
• 

• 
• 

AC•RIEWNE M.OORE 
• l . 



• 
• 

ROY 
~ND 

! 

• 

By 

A DRIENNE MOORE. 

Columbia University, 

V . S. A. 

,, 
CAL C UTTA 

• 
1942 
• 

' 



' 
1 Published by 

SATIS CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI 

Sadharan Brahmo Samaj, 
~1, Cornwallis Street, 

CALCUTTA. • 

• 

STOCK TAKING. 201f 

CLOTH ... Rs. 2/8 

1' .IH L~· ... R~ . .::-

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

Printed :~g 

Brahmo MISsion Press, 
211, Cornwallis Street, 

CALCUTTA, 

• 
• 



·-
INTRODUCTION 

By 

R.kMANANDA CHATTERJEE 

Srijut Sat is Chandra Chaki·avarti irst drew m)J attention to a 
thesis on Rammohun Ro.Y written b.Y Miss Adrienne Moore for the 
degree of Master of Arts In Columbia Universit)J. The first part 
of this work I published in "The Modern Review" for September 
and October, 1936. l am indeed gratified to see that at last this 
valuable and scholcrrl.Y contribution to our knowledge of 
Rammohun Ro)J and ~is far-reaching influence is to be presented 
to the Indian public. b.Y Srijut Satis Chandra Chakravarti, 
President of the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. 

Miss Moore obtained her degree of Master af Arts in the 
• Facull.Y -of.- Philosopf.)J at Columbia Uni'lJersit.Y in 1985 . Previous 

to that she-ltfld graduated from Occidental College in Los Angeles 
in 1932 where. she specialized in English. Here she won the 
coveted American academic distinction of being awarded a Phi 
Beta Kappa Ke)J. Miss Moore became interested in Indian life r .cultu re . while still in co'llege, and in 1940 she fulfilled her 
long-clfhished desire of visiti1ig this countr)J. She has been here 

since, stud,Ying Indian social, educational and economic problems. 

I considered it a privilege to have been allowed to publish a 
part of .M iss Mo ore' s thesis in " The Modern Review". I am glad 
tha entire thesis now appears in boo~ form. I have ever)J hope 
lliiss M oore will find a fit audience. 

Calcutta, 
March 22, 1942. 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

I first became acquail'lted with Miss Adrienne Moore in 
1934 in conn~ction with her inquiries regarding Rammohun 
Roy. At that time I was engaged, in my capacity of 
Honorary Joint Secretary of the Rammohun Roy Centenary 
Committee, in the compilation of the Centenat·y Com
memoration Volume: The Father of Modern India. I was 
deeply interested to learn that research on Rammohun Roy 
was being . carried on in the United States and in such a 
thorough mannet·. I was able to append a footnote 
regarding Miss Moore's work in th e Commemoration 
Volume just before its publication. 

I arranged fc·r the publication of a part of this valuable 
work in The Mo·dern Review shortly after its completion. 
It was not, however, found practicable to publish it in 
its entirety with the append ices and bibliography, which 
are the most valuable part of the work. It is now being 
published in its complete form. We are all very thankful 
to Miss Moore for bringing together with such care so 
much new infornHt.tion about Ram mohun Roy. 

r. Miss Moore is now in Ind ia and we are glad that the 
'book has come out dming her stay here and under 
her personal guidance. 

• 

The book is published at the instance of the Sadharan 
Brahmo Samaj. The expenses of publication have been 
partially met out of the funds of the Rammohun Roy 
Centenary Comm :ttee placed at my disposal. My only 
regret is that owing to continuous ill health it has not 

~ bee~ possible fo~ n~e to publish it, as contemplate~, much 
I ~er and place 11; 111 the hands of the many admll'ers of 

Rammohun Roy a11 nome and abroad . 

• 

Sadharan Brahmo S.alllaj, } 
211, Cornwallis Street', 

• CALCUTTA 
April 2, 194f;', 

" 
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SATIS CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI 



AUTHOR'S FOREWOR D 
' . 

The story of this thesis is an adventure in research, an explora
tion accompanied by a cen tury of d ust, musty files, family attics 
a nd memories long forgotten. It was prepared in par tial fulfilment 
of the requirements for the degree of Master of Ar ts in the D epar t
ment of E ngli sh a nd Comparative Literatme, Facul ty of Philosophy , 
Columbia University. • 

One a ftemoon Dr. Arthur Chri~ty, under whom at Columbia I 
cn rried on my research , handed me a slip of paper. On it was a 
n ote to the effect that in the voluminous volume of Ralph 'Valdo 
Emerso u's Letters th ere was one fr om Emerson's aunt, l'lfary 
Moody, 1vriLLen while Emerson was sti ll in coll ege . In it she Rtated 
that she ho ped that Emerson hall recei vet! th e materials about 
Rnm mohu n Roy whi ch she had sen t to him. This leLI.er was writteu 
years before there was a ny evidence of Indian philosophical 
influences on Em erso n's life a nd long before Transcendental ism took 
New E ngla iHl by s torm, 

• Dr. ChriBty, who is nn auth ori ty ou the influence of Orientali s m 
on America n literatnre, was at that time engaged in fiudin g th e roots 
of such iuflnunce. H e suggested that I should eudeavonr to fiud a 
root in Ram mohun R oy . H e wanle,l to know what had brought on 
the flowering of T ra nscend entali sm; how thi s exotic plant of 
panthei sm an d poly th eistic moni sm found root in th e cold and 
blea k soul of New England Puritanism. 

~ • In Ememo n's youth th e way of religious re-orientation had 
nl~eady bee n .Prepared by the th en -fl ourishin g Unitarians who denied 
much of Ch ri~tinn dogmatism created by Roman Catholics and 
denied, espe3ially, the ex istence of the Trinity. By so doing 
th e Un itarians logically completed th e swing of th e intellec
tu al pendulu m set into motion by ~Iartin L uth er. But Unitarian ism 
wns too much of the mind. I t took from relig ion nil th e illusory 

• beauties which both im pede religion nne! at the sn me time give it 
emotional substance. It was not soul-satisfy ing to a people deeply 
repressed by nnture nnd used to revival meeti ngs a nd emotion al 
con versions. It had di s tilled religion to an intellectual purity, but 

"-..._ in so doing bad lost the rhyth m of the pattern of creation. In 
. ~on's day, Un itariani sm was just at the cross roads. Its climax 

of intellectual strengtl• ,wd already passed. Emerson rep resented 
the d issa ti sfi ed mind of his day in hi s turn l''n g to alien fiel ds for Jiew 
ideas and concepts. • 

U nitariani sm prepnred trle g round for New England's Tmnscen 
denta lisfll by Jreeing the mind from the conven tional trammels of 

• dog matic Puriktnism and left the mind of the analytically inclined 

• 
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free hut without religious ballast. It was this condition which 
made possible its acceptance of such an alien element as Indian 
philosophy. 

I 

But .lYill!1fce came the new t.ide 1 That was thP question to be 
explored. D"r. Christy suggested that I should find out who Ram
mohun Roy was, fot· be had nevet· hearer of him except as his name 
was mentioned by Emerson's aunt in her letter. 

I set to work. That one notation on a scrap of paper became a 
deluge of material before the task was complete. The problem on 
hand wns : to find out who Ram ~10hun Roy was ; what he had 
written nnd said ; what was written about him; if what he had 
written nud what was written nbout him ever cnme to America 
or influenced Americans; and, finally, if this material did come, 
how was it available to those New Englanders who gave birth to 
Tmnscendentalism ? 

The fit·st problem led me to libmry catalogues and biographies 
of Rammohnn Roy available in America. I discovered Rammolnm 
Roy but only to be amazed that he was so soon forgotten in the 
'Vest, which appreciated him even before his own countrymen had 
begun to recognize his greatness. 

The first problem also brought me into contact with the Brahmo 
Snmaj in Indin, who had at that time (1933-1934) just celebrated• 
the Centenary of the death of Rammohuu Roy (1833). I began 
to correspond with Mr. Sa tis Chandra Chakravarti and l\h. A mal 
Home, who generously placed at my disposal biogrnphical and 
bibliographical materials on Rammohnn Roy. Mr. Home's 
excellent monograph ''Rammohun Roy : The Man And His 
'Vork" wns of great help to me. 

The second problem was a more difficult one. For althou~h • ' 
A mericnn periodicals in the different li bmries of the country had been 
ananged and catalogued up to 1800 nnd after 1850, the intervening 
years hnd remnineLl untouched. As a result, I had to catalogue the 
publication~ before I couhl proceed further. This meant hours in 
the archi,•es of America's oldest libraries. All libraries not founded 
befor~ Hl30 were excluded. 

Having preparetl the necessary list of publications by actually • 
going over dust-covered shelves atlll musty catalogues aud carJ 
files in over twenty major libraries, the next problem was to turn 
the pnges of these joumals ami periotlicals, some of which were 
still uucut after one hundred years. When imlices were missin·~:·i/ 
had to search page by page for articles abou~ Rammohun Roy.~ 
libraries wherein this work was done extemled•from Massachusetts to 
'Vashington, D. C. • 

Fortunately, some libraries had prinle(~ catalogurls. But fi:tding 
out articlES published in the magazines ot America, England and other 
European countt·ies available in the libraries W<lS not enough,. Even 
the presence of aammohuu Roy's publications was not real evidetlCe • 

• 
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of his influen ce. though the American editio ns of hi s works wet·e strong 
proof of interest in hi s ideas. I had to make sure that these books 
I.ttd found plltce in the libraries during and previou~ to the 1840's 
when Tran scendentali sm IV<tS being born and bearing fr!tit. More
over, it was i1i1portant to find ont who hadreacl these lvritings, if 
possible. • · · 

Only in a very few c:tSGS conld I tr.tce the rerlllers of a book. 
Some of these wet·e minor lights of the Tr.lll scendental group. Bu t 
the important members of the group left no trace behind them , ot· if 
they did reatl the bo.)ks th en availjlble, they must have owned them 
or borrowed t.h ent privately. In severel cases, letters were of 
great help. Rammohnn Roy co rresponded with several Americans 
and with Englishmen who came to America. H e made a gt·eat 
impression on t.hose he n1et in England, who latet· wrote letters 
about hi m to American frieml~. Seveml f.ttnilies spe nt hours wit.h 
me goi ng over century-old packets of letters yellow with age. Tlte 
'Vare family was especially kind in this respect. 

. I nto the task o'f bringing together this mass of material evidence 
thus collec ted, went over a year of continuous labour and at least a 
tbonsaml miles of t.mvd. I t became a fa sc inating pnrsuit which, like 
a mirage, led me further and furth er into the desert. The oasi:; 
~as reached at las ~ . Enough data I fonnd could be drawn together 
hnally to form a definite conclusion, even with all the erudite 
restrictions as regards exactitude and the opposition to imaginative 
speculation which characterize researches carried on under the 
auspices of Columbia University. 

It. bec<tme obvious that while it coulcl not be jiwtually proveL1 
that Rammohun Hoy's writing:> or materials abont him did pass the 

~ l1anJ s of New England':> principal Tran scendentalists, with t.lte 
' ex()eption of Ralp~l Waldo E tnerson, already referred to, Rttmuiohun 

Roy was wi th them for a brief time the bumiag issue of the day • 
Articles about him appeared in at least fifty percent of the religiou:> 
publicatious of tho eastern coast of the United States, especially · in 
New England. And in the days at least three: fourth s of America' s 
priodicals were eit lter of a religious nature or partially religious. The 

• con troversy over Christitwity t.hat Rammohtlll Roy conducted with the 
Serampore Missiotlilries was as avidly fullowetl by · American Uni
tarians as by those in England ami by Indians in Bengal. AUf! it 
must be noted that wit.h a few exceptious, the entire intellgentsia of 
New Englmid of the day belonged t.o this religious sect. Unitarianism 

1ted some of the lead ing Univer:>ities. includi ng Harvard . • 
Mos of t.lte Tntuscentl.tlntali;ts were educated in these Unitarian
domi nated centres of learning, and ~o me of. them prepared for the 
mi nistry, includit;g Rtlph Waldo Emer:>on. Iu fact, Rammohun 
Roy was so much a topic CJf. discussion in America that all the 
major libraries of the d;ty •had copies of his works relative to 
the contr•versy 011 Ohristhtn cogma. Several editions of his writings 

• were also published in New England • . 



viii ] 

Tbe render mny object that Rammohun Roy's translations of 
the Vedas nnd Upanishads were but mrely found in America 
in those days and, therefore, Hindn influence on the thought of th 
time was n~ very great. On the contmry, the f.tct that Ram. 
mohun Roy's controversies with Christian missionarie:~ were so 
largely circulated is n point of gt·eatoimportnnce. Only through 
this door of the mind coultl the New Engl1l1Jd intellect be led iuto 
the mnze of Indian speculative thought. Unmmohun Roy's intel'

.pretations nnd speculations were 'Vestemized enough to make 
the othenvise too-alien Hindu thought and philosophy palatable 
to puritnnicnl, personnl-god-mind~l New Englanders. Those who 
were thus led half-way were thereby given the comnge to taste 
this new and exotic fruit. If the translations of Hindu scrip
ture:~ only had come to America they would have been rend and 
appreciated by but a few erm1ite schol11.rs, Certainly iu that cuse 
Rammohun Roy would not. have been a topic of public 
discussion, he would not have focussed for a time the spotlight 
of publicity on Oriental thought, and New England Transcen
dentalism might never have produced what it did. 

I have here made a definite allusion to Rammohun Roy as the 
medium through which Oriental philosophy reached New Englnnd. 
\Vhile f11ctually no one can prove that it was the reading of his 
books or the information about him strewn in the pnges of mau)J 
contemporary periodicals which stined the New England miud 
so deeply, one thing is certain : Previous to New Euglam1's 
knowledge of Rammohun Roy there was no sign of any influence 
of Oriental thought on the American mind. In the period of 1800 
to 1815 or 1820 the only Oriental data which I could trace iu 
America were erudite Asiatic Society of England publication~ 
anti 11 few far-fetched Oriental tales. Neither impressed the 
New England mind. No first rate American writer showed ~~n~ ~ 
sign of interest in t.he Orient. New England's associatiou with 
the Orient was confi11ed t,o Chinn, mainly because of trade in 
silk and lea. ''Paisley shawls" became popular because of this 
Oriental t.rade, an1l even today some of the finest of Kashmir 
shawls may be fouud in New Englaud homes. Direct tmde with 
In<li<t W1LS rare, however, The romance of this trnde fired only 
the imagination of the story-teller, and he tol,l his tale inaccurately • 
and badly. Hindu thought remained an unknown quantity. 

The dnnl impact of Romanticism from England and more 
especially from Germany ( the lutte1· being alive with pbilosophV 
speculation and mystic in quality ) nnd Oriental thought,-~ 
consciousness of which. I feel certain, was •stirred UIIWittingly and 
imperceptibly by Rammohun Roy-produced the flowet· which is 
known as American Tmnscendentalism. Whereas England 
produced Romantics like Shelley n1.J Byron, New England, 
always ten or more years behind the new trend!! of Europe, produced 
a Romanticism peculiar to he1·self. New England, sol;ered by 
Puritanism which spurned frivolity and was preoccupied with sin, • 
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death and morals, responded most completely in the philosophic 
field . Its medium was prose, not poetry. There is no Heine 
and his "blue flower", no ravishing love lyrics. There is Thoreau 
m1d his gentle little essays on Nature. Indeed there is Kmerson with 
his laboured prose and large ideas. The inspiration of Romanticism 
came from the \Yest but the t1eeded intellectual food certainly came 
from the East. 

I am glad th !tt my finding!! are now being published in book 
form· so that in my own humble way I may contribute to a just and 
proper es timate of RammohunRoy's great mind and influence. I 
:1111 deeply indEbted to my es~emed friend .Mr. Satis Chandrn 
Chakm varti, President of the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj, fot· the 
trouble he has taken in bringing out thi s work and for the kitHl 
encoumgement he has always given me. I am no less indebted 
to Mr. A mal Home, the well-known Editor of the Calcutta 
Municipal Gm~ette, whose friendly co-operation since my anivnl 
in India has b ee n a source of unfailing assistance to me ip more 
than one sphere and particularly in the publication of thi s 
volume, 

I should also like to express my gratitude to the distinguished 
Euitor of The Modertt Review for introllucing my work to readers 
in India first through his remarkable periodical and then by writing 

• the 'Introduction '' with which thi s book begins. 

ADRIENNE MOORE 
CALCUTTA, 

March 301 1942. 

~· . 
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RAMMOHIUN ROY AND AMERICA 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this essay is to show the possible 
influence of Rammohun Roy in 'the United States between 
the years 1816 and 1836 or 1840. The tnethod used in 
deve loping the subject places emphasis on the bibliography 
rather than on th•a essay portion of this thesis . 

The material at hand divides itself into certain general 
groups: 

1. Original articles dealing with Rammohun Roy in 
American periodi·::als and newspapers ; articles or quotations 
concerning Roy reprinted from foreign publications in 
American periodi ca ls and newspapers ; and articles on Roy 
appearing in foreign publications which were presented to 
the American reading public through the presence of these 
p~blications in the United States. 

2. Correspondence between Rammohun Roy and 
A.mericans. 

3. Letters to America concerning Rammohun Roy from 
those who knew him either in India or in England. 

4. 1 he published works of Rammohun Roy, that is, 
• ~ok s, tracts, and pamphlets, either imported from India or 

• Eng1and, or rep·-.1blished in America from the foreign 
• editions, or origir.ally compiled in the United States . 

• 

. 5. Possible a •::cess of the American public to the above 
listed material, bntween the years 1816 and 1836 or 1840. 

Because it iE impossible a ctually to prove that Ram
mohun Roy had a direct influence on the course of 

•American thought and literature, and because I am 
-' nevertheless con vinced tha t he was one of the original 
stimuli to an interest in Orientalism in the United States, 

• I have resorted t•) the method of quantitative presentation 
&f. bibliographicd a nd statistical material rather than 
attempt to offer · '~- predominantly literary treatment, which, 
at bes t, would be n1erely a presentation of personal 
surmises. I have felt impelled to list•not only material 
directly bearing on R~mmohun Roy, but also certain 
other important data whi~h I gathered during my efforts 
to prove .that R!tmmohun Roy material was available to 
She American public between the years mentioned above. 



2 RAMMOHUN ROY AND AMERICA 

The subject dealt with in this thesis was apparently 
untouched heretofore, 1 thus necessitating a tremend
ous amount of preliminary groundwork. This essay 
may be .considered almost in the nature of a chart that 
will become useful for reference and a basis for further 
research. 

During his lifetime Rammohun Roy was probably more 
esteemed by the Occidental than by the Oriental world. 
Today, however, the situation has been reversed. Now, 
practically unknown in the Occident, he is being acclaimed 
as "the Father of Modern Iidia'' in the Orient. He stands 
forth as the author of most; of the reform movements of 
present-day India. 2 The ye11.r 1933 marked the one 
hundredth anniversary of the death of Rammohun Hoy. In 
India, t.his anniversary was commemorated by a great 
celebration in which many of the prom inenL reformers and 
intellectual leaders: of 1 ndia, as well as outstanding 
foreigners, including American Unitarians, participated. 
The homage that was offered in Rammohun Roy's memory 
clearly shows the magnitude and power of the man. Is it 
too much to presume that his influence--during the most 
active part of his lifetim<:>, when he was generally known to 
the reading public of America and became (during the 
1820's) almost a household word in New England-was ~e 
t>f the possible causes of a new cycle of thought in America, 
and that this new cycle helped to usher in Transcendental
ism ?3 For it is clear that Rammohun Roy's achievements 

1. Arthur Christy in his The Oriellt in American 
Transcendentalism, New York, Columbia UuiYersity Press, 193:::, 
gives, pp. 65, 66, 338-3-10, the ouly mentillll of Roy that I ba~"''!. 
fouud which conuects Roy wit.h litemry America. The sugges- • 
Lion here is based ou slight eviJence aud uot ou intensive research 
on the subject. 

2. Rammohun Roy fostered such refor111 movements as (a) 
the abolition of suttee, (b) faimesa iu jury selection aud recoguition 
of native worth politically nnd intellectually, (c) freedom of the 
Press, (d) fair taxation, (e) women's rights, (f) reform of propert~ 
aud inheritance laws, (g) religion~ purification, including the 
ubolition of idolatry, etc., (h) the aboli1.ion of the caste system. 

3. Some tweutyfive American publications coutaiuing 
comments on Rammohun Roy between the years 181~ and 18-iO • 
are listed in the "BibliogrHphy" of this Essay. The ChristicifJ~ 
Register (Boston, founded in 1821) ~lone contained ov1lr one 
hundred references between 1821 and H330 ; many of these were 
articles of some le1~gth, several running into as many as eight 
columns, and about fifteen were fronlo page articles. By reason of 
their extensive circulation (as will "be evident from Part III, 1-
section entitled "Access to Periodical Material" of tl1e thesis), 
these twentyfive publicatign~ collectively carried the worq q,f 

• 
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iNTRODUCTION 

were not unknown to at least the leading spirit of the 
so-ca lled "Transcendental group"' -Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

A letter from Ralph Waldo Emers on to his aunt Mary 
Moody Emerson , quoted by James E. Cabot in his lJifemoir of 
Emerson,5 offered the first clue in the investigation of the 
t opic 'l'his led t o the discovery that considerable material 
concerning Rammohun Roy was accessible to the American 
public durin~; t h e period which immediately preceded 
the Transcendenta l era of American literature. In view 
of the fact t h a t R ammohun Roy was the firs t, or at leas t 
t h e fir J t important contac t of.America wi th India, 6 the 
ques t ion which naturally arises is : To what extent might 
Ra 1nmohun R oy h a ve been the cause of American interes t 
in Orientalis m ? 

Ramm ohun Roy to many part s of the United States . New England, 
howev er, an d Jilnrticularly Boston, was th e place of most intensive 
concentration of such mnterial ; for, of the twentyfive publications, 
about half we re publi shed in Boston, and another fourth either in 
Rh ode I sland or Conneeticut or in some Massachuse tts city other 
than B os ton. Familiari ty with Ramm ohun Roy was further 
augmented by the prevalence of foreign, particularly of Briti sh, 
publ ications co nta ining di scuss ions of him and his work . These 
p1!'blications either circulated freely, were subscribe(! to through 
booksellers, or were nccessible through librnri es. (A furth er 
demonstrati on of the ex tensive kn owledge of Ramm ohun Roy 
in Ameri ca is g· ive n in my Bibliography of peri odi cnl s-Americnn, 
E ngli sh, Inc ian and Freneh, -containing a rticles on Rammohun 
Roy published be tween 1816 an d 1840, - Part JI. B, 1- 4). 
• 4. Clan,nce L. F. G ohlles iu hi s Per~odicals of American. 

• · 'rra nscendentalis m, Durh a m, Duke Un1v er~ ity Press, 193 1, 
p. 9,.li sts the fo llowing as comprising the Tran scendental group 
"in th e narrowes t sense, " that is, "only those who were actually 
rt>garded b.v their co uf.emporaries as such" :-,Villiam Ellery 
Cllll nuiug, W . H. Channing, R. \V. Emerson, Bronson Alcott, 
F. H. H edge, Ja m e~ Freenwn Clark , ,¥. H. Furn ess , J ohn 
S. Dwight.. C . P . Cran ch, Elizabeth P eabody, and possibly 
-Margare t Fuller. 

5. New · York aud Boston, H oughton ~fifflin and Company, 
1887, 2 voh. Vol. I, pp. 80, 81. 

• 6. A publi cntion enti tlecl Asiatic Researches is to be found 
Irs ted in the early catalogues of nearly all the major American 
libraries bet ween 1800 an~\·182 0. This London periodical, founded 
in 179(1, was publi shed until 1811. Its pn~sages contained con
tributions from the members of t.he Asi<ttic Society of Bengal and 
the R oya l Asiatic Society tf Great Britain. The publi cation, 
however, seems to have bee~ hi stori cal in purpose, and to have 
dealt ra tlwr with the physical than with the spiritual aspec ts of 
.Lndia . It is certain that it was in no way even suggestive of the 
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AN ESTIMATE OF RAMMOHUN ROY 
• 

Before discussing the influence of Rammohun Roy in 
the United States, it is necessary to realize who he was 
and to appreciate his place in the world of Hindu thought 
and culture. 7 

type of interest that Rammohun Roy was to create either in 
England ot· in America. • 

The only other npparent source that might have created 
American interest in the Orient before the advent of Rammolrun 
Roy was the Oriental Tale which appeared from time to time in 
various American periodicals. These stories seem so 'Vesternized, 
however, that their Oriental features appear to be mainly super~ 
ficial. Certainly no deep penetration into the philosophy of the 
Ol"ient was to be had from theon, and whatever interP.st in the 
Orient they may have aroused was probably in the fielJ of fancy 
rather than fact. 

7. The main biographie'l of Rammohun Roy are : 
Sandford Arnot: Biogrnphy and Aut.obiogrnphy of Rammohun 

Roy, Athwceum (l\fagazine) No. 310, (October 5, 1833), eP· 
666-668. 

Montgomery Robert Martin : Biography of Rammohun Roy, 
Court Journal, Vol. V, (October, 1833), p. 578. 

Lant Carpenter : A Revie~v of the Labours, Opinions, a11d 
Character of Rajah Rammohun Roy, London, Rowland, 
Hunter, Simpkin and 1\Iarshall, 1833.-Bristol, Browne and 
Reid, 1833. (140 pp.) • 

Mary Carpenter: The Last Days in Ellgland of Raj~h · • 
Rammohun Roy, London, Trubner, 1866. (254 pp.)~2nd 
edition, London, E. T. Whitfield, 1875. (xiv + 178 pp.)
Calcutta, R. C. Lepage and Company, 1866.--Calcutla, 
Rnmmohun Roy Library, 1915. (xi +255 pp.l 

Max Muller : "Raja Rammohun Roy,'' in Biographical Essays, 
London and New York, Scribners, 18g4.-London, Longmans• 
Green and Company, 1884. (390 pp.) Pp. 1-43. 

Jogen<lra Chundtlr Ghose : Biographical Introduction to the 
English Works of Rajah Rammohu1~ Roy, Calcutta, 
1885-87, 2 vols. Vol. I, pp. 1-30. • 

Sophia Dobson Collet: The Life and Letters of Rammohun 
Roy, London, Harold Collet, 190ti.-The same, edited by H. 
C. Sarkar, with • a short biography of Miss Collet, B. M. 
Press, Calcuttn, 1913 {lxxxive+-280 pp.)-H. C. Snrknr's 
Edition reprinted at the CMI.ssic Press, Calcutta, 1930. 
(lxxx + 263 pp.) (This is the edition referred to throughout 
this Essay).-London, Unitarian Society, 1914. (26~ pp.) 

• 
• 

.. 
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To Rammohun Roy must be assigned a pla ce among the 
heroes of India. 

\Vith an energy wh ich set, at nnught th e formidable resi:stan ce 
he encountered from the slaves of bigotry ; with a perseverance 
which was unwavering ; with a moral courage which lrinntphed over 
persecuti on ; with a benevolence whi ch was not exclusive hut 
catholic ; with a reli g ious aspiration whid1 was fervid a nd 
impass ioned but not impulsive and fanati cal-he laboured, 
according to the li gh t and knowl edge he enjoyed, to liberate the 
Hindu mind from the tyran ny of supersti 1i on, and to inoculate it 
with the elevating prin ciples of a more rational faith. 8 

• In fact , R.tmmoh un Roy has de3ervedly been called the 
"Father of Modern India ." 

Born in 1772, in Wes tern Bengal, Rammohun Roy was 
descended from Brahmin s tock of the most a ncient lineage. 
This background is best described in his own words : 

My ances tors were Bml11nin s of a hig h order, ami, from time 
immemorial, were devo ted to the relig ious duti es of th eir rae~'>, 
down to my fifth progenitor, who about one hundred ancl forty years 
ngo gave up spiritunl exerci ses for worldly pursuits and nggrandi se
mellt. His descendants ever since followed his example, 
nnd according to the usual fate of conrti ers, with various success, 
s~metimes ri sing to honour and sometimes falli11g ; sometimes 
rich a11d sometimes poor; sometimes excelling in success, sometimes 
miserable through d isa ppointment. But my matemal ancestors, 

Dina Nath Ganguli : "A Sketch of the Life of Raja Rammohun 
Roy" and other Es~ays in th e l\femorial Edition of Translatiot~ 

• of Several Principal Books, PassaRes and Texts of the 
• V eds, etc. Cakuttn, Society for the i{esuscita tion of Indian 

L i teralure, 1903. Pp. ix-lxxxvi . 

Ramananda Chatterjee : Rammohun Roy and Modern India, 
· Calcutta, 1918. 
Manila! C. Parekh : Rajarshi Rammohun Roy. Rajkot, 

K a tb iawad, M. C. Parekh, 1927. (287 pp.) 

• Amal Home: Rammohun Roy, the Man a11d His Work, 
Centenary Publi city Booklet No. 1, Calcutta, Satis C. 
Chakravarti. 1933. (vii+ 161 pp.) 

Upendra Nath Ball : Rarnmohun Roy, Calcutta, U. Ray and 
• Son s, 1933. (345 pp.) 

• 

A more complete lis t, of books deal ing with Rammohun Roy is 
g iven in the "General J3ibliography'' (PART IV) nnd also in the 
Periodical Bibliography~ • 

The Biogrnphy by Miss Collet and that by Mr. Ball were 
officially recommended by -the Rammohun Roy Centenary Com-
111 i ttee, C11lcutta. • 

8, Calcutta Review, 1t5 i 5 . 
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being of the sacerdotal order by profession as well as by bit·th, and 
of a family than which none holds a higher rank in that profession, 
have up to the present day uniformly adhet·ed to a life of religious 
observances and devotion, preferring peace and tranquility of miud 
to the ex<!itements of ambition and all the allurements of worldly 
grandeur. 9 

Rammohun Roy's education was in keeping with his 
Brahmin background. After several years of home training 
under the usual gurumahashay or teacher, he was sent, 
about 1780, to Patna to study Arabic. He was already 
conversant with Bengali JLnd Persian, the latter being 
the court language of the day. It was at Patna that 
Rammohun Roy first became interested in monotheism 
as found in the forms of Mohammedanism. After 
Patna, came Benares, the Indian Oxford, with its 
Sanskrit scholars. There he absorbed the mythical and 
philosophic past of Hindu philosophy. The.-<e two contacts 
caused Roy to take a definite stand against polytheism 
which he later believed was a perversion of the Vedanta, 
and caused him to lean away from pantheism toward 
theism. At fourteen, the rebellious youth dared to 
defy the teachings of his father, and probably because of the 
conflict that resulted from such a stand, left the parental 
household to travel. His travels were apparently qui~ 
extensive. Indeed, Sandford Arnot, his secretary in J£ngland, 
claimed, after the death of the Rajah, that he had even 
visited Tibet during this period and narrowly escaped with 
his life for accusing the Lamas of perverting the teachings 
of Buddha. The actual itinerary is unrecorded by Roy, 
but he did return home with an enlarged mental horizon. 

• Because Rammohun Roy's eldest son was not borfl. • 
until seven yeara after the Rajah's return from his tra~els, 
Miss Collet does not believe that Roy began fan•ily life 
on his own account until about 1800, but spent the 
intervening years probably in Benares taking advantage 
of "the facilities afforded by that sacred city for tile 
study of Sanskrit.'' 1 0 But even when home life was 
resumed, it does 119t seem to have lasted very long. • 
Undoubtedlv the conflict of ideas within the man made 
any orthodox situation uncomfortable for him. This 
period, ending about 1804 with the publication at 
M urshidabad (where he had removed after the death • 
of his father) of hi~ fint literary achievement, Tulifat-ul 
Muwahhidin, was decidedly one of tm'b~lent transition and 
great mental unrest. 

• 
9. Autobiograplz·y, p. 1. • 

10. S. D. Collet, Raja Rammohun Roy, p. R. • 
• 

• 

• 
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1 uhjat-ul-Muwalzhidin, or A Gift to Monotheists, was a 
theological tract in Persian, the main contention of which 
was tha t people attach too much importance to pa rticular 
forms of religion and forget that fal sehood is comm<m to all 
fa iths, since all are dependent on fallible human teachers 
for interpreta tion. ''The fact is that habit and training 
make individua l!; blind and deaf notwithstanding their 
having eyes and ears/' This fir st document set forth one 
of the main ide~s to which Rammohun Roy held fa s t 
throughout his life, that is, an opposition to prophets and 
dogmatic religions. • H e W>I.S a finn beli ever in dire t;L revelatio n. Any interference 
with th e relations between ma n all(! hi s Maker by th e int.erposition 
of a med iator was co nsidered an infringe me nt of this prineiple. 11 

By 1801, R ammohun Roy was proficient in English and 
had begun to make English associa tions. The: e inc luded a 
connection with F or t William College, a po:sition with a Mr. 
Thomas Woodford, a nd fina lly, service in the East fndia 
Company under Mr. J ohn Digby who beca me his life- long 
friend. 1 2 Bu t de spite his unselfish efforts in behalf of 
Rammohun Roy, Mr. Digby was unable to destroy the 
stigma that kept the Indian native in servitude a nd denied 
Rammohun Roy his proper a dvancement in the Company. 
Rlmmohun Roy finally left the East India Company in 
disgust, but rem!Lined at Rangpur, where he had removed 
with M r . DigbyY 1 The departure of Mr. Digby for Eng
land made Ramrnohun Roy decide to move to Calcutta, a 
change further motivated by the dislike he had incurred 
among the orthodox natives. 
• R ammohun Roy 's arrival in Calcutta marks the actual 
btlginning of his public life. He was fortytwo years of 
age,• mature, and well prepared for the great work that lay 
before him-the task of arousing India from her state of 
lethargy and making her conscious of her dormant powers. 14 

The learned Br.1hmans in th ose days paid more attention to 
the sturly of N yay a and Smrit.i s , and their positiou d .. pended upon 

. their kn owledge in th ose subjects. But they were so iguorant of 
their origi nal author 'ty, the V edas, that most of them did not know 
the meanin g of the Mantras (prayers) th ey repeated thrice a day. 
The rich had noLhing to do wi t.h learning; most of them could not 

• spell the words, not to say of using them correctly. They thought 
it was suffit; ient if t;hey could write letters and keep the accounts 
for their worldly purposes .• 15 

• 

II. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15 . 

. 
• 

U. N. Ball, Rammohttn Roy, p. 23. 
I bid., pp. ~ : 3 -28 . • 
Ib id., pp. 28-33. • 
/hid., p. 37. 
Ibid., p. 37. 
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Rammohun Roy fe lt that such a degraded situation 
in which ignorance produced polytheism, su.ttee, and other 
customs repugnan t to an in telligent man with enlightened 
religiou~ conceptions, cou ld be corrected only by education. 
This he determined to bring about by establishing schools, 
by instigating discussion, and by circulating li erature 
written either by himself or by tho3e in sympathy with 
him. All this he did at his own expense. 

In Calcutta, where his fame preceded him, Rammohun 
Roy found both objectors and sympathizers. The latter he 
organized into an inform~l discussion group called the 
A tmiya Sabha. More numerous than his friends, however, 
we e-nis opponents who were frequently so annoyed by his 
boldness that his life was more than once in danger. 

Rammohun Roy's translation of the sacred scriptures 
{rom Sanskiit into Bengali was one of his first steps toward 
awakening India. The3e translations were important 
religiously and philosophically, but they also marked the 
beginning of Bengali literature. In them Roy continually 
pointed out that polytheism was mel'ely a perver.sion of the 
pure texts which were originally monotheistic : 

Most earnes tly do I ptay that the whole may, sooner or la~r, 
prove effi cient in prod ucing on the minds of Hindu:~ in generd, a 
conviction of the ra ti onal it.y of believing in and adoring the 
Supreme Being ouly. t 6 

The orthodox H indus were alarmed, but the Christian 
missionaries hailed the reform, although they were 
uncertain whether to class Rammohun Roy as part Christian 
or pure Hindu. In 1816, the first notices of this great m~h 
began to appear in the Western world in the Pe·riCJtdical • 
A ccount of the Baptist Missionam Society and the Missionary • 
R egister, bo ~h London publications. From these sources 
one learns that Roy had at this time about five hundred 
followers, a nd that two attempts had already been made 
on his life. Abo ut this same year the Monthly Repositm·y 
of Theology, an English Unitarian publication, popula:e 
among A merican Unitarians and subscribed to by Harvard 
University, a lso began to recognize Rammohun Roy, while 
the Christian Rejonnt:?' of 1818 showed intense enthusiasm 
in its publication of a letter concerning Roy written by the • 
Reverend Thomas Belsham. 1 7 

16. English 
G hose, Calt:utta, 
pp. 86, 87. 

• 
Works of Rammohun Roy, edited by J. C. 
1886-87. ''In trod!icl ion to the Ishopanishad'', 

17. Thomns Belsham, Introduction to William "f4>ot's Letter 
about Rammohun Roy, Christian Reformer, Vol. IV, p. 2 (l818l. . 

• 
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As th e n atura l outcom e of hi s w r i tings, Rammohun Roy 
was drawn in t J re lig iou s co n trover.3 ies . In the Madra;; 
C:J nrier of 18L6 appe::~,red a le tter daLed December 25, and 
s igne:l by Sankara S'.\s tei . S!l.stri felt that Roy's trart slation s 
would be detrim·3n ta l rather than he lpful to the average 
Hindu who was un fit to undei·stan d the words of the sacred 
WOl'ks . This ar..d othe t• charges made in the le t ter 
Ramm ohun Roy answered by his Defen ce of Hindoo 
Tlwi;; m i n RPp l!J to an Attack of wt Advocate for I dolatry at 
.il[udra~ ( 18 L 7 ), in which his sh r ewdness of a rgument demo
li~bed hi ::; opponent. The es s ~q jntitled A Second Def ence 
of tltJ Aionotlzei::; tical Sy stem of the Veclus a lso appeared 
in 1817. The Apolouy, in answer to which this essay wa s 
wrltten, was fu ll of abuse, but Rammohun Roy replied in h is 
us ucd dign ifie d manner. 

Me '-1- nwhile, both in E ngland and F r an ce, R a mmohun 
Roy we~,s fas t becoming a celebr ity. He was introduced to 

rench tho 1_tght throug h t be efforts of M. D'Acosta, editor 
of the Crtlcufta 'l 'i mes, who h a d sent certa in pamph lets by 
R<Ltmnolnm Roy, along with comments about him, to Abbe 
Gregoire . Abbe Gregoire , a former bis bop of Blois, became 
interes ted, an d >note a tract abou t Rammohu n Roy which 
a~peared both in the Monthly Repository (in English 
tmns la tion) and in the Chronique Religiense. 1 8 A lso 
impor tant in making the n a me of Rammohun R oy known 
in Europe was the Jow·nal of a Route across I ndia, thronoh 
Euyot tu En;ylw ~d, in t he years 1817 ancl 1818 by Lieutenant. 
Colonel Fi tzclarence, [later, E a rl of Mu nster ], published 
in London in 1. 819. 1 

:' This work contained one of th e 
~rs t graphic description s of Rammohun Roy to be presen ted 
t ~ the Western world . • 

Onc:J Rammoh u n Roy h 'l.d become an acti ve r eligious 
' r efo rm e t·, it was n:1t ura l fo r him to broaden h is field to 
inc! ucte soc ia l r efo r m. I n I nd ia the pract ice of · suttee-as 
g reat a blot o n the na tion as ido latry-was on the increase . 
Rammohu n Roy's own h ::tt red fo r t he custo m had an emo-

• tiona l as well a ::; an iu tellectual ba s it>, h is own sis ter-in -law 
~ving been a victim of s uttee. 2 0 R a mmohun Roy began his 

ycampaign a~ainst t he rite in 1818, bu t it was not abolished 
un t.il t en years la te r, fo r the E ng lish offi cia ls, due to fear , 

• 
18. S. D. Collet., R ai a Rammo httn Roy, p. 31. 
19. · L ondo n, J . Murmy, 1819. Rev iew&d and quo Led from in 

- t h ~ Christian R egister, Quarterly R eview, Literary Gaz ette, 
i\!Ionthly R epository , Spi"-t of the P ilg ri·ms, and other periodi
cals. My " Ge neral Bi bli ogn~ph y" gives more detai led references. 

20 . tr. N. Ball, R a:m 111ohun Roy, pp. 8·2-87 ; S.D. Collet, 
•op. cit. , J.9. 

2 
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continually avoided the issue until the arrival of Lord 
William Bentinck as Governor General. 21 It was with the 
help of R'lmmohun Roy·s arguments, which had destroyed 
the contt!ntion of the orthodox Hindu that suttee was based 
on fund'lmental Vedic authority, that ihe new Governor 
General was finally able to abolish the practice. 2 2 

In 1820 Rammohun Roy became involved in a contro
versy which made his name a household word in nearly 
every Unitarian family in England and America, and 
caused him to become front page new.;; in many American 
newspapers and periodical,. He had presumed to criticize 
the Trinitarian interpretation of Christianity, and thus 
bec3.me a focal point in a Unitarian-Trinitarian contro
versy that raged on two continents. The Unitarians came 
to his rescue, and the Baptists, his former friends, led the 
opposition. 

Ra.mmohun Roy's connection with the controversy 
resulted from his publication, in 1820, of a small tract 
entitled The Precepts of Jesus, the Guide to Peace anrl Happi
ness, extracted from the Books of the .New Testament, asaibed 
to the Four Evangelists. 23 This pamphlet, published at 
the Baptist Mission Press in Calcutta, was the product of 
Ra.mmohun Roy's interest in Christianity ; he wanted 'to 
give his countrymen the benefit of his own research in the 
Biblical texts which he had studied in Hebrew and Greek. 24 

His original intentions were anything but controversial. 
The "Introduction" of this little tract is so revealing that it 
seems desirable to present it here almost in entirety. 

A conviction in the mind of its total ignorance of the natulil3 
1U1cl of the specific attributes of the Godhend, anJ a sense of dou~t • 
resp~cting the real e;;sence of the soul give rise to feeli1~gs of 
great dissatisfaction with our limited power», as well as with all 
human acquirements which fail !o iuform us 011 these interesting 
points. 

But the idea of God, continues the "Introduction,'' makes 
existence more agreeable. This God idea is derived fronP 
tradition or from "an attentive survey ... of nature." The 
"latter," though mot·e or less common to all religions, is 
esp3cially noticeable in Chl'istianity, wherein it is an 
"essential characteristic." • 

.. 

• • . 
21. S. D. Collet, op. cit., pp. J9-5J ; U. N. Ball, op. cit., 

pp. 87-105. 
22. U. N. Ball, Rammohun RQy, pp. 99-104. 
23. ( iv+82 pp.) 
24. U. N. Ball, op. cit., p, 105 ; S. D. Collet, ltaja Ram

mohun Roy, p. 56. • 

• 
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Amongst tl1ese opinions [that is, opinions of Chri stian authors], 
the most prevalent seems to be that no one is justly entitled to 
the appellation of Christian who does not believe in the divinity 
of Christ and of the Holy Ghost, li S well as in the divine nature 
of God, the Father of all created beings. Many allow a much 
greater la titude to the term Christian, and consider it as compre
hending nil who acknowledge the Bible to contain the revenled 
will of God, however they may differ from others in their 
interpretation s of particular passages of Scripture .•.. I confine 
my attenti on at present to the task of laying before my fellow
creatures the words of Christ, with a translation from the English 
into Sanskrit, and the lnnguage ~f Bengal. 25 I feel persuaded 
that by separ_ating from the other matters contained in the New 
Testament the moral precepts found in that book, these will be 
more likely to produce the desirable effect of improvin g the hearts 
and minds f men ..• . For hi storical a nd some other passages are 
liable to the doubts and disputes of freethinkers and anti-Christians, 
especially miraculous rela tions, which are much less wonderful 
than the fabri cated tales handed down to the natives of Asia, and 
consequently would be apt at best to carry li ttle weight with them. 
On the contrary, moml doctrines, tending ev idently to the main
tenance of the peace and harm ony of mankind ... are beyond the 
reach of metnphysical perversion, nnd intelligible alike to the 
1-w.rned and to the unlearned. This si mple code of religion and 
morality is :;o admirnbly calculated to elevate men's ideas to high 
and liberal nc·tions of God, who •.. has equally admitted all to 
be partakers of the bonn tiful merc ies •.. of nature, and is also 
so well fitted to regulate the conduct of the human race in the 
discharge of their various duties to themselves and to society, that I 
can not but hope the best effects from its promulgation in the 
+Jresen t form . 
• • :Rammohun Roy's whole attitude is exposed in this 
" I ntroductio:1.'' It is evident, first of all, that he con
s idered the Christian God to be thEI same as his own, 
the same G od that is worshipped in a ll religions. The 
thing that interested h im in Ch rist ianity was its moral 
aspect ; to him the "essential characteristic of the 

• Christian religion" was its ideal humanity, its tendency to 
promote "the peace and harmony of mankind at large." 2G 
Rammohun Roy was certainly not a Christian in the 
orthodox sense. He was not "converted" ; he had merely 

• becorr.e inteL'. ec tually appreciative. His was the view 
that is beginning to take hold in the twentieth century ; 
but it is quite evide11t. why such a com ment precipitated 

• 
25. These purposed tran sla tions in to Sanskrit and Bengali 

were never achieved, the pro1!6Ct being side-tracked by the religious 
controversy into which Rammohun ijoy was plunged . 

• 
• 26. S. D. Collet, Raja Ramnwhun Roy, p. 57. 
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a. controversy in hi>: day when Christianity was strongly 
"fundamentalistic'' and sectarian. 

Led by the Baptists, who made the monthly Friend 
of Indiq, their mouthpiece, Rammobun Roy's opponents 
immediately launched their attack against him. The 
Reverend Deocar Schmidt went so far as to say 
that Rammobun Roy would lnJUre the cause of 
Christianity. 2 7 Roy was deeply hurt. 2 s It was certain 
that he had a more intelligent view of Christianity, 
and probably a better understanding of that religion, 
than did the active missionaries in India, all of whom 
were rigid in their views afl.d unable to adapt themse.lves 
to the needs of the Indians with their thousands of years 
of religious background. Rammohun Roy quickly replied 
to these attacks with An Appeal to the Christian Public in 
Dejpnce of the ''Prece"lts of Jesus," and signed the tract 
"A Friend of Truth.'' 29 His opponents had called him a 
"heathen," a name synonymous in his mind with "ido
later.'' 30 In this tract he hotly defended his Christianity. 
He further defended the principle on which his selection 
of ''Precepts" had been made, and pointed out the unsatis~ 
factory results of missionary efforts in India, which caused 
Christianity to be mocked rather than respected. The 
missionaries, said Rammohun Roy, were teaching dortrin:s 
that the native s were unprepared to receive : 

They have been so incautious and inconsiuerale in their allempts 
to enlighten the natives of Inrlia, as to address the instructions to 
them in the same way as if they were reasoning 'vith per•on!' 
brought up in a. Christinn country, with thMe ,logmnticalnotions 
imhibed from their infancy. 

Dr. Marshman replied to Rammohun Roy wit.n 
certain '<Remarks'' which appea1·ed in the Frienrl of Jmlitt • 
in May, 182(1. In this article he apologized for the use 
of the term "heathen," but stated that he refused to call 
"Christian" any one who did not accept "the Divinity and 
Atonement of Jesus Christ, and the Divine Authority of 
the whole of the Holy Scriptures." Some months later, 
Dr. Marshman further emphasized his opposing opinions. 
in an article published in the quarterly Friend of lndia. 31 

It was in answer to this essay that Rammohun Roy wrote 
his Second Appeal to the Christian Public in Defence of the 
"Precepts of Jesus," which was published in 1821. 32 • 

27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
3t. 

Ibid., p. 60. 
Ibid., p. 60. • 

• 

Calcutta, 18~0. (:JO pp.) 
U N. Ball, Rammohun R~·7 p. 110, 
No. 1 (September, 1820). 
Calcutta. Baptist Mission Pres~, 18:31, 173 pp. • 

• 

• 

.. 

• 
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In t his second "Appeal'' Rammohun Roy stated that in 
his "Precept./' he had omitted " the mention of thd miracles 
performed by Jesus, without meaning to express do.ubts 
of their authenticity, or intending to slight t hem .by such 
a n omission"; but because "nothing but the sublimity of the 
precepts of J esm: h ad at first draw n his attent ion towards 
Christianity and excited his veneration for tbe author 
of thi s religion withou t aid from miracu lous re lations." 
He labe ll ed himself a promulgato r of Christianit.v and an 
opponent of polytheism. Trin itari anism he classed with 
polytheism. "The precept s of J esus , which no other reli~ion 
ca n equal or su rpass, do not,"• in sisted R am mohun Roy, 
"depend on the metaphysica l a rguments and mysteries 
with which they have been associated." 33 

T h e controve,rsy in which Rammohun Roy was involved 
had by now dwindled to two points of conten tion ; fir s t, 
wh ether or n ot the precepts a lone are sufficient to guide 
one to peace an:i happin eso:, and, second , whether God is 
uni ta rian or t rinitarian. These two points were in turn 
reduced to one~Tri nitarian i sm versus Unitarianism. In 
this fo rm the controversy reached white heat in both 
Engla nd and America. Th e argument, thus centered in 
one point, sti rred R ammohun Roy profoun dly, for unity 
ineth e Godhea d was one of hi s deepest covinctions. 

Th e theolog;ica l discussion was at this time further 
brought in to prominence by the convers ion to 
Unitarianism of a certain William Adam. William 
Adam and William Yateo: , both Baptist missiona ri es, 
were working jointl y wi th Rammohun R oy on the 
t ra ns lat ion of the Gospels into Bengali. Afte 1· a 
<fisagreement over interpretat ion, Yates withdrew, but 

• Adalil.l, as a r esu lt of his contact with R.ammohun Roy, was 
convel'ted to Unita rianism. 34 Thi s caused great commotion 
and a lso much bi ttemess . The Unita ria ns at once 
became enthusiast ic abo u t for eign mission work, and 
William Adam, after form in g a Unitarian · Committee 
definitely connected with the American and English 

.JJranches, es tablish ed a Unitarian Chapel in Calcutta. 
Rammohun Hoy assisted in every ma nner possible in 
these Unita rian ac t ivi ties: he supported the chapel, 
established a Unitarian Press, and published literatme,-

• all a t his own expense. And as a r esult of th is connec
t ion he opened correspondence with several Unitarian 
leader s in both Americ01. and England. 3 5 . 

• 
33. S. D. Collet, Raja I? a 11/lllolz?lit Roy, p. 64. 
34. U . N . Ball, Rmnmolttm Roy, pp. lRO, ] 31. 
35. S.ee section III, 3 enti tled "Private Sources of Inform ntion 

Concerning Rammohun Roy" . • 
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In Dece1i1ber, 1821, Dr. Marshman's criticism of the 
Second Appeal caused Rammohun Roy again to take up his 
pen. This time a 256 octavo page treatise appeared to 
answer.the article in the Friend of India. It was entitled 
Final Appeal to the ChTistian Public in Defence of the 
"Precepts of Jesus,'' and was published in January, 1823. 3 6 

At the same time that Rammohun Roy was giving his 
interpretation of Chri stianity to the people of a Christian 
world and claiming in spirit to be one of them, he was also 
dt'tendiug the devout Hindu in the pages of the Brahmunical 
Ma.quzine, a publication esia.blished by him under the pen 
name ''Shivuprusarl Surma.'' Though this duality might 
make it seem as if Rammohun Roy was contradicting him
self, it was, in reality, the sign of a deep understanding on 
his part of what is best in all religions. Rammohun 
Roy had started his new publication when the Sumachar 
Durpan, a Baptist Bengali paper, had refused to print 
his reply to an article which claimed that the Vedanta 
was pantheistical rather than monotheistical. Rammohun 
Roy printed his reply in his own paper, the Brahmunical 
Magazine, which he later used to give expression to his 
arguments against Trinitarianism and his opinions on 
other issues. 3 7 

• 
After the publication of his Final Appeal in 1823, 

Rammohun Roy suggested the publication of a monthly 
magazine for Biblical criticism. 

If any one of the missionary gentlemen for himself and in 
behalf of his fellow-labourers would send an essay in defence of 
their distinctive tenets, Rammohun would publish the same at his 
own expense. 3 8 : 

• • 
The publication did not materialize, but a new contro-

versy did come into being as a result of the suggestion. This 
time the antagonist was a certain Doctor R. Tytler, who 
challenged Rammohun Roy to public or private debates. 
Rammohun Roy refused the offer, as it had not come 
from a responsible clergyman. So the controversy wa~ 
argued out through a series of letters published in the 
BPngal Hurkaru during the latter part of April, May, and 
part of June, 1823. Tytler's arguments, based mainly on 
prejudices and emotional conclusions, were easily demo- • 
lished by Rammohun Roy's clear ideas. Then, with the 
gradual withdrawal of Dr. Tytler, jJJ.e whole matter finally . --------. 

36. Calcutta, Dhmmtollab, Unitarian Press, January 30, 1823. 
37. The Brahmu11ical Maga~i~ze had four known i~ sm'>s, 

Nos. I, II, Hnd III appe»ring in 1821, and No. IV in 1823 • . 
38. S . D. Collet, Ra,ja Rammohun Roy, p. 77. • 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

AN ESTIMATE OF RAMMOHUN 15 

came to an Hnd. The letters were published in 1823 at the 
Bengal Hurkaru Press, and entitled, A Vindication of the 
Incarnation of the Deity as t he Common Basis of Hindooism 
and Christianity, against the Schismatic Attacks• of R. 
Tytler, E sq., M.D. by Ram Doss. 39 

About this t ime ·appeared Rammohun R oy's Dialogue 
between u lvJissio nar,IJ and Three Chinese Converts (1823), 
the purpose of which was to show "that the impression 
produced on Chinese minds by the tea ching of three gods, 
who are one God and one of whom died, is bewildering 
and ridiculous." 4 0 

• 

In the fo \Hth, and apparently the last, number of the 
B rahmurtical Magazine, which appeared on November 15, 
1823, Rammohun Roy gave further expression to his con
tl"O versial opinions, still concealing his identity under the 
pseudonym "Shivuprusad Surma''. Indeed, he went so far 
a s to say that the issu e was published because Rammohun 
R oy had fail ed to reply to cer tain missionary attacks on 
the Vedanh. T he main theme of this number was that 
the Christi1m creed is expressed in so many various ways 
that conver:; ion to simpl e Christianity is impossible. 

Possibly as a practical conclusion to the Trinitarian 
cc1ntroversy of 1823, Rammohun Roy published his Humble 
Suggestions to his Cowdrymen who believe in the One 
True God,' ' signi ng it "Prusunnu K oo mar Thakoor". His 
object in pub lish ing this tract, he wro te, was b ... recom
mend those to w hom it is addressed to avoid using harsh 
or abu sive language in thei r intercourse with European 
miss io na ries, either respecting them or th ei r obj ects of 
worship, h owever much this m ay be countenanced by the 
exat~ple of some Qf these gentlemen.41 

• 

One phase of the unusual ch aracter of Rammohun Roy 
must here be noted. No matter how vigorous religious 
disputes became, he was never prejudiced against his 
opponents. In fact, during the heat of the Trinitarian 
controvers:r h e attended the Scotch Presbyterian Chut·ch 

.and even allowed his name to be used on a petition for the 
despatch of more Presbyterian missionaries to India. 

39. Thi:; pamphlet was reprinted verbatim by the Salem 
Courier, Slll•lm, Massachusetts, some time in 1828. 

40. S. D. Collet, Rajp Rammohun Roy, p. 79. 
41. Quoted in S . ·D. Collet., Raja Rammohtm Roy, pp. 

80, 81. Tlw Trinitarian controversy (1 820-1823 inclusive) has 
heen dealt with at great ~llgth because of its p11rticular sigui
fi cllnce wi th regard to Roy's American inll.uence. The American 
years of t-reatest interest may be said to be 1821-1824, allowing 
~ne year for tran sference of inform ation . 

. 970 !7 
3 APR ~9G5 
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Later he was to be the chief supporter of Alexander Duff 
in that missionary's great educational work.42 

The Trinitarians at last were silenced, but not so the 
Hindu •con troversialists. Several tracts were written by 
Ranunohun Roy and a certain antagonist who called 
himself "The Establisher of Religion·' on the subject of 
whether or not Rammohun Roy and his followers, by 
their unorthodox behavior, had cut themselves off fl-om 
Hinduism. To this controversy Rammohun Roy contri
buted his An~wers to Four Questions and a Bengali tract 
entitled Pathya Praclana.e (Medicine for the Sick). The 
argument, as Miss Collet describes it, was between the 
"Rabbinism of the Hindu religion'' and "its Prophetism." 43 

The "Establisher of Religion" suggested a boycott of 
Rammolwn Roy and his associates, olaming that tbey had 
lost caste. On similar grounds, Roy's own mother tried to 
disinherit him, but without success. 1 '1 Rammohun Roy's 
one desire in life was to help his own people, aJtd because 
of this he was at all times careful not to violate rules 
which might make him an outcaste. Furthermore, he had 
no desire to destroy the inheritance of his children, or to 
cut off his own income, which would have rendered him 
helpless in the pursuit of his work. 

In 1824 a pamphlet entitled Col"respowleJu;e Relatiue•lo 
the Prospects ot Christiunity and the Neans of Promoting its 
Reception in India was published by the Harvard university 
Press under the auspices of the Reverend Henry Ware. It 
centered about certain questions that had been asked of 
William Adam and Rammohun Roy in 1823, and the 
answers of both; those of Adam were quite lengthy while 
those of Roy were very brief. 45 This publication, whith 
also contained other col'l"espondence dealing with, the • 
matter, probably marked the height of interest in Ram
mohun Roy in America, as well as the turning point of 
Rammobun Roy's own interest in Unitarianism. The 
next few years found Unitarian Christianity steadily 
growing weaker in India. In 1827 Rammobun Roy and 
his followers made one more attempt to arouse interest., 
but before the end of the following year it was clear to 
William Adam and his fellow missionaries that the entire 
idea of Unitarianism in India would h <LVe to be given up. 

· For Rammohun Roy and his associates, along with the • 
American and English Unitarians, seemed to have lost -all 
interest in the w_ork. 

42. U. N. Bnll, Rammolwn Roy, pp. 172-179. 
43. S.D. Collet, Raj<X RtlllllllO,zliJt Roy, pp_. 82-Si. 
44. U.N. Bnll, Rammolwn Aoy, pp, 215-217. 
45. Roy's reply to the twentyfive questions was contained 

in a lelter dated February 2, 1824. • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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This change that came over Rammohun Roy was not 
due to fickleness. Hather, as time went on, he had become 
increasingly aware that his was fundamentally a religious 
persona lity, and tha t that personality must find expression. 
He had sought this expression in Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Mohammedanism, Judaism, and in trinitarian and unitarian 
Christianity; but . none of these religions had completely 
satisfied him. In addition to this personal feeling of unrest, 
there was the added. objection that he was dependent upon 
.strangers for his ~:eligious needs. In other words, he was 
primarily a Hindu at heart. Rammohun Roy's realization 
of his po!>ition was eloquently •xpressed in a letter written 
by William Adam, February 18-20, 1826, to Dr. Joseph 
Tuckerman : 

Mr. Tuppiu in one of biB ldters asks,-Does Rammohun Roy 
profess to be a Christ;,an? ... I find it difficult to give a definite 
answer to this question, but the nearest approach to the truth, 
Hhhough I hope and believe that it is no t the truth itself, would 
perhaps be to say that he is both a Christian and a Hindu,
Christian with Christians a nrl a Hindu with Hindus. And before 
you say either that I am contradicting myself or that be is insincere 
in h is rel igion, you must candidly weigh all the circurn.stances in 
which he is placed. In the fir~t place, then, his relinquishment of 
icft:>latr ~' is absolute, total, public, uncompromising ; and when 
you reflect who he is and what he is, this is of itself an invincible 
test of integrity of religious principles and conduct. But his 
relinquishment of idclatry is not in consistent with the retention of 
his Brahmanical rig'Clts and observance of the rules of caste, the 
latter of wh ich is necessary to the former and both are neeessary to 
enable him to be useful to his countrymen,-the thing which he has 
~lost at heart. On the other hand, although he may safely relinquish 
idol~ttry, he cannot. safely profess Christiauity. The profession 
would involve loss of cnste, loss of property, loss of iufluence, loss 
of everything but a name ; and while he employs caste, property, 
influence, every thin ~: to promote, not the nomiual profession merely, 
but the ell lighteued belief and salutary influences of Christianity, 
his claim t0 be a pn.ctical although not a nominal Christian would 

• seem to be undou bted. In this point of view, Hinduism furnishes 
the antidote to its own inherent iutolerance. There is another 
reasoq for 1 he cours·~ he has pursued. The profession of Christianity 
would identify him in the opinion of Hindus not with the respect. 
able antl liberal portion of the Christian population, but with the 
low, ignorant and depraved con verts recently made by the English, 
or long since mad e by . the Portuguese missiouaries,-and. in the 
opinion of Mussulm1ins who hold him .in high esteem, with 
Triu itarians general.ly, for such Mussulmans suppose all Christians 
to be. In other words, th~ profession of Christianity would in
evitably, in the present circuTnstances of this country, identify him 
with per~ms from whom he differs as widely as from those with 

• whom he is now identified. He bas, therefore, only a choice of 
3 • 
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evils, and he has hither~o chosen tha~ which, although he groans 
under it.s bondage, leaves him greater liberty and usefulness than 
he could otherwise possess. I have thus given you the view of his 
circumstances and conduct which I have rem:on to suppose he 
would hit~self give you if he were now writing to you ; and I have 
only further to add that .•. I do not feel these reasons to be 
quite so convincing as they appear to him. . I have no 
doubt that in his opinion they possess all the force necessary fully 
to justify him in the sight of God and his own conscience in the 
course which he bus pursued. 

Since writing the preceding parngraph, I have had an 
opportunity of showing it to fiammohnn Roy, who considers it a 
correct representa~ion of his feelings and sentiments. 4 6 

Rammohun Roy's religious dissatisfaction finally culmi
nM;ed in the founding of the Brahmo Samaj. This organi
zation had its inception ori August 20, 1828. Miss Collet 
suggests that possibly William Adam first propostld the 
formation of this society, realizing that organized religions 
did not offer a solution for Rammohun Roy's religious 
needs ; or again, one of Rammohun Roy's native followers 
may first have expressed the desire for a native church. 4 7 

Possibly both suggestions were simultaneous. 
During the entire period of Rammohun Roy's activit~s 

in religious and social reform, two other sides of his versatile 
nature were finding expression-his interest in journalism 
and in education. Rammohun Roy's interest in journalism 
began some time in 1819, in which year the strict press 
restriction was removed, and culminated in the publication 
of the weekly Sambad Kaumudi, the first Bengali paper to 
be printed and managed by natives. 18 The Sambad Kaumucli. 
established in 1821, had as its purpose the discussion <1£ • "religious, moral and political matters, domestic o~cur-
rences, foreign a s well as local intelligence", for the benefit 
of tbe common people, while the Mirat-ul-Aklzb(Jr, a Persian 
paper founded by Rammohun Roy in 1822, was published 
for the benefit of the intellectual minority, and was devoted 
to free criticism of English policy. 1 u 

The year 1823 brought disaster to the Indian Press by • 
the passage of the Regulation Bill which prohibited un
censored news. In that same year the Calcutta Journal 
was suppressed for its comments on gov9rnmental officials • 

46. S.D. Collet, Raja Rammohu1t /loy, pp. 117, 118. 

47. Ibid., pp. 1.24, 125; G. S. Le~nard, History of the 
Brahma Samaj from its Rise to the Present Day, Calcutt;•, 
Newman and Company, 1879. (ii+17.9"pp.) Refer to pp. 36, 37. 

48. U. N, Ball, Rammohun Roy, pp! 17~-1~7. • 

49. Ibid., pp. 179-187. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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and policies, and its editors, J. S. Buckingham and Sandford 
Arnot, were deported to England. 5 0 According to law, 
twenty days, during which protests could be heard, were 
required to elapse before the Regulation Bill ~ould be 
declared legal. Rammohun Roy and fifteen other natives 
immediately drew up a protest and presented it to Sir 
Francis M:acnaghten, the sole Judge in the case. This 
failing, Ra.mmohun Roy presented a memorial-which Miss 
Collet fit t." ngly calls the "Aeropagitica of Indian history' '
to the Supreme Court. 5 1 But this, too, was of n9 avail, and 
as a last re sort, Rft. mmohun ~oy presented a memorial to 
the King in Council. All efforts were fruitless, and the 
deadening measure finally became effective in November, 
1824. The Mirat floo n ceased to be published, though the 
S ambad was continued. Rammohun Roy's decision to dis
continue the former rather than the latter of these papers 
was based not only on the fact that the 1-firat was more 
select, and hence more expensive, hut also on the considera
tion that it was more free in its opinions, and hence more 
dangerous to the government and more likely to draw upon 
itself official interference. 

Rammohun Roy's first venture in education centered 
about the Hindu College which he and David Hare bad 
ctnceived E1bout 1816. ('1 his institution when fully doveloped 
was formally named the 'Anglo-Indian College', though it 
continued to be popularly known as the 'Hindu College'.) 
But in order that it might receive the support of orthodo~ 
Hindus, R.ammohun Roy had been forced to sever his 
connection with it. 5 2 As early as 1816 or 1817, therefore, 
he founde d. an English school of his own at Suripara. 
-.rere boys were instructed free in the elementary subjects, 
and-later a class for advanced students was added. Finally 
a plot of ground was purchased at Simla, and the "Anglo
Hindu Schc·ol" came into its own premises in 1822. After 
that year the school was managed under the direction of 
the Unitari!Lll Committee, but financially it was still depen
dent on its founder. The institution was very successful, 

• but Rammc·hun Roy, remembering his former experience 
with the Hindu College, refused to place it under the 
direction of a committee. 

• 

Rammohun Roy's educational interests, like his religious 
ones, led him into controversy. In this connection his 
opponents were the Orienta lists who did not share his edu
cational views. Ramroohun Roy felt that education in the 
new India must niean more than tJ:le study of the old 
classics, and that the new order called for the learning of 

• 
• 50. Ibid., pp. 183, 184-. 

51. ~. D. Uollet, R aja Rammohun Roy, p. 97 . 
52. U.N. Ball, Rammohun Roy, pp. 152-156 . 

. . 
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l!.:nglish rather than Sanskrit. His most important writing 
for the cause of education was his letter on that subject 
addressed to Lord Amherst, Governor-General of India. 53 

As a res·ult of this letter, the government ultimately gave 
up its plan of founding Sanskrit schools and established the 
modern system of education in India. 54 Rammohun Roy 
had already advanced his educational views in the Brahmu
nical Magazine, 55 wherein he had hotly defended the 
Vedantic philosophy but at the same time had ridiculed 
Vedantic education as "imaginary learning". Likewise in 
his letter to Lord AmheliSt, Rammohun Roy assured his 
correspondent that "the Sanskrit system of education would 
be the best calculated to keep the country in darkness'', and 
that he would like to see established "a more liberal and 
enlightened system of instruction, embracing mathematics, 
natural philosophy, chemistry, anatomy, and other useful 
sciences." Rammohun Roy's seeming inconsistencies in this 
matter may be explained by the fact that he was primarily 
a practical man. He realized that Ve.lantic scholasticism 
had its pla.ce, but he knew that the times called for a more 
mQdern educational program. His idea of providin;5 for 
ouly discriminating instruction in the Vedanta was best 
npressed in his treatise entitled Different Modes of Wo1·slz~, 
which appeared January 18, 1825. This was published m 
Sanskrit under the pseudonym "8hivuprusad Surma", and 
thereafter translated into Engli~h with annotation by 
Rammohun Roy and signed "A Fl'iend of the Author". 
Rammohun Roy's agitation was probably an influential factor 
in inducing the Government, which was contemplating the 
construction of a colleJe building, to lay the foundatio~ 
stone in February 1824, not in the name of the "Sanskrit 
College", but in that of the "Hindu College", altht>ugh 
both were to be housed together. r, '; 

53. December 11, 1823. Quoted 111 entirety by U. N, Ball, 
Rammohun Roy, pp. 164-168. See also· J. C. Ghose, editor, 
English Works of Raja Rmnmohun Roy, Calcuttn, 1885-1887, 
2 vols., and other English collections. • 

• 

54. Rammohnn Roy's main objection to Sanskrit schools wa~ 
their abuse of the Vedantic material, which led to over attention on 
petty details, re!!ulting in polytheism, etc. However wise his • 
decision may have been, there are prominent Indians today who 
still believe that Rammohun Roy's turning of the tide toward 
English education bas delayed the develop~t1ent of native litemture 
and culture almost !\ hundr·ed years, for it is only recently that 
interest in Sanskrit and the ancient art~ has been revived by the 
quiet literary and culLural renaissat~ce that is sweeping through 
India. 

55. Fourth Number, November 15, 1823. 
56. S.D. Collet, Raja Rammohtm Roy, p. 105 . 
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Rammohun Hoy 's educational interests led to other 
publications, among them a Bengali Gmmmar in 1826. 
His " Anglicis t" tendencies as a whole only further ~llustrate 
the tremendous insight of the man, while his cosmopoli
tanism was influential in causing English ultimately to 
be declared the official language of India and English 
education to become the Indian ideal. 5 7 

In 1827, Rarnmohun Roy published A 'l'rm1slation (into 
English) of a Su 11skri t Tmct lnculcati11g the flivine Worship , 
esteemed by those w ho belt'et·e h~ the 1·eulation of the Veds as 
most app1·opriate to the n aht?·e of the Suprem e Being.58 A 
few months la tN he published The Ans zcer of a Hindu to 
the Quesi1'on " TVhy do you fr eq1wnt a Uni tarian place of 
Worsh£p in stead of the nurne1·ously attended Established 
Churches ?]) 59 This tract be signed "Chandra Shekar Deb." 
Many other works belong to this short period of revived 
literary activity, but the important fac t to note is that 
while Rammohun Roy was apparently becoming more 
intere ~ted in religion, h e was at the same time becoming 
less argumentative on the subject. It would seem that he 
felt tha t he had fina lly attained at least a partial fulfilment 
of his religious na ture in the Brahmo Samaj (1828). His 
e~ergy , which u :;> to this time had been largely expended in 
religious controversy, was now being diverted into political 
channels. 

By 1830, Rar.nmohun Roy had left India never to return. 
But before dep!l.rting he resumed his literary work which 
had been tempo;:arily interrupted by domestic troubles. 

Rammohun Roy, the man, is more fully expressed in the 
~rahmo Samaj than in any other sphere of his activities, 
for tt.e fo unding of this organization, in 1828, was symbolic 
of an idea whi,Jh had ta ken years to crystallize in his 
mind ; namely, that faith must be founded on reason. In 
1829, a piece of land was purchased and a building was 
erected to housE) the society. The trus t deed, which is said to 
have been the product of Rammohun Roy's versatile pen, 

•clea rly sets fo::th the ideas and principles underlying the 
institution.'j 0 An interestins fact was that the worshippers 
did not sever t heir various connections with the com-

57 . En gli sh became the offi cial language in 1835, as a result 
of ~Ia cnulay's spE:ech as rQCorded in the Parliamentary Minute~ of 
F ebruary 2. Thi s marKed the end of tJ.e Oriental-Anglici st 
COil tro versy. 

58. Calcuttn, 1827 ; 'flj,tLuoboclheney ' Sabhn, 1844. V£de 
A mal Hom e's Rammohun Roy, the Mall and his lVork, p. ·139. 

• 59. Cal cutta , 1828 . 

60, S. D . C.Jllet, RaJcr Rammolum Ro~, , pp. 151-154 . 
• 
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munities to which they belonged, and many of the members 
continued to perform Hindu rites in their homes. 61 The 
membeJeS of the organization, which Miss Collet speaks of 
as "the Theis tic Church of India," were held together by a 
common belief in monotheism. The Brahmo Samaj was a 
meeting place for kindred spirits who assembled regularly 
to discuss religious and theological matters, and to sing and 
pray. The society had its enemies, however, as well as its 
supporters. The opposition took the form of the ''Dharma 
Sabha'', an organ ization that sought to excommunicate the 
members of the Brahmo Sa~aj. Despite its wealth, however, 
the Dharma Sabha was a failure. 

In the y ear in which the Brahmo Samaj began to hold 
its services in the building newly erected, RammoJmn Roy 
left for Englan d. H is work in India was done. But there 
remained behin d him a new-born power which, in the 
course of years, was to wax and wane at intervals, but was 
always to draw unto itself some of the greatest minds 
of India. I; 2 

Although the Brahmo Samaj represented the most 
complete visible expression of Rammohun Roy, it, too, was 
to him, a compromise, a step towards the realiz'Ltion of an 
ideal. This fact is clearly suggested in a letter written tby 
Willian Ada m to Dr. Joseph Tuckerman, which reveals 
Rammohun Roy as a man always in search of an ideal and 
a man dominated by the intense desire to help his own 
people. In R am mohun Roy, as Adam's letter makes it 
evident, the per.3onal and the collective were always com
bined, even th ough the experience was a highly per.3onal 
one, such as religion : : 

Ramm ohu u Roy, I am persuaded, supports this l11sti'lution • 
[that is , the Brahmo Samaj] not because he believes in the di viue 

61. U.N. Ball, Rammohun Roy, pp. 246, 247. 
62. The two greatest leaders of the later Brahmo Samaj were 

probably Keshub Chunder Sen and Protap Ohunder Mozoom•lar: 
Under Seu, the organization split into conservative aud progressive 
sections : the progressive group was led by Sen. Latterly, after 
an other split on a question of church government, Sen'~ church • 
came to be called the 'NP.W Dispeusation'. Both Sen and 
MozoomJar came to the \Vestern world, the latter visiting America 
to a ttend the Congress of Religions held• oin conjunction with the 
World'" Fuir at Chic7tgo in 1899. Sen, on a visit to Englund in 
the 1870's, was lionized by the En~lish, and wus enthusiastically 
sponsored and courageously defen~d by Miss Sophia Dobson 
Collet. Illustrative of the high type of modem members of 
the Brrhmo Samnj are Rabindranath Tagore, poet and ({amananda 
Chatterjee, editor of the Modem Review. • 

• 

• 

• 
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authori ty of th e Ved, but solely as an in strument for overthrowing 
idolatry. To be candid, however, I must add that the conviction 
bas la tely gained ground in my tnind that he employs Unitarian 
Christianity in the sa me way, as an in strument for spreac~ing pure 
nncl just n tions of G od, without beli evin g in th e divine authority 
of the Gospel. 6 3 

It is clear from this quota tion that Rammohun R oy was 
primarily a co mpar a tive religionist, that the tenets of no 
one sect, not even one of his own creation, such a s the 
Brahmo Sama j-were broad enough to hold his undivided 
interes ts. E ven in 1833, at the t•me of his death, he was 
still in sea rch of an unrea lized idea l. 

For many yea rs R ammohun Roy ha d desired to go to 
E ngland, but various incidents had caused the long delay of 
ten or more years.'; 4 The time now seemed to have come, 
fo r the E mperor of Delhi, heari ng of Rammohun Roy's 
desire, appointed him his special a mbassador to handle 
certain business mattet·s for him in England. Rammohun 
Roy was given the title of Rt1.ja h , so tha t he would have 
the proper dignity for the mission . T he English authorities, 
however, refused to recognize this title or to allow him to 
go as a special ambassador. After much delay resulting 
frOfn this disagreement, R ammohun Roy finally went as a 
private citizen. Later, however, his position was evidently 
recognized in England, for he was g iven a seat among the 
ambassador~ at the c·or onation of the king.'',; 

Rammohun Roy's trip to England was of great historical 
significan ce to India, for he was the fir s t Indian of high 
ca..ste and culture to visit the Western w orld. " b Because 
of-thi s great departure from tradition, he was subject to 

• much•ridicule from the orthodox natives. Attempts against 
his life had been made during his last year in India, and 
a n tagonis m was stirred up again s t him by the Dharma 
Sabha. Despite this unpleasantness on the part of natives 
a s well as English authorities, Rammohun Roy began his 
voyage on November 15, 1830, taking with him two servants 
a'tld an adopted son of twelve. ti 7 Th-e conditions under 
which Ranunc hun Roy made the journey are best set forth 

• 63. January 22, 1829.-Quoted by U. N. Ball, Rmnmohun 
Roy, p. 241. 

64. Mr. Sutherlnnd s t.,'ltes that Rammohnn Roy had firs t 
th ought of th e trip abuut Hl23 ; Miss Collet sElLs the date as early 
as 1817. 

65. · Mary Carpenter, La~t Days in Engla11d of Raja Ram-
mohun Roy, p . 57. • · 

66 . S. D . Ccllet, Raja Rammohun Roy , p. 166. 
• 67. U, N. llall, Rammohun Roy, p. 260 . 

• 
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in the letter of introduction written by Mr. J. Young to 
Jere my Bent ham. 6 8 

Rammohun Roy landed in Liverpool on April 8, 1831. 
During ,ris stay in that city he was entertained by such 
men as William Roscoe, the author. 6 ~~ Another friend, 
James Sutherland, who sailed with Rammohun Roy to 
England, gives the best account of the journey and also a 
graphic description of the Liverpool days : 

Hi:~ [i. e., Roy's] arrival was no sooner known in Li\'erpoul 
than every man of any distinction in the place hastened to call 
upon him, and he got into ~nexlricable confusion with all his 
tJngngements making half a dozen sometim es for the same evenin g • 
• • . He was out morning, noon and ni ght . ..• On all occasions, 
whether at breakfast, Ot' dinner, a nu1nber of persons was assemhlecl 
to meet him; and he was constantly involved in ahimaled dis
cussion on politics or theology. 70 

All the incidents of this English visit cannot here be 
related. It is important to note, however, that though 
Rammohun Roy attracted the attention of people through 
curiosity, he made friendships based on esteem. His was a 
personality that was never misinterpreted, in spite of the 
dramatic impression that may have been created by his 
unusual appearance. • 

The first public place of worship that Rammohun Roy 
attended was a Unitarian chapel in Liverpool, but the 
Unitarians were somewhat disappointed to find that despite 
the fact that his best friends were members of their sect, he 
by no means confined himself to Unitarian church atten
dance.; 1 It is also interesting to note that the same 

• • 
• • 68. November 14, 1830. Q1toted in part by S. D. Collet, 

op. cit., p. 163. 
69. Henry Roscoe, The Life of Willia111 Roscoe by his Son, 

London, T. Caddell. Edinburgh, Blackwood, 1833, 2 vols. Boston, 
Odiome, Russell and Metcalf, 1833. 

70. J1t1J1es Sutherlanci, "Sketch of t.he Rajah Rammohun Ro:r, 
the Celebr.ated Iudian Bmhmi n.'' India Gazette, February 18, 
1834. 

71. Iu Liverpool he atl.euJed the church of the Reverend ,V. 
ScJresby, Anglican ; see The Reverend w. Scoresby's Memorial• 
of his son, London 1837. Roy also attendt<rl the services of 
William Jtty at Rowland's Hill Chapel ~ ~ee the Works of William 
Jay, edited by hPmself. Bath, 1842-1843; Londou, 1843. While 
in London, Roy attended the E~tablished Church so frequently 
that· members of this church claime~ 7 after his death, that he wa~ 
not a Uuitarian. See "Unitari1111 Assumptions,'' Christian 
Observer and Advocate, Vol. XXXVIII, pp. 66\1-679 (1834). 
Roy also attended Presbyterian, Quaker, and Jewish services. • 

• 

• 

• 
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officials of the East India Company, who had treated Ram
mohun Roy with scorn in India, now "eagerly sought his 
acquaintance''. The Company even gave a public banquet 
in his honor. 7 2 • 

Public honors were everywhere awaiting Rammohun 
Roy, but he did not forget that his mission in England was 
politica l and not Eocial. The charter of the East India 
Company was abou·; to be renewed ; Rammohun Roy hoped 
to secure certain helpful measures for his people. He was 
asked by the Select Committee to a ppear for questioning, 
but be declined, choosing instead . to present his evidence 
in successive "Communications''. These appeared officially 
in the State Blue Books and were a lso separately printed 
for public sale, uncer the title Exposition of the Practical 
Opercttion of the J-udi cial and R evenue Systems of I ndia, and 
of the General Cha·r.Jcter aud Condition of its Native Inhabi
tants . ; ~ This treat ise dealt mainly with the revenue and 
judicial systems of India, but also devoted some attention 
to proper ty rights. 

Rammohun Roy, after being presented to the king, was 
accepted as a member of the highes t socia l circles. Taking 
advantage of this hct, Sandford Arnot, who had become 
Ra~m1ohun Roy's secretary, urged him into an extravagant 
mode of living, telling him that this was demanded by his 
station. This brief interlude of expenditure soo n ceased, 
however, and Rammohun Roy went to live at the home of 
Mr. Hare. Recen t s tudy of the relationship between 
Rammoh un Roy and Sandford Arnot has made it increas-

. ingly evident that the latter deliberately "used" Rammohun 
R~ for his own benefit . When Rammohun Roy later 
bel.!ame financia lly embarrassed, because of the delayed 

• an·iva! or' funds from India, Arnot harassed him for money 
• and threatened to claim that he had written Rammohun 

Roy's books and ar ;icles for him. This he did imply after 
the death of Rammohun Roy in October, 1833; but Ram
mohun Roy was a r<lently defended by his friencls. 74 

• 72. !Uomi11g Chronicle No. 19, 302. (July 9, 1831) 
73. London, Sm ith, Elder a11d Compan y, 1832. 
74. Dr. Laut Carpen ter W<I S espec ially active in Jefence of 

. Rammohuu Roy, writing several articltJs in reply to Arnot's articles 
which appeared in th e A thenaeum No. 310, pp. 666-668 
(OctoLer 5, 1833); Asiatic Journal, Vol. XL, pp. 287-290 
(October, 1833) ; and ~hristian Reformer, Vol. V. 11. s. 9, 
pp. 36·39 (1838). Dr. Laut Carpenter wrotl various articles, 
some of which npp(!ared in _t,he Mo11thly Repository. In 1833, 
hi s biography of Runmohun -Roy wa s puuli shed jointly with his 
refutations ~f Amot's contentious, and entitled Review of the 
L~bours, Opinions cmd CharacteY. of Rajah Rammohun. Roy, 

4 
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A vivid description of Rammohun Roy's social life in 
London is given in the autobiography of the actress Fanny 
Kemble, 7 5 but an even clearer picture is to be had through 
the va!'ious letters written by Rammohun Roy himself to 
his various English friends. 7 ~; 

One of the interesting events of Rammohun Roy's stay 
in the Western world was a visit to France in the fall of 
1832. Here he stayed but a brief time, returning to England 
before January, 1833. A brother of David Hare, who seems 
to have gone with him, states that Rammohun Roy was 
entertained more than o~e by King Louis Philippe. 7 1 

The constant strain of social life, added to 
financial harassments and uncongenial climatic con
ditions, was beginning to tell upon Rammohun Roy. 
After many delays he was at last able to accept the 
invitation of Miss Kiddell, Miss Castle and Dr. Lant 
Carpenter to visit Bristol. Rammohun Roy had been ill 
at various times during his English sojourn ; now he felt 
that he must rest. His actual mission for the Emperor 
of Delhi had been successfully accomplished ; he had seen 
the suttee petition defeated, and the charter of the East 
India Company came up for final discussion in the summer 
of 1833. In September of that year, he went to Stapl¥ton 
Grove near Bristol, in poor health and financially worried. 

Very shortly after his arrival at Stapleton Grove, 
Rammohun Roy fell ill with a fever. He was attended 
at this time by his friend J. B. Estlin, whose diary gives 
the most pertinent information concerning the Rajah's 
last days. 7 ~ From it one learns that Rammohun Roy 
contracted a fever on Thursday, September 19, and tAat 
his illness became increasingly worse until the 2]th~ on • 

in a discourse on tlze occasion of his Death; and a Biographi
cal Memoir, to which is Subjoi11ed an E x amination of Some 
Derogatory Statements in the "Asiatic J onn~al", Bristol and 
London. (140 pp.) 

75. Fanny (i.e., Frances A nu e) Kemble, Record of a Girlhood, 
an Autobiography, Londou , Beccles, 1878.-2J. eel., Loudou, 
Beccles, 1879. 1\Trs. Le Brelon in her Memories of Seventy 
Years, Loudon, 18-(?), nlso gives accounts of Ramruohun Roy'.,e 
social ncti vi ties. 

76. Mary Carpeuler, Last Day!!' .in England of Rajah 
Rammohtm Ro'Y· S. D. Collet, Raja Rammohtttt Roy, 
pp. 203-207. 

77. S.D. Collet, Raj a Ram!ft~hun Roy, p. 200. See nlso 
Mary Carpenter, op. cit. 

78. Published by Mary Carpenter, op. cit. • 

• 
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which day he died. The nature of the ailment, though 
not known until after a post -mortem examination, seems 
to have been brain fever. 

A ccording to his expressed wish, Rammohun R~y was 
not bur ied in a Christian cemetery or with Christian 
services. His servants were made to witness the fact that 
all ceremonies were carried out in accordance with Hindu 
Brahmin caste requirements, and Miss Castle donated a 
plot of free-hold ground for his interment, which took place 
on 18th October. T {>n years later, the la nd having passed 
out of the possession of the CastleJamily, the remains were 
removed to the cemetery of Arno's Vale, where they now 
rest. A suitable monument was erected, but not until 
nearly forty years later was a worthy inscription added, 
paying homage to the work of this great man. 

Innumerable .38l'mons and poems were the direct result 
of R ammohun Roy's sudden demi se. Five of these sermons 
were published : One delivered by Dr. Lant Carpenter at 
Lewin's Mead Chapel, Bristol, on October 6, 1833; that 
of Dr. Rober t Aspland in the New Gravel Pit Meeting, 
Hackney, October 6, 1833 ; the sermon of John Scott 
Porter a t · the Meeting H ouse of the Firs t Presbyterian 
Congrega tion, Belfast, November 10 ; that by the Reverend 
Wil1iam Drummond at the Presbyterian Church of Strand 
Street, Dublin, October 27, and that by the Reverend 
W . J. Fox at Finsbury Chapel, ::3outh Place, London, 
October 14. i \) 

But matters did not end here. At varying intervals 
during the follow ing two or three years controversies arose 
ov~ the question of whether or not Rammohun Roy was 
a Christian, a nd if so, to which sect he belonged. At various 

• • times, articles and tracts appeared on the subject. 8 0 Argu
men t also arose over the contents of the various biographies 
that now began to appear, the most important being those of 
Sandfor d Arnot , Dr. Lant Carpenter, James Sutherland, and 
Montgomery Ro'Jert Martin. Arnot, in addition to his 
biogra phy, had also published an autobiographical sketch of 
Haromohun Roy, which appeared in the A thenceum. 8 1 This 
controversy over the authenticity of the various biographies 
is of n o great importance in the malter of Ramrnohun Roy's 
influence on American li terature and thought, but the 

79. lu my "Geueral .Bibliography" (PART IV) will be found 
more exact dates aLd places of publication of th e~ sermon s, etc. 

80. Details in my ''General Bibliography " . 

81. ~~Addressed to Mr. Gordon of Calcutta in a letter to thnt 
gentleman.'' • Atht:tueum . October 5, 1833. Also published in the 
Ge~tleman's Magazine , the Literary Gazette, etc, 
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subject of Rammohun Roy's religious affiliations is pertinent 
and must be briefly discussed here. 

The. Reverend William Jay and the Reverend Richard 
Warner stated that Rammohun Roy was a convert to Evan
gelical religion, while the Reverend John Foster declared 
that Rammohun Roy had made a virtual confession just 
before his death of his belief in the divine authority of 
Christ. 8 2 Mr. Estlin 's diary, on the other hand, records 
Rammohun Roy's "disbelief in the Divinity, but acceptance 
of the Divine Mission of Jesus". All this confusion is 
cleared away by a remarl• made by Rammohun Roy, before 
he left for England, to Babu Nanda Kisor Bose. Rammohun 
Roy seems to have realized that numerous sects would claim 
him after his death, that ''Mohammedans would call him a 
Mohammedan , that Hindus would call him a Vedantic 
Hindu, the Christians, a Unitarian Christian." But, addR 
Babu Nanda Kisor Bose, "he really belonged to no Rect. 
His religion was Universal Theism." 

As he believed f.hi s principle to be the quintef'8encc of every 
religion, he was able to npproach the aclvocntes of the most different 
creeds with n sy mpnthy and an emphasis on points of agreement 
which they could only interpret. as complete adhesion. R 3 

It is apparent that Rammohun Roy, after coming in 
contact with western Christianity in England and France, 
came to feel that it certainly did not produce the epitome of 
perfection in society. He even went so far as to say : 

If I were to settle with my fnmily in Emope, I would never 
introduce them to nny but religious persons, and amongst them only 
would I select my fr iends. 8 4 : 

He became increasingly dissatisfied with Eui·opean • 
society, and his attitude toward Unitarianism, too, • 
underwent a change. As Arnot says, Rammohun Roy 

evidently now began to suspect lhat t.he Unitarian form of 
Christianity was too mnch ,.ationalizecl [or sophisticated, perhaps, 
I may say] to be suitable to human nature. He remarked in the 
Unitarians a want of that fervour of r-eal and devotion found amorw 
other sects, and felt doubts whether a system appea1ing to reaso~ 
only was calculated to produce a permanent influence on 
mank ind. 8 5 • 

. 
82. l\lary Cnr,~jen ter, Last Days in" England of 

tnohun Roy. 
Rajah Ram-

83. S. D. Collet, Raja Ram1~;hun Roy, p. 220. 
84. Ibid., pp. 221, 222. • 
85. S. D. Collet, Raja Rammolwn Roy, p. 222. • 

• 
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How much faith may be placed in the statements of 
such a man as Sandford Arnot is questionable, but it seems 
certain that Rammohun Roy, although he at times leaned 
towards Christianity , remained with that religion merely 
long enough to become familiar with its ethical and moral 
s t~tndard £:, with purpose to introduce them into his own 
Hinduism. Rammohun Roy's whole religious life, as has 
been sta ted, was organized for the primary purpose of 
ridding the Hindu :religion of polytheism. 

Ramm ohun Roy's shift in his religious attitude is best 
s tated by Miss Collet . 

At th e cutse t h is Theism wa! intell ectually not far from the 
Deism of la s t centurJ· ; in the end it was relig iously not far from the 
~pirit of Chri stianity. In the earli er s ta ges of hi s emancipation, 
hi s fai th l'eeme<l to d iffer little from the fi ctitious "natural religion" 
of the e ighteenth cenLmy philosoph er ~ , SliV A for a s trong infusion 
of or ientnl pnssion. T oward s th e cloRe we see him tnming with 
weary cl i~gus t from th e fanciful abstractions of t.he speculative 
intellect to th e dynnmi c fa cts of humnn nature and human hi story. 
How much funh er he would have mov ed in th e direetion of 
positive relig ion if his life had been prolonged for any con siderable 
periorl , it is id le to conjecture. The th eolog ical trnn sit.ion which 
la sted all hi s life wns at hi s death left incomplete. \Ve may not 
lill€SS a t i ts compl•3ti on, It is enough for us to observe its 
d irection . 8 6 

These conclusion s a s to the inner movement of Ram
mohun Roy's mind suggest his plaee in history : 

H is own career of constant but incomplete tran sition con stituted 
him the leader a nd th e instrument of a kin d red transition among hi s 
fellow-countrymen . .. .. Rammohun Roy stands in hi story as the 
~ i vin g bridge over wh ich India marches from her unm easnred past to 
her1ncalculable futme. He was the arch whi ch spann ed the gulf 
that yawn ed .. . between superstition and science, between despoti sm 
and democra cy, bHween immobile custom and a con servative 
progress, between a bewildering polytheism and n pure, if vaguE\ 
Theism. H e was the mediator of hi s people, harmonizing in 
liis own person, c.ften by means of his own solitary suffering, the 
conflic ti ng ten denci es of immemorial tradition and of inevitable 
enlightenmen t .... H e \vas a genuine outgrowth of t.he old Hindu 
stock, in a soil watered by new influences, and in an atmosphere 
charged wi th unwonted forcing power, but s till !t trur. scion of the 
old s tock . The Raj ah was no merely occidenlalized Oriential, 110 

Hin du polished into the doubtful semblance of a European .... We 
shall fi ud that he J ,~ad s . ~he way ... towards a civilization which is 
11 either \Vestern, nor Eastern, but somethi•1g vastly larger and 
nobler than both. 8 ; 

• 
• 

86. Ibid., pp. 225-227 . 
• 
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INTRODUCTION TO PART II 

On the basis of the brief discussion of the life of Ram
mohun Roy, given in the preceding pages, there is here 
presented <L detailed Bibliogr:phy of works written by 
and about him. Section A of this Bibliography lists the works 
written by H.ammohun Roy: first, editions of separate works 
(in Bengali, Sanskrit, and English) published in India, and 
editions of collected works published in India ; second, 
editions published in England ; third, editions published in 
America ; fourth, in Germany ; and fifth, in Holland. 

Section B of this Bibliography lists periodicals contain
ing articles dealing with Rammohun Roy : first, English 
ptlriodicals published in India ; second, English periodicals 
published in England ; third, American periodicals; and 
fourth, French periodicals that circulated in the United 
States. 

In a subsequent ~ivision of this Essay, Part 'III, the 
\ccessibility of the American public to this material will be 

• con~idered , "·i th a view to arriving at . a conclusion as to 
Rammobun Roy 's possible influence on American thought 
in the first ha.lf of the nineteenth century. 

• 

• 

The immediately following List of Libraries consulted in 
the preparation of this Bibliography includes a system of 
symbols which are used throughout this study whenever the 
location of a work is indicated . 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 



LIST OF LIBRARIES CONSUL TED 

AND SYMBOLS USED FOR 'fHEIR NAME~ 

Syrnbol Libmry 

• 
Date of jouudi·n11 

CONNECTICUT 

CtY Yale University Library, New Haven 
CtY-CS Calliopean Society Library in Yale 
CtY-L Linonian Society Library in Yale 
CtY-8 Brothers Library in Yale 
CtY-M Moral Library in Ya le 
AOS American Oriental Society Library in Yale 
CtW Wesleyan University Library, Middle ton 
CYMI Young Men:s Insti tute, Hartford 

MeB 
MeS-A 

M AINE 

Bowdoin College L ibrary, Brunswick 
Atheneaun1 Society of Bowdoin College 

M ASSACHUSETTS 

1700 
17-? 

1766? 
1766? 

17-? 
1842 
1833 

1838? 

• 1802 

MBY Boston Young Men'; Society, Bo!':ton Before 1833 
MH Harvard College L ibrary, Cambridge 176~ 
MH-A Andover Theo logical Seminary Library, • 

Andov er (Now in Cambridge, Mass.) 1S'l8 ? 
MHi Massachuset ts Histol'ical Society, Boston 
MB Boston Public Li brary, Boston 
MWA Ame1·ican Antiqua rian Society Library, 

Worcester 1812 
MUS Unitarian Society Li brar y, Boston 
MMA Mercantile Libra ry Association, Boston 1820 
MS Massachu setts State Library (formerly the 

Library of th e General Court), Boston Before 1831 
MAT Atheneaum of Boston, Boston 1807 
MAS Atheneaum of Salem, Salem 1810 
MAA American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 

Boston • . 
MFi Franklin Typographical Society Library, 

Boston 1824 
MICC Irving Circulating Librar~ •Boston Before 1836 
ML L exington Social Library, Lexington Before 1831 
MSCC Suffolk Circu lat ing Library, Boston Berore 1822 
MBCC Boylston Circulating Library, Boston Before 1830 . 

-

• 

• 
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Symbol Library Date of founding 

MASSACHUS~>:TTs-(contd.) 
• 

MCRC Christian Register Office Library (General 
Theological Circulating Library) 

MBC Congregational Library, Boston 
MBS Boston Library Society, Boston 
MAC Amherst College Library, Amherst 
MN;; Boston Society of Natural History, Boston 
MSM Salem Mechanics Libl'arj, Salem 
M N Williams College Library, Williamstown 

MJB 
MJS 

NhD 
NhD-F 
NhD-S 
NhP • 

NAS 
NHS 
NN 
NNC 
IINU 

• 
NMT 

NS 
NT 

MARYLAND 

Baltimore Library Company, Baltimore 
:Libra ry of the State of Mary land, Baltimore 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Dartmouth College Library, Hanover 
F raternity Library in Dartmouth College 
SJcial Frie.nds Library in Dartmouth Colle-ge 
Portsmouth Atheneaum, Portsmouth 

NEW YORK 

New York State Library, Albany 
New York Historical Society, New York City 
New York Public Library, New York City 
Columbia University Library, New York City 
Union T heological Seminary Library, 

New York City 
General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen 

(Mercantile Library), New York City 
New York Society Library, New York City 
General Theological Seminary Library, 

New York City 

OHIO 

O;(T Theolog·ical Seminary of Kenyon College, 
• Ga:11bier 

1822? 
1853 

17947 
1820? 

1820 

1796 

1773? 

1818 
1804 

1757 

1836 

1785 
1754 

1820? 

OM Miami University Library, Oxford Befora 1833 

A 

AP 
.As 
At 

• f>ENNSYL V .ANI.A 

Ame rican Philoscwhical Society Library, 
Philadelphia • . 

A,pprentices Library, Plliladelphia 
Acade'my of Arts and Sciences, Philadelphia 
Atheneaum of Philadelphia, Philadelphia 

• 

1743 
1820 
1812 
1814 
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Symbol 

F 
Fi 
H 

L 
Ll 

M 

PA 
pp 
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Librm·y Date of founding 

PENNSYLVANIA-(contd.) 
• 

Friends' Library, Philadelphia 1755 
Franklin Institute, Philadelphia 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia 1824 
Librli.ry Company of Philadelphia, PhiladAlphia 1740 
Loganian Library in the Library Company of 

Philadelphia, P~iladelphia 1794 
Mercantile Library of Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia 1785 
Allegany College Library, Meadville 1820? 
University of Pennsylvania Library, 

Philadelphia Before 1800 

RHODE ISLAND 

RHCC James Hammond's Circulating Library, 

RPA 
RPB 
RPB-P 
RPB-U 

Newport Before 1823 
Providence Atheneaum, Providence 1837 
Brown U ni varsity Library, Providence 1800 ? 
Philermenian Society of Brown University 
United Brothers Society Library of Brown 

University 

• 

RRA Redwood Library and Atheneaum, Newport 1730 

• sec 
scs 
scu 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Charleston Circulating Library, 
Charleston Before 181~ 

Vu 

Charleston Library Society, Charleston 
Charleston Union Library 

VERMONT 

University of Vermont Library, Burlington 

VIRGINIA 

VU University of Virginia Library, Charlottesville 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

1748 
1820 

1800 

DLC Library of Congress, Washingt't>n, D. C. 1800 
DLC-S Library of the State Department, 

Washington, D. C. • 
OW Washington Library Corr.pany, Washington, D. C. 

-

• 

• 

• 
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A. THE WORKS OF RAMMOHUN ROY: 

A .BIB IOGRAPHY OF INDIAN, ENGLISH, A~IERICAN, 

G ~~RMAN, AND DUTCH EDITIONS 

1. INDIAN EDITIONS 

I. Separate Works published in India 

• 

A. In P ersian:* • 
1. Tuhfat-ul-Muwahhidin, with an introduction 

in Arabic. Murshidabad, 1804. 
2. Manazarat-ul-Adyan. Murshidabad (?), 18-? 

' [No copy of . this book has yet been traced, 
says U. N. Ball.] 

3. :IJirat-ul-Ukhbar. Calcutta, 1822-1823. [Weekly 
periodical. J 

B. In Bengali and San skrit :* 

• 

• • 
• 

1. Vedanta Grantha. Calcutta, 1815. 
Library : CtY, acquired 1859 . 

2. Vedanta Sara. Calcutta, 1816. 
3. ~alavakara Upanishad. Calcutta, 1816. 
4. Isopanishad. Calcutta, 1816. 
5. Kathopanishad. Calcutta, 1817. 
6. Moondukopanishad. Calcutta, 1817. 
7. Mandukya·Upanishad. Calcutta, 1817. 
8. Bhattacharyer Sahit Vichar, Calcutta, 1817 . 
9. Bahama-ran Bishaye Prabartak 0 Nibartaker 

Pratham Sambad. Calcutta, 1818 . 
10. Bahamaran, Dwitiya Sambad, Calcutta, 1818. 
11. 8ahamaran, Tritiya Pustak. Calcutta, 1829. 
12. · Gayatrir Artha . Calcutta, 1818. 
13. Gayatrya Paramopasana Vidhanam. Calcutta, 

1827. fSamkrit and Bengali.] 
14. Goswamir Sahit Vichar. Calcutta. 1818. 
15. 8ubra.hmanya Sastrir Sahit Vichar. Calcutta, 

1820. [Sani'krit, Hindi, and Bengali.l 
16. Kavitakarer Sahit Vichar. Calcutta, 1820 . 
17. Bambad Kaumudee, Calcutta, 1821. 

[Weekly periodical in Bengali.] 
18. Brahman ~badhee, Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Calcutta, 

1821. • 
19. Padre 0 Si~hya Sambad. Calcutta, 1821. 
20. Chari Prasner•T]tcar. Calcutta, 1822. 

• * 71tP. Pusi·m, Rmqrtli , awl Str.nskrit works are cited as listed biJ 
U. N , Ball, Rau .. mohun Roy, pp. i , ii. "- · 

• 
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21. 
22. 

• 23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
27. 
28. 
2~. 

30. 
31. 
32. 
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Pathya-Pradan. Calcutta, 1823 
Prarthana-Patra. Calcutta, 1823 . 
Brahmanishtha Grihasther Lakshan. Calcutta, 

1826. 
Kayasther Sahit Madyapan Bisbayak Vichar. 

Calcutta, 1826. 
Bajra-Soochee. Cc~.lcutta, 1827. [Sanskrit and 

Benb'ali .] 
B1·ahma S..tngeet. Calcutta, 1828. 
Brabmopasana. Ca cutta, 1828. 
Anushthan. •Chdcut1a, 182~. 
Gaudiya Vyakaran. Uakutta, School Book 

Socie r.y, 2 tldition!', 1833, 1836. 
K tlarnava Tantra. C11.kutta (t) [Sanskrit.] 
Kshudra Patree. Calcuttt~. (?). 
Atm11.natmt~. Vivtlk. Calcutta (t). [S..tnskrit and 

Bengali.] 

C. 1 n English : * 

(1815) 1. The Bengalee T1·anslation of the Vedant 
Lor rathe1·, an English version by Ram
mobuua Raya of his Bengali essay, founded 
upon select passages cited from .the 
Vedanta-Sutras of Badarayana], or Resolu
tion of all the Veds; the most celebrated 
and revered work of Brahmiuical Theology, 
with a preface by the translator. Calcutta, 
Ferris and Company, 1815. 

Libraries: 
CtY (Date 1815 cleurly shown.) : 
Hrit1sh Museum {Date represented as 1816 ?~ 

( l8 l6) 2. Translation of an Abridgement of the 
Vedant or the Resolution of all the Veds; 
the most celebrated and revered work of 
Brahminical Theology ; establishing the 
Unity of the Supreme Being, and that He 
A lone is the Object of Propitiation and 
Worship. Calcutta, 1816, 14 pp. 1818, 21 pp. 

Libraries: 
MHi (Acquired May 25. 1885.) 
MAT ('A-cquired before 1876.) 
MAT (Calcutta, 1816; acquired 1818.) 

3. Translation of tbe Cena [Kena] Upa
nishad, one of the • Chapters of the Sarna 
Veda ; according to the gbss of the cele
brated Shancancharya : establishing the 

• 
• List of En_qlish war/;.~ nfter .Amal Home, U. N . Ball,• 8. D. Collet, 

H C. Sm·kar, Catrtloguf of the British ,lfuseum, nnri the ?crifl'l''s 0141n 
res1arrh. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Unity and the Sole Omnipotence of the 
Supreme Being ; and that He Alorie is the 
Object of Wo1·ship. Calcutta, Philip Pereira, 
Hindoostanee Press, 1816, 1823. vii, 1 P pp. 

Libraries: 
MHi (Calcutta 1823 ed., acquired May 25, 1885.) 
MAT (Calcutta 1816 ed ., acquired before 1876.) 
MAT (Calcutta 1816 ed.) 
CtY (Calcutta 1816 ed.) 
British Museum (2 copies.) 

4. Transla tion of an Abridgement of the Vedant, 
likewise a TransJIIdtion of the Cena Upa 
nishad, and Notes (Anonymous). Calcutta , 
1816. India Office Library, London. 

5. Translation of the Ishopanishud, one of 
the Chapters of the Yajoor Ved ; according 
to the Commentary of the celebrated Shan
karacharya; establishing the Unity and 
Incomprehensibili ty of the Supreme Being; 
.!i.nd that His Worship alone can lead to 
.Et.ernal Beatitude. Calcutta, Philip 
:Pereira, H indoostan ee Pres:;, 1816. xx.ii, 8 pp. 

Vbra.nes: 
• MAT (nHlcutra 1816 ed.) 

hntish Mu~>eum (2 copies.) 

• • 
• 

(1817) 6. A Dofence of Hindoo Theism in Reply to 
the Attack of an Advocate for Idolatr·y at 
Marlr·as. Calcutta, 1817. 29 pp. Re
publ ished by the Tuttuobodheney Sobha, 

• 

1844. 15 pp . 
Librane~ : 

MH (Without. po~tsC'ript. TndiC'ated on title 
J.mge as ·l!ifr of dr P. aurhor.'' From Lhe 
librar· of Uharleo< E .. \o, ton. • 

MH (Wrth pt•st.•erqJt. Frolll Professor A. 
:"iorr.un 184:l. 

L (AC'qu md wrth a group of pamphlets from 
E g"md "ome time between 1831 aud 
1805.• 

MHi r Mqum--d May 25 1885. l 
MAT (Ualeut.ta 1844 ed. , acquired before 1876.) 
MAT (Catcutta 1317 ed,, 2 copies. ) 

7. 1\. Second Defence of the Monotheistical 
System of the Vedas in reply to An 
Apology .for the Present State of Hindoo 
Worshilf. Calcutta, 1817, 5~ pp . Republished 
by the Tuttuobodheney Sobha, 1844. 25 pp. 

Libraries : • 
MH (Calcutta 1817 ed. ; from Professor A. 

Norton , 1843.) 
MAT rCalcut.ta 1844 ed., 3 copies.) 
MHi (Calcutta 1844 ed., acquired May 25, 1885.) 
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(1818) 8, Translation of a Conference between an 
Advocate fo1·, and an Opponent of, the 
Practice of Burning Widows Alive, from 

• the original Bungla. Calcutta, ~ovember, 
1~. 1818. 

Library: . 
MAT (No author's name, city, or publisher 

appears.) 

( l819) 9. Translation of the Moonduk Opunishad 
of the Uthurvu-Ved, according to the gloss 
of the • celebrated Shunkuracharyn. 
Calcutta, D. Lankheet, Times Press, 1819. 
25 pp. 

Libraries: 
MAT (Cal~utta 1819 ed.) 
MHi (Calcutta 1819 ed., acquired May 25, 1885 

from G. Ticknor.) 

10. Translation of the Kut'h-Opunishud of the 
Ujoor-Ved, according to the gloss of the 
celebrated Sunkuracha ryu . . · Calcutta, 1819. 
40 pp. 

Libraries: 

(1820) 

MHi (Calcutta 1819 ed., acquired May 25, 1885 
from G. Ticknor.) • 

MAT (No date or city given.) 
British Museum. 

11. An Apology for the Pursuit of Final 
Beatitude, independently of Brahmunical 
Observances. Calcutta, 1820. Republished 
by the Tuttuobodheney Sobha, 1844. • • Libraries: 

MHi (Calcutta 1820 ed., acquired May 25, , 885 
from G Ticknor.) 

MAT (Calcutta 1844 ed.) 

12. A Second Conference between an Advocate 
for, and an Opponent of, the Practice. of 
Burning Widows Alive. Calcutta, Baptist 
Mission Press, February 26, 1820. 50 pp. 

Library: 
MAT (Calcutta 1820 ed.) 

13. The Precepts of Jesus, the Ouide to• 
Peace and Happiness ; extracted from the 
Books of the New Testament ascribed to 
ffl1e four evangelists: With translations into 
Sungscrit and Bengalee. Calcutta, Baptist 
Mission Pres~; Circular Road, 1820. iv, 
82 pp. 

Library: 
. MAT (Calcutta 182Q ed., 2 copies.) 

• 
• 

• 

• 

-

• 
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14. An Appeal to the Christian Public in 
Defence of the "Precepts of Jesus, " by A 
Friend of Truth. Calcutta, 1820. 20 pp. 

Libraries : • 
MHi (Calcutta 1820 ed , acquired May 25, 1885, 

from G. Ticknor.) 
MCRC (Advertised for sale in 0/wistian 

Re_qister, beginning .April 29, 1826. 
Calcutta 1820 ed. (?) Dispersed.) 

MAT (Calcutta 1820 ed., 2 copies) 

(1821) 15. The Brabmunical Magazine, ot· the Mis
sionary and the ~rahmun , being a vindica
tion of the Hindoo religion against the 
attacks of Christian Missionaries, I, II, III. 
Calcutta, 1821, 1823, 1827. Signed "Shivu
prusad Surma.'' 

Library: 
MCRC (Calcutta l iil'H ed, received about 

February 14, 1823. No. I, II, and lii. 
Dispersed.) 

16. Second Appeal to the Christian Public 
in . Defence of the "Precepts of Jesus." 
Calcutta, Baptist Mission Press, 1821. 
1'(3 pp. 

Librruies: 
MAT (Calcutta 1821 ed., 2 copieF.) 
MCRC (On hand by June 7, 1821.) 
MHi (Calcutta 1821 ed., acquired May 25, 1885, 

from G. Ticknor) 
British Museum (Calcutta 1821 ed.) 

(1822) 17. Brief Remarks regarding Modern En
c:roachments on the Ancient Rights of 
Females according to the Hindoo Law of 
lnheritance, with a preface by Rama 
Prasad Roy. Calcutta, Unitarian Press, 
: 822. <;Jalcutta, 1856. 

Libraries: 
MAT (Calcutta 1822 ed.) 
Bntish Museum (Calcutta 1822 ed.) 
British Museum (Calcutta 1856 ed.) 

· (1823) 18. The Brahmunical Magazine, or the 
Missionary and the Brahmun, No. IV. 
Oa lcu.,t'a, 1823, 1827. 

• 

6 

1!). Humble Suggestions \o his Countrymen 
' who beli!6ve in the One True God. Calcutta, 

1823. Sign•ed "Prusunnu Koomar Thakoor." 

Library: 
MCRC (Heceivcd before May 7, 1824.) 
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20. A Vindication of the Incarnation of the 
Deity as the Common Basis vf Hindooism 
and Christianity against the Schismatic 
Attacks of R. Tytler, Esq., M. D, by Ram 
Doss. Calcutta, S. Smith and Company, 
Hurkaru Pt·ess, 1823. 

21. Petitions against the Press Regulations. 
(a) Memorial to the Supreme Court. 
(b) Appeal to the King in Council. 

Calcutta, 1823 . 
• 

22. A Letter on English Education to His 
Excellency the Right Honourable Lord 
Amherst, Governor-General in Council. 
Calcutta, 1823. 

23. Final Appeal to the Christian Public in 
Defence of the "Precepts of Jesus." 
Calcutta, Dhunntollah, Unitarian Press, 
January 30, 1823. vii, 379 pp. 

Libraries: 
MH (Calcutta 1823 cd.) 
MAT (Calcutta 1823 ed.) 

• 
24. A Dialogue between a Missionary and 

Three Chinese Converts. Calcutta, 1823. 

(1824) 25. A Letter to the Reverend Henry Ware 
on the Prospects of Christianity in India. 
Calcutta, 1824, 2d ed., (1st Indian edition.) 

• • 
(1825) 26. Translation of a Sanscrit Tract on. Dif- • 

ferent Modes of Worship. Calcutta, 1825. 

(1826) 27. Bengalee Grammar in 
Language. Calcutta, 
Unitarian Press, 1826. 

Libraries: 
DLC 

the English 
Dhurmtollah, 

MH (Calcutta 1826 ed. From the Divinity 
School to Harvard College Library ; 

·presented to the Divinity i::lchool by 
Dr. Joseph Tuckerman.) 

British Mueeum (Calcutta 18'26 ed.) . 
(1827) 28. 4- Translation of a ~unskrit Tract, incnl~ 

eating the Divine Worship, esteemed by 
those who believe-in the revelation of the 
Veds as most appropriate to the nature of 
the Supreme Being. Calcutta, 182~ Tuttuo-. 
bodheney Sobhct, 1844. 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

WORKS OF RAMMOHUN ROY 43 

(1828) :Z9. Answer of a Hindoo to the Question, 
"Why do you frequent a Unitarian place of 
worship instead of the numerously attended 
established churches ?" Calcutta, 1828. 

Library: 
MCRC (Received by June 7, 1828. Dispersed.) 

30. Petition to the Government against 
Regulation III of 1828 for the Resump
tion of Lakheraj Lands. Calcutta, 1828. 

(1829) 31. The U niverjal Religion : Religious 
Instruction founded on Sacred Authorities. 
Calcutta, 1829. 

( 1830) 32. The Trust Deed of · the Brahmo Samaj. 
Calcutta, 1830. 

33. Abstract of the Argumeilts Regarding 
the Burning of Widows, considered as a 
Religious Rite. Calcutta, 1830. 

34. Essays on the Rights of Hindoos over 
Ancestral Property, according to the Law 
of Bengal. Calcutta, 1830. 

35. Letters on the Hindoo Law of Inheritance • 
Bengal Hurkaru, September to November, 
1830. Calcutta. 

36. Address to Lord William Bentinck, 
Governor-General of India, upon the passing 
of the Act for the Abolition of the Suttee. 
Calcutta, 1830 . 

(1831) 37. Counter-petition to the House of Com~ 
mons to the Memorial of the Advocates of 
Suttee. Ca leu tta, 1831. 

D. Appendix : Miscellaneous Works and Items of Un
certain Authenticity : 

• 

1. Unitarian Hymns (1815-31 ?), Calcutta. 
Hymns written in Bengali. One was 
translated by a Baptist missionar). Cln-is
tian R eform er, Vol. IV, p. 45 (182-?) . 

2. Strictures on the Present System of 
Hindu Monotheism. Calcutta, 1823-1828 (?). 
Signed •"Brojmohun Majumdar." [Accor
ding to· J ogendra Chundet" Ghose, Ennlish 
Wo1·ks of R ammohun R oy, Calcutta, Esban 
C. Bose, 1§85-1887, this tract is probably 
by Rammohun Roy, he at the time assum
ing the name of his associate Brojmohun 
Majumdar. [f the tract is not actually 



44 

• 

RAMMOHUN ROY AND AMERICA 

written by Rammohun Roy, it is at least 
so minutely inspired by him as to be 
almost his .] 

3. Present to the Believers in One God 
[Tuhfat-ul-M u wahhidin], translated for 
the first time from the Persian into English 
by Maulvi Obaidullah El Obaide. Appears 
in J. C. Ghose's edition of the English 
Wo1·ks of Rammohun Roy, Calcutta, Eshan 
C. Bose, 1906. 

4. A Revie\f of the Moonduck Oopanishad, 
translated into English by Rammohun Roy. 
To which is prefixed an Essay on Religion 
(by. Krishna Mohana Vandyopadhyaya.) 
Calcutta, 1833. 

Library: 
British Museum. 

5. Brief Remarks on the Rights of Hindoo 
Females, the Interest and Care which the 
Ancient Legislators took in their comfort, 
and the Laws introduced by the Moderns 
for their complete privation. [London, 
Ot·ietdal H erald, Vol. X, pp. 251-258 (182~).] 
2d ed., Calcutta, 1826. 

6. Various Lectures, Addresses, and Letters. 
The letters are written to Dr. Rees of 
London, Miss Kidde!J, Miss Castle, John 
Digby, James Silk Buckingham, Mrs. 
Woodford of Brighton, Willian Rathbone .of 
London, Mr. Woodford, Mr. J. B. Estl!n, 
the Reverend William Ware, Joseph Tucker- • 
man, and others. 

7. Yisupranita Hitopadesa. [Bengali transla
tion of "The Precepts of Jesus".] Calcutta, 
Rakhaldas Haldar, 1859. 

8. Preface to the Translation of the Ishopa
nishad. Calcutta, Tuttuobodheney Sobha, 
1844. 12 pp. 

Library: 
MAT • 

II. Collected Works published in I.ndia (including republi-
cations} : • . 

1. Bengalee Wori:s collected and published 
privately for . the first time by Baboo 
Annodapersaud Bonerjee. [Announcement 
in Calcutta Courier, January 6, 1S40, quoted 
by Brajendra Nath Banerji in his "Ne~s 

• 

• 
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about Rammohun Roy from Contemporary 
N ewspapen::," Indian Messenf!er, March 20, 
1932. [Reference : Th e Father of Moden1 
India Part II, p. 141.] • 

2. Selections from Several Books of the 
Vedanta, translated from the Original 
Sanskrit by Raja Rammohun Roy. Calcutta, 
1844. [Reference : The Father of Modm·n 
India Part II, p. 142.] 

3. The Tuttuobodheney Sobha (Maharshi 
Debendra Nath T-.gore, President) republish
ed most of the Works of Rammohun Roy in 
Bengali and English on the Upanishads 
and the Vedanta, during the years 1840-1844 
and 1872. [Reference : The Father of 
Modern India Part II, p. 142.] 

4. The Tuttuobodheney Patrika (Akshaya Kumar 
Datta, editor) republished most of the 
Rajah's Bengali Works, 1840-. [Reference : 
Amal Home.] 

5, Panchopanishad (a collection of five U pa
nisbads, viz., Katha, Vajasaneya [i.q. Isa], 
Talavakara [ i .q. Kena), Mundaka, and 
Mandukya). Sanskrit text with Bengali 
explanations based on Sankara's commen
tary. Calcutta, 1848. [Reference : The 
Father of Modern India Part II, p. 142.] 

6. Rajnarayan Bose and Ananda 
Vedantavagish, editors, The 
Work s of Rammohun Roy, in 
Calcutta, 1873-1880 . 

Chunder 
Complete 
Bengali. 

7. Jogendra Chunder Ghose, editor, The 
English Wo1·ks of Raja Rammohun Roy, 
with an introduction by the editor. Calcutta, 
Esban Chunder Bose, Oriental Press, 
Bhowanipore, 1885, 1st vol. ; Aruna Press, 
Bhowanipore, 1887, 2nd vol. London agents: 
Williams and N orgate. 

Library: 
British Museum (2 copies.) 

8. Jogendra Chunder Ghose, e-ditor, The 
English Works of Raja Rammohun Roy, 
includi'ng some additional letters and an 
English translation of th~ Raja's Tuhfat-ul
Muv;ahhidin, with an introduction by 
Ramana1i~ Chatterjee, Allah a bad, Panini 
Office, 1906. 2 Vols. 

Library: 
NNU 
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9. G. H. Natesan, Rammohun Roy, His Life, 
Writings, and Speeches, Madras, G. H. 
Natesan and Company, 1925 . 

Libraries : 
MH 
NN 
NNC 

10. H. C. Sarkar, The English Works of Raja 
Rammohun Roy, Calcutta, Brahmo Mission 
Press, 1928. Vol. I. Brahmo Classics, 
Centenary~dition. 

Libraries: 
MH 
NNC 

2. EDITIONS PUBLISHED IN ENGLAND 

(1816) 1. Translation of an Abridgement of the 
Vedant, or Resolution of all the Veds; the 
most celebrated and revered Work of 
Brahminical Theology ; egtablishing the 
Unity of the Supreme Being, and that He 
Alone is the Object of Propitiation attd 
Worship. London, 1816. 

2. Translation of the Kut'h Oopunishud of the 
Ujoor-Ved. London, 1816. 

3. Translation of the Ishopunishud, one of the 
Chapters of the Yajur Veda. London, 1816 . 

• 
(1817) 4. Translation of an Abridgement of tlfe 

Vedant, or R"esolution of all the V'eds ; 
likewise a Translation of the Cena Upa
nishad; with a preface by John Digby and 
a letter addressed to him by Rammobun 
Roy. London, J. and T. Hoitt and 
Company, 1817. 36 pp. 

(1818) 

(1819) 

5. A Second Defence of the Monotheistical 
System of the Veds ; in Reply to an 
Apology for the Present State of Hindoo 
Worship. London, 1817. 

6. Translation of a Conference between an 
Ad vocate for, and • .an Opponent of, the 
Pr~ctice of Burning Widows Alive ; from 
the original Bung!~. London 1818 . 

• 
7. Translation of the Moonduk-Oopunishad, 

one of the Chapters of the Uthurvu Ved. 
London, 1819. • 

• 

• 
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(1820) 8. An Apology for the Pursuit of Final 
Beatitude, independently of Brahminical 
Observances. London, 1820. 

• 
£t, A Second Conference between an Advo

cate for, and an Opponent of, the Practice 
of Burning Widows Alive. London, 1820. 

(1822) 10. Brief Remarks regarding Modern En
croachments on the Ancient Rights of 
Females, according to the Hindoo Law of 
Inheritance. Lo¥don 1822. 

(1823) 11. The Precepts of Jesus-the Guide to 
Peace and Happiness, extracted from the 
Books of the New Testament ascribed to 
the Four Evangelists, to which are added 
the First and Second Appeal to the Chris
tian Public, in reply to the Observations of 

.~ Dr. Marshman of Serampore, with a 
preface by Thomas Rees. London, 1823. 

12. Final Appeal to the Christian Public in 
Defence of the "Precepts of Jesus." London, 
Hunter, 1823. " .. .,., . 

(1824) 13. The Precepts of Jesus-the Guide to 
Peace and Happiness, extracted from the 
Books of the New Testament ascribed to the 
Four Evangelists, to which are added the 
First, Second, and Final Appeal to the 
Christian Public, in reply to the Obser
vations of Dr. Marshman of Serampore . 
Reprinted by the Unitarian Society and 
sold by R. Hunter, 1824. 2d ed., with a 
memoir compiled from the Monthly Reposi~ 
tor!J, the preface by Thomas Rees, etc., and 
a picture. London, John Mardon, 1834. 

Libraries: 
MH (London 1824 ed. From James Walker, 

ex-president of Harvard. class of 1814.) 
MH (London 1834 ed. From Charles Picker-

inp:. class of 1823.) 
MH (London JScH ed.) 
MHi (London 1834 ed.) 
CtY (Londou 1824 ed.) 

• 
14. Translation of the Cen~ Upanishad, one 

of the Chapters of the Sama Veda. London, 
1824. • 

• 
(L8Z5) 15. Answers to Queries by the Reverend H. 

Ware, of Cambridge, United States, printed 
in "Correspondence relative to the Pros-
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pects of Christianity, and the Means of 
promoting its Reception in India." London, 
C. Fox, 1825 . 

(1826) 16. Brief Remarks on the Rights of Hindoo 
Females, the Interest and Care which the 
Ancient Legislators took in their Comfort 
and the Laws Introduced by the Moderns 
for their Complete Privation. London, 
Oriental Hemld, Vol. X, pp. 251-258 (1826). 

(1827) 17. A Tranilation into English of a Sungskrit 
Tract, inculcating the Divine Worship ; 
esteemed by those who believe in the 
Revelation of the Veds as most appropriate 
to the Nature of the Supreme Being, 
London, 1827. · 

18. A defence of Hindoo Theism, in reply to 
the Attack of an Advocate for Idolatry at 
Madras. London, 1827. 

(1830) 19. Abstract of the Arguments regarding 
the Burning of Widows, considered as a 
Religious Rite. London, 1830. 

(1832) 20. Essay on the Right of Hindoos o"er 
Ancestral Property according to the Law 
of Bengal. With an Appendix containing 
Letters on the Hindoo Law of Inheritance. 
Calcutta, 1830. London, Smith, Elder, and 
Company, 1832, 2 editions. 70 pp. 

Libraries: 
MAT (London 1832, lst ed.) 
MS (London 1832, 2d ed.) 
Hrhish Museum (London 1832, 2d ed.) 

• 
• • 

21. Exposition of the Practical Operation of 
the Judicial and Revenue Systems of India, 
and of the General Character and Condition 
of its Native Inhabitants, as submitted in 
Evidence to the Authorities in England. 
With Notes and illustrations ; also a brief 
preliminary Sketch of that Country, eluci
dated by a map. London, Smith, Elder and. 
Company, 1832. 

Libraries: 
• MAT (London 183:t•ed., acquired just after 

publication.) 
L (London 1832 ed., acquired just after 

public~tion.) 
NNC (Loudon 1832 cd., acquired juot after 

publication.) 
Briti:;h :\Inseum (London 183~ cd., • ;tcquired 

ju~t after publication.) • 

• 

• 

• 
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This w:nk consists of : 

(a) Preliminary Remarks. 

(b) Questions and Answers on the Judi
cial System of India. [September 19, 
1831.] 

(c) Questions and Answers on the 
Revenue System of India. [August 19, 
1831.] 

(d) A Paper ~ the Revenue System of 
India. [August 19, 1831.] 

(e) Answers to Additional Queries res
pecting the Condition of India. 
lSeptember 28, 1831.] 

(f) Append ix to the Exposition of the 
Judicial and Revenue Systems of 
India. 

(g) Remarks on the Settlement in India 
by Europeans. [July 14, 1832.] 

(h) Extract from a Speech on the Settle
ment of Europeans in India. 

(1832 ) 22. Tnnslation of Several Principal Books, 
Passages, and Texts of the Veds, and of 
some Controversial Works in Brahminical 
Theology. London, Parbury, 1832. 2d ed., 
London, 1832 . 

• 

Libraries: 
Ct'( (London 18fl2, 2d ed.) 
MH (London 1832, 2d ed., acquired in 1842.) 
MAT lLondon 1832, 2d ed.) 

This eollection includes : 
(a) Translation of an Abridgement of the 

V edant, etc. 
(b) Translation of the Moonduk-Oopuni

shad of the Uthurvu-Ved, etc. 
(c) Translation of the Cena Upanishad, 

one of the Chapters of the Sama 
.Veda, etc. 

(d) "Translation of the.Ishopanishud, one 
of the Chapters of the Yajur Veda, 
et<! . • 

(e) Translation of the Kut'h-Opunishud, 
one of the Chapters of the Ujoor 
Ved, etc. 
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(f) A Translation into English of a 
Sungskrit Tract, inculcating the 
Divine Worship, etc . 

(g) A Defence of Hindoo Theism. 
(h) Second Defence of the Monotheistich-l 

System of the Veds, etc. 
(i) An Apology for the Pursuit of Final 

Beatitude, independently of Brahmi
nical Observances. 

(j) Tra~slation of a Conference between 
an Advocate for, and an Opponent of, 
the Practice of Burning Widows Alive. 

(k) A Second Conference between an 
Advocate for, and an Opponent of, 
the Practice of Burning Widows 
Alive. 

(1) Abstract of the Arguments regarding 
the Burning of Widows; considered 
as a Religious Rite. 

(m) Brief Remarks regarding Modern 
Encroachments on the Ancient Rigbts 
of Females, according to the Hind'oo 
Law of Inheritance. 

(1833) 23. Translation of the Creed maintained by 
the Ancient Brahmans, as founded on the 
Sacred Authorities. Calcutta. 2d ed., 
London, Nichols and Sons, 1833. 15 pp. 

• 
Library: • 

MAT • 

24. Autobiographical Sketch, addressed to 
Mr. Gordon of Calcutta. Atheneaum Maga
zine, October 5, 1833; Gentleman's Magazine, 
Literary Gazette, and others, 1833. Included 
in Lant Carpenter's Review, Bristol and 
London, 1833 ; in Mary Carpenter's Last 
Days .. . of Rajah Rammdhun Roy, London, 
Trubner, 1866 ; in S. D. Collet's Raja Ram
mohun Roy, London, 19v0 ; and in other • 
works. . . 

;,, AMERICAN EDITIONS . 
1. Correspondenc~ Relative to the Prospects 

of Christianity and the Mean s of ~romoting 
its Reception in India. Cambridge Univer
sity Press, Hilliard and Metcalf, 1824. • 

• 

• 

• 
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Libraries: 
MH 
MH-A 
MCRC 

(Cambridge 1824 ed., 3 copies.) 
(Cambridge 1824 ed.) 
!Boston, Christian Register Office (?), 
1824 ed. A<'quired before July 3~ 1824. 
fhe Christian Registe?' states that 
Boston is the place of publication. 
No copy of this edition, if it existed, 
baR been found. Probably there was 
no Boston Edition, but the fact that 
the Boston branch of Hilliard and the 
l\Ietcalf handled the book caused 
Ch1·istian Register to as~ume that it 
was publwhed in Boston.) 

51 

2. The Precepts of Jesus, the Guide to 
Peace and Happiness, extracted from the 
Books of the New Testament ascribed to the 
Four Evangelist~. to which are added the 
first, and second appeals to the Christian 
Public in Reply to the Observations of Dr. 
Marshman of Serampore. New York, 
B. Bates, 1825. 318 pp. Reprinted from 
London edition. With preface by Thomas 
Rees and profile picture of Rammohun 
Roy . 

Libraries: 

·1 .. 

MB (New York 1825 ed., 2 copies.) 
MAS (New York 1825 ed) 
NMT (New York 1825 ed.) 
MCRC (New York 1825 ed.. acquired before 

May 6, 1826. Dispersed.) 
MH 
MH-A 
CYMI 
MUS 

(New York lk25 ed.) 
(New York 1825 ed.) 
(New York 1825 ed., po~sibly the same 

copy once in the MCRC collection.) 

3. Appeal to tbe Christian Public in Defence 
of the "Precepts of Jesus." Boston (?), 
Christian Register Office (?), about April 
29, 1826. [ This tract was advertised for 
sale by the Chnstian Register office from 
April 29, 1826, to July 8, 1826. It may be 
a London edition, probably that of Hunter, 
1823, but in none of the six advertisements 
is it so indicated. No copy of an American 
edition of this work has so far been found. ] 

· 4 The .•Precepts of Jesus, the Guide to 
Peace and Happiness edracted from the 
Books of the New Testament ascribed to 
the Four ·~vangelists, to which are added 
the first and second and final appeals to 
the Christian Public in reply to the 
Observations of Dr. Marshman of Seram-

• 
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pore. Boston, Christtan Registm· Office, 
1828. 2 parts, 318 and 316 pp. 

Libraries: 
MCRC (Boston 1828 ed. In stock by March 

22, 1828.) 
MUS (Boston. 1828 ed. Pos~ihly the same 

copy oncP. in the MCRC collection.) 
MH·A !Boston, 1828 ed.) 
RPA 

5. Final Appeal to the Christian Public in 
Defence of the "Precepts of Jesus.'' Boston, 
S. Mannmg, Christian Reg£ste1· Office, 
1828. 316 pp. [ Found bound in most 
editions with the New York edition of 
"Precepts''. ] 

Libraries: 
M 8 (2 copies.) 
MAT 
MH 

6. A Vindication of the Incarnation of the 
Deity as a Common Basis of Hindooism 
and Christianity. Calcutta, 1823. Salem, 
Massachusetts, Salem Courie1·, 1828. Pub
lished in pamphlet form by the Salem 
Courier. • 

Library: 
MH (From Charles Pickering, M. D., Class 

of 1823.) 

7. Brief Extracts from Rammohun Roy's 
"Appeals.'' Philadelphia, Unitarian Asso· 
ciation Publication, 183- ? vi pp. • 
[ This is possibly an excerpt torn frortl 
some publication. ] • 

Library: 
MB (From Samuel A. Green.) 

Appendix: 

1. Address to the Members of Congress on 
the Abolition of Slavery. Washington, 
D. C. (?), 1830-1833 (?). [ This document 
on slavery is signed "Rammohun Roy," 
but the name is merely a pseudonym, as • 
seen from the lines : "In closing this 
address, allow me to assume [ italics mine ] 
the name of one of• the most enlightened 
and. benevolent of the human race now 
living, though n.ot a white man, Ram
mohun Roy."] • 

Libraries : • 
MB 
MWA (Acquired before 1836.) 

• 

• 

• 
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4. GERMAN EDITION 

1. Auflosung des Wedant, oderder Auflosung 
aller Weds des beruhmtesten • W erke 
Braminischer Gottesgelahrtheit worin die 
Einheit des Hochsten W esens dargethan 
wird, so wie auch dt~.ss Gottallein der 
Gegenstand der Verohnung und Verehrung 
seyn konne. Jena, 1817. 

Library: 
British :Museum . 

• 
5. DUTCH EDITION 

1. Vertaling van Verscheidene voername 
Boeken, Pladtsen en Teksten van de 
Vedaas. Naar het Engelsch, door P. P. 
Rooda van Eysinga. Kampen, 1840. 

Library: 
Britit:;h Museum. 

B. PERIODICALS CONTAINING MATERIAL 
CONCERNING RAMMOHUN ROY 

A BIBLIOGRAPHY 

I. English Periodicals Published In India 

: 1. Aryan Path. Bombay, founded January 1930. 
• 1. Blavatsky, H. P., "An Appreciation of 

Rammohun Roy," Vol. IV, pp. 588-89, 
No. 9 (September, 1933). 

2. Chatterjee, Ramananda, "India's Am
bassador to the West,'' Vol. IV, pp . 
589-597, No. 9 (September, 1933). 

:l. Christy, Arthur Edward, "Emerson's 
Oriental Reading, Vol. IV, pp. 597~601, 
No.9 (September, 1933) . 

Libraries: 
NNC (complete) 
DLC . (complete.) . 

2. Be11.gal Herald. Calcutta, founded •1829. 
Edited tw Rammohun Roy, Dwarkanath 

· Tagore,•and Neel Rutton Halder. Vol. 
• XXXII (?), 1820 . 

L1brary: 
MH 



54 RAMMOHUN ROY AND AMERICA 

3. Bengal Hurkaru. Calcutta. 
A Criticism of Sandford Arnot's Com~ 

• ments on Rammohun Roy. 1835 . 

4. Brahmo Public Opi~tion. Calcutta, founded March 1878. 
The Development of Piety in the Brahmo

Samaj, August 4, 1881. 

5. Calcutta Courier. 
Criticism of the Memoirs of Rammohun 

Roy (published in England). 1835. 

6. Calcutta Gazette a11d Oriental Advertiser. Calcutta, 
1784-1823. 

Notice of the founding of Rt~.mmohun 
Roy's early literary group. 1823. 

Libraries: 
NN 
BGS 
MH 

.. 

7. Calcutta Journal, or Political and Commercial Literary • 
Gazette. October-December, 1818. 

1. Comment on an American review of 
Rammohun Roy's pamphlets. Vol.• I, 
pp. 60-70 (?), 1818. 

2. Excerpt from an American paper. Vol. I, 
p. 132 (October, 1818). 

Library: 
NN 

8. Calcutta Magazine cmd Mo!Lthly Register. Ca.Icutl:!., 
1830-1832. • 

1. Regulation for the Abolition of Suttee. 
Vol. I. 

2. Hindoo Theism. [Concerns the founding 
of the Brahmo Samaj.] Vol. I. 

Library: 
NN 

9. Calcutta Review. Calcutta, May 1844-1912, n. s. 
1913-1920, 3rd series 1921-. 

1. Literary Fruits of Missionary Labours. • 
Vol. III, pp. 36-37 (1845.) 

2. Memoir of Rammehun Roy. [Biography 
· • and extracts from his writings. ] 

Vol. IV, pp. 355-393 (1845). 
3. Transition Sta.t;s of the Hindu Mind. 

Vol. III, pp. 102-147 (1845). [See pp. 
131-144 for reference to Rammohun 
Roy.] • 

• 
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4. Recent publications on the subject of 
Vedantism. Several tracts on Hindu 
theism, etc. Vol. IIT, p. xlvi (18\5). 

5. Vedantism: what is it 7 Vol. IV, pp. 
4:1-61 (1845). [A review of "Translation 
of several principal Books, passages, 
and texts of the Veds ... ,"by Rammohun 
Roy, London, 1832. Partly reprinted in 
Calcutta, 1845.] 

6. Results of Mi~ionary Labour in India. 
Vol. XVI, pp. 231-288 (October, 1851), 

7. Mitter, Kissory Chand, Rammohun Roy. 
Vol. XLVII (1866). [A review of 
Mary Carpenter's The Last Days in 
England of Rajah Rammohun Roy]. 

8. Colbrooke, H. T., Philosophy of the 
Hindus. Vol. III (1837). 

9. A review of Mary Carpenter's Last Days 
in England of Rajah Rammohun Roy. 
Vol. XLIV, pp. 219-234 . 

Libraries: 
NN (1-) 
MH <1-Acquired 1846.) 
NNC (1-n. s., [2-4] 8-.) 
CtY (Broken 1-19 on.) 
DLC (Broken.) 
MB (Broken 1-121, then part. Since 1844-) 
L (Complete.) 
M (1-24.) 

10. A review of the Reverend Lal Behal'l 
Day's An Antidote to Brahmoism, in 
four lectures, Calcutta, G. C. Hay and 
Company, 1867. 

11. "Miss Carpenter's Six Months in India.'' 
Vol. XLVII, No. 94, pp. 1-25 (1868). 

10. Christian Reformer. Calcutta, May 9, 1823-1824. 
William Adam, Editor . 

1. Queries for the Serious Consideration of 
Trinitarians. Vol. I, p. 87 (May 12, 1823) . . 

2. Queries for the Serioui Consideration of 
Trinitarians. Vol. III, p. 24 (1825) . 

• 
11. Delh.i G<Ezette. Delhf, founded 18-? 

• I. Mission of Rammohun Roy in England . 
December 7, 1834 . 

• 

. .. 
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12. East and West Magazine . Bombay November 1901-
1921. ' 

• 1. Mozoomdar, Protap Ohunder, "Professor 
Max Muller's Relation to India.'' 
Vol. I, pp. 92-96 (November, 190l). 

2. Sen, The Reverend Promotho Loll, "Keshub 
Ohunder Sen: a Study." Vol. I, pp. 
710·725 (May, 1902). 

3. Sen, The Reverend Promotho Loll, "Keshub 
Ohun~er Sen : a Study, II." Vol. II, 
pp. 806-826 (June, 1902). 

4. Mozoomdar, Protap 0., "Persistent Orien
talism." Vol. If, pp. 1043-i049 (August, 
1902). 

5. Mozoomdar, Protap 0, "Empire Building 
in India. " Vol. lii, pp. 19-30 (January, 
1903). 

6. Cobbe, Frances Power, "Keshub Chunder 
Sen (Letters to Miss Oobbe).'' Vol. III, 
pp. 1008-1022 (September, 190:3). 

7. Macnicol, The Reverend N., "Raja Ram
mohun Roy." Vol. III, pp. 1137-l.l47 
(November, 1904). 

8. M ozoomdar, Pro tap 0., "Maharshi 
Devendra N ath." Vol. III, pp. 684-689 
(July, 1904). 

9. Mozoomdar, Protap 0., "Reconstuction of 
the Brahmo Samaj." Vol. IV, pp. 387-a88 
(April, 1905). • 

10. Bose, Suresh Ohunder, "Protap Ob.under • 
Mozoomdar.'' Vol. V, pp. 582-594 (June, 
1906). 

11. Dey, Sham boo Ohunder, "Raja Ram Mohan 
Hoy in England." Vol. V, pp. 483-489 
(May, 1906). 

Libraries: 
DLC (Vols. 2-[16]-118-21.) 
NNC (Vols. 1-[10]-[13}.) 
NNU (Vols. 1-3.) 
NN (Vols 4-[l7j-21.) • 

13. Englishman. The. Calcutta. (Also called The India 
Gazette). ~ 

1. •Rammohun Roy's personal papers. 
February 1,)836. 

2. (In l11dia O>azettte) A criticism of the 
memoirs published on Ramt!Johun Roy, 
especially a criticism of the biograph_.v 
written by Dr. Lant Carpenter, 1835. 

• 
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14. Friend of India Magazine [Baptist]. Serampore. 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

Monthly : founded in 1818. 
Quarterly: founded in 1821. • 

Quarterly :-

1. "Observation on certain Ideas contained 
in the Introduction of 'The Precepts 
of Jesus and Guide to Peace and 
Happiness,' Calcutta, 1820.'' Vol. I, 
pp. 96-130 (1821~. 

2. Reply to "A Second Appeal to the Chris
tian Public in Defence of the Precepts 
of Jesus by Rammohun Roy," Vol. I, 
No. 4, pp. 501-628 (1821). 

3. "On the Criminality of Burning Widows 
Alive, with a Brief View of what 
has already been published on this 
Subject''. Vol. II, No. 6, pp. 254-284 
(1822). [Seep. 256 for reference to Ram
mohun Roy ; a review of his work on 
the suttee in Friend of Indio Monthly, 
December. 1818.] 

4. A Review of that part of Rammohun Roy's 
"Final Appeal to the Christian Public 
in Defence of 'The Precepts of Jesus''', 
which relates to Christ's Atonement. 
Vol. III, No.9, pp. 89-186 (1823) . 

5. A Review of Rammohun Roy's "Final 
Appeal to the Christian Public" as far 
as it impugns the Deity of Christ. 
Vol. III, No. 11, PP· 393-592 (1824). 

Monthly:-

1. Schmidt, Doecar [''A Christian Mission~ 
ary"], A review of the "Precepts of 
Jesus." Vol. III, No. 23 tFebruary, 1820). 

2. Marshman, The Reverend J., "Remarks'' 
[on the "Appeal to the Christian Public 
in Defence of the 'Precepts of Jesus' '']. 
Vol. ~II, No. 26 (May, 1820) . 

• 
15. India and the World, Calcutta,. founded 1932 . 

8 

• 
1. Lissberger, Alma L., "Rammohun Roy.'' 

• [A poem.] Vol. II, p. 312 (December, 
1933) . 

• 
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2. Morin. L., "Rammohun Roy and France." 
Vol. II, pp. 328-329 (December, 1933). 

3. Nag, Kalidas, "Rammohun Roy-a Study 
in Nationalism and Internationalism.'' 
Vol. II, pp. 329-331 (December, 1933). 

4. Southworth, Franklin, and Alice B., 
·'Rammohun Roy Centenary." Vol. II, 
pp. 309~310 (December, 1933). 

Library: 
Unitarian~ciety (1933, broken). 

16. I1~dia Gazette. 

1. Sutherland, James, "Sketch of the Raja -
Rammohun Roy, the Celebrated Indian 
Brahmin." February 18, 1834. 

17. Indian Messenger. [Official paper of the Sadharan 
Brahmo Samaj]. Calcutta. 

1. Seal, Dr. Sir Brajendranath, A Critical 
Study and Estimate of Rammohun Roy's 
Works. Vol. LI, pp. 609~610 (Dec•mber 
24, 1933.) 

2. Seal, Dr. Sir Brajendranath, A Critical 
Study and Estimate of Rammohun Roy's 
Works. Vol. LT, pp. 624-626 (December 
31, 1933). 

3. Centenary edition of the works of 1\ll,jah 
Rarnmohun Roy. Vol. LI,.pp. 61~ 
(December 31, 1933.) 

4. "Rammohun, a Traveller on India's Path.'' 
LI, pp. 619-621 (December 31, 1933). 
[Abridged translation of Rabindranath's 
presidential address at the Rammohun 
Roy Centenary, December 29, 1933.] 

4. Rammohun Centenary Celebrations [at 
Calcutta]. Vol. LI, pp. 621-624 (Decem· 
ber 31, 1933). • 

18. Indian Mirror [01·gan of. Brahmo Samaj Mission} • 
• Calcutta, founded 1861. 

1. Keshub Ch11nder Sen, "The BrahmQI 
Son;aj, Oi T_heism in India." July 1, 
186<>. [A discourse on !Jle life and 
labors of Rammohun Roy and Debendra 
Nath Tagore.) 

• 

• 
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2. Keshub Chunder Sen, ''Religious Emo~ 
tions." September 17, 1869. 

3. Keshub Chunder Sen, Defence al!Ji.inst 
certa in charges, especially against those 
of .:fadu Nath Chuckervutty. July 30, 
1869. 

4, "Progress of our Chur ch." July 9, 1869. 

5. Keshub Chunder Sen, "Martha and 
Ma ry." October 29, 1859 . 

• 
Libnu y: 

British Museum 

19. M odem Review. Allahabad, Calcutta, founded ] 907. 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Ramananda Chatterji, Editor. 

Tagore, Dwijendrana th, "Indian Theism ," 
Vol. XVIII, pp. 348-349 (1915). 

Paul, K. T., An address at the grave of 
R ammohun Roy. Vol. XXVII, pp. 202-
203 (1920). Reprinted from Young Men 
of India . 

Shahidullah, Moulavi Muhammad, "Raja 
Ram Mohun Roy and Islam." Vol. 
XXX, pp. 680-682 (1921). 

Bagchi, Dwijendra Narayan, "Raja Ram 
Mohun Roy and Non-cooperation.'' 
Vol. XXX, pp. 90-91 (1921). Editor's 
"Note," p. 92 . 

Sarkar, Benay K., 'Messages from France." 
(Modem Review, Vol. XXIX, June, 
1921) A review. Vol. XXX, p. 130 
(1921). 

6, Bryce, George P., Ar ticle from Young Men 
of Iudia. Vol. XXXIV, p. 712 (1923). 

7. Ohowdhuri , Dhirendran ath, Comment and 
Criticism on Raja Rammohun Roy 's 
paper on the Worship of Images . Vol. 
xx2av, p. 186 (1923). 

• 
8. "Ram Mohun Roy." Vol. XXXIV, p. 503 

(1923). • • 

• 9. Banerji , Bra jendranath, "Rammohun Roy's 
Mission to England, " Vol. XXXIX, 
pp. 391-397, 561-565 (1926). 
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10. Chowdhuri, N. C., A portrait of Ram
mohun Roy. Vol. XXXIX (June, 
1926) . 

11. "Rammohun Roy, the First Universal 
Man." Vol. XL, p. 458 (1926). 

12. Banerji, Brajendra Nath, Rammohun to 
Dr. Bowring; notes. Vol. XL, p. 764 
(1927). 

13. Ramnle)hun Roy, "The English in India 
should adopt Bengali as their language''. 
An unpublished humorous skit on the 
"possibility, practicablility, and ex~ 
pediency of substituting the Bengali '
language for the English language." 
[ Found by Brajendranath Banerji 
in England. ] Vol. XLIV, 1928. 

14. Andrews, C. F., "Raja Rammohun Roy." 
Vol XLIV, pp. 565-567 ( 1928). • 

15. Banerji, Brajendra, "Rammohun Roy on 
International Fellowship. [ Letta.s of 
communication between Roy and 
English and French educational authori
ties. Vol. XLIV, pp. 466-468 (1928). 

16. Chowdhuri Dhirendranath, "Rammohun 
Roy, the Devotee." Vol. XLIV, pp. 
444-446 (1928). .. 

17. Banerji, Brajendranath, "An• Early-
Chapter of the Press in Bengal." Vol. 
XLIV, pp. 553-560 (1928). 

18. Das Gupta, Jyotirmoy, "Raja Ram
mohun Roy at Rangpur.'' [ Corres
pondence] Vol. XLIV, pp. 274-278 
(1928). 

19. "At the Raja Rammohun Roy's Tomb.'' 
Vol. XLIV, p. 721. From the Inquirer~ 

20. Tagore, Rabindr!!nath, "Rammohun Roy/' 
Vol. XLIV, pp. 337-339 (1928) . • 

21. "Rammohun•Roy at Rangpur ." [ Notes ] 
Vol. XLlV, p. 353 (1928). 

22. '•Rammohun Roy and his Persian Pap1n.', 
(Notes] Vol. XLIV, pp. 487-488 (1928) . 

• 
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23. "Rammohun Roy's Last Illness." [ A 
letter from Professor H. H. Wilson to 
Dawan R. Sen, Dated December 21, 
1833, giving information concerning 
the Roy.Arnot controversy. ] Vol. 
XLIV, p. 368 (1228). 

24. Ganguly, N. C., 
Brahmo Samaj." 
ber, 1928). 

"Foundation of the 
Vol. XLIV (Septem-

25. Ganguly, N~ C. "Rammohun Roy's 
Politics." [Extracts from the author's 
forthcoming biography of Rammohun 
Roy to appear in the "Builders of 
India Series.''] Vol. XLIV, pp. 494-
498 (1928). 

26. Banerji, Brajendra Nath, "Rammohun 
Roy and an English Official." Letter 
to Lord Minto and G. Dowdeswell. 
Vol. XLV, pp. 682~685 (1929). 

27. "Rommohun Roy on the value of Modern 
Know ledge." [ Notes, December 11, 
1823, Memorial to Lord Amherst, and 
other letters. ] Vol. XLV, pp. 18-21 
(1929). 

28. Banerji, Bra.jendra N ath, "Rammohun 

29. 

30. 

31. 

Roy's Political Mission to England. 
[ Based on letters and unpublished 
state records. ] Vol. XLV, pp. 18-21, 
160-165 ( 1929). 

Banerji, Brajendra, "Rammohun Roy on 
Religious Freedom and Social 
Equality.' ' Vol. XLVI (July, 1929). 

Banerji, Brajendra, "The Last Days of 
Raja Rammohun Roy.'' Vol. XLVI 
(October, 1929\ 

Bane1·ji, Brajendra Nath, "Rammohun 
Roy's Engagement with the Emperor 

.of Delhi." Vol. XLVII, pp. 53-55 
·(1930) . • 

32. Baneiji, Brajendra Nath, "Rammohun 
Roy. as an Educational Pioneer." 
Vol. XLVIII, p. 664 (1930). Taken 
from the article by Banerji in the 
Journal . of the Bihar and 01·issa 
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• 33. 

Research Society, Vol. XVI, pp. 
154-156. 

Banerji, Brajendm, 
as a Journalist." 
408-410, 507, 515 
1931). 

"Rammohun Roy 
Vol. XLIX, pp. 
(April and May, 

34. Banerji, Bmjendra, "Rammohun Roy 
as a Journalist (Supplement)." Vol. L, 
pp. 138-139 (August, 1931) . 

• 
35. Banerji, Brajendra N atb, "Rammohun 

Roy on the Disabilities of Hindu and 
Mohammedan Jurors." Vol. LT, pp. 
619-621 (June, 1932). 

36. Banerji, Brajendra N ath, "English 
Impressions of Rammohun Roy before 
his visit to England." Vol. LI, (March, 
193Z). 

37. Vedantavagis, Dhirendranath, "Ram-
mohun Roy, the Founder of a New 
Spiritual Order." Vol. LII. pp. 404· 
406 (1932). • 

38. Tagore, Rabindranath, "Rammohun 
Roy." Presidential Address before 
the Rammohun Roy Centenary In
augural Meeting, Senate House, 
Calcutta, February 18, 1933. Vol. LIII, 
pp. 319-321 ( 1933). .. 

39. D-as, - Taraknath, "Rammohun ltoy 
Centenary Memorial." Vol. LIII, pp. 
57-58 (1933). 

40. Rammohun Roy Centenary Notes. Vol. 
LIV, p. 113 (1933). From Christiatt 
Register, 1933. 

41. Andrews, C. F. "Rammohun Roy.'' Vol. 
Lrv; p__p. 514-515 ( 1933). 

42. "Rammohun Roy and the Brahmo 
Samaj.'' Vol. LIV, pp. 114 (1933) . 
. From Zacharias': Renascent India, 
l..ondon, 193iL 

Libraries : • 
CTY (Vols.ll-12, 14-22, 24.) 
DLC (Vols. 1-4, 35.) 
NNC <Vols. 16-28.) 
MH (Vol. 10-) 

-

• 

• 



• 
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20. Sounder's Monthly M agazine j o1· All India, 
Delhi.(?) 

1. Storrow, The Reverend E ., A Treatise 
on the Doctrine of Trinity for Intel
ligent Hindus and Mohamedans. 
Published in Calcutta, C. Hay and 
Company, 1852. 

2. Mullens, Joseph, ''Vedantism, Brahmism 
and Christianity, examined and com
pared." [• A review ] 

Library : 
British Museum (1 854, Vol. 3. No. 4.) 

21. Unitarian R epository and Cln·istian Miscellany, 
Calcutta 1823-1824, October-December, edited 
by Wi lliam Adam [ See June 4, 1824 issue 
of Chris tian R egister . ] 

Editor of Tttdia Gazette, "Rammohun 
Roy.' ' No. 10, July, 1824. 

22. U nity and the M inistPr [Official organ of the Brabmo 
Samaj of India]. Calcutta, 1890 (?)- 1909. 
[ Deals with local material and especially 
with Keshub Chunder Sen. See particularly 
Nos. 5-48.] 

1. "Our Mini s ter .' ' [ Discussion of Keshub 
Chunder Sen] No 32 (1899); Nos. 34, 

• 36, 41, 42, 46 (1903) ; NOS. 7, 10, 11, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 31, 34, 37, 39 
(1904) ; etc. ' 

2. A review of ''New Dispensation or the 
Religion of Harmony,'' published by 
the Brahmo Tract Society, 1903. No. 34, 
p. 11 ( 1903). 

3. Explana tion of " Bhadrotsava," or whole 
day devotion peculiar to the Brahmo 
Samaj. No. 34 ( 1903). 

4. c:bbe, Frances, '·Keshub Chunder Sen." 
[ Letters] No. 3~ ( 1903). Also in 
th~ East and W est Magazine, Vol. III. 
pp. 1008-1022 (1903). 

~ . "A Voice of Keshub-from his Mother's 
Lap in Heaven.'' No. 41 ( 1903). 





• 

• 
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II. EngliBh Periodicals Published in Great Britain 

• 

•· 

1. Annual R egiste?' or R eview of Hibf07'Y and Politirs. 
LondO"JJ, 1785-1862 .. n. s. 1~65-1923. 

. . 
1. "Death of Rammohnn Roy at Clifton." 

[Refers to the Litera?'y Gazette bio
graphy by Dr. L. Carpenter.] Vol. 
LXXV, pp. 247-248 (October, 1833). 

Libraries : · 
Complete in mo~ of the main · libraries of the 
East, for example. DLC, CtY MB, MH , NN, NNC, 
A, L ( 1758-1 834), MAT(l758-), etc. 

2. Asiot·ic Jot~rn.a l · and Mont.hly R eview. London, 
1816~1845 . 

• 

• 

• 

9 

1. Roy, Rammohun, Bengali T1·anslation of 
the Mandookya Oopunishad of the 
Uthurvu Ved . Vol. VI, No. 33, p. 177 
(August, 1818). 

2. 

;t 

4. 

Roy, Rammohun, Translation of the Cena 
Upanishad, one of the Chapters of the 
Sama Veda. Vol. VI, pp. 141-145 
(August, 1818). 

Roy, Rammohun, A review of a Bengali 
trac-t on the subject of suttee. Vol. 
VIII, p. 69 (July, 1819). 

Notice of the publication of the works of 
Rammohun Roy, "All or any of which 
may be obtained at the Baptist Mission 
Press" : 
(a) ·Translations of the Vedas. 
(b) Three chapters of the different 

Vedas; 
(c) Two Defences of the Monotheist i

ca l system. 
(d) Two Conferences between an Ad

vocate and an Opponent of the 
Practice of Burning Widows 
Alive. . 

(el A Selection of the moral discourses 
of our Lord cal led ''The Pre
cepts of Jesus, the Guide to 

• peace and happiness." 

These titles, none of. which are exactly 
· correct, an'l stated to ba ve been quoted 
from the Madras Governmeut Gazette, 
~dras, Aprill6, 18~0 .. Yol. X, pp. 485-
486 (N ov~mber, 1820). 
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5. Roy, Ram mohun, Morality of the Hindoos. 
lExtracts from Rammohun Roy's tran~ 
siation of the Ishopanishad and the 
Yajur Veda.] Vol. XV, pp. 575 576 
(June, 1823). 

6. Rammohun Roy, "Rights of Hindoo 
Females.'' Vol. XVI, pp. 446-451 
(Novembel', 1823). Reprinted from the 
Unitarian Press, Calcutta . 

• 7. Rammohun Roy, "The Indian Press.'' 
[From the Parliamentary minutes deal
ing with the debate of the press 
problem.] Vol. XVIII, p. 285 (Septem~ 
ber, 1824). 

8. Rammohun Roy, The Memorial presented 
to Justice MacNaghten by Rammohun 
Roy and five other Hindus. Vol. XVIII, 
p. 298 (September, 1824). 

9. Account of an examination given in 
Rammohun Roy's Anglo-Indian sc~ool. 
Vol. XXVI. p. 73 (July, 1828). 

10. Rammohun Roy, ''Symbol of the Trinity." 
Vol. XXVIII, pp. 71-72 (July, 1828). 

11. Comment on Rammohun Roy's proposed 
trip to England. Vol. XXVIII, p .. 758 

(December, 1829). • 
• • 

12. Tho suit against Rammohun Roy as 
editor of the Bengal Hm·ald for libel, 
February and March, 1830. Vol. XXIX, 
pp. 106, 123-126 (1830). 

13. A review of Rammohun Roy's "Rights 
of Hindoos ovet· Ancestral Property, 
according to the Laws of Bengal." Vol. 
XXXII, p. 75 (February, 1831). 

• 
14. Article ou Rammohun Roy's visit to 

Europe. Vol, ~XXIII, pp. 12-13 (May, 
• 1831). 

15. "Entertainment of Rammohun Roy.'• Vol. 
XXXIII,@. 236-237 (August, 1831). 

16. "The Brahmo Somaj." Vol. X.XXV, p. n 
( 1832). 

17. "Modern Hindoo. Sects."' Vol. XXXV~ 
p.174 {JanUal'y, 1832). 

-



• 
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18. Rammohun Roy, "The Revenue System 
of India.' ' [A communication between 
Rammohun Roy and the Board of 

.Control.] Vol. XXXV, pp. '220-234 
(February, 1832). 

19. Rammohun Roy, "The Judicial System of 
India.'' [A communication between 
Rammohun Roy and the Board of 
Cont•·ol.] Vol. XXXVI. pp. 136-143, 
227-230, 309-317 (May, June, and July, 
1832). • 

20. "Rammohun Roy and the King of Delhi.' ' 
Vol. XXXVI, p. 129 (1832). 

21. Abuse of Rammohun Roy by the Bwgal 
Hurkaru, regarding his papers on the 
Judicial and Revenue systems. Vol. 
XXXVIII, p. 10 (September, 1832). 

2~: . "Rammohun Roy at an Asiatic Society 
meeting." Vol. XXXIX, p. 224 (May, 
1833). 

23. Carpenter, Dr. Lant, "A Biographical 
Account of Rammohun Roy.'' Vol. 
XL, pp. 195-213 (September, 1833). 

24:. A mot, Sandford, " Rammohun Roy." [A 
review of Dr. Carpenter's article and 
a reply to Carpenter's critit.ism of 
Arnot's article on Roy.] Vol. XL, 
pp. 287-290 (Octobe•·, 1833) . 

2~1 . "The Mission of Rammohun Roy to 
England.'' Vol. XLII, p. 90 (June, 
1834\ 

21i . "The Cerebral Character of Rammohun 
Roy." Vol. XLII, pp. 154-156 (May, 
1834). Reprinted from the Phreno-
logt"cal J oumal. -

2~1 • "The Late Rammohun Roy." Vol, XLIV, 
p. 24 (January, 1835) . 

2H. "Testimonial to Rammohun Roy." Vol. 
XLtV, p. 14 (January, 1835) . 

• 
29. "Testimonial to Rammohun Roy." [Con-

tains a notice of the disposal of Ram 
mohun ltoy's personal effects.] Vol. 
XLVIII, p. 170 (July, 1836) . 

30. "Son of Rammohun Roy." Vol. XLIX, 
p. 2~2 (December, 1836). 
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31. "The lting of Delhi and Rammohun Roy.'' 
VoL XLIX, p: 226 (December, 1836). 

32: Notice of the publication of the complete 
works of Rammohun Roy in Bengali, 
by Annadapersad Banerjee. Vol. XLIX, 
p. 347 (Apl"il, 1840). 

33. Note on Rammohun Roy's adopted son, 
Vol. LXI, p. 10 (September, 1840). 

L ibraries: 
. MB (COI•plet.e) 

MH (Vol. 1-s. 3) 
NN , (Vol. 1- s. rl) 
NNC (Vol. 1-s 3 Vol. 2) 

· CtY <Vol. 1-s. 3 Vol. 2) 
DLC (Broken) 
MAT (1820-1 825, !\Cquired between '1807-1827) 
NT (1824-1826) ' 

3 . . A theueaum Magazi11e, The. London, 1828-1921 ; 
Boston , 1832-. 

1. A review of Rammohun Roy's "Essay · on 
the Rights of Hindoos over Ancestral 
Property,'' London, Smith, Elder and 
Company, 1832. No. 225, p. l.J.l 
(February 18, 1832). 

2. "The RQ.jah Rammohun Roy on the 
Jud icial and Revenue Systems of 
British India'' (London, Smith, Elde1·, 
and Company, 1832). [A short favor
able comment.] No. 234, pp. 254-255 

. 3. 

(April 21, 1832). • 
' " . Mention of Rammohun Roy s Transla-

tion of Several Principal Books, 
Passages, and Texts of the Veds, etc." 
(2d ed, London, Parbury, Allen and 
Company, 1832). [Short favorable 

. comment.] No. 25·o, · p. 518 (August 11, 
1832) . 

4. Arnot, . Sandford , "Biography of Ram
mohun Roy." [Includes Roy's auto
biographical letti.H.] No. 310, p. 666-668 
(October 5; 1833). 

- . 
5. A. review of Rami11~hun Roy's "Precepts 

Libi:aries : 

of Jesus.' ' [Unfavorable comment •n 
the .controvMsy. ] No. 384, p. 184 
(March 7, 183'5). 

CtY (1 828) 
Complete at MH, MB, NN, NNC , CtY, L, M, Fi, 

· and·otbers. • 

-

• 

• 
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.: . ,. ... 
....... ..~ 

4. Blackwood's Ed£11burgldlf.agazine. Edinburgh, New 
York, etc., 1817-. 

l. "Observations on the English Writi41gs of 
the Brahmin Hammohun Roy. [Quota
tions] Vol. IV, pp. 141-148 (November, 

1818). 
Libraries: ' 

Complete in all main libraries. . " ... 
5. Bristol Gazette, Bristol, England, 18-? 

' -,..' 

1. Carpenter, Dr. L~nt, "Biography of Ram-
. mohun Roy.'' October z·, 1833. · 

·z: Poem on the interment of Rammohun 
Roy. October 2, 1833. 

Libraries: 
Unable to locate. 

6. Btistol Mercury. Bristol, England, 1806-1901. 

] . Carpenter, Dr. Lant, "Biography of Ram
mohun Roy.'' October, 1833. Reprinted 
from the B1·istol Gazette, with "such 

• additions as the object renders desir
able.'' 

.. 

• 

• Li br}lrieA : 
· Unable to locate. 

7. British Critic, Quarterly and Theological Review and 
Eccl~siastical Record. Lond.on, 1793-1813, 1814-
1843 .. 

• 
1. Review of the Reverend R. Heber's Narra

Libraries: 

tive of a Joumey ... through l11dia. Vol. 
IV, pp. 200~228 (July, 1828). 

. CtY (Vols. 1-2, 4) 
DLC, NN. L (Complete) 
NNC CBrok{'n) 
NNU (Rroken) 
MB (Vols. 1-18, n.s. 9, s. 4, vols. 30-34) 

8. British Quarterly Review. London; 1845-1886, Boston. 

• 

• 

1. Review of (a) Mary Carpenter's The Last 
Days in England of Rajah Rammolzun 
Roy, London, Longmans, Green and 
Cor~pany, 1868 ; (b) Mary Carpenter's 
Six 1lfonths in India, • London, Long
ma·ns, Green and Company, 1868; (c) 
The lnd~m .Mirror, a weekly journal, 
Calcutta 1869. Vol. XLIX, pp. 510-542 
(1869) . 

2. Collet, S. D., Letter in defence of K. C. 
Sen.•Vol. XLIX (July, 1869). 
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3. Collet, S. D., Brahmo Somaj, or the 
Theistic Church of India. Vol. XLIX 
(April, 1869). 

Libraries: 
MAT (1845-1873) 
CtY (Complete) 
NN (Complete) 
MB (Complete) 
MH (Complete) 
NNU (1(13-14/. 83) 
DLC (Complete) 
L (1845-) 

• 
9. Christian Inquirer. London, 1860 (?)-1890 (?) 

1. Collet, S. D., A plea for assistance in the 
gathering of her material on Ram
mohun Roy. November 4, 1882. 

2. Death of Keshub Chunder Sen. Front 
Page. January 12, 1884. 

Library: 
NUS 

10. Christian Observer and Advocate. London, 1802· 
1877. • 

1. Roy, Rammohun, A letter to the editor. 
Vol, XXXIV, pp. 669-670 ( i834). 

2. "Unitarian Assumptions." Vol. XXXVIII, 
pp. 669-670 (November-December, 1834). 

Libraries: 
MS (Complete) 
NNU (Vols. 1-31) 
DLC (Broken) 
L (Complete) • 

11. Christian Pioneer. Glasgow, 1826-1845. 

1. ".Rammohun .Roy." [Information about 
.Roy from "private letters.''] Vol. IV, 
p. 183 (1829-1830). 

2. .Rammohun .Roy's Arrival in England." 
[With an account of his early yeat·s.] 
Vol. V, pp. 321-324 (May, 1831). 

3. Rammohun Rby 's speech at the Bt·itish 
and Foreign Un'l.tarian Association. 

•Vol. V, p. 395 (1831). 
• 

4. ''Christianity in J!.ndia.'' [Quotations from 

Libraries: 

Roy's autobio~rapby . ] Vol. VI, pp. 179-
185, 212-226 (1831). 

MUS (18~6-1832). 
CtY (Vols. 12-19). 

• 

• 

• 
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12. Christian R eformer or N ew E vangelical Miscellany. 
London, 1815-1820. 

• 1. Lettet· from The Reverend T. Belsham; 
introduction to a letter written by 
William Roberts of Madras. Vol. IV, 
p. 2 (1818). 

2.. " Unitar ians in India." [A brief note on 
Rammohun Roy.] Vol. VI, p. 35. 

:l. "Rammohun Rty.'' Vol. XVI, p.144 (1820). 

Library : 

Quoted from the Oriental Quarterly 
lHaga z iHe, p. 282, by Mr. Buckingham. 

MUS 

13. Christian R eformer or Unitarian Magazine. London, 
1834-1863. 

• 

1. "Lines in Memory of Rammohun Roy.'' 
Vol. I, pp. 30-31 (1834). 

2. Arnot, Sandford, "The Late Rajah 
Rammohun Roy's Remarks on some 
Passages Supposed to Relate to the 
Holy Ghost.'' [A letter to the editor.) 
Vol. I, pp. 36-39 (1834). 

3. Carpenter, Dr. Lant, Dr. Carpenter on the 
literary character of the late Rajah 
Rammohun Roy. Vol. I, pp. 174-176 
(1834) . 

4. "Lines on the Burial of the Rajah Ram
mohun Roy.'' [A poem signed "M.A.D.''J 
Vol. I, p. 290 (1834). 

5. [Sutherland], "East Indian Memoir of 
Rammohun Roy," with introduction by 
J .· T. Rutt. Vol. I, pp. 589- 602 (1834), 
Reprinted from the India Gazrtte. 
February 18, 1834. 

6. Account of the ritual in honor of Ram
mohun Roy's death. Vol. I, p. 727 
(t834). Reprinted from the Snmachar 
Durpan, Calcutta. • 

7. "Bishotf J..uscombe and Bi shop Low.'' fAn 
article directed against the Christian 
Observer.) Vol. I, p. 850 (1834). 

8. "Indian Honors to the Late Rammohun 
:Roy.'' Vol. II, pp. 60-61 (1835). 
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9. Letter from Rammohun Roy to William 
Alemander, dated July 16, 1831. Vol. III, 
p. 466 (1835) . 

10. "The Wt·itings of Rammohun Roy." [A 
letter to the editor, suggesting a new 
edition of Roy's works.] Vol. IV, p. 360 
( L837). 

It. "To the Memory of Ralllmohun Roy." [A 
poem signed "J. L.'' Dated Kendal, 
DecE1'1nber U.] "Stapleton Grove." [A 
poem signed "M.A."] Vol. V, pp. 30-31 
( 1838). 

12. "The Late Raja Ra mmo hun Roy.'' (A 
verbatim quotation of the sections 
dealing with Roy in The Reverend 
Scoresby's M emorial to His Son, London, 
1837.] Vol. V, pp. 466-471 (1838). 
Reprinted from the Church of England 
]lfagaziue, Vol. IV, No. 110 (June 23, 
1838). 

13. A review of the }Jemoir of John, Biwzop 
Estlin, by himself. [P. 469 deals with 
Rammobun Roy.] Vol. XI us., pp. 
4.61.-4.81 ( A.ugust, 1855). 

-
14. A review of The Autobiography oj The 

Reverend TYilliwn Jay .. . , by George 
Redgord and John James, London, 
Hamilton, Adams and Company, 18~4. 
Vol. XI n.s., pp. 197-213 ( 185~. [ Pp. • 

'209-210 deal with Ran11i10hun Roy.] 

15. A review of the l.Jemoir of the Late George 
· Annstro1i.g of Bri8tol. Vol. XIV, pp. 

1-18, 65-94 (1858). [Pp. 13, 86 deal with 
Rammohun Roy.] 

Libraries: 
_MUS (1845-). 

<:;tY (Vols 20-49). 
MB tVols. ·6-11). 

· NN (o.s. vols. 1-16). 
L (Comp!et.e). 

• 

14. Christian Remembrance?'. L~udon 1819-1856 . 
• 

1. Williams[?], "Christianity and Hindu~m." 
[A review • of P arameswara-Juyana
goshthi, a IJialouue of the K1Lowledge of 
the Sup1·e_ me L ord, Cam bridge;- Deighton, 
Bell and Comp~ny; London, Bell anl'l. 
Daldy Company, -1856·. Contains the 
Cambridge University pri:z;e essay u( 
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1847 for the best "refutation of 
Hinduism' ') Vol. XXXV, pp. 81-129 
(1858). 

Libraries : 
L <Complete) 
DLC (Complete) 

15. Contemoorar!J R evie w. London and New York, 
founded 1866. 

• 

1. Freemantle, The Reverend W. H., "The 
Brahma-Sam•aj and the Religious Future 
of India." [Deals with K. C. Sen and 
Rammohun Roy.] Vol. XV, pp. 67-80 
(1870). 

2. Collet, S. D., "Indian Theism; its Rela
tion to Christianity." Vol. XV, pp. 230-
245 (B'ebruary, 1870). 

3. Lethbridge, Raper, "The Ve macular Press 
of India.' ' Vol. XXXVII, pp. 459-474 
(March, 1880). • 

4. "The New Development of the Brahm a 
Somaj." Vol. XL, pp. 570-584 (October, 
1881). 

5, Collet, S. D., "The Brahma-Somaj versus 
the 'New Dispensation'." Vol. XL, 
pp. 726-737 (1881). . 

Libraries: 
NNC 
NN 
L 
M 

(Complete) 
(Complete) 
(Complete) 
(Complete) 

16. Court JCiunw l. London, founded 1829. 

• 

1. Martin, Montgomery Robert, "Biography 
of Rammohun Roy.'' Vol. V, p. 678 
(October 5, 1833). 

2. ''The Late Rammohun Roy." [Signed 
"J. P.''] Vol. V, p. 723 (October 26, 
1833). 

Libraries : • 
NN• 
MB 
CtY 
DLC 
MH 
v 

(1829-1838) 
(1833-1850) 
(Vols. 1-18) 
( 1~·)9-1840. 1850-) 
(1 Ef.13-1860) 
(Vols. 1-6) 

• 

17. Dublin University Magazine. Dublin and London, . 
10 
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1833-1877. Continued as the University 
Magazine. 

1. ''Brahmaism and the Bmhma Samaj.'' 
Vol. LXXXf, pp. 249-269 (1873). 

Libraries: 
NN 
NNC 
DLC 
CtY 
MB 
L 
M 

(Vols. 11-96) 
\Vols. 17-\J5) 
(Complete) 
(Vols. 1 [82! 88-) 
(Complete) 
(Complete) 
CC•mplete) 

18. Edinburgh Review. Edinburgh, New York, Boston, 
founded 1803. 

1. A review of the Reverend R. Heber's 
Narrative of a Joumey through ... [ndia 
... , London, 1828. Vol. XCVI, pp. 
312-348 (October, 1828). 

2. Heber, The Reverend R., Extracts from 
his Narrative. Vol. LXI, PP·' 73-98 
(18a2-1833). 

3. A review of the Life of William Roscoe by 
his Son, H enry. Vol. LXIII, pp. 65-e5 

(1833-1834). 
Libraries: 

Complete in all main libraries. 

19. Fr,lser's Magzine. London, 1830-1882. 

1. ''Wanted-a Religion for the Hindoos." 
Vol . IV, n. s. pp. 709-726 (December:-' 
1871). • ' 

Libraries: 
Complete in NNC, NN, MB, DLC, L, MH. 

20. Gentlemen's Magazine. London, 1731-1907. 

1. Obituary of Rammohun Roy, October, 
1833. [Contains quotations from the 
"Autobiography," and tells of Roy's 
work in France.l Vol. CLIV, pp. 364-
368 (October. 1833). • 

l-ibraries: 
Complete in CtY, MB, M.tl. MH i L. 
NNC (Uols. 1-143, thenl>roken) 

• L (1732- ) 
MAT (1738-1874) . 

21. Good Words. London, 1963·1911. 

• 

1. The Bishop of Calcutta, ''Eclecticism a11d 
Brahmoism.~ rconcerns the founding of • 
the new school by. Rammohun Roy and 
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Keshuh Chunder Sen] Vol. XL pp. 
792~799 (Novemher. 1870). 

Librarit·s: 
NNC (Vols. 1-43) 
NNU (Vols. 1-3) 
MH (Vols 3-22) 
MB (Vols 1-47) 
CtY (Vots. 1-[37 ]) 
l (Complete) 
M (Complete) 

22. L ibrary Gazette , The, or ~oumal of Belles Letters, 
Poetic:; and Fashion. London, founded January, 
1817. 

• 

• 

1. A rev iew of Abbe Dubois' Description of 
the Character, Manners and Customs of 
the P eople of India, No. 14 p. 181 
(April12. 1817). 

2. A review of Lieutenant-Colonel Fitz
clarence' s Journal of a Route across 

l-11dia ... , London, 1819, No, 125, pp. 
385-386 (1819) . 

3. A review of Abbe Dubois' Letters of the 
State of Chris tianity itt India, London, 
1823. No. 340, pp. 481-482 (1823) ; No. 
341, pp. 500-502. 

4. A summary of Rammohun Roy 's "Precepts 
of Jesus, the Guide to Peace and Happi
ness .. . , to which is added the First, 
Second, and Final Appeal to the 
Chri,;tian Public in Reply to the 
Observations of Dr. Marshman of 
Serampore,'' Calcutta. , L ondon reprint, 
Vol. VIII of Unitarian Tracts. No. 
750, pp. 353-356 (June 4, 1831). 

5. A portrait of Rammohun Roy. No. 7.50, 
p. 363 (1831). 

6. A review of Rammohun Roy's "Transla
tion of Several Principal Books, Pas
sages, :>.nd Te:x.ts of the Veds, and of 
soijle Controversial Works of Brah
muonical Theology," 2d ed., London, 
Parbury, Allen and · company, 1832 . 
No. 8W, p. 536 (August 25, 1832). 

7. A 
. , 

review of Henry Roscoe s 
William Roscoe, London, 
Edinburgh, Blackwood, 1833. 
p, ~ 60 (1833). 

Life of 
Cadell; 

No. 810, 
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8. "Rammohun Roy.'' [Autobiographical 
Sketch.] No, 872, pp. 635-637 (October 
5, 1833). Reprinted from London 
Atheneaum, October, 1833. 

23. Mirror of Literature, The. London, 1822-1846 ; n.s. 
1846-1849. 

1. "Memoir of Rammohun Roy." [Includes 
the autobiographical sketch.] Vol. 
XXII, pp. 225-230 (October 12, 1833). 

Libnuies : • 
NNC (Vols. 1-2) 
CtY (:::).1, Vols. 1-2, vol. 4) 
DLC (Vol 1- n.s. vol. 2) 
MH (Vol. 1-n.s. vol. 8) 
NN (Complete) 
L (Complete) 
MB CVols. 1-10) 

24. Missionary Herald. London, founded 1618. 

1. Letter written by William H. Mill con
cerning Rammohun Roy. September, 
1824, p. 301. 

Libraries: 
CtY (Vols. 1.) • 
NNU (Vols. 41-46-) 

25. .lJ!iss£01zary Register. London, 1813-1855. 

1. A review of Rammohun Roy's "Abridge
ment of the Vedant ... .'' September, 
1816, pp. 370-375. -2. A review of Rammohun Roy's 'J3aptist • 
Missionary Society Report." September, 
1817, pp. 366-370. 

3. A review of a Hindoo tract against the 
burning of widows. [No author is 
given, but the numerous extracts 
quoted make it evident that the tract 
is by Rammohun Roy.] Vol. IV, pp. 
171-175 (1820). 

Libraries: 
CtY (Complete) 
MH (1813-1815, 1821-1826) 
NN 0817-1824) • 

• NNU (Vols. 1-19, 22-~3) 
L (Complete' 
NT (1813-1835J • 

26. Mo11thly Magrrzille ana- British Quarterly. London, 
1795-1843. 

1. A review of Rammohun Roy's ''Transl~
tion of an Abri~gement of the Vedant, 

• 



• 
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or Resolution of all the Veds . .. . " Vol. 
XLIII, pp. 391-397 (June, 1817). 

2. A n :view of Rammohun Roy's "Transla
tion of the I shopanishad .. .. " Vol. 
XLIV, pp. 484-485 (January 1, 1818). 

3. A n 'view of Rammohun Roy 's "Transla
tion of the Cena Upanishad ... . " Vol. 
XLV, pp. 484-485 (March, 1818). 

4. Account of a New Sect in India and of 
Rammohun ~oy, the Founder.' ' Vol. 
XLIX, pp. 198-199 (April, 1820). Re
printed from the Revue Encyclopedique. 

L\bra.ries: 
MH (Vols. I [RS-39]-[41-461 n.s. vols. 1-2) 
MB (Vol. 1-u s. vol. 12, s.3, vol. 8) 
DLC (Vols. 1-60, br-oken) 
C ·Y (Vol.l-n.s. vol. I) 
N'NC (Vols, 1-58) 

27. Monthly Repository of Th eology. London, 1806-1837. 

1. A rev iew of Rammohun Roy's "Abridge"' 
:ment of th e Vedant ... . ' Vol. XI. p . 
!512 (1816). 

• 

• 

• 

2. Le tter from Mr. Roberts concerning the 
Unitarian movement in Indi a , with 
introduction by Mr. Belsham . [Quotes 
from (a ) Christian Reformer, Ca lcuttta., 
where the letter was first published, 
1818 ; (b) ar ticle in M issionm-y Register 
concerning Rammohun Roy's "Transla
ti on of an Abridgement of the 
Vedant ... ,"September, 1816; Septem
ber, 1817.] Vol. XIII, pp. 299-302 
(1818 ). 

3. A review of Rammohun Roy's "Tran sla
tion of an Abridgement of the Vedant, 
or R esolu t ion of a ll t he Veds ... .'' 
Vol. XIII, p. 512 (1818). 

4. A review of the following works by Ram
mohun Roy: 
' Ia) "Transla tion of an Abridgeme nt 
• of the Veda1!1t .... " Calcutta, 

1816 . 

(b) il'he sa me, containing likewise 
a Translation of Cena Upa
nishad, one of the Chapters of 
the Sama Veda, L ondon, J . 
and T. Hoitt, 1817. 
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(c) "Tunslation of the Ishopanishad, 
one of the Chapters of the 
Yajut· Veda ; according to the 
Commentary of the celebrated 
Shunkar Achar~a, establishing 
the Unity and Incomprehen
sibility of the Supreme Being ; 
and that his worship alone can 
lead to eternal Beatitude," 
Calcutta, 1816. 

(d) •"A Defence of Hindoo Theism, 
in reply to an Attack by an 
Advocate for Idolatry at 
Madras," Calcutta, 1817. 

(e) "An Apology for the Present 
System of Hindoo Worship, 
written in the Bengalee 
language and accompanied by an 
English translation, Calcutta, 
1817. 

• 

[Article also refers to the Christian 
Reformer, Vol. IX. p. 45, wherein 

-
a translation of one of Ro~'s 
Bengali hymns appeared.] Vol. 
XIV, pp. 562-569 ( 1819). 

5. "Life of Rammohun Roy." Vol. XIV, 
p.561 (1819). 

6. "Account of the Life and Writings of 
Rammohun Roy.'' [Contains also a 
biographical letter from M. d'Acosta t<r 
Abbe Gregoire, and an extrac~ from ' 
the description of Roy given by Lieute
nant-Colonel Fitzclarence in his 
Journal.] Vol. XV, pp. 1-7 (January, 
1825). Reprinted from the Chrouique 
Religieuse, a literal translation. 

7. "Rammohun Roy and the Unitarian Con
troversy." [A review of (a) ''The 
Precepts of Jesus ... ,'' 1820 : (b) an 
article by a "Christian Missionary,'' in • 
the Frie11d of India Magazi11e, No. 2, 
1820 ; (c) "First ];)efence of the Mono~ 

• theistical System• of the Veds," 1820.) 
Vol. XVI, pp. 477~485 (1821). • . 

8. Rammohun Rey's letter to an officer of 
the Indian British army, date<l Septem
ber 5, 1820. [Concerns the contro
versy ; gives a review of the letter.r 
Vol. XVI, p. 515 H821). 



• 
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9. Smith, Southwood, A letter to the editor. 
[Concerns Rammohun Roy.] Vo l. XVI, 
pp. 527-528 (1821). 

10. Note on Rammohun Roy, Vol. XVI, p. 440 
(1821). 

11. Rutt, J. T., "Unitarian Controversy at 
Calcutta." [Concerns Rammohun Roy 
as the victim of press censorship, as 
ilbstrated by quotations from In dian 
papers : • 

Vol. 

(a) Letter dated July 12, 1821, to the 
editor of the Calcutta ]oumal 
(J. S. Buckingham). 

(b) Letter dated August• 1, 1821, to 
the editor of the Calcutta 
Joumnl. Publi shed in the 
Calcutta Journal, August 1, 
1821. In defence of Roy. 

(c) An article against Rammohun 
Roy in the Bengal Hurkaru, 
August 2·, 1821, p. 420 . 

(d) Letters in defence of R a mmohun 
Roy by Sutyu-Sadhun iu the 
Calcutta Jou mal, August 6, 
1821, p. 460 ; August 15, 1821, 
p. 563.] 

XVII, pp. 393-100 (July, 1822). 
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14. "A Hindoo Unitarian's Plea for Charity 
toward Christian Tt·initarians.', [The 
resume of a t.·act entitled "Humble 
Suggestions to his Countrymen who 
believe in the One True God,'' by 
Prusunnu Koomar Thakoor. Calcutta, 
1823. In English and _Hindoostanee.] 
Vol. XVII, p. 574 (1823). 

15. "Rammohun Roy : Controversy between 
the &·ahmuns and Missionaries.'' Vol. 
XVIII, pp. 433 439 (1823). Reprinted 
from the Unitarin Miscellany of May, 
1823, which quotes from the Brahlllmzi
cnl Magazille, and from the ".First, • 
flecond, and Final Appeal to the 
Christian Public." 

16. Letter from Eltham against Rammohun 
Roy, written to the llfolltlzly Repository, 
and answered by Mr. Buckingham, • 
editor of the Calc11tla Journal, then in 
England. Vol. XV III, pp. 434-442 
(1823). • 

17. A review of the following works: 

(a) "The Precepts of Jesus ...... ," 
Calcutila, reprinted in Loudon 
by the Unitarian Society, 1823. 

(b) "The First, Second, and Finrl. 
Appeal to the Cbristiai!" Public ' 
in Defence of the Precepts of 
Jesus," Calcutta, Unitarian 
Press, Dhurmtallah, 1823. 

(c) "The Claims of Jesus," a sermon 
preached in Calcutta, Septem
ber 23, 1821. Printed by Cba u
renghee Eurasian Press, 1821. 

Vol. XVIII, pp. 473-479 (1823), and Vol. • 
XVIII, pp. 540-546 (1823). 

18. "Rammohun Roy." and the Edittburgh 
• ~Magazi11e [ i. e. Constable's '] ." [An 

answer to tJ1e Edinburgh Magazit"ze of 
September, .1823. Also cites sixteen of 
Rammohun Roy's publications, as 
taken from a note from • R. Roy 
of February 15, 1822.] Vol. XVII~ 
pp. 575-587 (1823i. 
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19. "Hestriction of the Press in India.'' 
[Concerns the expulsion of Mr. Buc~ 
kingham from India, and Roy's 
"Memorial,'' translated and published. 
Includes a portrait of Rammohun Roy.] 
Vol. XIX, p. 55 (Jan uary, 1824). 

20. A review of nine East-Indian Unitarian 
Tra cts, as fo ll ows : 

(a) "Queries f<3r the Serious Consi
deratlbn of Trini tarians," from 
the Christian Reformer, Vol. I, 
p. 87 (May 9); Vol. II, p. 24 
(May 12, 1823 ). [Two tracts.] 

(b) " Two Dialogues- ' ' Calcutta, 
May 16, 1823. 

(1) "Dia log ue between a Trini~ 
tarian Missionary and three 
Chinese Conve rts,'' by 
Ra mmohun Roy. Christian 
Refo·r~ner, Vo l. IV, p. 10 
(1823). 

(2) ' 'Dia logue between a Unita
rian Minister and an 
Itinerant Bookselle t·,'' by 
M r. Wright. Christian 
R eformer, Vol. II, p. 19 
( 1823 ). 

(c) "A Select ion of Passages from 
the Old and New Testament 
in Proof of the Unity of God,'' 
by William Adam~ Calcutta, 
May 20, 1823. 

(d) "A Faithful and Well Authenti
cated Report of the Theological 
Discussion which took place 
in Calcutta, May 20 , 1823, at 
a meeting assembled by Dr. 
Tytler. Christimt Reformer, 
April, 1824. 

(ej "Substance of a Discourse in 
Vindicat ion of the Divinity of 

• our Lord," by Dr . R. Tytler. 
t:Ja lcut ta, May 25, 1823 . 

(f) "Dissection of Dr. Tytler's 'Subs-
tance ...... ,'' by Dr. Craver. 
Ca lcutta, June 6, 1823. 
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• 

(g) "A V:ndication of the Incarnation 
of the Deity, as the Common 
Basis of Hinduism and Chris
tianity.'' by Ram Doss [Ram
mohun Roy]. Calcutta, Smith 
and Company, Hurkaru Press, 
June 3, 1823. 

Vol. XIX, pp. 235-236 ( 1824). 

A review of East-Indian Tracts, cor.tinued. 
A d•scussion of the Ram Doss-Dr. R. 
Tytter controversy, including : 

(a) Letter of Ram Doss to Tytler·, 
after his refusal of Ty tler'::; • 
invitation to debate with him. 

(b) Tytler 's Reply. Bengal Hurkaru, 
May 6, 1823. 

\c) Ram Doss's Reply. Bengal Hur-
lwru, May, 1823. -

(d) Ram Doss to the editor of the 
Bellgal H urlwru. Ram Doss's 
first challenge to Dr. R. Tyt!er. 

(e) Tytler's Reply. May, 1823. 
(f) R!!.m Doss's second challenge to 

Dr. Tytler. Bengal Httrlwru, 
May, 1823. 

(g) Tytter's reply to the Bengal Hur-
haru, May or June, 1823. -

(h) Ram Doss' third chanenge to' 
Dr. Tytler. Bengal Hurkaru, 
May, 1823. 

(i) Tytler's Reply, May, 1823. 
(j) Ram Doss' fourth chall<mge to 

Dr. Tytler. Bengal Hurkam, 
May, 1823. 

(k) R. Tytler. A postscript to the 
Bengal Hurkarzt, May, 1823. • 

(l) Ram Doss' answer to Tytler's 
postsc];jpt. May, 1823. 

(m) Tytler's "reply, May, 1823 . 
(n) Ram., Doss' fifth challet~ge to 

Trtler. Bengal Hw·karu, May, 
1823. • 

(o) Pamphlet by "A Ohristiai ," 
challenging Ram Doss. May1 
1823 .• 
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(p) Ram Doss' reply to "A Christian." 
Bengal Hurkcwu, May 23, 1823. 
[This r ep ly is given in full in 
the Monthly Repository.] 

Vol. XIX, pp. 296-301 ( 1824] . • 
22. A review of East-Indian tracts, continued. 

23. 

24 . 

(a ) The Brahmunical Magazine, or 
the Mission a ry and the Brah
mun, by Shivu Prusad Surma 
[Ra mm ohun Roy J, Calcutta, 
1823. Deals with the contro
versy• between Surma and the 
mission ar ies who wrote through 
the Sumachm· Durpun (Seram
por e). 

(b) Letter Questions th e "Shastrus.'' 
Sum1char Durpu·n, July or 
Aug 1st, 1823. 

(c) Surma s answer, the Brahmuniral 
Mag 1zine, No. 1, August, 1823. 
[Wh an the Sumachar Durpun 
r efu .ed to print this answer, 
Roy translated it into English, 
anfsta rted the Bmhmunical 
JJ1.a zine. ] 

(d) "A ns er to the Objections against 
the P oorans or Tuntrul', or 
His rica l Illustrations of the 
Hindoo Mythology." Bntlunu
m·cal Mo.uazine, No. 2, Augu st, 
1824. 

(e) Reply to the FTiend oj htclia, 
No. 38. BTahmunical Magazine, 
No. 3, August or September, 
1824. 

Vo l. X IX, pp. 354-359 (1824) . 
L ette r from an adm irer of Ramm ohun 

R oy to the editor of the Mont hly R eposi
tory. [Asks for a new ed ition of Roy's 
works, since the controversy has 
a roused such great interest that a new 
editi on could easily be sold.] Vol. XIX, 
p. (}61 ( 1824). 

L etter• from Ramm ohun •Roy to Dr. T. 
Rees, dated Calcutta, June 4, 1824. 
[States \bat Roy had written to Mr. 
Thomas Belsham, December, 1823, and 
had included a few tracts.] Vol. XIX, 
p. 681 (1824 ). 
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25. "Tribute of Admiration to Rammohun Roy" 
Vol. XIX, p. 55 (January, 1824). Re
printed from article by Sismondi, 
"Politics, Moral, Religious State of the 
British Possessions m India," R evue 
Encyclopedique. 

26. Review of Pmsperts of Christianity in 
India ... ,'' by Rammohun Roy a1,1d 
William Adam, Boston and Cambridge, 
1824. Vol. XX, pp. 230-235 (1825). 
[MarJt.s the beginning of a section of 
American reviews for the Monthly 
Repository] . 

27. Description and list of the twenty • 
questions sent to William and Ram
mohun Roy by William Ware. [Quotes 
from the Christian l Examiner.] Vol. 
XX (1825). 

28. "The Unitarian Controversy.'' Vol. XX, -
pp. 477, 479 (1825). l Quotations from 
the Unitarian Repository, No. 10, 
Calcutta, July, 1824 ; article by t4le 
editor of the l11dia Gazette.] 

29. Ram Doss 

• 

(a) Letter to the editor of the 
Monthly Repository, addressed 
to Mr. French, Barrister, who 
hn.d attacked Unitarianism; 
forwarded by Sandford- Arnot ' 
(editor of the Calcutta Journal 

after Mr. Buckingham), with 
comment 'bY Arnot. 

(b) Another letter to the Monthly 
Repository, dated Calcutta, 
November I7, 1824. 

(c) Pamphlet concerning the Ram 
Doss-R. Tytler controversy, • 
sent to the editor of the 
Monthly Repository with the 
second leher by Ram Doss . 

Vol. XX, pp. 273-274 (1825). • . 
30. Letter dated March 16, 1826, signed "A 

Unitarian." [Contrasts R~mmohun 
Roy with Dr. Marshman.] Vol. XXI,. 
pp. 152-153 ( t826). 



• 
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31. Report of the British and Foreign Uni
tarian Association. First Anniversary 
Meeting. l Comment on Rammohun 
Roy by Sandford Arnot.] Vol. XXI, 
pp. 309-310 (1826). • 

3 ~~. "Measures of American Unitarians fol' 
Promoting Unitarianism in India." 
fN otice of a sermon en titled "Duty of 
Unitarians in respect to Christianity in 
India,'' delivered by Dr. William Ware 
at a ministe~·ial conference in Boston. 
Notice of the formation of a society 
for obtaining information respecting 
the state of religion in India, Dr. 
Tuckerman secretary. Furthtwed by 
public forums, May 7, May 13, 1826.] 
Vol. XXI, p. 595 ( 1826 ). 

3:3. "Minutes" of the Anniversary [i. e. 
second] meeting of tb e British and 
Foreign Unitarian Association. I Dis
cussion of the Indian press and Ram
mobun Roy's lawsuit; estimate a11d 
brief account of Roy.] Vol. XXII, 
p. 543 n 827). 

3~l . Review of William Drummond's Doctrine 
of the Tri11ity jou11ded 11either on Scrip
ture nor on Reason a11d Comtnon Se11se, 
but on Tradition and the I11jallibility of 
the Church. 2d ed., London, 1827. [The 
book is dedicated to Rammohun Roy 
and Dr. W. E. Channing. J Vol. XXII, 
pp. 741-743 (1827}. 

3~i. "Minutes" of a general meeting of the 
Friends and Supporters of Unitarian 
Christianity in Calcutta, December 30, 
1827. Vol. XXIII, pp. 577-579 (1828). 
Reprinted from the Bwgal Hurkant, 
January 2, 1828. 

36. Extract from a letter written by William 
Adam to the Foreign Secretary of the 
Uf'l.itarian Association, Calcutta, Feb
ruary 5, 1828. [Con.,erns Rammohun 

• Roy's school.] Vol. XXIII, p. 637 
(1828):. 

• 37. Letter from William Drummond to Lord 
Mountcashell. Vol. XXIII, pp. 702~ 
709 (1828) • 

• 
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38. Peggs, J., "India's Cries. to British 
Humanity.'' [A tract containing dis
cussion of Rammobun Roy's tract of 
1818 on widow burning.J Vol. XXIV, 
pp. 831-834 ( 1829). 

39. Notice of Rammohun Roy's intended 
journey as ambassador fot· the Rajah 
of Delhi. Vol. XXV, p. 138 (1830). 

40. Notice of the arrival of Rammohun Roy 
at Liverpool. Vol. XXVI, p. 360 (May, 
1831) .• 

41. Rammohun Roy on the Government and 
Culture of India. [Consists of ex
tracts from "Exposition of the Practical 
Operation of the Judicial and Revenue 
Systems of India and of the General 
Character and Condition of Hs Inhabi
tants," London, Smith, Elder and 
Company, 1832 ; and ''Translation of 
Several Principal Books, Pa!'sages, and 
Texts ...... ,'' London, Parbury, Allen 
and Company, 1832.] Vol. XXVIJ. 
pp. 609-617 (1832). 

Libraries: 
CtY (Vol. 1-n.s. Vol. 11) 
DLC (Broken) 
MB (Vols. 3-20, broken) 
MH (1806-1833, acquired 18G5) 
NN (Vols. 13-n.s. vo!s. 6, 10. [11·12j) 
NNC (Vol. 19) 
M (Vols. 1-27) 
L (March, 1819) • 
MHi (Vol. 21 ; 1826, 1827) 
MAT (1807-1809, acquired 1827 i n.s. 1827-1831 in 

1873 catalogue) 

28. Monthly Reriew or Literary Joumal. London, 
1749-1844. 

1. A review of Rammohun Roy's ''Transla
tion of an Abridgement of the Vedant 
and the Cena Upanishad, one of .the 
Chapters of the Sama Veda,'• London, • 
Hoitt, 1820. Vol. XCII, 173-177 (1820). 

Libraries: 
CtY (Complete) 
NNC (Complete) • 
F (Complete) 
L (Complete) • 
NN (In part) 
MB <1749-1837). 
MH (Vols. 1-43, 45-s.4) • 
MAT (1749-1825, .acquired be.fore 1827) 
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29. Mornin,g Chronicle . London, 1770-1862. 
1. Notice of a dinner given by the East 

Indi a Company in honot· of Ram
mobun Roy, No. 19,302, P· 4•(July 9, 
1831) . 

. 2. Death notice ann bl'ief sketch of Ram~ 
mohun R oy. Oc tober 2, 1831, p. 4. 

30. N ew fonthly Magazine arzd British Quarterly. 
L ondon, Philadelphia, Bosto n, 1821-1834. 

:l . Notice of the•Lije of Willialll Roscoe by 
his Son, Henry Roscoe, Vol. XXXIII, 
p. 372. 

2. A review of Ramm ohun Roy's "Essay on 
the Rights of . H iudoos ov er Ancestral 
Property according to the Law of 
Bengal.. . , with a n Appendix on the 
H indoo Law of Inheritance." Vol. 
XXXVI, pp. 151-152 (1832). 

3. "Biography of Rarnmohun Roy.'' [Con
tains the autobiographical sketch. ] 
Vol. XXXIX, pp. 388-39J (1833). 

• Libraries : 

• 

NN (Vols. 1-7, n.s. vols. 1-2) 
MH <Vols. [L-3[-10) 
MWA (Vols 1-10) 

31. 01·iental H erald, The. L ond on 1824-1829. 
1. Ra mmohun Ro y, "Remarks on the Rights 

of Hindoo Fem a les, the Interes t and 
Care which the Ancient Legislators 

• took in th eit· Com!ort, and Laws 
Introduced by the Moderns to their 
Complete Privation.'' VoL X, pp. 251~ 
258 {1826). 

32 . 

2. Si s mondi, M. de, "State and Prospects of 
India.' ' [M ention of Rammohun Roy, 
p. · 417.] Vol. X, pp. 411-427 ( 1826). 
R eprinted from the R evue Encyclope
dique, May, 1826, 

Libraries : 
CtY, MH , NN, (Complete) 
NNC (Vols. 1-[3]-23) 
[l,l_C (Vols. 1-[21[) 

Pariiam~nta1·i1 R r>view. London. • 

• 

1. "A Ske~ch of the Rajah Rammohun Roy, 
the .Celebrated Indian Brahmin.'' 
[Probably by James Sutherland.] July 
26, 1824. Reprinted from the India 
Gazette of February 18, 1824 (also 
ca.lled the "East Indian Memoir'' ). 
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33. Periodical Account of the Baptist Missionm·y Society. 

• 

London. 

1. "Rammohun Roy." Vol. VI, pp. 106-109 
(1816) 

34. Qtw1·terly Review. London, 1809-. Boston. 

1. A review of Lieutenant-Colonel Fitz
clarence's Journal of a Route across 
India. Vol. XLI, p. 120. 

2. A revie"' of the Reverend Reginald 
Heber's Nan·ative of a Journey through 
.. .India. Vol. XXXV II, pp. 100-14 7 
(1828). 

Library: 
MHi (1812-1882) 

35. Theolouical Review. London, 1864~1879. 

1. "Rammohun Roy and Hindoo Theism." 
[A review of : 

(a) The Last Da_;js ... of the Rajah 
Rammohull Ro.11 by Mary Car~ 
penter, London, Trubner, 186(. 

(b) "The Brahmo Somaj," by Frances 
Power Cobbe, Fraser's Maga
zine, August, 1866. 

(c) The Indian Mirmr, Calcutta. Vol. 
III, 1866. 

(d) "An Appeal to Young India,'•• 
by a Missionary of the I":ahmo 
Somaj. 

(e) "The Destiny of Human Life,'' 
a lecture delivered at the 
Bhabanipur Brahmo Somaj 
Hall, Calcutta, 1862. 

(f) "Man, the Son of God," a lecture 
delivered at the Puttoldanga 
Brahmo Somaj Hall, Calcutta, 
1863, by Hurro Lall Roy. 

(g) "The Brahmo Somaj Vindicat
ed," the •substance of an ex~ 
temporarieous lecture deliver
ed at the Brahmo Somaj H~ll, 
Ca lc~tta. 1863 . • 

(h) "The Religious Prospects of 
India,'' a discourse read before. 
The Society of Theistic Friends ~ 
Calcutta,.1864. 
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Libraries: 

(i) Lecture by Hurro L all Roy on 
the unity and variety in Reli
gion, Ualcutta, 1865. 

(j) "Jesus Christ, Europe and 
Asia ,'' 2d ed., Calcutta, 1866. 

Also a reference to the Works of 
William Fox. 

Vol. IV, pp. 182-207 (1867). 

CtY (Complete) 
MB (Complete) • 
MH (Complete) 
DLC (Completel 
NN (Vols. l , 3-Hi) 

36. T i111es , T he. London, founded 1785. 

• 

• 

• 

12 

:l. 

,, 
" ' 

" it. 

4. 

,. ,,, 

6. 

"Freedom of the Press in India." [Letters 
against Mr. Buckingham by W. B. 
Bayley.] J anu ary 29, 1822. 2 e. 

"Periodical Press in India ." [Bayley's 
rules; the lawsuit of M!·. Buckingham.] 
August 30, 1823. 2 b. Reprinted from 
the Bombay Cou rier. 

"Ram Mohun Roy." [Signed "A Corres
pondent."] June 13, 1831. 5 d. 

Rajah Rammoh~n Roy to the editor. [ A 
correction of the statements of the 
"Correspondent.' '] June 15, 1831. 5 c. 

Letter from Rammohun Roy. [Lett e l' 
asking that no fu rther comment be 
made on him until he is well enough 
to speak fol' himself.] June 16, 1831. 3 b. 

A review of Rammohun Roy 's essay "On 
the Right of Hindoos over Ancestral 
Property according to the Law of 
Bengal." March 5, 1832. 2 e. Reprinted 
from the Monthly R epository. 

4'. Letter to the editor. [Notes that Ram ~ 
mohu n Roy attended the Established 
Church, St. Pan creas, almost every 
Sunday, a nd hence could not be a 
Unitarian.] October 1, 1833. 3 a . 

8. 

~1. 

. 
Rajah•Rammohun Roy, a letter to the 

editor . October 9, 1833~ 3 d . 
Keshub Chunder Sen. June 30, 1870. 

• Libraries: 
NN 
NNC (1792- · broken to 1834) . 
MAT (1790-1795, 1824 July-December, 1830-1858, 

• 1859-1877). 
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3. En!itlish Periodicals Published in America 

1. American Almanac. Boston, 1830-1861. 

L Notice of the death of Rammohun Roy 
[from the Gentlema1t's Magazi11e, Octo
ber, 1833]. 1835, pp. 314-331. 

Libraries: 
Com pi~ in nearly all main Libraries. 

2. America1t llfagazine of Useful and Entertaining 
Knowledge. Boston, 1835-1837. 

1. "The Rajah Rammohun Roy.'' [Brief 
comment with a picture from an 
English reprint.] Vol. I, pp. 305-306 
( 1835). 

Libraries: 
Complete in most main librnries. 

3. American Quarterly Review. Philadelphia, 1~7-
1837. 

1. A review of Narrative of aJourneythrough 
l11dia, by the Reverend Reginald 
Heber. VoL IV, pp. 115-157 {September, 
1828). 

2. "Lieutenant-Colonel J. Tod's Annal~ 
and Antiquities of Rajast'han." VoL 
X, pp. 356-385 (December, 1831):-

Libraries : 
Complete in all main libraries. 

4. A~talectic Magazine. Philadelphia, 1813~1819, n. s. 
1820. 

1. A review of Abbe Dubois' Description of 
the Character, l.lantters, a11d Customs ... 
of the P eople of India. 

2. A review of two works by Rammohun 
Roy. 

[(a) 
. 

''A Defence of Hindu Thilism 
in :ij,eply to the Attack of an 
A<Wocate of Idolatry at 
Madras.'' • 

{b) "A Second Defence of the Mono! 
theistici~-1 System of the Veds ... " 

• 
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This article discusses the above listed 
tracts, and sketches in part the 
contents of Roy's translations 
of the Vedas. It quote,.c; from 
H. T. Colbrooke's essay which 
appeared in the Asiatic Re
searches, Vol. VI, and contains 
a discussion of the Unitarian 
controversy.] 

Vol. XV, pp.129-147 (February, 1823). 

Libraries : • 
Complete in most of the main libraries. 

· 5. Atlantic Monthly. Boston, founded 1858. 

6. 

• 

1. "According to the latest Researches.'' 
Vol. xxrn, pp. 548-562 (May, 1869). 

Libra·ries : 
Complete in main libraries. 

Boston Observer a11d Religious lntelligwcer [Uni
tarian]. Boston, January 1-J une 25, 1835. Merged 
with the Christia1l Register . 

• 

1. "Rammohun Roy not a Unitarian.' ' 
[Directed against the article in the 
London Christian Observer, which "is 
going around all the religious news
papers in the United States."] Vol. I, 
p. 54 (February 12, 1835). 

Libraries : 
MB (Complete) 
MH (Complete) 
DLC (Complete) 
NN . (Complete) 
MWA (Complete) 

7. Boston Recorder [Baptist]. Boston, 1816-? 

1. Unfavorable comment on Rammohun 
Roy about June 7, 1822. 

8. Christian Disciple and Theological Review [Unitarian]. 

• 

Boston, 1813-l823. Merged with the Christian 
Examiner . 

• 

:l . Review of certain works of Rammohun 
Roy: •• 

(a) "Translation of the Cena Upa
nishad.'' 
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Libratics: 

(b) "Second Appeal to the Christian 
Public." [The "Appeal" was 
read by the reviewer in the 
Friend of lttdia, No, 4, 1821.] 

(c) "Final Appeal to the Christian 
Public in Defence of the 'Pre
cepts of Jesus'," 1823 ed. 

(d) Humble Suggestions to his 
Countrymen who Believe in 
the One True God,'' by 

• Prusunnu · Koomar Thakoor 
fRammohun Roy), Calcutta, 
1823. 

Vol. V, p. 363 (1823). • 
[A note in the Monthly Repository, 

1825, p. 104, states that the 
Chtistian Disciple continued 
five years and was then merged 
with the Christian Examiuer, -
1824, and that Mr. Hunter of 
England "has made arrange
ments to get a supply of it, ~nd 
of some other works by Ameri
can Unitarian·s." Thus the 
interchange of periodicals be
tween England and America 
went on in both directions.] 

Complete in most main libraries. 
MH (RecEived from 1817) • 
MAT (Received before 1827) 
MUS (From 1821- complete) 

• ' 
9. Christian E xami 11 er and Theological Review. Boston 

and New York, 1824-1869. 

1. "India-n Controv"e;sy.'' Vol: I; p. 468 (1824). 

2. A review of certain Indian pamphlets : 

(a) "An Apology for the Pursuit of . 

(b) 

F-inaL Beatitude independently 
of Brahmunical Observaiices," 
hy ·Ra)Ji~nohun Roy, Calcutta, 
1820. . . 

• 
Note tm. the Unitarian Repository 

ana .Chtistian Miscellany of 
·Calc.utta, edited b1 William 
Adam. [States that papel"S 
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have been r eceived from Ram
mohun R oy on Christianity in 
India , an d that these papers 
will soon be made publjc. ] 

(c) The Brahmunicnl M agaz ine, 
Ca lcutta, N o. 4, 1823, by Shivu
Prusad Surma . 

(d ) "A Vindication of the Incarna
t ion of the Deity, as t he 
Common Bas is of Hinduism 
and Christianity again st t he 
Schi~matic Attacks of R. Tytler 
Esq.," by R a m Doss, Ca lcu t ta , 
1823. 

Vol. I, pp. 239-244 ( 1824). 

3. "Chris tianity in Southern Ind ia, its His
tory and Prese nt Sta te." Vol. II, pp. 
313-329 (September a!ld October, 1825). 

4-. ''Chri sti anity in India.'' [Note on Ram
mohun R oy 's efforts to de stroy the 
suttee.] Vo l. II, pp. 149-153 (1825). 

~). "Is Rammohun Roy a Christian?" [Note 
on the Ma1;sh man cont rov ersy. ] Vol. 
III, pp. 361-371 (1826). 

t3. "Present Sta te and P rospects of Unita rian 
Christianity in Cal cut ta .' ' [Shows the 
co-operation of Rammohun Roy.] Vol. 
I II, pp. 164-170 (1826). 

7 . 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12 . 

Adam, Willia m, Le tter. Vol. III, pp. 522-
523 (1826). 

Adam, William, Letter to D1·. Tucke1:man 
of Bos ton. Vol. V, p. 176 ( 1828). 

Notice of the writ ings of Rammohun Roy 
and William Adam. Vol. V, p 177 t1828). 

"Unitarian Mission at Calcutta." [ Dis
cusses Rammohuu R oy's school and 
charity. ] Vol. V, p. 175 (1828). 

Comment on Rammohun Roy. [Extract 
fl·om the Christian Reformer of London; 
a t'so quotations from :Roy's w ritings and 
an extract from a letter. written by 
him .]" . Vol. V, pp. 94-95 (1828). 

"On the Be ngal Miss ion of Mr. Adam." 
Vol. V, pp. 425-427, 353-356 (1828). 
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13. "Unitarian Mission at Calcutta.'' [Report 
of a meeting.] Vol. V, pp. 267-269 
(1828). 

• 14. Notice of receiving a ''large number of 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

pamphlets p1·inted at Calcutta by the 
last arrival from India." Vol. IV, p. 
96 {1827). 

A review of "Sermons Preached in 
England,'' and "Sermons Preached in 
India," by the Reverend Reginald 
Heber. Bishop of Calcutta. [The review 
calls Rammohun Roy a "great native 
missionary.''] Vol. VII, pp. 212-229 
(1830). -"Lecture on Liberty.'' [Rammohun Roy 
is used as an example of the new type 
of reformer who uses "candor and 
meekness" as weapons.] Vol. VII, p. 20 
( 1830). 

A reference to the Asiat't'c Journal and 
Monthly Register for British India mzd 
its Dependencies, wherein that pariodi
cal is spoken of as though it weee 
commonly read in America. Vol. VI 
n. s., p. 54 (1831). 

A review of the Life of William Roscoe by 
his son, Henry Roscoe, London ed., 
T. Cadell, 1833 ; Amerian ed., Boston, 
Russell, Odiorne, and Metcalf, 1833. 
Vol. XI n. s .. pp. 273~304 (1834). • 

19. A review of Mr. Aspland's sermon;: Vol. 
T. S. I (XIX), pp. 32i-327 (1836). 

20. A review of Dt·. Lant Carpenter's 
"Harmony of the Gospels.'' Vol. T. S. 
II (XX), pp. 270-271 ( 1836). 

21. A review of Howard Malcom's Travels in 
South Eastem Asia ... , Boston, Gould, 
Kendall and Lincoln, 1839. [ The 
review quotes the unfavorable comment • 
on Rammohun Roy contained in this 
book, pp. 387-397.]• Vol. XXVI, pp. 378-

• 404. • 
Libraries : 

CTY, DLC, MB, Ml'l . MHi . NN (Complete) 
MUS (Complete :ftom 1824) 
NNU (in part\ 
RPBC (Vols. 1-83, 85-87) 
MAT (1824-1825 ; acquired before 1827) 

• 

• 

• 
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10. Christian Herald and S ea men's Magazine. Th e. 
New York, 1816-1824. 

1. " Burning of a Widow in Bengal~" [An 
account of Rammohun Roy.J Vol. V, 
pp. 201-203 (1818-1819). 

Libraries : 
NNU (Vols. 1 (10-ll]l 
MH (ln part.) 
NT (1816- 1822l 
NHS (1 816-1822) • 
MB (In par t > 
CtY (In part) 
NNT (181ti-1821) 

11. Cll rislian 111q11irer [Unita ri a n]. New York, Janu
ary 1!), 1825 - Jul y J, 1827 . Merged with the Olive 
Branch, 1827 . 

• 

• 

• 

1. "Ra mmohun Roy and Lh e Columbian Star.'' 
Vol. In. s ., p. 158 (1826). 

2. N otice and ·advert isement of the New 
York edition of Rammohun Roy's 
"Precepts of Jesus." 

(a) "Precepts of Jesus,'' bound with 
plate, $2.25 ; boards, $2.00 ; 
without plate, $1.75. 

(b) "Precepts of Jesus,'' $2.25, ~2.00, 
$1. 75. Al so sets of Unitarian 
Miscellany, copies of Christian 
Examiner for sale . 

Vol. I, p. 336 ( May 27, 1826 ) ; Vol. I, 
p. 368 (June 3, J 826). 

[Advertisement of Rammohun Roy's 
"Precepts," and also of the Chris
tian Exam i11 er, is likewise found 
in vol. I, p. 384 (June 17 ), p, 400 
(June 24); Vol. II, p. 16 (July 8 ), 
p. 48 ( Ju.ly 22 ), p. 80 ( August 5 ), 
p. 96 (Augus t 12), p. 112 (August 19), 

• p. 144 (September 2), p. 160 (Septem-
• ber 9 ) , p. 192 ( September 23 ) , 

p. 208 {September ~0), p. 224 (Octo
ber 7), p. 240 (October 14), p. 256 
(October 21) , p. 272 (Octobet· 28).J 

3. Religious Intelligence ; Mr. Adam of 
Calcutta. Vol. I, pp. 358-359 (June 10, 
18~6). 
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4. Adam, William, Lette1·. [ Concerns the 
conversion of Mr. Adam to Unitarian~ 
ism, by Rammohun Roy whom he had 
set out to convert to Christianity. The 
letter was lent to the Christian Inquirer 
by a "Scottish Friend.''] 

5. Letter from India. [Concerns the Uni
tarian mission in India. Tl1ese letters 
are frequent, the paper states.]. 

6. Mention ~f. and comment on, Rammohun 
Roy's Anglo-Hindu school. Vol. II, 
p. 1 (October 28, 1826). 

Libraries: 
NN 
CtY 
DLC 
MB 

(Vols. 1 [2)) 
(Vols. [2] u.s 12-3]) 
(Vd!.o. Ill n.s. 3) 
(Broken) 

-

12. Ghristirm Journal and Literary Register, The. 
New York. 1817-1830. 

1. ''The Cause of Christianity in India.; 
Vol, I, p. 365 (1817). Reprinted from 
the British Review. 

z. "Burning of Hindoo Widows Abolished." 
Vol. XIV, p. 253 (1830). Reprinted, in 
part, from the Morning Herald. 

Libraries: 

NN (Complete) 
NHS (Complete) 
NT (Complete) 
NMT (1817-lSIS) 
NNU (In part) 
CtY (In part) 

• 

13. Christian Magazine, The. Providence, Rhode Island, 
1824-1827. 

1, "Mission at Serampore.'' [A review of 
American missions in India. ] Vol. I, 
p. 280 ( 1824). Reprinted from the 
London Missionary_ Register, January, 
February, 1825. • • 

• 
Libraries : • 

CtY (Complete) 
MB (Complete) • 
NN (Complete) 
DLC (Vol8. 2-4) 
MH (Vols. [3-4) ) 
NNU (Vols. 1 [3] ) .. 

• 

• 
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14. Christian Register. Boston, founded April 20, 1821. 

-

• 

• 

• 

• 

13 

1. "Unitarian Christianity in India.'' [ Note 
on Rammohun Roy. ] Vol. 1, p. 2 
(April 20, 1821). 

2. Note on Cummings and Hillard, Boston. 
Vol. I. pp. 27, 43 (September 14, 1821.) 

3. N obice of the recention of London 
papers. Vol. I, pp. · 27, 43 (September 
14, 1821). • 

4. "R:~.mmohun Roy.'' Quotations from a 
letter of Southwood Smith, dated 
London, September 17, 1821 ; also from 
a letter from "a friend" in Calcutta, 
dated November 27, 1821. Rammohun 
Roy is called a Unitarian but not a 
Christian. The writer states that he 
"will endeavor to get a few of his [ i .e., 
Roy 's ] books to send you." Vol. I, 
p. 57 (November 23, 1821). 

5. A review of certain wri t ings of Ram~ 
mobun Roy, from the English editions 
of 1817. Includes comment on: 

(a) Letter from Rammohun Roy 
to the editor of the Christian 
Register, David Reed. 

(b) "The Precepts of Jesus," 1820 
edition . 

(c) Dr. Marshman's reply and "A 
Christian Missiona1·y's Re
marks on 'The Precepts of 
J esus'.'' Also Marshman's 
comments, as editor of the 
Friend of India, on ''An Appeal 
to the Christian Public in 
Defence of the 'Precepts of 
Jesus' .'' 

(d) Quotation from Monthl)} Re-
• positor)}. 

(e) • Comment on th~ controversy 
by means of a review which 
llfld appea red in the Monthl:y 
Repositor]l . 

(f) Mention cf Rammohun Roy's 
introduction to the Christian 
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Register by the "late lamented 
Dr. Thc,mson of Halifax.'' 

December 7, 1821, pp. 65-66 (Front 
page article, occupies six 
columns). 

6. "The Tndian Controversy.'' [Expresses 
doubt of the success of the Indian 
mtsswn ; accuses Roy of over-em
phasizing the sectarian side. ] Vol. I, 
pp. 6•-67 (December 7, 1821). 

7. List of agencies of the Unitarian Miscellany 
in New England. Vol. I, p. 67 
(December 7, 1821). - • 

8. "Review of the Indian Controversy.'' 
f Letter by Rammohun Roy to a 
Colonel of the Mahratta war, dated 
September 5, 1820.] Vol. I, p. 81 
(January 4, 1822). Reprinted from 
the Monthly Repository and the Morning • 
Chronicle. 

9. "Burning of Widows." [Notes -on 
Rammohun Roy's tracts on the 
subject. J Vol. I, p. 110 (February 22, 
1822). 

1(\ Quotation from Fox's lecture on Unitari
anism delivered in London. [ Mention 
of Rammohun Roy; quotation from 
Mr. Belsham's introduction to the 
letter of Mr. William Roberts which •, · 
contains a summary of Roy's religious 
creed. ] Vol. I, p. 129 (March 29, 
1822). 

11. "Religious Intelligence." [ States that the 
committee, including Dr. Thomas Rees 
and Mr. Belsham, is in direct commu
nication with the work at Madras. 
Mentions Mr. William Roberts' letter 
concerning India. • 

(a) Mention of Mr. Roberts' letter, 
Christian• Reformer, November, 

• 1821. • . 

(b) MenW.on of Rammohun f{oy's 
":Elrecepts of Jesus." 

(c) Notice of Rammoll41n Roy's 
"Appeal to the Christia~ 
Public.'' 

• 



.. 

RAMMOHUN ROY IN PERIODICALS 99. 

(d) Discussion of the Unitarian 
controversy. ] 

Vol. I, p. 147 (May 10, 1822). (Two r.,plumns 
on front page.) 

12. Adam, Willi am, Sermon. [Extracts from 
the sermon delivered by Mr. Adam at 
the first meeting of the Unitarian 
congregation at Calcutta ; a lso dis
cussion of the relati onship between 
Rammohun ~oy and William Adam.] 
Vol. I, p. 158 (May 17, 1822). (Occupies 
three-fourths of a page space.) 

13. Adam, William, An editorial. Vol. I, 
p. 158 (May 17, 1822). 

14. "Missionaries m India." [Unfavorable 
comment on Rammohun Roy from the 
Boston Recorder. Comment m defence 
of Roy from the Christian Register. 
Mention of the "Second Appeal'' as 
being "now before us," and of the 
editor's intention to "give our readers 
a more full and perfect acquaintance 
with this extra-ordinary production ."] 
Vol. I , p. 170 (June 7, 1822) . ( Three 
columns. ) 

15. A review of Rammohun Roy's "Second 
Appeal to the Christian Public in 
Defence of 'The Precepts of Je!lu s '," 

• with extracts from Chapter I. Vol. I, 
p . 186 (July 5, 1822). (Two columnR:) 

16. Rammohun Roy, "Natural Inferiority of 
th e Son to the F at her," Chapter II of 
"Second Appeal to the Christian Public 
in defence of 'The Precepts of Jesus'." 
Vol. I, p. 188 (July 12, 1822). 

17. Rammohun Roy, Chapters III and IV of 
"Second Appeal to the Christian Public 
in Defence of 'The Precepts of Jesus'." 
Vol. I, p. 190 (July I9, 1822) . 
• 

18. Ramfnohun Roy, Chapt,flr V of "Second 
• Appeal to the Christian Public in 

Defenee of 'The Precepts of Jesus'." 
Vol. I,~- 198 (July 26, 1822) . 

• 
19. Adam, William, Letter to Dr. William E. 

Channing. (Speaks of Rammohun Roy's 
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influence and his "Second Appeal.''] 
Vol. I, p. 198 (July 26, 1822). 

20. Rammohun Roy, Chapters VI of "Second 
Appeal to the Christian Public in 
Defence of 'The Precepts of Jesus'." 
Vol. I, p. 202 (August 2, 1822), (One 
column.) 

21. Editorial. [Mention of Rammohun Roy's 
"Second Appeal to the Christian Public 
in Defence of 'The Precepts of Jesus'.''] 
Vol. I, p. 206 (August 9, 1822). (Two 
columns.) 

22. Rammohun Roy, Extracts from "Sec~ 
Appeal to the Christian Public in 
Defence of 'The Precepts of Jesus'." 
[ Extracts deal with the Trinitarian 
doctrine.] Vol. II, p. 1 (August 16, 
1822). (Front page article.) 

23. Rammohun Roy, "The Double Nature 
of Christianity,'' from "Second Appeal 
to the Christian Public in Defence~f 
'The Precepts of Jesus'." Vol. II, p. 5, 
(August 23, 1822.) (Front page article.) 

• 

24. Rammohun Roy, Extracts from the 
Appendix of "Second Appeal to the 
Christian Public in defence of 'The 
Precepts of Jesus'.'' [ D!scussion and. 
criticism of certain Old Te~tament 4 

material contained in the New Testa
ment.] Vol. II, p. 9 (August 30, 1822). 
(Front page article.) 

25. A review of (a) "The Doctrine of Trini
tarianism." (b) "Sermons on the 
Unity of God." Vol. II. p. 18 (Septem
ber 13, 1822). 

26. "The Simple and Practical Supremacy • 
of the Unitarian Christian Doctrine." 
Vol. II, p. 21 ~September 20, 1822). 
Reprinted from .the Christian Reformer 
with extracts from the Trinit~rian 
Review. 

• 
27. ''Widow Burning." Vol. II, p. 4Q (Novem· 

ber 1, 182:2). Reprinted from the. 
Calcutta f ournal. 
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28. "Widow Burning." Vol. II, p. 50 (N ovem
ber 8, 1822). Reprinted from the 
Calcutta Journal, February 8, 182:. 

29. Rammohun Roy, Letter to "a gentleman 
of this city [i. e., Boston ] ." [The 
letter was lent to the Christian Register. 
The article includes also a discussion 
of certain pamphlets by Rammohun 
Roy and one by Dr. Channing, as 
follows : 

• 
(a) Speech delivered by William E. 

Channing at the ordination of 
Mr. Sparks. Calcutta reprint. 

(b) Three different numbers of the 
Brahmunical Magazine called the 
Missionar}) and the Brahmin, 
published in Bengali with an 
English translation on the 
adjoining page. The Christian 
Register is apparently unaware 
of the ·fact that the publication 
is by Rammohun Roy. 

(c) "Brief Remarks regarding · 
Modern Encroachments on the 
Ancient Rights of Females, 
according to the Hindoo Law 
of Inheritance," by Rammohun 
Roy.] 

• Vol. II, p. 107 (February 14, 1823). · 

30. "Unitarianism in Calcutta." [A criticism 
of an account which purports to be a 
letter from a gentlemen in Calcutta. 
William Adam and Rammohun Roy 
ar.e mentioned, and Unitarianism is 
called Socinianism and a "present 
fashion."] Vol. II, p. 110 (February 21, 
1823). Reprint from the Gospel 
Advocate. 

:H. "Hi.ndoo Female Rights." Vol. II, p. 117 
(March 7, 1823). (Front page article.) 

• 
:32. "William Adam and Rammohun Roy.'' 

Vol. 1\ p. 138 (March 7, 1823). 

• 33. "Correspondence. [A letter written by 
Rammohun Roy to David Reed, 
answering certain questions that had 

• 
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been propounded in a letter from Reed 
to Rammohun Roy. The letter states 
that it is accompanied by certain 
publications: 

(a) Extracts from the Missionar)} 
Works published toward the 
end of the preceding year. 

(b) Extracts from the Bengal 
Auxiliar)} Chronicle, 1823, where-

• in complaint is made that 
people are being led a way by 
•·socinian principles.'' 

(c) Fifth Annual Report of _. 
Calcutta Baptist Missionary 
Society, January 10, 1823. 

(d) "Humble Suggestions to his 
Countrymen who Believe in the 
One True God," by Prusunnu 
Koomar Thakoor l i. e. Ham- • 
mohun Roy]. Only an extract 

34. 

is here given, but it is evident 
from David Roed's comme~t 
that he was very familiar with 
the contents of the whole 
essay. 

Vol. III, p. 154 (May 7, 1824). 

"Sera:npore Mission." [Quotation of a letter. 
from Mr. Carey.] Vol. III, p. 1!li! (May 
7, 1824). 

35. A review of "Humble Suggestions to his 
Countt·ymen who Believe in the One 
True God," ?rusunnu Koomar Thakoor 
[i.e. Rammohun Roy], Calcutta, 1823. 
Vol. III, p. 157 (May 14, 1824 ). (One 
and one-half columns, front page.) 

36. "William Adam." [Article demanding 
aid for William Adam and giving • 
praise to his work.] Vol. III, p. 158 
(May 14, 1824). • • 

37. Adam, William, Letter to David R~ed. 
[Notes the fQunding of the Unitarian 
Repositor)} ~tnd Christian 1Y1iscellan)} by 
Adam in Calcultta. Reed st~tes that 
he has just received four numbers of. 
this publication, and e:ives extracts 

• 



• 
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from various articles.] Vol. III, p. 170 
(June 4, 1824). 

i\8. ExLracts from the Annual Report of the 
Calcutta Baptist Missionary Society. 
[This is the pamphlet received from 
Rammohun Roy.j Vol. III, p. 170 
(June 4, 1824). 

39. "Establishment of the Unitarian Chapel 
in Calcutta." [Discussion of the Ram
mohun Roy-Marshman controversy.] 
Vol. III, p. 1~2 (June 25, 1824). Re
printed fron the Unitarian Repository of 
Calcutta. 

40. "Hindoo Idolatry." Vol. III, p. 185 (July 
2, 1824). (One column, front page.) 
Repinted from the Unitarian Repository. 

41. Discuss ion of "The Prospects of Ch:-is
tianity and the Means of Promoting 
it in India," by Rammohun Roy. [The 
a rticle notes tha t this work was "just 
published in this c ity ." It gives the 
history of the movement which caused 
certain questions to be asked of William 
Adam and Rammohun Roy (April 24, 
1823 ) ; states that the replies to these 
questions were received on December 24, 
1823 and February, 1824; and gives 
extracts from the replies of Adam.] 
Vol. III, p. 202 (July 30, 1824). 

42. Adam, William, and Henry Ware, ' 'The 
Prospects of Christianity m India." 
[Quotations from the letter of William 
Adam, December 24, 1823, and that of 
Henry Ware, April 24, 1823.] Vol. III. 
p. 205 (August 6, 1824). (Front page.) 

43. Adam, William, "Answers to the questions 
of Henry Ware." [Extracts given.J 
Vol. III, p. 210 (August 13, 1824.) 

44 . Ad~m, William, "Answers to the questions 
of Henry Ware. " rExtracts given.] 
Vol. ~II, p, 214 (Augu~t 20, 1824). 

45. Adam, William, "Answers to the ques
tions of Henry Ware. [Extracts given.] 
Vol. III, p. 218 (August 27, 1824.) 





• 

• 
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52. Adam, William, Answers to Questions 
VIII and IX of the "Prospects of 
Christianity ... in India." Vol. III, 
p. 237 (October 1, 1824). (Two atJd one
th~rd columns.) 

53. Adam, Willia m, Answer to Question X 
of the "Prospects of Christianity ... in 
India.'' Vol. III, p, 34:5 (October 15, 
1824). (Front page.) 

54. Adam, William, ·~n the Causes of Failure 
of Missionary Exertions in India," 
Part I. Vol. III, p. 349 (October 22, 
1824). (Front page.) 

55 . Adam, William, "On tbe Causes of Failure 
of Missionary Exertions in India," 
Part II. Vol. III, p. 353 ( October 29, 
1824). (Front page.) 

56. Adam, William, "On the Causes of Failure 
of Missionary Exer tions in India," 
Part III. Vol. III, p. 357 (November 5, 
1824:). (Front page.) 

57. "William Adam not a Christian." Vol. 
III, p. 373 (December 3, 1824). Re
printed from the Washington Gazette. 

58. Adam, William, "Christianity in India." 
Vol. III, p. 373 (December 3, 1824). 
(Front page.) 

59. Ad am, William, "Christianity in India. '' 
Vol. III, p. 377 (December 10, 1824:). 
(One and one-half columns, front page.) 

60. Hammohun Roy, Letter to Thomas Rees. 
[Letter dated June 4, 1824. With 
discussion and summary of Rees' 
comment.] Vol. IV, p. 21 (February 12, 
1825). (Front page.) Reprinted from 
the Afonthly Repository, November 19, 
1824. 

61. Edi to1W.al. [Commendation of William 

62. 

Ada l\1 and Hammohun _Roy.] Vol. IV, 
p. 106 (July 9, 1825). (Two columns.) 

Editorial. •[.Editorial on Rammohun Roy. 
Comments and quotations from the 
India Gazette and the Unitarian Repository. 
Comment: "J3ut few of the reading 
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63. 

64. 

65. 

public, either in this country or in 
England can n ow be ignorant of the 
talents and character of this distin
guished Asia tic.''] Vol. IV, p. 181 
November 19, 1825). (One and one-half 
columns, front page.) 

"Superstitions of the East -Suttee.'' Vol. 
IV, p. 206 (December 31, 1825). 

Review of the "Precepts of Jesus," and an 
acco~nt of the life and writings of 
R.ammohun Roy. Vol. V, p 1 (January 
7, 1826). Reprinted from the New York 
Review of Novembe1·, 1825. -Advertisement. ["The Precepts of Jesus ... ," 
by Rammohun Roy, for sale at the 
Christian Register Office. New York, B. 
Bates edition, 1825.] Vol V, p. 39 
(March 11, 1826). 

66. "The Indian Press.'' [Quotations from the 
Friend of India of May, 1825.] Vol. V, 
p. 41 (March 18, 1826). Two and <»~
half columns, front page. 

67. Adve1·Lisement. "fThe Precepts of Jesus ... ," 
by Rammohun Roy, New York edition, 
for sale at the Christian Register Office.] 
Vol. V, p. 44 (March 18, 1826). 

• 

68. ~'The Indian P1·ess." Vol. V, pp. 45, 49• 
March 2'i, April], 1826). One eolumn; • 
one and one-half columns,"re,:pectively. 

69. Advertisement . l"The P1·ecepts of Jesus ... ,'' 
by Rammohun Roy, New .York edition, 
for sale at the Christian Register Office.] 
Vol. V, pp. 48, 51, 53 (March 25, April 
1, April 8, L826_). 

70. 

• 

Adverti.;;ement. ["Appeal to the Chris
tian Public in Defence of the 'Precepts • 
of Jesus','' by Rammohun Roy, for 
sale at the C~ristian Register Office ; 
also "a few copies of an engraved 
likeness" of R unmohun Roy:] Vor. V, 
p. 67 (April 2~, 1826). _ 

71. Notice of the "Theological Circulating 
Library," 81, Washington St1·eet, at • 



• 
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the Christian Register Headquarters. 
(The stock as here advertised includes : 

(a) "Appeal to the Chri sLi:l.n 
Public .... ," by Rammohfm Roy. 
1 copy. 

· (b) Christian Observer. Etc . ] 
Vol. V. p. 72 (May 6, 1826). 

72. "The I'resent State •~nd Prospects of 
Christianity in Calcutta." [Review of 
an article in the Christian Examiner.] 
Vol. V, p. 73 (~ay 13, 1826). 

n. "O riginal Communications." [ Evalua
tion of Unitarianism, m ention of 
Wil !iam Adam, and discussion of 
wh ether Ol' not Rammohun Roy is a 
Christian.] Vol. V, p. 78 (May 20, 
1826). (Two columns). 

74. Advertisement. [ "Appeal to the. Chris
tian Public ... ," by Rammohun Roy, 
for sale at the Christian Register office.] 
Vol. V, p. 88 (June 3, 1826). 

75. Advertisement. ["Appeal to t he Chri's
tian Public ... ,'' by Rammohun Roy, 
for sa le at the Christian Register Office.] 
Vol. V, p. 96 (June 17, 1826). 

76. Advertisement. [''Appea l to the Chris
tian Public ... ," by Rammohun Roy, 
fo 1· sale at th e Christian Register Office; 
a lso the Unitarian Miscellany and "odd 
numbers" of the Christian Register and 
Unitarian Miscellany. ] Vol. V, p. 100 
(June 24, 1826). 

?7. Advertisement. [Complete sets of the 
Unitarian Miscellany announced for sale.] 
Vol. V, p. 104 (;July 1, 1826). 

'18. Announcement. [ Odd numbers of the 
Christian Disciple bought and sold at the 
Christian Register Office. Complete sets 
of the Christian Register for sale.] Vol. V, 
p. 107 (July 8, 1826). 

79. Adve.rtisement. [ "Appe~l to the Chris
tian fublic ... , '' by Rammohun Roy, 
for sale at the Christian Register Office ; 
also a picture of Roy. ] Vol. V, 
p. 108 (July 8, 1826). 
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80. Advertisement. ["Unitarianism in India,'' 
as well as complete sets of the 
Christian Examiner and the Unitarian 
Miscellan'J), for sale at the Christian 
Register Office. ] Vo). V, p. 143 
(September 9, 1826). 

81. Quotations from the Asiatic Journal. 
Vol. V, November 4, November 11, 
1826. 

82. Adverti.iement. [ Proposal of "publica
tion by subscription of the writings of 
Rammohun Roy, of Calcutta, relative 
to the doctrines of Christiani~ 
including : 

(a) "The Precepts of Jesus" 
(b) "The First, Second, and Final 

Appeal::s to the Christian 
Public" 

Conditions : The book to be between • 
550 and 600 pages in length, and to sell 
for $2.25 per copy ; other copies with 
an engraved portrait of Rammohan 
Roy to sell for $2.50. The work to be 
published as soon as there are enough 
subscribers. 

83. 

A testimony "to the value of the 
writings of this distinguished man will 
show in what estimation they are held. 
by learned theologians of ~ur own 
country.'' 

(a) A letteJ• of testimony, dated 
February 14, 1827, from 
Andrews Norton to David 
Reed. 

(b) Testimony of Henry Ware, 
dated February 24, 1827. ) 

Vol. VI, p. 31 (February 24, 1827]. 

Advertisement. [Proposed edition of the 
works of Rammolll1n Roy. Testimonial 
by Dr. J . Tuck.erman here included.] 
Vol. VI, p. 35 (March 3, 1827). • 

84. Advertisemenl;.· [ Proposed edition of 
the works of Rammohup Roy. ] 
Vol. VI, p. 39 (March 10, 1827). 

• 
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85. Advertisement. [ Prc, posed edition of 
the works of Rammohun Roy. ] 
Vol. IV, pp. 56, etc. (March 17, 
March 31, April 7, 1827). 

86. Advertisement. [ Proposed edition of 
the works of Rammohun Roy.] Vol. VI, 
p. 60 (April 14, 1827). 

-87. "Defence of Rammohun Roy against 
those who cla im he is not a Chris
tian.'' [ Directed against the Christian 
Watchman.] V~l. VI, p. 62 (April21, 1827). 

88. "Foreign Intelligence." [Quotations from 
tbe Bengal Hurkaru. "By the polite
ness of a gentleman who came passen
ger m the Ma rs from Calcutta, we 
have been favored with the perusal 
of the files of the Bengal Hurkaru." ] 
Vol. VI, p. 63 ( April 21, 1827). 

89. "Defence of R ammohun Roy.'' [Against 
the attacks of the Christian Watchman. 
Also quotations from a letter written 
by Rammohun Roy to "a gentlema~1 in 
this country and politely forwarded to us 
during the past week," dated Calcutta, 
December 28, 1824.] Vol. VI, p. 66 
(April 28, 1827). 

90. Advertisement. [Proposed edition of the 
works of Rammohun Roy.] Vol. VI, 
p. 68 (April 28, 1827) . 

91. "How can Christianity be extended in 
India ?'' [The article represents Ram
mohun Roy as the ideal mi ssionary 
type.] Vol. VI, p. 74 (May 12, 1827). 
(Two and one-half columns.) 

92.. Advertisement. [Proposed edition of the 
works of Rammohnn Roy.] Vol. VI, 
p. 76 (May 12, 1827 ). 

93. Note on William Ward of Medford, re~ 
cen tly deceased . Vol. VI, p. 83 (May 
2'6, 1827) . . 

94. Advertisement. [Th e Th~ologicalReading 
Room, 81 W ash ington Street, announ
ces that it is "fui·nished with late files 
of Engli sh periodical works, etc."] Vol . 
VI, p. 82 (May 26, 1827). 
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95. Heber, Reginald, Bishop of Calcutta, 
Extract from a letter. [ Concei'J)S 
Rammohun Roy and India in generai.l 
Vol. VI, p. 154 (September 2[), 1827). 
Reprinted from the Quarterly Review of 
March, 1827. 

96. Advertisement. [Proposed edition of the 
works of Rammohun Roy.] Vol. VI 
(June 2, 7, 16, 23, 30, July 7, August 11, 
1827) . 

• 
97. Heber, Reginald, Bishop of Calcutta, 

[continued]. Extracts from a lettet· 
Vol. VI (October 6, 1827). - .. 

98. Account of the labors of William Adam 
since he received monetary aid; dis
cussion of Rammohun Roy's Anglo
Hindu school, and a defence of Roy. 
Includes quotations from Bishop Heber 
on Roy. Vol. VI, p. 182 (November 17, • 
1827). 

99. Heber, Reginald, Bishop of Calcutt!, 
Extracts from letter dated April, 1826. 
Vol. VI, p. 188 (November 24, 1827). 

100. Announcement. [New agency of the 
Christian Register established in Georgia.] 
Vol. VII, p. 44 (March 15, 1828). 

101. 

102. 

Announcement. fThe theological ~ritings 
of Rammohun Roy, the celebrated 
Hindoo Brahmin, "just published at 
the office of the Christian Register and 
sold at the book stores generally."] Vol. 
VII, p. 47 (March 2?, 18~' 8). 

Advertisement. [The newly published 
works of Rammohun Roy.] Vol. VII, 
pp. 51, 55, 63, 66, 71, 72, 76 (March 29, 
April 5, 19, 26, May 3, 10, 1828). 

103. Review of the pubW.shed works of Ram
mohun Roy. Vo~. VII, p. 82 (May 24, 
1828). • . 

104. "Calcutta Unit!l.rian Mission.'' Vol. VII, 
p. 83 (May 31, 1828). Reprin,ed from 
the Bengal Hurkaru. 

• 
• 

• 
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105. 

106. 

107. 

Rammohun Roy, "Answer -of .a Hindoo ... " 
[A tract just received from Calcutta, 
signed "Cbundru-Shekhur Dev.] Vol. 
VII, p. 89 (June 7, 1828). 

R eview of the works of Rammonun R oy. 
Vol. VII, p. 91 (June 7, 1828). 

Tuckerman, J., "Second Memoir of th e 
Calcutta Unita rian Committee.'' [Ex
tracts.] Vol. VII, p. 94 (June 14, 1828) . 

• 
108. Advertisement. [The wo.rks of Ram 

mohun Roy; adv e rtisement repeated 
·from issu e of June 7. Al so a review of 
hi s works.] Vol. VII, p. 95 (June 14, 
1828). (One column.) 

109. Tuckerman, J., "Second Memoir of the 
Ca lcutta ' Unitarian Committee." [Ex
tracts.l Vol. VII, p. 97 (June 21, 1828). 
(Two and 'one-half co lumns.) 

·110. Unitaria n Mission ' in· Calcutta, "Native 
Service" Vol. VII, p . .lOl (June 28, 
1828). (On e and ono-half columns, 

_ fr ont page.) 

111. Adve rtise ment. [Works of Hammohnn 
R oy, and review, as in former iss ue .J 
Vel. VII, p. 104 (June 28, 1828). 

112. _ -"Unitarian Mission in Calcutta-Eclu
cat,ion.'' Vol, VII, p. 109 (July 12, 
1828). 

113. "Unitarian Mis!'ion in Ca lcutta-Library .' ' 
Vol. Vll, p. 113 (July 19, 1828). 

114 . "Unitarian Missio n in Ca lcutta-Funds." 

115. 

Vol. VII, p. 121 (August 2, 1828). 

"Vindication of Rammohnn Roy." [An 
a rticle written for the Christian Register 
by the editor of the Christian Examiner 
di'tected against the Episcopalian Church 
Renister. The article . in the Church 
R egister which gave rise to the contro
versy, dnd which wes reprinted in "the 
leading • orthodox papers," is here 
quoted.] Vol. VII, p. 170 (October 25, 
1828). 
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116. Adam, William, Letter to the Foreign 
Sect·etary of the Unitarian Association. 
[Extracts.] Vol. VII, p. 177 (N ovem her 
8, 1828). (Front pa~e). 

117. Advertisement. [Newly published edition 
of the theologic~l works of Rammohun 
Roy.] Vol, VTII, p. 83 (May 23, 1829). 

118. "Anglo-Indian School.'' [Account of an 
Examination.] Vol. VIII. p. 175 
(October 31, 1829) . • 

119. "Rammohun Roy's proposed trip to 
England." Vol. IX, p. 39 (March 6, 
1830). ··- • 

120. "Rammohun Roy and the Abolition of 
Suttee: · [Quotation from the Bengal 
Hurqaru which contained a letter from 
Frances K. Martin, dated November 26, 
1829. The article reviews Roy's part 
in the reform movement which cul- • 
minated in the abolition of this practice.] 
Vol. IX, p. 61 (Aprill7, 1830). 

121. Account of Rammohun Roy in EnglanCI 
and a biography of his early years. 
[From the Christian Pioneer.] Vol. X, 
p 97 (June 18, 1830). (Two and one
half columns, front page.) 

. 122. Report. [Concerns the British and Foreign 
Unitarian Association Meeting. Gives • 
an account of Rammohun Roy's~eech.] 
Vol. X, p. 125 (August 6, 1830). (Four 
columns, one devoted to Roy.) 

123. 

124. 

"Intelligence from England." [Letter 
from the English Unitarian Association 
on Rammohun Roy for the purpol!e of 
correcting the statements made in the 
Morning Chronicle. Quotes Roy's note 
to the editor of the London Times.} 
Vol. X, p. 128 (August 6, 1830). (Two 
columns.) 

"Rammohun Roy in England." [Letters 
• from a Unitariarf clergyman on Ram

mohun Roy, dated (a) LiverpOlll, 
_,:\pril19, 1830,•aud (b) Liverpool, April 
29, 1830. T!1e meeting of William 
Roscoe and Rammohun Roy is •describ
ed.} Vol. X, p. 130 (August 13, 1830). • 

• • 

• 
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125. ''Hammohun Roy on the Government and 
R eligion of India." [A review of the 
llfonthl)) Repositor))'s review of Roy's 
"Exposition of the Judicial and ~evenue 
Systems of India .... " and his "Trans
la tio n of Sever al Principal Boob, 
P assages, and Tex ts of the Veds."] 
Vol. Xf, p. 177 (November 10, 1832). 

126. Fitzclarence, Lieutenant-Colonel, Quota
tion from journal of a Route across India 
.. . , London, '-819. l Quotation of the 
sect ion that deals with Rammohuu 
R oy.] Vol. XII, p. 122 (July 13. 1833). 
Reprinted from the Select journal. 

127. Mention of Henry R oscoe's Life of William 
Roscoe, Russell, Odiorne and Company, 
Boston. Vol. XIf, p. lLO (July 13, 1833). 
Reprinted from the Select journal. 

128. ' ;Death of Rammohun Roy." [An account 
of R a mmohun Roy's a tt it ud e toward 
America.] Vol. XII, p. 183 (November 
16, 1833). 

129. "Biographical Sketch of Rammohun Roy.'' 
Vo l. XII, p. 186 (November 23, 1833). 
Reprinted from the London Atheneaum. 

130. Fox, The Reverend W. J ., ''Discourse on 
Death of Rammohun Roy.'' [Lecture 
delivered at F insbury Chapel, London, 
October 13, 1833. ] Vol. XII l, p. 45 
(March 22, 1834). (Covers ent ire front 
page and one and one-half columns of 
fo llowing page .) 

131. Martinneau, Harriet, '·Hymn on Ram
mohun Roy.'' Vol. X III, p. 52 (March 
29, 1834). 

132. A rev1ew of Dr. Lant Ca rpenter's Review 
of the Life, Labours and Character of 
Rajah Rammohun Ro)) ... , Bristol, 
1833. [ The volume contains quota
t~ns . fro m Dr. Tuckerman's . le tter 
in •the "Appendix."] • Vol. XIII, p. 62 
(April 19, 1834.) 

133. Comment • on the Ra rnm ohun Roy bio
graphy by Dr. Lant Carpenter ; abo 
comment on a letter written by the 
Re.verend John Foster to Dr. Carpenter, 
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134. 

135. 

136. 

Stapleton, Octobe1· 14, 1833. ( This 
letter is included in the published 
work hy Carpenter. ] Vol. XIII, 
p. 61 ( April19, 1834). Reprinted from 
the Christian Watchman. 

"Rammohun Roy.'' [ A discussion of 
Roy. ] Vol. XIII, p. 48 (November 1, 
1834.) 

Notice o~ a meeting held at the Town 
Hall ein Calcutta in commemoration 
of Rammohun Roy. Vol. XIII, p. 48 
(November 1, 1834). Reprinted from 
the India Gazette. 

"Rammohun Roy.'' (A discussion of the 
religious controversy in which Roy was 
involved. Quotes from the Christian 
Obser\ler.] Vul. XIV, p. 94, (January 24, 
1835). 

Libraries: 
MUS (Complete) 
MH (Complete! 
MSA <Complete) 
NN (Broken) 
MHi (Broken) 
MAT 

• 

15. Christian Watchman. Worcester, Boston, New York. 
1819- Baptist. Became the Watchman-Observer. 

1. "Rammohun Roy." September 11, 1824, 
p. J 59. • 

• 

2. "Rammohun Roy." f Rammohur~Roy not •, 
a Christian.] April 20, 1827, p. 78. 

3. "Rammohun Roy." (Rammohun Roy not 
a Christian.] May 4, 1827, p. 87. 

4. List of agencies. January 16; 1829, p. 12. 

5. "Rajah Rammohun Roy." [Letter of 
John Foster, dated Stapleton, October 
14, 1824, quoted entire; comment on 
the letter by Dr. Lant Carpenter and • 
the editor.] April 3, 1834. (One and 
one-half columns,.front page,} 

Lib~ries: 
CtY <Vol~. 78-85, 87-92- ) 
DLC (Broken) • 
MB (Vols. 20-"3, 75-!;l3) 
MHi (Broken) 
NN (Broken) 
MH (Complete from 1850 on) 

L (Complete) 

• 

• 
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16. M etlzodist Revie»J [Quarterly]. New York, founded 
1818. 

• 

1. "The Brahma Samaj." [Discus~on of 
Rammohnn Roy. pp. 400-404.] Vol. 
XXVII, pp. 400-414 (1867). 

2. "Brahmoism: it;;; History and Claims.'' 
Vol. XXI, 'P'P· 638-6<17 (1861). 

Libraries: 
CtY (Vols. 1-13, 15-20, 22-) 
DLC CVols. 1-) 
MB (Vol~. 1-) • 
MH (Vols. [1]-2 [10-11] 15 (:?3,29]-02) 
NN (Vols 1-) 
NNU IVols. 1-10. s. 3, vol~<. 1- ) . '--~-.' 

NT (Vols. 1- ) .. ~ 
1'i'. Ne»J Englander, The, and Yale Revie»J, New Haven, 

Connecticut, 1842-1892. 

1. ''The HistYJric Religions of India." [A 

Librarie;; : 

review of four books : 
(a) Cousin, Histor}) of Philosoph}). 
(b) Max Muller, Lectures and Papers. 
(c) J. F. Clarke, Ten Great Religions . 
(d) Edwin Arnold, The Light of Asia.] 

Vol. XXXIX, pp. 487-508 (1880). 

Complete in most mainlibrnries. 

18. N e»J Y orlc Literar}) Gazette and ] ournal of Belles 
Letters. New York, 18- ? 

• 1. ''Biography of Rammohun Roy." No.3, 
pp. 45-46 (October 1, 1834j. Reprint
ed f1·om the London Atheneaum, October 
5, 1833. 

19. Ne»J York Revie»J and Atheneaum Magazine. New 
York, 18:5-1826, June to May. William Cullen 
Bryant, editor. 

• 

• 

I. A review of "The Precepts of Jesus," by 
Rammohun Roy, based on New York 
edition of 1825, and London edi
tl'Tm of 1823-1824, with "Preface" by 
Thomas Rees. Vol. I, w. 442-453 (1825) . 

Libraries: 
MH (Coftlplct.e, Received 1825) 
DLC (COI~plete) 
MB <Complete) 
CtY (Complete) 
NNC (Complete) 
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20. North American Review. Boston, founded 1815. 

1. "Theology of the Hindoos, as taught by 
• Rammohun Roy.'' [A review of three 

pamphlets: 

(a) "Tt·anslation of the Veds'' with 
preface. 

(b) ''Translation of the Cena U pa
nishad." 

(c) • "Defence of Hindoo Theism," 
No. I. 

The review includes quotations 
the works.] 

from ....... 
Vol. VI, pp. 386-393 (1818). 

2. "College of the native in Calcutta." Vol. 
VI, 418 ( 1818). 

3. A review of Abbe Dubois' Manners and 
Customs of the People of India. Vol. IX, 
pp. 36-58 (June, 1819). • 

Libraries: 
Complete in all main libraries. 

21. Old and New. Boston, 1870-1875. 

1. Chaney, George, "The Brahmo Samaj." • 

• 

[Comment on Rammohun R~ and • 
K. C. Sen.] Vol. V, pp. 679-686 (1872). 

Libraries: 
CtY and other3. 

Complete in most main libraries. 

22. Overland Monthly. San Francisco, 1868-1875 ; n.s. 
1876-1891. 

1. Stebbins, Horatio, "The Brahmo Samaj, 
or Protestantism in India." Vol. III, 
n.s., pp. 168-188 (F~~ruary, 1884). 

Libraries: 
DLC 
MB 
MH 
L 
M 

(Vols. 1- ) • 
(Vols. 1- ) • 
(VoiR. 1- ) 
(Vois. l- ) 
CVols. 1- ) 

• 

• 
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23 . Sa~em Courier, Salem, Massachusetts, Septembet· 17, 

' . 

1828- 1 

1. A review of ''Vindica tion of the Iocarna
tion of t he Deity." [A summary of the 
pamphlet, using many extracts. The 
materia l was obtained from the Brahmu
nical Magazine which, the editor says, 
"we have before us."' l Vol. I, No.8 
(November 5, 1828). (Five columns, 
occupying entire front page and part of 
following.) • 

Libraries: 
MAT 

24. Select ] ournal of Foreign Periodical Literature. Boston 
1833-1834. 

• 

-

·-
• 

1. A review of Lieutenant-Colonel J. Tod's 
Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, 
London, J 829. [Compiled from various 
Magazines.] Vol. I, pp. 97-117 (1833) . 

2. A review of Ramm ohun Roy's "Transla
tion of Several Principal Books, 
Passages, and Texts of the V eds," 
2d London ed., 1832; and also of other 
of his works. Vol. II, pp. 91-103 (1833). 
Reprinted in translation from the 
jo urnal de Savans , December 1834. 

3. Announcement. [Notice of the recent 
publication in London of Henry 
Roscoe"s Life of William Roscoe.] Vol. II, 
p. 146 (July, 1833). 

4. Notice of the lately deceased Rammohun 
Roy. [Includes Rammohun Roy's 
autobiographical letter to Sandford 
Arnot, verbatim, and quotes from: 

(a) Article by Sandford Arnot in the 
Antheneaum, October, 1833. 

(b~ Biographical artic:.Ie by Dr. Lant 
Carpenter in the Asiatic ] ournal, 

•No. 47. (Verbatim quotation 
~xcept for omission of Carpen
ter's remarks refuting tbe 
Arnot article.) 
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(c) Article and biographical account 
of Rammohun Roy by Mont
gomery Robert Martin in the 
Court Journal, October 5, 1833. 

(d) Biographical article on Ram
mohun Roy by Dr. Lant 
Carpenter in the Bristol Gazette 
October 2, 1833. 

Vol. III, pp. 111~112 (January, 1834.) 

5. A revi~w of Lieutenant-Colonel Fitz
clarence's Journal of a Route across India. 
Vol. II, p. 342 (1833). 

Libraries: . ..... 
Complete in most of the main libraries. 

25. Spirit of the Pilgrims. Boston, 1828-1833. 

1. "Rammohun Roy." Article quoting from: 

(a) Christian Disciple, Vol. V, pp. 311, 
383. 

(b) Unitarian Miscellan:y, Vol. IT, 
pp. 166, 169. 

(c) Christian Examiner, Vol. III, p. 169 
( 1826) ; Vol. V, pp. 176, 268, 
425 (1828); Vol. IV, p. 197 
(January and February, 1827). 

• 

(d) Appendix of the Third Annual. 
Report of the American Uni
tarian Society, p; 61. • 

(e) Christian Register, April 26, 
September 9, 1827. 

• 

(f) M onthl:y Repositor:y of Theolog:y, 
\Tol. XIII, p. 512; Vol. XV, 
p 2 ; Vol. XVI, pp. 528, 585. 

(g) Christian Watchman, April, 1827. 
Article by R. Yates. 

(h) Journal of a Route across India, • 
1817-1818, Lieutena nt-Oolonel 
Fitzclaren~e. 

• (i) Letter froin William Adam to 
Dr. William Ware, p. 88. • 

Vol. If, pp. 27~278 (May, 1829). 
Libraries : • 

MUS 
Complete in main libraries. 
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26 · Theologicai' Eclectic. Boston. 1863-1871. Became the 
Biblio theca Sacra. 

1. '"Ra mmohun Roy and tl~e Brahmo "Somaj 
of India ." Vol. VI, pp. 245-281 (Jun e. 
1869). Reprinted from the British 
Quarterly Review, ApriL 1869. 

Libraries: 
NN 
CtY 
DLC 
L 
M 

• 

~7. Unitarian, T he. ChiMgo, Ann Arbor, 1886-1897, 
J a bez Sunderland editor. 

1. "Brahmoism and Christianity ." [Sign~d 
"H. H. ''] Vol. lV, pp. 174-175 (1889). 

2. "The Brahmn Samaj and the Regenera
tion of India.'' Vol. IV, pp. 203~206 
(1889) . 

3. " Mozoomdar on Rajah Rammohun Roy." 
Vol. VII, pp. 127-129 (1892). Reprinted 
from the Indian Messenger. 

·L Mozoomdar, P. C., "The Brabmo Somaj." 
[Address delivered at the World 
Congress of Religions, Chicago ] Vol. 
VIII, pp. 437-448 (1893). 

5. Account of the \Vorld Congress of Reli
gions. Vol. VIII, pp. 441~448 (1893). 

Libraries : 
NN (Complete) 
MB (Complete) 
MH (Complete) 
MUS . 

28. Uni tarian Advocate, The. Boston, 1828-1832. 

1. List of religious magazines published in 
tt1~ United States at t·his date. Vol. 
I, pp. 163-164 (March. 1~28). . . 

Libraries : . 
MH CConipletel 
MHi (Vols. 1-4; n. s. Vols. 1-4) 
MB (Vol. 14 ; n. s. Vols. 1-4) 
NN (ln part) 
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29. Unitarian Miscclluny and Christian Monitor, Baltimore, 
Maryland, January, 1822-December, 1824. 

1. "Rammohun Roy." [Rammohun Roy's 
opinions on the Divine unity and 
Christianity in llldia.] Vol. I, pp. 74-76 
(1822). 

2. "Religious Controversy in India." Vol. II, 
pp. 205-213 (February, 1822). 

3. "Unitarianism in Calcutta." [Concerns 
the ~·iendship of Rammohun Roy and 
William Adam.j Vol. IIf, pp. 77-80 
(1822). 

" . ~ 4. Controversy between the Brahmuns and 
Missionaries." [A summary of the 
controversy in general, and a review of: 

(a) "First, Second, and Final Appeals 
to the Christian Public in 
Defence of the 'Precepts of• 
Jesus'," by Rammohun Roy. 

(b) The Brahmunical Magazine,] • 

Vol. IV, pp. 163-181 (1823). 

5. Letters from Rammohun Roy to a "gentle
man in Baltimore." [Quotations from 
the lettet·s which were dated Calcutta, 
October 17, 1822; December 9, 1822; 
and were accompanied by pamphlets.]• 
Vol. IV. pp. 163-165 (1823). • • 

6. "New Work Proposed by Rammohun 
Roy.'' [Mention of a proposed monthly 
theological publication for Calcutta. 
The idea never materialized.] Vol. V, 
pp. 153-155 (1824). 

7. "Correspondence Relative to the Prospects 
of Christianity in India.'' [A review, 
with a note on Rammohun Roy.] Vol. 
v, pp. 201-202 (1824). • 

8. Mill, The Reverend .William H., Letter to 
the Society fol" Propagation of the 
Gospel. [Concems Rammohun ~y.] 

• 
Vol. VI, pp. ~12-217 (October, 1824) . 

• 
9. A note· concerning Rammoh~n Roy 's 

"Translation of the Cena Upani~ha,d,". 
Vol. VI, pp. 241-244 (~82{), 
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10. "Christianity in India." [A review of 
"Correspondence Relative to the Pros~ 
pects of Christianity in India."J Vol. 
VI, pp. 253-276 (November, 1824). 

Libraries : 
MHi (Broken) 
MH (Complete) 
Also complete in DLC, MB. NN, NNU 

30. Unitarian Review. Boston, 1874-1881. 

, . 
1. " Brahmaism and Christianity.' ' LConcerns 

Keshub Chundllr Sen ; refers to his 
addresses published in the lndian 
Mirror.] Vol. XII, pp. 323-328 ( 1879). 

Libraries: 
NNC 
NNU 
CtY 
DLC 
MB 
MH 
MHi 

31. United States Literur)J Gazette . Boston, 1824-1826. 
1. A Review of "Prospects of Ch r istianity in 

• India," Cambridge University Press, 
1824. [Unfavorable criticism of 
William Adam.] Vol. I, pp. 137-139 
(1824). 

2. All numbers of this periodical contain 
information on agents and publishers 
throughout the United States. 

Libraries: 
• In almost all main libraries. 

[V. F rench Periodicals 

1. Review Enc)Jclopedique 
1. Advertisement. [ This advertisement of 

new books is confusing in that it 
doe s not make clear whether the 
books offered are English or French 
editions. From a comparison of 
publishers, dates and places of pub
li~tion, however, it seems evident 
that• the books are Errglish editions 

• published in England and India. Listed 
a s follo*s : 

16 

• 
Rammahen Rai: 

(a) "Traduction du Kena Oupani
shada, un des chapitres du 
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(b) 

• 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

Sarna Veda, suivant Ia glasse 
du celebree Cbankara 'l'charya 
constantant !'unite et la tout
puissance de l'etre supreme, 
seul obj ect digne d'adoration,'' 
par Je brahmane Rammahen 
Rai, Calcutta, Philip Pereit-a, 
Hindoostanee Press, 1816. 

"Traduction d'un abrege du 
Vedanta ou solution de tous 
les Vedas ... ,'' Calcutta 18 . 7. 
17 pp. 

"Traduction de J'icbopanishada, 
un des chapitres de l'Ya<!joll!
Veda .. ,'' Calcutta, Philip 
Pereira, Hindoostanee Press, 
1816. 

"Defense du theisme en reponse 
a l'attaque d'un denseur !'idol
atria hindoue, a Madras,'~ 
Ciilcutta, 1817. 52 pp. 

"Seconde defense du syEt~me 
monot heisle des Vedas, en 
reponse a une apologie de 
l'etat present de culte hindoue 
... ,"Calcutta, 1817. 58 pp. 

(f) ''Traduction d'un abrage de 
Vedanta ou solution du tous 
les Vedas, avec un tmductiorl 
du Kena Oupanichltfia, un des • 
chapitres du Sama Veda .. ," 
Londres, T. et. J. Hooitt, 1817. 

(g) '·Traduction du moundek-oupa
nichada de L'Atharva Veda .. ," 
Calcutta, D, Lankheet, Times 
Press. 1819. 25 pp. 

(h) "Traduction du Keth-Oupani
chada de L'Yadjour Veda ... ,''. 
Calcutta. 1819. 40 pp. 

2. Sismondi, J. C. L .• !e. "Recherches sur la 
• sy steme colonial pour le gouvernement 

de l' Inde." ~ ovember 1824. pp. 63;f-656. 
Libraries: 

MH (Complete) 
MAT and orhers. • 

• 
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1 .. ACCESS TO PERIODICAL MATERIAL 
CONCERNING RAMMOHUN ROY 

C IRCULATION OF PERIODICALS 

H is very difficult to obtain definite information con 
cerning American and British periodica ls circulating in the
United States between the yearj 1816 and 1840. The chief 
reas:m for this difficul ty i s t he apparent n on-existence of 
statiRtical r ecords setting forth the circulation of periodi
cals at that time. Even li brary accession records of that 
date are frequently lacking, or, if in existence, are often 
incomprehensible. The problems encountered in dealing 
with periodica l li terature of this period have long been 
recognized, fot· even S. N. D. North, in his HistorJ) and 
Present Condition of the Newspapers and Periodical Press in the 
United States, 1 compiled in 1884, ignores the periodicals 
of 1800 to 1850, despite his claim that he is covering all 
phaE es of the subject. 

• One of the noticeable tendencies of the period 1816· 
1840 t ha t one can ascer tain, howeve r, is that English 
periodicals circulated in competition with American publi~ 
cations, and were so highly regarded tha t articles appear
ing in them were freque nt ly reprinted in American 
jour als. Entire reprints of English periodicals were 
not unusual, as in the case of the QuarterlJJ Review, the 
Chrhtian Observer, the New .MonthlJJ .Magazine, Blackwood's 
Edinburgh Magazine, the Edinburgh Review, the West
minsler• Magazine, and others. Often these English 
rn ag !l. zines were reprinted several times, the Edinburgh 
Review, for example, being reprin ted in Philadelphia, in 
New York, and in Boston. 2 

1. Government Printing Office, Washington D, C., 1884. 
vi, 4:38 pp. 

2. American reprint.s of English journals: 

Quarterly Review, London, 1809-Am ericnn edition : New 
York, Eastburn, Kirk nnd Company, 1813-1891; Boston, H. 
Hun ·;ington and ConlPnny, 1812 (?) ·1882. 

Christian Observr;r, London, 1812-1877. American edition : 
Boston, Willinm Wells nnd T. B. Wait Co1~pnny, 1811; Boston 
(~), 1803-1813; N ew Yor~, Mnso n nnd Tu ttle. 1 Vol., 1834. 

New Monthly Magazitl e, London, 1821-1834. American 
edition ! Boston, Allen nu d Ti cknor, 1 Vol., 1833, 1834; New 
York, Charles S. Frnncis, 1833, 1834 ; Carey and Hart, 1833. 
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The practice of one periodical's copying material from 
another was also a common one among American publi
shers. A system of periodical and newspaper exchange, 
which stfems to l1ave existed among local publishers, 
greatly helped this procedure ; furthermore, tht:J slowness 
with which news was relayed often made such copying a 
necessity. 

These charac! eristics of early American Journalism, 
though indicative of its dependence and lack- of maturity, 
make more significant the material at hand dealing with 
the subject under consideWJ.tion. English periodicals as a 
whole were more intt:Jrested in Rammohun Roy than were 
American publications. In America the channel of accu
rate first-hand information about the Raja was almost 
entirely limited to a few Unitarian Journals. This was n~t 
the case in England; and thus the presence of English publi
cations in America, and the system of newspaper exchange 
greatly facilitated a wide~spread knowledge of Rammohun 
Roy in the United States. 

Tracts and books by Rammohun Roy were known in the 
United States, several editions of his works being published 

Blackwood's Edinburgh Llfagazille, 1817-. American edition:• 
New York, Charles S. Francis, 1833-; Boston, Allen nnd Ticknor, 
1833- ; Philadelphia, Carey and Hart, 1833 ; New Haven, Peck 
and Norton, 2 V0ls. 1834; New York (?), 1835. 

Edi11burgh Review, 1802-American edition : "The fact 
thnt 22,000 copies of Edi11burgh Review nre i~sued quarterly 
from the British Press nnd that the book is engerly circulat~d 
nnd rend not only over all the British dominions, but also 

' · · l E • in every court nnd nntwn on cont111entn m·ope, nppears 
to render nll censure unavniling ... Nevertheles~, a brief notice 
of the chnracteristic qualities of this extraordinary publication 
may not be unncceptable t.o those fnvorers and pntrons 
of letters in these United States, who do not hnppen to be 
rntimntely acquainted with its merits .... The subscribers propose to 
reprint the earlier numbers of the Edinburgh Review from volume 
one to twenty-eio-ht · and the twenty-ninth, nnd all the succeeding 
numbers being-" nlr~ndy in republication in this country." Notice 
(Mnrch 1, 1813) from the front advertising page of the Qt~arterly_ 
Review, American edition, New York, Eastburn, K1rk and 
Compnny, 1813. • 
. :Mr· B Livincrston in a testimonial to t!ie Edinburgh Review. 
(Quarter[; Revi:w. March 1, 1813), speaks of th~ ·::111usual 
publication's reputation" as being ve;·~ great both rn Emope 
and America.'' 

The earlier edition of the Edinbnrgh Review was published 
by Ctirey and Lea, Philadelphia, 1809(?)-. 
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by American concerns, 3 but per iodica ls containing articles 
and notices by an d abo ut him undoubtedly exerted the 
deeper influen ce on th e reading public. This influ~nce was 
greater not on ly because t he periodicals were more preva
lent, but also because bou nd editions of per iodicals, accord
ing to the custo m of the day, we1·e a recognized par t of -on e's 
home library. And Bin ce su ch bound periodicals ha d their 
place on the libra r y shelf with book lite rat ure, theirpossible 
influen ee was prolonged from one generation to the next. 
One has but to glance through the book-sellers' cata logues 
and fil es of current li terature oi t he time to realize the 
wide-s-pread popularity of this practice . Bound volumes of 
the Christian E xaminer, for instance, were included in the 
bg.oks among which H awthorne used to browse in the attic 
of the ol d Manse.4 These Journ a ls a re s till there to-day, 
as a re a lso bound volumes of the Edinburgh Review (Edin
burgh edition ), and the Christian Disciple. These pub licat ions, 
according to the present occupants of the Old Manse, were 
in t he house ev en before the su mmer that Ralph Waldo 
E merson spent there writing his essay on 'Nature' (1843) . 

The gradual growth in popularity of American periodi
cals can be traced, in some instances, particularly through 
~he not ices that appeared from time to tim e in the publica
tions the mselves. Much info rm ation o: this type can be 
found in the Christian Register, the periodical richest in 
Rammohun R oy material of a ll those that were published 
in the United States. and in the Christian Watchman, which, 
though not so rich in such material, does contain some of 
the most vicious criticism of the Raja . 

By December 7, 1821, the Christian Register had 
agencies in the major cities of N ew Eng_land ; in Connec
ticut : ~ ew Haven, Brook lyn, and Hartford; in Maine : 
Eastport a11d Portla nd ; in Massac husetts : Boston 
(Cummings and Hi llard), N ewberryport, Sa lem, Cambridge, 
Lanca~.ter, Greenfield, and Sandisfield ; in New Hamp
shire ; P ortsmouth, Keene, and Concord ; a nd in Rhode 
Island: P rovidence. Th is was excellent progress, 
considering the conditions of communi cation of the time, 
an d the fa ct that the paper had begun to appea r only in 
th e April of th e year. By July 16, 1824, agencies had 
been ~dded i n thirtyseven more ci t ies 5 . T hus, it is 

3. Refer to Bibl~grnphy, "The w·orks of Rammohun Roy,'' 
American editions, pages 50-52 supr,l. • 

• 4. Nathaniel Hawthor ne, ''The OIJ l\Innse", Moses from an 
old Ma~-tse, Riverside E uitrQII of Works, Boston and new York, 
Houghto11 :Mifflin Company, Vol. 11, p. 29. · 

5. Beverly, Cambridge, Bridgewater, Easton, Greenfield. 
Hingham, Lynn, Medford, Nantucket, Plymouth , Salem, .Sm1dwich, 
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evident that in about three years' time the Christian 
Register had become a national journal. But its growth 
did no~ stop there. By May 20, 1826, agencies had 
already been established in New Bedford, Marblehead, 
and North Bridgewater; and by December 30 of the 
same year, the Register was able to record that it had 
seven agencies in Maine, four in New Hampshire, three 
in Connecticut. two in New York, and one in Maryland, 
in Rhode Island, and in Pennsylvania, in addition to its 
innumerable agencies in Massachusetts. By March 4, 
1827, there was an agenc~even in Augusta, Georgia. 

By 1829, however, the Christian Watchman had an 
even larger range of circulation. In June of that year 
one finds record of ten agencies in Maine, seven in N~w -
Hampshire, five in Rhode Island, three each in Virginia 
and Vermont, two each in North Carolina and Georgia. 
one in South Carolina, and five in Nova Scotia. In sphere 
of influence, nevertheless, the Unitarian Christian Register 
compared favorably with the Baptist Christian Watchman. 

These statistics. showing the popularity of such 
periodicals, are of great importance as a corrective to 
the opposite impression that one might receive from ~ 
study of the library catalogues of the time. These 
catalogues, as will be evident from subsequent discussion, 
~bowed little interest in either the Christian Register or the 
Christian Watchman, the strong sectarian leanings of both 
publications being undoubtedly one of the chief causes 
of this minimization of their importance. 

• 
EXCHANGE OF PERIODICAL MATERIAL 

The extent to which periodicals quoted from one 
another and from English publications can be realized 
only by a detailed investigation of various periodicals 
and newspapers. Such a study makes it evident that 
the circulation of periodicals among various publishing 
houses, through direct foreign subscription, through 
agents, or through free interchange must have been 
tremendous. 

• 

• Springfield, Sterling, Taunton, Te.n pleton, 'V orcester, Ports-
mouth, Concord, Amherst, Exet~r, Keene. Saco, Brooklyn, 
Trenton, Philadelphia, Northumberland, Bath, Brunswick,•E<tS!port, 
Hallowell, Keunebunk, Portland. Providence, New York, 
Baltimore, Hun tdberg. 

• 

• 
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The Religious Magazine, for instance, used the following 
publications E,s the source for quotations during the 
year 1828 : 

Date 

January 

Perioilical 

Number of times 
that periodical is 

quoted 

Spirit and M anners of the Age 
Amulet 

6 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 

Christian Examiner 
Christian Observer • 
Eclectic Review 
Wes leJ)an Methodist Ma gazine - ~ebruary L iterarJ) Gazette 3 

3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

• 

• 
March 

• 

Mon thlJ) Magazine 
British Critic 
Wes tminster Review 
Blackwood's Edinburgh 1lfagazine 
London Magazine 
Jl fonthlJ) R eview 

Evangelical Magazine 
Baptist Magazine 
Wes leJ)an Magazine 
Eclectic R eview 
Home M issionarJ) Ma gazine 
Christian Observer 
New Baptist MiscellanJ) 
SundaJ) School M agazine 
Congregational Magazine 

9 
8 
5 
5 
4 
2 
2 
] 

1 

The ~em Eti ning months of that year add, among other 
publications,, the Christian Remembrancer, the Christian 
Guardian, the Edinburgh Christian Instructor, and the 
QuarterlJ) R eview to the above list. During 1829 the same 
general list of magazines was consistently adhered to, 
thu s indicating continued access to those journals. This 
fact also p·)ints to the conclusio n that fore ign magazines 
we t·e subscribed to by American publishers. 

After gla.ncing at the list of publica~ions just cited, one 
• has to reali;;e t hat the libraries gave no representation to a 

great numb er of publications of the time, aRd that those to 
which the l ibra ries • did subscribe must have been the out
standing ones. Thus, · in the dissemination of periodical 
mat~ria l containing · comment on R ammohun Roy, the 
book~seller was a very impo;~ant factor, for it was through 
him that mos t subscriptions were fulfilled, and from 
him that• current and past issues of periodicals were 
obtained. 

17 
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Turning to the Christian Register, one finds a definite 
editorial statement to the effect that English periodicals 
were re6ulady received by that magazine. Thus, the issue 
of Septlfmber 14, 1821 states : 

By the short Loudon Packet, Capt. Tracy, which arrived at 
this port last eveuing from Loudon, papers have been received 
from that city to August 20, two days later than by former 
arrivals. They contain no news Qf importance ... 6 

Such statement in numerous publications make it evi .. 
dent that American editors were not dependent either upon 
libraries or local agents f~r their foreign periodicals. 

It is interesting to trace for a few issues, beginning with 
December 21, 1821, the Journals used by the Christian Regis-
ter as a source for quotation : • 

December 21, 1821 : Christiun Reformer 
European Magazine 
Norfolk Herald 
Federal Gazette 

(These four quotations, two American and two 
English, constitute over a third of the entire 
is~ue.) 

December 28, 1821 : M onthl)) Repositor)) 
Gazette (?) 
Patriot 
Unitarian Miscellan)) 
Philosophical Magazine 

January 4, 1822 : llfonthl)) Repositor)) 
Morning Chronicle 

January 11, 1822 : 

January 18, 1822 : 

J11nuary 25, 1822 : 

• 
February 1, 18:32 : 

6. p. 27 

London Jewish Expositor 
Port:lmnul h Journal 
Christian Reformer 
Christian Disciple 
Chrislian Reformer 
Edinburgh Christian Register 
Spri ,,gfield Liberal Recorder 
National Gazette 
Portsmouth journal 
Common Advertiser 
New York Christian Herald 
Jl[onthl)) RepositoQJ 
Recorder 
Christian Reformer 
Baltimore M'Vrnin[} Chronicle 
Rhode I sla1ld American 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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F ebmary 15, 1822 : Unitarian Miscellany 
Christian Disciple 
Re\Jue Encyclopedique 
New York Methodist R epository • 
Brief Remarl~er 
National Gazette 
N ationallntelligencer 

In the later y ears of the Christian Register the publica
tions quoted from become so numerous that they cannot be 
here recorded. Certain periodica Is, however, appear to 
have been consistently r eceived. ~ f this group th·e .Monthly 
Repository and the Asiatic journal, among English publica
tions, a re the two of most importance in their quantity of 

• m~~rial on Rammohun Roy, though the Literary Gazette 
and the Christian Reformer were on hand wit h equal regu
lari ty. But me re important than the English periodicals 
and newspape rs, from the standpoint of access to Indian 
publications, was the Boston Chris tian Register. Tracts, 
pamphlets. bocks, and magazines from India were either 

• sent direct fro r:1 that country by missionaries such as 
William Adam, and Rammohun Roy, or brought to Boston 
by travelers and workers in foreign fields. The Bengal 
ff.prqaru, for instance, was introduced to the Christian 
Register by the second of these ways, but access to later 
copies was frequently the result of the first method. 

An idea of the extent of the material dealing with 
India, and in part icular with Rammohun Roy, thus avail
able to the Christian Register can be obtained from the 
following list of books, periodicals, and le tters in the 

•possession of that publication before 1836 7
: 

• 

• 

• 
(1821) 

• 

1. Leller from Rnmmohnn Roy to David Reed, 
editor. No date. R ecorded in issue of Decem
ber 7, 1821. 

2. "The Precepts of Jesus ... ,'' Calcuttn, 1820, 
Ncted and reviewed in issue of December 7, 
1821. 

3. English edition of the Worqs of Rnmmohun 
Roy, 1817; "Abridgement of the Vedant;' 
to which is ndcled a "Tran slation of the Kena 
l,Tpanishad," viewed in issue of December 7, 
18~1. .. 

7. Th!s list in cludes also works accessible to the Christian 
Register, but excludes the standard English and American 
periodicals, 
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(1822) 

(1823) 

(1824) 
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4. Friend of India, Quarterly, No. 1, Semmpore, 
1820. "A Christian l\Iissionary's Remarks 
on 'The precepts of Jesus,' and comments on 
the same by the Editor of the Friend of India 
[Dr. .Marshman]. Noted and reviewed in 
issue of December 7, 1821. [From the 
comment of \Villiam Adam it seems evident 
that the first four numbers of the Friend of 
India were accessible to the Christian 
Register]. 

5. Second A l~eal to the Christian Public in Defence 
of 'The precepts of Jesus', Calcutta, 1821. 
This tract is ''now bofore us," wrote Da vicl 
Reed in the issue of June 7, 1822. •. 

6. Letter from Rammohun Roy to a gentleman of 
this city [i.e. Boston]. l8sue of February 
14, 1823. 

7. Brahmunical Magazine, Calcutta, 1821, Nos. 1, 
2, and 3. Sent by Rammohnn Roy, and • 
noted in the issue of February 14, 1823. 

8. "Brief Remarks regarding Modern Encroac~
men ts on the Ancient Rights of Female~, 
according to the Hindoo Law oflnheritance," 
by Rammohun Hoy, Cnlcutta, 1822. Sent 
by Rammohun Roy, and noted in the Issue 
of February 14, 1823. 

9, Gospel Advocate, Calcutta. Quotation from 
the Gospel advocate in the Christian Regis- • 
ter of Februnry 21, 1823. Noe>J1ote as to • 
whether this was a regular or a single recep
tion of the magazine. 

10. Letter from Rammohun Roy to David Reeo in 
reply to one written by Reed, April, 1823 ; 
also notice of the receipt of a pamphlet,, 
Calcutta reprint of Dr. Channing's sen110n 
on the ordination of Jared Sparks. Issue of 
May 7, 1824. 

11. 

• 

'
1Humhle Suggestions to his Countrymen who 

believe in the True. God." by Prussunnu 
Koomar Thakur [ l).ammohun Roy], Calcutta, 
1823. Rammohun Roy quotes from his 
tract,, and Dayid Reed comments on it'ln a 
manner that •makes it evident that he is well 
acquainted with it. Issue of l\Ia_v 7, 1824. 
This is verified by a review of the tract, issue 
of May 14, 1824. 

• 



• 
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• 

(1826) 

(1827) 

• 

(1828) 

• 

This pamphlet is probably among those 
sent by Ramm ohun Roy to David Reed, the 
receipt of which is record ed in the issue of 
May 7, 1824. 

12. Annual Report of the Calculta Baptist Missi
onary Society, Fifth report, ,January 10, 
1823, Serampore. Mi ssion Press. Sent to 
David Reed by Rnmmohun ·Roy, recorded 
in the issue of 1\Iay 7, 1824. 

13. "Extracts from th e i\fi ssioJwry Works publish-
eel in the l a l te~ end of last year,'' receivecl 
from Ramm ohun R oy; also "the Bengal 
A uxiliarj} Chronicle, 1823" ; record ed in the 
issue of l\Jay 7, 1824 . 

14. "The prospects of C hri stian ity and the M eans 
of Promotin g it in India," Boston, Camb
ridge, July, 1824. Not ed and revi ewed in the 
issue of July 30, 1824 . 

15. An Appeal to the Christian Public in De fence of 
'The Precep ts of J esus,' adverti sed for sit le 
at the office of the Christian Register, begin· 
ning with the issue of April 29, 1826. 

16. L etl er from RHmm ohun Roy to "a gentle-
. man in th is country and p9li tely forwarded to 
us during thi s past week,'' dated Calcutta, 
D ecember 28, 1824. Quoted in issue of 
April 29, 1827. 

17. Bengal Hurkaru. File of this periodical lent 
to the Christain Register "by the politeness 
of a gentleman who came passenger in the 
J\1nrs from Calcuttn ." N oted in the issue 
of April 21, 1827 . [Th e Bengal H urkaru 
was accessible to the Christian Register at 
vnrious times up to 1828 nt least, if no.t 
Inter.] 

.18. "Answer of a Hincloo to the Question 'vVhy 
do you Frequent a Un itarinn Place of 'Vor~ 
ship instencl of the num erously nttendecl 
4iStablishecl Churches ?' " by Chnndru
Sl~khur D ev [i. e. Rammobun Roy], 
Calculln, 1828. R eceive'a from Calcutta ; 
noted i11 issue of Jun e 7, 1828 . 

1!). • 
"Second 1\femoir of 'The Cnlcntta 

Committee'," · by. J. Tuckerman. 
the issue of June 14, 1828. 

Unitarian 
Noted in 
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20. A Review of the Labours, Opinions, and 
Character of Rajah Rammohun Ro}), by 
Dr. Lant Carpenter, Bristol, 1833. Review
ed in the issue of April 19, 1834. 

2l. The Calcutta Reformer, edited by William 
Adum, was frequently received by the Chris
tian Register. 

22. The Calcutta Journal was also obtainuble at 
various time8. 

As is evident from th!llist of first-hand material acces
sible to the Christian Register before 1836, tbat per.iudical hlld 
a. more direct contact with Indian sources than did other 
American journals. The Christian Register was undoubtedly 
the primary outlet in the United i::ltates for materiaf on • 
Rammohun Roy. 8 This strong current of inflowing 
Hinduism was in turn diverted into various other American 
publications. Thus, the Christian Examiner, the Christian 
Disciple, the Unitarian MiscellanJ), a 11d the Christian Watchman, 
although they obtained information on Rammohun Roy 
either directly from India or from India through England, • 
also shared in the rich fund of Christian Register material. 
Occasionally the Christian Register borrowed Roy material 
from these journals, but quite obviously it led the fiel~. 
The importance attached to Rammohun Roy in all these 
periodicals is seen by the fact that articles by and about 
him were frequently front page features. 

But even the periodicals strong in first-hand informa
tion about Roy were dependent, to a large extent, upon 
English sources for their data. The American Magazines 
that were only casually interested in the Indian reformer • 
were almost entirely dependent upon English pe:.iodicals ; • 
to these they looked as their guide in choice of materials
particularly in the case of publications of pr·estirse. Thus. 
the American Almanac (18351 borrowed in entirety the death 
notice of Rammohun Roy that had appeared in the Gentle· 
man's Magazine of October, 1833, while the Christian journal 
of 1817 9 reprinted an article on Christianity in India which 
had first been published in the British Review. Th9 Christian 
Disciple borrowed material on Roy from the ~[onthlJ) 
RepositorJ) and other Unitarian periodicals, while the • MissionarJ) Register of London served as a source for the 
Christian Magazine of Providence, and for the Christian 
Examiner of Boston and New York. Ot,1er publications, as 
well as the current Unitarian magazine in the United 

• 
8. Refet· to bibliography of Roy material in the Christian 

Register, p11ges 197-152, supra. • 
9. Vol. I, p. 365. 
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States, also pr0vided the Christian Examiner with information 
about Roy. T he biography of Rammohun Roy in the 

-October 1, 1833 issue of the L ondon Atheneaum was 
frequen tly quot~,d in American publications, either tlirectly 
f rom the Atheneaum itself, or from reprints in other English 
publications, such as the Gentleman's Magazine or the Literar)) 
Gazette . 

The number of such instances of the interchange of 
period ical material could be in de finitely continued. In 
·most cases the magazine reprin ting an article gave credit 
to the source from which it was ta-ken, but frequently tlle 
magazine d id not a dmit its source, e ven though the article 
can be recogni :~ed as a restatement of materia l found 
e lsewhere. The Jlforrthl}) Repositor}) seems to have been 

• particularly abused in this manner. 

• 

From the foregoi ng discuss ion it is evident that the 
American public had ample opportunity to read of 
Rammohun R o:v in the current periodica ls of the time 
that di splayed an interest in the India n r e former. The 
circulat ion of these periodicals, h oweve r, is difficult to 

• establish, si nce stat ist ics are obtainable for neHher the 
America n nor the Engli sh publications, and the record of 
increase in the number of agencies of the various periodicals 
ctn be taken as lit tle more than an indication of the extent 
of pu blic access. For more defini te data , therefore, one 
t urns to the libra-ry catalogues of tbose years. 

• 

PUBLIC ACCESS THROUGH LIBRARIES TO PRRIODICAL MATERIAL 

DEALING WITH RAMMOHUN ROY 

An a lTa lysis of the li br ary c t~. t a logues of 1819-1844 does 
n ot g ive a comp:.ece picture of the periodical preferences of 
the American l.'eading p ubl ic of the fhst half of the nine
teenth ce ntury, but it does give a fa ir idea of the pre
feren ces of the pub lic t hat patronizel tl1e libra ries10 

J udgi ng from such catalogues, the outstandi ng American 
pub lication seems to have been the North American Review, 
though very close to it in popularity, and r epresemative of 
the r eligious trend in American thought of the day, was 

• the Home Missionar}) Magazine. Ocher relig ious magazines 
were various ly r epresented, according to the sectarian 
leanings of the inst i~tion considered. The most frequently 
s ubscribed to among the non-sectariall periq,dicals, exclu sive 
of tije Nurth American Review, were apparently the Analectic 
Ma gazine, the American M onthl}) Magazine, the American 

• 

10. E;clusiv ,~, of course, of read ing preferences expressed 
in personal librari ,~s . 
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Quarterly Review, and possibly the Ameriean Almanac. There 
were, in addition, many magazines of lesser importance 
that we1·e founded today and discontinued tomorrow, indi
cative "of the unstable financial condition of American 
Journalism. 

CIRCULATING LIBRARms.-In attempting to estimate the 
Rammohun Roy material accessible to the public through 
circulating libraries, one is dependent on the catalogues 
of such institutions as the Boylston Circulating Library, 
the Boston Young Men's Society, the Charleston Circulat
ing Library, James Ha~mond's Circulating Library, the 
Irving Circulating Library, the Lexington Social Library, 
the Suffolk Circulating Library, the Mechanics' Exchange 
and Reading Room, and S. H. Parker's Circulating Lib~ry. 
A noticeable feauture of all theo>e catalogues, as far as • 
current magazines for circulation are concerned, is the 
small number of subscriptions to religious periodicals. 
Among such journals the Missionary .1l1agazine was the most 
consistently subscribed to. As a general rule, circulating 
libraries seem to have been careful to subscribe only to • 
magazines with a broad general appeal, avoiding publica
tions of interest to only a limited public ; hence, in the 
list of non-sectarian periodicals, one finds a consistent 
repetition of the strongest American journals, such as tT.e 
American Monthly Magazine, the North American Review. and 
the Analectic Magazine. 

The staples among English publications, which were 
generally subscribed to by the circulating libraries, included 
the British Critic, the Edinburgh Review, the Gentleman's 
.Magazine, the New Monthly .Magazine, and the Quarterly • 
Review. • • 

From such subscription lists it is quite evident that 
material on Rammohun Roy was not particularly accessible 
to the public through the medium of American circulating 
lib1·aries. H must be remembered, however, that such 
libraries were also subscription agencies, and that their 
catalogues and advertisements did not always list all the 
specific periodicals on hand. Thus, the Irving Circulating 
Library (1836) announced that it received subs.;riptions 
''for all periodicals published in the United States,'' while 
the Mechanics' Exchange and Reading Room stated that • 
it was "always supplied with the latest intelligence, 
arrivals, importations, and clearances, newspapers and 
price currents, literary magazines and. mechanical _publica-
tions.' ' • 

THEOLOGICAL LIBRARIES.- Religi~us periodicals were natur
ally most readily accessible in the theologicalliJ:>raries of 
the time. A complete cross-section of relig!ous magazines, 
however, is not usually found in such libraries, sin_ce 



• 

• 
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sec tarianism limited the choice in subscriptions. Thus, 
the General Theological Seminary of New York City 
(Episcopal) Eeems, according to its catalogue of 1834, to 
have rigidly excluded any Unitarian material. . As a 
result, any periodical information concerning Rammohuu 
Roy that we,s accessib le in this library mnst have come 
through Trinitarian publications. Of these, there were 
apparently only two that interested themselves, even to a 
sl ight extent. in Rammohun Roy-the Christian journal and 
the Christian Herald. 

All theologi cal libraries, ho~ever, did not restrict their 
choice of PEH'iodicals along such rigid sectarian lines. 
Andove r Theological Seminary, for instance, with its main 
library, the library of the Society for Inquiry, and the Por
te~ Rhetorical Society Library, gave its readers access to 
Rammohun Ro.v not only through Unitarian publications 
such as the Christian Disciple, but a lso thrc,ugh the Christian 
Herald and tht~ North American Review. Even Indian publi· 
cations, · such as the Friend of India (Calcutta ) and the 
Oriental Christian Spectator (Bombay), were on hand, while 
the Periodical Account of the Baptist Missions (London) was 
a lso accessiblo. 

• Through the Christian Register knowledge of Rammohun 
Roy was carried to libraries as far west as Ohio, where the 
Theological SE•minary of Kenyon College subscribed to that 
periodical. 

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES-Judging from 
the early cata logues, college libraries as a type seem to have 
been st ronger :in E nglish than in American periodicals. The 
representation of American magazines, in colleges estab
lished lJitl a religious fo undation, was usually determined 
by the sectarian leading of the institution, while colleges 
not definitely sectarian seem to have confined their selec
tion to the North American Review, the Annual Register, the 
Edinburgh Rev.iew, Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, the 
Christian Observet, the Quurlerly Review, and similar 
magazines. 

Religious p•3riodicals and other less common publica
tions usually found tbeir way into these institutions; if they 

• did so at all, tbrough the numerous college club libraries. 
Thus, th e Dartmouth catalogue of 1825 records no religious 
periodical of interest to the topic under consideration, but 
the Social Friends l!ibrary of Dartmouth lis ts the Christian 
E.xaminer as a periodical subscribed to at the time. A similar 
situation existE:d at Brown University, where the United 
Brothers Society took t,Je Christian Disciple and possessed 
a copyoof the Gospel Advocate. Brown itself, however, did 
s1,1bscribe to the Mo nthly Repository for a number of years. 

18 
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On the basis of the catalogues of 1830 and 1831, Harvard 
University seems to have had the best library of the time 
as far as access to R!immohun Roy material in periodicals 
was con~erned . Tllis seems to have been the only library, 
besides the Boston Atheneaum, that snbsct·ibed simulta
neously to the Christian Register, the Christian Disciple, the 
Christian Examiner, and the Unitarian Miscellany. Of American 
periodicals that interested themselves in Hammohun Roy, 
the following were listed in the Harvard library catalogue 
of 1830-1831. 

American Magezine, 1787-1788. 
Christian Disciple, 1813-1823. . 
North American Review, 1815-
Analectic Magazine, 1815, 1818-1820. 
American Monthly Magazine, 1817-1818. 
Ghristian Register, 1821. 
Unitarian Miscellany, 1822-1824. 
Christian Examiner, 1824. 
New York Review, 1825-1826. 
American Quarterly Review, 1827-1828. 
United States Literary Gazette 

• 

Whether these magazines were received currently is not 
known, but it is likely that at least those of local publicati<'n 
were so receiv ed. 

• 

• 

English periodicals represented at the Harvard Uni
versity library included the usual Ediuburgh Review, sub
scribed to from the year 1802 ; Blackwood's Edinburgh 
J'yJagazine, subscribed to from the year 1819 ;1

L the Gentle
man's Magazine, regularly subscribed to before 1800, but 
not after that year, at least not before 1830 or 1831 ; and • 
the Monthly .Magazine and British Quarterly, regula.t·ly subs- • 
cdbed to before 1800. The Annual Register, as recorded 
in the catalogue of 1830, was received up to the year 1826, 
but it was probably continued after that date. Other 
English periodicals interested in Rammohun Roy that were 
accessible at this university library were the Monthly 
Review, the Monthly Repository and the Quarterly Review. 

The libraries of Yale and Brown make a very poor 
showing beside that of Harvard, as fat· as periodical 
material dealing with R!imtnohun Roy is concerned. Yale • 
library was apparently the most deficient of the three. 
Among British publications, only the Christian Observer, the 
Edinburgh Review, and the Quarterly .Review seem to have 
been consistentry subscribed to by that institution. The 
Atheneaum Magazine of 1822 is rec.orded in the 1822 catal~gue 

• 
11. This periodical was currently received after 1M5 ; it is 

probable that it was also so received from 1819 to 1835. 
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of the Brothers Library of Yale, and was possibly received 
from that date on. A ftlW iss ues of the Analectic Magazine, 
the North American Review, the American Magazine, and the 
Christian M agazine also seem to have been accessi\>le, but 
no issue da te s were re·corded in the catalogues of 1822 
or 1823. 

Compared with these institutions, Amherst College, 
Williams College, and the University of Vermont were not 
strong in their library subscriptions to periodicals ·; the 
joumals tha t th ey did r eceive were the standard ones, such 
as the Edin burgh Revien,' an d the !Vorth American Review. 

GOVERNMENT LIBRAjitiES-Of federal a nd state libraries, 
the. Congressiona l Library at Washington was naturally the 
most complete in its re presentation of periodicals, as well 
a s in other departments of literature. A study of the cata
logues of 1820, 1827, 1828, 1830, 1834 and 1839 shows that by 
1830 that lib rary was .subscribing to as many as twelve 
English publ ications interested in Indian and Rammohun 
Roy material, but to only three AmericaH periodicals of 

• similar interest, The three American publications were 
the American MonthlJJ Magazine, 1824, which was in the 
library by 1830, but was of too ea rly a date to contain Roy 
1~aterial ; the New York Review, complete before 1830 ; 
and some issues of the North American R ev ierp , 1 

English periodi cals represen ted in the Congressional 
Library are much more pertinent than the American jour~ 
nals to the subject und er di scussion. These included 
Blacqwood's, received. frc m 1818 ; the London Atheneaum 

• and the Asia tic j ournal, bo th received from 1829 to 1839 and 
• also on subsequent dates ; the New 1lfonthlJJ .l'v.[agazine and 

the Orie~tal Herald. The Court journal was subscribed to 
from the year 1829. but the issues for 1833-the only ones 
containing material pertinent to Rammohun Roy-were 
not received. The Congressiona l Library fi les of the 
LiterarJ) Gazelle and the 111irror of Literature a lso lack the 
issues for the year 1833. The Gentleman's .Zifagazine, the 
Edinburgh R eview, and the MonthlJJ Review were fully re
presented for the period of years under consideration. 

• Th.e standard English publications were offered by the 
Library of the Massach uset ts Sta te Department, as were 
a lso the Morning C!Jronicle and the London Times, though 
the latter seems not tCJ h ave been received a:ter 1820. Four 
American periodicals of significance to ttle subject under 

• 
• ,, 

1. The library catalogue reads : North American Review, 
Vol. XXiii. W hether thi s means that this volume was the only 
copy of th_e review in the possession of the library is uncertain, 
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consideration were also represented, though only two of 
these, the Analectic Magazine and the American Monthly 
Magazine, were present in the issues containing Roy 
material. 

Other federal or state libraries, except those dealing 
with politics or law, seem to have been relatively poor in 
periodicals. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES-Little new information con
cerning periodicals is gaJned from a study of the libraries 
of the historical societies. In the case of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, no knowledge of the publications 
received during the years 1816-1840 is obtainable, since no 
catalogue was printed after 1811 until about 1870 or 1~80. • 
Such information can be had, however, for the New York 
Historical Society and the American Antiquarian Society, 
the latter of which published a catalogue in 1837. 

Both of these institutions seem to have subscribed to the 
standard English .American periodicals. The American • 
Antiquarian Society, in addition, received the Christian 
journal (1817 -1830 ), the Christian Register (1821-), the C.,hristian 
Disciple and the United States Literary Gazette. Of tl~ 
English periodicals listed, none seem to have been acces
sible in the issues containing Rammohun Roy material. 

ATHENEAUM SOCIETIES .AND LIBRARY COi\IPANIES
Atheneaum societies and library companies, as a unit, were 
the strongest of all library groups in the possession of Ram
mohun Roy material The Atheneaums as a whole, 
judging from the library catalogues, seem to hci.Ve been • 
somewhat more schol~rly in taste than the librar.,- compa- • 
nies. Also, they frequently showed sectarian leanings in 
their choice of material, whereas the library companies, 
more like the public libraries of today, were non-sectarian 
in selection. 

In libraries of this group, particularly in strong library 
companies, the separate periodicals tended to be more 
continuous than in libraries of other typfls. Thus, the 
periodicals of the Salem Atheneaum, including the Annual 
Register, the British Critic, Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, • 
the Edinburgh Review, the Gentleman's Magazine, the Monthly 
Magazine, the Morning Chronicle, the NllQJ Monthly Magazine, 
and the Quarterly Review, all of • which offered public 
access to Rarrimohun Roy material, were present. in 
continuous series. 

The Boston Atheneaum was also particularly strong 
in Roy material. Strongly Unitarian in its meltlbership, 
it displayed on its library shelves the Christian Register, 
the Christian Disciple, the Unitarian Miscellany, and the 
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Christian Examir~e r, in addition to the usual staples of 
periodical literature. The rich supply of information 
about Roy thuB accessible to the public was incre11sed by 
the presence of the Asiatic journal and the Monthly Reposi~ 
tory. The Spirit of the Pilgrims and the Revue Encyclopedique 
were also among th e periodicals received by the Athe~ 
neaum. 

At the PortBmouth Atheneaum, the Christian Register 
and the Christian Disciple were subscribed to, in addition 
to the standard l~~nglish and Ameri...n publications. 

The oldest a.nd possibly the strongest of the library 
companies of the t:me was the Philadelphia Library 

• Con,pany. This organization gave its readers quite an 
extens ive selection of periodical reading matter, though 
English publications represented were •about three times 
as numerous as American. Periodicals on hand, according 
to the catalogue of 1835, included the Monthly Repository 
of March, 1819, and the twelve journals of major . 

•i mporta nce in the study of Rammohun Roy material. 
The Philadelphia Library Company was apparently non
sectarian in it!; choice of reading matter, subscribing, 
aftlong loLal Unita rian journals, to the Christian Disciple. 
Th a Select journal, the North American Review, the 
Analectic Revie:'lJ , and the American Quarterly Review 
complete th e list of per·iodicals important for thi s study. 

I n general, t he periodical materia l found in the 
inf'titutious di,.;cu s -ed above is repref'entative of that 
found i n other library companies and Atheneau111 

• • ~>oci eties of the time, such as the Baltimore Library 
Compan~ the Charleston Libr·ary Company, the Boston 
Library Society, the New York Library Society, the 
Providence Atheneaum, and the Philadelphia Atheneaum. 
The quanti ty of such material was naturally determined 
by the financial background of the institution, while the 
type of religious periodical seem s to have varied in 
accordance with geographical location. Libraries in New 
England leaned especially toward Unitarianism, while 
those further scuth inclined toward Trinitarianism, and 

• reflected t heir :;ectarian tendencies in the publications 
chosen. -

• . 
• 

• 



• 
2. ACCESS TO BOOKS CONCERNING 

RAMMOHUN ROY 

In the attempt to estimate the access of the American 
public to literatu1·e dealing with Rammohun Roy, the 
accessibility of periodical material of this nature has 
been discussed. Next J,o be considered is the public 
access to literature in book form containing discussion of 
Rammohun Roy and to works written by Roy himself. 

With this end in view, the following two lists of 
books in the possession of American libraries before 1.840 • 
are presented : the first, a list of works by Rammohun 
Roy ; the second, a list of important books containing 
references to him. This information is followed by a 
third list, containing a record of library catalogues 

• published in the United States from the year 1816 to 
1850. • 

WORKS BY RAMMOHUN ROY 

• 
Acquired b}) American Libraries before 1840 

1. "The Precepts of Jesus, to which is added 
the First, Second, and Final Defence, 
in Reply to Dr. Marshman," Boston, 
Chdstian Register Office, 1828. 

Libraries: 
MH-A (Acquired before 1838) 
RPA (Acquired before 1828) 
MCRC (Acquired before April, !828) 

• 

2. "The Precepts of Jesus, to which is added 
the First, and second Appeal in Reply 
to Dr. Marshman," New York, B. 
Bates, 1825. 

Libraries: 
MAS (.Acquired before 1842) 
MH (Acquired before 1830) 
NMT (Acquired before 1834) 
MCRC (Acquired before May 6, 1826) 
CYMI (Acquired before 1.844) 

3. • "Final Appeal to •the Christian Public in 
Defence of the Precepts of J e~tus,'' 
Calcutta, l~Z3 ; London, Hunter, 1823 ; 
Boston, Christian Register Office, 1828 . . 

Library: 
MAT (?) (Acquired before 1840) 

• 

• 



• 

AMERICANS ' ACCESS TO ROY LITERATURE 143 

4. Benga]ee Grammar, Calcutta, 1826. 

Libmry: 
MH (Acquired before 1830) 

5. ';An Appeal to the Christian Public in 
Defence of the 'Precepts of Jesus."' 
Calcutta, 1820. 

Libr;lry: 
MCRC Cln the Theological Reading Room by 

May 6, 1826) 
• 

6. "T he Prospects of Christianity and the 
Means of Promoting It in India," Cam-

• bridge, University Press ; Boston (?), 
Christian Register Office ( ? ), July, 
1824 ; London, C. F ox, 1825 ; Calcutta, 

• 

• 

1824. 138 pp. . 

Library : 
MCRC (Boston ed. (?), 1824. Offered for sale 

about July ;)0, 18:24.) 

7. • "Defence of Hindu T!J eism, in Reply to 
t he Attack of an Advocate for Idolatry 
a t Madras," Ca lcutta, 1817. 

Library: 
L (A cquirod before 1834) 

8. "E xposition of the Practical Operation of 
t he Judicial and Revenue Systems of 
I ndia and of the General Character and 
Condition of its Inhabi tants,'' with 
notes and ill ustrations, London, Smith, 
E lder and Company, 1832. 

Library: 
L (Acquired b~fore 1835) 

BOOKS CONCERNING RAMMOHUN ROY 

Acquired by American Libraries before 1840 

• 

1. Duboif'l, Abbe J, A., Description of the 
Character, Manners and .Customs of the 
People of India ; and of their Institutions, 
religiou~ .and civil, translated from the 
French. London, Longman, Hurst, Rees, 
Orme and Brown, 1817 ; Philadelphia, 
Carey and Lea, 1818. 
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Libraries: 
MWA (Philadelphia 1818 ed. ; acquired before 1836) 
MH-A·S (Philadelphia 1818 ed. l?J, , , 1830) 
MH-A (London 1817 ed., acquired before 1838) 
MBCC (Acquired before 1830) 
MH (Acqu,red before 18301 
MMA (Acquired before 1830) 
NMT c Phdadelphia 1818 ed .. acquired before 1837) 
OW (Acquired before 18'14) 
RHCC (Arquirrd before 1823) 
PA (PhiiHdelphia 1818 ed, acquired before 1823J 
M (Philadelphia 1818 ed .. acquired before 1828) 
MBS (Acquired before 1835) 

• 2. Fitzclarenre, Lieut~>nant-Colonel, Journal 
of a Route across India, through Eg))pt 
to England, 1817-1818. LoiJdon, J. Mur-
l'i:i.Y, 1~19. • • 

Library: 
DLC (London 1819 cd., acquired belore 1839) 

3. Heber, Amelia, Memoir of the Life of Rc'))c
rend Reginald Heber, Bishop of Calcutta, 
New York, G. and C. Ci:i.rv'ill, 1830. • 

Libraries: 
DLC 'New York 1830 ed .. a<¥juired before 1831) 
M (New Yurk 1830 eeL, acquired before 1832,l 
NMT (New York 1830 ed., a<quired before 1834) 
MAT (Acquirtd before 1834) 
CTW (Acquired before 1837) 
MMA (Acqu1red before 1844) 
VU (New York 1830 ed., acquired before 1842) 

4. Heber, The Right Reverend Reginald, 
Bishop of Calcutta,Narrati'))c of a fournc)) 
through the Upper Pro'))inces of Indict, 
London, J. Murray, 1828-1~29; Phila-• 
delphia, Cary and Lea, 1828. 1829, 1849. 

Libraries : 
NMT (Philadel~·hia 1829 ed., acquired before 1828) 
MH-A (Philadelphia 1828 ed., acquired before 1830, 

Porter Collection) 
MBS (Acquired before 1830) 
DLC-S (Philadelphia 1828 ed, acquired before 1830) 
F (Philadelphia 1828 ed , acquired before 1831) 
RPB (Philadelphia 1829 ed., acquired before 1831) 
M (Philadelphia 1829 ed., acquired before 1832) 
MBY (Acquired before 1833) • 
DW (~cquired before 1834) 
MWA (Philad~lpbia 1~9 ed. acouired before 1836) 
MdS I Philadelphia 1829 ed. acquired before 1837) 

• RPB-U (Acquired before 1837) 
DLC (Philadelphia 1828 ed., acquired befoJ:e 1839) 
MAT (Londo~ 18;!8 ed., acquired before 18JOJ 
NH-0-S (Acq"ired before 1841) 
MAS (Philadelphia 1828 ed., acquired before 1842) 
VU (Philadelphia 1828 ed., acquir!!d before 1843) 
MMA (Philadelphia 1828 ed., acquired before 1844) 
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5. Heber, The Right Reverend Reginald, 
Letters. Boston, 1822. 

Libraries : 
MAT (Acquired before 1827) 
MICC (Acquired before 1836) 

6. Roscoe, Henry, Life of William Roscoe by 
his son. London, T. Caddell ; Edinburgh, 
Blackwood ; Boston, Odiorne, Russell 
and Metcalf, 1833, 2 vols . 

Libraries : • 

• 

NMT (Boston 1833 ed., acquired before 1834) 
MAT (Boston 183R ed., acqUired before 1834) 
RPA (Boston 18:!3 ed., acq uired before 1837) 
MS (Boston 1833 ed., acquired before 1839) 
MeB-A (Acquired before 1839) 

LIBRARY CATALOGUES 

• P ublis hed in the United States, 1816-1850 

• Institution 

Academy of Naturnl Science, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Alleghany College Library, 
Meac. ville, Pa. 

American Antiquarian Society, 
,\Vorc e~ter, .Mass. 

American P hilosophical Society , 
Philadelphia, P a. 

Amherst College Library, 
Ambers~, Mass. 

Andover Theological 
Seminary,- Andover, l\Iass. 
(Now Cambridge} 

Pc rter Rhet.orical 
Society 

Society of Inquiry 
Apprentices' Library,. 

Philudelphia, Pa. 
Atijeneaum of Salem, Salem, 

Masf:. • 
BnltimO!:e Library Company, • 

Baltinwre, Md. 

Boston A lhenenum, Boston, 
Mass. 

Ht 

Dltl es of 
Catalogues 

1837 

1823, 1821 

1837 

1821 

1827 

1819, 1833 

1830 
1830 

1831 
• 

Location of 
Catalogues 

MH 

MAT, MH 

MS, MWA 

CtY 

MWA 

MH, MH-A 

MH 
MH 

MAT 

1818,1826,1812 MAT, CtY 

1816, 1823, 
1831' 1811 MAT, NN, MH 

1827, 1831,1840 MAT, MH etc, 
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Institutions 
• 

Boston Librnry, "ln 1he arch 
over Franklin Pluce,'' 
Boston, Mass. 

Boston Society of N11tural 
History, Boston, Muss. 

Boston Young Men's Society, 
Boston, Mnss. • 

Bowdoin College, Brunswick, 
Maine 

A thenenum Society 

Boylston Circulating Libmry, 
Boston, Mass. 

Brown University Library, 
Providence, R. I. 

United Brothers Society 

Philmenian Society 

Charleston Circulating Library, 
Charleston, S. C. 

Charleston Library Society, 
Charleston, S. C. 

Charleston Union Library, 
Charleston, S. C. 

Congress, Lihrary of, 
Washington, D. C. 

Library of State Dept. 
Dartmouth College Libnll'y, 

Hnnover, N. H. 
Social Friends Library 

United Fraternity 
Franklin Typographical Society 

Library, Boston 
Friends' Library, Philadelphia, 

Pn. 
General Theological Seminary 

Library, New Vork City 
Irving Circulating Library, 

Bost.ou, Mass. 
James Hammond's Circulating 

Library, Newport., R.I. 
Harvard College Library, 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Dates of 
Catalogues 

Location of 
Catalogues 

1824, 1830, 
1838, 1844 

MH, MH-A, 
DLC 

1837 

1833 

1821 
1839, 1818, 
1826, 1843 

1830 

DLC 

MAT 

MH 

MH 

MH 

1826, 1843 MH, RPB 
I 821,1824,1829, 

1837, 1841 MH, RPB 
1821,1824.1829, 

1838,1841 MH, RPB 

MS 

• 

• 
1819, 1821 

1826 

1820 

MS, MH, CtY 

MS 

1827,1828,1820, 
1830, 1831. • 
1834, 1839 MH, etc 

1825, 1830 MH, DLC 

1825 MH 
1820,1824,1831, 

1841 MH 
1820,1824,1835 MH 

1833 MH 

1831 

1824 . 
1~36 

1823 

• 

1830, 1831 

MH 

MH 

MH 

MH 

MH, MS 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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-----·--------------------------------- -----------

• 

Institutions 

Kenyon Collegt> Theological 
Seminary Library, Gambier, 
Ohio 

Lexiugton Social Library, 
Lexingt.ou, Mass. 

Logan ian Library, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Marylan d State Library, 
Baltimore, Mel. 

Massachusetts Stnte Librnry of 
the General Court, 
Boston, Mass. 

Mercantile Library Asso~iation 
of Boston, Mass. 

Mercantile Library of New York, 
New Y ork City 

MeJ·cant.ile Li.brary of Phila
delphin , Pn. 

Miami U niversity Library, 
Oxford, Oh io 

Middlebury College, 
Middlebury, Vt. 
Philological Society 

New York Historical Society, 
New Y ork City 

• New Ym·k State Library, 
• Alban:,-, New York 

New Ycrk Society Library, 
New Y ork City 

Philade:.ph in Atheneaum 
Philadelphia Library Company, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
Philnde:! phia Mercantile Libmry, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

P ortland A theneaum, 
• Portlnnd, Maine 

Portsmouth AtheneaUI~, 
PortBmouth, Maiue 

Providence A theneaum, 
Pro\·idence, R. I. 

Redwoo•l Library and Athene~ ... 
um, Providence, R. I. 

Salem l\lec1ultlics Library , 
Salem, Mass. 

Dates of 
Catalogues 

1837 

!831 

1837. 

1837 

1831, 1839 

1848 

1825, 1828, 
1834, 1837 

1850 

1833 

1824 

1836 

1846 

1825. 1838 

1835 

1828, 1832, 

Location of 
Catalogues 

MH 

MH 

MH. L, MAT, MB 

MH 

MS, MAT 

CtY 

MH, NN, etc. 

CtY 

MH 

MAT 

NT, MAT 

MH, MS 

MH, NN 

NNC, NN, etc. 

1831 , 1840 MH 

!828 MWA 

1833 CtY 
• 

1837, 1839 CtY 

1843 CtY, MH 

1832,1840.1851 MH, MWA 
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Institutions Dates of Location of 
Catalogues Catalogues 

• 
Suffolk Circulating Library, 

Boston, Mass. 1822 MH 
University of Vermont, 

Burlington, Vt. 1836, 1843 MH 
University of Virginia, 

Charlottesville, Va. 1828 MH 
'Vashington Library Compa1l.V, 

'Vashington, D. C. 1834 MAT 
'Vesleyan University, 

Middleton, Conn. 1837 MH 
Williams College, Williams- • 

town, Mass. 1828 MWA 
Yale University, New Haven, 

Conn. 1823 CtY 
Brothers Library 1822 CtY 
Cnlliopean Society 1822 CtY 
Linonian Library 1822 CtY • 
Moral Library 1822 CtY 

Young Men's Institute, 
Hartford, Conn. 1844 CTY • 

3. PRIVATE SOURCES OF INFORMATION • 
CONCERNING RAMMOHUN ROY 

PRIVATE LIBRARIES-Before one can form a final opinion 
about the accessibility of Rammohun Roy material, either 
in periodical or book form, one must give some considera
tion to the libraries belonging to private persons. 

• 

• 

Judging from the considerable amount of information 
that was current about Rammohun Roy during the years 
1816-1840, in contrast with the limited number of works • by Roy that were available to the reading public through 
institutional libraries, it seems natui;.al to presume that 
some other source of information. existed. Various cir~ 
cumstances se~m to strengthen this supposition. The 
entire Boston edition, 1828 of the "Precepts of Jesus,~ for 
instance, apparently found its way into only three libraries 
other tl1an pr·ivate before 1840. Again, the ''Prospects of 
Christianity'' seems to have been obtainable only at tlHl 
reading room of the Christian Register office. No copy is 
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record ·3d to have been in the Harvard Library, 13 despite the 
fact bat this tract was published by the University Press 
under the auspices of some of the most prominent members 
of the university faculty. 

All these facts point to but one conclusion. These 
works by Rammohun Roy mus t have found their way into 
a sufficient number of private libraries to make the owning 
of them by institutional libraries unnecessary. Such 
private possession is further indicated by the influx of Roy 
literature which began about the year 1840 and increased 
dming the period 1850_-1870 .. D~r~ng t.his tim~ books ~y 
Roy began to appear 111 vanous hb1·anes; part1cularly 111 

those of Harvard and the Boston Atheneaum, presented 
by such men as Andrews Norton, Charles Pickering, Jared 

• Spa!-ks, and others who had . been active Unitarians or 
interested collectors. These books were presented either 
as gifts or bequests, frequently the latte1·, as in the ins
tance of the Massachusetts Historical Society which, in 
1885, rece ived more than ten books of this natme during 
one day . 

• 
This fund of Rammobun Roy material, while still a 

part of various private libraries, had in all probability not 
lv!en confined to one reader. The owners of these books 
had undoubtedly lent them to their friends, thus creating 
another source of contact between the American -J:eading 
public and the Indian reformer. 

LETTERS-Rammohun Roy had always been interested 
in America . Indeed, he had hoped to visit that country 
in the spr ing of 1834. America , with its freedom from 

• religious practices and prejudices, was to him the symbol 
• of every~hing that India was not. 1 '1 It was only natural, 

therefore, after his interes t in Unitarianism had estab
lished a contact, that he should correspond with various 
Americans. 

Dr. J osep h Tuckerman, as head of the Unitarian mis
sionary work in foreign lands, seems to have been Roy's 
most con sistent correspondent, though unfortunately tbe 
letters tlmt passed between the two have not been l0cated. 
David Re ed, editor of the Christian Register, was also active 

• in his CC•I'respondence with Roy, and Dr. William Ward, 
after his return to the United States, was the recipient of 
at least one l~ter from Roy. From various refer-

• 
• 13. C11talogue of 1830-:U. . 

• 14. SEe letter from Rammohun Roy to David Reed, Calcuttn, 
January ·u, 1824; printed in the Christian Register, Vol. III, 
p. 154 (May 7, 1824). 
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ences and quotations in the letters of David Reed, it is 
evident that Dr. William Ellery Channing was also cor
respondent of Rammohun Roy, though no actual manus
cripts • of Channing's letters to him have yet been 
descovered. 1 5 

In addition to this correspondence, many letters were 
also written about R:>y, recording the impression that he 
made on those with whom he came in contact. Miss Lucy 
Aikin, for instance, who knew Roy socially in London, 
kept Dr. Channing informed of her impressions of this 
great man ; 16 but the most consistent information of this 
type was th!l.t contribu.;ed by William Adam, Unitarian 
missionary in Ca!cutta. 17 These letters, though un
doubtedly but a few of the entire number written about 
Rammohun Roy, are consistent in showing that he crelilted • 
in the I_llind of the writer a feeling of reverence for his fine 
character. The descriptions of him recorded in these 
letters are much more than mere descriptions of his un
usual appearance ; they are appreciations of the man 
himself. 

There remains, in all probability, much more of the Roy • 
correspondence yet to be discovered. That which is 
available, however, either in the form of letters written 
by Roy to Americans, letters written by Americans ~ 
Roy, or letters written about Roy by Americans or to 
Americans from persons in England or Indta, is listed in 
the following tabulation for purpose of concise presentation. 

THE RAMMOHUN ROY CORRESPONDENCE 

I. Letters from Rammohun Roy to Americans 
• 

1. Rammohun Roy to David Reed, editor of the 
Christian Register. Published in Christian 
Register, December 7, 1821, p. 65. 

15. The writer was unable to find these letters either at the 
American Unitarian Association, among the personal papers of the 
Reed estate, or iu public and private libraries. 

• 
• 

16. Miss Aikin's letters (see page 153 i11jra) are referred to • 
and quoted by S. D. Collet., Raja Rammohzm Roy, pp. lxxi, lxix. 
The manuscripts of lhe letters have not been located. 

17. 'Villiam trlam's letters are recorded, and some are quoted, 
in S. D. Collet, op cit. For a complete list see page 152 inJra. 
In the "General Bihliogntphy' ' is given a list of the published 
letters of William Adam (complete or extracts) accessible to the 
writer personally; lhe location of such letters is al"ilo given, 
No manuscript letters ha\'e been found. 



• 

• 
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2. Rammohun Roy to David Reed, in answer to three 
specific questions asked him by Davilj Reed. 
Published in C/1ristian Register, ol. III, p. 154 
(May 7, 1824). 

3. Rammohun Roy to ''A gentleman in this city [i.e., 
:Boston ] who has lately visited him in Calcutta 
a.nd who became ·acquainted with him there." 
Published in Christian Register, Vol. I, p. 107 
(February 14, 1823). . . 

4. Rammohun Roy to H. Ware, concermn g the pros-
pects of Christianity in India and answering 
twenty-four questions asked by Mr. Ware; 

• February, 1824. Published (with a letter hom 
William Adam answering a similar set of 
qu estions ) by the Harvard University ·Press, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, "Correspondence 
relative to the ' Prospects of Christianity and 
the Means of Promoting its Reception in 
India," 1824 . 

5. Ramm obun Roy to William Ward of Medford. 
Letter dated Calcutta, February 5, 1824 . 
Manuscript in possession of Massachusetts 
Historical Association, Boston, Massachusetts. 

6. Ra::nmohun Roy to "a gentleman in this country 
and politely forwarded to us during the past 
week.'' Letter dated Calcutta, December 28, 
1824. Published in Christian Register, Vol. VI, 
p . 66 (April 28, 1827} . 

7. Ra,Jnmohun Roy to the Boston India Association, 
December, 1825, acknowledging . r eceipt of 
money sent for the Unitarian Chapel in 
Calcutta. The letter is recorded, but not 
quoted, in Christian R egis ter, April 22, 1826. 

8. R1tmmohun R oy to ''a Gentleman in Baltimore." 
Letter dated Calcutta, October 17, 1822; 
Quoted in part in Unitarian 111iscellan]}, Vol. IV, 
pp. 163-165 (1823). 

9. R ammohun Roy to "a Gentleman in Baltimore.'' 
Letter dated Calcutta, December 9, 1822 ; 
quoted ~n part in Unitarian Misce llanJJ, Vol. IV, 
pp. 163-165 ~1823). 

1Q. f~ammohun Roy to Dr. J oseph Tuckerman . These 
letters have l)l()t been traced, unless they are 
some of those ra.ferred to above, which is very 

• likely. 
11. Correspondence between William Ellery Channing 

and Rammohun Roy is likely, but cannot be 
definite ly traced. 
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II. Letters from Americans to Rammohun Roy 

1. "David 1\eed to Rammohun Roy, April 29, 1823, con
cerning three specific questions on various 
phases of Christianity in India. Published in 
Christian Register, Vol, III, p. 154 (May 7, 1824). 

2. Henry Ware to Rammohun Roy, concerning the 
prospects of Christianity in India. Published 
by the Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 
Massachuseds, as "Correspondence 1·e!ative to 
the Pl'Ospects of Christianity and the Means 
of Promoting its Reception in India,'' 1824. 

• • 
3. Joseph Tuckerman to Rammohun Roy. 

III. Letters written about Ra111mohun Roy by Americans, 
or to Americans from persons in England or India 

I. William Adam to Dr. Joseph Tuckerman; dated• 
Calcutta, February 18-20, 1826. Explains Roy's 
relationship to Hinduism and Christianity. 
Published in S. D. Collet, Raja Rammohun R•Y 
p.l17. 

2. William Adam to Dr. Joseph Tuckerman; dated 
Calcutta, .October 14, 1826. Published in 
S. D. Collet, op. cit., p, 118. 

3. William Adam to Dr. Joseph Tuckerman; dated 
June 24, 1827. Published in S. D. Collet op .• 
cit, p. 118. • 

4. William Adam to Dr. Joseph Tuckerman; dated 
November 30, 1827. Mentioned by S. D. Collet, 
op. cit., p. 122. 

5. William Adam to Dr. Joseph Tuckerman: dated 
September 1. 1828. Quoted from in S. D. Collet, 
op. cit., p. 122. 

6. William Adam to the Reverend E. S. Gannett, 
Boston ; dated August 3, 1826. Quoted from 

• 

inS. D. Ool1et, op. cit., p. 120. • 

7. · William Adam to W. J. Fox :•dated September 10, 
1824. Quoted from in •S. D. Collet, op. cit., pp. 

8. Dr. 
121-122. • 
Joseph Tuckerman. •to the Unitarian Associa-
ation, concerning · Rammohun Roy. Letter 
dated June, 1828. Published in "the Third 
Annual Report of the Unitarian Association. 
Manuscript in possession of Unitarian Society 
Lib1·ary, Boston, Massachusetts. 

• 
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9. Dr. Joseph Tuckerman to Dr. Lant Carpenter, 
gtvmg his impt·ession of Rammohun Roy. 
Letter dated October (?), 1833. Published in 
Mary Carpenter, Last Da))s ... of Rafah Ram
mohun Ro)), p. 174. 

10. 

11. 

Luc:r Aikin to Dr. William Ellery Channing: 
dated Hampstead, October 23, 1833. Quoted 
from in S. D. Collet, op. cit., pp. lxix-lxx. 

Lucy Aikin to Dr. William Ellery Channing; 
dated September 6, 1,$31. Quoted from inS. D. 

• 

Collet, op. cit., p. lxxi. (Miss Aikin seems to 
have frequently corresponded with Dr. Chan
ning ; doubtless, therefore, Roy was mentioned 
more often than would be implied by these 
two letters only.) 

12. Letters from a Unitarian Clergyman on Rammobun 
Roy ; dated Liverpool, April 19, 1830 and 
April, 29, 1830. Published in Christian Register, 
Vol. X, p. 180 (August 13, 1830). 

13. 

14. 

Letter from the English Unitarian Association for 
the purpose of correcting certain statements 
ma.de concerning Rammohun Roy in the 
llforning C.,hronicle . Published in Christian 
Register, Vol. X, p."128 (August 6). 

Dr. T. Boot to Mr. J. B. Estlin, describing the 
meeting of Rammohun Roy and Dr. Tucker
man. Letter dated L ondon, November 27, 
183:L Published in Mary Carpenter, Last 

• Da))s ... of Rajah Rammohun Ro)), p. 169 ; also in 
S. D.Collet, op. cit., pp, lxii~lxv. 

Thus, through let'ters written about Rammohun Roy, 
as well as ihrough his own correspondence with 
Americans ; through periodical and book literature by 
and about him in circulation in the various public and 
private libraries, Rammohun Roy became known to the 
American publi ~. On the basis of this information, an 
attempt is made to estimate his possible influence on 
American thought during the years 1816-1840 . 

• 

• 

20 

. 
• 

• 



• 4. CONCLUSION 

On the basis of the material here presf'nted, it is 
evident that English and American periodicals were the 
agencies of major importance in making Rammohun Roy 
known in the United States. 

The works of Rammihun Roy, letters written by and 
about him, and tmvel books containing references to him 
may be said to constitute a group of secondary import· 
ance. Among these, the works of Roy, which seem to 
have circulated ft·eely among the Unitarians of N~w 
England, were probably the most powerful point of 
contact between that group and the Indian reformer. 
Private correspondence between Rammohun Roy and 
Americe1n religions leaders was also of great importance, 
both to the individual, and-when such letters were 
published, as for example, in the Christian Register 01· the • 
Unitarian .Miscellany-also to the public. Of uncertain 
influence was the personal contact of Ralll mohun Ro.v 
with Dr. Joseph Tuckerman, with Dr. Kirkland, formef 
president of Harvard, with Dr. Boot, and with other 
Americans in England. 18 

But for various reasons English and American periodi
cals that dealt with Roy were undoubtedly the source of 
greatest influence in making him known in the United 
States. Periodicals had extensive circulation, and their 
readers were numerous. Moreover, the price of magazines 
was little as compared with that of books. Tt was•through 
American and English pel'iodicals, therefore, that the two 
general types of ct·iticism and discussion of Rammohun 
Roy came before the American reading public of the 
period 1816-1840. One type of article, appearing parti
cularly during the early years of the period, presented 
him as a literary man, a Hindu writer and pbilosoper; the 
second type, which began to appear as soon as Roy had 
become openly interested in Christianity and particularly, 
in Unitarianism, heralded him as a religious figure, a 
Christian and Unitarian convert. 

The first important discussion o( R~mmohun Roy as a 
writer and philosopher appeared in the North American 

• . 
18. Rammohun Roy's meeting-nr. Tuckerman, Dr. Kiddund, 

l\fr. Phillips and l\fr. Deway is discnssed in a letter•from Dr. 
Boot, dated London, November 27, 1833. S. D. Collet Rajct 
Rammohun Roy, pp. lxii-lxv. ' 

• 

-



• 
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Re'liiew as early as 1818. 1 9 This was an article explaining 
the literary place of the Vedas, and commenting on their 
translation by Roy : . 

A considerable excitement has lately heen produced in India 
by the :1 1 tempts of a ve1·y wealthy and learned nr.tive, named 
Rammobnn Roy, to restore the pure doctrines of the Vedas. 
He has tran slated several chapters of these sacred books into 
t.he Beng-:dee language, and circulated them among hi s country
men. Th ·~ parts which he has translated are those which 
treat of a Bupreme Being, his character .... He claims, these had 
been entirely misinterpreted by ~1e Brahmins .... Numhers, who 
knew noth :ng of the Verlas except from the interpretations of 
their prieo.ts, a re [through Roy's translations] made acqun in ted 

• with its tme nnd most important doctrines .... Their influence 
is sprendin g, a nd s t.rong h opes may justly be entertained of 
grtat and beneficial results. 

We have before ns three pamphlets published during the last 
eighteen months in Calcutta by Rammohun Roy .... vVe purpose 
to g ive s'l:.ch ex tracts of these pamphlets as may serve to make 

. our rellders somewhat acquainted with the present notions of 
the Hindoo~, the pme doctrines of their sacred hooks, and 
the v iews and motives of the learn ed native whom we have 

• mentioned ... . The author's great object seems to be to do awny 
wiil1 worship of idols and to introd uce in its stead that of one 
Supreme Being. ' 

After a summary and a detailed discusssion of Roy's 
ideas, illustrated by extracts from the translations of the 
Vedanta, the reviewer concluded: 

vVe have dealt longer on this subjec t, because it is novel, 
at lenst in th is country, and hecause it is likely hereafter to 
attrcftt much attention. Rnmmohnn Roy is not a Christian, 
it is true, but the doctrine he inculcates differs very li ttle from 
the Christin n doctrine respecting the 11 a ture and attributes of 
the Deity. It is th e same in its spirit and objects. · 

Other dis,mssions of Roy from the literary and philo~ 
sop hi cal ang ie appeared in the New Y orq Review and the 
Analectic Maaazine . The first of these, sufficiently out
stand ing to have influenced the train of American thought 
by drawing attention to R oy's "Precepts of Jesus," 2 0 was 
a review of. that tract by WilliaiU Cullen Bryant. 21 This 
a rticle, although it gave some attention to the \Jnitarian-

19. Vol. VI, pp. • 386-393. This art.iclt- by William Tudor 
m!ty l>e considered as one of that publication's more import-ant . . 
rev1 ews. . • 

20. ''The Precepts of Jesus'' had been published in New York 
by B. B~tes, 1B25. 

21. New York Review, Vol. I, pp. 442-453 (1825). 
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Trinitarian controversy, handled its religious subject 
in a purely non-sectarian way. In it Roy was regarded as 
a Hindu, not a Christian. 

Alti10ugh this [i.e., "The Precepts of Jesus''] is a work of 
religious controversy, it is not ns such thnt we nre at prese1it 
to consider it .... 'Ve were not disposed to. ngree with the nuthor 
.in nil his views .... Two things, however, we apprehend : the 
writer's fnmili11rity with 'Vestem lenrning, nnd his grent 
command of the English language. It seems to us thnt the 
labours of this extraordiuary mnn cannot but have some 
favourable effect upon the.desti n ies of Hindostan. 

This article included a brief biography of Roy, based on 
articles in the Monthly Repository and the Ghronique Religie
use, quotations from the preface of the "Pt·ecepts of J esu!;,'' 
and from the articles in the Friend of India dealing with the 
Marshman controversy. 

Also illustrative of the American review of Rammohun 
.Roy as a literary figure was an article in the Analectic 
Magazine of 1820.2 2 This included a discussion of Roy's • 
writings in defence of Hindu theism, as well as an account 
of his tracts written in connection with the Unitarian 
controversy, thus dealing with the Hindu as well as th~ 
Christian angle of Roy's interpretation. Notwithstanding 
differences in points of view, stated the article, "we appre
hend that an investigation of Hindu religion will not be 
wholly uninteresting, even to those whose practice is not 
to be affected by a discussion of its principles." That the 
writer of this article had no very high estimate of the 
Raja is evident from the concluding comment, which 
follows a discussion of Roy 's activities against idolatry, 
and the resultant Hindu controversy : • 

I mn at a loss to nnclerstnnd how the leamed Brnbmin 
could admit so clark a con trndiction ! i.e., in Roy's met~~ phy
sical explanation of the Godhead] into his "Lunar light of the 
Vedant.'' Rtunmohun Roy, ttaching the unity of God on 
the principle of the Vedas, is indeed like a sculptor endeavor
ing to form a statue from a mnss of coarse and crude materi
als, wihch are iucnpnble of admitting elegnnce of form, or 
the display of excellence of workmnnship. But he shows 
great though unavailing ingenuity in his attempts. 

A second type of discussion of Ramm~hun Roy regarded 
him not from the literary or philosophic angle, but from 
the religious. Articles of this type were often highly 
argumentative, one group of writers contending that !toy 
was a Christian, another assertiitg that he was not. 

22. Vol. XV, pp. 129-147 (February, 1820). 

• 

-
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Most vehement in its statements that Roy was not 
entitled to the name of Christian was the Baptist publica
tion, the Christian Watchman. The Unitarian Christian 
Register, on the othe1· hand, was most positive rn its 
assertions that Roy wa:; a Christian, and the Boston 
Observer also enlisted in his defence. 

Illustrative of the belligerent attitude of the Christian 
Watchman was the article in an isssue of 1820 which 
contended that Roy "has no more faith in .the gospel than 
Mobammet had, and that he does not believe in the 
scripture as a revelation o f God." 2 3 • This, as well as other 
statements in the article tending to lower the Christian 
reader's opmwn of Roy's character, was immediately 

• repliJ3d to by the C hrislian Register :2 4 

'Ve are surprised to notice in the W atchm.art of yesterday, 
a very harsh and virulent attack on Rammohun Roy, denying 
that he is a Cltri stian, declaring that he "has no more faith 
in the Gospel than .Mohammet had," and that he do.es Il)t 
believe the scriptures as a revelation from God .. . ... Those who 

• allow no man the name of Christian, or consider anyone a 
believer in Chri st who does not admit into his creed the whole 
circle of TriJlitarian and Calvinistic jargon, may well call such 

• a man as Rammohun Roy no Christian, a disbeliever in 
Revelation, a fit companion of Mohammet ...... The attempt to 
depreciate the character . of Rammohun Roy is evidence with 
how much dread his iufinence is regarded as an opposer of 
Trinitarian and Calvinistic dogmas. 

Also a defender of Roy, the Boston Observer nevertheless 
criticized him for his so-called adherence to Socinianism. 

• A discussion of Roy in a 1835 issue of this periodical 
• introduced its subject by stating that a "silly article" with 

the title "Rammohun H oy not a Unitarian," 2 5 had been 
"going the rounds of t ne religious newspapers of this 
country." 

Few men of such rare excellence of charncter have been the 
subject of so much calumny as this great Hindoo Reformer, 
on account of hi s adopting Un itarian sentiments. He was 
frequently attacked, with reckless and unprincipled acrimony 
during .hi s life, as no·; worthy to bear the Christian name ; 

• but hardly has the grave closed over his remains, before n 
legiOJI of traducers, lil:e the devil contending with l\fichael 

~3. Apri l 20, 1827, p. 85. • 

24. Vol. VI, p. 62 (April-~1, 1827 ) . 

25. 
London 
(1834) 

"Unitarian Assu ':nptions" appeared originally in the 
Christian Obs~:rver, Vol. XXXVIII, pp. 669-670 
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the nrchnngel for the body of Moses, lay claim to his posses
sion, and deny him a place among those Christians whose 
principles he warmly espoused and ably defended. 26 

A~er presenting quotations from tl~e Christian Reformer 
and summarizing the contentions of Bishop Luscombe 
and Bishop Low 2 7 the writer of this article concluded : 

I do not urge Rnmmohun Roy as a model of orthodoxy
far from it; but from this statement it is clear that he dill think 
thnt the Scriptures teach what is called Socinianism , .. It 
nppenrs on th e very face of it [that ] Rammohun Roy wns not 
Trinitarian.... • 

The writer of the Christian Observer lnments that Ram
mohun Roy, while in England, wns so much encircled by the 
Socinian body that he was most unfavournbly circumsteJ,nced • 
for the coming to a fuller knowledge, thnn he acquired in 
lndin, of the true character of the Christian doctrine. The 
ignorance betrayed in this pamgraph of the whole history of 
Rnmmohun Roy while in India, both before and aftet· his 
conversion to Christianity, is too palpable to set right. It can 
hut excite a smile of contempt in every reader who know• 
nnyt.hing of the facts. 2 8 

The argumentative reviews and comments on Ram· 
mohun Roy, especially prevalent during the period 18t6-
1840, are further illustt·ated by an article that appeared 
in the Christian Disciple of 1823," 9 based, a~ thewritersta 1ed, 
on a review of sixteen ''publications now before us." This 
article presented extracts from these several publications 
and from the MonthlJ) RepositorJ), and a brief biography 
of Rammobun Roy, as well as quotations from the 
comment on him by Li.eutenant·Colonel Fitzclarence30 and. 
Abbe Dubois. 31 Its own opinion the Christi,pn Disciple • 
expressed in these words; 

But remarkable man as we conceive Rammohun Roy to he, 
we do not regard him as a monster. However eminent. before 
his contemporaries, 110 man's habits of thought are forme(! 

26. BoRton Observer, Vol. I, p. 5+ (Fehmnry 12, 1835 ). 
27. Bishop Luscombe nnd Bishop Low had conlende<l that 

Roy was a member of the E;;tablishell Church ; the Christian 
Reforlller had answered this contention (Vol. I, p. 850, 1834) 
in an article entitled "Bishop Luscombe and Bishop L'>w." • 

28. This nrticle shows the importanC!J of English periodical 
mnterial on Rammohun Roy. It is iJlleresting to note that an 
American writer ;s here defending Roy against English cirticism. 

29. Vol. V, p. 363. • 
30. Journal of a Route a~ross l11dia, through Egypt to 

England, 1817-1818. 
31. Description of the Character, Manners, and Customs 

of the People of India. 
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independently of all fm n·ouncling iufluences, or are radicnlly 
different from those of his associates. Nay, lhe praise of 
distingui shed men is for the most part that they actually 
perform th at of which olbe rs, under smilar· iufluences, stjJI fall 
a little short ... 

'Ve apprehend, lhw, that the works of Rammohun Roy 
are not to be regarcle:l merely as tr0phies of the power of the 
uncommon individual mind. T hey are proof to us that, as far 
as in sight, not e·vidence and the capacil.y of just reasouing 
goes, there is in th e mind $ of hi s countryman of similar rank 
:111d education , a degrEe of preparatio1r for Chri stianity. 

This a rticle even defended Roy's sustaining of his 
• caste. an act which laid him open to much abuse by 

C'h ristian s . 

The extent of discu ssion of these two types-that is, 
th e literary review and the argumentative discourse that 
appeared about Ramm ohun Roy in the United States, is 
evident from the considerable number of Ameri can peri
~dicals that contained s uch mate rial. 3 2 Englis h periodicals, 
however, de a lt mor13 extensively with the Raja than 
did American, and it was t hrough them , either directly · 
or • indire ctly by paraphras e or verbatim copying in 
America n journa ls, th a t discuss ion of Roy came before 
the American public. 

Direct influence of English publications is seen in the 
case of Blackwood'!; Edinburgh Magazine, a journa l of wide 
circulat ion in Amedca, which in 1818 published an 
analytical review of the works of Rammohun Roy. 33 This 

• · article discussed Roy's English writings in detail, illus
trating w i~ copious excerpts and quotations, as did most 
literar y reviews t 1.1at dealt with Roy. Its attitude is 
evident from the following paragraph : 

-

There is no absurdity in stati ng that the Hin<loo who has 
made him self completely master of Engli sh literature, cannot 
possibly be a sla ve to the more disgusting or absurd parts of 
hi s uative superstit ions .... \Ve should have embraced the 
present opporltnity of entering more in detai l into the 
merils of th is eminent mau'd performance, but we hnve 
deferred doing w, because we hope ere long to have more of 
them in our pCissession ...... May hi s success be such as 
he deserves. • 

. 
32. Some lwenty-fiv.e are ftstet! in Section II of this stndy. 

See "Peri~o~dicnls containing material concerning Rammohun 
Roy,'' pflges 90-121 supra. 

33, Vol. IV, 141~148 (November, 1818). 
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Typical of the type of contl'Oversial article that ori
ginated in England and was reprinted in America, is that 
entitled "Rammohun Roy," contained in the December 
1833 issue of A me ric an periodical, the Select journal. 34 This 
article quoted from several English publications, such as 
the Asiatic journal ; the Atheneaum of October 5, 1833, with 
its article by Sandford Arnot; the Court journal of the 
same year, with its biography of Roy by Montgomery 
Robert Martin ;3 5 and the Bristol Gazette with its biography 
by Dr. Lant Carpenter. 36 The writer of the American article, 
however, took issue wijh certain statements made by these 
English authors; particularly did he disagree with the 
statement made by Sandford Arnot, that to show that Roy 
himself "was a Unitarian, or a Christian, in any particular 
form, would require a distinct speuies of evidence . ..-hich • 
his works do not furnish ...... " "What is implied,'' stated 
the American writer, "is affirmed broadly and offensively 
in the article in the Court journal" ; 

It is quite ridiculous, it is sttid, to witness the auclacil.y 
with which the Unitarians and Trinitarians in England 
contend for the honour of this highly gifted man, havi1~g 
renounced the idolatry of his countrymen for their sect. 
The fact is, Rnmmohun Roy was a Lutheran with the church
men, u Unitarian with Dr. Carpenter, a follower of l\foses 
unci the Prophet with the Jews, a pure Hindoo, or rather a 
Buddhi~t with a few of his countrymen, and a good Mussul
man with the disciples of Mohammet ..•. He had uo faith in 
creeds, 11ud having renounced the ador11tion of a million 
Deities in Hindooism, because contrary to reason, he was not 
likely to he a believer iu the Triuiry, the doctrines of which 
are inscmtable to mortal reason. His Deism was at tim~ 
what some might term pure ; latterly he b~nme lost in• 
ideas of the future, the transmigmtion of the soul. 

''All this", wrote the editor in his personal comment, 
"we believe to be incorrect." 

The question whether Rammohun Roy were a Christian, 
in the proper sense of the wore!, we do not regard as one of 
much interest, and we rejoice that it may be considered ns 
settled by the evidence of Dr. Carpenter's addresses in his 
pamphlets, 

If a man's influence is at all commensurate with tlH;
esteem in which he is held, one cau safely say that Ram
mohun Roy helped color American thought. Though he 
was the target for much adverse criticism on the part of . • 

34. Vol. II, pp. 91-103 (December, 1833). 
35. Vol. V, p. 678 (October 5, 1833). 
36. October, 2, 1833. 

• 

• 
• 
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Americans and Englishmen who did not understand him, 
it is interest ing to note that not once was his character, 
defamed. WhE.t defamation there was, fell upon tl:rose who 
took it upon th ,~mselves to intet·pret the man and hts ideas, 
as in the instance of the wrangling between the Baptists 
and the Unitar'.ans. 

Typical of the attitude towards Roy among his sym
pa th izers is tha.t expressed by the Christian Register, shortly 
afte r the Raja's dea th : 

• 

The name a nd writings of e thi s d isLiH g tli shed man are 
fami liar te our readers, hi s relig ious works, written in Engli sh, 
havi ng been republi ~ lt ed in thi s country. A "tower of 

. s treng th" in the cause of Ch ri sti;:nity, Rammohun Roy re
gardeu our cou ntry with peculiar interest and received 
Ameri ca ns who so ught hi s acquaintance wi th strong express ions 
of pleasure. Those who have enjoye<.l the privilege of see ing 
him , speak of him in th e wn nnest terms of admiration, as 
being in perso n, manners, a nd co nversntion, the very ideal 
which th e i .nn g ination would ·form of him. It was hi s iuten
tion to have v isiteu us in the sprin g, and ma ny were a lready 
indulg in g in deli ghtful anti ci pation of seeing and conversing 
wi th the ma n. who, though removed from us by half th e g lobe, 
was yet bound to us by su ch strong ties of sympathy aud 
opiniou . 

Everything was reasonably to be hopeu from the in fluence 
of such a mind on the million s of h is Hindoo brethren, and 
had he li ved so me years longer the moral and relig ious aspect 
of the whole pen insula of Ind ia might have been changed. 3 7 

Surely a man, who could command such high esteem 
as thesEf' words indica te, could no t have been without 
influence upon his readers ! 

But Rammohun Roy is of s ignificance not only as an 
individual, but a lso as a rep t·esentative of t he Oriental 

·world. The large part played by Oriental thought in 
-determining the direction of periodica l material in the 
western world between the years 18 i6-1840 cannot but be 
evident from t;he bibliographical material th us far presented 
in t his study. And on ly the interest of the reading public 
could have induced the editors to con tinue offe ring it. 

This interE,st in.Orientalisn has a certain r elationship 
to the American me.n tal and spiritual outlook of the time. 
In the early y ears of the nin eteenth century there had 
be~n a longing for a larger life. This had led to U ni
tarianism which took on• organized form about the year 
1815. Bu_t the ext reme Lockian rationalism of the Unitariai1 

37. Vol. :XII, p. 183 (November .16, .1883). 

21 
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doctrine, which was "like a formal English garden with 
its straight walks and clipped hedges," caused a "revulsion 
against the intellect as the sole source of trutb," 3 8 and this 
feeling •of dissatisfaction resulted in the movement of 
Transcendentalism, with Ralph Waldo Emerson as its 
outstanding figure. 

Transcendentalism may be said to have blossomed soon 
after the demise of Rammohun Roy (1833), but for some 
years previous the aspiring idealists, who later composed 
the so-called 'I'ranscendintal group, were in a state of 
receptivity, either consciously or unconsciously, to trans
cendental doctrine. That Rammohun Roy was directly 
influential in the formulation of the Transcendental 
theories prevalent in New England at the time of Emer•son 
is not here maintained, but it is pointed out that Roy might 
have been such an influence, and that be probably was. 
It is certain, . at all events, that he was not unknown to 
the Transcendentalists ; his ideas were as familiar to them 
as was the Unitarianism which constituted the back-ground 
of practically every member of the group. 3 9 • 

That Ralph Waldo Emerson, during his Harvard days, 
knew of Rammohun Roy is evident from his lettM· 
addressed to his aunt. Mary Moody Emerson, in which 
he wrote: 

I know not any more about your Hindu convert than I have 
seen in the Christi(m Resister, and am truly rejoiced that 
the Unitarians have one trophy to build upon the plain where 
the zealous Trinitarians have builded thousands. 4 0 

38. Woodbridge Riley, American Thought, New York, 
H enry Holt and Company, 1915 p. 141. 

• 

• 

39. C. L. F. Gohdis, Periodicals of American Transcen
dentalism, p. 9, states : ~Although contemporaries o£ the move~ 
ment were not able to say what Tmnscendentalism was, they knew 
who the Transcendentalists were.... 0£ the exponents of Trans
cendentali sm in the narrow sense, only those who were actually 
regarded by their contemporaries as such ought to be mentioned. 
These, of course, were practically all Unitarians at one time or • 
another." James Murdock, Sketches of Modern Philosophy 
especially amo'ng the Germans, Edin~urgh, 1843, further 
stresses the connection of Transcendelltalism with Unitarianism, 
as does also a: W. Cooke in his Unitarianism itt America, 

. Boston, American Unitarian As~ociation, 1902. Mr. c1ooke 
believes that Emerson's doctrines" are the logical fulfilment of 
early Unitarianism. 

40. Dated June 10, 1822. J. E. Cabot, A Memoir of 
Emerson, Vol. I, pp. 80-81. 
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These words, though not showing any great personal 
interest in Rc.y on Emerson's part, do show that he ;ead 
the Christian Register, as, in all probability, did all the other 
future 'l'ransc·~ndentalists in their Unitarian homes. And 
in reading th[s periodical, Emerson was subject •to the 
influence of th•3 richest and most consistent collection of 
Rammohun Roy material in America. Furthermore, if 
he continued to read the Register, as he probably did, at 
least until about 1830, when he broke his connection with 
Unitarianism, no one could have been better informed 
concerning this great Hindu. Directly, or indirectly 
through Mary Moody Emerson, th..e Christian Register may 
have been Emerson's first source o't contact with Oriental 
thought, and Hammohun Roy, his first inter-agent. 

;t'hen, too, Emerson's student days at Harvard place 
him among those men in America who were most interested 
in Rammohun Roy and his doctrines. From 1829 to 1831 
Emerson acted in the capacity of assistant pastor in the 
church of the Reverend Henry Ware, one of Roy's strongest 
advocates in America ; surely through this contact, 

• Emerson must have become familiar with the ideas and 
personality o•' Roy. 

Because the Transcendentalists were interested in 
Qrienta lism, and because Rammohun Roy was interested 
in Christianity, the chasm between the Orient and the 
Occident, as personified in New England, was not as great 
as it migM otherwise have be<Jn. To the extent that 
Rammohun Roy was responsible fo1· the interest in the 
Orient, amo:1gst Americans in general, and amongst New 
Englanders in particular;to that extent was he an instru
ment for thE1 formation of the ideas of Emerson and his 

• associates, with their love of Oriental literature, philosophy, 
and relighm, 

That infc·rmation concerning Rammohun Roy entered 
the United States largely through religious channels may 
seem, on fin:t consideration, to have minimized his influence 
and resulte:d in giving the public but an incomplete 

. representation of him. As a matter of fact, however, this 
restriction was by no means wholly detrimental. In the 
first half of the nineteenth century, rejigion and religious 
controversy were front page news. Indeed, it was not 
unusual for articles dealing with Roy, often extending over 
several columns, to be the news of greatest importance in 
the paper and to o~cupy the correspondingly most impor
tant pla.:e. 4 1 . 

• 
41. For example, see .the Christian Register, December, 

1821 ; May 10, 1822 : A ug~st 30, 1822 ; May 14, 1824 ; also 
the Saleftl Courier, November 5, 1828, which devoted five 
columns to Rammolmn Roy, covering the entire front page and 
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The fact that Rammohun Roy was definitely allied, in 
the .A.merican mind, with Unitarian Christianity, helped in 
bringing him into prominence. It made him of interest 
particularly in New England and to future Transcendenta
lists, bl{t also to Americans in general, for Unitarianism 
was a point of great contention at t-he time and received 
much publicity, favorable and unfavorable. Had Roy 
not been plunged into religious controversy, he might have 
remained comparatively unknown, save to a few scholars. 
Until the advent of Roy, the Orient had seemed far removed 
and impersonal to American thought. But with the coming 
of this great leader the•e took place a certain fusion of 
East and West, a realization that in spite of distance and 
difference, the Indian, as personified in Rammohun Roy, 
was close kin to his American brother.42 

• 
It is certain that Ram mohun Roy was not a Christian 

in the orthodox sense. Rather, he belonged to a universal 
church based on comparative religious principles. He was 
a Christian in so far as Unitarian Christianity contained 
the primary tenets underlying all faiths. The teachings of 
Jesus he preferred to all other ethical laws or standards, • 
because he felt that they best expressed the great universa·l 
principles of religion. But after he became involved in 
petty religious disputes, after be had had the opportunity o' 
seeing how ineffectual the ethics and morals of the 
Christian religion were in western society, he turned from 
organized Christianity. In his dissatisfaction he formed 
his own religious organization, the Brabmo Samaj. 

a column of the eecond. For further record of front page 
articles, see snch notations nn(ler the various entries in the 
periodical bibliography, pages 90~121 supra. • 

42. This feeling of kinship is exemplified by a pamphlet 
included nmong "Tracts on Slavery" in the Boston Public 
Library. The pamphlet (the title page of which is missing) is 
apparently a copy of an address to the United States Congress 
against slavery and mnst have been delivered before lhe death 
of Rammohun Roy. It is here significant because lhe author, 
assuming the name of Rammohun Roy, paid the Hindu the 
highest compliment that he could be paid in America. The 
pertinent passages, which also show the familiarity of American 
readers with the Hindu, are as follows : 

" .... May no rule of equity, may no lu~t of power, that it is 
revolting to an nnclepraved mind either to exert or to endure, 
tempt us also to •destruction, and convert i.he garden of lhe unjon 
in to a field of blood ! • 

"In closing this !lddress, allow·me to assume the name of one 
of the most enlightened and benevolent of the humatl" race now 
liviJtg, though not a while man, Rammohun R oy." 

• 

• 
• 

-
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If Rammohun Roy was influential during the generation 
a fter his death, it was Rammohun Roy the Hindu, shorn of 
Christian embellishments, who lived on. For a second 
time the chasm between the Orient and the Occid~t was 
effectively bridged. Both Rammohun Roy and the Trans
cendenta lists, because they felt the barrenness and impo
tence of t :lle utilitarian philosophy, turned from unitarian 
Christianity ;4 3 their beliefs became identical in substance, 
like two waves that surge toward the shore, one behind 

• the othe1·, and become one as they reach the sands 
of time. 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
. 

• 43. 0. B. Frothingham; Transcendentalism itt New 
England, .New York, G . P. Putnam, 1876, 383 pp. See chapter 

• entitled "Religion." 
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