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Dyanales of the Indisn Zociety.

It 12 generally admitted thab the sseioc.politiesl
Life of every state . systez hme itUe own basle features and one,
w2o i interested in analysing such s gystea, should explore "thees
basie fostures' on an in.depth basles It hmg been rightly
abnarvgﬂ'&n@ﬁ every state has 1tg own *value - system' and its
socio-éoonomic structure iz escentially based on éhis tyalue.
sy sbent, This ie very much btrue 1a the case of Indian state .
%7 stez, Indle had witnessed the impset of the British rule on all
froats - soeial, political and economie. It 45 in this eontext
shat a study of the seeisl dynasics should be made, stince any other
atienpt would be not oaly superficlal but futlle. The Indian
soelal structure wag based on three maln concepts - the joint -
family aystem, the ¢aste - sgrstem sud village'eamannity. In this
saction, a bricf silampt has boen made to mnalyse these dimensions
with a view o exploring the nsture of the dynamics of Tndian

rociety.

(1) Caste Bystem: Coste gystex wvas the Stesl-frame of HMiadulsn?,
Ofiginallyjﬁh&re wvers three or four castes {Varnas). But subos.
quently as a result of the racial adeixture, geographleal expansion,

and growth of crafisg which brought Into exl-tonce nev vocstions,
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tie original castes {(or Varaas) broke up inty variouse! smalliep
cagtes and subacastes (JFatlnd. |

The castes wers hierarchically gradeds  Bach
casie is beiong couslidered inferior to those above it, and superior
to tupas below it. The status of 2 man vas dét@rmingﬁ, by the
atatue of the Oaste be belongeds  Wihue birih decidsd hie stabus
wiieh esuld not be altgged ty sny taleat he aizht show or wenslth

te might sccumulate,®

The esgle gyeten was ﬁ&democrs&.jic snd authotarian
ubich wos based on soeigl and legal imaqaalities.' ®AL the apex of
this soeial pyramid gtood She esszte of Brahmias wio had the mono.
poly rizht to officinte as pricst with sxclusive access to all
higher religious and secular learning and knowledge whila, at the
baze swarmed the mass of Shudras together with the untouchables and
eves unapproschable whom the scheme of the ilindu soclety, sanctl.
fied by the Hindu religlon and eaforced by the coercive pover of
the Hinda state, hed ssrizned the duty of serving all other castse
and gonstprained to follow under the threat of s@vercaﬁ psnsaliy, ”

“

such lov voeetlons as those of seavaagers; Laasers and othsrge”

Caebe gstes made the hirsh the basgisg of soelsl
graﬂgiég. 21t fuplies ant only the negetlion of eguality but f%ﬁ
orzsnismtion of incquality execlusively on the basis of iaharitencel
{11) Untoushabllitys The untoucharles wars yr&éludmﬂ from *eush

#linoniary righte az the right of enfry to publle templex 6? of the
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uee of public wells and tanks, and the physieal toueh of whom
conteminated s nembier of ihe hi@her(e@stas,'eanstitazﬁﬁ a most

inbuman form of soclial opprescéon.

All men vere not sgual before the eyde of Lawege
An untouchable was punished more drastieslly than s casbe Hindu

wip comnitted the same orimes

"In order bto continue thedr aaminabian over Indis
the British governwent pursusd s poliey of relective education
whieh helped to perpetunte the existing inecuality belore the
upper snd the lover elasses »f Indien society. The dgpa? carte
c@atinugd %o observe segregation againzt the lower easteg. EHalry
18] &h&vtemgla prenises, wﬁ&re ihe sebnols werc eonducted, was
forbidden tn the studente =% halllag from She untouchable commu.
altve Thoee students were oade to it outglde the hély pregints
of the temple szhool. The untouchahie students were not permilied
o drink from the pobts. Thisz atroecloun spirit of ssgr&ggtinnrwas
ro erude sand orucl thet even the method of punl shment meted out
to the natouchahle students was one diffevent from the method
adopted to punish the caste lindu student, while the caste Hindu
students were beaten Qiﬁh'atigzs, the untouehable students were
Lt clods and stg?es Prom o dletance lesxt the touchable tsacher

geia poliuted,”

Even “at the Wilfinstone colleze, Bambey,

(6)
lansuage of the Prabmin priests.”

Asbedkar was refuced permigsion to gtudy Sanszpll, the holy
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» br. émheﬁkaw‘ﬂeagrﬁ%aﬂ ;he giate of slavery of
the untonehables =nd denlal of ﬁgmanlgight‘ag’ﬁha $imé of ziving
aevidencs before the reforas conmiitee (Frenehise) {fouth borough
Saﬁmi%teab on 27th January, l@l&.' e saié; *“The exact ﬁgeeyiptisa
-‘of the traat&aﬁﬁ can nsb be &ﬁaﬁﬁy%&ﬁ. fhe word ﬂﬁﬁﬁ&ahablé in
8 8pitome of their ills azud &ﬁfﬁ@?&ﬁ@&. ﬁhﬁ aﬂ&y'ﬁaa‘anﬁéaaﬁ&-
bility arrocted the grovih of éhéi?'@@zsaﬁakiﬁy But 1% épmés-in |
the way of Ghelp material well éeim@; it ﬁéﬁ anlgo &eprivﬁﬁ then
of spme elvil rightge For iﬁs@a&aa 1n'ﬁaﬁan, vhe un%@aéh&b;ea
are probibitod from ,‘faémg the publie roade  If some high esshe
men happens Lo ersgs bim be has to be out af.th@_ﬁay and slend aﬁ
sueh s distsnce %i;;e%s, ga;s ahadow will not ,mufm t?a& high ecagle
wsn. Yhe untouchoble eves not a sitimen. Cltigenships 1s a
bundle of rizbts such as pargonsl Libﬁr&?,vrighék&a hold private
Property, equality before Lew, Liberty of econsclence, frecdom of
opinton, gpeced, riznt of essembly, right of repregentstion in 2
cguntry's Emvgrnaﬂmﬁ‘and“vignt to hold offieo under %hs.aﬁata»“(

Em@ii&ri'?&?@zaﬁamﬁa condennes @h@'mﬁaﬂ$§g1@ﬁs
&ﬂﬁapﬁ?gieﬁlv&iée&@giaﬁs and arguamelba, aﬁaw% e§r&@$m£al and
especlally the touch-ms-notism of the npger enntome | “ur religion
‘i in the @ltehen.  gur God ip the esoking pob and our relipgion

is 3 Don't toueh me, I 2 holy'.

there wors msby ovil eustoms aad practises when
the Britich came. Indis was custon rldden snd the tyranny of old
cugbom 16 often verridle things ZTot customs chenge end ave

forced Lo adont themselves to o changlng esvironment. Changs



might cozne by posﬁtiva lagislation, "bat the Dritish géveénéent,
whﬁch wag the leglslative authority, had no wish Lo antagcnise the
8

conserVative elements on whose support 1t eonntﬂd.

{iii}a Wemen; wemen‘had'a'very‘lcw position ia the sseielty. For
centuries women was assigned a position subordinate to man. . "Law
and religion did not reeaggisa the squality nnd eéqual righis of
‘men and vomsns Socielly permitied men to have rights and freedom
fbém vhiech woman was ‘excluded, Ditf@fentfstandards‘ws?e<aﬁepted |
to judge tbe'indiVidual and social ronduct of man and &@man."(g)
S . ,.' Birth determined the statuu of an 1nﬂia16ual 1n '
the zoclety. . The disabilltles of wmman arose from th@ fact that
she wae born a womaie ihis inferior status of uoman was made

' sscrosanct by religlous ordinances. -

. "Prﬂvenékng inter-ma?riag&-wan the most interes.
thiﬁg thicn and with this motive they iatroduced child marri

ané pronibltion of widow merrisge. ' If woman enjoyed the frocdom
- of éxereiqing hﬁeir rizhts 1n the selecticon of t&eis husbands, 1t
would be futile to compel them to give up ﬁheir rlshts. the
easiest Vhing thﬁrefere, 18 to give away these girls in marriage
before the}\wera old enouch %o p"oteqt. There ws a éaﬂrer that
on the death‘@r their husbends, they might vipl+te casie revtric-
tions and mafry auzslde the easte, 1f wldow marrisge wvere pwrmi-
tted. The Brahmih" law makkers,. Sherefaore, deelded that a widow
should not marry an& uh& mo st meritorious thilng she eould do was

to burn herself with ﬁﬁg deadbody of her tinghbend, Ristorian are
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agreed that w1§g§ marriage was peroitted 1a\amgiémﬁ dny s and sstd
was unoknowne®

"ihe right o education is given to the Brahmin

Eshatriyae and Valghyase The Swdrss and ﬁha'ya@@n have no rlghs

1Ly
& the educatlinn. ?
On the 1st My, 1847 Hre D¢ Dog as membur of the

constltuent Assembly staled in She Asrenmbly Hall his palunful
sxparicnce during t&@vﬁengal Famine "vhen lekhe of women wers
gpirited awvaye ﬁh@%h@é these women were taten So Ghe provinces
whepre there are leéss women op whether they were used Lo supply |
wonol to bthe huge Dritieh Army that woes then In the Fastern part of
Indlag, that 1 2 probles that goelal workers must wark)@ut. ‘But 1
wauld have been hapoy to see “iraffie in women® belnyg speclally
mentioned in the olauge. thost of ue who belenz to Tasters Part
of Imdia still apprehend thal inspite of dthis provision in the
Pundomentel Rights traffic in women aﬁ;&l cén&ﬁgﬁ ol by unscrupalouns
achey makers. I, therefore, want Bardar Patel o sssuse me whethor
he has in contemplation of some kimd of lag%g%ati@a by whioh thig

traffie in wam@n‘may be stoppoed for ever.?

{iv) Fopreed labour or bezinap: The speceb of Fhrimatl Daokhysid
Velayudan on the 1st Moy, 1847 in the Constltuent Assembly furlng

the deliberstion of the provieion of Pundamental Ripghts =howsd how
the undserdogs of the counbry had been suffering from seonoale
exploitation and uptold miseries, “Even nowen-days ve £lnd

traffic in bozan belngs in gome parts of Indla and %hig.claug@ will



=% hreing an
sconoule revolution 4n Lasolest soelsl structurs existing in Indla.
ALL the aiaabiliﬁaas af the underdsgs of this land are asinly due
1o economie haekwardmagé af the unfsrtaa~te brethres of the aeglwc;
ted cossunliy. It 4% unfortunate that a eotisn of the peanls of
?h&gvlamd will have to vork withoul gefting any renuneraiion vhnte
soever oven {or bthelr dally smintenzapnee and the peoplae who work in
the Flelds or in othar plsess WLl hove %o go back tp thelr home
even witnout zeliing a aingle pie. They have ant got the pighi
Lo demsnd wages even though they will work for day and aight, If
the people are ealled upon to work and aven they do notl go for that
work thay will get pualshaentse That 18 what we fing in eccrtein
proviaces ia India Like the Unlied Provinees. Even If thirs 1s
not the zyatesm of bvegar io other partsg of India, alm&sﬁ a similar
gort of compul slon exipls taroushout Indiag and the majority of the
people sre suhjected to exploltubien seonomically aid i all sorss
of URY Se Tae underdoge of this Land sre deprived of all the
facilisice that moke L1ife happhye This sy eten cught Co have been
abolished evéen belore the provinese ped melfl zoveennent. Tyen 47
there u2¢ rulus and pesulations regarding this in ceriain provinees,
the rystem still prevalls and the pesple who are subjected to she
sy oban have no volee @hata@evar in decldliag the Tate. Ea‘&him
elaouge when 1i comes in existence wild give gesalt rellefl to s grast
aumner of people who are suhj%ctedvﬁa economic expleliation, wheén
this szort of oconomie exploisailon Is elimineled from this lanid,

the anderdogs will aleo rSge up snd will bhe in e ﬂaaitiaﬁ to aasert
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thedr rignt snd keap up thelr sell.rugpeet and dignity and they %o
will have a right %o enjoy like the pouple belonging to the unper
- elass or upper éas%esn"Clé}
(v} Egonomies: Fre«British Inllan economy wse the Asintle wariety
of feudal economy with certain unigue festures distingulshing 1t
from Iuroptan faudel economy. It was based on the sbeones of
private property in lead, viliage possession of land, villsge
auﬁérehy barsd on wally of Indusiry and agriculture, and L
irrigation and obther piblle wolks ag Che eoneeran of the 3ﬁata'gl§}
Duplng the British rule private property in lLand
gomd intos belnge iand became p#ivﬁ@e projperiy, a comzodity in the
asriket whioh could be mortesged, purchased or sold.  The Britien
rile kept Indis ar prisarily an agraciasa, rew maberlsl producing

calouy of Britaln and se » asrked for Britlash Industries.

uring the Firet World var Industry produced
enorpoug dividends -« "170% to 2205 from the jute mille of Bengal
“and cotton M lls of Tombay, Abmodabad and o} sowhore. Bome of the
dividends flowed to the owvaers of forelgn eepltal in Cundee and
London, ®ome went to swoll the richey of Indlien lilonalres. And’
yet the workerse who eroated thess dlvidends lived »t an ineredlatly
low Levsl of exlstence inhfiitny's dizeascepldden hovel s with
no window or chimney, oo Light or water supply, no sanitary
arrang@a&ntu.”{lﬁé | ‘

Hehru stated hislgainfal exporicnce aboul the

induetrial workers in his book, Digeovory of Indias Pl remesber
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visitlag some of the slums and hovels of industrial woriers,
graspiag fopr breath therey gad eoalny outb dozed and full of
horror and anger. I remsuber alss z0ing dowa a eosl mine in
Jhnris sad seelag the condiidons in which our women folk worked
therqe I can never forget that pleturs of the ehoek that caus o
me thel tumaen belpg should Labour thus. Women were subsequently
problbited from working wader ground. Bt now they‘hgve‘beam
gent back there beosuse we are $old, war needs psquire additional
labour. fnd yet willlons of nmen zre starving and uq@mploynﬁg
there 1e no leok @f m@m.' Bat Che wages are so low and the eondl

{16}
tions of vork g0 bad thal they 4o nol abtpect,n

tmcdotiial The pensaate were eervile and fea§ ridden, the
pEadivideal vorkers wore no hotier, ?ng widdle classes, bhs
indelifcon®ia vin aight have bven bescon lighteg in the envelving
darkuess, wepre themsolvas gubmerged in this all pervading gloom.
In somne ways thelr eondition was even more pitiful than that of
the peamanlrys eseose Ihe peassnip elarved, yet centuries of an
uneoual strugele sgeinst his environment had taught him 6o endure
and even in poveriy and starvotion he had g earéain ealm dignity,
a feelins of sabmission &2 an all powerful Fate, Ho so the
middle classes, more especlally the new petty Bourgeolsie, who
had no such background. Incompl etely developed and frusted,
thay 4id not kasv where to look, Lor nelther the old nor the new
affsred thea any h@p&."(l?}
The fundazental codnflict between the Congrose

ang the Britlizh soverament hase represeated something whiech d44
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not dopend on tadividusle but aroge from the very naturs of our
national struggle and the want of sguilibrium fu ~ur egrarisn
| CQOnSKY . ihe Indisn Retiosal sirugele had oriplnally began
becauss of the desive of our upper middle ¢lasses to find means of
self exprenasion and g8lf grouthe There wan the 9015&1ﬁ&1 and
- econonie urg@.b@ninﬁ 1%, It spread to the.léu&r middle classos
ad becane o sirengbh of the lands Then 1t begame to étir the
rursl nasvon, who were £inding 1t mors mnd moro ALffieult to kesp
up, as a whole, oven thelr migerable rock bobtten standard of
Livinge. The old sell safiieleand village acﬁnomy hoas long ceased
to exzieate. Maxilary cottage ladustiry, asneillary to asgriculture,
whish tad relloved ssmewnat the bupden on Lhe land, bad disd of,
parély becsure of the stnte poliey, Eut»largwiy beonuse they eould
not comoste with tﬂ@i?&sihg michine indusiny. The burden on land
grew, and the growih of Indian wr:z Too slow to meke such difference
to thise 111 sauipped anﬁ almaat.unauares, she pver burdsn
villiage was thrown fnto the world markst and was tossed sbout
nither aed thither, It eould not eonpeise on aven Larape L wne
beokward in 1ts method of production, aud $ts land syelem, remlting
in a progrsssive fragmentation of hgiﬂidgs, mnde A raﬁic&l p RiiTe)te s 1.0
zeal lapossille. Sn the agricultural classes, both land lordse
and peseants went dowa hill, exeepls during brief p-ricd of boom.
The Landlords tried o pass on the bupden Uo thelr tenanty, au& the
groving pauperi#atian of the pessantry - both the pstty land holders
and the Ueaants - drév thes the national movenzent. the agricule

R ARG

N .
tural prolettariats, the large members of land-leass labours in
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i ol aheon , W alno  edfvoutedl,and tun oll Hrone
rargl classes ﬂgﬁﬁQleisa sr Swara] mesnt fundgmental chsnges in the
land quuem vhiech would relieve or lagson theler burdens amd irgvide
1and for the lamﬁalasa.“(lg}
{vi) Politice: In Cthe pre-British Period Indls waé ﬁ&v&d&& inty
nunersus foudal states fraga@ﬁﬁlﬁ aﬁ?uggling asong themselves. The
people wére a0k soeielly, scoassically orlgaliﬁiﬁally tnteprated, o
cur ancestors, wﬁs»li?e& under the Eritish rule even a centufy and
g hal? ago, Endié in thle sence had no measning and no existence.
They talised of the flichs, Rajputs, Merathis, Hindustanis, Beagslis,
@riyaé, ?émils ate. but had no clesr conception of an.lnﬂ&ah.» e
loarn Lrom Bi@ngp-werber'wh@§§§deiy travelled gver HNorth Inﬂia'in
1824, that the prople in UldP. r@gardéﬁ the Beangalis as much 88 &
foreigner ss the Englich, Inspite of the slogan of Hindu Pad
Padahabl, the Marathis had 3@?@5@& without cﬁmﬂumctian-thﬁ“térvita-
| ries of the Sikbs -~ and Hajputs on the Weet, the DPengalls in the
ﬁg{aﬁ, the Taull s and Eangadas in the ;ffaa*h, smd the Hm&sxstaniﬂ in
the ﬁarth. To a Bengall the Harathap wers mat mﬁly as aueh 2 A
forsigner as the Haglish but they were haled forelgners cesvees Ihe
coneeption of Indla as a whole, wam to be found only in the A
li&érmay‘warks of a past, and gtill servive in theory, but 1% iad

ng apsliecation in ae}uni polities tiLL cha sixties or seveniler of
the 1dth eaﬁ&uny."{lj)

the establishaent of British rule in Indla brought

about an exténsive and basle politliesl adminlstratlive and legsal

anification of the epunbry Por the first time in Indinn history.

fiaving brought -about the politicsl ﬂnificaﬁisn of
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the country and thus let l1o0ge nevw dynanmie fbree&fwhieh«theugh not
ooly in Serms of that unity bul almed at the freedom of Indla, the
Brisish government triéﬁ to dlsrupt that wvery unity 4t had helped’
Lo create; That disru@tienlwml not thought of in polltical terus
than a2 2 splitiing up of Indisgy, it wne aimed 8t The weakening of
nétianalist el&?§g§a 5o that British rule might continue over Ghe

whole countrye®

The Pritish @ov&énnmmz tried {n dlsrupt the unity
of Indie by giving greater lmportanes to Indlan states, by
eneouraging resctionary elemcnts, by promoting diviesions znd
enecuraging one group against another and by fnstigating the
fissipar?&ua tondencies due Lo religlen or ﬁravineé and by elloola
raging quisliog eclaimg which were af@aﬁd of n chnnge whiech Qight
engulf Lhem. Though &t wag harnf&iﬁ%éom the nationalist point of
view, but "out of this pollcy arose thoge 'importeat elemeate In
Indizns nationsl 1ife! of which woe szre reninded mo ofiea to-dnyy
wileh wore oreoated and encouraszed to ﬁisagrggl?nd dlerupt, and are
now callied wpon to agred anonsg thamaslvese

The Britlsh Goverament exerclsed thele power Xikx lo
Indin to safeguard and to develop bhe British imGersete  ihis
brought Eritaln into eoaflict with the Indfan psoplee  Politiesl
nationaliss is the out come of this conflict of lnterest, Thls
gave biprth o varlous paliziéal novemente in the countrye The
atraggle started Lo gecure politlieal powsr vhich they could use to

eepve thelr soclal zecnomle and other iLanterest,

"The Industrial Spurgesisic found in the sheolute
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control of Indls by Eritish an obstaele to earfy through its
programue of uanfetiered indusirisl developnent. The educated
elanses found in the sonspnly of Xey posts in the astate machinery
by the Britlish an obstsele to their just enbition to seeure jobee
The gons o the soil, the pesrantey, found in the new land, and
revonue gya@nms~1nayﬂéucad by the Britala the baclo ecavze of
thelir grégves&iv& impoveri shiment. The grmlwtariﬁ% fouad 1m the
Eritish rule a foreign undsmoeratie speney prevesting it f?ﬁm
developing elarss stru wle for dmoroving thnir condibicns of Life
sad labour and finslly for endiny the wape system 1tsélf under
wizieh they were oxplolitedl.® w‘

the Indiom ponpley 28 a whole recoguized in the
Brizish uulg an alien rule whieh barred their normal socisl,

economic and cultursl developaent.

{vii} Prosg ¢ 'Yhe printing Fress snd indeed »ll machinery were
alao considered dungersus and explosive fop the Indisn miand, not
%o be atecourazed in any woy lest they lead to the sproesd »f sedias
tion =nd indugtrlal ?rawwh. Thepe 12 a stopry that the Hizanm of
gydorabad once axprasssd n desire o see Europesn machinery and
Eiperetnzy  there upon the Britleh Rosident srocured for him an
alr puzp and & Printing Precs. The Hizam'g momentary suriocsity
having been gsatialled, these were storsd away with othep pifes
and euriositiese Bub when the govepnment in Csloutis henrd of
this, they sxpressed thelir displeagure to thelr lepident sad
rebisked him especinlly for labroduclng s Priaticg Press in an

Indian state. e Resident offered to gel 4t broken up



peerotly, 1f the government so desired.

But whnile Private Priating Presses were ust
encguraged, Goviernmeal epuld aat*garxy on ite work withaont prine
ﬁihg and offleial presses were thevelore, started by the Daptlst
¥ solonsries in ngmmyare,.aﬁﬁ tho §i§§t nﬁwspﬁper-wasvstartaﬁ by
ait Engllishaas in Galeutts in 1?&@."&m -

The pPrigiing Qrﬁégpmgﬂe unpreetical the reslisae
blow of the prlegtly clnsim thal the Vedle lltersture vas to be kepi
imaune from belng edudled by She Honelvijas.e She lavge seale
Printing of the vld Literaturs and Stheir aludy by modern intellec.
tuglﬁ revaalad the a@lin&éss peetiness and erudoiass a{ the alanime

{34}
to caste superiorily eponssred la the Suritls snd bhe Puranas.

pmily @y aben: anosher important ifastitubtion of

{(vi11) The loint f

tﬁé Iﬁﬁiaﬁ goeisl aéganiﬁgcian‘is %ha Joint Tamily =vebem vhers all
the members Jointly shere eowsion property @ It was feudal
patricrchal, hoaded Ey the oldéab man whoe enjoyed groster power ovepr
ell ths othepr zombers o8 the fanily. ’ Ea’%&rliwr'ﬁgyg 1t bod moze
1zperiancoe. TheTe ¥ag o m@euvity.an@.it wag "8 zlnd iasarance for
21l 1ﬁcluﬁi§@?ffen the sabnormsl and the physianlly or azntally
6$$f3ei@n§.“€lﬂ, ‘

The lack of individuallstie tendsicles ia a 1arge
Joint Taniliew gave rlse ﬁa'eerﬁain t?ends which a2re oppored to
denoeratie valuegs The bonds, blnding 1arge»fami1i®m, helped the

individual bBut ware algo responsihle for "sagresaing him and

(Rey . -~
oraventlisg growthe ¥ o aueh dependencs on elders ALd not gilve
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aspla opportunities to the younger members o develsp thely
indlviduslity ond personslity. Difference of oplnion wase

cgad%ﬁneﬂ 88 indiseipline.

XX

Growih of &a@ieﬁaligﬁ Ideology : & Belel E&rvgg:

The groat euliural heritage of fn@i% : Theye nre
gome c¢lenonts which are egsontianl of Hsbtionall sme indla had
geographieal undty, religisus as wwil as enltural uniiy. Ihere
wag nlso some Rind of politiesl unlly whieh can be deseribed as
izaperisl unity. Bt India in the Pre.Critlsh perlod waz for
from being a Hation in the modern sense of the terme  The
energence af Indisn Hationallise wos the regalt of YWestebrn iopset.
The British gave @sliticai aad aﬁmimis&ratﬁ%& unity to Indias.
Bindian Hational iem prow under the conditions of forelzn coaquest
and enloniel ru&e”.(d‘) During the Britisgh Peripd modern moansg
of communinations were introduced. The system of Bnglish educne
tion oreated an enlighlened dngliash gducated slass wao had conmon
&tgcz af Ldeag and thelr sutual ialepooupss was faellaled by  the
usa of Engliszh ag lingque frances and eagy negnsg of communlsontion

ks %4

ghrourh rallwey g, aleamers, chéap posbage and tolegraptigs

5 ney spindt imported from the west galvaniesd
tho stallie Indls dnto a2 dynanle netivitios. The past glory and
sreatnens of India appeared befors thea, "he Pagt of Indis,

with 2Ll 1tz cultural variety and greatnesgs waz s eomuon herdfasge
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of ail the Indian p%@@l@, Hindu, Malins cbrigtisas gnd others and
theolir am@@sﬁars had helped &hém to bulld 4t %ﬁ& faet af
mbasquent conversion to other faith d1d not deprive then of thie
heritage, just aw the Greskpy sfter thelr conversion to Christinp.
nity, did aot loose thelr pride 15 the mighty sehlievemonta of the’
am@@éﬁarg or the Itallian in &hé'grwat daye of the Homon Republie
and eaply sudirs. If all %he poople of Indils had been converted
to iglaem or Chrlefianilty, hey eultupal heritaze would still have
romained to inszpire thes snd give then that polse &ad.aignimy,
whilch a long record of oivilierd existence with 8ll $ts mental

{287
struggle with the problems of 1ife glves a people.®

e nstionpl awakening of the Indian people faund
expression i Lhe relizious relorss movensntle “in Cacty She
esrly rellzlous refors movemenis din Indls were sttempliing Yo bulld
a peligicus oubtlook vwhich would baild wp nutionsl unlty of all
eommunities, the Hindus, the Haslims, the Parsls and the rost,
f@@'@glwiag magh epanon h@%ﬁ@mﬁl tadte as The seononie development
of lIndians on moders Llnes, the removel of rasteietions put on the
pesple's free evolullon, the petablishment of equality betweon man
and woman, the sbolition of oaste, the abollitlion of the BErahoin os
the monopolist of aiassiegékaalﬁura ﬁn& sole intermidiary between
foed

God and the ladividual.® This movenent was secular in

clisracltara

But lober on when new olusses on eommunitics come
into exlstence and group or olass consclousncss developed the

Watlional movemsnt becape fetiers on 1te developaents  Some of
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them even bweawe antie.national 4lsruptive forces retarding the
proecof unlited nationsl wuw@méﬂa.fav freednta The peversel of
thely role warp melnly dee to theiy tranaforzation fr&m‘agtiaaai
religes-refora aoveasnbs late religzen comaunal mQVQaémts;§¢@} iue
- religio-emaansl movesents becese the lastraments of seotiangl
vested intercst,. They wesuned the stoadily growing niationsl unity
of the Indian peopleé, sad the ecconomic and the politiesl unity of
poor abrata of various conmunivies whieh arganised trade unions

_ , (31,
peaganitz and oiher movements sgsingt those veated lnlerest.” The
LBritish covernnent encotrszged the dieunity =nd the fezsifardus
tendenclces by introdueing eoncunal represmntstion and other

dovicers,

Hindn ;;‘fatig nalis; The eommon herilage of great eulture and rleh
historiesl tradition imbued the Hindus with an 1des of comvon
nationalitye The prevelation of Indie'e pant supplemented by the
bond of 2 onmnon raligion; sorved to bring thom fozethor.® -
dationglliss wss thug based ou the bed rock of common reiigien,
emlﬁaré and miaaariagl tradition. Eha‘rﬁligio-refarm programse
wap not restrictsd to the tagt of werely reforning religion but
sxtended to thut of the reformation nf soeisl institutions snd
soedisl relationg. Caste hlaraby, sex ineguality, untouchsbility
sad soclsl Csboos flourisned baceuss of the sanection of the rell.
zion, Hellglon dominute and detercine the 1ife of an Indina, His
soonomie lile, soclal Life, hls marriage, birth and degth, kls
physical movements wers siriotly controlled by religlon. 0o the

religlous refora took the nll embeacing programme o2 relivious,
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soeisl and politieal refor@mse Jost of the socio-religloe-refsraers
come from Lhe Hindusn. And Lims this gave IU a Hladu Qﬁaﬁﬁnﬁ@?-
Payananda, Vivesananda, Tilgk, furobinda end Ham Tirthn have
repantedly siressed that a pense of avopesess of the eultural
continuity i3 emeentlial to gonsrate s pense of gennine pride in the
past and in fature of the natlone From the dwys of the Indus
givilization and the Vedms bto modern times, the perennisl stroas

of Iudian @uléur@ has been flowing and it will be rendering the
eitizens rootiess 1T tho reallization of %bﬁ unity of the aasﬁ, the

x,

nrezent and future 1s 1«::; sl gight of.™

En'&&e vards of Homailn HEaxlland ﬁ%ivawaaangg

wonted Indla %o have aa;ialamie body and Vedsntle heart.®

in s general way Lhe Indisn nationalist améamﬁaa
recelved gongiderable inisial fmpetus from Bhe reformlst Hindu
peots of the labier half of the ninetecath ceniurys Lesders of the
#indu renascencs sich s Swanl Dayssasda and Swami Veveksnanda
ghandoned the sarlier defensivensas, and in different ways econfi
dently proclaimed @%@ﬁ?agﬂriﬁgiay ol findy religlon aud eullurs over

the Christiaon Yoole

Relim Nationaslioms

fae the care of the Hindus, 25 aloo with the
:ﬁaé&ima, the basis of Hatisngliem was s gommon preliglon and
historical tradition of past plory and grestnesse, In bosh cases
1iterature fod this natlongliss. While Tndtsn Verascular other
than urdy sang the glorlees of sacient India, the urdu litersture

{88Y
was Tull of the renint seones of Persid and Arabis, ® The
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P’

national awekening anong the Hislims took plscs at 8 slower mpesd
than that of guoag the Hinduse Tihe nev middle classes were zimosi
abuonl among Hosless. Thelr avaiéanc&-@f wostopn edueatisn thelr
kaag&ﬁgﬁguay from tradte 2nd industry, and thelr adherence to Seudal
@ays;“(d 3@&@@ then fettarad, The political consciousness awong

the Mislizm oame Later.

| gir fyed shmad, the spostle of the Huglim Natioaam.
lisa, deciared in a gpeeceh in 1385 that the Hindus snd the Muslixz
wore two warring nationg who eould not lesd z somson political Life,.
#How suppose’y he gadd "that all the English wore io leave Indlay
then who would be rolars of Indlg, Is 1t porslble thab wader these
circumsisnces Yvo nstlons the Mabamsedan and the Hindu, could sit
on the sane throne and rewain egual in power? Myt eertainly note
It 15 nocegsudy that one of them should conqusr the other and thrust
it downe To bope thal both c@&ld{ggfain enual 1s to deslre the
fzposrible and the fnconcelvable,

_ By the @né\ﬁﬂ the 18th century the poliilenl visus
and $dosla of the Mislim HUatlonaliss took defianlits shape under the
impact of the Aligarh Movemnnt. Ik aay'b?sggrmula%@d in the shape
of Pour fundamental principles as follove.

(a) The Windus sad Migliwe form tvo separate political

enbltles vith separate putloog mad econfliating

intorestsa,

{b) The grant of rvepresentative institutions bagsed on

demporatio prineiples, and appoiniment to high offfcm
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by open eompetisive exsminetlon in Indls, would be
detrimental to She interusls of the HMislims, as bhey
vpuld be subjest $o ind domination whieh L# Par worse
thaa Britlish rule,

(o) Conmequently the Migflime should repard the paramsuntey
of the Britlish as the Chisl sale.guand of thelr
interagts, and koep themseives aleof fron politieanl

wribation azalnst the Soveranent.

(d) an the Mislinm intepests re quite safe 1n the hsads of
the Beitish, the Hislims should eonfiae their abtlena

tion to ocultural developmeont, and aveld pelitlcs exeept
in ro 2 as L0 1s necopeayy o counter«bislance the

migohlel of Higdu politiesl aglinmtors.

*{n 1006 Jawsd Salimulls of Dasca seb up &
permanent Politicsl (rganisation of the Mislias, kuown as the Mislim
leggue, which ﬁuggawﬁﬁé ﬁﬁa @artitiaﬂ of Bengal and opposd the
boyentt of British gmaéa.“ié@a 1L wap originelly meinly ao a?gaﬂi-'
gation of some Mislims who emphazised the bund of religion' ,  The
pttitude of HMaslim loogue was a3t fireb exclusive, but és {1tz pumber
geew, 1% iambibed she nsticnalistie spirls which snizated the
eounirye In 1209 the Soveprnssnb granted separate electorates for
¥oalime by Morley Mioto lwforms. Uhisx wag strongly disapyroved by
the Congress moderatess In fact, the polley of ithe erestion of
geparate slectoratos was the poliey of "Livide snd Hul#e"s  Ib
elionstesd Lhe Eﬁ@araﬁ@s $r9a the Goveynmealt pud 1t helped fop thelir

union with the Bpdieal esections of the Congrese at the Lueknow
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sesplon at 1216,

Ia 1913 Maslem leoague adnapted “ﬁ&lf«g@?@?ﬁhtﬂﬁ'
within the empire” ag 1te sosale The war between Turkey and Eritaln
arounssd strong snti-British feslinges snong the powerful seetlons of
Mislinze This paved the way foy ca-@éaratﬁaﬁ batween thew and the
. Conzregse “noth the Congrese and the leazue held thoelr sssalong at
facknow in 1916 and econcluded the famouz "Luckiow paet®™ by which the
Congress agraed teo geparate olentorates and the two organisations
joinkly fgammﬁ 2 constitutienal seheme on the beels of Uosinlon
sttt @ - "The meparsle glectarnte was s dovics sdopted by the
Vieeroy, Lord Minte, to win over the Mirlime and set then spalnst the
@@ngﬁ@aaAaavam@na. a.&agungti@n-gr @ne Mislime, encoursged by the
Eritlsh officinlsy 12 not vy the Sovernuent 1ts81f, wag induced to
wsle for representation as 2 saggrate eommunity, and further pray,
"that thelr position should he eéﬁimgﬁaﬁ not merely on thelr
mgerical s&y@ngth tut in respect of She politicsl importance of
thely sommunity snd tﬁﬁ_seﬁviee it haa rendered fo the Emplre. hord
#Mato connaded both.‘éé' It wag also known Crom Ledy Matets Dlery
of lat Dctobor, 1906, that this got wes jubllaatly halled by British
official dom as "nothing les® than ths pulling basek of 62 millions
of people fran jelning the r@n&svaf saditious apposition. Even the
liberal stabesnan Lord Horley supporied this langenous devieé-ar |
Ysoparate el&etay@t&ﬁlaa& "weig%gg§a” wivieh was virtually a stab in
the bsek at Indian Hationalisse
Hameny Macdoneld vho later boemme the Prime Minister

of Britaln correctly observed “the Mshomedan leaders are laspired dy
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e&rtaia~ﬁaglﬁ-zmﬁianlﬁffigﬁal$, and Shere officisle have pulled
wires at Simlz and in &aﬂ@gﬁ, eznd of malice aforethought sowed

di sord between Hindu and Hohomedan communiities by showing the
Haslima speclel Uavours. "(%}

Indtan Natloumligm: wﬁile the Hindu and Maslism nationgllity were
growing side by pide, o new movement was also gatherfng force. It
é&y be regsrded as the Indian nationslisem. The Indian natloha- |
1isn had 1ts origlin 4n the growth of ?azitigal Ldeagz and politienl
organisations smong the Hindus. Eritlish Indiasn Associstion and
Indian Assoecintion may be pited hers, The obiecets of the Indian
Agsociation were 3 {1) The unlficatian »f the Inflan races snd
people upon the basls of comnon geliticesl taterest and aspirations
st (1LY the pram@%i@n of frienily feeling ﬁaﬁﬁe@n RBindue and
Habanmadatite 91t mey be zid with Srath thet the brilliant
political Sour of Zurendranath Bgavrieos Laid the foundstlon of
what zay be ealled the Indfan Natlionslisa, which sought to oat
aeross the Hindu and Hielim natlonaliss that hiad been davelopling
alde by slde. By give a complete shape of this Indlan astlona.
1iemy based on the politieal umi&y, the Indlan asaaai?zéga O
Ia&ivaa the 1@3& of ean 211 Iadlias Politiecsl confevence. Agouls
Ainely national conference wap held on 1IR3 and thersaf t@r g%

Hational Conzrzos was established in 2835,

The new gaeloty @@ﬁablishaﬁ by the British
conquest was a enplinlist soelety bazed on {ndivia duglism, IS
main griaeigxas vare « Individusl libarty, Precdos of @aagatﬁéign,
santract, and frecdom of the individual to swn and mﬁmipulazﬁ |

property st wille It vas in coatrest to the old sseliety whieh
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was atthoritarion in character, wmaintained syelal distlaetion mgaa |
on the birvth and gex and subordinasted ithe individusl to enste snd
Joint Lemily systenm. ”Tﬁ@ new soplely demaaded, ap the very
gondlition of izg‘ﬂevélegm@nﬁ the abolition »f privileges based on
viréh or ﬁél-”{$@§ Howover, the resaerkable growth of the Indian
Katinuelism wos based on the unity of politienl iﬁﬁﬁr%ﬁt in

seouring polidtical power fros ithe hands of the Iritlsh for Indians.

Alian ﬁumé, a retived Dritlsh oivil sevvant, was
prominantly mseoclated with the formation of the Congresss Four of
the early prosldents of ths Congregs vere HEagllshmen.  The Leaﬁiﬂg
megbaers @f the organisation were Westsra eduested Enﬁiéns. They
gabgeribed to thoe ideals of Britleb liberslisme  Host of Ghes had
8 simswr@.éayfagi&miﬁa of the bvenoficial remlin of the DBritish
ﬁnia in fadls and &ﬁa.ﬁwiﬁisﬁ"@@v$rnm@aa was slen gynmpathetie Lo

the Conpress 1o {te early vesrse

the reopopt of the svcond Comgress stated fhe
Congraess is a consuniiy of Cemporal ihterssts »ad nob of spiritusl
gonvietions that ouslify men o raﬁraﬁ@uﬁ ench other in the
dtgeussion of politivel susstions, we hold ﬁh@iﬁ'éenaral intersasta
in this epuntey being iﬁaauiaal, fladugg- Mnri@tiang, Maslimg and
,?aﬂﬁiﬁ ooy L4Lly as m&mgﬁrs of theliyr rospective aﬁwﬁmaiai@s‘r?§g§a~i
sent eseh other in the diseussion of Publie steuler affnirs.®  Ia
the early Coniress sessions Shese weve Zuropeans, Buraslons, dindus
‘of many cestes and sects, Shla's ond Saand Maslims, Jsins, Jevs,

Pareie and Slkhise
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In 1887 Bedruddia fyabjl, a Mislim, wae elacked
Prasident of the Congress, snd nine years later Babmatullab
Mahaznad Sayanl ocoupled the zsme posiftion. . In 1922 the atiene
dsnee of the Congress sesslon was divided as follows: iindup 965,
Mislims 221, sad other €2, In the sane year the Gongress
adopted a rosolublons whieh gtated that any sibjeet fntroduced for
di spusaton would be Arvopped Lf the ﬁﬁs;iﬁﬂ’ﬁ? Hinda &@i@gatoé'
objectzd as a body. Thers was no uawillingness to reassure the

pinosrity Zroupe

ihe late nineteenth and the early twentleth
penturies vitnessed e mighty struggle for control of the Congre s
The two factions the Mhdepates and the extroaists, held radleslly
Aifferent views as to the proper gna§¢amﬂ psane of the nationalist
movement. The modeartes reprepented by sich men se ¥.0. Ransde
and Go. K. Gokkhale, e@mtiﬂﬂﬁ@'ﬁa@ iibaaal tradition. Convineed of
the "Rlecsings of Deltish rule?, ﬁh@?uﬁaughﬁ to prozote the zradual
politlesl evolutlon af'iusi& slonz ?aﬁliﬁaam@any linep and to Press
for soeial reforme wijch they dg&meﬁ.ﬂsseﬁzia& to the uildiag of an
enlightened modorn @%a%e. &L bhough Shoy were not men devold of
religious fnith, they accepted the divorece of religlon frou
povernnent and mgiaﬁaigaﬁ a secular visw of politiecg whieh ggggrgg-
ted markedly with the religions outlovk of the erxtremlste.® The
extremists, 1ed by sich meR as Bal Gamgedhar Pilak and Zurobinda
Ghoshy combined the weatern ideap of paltriotisn and aationslism with
the religious gyambolise of Hindul =u. Bejecting the slow melhods
of méﬁaraﬁ&g, who eubalitod osutioudly worded petition o the
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govarnnent, he sxtrepists urged = program of aetion, immedinte and
evon violent if uepogsary, Hablonaliss identified with religion
beeane an sbrolute; Indla becswe the %ﬁﬁﬁ&?,(%%? Goddess to whom

fepvent znd undivided devoilion sesd be gived.

_ In Haharasthra, Tilak promobod the celsbration of
tup fegbivals whieh bocane the vehieles @f.ngﬁimaaliéﬁ exprossion.
Oney dediested Yo the ﬁiad&‘ﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁn@nﬁg vss 8 teteday Poctival which
provided a geod gm?a@iam far both anti.Yritish yzapa?%ﬁﬁa and the
, bﬁi1ding uy ol a s@ﬂa@ of Hindu esliéapity.nv% The Shivail
Fegtivel &é@ﬁiﬁﬁ'téﬁ imratha hers who had guewes&rmlly Pﬁughﬁ
azslaes the Mashsl enpire, had s dietinetly agti-gaglim tond.
fwanl Dayansnds, had Counded the cow protectisn Association in
3832, and Iliak conlinued the ﬁs%1;~ eow killing azitation. His
gehwlarly commentary on the Bhoagavad Jits propowunded the thegls that
the ﬁita*s‘&mlz'of aotion in this world ineludes politiesl as well
LY ] “mli*‘@ug deedge AL both the gopular and the mar@-&a?hi&ﬁiaagad
levela, Tilaek csfﬁeaﬁaaaﬁély favoked the spirlt of a resurgent
Bindulem to flghe ﬁﬁﬂ.naai?%2§im§ caussy but ot the inevitadle eost
of 20ienating the Magiims.

After the mubtiny, the Maslim had besn concsidered
ahe most danpercus apponents of prisish ruley but in the early
tuentisth eentury the g@v@y&mant*a policy hegalh To favour them,
The partition of Bengal in 1205 eregted s Muidlim majority ares,
widened the brogeh bebween Hindu and Huslim and gave further
stizulus to extremist activities,. The religlous symbole whieh
Tilak used with sueh effeqtiveness im Msherastra had no apge&l in
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Bengal, but sthers of aven greater potanoy were at honds  The lsnd
of %@ﬁg&l, and by extession sl of Indla, beesme identified with the
Pewale sgpest of Bindu diely, aﬁﬁ the rosull wag g eonesnt of devine
Hother land. Sankim Chandrs Chal:orlests g@@@ Bende Hataran

( "Hail to the mother?) saon beosae t%&_%réaﬁ Uongress nabionalist
gong throughout India. The sountsy was the Mather, but not g
defenceless femrle : "Thou art Purzae (the ﬁa@&éﬁs #athar), §§§§ &

dueen, with her bends Lhat strike and her swordg of shoen.®

Bome of the most passionals statementz of the
extremlst ereed came From the pen of Aurcbinde Ghoshe  “Liberty ism
the frult we seez frog the saorifice and the Moltherland the
Goddogs to whoa we offer 187, he wrote im 1307, Vinto the §aven
leaping tongues of the Pfire of the ¥ajns (ritusl sacrifiee) wo must
offer all that we sre smnd all that wo have, Ceeding the Tire. even
with our blood and lives and @ég@iﬁ@@a'ai sup nearcst and dearest,
for ﬁhﬁrﬁbﬁﬂﬁri&ﬁ& is a Soddeps whallavms not & malizmed angd dmpers
T2at saerifice, and lreedom wos never von fpom the Uods by a
grudeing givar.”<&6} Aurobinds’s peligions gymholisn wae &meh-mgmé
than vivid feasgerys be ldentifisd the country with 1%s susient
£2ith 85 completely that patriotisw and mm&i@%mmu indistizula
shable. Hationalliass is a spiritual sadhanse "Hationaliss i not
8 mere politlcal prozramue, pationaliss 15 a rellgion that has come
feom ﬁaﬁ:“{@?;

The cult of Durgs or Kali, with i1te bantrie ritusl

and snimal sacriflices quickly becane gassciabed with pevolutionary
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&eérariaa in Bengele A pamplet priated a% a seoret preps ealled
Qymn the sons of Indig o riga ups afm themgelves with boze, and
invoge the Hpther Kalle  "What does the mother wsat? 4 coconui?
Ho 4 & fowl ! or a sheep or a buffalle? HO % eeses ke
amother is tﬁirsﬁimg after the blood af ﬁeringbin {f@eaigaarsﬁ wiin
iad bled her profugely.” 5$I while sost n? the Conpress lesders
condesned the Lerroriss in Bengael, Tilsk gove velled approval by
bie silence. |

. The fundamental differences in ideology led %o
differences 1s the epzendisl fostures of ﬁh@ political @?@@yamme
of the two partism, Thess dliferences ceatred round twr osin
poiata, a&mély the g@liaiﬁal.g@allaﬁﬁ the method to achieve 1.
Ag re;aprd the §§§% Tilskt eald, "Swars) ig sy birth right and 7
will have &t.n0 To the extremiste ﬁwayag meant coaplete
aatmnamy vitiout any dependence on the British rule. Murakinde
- oaid, "There ave sﬁmﬁ wio feared Lo use the word freedom, but I
always'mae@ the word became 4% hag been the Mantrs of Life %o
aspire tovards the {reedom of oy mﬁﬁi@a.(bﬁ} Put Gokhale the
most Fifted and cminent pamber of the usﬁ@raﬁa party, =ald only
wadsen sutslde lunstic asylums could think or talk of indepen.
den08e esee W8 Ouwe 1E Lo the boel inderest of the country to

revile the propagands with 211 our enepgy and sll our resouress,

Thore 1% 5o slternative bo British rmulae?y, That
even an artute politiclsn like Gokhale, whose patebotien a@béﬁy
osn 9@5@&&13 doulity should entop taln mieh views merely proves how

{61
deep rooted they wers 1lu She philosophy ol the Modee.rate ?arty.
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Gokhale and bip perty held thie view on asepunt
of the backvardness of the Indians la many flelds, and their lack
of training in swlfegoverament, Hub the extremists brushed
szlde all theze e@ﬁ@iﬁ@§§ﬁ1§$55bvﬁyﬁlitiﬁal freedon” sald
aurcbinds. "Lz the Lif@bbgéﬁﬁ% of a nation, to attempt sselal
refora, indusbrisl %ﬁ?aﬁﬁi@&, the morsl lmppovement of the race

without alming Tirst end formost at politiesl froedom very height

{83y
of fgnorance and fulilily." Be £ Pal maid 3 ®"The now gpirit

accapts ao othep teaghar 4n the art of =clf government exeept
galf governgendt itselfse It values freedom for 1te own soke snd
decires sutoooay, innediste and uneosnditionsd regsprdless of any
conglderationg of fitness or ualitness of the people fTor if
bocatge 1% doss nob belledlesrldom in any shaps or form o be
gobhool for real frecdom ia a0y eouniry aad under any aasﬂﬁti@a

whatever, It holds that the sbruggle for frevdom Lhself is the
biphest tutor of fresdon wiichy 4F it ean once povsesrs the nind
of n people, shspes 1tgelf the Life, the eharact@l snd the 33@251
and eivie inetituting of the pesple, %o iz owa proper amﬁsqgg ’

There was-an open split between the Moderates

and the extremliste in the Surat Sopwion of the Cengress 4a 1897
Though the extreaists had to lLeave the Congress in 1807, they |
gathered wmfficient strength %o Corpe a concback 4im 1518, But
vien the Haderstes walked oul of the fongress in 1@1@5 they walked
out of the histopy af Indints sivuzele ﬁmr-fre@a@m.“g »

The Period iatepvening betwsen the dsath of T41lmk

and the attsloment of Independence is ususlly desoribed ag the ers
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of Candbi. Gandbijl oftcn lald stress on Shree thingss (1) The
_ Charka or splonine wheel {11) Denuasiation of

#
% violeneo a3 a 9311t1c11 nethod snd (IIZ} Hindie

The era of Candhl

ot

Haslim unliy.

The part played by British in the defert of furkey
834 the éismeﬁbax&é&ﬁ a8 the Turklsh empire io the Pirst world vap
ofPended the relizlous nnd historicsl sentiment of the Muslims and
conged them Lo adopht an sproesive snd snti.Erdsish stéltude.  The
two brotbers, Mshamzed A1l and Ssukat ALY, sod Msulmsa 4bul Kelas
Azad organised a maee movensat of the Mislime known ne the Kbilafab
Movement., e n%ﬁ@ciiisﬂ in the Panjab stirred zha whole
eounbry, snd in the Ehilafat lovenent Ceandhl il seld "an opporiunity
of nﬂi*eéﬂ findas and Hshammeden sm would nob arise in s hundred
ye@r$,€§ ‘ |

The gaiiay af not-violent Nob-co-operation KoVe-
asnt vas first ﬂiﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ in the spselsl @&s&i@& »f the Congress hald
in (aleutta in 13@3 snd 1t wae re.alfirmed a% the snnual measlon ab

Hagpur in tho 2356 ¥&sle

In the Hegpur session “Oandbi's unddeputed leader.
ship wae acknowledged for the Pivst time. ioreocver, the Congress
gual wag officlally changsd Lo ths 5a$@aiﬁmant of 2wars] cee h¥
ail legitimate and pescoful means, o radies) departure [rom the
g&avi@mg gosl of =01l Q@V®Eﬁm$ﬁ$ witiin She ﬁmpire.“(§ﬁ) Ewnral
could be intarpreted as Loninion sbalug or complete im@épém@aﬂee.

The Yestern expreseisn Yscli-governusnt® was foredgn o Indimn
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nagres while the uge of a Hindl ferm "owarsj" svoked an emotional
response [rom lLarge @esses of pedple. Mhis woe Gandhl's way, o
convey ldess in traditionsl Iandisg symbols eid thereby Lo reagh the
DRAEE S dengce Swarsd sod Sabyegrsba, not salrﬁgavern&@nt and
noll-gcoeopoerations  Thus, touy the emphasis on ihaddary hls sinple
way of Life, his renunclation 204 hls foundlag of an Ashran (a
conguneg of Leached amﬁ ﬁiseiplas}. M1 these aprenled Lo the
trudition bound peasaats, the @varwﬁeiming auajority of India's
'p@gnlaﬁlans

As a pesult of this ehange im ths Congress oreed
gad the re.alffirmation of Jabyagrahs, Mohazwed ALL Jinaah resipgned
fra@ the party, nover agaln Lo returne In parspesiive, his
;@parcura vas of Qﬂﬁrzaaﬂ polidicnl significance, for ia laetsp
vears 10 vag he who provided the dyasaic sud successfal leadepsiip
of the movemsab in favour of Patlsgtane Bubt by far the most |
imgortant developmeat ab Hagpuar In 1880 was the refashiouning of the
iﬁ&i&n Ratisuel Congregs along maﬁnliaﬁx. Froo that tlacs dates
the present party strugture, one of Gandbl'g major eontribulions
o the ﬁ%rnggle»f@r Iaﬂayewdence.cg?g

Hohsmmed Ald wog greested in 1921 for hie flepy
spgech to lnelts #Wielin soldiers to seditione Oanidbl wrole In
yaung nata Tauly & Massidman divine csn mponk Dor Islam, But
spoaxing for dinduism and spexking Tor astionalism, I have no
hesitatlon in saying, th ent 1t 15 siaful for anyone, either as
soldlor nr civiiiang o serve this Sovernmeont which hes proved

Sroachercus L0 the Faosalmany of India aud whieb has been guilty
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of the inhumanitles of the Funjab .se Sedition has beeons Ghe

crged of the CORErEss «s. Hnneco.operation, though = weligims

and gtrieltly morsl m@g@gf&t, deliberataly sima of the avertheow
6 b

af the Govorament cee

?he boyaotit of the Himon Cowmslssion provided a
groat aﬂ@av&uaitf for the restorstion of amity between the
difforent gomnunl ties end political partiess  The Congress, the
Haglim Lespue stid the Pedepation, the orgsal:atlon of the
ﬁ@ﬁar&tés wio gecgedad from the Cosngress sfter 1820, all eoabinad
to frame g constituilon for Indise Bt the All Partles convehe
tion which m=2t btowards bhe end ol 1828 would nod cosgede tue
claims mads by lire Jimnan on behal® of the dMaslimge  Jianah,
thepefore, joined the Murlim lesders who did mol see oye Lo eye
with the Cougress, and on lst Jdanuaryy 1925, held an ALl Indis

MHeslim Conference which issued a manifosto of HMdlin slalng.

Tne Congress in 1ts Lahore sesslon, held in
Deganber, 1923, declarad complete indapendance asg Its gonl, re.

sslved %o boveott the legislatares and the round Table Conference,

and took stepe to lsunch a programme of eivil dlz.obedieace, Mise

the clooik struck midenizhi on 3lst December, 1228, Pandit Jawahisre
1al Hehruy the President of the Congress, holsted the Hationsl
Piag of Indis. Indepsndonce Day wazs eslebraied all over Indis

on 26th Janamry, 18307

Gandinl j1 started the civil Disecbedience campaign
on April &, 1830 by his faomous mareh to Dandi in Westera Indio %o

meike galt on the ses ghore in defliasnce of the salt 1sw regulow
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tlonse Thig woe the siznal for s oass movenent on 3 large scale,
involving mass strikes, the boyeott of Belfieh goods, grave cases
of terrorism cuch as the armoury pald in Chittagong, mnd the

getiing up of ?&ﬁ&ilax govepnnent e in sevepal ﬁlaa@s.

The strike eand theo %ayaat? it the Briftieh
eammaniﬁ? harde  The @a?ér&a&a& beiag unable to mpppese Ghe
movement by forge adopted eonsllistary messuress The British
Goveranent announced 1is constitutional proposal g ihe astablishe
nent of a separste electorate for the Depressed clesses, whieh
formed a part of the communal Award ziven by DBogesy ﬁh@ﬁ@ﬁ&l&,
provoked &an&hidi, then in 3&&13 Lo underbzise a $aebe The result
wag the Poonapach, which neaply doubled the number of zonts
reszerved Jopr the Depressed olasses, o be filled by a ecommon jolnt
@1act@§§§§ out of & Panel of names orlginally chogen by them
al.ong.

The next lmportent landmark 1s the Goverament of
Indls Aet, 1035 whieh enme ints foree on April 1, 18987, Under i,
both the Congress and the Maglim Legpue constested the cloctions.
“he Congrese wolk majlordity in seven out of sleven Provinees. It
rﬁfaaa&«é@ sccept any office in view of g0 meny é@wars vogbed in
the hands of the ﬁavérnsx and Lt insleted on beving definlite
asmurances from ih@ Governmente It 4w Pseeinsting Lo ﬁat@ that
in June, 1037, the Congresse. Working Commities, on the basls of
the astursaces from 3he Governsy Gensral Ghat the Governors would
aot {aterfere in the ﬂay;ﬁaaéay admind steation, permitted 1¢s K

menbere o secept office. But Choy could not #&ma&n in power
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becsuse of India'e davolvenent in the Seeond World kar, whieh, in
thelr opinlon, vas conducted on imperislistie Limes snd whieh was

mesnt to consslidabte fuperialiem in Xn@ia and el sewhers,

» at %h&# Juneturs, Jinash began to yut-amphaéis on
bis fanous "Two.nation theory's The Mislim Loague fniled to
actiieve asjority scats in most aflthé Provinees and 1% hase heen |
rightly obssrved that “Haslim notional conseiousness devsloped in
She Hinduemsjority provinees befove 1t gsme to the Hislimensjority
Provincees soee It was the Maslims of the ﬁiméu.maaaéiﬁy
Proviness who nade the wholae of Misiim Indie conscioms that Islam
was in ﬁaﬂgar.”§7ﬁ3 | '

bue to the fajlure of all cul efforts, the British
Prime Eimis@a&, ftlee sanounced that the state of conditions in
thil & countey weré full of danger and eould not be arml@hgea. ~ The
Brislch Government decided to hand over politlcel powers to
regponsitle Indlans by a dabe nol latest than June 1948, lord
tounthatton, meting on behalf of tho British Uovernmsat, roallsed
that thers had beon no propsset of r@achingA& aettlement between
the Congress and ﬁﬁ@'ﬁnslim Losgue and secordingly, the
Mounthation Plan was preopaved Lo nake a partition belween Igﬁia
and Pakl slpne
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,ﬁigﬁmfﬁéa&'ﬁaa%gﬁﬁand of the Comstilutlon maling in Indis

(a) 5iCts of the Pritish snd Indfsn demand,

| Srigin of the constitution mazing in Indis may be
traced back in the verious staiuteg cnacted by the British Governe
ment aftﬁr'amsaming the povsr of soversipnty from the Bsst Indls
conpany e The British Parlisuent anscited the following statutes
for the sdmiatsiration of Indis — The Covernmont of Indip fot
1858, Indian Coumeil Aet 1861, Indian Couneil set 1892, Indian
Couneil Aet 15089, Government of Indis Act 1919 and Government of
Indin fot 1935« "These above Acbe wore the gifts of the Dritlish
Parliament and &iﬁ not pefleet the will of the people of Iadla and
they eould mot satisfy the aspiration of the Qﬁéﬁl@“.ﬁ?l)

There was iong sﬁandimg,d&m&nﬁ thnt the constitu.
tion of Indla should be framed by a Constituent Aszembly eomposed
of enisnent representative of tn@‘gaagla and should embody the will
and aspirstion of the Indlen poople. "Sandhi expressed the tyeuth
firvaet that Indlane must shape their swn ﬁ@gﬁiﬂy, shat only 1in She
hands of Indlsas could Indis beeose horself - when in 1222 he said
ahgt Swarsj w@uiﬁ.nsﬁ be the gift of the Beitish Parilament, but
muet spring frow the wishes of the @éag&ﬁ of Indis ne expresgsed
tohrough thelr freely chosen representative, 7 The working
comaitiee of Indisn Nnlional Congreas stated in unequivoeal terms
in 1984, "The only satlsfactory slictnative ¢o the White paper i
a constitution deawn up by a Constituant ﬁaﬁééhzy elected on the
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basis of adult frauehisce or a8 near ae possidble, with the pover, 1f
negessary, Lo the 1§@$rtan$ minoritieg o have their xagragenﬁatives
elocted exclusively by the elecbors belonging to such @1narit&ggf%
Thorealter, in many proviaces Leglsistive Assemblies and in @ﬁé
_ eeﬂ&r§@ Lﬁgis&a@iv@\ﬁsasmbly.in 1937, at the (ongress at Fglzpur,
Haripurs and Tripurl, and at the Slole can?@y@aee in 1845, the
Congress preitersted that Indle eould oaly accept a Congtitation
drawn from the people and framed without any interfesence by =&
forgign gubhority.? e Pandit Hehru stated in 1838 thst the
indian ﬁaﬁﬁaﬁayl'hgg propozed that the conatituticn of India must
be framed, wiihout muﬁsiaa»intarrergﬁea, by a Consbtituent Ageambly
on the basgls of aéalﬁ ?ran¢h1$ﬂ¢“’?ﬁ in the year 1930 GCandbijl
alzo wrote an srtlele in - ilarijan, 12 Hove 1828 in which he sgreed
that a can@tiﬁu@g%_Assembly wng She best wey 0o desl with the
provlens of Comrzunaiism in Indis. However uatil the oubbreak of
the 5&caﬁﬁ World %av the Britisb Government did not accept the
Indian é&maﬂé; The @ﬁmﬁtiﬁatieﬁax @riﬁisvbée@mﬁ very grave when
the Governor General of Indis declsred war with Germany without
eonsulting the popular minlstry of the pProvinces. The wvorking
Committes of listional Congress Lesugd a statement in 1939 that "bhe
Indian people must hove the right of well determination by framing
thelr own ﬁamstiﬁutién &hreugh Constituent gﬁﬁembly."c?ﬁ {Great
Britaln ﬁas Pighting hard for 1%s ovn existaenes under the grave

ciroumetances she roslised the Indlsn denand snd tocdk sevopral steps.

In 1942 pripps Por the fipet time made it elear
that the Indian would write their own Constitution.
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“The nevly electsd Labour fovernment announced in
Septe 1945 that 1t wns eamhﬁmplatihg the creation of a Coastituent
body in India and ordered that nalionsl elections be held during the
vinter go that freshly créat@ﬂ orovineinal legixlaturés_would be
reaéy talaat as slectocal bodles for a Constdtuent Ass@mbly."(7?%ith
this purpose the Eritish Prime Minlstor Hr. Clement Attlecsent in
1946 a farliasacatery delegnlisn f@LL@w@ﬁ by s Cabinet delegation.
The enbinet Adelsgation failed to make the two major parties to come
%D 3y asgreement, They, thorefore, announced their own proposal
in Eaglaod and India slmultansously ia 16th May, 19468 which was

kKnown as the ecabinet Mlasion Plan.

(b) Genesis of the Constituyont Assesblys

The Cabinet Misslon had Eailaﬁ but Lts efforis
lived on the Indian Coassi taent Assemblye The Plan provided that
in ordap to avold any delay In convenling the pri:);so:réd Constituent
Apsembly, 10s membeor would be elsctsd by in dlreet eleetlon by the
elaﬁémﬁ mesbers of the Legislotive Apgomblices of the provineosn.
fccordingly election for proviacial Assemblies were held in 1946
to aet as électéra1~hady of the Constituent Assembly. But $t wne
based on regtricted franchiss, not on universal adult franchise. Only
28,584 of the adult population could vate 1n the elecﬁian.(?s} in
July 1248, vlectlong wore held for the Congtituent Assently. Mislinm
League joined the cloetlions and subsequantly 1is cendidates were
returneds . But they boyeotted the Astemblye ' The (onstituent

- Assembly whieh had been slected for undlvided Indis held its Pirst

sitting on the 9th Degember, 1948.  The Xuslin league member 414 not
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sttend, "ihe begluning of a fHew Indls rested on a wmall portion »of
what wos ollicrawlse z sorribind ﬁream.“(7g) Congresse won 203
 seats out of 212 that were thers for the genspal categories. Hove
ever la the geparnte categories for the Mslims and for thelﬁikhs,
they won 4 zoats Orom the Hualia eabogory and 1 sest from Sikh
cauegarg.§$@} Befope ths parmitiam they reprossated 63% of the
Coastituent Assenbly and afﬁﬁr-gaf%iﬂien thig maJorily wap as %ign_

as 32%0

Thus the Constituent Apsembly was born to redeem

a plesdge anﬁ to Fulfill the hopes and sepleation of the people.

{8) o what extent fhe Constituent Aseembly was a representutive

?Efif

- The Congtlituent Assenbly was not formed on the
btasls of universal adult franchise whish wae a long cherished
dpoam of the Indisn leadors. It wae restricted franghise and
property was one of the guslification for véﬁzag. The ng@ﬁitueat
Aszonbly Shus forped wvag & r%pr&saﬁﬁativa tody of legal lam%%miaa.
In the Constituent Asseably these ware vary [aw repraesentatives of ’
(1) suall favmor, {11} landless labour (111} artissn eclosse or wace
'e&rmiag elasg (1v) wesker secticn of the scelebty. The fﬂll@ﬁiﬁg
were nol even aear ﬁh& working of the Constltuent Assenbly «-
{1) Politicnd ﬁhileﬁnﬁher, Q&i} cconomist (411) Social scientiste
Lard &izmon made a sbariliug announcement on the 16th December, 1946
ﬁhgt'ﬁha Consbituent Ammenbly was anm Assombly of Caste Hiéﬁms. Drs
Shysms Proesd Moskerjee wehenently protested against it on the
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fLoop of the assenbly on the 17th December 1946  "But who sre
represented in this House btoeday? Shere are Hindusy there are
some uMlins too. AL lﬁéﬂﬁ‘thﬁﬁe Maslims from one Husllm provisce
who come aé ropresaatative o?'& Government which 1 Tunstioning
there inspite of the Maslim leazues  Thers are the representsiives
; af‘ﬁhe gpovines of Ascem whiech 1s soprozed Go be part snd pareel
of Hre Jinnah's Pakictan « 0 « conee Thet provinee is also
efficially rspresenbed by the majority of the people of- that
srovince, You have the scheduled earntes 811 the scheduled
enste mombors who have beun elected to Coustituent Assembly are
horee Even Dre Anbedkar wha'ma& nob agree with us in a1l matiere
is pregent here. (applause) and I balke §5, it will be possible for
usg to eanvert him ér reconvert hin and €o get him to ocur mide
{reneved applausxe) when We go to dlgeuss 4n detall the interest Sf
th@se.wawm he repras@nﬁa. There sre other scheduléﬁ cazla nenters
e aleo presend heres  The Sikhe are preseat hers, all of thez.
ihe angle Iadlate are prosend and 89 are the Indisn Christians. Fo
how 01d 1t lie in the mouth of Lord Huon eee (4 volco : Parsls
are alzo praseat hers). Yes, last but not leagt, the Parsis sre
al 50 pées&at here. fo, howv did lle in the monih of Lord Slcon or
any%@dy el ze. {i volee 3 The iribsl r%pr&&anﬁati%ag aps here ).
Tribal areas sand the Adibasis sre hore repregented by my friend
Hre Jo finghe Infact, overy elemsnt that has besn elected t@ﬁ
the Indian consﬁitu@nt Asaenbly ls here barring the Muslim Eeaéiig
 “Howevar, thle must be mentloned to the eradlt to

the Indian Batlonel Congress =nd to 1ts Loaders that they did make



55

gone coniscioue arfaftg to include in the Agsembly, representistives
of all important miua?iéi@w, eninent men whose sdvice and éxpar.
ties of all important wlnopliles, eninent men whoso adviee and
expartios could b@-bf graét value and even people vwho are opposed
to Congress idaalegya“(gz) “he Congrese represcnted il chsdes of
opinion snd it ¢id not teke a narrow or regid sutlook. The
saleciion of memborse was ot made purely on party bLasis. Some
neggéiations wers @aﬁriea on even wi&n the Congress Sociallist
Pariye. Certain very prominent pmrsoﬁgliﬁi@s whicge contribution to
the work of the constltuent Assembly will always be remember Were
fincluded 4n the Constisuent Asgsmblye “%ma of the people whio

had grest talemts, who had great exyart&éz and who played a very
prominent rols in the framing of the conzbtibutlon vaere specifically
invited by the loadership of the Congress partye These peopls
ware poople like Dr. mbedgar, %é%?' fyyary Ne Ge Ayyanger, K.

Santhaasy and %% 2. MHakherjoee ™

Thuo the national foanress selested eminent
conptituiionsl exports and sminent people from all walke of life.
“he @cnstiﬁuehﬁ Asgembly reflected 211 shades of opinion snd thue
it was "India in mieracoam.“(aé} |

The Assembly functioned Lioth as s Constituent
: &5$¢ably to write the Zﬁdiaﬂ Congtitution and as a Provisional
Prrlissent to deal with legislative and other business. %&th‘a
view to sasoth funetioniiy of the Constitution making i¢ aép@iacad

sevaeral comsitiees.
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unguestioned, thefr wigedom herdly less so Io thelr gofd.like
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{e) Lesdershlp of the Conptituent Asmembly and decipion

zfaak:ing;

ihers were bthree groups of eminent personsiities
in the Constltuenl Asmembly who wore respongible faﬁ the msing of
the Congbitution of Indine ®he Pirst proup wag the group of |
Pondit Hebru snd @f€§§§5@ #no seeested his socisl seonomic snd
ye&i%&cgl %ﬁﬁaghﬁ.“ * Pandit Hehra astood for liberslism, oroe
gressive Hationelisn, fSecularim, Constitutionslisn and Socleldm
Ge Vo Pan8 was Jieutanssnt to Hehru. The gpaond group was bhat
of ?&ﬁﬂl‘”{ga) fdatendra Prasad wae hls Lieutanant,  Patel stond
for politiesl, sconcauio and even soclal stghility.  “He Jd nob

owa any property of Blg ovde. Sven then ho 414 stand oy and in

{87
Lavoar of frivabe Properiy.” Wihe third group was of legal
{88}
lunlnaries. ¥ Some were asmoty the Congrécs and some were

inviteds

MHghru Pabel, Prasad and Azsd, in facb, Consti.
tuted an oligarehby vwithin the Assemblye. Thelr honour was
: _ - (893
statug they msy Lave besn Peared; eertainly they were loved.”
mr view 15/5%@ that 1f there wag an oligarety or if they key
people sre Lo be located in eo {ar er the poliiiecal process i
poncerned, they were Nehra snd Patels I we want Lo uadersiand
the ideologpical orientations of the Considiutien of Iadla, we got

(90

t9 undargtand the galiti@al thourhig of Hebru Patel.” Hahtu

and Patel were at the mpex of the whole Pysamid of lesdershlp. "It

18 after all these twy nmen who whsd agreed sotiled 11 condrovers

7/
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siege Thege two people had st €imes different and st momente
Gven opposite views. These seems Lo have been no iastance in
vnich the declelon could have besu arvived at agalnst the ezpress
wishes of bobh Hehru and Patel. 1f 1s onmly when they were divided,
eonpromt sos beeam&iaeﬂegﬂany aaﬁ.W@revar?ivé& at when thesa Lwo
agreed, thet was the declslon sud thnt hed o be aﬁeey%ad.”igl}
when the dsliberniions of the Constituenk
Assembly were zolng on, Hehru was the Prime Mnister and Patsl wag
- Deputy Prime Minlster and Home Mluistor. Polel, belng Home
Hinister, realized the importencs of meinbening the law and order
af the gounlay. He wap of opiolon bthat private properiy &as T
sbaye He wauted that pr&yﬁstﬁgﬁ claze should not be frighitened |
with the unsetiling action of soelal revolution or talks of sselis.
11 sme Hehru and Patel asver asgreed on the point of peeclolism. The
Ciegal luminaries group were in Pavour of the 1035 Acty Weatern
Demoeraeles Fundsmental Kights of the individual s, ?iivat@ Propesty
and the goneept of Judlelal review, ihey had muech more ecommon
view with that of Patel group, than Nehra groups In this wey so -
. mony khimﬁs winleh are sgaloet the Behru's Phllosophy of Soelsllen
came into the congtitutiens IP we Lind any {dsologieanl epnfrone
tabtion in the constitulion 1t ig due %o Ldeclogical M ffarence

between Hehru and Palel.
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