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Conclusion 

The Bengali community had been the most significant migrant community among the 

Indian community of Burma. The British had encouraged the immigration and the 

Bengali labourers, workers, and the educated youths in spite of the religious restrictions 

on the sea travel (Kalapani) in Hindu religion they had crossed the sea to the call of 

Burma, the golden land where they would get a better livelihood. Besides the illiterate 

Dacca , Noakhali and as 

as western part of Bengal . A large number of educated Bengalis were present in Burma 

as and officials. In had occupied a lion's share in 

field of administration the expanding bureaucracy of the British colonial empire 

the 

as educated 

indian 

Bengalis prominent professions were well 

Bengali doctors, engineers ,businessmen govemment employees , school teachers and 

others. The Bengali agricultural labours were also responsible for the rice boom in 

Burma. Burma was gradually transformed into one of the largest rice producers of the 

world. The Chittagong labourers who mostly carne during the harvest season in Akyab 

and Arakan transformed the Burmese economy. The Bengali professionals included well 

reputed and well known bureaucrats. Thus Henry Cotton had rightly remarked that 

Bengalis mle from Peshwar to Rangoon as postmaster, station master and school master. 

Burma was filled with the presence of the Bengalis. The economic transformation besides 
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the rice boom and rice cultivation was carried by the Bengali capitalists as owners of the 

timber mills , factories , shipping companies , contractors , paddy merchants , rice 

merchants , rice mills, etc. They contributed for the modernization of Burma and 

Burmese economy. 

The English educated Bengalis became the chief lieutenants of the British administration 

Burma. More and more Bengali were appointed in the new administrative 

during the closing of the 19th and the first half of the 20th century. The Bengalis became 

distinguished doctors, lawyers, postmasters, railways employees, and engineers 

and contributed largely the modernization Burma. The agticultural labourers 

were Noakhali 

no cent were 

Burma was was 

for century nationalism. The swadeshi movement Bengal 

Oll wave 

well as India. The impact was felt in Burma. large number the 

youths came to Bengal for higher education before 1920 in the Calcutta University and 

Calcutta Medical College. They were inspired by the Bengal politics and in the year 1906 

there was the formation of the Young Men Buddhist Association in Burma. The 

University students' strikes in Rangoon were inspired by the students' politics in the 

Calcutta University. The demand for national education in Burma grew during the 

twentieth century. The Vishwa Bharati of Rabindranath Tagore also grew popularity in 

Bunna. Tagore's visit to Burma was taken not only by the Bengali residents and Indians 

but the Burmese too. The Burmese poets were inspired by the humanism and 
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universalism of Tagore. Tagore's popularity as a nationalist poet can be reflected in 

Burma. Kodaw Hmaing, one of the active members of the Thakin movement is known as 

the 'Tagore of Burma'. 

It is true that though large number of the Indians had immigrated to Burma but Burma 

had a close interaction with the Bengalis. The political connection was as 

Bengali revolutionaries political asylum Burma. Chittagong was very near to 

Akyab Rangoon. Bhupendra Kumar Dutta was the man behind the Saya San 

Rebellion. He was Mandalay during 1930s. The rebellion was directed 

masters it was the 

were 

Bunna. 

of 

Bengalis Burma had the the strengthening 

relationship. The Bengali influence was felt in the foundation of the Burma Communist 

Nag , Amar De, Subhodh Mukherjee, Bijoy Sen , Kanti Roy, Aurobindo Dutta and 

others. The Bengal revolutionaries had a close contact with the Burmese revolutionaries. 

Bikkhu U. Ottama , a great revolutionary of Burma contributed for the Indo-Burmese 

collaboration. He had close contacts with the Bengal leaders and the Bengali politics. 

Bhikhu U. Ottama, the Gandhi of Burma could read and speak Bengali. He had contacts 

with the Bengali swadeshi leaders and the revolutionaries residing in Burma. He adopted 
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the Bengali swadeshi methods in his political mission. A large number of Bengali 

intellectuals and political leaders were present in Burma. N. C. Banerjee , the editor of 

Rangoon Mail, had connections with the revo]utionmies of Chittagong . He was one of 

the eminent Bengalis in Burma who was anti-colonial and tried to be establish Bengal-

Bunna relationship further The -- Burmese relationship was further 

Chandra Bose Subhas Bose made Rangoon the 

Maw were 

Bose in her 

a spontaneous 

were were 

the 

as one Vishnu. never 

Burmese. 

The Bengali community residing did not wanted to lose contacts roots 

BengaL In its cultural life the Bengalis established religious organizations, associations, 

social clubs and literary organizations. They also celebrated cultural and literary 

programmes. The Bengalis celebrated the Bangia Sahitya Sammelan and Banga Sahitya o 

Sanskriti Sammelan in regular intervals. They invited important literary personalities. 

They also celebrated the religious festivals typical to the Bengali culture like Durga 

Pooja, kali Pooja , Saraswati and Diwali . They organized theatre or musical programmes 

in these occasions. The essence of the Bengali culture was the formation of libraries; 
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reading rooms as well as they have established schools in Bengali version. The 

vernacular schools provided Bengali education to the children of the settiers. The culturai 

life of the Bengalis was very rich and its influence was felt upon the Burmese. Many of 

the Burmese carne to Shantineketan for their higher and artistic learning. 

Burma not the Indians. Rangoon being 

commercial races 

immigrated as labours particularly the 

professionals, moneylenders, and others. The popularity Burma the 

were 

in cannot or 

as as 

m 

help to the with medicine and 

create a home from home. Moreover. stay with the labourers 

observation of an author. Pather dabi mentioned about the route of Arakan -Chittagong 
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activities. Sarat Chandra played an important role in Bengal-Burmese relationship and in 

upholding the Bengali culture in Burma. 

The separation of Burma in 1937 started to seal the fate of the Bengalis in Burma. 

Further, the Second World War signaled the end of the Bengalis in Burma. The Bengalis 
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started to come back to Bengal struggling through the forests of Assam and by foot. The 

mass exodus led to the spread of epidemic like dysentery and cholera. With less relief 

measure the Bengalis had to come to India. Many of them lost their lives. The hardship 

and trauma faced by the Bengalis has not been studied much by the scholars. Refugee and 

partition problems and resettlement have attracted attention of scholars and historians of 

modem Indian history but enough thought has not been paid by scholars to the 

numerous refugee families from the modern Indian history. 

Many families 

movements the 

wa:-, seen n 

search 

were numerous men 

the act which out a 

it 

on Indo-

the race that was known as the 

race to 

Some of the Bengali families who survived the emigration from Bunna had to undertake 

the problem of resettlement . Some of them went to the eastern part of Bengal and again 

they had to mj grate to India after 194 7. The hardships and trauma taken up by the 

Bengalis was undoubtedly unexplainable. While those who chose to remain in Burma had 

absorbed them in the process of Burmanization after the post-independent period. The 

military regime, in fact, finally sealed the lives of the Bengalis in Bumm. Thus the 

Bengalis who migrated to Burma had rose to the zenith of power in the country but after 
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1937 onwards their halcyon days began to be faded out. The community started to wear 

out due to the anti- Indian riot, separation of Burma and Second World War. The post

independence and the military regime was the last steps in the decline of the community. 

The Bengalis who rose to the highest position, in business, government services and other 

places experienced a sad downfall in the late 30s and 40s. 

independent a between India and Burma friendship and 

peace in 1951 was signed but no specific action was taken to strengthen the bond. 

Indians to come to India were not provided with any specific help. The 

Burmese Government and the Indian government though at high levels maintained 

did not stop to the matters 

immigration 

so 

number 

were constant 

to the Bengalis was in l 962 

Throughout 

w 

military regime finally took drastic measures 

nationalization. The Bengalis in large numbers and remaining lot came to Bengal and to 

East Pakistan. The Bengalis who back became stateless and helpless. They needed a lot 

of time to resettle themselves. The evacuees from Burma had to struggle with the 

minimum relief and help from the Government. The remaining Bengalis in Burma are 

absorbed in the mainstream life of the Burma. 
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In fact, the Bengalis had to evacuate Burma twice. The first time was during the Japanese 

invasion. There was no organized evacuation of the civil population and they had to 

move on foot through the jungles and swamps leaving their belongings and property. 

Large numbers died, survivors were robbed of everything including clothing and women 

were raped. Some reliefs were provided by the Ramakrishna Mission. After the war many 

of the Bengalis started to go back to Burma to retrieve whatever they could. In the newly 

independent they welL But 1962 General Ne Win and his 

Socialist Republic business and industry. Bengalis became paupers 

The 

were 

was rnore 

of 

the 

to 

one 

over 

are 

were not so high and it was similar as the Tamils could go to Sri Lanka. It is 

name! y Tobago, 

remained there even after independence of these countries. They had occupied different 

high positions in the Government in the post independent period. But most of them 

immigrated in the country as labours and workers in the plantation industry. It is not the 

same in the case of Burma who were mostly the educated middle class Bengalis had 

immigrated but in the post independent era of Burma could not survive and there was a 

mass exodus from the country to Bengal. 
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