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History i~ replete with instances where people 

of a nation have resorted to secret organisations with the 

purpose of overthrowing a foreign or oppressive rule. for 

those suffering under such oppression, the necessity of 

freeing their country becomes the ruling passion of their 

lives. And when they are frustrated in their efforts to 

relieve their country's mioery, their helpleaaness knows no 

bound. At such a time, their only hope lies in forming 

underground oecret eocictiee to gradually undermine the 

1 alien government. Thus, underground or Terrorist organ!-

setione ere well known phenomenon in the process of "the 

historical evolution of otatea end have often played a role, 

by no means insignificant, in the struggle for freedom by 

2 
subject people." In the Indion freedom Movement, we find 

the extensive prevalence of revolutionary conspiracies 

aiming to overthrow the British Government, by violent 

means during the first two decades of the 20th 

1 • 

2. 

Gupta, A.(Editor), Studiee in the Bengal 
Renaissance, p.19B. 

Majumdar, R.C., History of The freedom Movement 
in India, Vol.1, Book II, p.442. 
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1 Century. 

2 

It vas in the last years of the 19th Century that 

the "ideology of violence as a political creed•, vhich had 

been .. itneaaed in the Firat war of Independence in 1857 and 

which had been crushed by tho British Govornaent, had a 

2 
fresh lease of life. 

Various factors contributed towards the emergence 

of this revolutionary movement. Diaaetisfied with the rete 

of progress achieved by the Congress in bringing about a 

change by means of constitutional agitations, many Indiana 

.,anted measures which would show speedy results. In the 

Congress itself the new leaders, unlike the old leaders, 

had no faith in the generosity of the British end on their 

3 
sense of fairplay and justice. The first systematic 

n attack on Congreae 'm~iconcy' wae made by Aurabindo Ghose 

in 1893-94 in a aeries of erticlaa entitled 'New La•pa far 

0 ld' • A ai•dlar attack was made by the great nationalist 

4 
poet Rabindranath Tagorea 

2. 

J. 

4. 

Chopra, P.N.(Ed.), India's Struggle For rreadom, 
Role of Aeaaciated Movementg, Val.2, p.195. 

Chatterji, N.L., India's rreedom Strug~, p.141. 

Chopra, P.N., !ndia'e Struggle for freedom, Role 
of Associated Movements, Vol.2, pp.196-197. 
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This change in the attitude of Indians was 

brought about by the deteriorating condition of the Indian 

economy under the British Rule, coupled with the hawghty 

indifference of the Government to public grievances even in 

times of famine and plague. Moreover, the British Govern-

ment was not interested in introducing any concrete 

1 reforms. The six years of Curzon's Viceroyalty (1899-

1905) characterised by "rigorous imperialism, bureaucratic 

administration and systematic denial of all principles of 

popular government," evident in the passing of the Munici-

pality Act of 1899 and the Indian Universities Act of 1904, 

worsened the Indian situation. 2 
Then came the Partition 

of Bengal in 1905 which heralded a new era in the history 

of India. As Ambica Charan Mazumdar declared, "With the 

partition of Bengal Political agitation in this country 

enters ~pon a new phase. It has unmistakably demonstrated 

two things; first the absolute despotism of the Government, 

and secondly the utter futility of the kind of agitation to 

which we nave grown accustomed". He added that the time 

had come to transfer their ideas from the sphere of thought 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

Tarachand, History of the freedom Movement in 
India, Vol.III, pp.324-325. 

Chopra, P.N., op.cit., p.197. 

Mukherji, Haridas & Uma, The Growth of Nationa
.JJ:sm in India ( 1857-1905), pp.124-125. 
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to the sphere of action. 1 

S.C. Bose wrote that the partition of Bengal 

heralded a countrywide revolt. Now the people were 

convinced that constitutional agitation would not le~ to 

2 anything. 

New Weapons of agitation were brought in the form 

3 
of Swadeshi and Boycott. Then followed a new wave of 

nationalism in the country with a predominant militant 

aspect. "A new robustnese was stung into the politics of 

Bengal and India.... Indian nationalism moved away from 

both mendicant resolutions and stray bomb outrages to 

ardent, broad based revolutionary pressure", strong and 

violently stirring.
4 

The new nationalism received a 

fillip from the 'sensational triumph' of Japan over Russia 

in 1905.
5 

The victory was "hailed as a glorious tri~mph 

of an Asiatic Power against white imperialism and generated 

new enthusiasm and hopes of liberation in different 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Mukherji, P., All About Partition, p.9B. 

Bose, S.C., The Ind'ian Struggle, 1920-1934, 
Part II, p.39. 

Mookherji, Sudhansu Bimal, India Since 1857, 
p.139. 

Gopal, S., British Policy in India, 1858-1~05, 
pp.268, 275. 

Bahadur, Lal, Indian Freedom MoveMent And 
Thought, 1919-1929, p .. 9. 
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quarters of the continent. 111 

Thus in 1907 the actual political situation was 

bad but the presages and potentialities of future trouble 

2 were worse. Nehru recorded "from 1907 onwards for 

several years India was seething with unrest and trouble. 

For the first time since the Revolt of 1857 India was show-
. 3 

ing fight and not submitting tamely to foreign rule." 

In Bombay, fountainhead of Indian sedition, Tilak 

was at the zenith of his power. His newspapers the 

'Mahratta' and 'Kesari • persistently propagated an anti-

4 British sentiment among the people. Tilak was a pioneer 

in many ways. He was first to use religious fervour to 

buttress political agitation, to give a spiritual orienta

tion to the nationalist impulse. 5 In 1893, he had conver-

ted the celebration of Ganpati worship into a public 

ceremony. Apart from unifying the Maratha Hindus like 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Datta, Kalikinkar, Renaissance, Nationalism And 
Social Changes in Modern India, p.26. 

tlEme Political Proceedings, february 1918, No.31, 
Note ~n serious disturbances and political 
trouble in India from 1907 to 1917, Part II, p.5. 

Nehru, Jawaharlal, An Autobiography, p.21. 

Home Political Proceedings, op.cit. 

Das, Durga, India From Curzon to Nehru and After, 
p.82. _ 
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never before, the Ganpati festivals were used to promote a 

sense ot nationalism and opposition to the British Rule. 1 

1
The impact of Ganpati' had been 'reinforced' in 1896 by 

the Shivaji festival, which was used to revive the military 

spirit of the Marathas by commemorating the Maratha leader, 

Shivaji, who had repulsed the Muslim conquest end esta

blished en independent Maratha Empire. 2 By means of 

processions songs and speeches, Tilak sought to foster a 

spirit of independence, patriotism and nationalism among 
3 

the m.~sses. 

Many young men and students had been drawn to 

Tilak 1 s movement and had been organised into athletic 
4 

clubs. One such club called as 'Mitra Mele' organised by 

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar in 1899, later developed into a 

well known revolutionary party \vith the new name of' 1Abhinav 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

4. 

Masselos~ Jim, Nationalism on the Indian Sub
Continent, pp. 79-80. 

Chirol, Valentine, Indian Unrest, pp.41, 44, 
According to Chirol, "If any one can claim to 
be the father ot Indian Unrest, it is Tilak." 

Masselos, Jim, Nationalism on the Indian Sub
Continent, p.ao. 

Chirol, Valentine, Indian Unrest, pp.41, 44. 

Gupta, R.c., Indian freedom Movement And Thought 
_{ 1 93 D-1 94 7) , p. 5. 

Gopal, Ram, How India Struggled for freedom, 
p.1 01 •. 
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Bharat•, Sa~arkar who left for london in 1906 started the 

"Free India Society" there with the purpose of recruiting 

members for the 1 Abhinav Bharat•. The 'Abhinav Bharat• 

worked at producing revolutionary literature and smuggling 

arms into India. 1 

In Bengal, Swadeshi, Boycott, Swaraj and Anti-

partition agitations were feeding the revolutionary move

ments, which had already grown to a sinister strength. 2 

Nowhere had Tilak's extremist ideas and militant schemes 
3 

evoked a more enthusiastic response than in Bengal. The 

revolutionary movement here was spearheaded by Aurobindo 

Ghose who provided inspiration to the revolutionaries with 

h . t il. t t l. . t. 1 . • 4 J.s m l. an re J.gJ.ous na J.ona J.sm • A urobindo was 

greatly influenced by his study of the various revolutions 

in different parts of the world, which had led to national 

liberation and as long as he was in Bengal, he carried on 

his secret revolutionary activities as preparation for open 

revolution. 5 There was unrest in Punjab too, spearheaded 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Gopal, Ram, How India Struggled For Freedom. 
p.101o. . . _ . 

Home Political Proceedings, February 1918, No.31. 
Note 9n serious_ disturbances and political 
trouble in India from 1907-1917, Part I, p.S. 

Chatterji, N.l., India's freedoM Struggle, p.141. 

Embree, Ainslie, T., Ifidia•s search for National 
Identity,_ p.57. 

Sri Aurobindo on Himself, Part I, Section 1, 
p.17._ 
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by two leaders, namely Lala Lajpat Rai ('the Lion of 
. - 1 

Punjab') and sardar Ajit Singh. 

The Press played an important role in spreading 

the idea of revolution. In 1905-1906, we find the birth of 

a •new militant national Press• in Bengal which advocated 

2 the need for rebellion against colonial oppression. The 

'Yugantar',a newspaper started by Aurobindo, was the most 

poptllar. It preached open revolt and included articles 

giving instructions for guerilla warfare.
3 Besides. the 

'Yugantar' there were also the 'Bande Mataram•, •sandhya•, 

- 4 
etc. 

The book 'Anendmath' written by Bankim Chandra, 

perhaps did the maximum in infusing and stimulating the 

militant spirit among revolutionaries. In this book. he 

wrote about a band of •sanyasin_' or holy men who attempted 

to free their country, Bengal, from the Muslim Yoke. The 

influential part of 'Anandmath', as Jim Messelos pointed 

out, was the writer's emphasis on devotion to one's 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Gupta, R.C., Indian freedom Movement and Thought, 
1930-1947), p.6. 

Reisner, I.M. & Goldberg, N.M., Tilak and The 
Struggle for Indian freedom, p.179. 

Sri Aurobindo on HiMself, p.24. 

Reisner, I.M. & Goldberg, N.M., op.cit., p.273. 
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country (Bengal in this case),on the identification of the 

country with tbe mother and the correlation of religion 

with patriotism. And from this book the revolutionaries 

derived their 'messianic fervour' and determination to free 

I d · f f . · d · t · 1 . Th th d f th n 1a rom ore1gn om1na 1on. e me o s o e 

•sanyasis' in 1 Anandmath' typified beforehand the political 
~ ~ - ~ 2 
dacoities of the revolutionaries. In fact, many ideas 

were borrowed from the novel by the leaders of the Revolu-

tionary Societies. A special vow taken by the members of 

the 'Anushilan SBmiti' of Dacca was lifted bodily from 

- 3 
• Anandmath'. 

A significant contribution to the idea of a 

correlation of religion with nationalism was made by Swami 

Vivekanand, whose religious preachings were based .on 

feelings of intense patriotism and nationalism. He 

succeeded in lending a spiritual dimension to religion aRd 

nationalism. 
4 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The spiritual & philosophical guidance and support 

Masselos, Jim, Nationalism on The Indian Sub
Continent, pp.BS-86. 

Lovett, Sir Verney, A History of the Indian 
Nationalist Movement, Appendix II, p.2B1. -

Home Political Proceedings, August 1909, No.21. 
Report by Mr. H.L. Salkeld, I.C.s., regarding the 
proceedings of the Anushilan Samiti in Dacca,p.6. 

Sinha, P.B., Indian National liberation Movement 
And Ru~sia, 1905-1917, p.9. 
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1 was also provided by the Gita, 

10 

which was a 'constant 

companion' of the revolutionaries. Regarding the Gita 
--

Amales Tripathi has written that in the hands of the 

revolutionaries, "it was a more terrible weapon than the 

bomb. It steeled them for the killing, which was God's 

will and ordained decree and it assured them of salvation 

through death in God 1 s service ••• It supplied a superb 

2 fighting morale." 

Various other books like 'Bartman Ran Niti' 
- -

(modern art of warfare), 'Mukti Kon Pathe 1 (which way lies 
.. 

salvation), 'Sikher Balidan' (The Sikh's Sacrifice) 'Dasher 
- . 

Katha' and 'Shivaji', 'life of Mazzine,' 'Manual of 

Explosives, etc. also contributed in inspiring the people 

and taught them armed retaliation against foreign 

d • t. 3 om1na 1on. 

The book 'Bartman Ran Niti' published in October, 

1907, by Abinash Chandra Bhattacharji was an important 

revolutionary text book. 4 
It preached that war was the 

1 • 

2. 

J. (i) 

(ii) 

4. 

Gupta, A., Studies in the Bengal Renaissance, 
p.2J4. 

Tripathi, Amales, The Extremist Challenge, p.137 

Tara Chand, op.cit., p.J51. 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
pp.48~62. 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
pp.48-62. r\ 
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inevitable result when oppression could not be stopped by 

any other means. It also discussed the weapons of war, the 

organisation of armies as aslo the tactics of war, espe-

1 
cially guerilla warfare. 

The principal articles of the 'Yugantar•, forming 

a complete gospel of revolution, were republished in a 

small volume entitled 'Mukti Kon Pathe•.
2 The book was in 

four parts showing how revolutionaries could justify the 

raising of funds by means of dacoities.
3 

In Part II of the volume an article pointed out 

that Bengalis were at a disadvantage, where physical 

strength and development were concerned, thus training 

should be considered essential for muscular development. 

However, if the time was insufficient to acquire such deve-

lopment, it did not matter, since surely it did not require 

4 much muscle power to pull the trigger of a gun. Aneth er 

article brought out the necessity of secret societies, as 

no talk of freedom was allowed by the Government. Yet 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
pp.53-54. 

Chirol, Valentine, Indian Unrest, p.95. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p,23. 

Ker, J.C., op,cit., p,56. 
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another article in part IV dealt with the collection of 

arms through money acquired from thefts and dacoities. 1 

It was also pointed out that it was no sin to 

destroy this small good in order to achieve a nigher good. 

Therefore, tne conduct of revolutionaries wno extorted 

wealth from the miserly and affluent members of society 

f . bl . t . f. d 2 orc1 y. was JUs 1 1e • 

With regard to the book 'Sikner Balidan•, in an 

article of the 'Bengalee•, Babu Surendranatn Banerjee's 

views of tne book nas brought out clearly the message 

3 conveyed in the book to the youth. 

"Sikher Balidan is a book which ought to be in 

the hands of every school boy. It is a thrill-

ing record of Sikh martyrdom. In all great 

movements boys and young men play a prominent 

part, the divine message first comes to them, 

and they are persecuted and suffer for their 

faith • .'. 

1 • 
Ker, J.c., op.cit., p.56. 

2. 

3. 

Sedition Committee Repo£!, p.25. 

Ker, J.C., ,gp.cit., pp.58-59. (The Sikner 
Balidqn was written in Bengali by Kumudini 
Mitter, first published in 1905.) 
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" . . . Our boys and young men have been persecuted 

for their swadeshism; and their sufferings have 

made Swadeshism strong and vigorous ••• Out 

authoress tells us the story of the martyrdom of 

Fateh Singh and Jarwar Singh, the two youthful 

sons of Guru Govind Singh. The two boys confron-

ted with their persecutor, never flinched from 

the faith of their father ••• The little book 

reveals the process of nation building through 

the ordeal of fire and persecution. It should be 

in the hands of everybody who has his eyes open 

to the significance of the events that are 

passing around us." 
1 

A number of secret revolutionary societies had 

sprung up all over the Bengal spreading from there to other 

2 
provinces as well. As regards the programme of the 

revolutionaries their operations were radically different 
of 

from those/the nationalists and moderates and involved 

violent resistance. The revolutionaries, inspired by en 

intense love of the country and spurred by a burning passion 

1 • 

2. 

The Bengalee, Thursday, August 2, 1906, Vol.XLVII, 
No.181, p.3. 

Chopra, P.N., (Ed.), India's Struggle For Freedom, 
Role of Associated.Movements, Vol.2, p.19B. 
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to free it quickly, hoped to organise an armed revolt 

against British domination with the help of Indian soldiers 

and for which purpose help would be expected of foreign 

enemies of the British, tao. This ambitious programme 

would naturally involve a lot of money and in the absence 

of voluntary support, they had no option but to resort to 

dacoities - thus started the political dacoities. Their 

programme also included terrorist methods of assasinatian 

of oppressive officials bath British and Indian, and 

traitars. 1 

Explaining the concept of terrorism in the 

History of the revolutionary movement, a manifesto entitled 

nThe Philosophy of the Bambn stated that Terrorism "is a 

phase, a necessary and inevitable phase of the revolution. 

Terrorism is nat complete without revolution and revolution 

not without 
is~camplete~terrorism terrorism instils fear in the • • 0 

hearts of the oppressors, it brings hopes of revenge and 

redemption to the oppressed masses, it gives courage and 

self confidence to the wavering, it shatters the spell of 

superiority of the ruling class and raises the status of 

the subject races in the eyes of the world, because it is 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Prasad, Bisheshwar, Changing Modes of Indian 
National. Movement, pp.77-7B. 

sarkar, Sumit, Modern Indiat 1885-1947, p.124. 
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1 
the most convincing proof of a nation's hunger for freedom." 

We find that Secret Societies existed in Calcutta 

as early as the Seventh Decade of the 19th Century. These 

2 however, were somewhat amateurish in character. 

Incidentally, it may be stated here that savarkar 

in his book described the 1857 rising a result of Secret 

• • 3 
Organ~ sat~on. He writes; 'Secret organisation was resruved 

upon to achieve the goal' (the goal of revolt against the 

British Government). He further writes: 'One cannot help 

feeling wonder struck at the schemes, secret, extensive and 

daring which Ali Naqi Khan was weaving in Bengal to induce 

the sepoys in Bengal to join the revolution' ••• 'Anonymous 

proclamations were posted all over'. Then, there were the 

secret messengers of revolution in the form of chapatis, 

which were going about throughout the length and breadth of 

4 India to prepare the people for the Revolt. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Rajnarain Bose organised one of the earliest 

Terrorism in India, 1917-1936. Confidential 
Report compiled in the Intelligence Bureau, Home 
Department, Government of India, p.a. (The 
pamphlet was distributed in January 1930, and 
believed to be written by Bhagwati Charan, a 
terrorist of Punjab.) 

Majumdar, R.c., op.cit., Vol.1, p.449. 

savarkar, War of Independence, Vol.I, p.5. 

l.lli·, pp.s, 7. 
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secret societies whose "members had to take the oath that 

they would destroy by the use of force, the enemies of the 

1 country and deliver India from her bondage." 

Aurobindo Ghose, in his autobiography, has 

mentioned the existence of a secret society, towards the 

end of the 1~th Century, in Western India. 2 A Rajput 

noble of the Udaipur State, with the title of Thakur, was 

the head of this Society, which bad a Council of five in 

Bombay with many prominent Maharatta politicians as its 

members. The Thakur w~s helped by this council to organise 

Maharashtra and the Maharatta States. 3 He himself took up 

the task of working on the Indian Army of which he had even 

managed to win over two or three regiments. Aurobindo him-

self had contacted and joined this society somewhere in 

1902-3, which was some time after he had already started his 

4 secret revolutionary work in Bengal. 

f'irst 
The credit for organising the"real Secret Revolu-

tionary Society in the post-mutiny period goes to Vasudeo 

Balvant Phadke in Maharashtra. Vasudeo firmly believed 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Gupta, A.(Ed.), ~udies in the Bengal Renaissance, 
P• 21 0. 

Sri Aurobindo on Himself, p.4. 

~., pp.4, 14. 

~ •• pp.4, 14. 
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that armed rebellion was the only way India could be 

1 freed. He began first by organising public opinion in 

favour of absolute independence for India. 2 

Vasudeo, a Chitpavan Brahman, deserted his post 
3 

as a Government Clerk in Poena and took to the hills, 

attempting to adopt the methods of Shivaji' s attack on 

foreign Muslim Rule. 4 He was hailed as the 'Pradhan' of 

Shiv a j i I I ' • S Unfortunately, his revolutionary ideas 

failed to draw any response from the educated classes, so 

he diverted his attention to the masses. 6 The Ramoshis, a 

'semi-aboriginal and criminal tribe' became his followers. 7 

He also contacted the Kales, Bhils, and Dhangars (Shepherds) 

in the districts of Khandesh, Nasik, and Berar, to help him 

B 
in his work. for collecting arms, etc. Phadke naturally 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. (i) 
' 

(ii) 

6. 

7. 

Joshi, V. 5., Vasudeo Balwant Phadke 1 first Indian 
Rebel Against British Rule, p~24. 

ill.£!., p.30. 

Seal, Anil, The Emergence of Indian Nationalism, 
pp. 234-235. 

Masselos, J.C., Towards Nationalism, p.201. 

Seal, Anil, oe.cit., p.235. 

Masselos, J.C., op.cit., p.200. 

Joshi, V.S., op.cit., p.36. 

Seal, Anil, op.cit., p.235. 

V. s., op.cit., p.36. 
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needed money and he soon realised that no financial help 

would be forthcoming from the native princes or the rich 

people. 

Therefore, he decided that "means do not by 

themselves matter. If the rich men do not voluntarily 

contribute to the funds for Swaraj, why not forcibly deprive 

1 
them of their wealth to swell the coffers of Swaraj." 

Phadke 1 s men raided villages near the western ghats and 

carried off the booty to the hills.
2 

Their victims were 'banias•, money lenders and 

1 Sahukars' and they even obtained some support of the 

- 3 
peasants. 

However, soon Phadke was disappointed by the lack 

of patriotism among his men, particularly the Ramoshis,
4 

a a 1 b th la k f t f th B h . t 5 s so y e c o supper rom e ra man comrnun1 y. 

When the gang was rounded up Ph a dk e was sent anced to 

1 0 Joshi, V.S., op.ci!•• pp.37-38. 

2. Sea 1 , An i 1 , o p. cit o , p. 2 3 5 • 

3. Masselos, J.C., op.cit., p,200. 

4. (i) Seal, Anil, op,cit., p.235. 

(ii) Joshi, V.s., op,cit., pp.91-92. 

5. Seal, Anil, op.cit., p,235. 
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transportation for life.
1 He died in jail in Aden of 

Phthisis on february 17, 1883.
2 Phadk e had thought of 

re-establishing "a Hindu Raj by collecting together a 

secret band, raising money through dacoities, and instigat

ing an armed revolt through disrupting communications."
3 

With Phadke, terrorism as a political instrument had come 

. t th . t 4 
1n o e p1c ure. 

Phadke'a spirit was reborn in the Chapekar 
5 

brothers of Maharashtra, who were greatly inspired by him. 

The first political murders of two British officers; Mr.Rand 

and lieutenant Ayerst by the Chapekar Brothers, set the ball 

rolling in the history of terrorist movement in Modern 

India, 6 

The most important revolutionary organisation in 

the beginning of the 20th Century was the 'Anushilan 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

3, 

4. 

5, 

6. 

Joshi, V. S,, op,cit., p.154. 

Seal, Anil, op,cit., p,235, 

Joshi, V.S., op,cit,, p,173. 

sarkar, Sumit, Modern India, 1835-1947, p.4B. 

Mukherji, Hiren, Recalling India's Struggle for 
freedom, p~3B. _ _ 

Gopal, Ram, How India Struggled for freedom'; 
p.117. Phadke 1 s.name is reverentially mentioned 
in Damodar's Autobiography. 

Chatterji, N.L., op.cit., p.141. 
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Samiti' organised by Barindra Kumar Ghose in the beginning 

of 1907. It was a group of young men who collected revol-

1 
vera and rifles. The 'Samiti' operated from Calcutta, 

and had centres in Bhow~nipur and Howrah, Khulna, Jessore, 

Midnapur and several other districts.
2 A branch of the 

'Samiti' in Dacca known as the 'Dacca samiti' was also 

developed under Pulin Behari Das. The 'Dacca Samiti' 

expanded so enormously that at one time it had 500 branches 

in Bengal. Its members were found working even outside 

Bengal, in Assam, Bihar, Punjab, Central Provinces, the 

United Provinces and at Poona.
3 

The 'Anushilan Samiti's' alleged objects were the 

literary, scientific and physical education of the boys who 

joined, however, its real object was the formation of a 

disciplined body for the purpose of working up a revol~ion. 

The head of the Society or the inner circle was a s~cret 

organisation whose methods included assassination and any-

thing, however unscrupulous, that might be calculated to 

1 • 

2. 

Gopal, Ram, How India Struggled For Freedo•. 
pp.186-187. 

Tarachand, History of the Freedom Movement in 
India, Vol.III, p.336. 

Gopal, Ram, op.cit., p.1B7. 
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achieve the ultimate object. 1 

The earliest signs of the Revolutionary spirit 

in the United Pr~vinces was detected in Benaras with the 

commencement in 1900 of a paper called 'Kalidas' follow-

ing a visit of Bal Gangadhar Tilak to the city. Eut 

before the paper could capture the attention of the people, 

proceedings were taken against its editor ( a Maratha 

Brahman of Dharwar in the Bombay Presidency), and his son 

for spreading sedition. 2 Next a plan was made to hold the 

Shivaji Festival in Benaras in 1907, being insp.ir ed as 

before by a visit of Tilak in the previous year (January, 

1906). 
en 

Arra~gem~s were made to take out a huge procession. 

As a part of the preparation of the general public, an 

intensely arousing speech was delivered by Sundar Lal. The 

British Government, scared of the consequences of such a 

speech, refused permission for the procession. 
3 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

Home Politic£1 Proceedings, August, 1909, no.21. 
Report by Mr.H.L.Salkeld, I.C.S., regarding the 
proceedings of the"Anushilan samiti' in Dacca 
pp.S-6. 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
p.24. 
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Born about 1885 and son of Tota Ram, Kayasth of 

Muzaffarnagar, Sundar Lal should be given credit for making 

the maximum effort, at that time, to infuse a revolutionary 

fervour in the people of the United Provinces. Sundar Lal 

was an ardent admirer and follower of Aurobindo Ghose, 

Tilak and Lala Lajpat Rai. 1 He started the •Karmyogi 

Magazine' before the publication of which he placed an 

advertisement in the 1 Abhyudaya 1 of July 23, 1909, which 

ran as follows1 

1 • 

"The Karmyogi, a new fortnightly review in Hindi 

will be started at Allahabad from September next. 

It will be edited by Sundar Lal, B.A., and 

besides reproducing translations of important 

extracts from Mr. Aurobindo Ghose 1 s •Karmyogi' 

and Mr. Tilak 0 s 1 Kesari 1 , it will publish indepen-

dent articles on principles of Nationalism as 

based on the ancient Vedic religion, also on the 

Swadeshi and Boycott movements, on national 

education and on Swaraj. It will also contain 

articles on the past greatness of India and her 

present condition, along with suggestions as to 

how the national regeneration can be brought 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
p.373. 



( 

1 about." 

')3 1-._. 

It may be stated here that though the United 

Province did not ha~e a claim to any great renaissance move-
.. 

ment, like Bengal and Maharashtra, it did have the 'tradi-
. 2 

tiona of the rising of 1857. 

However, the secret revolutionary movement. for 

many years failed to touch the population of United 

Provinces. It was the anti-partition unrest and the conse-

quent agitations in Bengal that awakened the United Provin-

3 
ces to respond in a substantial way. 

Thus, the first determined and persistent impulse 

towards a revolutionary movement or terrorism, in the United 

Provinces, came from a newspaper, the 'Swarajya' which 

commenced publication in Allahabad, 4 in November 1907, 

under the editorship of Shanti Narain, who had formerly 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
pp. 373-374 •. 

Guha, Arun Chandra, first Spark of Revolution, 
p.306 •. 

llli·, p. 3 07. 

Williamson, H., Memoranda on Terrorist and other 
Subversive Movements and Organisations, dated 
August 19, 1933, file No.1504, p.364. 
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been sub-editor of a Punjab newspaper. 1 Sundar lal was 

2 the chief promoter of this paper too. The tone of 

•swarajya' was hostile to the government from the day it 

started. It was started with the object of commemorating 

the release of Lala Lajpat Rai and Sardar Ajit Singh, the 
. 3 

Punjab deportees. In July 1908, Shanti Narain was 

arrested and condemned to 3Y2 years' imprisonment 4 for 

extolling the murderer, Khudiram Basu, in the case which 

resulted in the death of two English ladies; Mrs.and Miss 

Kennedy at Muzaffarpur in Bihar. 5 The 'Swarajya', however, 

continued on its course under eight successive editors, 

three of whom were also prosecuted and sentenced to long 

terms of imprisonment for publications, objectionable to the 

British Government. 6 They were Ram Hari, who was sentenced 

to seven years' imprisonment in December 1908, Nand Gopal, 

who was sentenced to ten years' imprisonment in March 1910 

and Ladda Ram sanyasi, who was sentenced to ten years• 

imprisonment in May 1910. 

1 • Sedition Committee Report, 1 91 8, p.131. 

2. Ker, J.c., op.cit., p.374. 

3. Sedition Committee Report, 1 91 8' p.131. 

4. Ker, J.C., op.cit., p.374. 

5. Williamson, H • ' op.cit., p.364. 

6. Sedition Committee Report, 1 91 8' p.131. 
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The 'Swarajya', 1 Karmyogi 1 and another paper 

called the 'Hindi Pradip 1 , which also enjoyed the patronage 

of s~ndar Lal, were all suppressed when the new Indian Press 

Act of 1910 came into force. 1 Thereafter, Sundar Lal 

adopted the garb and name of a religious man, calling him-

self Someshwaranand Swami. He lived for some time in 

Dehradun and then about June, 1912, he shifted to Solan in 

Simla. Although not actively involved in the revolutionary 

movement, he continued to be actively interested in it at 

least till 1913. His name was mentioned in connection with 

the Delhi Conspiracy Case, as in May 1912, he had stayed 

for a week with Amir Chand in Delhi, one of the four men 

who were awarded death sentences in the Delhi Conspiracy 

2 Case, the others being Behari, Balmukund, and Basant 

Kumar Biswas, for planning to kill Lord Hardinge by hurling 

a bomb at him in December 1912, and also for planting a 

bomb on a road in the Lawrence Gardens at Lahore on May 17, 

1913 with the intention of killing a European but which 

killed an Indian.
3 Two other men were sentenced to 7 

years' imprisonment, while the leader, Rash Behari Bose had 

1 • 

2. 

Ker, J. C., op.cit., p.374. 

~· 
Majumdar, R.c., tlistorv of the Freedom Movement 
in India, Vol.II~ p.490. 
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1 escaped to Japan. 

Inquiry was made regarding Sundar Lal's connection 

with the Delhi Conspirators, but apart from the fact that 

he had been visited by Hanwant Sahai, one of the conspira-

tors, in Solan, just before he was arrested, no evidence of 

any active involvement on his part was obtained. 2 

In 1908, Hotilal Verma, correspondent at Aligarh 

of the paper "Bande Mataram" edited by Aurobindo Ghose, 

distinguished himself by revolutionary propagandism and was 

3 
rewarded with a sentence of 10 years' transportation. He 

had travelled widely in the far East and Europe, where he 

had become influenced by the ideals of revolution. 4 

After this there was hardly any revolutionary 

activity in the United Provinces till the rise of a new 

group of revolutionaries (mostly Bengalis) under a Bengal 
. 5 

Youth sachindra Nath sanyal. 5achindra Nath sanyal 

together with other young men started a club called the 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Majumdar, R.C., History of the freedom Movemen1_ 
in India, Vol.II~ p,490. 

Ker, J.C., op.ci!•• p,374. 

Williamson, H., op,cit., p.364. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.131. 

Guha, Arun Chandra, op.cit,, p.JOB. 
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1 1 Anushilan Samiti 1 in Benaras, in imitation of the 

'Dacca Anushilan SBmiti•. But when this I samiti' attracted 

the unfavourable attention of the authorities, it assumed 

the title of "Young Men's Association". 2 

The 'SBmiti' was formed ostensibly for the promo-

tion of the moral, intellectual and physical development of 

3 
its memberso However, in the words of the Commissioners 

who tried the Benaras Conspiracy Case:-

1 • 

2. 

3. 

"There is no doubt that SBchindra aimed at making 

the Society an instrument for the spread of sedi-

tion. As Deb Narain Mukherji, a former member, 

has told us, the members used to express them-

selves vehmently against the action of the Govern-

ment. According to Bibhuti, the Society con-

tained an inner circle consisting of those who 

were fully initiated into its real object and the 

teaching of sedition was mainly effected through 

a so-called moral class at which the Bhagwad Gita 

was so interpreted as to form a justification 

Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment,1915, Part II, 
p.2. (File of the office of I.G. Police,_ United 
Prov ioc es. ) 

I bid. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.132. 



f 

28 

even for assassination. At the performance of 

the annual 'Kalipiya' the sacrifice of a white 

pumpkin - an usual accompaniment of the ceremony 

which has in itself no sinister significance, was 

made to symbolise the white race for whose expul

sion a special prayer was offered." 1 

The 'Samiti' continued to exist from 1909 to 1 913. 

During this period, however, it lost some members, when 

they disassociated themselves from its activities and then 

it lost its more violent members including Sachindra, who 

felt that it was time to convert all the talk into action. 2 

Thus, Sachindra formed a new party whose object was to make 

contact with the Bengal Revolutionaries and to carry on 

similar work in the United Provinces. 3 for this he started 

making frequent visits to Calcutta and even made the 

acquaintance of Amrita Hazara, of Raja Bazar fame, and 

managed to obtain funds as well as bombs. In 1913 (autumn) 

a number of seditious leaflets were distributed in the 

Benaras schools and colleges, and were even sent out by 

post. Excursions were made into the villages in order to 

preach the villagers the necessity of turning out the 

1 • Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op.cit.,p.2. 

2. 

3. 
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British in order to improve the condition of India. 1 

About february 1914, Rash Behari Bose arrived in 

Benaras taking up residence in Misri Pokhra, after having 

lain law following the Delhi Conspiracy Case. 2 With his 

arrival 5achindra Nath 5anyal allowed him practically to 

3 
take over charge of the movement. It is remarkable that 

although he was being sought for all over the country, a 

reward had been offered for his arrest, and even his photo-

graph had been widely circulated, he was able to live in 

4 Benaras undetected throughout the greater part of 1914. 

5achindra introduced all the members of his Society to Rash 

Behari Bose, and they were given lectures on the construe-

tion and usage of bombs, explaining to them the necessity 

of keeping the caps and the bombs separate and the way they 

should be put together. 5 On November 18, 1914, after the 

arrival of a fresh consignment of bombs from Benga1, 6 Rash 

Behari Bose arranged to give a demonstration on the use of 

1 • Sedition Committee Report, 1918, pp.132-133. 

2. Ker, J.C., ~p,cit., p,376. 

3, Williamson, H., op.cit., p,364. 

4. Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op,cit.,p.2. 

5. Ker, J.C., op.cit., p.376. 

6. ~ •• p.376. 
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bombs and revolvers in his house, and while he was examin-

ing two bomb caps, 1 contained in a biscuit tin, one of 

them exploded injuring Rash Behari Bose in the left hand 

and in the feet, and Sachindra in the eyes. 2 After this 

incident Rash Behari Bose shifted his residence to a house 

3 at Kedar Ghat, where he was visited by a young Maratha, 

Vishnu Ganesh Pingley, who had returned from America in 

November 1914,
4 

where he had been with a number of Sikhs 

of the Ghadr Party. Pingley announced that some 4,000 men 

had come from America for the purpose of rebellion and that 

20,000 more would come as soon as the rebellion broke out. 5 

He said that there were 15,000 men at Calcutta too, who 

would come when the rebellion brcik e out. 6 sanyal was then 

sent to Punjab to enlist recruits there. He met the Ghadr 

revolutionaries and informed those, who were interested that 

instructions in the making of bombs would be made available 

to them. He also gave them assurance of Bengal assistance. 7 

1. Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.133. 

2. Ker, J. C., op.cit., p.376. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

7. 

Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op.cit.,p.3. 

Sedition Committee Report, p.133. 

Williamson, H., op.cit., p.364. 

Sedition Committee Report, p.133. 

Ibid., p.133. -
i 
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Pingley returned to Benaras in January 1915, 

where Rash Behari Bose announced his plans for the great 

uprising saying that the time had come when they must pre-

1 pare to die for their country. The various members were 

informed of their respective duties. Damodar Sarup, a 

school master was to lead the rebellion in Allahabad. 2 

Rash Behari Bose along with 5achindra and Pingley would go 

3 
to Lahore. Two men were deputed to bring bombs and arms 

4 from Bengal. Two others, one of them a Maratha named 

Vinayak Rae Kaple were to take the bombs to the Punjab. 5 

Kaple was a relative and friend of Pingley and was brought 

by him to work there. 6 Yet another two, Bibhuti and Priya 

Nath were to make efforts to win over to their cause the 

troops at Benaras, while Nalin, another man, was to do the 

same at Jabalpur in the Central Provinces. 7 To put the 

plans into execution, Rash Behari Bose and Sachindra 

proceeded to Lahore and Delhi. 8 sachindra, however, 

1 • 

2. 

J. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

7. 

B. 

Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op.cit., p.J. 

l.!!i.Q. 
I bid. 

I bid. 

.!ill· 
Guha, Arun Chandra, op.cit., p.311. 

Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op.cit., 
Part II, p.J. 

I bid. 
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1 returned to take command of Benaras. On february 14, 

Mani Lal (later an approver) and Vinayak Rao Kaple left for 

Lahore carrying material for 18 bombs. 2 february 21, 1915 

was fixed as the date for the rebellion. 3 This date, how-

ever, was changed afterwards because the men at Lahore 

suspected that their plans had been disclosed to the police 

by one of them. 4 

This change in plans could not be communicated to 

Sachindra in Benaras, who waited on the parade grounds in 

vain for the expected rising to take place, on the evening 

5 of february 21, 1915. Meanwhile the Conspiracy in Lahore 

had exploded and arrests followed.Rash Behari Bose and 

6 Pingley returned to Benaras. from Benaras Pingley 

returned to Meerut, where he had already been working for 

t . 7 some J. me. On March 23, Pingley was arrested in Meerut, 

in the lines of the 12th Indian Cavalry with a box contain-

ing 10 bombs, said by an expert to be sufficient to kill 

1 • Sedition Committee Report, p.134. 

2. Benara s Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op.cit., p.5. 

3. 1..2!£. 
4. ~tion Committee Report, p.134. 

s. Benaras Conspiracy CaB.!:,, Judgment, op.cit., p.6. 

6. Sadi tion Committee Report, 1 91 8. p.134. 

7. tvillia m son, H • • op 1 cit., p.364. 
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half a regiment. Pingley was sentenced to death for his 

participation in the Lahore Conspiracy, while Rash Behari 
. 1 

Bose left the country. In his final interview with some 

of the Benaras members he urged them to continue with the 

work of revolutionary propoganda under the leadership of 

Sachindra Nath Sanyal and Nagendra Nath Datt, alias 

Girija Babu. 2 

3 arrested 

sachindra Nath, Girija Babu and many others were 

when the Benaras branch of the Conspiracy was 

discovered. A conspiracy case was instituted and heard by 

a special Tribunal4 constituted under the Defence of 

5 India Act, from November 5, 1915 to february 14, 1916. 

Twenty four persons were prosecuted, one of whom 
. 6 

was discharged and 8 absconded. Sachindra Nath Sanyal 

was transported for life. 7 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6, 

7. 

In the course of the police investigations various 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.134. 

~nares Conspiracy Case, 1915, Judgment, op.cit., 
p.7. 

Sedit!£n Committee Report, 1918, p.134. 

Ker, J.C., op,cit., p.378. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.134. 

Ker, J. C., op.cit., p. 378. 

Benaras Conspiracy Case, 1915, Judgment, op.cit., 
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arms belonging to the society were recovered in the house 

of one Suresh Babu in Chandernagar. They were, a 450 six 

chambered revolver, a tin of cartridges for the revolver, a 

breach loading rifle, a double barrelled 500 Express rifle, 

a d.b. gun, seventeen daggers, a number of cartridges and a 

1 packet of gunpowder. 

Reviewing the circumstances of the Benaras Cons-

piracy Case, the Sedition Committee, under the Presidentship 

of Mr.Rowlett, reported "that the associates, receiving 

their original inspiration from Bengal, gradually became 

corrupted until¥ under the direction of Rash Behari Bose, 

they formed an important link in the chain of a big 

revolutionary plot which came within an ace of causing 

widespread bloodshed at a highly crucial time." 2 

Of the members of the 'Benaras Samiti• majority 

were Bengalis and all were Hindus, only one belonged to the 

United Provinces. 3 

Vinayak Rao Kaple, who had managed to escape 

continued the revolutionary work, endeavouring to enlist 

1 • Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.135. 

2. 

3. Ibid. 
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recruits in the United Provinces and Central Provinces. He 

also made the acquaintance of another active figure, Sushil 

Chandra Lahiri. 1 

Shortly after, Harnam Singh, a Jat Sikh from 

Punjab was arrested in faizabad on the charge of assistin~ 

th . t 2 e consp1ra ors. In November 1916, two young Bengalis 

were convicted for pasting up the 'Jugantar' leaflets in 

Benaras. One of them was Narayan Chandra De, a young man 

of 24 years, who was an active revolutionary and had even 

thrown a bomb at a train in Bengal, the other was 19 years 

3 
of age. As a matter of fact since Judgment on the Benaras 

Conspiracy was passed, 'Jugantar' leaflets had appeared in 

many public places in Benaras and some Bengali suspects 

4 
were even arrested. Andin not less than three occasions 

students admitted to various colleges in the United Provin-

ces were found by the authorities to be in contact with the 

B 1 1 t o o 5 enga revo u 1onar1es. 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

5. 

The Sedition Committee reported that so far the 

Hale, H.W., Political Trouble in India, 1917-1937, 
p. 53. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.135. 

llli·· p.136. 
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revolutionary movement had not "taken hold of any section 

of the United Provinces.n 1 Little did they realise that 

an independent organisation, with its headquarters in the 

Mainpuri district of the United Provinces and with members 

in other districts too, had already taken birth in 1916 and 

which was to flourish till the year 1918. The members were 

2 mostly young students, who swore to free their country 

from the foreign yoke.
3 

Mainpuri had the traditions of the Revolt of 1857. 

But after that the district was on the whole quiet with no 

anti-British agitations. 4 In 1907, we find a mild 

stirring of response in the district in the Arya Samaj 

Circles. This was following the arrest of Lala Lajpat Rai. 

For some time there had been a branch of the Arya Samaj in 

Mainpuri which held weekly meetings on sundays at the 

Aikman Union Club. The leading spirits being B.Shyam Sundar 

Lal, Pleader and B.Chote Lal, Head Master, District School. 

Many public servants were also members. Their professed 

aims had been religious, social and economic. But since the 

1 • Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.136. 

2. Hale, H.W., op.cit., p.54. 

Williamson, H., op.cit., p.364. 

4. The Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol.VI 1 p.23l 
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arrest of Lela Lajpat Rai they were reported by the Police 

to have developed political symptoms. At a meeting held on 

M~y 19, 1907, a mysterious book had been produced which was 

believed to be a subscription book for collection of funds 

to help Lala Lajpat Rai. 1 It was not until the above 

mentioned organisation was formed that the district of 

Mainpuri became actively involved in the revolutionary 

movement. 

1 0 Home Political Proceedings, August 1907. Report 
on the political situation in the United 
Provinces, p.4. 


