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Section - I : Robbery of a Sharraf at Auraiya: 

Next day, January 21 , 1 91 8, 
1 Genda Lal, Ram on 

Nara in, Madho Ram and P rat ap Singh 2 succeeded in robbing 

a 'sharraf' of a box containing ornaments,on his way to 

3 
his house. 

Janki Prasad and his son Mannu Lal were going 

4 
home from Mannu Lal 1 s shop at 5 or 5.30 in the 

. 5 
even1.ng. J k • p d . t• b t .. 6 

an~ rasa was carry1.ng a 1.n ox con a1.n1.ng 

gold and silver ornaments and Mannu Lal, who was following 

30 or 40 paces behind his father, ~'lias carrying a bag of 

silver with him. When Janki Prasad reached 'Chandi Goni's 

door' ~..thich was 40 or 50 paces from their house, the cons-

pirators came out of the 1 Tal~e-wala-gali 17 and asked 

him to hand over his box to them. When Janki Prasad 
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refused to do so they threatened him with a 'katar' and a 

pistol. Ultimately they knocked him down, snatched the 

box and ran away with it. 1 Some people were in their 

houses at that time, while others had left the town on 

account of plague. When Mannu Lal, who was a little 

behind, saw his father being robbed by the men, he ran 

away in the other direction as he had the bag of silver 

with him. The ornaments stolen were worth Rs.604/- and 

included a gold 1 tawiz 1 , silver 'karas 1 , 10 or 12 pairs 

of children's bangles of 1 rupa 1 silver. 2 Janki Prasad 

proceeded to the Thana but meeting the thanedar on the 

way only he told him that he had been robbed of his box. 

He saw the spot and took Janki Prasad to the thana, vJhere 

he wrote a report. He, however, did not mention the pistol 

and 1 katar 1 in the report because the Sub-Inspector, Asghar 

Ali, advised him not to do so as it would make the case a 

very serious 
3 

one. Mannu Lal made a list of the articles 

4 stolen and gave it to the Sub-Inspector. 
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Ram Narain returned to Mainpuri by the evening 

train taking some silver ornaments with him, which he 

handed over to Shea Krishna, who gave them to Prabhakar. 

Then Shea Krishna along with Ram Narain, Prabhakar, Dalpat, 

Chandradhar and Gopi Nath tried to melt the ornaments at 

Gopi Nath's house. When they failed in their attempts, 

Shea Krishna took the ornaments on a bicycle to Thakur 

Gulab Singh at Kalhor to have them melted. He brought 

back some and gave them to Dalpat to take to Kuar Jagdamba 

Singh of Kiffini, who had them melted down in his house by 

a 1 sunar'. This was about a month after the Auraiya theft~ 

In February 1918, the Gwalior Police arrested 

Genda lal2 and thus the 'Mantravadi Sanstha' was deprived 

of the services of its leader and one of the most active 

members of this secret society. He was arrested with the 

gang of Baba Lakshmananand, a militant Sadhu, also known 

as 'Brahamachari', with whom Genda Lal had been working in 

1. Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
p .1 7. 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919, 
p.31 s. 

~., Mr. Sands' note on the Conspiracy Case, 
dated February 19,1919, p.377. 
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1 
association for some time past. This time Genda Lal had 

gone there to induce the Brahmachari to become a member of 

2 his party. On this occasion the Brahmachari's party was 
. - 3 

betrayed to the Police by a spy posing as a member. The 

gang had started out on their mission of committing a 

dacoity at Seth Gyanchandra's house in Sirsaganj.
4 

The 

destination being quite far, they decided to camp on the 

way. The spy offered to serve food to the party, which he 

poisoned. The minute Brahmachari tasted the food, he 

realised that it had been poisoned. The spy seeing that 

his plot was about to be discovered , tried to escape on 

pretext of getting water. This action of his was enough 

to convince the Brahmachari of his guilt. Brahmachari ji 

picked up his pistol and fired at him. The sound of the 

firing served as a signal for the police hiding nearby, to 
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Report by C. sands, Superintendent of Police on 
S p ec i a 1 D u t y , C • I • 11). , d a t e d J a n u a r y 3 , 1 91 9 , 
p.315. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12, 
p. 87. 

of' 
Sen, S.P., DictionaryANational Biogr~y, Vol.t 
(A-D), p.466. 

Shukla, Chintamani, Mainpuri Janpad Ka Rajnaitik 
Itihas, Chapter 5, p.68. 
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In the encounter that followed, 19 men were 

arrested, including Genda Lal and Baba Lakshmananand. 2 

With the arrest of Genda Lal Dixit, the leader

ship of the 1 Matravadi Sanstha' was assumed by Deb Narain. 3 

The members of the 'Matravadi Sanstha' tried to arrange 

for Genda Lal Dixit's escape from the Gw~·lior Fort. The 
- 4 

attempt, however, proved abortive. 

* Section - II; Abortive Dacoitv 'Expedition' to Sonda Khera: 

In the third week of June 1918, arrangements were 

made to commit a dacoity in the village Sonda Khera in the 

Shahjahanpur district. 5 The intended victim was Chura 

1 0 ( i) Bismil, Ram Prasad, Atmakatha, PPo55-56. 
-

(ii) Gupta, Manmathnath, Bhartiva Krantikari Andolan 
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Singh the 1 mukhiya• (Headman) of the village.
1 

First of all Pratap Singh, Govind Singh, Somdeo, 

Madho Master and Fateh Singh assembled in a Aouse in Kheru-

gan j Mohalla in Shahjahanpur. 

Pratap Singh and Govind Singh had gone to Somdeo 

at Lucknow to fetch him at the bidding of Ganga Singh 2 who 

had stayed in Lucknow with Somdeo for some time having left 

in March 1918. When leaving Ganga Singh had left a trunk 

~nd a bundle of books with Mata Din, his class fellow, who 

lived at the Brahmo Samaj, Lucknow. There were some things 

belonging to Deb Narain and some books belonging to Ganga 

Singh as well as some books belonging to the 'Sanstha 1 and 

also some arms in the trunk. These things Somdeo was 

requested by Prqtap Singh and Govind Singh to take along. 

So Somdeo took the trunk and the two bundles of books, one 

of which contained Ganga Singh's class books and the other 

copies of the book "America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili", from 

the Brahmo Samaj and depositing the class books with 

1 • ( i) 

( ii) 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Musammat Zahuran, dated June 23-;-1919, 
Vol.13, p.178. 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, 
v"'1.12, p.93. 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, 
'V'O'f':'1 2, p. 92. 
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Sudeshwar Nath Baid, took the trunk and the bundle of 

1 Swadhinta 1 to Shahjahanpur. 1 

Three or four days later, Deb Narain arrived with 

three or four other men and put up in another house. Then 

one day Ganga Singh came and informed Madho Ram that all 

were to assemble that night at 9 p.m. at Ram Prasad's 

2 house. The men who took part in the expedition numbered 

d • t 3 aroun sJ.x een. They included Deb Narain, Somdeo, Ganga 

Singh, Pratap Singh, Ramadhin, Ram Prasad, fateh Singh, 

Raja Ram, Kali Charan, Shea Charan Lal {Raghubir), Gopal, 
. 4 

Govind Singh, Madho Master and three others. 

The men wera armed with two revolvers, a pistol, 

a d.b. break loading gun, three-four knives, three four 

lathis, a sword, t~rJO other guns and a spade, these having 

been distributed amongst them by Deb Narain. 5 As planned, 

1 • 
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~inpuri Conspi~y Case, Sessions Record, State
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all the men had assembled at Ram Prasad's house at 9 a.m. 

That night some had stayed in Ram Prasad's house while 

others at the Arya Samaj. At about 4 a.m. they all started 

along the Nigohi Road. Some went on foot and others 

followed by train. The pedestrians having reached first 

lay down in a grove near Nigohi, about 1Y2 or 2 miles from 

the station, to wait for the men who were coming by train. 

When the rail party arrived, all of them assembled in a 

dark jungle near the grove. 
1 

from there they proceeded to 

Sanda Khera, reaching at about 11 p.m. On reaching the 

house of the 'Mukhiya' they entered the 'Choupal'. The 

door of the 'Choupal 1 was made of bamboo, there was a new 

well being made at the door and there was a 'neem' tree at 

the door. There was a 'darzi's' house adjoining the 

'mukhiya' s', where there was a marriage on. The plan v1as 

to enter the'mukhiya's' house through a broken part in a 

wall of the house. However, it became impossible to follow 

this plan as the marriage party in the 'darzi's' house was 

staying on the very side where the broken wall lrJa So 
2 There 

now followed a violent altercation between Ram Prasad and 

Pratap Singh, as to which way they should effect an entry 

into the house. Pratap Singh wanted to enter by the door 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Re££Ed, State
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and Ram Prasad wanted the men to climb over the wall. This 

altercation gave the alarm to the villagers. So all the 

men were obliged to leave. 1 While they were leaving they 

happened to pass the house of an old Fakir woman; Zahuran, 

which was separated from the 'Mukhiya's' house by a lane. 

When Zahuran saw the men she began crying out 11 Thieves, 

thieves, they are killing me". 2 Ram Prasad promptly 

showed her a gun and threatened to kill her if she cried 

out. At this juncture, the old woman's son, intervened and 
. 3 

pleaded with Ram Prasad to spare his mother, giving him 

assurance that ithey had not recognized any of the men. He 

succeeded in pacifying Ram Prasad and the men retired from 

4 the scene, without having accomplished their purpose. 5 

As before some went back on foot and some by 

train. The arms were all given up. The men, however, 

1 • 

3. (i) 
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(ii) 

4. 
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remained assembled at Shahjahanpur. 1 

Zahuran reported the events of the night next 

morning. The Police came to the village and asked the 

villagers to give evidence, which they did not. As a 

2 matter of fact they denied the affair completely. 

Section - III: Dacoity in Village Pareli: 

A few days laterp another expedition was planned 

from Shahjahanpur to village Pareli in the Hardoi district.3 

All the men at Shahjahanpur were ordered by Ganga Singh to 

assemble at 11 p.m. at a wooden bridge. The men arrived 

there in groups. At about 1 p.m. Ganga Singh came and told 

them to go along the Shahabad Road. The men went along in 

twos and threes on foot except for Ram Prasad who was in a 

bullock cart which was carrying arms, and Fateh Singh, who 

was driving the cart. The men assembled a little on the 

Shahjahanpur side of Shahabad. The party consisted of Ram 

Prasad, Ganga Singh, Somdeo, Fateh Singh, Govind Singh,Sheo 

Charan Lal, Ramadhin, Madho Ram, Pratap Singh, Raja Ram, 

1 0 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
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Gopal and two men who came with Gopal, one of them called 

Bahadur, and another man of the neighbourhood. 1 Deb Narain 

did not take part in this expedition as he was lying ill in 

Shahjahanpur, suffering from boils, and was being treated 

by Dr. Ram Sahay Jauhari. 2 

The party stopped at a well near a grass jungle 

and took their food after which Ram Prasad distributed the 

arms amongst them. He then gave them a lecture informing 

them that the house which was to be looted belonged to two 

widows, who were extremely wealthy. He assured the men 

that there was no need to be frightened - the work was to 

be done for their mother country - for her they must get 

the money from the widows. Having thus encouraged the men, 

Ram Prasad deputed them to various tasks. Ramadhin was to 

stay wit~ the cart and if questio~dby anyone he would say 

that the axle had broken. The rest proceeded for the 

dacoity. Before starting, Ganga Singh put a mark of 'dahi' 

(curd} on Ram Prasad's forehead to bring good luck. The 

men, however, failed to reach the house of their intended 

victim that day as they lost their way. Pratap Singh and a 

------------·----------------------------------------------
1 • 

2. 

Maineuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12,p.94. 

Ibid., dated June 14, 1919, Vol.12, p.96. 
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local man were leading the way, but they got confused. And 

after going some 8 miles looking for the house, they 

returned to the place l.'llhere the cart was parked. It was 

decided to find out the proper way and make another attempt 

1 next day. 

Next day, on June 23, 1918, 2 the men scattered 

about in the day time, agreeing to meet at a certain cul-

vert. Later, however, a different place was appointed. In 

the evening all the men assemb~ed at the appointed place 

except for Ramadhin and Shea Charan Lal, who lost their way. 

The men proceeded from there to the Pali road, where they 

found the cart by a well. The arms were taken out and 

Madho Ram and Somdeo were ordered to take the cart to a 

1 serai' and then look for Ramadhin and Shea Charan. 3 

All the men, who went for the dacoity tied a 

cloth around their faces and one or two even wore false 

4 moustaches. They reached the house of the intended vic-

tim, Rup Kuar, daughter of Badri Brahman, Zemindar of 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12,p.94. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Jugdment, Part II. 
Vol.11, p.6. 
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Pareli, by midnight. At that time Rup Kuar was lying in 

her yard, a Brahmin maid servant, Laraiti, was with her, 

Rup Kuar•s daughter-in-law, who was also a widow as Rup 

Kuar 1 s son was dead, and two daughters of her sister-in-
. -
law (late husband's sister) were also there. Rup Kuar 

happened to see two of the men on the roof. She immediately 

called out for her servant Ram Ratan, and instructed every-

one to run for safety, as dacoits had entered the house. 

Rup Kuar and Laraiti ran towards the 1 barotha 1 , while the 

daughter-in-law along with the other two gir~s ran into a 

1 kotha 1 nearby. The men on the roof started firing, and 

a stray bullet struck Laraiti as she was running, and she 

fell on the threshold of the 1 barotha', dying on the spot. 

After this one of the men jumped down from the tin roof 

into the yard and opened the door of the stairs (stair 

case), through which six other men entered the house. They 

dragged Rup Kuar out of the 'barotha' into the yard and 

asked her to give them her jewellery and show them where 

all the cash vJas kept. She tried to get away by saying 

that the men had already killed the owner of the house, 

what could she show them? The men then resorted to torture 

to make her give up her wealth. They pricked her twice wi tl 

a knife at the back of the shoulder and asked her once 

again to show where the cash and jewellery was or else the: 

would kill her. They lighted a torch and burnt her fingex 

Rup Kuar then took out her keys and threw them to the men. 

telling them that her son was dead and she had nothing lE 
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She would show them whatever she had. 

She told them that the money was buried in three 

'kotharies'. The men took her ornaments from her box and 

dug up the money in the three places. Af·t er taking the 

money and the ornaments they asked Rup Kuar to give up her 

1 gunj' (gold necklace), which she said her 'mukhtar' had 
. 1 . 

taken. 

Meanwhile, the villagers had been alerted. Puttu 

Lal, a Zemindar of Pareli whose house was about 150 paces 

from Rup Kuar's, heard the bullet shots and along with 

other villagers ran up, climbing on to another house and 

began throwing bricks at the conspirators from the roof of 

the 'Thakurdwara' some five or six paces from Rup Kuar's 

house. The conspirators retaliated by opening fir~ 9 2 in 

which Puttu Lal got a bullet through his left shoulder and 

3 Chaube, another villager, through his right leg. 

The conspirators now retreated, blowing whistles,4 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Musammat Rup Kuar, dated June 24, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.179. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Puttu Lal, dated June 24, 1 919, Vol.13, 
p.1B2. 

~., Statement of Sub-Inspector Ram Sewak, 
dated June 24, 1919, Vol.13, p.1B2. 

Ibid., ·statement of Puttu Lal, dated June 24,1919, 
Vol.13, p.1B2. 
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but not before Ram Prasad and Bahadur had been injured by 

the bricks on their. foreheads. 1 

While all this was going on, Rup Kuar had fainted~ 

Ram Sewak, the Sub-Inspector-in-charge of Police Station, 

Pali, (Pareli was in the Pali Circle) was informed of the 

dacoity and he reached the house at 9 He found 

Laraiti dead and Rup Kuar with her right shoulder injured 

and her 3rd finger of the right hand burnt. He took her 

statement and also took possession of certain articles 

which the conspirators had left behind. They were; a 

scabbard of a dagger with a silver tip; a brass rifle 

cartridge marked W.R.A.Co. 3872 ltJ.CoE.; 21/2 inches long 

six small cartridges marked E.L. Y., E. X.L.; No.3 DO 1 Y" long 

two lead shots; the fore-end of a gun number 3479 appa-

rently part of a breech loading gun; a Lucknow embroidered 

topi, the border of which was stained with blood; a red 

leather shoe of left foot; an iron chisel; a'Kulhari' 

with bamboo shaft; an iron hammer; a false black mous-

tache with wire attachments, found on the road outside the 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12,p.95. 

I bid., Statement of Musammat Rup Kuar, dated 
~ 24, 1919, Vol.13, p.179. 

Ibid., Statement of Sub-Inspector Ram Sewak, ---- ~~~~ dated June 24, 1919,J...pp.181-182. 



119 

house. 1 Ram Charan, 'mukhtar-am' of Rup Kuar wrote out a 

list of the property stolen by the conspirators at the dic

tation of Rup Kuar and her daughter-in-law, 2 which was 

3 
given to the Sub-Inspector on June 29, 1918. The conspi-

raters had made away with property worth about 

4 
Rs. 1 0, 000/-. 

~-Jh en the conspirators returned, P rata p Singh went 

to Somdeo and asked him to bring the cart. Somdeo took the 

cart on to the Shahabad road, where he met Ram Prasad, who 

was injured on the forehead and whose clothes were soptted 

with blood. Ram Prasad told Somdeo that Bahadur was more 

badly hurt and was lying further on, and he was to go and 

fetch him. Then came Ganga Singh with his pocket full of 

ornaments, and gave orders that the men could all go, 

either by road or by train. Somdeo and Gopal went to Shah-

Jahanpur by train, and were given Rs.3/- by Ganga Singh. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. (i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Sub-Inspector Ram Sewak, datedJune 24,Vo'l 
1919, p.1B1. 

Ibid., Statement of Ram Charan, mukhtar-am,dated 
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From Shahjahanpur Ganga Singh persuaded Bahadur to go to 

his house and gave him his fare. 1 Ram Prasad got his 

2 wound attended by Dr. Ram Sahay Jauhari. Ram Prasad 

explained the wound as having been caused by a kick from a 

bullock.
3 

* Section - IV: Abortive Dacoitv 'Expedition' to Powayan: 

On September 29, a dacoity expedition was made 

f Sh h . h . t th p 1 . . 1 4 rom a Ja anpur 1n o e owayan po 1ce c1rc e. Twenty 

members assembled in Shahjahanpur with the intention of 

5 committing a dacoity at village Sonara in P.S. Powayan. 

However, when they reached the place on the 29th they found 

that a dacoity had al~eady been committed there by some 

other people just two nights before and there was a police 

party stationed at the spot. Thus the project had to be 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

* 
4. 

5. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12,p.95. 

Ibid., p.96. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.3D. 

Vol.11 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Judgment, Part III,L_P.14. 

.l£if!., Part II. Vol.11, p.7. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated March 2, 1919, p.397. 
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On September 30, 1918, while returning to Shah-

jahanpur with parts of the arms and equipment that were to 

have been used at the dacoity, 2 two of the conspirators 

entered one of the camel carts, which were going from 

Powayan to Shahjahanpur, at Dhakia.
3 One of them was Deb 

. 4 
Narain. There were two other passengers in the Camel 

Cart, a chaukidar of P.S. Khutar and a Kunja boy from 

P owayan. The cart reached the Jalalnagar Octroi Outpost in 

Shahjahanpur Municipality at about 7 a.m. The camel carts 

from Powayan side usually arrived at 5 or 5.30 aomo at the 

. 5 
outpost. But on this occasion they were delayed because 

they had to wait for a row of bullock carts to cross the 

Sodhauli bridge. 6 The cart in which the two conspirators 

were sitting was the leading cart and when it came in front 

of the outpost and stopped, the octroi 'muharrir', Salamat-

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Mr. Sands' note on the Conspiracy Case, dated 
February 19, 1919, p.369. 

ill!£., p.371. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Gulzar, camel-cart driver, dated June 18, 
1 91 9 , Vol. 1 , p. 23 7. 
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Ullah Khan, inquired of the passengers, if they had any 

dutiable items to declare. All the four men said they had 

none. The 'muharrir', however, was not satisfied and 

entered the cart. He saw the two conspirators who were 

seated facing one another. They had a red cloth bag bet-

ween them and underneath it a long bundle wrapped up in a 

paper. One of the two men was carrying another bundle tied 

up in a 1 langot 1 • The 'muharrir' asked them what was in 

the paper bundle. They replied there were two wooden 

bundles. 1 When he asked them to show the bundles, they 

showed him two new wooden bundles. He then asked to see 

the bundle, which t-Jas behind one of men's back. He was 

told it contained books. On touching it, however, Salamat 

Ullah found there was something hard like wood in it. When 

he asked them to open it, one of them told him, he was 

causin~ unnecessary trouble by not believing his words. 

When Salamat Ullah insisted on being shown the contents, he 

even threatened him by saying that the consequences of this 

harassment would not be pleasant ( .. ~ rff.lrffi CfiT "'ltflUII 3f"C.B'T 

still Salamat Ullah remained adamant. Thus 

with great reluctance and displeasure the conspirators 

began to undo the bundle very slowly. The butt of a gun 

------------------·----------------·------------------------------------·-----
1 0 Mainpuri Consei~cv Case, Sessions Record. State

ment of Salamat Ullah Khan, Octroi muharrir, 
Shahjahanpur, dated June 18, 1919, Vol.1, p.234. 
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appeared. On seeing it Salamat Ullah asked; how there were 

guns in place of books? A question, the conspirators 

replied by saying that they had made a mistake. A d.b. 

riffle and another gun also appeared from inside the bag, 

for which the conspirators said they had a licence. 1 

Salamat Ullah then asked to be shown the next bag, in which 

the conspirators said there was only a lata, a cord and 

some clothes. But Salamat Ullah had no reason to believe 

them. And from inside that bag was produced a new 'phowrah' 

and a new axe head. 2 At this point some women, who were 

sitting in the camel cart behind began to call out to the 

muharri~ to first attend to them and take the Octroi on 

some dutiable articles they had, and let them go as soon as 

possible. Salamat Ullah told the Chowkidar in the first 

camel cart to keep a watch on the two conspirators, while 

he went to clear the other one. When he returned, however, 

after 10 or 12 minutres, the two men had disappeared, 

leaving all the things in the cart. Salamat Ullah took all 

those things to the Chairman at the Town Hall. The Secre-

tary wes there and he made a list of all the articles. The 

Chairman and Salamat Ullah then took the articles to the 

1 • 

2. 
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Collect or. 1 

Salamat Ullah Khan described one of the conspira-

tors to be 25 or 26 years of age and the other 22 or 23 

years. 

included:_ 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

The articles left behind by the two conspirators 

a .450 bore double barrelled breech loading 

rifle; a single barrelled cap gun; three 6 

chambered cap revolvers; thirty rounds of 

Mark III Marini Henry Carbine Cartridges; 

two Curtis and Harvey gunpowder flasks one 

labelled in English "For daily practice"; 

two tins of percussion caps; and a quantity 

of small shot, buck shot and bullets; 2 

some government .450 rifle ammunitions; one 

S.B. muzzle loading gun; there were also two 

red turbans, a khaki coat, khaki 1 putees 1 and 

a number of whistles.
3 
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* Sect ion :;_jfJ_ Abortive Dac oi tv 1 Expedition 1 to Kura ol i: 

On November 29, 1918, Dalpat Singh, Shimbhu Dayal, 

Babu Ram, Bhura Singh and Devendra Nath made an 1 expedition' 

to Kuraoli in the Mainpuri District to waylay some banias 

on their way to Hathras. 1 Jagannath Prasad, a 1 bania' of 

Kuraoli came to Shea Krishna at Mainpuri with information 

that three 1 banias 1 were going to Hathras to purchase some 

goods and would be carrying about six hundred rupees with 

them and that four or five men could easily rob them. 2 

Shea Krishna ordered Dalpat and Shimbhu Dayal to go with 

Jagannath Prasad to Kuraoli. They left Mainpuri at 3 p.m. 

in an 1 ekka 1 with accommodation for passengers on top. 

Kallu musalman was the driver of the ekka. Apart from 

Dalpat, Shimbhu Dayal and Jagannath Prasad, there was an 

old muhammdan woman and a man, the son of a 1 Seth 1 of 

Kuraoli, who had brought some zamindari in Rampura a few 

days before, in the ekka. 
3 

The men reached Kuraoli at 

about 5 p.m. and proceeded to the Camel Carts' stand,where 

* 
1 0 

2. 

3. 
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they were to be met by some more men to be sent by Shea 

Krishna, with arms. At 1 a.m. Babu Ram, Bhure Singh and 

Devendra Nath came in a Camel Cart and alighted in front of 

the 'thana' where the Camel Carts used to stop. They 

brought with them a spear, two pistols and a police uniform 

coat. Meanwhile the weather had taken a turn for the 

worst. The sky was overcast and some drops of rain had 

started falling. Now Jagannath Prasad brought the informa-

tion that the 1 banias 1 had decided not to go to Hathras 

after all. Thus the men had to return empty handed. They 

started on foot at 4 a.m. and reached Mainpuri by 9 a.m. 1 

At Madai Darwaza they saw Gopi Nath alighting 

from a Camel Cart with a bundle under his arm, coming from 

the direction of Etah. Dalpat wanted to speak to him but 

he signed to him not to do so. After going a short way he 

told Dalpat he had brought something which he could take to 

his house, if he liked. Dalpat, however, refused as there 

were other boys living with him. Gopi Nath promised to 

show Dalpat the things when the latter came to his house. 

Dalpat went to Gopi Nath's house that evening, November 30, 

1918 and Gopi Nath showed him a single barrel pistol, a 

double barrel pistol, a leather cartridge belt for 37 

1 • ~inpuri Conspiracy Case, ~ssions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.19. 
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cartridges, all of which Dalpat had not seen before. Gopi 

Nath also informed him that he had gone 38 miles the day 

before, from where he was coming and that he had been 

practising shooting with a gun and a pistol in the jungle. 1 

Section -VI: Miscellaneous thefts: 

Early in the year 1918 in Lucknow, Somdeo, fateh 

Singh, Govind Singh, Deb Narain and Madho Ram, being in 

need of funds to pay the printers for one of the Society's 

publications, a book entitled 'America Ko Swadhinta Kaise 

Mili 1 , got hold of a man who was said to have run away with 

some of his employer's property, and extorted from his ill 

gotten . 2 ga 1n s. 

It was fateh Singh, who proposed this plan of 

getting the required money. He told the rest that he knew 

of a Thakur, staying at the Dharamshala, who had been 

employed by a mahajan in or near Delhi and had run aw~ 

with some cash and ornaments belonging to his master. The 

plan was to threaten him and get everything from him. Thus, 

Govind Singh, Deb Narain and Madho Ram went after him to 

1 • 

2. 
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the City station and arrested him 1 under the pretence of 

bein~ 2 
AC.!.D. officers. They first threatened to take him to the 

Kotwali, and then took him towards the river. 
3 

They were 

joined by Somdeo too on their way towards the river. The 

Thakur begain to cry and throwing himself at their feet, 

pleaded with them not to send him to jail and offered them 

everything he had. The men naturally took him up on his 

word and obtained from him a gold necklace, a watch, a gold 

coloured watch, bracelet and some cash. At his request, 

Deb Narain gave the Thakur Rs.2/- for his fare, and he was 

warned never to set foot in Lucknow again. 4 

A number of thefts were also committed for the 

purpose of the society. On January 7, 1918, a bicycle was 

5 stolen in Agra. The theft was done by Deb Narain, Baij 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

5. ( i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 
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Nath and one other boy. It was stolen from the Agra 

College, where it had been brought by one Md.Abdul Majid, a 

student of the College. The bicyle belonged to a friend of 

his. Abdul Majid reported the theft at the Khirki Kale 
c. 

Khan Police Outpost, Agra. He described the bicyt).e in his 

report mentioning among other particulars that it had six 

holes in the back rim to fix an auto wheel and that the 

pedal crambs were bent outwards. He also gave the make, 

2 etc. 

3 
These same men stole a typewriter in Agra on 

January B, 1918. Head Constable Jagannath Prasad No.2 of 

Agra Police, stated on oath that on 17.1.1918, ~.Jlr.~voolen, 

Head Master of the Rajput High School, Agra reported at 

Hari Parbat Police Station the theft of a typewriter under 

Section 380 I.P.C. 

4 luck now. 

On March 23, 1918, another bicycle was stolen in 

------------·-----------------------------------------------------
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Somdeo and Deb Narain had gone to P. Dayal & Co. 

to have a block of Bharatmata pr~pared. When they reached 

there, they saw a bicycle under a staircase. And when Deb 

Narain said they needed a bicycle, Somdeo suggested that 

since no one was around they should take it. It was a 

lady's bicycle and it had no lamp, a pedal was also broken. 

Somdeo had it repaired and Pratap Singh came and took it to 

Sh a h j a h an p u r • 1 

All the members of the society were expected to 

learn how to ride a bicycle and drive a motor. 2 

Some bottles of acids and mercury were stolen 

from the Mainpuri Mission High School laboratory on June 25 

And once Dalpat stole the bolts of some doors, 

some panes of glass and the lock of the reading room on the 

instructions of Shea Krishna, Chandradhar and Prabhakar.
4 

The glass panes were used for mounting the photos 

5 of leaders. 
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To sum up, such 'Military' activities of the 

society were the source of earning money, for seditious 

acts against the Briti~ Government. But there was no evi-

dence to show that the society attempted in tampering with 

1 
the troops, etc. The activities of the society reveal 

the extent to which the members were sincerely devoted to 

the noble cause of freeing their nation. Every moment, the 

members of the society were prepared to risk their lives to 

redeem their motherland from the shackles of the British 

Yoke. 

1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Judgment, Part II, 
Vol.11, pp.4-7. 


