
. . . . . . . ~ ' . . . . . 
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Sainik Vibhag or Military activities comprised 

the collection of arms 1 and learning how to make and use 

them, and distribution of the arms among the public to 

prepare an army of their own. 2 The money needed to get 

arms was obtained by committing dacoities.
3 Dacoities 

were committed on well to do persons. Under the military 

section, the society's men were also required to enlist in 

the regular army and to win over to their cause the Indian 

soldiers.
4 

Section - I: A g r a A rm s C a s e : 

In April, 1916 Dammi Lal and Deb Narain, under 

the directions of Genda Lal went to Gwalior in order to 

5 get arms from there. It may be noted that in Gwalior, 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case 9 Sessions Record,State
ment of Somdeo dated June 1'.2., 1 91 9, Vol. 12, p. 74. 

lbid., p.74. 

I bid. , p. 7 4. 

Mainpuri Conspirac~~' Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, State
ment of Prabhu Dayal dated April 11, 1919, Vo1.3, 
p .1 06. 
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th.ere was no Arms Act in force. 1 Genda Lal, who had good 

t . . G 1" 2 connec ~ons ~n wa ~or, purchased the arms in Lashkar, 

3 
which Dammi Lal and Deb Narain carried to Agra. However, 

they were caught while importing the arms from the Gwalior 

State into Agra.
4 

On April 26, 1916 5 at about 9 p.m. 

Dammi Lal and Deb Narain alighted from the train coming 

from Gwalior, at the Raja Ki Mandi Railway station Octroi 

outpost. They had with them a box and a bundle of bedding. 

Here, Karim-uddin, the Octroi peon of Agra stopped them to 

ask if they had anything liable to pay Octroi duty. The 

said no they didn't. One of them suggested that they give 

some money to the peon to avoid trouble, where-upon one of 

them went away to get some change. Meanwhile, the peon 

took away the other one, who had remained, to the outpost 

along with the box and begding. The man gave his name as 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Shukla, C., Mainpuri Janpad Ka Rajnaitik Itihas, 
p.66. 

Mainpuri Conspire~ Cas~, Police File No.113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, c. I.D., dated March 2, 1919, p.401. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas.§., Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, State
ment of Prabhu Dayal dated April 11, 1919, Vo1.3, 
p. 1 06. 

Mainpuri C~spiracy Case, Police File No.113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C. I.D., dated March 2, 1919, p.401. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Khan Bahadur S. Kazim Husain, City Ins
pector, Agra, dated June. 26, 1919, Vol.13, p.207. 
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Jai Narayan and the other's as Panna Lal. The 'moharrir' 
-

at the outpost asked him what was in the box. He said it 

contained ghee. When the 'moharrir' told him to open the 

box, he said the key was with his brother Panna Lal. After 

some time he went away on the pretext of fetching the key 

and did not return • 1 Thus Dammi Lal and Deb Narain aban-

d d th d d t f th . t t. 2 one e arms an manage o escape rom e s~ ua ~on. 

When the box and bedding were opened, the following articles 

3 
were recovered:-

1 • 

2. 

3. 

(i) A tin box of English gunpowder - 2 

tolas less than 1Y4 seer. 

(ii) A tin box of English gunpowder - 1o/2 

tolas less than 3/4 seer. 

(iii) Buck shot and one bullet in a cloth 

bundle, 1 tala less than 1-3/4 seer. 

(iv) Some gunpowder and a few shot in a 

cloth bundle, 3Y2 chittacks in weight. 

{ v) A red flask of English gunpowder, 2 

tolas less than 10 chittacks. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Karim-uddin, Octroi peon of Agra, dated 
June 21,.1919, Vol.13, p.162. 

Mainpuri Conspira~ Case, Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Prabhu.Dayal dated April 11, 1919, Vol.3,p.106. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Karim-uddin, Octroi peon of Agra dated 
June 21,.1919, .Vol.13, p.162. 
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(vi} A Kathar. 

(vii} 

(viii) 
' 

( ix) 

(X) 

S.B. Topidar gun with new stock with 6 

caps in a Chamber in the stock and ram 

1 
rod. 

2 
D.B. Gun. 

Some books were also recovered. They 

were; a Hindi book entitled "Bharat 

Vir Ratan Chitravali" published at the 

Bombay Bhusan Press, Muttra S. 1905 by 

Pt. Ram Chandra Veda Shastri, Aligarh, 

containing photos and histories of 

Maharana Pratap Singh, Chhatrapati 

Shivaji Maharaj, Guru Govind Singh, 

LakshmiBai, the Rani of Jhansi, Dada 

Bhai Naoroji, Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra 

Pal, Aurobindo Ghosh, Chidambran 

Pillay, Surendra Nath Banerji and Pt. 

Ajudhya Nath. 

A book in English - "Report of the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record,State
ment of Khan Bahadur s. Kazim Husain, City Ins
pector, Agra, dated June. 26, 1919, Vol.13, 
pp.207-2D8. 

Ibid., Statement of Karim-uddin, Octroi Peon of 
A g ra d at ed J u n e 21 , 1 91 9 , V o 1. 1 3 , p • 1 6 2 • 
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Trial of Tilak 1908" published at the 

Marhatta Akhbar, September 1908. It 

also contained a picture of Bal Ganga

dha r Tilak. 1 

This case of recovery of arms was investigated by 

Khan Bahadur S. Kazim Husain, City Inspector, Agra, who 

'challaned' Dammi Lal and Deb Narain. Deb Narain's address 

was traced to Mohalla Madya Katra, Hari Parbat Police 
. 2 

Circle, Agra, and he was arrested. 

The Inspector, during the course of his investiga-

tions, found out Deb Narain's other name Chakhan Lal and 

also a third 
3 

name 'Rakshas'. The Agra District Authori-

ties next requested Mr. C. E.\~. Sands, who was in charge of 

the Special Branch of the C.I.D. from July 1906 to November 

1917, to come to Agra and look into the case. vJh en Mr. Sands 

reqched Agra in May 1916, he found Deb Narain under arrest 

in connection with the Arms Act Case. It was here, in 

connection with the Arms Act Case that Sands first heard 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~~, ~~sions Record, 
Stat~ment of Khan Bahadur s. Kazim Husain, City 
Inspector, Agra, dated June 26, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.208. 

Ibid., p.207. 

Ibid., p.2D8. 
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the name of Genda Lal. 1 Investigations disclosed that 

Dammi Lal and Deb Narain were helped to import arms by 

Genda Lal, who had connections in Gwalior. 2 Mr. Sands 

deputed Inspector Jagannath of the C. I.D. to make inquiries 

in Gwalior about Genda Lal in connection with the Agra 

3 Arms Act Cas e. In connection with this inquiry Sands 

also learnt the name of Prabhu Dayal of Auraiya, an 

associate of Genda Lal. 4 

Inspector Jagannath went to Gwalior but could 

not find Genda Lal. He even searched his house at Mai in 

5 P.S. Bah, District Agra, but did not meet with any success. 

1 0 

2. 

Even though the connection of Dammi Lal and Deb 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.282. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No. 113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated March 2, 1919,p.401. 

3. ( i) Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions~ord, State 
ment of C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.282. 

4. 

5. 

(ii) Ibid., Statement of Inspector Jagannath of C.I.D. 
dated July 1, 1 919, Vol.13, p. 228. 

Ibid., Statement of C.E.ItJ. Sands, Superintendent 
of Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 
1919, Vol.13, p.282 •. 

Ibid., Statement of Inspector Jagannath of C.I.D. 
dated July 1, 1919, Vol.13, p.23D. 
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Narain with Gwalior was established as also their associa-

tion with Genda Lal, fortunately for them, the district 

police disregarded the assurance of the C.I.D., that this 

was a true case and one in which no effort should be 

spared to secure a conviction. The case eventually failed! 

Dammi Lal was discharged and the case against Deb Narain 
. 2 

was withdrawn. And because of the failure of this Agra 

Arms Act Case against Dammi Lal and Deb Narain, the 

inquiry regarding Genda Lal and Prabhu Dayal was also 

3 
dropped. 

Section - II: Dacoity in Nagla Jasrath: 

On November 11, 1917, the society committed an 

armed dacoity in the village of Nagla Jasrath in Mainpuri 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

1 0 

2. 

3 • 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No. 113, 
Report by c. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, C. I .D., dated January 3, 1 919, 
p.311. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty in the C.I.D., dated July 8,1919, 
Vol.13, p.306. 

Ibid., dated July 5, 1919, Vol.13, p.2B2. 
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district. 1 The dacoity was committed by a gang of about 

2 25 members, including Genda Lal, Dalpat Singh, Deb 

Narain, Madho Ram, Ram Narain, Pratap Singh, Sheo Krishna, 

Gopi Nath, Sidh Gopal, Prabhakar, Chandradhar and Dammi 

3 
Lal. The rest of the gang came t·rom Kanpur, Ag ra and 

Ajmer and two men from Alipur. 4 Genda Lal was the 

Commander-in-Chief in this dacoity. 5 

It was first decided that the dacoity would be 

committed on November 10, 1917, but as the boys failed to 

1 • ( i) 

( ii) 

2. 

3. ( i) 

(ii) 

4. 

5. 

Mainpuri Conspira~Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
pp.12-13. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No. 113, 
Mr. Sands' note on the Conspiracy Case dated 
February 19, 1919, p.365. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II. 
Vol.11, p.6. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 191 9, Vol.1 2, 
pp.12-13. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vo1.11, p.12. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, f21i~file No. 113, 
Copy of a demi-official letter from Superinten
dent of Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 
1918, p.205. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy ~' Proceedings in the 
Court of the District Magistrate, Mainpuri, 
Statement of Dalpat Singh dated March 29, 1919, 
Vol. 3 , p. 3 5. 

.~ 

' 
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so 

collect on that day, the work was postponed to November 11, 

1 91 7 • 0 n N o v em b e r 1 0 , 1 91 7 , at a b o u t 3 o r 3 • 3 0 p • m • P ra tap 

Singh went to Tindauli Upper Primary School, where Madho 

Ram (Master) was an assistant teacher, to call him for the 

work. Madho Ram asked the Head Master, Kalyan Mal for 

leave s·aying that he wanted to go home. The Head Master 

expressed surprise at Madho Ram's wish to leave the 

school at that time as he usually went by the evening 

train. l\1adho told him that he was leaving early as he had 

some business in Mainpuri first. vJhen Kalyan Mal asked 

him, who the man was, who had come to fetch him, Madho 

Ram told him that his name was Pratap Singh and he was an 

assistant teacher in Noner. Kalyan Mal gave him leave to 

go and Madho left the School at 4.15 p.m. As he was a bout 

to go, he asked one of the boys to fetch his "Mansukha", 

which was the name he had given to his stick. 1 

On the 11th morning, Dalpat Singh, Prabhakar, 

Ram Narain and Sidh Gopal collected in the latter's house 

from where Dalpat and Ram Narain were sent by Sidh Gopal 

to fetch an axe from one Darbari lal, a student in the 

1 Dth Class of the Government High School, Mainpuri. They 

returned with the axe by 11 a.m. and deposited the axe in 

1 0 Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Kalyan Mal, Head Master, dated June 25, 
1919, Vol.13, pp.193-194 • 

. ~-- -~.---~- --·- --- --~----- ... 
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Sidh Gopal's room. Sidh Gopal then instructed Dalpat, 

Prabhakar and Ram Narain to go and wait in a certain grove 

near the station where food would be sent to them. The 

three went there arriving a bout noon. Soon after they 

were, joined by Deb Narain, who came with two other boys. 

At about 1 p.m. Dammi Lal, Pratap Singh and Madho came 

with food. 1 They carne separately. Dammi Lal then told 

Dalpat, Prabhakar and Ram Narain to go and wait in the 

'Lohawala bag' until he came to call them. At about 5 p.m. 

Dammi Lal and Pratap Singh came from the direction of the 

Agra Darwaza through the fields and called them. t'-1adh o 

carne with two men of Alipur. Then they all proceeded to 

railway bringe over the canal at Karpari. It was the 

place where all the men were to assemble. They lrJere to 

commit a dacoity at a Mahajan's house in Nagla Jasrath. 

The house was some six miles from the Karpari bridge, on 

the outskirts of the village. Some men had pistols, some 

swords, some knives, some lathis, some daggers, etc. 2 

-----------------·------·----------------------

1 • 

2. 

!:1_~inpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. 
Statement of Dalpat, dated June 4, 1919, Vo1.12, 
p.1 2. 

"Genda Lal carried a 'bichua' and a 'katar'. 
Dalpat had a 'bichua', a big knife and a big 
knife and a stick. Sheo Krishna had a 'bichua', 
Gopi Nath had a pistol and a knife. Prabhakar, 
Dammi Lal and Ram Narain each had a knife." 
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Dalpat, Shea Krishnat Prabhakar and Dammi Lal 

wore police uniform coats, wax candles were taken to be 

used to obtain light and whistles for sounding the retreat 

1 if the villagers began to assemble. 

It was decided to effect an entrance by some of 

the men scaling the roof of a neighbouring house which was 

lower than the roof of the Mahajan 1 s house, and pulling up 

2 their confederates by means of a rope. The neighbouring 

house belonged to one Brahmajit, 3 a cultivator of Nagle 

4 Jasrath. Madho Ram sat on the lower wall and Genda Lal 

stood on his shoulders. With Genda Lal on his shoulders, 

Madho stood up and Genda Lal scrambled on to the roof of 

the Mahajan•s house. Genda lal then let down a rope to 

Madho, who did not manage to reach the roof, falling off 

after getting up half way. Next Ram Narain climbed up 

5 taking with him an axe, a sword and a spear. Thakuri, 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, ~dgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.12. 

Ibid., p.24. 

Mainpuri Conspira£Y Cas~, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Sub-Inspector Zorawar Singh dated June 
24, 1919, Vo1.13, p.1BB. 

Ibid., Statement of Brahmajit, cultivator of 
Nagla Jasrath dated June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.192 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.12. 
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the son of Hira Lal Mahajan, was sleeping in a 'Kotha' on 

the roof. One side of the door was open and one side 

closed. Thakuri happened to wake up and seeing two men 

1 near him pushed them out and shut the door. The men, 

both downstairs as well as upstairs, started calling out 

for the doors to be opened and the men with pistols, who 

had been stdtioned at various places begain firing them 

2 off. The men on the roof began striking on the door of 

Thakuri 1 s room with an axe and the chain got loose. 

Thakuri made an attempt to escape over the roof but they 

cut at him with a sword injuring him on the palm of the 

left hand, back of the third finger on the left hand, on 

the right wrist and on the head. Thakuri, however,managed 

to escape by opening a window in the parapet of the roof 

and jumping on to the neighbour's roof and fell down sense-

3 
less into Brahmajit 1 s yard. 

All this commotion upstairs awakened the occu-

pants of the house, who were downstairs. They were 

Musammat Gomti, Thakuri's sister-in-law and a barhai woman. 

-----------------------------------------
1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Thakuri dated June 25, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.191. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.12. 

Ibid., Statement of Thakuri dated June 25, 1919, 
VOI:"13, p.191. 
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Musammat Gomti was sleeping in her 'Barotha', when she was 

awakened by the noise of the men on the roof. She and the 

barhai woman made a rush for the door but when the barhai 

1 woman opened the door, the men caught them. They tried 

to get away by saying that they were 'barhai' women and 

had come to sleep there and that they did not belong to 

the house. Sheo Krishna, however, did not believe them 

and took both of them in to the house. Alongwi th Shea 

Krishna, Prabhakar, Dalpat and Darnmi Lal, all wearing 

police uniform coats entered the house. Ram Narain and 

Genda Lal came from upstairs while Gopi Nath remained at 
. 2 

the door. 

The men asked the women to shaw them where the 

valuables were? They made Musammat Gornti sit dotvn in the 

yard near a 1 nand 1 which was upside down. There were t~·JO 

yards in the house and there was a 'barotha' between them. 

There were two rooms in the outer yard. There were dung 

3 
cakes in one and cattle were tied in the other. Genda 

Lal shook her and asked her for the keys and threatened to 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

~ainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Musammat Gomti dated June 24, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.186. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.14. 

Ibid., Statement of Musammat Gomti dated June 
24:-1919, Vol.13, p.1B6. 
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beat her if she did not show them the keys. Musammat Gomti 

told them that the keys were in a niche. As she had said 

they found the keys in the niche and opened the lock of a 

room of the inne~ yard. Musammat Gomti told them falsely 

that there was some money underneath an earthen bin full 

1 
of 'sarson'. Dammi Lal, Ram Narai n and G enda Lal over-

turned the bin and dug the ground beneath with the 

1 Phaorah 1 they had brought but nothing was found. All 

this time Shea Krishna stood by the woman with a 'bichua' 

in his hand and. a candle. 2 By this time the villagers had 

collected in numbers and the men posted outside sounded 

their whistles. As all the men started to go .out Genda 

Lal took the gold stud of Musammat Gomti and also wounded 

her with the 'bichua' making her bleed profusely. Some 
. 3 

spots of blood even fell on Genda Lal•s clothes. 

1 0 ( i) 

( ii) 

2. 

3. 

When the people came into the house they found 

----------------------------·------------------------

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Musammat Gomti dated June 24, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.1B6. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.1l4. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.14. 

I bid. 
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Musammat Gomti senseless.
1 She had received injuries on 

the head, on the right shoulder and the palm of the right 

hand, and a slight injury on the left hand.~ She was 

3 
revived when the villagers poured water down her throat. 

After leaving the Mahajan's house, the men 

stopped at the canal railway bridge near Tindauli and 

enquiries were made if any man or article had been left 

behind and Madho said that his stick had been left behind. 

Certain other articles besides the stick of hill wood were 

also left behind. They were; a drinking vessel (kamandal), 

a thin rope, a thick rope, a 'katar', an axe, and a burnt 

torch and candles. An 'angochha' was also dropped on the 

way and Ram Narayan left his shoes by the side of ·the rail-

way line. One rope with the 'kamandal' which was carried 

by Deb Narain (Hari). One rope was the one which was used 

4 for climbing up. 

-------------------------------
1 0 ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, St~te
ment of Musammat Gomti dated June 24, 1919, Vol. 
13, p.1B6. 

l.lli•, Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.14. 

~., Statement of Sub-Inspector Zorawar Singh 
dated June 24, 1919, Vol.13, p.18Bo 

Ibid., Statement of Musammat Gomti dated June 24, 
1919, Vol.13, p.1B6. 

~., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 5, 
1 91 9 , Vol • 1 2 , p • 1 5 • 
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Apparently a pistol had also burst on the scene 

of the Nagla Jasrath dacoity and one person was injured. 1 

The first report of the dacoity was made at the 

'thana• on November 12, 1917 at 5 a.m. by Rahim, Chaukidar 
7 

in the presence of Zorawar Singh, Sub-Inspector-in-charge 

of Police Station, Ghiroro Zorawar Singh reached the scene 

at 7 aomo He found marks of axe blows on the door of a 

room on th roof, and saw some blood on the roof, by the 

window in the parapeto He saw both Thakuri and Musammat 

Gomti 11-1ho had received injuries and decided that the wounds 

had been inflicted by a sharp weapono He also found the 

2 rope hanging from the roof of the complainant's home into 

the maidan outside the house, Brahmajit 1 s house adjoining 

3 
Thakuri's house near that placeo He also detected signs 

of people having climbed up at that placeo He found some 

articles left behind by the dacoits of which he took 

possession. These were: a glass of Moradabad work with a 

brass handle and number 5 on the bottom with a cord 20 

cubits long of 1 san 1 made by kanjars; a hemp rope made by 

1 • 

2o 

3. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Dalpat Singh dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.1 5 ( This information was given to Dalpat by 
Shea Krishna a few days after the dacoity). 

Ibid., Statement of Sub-In spector Zorawar Singh 
dated June 24, 1919, Vol.1!3, p.188. 

Ibid., p.189. 



88 

kanjars 25 cubits long; wooden piece of a gun broken, with 

a brass socket attached, an iron rod, one span long; an 

iron gun hammer; leather strap with buckle; wax candle; a 

piece of cloth, a cubit long; a stick of hill wood with 

iron strips on each side and an iron ferrule. The 1 katar 1 

was found about a furlong away on the tracks of the 

. t 1 consp1ra ors. 

Zorawar Singh examined Musammat Gomti on November 

17, 1917 in the hospital and sre reported the loss of her 

nose stud, silver bangles, finger and toe rings, gold ear

rings, Rs.7 and some paise- Total value being Rs.31/8/-. 2 

The conspirators had remained in the house for 

3 
about Y2 hour. After the Nagla Jasrath dacoity, all the 

arms were locked up in a box. The clothes spotted with 

blood which Genda Lal had worn were also kept in the box as 

well as some old clothes to prevent the arms from rattling. 

Dalpat Singh deposited this box with his brother-in-law in 

Mainpuri telling him that it contained books and belonged 

to a boy, who had gone home and would fetch it later. The 

------------------·----------------------------------------------------------

1 • 

2o 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Rec~, State 
ment of Sub-Inspector Zorawar Singh dated June 
24,1919, Vo1.13, pp.188-189o 

Ibid., p.189. 

~·, Statement of Brahmajit, cultivator of 
Nagla Jasrlrth, dated' June 25, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.192. 
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box remained in Dalpat's brother-in-law's house for 15 

days after which Dalpat, Prabhakar, Sheo Krishna and 
it 

Chandradhar brought it and placedAin Liladhar's room in 

the ~1ission Boarding House. 1 The box of arms was finally 

kept with Thakur Gulab Singh. 2 

Zorawar Singh sent up a case against Madho Ram 

in connection with this dacoity. 3 Madho Ram's stick which 

was left in the scene of the dacoity was recognised and 

identified by Kalyan Mal, head-master of the Tindauli 

Upper Primary School. 4 It was alSJ identified by one 

* Lalta Prasad, Zamindar of Kurahar. Lalta Prasad came to 

know Madho Master, when he joined Tindauli School. Lalta 

Prasad was shown the stick two or three dayR after the 

dacoity and he recognisad it as belonging to Madho Ram. He 

even recalled the first time, when he saw it with Madho 

Ram at Kosma station. On that occasion he had remarked 

1 0 

3 0 

4. 

* 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Dalpa t Singh dated June 6, 1 91 9, Vol.1 2, 
p.2D • 

.l,.E.!£., dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, p.1B. 

Ibid., Statement of Sub-Inspector Zorawar Singh 
dated June 24, 1919, Vol.13, p.1B9. 

1~·• Statement of Kalyan Mal, Head Master, 
dated June 25, 1919,.Vol.13, pp.193-194. 

Kurahar is about 1 or 1Y2 miles from Tindauli 
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that Madho had a fine stick and it was such a pity that it 

was broken. Madho Ram had said that he had had it 

repaired by a 'lahar• of Khera, who had put on the iron 

strips. Lalta Prasad had admitted that the repairs had 

1 been very neatly done. Durga Prasad, Mukhtar-am of 

Thakur Prithi Singh 1 rais 1 of Tindauli also identified the 

stick as belonging to Madho Ram at the investigation of 

the Nagl.a Jasrath dacoity. Durga Prasad knew Madho Ram as 

his daughter's son Tilak Chand and his nephew's son Nand 

Kishore used to attend the Tindauli School, where he was 

assistant teacher. And Durga Prasad had seen the stick 19 

or 20 times in the hands of Madho. 2 

Madho Ram, however, absconded alongwith Pratap 

Singh, immediately after the dacoity and could not be 

traced by the police. 
3 

Right after the dacoity expedition, Madho Ram 

returned to the Tindauli School at 8 a.m. on Monday Novem-

ber 12,1919. Madho had got hurt in the leg and was 

1 • 

2. 

3. 
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limping. His arrival was noticed by the head master, 

Kalyan Mal as also the limp. Madho explained by saying 

that he had sprained his foot in the night. The head 

Master also noticed that Madho's 'Mansukha' was not with 

him. That whole day Madho Ram did not report for work but 

lay and slept. And on November 13, 1919 without taking 

leave, he left by the 9 p.m. train and disappeared. 1 

Thus, when the Sub-Inspector, Ghiror, came to 

question, Kalyan Mal in the Diwali holidays soon after the 

dacoity and showed him the stick, saying it had been left 

on the scene of the dacoity, Kalyan Mal recognised it as 

Madho Ram's and immediately suspected that he had some 

concern in the dacoity. And he even mentioned Pratap 

Singh's visit on November 10, 1912, to the 1 thanadar•. 2 

Proceedings in the Nagla Jasrath Dacoity were 

3 
taken against Madho Ram under Section 512 C.P. C. Dammi 

Lal 9 s name was mentioned in the course of the investigation 

as a friend and associate of Madho Master. Vague suspicion 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
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also fell on Pratap Singh. 1 

Inspector Jagannath, C.I.D., was sent to Alipur 

Khera two or three weeks after the Nagla Jasrath dacoity. 

He was sent to assist the local police as this was 

believed to be a political dacoity, because of Madho Mas-

ter having taken part in it. He stopped at the house of 

B. Ganga Prasad, a Zamindar of that place. Although he 

visited Dammi Lal's father at Alipur Patti and also met 

Dammi Lal there, he did not question him about the Nagle 

Jasrath dacoity, nor did Inspector M. Bakar Alio But Ins-

pector Jagannath did go to Parhin to question Digbijai 

Singh about two boys who were said to have come to Tindauli 

and to have stayed with Digbijai Singh about two months 

before the Nagla Jasrath dacoity. Digbijai Singh, however, 

g~ve him no information. Inspector Jagannath stayed 8-10 

days in the Mainpuri district, investigating the Nagle 

Jasrath dacoity. 2 

While the search for Madho Ram was going on, a 

Sub-Inspector misunderstanding some orders, arrested a 

number of teachers in a vernacular school in Alipur, for 

1 • 

2. 
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which he was punished. The Inspector had ordered e search 

for the absconder Madho in the houses of these persons, but 
. rt 1 

the Sub-Inspector mistook~for an order for their arrest. 

On one occasion Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, the 

District Magistrate, Mainpuri, was informed that a Lahar, 

resident of Alipur Patti or Alipur Khera, who was in jail 

under Section 110 C.P.C. wished to make a statement about 

several dacoities including Nagla Jasrath and would give 

clues to several dacoities. He was consequently released 

but no dacoity could be traced through him, and he was sent 

back to jail. Inquiries were made into his statement by the 

police but led to nothing. 2 

Earlier in July 1917, one Nikson Singh of Etawah, 

who had been convicted in a Kanpur Dacoity Case, had made a 

statement before the commandant of the Military Police at 

Port Blair implicating certain men of dacoity generally and 

in particular had alleged that Genda Lal, a school master 

of Auraiya in the Etawah district made bombs and had a store 

of arms and bombs in a cellar of his house at Auraiya. 

1 • 
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Enquiry was made by the Police •1 Inspector Jagannath, 

C.I.D., was sent to Auraiya in November, 1917 in this 

connection and he found out Lal Singh's and Makundi Bania's 

names in connection with the inquiry. No case was, however, 

started against themes a result of the inquiry. 2 

Two other names, that of Badri Singh end Sham 

Manohar of Auraiya also came up. However, nothing was 

discovered beyond the fact that Genda Lal was a "dakait" 

and that he had associates in Lal Singh, Badri Singh, 

Makundi Bania and Sham Manohar, all of whom were known to 

the police as "active criminals". 3 

* Section- III: Abortive Dacoity 1 Expedition' to Etawah: 

In the third week of January, 1918, a number of 

members assembled at Etawah with the object of looting the 

1 • 

3. 

* 
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house of a 'Bania' in 1 the town. The men who assembled at 

Etawah for the purpose were Genda Lal, Somdea, Baij Nath, 

Mathura Prasad, Madho Master, Govind Singh, Pratap Singh, 

Makundi,· Gopi Nath, Chandradhar and Ram Nara~n. 2 

Somdeo had gone to Etawah to sell books where he 

met Genda lal at the Hindu High School Boarding House. 

Genda Lal asked him to send his servant home and stay back 

himself as there was some work on hand. It had already 

been decided to commit a dacoity at the bania's house. 

Genda lal sent Scm Dec with a letter to call Deb Narain. 

But Deb Narain could not came as his uncle had died. How-

ever, he gave Sam Deo fifty rupees and a revolver and also 

sent two boys with him to join in the dacoity, one of them 

named Baij Nath. At the Etawah station the three were met 

by Mathura Prasad, who took them first to a ruined fort and 

from there to his house. 
3 Madho Ram, Govind Singh and 

Pratap Singh, Makundi also reached Etawah for the same jab. 

A •sunar'(Jeweller) of Auraiya also came. Gopi Nath, 

Chandradhar and Ram Narain came from Mainpuri. Some of the 

1 • 

2. 

3. 
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party stayed in the Dharamshala, some at Mathura Prasad's 

bouse and some at tne house of one of Genda Lal's 

relatives. 1 Genda Lal knew the servant of the Mahajan,who 

was to be looted. This servant had promised to inform 

Genda Lal when his master was verifying his cash in the 

evening. However, he did not give reliable information as 

a result of which the idea of committing the dacoity was 

abandoned. Another thing which discouraged them was that 

the house of the Mahajan was right in the city and tahsil 

was too near, a fact which made the job a very risky and 

for which they were not enough in numbers. The boys from 

Mainpuri and Agra went home. The 'sunar' from Auraiya then 

suggested to Genda Lal that he should go to Auraiya and do 

a job there. 2 

* Section - IV: Abortive Dacoity 'Expedition' to Auraiya: 

Thus Genda Lal, along with Somdeo, Pratap Singh, 

Govind Singh and Madho Ram went to Auraiya 3 for the pur-

1 • 

2. 
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pose of committing a daring dacoity the object being no 

less than the looting of the Auraiya Sub-treasury at which 

they had information that the cash balance was high. 1 Also 

included in the plans was the intercepting of a bania, who 

was expected to be coming from Phaphund station to Auraiya 

with large of 2 belonging to Messers Ralli a sum money, 

Bros, 
3 

January 20, 1 91 8. 
4 on 

from Mainpuri, Shea Krishna, who was apparently 

informed of the project ordered Dalpat Singh, Ram Narain 

and Prabhakar to go to Auraiya to participate in this work. 

He told them that there was a lot of money in the tahsil 

and the tahsildar being on tour it would be easy to loot 

tho treasury and also that arrangements were being made to 

rob some 'banias' coming from Cawnpore to Auraiya. 5 
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starting from Mainpuri, Shea Krishna gave Prabhakar a 

bottle containing some chemical, which he said would make 

any person who smelt it, unconscious and told him that he 

could use it to drug the banias, who were to be robbed and 

also the driver and other passengers; so that they would 

not be able to raise an alarm or recognise anybody. He 

also gave a pistol and two knives to Dalpat. 1 The three 

then proceeded to Dibiapur (Phaphund) by train. They 

stayed the night at the Dharamshala there. In the morning 

they had gone some distance towards Auraiya, 2 about a 

.1 3 
m~ e, 4 when they met Somdeo, who was s up posed to be 

meeting them at the station, coming along in a 5 tonga. 

Early that morning, at 5.30 a.m., 6 Makundi had 

reached the huts of the ekka driver Nanbu, who had shifted 

1 • 
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out of town as there was a plague raging in Auraiya which 

lasted for 2-3 months. No other ekka drivers were there at 

the time, so Makundi had hired Nanhu's tonga for Rs.2/- to 

drive to Dibiapur station and back, the distance being 12 

miles each way. Nanhu had sent Barkat, another ekka driver 

to drive the tonga for Makundi. Makundi had stayed back 

and 1 Somdeo had gone to the station, 2 starting at 6 a.m~ 

When Somdeo met Dalpat, Ram Narain and Prabhakar 

on the way he took them up and continued on his way to the 

4 station, where he was to meet Deb Narain also. When the 

tonga reached Dibiapur station all the men went in. 5 They 
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remained at the station till 8 a.m. 
1 and after the mail 

had passed they came out. 2 Somdeo told the tonga driver 

to take the three men to Makundi's house while he himself 
.. 3 

stayed back to wait for Deb Narain. He told the driver 

that Makundi would pay his fare. The driver took them to 

Makundi's Brother's shop and Makundi's brother deputed a 

boy to show them the house. He took them to a house which 

was locked. The house was over 100 yards from the place 

where the tonga had stopped. The men remained outside the 

house. Shortly after Makundi arrived, paid Rs.2/- to the 

tonga driver and unlocked the house and took them in. The 

men found Genda Lal, Pratap Singh, Madho Ram, Govind Singh 

and two others already in the house.
4 

They remained in 

the house till 1 p.m. Makundi then took Dalpat Singh and 

Prabhakar to Lallu Singh's house, trJhere Lallu Singh saddled 

a mare for Dalpat and Prabhakar to take with them. They 

went to the place which Genda Lal had pointed out, about 

six miles from Auraiya. Genda Lal, Pratap Singh and Madho 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~, _§~ens Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
p .1 6. 

Ibid., Statement of Barkat, ekka driver, dated 
June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.199. 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, 
Vol. 1 2, p. 9 2. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 
1919, Vol.12, p.1 6. 



/ 

. 101 

Ram also reached there and giving Dalpat and Prabhakar a 

knife each told them to lie down in the jungle and come out 

when they heard the sound of a whistle. Ram Narain, Govind 

Singh had also reached the place. 1 

Meanwhile at Phaphund station, Deb Narain had not 

turned up but two others had come bringing a letter from 

him. Somdeo had sent the two men to Auraiyat 2 While he 

himself had remained at the station in order to get into 

the same ekka as the men, who brought the money, so that 

his confederates should know which ekka to hold up; but the 

3 
man with the money failed to turn up. 

The men lying in wait on the road between Auraiya 

and the station4 remained there till about 7 p.m. As no 

~vhistle had sounded by then and all ekkas had passed from 

the railway station, following the previous directions given 

-----------------------------------·----------------
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by Genda lal, they came out on to the road to return to 

1 -
Auraiya. 

It was true that sanehi Ram Johar Mal, grain 

dealers and the largest Hundi brokers in Auraiya
2 

had 

sent their weighman Bishnath, to Kanpur, Tram where they 

got their cash, on January 19, 1918 with Hundis to the 

value OT Rs.14,000/- received Tram Ralli Bros. The man was 

to go Tram Auraiya to Phaphund in an ekka and from there by 

train. Similarly while coming back, he was to bring the 

cash from Phaphund to Auraiya in an ekka. It was the usual 

practice for the men to return with the cash from Kanpur on 

the very next day, even iT it was a sunday as January 20, 

1918 was; but occasionally, 
3 

the Kanpur firm of Hundi 

discounters, 4 Nihal Chand Baldeo Sahai, did not have 

enough cash in hand to cash the hundis on a Sunday, in 

which case the man had to wait till the next day. This is 

exactly what happened on this occasion. Thus the man, who 

was expected to return with Rs.14,000/- on Sunday, January 
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1 
20, 1918, did so on the next day on January 21, 1918. 

The sub-Treasury Project was also given up owing 
. . . 2 

to the unexpected return of the tahsildar. 

On reaching Auraiya, Somdeo, Dalpat, Govind Singh, 

Madho Ram, Pratap Singh and Ram Narain spent the night at 
. . 3 

La 11 u Singh ' s h o us e. 4 Genda Lal also came there. Next 

morning, the boys from Mainpuri, Dalpat and Prabhakar 

returned to Mainpuri 9 Ram Narain, however, did not go with 

5 them, saying that he would not return empty handed. 
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