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CHAPTER -V

Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan (1922 -1949 )
- The Innovative Ruler of Cooch Behar.

The history of Cbdgehar specially its development reaches the
peak of success during the reign of Maharagaddipendra Narayan (1922 — 1949) .
Due to his minor age, he was under thedanie of Rajmata Indira Devi and the
Cooch Behar State Regency Council from 1922986 . During this period Cooch
Behar State Regency Council looked aftee 8tate’s affairs on behalf of minor
Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan .

In fact his period che divided into two parts . First, The Regen
Councils’ activities on behalf of minor Neraja and after 1936 when Maharaja
attained maturity and followed the traditiom social , cultural and economic field .
Secondly, he implemented some new and modenovative schemes. Maharaja
like his father was a benevolent ruler . Gofethe special features of his nature was
that most of the time during his day tg dectivity, was spent on the queries of
the smooth running of the administratione Halways wanted to make his people
happy and for that reason gold - silver tygertificates were given to the people .
Never the less his period was a golden ierghe history of Cooch Behar .

Let us now explain theeradf the Cooch Behar State Regency Council

which may be discussed under the followireads :
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A. Development in Social field This arena covers the educational , medical ,
veterinary , P.W.D , Railway System etc., whielere as follows :
Education During his rule important measures weken by the Cooch Behar
State Regency Council towards the spread dofcaion . In 1922 — 23 the Education
Committee of Cooch Behar implemented a furtimepetus towards the improvement
of the sub - divisional Higher English Schoealsd the issue was that there must be
a trained B.T teacher in each of the HigBaglish Schools. As a result, permis
-sion was obtained from the syndicate , G#&cWniversity, to send up candidates
for the Matriculation Examination in Hyge form the Dinhata Higher English
School with effect from 1924 and the Tufangunipendra Narayan Memorial High
-er English School also received permanestognition from the University. A
scheme for the improvement of the payd amospect of the pundits of all the
Primary and Secondary Schools in the Stafs wsubmitted.

Subsequently it was sanciibiy the honourable Cooch Behar Regency
Council , offering better inducement for works the teacher and giving scope for
suitable men in the departmeft In this year another proposal was introduae
the undergraduate education and it was ta 8pé&c. Class in the Victoria College .
Since the formation of the Victoria Collegethe academic stream was only for
arts subjects . This proposal was subthitend sanctioned by the Cooch Behar
State Regency Council and side by side rdeognition of the Calcutta University
was applied for . In response to thpplication the University Inspector paid a
visit to the college®.
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In 1925 implementation had been made on
admission and transfer rules for studeitshigher English School$ . The forma
-tion of Schools for the spread of ediocatwas on going under the guidance
of State Council . Thus, the number ofosth were increased to 344 ( Primary
and Secondary School) .In 1928 such number was increased 3&0) , which
indicates that spread of education in Cooeha was phenomen@l On ' April
1930 one state model school was conveittd a Middle English Schoof In
1931 Sunity Academy ( girls’ school ) wascagnised by the Calcutta University
with permission to present candidates fbe Matriculation Examination to be
held on 1933, Such implementation indicates that girducation received a
warm support in Cooch Behar . Similarly, 1832 another issue was implemented
regarding the admission of girl students the High English Schools of the State
of Cooch Behar. The Regency Council accordealisional sanction to the admis
-sion of 5 girl students for co - educatim the Mathabhanga and the Mekligunj
High English Schools . It was directed thiaé tManaging Committee of the Schools
concerned would make suitable arrangementsrdtiring rooms for the girls and
that the Head Masters and other teacherthefSchools would accept the response
-bility involved in this new departurd During his reign ( Jagaddipendra Narayan ),
girl students were admitted in the Vicogollege to spread undergraduate educa
-tion among the girls’’® In 1934 Cooch Behar State Regency Couinaihed
new rules for the grant of free studentshim state institutions. Here it is to be

noted that these grants were open to theciCBehar subjects, sons and daughters
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of the State Servants ( Cooch Behar ), ader permanent residents of Cooch
Behar, eighty percent. being reserved @ooch Behar subjects’. In this year
apart from Middle English Schools, State Mo8ehools, Middle Vernacular Schools,
Primary Schools, Upper Primary Schools , Loweimary Schools , Night Schools
, Girls’ Schools ; the Industrial School ialh was under the instruction of Cooch
Behar Bayan Silpa Vidyalaya, the only techhicschool in Cooch Behar , got finan
-cial support from the authority*2 In 1937 under the revised regulations thé
Calcutta University , elementary scienti -ficokvledge has been made a compulsory
subject and accordingly steps have be&entdor imparting instruction in this
subject. A special grant of Rs. 376 was sanetl by the Cooch Behar State Coun
-cil for the equipment of the science rooiffihe necessary apparatus, chemicals,
charts and specimens of rocks and minéale been purchased. A demonstra—
tion room , too, had been fitted with sink and water connectioh .

Besides all these, Cooch Behar State atghalso
took active initiatives in the spherd education . The following comparative
statement shows the receipt and expendiirethe year 1939 — 40 , the average
cost of educating each student in ungladuate section and the state share of

cost per capita*

Rs. A. P.
1. Establishment-------- 40,320 0 11
EXPENDITURE({
2. Contingencies-------- 3,278 15 0

Total---- 43,598 15 11
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RECEIPTS { 1. Receipts from fees etc. ----- 19578 0 O

2. State grant 24,020 15 11
3. Cost for education of each student per annut¥3 4 2
4. State share of the cost for each studentrperira— 78 14 10
In additido that itisto be noted that the privdegf free
tuition was granted by the Maharaja to @iate (Cooch Behar) scholars .
In 1940 Maharaja took initiatives for the Ienedan
students of Cooch Behar . He made a gfantthe Madrasah and Muktabs . The
following chart shows that what amount dfitiatives taken by the State authority

in this arena *°

Table - 14

Statistics. 1939 — 40 1940-41
a) Number of Institutions -

Junior Madrasahs =~ ------- 10 9

39 }40

Muktabs ----------=-=-=-------- 29 31
b) No. of pupils in Junior Madrasahs 668 699
c) Do in Muktabs --------------- 884 956
d) Total No. of pupils in all classes of sols 7,037 7,717
e) Pupil in schools reserved for mahomedans 1,452 1,655
f) Do. In the other schools --------- 5,585 6,062
g) No. of girls reading in schools 2@

reserved for Mahomedans

Source: Annual Administration Report of the Cooch Belfatiate (1940 - 41 ) ,p, 61.
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Thus tkeducation system of Cooch Behar moved dieadi
under the guidance of Regency Counail lehalf of Maharaja Jagaddipendra

Narayan at the initial stages and laterthy Maharaja (mature stage) himself.

Medical The medical system of Cooch Behas a sound one during the
reign of Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan . lmc@d@ehar the main building of the
Sudder Hospital being old and was in a d#igpidated condition and was it unfit
for further use as a hospital . Therefore, 8tate Regency Council of Cooch Behar,
had been pleased to construct a two stdreleailding to be built in the memory
of Maharaja Jitendra Naraydf .For maternity cases in 1923 one midwif@s
employed at Dinhata and another emplogedMathabhanga'! In 1924 some
measures were taken by the state authoritgute people of the disease of cholera.
Temporary medical officers were appointedl am few hands from the existing
permanent staff with compounders were sentthe mufussil to cope with the
diseases . Two temporary dispensaries wesneap in this manner, one at Kholta
and other at Bhaiskhuchi. Anti — Choleracuation was introduced which proved
successful . The police and the militarycés and the sudder hospital staff were
inoculated first as a preventive measuresnagaholera. A large number of tube
—wells were sunk for the supply of puhenking water in the cholera infect
-ed places . There were altogether 1,603 echolcases out of which 1,113 ended
fatally and 490 were cure. In 1926 reports of cholera came fra the
sub — divisions of the state and the disdaseatened to spread in epidemic form .

The disease was, however, checked inhalldub — divisions except Mathabhanga
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where it broke out in an virulent formThe sub - divisions were divided into
five circles with a medical officer arsfaff for each circle, to deal witheth
outbreak . A large number of tube — wells evsunk in the affected areas to supply
pure drinking water? Several taluks of Cooch Behar were infettgdsmall — pox

in 1927 . In order to cope with the diseaseo temporary medical officers were
appointed by the authoritf’. To improve the treatment faciliies, €bdehar
State Council permitted the civil surgeon$ the sudder hospital to attend the

All India Medical Conferencé® The hospitals and dispensaries , sudder, jaub
—jails, police stations and out posts wegularly inspected by the Civil surgeon .
Several schools were also inspected by RiniThe health of the students of the
Jenkins School was examined by the sanitdfiger assisted by the Sanitary Insp
-ector of the sudder circl€.Apart from that Cooch Behar State Coumeijularly
monitored various other aspect in the sphef medical treatment. The statement

below shows the receipt under differdamads of medical department for the

last three years™

Table - 15
Heads 1927- 28 1928 — 29 1929- 30
Rs. A . P. RA P Rs. A. P.
1. Prescription fees 1307 4 0 1377 201418 4 0
2. Sale proceeds of Medicine 1,039 15 6 10839 0 1,11230
3. Ditto bottles, &c. 72 12 6 82 7 0 9 8 0

4. House rent of Rajmata cottage wards 184 0 0 202 8 O 37108

5. Subscription for the aided dispensaries1,362 0 0 1,068 0 O 97200

Total - 4016 0 O 3,813 @3 3,964 4 3

Source: Annual Administration Report of the Cooch BeBaate (1929 -30), p, 67 .
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In 1928 a clinical laboratowas formed by the Medical department
of Cooch Behar for diagonistic purposes time town, because at Cooch Behar
Tropical diseases practically prevailed tigloout the year. Hence since the begin
-ning of the year 1928, a regular clinicaldeddory was started in a miniature scale
in the sudder hospital under a specialined sub — assistant surgeon and every
effort being made to improve it gradualfy .

For the people of Sitai a cottage dispgnsd Sitai
was opened with effect from thé& august, 1932 . For the maintenance bk t
dispensary monthly subscriptions amounting Rs. 30 was available from local
sources . It has been accommodated forptesent in a private rent —free house
and the Superintendent of vaccimatipa sub - assistant surgeon was
placed in its charge Regarding vaccination, during the reignM&haraja Jaga
-ddipendra Narayan, serious steps were takgnthe medical department. In 1933
four vaccination inspector and twenty - fivacuinators were engaged in vaccination
work . A subsidiary center for anti redtment was established at the sudder
hospital on the 15 December in 1933. It was under an officérttee state medical
department , who had previously under gamecourse of training at the Pasteur
Institute, Kasauli .

The State Council sametid a sum of Rs. 140 for the last months
in 1936 for laying out a garden in tle®mpound of the hospital . Under the
direction of the Garden Superintendent bf tstate it was laid out and it had
added considerably to the beauty of thephal building and it was thought that
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it had not been without beneficial effect gsylogically on the more sensitive pati
-ents 2°

In 1937 the medibapartment of Cooch Behar sent sub- assistant
surgeon of Sudder Hospital at Calcutta Skhado Tropical Medicine for receiving
training on anti — malaria work’ During this year a survey of almoal the
houses of the town was made . The deend jungle in the tanks behind the
Palace Stables were cleaned . Larvicidesewsprayed on stagnant water in the
town. The pucca drains on the eastern sideheftown, the water troughs maintain
-ed for cows and buffaloes at the crossiof roads, unused wells, and stagnant
water in drains by the side of hydrantead been found to be the main breeding
— places of mosquitoes , especially during dng season?®

The other paft medical treatment i. e the veterinary departin
also developed very steadily during the reajn Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan .
There was only one veterinary assistangesum in the service of the State . As
he was in charge of the veterinary hospmalCooch Behar town it was not possi
-ble for him to visit the rural area oftenand in fact he used to go to the Irura
area and then there was a particularly batbreak of cattle disease . The Regency
Council of Cooch Behar decided that thereary department should be strength
-ened , accordingly , a second veterinary tsdissurgeon for touring was appointed
in 1924 %

Thus theedital system of Cooch Behar under Mghara

Jagaddipendra Narayan was a commendable one .
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Public Works Department (P.W.D ) During the reign of Maharaja Jagaddipendra

Narayan the public works department ( P.\Widrked on the following schemes

under the guidance of State Council -

i) Head post — office A two storied pucca building for the Pd3ffice was

completed in 1924 . Its main building consigtiof two storeys . The ground floor

has a big central hall measuring %680, for the post office proper with a treasury

room 12x 10 counter&c. To the right of the central hall wastelephone excha

-nge Room . At the back a record roamas provided. Theother three sides

were enclosed with' Avide open verandahs. On thé' floor were the quarters

for the post and telegraph masters withas®p entrances and staircas@s .

i) Re decoration of rooms in Palace In 1927 the following alterations had cals

been carried out

a) Removal of Her Highness’ staircase intis kite Highness .

b) Enlargement of late Maharaja Jitendrarayan’'s Study room into a bigger
sitting room by enclosing a portion thie next room .

c) Removal of the northern central staecainto the passage to the west of the
late father Maharaja’s suite of roonmsl econversion of the staircase room into
a bathroom .

d) Conversion of the library room into dtisg room, small drawing room into a
bed room, gun room into a billiard mcand the billiard room into a library .

e) Providing a complete marble flooring ttee new billiard room and marble

flooring border to several of the rooms
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f) Replacing the old large doors with erttetched and embossed glass panels or
ground glass panels with a fan light on.top

iii) Police barracks at Cooch Behar The work of constructing a two storied
pucca buildingfor the police barracks at Cooch Behar was progressthrough —
out the year 1928 . Rs. 47,647 was speming the year®

iv) Construction of a dispensary at BamanhatA corrugated iron roofed building
on steel trusses and'lPucca walls consisting of 4 rooms viz. eodoctor's room
17 x 12, one operation room 12 8, one store rooml2 x 8 and one dispensary 9
x 8 with two side verandahdhe whole work was completed in 1928 .

v) Building for Cooch Behar State Press A pucca building 181 5 x 35-9
having 7 wide verandah in front and two sides weomstructed in 1930 at a total
cost of Rs. 39,968 with exception of stepsl @arface drains. The building consists
of 7 rooms viz., one Bengali composing ro88— 4 x 25, one English composing
room 67-3%"x 25, one printing machine room '2523, one clerks’ room 25

x 12, one record room and other officer's roeach measuring 12 12 — 3 1"3*

vi) Construction of a Circuit House in Cooch BeharTown In 1930 a two — storied
pucca building having in the grourfbor two rooms 28 18 each one to be used
as dining roomand the other drawing room, 2 office roofx 8 each, 2 bath
rooms one 133'x 8- 6, another 8 8, one stair case room '¥020, one pantry
10 x 8 , one store room 18 8 andtwo small verandahs in back'13' x 8and

6 x 8 and averandah 8 wide in front and the two sides. Besidthe above
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there is a carriage porch at the frorih. the firstfloor it has two bed rooms
20 x 18 each , 2 dressing roorh® x 8, 2 bath rooms '8 8 each and another bath
room 13 -3'x 8 and 8 wide verandahs in front and back .
vii) Construction of Khas Mahal building The following buildings were construct
-ed at aostof Rs. 3,582 in 193%.
a) A corrugated iron roofed building with dwrooms measuring 1212 and 12x
10 with 4 ft. wide verandah, pucca plinth , walhd terraced floor , was constructed
at Mekhligun;j .
b) A corrugated iron roofed building with twowoms measuring 12 12, each with
4 ft. wide verandah and pucca plinth ,wall, teecfloor, constructed at Mathabhanga .
c) A corrugated iron roofed building wittwo rooms , one measuring' £212
and the other 1210 on wood posts and frames and with matlswabere constr
-ucted at Haldibari .
viii) Construction of the military barracks In 1938 a new barrack was construct
-ed at a total cosvf Rs. 7,488. This barrack was totally resenadhiilitary force®’
ix) Communication In this avenue there were a lot of schenmeplémented
by the Public Works Department which were falfows :

In 1923 P.W.D took the following s (construction of bridges and culvert)
regarding communication in Cooch Beffar.
1. Four feet span pucca culvert in tH& niile of Baneswar to Natabari road .
2. Eight feet span pucca culvert in tH2 r@ile of the road from Cooch Behar to
Garodhat .
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3. Four feet span pucca culvert in tH® rile of the road from Cooch Behar to
Garodhat .
4. Five feet span pucca culvert in thd" 1file of the road from Cooch Behar to
Garodhat .
5. Six feet span pucca culvert in thB mile of Patlakhawa Road .
6. Five feet span pucca culvert in th® &ile of Patlakhawa Road .
7. Four feet span pucca culvert in tffe @iile of Shahebgunj - Bamanhat Road .
8. Strengthening the Iron Bridge over thejainver in the four mile of the village
path from Dewangunj to Chilahati .
9. A timber bridge inthe f7mile of the Cooch Behar - Sitalkuchi Road .
10. Adding a span to the wooden bridge in #1& mile Dinhata - Mekhligunj Road .
11. A 20 feet span bridge on thd" mile of Cooch Behar — Sitalkuchi Road .
12. A masonry bridge in the A8nile of the Emigration Road west of Cooch Behar
13. One feet span masonry culvert on thegHeun street in the town of Cooch
Behar .

In 1925 the following culverts ammidges were constructed by the P.W9D .
1. One 4span pucca culvert on thd' & 9" mile of Patlakhawa Road .
2. One 5span pucca culvert on thé& 3nile of Kakina Road .
3. One 4span pucca culvert on the™@ 23“ mile of Kakina Road .
4. One 6span pucca culvert on th& 3nile of Janaki- Tiwary Road .

5. One 12span timber bridge on th& émile of the Changrabanda - Jamaldah Road .

(o2}

.One 6 span pucca culvert on th® ile of the Phulbari — Chilkiguri Road .
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7. One 3diameter corrugated iron culvert on th& 1tile of the Cooch Behar —
Sitalkuchi Road .

8. One 3diameter corrugated iron culvert on thé" 1Rile of the Katamari— Mana -
bari Road .

9. One 12span iron bridge on the™ 7mile of the Lowkuti Road .

In 1926 a few werkvere constructed , which were as follod’s :

-

. One 5span pucca culvert in thé" énile of Rangpur Road .

N

. One 6span pucca culvert in thé” énile of Dinhata - Baxirhat Road .

In 1927 the following work was progress®*

-

. 20 span iron bridge on the T4nile of Baneswar- Pundibari road.
2. 40span iron bridge on the™4nile of Latkabari- Chowdhurirhat Road .
3. 3 diameter corrugated iron bridge on th® 101", 12" mile of Mathabhanga -
Moranga Road .

In 1928 -29 P.W.D took therw of metalling the roads in Cooch Behar
town namely Nripendra Narayan Road,Sunity Rd&ameswari Road , Smith Road .

Apart from continowork under P.W.D in 1938 with a view to

improvinginter — communication with in the statnd with the neighbouring British
territories , the Cooch Behar Darbar worked @ scheme of road development in
the state (Cooch Behar) in collaboration witle Road Development Officer, Govern-
ment of Bengal and in consultation with ttalway authorities . The project would
extend for 10 years and included the costmetalling all the important roads in the

state (Cooch Behar) connecting all importants haundars eté?
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In 1939 - 40 the followingillage paths were joined through bridg&s -
1. 75 ft. wooden bridge (5 spans of 15efich) at the '3 mile Chenakata —
Bairagirhat village path .
2. 60 ft. wooden bridge (4 spans of 15'dach) at the *Lmile of Dowaguri —
Nayarhat village path .
3. 40 ft. wooden bridge (3 spans) at tfie rdile of Okrabari village path .
4. 40 ft. wooden bridge (3 spans ) on tflegap at the ™ mile of Rajarhat village
path .
5. 20 ft. span wooden bridge at th® mile of Dewanhat - Chilkirhat village path .
In order to maintain prdgxt plans a Special Road Development Fund
was introduced in 1940 for communication ino€lwBehar during the rule of Maha

-raja Jagaddipendra Narayai .

Maharaja Jitendra Narayan Prajabatsal Chikitsalaya In 1923 the former sudder
hospital was renovated with various equiptmeand facilities. Among the whole
scheme Rs. 20,000 was granted by the Mah&ahiba ( mother of Jagaddipendra
Narayan ), Rs. 12,000 was deposited @ Ithperial Bank of India. Rs. 12, 384
was spent during the year for the purchasesome materials. The new hospital
building’s name was given inthe memoryMéaharaja Jitendra Narayan . Thus the

hospital building known as Maharaja Jitenditarayan Prajabatsal Chikitsalay .

Transfer of management of Sunity Academy With a view to improving the
condition of the Sunity Academy for the edugatiof girls (1925), in which Maharaja
takes a great interest of the managemenhefinsstitution, which was an aided one,
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was transferred to the Education Departmerthef State of Cooch BeHarlt was

decide that the existing Committee of Manag&nshould continue to function and
assist in giving effect to the decisionstbé council on the various questions invol
-ved , and that the standard of the Acadesmguld, for the present, be so raised
that it might teach up to thé"4Class of a High English School. A s Rs.

10,000 was allotted for providing additiortcommodation for the academy, of
which Rs. 5,000 was provided by the Cooehd State authority and the balance
was met from the funds of the Academy .gkdf motor bus was also provided for

bringing some of the girls to the Academy an#ling them back to their home¥ .

Water Supply Scheme The water supply scheme is estimated to cib& of
Rs. 2.5 lakhs . It was decided to spread ekpenditure overtwo years — Rs. 1.25
lakhs being provided in 1926 — 27 and R&5 lakhs in 1927 — 28.It was also
decided that sum of Rd45,000 would be appropriated from the accatedl surp
—lus of thepound fund towards the capital cost of fuheme and that a sum of
Rs. 80,000 would be provided for the sobem the budget for 1926 — 27, thus
making up the total sum of Rs. 1,25 ,088nctioned for the expenditure during
1926 — 27 . The north — west portion ofrév@ra Narayan Park , which was in the
center of the town, was selected ftte location of the water works and
power house . A provision of Rs. 25,000 hanbenade in the Public Works Depart

-ment budget, 1926 — 27 for the constructadn the new power house. The whole
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scheme will be carried out under the suipmn and direction of the chief engi

-neer, public health department, Bengal . Pheposal of the chief engineer , public

health department, Bengal , in connection withalrwater supply were also approved

by the Cooch Behar State Regency Counal am experiment was being carried

out in the shape of sinking tube wells 25 taluks (villages) close to Cooch Behar

town with a view to seeing, after the expent had been given a proper trial,

whether it would be feasible to introduee tube well scheme on a large scale

throughout the state with a view to providitige population in the rural areas with

a good water supply so far as may be plesé?

Re — organisation of Fire — Brigade As the arrangements for dealing with fiias

the town of Cooch Behar were wholly madetey for the purpose, the Regency

Council sanctioned a scheme for tle®rganisation of the town fire brigade submit

-ted by the vice-president , Regency Councie. Btheme is briefly as follow? :

i) The purchase of a Dennis Motor Trailump ( as used by The Calcutta Fire
Brigade ) which is connected to, and dragyn, a Motor Lorry .

ii) The purchase of a one —ton Ford Lorrya€dis fitted with a body specially
designed by the Chief Officer of the Cdtla Fire Brigade.

iii) The construction of a garage for hogsithe Ford Lorry and Trailer Pump.

iv) A crew of seven men drawn from thelié® Force , who will be trained with
the Calcutta Fire Brigade .

Motor watering car To meet the difficulties experienced in walg

the roads of the town of Cooch Behahe purchasef a Motor Watering Car
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at Rs. 3,150 was sanctioned by the CoochB&tate Regency Council in 1976.
Narendra Narayan Park An important order was issued by Maharaja
Jagaddipendra Narayan on™19une 1926 regarding the modernisation ofehdra
Narayan Park. The important clauses of ahginance weres follows >
1. To carriage motor car, motor cycle, bieyor tricycle shall be driven or ridden
inthe Park at a speed exceeding 5 milegshperr . They are permitted to be used
in the metalled roads only inside the Park.
2. No person shall ride on horse — backhén Park .
3. No person shall bring a dog into the Rark
4. The following acts were strictly prohibited

The plucking , gathering or gligg up of anything growing in the Park,
the felling of trees the breaking of bencbewlants, the cutting of names or marks
on trees or on the branches, the disfiguhgfurniture , the removing or disfigure
-ing of labels or marks attached to treesplants, pie — nicking, shooting bird —
nesting, the grazing of horses or catthe &shing, or polluting the water of the
tanks . No bathing was allowed in the tankera2 p.m.
5. The playing of football , cricket, hoketennis or other outdoor games in the
park is also prohibited .
6. No person should commit any nuisancehi& Park ground or molest or annoy
any person or person — resorting to it.
7. Any person convicted of a breach of afythe above rules shall be liable to

a fine not exceeding Rs. 20.
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Electric supply In 1926 — 27 a sum of Rs. 50,000 was provittedthe expanding
the electric system of Cooch Behar . In @odito this a sum of Rs. 25,000 was
provided in the public workdepartment for that year for a new PowerdéouAn
additional amount of Rs. 37,000 was sanctioned floe construction of Electric
godown in Cooch Behar?

Public Health Department For the purpose of better combating epidemic
diseases — more specially cholera ,small — p@¥a, — azar and malaria , the Regency
Council accorded sanction to the formatain Public Health Department for the
state consisting of oneanitary officer (assistant surgeon ), thsamitary officer
(sub- assistant surgeon ) , twenty —five vacoirsaithree medicine carriers and three
sweepers with effect from thé' Dctober , 1927° The total cost of the scheme
was Rs. 15,800 a year including traveliatiowance , disinfectants and medicines
, contingencies and house allowance . Thetaggnofficer was given one sanitary
inspector in reserve whom he could sendiouwtase of emergencies to any particu
-lar place . For the purpose of proper adstriation of the department, the Cooch
Behar state was divided into two divisioff :Sudder Cooch Behar, Dinhata , Tufan
-gunj ; (I) Mathabhanga, and MekhligurjTo each of the two divisions — one
sanitary inspector was posted . Owing the formation of this department; the
existing provisions amounting to Rs. 49¢hder ‘vaccination’ and ‘sanitation’ in
the Medical budget were no longer requireddu@éing this amount from Rs.15,800
which was the total cost of the scheme ,élra cost per annum for the depart —

ment was Rs. 10,829 or Rs. 11,000 approximatel
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Cooch Behar Subject On 3% August 1932, the Cooch Behar SRégency
Council implemented an important issue on idhentity of natives . The State Coun
-cil successfully abolished the so called teridative of the State ” and “Domiciled
Native of the State” and adopted single digssion namely, “ Cooch Behar Subject
". Such privileges as had before been accbride’Native” and “Domiciled Natives
"were accorded to “Cooch Behar Subject ”.

A Cooch Behar Subject has been definedras:>’
1. Who owes allegiance to His Highness thahdtaja of Cooch Behar, his heirs,
successors, and assigns and renouncedaalts to the status of British Indian
Subject or the status of subject of anyidndState .
2. Whose great — grand — father , grand — fadred father have continuously resided
in the Cooch Behar state .
3. Who has no home or permanent abode utittioe limits of the Cooch Behar
state .
Agricultural Officer To assist the Revenue Department with expdktice regarding
adoption of improved methods in Agricullu@perations and to do propaganda
work amongst cultivators , an Agricultural @#r in the Department of Agriculture
, Bengal , was appointed on Rs. 100 per mdotha period of one year from the

1% April , 1933 8

B. Development in Cultural Field:

In cultural sphetbe following measures were implemented during
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the reign of Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan .

Shooting arrangement in the reseiorest was also continued as following
the step of the forefathers. In 1927 a shgocamp was organized at Takoamari .
During this year Lord Lytton, the Governor @eal of Bengal visited Cooch Behar
for a five day shoot at Takoamat .

In 1925 a significanéctsion was made regarding the graveyard of

Maharajas which once again shows that thioak of the Maharaja and the royal
family was modern. Since the rule of MalmrBlripendra Narayan graveyard was
placed at the Palace ground . During thé rof Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan,
Cooch Behar State Regency Council took measuto remove the royal graves
from the Palace Compound. These were eeected at the Keshab Ashram and
the construction can be summerise as - augared iron roofed shed '346'x 34
— 6 constructed for the purpose at a cost R. 5,422 . The shed was built with
wooden roof trusses supported on Rolled Sjmist posts and had wire — netting
walls on all sides, pucca plinth and flowith artificial stone paving’

In 1925 awn kind of party emerged in Cooch Behar Wwhic
helped the people of rural areas to copth whe thief's. Maharaja was a cultu—
red man who knew that it was not possilide protect the people of distant part
of Cooch Behar from thief's, rather it wgsod to form a village defense party
which can protect the rural people frone ttecurrent crisis . This scheme proved
to be useful in dealing with dacoit¥ .

Cooch Behar royal authority tookiaetpart in
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allround ultural development of the state @doch Behar.In 1940 — 41 the students
of Jenkins school actively participated stout movement i.e a social volunteers
squad . This scout continues to progressfaet®sy . It had a unique format which
can be summerise as - the cube pack antitbescout troops had the full comple
-ment of twenty — four units each . Apart fraimt it was true that there had been
many vacancies in the troops caused byosdwoys leaving the institution ; and
these were soon filled by younger one . Asconsequence the number of new rec
-urits have become large . The scouts coatintheir work of social service where
-ver required®
P33 a scheme implemented by the state atyhof
Cooch Behar regarding the preservation g@lice, idols of Hindu gods and godd
-esses , memorable tablets scattered all twerplace atthe historic site of Gossa —
nimari &
In this way the culibratmosphere of Cooch Behar set an example

of classical period under the royal patronage
C . Development in Economic Field

During the reign of Mahja Jagadippendra Narayan radical changes
were notable in the economic field ot tBtate of Cooch Behar which were as
follows -
Revision of rates for town and bunder (port)lands On 2f' March 1927 the

Cooch Behar State Regency Council implemenged order regarding the revision
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of rates for town and bunders lands and dlassification of theseveral bunders in
Cooch Behar State were as follow¥ —
1. period of settlement - The period wouldfiged at 10 years .
2. classification - Cooch Behar town should beatied separately from the other towns
and bunders . For bunders lands in the tafwrCooch Behar there will be only two
rates , viz.-

Class | - For the entire frontags. 1 —4 ( Rupee one and annas four only)
per cubit or Rs. 400 per bigha . Back haidiRs. 10 ( Rupees ten only ) per bigha .
The existing rates are Rs. 400 (Rupees faurdfed only ) a bigha for the frontage
and Rs. 8 (eight only) a bigha for thack holding. All lands comprised in the
block of which boundaries are given belowmeounder Class | :-

Two hundred forty — five fewest of centre of Dalton Street and 107
feet Nripendra Narayan Road .
One hundred and seventy seven feet dasemire of Smith Road and 107 feet
north of Nripendra Narayan Road .
Junction of Sunity Road with kutcha roadteals Smith Road .
Junction of Sunity Road with kutcha road wasDalton street.
Class Il - Fdre actual frontage occupied by the shap 18

(annas twelve only ) per cubit ( 20 cubits deep Rs. 240 (Rupees two hundred and
forty only) per bigha and Rs. 8 ( Rupeesheignly ) a bigha for the back holding
as at present. All lands notincluded in kass | block come under this class .

It t8 be understood that houses other thamsshothe
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block comprising the lands in “Class I” witlear a ground rate of Rs. 10 (Rupees
ten only) a bigha and in “Class II” Rs. 8 (lees eight only) a bigha.
3. For the towns and bunders in the stat€obch Behar , there will be three rates
only viz. —
Class | . — Rs. 100 (Rupees one hundred onlyjgha for the entire frontage, occupied
or unoccupied, and Rs.5 (Rupees five ondy )bigha for the back portion of the
holding .
Class Il. — Rs. 80 ( Rupees eighty only ) ghhi for the actual frontage occupied by
the shop and Rs. 4 ( Rupees four only) ghaifor rest of the holding .
Class lll. = Rs. 4 (Rupees four only ) a bigba the whole area (bunders) , occu—
pied or unoccupied .
For houseseonthihan shops in all the three classesyethall
be an uniform rate of Rs. 4 (Rupees four oalyjigha for the whole area, occupied
or unoccupied .
The following is a lisf the Mofussil towns and bunders Clasdifie

according to the rates given below —

Class |

Dinhata , Mathabhanga , Haldibari
Class Il

Dinhata sub - division

Chaudhurihat , Gossanimari , Mekhligun; , Bhetagitai ,

Bamanhat , Bakshirhat, Sahebgunj, Gitaldaha .
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Mathabhanga sub — division

Siberhat , Nishigunjhat , Ghoksadanga , SitalkHuethi

Mekhligunj sub — division

Mekhligunj , Dewangunj , Jamaldah , Ranirhat , @Qrabandha .

Cooch Behar sudder sub — division

Baneswar , Dawanhat , Pundibari .

Tufangunj sub — division

Bakshirhat , Balarampurhat , Ranirhat (Tufanguwmjrtg ,

Bhaiskhuchi , Bara Mahadeva Bundar , Krishnagsingramara , Natabari .
Progressive enhancement of revenue andrent On 1f April 1927 the Cooch
Behar State Council made the following ordergarding the enhancement of reven
—ue and rent in Cooch Behdr:

1. When the maximum jama (rent of revenue ) atesktiow does not exceed Rs. 5
or the increase does not exceed 75 perakrithe old as well as the existing jam

-as , the increase is to take effect oncewhith the new settlement for a term of

30 years is to come into force .

2. In other case the maximum jama settled ms over 75 percent of the old as
well as existing jamas , 75 percent of thgher of the last two jamas (viz. the
old and the existing jamas ) subject to animum of Rs.5 in any case is to take
effect at once and of the reminder of therease , one half isto take effect in the
third year and the remaining half in the fifilear .

3. The jama of no under —tenure will be maulegressive unless gradual enhance —
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ment is allowed in the case of the jotetéoure) comprising the under — tenure .
4. As regards the under —tenures of differgratdes , no under — tenant’s jama will
be made progressive unless the enhancemetiteofama of his immediately supe
-rior landlord is made gradual .

5. In the case of progressive enhancementatheunt annually payable during the

first four years will be separately shownthe terijes ( final record of right).

New Stamps in Cooch Behar In 1929 it was decided to introduce inke t
state of Cooch Behar a new type of Stamp#taguing the altere@ourt of Arms of
the state, that is, substituting the figuretiger for that of lion. The treasury officer
and the sub - divisional Naib Ahilkars wereedied to destroy by burning in their
presence all the old stamps that were and came to , their possession onithe
April , 1929, on which the introduction canm@o force andfurnish certificates sta —
ting the number and value of the stampss thastroyed . The stamp vendors also
were directed to return on thé' April, 1929 to the treasury or sub —treasr all
the old stamps in their possession aedeive in exchange fresh stamps of the
same value and denominatidfi .

Relief of Jotedars and Tenants In 1932 the Cooch Behar State Regeboyncil
issued an order in favour of jotedars aedants , which were as follow® —

1. For every jote for which the whole oétlarrears and current demand has been
satisfied with in the current revenue ye282, the jotedars would be entitled to a
remission of one —third of the revenue demandhat jote due for 1933.

2. For every jote for which the whole ofetlarrears and current demand up to and
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including the kartick (name of Bengali monthistk( installment ) of the current year
was satisfied , the jotedars would be esditto a remission of one — fourth of the
revenue demand on that jote for 1932 .

3. Similar concessions were to shown to all theants and under Tenants by jote —
dars and other superior land — lords (whetitedars and superior land — lords have
themselves received the above concessionsobr) in all cases where tenants and
under - tenants have paid to their respectand lords all kists due upto the end
of 1932.

Rent money order system To facilitate the payment of rent by tistate
subjects ( Cooch Behar ) the postal autlsritivere moved to sanction the introdu
-ction of the Rent Money Order System in #tate of Cooch Behar. Extension of
the system to this state wgsanted with effect from the™'1August 1935 %

Land Revenue Policy  To mitigate the hardships to the subjectsthef state of
Cooch Behar attributable to the prevailing remuic depression , remission of revenue
were granted to the jotedaasmid similar concessions were extended to lases of
under tenant€Extensions of time for payment of kists (indeltere also granted .Of
Jotes in respect of which default had besde for many kists,a small number
were made khas (vested land) and brought ruttdee Khas Mehal Department . The
result of the policy followed has been the whole satisfactory in as much as it
gave relief to the jotedars to some extehile the revenue collections of the state
showed a marked improvemetit .

In this way dem@iental activities in Cooch Behar State sate
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example of a modern state . Such an advarmed technical way was possible only
because of the state, under the supervisiothe royal authority .
Innovative Schemes

From 1936 to 1949 MahardggaddipendrBlarayan implemented various
schemes, which were can be called as innavatieasures from the part of aroyal
authority . These innovative measures wereolksifs -
1.Agriculture and Industry In 1937 an important measure was taken by the
Regency Council for improving the economicesgth of Cooch Behar . For creating
better up liftment, the Council took steps dgricultural and industrial fields . These
steps were as follows®
i) An agricultural , Industrial and PubliceBlth Exhibition was held in the month
of November 1937 on the Parade Ground aicBk®&ehar and lasted for ten days .
i) An Agricultural Farm for experimental andrdenstration purpose was established
during the year near the Cooch Behar Town .
iii) As Cooch Behar was purely an agricultustate, forcible endeavours were made
to encourage in the economic interest & $itate , the establishment of factories
and mills concerned in production ancillany dgriculture .
2. Society for prevention of cruelty to anirals A public meeting was convened
in 1937 by Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayanestablish a branch at Cooch Behar
of the Society for Prevention of Cruelty amimals (Calcutta) . The society, during
the first year of its foundation (Cooch Behaendered useful service to the cause

of preventing cruelty to animals including tpeovision of automatic water troughs
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for animals and an approved lethal chamioerthe destruction of diseased ddy .

3. History books on Cooch Behar During the reign of Maharaja Jagaddipendra
Narayan a number of historical books on ®dBehar was published by the royal
state press.The name of the books alory thieir authors were as follows -

1. History of Cooch Behar ( Part—I) - Khan G#lauri Amanutullah Ahamed .

2. Rajopakhyan - Joynath Munshi .

3. Cottage Industry — Satyendra Nath Roy.
4. Publication of Cooch Behar Darpan In 1938 due to the effort of thayal
authority a Bengali fortnightly newspaper nam€ooch Behar Darpan was publish
-ed from the Cooch Behar State Présin. this news paper all sorts of socio —
cultural activities of the royal dynasty wasted . It helped the Bengali speaking
people to know the benevolent measures ef Maharaja .
5. Cooch Behar Model Diary A model diary was stated in the Cooch Behar
Town in January 1939 with sixteen Hariyat@ws purchased through the Union
Diary, Lahore . Its purpose was to supghe public with pure pasteurized milk
and to maintain a level of purity.
6. Moderation of Cooch Behar State Palace Gaeth The principal work executed
in this section was laying out of a Nursdoy the supply of plants in connection
with the anticipated renovation of the Pald@ardens during the year 1938 —39 .
This was completed and many thousands oftplaave been raised from seed ,cutt

-ings and layers . The existing rose and ahmardens were been commenced and
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plants was made where by this could bmpteted in the coming year. A new
service road connecting the Palace with g¢kisting municipal road on the north
side of the Palace Compound, necessitdtieg felling of several large trees and
bamboo clumps and the planting of trees aleig the road, had been undertaken .
The cunna beds on each side of the maire do the Palace have been redesign
-ed and low growing flowering trees plantetiibd these beds to make an avenue
running the entire length of the main drivThe banks of the both jheels ( small
pond in the palace compound ) were plantéth wilowering shrubs as well as
the surrounding ground® An oil — engine tractor belonging to Madja’s Shoot
-ing Camp has been transferred to the wafrgardening and was being used for
rolling and grass — cutting . So the tool cdampht have been greatly increaséd .

7. New rule for Medicine In 1945 The Cooch Behar State Reg€&uayncil
implemented an order that the public may have any difficulty in distinguishing
the American from the German patient of #ame name, retailers were hereby inst
-ructed to note thatif the tablets are soliler the name ‘Atabrine’ and not under
the general name ‘Quinacrine Hydrochloride & tbontainer in which the tablets are
kept and sold must bear a prominent indicatibnthe name of the manufacturér .
8. Cooch Behar Income Tax (Amendment) Bill 1945 It was a bill to amend the
Cooch Beharincome Tax — 1941 . Whereas it was expedinferther to amend The
Cooch Behar Income Tax Act — 1941, for thepose here in after appearing;

It is here by enacted as follows -

1. This act may be called The Cooch Beharrimee Tax (Amendment) Act of 1945 .
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2. It shall, on publication in the CoochhBe Gazette with the assent of Maharaja
Jagaddipendra Narayan took effect from tfeApril , 1945 .
3. Cooch Behar Excess Profit Tax (amendm®iit) 1945 .

A Bill to and the Cooch Behar Excess Profit Tax AcB8194
where it was expediment to Cooch Behar Exde&sdits Tax Act 1943, for the pur
-pose here in after appearing , it was herebytedaas follows %

1. This act may be called the Cooch Behar ExBesfit Tax Amendment Act of 1945 .
2. 1t shall on publication inthe Cooch Belaazette with the assent of Maharaja,
took effect from T April , 1945 .

In the section 4 ok tilCooch Behar Excess Profit Tax Act of 1943,
the words - ‘fifty percent’ shall be subst#dtin place of the words ‘twenty — five
percent ’ .

9. Medical Training of Dhais ( midwives) andNurses On 8 February, 1945
The Cooch Behar StatRegency Council implemented the following tramifacilities
and eligibility for the midwive and nurses of QG@oBehar

1. At the sudder hospital of Cooch Behaclass would be arranged for training of
6 (six) female personnel who would be takbrough a regular course of theoretic
-al lectures and practical training in geherarsing and midwifery for a period of
2 (two) years to enable them to take mgependent responsibility of the work as
Dhai and nurse either as a state employeaninof the hospital in the state of Cooch
Behar or in private capacity any wherehwit Cooch Behar .

2. The candidate should pose a minimum dgucaf having read up to the Class
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V in the primary school .

3. They should get a monthly allowance . B0 each during the training period
and are to give an undertaking that they aérve the state of Cooch Behar at least
for two years, after completion of the miag if required .

4. The syllabus for the course of lectueesl the practical training was drawn up
by the civil surgeon. They would have lectui@ elementary anatomy, physiology ,
midwifery, nursing , and hygine . These lectuveitl be delivered by the civil surgeon,
assistant surgeon and lady doctor .

5. They would undergo examinations at the ef the first and second year of
their course and those who will pass final examination at the end of the se
-cond year will be granted a certificate dnable them to obtain service in Cooch
Behar or do private practice in the line .

10. Fish culture in Cooch Behar On @ March , 1945 the royal durbar of
Cooch Behar implemented an order for the muosdation of the fisheries of Cooch
Behar. The fish culture of Cooch Behar tdrmeto a new way as all the tanks,
which were under the control of Cooch Befiawn Committee transferred to the
development department . This order proved t@bsuccessful one regarding the pro
-duction and requirement of fishes in Cooch&e®”

11 . The Cooch Behar State Transport On 27 March 1945, The Cooch Behar
State Transport was formed for the people obdb Behar. It opened the easiest way

of journey for passengers through bus .The CoBehar State Regency Council imple-
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mented an order regarding journey through thad the State Motor Transport Ser —
vice should be opened with effect from ¥ April 1945 , Soulmari — Falakatta to
Cooch Behar®® From the middle of May , 1948 State Transp@partment of Cooch
Behar has made necessary arrangements foingua through passengers and goo
-ds service between Siliguri and Cooch BeRar .
12 . Motor spirit rationing order ~ On 14" July, 1945 an amendment was made
in the Motor Spirit Rationing order, 194mely —

In the first schedule appended to the samkr , for
Form “F”". The following form shall substied, namely

Form — F

License number
(Inrespect of motor spirit to be used othexe than in motor vehicles and motor
boats )
(Name and address of license ) Mr. / Mrs.
Is / are hereby licensed to acquired motor spoithe extent of — (in words or figures )
upto ----------- 194, subject to the followin@onditions —
1. The maximum quality to be acquired in ame calendar month should not ex —
ceed gallons (inwards or figures).
2. The motor spirit acquired under the lieengould be used for no purpose other
than .
3. Motor spirit should be acquired from @pglier or dealer .

4. The license was not transferable and lthéh license and the book of receipt
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forms shall remain in the custody of theiise .

5. On expiry of the license both this lisenform and the cover of receipt book
together with unused receipt forms would reurned to the office of issue along
with if necessary , an application in anotfiemm ‘m’ for renewal .

13. Implementation of Municipal Act of 1944 On December 1945, The Cooch
Behar State Regency Council implemented thenidpal act (No. Il of 1944) . In
this act it was stated that froml day of January 1946, the Cooch Behar town
, excluding the Palace and Cooch Behar Ratlevay Station areas, be treated as
a municipality 2 The number of commissioners for this murility being fixed at
118

14. The Cooch Behar Air craft Act of 1946 Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan was
himself atrained pilot . He invented the scheme rt&mo and comfortablgourney
through airplane . The first plane landed ab€oBeharin 1934 for trailing purpose .
In 1937 — 38 the aerodrum wimsmed at Cooch Behdf’ Nilkuty area was selected for
flying and landing purpose .The State Regency Coyasked the Cooch Behar Air
Craft Act of 1946 , which helped to spread &mft communication®’

15. Construction of an ideal storage In 1947 an ideal storage was constructed
for preservation of foods and grains .Thisrage proved to be handy at the time of
need . The floor should be concrete , woodeorfover soil should always be avoi
-ded °If a bare soil must be used,the wallstié store house should be of brick
or concrete with foundations (including dospace ) going to a depth of 3 ft. Doors

should be fitted tightly ; no gaps were akmlv windows openings should not be
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less than 3 feet from ground level and el below should have a smooth unless
there is glass % inch wire netting mayoatse used®

16. Rule for Commercial crop ( Tea)In exercise of powers vested under section
3 (2) of the Cooch Behar Special Exercisgt A lll of 1945 ) and Under section
2 (2) of Cooch Behar Export Duty Act (VID9®41), the Cooch Behar royal durbar
declared on 29 June 1947 that Tea be enlisted as specigbable goods under the
first Schedule of Special Excise Act of 1948d also be treated as article of exp
-ort subject to the levy of duty under theo€loBehar export Duty Act of 1942,
17.Maternity and Child welfare centre From September, 1947 the maternity and
child welfare center situated near Mahardgndira Narayan Hospital was open to
render all possible service and advice ltahéldren (under 5 years) and to all expe
-ctant mothers free of chard@ A lady doctor attended the center everyuigay
afternoon to give advice regarding pre — natatal and post— natal care and exam
-ines expectant mothers . The midwife in -rghagoes out for house visit to conta
-ct expectant mothers and to give them advemgarding health. The name and add
-ress of all patients who may require hatpconfinements at their dwellings were
registered at the centre long before expecwufinement. The midwife in charge
and her assistants conduct normal labours fref charge at the dwelling of such
registered casé”.

18. The Ancient Monuments Preservation Act ofl947 In 1947 an Act was
passed by the Cooch Behar State Regencyo@dien the preservation of ancient

monuments and objects of archeological , hicsbror artistic interest . Where it was
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expedient to provide for the preservationaoicient monuments , for the exercise of
control over traffic in antiquities and ovekcavation in certain places, and for the
protection and acquisition in certain casésacient monuments and of objects of
archeological, historical or artistic manriéit was here by enacted as follows®—
1. This Act may be called the Cooch Beharciant Monuments Preservation Act
of 1947 .

2. It would extend to the whole of the Co®&ehar State .

3.1t would came into force on publicatiom the Cooch Behar Gazette with the
assent of Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan .

Maharaja Jagadippendra Narayan on the ome laa
administrative person and on the other hhisd sportsmanship spirit motivated him
to implement various innovative schemes ia #tate . He like his father wanted to
make the State a model State in Britishiddd He was the last ruler of Cooch
Behar whose period was instrumental innging social, cultural and economic
transformation . All sorts of news published the news paper about the develop
-ment of Cooch Behar . On"40ctober 1948 Governor of West Bengal , Mrild&h
Nath Kartzu explained the condition of Coocth®eto Sardar Patel in which it was
stated that “ Muslims from Eastern Pakistarrewmfiltrating into Cooch Behar and
some reports went to the length of suggestiray there would be a definite attempt
made to make Cooch Behar to join Pakistan &l movement would not be wholly
repugnant to the ruling hous€® For that reason the Government of India dksti

that “many of the Princely States had a vdigcontinuous territory, thus making
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smooth administration difficult, (2) many ofetin had cultural and linguistic affilia-
tions with the neighbouring states and pross, which made their separateness
anomalous ; (3) it was an unnecessary orn@hexpenditure to keep numerous
units of administration® In the mean time the matter of merger ®@boch Behar
with India was inthe air.On ®9April, 1949 a telegram sent by Sharat r@ha
Bose to Sardar Patel which was publishedhmnews paper ‘Nation’ . In this tele-
gram Bose said that “ The people of CoochaBedwre 99 percent Bengali — speak —
ing and there was no single Assamese thé&mart from linguistic reasons , other
reasons such as cultural, geographicamiradtrative etc., support West Bengal’s
claim to Cooch Behar and completely negativesaln’s claim toit. As you are the
minister — in — Charge , | consider it my duty draw your attention to the situation
in Cooch Behar and the demands of the petpee .*®

For getting better iliéies, Maharaja wanted to conclude the Cooch
Behar Merger Agreement in 1949 with thevegament of India. Regarding the
guestion of Merger would be decided accordiogthe wish of the people of the
state . On 18 th July 1949 a news publishgdthe ‘Hindustan Standard’ in which it
was stated that “on behalf of the défe organizations functioning in different
parts of Cooch Behar State , a telegram was sr 16" July to the Prime minister of
India and the Congress President reiteratireg unanimous decisions of all sections
of the people of the state for Merger of Elo8ehar with West Bengal®At last on
28" August 1949 , Maharaja Jagaddipendra Naragmmed an agreement with the

Government of India which was known as rdée Agreement. According to the
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treaty the princely state of Cooch Behar wassformed into a Chief Commission
-ers province under the jurisdic-tion of Gowaent of India®®?
During the govange of the Chief

Commissioner , that is , from"12September to $1December 1949 the administration
in Cooch Behar remained the same as befard®Qanuary 1950 Cooch Behar was
merged into West Bengal by a notificati@sued by the Government of India on
31%' December 1949 entitled the States’ Mergevest Bengal ) Order, 1949°% A
Deputy Commissioner and Administrator oboCh Behar was appointed by the
Government of West Bengal and frort January of 1950 Cooch Behar became a
district of West Bengal . As Cooch Behar wagart of India and a part of West
Bengal already on #6January 1950, the date on which the Qtotisn of India
was adopted , the Constitution applied to ®d®ehar from the very daté®

Thus the princely state Cooch Behar entered into a new visian i

Independent India .
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