
PREFACE 

In the following chapters, an attempt has been made to study the different aspects of 

relationship between Assam and Bhutan with special reference to Duars from 1681 to 

1949. This period is replete with events and consequential changes that proved to be crucial 
~ 

in deterrriining the relationship between this two states. During the -period under review 

while Assam was subjected to be a network of event starting from Ahom dynasty to that of 

independent from the British colonial rule as an integral part of the State of India, Bhutan 

enjoyed a continuous rule of monarchy from the time of Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal 

(1594 to 1651) under the Wangchuk Monarchy. Bhutan was also subjected to major socio

economic and political changes. In the midst of these fundamental changes, both Assam 

and Bhut,an, a distinct trend of relationship between Assam and Bhutan could be noticed. 

This relationship provides interesting reading in the light of political as well as socio

economic evolution that took place in the two states. 

During the period under review, the relationship was governed by a unique mechanism 

which is popularly known as Duars. We have made an elaborate study of this mechanism 

of Duars. We have also tried to examine the working of the Duars not only as the channel 

of communication but also as conduit of trade and commerce between the two countries. 

We have also shown as how the Duars served to develop gradually the Assam-Bhutan 

relations into full fledged trade relations. 

To ensure a convenient study of Assam-Bhutan relations with special reference to 

Duars in the period under review the work is divided into following chapters. 

The chapter I, introduction, traces the physical geography, climate, river, forest, flora 

and fauna and the condition of the land which have a great bearing on its history. In Chapter 

ll, the political history of Assam and BhJJtan of the relevant period is taken into consideration, 

this chapter indicates the general trend of political history of both Assam and Bhutan, that 

will be of crucial importance to identify the rule played by the Duars as a bridge between 

the two territories. 

Chapter Ill deals with the conceptual evolution link between Assam and Bhutan. In 

this chapter emphasis has been given on the historical dimension of the evolution of the 



concept of Duars, reference also been made regarding the thirteen optional Duars between 

Assam and Bhutan. 

Chapter IV, V, VI, Vll are deals with the relations between Assam and Bhutan. The 

classification have been made in terms of relevant period that is 1681-1826, 1826-1865, 

1865-1910 and 1910-1949 respectively while dealing with the periodic relations between 

the two territories. I have tried to identify distinct pattern of Assam and Bhutan relation in 

all the four period. 

Chapter VITI retains a description of the trade and commerce during the period 

under review. And the last i.e. Chapter IX, deals with conclusion of the study. 

I sincerely believed that I used standard references in aid of my study in order to 

substantial the various point discussed. At the sametime attempt has been made to use all 

the available materials all relevant to our study. The bibliography shown the extant of the 

study. While I have tried my level best to review the Assam-Bhutan relations in special 

reference to the Duars in the period under review, I don't think that it is the last work qn the 

subject. 
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