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Non· Bengali Indian Community in Burma 

The story of the immigration of the Indian community other than the Bengalis in Burma 

had begun from the pre colonial times. The inflow and outflow was continuous process in 

the pre-colonial phase. In Burma there in evidence of the Indians from the East and the 

West Coasts, establishing trading ports as early as 3rd century A.D., traveling through 

sea-routes i .But a steady inflow of Indian immigration began from 1852 after the signing 

Burmese monarch. By the over 

province of Bago. Rangoon became the de facto capital of the British Burma. Thereafter, 

into Burma. The 

onwards. The immigration Burma was 

l 

the to to 

ernp1oyment soon became so attractive that Indians no longer needed 

Government assistance to transport the Indians. In 1886 the Famine Commission of India 

reviewed the position and recommended to transfer Indians from the congested areas to 

the unproductive and waste lands2.The Indian community was very less before 1838 

increased during the second half of the nineteenth century. Thus by 1881, Indians were 

66,000 in number in Rangoon roughly about 44 per cent the s population at 

that time. In 190 l, the number of the Indians in Rangoon increased to 130,000 i.e., about 

half of the population of that city. In addition, thousands of Indians, migratory or 
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seasonal labourers, passed through Rangoon which was their main port of entry or exit. 

During the period 1852-1900, Rangoon became a city with two and a half of Indians and 

soon it looked more of an Indian city. It became the main centre from where the Indians 

moved to different places in Burma3 .It eventually surpassed the 100,000 mark in 1901, 

constituting nearly half the total occupants of the city. The free and unregulated 

immigration Indians during the entire period British administration resulted the 

steady 

encouragement recommendation 

to 

estates were 

Bahadur at 

went unchecked the nineteenth and the decades 

The was as the 

world's second largest migrating port. The Indian immigration to Burma was 

depended on the harvest season of both Burma and in India. The immigrating population 

to Burma was most of the times seasonal as the agriculturists migrated during the harvest 

time to earn a bit of higher wages in the foreign land. Sometimes there was semi

permanent migration. This population did not remain permanently in Burma but they 

maintained a steady contact with their homes in India and they came back to their 

homeland at irregular intervals. 
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Non- Bengali Indian Community in Burma 

TABLE -6.1 

GROWTH OF THE INDIAN POPULATION IN BURMA 

cases 

TOTAL 

POPULATION OF 

BURMA 

2,747,148 

l 0,363,613 

not 

caste strata 

INDIANS IN 

BURMA 

1,36,504 

4,20, 830 

19 

6 

PERCENTAGE OF 

INDIANS IN 

BURMA 

6.9 

5.4 

Desai, 

can the 

including Bengal from Uttar Pradesh (United Bihar, 

population 
7 

Nadu(Madras)and Andhra Pradesh' presence the 

vvas more reason was 

expansion of the colonial rule was first felt in Lower Burma than the upper 

Moreover, lower Burma had access to the sea ports than the upper Burma. Another 

probable reason was the growth of the rice cultivation in the Lower Burma made it a rich 

province than the Upper Burma which attracted larger number of the Indians to the 

country. The Indians made Rangoon the centre of their settlements but gradually they had 

spread to the other provinces of Burma. Rangoon became virtually an Indian city and this 

was felt by Rabindranath Tagore when he visited Rangoon. The table below will clearly 

indicate the number of the Indians present in the city of Rangoon. 
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TABLE-6.2 

THE POPULATION OF THE INDIANS AND BURMESE IN RANGOON 

(1872-1941) 

1891 87,000 73,000 

1901 19,000 48 81,000 

1.91 90,000 

28,000 

40 

33 

to Burma large numbers and mostly they were from Madras, 

/\ndhra »rc•t1P,,h Uttar the was 

skilled, unskilled and agricultural labourers. were Indian immigrants the 

civil services, government jobs, businessmen and other works. Particularly after the 

establishment of the vernacular schools in Burma the Indians started to settle down 

permanently in Burma. The immigrants were given protection from the colonial rulers. 

Those working on the plantation estates were paid more and enjoyed comparatively better 

health and educational facilities. Burma was as Indian province under the British rule. 

Until its separation in 1937, the Indian community in Burma was legally not even an 

alien community and enjoyed all the privileges and rights of full citizenship. The 

situation had changed after 1937 as a result of the growth of anti-Indian sentiment in 
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Burma since 19308
• Ethnically the Indians became strong group in Burma by 1931. The 

following table indicates the ethnic composition of the population in Burma. 

TABLE 6.3 

POPULATION OF BURMA BY ETHNICITY, 1931 

INDIGENOUS (including 12,680,052 

Karen,and 

INDIAN 1,017,825 

166 

14,647,756 

Source: Government 

The Indian immigrants to Burma other than Bengalis were the Chettiars from Madras and 

other traders and businessmen from Bihar and Orissa who went and established big 

commercial establishments including money lending operations. They invested in the 

expanding economy of Burma, like rice cultivation and made huge profits. They 

established a considerable control over the economy of Burma. Traders and investors 

from Gujarat, Madras and Orissa went to Burma. Socially the majority of such 

immigrants were high caste Hindus but some Muslim immigrants also belonged to this 

group. There was another section of the immigrants who were the middle class 
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intellectuals and professionals like engineers, doctors, lawyers, teachers, clerks etc. They 

filled the vacancies of the colonial bureaucracy and the expanding social services and the 

administration. Their familiarity with the English language, rules, procedures of law, and 

practices gave them an added advantage and they dominated the administrative services. 

Moreover, the Burmese were not used to the English rules and languages. It is to be noted 

that there no English education Burma before the nineteenth century and therefore the 

Burmese could not Indian middle even 

expansion l920s and 1930s the Burma a 

strong middle class as There was 

India which consisted of the skilled and unski Lied labours. They were largest number 

castes 

Hl vi ties 

masters expertise as lndia was developed and in 

veIn new 

limited opportunity and therefore they were more work and took to 

hardships. Thus they became more capable and efficient than the Burmese10
. 

II 

The Burma provided opportunities which led to influx of a large number of Indians in 

Burma. Among the Indians other than the Bengalis it was 60 per cent from Madras from 

1 to !90L a small amount of people migrated from 
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North Western Provinces, Oudh, The Central Provinces and Punjab. Indian immigrants 

from Madras were fro the districts of Thanjavur, Ganjam, Godavari, Vizagapatnam, 

Madras City, South Arcot,and Krishna. There were also migrants from Purl in Orissa, 

from Shahbad, Patna and Saran districts in Bihar. 11 Bhagalpur, Gaya and Nilgiri were the 

places from where the migrants came to Burma.From Orissa the migrants were mainly 

, Cuttack and PurL United Provinces the migrants came from Benaras, 

kayasthas 

numerous 

women were 

were monopolized by the high caste Hindus. 

or were 

Burma. These low castes 

social mobility in the new country. They could earn much higher wages agriculture nd 

industry. Moreover the Indians could get jobs easily. With the high wages they could buy 

land, support their families and purchase cheap consumer goods. Most of the Indians 

remitted large sums of money to their relatives in India. In the 1930s remittances by 

money order averaged to 3 million rupees annually13
. 
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With the growth of the rice cultivation and rice industry it was found that the Burmese 

labourers were scarce. Burmese cultivators turned to Indian labour to carry out tasks such 

as the construction and repair of bunds, ploughing, transplanting of seedlings, harvesting 

and threshing. The cultivators also increasingly became reliant on the Indian Chettlar 

money lenders to finance their activities 14 Apart from the fact that the Burmese peasants 

were unwilling to work under harsh conditions for meager wages in towns, Indians 

preferred. It was largely the South Indian Jabours who carried the harvests, manned 

industry, cleared the forests, built roads and constructed the sewage system in Burma. 

The vast 

unskilled 

note 

of Telegu labours were engaged cent the 

Burma. In fact they had formed the single largest group of the unskil1ed 

as 

of the maistry system been ven to 

Indians there were women who to Bunna. They 

largely belonged to the Bhogam or Kalavantulu Caste the devadasis of south India. 

women were 

the men long hours 

Hl 

Further South Indians were as financiers playing the role of the money lending caste. 

They were primarily important for the regional supplies of credit in the expansion of 

export production in Burma. The Chettiyar financial networks were based on a complex 

structure of the independent family firms that under took money lending and commodity 

trading activities.in this flexible partnership structure, members of the family could hold 

the partnerships in many different firms. Each partnership operated through a system of 
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overseas agents who were usually young partners. In Burma the chettiars were the 

wealthiest of the Indian groups. 17 Also see Like the Chettiars, the Gujaratis also 

developed a financial trading system throughout Burma. They operated as bankers and 

merchant bankers and their letters of credit (hundi) issued in one region could be cashed 

in another. The Gujaratis were traders in textiles, silk, and cotton from Ahmedabad and 

Baroda and exchange for 

migrated 

merchant 

.u"'"-l'v' provides a 

has classified 1931 

earners were as 

amount 

whose 

percentage the 

18 

of 

and teak from Burma. Ibid p-82-83 The Parsis also 

were ship set 

the Indians were engaged in Burma 

m 1941 as working dependents and earners. The 

assisting him as a son who habitually 

amount 

However, we find the Indians engaged in metals i.e. mines Namtu, 110Ithem 

States and Mergui and The Indians were the various refineries. 

were 

loading or unloading of gods in the miHs. They were engaged in the wood industry as 

businessmen and labours. The Indians were also metal workers ,in ceramics industry, 

chemical products , oil refinery, rice industry, food industries, dressmaking and tailoring, 

as carpenters, electricians, security personnel like guards or night watchman, in domestic 

services as cooks, butlers , water carriers, leather workers, barbers, washer man, 

milkmen, printers, gardeners, shoe -shiners, baby-sitters, bookbinders, printers , jewelers, 

and sweepers.20 
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TABLE-6.4 

THE PERCENTAGE OF THE INDIANS AND THE INDIGENOUS RACES IN 

THE VARIOUS OCCUPATIONS IN 1930 

OCCUPATION 

Rice pounders 

Occupation dealing with chemical 

products 

PERCENTAGE AND 
NUMBER OF 

INDIAN 

3.9 

5.l 

26.0 

28 . .7 

26.! (19.957) 

51.3 

53.1 (33, 630) 

53.7 (9,802) 

PERCENT AGE AND 
NUMBER OF INDIGENOUS 

RACES 

88.2 

( 100, 416) 

45.1 

44.0 (27. 982) 

43.4 ( 7,916) 

L-----------------~~--~~-------------_1_ 
Source: James Baxter Immigration Report. 1941, p-!45-146. 

______ __] 
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There was a class of white collared men who took up the services in Government 

department as clerks, jail wardens, trained accountants, postmen, telegraphers and 

postmasters and in railways. The Indian were also doctors in the Government and private 

medical centres allover Burma. There were Indian teachers in the schools and university 

of Rangoon as the educated class of Burmese was not adequately available in Burma
21

. 

The details of the amount of salary received by the Indians have been discussed earlier in 

the Chapter IlL 

are 

shipping industry there was the Scindia steam Navigation 

rice 

was a miilionaire who went to and settled 

rnost important was Chettiars of South India who are the banking community took 

role of local financiers. They became the money lending class Burma. The Chettiars 

first settled in Moulmein and gradually spread their activities in the other parts of 

Burma?4
• Gradually they became one of the richest communities of Burma. The Indians 

were successful in petty jobs too. Moreover, the Indians filled the posts in the expanding 

British administration. The offices of the Public Works department, Accountant 

Railways, Post Offices, Hospitals, were mostly filled with the Indians of Bengali and 
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south Indians. A list of names has been provided by the India List and India Office List of 

Great Britain, 1905. It names Khan Bahadur Cowasji Jamshedji Lalkaka as the 

postmaster General in Rangoon in 1895. He had entered the service in 1871. The record 

of services of India office mentions the name of Sorabji Hormasji Dantra , the M.D. 

Lieutenant CoL Indian Medical Service , who was in service as civil Surgeon in the 

Medical Depat1ment Burma 1876. He was surgeon in Tharrawaddy in ] 878 

as a 1890 -1903. It also mentions of Godrezji Dorabji 

as Indian 

servant 

Major Bawa Singh wa<; 

as on B 

was to was are nurnerous 

started 

Association Cultivation of science while he was still working in Indian Revenue 

or names known Indians 

namely Mr. Makhan Singh, the proprietor of Pegu Medical were 

Ganga Singh, the Government Contractor, Dhana Singh, the managing Proprietor of the 

Indian Engineering Co. Builders and Contractors in Rangoon and Hazara Singh the 

Assistant engineer of P.W.D. of Mandalay in 1930s.27 Bhavani Joshi was taken to Burma 

by their uncle. He studied in Bengal Academy and Rangoon University. In 1936 he was 

appointed as civil assistant Surgeon in Burma Medical service. He was posted as assistant 

to the first surgeon and Professor of surgery during the raids in Rangoon in 1941 and 

1942. He married Ratna Sundari Misra , one the first female doctors of Burma . He was 
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appointed as the officer in Nyanglabein, Mandalay and Moulmein. He became a surgeon 

of Rangoon in the general hospital in 1942. In 1948 he was appointed as General Surgeon 

of Union of Burma?8 Dr. Veraswami was a medical doctor in the jail in 1911 when Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak was imprisoned in the jail 29 
. In 1897, Lala Parabh Dial was an 

Accountant on permanent and pensionable establishment. He worked in the Rangoon and 

Toungoo Divisions, passed an examination in the Burmese language and got a reward 

Rs 180/-. He was admitted to the exclusive Freemasons Lodge at Toungoo as a member, 

and later promoted to Master mason Rangoon 

were innumerous the other communities had m Burma in vadous 

the 

Bmma was 

were 

the expanding rice cultivation, construction works, public works and others. Under the 

British control the industrial expansion was so rapid that it attained prominence as centre 

of great industrial and commercial activity. During the period from 1900 to 1930 the 

number of the factories had increased by 65 per cent, while the number of persons had 

gone up to 43 per cent.:12Rice fields, paddy processing industries, mineral oil and 

refineries, saw mills and timber yards , ports and harbours became the main source of 

employment for the Indian labours. The Indian labours were found as the toiler and 
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drudge in those occupations which were labeled as disagreeable and disrespectful and 

mostly forsaken by the local Burmese. The Indians could take up work uncomplaining 

and the hardships but the Burmese could not. Burma could not have built her splendid 

railway systems, cleared her inaccessible forest domains and transformed them into 

smiling fields, operated her factories amidst fumes and high temperature but for these 

patient, long suffering, obedient, faithful and grateful but much maligned sons of India. 

Indian labour was much more in demand than the Burmese labours and therefore, the 

Indians dominated in the labour market labours were 

Madras, Provinces 

shipping 

there were large opportunities Burma even the petty businessmen and middle 

class entrepreneurs went to Burma to try their fortune. The Indians had the strongest hold 

on the 

except minerals, mbber plantations and 

reached to the value of Rs. 4,800 lakhs before 1942 and the Indians controlled Rs. 2,500 

lakhs. By 1940 the share of the Indians in the import trade had also increased by 50 per 

cent. TheBurmese merchants could not compete with the Indians in business and capital 

investments34
. During the years 1931-1938 Burma exported 214, 000 tons of teak 

annually and the Indians were owners of the saw mills, labourers, agents and capital 

investors of the timber trade.Besides the prominent capitalists, businessmen and the 

workers and labourers there was another class who contributed immensely for the 
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modernization of Burma namely the white collared job holders like the clerks, doctors, 

engineers, teachers and other servicemen in the railways, banking, insurance and postal 

and telegraph services. They also contributed for the growth of the British rule and the 

expansion of the process of modernization in Burma. Rangoon in fact turned into an 

Indian city with Indian languages spoken as the local language. The establishment of the 

various schools was the most important reasons for the settlement of the 

Indians Burma permanently. 

193 ' H shows that 4 cent the total working 

agricultural and its allied fields constituted Indians. In exploitation 

~ ooe 

m the 

were 

shmvs that 

fields as a community were the biggest. In comparison to 

position was much better. In industry which was the main Burmese 

economy only 34.8 skilled and 22.1 per cent unskilled positions were occupied by the 

50 cent saw mills, 

engineering the textile industries was better. 

Out of the total 511 establishments Indian ownership and managements were on 109 

establ~shments. There were 43 saw mills, 61 rice mills, owned by the Indians in Burma. 

In the rice industry, the larger mills were owned by the Europeans with an ownership of 

500 employees. Medium sized with 50 employees were owned by the Indians. In the 

export and import trade it was the same picture and in the timber trade it was the similar. 

The Indians generally owned the Medium and small sized firms and the large ones owned 

by the Europeans?) In agriculture the picture is not clear as there are not much sources 
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to define the position of the Indians but in Pegu more than 36 per cent and in Insein 44 

per cent agricultural lands were under the Indians. This shows that in general there was a 

strong position of the Indians in agriculture. 

The most important of the Indians in Burma was the Chettiar community. They were the 

Banking community originally from the Chettianad of Madras. They took the role of the 

local financiers of Burma. The newly occupied and developing industry Bunna needed 

capital and it provided a opportunity to as 

saw for good business and profit and greatly encouraged finance agriculture. Most of the 

chettiars over Burma, 

Chettiars were operating Burma through their organisation named Nattukkotai 

loans and long tenn to the 

the total amount crop loans required annually for the 

Burma was around Rs.20 crores and this amount Rs.l6 crores were utilized in 

The financing of the agriculture being the major o<.:cupation of the Chettiars and rise 

being the major agricultural product of Burma, the Chettiars naturally banked on the 

paddy lands. Most of the l, 100 Chettiar firms in the districts were therefore, located in 

the 13 main rice growing districts of Burma. The non -Chettiars could also open accounts 

in the Chettiar banks. The banks could transfer the money into the accounts of the 

Imperial Bank, Lyods Bank of New York and other European Banks. By 1930 they had 

1650 representatives' offices in Bunna. The Chettiars also gave lend to the Burmese 
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lenders in less rate of 2% per month which was in tum given in lent to the peasants at a 

higher rate of interest of 3% to 4%. 38 

The money which was collected as capital by the Chettiars was spending on financing the 

agricultural products. The rate of interest was 12% case of gold. In cases of land 

mortgage it was 24%. The rate of interest was higher Burma. Besides the Chettiars 

there were Telegu Gujaratis, and Marwaris who were engaged 

financing business. The Chettiar firms used to honour cheques, changed money and 

accepted documents and valuables the deposit. Actually, the farmers needed 

for the expansion of cultivation and seasonal requirement The prices rice and other 

were high so was profitable. was 

was 

Chettiars. the depression 

particularly 1930-1942 a large amount lands went hands of the Chettiars .. 

The agricultural land in Pegu and the Irrawaddy Divisions held by the Chettiars rose 

n years. -1 

foreclosed on perhaps a further 440,000 acres and in 1 it was 320,000 acres 

lands which kept on increasing in the following years.41
• It needs to be pointed out that 

the process by which the Chettiar moneylenders became landlords was not pure chance or 

accident, as is quiet often made out by works on the Chettiar classes, but the result of the 

logic inherent in their credit system. Since the bulk of Chettiar operations were in the 

Irrawaddy region, it may be reasonably assumed that they loaned against the best land 

and when the repayment was defaulted, the Chettiars took possession of the lands 42
. 

Though the Burma Legislative Council passed various relief measures and a land 

Alienation Act was also passed 1939-40 which prohibited the transfer of the lands from 
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the farmers to non farmers. But it was too late The Land Purchase Bill further created 

confusion which was passed in 1940 for compulsory acquisition of lands from the 

landlords and opposed by the Chettiars. The Chettiar investment was not $57 million in 

!941-1942 which was a great loss as the Japanese nor the British allowed them to 

function in the preoccupied lands.43 During 1942 they left their lands and went back to 

But the nationalist leaders and the newspapers were directed against the 

Chettiar leeches that deprived the Burmese indigenous 

as dete1i orated 

rern:aim; that 

class and their banking 

can 

I 

0.52 
10.70 

CHETflARS( 
!2.09 

CHINESE 3.49 
EUROPEANS 70.35 

OTHERS 0.23 

~~~~~-=~--~~~~--------L---------~-------------------SOURCE: Robert Taylor, the State in Myanmar, Singapore. 2009, p-126 
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Thus the Indians had a larger share than the Burmese and they contributed for the 

modernization of Burma in the colonial period. 

IV 

The of Indians in 

Indian revolutionaries and their close contacts with the Indians in Burma. The Burmese 

looked towards Indians and the Indian National Congress for the inspiration and 

techniques to national movement. Many of the Indian nationalist leaders 

were Burma 

over 

movement 

rule and in doing so some of them jobs the 

1912 they formed associations and subscriptions were collected. They published a mouth 

or Mutiny. It was published from San Francisco. The 

Hanza a station near . They operated these places against the colonial 

The presence of the Ghadrites was known in 1915 through a letter in Singapore from 

Mujtaba Hussain. The letter contained the address of a Ghadrite. There was another 

person named in the Report was Mulchand. He had been given death sentence in the 

Mandalay Conspiracy Case. In June of 1915 a big bundle of Ghadr literature was 

discovered in Burma. The addresses were of Ali Ahmed and Fiam Ali. They were 

engaged in organizing secret societies. There were also other revolutionaries who escaped 
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from Singapore and came to Burma was Sohnlal Pathak. They came from Siam to Burma 

and settled in Rangoon. They used a Post Box of Rangoon G.P.O. and the number 340. 

The Ghadr parties in Burma were engaged in the tampering with the military police.The 

Ghadr paper used as the cover of the Jehan -1-lslam .Abu Saiyad, one of the teacher 

Rangoon 

prohibited 

1 had prepared the Urdu version of 

areas as it was anti 

Jehan _j_Islam .The paper was 

anti was 

prohibited under the Sea Custom Act. There was a close connection between the Ghadr 

and the Jehan I-Islam. The Mandalay conspiracy Case 1916 showed a 

between Hardayal , Rashbehari Bose and Barkatulla Khan .. 45 Mohanlal one of the Ghadr 

was was 

who 

formed Khalsa Diwan 1917 in Myamyo 

Jail Sikhs 47 

also ·were 

involved the national movement of Indian and they also supported the cause 

national struggle in Burma. There was an Afghan group residing in Burma particularly in 

Rangoon. They had cooperated with the Ghadr members. Bhupendra Rakshit Ray 

mentioned in his book that Khirodgopal Mukherjee was given an important task and this 

could be done with the collaboration with the Afghans residing in Rangoon.48 

Khirodgopal was given the work of receiving letters ti·om an advocate in Bangkok named 

Kumud Mukher:.jee and in turn he would send it to Bhupendra Ray in Calcutta. Jadugopal 
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Mukherjee was arrested for having contacts with one of the Afghans named Masidi , who 

was involved in exporting arms and ammunitions from the far East.It isto be noted that 

Khirodgopal Gopal was the elder brother of Jadugopal Gopal Mukherjee, who was went 

to Rangoon and had a close tie with Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay. 49 

was a secret a on occasion the 

1915 were to 
5{' ,, 

contacts with the revolutionaries Indians in had 

were 

10 March 1929 while a 

use 

to He Indians to 

like Andrews who being an European had got intermingled with the Indians and took the 

cause of the Indian welfare in the similar way the Indians in Burma should take up the 

cause of the welfare of the Burmese. They should be like the sugar in the milk dissolving 

with the fluid and be one with the Burmese nationalism. He also came for the raising 

funds for the poor and starving Indians in Burma. He went to Rangoon, Moulmein, 

Thaton, Paungdau, Prome, and Mandalay. He was welcomed by the U Paw Tun in the 

reception given by the pongyis in the Shwe Dagon temple and U Chit Hiaing who was 

also a Congress member by the Congress Committee in Rangoon. He also gave a speech 
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to the students in Rangoon where a purse of Rs 1000 was presented to Gandhiji. He urged 

the Burmese while a letter to a friend in Burma that the Burmese to seek out the 

supplementary industry to agriculture and revive the lost industry of swadeshi. Gandhi 

preached swadeshi urging of the boycott of cloths of foreign manufacture, he addressed 

women in particular urging them to discard foreign silks and English umbrellas for 

homespun longyees and paper parasols. In a speech to the students in Rangoon he told 

them to be the real patriots. 52 

Gandhi recognized Burmese women as the producers and consumers 

doth and parasols by the time third longest and last visit to Burma 1929. The 

Burmese nationalists were inspired by the ideal and message of Gandhi and after his visit 

counter 

taxes 

reforms on 

nationalists 

a. on the foreign cloth and promoted homespun clothing in 

who dorninated Burmese 

movement. 

" b I f d h. s·, tanners s a sym o o. swa es c· 

u 

cooperated with 

191 

' a. 

Burmese 

Thus by the 1930s the Bunnese nationalists had taken inspiration from the Indian 

Burma belonging to the various communities had 

cooperated movement 

had a connection with the Congress and they contributed to the raising of the funds 

Burma by Gandhiji for the Daridra narayan seva in India. During the Burma's struggle 

for independence after the war, Indians who remained in Burma and the people of mixed 

percentage sided with the Bamar majority and supported all civil disobedience campaigns 

led by the independence movement, the Anti Fascist People's Freedom League. The 

national leader, Aung San, himself recognized the contribution of the Indian community 

and promised equal opportunities for all citizens in independent Burma. 54 Thus the Indian 
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settlers not only inspired the Burmese but also cooperated with them in this freedom 

struggle. 

v 

The cultural development of the Indians other than the Bengalis in Burma is a very 

significant chapter the history of the Indian and The 

communities namely the Tamils, Telegus, Gujaratis , Sikhs , Punjabis, and others had 

a of Tr.~-rnF•n separate 

get together and important 

Mandal, 

established associations over Bunna from Rangoon, Mandalay, Zeyawaddy, and 

number was 

a library named was n 

Rangoon. A Parish Council was established upper Phansodan Street Rangoon. 55 

The first Arya Samaj was established in Mandalay in 1897 followed by Rangoon in 1899. 

The work of Sanatan Dharma Swayan Sevak Sangh was inaugurated in Burma in 1950. 

Both are formed in all Burma contexts with branches all over Burma 56
. The Arya 

Pratinidhi Sabha of Rangoon was formed in 1930; there were twenty-two Arya Samajs in 

Bmma. The separation of Burma from India in 1937 was a setback for the Arya Samaj 
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and the onset of the Second World War completely disrupted its activities. On 14 April 

1952, the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha of Rangoon was revived by Pandit Ganga Prasad 

Upadhyaya who was visiting Burma from India. Other Arya Samaj preachers came to 

Burma and the Arya Samaj was reinvigorated. In 1959 the Satyarth Prakash (Light of 

Truth) was translated in Burmese language together with other Arya Samaj literature. The 

Annuai conferences started to be held in different centres where Arya Samajs were based 

are many temples in Rangoon built by the Hindu Indians particularly by the Tamils 

who a Kali temple Rangoon. There were Hindu Dharmasalas which 

to Hindus. There was a Satyanarayan Mandir which 

premises. There were pooja 

vision of the trust. 58 The affluence of theTamil population was 

screen 59 

was v 
Dr. Randhir Singh, a Sikh philanthropist on February 24, 1934. Most the Sikhs belong 

to Punjab. They are engaged in import and export of textiles and other consumable goods. 

Mr. Hundal was a family who worked as ship building contractors and owned some 

shares in Burma oil Company. The Gurudwara of Rangoon is built by a group of Sikh 

soldiers in the British army. They approached the British Government of Burma in 1893 

and in 1897 the foundation stone was laid in the presence of Rai Bahadur Jhanda Singh, 

Sarmukh Singh and Krishan Singh of the 7th Burma Battalion. The Sikh community 

maintains its own temple and a free dispensary at Theinbyu Street in East Rangoon. 
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There were All Burma Sikh Religious Council and Central Sikh Missionary which 

worked as the primary organizations in Burma 60 

There is a Bhagwan Das Cementry at Hledan which provides essential servkes to the 

community. There is also a gaushala or cattle sanctuary at Bauktaw, where a sanctuary 

for cows and other animals has been maintained with public support. The All Burma 

Hindu Students Society based in Rangoon with a of several stresses 

to awareness, unity and mutual understanding 

and promote Hindu 

and encouragement 

Students Society. It 6! 

and Rangoon. The Biharis are at present the resident of area. 

area has the posters of the Hindi film actresses and actors. The Nam Phar Lon the 

Zeyawaddi is occupied the Tamils and Nepalese. They are mostly the descendants of the 

Indian soldiers of the Second World War. Many of the areas of Mandalay and Rangoon 

was inhabited by the Indians. There is a Gandhi Hall in the area where Hindi lessons are 

been given to their children so that they do not forget the language of the ancestors. 

Every year they celebrate the religious festivals like Dussehra, Chat Pooja , and Diwali. 
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Janmasthami and Holi is also celebrated with all the residents from India namely the 

traders, owners of small restaurants and road side stalls, jewelers, and professionals such 

as doctors and teachers. The chairman of the town committee named U Aung Myint said 

that there is a cordial relationship with the Burmese and local people with the Indians 

even after the nationalization and anti Indian sentiments in the post independent period. 

In Mandalay, there is the presence of a small Manipuri community. The Indian Consulate 

was set in 2002 with Mr. as the This a new 

filling after the 1960s. 63 

or men as or as 

department 

went to improve their lot, during colonial rule. Some 

book 

in autobiographical accounts, poems 

book helps us to construct the history of the Oriyas in Burma in the colonial period. 64 
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