
Contents 
Pages 

Chapter -1: Introduction 
(a) General Out line 
(b) Conceptual Distinction. 
(c) Panchayat and rural development 
(d) Statement of the problem 
(e) Objectives of the study 
(f) Review of the literature 
(g) Methodology 
(h) Limitation of the Study. 
(i) Schematic Arrangement. 
U) References. 

Chapter- II : Panchayat Raj in West Bengal. 

Introduction 
(a) Historical overview of Panchayat in the 

pre- independence period. 
(b) Panchayat Raj in independence India 
(c) Panchayat Raj in West Bengal. 
(d) Left front Government and panchayat Raj in West Bengal. 
(e) The powers and functions of the panchayats. 
(f) The decnetralised planning approach. 
(g) Summary. 
(h) Referances. 

Chapter- Ill : Panchayat Raj in Practice-
' A study of Cooch Behar district. 
1

1

ntroduction 
(a) Profile analysis of the district 

(i) Location, boundary & Administrative Unit 
(ii) A study of population of the district. 
(iii) Urban-Rural Composition. 
(iv) Scheduled Caste & Scheduled Tribe population 
(v) Occupational distribution 
(vi) Literacy level 
(vii) Croppinfattern 
(viii) Fertiliser Consumption 
(ix) Nature of Irrigation 

(b) Results of Panchaytat election in the district 
(c) The socio-economic Profile ofthe two gram panchayat 

(i) Khagrabari Gram Panchayat 
(ii) Sikarpur Gram Panchayat 

(d) Gram Panchayat members by party representation 
(i) Khagrabari Gram Panchayat 
(ii) Sikarpur Gram Panchayat 

1-15 

16-33 

34-58 



(e) Summary 
(f) References 

Chapter- IV : Caste, Class and Power Structure of the 
Panchayat Members in Respect to Rural Development 
in a Backward Region, Cooch Behar. 

Introduction 

Section-! 

59-83 

(a) Caste of Gram Panchayat members in the district of Coach Behar. 
(b) Class of Panchayat members in the district 

/ 

(i) Land Holding 
(ii) Occupation 
(iii) Educational Status 

Section-11 
(c) Caste of the gram panchayat.members in Khagrabari G.P. 
(d) Class of panchayat members in Khagrabari G.P. 

(i) Land Holding 
(ii) Occupation 
(iii) Educational Status 

(e) Caste of the gram panchayat members. in Sikarpur G.P 
(f) Caste of the panchayat members in Sikarpur G.P. 
· (i) Land Holding 

(ii) Occupation 
(iii) Educational Status 

(g) Summary 
(h) References 

Chapter- V : Panchayat Resources and pattern of 
expenditure on development activities. with special 
reference to Cooch Behar District. 84-108 

Introduction 
(a) Tax revenue of gram panchayat 

(i) House Tax revenue of gram panchayat 
(ii) Fees of the sample panchayats 
(iii) Total Tax revenue of the sample panchayat 

(b) Non Tax revenue of the sample panchayat 
(c) Total revenue and per capita revenue of panchayats 
(d) Grants from the Govt. and own resources of the sample 

panchayats, 
(e) Expenditure of the sample panchayats 
(f) Summary 
(g) References. 



Chapter- . VI : Role of panchayats and poverty 
alleviation programme on the rural economy of 
Cooch Behar. 

Introduction 

Section-A 
(a) Basic approach of the I.R.D.P to the target group of 

People of the priority sector through DRDA. 
(b) Progress on implementation of I.R.D.P in the sample 

Panchayat, Khagrabari through DRDA 
(c) Progress of implementation of I.R.D.P in the sample 

Panchayat, Sikarpur through DRDA 

109-144 

(d) Survey results to evaluate the impactof 1.-R.D.P on the target group 
of people (priority sector). 

Section-S. 
(e) Basic approach of J.R.Y scheme to the target group of people 

through Zilla Parishad. 
(f) Progress on implementation of J.R.Y in the sample panchayat 

Khagrabari through Zilla Parishad. 
(g) Progress on implementation of J.R.Y in the sample panchayat 

Sikarpur through Zilla Parishad. 
(h) Survey results to evaluate the impact of JR.Y.on the perception of 

Gram Sabha meeting and village development. 
(i) Summary 
U) References 

Chapter VII: Summary and conclusion. 145-154 

Appendix 155-168 

Bibliography 169-180 


