
CHAPTER- TWO 

THE PEOPLE AND THE STUDY AREA : AN OVERVIEW 

The present chapter has been subdivided in two sections. The first section 

deals ~th the general information about the Lepchas obtained from census, existing 
---._:,-

literature or -other subsidiary -sources. In the second section, we have tried to 

introduce our study area with the help of survey data. 

2.1 THE PEOPLE 

The basic purpose of the present section is to introduce the Lepchas whose 

social formation we have intended to identify. The name of the community, area of 

inhabitation, history of the land and people, demographic profile etc., have been 

detailed out here. 

2.1.1 NAME OF THE COMMUNITY 

Generally speaking most tribes in the world are known by two sets of names 

- (i) exoethnonym, the name by which the neighbours or outsiders recognise the 

tribe and remain popular in the outside world and (ii) endoethnonym, the name the 

tribe use to identify themselves. Lepchas are no exception to this and there are 

various explanations to these two sets of names among the scholars and writers. 

Without entering into the controversy which may unnecessarily detain us let us 

accept their exoethnonym. Be whatever it may be for all practical purposes the 

community is recognised by their exoethnonym. E:ven some of them use it as their 

surname. The Constitution of India for its classificatory purpose into the category of 

Scheduled Tribe recognise the community by its exoethnonym. 
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The exoethnonym of the community under consideration is Lepcha. Their 

endoethnonym is Mutanchi Rongkup Runkup or in short Rong which means the son 

of the snowy peak, the son of God. This may be related to the tribal attribute of 

'common name' [Morgan; Singh Grewal,l992 : 5] and original and oldest 

inhabitants of the land [Pathy,l984: 6]. 

2.1.2 BOUNDARY OF LEPCHA INHABITED LAND 

From various sources both written and oral, hearsay accounts and folktales, 

customs and tradition, R.N. Thakur [p.37] demarcates the boundary of Lepcha land 

in the older days. In the north it was extended ~Pto Kanchenjunga while Jalpaiguri in 

the south. In the east it was extended upto river Rudok at Paru valley under the Ha 

province of Bhutan and the western boundary was spread upto Ruchong and Runga 

(Arun and Tambur) river making boundary with Nepal. Lyangsong Tamsang opined 

that Lepcha land was extended upto Titalia now in Bangladesh. Titalia is a Lepcha . 

word means 'to retreat'. In a battle between Sikkim Raj and Nepal Raj, the Lepcha 

battalion chased th~ Gorkha force upto Titaliya from where they hru:l to come back. 

Lepchas used to call their own land Ne Mayel Lyang or Maya/ Lyang- the land of 

the holy and eternal purity having the rule of the honourable people. 

. . 
The observation of different scholars and authors [like Dozey, O'Malley, 

Donaldson, Bell, Mainwaring etc.] regarding the intimate relation of Lepchas with 

all the animate and inanimate objects of Sikkim Himalayas, unequivocally establish 

that Lepchas are the indigenous people o[ the region. They were compictdy 

dependent on forest for their day to day life and were using land _without any 

restrictions imposed from any side. But the indigenous group had been overran by 
,· 

different alien communities like Tibetan, Bhutanese, Europeans, Nepalis etc., in 
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different periods of time. In the process they have been scattered, cornered and 

become minority in their own land. 

·At present, Lepchas, the a_utochthonous people of the Eastern Himalayas, 

spread over the hilly ·regions of Darjeeling, Sikkim, Eastern Nepal and Western 

Bhutan. Majority of them reside in Sikkim; in Darjeeling spatial concentration is 
. . ·:.-_· -_-··:·.:~~~~~:;:.~ . . .· - ·.~/.::--_~·-!-::.~-:_ .. ,·_ ... · 

found in Kalimpong sub-division; in Bhutan and Nepal the proportion of Lepchas 

are very negligible. 

2.1.3 SHORT IDSTORY OF THE PEOPLE 

The spread of Lepcha population over the three different countries India, 

Nepal and Bhutan, is not due to their migratory character but due to the political 

history of the region. Political change and corresponding reshuflling of boundaries 

forced the Lepchas to be ruled by different authorities at different times or at the 

same time by different authorities at different places. Let us discuss in brief the 

political change in the region historically and see how the Lepchas in their own lahd 

got separated among themselves. 

Lepcha king Turvey or Turvey Punu (king), the notable figure in· Lepcha 

history reigned the Ne Maya! Lyang during 1420 approximately. After Turvey Punu, 

another if not the last leading spiritual figure was Thi-Kung-Tek. The 'Blood Treaty' 
·--. ~-

signed between Thi-Kung-Tek and Khye-Bumsa, Tibetan counterpart, paved the way 

for long lasting Tibetan suzemity over Sikkim. This treaty ultimately paved the way 

for Phuntso Namgyal who officially ascended the throne of Sikkim in 1642. The 

historical Blood Treaty, thus, coolly arrested the Lepchas, the yeoman of the soil, 

under the reign of the Tibetans, the first alien ruler of the region: 
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With some ups and downs in their relation with the monarch, Lepchas were 

still inhabiting in their own land obviously under the rule of Namgyal dynasty, the 

Tibetan rulers. The first artificial cleavage between Lepchas of Sikkim and 

Kalimpong_ was made by the Bhutanese. Bhutan attacked Sikkim and fought with 

Lepcha king Punu Gaeboo-Achyok at Damsang area and ultimately occupied the· 
.• ' . ' • '•; -~: ~ • • • • . •. • ·:· :: !. '·. 

. -~ . ~, 

entire land including the Kingdom from 1700 to 1707. Later on at the request from 

Dalai Lama, the religious supreme of Bhutan and Sikkim, Bhutan returned from 

Sikkim but refused to evacuate the Damsang area i.e. east ofTeesta presently known 

as Kalimpong. Thus, since 1707 Lepchas of Kalimpong permanently came under the 

Bhutanese rule while the Tibetans ruled their brothers and relatives on the other part 

ofTeesta. Lepchas, although ruled by the Tibetans, were the dominant community in 

Si~im while in Bhutan their proportion was very negligible and were treated 

second class citizen by the ruler. 

The third division among Ute Lepchas ofSikkim occurred in 1835 through an 

agreement between the East India Company and the King of Sikkim. Through this 

agreement, the Rajah of Sikkim presented Daijeeling to the company out of 

friendship to construct a sanatorium for the British soldiers. All the lands south of 

the Great Runjeet River, east of the Balasur, Kahail; and Little Rangeet Rivers, and 

west of Rungno and Mahanuddi Rivers came under the control of East India 

Company. This grant not only further divides the Lepcha land but also its inhabitants 

particularly the Lepchas. This political division again segregated Lepchas in their 

own land. The Lepcha as a community came under three different alien rulers -

Tibetans in Sikkim, Bhutanese in Damsang area and British in Darjeeling area. 
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The fourth political reshuffling occurred in 1865 when Kalimpong and the 

adjoining areas were taken over by the British from the Bhutan through a war. The 

British Company administered the entire area of Darjeeling including Kalimpong 

from its Head quarter at Darjeeling. · Due to this political change, Lepchas of 

Kalimpong and Darjeeling areas came under the same political authority. But some 
,•<:::::.,~~~*~{:~:~~---~• ,r•' •:;.-·:•:·,,~·.>:.',.'',: ~·:: ~,,··:;,/~.::-·::~: 

. Lepchas across the boundary on the Bhutan still remain under the rule of Bhutanese. 

They still remain separated from their counterpart residing in present Darjeeling 

. including Kalimpong and Sikkim. Lepchas in Bhutan became insignificant 

· comapred to other community. At this stage also three foreign rulerS- Tibetans in 

Sikkim, Bhutanese . in Bhutan and Britishers in Darjeeling including Kalimpong 

· ruled Lepchas. 

Another political change occurred in August 1947 when India acquired 

independence. In the state of West Bengal Lepchas remained insignificant 

(population wise). Even in their own homeland Darjeeling, by this time they became 

minority due to the then British policy of inviting Nepalese from Nepal. Calcutta or 

Delhi became the administrative headquarter for the Lepchas ofDarjeeling, Gangtok 

for Lepchas of Sikkim and Thimpu for the Lepchas of Bhutan. Lepchas have no role 

at all to play in any of these administra,tiv~ headquarters. 

It has been reported that some Lepchas are residing along the western part of 

Bhutan where the country boarders with Kalimpong sub-division of India. But no 

details .regarding the strength of population,. attitude of the monarch towards the 

community, role of the community in administration etc. are available. Hence, we 

leave any further discussion on Lepchas of Bhutan by recongising their presence in 

that country. 
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Lepchas witness another political change when the state of Sikkim from its 

monarchical rule merged with India as a separate state in 14th May 1975. Sikkim, is 

the only state in India where majority of Lepchas reside. But their population 

compared to the_ total population of the state is not_ appreciable because of 

immigration of Nepalese and Tibetans during the monarchical rule. Considering the 

original homeland of Lepchas, the state of Sikkim has reserved Dzongu, an area of 

15,845 hectares specifically for the Lepchas. No other community, tribal or non-

tribal, are allowed to reside permanently in Dzongu. In true sense, Dzongu is the 

present day Maya/ Lyang for the Lepchas where land had not been alienated to any 

other community. They also use their own language at home and observe most of 

traditional customs and culture. The total area under the present day Maya/ Lyang 

thus confined to 15,845 hectares with a population of7745 including3414 seasonal 

labour from Nepal as per 1981 census. Dzongu falls in the north district of Sikkim 

which is bounded by Nepal in the west, Tibet in the north and other three districts of 

Sikkim in the south. Lepchas of Sikkim, thus, politically changed from monarchical 

rule to a democratic process. But they are under the same union government like 

those of Darjeeling areas. At this stage Lepchas were residing in India in the states 

ofWestBengal and Sikkim. 
' 0 

In the recent past Lepchas of Darjeeling district had to face another change 

when the three sub-divisions came under the direct administration of Darjeeling 

Gorkha Hill Council (DGHC) since 1988. After voilent agitation, DGHC was 

formed through democratic procedure within the state of West Bengal. In case of 

policy making and administration, Lepchas ofDarjeeling are at present in a different 

position than the Lepchas in Sikkim. Here in Darjeeling under DGHC, Lepchas are 
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facing Panchayet at the village level, DGHC at the district level, State Government 

at the state level and ultimately the Central Government at the all India level. 

Beside all these, since long past some Lepchas are residing in Ilam areas of 

Nepal. Ilam is situated on the extreme eastern Nepal bordering with Darjeeling and 

. Sikkim. 

' 
Three arguments may be put for the existence ofLepchas in Nepal. Firstly, it 

may be inferred that once upon a time the Lepcha land, Maya/ Lyang might have 

been extended up to Ilam. Several attacks by the Gorkhas and counter attacks by the 

Lepchas or Namgyal Dynasty constantly changed the geographical boundary of both 

the monarchical states of Sikkim and Nepal. History of the region also witnessed a 

number of wars organised mainly by the Gorkhas to encroach the neighbouring 

lands. The Sikkim Puttee Rajah presented the Lepcha populated areas of Ilam might 

have been seized by the Gorkhas from Sikkim before the Darjeeling area to East 

India Company in 1835. All the lands of Ilam including its inhabitants, thus, 

separated from their fellow countrymen in Darjeeling and Sikkim areas and were 

controlled by the monarchical rule of Nepal. Secondly, the simple Lepchas of Maya/ 

Lyang particularly Damsang areas could not resist the constant oppression by the 

Bhutanese from the east. Bhutan occasionally plundered these areas and took away 

both the assets and women to Bhutan. In search a safe place, a group of peace loving 

common Lepchas might have migrated towards the west and took shelter in Ilam 

areas which is far away from Bhutan .. Thirdly, traditionally Lepchas used to practise 

shifting cultivation. In the slash and bum method they usually cultivate a plot of 

land for 3-5 years and left it vacate to allow jangle to grow for the next 8-10 years. 
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In the process of shifting from one place to another, a group of Lcpchas might have 

been stayed back and settled permanently in Ilam areas of Nepal. 

The above discussion on short history of the Lepchas brings two things to 

note in connection to their tribal social formation. The evidence of the rule of some 

kings in the Lepcha history negates their tribal social formation. The kings like 

Turvey Punu (1420), Thi-kung-Te~ (1600), Gaeboo-Achyok-Punu (1700) and 

perhaps others showed the presence of monarchical rule in traditional Lepcha 

society. But politically tribes deny the existence of such king but there may be some 

chiefs 1 who may collect some revenues and protect the fellow tribes from external 

attacks. Secondly, Maya! Lyang, the traditional Lepcha dominated geographical area 

supports the tribal attribute of territorial boundary2 for the Lepchas. In the earlier 

days, the entire region (Sikkim, Daijeeling hills, east of Nepal and west of Bhutan) 

where the Lepchas are found at present might have been ruled by the same Lepcha 

chief. In course of time, Lepchas lost their land to the neighbouring countries 

through war or negotiations. The rule over the region went on changing constantly 

and different political authorities rule the Lepchas on their own land. But the 

specific geographical area fulfills one of the basic attributes of Lepcha tribal social 

formation. 

1 Tribes deny any organised political party among them. Even their country need not be ruled by any 
king or like the same person. "It may, or may not, have a single chief or a few elders who may wield 
more or less power within the community." [Nayek, 1988 : 36] 

2 Andre Beteille outlined some boundaris, which demarcate certain limits of interaction in any tribal 
society. Geographical boundary is one such important aspect, which can differentiate tribes from non
tribes. While defining tribe Beteille ( 1971) writes that "tribe is a society the members or which have a 
common territory." [Beteille : 10-11]. In other words, "there should be a comparative geographical 
isolation of the people with others". [Nayek, 1988 : 33]. "A community, however small it may be 

. remain in isolation from the other communities with in a gedgraphical region." [ Enrenfels as quoted 
byNayek,1988: 36]. 
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2.1.4 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 

Without . demographic details, the study of any community remams 

incomplete. But no systematic records of population over the three countries (India, 

Nepal and Bhutan) are available and whatever information available are scanty and 

collected by different authorities at different point . of time. However, no 

demographic details are available for the country of Bhutan. In Nepal; Lepchas are 

considered as 'minor ethnic group'. Their total strength as per 1991 census is 4,826 

which constituted 0.03 per cent of total population. [Niroula,1998: 15-56]. 

The demographic profile of Lepchas are available for India and Sikkim only 

after Britishers occupied the region. Lepcha population remained scanty from the 

very beginning. When Britishers first came in the place they fourid the land 

inhabited only by Lepchas. On 1st Feb., 1835 when Darjeeling was handed over to 

East India Company by the Sikkim Puttee Rajah, "there was a collection of 20 huts 

with a population of 100 souls" [Dozey, 1916: .48]. When Kalimpong was annexed 

by the Britishers from Bhutanese in J 865, it had a population of 1200 souls but no 

specification ofLepchas are available. 

The following table 2.1 shows Lepcha population for the state of West 

Bengal and Darjeeling. 
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Table: 2.1 

Lepcha Population : West Bengal and Darjeeling District by Census year
3 

LEPCHA POPULATION 
West Bef!gal Dar_ieeling 

Year Total Ten years Total %ofW.B. 
.. P~ulation 

1872 3952 - 3952 100.00 
1881 26 - NA -
1891 9717 +2882.5 9717 100.00 
1901 10052 +335 9972 99.20 
1911 9842 -210 9706 98.62 
1921 9669 -173 9669 100.00 
1931 12719 +3050 12101 95.14 
1941 12468 -251 12468 100.00 
1951 13430 +962 13168 98.02 
1961 15309 +1879 14510 94.78 
1971 14568 -741 13536 92.92 
1981 23409 +8841 22749 97.18 
1991 27888 +4449 26920 96.53 

Sources: 

1. For the period 1872 to 1951, Census oflndia West Bengal 1951, P.115 

2. For 1961, Census of India, West Bengal Part V-A (ii) Special tables on Scheduled Tribe 
1961. 

3. For 1971, Census of India, West Bengal. Special Table on Scheduled Tribe 1971. P. 
268. 

3 Demographic details of West Bengal many a times confusing and information vary with the 
variation of sources of data. For example, J.H.Hutton ( ed) Census oflndia, 1931 (P-548) shows the 
following doubtful Lepcha population ofBengal. 

Years 1931 
Lepchas in Bengal 25,780 

1921 
18,690 

1911 
18,874 

1901 
19,451 

1891 
15,507 

While A.E.Porter in his_ census of India 1931 shows the following figure of Lepchas for Bengal and 
Sikkim [P-244]. · · -
Years 
Lepchas in Bengal 
Darjeeling 

1931 1921 1911 1901 1891 1881 
25,161 18,690 18,737 19,371 15,479 -
19,909 20,916 17,053 15,693 14,145 7,018 

1872 

3,157 

Census of India 1961, village survey Monograph on Upper Pedong of Darjeeling [P-53] 
shows Lepcha population in Darjeeling for the year 1961 as 14.91 0. 

As against all these, the Lepcha Association in Aachuley VoU.No.21999 [P-3] claimed that 
there are approximately 70,000 Lepchas inhabiting in the district. It is also informed by Loden 
Lepcha, the General Secretary Mopelnoboo Totkat, the Lepcha Youth Wing, that they could collect 
by this time around 36,000 Lepchas from the two blocks of Kalimpong sub division for the year 
2000. 
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4. For 1981, Census of India, West Bengal. Series- 23 Part IX (IV) ~pccial Tables for 
Scheduled Tribes. PP. 78-90. · 

5. For 1991, Information received over telephone from the Ollice of Census Operation, 
Calcutta, West Bengal. 

In the state of West Bengal, Lepchas are concentrated in the district of 

Darjeeling since the by gone days. But their per centage in their own homeland 

compared to the total population of the district is not at all notable. Due to large · 

number of immigration, the Lepchas in their own -homeland become such a 

negligible fraction of the total population that a comparative study of Lepcha 

population vis-a-vis the total population of the district is worthy to mention here. 

Table- 2.2 

Total population vis-a-vis Lepcha population of Darjeeling 

Year Total Population of Lepcha Population Percentage of Lepcha to 
the District total population 

1901 249117 9772 3.92 

1911 265550 9706 3.65 

1921 282748 9669 3.41 

1931 319635 12101 3.78 

1941 376369 12468 3.31 

1951 445260 13164 2.95 

1961 624640 14510 2.32 

1971 781777 13.536 1.73 

1981 1024269 22749 2.22 

1991 1299919 26920 2.07 

:' ~:: Source : · 

1. For 1901 to 1971; Sumit Ghosal, P.26 

2. 1981-1991; Census oflndia 1991 series 26 Part Xll-B, District Census Handbook. Census 
oflndia - 1981 , West Bengal. Series - 23, S pecial/stahar Sff. 

The percentage of Lepcha population to total population of the district of 

Datjeeling remained very negligible from the beginning of the last century. In 

percentage term their proportion is also decreasing over the decades. But when the 
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Britishers came m this reg1on, they found that the majority of population were 

Lepchas. 

Lepchas of Sikkim 

Any study on Lepcha remains incomplete if we do not take into account the 

case of Sikkim where the majority of Lepchas reside in the greater part of their 

original homeland, Maya/ Lyang. The following table 2.3 shows Lepcha population 

vis-a-vis other population in the state of Sikkim during the last half of nineteenth 

century. 

Table- 2.3 

Lepcha population and other population in Sikkim 

Year Lepcha Bhutia Limbu Other Total 

1840 3000 2000 - - -
1875 2500 1500 1000 - 5000 

1891 5762 4894 3356 14012 30458 

Sources: 

1. For 1940. A. Campbell. 'Note on the Lepchas of Sikkim with a vocabulary of their 
language'. Journal of Asiatic Society ofBengal IX. Part I, Calcutta 1840. 

2. For 1875, Richard Temple. 'Two Diaries of Travel in Sikkim.' Article in S.K. Sharma 
and others (ed). Encyclopedia ofSikkim and Bhutan, Delhi 1997. · 

3. For 1891, The Gazetteer ofSikkim by H. Risley, Bengal Govt. Secretariat Calcutta. 

It is difficult to explain how Lepcha population has decreased by 500 

members during the period 1840 - 1875. Both Campbell and Temple had collected 

information on individual levels and there might be some infomiation gap and 
/ 

limitations in collecting population figures by the sources at their personal level. 

Any way, it is .to note that Lepchas in both the individual sources constituted the 

single largest population in the demographic structure of Sikkim in the early days. 
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Table- 2.4 

Lepcha population in Sikkim 

Year Lepcha Population Ten years 

1891 5762 -
1901 7313 +1551 

1911 9031 +1718 

1921 9021 -10 

1931 13060 +4039 

1941 12523 -537 

1951 13756 +1233 

1961 - -
1971 22316 +4280 

1981* 23234 +918 

1991 29854 +6620 

Source: 

Note: 

I. For the period 1891, The Gazetteer of Sikkim by H. Risley, Bengal Government 
Secretariat Calcutta, 1894. 

2. For the period 1901 to 1951, Census oflndia, West Bengal, 1951. 

3. For the period 1971-1991, Government of India, Language Division. 

* K.S. Singh (ed.) Peoples of India (1994) P.689 shows Lepcha population in Sikkim for 
the year 1981 as 24952 which is 1718 head more than that shown by language division, 
Govt. oflndia 

Table 2.4 shows that the Lepcha population in Sikkim remained at slightly 

higher level than those of in West Bengal throughout the-census period. Like that of .. 

. in West Bengal, Sikkim also witnessed negative growth of population during 1921 

and 1941. but as· a whole the growth rates are higher in Sikkim than those in West 

Bengal. 
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Inspite of insignificant number ( 14 as per 1971 Census) of population, 

Lepchas have been recognised as ST in the state of Tripura. 4 It is a known fact that 

Tripura due to political and other reasons in most of cases follows West Bengal and 

hence recognised Lcpchas as ST without considering much about their demographic 

details. 

4 In Tripura, Lepchas are included as one of the 20 tribes who are recognised as Scheduled Tribe in 
the state. The total number ofLepcha.population in the state has increased from 7(as per 1961 census) 
to 14 (as per 1971 cens1-1s). Census document (1971) shows that Lepchas live in two distriCts: West 
Tripura district (total number I 0) and South'Tripura district (total number 4). Following table shows 
negligible proportion of Lepcha population compared to the total stren~h of tribes in the state and 
their proportionate variation over the decade. 

All tribes 
Lepcha 

Statement of S. T. and Lepcha population in Tripura : 

1961 
360070 

7 

Population 
1971 

450544 
14 

Percentage Variation 
between 1961-1971 

+ 25.13 
+ 100.00 

Source : Census oflndia - Tripura 1971. Social and cultural Table - Part II C(i) 
V.A. Special Tables on SC, ST. Govt. oflndia. P-22. 

It is evident that inspite of 100 per cent growth of Lepcha population in Tripura during the 
decade 1961-1871, their proportion compared to the total tribes in the state remain as negligible as 
0.0031 in 1971 compared to 0.0016 in 1961. Over the decade there has been a marked change in 
religious faith. among the Lepchas in Tripura. In 1961 majority of Lepcha {71.43 per cent) were 
Buddhist. A large percentage of Lepchas have converted into Christianity from both Hinduism and 
Buddhjsm. The following table shows percentage distribute of Lepchas by religion over the decade 
1961-1971. 

Percentage distribution of Lepchas by Religion in Tripura 

Year 
1961 
1971 

Source: Ibid. P-130. 

Total 
100 
100 

Hindus 
71.43 
57.14 

Buddhist 
28.57 

Christian 

42.86 

In Tripura 35.71 per cent Lepchas are literate. The percentage of literacy is more among the 
inale (80 per cent) than among the females (20 per cent). The following table shows educational 
status ofLepchas in Tripura. 

Education among the Lepchas in Tripura- 1971. 

Male 
10 

· Population 
Female Total 

4 14 

Source : Ibid. P-18. 

Male 
6 

Illiterate 
Female 

3 
Total 

9 
Male 
4 

Literate 
Female Total 

I 5 

. Census document reveals the maximum educational standard among the Lepchas in Tripura 
is Principal/Junior Basic level. This low education is closely connected with their industrial 
classification. Out of 6 persons engaged on different activities, 2 are engaged in construction, 1 in 
transport, 3 on other services. Out of remaining 8 non-worker 4 are male and 4 are female. 
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Census documents on Lepcha population for both West Bengal and Sikkim 

reveal a sort of erratic behaviour and hence unacceptable. The presence of negative 

growths (in the decades of 1921 and 1941 both in West Bengal and Sikkim and in 

191 1 and 1971 in West Bengal) make the population figure very much doubtful. 

This erratic behaviour nee~ i!ldebt study which is beyond the scope of the present 

study but some should take up. th~ matter seriously.· Surprisingly some scholars 

[Das,1978: 28-35; Ghosal,1990: 23-28] go on narrating such doubtful data without 

even mentioning any single word about their creditability. It is so much so that some 

scholars [Thakur,1988: 62-66, Lepcha,1979: 162-166],5 go on finding the causes of 

such slow growth. The apministration for known causes are least bothered and 

remained silent. The community neither at any individual level nor at Association · 

level ever put any protest against such an unrealistic document. This ignorance can 

simply be defined as a tribal character of accepting every thing without judging and 

protesting among the Lepchas. Ignoring every thing we here just note about the 

insignificant proportion ofLepcha population in their own homeland. 

2.1.5 INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION OF LEPCHA POPULATION 

Data on industrial classification of Lepchas are available with the years · 

1961, 1971 and 1981. Table 2.5 shows that the percentage ofLepcha workers for the 

state of West Bengal decreases from 51.59 to 48.69 and 42.23 .over the .decades 

1961, 1971 and 1981 respectively; while it increases from 48.41 to 51.31 and further 

to 56.26. for that of non-workers. The situation is also more a less same for the 

Lepchas of Darjeeling district. Against decreasing percentage of workers 51.81, 

5 According to Sonam Wangdi Lepch full Lepcha means when both father and mother of a child are 
Lepcha. Half Lepcha means when one· of the parents specially father is Lepcha but mother is non
Lepcha. Quarter Lepcha means when in too generations one of the · parents particularly the 
grandfather is Lepcha. · 
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· 49.78 and 42.38 respectively, the percentages of non-workers have increased from 

48.19 to 50.22 and 5G. n p~· ccni for the years 196 i, i 97 i· and 198 i respectively. 

fluctuations in the percentages ofbothworkers·and non--workers among the Lepchas 

of urban areas of the state and the district are due to the corresponding fluctuations 

in the female population. But for_ th~ rural Lepchas a decreasing trend among both 

the workers and non-workers can be noticed for both the males and females. Over 

the decades Lepchas, thus, are becoming workless arid the trend is more among the · 

females in both the rural and urban areas. 

Table 2.6 shows industrial classification of Lepcha population for the state 

over the census periods 1961, 1971, and 1981. Highest proportion of population are 

engaged in cultivation (81.91 per cent in 1961; 34.01 per cent in 1971; and 73.23 per 

cent in 1981 respectively) followed by other services and agricultural labour. The 

proportion of population engaged in mining and quarrying, household industry, 

construction, trade and commerce, transport, communication are very negligible. 

As cultivator, females are dominating over inales for all the three decades. 

Their role is also important in case of livestock, forestry, fishing, hunting and· 

·plantation work. But in all other categories, the role of females can not be ignored. 

. The higher percentage of female populatio~. unequivocally shows ~e importance of 

female participation in working group. 



Table- 2.5 
Workers and Non-workers among the Lepchas of West Bengal and Darjeeling -1961-1981 

Population Worker Non Worker 
1961 1971 1981 1961 1971 1981 1961 1971 1981 
No. No. No. No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % ! No. I % 

....J 
Male 6946 7526 10795 4292 61.79 4220 56.07 5830* 54.01 2654 38.21 3306 43.93 l 4857* 44.99 

....J ~ Female 6883 5847 10133 3172 46.08 2328 39.82 3379* 33.35 3711 53.92 3519 60.18 6512* 64.26 
~ ~ 0 0::: 
a3 Total 13829 13373 20928 7464 53.97 6548 48.96 9209* 44.00 6365 46.03 6825 51.04 11369"' 54.32 
a:l 

1 60.03 !- z Male 631 . 779 1216 288 45.64 356 45.70 483* 39.72 343 54.36 "423 54.30 730* 
Cll 
w 

~ :::: 
0::: 

Female 849 416 1265 147 17.31 190 45.67 193* 15.25 702 82.69 226 54.33 1011 * 1 84.66 
~ 

Total 1480 1195 2481 676* 1801* I 72.59 435 29.40 546 45.69 27.25 1045 70.60 649 54.31 

....J 
Male 6761 7030 10560 4190 61.97 3982 56.64 5707* 54.04 2571 38.03 3048 43.36 474r ; 44.95 

0 ~ Female 6685 5409 9954 3104 46.43 2250 41.59 3341* 33.56 3581 53.57 3159 58.41 6375"" 1 64.04 
~ 

~ 0::: 
Total 11~32* 154.22 ....J 13446 12439 20514 7294 54.25 6232 50.10 9048* 44.11 6152 45.75 6207 49.90 w 

w 
2 z Male 624 708 1070 283 45.35 318 44.92 407 38.04 341 54.65 390 55.08 663 61.96 
~ 
0 ~ 

Female 840 389 1165 147 17.5 188 185* 15.88 693 51.67 979* ~ 48.33 82.5 201 84.03 
~ 

Total 1464 1097 2235 430 29.37 506 46.13 592* 26.49 1034 70.63 591 53.87 1642* 73.47 
--- L_____ ----- -~~ 

Sources: 
1. Census oflndia 1961- West Bengal Part V-4 (ii) Special Tables on Scheduled Tribes. 
2. Census oflndia 1971- West Bengal Special Table on Scheduled Tribe. 
3. Census oflndia 1981.:... West Bengal Series- 23 Part IX (IV) Special Tables on Scheduled Tribes. 

Note: Figures with astric indicate those items which do not tally with their corresponding population figure if workers and non-workers are 
added together. 

v, 
v, 



Table- 2.6 
Industrial classification of Lepcba population of West Bengal-1961-1981. 

Categories 1961 1971 
Male Female Total Male Female Total 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. 
Total workers 4580 100.00 3319 100.00 7899 100.00 4576 100.00 2518 100.00 7094 100.00 6313 
Cultivators 3590 78.38 2880 86.77 6470 81.91 1522 33.26 891 35.39 . 2413 34.01 4485 
Agricultural Labourers 146 3.19 92 2.77 238 3.01 1382 36.20 574 22.79 1956 27.57 459 
Livestock, forestry, fishing, 194' 4.24 128 3.86 322 4.08 406 8.87 374 14.86 780 10.99 310 
hunting, plantation etc. 
Mining, Quarring - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Manufacturing, Household 29 0.63 6 0.18 35 0.44 10 0.22 8 0.32 18 0.26 23 
processing, industry 

servicing, Other than 7 0.15 7 0.21 14 0.18 39 0.85 26 1.03 65 0.92 106 
household 

Repair industry 

Construction 10 0.22 1 0,03 11 0.14 67 1.46 25 0.99 92 1.30 52 
Trade and commerce .36 0.79 9 0.27" 45 0.57 78 1.71 21 0.83 99 1.40 100 
Transport, and communication 37 0.81 4 0.12 41 0.52 113 2.47 41 1.63 154 2.17 109 
Other service 531 11.59 192 5.79 723 9.15 959 20.96 558 22.16 1517 21.38 669 

Sources : Ibid. 

Male 
% 

100.00 
71.04 
7.27 
4.91 

-
0.37 

1.68 

0.82 
1.58 
1.73 

10.60 

1981 I Female I Total 
No. % I No. 1 0/Q i 
3571 100.00 9884 100.00 i 
2753 77 09 7238 73.23 J 
245 6.86 704 7.12 \ 
221 6.19 531 5.37 I 

I 

I 
- - - -

12 0.34 35 0.35 

23 0.64 129 1.31 I 
I 

12 0.34 64 0.65 I 

39 1.09 139 1.41 I 
7 0.20 116 . 1.175: i 

259 - 7.25_ ~28 9:39 

U1 
q'l 
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Almost same trend has been marked among the Lepchas in the district level 

classification (table- 2.7) but the corresponding percentages for the cultivators are 

more than those of state level percentages. As the Lepchas of the state are residing 

mainly in Daijeeling, the district level 'statistics basicaiJy represent in the state level 

statistics. Combining cultivators and agricultural labour, it can be stated that nearly 

85 .16, 62.45 and 81.95 per cent ~f population are whoiJy depend on agriculture for 

the census period 1961,1971 and 1981 respectively. The rest 14.84, 37.55 and 18.05 

per cent of workers are engaged in activities other than agriculture. Lepcha 

economy, thus, can safely be identified as agricultural one. Adding engagement of 

Lepchas in Livestock, forestry, fishing, hunting, plantation and orchard sector, it is 

seen that as much as 88.93, 71.92 and 87.06 per cent of workers are engaged in 

activities connected with the exploitation of nature. Irrespective of ups and downs, 

Lepchas even during the modem periods are continued to maintain a close link and 

depend largely on nature for their livelihood. 

Tables (2.8 and 2.9) on industrial classification ofLepcha population for the 

state and district show uniform pattern of positive and negative growth rates. 

Growths of total workers, cultivators and household industry show negative trend 

for the decade 1961-1971 while agricultural labour, livestock, construction, transport 

and other services show negative trend for the decade 1971-81. The negative growth 

rates are due to 1971 census, which is doubtful for a number of reasons. 



Table- 2.7 
Industrial classification of Lepcha population of Darjeeling- 1961-1981. 

Categories 1961 1971 1981 
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No.I~ No. % I 
Total workers 4473 100.00 3251 100.00 7724 100.00 4300 100.00 2438 100.00 6738 100.00 6114 100.00 3526 I 100.00 9640 100.00 I 
Cultivators 3572 79.86 2870 88.28 6442 83.40 1455 33.84 889 36.46 2344 34.79 4463 72.99 2747177.91 7210 74.79 
Agricultural Labourers 84 1.88 52 1.60 136 1.76 1306 30.37 558 22.89 1864 27.67 445 . 7.28 245 i 6.95 690 7.16 
Livestock, forestry, fishing, 178 3.98 113 3.47 291 3.77 322 7.49 316 12.96 638 9.47 287 4.69 206T 5.84 493 5.11 
huntmg, plantation etc. i I 
Mining, Quarring - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - i . - I - -
Manufacturing, ~ousehold 29 0.65 6 0.18 35 0.45 10 0.23 8 0.33 18 0.27 23 0.38 12 .~L, 0.34 I 35 1 0.36 i 
processing, ""'""". I -
servicing Otherthan 7 0.16 7 0.22 14 0.18 35 0.82 25 1.03 60 0.89 75 1.23 IS J 0.42! 90 0.93 l 

. ' household I 
1 

Repatr industrv .l__ . j ' 

Construction 10 0.22 1 0.03 11 0.14 60 1.39 25 1.03 85 1.26 49 0.80 12 1 0.34 l 61 I 0.63 
Trade and commerce 30 0.67 9 0.28 39 0:50 76 I. 77 20 0.82 96 1.42 87 1.42 36 j_ 1.02 I 123 J 1.28 i 
Transport,andcommunication 37 0.83 4 0.13 41 0.53 108 2.51 41 1.68 149 2.21 92 1.51 7 t, 0.20 I 99 ! 1.03 : 
Otherservice 526 11.76 189 5.81 715 9.27 928 21.58 556 22.80 1484 22.02 593 9.70 246 _j __ ~:98__j 839 _! _S..:..?L_j 

Sources : Ibid. 

L_ 

(J1 
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The secondary data uneq~ivocally establish the fact that majority of Lepchas 

are agricuiturists and Lepcha economy is an agricultural economy.(, 

6 Origin of Lepcha Agriculture : 
Debate centers around the question of origin of agriculture in the hills. Some say that at the 

time of settlement of Nepalis is Darjeeling hills by the Britishers during the 40's and SO's of the last 
century, there was no agriculture in the hill~ and it is the Nepalis who brought agriculture with them. 
But there was.not much logic behind such argument. Evidences prove that Lepchas were practicing 
agriculture before Nepalis settlement in the hills, may be in crude form. Sikkim Raj used to collect 
revenue from those who were using land for agricultural practices. Mingma Tshering Lepcha of Mani 
Grmba is of the opinion that : "It is we who teach agriculture to the Nepalis, not we were taught by 
them. It is our land, we know it perfectly; we know what to produce at what time, how to produce etc. 
We are the indigenous people of the region and our forefather used to depend only on agriculture." 

It may be rational to believe that some of the techniques of agriculture may be introduced by 
the Nepalis in this region. Migration of population not only migrate some souls but also migrates 
culture, technology, religion and so on and so forth from one place to another. It will be more so if 
the number of migrants outnumbered the original inhabitants. When British occupied Darjeeling there 
were only I 00 souls but population increased many a times due to settlement of Nepalis. It may be 
natural that the dominant class ·might have influenced the suppressed class in agriculture also. In 
transforming Lepchas from their original shifting cultivation, Zomaal, to terrace cUltivation Nepalis 
might have played an important role which has rightly been pointed out by O'Malley "from the 
Nepalis they (Lepchas) have also learnt and to construct on the mountain slopes the terraces which 
form such a distinctive feature of Himalayan cultivation"[O'Malley, 1907: 64). 

During the original Zomaal cultivation, Lepchas used to cultivate paddy in dry land. This 
variety of paddy has further been substituted by the wet cultivation in Panikhet which may be due to 
the outside influences. Our brief review about the variety of crop in this chapter reveals that new 
crops have entered in the Lepcha agricultural calendar with the passage of time. Tea cultivation in 
Darjeeling has entirely been introduced by the Britishers. After their settlement Britishers might have 
introduced some crop like vegetable etc. to satisfy their daily consumption requirements. 

Regarding the technique used by Lepchas in old days and changes there of by the Nepalis, 
A.K.Das comments : "In old days Lepchas had no plough and the implements used by them were 
mainly meant for scraping and softening the soil for reception of seeds. The traditional type of 
implements that have been in use for farming in the wide shoved like hoe and it is used for loosening 
the earth and cleaning it of weeds. There are in addition two or three pronged hoes used for loosening 
the earth and relieving it of weeds. Now the method employed for cultivation in general is more or 
less similar to that of the plains areas of the State and use of plough has been borrowed from the 
Nepalese."[1978: 57] 

Quoting Lepcha folk tales, Nima Taknilamov and the party find some source of Lepcha 
Lepcha agriculture. Around 1300 A.D. Lepcha King of Sikkim Ranji Porno married queen Zolosy 
Pandi, · daughter of Raja Deb . Chandra of Zolosy means Jalpaiguri. Zolosy in Lepcha means the 
country of Paddy. Zolosy Pandi was born and brought up in plains and knew about its agriculture. 
But when she came up the hills after marriage, she could not match the timings of crops. She thus. 
send a massage to her mother through Teesta river requesting her to inform the timings of crops in 
hill areas. It is told that mother queen send a massage through a bird known as ·Kumoak indicating 
the time for producing vegetables. It is told that during April-May when the bird come from the 
plains, Lepchas consider the period suitable for vegetables. Even now the Lepchas of Main Gumpa 
belief in the arrival ofKumoak and hurridly complete sowing seeds within times. 
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2.1.6 GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF LEPCHA AGRICULTlJRE 

Lepchas, in general, live in the hilly areas of Darjeeling and Sikkim. The 

land morphology of this hiil is such that it dues not allow plain land cultivation. in 

the steep hills cultivation is not at all possible. Comparatively less steep slopes are to 

be converted into terrace of different width as per the availability of land. Lepchas 

do not get any large valley, like those in Bhutan or Tripura, for agricultural 
. ' 

purposes. Lepcha agriculture· is, thus, terrace based hill agriculture. 

Agricultural land among the Lepchas is classified in two broad categories -

wet land (panikheti) and dry land (sukhakheti). In the upper portion of the hill slope, 

the cultivable land is of dry land type while in the lower portion it is of wet land 

type. In dry land no ridge is made on the other side of the hill. Land is made wet by 

raising earthen ridge of 1-1.5 feet high on the opposite side of the hill so as to keep 

water inside the land. Lepchas call wet land as zo-nyaot- where zo means paddy 

which need more water for cultivation. The dry land is called moong-nyaot where 

moong means millet which do not need much water for its cultivation. Wet land can 

easily be converted into dry land by removing the earthen ridges on three sides of 

the land and thereby allowing water to flow out of the field. 

Paddy (zo) is the main crop in the wet land followed by maize (kuntsoong), 

__ ginger (heng), vegetable (bifong) etc .. While maize (kun-tsoong) is the main crop in 

dry land followed by millet (moong), ginger (heng) or vegetables (bifong). Paddy is 

cultivated along with dal (kla), soyabeart (slyaang) and morseom (porbeong, a 

variety of dal) while maize is cultivated along with potato (alubuk), beans (linbit), 

kerala (khaaktik), cucumber (saret). The only plantation type cash crop is cardamom 
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(lamhrak) which occupies the land for years together and no other crop can grow 

along with it. 

Variety of crops ir. the existing literature 

So far as variety of crops are concerned, Campbell (I 840) mentioned that 

they cultivate barely sufficiently for their subsistence. Mainwairing observed self 

sufficiency in Lepcha agriculture :. "They cultivate their plot of ground, which 

afforded them rice - their. staple food, grains of different sorts, cotton, from wh)ch 

they span their cotton, seeds from which they expressed their soil" [1876: ix]. As a 

good friend of Lepchas, Mainwairing could find even production of cotton by the 

Lepchas which no other writers, both traditional and contemporary could notice. 

Lepcha agriculture was enriched with vegetables and was mentioned for the 

first time by Risley. Beside cultivating rice he wrote about few vegetables "of which 

the bringal, cucumber and capcicum are the chief' [ 1891 : 13]. In Waddels write up 

one could find some more crops ........... " a few grounds turnips and chillies and 

beyond this a few small crop of maize, barley, millet, for bear and a little terraced 

land for irrigated rice" [1899 : 95-96]. 

It is O'Malley[1907 : 65] who mentioned about cardamom cultivation by the 

Lepchas beside the other crops like wheat and barley. Stock [1927: 476] added one 

extra crop millet in Lepcha agriculture beside the usual rice, wheat and barley. 

Gorer found not only the variety of crops but the variety of lands in the hills 

associated with different types of land - "there is the sing or field garden against the 

houses, cardamom fields and rice terraces". Regarding the period of introduction of 

these crops, Gorer wrote : "Cardamom was introduced at the beginning of the 

century, rice terraces for wet paddy less than twenty years ago" (1938 : 86]. 
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A.K.Das [ 1978:43-64] grouped land into Panikhel suitable for paddy and 

Sukhakhel suitable for maize. The crops produced by the Lepchas are - paddy, 

111aizc, millet, bu~kwhcat, wheat, barley, potato, cardamom. Among fruits, 

pineapple, tree tomato, lemon, banana, pear, peaches, plums are important. To name · 

vegetables, peas, cow peas, beet roots, french beans, cabbage, cucumber, brinjal, 

raddish, spinach, tomato, onion, mustard etc. are important. 

Among the contemporary scholars Sumit Ghosal [1990 : 72-74] discussed 

two types of crops - traditional and contemporary. Among the traditional one the 

important crops are dry rice, millet, maize, buckwheat, barley, cardamom, onion are 

important. The contemporary crops are : rice, maize, buckwheat, potato, orange, 

ginger and vegetables. 

Variety of Crops in the Study area : 

Paddy still remains the main agricultural crop among the Lepchas. The 

variety and process of cultivation has changed over the passage of time. Some crops 

altogether vanished for the Lepcha agricultural calendar eg. buckwheat, dry rice, 

while some other crop reduce their importance eg. millet, maize etc. The earlier 

varieties of maize and paddy have disappeared completely in the present cropping 

pattern. It.has been reported that there was 26 varieties of rice (Gouloog,1995:: 43), 

17 varieties of maize (Tamsong; 230-31 ). But now they do not grow all these 

varieties. Some new crops do enter in the picture e.g. floriculture etc. while other 

crops have modernised their productivion - vegetables, cardamom, ginger etc. 

Monocrop, the usual cropping pattern of early days, has been replaced by multicrop 

and mixed crop in the contemporary period. 
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Beside the variety of crops, the process of cultivation has also changed over 

the time. Shifting cultivation (Rong-dong) has became obsolete and is practiced by 

none; it is now ~ stor; of the pust. All arc participating now in the terrace ba~~J 

settled cultivation. The traditional process of cultivation known as Zomaal (digging 

the earth by pointed rod and inserting paddy seed) has been replaced by the process 

of ploughing, levelling, sowing, weeding and harvesting. 
. ' 

The picture of contemporary cropping pattern is clear from the cropping 

cycle. It is evident that major crops in dry land are- maize, millet, ginger, vegetable, 

floriculture, while wet fields are used for the paddy, ginger, dal, soyabean, 

vegetables, floriculture, maize, bean etc. The newly included crops (floriculture, 

vegetables etc.) are at the cost of currently excluded ones (like buckwheat, barley, 

millet etc.) The timings and process of cultivation have also changed for both 

sowing and harvesting. 

Lepchas now cultivate their land more intensively. Multiple cropping is the 

call of the days and Lepchas very much responded to the days demand. There are 

now three agricultural seasons in a year - each season is used for mixed crop which 

comprises of more than one crop at a time. Along with paddy, Lepchas cultivate dal, 

soyabean while maize field is accompanied by bean, karala, etc. Nimu Darjee 

Lepcha of Mani Gumpa said that "We can get eight to nine crops from the same 

field in a year if cultivated properly and carefully. In the first phase, we may get 

paddy, soyabean, kala dal, and morshem (a variety of dal). In the second phase in 

the same field we cultivate wheat and maize. We may cultivate potato and maize in 

the third phase. Each crop takes 80-90 days to mature and if we are very careful we 

can get 9 crops from the same field. We have three acres of land and we get the 
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following crops in a year. Paddy (25 muri: I muri = 80 kg), soyabcan (2 muri), 

. . 

kaladal (15 kg), inorshem (9 kg), wheat ( 120 kg), maize (20 doko ), potato (26 

mound, 1 mound= 40 kg), millet (3 muri}, giadioli (Rs.700/-), vegetables (tomato, 

radish, chilli etc.)". 

The indigenous Lepchas are the born agriculturists and know how to use the 

land to its maximum possible extent. Lepchas are not literate but they have emerged 

as good agriculturists in modem days. They are not only cultivating their land 

intensively but also introd_uce_ new vari.eties of crops in their field. Lepchas do not 

allow the land to remain as cultivable fallow and by ensuring the fullest exploitation 

of the fertility of the land they cultivate at least two and many a times three crops 

round the year. Dependence on small holdings compels the Lepchas to get maximum 

return from their land. By the time they also gather much knowledge about 

agriculture through experience and involvement. This negates the days old popular 

comment : Lepcha are PQOr agriculturists (Campbell : 1840; Dalton : 1872, 99). 

The sequential cropping pattern as witnessed in the study area can be shown 

in terms of the following circle : 
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··-····-·-·------------

MilleUGinger 
(June-July)-( Sept. -Oct.) 
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1 Maize, Beans, Kara/a,Giadioli,Ginger 

(Feb.-March)-(May-June) 

! 

GladioliNeg.Potato,Maize/Wheat 
(Oct.-Nov.)-(Jan.-Feb.) 

Figure: 2.1 
Agricultural Cropping Circle : Dry Land (Moong-nyaot) 
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Gladioli,Beans, Karala,Ginger 

(Feb.-March)-(May-June) 

Figure: 2.2 

GladioiWeg.Potato,Maize/Wheat 
(Oct.-Nov.)-(Jan.-Feb.) 

Agricultural Cropping Circle: Wet Land (Zo-nyaot) 
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It is clear that . Lepchas have divided the agricultural calendar in three 

different agricultural seasons. (i) June-July to Set-Oct, (ii) Oct-Nov to Dec-Jan and 

(iii) Feb-Mar to May-June. Along with the suitability of climatt:, temperature, 

rainfall etc: Lepchas select the variety of crops. Each cropping season is very 

carefully utilised for the specific variety of crops. Each box in each circle comprises 

crops which are both substitute and ~omplements. In each box there are some crops 

which can be cultivated jointly (i.e. mixed crop) and by s~lecting these crops 

maximum variety and quality of crops can be cultivated from the same plot of land. 

The only plantation type of crop is cardamom for which the land is occupied for 

years together and no other crop can be cultivated in the same land. Lands are now 

used most intensively. Monocrop has been replaced by n_mltiple crop and wherever 

possible they use scarce land for mixed crop. 

2.2 THE STUDY AREA : 

Information for the present study have been collected from three villages. Of 

these three, villages namely, 5th Mile Lepcha Gaon and Mani Gumpa come tinder 

the jurisdiction of Community Development (CD) Block- Kalimpong I, and village 
. . 

Pochaok under the Kalimpong Block ·II. 5th Mile Lepcha Gaon falls under 

Kalimpong Khasmahals, Mani Gumpa under Sindibong Khasmahals while Pochaok 

under Git Dubling Khasmahak.~1 We get the following facts for the three 

Khasmahals from the 1991 Census: 

7 Khasmahal is an administrative classification or division of land and is widely used in the hills of · 
Daljeeling since the British period. CABell (1905) and H.C.V. Philpot (1925) in their survey and 
settlement have used the. term without any specification of the term. It seems Khasmahal has been· 
derived from a Nepali word (Khas means main or prime and .Mahal means the dwelling place). 
Hence, the ·place where the rai}'Qis mainly live and use land for. agricultural purposes had beeri 
identified as Khasmaha/ during the British period, · 
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A perusal of the table 2.10 reveals that Git dubling Khasma/wl occupies 

largest area with lowest numbers of both households and population. Its density of 

population is much less than in other two Khasmalwls. 

The District Census Handbook, 199 I categorised all tribes under the broad 

category ST and hence no separate statistics are available for the Lepchas. But as 

Lepchas are the original and dominant tribe in this region, we can easily infer that 

Lepchas comprise majority population among the ST category in all the 

Khasmahals. In per centage term, Git-Dubling is having the highest proportion of 

ST (53.88) compared to the other two Khasmahals 16.94 and 21.73 for Sindibong 

and Kalimpong respectively. This means that Lepchas could still retain their lands 

more in Git Dubling than in other two Khasmahals. Git-Dubling, thus, can rightly be 

called the 'Dzongu' of West Bengal. 



Table- 2.8 
.'Industrial classification ofLepcha population of West Bengal-1961-1981.. 

Total Population Decennial variation Percentage decennial 

Categories 
(Number) variation 

1961 1971 1981 1961-71 1971-81 . 1961-71 1971-81 

Total workers 7899 7094 9884 -805 +2790 -10.19 +39.33 

Cultivators 6470' 2413 7238 -4057 +4825 -62.70 +199.96 

Agricultural Labourers 238 1956 704 +1718 -1252 +7,21.85 -64.01 

Livestock, forestry, fishing, hunting, 322 780 531 +458 -249 +142.24 -31.92 
plantation etc. 

Mining, Quarring - - - - - - -
Manufacturing, Household industry 35 18 35 -17 +17 -48.57 +94.44 
processing, servicing, Other than household 14 65 129 +51 +64 +364.28 +98.46 Repair industry 

Construction 11 92 64 +81 -28 +736.36 -38.43 

Trade and commerce 45 99 139 +54 +40 +120.00 . +40.40 

Transport, and communication 41 154 116 +113 -38 +275.61 -24.67 

Other service 723 1517 928 +794 -589 +109.82 -38.83 
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Table-2.9 
· _ :.:.:.Industrial classification of Lepcha population of Darjeeling District- 1961-1981. 

Total Population Decennial variation Percentage decennial 

Categories 
(Number) variation 

1961 1971 1981 1961-71 1971-81 1961-71 1971-8 I 

Total workers 7724 6738 9640 -986 2902 -12.77 +43.07 

Cultivators 6442 2344 7210 -4098 ' 4866 -63.61 +207.59 

Agricultural Labourers 136 1864 690 1728 -1174 +q70.59 -62.98 

Livestock, forestry, fishing, hunting, 291 638 493 347 -145 +119.24 -22.73 
plantation etc. 

Mining, Quarring - - - - - - -
Manufacturing, Household industiy 35 18 35 -17 +17 -48.57 +94.44 
processing, servicing, 

Other than household 14 60 90 +46 +38 +328.57 +50.00 Repair industry 

Construc~ion 11 85 61 +74 -24 +672.73 -28.24 

Trade and commerce 39 96 123 +57 +27 +146.15 +28. 13 

Transport, and communication 41 149 99 108 -50 +263.41 -33.56 

Other service 715 1484 839 769 -645 +107.55 -43.46 
--

-

-
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Table-2.10 

Area, Population, Main workers, Cultivator plus Agricultural labour and 

Scheduled Tribe in three Klzasmahals understudy. 

Name of Area in Population Main worker · Cultivator Scheduled 
Khasmahals hectre and Tribe 

Agriculture 
Labour* 

Sindibong 665.70 3306 1275 983 560 
(38.57) (77.09) (16.94) 

Kalimpong 745.44 6829 2428 1674 1484 
. (35.55) (68.94) (21.73) 

Gitdubling 1281.25 2728 1271' 1157 1470 
(46.59) (91.03) (53.88) 

Sources: 

District Census Handbook : Drujeeling West Bengal. Series 26. Part XII-B. Census of India 

1991. Directorate of Census Operations, West Bengal. 

Note : Figures in brackets shows-percentage to their respective total population. 

• Figures are obtained by adding cultivator and agricultural labour together. 

Git-Dubling records highest percentage of total workers ( 46.59 per cent) and 

majority of them are cultivator and/or agricultural labour (91.03 per cent). This may 

be because of the. fact that Git-Dubling located far away from both the State 

Highway (SH)-12 and town areas and hence agriculture remain the main source of 

livelihood. Sindibong and Kalimpong Khasmahals are located near SH-12 and town 

areas where land is more a scarce factor of production. 

Let us now introduce in brief all the three villages we have chosen for our 

field study. We have selected two villages (Mani Gumpa and 5111 mile Lepcha Gaon) 
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from near the town and market place while the other village Pochaok is located far 

away from the town and main market centre. 

2.2.1 VILLAGE- MANI GUMPA . 

Mani Gumpa village comes unde_r Sindibong Khasmahals of Kalimpong I 

CD Block. It is located at a distance of four km north east of Kalimpong town. 

From Jore Bunglow of Darjeeling 'Sadar Subdivision the SH-12 passes through 

Peshok, Lopchu to meet NH-31A and after crossing Teesta it passes through 

Kalimpong town towards north to reach Lava and then towards south for . 

Goruba¢an and. Maynaguri of Jalpaiguri district. SH-12 passes through Mani 

Gumpa village from east to west but bulk of the houses lie on the southern part of 

the road . 

. The village received its name after an old Buddhist Gumpa (monastery) of 

the locality. It is reported that the monastery was originally located at Dungra Busty 

where the present 11th mile Gumpa is located. But during the Bhutan rule ( 1700 -

1865), the villagers had to shift the monastery to their village due to clash with the 

Bhutanese monks. But under the patronage and financial help from the Bhutan Raj 

particUlarly Bhutan Queen whose house is just bordering the village, the villagers 

constructed the present monastery. The hearsay also supj>orts that in 19th centwy one 

Passong Namgyel Lepcha had been send to Thimpu for Lama training who join the 

Gumpa as head Lama. The great grand son of Passong Namgyel Lepcha on 

hereditary . are still occupied the post of head lama and landed property of the 

Gumpa. 
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Sindipong or Sindibong is the corrupted form of Lcpcha word - .\'ying-U-

l'ung (Sying means a kind of tree, U means house and Pung means a hillock) which 

literally means a variety of tree found in the village over the hillock and can be ust.!d 

for construction of houses or furniture. The elderly persons of the village still 

remember presence of some Sying tree during their young days but at present not 

even a single tree can exist in the village. 
. ' 

The village is sorrounded by Upper Sindibong or Tadunchen and SH-12 in 

the north, Gatte Khola (rivulet) in the east, Ranikhola and Dungra Busty in the west 

and Relli Road in the south. The village slants sharply from north towards south. 

The jhora or khola or rivulet on both east and west boundaries, provide irrigated 

water for agriculture, run from north towards south. The two pacca roads SH-12 on 

the north and Relli Road on the south are connected by the stony steps passing 

through the middle of the village. The village got a ridged part at the mid northern 

part which slopes do'wnwards slowly towards east and west while slopes sharply 

towards south. Thus except the stony ridged middle portion, all the other areas are 

comparatively flatter and suitable for cultivation. All the essential services like 

schools, college, hospital, medical centre, post office, market, banks, other 

government officials are located within the vicinity of 6 krn. of the village. All the 

households except one are Buddhist and they worship in the village monastery. 

2.2.2 VILLAGE - s™ MILE LEPCHA GAON 

The 5th Mile Lepcha Gaon comes under Kalimpong Kha~'mahal of CD Block 

- Kalimpong I is actually a part of Tashiding Busty. It is situated at the western . 

boundary of the sub-division. After crossing Teesta and leaving NH-31 A, the SH-12 

starts climbing uphills through zikzak hilly terrian. The village starts from 3 mile 
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onwards Teesta river towards Kalimpong town and ends where the road again meets 

the villagt: at 51
h mile in the east. 

The nomenclature of the village relates its Lepcha origin. "f'v.shiding consists 

of two Lepcha words - 'Tashi' and 'ding'. Tv.shi is the name of a Lepcha king 

probably chieftan of Sikkim. The word 'ding' means 'to remain motionless or steady 

on the feet'. One hearsay narrates that once king Tashi on his way from Sikkim on 

the north stood for a while in the village on a flat piece of land I rock to look around 

with a bit of leisure. Presence of a flat rock known as 'Choong- ding -Ioong' at the 

extreme south - western part of the village does support the hearsay. 'Chaong' in 

Lepcha means south and 'Ioong' means leisure. The eastern bordering village 

Ngasey has derived from the Lepcha word 'ngaa-so' means refreshing or taking rest 

after exerting labour. As per the same hearsay king Tashi had a temporary halt in the 

village for rest. Names of both the villages, their Lepcha inhabitants and the hearsay 

support the characteristics oftypical traditional Lepcha villages of the region. 

There were six typical Lepcha houses, 'Doa-kye-moolee' -or in short 

'Ronglee' in the village. Rang means Lepcha and Lee means house. All the Ronglees 

got their typical Lepcha names. They were : (i) Cholongbong -{organge orchard), 

(ii) Ding -(flat land), (iii) Kankibong-{ variety of tree), (iv) Sa/bong- (variety of 

·"·'tree), (v) Siking-(beside), (vi) 5th mile- as per the location of the house. 

The typical Lepcha name of the houses, name of the village and their 

inhabitants unequivocally support the hearsay and establish the Lepcha origin of the 

village. 
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Thevillage is bounded by Ngascy on the east, DaraGaon and Tanek on the 

north, Tashiding forest land on the west and 51
1: mile jhora (rivulet) on the south 

whose other sides is forest lai1d and villages iike Bhamse, Poshier and Shiba Church 

Mission compound areas. 

The village slopes from east towards west to meet either SH-12 or Tashiding 

forest. Beside 5th mile jhora, the village also drained by 4 small rivulets which are 

watering only· during monsoon periods. They also help in channeling water through 

traditional metho(,i for irrigation purposes in the neighbouring lands. As almost 

entire eastern and northern part of the village is bounded by zikzak SH-12, the 

village is well communicated. All the three markets, Teesta Bazer on the west, 

Kalimpong Bazar on the east and Malli Bazer on the north are within 8 km. and well 

communicated by pucca road. All other essential services like schools, college, 

medical centre, banks, govt. offices are available within the radius of 8 km. of the 

village. The only school Tashiding Junior Basic School has established on a plot of 

land donated by one Lepcha inhabitant, caters the need of primary education in the 

locality. The village does not has any public place of worship of its own. The nearest 

Church for the Protestants is one hour walking distance while the Roman Catholic 

Church is located 3 km. east on.the side ofSH-12. 

2.2.3 VILLAGE- POCBAOK 

Pochaok is one of the largest villages under Git-Dubling Khasmahal of 

Kalimpong II Block. Pochaok is the ·largest village among all the three villages 

under the present study. SH-12 passes through Kalimpong town towards north east 

to reach Lava and then towards south for .Gorubathan and Maynaguri. Before 
. . . . . . 

·reaching Lava, the road meets a·forest controlled metalled road which via Budhabare 
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reach Kafer, an important tourist spot in the region. Pochaok is around one hour 

normal walking distance from Budhabare on rough and undulating hilly ridge. The 

so called road many a" timt:s passes through forest like areas and also crosses a 

number of rivulets which the travelers need to cross by jumping or washing their 

·feet in cold water. Although ~ochaok is around 20 km. straight east of Kalimpong 

town but one has to cover. a total_of !learly 55 km. of which 48 km. upto Budhabare 

are motorable .. 

The nomenclature of Pochaok gives us Lepcha origin of the village. Present 

Pochaok is the corrupted form of 'Pazoak' which in Lepcha means jungle or wild 

land over grown with dence rank vegetation, often nearly impenetrable .. It might 

have been derived from the Lepcha word 'Po-Chaok '.which literally means joint of 

bamboo (Po means bamboo, and Chaak means joint) or Po-Chaa-aak means to up-

root the bamboo. (Chaa-aak means to up root). Even today one can witness.a variety 

of po or bamboo in and around the village. Whatever may be the original word from 

where Pochaok is derived but it is undoubtedly been derived for Lepcha word. This 

origin of the name, its inhabitants unequivocally establish that Lepchas are the 

indigenous people of the village. 

The village is sorrounded by Nokdara, Gitbeong and Pasting villages in the 

east; Dubling, Pakang, Byang in the west; Chandong~ Togang and Pasbong in the 

north; and Chakkum dara and Luyangshal in the south. The undulatingnarrow hilly 

road passing through the village divides it in three different parts - the northern part 

known as. Upper . Pochaok, the south western part . as Lower · Pochaok and 

Mahajandara in the south eastern part. The village slopes from north tow~ds south 

to meet a . river. The upper Pochaok. is . comparatively steep ·and. there. ·is wide 
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variation of height between the extreme north and extreme south points of the 

village. The damp weather due,both to the height, presence of trees and the abundant 

water of good number of rivulets make the upper Pochaok suitable for c.ardamom 

cultivation. The lower Pochaok and Mahajandara in particular are comparatively hot 

and the comparatively flatter lands are best for paddy cultivation. 

The nearest market place is located at one hour walking distance from the · 

middle of the village. Beside Wednesday's weekly market when a good number of 

shops gathered for sale of daily necessities, some permanent grocery and tea stalls 

remain open throughout the week. Budhabare is the main trading centre in the region 

which supplies .not only daily necessities, but also exchange of farm products 

between the villagers and middleman business class. Cardamom and ginger are the 

two main cash crops of Kalimpong II CD Block and Budhabare is one of the major 

seasonal marketing ce1;1tre for the two cash crops. The only high school including 

some govt. offices and. religious centres are located in Budhabare. Two buses 

regularly ply between Kafer and Kalimpong via Budhabare. A few number of jeeps 

carrying both passengers and goods to and from Kalimpong are the main vehicle of 

communication. But between Pochaok and Budhabare walking through narrow hilly 

road is the only means of commun.ication. 

2.2.4 BASIC STATISTICS 

The basic statistical abstract of the three villages under study are shown in 

table- 2.11 
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The map of the study area shows that all the three villages under study lie 

more or less at the same line passing from east to west of the district of Da~jeeling. 

But their height, landscape, location etc. vary widely from village to village. 

Location wise 5th mile Lepcha Gaon is located at the extreme western boundary, 

Pochaok at the eastern boundary of CD Block - Kalimpong I and II while Mani 

Gumpa is located in between the two villages. The 5th mile Lepcha Gaon and Mani 
. ' 

Gumpa are well connected as SH~12 passes through both the villages but Pochaok is 

located in remote areas far away from the SH-12 and also from the. metalled forest 

road. 

The nearest to the subdivisional head quarter and market place is Mani 

Gumpa ( 4 km.) while 5th mile Lepcha Gaon is a bit away (7 km.) but its location by 

the side of SH-12 makes it well communicated. Pochaok, on the other hand, is 

located far away from the subdivisional head quarter by 55 km. while its distance 

from the market place is same to that of 5th mile Lepcha Gaon. But Budhabare, the 

nearest market of Pochaok is a rural and underdeveloped market and there is no 

communication at all. But· being a sub-divisional centre the amenities of human 

civilisation are present more in the first two villages than in Pochaok, the third 

village. 

Areawise Git-Dubling is the largest among the three Khasmahals under the 

present study and it is the 5th largest among 40 Khasmahals of CD Block Kalimpong 

I and II. Pochaok, like its parent Khasmahal, also occupies largest area among all the 

three villages under study. The total number of households in Pochaok is also the 

highest 62.90 per cent compared to only 19.35 per cent under 5111 mile Lepcha Gaon 

and 17.74 per cent for Mani Gumpa. Out of total 124 households 95.96 per cent are 
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Lepchas. Village wise cent per cent households belong to Lcpchas in Mani Gumpa; 

whik percentage of Lepcha households for 5th mile Lepcha Gaon and Pochaok are 

87.50 and 97.44 respectivdy. Ignoring the negligibic proportion of non-Lepcha 

households, we can safely categorise all the three villages as 'Lepcha villages.' 

All the three villages under study are 'Lepcha villages inhabited by Lepcha 

population.' Among the households- 95.96 per cent belong to the Lepchas. They 

constitute 95.27 per cent of population of the study area. 

Among the Lepcha population there are 952 females per thousand males. But 

their proportion are different for different villages- 1222, 926 and 898 females per 

thousand males for Mani Gumpa, 5th mile Lepcha Gaon and Pochaok respectively. 

This unexpected high female 1222 per thousand male in Mani Gumpa is to be noted 

seriously and could itself be a topic for demographic and sociological research. 8 

The Lepchas belong to two religious faiths, Buddhists and Christians. Out of 

total 697 Lepchas in the there villages, 63.41 per cent are Christians while 36.59 per 

cent are Buddhists. We have purposively selected two villages- each one dominated 

. by either the Buddhists or the Christians, and in the third one there is moderate 

representation of both Buddhist and Christian Lepchas. The proportion of Buddhists 

in Mani Gumpa is as high as 95 per cent while it is only 5 per cent for the Christians. 

The entire Lepcha population are Christians in the 5th Mile Lepcha Gaon. Pochaok is 

a village where both the religious faiths are present but even here the percentage of 

8 The sex ratio among the Lepchas in Nepal is highly imbalanced. In contrast to that of in Mani 
Gumpa there are more males than females in Nepal. The overall sex ratio of population of Nepal 
counted in 1991 is 99.5 that means 995 males per thousand female. But the sex ratio for the Lepchas 
is found to be unexpectedly very high. It is 153.47 that means 1534 males per thousand female. This 
rank first among the ethnic groups m Nepal and seems to be very unrealistic [Niroula,2000 : 15-56]. 
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Christians is more (68.39) than that of Buddhists (3 1.61 ). No other religions except 

Buddhists and Christians are found among the Lepchas of study area. 

The overall literacy rate among the Lepchas of three villages is 68.44 per 

cent. It is higher than the rate for the district of Daljeeling (48.97 per cent as per 

1991 census) and much higher than the same rate for the rural areas (40.79 per cent) 

of the district. The literacy rate for the study area is higher among the males (53.88 

per cent) than among the females (46.12 per cent). The corresponding percentages 

for the rural areas of Darjeeling district are 63.31 per cent and 36.69 per cent 

respectively as per 1991 census. We can thus infer that the Lepchas in general and 

their female counterpart in particular are more literate than the other communities of 

the district. 

But the literacy rate is not uniform for the three villages when they are taken 

individually. Among the literates 20.75 per cent, 20.06 per cent and 56.18 per cent 

belong to Mani Gumpa, 5th mile Lepcha Gaon and Pochaok villages respectively. 

Pochaok which is located far away from the sub-divisional head quarter having lack 

of basic human amenities and communication facilities appears with highest per 

centage of literates. The highest number of population might have its statistical 

effect in exaggerating the literacy rate for Pochaok. 

Literacy rates of Mani Gumpa, 5th Mile Lepcha Gaon and Pochaok are 82.5 

per cent, 83.97 per cent and 60.09 per cent respectively. It is seen that literacy rate 

among the Christians is more than among the ·Buddhists. As against highest 

percentage of literates amongst all the literates of the study area, village wise 

literacy rate is the lowest for Pochaok. It can easily be inferred that a remote area 

like Pochaok should have low literacy rate than the other two villages having better 
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educational facilities. Any way, Lepchas are far ahead m respect of literacy 

compared to the rate for the district or the state. 

Literacy rate among the females is more in Mani Gumpa (55.55 per cent) 

followed by 5th mile Lepcha Gaon (43.64 perclent) and Pochaok (43.66 per cent). 

This contradicts our assumption that Christians are more literate; on the other hand, 

females in the Buddhist village are more literate than that in Christian village. 

Table-2.12 

Engagement of households in Agricultural and Non-Agricultural activities 

Name of.villages Engagement in Agricultural Engagement in Total 
activities (No. of households) Non-agricultural activities 

(No. ofhouseholds) 
1 2 3 4 

ManiGumpa 19 3 22 
(86.3~ (13.6'!} (100.001 

5th Mile Lepcha 18 3 21 
Gaon (85.71) (14.29} _(100.00) 
Pochaok 76 - 76 

(100.00) JIOO.OQ2 
Total · 113 6 119 

(94.96) (5.04) _(100.00) 

(Figures in the parenthesis indicate percentages) 

Beside all these village level basic statistical information, let us now 

concentrate on some economic aspects9 of the Lepchas in our study area. Secondary 

9 Tribal economy cannot and should not be· identified in the way is defined by the Western 
economists and applied by them for the people of developed Western countries where division of 
labour and specialisation are proper. But in a tribal society neither division of lower nor specialisation 
are in application in the proper sense of the terms. People in tribal rule simultaneously involve in 
multiterous economic activities. The person who does farming also engage in other activities like 
household constructs, kitchen garden, live stock rearing, petty business etc. As agricultural is 
seasonal, farmers during off season. guid~ by their family requirements and availability of workers 
perform a variety of work which may not be directly linked with agriculture. Even the full time 
salaried person help agricultural activities during the peak season as per availability of time and 
requirement. The same is true for student whose concentration does not confine to studies only. They 
contribute farming by providing labour. Even at the cost of study, students do help farming activities 
during the peak agricultural season. It is very common that both before and after school, students do 
help farming directly or indirectly. It has been observed that the percentage of absentee students 
drastically increase during the peak season in agriculture areas. Out of this experience, vacations or 
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data or industrial classification (tables- 2.6 and 2.7) show agriculture as the main 

stay of Lepcha economy. Table 2. 12 shows the participation of Lepcha households 

of study area in agricultural and non-agricultural activities. 

Table 2.12 reveals that as high as 94.96 per cent of households of our study 

area are engaged in agricultural operation. In Pochaok agriculture is the only source 

of livelihood to the people. The other two villages, even when they are located 

holidays in the schools particularly located in the rural areas are scheduled on the basis of agricultural 
operations. 

The picture remain more or less same with the other members ofthe family. Children much 
before becoming adult forced to involve in a member of activities. Children before going to school, 
on the basis of sex, involve in a variety of both domestic and outside activities. Beside helping her 
mother in household activities, a girl child also care live stocks, kitchen garden a even minor and less 
laborious work in agriculture. 

In the event of these situations, it would not be possible to get a clear cut idea of division of 
labour and hence occupation as it is applicable in case of developed countries. 

Instead of occupation as such, tribal economy can better be represented on the basis of the 
involvement of people in different types of activities. Activities on the basis of monetary return can 
be grouped in two based categories - remunerative and non-remunerative activities. Remunerative 
activities are those from where the individuals get direct return in monetary term. Non-remunerative, 
on the other hand, are those activities from where the individual may not get directly any monetary 
return but these activities do help in either direct consumption a production of those commodities 
which are not meant for marketing. In agricultural activities, production of some commodities one 
directly linked with market, say cardamom or singer production in Lepcha society. Production of 
these two crops may be regarded as remunerative. But productive of some other crops likes paddy, 
·vegetables etc. got less direct linkage with market. Surplus, if any, usually sent to market for sale. 
Market value of a member of activities like kitchen garden, caring livestocks, etc. cannot be 
calculated in monetary terms. But these activities got direct bearing with consumption and no less 
important for a family by any means. On the other hand, individuals in number of cases, produce 
these commodities which got comparating much less market value but they cater the need of the 
farmer. 

Activities on the basis of involvement and partiCipation can be grouped as principal 
activities and subsidiary activities. Principal activities are the main activities where the· individual 
basically involve e.g. study to a student is regarded as principal activity but during the off study 
period if he/she helps in household or farming, it would be regarded as subsidiary activity. These 
principal and subsidiary activities may again be remunerative, non-remunerative or both. 

As per the gravity of work some activities are essential while others are non-essential. 
Labour in agriculture is an essential type of activities which the individuals at any cost need to extend 
at time of requirement and need. Some works are also time brand and should be performed as and 
when they deserves, for example in farming one cannot wait for even a day or so to finish the work. 
But when a child canies lunch a tiffin for labourers in a mid day can be counted as non-essential and 
can be done. by other methods. But the activity of the child is no doubt helpful for farmlng and do 
contribute in total production whatever negligible it may be. 
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adjacent to the town, there also nearly 85 per cent of household in arc engaged 

agriculture. Lepcha economy can be identified as solely agriculture dependent. 

Table 2. 1 3 has been constructed by dividing all the households into three 
""" .. , 

broad categories: - (a) Households with agriculture as their principal occupation, 

(b) as subsidiaryoccupation arid (c) non-involvement in agriculture. 

It is evident that economically 66.85 per cent of population are dependent on 

agriculture either as principal and/or subsidiary source of employment. Females 

prefer to accept agriculture as subsidiary occupation (52.65 per cent) than as 

principal occupation (12.65 per cent). Involvement of females lag behind males 

(68.35 per cent) in accepting agriculture as principal and subsidiary occupation. In 

Lepcha economy, women play an important role in agricultural operations. 
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Table- 2.13 
Agriculture as Principal and Subsidiary Occupation 

Name Agriculture as Principal Agriculture as Subsidiary Agriculture as Principal No involvement in Total 
of occupation occupation and Subsidiary occupation agriculture 
Villages Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total · Male Female Total Male Female Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Mani 
13 21 34 21 25 46 34 46 80 20 20 40 54 66 120 

Gumpa 
(24.07) (31.82) (28.33) (38.89) (37.88) (38.33) (62.96) (69.70) (66.67) (37.04) (30.'30) (33.33) (100.00) (I 00.00) (100.00) 

' 

5th Mile 20 15 35 22 23 45 42 38 . 80 26 25 51 68 63 131 

Lepcba 
(29.41) (923.81) (26.72) (32.35) (36.51) (34.35) (61.77) (60.32) (61.07) (38.23) (39.68) (38.93) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) ~ 

Gaon '' 

Pocbaok 
126 7 . 133 42 131 173 168 138 306 67 73 140 235 211 446 

(53.62) (3.32) (29.82) (17.87) (62.09) (38.79) (71.49) (65.41) (68.61) (28.51) (34.59) (31.39) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) 

Total 
159 43 202 85 179 264 144 222 466 113 I I 8 231 357 340 697 

(44.54) (12.~lg8.98) (23.81) (52.65) (37.81) (68.35) (65.30) (66.85) (31.65)_ (34.70) (33.15) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) 

(Figures in the parentheses indicate percentages). 



Table- 2.14 
Off farming Remunerative activities 

Villa~es ManiGumpa 510 Mile Lepcha Gaon 
Categories M F T M F T M 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Central Govt. 4 - 4 3 - 3 -

(57.14) (57.14) (42.86) (42.86) 
State Govt. 5 5. 10 6 6 12 3 

(35.71) (41.67) {38.46) (42.86) (50.00) (46.15) (21.43) 
Private Sector 4 1 5 8 8 16 3 

(26.67) (11.11) (20.83) (53.33) (88.89) (66.67) (20.00) 
Business 1 2 3 4 1 5 1 

(16.67) (66.67) (33.33) (66.66) (33.33) (55.56) (16.67) 
Pension· 4 - 4 2 - 2 -

(66.67) (66.67) (33.33) (33.33) 
Religious 6 -· 6 3 2 5 4 
activities (46.15) (33.33) (23.08) (40.00) (27.78) (30.77) 
Total 24 8 32 26 17 43 11 

(39.34) (27.59) (35.56) (42.62) (58.62) (47.78) (18.04) 

(Figures in the parenthesis show percentages). 

Pochaok 
F T 
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1 4 
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4 15 
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Village wise Pochaok (68.61 per cent) ranks first in respect of number of 

population depending on agriculture followed by Mani Gumpa (66.67 per cent) and 

51
h Mile Lepcha Gaon (61.07 per cent). In all the three villages, the proportion of 

population engaged in agriculture as subsidiary occupation is higher than their 

corresponding figures for principal occupation except the male members ofPochaok 

whose principal occupation (53.62 per cent) is much higher than subsidiary 

occupation (17.87 per cent). Very few females of Pochaok consider agriculture as 

principal occupation (3.32 per cent) compared to Mani Gumpa (31.82 per cent) and 

5th Mile Lepcha Gaon (23.81 per cent) . 

., The involvement of villagers in off farming remunerative activities is shown 

in table 2.14. Out of 697 population, the percentage of engagement in off farm 

remunerative activities is as low as 12.91 only. The percentage of population in 

remunerative activities is the highest in 5th Mile Lepcha Gaon (47.78) followed by 

Mani Gumpa (35.56) and Pochaok (16.66). The largest proportion of population are 

engaged in State Govt. services (28.89) followed by private sector (26.67), religious 

ac~vities (20.00), business (10.00), central govt. (7.78) and pension category (6.67). 

Except one agricultural officer in 5th Mile Lepcha Gaon, there is no first or 

second grade employee among the Lepchas. They are slowly entering into the 

modem tertiary sector and accepted even computer oriented activities as their way of 

-
life. Lepcha economy witness a sort of dichotomy where as high as 20.00 per cent 

population earns from religious activities while nearly 4.00 per cent engage in 

sophisticated modem sector. Lepchas have not spared in entering the business sector 

although the efficiency and the quality of engagement is not at all appreciable. 



S7 

Compared to their early dependence on agriculture or forest, Lcpchas have started 

joining a variety of remunerative activities. 

Table- 2.15 

Household-wise engagement in off farming remunerative activities 

Name of One Two More than Total Non Total 
villages member members two engagement 

members 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Mani Gumpa 10 6 I 17 5 22 
(45.45) (27.27j_ (4.55) (77.27) J.22.73) J.IOO.OOJ 

51
h Mile 7 2 8 17 4 21 

LepchaGaon (33.33) (9.53) (38.09) (80.95) (19.05) (100.00) 
Pochaok 8 3 - II 65 76 

(10.52) (3.95) (14.52) 185.531 1100.00) 
Total 25 II 9 45 74 119 

(21.01) (9.24) 17.571 (37.82) 162.181 _(100.00) 
Figures in the parenthesis indicate percentages 

Household wise engagement of population m off farm remunerative 

activities is shown in table 2.15. Household wise engagement is the highest in 5th 

Mile Lepcha Gaon (80.95 per cent) followed by Mani Gumpa (77.27 per cent) and 

Pochaok (14.82 per cent). Engagement of more than two members is the highest in 

5th Mile Lepcha Gaon followed by Mani Gumpa while no such case is found in 

Pochaok. Co~sidering the table we can infer that 5th Mile Lepcha Gaon is betterly 

placed among all the three villages in respect of remunerative activities. Mani 

Gumpa ranks second and Pochaok third. 


