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ABSTRACT 

India has a long history of social, educational and economic disasters caused by 

foreign invasions which had exploited the country to the limitless extent  and 

depleted the country’s resources . In the process of exploitation, the invaders did 

not hesitate  to unleash a reign of terror , tyranny , and bloodshed. Indians had 

been pushed into a state of animal existence. They had been deprived of all basic 

rights and liberty and denied justice. Their demand for justice had always gone 

unheeded, and the sword had been used to gag their voice of protest . The British 

rule was very much cruel towards the freedom fighters. It had resorted to all 

types of repressive ways to eliminate brave sons of the soil  and to  crush the 

nationwide movement for freedom, rights, equal treatment and justice.  

Lawlessness had reigned supreme in Indian national and social life for a long 

time. Laws that were made and  imposed were designed to systematize and 

formalise the process  of exploitation and to legalize oppression and repression. 

The advent of the British colonial rule in India was dubbed as a period of 

exploitation , oppression, repression and therefore , denial of social justice. The 

British colonial rulers had reduced the people of India to slaves and ridiculed 

them as inferior to Europeans or the people of Great Britain. This discrimination 

exposed  the ugly face of British imperialism and colonialism . The British 

Government was so unkind and hostile to the natives of India that Lala Lajpat Rai 

in 1920 was led to describe it as ‘Satan’. British imperialism in India was 

concerned  with the only aim to consolidate   the British rule in the country, not 

with its development .  When exploitation and oppression crossed all limits, the 

people of India were determined to fight for freedom and to justify their  demand 

for total freedom in order to be entitled to social , political and economic equality 

and justice. India wins freedom and the Constitution of India was framed keeping 

in mind the desire of our national leaders to  secure democracy to Indians , to 

ensure equality among them,  to ban social evils and uproot inhuman practices , 

to prevent violence  against women, to stop exploitation of children , to protect 

the poor and the weaker sections of the society , to adopt some measures of 

compensatory discrimination , to elevate the weaker , neglected and deprived 
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classes to the main national mainstream,  to safeguard their interest and finally 

to establish and justify social justice.  

The Constitution of India is a political and economic document and represents a 

specific political economy.  It contains the values , ideals and aspirations of our 

constitution framers. The ideals and aspirations which our national leaders and 

Constitution makers  cherished for the people of India in order to secure 

democracy , security  and protection against violence  and violation of rights and 

liberties are found to have been clearly and unambiguously reflected  in the 

Preamble , Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy. The three 

components of our Constitution combine to ensure and provide to the people of 

India rights, equality and justice , and fraternity  which constitute the basis  of 

democracy  and lay the foundation stone of an egalitarian society. The 

Constitution prohibits discrimination and deprivation, disapproves of racialism 

and communalism, does not allow sex and gender discrimination, advocates 

equal pay for equal work, guarantees fundamental rights and directs the State to 

adopt and launch programmes to ensure and strengthen social justice to all. 

India is committed to welfarism and socialism. The Government of India along 

with the state governments  has launched a handful of   schemes and 

programmes to gradually translate  the aims and objectives , ideals and 

aspirations relating to equality ,  justice and democracy  into tangible realities. 

Since the dawn of Independence of India in 1947 the Central Government has 

been attaching considerable importance to the formulation of various policies 

directed towards egalitarianism , welfarism and social justice. The 42nd 

Amendment of the Constitution of India 1976, notwithstanding drawing serious 

criticism by the Constitutional experts , was a step towards3 achieving the 

national goal of “equal opportunity  to all” which is envisaged as a  variant of 

Indian Socialism. The secular objective of India has been implemented through 

the incorporation of the term secular in the preamble is significant episode in the 

history of Indian Constitutional development and incorporation of  fundamental 

right to all citizens relating to freedom of religion as enshrined in the Article 25, 

since the inception of Constitution is another landmark phenomena. 
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Mrs. Indira Gandhi’s 20- point Programme is the point of start of the Central 

Government’s initiative and endeavour to secure social justice. This is virtually 

the first step of the Central Government towards the implementation of Directive 

Principles. The 20 Point Programme and 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act be 

put together to understand the nature of socio economic justice that Government 

of India mooted. Through this programme ,  the State seeks to secure  to all its 

citizens social  and economic justice. The programme prohibits discrimination on 

any artificial ground  and seeks to vindicate economic justice or distributive 

justice. The essence of this programme consists in prohibition and elimination of 

discrimination and deprivation  , eradication of  poverty , illiteracy and evil , 

harmful social practices , protection to people against exploitation and violence , 

provision of shelter  to the homeless  and the destitute , creation of job 

opportunities for people , promotion of the living standards of the weaker 

section of the society  and finally upholding the principle of compensatory 

discrimination3. 

The Directive Principles of State Policy constitute a very comprehensive 

blueprint to bring about social and economic change of India which leads to 

social development that paves the way for social justice. The coalition 

governments both at the national and provincial levels have directly or indirectly 

implemented a good many numbers of directive principles to ensure social 

justice to the people of India. Coalition politics in India has acted as a force 

towards the implementation of Directive Principles on social security , poverty 

alleviation, eradication of illiteracy ,  rehabilitation of the poor and the weaker 

sections , promotion of  health and education , improvement of living standards 

of the poor, improvement of work  conditions, launching of minimum wages 

programme , protection of rights and liberty , protection of women against 

violence , prohibition of child labour , etc., conservation of forestry and wild lives  

have contributed greatly  towards  achievement of the  goal of social security and 

social justice. 

Coalition Politics is a watershed in Indian Politics, though it is an essential 

feature of a multi party system or multi party government. In a multi party 

system , where a single party fails to form government, the party having the 
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highest number  of seats , is found inclined to join hands with regional party or 

parties to form and run the government. In our country the first coalition 

government at the centre   under the Primeministership ( leadership) of Morarji 

Desai was formed in 1977 and Kerala was the first state to have a coalition 

government in 1952 when the Congress formed a coalition government which 

was replaced  by a CPI led coalition  in 1954. India has several experiences of 

coalition government both at the central level and this has added a new 

dimension and direction to Indian politics in connection with equality, protection 

of rights and social  security and justice to people. 

The Congress which was dominant till the mid 70s and which epitomized the one 

party rule at the national politics faced a  great political debacle in 1977. This led 

to the birth of coalition at the centre. People became united in their voice against 

the Congress and many congress leaders broke away from the party and formed 

regional parties in protest against its failure to fulfil  people’s hopes and 

aspirations , against corruption , misrule and so called  repression. Indian politics 

assumed a new dimension in relation to the pressing need to ensure social 

justice and facilitate development at all levels. It was thought and believed that 

regional parties would raise local and regional issues of development in 

parliament and voice for justice for those who were socially, educationally, and 

economically backward. The data so far collected  and incorporated in this study 

reveal that the Indian Parliament at the national level and many state assemblies 

at the provincial level passed many laws to protect  and promote the interests 

and rights of lots of backward communities which, during the pre coalition 

politics period ,  were  mostly overlooked or perhaps unintentionally ignored.  

Regional parties that helped to form government at the national level played an 

important role to bring regional issues of development and community progress 

to the forefront of national politics. They were seen to be less interested in the 

stability of the government or in the development of national economy but much 

more interested in getting their demands fulfilled at any cost. The political 

history of India since the dawn of dominance of coalition politics in India gives 

ample evidences that regional parties created and continue  to create undue 

pressure upon the major political party forming the government with their 
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support in order to fulfil their demands which they promised to voters during 

elections. They often  tended to brush aside the sacred principle of national unity 

and integrity, communal harmony and universal brotherhood. This may be 

termed a negative impact of coalition politics upon Indian national politics which 

aims national unity, integrity, peace , progress and uniform development. Yet 

regional parties cannot be underestimated in all cases. They sought to fulfil the 

hopes and aspirations of those peoples they represent .  

  The target has been much achieved during the ongoing or continuing the 

dominance of coalition politics in India both at the state level and at the central 

level, though we cannot rule out the germination of regionalism, casteism , 

communalism, or de-secularism etc., which are the aftermath of coalition politics 

has compelled the  state government and the central government since 1977 to 

focus their attention on the  necessities of poverty alleviation , universal 

education , prohibition of social evils and inhuman practices through enactment 

and legislation and protection of people’s social , judicial,  economic and above all 

human rights. 

The Central Government during the dominance of coalition politics in India has 

introduced some schemes and programmes to secure social justice to the socially 

and  economically backward communities, which is  to be perceived as continuity 

of earlier 20 point programme.  Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojna , 

Swarnajayanti Rozgar Yojana, Prime Minister’s  Employment Generation 

Programmes are important self –employment and wage employment schemes  

for social protection. The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act aims at social security for those  who are economically very weak 

and socially backward.  This scheme also aims at women’s empowerment and 

prevention of distress of  migration.  Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension 

Scheme is to provide financial assistance in the form of pension to all citizens 

living below poverty line and crossing the age of 65 years. Financial Assistance to 

the widows of the age between 45 and 64 years age of BPL households is a 

positive step towards social security. Women and Children are the worst victims  

of social injustice and social insecurity in India. The Government of  India  has 

already formulated laws on the spirit of Directive Principles  to protect women 
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against humiliation, torture, exploitation and violence. Child labour has been 

prohibited and outlawed. It has formulated  the National Child Labour Policy in 

1987 for rehabilitation of Child labourers, implementation of Child labour 

Projects, grants – in aid to the voluntary organisations and promotion of 

international programmes to the elimination of Child labour. The Gurupadswami  

Committee report1 shows  that problem of child labour is a direct result of 

poverty. So, the more poverty  will be eradicated through different legislations 

and social welfare measures  , the more will it be easier to tackle the problem  of 

child labour . As a step to promote education among children , the Scheme of 

Sarva Sikshya Abhiyan  has been launched to ensure  compulsory education to 

children. Thus laws  formulated and the programmes so far launched to curb and 

control violence  against women and to prohibit and discourage child labour  are 

the implementations  of Directive Principles of State Policy by the Central 

Government during the continuing dominance of coalition politics in the country. 

The Government of India has already adopted some measures to protect human 

rights against violation and to provide free legal aid services to poor , helpless 

women to secure them justice. It has prohibited through enactment , police 

atrocities and declared custodial deaths as punishable offence. Judicial activism 

through Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has led to secure legal justice to an 

aggrieved person. It has succeeded in restraining legislatures from formulating 

laws and executing administrative decisions that violate human rights. The 

Supreme Court and High Courts have declared some laws and executive 

decisions as not being fit for implementation as they are not in consistence with 

the spirit of Directive Principles of State Policy. Thus we see that every issue that 

has been so far implemented to secure social justice to people and almost all 

programmes and schemes that has been so far launched, is included in the 

Directive Principles of State Policy. At present, Directive Principles have assumed 

the Characteristics of rights and law. 
                                                        
1 The national policy for children Resolution , adopted in August 1974 set out a policy 

framework and measure aimed at providing adequate service to children. The 
Gurupadaswamy committee recognized that distinction had to be made between child 
labour and exploitation  of child labour as….Labour becomes an absolute evil in the case 
of child when he is required to work beyond his physical capacity when hrs. of 
employment  interfere with his energy.  
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Coalition Politics has added a new dimension to the welfare policy of the 

Government. During the period of dominance of coalition politics in the political 

system  both at the central  and provincial levels , the government has 

formulated laws one after another on the basis Directive Principles with a view 

to rendering social and economic justice to all particularly to those who belong 

to vulnerable section  of the society. It is worth mentioning that during the 

dominance of coalition politics, which is still continuing in India, the Central  

Government and State governments have attributed prime importance as part of 

their social welfare measures , to the adoption and implementation programmes 

not only to protect the social political and economic rights of people but also to 

protect and preserve nature and to maintain ecological balance. This has been 

discussed in details in successive chapters of the present study. Here it is 

pertinent to mention  the government’s special initiative to ban smoking in 

public places as a positive measure to ensure justice to non-smoking people. 

Medical science claims that smoking in public places harms non-smoking people 

greatly and it makes them passive smokers. This is a step added to the 

government policy of social justice.   

Judicial activism has recently played a very significant role to vindicate an 

individual’s or a community’s demand for justice. Public Interest Litigation (PIL) 

which is the brainchild of the Supreme Court (the Judiciary) has an admirable 

contribution towards the implementation of Directive Principles and the 

fulfilment of many human demands which had been long unheeded and has still 

been unachieved. The recent Supreme Court historic judgment on transgender 

has created a stir not only in India but also in the world. Now a member of the 

transgender has been given the status of a third gender and thus transgender has 

been constitutionally recognized.   

Social justice has a wide ranging scope and implication, and the government is 

required to march much more ahead with the aim and plan to implement more 

items on social and economic matters stated in Directive Principles in order to 

give a real shape to the principle and philosophy of social justice. We cannot 

deny or dilute the importance of coalition politics in the case of the 

implementation of many Directive Principles or the translation of many Directive 
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Principles into realities but what is more important to ensure social justice to 

people is the spontaneous initiative and dedication of our leadership to the 

mission and vision of  perfect welfarism and social justice. 

Prof D.D. Basu , in his astounding interpretation  of Social Justice vis a vis  

Directive Principles  , succinctly , stated “That this democratic Republic stands 

for the good of all the people is embodied in the concept of  ‘Welfare State’ which 

inspires the Directive Principles of State Policy . The ‘economic justice’ assured 

by the Preamble can hardly be achieved if the democracy envisaged by the 

Constitution  were confined to ‘political democracy’. In the words of Pandit 

Nehru2,  

“Democracy has been spoken of chiefly in the past, as political democracy, 

roughly represented by every person having a vote. But a vote by itself does not 

represent very much to a person who is down and out, to a person, let us say, 

who is starving or hungry. Political democracy , by itself is not enough except 

that it may be used to obtain gradually increasing measure of economic 

democracy , equality and the spread of good things of life to others and removal 

of gross inequalities”3 or  as Dr. Radhakrishnan has put it 

“Poor people who wander about , find no work , get no wages and starve, whose 

lives  are a continual round of sore  affliction and pinching poverty , cannot be 

proud of the Constitution or its law”4 

In short the Indian Constitution  promises not only political but also social 

democracy, as explained by Dr. Ambedkar in his concluding speech in the 

Constituent Assembly 

“Political democracy cannot last unless there lies at the base of it social 

democracy. What does social democracy mean? It means a way of life which 
                                                        
2 Inaugural address of Pandit Nehru at Seminar on Parliamentary Democracy on 25-56, 

1956 in DD basu’s Introduction to the Constitution of India , 19th Edition 2001, p. 24 , 
Wadha Publishers , Nagpur  

3 Inaugural address of Pandit Nehru at seminar on Parliamentary Democracy on 25- 26 , 
1956, ibid 

4 Speech of the Vice President , ibid 
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recognizes liberty, equality and fraternity which are not to be treated as separate 

items in a trinity.  The form a union of trinity in the sense that to divorce one 

from the other is to defeat the very purpose of democracy. Liberty cannot be 

divorced from equality, equality cannot  be divorced from liberty. Nor can liberty 

and equality be divorced’. 

The state in a democratic society derives its strength from the cooperative and  

dispassionate will of all its free and equal citizens5. Social and economic 

democracy is the foundation on which political democracy  would be a way of  

life in the Indian polity6. 

The banishment of poverty, not by expropriation of those who have , but by the 

multiplication of the national wealth and resources and an equitable distribution 

thereof  amongst all  who contribute  towards its production , is the aim of state 

envisaged by the directive Principles. Economic democracy will be installed in 

our sub-continent to the extent that this goal is reached. In short Economic 

justice aims at establishing economic democracy and a ‘welfare state’. 

The ideal of economic justice is to make equality of status meaningful and life 

worth living at its best removing inequality of opportunity and of status – social, 

economic and political7. 

Social Justice is a fundamental right.8 Social justice is a comprehensive form to 

remove social imbalance by law harmonizing  the rival claims or the interest of 

different groups and/or sections in the social structure or individuals by means 

of which alone  it would be possible to build up a welfare state.9 

The three have to be secured and protected  with social justice in order to 

facilitate  economic empowerment and ensure social and political justice to all 

                                                        
5 State of Punjab vs  G.S. Gill, AIR 1997 S.C. 2324, in DD Basu’s Introduction to the 

Constitution of India. 
6 Samntha v state of A.P. , AIR `1997 SC 3297, ibid  
7 Dalmia cement (Bharat) Ltd. Vs Uniojn of India , (1996) 10 S.C.C. 
8 Ashoke Kumar Gupta vs. state of UP, (1997) 5 S.C.C. .201 
9 Dalmia Cement (Bharat )  Ltd., vs Union of India (1996)  10 S.C.C 104 
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the citizens under the rule of law.10 The spirit of the Constitution and the 

activities of the Government of India ( also the state governments) since the days 

of dominance of Coalition politics reveal that the  Preamble to the Constitution, 

the Directive Principles of the State Policy and fundamental rights are 

inseparable in theme, aim and spirit. A good many number of programmes 

launched by the Government are inspired by those three important parts of the 

Constitution. It is clear and unambiguous that justice which is the aim and spirit 

of our constitution cannot be achieved without the programmes already 

launched and implemented , which have been studied almost in  details in this 

dissertation. 

Coalition politics , in the political context , is not unflawed . It is not free     from 

evil impacts upon Indian national politics. It cannot be said that it has not 

harmed national unity and national economy or diluted the firm aims of  national 

politics. Some regional parties are charged with fomenting regionalism, racism, 

casteism, and being involved in  corruption. Still it cannot be  bypassed  that 

coalition politics is more a boon than a curse for people and  and for the nation 

because the coalition government ( both provisional and central) has focused on 

the development to ensure social protection and social security to people and 

emphasized the guarantee of people’s rights. This study has made a wide survey 

of programmes and schemes launched by the coalition government for about 

four decades since 1977 with a view to protecting people’s rights and interests, 

ensuring equality , securing justice to all and guaranteeing social security and 

justice. It is quite important to mention that  during dominance in coalition 

politics in India a number of laws were made and many programmes and 

schemes were launched to empower women in our society , to protect the rights 

of children and also protect them against exploitation and to provide human and 

humane services to the old, the helpless and the hav -nots .    

Social justice is the foundation democracy and the soul of socialism. Before the 

introduction of coalition politics in India neither the Central Government nor the 

state governments had attached much importance to many local and regional 

                                                        
10 S.S.Balavs. B.D Sardana (1997)  8 S.C.C 522.  
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issues related equality and social justice. But regional political parties which 

gradually became dominant in Indian politics compelled the Central Government 

and state governments to focus the attention on the solutions of local and 

regional issues which were/ are inextricably related to social justice in the 

broader sense. This study has pointed out and  discussed  these topics  in 

separate chapters under separate headings. 

The thesis traces, describes and discusses in detail various social security 

oriented programmes, already launched and some of them partially 

implemented, which essentially needs to be reviewed in order to give a broader 

perspective to the policy  of social justice adopted by different dominant parties- 

led coalition governments over the long period of coalition politics in India. It 

contains and deals with the historical background of formulation of the Directive 

Principles of State Policy and its addition to the Constitution of India. It also 

demonstrates with ample illustrations from authentic sources how the 

governments from time to time initiated schemes and programmes to implement 

many of the Articles of the Directive Principles of State Policy and introduced lots 

of programmes primarily intended for social justice to the disadvantaged classes 

in consonance with the spirit and general trend of coalition politics in India . The 

words ‘justice’ and ‘security’ which form the foundation of the governments’ 

welfare policy since the dominance of coalition politics in Indian political system, 

are hard to explain without the proper fulfillment and attainment of goals and 

targets of the programmes associated with social security and justice. The thesis 

made an attempt to highlight the steps and measures directed towards social 

justice , which have been amply illustrated ,  discussed , explicated  and  

evaluated  as far as the aims of social justice are concerned. It is a matter of 

apparent satisfaction that the coalition governments were convinced of the 

essentiality for the protection of    social rights  not only of people but also the 

rights of animals and those of the plant world with the exclusive target to 

conserve  and de- pollute our environment. Our sustainable growth and 

development depends upon the environment because  the livelihood of  a large 

section of people especially belonging to the category of  below the poverty line 

have  been extremely affected by the ongoing process of de- forestation and the 
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mindless activities of a sizable number urban people causing environmental 

pollution. The thesis explored and validated that poverty , shelterlessness of the 

have -nots , ignorance and illiteracy  responsible for various social evils , various 

issues of social and economic disparities and deprivations , bureaucratic red -

tapism,  indifference,  etc., stand in the way of social security and justice. But 

what is satisfying  and optimistic is that coalition politics in India has been 

successful , to a certain extent, in making the mass people , i.e., people of all ranks 

and classes , conscious of their rights as human beings and of prevailing social 

and economic evils of which they have been victims. The existing situation 

connected with the question of security and justice will definitely be changed  if 

the government continues to adopt and implement more and more social welfare 

schemes and programmes as  Narendra Modi-  led  NDA (Coalition) government 

has recently announced and launched three important social programmes 

directed towards social security to the people of India. 

 

 




