
Adhiari 

Adhiar 

A man 

Bansh 

Barga, Bargadari 

Bargadar 

Barkandaz 

Bazars 

Bigha 

Bora 

Bou 

Chakar 

Chasis 

Chuktiar 

Dhan 

Dhokra 

Diwani 

Ganjs 

Go/a 

Grihasthas 

Hal 

Hat 

Jami 

Jan or Jan majoor 

Jhuri 

Jote 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Sharecropping 

Sharecropper 

Winter rice crop 

Bamboo 

Sharecropping 

Sharecropper 

Matchlock men, footmen under 

direct order of Sadr Kachari 

Urban Markets 

An amount of land measuring 

about 1/3rct of an acre or 33 Decimal 

Crop harvested in summer season 

Wife 

Annual Farm Servant or fully 

attached labourer 

Cultivators 

Local name of group labourer 

Paddy 

One type of mat made by jute 

Office of a dewan (Principal official 

administering finance), his 

responsibility and function 

Commercial Centres 

Granary 

Mainly higher castes people 

confining their roles in agriculture to 

supervision and direction 

Plough 

A weekly (half weekly) rural market 

Land 

Casual day labourer 

A container made by bamboo 

Holding of a jotedar 
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Jotedar 

Jotedari, Jotedary 

Kachari 

Kama if 

Karai 

Karja 

Kharif 

Khas 

Khaikhalasi 

Khamar 

Kishan 

Khudkasht 

Kupi 

Lantern 

Machh 

Maund 

Masila 

Nij Kholan 

Pattas 

A landholder or farmer. The classes 

of tenant with whom, lands were 

settled by the Britishers. 

Tenure of a Jotedar 

Landlord's Office 

Annual farm servant or fully 

attached labourer 

A cooking vessel made by iron or 

steel. 

A consumption loan in the form of 

paddy 

Crop harvested at the beginning of 

winter season 

Own, direct 

A system of taking loan against 

mortgaging land for a certain period 

where the mortgagee occupies the 

land and enjoys the crops of land for 

that stipulated period for both 

principal and interest of loan. In this 

case there is no need to pay loan 

directly in the form ofmoney. 

Personal demesne, threshing Yard 

Wage Labourer 

Personally cultivated land 

A small oil lamp 

a case for holding or carrying a light 

Fish 

A measure of weight ( = 40 kgs) 

Semi-attached labourer (type 2) 

In one's own threshing yard (North 

Bern gal) 

Actually a written document which 

contains the amount of rents to be 



Pre-kharif 

Rabi 

Raiyat 

Raiyattwari, Ryotwari 

Sayer 

Seer 

Sud Varna or Sud Bandhak 

Thana 

Thika 

Tebhaga 

Zamindar 

Zamindary 

paid by ryots, the rules or customs 

regarding payment of rents. 

Crop harvested in rainy season 

Crop harvested at the end of the 

winter season 

A tenant, having customary rights in 

land 

Areas originally settled direct with 

the cultivators individually, mostly 

in Madras and Bombay provinces in 

the British period. 

One type of tax, which was imposed 

by zamindars on hats, ganjs and 

bazaar, the rural markets and 

commercial centres 

Weight measure 

A system of taking loan against 

mortgaging of land where the 

mortgagee occupies the land and 

enjoys the crops of land as interest 

as long as the principal amount of 

loan is not repaid. 

A Police Station 

Contract taken for particular 

agricultural work like weeding, 

harvesting etc. by group labourers. 

Division in three 

Proprietor of land with whose rights 

and recognitions it was not intended 

to interfere. 

The lands or village or villages under 

Zamindar. The office or jurisdiction 

of a Zamindar. 
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