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I 

DytuuB.ice or thfl !ndiml s-,c1&ty. 
••• e ·• . ..., •••"'-'*t j Jilb::»-•....,..·,..,.:~._.. ....... ..,. •• 

It i e gener-ally adm1 t tf!1 th.a t the f!,;)e 1o .. pol1 tie al 

lif'tJ or ~ver:y sta.t&· .... ey!ltem h~~ its O'\!tt b~flic. feature~ .and one, 

vi'lo 1 s intereet•d. in anal1 sine such e system, enould explore 'the ee 

obe0ned the.t every $'tata b.aG its own •valt.le- $Yt'ltem• and its 

~cio-econom1e •~ructurQ is ~asQntiallY b~sed on thi~ •v~lue-

syste"''• This i:!l V(f})1!3 much ~rue in th& c.aae ot Indian st~t• 

tr1 etes. India had w!tness•d the .irup&et or the Hrit1sh :rule on 411 

In tb.1s 

ectlon1 a br:tct attempt b.as bc~n made t-~ I!Ulnlrs" th6&e dlm~nr.ions 

with a view to l3Xplor1n~ tbe n~ture of' th., dYnam.i.c~ or In1.1atl 

!O<!iety. 

or.1a1nuhr. there ve.r& tt1:t>ee or four C·!'listetl (V~l"na.~). :Bu.t !tUbs._ .... ....,, 
quently as a result ·of the :raei al adw1xture1 geo,gzogphieal expttnr;1on,, 

and ~rowtb of craft•. \to'h1ch brought into •xi ~tence n0w voeat1orus, 
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the or1gtnal ea•to" (~r VarnruJ) broke up int~".varioue• s~alleD 

c~utt·*• and sub-c~stes ( Jt,ttl G). 

The C!U;te~ wer~~ bier.arcF-.ioallY gr~ded. E~1ch: 

eaflt• 1• b~it'lg eoi~eidered interior to thon above tt, and superior 

to tt.tOse below it. :the ~tatus or a man wae detQro1ned:, by the 

" 

The e~ste sYete:s was underaocr~tlo .snd autbof)ar~•n 

tb1tt $Oei al pyr~.uni. d fitcmd th~. o~ ~tfi ot B~anmtna w~:o had tho r.uono­

pol.Y right to orfici11te •1> priest vitb exelu~1ve aec.esa to atl 

higne~ :religious ~md seeular loarn1n~ and kBO""i!Iledge 'While, at th• 

b!!l~G parme4 the :.aul• or Ehudras together vi t1:1 tho untou.ch?tblee and 

even unapproachable who~ tb~ $Ch•m• or tbe Hindu society, !ftnfttl­

fiel! b.Y tth• Hindu l'eli,~ion and. eo.for~ea. by ttl& coe~cive ptnr~r 0f 

the Rlndu s~ato, had ast!l1c;nod th.• du.ty ot se~·ving ail othiil" C&$t•e · 

and conetJ"ained to follow under the threat of seve.tt•gt penal'ty, 
. (2) 

«Ucb. lov vocations ae those ot ttHlV&nger~, tan:-u~rs Gd otb<~rf!." 

. Caet• 413 ste~ mtlde the bir til tbe ba &1 s tlf' r-oe1 al 

grouptna. 11.It implies not only the neget1on ot equa1.1ty but thw 
(3) 

or~ani§tion ot 1noquat1ty exclusively ori tne basis ot 1nher1tctno"' 

{11) U.ntro!oU~h.f.~.:tt_x: 'Ihe untouebar·les wo!.''ii~ pr~eluded trom "eueh 

•liao~ttley rights ~!II the rietbt of entr, to public tetnpt~s or ot the 
\ 
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eonteminsted a =te-mbe~ of tne bi;Jher O!Q.stes, eonst:!tut$d a roost 
(4) 

inhuman f'or<m of. .JJG(; j.al o.P,?re f2!1ioa. n : .'- .. :··_!··.- .. 

tl.ll men '"'ere not eqt~al 'before thG aye e ot.' lav.r. 

•\n tU'lCouehltble wtus puni ~hed more <tr:·u~ticft.llY tb~n a· c~u~t• Hindu 

W~:ilo :eommitteti the !lattte eriJ:e. 

"ln C~tt~htr to f!Otltinue their do~1n£lit1on over Indi~ 

the Brititb. gove.rntfJ0nt purw•d a policy of eeleetive edueati.on 

'Whieh hal.Ped to perpetunte 'the ax1 et1ng 1n•qaal 'l.ty berortt the 

continued to observe segroration again!!t the lo·uer enttte e. Entry 

to tho temJ~le pren1i $Et &t -where th.~ sohool eJ werl;l ~ont\'!letsd, ~us 

tor'b 1dden to the stud en te ¢ ha111ag trom the un touehrable oommu-

or tho temple sehool. ':-fb.e untouohabl• students l!fer~ not· .pem1 tted 

to drink from tile potf;. This atrocious sptri't ot tegr4g~tion vss 

tJO erude and craol that •ven the metnod or p'alli ~hment · m&t.ed t)\tt 

to thGt untouchable students was one different troa the method 

st\1'~1ene~ ver'!ll be2ton. with atickf't tne untouehabl• student a ~i'l"tt 

hit clods and st.:Jnes from o. d.i et~nee lest the touc-hllbl• taacruir 
(5) 

get$ polluted.'' 

Ev•l& n~,t tbe ~~ilfinstone e\lll ~rl:e, Bombsy 1 

A!!be(Ucar wa' refu~.~d p~rmi!l£11on to $tlldY m~n.~~i·t, t.ne holy 
(6) 

·'-,_ lan{-~ue&ge o.f the Brllhmin pr1.eets. 1t 
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Dr~ Ambedltar det!e~ibed t.be ei;.at@ of" slavery ot 

the untouetlal.'lltt~ ~ill denial. ot hu?t~ttn- rlr,;ht at the t;ime or giving 

ev1deno• befQre the refom~t eomm1tte~ (Fr~h1se) ( f-out:b. lH,rougb. 

of the t:Na~ta\1ent e~t:l 'lot be attempt!t1~a. fb.~ wor·l1, .u"'t~u~hable i't! 

~t& epitome ot tn~1r ill$ !U.id $'df'f~.r.!ngs. Bot oray n~u1 untoucha-

bility a.~l!ost~d tM gr<nitb ot ·th~ir. p~rsona'tit;r but 1t com~G 1n 

man nappt>tl.S to e~o:~H~ bl~ t::.e ha:e; t~ i3e out ot~ tbe v~JY a,Q;~ st~>:i at 

s:u~h ~. dl sta.n.ce th&t ht s snad:ow \411. aot .ft4l1 on the b.1gh ~ ml$tt\! 

asn. i'be untoueh~.hle evots not a ~lt!!:etl. Cltl~eneb:t.pa 1# a 

bundte at rights men ae p.ru•oonst l:U;erty, :t"1;sht. to ttl)ld p:iv~~at~ 

proPE!J&ty, eq~l~11 t$' before let.v, 1 :H;e:!l."'tY of ~otteoittlloe, freedom ot 

opimon, "peiloh1 right ot ee~emblJ 1 rtgtat of re pre aEtn:ttJ£t1on 1n a 
. (1) 

country' a government and .r1.~nt to b~ld: otf:ieo under the. stat~.~~ 

~~fH~l1~.r·r, ii/gektuuullia eondomrl~{! th(i m1!!&ninttleus 

m~·tapl".ysioal di&JU·6~.toa~ 2nd argunH;Dt$, .al~o~t e~re~QUid and 

~.& spaei at ty ·the toucn-~e-not13m ot the u;:q;~ ~ c.s ~t~-, e.. .. "~ .~tig:i~~n 

. iJ~ in thea ~tohen. · OUr God is tbe e~oit1ng pot and ou.r re11e;i.on 

.is ·= Don• 't toacb m(11, I a.m iwl.yn.,. 

- . 

India w~s c.usto• ridfl~n end th~ tl('!"Mllf ot old 



might.eome bf po~t1v~ legislation, f~ut the D~1tish government, 
. . - . 

wbich was· .th~ leg! slat! ve authority, ·had no '.11l sa to ant~onise the 
. . . . . ' (8) .. '. 

conservative elements on whose .~ppo'rt 1t count~d." 
' . . . 

;:/·. 

(.:iii)• !iei'!W.. \'Jo:nen ·had a very ·low po,s1t1on irt the society. For 

centuries Women WaS assigned a position ·SUbordinate to man .•. uLaW 

and religion did not reeogni se the. equa.li. ty and equal rights o·f 

man and womarh Socially pel'1D1 t ted man to have rights· and frs~dom 

from which woman 'f;tras ·excluded. Ditferent· stend~rds were adopted 
. . . . . (9) 

tc) 3udge ·the 1nd1 vidual and social conduct of' m~ and woman. " .. 

~irth determined the status of' an 1ndiv1d.ual in 

the society. .l'he di$ab111tias or woman arose from the fact that 

'l'hi s 1nf'erim." status or ~;om9ll was made 

· sacrosanct by religious ordinanees. 

"Pren,.enting inter-marriage was the· most. 1ntores-

'\ting thisn and witb. th1s motive they introduced child marr1a.;~ 
\ 
~ii~ prohib1t.ion o£ "'~dow merJ:inga.. If' woman enjoyed· the freedom 

or ·~erei r.i~g their rigbts in the selection or their husbands, it 
~'. 

would ··~e tutite to compel ·ttlem to give up their rights-. '.ine 
\ 

easiest ... ~hing tb.~rerore, 1~ to give a:way these girls in marriage 
... 

\ 

before the~\were otd enough to protest. The.:re <t-.-as a danger that 

on the death\i):t" their but;~bsnd~;, th.e)P might viol1te east0 re strie-
. ', · .. 

tious and marr;\\outside the c~~te, if' vidow mar.d.f:lge ~ere p~rm!-
-~ ' . 
. \: . 

t ted. The Brahm!'~:·; la.w maker s1 th.cre!'ore, d~elded th3t a widow 
·, 

should not marry ~net .. the most mer1tot-1ous thing she eould ·1o was 

to burn her self ~11th tf,.e dea.dbody of her hu sb9nd. . nt stor.tan ~re 
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on tho 11t ~£".Y, 1947. Mr. n. D.11~ ~~ memb(>r or the 

conlt1tu\1!nt ~£¥sei!:bly stated in the !Sl\:e.mbly H~ll hi~ painful 

experil'ince curing tn~ Ben3.~l ram 1ne "~hen lllkns or .,.'Oman ware 

vher~ ther~ 11t'e les.s votlen en;• 't>J~ t;hur they we:r~ u.~ed to ~pply 

womvm t·o the huge Brlt.i ff.h. ~trmy· 'that ~t~.e then 1n the Et!uttern i)tlt't ot 

India, that i.tl !l problem th~.t t:'tO(j1~l worker$ m~~t ·\ii~l"k out. ·1:~u.t ! 

vo\lld hsv& ~f.H~n hap}:>1 to see Ht~af'flo in wom0n!' b~irl~ $lJ0Cit;tlly 

of Ind.ia still a~p.rt'li'hend thGt in:;;p!te ot this proviGioo. .in the . 

Velqudan on the lst 14~1, 1947 i.n thtW Conat1 tuefl.t Ass&mbly d1J~h·lg 

tbe delib&r~tion. of tb.~ pr-ovi ~ion of Funda.11ental HiJ~htSJ ~howi!d how 

the und~·r..ao~s ot tho country had been eu.!'tar.ing t'ro!ll ~eonol1l1c 
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oconQts1e t$evolut1on .in fasoie~t sotr1ril estructure ~xi sting 1n India. 

All tho d1eatJ1l!tios <5f: the und@rd'ilgs of tbis l11n•:! ~ret mainly ~~ue 

to ee~uomie backw.ardne$.S of ·the unf'"';,rtunr-Jt,e br-ethren .or the· llt;l!;'lee .. 

ted commun.ity. 

tb1$land will h;tV0 t~ ~or~ ·witho~t trett1ng ~tly remuna:.r~.t1on ~hllt­

soGv~r (:Ven :t'"or their daily ma:tntenanc~ and tho paopla who vo.tt 1n 

t:he fields or in ot~h·nr pl.aeef'5 ~11 iH~'Q"fi to go b!.ck te thf11r hot:no 

to d~11ttr1d -wages ev~n thou~;h ttl~:/ vlll \Jork t"o.r day nnd rlis;ht.. It 

the i)Ci;>ple 8-'ll"fJ ~~llot\ 'U.i)r.>.n. to ~~~~~ori£ t1t'ld ~H10ll t\lf.1j' d~ n.ot {;o fo:t• t{;.~t 

not tb.e 'If:/ stem of b(~~ntr in otb~r Pnrts of: !ntii~l, aloo~t ~- s1m1l ar 

sort of' eomrJUl~l·~n e::d.st»; tl:lro\Jghoat;; Inr1i& and tbo major:tty of the 

people nre subjected to e.xploitntiorl economic~l~? and 1n ~ll ~ortli 

th(;·tt\!1 qre rult;;·n mud r.:;•:n.tlation.s Nlg~rd1ng thi~ 1n cert~in provinees, 

til~ r,y stem still p!?~v.ail s and the people ~:;o a~$ subject~ d. to the 

ffo thl$ 

el;Q,U.~a when it l.!01lH!;s in €t:zti:;;tcnce will i.i~ive k.9:·t'~at r~lit.»f t~ ."! grHn1~ 

nuro.b~r of ,l)~ople· \lho ar·~ s1ibjec ted 'to eeonon:1e f:?Jtplo~tntion, vhen 

'ttbi s ~o.rt oi c.rcort>Otdc e.xploitrd:ion is ~l imin~ttJd from th1 s lan-i, 

th~· unth0t"dog s lf.1ll al ,;o ria& up snd will be 1n a posi·tion to aa~ert 
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th&lr right and keep up their aelt-r~speet and dignity and tbcay to~ 

will hsve a right to ·enjoy like tile people belonginir to the up·;Jer 
. (13) 

ctiu~s or UP!1~-r eQ.steS].,n 

(v) l'Sstqrl;;.>!f!JCJJ.. Pre.:Br:tti~h In:11an economy y~.s th~ AfJ1atle ve.t"iety 

or f4Cudal 0eonomy vi ttl C$rta.!.n unique features d1 t.tingt.\:1 .. r,hing 1 t 

( 14) 
irrigation and o·tnor public '\iiOtils as tho concern of the state. 

During the l:lri ti. .sn rllle private pr.~pozoty .in land 

C.tnl~ into bc1U~· f;And. b"c'HilM:C )U".iil'.~ta property, .tA oommodi ty J.n the 

~arket vhi~h coUld be aort!eeed, pu~ef:uu~cd. ol' aoldG xh~ :ar1 t.i eh 

rule i(ept Ind-ia 11~ p~imar·ilY an agrat'1tdl.1 r~;v matQr!~l produe:tnc 

eotony ot Britain ~nd at ~ .o.u~:rket fur- Dr1t1sh Industriee. 

During the V'irst tiorld VJAr Il'ldustry proih.teed 

enormous dividend~ .. "1:'':10~ to 2')\?.l; r~om tba jute mtl.l t1 of BttnHal 

·and cotton r.tt.lltz of J';o=h~, Ah:m(;Jdabtld nnd e<l sowhore. ff~me or the 

dtVidends !'lowed to the Ol,:tlc.U•IJ! l!>f f'o:re.dgn oavital ln L'UndQe titlld 

Lon<j.on, fl.9m$· ~out to tvcll tt1e r-iehi!'~ of Indio.il iiil.ll.iona1res. And· 

yet che workers vho Cl">l!~ted til~$• <:U.videnu~ lived. ~t an 1ncr~dialrlY 

low level ot e.'ld.~tiance in filthy's c.Urtease-ridden hovels w1tb 

no wlndow or chimn~, no light or water mupply, n.o $&n1ta~·1 
(151 

arr.-.ange.,.en.t :~. 11 

tiebru $t~·ted hi$ p~1ntut. expert cn.ee llb~'ut thG 

1ntluetr:f.~l 'WOrkers: .in h1$ boWiC,· LJiseovcry o.t"' Indta. ni t-fd!&Entber 
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vi siting some or tb.O< eltlms and hovole of tudu.striat ~.orker1, 

grasping rov breatll U1~.:sre 1 and ctJm1ng out dozed and full or 
horror and anger. .I reafttabt~r sl so €101ng down a eou min~ in 

Jh~ri,a and settag th\l conditions in vhieh our women folk vor.~ed 

me tb!1t burama bein~ should lab~ur thus~ Wo!!$n wer~ t:'l.U.bsequcntly 

pr01.11b:i t.e\fi tr':'im wor;:cing unde~. grl:)und. .But ng,,. th~y · h!l.Ve been 

st'at baelt thi<lt"e because we !l!*e t~ld, \t,!sr net-,d.s r~lqui..re ad1'1i tiooal 

labou~. .And y~t raill:tons .of men are •tt!t""V'ing ttnd un~mploy•d; 

th.~r• is no ln.o!t ot men. But ·th~ ""'age~ ~'re· eo lovJ !lll'l~ tn~ eont11-
(l6) 

t1ons Qr w~;,~ so bn(a th.~t tbey d.o aot at t:r~et. n 

irn.JJMJWal 
sfh~ p~ a ~ant$ we r& !i~rvi l e and re. :i\r ri.ddtrf n, the 

ll~d1v1(1u::t1 ~'Ork.:~:ro wore no l1>2t.t"1:r. 'r:hf) m1ddte elas~c~r, th&. 

1ntel.l1gent1e \:il1'l o1ight hav~ b~en beacon lightG :tn the t~nvelvtn.g 

darkuess, were them!elvf~S ~bmt .rged in th1 s atl p&rvad.1ng a;loo::a. 

Iu $~$le \fays tueiz: er.>ndtt!on "W~~& e·ven mo-l?~l pitiful than thnt of 

the pe~lllltltry. •• •••• !bil pe&s!lO.tf!l $tat .. ved 1 yet cHHltur~.oe of a.n 

Utlequal strug€::1~ !tCQinet ni.e anvirGru:t>l:!'nt ha~ taught him to endtJ~ 

nnd even 1n poverty 'llld starvntion be had tt eBrta1n eala dignity, 

tb.ey did. not kn-1)-w wh(}re to l ')t'f<, fo:t" ne:i ther th.-e old nor th~ ne'W· 
(17) 

ot't'@re<l thmm any hope. rr 

The ruu.d.aM$tltal conn ict bet\ieen th~ con;t-e se 

and the Dr! tt ~h r;overn&\ont h.ns repr-e~~ntea .sometb1n.g w1eh d1.d 
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not dopend on 1nt.Uv1dual r; but sro 5ae f'rom the ·very n.~~ttur(\' ot ou1• 

national struggle ~el the want or equ1librium 1n ,our- ~!U'9r1an 

. . 
~hen it l1~eame to stir the 

rur~l. masBest who were finding it mora !tnd moro. d.trrteult to keep 

up, as a whole, 11'lven their mi aerabl.e :t"oek bot ten stl'a~ld~'rd or 
l1v1fli• 1hfi old self $tlfi'1eieat vill~~e oeonosy hes long: ceast:d 

to exist. i\ux1ll'lt'Y cottsge industry, ancill~ry to agri.r.rulture, 

wh1.,n had rel1~V~h1 ~m~-wha.t the burden on tb.f!l l~nd, had di..sd of' t 
partlY bee su tte of' tho sta{.t; policy, but laa."'g~ly beottuse they C'~mld 

!na burden on land 

to t.bi s. 

b~ckw:lrd in its me·;::hod or f>:2"oduct :ton, n.ad i t,s l~n1 r:y !?tern, r•rttl ting 

1n ~ progre ~s1 v~ !ra.ttment~t:1on · ot holdings, mn.de a :rrtdies.l tmp:r.-t:w\!1 .. 

.fllld .tlea ~ant11 'WtHlt d0\1;1\ hill, "l~espt.s du.r1n~ 'brier P"''riod ot bt)om. 

T.b~ landlords tried to P&.$1S on th~ bttr~.en to thoil'" tttn~nty, and tne 

growing J)'1U.P~r1sat1on ot the pea.e~ntaty - both the patty land hoJ.tjet•SJ 

and the teiutnt~ • d~w them th~ n~t1onal movemento . Tt.~oe agt-lt.ml,. 
1<. <.uv>\-.P ~ . 

tural prolcrtt:ar1~te, the l~~.rge membert: or land-ltHIS labours bl 
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~ ;11')1.; )VJJLoi oJu-Qv') ') 1/0 €JLL MYO ~fy~e_d.-, ~ ~ "-oJL ~ 
~ur111 clas;,;1ee nat:i.onali ~~ or Swarttj ms~nt rlu'ldn.'Dental changes ln the 

land ttJ stem wh:l<!h "''u.l~i reliev-e or l~'UU.ion th~ir t;urd~ns and ficr'OV1de 
., ., (18) 

l~nd for the land ... l~es• '' 

(v1) ~.!t!gJ: In tbe 9r$ .. 1lr1~isn Period. India. Wf.ls di:¥1d.ed into 

numer-oue feudal !It ?.at@ s :f'rcHlUently st1'Ug~l1ng afllong therns<t.+l ves.. 1'be 

peo.@'1e wore not YIOCidlY, eoon~1e~lly or pol1 tie ally tntegratttd. To 

our l.\nc~u.Jtol"s1 \tho lived under the f:,r-itisb t-ule even a century and 

a half ago, India in tb-1 $ ~n$e had no meantng and no ex13tenc&o 

They taU.tatl or the fd.kbs, ftajputs, l~ra:tb1s, 1Undu!lltan1s, Ben~al.ta, 

Orl;yast T~il s t~te. but~ had no clear ccnoep·tion or tm .Indian. we 

learn troa 'B1$.i10p v;erber 'Wllo -~dely trav!iftled over North Ind1a.1n 

1824, th~t ti1e propl~ in u.?. ,r(lg~rdetl tne J:len.gali!i a$ much. as a 

foreigner ~s th-e Engli r:h. ln$P1 tra o!' the S1 ogan or Hindu . Psd 

i'>adshahi, the !~rtrthio had ~nv{lged vi'thout compunction ·the-·te~x·ito­

t•iss ot tb& S1kb~ -- 11111d Hajputa on the West, tne B~n~n~l1!!i in the 
' 

Eaet, the T<$tn1l. s &nd Kam!!UMias 1n the ~4.')U~h, ~nd the H1n&tsttatn1e in 
[ 

the ~Iortb. 1h ~- Be.ngttl1 tbe !~ratb~:u; ver& not only .as aueh a 

.for~1ttnor :tt£1! the Hngli~h. 'bu.t ·they V$re ba,ted f'or~igncrs ••••••o 1I'he 

eoneept1on or Iw.tin as a whole, 'Wnet to be f·:nmd only in the 

literal·y· w~:ti'k$ of 11 past, .and 53till. G~rvtve in. th(~oey, but :tt h~tl 

no ~p];,l.iont~ton in aQtuel politic!! till th(') sixties or- $eVt'1nt1e$ of 
(19') 

th~ 19th eantuey.u 

'!'be $stabl1!bment ot Br1ti!tb rule in India brought 

about ml extf]n~ve ttnd banie pol1ticd administr-ative and leg!lll 

tUl1.f!e!ition or th~ country- for th~ tirst time in Ind.ian bt stort .. 
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th~ country and tbus l\tt loo~e now dVnamie tor-ees wb!eb tb.ougb not 

only in terml! ot th~t unity llut ail'!HiHi. et the rr~edora or India, the 

Br1 t1 sb govel*ument trted to dl srttpt that verr:~ un1 ty 1 t had helped · 

~rnat di!J~UptiQQ WlftS not thought Of in political terms 

than as a f;plitting up of India, it \1!1$ aimed Qt the \IJeaketling or 

nationalist elemente SL'I that Br1t1ah rule might con't;inue over the 
(20) 

whole country. u 

Tbe Bri ti t~h Oovra rmsent tr-1 ed tf.) di f.!t-upt the un1 ty 

of Ind1• by giving ~re~te.r im.po:rtanett to Indian stt\teet by 

encouraging rsaction9.t"Y elem~Dnts, by promoting d1v1!1on~ ~n,t! 

encouraging one .group against an.o ·ther and by 1nst1gnt1Zlg the 

t1ss1p~ryous t~~ndencd.Gs due to ~$l1g1on o:r pro·vince and by &nt:wu­

rai1Ag qu11!ling el~im!f wh~,cb. ',;,Qr~ ~rt>a1d ot"' a ohnnge whieh Pli~;ht 

ensutr thf;!m. Th,~u.gh it~ ~taS~ harm:f'ill 'trom tbG n.atlon•l tst point or 
·~~'1•-·, but f'out •:>f tb.i ~ policy arose tnose '1mt;o:rtent elellH~nt~J in 

Indian~ national tire' of vhieb ve ~rs relt11nded tm ortcen t~-d~y; 

which wore crcn.t®d and eneouraged to od!!!;O.l:vee and d1er-ll.pt 1 ttr.u1 nre-
{21) ' 

now e[lllled upon to n!P:>6• am.oag thelu~~lves." 

' 

Indi~ to s~teguard and to dtlV~~tl.o? l#he British inture·~t. Tuis 

brought Br1tu:tn into conflict with tb~ Indian puople. Pol1t~ieal 

natioaati !II 1 s the out eol'i'!e of tbts cont"l1et or interest. ~rilis 

gave birth to varioU$ potit!oal mov€1ments 1n th~ oou.ntl'Y• The 

8truggle ~t;\rtfH1 t\3 $fH~ur~ pol1 t1ad pol4er \Ittteh ttt·ey c.oulrl u !le to 

.sti!.r'le their ~oc1~1 econom1e and otber 1tlterest. 
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clattr.es round in tb~ mou.:,po.tr or 'ft.flt'l posts in th«F stli:l.te !rutch1nery 

by the Briti:sh an obstaele to th~;ir ju«t ~m'b11~ion to •mcu~e jobs., 

~l'he ron~ of" the so:tl, the pertr~ntry, found in t.bt~ n~w lt1n~1, and 

~evonue ~atam~ .1ntrodu""4 b)" t.hs 1~1,.1tain the b~r.:ic eau~~ of 

l;tuei~ Pt"Ogt•tHJr,.ive 1mpoVH:t'i~hment. . Tha p.r~,tet~,riflt round in the· 

British rulo 11 roreigo. uo.d~moe.ratie ~Jl'eney pr~::ve:nting it from 

derlelop1ng ell!~!!) struggle tor 1m!)rovirl~ th0,ir conditions ot• ttre 

and l!!!!bour tllnd t"1n.ally tor en·di.ng the w~.ge Sf stem1 i t~l.f un.dor 
(22) 

\Y~lieh tb.t:;y vere ~xploi ted. 11 

~'hl6' !ndi~n. tle,aple, a::! Q wiJ.ole reeo~:l,il!:Od in tha 

Eri ti !Jil rule an slif!n .t'l.lltt \<.lh1eh b~rred th.Qir normtJf soei el, 

econonie ~nd cultur~l. develop&eot. 

(Vii)~: 

alRo ecm,~id~~-r~s3 cio..nqer.:ms Md e·xplo~ivcw ro.r the Indimn trrind, not 

to b~ ~OC!:ll.U·'tl.(e{\ 1n ~'X" wrJ}f l.&st they l{i\.':\d to the s:prG~~.d ~f ~erH. 

BY'de·ral131 .. once o:t01'tl8·~~d a de ttire to !l~e ElJropeon mncb.1 ne~y !tnd 

fuZ~ll · there Uz>Oll the Er1 t! sb Ho s! dtult procured for h:!m an 

artd eur1o ei t:t e s. 

thi$• they ttxvreseed their displertEure to t~v::ir HGtlidOJ:nt end 

rebUked him especiallY tor introd.u~ing a Printing P:r<:.e:$ in an 
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· E"'t wntl~ ?r1 vate· Printing Presses wt~r~ n~t 

erieGUragedt Gov.;:·rnm1tnt eo~.tld not· carry on its "'-ork wlthottt prin­

ting and of'tic:t~l· p.r~l!Stb! wett€1 tb.GJref\~re, r;1t,ttrtG·d by th~ Da9t'15!t 

lft ssionarie! in f-:$\!r&m.pore, and the f'tr ~t UGWIPf1Pt~r ~;fts stsrtt~tl by 
{23) 

•n F~nglishman tn Caleutt;)l_ in l?SO." 

Priutini~ of the! old l:l'\:.(:rrnttu·~ r;tnd tU.e!r st\1d1 by modern ill't~lltto­

tual. ·s NifVQ.~~€Hi the :tlal.ine~t~, pettiu.e$S aud. eru.-=t~;,;:vruu; ot th~ o·l~:\it.nt! 
- . (24,) 

to ca st>e sapetslorl ty ,S~}O'tlscn .. ed l.n t.bc B!!Jr.•l t.i s -~nd t,be ~');lr~nas ... 

!he l~ck of 1nd1 V1{luat1st1c tendene1a s 1n a l~~t.>ge 

joint fdilies g~ve rise to certn1n tt~ends whieh rn•e OPPO$t:td. to 

ind1v1dt.:l"l but ware ~l a() reepons3J:.tle ror "s-~pre~11.nc h1t!i nn{l 
(26) 

9r~rv~nt1ne gro\;th.., n To lllUoh depoad·c~ne3 og~ -.::!l:i!or1J did !lOt ~:!.v~ 



ind1v1du.al1ty and petrs.onality • 
.. 

eon de!rined & ~ i.ndi se1 pline. 

Il 

Growth o! ria t1Gnali ~ct Id6ol ou : .~ ~!'.1-ef E'ltrvey. 
~~".~.f;Mw .. _:-.,..,. ...... ~---.,.lf'~ ...... ( ">)"fel ..... ~ 

g$og;l~aph1.elll. unity, retig!·oUl?. as ·~roll ru; e·;:tltur~l unityo ~·he!."® 

wa~ nlso ~onw kind or Dol1t:1ea1 ttn.ity '>Jbtoh c:1n. b"' do~-cribed r1s 

from b\11ng a mit.ton in tba aodern ~11~@ or the term. ~j.<the 

(~nutrgtmoe ot 1'nti1~;n Na ti!>nal.! • wn~ the reSt..tlt ot' K~u;tern 1C)Paet. 

~he Di-:Hi!eh grlve pot1t1eal and a~rain:tst:r-~tive uo1 ty to !ud1£h. 

ttlndian 11ati~~H'l,ali!:m grow under tbc condition~ of rore1gn co~que ~t 
(27) 

and coloniu rutf'!n• !J'I..:arin.g thfl B.r.i ti sh Pari.od mv<l~"'bi•n m:o~ns 

f!!':e.~tn&Sfl of !ndi.fl ,n,ppea:red befCl'el tb.GIIl• '1 ~fhe P~1H:zt Of !nd1&, 

with ell 1 ts culturttl vtt.t"!ety and gr.f;fttnes5 w:ts i\ co:n:Jon he.r-i tN;If) 
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of mll thfJ Indian p~lt)ple., 111~tdu, M:.ml:l!4® cb.r1st1ans snd othe:rs and 

thtair aneest-or·s na.<i !'t.lilped them to bu.1ld 1t. · The r~ct o.f 

snbsequcnt conv•1•"1on. to oth~r tai tb d1d not depriv.rt them or ti:\1 s 

h&tJ1ta6!e, Just .. ~, tna Gr-EM&{!U.if ~rter tr~~ir nonlitersion to Christ!a­

r:d.ty, did no·t. "loose ttletr ~rido in tne ai~h.ty se:·1iev.ement s ot tbe 

sneeS!!tor·111 ~r U'liil It6l:t.arr in tn(i· gr~~t daY!'! of the Rom~n Rep~blie 

and early eaJp1r.,. It all the people of Indis b~d b$Grl converted 

to 1:4am o.t" Ch!'istian.ity, hft,r> c;,~ltur~ll t:rt<!r1tage woul\1 still h.$ve 

rem$.1ned t~ i,~ZIJoire th$~ and give· them the.t poiefl ~n.d dignity, 

wtd.eb • long r~mor-d ot e1vi.li~Z<fl fiox!~tence with all. 1 ts mentd 
(28) 

stl'Ugf);le v£ tb th.a pr.obleta!l ot 11 f(!; gives a !leOPl~G tt 

e~pt .. iH;81o£,. is ~he 1:el.i~ioas ret\:>rils mtntesnent. ttlu f~et, tr1e 

te1&~lt religious :t"'e.to~ aovemen~e in l:O.dia we-re 1Atcempting to build 

~ t~e.Li~1ou8 outlook wh1eh ti:ould bilild ttp nu.tionel unity ot atl 

cof'§lrounicie$9 the Hindu:!, tht;l ~u~li~!uJ-9 the P~:t~~ •nd t.be· rs~t~ 

t:'ot •ol v1rlg roach common nr.J:&i.onftl t!) .. ~'Z?ts .~~ th0 Ereonam:le development 

o:1' ·Indians on mod:<t;,rtJ .l" ne s1 t;h{;) r~:aoval. ~r .r~l!4trtctirlart put on the 

people' !J free evolution, the esta.bli.ahment of @qu~lity betw~en man 

a~£1 wot~t~n, the a;'bQlittoo of 0~sto• the abol ttton or tht'.t r~rah~l.n o.~ 

t;h~ monopolist of: clatud.eal oul.tur0 ~d !~ele 1ntermid1ary b~tween 
(29). 

God and the 1.nd1v1d.t.>.al~ t, Tn1~ mov~miDnt. Wll!l s0eu1ar 1n 

character. 

ic.rtt) G'ltlateneo ;~d gle'oup or -elass eo.;:l~td.otu.mo!),s ;;:!ev~toped the 

l'f:at.ional IDOVC:.l!Hlt bt~<ia«Hl• rett.or~ on ltti developt~ent. Some or 
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their' role Wt\f). m~ioly-, · d\il€! to th~ir tr~ns.tror~atlon trom ·n!)t1o!i?ll 
(31)) 

r-el!g~~r~t"~J:r,m mov:;,Hza~n~rJ into ral1geo eoa1wunal tz40Vemtlnt(f. '.l:'he 

~el1g1o .. C~ll:i:~;Unal !a·;)V~m~n.t.r, b~.ea.:n(l tb6 1nstrwnf3n.ts ot S&et1onal 

ot th~ Indian P4&0Ple, an<l ·tbr~ E;conom:lc allii the pot1t1c!!l unity or 

poor ~tra:t&. of' •1ar:i.ous eoe.Jf!lUtU.tie·s wb·1~b. or&a~i sed. tr.:ide union. $t 
. . (31) 

pe~a:ant~ and other m~v~m~nta against those ve!ted 1nte.r&Et. ~' :tne 
Br2t1eh gove~run~nt encouraged the dis-untty ~nd the t'e.s$1f'ar6us 

tenCie.ne'lG e by 1nt-rodu~1ng oomw:un.al :rEipre· ~ntatton and other 

dovie~s. 

Htndu Jffl!12fflfll.1s..;. The co®mon. her! t ~Be ot g:r.oa. t eul t!J~@ H!rtd r·!eh 

ht stor.ieal tro~d1tion 111lme~ thl$ Hl.ndu.s '"'1 tb. an idea or com~on 
nat1on.~1.1ty. The rev~lation of Indltt' s pa11t. eupplem~nted l!y the 

. . . . (~) 
bt')nd ot m oo=non religion, S~QX"Ved to bring tbSJaz tog8tber. ~' 

Nationa11 am ow.Q.s 't.tu.u.~ btH3:Zl>d Ot1 tbe bed roc~ ot aommon r€l1gion, 

~·ae :tlot restrict11"d to toe t~.8k of eJ~'i'!:"el.y retor.m!tig religion but 

&Jiterded to th~,.t of' tn~ r~tormation ot ~~eiu i!lStitutioru and 

eoonomie 11:fe, 6')eiru. life, hl. s m.ttrr18.ge1 birth an('i deQth, his 

pby~dc~l moV$~ents: were ~Jtri.ot'ly cont.~olled b7 rel:1g1on. So th€1 

l'el1g1oae roerorm ttlolt the !§l.l f!~.1b!fft~1ng program11~ of r~l1g1ous, 
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£}llJ~nanda, v·tve~ane.nd~, :i'il.., -~Ul'Ob1t1da Md ~lam $'1rthQ. haV$ 

t-&P~&tetll:t $tt"es.~e.d tb!lt <!l eenae of awar$nes~ of tb." aul turat · 

eonttrm1t:; 1s es~:;ceuti&l. to g0nfiUJ.ate a, ael:l!)f.lt of genuine- pride 1n th• 

E~r1v1ti~at1on ~n'1 th~ ietdi!U\1 to ~odiJlrn ti~n•s• tber P~ill"~r!Jlt~ stre$lm 

of Illdian oul tur@ tlat\1 lH~en tto'"'l~'i~$ and it ~tl l:11$ .r·md,~t~ing the 

eitit.en~ ~o1t1tle~s it thtl t•Qal~izatton or the urdty ot the J)ast, the 
(ti3) 

pr9Sf?nt and f'~tUX"$ is .l<H';t B!gbt Qf. 1
' 

In. th~ t;.<r.?t"'d$ or ile;main ~~lland nvt'Yek~ttMdl. 
. (24) 

vantcd I~i1a to h;&VG an IW.am!e b~dlf and ~/0t11\i;lt1,e n•art •. tl 

In. ~ geaer-nl w3';1 tbt: luuj:,gn nat!o}:Jlll.1 st lloVemftut 

:r•"e1ved oonsidt:>~"abte 1nit1al 1mpetu~ r~craJ tbe ~&form1st li1ndu 

H!nttfl rO>naacenc~ suoh. ~.t Swu1. ea;yan~:nda na4 Ewa~ Vevetta.nanda 

a'!~> and\)11.$d tno sul1er detentti. veneuu~, ,tuld in 41tf'?)~<.tfnt w!ll.Y ~ eonf'1..., 

deQt.ly tU.'N:»cl~.il!let.lt tn~ euper1orcity or iUndU l"ttl1g1on anci ctlltu.r~l ov~r 
(3tH 

tb~ Cbri t9tino. 'i¥rJ<$1Co · 

11teraatu~e- ted th1$ n~tion~ltS5ii. . Whilfl In~i~n v~~r-nmou.l~t' otbe~ 

tha.n urdu .~ftng the g1.or1e1!!! Gt aue:i.~n~t. Inr.1l~, the u-rdu lit~l"t~.tu~e 
. (00) 

WQS t-'1111 of: the :re!da1 $eCt.lc~ o:f' :?er~! .• anti A!'$b1~. a ~,'he 
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keep1:t\~t a\f&; t~rom t1'ade anr.l industry • and their a.dh.or"ence to reudel. 
(37) 

vsys~> t1· ~~4e them tettererla ~hG pol $.tical eonseiotU!OfU~e uonr 

the ~slim. Cantf: lnt~r·. 

Sir Sy-ed .Ahmad, tbe apo$tla ot the Z1bslim N~tion•-

11 em, dee tared 1n Q ~eeen in l.asa that the Hindu$ ~nd t.h~ t-l.\al1~ 

wet'e two Wal"'Xi'1ng nation• -who CC)Uld not le~d IJl eo~o.n pol1 tic !d. l:t.fe. 

"~ow IIUPPOifG'•, he said ttthat ~ll tbe Z.:ngl! 5h Vtt)re &., le-'l>io India, 

ttu~n who %1)Uld b"' r~21e.r-$ of tu·iU.~, l$ tt porr!!:lblf!! ·tb~~ ·andr.:rr these 

ci.reumat,ne~u~~ t~'O 1119~ions th$ t•bnmH.tttde.n and the Hindu;, ccmld s1t 

It 1$ n~e&&tlry that on11 of tb¢m ~ho~.ld eonqt.Wr the Qthfl.r ~nd thrta~t 

it dQ\oJri• 1\o bope that both could rejjla!n eQU$1 1s to dtH~lre tb• 
(3$) 

1mpos$1ble and tbe !n~oncelvable. ~ 

. h"Y ·tho em.r~ or the l·Uth eantur:r the pol1t1e& views 

and 1d..,a:l3 of the f'U~li~e Hat1onali sm took de.t'1n'tt~ $hBpe und<tr the 

1e~lhtet :;r the . .1li€~lrh Itovement. !t ~~Y b~ f~rmulat~~d 1n the #hape 
(00} 

o.t' four runtla;eental pr!ne1pl•s a~. f'ollove. 

(&) Tbe riincltJs and ihsl1lil$ form t'Wo sepM'!\te po.liticel 

•nt1 tie! ~1 th. ~&Pa~~a:t& outlof'lt.t !!tn<1 eon.tl1t'!t1ng 

(b) The< g,~;"ant ,')t repr£Hien·;;tlt1ve 1n.st1tut1o.o!! b;ss~d, on 

democrllltic pr:tneiple•• and ap~ointment to b1gh. orrtee~ 
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by .,pen eol't1petit1ve ex~~t'l~tlon in Indillt WO'Illd be 

d~trirs~dttal to tb~ 1ntar~tits of: ttl~ l:usli~s, a.~ th.~y 

vo~ld be ~ntJ~et to flinc demtnation wh1eh 1~ r~r wo~ae 

than. :s:rt. tt ~h. ,r;ut•• 

(C} C'on.~9QU.f2Atly the Ml~lim$ tPhmtld f'er,~a!"d tb~ parl!ln"d)UDteJ 

of ·the :a~1.t!. :!h. ~·~ the Ch~.et safe...,t,;;\U.Utd ot ttu~i.t• 

:tntQ~<:s ~te-, and koep th.om~f.ill••a aloof £roz1 pol1t1ed 

r!g1tet1on agai.Mt the Qoverll'aen.t. 

the S~iti$h, tb.e t~$t.ir:.u~ should: eQnfine th~:lr atten­

tion to cultural devet~pm~at, ma · mtvoict. !,;Ql1 tiel! ®%eept 

in ttO fr1.r es tt. 1~ nece$1&&~1 to eount~r-l'!H.llllnco tne 

\1t1sch'lot of Hind~ .Pol1 t1o81 ~g1t$to!r'e. 

·~t:rn, lOOO !1~\fab Sali~ttlla of Da~~a se·t up a 

per!ilan.ent:. Po11t1ca1 Orga~li~ati!)n o:r th{.f t~ti.taae, f~nown ar; th~ MJI11ra 

1e~~Qc• whicb tupporte>d t~fie, ,pr~rttt1on or Beni;;Gll ru:l\l oppoS'-(;.d tn~ 
(4:0} 

boycott or Dr-1t1 sh goo<h;. rt: It w~G or!g1hlal. t7 mainly $.l'l Ol~gant-
(41) 

e~ticln of .som~ 1tl$1.11'£t" who empb~si ~tJOd the bond of ~el1g1on• • '!he 

:~.ttitude of r~J.Slim l~JtlgUe w~fil ~t t1rst ¢Xelusi.V{j·, bttt :as ttr.: l?.Utaber 

gr~w, 1t 1mb1bed tbt!t n&tion8)l1at1c epi.:r1t wblab !!!n1~at~d the 

M!lal.:.tm.t by 1~~1"1 Minto ;t(Z;to~s. IJ;b.t.s w~~ $tl"cHiltl1 41 a~Pt>rovcH'! by 

ttl~ eongr~sl mode:r.l!!tea. In fa~t. til$ policy of ttw: cril1f!ti.on '0!' 

$&.!)$r"3te ¢Lfle'tor~t~n was tbtJ potiey o! 11D1Vi.de and r.'ule vto. It 

eli~n.*t~d tbte i'bde~~.t(;• lf f.'ro!1l tb~ G·OV$l!'~eat ~nd it helped ftr" th.ei.r 

union witb tht?. Rrtdieal $eetion,: or tue Con..*trillte at tb.e ·Luel<:now 



(42) 
•• tlion at . .1916. 
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nrous~d stroni s.nt1-:Srit1 :sh re~lin.g 1 tli'.lOD.~ th~ .powerful •~et1o.na ·of 

l.U$l1l'}l$• Thia p~vc·d the- \r!!Ut •or eo-operration bf9twarsn them $111 the 

. C<:mgrces. "Doth the Conerese and thtt l~a'!tl.l&. t~eld tao1.r aesslons 4t 

We~n~w in l9l6 and C\'>neluded thta famtJlUt rtr.-uetUUl'? pnetrt bJ whteh 'the 

Confjress agreed. to !OJMr'~te o'lecto.rt:~tos .and th~ two org·anl!i3t1ons 

jointly fr;';!_med. a const1tut1Qnal $Ch~ne on thQ b~si s or Dom1nl.,n 
{43) . 

statu!!.(~ 11 'rhe sep~rsta eleet·1lrnt~ w~s 1!1 dt:?viefl !ldopted by thf) 

Y1atntoy 1 ~ortl Htntl'l, to v!n over the HUr;l1l.tle nnd st:tt them srtft1,n$t the 

British offieinle, if not ;t;y the Oov&rrnm•nt its&lt, \M~S tnmleQ!{l t-o 

•* tor r•.preeent:t·cton a~ a seP8J.'Ate eoa:1mn1·ty, an<1 ru:rthef" p~.,y, 

"that their po$1 tion should be estim~t~. n;,t m~r(f!ly on their 
-

uu=~r1nal $trerngtn but in re$peet or ~tb.0 .Pol1t1ea.l tmportancs of 

tu$11" eo~twa1ty and the eet'viee 1t hl!.t a:-ende:red to tn4l ~p1re. t;ord 
(44) 

Minto oon.ced~d botb. It wau~ al$0 kno\'.ln from Lady iiln.to• $ Di~u·y 

of l1t October, 19061 thnt th1• act w~e jubilantly ha1l$d by British 

ott1e1 :tl d61! aB ''n.othiu.u le IIi than the ~nllll~ bnek o-t 62 mi~lioaB 

l1b~ral statt;<$la:O Lord .i:brley· ~pp.orted. · thi a l.nienotu: deviee at .. 

tfs€\parate eleet~r~tott and ~'•1£e1gllt'IG"tl;' "¥:hicb. "-'ae virtually a ~t;ab !n 
(45) 

tne bsck at Indinn N&tionftli~. 

~!\l'll$87 ilt&edonald "rho. later bQc~e the ~t .. 1me M!.n1ster 

ot E~1ts.1n eor:rectly ob,erved tttne Mahtu~~dan l~~dtlP e mre insp1rt1d by 
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eertatn ~.lo-l!idian official•• and the,r.e ot..f'ici~le taa,v(r p11lled 
I 

wt.vee at ~Jimla Qrit\ in hondon,, and ot nual1c$ nror~tbou$ht sov.ed 

41seord bt~tween Hindu and ~hom1ad:a.n e!llmmU!lities by ghowing the 
(.46), 

l~sliUU) t;p~C!!41a.i f~ThVOtU"t. Jt 

AsMciation werir : ( ll :r:n~ ttt?.it'io~tiot:t of the Indian t"~e~~ 11.nd. 

peopl$ upon th~,. baf.ll1S or eom'!lon pcl:t ti~J~ 1ntttrc !'.t and asi-t1rat1on& 

and ( ll) the pro~;Jilltion ot t.ri~ndty tElel1ng betwe~n. ~UndU~ ttnd 

pol:tti~al tour of surendr~lnatn ~an~n:jrt~e .laid the found~t:lon or 
what itl-.Y. be called tfhfi !wJian fia.t1onal1•• ltb!eh sougbt to eut 

aero t'S the U1Jldtt and !·u fll i'll nationali P that had been. da'lelop1ng 

11 sm,· 'bae~f5 on tho politieal unity, tb$ Indian Associ~ttion con-
. (4?) 

ceiVQd th~ ide~ or an PJ.l Ind1n Pol1ticat conf'e~enee. Acm.)r .... 

d1ngl.y nt~t1onal conterrtQ,eo l!n·u~ held on lS~'a$ and there~ft.,r \ 

Netional con~re os w1u~· E}Stabl.l$hed 1n l.S~S. 

Tbe nt£fW SOt!i~ty ~mtqblt!!bed by the Br1t1,eb 

conque~t v~s a ~apitalist ~oeiety ba$ed on !nd1vidual1M. Its­

main pr1ne1plfl s v~:r~ ... !nd.i.v:!duat liberty, f':~"dorn ot eollp,tit1~n, 

contract, 6.\ad. trttt(v.~loll or th~ 1nd1vidu.al to own and ttViitl1Pttliiate 

,property ·at vitl. l.t. was in ocif'ltr~:$t to the old $!)¢J1ety vt\1eh 



was authJ'J'rlt~rtan. in. eh~u·acta~, mainttlined soe1.a1 d1s~in~t1on bal!~d 

oa t.ne bi:rtb. and _.x and subo~d1~~t$d tbe individual to ·e~!!\t$ and 

condition of its developm@nt the abo11 ti.on or priv11eecs b;tr>ed on 
(49) 

birth or tJe&. ~t Hov~v~u.~, tnt~ reil~.rk~ble growth ot the lnd1an 

Nat1oaal.1-. wru~ lra.a•d on 'the un.t ty t}:f f)ol1t1'2 ~1. 1n:ter~st 1.n 

s~cur1ng polit1c1lll 9over- from the h&n~3 of the !Jr1tish f'or ln.di~ns. 

Allan. Htu&e 1 3 :r<t.tir-~6 B~~.ti~Sb civil !:en~nt, \iii'!~ 

pro.a:l.OQBtl.y t!!$~oe1at>Ud. tdtll thO, .. fovn:~atio~t! t;;t the C~~res:l• I?oU.t" of 

lA td .. ncvare gppree1at1on of the bener.ieirll l'~~~lt~ eyf th~ !r1t1$h. 

.rule in India. ta..n~ th.~t :Britt ~h Gov('rrnrut.Hlt \(:~S also g1~patnotic to 

the Congl!'t~sc in 1 te. ea:vly ye~,_.$• 

:t'he r~po~t of th~ ~cond ('ongr.~9f) ~tat~d ."tne 

Congr~s$ i~ a oo•umty or t~mp::n"'al inte:r~;:e;ts .n.nd not gf JSp1.r1tu!ll 

cont:J·lot.:ion• that t.JU.alif'y m~n to :>~pres~ut ~~eb other in the 

di seu ~sion of pol! tir1 ttl ~ua rition£\1 vg hr.;ld. thei1• g,eneral !a:tere $t s 

1n tlt41t! CO".lnt:ry b~iug tde:ultical, ~U~das,,. Chr:trnt1~n$, M.Htlima and 

Pttr~i• t.!rlaJY fitly a~ t1lGi1ibers ot" ti'l0it" reS)I;)e~t.ive eomlnunities. r~pre· ... - ·-_, 
·. (49) 

eent eaeb other in tile diL!OUJsion ll)f Public ~eJJl~r afftd.t·~·" h:l 

tb.~ e!lrl.y C'ofi>;}.ree$ te$~iO-U5' th($ se we!•e ~~JU"(t)P~~n.~~, iu~t-u:i~na, Hindu~ 

ot ZAal'q C~&Jtes Q.."ld sects~ 6h:i.a• .s and &unnl Mu.el.1uu.~, J'atns, J~w!i, 

Par 4'!1 a .and SJ.khs. 
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In 1887 B•dru.ddin fy~h31, a· Mlr~l.im, wae ~lac. ted 

Pr@gi.dent ot tbe· CtJugr~u~s, and n1n.o ye.ar-s ln.~er Rab:natullab 

. ' .. 

danee ·Of tile Oongrtt. Ge sQtssit~n was d1v1ded a~ foll.~vs; 1UndUD 9651 
(50) 

· r1l~1•5 221,1 ~d o'tb~rr-, 62. In the ~G year tb• ~';)llgresf! 

adopted a. resoltlt1ou$ which !Sltated thlllt ~~ aub3~t introduced ror 

di ftl11a1on would be d!'OP.~fH'l if' th~ !t).t$1.1#~ or 2'itnli!l ~legs tea 

obJeet~d a~ a bo~. 

m1Mrity g.roup. 

Ttte l!lte nit1et•an'l1h ~d: tho eatrl.y twentieth 

eenturier: \31tnese:od a &Uighty ~trug~lt't tor control of tb~ Con~re •s. I . .~ 

'fne two .t"~Etttoa8 til~ ~dfl<ra:t~o 6mi the e~t2'"~llt at!' t:t•ld r•d1o~lty 

dttr~rent vi~wa as t:;Q the Pl16'~~:s- t!nd~ and m'$i~ns of t.he nationaliet 

'tb.e 9Dleasingti ot l~~it1~b. rut•Ff• the1 St)Ught to promote the gradu.t!l 

pollticlll ~volution of lad!~ ttlong .Fa'tl1am~nt,~uey lin0s ~nd to ~t~~tf 

ro~ 5Qetal l!"'e:trora' whic.b tbC$iy d41HH4ed .e•sal'1t1,at to th~ buildln~ or an 

religious ta:t tb, tbeJ ae<'t£rpt<$d tb~S< di1o.ree of .rel1~1on frotl 

fsOV!i:il".t'MGnt ~nd ma.l~t~1utd a. ~oU.l.tlr Vii!W of ,pol1 tie 1 \1h.ieh. conir&g.. 
. . ' (51) . 

t•~· marted.lr \1:1 th the ·religi.Qus oatloot of th.e ext%'1!W1 sts.l:l Tne 
G.7tt.r~1sts, led by sucb mea ~.~ Dt4 Ga!lgPldh.l\l!J :iilak aad Aurob1nd8. 

tlbo&~, <!a~tb1ned thfl "~'$tern .i~eae o:r pa.tr'o't1~ and rtt3it1on!ll.i:r.s v1 th 

tbe rel1g1ota• Qmbolisn ot lftindUi $1. u&j~cti.ng tb~t t~lov •fithods 

ot •odf.u,•ates, \1ho &'t\lb~1 ttod ttautt.o;.udy '-"':r?dQr.~ p$ti t1ou to th~ 
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iOYiJU .. ment1 tb~~J •~tre.Sf1fJts ~~itGd e. b'U."O~~tJm of aet1or!1 1utd!rtte and 

even 'V1olenJJ. it neot!!Sil~tu.·y, ~at1onalit:Q identified with rctl1,1ou 

'betuttniia a!\ flbtJOluto; India beea~e tilifi! Mil)th~r, tile Goddess to 11h011 
(52) 

fervent and un.dividil~ d~.r~ro'tioQ m\lst be it.1veltl. 

,In Man~rtaat~x-a, ·t:t.l~~ p;r,~~ot~d t.hEr ce'.lGbr~tion or. 

two t'!. ~tivals vh1etl lH.,c-azue th~ V$h!el~'t:i of n~tion~ist fB:f.Pt>~~~1on. 

One, dedte~tGli tr;t tb~ ntndu ltOd u.~nfH~h .. v,~fj 3 t~!l-d,q ll$mt1val ~h1ob 

pJ;•ovteed & ~~~'JH)d oe~aeton f-or both !lnti,..;l:1r1t1~b propag~ada ~nd the 
lll!t~) . ,~-

build1ng ug or a een~e ~r Htn.{iU r.ol1d~rtty. l'he Std.v*jl 
-~Kavi-qvv"l.-~~ . · · 

~~., ~t1 val. bGU~~ lJi\$ l;'U~$tb~ h\l~·o "''ho had Sl.lo~e a!St'u~1 .. y fou~bt 

•ga1nBt t.h(t ~~~~b~l ~~lP1;?e, tarJ<i -&\ dietinetly taat1-mu~lim ton~. 

SWami ils)"ano_nd~, bad f.'Ollnfi~H! th~ oo~ ~roti!ct1tln Aetoo.i~t!on. in 

1882, and X:U.~ ~ont1.uued t-b.~ ;!;;At1 • cow k11tltlfj ~r,:1tttit1on. i~1 s 

eet'Lttl.a~ly comsenta1"1 on tb~ ~hag~v1$.d Gita proPQWldi'Pd t;,b'* thes1e tnat; 

tile Git~' a cf:lll o! aet1on -1n tl4:1s- 'WOl"ld inelu<ie--H politic. a! ~··welt 

leV@'l s. ~Uak ettlEle~!nnat~ly i~vo~•ct. the $p1rt t of a ~~e t;U.rg(tnt 

li!ndt11P to ti~ht tb,Q rutt:.lo,lal1tJt eall~, but il;t the 1nev1tabl0 ·ef.)st 
(54) 

ot 211enat1n! the !Ib.$1.1rJus. 

Attffr th~ m.ttnr, ttl~ Ml41s b!td be$n oonddered 

'tbG most d_t!tnittU"O'U.$ OPl:;onente of Br1t1 ~h .t>ule, but in thf&l e.'7l~lr 

t'\ilent.1&tb e0ntuey the government• s l)Oil1ey be~~~ to tavoor tb.~m. 

'l'h$ part! t1on or Bengal in 1005 ett"$et~d s D'i' •• ua .. :tm 0ajo.r! tr ~~-~~, 

vit!ened th.e lH."ctleh betve&n iUnda and t.flt.:td.im and g~.V$ turtner 

st11fllU.lu:a to extremtet aetiv!t!es. :Fho ral1giou.s qmbol.~ vhioh 

Tilak ~ !'lt.\;d w1tb ~ueb etfect:t:t!$ness in *harf!stra h~.d no ap'e~ 1n 
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or !$rlgal,. ta~ld by ext&n~:lon ~1 ot In~:l.$ 1. ·bgeam.~ t®utiti,ed wi.tb. the 

te!fjat fl & sp~ t ot Bindu di ~·~y, ~tl.ei tbe l"$ Stl t 1uut ~ c.onc.H;pt ot d49V1 ne 

~t~r lan~. :aamd.:u Chandra C'bat tifrje$•1 po~tn l:f~ande ~ .. t~am 

( nuait tQ tb.e motb~r 2•) ~~'le~n b0aam$ the. gr~at Cong!'ess n~t:tonal1$t 

Godde•s t<> 'W!'soat W$ .ot."ti~~ itt?, ·he wrote 1n 190?4. ulrlto tne ••v•n 

lell\p1og ton~es of tb$ tire o,r tb(! 'iajna (r1tu~1 $$Crif1ee) w~J~ m;ur.t 

of'f(kft> all that v~ ere 1:tlld fill that \lt.It hav~, te;~i!!ng tbe f1rQ. even 

with ouJ- blood ~d lives Gtnrl bnpvine,ts of ~u..r tllJi~t't'H~t an4 d~~U"'ftH~~t, 

ro.tt th& l-bth~rl.!!nd it a Coddolt's who l""~·e not .~ Mdl!led an<~ 1~per .... 

r~~t e:act"irioe, afld tneda w~s ll$V~.r von rr~ tbe ncu!s by a 
(65) . 

grut2ging gi.ver. n t~urobinda' s ~eltgioug symbol ten w~s such m.ore 

th3n, vi.vid ir.&Gg0ry; ~ 1d~nt1f'ied t.h0 country v1th it$ ueitm.t 

tG.ith so· c®pleta~lY that ,pat.r1.ot1• ~nd ~lllrsb!p bt"cl'!me 1ndill-tiltd. .... 

The cult of Curea ar ~~11, w1th its tantrie rituaL 

~d dBi~tl ·saoritioes '~uickl.y beca~t'li assoetatt®d w1 tn r';volutlana..-r 



terron a 1n tlengsl. A !l)9pl-et. pr1a.t~d ~t a etorl!t prese oal.l~d 

\&,\\>n tbe eons of lu~ia to risfil up; .f!li!t.m themselves w!tb l:H)~4!t and 

invoke tbe l'bthc.r la11. •'tvhat ~LOG$ the t~Qther- want? A coconut? 

Iio t. A towl : Qr a ~hefJ·.p or a. bu!tallo? flo \ ••••• ~ne 

mother i.e tb1r $t1ng af't~r ttu~ blood or Ftir1n.~lli !!. ( fo;r~is:nera) wao 
(59} . . . . 

bad bled her p:rofU!i:ely. ~ 1~h1le ~!>~t -of' tb61 c~n!Tr••• leaders 

aondemned. .the 'terror!• 1a Bllf~ngal, 1111* gave veiled (l(§.lpro·ws.l. by 

b1 e tdl ence. 

Thih fuftdaeu~ntal diff'er12nees in id.eclogy led to 

d1ff~:renees 1$ the ea~enti.al ft,zs:tar~m or thti po11ticill pro{!'.f'~"mn4\ 

points, nf:;mely th.e poli t1eu f!vt'l and the meth\'d ~a aeb1e\fe tt. 

J\e t-•g~~d tb~ go~l ~i!!il~k ~•1a, llf.3w:t~lll3 1 e f11 birth riB;ht and :r 
{59) 

l4ll tl.t1ve it. tt ·i'o tbEt ext:re1!Jt$ Bwarf;l;3 m~ant eot!tplete 

autonomy without any der>end.ft!ince on the Br1t1 tdl l"'<lle. ~urobindo 

aa1dt "Therl!' are some who teared to U$t.l thf}) \-toi-d t'rf«tedt»l, but I 

lll.Wsrs used the word b~c~11e tt h.a.e b~en th~ t~tra of life t.o 
(61:)) 

tUi!;)ire tQl-Jt"trd~ tb~ f,rQedom ot •1 na-t;ion. .t~ut. Gokh!!le tho 

most fitt~d and amtn•nt mE~Mber of tb.& &o(}or~te p~rty 1 said ffonly 

ru1t:men outilde lun~t1c a~lum~ coUld. tbii.'lk or talk ~ttt 1nd:epen-

!f:he.!;v.., 1s nt) ttlte:fnQt.ive to British rul&rtt That 

ev~n atl ~rtute pot1t1c1t!n. like 12J~batu1 wtt;(H~~ p~tt•botism nobody 

can ;;osdbly doabt9 flllGUld ~nt•;r t~in ~eb ;1'1&¥1 ~ereilY p.rovel!f how 
(61) 

dttlli!!P rooted ·they were 1u tbe pW.loeopby or the Modfl-~f!t0 P~rty. 
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Gokhn~ ~ad bta party held t.hj.s vi~w ·otl.eoeount, 

()f the backrw~rdnese ot th~ Indian!~ ia ~a¥:W .r:l~d·e, and th(ilt:o lack 

ot t:t•a1ntns: 1lil ~lt-ttov~r.ntaent. 'But tnEt extre:il13ts bru$hcsd 

aalde all th.$tUil et)Udd~tr:...,a·ttc-.s• 6 Pol1t1ufAl tr.fHldom" ~ald 

Aurobinda. '"1 ~ tba l1i'$ br~~ttt ot a n\lt:lon, to att$mpt SQCial 

retora, 1m!uaf;rLtkltl ~·lt;>~tud.on., tb.~;t; .mor!'il. .1mprovt::nent of the r-aee 

<tt!.the>~t a!~1ng fl1"et ~n:d fol1taO$t at PQl.itieal trc0doot Vftry M:i~'ht 
(62) 

ot 1gno1"anee llltld tut111tl'. tt n. c-. Pat ~tdd • lir'fh~ n!li1w iij>1r! t 

aee~pt$ no ~tb~.r t.f!f ~eh€sr in th.e Qrt ~t ~lf gove:cnmcnt ~xc0pt 

deailffHJ ~·t.Qa~, i~a1etll n.te and JAneon.d1ti(fuot\ r.egrl.rdlees or any 

eon~Jid~:r!ltion£~~ ot r;ttne~a ot> unf'it.nesr; ~Jlf tb~ pe~plti for it : 

bC>enu.se it does not bel!eJit;$R.-tdom t.n any ehape or form to b$ 

schoOl to!' re~l .t".r~~dOltJ tn !ltt:rr country and und&~ any condtt1 on 

h1gi:UH.lt tutor or fr$ed~ wt:lieb, lf' it c.~a ~:ln.ee tto~Jtuu; the m1~d 

ot ~ people9 ~hSip$s itt:~lt tbf.i tite, the ch~~act~ 3nd th~ ~ei~l 
(63} 

ttnd e1 vto !nett tut1 on of the yeoplit, tc .it 1 o~ ~IN)pG '!!" ~urad 6• f'1 

'l?h.!!Sr€: wa:a ~n open :sp11 t bet\."0&n th~ Moc!~rtllt63 

aad the .ext:r·em15ts in tb~ ruve.t s~~on ot: the C{')ng:.r.e$&} i,n 19:,7. 

~·hough tn~ ~xtx-~~i$lte b~d to let!ve tb.e O~n,~resl in l'Br)1t tb.$y 

gath~red w.tticieo.t ~tr~tae~th. to l~t'>ree a Q-t.,~u3l:'t~ek in l'i}l$. ~ut 

"m""lfln the Mod~rates walktld out o.f tha Cet.."ij!reas ili). l~,tta1 t-hey valkt•d 
. . . (64) 

oat ot the ht !Jtoey or bl:tUn • s st~l~iltt tof! treed~. ot · 

Tll• Peri.oa in.t.~:rvo1ung b$tw~en thG dt>atb or 1'1lt:~ 

and tn~ att.atnm~nt or Indepandet:~.a~ 1s ueuatly d~~<tr1b~d l\$ the ~ll'a 
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..... • j , u• ·- "' i Charka \):0 spinning vneel {II) D&"lune1ntir.:ln of" 

~'he @ra. o·t Gt:tniihi ~ ·violo:r.M.H~ ~·~· ~ pol:lticftl method t§!ld. (III) ZI'in® ... 
..... !i.Aa! a 4! II • rL ..... IC .. .iJI'b. k l ,l. 

The. p~rt l,ll~~d bi Br1t11$b :tn tb.e def'$1,tt or ~i'ut'k$Y 

ttn4 thG. di ~tHH.itHll"l1;ent of tne '3-:t.u~~tl!h. et~p1r• i!\ the ~·1 r !lt hol"l d ~:~r 

oft'ended th~ l?e'11g1uu.t nnd b1stt\rio8tl ~ent1~1l~t. or the ~uatima ~.nd 

caused th~. to ~ct,,pt an ~,g·r~·esive ilfld ~nt:i ... .B~"itish ~tt1trldo. •rae 
twQ br(>tb.®,rs1 MaheJfJmed ~11 and Sabknt Ali; end ]•iaulana Abut r~mtam 

Azad organJ.ti~d a matf1~. t~oVG'm.an.t or thfJ' rl.b.ml.1m~ l-:now:n !l~ th411 f(hil~rat 

COllntey; ~nd in tho B:h:itaf.Qt .bbvement C&ntib1j1 tl.leid n.ru-a. opr;orttu:rity 

of ~ani tit~; Hindu~ and f;fa.tuam:aed~u ~.a' wou.td not a:rise in a hnnd.rfld 
(65) 

,Yff~l"$• 

T:btl policy at non .... v!ot(;nt o.on-~o-ope:r.ation move ... 

i.t•nt \:flU~ .f'1:w!St adupt«1d :lt'l th~ $41l21C1~1 "~91on -or tb.~ C~lg;ret~F~J b•ld 

in C~leutts 1n 1920 ~ad 1 t ~·as re-~tf7'1~ed ~t th.o annual ~easton at 

g.~;)f£1 W$& oft1c1ally Cbli!Bged to th(t •att$1nmen.t ot S~raj o•• \"f 

all le'1 ttm~te anti peaceful m•t!ltl$1 ~· radical dop~rt·n;."'fj froa ~be 
(66) 

·pr~Vi(}US g~~l of $wlt gOV@~.ilmflO.ti: '\fitbin. th~ ~~pit>ee 6 $var-aj 

~ould be. 1nt~r.preted a.s liJ~1:niQn !Catus ·ot- co~.PlGto independence. . . . 



t~~·d:tt1ot1 bo1U1d Pti1tHtnnts, the overvhol~1ng mn.jo?.itY ot Int~.i~' B 

populd. t! .:;ne. 

As a re~ul t or thi $ eiHUlge in tho l1-';)ngre•" C'n·•eed 

anti the .t'e .. Rffir:~tatioo nf DatYa~Jra.h!l, lw!,obaQ,:tlf>d .Ali J1nnah r~signed 

depal"tUI'i!? W~$1 of" ~lltlt"rz:lt>US k)Oli Cicn:t. signil£iO~llCe1 tor in luti!ifttt 

Jj(;llars it \It~~ he:, who .. ~u·slvidad th~ Q~·.n!¥!l.ic and s~ce~f!lsfUl lftll\~ersh.ip 

tb~ .ru.~e5ent party etrueture, one. of Gandb1 1 s m~Jor eont.t•ibuttions 
. (67) 

to the stru.~;gle for· Ind"peu~j&.tnce .. 

yotul~ ln~11a rtonJ.v .a ~~e\llman divine et\n sP~~J.k tor lfl•, but 

spea.k1M for a1ndu1• and ~pcald.ng ror nllltio:Ae.l1ma, l hav* no 

be si tation 1n stY1ag, ttw:t 1t 1 ~ t~1ntul !"or ~nyone, et ther as 

sold1Qr 01 .. eivil.ian, to ~~rve th.is GovBrm:te!lt llh1eh h~.s :pr.o'J'$d 

tr.f.1<!.f:lVa·rout to the tu~.uulman~ of !n.dla an1. "Jbir.:oh bat¥J b~en guilty 
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or the inhuman! ties ot the. funje't ••• Sedj:tioo. ?4.s!1 btarf.H}:n• tua 

Cl'<U~d ot tn~ Co~.r~es ••• lton-co.opetoation, though .9; l'&liQ:;i.Gl s 

.:u'id ntr-ietty morsl move~iH-*nt 1 d0lU:i;&t'attaly 1\im~ nt thf'J overthro\f 
(68) 

ot" the n.,vernmer.lt ••. · 

~b.e boyco·tt ot Ute $1mon C~i t;s1on. prov1 de d. ~ 

groat Opi\)Ol")tuni.t;y for t.he rtusrtorntion ot a!lity between the 

P'.uel1a r.~a.gu.e and tho Fedf}ratia.~, I.ihG: org$ni H\tion o.t th0 

Moder~t·~ 1 'Who seoedC*d froa th~ Coag:t•es!.l after 1g2o, ~l.l e·oml.Jined 

claims mad~ by 1'41" .. J1nuah on behal.f ¢f' tb\$ ZV~sli~~.. .Jiw1ah0 

thGratorf), joined tne t-'Atcl.im lfH.aders vuo did not see oye to ~ye 

w1 th the Cor1gregs, s.nd an l~~ J'a.tl.llary, 1929, held an All Io.tli,a 

~il s;lim Con!*~r.::nce 'Which i SMif!d I. 41'Hl!'l!f€'~ sto of' .f:.Uelim eta1i::rJ.Se 

~tha Con~r~·~ss 1n :1 ta~ L!lb.o!'e !e ~siCI!.'lt het-td in 

Deca.:»bor, 1929, deel~red uMp!.ete inda{Hlndenee as it:! ;~onl, re­

~,lved to boycott th$ leg!elatures Md the round Table Confere:ne•, 

and. took step$ to l•\lneh a ,programme or o1vil d1 $-C)bedience. !tAti 

the cloelt st:ruek .m!d ... night on 31st De~~ber, 1929, Pandit Ja~'-lh~u· ... 

l~l. tieh.!"U9 the ?resident of the Conerees, boi~Jted the ~ationsl 

on 26th Januar:;, 1930o u 

Gaud!l1Ji start~d the qivil Oi ~-obct.U.enoo caft!.P:!1grl 

on ;\pril a, 193r> by hi,. fnmou.s a:uli"Ch to Dand1 in t'tJa,ste.t.-n Iodi.~ ta) 

Jllake till t on th~ sea snor~ 1n dc£1tWcG or the sut tav r~gu.la .. 
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involving mass 9tr1kcs, thQ boyco·tt ot B1"1tieh go-ll)d$1 gra.Ye ea$tH~; . . . 

ot ter:roritm rucb ~s th.e ar{uoury raid in Cn1tt&gona, mnd the 

setting up of p&Jl$llel gov~r.mlent*' in. HV~Ur~l places. 

The tt!"1k• end tbE.t boycott tli t th~ Br! t1 sh 

~he Ch:'Jvettnmoot b~ing untJ.ble to $1lpprees the 

movt~!mnt by force ado~)ted coo~li~t~ry meaSU.t"O!l• 'lh& a~~iti sb· 

Soverm~ent aGtlOtmc~d its eotu'Jtitut1on.al propo~al.s. X'be establish ... 

~Aent cf a supar~to el,eetoJt•ate tor "the .0-epro~s.sed el.a.®3Qs, llh.ieb. 

f'OrG~Gd a pat•t o! th~ eo~u~unal Ava:rd ;~1VG!l by E~fJ.!!l~ iifl\GDO!M~l.d1 

wa• toe Poonapact, whieb n0arly doubled tbtJ muuber ot' r.~~"its 

re!!~r'iled t"or tn0 Depres~ed olasllle$, to 'b~ fille4 by a comttlon Joint 

~lector-ate out of a Panel or ll~fHil originallY ehoaon by tb.em 
(6~1) 

al..on<a. 

1~he next tmport~ln:t tan~.:t~atlmt ! s ·tb$ Gove,.aruent ot 

Ind1~ 1\et, lf;35 whieb eam~ into force on il'Pril 1, 1937. Undet" 1t, 

botb tne Cong:oe9s !Uld the t-1!sl~. ~Hlgue con$te;~ted the ~loctiQtUt• 

~'b.& C<.lngt'e es '!&Oil maJor:! ty in selfen out of ~1 ~van P~ovin~t~ B• It 

refth'iild. ·to accept nn1 o:r:r:toe b~ viellr of eo m~ power~ V>7~"$ted 1n 

· tb&. tvuld$ or the Oovernol:' and it; tnm ste~ on i1e:d.ng d•tlnite 

~Uil!Ut'3WHH~ tr~ tb$ Gov~,rmaent. It 1 e. f~roo1n~t1ng to no to· tbat 

1n June, 1931, the Con.ei~'~ss. :Nr;>.rk1ng C"~ittee, on the 't>ri~1s ot 

tho assursnees trOll the Gov(~>rnor Gt;;;ne~d tbat the Gov~rnors wo;1ld . 
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lH~e~:ue.e ~f' Ia<11a' • invotve~ent 1n the sseond ltJorld 't>tav• vhieh, 1n 

their t3;>1n1on, 'WSi.SI <!G!ldUCS!9d on 1mpe.r~.ttl1et1e l.iUGl$ ;md which W~S 

•e~t to eon~~Q:11(!ete 1t~PEn:a1atilll! 1n India and elsewbe:re·. 

ac!:t1eve liUA.jortty ~~ts in =-os;t ot tho :Provinces l!!Xld it h~s b$ett 

rift!htl1 obs~rv~d that nr.n.11.1m no.t1QnQl conseti.ou1ne$! developed tn 

the Hlnd\t•ftU~jorit;v provinces bef'o~Q 1t eazf} tc~ the Hlml1m-major1 ty 

.Prov!neGs •••• It tvzurf 'the »llslim~ off tbe HindU-majority 

.P~ov1nees wh.o made the whale ot lbsl.im Inuia eonsol.ous that lsl~ 
(70) 

W~U!l ill d.angor. n 

Due to tb& tatlure of all out ettor·ts, tne B.r1tim~ 

Prime bdnister, Atlee ann®n«H~d ·that tbe stat-e of oond'!t1ons in 

this eount:.r,y yere f'ull of dan~~r and cOUld not be prolonged. The 

Sri t11Ch Oove:rnme.nt d(teided. to hand OVi't:r pollt1oa1 £)ower a t., 

respong'ble Indian.e by a d~te not latett ttlan.June 1948. Lord 

Hount~atton, 4ot1ng on b~h~lt ot til~ !Jrit!sh 6ov~.rnro,ant1 real.irr~d 

tbt;tt tue.r~ b.~d been no ·!:'~ops~e·t of reaehin.g a 1et·et•~nt between 

the. ~cJn~!N.tl ss ~nd the ~il slirA f4~Bague and •eeord!ngly, the 

.rt"u.ntbstten Plan wa! prep~~~d to a.ue a p~~t1t1on betw~:u~n India 

Pd Pa£1 mtaG• 
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31. sto~1CQ1 ~ttekg!"ottnd of the_ C'onzt:1tu·tion m~ld,.ng 1n Ind1a t 
•• J&l tU l11P I'W"~ 114-'11 M J ...... d!lila~Mi LiliatldbU I' fl!ll illi llli!: li'llM~~~tNI>l '* I I l ... "*tl'lk""K!1~ .... ~~· . »w • 1 

Or1e1n of tile tHlntSt1tut1on >.lraking 1n India may be 

tl)taeed baek 1:1 the vur1ou.s st-atutes cnact~d by th~ '8rit1ffh. Govern... 

.W$llt 8.ft~!' atSUlll!n~ th'11 po~ap or so"'tet-~isnty .trom the East lndi~ 

1858, Indian Council Atrt lS611 Indian eoun~il Act ;ta92, Indian 

Council Aet 1909, .o~:N($rtl!nont of India ltet 191'4 and oovern.~ent or 

!ndi.a Act 1935. u;rh~$$ above Acts wore the gifts; ~f the l31"1ti$h 

Pe.rliattH,Jil.'lt &nd t11d no' r0tl.ect tht!' will ot the p~o~le or India !l!ld 
(71) 

tb&y eould not sst1sf'</ tb.e a®p1rat1on ot th• peop1$f•. 

rnere w-<1s tong s.rt~,nd1ng_de\mand thnt tbe eon1:1t1tu­

t1on ot If.l~Lia should be framed by Q Constitue-nt A\st:~mbly composed 

or emit1ent 3."epres~;:ntat1v0 of tn~ p$of)te sue should embody the will 

f'il'$-·t tbat Ind1.ms mu~Jt eb~pe their· owr1 deetiny, thnt only 1n the 

h$-ndt ot .Indi~ns could .India bec~~e ht)ztaolf - whGn 1n 1922 he said 

tbat SVaraJ would not be tue gift t)f the il!litish kl'arli·~ent, hut 

must £px-1ng !rom til~ vishe-$ o~r t;ne people of In.dia l!&S expreased 
- . . (72) 

through tb.o1r tr~Gl7 ehoaen ro;)resent.at1va. a 'l:ne working -

t'H'.J~itte~) or Intlian .]~ational Congress statfJid in ur.a~qutvoeal ·ee~s 

.. :.;...;_,,, 
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bali' or adult trancbiee or eB n6ar a~ pO$S1ble, with tbet power, 1t 

nt:tc~ss~ry, to the important on1norit1tHt to b.nve the!.J~ !"~pr#i<soe:raJ.~!)tive$ 
(73) 

elGeted exclusively by tbe eleo.tors. belonging to such m1nor1t1oe." 

fiTh~realfter, in n!Qt\1' prov!necttf Log1elat1 ve .A$semblie~ and in the 

. eentrd. L~gislat!v~. Aes~mb.ly in 193'1, at the !!ongr•t~s at Faizg•ur, , 

naPtpura mnd Tripur1 1 and at the r'li~.ttla Conf~r[lnce in 19451 the 

Congress .re1terat€i:d that India could only accept ~ Con~titution 

dravn tros the people and t~amed without MY interference by a 
(74) 

foreign 8Uthorttyon Ps.nd1t NehN stated in 1938 that the 
. t:£!Yl fJz1JO . . 

Indian lat!onet,ahes proposed that ·t.ne constitution of Inditl mu~t 
I . 

be traitd 1 7ti1. thout t)Ut side· intarrerence, by a Cor11t1 tu.ent AtUJ-tmbly 
. . (75) 

on t.be bt.Utis ot adult Prencb1se.n -ln the year 1939 Gan<1ht.J.1 

aleo wrote an arotiele in n~r1jan1 12 ~iov. 1~139 tn which hfi a8re$d 

that; a con1ti tuent Atu~f!ir!!blt w~s tno be !it \JQ"/ to de.llll \11th the 

Com~ittee of Nat. tonal_ Con5re ~~ 1 esu$d a etatmttnt !n 1~)39 that 8 the 

.Indien p(l;o_ple mu.t')t h~r!fe ·the righ.t of '3elt df:term1nat1on by framing 
(76) 

th~tr o-wn Cor.u;t1t':ltion through Coxustitu~nt A8semb].y. f, Oreat 

:Si-1 ta1n Wlll.S £:1ght1.ng bard f'or 1 t~ o'Wft ex1.stenee unde;· the gr:'$ve 

c1rcn.111staneas she !"€~ali SilH1 the. Ind!~ll de~and md took sevnral etepe. 

In 1942 eripps tor the fir.f.!t ·time mado it elear 

tna.t the lnd.1an VO'iald write their ovrn Ce>nstttut:ton. 
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es•rbo newly eleetGd Labour Government ant-'®need in 

cept. 1945 that :!.t w~.e t!OO.t0aplatiag tho creation or a Constituent 

body .!n India. and o~1ered that n& tir:.md eleetion:!! be held durlng the 

vintGr ao tnat r:-e1hl1 created ;provlneial legi !laturoa would be . . . · en> 
ret~idt to uct as electoral 'bodies 1~or a Const! tu~nt Asnembly." \.Ji th 

th:ts pu:rpo~e the 'Bri ti ~h ;'rime .. Mlnisto:r t><~. ClEment Attteo sent ln 

1946 a i'arllaatcntf/A!'lf d~legm.'Lion f'olloW.:ed by a Cabinet d.(!!legation .. 

Ibe etibin•t dfl'l&g~tion f"~iled to make the two major p.?irt:ie~ to come 

1n Ensl~lnd and lndi e. e1!'Wltaneou$ly 1n 16th b.fgy, 1946 vhieh wP.As 

ltnow a.s the cabinet Hl sd.on Plan~ 

in ord,E;r to a.vo1d any dt!)l~ in convt'ln!ng the pro.Po~d Conr~t1tuant 

Assembly, 1t~ rtHrmb~n-· \tiOU.ld. be elect~d by in d1rect eloction by thtet 

elected tthi'H!i'bi9r~ {)r the Legtsl~,tive Att$Gmblit<:.s of the prov1nee8. 

Aceordlngly election for provine1al Assemblit)s were held in 19-16 
I 

to act as electoral body or the .Constituent A$sembly. 

bas~d on restrieted. franchise, not !()U universal· adult fr!lnehise. Onl)' 
(78) 

28.5% or tho aduLt popult!tion coald vote 1n th~ eleetion. In 

July 19461 ~lectic.m~ wre beld .f'or tb.e ConsttturJnt .A.ssembly. M.1$l.1m 

ltt.flf$U.f) Joined th& t)ltJetiontt e.nd sub$GQuently 1ts cand1datee werQ 

returned. . But they boycotted tbe At!n.temblY• · 'l'he Constituent 

. Assm:ahly vbieh had been fiflectl'$id tor un~1'11dod In.d!~ held its f.ir~t 
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att~end. "Tbe beg1r&l'1s.ng of' a New lnd1Q ~ested on ~. emall portion 'l)t 
(79) 

what W·llS o·ttt{)r.v1 SG> !1 morrtb\md d.reatlll• ft COngress won 203 

seats out of 212 thmt vere there fm: the ger.v~ral estegoi<1es. Row­

eve:- 1n tbe ef!p-sr~J~e categories fo1· tbe ~sl!r.'3s and tor the Sik:ns, 

thoy 11011 4 ~t~8ts tro.!t! tile ltuill1e eategory and l seat from Sitch 
(80) 

category. . Befol."e tlle pa,rrtttion the;," repres0nted tH)~ of the 

Conntittul.nt Aal$<ertiblf and aft<'tr partition tbis m.a~ority waa ~e biih 

as 82~. 

tnu~ the Oo11at.ituent Assembly vas 'bor-n to redeGm 

a pl~ad~• !ll'ld to fulfill tbe hopf.is and n~pi~mtion of• the p<:ople. 

- - .................... ; ·····~·.-a ... e ' IQ1'. •' rr tts Ut·.-..w""*' 'l at tt t 1WJ t ._, 

The Const1tusnt 1\s~~mbly w~s .not formed on the 

tamlt~J ot univernl adult. tra.nch!s~ 'Whioh w~s a long eherishetl 

prop;la-ty wa.11 onQ or til~ qua.lif'iestion tor voting. ~'he Con~tituent 
. ~ 

Atu~embl1 thus form~d t<~ti.s a rop.resent.~t.ive bodv or lo~sal lurd.erie•• 
iT ' I\ 

In ·tb€\1, Cot.u~tituent Asse:.rtbl;y the~G W~ttra very tew .t"e{U"\J~entati"'es of 

(1) small ftu."mer 1 (11) landless l.abou~ (111) arti s"'n .ela.s$ or wa,~:;e 

«Hn•ning cliUiQ (iv) 'h~akeP -ction ·ot' the $oeietr. The following 

w"re not ev~ near the vo:rld.ng ot the Const1 tuet1t Aatsembly ..... 

(1) ?oL1t1<.nl1 philo$ophel .. , (11) ecOtl011£1st (111) Social ~tentist. 

LGrd. 51m.on eun.de a stnt"tl1ng etnn.ounee~ent on tho 16th D•eubertl946 

th?!lt the Cons'IU.tuent Aaeembly \m.s an As~1)m,l;ly of C~ste HiM\Uif• Dr. 

Sny·MJa ?.rn~$.d ~okerjee Yebem~ntly prot~H~ted !tgti110~t it en tb~ 
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is prea~nt h~re. (~pplaU.$t!l) ~d I tatte 1t, it will be possil:,le tor 

lUi to convert h1m or r~~tconv~rt him and to get bitn to our ldde 

(r~newed applaul5e) wh~u ~re go to d1$t:U.!>S 1n detail tbe intore~t of 

those whom n• repraSGnt 3• Tb&re ar• other ~cheduls<l cnst:e :;u;m'ber s 

~re al ro Pl"t.~· t~nt hljre. The Siithe are present here, all ot th•nn .. 

!h<a ,1\nglo l.nd1ans are pr~~ ~ent and ao are: the Indian Cbr1 et1ane. fo 

(A voieo : Pare1 e 

so, how did lie in the month. or Lord Simon or 
I. 

anybody et~e. (A voic(?) : Tbe trib.sl .t-Gtv~@s~ult~tivee u~ bere ). 

Tribal areas and the !d~baai~ ~~e hare rapres~nted by m1 friend 

Hr. J'• Gint~h. Inf~ct, overy elt!m~nt th&t bss 'be~a clee tor.l t~ 
(:31) 

the !ndinn Cona'titu~nt 1\ss~mbly 1 s here barr·ing tht:l i.ilslim f.;tH~gue~ 

¥'Howev•r1 th.1 s :au.t-'t be mention<!d to the crerl.t t to 

th~ Indian tiat1onel Congreee l!lld to 1 ts lc·a.der s th.t~~.t they did rnak:e 



some e--;,nst'!iou ~ ettort s to 1nelude in the i\sr.H;~ably, repr•srent~t1 ve s 

ot all 1mpo.rtant;. mlnoritit~ s, eminent men ~hose mdviee and expar. 

t.1·es or all. im~or·tBGt lninot-ft1~. s, ~mtnen.t men who te advice and 

exparti.Gil could be of great V\!\lUe and even people '!Jrho ~re opposed 
(82) 

to Congress ideol,,gy. !f 'J.'he Co.tl~rfHJte repres~Hlteti all sh8dOs or 
opinion and it did not take a nar:•ow or regid outlook. The 

se].gction or t!Utmbere wus not made £:lU.rely on. party bnri s. 8~• 

negotlat.ione w~r&\ c:arz•ied on even with the Con£r~H!S Soeiml!.et 
I 

Party. Certain very prominent por!t)na11t.1es whose contribution to 

had grett't tlllottts, t-1ho had gru~t experties and wuo played a very 

pro.'7l1n~nt role 1n the rrr1till1.ng "r th$ eonstittrt1on vera speeifi.(utlly 

eonGt1tut1~nal expert~ aad c;.ra.tnent p~ople f.t'Qm &tl walke o.r lire. 

'?hG Cotlst!tnent Assembly r•fleetod ~l sh~des or opinion tutd tllU!! 
. {84) 

1 t \>}Zl s t•Ind18 ir1 m!eroco em. n 

The Assembly functioned hoth as a Constituent 

li.SSG'Nbly to w1.~1 te the Indian Conett tution and. as n P.rovi s10n!rit 

v1etoi~ to Sll::-~~o;tb. i'uneti•:~nit.i£J or the Const1 tut1o!l making 1 t appointed 

se.veral comrui ttee So 
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... L~L . I 

Xhtl!"iC} WtUl4ft tbr~o g.reyUp$ ot ~1nenf; per$Ol'U~li ti~ s 

in th~ constituent AiHJemblJ who w~re resporutible tor the m~king ot 

P~).ndit Heb.ru and ot those ~ho aeee-!Jited hi~ s<::~i~l ~(!~~.nom1e md 
(SS) 

po11 ti~~l tt\·t.)U~ht. n Pand1t fi~hr·u at~:;x,d tor l1b~·ral1$Jr,l, p:ro ... 

ere~ad"<re Nll!tiona.\i~t rJ~cul~tn·i~, Ct\net1tuti~ns-J.1f!m and. Soeial1m 
' 

G. ~~. Pan! wag .11 eutanlil'<~,nt ·to t~~b:ru. 1Ih& n Se~ond a roup 'W'Ii$ ·~h!l.t 
(86) . 

ot Ps.t(tl. ~ ~iajend~-a Pr.ftrJttd l!tras tl1s- 11~\:xtanant.,. p,~t~l $~Woi2 

owa ;'!5.01 IJ:Vi1PIIn~ty ·'lf h! ~> own... Even thetl h~ did ®t'!Lv.t.d r''tjj> an·tl. ln 
{8'1) 

f'~;\1'-()tU' of' ?ri;r..rate ?rop~~ty Go t1t ~·rho third gl"OU!l 'W~~ Of legal 
(88) 

lu.P.t11ltllrj.es. n SOCJe v~re ~=-on.1;; the Con~re $8 and 1!!onte we;7e · 

1nv1 ted~~> 

so 'In. th(!')1r &;ott-.like 
ceg) 

,statU$$ th(:?y msy h~ve been f'Hared; certainlY they 'WC!l{l; loV"ed. 11 

llar view 1 s yte that if" tbare vaJ; mt_ olig~.rcny <;l~ 1f tb.et' ~ey 

peopl4J are to be lotle.ted :ln ~ to.r @.!l the ~oli:tic~l ~~:roctt~e is 

the id~olo~:tcal or1enta,tions ot tht! Gon~t1 tut:1on or India, W4& got 
. . c~ml 

to und~rstand the pnlit~icat thr:Jughts ot.~ ~~bt"U ?atsl. ft llaht-u 

and Patel were at the apex of_ th.e vbole t~yratr.rtd or le:!d.e..r•·sh1Pw ll.H~ 

1., $.f'ter ~11 t;hem;e two 11:1~n wb.o 'uh~n a~tr~ed $~'ttled ~!ll controver ... 
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t(Sh.tfl the del.ib~rnt!ons of th~ Constituent 

As~e.mblJ ';;.r,::re go:tng · o:r1, Nah:.•u W:;}.s tne · P~ime M!.ni ~ter and Patel w~s 

:Mini ~.t(}r t real:l~ed tue impoiltanee of Tl1td.nt~ning th~ 1 aw (!...~d ord~r 

of t.hG ~ount:t•y. H• '~wtrts of Qp1n1ort th.a.t private t.J.~·o.pe:t~ty h~s to 

le,_r; al lumina;~:ieJt~ gr~up w~re in f.nvour ot the lrf35 l\~t, l:'iEH&>tttu:on. 

Damoe.t'aO!G$ ?!1n<ll\lm~nt~tl r:tl.gb.ts ot: the indi't:tduals, l~l'i'll~to l;.ropel"t,Y 
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