
Chapter- 8 

Education and the Women 

8.1. Female Education- the Priority of Priorities and the Indian Muslims: 

Though the importance of Education is accepted since the days of the Rome but 

imjJortance of women's education is a phenomenon of recent time. In Europe, 'The 

Admission of Women to full Citizenship, 1790' ·was the first book to talk explicitly the 
\ 

equality of women. Besides, the "Vindication of the .Rights of Women" by Mary 

Wollstonecraft in 1 792, and "Subjection of Women" by John Stuart Mill in 1869 deserve 

to be mentioned for influencing the world public opinion in favor of women's education 

(Misra and Agarwal: 1998). The history of India witnessed many ups and downs in 

women's education during the period of 1800 to 1947. It is only after 1857 Muslims 

began to realize the need for adopting secular education and they sent their boys to 

English education but they as a community were not ready to send the girls for such 

education. As a result of this, the education of women suffered a lot (Akhtar, 2003). 

The Arab which is the birth place ofislam, had no dearth of prominent educated women 

in the medieval period. They had scholarly knowledge in different areas of study like 

. religion, Persian language and literature, calligraphy, arithmetic and other subjects. 

This had inspired a little to the Muslims oflndia. Even in the 'dark' period oflndia, 

few Muslim women established themselves as administrator, advisor to the emperor, 

as gifted writer, poet etc. In 1867, the Maulavis of Calcutta Madrasa dismissed the 

· question of education of Muslim women raised at meeting of the Bengal Science 

Association. Shakhawat Memorial Girls' School was the first school for the Muslim 

girls established by Begum Rokeya in 1911. However after the Independence, Muslims 

ofindia have to adapt with the changing situation in the larger society though in a slow 

process. As a result the total situation of women literacy is disheartening except few 

states (i.e Tamilnadu, Kerala). In Tripura the l~teracy data on the Muslim women, as in 

India, is not available except 2001. Only 51.43 percent Muslim women are found 

literate against 64.91 percent women literacy in National level. 
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8.2. Education System in Tripura : 

The national pattern of 1 0+ 2+ 3 comprising ten years of secondary education, two 

years of higher secondary and three years of graduation degree has been followed in 

the education system ofTripura .. Prior to the primary, there are pre primary, Anganwadi 

and Balwadi centers for the children of 3 to 6 years old age group. The first stage of 

education or primary education is imparted in class I-V. The next higher stage of 

education is upper primary or Senior Basic imparted in class VI-VIII. The -secondary 

stage of education is in class IX and X. Tlie next two years, class XI and XII constitute 

the higher secondary or +2 stages. Facilities of vocational educational are available in 

some post secondary level of professional courses of different duration e.g. poly 

technical diploma and degree courses in arts and crafts, music, pharmacy science, law 

and certificate courses in different trades. On the other hand, the non governmental 

institutions and organizations are religious in nature. They are Ramkshriha Mission, 

Christian Missionary School and Madrasa. The Missionary and Mission schools follow 

the prescribed syllabus of State government and the Central government. Their medium 

of instruction is English and Hindi. The Madrasas are run by private fund as well as 

the Wakf fund but they have no prescribed syllabus for long days. Their medium of 

instruction is Bengali mixed with Arabic: The role of this institution to-the education 

of women is not at all countable. The over emphasis on Islamic education has probably 

kept them behind. The Non Formal Education Programme has been introduced in the 

state since 1986. The National Literacy Mission since 1988 and the work of Tripura 

Literacy Campaign as well as Post Literacy Campaign P.L.C. have become integral 

part of education system ofTripura. 

8.3. State of Muslim Women' Education in Villages and Towns : 

Within the educational structure said above, the state of education of Muslim 

women in villages and towns under study has been explained by their literacy status, 

levels of educational standard, number of enrolment and drop out with some case 

studies. The education status of Muslim women is related with their participation in 

general education as well as the Madrasa- education in the state. 
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However, the present study enquires into the community awareness and responsibility 

for religious education of girls and the application side of women's education, e.g., 

educational standard of working women. Enquiry is done about the won1en's 

participation, mainly as recipient in the welfare and development appro~ch of the 

government. 

8.3.1. Literacy Status: 

The data on Literacy Status of the Muslims under study has been shown in Table 

no. 8.1. The table shows that : 

i) The number of literate people is more than the number of illiterate people. Of 

total 5, 737 populations (above than five years), the total literates are 3,369 

(58.72%). The rest people 2,368 (41.28%) are illiterl'ltes; the highest number of 

literate persons is found in Udaipur town (69.53%) followed by Khilpara 

(68.65%),Agartala(64.43%), Yeajekhowra (55.60%), N.C. Nagar (55.19%) and 

at last Kailasahar ( 46.28% ). 

ii) The number of total female literates is lower than the number of male literates. 

They are 1,392 (50.97%) among total female population of 2,731 and the rest 

females 1,339 (49.03%) are illiterates. The-total numher of male literates is 1,977 

(65.77%) against 1,029 (34.23%) illiterates. 

iii) The number of total literates in villages are 1977 i.e. 58.40 percent and total 

literates in towns are 1,392 i.e. 59.18 percent; 

iv) The number of female literates is lower than that of males in all villages and 

towns. The female literates in villages are 51.33 percent villages and.50.45 percent 

in towns. 

v) Female literacy is highest at Khilpara (60 %) followed by Y7ajekhowra (49.66%) 

among the villages. In towns highest female literacy is found in Udaipur (59.45%) 

followed by Agartala (54.60%) and Kailasahar (39.85%); 

vi) Female literacy· is higher in villages than in towns and the difference in literacy 

of the \·ill age with the corresponding town is not negligible. 
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Table no. 8.1 
Literacy Status of the Muslims in Villages and Towns Under Study 

Name of 
Town & Population above 5 years 
Village 

Literate ·Illiterate Total Population 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male 
Femal 

Total 
e 

Village. No % No % No % No % No % No %. 

N.C. Nagar 460 61.50 322 48.13 782 55.19 288 38.50 347 51.87 635 44.81 748 669 1417 

Khilpara 314 76.21 216 60.00 530 68.65 98 23.79 144 40.00 242 31.35 412 360 772 

Yazekhowra 376 61.24 289 49.66 665 55.60 238 38.76 293 50.34 531 44.40 614 582 1196 

Total Rural 1150 64.82 827 51.33 . 1977 58.40 624 35.17 784 48.67 1408 41.59 1774 1611 3385 

Town 

Agartala 370 73.56 255 54.60 625 64.43 133 26.44 212 45.40 345 35.57 503 467 970 

Udaipur 230 78.23 151 59.45 381 69.53 64 21.77 103 40.55 167 30.47 294 254 548 

Kailasahar 227 52.18 159 39.85 386 46.28 208 47.82 240 60.15 . 448 53.72 435 399 834 

Total Urban 827 67.13 565 50.45 1392 59.18 405 32.87 '555 49.55 960 40.82 1232 1120 2352. 

Gross Total 1977 65.77 1392 50.97 3369 58.72 1029 34.23 1339 49.03 2368 41 .. 28 3006 2731 5737 
--

Sou"''et-: Fie.Lo( ..s+ucLy 
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"The empirical study points out the non-conformity of the present data on the 

Muslims of south district with that of the Census of 2001. In Khilpara, an outskirt 

village ofUdaipti.r district is more advanced than other Muslim populated villages of 

south district. But the present data on the literacy ratio of west district has conformity 

with that of the government census data e.g. the literacy rate in the west like Agartala 

municipal town and N.C Nagar village stands for 55.19 percent and 64.43 percent 

respectively. In rural- urban consideration, it is noted that Khilpara village is at the top 

in female literacy (60.00%) while Kailasahar Nagar Panchayat is at the bottom (39.85%) 

The low literacy status of women in Kailasahar Nagar Panchayat (which is also a 

district head quarter) compared to a remote village Yeajekhowra, is to be noted. This 

needs an explanation. In fact, Yeajekhowra village is a big and old village undisturbed 

in settlement pattern for the past years whereas some Nagar Panchayat wards like East 

Durgapur was severely affected by flood in the recent past. Many old residents left the 

locality. The agriculture of the yillagers was disturbed in every year until the dam was 

constructed to save the village. As a result of all these disturbances in the livelihood, 

remaining people are very poor in socio-educational development. Though they are 
l 

within walking ~istance from the main town, they are unable to utilize the urban facilities 

of education properly. Again, the otherNagar Panchayat ward, namely, town Kubjar 

was a part of village Kubjar in the recent past. It is yet to overcome the rural 

characteristics. 

8.3.2 Literacy and Educational Standard: 

The present study on Literacy and educational standard of the people (shown in 

Table no.8.2 and Table 8.3 is found divided broadly into two major categories like and 

Formal and Informal. 

Formal Education : 

Formal Education of the people under study is divided into six categories or levels 

viz. i) Primary or Junior Basic (1-V); ii) Middle school or Senior Basic (VI-VIII); iii) 

Secondary level (IX-X); iv) Higher Secondary (XI-XII); v) Higher Education 

(Graduation level) ; vi) Vocational or technical qualification. 
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N 
00 
V1 

Level of literacy 

Junior Basic 

Senior Basic 

Secondary 

Higher Secondary 

Under Graduate 

Post Graduate 

TechnicaiNocational 

In Formal 

Total Literate 

Total Population for 
Literacy 

N.C. Nagar 

No % 

145 21.67 

115 17.18 

28 4.18 

07 1.04 

03 0.44 

00 0.00 

01 0.31 

23 3.43 

322 48.13 

669 100.00 

Table no. 8.2 

Educational Standard of Women in Villages and Towns 

Khilpara Yeajkhowra Total Rural Agartala Udaipur Kailasahar 

No % No % No "(o No % No % No % 

53 14.72 145 24.91 343 21.29 83 17.80 24 9.45 65 16.29 

82 22.77 98 16.83 295 18.31 98 2.98 57 22.44 64 16.04 

31 8.61 34 5.84 93 5.77 42 8.99 46 18.11 17 4.26 

18 5.00 06 1.03 31 1.92 06 1.28 05 1.97 03 0.75 

19 5.28 03 0.83 25 1.55 08 1.71 14 5.51 04 1.00 

01 0.27 00 0.00 01 0.062 01 0.21 01 0.39 00 0.00 

01 0.27 00 0.00 02 0.12 01 0.21 01 0.39 00 0.00 

11 2.5 03 0.51 37 2.30 16 3.43 03 1.18 06 1.50 

216 60.00 289 49.66 827 51.33 255 54.60 151 59.44 159 39.84 

360 100.00 582 100.00 1611 100.00 467 100.00 254 100.00 399 100.00 
-- ---- --

Total Urban Gross Total 

No % No % 

172 15.36 515 18.86 

219 19.55 514 18.82 

105 9.37 198 7.25 

14 1.25 45 1.65 

26 2.32 51 1.86 

02 0.18 03 0.07 

02 0.18 04 0.15 

25 2.23 62 2.27 

565 50.44 1392 50.97 

1120 100.00 2731 100.00 
-



10 
00 
0\ 

Level of literacy 

Junior Basic 

Senior Basic 

Secondary 

Higher 
Secondary 
Under 
Graduate 
Post Graduate 

Technical/ 
Vocational 

In formal 

Total literate 

Total 
population for 
literacy 

N.C. Nagar 

No % 

146 19.52 

158 21.12 

82 10.96 

28 3.74 

25 3.34 

01 0.13 

02 0.27 

18 2.41 

460 61.50 

.:. 

748 100.00 

Khilpara 

No % 

55 13.35 

86 20.87 

69 16.75 

28 6.80 

58 14.08 

03 0.73 

08 1.94 

07 1.70 

314 76.21 

412 100 

Table no. 8.3 

Educational Standard of Men in Villages and Towns 

Yeazekhowra Total Rural Agartala Udaipur 

No % No % No % No % 

161 26.22 362 20.40 98 19.48 49 16.67 

103 16.78 347 19.56 133 26.44 66 22.45 

46 7.49 197 11.10 82 16.30 62 21.09 

17 2.77 73 4.11 10 1.99 16 5.44 

15 2.44 98 5.52 20 3.98 24 8.16 

02 0.33 06 0.34 04 0.80 05 1.70 
I 

02 0.33 12 0.68 05 0.99 02 0.68 

30 4.89 55 3.10 18 3.58 . 06 2.04 

376 61.24 115 64.82 370 73.56 230 73.23 
0 

614 100.00 1774 100.00 503 100.00 294 100.00 

Kailasahar Total Urban Total 

No % No % No % 

86 19.77 233 18.91 595 19.79 

74 17.01 273 22.16 620 20.62 

44 10.11 188 15.26 385 12.81 

10 2.30 36 2.92 109 3.63 

04 0.92 48 3.90 146 4.85 

0 0.00 09 0.73 15 0.49 

0 0.00 07 0.57 19 0.63 

09 2.07 33 2.68 88 2.92 

227 52.18 827 67.12 197 65.77 
7 

300 435 100.00 1232 100.00 
6 

100.00 



The data presented in Table no.8.2 shows that among total2, 731 female, only 515 

(18.86%) women are in primary level; 514 females (18.82%) in upper primary and 

199 females (7.29%) into Secondary level; only45 females (1.65%Y in Hr. Secondary; 

53 (1.94%) in graduation level ; the post graduates and the technical or vocational 

educated are less than one percent. In contrast, the Table no.8.3 shows that among 

total male 3006 literates, 595 (19.79%) in primary, 620 (20.62%) in upper primary, 

385 (12.81 %) in secondary, 109 (3.63%) in higher secondary, 146 (4.85%) in graduate 

level. The postgraduate and vocational educated men are found less than one percent 

(i.e. 0.49% and 0.63%). The data compared between 8.2 and 8.3 reveals that in almost 

all levels of education, women are behind their men. It affirms the cen~us report of 

Tripura, 2001, which says that literacy gap between male and female is high among 

the Muslims. 

In villages, the Table 8.2 shows that at N.C.Nagar, largest number offe111ale literates 

. is found in primary level followed by upper primary level. This feature is followed in 

two other villages also. In secondary and higher secondary level, Khilpara is ahead 

among the three. The Table 8.3 shows that except Yeajekhowra, the highest literate 

males are found in upper primary level. In towns, highest female literates are found in 

upper primary level of education in Agartala and Udaipur, but in Kailasahar it is-almost 

eq'ual in primary and upper primary level, similarly for men highest literate are found 

in upper primary level in both Agartala and Udaipur except Kailasahar where it is 

almost the same. 

In secondary and higher secondary level, the position of village and town in respect 

offemale and male education deserve to be mentioned. In each village, female literates 

in secondary level are much higher than that of higher secondary level and for each 

town, the same is followed. For man also the same scenario repeats in village and 

towns. In the Graduation level, a considerable number of females (5.55%) is found at 

Khilpara. In Postgraduate level and Vocational level also, Khilpara is ahead among 

other villages. Among the towns, In Kailasahar, the educational level of women is 

much low and sometimes it is worse than the corresponding village ofYeajekhowra. 

The percentage of women in higher secondary level is also very poor in Kailasahar in 
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comparison to other towns Though for every town, educational facility is available, 

the difference in educational status lies in the differences of their socio-economic 

status. 

8.3.3. Enrolment, Dropout and Stagnation: 

The_ Table 8.4 shows that the total number of never-enrolled girls is lower than 

that oi the boys. In other words, the number of girl students continuing study is higher 

-than that of the boys, hence logically the rate of drop out among girls is lower compared 

to the boys. It indicates that once the girls are enrolled,. they are found very sincere to 

continue study. In spite of all sincerity, majority of them cannot reach even the secondary 

level of education. 

Table no. 8.4. 

Enrolement and Drop out among the Muslim Children (Total) 
(6-14 years old) 

Sex Population Student Drop out Never 
Enrolled 

No. % No. % No .. % 
Female 833 616 73.94 37 4.44 180 21.61 
Male 901 636 70.69 49 6.44 216 23.97 
Total 1734 1252 86 396 -

Table no 8.5 shows that for the female child of 6-14 years, non enrollment is 

highest in Yeajekhowra among the villages; in towns non-enrolment of female child 

is highest in Kailasahar. It means that to get entry into enrolment is a problem for the 

girls in the north district. However, the dropout of girls is found i_trgest in the capital 

town of Agartala in west district. The explanation lies in the weak socio-economic 

· condition of the majority urban dwellers. It also shows that the drop out rate of girls is 

less than that of non-enrolment both in village and town. The Table no 8.5 ·shows the-

comparative status of each village and town of six study areas and the collective status 

of rural and urban in respect of education of girl child. The Table no. 8.5 and 8.6 
' 

present a comparative study from gender- point of view as well as rural urban point of 

view. A significant difference in drop out scenario for both girb and boys is found 

between village and town; drop out is much higher in town areas. This suggests that 

the gender biasness_ in education is not significant in primary level. 
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Table no. 8.5 
Enrolment and Dropout among the Muslim Girls in Villages and Towns 

(6 -14 Years) 

Name of Non Enrolled Drop out Student ·Total 
Villages/Towns 

No. % No. % No. % No. % 

N.C. Nagar 44 20.09 4 1.83 171 78.08 219 100 

Khilpara 10 11.63 2 2.33 74 86.05 86 100 

Yeajekhowra 46 22.33 2 0.97 158 76.70 206 100 

Total Rural 100 19.57 8 1.57 -403 78.86 511 100 

Agartala 28 20.59 15 11.03 93 68.33 136 100 

Udaipur 14 26.92 02 3.85 36 69.23 52 100 

Kailasahar 38 28.36 12 8.96 84 62.69 134 100 

Total Urban 80 24.84 29 9.00 213 66.15 322 100 

Total 180 21.61 37 4.44 616 73.95 833 100 

Table no 8. 6. 
Enrolment and Dropout among the Muslim Boys in Villages and Towns 

· (6-14 Years) 

Villages/Towns Non Enrolled Drop out Student Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 

N.C. Nagar 55 24.44 7 3.11 163 72.44 225 100 
Khilpara 10 10.42 1 1.04 85 88.54 96 10Q-
Yeajekhowra 62 28.70 5 2.31 149 68.98 216 100 
Total Rural 127 23.65 13 2.42 397 73.93 537 100 
Aqartala 35 22.29 18 11.46 104 66.24 157 100 
Udaipur 05 7.69 01 1.54 59 90.77 65 100 
Kailasahar 49. 34.51 17 11.97 76 53.52 142 100 
Total Urban 89 24.45 36 9.89 239 65.66 364 100 
Total (R&U) 216 23.97 49 5.44 636 70.59 901 100 

The rural-urban study shows that the ratio of non-enrolment (19.57%) and drop 

out (1.57%) of female students is lower in the villages compared to the towns (24.84% 

and 9% respectively). The largest number of non- enrolled children (boys) is found in 

Kailasahar (i.e. 34.51), followed by Yeajekhowra (28.70%). Drop out boys are found 

largest number in Kailasahar ( 11.97% ). From gender-point, the percentage of female 

students is better than that of the boys both in village and town (Table no. 8.6). There 

are significant statistical data for the study. 
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8.3.4. Case Studies on Enrolment of Muslim Students 

In Primary and Upper primary leveF 

To have a more distinct idea about the enrolment scenario of Muslim children, a 

survey was conducted on few schools, colleges and University situated in addition to 

the study of villages and towns . .The result is presented in the following Table no. 8.7, 

8.8 and 8.9. 

The investigation into the Enrollment Register of the N.C Nagar S.B School, 

(situated inN. C.N agar village), in 1999, shows that there is a good number of enrollment 

of girl students along with the boys in the primary level. In class V, they are more than 

60 percent and better than that of the boys also. But gradually, the number has decreased 

with a shock in the upper primary classes especially in class VIII. The number decreased 

from 14 to 03 in between the classes of VI to VIII. The tendency of drop out is present 

both for boys and girls from primary to middle level classes. 

Table no 8.7. 
Enrolment of Muslim Boys and Girls 

N.C. Nagar, S.B School, Sonamura, West Tripura, 1999 

Class Boys Girls Total 
Students 

No % No % No % --

I 51 56.04 40 43.96 91 100 

II 32 53.33 28 46.61 60 100 

Ill 31 39.74 47 60.26 78 100 

IV 23 51.11 22 48.89 45 100 

v 17 38.64 27 61.36 44 100 

VI 14 50.00 14 50.00 28 100 

VII 07 43.75 09 56.25 16 100 

VIII 12 80.00 03 20.00 15 100 

TOTAL 187 49.60 190 50.40 377 100 

However, the statistical data on the enrolment number of students in the primary 

level cannot be taken into the account of satisfaction. The Eighth Planning Commission 

of the state says: "The apparent high enrolment ratio is due to enrolment of over-age 

and under-age children at this (pry) Stage. The net enrolment ratio will be much less 

and well below· 100." (Sinha and others; 1996) The educationists are worried about 
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the condition of the primary education, which is, according to them, the most neglected 

area in the educational structure of the state. 

In Secondary and Higher Secondary level: 

The present data mentioned above (Table 8.2) suggests that less than half of the 

girls enrolled in primary school can reach to the secondary stage (7.25%) and then 

only 1.65 percent can contmue study in the H.S. level. The number and percent is 

something better among the urban girls than those of the village. Facility for girl's 

education in secondary classes is undoubtedly limited in village. Many villages like 

N.C. Nagar, Khilpara and Yeajekhowra have no girls' school. They are to study either 

in the co-ed arrangement or to go the girl's school of town. Under the same situation, 

many girls belonging to the scheduled caste and scheduled tribe, can avail the facility 

of secondary education, while the Muslim girls lag behind. The data on investigation 

into the present situation of the Muslim girl students in the Secondary and Higher 

secondary examination has been presented in the Table no. 8.8. It reveals that the 

number of Muslim girls appeared in the Secondary Examination is only 2.78 percent 

and passed out 2.19 percent. In case of Higher Secondary, only I girl among 185 

(0.54%) appeared and did not passed. In the same economic status, the S.C. or S.T 

girls have got an incentive for students-stipend and other facilities while the Muslim 

girls have not. If they would have the facility, the willing girl students could motivate 

their parents to s~nd them to school instead of engaging them in the thankless household 

works. Besides, it is noted that their stagnation in one class is frequently happened in 

the secondary and higher secondary classes due to the lack of proper guidance facilities 

for coaching in the main subjects. Muslim students, specially the Muslim girl students 

are to drop out in the secondary levels. Early marriage may be the result ofthe want of 

special facilities for them. which is a bare need for them. The Stipend facilities from 

the Wakf Board could not reach to many Muslim girls. 

The Table no 8.8 illustrates the position of Muslim girl students in a girls' school 

of the capita! town. In Bani Vidyapith H.S. School, Agartala for the present year 

2005, only 3 Muslim girls appeared in the Secondary Examination out of 108 total 

girls students and passed out only 2 out of 91. In Higher Secondary Examination, the 

J 
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case is more pathetic e.g. out of 185, only one is appeared but none passed out.The 

school is within walking distance from the Muslim dominated residential area i.e .South 

Ramnagar I 0. The report of this school shows the very poor enrolment of Muslim 

girls and high rate of drop out. 

Table no. 8. 8. 
Enrolement of Muslim Girls in Secondary I Hr. Secondary School 

(Bani Vidyapith H.S. School) Agartala, 2000 

Secondary Total no. Muslim 
Level Students Girls 

Appeared 108 03 (2.78%) 

Passed 91 02 (2.19%) 

Higher. Total no. Muslim 
Secondary Student Girls 
Level 

Appeared 185 01 (0.54%) 
-

Passed 164 Nil. 
Source: Office of the Bani Vidyapith H.S. School 

In Higher Education : 

In advanced countries, one half of the boys and one third of girls are capable of 

higher studies. So it is not wonder that the Muslims girls of Tripura have poor 

representation in higher studies. In the Hr education, women are poorly represented 

both in village and town. In the general Degree Colleges of Tripura. participation of 

Muslim students was very poor till nineties, as the number of female students did not 

come into percentage. An enquiry into the enrolment number of Muslim students in 

the biggest college i.e. M.B.B. College, shows that during the years of200 1 to 2003, 

only 16 male students and 6 females are found in the Arts Faculty of fifteen hundred 

students of the college. Muslim students are 1.4 7 percent approximately and majority 

ofthem are boys. In the limited seats of Science Faculties, they are often found two or 

three in number in one academic session. The girl students are found rare in Honors 

courses. In last two decades, only two Muslim girls are found as Honors students in 

the department of political science in M.B.B College. 

292 



In the technical and professional colleges. of Tripura, the Muslim students are 
-

very poor. For example, in the Government Law college of Tripura, there was only 

one Muslim male student admitted in 1998 and during the years of 1999 to 2003, there 

was none. Only in the session of2004 -2005, there are three boys and one girl student. 

The past enrolment register of the Law college recorded few names of Muslim male 

students though not frequently. · 

In the Regional Pharmacy Institute at Kunjaban, Agartala, the enrolment register 

during 1998 to 2005 reports that there are only two Muslim students from T-ripura and 

they are two boys of Khilpara village in Udaipur subdivision. There is no Muslim girl 

of Tripura though a number of Manipuri Muslim girls from Manipur have joined in · 

this Institute. In Tripura Poly Technique College at Narsingarh, Agartala, only five 

Muslim students are found in the enrolment register during last few years (1998-

2004) when the student's strength has increased from 88 to 225. Three of them were 

girls but only one has continued the study. Drop out of one girl as reported is due to 

financial strain of the family. Before 1998, few Muslim boys were admitted and passed 

the examination. Among 70 students of Women Poly Technique College, established 

recently in 2003, only one Muslim girl student is found there. 

The participation of Musli1n girls in Hr. education is presented in the enrolment 

record of the college register of a sub divisional college like Kazi Nazrul Mahavidyalaya 

located in Sonamura where Muslim population are nearly half of the total population. 

The following Table no. 8.9 shows that the percentage of Muslim students is 

fluctuating according to the number of other non- Muslim students who are larger 

than the Muslim Students. For the Session of 2005 to 2006, Muslim boys are 23.94 

percent of the total Boys (497), and Muslim girls are 20.56 percent ofthe total girls' 

students (248) of the college. There is 459 Muslim students in total out of 2,126 i.e. 

21.59 percent during seven years .. The Muslim girls are less than Muslim boys in 
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every year. It is a common feature. They are in number 127 out of 459 total Muslim 

students i.e. 27.67 percent. 

Table no. 8.9 
Enrolment of Muslim Boys and Girls in a Degree College, Sonamura 

· (1999 to 2006) 

Muslim Total No. %of 

Session Muslim Muslim 
Students of Muslim 

Boy Girl Total Students Students 
to Total 

1999-2000 32 14 46 223 20.62 

2000- 2001 35 15 50 194 25.64 

2001-2002 26 11 37 207 17.87 

2002-2003 37 08 45 252 17.86 

2003-2004 35 08 45 244 17.62 

2004-2005 . 46 20 66 261 25.29 

2005-2006 119 51 170 745 22.82 

Total I 330 127 459 2126 21.59 
Source: Enrolment Register of the K.N.M., Sonamura, Tripura (w) 

The enquiry into the enrolment figure of Post Graduate classes of Tripura 

University, Agartala, during 1998 to 2001, reveals the poor number of Muslim students. 

In different streams of Arts, Science and Commerce, they are only 26 and three of 

them are girls. It is also noted that though a number of students got admitted in theIST 

year class in 200 I, they discontinued from second year. In comparison to Muslim 

students, the students of S.C. community are more forward in Higher Education. It is 

reported however that the enrolment number of Muslim students has increased in the 

later years. 

8.3.5. Case Studies on Drop ou%irl students : 

To investigate the reasons of dropout among the Muslim girls, a few case studies 

are given below. This study speaks the truth that pardah or poverty is not the sole 

cause, rather the ethno-political and socio-cultural backwardness ar~ not less responsible 

for this. The cases are given below. 
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Case. 1. Saleha Begam, a teen-age girl of Udaipur belongs to a sn,1all family consisting 

of mother and one elder brother. The family migrated from Om pi Bazar to Town 

Sonamura located in Udaipur town, Ward no.8. Before the extremist disturbances 

they lived in their ancestral homestead at Ompi which is several Kms. away from 

Uadipur Town. At the village of Ompi, they had sufficient land property. But their 

present residence (homestead) is only 2 ~ Katha land that was purchased by her father , 

during his acute illness. He had suffered from T.B. and had to come frequently in 

Udaipur Hospital. However he passed away. Saleha had to stop her school. when she 

was in class IV in a Senior Basic School at Ompi Bazar. Her father was then alive, but 

due to frequent disturbance in the interior village ofOmpi including Ompi bazaar, she 

was stopped of school going. After the death of father, they had to shift immediately to 

their present residence. They have become poor because they have lost all their property 

and now there is no alternative source of income except the day labour of her elder 

brother of tender age. There is no other worki~g hand to bear the family. Her mother 

has spent all the savings saved from their original homestead. Tribal disturbances at 

last forced them to be rooted out from the original residence where they had no poverty. 

Her brother, who was studying in Secondary level, had to stop study. At present this 

young boy has to shoulder all responsibility of the family. Saleha is to take the lion 

share of household works but in the rest time she spends doing nothing. She says that 

there is no hope and scope to continue her break-off study. They are in financial hardship. 

They will not go back to regain all of their cultivable land at Ompi. According to her 

description, she can't forget the torture of the extremists in their village. Consequently, 

a cultivator-family has turned into a labour-class family. Now, Saleha with her mother 

and brother are waiting for her Saadi (marriage). 

' 1 
Case. 2. Nasima Bibi is born in a Bhuia-family of Chandrapur village ~itch is only a 

few miles distant from Uadaipur town. The family has a large quantity of cultivable 

land, i.e.20 acres. Nasima was a meritorious student ofChandrapur High School. She 

has obtained in the Secondary exam. first division. She has earnest will to study in 

college for higher education. But one of her elder brother, namely Iqbal Hossain who 

is a 'Maulana', did not allow her to study further Iqbal is adamant in his belief in 
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~"1/,,._,;J__.,If __ 
Pardah custom for woman. Nasima's old father1encouraged her so long to continue ,._ ' 

her stud:x could not override the decision of his Maulana-son. She is not even allowed I . 

to meet any visitor whether male or female. The present researcher could not talk with 

her. One of her brothers namely Jalal-uddii1 Bhuia, Arts graduates from Udaipur 

Government College, confessed to the researcher that he did not also protest against 

this negative attitude of his brother. Because he himself was a frustrated young man 

who did not find any job for ten years after his graduation. He is engaged in agriculture. 

He probably has lost hope for job in Tripura. Thus two elder brothers for two different 

reasons did not encourage Nasima. A promising Muslim girl has been sacrificed to the 

fundamental attitude and frustrated outlook of the family members .. 

Case 3. Khadija Begam a teen ager, is a daughter of Alkas Mia Choudhury. He is a 

school teacher in Sonamura. After Khadija passed the Secondary examination, she 

was stopped for further edu:ation. Still she is very much willing to continue study but 

her father is not allowing her to go to school. The reason lies in an affair ofher adolescent 

age. She has fallen in love with a young man ofN.C Nagar village. Though the boy is 

a graduate but he is unemployed. So Alkas Mia does not like to allow his daughter to 

mix with the boy whom he does not like. Apprehending something wrong for her 

future, he has stopped her schoor going for eleven classes. Being a teacher cum father, 

he is also found in mental agony. Whatever may be the fact, the girl is to discontinue 

her study, probably, forever. 

Case. 4. Halima Khatun, a teen-aged girl has stopped school going while she is in 

class V. Her father, Abdul Chattar is employed as a driver of Police Vehicles of Agartala. 

He has built a decent house at Jagaharimura by the help of his government job. He 

likes to see his children educated and thinks himself capable to run the educational 

expenses with the help of his ·decent· income. Halima did not like to continue her 

study in school. Abdul and his wife have tried enough to get their daughter attentive to 

study but failed. At last they have turned their attention to their other sons and daughters. 

Halima is asked about the reasons of her disliking in study. She says frankly her 

disinterest in study. Her performance in academic session is also not good. The main 

reason investigated by the present researcher is that she lags behind from her classmates 
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in academic progress due to the lack of non-coaching in the earlier classes and thus 

repeated stagnation in one class has created inferior feeling in her mind. She is not 

able to realize the value of education living in an environment of illiterate relatives 

and neighbors of the community. 

Case. 5. This is a case of silent girl_of 17 years old, residing in Yazekhowra, a village 

of northdistrict. Jyosna Be gam is drop out girl from school in secondary level. She did 

not speak a single word in spite of insistence of the researcher to hear her voice. All 

information was collected from her relatives and family members. They blamed the 

girl that she herself was responsible for her drop out and that she had no merit, no 

interest ior study .She is only interested to see the T.V, as they reported. Last year she 

failed in the annual exam. Her mother became anxious to get her married as soon as 

possible. Thus they arranged for her marriage and one proposal got final selection but 

only at L~1e last moment it went vain. Why she has not started her study again? The 

question remained unanswered. It is reported that on her way to the school some teenager 

boys teased her. Her parents are. not ready to face all these things at present situation. 

Quite earlier of stopping her study at school, the guardians, especially her mother 

started to look for a groom. This attitude and other adverse reactions from the 

-environment; probably, have made the girl so silent and frustrated looking. 

Case. 6. Md. Iarul h.khtar, a sixteen years girl is a resident of N.C. Nagar village 

(Karalimura) ofSonawura. She is the eldest daughter among six offspring ofher parents. 

Due to frequent pregnancies, the health of her moth~r has broken down and needs 

household help from daughter. Because of the burden of domestic chores, the grown 

up daughter, Iarul Akhtar has to drop out from school at class V. The day labourer 

father could not provide her any facility for continuing her education. The younger 

brothers and sisters go to madrasa and in other general schools, though irregularly. 

The main cause behind her drop out from school lies in the poverty, illiteracy and 

ignorance of modern way of living. 

Case. 7. Salma is the daughter of a school-teacher. They live at Boxonagar in Sonamura .. 

She has completed Secondary ex~mination and aspired for higher education. Her father 

Sahajan Miya likes to get his eldest daughter higher educated. She is a good student 
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and never failed in the class examinr..i.i·on. But her mother does not agree with this 

outlook. She is anxious for the education of other children- two daughters and son. 

She thinks that within such limited income of a primary school teacher, it is not possible 

to manage all the expenses of higher education. The other reason lies in the unfavorable 

situations around the village. It is reported that a friend of her who was a1so a very 

good student of the school, has eloped with a boy of below their status. That eloped 

girl has not only doom.-ed her career but also ruined her life. The girl is maladjusted 

with that boy and his family norms after marriage. So she might have come back. Tliis . 

type of incident is a threatening for the guardians ofthe adolescent girls. 

The daughter of Sahajan Miya is a pretty girl. She tries to coiwince her parents 

that she will not commit such mistakes. Though her father has trusted her, her mother 

doesn't. Sahajan Miya's first wife committed suicide leaving this daughter when she 

was only a two years baby. Sahajan married his wife's next sister for the well being of 

his beloved daughter. Though father has a very soft comer for the ambition of his 

eldest daughter, the situation does not favor her fortune. Her aspiration to study in 

Agartala College goes vain. The financial as well as the socio-environmental causes 

might have a composite result for her drop out. 

8.3.6. Informal Education: 

It means education earned through traditions and heritage of the group or 

community by the traditional or informal agencies and institutions. It has no formal 

certificate of recognition. It may be earned through religious scriptures and private 

coaching or by training in family occupation. There is no information of census data 

and no other source of secondary data on the number and percentage of Muslim women 

in different levels of this education. However, the present data furnished in Table no 

8.2 reveals that out of total 1392 literate women, a small percentage (2.20%) is just 

literate in the sense that they can only read and write their names in any language (e.g. 

Bengali, Urdu or Arabic) but do nothave any have any educational qualification as 

such. They are the informal literates either from the traditional muktab or·adult education 

centre initiated by the government. The percentage of male informal literates shown in 

Table no. 7.3, is better (i.e. 2. 92 %) than women as they have more scope for education, 
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especially in madrasa educati<;m. In rural-urban point, the percentage of informal female 

literacy is better in villages (2.30%) than in towns (2.23). Similarly for meri, it is 3.10 

percent in village and 2.68 prcent .. It is noted that in the informal literacy also, the 

Muslim are reserved in women's education. The literacy gap between male-female is 

started from here and it continues to all levels of education in village and towns 

Non-Formal education of recent time: It is to be noted that, a very insignificant 

number of non formal educated women and men are merged together with the informal 

educated persons. As a matter of fact, the state has launched National Adult Education 

Programme (N.A.E.P) in 1978-1979. There were 900 literacy centers under the central 

government scheme and one thousand centers under the state government scheme as 

per record of the gcwemment. The seventh Five year Plan covered adult literacy centre 

in the rural areas. So many women in the lower strata of the society have got the 

chance to be literate. In the nineties, Non-Formal Education Program was introduced 

in accordance with the N.P.E. and in 1986, this was run for those who are either drop 

out or never attended school. None of the present respondents availed this facility. The 

state launched the National Literacy Mission (N.L.M.) in May 1988 to eradicate 

illiteracy through the voluntary agencies and student volunteers were involved in this 

movement. The work of literacy mission (Tripura Literacy Campaign) continued in 

the end of nineties when the present field study was conducted on. The student 

volunteers as well as the present respondents admittedto the present researcher about 

the insignificance of its effect though they were ~nrolled in the centre, their presence 

was very irregular and what they learnt instantly, they forgot it at last. They can only 

write their names, but not know the entire alphabet. So it can be said that in the mission 

of government to eradicate illiteracy, Muslim women took least participation. Majority 

women were found literate from the family arrangement or unrecognized muktab which 

is only religion oriented·. Majority men also learnt from private muktab and madrasa 

and they did not learn any general subject of modem curriculum. As there is no 

permanent follow-up system of education, th~ beneficiaries can not continue learning 

when they become detached from the institution. The post literacy movement in Tripura 

also could not touch the people effectively. 
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Madrasa Education contributing Women's Literacy 

Once general education was not normally available to women but she had access 

to knowledge through religious literature. "Although formal literacy or writing 

capability was not nom1ally available, yet the access to knowledge was through religious 

literature..... Remarkably this trend of women's education is universal in both east 

and west" (Gerda Lerner: 1993, Basu: 2002). 

In Tripura Islamic education is dated back to 181h century but there is no rational 

development in Madrasa education and no liberal attitude towards education for girls. 

Unlike the Muslims of Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and some other states, the 

Muslims of Tripura shows very conservative outlook to the madrasa education for 

girls except the pre-primary level.. As a result, Muslim girls are only taught up to pre 

primary level viz. muktab education. They never get the chance to be educated in 

primary and upper primary level of madrasa education what is available for boys. 

When they are sent to the muktab at the age of six to ten, they learn up to "panch 

kolema"- the knowledge of primary religious book called "kaida", to read nan1az five 

times in a day, to read Hadish, to recite few "ayats" of the Quran in Arabic language 

etc. All the children of the community are supposed to have this minimum level of 
-

religious education. It is not an option but rather an imperative on the cpmmunity 

people; for a Muslim girl, this education is c0mpulsory especially in marriage time 

when she is married with a Muslim boy. One of+he objectives of this religious education 

is to prepare them able to learn the Quran and Hadith. A good number of girls in 

villages go to the muktab wearing formal dress covering head with the end of the 

scarf-· 'orna'; the boys wear fungi and 'tupi' (cap) on their head. In towns they may 
"· 

be found to go with casual dress. 

The present study reveals that both in towns and villages, Muslim girls are never 

sent to any distant and senior madrasa which are only for boys. They may drop out 

before the completion of muktab education. The economically well off guardians would 

like to arrange a private tutor- Ustadadji or Hujur for their daughter at home. Muslim 

widows were also found as private tutor of the Muslim girls. This is practically 

introducing them to the Islamic rituals. Not more than this. This indicates the negligence 
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·of religious education for girls. No Girls' Madrasa was found in Tripura so long. 

Recently the names of two girls madrasa are proposed to the government for recognition 

They are Ayesha Girls Madrasa at Kulubari, Sonamura and Begam Asmatun Nessa 

Primary Madrasa at Laxmibil, Bishalgarh in the west district. Boys are sent to high 

madrasa in West Bengal or Assam; they come back and get job in the muktab and 

madrasa. No girl is sent for such education and no woman teacher is found in any of 

these institutions. The community people do not expect from them any knowledge or 

certificate but they are expected only to obey the rituals and customs of the society. 

. As consequences, only a microscopic number of Muslim women ofTripura, both 

in town s:1d village were found able to read or recite the Holy books written in Arabic 

languages; it is not wonder that they do not understand the meaning of the contents. To 

read out the Quran is practiced by them in the Ramjan month only. Someone read out 

the select~d ayats of the Quran everyday and some women listen to her if they would 

have time after finishing all the daily works of the household. They read and listen as 

their religious duty. None of the women in present study know that the Bengali version 

of the Quran is available in Tripura or elsewhere. Some men only know about its 

availability in Bangladesh. Thus religious education of Muslim woman is neither 

complete nor in depth but only conventional and nursery standard. She is not expected 

to be scholar in madr~sa education. It signifies the less value of woman's education in 

the community. Recently, many muktab and madrasa have come under the 

modernization scheme of the government. Under the scheme, the madrasa are directed 

to teach the general subj.:=cts of English, Bengali, Mathematics, History, and Geography 

along with the traditional religious subjects i.e. the Quran, Hadith, Feka and languages 

like Arabic, Urdu and Farsi. To obtain the grants-in-aid, many institutions are trying 

to follow this scheme. So the poor girls, who do not get the chance of general education, 

may avail this. 

o.L-
8.4. Education} Standard of the Working Women. 

This is an attempt to link the literacy and occupation of women or to look into the 

application side of women's education. Despite the bulk of dependent females, only 

98 women have own independent source of income. Among total 98 earners, 30 
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(30.16%) are informal literate, 46 (46 39%) are formal literate and 22 (22.45%) are 

illiterate. The Table 8.10 shows the literacy standard of 81 women earners engageq in 

major five occupations. 

Table no. 8.10 
Educational Standard of Working Women 

Literacy standard Maid Day Govt. Cultivation Business Total 
Labour Service 

Illiterate 11 6 0 1 0 18 

Informal literate 16 3 2 4 2 27 

Up to Class-V 12 2 2 3 19 

Up to Class-VIII 01 3 1 5 

Secondary 2 2 

Hr. Secondary 2 2 

Graduation 4 4 

Post Graduation 2 2 

Technical 2 2 
/Professional 

Total 40 11 I 19 05 06 81 

.Qfthe rest 17 women, 5 are private tutors distributed into 2 informal literates and 

·1 Higher Secondary; 2 are studying in B.A. class; 2 beggars are illiterate; 1 surveyor 

is a graduate ; 1 pensioner is class VIII ; 3 renters are literates in primary level ; 1 milk 

woman is informal literate ; 1 Stipend holder reads in class VIII and another Stipend 

holder reads in secondary level ; 2 old age maintenance beneficiaries are illiterates. 

Thus out of 98, 22 are illiterates, 30 are informal literates and the rest minority 46 

women (46.94%) have formal education. 

It is to be mentioned that rent receiver, pensioner and beggar are not workers in 

the economic term 'unless they are engaged for some part of year in some economic 

activity'. These people in the present study are' obviously included in this category. It 

is clear from the data that a large number of earners have not obtained any formal 

education. Among 98 earners, 22 are illiterates, 29 are informal literates. So the women 

with formal education are only 47 in number (i.e. 47.96%). 
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8.5. Incentives For Girls' Education 

The status of women is very much linked with the raising of educational status, 

which ultimately acts as the key determinant of any sustainable development of the 

country. One of the indicators of development of a country is the increased rate of 

girls' participation in education. In fact, it is a hard task of every government to provide 

various financial incentives and training programmes for educational empowerment 

of girl students. Since the Sixth Five Year Planning, India government has been taken 

initiative and introduced many welfare programmes for the purpose An enquiry to the 

situation of Tripura state illuminates the community consciousness about the under 

privileged sections of the community, specially the women .. They have some 

suggestions to the government for its intervention and supports (Saptahik 

Jahan: 1996).Some important suggestions relating to education are: Modernisation of 

Madrasa education, ii) proportionate Reservation of seats in the Higher and Technical 

educational Institutions, iii) Stipend for Muslim girl- students iv) Girls school and 

Hostel for each subdivision of the district. All these need the government backing. So 

long they were not backed by any government policy. Recently, Tripura Government 

like the_Government of Kerala three decades ago has taken some welfare policies for 

the development of the religious minority communities ofTripura. Muslims being the 

largest minority of Tripura are found as largest beneficiaries among the minorities. 

The data collected from the Wakf Board are presented in the Table no. 8.11 to 8.15 

The Table shows that Muslim boys and girls students of primary and upper primary 

schools are aided financially on the basis of their merit i.e. scoring 55 percent marks in 

the school examination. The Table no 8.11 and 8.16 shows that the students of class II

VIII have been helped from the WakfBoard during 2001 to 2003. The boys and girls 

of any government and 'non-government school can avail this student stipend. The 

boys and girls in twelve sub divisions have obtained the stipend. The data indicates 

that though the number of girls' participation in education is increasing day by day, but 

not equal in strength with the participation of boys. The largest number of beneficiaries 

comes from Sonamura follo\Yed by Dharmanagar, Udaipur and Kailasahar. 

303 



Table no 8.11 
Muslim Girl~ as Stipend Holder un the Wakf Board (Class II- VIII)- 2001 

Sub-Division No. of Boys No. of Girls Total 

1. Sadar 84 79 163 

2. Khowai 4 1 5 

3. Sonamura 968 933 1901 

4. Bishalgarh 149 169 318 

5. S3broom 1 4. 5 

6. Belonia 35 28 63 

7. Amarpur 16 13 29 

8. Udaipur 339 308 647 

9. Kailasahar 282 268 550 

10.Dharmanagar 339 359 698 

11.Kamalpur 89 99 188 

12. Ambassa 00 01 01 

Total 2306 2262 4568 
(Rupees six lakhs ten thousand eight hundred only) 

Source: Tripur·a Wakf Board 

Table no. 8.12 
Muslim Girls Stipend Holder under the Wakf Board_(Class II~ Vlll) -2002 

-
Sub-Division No. of Boys No. of Girls Total 

1.Sadar 82 80 162 

2. Khowai 5 2 7 

3. Sonamura 963 925 1888 

4. Bishalgarh 140 159 299 

5. Sabroorn . 3 0 3 

6. Belonia 38 24 62 

7. Amarpur 18 14 32 

8. Udaipur 309 301 610 

9. Kailasahar 280 269 549 

1 O.Dharmanagar 331 329 660 

11.Kamalpur 91 98 189 

12. Ambassa 00 00 00 

Total 2260 2201 4461 
Source: Tnpura Wakf Board 
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Table no. 8.13 
Girls Stipend Holder under the Wakf Board (Class II- VIII) - 2003 

Sub-Division No. of No. of Total 
Boys Girls 

Sadar 129 112 241 
Khowai 4 3 7 
Sonamura 908 744 1652 
Bishalgarh 232 182 414 
Sa broom 8 3 11 
Be Ionia 64 39 103 
Amarpur 12 10 22 
Udaipur 338 300 638 
Kailasahar 200 171 371 
Dharmanagar 364 269 633 
Kamalpur 109 75 184 
Ambassa 00 00 00 
Total 2368 1908 4276 

Source: Tripura Wakf Board 

Table no. 8.14 
Stipend for the Madrasa Students - 2002 

Sub-Division No. No. Total 
of of 

Boys Girls 
Bishalgarh 9 5 14 
Sonamura 49 11 60 
Kailasahar 12 11 23 
Dharmanagar 79 81 160 
Total 149 108 257 

Table no. 8.15 
Stipend for the Madrasa Students 2003 

Sub-Division No. No. Total 
of of 
Boys Girls 

Bishalgarh 7 5 12 
Sonamura 57 11 68 
Kailasahar 40 6 46 
Dharmanagar 56 66 122 
Total 160 88 248 
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The boys and girls of any government or non-government school can avail this 

upto upper primary level. 

In case of madrasa education (Table 8.14 and 8.15), Muslim girls are aided along 

with the boys in the pre-primary level. But as the boys continue their education in the 

upper levels'ofmadrasa, they are the major beneficiaries. The difference is very much 

distinct especially in Sonamura in two consecutive years i.e.2003 and 2004. When the 

beneficiary boys are 57 and 49 in the respective years, the corresponding numbers of 

females are 11 and 11. 

Table No. 8.16 
Special Incentive Award for Girls (2003-2004) 

Name of Scheme 
Number 

Sl. 
No. for RM Students 

of Students 

2002·03 2003·04 

1 Special Incentive Award (for Girls) 167 273 

2 Book Grant 5,280 5,874 

r3 Pre Metric Scholarship 812 1,084 

4 Post Metric Scholarship nil 492 

5 Moulana Abul Kalam Azad Memorial Award 25 31 

Total 6284 7754 
Source: Directorate for Welfare of Religious Minorities. 

The data (Table no 8.16) shows that the government has taken some Special 

Incentive Award schemes to overcome the educational backwardness of the students 

belonging to the Religious Minority groups. There is no break up of the minority 

groups, but it is very easy to assume that the major numbers ofbeneficiaries are Muslims 

as they are the largest minority group. The Special Incentive Award scheme is 

exclusively for the Girl- Students. From the verbal report of the office, the girls are 

90% Muslims. The other scheme like pre-Matric and post Matric Scholarship indicates 

that majority students of the minority community become victim of stagnation in·these 

stages. The data of the present study has also found affirmative The special incentive 

scheme for the girls is a growing concern among the Development Functionaries, 

Planners and Activists for the development of girl child. 
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Findjngs 

The present study on the state of education of Muslim women is significant to 

unveil some important statistical data e.g. more literate persons than illiterate in the 

muslim community. The number of female literacy is also higher in villages than that 

of towns. It has become possible not only because of their good percentage in outskirt 

village likeKhilpara (60%) but also in the remote village like Yeajekhowra (49.66%). 

It seems that rural-urban factor is insignificant in the primary level of education. The 

socio-economic factors are important to determine the higher level of education of the 

people. 

As regards gender, the data on formal education of women reveals that in all 

stages of educational level, Muslim women are behind their men. The difference of 

gender-gap is more distinct in the higher classes. In informal education also there is 

nothing to ·be encouraging for women. So long the Madrasa education has proved to 

provide little contribution to the educational improvement of women. In the pre- primary 

stage, many of them go to ~uktab and learn the preliminary religious practices. After 

leaving the muktab, The madrasa education has little effect for them. So long there 

was no community arrangement for the upper level madrasa education for girls. Recently 

situation is going to change through establishing the separate madrasa for girls in 

primary level. 

In Formal education, the incidence of non-enrolment as well as drop out among 

the girls is lower than that of the boys in the age group of6 to 14 years age It means 

that gender-biasness in education is not dominant in the primary level. The availability 

of schools nearby the residence and free of cost education might have increased this 

number. The women of earlier generation suffered from the non availability of school 

in the village. The present data suggest that the educational scenario among the Muslims 

ofKailasahar town is very poor than any other town or village even the corresponding 

village of Yeajekhowra._ In contrast, Khilpara village is better in educational status. 

The difference lies "in the socio- economic position of the people. The poor 

representation in the higher le\·els of school both for male and female indicates socio-
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economic incapability of the Muslim students to get proper tuition or coaching class 

nearby of their residence. The boys. may go to the distant places for tuition but it is 

more or less impossible for the Muslim girls in the village and even in the town. The 

difference of drop out between male and female is insignificant. The scope of earning 

attracts the boys more than to continue in the schools. The girls are supposed to be the 

helper of mother in domestic works. The number of non-enrolment and drop out is the 

outcome of some B.P.L. Muslim families. Obviously a link between poverty and non

enrolment can't be denied. Though early marriage and pardah system are held 

responsible for their low level education, but it is observed that the lack of proper 

·guidance. and coaching, the children ofbackward families are to drop out in the upper 

primary level or in the secondary level. This failures and stagnation affect their progress 

of education. It is also observed that lack of infrastructure in many schools has a 

negative effect on the students. Above all the drop out case studies reveals another 

dimension i.e. socio-political or ethno-political atrocities inflicted upon the people of 

Tripura since the eighties. 

The reasons behind drop out and enrolment are : 

i) Lack of favorable environment for education at home i.e. large size of family, 

pardah restriction, early marriage, poverty etc. 

ii) Lack of proper institutional, existing unfavorable atmosphere of the schools i.e. 
no regular class, dearth of teacher, lack of the teachers of worth and want of 
discipline. 

iti) Apathetic attitude among the guardians about girls' education i.e . ..:xpense for 

education of girls is thought as wastage of money, lack of persuasion for study 

among the students themselves etc. 

iv) Stagnation in classes- frequently in the secondary level which means no 

promotion in the next class; lack of coaching centers I tutorials home nearby. 

v) · Lack of motivational activities or social service in favour of education in the 
community. 

· vi) At last but not least, many failures of the government during three decades, to 

save the life and property of the people in the ethno-political disturbed areas. 
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The sufferings of the internally migrated people are not less than the migrated 

people from foreign country. None can deny that women and children become main 

victim in any catastrophe of the society. Therefore, A non- conventional outlook of the 

community people as well as the government is the need of the day. 
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