~'
the 'Rio't Act' _of !716, _is passeq~;..-f.orm~!"!Y any use of 
' for~e-~~;'f~liy'"~i;~ted~st. authority ' had been . 

. ' ... ~ 

_apt to be treated as treason, and the lesser crime of 
'riot' is now defined. For London was in a disturbed 
state throughout George I.'s reign, and especially dtfring 
the Rising of 1715 and the trials ofthe prisoners engaged 
in it. Jacobite recruiting officers swarmed even in the 
military camp in Hyde Park; for several years. there 

·was grave· disaffection in the Guards, and esc:apes from 
prison were always favoured by the mob. _The J acobites 
of London-a noisy, vaporous crew, when compared t~ 

, the real legitimists in Scotland-had their own special 
haunts, e.g. the North side of Pall Mall, the ' Walnut 
Tree Walk' in Hyde Park, and their own 'mug houses' 
on Ludgate Hill, as the Whigs had theirs in Cheapside 
and Newgate, Street fights between gangs of hooligans, 

'"calling themselves J acobites and Whigs, were_ contiimal. · 
Executions, even of ordinary criminals-the first 
Wednesday in each month was hanging-day at Tyburn
_and Parliamentary -elections .were also scenes of· con
tinual riots. 

Another good measure of 1716 is the Act for Septennial 
____ ._ __ ..._4< .... ___ __..._ ~-""'~-------~--- .......... -~..::. .... ~--!4·"' ' 

Pari~<:~~~- .,..R.assed merely to defer a general election 
till more quiet times, it b_ec~me,a.bulw_ar:k~of.JhetCon-

'""" ~- -Q..., ..... .,.: "t; "11 t.~·...,-r~ ~ . .JC~,,._..·.-.. ~~ ......... ~ ~-· ~.· -~-- -

voL. ru • IT 
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stitution ; for, if a Parliament, elected for three years 
only, can deliberately prolong· its· 0\Vn existence for 
four more, it is obvious that an Act of Parliament can 
do anything, and that the Houses are in no way re
sponsible to the electors, as modern Radicals love to 
assert that they are. It sounds strange to our ears to 
hear that a newspaper of 1722 complained of the ' new 
practiCe' ·of appointing 'meetings of the Gentlemen of 
the Counties to solicit votes for the Election of a new 
Parliament before the old one has expired,' . . . ' a 
most scandalous method and evident token of Corruption ; 
. . . the very names of the Candidates are published, 
and the votes of the Freeholders are solicited in the 
Publick Prints ! ' 

These two Acts, however, are not a bad record for 
Townshend's Ministry, and he and Walpole ' went 
out' in 1717 because they rightly refused to second 
George's desire to fight Russia·on some trump\ry German 
question. Walpole at once went into vigorous opposi
tion, and criticized all Government meatmres .CJ.uite as 
much as the Tories did. His late colleagues gave him 

.(~plenty to criticize. They brought in, in. 17;_~~~-~' ~ee~ag~ 
f ~~M~~-~!,;~c.f~ .• 'Y_9.~ to restrict the King's power of' creating 

Peers. It would have made the House of Lords a close 
oligarchy .and been fatal to constitutional gov~rnment.l 
Walpole fought vigorously, ar:d threw out t~e Bill by a 
large majority in the Commons. Less. reasonably he 
criticized the foreign policy of this ' German Ministry,' 
which was marked by an Anglo-French w~ipping of 

1 The_existing number was then 207, of whom 26 were Bishops 
and 16 Scottish representative Peers, elected by the whole Peerage 
of Scotland. Sunderland's Bill proposed to have 25 Scottish 
hereditary Peers and a total of 222. 



.. ---. --
·THE SOUTH SEA BUBBLJ:<: 

· .. the Spanish dog .. back to-~ his~· kenneL . The , troops o( 
-- George I. Were led by a son of James IL (Marshal 
-_J~erwick) tq. assist the Frerich Regent in preventing 

t.he King ~f S.pain ftom restoring James-III. to his British 
throne; SO; 'the. situation was nqt without .hun;toUr. ' 
Admi~ai Byng .bl~'Y a Spani~h Fleet out of th~ ~at~r off 

_ Sicily, a:riq. Gibraltar successfully withstood jts second 
·long siege.· But Georg~ and Stanhope were quite ready 
to surrender that Rock, had not young Lord Carteret 
prevented them. · 

Walpole also vigorously· denounced the . pnancial 
PYle' ;•t.Wf!,ll4\lt=t. :? c~ Ti • ..._._li- ~tWI .. +=•c t"ft"-',.,...1 JIM_"l\le ......,..iilila:t . tiki <rntrhM>'I<r 

recklessness. of the Government. ·The South _S_ea (Qm: 
~---~T'Jt::m:~~·-"J::t!"i iff .. ~iiifM.Eiifii:'!llt!')~ ~---

~ .. !,or.wr~d-tP,~ •••. t~ilJl~h-\tP~cl-~J-th~,..._Irea,ty of. Utrecht, 
with Spanish America, was a flourishing, apd at· first 
a perfectly. sound concern. But in 1719 the shares 
became ' inflated '_ beyond their reai value ; . a mania 
for speculation:set in and catrie_d. away half the rich, 
and many of the p0or people of England. The Govern-

4· 
ment actually proposed to make over to the South Sea 
CompanY. the p-tanagement of the National Debt. Some 
of its members were suspected of criminal connivance 
in this 'bu'Qble.' The King's mistresses had gambled 
and gained heavily in South Sea stock; so had the 
Prince and Princess of Wales. Stanhope's hands were 
probably 'clean, Carteret's certainly; Sunderland's were 
not, and th: Chancellor of, the Exch.equer had _actually 
committed fraud. Walpole, while. denouncing the whole 
thing, had invested heavily, and made a great fortune 
by sellin·g o?t just. before the ..r_~hi<:.h;..was 

in ..§t:;pt~mper, __ 172~ . ...,,su_n<_lerlapd,.h.Cl:1..,..~$~Pr0.-IJliged to 

re!~qmit. him .to .. of{f.Ge.,_~ ._a~d.,.)fi~ ,-~I~il!~~&P?P£ie!~skill 
ena]Jedhim to pull th~(Q1Jntry.out of.,thisNery-awkward 

· scrape,--in~which thousands of persons wer...e ruined. ,.,Qn, ..... 
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/' . 
1 ·~ e,2:;;,:ry ,7! .. Stan~.?pe~~~~d_de~~ly, another Minister 

committed suicide, and Sunderland soon resigned office. 
Then Walpole's long tenure of power began in earnest; 
Townshend came back with him, and for a time Carteret 
remained . 

. .r W<~.!polt;!. while expressly repudiating the name, was 
I ~hefirst real ' Prime Minister ' in English history, 

although Swift uses the term in speaking of Harley. 
Once, in Walpole's own Government, such an office was 
declared to be ' inconsistent with the Constitution.' 
But Walpole was the first man to base all his power 
on a definite majority in the House of Commons, and 
his system has grown until a man who has such a majority 
can almost act as dictator. And he was the first to 
be master in his own Cablnet, and to thrust out of it 
ruthlessly all who could not agree to his policy. How 
much of this was political foresight, how much mere 
personal jealousy, is not easy to decide. He soon 
became profoundly jealous of Carteret, and sent him to 
govern Ireland, 1724. Next year Sir William Pulte~.!=Y, 
a most brilliant and unprincipled debater, had 'to go; 
then Walpole's own honest but hot-headed brother-in
law, Lord Townshend; next, Lord Ch.~~ld; in fact, 

\...,_ N~.,......, .. ;;z;p_\~,,.·r~ ZJW2 .,. . 1'1:'- ._. @~_.:."' -- ~-"" ~ 

almost every able man who served with Walpole was 
successively dismissed. There was one exception ; the 

name of ~ffi.~.e;;~ag._~_t~a,f~wis_k.e:!· ~ho ~ec.ame 
Ch~I1c-~llQ~~JJ.d~q.~t<],.Jhg.LQfAc~ ~tor -i'r'en ty years, 
de~erves to be4.r~sc_11,ed . ..from oblivion, not only for his 
invaluable services as an exponent of the principles of 
English Equity, but as the 'wisest of the Whigs,' the 
man who poured _oil on tr~ubled waters and,. mediated 
between all sections of the Whig party. But, except 
Townshend, all the dismissed· Whigs went into fierce' 
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opposition, and, long before~ Walpole's fall in '42, 

ohe-third of each ~HPuse w_as a :m()q....,of;...disap_pointed _.............. ... ~-- . -- , _____________ ,."".,.~--

apd ... factious- men-~yelling '"'for-the ... Minist~.r~jmpeach-
nient. Of· the remaining two-thirds of the Commons, ...-
partly by the systematic methods of corruption 
w'hich I have sketched above, partly by his supreme 
financial ability, and _partlyJ?y_b.is~placable,~~QQ..,,perfect 
temper, __ Walpole remained complete. ~mas~er,"'_;:t,liQ@_.to 
th~ ... end. 

·As for his foreign policy, it was mere hand-to-mouth, 
and he disgracefully starved both the Services ; he 
allowed the Ki'ng's mistresses to job commissions in. 
both until, as Chesterfield said, 'Mrs. Salmon's wix
work figures would be ari excellent substitute for the 
British Army' (1736). To keep on good terms with · 
France without an absolute breach with ·Austria was 
the summum bonum of his policy; for the rest, let us 
have a Congress-any number of Congresses-which will 
put off the evil day; if Hanover is threatened, subsidize 
Germc::n .troops to defend it. Luckily for England, 
Cardinal Fleury govemed France much upon the same 
lines. In 1725 there was a bad threat of war; the 
Spanish and Austrian dogs made a compact to go and 
bite their masters ; and Gibraltar endured its third 
siege in 1727. A fresh Treaty with France and with 
the rising. power· of Prussia frightened off the dogs ; 
but as for equippingan English Fleet or Army, Walpole 
had no thought of it. ,In 1733 France and Austria went 
to war, and George was madly keen to support Austria; 
but Walpole choked him off by telling him that a war 
with France meant the certainty of a ·Jacobite rising 
at home. And so 

Our cannons · mouldered on the seaward wall, 
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and, when war did come, in '39, Great Britain was without 
a single Ally or a single good wish in Europe. 

On June 14th, 1727, George, Prince of Wales, was 
taking his after-dinner sleep in his villa at Richmond 
when Sir Robert Walpole knocked loudly at his bedroom 
door, to tell him that his father had died suddenly and 
that he was George II. George II. came out, holding 
his breeches in his hand, and said, "Dat is von dam 
lie," but told Walpole, for whom till now 'rogue' and 
' rascal' had been his favourite names, to take his orders 
from a nonentity called Compton, whom he, George, 
intended to make Minister. But Walpole had long ago 
made friends with the Princess of Wales, Caroline of 

Anspach, Jeanie Deans' ~e§p_i:_~.J:.9J1~~· , She was a 
woman of extraordinary intellectual power and of iron 
will, reproducing many of the good and bad traits of 
her Prussian kindred; equally at home in talking the 
'coarsest scandal of the most vulgar Court in Europe, 
and in philosophical discussion with the greatest in
tellects of the age. It is small wonder that she ruled 
her silly, pompous, ignorant, irascible, low-bred, un
faithfu! husband; the astonishing thing is that she 
should have cared to rule him, and should have 
stooped to pay court to his mistresses ; that she 
should have tortured herself, when dying, to walk 
with him who never asked after her health, and 
should have put up with his infinitely boring small 
talk and his maddeningly methodical habits, for seven 
or eight hours every day. That such a woman, half 
cynic and half stoic . and completely emancipated from 
convention, loved power for its own sake, it is difficult 
to believe ; perhaps, after all, she sought it from 
a real sense of royal duty. In several respects she is 



THE . OPPOSITION TO WALPOLE 
--:--:" Ill" ~p 11$ U~U!f'liPpt'tttnr . -~· ;:;i;o:~-:",._,., 

167 

· n<2L:unlike.~her~dreadful,.nephew.-, .. Ete~-~~_,t!le~ ·. · · 
of,.P.mssia:· · ·: . · . · 

Walpole thoroughly understood_J1err-and, •• ,,JJtto~gh . 
her.," impressed~hi$ . ...,-\fiJl~<LI)~th~...,King..,....Befo;e the reign 
was a week old he had completely secured his position 

. by offering to procure for George a ,CivikList larger by 
£roo;ooo a year than that which Compton had suggested; 
and, though· it cannot be said that George ever liked 
his.Minister personally, he grew accustomed to him and, 
on the whole, supported him faithfully. By and. by he 

had to su~port ~im agains~ s~ch ~S. ha.d 
not been smce Shaftesbury s hme. Tlie . .,_sJ.nng$.,,pC,this 
were_pulled-b:y..,.L<Jrd,.,.,~Olil1gbro~e;«~~JLQ,~'\2:v.~.<t,.._l!eavy 

bribe to a royal mistress and by the betrayal of King 
James' secrets, had w.on.in 1724 a partial pardon; which 
festored him to -his estates but not to his seat in the 

4- ~ ... • • 

I;ords. JM?.~Jli.~~JlY ... !l~~s
. P!ES. sa]e

1
?,.,.. the Crattspz:,~.-~j~~.l'l~.t';.~!.Y;1}1~f entirely 

1to at_~~~~t£~i.nis~y~~ ... ~P..~WY,,.,2,ll,;:~.~~:R~~~Pl:Jal 
ch3J.:ader of the ~'tL~is~tz~ .:w:hom~it-.,op~J:1.1Y~~S~l;l.%yd ... of 
peculation .. In the case of both these men mere spite 

-""'~-'-· ~ .. ,d.,t ~ .,. '-

and faction were the causes of their opposition. But it 
was quite otherwise with~·- This true statesman, 
from whom, indeed, William Pitt learned the lesson of 
the position which Britain might and ought to claim, 
was the real inheritor of the policy of Marlborough 
and William III. It is quite possible to argue that, 
for that very reason, he was out of place in the reign 
of George II. Descended from two great Tory and 
legitimist families, he was never for a moment anything 
but the staunchest of Whigs; and his Whiggery was 
due to his wide outlook on E11ropean politics, and 
perhaps to his contempt for the St. John-Harley gang, 

.. 
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. which was in office when he first took his seat in the 
Lords.. To others politics were. either a mere social 
game or a means of advancing their private interests ; 
to ·Carteret they meant an earnest study of European 
problems, and a search for the means whiCh would 
maintain at t.heir highest pitch the honour and interest 
of Great Britain. He had never sat in the Lower House, 
which he took no pains to understand ; his temper was 
too lofty and his hands too clean to manage its rank 
and file, and, as without such management no Minister 

could then govern, ~r!:::!~!ai!~1:.., 
' Frank with the mirth of souls divinely strong,' and 

not only a master of all civilized modern languages, but 
one of the greatest Greek scholars of the age, he was 
always reading Demosthenes, or writing to learned Ger
mans to procure Homeric texts for his friend Bentley,. 
when he 'ought to have been studying the Court 
Almanac ' to learn how to acquire backstairs influence. 
But it would be a great mistake to think of him 
as a man without ambition. He believed himself, as 
William Pitt believed himself, capable of leading 
Englishmen, and desired to do so; to him, as to Pitt, 
the House of Bourbon was the Enemy to be incessantly 

" · watched, and watched in arms. _!:I~ ?pposed Walpole, 
' after 1730, not from factious motives, but because he 

saw that Walpole was letting England drift; "There 
never- ;a-;-~--G~rn~~t,"-- he once said," which had 

so much power and so little authority." 

Then there was -~it:_~~'X¥~#2-~t!.t_t!eader in 
the Commons of the Tory country gentlemen, at .heart 
a-Jacobite, and deeply compromised in IJI5, but much, 
under the spell of Bolingbroke, whose ideas he reflected 

in Parliament. Then there was ·~~t~.g~~;,' _the 
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leader of the avowed Jacobite~, who never .voted with:-'·. 
out consulting his King over ;the ·wated " whoeye( i~~ ... 
corrupt," said the placable· Walpole, "'Shippen is· not::.;:: 

I~e.rec.-!Y-~~l}~tr£i&A'<":t~~ ~~~:!~t~~~ '"'~..; t::J.!2.~s. _, 
Wliiggery out of place, ·a disappointed· man, .who, ,wh~ri. · 
,.._..- -·- r ;aee.,¥ Tf!W':::-t~-~-- ~7 ~~;;!'l:tlk.----· ·.~ 

he· did get a chance (in .1744),· .dared·· not_ grasp his": 
opportunity, and ·betrayed_ his friends·, ·There was·:·. 

Ph'li~~~~S:~~~~'};.!l~ .... ~~.liJbS,tited 
the wit an_.~2l_~}bg!.J.lis .. ~i~1efl:>c1h~~gr&J¢!f.all~~: 
but not his character ; a gambler, a rake, art. orator 
~,..--._ ......._,.,.....:::.,.__ ~~~.:.::..,."'!- ~~' . • 

and a skilful pamphletee~, no one trusted him, and if 
he had held office he could never have acted in concert 
with any one ; but every one dreaded_ him, as he 
was believed _to be writing memoirs of his own times. , 

fip?-!lY . .t~ere~vya§.~~ ~~~~k~~i;~J:l~~;e._ 
C1~~9-~~~~'¥'<L:~~~m!Y~w~~~ · 
That the latter afterwards became a true leader of men .. 
cannot palliate the fact that the first twenty years of 
his public life were marked only by unblushing factious-. 

' • ness. Able as were his comments ~upon the conduct of 
the war. of 1739, and lofty as his hatred of corruption 
undoubtedly was, it can yet not be denied that he 

1!?-ade _ his_nam~ "by. d_eE.9lJ.I\ciJlg,j1!._, ~2P.!?I9~H~~~F~Y 
measure of Walpgle:_?,~go~<k<?t:~l?~d,_;~'R.4Jr:ectly,~ .. W~lpole 
was upset he played an identical game against Carteret, 
and then successively against every one who excluded . 
him from office. · For office he cringed to every one, even. 
to the King's reigning mistress. 

~~~~j~~y,J.allyii}g _p()illt, w~?,~g~y~nx.to .. this 
miscellaneous Opposition"·:by-;the..,agi.yalo.,All,-,:E,_ngland of· 

" ~gzricJs:~*R~gcewi>t~·;.v.aJrs1.,c:e,!fL~~··' a p~ppy;~as l:lis 
father rightly called him.. Father and mother hated 
him and he hated :them')ack, and so he threw open 
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Leic~~t€<r _Hous,e_ .to .th~ anti:-..Wajpoleans, and promised 
"" ,.....~_e..~~-.", ____ - ......... ,...._ .-••">lo:'>""·"•""" ··'"'"' .• ~ ~ _..,.,'""'~~-----· ''-..- ,..~ • ~ '. -

them all sorts of fine things when he should become 
King, a dispensation which Heaven mercifully averted 
from Great Britain. He demanded of his father an 
income and a wife, got the latter (a Princess of Saxe 
Gotha) and grumbled at £5o,ooo a year for the former, 
though one would have thought it enoug~ for such 
a fellow. 

Against this powerful coterie Sir Robert fought, session 
I after session, with a dogged determination and a courage 

~hich must always inspire admiration. He had no 
popularity outside Parliament, though 'the City' had 
great confidence in his financial ability ; he had no 
family connections, being only a plain and very coarse 
Norfolk squire. With the exception of Hardwicke his 
colleagues in the Cabinet were, at the best, industrious 
mediocrities like Harrington, Pelham and Newcastle. 
He had no real hold on the King, who listened eagerly 
to Carteret's foreign schemes. In fact he had but one 
ally, the Queen, and, when she died, commending with 
her last breath King and kingdom to his care, his 
power began to wane. In fact Walpole found his best 
ally in his own industry, his own easy temper, his 
own mastery of the details of home affairs and of par
liamentary tactics. And England owes to him one or 
two measures of the §rst fil!~ncLaUnworJ_~.g!;:e. 

/ -li~t'£~~~1;e:~- }};'began -;;~-;t~~at!£J;duction of 
/ the high Customs duties on many important articles, 

...... ;$!::' ..... r* ": - -~-".-.... ,..,....,._ -~...I:Z:.-'t--~...;.: ~ 

especially on the raw materials for manufacture; and 
he abolished all duties levied on exports. In the second 
place, though he paid off little of the principal of the 
National Debt, he reduced the rate of interest on it from .... ~~~-----
six to five, and finally to four per cent. ; his successors 



THE EXCISE SCHEM~\1il?33 , 171 

soon reduced it. to three. and, a half ; aJ!_d .. he-~:..e_stabiished, 
on~g.~I¢9-lJy..,!;~unsl~<l:.~~~§.igk,igg~~g;g_(}~to.w,~rds pay
ing off the Debt, although his political necessities subse~. 
quen:tly compelled him to devote this fund to· other 

purposes. l!l; j:_h~~L-Pl~~·J'E~ began to,,.r~l<t~ ,..the 

r~rlcJiglls ""wl:t!<:.h ... .c.<?!riRYJ!~£-11<9~~.2!2~§:J.Qil;'?end ... their 
-chief products wholly to Britain, but, when it was sug
gested: that he should ta~ the Colonies, he shrewdly 

repudiated the idea. Ip......J:h.e~Jo.urtJ!....-Pl~~Y~tl;le 
extr_eme· lightn~ss.,...,of.,.,.his. 1~11c;LJ.e~.;;..h-~~did~rrwc,h to 

r~~n__si}~ ..... !D-!:., ~S!.?]Pt!Y:>.i<rg~f!t~~l!!~tl~.2 .. 'i$'ih~3~~2Y;.~ian 
dyrJ.asty, __ yet without allowing taxes to fall heavily on 
the- -;;e;chants if landowners, he said, are like sheep , 
who pati~ntly submit to be sheared, so don't shear 
them too close ; merchants are like pigs, who 'squeal 

when you touch them. \!;!, t~~"''~ft.Q,.7R!~~,11 .. l}.!i 115b_~~~n 
!~ j~t~2~u,s~. :;$§Y.~t~lll oJ .~.l~c;>n,d~d-.,.w~e.ho1l~~s...;_ip...._o!lr 
ports, 'to which foreign ·products could be brought for 
storage. free of duty ; if they were re-exported . they 
paid no duty, but paid only if they were 'taken out 
of bond' and sold in England. Walpole carried this 
measure as regards tea and coffee, but when he pro
posed a similar plan ·for wine and tobacco and called 

the tax to be paid on them '~~L. he ·raised 
such a storm as nearly upset him. It was a storm 
about a me~ name ; / the.liberties\>._()f"'England .• would 
pe:~;:ish,.' if~the· functions oLthe_Exciseman,..,.already,since 

- r66r well known to brewers,-were to operate on vi11tners 
and tobacconists also :-

This dragon Excise has ten thousand eyes 
And five thousand mouths to devour us, 

A sting and sharp claws,· \vith wide gaping jaws, 
And a belly as big as a storehouse ; 
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When once, the song goes on, we have fed him with wine 
and tobacco--

Grant these, and the glutton will roar out for mutton, 
Your beef and your bacon to boot, 

Your goose, pig and pullet, he'll thrust down his gullet, 
While the labourer munches a root. 

bbviously the measure, if carried, would not only have 
~minished smuggling, but enormously increased the 
oversea trade of Britain, whose 'free ports' would have 

/become the markets of the World. Walpole in 1733 
I bowed to the storm and withdrew the measure. The 

younger Pitt afterwards carried it without opposition. 
The result of these measures was that the public credit 

stood very high, and the· foreign and colonial trade of 
Britain developed rapidly.) But a heavy price was paid 
for this. It must always remain an open question whether 
Walpole did not make a grave mistake in refusing to 
come to the assistance of Austria, when France and 
Spain attacked her in 1733 ; for it was her failure in this 
war which led her enemies to attack her in 1740. My 
own quarrel with Walpole is not so much for this mis
take as f~r not being, then and always, prepared for 
war. King George was always dying to go to war in 
order to exhibit his one really good quality, personal 
bravery, but always, too, he was drawn back by that 
fear for beloved Hanover. After Caroline's death the 
chance came only too soon. In 1737 a petition of London 
merchants called the attention of Parliament to the fact 
that Spanish coastguards in America too often mis
handled British subjects (either traders under the Treaty, 
or smugglers, who abounded) and exercised a tyrannical 
' right of search ' for contraband goods in British ships. 
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In effect it was the old story of Drake's time. Spain_ had 
been obliged, by the Treaty, to open a crack of window· 
into her mare clausum, and we were alway~ striving to 
fling the window right up. _ Her colonists , as well as· 
ourselves profited immensely by the . widening of · the 
crack, and Spain was foolish to try· to close it. Was 
she in force enough, out there, to close it ? Clearly not, 
as long as she stood alone. But, if she took a bold line 
and shut the window with ·a bang, would she be long 
alone ? Her king was a Bourbon ; would not the arch
Bourbon, the King of France, come to his aid ? Was 
not France almost tired of a peace during which English 
commerce and colonization were expanding out of all pro
portion to her· own. Though King Philip hate'd Cousin 
Louis, and Philip's savage . wife hated him e'{en 
more, there had already been ·one ' Family ~om pact ' 
between their Governments.·· From '33 to '35 they had 
fought together against Austria, and been victorious ; 
the Spanish dog· had recovered two of his lost bones, 
Naples and Sicily; Old Fleury might be carried off his 
legs by the war party in Paris if only Spain took the 
high line.. . 

And in r738 she began to take it. As Treaties stood 
she was probably within her rights, and Walpole was 
therefore right to seek, as he did, every possible form of 
compromise. There is, however, a point at which com,. 
promise becomes scuttle, and, before that is reached, a 
great Minister will tear up Treaties. Walpole knew that 
war would mean his own fall, ?J!d he ought to have 
resigned office rather than declare it. Instead of 
that, after a Convention with Spain that· was little 
short of humiliating for Britain, he declared war in 
'39, and struggled on for three more years with power 
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slipping from his hands at Court, in Cabinet, m City, 
in Parliament. 

By a stroke of luck, which no one had any right to 
expect, within a month of the declar.ation (December,· 
'39), Admiral Vernon, with only six ships, captured Porto
bello on the Gulf of Mexico, but that was the limit 
of our success. Meanwhile the Opposition went, head 
down, at the Minister. Pitt clamoured against every 
measure of .the war, as he had denounced those of the 
peace; and Walpole's preparations were so inefficient 
that Pitt almost seemed to be justified. In February, '41, 
a most fiery dem?-nd was made in both Houses for Wal
pole's removal from the King's councils for ever; it was 
silenced for the time, but a general election in the 
summer left the Minister with a vastly reduced majority. 
His own Cabinet intrigued against him, George went off 
to Hanover and deserted him, and, in February, '42, he 
·was obliged to resign. Cries for i~pe~ch~ent and for 
his head~he was freely compared to Strafford-were at 
once raised, but, though a Parliamentary Committee sat 
for many months to enquire into his alleged crimes of 
peculation, it could get no serious evidence.1 He was 
created Earl of Orford, and the King continued to consult 
him privately till his death in 1745. 

The war that had now begun and the year which we 
have now reached are to some extent a landmark in 
European and in English history. The Age of Wigs is 
not over, and faction will.still berampant for many years : 
but the Nation is beginning to awake in more ways than 
one. Great industrial changes, which I shall notice 

1 It is, however, a fact that officials of the ' Secret Service 
money' refused to give evidence in the case, and were authodzed 
by the King to refuse. 



THE CONTINENTAL CRISIS, IJ40c:-4I > ~17'5, ,~ 
;elsewhere, ~re· n.ot ·£~r- ~ff. ··fhe r~p~~~d sttuggl~~ with 
the.House of Bourbon,·soon,to·spreadto all quarters 6f · 
th~ globe, will on tlie one hand incline .men to consider· 

-the infinite-.mi.~chief ~f p~rliamentary· squabbles and to 
16ok for a lea;der,. an'd .on the other hand, will end in the ' 
b~eak up ;of the 61Ci system oi Allican~es ·ancl in ~:ne'Y basis. 

-·.for foreig11· policy. <> 

. :The war ~'is popular- at'its· co~mencement,. and the· 
:FU:nds actq~lly ·rose whe~- it· was declared, but it di9- ·· 
not long re~ain ·p~pular. Our old friend the, Emperor 
Charles VI., who one~ used to stay at Petworth (rJOJ) · 

ail.d call himself Carlos III. of Sp;:1in, died_ in . the 
autumn of '46, leaving- his do_minions, or sue? oLthem 

: as he had power to leave, to his daughter Mar.ia
Theresa, recently· married tQ Francis, who .. had· just 
exchanged h!s .o~d Duchy- of Lorraine for his new . 
Granc~ Duchy of· Tuscany. The lady could_ not,· of'·· 
course, be electe'd King ~f Bohemia, still less. Emperor 
(though apparentl}.r; because the Hungarian language 
has no word . for Que~n, . she c~uld be ' Kirig '. of 
Hungary)';. there was much doubt whether she·_ could' 
even be Archduchess of Austria, or Duchess of Milan. 

See what·. (l .. P~t<&~.<?&.~ . ..,tJlgJ!<;pJ.l?.~t~~om.il}.iQ.l}-_~;~;o:\Yer.e~ 
all ,.l:t_eld . by different ti_!t~~' ,.~&~1:~B!;.~J;,~;f~~~~f£\Rent 
rules ofinheritance. But the possession of the Imperial 

t __ ~'lli'·,., . ....... 

title and of al~ these dominions by a Hapsburg, which 
had ·been continuous .for over two centuries, seemed 
to be almost part of the public law of Europe, or at • 
least the surest guar~ntee for European peace. So 
most reasonable people wen~ prepared to tide over the 
difficulty and to say, ' let Maria's husband be elected 
Emperor and King of Bohemia, and let the pair of 
them· rule in all the old dominions of her father.' 



FRANCE AND PRUSSIA 

George II. held this view very strongly. Even France, 
the mortal foe of Austria, had recognized it in 
principle, and in all former wars, when she had been 
victorious she had been content to take, in a gentlemanly 
fashion, some frontier province such as Alsace (1648), 
Lorraine (1738), and not to seek to oust the Hapsburgs 
from their central dominions. 

Now, however, there stepped upon the scene a young 
man of twenty-nine who was !lot a gentleman, and who 
determined to base his policy'on what Machiavelli calls 
'the effectual truth of things,' which, reduced to its lowest 
terms, is apt to mean force. Frederick, to be one day 
called Frederick the Great, had been King of Prussia for 
six months when the old Emperor died. He was the 
nephew of George II., and their mutual hatred was worthy 
of their family traditions. He was known to be devoted 
to flute playing and to cheap French philosophy, and to 
possess a well-drilled Army of eighty thousand men, in 
which he was believed to take no interest. But within a 
month of Charles' death Frederick demanded of Maria 
the rich province of Silesia, and before she had time 
to gasp out an indignant refusal, he marched his men 
in and took it. Immediately up started, all ·over 
Europe, claimants to the unfortunate lady's dominions, 
Bavaria, generally a 'French traitor' in Germany, being 
the chief of them. The war party in France was 
delighted, blew the flame, carried Fleury off his legs 
~and made him conclude a Treaty with Frederick. Some 
of the Electors chose Charles of Bavaria as Emperor, 
and he vapoured for four years as Charles VIJ.l Maria 
fell back upon her Hungarians. She was a warrior 

1 The wits of the day said of him that he was Et Ccesar et 
niMl. 



" Queen of dauntless spirit, and a 'perfect dear' in 
"' l ~ 

private life, but, like other deeply wronged women, slie· 
was to prove an int_ractable Ally. King George was in a 
~errible fever ; she squealed to him for help, but, eager 
as he was to help her, ~is fear for Hanover got the better 
of his courage, and he was content with pouring into 
h~ lap English subsidies, which Walpole; not yet. fallen, 
a1\lowed him to do. All '41 things looked very black for 
Maria. They looked black for - England too ; huge 
bounties entirely failed to attract recruits to the c~lours,' 
and impressment, for theArmy as well as for the Navy, 
was soon the rule. Admiral Vernon, with roo sail and 
rz,ooo troops, miserably failed to take Carthagena. From 
Admiral Anson, who was sailing round the World in the 
Centurion, to raid the Pacific coasts of Spain, no good 
news had yet been heard. Spain. on her own account -
flew at th~ Austrians. in Italy ; France had to help her 
there,. and it was only a question of months before 
Fhnce would help her also against England. 

Then Walpole fell, and George had at last got 

a ~tatesman to stiffen his back. ~¥;,...f.,e,Fpp~~d 

~~~y,;~'i~P~U:¥T:£~~~~k~~~~~&r~~ 
~~~y~"~"'~l\:c<?IJicsi!lin~~:~lY~~~';~~ Hard-
wicke and several other old Walpoleans, was reallY. .. .Jg,r 

t~9t"YJ~_in_tbe.,hands •. p_!.~I£.1~~~~.JP' 

~~~-~~~-1ID~~~~k~~.l·-
Germany. always the friend; and by Germany he didn't 
mean the 'beggarly Electorate' of Hanover, but a, 
reHnited Teutonic Nation. To effect this reunion, and 
especially to· reconcile Fred~rick an4 Maria, he bent all 
his efforts a~d was partially su~cessful ; in June, '42, _ 

Maria agreed to the cession (she meant it to be only a 
temporary one) of Silesia, and Frederick at once dropped 

VOL. III I2 
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his French Allies. Hungarian Armies-' bonny fighters' 
-started from the East, and a French-Bavarian invasion 
of Bohemia was rolled back. Carteret sent old Lord 
Stair, a veteran of Marlborough's wars, with sixteen 
thousand English troops to Flanders. If only those 
sluggish Dutch could be galvanized into undertaking the 
defence of that province, Stair could be thrown on to 
the retreating French Army somewhere on the Main or 
the Danube, and could smash it up ; but all '42 the 
Dutch refused to budge. Carteret 'Yas very ill backed up 
by his own Cabinet, and Pitt and his yelping throng de
nounced him as ' sold to Hanover ' ; but he stuck to his 
plan, and, in February '43, Stair, reinforced by powerful 
Austrian and Hanoverian contingents, and following 
Marlborough's old route, though not with Marlborough's 
swiftness or secrecy, marched Southwards. By May he 
had only reached the Main, and there he stayed, till in 
mid-June George himself arrived and took over the 
command. 

Now we were still supposed not to be ' at war' with 
France, but only an ' Auxiliary ' of Austria. France 
said she was only an' Auxiliary' of Bavaria! Neverthe
less we. had got to cut off one large French Army, which 
under Marshal Noailles had been sent to relieve another 
large French Army retreating Rhinewards under Marshal 
Broglie. George had absolutely no head for strategy, 
and Stair, who was a good man, could get none of his 
orders obeyed. Our commissariat system was, thanks to 
Walpole, as defective as if John of Marlborough had never 
hanged a fraudulent contractor; and at the end of June 
we suddenly found ourselves starving, in a narrow wooded 
defile of the great river Main, with a French Army, JO,ooo 

strong to our 4o,ooo, between us· and our magazines at 
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Hanau. The French held both banks of the river and 
quietly threw bridges between them; then they encircled 
US, front, flank and rear, as in· a mollsetrap ; the .narrow 
mouth of the trap was at the village of Dettingen. 
There were three choices before us: (a) to st!lrve, (b) to 
surrender, (c) to cut our way through to Hanau. 

Noailles' plans were excellently laid, and, had he or 
llis lieutenants been capable of executing them, it is hard 
to see how a mart of us could have escaped. But the 
peace had been almost as fatal to French military educa-• 
tiori as to our own; they had 'hardly a Brigadier who 
knew how to draw up his b~igade.' Their leader in front 
at Dettingen charged when he. ought to have stood firm; 
and so Noailles' heavy guns on the Southern bank of 
the river couldn't play upon the head of our column, 
lest th~y should shoot their own men .. as well as ours. 1 

And-

Dapper King George was a fighter grim, 
With some. English blood at .heart of him, 
And a man of wrath, and a man, of his fists, 
And a wrecker of orthodox strategists. 

His horse, unbroken to musketry fire, as English troop:. 
horses were apt to be, bolted with him to the rear ; 

·Then he cursed such cattle for cowardly brutes, 
And led us to the front in his big jack-boots.• 

And one thing of Marlborough's teaching remained-our 
admirable "volley firing, which blasted away whole regi
ments. For once, too, the French infantry, be,ing badly 
led, failed to do its duty, and we won a complete 

1 The centre and rear of our column suffered heavily from 
these guns.,, 

2 Fran~ Tayl,or, in the·Spectator, Octob~r 12th, 1907. 
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victory; the French loss was at least 8,ooo-more than 
treble that of the Allies. 

Carteret was overjoyed, and worked hard for a union 
of all German Princes for the recovery of the provinces 
lost to France during the last two centuries. But Maria 
thought far more of taking signal vengeance on Bavaria, 
whose territory she now had within her grasp, than of 
German unity, for which she did not care two straws: 
and Frederick knew well that, if she were too victorious, 
his turn would come next; he knew she always called 
him 'the wicked man.' German unity, in fact, was, for 
more than a century to come, a mere dream;. and, even 
now that it has been achieved, I have not heard that 
they have erected in Berlin a statue to Carteret, though 
they certainly owe him one. And in England, so un
popular was King George that not even his splendid 
valour at Dettingen could win his great Minister a 
moment's real authority, either in Cabinet or Parliament. 
So violent were the infamous ' patriots ' against Carteret 
that even old Walpole was moved to speak strongly in 
his favour in the Lords. Hence the results of Dettingen, 
most favourable to Austria, were to England simply nil, 
except that in '44 we screwed up courage to ' declare 
war' on France. France indeed quickly recovered from 
the blow, c:oncluded a close alliance with Spain, stood 
up bravely to Admiral Mathews off Toulon, 1 and 
prepared a great Fleet, with the Hope of the Stuarts on 

1 It is commonly said that Mathews was beaten, and it was 
not the fault of his subordinate, Admiral Lestock, that he was 
not. Mathews' signals were confused, and Lestock, who had a 
long-standing quarrel with Mathews, deliberately kept out of 
the fight. A Court Martial afterwards acquitted him and 
cashiered Mathews-;-most unjustly. The French lost one ship 
in the action, and were not inclined to renew it on the next day. 



. 
board; for ·an invasion of England. On land she sent 
her ablest General, Marshal Saxe, to invade the ,<?ld 
battle-ground of Flanders. · Saxe swept up the frontier 

• towns there at a great rate, and our old Marshal Wade, 
thOligh by no means th~ ' gt~ndmother ' that popular 
song called him, failed, ·all through '44. to get the 
Austrians to combine with him for the defence of their ,. 
own Flemish territory. The fruth · is. the Austri~s 
never cared much for Flanders ; they were fighting 
on the upper Rhine as well, and were very reasonably - . . 
afraid of Frederick, who justifie~ their fears by breaking 
with Maria and springing upon Bohemia in the autumn 
of '44· . 

Meanwhile, on the death of Lord Wilming~on, Henry 
. ¢·-·· ._fli!t"'-.~~ .. ~ ... ~·-'-~;"!"'~~~..._~~ ..... ~~¥'~' 

~~~~-~~~:9L:~~~~:k~~b~~~~~<l~.!~ 
. RiiJle.;, ~~d_g~i~en!f..rY ..... t~~~P~§]J.£&~J~iL~<!.~>.~J4f,Jhe 
Trse~tg¥!,.~elHlJ!.r~~;~~~?~l.:~~~~~~~~_:ttew:.. 
c~t~~t~9d.~~kiB-~~~J.:!~~~~;1illlJhey_' 
ha~,;_got!Jfu2~~.&!I!S:J;et,_They 'deliberately intrigued· with 
all sectiqns of the Opposition, even with Pitt, and promised . 
to all a share in the spoils of _office ... George yielded to 
them, sorely against his will (one begins almost to like 
George sometimes), and,t4t:_~gmat,s;tatesty.?-no;went~bq.c_}{ Jo 

-:--·--" ....... -=---w.;.;~ .. ,.~ .. ~~---.....,_·.o:;~~:::O:.ot.....-~ . "!<.: 

read .Demosth~ne.s.in.N.ov.:ei!ltlet.:,.;44·· ,,, No, m()re tr,ai torous .... "c"""' ,. . ..,._:-·"#>~~.?~~-~.;I''S.•-~~~:""',oV~:.:$-:~f-7~-~-"'"o."'-;; _:·~· ~~ .... .,;. .... -=:t....._~~;:,;jo;~-'-'"'/. ~ 

cou_;.s~"~52>tl.~Jl,~ v:~~~~~;_n~:<PN:~~l!i~llfR~Hl:iJ.m' s. The 
projected French invasion had indeed failed and the 
plans of the J acobites were put off for a time ; but 
every one could guess it was ·only for a short time. 
The safety of Britain; if indeed it were bound up with 
the maintenance of a German dynasty-and no Whig 
could be blamed for . thinking it was-was deliberately 
jeopardized for the sake of giving certain greedy Whigs 
all the spoils of office. in seeking to combine" Germany 
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and England against France, Carteret had only been 
anticipating the design of Pitt to win colonies and 
commerce by tying France's hands in a Continental war. 
Even stupid George, little as he cared for England, or 
for Germany, except Hanover, could see that, and, in 
the next year, it was brought home to him and his 
new Minister in a tangible shape. 

Early in '45, leaving a garrison of barely 12,ooo in 
Britain, Pelham sent 25,ooo men to Flanders under 
William, Duke of Cumberland, George's second son. 
Austrians and Dutch unwillingly contributed as many 
more ; and in May this allied force suffered, at the hands 
of Saxe and Louis XV. at Fontenoy, one of the most 
glorious defeats in the history of the British Army. 
Again, as at Dettingen, we had to try to storm, by 
sheer English (and German) valour, an almost impossible 
position, and we almost did it. To us fell all the sad 
honour, and nearly all the loss of the action. 

Of the Scottish legitimist rising, which soon caused 
the recall of the remainder of the English Army from 
Flanders, you will read elsewhere; but that recall 
enabled Saxe, in the next year, to sweep the Nether
lands from end . to end, and to win the battle of 
Rocoux. In the year '47, when British troops were 
back again in the Netherlands, he had another victory 
at Lauffeldt. He was already knocking at the Dutch 
gates when, in '48, peace was somewhat hastily con
cluded. In more distant quarters of the globe, if we 
had lost Madras to the French," we, with the aid of 
our American Colonists, had taken the great out-· 
work of French Canada, the fortress of Louisburg 
on the. island of Cape Breton. In 1745 Frederick 
again made his peace with the angry Maria and 
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retained her province of Silesia ; in that year, too, the 
Bavarian Charles having died, Maria's husband was. 
peaceably elected Emperor. In Britain, if the English 
J acobites proved, after thirty years · of peace and 
plenty, to be but a broken reed for poor King J a~ie to 
lean upon, and if they left Scotland to bleed for hi~ 
gloriously but unaided, it was made tolerably clear that 
very fe.w people cared to fight for- King George. His 
Ministry showed that they ~ared as little for him as his 
people. Within a month of the serious defeat of his 
troops at Falkirk,. February roth, '46, Pelham and his. 

. -friends came to Geo~ge in a body and·suddenly resigned 
their offices. Why ? Because they had promised that 
noisy man Pitt to get him a place, and King George had 
refused to give him one. Pitt threatened to make their 
lives as miserable as he had made Walpole's or Carteret;s 
unless they got him one .. The King sent for Carteret, . . . 
who had now become Earl Granville, and for Pulteney, 
now Earl of Bath. Granyille believed that he could free 
his King from this despicable. thraldom, but Bath, who 
had faithfully promised to support him, turned tail after 
three days, and yranville's last chance was gone. ~ 

,,.~elhaV'ue,tu!~~~~-"!·1fYh.:tJtgJR,-PiJL~""': .. ':ice
Treasurer tor Il!§Ei~J:Jo ... ~e ~-~~m~s_!e_: . OJ -~!1.~ 
Forces.' Except the case of Lord Sunderland in r7o6 it 
was the first instance in which an absolutely detested 
man had been forced upon the Crown as a Minister by a 
family or party clique. It was an even deeper humilia
tion for the King than if Pitt had been· called, as people 
sometimes say he was, by a ' popular cry ' ; in fact, what
ever h.e became hereafter, Pitt was now merely the 
nominee of the Grenvilles, Cobhams and-Lytteltons, who 

could make things very unpleasant for any Mini~try which 
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refused them a share of the spoils. George, who by this 
time hated the whole gang of politicians, left them to do 
as they pleased : " It signifies," he said, " nothing to me, 
as my son, for whom I don't care a louse, will live long 
enough to ruin all." The news of Prince William's 
victory at Culloden reached London on April 25th, and 
there was a disgraceful scene of ' mafficking ' in the 
streets, which contrasted badly with the terror shown 
when the Highland army was at Derby in the previous 
December. For the last time the London mob, more 
Whig but not therefore less brutal than in 1716, enjoyed 
the spectacle of honourable gentlemen being cut up alive 
for loyalty to the ancient line of Kings and to an ancient 
political creed. But the sympathy of the educated 
classes, in spite of political indifferentism, was freely given 
at the trial of the loyalists in 1746, and 

Pitied by gentle minds Kilmarnock died ; 
The brave, Balmerino, were on thy side. 

Even this wretched Government, however, shaken 
as it was by legitimist risings, .and defeated as it was 
in Flanders, could not wholly curb the natural pro
pensities of English sailors to win naval victories and 
to take French prizes. Before the war closed, though 
there was no great naval action, the British Fleet had 
mysteriously doubled itself, while the Fleets of France 
and Spain had, less mysteriously, dwindled. Lord 
Anson, soon to prove a most efficient First Lord of the 
Admiralty, returned victorious from the Spanish Main, 
laden with untold booty. Hawke and Boscawen had 
begun their great careers, and Rodney was already a 
captain. The Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748) was 
merely a truce between the two great Western Powers. 
Though it left most colonial and maritime questions in 



THE YEARS OF PEACE, 1748-56 . ,r8S ' · 

the. status quo ante bellum, .and though ~e therefore .. -
· restored .Louisburg to France, we inflicted, in a: land __ : · 

where prestige· counts everything, a terrible. blow to: ( 
French prestige in India by getting back Madras. A~f· · 
for the right of Spanish coastguards to search our ships 
in America, which had been. the original casus belli, 
the Treaty said not a word. It is even more strange 
that Louis XV. quietly gave up all the vast conquests · 
that Saxe had made for him in Flanders. 

The next six:years are almost the quietest in Eighteenth 
Century history, and this at least says something for . 
the- conciliatory character, if not for the industry, of 
the brothers Pelham, though more perhaps for the 
wisdom of Lord Hardwicke. Dear old Lord Granville 
was readmitted to a nominal office in 1751, that of 
President of the Council, and·, retained the position 
till his death in '62. Except as a· mediator he seldom 
gave' advice, but when he. gave it, it was always on the • 
side ofthe honour of his country; henceforth the politics 
that interested him most were those of the Gods and 
Heroes of Greece. The most exciting home events were 
an attempt to naturalize Jews; an excellent improvement 
(Hardwicke's) in the Marriage Laws, by which it was 
made difficult for a couple to get married without their 
parents' will, or, as had often happened, their own_; and 
a reform of the Calendar, which many unmathematical 
people believed to have diminished their lives by eleven . 
days. 1 Various nonentities came and went, and offices 

1 England now at last adopted the Gregorian Calendar; according 
to which the year began on January rst instead.of March 25th. 
The old Roman Calendar, which we were still using, had got 
el~ven days wrong; ~leven of the days ·of September, 1752, ,,;er~ 
now struck out. 

.;. ~ 
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r . occasionally passed from Whig to Whig, bgJJ.:WQ_ !leaths, 
I those of Boling~ro~~' and, Ere<;Lyrick, .. Prince of Wales, 

both in 1751, took all the stiffening out of the Opposi
tion and the King seemed to have surrendered blindly 
to the Pelhams. Pitt remained Paymaster and quietly 
studied military questions ; he gained great and 
deserved honour, as well as popularity, by refusing to 
take, in addition to his large salary, the vast perquisites 
which previous Paymasters had taken. 

But, before-the--death of Henry Pelham, which in 
1754 broke up the halcyon period, the clouds were 
gathering thickly on the horizon. 



CHAPTER VI 

"THE SEA-QUEEN WAKES 
She calls; and her ships of battle, dragons her·seas have bred, 
Glide out of Plymouth harbour and gather round Beachy Head : 
She wakes ! and the clang of arming echoes through all the earth, 
The ring of warriors' weapons, stem music of soldiers' mirth; 
In the world there may be Nations, and there gathers round every 

throne 
The strength of Earth-born armies, but the Sea is England's own; 
As she ruled, she still shall rule it from Plymouth to Esquimalt, 
As long as the winds are tameless, as long as the waves are salt. 

A STRANGE Sea-Queen she has •been someti~es, a very 
prosak, mercantile Sovereign' Lady; at one time a • 
busy bumboat woman-but anger her, and she is trans
formed into an armed mermaid. But it has always been 
so ; Mr. Ruskin, in his famous analogy-of Tyre, Venice 
and England as the three successive Sea-Queens, ignores 
the fact that the hope of material gain is the one sure 
motive for maritime exploration and adventure, on 
which all Navies must be based. 

The middle of the century witnessed a great awakening 
of the Nation in many departments of life. Jn the 
spheres of religion, of manufacture, of sea-power, a new 
spirit was abroad, and the Britain that was to beat 
Napoleon was beginning to take shape. She was about 
to gird up her loins for a renewal of the secular contest 
with Napoleon's predecessors, the old story of littora 
tittoribus contraria. It was.not to be a War of Succession 

~87 
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to this or that throne, or a war for the maintenance 
of some stupid German province, or even for the 'Balance 
of Power ' in Europe ; but a life and death struggle 
for mastery in the New World, in the Far East, and 
on the roads leading thereto. The Indian side of the 
business I must necessarily relegate to a separate 
chapter ; the American, which loomed largest to con
temporary eyes, needs some retrospect into the history 
of our Colonies, which we left as far back as 166o. 

During the ensuing ninety years our settlements in 
North America had passed from infancy to vigorous 
and exceedingly independent youth, so independent 
indeed; that, each on its own lines, they resisted a well
meant attempt of James II. to fuse them into one federa
tion and to appoint a single Governor over them. The 
English Parliament, when legislating on matters corn
mercial, frequently treated them as a single unit and 

• imposed, in the interest of the Mother Country, restric
tions upon their trade ; but it would not burn its fingers 
by interference in their internal concerns. The Colonial 
Legislatures were thus ·free to do much as they pleased, 
and they usually spent their time in quarrelling with 
their several Governors, especially when these asked 
them to vote money, even for defence against Spaniards, 
Dutch, Frenchmen or Red Indians. The seizure, during. 
the wars of Charles II., of the Dutch territories, which 
became New York and New Jersey; the settlement 
of the two Carolinas, the creation in 1682 of Penn
sylvania, as a Quaker province, with a Quaker Legislature 
(which thought it wicked to make war but not wicked 
to make money by selling guns to the enemy), and the 
carving out of the territory of Delaware in 1701, filled 
up the gap between New England and Virginia; finally 
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the foundation of Georgia by General Oglethorpe in 
1732 completed the famous 'Thirteen Colonies,' which 
thus occupied the seaboard space between French 
Canada and Spanish Florida. The population was by 
no means exclusively British ; Swedes, Dutch, ' per
secuted Palatines' and . other Germans were freely 
admitted.,.., New York especially acquire4 a cosmopolitan 
character ; neither now nor at any other time did it 
receive a charter or any definite 'British institutions,' 

· although the latter grew up spontaneously in that 
Colony. · 

By the end of the Seventeenth Century the Colonists 
. '' 

were already beginning to spread Westwards through 
the Alleghany Mountains, and they then began to find 
themselves confronted by rivals very different from the 

~ . 

Red Indians. The occupation by France of the valley 
of the St. Lawrence, wi~h its dependencies -insular 
and peninsular, such as Newfoundland, Cape· Breton "' 
and Acadia, was on the whole more intelligently con
ceived than the settlement of British America. - The 
French Colo~y was administered as. a whole, and was 
governed and well equipped from a military point ·of 
view ; great statesmen such as Richelieu, Colbert and 
Seignelay devoted attention to it ; great pioneers like 
Frontenac, La Salle and La Galissoniere were its 
Governors; and these perhaps foresaw, as no English 
statesman did, that America ·would one day be a battle
ground between the two Nations. The despotic govern
ment was. powerful enough to override mercantile and 
provincial,, jealousies ; and, while British Colonists were 
often on the edge of rebelling, the population of Canada 
was always ·loyal to _the- French Crown. France also 
enforced better treatment of the Red Men, as she did 
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of her slaves in the West Indies, whereas no British 
Governor dared to interfere with the sacred right of a 
freeborn Briton to flog his own property, nor even to 
remonstrate when pious Dissenters proposed to extermi
nate the Red Men by selling them blankets)nfected with 
smallpox. In an age when Protestant missions to the 
heathen were all but unknown, the French J esvits showed 
the same untiring zeal and devotion in the New World 
as in China. The gayer nature of the French people led 
them to drink, dance and intermarry with the natives 
-even to dress, as Frontenac once did, in their war
paint and feathers,-but the dour Briton thought shame 
to do such things, which he classed with the ritual of 
Popery, so appealing to the Indians, as 'monkey-tricks.' 
The result was that the French won the sympathy, and 
often the terrible help of the forest-children, as our people 
never did. 1 

But in spite of these advantages the population of 
Canada was of very slow growth. Where British 
America may have had (say 1713) half a million of 

·Colonists, New France had not one-tenth of that number; 
and the cession of Acadia and Newfoundland to us in 
that year increased the disparity. The distaste for 
emigration remained, as it remains, rooted in the French 
people, and so Canada became a fur-trading and 
military settlement, but hardly an agricultural one. 
Even in the fur trade the Briton, better supplied from 
home, cut out the Frenchman ; he had articles for sale 
(including the firewater of the Paleface, of which the 
sale to Indians was prohibited in New France) which 

1 But ·when all North America was ours the Red Men came to 
realize that only the British Government could protect them 
against the British Colonists. 
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his cus~omers· really coveted very much ; and in America, 
if nowhere else, the axiom that-' trade follows the flag ' 
was reversed. 

But, if the lilies and the leopards were to go to war, 
· the. g~graph_ical situation of New France gave her 
. three excellent 'jumping-off places.' In r682 La Salle 

had made. a wonderful journey of 5,000 miles from 
the Great Lakes to the Mississippi mouth, and had 
founded the settlement of New Orlea~s; from that date 

.his idea of occupying the valleys of the Ohio and the 
Mississippi, and so of cramping the Westward advance 
of British America, was ne~er absent from French minds. 
,Again, France J:night strike at New _York or Boston by 
the shorter route down the ' Little Lakes ' and the 
ri::er Hudson; and finally she might raid apd keep in 
alarm the rich New England Colonies from the Acadian 
border. The.re was, however, no such war till r68g, and 
' King William's War ' (as they called it out there) was 
mostly fought on ·the Hudson an~ in Acadia, ' Queen 
Anne's War,' IJ02-I3, . in much the same region, 

These two wars fully opened the eyes of French st~tes
men to the preponderance in wealth and population 
of their British rivals ; the cessions made at Utrecht 
had seriously weakened-the outworks of Canada, and her 
Governors set themselves to strengthen the remainder 
of 'these by building in IJ20 the great fortress of 
Louisburg on that Island of Cape Breton which guards 
the entrance to the St. Lawrence; while, before we had 
founded our last colony of Georgia, France had refounded 
La Salle's lost settlement at New Orleans, and given it 
the name of, Louisiana. The possibility of .a conjunc
tion of Fren;h and Spanish interests in the New World 
was a further disquieting factor for us, and, in order 
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to realize this, we must take a brief glance at the West 
Indies. There Spain was in even greater preponderance 
over France than France was over Britain ; with the 
exception of Jamaica, not yet fully developed, we held 
only Barbados, whose best harbour was an open. road
stead, St. Kitts, Antigua and a few settlements in the 
Bahamas-in all a mere nothing compared to the French 
possessions, which comprised the great islands of 
Martinique and Guadeloupe, with their splendid harbours, 
the Western half of San Domingo, ceded to France by 
Spain in 1697, Grenada and Marie Galante ; and less 
than nothing compared to Spanish Cuba, Porto Rico 
and Trinidad. By Treaty, none too well observed, 
Dominica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and Tobago were 
supposed to be 'neutral islands,' but France was already 
clutching at them before 1740. With the exception of 
Louisiana and of tiny British settlements on the coasts 
of Honduras and Guiana, Spain held the entire coast of 
Central and Southern America from the Gulf of Florida 
to Brazil, from the Southern border of Brazil to Cape 
Horn, and up again on the Pacific side to San Francisco. 
We had a perennial dispute with Spain about our right 
to cut mahogany in the forests of Honduras ; and, as we 
saw in the last chapter, to this dispute was _added, after 
1730, a series of quarrels about our Treaty-traqe with 
other Spanish Colonies. 

Spain of course did nothing to develop or improve 
this glorious heritage. Her 1 first two Bourbon kings 
were nearly as stupid as her Hapsburgs had been, although 
they had one or two able Ministers who spasmodically 
tried to revive the commercial and maritime life of 
the co1mtry. For the most part Spain simply sat down 
and lived on the colonial tribute of gold and silver. 
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' Pi~6es of eight ! Pieces of eight ! : as Captain Flint's 
patfot said ; that \vas the . ~rop raised on the soil of New 
Spain. Still, Spain was the old colonizing Power, and 
we were the interlopers: France,' on the other hand, paid 
to 'her West Indies an ·attention even more intelligent 
than ;he paid to Canada, and, by' the middle of the 
.Eighteenth Century, San Domingo was the sugar-shop 
of the World, • The best guaran~ee for British penetra
tion into those regions was always the fact that France 
and,-Spain were if possible more jealous of each other 
thari Spain was of England. Their two, Governments 
might make Family Compacts, but Spa_niards over there 
preferred the. English as commercial clients. Not even 

·the exploits of Drake or of Blake had ever quite upset 
the tacit understanding between the two peoples which 
dated from old Burgundian days or even earlier. The 
war of 1739-48 had interrupted this good feeling, buf . 
without makirig the Spaniards love their French allies. 
That' war, on its French side, liad been fought in Acadia· 
(whose population remained w~olly French in sympathy), 
and on all the borders, and h~d been signalized by the 

I 

Colonial capture of Cape Breton ; our Americans were 
I 

very angry when at the Peace we ceded back the Island. 
I 

Over there that Peace was jhardly even a truce. La 
Galissoniere, Governor of Can\lda, had openly planned · 

. . . I 

the absorption of the Ohio v311ley ; and the Virginians 
were soori engaged in a r4ce with his successor, 
Duquesne, for the occupation 9f the forest region lying 

. between that valley and the border of Canada. Both 
sides ignored the fact that a I' Boundary Com1Ilission '· 
was sitting in Europe to settle all frontier ·-questions. 

I 

Th~ ·building and garrisoning i!l 1749, with a colony ,a£ 

veteran soldiers, of the town ~f Halifax as the Capital 
VOL. III 13 
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of Nova Scotia (Acadia) was an Anglo-American 
revenge for the loss of Louisburg ; five years later the 
French completed the strong post of Fort Duquesne in 
the disputed Ohio region; and so matters stood when 
King George's Prime Minister, Henry Pelham, died. 

For his succession Henry Fox, William Pitt and 
William Murray were all candidates, but Pelham's. 
brother Newcastle managed, through his vast parlia
mentary influence, to keep the place for himself, and 
pretended that, owing to the King's personal spite, 
he was unable to offer the Secretaryship of State to 
Pitt. Pitt, wh~ had only £zoo a year of his own, 
and who had just married, went into practical op
position without resigning the Paymastership. Fox 
became Secretary, and defended Newcastle's measures 
in the Commons. These included a Subsidy-Treaty 
with the Landgrave of Hesse for defence of Hanover 
in the event of a new war ; and in the autumn 
of '55 there was added a similar Treaty with Russia, 
who promised to attack Frederick of Prussia if he 
threatened Hanover. But what Austria was doing no 
one except Frederick seems to have suspected. As a 
matter of fact Maria Theresa had been for three years 
knocking at the door of the King of France. Dominated 
by but one thought, that of revenge on ' the wicked 
man,' furious with England for having made her cede 
Silesia, sick to death with the burden of the unprofitable 
Netherlands, she was ready to overset any and every 
3;lliance. Louis at first turned a deaf ear, but he 
loathed Frederick, who had twice broken Treaties with 
him during the late war. Might not such an alliance 
as the Empress now offered him actually lead to a French 
acquisition of Belgium? If Austria cared nothing for 
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Belgium, what had Austria ~nd France left to fight 
about ? At any rate any one: could see the advantage 

. , I -

of detaching Austria from ~he English ailiance. So 
Louis dallied, more suo, with Maria's idea until the 

I 
autumn of '55, and long bejore that the tension· in 
Ameri~a had become acute .. ·1 . . . 

Even Pelham had authonzed our Colomsts to ' repel 
.force by force,' and, when thJ Virginians acted on that 
order, and, under a young manjcalled George Washington, 
cetat. zr, were defeated in the year '54,, it was impossible 
for Newcastle to leave them ~o their fate. In January, 
'55, he therefore sent out two British. regiments under 
Braddock, a favourite officer; of the Duke of Cumber
land's; Braddock would sho~ • these provincials' how 
to fight. He also sent Admi~al Boscawen to cruise in 
American waters, with emlerd to stop French r~inforce-1 . 
ments being shipped to Canada. Boscawen took several 
French ships, and this act, wilich we called reprisal and 

I 

the _French called piracy, led to open war. Still, in 
I 

fear for Hanover and in greater fear for Belgium, 
6'· ; 

Newcastle hoped to confine the war to the New World, 
I 

and, being utterly ignorant of the new Austrian move, 
expected to isolate France upon the Continent. It was 
Frederick who first opened his eyes. 

I 

Meanwhile Braddock arrived in America and found 
l . 

' these provincials ' culpably, indifferent to their own 
defence, and to the numerotis wants of his Army such 
as waggons, horses, forage, food, things which a back-' . . 
·woodsman did not ne~d, bu~ which the British soldier 
thought he did need. However, at .Jast Braddock began 

· to lumber forward from the Virginian frontier into the 
• q I • . 

primreval forest at the rate o,f about three miles a day. 
· The story has been most fin~ly told by Mr. Thackeray 
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in ' The Virginians.' Think of the gallant redcoat of 
that day, recently enlisted from the plough, choking in 
his tight stock, bursting in his tight breeches, loaded as 
to his knapsack with every useless incumbrance that 
a War Office could devise. We saw him at Dettingen 
hewing his way to safety against tremendous ·odds; 
but look at him again here in the dark forest, a hundred 
miles from his base (Braddock got very nearly to Fort 
Duquesne), in a column over a mile long, with pioneers 
in front actually cutting down trees to make a road ; 
suddenly the woods echo with war-whoops, and from 
behind every rock and tree pours in a tremendous 
musketry fire. The word of command rings out ; again 
and again we form front and pour our famous volleys 
into-nothing but trees. The three guns are unlimbered 
and crash into the trees as aimlessly. From General 
to Private we face the unseen hail as valiantly as 
such hail has ever been faced; but two-thirds of 
our officers and half our men are down, and at last 
we become a huddled group of fugitives, shot down 
from every side. Braddock was carried along in 
the retreat dying of his wounds, muttering ' better 
next time' and other like words. Washington, who 
was acting as his aide-de-camp, escaped by miracle; 
the Virginians suffered less than the British because 
they were more expert at taking cover. The effect 
of this rout was enormous; two English regiments 1 

practically annihilated by one-fifth their number of 
French and a few hundred savages. All along the 
frontier a regular terror set in ; French troops were 
heard of within two or three days' march of Philadelphia. 

1 The 44th and 48th. Both were full of recruits, and the only 
service the former had seen had been at Prestonpans in 1745. 
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• I 
But the Quaker parliament sitting there even then 
refused to vote supplies fod the wa~ ! And, in spite of 
Boscawen and even of ?ir[ Edward Hawke's Channel 
Fleet, France kept on, pmtring troops. into America, 
Equally unsuccessful were two Colomal ·attacks on 

Ticonderog. a; a French out~~bst on' t~e Little Lakes, and 
on 'Fort Frontenac on the Great Lakes; only on the 
Acadian border Colonel Monckton, with ~ Colonial force, 
stiffened with some men of /the 45th; captured a French 
outpost called ... Beausejour,i and began to export the 

I 

old French population of Nova Scotia wholesale. · 
. I 

Now it seems to me that it was madness on the part 
I . 

of France to allow herself to be involved in a Continental 
I . 

war at this time, nor did she at first intend to do any-
" I 

thing of the kind. Louis ~ndeed had only unwillingly 
I . 

resolved. to fight England evert in America and ··at 
sea. ·But 'the wicked man[' best informed of European 
Sovereigns, had ·an inklingj of what Austria was after, 
and he professed to discover a great conspiracy against 

I . 
himself. Saxony, Poland, iRussia, Sweden and perhaps 
France were all to dance (at Maria's bidding ; he and . ' 

his Prussia were to be jpartitioned. Frederick was 
startlingly free of conventi?nal prejudices-even against 
Uncle George, to whom tintil now he had constantly 
applied most of the ugly n4mes in his extensive vocabu
lary; and in· January, '56; he suddenly astonished the' 
said Uncle by offering to l guarantee the safety of his . . I 
Hanover agamst all and supdry. Ne~castle and George 
had recently learned with horror that Austria,~to whcnn ,._ ~ 

they had applied, refused :to do anything of the kind 
I 

(Russia had indeed accepted and had actua.lly ' touched ' 
British guineas); and so th'is news of Frederick's seemed 
almost too good to be true] and a 'Convention of West-

' -· 
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minster ' between Prussia and Great Britain was the 
result. But how much greater was their horror when 
Austria seized the opportunity to conclude in May a 
. defensive Treaty with France ! And how much greater 
still when Russia declared that her Treaty bou11d her 
to defend Hanover only against Frederick ! 

The peculiar danger of an Austro-French alliance lay, 
of course, in the great probability that Belgium would 
thereby become a French province, a contingency 
against which we had struggled since Edward III. The 
World seemed to reel under Newcastle's feet, and he 
went about wringing his hands. Pitt, who had been 
dismissed in November for denouncing the Russian 
Treaty, was now playing openly to the gallery, the 
Nation and the future. In truth the situation was 
serious enough. The Dutch hastened to declare· an in
vincible neutrality. France was swallowing our Colonies, 
and preparing either for a seizure of Minorca or an 
invasion of England, perhaps for both. Pitt, after his 
dismissal, had introduced a N a tiona] Defence Bill for 
the revival of · a Militia, and the Duke had actually. 
denounced ' the spirit of militarism ' which this would 
provoke, and got the Bill rejected! As the pariic 
spread in the early months of '56, and as Pitt fanned 
the flame, Newcastle's head began to feel loose on 

·his shoulders. Now or never, then, was the chance 

for &itt. 
Hitherto we haye been obliged to look upon this man 

as the incarnation of the spirit of unpatriotic faction, 
an adventurer forcing his way to place by spouting out 
torrents of words and by making himself a nuisance to 
every Government. He was an orator in the worst 
sense, all theatrical froth and . bombast, a coiner of 
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s~ri~i.ng phrases to catch th~ vulgar ear) an_<! ?5 .d~~li.tpt~> 
o[JQgig ~s . .\1- • .tnod~rn .·!uJ2E.t9HIDP~r·; whenever :he ,~·a'd·_; 
crossed swords with Walp~le or Carteret, they could· 
always prove his logic to ·\be at fault. gis4~tr:_<;:>Bg~st 
":e5J. p~n: W~~AA~j§_2fi.l1~~.?:!!.St<f~,9b.n,;!,.tgf:i~~Y~1Y-Bu t•g·he iM!ils · 
fqr_ ev.er o~ the_ s.t~ge •. :~lJsJ.,,.*~s~A-:<;J}i:W~~lfl'ti!l:~tJ:!.~.-"tragic 
buskin. Moreover · he . had hitherto ·been· quit!? in
capable of .acting with any dne else, or of· accepting any 

• I 
compromise not of his own\ invention·; h~,-,'W&?Jrgrossly 

rude a11d <?¥~r J?eaning:.-to ~eollea:gues,.,Ct,s~w~~~~""9BP9.n~J1ts, 
I 

and, in spite of all that has been said to the contrary, 
he ·had by no means an infa~lible judgment of subordi

'fn.ates.1 ~ut,_to counterhal~nce .. .llll,,Jhi~,-£i.!b .. J?-,?-d .... o.ne 
· oi:\two".glfts.,.great,enough~ro .•• make...._J:u .. :ru~lt~~man.;..Jor 

~i~_<!>untrY-~thts;;hes.~l!PJfnl~Et::~.f~~~i~_r,e 
~<;,r;,2.f~~~!!~~~~w&i•~\fD~-
and the strategy necessary for Great Britain, diplomatic, 
naval and military, as a whole. He. thorol,lgJ;lly.,.._u_nder.,. 
stood. the· value oL.-morale, _He>hAg,.unflinching..,_<2QUJ?-ge, 
which only rose with danger, and a firm belief that, 
under his leadership, there was !,lOthing that Great 
Britain could not accomplish. And, though no one had 
suspected that he possessed administrative talent or 

industry, he was immediately t9, pt;oy._e, .,,h~~~Jlf .. _pot 
only the. mo~t.rbrilliat1t~a~<,l~::dar:ing,>l'bu~.,-el~P:~th.~. most 
industrious~of-1:1\finisters :- ' 

t People generally speak as if Pitt had had, after 1757, 'it free 
hand to appoint to the commands in both Services ; this is an 
exaggerated view; the King's preference for old generals often 
overrode the Minister's zeal for young ones. Some exceptional 
appointments, like Wolfe's, were of Pitt's personal choice, but 
more were of Anson's and Ligonier's. As an instance of what I 
said above, Pitt quite.undervalued;Ha:wke. 
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The fall of Minorca was to prove· ~is opportunity. 
That fall was the result of gross·inco:trtpetel;lCY at home. 
The garrison was insufficient; and ~had not been . 
strengthened. Admiral Byng was s~nt :out ~ri March, 
with indefinite orders and in indifferent force; he found . . 
the French, under the Due de Richelieu, already landed, 
engaged in a difficult siege of Fort St. 'Philip, the· citadel 
of Port Mahon. It was valiantly defended by old 
General Blakeney with 2,000 men, and blockaded by 
a moderate French Fleet under La Galissoniere. Byng, 
who had no troops to throw ashore, had only one thing 
to do, namely to fight La Galissoniere till one or both 
Fleets sank. Instead of this he fought an indecisive 
action, professed fears for Gibraltar, and sailed away, 
leaving Minorca to its fate. Then Ri~helieu stormed 
Fort St. Philip, at a frightful cost of life. Byng was tried 
by Court Martial and shot, a victim to the incompetence 
of the English Ministry, and even of Lord Anson, who 
had scattered our Fleet in such small detachments that we 
were nowhere in adequate force. But Fox had resigned 
office in terror, and Newcastle was left alone to face Pitt, 
who. v9iced the righteous anger and fear of the Nation. 
The Duke's last supreme degradation was to send for 
twenty thousand Hessians and Hanoverians to garrison 
the coasts of Kent; "And you dared not," roared his 
terrible opponent, " arm your own citizens ! " B_<td news 
also poured in from India and worse from America, 
and at last in October the Duke threw up the sponge, 

f and the _!{j~g . consented to take Pitt as Secretary of 
State, under the regis of the respectable Duke of 
Devonshire as First Lord of the Treasury. Pitt's 
brother-in-law and evil genius, Lord Temple, went . to 
the Admiralty in place of Anson. 
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·· For· th~,:first;·si£mortths Pitt had agai~st him• not 
ni~r~i~ a lio~~i.I_~;: :«irl:g ;an<l a 'hostile Commander-in-Chief 

. (Cuinberlarid;· :who:o'hated. him), but a. hostile House of .. ' .... ·· ... ' . : ': . . " .. 
Common_s;in which Newcastle; having lost the Executive 
powe,, nbw .bribetLand, jobbed more disastrously than 
ever ; _·ana,. lgng before the new Minister could inspire 

. his su~ordinates with ~is ·o;m spirit, the Duke had made 
his Government impossibl~. ~!!t""'·r.e.i.n1r9sfus;~·;;;-.:l,l9w~ 

e~~I '<J!.~~:~i!it!~i!L;iYB:i.s!t~~~!i&i.G.~£l.tJ.~ill~Mn~r~57-; 1 

and he held ·out the hand to Frederick.. Though he 
· was at once accused of having, in order to curry favour 

with the King, eaten his words about Hanover (and 
indeed there was a fine mass of. confused feeding in 
them), the truth is that he was really seeking to 
resume, with a different German ally,. the Anglo-German 
policy . of Carteret. •· }Ie . thoroughly realized· that 
France's hands could be best tied by involving her ·in 
the Continental war. Frederick had, in fact, made this 
path clear for Pitt, for, two months after the fall of . 
Minorca, he had suddenly invaded Saxony and seized 
its Capital •and Army. Maria declared that this act 
pledged France to give effect in her favour to the 
defensive Treaty of May, for Saxony was her ally; Louis 
agreed, and sent a large French Army over the Rhine 
to seize Hanover. " Now," said Frederick to Pitt, 
" send back those Hanoverians and Hessians whom you 
hate so much, send your stupid Duke of Cumberland 
to command thetiJ, to Westphalia; keep a bold defensive 

1 Each county was assessed at a definite number of men, who 
were to serve for three years ; if not enough Volunteers enlisted, 
·ballot was to be employed among those eligiQ.le. The Lord-Lieu· 
tenant of each County commanded its forfes. The Crown could 
thus call out a territorial army of 32,000 men. 
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front there against the French, and protect my right 
hand, while I polish off the Empress in Bohemia with 
my left. France will soon withdraw the Army, which 
now threatens your shores, to fight in Westphalia; you 
can keep her uneasy by frequent small descents on 
unexpectan:t French ports; thus we will play into each 
other's hands, and France will not be able to strike her 
hardest at either end of the line." 

Frederick was, of course, a dangerous ally, for his 
habit was to desert his friends, make peace with his 
foes, and go off with a province in his pocket. But Pitt's 
foresight showed him that Frederick had got his back 

· to the wall this time, and that the interests of England 
and Prussia really coincided on the lines which the 
Prussian King laid down. He therefore began to put the 
plan in force at once, as well as to send off reinforce
ments to America, two newly raised Highland regiments 
among them. 1 But suddenly Cumberland refused to go 
in command of the Hanoverian Army unless his father 
dismissed Pitt ; poor old George, too, was clinging to 
some stupid notion that even now Hanover might be 
made 'neutral'; Newcastle jumped at the idea, and 
Pitt was actually dismissed in April, '57· Then for two 
months there was no Government in Britain except the 
shadow of the Duke of Devonshire. At ·every door at 
which Newcastle knocked the answer was, 'we cannot 

1 Fraser's and Montgomery's. It is generally said that Pitt 
was the first person to enlist Highlanders to serve King George ; 
but, in fact, the Black Watch had been raised in 1739 and was 
now in America. This, however, had been raised from Whig 
Clans ; the new regiments were Jacobite in origin ; even this 
departure had been suggested before Pitt took .. office. By the 
end of the war twelve battalions of Highlanders had been added 
to the Army List. 
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f~ __ :eut FitJt-~!t =:afl:g5Y.;;.,~2:!i.9Jlc,tll~hin.~~Aim;~,. Old 
Granville, the most placable of men ~nd most loyal- of 
subjects, told Newcastle, " You are n~w ser~eii as you·'· 

. and_ your brother served me." '· 
No._great~r-~s>nQ.ernt1at_ion~..,Qf~tl:1~W ... a~£9J~~J~m

~~W~Cl-?tle~§Y~.&f-.g~y-p~E.tary. 
jobbery can be imagined than_j:l}e"'cond!tiob""-i.(),;.,;}\'l}ich 
it _h<:td.brought a high~spirited people. in that f?-fyf.l;!!. yep.r' 
',5J_; .. and, but for the fact that the France of Louis XV. -
was almost as unready, her government almost as cha?tic, 
the Britain of George II. must have fallen. One f<:tlse
hearted;· nervous old man could paralyse t4e who'Ie 
machine of State: Newcastle_..had .. n91~b.a.t...,ar~~1J.?:tlcally . 

ca_ll_ed ,gf.~-~!"'"'~~.;~~J.u_i,~~triq,u~""El<:!~L~rit{ 
and, in private life, after a fashion honourable·;--,_ but · 
to control the votes of the House of Commons and the 
backstairs of the Court had become such a passion. with 
him' that he was. not only ·ready to ruin his country, 
but did actually sacrifice most of his immense private 
fortune in the task. But at last, no other means of 

~-ontinuing this task occurring to him, he wenLin L~!!~ 

f toJl.tt,~11,d,~~,,: ~:Jtlift.~Jw.?~;£~~tgr~~~J'"'}he 
bribery and .the gifts of place~,_pep.si()p.s; title.$,..,tj:g_apds, 

bishoprics, boroughs ; , you. )eg~ "!l}-§_.)'SH!.r.~tf1I~lzl~"'yoice 
and. y~:nirJerr!b~ej"d~_aS_0PPl!!,::?'l.YJng-J:j!~~Y....:o:.~ And 
Pitt, to whom also no other m:ea~s of resuming his task 
occurred, agreed. King George might park i( .. h£rPleased, 
buj: he was now .muzzled; andJ?_i!t,.aJtl].9pg'Q..I:}.e .never 
afterwards stooped to conciliate any one else, was clever 
enough to conciliate his King, who came rather to li~e 
wearing his r:puzzle. 

Pin~th!Jsl~<z~m~~l:n~s~,q.t :th~.>:~!J.d.,r<:>JJ.1"1WJ.~,i:57:·•J3-~I!lost 
as ~§!~t.aJ().!~ --·:>t{\.nson·~ came: bac~-..;:to .,-~he.;t!-4sill!i.r,~ltY."~ and, . . 
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though Hardwicke had resigned the Great Seal, Hard
wicke was Anson's father-in-law, and much good counsel 
came to Pitt from both of them. Lord Granville sup
ported him warmly. Legge, his old friend, became 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Temple took the Privy 

• Seal, and Fox, Pitt's one rival in debate, became his 
·Paymaster; Fox loved money and had no scruples as 
to perquisites: Cumberland was, of course, furious, but 
events soon put him out of action. For the war went 
from bad to worse. In May, '57, a fresh Treaty between 
Austria and France, an offensive one this time, was openly 
directed against Kings Frederick and George. • Russia 
joined Austria, and her great Army lumbered towards 
Eastern Prussia. Sweden descended on Frederick's 
Northern coasts. Frederick had won a great battle at 
Prague in May, but a month later was defeated at 
Kollin and driven out of Bohemia. The French Army 
drove Cumberland and his Hanoverians over the Weser 
and smashed them at Hasten beck in July ; the Duke 
retreated and retreated till he reached the sea at Stade, 
where he might easily have held out. Instead of that 
he concluded with the French the Convention of Kloster
seven, separating_England's cause from Frederick's and 
receiving in return a promise that Hanover should be 
treated as neutral. Meanwhile a new South-German 
Army of Maria's friends was joined by another 
French contingent in Thuringia, and was marching 
against Frederick down the river Saale. In fact, five 
Armies were converging against the 'Protestant Hero,' 
as the illustrious infidel now began to be called in 
England. 

But England, long in travail, had brought forth her 
man at last. Pitt even bettered Frederick's instructions. 



PITT'S FIRST MEASURES •· 

He was no doubt often too ha,;ty, ind' 'he' '~as frightfully , 
extravagant, but it was a time that wo~ld br?ok neither 
delays nor economies. No one will, deny that he made 
gwit strategical mistakes; the whole of his poli¢.y of 
attac~s on French coast~ is open to qpe?tiop~ ·As· 
' diversions , these descents were. excellent;. but they 
were entrees merely, and Pitt was occasionally in dapger ·. 

·of mistaking them for the roast meat. At least ori 
one 9ccasion he offered to buy the alliance of·. Spain 
with the cession of Gibraltar, which he strangely under-;; 
valued. But the real merit of his offensive .strategy 
was that he saw the World as a whole, and knew in
tuitively how pressure employed in a distant theatre · 
of war, either by sea or land, would divert the danger 
from a near theatre, and vice versa. His first attack 
on Rochefort)m important Atlantic dockyard of France, ,. 
was 'ill-executed and failed to do even serious damage ; 
1;>ut the. mer~ threat of it was enough to give the French 
iii Hanover pause, and to cause a backward movement 
of their troops. King 'George had authorized Cumberla,nd 
to conclude a Convention, bu~ riot such a Convention 
as that of Klosterseven ; at Pitt's suggestion he ~eadily 
disavowed it, and asked Frederick to send one of his 
best generals to take over and strengthen Cumberland's 
beaten Army. Fre&rick sent his very best man, 
Ferdinand of Brunswick, 'the greatest leader of British 
troops,' says Mr. Fortescue, 'between Marlborough and 
Wellington.' Result, Frederick was. able to deal in 
November and December two smashing blows, the first 
at Rossbach ·on the Saale at the French and South
Germans, the second at Leuthen in Silesia at the' 
Austrians ; while Richelieu, the French commander, sat. 
in~ctive and uneasy in Hanover. · In the beginning of· 
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'58 Pitt sent a small English Squadron under Admiral 
Holmes up the river Ems to Emden, to create a further 
panic ·in Richelieu's left rear. To Frederick himself he 
sent a welcome subsidy of £6oo,ooo, and paid the same 
Iour years in succession. 1 Cumberland was at once 

• disgraced for Klosterseven, and the Command-in-Chief 
given to Ligonier, an excellent old soldier of Hugueoot 
descent, who had distinguished himself in Flanders 
against Saxe. The Navy and the war-budget were 
placed on a gigantic footing, though the dockyards 
could never turn out ships fast enough to satisfy the 
imperious Minister. 

In America the turn of the tide was coming. The 
English commander, Lord Loudoun, had failed in '57 
to execute an attack which he had planned on Louisburg, 
and the great French General, Montcalm, had been 
able to push his outposts to the Southern end of the 
Little Lakes and had taken Fort William Henry; his 
Indian allies had, without his sanction, massacred the 
British who evacuated that fort. But it was a French 
offensive for the last time. Pitt grasped the importance 
of conciliating the Colonists, who had been disgusted 
with the overbearing manners as well as the incompe
tence of British officers, while these had rightly com~ 
plained of the stinginess and frauds of the Provincial 
Legislatures and contractors. Pitt resolved to pay for 
everything from home, except the mere wages of the 
Colonial troops, and the result was that he was able to 

1 Frederick could do more with a shilling than the Austrians 
could with a pound. His finances were simple; he never bor
rowed, and levied few taxes, but the Prussian Crown owned and 
carefully cultivated huge tracts of land. The rents and profits of 
these were stored in strongboxes in the royal cellars year after 

·year as a reserve against war time. 
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raise twenty thousand of these. An.d no reinforcements 
were to be allowed to escape from French harbours if 
he could help it'. In February, '58, Admirals Osborne . 
and Saunders beat the Toulon Fleet off Carthagena. In 
the same month Boscawen, with twenty sail, escorted 
Amhefst with a large British force to the siege of Louis
burg, and in April Hawke chased a detachment of the 
Brest Fleet into Rochefort and sealed the entry of 
that port. 

To understand the American business of '58, '59, '6o 
we must look at the map and remember that we are 
now at ·last on the offensive. Our right is first to 
tackle Louisb1:1rg, and then, if possible in the same 
year, Quebec ; our left is to creep round by various 
routes to Fort Duquesne,· and then on to the Great 
Lakes ; our centre .is to force-hardest task of all- . 
the valley of the Little Lakes; and the three columns, 
if .all victorious, will converge on Montreal. That ·this 
was accomplished in three campaigns is a marvellous 
tribute to the fighting and enduring qualities of the 
British soldier, to the skilful organization of the great 
General Amherst, to the watchfulness· and resource of 
the Admirals who kept the high-road from Britain open 
and safe, and to the genius of William Pitt, who 
planned the whole in ·London. The French defence, 
was as able and as valiant as anything in French 
history, but before the end of '58 Canada knew that 
she must rely on herself alone. Lbuis could spare 
her rio reiz;tforcements, even if they could have got 
through, and one large convoy of stores (very early in 
'59) was all he managed to send. 

Jlqsf.a\V:eP::.~~y~gkJMted eleven weeks, and young 
• Brigadier Wolfe was gnawing his sword-hilt with im-
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patience. Louisburg had ample time to entrench itself 
to the teeth. The landing, on an open beach in an 
Atlantic surf under a murderous fire from six French 
ships and the guns of the fortress, was a terrible task. 
The defence of the Citadel was protracted till the end 
of July, and, when it fell, Wolfe urged Amherst t~ start 
at once against Quebec. But the wise strategist decided 
rather to reinforce our centre, where General Abercromby 
had. just experienced a fearful repulse and slaughter at 
the hands of Montcalm, before the fort of Ticonderoga 
(July roth). On our left, however, Bradstreet had 
pushed through the wilderness to the Great Lakes, had 
captured Fort Frontenac, and was building a fleet of 
small boats on Lake Ontario; while a detachment of 
Highlanders and Colonials under Forbes had· seized 
the dreaded Fort Duquesne. Among the new soldiers 
sent out had been Lord Howe, who was killed at 
Ticonderoga; to him is due the credit of having taken 
lessons from the enemy and the Indians in the art of 
forest warfare; he stripped his men of their ridiculous 
tight coats, and filled their knapsacks with food instead 
of pipeclay and clothes-brushes. Bradstreet, Forbes, 
Monckton, Murray and many others were quick to 
learn and enforce the same lesson, and so matters 
looked hopeful for the coming year. 

In the European theatre of the war the profit and 
loss were about equal. If Frederick beat a large 
Russian Army at Zorndorff, he was badly beaten by 
the Austrians at Hochkirch ; yet ever the indomitable 
man stood somewhere as near as possible to his centre, 
facing now this way, now that, as the blows were aimed 
at him from East, South or North. Ferdinand guarded 
him well on the West, drove the French out of Hanover;· • 



. . . . ·. . 

BRITAIN STILL }N- DA~GE~, ±js8:. ~?9 

-o~t. of. Westphalia, ~ver Rhine, and won; a gn~at_. battle 
on the left 'bank of that river -at Crefeld. · _On getting; 
.the news of· this, Pitt, who had promised Ferdinand 

- twb thousand: British tfoop~, sent· him· six:_ thousand, ·_ 
and ~ok .qis whole Army into British pay. ·He. also 

· kept the F\ench coast§ in ·continual .alarni by descents,-
.. . ' ' . 

either exeGuted or threatened, at St. Malo, Cherbourg, 
. ,Havre and':'4g~in st:_Malo. None of these raids,· one of . 
. which \v:as ::beat~rt back' with heavy loss, effected any-
-thing-perrhahent, J:mt, as a whol~, theywrought dreadful 

' . .. : . . . ~. .'· _. ~ .:- . . . 

:·havoc on ·.French docks and shipping, and almost wholly 
·paralysed France's left hand .. Old Lord Anson himself 
.<tctually took. command of a Squadron and went and 
·dared_· tlie Brest Fleet to· come out and fig?t . him·. In:. 

·:·\Vest Africa': waters, Senegal and G()ree,_ two importiuit 
French ·~lave-trade stations, were taken by English 
ships. ·:f~;:"'the West Indies o~r first bigexpedition was 

. beaten 'of( at Martinique·, but seized the hardly l~ss. 
· importimt ·Guadeloupe ; the mere· commerce-protection . 
·we had to _do in those_ wafers occupied twelve ships of 
the-line -and twenty frigates. lt:l~lndia,,Cli:v:e:had_t'!Jrned . ' ·- .. ,,.,....,....._. __ ....... ~~~~,..:c-:~......... . . 

. the tide oh;lef~at;~with-,.the.,.gr§!.<i:k'Ylf!2f¥~?]~;g!,~y;,_jhe · 
ye<;ls~~~J.gr~~;·=:·~ . 

N e~~g~,.,,w;:ts •. alreagy ""'~~~Y.,¥rmg,.,in-..t~~"'~~P.~~L !lis 
ten:ible;;;GeJleague-; he wanted to sue for peace, desert .... .,.. .... ,....,y_.~~ . .-~ '·. ;: 

,; Frederick and offer Louisburg back in exchange for 
Minorca! · In this attitude he was occasionally backed 
up by ·British merchants, for in a maritime war the 
Nation w~th the larger commerce generally suffers the 
heavier commercial loss, and the French were past 
masters in the art of privateering. The fear of invasion 
was ·never absent from the Duke's narrow mind, nor 

·was 'it a· wholly unreasonable fe_ar. The French War: 
VOL. III 
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Minister, ·Belleisle, and the Chief Minister, Choiseul, 
kept that threat ever alive, and the more they were 
beaten in America and India the more they recurred 
to it. Although by the end of '58 France had not 
one-third of our number of warships afloat, yet .a big 
storm or a small victory might easily give her control 
of the Channel for ten days ; she contemplated no 
lasting occupation .of Britain, but only a great raid, 
which would paralyse us at the heart by shattering 
our credit. She hoped, too, to use the Neutral Fleets
Swedes, Spaniards, Dutch-for this purpose ; these 
Nations were already very cross with us for the way 
in which we searched their ships. Neutrals always 
suffer commercial loss, if, like the Dutch, they insist on 

·carrying' contraband of war' and on running blockad~s. 
But, in spite of these fears, Pitt had already fired King 
George with the prospect of conquering all Canada; 
and George was able at least to see how well he was 
protecting Hanover. As for invasion, Pitt boldly
perhaps too boldly-took the risk year after year, and 
the results justified him. Moreover he took care that 
Hawke's great Plymouth Fleet should never be far .. 
away. 1 

For _the ye?-r, '59 our greatest objective was the 
rock fortress of Quebec, the key of the SJ. Lawrence. 
Twenty-two of the line under Admiral Saunders and 
Admiral Holmes, the bravest of the brave, had made 
rendezvous at Louisburg the year before. James Wolfe, 
cetat. thirty-two, was in command of the troops, 8,500 
strong, with Monckton, Townshend and Murray as his 
Brigadiers. One of the pilots of the Fleet was a master 

1 Indeed the truest defence was to keep Hawke outside the 
Frenchman's own front door at Brest. 
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mariner, once a draper's apprentice, and th~~-name of 
him was James Cook. The French removed all buoys 
and marks from the fairway. of their great river, 
which narrows from eighty miles at its mouth to one. 
mile ~pposite Quebec, four hundred miles up-str~am ; 
but James Cook and his kind, sounding-lead in hand and 
eyes ever on the V of the tide-way, found it 'not a bit 
worse than the Thames.' What Montcalm had never 
contemplated was that Holmes would drive his ships, 
not only up to, but past the Narrows, right under the 
guns of Quebec: and up to Cap Rouge eight miles.above 
the city. He tried fireships, but the English Jacks went 
to meet them and towed them ashore with roars of 
laughter. ' Well, let Holmes raid to Montreal if he 
like.s; that won't take the rock of Quebec' ; so argued 
the Marquis .Montcalm; he had indeed more reason to 
fear Amherst than Wolfe, and had to send a de-

·tachment under Levis to strengthen the garrison of 
Montreal. As Amherst advanced from our centre up 
the Little Lakes, the French commander, Bourlamaque, 
successively evacuated_ Ticonderoga and Crownpoint, 
and fell back to the fortress of Noix at the North end 
of Lake Champlain. Further he could not at present 
be driven, and Montcalm knew the value of Fabian 
strategy. Few as his troops were, perhaps 4,000 French 
regulars and twice as many useful Canadian militia, 
he held the whole Northern shore of the St. Lawrence 
down to the river Montmorency, seven· miles below 
Quebec. Wolfe entrenched himself below that river 
on the same bank, and also occupied the whole Southern 
shore and a great island. His guns were able to do 
some, but not much damage to the Citadel, and to wreck 
the lower town ; and Holmes, sailing up and down and • 
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threatening landings above the city, kept the French 
troops, both at Quebec and Cap Rouge, continually 
' on the trot,' wearitd them and often cut off their sup
plies. But every attack on Montcalm's main position 
just below Quebec was simply so much waste of English 

• life; the French were entrenched to the teeth. Before 
August was out Wolfe was dying of fever, and his Army, 
one battalion of which had suffered murder in a frontal 
attack on. July 31st, was wasting by his side. Early 
in September the three Brigadiers and the two Admirals 
took the almost desperate decision to attempt a 
surprise landing above the city. Wolfe, too ill to 
attend the council, cordially agreed, and, having agreed, 
rallied for one more week of glorious life. Saunders 
with the main Fleet was to wait below, and on the 
12th make a strong feint on Montcalm's main position; 
Holmes was to ferry s,ooo carefully concealed troops 
from the Southern shore to some point on the Northern. 
So in darkness and silence the English leaders slipped 
up. and down with the tide, looking for such a point, 
for several successive nights ; an?, after a long search, 
Wolfe fixed on the cove now called after his name, a --....-. ~- ·-- ...._., ..................... 

landing-stage almost under the city walls, whence a 
goat~path. led ,up for two hundred feet to the plateau 
called the ' Plains of _Abraham.' Even Holmes, to 
whom fell the task of the actual landing, and all the 
Brigadiers declared it to be an impossible place, but 
no other could be found. Wolfe took the full responsi
bility, and was loyally obeyed:-

Tov o' ;KA:u£ jJ-7)T[€Ta Z£lk 
~oA£p.ov T€ p.axTJv T€ 

f:l.wKf, aoov o' avtv£V!T£ p.dX7J'> (~ 0.~ovlw·0at. 1 

1 Il. xvi. 249· 
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The men could only scramble up by catching at ~he 
bushes and in single file; but an hour a£ter dawn on 
the I3th, 4,500 British soldiers and one light gun stood 
on a level plain within a mile of the .walls of·. Quebec. 
Montcalm, who had thrown his main strength to oppose . . 

the feint of Saunders, now made his one . and gallant 
and ·fatal mistake ; .. barely 5,ooo .strong he rushed to 
the attack, and within an hour was carried into his city 
desperately wounded from a lost battle.· The' action 
was short and sharp : the two most effective . volleys 
ever delivered-'-at thirty-five yards !-shivered the lead
ing French lines, and claymore and bayonet did the rest. 
Wolfe, as we all learned in our nurseries, was hit early, 
.but lived long enough to learn that' they run.' Monckton 
was severely wounded, but our 'whole loss was not over ~ 
8oo men. 

Even: so Quebec ne_ed not have surrendered. Had 
Montcalm lived, and had Vaudreuil not marched away 
his main force. in a panic for. the· defence of Montreal, 
it would not have done so.. And if it had held out, 
the British position would have been pretty desperate. 
There were troops at Cap Rouge, not eight miles away, 
who could easily have helped to enclose us between 

. two fires. But Ramsay, who was left in Quebec, made 
little attempt to defend it; the Canadian militia 
streamed away after VaudreuiC and on tht=; I8th the 
white flag was run up on the Citadel. 

'Wolfe was mad,' says your modern' humanitarian'; 
'a brl1tal, boastful ·savage, reckless of his own and his 
men's lives, who attempteq the impossibl~ and blu'ndered 
into a triumph.' That was not what his contemporaries 
thought of him ; it used to be lovingly told in his Army 

·how, as they stole down in the boats to the gallant feat, 
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he repeated, to keep his tingling nerves quiet, the whole 
of Gray's ' Elegy in a Country Churchyard,' and said 
he would rather have written that poem than take 
Quebec. And even George II., not famous either for 
tenderness or humour, said, " Mad, is he ? Then I wish 
he would bite some of my other generals." • 

Perhaps the crisis was yet to come. The dramatic 
scene of Wolfe's victory and death has eclipsed the story 
of the splendid defence of our new conquest by Murray. 
For Amherst could not get through those last few miles 
from the South; Montreal blocked all relief from the 
West; and our Fleet had to sail away in October before 
the ice should come. The remnants of Wolfe's Army 
were gathered into a half-burned, half-breached town; 
and the gods of a Canadian winter laugh at the puny 
efforts of entrenching-tools. Supplies were very short, 
and medical comforts and warm clothing there were 
none. By March Murray had not 2,500 men fit for 
duty-the rest were down with frostbite and scurvy. 
In April, Levis, from the yet unshaken base of Montreal, 
attacked Quebec vigorously, and Murray's splendid 
sally was beaten off with heavy loss. He was at his last 
gasp when, on May gth, 1760, a British frigate forced 
its way through the loosening pack-ice with the news 
of speedy relief, and Levis marched sullenly away. Even 
in that dreadful winter of suffering the first links of 
affection between Catholic Canada and Protestant 
England had been forged by the tender care with which 
the dear French nuns of Quebec nursed our sick men. 

As the peril of Canada became acute all through '59, 
the French Government turned more keenly than ever 
to the war in Germany and to fresh plans of invasion. 
Ferdinand, soon after his victory at Crefeld, had been 
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obliged to retire over Rhine again, and, until August, '59, 
·he remained on the defensive, much overmatched in 
numbers, in Westphalia. ·Ferdinand was a man who 
could make one army do the work of two ; and in August. 
the splendid courage .of six British Infantry regiments, 
espe~ially the Twelfth and the Twentieth, and the ~d7 
mirable handling of the British Artillery, gave him the 
great victory ·of Minden. Lord George Sa:ckville, .how
ever, refused 'to use. the British Cavalry, a5 h; was 
repeatedly ordered to do ; why some. one didn't shoot 
him dead on the field I have never been able to make . 
out, but he was court-martialled and dismissed the 
Service when he got home. But not even· Minden could 
save Frederick from a .fearful reverse at the hands· of 
Austrians and. Russians at Kunersdorf, and, before the· 
year was out; Prussia had lost 12,ooo· more men at 

· Max en. During· the last months of '59 and the first 
half of '6o, it looked as if Frederick and his Army must 
be annihilated. 

But thes~ victories of her Allies profited ruined ,and 
exhausted France but little; unless she could strike 
at the heart of England, and that quickly, she had better 
make peace. Once more, therefore, she · roused herself 
for a grand combination of her Brest and Toulon Fleets, 
and got ready a large number of troopships at Rochefo_rt. · 
Admiral de la Clue got out ?f Toulon and even out of 

· the Straits, but Boscawen caught him before he had got 
very far and smashed him to pieces off· Lagos. • Captain 
Duff sat doggedly outside Rochefort, and Hawke ranged 
to and fro, according to the weather, between Plymouth 
and Belleisle, with an eye ever on Brest. At last, on 
November 14th,. in a_ lull between two gales, Admiral · 
Conflans cleared Brest harbour, and flew to drive off 

·' 
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Duff and release the Rochefort transports. After 
him flew Hawke from the Devon coast. After Hawke 
flew Saunders, who on his way back from Quebec had 
heard the great news off Scilly. Hawke was not only 
the greatest of living Admirals, but, so far as personal 
feelings went, he was a desperate man. .All the t,runt 
of the Channel defence throughout the war had fallen 
to his lot, all the weary blockade-routine, and the winter 
gales which drove him back to Plymouth month after 
month, with leaking hulls and strained tackle, to be 
patched up in a week, and then back to Brest half healed 
to begin his watch again. At every tum fortune had 
robbed his patient tactics of all the glory due to them ; 
and he knew that Pitt strangely undervalued his zeal 
and skill. Now the chance of his life was come, and so 
he played a game that perhaps no one else would have 
dared to play, and hurled his Fleet upon Conflans at the 
entrance of Quiberon Bay on a dark night, in a winter 
gale, on a lee shore. Conflans never dreamed that any 
one would follow him in such weather upon such a 
coast, and indeed Hawke piled up two of his own 
vessels. But of Conflans' Fleet six were either taken, 
sunk or wrecked, and the remainder fled up the little 
river Vilaine on the top of an exceptionally high tide ; 
it might be months before they would be able to get 
out again. This was on November zoth; the Brest and 
Toulon Fleets were both as good as gone, and so ended 
the great year '59, the ' Year of Victories.' 

Throughout the winter Choiseul kept on attempting 
to induce Pitt to desert Frederick. Pitt answered by 
fresh and fresh reinforcements to Ferdinand's An~y. 
Ferdinand therefore, in 1760, was able not only to hold 
his own, though against nearly double his number, but 
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to detach troops to help Frederick, and once more, to 
strike, though only in a short raid, across the Rhine. 
At Warburg in Westphalia that gallant English soldier 
John Manners, Marquis of Granby, who had been robb.ed 
by Sackville of the glory which would have been his· . . . . 

at Minden, 'lea the British Cavalry ~!o a victory which 
contributed principally to Ferdinand's success; and in 
every succeeding engagement till the close of the war 
Granby's own regiment (the Blues) earned immortal 
honour. Frederick, for his part, made headway again, 
and, tl:~ough very hard up' both · for men and money, 
beat Austrians and Russians at Liegnitz in Silesia, and 
Austrians again at Torgau in Saxony. In the East 
Indies it was al;;o a great year; the year of the apt<TTEI:a 

. of Admiral Pocock at sea and Sir Eyre Coote on land, 

.of the battle 'of Wandewash and (January, IJ6r) ''of the 
fall of Pondicherry. Pitt would fain have struck at the 
Fren~h East Indian ·base, the ·Mauritius, but was obliged . 
to employ the expedition he had designed for that 
purpose nearer home. And in America the end came. 
Amherst, with admirable prudence, left the direct advance 
from our cent~e to Brigadier Haviland, who finally took 
the position at Noix, while with his own forces he felt 
round to the left till he got in touch with Bradstreet on 
the Great Lakes ; then the two of them began to nego
tiate successfully the descent of the St. Lawrence, rapids 
and all, towards Montreal. Bourlamaque and Bougain
vill.e resisted Haviland's and Amherst's advancing 
columns with great tenacity, but were overpowered in 
every action. Murray with his war~worn remnant 
marched out of Quebec towards his colleagues, and, 
early in September, the three columns converged under 
the walls of Montreal. Vaudreuil, with barely 3,ooo to 
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oppose to sixfold. that number, felt that .enough had 
been done for honour, and capitulated for the whole 
of New France on September 8th, r76o. To Amherst 
his due, which no one until Mr. Fortescue has really 
given him ; the conquest of Canada was his work ; and 
the difficulties of transport, of commissariat, ol con
ciliation, must indeed have been overwhelming. Yet 
without a few Wolves even this excellent organizer of 
victory might have failed. Six weeks after the fall of 
Montreal died King George II., cetat. 77· 

Other people were dying too; in January '6r died the 
gallant French War Minister, Belleisle, heart and soul 
of all invasion-plans, who had once been prisoner in 
England, and knew something about the fruits of govern
ment by Walpole, Pelham and Co. But even more im
portant for'Britain was the death in 1759 of the peaceable 
King Ferdinand VI. of Spain, for he was succeeded by 
his half-brother, Carlos III., a fine, rough, spirited 
character, who hated England bitterly, and who did 
something and tried to do more to revive the great 
traditions and the prosperity of his noble people. Now 
all sorts of nonsense has been written about the foresight 
of Pitt and the blindness of his colleagues in regard to 
the certain attitude of this new king. Any one could 
foresee that it needed little to impel Spain, already 
growling at our treatment of her neutral ships, to take 
serious thought for her·own American possessions in full 
view of a Britain drunk with glory and self-confidence; a 
man who doesn't look out his hose-pipe when his neigh
bour's house is ablaze is a fool. The point on which Pitt 
differed from all his colleagues, except Lord Temple, 
as well as from the new King and the new favourite, 
John, Earl of Bute, was in wishing to spring upon Spain • 
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before he could prove that any Treaty had ?een signed 
between her and France, and even without dechration · 
of war. · Here he had even Lord Granville against him! 
and here his imperious temper and reckless language 

. . 
in the Cabinet gave away his own cause.· . · . . . 

At first he merely took the very sensible step of 
diverting his expedition designed against Mauritius to 
the seizure of the island of Belleisle, off the West coast ~f 
France. It might prove a most convenient exchange for 
Minorca, or might eyen be fortified into a new Minor~a 
to bridle Brest. Its capture was one of the splendid 
feats of the war, for it is a natural rock fortress, and 
art had made it even stronger ; Keppel, Lambart and 
Craufurd were the heroes of the siege, June, r76r. In 
that same month Dominica, West Indies, was seized 
by Lord Rollo, and preparations for a fresh attack on 
Martinique began. But Choiseul had been for some 
months suggesting a peace conference, and he now began 
to slide in suggestions about the 'mediation of the King 
of Spain ' ; next, even after these fresh losses, he began 
to speak of the ' grievances of the King of Spai.n.' 
From ·this time (say July), no one doubted that the two 
Bourbon Powers were acting in concert in some shape or 
other. But Choiseul, astutest of diplomatists, knew S01lle
thing of what naturalists would call the 'life-history' 
of English Ministries, and .of the pendulum of English 
opinion. No doubt he was also well informed of the 
temper of the new Court of England; knew, for instance, 
that Newcastle went whispering about th~ 'fea~ of ex
citing all Powers against Britain' and about 'no country 
being able to stand such expenditure much longer ' ; 1 

1 There were then zoo,ooo soldiers in British pay if you 
count the German Auxiliaries with Ferdinand, 
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that the Duke of Bedford and Lord Bute, originally 
Pitt's friends, were 'shocked' at his colossal notions 
of British greatness-it was so easy to shock an 
Eighteenth Century Peer-and that they were justly 
alienated by his overbearing and theatrical manne~. 

A ' Family Compact,' closer than any previous Treaty, 
and a Special Convention for immediate use were signed 
in deep secrecy between Spain and France on August rsth. 
Spain would declare war on England on May rst, '62, if 
Engl~nd had not maqe peace earlier. Now Pitt knew 
nothing of the details or of the dates of this Treaty; in 
fact, there is no evidence that he knew anything which 

· his colleagues di9. not know. But in September .inter
cepted despatches clearly revealed that Spain was 
r~ally only waiting to strike till her Plate Fleet, due in 
October or November, should get to Cadiz, and till her 
West Indies could be decently warned and reinforced. 
And, though Anson, Granville and Ligonier were against 
him, I think Pitt was right in wishing to strike at once, 
not in order to capture the stupid Plate ships, but to 
precipitate a Peace by bringing Spain at once to her 
knees. But he. was wrong in making no attempt to 
manage his colleagues, who were quite willing to make 
preparations for the inevitable Spanish war; he allowed 
his inordinate pride to get the better of his patriotism, 
and resigned his office on October 6th. 

His last plans, however, had been so well and truly 
laid that Martinique, which proved almost as tough a 
job as Belleisle, fell to Rodney at the opening of 1762, 
and then Grenada, Tobago, St. Lucia and Marie Galante. 
Spain, having got her pieces of eight safe home, laid, in 
December, 1761, an embargo on British ships, and war 
was declared in the first days of the new year. Spain 
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meant, arrtong other things, Jo hammer our· 'old: -and 
faithful ally, Portugal, _into submission at once, ~nd S(j . 

to close the harbour cif Lisbon to. us. France \vould. 
' .... -. 

then <?verwhelni Ferdinand-r76r had been a bad year 
for him till July, when he woh ·a battle at Vellinghausen,. 
since• which time. he had -been again on the def~nsive 
between two French A1mies each larger thari ·his own-:-:
and surely some 9ne could be found in Eastern Europe 
capable of dealing the coap de grace at, that. man 

· Frederick. . Finally;·up.ishould spring the Neutral Navies. 
upon the same side, and 't~en .l~t the Sea-Qu_eeh~·look. 
to her crown ! A Squ-adron of seven sail actually: broke 
blockade again at Brest before the end _of 1761, and was 
off to the West Indies to c.ombine with th~. Spaniards 
for ap attack ·on Jamaica ... 
. ·But oh, perverse fate of the gallant French sailors.! 

They arrived to_ fine}" Martinique in· Rod~ey's hands, . 
to learn thitt, on news of. their appmach, Rodney had 
flown, with'out :orders,· to the rescue of Jamaica, and 
that their-- junction w~th the Spaniards was impcissibl~. 
And oh, perverse fate _of _their. Austriap. allies ! -On 
January sth, I762, died Fred~rick?s pitter foe; the Czarina 
Elizabeth of Russia; her successor,. Peter III., was 
Frederick's .warmest friend; one day the whole Russian 
Army was threatening Frederick's very existence, the 
next day it was under his command. As for Ferdinand; 
odds of two to one seemed to make little impression on 
him; one knows not which to admire most, the man's 
skilful strategy, his unfa!ling patience and tact, or the 
splendid valour which he inspired into his soldiers on 
every day of action. Meanwhile, in April, Anson sent 
Admiral Pocock with .a powerful Fleet and large Army 
against Havana, the virgin capital of Cuba, the richest 
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city in the New World; and from Madras another force 
was sent to the Philippine Islands, to reduce Manila, 
the great Spanish mart in the the Far East; these were 
Anson's last tasks, and he died a few days before the 
siege of Havana began. Pitt's successors were wooden-

• minded Secretaries, Bute, Egremont, George Grenville, 
but they had only to take his plans out of a drawer, 
and so they readily made use of them. They did their 
best, however, to spoil one of tpem, for they let Cumber
land (who now ominously reappeared and ' advised ' 
his nephew George III.) nominate to the command of 
the troops for Havana an Earl of Albemarle after his 
own heart. And so, when Pocock had felt his way with 
astonishing. skill and audacity along the uncharted 
channel between the Bahamas and the North shore of 
Cuba, where no ship-of-war had ever sailed before (a 
biscuit-toss between reef and reef in some places), and 
had thereby taken the city of Havana by utter surprise, 
this worthy soldier refused all attempts to storm, though 
the rotten old walls were not guarded by three thousand 
men, and sat down to ' open the trenches ' to slow music 
in a July sun, and in exactly the wrong place. The 
Spaniard Velasco made a defence worthy of the greatest 
day sof his Nation, and Albemarle gave him plenty· of 
time to strengthen himself. The waste of English life 
was awful, and not till August r4th did the ·city yield. 
Velasco died of his wounds received in the last breach. 
The booty was enormous, and included twelve fine 
Spanish ships in the inner harbour. In October, on the 
other side of the world, Manila fell also ; while the 
Spanish attempt on Portugal, which had seemed certain 
of success, had collapsed five months before, because 
six thousand British troops, with a good German Count 
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of Lippe-Biickel5urg as commander, had stiffened the 
Portuguese Army, and three English ships, which were 
all Admiral Saunders could spare from. blockade .of· .the· 
Straits, had sufficed to frighten the Spaniards away 
from Lisbon. . 

As the story draws to a -close, it is humorous to see 
that Newcastle was soon intriguing against Bute as 
eagerly as he had intrigued against Pitt.· _Bute, at 
l~ast, knew what he meant-peace at any price ; and 
he withdrew in the spring of '62 the aimual subsidy 
from Frederick. Newcastle, who 4aci shivered at the 
idea of paying it, shivered at the audacity of withdrawing 
it. To his intense astonishment, Bute coolly dismissed 
him, and got himself made First Lord of' the ·Treasu~y .. 
He called in Fox to be Leader of the Commons, and to 
bribe t~at ~ody int() accepting any ~erms of peace. it 
might please him to ·suggest .. He wanted ~o d,eser:t 
Frederick and Ferdinand in. some stdking·. manner, . 
regardless of the· ~act that it was the latter:'s victory 
at Willemsthal in June that led Choiseul to consider 
seriously the granting of peace. 

For now it was the victor who sued and the thrice 
vanquished who granted terms. Frederick's Russian 
friendship did not outlive his Russian friend, who, 
after six months' reign, was murdered by his wife, 
Katharine, in July. That lady became Katharine· II., 
and recalled her troops from the Prussian Army; but they 
stayed just long enough to enable Frederick to make 
good~ hi.s footing in Silesia once more ; for him, too, 
peace was not far off. Ferdinand ended up in October 
with a last victory at Cassel,· in which Granby played a 
distinguished part. As soon as Bute heard of the fall of 

· Havana he proposed to France and Spain to restore it 
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to the latter, if Spain would give England the barren 
swamp of Florida instead ; and on these terms the 
preliminaries were signed in November, the news from 
Manila coming too late to affect them. The final Peace 
dates from February roth, r763. By it France ceded 
to the British Crown all Canada, the Eastern h~lf of 
Louisiana, the Islands of St. Vincent, Tobago and 
Grenada, the fort of Senegal in West Africa; she also 
restored Minorca, not to Spain but to Great Britain ; 
but she recovered her really important West Indies, 
Martinique, Guadeloupe and Marie Galante, while the 
other West Indian islands, which we had taken, again 
became neutral : she recovered Belleisle ; she received, 
as fishing stations, two little Islands of St. Pierre and 
Miquelon off the coast of Newfoundland; she dismantled 
the fortifications of Dunkirk; and, though she recovered 
from us her three principal East Indian stations, she 
promised never to fortify them again. To Spain she 
ceded the other (Western) half of Louisiana ; and Spain, 
who recovered Havana and Manila, ceded to us merely 
Florida. 

So the whole coast of North America from the Pole 
to the mouth of the Mississippi became British. And, 
in spite of the scuttle with which it had been purchased, 
and the low political views of the neg~tiator, this Peace 
of Paris was, like that of Utrecht, a ' great Treaty' ; 
the greatest statesman of the period, Lord Granville, 
said so with his dying breath, and even quoted Homer 
to show his right to be interested in it. If Pitt denounced 
it, and even appealed against it, with some show of 
fairness, to popular passion, it was mainly because he 
could cry that we were deserting Frederick, which 
to some extent was true, though not as true as· 
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Fr~derick ·declared it to be. To Englishmen Frederick 
_ was. ~ore than~ ever the 'Protestant hero,' an,d in ·that 
cap~City stiH swings, ~isible to all men,· over many 

· ~-ri ~.;English public-house.1 On similar signs swings, at 
· Do'fking ·and ·el_sewhere, ' the Marquis· of Granby.' 

. .. . . . . . 

As -for Ferdi~and, ' tl).e men that fought at Minden ' 
·showed thy same mutinous unwillingness to leave his 
Army ·as the men that fought at Malplacjuet liad shown 

. to :jeave Eugene's. .John, Earl of Bute, o.n the other: 
hand, .dared hardly appear in the streets; the mob 

. rejoiced to consume, in one bonfire with a Jack Boot, 
·a lady's petticoat, in allusion to the fact that the han.d
some Scot was supposed to be .too fond of George IlL's 
amiable mother. All this was a bad ofnen for the new 
reign. The epitaph on· the old one was .spoken seven· 
years later by Edmund Burke. 2 

One of the half-forgotten lessons of the war is 'never 
despise the French Navy.' 3 At the Peace England had 

'. 
1 Perhaps this is a recollection of childhood ; recently I have 

noticed that the sign of the 'King of Prussia' usually resembles 
· the late Emperor William I. ' 

2 ''George II. carried the glory, the power, the commerce of 
England to an height unknown even to this renowned Nation in 
the times of its greatest prosperity; and he left his succession 
(esting on the true and only foundation of all national and all 
regal greatness ; a:lifection at home, reputation abroad, trust in 
Ailies, terror in rival Nations. The most ardent lover of his 
country cannot wish for Great Britain an happier fate than 
to continue, as she was then left."-BuRKE, 'Thoughts on the 
Present Discontents.'· 

3 "We may laugh at 'em," said my Father, "and call 'em 
Johnny Crapow.s, but they are a right brave nation, if they 
ar'n't good seamen ; but that I reckons the fault of their lingo, 
for it's too noisy to carry on duty well with, and so they never 
will be sailors till they larn English,"-CA,l>TAIN MARRYAT'S 
• Poor Jack,' p. 31. 
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at least no great ships in full commission and m 
perfect fighting trim, such a Navy as the world had 
never seen. But France, with not half that number, 
and seldom during the whole war with much above 
half the existing English number, had never entirely 

• relaxed her efforts : ' She kept the command of the 
sea in dispute till the very end.' When she made 
peace her great Minister Choiseul industriously set to 
work to increase her naval strength; while the Sea
Queen hung up her crown in Westminster Abbey and 
went to sleep again, or allowed dirty political party 
squabbles to fritter away her strength. 



CHAPTER . VII 

'AN END OF AN -AULD SANG' 

(SCOTLAND, 1666-1745) 

THE return of King Charles was . welcomed ~y all Scots
men, except a few fanatics, with universal joy. Yet 
the Protectorate had had its merits; if it had enforced 
upon Stotland·a sham Parliamentary Union, it had given 
her free trade with England, and, in the teeth; of the 

. shrieking Covenanters, it had silenced the Assembly of 
the Kirk and insisted on the ' deadly and damnable sin 
of toleration.' 

Charles repealed the Union and restored the Scots 
Parliament, but his English Parliament took away 
the free trade, and excluded Scots· from the benefit of 
the ·Navigation Act. The settlement of the religious 
question, which was the thorniest of all, satisfied very 
few ; and the result was that Scotland was miserable. 

· The faet is. that she had been miserable ever since r6o3. 
From r6o3 .to 1638 she had suffered all the evils of Home 
Rule in its worst form, and yet had been treated as a 
half alien ·Dependency ; then she had asserted herself 
by arms, and had been conquered at last only owing to 
her own fierce internal dissensions. · She had been cut 
off, sii:ice the Reformation, from her old civilizing inter-. 
course with · France, and Holland had only recently 

227 
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begun to take the place of France as the refuge in which 
exiles could imbibe new political ideas. 

Yet she had learned something from the Civil Wars. 
She could not help seeing that the Houses at West
minster were a very different ·thing from her own single 

0 

chamber of Parliament, ' in which they sat a' thegither, 
cheek by choul, and didna need to hae the same blethers 
twice ower again,' but which used, in spite of this ad
vantage, to delegate its powers to a Committee called 
the 'Lords of the Articles,' virtually nominated by the 
Crown. Moreover, she saw England getting richer and 
richer, and herself condemned to hopeless poverty for 
want of a market. And so, though the religious question 
loomed large to contemporaries, and has been allowed 
in history to overshadow· all others, we must remember 
that constitutional and commercial grievances loomed 
large too, and could never get a perfectly satisfactory 
settlement. I will return to them by and by, but 
meanwhile we had better follow the beaten track and 
discuss. the events that led to the so-called ' Killing 
times.' 

We must remember ab initio two things: (r) That the 
Kirk-reserving that naine for the Presbyterian Kirk 
alone-was divided in itself, into moderates or 'Reso
lutioners ' and fanatics or ' Protesters.' Both alike were 
strong Calvinists in doctrine, and clung to the 'West
minster Confession ' of 1647 ; but it was the latter alone 
who demanded the enforcement of the Covenant, upon 
pain of death, on every subject of King Charles. (2) 
That in r66o the Episcopalian Church of Charles I. had 
been reduced to a mere 'suffering remnant,' numerically 
not greater than the still more suffering Catholic Church. 

For the first two years, indeed, the Earl of Middleton, 
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once a Covenanter but subsequently a Royalist, who 
had commanded the cav~lty_ at Worcester . .fl.ght, did 
at~empt, in the teeth of Scottish sentiment, a restoration 
of Episcopacy pure and simple; but the real settlement 
dates from 1663, when I::tmderdale, a far more shrewd 

. •· 
statesr'fi.an, got the ear of the King and tried to bring 
about a fusion of the Episcopalian 're!Jlnant' with the 
Moderates of the- Kirk ; and; if we cry out upon the 
failure of the experiment, and regret that it .was begun 
two years too late, we must still admit that it was an 
honest attempt to find a.via media.' But the via 11tedia 

was vitiated by the political circumstances in which it 
was tried, and by those of the two years preceding it; it 
was Royalists who had to be restored and indemnified, 
and many Royalists had be~n' Episcopalians. • The 
bloody savagery of Argyll towards every Royalist and 
every personal enemy had gone hand in hand with the 
' rabbling' of Episcopalian clergy by the. Covenanting 
mob. Could Scotland-·-'"the last honie_ of the family. 
feud .in civilized· Europe-be expected to e~act no .. 
vengeance for these things ? I think. on the whole, 
the vengeance was very moderate, but it was unfortunate 
that the religious settlement· was mixed up in men's 
minds with the political and personal vengeance; they 
appeared to be part and parcel of the same thing, and 
the sufferers by the political vengeance were given the 
~ir of religious martyrs. Argyll, who had given Mont
rose no trial, got a fair trial and was beheaded. Johnstone 
of Warristoun and two ministers-one Guthrie, who 
was openly calling out, in his ' Causes of God's Wrath,' 
for civil war-were hanged. The Scots Parliament 
repealed en bloc all civil and religious Acts passed since 
1639, passed a moderate Act of Supremacy, imp<;>sed 



230 THE KIRK QUESTION _ 

on all holders of office an oath of ' non-resistance,' and 
re-established an Episcopal Church. But it did not 
bum, as the English Parliament burned, the Covenant 
by the hands of the hangman, it did not impose Laud's 
or any other Prayer Book, and there was no difference 

• in doctrine or ritual between the 'Kirk' and this new 
'Church,' except that "the 'curates' or 'piskies,' as 
their opponents called the new ministers, got into the 
habit of using the Lord's Prayer and the Gloria Patri. 
All alike prayed and preached extempore in black gowns, 
administered the Sacrament to sitting communicants, 
held Kirk Sessions and Synods, and enforced morality 
(?) by making naughty people stand on the stool of 
repentance to be preached at .. 

What, then, was all the subsequent fuss about ? 
Not about ritual, not about doctrine, not even, I think, 
because the Church was now governed by fourteen 
Bishops ; but because the General Assembly of. the 
Kirk was taken away, and, with it, the power, which 
the Kirk had so fearfully abused, of excommunication. 
In other words, it was about Erastianism-the 'black 
Erastianism ' ; the State had imposed forms upon the 
Church. The Covenanters did not want toleration, they 
spumed it when it was hurled at them by three successive 
'Declarations of Indulgence ' ; they desired to tyrannize 
over men's souls (and bodies) with a tyranny compared 
to which Laud's had been a mild paternal chastisement 
It is perfectly clear that nothing short of supremacy 
over every department of State, over every act of family 
and individual life, would have satisfied those who now 
cried out against the new settlement. Now no reason
able Government could permit this ; and, when time 
~fter time their prophets rose in rebellion for this 
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cause, no Gov~rninent ·could have. ·refused to suppress 
them. ~ -~ .. J .1 ~- -~.- ~ 

So manifest did these things. become. that: in·spite 0£ 
the fact that the shaping of the Episcopal C!mrch fell 

l "'· -· 

into bad hands, in spite of the blunders arid. cruelty . ' ~ . ' ' 

of many who; had the task· of suppressing · revo}t~, .. 
cruelty sometiines involving flagrant .violations of civil 
liberty, the loyalty of five-si~ths of Scotland . to King 
Charles was never in the least shaken, and,)ts loyalty 
to King James VII. only ended when he began to in
troduce Popery with .a high hand. Nay more, a large 

. majority of the Nation had before r68g rallied to·.the· 
very moderat~ Episcopal Church. Thus it· was· a . · 
minority, and' mainly a political minority, which tri"' 
umphed _with ; the substitution of_ Presbyterianism. for
Episcopacy in 'r6go: And, as,.we ha:ve seen in England 
during· the str?ggle of r67g-8g, High Church and :tow 
Church. becom~ng 'Tory' and 'Whig,' so in' Scotland 
Whig and Tory ultimately became but names for Pres .. 
byterian-Hanoyerian and Episcopalian-Jacobite. The 
last· dying embers of the family feud came in· to aid this ; 
a Cameron or: a MacdonaJd, an Ogilvy or a Graham, 
was bound to be a Tory just because a Campbell, a 
Mackay; or a Dalrym]:Jle was sure to be a Whig. All 
that is changed now, but perhaps in the hearts of some 
of us the old sonifstill finds an echo·:- · 

To see gude corn upon the rigs, 
And a gallows built to hang the Whigs, 
And the Right restored where the Right should be, 
Oh! that is the thing that would wanton me. 

Alas ! there are no Whigs left to hang ; and, if ·there 
were, there are few Tories of c9nvictions strong enough. 
to pull at the tow; the Right has passed away unre:.. 
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'storable, ·and the green rigs of many a Scottish county 
are blackened slag-heaps or covered with roaring 

. furnaces . 
. But the shaping of the Church did fall into bad hands. 

Only one Bishop of Charles I.'s time ~urvived; th~rteen 
Sees and five-sixths of the manses had to be filled 
with moderate Presbyterians who accepted Episcopacy. 
James Sharp, minister of Crail, an astute man, had 
been sent to negotiate at Breda and London on behalf 
of the Kirk. Convinced (by whatever arguments) that 
the maintenance of the Kirk was hopeless, he returned 
to Scotland as Archbishop of St. Andrews. To the 
' godly ' he at once became a compound of Lucifer and 
Laud, of Judas and Strafford, to slay whom became the 
first duty of every champion of the broken Covenant. 
He wa:s, indeed, selfish, grasping and vulgar, and he 
cringed to the Royalist nobles, who despised him and told~ 
him so. Only one of the Restoration bishops, Robert 
Leighton, was specially famous for learning or piety, 
and oddly enough he was the son of that ferocious 
Alexander Leighton whom Laud had whipped for 
denouncing Bishops as '' knobs and wens of bunchy 
Popish flesh." Could Leighton have ruled at St. 
Andrews the subsequent history of Scotland might 
have been different ; and yet Leighton, after all, was· a 
Saint rather than a Statesman. 

At first some three hundred Covenanting ministers 
refused to conform to the new Establishment. This 
number was gradually reduced by successive Declara
tions of Indulgence to less than a hundred, and all who 
jna;Jrly refused were 'outed,' 1 and their lot was very hard . 

.1 Remembe.r tl,l<l{t ~ltl En$l~n<i j:wp ~JJ.pp~q.n<i :w~.r.!' ' .o:u:t~d ' in 
f.66'!-_. 
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Persecution of such there undoubtedly was, andby.;yery· .. ' 
rough hands, for they rebelled, and suppression of rebel- ·. 
lion easily develops into persecution. The 'Martyrs o(::. 
the Covenant,' who had, in the hour of their triumph_,·· · 
been zealous even unto slaying, though· their numbers . . . ' 

and sufferings have been hidicro.l!sly exaggerated by 
Whig tradition, are a real· fact, and one which we· 
can never sufficiently regret. But ·the persecution was 
never consistent. The main agents were the ·scottish 
Privy Council and Sharpe's ' Court of High Commission,'. 

· established in 1664 for the purp.ose of enforcing con
formity. The Privy Council wa~ constantly hampered 
by contradictory -instructions from London, and 
perhaps sometimes exceeded these instructions. Charles, 
much as he had hated the old Kirk, was all for toleration 
except in cases of rebellion: Cl~rehdon hated the whole · 
' nation of vermin,' as ·he· called the Scots, and other 
English Ministers were profoundly indifferent. The 
persecutors in the Council were the very men who, then 
and afterwards, were defending the' independence. of 
Scotland against Clarendon and his k~nd .. - Further, 
we must .not forget that every symptom of modera
tion, every grant of indulgence, was treated by the 
Covenanters (as such things always are treated by 
Radicals) as a confession of weakness ; that the Dutch 
were constantly' intriguing with the malContents, that 
they fomented the rising of 1666 and tried to foment 
another in 1672 ; that Holland swarmed with plotters 
and exiles from Scotland ; finally, that the Covenanters, 
when they had once taken up arms, established a perfect 
reign of terror, not only in Galloway but in all the five 
South-Western shires, in which district alone there was 
discontent. No curat~'s house or person was safe in 
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that remote country; and the 'prophets,' Welsh, 
Cargill, Peden, Cameron, constantly travelled about 
exciting the peasantry to the work of ' rabbling,' and 
denouncing the King and his Ministers by every evil 
name known to Old Testament history. 

The leading director of the Scottish Privy Co~ncil 
from 1663-78 was John Maitland, Earl, and soon Duke of 
Lauderdale, once the delegate of the Presbyterians in the 
Westminster Assembly. He had been the King's personal 
friend ever since '49, and, in 'so-'51, had saved him 
from many humiliations at the hands of Argyll. From 
Worcester till the Restoration he had been in prison; of 
coarse talk and immoral life, he was yet a finished scholar 
and linguist and a wit among the wits at Whitehall. If 
Sharp was an apostate, Laud~rdale was a mocking 
apostate, ' ready to take a cartload of oaths.' For 
Bishops as such he cared not a jot, and made them feel 
it. For Scotland he cared a good deal, and resisted 
stoutly all Anglicizing measures. Rivals he had in 
plenty, but till the day of his death, 1682, he retained 
the King's favour, though he took no part in affairs after 
'79· Just about the date of Lauderdale's retirement 
we meet other two whom Whig tradition has raised to 
a Satanic eminence, the accomplished scholar and lawyer 
Sir George Mackenzie of Rosehaugh, the founder of the 
Advocates' Library in Edinburgh, ' the bluidy advocate 
Mackenyie, who for his worldly wit and wisdom had 
been to the rest as a God'; and John Graham of Claver
house, of royal blood and also of kin to the great Marquis 
of Montrose. Claverhouse had fought under William of 
Orange and saved his life at Seneff; 1 he, too, was a man 

1 There has been a controversy over this fact ; certainly 
Claverhouse was in William's service at the time. 
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of . carnal learning; odious to the godly, who regretted 
that they could never prove him to be· addicted t<j> ~wine 
and women as most of the Tories were supposed •to be. 
Behind these leading figures come the lesser lights; 

' ' 
whom Scott, in the weirdest of all his tales, has gathered 

• round the infernal table-' the fierce. Middleton, . the 
dissolute Rothes . . . Dalyell with his bald head and a 
beard to his girdle ' (he had 'served in Russia and let 
his beard grow ever since Charles I.'s death) ... '' and 
wild Bonshaw that tied blessed Mr. Cargill's limbs till 
the blude sprung,' etc., etc. 

The Acts which made persecution law were of' course 
Acts of the Scottish Parliament : but we must rem~mber 
that the .Crown, through· the Lords of the ArtiCles, 
decided what Bills should and what should not. be 

• I 

. brought in and read, and also that from r67'3 to r6~r no 
Parliament met. The Act of r663 forbidding ' outed ' 
minister~ to hold ·'Conventicles,' re-ena~ted in r67oiwith 
the death penalty attached h~ it, is th~ mainsprirtg of 
the persecution. · Now a Conventicle, i.e. an assembly 
for public worship in some place o~her than a p~rish 

church, sounds a very harmless thing; but a Scottish 
Conventicle of the reign <:Jf Charles 1~ . . or James VII. 
came to mean an assembly of many hundreds of armed 
peasants, ·with their wives, . gathered from perhaps 
thirty or forty parishes, on some remote Galloway 

· moor, listening from sunrise to sunset to some Ephraim 
Macbriar or Habakkuk Mucklewrath, as he lifted 
up hands that had born fetters in testimony for. the 
broken Covenant, which had been the marriage garment 
of the Bride of Christ, and denounced as bloody Dbegs 
and Agags not only King and Council, but every 
Christian who did not rise in· rebellion against tqem~ 
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The listeners might, indeed, as Cuddie Headrigg did, 
' catch a gude fit o' the batts wi' sitting amang the 
wat moss-hags for four hours at a yoking'; but they 
caught flame in their hearts, and were ready for any 
deed of violence. It was such meetings as these which • inspired the first outbreak in the Glenkens in r666, 
when a band of insurgents occupied Dumfries, grew to 
the number of z,ooo before they got to Lanark, but 
were routed at Rullion Green by General Dalyell; 
thirty-five persons were executed, and many more im
prisoned in uncomfortable places like the Bass Rock. 

The Government answered on the one hand with a 
much stiffer Act of Supremacy over the Church, and 
on the other with the first Declaration of Indulgence, 
of which one hundred and twenty of the less extreme 
Covenanters took advantage. An ' indulged ' minister 
was not asked to be reordained, to own the lawfulness 
of Episcopacy, or even to renounce the Covenant; he 
was merely to allow the Bishop to admit him to 
his church, and to give security that he would pray 
for the King and hold his tongue on politics. The 
remnant who refused this naturally became fiercer 
than ever; ' Laodiceans,' ' Achitophels,' ' Esaus,' ' dumb 
dogs who bark not,' were the least words that the 
carnal compliers with the ' Black Indulgence ' got from 
the field preachers. Many of the Bishops, even the 
better ones, liked the Indulgence very little; it seemed 
an abandonment of principle, as indeed it was ; and, 
so hard is it for any Scot to be an Erastian, they 
liked the new Act of Supremacy even less. Lauderdale, 
with horrid glee, actually kicked out a remonstrating 
Archbishop of Glasgow and put Leighton in his place. 
Leighton went to the most Covenanting diocese in 
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Scotland and tried, in the true spirit of an Apostle, to 
evangelize it; but his health. broke down in the effort, 
and he retired to end his days in Sussex .. When he was 
gone, r675, the search. for Conventicles became 'more 
strin~ent. Soldiers were quartered on Galloway lairds, 
who, though seldom extreme Covenanter~, felt for their 
tenants with the kindly feeling of those days. In '77 
Lauderdale actually sent several thousand Highlanders 
into that district at free quarter, and it shows how· 
utterly contemptuous he was of the feelings of his 
opponents. No act of personal violence is proved 
against these amiable savages, but when they went 
home again early in '78, they naturally turned their 
hereditary skill in cattle-driving to its· best account. 
All that bad year there were two conflicting reign~ of 
terror in Galloway; and in May, '79, when the fanaJics 
at last, .after many attempts, 'got' the Archbishop of 
St. Andrews, the storm burst. 

The Covenanting standard, blue and red, with 'No 
quarter to the enemies of the Covenant' on it, was raised 
by Sharp's red-hand murderers at Ruthergien near 
Glasgow, and thousands rallied to it. Claverhouse, who 
was Conventicle-hunting in that region, got more than 
he bargained for, some two hundred of his men being 
put to flight at Drumclog. Glasgow fell, and Edinburgh. 
began to feel uncomfortable. Happily the insurgents 
spent so much time in quoting texts ·tor and against the 
lawfulness of religious·murder and other high points of 
Covenant theology, that the Government was able to 
get troops from England under the Duke of Monmouth. . . 

Still the insurgents were nearly three to one when they 
at last marched to meet Monmouth at Bothwell Brigg, 
between Glasgow and. Hamilton. They there threw 
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away an impregnably strong position, and . made no · 
fight at all ; most of their horse escaped, but their 
foot were cut down in hundreds in the pursuit. The 
vengeance of t~e Government even then was mild ; 
some seven were hanged and some 250 banishe.d or 
imprisoned. 

Richard Cameron-hence t'he ·title 'Cameronians,' 
applied to extreme Covenanters. down to the middle of 
the Eighteenth Century-and Donald Cargill kept the 
flame of resistance alight till they too were caught and 
killed; they had just published, at Queensferry and at 
Sanquhar, declarations excommunicating the King and 
the Duke of York and ' delivering them over to Satan.' 
But only one of Sharp's murderers could ever be 
caught ; and, immediately after Bothwell Brigg, Govern
ment published a fresh Declaration of Indulgence, 
allowing Nonconformists to preach in private houses 
provided they abstained from doing so in the fields. 

Let me suggest to the reader to keep in mind the 
contemporary thread of English politics-the year of 
Bothwell Brigg is the year of the first ' Exclusion Bill ' 
fuss, a fuss that brought with it the first two visits, 
r68o and r68r, of the Duke of York, now openly a 
Papist, to Scotland. It says much for the peacefulness 
and loyalty of the North (always excepting those 
terrible fellows in Galloway) that, when James' life 
was hardly safe in England, he could be so very 
well received, as he was, by all classes in Edinburgh. 
He held a Parliament in r68r, and perhaps the absurd 
Test Act that it passed was a compromise between 

• 
his wishes and those of loyal Protestant Episcopal 
Scotland. All persons holding civil office or ecclesi
astical preferment were to swear (a) that they held 
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• the confession of faith 'of :t56q ·(i,e .. of John Kpox)f : 
(b) that they >upheld> the;_royat ·~upr,emacy over' .the, 
Church (shade of John. Kp.~x !).~. (c) that.they renounc,:ed, 
the Covenant and the doctrine of resistance. This w'as 
re~ll~ much the rwo~st. thing .that' .th~ Scots· P~rlia~ 
ment did between r66o .and r68g. S<;i much did_ the·. 
l?est of· the Episcopal clergy dislike ·it that eighty·o~ 

them resigned their livings; and naturally it . did_ the 
Government rio go<?d wtth the ~ther side. 

Now steppe~ forward. the.· Earl of· Argyll, ;.sori of 
'Gillespie Gr:uniack'; as Lord Lome he had fought-by: 
Chades' side' a:t Worcester; he had ·been the friend ~.f 
Lauderdale and a persecutor of Covenanters.; and he 
now protested against the Test ; he wcnild take ' part of~. · 
it, not all.' Suddenly his enemies fell upon him'-~ the .. 
family feud blazed up again, and foolish James fa~rte& ·· 
it; rivers of ,blood lay be_tween the House of Campbell~:' 
and the Ho~ses of · Ogilvy and Graham .. ·Argyll was::·, 
indicted for treason, condemned' .on ludicrOlis evidence,:;' . 
and fled to Holland. King Ch~r~es did not ·approve of 
this, and would certainly have pardoned Argyll had· 
he not fled. · An abler man than Argyll was driven in· 
r683 into Dutch exile, Sir James Dalrymple of Stair; 
the great Whig lawyer, over whose family hung already 
the curse of the Br~de of Lammermoor and was to hang· 
the• curse of Glencoe.' And so on Dutch soil the seeds 
of resistance began to germinate ; in England it was • 
the year of the Rye House Plot. Plots were, in fact, 
in the air in both countries, and the Scots Privy Council· •. 
occasionally seized ~nd tortured-an agent/ among them.· 

1 Torture was still legal in Scotland and was occasionally used ; 
by both parties till I709, when an Act of the United Parliament . 
abolished it. 
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good Willia:n:t Carstairs, afterwards leader of the 
Moderate Presbyterians and Whig Principal of Edin
burgh University. When Renwick, a young 'Cameronian' 
minister lately come from Holland, posted up all over 
the West a declaration calling on GQd's people to rise 

• and slay the enemies of God, 'especially the bloody 
soldiers and viperous Bishops and curates,' the Council 
replied with a fierce edict, by which all who refused to 
abjure Renwick's declaration were to be shot at sight. 
It is then that the true 'killing times' begin, and that 
the cruelties attributed to Claverhouse did, or did not 
take place. That Claverhouse shot at sight rebels 
found with arms ·concealed in their homes, if they 
refused to tak~ the Test, is undoubted: the famous 
John Brown, shot before his wife's eyes, was such a 
rebel. There is a well-known story of two women being 
drowned at Wigton, which is possibly true, although 
grave doubts have been thrown upon it; two women 
had, however,· been hanged in Edinburgh in r68r. 
Even if the ' killing time ' be extended from Rullion 
Green to the Revolution (r666-8g), the total number 
of authenticated ' Martyrs ' does not exceed the number 
of J acobites executed by the English Government in 
the single year 1746. 

James visited Scotland again in r684, and, though 
good Queen Mary Beatrice was, no doubt, a welcome 
change as head of Edinburgh society from Lauderdale's 
wicked wife, the Tory Ministers who continued Lauder
dale's policy were not ~uch to boast of-the most 
notorious being James Drummond, Earl of Perth, who 
turned Papist to please his master. 

That fatal master became King as James VII. in 
February, r685, and his Scots Parliament was as loyal 
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as his English. But in the ~~rth, as. in the South,~ AT'I] 

haci blinded him. His loyal P?-rliament" passed· fresh 
laws ag~inst. · Conve~ticlers and those ~ho ha~boured 
th~m. :threate~illg: with death· all who 'rabbled~·· ~con
forming · ministers:, but ·refused to pass. any serious 
mea:ure foF.the. relief of. Catholics ; and on this and 
this alone the 'King's heart ~as set. . Argyll's ,risirig 
in ;r685 was little more than the last rumbling of the 
old Rye House Plot, several of the. agents of . which, 
as well as some. of Sharp's murderers, were among the 
poor three hundred who accompanied the Earl to 
Scotland; Argyll in. fa~t. was· no politician ; his previous 
life had been excessively· unstable, and he could not 
command even the. allegiance of all his .. own Campbells. 
Worse than this, he had refused all combination with 

• . I 

Monmouth, tho~gh both his and Monmouth's move-
ments were financed and equipped in Holland. ',He 
tried the Orkneys, whence warning was sent to the 
Government, then tried the ~lyde, and, after wandering 
aimlessly abo~t, was captured in disguise and beheaded 
without fresh trial on. the old charge. 

James meanwhile was rushing headlong to his ruin ; 
he filled his Privy Council with Papists, issued a general 
Declaration of Indulgence to all Nonconformists, put 
Jesuits into Holyrood Chapel, deprived a Bishop and an 
Archbishop for remonstrating against this desecration, 
and gener;lly showed himself .stark mad.· Whatever 
the Bishops might think, these proceedings were too 
much for the Scottish laity; gentle and simple alike 
preferred almost anything'to Popery. The last ' Martyr 
of the Covenant,' Renwick, hanged in the Grassmarket 
in February, r688, met with a sympathy that the Edin-:-

• burgh mob had shown to no others of that gang. And, 
VOL. III ·~ 16-
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when William landed in Torbay, although no outbreak 
took place till James had fled, Scotland was more ripe 
for revolt than England. In vain Lord Balcarres offered 
to raise in Scotland a loyal militia to overawe the North 
of England ; James, or Perth for him, preferred to send 

• Claverhouse and his 3,000 regular troops to join his 
Army in the South, and this left Scotland without a single 
royal soldier. The Scots Privy Council was powerless, 
the Edinburgh mob rose in December, sacked Holyrood, 
and slaughtered its defenders. Galloway was already 
aflame, and, before the end of November, two hundred 
Episcopalian ministers were fleeing for their lives. 
Claverhouse (just created Viscount Dundee) and Bal
carres had met James in London, and implored him to 
throw himself upon the loyalty of ~cotland, but either it 
was .too late or the hero of Solebay had become a coward. 
When he had fled to France, a party of Scots Peers, 
led by Hamilton, asked William to call a Scottish, as 
he had called an English Convention. In this body, 
which met in Edinburgh under the anti-papist reign of 
terror, few J acobites had anything to say ; indeed, 
there was nothing for any one to say for James. The 
great Tory nobles, Hamilton, Atholl, Queensberry, were 
beginning to slip over to the Whig side, though a few 
cannon-shot from the Duke of Gordon, who held the 
Castle, might have stiffened their backs. The younger 
Dalrymple pulled the Whig wires with the utmost skill, 
and Dundee, -who would never recognize a Whig King, 
concluded that there was. nothing to be done but to raise 
the Highlands for his graceless, spiritless master. He 
rode out of ~dinburgh with a handful of horse, and, 
when he was gone, there entered Mackay with four 
regiments of Scots-Dutch, who proceeded further to 
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seize. Stirl!rtg Castle. Then ·.the few Jacobites who 
terilaine'd in the Convention melted away; and the 
brave,. if 'bluidy' Mackenzie was· one of the only 
four ·who voted against · tfie · motion • by which · 1 ames 
was .declared to have. forfeited the Crown, April 4th, 
1689. A week later William and Mary were· proClaimed' 
at the Cross. 

Meanwhile the poor despised Scottish Bishops, ··who 
had wri~hed under the ·Erastian tyranny of Lauderdale 
almost as much as the Covenanters whom they were 
supposed to be . persecuting, showed themselves to be 
of sterner stuff. than the lay nobles. The Bishop· of 
Edinburgh went as their deputy td London, to express 
their unfaltering loyalty to King James and to concert 
measures with Sancroft and the other English Bishops. 
Sancroft had little to recommend but ' pa~sive 'obe_di
ence ' ; more worldly advisers· told the good man to 
save his Church by recognizing William. William would, 
in fact, fain have saved the Episcopal Church, which 
had now 'on its side, as he knew, a large majority of the 
upper classes of Scotland. But, without a shadow of 
hesitation, the Fathers of that Church elected to 'gQ 
out .into the wilderness and become Non-1 urors. · And 
Non-1 utors they practically remained till long after the 
' 'Forty-five.' It was a bitter proof to William, arid one 
of the first, that he could only be King of a faction. 
And so into the '_Claim of Right;' drawn up by the Scots 
Convention in imitation of the English 'DeClaration of 
Right/ a clause had to be inserted that 'Prelacy is and 
has been an insupportable grievance to this Nation ' ; 
and the Convention added that all ministers inust take 
the oath of allegiance to William and Mary or vacate 
their manses. In July, '89, an ·Act of the Convention, 
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now turned into a Parliament, laid down that the 
Sovereigns were to settle Church Government ' in 
the way most agreeable to the interests of the people 
of Scotland' ; had a plebiscite been fairly taken, 
this ' way ' would have been found to be mo~rate 
Episcopacy. 

Among the humours of the situation we may note that 
the Presbyterians here gave themselves away, for once, 
to that wicked man ·Erastus. They actually asked the 
State to prescribe a Church for them; in other words, 
the religious revolution was a mere Whig triumph, a 
triumph of the trading classes in the burghs over the 
landed gentry, while the mass of the nobles stood luke
warm or aloof; religious passions had avowedly become 
mere political ones. 

Meanwhile, in March, 'go, Dundee in the Highlands 
received a commission from James, and rewards were 
offered for his head. Mackay and he marched and 
countermarched against each other, while beating up 
recruits, and each was badly enough supported by the 
master for whom he was fighting. At last their Armies 
met just South of Blair Castle, which bars the Great 
North Road, in the fierce battle of Killiecrankie, where, 
with the loss of their heroic leader and nearly one-third 
of their force, the J acobites obtained a barren triumph. 
In the rest of the campaign Mackay, a shrewd and brave 
veteran, had the best of it, and the desperate valour of 
the newly raised 'Cameronian' regiment under Cleland 
drove the Highland Army back from the unfortified 
village of Dunkeld ; this practically ended the war. 
The disarmament of the ' insurgents,' most of whom 
had dispersed after Dundee's fall, was a more difficult 
matter. William, it must be remembered, had still on 
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his hands the unfinished Irish campaign, and a huge war .. 
with France, and so was able to pay very little attention 
to Scotland ; the only agents whom he could trust were 
bitter Whigs, like the Dalrymples, thirsting for ·Tory 
bloo~, while he was obliged to pretend to trust noblemen 
whom he knew to be intriguing with his rival. Mackay 
did his best ; he l;milt at the foot of Ben Nevis a fortress, 
whose site still bears the name of the King who was a 
Whig against his will, 'and posted a regiment there to 
keep ord~r. Something was tried through Lord Breadal
bane 'in the way of ~satisfying with money' Chiefs who 
would 'come in' to the Government, but without much 
success ; finally the plan was adopted of fixing a date 
(January rst, r692) before which all Chiefs must take 
the oath of allegiance, or--. · · 
Th~ alternative was 'letters of fire and sword,' a 

policy difficult to execute in a wild country with the 
few troops Government could command. But John 

... Dalrymple, son of Sir James, now Viscount Stair, was in 
William's confidence,· and he unquestionably intended 

. to use the proclamation against the Clans most obnoxious 
to himself, and was very much disappointed when he 
learned that, hopeless of finding a successor to Dundee, 
the leading clansmen were rapidly taking the oath. 

·At the end of r6gr but two Macdonalds remained un
sworn, Glengarry, who was holding out in arms, and old 
Glencoe, head ofa small Clan in an isolated valley, which 
could easily be barred at either end. John Dalrymple's 

'spirits rose when he learned that, in Gonsequence of 
deep snow, Glencoe had reached· Inverary, ih order to 
swear allegiance, too late to obtain the benefit of the 
·proclamation (January 6th). Ten days later William 
in Flanders signed, perhaps unread·, an order for the 
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extermination• of Glencoe and all his tribe. Dalrymple 
at once sent word to· the· Governor of Fort William to 
execute this order. The letter which he wrote is extant, 
and was sold by public auction a few weeks before these 
words were written. It is a bloody letter ; a:ll under 

• seventy years of age are to be slain. The Campbell 
(of Glenlyon) to whom the job was entrusted made it 
worse by entering the glen in peaceful guise, asking and 
receiving hospitality from his intended victims. At 
5 a.m. on February 13th he gave the order to fall on. 
Even then, seeing that we had become a little more 
humane since Argyll's great days, and that there was no 
Covenanting minister present to urge on 'the bonny 
wark,' only some thirty persons were killed; the rest, 
including Glencoe's son, escaped. William, with the 
weight of Europe on his invalid shoulders, thought 
little of it, and the news only leaked out gradually ; 
there was no Milton to cry ' Avenge, oh Lord ! ' The 
Scottish Parliament, however, demanded an inquiry, 
and a report was afterwards drawn up which exonerated 
the King, but demanded the punishment of Dalrymple 
and several subordinates. It seems to me that William 
acted honourably in refusing to do more than dismiss 
Dalrymple from office, for he thus tacitly took the blame 
to his taciturn self. The verdict of posterity has not 
acquitted and cannot acquit him. 

The Church settlement was, after all, a more serious 
matter, and William gave way far too readily to the 
victorious political faction. His chief adviser was 
William Carstairs, who had suffered torture for the 
cause without losing all his moderation, but who found. 
himself quite unable to procure. any toleration for 
.Episcopacy, when once the General Assembly of the 
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Kirk had been allowed'-;}o>meet~" ., ·line. ·:::.cou!sh: Parlia~. • 
ment, indeed, was no~ i~~;~~£·:~pok;nbt'h~i~set~~(grie~., ' · 
ances, and ·left the detail~ or'the. reiig~ol,is settleme_nt to 
the Assembly itself, But it r~pealed the Supremacy 
Act .of r66g, though ~ot that of r66r ; it ~l:;>olished 
patronage, it declared the· -Westminstec Confession tq . . . . ., . 
be the faith of Scotland, and it restored to their parishes 
some sixty of th.e surv~vors of r66r, henteforward called 
' the AntediluviCJ.ns.' Bu.t it made no mention of the 
Covenant, and it took away all ·civil penalties from. 
excommunication. 

It was cruel to entrust these 'Antediluvians,' who at 
once dominated the General Assembly, with the final 
settlement. They were burning for vengeance, and 
barely tolerated the seventy-six survivors of the .' In
dulged' ministers who sat beside therri. Many moderates 
from arriong the ' piskies ' would have come in, but 
every orie who had been ordained by a Bishop was . \ 

contemptuously rejected. The result was that, in order 
to fill the vacant parishes, can~idates very slenderly 
qualified with learning had to be ordained. Learning _ 
was, in fact,· disestablished and dethroned for a whole 
generation; nearly all the University Professors were 
' outed.' Moreover, whole districts in the N9rth and 
East .of Scotland absolutely refused to submit to the 
change; newly appointed Presbyter~an ministers were 
kept by force from taking possession,- and flocks rallied 
round their Episcopalian ministers in devout though 
unseemly riots. Twenty years later there were still 
one hundred and sixty-five ' piskies ' in possession of 
their manses in defiance of the law. An 1 Oath of 

•· Assurance' imposed by Parliament on all _ministers 
in __ 1693; to the effe~t that William and Mary .were 
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King and Queen de jure as well as de facto, did not 
add to the peace of Kirk or State ; ·while, on the other 
side, there was a fierce Cameroni<l;n remnant refusing 
all oaths to any King or Kirk which did not impose. 
the Covenant on every living soul. In short, the .only 
good thing done in the reign was the re-enactment in 
r6g6 of a law of Charles 1., to the effect that a school 
and schoolmaster were to be maintained by the heritors 
in every parish in Scotland. 

We must now ·go back and trace briefly the causes 
other than religious which had made and were·making 
Scotland unhappy. The commercial grievances dated 
from the exclusion of Scotland from the benefits of the 
English Navigation Act, if not from the Union of the 
Crowns itself. The Scots Parliament did, indeed, pass 
a Navigation Act of its own at the beginning of the 
reign, and did impose heavy duties upon certain imports 
from England and Ireland ; but, in the face of English 
jealousy, it had little means of enforcing its wishes, 
and t~e Scottish Kings were plainly told by their English 
Parliaments that Scottish competition would not be 
tolerated. Moreover, the Parliament at Edinburgh was 
not in any real sense free, being dominated by the 
Crown Committee of 'Lords of the Articles.' It was, 
perhaps, this condition of affairs which led Charles II. 
to push on, in spite of Lauderdale's secret resistance, 
a scheme for a United Parliament ; and when this failed 
(r66g), to touch with the sceptre a great Scottish Act 
of r68r, heavily protecting a great number of nascent 
Scottish manufactures. By the date of the Revolution 
the constitutional spirit of the poor and proud country 
wa~ definitely awake, and achieved a great triumph 
when, in r6go, after a year's debate, the Lords of the 
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Articles were for ever a·b9lished. . Scotland ~ad a:t last 
got some real means of making its' wishesknown; and 
the Government at once found itself face· to f~ce with 
a highly discontented Nation, William's Commissioners, 
who .presided in Scottish Parliaments, had a sore task, 
for, though most of thehonest Jacobites were in· prison 
·and remained there, there were few of the leading nobles 
who did not have an intrigue with the exiled Court. 
Not all of these were necessarily' such a parcel of rogues 
in a Nation' as Burns afterwards thought them to be. 
Some .of them said to themselves, 'Well, if we've got 
to be Whigs, we may at least be rich, as riches and 
Whiggery seem to go toget~er.' And this attitude was 
stimulated by the six years of starvation, r6g6-I702, 
from which the country suffered. So great _was then 
the famine that the Privy Council was obliged, like 
any French Revolutionist, to fix a maximum price. for 
wheat and oatmeal; the 'Causes of ·God's Wrath' were 
indeed manifest, and Cameron~an ranters_ did not spare 
to refer to them. 

· It was,· as we know, an age of speculation, an age in 
which people believed they could create markets and 
manufactures by Acts of Parlia111ent, an age of paper 
money. The Bank of Scotland was founded in r6g5. 
An East India Company was established in the next 
year, for pushing the products· of Scottish industries 
wherever an opening could be found, and such capital 
as there was in Scotland was largely invested in its 
shares.· William Paterson, a Lowland Scot, who had 
already projected the Bank of England, conceived the 
idea of including in the. enterprises of this Company 
the foundation of a Scottish Colony ,at Darien, on 'the 
-Isthmus of Panama. There was, as there still is, a .fine 
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vagueness about the name ' Panama ' ; it smelt of gold 
and Spaniards. Our French friends have in recent 
years invented the verb panamiser (= to get up a 
swindle). Something like a quarter of a million, perhaps 
then half the available capital of Scotland, was sunk • in the job. Scotsmen forgot that they had no fine 
manufactures to send to India or to Panama, no merchant 
ships to send them in, no Fleet to protect any merchant 
ships they might hire ; above all, they forgot the intense 
jealousy of their Southern neighbours. And William, 
whose heart was either among his Dutch tulip~beds or 
in the first line of some desperate battle in Flanders, 
carelessly promised to suspend the English Navigation 
Act for ten years and to protect with the English Fleet 
all Scottish ships engaged in foreign trade-and that at 
the very time when it was most important to his European 
policy to conciliate the Spaniards by every means in 
his power. Of course the English Parliament laughed 
in his face, and asked him for what purpose he supposed 
himself to have become King of England? He was 
obliged to eat his words, and English and Spaniards joined 
hands to burst the pitiful bubble. Three expeditions, 
each duly accompanied by Presbyterian Ministers, Elders 
and stools of repentance, sailed to Darien in 1698-9, 
laden with heavy serges, tweeds, Kilmarnock bonnets, 
and other articles suitable to the bitter climate of tropical 
America ; those who landed endured fearful sufferings, 
starvation, Spanish prisons, internal dissensions, and 
found barely even ·a pirate to trade with. The result 
was the temporary ruin of the nascent Scottish 
Commerce. 

From the failure of this scheme it became plain to all 
reflective Scots that but two courses were open 'to their 
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country : separation from, or a . commercial and political 
Union with England.. Let us pause for a moment and 
see what Scotland had to ask and to offer in the latter 
case if England were to divert her from wilfully seeking 
her own salvation. "' 

Sh~. was a c:ountry, with a population of . "about g. 

million-say one-fifth of that of E~gland ; with a Re
venue· one-thirty~fifth, with Customs one-forty-eighth 
those of England; .with a currency of about ltalf a 
million, whose standard pound, shilling and penny stood 
to the .English pound, shilling and penny as twelve 
stands to one; 1 with an agriculture entirely mediceval 
and commqnal. Meat was half the price of wheat
bread, for the Highlanders did at least produce, sell 
and then steal back some sort of scraggy black cattle; · 
these, like the sheep, were always cooped up in winter. 
There were a few little struggling manufactures of 
linen and woollen goods on the East coast. There was 
no timber. trade, for in the- Lowlands there were no 
trees ; and. there were no ships. Rents, wages and 
prices had b~en stationary or going back for half a 
century.· If the Scottish system of Jurisprudence was 
superior to, it was also profoundly alien from the 
English. The Scottish nobility, famous for its turbu
lence and its treachery, had just stepped into possession 
of a Parliamentary system which it intended to work 
for its own benefit. The Scottish Kirk, though not 
legally independent of the State, was in_ spirit wholly 
bent on dominating the State, and was utterly hostile to 
all progress, all intellect, all free thought ; it lived by 
denouncing the form of Church government established 
in England, and by persecuting those of its countrymen· 

1 A ·, Pound Scots '. = .n of an English pound sterling. 
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who adhered to the English form. Finally, there was a 
numerous, powerful and recently beaten faction, both in 
Church and State, burning for revenge. And a Scotland 
thus ruined and soured by a century of neglect, civil 
war, faction and poverty, had to ask of England a 
Union on terms of equality ! • 

You may well say, 'But what had Scotland to 
threaten if her terms were refused? ' Well, she held 
one strong card. All her past greatness had lain in 
open hostility to England, and in the old French 
Alliance. Could she once find internal union again, 
even the England of Marlborough would never be able 
to conquer her. When in 1701 James I~. and VII. 
preceded his son-in-law King William to the grave, 
Louis XIV., at the height of his power, the acknow
ledged head of European civilization, 'behaved like a 
gentleman,' 1 and recognized the child of misfortune 
as James III. and VIII. Just in proportion as that 
recognition offended the national spirit of Englishmen, 
it appealed to that of Scotsmen. For the English Act 
of Settlement of 1700, providing that after the death 
of Anne 'a wee, wee German lairdie should clap down 
in our gude man's chair,' had been passed without 
consulting Scotland at all. 

England, then girding itself to avenge Louis' insult to 
itself in the biggest war it had waged since the Fifteenth 
Century, would be willing to pay almost any price to 
avert a French-Jacobite landing in Scotland. So 
William's last and Anne's first acts were to recommend 
to the English Parliament an incorporating Union 
with Scotland. 

Commissioners to treat of this were in fact nominated 
1 But see above, p. 107. 
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in Anne's first month. But the Scottish Nation, Whig 
and Tory alike, took fire at once. Anne had very natur
ally suggested that, as Presbyteii"'ans were tolerated in 
England, ' piskies ' might receiye' equal treatment in the 
Noriji, and this was'quite enough to set the Kirk' blawin' 
and 'bleezin.' Could the J acobites have utilized this 
irregular energy? Some attempts they jndeed made, 
one as late as the autumn of IJ06:· to unite with the 
Cameronian remnant in the name of King James ; armed 
Highlanders were _observed dropping by twos and threes 
into Edinburgh. But they had no leader.· Their figure-

. head, th~ fourth Duke of Hamilton, was a liar and coward 
who· betrayed every cause. Lockhart of Carnwath, the 
only honest Jacobite who served on the final Commission 
of Union, was not of sufficient weight in the State. The 
ablest living Scot, Mr. Andrew Fletcher of Saltoun, 
vtith his deep learning, his Odyssean experience of men 
and cities, and his lofty patriotism, was an aristocratic 
Republican of the old Roman type. On the other side 
stood the ' first Tory who turned Whig' at the Revolution, 
the Duke of Queensberry, pliant and able, unscrupulous 
and courteous ; he was the real engineer of the Union ; 

·then there was the Chancellor Seafield, a turncoat too 
and a cynic, but a man of real ability and utter fearless
ness ; best of all, there was young John of Lome, who 
became in 1703 second Duke of Argyll, Jeanie Deans' 
Duke, a brave soldier, a convinced and honourable 
Whig and yet a true patriot. Carstairs could be trusted, 
if not to muzzle the Kirk . at least to prevent it from 
biting. too hard. 

Yet when the last Scottish Parliament met in May, 
1703, i~ seemed as if the forces of disruption would win, 
and the next four years were full of stormy contradictions 
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in Church and State, during which the Edinburgh mob 
broke the windows of Unionists and threw stones at 

·Ministers with a good deal of spontaneous patriotism. 
Acts were introduced called 'Acts of Security' : our 
Successor on the death of Queen Anne shall n~t be 
the same as .the English Successor, unless we get full 
security for our Parliament, Religion, Trade, Colonies (!) 
and Sovereignty. 'Limitations' of the prerogative of 
the said Successor were also introduced by Mr. Fletcher. 
England put on the screw by Bills excluding all Scottish 
products and making all Scots ' aliens ' in England. 
The final set of Commissioners to draw up a Treaty 
of Union, thirty-one on each side, was nominated in 
1705, Scotland consenting by a bare majority of two 
votes. Marlborough's victorious career quickened the 
steps of these gentlemen, and in April, 1706, they 
had come to an agreement on the main principles, 
viz. free trade and a single Parliament. The details 
took time, but in the details it is England on the 
whole that gives and Scotland that receives. In the 
adjustment of taxation Scotland is to be exempted 
from many English taxes, because she ought to bear 
no share in paying the interest of the English National 
Debt. Our bankrupt East India Company is bought 
out, and a sum of money paid in compensation to 
holders of Darien stock. Our share in the United Par
liament is to be greater than our wealth, though less 
than our population would warrant, to wit forty-five 
Commoners and sixteen Peers-the latter elected for 
each Parliament by all the Peers of Scotland. Our Laws 
and our Law-courts we are to retain, without appeal 
to English Law-courts. Our Saltire, commonly called 
St. Andrew's Cross, is to be quartered on the flag of 
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'Great Britain,' and to be borne after Anne's death by 
the Princess Sophia and her. heirs being Protestants; 

The terrible question of Religion was not mentione4 in: 
the draft of the Treaty presented in October; 1706, to 

. the ~cottish Padiame!Jt, which promptly insisted that 
complete security for the supremacy of the Kirk should 
be inserted not only in the Treaty but in the coronation 
oath also. Storm after· storm rang through the walls 
of the old Parliament House, to the accompaniment of 
crashing windows and yelling mobs up and down the 
High Street apd the Canongate; but Queensberry's 
tact and majority were equal to it all, and, when the 
Treaty of Union had been touched with the sceptre on 
January r;6th, 1707, Lord Seafield l9cked the door of 
the House as. he left it, with the bitter jest, "There's 
an end of an auld sang/' 

"Deil rax their thrapples that reft us o' ;t," as Andrew 
Fairservice remarks ; and fancy loves to linger over the 
'Riding of the Scots Parliament' in procession up the 
stately street (cleaned for the occasion) from Holyrood· 
House. May not a political philosopher also pause; and 
ask whether something in the nature of a_ Federal Union 
might not have been tried? It is the fashion to dismiss 

• 
such schemes· as ' whimsies,' partly because ' Home 
Rule' in. the vulgar modern sense is merely the cry of 
self-s.eeking demagogues,' partly no doubt because of the 
astonishing success of the United Parliament up to 1832 
in making Great Britain the foremost Nation in the 
World. But is not the supremacy of a single House of 
Parliament just now the greatest of political dangers? 
Might not a Federal Council, which would ex natura rerum 

ultimately have included Ireland and the Colonies, 
have been equally successful as 'Empire-builder? Might 
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not a Federal Constitution have ultimately given us the 
very thing of wh~ch we now stand most in need, a 
bulwark against the unchecked supremacy of the 
uneducated classes ? 

That the Union should be unpopular in Edinburgh 
• goes without saying; that Glasgow, then a town of rz;ooo 

inhabitants, went solid against, it only seems surprising 
because we are apt to forget that it was not till thirty 
years after the measure that Glasgow seriously took 
part in the Colonial trade. There and everywhere else 
in Scotland the first results were the deaths of the infant 
industries, which had been so highly protected by the 
Act of r68r. In fact only the cattle trade benefited 
from the first ; Rob Roy began to combine with his 
natural profession of cattle thief that of a drover. 

Louis XIV., who had been very hard hit at Ramillies 
in May, 1706, had missed his best chance, but the 
J acobites kept him stirring all the next year, and in 
the spring of 1708 a small French Fleet, with King Jamie 
on board, sailed from Dunkirk: but when it appeared 
off the East coast of Scotland there was Admiral Byng 
waiting for it, and it never even attempted a landing. 
Yet hatred of the Union grew apace. In the last half 

·of Ann;'s reign many of the prophecies o.f Scottish 
patriots were fulfilled. The barbarous English law of 
treason was extended to Scotland, and ' traitors' 1p.ight . 
now be (and were) removed for trial into England. 
Legal toleration was established for such of the ' piskies ' 
(they were very few) as would abjure King James and 
pray for Queen Anne ; the patronage of Scottish livings, 
abolished r649, restored r66r, abolished r6go, was now 
again restored to the lay proprietors: which of the two 
latter measures inflamed the wrath of the Kirk the more, 
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it would be hard to say. An attempt of I7I3 to extend, 
in Jhe teeth. of the words-pf the.Uniol).~Treaty, the malt
tax to· Scotland 1 almost produced a civil war ; -it did 
produce a motion. in the House of Lords for the repeal 
of t~e Union,· moved by Argyll himself, and supported 
by/all Sco~tish Peers and many ~nglish Whig Peers, 
who wanted to tease a Tory. Government. This motion 
was lost by only four votes .. 

·• Repeal of the Union ' was . the most popular cry 
in .Scotland for nearly a generation after its passing. 
BHt if the onlY. hope of this lies in accepting a Papist 
King? Then, Heaven help us, our hearts will indeed , 
be·-torn in half! 

(King Jamie was by this time twenty-five years of 
age, and the very worst possible: head to conceive ·or 
to carry out a ' state-stroke.' His virtues, which were 
Il}.~ny, told more fatally against him than his vices, 
which vanish under the historical microscope. He has 
had hard measure iri history and in fiction-nowhere 
harder or more unjust than in 'Esmond.' He was 
brave in battle, as he proved abundantly, ~:m the 
French side, in Marlborough's wars; he was the soul 
of honour both in private life and in public.l utterly. 
refusing !9 barter his faith for three kingdO'ms, refusing 
even to. hold out any diplomatic hope that he would 

• ~b so-an attitude which exasperated even his most 
faithful. friends. Yet he was quite free from intoler
ance ; he promised full toleration for the . several 
versions of the Christian religion to which his subjects 
professed to be attached; he kept Protestants in high 
favour at his exiled Court, and, when the Pope re~ 

, 1 This was actually done in 1725, and the disastrous result was 
the substitution of whisky for ale as the national drink. 

VOL. III I 
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monstrated with him for doing so, told that gentleman' 
that he was a King and not a~ Apostle; he even gave 
his son a Protestant tutor. In an age of immoral kings 
his .life was p].Ire. But against all this you ,must set the 
fact that he entirely lacked both enterprise and resolu
tion, that the slightest mishap discouraged him; he 
was the ' child of misfortune,' and misfortune had 
entered irito his soul. Though fairly well educated, he 
was not clever, and, while his kindness of heart led him 

t: ·to go on trusting men whom he should have known 
for traitors, his knowledge that there was treachery 
about him sometimes made him untrustful of those to 
whom he should have given his confidence. 

But when Anne died, a year before old Louis, an 
insurrection on behalf of James was certain, in Scotland 
if not in England. On paper the ' 'Fifteen,' as this in
surrection is always cq.lled, had better chances than its 
descendant thirty years later. It had, however, many 
subsidiary faults and one radical one; it ought to have 
been the "Fourteen.' Anne's last Minister, Bolingbroke, 
had actually been preparing in the last week of the 
Queen's life for a peaceable succession of James, and 
James ought to have been in Scotland before George (who 
didn't hurry) had time to lumber across into England. 
But the movement was deferred for a whole year. Even 
then the chances were not bad. The Regent of France 
was not unfavourable; the warlike King of Sweden, 
Charles XII., had his own reasons for bei1.1g cross with 
~ing George, and so had the King of Spain; one of the 
greatest living soldiers, the Duke of Berwick, Marshal 
of France, was James' half-brother ; one of the most 
astute politicians, Bolingbroke, had just fled from 
England and had become his Secretary. Ormond, who 
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h~d a:gairi on Ailne;s <le~t4 .replaced ,Qrrrio~d,,:bu~ ·rr.e< 
wa~ personally a waverer and had no ·i#fluence,: ~ve~ of:,. 

·a·1~i1itary ki!ld, in- the. co~ncils oLKing Geo_~ge .. There, 
· we~e not I5,ooo troops with .the colours in Britairi,_ and · 

·-_ of these not z,ooo- in ScotlaJ1d, it being the ~irigular_ : 
h3.bit of John Bull at the close of all his great wars t~ ··
disband his best soldie~s as if they wovld never beneeded t~' 
again; it was. now to become his still more ·singular 
habit to buy ·p-qtch or. German troqps 'to ~eienq his 
Island for him .. · 

The councils of. the J a~o.bit-~s were, however, £~tally 
divided : James distrusted _Berwick ; ;Boli:ng'Qtoke:~ got -

-· drunk and blabbed .secrets; ·Ormond, finding -hi~self 
suspected, fled too soon to France: · If on the military 
side the Hanoverian. Go:vernment was incapable, on the 
civil side it was preternaturally acute : the Whig Earl 
of Stair had his spies all over Europe; the Whig soldier 
Stanhope was one of the best Secreta'ries . of State 
England ever had, and the Whig Duke of A_rgyll, honoured 
and loved in Scotland as few Whigs wen~ and fewer 
deserved to be, was himself worth an Army. Swift 
seizure was made of the notorious English J acobites, 
who certainly let themselves be seized very tamely : 

·and 

The King to Oxford sent his troop of horse, 

- . 
where (as is well known) 'Tories owii no argument but 
force.' A price of £roo,ooo w~s set on the head of 
the ' Pretender ' (not a measure commonly employed in 
<;:ivilized countries), and Stair with great sang-froid set-
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paid murderers upon James' track both before and 
after the outbreak. 

It was 1 ohn Erskine, Earl of Mar, a man who had 
been and was to be again of doubtful fidelity, who on 
September 6th, without waiting for express orders, set 
up the standard of King 1 ames at Braemar, whe;e he 
soon found himself at the head of eight thousand High
landers gleg for a fight. He had with him fifteen of the 
leading Peers a~1d Chiefs of great Clans in Scotland, and 
practically all the fighting force of Camerons, Mac
donalds and Stewarts. The Frasers, the largest of the 
fighting Clans, were led the other way by the astute 

"Simon, Lord Lovat, who aspired to keep the balance in 
the North, and who now seized Inverness and declared 
for King George. Why did not King Jamie come ? It 
was a fatal mistake to wait for supplies from France, 
Sweden or Spain ; these countries would only be likely 
to declare themselves for him after a success, not before 
one. Meanwhile Argyll hurried to Stirling, took com
mand of the few Government troops he could find, and 
garrisoned with them the line of the Forth from Stirling 
to Edinburgh. Mar ought instantly to have forced this 
line at the ford just above Stirling ; instead of which 
he concentrated at Perth and occupied the East coast 
from Aberdeen to Fife, feebly squealing for his King 
and for gunpowder-as .if Highlanders needed powder
without taking any steps to make the latter commodity. 
Mr. Forster and Lord Derwentwater rose for the Cause 
in Northumberland and joined hands with Lord Kenmure 
who did the same in Galloway. Mar detached some 
z,ooo men under Mackintosh to join them; between 
them the Jacobite Armies outnumbered Argyll by four to 
one, and ought instantly to have converged and crushed 
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him. Instead of thi:;, Forster marched ·southwards 
into Lancashire, dawdled his time away at Preston, and 
then capitulated to an inferior force· under Generai 
Carpenter on November rzth. ·On the same day Mar, 
who had at last advanced, met Argyll at· Sheriffmuir • on Allan Water, where 

·,.. -'-

Some say that we wan and· some say th~t they wan, 
And some say that nane wan at a'., man. 

Each right wing, in fact, chased the opposing left from 
the field, and Mar's right (his Highlanders) performed 
their task in four minutes. But then Mar fell tamely 
back on Perth, and so left the real victory with Argyll. 
The Duke, now largely reinforced (Dutch mostly), began 
to push his opponent into the sea; he was censured in 
London for doing it too slowly,. the truth being that, 
gt;eat and humane man as he was,· he wished to give 
time for the rising to fizzle out, and to give the gentlemen 
engaged a chance to escape to the Continent. Hopes 
of this were, however, much spoiled when James,; too 
la~e .for all but honour1 landed at Peterhead on De-

" cember zznd. The King's melancholy resignation only 
added trouble to the hearts of his adherents, already 
turned to water by the incapacity of their leader; 
James "·cared not," says an eye-witness, " to come 
abroad among our soldiers or to see us handle our arms " 
-he who had charged at Oudenarde and Malplaquet in 
Louis' finest Household Cavalry! In less than six ~eeks 
he had to embark again at Montrose, being barely a day 
ahead of the Whigs, who were steadily reoccupying the 
coast towns. The remnants of Mar's Army~ long ago 
thinned by incessant desertions, were hunted into fast
nesses of Highlands and Islands by General Cadogan 
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and the Dutch ; most of the Chiefs eventually escaped 
abroad or made their peace. James took Mar with 
him, retired to Avignon, and finally took up his quarters 
at Rome. His last thought on Scottish soil seems to 
have been bitter regret that his troops had been oqJiged 
to destroy some crops and burn some cottages on their 
retreat, and his last act was to send some of his slender 
stock of money to · relieve the sufferers. Some thirty 
English and Scottish prisoners were executed in Lanca
shire and in London-for no Scottish jury could have 
been trusted to convict them. Like th.e Tory courtiers 
in James II.'s reign, Whig courtiers had ' grants' made 
to them of prisoners, so that they might get ransoms 
from them, and those prisoners who could not pay 
were transported. Of the six Peers impeached in 
London, Derwentwater and Kenmure alone were be
headed, Nithsdale escaping in his wife's dress the day 
before that fixed for his execution. Bribery was rife 
in London, especially bribery to Hanoverian 'ladies.' 
Lord Nairn, after eighteen months' imprisonment, 
emerged a ruined man, and noted in his diary, ·:Paid 
to lawyers and b--s £r,soo." The most startling 
result of the rising was a fierce Act against the 
Episcopalians in Scotland, for they had been almost 
to a man for King James . 
. The Cause was, however, by no means dead. Though 

France was for the next fifteen years practically an 
ally of England, the Scottish J acobites were soon 
singing 

Here's to the King o' Swede, 
Fresh laurels crown his head,. 
Shame fa' ev'ry sneaking blade 

That winna do 't again. 
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·. The death of . Charles XII. at tge end of IJI8 having 
. shattered hopes from Sweden, they· turned to Spain : 
James actually visited Madrid, and in 1719 a few 
Spanish troops were landed on the Inverness-shire coast, 

' . -- ' 

. together with George Keith, Earl Marischal, the Marquis . ' 
of Tullibardine, Lord Seaforth.and Lord George Murray; 
they rallied a few clansmen and fought a battle, of about 
one thousand a side, in Glenshiel, and were defeated 
by General Wightman. More attainders naturally fol
lowed; it had served to keep the flame alight in the 
Highlands, and that was all. 

But Walpole's criminal jndifference to the honour 
and fortune of England allowed the Navy and. Army to 
rot and dwindle for twenty years ; he did, indeed, send 

I •• o ' •' 

Marshal Wade into the Highlands to make a couple of 
hundred miles of road and to buil,d forts which he 
omitted to garrison. Wade, a slow- but shrewd man; 

. reported a circumstance which. ought to have disquieted 
King George, namely that the rents of the' ~xiles of 
the 'Fifteen and the 'Nineteen were being regularly 
coll~cted and sent to their rightful owners abroad. 
Every one, in fact, knew perfectly well that the next 
time England was drawn. into a European spuilzie 
of any sort, the J acobites would tise for the White 
Rose. 

Meanwhile the White Rose had married in _ 1719 a 
Polish lady, whose nerves and groundless j~alousies 

• embittered all his middle .life : ~~~~~!?&lJl 

in....-::IJZ(),-:?,-I19.>;P:I.-0~~Ji~~~?~.;~~oJ.:mer~~,.EP _ 
a,_tall,.,athletic,~yepy-*l).a).lg~_t-Y.,d?"<;>Y:.;,~y~g~~~~nd 

i£2i.f:f.eJ~I1t~t(),.I~ligL~~~~~~~J~~!)bites 
who were presented to ~1m at Rome began to see that 
here· was a young man made to their hands : · and 
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certainly, from his early boyhood, the Prince had the 
Cause in his head to the exclusion of everything else ; 
he went into training until he should be called upon to 
lead it. When he was sixteen the Porteous Riot-really 
an outbreak against the English Excise Laws-shook 
Scotland from end to end, and the ' sorrowfu' Unron ' 
was, perhaps .for the last time, publicly referred to as 
the spring of all our woes. In the next .year John Murray 
of Broughton visited Rome, and became a close intimate 
of the Prince: from 1741 he was organizing a regular 
Association of J acobites in each district of Scotland. 
Negotiations were also begun with the well-affected 
in England, who however avoided committing themselves 
on paper. From the opening of '43 Louis XV. was 
warmly favourable ; he was going to war with England 
in Flanders and Germany, but, before he committed 
himself to a landing, he naturally waited to see on what 
help he could rely in the Island of Great Britain. In 
the spring of '44 he tho11ght the prospects favourable 
enough to embark 1o,ooo troops at Dunkirk, with 
Marshal Saxe, the best soldier in Europe, at their 
head. They waited for escort from the Brest Fleet, 
which sailed up Channel to Dungeness ; there it met 
Admiral Norris with twenty-five sail of the line, and 
before a shot could be exchanged, a storm drove the 
French again to the Westward. The transports at 
Dunkirk were therefore useless, and Louis abandoned 
his plan of invasion. 

On board that Dunkirk Fleet was Prince Charles. He 
had slipped away North without telling his father, and 
had travelled through France. James, though much 
perturbed at this ' start,' had sent a Commission of 
Regency after him. Louis had received him well, and 
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had' promised his assistance. Murray, who must have
known better, kept feeding him with hopes of risings, 
and travelled to and fro between Scotland...and France. 
For a year and a half after the bitter disappointment of 
the Dunkirk Fleet Charles stayed in Paris or l.n N:orthern . . 
France in hopes of some fresh turn of the wheeL At 
last he declared that he ~ould go alone and throw 
himself on the loyalty of Scot~and. Two adventurous 
Irishmen, Sheridan and Kelly, joined him : Tullibardine, 
deprived of his succession to the Atholl Dukedom for 
his .share in the' 'Nineteen, also came to him; and in 
June, '45, we find him negot!ating, on borrowed money, 
with a Mr. Walsh of Nantes for two ships and some 
broadswords, powder and muskets. -The battle .. of. 
Fontenoy had "just been fought. '-

On July 23rd the piper· of the Laird of Barra was 
walking along the rocks of Isle Eriska, at the tail of the . 
Long Island; when he was. h'!-iled by an old acquaintance. 
in a boat which had just put off from a small French 
ship. Such appearances were not rare, and probably 
suggested to Donald's mind a k~g or two of smuggled 
brandy. He came aboard and piloted the vessel into.the 
little harbour of Eriska. Among those who landed-was 
a tall yout~ in a plain black coat, a plain shirt, not very 
clean, and a fair round wig; obviously a young clergy-' 
man who had heard much of the Highlanders and 
wished to converse with them. His spE;ec~ had an 
Irish accent, but he quickly picked up a few words 
of the Gaelic, especially the words used in drinking 
of healths. On the next day the great man of Uist
a Macdonald, of course-came to see and converse 
with the young cleric, and advised him to go home, to 
which the cleric replied, " I am come home, .Sir, and 
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· I am persuaded that my faithful Highlanders will stand 
by me." 

Now the Chiefs whom :Murray had 'organized' during 
the last four years had all rightly stipulated for sub
stantial French aid as the one condition of a rising, and 

• they were therefore very much astonished when they 
found that Charles, who crossed to the mainland near 
Arisaig on the 25th, had only brought seven gentlemen 
with him. All were in fact shocked at the rashness of 
the enterprise, ~ut the adhesion of the noble Cameron of 
Lochiel decided the rest. We don't hear of any 'fiery 
cross dipped in the blood of a newly slain goat' being 
sent round to summon the Clans, but the news travelled 
with lightning rapidity and we can imagine the joy 
with which it was received in many a Highland home, 
how the pipers would strike up 'Cock o' the North,' 
and how 

Some gat them swords and some gat nane, 
And some. were dancing mad their lane, 
And mony a vow o' weir was ta'en 
That night at Amulree. 

The bulk of the fighting Clans, Macdonalds, Camerons 
and Stewarts of Appin came in at once ; these formed 
the best part of Charles' Army, and were with him 
throughout the campaign. The rendezvous was fixed 
for August rgth at Glenfinnan, and a good omen was 
acknowledged when some Macdonalds cut off two com
panies of Whig foot on their way to Fort Augustus, 
and brought them in triumph to see the Royal 
Standard raised. 

The Government had information of the start from 
France, and put out the usual proclamation of a reward 
for the 'Pretender's' head (one-third the value of his 
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father' s-a mere ·trifle of [3b,ooo), and.King George in· 
his speech to Parliament talked of it as an ' unnatural ' 
rebellion. As a matter ~f fact it was the" mO'st'~atural 
consequence of 'the .Government's: own' ~eglect of its 
for~es, as well as of its contemptuous· treatment ·of Scot
land. There. were not r2,ooo troops in Britain; of which 
Sir John Cope had 4,ooo in Scotland, ·all, except on·e. 

. ·~ . . . 

regiment, untried in war.. After ·a short de!ay to collect · 
provisions Cope started North from Stiqin~/wjth .r,soo . 
foot, intending for Fort Augustus:',: ·~~t. Cha~les· · had ~ 
the 'wind at his back,' his men marched' tw9' miles fot 

one of Cope's, and they beset the Pass of Corryarrick, 
the critical place on the. Great North Road. Cope 
avoided the shock and turned aside to secure Inverness 
and Aberdeen, whence he might, if necessary, ship. his 
troops round for the· defence of Edinburgh. · 

It soon became obvious that• tliis would be necessary. 
Charles pushed on by Perth, picking up Ath9ll men, 
Macphersons, Robertsons, with the· Duke of· Perth and 
his brother Lord John, and Tullibardine's brother Lord 
George Murray. Lord George was at once made Lieu
tenant-General, and, being a man of real ability, who had 
fought in the 'Fifteen and the 'Nineteen, he became 
practically Commander-in-Chief. . But he had been 
pardoned after the. latter fight, and till the very latest 
moment he had been in council with Cope. This made 
the Prince· entertain a distrust of him· which too often 
became visible. Lord George, however, having decided 
to join, was absolutely loyal ; he thoroughly understood 
Highlanders, and was one of the best .claymores. in his 
own Army. 

Right on they went by Dunblane to the ford of Frew, 
waded the Forth and shook their plaids at Stirling 
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Castle, which fired a few random shots at them. The 
two regiments of Dragoons, which Cope had left to guard 
the Forth, fell back before them in ever increasing panic. 
By September 17th Charles was outside Edinburgh, 
which was unfortified except for an old wall ; he sent a • summons to the town, and, while the bit Baillie bodies 
were trying to raise Whig Volunteers and sending pro
crastinating deputations till Cope should arrive, Lochiel 
with five hundred Camerons quietly walked in at the 
Netherbow, marched up the High Street, and grounded 
arms at the Cross. ' Johnnie Cope ' had just landed 
at Dunbar and been joined by the flying Dragoons, 
September r8th. 

He marched Westwards along the coast road with 
2,300 men and six guns, and the Highland Army, perhaps 
two hundred men stronger, flew to meet him. Murray 
utterly outgeneralled Cope at Prestonpans, some twelve 
miles East of Edinburgh, forcing him to change front 
twice in succession, and finding his own way through 
a very nasty marsh quite unperceived at 4 a.m. on zrst. 
As the sun rose through the mist the Highlanders gave 
one volley and fell on with the claymore. Cope's six 
guns were fired once and killed one man ; then the 
Gunners fled, then the Dragoons ; the Infantry had 
little time left them to fly. As for the Volunteers, 
'they were na worth a louse, man,' says Mr. Alick 
Skirving, who saw the field covered with loose heads 
and hands (the sword wounds inflicted by the clay· 
more made an unusual and unpleasing impression on 
troops accustomed to be killed by decent bullets). It 
was all over in ten minutes, with 400 killed and r,ooo 
prisoners, and Cope led the shameful race to Berwick. 
Charles was for following him up at once, for, though 
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tr.oops from Flanders were hurried .over as q_uickly as 
possible, only old Marshal Wade, with some 4,000 at 
Newcastle, lay between him and. London~ Bu~ he was 
overruled and fell back on Edinburgh, where his little 
Army rapidly grew to 6,ooo men. 

Tten followed that mad six weeks of glory and appre-
hension, during which Edi~burgh knew itself for a 
Capital again, and the ladies, J acobites to ~he soles of 
their dainty feet, danced minuets in Holyrood House, 
while the portraits of a hundred and fifty kings 
(painted for King James VII. by a Dutchman at 
£r r3s. 4d. per king) looked down on waving tartans 
and white cockades. T~e 'Highland Savages' were 
the best behaved of troops : no single act, of cruelty 
is proved against' them, either then or dll.ring the 
whole campaign·; and the Prince, as Jt1en complained, 
gave all his prisoners too easy parole and attended 
to the enemy's wounded before his own. ·A sort of 
French Ambassador, M. d'Eguilles, cam"e to the Court, 

· and the Lowland Jacobite Peers and lairds-alas ! but 
a handful now-came too. There was old Balmerino, 

. ( 
whose ancestors had accompanied James VI. to Eng-
land; ·there were Nairn and Nithsdale, whose fathers 
had escaped as by miracle after the 'Fifteen; Kenmure, 
whose father had not escaped ; Pitsligo, Ogilvy, Kil
marnock-; the brave but cantankerous_ Elcho, son of . 
the Earl of Wemyss ; Lord Lewis Gordon of t-9-e house 
of Huntley; Tullibardine, one of the 'Seven men of 
Moidart ' and rightful Duke of Atholl; good James 
Drummond, rightful Duke of Perth ; . Oliphant of Gask, 
the most dashing cavalier, and Ker of Graden, the 
heartiest fellow and best scout. in the Army. Before 
the erid of October a few Frasers had come in-;. bu~ 
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the head of that Clan, the old rogue Lovat, who might 
have cut off Cope from Inverness last August, was still 
sitting on the fence-

. Suspensus, ut felis futurum 
Despiciat simuletque ·sal tum. • 

But oh! .what quarrels in the little Council ! the rivalry 
of the most loyal Chieftains inter se often thwarted the 
best-laid schemes. Charles, they said, trusted only his 
French and Irish friends ;· he certainly mistrusted 
Murray, who was rough in ·tongue, and yet he constantly 
let Murray overrule him. He was, in fact, under no 
illusions, and he soon ~egan to see that a political cause 

· was utterly wanting to him ; he could enlist all hearts 
but. few ~easons, and therefore few Lowland recruits. 
He might put out proclamations denouncing the National 
Debt and promising repeal of the Union, but it was 
about ten years too late for that, for the Union was at 
last beginning to bear solid commercial fruit. In the 
absence, then, of a political cause, he must trust to the 
sword alone, and that sword the Highland claymore ; 
and this is why he was so right in desiring always to go 
forward to London at the highest possible speed. The 
proof of his helplessness was seen in his weak blockade 
of Edinburgh Castle (September zgth to October 5th), 
the Governor of ":hich said, in fact, that if Auld Reekie 
didn't send up daily supplies to his beleaguered garrison, 
he would lay Auld Reekie in ashes (which he could 
have done in twenty-four hours), and Charles had to 
allow the supplies to be sent! 

And France was more intent on following up her 
conquests in Belgium than on risking her troops in 
Britain. Saxe made fat:: too little effort to prevent 
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' Billy ' Cumberland. from ·shipping a great part ;·of the ·,. .. 
Anglo~Dutch Anny acrossthe North Sea. C11mberland 
landed on the 19th ; whoever else might· be in a . 

· ·panic he wasn't, nor on the other hand did ·-h.e make 
light of the affair. .: He made ·extensive· arrd ~uitable 

preparations: which very riea~ly- broke. doWn'-. fr6fi1' the. 
apathy of the English- people, who W:~uld>n~it.h_er :rise 
for King James nor d~fen<f:King-George, 1 and from 
the utter absence, then ·as··~tlways, of proper- de.fences · · 
against in~asi~n. Wade; howe,:Ver, was·· strongly rei~
forced; Cumberland. himself wo~ld · i'na;ch to rrieet·the ~ · 

' .· .. . • .-{ ·-1 • ' • "" . . ·• 

Prince, .and attempts were made, to raise a fresh Afmy 
to defend London .. '. . - . · .. . . .. ·-~ .:~ .. 

For Charles had now ~ve.rr~ed. hi§- Co~n<iiJ::i~to~ ip-:··:· 
vading England, and on October 3~st. he·:st~F,ted!,_,His '. · 
own view, almost certainlyright, Was.'to. go by tl;i~ E~st. 
road and overwhelm Wade before his. reinforo;rrients'. 
reached him ; but Lord George carried . the day for the 
familiar Western route (of 16.48 and I6SI). He made, 
however, a feint at Wade which sufficed to keep him 
immobile, while the Highland Army, six thousand strong, 
sped swiftly by Moffat, Carlisle, Preston, Wigan,. Man
chester, always expecting English J acobites to rise. 
At Manchester alone were recruited some two hundred 
men under Francis Towneley. Men and women came 
out and stared at the ' plaid-men' Lfrom whom they 
caught the itch, for cleanliness was not among the 
Highland virtues), but few cried ' God bless them ! ' 
When they reached Macclesfield they learned that 

1 Some' Whig nobles, e.g. the gallant Marquis of Granby, made 
efforts, not wi~out success, to· raise regiments. The City started 
a fund to provide the troops with blankets and gloves, and th~ 
Quakers offered them fiann~l- waistcoats. 
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Cumberland, with 8,ooo Il).en, was in front· at Lichfield, 
and Wade lumbering down to Doncaster on their flank. 
They did not know that it had become almost impossible 
to raise recruits for these Armies, though King George 
was offering £6 per man to any one who would join his • Guards. Even then Murray outgeneralled the J.?uke by 
a feint to the West, and got between him and London; 
the Duke made frantic efforts to regain the road, but 
only succeeded in foundering his horse. When he 
reached Derby, but six or seven marches (126 miles) 
lay between Charles and his goal; there was a panic 
in London and a run on the Bank. 

Then, December 6th, the victors suddenly threw up 
the sponge, and, after fighting almost alone against his 
Council a long winter's day, Charles consented to a 
retreat. All strategic considerations, said Murray, all 
common prudence pointed in that direction ; it was but 
reculer pour mieux sauter. But this Army had not 
succeeded but by throwing prudence and strategic 
considerations to the winds. And now they were in 
excellent heart, well fed and even paid (the common 
story that the Highlanders· had deserted in crowds 
during the march is now disproved) ; 1 they were five 
thousand strong to a mere trifle of thirty thousand, most 
of whom were already behind them. Besides, actual 
numbers of enemiles mattered little; they were practically 
certain to wipe before them anything except really well
served Artillery, and of that the English had as yet little 
ready; London was (and still is) unfortified, and King 
George at Kensington was packing his portmanteau . 

. 
1 Say they dropped on the way, at the outside, from speed, 

desertion or sickness, a sixth of their number ; that was a very 
unusually small proportion in the Eighteenth Century. 
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"But," said Lo~d George, "once back in Scotland 
we shall double our numbers ; F~ance lS really preparing 
to send aid" : "Where," said Lord George,." are your 
English J acobites? Who cries 'God save King James!'?" " o, "who cries ' King . George' ? " the. Prince might · 
have as~ed in return. "Rather than go back," he sai~, 
"I would be twenty feet miderground." But go back 
they did. 

Up till now there had been the' makings of greatness 
in_ this young Prince; from -that hour they vanished. 
He who was wont to be the first astir in the morning, 
sleeping little, faring of .the hardest, and ever on foot 
in the _van, now became a laggard and indifferent, silent, 
suspicious _and grumpy. Flashes of the old fire came 
out often enough, at Stirling, at Falkirk, on the morning 
of Culloden, and in his long wanderings after that battle ; 
but gnidually the night _fell, and the hero of romance 
became in middle life an intriguer and a drunkard, in 
old age a dotard and a wife-beater. 
_. That, however, was as yet far away. Eleven days 

· after Derby. his rear-guard killed at Clifton near Penrith 
a hundred of Cumberland's pursuing horse; his men 
cheerily waded Esk bank-high in winter flood; a: garrison, 
doomed to axe and rope, was left at Carlisle as a proof 

·that a return was intended. Neither Wade nor Hawley, 
who succeeded to Wade's command, made any attempt 
to bar the retreat, nor did Handyside, who now held 
Edinburgh for King George, try ·to· hinder Charles' . 
occupation of Whiggish Glasgow. And the reinforce
me~ts did come till the Army reached the number of 
nine thousand men ; the whole Clan Fraser came in, 
as old Lovat had at last got down off the fence on 
the rig~t side, and with them a·. lot of Drummonds 
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and Gordons. Even some Irish-French came, with an 
absurd person who called himself an engineer, and 
who tempted Charles to besiege Stirling Castle. When 
Hawley advanced to the relief of that Castle, Lord 
George swept his Dragoons with great loss from the 
field of Falkirk, as he had swept them from Preston
pans, and took many prisoners. But on February rst 
a decision only less fatal than that at Derby was taken, 
again utterly against the Prince's will, to retreat to the 
Highlands; apart from the moral effect of such a retreat, 
it was a mere courting of starvation. 

Cumberland, who had been in the South for a few 
weeks, came North ag<1in at the end of February and 
restored discipline in Hawley's terrified Army. He 
brought five thousand Hessian mercenaries to hold the 
line of the Forth, he occupied the whole East coast 
and was fed from the Fleet as he moved towards 
Aberdeen; and there he lay all March, training his 
Infantry to face the Highland broadsword. Lord 
Loudoun was bu?y raising the Whig. Clans for King 
Gwrge. Charles chased Loudoun and the Macleods in 
wild panic out of Inverness and seized Fort Augustus, 
but failed at Fort William and at Blair Castle. When 
in April Cumberland with r8 pieces of heavy Artillery 
and 8,0QO men, 1 began to move along the shore of the 
Moray Firth towards Nairn, the Highlanders, already 
starving, were scattered in a wide circle round Inver
ness searching for food, and about one-third of them 
had been despatched to meet a French convoy on the 
Pentland Firth. 

So not more than five thousand men were present 'for 
the fatal r6th at Culloden. The ground on which they 

1 Including some sao of the Whig Clans, mostly Campbells. 
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fought, the day .on which to fight, were not of Lord 
George's choosing, and the battle was one of starvation 
versus a full belly. The Macdonalds were posted out 
of their accustomed place, and got sulky; the Artillery 
tore long lines in the other Clans before they could 

• charge ; yet even so they charged through the guns, 
sabred the gunners, broke through the Duke's first line, 
and their leaders reached his second before they were . 
shot down. Cumberland gave little quarter, either now 
or in his subsequent 'pacification' of the Highlands ; he 
shot or burned all the wounded, all who were found with 
arms. He was about the sam~ age as Prince Charles, 
and his brutalities are, thank God, without parallel in 
the history of the British Army. One cherish~s a hope · 
that the worst of these cruelties were~ committed not 
by honest English ploughboys, but by the countrymen of 
King George, Hessians purchased from their ' natural ' 
Prince at five pounds per year per -Hessian.1 

Did Charles leave the field too soon? Who,knows? 
Certainly he gave the fatal order, after the battle, ' Let 
every man seek his safety as best he can.' A fatal order 

. indeed, for, though we had lost r,ooo out of 5,000 we 
had hit the Hanoverians pretty hard in return.2 

Culloden was no Naseby, and the spirit of th~ fighting 
Clans had not been broken by the loss of one battle ; 
on the r8th nearly 4,ooo rallied at Ruthven under 
Lord George, Tullibardine, Perth, Ogilvy and the sore 
wounded LochieL But the Prince had fled; none as 
yet heard whither. 

1 Probably also by the Highlanders of the Whig Clans, 
Campbells and Macleods, who had the old scores of Montrose's 
days to pay off. 

2 The 4th and the 37th Regiments suffered the worst. 
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Every one knows how he wandered and lurked in 
caves and bothies to and fro between the Islands and the 
Western mainland for five wonderful months. Every one 
has heard of Flora Macdonald of Milton, and the tall 
spinning-woman called 'Betty Burke from Ireland' 

• whom Miss Flora brought with her to Kingsburgh's 
house in Skye on June 29th: ' a very odd, muckle, ill
shaken-up wife' Betty seemed to be. Betty-Charles 
in fact bore, during those five months, a good deal more 
than his father's uncle had borne during his flight from 
Worcester, and honestly confessed that he had learned 
during his skulking to take a hearty dram when he 
could get it ; unfortunately drams were easier to come 
at in the Highlands than bannocks or beef, and the 
habit remained with the Prince in climates where he 
needed it less. Thirty thousand pounds (sterling, not 
Scots) was the price upon his head; this was well 
known to a population of zoo,ooo persons, habitually 
living on the verge of starvation. One-thousandth 
part of that price would have been wealth untold 
to ninety-nine in every hundred of that population. 
His secret and his whereabouts must have become 
known to, and his hairbreadth escapes must have 
been aided by well over a hundred of these poor 
people; they must have been suspected by many 
hundreds more. Every pass was beset, every cave 
smoked out, every corrie and hilltop scoured by red
coats burning for the reward ; flogging and torture were 
freely applied to every one who was supposed to have 
an inkling of the secret. · But the loyalty of Scotland 
was proof against all trials; Donald remained as dumb 
as Ailsa Craig. The Prince was hiding in a hole on the 
side of Ben Alder when he learned, on September 13th, ' 
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that a St. Malo privateer was in· Loch-na-nuagh; , a 
week later he was aboard of her, and on the zgth he 
landed at Roscoff in Brittany. Forty-two years of exile 
and degradation lay yet before him. The present writer 
was carried in his infancy to see an old lady, then hard . ' 

upon a hundred years, who had kissed his hand in 
Florence or in Rome. The story of the 'Forty-five 
has been the theme alike of the loftiest romance and the 
most pitiful drivel ; but, when the plain facts are put 
down, it is hard to say that the reality does not vie in 
interest with a:ny romance that could be written. 

And so it was all over, and the heading and hanging 
began-mostly at Carlisle and London, with all the 
ghastly accompaniments of the English punishment for 
treason; and the name of Murray of Broughton, once. 
Prince Charles' right hand, became for ever infamous as 
that of. a perjured traitor who turned King's evidence: 
This time the Government would make a full end ; 
Balmerino, Kilmarnock, old Lovat (who really only got 
his deserts) and Francis Towneley were the most dis
tinguis~ed sufferers ; there were about eighty ·victims 
in all. Few pardons were granted, and .few forfeited 
estates ever restored. Highland dress was proscribed 
and the heritable jurisdictions were abolished. This 
was ·a really good job; these 'Courts of Regality,' over 
a hundred in number, had put the poor tenants too 
often at the mercy of .their Chiefs ; ~e all know the 
story of the woman who said to her husband, " Come 
awa' and be hangit doucely, and dinna anger the 
Laird." And the Highlands were depopulated. 

And ' it was far better ' ? Oh yes ! it was ' far 
better' (because it came to pass) that Britain should be 

' governed by a German boor than that we should ' suffer 
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Popery arid arbitrary power and wear wooden shoes'; 
we should, of course, have suffered and worn these things 
if King Jamie, the most gentle, tolerant, honourable 
soul who ever threw away a crown, had been restored. 
It never seems to occur to any one who argues ihus 
that it is an insult to the British aristocracy and to 
the all-powerful British Parliament to suggest that, in 
full Eighteenth Century, it could not have kept in order 
any King who ever strutted. King George was an 
infinitely more ' arbitrary ' man than King James ; he 
damned and cursed his Ministers to their faces ; he 
stole his father's will in order to cheat his sister of a 
legacy, and he treated his son with infamous cruelty. 
He would have entirely subordinated English to German 
interests ; but Parliament kept him and every other 
King in order as soon as it put its foot down. 

With the close of the ' Rebellion ' Scottish history 
is finally merged in British. The Episcopal Church 
was, by Acts of 1746, 1748, practically proscribed: 
though few of its ministers had taken overt part for 
the Prince, all had been at heart on his side ; the only 
two who followed his Army were executed. Some Non
Jurors kept a feeble flame alive till the death of Prince 
Henry, who died a Roman Cardinal, in r8o7; all had 
been steadily coming to use the English Liturgy, or a 
Prayer Book closely resembling it, since the death of 
Anne. Yet the Kirk, whose triumph seemed more com
plete than ever, reaped little fruit from it. Secessions 
had begun, largely in protest against patronage, as early 
as 1737 ; they were multiplying rapidly, and all were 
in the conservative direction, all were made because 
the Kirk was becoming too moderate, too reasonable ; 
because ministers were ceasing to hold forth for a 
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hundred successive sabbaths 1 on "•the. same text, as 
the old practice had been ; because· the . t:y:ranny of 
the Elders ~n Kirk Session was b~ing relaxed~ While 
the Seceders stood for the ·pure old Kirk of dogmatic 
Calvinism and the Covenant, the change in the spirit · . . . . 

of those . who remained went on apace, . and th~ .la.St 
half of the Eighteenth Centurywas .intellectually and 
socially the golden age of Presbyterian Scotland, in 
which she produced her really great men-'-Principal 
Robertson, Blair, Alexander Carlyle, Beattie, Re_id, 
Dr. John Erskine, men to whom dogma meant little 
and lofty morality much. It would no longer happen 
to any printer, who printed a work of a~y of these 
men, to come across 'God's Wrath' so .frequently 
as to exhaust his fount of the letter 'W' and be 
at last obliged to print ' God's VVr"ath.' The last 
capital sentence for witchcraft was executed in 1727, 
and the Acts against that 'crime' ·were repealed in the 

·year of the Porteous Riot. Education, it is true, was 
still backward, and the Act of r6g6 was a dead letter 
in many re~ote districts ; the salaries of parish school
masters were infinitesimal. But the passion of all 
classes for education was strong and growing. Most 
burghs had grammar schools, where excellent Latin 
was taught ; the Universities, which taught no Latin 
except by lecturing in it, monopolized Greek. Social 
life was, and long remained, curiously simple ; the 
friendship between rich and poor dwelling on ·the land, 
or in flats in the sanie house in cities, was maintained 
until the Industrial Revolution at the close of the century. 
Crime was remarkable by its absence; there were no 

1 Five years:of Sabbaths on the same text is believed to be 
' the record.' 
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highwaymen-indeed they would have earned a poor 
living. Years passed without an execution in Edin
burgh ; there was seldom a week without one in London. 
By Scots law seventeen crimes· were death-worthy, by 
English one .hundred and sixty-four. People hardly 
ever locked their doors, even in towns. Poverty :nd 
beggary were before every one's .·eyes, but pauperism 
was all but unknown ; the first rate for it was raised 
in Glasgow in 1770, elsewhere not till about i8oo ; in 
England, where wages were double, every fifth man was 
a pauper. The reason of the· difference lies in the 
kindly feeling between . all classes which was such a 
marked characteristic of old Scottish life. 

From the accession of George III. material prosperity 
increased too rapidly_ not to foreshadow some change 
in these beautiful conditions. The development of 
agriculture, forestry and commerce went on with giant 
strides. Banks were established in country towns. 
Rich East India merchants and Glasgow-Virginia traders 
bought land and cultivated it scientifically, and Scottish 
farming and gardening began to be held up as an example 
in England. Linen, woollen and thread manufactures 
flourished apace, the famous Carron ironworks, where 
grew the 'carronades' for Nelson's fleets, were opened 
in 1760, the Forth and Clyde Canal was opened in 1778. 
A few years before this James Watt had patented a 
noisy machine which he called a ' Steam-Engine' ; it 
was a more successful one than Prince Rupert's. In 
such a society as this Adam Smith, the father of Free 
Trade, wrote his 'Inquiry into the Causes of the Wealth 
of Nations,' and into such a society Robert Bums and 
Walter Scott were born. At the end of the century 
Glasgow counted go,ooo souls; the population ·of the 
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· whol~ king4om of ~cotland was one and a haH mill!ons, 
and the revenue had risen _in a hundred _years from 
£r6o,ooo to £8,r6o,ooo. 

Much,-however, wa,s going to pass away; the frugal, 
stern life, · the homely· 'Lallari '. t~ngue (the purest . . 

Teutonic dialect in the world), would vanish as riches 
and intercourse ·with other Nations increased. The 

· new landlords in the Highlands grew sheep and beasts 
rather than men;. ~nd the men had to go. Sergeant 
More Macalpin, returning covered With glory from. forty 
years' service in George lll.'s wars, was very apt to 
find, on his return to his native glen, 'the fires quenched 
on thirty }learths, and of the coJ:tage of his fathers but 
a few rude stones.' He turned his eyes longingly towards 
Canada, wliither all of his race seemed to have gone; 
he· even started on the journey; but, as we know, he 
never got farther .than GanderCleuch; and there, on 
many a Siibbath morning, we may believe that his heart, 
and sister Janet's beside him, swelled to the noble words 
of the Second Paraphrase:-

• 

-,··our vows, our prayers we now present 
• Before Thy throne of Grace, 

· God of our Fathers, be the God 
. Of their succeeding race I 



• 
CHAPTER VIII 

THE LOSS OF AMERICA 

KING GEORGE's IlL's character has gained, perhaps, 
some favour in history from the fact of his coming 
between his shocking old_grandfather and. his quite 

unspeakable so~. . Buy_th~ ~' e~ept 
w~oliti<:~ _'Yere concerned, George III. was an honest 
m.J!_n; unfortunately this is, in the case of a King, ;-big 

/"exception. Speaking and thinking wholly: in English, 
/ ~ith a passion for violent exercise, George- ~-private 

life sometgi[!g in him of the ty_P.ical John-BulL; his 
(astes were simple, economical, domesticated, and he 
was sincerely pious and r~ he loved, and to 
some extent understood farming, and he liked to make 
a good bargain over his pigs; he loved hunting, and, 
even when he became blind, loved long rides about 
Windsor Park with a groom and a leading-rein; he loved 
patronizing the poor, and he loved laying down the 
law to every one he met. In public, unless vehemently 
excited, he had some natural dignity; in private life 
none whatever. Unfortunately, both in public and 
private, he was often vehemently excited, and then he 
became rude or sullen. The history of his illnesses is 
obscure, but ~.ain that his excitability often 

borderg,d on ment~L Q.~ang~; on at least_two 
occasions, perhaps on four, temQorary insanitY' fol-: 

282 • 
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. . . . . . I 
:lowed, and in r8n he became finaUy insane-. But 
alwa){{ he had the oddest· manners, jthe most absurd 
hapits of :inquisitiveness, of rapid ij~lk and repetition
of his words; with a ' hey ? hey ? '! or ' what ? what ? 
what ? ' 'at the end of each senten6~. 

• . ' ' . . ! ' . 

. l!is. _mother;. fearing corruption,! for his morals, had 
ke.pt 'him very' <;lose to her side, knd his education had 
bee~1 much ·-n~gl~cted; he could' speak French and 
~erman, but knew nothing of the classics; of literature, 
history or art, ,though after a fashion he tried to patronize 
the~ all; . Hartdel's music he knew arid loved, but it 
was his only el~vated taste; one is glad to think that 
he could solace himself with th~ when he was old, blind 
and insane. Once on the throne he set himself to be 
an industrious King, in which capacity his natural 
stupiditY. made him lli!:Y absurd attention to trifles ; __ he 
wrote with. his own hand i:mmerous and very ungram.: 
matical letters to his Ministers on matters that would 
·better have been left to them. Yet in the course of his 
long reign he picked up a very considerable knowledge 
of mankind, and often, especially in matters concerning 
the Army, astonished the said Ministers by sensible 
suggestions and criticisms. He believed his own dis
tinguishing characteristic to be firmness ; others said 
that it was obstinacY:___ His personal bravery was un
doubted, and was splendidly shown on the several.occa
sions on which his life was attempted by fanatics. And 
when, in June, 1780, all his Ministers and magistrates .. 
quailed before a 'No Popery' riot, which put London 
for three days in the hands of a fierce mob, the King 

• saved his Capital by calling out. the troops and bidding 
them shoot. 

He was just twenty-two at his accession. He and -
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~his Queen Charlotte, a Princess of Mecklenburg, whom 
he married in IJ6r, set a noble example of purity at 
Court, but they brought up their children both stupidly 
and sternly ; the family circle at Windsor or Kew or 
Buckingham House was so dull, the rooms so bitterly 
cold and so Spartan in furniture, the family dinners •so 
invariably consisted of roast mutton and rice pudding, 
the family prayers were so awfully regular, that nearly 
all the seven of their sons who attained maturity escaped 
whenever they could, got drunk and ran after actresses. 
And both father and mother were cruelly unforgiving. 

When we turn to the Rex politicus we find a very 
different picture ; the stupidity remains visible, but the 

--·==-.......- - ------------honesty has. disappeared. It is commonly said that 
::::---..::..--- --- -

George Eroposed to himself the laudable end of breaking 
up the system of government· by parties, and that he 
very largely succeeded. The truth is rather that he 
set himself to break up the most powerful party in the 
State, that of the Whigs, which was already breaking 
itself up into sections and family groups ; and he ex
pected to succeed to the influence possessed in Parlia-

? ment and in the country by that party. In fact, he set 

\: imself to b~. fl .. e,c;.r1;¥..l~~j.e~ ~r-~ .. to .cr,~ate a p<gty for 
. im~rlf . .,.J:qJh~§)atter aim he had for about eleven years, 
mo-8r, some meas112!_ of success, and a kind of _new 
Tory party came into existence;~ the net result was 
that after his effort was spent, parties came back worse 

1 It must be remembered that until, and indeed long after 
the French Revolution had begun, all sections of English political 
leaders still called themselves Whigs; the name 'Tory' was 
revived, as a stigma for the party of the Government, about the 
year 1794. But historians generally_now speak of the '~i~g's 
~jL!7..zo-8z as ~ories, of North as a Tory, and, a!most 
always, of the younger Pitt, from 1793 onwards, as a Tory . • 



than ever, have been getting worse ever since and do ~ 
get v.isibly worse every day. The means by whichf\ 
~ King proposed to attain his end were the same 
means by which Walpole and Newcastle had purchased 
!9~ themselves majorities in Parliament and the good 
things of office-to wit, distribution of patronage in 
Church and State, in Army, Navy, Civil Service arid 
Court, even direct bribery in hard cash;_ all of which 
means it is bad enough for a' Newcastle, but unspeakably 
bad for a King to use. George III. did, in fact, at the 
very time when the better part of the aristocracy was 
revolting against this system;. stereotype and rivet it 
.!:!E,cin the necks of Englishmew ; for the Opposition, 
~ving nothing else to fight him with, fought him with 
~s own weapons. The .. only .difference between then· 
and now is _that ,party leaders now bribe with other. 
people's money instead of with their own ... George spent 
in. jobbery of this sort all his own Civil List (which 
accounts for the homely diet of his family as well as for 
the fact that his tradesmen usually went unpaid), and 
as much more as Parliament, which he repeatedly asked 
to pay large debts for him, would grant ; and so, in spite 

1
1 ~f h~s fr.ugp.litY-, he was one of the most exP-ensive KingE_ 

:l~~Qry. - . 
· What contemporaries in the first twenty years of the 
!eign saw, and saw often with a good deal of sympathy, 
was .a dogged effort of the King to get Ministers to 
his mind, and to choose them indepe~dently of part:y_ 

P.~on~ection~.. The dis.interest.ed part of the N~tion wa~ .. 
\deCidedly with the Kmg agamst the great Whig houses .. 

~ot-that the great Whig houses had governed altogether 
badly, but that they were becoming· ridiculous ; there 
were Russell Whigs, Grenville Whigs, Wentworth Whigs, 
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Pelham Whigs and ~avendish Whigs; just so many 
family groups. Each said, " I can't take office without 
my Friends "-with a big F. People looked at Mr. Pitt 
and said, ' Ah ! he was the man, he was independent 
of family connections.' It was true indeed that Pitt 
hated Newcastle and the old Whig family groups; ~ut 
he too had a family group of his own, the Grenville 
group, headed by Earl Temple. Whenever he was offered 
power, Pitt was obliged, like every one else, to say, " I 
won't come in without my Friends ; if your Majesty 
won't ' make room ' for them, I must involve myself 
in my virtue." What the Nation often, and the King 
at first failed to see, was that his choice of Ministers • must be determined by the willingness of Parliament 

{,.to support them; the King turned to man after man, 
\:to group after group in vain, until at last he began to see 

'that he must buy a majority in the Houses to SUI?J?..O~t 

the man of his choice; and from about '67..., whe!!J:he 
idea seems to have been suggested to him by_Jiepry 
Fox he set himself to do this. But, even when he had 
'got some sort of majority, and had got the Minister to 
his mind, he never seems to have been able to trust 
him, and continually intrigued against him or bullied 
.him into acting against his own judgment. Lord Shel
burne said that he 'excelled in the art of obtaining 
men's confidences and then availing himself of his know-

ledge to sow dissensions between them.' In the la~t ~{ 

resort he could alwa~s threaten to go mad if his wishes ' 
'.were thwarted. So, as for his methods, they were as 
detestable and as mean as they could be. , 

But as for his ends ? his political opinions ? and his 
prejudices? One is bound to confess that, good or bad, 
these were based upon the opinions and prejudices of 

• 
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the bulk. of his English subjects ... He and the Nation 
: kanted to coerce America ; we . can.not wholly blame 
fcither for losing it inst~ad: He and the Nation were 

against a· licentious ~ress, against mob. rule, against ti' 
' Wilkes and Liberty,' against a sweeeing Parliamentary / 

· reft>rm ; we cannot wholly blame either· ·for having 
thereby called Radicalism into existence; he and the 
Nation were against· justice tci Roman Catholics ; butt·j 
neither was clever enough to foresee that the refusal , 
of this would make Irish disloyalty permanent. And 
occasionally he and the Nation were most gloriously 
right. A weaker King and a weaker Nation might 
easily have coerced their aristocracy into making a 

. . . 

degrading Peace with the French Revolution. · 
Complex as the ministerial and parliamentary history.· ,. 

of the reign is, the great outstanding features of it are 
simple and few., In th·e~fi;;t t;~~y-three years come ;· 
the loss of America and ·the last war with Old France; 

fin the next ten the epoch of financial reform ; while, 
of the remaining twenty-seven, twenty-two are occu~ied 
with the struggle against New France and the Spirit ii1 
of Revolution. Through .the whole sixty years that 
other Revolution is going on which was to change Eng
land from a self-supporting agricultural country int~ ~~ 
the workshop of the modern World. Of politicians and 
their intrigues I shall say as little as possible, except in 
so far as they affect these great subjects. 

We have seen, in discussing the close of the Seven 
~ . . 

Years' War, at the end of a previous c~apter, how Pitt 
had gone . off in the sulks and how N e~castle had been 

. contemptuously dismissed. Bute, the '·favourite ' who 
succeeded to the Treasury, was a failure, and resigned 
in April '63, and so George's first serious Minister was 

·~J 
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Pitt's brother-in-law, George .. Grenville, a conceited,. 
industrious, solemn fellow, without a spark of imagina
tion, but a sound financi_er. The King probably thought 
that Grenville would prove .a tool, but found that he 
had got, instead, a master who gave ·him long lectures 

(?_on his duty. Grenville and the other Ministers managed 
r\ ~put themselves technically in the wrong, in the y~~r 

'64, by issuing a warrant of doubtful legality.!gainst 
a very clever and uns~rupulous libeller ·called lohn 
~s, Member for AylesburY!_ ~lio was a friend of 
Pitt's ally, Lord Temple. Wilkes denounced Lord Bute, 
the Ministry and the . Peace in a newspaper called the 
North Briton. The Kipg took up the guestion hotly, 

~nsi~t~d ...?l2~P.r~s~_p1hon of the libell~_r. At 
first it was mainly a couple of legal questions that 
were involved-whether the publication of a seditious 
libel is a ' breach of the peace,' or merely ' an act 

~
tending to a breach of the peace,' and whether a 
.'general warrant,' i.e. a warrant to arrest an unnamed 
pe~ or persons. is legal §Bt fr_om a pamphleteer 
Wilkes, who caught the ear of the Opposition, rap.i_d~y 

developed into a demagogue, a champion of unlimite_d 
press-licence and a '~artyr for liberty' ; all this 
probably somewhat against his own natural inclina
tions, for, though a man of profligate life, he had some 
of the instincts both of statesmanship and patriotism 
in him. Successive Houses of Commons, each mo_!~ 

and more under George's influence, persecuted and 
expelled Wilkes ; and "'their legal right to do this was 
more than doubtfu}.l In 'Z4 they gave up the strug~_l_e 

e-, 1 The House had perhaps the legal right to expel a Member ; 
but it went further and passed resolutions declaring Wilkes 
incapable of being re-elected. 
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:,and Wilkes was · allow~d ·to sit for Middle~ex, 'and 
"in '82 ·ali :the· pro~eedings ·.of the H6use against him 

G
¥ere. expunged from 'its}:·i~urnals .. The only real i'm
portance. o~ the guarrel,'apa:t from the legal guestlons 

" .E.Y.olved,. :IS · that ·:the excitement .of the popi.1lace 
"-~~in his· fayour, ·culminating -in '68 in very serious riots; 
: i' was orie. of· 'the . s:y.!!lltoms . of the birth . of modern 

Radicalism. I_I]. the height. of the Wilkes fever; London 
was . in a conqition · of fearful disorder; strikers as-· .. . . ~: 

sembled~ l.n P.ala.c~· Yard and threatened members· of · 
·both :ffouses; .and. tpere were furious fights between 
·sailors arid. coal;heavers on the river. " Mr .. Green's . . . . . . . 

·house," ·says 'Horace Walpole, ~,was besieged by the 

'

coal-heavers for· ·.nine haws, but he k·. illed ·eighteen' of · 
them;" From this time onward attempts to coerce the_ 
·Houses .by ' mons..ter petitions ' and by mob violence · · 
~-have never wholly ceased. . --

'il' But the real interest of Grenville's Ministry is .the·. 
beginning of the quarrel with the Colonies of North. · 
America. The prosperity of these thirteen 'Planta- : . 

. tions,' now. that they were freed from the fear of the 
French, naturally increased at a great rate ; arid the -
almost virgin field of Canada was just freshly open to 
their ' pushfulness.' And the richer they grew, the 
more absurd appeared the restrictions wh{ch the Naviga
tion Acts laid ~n their trade .. · Grenville, however, was 
reso~ved to enforce these restrictions, and in particular 

. ·:to put down the extensive system of smuggling ,to foreign 
_countries on which the New Engl~hders, especially those 
of Boston, were growing so rich. He also conside_red, · 
and in this he was by no means singular, that the Colonists 
ought to be ma.de to contribute, if not to the expenses 
of the ·late war, 'which had been fought largely on their 

VOL. III. 19 
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behalf, at least to the cost of their own defence in future. 
Accordingly he proposed to raise in British America 
a small sum of £roo,ooo by a tax on contracts called a 
' Stamp Act.' There was nothing new in a proposal 
to tax America; Walpole had rejected it; the g~eat 
lawyer Hardwicke had said long ago that he believed 
it to be legal ; the greatest living lawyer, Mansfield, 
refused to give any legal opinion on it. Some of the 
Colonial c;harters mentioned self-taxation as a special 
right ; others did not. The able young Lord Shelburne, 
at the head of the Board of Trade· in 1763, had been 
occupied' with schemes for ra1sing some contribution · 
from the Colonies ; b~ there was no special Secretary 
of State for the Colonies until 1768.1 

The Colonists would probably have refused and re
belled in whatever form the proposition was put to them. 
They never pretended to be grateful to the Mother 
Country, and they had never been really loyal to her. 
" Forty years ago," wrote John Wesley in I78o, " when 
my brother was in Boston, the general language there 
was, 'We must throw off the yoke of England; we 
shall never be a free people till we do so.' " If they had 
been left alone Americans might have gone on grumbling 
and absorbed in their own interests ; their politicians 
might have continued to breathe their lungs in petty 
quarrels with their Governors until some new grievance 
gave them their handle. But at the first grievance 
they would have been up in arms. As for a permanent 
garrison of British soldiers, which Grenville wished 
to maintain in America, the Colonists would none of 
it ; it would be used, they thought,_ to put down 

1 In 1782 this office was again abolished, and was not recreated 
until 1801. In the interim it was annexed to the War Office. 



DISLOYALTY OF THE AMERICAN LEADERS 291: 

,sill~ggling, and to. strengthen . the. very weak hands of 
the Governillent. The. proposed ta:k, they .. cried, vio
lated the. ' first prinCiple ' of gov .. ernme~t •. whiCh is ' no 
taxation without r.epresenfation.' Now this is cert~inly 
not thus a ;_principle.' of the British or of any other . . . - . . 

government, still less is it a ' Law of Nature ' ; it is, 
howeyer, a very good working basis of politic?, and any 
glaring violation of it is sure to raise an outcry. · But 
there were: p~e~ty of so~called Whigs, both in the: Old 
and New Worlds,· who were beginning·, unlike their 
ancestors of the Seventeenth Century, to app~al broad-:: 

• • . ir: 

cast to 'principles of government' rather than to 
Common Law rights. Yet if *ny real principle was 
involved it was 'that enunciated, in the very crisis of 
the rebellion, by Adam Smith, that Colonies ought to 
contribute ·to -the revenue of the ·Mother Country, and 
ought not ·to be retained if they don't. 

•. The majority of the Americans had certainly no wish 
~.to break the tie of Union; but a majority whose loyalty 
is wholly inert . is always at the mercy of a minority 
which speaks and acts with decision. The baleful skill 
with which the leaders of the revolt played their 
cards has seldom been equalled. The most disgusting 
hypocrite of the lot lis perhaps Benjamin Franklin, the 
Pennsylvania Q'uaker, who, with loyalty ever on his 
lips, patiently undermined in both Worlds the cause of 
the loyalists and of the Government, seduced Chatham, 
whom he visited in '74, with his glib phrases about 
the ' old ·Whigs of r688 ' and the like ; swore that his 
countrymen had no thought of separation at the very 
time that Col).gress was· in the making ; and, finally; 
negotiated the Treaty with France. The rant and froth 
about Natural Rights were left to Patrick Henry and 
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Jefferson ; the Machiavellian intrigues to Samuel Adams. 
Every molehill of maladministration was magnified into 
a mountain, and artfully shown off on a broad background 
of • principle.' 

The Stamp Act, passed in '64, was not to become 
law till '65, and the year of suspense let loose the fl~od 
of opposition in both Worlds. George was already in 
bitter quarrel with Grenville over a Regency Bill, 
and was trying to get rid of him; the great French 
Minister, Choiseul, was watching England • going to 
pieces in anarchy,' and praying that the anarchy might 
continue till the French Fleet was rebuilt. The Assembly 
of Massachusetts led t~e way in remonstrances against 
the Act, and the smuggling populace of Boston led 
the way in riots and sacking of Custom-houses. The 
Assembly of Virginia, more temperate but not more 
loyal, proceeded to organize ' constitutional resistance,' 
in the shape of a Central Assembly at New York, to 
which nine of the Colonies sent members, for the despatch 
of petitions to the British Government. They did not, 
we observe, ask for representation in the British Parlia
ment, which would have been the true solution of the 
difficulty ; indeed it is not strange that they did not, 
for their politicians would have been drowned and 
isolated in that Assembly. But it is strange that 
British statesmanship paid so little attention to this 
plan, . which was known to be in the air even before 
it was definitely proposed by Adam Smith, for it 
was a plan which would have made the Britain of 
our own days the centre of a world-wide Federated 
Empire, without the farce of 'self-governing Colonies,' 
which a:re in reality bound to her only by the 
weakest tie of sentiment-a tie incapable of standing 
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the strain of conflicting interests for any serious length 
of time. 

·Dis aliter visum. ill!, who had already in most 
unworthy fashion denounced the Peace of 1763, went 
back at once to the factious attitude of his earlier years . . . 
and thundered out a lot of splendid froth about' chains' 
and ' slavery ' ; but refused to take office when George 
dismissed Grenville. In despair the King turned to the 
Wentworth section of the \Yhigs, under the tame and 
stupid Lord Rockingham, who was perhaps bullied 
and perhaps frightened into repealing the Stamp Act, 
while passing an Act declaratory of the ' right ' of 

';J King and Parliament to tax UJ.e Colonies. This was , 
~ doing the maximum of mischief with the minimum of .. 

good. To the King this ' Old-Whig ' Ministry was merelY
a . stop-gap ; . it included the detested and now quite 
effete Newcastle (who didn't die till '68), the honest and 
shrewd Duke of Grafton, whose real insight was ren
dered useless by fatal indecision of c~aracter, and the 
highly honourable soldier, General Conway, as Leader 
in the Commons. But all the time the King was in
triguing against them and trying to set them at variance 
one with the other; all the time he was making over
tures to Pitt, at last (July, '66) successfully. Rockingham 
and Newcastle were dismissed ; Grafton became nominal 

. head of a Ministry in which Pitt, as Earl of Chatham, 
took the Privy Seal and was intended to take the real 
lead. The King had been alternately repelled by and 
drawn towards Pitt, but on the whole rightly believed 
the latter to be as much averse to Newcastleism as 
himself. He also thought that Pitt would find some 
means of conciliating America, but in this he was 
deceived. The new Ministry included Grafton1 Shel-
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bume and the great lawyer Camden, all of them, to 
some extent, political pupils of Pitt, and a brilliant 
but rash Chancellor of the Exchequer called Charles 
Townshend. 

Now it is true that the Colonists erected statues and 
named cities after Pitt and professed to adore hi~ ; 
true also that his lofty imperialistic imagination would 
have prevented him from passing a Stamp Act or any 
such folly. But, when it came to finding remedies for 
the existing tension, he was as much at sea as any one 
else. In his speeches he went very near to denying 
the Sovereignty of the Mother Country ; and he did 
actually deny the right to tax. But, on the other hand, 
his utter ignorance of law, logic and economic principles 
led him to maintain, in the same breath, the right to 
impose Customs-duties and to regulate American trade. 
The Whigs were on sounder ground when, by the mouth 
of their great political philosopher, Burke, who had 
entered Parliament as a protege of Rockingham, they 
upheld the right, but denied the expediency of all taxa
tion. Once in office Chatham seems to have neglected 
American affairs altogether, and to have devoted his 
attention to grand schemes, such as the assumption of 
the sovereignty of India by the Crown and the further 
humiliation of his old French enemies by a triple alliance 
with Prussia and Russia. When the latter scheme was 
spoiled by the cold astuteness of Frederick the Great, 
who had had ~nough of alliances with English party 
governments, Chatham simply took the gout and sulked. 
In fact, except in the crisis of a great war, this man was 
never fitted for office at all ; he flouted his colleagues, 
even when they were his devoted friends; quite as much 
as he had flouted Newcastle; he would be sole Minister 
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or nothing. So he became nothing, and wouldn't even 
answer letters. George kept him tlll '68 bec~use cif the 
magic of his name, and poor. Grafton. bore the· brunt 

'J of the work without any authority. over his. colleagues . ..., 
\The King got hold of Townshend, ot Townshend got. 

ho,d of The King, and, as '66 had been a bad financial 
year, they proposed a whole row of new, and irritating 
little taxes on America. Grafton, who had' opposed 
these taxes in the Cabinet, ostentatiously dissociated. 
himself in Parlia~e!lt from such measures ; but the 

, growing ·party· of 'King's friends' rallied to them 
and they were carried. The flame of agitation in . . 
America blazed up again, and the Assembly of Massa-
chusetts sent a circular letter t~ all the other Colonies. 
The Governor dissolved it, but, like the Scottish 
Assembly of 1638, it continued to sit, and this was . 
an act of flat rebellion. Soldiers were drafted into 
'Boston, ·'and,: 'in March,· '70, after enduring for eighteen 
months,: ~~~t:Y imaginable insult and cruelty from the 
1<!-wless mob, they shot i~ one' of the daily riots no less 
than three· persons. Boston gra;ely' put on mourning. 
and called it a 'massacre.' Meanwhile, Townshend 
had died in the autumn of '67, and Chatham had 
resigned 'a year later, the Wilkes riots, both in and 
out of Parliament,· being then at their height; gout 

f. and depres:i~~ vanished as s<?on as Chatham was relieved 
\'of respons1b1hty, and the House of Lords soon rang 

·with his thunders on the old theme of chains and slavery. 
Well might Choiseul congratulate himself on the endemic 
anarchy of Britain.' His Fleet \v<~:s nearly ready. He 
grab'fied at Corsica in '·6g, in the teeth of British protests, 

· ·just in~ t~me to enable Napoleon Bonaparte to be born 

~ · Fren:ch s~bject; and in th~ ·autumn of '7o he W% 

... 
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preparing to support the claims of Spain to oust Great 
Britain from the Falkland Isles, far away by Cape Hom. 
Chatham, reckless of consequences, cried out for war; 
but for the moment we were saved from war by the 
timidity of Louis XV., who dismissed his great Minister 
and erected peace-at-any-price into a system for file 
remainder of his reign. 

Grafton resigned in January, )o, and Frederick, 
Lord North, a descendant of Charles II.'s Tory Chan
ce1lor, was promoted from the Exchequer to the Treasury. 
He held office for just over twelve eventful years ; a 

\:man of charming wit and unfailing tact and temper_, 
perfectly disinterested and fearless, and perfectly in
different to popularity~_but continually yielding his 
own judgment to that of King George, and to that of 
the now compact body of 'King's friends,' who formed 

is best supporters in Parliament ; and it must be at 
nee admitted that he had also at his back the bulk of 
he Nation. But the best cards in his hand were supplied 

by the unscrupulous violence of the Opposition ; America, 
Wilkes, the City of London, the East Indja Company, 
Chatham, Burke, Shelburne, Rockingham, Old Whigs and 
New Whigs, all but a few of the Russell section-were 
soon in full cry at his heels, and their factious music 
disgusted all sober persons. Fox thought North 'the 
most accomplished speaker that ever sat in Parlia
ment,' and the Minister had the happy gift of going 
to sleep during the long, dull speeches of his opponents, 
and of waking up to answer them from notes taken · 
by an Under Secretary. He 'faced the music' session 
after session with great courage, and we may set 
down to his credit in home affairs the first ' Relief 
Bills ' jn the directiop of relisious tolera..tion for the 
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Roman Catholics (1778), and a further measure in 
favour of Protestant dissenters (1779). North was 
also the first Minister to profit by the 'lessons of Adam 
Smith, and he began the readjustment of the }?asis 
of taxation· by his Inhabited Hpuse duty (1778),· his 
st:mp Duty and his . tax on men-servants; 

But the American business was beyond him altogether ; 
f 2ersonally he disbelieved in coercion, and would rather # 

~have let the Colonies go than fight ·a Civil War; but 
\the King and the bulk of the Nation thought otherwise.''' 

N ortli began by taking off all Colonial taxes except· one 
on tea ; had he removed that too, it is just· possible the 
fire might have died down; tJle years '7o-'73 ·were 
comparatively calm in America, though Adams and 
Chatham, on their respective sides of the Atlantic, 
assiduously blew the flame. But in '73 came North's 
• Quebec Act,' ~hich was designed to extend the 
boundaries of Canada to the whole • hinterland ' of 
the Ohio and to the upper waters of the Mississippi ; 
a territory which the Colonists of New York and 
Pennsylvania already considered, and with some justice, 
to be their natural ground for expansiop. 1 And, in 
the same year, the East India Company was allowed 
to export its tea direct to America. This, which was 
really a benefit to the Colonists (for they got the 
tea ninepence a pound cheaper than if it had paid 
duty in England), was seized on by Adams as a 
• mean attempt to bribe . us into paying the tea 
tax . here.' In Boston harbour the Indiamen were 
boarded, and the tea thrown into the sea (December,_ 
1273). • North answered by Bills dosing the Port of 

1 North's Act was also denounced because it protected th,e 
Ca,thqlic reliS"ion in Canada, 
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Boston, revoking the Charter of the Colony, and em; 
powering its Governor to send the rioters for trial to 
~gland. The American leaders forthwith summo:Q~d 
all the Colonies to send delegates to a central Congres_s 
in New York; this met in September, '74, and at once 
attempted, though in vain, to incite the Canadi:ns 
to join in open revolt. Agreements were largely 
signed throughout America against the importation· of 
British goods ; and, but for the fact that the very 
men who signed them had taken care to ' dry up ' 
the British market first, by buying enough woollens 
and iron goods to last for many years, our trade 
would have suffered 

0
a very severe blow by these 

agreements. 

~ 
From that hour dated the suppression of free thought 

in America. A Radical has been well defined as a person 
who talks most loudly about the rights of the Sovereign 
People but is always most violent in preventing..--!Ee 
majority of the said peo2le from exercisin~. those rights. 
The large majority of the people of America did not 
want separation, and did want British goods; the 
Radical leaders would compel them to get the former 
~d go without the latter. No loyalist who dared to 
express his opinions was· safe from having his house 
burned and his naked body tarred and feathered. All 
through the struggle, and for ever after it, the American 
leaders showed their true nature by steadily refusing 
compensation to the sufferers by these outrages. Both 
in '74 and '75 strongly conciliatory measures were 
brought forward in Parliament, North himself carrying 
a motion that any Colony which would agree to make 
a voluntary contribution to the defence of the Empire 
should be for ever exempt from taxation. The Congress 
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utterly refused to listen even to . this ; it was,, lll . fact, 
busy collecting arms and' powder.·· North, ·though he 
had the country behind him, as the larg~ Gov.er~ment 
majority. returned at. the elections. 'of '74 had proved, 
and. though he had ,been plainly told by ·General· Gage, 

. •· . . . . . . 

who was in command at Boston, thaf.zo,ooo men was · 
the very lowest figure he would require, shrank till•the 
last moment fr~m any step towar.ds war. Not until 

. . . .· . . . 

the beginning of· '75 did he reluctantly send out Sir • 
Willi.a!TI ~owe with seven bat.talions, to reinforce our 
slender' garrison at ,Boston. ·Before Howe arrived the 
first blood had been shed, and our first repulse at the 
hands of the American Militia .liad been suffered at 
Lexington (April, '75). 

Howe, when he landed, found that a fresh Congress, 
in session at Philadelphia, was assuming Sovereign_ 
authority, calling on Ireland to 'throw off the yoke' of 
England and enacting coercive measures against any 
Colony that refused to join in th~ struggle. Under Howe 
were John Burgoyne and Henry Clinton ; all three had 
served with distinction in the late war, but Howe was • 
a bad selection · for tl?-e Commandership-in-Chief. The 
only way to end a Civil War is to fight it out like any 
other war ; but Howe, like some of the Parlia~entary 
Generals in 1643-4, seems to have dreaded 'beating 
the enemy too much,' and he had too much political 
sympathy with the Colonial cause. North had, in fa~t, 
none of the capacity of Pitt for choosing men; his 
appointment of Lord Sandwich to the Admiralty, and 
his infinitely worse appointment of Lord George Ger
maine (once, as Lord George Sackville, too well known 
at Minden) to the Colonial Secretaryship, would alone 
be enough to prove this. The man whom Congress 
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selected for Commander-in-Chief of the American Army 
was of a different temper from these persons. George 
Washington was no theorist, no ardent Whig (the rebels 
still called themselves ' Whigs of r688 '), but simply a 
patriotic gentleman of good Virginian family who con-

• sidered the Colonists to be right in resisting by force. 
He had the unselfish temper and the personal bravery 
of a hero of romance ; and to these he added a patience 
and a tact quite marvellous in the face· of endless diffi
culties and disappointments. 

When he arrivedat Boston in July, '75, the war had 
already begun in earnest ; Howe had been thrice re
pulsed in an attempt io clear a height that dominated 
the city (Bunker's Hill), and had only succeeded when 
the ammunition of the American riflemen was exhausted. 
Early in '76 Howe was obliged to evacuate Boston 
and to fall back on Halifax, whither he was followed 
by streams of loyalists and British officials flying for 
their lives. But on the other hand, an American 
attempt to invade Canada in considerable force under 
Benedict Arnold had been repulsed from the walls 
of Quebec by a mere handful of British sailors and 

- French gentlemen, to the immortal honour of General 
Carleton. 

Meanwhile the ' third Continental Congress ' at 
Philadelphia issued the Declaration of Independence of 
the 'United States of America' on July 4th, '76. Dis
cussions tending in this direction had been going on 
in pamphlets, pulpits, Assemblies and Congresses, ever 
since the Stamp Act ; and in the main they turned 
upon four points: (r) What is the origin of the 'Rights' 
of a People? (2) Do we Americans derive our rights 
from 'Nature,' or from the Common Law of England, 



OUR CHANCES OF SUCCESS 301 

or from the original Charters granted to the Colonies ? 
(3) If these Rights are violated, have we the corollary 
Right to renounce our allegiance to the Crown? (4) 
Have these Rights been violated ? In the Declaration 
we decide in favour of a 'Natural' origin of. our Rights, 
forl'l.fied by some assistance from Common Law; we 
decide unhesitatingly that King George has violated 
.these Rights in eighteen specified points ; and we invoke 
the action of the Convention of r68g to justi-fy our Right 
of Resistance. On these grounds we renounce King 
George and proceed· to pull down his statues. We do 
not mention his repeated attempts at conciliation, nor 
the savage acts of the recent reign of terror against 
loyalists and officials in Bostot . or elsewhere. Th~ 
publication of this Document made war on a serious 
scale inevitable, Let us consider the respective chances 
of, success on the British and. American sides. 

The peace establishment of our Army. was in 1776 
somewhat under 5o,ooo men, inclusive of garrisons in 
Ireland, West In?ies, Gibraltar and Minorca; that of 
the Navy, abol)t · zo,ooo sailors. In time of war it 
was reckoned. that we could just about double the 
Army and rather more than treble the Navy. 1 We 

; could also hire considerable numbers of Hessian troops. 
'.But ~o this last, as well as to the increase of our 
~ative Army, the Opposition in Parliament continually 

raised the old cry about an ' engine of despotism: 
Even reall_y intellig~t Whigs, like Horace Walpole, 
surpnsek.us by writing in their private letters, that 
they have no doubt that King George intends to 

t As a matter of fact, by the end of the war, the number of 
Seamen and Marines in the· Service had increased sixfold, from 
x's,ooo to uo,ooo. 
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abolish the liberties of England hy means of a Standing 
Army-in fact, that the liberties of England are already 

(./ as good as abolished ; whereas the truth is tl!~~f 

·\:'~ liberties were in a~ serious danger, it was~ 
from Horace's friends in Parli;;unf..l:Ji.J:ill:her than from 
- :,.Qt. -:-"""& • 

poor stupid George ... Recruits might also be raised, 
and were raised, among the loyalist Americans, and 
did good service ; but, on the whole, we never had at 
any epoch of the war much above 40,000 British 
soldiers across the Atlantic; brave men, led by officers 
decidedly superior, on the whole, to the American 
leaders. Clinton, Rawdon and Burgoyne were all men 
of real military merit, and Cornwallis afterwards proved 
himself a man of talent~ their plans of campaign, though 
constantly thwarted by the incompetent Colonial Secre
tary, who was continually sending them self-contradictory 
instructions, were well drawn; e.g. Howe's plan of 
holding the line of the Hudson, and so cutting off New 
England from the Centre and the South, was perf~ctly 
sound. But the lessons taught in the late war by the 
elder Howe, by Forbes and by Bradstreet, were wholly 
thrown away on tl}e British War Office; l;'h~mas Atkins 
was still an amorphous lobster, loaded with all the 
horrible rigidities of an intolerable uniform, and only a 
few independent companies, raised in the South during 
the later years of the struggle, were brave enough to 

!('.insist on clothing themselves sensibly. ( Finally, the 
~~~British Army, with all its valour, was the \onstant butt 

of ~ne of the fiercest campaigns of factious opposition., 
~-··· 

ever heard in Parliament. Even Chatham and Burke 
we_nt, and as far as one can see entirely from party and 
~elfish motives, quite beyond the bounds of legitimate 
criticism, while young Charles Fox, son of the arch-
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·jobber:) Henry Fox, and himself once a: Tory and follower 
of North's, ·spouted sheer treason and rejoiced over 
every drop .of British blood that was spilt like any modern 
Irish M.P .. Fox; 'a short, gross, fat man, with something 
Jewish !n hi';i;oks,' was the ablest debater of his own . . . 

or any other d~y. "Burke's mind," says John Courtenay, 
·" was electric, and on the least friction poured ciut a , 
stream of intell~ctual light ; but he took . fire by his 
own motion, and w~s often . 'consumed by his own 
splendou11," and hence the bad taste which disfigured 
many of his speeches. Is it to the credit of the Whigs 
that they adopted for their .ordinary party colours 
the 'buff and blue,' which was the uniform of the 
Ametican rebels ? J • . 

· America was ha: dly better equipped for the struggle. 
Her two best generals were, in fact, General Space and 
General Time;· it took three months to get question 
and ariswer across the Atlantic. Her three millions 
of people were sc~ttered over an area so vast that no 
European Army could conquer them, and still less could 
one hold them if conquered : their bases of resistance 
were everywhere ; our basis of attack was on the sea 
alo~e ;, if for ~ moment the control ~f~ that. was lost 
our Armies must be cut off in detail. That was what 
eventually happened. Of the American gener~ls, Arnold, 
the ablest, turned· traitor, Lee was at heart a traitor, 
Gates was wholly incompetent, Nathaniel Greene alone 

· wa~ a considerable strategist ; all perpetually intrigued 
against Washington. The heart of the Colonists was· 
hot in the struggle at all; the thirteen States had no 
bond of union, and wished for none. · Congress did not 

,show itself worthy of the authority it assumed ; it was 
a:n· assembly of selfish jobbers and ranter?, and would 
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neither feed, clothe nor pay its Army properly; it was 
profoundly jealous of the great man whom it had placed 
in command of its troops ; it would not allow him to 
enlist men for the whole period of the war lest ' a military 
spirit ' should spring up. Each State, moreover, raised 
a little Army of its own for local defence, and the ~hief 

· aim of each was to keep the main American Army far 
from its borders. When that Army was victorious the 
local Militia swarmed to its aid ; when it was likely to 
be defeated the local Militia dispersed. To the Colonial 
side belongs the discredit of first calling upon the Red 
Men to come to aid (April, '75), and the pious mission
aries of New England were the agents in the job; but 

• in July England followed suit, and the employment of 
the savages was soon quite avowed on each side. The 
British reaped the greater benefit therefrom (and there
fore the greater obloquy in history) because the Indians 
knew well that it was the British Government alone 
that had tried to protect them against the Colonists. 
Probably at no time did the whole American forces 
seriously outnumber the British, though they were 
nearly always in greater force at strategic points. The 
danger really was lest the revolt should collapse of itself, 
and it was very nearly doing so in the last moment of 
the war when victory was at hand. 

Now it seems to me that the British Government might 
well have listened to Chatham upon one point. That 
mighty hooked nose of his was for ever snuffing the tainted 
gale that blew from Paris; that France was about to 
take advantage of our extremity was to him a certain'ty. 
If she should do so the whole plan of campaign in America 
would have to be modified, and our true policy wouid 
then have been to confine ourselves to a naval blockade 
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of the C~lonial coast and to the occupation of one or two 
str~tegic points on that coast. But in grasp of foreign 
politics North, and in the direction of wq.rfare Gen~naine, 

· .. were Ministers of, let us say, almost Gladstonian in com"' · 
:."petence ; and they ·not only turned an entirely blind eye 
·;.to 1<-:ante, but proposed to i~volve the British Army in 
~at least three separ;:tte sets of operations in America. 

' The main effort was to be made, and rightly, on the line·. 
·of the Hudson river, whi~h was to be occupied both fr~m 
New York and from Canada; but atthe same time naval 

"""' . expeditions were to be sent to raid the coast towns, and, 
before either of these had borne fruit, the Southern 
Colonies were to be occupied in great force. Howe 
indeed began well, and c~mp~led Washington, early 
in the autumn of '76, to evacuate New York;· this 
ac~omplished, he ought to have thought only of effect-

. ing· _ his junction with Burgoyne, who was to come 
down the Hudson from Canada as quickly as possible. 
Ins_tead of keeping his eyes on thi~, Howe spread him- · · 
self widely into New Jersey, ai:Id began to threaten 

· Pennsylvania, with the idea of frightening away the 
members of Congress .. Washington hung all the -winter 
on his flank in New Jersey, and in December defeated 
his left at Trenton ; and it was not till the following 
August that Howe succeeded, after beating him at the 
Brandywine river, in occupying Philadelphia. Mean
while Burgoyne had started from Canada in July, '77, ~ 

and recaptured Ticonderoga, Gates and Arnold slowly 
ret,reating before him. Lo and behold! when he got 
info American territory, there was no Howe to meet 
him. In such circumstances Burgoyne, harassed by 
douds of Militia at every step and accompanied by a. 
preposterous baggage-train, could barely make fifty miles 

. VOL. III. 20 
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a , month ; when he reached Saratoga he found his 
communications cut behind him, On October 6th he 
decided to retreat; ten days later he surrendered with 
4,8oo starving men. 

The effect of this disaster was far greater in Europe 
than in America, and it was greatest of all in Fra~ce. 
Louis XV. had been dead over three years ; and French 
society, released from his leaden weight, was all alive 
with the anticipation of a golden age. The dull and 
amiable young King was a cypher, but Vergennes, the 
last statesman of Old France, was at his elbow, a man 
with a talent for Coalitions. The charming Queen was 
for ever asking news of 'our good Americans,' 'our dear 
Republicans,' and dan~ng on a 'volcano, beneath which 
the grim dwarfs were even then forging republican blades 
for that queenly· neck. The darling of Paris society, 
Beauma;rchais, in the intervals of writing comic opera, 
was going round, hat in hand, for subscriptions for the 
dear Republicans ; and these, with arms and volunteers, 
were being secretly smuggled across the Atlantic. In 
June, '76, Silas Deane arrived in Paris as an agent of Con
gress, and, though officially refused, was secretly given 
200 cannon and 25,000 stands of arms. In December 
Franklin himself arrived, and became the lion of the 
hour. "What a spectacle! " as Mr. Carlyle says, " the 
sons of the Saxon puritans, sleek Silas, sleek Benjamin, 
here on such errand among the light children of Heathen
ism, Monarchy, Sentimentalism and the Scarlet Woman!" 

. All through '77 English ships were sporadically picking 
up contraband French cargoes on their way to America: 
in July Vergennes demanded their restoration, and began 
to man his ships at Toulon and Brest ; and, at the news 
of Saratoga, France hastened to conclude (February, '78) 
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:··a_ Treatf.of-Cornmerc·~ and· a defensive Alliance ~ith the 
:.·United States of Ameri~a. If England shall declare war 

' .. · . . '. \. . . . 

· on.':France, tliis Alliance shall·becom'e offensive. America 
shall in future liv~ on Frendi manufactures instead of 

.·.on Engli~h ('·a splendid stroke for us,' thought the woollen 
'we~~ers of Rouen and the silk weavers of'Lyons-they 

. iittle knew the wily Yankee 1).1 America shall not touch 
. the French West Indies ; but France shall touch as many 
of the English' West Indies as she can get. There sha~l · 

. be no truce·or peace with Britain without consent of both · 
parties· to this contract. In the same year France pub-

. lished to Europe a Declaration in favour of the rights of 
Neutral Powers trading· at sea. ·why should England, • because she happens to have a big Na:vy, stop you Dutch-

. men, you Swed~s, Russians, Prussians, from trading 
where yQu please even if you do carry gunpowder to 
Boston? Why should she call ship-timber, pitch and 
· eveii.corn ' contraband•of war ' ? And to Spain Vergennes 
said, ' Come I quick ! let the house of Bourbon present a 

' solid front to the insolent Islanders.' · And, in '79, ?pain, 
who perhaps might have remembered that her own vast 
·colonies were not without commercial grievances against 
~er; and that those who live in glass houses would .do 
well t.o r·efrain from stone-throwing, lumbered into war; 

• ' 1. After the Peace of 1783 Adam Smith's predictions were largely 
··vei-i.fied. He had strongly denounced the monopoly of the Colonial 
trade which Britain reserved to herself, and said that, without 
.that mo?-opoly, we should proba_bly retain all the American 
trade; and so it proved. No Commercial Treaty was concluded 
between B~tain and America till 1794, and the Treaty of 1778 
with· France was not actually annulled till 18oo, but after 1783 
it was a dead letter. The Americans naturally turned to their old 

· correspbndents in Bristol and London and bought British goods 
as before the war. 
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and in 1780 Holland followed suit, and the Northern 
Courts signed a document called the Armed Neutrality, 
declaring that they agreed with Vergennes and would 
no longer permit Great Britain to search their ships 
at sea. 1 

Sick as the old Sea-Queen was of an acute attack of 
inflammation of the Parliament, this Coalition woke some 
of her leaders to their better senses. Chatham's last 
breath was expended (r778) in denouncing France as the 
one foe to be fought by land and sea, and the task of 
openly supporting the enemies of his country lay thence
forth almost wholly on the shoulders of poor Fox. The 
actual assistance afforded by France to her Allies on the 

• American Continent was, in mere numbers of men, not 
very great. Twice the French Admirals succeeded in 
throwing at critical moments on to the coast a few 
thousand excellent troops, who, by the way, behaved 
throughout the struggle with a discipline and a self
restraint which contrasted very favourably with that 
of the British at this period, and still more favourably 
with the behaviour of French soldiers in Europe during 
the wars of ·the Revolution. It was, however, rather 
by diverting the British Fleet to home waters, and, in 
company with their Spanish Allies, to the West Indies, 
that France really saved the situation for America. If 
at the beginning she had also sent a powerful Squadron 
to the East Indies she would have done even better, 
but this she omitted to do till IJ8I. And, long before 

1 Little came of this. Katharine, Czarina of Russia, knew the 
value of British markets for her Empire, and after some diplomatic 
fuss the other Northern Powers danced to her piping. Holland 
was more dangerous to us as a Neutral than as an enemy; she 
had been the main carrier of American produce during the first 
part of the war. 
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any French Fleet arrived in American waters, Washing
ton had passed through a terrible whiter (r777.:..S) at 
Valley Forge near Philadelphia, where, bulldog-like, he 
held out against cold, starvation, desertion, intrigue arid 
neglect, while Howe was idling away his time in such 

• gaieties as the Quaker City could afford. In May, )8, 
Clinto!_l took over Howe:s command, and fell back upon -. 
New York with, the intention of trying the Hudson 
Valley plan again ; and, while collecting forces for this 
purpose, he kept his men awake by frequent raids to 
his left in the direction of Virginia. Then the French 

'Admiral d'Estaing, who ought never to have been allowed 
to escape from Toulon, was skil,fully prevented by our 
Admiral Lord Howe (brother of the General) from forcing 
an entrance to New York, and was obliged to sail away 
to the West Indies. Lord Howe had really done well; 
he was in force considerably inferior to d'Estaing, and 
he, ' saved the situation ' for two years to come. But 
then Germaine's orders induced the fatal mistake of a 
division of strength. . In the autumn a fresh British 
force arrived by sea and seized Savannah, the Capital 
of the Southernmost Colony, Georgia ; Clinton went 
in '79 (also by sea) to strengthen it, and captured 
Charleston early in r78o; he then returned to New 
York, leaving Lord Cornwallis and Rawdon to reduce 
the vast and hot provinces of the two Carolinas, where 
they had to meet in Greene a strategist of great merit. 
The British won a victory (over Gates, not over Greene) 
at Camden, but suffered serious reverses at King's 
Mountain and Cowpens-the latter in January, 178r. 
But the permanent occupation of the South would 
have done little to crush the Northern centres of revolt 
unless Virginia also could be subdued, or unless Clinton 
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could keep touch all along the coast line with Com
wallis; and Clinton, having never abandoned the idea 
of reoccupying the Hudson valley, found himself unequal 
to the dual task. Yet, while Clinton was absent in the 
South in 1779, Washington's Army was so shockin~ly 

neglected by its paymasters that it was able to undertake 
no serious operation in the North ; the cleverest of his 
lieutenants, Arnold, was preparing to betray the key of 
the Northern position (West Point) to Clinton, when his 
treachery was detected and Clinton was forced to look 
Southwards again. 

The end was not far off. All '79-'So the British Fleet 
was more and more cilled away to the West Indies, 
and was soon to be called away to the East Indies too. 
Six thousand more Frenchmen had escaped the un
vigilant Admiral Graves and landed on Rhode Island, 
that is, in Clinton's rear. A glance at the map will 
show how the great estuaries of the Delaware and other 
mighty rivers cut up the coast, how protracted any march 
along that coast must be, how easily defensible are the 
lowest possible points of river-crossing, and therefore how 
completely the Generals depended upon instant and 
intelligent co-operation of the Navy. Twice Cornwallis 
started Northward to get in touch with Clinton; on the 
former occasion (March, '8r) he just won a desperate 
battle over Greene at Guilford, but had to fall back to 
recruit ; at last a junction with one of Clinton's raiding 
parties was effected in · Virginia, but the Frenchmen, 
Fleet and Army together, were hanging on their flanks, 
while our Fleet was 'refitting' in New York. De Grasse 
brought three thousand fresh French troops; Washington 
and the French General Rochambeau hurried to join 
them with every man they could levy. The result was 
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at Cornwallis, with 7,ooo men, was blockaded, on a 
arrow peninsula at Yo~ktown, b~th by land and sea. 
ood from the "West Ind1es and Chnton from New York 

strained every nerve for relief, but Graves' Fleet, after 
bei~g once beaten off, found itself, on· its second arrival, 
a week too late. After less than a month's siege Corn
wallis capitulated on Octob~r rgth. "Oh God ! it is all 
over," said· Lord North when he heard the news; it was 

·indeed a disaster almost unparalleled in British history. 
We hastened to evacuate the Southern Ports, and in 
r782 New York alone remained in British hands .. Hardly 
another shot was fired in America, and only the pledge 
that Congress had given to France prevented the im-• .. 
mediate conclusion of a Peace between Engiand and the 
United States. England had in fact missed her one 
chance in r778: It was then that Lord North ·vainly 
implored George to allow him to resign, and to substitute 
Chatham ; and. it is just possible that Chatham might 
have saved to us a nominal tie with our Colonies by with
drawing all troops from· America, beating France into 
complete surrender at sea, and then turning to the 
Americans and abolishing all vexatious laws, even the 
Act of Navigation. But even so he must have given, or 
procured compensation for the loyalists, and to that the 
rancorous American politicians would never have assented. 

Lord North~s Government had been tottering long 
before<• the Yorktown disaster ; of his East Indian and 

?Irish troubles I shall write in other chapters; the · 
•.' Irish Question,' wJ&sh has wrecked so many Govern
'-ments, now first became a burning one, and was of itself 

enough to upset a stronger man than Nor~~: The Whigs, 
New and Old, were also raising a fierce cry for·' economic . 
reform' ; they profoundly resented the successful·cor-
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ruption of their darling electorate and their darlin~ 
House of Commons by King George, for they naturally 

(?, wished for a monopoly of that corruption for themselves.' 
•( One of their cleverest leaders, Mr. Dunning, produced 

and actually carried in rz8o a motion " That the influe~~ 
of the Crown has increased, is increasing, and ought to 
be diminished" ; very_plain speaking. Their great orator 
Burke thundered in many like words. The slender 
Catholic Relief Bill of 1778, which freed British subjects 
who said Mass from the penalties of high treason, pro
duced a frightful outbreak of mob violence in London, 
which was headed by a madman called Lord George 
Gordon. The mob and even the authorities had got a === ...... -- . c. 
strange notion that the employment of troops was illegal 
until the Riot Act had been read ; it takes an hour to 
read this invaluable document, and no magistrate could 
be found to risk his life for an hour. The King was 
probably as ignorant of the real law of the case as his 
mob or his magistrates; but he had undaunted courage, 
and he bade his soldiers shoot, law or no law.1 And so, 
after four days, the mob was dispersed at the cost of 
several hundred lives, twenty-nine ringleaders were 
hanged, and ' more people were found dead in the streets 
near empty brandy casks than were killed by the musket
balls.' When a mob next occupies helpless London, 
perhaps with a more specious and ' philanthropic ' cry 
than 'No Popery,' let us hope a King will be found as 
plucky and as sensible as stout Farmer George. 

1 We know at last, from Professor Dicey's explanation of the 
case of Rex v. Pinney (r8JI), that it is the legal duty of every 
subject, whether civilian or soldier, to maintain order at all 
costs, if necessary by gunpowder, whether the Riot Act has 
been read or not. 
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And, b~sides .these disagreeable interludes, North had 
got a league of Spain, France and Holland against him 
in the Old World as well as in the'New. The maritime 
war that ensued has one great interest from the' fact of 
its havirig been purely a maritime war. A lesser states
m:n than Vergennes might easily have allowed European 
complications to tie his country's hands to her Eastern 
frontier; ·and perhaps a greater statesman than L~rd 
North might have stirr~d up troubles there for France. 
The French Fleet now numbered eighty sail of. the "line, 
ship for ship of deGper draught, better model and greater 
weight of broadside than the nominal hundred and fifty 
of. the British ; Choiseul had se~ on foot a special for:ce 
of ten thousand 'seamen-gunners,' and there was no 
difficulty ·in manning the French Fleet with excellent 
sailors and skilled superior officers ; what it lacked was . 
good lieutenants and ensigns. The Spaniards, when they 
joined in; could contribute sixty 'ships, by no means in 
a state of high effici~ncy. The numerical superiority 
of the . British counted · for very little in view of the 
enormously wide distribution . of our forces that .was 
deemed,necessary.1 Apart from the East Indies, which 
had little influence on the rest of the struggle, though· 
the fighting there was most fierce . and glorious on both 
sides, there was the American coast to hold, the West 
Indian trade to be protected, .Gibraltar and Minorca to 
be defended, the home waters to be guarded against 

1 As the war went on it became increasingly difficult to man 
the British Nary, in spite of the fact that the pressgang was 
continually at w:ork. An amusing instance of its methods is 
noticed in .the shape of a fully rigged ship on land at Tower Hill; 
the simple countryman visiting London is invited to walk on 
board and inspect it, and immediately finds himself pressed for the 
·Navy (r78Z}. 
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invasion, and, after r78o, those tiresome Neutrals in the 
Baltic to be watched. Although we practically with
drew from the Mediterranean and left Minorca to its 
fate, we tried to keep to all the other points, and the 
result was that our strategy was from the first both • 
defensive and defective. And for this Lord Sandwich 
must be held mainly responsible. We should have done 
better to abandon America, withdraw our Squadron 
from the West Indies and follow Hawke's old plan of 
watching for the big Fleets in the Bay of Biscay and 
at the entrance of the Straits. On the other hand, 
the Allies, strategically on the offensive, made in the 
execution of their straJ;.egy a series of shocking mis
takes, which ultimately left us victorious. Over ·and 
over again-,-in the Channel, off Gibraltar, in the West 
Indies-they were in considerably superior force to 
detachments of the British Fleet, but the more they 
looked at each detachment the less they liked the 
task of attacking it. Every battle they fought was 
a defensive one. Every French Admiral, d'Orvilliers, 
de Guichen, d'Estaing, de Grasse, committed this fault, 
and it was not a fault that could be committed with 
impunity against men like Hood, Rodney and Howe ; 
against a Hawke or a Nelson it would have spelt utter 
ruin and annihilation. On the other hand, they did 
immense damage to our commerce; they picked up West 
Indian isles with surprising skill and vigour, and, at the 
critical moment, as we have seen, they saved Washington's 
Army and the independence of America. As for the 
Spanish Admirals, they hardly counted at all; and the 
objects of the Allies, though they combined bravely to 
besiege Gibraltar, were by no means one. France pre
ferred to seize Windward Islands, while Spain naturally 
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thought most · of• recovering Jamaica, and also busied 
herself with overrunning her old possession of Florida; 
which had little effect on the campaign as a whole. 

The war began :with an indecisive battle, between 
Ad.miral ·Keppel and tpe Frenchman d'Orvilliers,. off 
Ushant in July, '78, in which neither side took a 
single ship; and from that time for nearly a y~ar 

there was no serious fighting in European waters. War 
was declared on Spain in June, '79, and a powerful 
French and Spanish Fleet appeared in the Channel 
shortly afterwards; but, though a real coast-terror was 
established and prizes made of many merchant ships, 
neither battle nor landing was.., attempted ; it seemed 
ratlier as if France had anticipated Napoleon's idea 
of wearing England down by striking at her commerce. 
Spain, however, at once began to blockade Gibraltar 
from the land side, and, as the Government . had 
neglected to provision it adequately, the Rock under
went, in this, its fourt~ siege, great hardships. One 
thing, however, was done; a real hero, George Eliott of 
Stabs, afterwards Lord Heathfield, a born engineer, a 
man. who had been in every fight since Dettingen, and 
withal a Scot, a vegetarian and a w~ter-drinker, was sent 
to 'defend it, and his three years' defence is one of the 
most glorious events in our history. The first relief 
was afforded to him by another hero of the late war, 
Admiral George Rodney, who, on his way to the West 
Indies in January, '8o, took or sank nine out of eleven 
Spanish ships in a fearful storm off Cape St. Vincent, 
threw large stores on to the Rock, and even managed 
to send a convoy through the Straits. to revictual Port 
Mahon in Minorca, to which also Spain was now turning 
her attention. Again, a year later, a great. combined 
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Fleet under de Guichen failed to intercept a much smaller 
force under Admiral Darby, who brought a second relief 
to Gibraltar, then being heavily bombarded. De Guichen 
thereafter showed himself off Torbay, fifty strong to 
Darby's thirty; it was madness on the part of the Frenc;h
man not to use this ~uperior force ; yet, after cruising 
in the entrance to the Channel for some five weeks, he 
withdrew without even having cut off our West India 
trade-ships, which had been his avowed objective. So 
passed the year '8r; and, though Minorca, after a strait 
siege of six months and a long blockade, fell in the fol
lowing February, the undaunted Eliott still kept his flag 
flying. The greatest effCi"ts were, however, made by the 
Allies in the summer ; and in September an immense 
and miscellaneous armament was gathered all round 
Gibraltar-a mighty battery of three hundred guns on 
the Isthmus, ten great rafts or floating batteries firing 
red-hot shot (a new invention) from a hundred and 
fifty mouths, three and thirty thousand men, eighty gun
boats and sixty ships of the line-all against a starving 
garrison of seven thousand, and all in vain. Eliott con
trived to set fire to the floating batteries, and they blew 
up with fearful loss all in one day ; the moral effect 
of his resistance was tremendous, and in October Lord 
Howe, by superior seamanship and superior daring, 
reinforced and revictualled Gibraltar, under their very 
noses. This last relief practically closed the war in 
Europe, and Rodney had already practically closed it 
in the West Indies. 

You will remember that in the summer of '78 Howe 
had frustrated d'~staing's attempt to take New York 
by sea; by November the Frenchman had gone to the 
West Indies, just in time to see the English Admiral 
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Barrington sei.ze the very important post of St. Lucia, 
yet not toq late to fight him, had he been minded to do 
so. But d'Estai'ng preferred to pass on, and to add St. 
Vincent and Grenada to· Dominica, whi~h had. already 
been seized for France by Marshal Bouille. This occupied , . . 
most of the' year '79, and, early in 'So, de Guichen suc-
ceeded to d'Estaing's command, while Rodney, fresh 
from his triumph over the ~paniards, came with a 
loose sheet to the theatre of war with which he had 
been so familiar in r76r-2. Rodney at his best was 
one of the most naturally brilliant seamen England 
ever produced, and utterly fearless as to assuming 
responsibility and as to acting without orders, but he .. 
was sixty-seven years old and in shocking health, a 
bitter enemy of the .First Lord (Sandwich), an~ only 
appointed to a command thus late in the war by 
the personal insistence of King George. De Guichen 
did indeed escape him in the spring of- '8o, but it was; 
because Rodney's captains failed to understand his 
signals, which were for concentrated action on a particular 
point of the hostile Fleet-a manceuvre to which our 
Navy was not then accustomed. 

On receiving the news that Holland was now included 
among our enemies, Rodney fell upon the rich Dutch 
islands of St. Eustace and St. Martin, and seized . 
enormous booty there ; they had been the great depot 
of contraband goods.1 

. He also sent Sir Samuel· Hood. 
(afterwards Lord Hood) to blockade the greatest o:t; the 

1 "St. Eustace," said Rodney, ''did England more harm than 
all the'arms of he:renemies, and has alone supported the American 
Rebellion." But he committed a grievous mistake in staying too 
long at this Island instead of flying at de Grasse when he arrived 
on the station. ' 
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French Windward Islands, Martinique, which had always 
been a nest of privateers. Early in ;8r ~ppeared a 
new French Admiral, de Grasse, who, after skilfully 
effecting the relief of Martinique, passed on, without 
attacking Hood, and seized Tobago. On receiving news 
of the dangers threatening his Am~rican Allies the 
Frenchman hurried, in July, to Chesapeake Bay, and 
was absent from the West Indies between July and 
October, helping to finish off Lord Cornwallis at York
town.1 Rodney's health had obliged him to return to 
England for a few months, but, when de Grasse 
returned to the West Indies, Hood, though in far 
inferior force, managed to keep him busy till Rodney •· reappeared in February, '82. The French and Spaniards 
were ~ow making great preparations for the reduction 
of Jamaica, and Rodney was resolved to prevent their 
junction at all costs. It was off the little Islands called 
' the Saints,' between Dominica and Guadeloupe, that 
the two Fleets at last met in a pitched battle. Rodney 
on April rzth repeated his novel and daring tactics 
of breaking the enemy's line at two separate points, 
took the French flagship with de Grasse on board, and 
four more first-rates, crippled the rest very severely, 
and then, most unaccountably, omitted to follow up his 
victory. 2 Hood thought, and said openly, we ought to 
have taken twenty instead of five ships. But the French 
ViTest Indian efforts were spent, and there could be no more 

1 De Grasse hau twenty-eight sail of the line off Yorktown. 

2 'Our Chief he lay quiet, with good ships around him, 
Some willing to move, but-the devil confound him
He made no signal to chase, nor would ret others go ' :-

So wrote one of Rodney's captains, Cornwallis, who aftenvards 
kept the great watch at Brest for two years before Trafalgar. 
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thought of attacking Jamaica. Then, a Whig Govern
ment having come into power, Rodney was recalled,. 
not for letting de Grasse escape him while he dallied at 
St. Eus~ace' in IJ8I, not for failing to take twenty French
men i!l·tliis last battle, but for being a Tory ! 

A.nd the war came to an end, not because the French 
Navy was destroyed, for, except in the last battle it had 
hardly suffered at all, but because the French Exchequer 
was empty, and because North was quite ready to give 
the Americans their independence. It was not, however, 
North but a new Prime Minister that began to treat for 

'.Peace. General Conway, an 'Old Whig;' successfully 
~·carried, in February, '82, a motion in the House of· 

Commons against continuing the•war in America, and, in 
March, North, in spite of the King's entreaties, resigned. 
George made no. allowance for his difficulties, rou.ndly 
told him he was deserting his post, and then vainly tried 
to induce the 'New Whigs,' or followers of Chatham, to 
form a Ministry under Lord Shelb.urne. But Shelburn<;: 
was averse from this for the present, and told the King 
that he ~ust take all the Whigs he could get, New and 
Old, and that of such an Administration only Rockingham 
could be the head. Rockingham, Shelburne, Camden, 
punning, Grafton, Conway, Fox and Burke, with Keppel 
as First Lord of the Admiralty; did indeed represent a 
powerful combination of Whig groups, but the King 
kept in one Tory, the intriguing Lord Chancellor Thurlow, 
and by his means sowed abundant discord among his . 
servants. And, like other ' broad-bottom ' Ministries, · 
this one was ·singularly weak in action, especially after 
the death of its.nominal head, the stupid Rockingham, 
in July, '82. Indeed its main efforts were concentrated, 
not on making Peace either with France or America, but . . 
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on Irish and East Indian affairs, and on economic reform. 
Mr. Burke brought in a Bill for abolishing a lot of sinecure 
offices and other means of corruption, but in effect, the 
whole thing was whittled down to a saving of [:zo,ooo a 
year, mostly by mean economies in the King's Household. 
Rockingham was succeeded as Prime Minister by stel
burne, whom, in spite of his abilities and his plausible 
manners, no one, and least of all King George, really 
trusted. Fox and Shelburne had already quarrelled 
badly over the terms of the coming Treaties with France 
and America ; each in fact had appointed his own 
negotiator at Versailles, an¢. Vergennes and Franklin had 

/l. cajoled them both. So, on Shelburne's appointment to 
J\the Treasury, the leading' Old Whigs,' including Fox and 

!3urke, r~gned, an_?~_at the age of twenty-th~.Wi!!ia!fi 
Pitt, second son of the late Lord Chatham, became 
Shelburne's Chancellor of the Exchequer; two other 
young men, Henry Dundas of Arniston and William 
Grenville, subsequently to be Pitt's right-hand men, 
now first entered the Ministry. 

It seems to have been an honest Ministry; and one 

tJ. which might have concluded a satisfactory Peace. 
If\' Shelburne was at least a man of ideas, a free trader and 

~ reformer of all real abuses, without being at this time 
in the least a Radical ; even in after years he defended 
Warren Bastings, whom Tories and Whigs alike immolated 
on the altar of party ; he fought tooth and nail, in the 
American negotiations, for the cause of the loyalists 
against the unctuous rancour of Franklin ; and it was 
he 1 who now once more prevented the· cession of Gibraltar . 

1 At least, so said Shelburne, but there is some evidence the 
other way. Pitt certainly fought hard against the proposal to 
cede the Rock. 
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m exch~l}g~ for som~:. trumpery Wes.t India island ot 
other; the King had· beef! quite ready to cede-it. But 
what is th'e use of an honest Ministry: i( two political. 
parties, not a month ago bitter ~nemies, sridderily coalesce 
against it in the Hous~ of Commons ? This was what 
happened, . to the amazement of the world; in the. spring 
of '83, before any definite,. Peace had been signed. On 
February 14th Fox, out" of mere personal spite to Shel~ 
bume, sudd~nly asked·for_a private interview with Lord 
N'orth ; . arid, ·to the eternaJ. disgrace· of the latter, the 
two laid· their heads and their ·.followers together, and · 
carried a vote of censure on th"e Ministry. No principl"e 
whateve~ was involved; only t_he most barefaced want 
of principle . on the ·part of b~th the . criminals. King 

·George's Jury may easily be imagined, but· Shelburne was 
obliged to resign op F~bruary 24th, and, as the Kirrg 

· refused for t~o months to have anything to say to the 
conspirators, t~ere·was, 'until April, no Ministry in Eng
land. Then at last George gave way ; under the no~inal 
headship of the Duke of Portland, Fox. and North, as 
Secretaries of State, divided the spoils of office and the 
fruits of bribery ; and it was this Government that con
cluded the final ' Treaty of Versailles ' in September, 
1783. By this Peace Great Britain ceded three of her 
gains of 1763, namely Florida to Spain, Senegal {on th~ 
West African coast) and Tob~go to France; two of her . . . 

. recent acquisitions, Goree and St. Lucia, also to France; 
and, worst of all, one of her precious gains of 1713, Minorca, 
to Spain.· She recovered the other West Indian isles 
that France had taken-Grenada, St. Vincent, Dominica 
and St. Kitts. •She allowed Dunkirk to be fortified. 
With America a prov~sional agreement had been con
cluded nine months before, and this was now incorporated 
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in the Treaty; England renounced the policy of North's 
Quebec Act, and gave the whole Ohio and MississiJ>pi 
district to the United States ; she admitted the Americans 
to a share in the Newfoundland fishery, and accepted a 
vague unguaranteed promise that Congress would restore • 
their landed property in America to ' such British sub-
jects as had not borne arms' ; this was all that was 
promised to the suffering loyalists, and not an acre of 
this was ever restored. A charming story, current at 
the time, may fittingly close the history of the Thirteen 
Colonies. Vergennes was entertaining at dinner, on the 
night of the signature of the Treaty, Mr. Richard Oswald 
and Mr. Benjamin Frjnklin, the plenipotentiaries for 
the respective Governments of Great Britain and 
America; and he, as in duty bound, proposed the 
health of his own sovereign "Louis XVI., who, like 
the Sun in Heaven, illumines, etc., etc." Finding the 
role of the Sun occupied, Mr. Oswald, in proposing 
George III., could only compare him to the Moon (who 
rules the tides and so rule& the sea) ; whereupon 
Franklin rose-and one can forgive even Franklin much 
for it-and added, "And I give you the health of 
George Washington, who, like Joshua of old, said to 
the Sun and to the Moon, ' Stand ye still,' and they 
obeyed him." In truth the best laurels reaped in this 
unsatisfactory contest were those which adorned the 
brow of George Washington. 

• 
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THE PILOT 

KIN.G~GEOR~E;§.,E.QPJ:I1¥ltY""~.lthJ!~lP~J?~.19J!!J:he 
Y~:<i~~J:7~3,_,J,,., .... The .. Coalition of Fox and North .was such 
a manifest attempt to secure the spoils of office for mere 

. personal and"' party ends that its leaders were rightly held 
to have forfeited all claim to honour· and consideration, 

. . 
and the King, by refusing them all private audiences, by 
refusing ·to create any Peers for them, and. by limiting 
himself to the barest official communications with them, 
took a line that commended itself to all reasonable men. 
If he took advice from any one at this time· it was from 
Lords Temple and Shelburne, and perhaps . from Lord 
Thurlow, who still remained Chancellor, as he had been 
under North, Rockingham and Shelburne. George made, 
however, at least one overture to young Mr. Pitt. 

The Coalition, when in, did nothing even ostensibly 
Whiggish; it had come in on a vote of censure on 
Shelburne's Peace negotiations, but then proceeded to 
conclude Peace, as we have seen, exactly on Shelburne's 
lines. As for 'Economic Reform,' the old cry of Fox 
and Burke, it did absolutely nothing, and the only great 
measure it produced was a Bill for the better government 
of India, which we shall discuss in another chapter. On 
this Bill it was wrecked. Its great n{ajority in the L~wer 
House enabled it of course to carry anything there, but 
the King used his personal influence to procure the rejec. 
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") tion of this India Bill in the House of Lords. In doing 
\ so he undoubtedly violated a ' Convention __ ()f th~ C~m

stitution' and one of the oldest Privile€"es of Parliament, 
according to which the Sovereign may not ' take notice 
of any proceeding depending in either Hou~~· i.e. ~ot 
until such proceeding is presented to him in the form of 
a Bill for his acceptance or rejection. ' Conventions of 
the Constitution ' are, however, matters liable to variation, 
and to various interpretation from age to age, and most 
of the Privileges of Parliament are mere 'Conventions.' 
George violated no Statute ; and, as he ' could do no 
wrong,' it would have to be presumed that some other 
person had done the wrong by advising him to act as he • did. Fox ought to have impeached some person-say 
Temple, Shelburne or Thurlow-for giving the King 
advice to violate Privilege of Parliament; had he felt 
strong enough he would probably have d?ne so. But, 
directly the India Bill was rejected by the Lords, the 
King contemptuously dismissed his Ministers and gave 
the Treg,u_;y_,t.Q. y.QQgg Williarp ~itUDecember, __ I283). 

Pitt took office in that month with a large majority of 
the House of Commons against him, and did not dissolve 
Parliament until the following March; in doing so he and 
the King violated, in the most open manner, another 
Convention of the Constitution,1 and showed thereby 
that such Conventions can be successfully violated. It 

1 Namely that a Minister who has a clear majority of the House 
of Commons against him ought to resign office. There are, it is 
true, two recent instances of a newly appointed Minister confront
ing a hostile majority in the House of Commons without at once 
dissolving, but in each "case the dissolution has•been deferred only 
to suit the convenience of the electors, not that of the Ministers. 
Perh~ps it may even be argued that, in 1784, no such Convention 
existed. 



WILLIAM PITT'S MINISTRY 325 

is always a dangerous game to play, for the electorate 
may·refuse to condone the Minister's action at the next 
election. It was a very dangerous game to play then ; 
though he was Chatham's son the Minister was quite 
ureknown outside Parliament, and the King was mainly 
known to his people as a jobber of Parliaments. But. 
the Coalition was detested; and it played its cards very 
badly in trying to prevent a dissolution, the very thing 
which at first; when the unconstitutionaJ action was fresh 
in men's ·minds, it oug!_lt to have courted. Pitt, on his 
side, played the hand superbly; the ·majorities against 
him diminished day. by day as the fury of their leaders 
grew more fierce ; and, in Marc"b-.. a general election not 
only condoned but endorsed in the heartiest manner 
the violation of the two Conventions. ·One hundred and 
sixty followers of Fox and North lost their seats, and 
the Prime Minister entered; in the twenty-fifth· year of 
his agei on his eighteen-year-long tenure of power with 
a vast majority at his back. The 'Whigs by their factious 
conduct had condemned themselves to an exclusion froni 
Office that was to last for almost half a century. 

To pass judgment on William Pitt is, for a writer so 
ill-equipped with knowledge as myself, a frightful task, 
especially when I reflect that the history of his times 
yet remains to be written. To criticize him severely, in 
view of what he did for Britain, would be like attacking 
the character of Queen Victoria. Perhaps no man ever 
gave his life so wholly to his country and gave his life 
so wholly for his country: And the tragedy of that life 
is awful; he seemed born to lead us in. the pleasant . . 
paths of peace, retrenchment and moderate reform, in 
which shepherding he showed a skill that has never been 
equalled ; when we were at the acme of the prosperity 
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which he had given us and he at the height of his fame, 
the French Revolution burst upon him and us, blew all 
his plans to the winds, drove him to be a reactionary 
in spite of himself, and killed him at the age of six-and
forty, in the darkest hour of the fortunes of Europe, 
which he had thrice armed against it in vain. 

In private life and to his few intimate friends Pitt was 
the most lovable and playful of companions ; in public life 
the coldest and haughtiest of colleagues and Minister~; 
in both public and private integ~r vitce scelerisque purus 
beyond all other statesmen. How with his upbringing 
he escaped being a prig and a molly-coddle it is diffi
cult to understand. Chatham had trained him from his • infancy to be a parliamentary leader, and above all an 
orator; his earliest pleasure was listening to his father's 
sonorous declamations in the Lords. But his natural 
gifts and his devotion to duty took him far beyond the 
scope of any training which Chatham could have de
vised for him. He went to Cambridge at fifteen with 
a tutor and, for he was very delicate, a nurse. He be
came a finished Greek and Latin scholar, one of the best 
of his age ; he became an orator far less dramatic, but, 
because of his rooted common sense, infinitely more 
persuasive than his father; a parliamentary leader of 
unrivalled power and grip, a past-master of all leg.:~,l 

and constitutional lore,~a!_ld, above all, a financier of 
supreme ability. Yet, as Machiavelli would have 
said, the ' times were such ' that a year of Chatham
Chatham the reckless spendthrift, the turgid declaimer, 
the impossible colleague, Chatham the King-tamer,1 the 
France-hater, the galvanic inspirer ot subordinates-

1 That Chatham was always ostentatiously humble in the King's 
presence cannot blind us_to_the fact that he tamed George II. 
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might have annihilated the hydra of the French Republic. 
in its i_nfancy and saved England twenty-three years of 
war and six hundred millions of debt. . 

From his first entry as Premier Pitt towered above 
~is colleagues: And in truth they were not very tall men~ 
Lord Rosebery speaks of them as ' a procession of orna
mental phantoms,' mostly in the Uppe·r House. They 
were untried, if not wholly unknown men. · Pitt very · 
wisely would have nothing to do with Shelburne, a p<;>iitical 
Jonah whom no one trusted, though many of Shelburne's 
brilliant ideas remaihed with him. Henry Dundas, 
though he 'enjoyed the singular felicity of not speaking 
English,' was an able debater and Pitt's best ~upporter · 
in the Lower House. William ~renville was an able man, 
a scholar even superior to Pitt himself, in middle life 
a true patriot . and a real European statesman, but 
cursed with fearful pride, with still more fearful temper 
and with a Whig family connection and tradition, which 
obliterated, at the most critical moments, every dictate 

·:of honour and gratitude to his leader. . Thurlow remaine_d 
Chancellor till '92 and. was an element of weakness in 
the Cabinet, as he was always ready to intrigue with 
the King or with his lesser colleagues.- It must not be 
supposed that George, on taking Pitt as his Minister, 
turned over a new leaf and gave up jobbing ; far from 
it; he kept a party 'of King's friends' in the House as 
long as he kept his reason, and he spent at every general 
election large sums in bribery. He thwarted Pitt on 
many occasions, and we can well believe that he never 
appreciated or liked his great Minister. But he kept 
him in office s!mply because the one alternative was the 
detested Fox. As Lord Rosebery well says, George's 
letters to Pitt resemble ' those of a man in embarrassed . 
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., circumstances to his family solicitor.' So, on nine occa
sions out of ten, the King's friends received their orders 
to support Pitt and obeyed them. As for Pitt himself, 
not only was his whole life a protest against parliamen
tary corruption, but he had no need of its aid. 1 If ~ 
was on the whole not ill supported by George, he 
was infinitely better supported by all the enlightened 
classes of Great Britain. This is not to say that he 
was uniformly successful in carrying his measures. His 
majority was by no means a united body. On several 
great questions, such as his presci~nt dread of the grow
ing powe~ of Russia, his excellent measure for a better 
scheme of representation, his wise commercial policy 

. . 
towards Ireland and America, and his zealous advo-
cacy of the abolition of the Slave Trade, he sustained 
defeats, or only received lukewarm support. But these 
defeats would only have been temporary, and this support 
would no doubt have become sufficient, had the fifteen 
years of peace, to which in 1792 he so confidently looked 
forward, been granted to him. For the Nation, under his 
wise guidance, was becoming more enlightened every day. 

His financial policy was extraordinarily successful, 
and may be briefly summed up. As Adam Smith's 
scholar-" we are all your scholars," he said to him at 
a dinner party in '87-he realized that a greater revenue 
may be obtained from a low dut.Y.,_ypon any_given article 
than from a high one, for this will not only increase con
sumption but will cut at the roots of smuggling, which 
only the high duty makes profitable. The smuggling 
trade was then at the height of its prosperity, and Pitt's 
systematic reduction of duties on every im•port of luxury, 

1 Indeed his financial reforms destroyed the most potent of its 
orig-inal sources, the enonno-qs nqmb~r of ~,>inecqr~ ofijc~i?· 
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especially upon tea, wine and tobacco, swiftly ruined it. 
He carried with ease the substitution, in the case of 
these articles, of an Excise duty for a Customs duty, the 
effort to carry which had so nearly upset Walpole in 
1433. H~ carried with equal ease the great Customs 
Consolidatiqn Act, prcividing that all payments of duty 
should he made on one set of schedules and t6 one Ac
count at the Bank of England ; and thus he enormously 
reduced the cost of collecting the revenue. He con
tinued to widen the basis of taxation on the lines on 
which North had begu~ to widen it, e.g. by his introduc
tion of duties on probate_ of wills and legacies.' and by 
his numerous little and little-felt taxes, such as those 
on men-servants, hair-powder ~nd the like. , He insti
tu.ted a Sinking Fund on a far sounder basis than 
Walpole's, for the reduction and ultimate abolition oi the 
N~tional Debt. Finally his great Treaty of Commerce 
with France in 1786, by. which England was to admit 
French wines, oil and brandy, and France to admit British 
woollens and hardwares, on the lowest possible scale of 
reciprocal duties, marked the first step towards open 
Free Trade ; and the Treaty was accompanied by wise 
political provisions for the protection in each country 
of property belonging to subjects of the other.1 The 
result of a:ll these great measures was that in eight ye:;~.rs 
Pitt s~:w the ' Funds ' go up from 57 to g6 ; the Debt of 
250 millions reduced by ro millions ; an· annual deficit 
of three millions converted into an annual surplus, in
creasing at compound interest and devoted to the further 

1 Fox of course denounced the Treaty, and, by an astonishing 
volte-face, called the French, now that they were the friends of 
his own country, 'our natural enemies.' However, they soon 
went to war with us, so that he was again able to regard them as 
}}is friends. · 



330 TOWARDS FREE TRADE 

reduction of that Debt ; the accounts of the Nation, for 
the first time in history, properly kept and properly 
audited ; the revenue increased from twelve to sixteen 
millions, and both exports and imports increased in 
the same proportion. All this represented a prodigious 

• amount of labour over statistics, in which he was well 
assisted by William Eden, Lord Auckland, Charles J en~ 
kinson, afterwards Earl_ of Liverpool, and his own cousin 
William Grenville, afterwards Lord Grenville. 

Among his successes the great East India Bill of 1784, 
mainly the work of Henry Dund<ts, will be treated else
where ; elsewhere also will be treated the greatest of all 
his measures, in which, owing to the jealousy of English 
merchants, he suffered \ cruel defeat-his scheme for 
perfect free trade with Ireland. With .A;erica too he 
desired perfect free trade, and this he might have carried 
but for the jealousy of the West India merchants at 
home, who refused to open the West Indian. markets to 
the United States. We can hardly. reckon his Slave 
Trade policy among his failures, for, though he failed 
to abolish the infamous traffic, he never ceased to look 
towards that goal ; the Bill of 1788 was the first Bill 
that regulated and mitigated the horrors of the trade; 
he was defeated on the motion for immediate abolition 
in 1792, but gradual abolition would have undoubtedly 
been carried a year or two later but for the war, which 
adjourned all reforms; 1 the wisest of the 'abolitionists,' 
Wilberforce, believed in him to the last. 

He was defeated also upon another great subject 
1 It must be remembered that the French Republicans tried to 

excite slave insurrections in our West Indian.islands, 1794, and 
that the massacre of the whites by the slaves of San Domingo, 
1791, was not calculated to soften the feelings of white men 
towards blacks. 
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6('. upon which his heart was set-such an improvement 
'\of the representative system as is commonly called a 

'Reform Bill.' This he had twice brought forward-in his 
first years in Parliament, and he moved it again in 1785. 
~t was a hereditary task; Chatham had prophetically 
talked about the, necessity for the House of Commons 
reforming itself, 'or it would be reformed with a 
vengeance from without.' No more fitting task could 
be conceived· for a peace Minister in quiet times. The 
anomalies of the old representative system were ludicrous, 
and were a fruitful source of corruption. The ancient 
and honourable Borough of One-vote returned, on the 
nomination of the Duke of Rottenburgh, and . by the 
mouth of its free, fat and• dependent burgess Mr. 
Christopher Corporate, two Members to Parliament ; 
and hard by was the populous City of No-vote. The 
Borough, as readers of Peacock will remember, stood in 
the middle· of a heath, and consisted of a solitary farm, 
of which the land was so poor that it would not have 
been worth the· while of any human beiqg to cultivate it, 
had not the Duke found it very well worth his to pay 
his tenant for living. there, in order to keep the honour
able Borough in existence. Mr. Christopher Corporate, 
in giving his vote for his tw:o Members, did, in fact, elect 
a three-hundredth part of the Legislature; and was the 
'quintessence and abstract of thirty-three thousand six . ~ 

hundred and sixty-six people.' 1 Such anomalies were 
perfectly well known; there was ·Gatton, and there 
was Old Sarum, for which last the ·elder Pitt himself 

1 Peacock's fi~ures were slightly out, both as to population and 
as to numbers of the House of Commons, even at the date at 
which 'Melincourt' was written (181]), but I have not thought it 
worth while to vary them. 
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had once sat, and for which the extreme Radical, John 
? Horne-Tooke, was one day to sit. More than one-third 
~~of the Lower House was returned on the nomination of 

a few territorial magnates. F-ecently the King had 
acquired a substantial number of boroughs. Instancee; 
of bribery and corruption, as flagrant as those of 
some Guardians of the Poor in modern London, had 
occasionally been exposed; the Mayor and Corpora
tion of Oxford had been in prison for it in r768, 
and, while there, had effected a successful sale of their 

• votes. Sudbury had put itself up to auction to the 
highest bidder. In England there were about 300,000 

electors in a population well over seven millions; in 
• Scotland the proportion was even more ridiculous-e.g. 

in the County of Bute there was the one famous elector 
who elected himself. One does not need to multiply 
instances, but it is obvious both that the Members failed 

rto represent their constituents and that the Constituencies 
failed to represent the Nation. t The sY.stem has been 

u-defended upon various grounds, never more strangely 
~ than by Burke on· the ground of its ' sacredness,' and 
::.V£y Canning, in later days, on the ground of its 'elas
~icity.' But the best defence, and it is, in fact, a suffi
~.cient one, is that it secured, as no democratic system 
\ever can secure, the representation of the intelligenc(! 

of the Nation. J'he nomination boroughs afforded the 
only chance for young men of ability without family 
connections to enter Parliament. Burke, both Pitts, 
Canning and Gladstone, were all nominees of great 
men. The last of these maintained, in the hearing of 
the present writer, that England was • never better 
governed than in the last age of the old unreformed 
Parliament. People are too apt to forget that all real 
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substantial reforms proceed from intelligence alone, 
that intelligence is always in a minority, and that 
Democracy sacrifices not only intelligence but all the 
reforms that can only pr~ceed therefrom, in _order to 
maintain itself and to split political power into frag
m~nts more and more minute} . · 
(A great impulse had . been given to the idea of a 

reformed _system at the time of the Wilkes riots, when 
it became the fashion to g~tition Parliament; on this \i 
and other subjects, on a great scale. Wilkes himself 1 

had .brought forward ~ very sensible Reform Bill. All 
sorts of kindred ideas were in the air-::-e.g., could con-0 
stituents interfere to control the votes of their elected 
~resentatives ? .. Mr. Burke had lost his seat for Bristol 
for protesting against the novel and disastrous doctrine 
that they could. But Burke, great political philo
sopher as· he was, was a bad advocate of a cause, and 
had gone out of liis way to defend even the rottenest 
system of rott~n boroughs; fL t~uc~ not," he said, "the 
venerable fabnc of the ConstitutiOn " ; and the Old 
Whigs followed Burke at t~is time, for they well knew 
that their strength lay in ~he rotten boroughs. Pub"'(' 
licity or secrecy of debate! was another much vexed 
question. In 1772 the Hou~e had embarked on a long_ 
quarrel with certain printe~s who published accounts 
of the debates. There was! a 'Strangers' Gallery,' to 
which shorthand writers ocbasionally got admission by 
paying the doorkeeper a kuinea per session, but it 
was always. liable to be cloked at the demand of any 
member. Another favouritJ subject for discussion was 
the duration ~f Parliameni~ ; Chatham · had thought t{• 
th.at corruption would be mi~igated by a Triennial Bill ; 
the Duke of Richmond was always moving for Annual 
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Parliaments. The franchise was another such subject; 1 
was the 1 forty-shilling freeholder ' to be for ever th_~ 

sole dee,ository of it in the Countie? ? were the strange 
anomalies, according to which it varied in almost every 
Borough, to continue? Even the want of gravity Jn 
that august assembly the House of Commons, was a 
frequent subject of criticism; an intelligent German 
visitor was shocked, in I782, to see honourable Members 
stretched out on the benches, cracking nuts and eating 
oranges. Clearly 1 Reform ' was \n the air.. 

Pitt, whose Bill of I785 was defeated by seventy-four 
votes, seems to me to have got the thing by the right 
end. His immediate pro_posal was to disfranchise thirty
six of the rotten Boroughs, and to add their members 
to the County constituencies and to London. With the 
franchise he did not propose to deal at present, except 
that he would admit copyholders, still a fairly numerous 
rural class, on the same footing as freeholders. But 
the real merit in his scheme is that it included a system 
for a gradual, almost an automatic transfer of repre
sentation from the less populous to the more populous 

Q, constituencies. !!~th~ been carried__, accompanied 
f\·by an equalization (not a loweri_~g) of the fr<l:I_lchise,l 

the grea!est evil of th~ nineteenth centu~y,. ' Reform 
with a vengeance from without,' the baleful no~k,JJ:J:n,. 

of ever~t agitator an(:f demag_£gue, would have been 

1 The franchise was already too low ; a freehold worth forty 
shillings a year had meant something adequate in the reign of 
Henry VI. ; it meant very little now. All the Reform Bills and 
Redistribution Bills of the Nineteenth Century would have been 
harmless, and even beneficial, had they not beet. accompanied by 
successive lowerings of the franchise, each of which necessarily 
meant more and more the supremacy of the ignorance over the 
intelligence of the Nation. 
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avoided. But Whi s and 'Kin 's riends' combined to 
defeat the measure; no one in the C[binet except Dundas . 
shared Pitt's views, and Pitt was never able to bring 
it forward again. "One does not ebuild one's house," 
~aid Mr. Windham, " in the hurr11• cane season " ; and, . ' 
from 1793 till death, Pitt was tryi g to erect temporary 

'?barricades against the worst hurricane in history. The 

\
Cause of Reform, with a big C. lnd a big R., passeg 
into the hands of the ver~p~le \ho were tr,Y.ing to aid· 
the French in pulling down the hoJse about Pitt's e~rs-
Fox, Grey, Bedford, N~orfolk, Ersk1~e-blind and deaf to 
all considerations of national defende and national honour, 
if only they could glut their .vengeance on the hated 
Tories. In season and out of seaslon they insisted on it, 
as they insisted on every measure t~at could hamper Pitt 

-a~d they never could get fifty v}tes in the~r favour) 
P1tt has been ,freely blamed byjl many wnters for ·not 

resigning office whim he sustained this and other defeats, 
for not making them, as would mow be said, ' Govern
ment questions.' He has been/ accused of truckling 
to the King, as North did, of clinging to Office for its 

? .. own sake. Those who argue th&~ forget that the· old 
\ ' corrupt ' and aristocrat~c Hous~ of Commons was a . 

body with a far more inde12endemt will of its own than 
a modem one;· ind~]:2e.ndent boJh of the Minister who 
led it and the electors who el~ct~d it;_ its . majority 
ardently wished Pitt to continue to lead it, but did 
not, therefore, bind itself to adcept all his measures. 
They forget also the temper of the Nati~n. 

Ask the Nation what it felt a~d feared in the crisis of 
I 

the Regency Bill-November, 1788, to March, 1789. On 
. I 

Guy Fawkes' day George III. had an attack of insanity_; 
it might or might not be permatent, but the worst was 
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feared. The only possible Regent was the Prince of 
Wales, afterwards George IV., a man of scandalous life, 
reckless extravagance and bitter enmity to his father and 
his father's friends. It does not speak well for Fox and 
some other Whig leaders that they were hand-and-glove 
with this abandoned young man, whom they had taugtt 
to gamble, race and drink; Fox had been, in fact, his. 
first corrupter; Lord North had stood, even after the 
Coalition, steadily aloof from him. It was certain that 
if the Prince became Regent he would dismiss the present 
Ministry, and instal Fox, if for n~ other reason, at least 
to spite his father. Pitt, therefore, proposed to create 
him Regent with certain restrictions. These restrictions 

• were that he was to create no Peers and grant no pensions 
or places except during the King's pleasure, and that 
the Queen was to have control of the King's person 
and household. Obviously this did not mean that the 
Prince might not dismiss Pitt and instal Fox, or any 
other Minister he pleased ; indeed, Pitt made full pre
paration for his own dismissal, and intended to resume 
his practice at the Bar. But the restrictions would 
ensure that, if the King recovered, he would not find 
all Pitt's work of economic reform upset, and the old 
jobbery of the Oligarchy restored. Fox took the line, 
extraordinary in a professed ' Old Whig of 1688,' that 
the Prince of Wales had an inherent hereditary right 

' to the Regency as, in the case of his father's death, to 
: the Crown. Pitt, exclaiming that he would ' un-Whig ' 

Fox for the rest of his life, showed that the Crown alone.Jrl 
is hereditary, the Regent a person for the Houses to 
appoint and to_ limit as they pleased. Pox shifted his 

.-lltOit,-.:.~""' 

ground, and declared that the Prince was willing to 
wait till the Houses nominated him Regent, but fought 
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hard against' :the. ~estrictio s: The City of London, 
and· indee'd the \v:hole yOUn y, was in·,,.utter terror at 
the prosp~ct of ~o?i~g· ·its. ·dar ·ing Minjster: and of ~eeing 
the 'corrupt '.old ·gang' ~eve ling i~ the 'spoils of office 
and puttjng.:. the'~ clock hac· . . Thurlow ·b~trayed Pitt 

· a,h~ ·,intrigued >\vith _·Fox a d the ·Prince., . _By mid
F~bru~ry the Bill w~s all rea y, arid a ·Commission had 

... . . . .~ . . 

'been prepared to._affix t~e- Grefat·Seal to the Act creating 
a~d limiting the Regent ; F X thought. ' we should be .. 
in ;)n i f~rtnig!lt.' But alre dy. the King's symptoms 
_were better, an~ by ~rch rthe was well; the jq~ of 
the Nation was almost Jrantia. George had never oone 
anything half· so. popular as Ito Gome to his senses at 
that crisis'; and 'he professed 1~d occasionally showed a 

good deal of gratitude to Pi~f; :but _it w_~s ~ot till '92 . 
. that the latter was able to d1sm1ss the tra1tor Thurlow. 
·.The ~ear '91: ~as·marked b; a~ exc~llent Catholic Relief 

Bill, which went 'a good deal fadher. than that w):nch North 
· ·.had ·.accepte~·in r7J8, and by \the.' Quebec .~o~ernm~_nt 

Act, grantmg a rp.oderate measure of representahve . 
gover!lment · to ~hose. ·loyal folonists, the Canadians, 

,.In the spring of: 'gz.' Pitt; in moving his Budget, which 
greatly reduced' the expenditure· on the Army and 

. Navy, made the ·astonishing s~atement that 'there had · 
· never .been a time· at which ~reat .Britain could more 

. I 
confidently look forward to fiff.een years of peace.' 

An astonishing statem~nt f'ndeed. For, alas! the 
picture of this golden age h s another side. Pitt's 
foreign policy had hitherto bee as wise as his domestic. 
His great Treaty with France jad buried, it seemed for 
ever, the tom~t'J.awk_ \r!lich his father had been so 'fond 
of wielding agairist our ' natu al enemies.' Our inter
course with these dear foes had never been so close and 

vor;. Iii : 22 
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so affectionate as between 1786 and 1789, and was not 
to be so again until the reign of Edward VII. In spite 
of that intercourse Pitt had rescued Holland from being 
towed in the wake of France, and, by the clever diplomacy 
of Sir James Harris, had concluded with her and 

• Prussia a Triple Alliance, which was making its weight 
felt all over Europe. The absurd pretensions of Spain 
to maintain her mare clausum in the North-West corner 
of America, whither a Spanish ship had hardly ever 
sailed, were defeated in 1790 by Pitt's instant armament 
of a Fleet ; as in 1770, Spain no\v again appealed, but 
appealed in vain to France, was obliged to ' climb down ' 
and allow the English occupation of a trading station 
at Nootka Sound, which ·we now call Vancouver. Only 
in the Near East Pitt had suffered a defeat. Here, too, 
he was ahead of his age and was probably right, but he 
could carry neither Cabinet nor Country with him. He 
wished to interfere decisively to prevent the extension of 
Russian power on the Black Sea (1791) at the expense 
of Turkey; a British Squadron sent to the BaltiG could 
undoubtedly have checked this, and Pitt knew well that 
Russia already had designs not merely on Constantinople 
but on India as well. But no one else in England would 
believe this, and the Russian trade was reckoned far too 
valuable to be risked on such grounds.1 The rebuff was 
a serious one for British prestige and Pitt felt it acutely, 
but it was certainly not a cause for him to resign office. 

Meanwhile the real Storm was brewing in Paris. 

1 Fox, according to a story often denied but never disproved, 
went the length of sending a private friend, Sir'Robert Adair, 
to St. Petersburg, to intrigue with Russia a~inst the British 
Ministry, and thereby incurred the guilt of high treason. 

END OF VOL. HI 
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tenoy, 182; at Cape Breton, I82; 
in Scotland, 183; in America, 
19I; in Seven Years' War in 
America, 195, 196, I97, 202, 207, 
208 ; its budget, 206 ; in West
phalia, 202, 204, 205, 209, 215, 
216, 2I7; in America, 2Io-I4, 
217; in West Indies, 221 ; in 
Portugal, size of, 219 and note; 
the English, in I745, 263, 267, 
268,269,2]I,2]2,273.274.275; 
George IlL's interest in, 283; 
jobbery in, 285; in American 
War, sent out, 299; figures of, 
301 ; chances of, 302 ; attacked 
by traitors, 302; campaign, plan 
of, 305 ; at Saratoga, 306 ; in 
later years of war, 309, 3Io; at 
Yorktown, 3II; defending Gib
raltar, 3I5, 316 

ARNHEIM, 34 
ARNOLD, Benedict, 300, 303, 305, 

310 
ARRAS, I38 
ARSCHOTT, 129 • 
ARTICLES OF \iAR, I7 (note) 
ARTILLERY, separate branch of 

Service, I23 
-, Highlanders' fear of, 272, 

275 
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· ARUNDELL, Henry, Lord Arundell 
of \Vardour, 59 

AsHLEY CooPER, Anthony; first 
Earl of Shaftesbury, in 'Cabal,' 
31, 32, 33 ; goes into opposition, 
35 ; creates Whig party, ·36; 37, 
38 ; founds Green Ribbon Club, 
39 ; refuses bribe, 40 ; uses 
IIPopish Plot, 43; becomes Presi
dent of Council, 45 ; supports 
Monmouth, 46 ; gets up plots, 
47, 48; indicts James, 48, 49; 
urges Bill of Exclusion, 49 ; at 

· Oxford, 50, 51 and f!Ote; defeat 
and death of, 53, 54 ; typical of 
Opposition, 167 

ASH-MOLE, Elias, 14 
' ASIENTO,' Treaty of, 143 e 
AssiZE, ' The Bloody,' 6I and 

note 
AssociATION, 'The Protestant' 

(of 1688)', 74 
'ASSOCIATION,' the, of I6g6, 95 
ATH, 130 
A THOLL, Duke of, see Murray 
ATTAINDER, Act of, against 

' James III.,' 108 
ATTERBURY, Francis, Bishop of 

Rochester, 146 
AUCKLAND, Lord; see Eden 

·AUDIT (of r668), 28 
AUDITOR AND CoNTROLLER-GEN-

ERAL, Office of the, 8g 
AUGSBURG, 125 
-,League of, 6o 
AuGUSTA oF SAXE GoTHA, Prin

cess of Wales, mother of George 
III., 170, 225, 283 

'AULD REEKIE' (Edinburgh), 270 
AUSTRIA, gets Spanish Nether

lands, 143 ; gets Naples, Milan 
and Sardinia, 144 ; natural ally 
of England, 158 ; discontent of, 
159 ; at war with France; 159, 
165, 172, 173 ; in grave danger, 
175; France's attitude to, 176; 
Prussia attacks, 176; attacked 
in Italy, 177; England helps, 
in Germany, 178; helps at 
Dettingen, r8o; in Flanders, 
18r, 182; se~king French alli
ance, 194, 195 ; conspiring 
against Prussia;. i97; her French 

· Treaties, 198, 201, 204; beaten 
by Frederick, 205; beats F.re
derick, 208 ; defeats Frederick 
at Kunersdorf, 2~5; defeated at 

Liegnitz, 217; at Torgao, 217 ; 
deserted by Russia, 221 · 

AVIGNON, 262 
AXMINSTER, 74 
AYI.ESBURY z88 

BADEN,_ Grand Duchy of, 120 
BAHAMAS, the, 192, 222 
BALCARREs, Lord, see Lindsay·
BALEARIC ISLANDS, 104 
BALLIOL COLLEGE, Oxford, 50 
BALMERINO, Lord, see 'Elphin-

stone 
BALTIC SEA, 314, 338 ' 
BANK OF ENGLAND, 92, 93 and 

note, 95, g6, 249; 272, 329 
--SCOTLAND, 249 
BAPTISTS, 65 
BARBADOS, 192 
BARBO_N (or Barebones), Nicholas, 

IO 
BARCELONA, 127 
&RILLON, -Paul, Marquis de 

Branges, 40, 54 
BARRA, Island of, 265 
'BARRIER FORTRESSES,' 106, 137, 

143 
-TREATY/ 143 
BARRINGTON, Admiral Samuel, 

317 
BARROW, Isaac, 15 
BART, Jean, 100 
BAss RocK, the, 236 
BAVARIA, Electorate of, 104, 123, 

125, 176, 178, r8o, 183 
-, Joseph, Electoral Prince of 

(Baby),. 104, ros 
-, Maximilian Emmanuel, Elec

tor of, 104, 123, 124, 125, 126, 
127, 133 

BAXTER, Richard, 15 
BEACHY HEAD, Battle of, 98 
BEAUMARCHA1S, Pierre Augustin 

Caron de, 306 
BEAUSEJOUR, 197 
BEATTIE, James, 279. ·' 
BEDFORD, Earls of, Dukes of, see 

Russell 
BEDLOE, William, 43, 47 
BELASYSE, Thomas, Lord Falcon

bridge, 37 
BELGIUM (see also Flanders), Oates 

in, 41; Louis XIV. swallowing, 
107 ; French and English rivalry 
in, 158; detached from Spain, 
158, rsg;-in danger from France, 
194, 195, rgt! ; unprofitable to 
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Austria, 194 ; France fighting 
England in, 264 

BELLASYS, John, Lord Bellasys, 59 
BELLEISLE, 2I5, 219, 220, 224 
BELLEISLE, Charles Louis Auguste 

Fouquet, Due de, 2IO, 218 
BELL TAVERN, Westminster, 139 
BEN ALDER, 276 
BENBOW, Admiral John, 73, 98 
BENNET, Henry, Earl of Arlington, 

31, 33 
BEN NEVIS, 245 
BENTINCK, William, Ist Earl of 

Portland, 95 
-, -Henry Cavendish, 3rd Duke 

of Portland, 32I 
BENTLEY; Richard, 168 
BERKELEY, George, Bishop of 

Cloyne, 150 
BERLIN, 180 
BERNSTORFF, Andreas Gottlieb 

v6n, r6o 
BERRI, Charles, Duke of, I41 • 
BERTIE, James, znd Earl of Abing

don,64 
BERWICK, 268 
BERWICK, James, Duke of, Marshal 

of France, 128, 131, 133, 146, 
I63, 258, 259 

BILL OF RIGHTS, 79 8o, I09 
BISCAY, Bay of, 3I4 
'BISHOP'S CHEETHAM,' 155 
BISHOPS, restoration of the, I66o, 

22 and note; advise James II., 
73 

BISHOPS, the Scottish, 230, 232, 
234, 236, 240, 'z4I, 247; at 
Revolution, 243; become Non
Jurors, 243 

'BISHOPS,' 'The Seven,' 68, 69, 70, 
8r 

BLACK SEA, 338 
'BLACK WATCH,' 202 (note) 
BLAIR CASTLE, 244, 274 
BLAIR, Hugh, 279 
BLAKE, Robert, 127, I93 
BLAKENEY, William, afterwards 

Lord Blakeney, 200 
BLENHEIM, Battle of, I 19, I2I, I23, 

124, 125, I26, 127 
-,Palace of, 127 
BLOOD, Thomas, 12 
BLOOMSBURY, I 12 
' BLUES,' the, 17 
BoARD OF TRADE, 290 
BODMIN, I2 
BOHEMIA, 175, I78, r8I, 202, 204 

BoMBAY, dowry of Queen Kathar-
ine, 9, 26 

BONN, 124 
BoNSHAW, James Irving of, 235 
BooTH, Henry, 2nd Lord Dela-

mere, Ist Earl of Warrington, 
61, 75 

BoscAWEN, Admiral Edward, 184, 
195. 207, 215 • 

BOSTON (America), 191, 289, 290, 
292,295,297,299,300,301, 307• 

BoTHMAR, John Caspar, Count 
von, I46, 160 

BoTHWELL BR1GG, 237. 238 
BoucHAIN, 138 
BouFFLERS, Louis Fran~ois, Due 

de, Marshal, Ioi, 123, I33 
BOU1iA1NVILLE, Louis Antoine de, 

2I7 . 
BouiLLE, Fran~ois Claude Amour, 

Marquis de, Marshal, 3I7 
'BouNTY,' 'Queen Anne's,' III 
BOURBON, the House of, 168, 173, 

175; solidarity of, 219, 220; 
again united, 307 

-, Spanish Branch of House of, 
192 

BouRLAMAQUE, Le Chevalier de, 
211, 217 

BoYD, William, 4th Earl of Kil
marnock, 184, 269, 277 

BRABANT, Estates of, 130 
-,Philip V. recognized as Duke 

of, II8 
BRADDOCK, General Edward, I95, 

196 
BRADSTREET, Colonel John, 208, 

2I7, 302 
BRAEMAR, 260 
BRANDENBURG,Frederick William, 

Elector of, 71 
BRANDYWINE, River, 305 
BRAZIL, 9, 104, 192 
BREADALBANE, Earl of, see Camp-

bell 
BREDA, 232 
-,Declaration of, 18 
BREST, 98, 103, 207, 209, 210 

(note), 215, 216, 219, 221, 264, 
306, 318 (note) 

BRIDGMAN, Sir qr1ando, 31 
BRIDGWATER, 61 
BRIHUEGA, 13. 
BRISTOL, trade of, 17th cent., II, 

307 (note), 333 
' BRITANNIA,' the, 72 
BRITANNIA, see Diva 



INDEX 343 

BRIXHAM, 73 
BROGLIE, Fran9ois Marie, Due de, 

Marshal, I78 
BROWN, John, 240 
BROWNE, Sir Thomas, II5 
BRUGES, II, 132, 133 
BRUSSELS, 45, !01, 123, 124,129, 

132, 133 ~ 
~CHANAN, George, 14 
BUCKINGHAM, Duke of, see Villiers 

' BucKINGHAM HousE, 284 
BuDGET, origin of the,. 89 
' BUFFS,' the, 40 (note) 
'BuLL,' 'John,' his habits, 259 
BUNHII.L FIELDS, 13 . 
BUNKER'S HILL, 300 
BUNYAN, John, 15, 25 
BURFORD, 50 • 
BuRGOYN·E, Sir John, 299, 302, 

305, 306 
BuRGUNDY, Louis, Duke of, 14I 
'/BURKE,' Betty, 276 
tl}?JL~~·~AA~k-!.Jg.::-
. on G'edrge"'!T. s· fe1gn, 225 and 

·note; protege of Rockingham, on 
Colonies, 294; leads Opposition, 
296, 302 ; his QJ;a,:!;QJ:¥r,<30M~JI2 .; · 
in offic~,:(+J~2,).,_¥3.1;~,;"~;m,~ine
cures, 320 ; cnes~.for.,o;Economic 
Reform;'*32g~:wi~A~~~e .• • 
against ,.-Reformli2 332 .;.,..-a . .-bad 
adv0Gat~,.,333- · 

BuRNET, Gilbert, Bishop of Salis-
bury, 52, 74 · 

BURNS, Robert, 249, 280 
BUSBY, Dr. Richard, 65 
'BUSHELL'S CASE,' 16 
BuTE, County of, 332 
-, Earl of, see Stuart 
BuTLER, James, 12th Earl of, rst 

Duke of Ormond, 12, 25, 72 
-, -, 2nd Duke of Ormond, 139, 

141, 145, 258, 259 
-,Joseph, Bishop of Durham, 150 
-, Samuel, 13 
.BYNG, Admiral George, Viscount 

Torrington, 163, 256 
-, Admiral John, 200 

'CABAL,' the, 3r, 32, see .1lso 
Cabinet 

CABINET, orig!n of the, 25, 31 ; 
J aines II.' s firl!t, 58 ; growth of 
the, 1714, 153. 154; Walpole's 
mastery of the, 164, 170; 
intrigues against Walpole, i74; 
recklessness of elder Pitt in 

the, 219; .Pitt's strength and 
weakness in, 327 ; does not 
·always share Pitt's views, 335, 
338 

CADIZ, 84, 127, 220 
CADOGAN, William, afterwards 1st 

Earl Cadogan; II9, 122, 261 
CADZANT, 33 
CALAIS, 114 , . 
CALENDAR, The New, 185andnote 
CALVINISM (in Scotland), 228, 279 
CAMBRAI, 138 
CAMBRIDGE, 326 
-,University of, 64, 65 . 
CAMBRIDGE, Duke of, title of 

Prince George, afterwards 
George II., 145 

CAMDEN, 309 
CAMDEN, Earl, see Pratt 
CAMERON, family of, 231, 260, 266, 

268 
- OF LOCHIEL, Donald, 266t 268, 
e275 
-, Richard, 234> 238 
' CAMERON1ANS,' 238, 240, 249 ; 

regiment of, 244, .248 
CAMPBELL, Archibald; 8th Earl of 

Argyll, 229, 234, 239, H6 
-, - 9th Earl of Argyll, 54, 6o, 

239. 241 
-, John, 2nd Duke of Argyll, and 

Duke of Greenwich, 136, 147, 
253, 257, 259, 260, 261 

-;-, 1st Earl of Breadalbane, 
245 

-,-,4th Earl of Loudoun, 206, 
274 

-,family of, 23I, 239, 241, 274 
(note), 275 (note) 

CANADA (French), 189 ; slow 
growth of, 190; outworks of, 
191 ; La Galissoniere in, 193, 
194; reinforcements· sent to, 
195, 197; on the defensive, 207, 
208 

-, Pitt plans conquest of, 210 ; 
campaign of 1759 in, 2II, 21:i, 
213, 214; final conquest of, 217, 
218; ceded to Britain, 224; 
Scottish emigration to, 281 ; 
Americans urge to revolt, 298; 
open to Colonists, 289 ; boun
daries of, in dispute, 297 and 
note; Americans repulsed from, 
300 ; our base of attack, 305 

CANNING, George, against Reform, 
a ' nominee/ 332 



344 INDEX 

CANO:-IGATE, 255 
CANVASSING, denounced (1722), . 

162 
CAPE BRETON, 185, 189, I9I, I93 
CAPE HORN, 192, 296_ 
CAPE ST. VINCENT,Rodney's battle 

off, 315 
CAPEL, ARTHUR, Earl of Essex, 

37. 45· 53. 54 . 
CAP RouGE, 2II, 212, 213 
CARFAX, Oxford, so 
CARGILL, Donald, 234, 235 
CARLETON, Guy, rst Lord Dor-

chester, 300 
CARLISLE, 271, 273, 277 
CARLISLE, Earl of, see Howard 
CARLYLE, Alexander, 279 
CAROLINA, North and South, r88, 

309 
CAROLINE, Queen of George II., 

150, 153, 163, r66, 167, r6g, I]O, 

172 
CARPENTER, General George, L~d · 

Carpenter, 261 
CARRON, 280 
CARRONADES, 280 
CARSTAIRS, William, 240, 246, 253 
CARTERET, John, Lord Carteret, 

afterwards Earl Granville, 151, 
154 ; refuses to cede Gibraltar, 
163 ; his hands clean, 163 ; in 
Ireland, I64 ; his character and 
policy, 167, r68, 169 ; George 
II. consults, 170; takes office 
(1742), 177; his German policy, 
178, r8o; fall of, r8r ; his real 
aims, 182 ; his last attempt at 
a Ministry, 183 ; becomes Pre
sident of Council, 185 ; 199, 
201, 203, 204, 219, 220, 224 

CARTHAGENA, 207 
-(Nueva), 177, 
CASSEL, 223 
CASTILE, 127 
CASTLEMAINE, Earl of, see Palmer 
-,Lady, 30 
CASTLEREAGH, Viscount; see Ste-

wart 
CATALANS, 143 
CATALONIA, 127, 134, 139, 143 
CATHOLICS, under Charles II., 33 

sqq.; under James II., 57, 59, 
6z, 63, 64, 65, 66, 72, 75; first 
Relief Bill for, 297, 312; second 
Relief Bill for, 337 

-, the Irish, justice denied to, 287 
-, the Scottish, 228, 240, 241 

-CAVALRY, MarlbQrough's use of, 
122, 123 

CAVENDISH, William, 4th Earl, rst 
Duke of Devonshire, 62, 70, 83 

-, -, 4th· Duke of Devonshire, 
200, 202 

-, family of, 286 
CECIL, James, 3rd Earl of Salis-

bur¥, 37 • 
CHAMPLAIN, Lake (see also 'Little • 

Lakes'), zu 
CHANCELLOR OF EXCHEQUER, 

office of, 89 
CHARLOTTE, Queen of George Ill., 
. 284, 336, 
CHARLElWI, 102, 130 
CHARLES I., 57, 235, 248 
CHAR~S II., character of, 4, 5; 

his attitude to France and 
Holland, 6; re-enacts Naviga
tion Acts, 12 ; feeds ducks, 13 ; 
rewards Ken, 15 ; issues Articles 
of War, 17 (note) ; revenue of, 
zo, 21 ; inClined to toleration, 

· 22,. 24; attitude to Dutch War, 
r665, z8 and note ; concludes 
peace, r667, 30; throws over 
Clarendon, 30 ; gets money from 
France, 32; suspends interest on 
Debt, 32 ; concludes Treaty of 
Dover, 32 ; deceives Louis XIV., 
34, 39 ; issues Declaration of 
Indulgence, 35 ; political skill 
of, 38, 44, 52 ; marries Mary to 
William, 39 ; his relations with 
Louis XIV., 40, 41, 55 ; warned 
against Jesuits, 42, 43; dissolves 
Parliament, 44; turns to the 
Opposition, 45 ; his offers to 
Parliament, 46; refuses to recog
nize Monmouth as heir, 46, 47, 
49, sr ; sacrifices Catholics, 47, 
48; calls Parliament at Oxford, 
49; dissolves it, 51 ; foresight of, 
52; prosecutes Whigs, 53 ; plot 
against, 54 ; last years and death 
of, 55 ; Members of his Parlia
ments recalled, 77 ; the ' bud
gets' of, 89 ; his Restoration in 
Scotland, 227; listens to Lauder
dale, 228; Scottish loyalty, to, 
231 ; his tolera'tion, 233 ; ex
communicate'il by fanatics, 238 ; 
238; would have pardoned 
Argyll, 239 ; his scheme for a 
U"nion, 248 

CHARLES, Archduke of Austria, 
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caHed 'Charles III. of Spain/. . 
105, II8, ·120, I2J, 128, I30,L3I,-
141; becomes Charles VI., Em-· 
peror (q.v.), 141 · . 

CHARLES II., King of ·Spain, 33, 
40, g8, 105 . . . • . 

CHARLES· III., King of Spain, 211l, 
219 . . . -

C:iiARLES V .. Emperor, qr _' 
•CHARLES VL, Emperor, his dis

content after Utrecht, ·rs8, I 59; 
death of, 175, I76 

CHARLES Vn;, EIJ?peror, I76 and 
note ; death of, r 8j 

CHARLES XII., King of Sweden, 
. 258, 262, 263 

CHARLES EDWARD, Prince, . r8o; 
early years of, 263, ·264 ; ~tarts 
North from Rome, embarks at 
Dunkirk,. 2(54'; starts from 
Nantes, lands- in Western Isles, 
265; raises Royal Standard, 
266; pushes on South, 267; 
enters Edinburgh, w~ns.PrestOJ;l
pans, 268 ; at ·Holyrood, 269.; · 
his difficulties, 270 ; starts ·for 
England, 271 ; at Derby, 272 ; 
retreat of, 273 ; . wins Falkirk; 
retreats to Highlands, 274 ; at 
CuHoden, 275 ; his wanderings, 
276 ; his old age, 277 

·CHARLESTON, jog 
CHARLOTTE, Queen of George III., 

284 
·CHATHAM, 30, 67 
CHATHAM, Earl of, see Pitt 
CHEAPSIDE, I6I 
CHERBOURG, 209 
CHESAPEAKE BAY, 3I8 
CHESHIRE, 61, 75 78 
CHILD, Sir Josiah, Io 
CHINA, I90, 
CHOISEUI,, Etienne Fran~ois, Due 

de, 210, 2I6, 2Ig, 223, 226, 292, 
295, 296, 313 

CHRIST CHURCH, Oxford, so, 64 
CHRISTIAN V., King of Denmark, 

g8 
,CHRISTIE, William Dougal, Au

thor of ' Life of Lord Shaftes-
bury,' 51 (note) . 

CHURCHILL, Joh!J., Duke of"Marl
borough, at S!lllgemoor, 6I ; 
friend of Anne; · 67, II I ; dis
loyalty of. 72; deserts James, 75; 
educates Duke of Gloucester, 5I ; 
Mary distrusts; 83; William paves 

way for, 66 ; his possible treason, 
g6,99.:IoJandnote; inTower;gg; 
' Vindication of,' r r6 ; character 
.of, i.I.7; ri8; love for his soldiers, 
I I8 ; supported . by Eugene, 
n8.;. AHies' jealousy ·of, Jig, 
rzq; ~' make·s armies,' 120; 

seren_ity_ of, 122 ; his campaigns 
of 1702, IJoJ, 1_23; his campaign 

· of Blenheim, 124~ i25, I26; 
builds Blenheim- Palace, 127 ; 

-forces VilJeroy's iines, 1705, 128; 
his Campaign of rio5, IJ06, 129, 
130; watching events in Medi-

·terranean,. 130; waiting at 
Louvaiil, 131; his campaign of 
1708, 132, I33 ;' his power 
slipping away, 134, 135, 138 ;,. 
goes to Hague, 135 ; his cam
paign of 1709, 135, I36; protests 
against· SachevereH's impeach
ment, I37; Queen interferes 
~ith ··him, 138 ; deceived by 

· Ministers,· i4o; .at the fj:ague 
· (rtir), 141; dismissed, 141; 
eJid of, 142; his lessons forgotten, 
150; Carteret inherits policy of, 
167; hangs contractors, 178; his 
teaching of musketry, I79 ; 
effect on Scotland of his 
victories, 2.54 ; his successor, 
259 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND, restoration 
of, 4, 7, 21, 22, 23 ; intolerance 
of, 23, 24 ; in danger under 
James II., s0, 57, 59; loyalty of, 
59, 6o; its loyalty strained, 63, 
64, 65 ; popular, 69, 71 ; will 
make concessions, 7I; James 
makes concessions to, 73 ; 
under William III., 83, . 87 ; 
under Queen Anne, III, II2; 
fever of, II9; 'in danger' 
(I7o6), I31, 135, I38; power of, 
qo; intolerance <if, I31, 140; 
hesitating on Succession ques
tion, I46; change in, after 17I4, 
I49, 150; political jobbery in, 
1.85 . . 

CHURCH OF ScoTLAND, the Episco
pal, restoration of, 228, 229, 
230 ; character of, 230 ; in bad 
hands, 23I, 232; ministers re
fuse conformity to, 232, 236'; at 
the Revolution, becomes Non
Juror, 243; Scotland would have 
preferred, 244 ; its ministers , 
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'outed,' 247 ;' no toleration 
for, 252, 253 ; toleration for, 
256; fierce Act against, 262 ; 
proscribed after I745, 278 

CIBBER, Colley, I53 
'CITY,' the (influence of London), 

157, 170, 174 ; providing for 
Army, 27I (note) ; hostile to 
North, 296 

CIVIL LIST (of William III.), 88; 
of George II., I67; of George 
III., 285 

CIVIL SERVICE, jobbery in, 285 
'CLAIM OF RIGHT,' 243 
CLARENDON, Earls of, see Hyde. 
CLAVERHOUSE, see Graham 
CLELAND, Colonel William, 244 
,CLEMENTINA, Queen of James III., 

263 
CLIFFORD, Sir Thomas, Ist Lord 

Clifford of Chudleigh, 3I, 32, 33 
35 

CLIF'I:ON, skirmish of, 273 • 
CLINTON, Sir Henry, 299, 302, 309, 

3I0; 311 
CLIVE, Robert, Lord Clive, 209 
CLuE, Admiral de la, 215 
CLYDE, River, 241, 280 
COACHES, 'flying,' 12, II4 
CoALITION, Ministry of the, 321, 

323, 324, 325, 336 
CoBHAM, family of Lord, I69, 

183 
COBLENTZ, 124 
' COCK o' THE NORTH,' 266 
CoiNAGE, renewed in William IlL's 

reign, 90; fluctuation of, 93 
and note, 96 

CoLBERT, Jean Baptiste, Marquis 
de Seignelay, r89 

GoLDSTREAM GuARDS, 17 
CoLEMAN, EDWARD, 41 
CoLLIERIES, II4 
CoLONIES (see also America), Com

mittee for the, 8 ; restrictions 
on trade of, 171, r88, 189 

-,'The Thirteen,' r89 
-, Glasgow trade with the, 256 
-(our North American), growth 

of the Thirteen, 289 
-, Secretary of State for the, 290 

and note 
CoMMISSION, THE EccLESIASTICAL, 

63, 64, 72 ; declared illegal, 79 
COMMISSIO:-IERS FOR UNION (Scot

tish), 254 
CoMMON LAW, restoration of Rule 

of, 3; Hale's contributions to, 
15 ; on liability of soldiers, 94; 
291, 300, 30I 

COMPANIES, Joint Stock, 9, IO 
COMPREHENSION Bill, failure of, 87 
COMPTON, Edward, Bishop of 

London, 62, 63, 70, 73, III 
-,Sir Spencer, rst Lord Wilming-

ton, r66, r67, 177 • 
' CoNDUCT OF ALLIEs,' the, I r6, 

215 -CONGRESS, the first American, 
298 ; the Second, 299 ; the Third, 
300, 303, 305, 306, 311, 322 

CoNGREVE, William, 96 
CoNFLANS, Hubert de Brienne, 

Comte de, 215, 216 
Coo"Q>. Sir Eyre, 2I7 
CoNSTANTINOPLE, 338 
CoNSTITUTION, Burke defends the, 

333 
CoNn, Franc;ois Louis, Prince de, 

102 
'CoNTRACT,' 'The Original,' 79 
CoNVENTICLE AcT, 24, 25 
CoNVENTICLES, the Scottish, 235, 

236. 237· 241 
CoNVENTION of r66o, I6, 2I 
-of r689, 77, 78, 79 ; becomes a 

Parliament, 79, So; 301 
-, the Scottish (of r689), 242, 243 
-of 1739 (El Pardo), I73 
' CONVENTIONS OF THE CONSTITU

TION,' 324 and note, 325 
CoNVOCATioN, II2 
CoNWAY, Henry Seymour, Mar-

shal, 293, 319 
CooK, Captain James, roo, 2II 
CoPE, Sir John, 267, 268 
CoRN, price of (Anne's reign), II2 
-LAW of r689, 8 
CoRNWALLIS, Admiral Sir William, 

3I8 (note) 
-, Charles, rst Marquis Corn-

wallis, 302, 309, 3Io, 311, 3I8 
'CORPORATE,'' CHRISTOPHER,' 331 
CoRPORATION AcT, r66r, 23 
CoRPORATIONS, the Municipal, to 

be remodelled, 66 ; to be 
restored, 72 

CoRRY ARRICK, Pass of, 267 
CoRSicA, 295 • 
CORUNNA, II .. 
eosiN, Bishop John, 22 
'COUNTRY PARTY,' the, 36 
C~RT ALMANAc, the, I68 
COURTS OF REGALITY, 277 
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CouRTENAY, John, 303 
.. 'CovENANT,' the Scottish, of 1638, 

228, 229, 232, 233. 235} 237. 239. 
247· 248, 279 

CovENANTERS, the Scottish, 47, 
229, . 230 ; refuse conformity, 
232, 236 ; ' Martyrs,' 2]3, 240 ; 
insurrections of, 233. 234, 236, 

OZ37· 238, .239, 240 
-~OVENT GARDEN, 13 

COVENTRY, Henry, Secretary of 
. State, 38 
-, Sir William, 36 
' CovENTRY IsLAND,' 155 
CowPENS, 309 
'CRAFTSMAN,' 'The,' 167 
CRAIL, 232 
CRANBORNE, 51 (note) • 
CRAUFURD, John Walkinshaw, 

2I9 
CREFELD, 209, 2I4' 
CREWE, Nathaniel, 3rdLord Crewe, 

Bishop. of Durham;: 63 
CREWKERNE, 74 
CRICKET, 'II3 
CRIME, absence of, in Scotland, 

279, 280 
CROFTS, James, Duke of Mon

mouth, 46, 47, 49, 5i, 52, 53, 54, 
. 55 ; insu~rection · of, 6o, 6r 

and note, 6z; 237, 24I 
CROMWELL, Oliver, his Army re-

membered, 94 
CROWN LANDS, 19, 21 
CROWNPOINT, 2II 
CUBA," 192, 221, 222 
CULLODEN, Battle of, 184, 273, 

274· 275 
CUMBERLAND, Duke of, see Wil

liam 
CuRRENCY, the Scottish, 251. arid 

note · 
CUSTOMS CONSOLIDATION AcT, 329 
CuTTS, John, Lord Cutts, IOI, 102, 

126 

'DAILY CouRANT,' II4 
DALRYMPLE, Sir James, 1St 'Vis

count Stair, 239, 245 
-, Sir John, 1st Earl of Stair, 242, 

245· 246 • 
-, John, 2nd T!:arl of Stair, 178 

259 • 
-, family of, 23I, 239, 245 
DALYELL, Thomas, 235, 236 
DAMPIER, William, 100 , 
DANBY, Earl of, see Osborne 

DANGERFIELD, Thomas, 43 
DANUBE, River, 124, 125, I78 
DARBY, Admiral George, 3I6 
DARIEN, 249, 250, 254 
DARTMOUTH, Earl of, see Legge 
DAUPHIN, see Louis, Dauphin 
DEANE, Private (of the Guards), 

his journal, 121, 132, 133 
-, Silas, 306 · 
-,Sir Anthony,zg. 
'DEANS,' 'Jeanie,' 166, 253 
DECLARATION OF INDULGENCE (of 

1687), 65, 66; (of 1688), 68, 69 
DECLARATIONS OF INDULGENCE, 

the Scottish, 230, 232, 233, 236, 
24I • 

DECLARATION OF RIGHT, 79 
DECLARATION OF WILLIAM OF 

ORANGE, 73 
' DECLARATORY ACT,' 293 
DEFOE, Daniel, on Charles IL, 5 

(note); II5; II6, I53 
~ISTS, the, 150 
DELAMERE, Lord, see Booth 
DELAWARE, 188 
-River, 310 
DEMOSTHENES, 168, 181 
DENAIN, Battle of, 142 
DENDERMOND, 130 
DENMARK, joins Grand Alliance, g8 
DEPTFORD, 12 
DERBY, 184, 272, 274 
DERBYSHIRE, 75 
DERWENTWATER, Earl of, see 

Radcliffe 
DETTINGEN, Battle of, 179, 180, 

182, 196, 3I5 
DEVONSHIRE, 25, 6I 
DEVONSHIRE, Earl of, D~ke of, 

see Cavendish 
DicEY, Professor A. V., 3I2 (note) 
DISPENSING POWER, the, 24; 62, 

63 ; declared illegal, So 
DISSENTERS, position of, I66o, 22, 

23, 24, 25 ; refuse to be cajoled, 
35; James' offers to the, 65; 
to be caressed, 66 ; the Church 
will conciliate, 7I ; under Tolera
tion Act, 87 ; Churchmen hate, 
nz; position of, under Anne.-
131, I35. I37, qo, 146; riches 
of, I47; propose to exterminate 
Red Indians, 190; Relief Bill 
{I779). 297 -

'DIVA BRITANNIA,' 3, iS6 
: DoGs,' Parable of the, I58, I59 
DoMINICA, I92, .zig, 317, 318, 3z1 
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DONAUWORTH, 125 
DoNCASTER, 272 
DORKING, 225 
DORSETSHIRE, 6o, 61 
DouAY, 135. 138 
DoUGLAS, James, 2nd Duke of 

Qucensberry, 242, 253, 255 
- -, 4th Duke of Hamilton, 

253 
-, William, 3rd Duke of Hamil

ton, 242 
DoVER, Secret Treaty of, 32, 

35 
DoVER, Lord, see Jermyn 
DowNs, the, Dartmouth's fleet in, 

74 
DRAGOONS, the English, at Pres-

tonpans, 268 ; at Falkirk, 274 
DRAKE, Francis, 173, 193 
DRESDEN, 201 , 
DRUMMOND, James, Earl of Perth, 

240, 242 
, , 2nd (titular) Duke o;>f 
Perth, 267, 269, 275 

-,family of, 273 
DRURY LANE THEATRE, I 12 
DRYDEN, J olm, 13, 53, 58,. I!{; 

115 . 
DUFF, Captain Robert, 215, 216 
DUGDALE, Sir \Villiam, 14 
DUMFRIES, 236 
DUNBAR, 268 
DUNBLANE, 267 
DuNDAS of Arniston, Henry, 

afterwards Lord Melville, 320 ; 
his style of speaking, 327 ; draws 
the India Bill, 330 ; supports 
Reform, 335 

DuNDEE, Viscount, see Graham 
DUNGENESS, 264 
DUNKELD, 244 
DUNKIRK, 17, 26, 31, 143, 224, 

256, 264, 265, 321 
DUNNING, John, afterwards rst 

Lord Ashburton, 312, 319 
DUQUESNE, Le Marquis Duquesne 

de Meneval, Governor of Canada, 
193 

DuRAS, Louis, Earl of Feversham, 
61, 72 

DuTcH (see also Holland), troops 
with William III., 74; Guards 
dismissed, 106; in British 
Colonies, 189 

DYKVELT, Everard van Weede 
van, 66 

DYLE, River, 129 

EAST INDIA COMPANY, the, 9 ; 
hostile to North, 296; sends Tea 
to America, 297 

---(Scottish), 249, 254 
EAST INDIES, French and English 

rivalry in, 158; in Seven Years' 
War, 217; Scottish Trade with, 
280; France late in attacking 
(1781), 308; British fleet senltto 
(r78r), North's troubles in, 3II ;..... 
Rockingham's troubles in, 319, 
320; theWarof1781-3 in,313 

' EATANSWILL," 155, 156 
EBRO, River, 131 
EcoNOMIC REFORM, Whigs cry 

for, 3II, 320; Whigs shirk, 323; 
Pitt carries through, 328, 329 

EDD~TONE Lighthouse, 124 
EDEN, William, 1st Lord Auck

land, 330 
EDINBURGH, Advocates' Library 

in, 234 ; threatened by insur
gents, 237; James well received 
in, 2.38, 240; executions at, 240; 
sympathy for Renwick in, 241 ; 
Convention meets at, 242 ; 
William and Mary proclaimed 
at, 243 ; Highlanders come to, 
253 ; fierceness of mob of, 254, 
255; Union unpopular in, 256; 
Argyll defends, 260 ; Charles 
Edward at, 268, 269, 270 ; 
"Whigs reoccupy, 273; peaceable 
state of, 280 

EDUCATION, Scottish, 248, 279 
EDWARD I., 87 
EDWARD III., rg8 
EDwARD VII., 88, 338 
EGREMONT, Earl of, see Wynd-

ham 
EGUILLES, Alexandre Jean Bap-

tiste de Boyer, Marquis d', 269 
ELcHo, "Lord, see Wemyss 
ELIOT, Sir John, 31, 35, 36 
ELIOTT of Stobs, George, rst 

Lord Heathfield, 315, 316 
ELIZABETH, Czarina of Russia, 221 
-, Queen, Accession Day of, 48 ; 

Germans on her throne, 108 
-, ' Queen of Bohemia,' ro8 
-;---- (!i'ARNESE), Q.ueen of Spain, 

173 
ELPHINSTONE, .Arthur, 6th Lord 

Balmerino, 184, 269, 277 
EM,PEN, 206 
EM], River, 206 
ENGINEERS, at Blenheim, 123 
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EPISCOPACY (Scottish), s~e Church 'FIFTEEN,' The (InsurreCtion of 
of Scotland I715), 258, 259, .260, 26I, 262, 

EQUITY, Systematized, I5 263, 267 
ERASTIANISM, 230, 236, 243, 244 FINCH, Daniel, 2nd Earl of Not-
ERISKA, Island of, 265 tingham, 67, 70, 75, 78, 96, II9 
ERNEST AuGUSTUS, Elector of -, Sir Heneage, ·1st Earl of 

Hanover, 99 Nottingham, I5 
ERSKINE, Dr. John, 279 . FITZROY, Augustus Henry, 3rd 
-,.John, 6th Earl of Mar; 145, Duke of Grafton, 293, 295, 296, 

260, 26I, 262 3I9 
~. Thomas, afterwards Lord Ers- ' FIVE MILE AcT,' I665, 24 

kine, 335 FLANDERS, aggression Of . Louis 
EsK, River, 273 XIV. on, 39 ; William goes to, 
EssEx, Earl of, see Capel 97 ; army going to, 99 ; cam-
EsTAING, Ch;J.rles Hector, Comte paign in, I00-3 ; character of, 

d', 309, 314, 3I6, 3I7 Ioo, IOI; Louis dominates, 
ESTREES, Jean d', Admiral, 34 Io6; Barrier fortresses in, Io6; 
ETHEREGE, Sir George, I3 • · Philip.Y. recognized as Countof, 
EuGENE, Francis, Prince of Savoy- u8; campaigns in; I20, I2l, 

Carignan, his hatred of Louis I23. I24, 128; nearly clear of 
XIV., ug, 120; Hanover French, 1706, 130; in 1danger 
jealous of, 120; in l~ly, I2<? :· .. , aga~n. I707, 13I ; ceded · to 
on our Cavalry, 122 ; _con~ults . ·. ..}ustria; I43 ; her commerce 
with Marlborough, 1.24; at: ·-r'\}iried; I44; English troops to 
Stollhofen, I25; at :Blenheim,;· . ifJ143). ·I78; Marshal Saxe in, 
126; in Italy,. I,3o; at' Malpla- :' .•: ·.i:8f ;'campaign of I745 in, I82, 
quet, I36; visits England,.qi.;.;· 't84;- William IlL fighting in, 

. beaten at Denaiil, I42 .• · · .. • \'\ ·24.5, ·250; Louis XIV.'s wa;rs in, 
'·EuROPA' ·'Dame' I-59. ···- · ,•\ . :264; troops broughtfrom, 269 
EVELYN;' John, I4 ' -· · · ·.-(French), English troops in, 
'EXAMINER,' the, 139 . . 130, I33, I35, 136 . 
ExcrsE, 20; Walpole's scheme of, FLETCHER, Andrew, of Saltoun, 

I7I, 172 ; English law of, Scot- • 253, 254 
land resists, 264 ; Pitt carries FLEURY, Andre Hercule, Cardinal 
motion for, 329 .de, Ij8, I65, I73, I76 ·· 

EXCLUSION BILL, the, 46, 49, ji, FLINT, Captain, 193 
58, 67, 238 . FLORENCE, Charles Edward at_ 

ExE, River, 74 277 · 
EXETER, 74 • 'FLORIDA, I89, 224, 315, 321 

FAIRFAX, Thomas, sth Lord Fair-
fax, II4 

' FAIRSERVICE,' ' Andrew,' 255 
FALCON BRIDGE, Lord, see Belasyse 
FALKIRK, Battle of, I83, 273, 274 
FALKLAND ISLES, 296 
'FAMILY COMPACTS,' IJ3, I93, 220 
FERDINAND, Prince of Brunswick, 

208,209, 2I4, 2Ij,2I6, 2I7, 219 
(note), 22I, 223, 225 

FERDINAND YL., King of Si'ain •. 
218 

FERGUSON, Rober\ 54 
FEVERSHAl\1, 76 
FEVERSHAM, Earl of, see Dura!J. 
FIELDING, Henry, 153 . , 
FIFE, 260 

-, Gulf of, 192, 
. FONTENOY, Battle of, 182, 265 
,FoRBES, Alexander, 4th Lord 

Pitsligo, 269, 302 
-, Brigadier John, 208 
FoRELAND, the North, 29 
FoRSTER, Thomas, 260, 26I 
FoRT AuGusius, 266, 267, 274 
-:-DUQUESNE, I94, 196, 207, 208 
-,--FRONTENAC, I97, 208 
-ST. PHILIP, 200 
-'--WILLIAM, 245, 246, 274 
--:-WILLIAM HENRY, 206 
FoRTESCUE, J. W., 'History of 

. British Army,' 85, 205, 218 
FoRTH, River, 260, 267, 274, 280 
'FoRTY-FIVE,' The (Insurrection 

~of I745}, 266-77 
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Fox, Charles James, on Lord 
North's speeches, 296; spouting 
treason, 303, 308; in office, 319, 
320 ; resigns, 320; in the Coali
tion, 321; neglects economic 
reform, 323 ; dismissed, 324; 
his followers defeated, 325 ; 
King's hatred for, 327 ; de
nounces Commercial Treaty, 329 
(note), trying to 'pull down the 
House,' 335; corrupts Prince of 
Wales, 336; at Regency Crisis, 
336, 337; intrigues with Russia, 
338 (note) 

-, Henry, afterwards rst Lord 
Holland, 194, 200, 204, 223, 286, 
303 

' FoxHALL,' see Vauxhall 
FRANCE, trade rivalry with, r r ; 

joins Dutch (ri566), 29, 30; 
Clarendon's exile in, 31 ; 
Charles II. allied with, 32 ; 
joins England against Dufoh 
(1672), 33, 34; not allied with 
England, r688, 68 ; dread of, 
78 ; William's Coalition against, 
86, 98, 107 ; tariff against, go ; 
war with, 97 ; fleets of, g8 ; 
gallantry of, 99; prepares in
vasion, 99 ; her armies in 
Flanders, IOI, 102, 103; peace 
(1697) with, 103; exhausted, 
103 ; never to be united with 
Spain, 105; rejection of Com
mercial Treaty with, 144, I45 ; 
British rivalry with (eighteenth 
century), 157; temporary al
liance with, I 58; a' dogmaster' 
158, 159, 16o; her war with 
Austria (1733) 159; Stanhope's 
Treaty with, 161; her little war 
with Spain, I63 ; Fleury's weak 
government of, 165 ; her war 
with Austria (1733), 165, 172; 
Carteret's hostility to, r68 ; 
certain to aid Spain, 173 ; her 
attitude to Austria, 176; con
cludes Treaty with Prussia, I76; 
attacks Austria (I74I), 177; not 
'at war ' with England, 178; 
beaten atDettingen, I79; fights 
England off Toulon, 180 ; pro
jects invasion, 18I ; her hands 
to be tied, 182; takes Madras, 
loses Louisburg, 182 ; beaten at 
sea, 184 ; concludes Peace of 
Aix, 18 5; her American Colonies, 

' 

r8g, 190, 191 ; intelligent in 
colonizing, 193; jealous of Spain, 
193 ; Austria approaching, 194, 
I95 ; involved on the Continent, 
197, 201 ; makes Treaty with 
Austria (1756), 198; takes 
Minorca, 200; sends army over 
Rhine, 201 ; makes second 
Treaty with Austria (1757), 2~; 
Pitt's strategy against, 205 i-
defending Canada, 207 208 ; 
her coasts harried, 209 ; her 
privateers, 209 ; her Navy, her 
designs on Neutrals, 210; her 
plans of invasion, 214, 215; 
beaten at sea, 215, 216; her loss 
of Canada, 2 I 8 ; her alliance 
wi~ Spain, 2I9, 220; her 
destgns in I76I, 22I ; concludes 
Peace of Paris, 224; her gallant 
Navy, 225, 226; Scotland cut 
off from, 227, 228; the Alliance 
of Scotland with her is not dead, 
252; helps Jacobites, 256; not 
unfavourable to James III., 

· 258 ; supplies expected from, 
260 ; allied with England, 262 ; 
will help Charles Edward, 264 ; 
her aid necessary, 266 ; sends 
an agent, 269 ; will not risk 
troops, 270; last war with' Old,' 
287; first war with 'New,' 287; 
her Treaty with America, 29I, 
306; watching England, 292, 
294; watching events, 292, 295, 
304, 306; Chatham's schemes 
against, 293, 304 ; Chatham's 
hostility to, 294, 304, 308; 
favours America, 306; concludes 
Treaty with America, 307 and 
note; stirs up Coalition, 307; her 
Navy during the war, 308, 309, 
3IO, 311, 3I3, 314, 3I5, 3I6, 
3I7, 318, 3I9; negotiations for 
peace with, 320 ; peace with, 
321 ; Pitt's Commercial Treaty 
with, 329 and note, 337; inter
course with, 337. 338; will not 
support Spain in Vancouver, 
338 

FRAfiCHISE, 334 ind note 
FRANCIS I., Emperor (see also 

Lorraine, Fr-.ncis Stephen, Duke 
of), 183 

FI~..>.NCIS STEPHEN, Duke of 
l!orraine, afterwards Emperor 
Francis I., 175 
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FRANKLIN, ·Benjamin, 29I, 292; 
306, 320, 322 

FRASER; Clan of, 260, 269, 273 
FRASER, Simon, Lord Lovat, 260, 

270, 273· 277 
' FRASER'S REGIMENT,' 202 (note) 
FREDERICK 1., King of Prussia, 98 
FREDERICK THE GREAT, King of 

Iarussia, I67; not a gentleman, 
._ seizes Silesia, I76; concludes 

peace (!742), I77; '·the wicked 
man,' r8o ; seizes Bohemia, r8I ; 
makes peace (I745), I82, I83; 
Russia will attack, I94; guar
antees Hanover, I97; concludes 
Convention of Westminster, 
I97, I98; Pitt relies on, 20I, 202; 
his victories in Seven '¥ears' 
War, 204, 205, 208 ; subsidized 
by England, 206; Newcastle 
wishes to desert, 209; beaten 
at Kunersdorf, 215; Pitt clings 
to, 2I6, 2I7; wins Liegnitz, 2I7; 
in danger again, 22I ; Bute 
wishes-to desert, 223; at end 
of war, 2.23; refuses alliance, 
294 

FREDERICK,. PRINCE OF WALES;; 
169, I7o, 186 · · _ 

FREE TRADE, Pitt's measures 
towards; 329, 330 . 

FRENCH REVOLUTION, 92 ; its. 
poison, I 57; 249, 284 (note), 

. 287, 326; its effect on reforming 
, measures, 330 (note), 335 
FREW, fords of, 267 
FRONTENAC, Louis de Buade, 

Comte de, 189, I90 
' FuNDS,' rise and fall of the, 92, 

ro6, 329 · 

GAELIC language, 265 
GAGE, General Thomas, 299 
GALLOWAY, 233, 235, 23], 238, 

242, 260 
GALWAY, Earl of, see Ruvigny 
'GANDERCLEUCH,' 28I 
GATES, General Horatio, 303>-305, 

309 . . 
GATTON, 331 . 
GEORGE I., as Jilectoral Pri~ce: 

49, so, III; as Electot; of 
Hanover, in Marl~rough's wars, 
120; Occasional Conformity Act 
repealed, 13I, qo; bec01~s 
Parliamentary heir, 145 ; 'E.is 
preparations for succession, q6, 

qS; as King, character of, 15I, 
. 152 ; sides with France against 
Spain, 141, 163; does not trust 
Marlborough, 142, 259 ; wants 
to fight Russia, I62 ; his 
mistresses gamble, I63 ; and 
job commissions, 165 ; death 
of, I66 ; rtot in a hurry, 258 ; 
sends troops to Oxford, 259 ; 
Lovat declares for, 26o 

GEORGE II., as Electoral Prince : 
created a Peer, 131 ; at Ouden
arde, 133 ; to be sent for, 145; 
as Prince of Wales : character of, 
Ij2, 153; loveforHanover, I6o; 
gambling in South Sea Stock, 
163 ; wants to support Austria, 
165; as King, IQ6; Walpole con
ciliates, 167; hates his son, I69.; 
dying to go to war, I72; goes 
to Hanover, 174; wishes to sup
port Maria Theresa, 176; hates 

.j'rederick the Geat, 176; .in a 
fever, 177 ; leads his army, 
178; wins Dettingen, 179, I8o; 
unpopularity of, 18o ; yields to 
Pelham, I8I ; not so foolish as 
Pelham, I 82 ; indifference of 
nation to; I83 ; hates Pitt, I94· 
201 ; hated by Frederick of 
Prussia, Ii)7; clings to fdea of 
neutrality for Hanover, 202 ; 
muzzled, likes his muzzle, 203 ; 
authorizes a Convention, dis
avows it, 205; keen to take 
Canada, 210; on Wolfe, 2I4; 
death of, 2I8; Wade reports to, 
263 ; calls the ' Forty-five ' ' an-. 
unnatural rebellion,' 267 ; in
difference of England to, 27I, 
273 ; offers bounty for recruits, 
packs portmanteau, 272; Edin
burgh held for, 273 ; Whig Clans' 
raised for, 274; buys Hessians, 
275; arbitrary man, 278 

GEORGE III., debts of, 88; 222, 
225 ; Highlanders serve, 28I ; 
character of, 282, 283, 284 ; 
aims of, 284, 285 ; his dogged 
efforts, 286 ; agreed with his 
people, 287 ; George Grenville 
and, 288 ; against Wilkes, 288 ; 
gets rid of George Grenville, 292; 
turns to Whigs, then to Pitt, 
293 ; gets hold of Townshend, 
295; relies on 'King's Friends' 
and North, 296; America re
I 
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nounces, 301 ; vVhigs mistrust, GLENLYON, Campbell of, 246 
301, 302; keeps North against GLENSHIEL, Battle of, 263 
his will, 3II ; jobs House of GLOUCESTER, Duke of, see William 
Commons, 312; saves London, GoDFREY, Sir Edmund Berry, 42, 
312; distrusts Shelb~une, 320; 43 . 
is ready to cede Gibraltar, 321 ; GoDOLPHIN, Sidney, Lord Godol-
accepts Coalition, 321 ; his phin, 47, 55, 58, 75, 96, II9, 137, 
health proposed, 322; begins to 139 · _ 
be popular, 323; makes over-· GoLDSMITHS, the London, 32 • 
tures to Pitt, 323 ; dismisses GoRDON, Clan of, 273 
Coalition, 324 ; violates con- -, George, -4th Marquis of Hunt~ 
ventions, 324 ; continues to job, ley, rst Duke of Gordon, 242, 
327; his letters to Pitt, 327, 312 and note 
328; buys boroughs, 332 ; goes '--, John, 8th ·(titular) Viscount 
mad, 335 ; his insaniti, 336 ; Kenmure, 269 
gets well, 337 -, Lord Lewis; 269 

GEORGE, Prince of Denmark, 50, -, \Villiam; 6th Viscount Ken-
III, 134 mu"e, z6o, z6z 

GEORGE, PRINCE OF WALES, after- GOREE, 321~~ 
wards George IV., proposed as GRAFTON, Duke of, see Fitzroy 
Regent, 336, 337 GRAHAM, family of, 23I, 239 

GEORGIA, I89, 19I, 309 -,james, Marquis of Mo~trose, 
GEETE, River, r28, 129 0 • 229, 2.34 ,. .~\· . 
GENAPPE, 129 -, Joh~;.?J_Claverhou;e; Vtscount 
GENERAL WARRANTS, z88 Dunde~, 102, ,234 :'and note, 

:GERMAINE, Lord George (see also 235, 237, 240, 242, 244 
· Sackville, ·;Lord George), 299, GRANBY, Marquis' of, see Manners 

305, 309 . - ·GRAND ALLIANCE, II], II8 
GERMANS, immigrants, I 14 ; in GRANVILLE, Earl'; . see C;.rteret' · 

British Colonies, 189 . .GRASSE, Franc;ois Joseph Paul, 
GERMANY, Princes of .North, side-., - . Comte de, ~ro, ~q. 17 •• • 

with William III., 71; sch'eme for • note, jr8 and nbte, 319 ..--r Y 

union of, 177, 178, r8o; bravery GRASSMARKET (Edinburgh}, 241 
of her troops, 182; 'John Bull' GRAvEs, Ad!JliraFThomas,~•t~;et;;'"' 
hires .troops. from, 259, 274, wards Lord.Griwes, 3I0,,_3II 
275 GRAY, Thomas; 214 

GERTRUYDENBERG, 138 'GREAT LAKES,' the, 191, 197, 2Q], · 
GHENT, 129, 132, 133 208, 217 
GIBRALTAR, taken, 121,_ 127; ceoed GREAT SEAL, 76 ,and note; Com--

to England, 143; 158, 159, 163, mission to affix, 337 
zoo, 205, 301,'313, 314. 315,316, GRE~K, in Scotland, 279 
320, 321 GREEN RIBBON CLUB, 39, 44, 49 

GIFFORD, Bonaventure, 64 GREENE, Nathaniel, 303, 309 
' GILLESPIE GRUMACH,' see Camp- GREENWICH, 12 

bell, Archioald, 8th Earl of GRENADA, 192,)2o, 224, 317, 321 
Argyll · ,GRENADIER GuARDS, 17 

GLADSTONE, William Ewart, 89,_ GRENVILLE, family of, 169, 183, 
305; a 'nominee,' on merit of 285, z86 
unreformed Parliament, 332 -, George, 222, 288, 289, 290, 292, 

GLASGow, 236; insurgents take; 293 · 
237; Union unpopular in, i56; . -, t(ichard Temple, 1st Earl 
Charles Edward at, 273; poor Temple, ·2oo, 2~4, 219, z86, z88, 
rate in, 280; riches of, z8o · 323, -324 ; 

. GLENCOE, 239, 245, 246 · -, \Yilliam, afterwards Lord 
GLENFINNAN, 266 . Grenville, 320, 327, 330 
GLENGARRY, Macdonald of, 245 G~Y, CHARLES, afterwards 2nd 
GLENKENS, the, 236 Earl Grey, 335· 

\. 
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hunted down, 261 ; will be 
loyal, 266; join Charles Ed
ward, 266 ;j Lord G. Murray 
understands, 267 ; at Preston
pans,. 268 ; well behaved, 269 ; 
Charles' only aid, 270; enter 
England, 271 ; did not desert, 
272 and note; reinforcements 
of, 273; starving, 274; ven
geance on, 275 and note; 
desperate loyalty of, 276 

HIGHLANDS, regiments raised in 
the, 202 and note ; Dundee in 
the, 242, 244; Jacob~tism in, 
245; Jacobites in, Wade in, 
263 ; Charles Edward lands in, 
265 ; joy in, 266 ; retreat to 
the, 274; 'pacification' of, 275 ;. 
depopulation of, 277, 28I 

HIGH COMMISSION, Scottish Court 
of, 233 

HIGH STREET, EDINBURGH, 255, 
z68 

HIGHWAYMEN, 90 j 
HILL, Abigail, 135 
HoBBES, Thomas, I4 
HocHKlRCH, 208 
HocKLEY HoLE, 113 
HODDESDON, 54 

•• 

HoGUE, Battle of Cape la, 99, roo 
HOLLAND, War Of 1665-7. with, 

27-30; Peace of 1667 with, 30 ; 
Treaty of r668 with, 32 ; to be 
partitioned, 32 ; War of I672 
against, 32, 33, 34; saved 
{I672) by William of Orange, 
34 ; decline- of, 34 ; Alliance 
with, 38 ; Shaftesbury in, 53 ; 
insurrections start from, 6o ; 
Louis XIV. urges James to 
attack, 67; English regiments 
recalled from, 67 ; Hesse will 
defend, 71 ; William starts 
from, 7I, 72; Mary's affection 
for, 82; her Fleet combined with 
ours, 98 and note, 99 ; packet 
service to, 114 ; France threat
ening, n8; Civil Commis
sioners of, 120, 123, I24 ; crying 
for help, 128 ; Civil Commis
sioners of, 129, I30; ' mis
.leading England;' I37; honours 
Marlborough, 142 ; unable to 
furnish full quota of ships, 142 ; 
to garrison Barrier fortresses, 
143 ; gets her ' Barrier,' 143 ; 
to close the Scheidt, 144 ; 

natural ally of England, 158 ; 
will not fight (1742), 178; in 
danger, 182 ; goes to war, 182 ; 
neutral in Seven Years' War, 
198 ; suffers as a Neutral, 2IO ; 
Scottish intercourse with, 227, 
228, 233, 239, 240, 241; 'John 
Bull' hires troops from, 259, ~ 
262; joins French in Amer,. .. u -

War, 307, 308 and note, 313; 
loses her West Indies, 317 and 
note; Triple Alliance with 
Prussia and, 338 

HOLLAND, Lord, see Fox 
HOLLES, Denzil, Lord Holles, 37, 

40 
HOLMES, Admiral Charles, 206, 

210, 211, 212 
HoLYROOD HousE, Chapel of, 241, 

24! ; procession from, 255, 269 
'HoLY WAR' (Bunyan's), 15 
HONDURAS, 192 
HooD, Admiral Sir Samuel, after

wards Viscount Hood, 3II, 314, 
316, 317, 318 

HouGH, John, afterwards Bishop 
of Worcester, 64 

HOUNSLOW, 69, 90 
HousEHOLD, the Royal, 284, 285, 

320 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, a modern, 

incompetent, 89; 'manage
ment ' of, 151, 152, 153, 154 ; 
Walpole's management of the, 
165; the Opposition in the, 
168, 169, 170; Newcastle job
bing, 201, 203 ; its struggle 
with Wilkes, 288, 289 ; Pitt's 
management of, 324, 325 ; Pitt 
destroys corruption in, 328 and 
note ; Pitt proposes to reform, 
331, 334 ; attached to Pitt, 
334 

HousE OF LoRDS, meetings of 
(1688), 77; debates of r689 
in, 78 ; address to Queen Anne 
(1714), I45; passes Peerage 
Bill, r62 ; Chatham ranting in, 
295; rejects Fox's India Bill, 
324; Pitt's Cabinet largely 
d1osen from, 327 

HowARD, Charle!, 1st Earl of Car
lisle, 37 

-, Charles, nfh Duke of Norfolk, 
335 

-,Henry, 7th 'Duke of Norfolk, "3 
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HoWARD, William, Viscount Staf-
ford, 48 · · 

- OF EscRICK;'jWilliam Howard,· 
3rd Lord, 37, 54 

HowE, Admiral Richard, Earl 
Howe, 309, 314, 316 

-, George Augustus, 3rd .Vis
count, zo8 

~ir William, 299, 3oo, 302, 305, 
309 

' HUDIBRAS,' 13 
HuDsoN BAY CoMPANY, 9 
HUDSON RIVER, 28, · 191, 302, 305, 

309, 310 . 
HUNGARY, 175, 176, 178 
HUNGERFORD, 75 
HUNTLEY, Marquis of, see Gordon 
~Y, 101, 123 
HYDE, Anne, first wife of Jllmes, 

Duke of York, 35 
-, Edward, ·1st Earl of Clarendon; 

22 ; his attitude to Dissenters, 
24, 25 ; in· Cabinet, 26 ; atti
tude to Dutch War, 28; fall of, 
30; exile and death of, 31; his 
• History of Great Rebellion,' 31; 
his style~ us; hates Scots, 233 

-, Henry, 2nd Earl of Claren
don, 58,67,68, 7s.g6 

-, Laurence, Earl of Rochester, 
47. 55,. 58, 63, 65, 67, 68, g6, 
II9, 139 . 

HYDE PARK, 13, II3, r6r 

INDIA, our prestige in, 185; 
Chatham wishes for Crown 
Sovereignty in, 294 ; Russian 
designs on, 338 • 

INDIA BILLS, Fox's, 323; Pitt's, 330 
' INDIANs,' see Red Indians . 
INDULGENCE, proposed Declara-

tion of, 1663, 24 ; Declaration 
of (I6]z), 35, 41; see also De
claration 

'INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION,' the, 
"279. 287 

INHABITED HousE· DuTY, 297 
lNNoc:imr·X., Pope, 57, 59, 69 . 
lNVERARY,245 ' 
INVERNESS, 260, 270, :Z74 .... ~ .. 
INVERNESS-SHIRFe 263 
IPSWICH, 93 .. 
IRELAND, disloyalty of, 287 ; · 

garrison in, .36I; North's 
troubles in, 3 u ; ·'Rockingham~ s · 
policy in, 320; Pitt wants:fr·~~: 
trade with, 330 • · · ·." ·-; 

1sLANDS, the Western Scottish, 261 
ITALY, Campaign in, II9, ·120, 

128; Eugene's Campaigns in, 
130; neutrality of, 131 ; War 
of 1742 in, 177 

]ACOBITES, So; Non-Jurors, 81; 
on 'God's Wrath,' go; plots of, 
95; 99, 103 ; denounce· Army,. 
106; Louis XIV. abandons, 
143~ hopes of the, 145, 146, 
147·· q8; Rising of (I715), 161, 

. 168 ;· · danger from, r 6 5 ; their 
leader in Parliament, r6g ; 
plans· of (1744), 181 ; Rising 
of (1745), 182, 183, . r84·; the 
Scottish, 231 ; the victims of 
1746, 240; in the Convention, 

. 242 ; win Killiecrankie, 244 ; 
· in prison, danger of a landing 

_of, 252; at time of Union, 253; 
.rely on France, 256; ·division 
~f. weakness of (1715), 258, · 

259; courage of, 262 ·; certain· 
to rise again, 263 ; Association 
of, 264 ; the Ladies, 269 ; 
slackness of the English, 271 

JAMAICA, 192, 221, 315, 318, 319 
JAMES I., ro8; as james VI. of 

Scotland, 269 · 
JAMEs·IL, as Duke of York: :New 

York called after, z8; as Ad
miral, 29 ; in command at sea, 
29; in Cabinet, 31 ; convert to 
Catholicism, 33; his second 

. marriage, 33; resigns Admiralty,' 
35; designs of Jesuits on, 41,42; 

.Exclusion of, suggested, 43, 44, 
46, 49, sr, 52; goes to Scot
land, 45 ; indicted as Popish 
recusant, 49 ; in danger, 5'1-; as 
King; character of, 56, 57; first 
steps of, 57, 58 ; his councillors, 
58, 59 ; his Parliament, 6o, 62 ; 
a Dutch life of, 6r (note) ; 
employs ·catholics, 6z ; claims 
Dispensing power, 62, 63 ; ap
points Ecclesiastical Commis
sion, 63 ; his treatment of 
Oxford and Cambridge, 64, 65 ; 

. turns to Dissenters, 65 ; pre
pares for a sham Parliament,. 
66; goes tp St. Winifred's Well, 
67 ; refuses to listen to Louis 
XIV., 67, 71; issues Declara
tion of Indulgence, 68; prose
cutes Seven Bishops, 69 ; his 
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son born, 69, 70.; Will he 
fight?, 72, 73, 74, 75; reverses 
his policy, 72; watches the 
weather, 73; listens to 
Louis XIV., 73 ; at.Salisbury, 
74, 75; returns to London, 75; 
flies to France, 76; ' hath abdi
cated,' 78 ; his coaches sold, 
So ; an impossible person, So ; 
statesmen intrigue with, 86, 96, 
97, 99; his revenue, 88 ; his 
camp at Hounslow, 94 ; death 
of, 107; father of Marshal 
Berwick, 128 ; his Colonial 
policy, 1S8; as James VII. of 
Scotland: Scotland's loyalty to, 
231 ; Conventicles in his reign; 
235; in Scotland, 238; against 
Argyll, 239 ; visits Scotland 
again, becomes King, 240 ; or
ders pictures, 269 ; his folly, 
241 ; deserts Scottish loyalists, 
242 ; loyalty of Church 41t>f 
Scotland to, 243 ; gives Com
mission to Dundee, 244 ; death 
of, 252 

]AMES FRANCIS EDWARD, as 
Prince (If Wales, 6g, 70, 74, 
75; character of, So, 81 ; 
as 'James III.,' 107, 108; 
at Oudenarde, 133 ; to be 
excluded from France, 143 ; 
question of his succession, 
145, 146, 147, 148; Whigs 
hostile to, • 157; 'to receive 
Hanover,' 160; betrayed by 
Bolingbroke, 161, 167 ; Spain 
supports, 163; Shippen con
sults, 169; English Jacobites 
fail, 183; as 'James VIII.' of 
Scotland: recognized by France, 
252 ; attempts for, 253; starts 
for Scotland, driven back, 256 ; 
character of, 257, 258, 278 ; in
surrection of 1715 for, 258, 259, 
26o, 261 ; delays of, 260; 
comes to Scotland, 261 ; retires 
to Rome, 262 ; insurrection of 
1719 for, 263; his marriage, 
263 ; sends Charles a Com
mission, 264; apathy of Eng
land to, 271, 273 

JEFFERSON, Thomas, 29I 
JEFFREYS, Sir George, Lord 

Jeffreys, 15, 58, 61, 62, 63 
JENKINSON, Charles, 1st Earl of 

Liverpool, 330 

' 

JENNINGS, Sarah, see Marlborough, 
Duchess of 

JERMYN, Henry, 1st Lord Dover, 
59 

JERSEY, Isle of, 3I 
JESUITS, plotting, 4I, 42, 43, 48; 

trials of, 43; under James II., 
activity of, 57. 59, 65, 67, 78 ; 
missionary zeal of, I90 ..-

JEws, I85 
JoHNSON, Samuel, 153 
JoHNSTONE, Archibald, of Warris-

toun, 229 
JoSEPH 1., Emperor, 127, I31, 

137. 141 
JOSHUA, 322 
JuDGEs, tenure of the, 109 
JuNCTO, see Cabinet • 
JuR~PRUDENCE, Scottish, 251, 

254,280 
JuxoN, Archbishop William, 22 

KATHARINE, Queen of Charles II., 
9, 26 ; proposal to divorce, 46; 
insults to, 48 ; at Oxford, so; 
6g ...... 

KATHARINE II., Czarina of Russia, 
223, 308 (note) • 

KEITH, George, Earl Marischal, 
263 

KELLLY, George, 265 
KEN, Thomas, Bishop of Bath 

and Wells, 15, 68 
KENMURE, Lord, see Gordon 
KENSINGTON, II2 
KENSINGTON PALACE, S4, 147, 

q8, 272 
KENT, garrisoned by Germans, 

200 
KEPPEL, Admiral Augustus, Vis

count Keppel, 219, 3I5, 3I9 
-,George, 3rd Earl of Albemarle, 

222 
KER OF GRADEN, Colonel Henry, 

269 
KEW, 284 
KILLIECRANKIE, Battle of, 244 
' KILLING TIMES,' the, 228, 240 
KILMARNOCK, 250 
KILMARNOCK, Earl of, see Boyd 
' KfNG OF PRUS~IA,' the, 225 and 

note 
KINGSBURGH,e Alexander Mac-

donald of, 276 
' KING's FRIENDS,' the Party of, 
:,.._286, 295, 296, 327, 335 
KiNGSLAND, 90 
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KING's MouNTAIN, 309 
KIRK OF ScoTLAND, factions 

in the, 228 ; moderates of-, 
229, 230 ; ' outed' ministers 
of, 232, 233. 234; they hold 
Conventicles, 235, 236, 237 ; 
insurrections of fanatics - of, 
236, 237, 238; settled. at Re-

~lution, 243, 244, 246, 247, 
248 ; its ignorance and intoler
ance, 251, 253 ; its supremacy, 
255; growing tolerance in, 
278, 279 ' 

-, General Assembly of, 2~7,. 230, 
246, 247 

KIRK SESSIONS, 230, 279 . 
KIRKE, Colonel Percy, 61 . 
~LOSTERSEVEN, Convention of, 

204, 205, 206 • 
KNox, John, 239 
KOLLIN, 204-
KuNERSDORF, 215 

LA BASSEE, 136, 138 
LADENBURG, 124 
LA GALISSONilmE, Roland Michel, 

Marquis de, 189, 193, 200 
LAGOS, 215 , 
LAKE,' John, Bishop of Chichester, 

68, III 
LAMBART, Colonel Hamilton, 219 
' LAMMERJ\IOOR,' ' THE BRIDE OF,' 

239 
LANCASHIRE, 261,262 
LANDAU, 127 
LANDEN, Battle of, 9·'1. 102, 128 
LAND TAx·, of William III., 91 ; 

under ·walpole, 171 
LANSDOWNE, Marquis of, see 

Petty 
LA SALLE, Robert de, 189, 191 
LATIN, in Scotland, 279 
' LA TULIPE,' name for French 

Private Soldier, 133 
LAUD, William, Archbishop of 
• Canterbury, 4, 230, 232 
LAUDERDALE, Duke of, see Mait-

land 
LAUFFELDT, Battle of, 182 
'LAw OF NATURE,' nonsense 

talked about, 291, 300, 3or. 
LAw, William, ~o · 
LEE, General Rob~t. 303 
LEECH, John, 93 
LEEW AJW Islands, see 

Indies 
LEGACY DUTY, 329 

West 

j' 

LEGGE, George, 1st Lord Da-rt" 
mouth, 72, 73 

-, Heriry Bilson, 204 
LEIGHTON, Alexander, 232 

- -, Robert, Bishop of Dunblane, 
afterwards Archbishop of Glas-
gow;.232, 236, 237' · 

LENNOX, Charles, 3rd Duke of 
Richmond, 333 

LEOPOLD I.; Emperor, 39, 40, 41, 
6~ 9~ 10~ 105, 12~ 127 

LESLIE, John, 7th Earl, 1st Duke 
of Rothes,. 235 

LESTOCK, Richard, Admiral, 180 
· (note) 

LEUTHEN, 205 
LEVANT .COMPANY, 9 
L:Evrs, Frano;ois Gaston, Due de, 

2II, 214 
LEXINGTON, Battle of, 299 
LIBEL, Law of, 20 
LICENSING AcT, 20 
L.J_CHFIELD, 272 
LrEGE, 101, 123 
LIEGNITZ, 217 
'LIFE GUARDS,' the, 17, 49, 122 
LIGONIER, John, afterwards Earl 

Ligonier, 199 (note), 206, 220 
LIL.LE, 133 
' LILLIBURLERO,' 67 
'LIMITATIONS;' the Scottish, 254 
LINDSAY, Colin, 3rd Earl of 

Balcarres, 242 
LIPPE- B'uCKEBURG, 'Wilhelm, 

Count of, 223 
LISBON, II4, 223 • 
• LITTLE LAKES,' 191, 197. 206, 

207, 2II' 
LIVERPOOL; trade of, seventeenth 

century, II -
LIVERPOOL; Earl of, see Jenkinson 
LLOYD, William, Bishop of St. 

Asaph, 68 
LoCHIEL, see Cameron of Lochiel 
LocH-NA-NUAGH, 277 . 
LocKE, John, 37, so, 51 (note), 96 
LocKHART of -Carnwath, George, 

253 
LoNDON, French weavers in, 10; 

trade of, seventeenth century, 
II; centre of fashion, 12, 13; 
Plague of, 26; fire of, 27; 
rebuilding of, 27 ; hostile to 
Dutch, 28; Whiggery of, 37. 
48, 53,· 54 ; Papists dismissed 
from, 43 ; Shaftesbury hiding 
in, 53 ; forfeiture of charter ot 
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54 ; the Seven Bishops in, 68, 
69; James returns to, 75; 
mob riots in, 75; James re
turns to and flies from, 76 ; 
William III. comes to, 77 ; 
merchants of, 92 ; amusements 
of, II3; post within, II4; 
mad over Sacheverell, I38; 
will not hoot Eugene, qi ; 
disturbed condition of, 
George I., I6I ; her merchants 
petition against Spain, I72 ; 
brutal mob of, I84; Argyll 
scolded in, 26I ; Scots tried in, 
262 ; no defences of, z6g, 27I, 
272 ; Charles Edward advances 
towards, 270; panic in, 272 ; 
Scottish executions in, 277 ; 
contrasted with Edinburgh, 28o; 
Gordon Riots in, 282, 3I2 and 
(note) ; Wilkes riots in, 289 ; 
corruption of modern Guar
dians of the Poor in, 332 ; feai' 
to lose Pitt, 337 

LONDON BRIDGE, I2 
'LONDON GAZETTE,' I3 
'LONG ISLAND,' the (Scotland), 265 
LoRD MAYoR; at the Fire of 

London, 27 ; called to an 
Assembly, I688, 77 

LORDS OF THE ARTICLES, 228, 235, 
248, 249 

LORNE, Lorc~;c~q.mpbell Archi
bald, gth Earl ot ~vll 

LORRAINE, Duchy of, I05, 175, 
I76 

-, James III. in, 143. 145 
LoRRAINE, Leopold Charles 

Joseph, Duke of, 139 
-,Francis, Stephen, Duke of, 183 
LouDOUN, Earl of, see Campbell 
Lours XIV., bigotry of, ro ; 

subsidizes Charles II., Treaty 
with, 32, 33; Charles deceives, 
34, 38 ; .his aggressions, 39 ; 
bribes English Parliament,· 40 ; 
makes Peace of Nimeguen, 41; 
uses Jesuits, 42; attacks Lux
emburg, 55 ; his advice to 
James II., 55; persecuting 
Protestants, 57 ; William hates, 
59 ; aggressions of, 6o ; offers 
James alliance, 67; attacks 
Philipsburg, 71; James offers 
alliance to, 73; receives James 
in' exile, 76; dangerfrom (I68g), 
78 ; William will humble, 84 ; 

his army, 94 ; his riches, 99; 
his Flemish campaigns, roo; 
makes Peace of Ryswick, 103 ; 
Marlborough and, 103 (note) ; 
on Spanish succession, 104, 105 ; 
makes Partition Treaties, 105 ; 
perjured. ro6, ro7 ; recognizes 
James III., 107, 252; will help 
Jacobites, 256; death of, ~ 
Spain will support, II8 ; Eu
gene's hatred for, II9 ; his 
present to Elector of Bavaria, 
123 ; what be would say about 
Blenheim, 126 ; inclined to 
yield (1706), I3o; concludes 
Treaty for Ita! y, r 3 I ; offers 
peace, 135, 137 ; appeals to his 
people, 135 ; offers Marlboroug!l 
a bribe, 137 ; renews offers C!'f 
peate, I38, I39; deaths in his 
family, qr ; concludes Peace, 
142, I43, 144 ; irritation of, 
I 5 I ; France after his dea tb, 
158 

Lours XV., 141 ; his throne 
coveted by Philip V., 158, 159; 
his son born, 159; at Fontenoy, 
r 82, I 8 5 ; listens to Maria 
Theresa, 194, 195 ; unwilling 
for war, 197 ; sends army over 
Rhine, 201 ; unready for war, 
203 ; can spare no troops for 
Canada, 207 ; receives Charles 
Edward, 264 ; is for ' Peace at 
any price,' 296 ; death of, 306 

Lours XVI., accession of, 306 ; 
his health proposed, 322 

Lours, Dauphin, son of Louis 
XIV., ro4, 105 

LOUISBURG, 182, 185, 191, 194, 
206, 207, 208, 209, 210 

LOUISIANA, 191, 192, 224 
LOUVAIN, 129, 131 
LouvOis, Fran<;ois Michel Le Tel

lier, Marquis de, 71 
LovAT, Lord, see Fraser 
LOYALISTS, the American, 298, 

302, 3Il, 320, 322 
LuDGATE HILL, r6r 
LuDLow, Edmund, rg 
LuDeVIG WILHELM,-JVIargrave of 

Baden, 120, rz\, 125 
LUMLEY, Rich<jfd. ,rst Lord Lum

ley (afterwards rst Earl of 
Scarborough), 70 

~TTRELL, Narcissus, II3, 138 
L&zrNGEN, 125, 126 
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LuXEMBURG, 55 
LuxEMBURG, Fran<;ois Henri de 

Montmorenci, Due de, Marshal, 
IOI, !02,. 103 

LYME, 6o 

spiring against Frederick, 197; 
-concludes Treaties with France, 
rg8, 201, 204; to be 'polished 
off,' 202 ; her Allies, 204 

MARIE ANTOINETTE, Queen of 
LYONS, 307 
LYs, River, 135 

.)~TTELTON, family of, 

France, 306 
MARIE GALANTE, I92, 220, 224 
MARINES, first reg-iment of, 17 
MARLBOROUGH, Duke of, see 

'MACALPIN,' 'Janet,' 281 Churchill 
-,'Sergeant More,' 28I -, Sarah, Duchess of, IIo, III, 
' MACBRIAR,' 'Ephraim,' 235 II7, 130, 135, 138 ' 
MACCLESFIELD, 271 . MARRIAGE LAWS (Hardwicke's 
MACDONALD, family of, 231, 260, Act), 185 

265, 266, 275 • MARRYAT, Captain Frederick, 
-,Flora, 276 -'Poor Jack,' 225 (note). 
MACHIAVELLI, Niccolo, So, 176, MARSIN, Ferdinand, Comte de, 
• 326 Marshal, 126 
MACKAY, family of, 231 • MARTINIQUE, 192, -209, 219, 220, 
-,Hugh, .74, 102, 242, 244, 245 221, 224, 318 
MACKENZIE, of Rosehaugh, Sir MARY I., Queen, 15, 75 

George, 234. 243 MARY II., Queen, 28. As Princess: 
-, William, sth Earl of Seaforth, ·'• her marriage, 35. 39 ; as possible 

263 Regent, 46, 51; heiress of 
MACKINTOSH, William, Brigadier, · England, 59, 63, 67, 73 ; her 

26o, 271 · letter· to Anne, 68, 70; as 
MACLEOD, Clan of, 274, 275 (note) · Queen: declared, Queen, 79, 8o; 
MACPHERSON, Clan of,. 267 crown settled on, 8r ; her char-
MADRAS, r82, 185, 222 acter and Memoirs, 81, 82, 83 ; 
MADRID, 128, 134, 263 . William unfaithful to, 84 ; on 
MAGDALEN COLLEGE, Oxford, 64, insolellce of Englishmen, 86 ; 

70, 73, 137 her death, 95 ; left as Regent, 
MAIN, River, 178; 179. 82, 83, 97, 99; her opinion of 
MAINZ, 124 Peterborough, 128 
MAITLAND, John, Duke o£ Lauder- MARY BEATRICE, Queen of James 

dale, 31, 229, 234, 236, 237, 240, II., 33, 42 ; with child, 67; birth 
248 · t' of her son, 6g, 70; welcomed in 

MALAGA, 127 > France, 76, 240 
MALPLAQUET, Battle of;' 21, 136, MASEYK, 123 

26! : MASQUERADES, 153 
.MALTA, 134 . MASSACHUSETTS, 292, ~95, 298 
MALT TAX, 257 (note) MASTRICHT, IOI, 123, 124, 129 

. MANCHESTER, 271 MATHEWS, Thomas, Admiral, r8o 
MANCHESTER, Earl of, see Montagu and note 
MANILA, 221, 222, 224 MA,URITIUS, 2I7, 2Ig 
MANNERS,• John, Marquis of MAXEN, 2I5 

Granby, 217, 223, 225, 27I MAXIM GuNS, 106 (note) 
(note) • 't MAXWELL, William, sth Earl of 

_MANSFIELD, Earl of, see Murray . Nithsdale, 260, 264 
MANTON, Dr. Thomas, 139' . - --6th (titular) Earl of Niths-
MANUFACTUREi, Sc9tti'sh;• 248, dale, 269 

250, 251, 256,· 280· ,• _-.; MECHLIN, I29 
MAR, Earl of;· se~ Erskine : j MECKLENBUR~G-STRELITZ, see Char-
MARGATE, 8y. · - ·: lotte,.Queen 
MARIA THERESA, Empress, 175, MEDWAY, River, Dutch fleet in. 

176, 177, r8o, r8_2, r83 ; se~ng the, 30 
French alliance, 194, 195 ; con-. J\IIEHAIGNE, River, 128 
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'MELINCOURT,' 331 (note) 
MENIN, 130 
MEN SERVANTS, tax on, 297, 

329 
MERTON COLLEGE, Oxford, 50 
METHODISTS, 150 
METHUEN, Paul, 144, 145 
MEUSE, River, IOI, !02, I23, 128 
MEXICO, Gulf of, 174 
MIDDLESEX, 289 
MIDDLETON, John, 1st Earl of 

Middleton, 229, 235 
MILAN, Duchy of, 104, 105, 130, 

144· 158, 159, 175 
MILITIA, weakness of, 61, 62; 

praised, 94 ; Bill to revive the 
(I757), 198, 201 and note; the 
American, 299, 304, 305 

MILTON, John, 13, liS, 246, 276 
MINDEN, Battle of, 215, 2I7, 225 
MINORCA, 33 ; capture of, 134 ; 

cession of, 143; 159, 198, 200, 
20I,209,2I9,224,301,313, 31~ 
315, 316, 321 

MIQUELON, Island of, 224 
MISSISSIPPI, River, I9I, 2i4, 297, 

322 
MoDENA, Mary of, see Mary 

Beatrice 
MOFFAT, 27I 
MoiRA, Lord, see ;Hastings 
MoNCKTON, Colonel Robert, I97, 

208, 210, 213 
MoNDELHEIM, 124 
MoNK, George, Ist Duke of 

Albemarle, 16, 17, 25, 29, 30 
MoNMOUTH, Duke of, see 'Crofts 
--,Earl of, see Mordaunt 
MoNs, ror, 130, 136 
MoNTAGU, Charles, Earl of Halifax, 

96 
-, Edward, 2nd Earl of Man

chester, 25 
-, -, rst Earl of Sandwich, 33 
-,John, 4th Earl of Sandwich, 

299, 314, 317 
-, Lady Mary Wortley, 152 
MoNTCALM, Louis Joseph, Marquis 

de, 206, 208, 2II, 212, 213 
' MONTGOMERY'S REGIMENT,' 202 

(note) , 
MONTMORENCY, River, 2II 
MONTREAL,208, 211,213, 214,2I7 

2!8 
MONTROSE, 261 
MoNTROSE, Marquis of, see Graham 
MORAYJFIRTH, 274 

MoRDAUNT, Charles, 3rd Earl of 
Peterborough, 83, 120, 127, 128 

MoRICE, Sir William, 31 
MoRLEY, George, Bishop of Win

chester, 22 
MoSELLE, River, 124, 127, 128 
'MUCKLEWRATH,' ' Habakkuk,' 

235 
' MuG-HOUSEs,' r6r .. 
MuN, Thomas, IO 
MUNCHAUSEN,Baron Adolf Gerlach 

von, r6o 
MURRAY, Lord George, 263, 267, 

268,270,271,272,273,274,275 
-,General James, 208, 210, 214, 

217 
-,John, rst Duke of Atholl, 242 
-,Lord William, 2nd Lord Nairn• 

262. 
- or NAIRN, John, 3rd Lord 

Nairn, 269 
-, William, rst Earl of Mansfield, 

194, 290 
--, -, Marquis of Tullibardine, 

rightfully Duke of Atholl, 263, 
265, 267, 269, 275 

-OF BROUGHTON, John,\:1264, 
265, 266, 277 

MuTINY AcT, 93, 94 

NAIRN, 274 
NAIRN, Lord, see Murray 
NAMUR, IOI, 103, 128, 130 
NANTES, 26 5 ; Edict of, revoked, 6o 
NAPLES, Kingdom of (see also 
.... Sicilies, Kingdom of the Two), 
lro4; 105, 130, 144, 158, 173 

NAPOLEON, Emperor, 92, 187, 295 
NARBOROUGH, Sir John, 29 
NASEBY, Battle of, 27:J 
NASSAU, 74 
NATIONAL DFBT, origin of ;the, 

32 ; in William III., 91 ; growth 
of, 92; South Sea Company and 
the, 163 ; reduction of Interest 
on the, 170 ; Sinking Fund for 

. the, 171 ; Charles Edward de
nounces, 270; Pitt's plan for 
reducing, 329, 330 

NATIONAL. DEFENCE BILL, I98, 
2or• • 

NAVIGATION ACT, II, 12, 289, 3II; 
Scotland exclutl.ed from benefits 

. of, i27, 248, 2501; the Scottish 
~ .Act, 248 
NA~i/" (of Charles II.), 28-38; of 
,.Ja~es II., 72, 73, 74; William 
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III.'s use of,~ 84; wrecks in 
I689 and· 1703, go ; favoured 
by Parliament, 94 ; Russell's 
administration of, 97, g8, 99; 
to be strengthened, ro6; at 
Toulon (I707), I3I, I3z·; re
cruiting for, I32; takes Minorca, 
I34; neglect of, af,ter I714, 150; 

•difficulty of recruiting for, I77 ; 
at Toulon (I744), I8o and note; 
victories of, I84, I85 ; in Seven:. 
Years' War, cruising in Atlantic, 
195; scattered, zoo; Pitt's use 
of, 205, zo6 ; at Carthagena, 
207 ; at Louisburg, zo8 ; in 
Atlantic, 2og, 2I5, 2I9; a~ 
Quiberon, 2I6; in Canada, 2IO, 

• 211, 212, 2I4; in East Indies, 
217, 222; in West Indi¥s 209, 
220, 221, 226; jobbery in, 285·; 
in American War, figures of, 
30I ; true function of, 304, 305 ; 
takes French ships, 306.; coali
tion against, 307, 313 ; France 
seldom fights, 308, 315; in West 
Indies, 310, 3I7, 3I8; fails to 
reliev!J Cornwallis/3II, 318; in 
East Indies, 3I3 ; recruiting 
for, 3I3 (note); off Ushant, 315; 
scattered all over World, 314 :. 

. .relieves. Gibraltar, 3I5, 3;r6; · 
NECKAR, River, 124 . 
NEERSPECKEN, IOZ 
NELSON, H"oratio, Viscount Nelson, 

- -190, 191, 292, 297, 298, 305, 309, 
.310, 311• 3I6 

NIMEGUEN, 39, 4I, 123 
' NINETEEN,' The (Insurrection of 

.I7I9), 263, 265, 267 
NITHSDALE, Earl of, see Maxwell 
NoAILLES, Adrien Maurice, Due 

de, .Marshal, 178, ·179 
Norx (Isle aux), 211, 2I7 
'NoN-JuRo:Rs,' the, 8I, I II, 149 
-, the Scottish,. 243, 24 7, 256, 

. 278 .· . . 

.NooTKA SouND, 338 
· NoRFOL~, D"uke of, see Howard 

NORRIS, Admiral Sir John, 264 
NoRTH, Sir Dudley, ro 
-, Frederick, Lord North, 284 

·(note); takes Office, 296; ability 
of, 297; closes Boston Port, 298 ; 
has country behind him, 299 ; 
weakness of, 299, 305; wishes, 
to·resign, his troubles, 3II, 313; 

•-~esigns, 3i9; coalesces with Fox, 
.. : 32I,' 323, '325, 329, 336, 337 

... .:___, Roger, I2 · 
~NORTH BRITON,' the, 288 
NoRTHUMBERLAND, z6o 

• NORTHUMBERLAND, Earl of, see 
. "Percy · · . 

NoTTINGHAMSEIRE, 75 · 
Nov'<\ Sco:riA, ceded to England, 

•143 and note, I94; I97 
'No-vorE,' City of; 33I 
NuNcio, a Papal, 65 

29, I34.• 3I4 . 
NETEERBOW, the (Edinbu.rgh), OATES, Titus, 4I, 42, 43, 46, 47, 48 

z68 'OATH oF AssURANCE,' 247, 248 
NETHERLANDS, th.e Spanish, see OCCASIONAL CONFORMITY BILL, 

Flanders, Belgium· ' 13I, 140 
NEuTRALS, Choiseul plans. to· use OcTOBER CLuB, I39 

the, 22I ; suffer in war time, 2IO 0GILVY, David, 5th Earl of Airlie, 
NEWCASTLE-ClN•TYNE, :i:I4, :z68 z6g, 275 
NEWCASTLE, Duke of; see Pelham- -, family of, 23I, 239 

· Holles . · : ·: ·· ·~ · -,James, Ist Earl of Seafield, 
NEW ENGLAND, (see also Massa- 253. 255 

chusetts), r88, 189, z8g, 302,'304 OGLETHORPE, General James Ed-
NEWFOUNDLAND, 12I, I8g, 224 ward, 189 

322; becomes English, 143 Omo, River, Igi, I93, 194, 297, 
and .note 322 

'iNEW FRANCE,' I90 OLD SARUM, 33I 
NEWGATE, 161• e. 0LIPHA.NT OF GASK, Laurence, 269 
NEw JERSEY, 30;'188, 305i ''ONE-VOTE,' Borough of, 331 
NEWMARKET, 5, ~ . •' ., ONTARIO, Lake, 208 
NEw ORLEANS, .I9I· : . ,OP.QAM, Jacob vVassenaer van, zg 
NEWSPAPERS; 114 . . . • 'OPERA, fhe,·II3, I53 • '">"1 
.NEWTON, Sir Isaac, 14, g6 ·:·:~, ,· OPPOSITION, rise of the, 159. 16o; 
NEW YORK, 28, 30, 114, I8·~ .. tsg;; :- in George III., bribing and 

-t't _ .. _ .• 
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jobbing, 285 ; favours Wilkes, 
288 ; on American \Var, 294, 
296 ; denouncing Army, 302 ; 
traitorous conduct of,"303 

ORANGE, Prince of, see William III. 
ORKNEY ISLANDS, 241 
ORKNEY, Earl of, see Hamilton 
ORMOND, Duke of, see Butler 
0RVILLIERS, Louis Guillouet, 

Comte d', 314, 315 
OsBORNE, Admiral Henry, 207 
-, Sir Thomas, afterwards Earl 

of Danby, Marquis of Car-
marthen and Duke of Leeds, 
35, 38, 39, 40, 43, 44, 67, 70, 
75, 79, 83, 86, 97, 155 

0STEND, 130, 132 
OSWALD, Richard, 322 
0TTERY, 74 
0UDENARDE, Battle of, 121, 130, 

132, 133. 261 
OXFoRD, Court at (1665), 27 ; the 

Gazette, 13; Mayor and Core 
poration of, in prison, 332 ; 
Parliament of r681 at, 49, 50, 
51 ; Royal Society at, 14; 
troops sent to, 259; James mis
handles University of, 64 

PACKET BOATS, II4 
PALACE YARD, Westminster, 289 
'PALATINES,' in British Colonies, 

rSg 
PALL MALL, 161 
PALMER, Roger, Earl of Castle-

maine, 59 
PANAMA, 143, 249, 250 
PANTOMIMES, 153 
'PARADISE LosT,' 13 
'PARADISE REGAINED,'. 13 
PARIS, Charles Edward in, 265; 

Chatham watching,· 304; dis
tress in, 135 ; Peace of (1763), 
224, denounced, 288, 293 ; 
the storm brewing in, 338 

PARKER, Dr. Samuel, Bishop of 
Oxford, 64 

PARLIAMENT, of 1661, 16; re
ligious temper of, 22, 23, 24, 
25 ; demands Peace, 34 ; re
jects Declaration of Indulgence, 
35 ; passes Test Act, 35 ; 
changed opinions of, 36 ; Whig 
party in, 37 sqq. ; long proro
gations of, 39 ; brtbed by 
Louis XIV., 40 ; violence of, 
43; dissolved, 44; (of 1679), 

44, 45, 46; (of r68o), 49; 
(of r68r), 49, so, 51 ; in
termission of, 55 ; (of r685), 
6o, 61, 62; James prepares for 
sham, 66, 70 ; for a free, 73 ; 
William demands a free, 73; 
' to be held frequently/ So ; 
William cannot manage, 85,.; 
factiousness of, 86, 87, 95, I~, 
ro6 ; obtains control of purse, 
87, 88, Sg; becomes Protec
tionist, go ; obtains control of 
Army, 93, 94 ; settles Suc
cession, Io8, rog; (of r68g), 
79, 87; (of I6g8), ro6; (of 
I70I), I07; factions in Anne's 
reign in, n6, II7; corruption of, 
in eighteenth century, ISO, ISle 
154 •• 155, 156; omnipotence of, 
162; elections to, 162; Walpole's 
power in, 170, I7I ; legislates 
for Colonies, r88 ; jealous 
of Scottish competition, 250; 
Scottish representation in, 254; 
George II. addressing (1745), 
267 ; could control any King, 
278 ; family influence in, 284, 
285, 286; Royal influence in, 
285, 286; Wilkes' agitation in, 
288 ; mob coercion of, 289 ; 
conciliatory measures in, 298 ; 
North's majority in, 299; cam
paign of faction in, 302, 303 ; 
privileges of, 324 ; Pitt puri
fies, 328 ; Reform of, proposed, 
330, 334 ; duration of, 333 

PARLIAMENT, the Scottish, re
stored, 227; its character, 228 ; 
repeals Acts since I639, 229 ; 
its moderation, 230 ; its ' perse
cuting' Acts, 235 ; in r68r, 
238, 239 ; loyal to James VII., 
240, 241 ; at the Revolution 
(see also Convention), 243. 244; 
holds enquiry about Glencoe, 
246; settles the Kirk, 247; im
poses de jure oath, 248; its 
commercial grievances, 248 ; 
its political weakness, 248; its 
Darien Scheme, 249 ; the last 
me~ting of, 2e'J3· 254, 255 ; 
lament for the, 255 

PARTITION, Tr•aties of (16<)8, 
1700), 104, I05 

'PASTORALS' (Pope's), 114 
P~ERSON, William, 92, 249 
'PkrRIOT KrNG,' the, 15.5 
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PATRONAGE, in Scottish Kirk, 
256, 278 

PAUPERISM, g, 280 
PEACOCK, Thomas Love, 331 
PEDEN, Alexander, 234 
PEERAGE' BILL, 162 and note 
PELHAM, family of, 286 
- Henry 170, 177, 181, 182, 
.~83. 18;, 18~ 194· 19~. 203 
PELHAM-BOLLES, Thomas, Duke 

of Newcastle, 155, 170, 177, 
181, 185, 186; 194, 195, 197, 
198, 200, 201, 202,· 203, 2og, 
219, 223, 285, 286, 287, ·293, 
294 . 

PENN, William, 65. 
PENNSYLVANIA, r88, 29I, 297, 305 

.PENRITH, 273 
PENTLAND FIRTH, 274 
PEPYS, Mrs., 9 .. 
-, Samuel, 12, 29 

·PERCY, Algernon, roth Earl of 
Northumberland, 25 

PERTH, Mar at, 260, 261 ; Charles 
Edward at, 267 

PERTH, Earl of, Duke of, see 
Drummond · 

PETER III., Czar of Russia, 2ZI, 
223 

PETERBOROUGH, Earl OJ, see Mar-
daunt 

PETERS, Hugh, 18 
PETERHEAD, 261 
PETITIONS, declared lawful, So ; 

Statute of Tumultuous, 20 
PETRE, Edward, Father, 59, 67, 

6g 
PETT, Peter, 29 
PETTY, Sir William, 10 
-, William, 3rd Earl of Shel

burne, rst Marquis of Lans
downe, 286, 290, 293, 296, 319, 
320, 32 I, 323, 324, 327 

PETWORTH, 120, 175 . 
PHILADELPHIA, 196, 300, 305, 309 
PHILIP V., ·King of· Spain, IOS, _ 

I18, 128, 130, 134, 135, 139, 
141, 142, 143, 144 ; covets 
France, 158, 159; resents 
Gibraltar, 159 ; 163, 165, IJ], 
2.)8 • • 

PHILIP, Duke l'>f Orleans, Regent 
of France, 25~ 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 104, 222 
PHILIPSBURG, 71 
PICCADILLY, II2 ·' 
PIEDMONTESE, Army of, 104 

'PILGRIM's PRoGREss' (Bunyan's), 
15, 25 

PINNEY, case of Rex v. Pinney, 
312 (note) 

PITSLIGO, Lord, see Forbes 
PITT, William, rst Earl of Chat

ham, his views on India, 14I ; 
pupil of Carteret, 167, r68; 
appears in Parliament, 169 ;· 
leads the Opposition, I74 ; 
Pelham intrigues with, 181; his 
later design~. 182 ; becomes 
Paymaster, r83, 186; can
didate for office, 194 ; his 
National Defence Bill, 198 ; 
character of, 198, 199 and 
note ; becomes Secretary of 
State, 200; carries Militia 
Bill, 201 and note; dismissed, 
202 ; returns to office, 203 ; 
his first efforts as War Minister, 
204, 205 ;. supports Prussia, 

• 206; conciliates Colonists, 206; 
plans the whole war, 207 ; 
reinforces Ferdinand, orders 
descents on French coast, 209, 
216 ; runs risk of invasion, 
210; wants to attack Mauri
tius, 217; wants to attack 
Spain, 218, 219, 220; sends 
expedition to Belleisle, 219; 
resigns, 220 ; his plans carried 
out, 222; Newcastle against, 
223; Treaty of Paris, 224; 
free from party ties, 286 ; 
in the sulks, 287 ; depen
dent on Temple, 288 ; seduced 
bv Franklin, 29I ; denounces 
Peace of Paris, becomes · 
Earl of Chatham, 293 ; his 
grandiose schemes (I 766), 294 ; 
resigns office, 295 ; cries for 
war, 296; denounces North, 
296 ; his gift for choosing men, 
299 ; factious conduct of, 302 ; 
watching France, 304; death 
of, 308 ; could he have saved 
America?, ]II; his name .. 
strengthens his son, 325 ; had 
trained his son, 326 ; might 
have saved Europe, 326, 327; 
a tamer of kings, 32(5 and note ; 
in favour of Reform, 331 ; a 
' nominee,' 332 ; for a Triennial 
Bill, • 333 ; his ' tomahawk,' 
337 .. 

-,William (Junior), 86; carries 



INDEX 

Excise scheme, 172; 'a Tory,' 
284 (note) ; becomes Chan
cellor of Exchequer, 320 ; 
George approaches, 323 ; be
comes Prime Minister, 324, 325 ; 
character of, 325, 326 ; his first 
Cabinet, 327; George's rela
tion to, 327, 328 ; his zeal for 
great causes, 328; his financial 
policy, 328 and note, 329, 330 ; 
his East India Bill, on Slave 
Trade, 330 ; on Parliamentary 
Reform, 331, 334, 335; blamed 
for not resigning, 335 ; at the 
Regency Crisis, 336, 337; foreign 
policy of, 337. 338; reduces ex
penditure on armaments, 337 

PRETENDER,' King James Ill. 
called, 259; Prince Charles 
Edward called, 266 

PLACE BILL (1694, 1706), 87 
PLAGUE (of 1665), 26, 27, 29 
PLASSEY; Battle of, 209 e 
' PLATE FLEET,' the Spanish, 220 
PLOT, RoBERT, 14 · 
PLYMOUTII, go, 2IO, 215, 216 
PococK, Admiral Sir George, 2I7, 

221, 222 
POLAND, 197 
POLLOCK, John, author of the 

'Popish Plot,' 42 
POLL TAX, 91 
PONDICHERRY, fall of, 217 
PooLE, R. L., ' Historical Atlas,' 

143 (note) 
PoPE, Alexander, 114, 153 
POPE, the, burned in effigy, 48 
• PoPISH PLOT,' the, 41 sqq. 
• PoRPoisE,' the, 74 
'PoRTEous RroT,' 264, 279 
PORTLAND, Earl of, Duke of, see 
" Bentinck 
PORT MAHON, 200, 315 
PORTOBELLO, 143, 174 
PORTO Rico, rgz 
PORTUGAL, alliance with, 26 ; 

joins Alliance (I704), 127, 128; 
Methuen's Treaty 'vith, 145 ; 
Spain attacks (1762), 221, 222, 
223 

PosT, within London, I14 
POST OFFICE, 21 
PowiS, Marquis of, see Herbert 
PRAGUE, 204 
PRANCE, Miles, 43 • 
PRATT, Charles, rst Earl Camden, 

294· 319 

PRAYER BooK, alterations in, 22; 
used in Scotland, 278 

PRELACY, a ' grievance ' to Scot
land, 243 

PRESTONPANS, Battle of, 196 
(note), 268, 274 

PRIDE, Thomas, 41 
PRIDEAUX, Humphrey, so 
' PRIME MINISTER,' unpopulari~ 

of title, 26 ; origin of, Walpole 
the first real, I 64 

PRIMROSE, Archibald Philip, sth 
Earl of Rosebery, 327 

' PRINCIPIA' (Newton's), 14 
PRIVATEERS, French, IOo 
PRIVY COUNCIL, decay of the, 7, 

8, II ; Presbyterians in, 25 ; 
Committees of, 25 ; new scheme• 
for, 4.5; of James II., 57. 59; 
in ACt of Settlement, 109 

- (SCOTTISH), 233, 234, 239, 241, 
242, 249 

PRIVY SEAL, Office of the Lord, 293 
PRIZE FIGHTERS, II3 and note 

· PRESBYTERIANS, the London, 25; 
the English, 65, 71 ; under 
Toleration Act, 87 

- 1• PRESBYTERIANISM (in Scot
land), 231, 232; 240, 244, 247, 
250, 253. 279 

PRESTON, 261 
PROTECTION, Scottish measures of, 

248 
PROTECTORATE, the, in Scotland, 

227 
PROTESTANTS, French, immi-

grants, ro 
' PROTESTERS,' 228 
PRUSSIA, joins Grand Alliance, g8; 

a coming Power, 159 ; Treaty 
of 1727 with, 165; in danger 
(1756), 194, 197, 204; takes 
offensive, 2or ; her interests 
coincide with English, 202 ; 
financial methods of, 206 (note) ; 
subsidized by England, 206 ; 
Chatham seeks alliance with, 
294; in the Armed Neutrality 
of r 780, 307 ; Triple Alliance 
with Holland and, 338 

PuDDIIJG LANE, London, 27 
PuLTENEY, Sir ~illiam, after

wards Earl of eBath, 164, r6g, 
177, 183 

PURCELL, Henry, 13 
Pv!lt• J ohri, 20 
PYRENEES, the, 99 
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QUAKERS, 65, 150 ; . in America, 
· ·188, 197, 271 (note) 
QUEBEC, 121, 207, 208, 210, 211, 

212, 213, 21~·21~ 217, 300 
-AcT, 297 and note, _32;2, 337 
QuEENSBERRY, Dukes of, see 

Douglas 
QUE!:NSFERRY, 238 
QuiBERON Bay, Battle of, 216 

RoBARTES, John Robartes, 1st · 
Earl of, 25, 36 

-, Lady Essex, 12 
ROBERTSON, Clan of, 267/ 

· -, Principal 'Y.illiam, 279 
RoBETHON, Jean, 160 · 
ROBINSON, John, Bishop of Bristol, 

140 
RoB RoY, 256 
RocHAMBEAU, Jean Baptiste de 

RADCLIFFE, James,· 3rd Earl of Vimeur, Comte de, 310 
Derwentwater, 260, 262 ROCHEFORT, 205, 207, 215, 216 

RADICALISM, birth of, 287, 289; ROCHESTER, 76 
nature of, 298 RocHESTER, Earl of, see Hyde 

RAMILLIES, Battle of, 121, 1·29, 256 Rocoux, Battle of, 182 
RAMSAY, Colonel, 102 , . ROCKINGHAM, Marquis of; see 
-(or Ramezay), Le Chevalier de, · Wentworth 

2I3 ' RODNEY, George Brydges, 1st 
e• RAPE OF THE LOCK,' 114 Lord Rodney, I84, 221, 314, 

RAWDON, Lord, see Hasthfgs· 3I5, 316, 317 and note, 3I8 and 
RECRUITING, difficulty of, 121 note, 3I9 
'RED INDIANS,' 114, 188, 189, I90 ROERMONDE, 123 

and note, 206, 208, 304 ... ROGUEINGRAIN,' 155, J:56.,: . . 
REDISTRIBUTION BILLS; 334' (note)·. -ROLLO, Andrew, 5th Lord Ro}lo, 
'REF.ORM,' 'REFORM BILLS,' Pitt's' · 219 ·•· 

proposal, 331 and note, 332, 333, R<;>ME, 262, 2Q3, 264, .267 · 
334 and note; Radical proposals RooKE, Admiral Sir George, 127 
for,. 334 . ,. . ROSSBACH, 205 . 

REGENCY, proposals for a (1689), RosEBERY, Earl of, see Primrose 
78, 79 · RoscoFF, 277 

-of Mary II., 82, 83, 97, g.9; of RosE, Alexander, Bishop of Edin-
a Committee of Peers, 97 burgh, 243 

-, Council of (1714), 146 RoTHES, Earl of, see Leslie 
REGENCY BILL (1788), Crisis of 'ROTTENBURGH,' 'The Duke of,' 

the, 335, 336, 337 331 
REGICIDES, fate of the, 18, 19 • RoUEN, 31, 307 
REID, Thomas, 279 RoYALISTS, the Scottish, 229 
RELIEFBILLS,tbCatholicsandDis- 'RoYAL SCOTS,' the, 40·(note), 122 

senters, 297; to Catholics, 3I2 ROYAL SociETY, the, 14 
RENWICK, James, 240, 241 RULLION GREEN, 236, 240 
' RESOLUTIONERS,' 228 RUMBOLD, Richard, 54 
REVENUE, of Charles II., 20; RUPERT, Prince, 14 and note; ai. 

settlement ·of, under William sea, 29, 30 and note, 34; 81, 82, 
III., 87, 88 · · 280 

'REviEw,' the, II6 RusKIN, John, 187 
REYNOLDS, Edward, Bishop of RussELL, Edward, Earl of Orford, 

.,. Norwich, 22 76, 84, 97, 98, 99 
RHINE, River, 34, 71, 99, 120, 123, -, family of, 285, 296 

124, 126, 178, 181, 209, 215 -, John, 4th Duke of Bedford, 220 
RHoDE ISLAND, 310 --,,.William, Lord Russell, 37, 40, 
RICHELIEU, Armand DJV>lessis, 45, 53 

Cardinal de~189 --,5th Earl, 1st Duke of Bed-
-, Louis Fra~ois Armand du ford, 67 . 

· Plessis, Due de, 200, 205, 206 RussiA, George I. wants to fight, 
RICHMOND, 166 162 ;esubsidy Treaty with, 194, 
RICHMOND, Duke of, see LenlJI'X 197, 198 ; against Frederick, 
RroT AcT, 161, 312 and nob~ 197, 198, 204, 2o8; defeats 
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Frederick at Kunersdorf, 2I5; 
defeated at Liegnitz, 2I7; joins 
Frederick, 22I ; leaves Freder- . 
ick, 223; Chatham seeks alliance 
with, 294; in the Armed Neu
trality of I780, 307; Pitt's dread 
of, 328, 338 and note -

RUTHERGLEN, 237 
RUTHVEN, 275 
RuVIGNY, Henri de, Earl of Gal

way, I02, I28, I3I 
RuYTER, Michael Adrianzoon de, 

29, 34 
RYCOT, 64 
RYE HousE PLOT, I9, 54, 239, 24I 
RYSWICK,Peace of, 92, I03,~o6,107 

SAALE, River, 204, 205 
', SACHARISSA,' 58 

AlACHEVERELL, Dr. Henry, II3, 
I37 and note, I38, 139 

SACKVILLE, Lord George, after
wards Lord George Germaine • 
(q.v.), 2I5, 2I7 

ST. ANDREWS, 232 
ST. EuSTACE, 317 and note, 319 
Sr. GERMAINS (Saint-Germain), 76, 

107 
Sr. JAMEs's, Palace of, 65, 70, 77 
Sr. JAMEs's SQUARE, II2 
Sr. JAMES's STREET, 12; PARK, I3 
Sr. JoHN, Henry, afterwards Vis-

count Bolingbroke, as Secretary 
at War, II9; playing false, 13I; 
dismissed, 134; Secretary of 
State, 139 ; character of, 139, 
140; makes Peace of Utrecht, 
142 ; a Free Trader, 144 ; on 
Succession question, 147 •. 148; 
155, 161, 167, 168; death Of, 
r86; preparing for l{ing James, 

- 258, 259 
Sr. Krrrs, 192, 321 
ST. LAWRENCE, River, 189, 191, 

210, 2II, 2I2, 2I7 
ST. LUCIA, 192, 220, 317, 321 
ST. MALO, 209, 277· 
ST. MARTIN, 317 • 
Sr. OMERS (Saint-Omer), 41, 
ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, 27, 127 
ST. PETERSBURG, 338 (note) 
ST. PIERRE, Island of, 224 
SAINT-VENANT, 138 
ST. VINCENT, 192, 3I7, 321 
St. WINIFRED, 67 . • 
SAINTS, Isles of the, battle off; 318 

and note ,;. ;_ 

'SAINTS REST' (Baxter's), 15 
SALISBURY, 74• 76 
SALISBURY, Earl of, see Cecil 
SALMON, Mrs., her waxworks, 165 
SALTIRE, the Scottish, 254 
SAMBRE, River, 101, I02, I30, 131, 

132 
' SAMSON AGONISTES,' I3 
SAN CROFT, William, Archbishop fli: 

Canterbury, 63, 68, 7I, 8r, 83, 
243 

SAN DOMINGO,, 192, 193, 330 (note) 
SANDWICH; Earl of, see Montagu 
SAN FRANCISCO, .I92 
SANQUHAR, 238 _; 
SARATOGA; 306 j 
SARDINIA, I58 
SAUNDERS, Admiral Sir Charles,• 

207,210,212r2I3,2I6, 223 . 
SAVAN~H, 309 . 
SAVILE, George, Marquis of Hali

fax, 5, 37 ; characte~ of, 45; sup
ports Charles, 46, 47; defeats Ex

. elusion Bill, 49 ; suggests arrest 
of Shaftesbury, 53 ; . intercedes 
for Whigs, 55; in James Il.'s 
Cabinet, 58 ; protesting against 
Catholics, 62 ;, caution of, 70; 
advising Presbyterians, 71 ; at 
Hungerford, 75; in Convention, 
77 ; suggests compromise, 79 ; 
communicates with James, 86; 
death of, 96; grandfather of 
Chesterfield,· I69 

~SAvoy,' the, Conference at, 22; 
Jesuit school at, 65 • 

SAVOY, Victor Amadeus, Duke of, 
'98, 103, I04, II8 

-gets Sicily, 143; .. a· coming 
Power, 159 . 

SAXE, Hermann Maurice, Comte 
de, Marshal, I81~·I82, I85, 206, 
264 

SAXONY, 197. 201, 217. 
SCARBOROUGH, 69 
SCHELDT, River, 33, 132; 144 
ScHELLENBERG, Battle of, 121, I25 
ScHISM Acr (1714); I4o · . 
Scli:oMBERG, •F.rederick Hermann, 

Duke of, 33; 7I 
ScHUT:Jt Baron von, 146 
SCILLY ISLES, 31 • 
Sc9rs-DurcH RE~IMENTS, 74, 242 

·· ScoTT, Sir Walter, 235, 280 
SCROGGS, Sir 'William, Chief 

}li~tice, I5, 48 · 
SEAFORTH, Earl of, see Mackenzie 



INDEX 

SEAFiELD, Earl of, see Ogilvy 
SEAMEN'S REGISTRATION AcT., 132 
'SEA QUEEN,' the, 187; :226 
SECESSIONS, SECEDERS , .(from 

Kirk),.278, 279 · . 
SECRET SERVICE . MONEY, 174· 

(note) . . . · . · 
SEDGEMOOR, Battle: of, '61 
.SfDLEY, Sir Cha'.l:lis, I,3·· : 

- SEIGNELA Y, jean Bap'ti~te, Marguis 
· de Seignelay (son of Colbert), 

•.. .189-·.' · .. · . 
SELJ?EN, John, 45 
SENEFF, 2.34 and note· 
SENEGAL, 209, 210, "321 
SENNE, River, 10I. · 
SEPTENNIAL AcT; 17I6;-s7 
'·SERIO.US CALL TO A DEVOUT AND 

.• H()LY LIFE;· -159 
SETTLEME~:t:. Laws of, 9 ·; •ee also 

Act of Settlement 
SEv~:RN, Riv.er; · ri4 .•· · . 

.•. SEYMOUR, <Charles, ·6th Duke· of 
· · :somerset,-·63; ·q 7- · 
-,Sir ,Edward, 62, 74 · 

. Sil:ARP; J;:tmes, 'A.ri::huishop ·of~St:. 
·Andrew:s,.2j;z.,.234i237, 238 • 

. SHEER~ESS;: 97 - . . · . 
SHELBURNE,' Earl of,·se'e f'e.tty 
SHELDON;GilberJ,,Archbishop, 22, 

. ·-31' • . 
··SHERB.ORNE, 74 . 
SHERIDAN, Sir Tliomas, 265 
SHERIFFMUIR, Battle of, 261 

. SHIP·B"?'ILJ:iit'!G; Il4 • 
-SHIPPEN, .William, 169 
' SHODD"i':' u•.' . . 
SHOVELL, Sir· Cloudesley, gil, 99, 
. 131 .... 
SHREWSBURY, Duke of, see Talbot 

; SICILIES, J(ingdom of th!:l Two, 
104; 105 .• 

SICILY, 130, i43· 144· 159 •. 163, 
1 73 . 

SIDNEY, Algernon, 36, 38, 40, 53, 
. 54 . . .. 
: ~. He!:!r;y, rst Earl of Romney, 58, 
i 70 
'SIU~SIA, 17G, p7, t80, 194' •. 205, · 

2I7, 223 ... 
SILK TRADE, 10 · • . . e 
'SINKING Fu:N~,' \¥a1pole'.s, 1:7!; 

Pitt's, 329 • .: · 
SKIRVING, Alexander; ·2G8 
SLAVE TRADEi. fr, 3.2S,. 3.30 :ana• 

note 
SwYs, 33 

SMITH, Adam, 280, 291, 292, 297, 
307 (note), 328 

SMUGGLERS, 70 
'SMuGGLETON,' EastandWest,r55 · 
SMUGGLING in America, 289, 292 
-,Pitt's measures against, 328 

·.SMYRNA, IOO 
, SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRIS~ 

• -TIAN' KNOWLEDGE, 112 
SOCIETY .FOR PROPAGATION OF 

GOSPEL, II2 
SociETY :Fcm REFORMATION OF 

MANNERS, II2 
SoLDIER, legal position of a, 94 
SOLEBAY, Battle of, 29, 242 
SoLMS, Count Heinrich, 101 
SoMERs; John, Lord Somers, g6, ' 

134. 137 . . 
SoMERSET; County of, Go, 6r 
SoMERSET, Duke of, see Seymour 
SOMERSET HouSE, 43 
SoPHIA, Electress of Hanover, 65, 

• 73, 81 and note, 95,. ro8, 109; 
death of, 145 . 

. SoPHIA DoRoTHEA1 Queen of 
. . George I., rsr 
.--,Queen of Prussia, 152 

. SouTH, Dr. RoJ;>ert, I4 

. SoUTll:AMPTON, Earl of, see Wri-
, othesley ' 
· SouTH SEA BuBBLE, 163 

SouTHWOLD,. 29, 34 
SovEREIGNTY, problem of, 109 
SPAIN, ·designs of England and 

France against, 33 ; suggested 
·alliance with, 38, 39 ; Peace at 
expense of, 41 ; Oates in, 41 ; 
League of Augsburg with, Go; 
joins Grand Alliance, 98; 
Succession· question of, 104, 
105; campaigns in, 120, 127, 
128; French get hold of (1709)~ 
139; chances of French Union 
with, 141; her cessions at Peace 
of Utrecht, 142; her Monarchy 
reduced, 144 ; natural ally of 
France, rs8 ; <fiscontent of, 159; 
wants. to restore. James III., 
163 ; her fleet defeated, r63 ; 
allied with Austria, 165; allied 
with Fral}ce·, 172; exercises 
right <;>f search, I 72 ; tries to 
keep America shut, 173 ; her 
war with England (r738), 173, 

• 174; _attacks Austria (1741L 
177 ~ France helps, 178, r8o; 

•. Q.er fle~s beaten, 184; her 



American Colomes, 192; the old 
Colonial Power, 193; jealous 
of France, 193 ; Pitt's offers to, 
205 ; France hopes to use Fleet 
of, 210; begins to growl, 2I8; 
Pitt wishes to attack, 2I8, 219, 
221 ; her Treaty with France 
(1761), 220; declares war, 220; 
beaten at Havana and Manila 
222 ; makes Peace, 224 ; the 
Darien Scheme and, 250; James 
III. hopes for supplies from, 
260; James III. goes to, 263; 
claims Falkland Isles, 296 ; de
clares war on England (1779), 
307, 308, 313; her Admirals, 
314; blockades Gibraltar, 315, 
3I6; beaten by Rodney, 3I5 ; 
designs on Jamaica, 3 I 8 ; re
covers Minorca and Florida, 321; 
desires to keep mare clausum 
at Vancouver, 338 

SPANISH AMERICA, 163, 172, 173, 
185, 192 ; see also America• 
Central, America South 

'SPECTATOR,' the, 115 
SPENCER, CHARLES, 3rd Earl of 

Sunderland, 13I, I39, 160, I62 
(note), 163, 164, 183 

-, Robert, 2nd Earl of Sunder
land, 45, 47; in James' Cabinet, 
58 ; on Ecclesiastical Commis
sion, 63 ; cursed by Anne, 68 ; 
persuades James, 72 ; dismissed, 
73 ; sneaks back, 97 

SPRATT, Thomas, Bishop of 
Rochester, 63 

STADE, 204 
STAFFORD, Viscount, see Howard 
STAIR, Earl of, see Dalrymple 
STAHREMBERG, Guidobald, Count 

• von, 134 
STAMP ACT (I712), J40 
--(in America), 290, 291, 292, 

293, 294, 300 
-DUTY (English), 297 
STANHOPE, James, Viscount, 1St 

Earl Stanhope, 127, 134, 160, 
161, 163, 164, 165, 259 

-,Philip Dormer, 4th Earl of 
Chesterfield, 160, 165, 169 

-, William, 1st Earl of Harring-
ton, I70 

START POINT, 73 
STATUTE OF DISTRIBUTIO~S, I5 
-- FRAUDS, 15 
--TUMULTUOUS PElii!TIONS, 20 

STATUTES against Heresy, repeal 
~of, 15 . 

STEAM ENGINE, 280 
STEELE, Sir Richard, g6, 112, 115 
STEINKIRK, Battle of, 94, IOI, 102 
STEVENSWAERT, 123 
STEWART, Clan of, 260, 266 
STEWART, Robert, Viscount Castle-

reagh, 86 . t 
STILLINGFLEET, Edward, 15 
STIRLING, 243, 260, 267, 273, 274 
STOCK EXCHANGE, 113 
STOLLHOFEN, 125, 126, 
STRAFFORD, Earl of, see Went-

worth 
STRANGERS' GALLERY, the, 333 
STUART, John, Earl of Bute, 218, 
22~ 222, 223, 225, 287 

SUDBURY, 332 • 
SuNDJWLAND, Earls of, see Spencer 
-,Lady, 58,70 
SUSSEX, 237 
SwEDEN, Treaty of 1668 with, 32; 

lends troops to William III., 7 4 ; 
hostile to Prussia, I97. 204 ; 
France hopes to use Fleet of, 
216; James III. hopes for sup-

plies from, 260 263 
SWEDES in British Colonies, 189 

/swrFT, Dr. Jonathan, 115, 116, 
139, 153 

SWITZERLAND, 19, 541 
SYNODS, 230 

TALBOT, Charles, 12th Earl, after
wards Duke of Shrewsbury, 67, 
70, 147. q8 

-, Richard, Earl of Tyrconnel, 59 
TALLARD, Camille d'Hostun, 

Comte de, Marshal, 124, I25, 126 
TANGIER, g, 17, 26, 6I 
'TAPE AND SEALING-WAX 

OFFICE,' 155] 
TARIFFS, wars of, 90 
TAUNTON, 61 
TAYLOR, Frank, 179 (note) 
TEMPLE, Earl, see Grenville 
-, Sir William, 45, 115 
TEss:E, Mans Jean. Baptiste Rene, 

Comte de, Marshal, 132 
TEST j_CT, of 1673, 35, 62, 65 ; of 

1675. 39 • 
- -, THE SCOtTISH (of 168I), 

238, 239 
TESTS, the Sacramental, 23, 25 
T~XEL, Island of, 29 
TH~CKERA Y, William Makepeace, 



INDEX 

'Esmond,' 147, 257; ' 'The 
Virginians,' 195 • ! 

THAMES, River, highway of Lon
don, 12 ; reception of the 
Bishops on the, 69 ; , Dart
mouth's fleet in, 72; 

1
James 

thr1JWS Great Seal intb, 76; 
boatmen of the; 1·32 ; fi"ozen, 

fr35 . . 
THEATRE, ipunorality of th:e, liZ, 

rs3 I : 
' THREADNEEDI.E STREET, I ' Old 

Lady of,' 93 
THRONE, vacancy of the, 79 
THURINGIA, 204 i 
THURLOW, Edward, Ist ' Lord 

Thurlow, 319, 323, 324, 337 
TICONDEROGA, I97, 208, 211I, 305 

efiLLOTSON, John, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 83, 96 ~ 

TOBAGO, 192, 220, 224, 3I8, 32I 
'ToBY,' 'My Uncle;' roo, 102 
ToLERATION AcT, 87 i 
TOLLEMACHE, Thomas, IOZ, 103 
ToNGE, Israel, 41 1 

.TooKE; John Horne-, 332 . 
TOPSHAM, 74 I 
ToRBAY, 73, 242, 316-
TORGAU, 217 
ToRIES, origin of Party of, 47; 

attitude of (r685-8), 56,! 57, 58, 
(io, 62, 68, 74; in Willia)n UI.'s 
reign, 78, 79 ; denouncE; Army, 
94 ; denounce favourites, 95 ; 
denounce Whigs, 96 ; elections 
favour, 97, ro6 ; partisan con
duct of, us, u6 ; lea~ing to 
peace (1706), 130-42; "cry for_ 
the Church, 131, 135, 138; up
hold Mrs. Hill, 135 ; and Dr. 
Sacheverell, 137, 138 ; [ in the 
Ministry, 139, 140 .; conclude 
Peace of Utrecht, 142-; are 
free traders, 144; on ~he Suc
cession question, 145, I46 ; are 
beaten, 147· 148; sour-ces of 
power, 147; exclusion of the 
(17!4), 154; began corruption, 
155; meaning of w6rd.in Scot
land, 23-1 ; r-eputation of the 
Scottish, 235; changed ~caning 
of name of -(George III.), 284 
and note •. . 

TORTURE, use or, in S<;:otl~nd, 239 
and note, 240 

TORRINGTON, Earl of, see Herbirt 
TouLON, French fleet a.t~ 2~, 85, 

98, .1·20, 13i, 132, 134, 180, 207, 
215, 216; 306 

TOURNAI, 136 
TOURVILLE, Anne Hilarion de 

Costentin, Comte de, 84,, 98, 99 
TowER HILL, a model ship of 

war on, 313 (note) 
TO\VER, the, the Seven Bishops 

sent to, 69 ; Marlborough sent 
to, 96; Oxford sent to, 161 

ToWNELEY, Francis, 271, 277 
TOWNSHEND, Charles, 2nd Vis

count Townshend, 160, 162, 
164, 294. 295 

-, George, rst Marquis Towns-
hend; zlo 

TRAFALGAR, Battle of, 318 (note) 
TRANSPORTS, 121 
TRARBACH, 127 
TREASON, trials for, 16; Law of, 

strained, 53, 54; Act of 1696 on, 
87; Law of English, extended 
to Scotland, 256, 262, 277 

•TREASURER, Office of the Lord, 14 7 
TREASURY, Office of the, 89 
TRELAWNEY, Sir Jonathan, 

Bishop of Bristol, 68 
TRENTON, 305 
TRIENNIAL ACT (1641), 20 (1694), 

87; another suggested, 333 
TRIER, 127, 128 
TRINIDAD, 192 
'TRIPLE ALLIANCE' (of I668), 

the, 32 
'TUBNEY,' 21 
TULLIBARDINE, Marquis of, see 

Murray 
TURKEY, fighting Austria, 98 ; 

Eugene fighting, II9 ; George, 
Elector of Hanover, fighting 
against, 151 ; Russian hostility 
to, 338 • 

"TURNER, Francis, Bishop of Ely, 68 
TURNPIKES, 8, II4 . 
TUSCANY, 175 
TYBURN, 12, 113, 161 
TYNEMOUTH, 121 . 
TYRCONNEL, Earl of, see Talbot 
TYRE, 187 

UrsT, South, Island of, 265 
ULM, 124 
UNIFORMITY, Act of (1662), 23 
UNION, of England and Scotland, 

unclej Cromwell, 227 ; of the 
two Crowns, 248 ; .scheme for 
·Un!onom Charles II., 248·; in 

• 
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William ·nr., 251, 252; Com- VILLIERs, George, 2nd Duke of 
missioners· to Treat for, 252, Buckingham, 31, 33, 37 
253 ; the real agents1h the; 253, VIRGINIA, I88, 193, 195, I96, 

• 254; the Union 'caiiied, 255; 'z8(), 292, 300, 309, 3Io 
was it necessary ?,:255,2"56; un- VoLUNTEERS, the Scottish \Vhig 
popular, :zs6; possibWties of (1745), 268 
a Federal, 255, 256; 't::'>lation 
of its terms, 257 ; ··-·Charles W AA.i-, River, 123 
Edward denounces, 270 · W,ADE, George, Marshal, r8r, 2~, 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (see · 269, 27.I, 272, 273 . 
also America), ·d(lclare9 'Inde- ! ,wAGES, in seventeenth century, 8 
pendent, 300 ;' recognized. by .VvAKEMAN, Sir George, 48 
France; 307; by Britain, 322; WAi:CHEREN, 33 
Pitt wishes for free trad.e with, · . .' WAl:.NUT"TRJ~E WALK,' r6r 
328 .. · . WALPOJ;-E, Horace, afterwards 4th 

UNIVERSITIES,· thE,! ScottislJ., 247, Earl of Orford, 289, 301, 302 
279 ·. . . . •-, Sir · Robert; afterwards Ist 

.UNIVERSITY CoLLEGE, OxFoRD, t54 .. · . Earl of· qrtord, as Secretary at 
USHANT, 3IS War, Il9 ;. on George I., ISI " 
UTRECHT; Peace of, 142, 143, I44· ·in: Q.ffice, · I6o; in Opposition 

145, IS7. I58, >63, rgi,:224. . (r'7I7), 162; denouncing Gov-
ernment; 163 ; returns to Office, 

VALENCIA, I27, I28 164; ·the. sources of his power, 
VALLEY FoRGE, 309 • 164 ; his weak foreign policy, 
VANCOUVER, 338 • r6s ; . announces death of 
VANE, Sir Harry, 18, 19 George I., r66 ; gets hold of 
VAUDREUIL, Louis Philippe ·de George II., r67; the Opposition 

Rigaud, Marquis de, 213, 217, to, I69, 170; his courage, skill 
218 · ~;·' and finance, 170, 17I; his 

VAUXHALL, 13, 76 , defeat on Excise Bill, 172 ; 
VELAsco, Don Diego, 222 Should 'he have gone to war 
VELLINGHAUSEN, 221 ··• (1733) ?, 172; tries to compro-
VENDOME, Louis Joseph, Due de,~ mise witJ;l.Spair~(173; ..f~ll and 

132, 133, 134 o~.deat~.lofi;lJ,4.;;:sppsidizes Maria· 
VENICE, 187 Theresa, 17 ,. , <. '>':'. ,. . . 
VENLoo, 123 178; defends '"carteret, I8o ;-if 
VERGENNES, Charles Gravier, Pelham compared to. 1.8I ; Pitt:s ~: 

Comte de, 306! 307,. 308,. 'JIJ,. , ·, bosti]i'; v, 199·; J:.;~ 'ieglect of 
320, 322 • Army, 263.; purchasing a ma-

VERNEY, John, !9 jority, 285; would not tax 
VERNON, Admiral Edward,. I74· Colonies. 290; on Excise and 

•- 177 · . ~ . Sinking· Fund, 329 
VERSAILLES, 320, 322 ;·Peace of, WALsH; Anthony, 265 

321, 322 · - .WALTERS, Lucy, ·52 
VICTORIA THE GREAT, 52, 1o8, . WANDEWASH, Battle of, 2I7 

325 WANDSWORTH, 114 . 
VIENNA II7 WARBURG, 2~7 
VILAINE, River, 2I6 • •. WAR, OFFICE, stupidity of, I96, 
VILLARS, Claude Louis Hector; . 29o.(note) 

Due de, Marshal; I35, I36; 138, WASHINGTON,George,I95,I96,3oo, 
I42 303,~04, 305, 309,3I0,3I4, 322 

VILLA VICIOSA, 134.' , WATERLOO, Battle_,£, I29 
VILLEROY, Fran9ois de Neufville; WATT, James, 280 

Due de, Marshal, 123, I24, 125, WEBB, General fohn Richmond, 
I28, I29 . I26 

VILLIERS, George, Ist Dbke of VI1ELLESLEY, ~rthur, Ist Duke of 
Buckingha~, 31 • • ~Ilington, 64, 86 
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. . . ''). ;:·:_INDE·x : ; ·,, ,. ~"-~7:>' 
WELin'<GToN, Duke of. 'se~ Welles-: -~.rlied '·Petitio~ers, 47 ;~·com-· .. 

ley. . . . . !: · . . . :. : p~i:e~~"' a- ~~h). 48 ; at ·?xfo~d 
WELSH,-Joh~. ·234 ·i ·· - . . :fa,M.ru:rte~tl- 49,, 50, 51,, ·:pre- ... 

· WEMYSS; David, Lord El?h?•'2'69/ . : P.ajt~~;pyil v.{~~· 52 ; Charlfs 
.c..., Ja,mes, 4th EarlofWe1p-yss, 2?9". ~- · taJf-~1\:ve_ngeal!ce :.c:Jn:, 53, .. 54; 
WENTWORTH, Thomas, 1~t Earl; of·:.~·.: i!<}~~t!e.;<;?f.~(f?8~:-8)_;·,s6:· 6o:·61, 

Snafford, 31, 45,174, 23_?' _:: :·'.~. f(5,t7!Yll{•7o.; .f;'l?ml,lh _,.of, at 
-;fa~p.ilyof,285 · J·.·· ... '·:~:, •.:;¥,ey9~!i.t1Pp.~7-8;;."J?-Otcomp!e!e:, 
.J, Charle~ Watson: 2J:!1t~arq ~li-~ :·· .·79; ;8o,;·: .s_uppo~t;;t~e.·w;ar, ns, ,: · 

of Rockmgham, 293, 29th~ 2 . ;\ : ·~·r-r!J•:' ·qom!na,te. ·J\~mr.stty, 131, 

·~!-~::~~~~~-~i~:.: \ .. :J;~;{_:l·:~·i;;_ i;·:~~~;}If,:;;;~~·~;i~i~~I.:f:i~~J~·--. 
WEST INDIES; buccaneers•m·, i'oo ;; ··.··:<from .. office,· 1-39 ;·~repeal Tory. 
· Spanish, ro4; ir4:~;-~e~peditl0n,s.r~;:-~~A~t5·;·,149;· :r€gain2:Powe~; 1".if .• 

to (17u), 12.i_;: Fi:e~cf(.iJ,nif; ·.'. · .. io.{S':'"so~rce· of: ;their~ pqwer;. . 
·English rivalryrin, . ~·sz. 'i5.8'; -.. .. 147; i;haracter·and,aifilS-of;the: 
the French,' 18.Q .• i ig~;;· ~' tn~. ·::!-;I=>arty of, ·153.",·1.5·4;·:·1:'55;- is6,. 

• British, 192; :the'Spaiii~h; ;rgi;; '·i ,:r:57; .fighting .. }acobites;'161 ; . 
. the French,. contraste•··<~th · ··_.-:discontent of .. some, 164; r6g~; 

British, ·I93.; Fr~ilch. ~eizure.of · I •· _.' ~ea~}p:g· <#- w~rd .-_in'"· ScOtland, ·' 
Guadeloupe, 2og'; cif lllominica, .· /:·23{:; •the Scottish -triumph of, 
219; of Martinique, ~20,- z2r.;.. • 244}~hebitt.einess of, 24.5; com-. 
of Grenada, Tobago,,-St, Lucia mercia! ,views·of, 249 .; at date of 
and Marie· Gal~nte; 220; . ·re:·: • Union,. 253; playing with r_epeal 
storation of sop1e of.them, 224;. . .,<:;& the_Union, _257; .the best of. 
the Spa,nis~~_. .in. da?_ger; .'," 2'2t>; ·· ·; •· the: ~c9ttish, 2 59 ; ,Volunteers in 
England attacks;! 2.2l:.,1 22_2; at •.: •. :Edmbur.gh; . 268 ;. Glasgow for 
?eace of; Ba;ris, :z~4 f ~ari,ison ''"' ;the.>-2'73.; dans ip. ~ighl<J.nds, · 
m, -301 .;.~France.w:tll.S!'!tz.e,'30J;· , .274, .. 275-.(note) .; m. 'George 

· :3o8 ; _French 'drive'nl to,:· 3Q9, : , ·rm•.s reign; -family ,group~ 'of, 
. 316; Hood hi the,.jr~ ;--·our ·. ' '284;~285,'286 ;_ shifting· meaning. 
- trade.to;,jt3 ;{our; •. squadi-onin; ·. · ... of narjle, •284 (n9te); Amei:ican 
~Qq .:~J<'ra~.:;:o ,;..o • ..,~~;-::31.4-:)~:and· · rebels_use name. of, 2gr,. 300; 
..;_{;'t'J,L'f'-bfj; ~·"-· "'·R~-~-~¥Y.?i~;: · ,; · sp~i~ !n~o 'Old' and· New,' ':293 ;. 

• 317, 318; at tP,e Pea<;e of.:r7$3,' <·: Muirstry of Old, 293; .Bur-ke,-.,. 
• • >J2<r-;,:."'Jt!>~r".J1i:h, 3<>.J•Jr~7; 3.r8,' .. ~"<;h,a~pion . of Old; 294-; '·i~ ~ 

-321; tlie""l9·atch, 317ja!i~':riote";~· ~-~~pposit~oil to North, zg6; ex- . 
jealousy· of. merchants 'of, 330r;,. , : pecting .. :despotisll)., 301 ; pre
slave insurrect!ons·in, !330 (mit~), .. ''. 'pa:i-i,n(. ,anarchy, 302; 393; 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY; 226 :. . •. . . ·adopt ,:Rebels' colours, 303 ; 
·-ASSEMBLY, 234· . 1• _- • •, ".'''-p.eglect ecOnOI!liC· reform, 323 ;• 
-CONFESSION, the, 228, 247r• _, , ·;the.ir:)trength in the rotten. 
-,CoNvENTION of, I97;·r~~··:..·'· · 'boroughs," 333.;: defeat Pitt's 
-HALL, 138 ' ,..., , • . : ; · • ~:·· ;Refoi'm Bill, 33.5; favour Prince 
-ScHooL, 65 •· ~- •. ·• . ~ ·of W~le~?1 336. , • ~.: . • · •. · 
WESTPHALIA, 201, 202;, 209, 215;"' ~ ):VHITE, Thomas, 'Bishop of Peter-

217; Peace of, 144 · •. ,,; · •:bor6ugh:-_68: :, _-; .. 
WE&'rPOINT, 310 l. ; • •- WHITEHALL;· 5, 30,~ 65, · 73, ·.76, 
WH~RTON;Philip,,4th Lord Whar- '83; ,i34-.. · • . 

ton, 37 '. · • · ' '.;WHITE RosE;' the, 263 
2, Thomas, m Marquis ,of ' WHOLE DUTY OF MAN,' Jhe, 15 

Wharton, 66, 114 - 1 · WrG'AN~ 271 . · · 
. 'WHJ;:EL-ENGINEs,' io6 .. Wr~~T, Isl~ of,-b<ittle off (r666), 30 

WHETSTONE, go I , . • .WIGHTMMN, General joseph, 263 
WHIG~, origin of, · 35l 36, J; r ;_W~Gs,~~9 · 

factiousness of, 41, 44, • 45, 46; WIGTON, 2(o 
r ~~ ... 
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WILBERFORCE, William, 330 
WILKES, John, 287, 288 and note, 

• 289, 295, 296, 333 · 
WILKINS, Dr. John, 14 
\VILLEMSTHAL, 223 
\VrLLIAM .III., 21; as Prince of 

Orange: saves Holland, 34 ; 
marries l\fary, 35, . 39; candi
date fo1· throne, 46 ; visits 
Charles; 52 ; Charles allied 
with, 55 ; his hatred of "Louis 
XIV., 59; 'not a Whig,' 6o;. 
against Monmouth, 6o ; in 
touch with English parties, 66; 
his preparations, 67, 68; on 
birth of Prince James, 69, 70 ; 
invited to England, 70, 7I ; 
starts for England, 7I, 72; his 
Declaration, 73; his voyage, 73; 
and landing, 74; advances on 
Exeter, 74; on Hungerford, 75; 
on London, 76 ; J a .nes' s at
tempt to assassinate, 76 ; a~ 
Prince of Orange, invited to 
London, calls Assembly and 
Convention, 77; 'K. William 
or K. Lewis," 78; as King, 79; 
necessary to "Whigs, So; writes 
to Sophia, Sr ; his desc<:_nt, Sr 
(note); leaves Mary Regent, Sz, 
83, 97, 99; character of, 84, 
85; attitude of Englishmen to, 
86, g6, 97, ro6, roS; revenu~ 
of, 88 ; feelings of, 94 ; accus
tomed to treachery, g6; par
dons Sunderland, 97 ; selects 
Ministers, 97 ;. goes to Flanders, 
97 ; makes Grand Alliance, gS ; 
in Ireland, 99 ; at Steinkirk, 
101 ; in London, 102; retakes 
Namur, 103; makes. Peace, 

• 103; encourages Marlborough, 
103 (note) ; ·on Spanish Suc
cession, 105; makes ·Partition 
Treaties, I05 ; his Army re
duced, ro6 ; gets the "game 
in his hands, 107 ; death of, • 
108; snubs Prince George 
of Denmark, ll I ; muzzles 
Convocation, I I2 ; his aims 
attained, 144 ; Carteret inherits 
policy of, 167 ; at Battle of 
Seneff, 234 and note; asked to 
call Scottish Convention, 242 ; 

• 

proclaimed at Edinburgh, ne
gotiates with Bishops, 243 ; 
neglects Scotland, 245 ; trusts 
Dalrymple, 245 ; his resp<:msi
bility for Glencoe, 245, 246; 
trusts Carstairs, 246 ; de jure 
oath, 24.7 ; his Commissioners 
in Scott:.h Parliaments, 242; 
deceives Scotland on the DariWn 
Scheme, 250; desires a Union, 
252 

\'VILLIAM, Duke of Cumberland, 
son of Ge01·go II., 182, 184, 195, 
201, 203, 204, 205, 206, 222; (in 
1745-6), 271, 272, 273. 274· 275 

\VILLIA!\1, Duke of Gloucester, son 
of Queen Anne, Sr, 95, roS, rog 

vVILLIS, Dr. Thomas, 14 
WILMINGTON, Lord, see Compton• 
WINDIO\M, William, 335 

··vVINDSOR, IIO, I24, 282, 283 
WINDWARD ISLANDS, see \Vest 

Indies · 
WJTCH:CRAFT, 279 
WOLFE, James, I99 (note), 207, 

208, 2IO, 211, 212, 213, 214 
WooD, Antony, 14, 50 
WoODS AND FORESTS OFFICE, HJ 
WOODSTOCK, 127 
vVOOLSTHORPE, 14 
vVORCESTER, Battle of, 55, 229, 

234, 239 
WREN, Sir Christopher, 27, 127, 

138 . 
vVRIGFlT, Alderman William, 51 
vVRIOTHESLEY, Thomas, 4th Earl 

of Southampton, 25 
WYCHERLEY, William, 13 
WYNDHAM, Charles, 2nd Earl of 

Egremont, 222 
-, Sir William, 145, I68 

Y AR!\IOUTH, 33 
YoRKE, Philip, rst Earl of Hard~ 

\vicke,I64,I70,I77,185,204,290 
. YoRKSFliRE, 7 5 
YoRKTOWN, 3II, 318 and note 
YPRES, I30 
YssEL, River, 34 

ZooLeGICAL GARDE-Ns, the, 138, 
· ZORNDORFF, 208• 

ZULESTEIN, Wi]jam Henry, after
wards Ist Earl of Rochford, 66 
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