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The first effort towards organizing a secret 

revolutionary society in the district of Mainpuri was made 

by Pandit Dammi Lal Pandey. When Dammi Lal was a student 

of the Government High School, he was greatly influenced by 

the patriotism of the Head Master, Babu Chota Lal, who was 

an Arya Samajist. 1 The Arya Samaj was a body throbbing 

with the message and mission to further the cause of Indian 

Nationalism and was to a great extent a revolutionary 

force 2 too. The virtuosity of the Head Master exercised 

an appreciable influence on all the students of the school. 

Consequently a wave of patriotism had started flowing in 

the School. The students fell into the habit of reflecting 

on the trials of the Bengal revolutionarism, many of whom 

were being sentenced to death or transportation. Such 

accounts served to fan the passions and increased the 

1 • Indra, Brabmachari & Sinha, Indradev, ~nti Ke 
Mandir Mein, p.54. 

2. (i) Gupta, Manmathnath, Bhartiya Krantikari Andolan 
Ka Itihas, Chapter 6, p.111. 

(ii) Pandey, Dhsnpati, The Arya Samaj and Indian 
Nationalism (1875-1920), p.113. 

(iii) Home Political Proceedings, Nos.39-177. Daily 
Report of the Director, Criminal Intelligence, 
dated June 3, 1907, p.136. 
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courage of the young boys. Further a keen perusal of 

revolutionary literature, particularly the books 'Guiseppe 

Mazzini' written by Lala Lajpat Rai and 'Anandmath' by 

Bankim Chandra Chatterji, provided added inspiration towards 

revolutionary ideals. As a matter of fact, it was on the 

basis of these books, that Dammi lal and his associates 

planned their programme and started imparting revolutionary 

education to the people. They hoped to find men with simi-

lar views and initiate them into the revolutionary movement 

with the aid of literature. 

1 College, 

In the year 1914 Dammi Lal went to study in Agra 

There also he continued to persevere for the 

promotion of the revolutionary spirit. It was here that he 

came to learn of Pratap Singh, who was working as a master 

in a school at Shikohabad and was striving for a similar 

2 goal. 

While still at School in his village, where he 

was studying Hindi, Pratap Singh had got the opportunity to 

read the old files of the Hindi Kesari and ever since felt 

an inclination towards Social Reform.
3 

As the Arya Samaj 

1 • Indra, Brahmachari & Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Mein, pp.54-56. 

2. Ibid., p.56. 

3. Ibid., p.64. 
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w~s doing commendable work in the field of social service, 

Pratap Singh started working with it; and here gradually 

the revolutionary spirit began to take roots in his heart, 

being helped in its growth by a study of the revolutionary 

literature. This literature brought to him a realisation 

of the distressing condition of the people of India under 

the British Rule, and an intense desire to do something to 

relieve her of her misery. But at that early stage he felt 

incapable of doing anything. 1 

When Pratap Singh was sent in 1909 to Mainpuri 

for further studies, the economic condition of his family 

was far from satisfactory. 2 Thus, it was with some diffi-

culty that he managed to reach the Hindi Middle and then 

his father decided to get him married, a proposition which 

Pratap Singh had not foreseen and ~;;~hich certainly had no 

3 place in his plans. As his father was determined, Pratap 

Singh had no alternative but to run away from home. He 

reached the Gurukul, Badaun, where he too~ up the study of 

Sanskrit. 
4 

When his family came to know of his where-

1 • Ind.ra, Brahmachari &. Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Mein, pp. 64-6 s. 

2. I bid., p. 6 s. 

3. llli·, p. 6 5. 

4. .!.EM·, p.65 • 
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abouts he was brought back and the marriage plans were 

dropped for the moment. Pratap Singh again started his 

study in the Middle School. Here he found most of his 

friends, like him, possessed of a nationalistic spirit. 

One of them was Pandit Girija Shankar, who was later to 

extend valuable help in the revolutionary work. 1 Just as 

the examinations were drawing near, Pratap Singh's family 

again fixed up his marriage. Right after his examinations 

were over, Pratap Singh fell ill and had to stay at home 

during which time, his family got him married. 2 The 

marriage, however, did not prevent him from pursuing his 

ideals. He once again left home and reached the same 

Gurukul, Badaun, where he spent about a year. But here too 

he was not satisfied. 3 Soon he was discovered by his 

family and brought home. At home too he felt nothing but 

dissatisfaction with his present state of inactivity. He 

would have liked to continue with his studies, but the 

shortage of money made it impossible for him to do so. 

Besides, his father was not in favour of high academic 

achievements, and, at the same time, as per the tradition 

among the Rajputs, he wanted him to get into the 

1 • Indra, Brahmachari &. Sinha, Indradev, Kranti~ 
~dir Mein, p.66. 

2. lill·' p.66. 

3. ..!.E.!E!· , p.66. 
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army. 1 He found an opportunity when a military General 

visited the Raja of Mainpuri. He with the help of some of 

his relatives, who were in the army, arranged for Pratap 

Singh to be introduced to the General. The General gave 

Pratap Singh permission to join the army, handing out a 

promise to make him an officer soon, owing to the fact that 

he was educated. 2 This was more than his family had hoped 

for. However, serving the British Government was not what 

Pratap Singh had in mind, in fact quite the contrary. 

Serving the army would not lead him to the path of fulfil-

ment of his dreams - that of freeing his country. Conse-

quently, much to the disappointment of his family, he 

refused to join the army, saying that he would not serve 

such a wretched Government. He could not stay at home 

3 
any longer. 

He started looking for a job. He sent an applica-

tion to the District Board and was fortunate enoggh to 

obtain a Teaching job. Now, after finishing the school 

work every day, he started touring the nearby villages 

imparting his revolutionary ideas in an attempt to prepare 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Indra, Brahmachari & Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
~!£_~, pp.66-67. 

1.2.!.9. • ' p • 6 7 • 

I bid., pp.66-67. 
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associates for his work. Around the year 1915, he was sent 

by the Board for training in the Shikohabad Training 

1 School. He now started staying in the Shikohabad Boardirg 

together with five other boys. Here started an intensive 

study of Revolutionary literature and Pratap Singh began 

actively to propagate revolutionary ideals among his 

colleagues as well as other people. It was at this time 

that he came into contact with Dammi La1. 2 

Dammi Lal, met Pratap Singh at the Shikohabad 

railway station. one day, on his way to Agra. They struck 

up a friendship and henceforth started working in close 

co-operation in order to promote the revolutionary movement 

in the United Provinces.
3 

The number of revolutionary 

recruits started increasing steadilyp forming a regular 

4 society. They met one Master Madhoram, who became a 

strong supporter of the movement. What was needed now was 

a regular supply of revolutionary literature to aid the 

movement in its progress. for this purpose it was decided 

to open libraries by collecting those books, which had been 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Indra, Brahmachari & Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Mein, pp.64, 67-68. 

J.lli., p.6B. 

Ibid., pp. 56-57. 
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confiscated. Thus Dammi Lal set up a library in Aryapur 

and Pratap Singh did the same in Noner (his village), 
1 

where he had returned after completing his training, to 

2 take up a teaching job in a local school. The establish-

ment of a library would also enable Pratap Singh to save 

his salary for his family, all of which, hitherto was being 

spent on books. And in setting up the library, the people 

of Noner were only too ready to help. The books from these 

two libraries proved to be extremely effective in spreading 

3 
the revolutionary spirit throughout the villages nearby. 

In Noner, Pratap Singh was reunited with Pandit 

Girija Shankar, who was then studying in the Mission High 

Sh 1 • M" .4 c oo l.n a J.npurJ.. He also met Pandit Gopi Nath, another 

student of the Mission High School, Mainpuri, and an ex-

student of the Shikohabad Middle School, who had already 

come under the influence of the revolutionary movement. 5 

Now Pratap Singh started visiting Mainpuri every sunday and 

giving lectures to the students, with the help of 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

s. 

Indra, Brahmachari & Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Maindir Mein, pp.56-57. 

I bid. 

I bid • , p. 6 8. 

Ibid., p.69. 

Ibid. 
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literature. In this work he was ably assisted by Girija 

Shankar who kept him informed of the effects of his 

preachings on the students. Soon the Mission School Board-

ing House became an important centre of revolutionary 

activity and propaganda. 1 The most promising among them .. 
were Shea Krishna and Pandit Sidh Gopal Chaturvedi. 2 Next 

the students started being sent to schools in other dis

tricts to do similar work there. 3 

Dammi Lal, on the other hand, was busy in Agra 

College, where he succeeded in winning over many enthusias-

tic pupils, chief among whom was Deb Narain. Very soon 

Agra College wao also humming with revolutionary activity. 4 

In Shahjahanpur, the society found an important 

member in Ram Prasad. 5 I t wa s d uri n g t h e s e s s ion of t h e 

Lucknow Congress that Ram Prasad first heard of a secret 

society, whose primary object w~s to promote the revolu-

6 
tionary movement. After hearing various reports of the 

1 • I ndra, B ra h rna c h a r i & Sinha, I nd radev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Me in, p.6 9. 

2. Ibid., p.57. 

3. Ibid., p.sa. 

4. I bid., 

s. Bismil, Ram Prasad, Atmakatha, p.40. 

6. ~· 
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society, Ram Prasad became eager to join it and lost no 

time in becoming a member. 1 

Then there was Ganga Singh, a student of Ewing 

Christian Collese, Allahabad, who wished to become a 

member. After gathering all information about him, the 

society sent Deo Narain to Allahabad to assess Ganga Singh 

and finally recruit him. 2 

Shea Krishna became the leader for the district 

of Mainpuri, where he came to be known as acollector' and 

3 his 'naib 0 (deputy Collector) was Gopi Nath. 

Ram Prasad was the leader for Shahjahanpur and 

Ganga Singh assumed leadership for Lucknow. The leadership 

for the whole United Provinces was handed over to Genda Lal 

D •. t 4 
~X~ ' who was unanimously acknowledged as their leader 

by the young revolutionaries. Genda lal took over the task 

of collecting funds, a most essential necessity for any 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Bismil, Ram Prasad, Atmakatha, p.40. 

Indra, Brahmachari & Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Main, p.71. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Police File No.113, 
Copy of a d.o. letter from Superintendent of 
Police, Mainpuri tQ the Deputy Inspector General 
of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 1918, p.201. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II. 
Vo1.11, p.3. 
See Appendix I. 
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organised socity to carry on its revolutionary activities. 

The men knew very well that these would not be forthcoming 

in the form of donations. The only course was to extort 

funds from the wealthy persons. The funds so gained would 

be used to give to the members whenever the need arose but 

. 1 t h d •t• . 1 
ma~n y o pure ase arms an ammun~ ~on. Thus arrange-

ments were made for starting a military branch of the 

society and Genda Lal assumed command of this branch of 

t . . t 2 ac ~v~ y. 

Pratap Singh continued his efforts in revolu-

tionary propaganda and Dammi Lal and Deb Narain in their 

hunt for revolutionary literature. After some days Dammi 

Lal returned to Aryapur. The work of the society continued 

effectively until most of the important dintricts of the 

United Provinces were involved. 3 

A list of some of the prominent members of the 

Matravedi Sansthaa 

1. Shea Krishna, son of Bhagwan Das, Bania of village 

Barnahal, Police station Karhal, Dis-

trict- Mainpuri. 

1 • Shukla, Chintamani, Maineuri Janead Ka Ra jna i tik 
Itihas, p.67. 

2. Indra, Brahmacha ri & Sinha, Indradev, ~nti Ke 
Mandir Mein, pp.74-75. 

3. I bid. , p.60. 
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2. Gopi Nath, 

3. Dammi Lal, 
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son of Tara Shanker, Brahman of Kurri 

Police Station, Jasrana, District -

Mainpuri. 

son of Bhikari Das, Brahman of Alipur 

Patti, Police Station Bhogaon, District 

Mainpuri. 

4. Ram Narain Pandey, son of Mal Chand, Brahman of Alipur 

Patti, Police Station Bhogaon, District 

5. Dalpe t Singh, 

6. Karh ori Lal, 

7. Sidh Gopal, 

B. Chand radhar, 

Ma inpuri. 

son of Ram lal, Brahman of village 

Nitauli, Police Station Karhal, Dis

trict Mainpuri. 

son of Jharnman Lal, Mahajan of Bewar, 

District Mainpuri. 

son of Gahbar Singh, Brahman of village 

Chandikhera, Police Station Karhal, 

District Mainpuri. 

son of Mewa Ram, Kayasth of Muhalla 

Chipati, Mainpuri City. 

9. Genda Lal Dixit, son of Bhola Nath, Brahman of village 

1 D. Madho Ram, 

11 • P ratap Singh, 

Mai, Police Station Bah, District Agra. 

son of Shib Dayal, Brahman of Alipur 

Patti, Police Station Bhogaon, District 

Mainpur i. 

son of Saghar Singh, Thakur of Noner, 

School Master of Noner, District -
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Mainpuri. 

1 2. Deb Narain, son of Sham Lal, Brahman of Agra City. 

1 3. Scm Dec, son of Kishori, Brahman of Brindaban, 

District Mathura. 

14. Govind Singh, son of Shankar Singh, Thakur of Fateh-

pur Roshnai, Police Station Binor, 

District - Kanpur. 

15. Makundi, Bania of Auraiya, District- Etawah. 1 

16. Ram Prasad, son of Murlidhar, Brahman of Sader 

Bazar, District - Shahjahanpur. 

17. Ganga Singh, son of Rangi Singh, Thakur of Khander, 

Police Station Jalalabad, District -

Shahjahanpur. 

18. Raja Ram, son of Murli Dhar, Brahman of Deokali, 

District Shahjahanpur, student of 

Mission School, Shahjahanpur. 

1 9. Kali Charan Sharma, son of Janki Prasad, Brahman of 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Bad ripur H adiara, Police Station Powayan, 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.11 • 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919. 
Vol.12, pp. 110-111. 

(iii) Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Papers filed by Inves
tigating Authorities, Petition filed by C.E.W. 
Sands, dated March 13, 1919. Exhibit No.1, Vol.2, 
PP. 3, 5 &. 7. 
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District Shahjahanpur, student of 

Mission School, Shahjahanpur and later 

Bareilly College. 

20. Shea Charan Lal,son of Ganga Ram, Brahman of Nagla Daru, 

Police Station Kasganj, District - Etah. 

21. fateh Singh, son of Shankar Singh, Thakur of fateh-

pur Roshnai, Police Station Binor, 

District - Kanpur. Pressman. 

22. Kalyan Datt, son of Lalji, Brahman of Girdharipur, 

District - Etawah. School Teacher. 

23. lala Ramadhin, son of Debi Prasad, Cloth merchant of 

Sadar Bazar, Shahjahanpur. 1 

24 0 Dr. Kashi Nath Goel, 

25. Seth lal Man, 

26 0 Mathu ra Prasad, 

27. Hira Singh, 

2 8. Kavi Alias Sharma, 

2 9. Baij Nath, 

3 o. Ram Charan Lal, 

31 • Mal khan Singh, 

1 • ( i) Ma inpu ri Conspiracy Cas~, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919. Vol.12, 
pp. 11 0-111 • 

( ii) Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Papers filed by Investi
gating Authorities, Petition filed by C.E.W. Sands 
dated March 13, 1919. Exhibit No.1, Vol.2, 
pp.S &. 7. 
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1 32. Gopal, 

33. Gulab Singh, Zamindar Thakur of village Kalhaur, who 

gave the society help by getting the 

gold and silver ornaments recovered in 

loots melted at his house by jewellers 

and disposing them off. 

34. Thakur Digbijai Singh, of Parhira who gave same sort of 

assistance as Thakur Gulab Singh. 

35. Thakur Jagdamba Singh, 

3 6 o lallu Singh, 

37. Liladhar, 2 

38o Bhurey Singh, son of Sukhram Singh, Thakur of Dhak-

purwa, Police Station Sahawar, District 

Etah. 

39. Babu Ram, son of Sanehi Lal, Kayasth of Barak, 

Police Station Bewar, District Mainpuri. 

40. Shambhu Dayal, son of Baldev Prasad, Kayasth of Devi-

1 • 

2. 

3. ( i) 
.. ' 

( ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919. Vol.12,p.111 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 
1919. Vol.12, p.11. 

Ibid. -
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Papers filed by Inves-

tigating Authorities, Petition filed by C.E.W. 
Sands, dated January 3, 1919. Exhibit No.388, 
Vol.2, p.205. 
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nagar, Police Station Kuraoli, District 

Mainpuri. 

41. Debendra Nath, son of Shiva Charan, Kayasth of 

Bareilly. 

42. Raj Bahadur, 1 

2 43. Prabhu Dayal, 

44. Bhairon Singh, 

45. Tori Singh. 3 

The members of the society were given "society 

names" by which they were known to one another. Some of 

the conspirators had more than one society name. The rulep 

however, was not universally observed, e.g., Somdeo had no 

society name, although some of the members referred to him 

as Pahalwan because he had a healthy physique. 4 
Some of 

the society names were in fact more of the nature of nick 

names, e.g. 'Gattam• (a short, stout man) for Raja Ram and 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Abhay Pado Mukherji, dated June 10, 1919. 
Vol.13, p.49. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~~· Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Prabhu Dayal, dated April 10, 1919. Vol.3, 
p.1D2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113, 
Report by c. Sands, Superintendent of Police·on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated March 2, 1919, p.B1. 

lBi£., Letter from Superintendent of Police, 
Mainpuri, to the Deputy Inspector General of 
Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 191B,pp.201-2 
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'Thalthal' (which means flabby) for Sidh Gopal. 1 It was 

against the rules of the society to inquire the real name 

of any conspirator. This rule, however, was not strictly 

observed. 2 Some of the society names have been recorded 

3 
in the judgment of the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. 

The real name of the society was the •Matravedi 

Sansthau, i.e., society of those who are prepared to sacri-

4 fice themselves for their mother country. It was also 

known as the llGupta Sanstha" as the members were supposed 

to do their work in secrecy, unknown to the Government or 

5 to any one else for that matter, except its own members. 

The society had for its object to serve the 

mother country in order to remove her troubles, not to 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113, 
Letter from Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri 
to the Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
Range 1, dated December 3, 1918, pp.201-203. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, pp. 9-1 o. 

Ibid., p.1D. Please See Appendix II. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919. Vol.12, p.74. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 
1919. Vol.12, p.1. 
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beget children until they had secured independence of the 

country to rob the rich in order to provide funds for the 

purpose of collecting arms, for giving to the poor. 1 In a 

nutshell it was the intention of the members of the society 

to drive the English out of the country. The society's 

methods of work, also included the murder of those who 

2 stood in their way. 

t Thus the members committed political dacoities 

and robberies, disseminated sedition by means of inflamma-

tory literature and endeavoured generally to spread a 

revolutionary spirit throughout the country. The districts 

chiefly affected were Agra, Etawah, Mainpuri, Shahjahanpur 

and Lucknow, but signs of their activity and influence were 

apparent in farrukhabad, Kanpur, faizabad, Benaras, 

Bareilly, Badaun, Bijnor, Basti, Moradabad, Mathura, Etah, 

Sultanpur, Hardoi, Gonda, fatehpur, Allahabad and Mirzapur 

districts. 
3 

The society had a book of rules which was in 

Manuscript form. These rules covered 5 or 6 pages. It was 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Report by c. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919, 
p. 31 50 

Ibid. 

Ibid., dated March 2, 1919, p.395. 
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not a proper book, but only a paper folded to copy book 

. 1 
Sl.Ze. According to the rules the members were obliged 

not to put probing questions to other members of the 

society. The prohibition referred to such question as 

"where have you come from?", "~hy have you come?", "what 
- 2 

work are you going to do?tt, and 11 what is your nam e1". 

A member, who had taken part in some work of the 

society was not supposed to speak about it to another 

3 member, who had not taken part. But it was not against 

the rules of the society for a member to mention about the 

persons, who were to take part in a dacoity, to one who was 

helping in making the preparations for the dacoity, but 

4 never to another. However, the rule was sometimes 

observed and sometimes not. 5 

1 0 

2. 

3. (i) 

( ii) 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~ssions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919, Vol.12,p.112. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat .Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3, 
pp.tB-19. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, .§es sions Record, State- , 
ment of Somdeo, dated June 16, 1919, Vol.12,p.104. 

lbid.,Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 7, 
1919, Vol.12, p.32. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 
1919, Vol.12, p.23 • 

.!..E..!!!•, Statement of Somdeo, dated June 16, 1919, 
Vol.12, p.108. 
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There was only one set of rules for leaders and 

members. The leader in each district knew whatever the 

members of that district did as nothing could be done with-

out his orders about the leader of one district might not 

know what the leader of another district did unless he also 

took part in the particular work. 1 

As a rule a man was put on probation and test 

before the oath was administered to him; but it was at the 

discretion of the leaders to test him either before or 

after administering the vow. 2 Only 'pucca• members were 

t k d "t d•t• 3 
a en on aco1 y expe 1 1on s. 

The members ~,rJere to obey the leader or anybody 

deputed by him to take the lead in any particular duty. To 

disobey without good reason was considered to be an act of 

disloyalty. 4 It was not a tenet of the society that women 

were to be well treated, it was the poor who were to be well 

treated. 5 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, .§~sions Re.£.9..!£!., State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 16, 1919, Vol.12,p.10B. 

I bid • , p. 1 04 • 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 
1919, Vo1.12, p.22. 

I b id • , p • 2 3 • 

Ibid., p.3D. 
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The headquarters of the society were, wherever 

th 1 d h d t b 1 . . 1 e ea er appene o e 1v1ng. 

There were three grades of members:-

(1) old members, who had done some service to 

the society; 

(2) new members, who knew only those, who had 

initiated them or those with whom they had 

c o me in contact , bu t who d i d not know t h e 

others; 

( 3 ) th h d t . . b 2 ose w o were un er ra~n1ng as mern ers. 

The society used to hold meetings sometimes in a 

h au se P where the members c auld be alan e P or in the Boarding 

h h 1 t h . th ' 1 3 Th ouses. w en no one e se ~"as ere or 1n e JUng es. e 

following used to be the subjects of discussions: 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

(a) 

(b) 

who did good work? 

who did not do good work? 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.11D. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3,p.2D. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.3. 



(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

~8 \. • .1 

where to commit a dacoity? 

what punishment to be awarded for 

faults on the part of the members? 

where to send for men from outside? and 

what new members should be admitted. 1 

The members took vow to free their country from 

the foreign yoke and to render absolute obedience to the 

2 orders of the society 'on pain of death'. There was a 

3 
form of oath which they were required to sign. Given 

below is an exact translation of that oath: 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

"Bande Mataram, 

Shrimanji, I bo1:J to you, 

Today I enlist myself as a member of the "gupta 

sanstha"o By the omnipotent and omnipresent God, 

I do hereby, promise that I will never be a 

traitor to the cause of the society. By the 

name of the Mother Bharat, I declare that I will 

free her from the yoke of foreigners and thus 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3,p.20. 

~Political Proceedings, April 1919, Nos.148-
152. Weekly Report of the Director, Central 
Intelligence, dated March 10, 1919, p.B. 

Please See Appendix III. 



become a true and dutiful son. I will not turn 

back from the service of the country till I die. 

I will always be ready to sacrifice my body, mind 

and property (tan, man, dhan) for the sake of the 

motherland. I am a true son of the mother and I 

will never cause any obstruction in the work of 

the society. The sun might forego his heat and 

moon her coolness, however difficult troubles 

might confront me, I shall never turn back from 

the call of duty, and if need be, shall not care 

for family tieso I swear by the mother that I 

~rJill not fail to carry out the orders of the 

society, and in case of my failure the society 

will have the right to pass the death penalty 

upon me. 

1 Name, date, full address." 

In the words of Dalpat Singh: "We considered that 

the Government was oppressing us and treating us badly by 

over taxing us, not allowing arms to be carried or factories 

opened without a licence and many other things and keeping 

the highest posts for themselves. We wanted to turn the 

1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II, 
Vol.11, p.4. 



British out by any means, good or badn 1 •••••• "We wanted to 

obtain the upper hand and rule over them as they rule over 

us no~rJ, and they should be our subjects. If the English 

wish tonremain they should do so on the same footing as 

Indian subjects11 •
2 

There were four following branches of activities 

of the society: 
3 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

1 0 Sainik Vibhag, 

2. Sahitya Prachar, 

3. Gupta Charya, 

4o Shilpka ri. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Recor£, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.9. 

I b i d • , d at ed J u n e 6 , 1 91 9 , V o 1. 1 2 , p o 31 • 

/ 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, 
Vol.12, p.74. 
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APPENDIX - I 

Genda Lal Dixit 

Genda Lal Dixit, the acknowledged leader of the 

'Matravedi Sanstha' was born in village Batesar in the 

Agra district on November 20, 1888. 1 His father, 

Bholanath Dixit, was a school teacher at Auraiya with a 

scanty income. Due to the meagre income of his family, 

Genda Lal was unable to pursue his academic career beyond 

the 'Entrance'. Therefore, he took up teaching and became 

a teacher in the D.A.V. School at Auraiya. G end a Lal grew 

into a young man greatly influenced by the revolutionary 

storm that was blowing all over the .country. His Arya 

1 samaji faith further strengthened his patriotic fervour. 

We get an insight into Genda lal's early revolu-

tionary activities by the statement in Court, of Prabhu 

Dayal during the proceedings of the Mainpuri Conspiracy 

Case in the year 1919. Prabhu Dayal came into contact with 

Genda Lal towards the end of the year, 1914. Genda Lal was 

at that time Head Master at the D.A.V. School, Auraiya, 

while Prabhu Dayal was studying in the sanskrit Pathshala, 

1 0 ( i ) 

(ii) 

Sen, S.P. (Ed.), Dictionary of National 
Biography,.Vol.I, p.466. 

Gupta, Manmath Nath, Bhartiya Krantikari 
Andolan Ka Itihas, p.111. 



Auraiya. Genda Lal used to go to the Sansk~it Pathshala 

to learn Sanskirt where he met Prabhu Dayal and started 

preaching his revolutionary ideas to him. Genda Lal was 

greatly interested in the teachings of the Gita and used 

to study the Gita with Prabhu Dayal. He also started 

initiating Prabhu Dayal into the revolutionary cult by 

giving him some other books, like 'Napolean Bonaparte•, 

'Prince Bismarck', • swadhinta•, which \vas a translation of 

J.S.Mill's'liberty•. Genda Lal felt that one should take 

lessons from these books. Regarding the British Power, he 

felt that in the world war that was going on it was very 

probable that the British would be defeated which would be 

the signal for an uprising in India to dethrone them, and 

it was for them to be prepared for such an eventuality. In 

other words they should collect arms and know how to use 

them. He also said that one who did no service to his 

motherland in such a crisis and did not release her from 

the clutches of the British Rule, had no drop of Hindu 

blood in him., However, it was no easy task to procure 

arms and learn how to use them. At this time Genda Lal met 

Lakshmananand Bramhachari. 

lakshmananand had committed a number of 

dacoities in the British 'Raj' being a constant source of 

embarrassment for the British who had tried time and again 

to round the gang up but with no success. Lakshmananand 
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and his gang would hide in the wilderness of the Chambal 

Valley where it was difficult to hunt them down. The 

British Government had even asked for the assistance in 

capturing the gang from the Gwalior State. 1 

Brahmachari promised to help Genda Lal and teach 

him and his men the use of firearms for which they had to 

go to him. Prabhu Dayal agreed to go there earlier while 

Genda Lal was to follow 2-3 days later. Following the 

directions given by Genda Lal, Prabhu Dayal took a train 

to Shikohabad and thence to Batesar. From there he went 

along the banks of the Jamuna for about 2 miles till he 

reached a village 'Bijkauli' near which were some tamarind 

trees. Here lived a SSdhu, who was to send Prabhu Dayal 

to Lakshmananand. The 5adhu first took him to Jarar, to a 

temple where he discovered that Lakshmananand had gone to 

Garh in the Gwalior State. They then followed him to Garh, 

to one Kabir Singh Thakur's house, where Lak shmananand 

used to put up. The Brahmachari was expected back in 3-4 

days. The Sadhu returned after leaving Prabhu Dayal there. 

On the third day of Prabhu Dayal's stay there Genda Lal 

arrived and the next evening the Brahmachari also arrived 

and told Genda Lal that he had arranged for them to learn 

1 • Bismil, Ram Prasad, Autobiography, p.ss. 
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the use of fire arms from two sons of a zamindar in a 

village nearby. They were required to show them a blank 

p ieee of paper, a kind of code which would signify that 

they had been sent by Lakshmananand. When Genda Lal and 

Prabhu Dayal contacted the two boys they sa:id that although 

they had agreed to do the task under pressure from the 

Bramhachari, they would actually be unable to do so as they 

were under obligation to the Gwalior 'Durbar• from where 

they had received a 'Jagir' in return for which they had 

t o ro u n d up a 11 • bad m a s h e s 1 • 

Genda Lal and Prabhu Dayal went away greatly 

disappointed II'Jith Lak shmananand and decided to make some 

other arrangements. They boarded the train at Aithar and 

reached Lashkar. From Lashkar they drove to Morar in a 

Tonga. Genda Lal•s in-laws lived in Morar. He contacted 

his brother-in-law and asked him for help. But his 

brother-in-law expressed his inability to do so, and also 

discouraged him from following such ideas. Still Genda Lal 

was not beaten. He did not give up trying and t'llent to 

village Para in the Bhind Police Circle, Gwalior. In Para 

Genda Lal met his uncle, Lallu, who agreed to teach them 

the use of arms. Genda Lal and Prabhu Dayal remained 

there for 7 or 8 days practising shooting. Lallu then 

took them to Bhind where Genda Lal bought a S.B.Gun with an 

octagonal barrel for Rs.12/- and two •seers• of potash. 
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Then they went to Lashkar from where Genda Lal bought some 

gun-powder, a box of caps and shot. They returned to Para 

and Genda Lal arranged for Prabhu Dayal to carry the gun 

and ammunition to Kanpur. He dismounted the gun, i.e., 

separated the barrel from the Stock and concealed them in 

a pillow. On returning Genda Lal was turned out of the 

D.A.V. School and he then opened a school of his own. 

In November, 1915, Genda Lal persuaded Prabhu 

Dayal to accompany him and another boy Badri Singh to 

Calcutta where Genda Lal wanted to try and get in touch 

with some Bengali sanstha and learn how to make bombs. They 

put up in a Dharamshala at Bara Bazar in Calcutta and 

wandered about for three days but failed to establish 

connection vdth any Sanstha. Genda Lal then proposed to 

go to Japan and America and take employment in an arms and 

ammunition factory and thus learn how to make arms. This 

plan fell through due to lack of sufficient finances. 

Prabhu Dayal returned home. 

After that Genda Lal even visited Bombay some 

time in 1916. It was during this period that Genda Lal 

must have got in touch with the 1 Matravedi Sanstha 1 , and 

was accepted as its leader. He organised the work of the 

society until his arrest in February, 1918. He was 

arrested with Brahmachari's gang when he had gone to induce 

him to become a member of the Matravedi Sanstha. On that 
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occasion Brahmachari was starting out on a dacoity 

•expedition•. The destination being quite far, it was 

necessary camp on the way. Unfortunately one of their men 

had been won over by the Pol~e and agreed to betray his 

friends. Thus, while the men were camping, this man 

offered to arrange for some food for the party. He went 

over to a relative of his who lived nearby and came back 

with food which had been poisoned. On tasting the food, 

Brahmachari immediately realised that it was poiso~ed. Just 

then the •traitor• started moving away from the place on 

the pretext of getting water. Brahmachari was then 

convinced of his guilt and fired at him. The sound of the 

shot served as a signal for the police party hiding nearby, 

to begin firing. 

In the encounter that followed, according to 

Shaukatullah Khan, Superintendent of Police of Gwalior 

State, who was leading the police party, B men were killed, 

one escaped and 16 were captured. Genda Lal and 

Lakshmananand (commonly known as Brahmachari & Baba) were 

1 
wounded. The arrested men were imprisoned in the 

1. Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. state
ment of Shaukatullah Khan, Superintendent of 
Police, Gwalior State~ dated May 3, 1919, Vol.3, 
p.294. 
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Gwalior Fort. When the members of the 'Matravedi Sanstha' 

heard about the arrest of Genda Lal, some of them, includ-

ing Ram Prasad, went to see him at the Gwalior Fort and 

then through a letter which Genda Lal Dixit passed on to 

1 them, they came to know the whole story of the arrest. 

These young men tried to arrange for their leader's escape 

but were not successful. 

\rJith the starting of the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case 

in Mainpuri, Genda Lal was transferred from Gwalior to 

Mainpuri. It is said that prison life in Gwalior Fort had 

so shattered the health of this daring revolutionary (he 

ha::l even contracted tuberculosis) that when he was being 

taken from the rail~vay station of Mainpuri to the jail, a 

distance of about a mile he had to sit down several times 

on the way. By then Genda lal was convinced that he would 

either be transported for life or die at the hands of the 

hangman. He, therefore, decided to escape somehow to be 

able to carry on his revolutionary 1110rk. Accordingly he 

told the Police that he would become an approver and tell 

them everything. Thus, he was accommodated with the 

approvers from where it was easy to escape. He escaped 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
1 0 ( i) 

(ii) 

Bismil, Ram Prasad, op.cit., p.S6. 

Prabha, Hindi Monthly magazine, dated Septem
ber 1 , 1 9 24 , p. 1 90. 
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taking with him another approver Ram Narain. 

Genda Lal along with Ram Narain reached Kota and 

took shelter in a room. One day, however, Ram Narain after 

locking the room from outside and taking all the money with 

him, went out and never came back. Genda Lal Dixit was 

trapped inside the room for three days before he managed 

to get out. He was a very sick man by then. Somehow he 

managed to reach Agra on foot and went to his home. But 

his troubles did not cease. None wished to give shelter 

to an absconding accused. The members of his family, who 

were being continually harassed by the Police, also felt 

that his presence was a threat to their safety. 

Genda Lal was intensely pained to see that his 

own family was contemplating informing the Police and 

left his house. Apparently he tried to make contact with 

his fellow conspirators but could not trace any one as they 

were all in hiding. He somehow managed to reach Delhi. His 

health was now completely broken. He took up the work of a 

water-server on the road-side to sustain himself. When he 

became very ill he sent for his wife. Genda Lal was 

admitted in a Government Hospital, where he breathed his 

1 
last, on December 21, 1920 9 unknown and unsung. His 

1 • Sen, S.P.(Ed.), Dictionary of National 
Biography, Vol.t, p.466. 
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strong will and spirit remained unbroken till the last. He 

told his wife that it was in the course of serving his 

country that he had come to this condition and if he died 

it would be in the course of his duty towards his country 
~(Jul.-

and hence hisjsould would be in peace. He consoled his 
A 

crying wife by telling her that she should feel honoured 

that her husband was dying in the service of his country. 

He also told her that his body will be destroyed but his 

soul would take birth in another body with renovated 

strength and would succeed in destroying the enemy. His 

last words to his wife were: 

1 • 

"I want to be born again and again on this 

sacred land and die for it every time. 111 

Sen , s. P. , op • cit • 
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.&f.I:ENDIX - II 

List of the Society Names of Some of the Members 

Name Society Nama 

Genda Lal Phul 

Deb Narain alias Chakhan Lal Bhagwandin, Har Prasad, Hari 

Sheo Krishna Mahendra & Seth 

Ganga Singh Ram Nath, Chiraiya 

Ram Prasad Gaya 

Madho Ram Brij Kishore & Master 

Pratap Singh 

G ov ind Singh 

Ram Narain 

Somdeo Sharma 

:Oalpat Singh 

Gopi Nath 

Dammi Lal 

Sidh Gopal 

Chandradhar 

Prabhak ar 

Raja Ram 

Sheo Charan Lal 

Fat eh Singh 

Makundi 

Mathura Prasad 

Petam, Ganesh and Nai 

Lak shman 

Ja gd ish 

Pahalwan 

Ramesh Chandra Datt 

Mahesh 

Ram Lal 

Thalthal 

Ganpat 

Ad it 

Gat tam 

Raghubir 

Bhud eo 

Bhangri, Bharatvir 

Mahabir. 1 

1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol. 11 , p. 1 0. 
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