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PREFACE 

Although India's struggle for independence ~as 

._. largely non-violent, it witnessed periodic spurts of a 

small but vocal revolutionary movement. The movement 

began in tho 1870s, reached its zenith during the period 

following the partition of Bengal in 1905, went into 

decline and re-emerged in 1920s and enjoyed o somewhat 

chaquered existence until Ind~'s independence. By inter

national standard a tho Indian 1 Terrorist' r.tovement was 

fairly restrained .. It never upheld the doctrines that 

glorified violenc~ aa a low of nature. It was primarily 

an inevitable product of the repressive measures on the 

part of the Briti:.h Government. It was ooen oe a means 

to achieve India's freedom. It was fanned by the British 

contempt of Indian public opinion during the partition of 

Bengal, their indifference to popular petitions and appeals 

and their apathy for griavonceo of the Indian public. 

Bengal ond Mahorashtra became the breeding 

ground !3 for revolutionary terrori!:;:':l. From there it spread 

to Punjab and olowly to other provinces. 

This theois io a humble attempt to bring to 

light a hiterto neglected port of the revolutionary move

ment in the United Provinces, namely the Moinpuri 

Conspiracy, ond to give it the importance it deserves in 



the history of revolutionary movement in India. 

The inveatigations leading to the Benaras 

Conspiracy Case in 1915 had revealed definitely that-the 

seeds of revolutionary terrorism had blown into the United 

Provinces. Of the member a of the Ben ares 1 Samiti 1 , how

ever, the majority were Bengalis, only one belonged to the 

United Provinces. This led the British Government to 

believe that the movement had not taken hold of any section 

of the people of the United Provinces. little did they 

realise that an independent organisation, comprising 

mostly of students and teachers, had already taken birth 

in Mainpuri district, spreading to various other districts 

as well. This organisation known as the 'Matravedi 

Senstha 1 was to be responsible for a seriea of revolu

tionary activities in the United Provinces with a view to 

turning the British out of India, 

The places chiefly affected by the activities of 

the orgeniaation, apart from Mainpuri were Agra, Etawah, 

Shahjahanpur, and Lucknow. Signa of ita influence were 

also apparent in farrukhobad, Kanpur, foizabad, Benares, 

Bereilly, Badaun, Bijnor, Basti, Mathura, Moradabad, Etah, 

5\Jltanpur, Herdoi, Gonda, Fatehpur, Allahabad, Mirzapur 

end even beyond United Provinces to Jaipur in Rajasthan. 
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lending me some of his book!S. 
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