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PREFACE 

Although India's struggle for independence ~as 

._. largely non-violent, it witnessed periodic spurts of a 

small but vocal revolutionary movement. The movement 

began in tho 1870s, reached its zenith during the period 

following the partition of Bengal in 1905, went into 

decline and re-emerged in 1920s and enjoyed o somewhat 

chaquered existence until Ind~'s independence. By inter

national standard a tho Indian 1 Terrorist' r.tovement was 

fairly restrained .. It never upheld the doctrines that 

glorified violenc~ aa a low of nature. It was primarily 

an inevitable product of the repressive measures on the 

part of the Briti:.h Government. It was ooen oe a means 

to achieve India's freedom. It was fanned by the British 

contempt of Indian public opinion during the partition of 

Bengal, their indifference to popular petitions and appeals 

and their apathy for griavonceo of the Indian public. 

Bengal ond Mahorashtra became the breeding 

ground !3 for revolutionary terrori!:;:':l. From there it spread 

to Punjab and olowly to other provinces. 

This theois io a humble attempt to bring to 

light a hiterto neglected port of the revolutionary move

ment in the United Provinces, namely the Moinpuri 

Conspiracy, ond to give it the importance it deserves in 



the history of revolutionary movement in India. 

The inveatigations leading to the Benaras 

Conspiracy Case in 1915 had revealed definitely that-the 

seeds of revolutionary terrorism had blown into the United 

Provinces. Of the member a of the Ben ares 1 Samiti 1 , how

ever, the majority were Bengalis, only one belonged to the 

United Provinces. This led the British Government to 

believe that the movement had not taken hold of any section 

of the people of the United Provinces. little did they 

realise that an independent organisation, comprising 

mostly of students and teachers, had already taken birth 

in Mainpuri district, spreading to various other districts 

as well. This organisation known as the 'Matravedi 

Senstha 1 was to be responsible for a seriea of revolu

tionary activities in the United Provinces with a view to 

turning the British out of India, 

The places chiefly affected by the activities of 

the orgeniaation, apart from Mainpuri were Agra, Etawah, 

Shahjahanpur, and Lucknow. Signa of ita influence were 

also apparent in farrukhobad, Kanpur, foizabad, Benares, 

Bereilly, Badaun, Bijnor, Basti, Mathura, Moradabad, Etah, 

5\Jltanpur, Herdoi, Gonda, Fatehpur, Allahabad, Mirzapur 

end even beyond United Provinces to Jaipur in Rajasthan. 

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude 
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to my supervisor, Dr.P.K.Ghosh, without whose inspiration, 

able guidance and constant assistance this work would 

never have been accomplished. His devotion to his work and 
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Dr. Ghosh' a family from whom I oecured unedning support and 
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Lucknow University, for tha interest he took in my work 

and the valuable advice he gave me from time to time. 

The help and encouragement given by my parents, 
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appreciate. I om extremely greteful to Shri Kerhori Lal, 
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freedom fighter of Bewar, district Meinpuri, who was a 

member of the Mainpuri Revolutionary Society, for granting 

me an interview in spite of hi5 poor health, and to 
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History i~ replete with instances where people 

of a nation have resorted to secret organisations with the 

purpose of overthrowing a foreign or oppressive rule. for 

those suffering under such oppression, the necessity of 

freeing their country becomes the ruling passion of their 

lives. And when they are frustrated in their efforts to 

relieve their country's mioery, their helpleaaness knows no 

bound. At such a time, their only hope lies in forming 

underground oecret eocictiee to gradually undermine the 

1 alien government. Thus, underground or Terrorist organ!-

setione ere well known phenomenon in the process of "the 

historical evolution of otatea end have often played a role, 

by no means insignificant, in the struggle for freedom by 

2 
subject people." In the Indion freedom Movement, we find 

the extensive prevalence of revolutionary conspiracies 

aiming to overthrow the British Government, by violent 

means during the first two decades of the 20th 

1 • 

2. 

Gupta, A.(Editor), Studiee in the Bengal 
Renaissance, p.19B. 

Majumdar, R.C., History of The freedom Movement 
in India, Vol.1, Book II, p.442. 
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1 Century. 

2 

It vas in the last years of the 19th Century that 

the "ideology of violence as a political creed•, vhich had 

been .. itneaaed in the Firat war of Independence in 1857 and 

which had been crushed by tho British Govornaent, had a 

2 
fresh lease of life. 

Various factors contributed towards the emergence 

of this revolutionary movement. Diaaetisfied with the rete 

of progress achieved by the Congress in bringing about a 

change by means of constitutional agitations, many Indiana 

.,anted measures which would show speedy results. In the 

Congress itself the new leaders, unlike the old leaders, 

had no faith in the generosity of the British end on their 

3 
sense of fairplay and justice. The first systematic 

n attack on Congreae 'm~iconcy' wae made by Aurabindo Ghose 

in 1893-94 in a aeries of erticlaa entitled 'New La•pa far 

0 ld' • A ai•dlar attack was made by the great nationalist 

4 
poet Rabindranath Tagorea 

2. 

J. 

4. 

Chopra, P.N.(Ed.), India's Struggle For rreadom, 
Role of Aeaaciated Movementg, Val.2, p.195. 

Chatterji, N.L., India's rreedom Strug~, p.141. 

Chopra, P.N., !ndia'e Struggle for freedom, Role 
of Associated Movements, Vol.2, pp.196-197. 
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This change in the attitude of Indians was 

brought about by the deteriorating condition of the Indian 

economy under the British Rule, coupled with the hawghty 

indifference of the Government to public grievances even in 

times of famine and plague. Moreover, the British Govern-

ment was not interested in introducing any concrete 

1 reforms. The six years of Curzon's Viceroyalty (1899-

1905) characterised by "rigorous imperialism, bureaucratic 

administration and systematic denial of all principles of 

popular government," evident in the passing of the Munici-

pality Act of 1899 and the Indian Universities Act of 1904, 

worsened the Indian situation. 2 
Then came the Partition 

of Bengal in 1905 which heralded a new era in the history 

of India. As Ambica Charan Mazumdar declared, "With the 

partition of Bengal Political agitation in this country 

enters ~pon a new phase. It has unmistakably demonstrated 

two things; first the absolute despotism of the Government, 

and secondly the utter futility of the kind of agitation to 

which we nave grown accustomed". He added that the time 

had come to transfer their ideas from the sphere of thought 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

Tarachand, History of the freedom Movement in 
India, Vol.III, pp.324-325. 

Chopra, P.N., op.cit., p.197. 

Mukherji, Haridas & Uma, The Growth of Nationa
.JJ:sm in India ( 1857-1905), pp.124-125. 
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to the sphere of action. 1 

S.C. Bose wrote that the partition of Bengal 

heralded a countrywide revolt. Now the people were 

convinced that constitutional agitation would not le~ to 

2 anything. 

New Weapons of agitation were brought in the form 

3 
of Swadeshi and Boycott. Then followed a new wave of 

nationalism in the country with a predominant militant 

aspect. "A new robustnese was stung into the politics of 

Bengal and India.... Indian nationalism moved away from 

both mendicant resolutions and stray bomb outrages to 

ardent, broad based revolutionary pressure", strong and 

violently stirring.
4 

The new nationalism received a 

fillip from the 'sensational triumph' of Japan over Russia 

in 1905.
5 

The victory was "hailed as a glorious tri~mph 

of an Asiatic Power against white imperialism and generated 

new enthusiasm and hopes of liberation in different 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Mukherji, P., All About Partition, p.9B. 

Bose, S.C., The Ind'ian Struggle, 1920-1934, 
Part II, p.39. 

Mookherji, Sudhansu Bimal, India Since 1857, 
p.139. 

Gopal, S., British Policy in India, 1858-1~05, 
pp.268, 275. 

Bahadur, Lal, Indian Freedom MoveMent And 
Thought, 1919-1929, p .. 9. 
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quarters of the continent. 111 

Thus in 1907 the actual political situation was 

bad but the presages and potentialities of future trouble 

2 were worse. Nehru recorded "from 1907 onwards for 

several years India was seething with unrest and trouble. 

For the first time since the Revolt of 1857 India was show-
. 3 

ing fight and not submitting tamely to foreign rule." 

In Bombay, fountainhead of Indian sedition, Tilak 

was at the zenith of his power. His newspapers the 

'Mahratta' and 'Kesari • persistently propagated an anti-

4 British sentiment among the people. Tilak was a pioneer 

in many ways. He was first to use religious fervour to 

buttress political agitation, to give a spiritual orienta

tion to the nationalist impulse. 5 In 1893, he had conver-

ted the celebration of Ganpati worship into a public 

ceremony. Apart from unifying the Maratha Hindus like 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Datta, Kalikinkar, Renaissance, Nationalism And 
Social Changes in Modern India, p.26. 

tlEme Political Proceedings, february 1918, No.31, 
Note ~n serious disturbances and political 
trouble in India from 1907 to 1917, Part II, p.5. 

Nehru, Jawaharlal, An Autobiography, p.21. 

Home Political Proceedings, op.cit. 

Das, Durga, India From Curzon to Nehru and After, 
p.82. _ 
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never before, the Ganpati festivals were used to promote a 

sense ot nationalism and opposition to the British Rule. 1 

1
The impact of Ganpati' had been 'reinforced' in 1896 by 

the Shivaji festival, which was used to revive the military 

spirit of the Marathas by commemorating the Maratha leader, 

Shivaji, who had repulsed the Muslim conquest end esta

blished en independent Maratha Empire. 2 By means of 

processions songs and speeches, Tilak sought to foster a 

spirit of independence, patriotism and nationalism among 
3 

the m.~sses. 

Many young men and students had been drawn to 

Tilak 1 s movement and had been organised into athletic 
4 

clubs. One such club called as 'Mitra Mele' organised by 

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar in 1899, later developed into a 

well known revolutionary party \vith the new name of' 1Abhinav 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

4. 

Masselos~ Jim, Nationalism on the Indian Sub
Continent, pp. 79-80. 

Chirol, Valentine, Indian Unrest, pp.41, 44, 
According to Chirol, "If any one can claim to 
be the father ot Indian Unrest, it is Tilak." 

Masselos, Jim, Nationalism on the Indian Sub
Continent, p.ao. 

Chirol, Valentine, Indian Unrest, pp.41, 44. 

Gupta, R.c., Indian freedom Movement And Thought 
_{ 1 93 D-1 94 7) , p. 5. 

Gopal, Ram, How India Struggled for freedom, 
p.1 01 •. 
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Bharat•, Sa~arkar who left for london in 1906 started the 

"Free India Society" there with the purpose of recruiting 

members for the 1 Abhinav Bharat•. The 'Abhinav Bharat• 

worked at producing revolutionary literature and smuggling 

arms into India. 1 

In Bengal, Swadeshi, Boycott, Swaraj and Anti-

partition agitations were feeding the revolutionary move

ments, which had already grown to a sinister strength. 2 

Nowhere had Tilak's extremist ideas and militant schemes 
3 

evoked a more enthusiastic response than in Bengal. The 

revolutionary movement here was spearheaded by Aurobindo 

Ghose who provided inspiration to the revolutionaries with 

h . t il. t t l. . t. 1 . • 4 J.s m l. an re J.gJ.ous na J.ona J.sm • A urobindo was 

greatly influenced by his study of the various revolutions 

in different parts of the world, which had led to national 

liberation and as long as he was in Bengal, he carried on 

his secret revolutionary activities as preparation for open 

revolution. 5 There was unrest in Punjab too, spearheaded 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Gopal, Ram, How India Struggled For Freedom. 
p.101o. . . _ . 

Home Political Proceedings, February 1918, No.31. 
Note 9n serious_ disturbances and political 
trouble in India from 1907-1917, Part I, p.S. 

Chatterji, N.l., India's freedoM Struggle, p.141. 

Embree, Ainslie, T., Ifidia•s search for National 
Identity,_ p.57. 

Sri Aurobindo on Himself, Part I, Section 1, 
p.17._ 
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by two leaders, namely Lala Lajpat Rai ('the Lion of 
. - 1 

Punjab') and sardar Ajit Singh. 

The Press played an important role in spreading 

the idea of revolution. In 1905-1906, we find the birth of 

a •new militant national Press• in Bengal which advocated 

2 the need for rebellion against colonial oppression. The 

'Yugantar',a newspaper started by Aurobindo, was the most 

poptllar. It preached open revolt and included articles 

giving instructions for guerilla warfare.
3 Besides. the 

'Yugantar' there were also the 'Bande Mataram•, •sandhya•, 

- 4 
etc. 

The book 'Anendmath' written by Bankim Chandra, 

perhaps did the maximum in infusing and stimulating the 

militant spirit among revolutionaries. In this book. he 

wrote about a band of •sanyasin_' or holy men who attempted 

to free their country, Bengal, from the Muslim Yoke. The 

influential part of 'Anandmath', as Jim Messelos pointed 

out, was the writer's emphasis on devotion to one's 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Gupta, R.C., Indian freedom Movement and Thought, 
1930-1947), p.6. 

Reisner, I.M. & Goldberg, N.M., Tilak and The 
Struggle for Indian freedom, p.179. 

Sri Aurobindo on HiMself, p.24. 

Reisner, I.M. & Goldberg, N.M., op.cit., p.273. 
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country (Bengal in this case),on the identification of the 

country with tbe mother and the correlation of religion 

with patriotism. And from this book the revolutionaries 

derived their 'messianic fervour' and determination to free 

I d · f f . · d · t · 1 . Th th d f th n 1a rom ore1gn om1na 1on. e me o s o e 

•sanyasis' in 1 Anandmath' typified beforehand the political 
~ ~ - ~ 2 
dacoities of the revolutionaries. In fact, many ideas 

were borrowed from the novel by the leaders of the Revolu-

tionary Societies. A special vow taken by the members of 

the 'Anushilan SBmiti' of Dacca was lifted bodily from 

- 3 
• Anandmath'. 

A significant contribution to the idea of a 

correlation of religion with nationalism was made by Swami 

Vivekanand, whose religious preachings were based .on 

feelings of intense patriotism and nationalism. He 

succeeded in lending a spiritual dimension to religion aRd 

nationalism. 
4 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The spiritual & philosophical guidance and support 

Masselos, Jim, Nationalism on The Indian Sub
Continent, pp.BS-86. 

Lovett, Sir Verney, A History of the Indian 
Nationalist Movement, Appendix II, p.2B1. -

Home Political Proceedings, August 1909, No.21. 
Report by Mr. H.L. Salkeld, I.C.s., regarding the 
proceedings of the Anushilan Samiti in Dacca,p.6. 

Sinha, P.B., Indian National liberation Movement 
And Ru~sia, 1905-1917, p.9. 
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1 was also provided by the Gita, 

10 

which was a 'constant 

companion' of the revolutionaries. Regarding the Gita 
--

Amales Tripathi has written that in the hands of the 

revolutionaries, "it was a more terrible weapon than the 

bomb. It steeled them for the killing, which was God's 

will and ordained decree and it assured them of salvation 

through death in God 1 s service ••• It supplied a superb 

2 fighting morale." 

Various other books like 'Bartman Ran Niti' 
- -

(modern art of warfare), 'Mukti Kon Pathe 1 (which way lies 
.. 

salvation), 'Sikher Balidan' (The Sikh's Sacrifice) 'Dasher 
- . 

Katha' and 'Shivaji', 'life of Mazzine,' 'Manual of 

Explosives, etc. also contributed in inspiring the people 

and taught them armed retaliation against foreign 

d • t. 3 om1na 1on. 

The book 'Bartman Ran Niti' published in October, 

1907, by Abinash Chandra Bhattacharji was an important 

revolutionary text book. 4 
It preached that war was the 

1 • 

2. 

J. (i) 

(ii) 

4. 

Gupta, A., Studies in the Bengal Renaissance, 
p.2J4. 

Tripathi, Amales, The Extremist Challenge, p.137 

Tara Chand, op.cit., p.J51. 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
pp.48~62. 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
pp.48-62. r\ 

\. 
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inevitable result when oppression could not be stopped by 

any other means. It also discussed the weapons of war, the 

organisation of armies as aslo the tactics of war, espe-

1 
cially guerilla warfare. 

The principal articles of the 'Yugantar•, forming 

a complete gospel of revolution, were republished in a 

small volume entitled 'Mukti Kon Pathe•.
2 The book was in 

four parts showing how revolutionaries could justify the 

raising of funds by means of dacoities.
3 

In Part II of the volume an article pointed out 

that Bengalis were at a disadvantage, where physical 

strength and development were concerned, thus training 

should be considered essential for muscular development. 

However, if the time was insufficient to acquire such deve-

lopment, it did not matter, since surely it did not require 

4 much muscle power to pull the trigger of a gun. Aneth er 

article brought out the necessity of secret societies, as 

no talk of freedom was allowed by the Government. Yet 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
pp.53-54. 

Chirol, Valentine, Indian Unrest, p.95. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p,23. 

Ker, J.C., op,cit., p,56. 
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another article in part IV dealt with the collection of 

arms through money acquired from thefts and dacoities. 1 

It was also pointed out that it was no sin to 

destroy this small good in order to achieve a nigher good. 

Therefore, tne conduct of revolutionaries wno extorted 

wealth from the miserly and affluent members of society 

f . bl . t . f. d 2 orc1 y. was JUs 1 1e • 

With regard to the book 'Sikner Balidan•, in an 

article of the 'Bengalee•, Babu Surendranatn Banerjee's 

views of tne book nas brought out clearly the message 

3 conveyed in the book to the youth. 

"Sikher Balidan is a book which ought to be in 

the hands of every school boy. It is a thrill-

ing record of Sikh martyrdom. In all great 

movements boys and young men play a prominent 

part, the divine message first comes to them, 

and they are persecuted and suffer for their 

faith • .'. 

1 • 
Ker, J.c., op.cit., p.56. 

2. 

3. 

Sedition Committee Repo£!, p.25. 

Ker, J.C., ,gp.cit., pp.58-59. (The Sikner 
Balidqn was written in Bengali by Kumudini 
Mitter, first published in 1905.) 
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" . . . Our boys and young men have been persecuted 

for their swadeshism; and their sufferings have 

made Swadeshism strong and vigorous ••• Out 

authoress tells us the story of the martyrdom of 

Fateh Singh and Jarwar Singh, the two youthful 

sons of Guru Govind Singh. The two boys confron-

ted with their persecutor, never flinched from 

the faith of their father ••• The little book 

reveals the process of nation building through 

the ordeal of fire and persecution. It should be 

in the hands of everybody who has his eyes open 

to the significance of the events that are 

passing around us." 
1 

A number of secret revolutionary societies had 

sprung up all over the Bengal spreading from there to other 

2 
provinces as well. As regards the programme of the 

revolutionaries their operations were radically different 
of 

from those/the nationalists and moderates and involved 

violent resistance. The revolutionaries, inspired by en 

intense love of the country and spurred by a burning passion 

1 • 

2. 

The Bengalee, Thursday, August 2, 1906, Vol.XLVII, 
No.181, p.3. 

Chopra, P.N., (Ed.), India's Struggle For Freedom, 
Role of Associated.Movements, Vol.2, p.19B. 
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to free it quickly, hoped to organise an armed revolt 

against British domination with the help of Indian soldiers 

and for which purpose help would be expected of foreign 

enemies of the British, tao. This ambitious programme 

would naturally involve a lot of money and in the absence 

of voluntary support, they had no option but to resort to 

dacoities - thus started the political dacoities. Their 

programme also included terrorist methods of assasinatian 

of oppressive officials bath British and Indian, and 

traitars. 1 

Explaining the concept of terrorism in the 

History of the revolutionary movement, a manifesto entitled 

nThe Philosophy of the Bambn stated that Terrorism "is a 

phase, a necessary and inevitable phase of the revolution. 

Terrorism is nat complete without revolution and revolution 

not without 
is~camplete~terrorism terrorism instils fear in the • • 0 

hearts of the oppressors, it brings hopes of revenge and 

redemption to the oppressed masses, it gives courage and 

self confidence to the wavering, it shatters the spell of 

superiority of the ruling class and raises the status of 

the subject races in the eyes of the world, because it is 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Prasad, Bisheshwar, Changing Modes of Indian 
National. Movement, pp.77-7B. 

sarkar, Sumit, Modern Indiat 1885-1947, p.124. 
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1 
the most convincing proof of a nation's hunger for freedom." 

We find that Secret Societies existed in Calcutta 

as early as the Seventh Decade of the 19th Century. These 

2 however, were somewhat amateurish in character. 

Incidentally, it may be stated here that savarkar 

in his book described the 1857 rising a result of Secret 

• • 3 
Organ~ sat~on. He writes; 'Secret organisation was resruved 

upon to achieve the goal' (the goal of revolt against the 

British Government). He further writes: 'One cannot help 

feeling wonder struck at the schemes, secret, extensive and 

daring which Ali Naqi Khan was weaving in Bengal to induce 

the sepoys in Bengal to join the revolution' ••• 'Anonymous 

proclamations were posted all over'. Then, there were the 

secret messengers of revolution in the form of chapatis, 

which were going about throughout the length and breadth of 

4 India to prepare the people for the Revolt. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Rajnarain Bose organised one of the earliest 

Terrorism in India, 1917-1936. Confidential 
Report compiled in the Intelligence Bureau, Home 
Department, Government of India, p.a. (The 
pamphlet was distributed in January 1930, and 
believed to be written by Bhagwati Charan, a 
terrorist of Punjab.) 

Majumdar, R.c., op.cit., Vol.1, p.449. 

savarkar, War of Independence, Vol.I, p.5. 

l.lli·, pp.s, 7. 
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secret societies whose "members had to take the oath that 

they would destroy by the use of force, the enemies of the 

1 country and deliver India from her bondage." 

Aurobindo Ghose, in his autobiography, has 

mentioned the existence of a secret society, towards the 

end of the 1~th Century, in Western India. 2 A Rajput 

noble of the Udaipur State, with the title of Thakur, was 

the head of this Society, which bad a Council of five in 

Bombay with many prominent Maharatta politicians as its 

members. The Thakur w~s helped by this council to organise 

Maharashtra and the Maharatta States. 3 He himself took up 

the task of working on the Indian Army of which he had even 

managed to win over two or three regiments. Aurobindo him-

self had contacted and joined this society somewhere in 

1902-3, which was some time after he had already started his 

4 secret revolutionary work in Bengal. 

f'irst 
The credit for organising the"real Secret Revolu-

tionary Society in the post-mutiny period goes to Vasudeo 

Balvant Phadke in Maharashtra. Vasudeo firmly believed 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Gupta, A.(Ed.), ~udies in the Bengal Renaissance, 
P• 21 0. 

Sri Aurobindo on Himself, p.4. 

~., pp.4, 14. 

~ •• pp.4, 14. 
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that armed rebellion was the only way India could be 

1 freed. He began first by organising public opinion in 

favour of absolute independence for India. 2 

Vasudeo, a Chitpavan Brahman, deserted his post 
3 

as a Government Clerk in Poena and took to the hills, 

attempting to adopt the methods of Shivaji' s attack on 

foreign Muslim Rule. 4 He was hailed as the 'Pradhan' of 

Shiv a j i I I ' • S Unfortunately, his revolutionary ideas 

failed to draw any response from the educated classes, so 

he diverted his attention to the masses. 6 The Ramoshis, a 

'semi-aboriginal and criminal tribe' became his followers. 7 

He also contacted the Kales, Bhils, and Dhangars (Shepherds) 

in the districts of Khandesh, Nasik, and Berar, to help him 

B 
in his work. for collecting arms, etc. Phadke naturally 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. (i) 
' 

(ii) 

6. 

7. 

Joshi, V. 5., Vasudeo Balwant Phadke 1 first Indian 
Rebel Against British Rule, p~24. 

ill.£!., p.30. 

Seal, Anil, The Emergence of Indian Nationalism, 
pp. 234-235. 

Masselos, J.C., Towards Nationalism, p.201. 

Seal, Anil, oe.cit., p.235. 

Masselos, J.C., op.cit., p.200. 

Joshi, V.S., op.cit., p.36. 

Seal, Anil, op.cit., p.235. 

V. s., op.cit., p.36. 

1721il 
\ t MA~ ~00) 
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needed money and he soon realised that no financial help 

would be forthcoming from the native princes or the rich 

people. 

Therefore, he decided that "means do not by 

themselves matter. If the rich men do not voluntarily 

contribute to the funds for Swaraj, why not forcibly deprive 

1 
them of their wealth to swell the coffers of Swaraj." 

Phadke 1 s men raided villages near the western ghats and 

carried off the booty to the hills.
2 

Their victims were 'banias•, money lenders and 

1 Sahukars' and they even obtained some support of the 

- 3 
peasants. 

However, soon Phadke was disappointed by the lack 

of patriotism among his men, particularly the Ramoshis,
4 

a a 1 b th la k f t f th B h . t 5 s so y e c o supper rom e ra man comrnun1 y. 

When the gang was rounded up Ph a dk e was sent anced to 

1 0 Joshi, V.S., op.ci!•• pp.37-38. 

2. Sea 1 , An i 1 , o p. cit o , p. 2 3 5 • 

3. Masselos, J.C., op.cit., p,200. 

4. (i) Seal, Anil, op,cit., p.235. 

(ii) Joshi, V.s., op,cit., pp.91-92. 

5. Seal, Anil, op.cit., p,235. 
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transportation for life.
1 He died in jail in Aden of 

Phthisis on february 17, 1883.
2 Phadk e had thought of 

re-establishing "a Hindu Raj by collecting together a 

secret band, raising money through dacoities, and instigat

ing an armed revolt through disrupting communications."
3 

With Phadke, terrorism as a political instrument had come 

. t th . t 4 
1n o e p1c ure. 

Phadke'a spirit was reborn in the Chapekar 
5 

brothers of Maharashtra, who were greatly inspired by him. 

The first political murders of two British officers; Mr.Rand 

and lieutenant Ayerst by the Chapekar Brothers, set the ball 

rolling in the history of terrorist movement in Modern 

India, 6 

The most important revolutionary organisation in 

the beginning of the 20th Century was the 'Anushilan 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

3, 

4. 

5, 

6. 

Joshi, V. S,, op,cit., p.154. 

Seal, Anil, op,cit., p,235, 

Joshi, V.S., op,cit,, p,173. 

sarkar, Sumit, Modern India, 1835-1947, p.4B. 

Mukherji, Hiren, Recalling India's Struggle for 
freedom, p~3B. _ _ 

Gopal, Ram, How India Struggled for freedom'; 
p.117. Phadke 1 s.name is reverentially mentioned 
in Damodar's Autobiography. 

Chatterji, N.L., op.cit., p.141. 
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Samiti' organised by Barindra Kumar Ghose in the beginning 

of 1907. It was a group of young men who collected revol-

1 
vera and rifles. The 'Samiti' operated from Calcutta, 

and had centres in Bhow~nipur and Howrah, Khulna, Jessore, 

Midnapur and several other districts.
2 A branch of the 

'Samiti' in Dacca known as the 'Dacca samiti' was also 

developed under Pulin Behari Das. The 'Dacca Samiti' 

expanded so enormously that at one time it had 500 branches 

in Bengal. Its members were found working even outside 

Bengal, in Assam, Bihar, Punjab, Central Provinces, the 

United Provinces and at Poona.
3 

The 'Anushilan Samiti's' alleged objects were the 

literary, scientific and physical education of the boys who 

joined, however, its real object was the formation of a 

disciplined body for the purpose of working up a revol~ion. 

The head of the Society or the inner circle was a s~cret 

organisation whose methods included assassination and any-

thing, however unscrupulous, that might be calculated to 

1 • 

2. 

Gopal, Ram, How India Struggled For Freedo•. 
pp.186-187. 

Tarachand, History of the Freedom Movement in 
India, Vol.III, p.336. 

Gopal, Ram, op.cit., p.1B7. 
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achieve the ultimate object. 1 

The earliest signs of the Revolutionary spirit 

in the United Pr~vinces was detected in Benaras with the 

commencement in 1900 of a paper called 'Kalidas' follow-

ing a visit of Bal Gangadhar Tilak to the city. Eut 

before the paper could capture the attention of the people, 

proceedings were taken against its editor ( a Maratha 

Brahman of Dharwar in the Bombay Presidency), and his son 

for spreading sedition. 2 Next a plan was made to hold the 

Shivaji Festival in Benaras in 1907, being insp.ir ed as 

before by a visit of Tilak in the previous year (January, 

1906). 
en 

Arra~gem~s were made to take out a huge procession. 

As a part of the preparation of the general public, an 

intensely arousing speech was delivered by Sundar Lal. The 

British Government, scared of the consequences of such a 

speech, refused permission for the procession. 
3 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

Home Politic£1 Proceedings, August, 1909, no.21. 
Report by Mr.H.L.Salkeld, I.C.S., regarding the 
proceedings of the"Anushilan samiti' in Dacca 
pp.S-6. 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
p.24. 
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Born about 1885 and son of Tota Ram, Kayasth of 

Muzaffarnagar, Sundar Lal should be given credit for making 

the maximum effort, at that time, to infuse a revolutionary 

fervour in the people of the United Provinces. Sundar Lal 

was an ardent admirer and follower of Aurobindo Ghose, 

Tilak and Lala Lajpat Rai. 1 He started the •Karmyogi 

Magazine' before the publication of which he placed an 

advertisement in the 1 Abhyudaya 1 of July 23, 1909, which 

ran as follows1 

1 • 

"The Karmyogi, a new fortnightly review in Hindi 

will be started at Allahabad from September next. 

It will be edited by Sundar Lal, B.A., and 

besides reproducing translations of important 

extracts from Mr. Aurobindo Ghose 1 s •Karmyogi' 

and Mr. Tilak 0 s 1 Kesari 1 , it will publish indepen-

dent articles on principles of Nationalism as 

based on the ancient Vedic religion, also on the 

Swadeshi and Boycott movements, on national 

education and on Swaraj. It will also contain 

articles on the past greatness of India and her 

present condition, along with suggestions as to 

how the national regeneration can be brought 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
p.373. 



( 

1 about." 

')3 1-._. 

It may be stated here that though the United 

Province did not ha~e a claim to any great renaissance move-
.. 

ment, like Bengal and Maharashtra, it did have the 'tradi-
. 2 

tiona of the rising of 1857. 

However, the secret revolutionary movement. for 

many years failed to touch the population of United 

Provinces. It was the anti-partition unrest and the conse-

quent agitations in Bengal that awakened the United Provin-

3 
ces to respond in a substantial way. 

Thus, the first determined and persistent impulse 

towards a revolutionary movement or terrorism, in the United 

Provinces, came from a newspaper, the 'Swarajya' which 

commenced publication in Allahabad, 4 in November 1907, 

under the editorship of Shanti Narain, who had formerly 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Ker, J.C., Political Trouble in India, 1907-1917, 
pp. 373-374 •. 

Guha, Arun Chandra, first Spark of Revolution, 
p.306 •. 

llli·, p. 3 07. 

Williamson, H., Memoranda on Terrorist and other 
Subversive Movements and Organisations, dated 
August 19, 1933, file No.1504, p.364. 
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been sub-editor of a Punjab newspaper. 1 Sundar lal was 

2 the chief promoter of this paper too. The tone of 

•swarajya' was hostile to the government from the day it 

started. It was started with the object of commemorating 

the release of Lala Lajpat Rai and Sardar Ajit Singh, the 
. 3 

Punjab deportees. In July 1908, Shanti Narain was 

arrested and condemned to 3Y2 years' imprisonment 4 for 

extolling the murderer, Khudiram Basu, in the case which 

resulted in the death of two English ladies; Mrs.and Miss 

Kennedy at Muzaffarpur in Bihar. 5 The 'Swarajya', however, 

continued on its course under eight successive editors, 

three of whom were also prosecuted and sentenced to long 

terms of imprisonment for publications, objectionable to the 

British Government. 6 They were Ram Hari, who was sentenced 

to seven years' imprisonment in December 1908, Nand Gopal, 

who was sentenced to ten years' imprisonment in March 1910 

and Ladda Ram sanyasi, who was sentenced to ten years• 

imprisonment in May 1910. 

1 • Sedition Committee Report, 1 91 8, p.131. 

2. Ker, J.c., op.cit., p.374. 

3. Sedition Committee Report, 1 91 8' p.131. 

4. Ker, J.C., op.cit., p.374. 

5. Williamson, H • ' op.cit., p.364. 

6. Sedition Committee Report, 1 91 8' p.131. 
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The 'Swarajya', 1 Karmyogi 1 and another paper 

called the 'Hindi Pradip 1 , which also enjoyed the patronage 

of s~ndar Lal, were all suppressed when the new Indian Press 

Act of 1910 came into force. 1 Thereafter, Sundar Lal 

adopted the garb and name of a religious man, calling him-

self Someshwaranand Swami. He lived for some time in 

Dehradun and then about June, 1912, he shifted to Solan in 

Simla. Although not actively involved in the revolutionary 

movement, he continued to be actively interested in it at 

least till 1913. His name was mentioned in connection with 

the Delhi Conspiracy Case, as in May 1912, he had stayed 

for a week with Amir Chand in Delhi, one of the four men 

who were awarded death sentences in the Delhi Conspiracy 

2 Case, the others being Behari, Balmukund, and Basant 

Kumar Biswas, for planning to kill Lord Hardinge by hurling 

a bomb at him in December 1912, and also for planting a 

bomb on a road in the Lawrence Gardens at Lahore on May 17, 

1913 with the intention of killing a European but which 

killed an Indian.
3 Two other men were sentenced to 7 

years' imprisonment, while the leader, Rash Behari Bose had 

1 • 

2. 

Ker, J. C., op.cit., p.374. 

~· 
Majumdar, R.c., tlistorv of the Freedom Movement 
in India, Vol.II~ p.490. 
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1 escaped to Japan. 

Inquiry was made regarding Sundar Lal's connection 

with the Delhi Conspirators, but apart from the fact that 

he had been visited by Hanwant Sahai, one of the conspira-

tors, in Solan, just before he was arrested, no evidence of 

any active involvement on his part was obtained. 2 

In 1908, Hotilal Verma, correspondent at Aligarh 

of the paper "Bande Mataram" edited by Aurobindo Ghose, 

distinguished himself by revolutionary propagandism and was 

3 
rewarded with a sentence of 10 years' transportation. He 

had travelled widely in the far East and Europe, where he 

had become influenced by the ideals of revolution. 4 

After this there was hardly any revolutionary 

activity in the United Provinces till the rise of a new 

group of revolutionaries (mostly Bengalis) under a Bengal 
. 5 

Youth sachindra Nath sanyal. 5achindra Nath sanyal 

together with other young men started a club called the 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Majumdar, R.C., History of the freedom Movemen1_ 
in India, Vol.II~ p,490. 

Ker, J.C., op.ci!•• p,374. 

Williamson, H., op,cit., p.364. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.131. 

Guha, Arun Chandra, op.cit,, p.JOB. 



I 

27 

1 1 Anushilan Samiti 1 in Benaras, in imitation of the 

'Dacca Anushilan SBmiti•. But when this I samiti' attracted 

the unfavourable attention of the authorities, it assumed 

the title of "Young Men's Association". 2 

The 'SBmiti' was formed ostensibly for the promo-

tion of the moral, intellectual and physical development of 

3 
its memberso However, in the words of the Commissioners 

who tried the Benaras Conspiracy Case:-

1 • 

2. 

3. 

"There is no doubt that SBchindra aimed at making 

the Society an instrument for the spread of sedi-

tion. As Deb Narain Mukherji, a former member, 

has told us, the members used to express them-

selves vehmently against the action of the Govern-

ment. According to Bibhuti, the Society con-

tained an inner circle consisting of those who 

were fully initiated into its real object and the 

teaching of sedition was mainly effected through 

a so-called moral class at which the Bhagwad Gita 

was so interpreted as to form a justification 

Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment,1915, Part II, 
p.2. (File of the office of I.G. Police,_ United 
Prov ioc es. ) 

I bid. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.132. 
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even for assassination. At the performance of 

the annual 'Kalipiya' the sacrifice of a white 

pumpkin - an usual accompaniment of the ceremony 

which has in itself no sinister significance, was 

made to symbolise the white race for whose expul

sion a special prayer was offered." 1 

The 'Samiti' continued to exist from 1909 to 1 913. 

During this period, however, it lost some members, when 

they disassociated themselves from its activities and then 

it lost its more violent members including Sachindra, who 

felt that it was time to convert all the talk into action. 2 

Thus, Sachindra formed a new party whose object was to make 

contact with the Bengal Revolutionaries and to carry on 

similar work in the United Provinces. 3 for this he started 

making frequent visits to Calcutta and even made the 

acquaintance of Amrita Hazara, of Raja Bazar fame, and 

managed to obtain funds as well as bombs. In 1913 (autumn) 

a number of seditious leaflets were distributed in the 

Benaras schools and colleges, and were even sent out by 

post. Excursions were made into the villages in order to 

preach the villagers the necessity of turning out the 

1 • Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op.cit.,p.2. 

2. 

3. 
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British in order to improve the condition of India. 1 

About february 1914, Rash Behari Bose arrived in 

Benaras taking up residence in Misri Pokhra, after having 

lain law following the Delhi Conspiracy Case. 2 With his 

arrival 5achindra Nath 5anyal allowed him practically to 

3 
take over charge of the movement. It is remarkable that 

although he was being sought for all over the country, a 

reward had been offered for his arrest, and even his photo-

graph had been widely circulated, he was able to live in 

4 Benaras undetected throughout the greater part of 1914. 

5achindra introduced all the members of his Society to Rash 

Behari Bose, and they were given lectures on the construe-

tion and usage of bombs, explaining to them the necessity 

of keeping the caps and the bombs separate and the way they 

should be put together. 5 On November 18, 1914, after the 

arrival of a fresh consignment of bombs from Benga1, 6 Rash 

Behari Bose arranged to give a demonstration on the use of 

1 • Sedition Committee Report, 1918, pp.132-133. 

2. Ker, J.C., ~p,cit., p,376. 

3, Williamson, H., op.cit., p,364. 

4. Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op,cit.,p.2. 

5. Ker, J.C., op.cit., p.376. 

6. ~ •• p.376. 
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bombs and revolvers in his house, and while he was examin-

ing two bomb caps, 1 contained in a biscuit tin, one of 

them exploded injuring Rash Behari Bose in the left hand 

and in the feet, and Sachindra in the eyes. 2 After this 

incident Rash Behari Bose shifted his residence to a house 

3 at Kedar Ghat, where he was visited by a young Maratha, 

Vishnu Ganesh Pingley, who had returned from America in 

November 1914,
4 

where he had been with a number of Sikhs 

of the Ghadr Party. Pingley announced that some 4,000 men 

had come from America for the purpose of rebellion and that 

20,000 more would come as soon as the rebellion broke out. 5 

He said that there were 15,000 men at Calcutta too, who 

would come when the rebellion brcik e out. 6 sanyal was then 

sent to Punjab to enlist recruits there. He met the Ghadr 

revolutionaries and informed those, who were interested that 

instructions in the making of bombs would be made available 

to them. He also gave them assurance of Bengal assistance. 7 

1. Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.133. 

2. Ker, J. C., op.cit., p.376. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

7. 

Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op.cit.,p.3. 

Sedition Committee Report, p.133. 

Williamson, H., op.cit., p.364. 

Sedition Committee Report, p.133. 

Ibid., p.133. -
i 
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Pingley returned to Benaras in January 1915, 

where Rash Behari Bose announced his plans for the great 

uprising saying that the time had come when they must pre-

1 pare to die for their country. The various members were 

informed of their respective duties. Damodar Sarup, a 

school master was to lead the rebellion in Allahabad. 2 

Rash Behari Bose along with 5achindra and Pingley would go 

3 
to Lahore. Two men were deputed to bring bombs and arms 

4 from Bengal. Two others, one of them a Maratha named 

Vinayak Rae Kaple were to take the bombs to the Punjab. 5 

Kaple was a relative and friend of Pingley and was brought 

by him to work there. 6 Yet another two, Bibhuti and Priya 

Nath were to make efforts to win over to their cause the 

troops at Benaras, while Nalin, another man, was to do the 

same at Jabalpur in the Central Provinces. 7 To put the 

plans into execution, Rash Behari Bose and Sachindra 

proceeded to Lahore and Delhi. 8 sachindra, however, 

1 • 

2. 

J. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

7. 

B. 

Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op.cit., p.J. 

l.!!i.Q. 
I bid. 

I bid. 

.!ill· 
Guha, Arun Chandra, op.cit., p.311. 

Benaras Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op.cit., 
Part II, p.J. 

I bid. 
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1 returned to take command of Benaras. On february 14, 

Mani Lal (later an approver) and Vinayak Rao Kaple left for 

Lahore carrying material for 18 bombs. 2 february 21, 1915 

was fixed as the date for the rebellion. 3 This date, how-

ever, was changed afterwards because the men at Lahore 

suspected that their plans had been disclosed to the police 

by one of them. 4 

This change in plans could not be communicated to 

Sachindra in Benaras, who waited on the parade grounds in 

vain for the expected rising to take place, on the evening 

5 of february 21, 1915. Meanwhile the Conspiracy in Lahore 

had exploded and arrests followed.Rash Behari Bose and 

6 Pingley returned to Benaras. from Benaras Pingley 

returned to Meerut, where he had already been working for 

t . 7 some J. me. On March 23, Pingley was arrested in Meerut, 

in the lines of the 12th Indian Cavalry with a box contain-

ing 10 bombs, said by an expert to be sufficient to kill 

1 • Sedition Committee Report, p.134. 

2. Benara s Conspiracy Case, Judgment, op.cit., p.5. 

3. 1..2!£. 
4. ~tion Committee Report, p.134. 

s. Benaras Conspiracy CaB.!:,, Judgment, op.cit., p.6. 

6. Sadi tion Committee Report, 1 91 8. p.134. 

7. tvillia m son, H • • op 1 cit., p.364. 
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half a regiment. Pingley was sentenced to death for his 

participation in the Lahore Conspiracy, while Rash Behari 
. 1 

Bose left the country. In his final interview with some 

of the Benaras members he urged them to continue with the 

work of revolutionary propoganda under the leadership of 

Sachindra Nath Sanyal and Nagendra Nath Datt, alias 

Girija Babu. 2 

3 arrested 

sachindra Nath, Girija Babu and many others were 

when the Benaras branch of the Conspiracy was 

discovered. A conspiracy case was instituted and heard by 

a special Tribunal4 constituted under the Defence of 

5 India Act, from November 5, 1915 to february 14, 1916. 

Twenty four persons were prosecuted, one of whom 
. 6 

was discharged and 8 absconded. Sachindra Nath Sanyal 

was transported for life. 7 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6, 

7. 

In the course of the police investigations various 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.134. 

~nares Conspiracy Case, 1915, Judgment, op.cit., 
p.7. 

Sedit!£n Committee Report, 1918, p.134. 

Ker, J.C., op,cit., p.378. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.134. 

Ker, J. C., op.cit., p. 378. 

Benaras Conspiracy Case, 1915, Judgment, op.cit., 
Part III, p.58. 
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arms belonging to the society were recovered in the house 

of one Suresh Babu in Chandernagar. They were, a 450 six 

chambered revolver, a tin of cartridges for the revolver, a 

breach loading rifle, a double barrelled 500 Express rifle, 

a d.b. gun, seventeen daggers, a number of cartridges and a 

1 packet of gunpowder. 

Reviewing the circumstances of the Benaras Cons-

piracy Case, the Sedition Committee, under the Presidentship 

of Mr.Rowlett, reported "that the associates, receiving 

their original inspiration from Bengal, gradually became 

corrupted until¥ under the direction of Rash Behari Bose, 

they formed an important link in the chain of a big 

revolutionary plot which came within an ace of causing 

widespread bloodshed at a highly crucial time." 2 

Of the members of the 'Benaras Samiti• majority 

were Bengalis and all were Hindus, only one belonged to the 

United Provinces. 3 

Vinayak Rao Kaple, who had managed to escape 

continued the revolutionary work, endeavouring to enlist 

1 • Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.135. 

2. 

3. Ibid. 
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recruits in the United Provinces and Central Provinces. He 

also made the acquaintance of another active figure, Sushil 

Chandra Lahiri. 1 

Shortly after, Harnam Singh, a Jat Sikh from 

Punjab was arrested in faizabad on the charge of assistin~ 

th . t 2 e consp1ra ors. In November 1916, two young Bengalis 

were convicted for pasting up the 'Jugantar' leaflets in 

Benaras. One of them was Narayan Chandra De, a young man 

of 24 years, who was an active revolutionary and had even 

thrown a bomb at a train in Bengal, the other was 19 years 

3 
of age. As a matter of fact since Judgment on the Benaras 

Conspiracy was passed, 'Jugantar' leaflets had appeared in 

many public places in Benaras and some Bengali suspects 

4 
were even arrested. Andin not less than three occasions 

students admitted to various colleges in the United Provin-

ces were found by the authorities to be in contact with the 

B 1 1 t o o 5 enga revo u 1onar1es. 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

5. 

The Sedition Committee reported that so far the 

Hale, H.W., Political Trouble in India, 1917-1937, 
p. 53. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.135. 

llli·· p.136. 

Ibid. -
Ibid. -

r 
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revolutionary movement had not "taken hold of any section 

of the United Provinces.n 1 Little did they realise that 

an independent organisation, with its headquarters in the 

Mainpuri district of the United Provinces and with members 

in other districts too, had already taken birth in 1916 and 

which was to flourish till the year 1918. The members were 

2 mostly young students, who swore to free their country 

from the foreign yoke.
3 

Mainpuri had the traditions of the Revolt of 1857. 

But after that the district was on the whole quiet with no 

anti-British agitations. 4 In 1907, we find a mild 

stirring of response in the district in the Arya Samaj 

Circles. This was following the arrest of Lala Lajpat Rai. 

For some time there had been a branch of the Arya Samaj in 

Mainpuri which held weekly meetings on sundays at the 

Aikman Union Club. The leading spirits being B.Shyam Sundar 

Lal, Pleader and B.Chote Lal, Head Master, District School. 

Many public servants were also members. Their professed 

aims had been religious, social and economic. But since the 

1 • Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p.136. 

2. Hale, H.W., op.cit., p.54. 

Williamson, H., op.cit., p.364. 

4. The Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol.VI 1 p.23l 
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arrest of Lela Lajpat Rai they were reported by the Police 

to have developed political symptoms. At a meeting held on 

M~y 19, 1907, a mysterious book had been produced which was 

believed to be a subscription book for collection of funds 

to help Lala Lajpat Rai. 1 It was not until the above 

mentioned organisation was formed that the district of 

Mainpuri became actively involved in the revolutionary 

movement. 

1 0 Home Political Proceedings, August 1907. Report 
on the political situation in the United 
Provinces, p.4. 
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The first effort towards organizing a secret 

revolutionary society in the district of Mainpuri was made 

by Pandit Dammi Lal Pandey. When Dammi Lal was a student 

of the Government High School, he was greatly influenced by 

the patriotism of the Head Master, Babu Chota Lal, who was 

an Arya Samajist. 1 The Arya Samaj was a body throbbing 

with the message and mission to further the cause of Indian 

Nationalism and was to a great extent a revolutionary 

force 2 too. The virtuosity of the Head Master exercised 

an appreciable influence on all the students of the school. 

Consequently a wave of patriotism had started flowing in 

the School. The students fell into the habit of reflecting 

on the trials of the Bengal revolutionarism, many of whom 

were being sentenced to death or transportation. Such 

accounts served to fan the passions and increased the 

1 • Indra, Brabmachari & Sinha, Indradev, ~nti Ke 
Mandir Mein, p.54. 

2. (i) Gupta, Manmathnath, Bhartiya Krantikari Andolan 
Ka Itihas, Chapter 6, p.111. 

(ii) Pandey, Dhsnpati, The Arya Samaj and Indian 
Nationalism (1875-1920), p.113. 

(iii) Home Political Proceedings, Nos.39-177. Daily 
Report of the Director, Criminal Intelligence, 
dated June 3, 1907, p.136. 
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courage of the young boys. Further a keen perusal of 

revolutionary literature, particularly the books 'Guiseppe 

Mazzini' written by Lala Lajpat Rai and 'Anandmath' by 

Bankim Chandra Chatterji, provided added inspiration towards 

revolutionary ideals. As a matter of fact, it was on the 

basis of these books, that Dammi lal and his associates 

planned their programme and started imparting revolutionary 

education to the people. They hoped to find men with simi-

lar views and initiate them into the revolutionary movement 

with the aid of literature. 

1 College, 

In the year 1914 Dammi Lal went to study in Agra 

There also he continued to persevere for the 

promotion of the revolutionary spirit. It was here that he 

came to learn of Pratap Singh, who was working as a master 

in a school at Shikohabad and was striving for a similar 

2 goal. 

While still at School in his village, where he 

was studying Hindi, Pratap Singh had got the opportunity to 

read the old files of the Hindi Kesari and ever since felt 

an inclination towards Social Reform.
3 

As the Arya Samaj 

1 • Indra, Brahmachari & Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Mein, pp.54-56. 

2. Ibid., p.56. 

3. Ibid., p.64. 
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w~s doing commendable work in the field of social service, 

Pratap Singh started working with it; and here gradually 

the revolutionary spirit began to take roots in his heart, 

being helped in its growth by a study of the revolutionary 

literature. This literature brought to him a realisation 

of the distressing condition of the people of India under 

the British Rule, and an intense desire to do something to 

relieve her of her misery. But at that early stage he felt 

incapable of doing anything. 1 

When Pratap Singh was sent in 1909 to Mainpuri 

for further studies, the economic condition of his family 

was far from satisfactory. 2 Thus, it was with some diffi-

culty that he managed to reach the Hindi Middle and then 

his father decided to get him married, a proposition which 

Pratap Singh had not foreseen and ~;;~hich certainly had no 

3 place in his plans. As his father was determined, Pratap 

Singh had no alternative but to run away from home. He 

reached the Gurukul, Badaun, where he too~ up the study of 

Sanskrit. 
4 

When his family came to know of his where-

1 • Ind.ra, Brahmachari &. Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Mein, pp. 64-6 s. 

2. I bid., p. 6 s. 

3. llli·, p. 6 5. 

4. .!.EM·, p.65 • 
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abouts he was brought back and the marriage plans were 

dropped for the moment. Pratap Singh again started his 

study in the Middle School. Here he found most of his 

friends, like him, possessed of a nationalistic spirit. 

One of them was Pandit Girija Shankar, who was later to 

extend valuable help in the revolutionary work. 1 Just as 

the examinations were drawing near, Pratap Singh's family 

again fixed up his marriage. Right after his examinations 

were over, Pratap Singh fell ill and had to stay at home 

during which time, his family got him married. 2 The 

marriage, however, did not prevent him from pursuing his 

ideals. He once again left home and reached the same 

Gurukul, Badaun, where he spent about a year. But here too 

he was not satisfied. 3 Soon he was discovered by his 

family and brought home. At home too he felt nothing but 

dissatisfaction with his present state of inactivity. He 

would have liked to continue with his studies, but the 

shortage of money made it impossible for him to do so. 

Besides, his father was not in favour of high academic 

achievements, and, at the same time, as per the tradition 

among the Rajputs, he wanted him to get into the 

1 • Indra, Brahmachari &. Sinha, Indradev, Kranti~ 
~dir Mein, p.66. 

2. lill·' p.66. 

3. ..!.E.!E!· , p.66. 
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army. 1 He found an opportunity when a military General 

visited the Raja of Mainpuri. He with the help of some of 

his relatives, who were in the army, arranged for Pratap 

Singh to be introduced to the General. The General gave 

Pratap Singh permission to join the army, handing out a 

promise to make him an officer soon, owing to the fact that 

he was educated. 2 This was more than his family had hoped 

for. However, serving the British Government was not what 

Pratap Singh had in mind, in fact quite the contrary. 

Serving the army would not lead him to the path of fulfil-

ment of his dreams - that of freeing his country. Conse-

quently, much to the disappointment of his family, he 

refused to join the army, saying that he would not serve 

such a wretched Government. He could not stay at home 

3 
any longer. 

He started looking for a job. He sent an applica-

tion to the District Board and was fortunate enoggh to 

obtain a Teaching job. Now, after finishing the school 

work every day, he started touring the nearby villages 

imparting his revolutionary ideas in an attempt to prepare 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Indra, Brahmachari & Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
~!£_~, pp.66-67. 

1.2.!.9. • ' p • 6 7 • 

I bid., pp.66-67. 
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associates for his work. Around the year 1915, he was sent 

by the Board for training in the Shikohabad Training 

1 School. He now started staying in the Shikohabad Boardirg 

together with five other boys. Here started an intensive 

study of Revolutionary literature and Pratap Singh began 

actively to propagate revolutionary ideals among his 

colleagues as well as other people. It was at this time 

that he came into contact with Dammi La1. 2 

Dammi Lal, met Pratap Singh at the Shikohabad 

railway station. one day, on his way to Agra. They struck 

up a friendship and henceforth started working in close 

co-operation in order to promote the revolutionary movement 

in the United Provinces.
3 

The number of revolutionary 

recruits started increasing steadilyp forming a regular 

4 society. They met one Master Madhoram, who became a 

strong supporter of the movement. What was needed now was 

a regular supply of revolutionary literature to aid the 

movement in its progress. for this purpose it was decided 

to open libraries by collecting those books, which had been 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Indra, Brahmachari & Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Mein, pp.64, 67-68. 

J.lli., p.6B. 

Ibid., pp. 56-57. 
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confiscated. Thus Dammi Lal set up a library in Aryapur 

and Pratap Singh did the same in Noner (his village), 
1 

where he had returned after completing his training, to 

2 take up a teaching job in a local school. The establish-

ment of a library would also enable Pratap Singh to save 

his salary for his family, all of which, hitherto was being 

spent on books. And in setting up the library, the people 

of Noner were only too ready to help. The books from these 

two libraries proved to be extremely effective in spreading 

3 
the revolutionary spirit throughout the villages nearby. 

In Noner, Pratap Singh was reunited with Pandit 

Girija Shankar, who was then studying in the Mission High 

Sh 1 • M" .4 c oo l.n a J.npurJ.. He also met Pandit Gopi Nath, another 

student of the Mission High School, Mainpuri, and an ex-

student of the Shikohabad Middle School, who had already 

come under the influence of the revolutionary movement. 5 

Now Pratap Singh started visiting Mainpuri every sunday and 

giving lectures to the students, with the help of 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

s. 

Indra, Brahmachari & Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Maindir Mein, pp.56-57. 

I bid. 

I bid • , p. 6 8. 

Ibid., p.69. 

Ibid. 
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literature. In this work he was ably assisted by Girija 

Shankar who kept him informed of the effects of his 

preachings on the students. Soon the Mission School Board-

ing House became an important centre of revolutionary 

activity and propaganda. 1 The most promising among them .. 
were Shea Krishna and Pandit Sidh Gopal Chaturvedi. 2 Next 

the students started being sent to schools in other dis

tricts to do similar work there. 3 

Dammi Lal, on the other hand, was busy in Agra 

College, where he succeeded in winning over many enthusias-

tic pupils, chief among whom was Deb Narain. Very soon 

Agra College wao also humming with revolutionary activity. 4 

In Shahjahanpur, the society found an important 

member in Ram Prasad. 5 I t wa s d uri n g t h e s e s s ion of t h e 

Lucknow Congress that Ram Prasad first heard of a secret 

society, whose primary object w~s to promote the revolu-

6 
tionary movement. After hearing various reports of the 

1 • I ndra, B ra h rna c h a r i & Sinha, I nd radev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Me in, p.6 9. 

2. Ibid., p.57. 

3. Ibid., p.sa. 

4. I bid., 

s. Bismil, Ram Prasad, Atmakatha, p.40. 

6. ~· 
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society, Ram Prasad became eager to join it and lost no 

time in becoming a member. 1 

Then there was Ganga Singh, a student of Ewing 

Christian Collese, Allahabad, who wished to become a 

member. After gathering all information about him, the 

society sent Deo Narain to Allahabad to assess Ganga Singh 

and finally recruit him. 2 

Shea Krishna became the leader for the district 

of Mainpuri, where he came to be known as acollector' and 

3 his 'naib 0 (deputy Collector) was Gopi Nath. 

Ram Prasad was the leader for Shahjahanpur and 

Ganga Singh assumed leadership for Lucknow. The leadership 

for the whole United Provinces was handed over to Genda Lal 

D •. t 4 
~X~ ' who was unanimously acknowledged as their leader 

by the young revolutionaries. Genda lal took over the task 

of collecting funds, a most essential necessity for any 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Bismil, Ram Prasad, Atmakatha, p.40. 

Indra, Brahmachari & Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Main, p.71. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Police File No.113, 
Copy of a d.o. letter from Superintendent of 
Police, Mainpuri tQ the Deputy Inspector General 
of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 1918, p.201. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II. 
Vo1.11, p.3. 
See Appendix I. 
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organised socity to carry on its revolutionary activities. 

The men knew very well that these would not be forthcoming 

in the form of donations. The only course was to extort 

funds from the wealthy persons. The funds so gained would 

be used to give to the members whenever the need arose but 

. 1 t h d •t• . 1 
ma~n y o pure ase arms an ammun~ ~on. Thus arrange-

ments were made for starting a military branch of the 

society and Genda Lal assumed command of this branch of 

t . . t 2 ac ~v~ y. 

Pratap Singh continued his efforts in revolu-

tionary propaganda and Dammi Lal and Deb Narain in their 

hunt for revolutionary literature. After some days Dammi 

Lal returned to Aryapur. The work of the society continued 

effectively until most of the important dintricts of the 

United Provinces were involved. 3 

A list of some of the prominent members of the 

Matravedi Sansthaa 

1. Shea Krishna, son of Bhagwan Das, Bania of village 

Barnahal, Police station Karhal, Dis-

trict- Mainpuri. 

1 • Shukla, Chintamani, Maineuri Janead Ka Ra jna i tik 
Itihas, p.67. 

2. Indra, Brahmacha ri & Sinha, Indradev, ~nti Ke 
Mandir Mein, pp.74-75. 

3. I bid. , p.60. 
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2. Gopi Nath, 

3. Dammi Lal, 
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son of Tara Shanker, Brahman of Kurri 

Police Station, Jasrana, District -

Mainpuri. 

son of Bhikari Das, Brahman of Alipur 

Patti, Police Station Bhogaon, District 

Mainpuri. 

4. Ram Narain Pandey, son of Mal Chand, Brahman of Alipur 

Patti, Police Station Bhogaon, District 

5. Dalpe t Singh, 

6. Karh ori Lal, 

7. Sidh Gopal, 

B. Chand radhar, 

Ma inpuri. 

son of Ram lal, Brahman of village 

Nitauli, Police Station Karhal, Dis

trict Mainpuri. 

son of Jharnman Lal, Mahajan of Bewar, 

District Mainpuri. 

son of Gahbar Singh, Brahman of village 

Chandikhera, Police Station Karhal, 

District Mainpuri. 

son of Mewa Ram, Kayasth of Muhalla 

Chipati, Mainpuri City. 

9. Genda Lal Dixit, son of Bhola Nath, Brahman of village 

1 D. Madho Ram, 

11 • P ratap Singh, 

Mai, Police Station Bah, District Agra. 

son of Shib Dayal, Brahman of Alipur 

Patti, Police Station Bhogaon, District 

Mainpur i. 

son of Saghar Singh, Thakur of Noner, 

School Master of Noner, District -
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Mainpuri. 

1 2. Deb Narain, son of Sham Lal, Brahman of Agra City. 

1 3. Scm Dec, son of Kishori, Brahman of Brindaban, 

District Mathura. 

14. Govind Singh, son of Shankar Singh, Thakur of Fateh-

pur Roshnai, Police Station Binor, 

District - Kanpur. 

15. Makundi, Bania of Auraiya, District- Etawah. 1 

16. Ram Prasad, son of Murlidhar, Brahman of Sader 

Bazar, District - Shahjahanpur. 

17. Ganga Singh, son of Rangi Singh, Thakur of Khander, 

Police Station Jalalabad, District -

Shahjahanpur. 

18. Raja Ram, son of Murli Dhar, Brahman of Deokali, 

District Shahjahanpur, student of 

Mission School, Shahjahanpur. 

1 9. Kali Charan Sharma, son of Janki Prasad, Brahman of 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Bad ripur H adiara, Police Station Powayan, 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.11 • 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919. 
Vol.12, pp. 110-111. 

(iii) Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Papers filed by Inves
tigating Authorities, Petition filed by C.E.W. 
Sands, dated March 13, 1919. Exhibit No.1, Vol.2, 
PP. 3, 5 &. 7. 
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District Shahjahanpur, student of 

Mission School, Shahjahanpur and later 

Bareilly College. 

20. Shea Charan Lal,son of Ganga Ram, Brahman of Nagla Daru, 

Police Station Kasganj, District - Etah. 

21. fateh Singh, son of Shankar Singh, Thakur of fateh-

pur Roshnai, Police Station Binor, 

District - Kanpur. Pressman. 

22. Kalyan Datt, son of Lalji, Brahman of Girdharipur, 

District - Etawah. School Teacher. 

23. lala Ramadhin, son of Debi Prasad, Cloth merchant of 

Sadar Bazar, Shahjahanpur. 1 

24 0 Dr. Kashi Nath Goel, 

25. Seth lal Man, 

26 0 Mathu ra Prasad, 

27. Hira Singh, 

2 8. Kavi Alias Sharma, 

2 9. Baij Nath, 

3 o. Ram Charan Lal, 

31 • Mal khan Singh, 

1 • ( i) Ma inpu ri Conspiracy Cas~, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919. Vol.12, 
pp. 11 0-111 • 

( ii) Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Papers filed by Investi
gating Authorities, Petition filed by C.E.W. Sands 
dated March 13, 1919. Exhibit No.1, Vol.2, 
pp.S &. 7. 
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1 32. Gopal, 

33. Gulab Singh, Zamindar Thakur of village Kalhaur, who 

gave the society help by getting the 

gold and silver ornaments recovered in 

loots melted at his house by jewellers 

and disposing them off. 

34. Thakur Digbijai Singh, of Parhira who gave same sort of 

assistance as Thakur Gulab Singh. 

35. Thakur Jagdamba Singh, 

3 6 o lallu Singh, 

37. Liladhar, 2 

38o Bhurey Singh, son of Sukhram Singh, Thakur of Dhak-

purwa, Police Station Sahawar, District 

Etah. 

39. Babu Ram, son of Sanehi Lal, Kayasth of Barak, 

Police Station Bewar, District Mainpuri. 

40. Shambhu Dayal, son of Baldev Prasad, Kayasth of Devi-

1 • 

2. 

3. ( i) 
.. ' 

( ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919. Vol.12,p.111 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 
1919. Vol.12, p.11. 

Ibid. -
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Papers filed by Inves-

tigating Authorities, Petition filed by C.E.W. 
Sands, dated January 3, 1919. Exhibit No.388, 
Vol.2, p.205. 
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nagar, Police Station Kuraoli, District 

Mainpuri. 

41. Debendra Nath, son of Shiva Charan, Kayasth of 

Bareilly. 

42. Raj Bahadur, 1 

2 43. Prabhu Dayal, 

44. Bhairon Singh, 

45. Tori Singh. 3 

The members of the society were given "society 

names" by which they were known to one another. Some of 

the conspirators had more than one society name. The rulep 

however, was not universally observed, e.g., Somdeo had no 

society name, although some of the members referred to him 

as Pahalwan because he had a healthy physique. 4 
Some of 

the society names were in fact more of the nature of nick 

names, e.g. 'Gattam• (a short, stout man) for Raja Ram and 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Abhay Pado Mukherji, dated June 10, 1919. 
Vol.13, p.49. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~~· Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Prabhu Dayal, dated April 10, 1919. Vol.3, 
p.1D2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113, 
Report by c. Sands, Superintendent of Police·on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated March 2, 1919, p.B1. 

lBi£., Letter from Superintendent of Police, 
Mainpuri, to the Deputy Inspector General of 
Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 191B,pp.201-2 
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'Thalthal' (which means flabby) for Sidh Gopal. 1 It was 

against the rules of the society to inquire the real name 

of any conspirator. This rule, however, was not strictly 

observed. 2 Some of the society names have been recorded 

3 
in the judgment of the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. 

The real name of the society was the •Matravedi 

Sansthau, i.e., society of those who are prepared to sacri-

4 fice themselves for their mother country. It was also 

known as the llGupta Sanstha" as the members were supposed 

to do their work in secrecy, unknown to the Government or 

5 to any one else for that matter, except its own members. 

The society had for its object to serve the 

mother country in order to remove her troubles, not to 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113, 
Letter from Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri 
to the Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
Range 1, dated December 3, 1918, pp.201-203. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, pp. 9-1 o. 

Ibid., p.1D. Please See Appendix II. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919. Vol.12, p.74. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 
1919. Vol.12, p.1. 
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beget children until they had secured independence of the 

country to rob the rich in order to provide funds for the 

purpose of collecting arms, for giving to the poor. 1 In a 

nutshell it was the intention of the members of the society 

to drive the English out of the country. The society's 

methods of work, also included the murder of those who 

2 stood in their way. 

t Thus the members committed political dacoities 

and robberies, disseminated sedition by means of inflamma-

tory literature and endeavoured generally to spread a 

revolutionary spirit throughout the country. The districts 

chiefly affected were Agra, Etawah, Mainpuri, Shahjahanpur 

and Lucknow, but signs of their activity and influence were 

apparent in farrukhabad, Kanpur, faizabad, Benaras, 

Bareilly, Badaun, Bijnor, Basti, Moradabad, Mathura, Etah, 

Sultanpur, Hardoi, Gonda, fatehpur, Allahabad and Mirzapur 

districts. 
3 

The society had a book of rules which was in 

Manuscript form. These rules covered 5 or 6 pages. It was 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Report by c. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919, 
p. 31 50 

Ibid. 

Ibid., dated March 2, 1919, p.395. 
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not a proper book, but only a paper folded to copy book 

. 1 
Sl.Ze. According to the rules the members were obliged 

not to put probing questions to other members of the 

society. The prohibition referred to such question as 

"where have you come from?", "~hy have you come?", "what 
- 2 

work are you going to do?tt, and 11 what is your nam e1". 

A member, who had taken part in some work of the 

society was not supposed to speak about it to another 

3 member, who had not taken part. But it was not against 

the rules of the society for a member to mention about the 

persons, who were to take part in a dacoity, to one who was 

helping in making the preparations for the dacoity, but 

4 never to another. However, the rule was sometimes 

observed and sometimes not. 5 

1 0 

2. 

3. (i) 

( ii) 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~ssions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919, Vol.12,p.112. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat .Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3, 
pp.tB-19. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, .§es sions Record, State- , 
ment of Somdeo, dated June 16, 1919, Vol.12,p.104. 

lbid.,Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 7, 
1919, Vol.12, p.32. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 
1919, Vol.12, p.23 • 

.!..E..!!!•, Statement of Somdeo, dated June 16, 1919, 
Vol.12, p.108. 
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There was only one set of rules for leaders and 

members. The leader in each district knew whatever the 

members of that district did as nothing could be done with-

out his orders about the leader of one district might not 

know what the leader of another district did unless he also 

took part in the particular work. 1 

As a rule a man was put on probation and test 

before the oath was administered to him; but it was at the 

discretion of the leaders to test him either before or 

after administering the vow. 2 Only 'pucca• members were 

t k d "t d•t• 3 
a en on aco1 y expe 1 1on s. 

The members ~,rJere to obey the leader or anybody 

deputed by him to take the lead in any particular duty. To 

disobey without good reason was considered to be an act of 

disloyalty. 4 It was not a tenet of the society that women 

were to be well treated, it was the poor who were to be well 

treated. 5 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, .§~sions Re.£.9..!£!., State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 16, 1919, Vol.12,p.10B. 

I bid • , p. 1 04 • 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 
1919, Vo1.12, p.22. 

I b id • , p • 2 3 • 

Ibid., p.3D. 
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The headquarters of the society were, wherever 

th 1 d h d t b 1 . . 1 e ea er appene o e 1v1ng. 

There were three grades of members:-

(1) old members, who had done some service to 

the society; 

(2) new members, who knew only those, who had 

initiated them or those with whom they had 

c o me in contact , bu t who d i d not know t h e 

others; 

( 3 ) th h d t . . b 2 ose w o were un er ra~n1ng as mern ers. 

The society used to hold meetings sometimes in a 

h au se P where the members c auld be alan e P or in the Boarding 

h h 1 t h . th ' 1 3 Th ouses. w en no one e se ~"as ere or 1n e JUng es. e 

following used to be the subjects of discussions: 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

(a) 

(b) 

who did good work? 

who did not do good work? 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.11D. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3,p.2D. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.3. 



(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

~8 \. • .1 

where to commit a dacoity? 

what punishment to be awarded for 

faults on the part of the members? 

where to send for men from outside? and 

what new members should be admitted. 1 

The members took vow to free their country from 

the foreign yoke and to render absolute obedience to the 

2 orders of the society 'on pain of death'. There was a 

3 
form of oath which they were required to sign. Given 

below is an exact translation of that oath: 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

"Bande Mataram, 

Shrimanji, I bo1:J to you, 

Today I enlist myself as a member of the "gupta 

sanstha"o By the omnipotent and omnipresent God, 

I do hereby, promise that I will never be a 

traitor to the cause of the society. By the 

name of the Mother Bharat, I declare that I will 

free her from the yoke of foreigners and thus 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3,p.20. 

~Political Proceedings, April 1919, Nos.148-
152. Weekly Report of the Director, Central 
Intelligence, dated March 10, 1919, p.B. 

Please See Appendix III. 



become a true and dutiful son. I will not turn 

back from the service of the country till I die. 

I will always be ready to sacrifice my body, mind 

and property (tan, man, dhan) for the sake of the 

motherland. I am a true son of the mother and I 

will never cause any obstruction in the work of 

the society. The sun might forego his heat and 

moon her coolness, however difficult troubles 

might confront me, I shall never turn back from 

the call of duty, and if need be, shall not care 

for family tieso I swear by the mother that I 

~rJill not fail to carry out the orders of the 

society, and in case of my failure the society 

will have the right to pass the death penalty 

upon me. 

1 Name, date, full address." 

In the words of Dalpat Singh: "We considered that 

the Government was oppressing us and treating us badly by 

over taxing us, not allowing arms to be carried or factories 

opened without a licence and many other things and keeping 

the highest posts for themselves. We wanted to turn the 

1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II, 
Vol.11, p.4. 



British out by any means, good or badn 1 •••••• "We wanted to 

obtain the upper hand and rule over them as they rule over 

us no~rJ, and they should be our subjects. If the English 

wish tonremain they should do so on the same footing as 

Indian subjects11 •
2 

There were four following branches of activities 

of the society: 
3 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

1 0 Sainik Vibhag, 

2. Sahitya Prachar, 

3. Gupta Charya, 

4o Shilpka ri. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Recor£, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.9. 

I b i d • , d at ed J u n e 6 , 1 91 9 , V o 1. 1 2 , p o 31 • 

/ 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, 
Vol.12, p.74. 
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APPENDIX - I 

Genda Lal Dixit 

Genda Lal Dixit, the acknowledged leader of the 

'Matravedi Sanstha' was born in village Batesar in the 

Agra district on November 20, 1888. 1 His father, 

Bholanath Dixit, was a school teacher at Auraiya with a 

scanty income. Due to the meagre income of his family, 

Genda Lal was unable to pursue his academic career beyond 

the 'Entrance'. Therefore, he took up teaching and became 

a teacher in the D.A.V. School at Auraiya. G end a Lal grew 

into a young man greatly influenced by the revolutionary 

storm that was blowing all over the .country. His Arya 

1 samaji faith further strengthened his patriotic fervour. 

We get an insight into Genda lal's early revolu-

tionary activities by the statement in Court, of Prabhu 

Dayal during the proceedings of the Mainpuri Conspiracy 

Case in the year 1919. Prabhu Dayal came into contact with 

Genda Lal towards the end of the year, 1914. Genda Lal was 

at that time Head Master at the D.A.V. School, Auraiya, 

while Prabhu Dayal was studying in the sanskrit Pathshala, 

1 0 ( i ) 

(ii) 

Sen, S.P. (Ed.), Dictionary of National 
Biography,.Vol.I, p.466. 

Gupta, Manmath Nath, Bhartiya Krantikari 
Andolan Ka Itihas, p.111. 



Auraiya. Genda Lal used to go to the Sansk~it Pathshala 

to learn Sanskirt where he met Prabhu Dayal and started 

preaching his revolutionary ideas to him. Genda Lal was 

greatly interested in the teachings of the Gita and used 

to study the Gita with Prabhu Dayal. He also started 

initiating Prabhu Dayal into the revolutionary cult by 

giving him some other books, like 'Napolean Bonaparte•, 

'Prince Bismarck', • swadhinta•, which \vas a translation of 

J.S.Mill's'liberty•. Genda Lal felt that one should take 

lessons from these books. Regarding the British Power, he 

felt that in the world war that was going on it was very 

probable that the British would be defeated which would be 

the signal for an uprising in India to dethrone them, and 

it was for them to be prepared for such an eventuality. In 

other words they should collect arms and know how to use 

them. He also said that one who did no service to his 

motherland in such a crisis and did not release her from 

the clutches of the British Rule, had no drop of Hindu 

blood in him., However, it was no easy task to procure 

arms and learn how to use them. At this time Genda Lal met 

Lakshmananand Bramhachari. 

lakshmananand had committed a number of 

dacoities in the British 'Raj' being a constant source of 

embarrassment for the British who had tried time and again 

to round the gang up but with no success. Lakshmananand 
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and his gang would hide in the wilderness of the Chambal 

Valley where it was difficult to hunt them down. The 

British Government had even asked for the assistance in 

capturing the gang from the Gwalior State. 1 

Brahmachari promised to help Genda Lal and teach 

him and his men the use of firearms for which they had to 

go to him. Prabhu Dayal agreed to go there earlier while 

Genda Lal was to follow 2-3 days later. Following the 

directions given by Genda Lal, Prabhu Dayal took a train 

to Shikohabad and thence to Batesar. From there he went 

along the banks of the Jamuna for about 2 miles till he 

reached a village 'Bijkauli' near which were some tamarind 

trees. Here lived a SSdhu, who was to send Prabhu Dayal 

to Lakshmananand. The 5adhu first took him to Jarar, to a 

temple where he discovered that Lakshmananand had gone to 

Garh in the Gwalior State. They then followed him to Garh, 

to one Kabir Singh Thakur's house, where Lak shmananand 

used to put up. The Brahmachari was expected back in 3-4 

days. The Sadhu returned after leaving Prabhu Dayal there. 

On the third day of Prabhu Dayal's stay there Genda Lal 

arrived and the next evening the Brahmachari also arrived 

and told Genda Lal that he had arranged for them to learn 

1 • Bismil, Ram Prasad, Autobiography, p.ss. 
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the use of fire arms from two sons of a zamindar in a 

village nearby. They were required to show them a blank 

p ieee of paper, a kind of code which would signify that 

they had been sent by Lakshmananand. When Genda Lal and 

Prabhu Dayal contacted the two boys they sa:id that although 

they had agreed to do the task under pressure from the 

Bramhachari, they would actually be unable to do so as they 

were under obligation to the Gwalior 'Durbar• from where 

they had received a 'Jagir' in return for which they had 

t o ro u n d up a 11 • bad m a s h e s 1 • 

Genda Lal and Prabhu Dayal went away greatly 

disappointed II'Jith Lak shmananand and decided to make some 

other arrangements. They boarded the train at Aithar and 

reached Lashkar. From Lashkar they drove to Morar in a 

Tonga. Genda Lal•s in-laws lived in Morar. He contacted 

his brother-in-law and asked him for help. But his 

brother-in-law expressed his inability to do so, and also 

discouraged him from following such ideas. Still Genda Lal 

was not beaten. He did not give up trying and t'llent to 

village Para in the Bhind Police Circle, Gwalior. In Para 

Genda Lal met his uncle, Lallu, who agreed to teach them 

the use of arms. Genda Lal and Prabhu Dayal remained 

there for 7 or 8 days practising shooting. Lallu then 

took them to Bhind where Genda Lal bought a S.B.Gun with an 

octagonal barrel for Rs.12/- and two •seers• of potash. 
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Then they went to Lashkar from where Genda Lal bought some 

gun-powder, a box of caps and shot. They returned to Para 

and Genda Lal arranged for Prabhu Dayal to carry the gun 

and ammunition to Kanpur. He dismounted the gun, i.e., 

separated the barrel from the Stock and concealed them in 

a pillow. On returning Genda Lal was turned out of the 

D.A.V. School and he then opened a school of his own. 

In November, 1915, Genda Lal persuaded Prabhu 

Dayal to accompany him and another boy Badri Singh to 

Calcutta where Genda Lal wanted to try and get in touch 

with some Bengali sanstha and learn how to make bombs. They 

put up in a Dharamshala at Bara Bazar in Calcutta and 

wandered about for three days but failed to establish 

connection vdth any Sanstha. Genda Lal then proposed to 

go to Japan and America and take employment in an arms and 

ammunition factory and thus learn how to make arms. This 

plan fell through due to lack of sufficient finances. 

Prabhu Dayal returned home. 

After that Genda Lal even visited Bombay some 

time in 1916. It was during this period that Genda Lal 

must have got in touch with the 1 Matravedi Sanstha 1 , and 

was accepted as its leader. He organised the work of the 

society until his arrest in February, 1918. He was 

arrested with Brahmachari's gang when he had gone to induce 

him to become a member of the Matravedi Sanstha. On that 
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occasion Brahmachari was starting out on a dacoity 

•expedition•. The destination being quite far, it was 

necessary camp on the way. Unfortunately one of their men 

had been won over by the Pol~e and agreed to betray his 

friends. Thus, while the men were camping, this man 

offered to arrange for some food for the party. He went 

over to a relative of his who lived nearby and came back 

with food which had been poisoned. On tasting the food, 

Brahmachari immediately realised that it was poiso~ed. Just 

then the •traitor• started moving away from the place on 

the pretext of getting water. Brahmachari was then 

convinced of his guilt and fired at him. The sound of the 

shot served as a signal for the police party hiding nearby, 

to begin firing. 

In the encounter that followed, according to 

Shaukatullah Khan, Superintendent of Police of Gwalior 

State, who was leading the police party, B men were killed, 

one escaped and 16 were captured. Genda Lal and 

Lakshmananand (commonly known as Brahmachari & Baba) were 

1 
wounded. The arrested men were imprisoned in the 

1. Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. state
ment of Shaukatullah Khan, Superintendent of 
Police, Gwalior State~ dated May 3, 1919, Vol.3, 
p.294. 
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Gwalior Fort. When the members of the 'Matravedi Sanstha' 

heard about the arrest of Genda Lal, some of them, includ-

ing Ram Prasad, went to see him at the Gwalior Fort and 

then through a letter which Genda Lal Dixit passed on to 

1 them, they came to know the whole story of the arrest. 

These young men tried to arrange for their leader's escape 

but were not successful. 

\rJith the starting of the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case 

in Mainpuri, Genda Lal was transferred from Gwalior to 

Mainpuri. It is said that prison life in Gwalior Fort had 

so shattered the health of this daring revolutionary (he 

ha::l even contracted tuberculosis) that when he was being 

taken from the rail~vay station of Mainpuri to the jail, a 

distance of about a mile he had to sit down several times 

on the way. By then Genda lal was convinced that he would 

either be transported for life or die at the hands of the 

hangman. He, therefore, decided to escape somehow to be 

able to carry on his revolutionary 1110rk. Accordingly he 

told the Police that he would become an approver and tell 

them everything. Thus, he was accommodated with the 

approvers from where it was easy to escape. He escaped 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
1 0 ( i) 

(ii) 

Bismil, Ram Prasad, op.cit., p.S6. 

Prabha, Hindi Monthly magazine, dated Septem
ber 1 , 1 9 24 , p. 1 90. 
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taking with him another approver Ram Narain. 

Genda Lal along with Ram Narain reached Kota and 

took shelter in a room. One day, however, Ram Narain after 

locking the room from outside and taking all the money with 

him, went out and never came back. Genda Lal Dixit was 

trapped inside the room for three days before he managed 

to get out. He was a very sick man by then. Somehow he 

managed to reach Agra on foot and went to his home. But 

his troubles did not cease. None wished to give shelter 

to an absconding accused. The members of his family, who 

were being continually harassed by the Police, also felt 

that his presence was a threat to their safety. 

Genda Lal was intensely pained to see that his 

own family was contemplating informing the Police and 

left his house. Apparently he tried to make contact with 

his fellow conspirators but could not trace any one as they 

were all in hiding. He somehow managed to reach Delhi. His 

health was now completely broken. He took up the work of a 

water-server on the road-side to sustain himself. When he 

became very ill he sent for his wife. Genda Lal was 

admitted in a Government Hospital, where he breathed his 

1 
last, on December 21, 1920 9 unknown and unsung. His 

1 • Sen, S.P.(Ed.), Dictionary of National 
Biography, Vol.t, p.466. 
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strong will and spirit remained unbroken till the last. He 

told his wife that it was in the course of serving his 

country that he had come to this condition and if he died 

it would be in the course of his duty towards his country 
~(Jul.-

and hence hisjsould would be in peace. He consoled his 
A 

crying wife by telling her that she should feel honoured 

that her husband was dying in the service of his country. 

He also told her that his body will be destroyed but his 

soul would take birth in another body with renovated 

strength and would succeed in destroying the enemy. His 

last words to his wife were: 

1 • 

"I want to be born again and again on this 

sacred land and die for it every time. 111 

Sen , s. P. , op • cit • 
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.&f.I:ENDIX - II 

List of the Society Names of Some of the Members 

Name Society Nama 

Genda Lal Phul 

Deb Narain alias Chakhan Lal Bhagwandin, Har Prasad, Hari 

Sheo Krishna Mahendra & Seth 

Ganga Singh Ram Nath, Chiraiya 

Ram Prasad Gaya 

Madho Ram Brij Kishore & Master 

Pratap Singh 

G ov ind Singh 

Ram Narain 

Somdeo Sharma 

:Oalpat Singh 

Gopi Nath 

Dammi Lal 

Sidh Gopal 

Chandradhar 

Prabhak ar 

Raja Ram 

Sheo Charan Lal 

Fat eh Singh 

Makundi 

Mathura Prasad 

Petam, Ganesh and Nai 

Lak shman 

Ja gd ish 

Pahalwan 

Ramesh Chandra Datt 

Mahesh 

Ram Lal 

Thalthal 

Ganpat 

Ad it 

Gat tam 

Raghubir 

Bhud eo 

Bhangri, Bharatvir 

Mahabir. 1 

1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol. 11 , p. 1 0. 
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Sainik Vibhag or Military activities comprised 

the collection of arms 1 and learning how to make and use 

them, and distribution of the arms among the public to 

prepare an army of their own. 2 The money needed to get 

arms was obtained by committing dacoities.
3 Dacoities 

were committed on well to do persons. Under the military 

section, the society's men were also required to enlist in 

the regular army and to win over to their cause the Indian 

soldiers.
4 

Section - I: A g r a A rm s C a s e : 

In April, 1916 Dammi Lal and Deb Narain, under 

the directions of Genda Lal went to Gwalior in order to 

5 get arms from there. It may be noted that in Gwalior, 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case 9 Sessions Record,State
ment of Somdeo dated June 1'.2., 1 91 9, Vol. 12, p. 74. 

lbid., p.74. 

I bid. , p. 7 4. 

Mainpuri Conspirac~~' Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, State
ment of Prabhu Dayal dated April 11, 1919, Vo1.3, 
p .1 06. 
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th.ere was no Arms Act in force. 1 Genda Lal, who had good 

t . . G 1" 2 connec ~ons ~n wa ~or, purchased the arms in Lashkar, 

3 
which Dammi Lal and Deb Narain carried to Agra. However, 

they were caught while importing the arms from the Gwalior 

State into Agra.
4 

On April 26, 1916 5 at about 9 p.m. 

Dammi Lal and Deb Narain alighted from the train coming 

from Gwalior, at the Raja Ki Mandi Railway station Octroi 

outpost. They had with them a box and a bundle of bedding. 

Here, Karim-uddin, the Octroi peon of Agra stopped them to 

ask if they had anything liable to pay Octroi duty. The 

said no they didn't. One of them suggested that they give 

some money to the peon to avoid trouble, where-upon one of 

them went away to get some change. Meanwhile, the peon 

took away the other one, who had remained, to the outpost 

along with the box and begding. The man gave his name as 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Shukla, C., Mainpuri Janpad Ka Rajnaitik Itihas, 
p.66. 

Mainpuri Conspire~ Cas~, Police File No.113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, c. I.D., dated March 2, 1919, p.401. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas.§., Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, State
ment of Prabhu Dayal dated April 11, 1919, Vo1.3, 
p. 1 06. 

Mainpuri C~spiracy Case, Police File No.113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C. I.D., dated March 2, 1919, p.401. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Khan Bahadur S. Kazim Husain, City Ins
pector, Agra, dated June. 26, 1919, Vol.13, p.207. 
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Jai Narayan and the other's as Panna Lal. The 'moharrir' 
-

at the outpost asked him what was in the box. He said it 

contained ghee. When the 'moharrir' told him to open the 

box, he said the key was with his brother Panna Lal. After 

some time he went away on the pretext of fetching the key 

and did not return • 1 Thus Dammi Lal and Deb Narain aban-

d d th d d t f th . t t. 2 one e arms an manage o escape rom e s~ ua ~on. 

When the box and bedding were opened, the following articles 

3 
were recovered:-

1 • 

2. 

3. 

(i) A tin box of English gunpowder - 2 

tolas less than 1Y4 seer. 

(ii) A tin box of English gunpowder - 1o/2 

tolas less than 3/4 seer. 

(iii) Buck shot and one bullet in a cloth 

bundle, 1 tala less than 1-3/4 seer. 

(iv) Some gunpowder and a few shot in a 

cloth bundle, 3Y2 chittacks in weight. 

{ v) A red flask of English gunpowder, 2 

tolas less than 10 chittacks. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Karim-uddin, Octroi peon of Agra, dated 
June 21,.1919, Vol.13, p.162. 

Mainpuri Conspira~ Case, Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Prabhu.Dayal dated April 11, 1919, Vol.3,p.106. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Karim-uddin, Octroi peon of Agra dated 
June 21,.1919, .Vol.13, p.162. 
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(vi} A Kathar. 

(vii} 

(viii) 
' 

( ix) 

(X) 

S.B. Topidar gun with new stock with 6 

caps in a Chamber in the stock and ram 

1 
rod. 

2 
D.B. Gun. 

Some books were also recovered. They 

were; a Hindi book entitled "Bharat 

Vir Ratan Chitravali" published at the 

Bombay Bhusan Press, Muttra S. 1905 by 

Pt. Ram Chandra Veda Shastri, Aligarh, 

containing photos and histories of 

Maharana Pratap Singh, Chhatrapati 

Shivaji Maharaj, Guru Govind Singh, 

LakshmiBai, the Rani of Jhansi, Dada 

Bhai Naoroji, Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra 

Pal, Aurobindo Ghosh, Chidambran 

Pillay, Surendra Nath Banerji and Pt. 

Ajudhya Nath. 

A book in English - "Report of the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record,State
ment of Khan Bahadur s. Kazim Husain, City Ins
pector, Agra, dated June. 26, 1919, Vol.13, 
pp.207-2D8. 

Ibid., Statement of Karim-uddin, Octroi Peon of 
A g ra d at ed J u n e 21 , 1 91 9 , V o 1. 1 3 , p • 1 6 2 • 
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Trial of Tilak 1908" published at the 

Marhatta Akhbar, September 1908. It 

also contained a picture of Bal Ganga

dha r Tilak. 1 

This case of recovery of arms was investigated by 

Khan Bahadur S. Kazim Husain, City Inspector, Agra, who 

'challaned' Dammi Lal and Deb Narain. Deb Narain's address 

was traced to Mohalla Madya Katra, Hari Parbat Police 
. 2 

Circle, Agra, and he was arrested. 

The Inspector, during the course of his investiga-

tions, found out Deb Narain's other name Chakhan Lal and 

also a third 
3 

name 'Rakshas'. The Agra District Authori-

ties next requested Mr. C. E.\~. Sands, who was in charge of 

the Special Branch of the C.I.D. from July 1906 to November 

1917, to come to Agra and look into the case. vJh en Mr. Sands 

reqched Agra in May 1916, he found Deb Narain under arrest 

in connection with the Arms Act Case. It was here, in 

connection with the Arms Act Case that Sands first heard 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~~, ~~sions Record, 
Stat~ment of Khan Bahadur s. Kazim Husain, City 
Inspector, Agra, dated June 26, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.208. 

Ibid., p.207. 

Ibid., p.2D8. 
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the name of Genda Lal. 1 Investigations disclosed that 

Dammi Lal and Deb Narain were helped to import arms by 

Genda Lal, who had connections in Gwalior. 2 Mr. Sands 

deputed Inspector Jagannath of the C. I.D. to make inquiries 

in Gwalior about Genda Lal in connection with the Agra 

3 Arms Act Cas e. In connection with this inquiry Sands 

also learnt the name of Prabhu Dayal of Auraiya, an 

associate of Genda Lal. 4 

Inspector Jagannath went to Gwalior but could 

not find Genda Lal. He even searched his house at Mai in 

5 P.S. Bah, District Agra, but did not meet with any success. 

1 0 

2. 

Even though the connection of Dammi Lal and Deb 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.282. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No. 113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated March 2, 1919,p.401. 

3. ( i) Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions~ord, State 
ment of C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.282. 

4. 

5. 

(ii) Ibid., Statement of Inspector Jagannath of C.I.D. 
dated July 1, 1 919, Vol.13, p. 228. 

Ibid., Statement of C.E.ItJ. Sands, Superintendent 
of Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 
1919, Vol.13, p.282 •. 

Ibid., Statement of Inspector Jagannath of C.I.D. 
dated July 1, 1919, Vol.13, p.23D. 
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Narain with Gwalior was established as also their associa-

tion with Genda Lal, fortunately for them, the district 

police disregarded the assurance of the C.I.D., that this 

was a true case and one in which no effort should be 

spared to secure a conviction. The case eventually failed! 

Dammi Lal was discharged and the case against Deb Narain 
. 2 

was withdrawn. And because of the failure of this Agra 

Arms Act Case against Dammi Lal and Deb Narain, the 

inquiry regarding Genda Lal and Prabhu Dayal was also 

3 
dropped. 

Section - II: Dacoity in Nagla Jasrath: 

On November 11, 1917, the society committed an 

armed dacoity in the village of Nagla Jasrath in Mainpuri 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

1 0 

2. 

3 • 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No. 113, 
Report by c. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, C. I .D., dated January 3, 1 919, 
p.311. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty in the C.I.D., dated July 8,1919, 
Vol.13, p.306. 

Ibid., dated July 5, 1919, Vol.13, p.2B2. 
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district. 1 The dacoity was committed by a gang of about 

2 25 members, including Genda Lal, Dalpat Singh, Deb 

Narain, Madho Ram, Ram Narain, Pratap Singh, Sheo Krishna, 

Gopi Nath, Sidh Gopal, Prabhakar, Chandradhar and Dammi 

3 
Lal. The rest of the gang came t·rom Kanpur, Ag ra and 

Ajmer and two men from Alipur. 4 Genda Lal was the 

Commander-in-Chief in this dacoity. 5 

It was first decided that the dacoity would be 

committed on November 10, 1917, but as the boys failed to 

1 • ( i) 

( ii) 

2. 

3. ( i) 

(ii) 

4. 

5. 

Mainpuri Conspira~Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
pp.12-13. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No. 113, 
Mr. Sands' note on the Conspiracy Case dated 
February 19, 1919, p.365. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II. 
Vol.11, p.6. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 191 9, Vol.1 2, 
pp.12-13. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vo1.11, p.12. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, f21i~file No. 113, 
Copy of a demi-official letter from Superinten
dent of Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 
1918, p.205. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy ~' Proceedings in the 
Court of the District Magistrate, Mainpuri, 
Statement of Dalpat Singh dated March 29, 1919, 
Vol. 3 , p. 3 5. 

.~ 
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collect on that day, the work was postponed to November 11, 

1 91 7 • 0 n N o v em b e r 1 0 , 1 91 7 , at a b o u t 3 o r 3 • 3 0 p • m • P ra tap 

Singh went to Tindauli Upper Primary School, where Madho 

Ram (Master) was an assistant teacher, to call him for the 

work. Madho Ram asked the Head Master, Kalyan Mal for 

leave s·aying that he wanted to go home. The Head Master 

expressed surprise at Madho Ram's wish to leave the 

school at that time as he usually went by the evening 

train. l\1adho told him that he was leaving early as he had 

some business in Mainpuri first. vJhen Kalyan Mal asked 

him, who the man was, who had come to fetch him, Madho 

Ram told him that his name was Pratap Singh and he was an 

assistant teacher in Noner. Kalyan Mal gave him leave to 

go and Madho left the School at 4.15 p.m. As he was a bout 

to go, he asked one of the boys to fetch his "Mansukha", 

which was the name he had given to his stick. 1 

On the 11th morning, Dalpat Singh, Prabhakar, 

Ram Narain and Sidh Gopal collected in the latter's house 

from where Dalpat and Ram Narain were sent by Sidh Gopal 

to fetch an axe from one Darbari lal, a student in the 

1 Dth Class of the Government High School, Mainpuri. They 

returned with the axe by 11 a.m. and deposited the axe in 

1 0 Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Kalyan Mal, Head Master, dated June 25, 
1919, Vol.13, pp.193-194 • 

. ~-- -~.---~- --·- --- --~----- ... 
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Sidh Gopal's room. Sidh Gopal then instructed Dalpat, 

Prabhakar and Ram Narain to go and wait in a certain grove 

near the station where food would be sent to them. The 

three went there arriving a bout noon. Soon after they 

were, joined by Deb Narain, who came with two other boys. 

At about 1 p.m. Dammi Lal, Pratap Singh and Madho came 

with food. 1 They carne separately. Dammi Lal then told 

Dalpat, Prabhakar and Ram Narain to go and wait in the 

'Lohawala bag' until he came to call them. At about 5 p.m. 

Dammi Lal and Pratap Singh came from the direction of the 

Agra Darwaza through the fields and called them. t'-1adh o 

carne with two men of Alipur. Then they all proceeded to 

railway bringe over the canal at Karpari. It was the 

place where all the men were to assemble. They lrJere to 

commit a dacoity at a Mahajan's house in Nagla Jasrath. 

The house was some six miles from the Karpari bridge, on 

the outskirts of the village. Some men had pistols, some 

swords, some knives, some lathis, some daggers, etc. 2 

-----------------·------·----------------------

1 • 

2. 

!:1_~inpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. 
Statement of Dalpat, dated June 4, 1919, Vo1.12, 
p.1 2. 

"Genda Lal carried a 'bichua' and a 'katar'. 
Dalpat had a 'bichua', a big knife and a big 
knife and a stick. Sheo Krishna had a 'bichua', 
Gopi Nath had a pistol and a knife. Prabhakar, 
Dammi Lal and Ram Narain each had a knife." 
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Dalpat, Shea Krishnat Prabhakar and Dammi Lal 

wore police uniform coats, wax candles were taken to be 

used to obtain light and whistles for sounding the retreat 

1 if the villagers began to assemble. 

It was decided to effect an entrance by some of 

the men scaling the roof of a neighbouring house which was 

lower than the roof of the Mahajan 1 s house, and pulling up 

2 their confederates by means of a rope. The neighbouring 

house belonged to one Brahmajit, 3 a cultivator of Nagle 

4 Jasrath. Madho Ram sat on the lower wall and Genda Lal 

stood on his shoulders. With Genda Lal on his shoulders, 

Madho stood up and Genda Lal scrambled on to the roof of 

the Mahajan•s house. Genda lal then let down a rope to 

Madho, who did not manage to reach the roof, falling off 

after getting up half way. Next Ram Narain climbed up 

5 taking with him an axe, a sword and a spear. Thakuri, 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, ~dgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.12. 

Ibid., p.24. 

Mainpuri Conspira£Y Cas~, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Sub-Inspector Zorawar Singh dated June 
24, 1919, Vo1.13, p.1BB. 

Ibid., Statement of Brahmajit, cultivator of 
Nagla Jasrath dated June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.192 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.12. 
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the son of Hira Lal Mahajan, was sleeping in a 'Kotha' on 

the roof. One side of the door was open and one side 

closed. Thakuri happened to wake up and seeing two men 

1 near him pushed them out and shut the door. The men, 

both downstairs as well as upstairs, started calling out 

for the doors to be opened and the men with pistols, who 

had been stdtioned at various places begain firing them 

2 off. The men on the roof began striking on the door of 

Thakuri 1 s room with an axe and the chain got loose. 

Thakuri made an attempt to escape over the roof but they 

cut at him with a sword injuring him on the palm of the 

left hand, back of the third finger on the left hand, on 

the right wrist and on the head. Thakuri, however,managed 

to escape by opening a window in the parapet of the roof 

and jumping on to the neighbour's roof and fell down sense-

3 
less into Brahmajit 1 s yard. 

All this commotion upstairs awakened the occu-

pants of the house, who were downstairs. They were 

Musammat Gomti, Thakuri's sister-in-law and a barhai woman. 

-----------------------------------------
1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Thakuri dated June 25, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.191. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.12. 

Ibid., Statement of Thakuri dated June 25, 1919, 
VOI:"13, p.191. 
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Musammat Gomti was sleeping in her 'Barotha', when she was 

awakened by the noise of the men on the roof. She and the 

barhai woman made a rush for the door but when the barhai 

1 woman opened the door, the men caught them. They tried 

to get away by saying that they were 'barhai' women and 

had come to sleep there and that they did not belong to 

the house. Sheo Krishna, however, did not believe them 

and took both of them in to the house. Alongwi th Shea 

Krishna, Prabhakar, Dalpat and Darnmi Lal, all wearing 

police uniform coats entered the house. Ram Narain and 

Genda Lal came from upstairs while Gopi Nath remained at 
. 2 

the door. 

The men asked the women to shaw them where the 

valuables were? They made Musammat Gornti sit dotvn in the 

yard near a 1 nand 1 which was upside down. There were t~·JO 

yards in the house and there was a 'barotha' between them. 

There were two rooms in the outer yard. There were dung 

3 
cakes in one and cattle were tied in the other. Genda 

Lal shook her and asked her for the keys and threatened to 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

~ainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Musammat Gomti dated June 24, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.186. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.14. 

Ibid., Statement of Musammat Gomti dated June 
24:-1919, Vol.13, p.1B6. 
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beat her if she did not show them the keys. Musammat Gomti 

told them that the keys were in a niche. As she had said 

they found the keys in the niche and opened the lock of a 

room of the inne~ yard. Musammat Gomti told them falsely 

that there was some money underneath an earthen bin full 

1 
of 'sarson'. Dammi Lal, Ram Narai n and G enda Lal over-

turned the bin and dug the ground beneath with the 

1 Phaorah 1 they had brought but nothing was found. All 

this time Shea Krishna stood by the woman with a 'bichua' 

in his hand and. a candle. 2 By this time the villagers had 

collected in numbers and the men posted outside sounded 

their whistles. As all the men started to go .out Genda 

Lal took the gold stud of Musammat Gomti and also wounded 

her with the 'bichua' making her bleed profusely. Some 
. 3 

spots of blood even fell on Genda Lal•s clothes. 

1 0 ( i) 

( ii) 

2. 

3. 

When the people came into the house they found 

----------------------------·------------------------

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Musammat Gomti dated June 24, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.1B6. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.1l4. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.14. 

I bid. 
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Musammat Gomti senseless.
1 She had received injuries on 

the head, on the right shoulder and the palm of the right 

hand, and a slight injury on the left hand.~ She was 

3 
revived when the villagers poured water down her throat. 

After leaving the Mahajan's house, the men 

stopped at the canal railway bridge near Tindauli and 

enquiries were made if any man or article had been left 

behind and Madho said that his stick had been left behind. 

Certain other articles besides the stick of hill wood were 

also left behind. They were; a drinking vessel (kamandal), 

a thin rope, a thick rope, a 'katar', an axe, and a burnt 

torch and candles. An 'angochha' was also dropped on the 

way and Ram Narayan left his shoes by the side of ·the rail-

way line. One rope with the 'kamandal' which was carried 

by Deb Narain (Hari). One rope was the one which was used 

4 for climbing up. 

-------------------------------
1 0 ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, St~te
ment of Musammat Gomti dated June 24, 1919, Vol. 
13, p.1B6. 

l.lli•, Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.14. 

~., Statement of Sub-Inspector Zorawar Singh 
dated June 24, 1919, Vol.13, p.18Bo 

Ibid., Statement of Musammat Gomti dated June 24, 
1919, Vol.13, p.1B6. 

~., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 5, 
1 91 9 , Vol • 1 2 , p • 1 5 • 
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Apparently a pistol had also burst on the scene 

of the Nagla Jasrath dacoity and one person was injured. 1 

The first report of the dacoity was made at the 

'thana• on November 12, 1917 at 5 a.m. by Rahim, Chaukidar 
7 

in the presence of Zorawar Singh, Sub-Inspector-in-charge 

of Police Station, Ghiroro Zorawar Singh reached the scene 

at 7 aomo He found marks of axe blows on the door of a 

room on th roof, and saw some blood on the roof, by the 

window in the parapeto He saw both Thakuri and Musammat 

Gomti 11-1ho had received injuries and decided that the wounds 

had been inflicted by a sharp weapono He also found the 

2 rope hanging from the roof of the complainant's home into 

the maidan outside the house, Brahmajit 1 s house adjoining 

3 
Thakuri's house near that placeo He also detected signs 

of people having climbed up at that placeo He found some 

articles left behind by the dacoits of which he took 

possession. These were: a glass of Moradabad work with a 

brass handle and number 5 on the bottom with a cord 20 

cubits long of 1 san 1 made by kanjars; a hemp rope made by 

1 • 

2o 

3. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Dalpat Singh dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.1 5 ( This information was given to Dalpat by 
Shea Krishna a few days after the dacoity). 

Ibid., Statement of Sub-In spector Zorawar Singh 
dated June 24, 1919, Vol.1!3, p.188. 

Ibid., p.189. 
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kanjars 25 cubits long; wooden piece of a gun broken, with 

a brass socket attached, an iron rod, one span long; an 

iron gun hammer; leather strap with buckle; wax candle; a 

piece of cloth, a cubit long; a stick of hill wood with 

iron strips on each side and an iron ferrule. The 1 katar 1 

was found about a furlong away on the tracks of the 

. t 1 consp1ra ors. 

Zorawar Singh examined Musammat Gomti on November 

17, 1917 in the hospital and sre reported the loss of her 

nose stud, silver bangles, finger and toe rings, gold ear

rings, Rs.7 and some paise- Total value being Rs.31/8/-. 2 

The conspirators had remained in the house for 

3 
about Y2 hour. After the Nagla Jasrath dacoity, all the 

arms were locked up in a box. The clothes spotted with 

blood which Genda Lal had worn were also kept in the box as 

well as some old clothes to prevent the arms from rattling. 

Dalpat Singh deposited this box with his brother-in-law in 

Mainpuri telling him that it contained books and belonged 

to a boy, who had gone home and would fetch it later. The 

------------------·----------------------------------------------------------

1 • 

2o 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Rec~, State 
ment of Sub-Inspector Zorawar Singh dated June 
24,1919, Vo1.13, pp.188-189o 

Ibid., p.189. 

~·, Statement of Brahmajit, cultivator of 
Nagla Jasrlrth, dated' June 25, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.192. 
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box remained in Dalpat's brother-in-law's house for 15 

days after which Dalpat, Prabhakar, Sheo Krishna and 
it 

Chandradhar brought it and placedAin Liladhar's room in 

the ~1ission Boarding House. 1 The box of arms was finally 

kept with Thakur Gulab Singh. 2 

Zorawar Singh sent up a case against Madho Ram 

in connection with this dacoity. 3 Madho Ram's stick which 

was left in the scene of the dacoity was recognised and 

identified by Kalyan Mal, head-master of the Tindauli 

Upper Primary School. 4 It was alSJ identified by one 

* Lalta Prasad, Zamindar of Kurahar. Lalta Prasad came to 

know Madho Master, when he joined Tindauli School. Lalta 

Prasad was shown the stick two or three dayR after the 

dacoity and he recognisad it as belonging to Madho Ram. He 

even recalled the first time, when he saw it with Madho 

Ram at Kosma station. On that occasion he had remarked 

1 0 

3 0 

4. 

* 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State 
ment of Dalpa t Singh dated June 6, 1 91 9, Vol.1 2, 
p.2D • 

.l,.E.!£., dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, p.1B. 

Ibid., Statement of Sub-Inspector Zorawar Singh 
dated June 24, 1919, Vol.13, p.1B9. 

1~·• Statement of Kalyan Mal, Head Master, 
dated June 25, 1919,.Vol.13, pp.193-194. 

Kurahar is about 1 or 1Y2 miles from Tindauli 
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that Madho had a fine stick and it was such a pity that it 

was broken. Madho Ram had said that he had had it 

repaired by a 'lahar• of Khera, who had put on the iron 

strips. Lalta Prasad had admitted that the repairs had 

1 been very neatly done. Durga Prasad, Mukhtar-am of 

Thakur Prithi Singh 1 rais 1 of Tindauli also identified the 

stick as belonging to Madho Ram at the investigation of 

the Nagl.a Jasrath dacoity. Durga Prasad knew Madho Ram as 

his daughter's son Tilak Chand and his nephew's son Nand 

Kishore used to attend the Tindauli School, where he was 

assistant teacher. And Durga Prasad had seen the stick 19 

or 20 times in the hands of Madho. 2 

Madho Ram, however, absconded alongwith Pratap 

Singh, immediately after the dacoity and could not be 

traced by the police. 
3 

Right after the dacoity expedition, Madho Ram 

returned to the Tindauli School at 8 a.m. on Monday Novem-

ber 12,1919. Madho had got hurt in the leg and was 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Rec.2.!.f!, State 
ment of Lalta Prasad dated June 25, 1919, Vo1.13, 
p.195. 

Ibid., Statement of Durga Prasad, Mukhtar-am, 
dated July 4, 1919, Vo1.13, p.277. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919, 
p.313. 
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limping. His arrival was noticed by the head master, 

Kalyan Mal as also the limp. Madho explained by saying 

that he had sprained his foot in the night. The head 

Master also noticed that Madho's 'Mansukha' was not with 

him. That whole day Madho Ram did not report for work but 

lay and slept. And on November 13, 1919 without taking 

leave, he left by the 9 p.m. train and disappeared. 1 

Thus, when the Sub-Inspector, Ghiror, came to 

question, Kalyan Mal in the Diwali holidays soon after the 

dacoity and showed him the stick, saying it had been left 

on the scene of the dacoity, Kalyan Mal recognised it as 

Madho Ram's and immediately suspected that he had some 

concern in the dacoity. And he even mentioned Pratap 

Singh's visit on November 10, 1912, to the 1 thanadar•. 2 

Proceedings in the Nagla Jasrath Dacoity were 

3 
taken against Madho Ram under Section 512 C.P. C. Dammi 

Lal 9 s name was mentioned in the course of the investigation 

as a friend and associate of Madho Master. Vague suspicion 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Kalyan Mal, Head Master, dated June 25, 
1919, Vol.13, p.194. 

Ibid., p.194. 

Ibid., Statement of Mohd. Beshir Siddiqui, 
Deputy Collector, Mainpuri, dated July 2, 1919, 
Vol.13, 0.244. 
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also fell on Pratap Singh. 1 

Inspector Jagannath, C.I.D., was sent to Alipur 

Khera two or three weeks after the Nagla Jasrath dacoity. 

He was sent to assist the local police as this was 

believed to be a political dacoity, because of Madho Mas-

ter having taken part in it. He stopped at the house of 

B. Ganga Prasad, a Zamindar of that place. Although he 

visited Dammi Lal's father at Alipur Patti and also met 

Dammi Lal there, he did not question him about the Nagle 

Jasrath dacoity, nor did Inspector M. Bakar Alio But Ins-

pector Jagannath did go to Parhin to question Digbijai 

Singh about two boys who were said to have come to Tindauli 

and to have stayed with Digbijai Singh about two months 

before the Nagla Jasrath dacoity. Digbijai Singh, however, 

g~ve him no information. Inspector Jagannath stayed 8-10 

days in the Mainpuri district, investigating the Nagle 

Jasrath dacoity. 2 

While the search for Madho Ram was going on, a 

Sub-Inspector misunderstanding some orders, arrested a 

number of teachers in a vernacular school in Alipur, for 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Rai Man Singh Bahadur, Superintendent of 
P o 1 i c e , Main pur i , d a t ed J u n e 21 , 1 91 9 , Vo l. 1 3 ~ 
pp.15B-159. 

!Eid., Statement of Inspector Jagannath of C.I.D., 
d at ed J u 1 y 1 , 1 91 9 , Vo 1. 1 3 , p p • 2 3 4 - 2 3 5 • 
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which he was punished. The Inspector had ordered e search 

for the absconder Madho in the houses of these persons, but 
. rt 1 

the Sub-Inspector mistook~for an order for their arrest. 

On one occasion Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, the 

District Magistrate, Mainpuri, was informed that a Lahar, 

resident of Alipur Patti or Alipur Khera, who was in jail 

under Section 110 C.P.C. wished to make a statement about 

several dacoities including Nagla Jasrath and would give 

clues to several dacoities. He was consequently released 

but no dacoity could be traced through him, and he was sent 

back to jail. Inquiries were made into his statement by the 

police but led to nothing. 2 

Earlier in July 1917, one Nikson Singh of Etawah, 

who had been convicted in a Kanpur Dacoity Case, had made a 

statement before the commandant of the Military Police at 

Port Blair implicating certain men of dacoity generally and 

in particular had alleged that Genda Lal, a school master 

of Auraiya in the Etawah district made bombs and had a store 

of arms and bombs in a cellar of his house at Auraiya. 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Rai Man Singh Bahadur, Superintendent of 
Police, Mainpuri, dated June 21, 1919, ~ol.13, 
p.159. 

Ibid., Statement of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
DIStrict Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.262. 
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Enquiry was made by the Police •1 Inspector Jagannath, 

C.I.D., was sent to Auraiya in November, 1917 in this 

connection and he found out Lal Singh's and Makundi Bania's 

names in connection with the inquiry. No case was, however, 

started against themes a result of the inquiry. 2 

Two other names, that of Badri Singh end Sham 

Manohar of Auraiya also came up. However, nothing was 

discovered beyond the fact that Genda Lal was a "dakait" 

and that he had associates in Lal Singh, Badri Singh, 

Makundi Bania and Sham Manohar, all of whom were known to 

the police as "active criminals". 3 

* Section- III: Abortive Dacoity 1 Expedition' to Etawah: 

In the third week of January, 1918, a number of 

members assembled at Etawah with the object of looting the 

1 • 

3. 

* 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919, 
pp.311-31.3. 

Maineuri ConsEiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Inspector Jagannath of C.I.D., dated 
July 1, 1919, Vol.1.3, pp.235-236 •. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919,p.313. 

. . \Jol.11 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III,ApJA. 
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house of a 'Bania' in 1 the town. The men who assembled at 

Etawah for the purpose were Genda Lal, Somdea, Baij Nath, 

Mathura Prasad, Madho Master, Govind Singh, Pratap Singh, 

Makundi,· Gopi Nath, Chandradhar and Ram Nara~n. 2 

Somdeo had gone to Etawah to sell books where he 

met Genda lal at the Hindu High School Boarding House. 

Genda Lal asked him to send his servant home and stay back 

himself as there was some work on hand. It had already 

been decided to commit a dacoity at the bania's house. 

Genda lal sent Scm Dec with a letter to call Deb Narain. 

But Deb Narain could not came as his uncle had died. How-

ever, he gave Sam Deo fifty rupees and a revolver and also 

sent two boys with him to join in the dacoity, one of them 

named Baij Nath. At the Etawah station the three were met 

by Mathura Prasad, who took them first to a ruined fort and 

from there to his house. 
3 Madho Ram, Govind Singh and 

Pratap Singh, Makundi also reached Etawah for the same jab. 

A •sunar'(Jeweller) of Auraiya also came. Gopi Nath, 

Chandradhar and Ram Narain came from Mainpuri. Some of the 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II, 
Vol.11 , p. 6. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy case. Sessions Record I State
ment of Somdeo dated June 13, 1919, Val.12, p.9D. 
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party stayed in the Dharamshala, some at Mathura Prasad's 

bouse and some at tne house of one of Genda Lal's 

relatives. 1 Genda Lal knew the servant of the Mahajan,who 

was to be looted. This servant had promised to inform 

Genda Lal when his master was verifying his cash in the 

evening. However, he did not give reliable information as 

a result of which the idea of committing the dacoity was 

abandoned. Another thing which discouraged them was that 

the house of the Mahajan was right in the city and tahsil 

was too near, a fact which made the job a very risky and 

for which they were not enough in numbers. The boys from 

Mainpuri and Agra went home. The 'sunar' from Auraiya then 

suggested to Genda Lal that he should go to Auraiya and do 

a job there. 2 

* Section - IV: Abortive Dacoity 'Expedition' to Auraiya: 

Thus Genda Lal, along with Somdeo, Pratap Singh, 

Govind Singh and Madho Ram went to Auraiya 3 for the pur-

1 • 

2. 

* 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12, p.9t· 

~ainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judg~, Part II I, Vol.11 
p.1 2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Sorndeo dated June 13, 1919, Vol.f2, p.91. 
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pose of committing a daring dacoity the object being no 

less than the looting of the Auraiya Sub-treasury at which 

they had information that the cash balance was high. 1 Also 

included in the plans was the intercepting of a bania, who 

was expected to be coming from Phaphund station to Auraiya 

with large of 2 belonging to Messers Ralli a sum money, 

Bros, 
3 

January 20, 1 91 8. 
4 on 

from Mainpuri, Shea Krishna, who was apparently 

informed of the project ordered Dalpat Singh, Ram Narain 

and Prabhakar to go to Auraiya to participate in this work. 

He told them that there was a lot of money in the tahsil 

and the tahsildar being on tour it would be easy to loot 

tho treasury and also that arrangements were being made to 

rob some 'banias' coming from Cawnpore to Auraiya. 5 

1 0 

2. 

4. 

s. 

When Dalpat, Ram Narain and Prabhakar were 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Police file No.113, 
Mr. Sands' note on the Conspiracy Case dated 
February 19, 1919, p.365. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II, 
Vol.11, p.6. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo dated June 13, 1919, Vol:f2, p.91. 

Ibid., Statement of Budhu Ram, Gomashta of Sanehi 
Ram Johar Mal, grain dealers and Hundi discounters, 
dated June 26, 1919, Vol.13, p.2D4. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh dated June 5, 
1919, Vol.12, p.16. 
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starting from Mainpuri, Shea Krishna gave Prabhakar a 

bottle containing some chemical, which he said would make 

any person who smelt it, unconscious and told him that he 

could use it to drug the banias, who were to be robbed and 

also the driver and other passengers; so that they would 

not be able to raise an alarm or recognise anybody. He 

also gave a pistol and two knives to Dalpat. 1 The three 

then proceeded to Dibiapur (Phaphund) by train. They 

stayed the night at the Dharamshala there. In the morning 

they had gone some distance towards Auraiya, 2 about a 

.1 3 
m~ e, 4 when they met Somdeo, who was s up posed to be 

meeting them at the station, coming along in a 5 tonga. 

Early that morning, at 5.30 a.m., 6 Makundi had 

reached the huts of the ekka driver Nanbu, who had shifted 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~ssions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
pp.17-1 B. 

1..!2.!.9. • • p 0 1 6 • 

lEi£•• Statement of Barkat, ekka driver, dated 
June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.199. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 
1919, Vol.12, p.16. 

~., Statement of Somdeo dated June 13, 1919, 
Vol.12, p.91. 

~·• Statement of Barkat, ekka driver, dated 
June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.199. 
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out of town as there was a plague raging in Auraiya which 

lasted for 2-3 months. No other ekka drivers were there at 

the time, so Makundi had hired Nanhu's tonga for Rs.2/- to 

drive to Dibiapur station and back, the distance being 12 

miles each way. Nanhu had sent Barkat, another ekka driver 

to drive the tonga for Makundi. Makundi had stayed back 

and 1 Somdeo had gone to the station, 2 starting at 6 a.m~ 

When Somdeo met Dalpat, Ram Narain and Prabhakar 

on the way he took them up and continued on his way to the 

4 station, where he was to meet Deb Narain also. When the 

tonga reached Dibiapur station all the men went in. 5 They 

1 0 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

3. (i) 

(ii) 

4. 

5. 

~;1-.npuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
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Vol.13, pp.197-19Bo 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh,dated June 5, 
1919, Vol.12, p.16. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, .Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.2B. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
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Vol.13, pp.197-198. 

~., Statement of Barkat, ekka driver, dated 
June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.199. 
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remained at the station till 8 a.m. 
1 and after the mail 

had passed they came out. 2 Somdeo told the tonga driver 

to take the three men to Makundi's house while he himself 
.. 3 

stayed back to wait for Deb Narain. He told the driver 

that Makundi would pay his fare. The driver took them to 

Makundi's Brother's shop and Makundi's brother deputed a 

boy to show them the house. He took them to a house which 

was locked. The house was over 100 yards from the place 

where the tonga had stopped. The men remained outside the 

house. Shortly after Makundi arrived, paid Rs.2/- to the 

tonga driver and unlocked the house and took them in. The 

men found Genda Lal, Pratap Singh, Madho Ram, Govind Singh 

and two others already in the house.
4 

They remained in 

the house till 1 p.m. Makundi then took Dalpat Singh and 

Prabhakar to Lallu Singh's house, trJhere Lallu Singh saddled 

a mare for Dalpat and Prabhakar to take with them. They 

went to the place which Genda Lal had pointed out, about 

six miles from Auraiya. Genda Lal, Pratap Singh and Madho 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~, _§~ens Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
p .1 6. 

Ibid., Statement of Barkat, ekka driver, dated 
June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.199. 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, 
Vol. 1 2, p. 9 2. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 
1919, Vol.12, p.1 6. 
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Ram also reached there and giving Dalpat and Prabhakar a 

knife each told them to lie down in the jungle and come out 

when they heard the sound of a whistle. Ram Narain, Govind 

Singh had also reached the place. 1 

Meanwhile at Phaphund station, Deb Narain had not 

turned up but two others had come bringing a letter from 

him. Somdeo had sent the two men to Auraiyat 2 While he 

himself had remained at the station in order to get into 

the same ekka as the men, who brought the money, so that 

his confederates should know which ekka to hold up; but the 

3 
man with the money failed to turn up. 

The men lying in wait on the road between Auraiya 

and the station4 remained there till about 7 p.m. As no 

~vhistle had sounded by then and all ekkas had passed from 

the railway station, following the previous directions given 

-----------------------------------·----------------
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2. 

3. ( i) 

(ii} 

4. 
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Mainpuri Conspiracy~~ Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12,p.95. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Recor.Q., State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12, Po95. 



102 

by Genda lal, they came out on to the road to return to 

1 -
Auraiya. 

It was true that sanehi Ram Johar Mal, grain 

dealers and the largest Hundi brokers in Auraiya
2 

had 

sent their weighman Bishnath, to Kanpur, Tram where they 

got their cash, on January 19, 1918 with Hundis to the 

value OT Rs.14,000/- received Tram Ralli Bros. The man was 

to go Tram Auraiya to Phaphund in an ekka and from there by 

train. Similarly while coming back, he was to bring the 

cash from Phaphund to Auraiya in an ekka. It was the usual 

practice for the men to return with the cash from Kanpur on 

the very next day, even iT it was a sunday as January 20, 

1918 was; but occasionally, 
3 

the Kanpur firm of Hundi 

discounters, 4 Nihal Chand Baldeo Sahai, did not have 

enough cash in hand to cash the hundis on a Sunday, in 

which case the man had to wait till the next day. This is 

exactly what happened on this occasion. Thus the man, who 

was expected to return with Rs.14,000/- on Sunday, January 

1 • 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

3. 

4. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment OT Dalpat Si~gh, dated June 5, 1919,Vo1.12, 
p .1 7. 
rg.a:.g., Statement OT Budhu Ram, Gomashta of Sanehi 
Ram Johar Mal, grain. dealers and Hundi discounters, 
dated June 26, 1919, Vo1.13, p.204. 
Ma·inpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Judgm~, Part III.Vol. 
11, p.28. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Budhu Ram, Gomashta OT Sanehi Ram Johar 
Mal, grain dealers and Hundi discounters, dated 
June 26,1919, Vo1.13, p.204. 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III, 
Vo1.11, p.28. 
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1 
20, 1918, did so on the next day on January 21, 1918. 

The sub-Treasury Project was also given up owing 
. . . 2 

to the unexpected return of the tahsildar. 

On reaching Auraiya, Somdeo, Dalpat, Govind Singh, 

Madho Ram, Pratap Singh and Ram Narain spent the night at 
. . 3 

La 11 u Singh ' s h o us e. 4 Genda Lal also came there. Next 

morning, the boys from Mainpuri, Dalpat and Prabhakar 

returned to Mainpuri 9 Ram Narain, however, did not go with 

5 them, saying that he would not return empty handed. 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 
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Section - I : Robbery of a Sharraf at Auraiya: 

Next day, January 21 , 1 91 8, 
1 Genda Lal, Ram on 

Nara in, Madho Ram and P rat ap Singh 2 succeeded in robbing 

a 'sharraf' of a box containing ornaments,on his way to 

3 
his house. 

Janki Prasad and his son Mannu Lal were going 

4 
home from Mannu Lal 1 s shop at 5 or 5.30 in the 

. 5 
even1.ng. J k • p d . t• b t .. 6 

an~ rasa was carry1.ng a 1.n ox con a1.n1.ng 

gold and silver ornaments and Mannu Lal, who was following 

30 or 40 paces behind his father, ~'lias carrying a bag of 

silver with him. When Janki Prasad reached 'Chandi Goni's 

door' ~..thich was 40 or 50 paces from their house, the cons-

pirators came out of the 1 Tal~e-wala-gali 17 and asked 

him to hand over his box to them. When Janki Prasad 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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June 26, 1919, Vol.13, p.2D2. 

Ibid., Statement of Mannu Lal, Jeweller, dated 
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refused to do so they threatened him with a 'katar' and a 

pistol. Ultimately they knocked him down, snatched the 

box and ran away with it. 1 Some people were in their 

houses at that time, while others had left the town on 

account of plague. When Mannu Lal, who was a little 

behind, saw his father being robbed by the men, he ran 

away in the other direction as he had the bag of silver 

with him. The ornaments stolen were worth Rs.604/- and 

included a gold 1 tawiz 1 , silver 'karas 1 , 10 or 12 pairs 

of children's bangles of 1 rupa 1 silver. 2 Janki Prasad 

proceeded to the Thana but meeting the thanedar on the 

way only he told him that he had been robbed of his box. 

He saw the spot and took Janki Prasad to the thana, vJhere 

he wrote a report. He, however, did not mention the pistol 

and 1 katar 1 in the report because the Sub-Inspector, Asghar 

Ali, advised him not to do so as it would make the case a 

very serious 
3 

one. Mannu Lal made a list of the articles 

4 stolen and gave it to the Sub-Inspector. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
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1919, Vol.13, p.202. 

Ibid., Statement of Mannu Lal, Jeweller, dated 
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Ram Narain returned to Mainpuri by the evening 

train taking some silver ornaments with him, which he 

handed over to Shea Krishna, who gave them to Prabhakar. 

Then Shea Krishna along with Ram Narain, Prabhakar, Dalpat, 

Chandradhar and Gopi Nath tried to melt the ornaments at 

Gopi Nath's house. When they failed in their attempts, 

Shea Krishna took the ornaments on a bicycle to Thakur 

Gulab Singh at Kalhor to have them melted. He brought 

back some and gave them to Dalpat to take to Kuar Jagdamba 

Singh of Kiffini, who had them melted down in his house by 

a 1 sunar'. This was about a month after the Auraiya theft~ 

In February 1918, the Gwalior Police arrested 

Genda lal2 and thus the 'Mantravadi Sanstha' was deprived 

of the services of its leader and one of the most active 

members of this secret society. He was arrested with the 

gang of Baba Lakshmananand, a militant Sadhu, also known 

as 'Brahamachari', with whom Genda Lal had been working in 

1. Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
p .1 7. 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113, 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919, 
p.31 s. 

~., Mr. Sands' note on the Conspiracy Case, 
dated February 19,1919, p.377. 
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1 
association for some time past. This time Genda Lal had 

gone there to induce the Brahmachari to become a member of 

2 his party. On this occasion the Brahmachari's party was 
. - 3 

betrayed to the Police by a spy posing as a member. The 

gang had started out on their mission of committing a 

dacoity at Seth Gyanchandra's house in Sirsaganj.
4 

The 

destination being quite far, they decided to camp on the 

way. The spy offered to serve food to the party, which he 

poisoned. The minute Brahmachari tasted the food, he 

realised that it had been poisoned. The spy seeing that 

his plot was about to be discovered , tried to escape on 

pretext of getting water. This action of his was enough 

to convince the Brahmachari of his guilt. Brahmachari ji 

picked up his pistol and fired at him. The sound of the 

firing served as a signal for the police hiding nearby, to 

1 0 

2. 

3 0 

4. 
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In the encounter that followed, 19 men were 

arrested, including Genda Lal and Baba Lakshmananand. 2 

With the arrest of Genda Lal Dixit, the leader

ship of the 1 Matravadi Sanstha' was assumed by Deb Narain. 3 

The members of the 'Matravadi Sanstha' tried to arrange 

for Genda Lal Dixit's escape from the Gw~·lior Fort. The 
- 4 

attempt, however, proved abortive. 

* Section - II; Abortive Dacoitv 'Expedition' to Sonda Khera: 

In the third week of June 1918, arrangements were 

made to commit a dacoity in the village Sonda Khera in the 

Shahjahanpur district. 5 The intended victim was Chura 

1 0 ( i) Bismil, Ram Prasad, Atmakatha, PPo55-56. 
-

(ii) Gupta, Manmathnath, Bhartiva Krantikari Andolan 

2o 

3. 

4. 

* 

5 
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Singh the 1 mukhiya• (Headman) of the village.
1 

First of all Pratap Singh, Govind Singh, Somdeo, 

Madho Master and Fateh Singh assembled in a Aouse in Kheru-

gan j Mohalla in Shahjahanpur. 

Pratap Singh and Govind Singh had gone to Somdeo 

at Lucknow to fetch him at the bidding of Ganga Singh 2 who 

had stayed in Lucknow with Somdeo for some time having left 

in March 1918. When leaving Ganga Singh had left a trunk 

~nd a bundle of books with Mata Din, his class fellow, who 

lived at the Brahmo Samaj, Lucknow. There were some things 

belonging to Deb Narain and some books belonging to Ganga 

Singh as well as some books belonging to the 'Sanstha 1 and 

also some arms in the trunk. These things Somdeo was 

requested by Prqtap Singh and Govind Singh to take along. 

So Somdeo took the trunk and the two bundles of books, one 

of which contained Ganga Singh's class books and the other 

copies of the book "America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili", from 

the Brahmo Samaj and depositing the class books with 

1 • ( i) 

( ii) 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Musammat Zahuran, dated June 23-;-1919, 
Vol.13, p.178. 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, 
v"'1.12, p.93. 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, 
'V'O'f':'1 2, p. 92. 
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Sudeshwar Nath Baid, took the trunk and the bundle of 

1 Swadhinta 1 to Shahjahanpur. 1 

Three or four days later, Deb Narain arrived with 

three or four other men and put up in another house. Then 

one day Ganga Singh came and informed Madho Ram that all 

were to assemble that night at 9 p.m. at Ram Prasad's 

2 house. The men who took part in the expedition numbered 

d • t 3 aroun sJ.x een. They included Deb Narain, Somdeo, Ganga 

Singh, Pratap Singh, Ramadhin, Ram Prasad, fateh Singh, 

Raja Ram, Kali Charan, Shea Charan Lal {Raghubir), Gopal, 
. 4 

Govind Singh, Madho Master and three others. 

The men wera armed with two revolvers, a pistol, 

a d.b. break loading gun, three-four knives, three four 

lathis, a sword, t~rJO other guns and a spade, these having 

been distributed amongst them by Deb Narain. 5 As planned, 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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all the men had assembled at Ram Prasad's house at 9 a.m. 

That night some had stayed in Ram Prasad's house while 

others at the Arya Samaj. At about 4 a.m. they all started 

along the Nigohi Road. Some went on foot and others 

followed by train. The pedestrians having reached first 

lay down in a grove near Nigohi, about 1Y2 or 2 miles from 

the station, to wait for the men who were coming by train. 

When the rail party arrived, all of them assembled in a 

dark jungle near the grove. 
1 

from there they proceeded to 

Sanda Khera, reaching at about 11 p.m. On reaching the 

house of the 'Mukhiya' they entered the 'Choupal'. The 

door of the 'Choupal 1 was made of bamboo, there was a new 

well being made at the door and there was a 'neem' tree at 

the door. There was a 'darzi's' house adjoining the 

'mukhiya' s', where there was a marriage on. The plan v1as 

to enter the'mukhiya's' house through a broken part in a 

wall of the house. However, it became impossible to follow 

this plan as the marriage party in the 'darzi's' house was 

staying on the very side where the broken wall lrJa So 
2 There 

now followed a violent altercation between Ram Prasad and 

Pratap Singh, as to which way they should effect an entry 

into the house. Pratap Singh wanted to enter by the door 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Re££Ed, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12,p.92 

Ibid., p.93. 

(\ 
I \ 

I 
I 

' 



~-
' 

112 

and Ram Prasad wanted the men to climb over the wall. This 

altercation gave the alarm to the villagers. So all the 

men were obliged to leave. 1 While they were leaving they 

happened to pass the house of an old Fakir woman; Zahuran, 

which was separated from the 'Mukhiya's' house by a lane. 

When Zahuran saw the men she began crying out 11 Thieves, 

thieves, they are killing me". 2 Ram Prasad promptly 

showed her a gun and threatened to kill her if she cried 

out. At this juncture, the old woman's son, intervened and 
. 3 

pleaded with Ram Prasad to spare his mother, giving him 

assurance that ithey had not recognized any of the men. He 

succeeded in pacifying Ram Prasad and the men retired from 

4 the scene, without having accomplished their purpose. 5 

As before some went back on foot and some by 

train. The arms were all given up. The men, however, 

1 • 
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4. 
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remained assembled at Shahjahanpur. 1 

Zahuran reported the events of the night next 

morning. The Police came to the village and asked the 

villagers to give evidence, which they did not. As a 

2 matter of fact they denied the affair completely. 

Section - III: Dacoity in Village Pareli: 

A few days laterp another expedition was planned 

from Shahjahanpur to village Pareli in the Hardoi district.3 

All the men at Shahjahanpur were ordered by Ganga Singh to 

assemble at 11 p.m. at a wooden bridge. The men arrived 

there in groups. At about 1 p.m. Ganga Singh came and told 

them to go along the Shahabad Road. The men went along in 

twos and threes on foot except for Ram Prasad who was in a 

bullock cart which was carrying arms, and Fateh Singh, who 

was driving the cart. The men assembled a little on the 

Shahjahanpur side of Shahabad. The party consisted of Ram 

Prasad, Ganga Singh, Somdeo, Fateh Singh, Govind Singh,Sheo 

Charan Lal, Ramadhin, Madho Ram, Pratap Singh, Raja Ram, 
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Gopal and two men who came with Gopal, one of them called 

Bahadur, and another man of the neighbourhood. 1 Deb Narain 

did not take part in this expedition as he was lying ill in 

Shahjahanpur, suffering from boils, and was being treated 

by Dr. Ram Sahay Jauhari. 2 

The party stopped at a well near a grass jungle 

and took their food after which Ram Prasad distributed the 

arms amongst them. He then gave them a lecture informing 

them that the house which was to be looted belonged to two 

widows, who were extremely wealthy. He assured the men 

that there was no need to be frightened - the work was to 

be done for their mother country - for her they must get 

the money from the widows. Having thus encouraged the men, 

Ram Prasad deputed them to various tasks. Ramadhin was to 

stay wit~ the cart and if questio~dby anyone he would say 

that the axle had broken. The rest proceeded for the 

dacoity. Before starting, Ganga Singh put a mark of 'dahi' 

(curd} on Ram Prasad's forehead to bring good luck. The 

men, however, failed to reach the house of their intended 

victim that day as they lost their way. Pratap Singh and a 

------------·----------------------------------------------
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2. 
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local man were leading the way, but they got confused. And 

after going some 8 miles looking for the house, they 

returned to the place l.'llhere the cart was parked. It was 

decided to find out the proper way and make another attempt 

1 next day. 

Next day, on June 23, 1918, 2 the men scattered 

about in the day time, agreeing to meet at a certain cul-

vert. Later, however, a different place was appointed. In 

the evening all the men assemb~ed at the appointed place 

except for Ramadhin and Shea Charan Lal, who lost their way. 

The men proceeded from there to the Pali road, where they 

found the cart by a well. The arms were taken out and 

Madho Ram and Somdeo were ordered to take the cart to a 

1 serai' and then look for Ramadhin and Shea Charan. 3 

All the men, who went for the dacoity tied a 

cloth around their faces and one or two even wore false 

4 moustaches. They reached the house of the intended vic-

tim, Rup Kuar, daughter of Badri Brahman, Zemindar of 
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Pareli, by midnight. At that time Rup Kuar was lying in 

her yard, a Brahmin maid servant, Laraiti, was with her, 

Rup Kuar•s daughter-in-law, who was also a widow as Rup 

Kuar 1 s son was dead, and two daughters of her sister-in-
. -
law (late husband's sister) were also there. Rup Kuar 

happened to see two of the men on the roof. She immediately 

called out for her servant Ram Ratan, and instructed every-

one to run for safety, as dacoits had entered the house. 

Rup Kuar and Laraiti ran towards the 1 barotha 1 , while the 

daughter-in-law along with the other two gir~s ran into a 

1 kotha 1 nearby. The men on the roof started firing, and 

a stray bullet struck Laraiti as she was running, and she 

fell on the threshold of the 1 barotha', dying on the spot. 

After this one of the men jumped down from the tin roof 

into the yard and opened the door of the stairs (stair 

case), through which six other men entered the house. They 

dragged Rup Kuar out of the 'barotha' into the yard and 

asked her to give them her jewellery and show them where 

all the cash vJas kept. She tried to get away by saying 

that the men had already killed the owner of the house, 

what could she show them? The men then resorted to torture 

to make her give up her wealth. They pricked her twice wi tl 

a knife at the back of the shoulder and asked her once 

again to show where the cash and jewellery was or else the: 

would kill her. They lighted a torch and burnt her fingex 

Rup Kuar then took out her keys and threw them to the men. 

telling them that her son was dead and she had nothing lE 
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She would show them whatever she had. 

She told them that the money was buried in three 

'kotharies'. The men took her ornaments from her box and 

dug up the money in the three places. Af·t er taking the 

money and the ornaments they asked Rup Kuar to give up her 

1 gunj' (gold necklace), which she said her 'mukhtar' had 
. 1 . 

taken. 

Meanwhile, the villagers had been alerted. Puttu 

Lal, a Zemindar of Pareli whose house was about 150 paces 

from Rup Kuar's, heard the bullet shots and along with 

other villagers ran up, climbing on to another house and 

began throwing bricks at the conspirators from the roof of 

the 'Thakurdwara' some five or six paces from Rup Kuar's 

house. The conspirators retaliated by opening fir~ 9 2 in 

which Puttu Lal got a bullet through his left shoulder and 

3 Chaube, another villager, through his right leg. 

The conspirators now retreated, blowing whistles,4 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
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but not before Ram Prasad and Bahadur had been injured by 

the bricks on their. foreheads. 1 

While all this was going on, Rup Kuar had fainted~ 

Ram Sewak, the Sub-Inspector-in-charge of Police Station, 

Pali, (Pareli was in the Pali Circle) was informed of the 

dacoity and he reached the house at 9 He found 

Laraiti dead and Rup Kuar with her right shoulder injured 

and her 3rd finger of the right hand burnt. He took her 

statement and also took possession of certain articles 

which the conspirators had left behind. They were; a 

scabbard of a dagger with a silver tip; a brass rifle 

cartridge marked W.R.A.Co. 3872 ltJ.CoE.; 21/2 inches long 

six small cartridges marked E.L. Y., E. X.L.; No.3 DO 1 Y" long 

two lead shots; the fore-end of a gun number 3479 appa-

rently part of a breech loading gun; a Lucknow embroidered 

topi, the border of which was stained with blood; a red 

leather shoe of left foot; an iron chisel; a'Kulhari' 

with bamboo shaft; an iron hammer; a false black mous-

tache with wire attachments, found on the road outside the 
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house. 1 Ram Charan, 'mukhtar-am' of Rup Kuar wrote out a 

list of the property stolen by the conspirators at the dic

tation of Rup Kuar and her daughter-in-law, 2 which was 

3 
given to the Sub-Inspector on June 29, 1918. The conspi-

raters had made away with property worth about 

4 
Rs. 1 0, 000/-. 

~-Jh en the conspirators returned, P rata p Singh went 

to Somdeo and asked him to bring the cart. Somdeo took the 

cart on to the Shahabad road, where he met Ram Prasad, who 

was injured on the forehead and whose clothes were soptted 

with blood. Ram Prasad told Somdeo that Bahadur was more 

badly hurt and was lying further on, and he was to go and 

fetch him. Then came Ganga Singh with his pocket full of 

ornaments, and gave orders that the men could all go, 

either by road or by train. Somdeo and Gopal went to Shah-

Jahanpur by train, and were given Rs.3/- by Ganga Singh. 
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From Shahjahanpur Ganga Singh persuaded Bahadur to go to 

his house and gave him his fare. 1 Ram Prasad got his 

2 wound attended by Dr. Ram Sahay Jauhari. Ram Prasad 

explained the wound as having been caused by a kick from a 

bullock.
3 

* Section - IV: Abortive Dacoitv 'Expedition' to Powayan: 

On September 29, a dacoity expedition was made 

f Sh h . h . t th p 1 . . 1 4 rom a Ja anpur 1n o e owayan po 1ce c1rc e. Twenty 

members assembled in Shahjahanpur with the intention of 

5 committing a dacoity at village Sonara in P.S. Powayan. 

However, when they reached the place on the 29th they found 

that a dacoity had al~eady been committed there by some 

other people just two nights before and there was a police 

party stationed at the spot. Thus the project had to be 
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On September 30, 1918, while returning to Shah-

jahanpur with parts of the arms and equipment that were to 

have been used at the dacoity, 2 two of the conspirators 

entered one of the camel carts, which were going from 

Powayan to Shahjahanpur, at Dhakia.
3 One of them was Deb 

. 4 
Narain. There were two other passengers in the Camel 

Cart, a chaukidar of P.S. Khutar and a Kunja boy from 

P owayan. The cart reached the Jalalnagar Octroi Outpost in 

Shahjahanpur Municipality at about 7 a.m. The camel carts 

from Powayan side usually arrived at 5 or 5.30 aomo at the 

. 5 
outpost. But on this occasion they were delayed because 

they had to wait for a row of bullock carts to cross the 

Sodhauli bridge. 6 The cart in which the two conspirators 

were sitting was the leading cart and when it came in front 

of the outpost and stopped, the octroi 'muharrir', Salamat-
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Ullah Khan, inquired of the passengers, if they had any 

dutiable items to declare. All the four men said they had 

none. The 'muharrir', however, was not satisfied and 

entered the cart. He saw the two conspirators who were 

seated facing one another. They had a red cloth bag bet-

ween them and underneath it a long bundle wrapped up in a 

paper. One of the two men was carrying another bundle tied 

up in a 1 langot 1 • The 'muharrir' asked them what was in 

the paper bundle. They replied there were two wooden 

bundles. 1 When he asked them to show the bundles, they 

showed him two new wooden bundles. He then asked to see 

the bundle, which t-Jas behind one of men's back. He was 

told it contained books. On touching it, however, Salamat 

Ullah found there was something hard like wood in it. When 

he asked them to open it, one of them told him, he was 

causin~ unnecessary trouble by not believing his words. 

When Salamat Ullah insisted on being shown the contents, he 

even threatened him by saying that the consequences of this 

harassment would not be pleasant ( .. ~ rff.lrffi CfiT "'ltflUII 3f"C.B'T 

still Salamat Ullah remained adamant. Thus 

with great reluctance and displeasure the conspirators 

began to undo the bundle very slowly. The butt of a gun 

------------------·----------------·------------------------------------·-----
1 0 Mainpuri Consei~cv Case, Sessions Record. State
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appeared. On seeing it Salamat Ullah asked; how there were 

guns in place of books? A question, the conspirators 

replied by saying that they had made a mistake. A d.b. 

riffle and another gun also appeared from inside the bag, 

for which the conspirators said they had a licence. 1 

Salamat Ullah then asked to be shown the next bag, in which 

the conspirators said there was only a lata, a cord and 

some clothes. But Salamat Ullah had no reason to believe 

them. And from inside that bag was produced a new 'phowrah' 

and a new axe head. 2 At this point some women, who were 

sitting in the camel cart behind began to call out to the 

muharri~ to first attend to them and take the Octroi on 

some dutiable articles they had, and let them go as soon as 

possible. Salamat Ullah told the Chowkidar in the first 

camel cart to keep a watch on the two conspirators, while 

he went to clear the other one. When he returned, however, 

after 10 or 12 minutres, the two men had disappeared, 

leaving all the things in the cart. Salamat Ullah took all 

those things to the Chairman at the Town Hall. The Secre-

tary wes there and he made a list of all the articles. The 

Chairman and Salamat Ullah then took the articles to the 
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Collect or. 1 

Salamat Ullah Khan described one of the conspira-

tors to be 25 or 26 years of age and the other 22 or 23 

years. 

included:_ 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

The articles left behind by the two conspirators 

a .450 bore double barrelled breech loading 

rifle; a single barrelled cap gun; three 6 

chambered cap revolvers; thirty rounds of 

Mark III Marini Henry Carbine Cartridges; 

two Curtis and Harvey gunpowder flasks one 

labelled in English "For daily practice"; 

two tins of percussion caps; and a quantity 

of small shot, buck shot and bullets; 2 

some government .450 rifle ammunitions; one 

S.B. muzzle loading gun; there were also two 

red turbans, a khaki coat, khaki 1 putees 1 and 

a number of whistles.
3 

Mainpuri Conseiracv Cas_@, Sessions Record, State
ment of Salamat Ullah Khan, Octroi muharrir, 
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* Sect ion :;_jfJ_ Abortive Dac oi tv 1 Expedition 1 to Kura ol i: 

On November 29, 1918, Dalpat Singh, Shimbhu Dayal, 

Babu Ram, Bhura Singh and Devendra Nath made an 1 expedition' 

to Kuraoli in the Mainpuri District to waylay some banias 

on their way to Hathras. 1 Jagannath Prasad, a 1 bania' of 

Kuraoli came to Shea Krishna at Mainpuri with information 

that three 1 banias 1 were going to Hathras to purchase some 

goods and would be carrying about six hundred rupees with 

them and that four or five men could easily rob them. 2 

Shea Krishna ordered Dalpat and Shimbhu Dayal to go with 

Jagannath Prasad to Kuraoli. They left Mainpuri at 3 p.m. 

in an 1 ekka 1 with accommodation for passengers on top. 

Kallu musalman was the driver of the ekka. Apart from 

Dalpat, Shimbhu Dayal and Jagannath Prasad, there was an 

old muhammdan woman and a man, the son of a 1 Seth 1 of 

Kuraoli, who had brought some zamindari in Rampura a few 

days before, in the ekka. 
3 

The men reached Kuraoli at 

about 5 p.m. and proceeded to the Camel Carts' stand,where 

* 
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they were to be met by some more men to be sent by Shea 

Krishna, with arms. At 1 a.m. Babu Ram, Bhure Singh and 

Devendra Nath came in a Camel Cart and alighted in front of 

the 'thana' where the Camel Carts used to stop. They 

brought with them a spear, two pistols and a police uniform 

coat. Meanwhile the weather had taken a turn for the 

worst. The sky was overcast and some drops of rain had 

started falling. Now Jagannath Prasad brought the informa-

tion that the 1 banias 1 had decided not to go to Hathras 

after all. Thus the men had to return empty handed. They 

started on foot at 4 a.m. and reached Mainpuri by 9 a.m. 1 

At Madai Darwaza they saw Gopi Nath alighting 

from a Camel Cart with a bundle under his arm, coming from 

the direction of Etah. Dalpat wanted to speak to him but 

he signed to him not to do so. After going a short way he 

told Dalpat he had brought something which he could take to 

his house, if he liked. Dalpat, however, refused as there 

were other boys living with him. Gopi Nath promised to 

show Dalpat the things when the latter came to his house. 

Dalpat went to Gopi Nath's house that evening, November 30, 

1918 and Gopi Nath showed him a single barrel pistol, a 

double barrel pistol, a leather cartridge belt for 37 

1 • ~inpuri Conspiracy Case, ~ssions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.19. 
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cartridges, all of which Dalpat had not seen before. Gopi 

Nath also informed him that he had gone 38 miles the day 

before, from where he was coming and that he had been 

practising shooting with a gun and a pistol in the jungle. 1 

Section -VI: Miscellaneous thefts: 

Early in the year 1918 in Lucknow, Somdeo, fateh 

Singh, Govind Singh, Deb Narain and Madho Ram, being in 

need of funds to pay the printers for one of the Society's 

publications, a book entitled 'America Ko Swadhinta Kaise 

Mili 1 , got hold of a man who was said to have run away with 

some of his employer's property, and extorted from his ill 

gotten . 2 ga 1n s. 

It was fateh Singh, who proposed this plan of 

getting the required money. He told the rest that he knew 

of a Thakur, staying at the Dharamshala, who had been 

employed by a mahajan in or near Delhi and had run aw~ 

with some cash and ornaments belonging to his master. The 

plan was to threaten him and get everything from him. Thus, 

Govind Singh, Deb Narain and Madho Ram went after him to 
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the City station and arrested him 1 under the pretence of 

bein~ 2 
AC.!.D. officers. They first threatened to take him to the 

Kotwali, and then took him towards the river. 
3 

They were 

joined by Somdeo too on their way towards the river. The 

Thakur begain to cry and throwing himself at their feet, 

pleaded with them not to send him to jail and offered them 

everything he had. The men naturally took him up on his 

word and obtained from him a gold necklace, a watch, a gold 

coloured watch, bracelet and some cash. At his request, 

Deb Narain gave the Thakur Rs.2/- for his fare, and he was 

warned never to set foot in Lucknow again. 4 

A number of thefts were also committed for the 

purpose of the society. On January 7, 1918, a bicycle was 

5 stolen in Agra. The theft was done by Deb Narain, Baij 
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Nath and one other boy. It was stolen from the Agra 

College, where it had been brought by one Md.Abdul Majid, a 

student of the College. The bicyle belonged to a friend of 

his. Abdul Majid reported the theft at the Khirki Kale 
c. 

Khan Police Outpost, Agra. He described the bicyt).e in his 

report mentioning among other particulars that it had six 

holes in the back rim to fix an auto wheel and that the 

pedal crambs were bent outwards. He also gave the make, 

2 etc. 

3 
These same men stole a typewriter in Agra on 

January B, 1918. Head Constable Jagannath Prasad No.2 of 

Agra Police, stated on oath that on 17.1.1918, ~.Jlr.~voolen, 

Head Master of the Rajput High School, Agra reported at 

Hari Parbat Police Station the theft of a typewriter under 

Section 380 I.P.C. 

4 luck now. 

On March 23, 1918, another bicycle was stolen in 

------------·-----------------------------------------------------
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Somdeo and Deb Narain had gone to P. Dayal & Co. 

to have a block of Bharatmata pr~pared. When they reached 

there, they saw a bicycle under a staircase. And when Deb 

Narain said they needed a bicycle, Somdeo suggested that 

since no one was around they should take it. It was a 

lady's bicycle and it had no lamp, a pedal was also broken. 

Somdeo had it repaired and Pratap Singh came and took it to 

Sh a h j a h an p u r • 1 

All the members of the society were expected to 

learn how to ride a bicycle and drive a motor. 2 

Some bottles of acids and mercury were stolen 

from the Mainpuri Mission High School laboratory on June 25 

And once Dalpat stole the bolts of some doors, 

some panes of glass and the lock of the reading room on the 

instructions of Shea Krishna, Chandradhar and Prabhakar.
4 

The glass panes were used for mounting the photos 

5 of leaders. 
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To sum up, such 'Military' activities of the 

society were the source of earning money, for seditious 

acts against the Briti~ Government. But there was no evi-

dence to show that the society attempted in tampering with 

1 
the troops, etc. The activities of the society reveal 

the extent to which the members were sincerely devoted to 

the noble cause of freeing their nation. Every moment, the 

members of the society were prepared to risk their lives to 

redeem their motherland from the shackles of the British 

Yoke. 

1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Judgment, Part II, 
Vol.11, pp.4-7. 
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1 Sahitya Prachar (Propaganda) 
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was the printing 

and publishing of political books, composing of political 

poems and songs and printing of revolutionary leaflets and 

publishing them. This literature was to be directed 

against the British Government. 2 

On february 28, 1918 and on the two following 

days a number of printed Hindi leaflets were pasted up 

3 almost simultaneously in a number of district headquarters 

and important towns in the United Provinces. 4 The leaflet 

was of a most inflammatory and seditious nature and it 

purported to have been issued by the All India Revolutionary 
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Committee. 1 

The leaflets were printed and published by the 

Society in pursuance of the objectives of its branch of 

2 activity dealing with Propaganda or Sahitya Prachar. The 

leaflets were printed at Lucknow, while the Lahiri Case was 

going on. The idea of publishing the seditious leaflets 

was suggested by the murder of a revolationary in Lucknow
3 

on the night of february 9, 1918. 4 Somdeo and Ganga Singh 

had gone to see the body and had decided that it must 

either be a C.I.D. Officer or a member of revolutionary 

society - "a sanstha man 11 who had been l$illed for turning 

tractor, and considered that their own society should do 

something special to celebrate the occasion, to do some new 

work, 11 Naya Kam", 5 something they had not done before. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

The murdered man appeared to Sorndeo and Ganga 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3,1919, p.313 
Please see Appendix IV. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II, 
Vol.11, p.7. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, Vol.12, p.76 

Home Political Proceedings, April 1919, no.35. 
Diary of Events- 1918, p.1. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, Vol.12, p.76 
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Singh, to be a Bengali. 1 He was in fact, Vinayak Rae 

Kaple. 2 The motive for murder went to prove a fundamental 

principle of a Revolutionary Society, which was death 

penalty for treachery. Vinayak Rao Kaple alongwith one 

Tejendra Mohan Ghosh had committed a political dacoity at 

Abdullapur in Bengal on October 27, 1917. Atul Ghosh, one 

of the Leaders in Bengal, had given Vinayak Rao Kaple a 

Mauser pistol for the dacoity. But after the dacoity 

Vinayak Rae and Tejendra Mohan Ghosh made away with 

Rs.6,000/- of the loot and also the pistol. For this act 

of treachery, Vinayak Rae Kaple was murdered in an unfre-

quented lane in Lucknow. The murder was traced to Sushil 

Chandra Lahiri and Nripendra Nath Chakravarty. A case was 

started against them and Sushil Chandra Lahiri was hanged. 

3 Nripendra Nath Chakravarty, however, managed to escape. 

The idea of printing the leaflets, however, was 

not exactly a novel one, as the conspirators previously had 

the intention of printing some leaflets in Hindi, Urdu or 

English, but had not been able to arrange with a Press. But 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, Vol.12,p.76. 

Home Political Proceedings, April 1919, No.35. 
Diary. of Events, 1 91 8, p.1. 

Hale, H.W., Political Trouble in India, 1917-1937 
p.53. 
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now they decided that it was definitely time to carry out 

1 the plan. Through the publication and pasting up of 

seditious leaflets the society also expected to induce more 

people to seek them out and join them. Another objective 

would be to terrify the authorities by the knowledge that 

there were people working against them, about whom they 

could never find out and the public too would come to know 

2 that the Government was unable to trace such people. The 

contents of the leaflet were compiled by Ganga Singh, Govind 

3 
Singh, Madho Ram and Somdeo, after a consultation meeting 

had been held amongst Ganga Singh, Govind Singh and Madho 

Ram, in a house near the Advocate Library at the Jhau Lal 

Ki Puliya, Jhau Lal Ka Bazar in Lucknow. Ganga Singh and 

Govind Singh drafted the notice, after 1r1hich they decided 

that they must find a couplet for it. Govind Singh remem-

bered the first portion of a couplet which had been composro 

by Genda Lal at Etawah. It ran as follows: 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

"Biro tum aage barho aur Fort William chhin lo" 

Main pur i Cons pirac v Case, _§§ ss ions R ec o£9., State
m en t of So m d eo , d a t ed J u n e 1 2 , 1 91 9 , V o 1. 1 2 , p • 7 7 • 

~inpuri Conspiracy Ca~, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p. 9. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
V ol • 1 1 , p • 1 5 • 
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The other part of the couplet composed by Govind 

Singh himself, was:-

"Kitne hain Angrez inko shighra hi bin lo 11 

It was first decided that the heading would be 

"Shubh Suchna 11 • But later Somdeo suggested another one; 

11 Swadesh-abhimaniyon Ko Sandesh 11 ( 

~ ) which was finally adopted. Somdeo got about 700 

copies printed through one Ram Da s at the Ku rmi Press at 

night. Rs.5 odd paper was purchased for it and given to 

Sidh Gopal, the compositor. 2 Ram Das had a Press in 

Lucknow called the 'Phoenix Printing Press' and Sidh Gopal 
. 3 

was an employee in the Press. Ram Das and Sidh Gopal did 

not print the leaflet at their Press because they had no 

Calcutta type but only Bombay type, which took a long time 

to compose and moreover they thought that after the publica-

tion of the leaflets, all the Presses would be searched and 

the type would be recognised easily and it would get them 

into trouble. 4 

1 0 

2. 

3 0 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas_§., Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, Vol.12,p.77. 

I bid. 

I bid • , p. 7 6 • 

Ibid., p. 77. 
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After the leaflets were printed Somdeo brought 

them over to his house. It was decided that all the leaf-

lets should be pasted up on a fixed date. The members of 

the Society to whom they were to be sent were to be 

directed accordingly. March 1, 1918, was the date fixed 

for the pasting up of the leaflets. 1 

On the night of March 1, 1918, the leaflets were 

pasted up in Lucknow, Allahabad, Kanpur, Agra, Mathura, 

Bareilly, faizabad, Shahjahanpur, Tilhar, Powayan, Etawah, 

Gonda, Mirzapur, Sultanpur and Hardoi. In Mainpuri,however, 

the leaflets were pasted up on the night of February 28, 

1918 only. In Basti, on the other hand, they were pasted 

up on the night of March 2, 1918. Copies were also 

received by post from Mainpuri in Meerut, Etah and 

2 3 Fatehgarh and farrukhabad. 

The leaflets had been done up in bundles for 

despatching. Somdeo left with a bundle for taizabad on 

March 1, 1918 and pasted the leaflets all over the city and 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessi2U§~ord, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, Vo1.12, p.77. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II. 
Vol.11, pp.7-8. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p. 1 0. 
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in all stations where the train stopped an his way back. 

Gavind Singh left far Kanpur also on March 1, 1918 and 

pasted the leaflets there. Mad ho Ram too 1 eft on the sa me 

day for Hardoi to paste up the leaflets there while Ganga 

Singh and Nand Kishare remained to do the same in Lucknow. 

1 All took paste with them which they had made at home. 

Ganga Singh reported that one leaflet had been pasted up on 

the pedestal of the statue of Queen Victoria and that many 

people were going to see it. Somdeo was given Rs.S/- to 

cover his expense for going to faizabad. Madho Ram was 

given Rs.2/- for his journey to Hardoi and Rs.1-12-0 to 

2 Govind Singh for his journey to Kanpur. Deb Nara in, who 

was also present at Lucknow at the time had sent some copies 

by post to Aligarh and Allahabad and had himself taken some 

3 
to Agra. From Agra some leaflets were sent to Mainpuri. 4 

They were brought into Mainpuri by Deb Narain and Pratap 

Singh, and handed over to Sheo Krishna. These leaflets 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, ~~ns Record, State
m en t of So m d eo , d a t ed J u n e 1 2 , 1 9 1 9 , V o 1. 1 2 , 
pp.79-BO • 

.lEi!;!. 

l.!2.!.Q., p.79. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. Copy 
of a demi official letter from Superintendent of 
Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy Inspector General 
of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 191 B, p.203. 



139 

1 were 200 in number. 

The leaflets in Mainpuri were pasted up in large 

2 3 
numbers on february 28, 1918, between 7 and 9 p.m. Seven 

boys pasted them up in the city of Mainpuri. Sh eo Krishna 

and Chandradhar pasted them up in Ghariban mohalla, Agra 

Oarwaza as far as the Government High School. Prabhakar 

and Dalpat Singh pasted them up from the Training School 

through the Purani Basti upto the lantern before the door 

of one Babu Ganga Prasad. Gopi Nath and Sidh Gopal pasted 

them up from Chapatti Mohalla to the Arya samaj Temple. Ram 

Narain covered the area from the Hospital to the "Kutcherry". 

80 copies in all were put up in Mainpuri.
4 A copy of the 

leaflet 1r1as pasted up on the gate of the Mission High 9:hool 

1 0 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
mentofDalpat Singh, dated June4, 1919, Vol.12, 
pp.9-1 o. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Mr. Sands' note on the Conspiracy Case, dated 
february 19, 1919, p.367. 
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B o a rd in g H o us e too • 1 

from Mainpuri 7 copies were sent to the Govern-

ment High School, farrukhabad to the monitors of the IX 

and X classes by post and 7 copies were sent to the Mission 

High School, farrukhabad. Another 7 copies were sent to 

the fatehgarh High School and 10 copies were sent to the 

Etah High School, all by post to the addresses of the moni-

tors. Chandradhar had written the addresses in red ink. 24 

copies were sent in covers to all the important persons of 

Mainpuri, also by post. Some of the covers contained one, 

the greater part two and some th . h 2 r e e cop~ e s ea c • 

The copies of the leaflet II'Jhich appeared in 

Mainpuri had a peculiarity that some corrections were made 

On them
3 ;n red ;nk 4 d th h d d t • • an ey a an en orsemen 

impressed on them with a rubber stamp: "Kill the English 

5 and be free". These words - Kill the English and be free -

1 • 

2. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of K.P. Ganguli, Head Master, Mission High 
School, Mainpuri, dated July 4, 1919, Vo1.13, 
p. 27 9. 

Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 
1919, Vo1.12, p.1D. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~, Police file No.113. 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919,p.313. 

Ibid., Mr. Sands' note on the Conspiracy Case, 
dated february 19, 1919, p.367. 

Ibid., Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated january 3, 
1919, p.313. 
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were stamped on the leaflets by Sh eo Krishna in P rabhaka r' s 

room in the Mission Boarding House. The red ink under-

lining and the correction in the word 'Revolutionary' were 

made by Chandradhar and Prabhakar. Dalpat and Ram Narain 

blotted the leaflets. Paper had been pasted on the window 

of the room from inside so that no one could see into the 

room from outside. 1 

The following is a translation of the leaflet:-

Om 

Bande Mataram - Bande Mataram 

Message to Patriots 

Brave mel March forward and capture Fort 

William Quickly pick off all the Englishmen. 

Dear fellow countrymen. We all know well that 

our India (golden bird) has suffered badly from the oppre-

ssion of foreigners for about six hundred years. For four 

or five hundred years the Muhammadans oppressed the mother-

land dreadfully but they subjected us only to physical 

sufferings. The English on the other hand, who boast of 

civilisation have within a single century taken away our 

all. 

1 0 

They have robbed us of all our wealth and taken it to 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vo1.12, 
p.1 o. 
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England and they have destroyed our greatness. They have 

changed us from men into women. We all have been the prey 

of their guiding principle, "policy" or "political hypo

crisy". Capturing us with false allurements they spread 

such a net that thorns now prick us at every step. 

one has truly said: 

Some 

"You turned Indians into madmen and killed them. 

You made yourselves into an idol and converting 

us into your devotees, you killed us. 

How horrible is this persecution! You killed 

us after making us your friends. 

You killed them who were dying after repeatedly 

bringing them back to life". 

Even now the same kind of allurement that is 

'Swaraj', is being held out to us, but it is to be borne iR 

mind that no country ever attained freedom or will ever 

become free without grasping the sword. Therefore, 0 

lovers of your country, take up the sword like brave 

Shivaji and Pratap for the protection of the country and 

preach that the white men who oppress the dear Mother India 

should be slaughtered and stuffed into sacks. 0, every 

young man and woman of India, take a vow that until you 

drive from the country, the wicked, dishonest, wily, 

treacherous and deceitful Englishmen who oppress India, You 

will lay aside your most beloved works and devote yourselves 



• 

solely to this task; till then you will not be ensnared by 

any of their tricks and your chief aim is and will ever be 

to de stray their root and branch. Therefore, 0 inhabitants 

of India, say with one united voice that Hindustan (India) 

will truly become Hindustan and live. 

All India Revolutionary (sic.) Committee. 
1 

Since the leaflets had appeared more or less 

simultaneously in many districts of the United Provinces, 

so soon after the murder of Vinayak Rao Kaple in Lucknow, 

the police believed it to be connected to the murder case. 

Mr. C. E. W. Sands, vJho was put on special duty in the C. I .D. 

to inquire into the Vinayak Rao Kaple murder case, was 

required to investigate the matter of the leaflets. 2 

All the reports from the various districts and 

all the leaflets that were recovered were sent to him. He 

received leaflets from Lucknow, Faizabad, Basti, Gonda, 

Sultanpur, Mirzapur, Allahabad, Kanpur, Shahjahanpur, 

Tilhar, Powayan, Hardoi, Bareilly, Agra, Etah, Meerut, 

---------------------------------·-----------------

1 0 

2. 

Po~ ice. 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case,~.File No.113. Transla
tion of the Hindi Printed leaflet, p.41 9. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
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Special Duty in the C.I.D., dated July 5, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.2B2 • 
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1 
Etawah, Mainpuri and fatehgarh and Muthra. 

Sands made inquiries, but failed to locate the 

Press at which the leaflet was printed and was also unable 

to ascertain the authors or persons who had pasted up the 

2 leaflets. Although as a result of some inquiry made at 

Mainpuri by a C.I.D. Officer, suspicion had pointed to Shea 

Krishna and other students of the Mission School as being 

3 
concerned, no definite proof could be obtained by the 

About March, 1918, the society printed and 

published, through Somdeo, at Lucknow, a highly seditious 

book entitled "America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili 11 which vvas 

compiled by Dev Narain largely from a previous book 

"America Ki Swatantrata Ka Itihas (History of American \'liar 

5 of Independence). 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Somdeo had got the book "America Ki Swatantrata 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of c. E. W. sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.283 • 
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~·, Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 
1919, p.313. 
Mainfuri Conspiracy Ca~, Judgment, Part II. 
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Ka Itihas 11 printed and published at the time of the Lucknow 

Congress in December, 1916. Somdeo was at that time living 

in Kanpur. He was at first the sole owner of a shop which 

was called 11 Nagri Sahitya Pustakalaya". Later one Sidh 

Gopal, a compositor in the Newal Kishore Press, had become 

his partner. Pir Muhammad Munis, a resident of Bettiah, 

Champaran, was the author of this book. Muhammad Munis had 

first taken his book to the Pratap Press at Kanpur. They 

had refused to print it and had sent the manuscripts to 

Pandit Kripa Narain, the owner of Kalyugi Pustakalaya at 

Kanpur. He had also refused to print it and had given it 

to Sidh Gopal, Somdeo 9 s partner, who had brought it to 

Somd eo. Somdeo had got the book printed through the "Nagri 

Sahitya Pustakalaya". Somdeo and Sidh Gopal had also got 

it printed at the Kurmi Press, Lucknow. And 30 copies had 

1 been sold at the Lucknow Congress. Although Pir Muhammad 

Munis was the author of the book "America Ki Swatantrata Ka 

I t i h a s u 9 t h e n am e o f B • H a r ban s Sa h a i a p p e a r ed o n t h e f 1 y 

leaf as that of the author. 2 

Somdeo had remained in partnership with Sidh 

Gopal till a short time after the Lucknow Congress, after 

1 • 

2. 

Ma inpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, Vol.12,p.75. 

Ibid., p.113. 
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which he had moved to Lucknow and opened his business 

there under the name of "Nagri Sahitya Pustakalaya" in 

Nazirabad Mohalla~ Sidh Gopal and one Ram Das, manager of 

the Nawal Kishore Press in Kanpur, had come to Lucknow too. 

Ram Das had opened a Press in Lucknow called the "Phoenix 

Printing Press" and Sidh Gopal ha:::l taken employment under 

h . 1 
l.m. 

The book "America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili" was 

printed in March 1918, when the stock of the book "America 

Ki Swatantrata Ka Itihas 11 was exhausted. When the impre-

ssion was exhausted, Somdeo told Ganga Singh that he wanted 

to reprint it. Ganga Singh said that there were some 

mistakes in the book and that it would be a good idea to 

~11rite another book of the same kind. Ganga Singh got Deb 

Narain to L11rite the "America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili", who 

did so partly from the book "America Ki Swatantrata Ka 

Itihas" and partly from other sources. 

self, supplied the English quotations. 2 

Ganga Singh, him-

The book was published by Somdeo and printed by 

Ram Das Verma at the "Phoenix Printing Press", Lucknow. On 

the cover there was a pictorial representation of the map 

1 • 

2. 

~puri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, pp.75-76. 
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of India, showing the Goddess of Independence, supported by 

the awakening lions of Bengal and a gathering of the people 

of Punjab. Underneath was the motto: 

11 0 brave Indians, arise, take up arms, 

unsheath your swords, throw the scabbards 

to the ground, march, be courageous, gain 

the victory or sacrifice your lives on 

the battlefield." 

The book was an exhortation to the people of India to 

follow the example of the young men of America who refused 

to endure oppression and gained independence by sacrific-

ing their lives. The writer says that it would have been 

better if the Aryan race had sacrificed itself to secure 

independence in the beginning instead of accepting the 

1 foreign yoke. 

Foreign rule was said to be responsible for the 

famine and all the other miseries of India and the lesson 

was taught that it was no sin to take up the sword to 

attain freedom. The approvers in the Benaras Conspiracy 

Case were denounced as traitors. The European nations 

1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Note on the proscribed book "America Ko 
Sw ad h in t a K a is e M i 1 i 11 , p • 4 21 • 
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were vilified. It was said that it was their usual prac-

tice never to shrink from committing any sort of sin, that 

to commit the foulest treachery and deceive others was 

ordinary work for them, and by such means the British had 

established their power in India. A rascal of the first 

water resident in England considers himself supreme master 

of all Indians and the latter to be his slaves. There was 

no middle path. Constitutional agitation was useless. 

When England did not give liberty to her own kith and kin 

without struggles and bloodshed, how could the black Indians 

having no connection with the English in blood hope to get 

freedom from her. 1 

The book concluded with an inflammatory poem 

entitled 11 Aspiration 11 ,
2 containing such 1 ines as 11 vJe shall 

teach the destroyer of the garden to taste bitterly for the 

destruction of the garden ••••• 0 murderer daily torment is 

not good, let me know when the matter will be decided 

3 
finally between you and me." 

1 • 

2. 

3 • 

.,lli!inpuri Conspiracy Case, .d.!:!...Qgment, Part II. 
Vo.L.11, p.B. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Note on the proscribed book n America Ko 
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Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II. 
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The final stanza of the poem ran as follows:-

"There will be annual festivals on the pyres 

of martyrs and that will be the reward of 

those who sacrifice themselves for the 

country. Will that day ever dawn when we 

shall see our own Raj, and earth and sky 

shall be ours?" 1 

Deb Narain contributed the largest share for the 

publishing of "America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili". Ganga 

Singh contributed the next largest share and Somdeo, the 

smallest share. The cost was met partly by Deb Narain and 

partly by Ganga Singh, a fact which is borne out by the 

account book of Somdeo. 

Two thousand copies were printed and sold by the 

b f th . t 2 mem ers o e soc~e y. R a j a Ram , F a t e h Singh a n d P ra t a p 

Singh sold the book in Shahjahanpur. Somdeo, Shiv Charan 

Lal and Raja Ram and also some other booksellers sold it at 

the ilelhi Congress. About 1 DO copies were sent by Deb 

Narain to Allahabad. He also sent some copies to Sidh Gopal 

1 0 

2 •. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~, Police File No.113. 
Note on the proscribed book "America Ko 
Swadhinta Kaise Mili", p.421. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II. 
Vol.11, p.B. 



t M • • 1 a a~npur~, where the book first came to the notice of 

the authorities. 2 B.Shyam Sunder Lal, Vakil of Mainpuri
3 

was the President of the Arya samaj, Mainpuri at that time 

and was also the President of the Arya Kumar Sabha of which 

Sidh Gopal was the Secretary for some time. Now B. Shyam 

Sundar Lal heard from some one that Sidh Gopal was selling 

copies of an objectionable book. He got this information a 

day before one Professor Kulkarni came to give a lecture in 

Mainpuri. Then he also got the information that they were 

being sold at the lecture. B. Shyam Sundar Lal met Sidh z 

Gopal and said that he wanted to see the book because he 

had heard it was objectionable. Sidh Gopal replied that 

the book was being sold generally by the Nagri Pracharni 

Sabha and was not objectionable. \vhen B. Shyam Sundar Lal 

asked him for a book he gave it to him readily.
4 B. Shyam 

Sundar Lal promptly took the book to show to the District 

Magistrate, Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, who had gone to Kishni 

-----------------------------------------------------------
1 • 

2. 

3. 
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for a recruiting meeting, drawing his attention to the sale 

of the book in Mainpuri by Sidh Gopal, master in the D.A.V. 

1 School. At the D.M.'s request he obtained some more 

copies and made them over to him. B. Shyam Sundar Lal states 

that he obtained 4 or 8 copies. When he asked Sidh Gopal 

for the other copies, he said, it would cause him much loss 

as he had brought them to sell on commission. 2 Rai Radha 

Raman Bahadur sent a copy of the book to the Superintendent 

of Police with his report to be sent to the Criminal 

Investigations Department. Rai Radha Raman Bahadur also 

got information of the sale of the book from Prem Chandar 

3 
Seth, Deputy Collector. 

The book "America Ko Sv-.sadhinta Kaise Mili 11 was 

subsequently proscribed in the United Provinces by a notifi-

4 cation, dated September 24, 1918. In Delhi it was pros-

1 0 

2. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
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cribed by a notification dated the October 3, 191 a. 
1 

The members of the society used to sell pros-

cribed books and photographs of Home Rule Leaders as well 

2 
as other Leaders to members or to selected boys. 

After the Auraiya aft'air some of the members went 

to the Arya Shudhi Sabho meeting at Farrukhabad to sell 

3 
books. The meeting of the Shudhi 5abha was held under 

the auspices of the Arya Samaj at a pandal of the Arya 

Samaj. 4 Karhori Lal, Prabhakar, Chandradhar, Dalpat Singh, 

Shea Krishna and Sital Singh went from Mainpuri. Sital 

Singh \.'Jent to the Government High School Boarding. Karhori 

Lal went to Lal Man's house. Dalpat and three others stayed 

at 'Lachmi Narayan's Elharamshala. Somdeo had also gone 

there to sell books. 5 He ha:i spread a blanket on the 

ground at a little distance outside the pandal and had put 

his books on it. But he did not sell all his books publicly, 

1 0 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy~. Notification No.7005, 
dated October 3, 191a, Vol.2, p.113. 
Please See Appendix V. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
pp. 1 '3. 

I bid., dated June 5, 1 91 9' Vol.12, Po 20o 

Ibid. , dated June 9 f 1 91 9, Vol.12, p.3 a. 

Ibid., dated June 5, 1 91 9' Val.12, pp. 20-21 • 
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only the 11 Ved Bha sh 11 and books concerning the Arya Sarna j. 

The copies of a book 11 De sh Ki Da sha Aur H ama ra Kartavya 11 

1 were kept concealed. 70 copies of this book Somdeo gave 

to Sheo Krishna and Chandradhar to give them to Gopi Nath 

t M • • 2 a ,-,a~npur~. Dalpat, Karhori Lal and Sital Singh returned 

together from Farrukhabad and the books were given to Dalpat 

to take with him,
3 who gave them to Gopinath in Mainpuri~ 

The members of the Society in Mainpuri, namely 

Chandradhar and Badri Prasad used to preach in the bazar in 

opposition to the lectures given to christians. They used 

5 to sing Home Rule Songs too. Home Rule Songs meant those 

songs that encouraged unity and preference of Indian Rule 

to British Rule. The lectures pointed out the •evils of 

the Christian religion•, at the same time they also pointed 

out the moral of unity among the Christians. These lectures 

were delivered at some distance from the Christian lecture$. 

It was the boys who chiefly attended the lectuies, but 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June t, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.3B. 

Ibi.Q., dated June 5, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p. 21 • 

Ibid., dated June 9, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p. 3 B. 

Ibid., dated June 5, 1 91 9' Vol.1 2, p. 21 • 

MainEuri Conspire c Y. Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Ma inpuri. Statement 
of Dalpat Singh, dated March 28, 1 91 9' Vol.3, p. 1 9. 
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others also listened. The propaganda was that of the 

1 
members of the Mission High School Boarding House. An 

important object in view was to obtain more members for 

th . t 2 e soc~e y. 

The society also kept a manuscript book in which 

all those poems were written which would not be permitted 

by the Government to be published. The reciters of the 

society used to recite the poems to the members as well as 

3 
to other persons. 

The book opened from August 6, 1918, with the 

lrJord 11 0m 11 and the 11 Gayatri Mantra 11 • The following were the 

poems in the book, translated into English. 

1 • 

2. 

Page- 1. A poem to the Almighty praying for 

His kindness and blessing and asking for suffi-

cient strength to turn out the western brethren 

from our country. 

Page - 2. A poem addressed to the Almighty God 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Reco£2, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 9, 1919, Vol.12, 
p. 3 2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Proceedings in the Court 
of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. statement of 
Dalpat Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3, p.19. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~..§i.£.!l§...J!ecord, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.B. 
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Krishna. 
2 

1 0 

2. 
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praying for His kindness as He has shown favour 

to other people in their troubles. Pray come 

help us in relieving the miseries of the 

motherland. 1 

The following poem on page 3 was composed by Shea 

~ge - 3. A poem on t he rig h t s ( d u tie s ) o f th e 

'sons of the soil' • 

11 0 mind I shall never take rest till I restore 

the rule over India to Indians and crown my 

efforts lrJith glory. Failing in this I shall 

commit suicide or drown myself, or throw myself 

into the fire. I shnll bring the Kohinoor back 

again in victory to the bosom of my otherland.u 

"I shall capture the white people and throw them 

into 1 Bhusa 9 to get 'pal' (the metaphor is taken 

from the way mangoes are ripened by putting them 

in Bhusa). I shall destroy these people with 

kicks, canes and revolvers, and shall kill them 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Review on the manus
cript book Exhibit No.45, Vol.6, p.126. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Oalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vo1.12, 
p.a. 
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and behead them with unsharpened weapons. I 

shall throw them in blind wells full of snakes. 

Over those officers who pronounce capital punish

ments and send people to the Andamans, I sball 

pour burning 1ead. I shall arm myself with a 

sword and shall protect people against indentured 

labour and in doing so S1 all kill all those people 

who will obstruct me in my efforts, and shall pro

tect the motherland and collecting all our 

strength shall conquer England." 

Page - 4. Taking off the fetters of servitude, I 

shall treat them as they treated us. I shall 

grind them to pieces and shall bestow on them the 

title of Rai Eahadur and shall treat them like 

servants. I shall open their spleens and in 

doing so shall apply all our strength." 

Page - 4. Another poem entitled 11 The Lamentations 

of Rana Pratap." 

Page - 5. Line 5: "When I shall have time, I 

shall endeavour to reconquer India (Eharat) as I 

do not fear my" enemies. To lead a dependent life 

is the worse misery, nobody can enjoy comforts in 

a dependent, servitude is the vilest misery. 

There is no easier gift than to give up a life of 
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dependence, as servitude is more bitter than 

hell. Now I have made up my mind that I should 

not fear my enemies, so long as I am living and 

as I have power in my arms. I shall never enjoy 

comforts as blessings in the service of mother-

land." 

11 0 Brave men listen to our solemn 

determination. Let the Ganges change its course 

upwards, let fire lose its quality of heat, let 

a warren women give birth to a child but I ~all 

never change my determination. Many wicked men 

have grown up in abundance, they are tyrants, 

unjust, oppressors, traitors, treacherous and 

cunning. I shall never allow them to go 

unpunished. So long as I have life I shall 

imitate my ancestors and shall remain contented. 

I shall behead my enemies, that is my determine-

tion. We shall never allow ourselves to be 

ruled by white people. We are quite fit to 

contend with them. Rise up and prepare to give 

battle to them, that is the aim of life; that is 

the way to secure salvation." 

Page- 1. A mad man is thinking whether he will 

ever attain prosperous days. He is seriously 

thinking how to walk in battle and to wage war 
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against his enemies. He will have handkerchief 

in hand and sword at his side and will advance on 

his horse and will remove the perspiration from 

the body of his charger. Brave men will applaud 

with hands raised towards him and this Banda 

(self) will proceed light heartedly to the field 

swaggering as he goes and engage in the fight. 0 

misery, I shall call them again and again, others 

may consider this their death, but to me it is my 

red garmento 0 beloved death, I am ready to meet 

th eeo 

Page - Bo 11 0 r-1other India ho1rJ dejected thou art 

and how poor thou seemest to be, when thou hast 

lost thy usual tranquility and shining counts-

nance, has any conflagration, earthquake or 

volcanic eruption brought thee into thy present 

condition. Art thy children too victims of some 

volcanic eruption such as (one could suspect on) 

the day of judgment or (exposed) on the battle-

field plague, fire and epidemics (on all sides). 

Page - 9. The mother replies "none of the causes 

thou givest are responsible for the present 

miseries. The chief reason for my miseries is in 

the present dependence, and in the present servi-

tude of my sons, they are deprived of their arms, 
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they can give no expression (to their feelings) 

for that is deemed a sin. It is misfortune to 

have birth in India, and slavery is being taught 

from the mother's womb. Such sons can never 

bring better days for the mother." 

Page-10. "They are forbidden to visit foreign 

countries like a man but must do so like a coolie. 

Their fate is sealed. Thes~ are the causes of my 

dejection. Dependence and hopelessness are 

dragging me down." 

Pages 10, 11 and 12 contain a thrilling poem on 

indentured labour taken from the proscribed book "Coolie 

Prathatt. 

Page- 13. "I solemnly declare that this body 

shall be devoted to the service of the motherland. 

Even after death if re-birth comes, I shall take 

my birth in this land and shall continue the 

same service for the mother land. I have no 
I sha.ll 

helpers. My brothers are my enemies, stillkstick 

to my determination in spite of my poverty. I 

adore my country as that is my mother, father and 

God. She has brought me up since my childhood. 

May my hands and feet be devoted to the cause of 

the motherland, and may they be engaged in 

j 
' 
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1 • 

2. 

finishing the enemies. I shall be happy when I 

Shall see my motherland freed from foreign yoke." 

Page- 14. A poem on martyrdom. 

Pages- 15 to 18. A poem containing 16 stanzas 

on the lamentation of a deportee, three of which 

are given below: 

Stanza - 11 o 11 0 young man think to whom do this 

flower and fruit belongs? Whose blood is it 

which is shed in the service of the motherland? 

(!) sky, let me know the causes of thy displeasure, 

1 why dost thou change colour and torment us?" 

Stan za - _..ll o We shall play Holi in blood since 

Kanhai (Kanhai Datt, a revolutionary who murdered 

the approver Narendra Nath Gosain in a Bengal 

jail) played holi in Bengal, no one cares for 

Barsana (a town in Muthra district renO\...rned for 

holi). 2 

Stanza - 1 6. 11 Persons actually in misery will 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Review on the Manus
cript book Exhibit No.45, Vol.6, pp.124, 126. 

Mainpuri.~~piracy Case, ~udgment, Part II. 
Vol.11, p.B. 
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tell you what suffering consists of, similarly 

martyrs will speak of the happiness they derive 

from their death (for the cause of the country) 

the extent of zeal can better be enquired from a 

man deeply in love with his country and he can 

give a good tale of his sufferings and his 

insults just as insects will speak of their 

readiness to sacrifice their lives in the flame 

of the candle. 

Pages - 19, 20 2 21 and 22. 

( 1 ) 

( 2) 

( 3 ) 

A poem in praise of the motherland. 

A poem addressing God and praying for 

strength to console the Rakshas. 

The 'Bande Mataram' song. 

The latter two were quoted from the 

1 book 11 Anandmath". 

On page 22 was the poem, a portion of which was 

included in the leaflets which were pasted up. 2 

1 • 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

~ainpuri Conspiracy Case, Review on the manus
cript book, Exhibit No.45, Vol.6, :1p.124 

Mainp.!!.E.i_Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, p.B. 
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Page - 22. "Hindus, march forward, and capture 

F'ort William. We are being robbed of our wealth 

at home; and our prestige in foreign land. When 

you have lost your prestige, think what does 

your duty consist of. You know it well that the 

whites are very few scattered here and there. 

Quickly pick all the English men. If you are 

determined it is not a difficult task. March out 

with full determination taking new swords in your 

hands with full energy and spirit, the infantry 

and the cavalry should march in respective lines." 

Page - 23. The following poem also appeared in 

the book "America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili". 

"When will it be free from the clutches of the 

sportsmen; when vdll the people claim their own 

lands, we shall be able to teach a goad lesson to 

the trespassers who have destroyed our garden, II'Je 

shall be delighted when the country will be ours. 

0 love for the country, do not fly from our 

hearts. No one knows where he shall be after 

death. Let us see who pays the highest tribute 

to the motherland o It is said that we are going 

to be examined in the ordeal todayo" 

"Continuous expression does not produce any good, 
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Page - 25. 11 0 Motherland! we shall never forget 

thee, we shall sing national songs even in the 

Andamans. Is there any power on earth which can 

separate us from thee? Though our bodies will be 

kept at a long distance still our attention will 

always be directed towards thee." 

11 We do not mind for our sufferings but our 

progeny must enjoy comforts. We shall annihilate 

our enemies and shall fulfil our words - we shall 

offer our heads at the altar. Mother country! lrJe 

love thee beyond all else. We the 300 millions 

shall aim ourselves and shall never mind any 

miseries and shall exert ourselves to keep thee 

in comfort. We shall undergo all kinds of 

suffering but shall bring liberty to thee. V.Je 

shall be happy when we see thee free and shall 

collect all kinds of comfort for thy good. 11 

Page - 26. 11 Let this be the object of my life, 

handcuffs on hands and chains on feet, may a 

picture of death be always before my eyes and the 

executioner with sword ready on my neck, let the 

troubles be my lot, let daggers be pointed at my 

body and arrows at my heart. To whatever extent 

I may be disgraced, yet must the country be freed 
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from foreigners. In spite of that I shall conti-

nue the love of Bharat and after death, if 
1 

re-birth comes, shall continue the same." 

Review on ~h~ ~anuscript book, Op.cit., p.122. 

Please see Appendix-VI 
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auo ... vection ( 1) ot t'h~ lndil'ln PTc~:»a Aot HH0 0 { 1 of 1910), 

the Chief Ooaunioaion~ r ot Delhi d~olnt'an to be forf•~i tnd 

0 

"I'' 

Hind! entitled "~aarica. ka uwadhinta l':u.iee tail.:\.11• on the 

gt'ound ·that the CJs.id "boo~ ovnt~inu mfl.ttal." of thB no.tu-r~ 
dascri'bed tn', ueotion 4. uuo-a~ot1on ( l) oleu.ue (o) of 

the ea.id .• '\.ot. 

City lnapeotoro 

Hd/ 

Offti' Chiflf ':OflllU1tJI& i<.m~r, Dalhi • 

for infanna.t:ion • 

~· 

Uolhi Yalica Office • 

:·ol)T~ 

. •, '. ,\ ;, . 
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The following poem was composed by Sidh Gopal: 

m:tU ~ lS1 I ~ t:lS1 I ( ll:fWrT 

Q5T rft 3m EfT ~lli 
t:fTff qiqlT rt 11ff cf) ir 
6T wP ~ =q"ffi =qrrr 

lTTg ~ ~ m ctiiJI~ 

cyJr fiTIT I!B a-n:r 
~ ff.rfl ~ EUfnT . 
rf1TI m ~m 
<=ttlgt~Cflr Q5T £Rnrr ~T n VCP BmB 
mr c=qd~ct I ~ m ~ ET N Q)llf 

~ ~ mi ~ f3~JII Qj~ JfTJ1 

~ o1Ur, Q5TI mg -tl frcrT, ~ ml- -qT m11 

168 

The following poem was composed by Chandradhar Jauhari: 

V 1fl1J ~ Q1f IT eFT ~ l\i(i I ( "CflT ~ 

'tf~ m:nl g~ if ufT ~ $ ·!"'Zll ~ Q5T ~ 

'CTWT qft- ~ ctU .I fl , ctU I ~ mf ~ g 
~ (1 .-o i) ·: ~ "fill OTT. ~T Q5t "t<:TIT Q5T ~ 

1 o lndra, Brahmachari &. Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
M and i r M ei n, 1 9 2 9, p. 171 • 



. V T'lOJ31q ~ : CfliT l10 ~ ~T UfRT 

TTNIT m:ru ~ rn- , ~ cta 1 ~ Cfl"f ~ 

til5f u-rq :FJti trtf~' ciT ~ glOJ" ~T 
rr ;qn:r {f[ a- \fffillT moT ctt11 ~ Cfl-r c;: 
Urn- rlhf QjTVf 3fT& ~ 'M. zrrc: QjBT 

m¥ ff lt anrr Qj"f artr.=r ctt11 ~ CflV ~ 
. . 

JITJft m=rfcr ~T ITT ~ t<TR d'RT 

mT ~ 6AT$"f ft=:=qctfl CflT O""IT Cfl"f ~ 

lifniT g ~ l.[fnT I 3fT urnrT ffi1R ffif 

'ijrfiT m:rrr ~ Q( ~ dt1 u Cfl"f ~ 11 

~T tr ~ ttfiR QjT ~ ~ CflTtrff I 

lifT arm tT ff ~ cqqJT lre ~ CffiT :g I I 

-~ ";f ~n:r ITT q I (11('1 qfJ ~ CffiT ~ I 

11¢1 1 f ~ eT Cf(fcl ?r ITT 3fnRi CftiT ~ It 

ffJTT ~ 3fTJT ~ ~(11" * ciT :lfTIUJ; "ifUT ~ 
~ lifW (if[r JTm ff en= rna <niT ~ I I 

' ' 

WIT QjTirr UEfl \r-lff ~ rrT3IT CflT I 

~ gl=t: I f) TJTT tr ~ ~ CflT 11 2 

., f' 9 ' ., ' 
. L ~-" 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

1. Indra, Brahmachari &. Sinha, Indradev, Krenti Ke 
M a nd i r M ei n , 1 9 2 9 , p p • 1 71 -1 7 2 • 

2. Ibid., p.172. 



" erg " 

Elf 1trff rn- ~tff;r, 5ll lUre" trr ~m 
Q"T ~ ~ Jt;ocfqc lf 
en-~ cre rn- JOH m; ~ 

UJi-ut9~*UGUc~ 11 

Another verse favourite among the men was the "Pratap 

Pratigya" which ran as follows and which was a form of 

oath: 

~ ~ -q?r fQ I tfl ~ CflT-lT ~ 1fl1 ~~ I ( !f 
tl0H $"f ~ ~T 3P,luf ern tit: I~ tr 

. ~ c ~ 

3J..-a I a $T ~(iff '[CPRT ffCiU JTTI Ul:f 5 

liCf Cfffi Jl c-a t'CJTI1uT CflT UE 9"UJ:f W~ Q1Jf -g 

B-tl 3RcPT mcFrnr Jo Tiff ~ anr rr · 
~ ~ :wciN $T ~T if ~ ~ ~ 
'fflnft ~CiT CflT ~rtf WfQ)"f. ~· \:1~ ~fl"n"" IT 
iSfQLIT ~T ~of ~ ~~ ~ urr it 
~ ~m- srcrni ~ m 1'Lig dfOT orfuT (f)~ 
~ tffT ffifm ~ Ji 1t lJ) +:fY ~ 2ftrur ql~ 
6T ~ ~:mnfl ~m- RR ~ UE ~Trrcft-
6T ¢it: 6t ~ 1 § t-cr-rrm ~ ue ~T Wi ~ q;rft-

.g Cflt01 3lc-a It! IT cvT lfDT <J)l?~T ~ ~T )'qaT 

1. Indra, Brahmachari &. Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
M and i r M ei n , 1 9 2 9, p. 1 7 2 • 



$ ~ ~ ~ 1PT M cp)o;r guT g 1$UT 

~ :mrr ~ m cp*f *I 1TIT ET ffim'TT ~ 
~ ~ ~"f ;rrur ~T -IT ·~ ~(jjo r cmff 
E-l"TI mrr liTff .um ~ qq tt 1\m snit ~ 
-mr cpM [?!" ~ lil+fl ~ E~ -;nff 

\rn'IT t:T urn ~ 1PT ~ cr~ 1PTITJfiT ~ 

~sfto "('f"6f t:l7f ~ 6!f UrN ~ ocrJq I ~ ~ 

m GV 01 g-ror "fCJT ~ ti&T 1 ~ Qj ~ 
1P"f ~T'f'ifTI ~ (if([ .ff$ .1 m ~ tJ~ ·msff 

q ~ (1..-51 ~"f ~ ~ ~ crrn "$T ~T -;fEff 
"ffln.ft;{ fflT 1Tcf) ~ ."fErfT ~ ~ wtf 

~ ~ trtur"f crnr m Wi ~ {1..-tt-r QfJc q)r 
~ trTI:-crr fcrte ~tt fcrq~ 3f'hr T'qj'qCOJ Jll=*f"f QiT 
ufuA T -tf ~IT tr \T~ Jfh:r mTI tifTZm I 

ctclq 1 ~ Qft 3fnTm rr ·t.=rur um lFfm urM-
~ ~ ~~ ~ ctqtr ·1r rn fiT"f irrr iJ1-=JT sr 1 

CflnuT ffCIT tl Ffq 1PT 4~~ QQ)TIQ) ~ IT 11 

171 

The following song w~s sung often by Genda lal Dixit: 

1. (i) 

rrr lliR l!T1r Q- 1 m Cllm:r <iR (f)T 
1 llJiq 1.1T tifT . ('f'itQq(1 if g toE I ft ~ 

Indra, Brahmachari &. Sinha, Indradev, Kranti Ke 
Mandir Mein, 1929, pp.164-165. 

(ii) Gupta, Manmathnath, Bh•rtiya Krantikari Andolan 
Ka Itihas, Chapter 6, p,117. 



' ~ ~ ---· - . . ~- - ~ --' - .. - _ _.._ 

UR w-r ~T $~ CliCPT ~ 3fG$ I 

3fm~~"ET~TQ1cwc$ I 

m ~ 'tfnfj ET lfTIIT QjT $~T We ~ 

rrT fuJR" "l1T1r q ";f 3frtr $ffi1 tiR mT I I 

1JU1qJ"1T tiE lf~T ~\roT~ .&m- I 

3Th UJt tfff q-· miT- 3fTU w.rtT ~ ~ I I 
~ $ -;rnr liT ~ tf urcrr-fl ~ -ql- 1 

1'tR 1 trr~ u "l1TifT qfJ ~rn N m- 1 , 

trot mR 3fTIIT ~ ~~~In; ~T rrR mT I I 1 

Another song which was a special favourite of Shea 

Krishna was: 

~ ml-~ q5:r UT ~ crnfl-r q5:r 
m- &til ci mT ~ i4 ..-eT 4if fflPTI I I . 
~ ~ ~N mT ~, UT 'tT~ wfT tiT l 

<ffi JR ~ m- 3m- 5TI ;rcff ffiflfr I I 

3fTI'liT 3IliT ~ ~ lUJ Pl ~ ~T fm" 
lmi tm tl0i- Qj:r ·err ~t!r- ~ ~ 11 

A couplet composed by Ramadin: 

tn:r Eli \ITf m Qj,_ 1UJ ... q , ifflT -m 
~ err lfFr tff"r, 3fh- 61f ~rr eT 1 I 1 

. 
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1 • Shukla, Chi ntamani Prof., M ai npuri ·Jan pad Ka 
Rajnaitik Itihas, Chapter 5, p.76. 

2. Ibid., pp.7B-79. 
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'GUPTA CHARYA 1 AND 1 SH ILPKARI 1 
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_gfTION - I 

1 Guptacharya 1 B£_ 1 Jasusi 1 (Secret Service).
1 

It was meant to spy out where the Government 

Tre~sury was and how much was in it, the strength of the 

British and the native troops in the various garrisons and 

2 the number of arms there. Also included in the secret 

service was the spying out of suitable place for dacoities} 

The members engaged in 'guptacharya 1 or 'jasusi• were 

further required to prepare persons for membership and then 

inform the leaders as it was the leaders who alone could 

admit the members. 4 

It is interesting to note that the C.I.D.obtained 

the first disclosure of the objects of the conspiracy from 

5 Jaipur in December 1916. when Shea Krishna's efforts to 

get recruits and arms in Jaipur were discovered by the 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

l'-1ainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgmen,i, Part II, 
Vo1.11, p.4. 

~i.npuri~onspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 6, 1919, Vo1.12,p.74. 

1...!2i:.9· 

1...!2i£•, dated June 17, 1919, Vol.12, p.113. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Mr. sands' note on the Conspiracy Case, dated 
february.19, 1919, p.363. 

r 
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authorities of that State who communicated with the C.I.D. 

of the United Provinces.
1 We may recall that the recruit-

ment of members fell under the 'Gupta Charya' branch of the 

Society's activities.
2 A 1 etter writ ten to Raj Bah ad ur, 

3 

a member of the society studying in the Maharaja's 

Collegiate School, Jaipur,
4 by Shea Krishna under the 

'nom de plume' of Mahendra came to the notice of the Police 

Assistant to the Agent to the Governor General in Rajputana. 

Shea KriS1na in this letter had asked Raj Bahadur "to incite 

some reliable persons with a view to enlist in the 'santan 

society' of which both of them are members and to plunder 

the rich and to murder the enemies of their cause 11 •
5 

On the occasion of the Viceroy's visit to Jaipur 

in November 1916, all the C.IoD. officials had been warned 

1 o Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Judgment, Part II, 
Vo 1. 11 , pp o 2-3 • 

2. Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 17, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.113. 

3. ~inpuri Conspiracy ~, f..2d.ic e file No.113. 
Report by C.Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919,p.311. 

4. Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Abhay Pado Mukherji, dated June 10, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.49. 

s. Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Report by C. sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Sp e cia 1 D u t y , C • I • D • , d a t e d J a n u a r y 3 , 1 91 9 , p • 311 • 
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to be on the look out for suspected 'anarchists'. 

Accordingly, a young Bengali, by the name of Shri Pado 

Banerjee, employed as head clerk in the Jaipur State C.I.D., 

had asked a friend of his, Abhay Pado Mukherji, to inform 

him if he came across any boys at his School with revolu-

t . "d 1 ~onary ~ eas. As chance would have it, Abhay Pado was a 

student in the Jaipur Maharaja's Collegiate School and in 

the same class, i.e., class IX, in the year 1916. And as 

he became acquainted with Raj Bahadur, Abhay Pado discovered 

from his conversation2 that he had strong anti British 
7 

3 feelings and belonged to a revolutionary party. From Raj 

Bahadur, Abhay Pado learnt that there was a society called 

t h e n sa n tan Sam it i" ( Y o u n g M en ' s A s soc i a t ion ) I ' sa n tan 

samiti' was probably the local name of the Society at 

Mainpuril at Mainpuri under the leadership of Shea Krishna, 

of which Raj Bahadur was a member and was entrusted with 

the task of recruiting new members in Jaipur. 

One day Abhay Pado had occasion to borrow a book 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
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2. 

3. (i) 

( ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Judgmen1, Part III, 
Vol. 11 , p .1 6. 
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from Raj Bahadur. He had missed the Geometry class and Raj 

Bahadur being in another section of the same class, he had 

borrowed the Geometry book from the latter. When Abhay 

Pado opened the book he found a letter in it addressed to 

Raj Bahadur, signed Mahendra. 1 (one of Shea Krishna's 

Society names). Since Abhay Pado already suspected Raj 

Bahadur, he felt curious to see what was written in the 

letter and so he read it. The letter enjoined Raj Bahadur 

to recruit some reliable men for the •santan Society•, and 

to collect arms in Jaipur where there was no Arms Act in 

force, for which purpose the writer should send the 

necessary funds. It was also stated in the letter that the 

arms were required to loot substantial men and to kill any 

one who opposed them. The money was to be collected to 

upset the Government. The letter further urged on him the 

need of explaining to the members how oppressive the British 

Government was and the need of freeing the country from its 

clutches in some way or the other. 2 After reading the 

letter Abhay Pado was just about to put it in his pocket 

when Raj Bahadur came up from behind and took it. In the 

evening Abhay Pado faithfully reported all this to Shri Pado' 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri ConsEi~y Case, ~ions Record. State- , 
ment of Abhay Pado Mukherji, dated June 10, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.49. 

~·· pp.49-50. 

; : 



.• 

v--· 

A • 

J77 

who directed him to get hold of the letter somehow. But, 

next morning when Abhay Pado asked Raj Bahadur to show him 

the letter again, Raj Bahadur informed him that as directed 

in the letter, he had burnt it. Abhay Pado did not notice 

in reading the letter any direction to burn it. He had 

read the letter quickly. 1 But later Raj Bahadur showed 

Abhay Pado 5 or 6 other letters similar to the first one. 

Now in order to win the full confidence of Raj Bahadur2 

Abhay Pado started expressing similar views and his own 

disapproval of the Government. He also promised to join 

the Society. Abhay Pado thought that if Raj Bahadur was 

introduced to Shri Pado, the latter would be able to find 

out further particulars. In pursuance of this plan, he 

told Raj Bahadur that Shri Pado was a leader of a very 

important anarchist party in Bengal and had been given 

title of F.R.B.S. (Fellow of the Bengal Revolutionary 

Society) from that society and that he himself was an ordi-

nary member. He suggested that if the leaders of two 

3 
societies met they would increase in strength. Raj 

------ --------------------------·-------------------·-------
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Bahadur did not know that Shri Pado was a friend of Abhay 

Pado although he had seen Abhay Pado with him and three of 

them used to even play together. When Raj Bahadur asked 

who Shri Pado was, Abhay Pado told him it was the Shri Pado 

with whom he had been playing. Four or five days after the 

introduction, Shri Pado told Raj Bahadur that he was in the 

C.I.D., having been sent by his party to join it in order 

to find out their secrets. In other words, he gave Raj 

Baha du r to understand that he was an anarchist 'spy in the 

C.I.D. I 1 Raj Bahadur, however, did not accept Shri Pado • 

at once. He made enquiries about him and his Society. 

Regarding the Society, he asked Abh ay Pado when he had 

joined it, how many weapons the party had, what dacoities 

they had committed and the society names of the members, 

etc. He also wanted to know more about 'F.R.B.s.•. Abhay 

Pado told him that his society was in Calcutta and that the 

title F.R.B.S. had been conferred on Shri Pado at the General 

Meeting of the Society, as to the other particulars his 

leader Shri Pado would know. 2 Raj Bahadur subjected Shri 

Pado to a similar interrogation asking him how many members 

were there in his society and he did not ask Shri Pado how 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
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many dacoities they had committed. Shri Pado proved to be 

very clever and in answer to all Raj Bahadur's questions 

said that he would tell everything, after the two societies 

1 had amalgamated. Abhay Pado then tried to extract some 

information regarding the other members of the Society in 

Jaipur. He asked Raj Bahadur to introduce him to any other 

members of his society at Jaipur. However, he got no res-

ponse from Raj Bahadur and refrained from pressing the 

issue for fear of arousing Raj Bahadur 1 s suspicion. 2 

Raj Bahadur corresponded with Shea Krishna on the 

subject. In reply Shea Krishna wrote (under the name of 

Mahendra) to ask several questions about Abhay Pado and 

particularly about Sh ri Pado. He asked Raj Bahadur to make 

careful enquiries about his authenticity, lest they may be 

deceived and annihilated. He expressed his desire to meet 

Shri Pado personally before deciding on an amalgamation of 

the two societies. Shea Krishna, in the letter, reiterated 

the need to make careful inquiries about Shri Pado. Lastly 

he asked him to convey to Shri Pado that he would like 

1 0 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Shri Pado Banerji, dated June 19, 1919, 
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Shri Pado to come and see him at Mainpuri before December 

20, 1916, the expenses would be paid by the society. Raj 

Bahadur was instructed to send a wire in case Shri Pado 

decided to go to Mainpuri, giving the date of arrival and 

the train; Shea Krishna himself would meet him at the 

station. Before finally ending the letter Shea Krishna 

asked Raj Bahadur to let him have a detailed history of 

Shri Pado. 1 

Raj Bahadur, having satisfied himself regarding 

Shri Padop furnished him with a letter of introduction 

addressed to Mahendra (Shea Krishna) and Shri Pado proceeded 

to Mainpuri. Before he left, Shri Pado contrived to obtain 

from Raj Bahadur a post card and a letter received from 

Mahendra 2 in connection with the society3 which he made 

over to Sardar Bishen Singh, Police Member of the Jaipur 

4 Darbar. 
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(ii) 
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Thus, Shri Pado Banerji proceeded to Mainpuri to 

meet Shea Krishna, with the ostensible object of linking up 

the Bengal Anarchist Society with Shea Krishna Is It santan 

Samiti" society at Mainpuri; the real object being to find 

1 
out about the conspirators and get them arrested. The 

day he reached Mainpuri, he put up at a 'sarai 1 and the 

following day he went to inquire for Shea Krishna at the 

Mission Boarding House, where he 1rJas told that Shea Krishna 

had gone out. In the boarding house, Shri Pado made the 

acquaintance of several boys with whom he left a message 

for Shea Krishna to meet him at the •sarai 1 where he was 

staying. On the evening of December 19,1916, the interview 

between Shri Pado and Shea Krishna took place in the 

'l\1ainpuri Sarai' where they spent that night 2 in each othe'X'·s 

3 
company. Shri Pado gave his letter of introduction to 

Shea Krishna in which it \"lias written that he was a reliable 

----- ---------------·--------------------·-----------------------
1. Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Sessions Record. State

ment of Shri Pado, dated June 19, 1919, Vol.13, 
pp.134-135. 

2. Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Proceedings'in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Statement 
of Shri Pqdo, dated April 12, 1919, Vol.3,p.120. 
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ment of Shri Pado Banerji, dated June 19, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.134. 

( ii) I bid., Statement of Constable Chandan Lal, Main
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man and could be trusted. In the course of their converse-

tion Shea Krishna told Shri Pado that object of his Society 

was to turn the perfidious English out of India ("Oaghabaz 

Angrez") and that they considered three requiremen~s essen-

tial for the purpose - physical power, money and weapons. 

They were to get the necessary power by enlisting men in 

the society and by practising celibacy. The money would be 

obtained by dacoities in the villages near by. The arms 

would be purchased from distant places with the proceeds of 

dacoities. Regarding the proposed amalgamation of the two 

societies Shea Krishna promised to write to Shri Pado late; 

but he neverthele ss 11 asked Shri Pado to send same men from 

his society to teach his men to make bombs and also some 

men t h 1 i . tt . d . t . 1 o e p n comm~ 1ng aco1 1es. Wh en Sh r i P a do 

asked Shea Krishna, who l.vere were the members of his 

society, Shea Krishna did not enlighten him, saying that he 

would write about them in the letter he had promised to send. 

However, Shri Pado did succeed in getting a confirmation of 

the Agra Arms episode, when the society's arms had been 

seized at Agra, this incident having been mentioned to him 

by Raj Bahadur. He also succeeded in getting the names of 

Dammi Lal and Deb Narain in that connection, which Raj 

-----------------------------------------------·------------------------
1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State

ment of Shri Pado Banerji, dated June 19, 1919, 
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Bahadur had not mentioned. On his return from Mainpuri 

Shri Pado submitted his report to the Jaipur State. 
1 

Shea Krishna, on the other hand was also not 

completely without suspicion as to the authenticity of 

Shri Pado and his society. Accordingly investigations were 

started for which purpose Pratap Singh was even sent to 

Jaipur and the fraud was discovered in time. 2 Thus, 

before Raj Bahadur could be arrested, he disappeared from 

J 
. 3 

aJ.pur. 

Shea Krishna's room in the Mission School Board-

ing House, Mainpuri was searched at the instance of the 

C.I.D. by A.H.Kidwai, Deputy Superintendent of Police of 

Mainpuri on January 11, 1917. 4 A Hindi letter dated 

5 Prayag January 4, 1917, was found in Shea Krishna•s box. 

The letter was written by Deb Narain who had signed his 
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1 name as "Sewak 11 • The letter evidently referred to matters 

connected with the conspiracy and related among other 

things that the writer was busy converting to his views a 

certain student 11 who had the honour of associating with 
. 2 

Mahatma Hoti Lal Varma" (convicted of sedition in 1908 in 
. 3 

Aligarh and sentenced to transportation, ) and that as a 

test he had got him to prepare a drug which the writer had 

sent to Shea Krishna to experiment with. He enjoined the 

latter not to take the life of any human being while 

testing it, but to learn its capacity by using it on some 

4 animal such as a cat or a dog. The formula for the drug 
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1 
was given as Ch.Cl.3. It was believed at first that the 

formula referred to was a dangerous explosive but on being 

discovered that it was the formula for Chloroform interest 

was dropped and no further steps were taken against Shea 

Krishna. 
2 Thus, the enquiry failed to discover any 

details of the conspiracy, only that 11 Shea Krishna was a .. 

youth of advanced political views and a likely man to be 

trying to form a revolutionary society", and that some 

suspicious movement was afoot at Mainpuri.
3 

The authori-

ties, a1so suspected that a group of students at Mainpuri 

had come under the influence of "the notorious agitator 

5atya Deo" and held extreme political opinions. 
4 

After 

this incident extreme caution was exercised by the society.5 

One day a •sanyasi 1 visiting the Mission School 

-------------------------------·----------·-------------------------
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was suspected by Shea Krishna and Chandradhar to be a 

C. I. D. rna n. 
1 He was called into the Boarding House 2 and 

given a thorough beating by the members of the society and 

ch'lsed by them until Mitchell (Master) came to his rescue. 
3 

After Shea Krishnap Chandradhar and Prabhakar had 

passed their examination in 1918, they wished to stay on in 

the Boarding House. But John (Teacher) would not let them 

to do so. They plotted to steal the boarding house things 

to get Mitchell to turn him out and if he did not do so, 

John should be beaten up. They also suspected John of 

being connected with the c.r.n. 4 

On November 20, 1918, John was assaulted by the 

boys of the Mission High School, the assault being made on 

behalf of the society. Nine boys were expelled - Jiwa Ram, 

Budh Sen, Liladhar, Ram sarup, Sital Singh, Devendra Nath, 

1 • 
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(ii) 

4. 

Personal interview with Karhori Lal. P~~ase see 
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Kripa Shankar, Jai Dayal and Sidh Nath. 1 

Recruitment and Training of Members: 

In 1917, a strike was arranged in the Mission 

School, Mainpuri by Shea Kri~na, Prabhakar, Chandradhar 

and Puttu Lal, in order to promote unity among the boys as 

a result of which they hoped to get many recruits. 2 There 

1.-1as some trouble in the School about the boys putting 

sandal paste on their foreheads. Sheo Krishna, Dalpat, 

Chandradhar, Prabhakar, Ram Narain all used to put sandal 

paste on their foreheads as did most of the Hindu boys 

when Mitchell objected to itp all the boys went on strike. 

Mitchell reprimanded the boys saying that they had their 

heads full of revolutionary ideas. There was a public 

meeting held in Mainpuri, which Mitchell did not attend. 

The next day, however, Mitchell apologised to the public. 3 

And as a matter of fact the Society got some new members 

after the school strike. lila Dhar, Babu Ram, Shambhu 

Dayal, Kripa Shankar and Kamal Singh joined as a direct 

1 • Maine uri Con seirac~ Case, Sessions Record. State-
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 1 91 9' Vol.12, 
p.27. 

2. ~., dated June 4' 1 91 9, Vol.12, p.J. 

3. l.Ei.9.. , dated June 6, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p.27. 
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r e s ul t o f t h e s trike • 1 

Dalpat Singh was prepared by Sheo Krishna and 

Sidh Gopal to become a member of the Gupta Sanstha. He 

had joined the First Special Class in the Mainpuri Mission 

School - after having passed the Vernacular Middle Exami-

nation from the Tahsili School in 1915. Dalpat Singh took 

admission in the Boarding House, where Sidh Gopal was the 

Boarding House Monitor. Dalpat Singh had been entrusted 

to Sidh Gopal 1 s care by his (Dalpat 1 s) brother, as there 

was a connection between the two families~ Dalpat Singh's 

sister and Sidh Gopal's cousin being married to two 

brothers. Sidh Gopal put Dalpat Singh in the same room as 

Sheo Krishna, who was then studying in class VIII. 2 

Dalpat Singh's training was rendered easy by the fact that 

he shared a room with Shea Krishna. 3 They prepared Dalpat 

Singh by giving him "Hindi Sahitya" books to rea~t:l, which 

included biographies of certain persons and accounts of the 

country. Both Sheo Krishna and Sidh Gopal would then ask 

him the result of his readings. Shea Krishna then used to 
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tell him that he would make him (Dalpat Singh) a member of 

a society "that made bombs and worked like the Bengalis". 

Some of the books lent to Dalpat Singh were: "Napolean 

Bonaparte", "Chhatrapati Shivaji", "Meri Fiji Mein Ikkis 

Bara s", 11 Kul i Pra tha", 11 German Ja sus Ki Ram Kahani 11 , 

11 Manushya Ka Adhikar", "Swadeshi Andolan Aur Boycott", 

"Bharatpur Ki Laraiu, 11 Gita 11 , uBhishma Pratigya", "Nav 

Yuvakon Utho", "Desh Ki Dasha Aur Hamara Kartavyau, llBooks 

of Swami Satyadeo 11 and "Anand Mathn, 1 by Bankim Chandra 

Chatterjee, which was used as primer for revolutionaries. 2 

The book II swadeshi Andolan Aur Boycott" was 

proscribed in U.P. in 1911.
3 

These books were given to Dalpat Singh over a 

period of 3 years, and in July 1917, he was eventually made 

a member of the Secret Society, 4 and was given the society 
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name of Romesh Chandra Datt. 1 Before being admitted, 

Dalpat was made to take a meal with Shea Krishna, Prabhakar 

Ram Narain and Sidh Gopal. This was done in March 1917. 2 

When Dalpat Singh became an active member of the 

Society, he prepared Babu Ram to become a member by lending 

him and persuading him. He also lent books to Liladhar and 

introduced him to Shea Krishna. 

Liladhar in turn coached Kamal Singh to become a 

member. Kripa Shankar, Devendra Nath and Bihari were 

3 coached by Ch~ndradhar. 

Somdeo 1 s connection with the conspirators began 

by his making the acquaintance of Ram Prasad of Shahjahan-

pur whom he met first at one Swami Somdeoji's house in 

Shahjahanpur, and shortly after again at Shahabad in 

District Hardoi where the former had gone to attend an Arya 

samaj meeting.Ram Prasad recited to him poems about the 

service of the mother country and the need of freeing it, 

and requested Somdeo to procure for him a copy of the book 
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'Anad Math', Somdeo sent him the copy from Kanpur having 

obtained it from the Nav Yuvak Library there. Correspon-

dence between the two followed. Shortly after, Somdeo 

moved to Lucknow, where he was visited by Ganga Singh, a 

student of the Reid Christian College, Lucknow, who came to 

him with the book'Anand Math' and a letter from Ram Prasad. 

In the letter Ram Prasad said that he was returning the book 

through his friend Ganga Singh, who had come to Lucknow to 

study and that Somdeo should help him. Ganga Singh was 

living at a 1 te1i's' house in Dogawan mohalla. He asked 

Somdeo to find a house for him, but as Somdeo did not know 

himp he did not do anything to help him.(Ganga Singh1 ) It 

was only when Ram Prasad wrote another letter to him asking 

him again to help Ganga Singh, as they both were his 

friends, did Somdeo agree to help him. First of all Somdeo 

agreed to let Ganga Singh's letters come to his address in 

Ganesh Ganj Mohalla. Ganga Singh would come every evening 

to fetch his letters and the two of them would also 

converse a littleo Some days later Ganga Singh brought 

another man with him, Bhagwandin (Deo Narain} who also 

2 began to visit Somdeo regularly. It was from (janga Singh 
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that Somdeo first heard of the society and Ganga Singh made 

him a member, but it was not till early in 1918 that the 

formal oath was administered to him by Deb Narain, who had 

been introduced to Somdeo under his society name Bhagwan-

din, by Ganga Singh, soon after Somdeo had made the 

latter's acquaintance. Somdeo was not given a society name 

but was spoken of by his fellow conspirators as Sharma. 

One day Somdeo expressed his wish to do some 

shilpkari (Industrial end swadeshi work) Bhagwandin (Deb 

Narain) told him that he could do some good work, if he 

joined a sanstha. He could not possibly do anything alone. 

Next day, he showed Somdeo a paper which contained the 

rules and regulations of the Secret Society. After that he 

asked Somdeo to sign a vow (Pratigya Patra). However, 

Somdeo became a member of the society long before he signed 

1 the vow. Ganga Singh had made him one, giving him daily 

a discourse on the subjects in which the society was 

interested • ) Govind Singh also came to Somdeo ~vith an 

introduction from Deb Narain. He had come to Lucknow to 

study but he could not get admission anywhere as all the 

schools were already full. So Ganga Singh asked' Somdeo to 

1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.B4. 
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let Govind Singh stay at his shop and sell books for him, 

to which Somdeo agreed. Now in order that Somdeo, Ganga 

Singh, Govind Singh and Madho Master (who was absconding 

after the Nagla Jasrath dacoity) might all live together. 

1 Somdeo moved into a larger house where they used to be 

visited by various other members of the society including 

Genda Lal, Ram Prasad, Pratap Singh and Dammi Lal and Lala 
. 2 

Ramadhin. Any special expenses incurred on behalf of any 

member who came to Somdeo's house, would be entered in the 

3 memo of accounts. 

According to Matadin, Ganga Singh was described 

as a man with advanced political views, who held that until 

India got Home Rule, there could be no social or economic 

progress. He used to sing anti-British songs, songs about 

slaves in South Africa, Bande Mataram, etc. On one 

occasion, when Matadin tried to persuade Ganga Singh to get 

married, Ganga Singh replied, "I am a slave and I do not 

want to raise sons to be slaves". One of the songs which 

Matadin heard ran as follows: 

1 • 

2. 

J. 

"Awake, awake, why are you lying in idleness 

~inpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12,p.B4. 

Ibid., p.BS. 

1Bi2·· p.84. 



after drinking wine? The foreigners are 

drawing all your wealth, etc. 11 1 

The above examples show the manner in which new 

members were recruited and prepared. 

SECTION - II 

'Shilpkari 1 (Industrial~tivity)a 

It was meant for the encouragement of Indian 

• d t . . 2 
~n us rJ.eso The object of this branch was to get only 

the Indian articles sold and the sale of foreign articles 

stopped and besides opening Swadeshi Industries to learn to 

3 make cartridges, bombs, etc. 

interest 

Evidence is also available of the Society's 

in 
4 industrial propaganda. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~ions Re~. State
ment of Matadin Tiwari, student at the Reid 
Christian College, Lucknow, dated June 20, 1919, 
Vol.13, pp.145-146 •. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~grnen!, Part II, 
Vol.11, p.4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sorndeo, dated June 17, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.112. 

Mainpuri Conspirac~~' Judgm~!' Part II, 
Vol.11, p.4. 
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About the fourth week of September 1918, Ganga 

Singh injured his hand, when a bottle in which he was 

mixing ingredients for loading bombs, burst in his hand.
1 

We have already seen that Shea Krishna had asked 

Shri Pado, when the two had met for the first time to send 

some men to teach his men to make bombs, which goes to 

prove that the society was keenly interested in such \-.tork. 2 

Sheo Krishna and Gopi Nath are known to have made 

shot by cutting bars of lead in Gopi Nath's house in Main-

puri. The lead bars were cut with a knife, the knife being 

hammered by a chisel. The pieces so cut were put in an 

iron kettle and stirred with a 'Kulhari' and the friction 

3 served to rub off the edges and make them round. 

A keen interest was also shown by certain 

conspirators in learning the art of weaving. 4 Ganesh Datt 

--------·---------------------------------------------------------------
1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Co~iracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 14, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.96. (Somdeo got this.information from Deb 
Narain). 

Ibid., Statement of Shri Pado, dated June 19, 
1919, Vol.13, p.135. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Statement 
of Dalpat.Singh, dated March 28,1919, Vol.3, p.2\ 

~npuri Conspiracy Cas~, Judgment, Part II, 
Vol.11, p.9. 
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(Pratap Singh's Society name) was a student at the Tyler 

Weaving School, Shahjahanpur, for two or three months 

about September 1917, but he was not a regular student. He 

wanted to learn weaving but as he was not a weaver by 

profession ( 1 julaha') he could not, according to the rules, 

be admitted to the regular weaving classes. About August 

Dammi Lal under the name of Ram Lal had also gone to the 

Superintendent of the Tyler Weaving School, Himmat Lal. He 

had gone to him 3 or 4 times to learn weaving. But Himmat 

Lal told him that he could not admit him to the weaving 

class and he could join the knitting class- Raja Ram was a 

frequent visitor to the Tyler Weaving School, from where he 

d t h . t• 1 1 use o pure ase var~ous ar ~c es. 

About 200 paces from the Tyler Weaving School, 

was the Prem Vidyalaya, 2 where Ram Prasad had set up a 

loom with the help of some other boys of the Mission School, 

Shahjahanpur. Prem Vidyalaya was a School for the 

Depressed classes in Katia Tola, Shahjahanpur. The Presi-

dent of the School, Ganga Sahai, had given permission to 

some boys of the Mission School to live in a portion of the 

1 0 

2. 

Mainpur.i._!;;onspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Himmat Lal, dated June 19, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.141. 
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Prem Vidyalaya, who had moved in from the house of a 

contractor of the District Board, Debi Charan. It was in 

their quarters that the loom was set up 'aHd Ram Prasad, 

t ~ ,_, made frequent visits and took the greatest interest in 

1 the work. Ra madhin had a cloth shop in Shah jaha npur, 

called "S~-Jadeshi Bhandar"o 2 In the searches which 

followed the discovery of the consp{racy, 242 printed 

copies of a vow to purchase 'SWadeshi' articles only, were 

recovered from Raja Ram's house.
3 

Thus, it is clear that the Society's programme 

was a fairly exhaustive one, involving not only political 

activities of a 'military' & 'literary' nature, but also 

'industrial' like the encouragement of 'Swadeshi' 

industries. 

1 0 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Maharaj Singh, Mukhtiyar of Shahjahanpur 
and Secretary for the Prem Vidyalaya, dated June 
19, 1919, Vo1.13, p.1.;t3. (Maharaj Singh said 
that he had seen the loom working several times). 

Ibid., Statement of Debi Charan, Contractor, 
d'a't'Sd June 1 9, 1 91 9 , Vol. 1 3 , p. 1 4 4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II, 
Vol • 11 , p • 9 o 

Please see Appendix ~ 
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APPENDIX- IX. 

·-The 2nd 1-,ebruary 1911 • 
. i \ . 

No .15 J /'11.).-i-:42 • 
-~ 

of Agra and Oudh 

'l'he Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinc;es 

having seen a translation in Urdu o:f t1 bouk 

entitled "Swadeshi andolan aur bay:kat" (the Swadeshi agitation and 

boys:ott) by Ma.dha.va. Rao Sa.pre of ~a.gpur , published UJ?-der the 

auspices of the Swa.deshi Samdaya., Allahabad, and printed at the: 

Belvedere Steam Printing Works in Alla.r~1~d, considers that it 
\ 

contains passages likely to bring into hatr~d or contempft• ~ the 

Government established by law in British India and to excite: 

disaffection towards the said Government; he therefore de-clare-s 

the said book :forfeited to His Majesty in accordance with the 

· powers vested in him by section l:d l) of the India Press 
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As stated earlier, no further action was taken 

after the search of Shea Krishna's room in January, 1917. 1 

In March, 1916, the prosecution of the Agra Arms case had 

also been withdrawn by the Agra Police. 2 The pasting up 

of the seditious leaflets in February-March, 1918, led to 

an enquiry by the C.I.D., but no satisfactory conclusion 

3 was reached. The first definite information about the 

secret society and its activities was given to the govern-

ment by Dalpat Singh when he went to the District Magistrate: 

Mainpuri on December 1, 1918 and denounced the conspiracy 

of which he was a member.
4 

It was on December 1, 1918, that the incident took 

place which led Dalpat Singh to the District Magistrate. On 

1 • Maineuri Conseirac~ Case, Judgment, Part I I I , 
Vol.11 , p.1 a. 

2. Maine uri Conseirac~ Case. Police file No.113. 
Mr. Sand s• note on the Conspiracy Case, dated 
February 1 9, 1 91 9' p.363. 

3. I bid. , Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 
1 91 9, p.313. 

4. Maineuri Conseirac~ Case, Judgment, Part III, 
Vol.11, p. 11 • 

4--:;> 
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that fateful day Ramdin went and awakened Dalpat Singh 

early in the morning at about 7 a.m. telling him that Shea 

Krishna wanted to see him at Gopi Nathys hawse immediately. 

Dalpat Singh took up a 'leta• and on the pretext of answer-

ing the call of nature, went to Gopinath's house with 

Aamdin. There he met Shea Krishna and Gopi Nath, who were 

engaged in cutting bars of lead in order to make shot. 1 

About Y2 seer of bullets were made at that time. Shea 

Krishna and Gopi Nath were in the upper story of Gopi Nath's 

house in Mohalla Chapatti. There was also about Y4 seer of 

Salt Petra crystals, an axe, a spade, one single barrelled 

and one double barrelled cap pistol. A cartridge belt for 

37 cartridges, a seven chambered breach-loading revolver 

belonging to Gopi Nath which was in a bag hung on a peg. 

2 Sheo Krishna had a 7 chambered revolver in his pocket. On 

seeing Dalpe t Singh, Sh eo Kri S1 na got up and lay down on a 

bed, and asking Dalpat Singh to cut the lead, proceeded to 

tell him of his plan to loot two men, Jassu Mahajan of 

Urthan and Dulli Kechi of Nagla Mukti. Since Urthan was 

near Dalpat Singh's village, Shea Krishna ordered Dalpat 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Statement 
of Dalpat.Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.J,p.21. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.4. 
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to go and spy out their houses, and methods of approach and 

another man would be deputed to go with him to whom Dalpat 

was supposed to point out the house. 1 Dalpat Singh, how-

ever, refused to do the work, saying that he had just 

recently returned from his home. He feared that owing to 

the promixity of his own village, he might be recognised by 

the people of Urthan, who might inform his brother and his 

brother on that event, would be extremely displeased and 

would demand to know what Dalpat Singh was doing there.After 

saying this Dalpat Singh asked Sheo Krishan to send Karhori 

Lal instead. 2 Gopi Nath said they could not send Karhori 

Lal- he was not a member of the Society.
3 Gopi Nath 

demanded to know how Dalpat Singh in any case got the idea 

that Karhori Lal was a member! Then saying that the charcoal 

should not be spoiled, he went down into his house below. 4 

He did not mention the name of the boy, who was making the 
. 5 
charcoal. 

1 • 

Dalpat was left alone with Sheo Krishna who 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat.Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3,p.22. 

2. 1J!i5!., pp. 22-23. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

I bid. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat.Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3,p.25. 
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appeared very angry at his refusal when Dalpat Singh 

informed him that he was going, Sheo Krishna in a very 

angry tone told him that henceforth, he would never ask 

Dalpat Singh to do anything. Having said that Shea 

Krishna got up and stood in the doorway of the staircase 

and took his pistol in his hand. And when Da lpa t Singh 

attempted to go out, Sheo Krishna called him back and wrote 

a paper which he handed to Dalpat Singh, demanding a reply 

1 within an hour. He was required to give an explanation 

for placing his family before the work of the society.
2 

Although Sheo Krishna wrote the document himself, he did so 
. 3 

on behalf of Gopi Nath. The following is a translation 

of the letter which reads as follows: 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Date- 1.11.18 

To be returned Assistant Magistrate's Office, 

Band e Ma tara m. 

Dear Brother, 

With extreme regret you are hereby 

!:1ainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.4. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment. Part III, 
Vol.11, p~11. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State 
men t of D a 1 pat Sin g h , d a ted June 4 , 1 91 9, V o 1 • 1 2, 
p.4. 
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required to explain why you consider your chief 

duty (Dharma) to care for your family members 

when you are prepared to sacrifice your life for 

the service of your country. Please reply within 

an hour. 

(Signed) Mahesh~'1 

The sight of the pistol in Shea Krishna's hand 

terrified Dalpat Singh. His only concern now was to save 

his life somehow. He asked for a piece of paper and wrote 

out a plausible explanation, 2 the translation of which is 

as follows: 

1 • 

2. 

"Date- 1.12.18. 

Notice received. I do not care for my 

family members because of incurring their dis-

pleasure or for fear of losing their pecuniary 

assistance, but because if they take me away from 

the school and keep me at home. I shall not be 

able to work for the society in such a way as I 

was doing till now. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part I, Exhibit No.10, Vol.B, p.17. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Statement 
of Dalpat .Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3, 
p.24. i .. 
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If the Society is ready to help me in 

all respects, I am quite ready to stay here and 

not care for any hard words from my family. 

(Signed) Romesh Chandra Datt." 1 

While Dalpat Singh was writing that answer, he 

made an attempt to go out, but was stopped by Shea Krishna.
2 

The reply satisfied Shea Krishna who reassured 

Dalpat Singh that there was no need for alarm. He and the 

3 
society would always extend any help that Dalpat needed. 

She.o 
As if to reassure him further~kr~~bn~proceeded to recount 

4 to him the list arms their society possessed. Thus the 

matter was settled, but Dalpat being apprehensive of what 

might happen to him if he ever again disobeyed Shea Krishna, 

determined then and there to denounce the society to the 

authorities and get the Sheo Krishna and his co-conspirators 

arrested. He was strengthened in this purpose by the fact 

that the society was strongly opposed to the members having 

family ties, 5 and when less than a month before, Dalpat 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 
s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part I, Exhibit No.9, Vol.B, p.17. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.4. 

llli·' dated June 9, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p. 3 9. 

Ibid., dated June 5, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p.22. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part I I I, 
Vol.11, p .11 • 
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Singh's wife had died, Shea Krishna had told Dalpat Singh 

that it was just what he wanted, i.e., Dalpat Singh's wife 

being dead he could not procreate slaves. Such sentiments 

were obviously beyond Dalpat Singh's comprehension. 1 

It may be noted here that although Dalpat Singh 

claimed that he was a loyal member of the society until 

2 December 1, 1918, he also admitted that in his heart, he 

was not true to the principles of the society. He had taken 

the oath of the society in all sincerity, 11magar dil se 

taiyar nahin tha". 3 He knew when he joined the society 

that he wo~ld have to commit dacoities and do any work that 

Shea Krishna required him to do. However, he had not 

thought that he would constantly have to risk his life. 

Therefore, he had decided that he, at least, would not run 

any personal risks. The others were prepared to give. their 

lives, but not Dalpat Singh. He was not ready to deli-

berately face death for the objects of the society. 4 
More-

1 • 

2. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
p. 24. 

Ibid., p.23. 

Ibid., dated June 6, 1919, Vol.12, p.30. 

Ibid., dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, pp.23-24. 
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over, Dalpat Singh had be en disheartened when he realised 

the enormity of the task which the society had undertaken -

that of turning the BritiS"l out of India. 1 It was fear of 

Sheo Krishna's pistol which finally drove him to the 
. 2 -

Collector. 

Dalpat Singh's statement expressing his views 

about one Ramesh Chandra Dutt after whom he was given his 

society name - namely that the Dalpat Singh had heard of 

Ramesh Chandra Dutt as being a good man and a patriot, but 

he did not try to model himself on him - is rather 

. . f. t 3 
Sl.gnl. J.Can • 

lrJhen Dalpat Singh left the house, he met Karhori 

lal bathing at a well, about 20 yards from Gopi Nath' s house. 

Since Dalpat Singh already suspected that the house where 

the charcoal mentioned by Gopi Nath was being made to be 

the one in which Karhori Lal lived and that Karhori Lal was 

the man who was making it, he decided to find out the house 

accordingly, he asked Karhori Lal to return his ring 

and 'durri', which Dalpat Singh had given to him two months 

1 • ~1aineuri Con seirac :i Case, Sessions Record. State 
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 1 91 9' Vol.12, 
p. 31 • 

2. I bid. , dated June 5, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p. 24. 

3. I bid. , dated June 7, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p.34. 
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back. Karhori lal expressed his inability to return the 

ring immediately but that he could get his • durri' •
1 

He 

made Dalpat Singh wait at the well while he went to get the 

'durri'. Dalpat Singh did not see the house Karhori lal 

came out of, only the house in front of which he passed, 

which was the one opposite that of Gopi Nath's. 2 Karhori 

lal gave Dalpat Singh the 'durri 1 • Dalpat Singh placed the 

'durri' and his 'leta• in his room in lala Dodhraj's house 

in Mohalla Chapatti, where he was living and straightaway 

went to the District Magistrate to tell him all that he 

knew about the society. He thought he might be punished, 

but would certainly get off more lightly than the rest, 

whereas if he displeased Shea Krishna ever again, Shea 
. 3 

Krishna would definitely kill him. 

Dalpat Singh reached the District Magistrate's 

house at about 9.00 a.m., but was able to see him by about 

11 • 4 5 4 a.m. That day December 1, 1918, was a Sunday, the 

day on which the District Magistrate of Mainpuri, Rai Radha 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
pp.S-6. 

I bid. 

I bid. 
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Raman Bahadur received visitors. 1 Dalpat Singh sent word 

2 by the Collector's orderly. However, the District Magis-

trate was only informed of his arrival after all the 

visitors had gone, when the orderly came and told him that 

a school boy wished to see him, at which time he refused to 

see any one as his time for seeing visitors was over. The 

orderly took the message to Dalpat Singh, but came back 

again saying that the boy wished to give the Magistrate 

some information about arms. On hearing this the Magistrate 

3 immediately had Dalpat Singh call ad. When Dalpat Singh 

appeared before the Magistrate, he stated the more salient 
a 

features of the society. The District Magistrate was in.(hu:uy 

as 12 o• Clock was his lunch time. 4 After hearing a 

little of what Dalpat ~ingh had to say, Rai Radha Raman 

Bahadur decided that he ought to record his statement 

formally. Therefore, he administered the oath to Dalpat 

Singh and recorded his statement. 5 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District Magis
trate of Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.2SS • 

.!..!U:.Q., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.6 • 

..!J2.i2., statement of Rai Radha Raman Bah ad ur, 
District Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1919, 
Vo1.13, pp.255-256. 
Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 
1 91 9 , V o1 • 1 2 , p • 6 • 
Ibid., Statement of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
~rict Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1919, 
Vo1.13, p.256. 
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In his statement, Dalpat Singh gave the informs-

tion that the leader of the society in Mainpuri was Sheo 

Krishna, who was a student in the Mission School and was a 

political anarchist. At present he was reading privately 

and was intending to appear for his examination from Agra. 

He had no firm residence, and sometimes lived in a 

'dharamshala' in Mainpuri and sometimes with Gopi Nath, a 

student of Class IX in the Mission School and at that time 

he was present in Mainpuri. Dalpat Singh informed that 

Sheo Krishna and his men intended to commit a dacoity in 

the house of a Lala whose name was not known to him. They 

also intended to commit dacoities at the houses of Jassu 

Mahajan of village Urthan and Dulli Kechi of Nagle Mukat 
.. 1 

hamlet of Gangai. The gang was in possession of arms 

which were at the time in a delapidated house of a Lela in 

Mohalla Chapatti (name of the Lala not known). The details 

of the arms were as follows:-

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

11 Pistols, two breech loading revolvers, a 12 

bore breech loading gun, 2 talwars, 4 spears, 

Mainp~ri Conspiracy Case. Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part III. Exhibit No.359·A(Dalpat 
Singh's st~tement.recorded by District Magistrate 
Mainpuri, R.R.R. Bahadur on December 1, 1918), 
Vol.e, p.726. 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Police file No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official le~ter from Superinten
~ent of Police, Mainpuri to tbe Deputy Inspector 
General pf Police, Range 1, dated December 3,1918, 
p.199. 
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gun-powder, etc., hatchets, etc., also. 

The hatchets and 'phauras• were in the house of 

Gopi Nath. Shea Krishna was the Collector of the anarchist 

partly for this district and his 'Naib' (Deputy Collector) 

was Gopi Nath. Dalpat Singh admitted to knowing all this 

h h . lf b f th . t 1 as e J.mse was a mem er o e socJ.e y. He gave the 

names of the following men as being the members of the 

Society a-

1. Shea Krishna, 

2. Chand radha r 1 Kaye sth, who was working in the 

Sewa SBmiti and was well known, 

3. Jai Dayal, Brahman of Kuraoli, who was reading 

in Class X in the Mission School but was 

expelled from there on Nov~mber 21 or 22 that 

year, 

4. Gopi Nath, 

5. Babu Ram, Kayasth, student of Special Class 

:· XI, resident of village- Bara, near Bewar, 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Vernacular list of 
Exhibits, Part III, Exhibit No.359-A(Dalpat Singh's 
statement recorded by District Magistrate of 
Mainpuri, R.R.R. Bahadur on December 1, 1918), 
Vol.8, p.726. . . 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official le~ter from Superintendent 
qf Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy Inspector 
Gen~ral of Police, Range 1, .dated December 3,1918, 
pp.199-201 •. 



6. Prabhakar, Brahman of village Alipur Patti, 

now reading at Tundla. 

7. Ram Narayan of Alipur Patti, who was reading 

in the Medical College, Agra in the first 

year class, 

B. Lila Dhar, Ahir, who was turned out of the 

Mission School Boarding House and had gone 

to the Ahir School in Shikohabad in Class-VIII 

9. Shambhu Dayal, Kayasth of Nagla Debi, near 

Kuraoli, 

10. Devendra Nath, of Muthra who has been turned 

out of the Mission School, 

11. Sidh Nath, Khatri of Shikohabad, student of 

Class X in the Mission School. 

12. Budh Sen, Brahman, student of Class X, 

13. Sital Singh, Thakur of Class IX, 

14. Bhuray Singh, stud ant of Class X, 

15. Jhamman Lal, Brahman, student of Class IX 

( B Sect il!:l n) , 

16. Jagannath Prasad, Bania of Kuraoli, who kept 

a 1 pansari 1 shop, 

17. & 18. Two men of Alipur, whose names Dalpat 

Singh did not know and who were strong men of 

about 40 years of age, 

19. Sidh Gopal, Brahman, a teacher in the D.A.V. 

School, 
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20. Gulab Singh, Zamindar, Thakur of village 

Kalhor, 

21. Thakur Digbijai Singh of Parhira, 

22. Thakur Jagdamba Singh, who had his own 

following, 

23. Karhori Lal, Mahajan of Bewar, student of 

Class IX (A Section}, 

24. Pratap Singh, Thakur of No ner, 

25. Randhir, Ahir, of class IX, Mission School. 1 

Dalpat Singh also related the incident of the 

beating up of Mr.John and that some students had been 

rusticated both from the school and boarding house. 

He also told the Magistrate that Thakur Gulab 

Singh gave the society help by getting the gold and silver 

recovered in loots, melted at his house by •sonars' and 

giving it to 'sarrafs•. The same sort of assistance was 

1 • ( i} ~inpuri Conspiracy Case. Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part I II. Exhibit No.359-A(Dalpat 
Singh's st~tement.recorded by District Magistrate 
Mainpuri, R.R.R. Bahadur on December 1, 1918 ), 
Vol. 6, p. 725. 

(ii) Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official le~ter from Superinten
dent of Police, Mainpuri, to the Deputy Inspector 
General ~f Police, Range 1, dated .December 3,1916 ' 
pp. 201-203.' 
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given by Thakur Digbijai Singh. 1 

Dalpat Singh gave the following names as belong~ 

ing to those who were to commit the intended dacoities:-

1 • 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

1. Sh eo Krishna, 

2. Chandra Dhar, 

3 o P ra bh aka r , 

4o Babu Ram, 

5. Devendra Nath, 

6. Jai Dayal, 

7. Karhori, 

B o Jhamman La 1, 

9. Bhuray Singh, 

And others who were to come from outside some 

on foot and some by rail. 2 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Vernacular list of 
Exhibits, Part I II. Exhibit No.359-A{Dalpat 
Singh's statement recorded by District Magistrate 
Mainpuri, R.R.R. Bahadur on December 1, 1918), 
Vol.B, pp.724-725. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part I I I. Exhibit No.3 5 9-A(Dalpat 
Singh's statement recorded by District Magistrate 
Mainpuri, R.R.R. Bahadur, on December 1, 1918), 
Vol.B, p.724. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter from the Superin
tendent of Police, Mainpuri, to the Deputy 
Inspector G~neral of Police, Range 1, dated 
December 1, 1918, p. 203. 
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Dalpat Singh also gave information regarding the 

seditious leaflets pasted up in february in Mainpuri. He 

said that they came from Agra and Shea Krishna, Chandra 

Dhar, Prabhakar, Sidh Gopal, Gopi Nath and one other man, 

in all six, pasted them up. Dalpat said that he himself 

lived in a house in Mohalla Chapatti and that Shea Krishna 

was threatening to kill him. 1 

"The above is almost a complete translation of 

Dalpat Singh 1 s statement, as recorded by the District 

r"lagistrate. 1' 2 

After recording the statement, the District 

Magistrate sent for the Sub-Inspector, who was at Ganesh-

3 
burj outpost, by a written order. He arrived at the 

4 District Magistrate's house between 2 and 3 p.m. The 

District Magistrate handed over to the Sub-Inspector, 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

. 4 0 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Copy of a demi-ofticial letter from the Superin
tendent of Police, Mainpuri, to the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, Range 1, dated 
December 3, 1918, p. 203. 

llli· 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector Irtiza Husain, dated June 
10,1919, Vo1.13, p.53. 

Ibid., statement of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
District Magistrate, dated July 3, 1919, Vo1.13, 
p.256. 
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Irtiza Husain, Dalpat Singh's statement and made Dalpat 
~ 

Singh himself over to him to take to the D.S.P. and search 

the houses referred to in the statement and take action 

1 thereupon. The Superintendent of Police, Man Singh was 

away on casual leave, but returned in the evening. 2 

The Sub-Inspector took Dalpat Singh to the 

Deputy Superintendent of Police's house, but could not find 

him there as he had left for the station to go to Kosma. 

The Sub-Inspector hurried to the station along with Dalpat 

Singh, whom he left outside on reaching there. He showed 

the statement to the Deputy Superintendent of Police. He 

also ~ound Sheo Krishna and Chandradhar on the station 

platform and left ~ Sub-Inspector Malik Mohd. Khuda Buksh 

to keep a watch on them and if they should go to Mainpuri, 

to follow them. Dalpat Singh had told the Sub-Inspector, 

Irtiza Husain, beforehand that Sheo Krishna and Chandradhar 

would be at the station to fetch the men coming for the 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 10,1919, Vol.13, p.53. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official 1e~ter No.28, dated 
December 2, 1918, from Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
District Magistrate, Mainpuri, to the 
Commissioner, Agra Division, p.187. 
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dacoity. 1 

Dalpat Singh took the Sub-Inspector and the 

Deputy Superintendent of Police to Mohalla Chapatti, where 

he first pointed out a house which belonged to one Mulaim 

Singh. It was the one opposite Gopi Nath' s house with a 

lane 4 yards wide betw~en. Dalpat pointed it out as the 

house in which arms might be found. The house was shut 

and empty and was partly ruined. When opened some articles 

of a perfume seller 0 s stock in trade were found. It was 

evidently not used as a place of residence and nothing 

. . f d 2 susp1c1ous was aun • Next the Sub-Inspector searched 

~~3 Gapi Nath's house, pointed out by Dalpat. First he 

searched the Upper Storey ("ata") and then the lower part 

of the house which belonged to one 5alig Ram. Then Dalpat 

suggested that they should enquire as to where Karhori Lal 

lived. The Sub-Inspector asked Selig Ram, who pointed out 

the house adjoining Mulaim Singh's. It was here that the 

arms were found. Incidentally, Selig Ram was the owner of 

the house and Karhori Lal paid rent to him. He was also 

the owner of the upper part of the house in which Gopi Nath 

lived.~ 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 10, 1919, Vol.13, p.53. 

l..Ei:£!. 

Ibid., p.54. 
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The Deputy Superintendent of Police and the 

Kotwal (S.I.) were accompanied by several constables, who 

helped in the se~rches. Dalpat Singh remained outside the 

houses while they were being searched. The search lasted 

1 till about 11 p.m. Neither Karhori Lal nor Gopi Nath were 

present at the time of the searches. Karhori lal's house 

was chained from inside. Awadh Behari lal, Selig Ram's 

brother, was sent through the house of one Banwari Lal and 

thence he had entered Karhori lal's house and opened it 

from inside. Gopi Nath' s house was locked from outside. An 

ironsmith known as 'Misri Lahar' was made to force it open. 

The neighbours gave the information that both Gopi Nath and 

Karhori Lal had in their house that day. 2 

Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, prepared a search 

list of the things recovered at Gopi Nath's house. Certain 

papers were recovered which were as follows:-

1 • 

2. 

1. A Hindi document, signed 'Mahesh' dated 

1 • 11 • 1 91 8. 

A second document, dated 1.12.1918. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1 91 9, Vol.1 2, 
p.6. 

Ibid., Statement of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, 
dated June 10, 1919, Vol.13, p.ss. 
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These two papers were found together in a 

shelf in the wall in which other papers and 

books were also found. 

2. A Hindi document - poem "Khauf-i-afat se 
- 1 

kahan dil mein rea aegi", 

follows:-

which ran as 

.. :tffln 3f11R'f N CfiiT ~ ~ 'i' ~ Q I 3{ I ~Jfl 

5fTff · ff'EEft g ot crt ~ q- mrr 3flWtT 
tcn>r ~ ~~ ;r lff ~ ~ CITR qfJ \f(iiffi 

Trtr 'i'll4cfl ~ ~ (1:~~ qq;r 3f"rlrft 
~ \rOT WIT ~ ·~ ·~ m1Qj)- ~ rrT 

~Qllct qi~ ~ ~t- ~t ~ ~ 

BTJ=RT ey,- ~m ~ Cfi~ ~ ~ 
i&tr"~ ~ ffilj ~t lP*f ~ urQ:rr- .311uafl 
w Cfinr m ¢t ff ·urt cpffi E11m-
~ a aft 4 $T ~ urm lm 311~aA 
Jll rJOII ~ if ~iTT ~T ~ 'tTTirr 
ctUT 'i'6!Jll~afl 3fJfT ~ ~T J1 JUJf1 . . 
~ ~-)UJIJct!li ~ ~ r:rr ~ 
dJlf J:R"R ~ t~ cpnfl t1CT Jll uJf'l 
J$crr m t)e I UJf) ~ ffrtT rrf 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 11,1919, Vo1.13, pp.56-57. 
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(ITCfi ~ ~ tl'lb ~ ffGfT 311 uaf) . . 
YuJ ..-qJII ;{) ~ fft ~ ~ ~rft ~ qm 

• • 

m'f cvt UTQ trft m Q71T 311 nat) J.1 . . 
3. A document in Urdu entitled "Dekho to ek 

alam viran ho raha hai". 

4. A document in Hindi, viz, a poem "Vichar mein 

kyon baithe ho7". 

5. Mr.Arundale 1 s "Home Rule for India". 

6. Mrs.Annie Besant's "Home Rule". 

7. A book "America Bhraman" by Swami Satyadao. 

a. Mrs.Annie Besant 1 s "Home Rule" in Hindi. 

9. The 'Bhagwat Gita 1 in English and Hindi, 

2 translated by Mrs.Besant. 

Sub-Inspector,Irtiza Husain,made the following 

list of the articles recovered from Karhori Lal 8 s house, as 

a result of the search which was made from 7 to 9 p.m. by 

the light of lantern. In the upper part of the house some 

papers were founds-

1 • 

2. 

1. Four copies of "Bharatvarsh Ki Dasha Aur 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. list of Exhibits, 
Part I, Exhibit No.56 (Poem in Hindi recovered 
from the "atta" of Gopi Nath on December 1, 1919), 
V o 1. 8 , p. 4 7 • Pl e. a s. e. s e e A p ~ e.. n d .:i. "' - X 1 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 11,1919, Vol.13, pp.56-57. 



229 

hamara kartab". 

2. Book entitled 'The trial of Tilak' in Hindi 

and English. 

3. 20 copies of the Hindi leaflet entitled "Kill 
. 1 

the English and be Free". 

The arms and other articles were recovered from a 

room locked from outside, the lock being broken by one Din 

Dayal. They were as follows:-

1. A bandolier containing eighteen cartridges. 

(12 bore). 

2. 60 loaded and 3 empty - 380 bore revolver 

cartridges done up in a piece of cloth. 

3. 6 large revolvers cartridges - 455 bore and 

70 gun caps in a tin box and a tin of phone-

graph needles, all in a small markin bag. 

4. A spade without handle. 

5. An axe head. 

6. An iron chisel. 

7. Two swords in sheaths. 

B. A S.B. topidar pistol, loaded. 

9. A new S.B. topidar pistol. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------
1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State 

ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 11, 1919, Vol.13, pp.56-57. 
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10. Another S.B. topidar pistol. 

11. Another S.B. topidar pistol. 

12. A double barrel topidar pistol with one 

barrel loaded. 

13. A barrel of a pistol. 

14. A dagger (bichua) in sheath. 1 

15. A katar in sheath. 

16. A spear with a movable head. By unscrewing 

the head the shaft was converted into an 

ordinary lath i. 

17. SY4 chittacks of large and small shot in an 

earthen pot. 

1 B. A bundle of large and small shot weighing 

1BY4 chittacks. 

19. A pot containing rather over 2 chittacks of 

English gunpowder. 

20. The trigger mechanism of a pistol consisting 

of the lock, trigger, guard in two pieces 

and an iron pin, all wrapped up in a piece 

of cloth. 

21. 12Y2 chittack s of English and Hindi printers• 

type. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Reocrd. State 
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 11, 1919, Vol.13, p.57. 
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22. An iron ramrod about 12Y2" long. 

23. A bottle of mercury. 

24. 5 whistles. 

25. B Khaki Police Coats. 1 

After the searches Dalpat Singh was taken to the 

Kotwali and he remained there all night. In the morning he 

was taken to the Superintendent of Police's house where he 

remained till 1.30 p.m. 2 The District Magistrate was 

informed of the arms and other articles recovered and went 

to see them at the Superintendent of Police's bunglaw at 

about 9 a.m. Dalpat was already there. After inspecting 

all the articles and conferring with the Superintendent of 

Police, the District Magistrate thought it desirable to 

question Dalpat further. Thus Dalpat•s statement was 

recorded again by the District Magistrate that day, i.e., 

December 2, 1918. The District Magistrate's purpose in 

questioning Dalpat Singh that day, was to work out the 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. State 
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 11, 1919, Vol.13, p.SB. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. ~lice File No.113, 
Letter to Deputy Inspector General of Police from 
Biggane, Assistant to Deputy Inspector General 
of Police, C.I.D., U.P., dated December 7, 1918, 
p. 2P. 
Maineuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. State~ 
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 1919, Vol.12~ 
p.2B. 
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Nagle Jasrath dacoity. He questioned Dalpat from the 

information he already possessed about the dacoity. 1 

Dalpat Singh said he had taken part in the dacoity and 

mentioned the names of some others who were in it as being 

- Dammi Lal, Prabhakar, Ram Narayan, three men of Alipur, 

one of them a teacher in village Tindauli, Gopi Nath, 

Chandradhar, Sheo Krishna, Pratap Singh. The rest of the 

gang, he said, came from Kanpur, Agra and Ajmer and 

appeared from the English that they spoke to be students 

2 of B.Ao and M.A. classes. After making the statement 

before the Magistrate, Dalpat Singh was lodged in the jail. 3 

On December 2, 1918, Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 

the District Coilector of Mainpuri wrote to the 

Commissioner, Agra Division, saying - "I have to report a 

very important seizure of arms, ammunitions, shot, powder, 

papers and old police uniforms, etc., in a house in Mainpuri 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. State
ment of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District 
Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1918, Vol.13, 
p.257. 

Mainpuri ConsPiracy Case,Police file No.113. Copy 
of a demi-official letter from Superintendent of 
Police, Mainpuri to tne Deputy Inspector General 
of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 1918, p.20~ 

Maineuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. 
statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 1919, 
Vol.12, p.28 •. 
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town which revealed the existence of an extensive revolu-

tionary and anarchist society here •••••• The case is 

sufficiently important to be taken in hand immediately by 

the C.I.D." 

In this report, he also pointed out that a number 

of copies of the leaflets which had been pasted up in large 

numbers in Mainpuri and some other districts had also been 

1 recovered among the papers found in the house. 

Karhori Lal in whose house the arms, etc., had 

been found and who had absconded after the search 

surrendered himself on his own accord at the District 

Magistrate's house on the,December 3, 1918. The District 

Magistrate recorded his statement under section 164 Criminal 

2 Procedure Code. This statement, however, proved to be of 

little value. He admitted membership of the society and 

named another member already deeply implicated by the 

. . 1 . f t• 3 
or1g1na 1n orma 1on, i.e., Gopi Nath, who he said used 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter No.28, dated 
December 2, 1918, from Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
District Collector of Mainpuri to the Commi
ssioner, Agra Division, p.3. 

!Bi&·,Copy of a demi-official letter No.29,dated 
December 6, 1918, from Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
Collector of Mainpuri to the Commissioner, Agra 
Division, p.249. 

!Bii•• Report by Biggane, Assistant to Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, C.I.D., U.P., on 
December 7, 1918, p.209. 
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to bring the arms in from time to time and also take them 

h . d 1 away w en requ~re • 

On December 3, 1918, the Superintendent of Police, 

Mainpuri, submitted a "detailed and formal report" to the 

Deputy Inspector General of Police, Range 1. The Report 

dealt with Dalpat Singh's statement made to the District 

Magistrate on December 1, 1918, with the searches and 

recoveries made as a consequence. The following were 

mentioned as being under arrest:-

Sidh Gopal, Gopi Nath, Babu Ram, Dalpat Singh, 

She o Krishna, Ch andradh ar, Salig Ram ( Karho r i 

Lal was renting his house), Karhori Lal and 
' 2 
Dammi lal. 

The report further dealt with the second state-

ment given by Dalpat Singh on December 2, 1918, regarding 

the Nagla Jasrath dacoity. The Superintendent of Police 

went on to report to the Deputy Inspector General of Police 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter No.29, dated 
December 6, 1918, from Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
Collector of Mainpuri to the Commissioner, Agra 
Division, p.249. 

Ibid., Copy of a demi-official letter from 
Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, Range 1, dated 
December 3, 1918, pp.199-205. 
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that he had arranged for the immediate arrests of all men 

belonging to that district. 1 And that following the orders 

of the latter requiring the arrests of the men at Agra and 

Tundla, two men of the gang had been taken into custody, 

but nothing incriminating had been found on them - they 

were Sidh Nath and Lila Dhar. 2 He also reported that the 

District Magistrate had stopped him from taking any action 

against Gulab Singh, Digbijai Singh and Jagdamba Singh, 

until something more was discovered against them. Digbijai 

Singh was a leading Chauhan Thakur Zamindar of the District 

and ~as also an Hon'y Magistrate and the President of the 

° Chattri' Sabha. He was a k een• Arya samajist' o Gulab 

Singh ~as also a Chauhan Thakur Zamindar, who even held 

arms lie ence s and Jagd a mba Singh was also a Chauhan Thakur 

and a keen 'Arya Samajist•.
3 

It was also remarked that 

most of the students whose names had come out, were known 

to be of seditionist tendencies, their names having come 

out once before, in the enquiry made about the leaflets by 

Sub-Inspector, Jagannath of the C. I .Do and that they were 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter from Superinten
dent of Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 
1 91 8, pp. 205-207. 

I bid. 

I bid. , p. 207. 
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all 'Arya 5amajists•. 1 

Next, Deputy Inspector General of Police, Mr.M.C. 

Tweedie issued orders to have a thorough search made of the 

belongings of Ram Narayan, who was studying in the Agra 

Medical School and the recoveries were to be sent to 

Mainpuri. The Station Officer, Kotwali, was ordered to 

arrest Ram Narayan and take him to Mainpuri. A 11 book s a nd 

papers were to be taken into possession. This order was to 

be shown to the Principal. 2 In accordance with the orders, 

on the morning of December 3, 1918, Ram Narayan's room in 

his absence was forced open, in the presence of the Police 

and his belongings searched. In his box was discovered, 3 

4 a .450 five chambered revolver in a leather holster, 

101 rounds of ammunition 5 ( 83 revolvers and 18 rifle 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter from Superinten
dent of Police, Mainpuri, to the Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 
1918, p.207. 

~., Extract from a letter from M.C. Tweedie 
Esq., Deputy Inspector General of Police 

dated December 3, 1918, p.271. 

Ibid., D.O.No.3610/62-3 of December 5, 1918, to 
Colonel Mactaggart from E.J.O'Meara, p.271. 

!Bi£., Report by c. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C. I .D., dated January 3, 
1919, p.317. 

Ibid., D.O.No.3610/62-3, of December 5, 1918, to 
Colonel.Mactaggart from E.J. O'Meara, p.271. 



cartridges1 ), eight double edge daggers, 2 well sharpened 

and well kept. In his box were also found a number of 

seditious poems in Hindi and one in Urdu as well as a Hindi 
. 3 

form of oath of membership. The following is a Hindi 

translation of .the poem in Urdu recovered from the posse-

ssion of Ram Narayan:-

1 • 

2. 

.. ~C:Ul I d ~ "QTE t glT crTtm ijJ eT Q1~ 
EmPT ~ GrN Ti 3fN ~ amr qjsf}-. . 
El1 q- CftTT ~ ~ -g~ me ~ UEff 
3m rrto 'ijl 3fTitT -;nff wr UTrtmt Q)T .g 3f*f 

. . 
~ U11l'WlT ITli if ~ -ru-m ~"f 3frJT urm- 3f~ 

liiT iif1I ~ ~tlT 6li U1""l7f ~ ~ IT~ 

~ =errrrr * ~ ~ Q1T :mr cp$ff 

~ ~ ~ 11UTT grr urrtffi"T Q1T m Jr~ 
grR ll:rcrr cp"f PJff ~ 3m rrfq ~ ~I q I vr 
ljr (f)~ wrro El1l g!f urrn Ql $ff . 

" ~ ". ~ A f Q~ E"T ET Eli 411W 'tlt! IU 1¢114, l:ffi U I ur.-,, • 

3ffl ~ UTR ~ Uf6f Cfhr ~ Elf Qi :lft-

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II. 
Vol. 11 , p. 5. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
D.O.No.3610/62-3, of December 5, 1918, to Colonel 
Mactaggart from E.J. O'Meara, p.271. 

Ibid., Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 
1919, p.317. 
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The box was sealed with the Superintendent of 

Hostel's seal and handed over to the Police. 2 Ram 

Narayan could not be arrested at the time. Regarding this 

the Principal of the Agra Medical School, Mr. E.J. O'Meara 

claimed that if the Police hcd come direct to him in the 

first place, Ram Narayan would have been captured there and 

then as he h~ been in the former's office only a few 

3 
minutes before. The same evening at 9.30 p.m. Mr.0 1 Meara 

received information that Ram Narayan was in a hostel known 

as "Calcutta House". He immediately telephones to the 

'Kotwali' for 16 constables in plain clothes, who were 

promptly despatched. But one of them on guard at one of the 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. List of Exhibits, 
Part II, Exhibit No.249, Vol.B, p.597. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
D.O.No.3610/62-3, of December 5, 1918, to Colonel 
Mactaggart from E.J. O'Meara, p.271. 

I bid. 
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doors, allowed six students to pass unchallenged, among 

1 whom was Ram Narayan, who once again managed to get away. 

The Police now thought it necessary to turn over 

the case to the C.I.D. The Superintendent of Police in a 

report suggested that "the case needs very careful handling 

2 by more than an officer of the C.I.D. Accordingly, 

Mr. Biggane, Assistant to Deputy Inspector General of Police 

C.I.D., U.P., deputed Mr. Mukherji, Deputy Superintendent 

of Police and Inspector Hukam Chand, who had recently made 

a careful study of all the information regarding Mainpuri 

and were about to proceed there to make enquiries. In a 

letter to the Chief Secretary, he reported - "Mainpuri has 

for the last two years and specially since the distribution 

of seditious leaflets last february given cause for 

. "3 uneas1ness. Biggane further suggested to the Deputy 

Inspector General of Police, C.I.D., Mr. Kaye that the 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Demi-official letter No.3610/62-3, of December 5, 
1918, to Colonel Mactaggart by E.J. O'Meara, 
p.271. 

Ibid., Copy of a Demi-official letter from 
Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, Range 1, dated 
December 3, 1918, p.207. 

Ibid., Letter to Chief Secretary from N. Biggane, 
Assistant to Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
C.I.D., U.P., dated December 3, 1918, p.1B3.\ 

•. 
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presence of a European Officer would be desirable. 1 

On December 5, 1918, the enquiry was made over to 

Mr. Mukherji, Deputy Superintendent, 2 C.I.D. On the 5th 

itself the District Magistrate along with the Superinten-

dent of Police and Mr. Mukherji, inspected the house from 

which the arms and other articles had been recovered. A 

large number of articles were taken possession of. The 

Superintendent of Police and Mr. Mukherji pointed out that 

certain books and papers were important and should have 

been t a k en p o ss e s s ion o f
3 

e. g • a book of poem s, ' K u 1 i 

Prathe 0 , 'Swatantrata Debi 1 , 'Swadeshi Andolan and Boycott•, 
. . 4 

'Swadeshi Kavya Pushpenjali'. 

1 0 

2. ( i) 

( ii) 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Letter to Chief Secretary from N. Biggane, 
Assistant to Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
c;. I • D • , U. P. , d at e d D e c ember 3 , 1 91 8 , p. 1 8 3 • 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter from Superinten
dent of Police, Mainpuri, to the Deputy Inspector 
of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 1918, 
pp.205, 207. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District Magis
trate, Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1918, Vol.13, 
p.262. 

Ibid. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated June 
11, 1919, Vol.13, p.S9 •. 



:I 

I 
~ 

l . 
I 

~ 

1 

241 

On December 5, 1918, Mr.Mukherji recorded Dalpat 

Singh's statement and also questioned him. Inspector Hukum 

Chand of the C.I.D. was also present. Dalpat Singh conti-

nued his statement on the 6th. It took all their time on 

both days apart from rest and meals. On these two days 

Dalpat did not see the Collector. 1 He saw him on December 

1, 1918, when the District Magistrate recorded a third 

2 statement of his. 

The Deputy Inspector General of Police had 

reported that Genda Lal, who had been arrested in Gwalior 

eaxly in 1918, was the leader of the society and that the 

police tried to get a statement from him in Gwalior but he 

would not speak. On December 7, 1918, Biggane reported 

that "Now we have material for extradition." 3 

1 • 

2. 

The need was felt for a full and searching 

~puri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.28. 

Ibid., Statement of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
District Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.257. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113 • 
Memo of Biggane, Assistant to Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, C.I.D., U.P., to the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, dated December 7, 
1918, p.209. 
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enquiry, which would extend to many districts. 1 The 

Deputy Inspector General of Police, Range 1, wrote to the 

Assistant to Deputy Inspector General of Police, C.I.D., 

U.P. that the deputation of a special Superintendent was 

very necessary. He wrote:-

"My impression of the business is that the 

conspiracy is a very wide spread and far 

reaching one and that the society is connected 

with others which are existent in a number of 

2 places. n 

It was decided definitely that the investigation 

must be in competent hand and the choice fell unanimously 

on Mr. Sands, who was considered the most competent to 

J carry out the work. Thus, Mr. C. E.ltJ. Sands, Superinten-

dent of Police, C.I.D. was placed on special duty for the 

1 • 

2. 

J. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Note by Mr. Kaye, Inspector General of Police, 
United Provinces, dated November 27, 1919, p.161. 

~., Copy of a demi-official letter dated 
December 6, 1918, from Deputy Inspector General 
of Police, Range 1, to the Assistant to the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, C.I.D., U.P., p.193. 

Ibid., Notes and orders, dated December 8, 1918, 
p.443. 



purpose of investigations and was given various officers 

of the C.I.D. to assist him. 1 He received his orders on 

December 9, 1918, and arrived at Mainpuri on December 10, 

1 91 8. 2 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Note by Mr. Kaye, Inspector General of Police, 
U.P., dated November 27, 1919, p.161. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Mr •. c. E. w. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 
~919, Vo1.13, p.284. 
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On December 11, 1918, among other things, Sands 

examined the arms and other articles recovered from Karhori 

Lalla house. Among the 380 bore pistol cartridges, he 

noted, that some had W. R. A. Co. on the base. On the same 

day, Sands received by a special messenger from Agra a 

parcel containing the arms and ammunition recovered from 

Ram Narain. On examining them he found among them 450 bore 

revolver cartridges one or more marked"W.R.A.Co.WEB"o(short 

for Webley) (W.R.A.Co. being Winchester Repeating Arms 

Company) o Sands admitted; "I had never seen ammunition of 

1 this make before." 

The revolver recovered from Ram Narain, Sands 

noted, was a 5 chamber revolver from Rodda. He was able to 

trace that it had been sold by Rodda and Co. to someone in 

Gwalior in December, 1905, but was unable to find out how 

it came into the possession of Ram Narain. 

Sands put up the arms etc. before the Joint 

Magistrate at Agra in an Arms Act Case that was instituted 

1 0 Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Statement of Mr.C.E.W. 
Sands, Superintendent of Police on Special Duty, 
C.I.D., dated July 5, 1919, Vo1.13, p.284. 
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against Ram Narayan. Ram Narayan was arrested on December 

1 14, 1918, in the Mainpuri district after visiting his 

2 home there and was immediately sent to Agra to undergo 

trial under section 20 of the Arms Act for the possession 

3 
of arms. The case was heard on December 19,1918 and he 

was committed to the Court of Sessions the following day on 

December 20, 1918. While in jail he volunteered to make 

confession regarding what he knew about the conspiracy, 

towards the end of December. 
4 

Lieutenant Colonel E.J.0°Meara, f.R.c.s., I.M.s., 

Principal, Medical School, Agra in a letter to Colonel 

C. Mactaggart, Inspector General of Civil Hospitals, United 

Provinces, expressed his doubts regarding the genuineness 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. (i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Statement of Mr. C. E. W. 
Sands, Superintendent of Police on Special Duty, 
C.I.D., dated July 5, 1919, Vol.13, pp.284-285. 
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Report by C. sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.i.D., dated March 2, 1919, 
pp.391-393 • 

.I.E.!£., Report by Mr. Kaye, Inspector General of 
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of the character certificate which Ram Narain had produced 

at the time of his admission to the Medical School and which 

was signed by the Head Master of his school and a Pleader 

of his village. He wrote that he could not conceive of a 

possibility of the Head Master of a School, which was "so 

riddled with sedition as the Mainpuri Mission School", not 

knowing about Ram Narain, or the pleader living in the same 

village and being a personal friend, also being ignorant of 

Ram Narayan's •antecedents•. Mr. O'Meara took a very serious 

view of the whole business and advised Colonel Mactaggart 

to put the facts before the Government and to take adequate 

steps to prevent the admission of "this class of boys" to 

colleges. According to his observation, "if sedition in 

schools is of no importance to the Educational Department, 

it is a vital matter in an institution like this, sending 

the majority of its students into the army." 

Colonel O'Meara also claimed that it was as a 

result of a long talk that he had with Ram Narain in jail 

that the latter made a full confession giving useful infor-

1 mation to the C.I.D. 

1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Letter from Lieutenant Colonel, E.J. O'Meara, 
f.R.c.s., I.M.s., Principal, Medical School, 
Agra to the Hon 1 bl~ Colonel c. Mactaggart, C.I.E., 
M.A., B.B., I.M.S., Inspector General of Civil 
Hospitals, United Provinces, Lucknow, dated 
January 13, 1919, pp.595-597. 
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On December 14, 1918, Sands came to know that 

Prabhu Dayal knew something about this case. He saw his 

statement recorded by Inspector Jagannath. He had the 

intention of verifying his statement personally, but more 

urgent matters prevented him from doing so. However, he 

received a complete corroboration of his statement in the 

confession of Genda Lal a month and a half later. 1 

Mr. Sands wrote his report for the Government on 

January 3, 1919, requesting thereby that sanction under 

Section 196 A and 196 of the Criminal Procedure Code may be 

accorded to his lodging with the District Magistrate, 

Mainpuri an attached complaint, with a view to his taking 

cognisance of the offences under sections 120 B(i) and 121 

A, I.P.C. referred to in the complaint. 2 

In his report, Sands recommended the institution 

of a political conspiracy case in order to facilitate an 

investigation, saying that there was no doubt that a 

revolutionary conspiracy, existed in the Agra, Mainpuri and 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Mr. C. E. W. sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, C. I.D., dated July 5, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.285. 
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Etawah districts, for a long time. 1 He reported; "As far 

back as 1908, Agra came to notice owing to the stay there 

of Hoti lal Verma, though there is nothing definite to 

connect Hoti lal with the revolutionary movement which came 

prominently to notice in the U.P. during the last four 

years. We had indication of a connection in Agra in 1916, 

when it was found that a student of the Agra College named 

Har Narayan Gupta had become associated with Manpal Gupta, 

a 'notorious seditionist' of Kasganj, and accompanied the 

latter to the house of a "post box" in Kanpur, in order to 

obtain a letter from the Bengal Revolutionary Party. This 

letter came into the hands of the police and was found to 

be in the handwriting of the revolutionary "organiser" 

Vinayak Rao Kapley. Agra also carne to notice in 1 916 in 

connection 1:-Jith another student of the Agra College named 

Ram Chandra Chaudhari, who was a member of the Benaras 

Young Men's Association, and whose address was found among 

the correspondence of revolutionaries in Calcutta. This 

youth had also been visited at Agra by Vinayak Rao Kapley. 

The enquiry into the circumstances of the murder 

of Vinayak Rae Kapley at Lucknow in February 1918, disclosed 

1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January3, 1919, 
p.309. 



that the revolutionary party, of which Sushil Chandra Lahiri 

was the organiser for the United Provinces, had a "post 

box" in Agra City and that they had hired a house where 

Lahiri, Vinayak and other met. The main revolutionary party 

of which these connections with Agra "have come to notice, 

has yet to be proved to be a parent organisation of the 

society or societies with which we are dealing. This, it 

is hoped, will be made clear in the course of the investi-

gation, but it will not damage our case even if the 

connection is not clearly established." 1 

Mr. Sands in his report, recollected that they had 

indication of the existence of some student conspiracy as 

far back as March 1916, when two members of the party had 

been caught smuggling arms into Agra from Gwalior and that 

it was unfortunate that the case was not given serious 

attention. They had also got their first indication of the 

existence of a seditious movement among the students of 

Mainpuri in December, 1918, when a letter written by Shea 

Krishna to a student in Jaipur, had come to the notice of 

the Police.Enquiries had been instituted and Shea Krishna's 

room searched. However, the enquiry had not led to any 

1 • ~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Report by C. sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919, 
p.309. 
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fresh discovery at that time, 1 Genda Lal had again been 

implicated of 'dakaiti' by one Nikson Singh, who had been 

convicted in a Kanpur Dacoity Case, who had also alleged 

that Genda Lal kept arms and bombs in a cellar of his 

house at Auraiya, However, on enquiry, nothing had been 

discovered, Sands also reported that the two absconders of 

the Nagla Jasrath dacoity, Madho Ram and Pratap Singh were 

members of the conspiracy now being dealt with, He then 

referred to the pasting up of a number of printed Hindi 

leaflets in various cities on february 28, 1918, and on the 

following days, Mainpuri being the first place where they 

had appeared, Enquiries at that time had revealed that 

certain students of the Mission School, Mainpuri, had been 

responsibl~. 2 However, proof of their concern had only 

now been obtained in the statement of Dalpat Singh, who had 

turned approver, He further reported that Genda Lal had 

been arrested along with a militant Sadhu Baba Lakshmananand 

in a "gang of nineteen dacoits" in february, 1918, in the 

Gwalior territory, The arms and ammunition recovered from 

a camel cart in Shahjahanpur on September 30, 191 B, Sands 

----------------------------------------------------------------------

1 • 

2, 

J:tainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No,113, 
Report by C, Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, C. I. D., dated January 3, 1 91 9, 
p,311. 

llli·· p.313, 



had reason to believe now, also belonged to this party. 

However, he admitted that so far the connection had not 

been traced. Sands went on to report about the appearance 

of the approver, Dalpat Singh, before the District Magis-

trate, all that he informed about the secret society, its 

membership, its objects, as well as the various acts 

committed by it as also the arrests and searches, recove-

ries made in consequence of his statement. Sands also 

presented in his report the contents of the form of oath of 

membership of the society. 1 

Thus, Sands concluded, that so far as the enquiry 

went into the Mainpuri organisation, there was sufficient 

to show that a conspiracy did exist in Mainpuri and Agra. 

And Dalpat Singh's statement had been fully corroborated so 

far as its details were concerned but at the same time it 

was unlikely that the complainant in the Nagla Jasrath 

dacoity would identify any members of the society, in which 

case corroboration, which was essential for the successful 

prosecution of a dacoity case.would not be available. The 

complainant of the Auraiya Robbery, would also not identify 

Ram Narayan, one of his three assailants, nor would his son. 

1 • 

2. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, fg!ice file No.113. 
Report by c. sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 1919, 
pp.315-3t7. 

Ibid., p.319. 



Accordingly sands felt that it was undesirable to detain 

the accused longer under the dacoity charge and that they 

1 needed some other justification for keeping them in custody. 

At first Sands considered charging them under 

Section 400 IPC as men who were in the habit of committing 

dacoities. However, he also realised that there was not 

enough evidence, only the corroborated statement of Dalpat 

Singh about the intention of the party to commit dacoity, 

the details of one dacoity and one robbery committed, and of 

five dacoities planned but not executed. Such a case would 

surely break down. In any case, "it is not the criminal 

but the political aspect of their activities which is 

important" stated sands. He now decided that the evidence 

available would suffice for a case under 120 B IPC, the 

offence in question being, dacoity, an added advantage 

being that another offence punishable in transportation, 

namely spreading sedition by means of revolutionary leaf-

lets as defined in Section 124 A IPC, could also be made a 

component for a case under 120 B. Besides this, it could 

also be shown that another object of the conspirators was 

to deprive the King of the Sovereignty of British India and 

1 • ~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Report by C. sands, Superifltendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C. I. D., dated January 3, 1 91 9, 
p .319. 
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to overawe by force the Government of India which were 

components of an offence under Section 121 A, !PC. 
1 Sands 

felt that it was very necessary to discover everything 

possible about the activities of the conspirators and the 

extent of their influence. With regard to this, he pleaded 

that he was "considerably handicapped by having no case 

instituted on which to conduct my investigation" and that 

the Defence of India Act & Rules did not provide the faci-

lities given by the CPC, to an officer investigating a 

'cognisable case•. sands assured that "• •• given the 

opportunity of investigation that the institution of a case 

under these two sections will afford, I shall be able to 

secure evidence sufficient to ensure a successful 

prosecution". 2 

Sands followed his report with a complaint3 and 

on January 5, 1919, he obtained the sanction of the local 

government to file a complaint under Section 120 B, and 

121 A against Sheo Krishna and others, at 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Report by C. sands, Superintendent of Police on 
5Recial Duty, c.I.D., dated January 3, 1919, 
p. 3 21 • 

Ibid. 
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1 Luck now. Sands filed his first complaint in the Court of 

District Magistrate, Mainpuri on January 6, 1919.
2 

one 

He obtained further sanctions from the Government, 

on March 12, 19t 93 4 
and another on March 25, 1919, 

and filed further complaints against additional accused on 

March 1 3, 1 91 9
5 

and March 26, 1 91 9. 6 All the three 

sanctions bore the signatures of Mr. O'Donnell, Chief 

Secretary to the Government. Sands' investigations conti

nued after filing his first complai~t. 7 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

In the beginning of January 1919, the Agra Police 
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brought to the notice of the C.I.D. a murder of a student 

of the Rajput High School on December 12, 191 B. It was 

reported as being a political murder, the work of a secret 

society existing in the school, probably the same party or 

another branch of the same organisation with which Mr.Sands 

was dealing. Therefore, Mr. sands was directed to take over 

its investigation. 1 

There existed in the Rajput High School, a secret 

Society, the leaders being an ex-student named Tori Singh 

and one 1 Chakori•. 2 The murder had followed shortly on an 

incident which had a political significance - the pulling 

d d d t t . f . . k 3 0 N b 13 own an as rue 10n o a un1on Jac • n ovem er , 

1918, a Union Jack was hoisted over the school building of 

a Rajpur High School at Agra, in celebration of the 

announcement of the Armistice. A day later, the Union Jack 

was pulled down and burnt at a temple of Kali at Sitla, a 

place about one mile from the School. And a Home Rule flag 

was substituted for it. This was a red and green flag with 

the words "Banda Mataram Ma Ki Raksha Karo" on it. 4 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, f£1ice File No.113. 
Report by c. sands, Superintendent of Polic; on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3,1919,p.319. 

12!2·• Copy of a demi-official letter dated 
December 19,1918, from the Superintendent of 
P.olice, Agra to Assistant to Deputy Inspector 
.General of Police, C.I.D., U.P-. S.B., p.229. 
Ibid., Repo;rt by C •. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 
1919, p.319. . 
Ibid., Mr. Sands note on the Conspiracy Case, 
Ci8"'ted February 1 9, 1919, p.371. 
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On the evening of December 12, 1918, at 8.45 p.m. 

Sobha Ram Singh, a student of the Rajpur High School, 

shot dead 1 on the road side within 100 yards of the 

School. Regarding Sobha Ram Singh, it was said that he had 

l knowledge that Tori Singh, had committed the 'flag outrage' 

and that he also knew of the secret society in the school. 

Tori Singh's name had been removed from the school regis-

ter at the age of 22 as he had not passed all his examine-

tions, but he had remained on as a tutor to a boy named 

Suraj Bhan Singh. He had lost his appointment, however, on 

account of 'leading his pupil into the path of 0 vice 9 and 

was succeeded by Sobha Ram Singh. Though, later on, he had 

managed to get Sobha Ram Singh dismissed and had become 

Suraj Bhan Singh's tutor once again. 3 
The evening before 

the murder, a stranger had come to Sobha Ram Singh's room 

in the boarding house and said that he had come from Ganga 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter dated December 19, 
1 91 8, from the Super int en dent of Police, Agra, 
to Assistant to Deputy Inspector General of 
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Ibid., Mr. Sands' note on the Conspiracy Case, 
dated February 19, 1919, p.373. 
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Gener~l of Police, C.I.D., U.P., S.B., p.229. 
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Singh of Shahjahanpur and Sobha Ram Singh had go~e out with 

him. Again on the night of the murder this stranger had 

come and Sobha Ram Singh had been seen leaving the 

boarding house with him a few minutes before his murder. 1 

Sobha Ram Singh seems to have apprehended violence,on two 

or three recent occasions he had expressed to his friends a 

fear that he was going to be killed. Tori Singh was said 

to have left Agra by the 6 p.m. B.B. and C.I. Railway 

train on December 12, 1918. However, the Superintendent of 

Police, Agra, had reported that he had learnt confidentially 

that though Tori Singh had left by the 6 p.m. train, he had 

been seen in the Boarding House some hours after the murder 
. 2 

had been committed. Tori Singh was suspected of murder-

ing Sobha Ram Singh and it was also suspected that there 

was a connection between this incident and the Mainpuri 

3 Caseo Tori Singh and another member of the party,Bhairon 

Singh were found absconding after the murder. 
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Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, f£1ice File No.113. 
Mr. Sands' note in the Conspiracy Case, dated 
February 19, 1919, p.373. 
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Police, Agra to Assistant to Deputy Inspector 
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On investigation, Sands got indication that Sobha 

Ram Singh was connected with the party, but he was unable 

to prove that this murder was one of the acts of the 

• 1 con sp1racy. 

Early in January, 1919, Sands received from his 

department, a report of the Delhi Police about the sale of 

the proscribed book "America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili" in 

which the names of Somdeo, Shea Charan Lal, Ram Prasad and 

Deb Narain were mentioned. 2 This book had been sold at 
. 3 

the Delhi Congress at the end of December, 1918. At the 

Delhi Congress, Deb Narain gave Somdeo 50 copies of the 

'swadhinta', who gave some of them to book sellers to sell. 

Shea Cha~an Lal sold copies in his stall and Raja Ram haw-
. 4 

ked them around. On December 28, 1918, at about 4 p.m. 

Sat Narain, CID Inspector at Delhi, got information that 

the book 'America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili' was being sold 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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by several book stall keepers in the pandal compound. He 

immediately went there to check. 1 At that time, when Deb 

Narain, Somdeo and Sheo Charan lal were taking food in the 

tent of t h e A r y a sam a j P a nd a 1 , 2 - while Debi Dayal, a 

companion of Somdeo, was looking after Shea Charan lal's 

stall, Ram Charan (Sheo Charan•s brother) came and informed 

them that the Police had surrounded Shea Charan Lal's 

stall. Sheo Charan lal left immediately for his stall to 

3 
relieve Debi Dayal. When Debi Dayal did not come for 

quite some time, Somdeo decided to go and check at Shea 

Charan Lal's stall. On reaching there he found that the 

Inspector had confiscated all the books and sent Debi Dayal 

and Sheo Charan Lal to the Police Station. He had also 

ordered a constable to inspect all the shops for the 

'Swadhinta 0 o Not it was considered imperative that Deb 
7 

Narain should leave the place as they knew that a warrant 

had been issued against him in the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. 

Meanwhile Somdeo started collecting the books as soon as he 

could from the various booksellers to whom he had given 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sat Narain, Inspector, C. I .D., dated 
June 26, 1919, Vol.13, p.209. 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo on oath, given on 
April 15, 1919 {recorded by Rai Radha Raman 
Bahadur), Vol.1, p. 75. 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, 
Vol.12, p.BO. 



them, and handed over all of them to Ram Prasad, wrapped 

1 up in a cloth. But Head Constable saw Ram Prasad leaving 

2 and pointed him out to the Inspector ••• After that,the 

Inspector and the Head Constable started enquiring from the 

book-sellers about the person who had given them the books. 

3 All gave the same name, that of Somdeo Sharma. The 

remaining books were confiscated from the book-sellers and 

were taken to the Police Station. Somdeo was also taken to 

the Police Station for interrogation where he told the 

Police that Deb Narain was the man who had given the books 

to him, while Ram Prasad was the one who had taken them 

a .. ,ay. He did not give the Police any more information 

regarding their addresses, etc., saying that he knew nothing 

about them apart from their names. Somdeo wanted to protect 

the two men as their arrest would mean a big loss to the 

society. After that the statements of Debi Dayal, Shea 

Charan Lal and Somdeo were recorded. Before leaving the 

Police Station, Somdeo was instructed that his liability 

would cease, if he could give a clue to the whereabouts of 

1 • 

2. 

Maineuri Conspiracy Case, Statement of Somdeo on 
oath on April 15, 1919, recorded by Rai Radha 
Raman Bahadur, District Magistrate, Mainpuri, 
Vol.1,.p.75 • 

.!..9..!,g., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 12,1919, 
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Deb Narain and Ram Prasad. On his w~y back from the Police 

Station, Somdeo met Deb Narain and Ram Prasad. He told 

them all that had happened. On going further he met Dr.Goel 

who advised him to leave U.P. and go to Punjab, where he 

said the Police would not be able to harm him, nor would 

th bl t i t . t h . 1 ey a e o ssue a warren agaJ.ns J.m. On the same 

day in the evening a man of the C.I.D. came to Somdeo in 

the Arya Samaj Pandal. 2 Somdeo had told the Police that 

3 he had not been able to trace the men, so the C.I.D. 

constable said that if Somdeo could not trace the two men 

he should bring back all those books which they had taken. 

Somdeo promised to do this the next day by 10 o•clock and 

wrote this on a slip of paper which was witnessed by the 

proprietor of the Indraprastha Arya Book Agency and a 

Joint Secretary of the Arya Samaj, Delhi. 4 After this 

Somdeo met Deo Narain who advised him not to go to U.P. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Statement of Somdeo on 
oath on April 15, 1919, recorded by Rai Radha 
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Vol. 1 , . pp. 76-77. 
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where he would be implicated in the case which was going on 

in Mainpuri. He asked Somdeo to accompany him to Lahore. 1 

Somdeo did not give up the books to the Police as promised 

2 but left the place the next day. Not paying any heed to 

Deb Narain's warning, Somdeo returned to Faizabad. Deb 

Narain went to Lahore with Seth Lal Man. He sent a letter, 

as a last effort, to Somdeo in which he once again warned 

him saying that since Somdeo had not followed the pres-

cribed programme, of going to Lahore, he would be sorry 

for it.
3 

On January 14, 191 9, Sands took Ram Narain to 

Shahjahanpur in consequence of his statement. During the 

night Ram Narayan was sent with Inspector Jagannath and 

4 Sub-Inspector Azhar Ali to point out some houses. On the 

morning of January 15, 1919, Sands ordered Azhar Ali to 

search one of the houses that Ram Narain had pointed out 

while he himself accompanied by Inspector Jagannath, took 
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Ram Narain to the Shahjahanpur Mission High School. In the 

School Ram Narain pointed out Raja Ram, who was arrested 

1 there and then. Sands handed Raja Ram over to the custody 

of constable Gulab Singh and left them standing in the 

corridor of the upper storey, while he entered into another 

2 class room. He had just t·inished inspecting the class-

rooms and was coming out when Inspector Jagannath, who was 

also in the corridor, drew his attention saying that Raja 

Ram had just torn up a piece of paper and that it would be 

better if he was searched immediately. 3 

From Shahjahanpur sands took Ram Narain to 

Bareilly, where as a consequence of his statement, enquiries 

were made at the Bareilly College on January 16, 1919, and 

orders were issued for the arrest of Kali Charan. Kali 

Charan was absent from ~ol.lege that day. He was arrested 

on January 1 9, 1 91 9, and sent to Agra on sands' instruc-

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 
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ment of C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
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t . 1 
~ens. 

On January 31, 1 91 9, Sands saw Genda Lal in 

Gwalior, where he was under trial. He was brought to him 

from the Gwalior Jai1. 2 Genda Lal expressed his willing-

ness to make a statement. Accordingly his extradition to 

British territory was arranged for, a:nd his confession 

3 magisterially recorded in Agra, 

On January 23, 1919, Sands received a letter from 

Bareilly addressed to Kali Charan. The letter had been 

sent from Mainpuri. Sands read the letter and sent 

Mukherji and Inspector Jagannath to Mainpuri to trace, and 

if necessary, arrest the writer of the letter. 4 (The letter 

dated January 17, 1919, gave Kali Charan the minutest 

details of the progress of the case. Subsequently, another 

letter dated January 24, 1919, was also 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4, 
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intercepted. 1 ) They arrested Sheo Charan Lal at Mainpuri 
. 2 

on January 25, 1919, as the writer of the letter. As 

soon as Sands learnt ~rom the name and address of Sheo 

Charan Lal, he realised that this was the same Sheo Charan 

lal, who was one of the party of men who were caught by the 

Delhi Police during the last Congress Session
3 selling 

there the proscribed book 'America Ko Swad hinta Kaise Mili'. 

The Deputy Superintendent of Police further reported in 

connection with the sale o~ these books at Congress that 

the names of Deb Narain and Ram Prasad (which were also 

mentioned in Delhi Police Report) were also the names o~ 

two important members of the conspiracy. So now the Police 

started suspecting that possibly the publication of this 

book ~'1/as part o~ the work of the conspirators. Thus, when 

Sheo Charan Lal turned out to be in league with the conspi-

raters under arrest, it was decided to arrest and search, 

Somdeo, the publisher o~ the proscribed book 'America Ko 

Swadhinta Kaise Mili•. 4 
Sands had already made inquiries 

1 • 

2. 

3. 
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on the Delhi Report and knew that Somdeo was in Faizabad. 

So he immediately sent a telegram to Faizabad for Somdeo's 

arrest and search. 1 

Somdeo was arrested on January 28, 191 9 at 

Faizabad by J.H.firth, Deputy Superintendent of Police of 
. 2 

Faizabad and his house was searched and some books and 

letters were taken possession of. Somdeo was kept in the 

3 
'thana' lock up for one day and sent to jail the next day. 

On getting the news of the arrest and search of Somdeo, 

Sands sent Mukherji and Inspector Man Mohan Lal to Faizabad. 

He himself arrived at faizabad at mid day on february 2, 

1919.
4 It was only when Mukherji went to see Somdeo and 

talked to him, that Somdeo realised that he had been arres-

ted in connection lrJith the conspiracy case and not for the 

sale of the proscribed book 'America Ko Swadhinta Kaise 
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Mili' at Delhi, as he had believed until then. 1 Mukh erji 

spoke to Somdeo before recording his statement and showed 

him the letters and books which had been recovered from his 

house. He told him that certain persons of the society had 

been arrested who had disclosed everything about the society 

and that it would be in his interest to confess everything 

that he knew about the society. 2 Somdeo 0 s first reaction 

was to try and get out of the predicament he now found him-

self in. Somdeo considered Mukherji 1 s suggestion and 

thought that by confessing everything he knew about the 

3 
society~ he might get off lightly or even escape altogether. 

He knew that approvers had been let off in other political 

case So Therefore, Somdeo decided to turn "King's evidence~ 

He made a full statement which was recorded by Sardar Singh 

Deputy Collector, Faizabad, on February 2, 1919, inside the 

Faizabad Jail. 5 After his sta tern en t was recorded Somde o 

was taken to Lucknow, where he was made to point out the 
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2. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Con_§£iracv Case, ~ions Record. State 
ment of Somdeo, dated June 14, 1919, Vo1.12,p.100. 

!El:E!· 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Statement 
of Thakur.Sardar Singh, Deputy Collector, Faiza
bad, dated April-28, 1919, Vol.3, p.192. 
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various places and houses, connected with the work of the 

society and its members. On february 4, 1919, Somdeo was 

taken by SSnds to Shahjahanpur to verify his statement 

there. He pointed out the houses of Ram Prasad and one 

Shakti Prasad in Rang Mehle. 1 Sands searched the house of 

5akti Prasad where he found the following articles- "Some 

pieces of paper manuscript and otherwise", which he got 

packed and sealed, two undischarged and six discharged 

percussion caps, pieces of a railway ticket from Gwalior 

dated August 24, 1918, pieces of four envelopes of the 

B ri ti sh Eveready Dry Battery No.1 64 9 refills fo_r an el ec-

tric torch, pieces of two labels of Winchester Repeating 

Arms Coo such as are placed inside packets of pistol and 

rifle cartridges manufactured by the Company, and pieces of 

label of a Curtis a Harvey's gun-powder flask. 2 

On December 5,1919, Sands took Somdeo to Agra and 

put him in the •Kotwali' that night. The next day on Decem 
. ' 

bar 6, 191 9, sands asked Somdeo to show him all the places 

he had visited in Agra in connect ion with the conspiracy. 

The same day Sanels also arranged for a triangular identifi-
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cation of Somdeo, Ram Narain and Genda La1. 1 Somdeo went 

around Agra with Sands and pointed out the Saraswati 

library, the Goyal Medical Hall and also the house of Deb 

Narain. (On January 13, 1919, Sands had already directed 

Inspector Hukum Chand to search the Goyal Medical Hall in 

consequence of the statement of Ram Narain. He had wanted 

to find out whether Ganga Singh had been treated for an 

injured hand in September, 1918, and Hukum Chand had 

pro due ed the register which showed that Ganga Singh had been 

treated there. 2 

On february 8, 1919, Sands took Ram Narain from 

Agra to Auraiya where he pointed out the houses of Lal 

Singh and Makundi and the place where Janki Prasad had been 

robbed on January 21, 191 a. He brought Ram Na rain to Etawah 

that night. On february 1 O, 1919, Sands took Somdeo and 

Genda Lal to Auraiya where both of them pointed out the 

houses of Lal Singh and Makundi. Genda Lal also pointed 

3 
out the scene of the robbery. Sands reached fatehgarh on 

february 11,1919 and ordered the search of Seth Lal Man's 
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ment of C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 1919, Vol.13, 
P• 290. 

Ibid., 291. 

I bid. -



271 

house, who himself was absconding. Inspector Jagannath 

conducted the search and sent his report as well as the 

articles recovered to sands. There was also a paper with 

an address- that of 'Har Prasad, C/o Dr.Ram Sahai Jauhari, 

Sadr Bazar, Shahjahanpur'. sands went at once to Shahjahan-

pur and searched Dr.Jauheri's house. The dispensary was 

searched by Inspector Man Mohan Lal. The same night 

(February 12, 1919) Sands also questioned Dr.Jauhari. 1 

sands hdd also brought Somdeo along with him to Shahjahan

pur. There he directed Mr.Basit Ali Khan, Deputy Superin-

tendent of Police, to accompany Somdeo who would point out 

the scene of an attempted dacoity. Basit Ali Khan submitted 

his report to Sands on his return and on the basis of this 

report, Sands sent up Zahuran and her son Budha of Sanda 

Khera, as witnesses in this case. 2 

Somdeo 1 s arrest and his confession proved to be 

of great value to the British authorities, who considered 

Somdeo far more a man of the world than Dalpat and more in 

the inner circles of the society.
3 Whereas Dalpat Singh 
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was not such an important member of the society and his 

knowledge also was limited, 1 Somdeo purported to have 

been second in command in Lucknow after Ganga Singh, and 

knew a great deal more of the Society's organisation. 2 

Somdeo confessed to having seen the objects and rules of 

the society in writing. It was from his statement that the 

authorities first learnt of the four branches of the 

society. Somdeo also gave an account of the expedition to 

Auraiya for looting the Sub-Treasury and also for inter-

cepting a man returning with cash of Messers Ralli Bros on 

the road from Phaphund station to Etawah, both plans 

h . • f. d 3 avJ.ng mJ.s J.re • Somdeo also told about the robbery of 

the Sharraf the next day, the abortive dacoity expedition 

to Sanda Khera in Shahjahanpur district, the Pareli Dacoity 

in Hardoi district, the siezure of the society• s arms in a 

camel cart on their way back from an unsuccessful daco-ity 

expedition in Powayan circle and the blackmailing of the 

1 Thakur' in Luck now early in 1 91 e. 4 Somdeo told about the 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Report by C. Sands, Superintendent .of Police on 
Special Duty, C. I .D., dated January 3, 1 919, 
p.319. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11 , p.13. 

Ibid. , p. 1 4 • 

Ibid. 
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theft of two bicycles and a typewriter by the society 

members. He told them how a bottle in which Ganga Singh 

was mixing ingredients for loading bombs ~ad burst, thus 

injuring Ganga Singh's hand, which was treated by Dr.Kashi 

Nath Goel and Ram Sahai Jauhari. 1 Somdeo also disclosed 

that the book ttAmerica Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili" was 

written by Deb Narain and published by the society in 

furtherance of the objects of the conspiracy. He gave 

details about the printing at Lucknow and the arrangements 

for circulating the Hindi seditious leaflets on March 1, 

He further gave an account of the sale of the book 

3 at Mainpuri, Shahjahanpur and also at the Delhi Congress. 

Identifications, arrests and local enquiry for 

corroboration of the statements of the confessing accused 

continued in full swing. However, seven important members 

were still at large, namely; Deb Narain, Ram Prasad, Ganga 

Singh, Madho Ram Pratap Singh, Tori Singh and Bhairon Singh • 

(The two latter, besides being members of the Conepirac~, 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, pp.14-15. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Mr. Sands' note on the Conspiracy Case, dated 
february 1 9 , 1 91 9 , p. 3 7 9. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.15. 
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t 
were suspected of the murder of Sobha Ram Singh). 1 Sands 

observed that "it will be a pity to put the case into 

court without securing some of these seven men". Hence 

substantial rewards were offered for their arrests and 

efforts were intensified to trace them. 2 In spite of the 

absence of these men, with regard to the strength of the 

case that they would be able to put into Court, Sands 

considered that there was ample proof of the existence of 

a conspiracy and felt confident enough to prove the 

complicity of all the more important men. 3 All items in 

the statements of the confessing accused which needed 

corroboration were duly corroborated and mass of evidence 

was also secured showing the association of the various 

conspirators with each othero Sands was not able to 

obtain evidence of identification by complainants in the 

'dakaiti' cases, which, however, did not unduly perturb him 

as he felt that the statements could be supported by 

circumstantial evidence that would be thoroughly 

. . 4 convJ.nCJ.ng. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
1 • Mainpuri Conspirac~ Ca2, Police File No.113. 

Mr. sands• note on the conspiracy case, dated 
February 19, 1 91 9, pp.379-3B1. 

2. ].lli., p.3B1. 

3. l..!?i.,g. , 
~ 

4. I bid. , p.3B3. 
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In his report on the conspiracy case, written on 

March 2, 1919, sands admitted that a number of points were 

still left to be investigated and it was hoped that the 

investigation would be completed by March 13, 1 919. 1 He 

also attached to his report a list of accused under arrest 

2 up till February 1 8, 1 91 9. 

On March 5, 1919, a report was submitted to the 

Government of India from the Office of the Chief Secretary 

to the Government of U.P.p on the subject of the Mainpuri 

Conspiracy Case. The most interesting observation made 

lrJBs that the conspiracy ~-.~as considered to have been "the 

work of emissaries from the Bengal Revolutionary Party" 

and one that "had been" organised on lines similar to 

th f th B 1 C 
. . . It 3 

ose o e enga onsp~rac1es • It was observed that 

the conspirators had during the course of the last two or 

three years committed more than one armed dacoity and 

planned others including an attack on a government treasury, 

1 0 

2. 

3. 
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Report by c. sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated March 2, 1919, 
pp.411-413. 
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.!..!2..!2•, Letter No.1 98-F, to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, Home Department, from 
Assistant to the Chief Secretary to Government 
of U.P., dated March 5, 1919, p.429. 
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had experimented with explosives, had collected considerable 

quantities of arms and ammunition and had distributed 

revolutionary posters in most important towns of the United 

Provinces. As a matter of fact the simultaneous 

appearances in March last of revolutionary posters in a 

large number of towns of U.Po, which had aroused the 

suspicion of the existence of some secret organisations, 

had now been confirmed. And it was noted with some alarm 

that "the conspiracy has been proved in fact to have been 

more extensive, better organised and with wider ramifica

tions than had been anticipated." 1 

It was stated that the Lieutenant Governor consi-

dered it desirable for the trial of the accused to be held 

before Special Commissioners appointed under the Defence of 

India Act. It was pointed out that the accused would be 

well defended and the proceedings, if allowed to run their 

course before the ordinary courts, would be unduly protrac-

2 
ted. It was also explained that a complaint had been 

filed on January 15, under Sections 120-B and 121-A of the 

1 • 

2. 
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Letter No.19B-F, to the Secretary.to the 
Government of India, Home Department, from 
Assistant to the Chief Secretary to Government 
of U.P., dated March 5, 1919, p.429. 
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Indian Penal Code, but a number of remands had since been 

obtained and moreover the investigations would not be 

completed till about March 13. The transfer of the case 

to a Special Tribunal would not, therefore, involve any 

practical difficulty. 1 It was also pointed out that since 

the activities of the conspirators had extended to a large 

number of districts, it would be convenient to hold the 

trial under the Defence of India Act as it was necessary to 

extend the Act to all the districts. It would suffice, if 

Sections 9 to 11 were extended to the districts. 2 However, 

in 3 the face of a new development, no action was taken 

4 on this report. 

This new development was the escape of Genda Lal, 

along with Ram Narain from police custody, on 

1 • 

4. 
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letter No.19B-f, to the Secretary to the Govern
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dated March 5, 1919, p.430. 
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1 March 5, 1919. On that particular day, Inspector Man 

Mohan Lal and Jotendra Nath Banerji brought Ram Narain, 

Genda Lal and Somdeo from Agra to Mainpuri for certain 

identification proceedings. 2 The identification of Dalpat 

Singh, who was already staying in the building of the 

Police Club, Mainpuri, by these three men and vice versa 

was carried out the same day in the presence of B.Prem 

3 
Chand Seth, Deputy Collector. However, the identifies-

tion proceedings could not be completed in time for the men 

to leave Mainpuri that evening and some makeshift arrange-

ment had to be made for their stay in Mainpuri. 4 They 
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were accordingly lodged at the Police Club, where Inspector 

Man Mohan Lal and Jotendra Nath Banerji, both of whom were 

in charge of the approvers, were staying. 1 All three 

approvers were kept in the same room with a guard of the 

Agra police over them. 2 Generally these men were not kept 

in lock ups or jails. They were allowed to sleep in a 

room with the door (which should not open outwards) closed 

with one or two men sleeping inside the doorway, so that 

the door could not be opened without the men being 

awakened. Besides these, one man was required to keep a 

watch in the room and keep a light burning. In Agra 

adequate arrangements had been made to keep the approvers 

in safe custody with little chances of their escaping. Two 

houses had been hired, Genda lal being kept in one and 

Somdeo and Ram Narain in the other with C.I.D. officers 

also living in those houses. Therefore, so long as the 

approvers were in Agra, Sands felt no anxiety. But when-

ever they had to be taken away from Agra Sands was concerned 

to get them back as soon as possible. In this case also, 

1 • 

2. 
Ibid., --
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sands had not intended for the approvers to spend the night 

at Mainpuri at a11. 1 They were to have returned to Agra 

that very night and only sufficient men required to Safe-

guard the approvers on the journey had been brought from 

Agra and these were certainly not enough for providing two 

or three guards. for some reason, more men were not asked 
- 2 

for from Mainpuri itself. 

At about 11 in the night, Somdeo went to Inspeclor 

Man Mohan Lal and said that he did not want to sleep with 

the other two accused in the same room. Therefore, 

Inspector Man Mohan Lal took Somdeo into his room and 

allowed Genda Lal and Ram Narain to remain in their room 

3 with Agra Police guard, as usual, to keep a proper and 

careful watch over the approvers the whole night by turns 

and keep the doors of the room properly shut from inside. 

Inspector Banerji himself retired, totally exhausted after 

being on his toesp making enquiries on March 3, tlll late 

1 • 
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night and again from morning to evening on March 4, and 

• awaKe • 
be1ngApract1cally the whole night of March4/5 on the rail-

way journey to Mainpuri and then having to spend the whole 

of March 5, upto 8.30 p.m. arranging for the identification 

of and examining the accused. 1 The room in which Genda 

Lal and Ram Narain were kept, was simply bolted from inside. 

It could have been locked from the outside but it was not. 

And the constable who was supposed to have kept guard over 

2 them fell asleep. The opportunity was too good to be 

lost. Genda Lal along with Ram Narain, managed to escape 

at about 1.30 a o mo 
3 At about 2.00 a.m. their escape was 

discovered by one of the constables of the guard, who went 

and reported it to Inspector Man Mohan Lal, immediately. 

Inspector Man Mohan Lal straightaway went to inform the 

Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri. He reached his house 

by about 2.30 a.m. and told him that Genda Lal and Ram 

Narain had escaped from the Police Club. The Superintendent 

of Police immediately motored to the Lines, after giving 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Police File No,113, 
Copy of a demi-official letter from the Superin
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Inspector Man Mohan lal a written order to call for the 

Kotwali Police. 1 From the Lines, he ordered as many men 

as could be collected, to be sent round in all directions 

to search for the escaped men. He then went over to the 

Police Club and after making a brief enquiry there, motored 

down to Police Station, Bhogaon, from where he sent off two 

Sub-Inspectors and a party of policemen to Alipur Patti, 

Ram Narain•s village. 2 The Superintendent of Police again 

returned to the Police Club, where the Kotwali Police had 

already arrived. He ordered them to cover all roads and 

likely places, where the two escaped men could be found, 

and particularly railway stations. 3 The news of their 

escape and the descriptive rolls of the accused was wired 

to all neighbouring Superintendents and the G.R.P.Inspector 

Banerji was sent to Shikohabad as it was felt that the 

accused might take the train there. All police stations 

on the Railway line in the district were informed. A tele-

gram was sent to Mr. Sands also. And the Superintendent of 

Police, Mainpuri ordered a case under Section 224 to be 

1 • 
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registered. 1 

The Deputy Inspector General of Police of the 

2 Range was deputed to enquire into this escape. According 

to the Tweedie's report, Inspector Man Mohan Lal and 

Jotindra Nath Banerji of the C.I.D. were chiefly to be 

blamed for the escape. The Inspector General of Police, 

United Provinces, Mr.L.M. Kaye, discussed the affair with 

Mr.O'Donnell, Chief Secretary to Government, United Provin-

ces, and decided, on the basis of what they knew of the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, that it would not be wise to 

proceed against the two inspectors at the present time 

without the case being injuriously affected in the Court. 3 

It was agreed that sands should be consulted and further 

action should be postponed till the receipt of his reply. 

Accordingly, Kaye wrote to Sands asking him to comment on 

----------------·-----------------------------------------------------
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the subject. 
1 And since the Deputy Inspector General's 

report showed that "the grossest carelessness had been shown 

in regard to providing sufficient escort during the men's 

journey from Agra to Mainpur as well as guarding them in 

M 
• • 2 

a~npur~, Sands was also required to furnish details 

about the orders (general or special) that he had issued 

regarding the way in which Genda Lal and Ram Narain were to 

3 
be treated and guarded. In his reply Sands definitely 

stated that any action against the twa inspectors would at 

the present time, injuriously affect the case which was put 

up in the Court and it was not possible to effectively 

replace these officers as they had mastered the details of 

4 the case. With respect to the general or special orders 

regarding the treatement and guarding of Genda Lal and Ram 

----------------..... ·---------------------------------------·--------.....------
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Narain, sands made clear the necessity of treating political 

approvers in a special manner. He explained the difficulty 

of keeping them in good humour in the face of the risk of 

assassination which they ran as well as the prospect of 

bearing the stigma of being an informer for the rest of 

their lives. 1 Since the authorities had no •attractive 

inducement to offer them, the least that they could do was 

to keep them from brooding over their position with the 

result it was important to avoid irksome confinement or 

obvious guarding»o 2 Stating another advantage of this 

special policy with regard to approvers, Sands wrote that 

when an approver was properly treated and was "well in hand" 

the chances of their trying to escape were considerably 

lessened. Sands then described Dalpat Singh, Somdeo and 

Ram Narain as being "well in hand" 3 Genda Lal, he 

regarded differently. In his words:-

1 • 

2. 

30 

"Genda Lal, I regarded differently from t~e 

others from the beginning - I had no desire 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Cppy of a Demi-official le_tter from C. E. W. sands 
Esq., Superintendent of Police on Special Duty 
to the Hon'ble Mr.L.M. Kaye, Inspector General 
of Police,_U.P., dated April 4, 1919, p.457. 
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to get him a pardon because he was an ex-

school master and a blackguard, who deserved 

1 all the punishment he got." 

Sands then informed Kaye of the arrangements that 

had been made for these two approvers, in Agra as well as 

in Mainpuri, mentioning particularly that he had never 

intended for the approvers to spend the night in Mainpuri. 

They were to be taken back to Agra that very night, where 

the security arrangements were more satis~actory than in 

M . • 2 
a~npur~. Sands admitted that more men were not asked 

for from Mainpuri to guard the approvers and the mistake 

\:t~as committed of putting Genda Lal with the other approver.3 

Sands also regretted the fact that his motor car was not in 

running order. If he had had the car,there would have been 

no question of the men staying in Mainpuri for the night, 

even though the proceedings were not completed, as then it 

would have been possible to bring them out from Agra and 

4 back again on the same day. 

------------------·------------------------------------------------------------
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Mr.L.M. Kaye, however, was not convinced by the 

explanation put forward by Mr.Sands regarding the procedure 

adopted. According to him, there was no justification for 

the "gross laxness" shown so far as Genda Lal was concerned 

and even in the case of Ram Narayan, who already stood 

committed for trial in the Court of Sessions on a charge for 

h . h h ld t f . . t 1 w ~c e cou ge a seven years o ~mpr~sonmen • At 

first Mr.Kaye had decided to proceed against Inspector Man 

Mohan Lal and Jotendra Nath Banerji, under Section 7 of the 

Police Act. 2 However, on receiving Sands' letter ( and 

keepin~ in view the fact that the two Inspectors were mainly 

responsible for obtaining sufficient proof to justify the 

case being brought before the Courts )g Kaye decided to 

postpone action till the conclusion of the Conspiracy Case, 

as the two inspectors had done and were still doing indis-

pensable service in connection with it. 3 
He also proposed 

that whereas the negligence of the two inspectors should not 

be overlooked, the good work done by them in this case as 

1 0 
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well as in the past cases should be taken into consideration 

when punishment was meted out. 1 
(Inspector J.N.Banerji 

was chiefly responsible for the conviction of Lahiri in the 

Lucknow Political Case and aldo did exceptionally good work 

in connection with the Benaras Conspiracy Case). 2 

On conclusion of the trial of the Mainpuri Cons-

piracy Case, Kaye summoned both Inspectors and explained the 

offence with which they were charged and gave them four 

days in which to file written defences. These he received 

3 on October 7. After carefully studying the evidence 

recorded by the Deputy Inspector General and the statements 

of the two Inspectors, Mr.Kaye came to the final conclusion 

that they were "grossly negligent" and thus were to be held 

responsible for the escape of Genda Lal and Ram Narain. 4 

So far as the question of punishment remained, Kaye decided 

not to sanction the reward recommended by Sands for the two 
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r two officers. In addition, the following entry of mis-

conduct was made in their rolls:-

"When deputed to Mainpuri with certain accused in 

the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, neglected to take 

proper precuations for safeguarding them with the 

result that two of the leaders escaped from cus-

tody. But for the good service rendered by this 

officer in connection with the enquiry into that 

same case, he would have been severely punished, 

severely censured and \'llarned that a repetiton of 

such an offence will result in dismissal." 1 

Sands, too, met with severe censure. Mr.Kaye held 

him as much responsible for the escape as the two inspectors 

and expressed his dissatisfaction with his (Sands') conduct 

2 in the matter. Kaye's decision regarding the punishments 

of the two Inspectors was duly accepted by His Honour, the 

lieutenant Governor of the United Provinces. 3 
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I , 

. (4) Hb.iu llar·ayan Pandey .son of J:.:lal GhCt.nd :Crc=.hruan of al..i.1mr 

Patti' fJOlic;e st&tion bllQ:·aon, oistrict M&iD.fJUl'i, 
.1: ' Cll) 

([i} Dalpat Si~·h alias Rcmesh Ckmdra son of llwu Le.l bn-duaDn 

of vill<J{;·e Hitauli, yolic.;e station Ka.rhal, district MaiDjJUri, 

(o) Karhori Lal son of JhtLTiuuan Lal e~[ahujan of be·.var, district 

·~7) ~i<lh (..;opal t~.lias 'd1Ct.lthe.l son of ll&libar· ~in~:_;h hra1mt:Jl1 

·of villa~e L:h~:udikher~::~., pol1c.;e SL&t.ion Karh,L1, and teol:1!81' 111 

1. J... V. sc1,ool, 1iainlJUl'i, 

(b) .fruiJhakar son of Chakhan L-9.1 urahnian of vilLtge il.1ijmr 

fatti, police statio~ bhois·aon, distl'lCt ~ .. uiDllUri, 

( 9) LhL.nllrttdhar 8.li as vf;.npa t son of hlewd R.:~rJl Kay n.~'t h of 

1juh::tlla 'Cnipati, 1la.inpu:ci lii ty, 

( 10) llendC:L Lal alias .i'hul sou of 1l'1:i.ii!W.l U, 0 f 

villat}3 !.llai, ·.Polic.;e sta:tion irah, di::;;t1·ic.;t .E.r,l2., 

(ll) .~.~>o.Jho ll.am alias Kishni 1al· &lius lil!::l.ster ji son oi 0LiL 

1ayul bnilirnan of Jlli )ur l:'atti ,;olics stc.lt ion blwr,aon t:J.str ict 
• J. ' ' .1:' (j ' 

t~a.i'Dl_JUl'i, teacq(jl' of ~Co.hsili 5d10ol at '.L'.iuds.uli, ciistr.ie:t lVlainlJUti,. 

(18)· Pa:rtttw SinGh ulias l'l~;i 90n of So.ehar Sin::;h ·1'kd~m· of 

l'Joner, school lii.eo.Stt:Jr of Honer· .f:JOlie;e station and dist:::ie;t ::.:~..i llJ:>Ul'i, 

' {13) 1eb Uo.:n.y~n alias Har"i Shankt.r· aliEJs Hari, son of Sham 

Lal brahmE.tn of i.~·ra C1 ty, 
J' 

/ (14} .uhurey biugh s.cnJ of Jukhrul!l ~.i.n(;h>'lhalmr of 1h.::Jq:mrwa, 

JIOlice Station Oullet\i'lir, di~·.trlCt it::ih, 

X 

bEJ•,·tlir, aistrict 1,1;-. i npuri, . 

{ ' ., (lo) 
f ~ ........ ' I . kft~;b~; ··-~.- ... ---~ .. ~I •• -- • ~: . ..,! l._ .. ~· •4, ........ ~ ••.•• ····'··-- •••• 
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~/ ( 16) BaLu I~am son of Sane hi Lal Kay as th of Barak, po li CiJ 
I 

station Eewo.r, dist~ict Llainl.JUl'i, 

~/ (1?) Shtlw.D!m Dayal son of Daldeo Prasad KtJ.ya.stil of Dovlnc~::~r, 

poli{.;E- st~:...tiou: ~ar&.oli, district ~1W:.rt_puri, 

V/ ( 18) 1a.l Gio0h. ali as Hro· ayan L1:1s, son of Linda ~i n~h l!r.·:llwt;_.,n 

-of to·.':n and _pollee statio'n J:J.uraiya, dist:r1ct 1tawo.h, 

// (19) Lebendra HP..th son of 8hiva Gh81'CiU Kc.yc..sth of .bcreilly, 

have 6Uiered into u criminc.;.l conspii:acy to co;mnit dak~:~i ti and otl:.0r 

offences punishable with death or tran:::>portatio.n a.nd h1.we e:ons!>ir0d 

to v;;;;.be Wc1r ag~inst thE~ A.in~ or to dEi]:J:rive the Kin,; of the sovereign

ty of b1·itish lndia or ho.ve cons_fJired to over·-awe t.Jy Jue~.tns of 

criHlinHl iorce the Uoverrunent of India or Uw Local Uovermn~.;nt, 

offences punisheible under sections 120:0 und 1.211 of the Indian :tenEJ. 

GoJe: 

The Loce11 Government under section l<;;io..i and section 10u of 

tho Crimint;.l P..c·ocedun: ()ode d.in::<.:ts hr. <.:. i~. W. Sa.nds, ouFt.:l'intqnJ

ent of Police on Si1ecial ,Dutv, to file a c.;omDlrtint cwainst tLe .afol'ti-· 
I:' • ~ -> 

sc:i d pe rso!'ls on the o.forellC'n ti oned c;hc.rc~·cs in tb.G Com· t oi the 

District Magistra.te of l.iainlJUl'i. 

by Order 

/l V. JnJH0_1Q_ 
. ~dtGO 

LuckDow: bth J~n.1Sl9~ 
Uhief 5e{.;ret~ry t~Uovernment 

~.:;"t~<·:: Unit cd l-'r ovi nc et~. ' 1,' . 

,::·:· 
l.k· 
r ,_ ... · ·. t ., . 
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;. 

,.· 

~· .·· , '·· > •".f ·'"iJ:·:,.~:·~'tj~:.'l'··~~/~ ·:~~ ·~,·:lk:· .. ·~:-n:nPENT?J+.v v . 
, . · · .• ;. .. ...•. · .-.. ·• ·~·:: ':.,; ,,·.;·::· ;·.:,:.~_:; · ... u~· ·· ~<+:· . ._ -4',+4.-:. . AIr r,- · v , 

' ,. ··.·:;·· ... , .. ·:,;•-.;x.-·--·-•>;.,-,-._,_,._·· ....... ,_,_.. ·,.·, .. ·~a rJ" . . , ~· /''1 ' ' 
'':·' .. :<~:i:•;_ :_\./ :;;' ·.::{\·?.-·;.;:}:::§J?;:~.:p\~;~~{l~i~:.::;\~~~;_>..:. .. : .. :_ ·~ •;,~::_; :/ .. •;;, ·.-,: • • (~~.,' <' < L \~:y :·f;r' ' 1 

... :1 
. ·.; "' ,:,_..,,,;·:;,.·!>- .. 'l··.,,r:<·/·:,.u,; ..... :;·,;-;.,•Q ...,.,..·-~· ·,·J<·· .• ,_,.:"'PyfJr"J.:,:::;_,c~~ ~/ ··t 
· · ;_~:;:: ·_. ~: .... >:~·; .. r~u·:.~rn~q~{t~~::·}X~i!J?-i;:L>--:·_.- :-ft.r<r<~-:i,t ,,:/- '.:·;~>_.·:_., .-: :~~:<® ·u·· ~~,~: \: 

S .,t}1e:r~::'a~e~:':re_a.'sona._ble,' groun<;f_s_;. for' 'J:)el i e__y~_ng,_~.th;n.~-;::the. ·· \. ' 
' ' ' • '· • • • :. '; : ·~' >; ,' :•'\' ;',11 ', ·: • : ' .: o ': ) ' ,• • ', I ' ' ' ,' • /' ; ! ' : •' • • ~:.: ;, ··:: .!: • • 

!'allowing persons,:· ~amely- ',·: · · .;)' .·.:· .. 
·~I • • ~- ·-:~ :;:~ ~<r· .. . \ .. 

:I .. (1)_.·:'Shiu··Kr..i~ri_~~ eon of ~hagwEm DaeBania.of 'village BarxwhE<.l 

polioe::l;ltat.ion.:K~_~h.~~;:.::~+et~iot Mainfuri 1 ·;.·· , ... ·, 
, .• ~:·· .· '· .• ·. . • ... ·• :,:·.:· .!·l' ·")~ --~ :.:~.-... ;:: ... ~ .. ;i .. f.~ ···,:' :· :,":j· ·. · .. , ·:·-<·:·:·. '1: 

. ( 2)'. Gopi:,Nji.th]."r,~>n ,ofc Tara. Shanka.r:. Brahman of::Ku~ri',. police 
-' .. ::· ·::::~ . : .. ..... .-.: ,;·;-~ .. ~;:;.~~-:,·: .. ::'t' ·.. . . . ._; '., ·· .... ' -.' _-::··')· ·.- :·. . 

·: station. Jaerana~·· ·diet:rict Mainpuri,- . . ' r..: · · ,:. :-:.;·,_::~·:' 
..... ,~::~\:~ -~ =~' ( ·•: -<·"~ .:. ,: ':. .<·;:"<'~·;,;~;;:.~' ·: -:,' : . . . '. . ': .,'•.:··' ': ._, . ·" 

· 'i~·:·~-\:~;:~.· ·.: (~.P~:)~~l~f':;:La~(;~~9n'.,(lf :_l~hik~ri Pae .Brahmar1 :.C?f. -l\·:l,i:P\lr.:::F~tti, 
· ': __ : .. :·.;~:·1-•.' ....... ,·r.jF_·~;- •:.~·.·.!.~,~-(~~?1~r~{hjl~~:t,5 ~:~-~;;:f.· -'·.~- ' · .t.~.-· .. -~-.;·.· ··.·. 1 :;:..:·.:~·/-···t --~ · · ·· 

·:> .-:~.:~_.}i?.~.:~~~,~t,~.~~~~-~~~~~?.·P/lfl:~ e}r~ o ~ ¥ainpuJ:;i 1 . .;.: .;::~:-,.~:~. :,_.!·_;_';_;·:~_.,.;;_:;.::)\:_'<;_~:-i!."."·.·.·.. . . - -~ 
,~'1 • • ! ... i,,•, t.-·-~ .... ·'/·~·<,. ,.,, . ~ .. ~··,.~··· 

:(:~.; .. ;·(~_:' (4);·~··RM1:'·4f~·r~.i~n':l?!it~dey'. eon ·of Mal' Chand Brahioan.:_pf,A,lipur _.," 

, ~.~~·;y,' ;~J.i~ ~.·.:~.tJ~~·~~ ~l>~~~op 1 die trio t Mainpuri, :;<: :f / . 
{.5);Dj;Ll~a;.t.>~tpgh~·aon,.,of Ham.Lal Brahrna~ of ,village Nitauli 1 

.·~P~lice.siaiion.~~r~al, 4ietr~ct Mainp"ri, 
. . . ,. . . ... -:. ··. ,. . .. . ' ·. ' . . . 

·: ·- ( 6) .>~ Karn<J~{:L~l' a on .of :Jharnm~r~ J~al :rt.ahaj an of' Bewar 1 · 
·.·!-~ ... ~. . . ~ .... ' .... ·,"; ;>.~:· : .. 

di etric t Mainpuri ~--- :., 
•• • ·, .: '• ,·, • 4 : •• 

; .. ::. ( 7).·-.... Sidh Gopal 
: ·'. : ~. 

!_. 

.· .. 
eon of G~hbar Singh Brahman of _village 

·;. 
F~andikhera?1pqlic~ station.Karhal.:and teacher. in D; A~ V. 

' .·• ' ' ' • ' ' , ' •. , •. ' '. \ I. · •. .' .J • 

_·_. .. _;}School·,. ¥e.inP).lriJ , :; -:· ... 

,, .. ,, ...••. , .. ·. , ' ,~;; , ( 6) '' Pr:b~~k~F • ~on of Chakhan Lal Brahman of y illag e Ali pur 

' . 

.. :i ! 

'.d 

I 
I 
I 

I 
; 

----------~-j 
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, .-::~·i<~·:;::;::·2·~!~Vt~U:;i~4Y~:.::;::;:;:::?;:{ .. :~::..,,;.. . ... ~ · ·.·.: :.::::;.. . . . .. . -.. ,--.~- ;..; ·~· ~~/. 
· 1.~ )' LS.:.~·~ sy1e$~). ~?p;;·qf·:;:.~_ip~~~ S~ng~: ~ra~~~.:: ~~·. ~-~.·. ~r;1d · .P~-~.~~c::2 9Jf~ 

1 

.' ~ta tion· Au~ai;~:;:~:··diG.t;i ot · J!itawa}f •. :. ·'. ·. ·., _; ··. \·::.·:, :·; ,-;.· '· ... :< ~ .:, (I\ ) - 'I ~;. 
·.,' . : •, > .~ ···~:·''• ~,.,',' 1.~:.:,'•~ .. ~-;-~~;·:.).t;::\, ... ; .~: I• ·;.:.• .•• ' :• '• ~ ' ',· .•'t.. ' . .: ... ~ •••• ,t·~ . 

· (18) Lalara..mrSingh eori.ofMoti Singh.Thakuz:·of Kewalgiri, 
'I, ' '. • : ·, • ' ' ', ~· ', :. ":, '· ; ... ~': '.\',, .; ~·' ' ' ' • ' • : • .' ; ·: : ' ' • 'l : [' • ' I: ' 
'district Aligarh', etudent ·of Rajput High School,. :f.gra, 

• ., I • 
!t,•' ..... 

. .. , 
.:• 

~· 

(19).Tikam Singh son of Raja Ram Singh•Tha.kur of Dhow, 
• ' . I~· . • ' . ' • •' ' 

• I, 

· ·distl~iot. Buland~hahr,~. student· of Rajpu:t High School~ Aligarh, 
· ... ~ :-~.1 . . . '. : ' ... ' · .. : . .... . . . . ,: . . ~ . . 
.. >·· (29). Raja ~am·.a~n of Murli::Phar Brahm~t:l of';Deokali, diiSt:rict 

.,> .':>.: 
.· Shahjah~~pur, .~tudent of· Mission School 1 ShahjahaQpur, 

: ' .. , ·' . . • , ,' , I .... : . . , .· . • . • . ~ ; . ·• .. ~ . 

. .:.c.~;Y .~.: · (21) Kf+li C}].!'l-ran. Sharma eon·, of Janki Prasad Brahman .of 
.'.".'/~:.:.:{~('~·· ·:-~·::;,.·;i·~;: ... ··· ... · :' .. >,:: ·,_/:.~/:~::-~.: . : ... · ·., ... ·:.,. · .. ·. . . . ··r. ·.~·~· . 

' )::'{t,Badripur. .l{adiaraj:·.police f!tation .Po.wayan
1 

dil5trict. Shahjahanpu:v·, 
·-;i~~~~~\·;~t/F· ~-~:~:·: .... ~.· ... ·_:···:\~.~~<:.< ... \,·:·~ .. ·.:;~:·.-:;·\~-~::f..~-~:1:~)i ..... !. ·.·:-:·::1· .: ... ,'. ', ·~· ... · .. ~. ~t·. :·.. ·. ' . .·, ., ' ~ : : I''.· >~ ··t' ~. ~ 
~.:;').;s;etudent ·o.f.:'·Bareil.ly,College forp1erly of Shahjaha.npur··Mheion 

m;:;,\::t~i~Q g' ·~:~~~h~, ~.~~~u;' ;,; > . ' ? ( ', ' ·;• ······ ·,' ' : ; . ' . :- .• 

,..,~ ··\·:\ (22) · ShiO:"CJ:laran·.Laleon of Ganga Ram. Brahman of Nag1a Daru, 
-:. '• . . . . . ' ' . • . t ·. -~ '. ,' : ~ ·~· .. • • . ' 

:>:,:·:>?,.police etatio~".ica~g~nj 1 · dietr{ct Etah, . . ~ r . . , ... ... . . . 

<.· . (23) S~m De~·. aon of Kishol'i Brahman ·of Biridra'pan, diBtrict. 
',· ; . ' '· .. ·;··. . . 

I'. 

. '::,. 

·:·.: .: .... <\:Muttra · · bookaell~; ··• · · · · • · 
. ~ ..... ~':·.~· .... :·;·'.">:;.· .. · ...... ··,\·:.':···.~· ... ··.:. '.;~.. ,, 

·. ·.~; '.,.;'~/;? > · ;,·:( ~.~)_· .. F,~~eh:.·.~ingh ·SOfl;·~ of Shankar Singh of :Fa teh~i.tr Ro shnai 1 

· :.·.:.~":polioe .. station·Binor, district Cawnpore 1 pressmap, , .. ·. 
. · .... : ..... 1 ~ ~·! \~' ' ·.' ' . ~ ' ' ,., :' • ' • •• ~: • ' ' ' • • J• ' ' •• ' • 

· '·::;:\'·:·.:·'::: (25) .Kallian Du~t son'· of ·Lalji Bra}1 ... wan q·f~ Girdharipur, · 
.:,/·:>.-~,:~~··.;· .. ····.:··':·, ·;.· ·:· . ... : .... ,· ·.: . .\.'. •' ,!> • • •• 

·, · :;;;:.d.i~trict. Etawahi. :echool'teacher and ?aid, -, ·· · 
' . c ~ ...... ;·::l·. ' ', .;, . .'~. . •. •. ; . •' ·, ·::-.... , ... .'. : . '. . . . . . .. ... ·. 

<<·.··:~>.ft(! /::.;···:;:.·:,~(~6) · .. sa~~~:····,S..ine;h• aon·, of Chokey Lal Ahir pf Baraoli, :police 
... :,·'. ~)i:"f ":- ·, .. ·: . < .. ' . '. ", ·. :·' ·:::~. <:: .. · . : ~. .. . ... . 

· .·' '':~·ij,;: etati9n· TajganJi::· die.triot· Agra, ·": 
' ,• .•. t}.tl i. .. . ' ' . ' . . :: ~ .. . -: .. · . ,• ' .,... . . . .. : . 
. :·if~·:.·~~)'\~·,<. :·,:.:.: .. (2?):.A~~-b·:~·i~~h ~!T ofo~#~'17.1'lh-·Thakur of· Noner

1 
police 

:} .. ~.~~f~~-';!~ .. ':\',1·.~~~-_ ... ;·/·<:·:,\·.~:··~·.:.-:·~.·~:;,.·~:~:t.., :,:..-. ~. \~ ' .. · ... . t. · ... " 

··)i:.-:w~~\~~~t.i~~>~~~~.:· .<t~~:~~i.c t:·l4ainpur1, .. , . · . . , 
<A::;Jf;· .. ;_ .. '·:.· ··~ .. : .. ~·<··.:\~·~,: ..... 
. : ·. ·. :\ lu;t.ve ~nt~re,~ .• ~lf~A. a. o~~minal. conBpi~acy to comwi t tbe offence El 

~, 1 ·1 • • ~ · ~ .' , , ' .J 1 '"1 I . ' · 

1.~~/§~~f.+~r~;~:~~i~~?.~;y~ ;eed~tior~, .mak~ng preparation to oonunit 

··. · ,.,, .. ~~H?r'· ·'· ::';-"•.·.f' :.~~~~t~~~~\e ~it~ ,dee.- th,~.· transpo~t.a Uon .:~r 
.~:fj.,·,;~:,J'I· . . . '·· '1)':.,· ' ·: ........ · .. ~ ,. ·,.· ·~: ·~ :·,~· ··~. ' ' ,. 

nt.J,~:f !J.'.'l~~nv ~f.::yi.'Q. ~e~r. ~ '·~;'' lupv.;a~d 6, ·: .. a.nd 
.~:rr .. ·t.~:..,>~ -~~:t~i~·=.:·:~.-.·~·~· .. ~,.··:: .. :, i· /.r: ... ·!.::.:, ,.; .. _.~ .. 1 

•• ~ ~ •.•• 
~e·'.'1ff\,r:<againet:<.tbe ·~ing Qr',·.to.·~epri ve the 
~>l.:-~~:>·1~;~.;\ti·!~;~~·~!.'' :'i.~\\~1. _:. . :::·.~. ·J~ '. ·.:. .. ', .. ; \ ·:.· 

.~~;~:~~~~f.~J~f.N:H~~~. Ol: . .-haye. corspii·ed to . 
. •l ~i • I~·")-!.-:;" •',y •j ~ .. ~. '' l: ', i "' • 

1 1.' rpqJlthe .tJov8~nment · of India or· ., ~ ~~::~·~:::::·~4 . ' ' . ' '... . 

.. 

. . ·~';'·f~~.J.~~~ble under sec ti one 120 :a 

~~.t~~~.t~te:~~~ f·i\ · ·· 
· .. ';;~···:liJ•vJ.~· ... of1.-:,.,~···;\·· ·.· .. 

. ~t.~:".Pq~;-:;)~H~9t~pp 196 A and section 196 of 
I t.J't.l\',••J I '•J-AI 1 ' 1 ·.'I 

:}:'•"' ,):~;~.·;~ /N~:~~ •'·: . '. . ·. 

~p~~~\:9-q_~.~ti~Hf~,o.H, ,~r'. c .,:·E ~ .,w. ·sands, Super-· 
. _. ~~-...:.·~.} ·j>~~·i·'i~ ... ;~-;:r·.·~-~r.- .. ·~.-·-~.· t.::: •. . ... . . . :·:: 

.: .:~.~~,.~~?~~;;;~1~~~~~~~{~~ rr.( to .. ~il.e' .~. c ompl a,i nt againe t. 
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My Order, 
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Chief Secretary to Government, 
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·united Provinces. 
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'· 

fo. tt.1,, ii·P9+.~.~-~, s ta_t! ... ~.)l, §.ro ~ "o., , ~ i.s ~~ i<. :t, M& nfu n • 
• ·r :.-·' .. ') !~-- : ::~ ·y, .-~ ·:,- =·:·.r. . :. . . . . . 

·(9): Cha.nqradila~ "son of Mewa. Ram ,Kayaeth::of· Muhalla Chipati, ·. 
,o,~ .,,,, .. ~, ''-~"H.::~--~:· '•: ,~'.: • ' \ ·~ '·.; ~' '\ 1• '\ ' 

Main:p~ri City::·. · \·' " · ··' -
. --~ ..... ·~-): .:··\· ~ ., . ' :- :--:" ... - . .. . .... 

( · ( 10) Gend~ ... Lal so:n ·of Bhqla Na th Brahman · Qf village Mai, 
·-: - - . - -· ~ :·. ~··:1 ··. - ·- . : · .. '" . - ... -- . --'· ~ 

-·i. 
polio·~ .ste:tion .. ~Bah,·· district Agra,. . ' . ,• ... -.. . . - . "... - . . .. . -. . ... 

(11) Madho Ram son of Shib Dayal Brahman of Alipur Patti, 
•• v •• -- •. . .• . . - •• -· ... . • • • ••••• , •• - . ' . . .. -- .. - .. ., •. • . • . . . . • --~-

police station Ehogaon, district Mainpuri, teacher of Tahsili, . . · .. ~ . ' . : -· ...... · ... , ... -- . •'' - .. -- .. -· . -- ...... -· .. '' 

l i ."1' 

School .. at Tindauli, dietrict Mainputi, 
. ';. ,. . .. ... -~. .... ' - ... -- -- ....... ,, .. -. . . . . . .. 

.. ~;- . (12). Partab Singh son of.Saghar Singh Thakur of Noner, 
;·.·. _!·-~~ 1'1, •• :·'- ..... ""' • .............. _. __ ..... "". • ~ ., •• _... -· .- •• -·..... • ..... - ....... ~ ···:.-- • 

. ,·:;·<-.~.· .. school maete:~:. of Noner, police .station and die.trict Main:puri, 
:('·:::- .. : .. ··, ........ -~ :::- .. ~·_- ...... · ... ··_· .:·· . .. ---· .... ,. . .. , 

.· .;--·; ' . (13) Deb Narayan son of Sham Lal Brar.JIW.n of .Agra City, 
·' -/.;. .... :· • .. · ': . ~---. ". :~ .. -., .... ., ...... ·~ ... -.. . .... ····- .. ·· 

.. :· ·;;.~;::. > .. .;:_;·~~;.4L~f!.l~~r~~.:':d_· ~or:_.o~_Mu_r~~~~a.:r Brahman of Sadar Bazaar, 
. t_/ ~- ~-.~-~.;.:~~: ·,. I . . • •. ·' ,· ' . '. ··~~· ,' >.; , ~ 

:::::: ·~: 1 l'i;.· :police :o t~:L tion.::anfl district Shahj ahanpur, 
·.' :.:,.:·._. ... _-1}<1'': . :. ·~·\ It•· ;.·.·:,! .... .._ ... _ .. ~· ·.-;~'"''. -·, ..... -·-

·.· !~'l:':{t ···.·: :i;(15);Ganga.Singh son of Rangi Singh Thalcur of KJ1ander, police: 
. '\ , ~/..-~~'·.{~·' : ~:··,~;"!'_-, .. :·• , ~ ... _. .•. _ .. ~r-J· -··. . --~ ... - ..... 

. :;~.~·,;, i/F.·: \:. e.ta ti~-~. Ja~~~~ba~! .. ~1~ ~ric t Shahj ahanpur, 
'' -~:(.' ... { ' ' . 

· !'( · ( 16·} Ulfa t Singh son of Het Ram Singh ~.'hakur of Hasanpur, . 'il.,.: ' .............. _·:--. . . - ......... ., -·.· ... - - ·-. , .· 
· 'police station ~emra, district Agra, student of Raj put High 

... , '~ ... · .. . . . .. •· ... 
. . . 

· S')h.oo~·'· As'!_.a_,· :~.· . ... 

. ·.}y:;:~;:~.ri · ... _::~ .{ ~?): ~.~~~.-~~l(~h son of Binda Singh Brahman of town and pol ice 
~· :.,,~{, ~~~~-- I ~ ~ 

.·:·:-:, ,atati~n Auraiya,. dietric.t Etawah, · 
'.i ':,-,:: '• J,/ ,· . .... ~- ....... ·-... -~ . . . ....... - -· •. 

;. ·:·::'. , .. ~ . .'J~~ 1 L.EJ:~~~~.~. Singh son of Moti Singh 'l'hakur of Kewalgiri, 
\· ..... 
·:,~ ... dietr~ct A~i?a.rhL ~~u~~~t. of ~ajput High .~choolJ Agra, 

··;:- ... (19). Tikrun' Singh son ~f Raja Ram Singh 'l'hakur of Dhow, 
'.'\;:·· ···~-~-'··:·:·"· ····~· ~--··· .. . . .. . . ' . 

. , .. dietrict Bulan9,ehahr, student of Rajput Hign School, Alignrh, 
'· :· .... '.· ,. -. . . .. \ .. . . . ' . .. . . 

! • i J, •• ,! : ~ 

'1:-·.: ~'(20) Raja.:Ram son of Murli Dhar Brahman of Deokali, district 
' :,.: ' ···:·-----"-··---·. ' .... ' ~·: ...... , . . - . .. .. , 

· .. ·:··· ·s~ahjM.an:pur,·'atudent of Mission Scl:-ool, Shahja.hanpur, 

· .. _\>}.'~·· ... (2.l)-.K~;~·9~~~~.s~~·~m~ eon of Janki PraiJad Brahman of Budl'i-
>ft~'.i.il~ -~~-· :··""·-·· .... -:.':'··--·· ............ -········ ... . 

:: ~·.~::~rj01:-,_;.~~~: ':f!~?~~~~-~.!)f~~.?-0?.~ _e ~~ t_~~~ ~?~vay~~!. ·die ~.r,ic ;. ~hahj ahanpur, 

· ~·~_,;~~~2~.C~!J~~~i~J:.~.~r .. ·.c.ol~ege::fqrmerly. of· Shahj ahanpur, Mi 5s ion 
1:·'1,:.,.,.,,,., ··'·,: ·•1·,, ;":A'J1r.··. •· ' · 

\,.,. -i~~·~,~~~+~-~~;~~~~~~~P,~~~:,:: ... > ·, . .' r:· .. · ·~, .. : 
· ~~~~·;~ ~~urf~·!·~l.~j}(22) rsllt~f;rih·~;a~:·Lal :s~n ·of Ganga .Ra.IT\ Brahman of Nagla. Daru, 

I 1 ,-;;•: ·~:t.~#· . ..:..:·r.~'4"~·ft. ... "t,--tf.;! l••<~i.r:'~~·)''-'f~~r~ • , ....... " :./.,J r ~·· • • - • , _,,;.,~-,if_~~ ~"4.'J ~!~·.f.··''' {'~:.;·,~n~ 1~:~ I, ,.. • • . · 

. ·: · .. ~-~~.'·,-,·.P~~f~.o;.~ta~~~~;.~~f?~nJ, · d!~.~~i~t E.~a:n.. . 
'. ·::;~'~f-·~.:·:·~.J-~~~.:~-~~~~~P,~~/J.?n of Kiehori Brahman of Bindraban,district 

:~.'.·:.:,. Muttr~/b~qkseli,er ' 
.. · . . ; ...... \ .... -... ~~ .... : ""'. ; ~ .. . .. . ~. ./: 
i) ' . 

~· ··(24)'F~teh.:-Singh .eo~ of Shankar Singh of Fatehpur Rozhnai,· 
.,,.._ :,. ......... , ··,.. ... ..,...,, , ... '. ·~··. .. ... '• .. I' 

.Polio~ st.a tion ':Sinor,- die tric t Cawnpol·e presnn1an 
• ' ' • '•'""' •,."' ·~, • I "'• :J • •' • • • ~ .. • • • " . . : , • • ' J 

. · · (25) K'alli;{nDutt .. son of Lalji.Brahman of Gtrrly,.,.,..;~.---
..... , •• ol - .. :. •• .. • ~ ' • ~- •• ' • • • , .. •• :. ·: • .. • • • 

!, 
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•.. ;- : ... :"' ~; :' ;~. ''''-~--~~ :: -:,-: '': '.:- ~-;,?:!;, ,i;.-.• :; , ... ·: 
:• · . •• ' ~I •' 

. . ·, 
·, ',• 

. I 

( 26) Sahib.· Singh son of Chokey Lal Ahir of 

··\Jstutiop _3'ajg_anj, distript Agra, 
. . .. . 

(27) Ajab 8 1ngh s_o_n of .A('of<i~~ .?.'l,( Thakur of lfon'er, police 
\}) station and district M:adqmx± Ma.inpuri.·.,,/ 
:3 

J 

:.:. 
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APPENDIX - XVII 

List of Arrests 

nate Name, parentage &. Occupation 

residence ----------------- ----------
Dec.1, 191 B Sheo Krishna, s/o student (private) 

Shri Bhagwan Das, Bania, of Mainpuri, 

4 of Barnahal, PoS.Karhal, formerly Mainpuri 

Mainpurio Mission School. 

D e co 1 , 1 91 8 Gop i Nat h , S/ o student of Mainp uri 

1"1'! 
Shri Tara Shanker, Brahman Mission School. 

of Kurri, Bo Jasrana, 

r.llainpurio 

Deco1,1918 Dalpat Singh, S/o Student of Mainpuri 

Shri Ram Lal, Brahman, of t.llission School. 

Nitauli, P.s. Karhal, 

Mainpurio 

Deco 1,1918 Sidh Gopal, S/o A sst to Teacher, 

Shri Ghabar Singh, Brahman DoA.V. School, 

of Chandikhera, Mainpuri formerly student 

of Mainpuri Mission 

School. 

J Dec.1,1918 Prabhakar, s/o student of Ry. 

Shri Chakhan Lal, Brahman School, Tu.ndla, 

of Alipur Patti,Mainpuri formerly of Mission 

School. 



'' r . 

Date Name, parentage & 
residence. 
-----------------

Dec.1 ,1918 Chandradhar, S/o 

Shri Mewa Ram, Kayasth of 

Chipati Moh alla, 

Mainpuri 

Dec. 2,1 91 8 Dammi Lal, S/o 

Shri Bhikari Das, Brahman 

of Alipur Patti, P. s. 

Bhogaon, Mainpuri. 

D ec • 2 , 1 91 8 l il a D h a r , S/ o 

Shri Khatrapal, Ahir, of 

Jaramao~ P. s. Karauli, 

Mainpuri. 

Dec.2,1918 Babu Ram, S/o 

Shri Sanehi lal~ Kayasth 

of Bewar, Mainpuri. 

Dec.3,1918 Karhori lal, S/o 

Shri Jhamman Lal, Mahajan 

of Bewar, P.S. & District 

Mainpuri. 

Dec.3,1918 Bhurey Singh, S/o 

301 

Occupation 

Student (private) 

of Mainpuri, for-

merly of Mission 

School, Mainpuri. 

Contractor, formerly 

of Mission School, 

Mainpuri. 

Student of Mission 

School, Mainpuri. 

Student of M is sian 

School, Mainpuri. 

Student of Mission 

School, Mainpuri. 

Student of Mission 

Shri Sukh Ram Singh, Thakur School, Mainpuri. 

of Dhakpurwa, P. S. Sohawar, 

Eta h. 



ii. 

Date Name, parentage & 
residence. -----------------

Dec.3,1918 Shambhu Dayal, S/o 

302 

Occupation 

----------
Stud en t of M is s ion 

Shri Baldeo Prasad,Kayasth School, Mainpuri. 

of Karauli, P. s.Debinagar, 

Mainpuri. 

Dec. 6,1 91 8 De bend ra Nath, S/ o Student of Mainpuri 

Shri Shiv Charan, Kayasth Mission School, but 

of Bareilly. for recently 

expelled. 

Dec. 13,1918 Lala Ram Singh, S/o 
Student of Rajput 

Sh ri Singh, Thakur of H. S. School, Agra. 

Kewalgiri, Aligarh. 

Dec.14,1918 Ram Narayan, S/o Student of Agra 

Shri Mool Chand, Brahman Medical School and 

of Alipur Patti, P.s. formerly of Mission 

Bhogaon, Mainpuri. School, Mainpuri. 

Jan.13,1919 Tikam Singh, S/o Student of Rajput 

Shri Raja Ram Singh,Thakur High School, Agra. 

of Dhow, Bulandshahr. 

Jan.1 S, 191 9 Raja Ram, S/o 
Student of Mission 

Shri Murli Dhar, Brahman School, Shahj a han-

of Deokali,Shahjahanpur. pur. 

Jan.18,1919 Kali Charan Sharma, S/o Student of Bareilly 

Shri Janki Prasad,Brahrnan College & formerly 

of Badripur Hadiara, of Shahjahanpur 
~ ... 



·~· 

Date Name, parentage & 
residence. 

P.S.Powayan,Shahjahanpur. 

Jan.13,1919 Thakur Prasad Sharma, S/o 

Shri Tika Ram, Brahman of 

Firozabad, Agra. 

Jan.25,1919'.Sheo Charan Lal, S/o 

Shri Ganga Ram, Brahman of 

303 

Occupation 

Mission School. 

student of Agra 

College, Agra. 

B oak seller, 

Nagla Daru, P.S.Kasganj,Etah. 

Jan.2B,1919 Ram Ratan, 5/o Shri Nand Formerly teacher 

Kishore, Brahman of of Rajput High 

11-1a1 pur a, Agra. School, Agra. 

Jan.2B,1919 Scm Dec, 5/o Shri Kishori, Bookseller 

Brahman of Bindraban, 

Muthra. 

Jan.31, 1 919 Ram Dec, s/o Shri Ganga Bookseller 

Dhar, Brahman of Jaitpura, 

B enara s. 

J a n • 31 , 1 91 9 G end a La 1 , S/ o Sh r i B h o 1 a School Master 

Nath, Brahman of village 

Mai, P.s. Bah, Agra. 

Feb. 5,1 91 9 Sidh Gopal, 5/o Shri Shea Pressman 

Sagar Lal, Brahman of 

B igapur, U nna o. 

Feb. 6,1 919 Ram Das, S/o Shri DebiDin, Proprietor of 

Kurmi, of Hasanganj,Lucknow. Printing Press. 



t~ 

Date Name, parentage & 
residence. 

feb,5,1919 Nand Kishore of fatehpur, 

P,S, & District fatehpur, 

304 

Occupation 

Pressman. 

feb,5,1919 fateh Singh, 5/o Shri Shanker Pressman, 

Singh of fatehpur Roshnai, 

P,S, Binor, Cawnpore, 

feb,8,1919 Muthra Prasad, S/o Student of Etawah 

Shri Gauri Shanker, Brahman sanatan Dharm High 

of Auraiya, Etawah, School. 

feb, 18,1919 Kallian Dutt, 5/o School Teacher and 

1 • 

Shri Lalji, Brahman of Baid, 

Girdharipur, Etawah, 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No,113, 

PP• 415-417, 
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At a time when the investigation of the Mainpuri 

Conspiracy Case was practically completed, the escape of 

Genda Lal and Ram Narayan from police custody dealt a 

severe blow to the strength of the prosecution case. 
1 

Owing to this escape of the approvers and the consequent 

weakening of the case "it was decided to let the case go to 

the ordinary courts and not to proceed with the application 

for the extension of the Defence of India Act (vide U.P. 

Government letter No.198F, dated March 5, 1919,Flag 'F' )
2 

And orders for the same were issued in G.O.No.548 F on 

May 1 7 , 1 91 9. 
3 

On March 13, 1919, the District Magistrate, 

Mainpuri saw the accused in the Conspiracy case at the jail 

at their request. They duly informed the District Magis-

trate that if their case was not put up in Court immediately 

they would go on a hunger strike. When the District 

Magistrate told them that their case was going to be put 

up that very day, they replied by saying that they would 

not be satisfied by merely being taken to the court and 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

~ainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Note by C. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated May 15, 1919, 
p.465. 

Ibid., Letter to Chief Secretary by Mr.Biggane, 
dated May 15, 1919, p.463. 

J.lli. 
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then sent back to jail. 

produced in the Court. 1 

They wanted evidence to be 

The District Magistrate informed 

Mr. sands of this meeting and made the following observe-

tion of the situation: 

hJudging from their demeanour these young men 

have now grown not only desperate but defiant. I think 

this is due to the long period for which they have been in 

custody, to the petitions for bail not having been allowed 

by the High Court and to some of them having been released 

lrJhile others being still kept in custody." 

He described the demeanour of Shea Krishna in 

court as defiant. 2 

On March 1 O, 1919, Sands had sent the following 

application to the District Magistrate, Rai Radha Raman 

Bahadur: 

1 • 

2. 

"The orders of Government are now being taken 

in regard to the production of evidence in the 

case K.E. Versus Shea Krishna and others under 

Sections 1 20B &. 1 21 A, I. P. C. Unless ordered to 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113, 
Letter to Mr.0 1 Donell from C.Sands, dated 
March 14, 1919, .p.439. 

J..Eid. 
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do otherwise by Government, I shall put up 

certain evidence in the case on March 13, 

1919. 111 

In this application he also informed the District 

Magistrate that for certain reasons he did not intend to 

produce evidence against some of the accused under arrest. 

They were, Lila Dhar, son of Khetra Pal of Bewar, Debendra 

Nath, son of Shiv Choran of Bareilly, Thakur Prasad Sharma, 

son of Tika Ram of Agra, Ram Rattan, son of Nand Kishore, 

Agra, Ram Deo, son of Ganga Dhar, Benaras, Sidh Gopal, son 

of Shea Sagar Lal, Unnao, Ram Dasp son of Debi Din,Lucknow 

Nand Kishore, and Mathura Prasad, son of Gauri Shanker, 

Auraiya, Etawah. Sands, therefore, asked for orders to be 

issued for their release under Section 169 C.P.C. 2 The 

3 
orders for release were issued on March 12, 1919. 

Thus, as directed by the Chief Secretary, Sands 

put up the case K. E. Versus Shea Krishna and other in the 

court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri on March 13, 1919. 

He was assisted by Pandit Jagat Narayan, Public 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Application of Sands 
to District Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated March 
10, .1919, Vol.6, p.94. 

I bid. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Vol.6, p.94. 
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1 
Prosecutor. On side of the conspirators were Purshottam 

Das Tendon, Pandit Radhunath Sahai, Babu Kalicharan &. 

Pend it Bindraban Prasad. 2 When the case was opened their 

first proceeding was to apply for and obtain the release 

of Shambhu Dial, Baburam and Bhura Singh, under Section 494 

3 
(a) C.P.C. 

Sands was the first witness and produced the 

complaint and the sane tioning order and then deposed to 

having had searched for the absconding accused. He 

obtained an order of the court for proceedings under Section 

512 in respect of all except Ram Narayan and Genda Lal. 

SSnds also deposed to the fact that the absconding of Genda 

Lal and Ram Narayan had adversely-affected his case and so 

it was absolutely necessary for him to completely readjust 

his brief which he would be able to do within 14 days. 

sands was 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

submitted to some cross . t. 4 exam1na J.on. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, fElice File No.113. 
Letter to Mr.O'Donnell, from C.Scinds, dated 
March 1 4 , 1 91 9 , p. 4 3 7. 

The Independent, Wednesday, April 16, 1919, 
Vol.11, No.SB, p.9. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Memo
randum of Evidence and Judgment, Dated March 
13, 1919, Vol.3, p.7. 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Letter to Mr.O'Donnell from C.Sands, dated March 
14, 1919, p.437. 
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After Sands' evidence was recorded, Dalpat Singh 

was produced before the Court and a conditional pardon was 

asked for and granted by the Magistrate under Section 337, 

1 
C.P.C. After that S.I. Irtiza Husain of the Mainpuri 

Kotwali was produced to prove the recovery of arms and 

equipment from the house of Karhori Lal in Mainpuri on 

December 1, 1918. He also produced the copies of the Hindi 

leaflet, of which a translation was furnished to the 

Court. 2 

Man Singh was then produced and he deposed to the 

recovery of the form of oath of membership from Ram 

Narayan. 
3 A translation of the same was given to the Court. 

Dalpat Singh was then put up and was briefly examined to 

prove the existence of the secret society. He admitted to 

being a member of the society and named some others he knew 

as members. He gave information regarding the objects of 

the Society, the form of oath of membership Dalpat Singh 

1 0 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

3. (i) 

(ii) 

------------------·-----------------------------
Mainpuri Conspiracy ~' Police FiLe N~l!l· 
Letter to Mr.O'Donnel from C. sands, dated 
March 14, 1919, p.437. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. State
ment of Irtiza Husain, Sub Inspector, dated 
March 13, 1919, Vol.3, pp.10-12. 

Ibid. 

l!?i£.., p.12. 
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said that he had taken part in dacoity expedition to 

Etawah. He also described the part taken by the conspira-

tors on the issue of the Hindi leaflet and also named the 

men who had pasted them up in Mainpuri. 1 A date was then 

asked for 10 or f~een days later for the next hearing of 

the case. The court fixed March 28, 1919. 2 

By March 22,1919, Pandit Jagat Narayan had 

completed his examination of the evidence in the Mainpuri 

Conspiracy Case and he considered that it c'uld be proved 

that there was a conspiracy whose object was to collect 

arms and to drive the British out of India. The evidence 

would also produce a 11 moral conviction 11 that the accused 

3 
or most of them were concerned. Even so, it \vas 

realised that the evidence against the accused was very 

weak except as regards three or four. It was felt that if 

Dalpat Singh did not break down in cross-examination and 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas.e, ..E.2!lce File No.113. 
letter to Mr.0 1 Donne11 from C. sands, dated
March 14, 1919, p.437. 

Mainpuri Conspirac~ ~· Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Statement 
of Irtiza Husain, Sub-Inspector, dated March 13, 
1919, Vo1.3, pp.10-12. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Notes and Orders dated March 22, 1919, p.443. 
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that general~ the evidence stood cross examination, the 

1 
case should be proved against three or four. It was 

also agreed upon by the Government that although, owing to 

the absconding of the two principal approvers they would 

probably not be able to secure the conviction of more than 

two or tour persons, they would atleast be able to show 

the existence of the conspiracy and that there were 

d f th . . d t 2 groun s or e enqu~r~es an arres s. They also 

decided that "the result of the exposure lrJOuld have a good 

effect in scorching this or .. 1 . . 113 
s~m~ ar consp~rac~es. 

Regular trial commenced on March 28, 1919, on 

which day the charge was withdrawn against Ajab Singh of 

the Mainpuri district of whose complicity the evidence was 

. ff. . t 4 
~n-su ~c~en • Sands was then put up and he filed a 

fresh complaint in respect of 5 more accused. He deposed 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. (i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
NOTES AND ORDERS dated March 22, 1919, p.443. 

Ibid. 

1..!ll:.,g. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Note by C.Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated May 15, 1919,p.465. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Note 
dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3, p.15. 
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to have had a search made for four of the men mentioned in 

t h e c o mp 1 a in t , t h e fifth on e b e in g in j a i 1 • H e a 1 so 

admitted that there was no likelihood of their being 

arrested in the near future and that during the last two 

weeks he had made every effort to trace Genda Lal and Ram 

Narain but without success. 1 
Following Sands• statement 

an order was passed by the Court that since Genda lal, Ram 

Narain, Bhairon Singh, Jori Singh, Gobind Singh and 

Ramadhin were absconding and since there was no likelihood 

of their being arrested in the near future, under Section 

512 C.P.C. evidence would be recorded in their absence.
2 

On the same day Somdeo was tendered a conditional pardon 

by the Court.
3 

After these formalities being over, the prosecu-

tion of the accused in the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case was 

started. 

The witnesses for the Prosecution numbered a 

hundred end sixteen and the recording of their statements 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Maineuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedinqs in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Ma inpu ri ,"~tda ted 
March 26, 1919, Vol.3, p.15. 

Mainpuri ·conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Order 
passed in the Court of R.R.R. Bahadur, District 
Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated March 26, 1919, 
Vol.3, p.15. 

.l!?i.!2·· p.16. 
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lasted till ~1ay 6, 1919. 1 0 n May 7 , 1 91 9 , a 11 t h e a c c u s ed 

were put up in the Court but they refused to answer any 

questions. They said that they were innocent and that they 

would answer all questions in the Court of Sessions only. 

They were, Shea Krishna, Karhori Lal, Gopinath, Sidh Gopal, 

Prabhakar, Chandradhar, Raja Ram, Kali Charna, Dammi Lal, 

Shea Charan Lal, Mukundi, and Fateh Singh. 2 K a rho ri Lal 

who had earlier made a statement in front of the District 

Magistrate, changed his mind and decided to remain tr~e to 

his fellow members and said that his earlier statement was 

3 
false and not voluntary. 

On May 12, 1919, Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District 

Magistrate, charged all the twelve accused of indulging 

between the months of January, 1916 and January 1919, 

dacoity, robbery, theft, preparation to commit dacoity and 

sedition, "a~ defined in Section 124 A of the I.P.C.,being 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. State
ment of Prosecution witnesses (From March 28, 
1919, to May 6, 1919), Vol.3, pp.16-274. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Memo
randum of Examination under Section 364 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure 1882, made of the 
accused, dated May 7, 1919, Vol.3, pp.275-297. 

Ibid., dated May 7, 1919, p.277. 



~.· 

. ~-

314 

offences punishable with death, transportation, or rigorous 

imprisonment for a term of 2 years and upwards. 11 The 

accused had "thereby committed an offence punishable under 

Section 120 B of the I.P.C. and within the cognizance of 

the Court of Sessions, Mainpuri". 

He further charged these men of conspiring to 

wage war against the King and to deprive him of the 

sovereignty of British India or of conspiring to overthrow 

the Government of India by means of criminal force, an 

offence punishable under Section 121 A of the I.P.C. and 

also "within the cognizance of thi aforesaid Court of 

Session." Thus, Rai Radha Raman Bahadur directed that 

these men be tried py the Sessions Court on the aforesaid 

1 charges. Karhori Lal was also separately charged with 

having in his possession arms and ammunition without a 

licence under the Arms Act (XI of 1878) an offence 

punishable under Section 19(f) of the Indian Arms Act and 

within the cognizance of the Court of Session, Mainpuri. 

Thus Karhori lal would be tried by the Court of Session on 

2 this charge too. 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Charge 
issued by Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District 
Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated May 12, 1919, Vol.3, 
pp. 2 99' -3 00. Please see. Appendix - x v 111 

~·, p. 3 01. Please see Appendix- x1 x. 
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In the Order of Commitment, Rai Radha Raman 

Bahadur, District Magistrate, Mainpuri, reported that 

"The Local Government sanctioned under Sections 196 A and 

196 Cr.P.C. the prosecution of 37 persons for offences 

u n de r Sec t ion 1 2 0 B a nd 1 21 A I • P • C • The Public Prosecu-

tor with the permission of the court withdrew the charge 

in respect of 8 persons and they were discharged. Two had 

been released before this along with seven others under 

Section 169 C.P.C. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

B. 

9. 

1 0. 

11 • 

1 2. 

1 3 • 

Thirteen men viz; 

Madhoram, 

Pratap Singh, 

Lal Singh, 

Deb Narain, 

Gobind Singh, 

Ram Prasad, 

Ram Narain l escaped from custody. 

had been arrested but 

Genda Lal 

G a n g a Si n g h , 

B h a iron Si n g h , 

Tori Singh, 

Lala Ramadhin, & 

Ulfat Singh, 

are still absconding and the evidence has been recorded 

against them under Section 512 Cr.P.C. Conditional pardon 

was offered to and accepted by Dalpat Singh and Somdeo and 
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they have been examined as approvers. The following 12 

persons are now committed for trial by the Court of Session; 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

a. 

9. 

1 0. 

11 0 

1 2. 

Sheo Krishna alias Seth, Mahendra, 

Shiva, 

Gopinath, alias Mahesh, 

Dammi Lal, alias Ram Lal, 

Karhori Lal, 

Sidh Gopal, alias Thalthal, 

Prabhakar, alias Aditya, 

Chandradhar, alias Ganpat, 

Raja Ram, alias Gattam, 

fateh Singh, alias Bhudeo, 

Kali Charan, 

Makundi,alias Bhangri, Bharat Bir, 

Sheo Charan Lal, alias Raghubir. 1 

The trial commenced in the Court of Session on 

June 2, 1919, and tinished on July 27, 1919. 2 The first 

witness for the Prosecution was Dalpat Singh, 

1 • 

2. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Order 
of Committment, dated May 16, 1919, Vol.3, 
pp.307-309. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Police file No.111. 
Report by Pandit Jagat Narayan, sent to 
Mr.C.M.Kaye, Legal Remembrancer, United 
Provinces, dated August 4, 1919, p.519. 
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.3.17 

Pandit Jagat Narayan was the Prosecutor and 

Mr. B. C. Chatterjee 
2 

(Bar-at-Law), the Defence Counsel. who 

was also assisted by Mr.P.D.Tandon. 
3 

There were three Assessors, whose names were; 

L.Kedar Nath Vaish, M.Hakim Uddin Sheikh, and Thakur 

Narain Singh. 
4 

The trial had barely got under way when Shea 

Krishna, the head of the Mainpuri district and the princi-

pal accused escaped from the Mainpuri jail on the night of 

June 5, 1919. He had been confined in a barrack along with 

seven other ordinary prisoners. 5 (The accused per sons in 

Conspiracy cases used to be locked up separately with other 

prisoners in different barracks. 6 ) Shea Krishna escaped 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~s.sions Record. 
- __ , Vo1.1, p.111. 

The Independent, saturday, June 28, 1919, Vol.11, 
No.121, p.3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~. In the Court of 
Sessions Judge of Mainpuri, dated Mainpuri, 
1919, Vo1.3, p.3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Police File No.113. 
Serial No.1/23. Report submitted to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home 
Department, p.69. 

1£!£., Telegram to Chief Secretary, Government 
of U.P., Mr.A.C.Chatterji, from District Magis
trate, Mainpuri, p.477. 
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along with three other convicts, two of whom were night 

1 watch men and one overseer, by cut t in g a n iron bar of 

the barrack grating (adjacent to his bed) which was then 

bent back. 
2 The men climbed over the main intervening 

wall into the jail garden enclosure which had 'Kachcha' 

wall So They then climbed over this outer wall and 

escaped at 12 in the night, The wall was sealed apparently 

by one man standing against it and the others mounting on 

the shoulders of one another till the top was reached. 

last man probably climbed up with the help of a 'dhoti' 

which Shea Krishna was wearing.
3 

The escape of Shea Krishna was considered most 

unfortunate as his conviction was an absolute certainty. 4 

1 • 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Police File No.113. 
Telegram to Chief Secretary, Government of U.P. 
Mr.A.C.Chatterji, from District Magistrate, 
Mainpuri, p.477. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record.State
ment of C. E.ltJ. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated June 6, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.42 (a). 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Police File No.113. 
Serial No.1/23. Report submitted to the Secre
tary to the Government of India, Home Depart
ment, p. 6 9. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case. Police File No.113. 
Telegram to Chief Secretary, Government of 
United Provinces, Mr.A.C.Chatterji, from Dis
trict Magistrate, Mainpuri, p.477. 

l!?i.Q.., Serial No.1/23. Report submitted to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart 
ment, p.69. 
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As an approver, Dalpat Singh st~ted how he 

became member of the 'Gupta Sanstha' and the incidents 

which led him to approach the District Magistrate and gave 

full information regarding the society and its members. He 

gave information regarding the following incidents:-

( 1 ) The Nagla Jasrath Dacoity. He 

identified the various articles left on the 

spot by the conspirators. 

(2) Assembling of some of the members of 

the 'Gupta Sanstha 1 at Auraiya in order to rob a 

'Mahajan' coming from Kanpur. 

( 3) The robbing of a 'Serraf• by Ram 

Narain, Madho, Pratap and one other man and how 

the stolen property ~vas disposed of. 

( 4) Theft of certain chemicals from the 

School laboratory by Chandradhar and Ram Narain 

and theft of El notice board. 

( 5) 
Details about the pasting up of the 

Hindi Seditious 1 ea flet s. 

(6) Unsuccessful expedition to Kuraoli for 

committing a highway robbery. 

( 7) Secret meetings of the Society. 
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Dalpat Singh also mentioned a split between 

Deb Narain and Shea Krishna. Thus, Dalpat Singh gave all 

the information he had about the members & leaders of the 

'Gupta sanstha' and their activities. 1 He identified 

Dammi Lal, Prabhakar, Gopi Nath, Chandradhar, Sidh Gopal, 

~eo Krishna, Karhori Lal by name and Kali Charan by face. 

He also identified Makundi. 2 

The approver Somdeo, explained the chief princi-

ples of the society and its four branches and also gave a 

list of the names of all the members he knew. He stated 

hovJ he was arrested at faizabad and how his books, papers, 

letters, etc. were seized by the Police, how the book 

"America Ko swadhinta Kaise r·1ili' t-Jas published by him and 

who were the compilers and contributors of the book and 

how he took part in some dacoity expeditions with other 

members of the society and how a bicycle was stolen at 

lucknow and also how some stolen money was extracted from a 

Thakuro He also mentioned the theft of a bicycle and a 

1. Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. 

2. 

Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 5, 6, 
7, & 9, 1919, Vol.12, pp.1-42. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. 
Calendar of persons committed by Rai Radha 
Raman Bahadur, District Magistrate, Mainpuri, 
to take their trial before the Sessions Court 
ofMainpuri in theyear1919, Vol.1, pp.21-22. 



typewriter in Agra. He narrated about:-

(1) the printing and publishing of a sedi-

tious Hindi leaflets and how there were pasted 

up in various towns of the districts of United 

Provinces. 

( 2) hoW he visited Eta wah where he met 

Phool (Genda Lal Dixitl and where people were 

assembled for a contemplated dacoity, 

(3) details of Auraiya robbery as well as 

a contemplated robbery of a Mahajan, 

(4) full details of the Pali dacoitY as 

well as the Sanda\<. hera expedition, 

(5) how he was caught in Delhi in connection 

with the sale of "America Ko swad hint• K aise 

MilL" 

( 6) hoW pieces of glass got into the hands 

of Ganga Singh while he was making "bomb" and 

hOW he was treated by Dr. Ram sahai at shahjahan

pur and Dr. Kashi Nath Gael at Agra. 

He also ~entified various letters written by 

some of the conspirators and books belonging to some of 

them. 

He identified Exhibit Na.46, as the book "America 

Ko swadhinta Kaise Mili" and Exhibit No.1 20 as a coPY of the 
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Hindi leaflet, Exhibit No.122, as his book of Accounts, 

Exhibit No.132, as the Home Rule Calendar and Exhibit No. 

134 as the Hindi Arya Calendar. He identified 3 other 

books- •swadeshi Andolan Aur Boycott' {Exhibit No.152), 

'Bharatvarsha Ki Dasha Aur Hamara Kartab'(Exhibit No.153) 

and 'Bharat Durdasha' (Exhibit No.154) as belonging to him. 

He also identified a large knife (Exhibit No.172), 'phaora' 

blade (Exhibit No.173), wooden handle (Exhibit No.174), 

Lotia dar' (Exhibit No.175} and 'Khurji' bag (Exhibit-176).1 

Prabhu Dayal, though not considered an approver, 

gave useful information about the society and especially 

about Genda Lal.~ Prabhu Dayal, a member of the society, 

gczve full details vlith divisi. on and duties of each depart-

ment of the Society. The greater part of Prabhu Dayal's 

statement, however, was concerned with Genda Lal's earlier 

revolutionary activities. He stated how he went to 

Gwalior, Calcutta and other places with Genda Lal to learn 

the use of arms and making of bombs and holrJ Genda Lal 

purchasedarms in Gv1alior State. He identified Sidh Gopal 

and Dammi Lal (as Ram Lal) in jail and as members of the 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspira£..l!.._Case. Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 13, 14, 16 & 17, 
1919, vol.12, pp.73-114. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case. Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.15. 
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soc~e y. 

0 n July 6, 1 91 9 , Mr. C. E. W. Sands wrote to 

'{93 
u,.--.,~ 

Mr.Ashdown informing him that the conspiracy case was 

getting on satisfactorily. However, he felt that it was 

difficult to predict the result of the case as much 

depended on the idiosyncrasy of the judge. According to 

him unless the judge sympathised with the views about 

conspiracy held by Lawrence Jenkins - namely that corrobo-

ration vJas needed· about each crime and as to the identity 

of each accused, he should be convicting all or nearly all 

of the accused before. And as far as this case was 

concerned, Sands opined that it would convince the average 

J.P. Judge. He also reported that the defence apart from 

getting at one or two of their witnesses, had been unable 

to shake the case. He also reported that Ram Narayan, had 

been captured and convicted under Section 224, I.P.C. on 

the 2nd (ofJuly). 2 

According to the Sessions Judge, B. S.Kisch, all 

the eleven accused stood "charged under section ~20 B, IPC, 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. State-
ment of Prabhu Dayal, dated June 21, 1919, & 
June 23, 1919, Vol.13, pp.163-177. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Police File No.11l. 
Letter by C.E.W. Sands to Ashdown, dated July 6, 
1919, p.501. 
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with having agreed with one another and other persons, 

namely Dalpat Singh, Somdeo Sharma, Shea Krishna, Genda 

Lal, Ram Narain, Dev Narain, Ganga Singh, Ram Prasad, Madho 

Ram, Pratap Singh, Lal Singh, Govind Singh, Raj Bahadur, 

Het Ram and others to commit the offences of dacoity, 

robbery, theft and sedition, and to have thus been 

parties to a criminal . " con sp 1ra cy •••••• 

They stood 11 further charged under section 1 21 A, 

!PC with having similarly conspired to wage war against the 

King or to deprive the King of the sovereignty of British 

India 11
• Karhori Lal was also "charged with the unlawful 

possession of arms under Section 19(f) of the Arms Act

(XI of 1878) 111 

As regards the necessity of corroboration of 

accomplice evidence the position Kisch took, was the one 

"propounded by the Hon'ble Chief Justice Edge in Queen 

Empress versus Gobardhan, I.L.R., Allahabad, Vol.IX, page 

528 11 which was as follows:-

1 • 

"Although as a general rule it would be most 

unsafe to convict an accused person on the 

uncorroborated evidence of an accomplice, such 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~. Judgment, Part I, 
Vo1.1.1, p.1. 
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evidence must, like that of any other witness, be considered 

and weighed by the Judge, who in doing so, should not over-

look, the position in which the accomplice at the time of 

giving his evidence may stand, and the motives which he 

may have for stating what is false. If the Judge, after 

making due allowance for these considerations and the 

probabilities of the story, comes to the conclusion that the 

evidence of accomplice, though uncorroborated, is true, and 

the evidence, if believed, establishes the guilt of the 

prisoner, it is his duty to convict. 111 

As a precedence of this vielrJ Kisch cited; (i) the 

law taken by "The Madras High Court in the full bench case 

Muthukummaraswami Pillai Versus King Emperor, I.L.R., 

Madras, Volume XXXV, page 397 11 and (ii) "The Punjab Chief 

Court in Balmukand Versus Emperor, Indian Cases, Volume 

XXVIII, page 738. 112 

As to the extent and nature of the corroboration 

of an accomplice, Kisch took the stand as laid down in 

Section 3 of the Evidence Act, that 11 the corroboration must 

be such as to convince a prudent man that the facts alleged 

1 0 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Judgment, Part I, 
Vol.1t, p.2. 



against the particular accused existed."
1 

In another paint of law, regarding the effect of 

Section10 of the Evidence Act, the defence counsel 

Mr.Chatterji contended that Section 10 did not modify the 

ordinary rule against hearsay, and that Dalpat Singh's 

account of the Nagla Jasrath dacoity (which he had heard 

from Shea Krishna) as well as Prabhu Dayal's mention of the 

names of Dammi Lal and Deb Narain as having smuggled arms 

from Gwalior (which he had heard from Genda Lal), should 

be set aside as hearsay. However, Judge Kisch decided that 

the answer was to be found in the language of the section 

itself according to which "where there is reasonable ground 

to believe that a conspiracy exists, anything said by one 

of the conspirators in reference to their common intention 

is a relevant fact against each of the conspirators, as 

well for the purpose of proving the existence of the 

conspiracy as for the purpose of showing that any such 

t t "t"2 person was a par y o ~ • Judge Kisch stated that "the 

only wse I have made of such evidence is to corroborate 

direct evidence as to incidents of the conspiracy and in no 

case to implicate any 3 of the accused. 11 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part I, 
Vol.11, p.2. 

l.Ei£. 

~-
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Corroboration of the Approvers 1 Statements: 

The statements of Abhay Pad o and Shri Pad a, 

supported by documentary evidence in the form of letters, 

Exhibits 43, 44 and 150, (The Exhibits 43 & 44 were proved 

to be in Shea Krishna's handwriting after comparing with 

some specimens on record and the Exhibit No.150 was simi-

larly proved to be in Deb Narain' s handwriting, 1 the 

interview be tween Shri Pado and Sh eo Krishna in the 

Mainpuri Sarai was borne out by the entries in the Sarai 

register, written up by constable Chandan Lal of Mainpuri 

Police, 2 ) and the identification of Shea Krishna by Shri 

Pado on April 12, 1919, from among 23 persons in the pre

sence of Mohd. Islam Nabi Khan, Deputy Magistrate,Mainpuri; 

went to prove the existence of the conspiracy, and also the 

connection of Shea Krishna and Deb Narain. 4 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The house searches as a result of Dalpat's state-

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Judgment, Part III, 
Vol.11 , pp .1 6-1 8. 

Mainpuri Cons,Ei£acy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of constable Chandan Lal, Mainpuri Police, 
dated June 28, 1919, Vol.13, p.236. 

Ibid., Statement of Mohd. Islam Nabi Khan, 
Deputy Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated June 7, 1919, 
Vol.ij3, p.43. 

Mainpuri Conspira~~~' Judgment, Part III, 
Vol.11, p.18. 
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ment offered a corroboration of that statement.
1 

The statements of Irtiza Husain, Sub-Inspector, 

Mainpuri, who searched the house of Karhori Lal, and of 

Eachan Lal, who witnessed the search, proved the recovery 

of arms in Karhori Lal's house in Mainpuri 2 and the 

statements of Raj Narain, Sub-Inspector, Agra, who 

wearched the belongings of Ram Narayan, and of B.Ram 

Charan Lal, Assistant Surgeon, Superintendent, Medical 

Hostel, Agra, who was present during the search, proved 

the recovery of arms from Ram Narayan's belongings, thus 

proving that one of the objects of the society was to 

collect arms, as 3 stated by both the app rovers. 

Prosecution witnesses; Raj Narain, B. Ram Charan 

Lal and Rai Man Singh Bahadur, Superintendent of Police, 

1 • 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

3. (i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgmen!, Part III, 
Vol • 1 1 , p • 1 B. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State 
ment of Irtiza Husain, Sub-Inspector, Mainpuri, 
dated June 10, 1919, Vol.13, p.54. 

Ibid., Statement of Eachan Lal, Shop-keeper, 
Mainpuri, dated June 11,1919, Vol.13, p.63. 

Ibid., Statement of Raj Narain, Sub-Inspector, 
Agra, dated June 26, 1919, Vol.13, pp.213-214. 

lEi£•, Statement of B. Ram Charan Lal, Assis
tant Surgeon, Superintendent, Medical Hostel, 
Agra, dated June 28, 1919, Vol.13, pp.222-223. 
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Mainpuri, also deposed to the recovery of the form of oath 

(Exhibit No.4) to be taken by members of the 'Sanstha' from 

among Ram Narayan's belongings, which proved the existence 
. 1 

of the Conspiracy. Other seditious literature found in 

both Karhori Lal 1 s & Ram Narayan's houses also strengthened 

the concept of a Conspiracy. 2 

The occurrence of the Nagla Jasrath dacoity on 

November 11,1919, was proved by the statements of Gomti and 

her brother-in-law Thakuri,
3 

Rahim Chowkidar,
4 

Brahmajit,
5 

Nand Ram 6 and the Sub-Inspector Zorawar 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Rai Man Singh Bahadur, Superintendent of 
Police,Mainpuri, dated June 21, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.156. 

(ii) Ibid., Statement of Raj Narain, Sub-Inspector, 
Agra, dated June 26, 1919, Vol.13, p.214. 

(iii) l£1£., Statement of B. Ram Charan Lal, Assistant 
Surgeon, Superintendent, Medical Hostel, Agra, 
d~ted June 28, 1919, Vol.13, p.223. 

( i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.1B. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Gomti, dated June 24, 1919, Vol.13,p.186. 

~·, Statement of Thakuri, dated June 25, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.191. 

!£!£., Statement of Rahim, Chowkidar of Nagla 
Jasrath, dated June 24, 1919, Vol.13, p.1B7. 

Ibid., Statement of Brahmajit, Cultivator of 
Nagla Jasrath, dated June 25, 1919, Vol.13,p.192. 

Ibid., Statement of Nand Ram, Cultivator of Nagla 
~a th, dated June 25, 1 91 9, Vol.1 3, p .1 9 2. 



Singh. 1 That the dacoity was the work of the conspirators, 

was proved by the statement of Superintendent of Police, 

Rai Man Singh Bahadur who stated that parts of a pistol 

left on the scene of the Nagla Jasrath dacoity, and the 

parts of a pistol recovered from Karhori Lal 1 s house 

2 belonged to one and the same weapon. The pieces 

recovered from both places were fitted together in the 

3 Court and feu nd to be of one and the same weapon. 

The connection of Madho Ram with the Nagla Jasrath 

dacoity was established as a result of the "stick" left 

behind on the scene, ~tJhich was proved to be his according 

to the statements of Pandit Kalyan Mal, Teacher of Tindauli 

School, Durga Prasad, agent of a Tindauli zamindar and 

Lalta Prasad, zamindar of Kurahar. 4 Pandit Kalyan Mal's 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

~puri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Zorawar Singh, Sub-Inspector, Mainpuri, 
dated June 24, 1919, Vol.13, p.1BB. 

~., Statement of Rai Man Singh Bahadur, 
Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri, dated June 
21, 1919, Vol.13, pp.156-157. 

~npuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III, 
Vol.11, p.24. 

4. ( i) Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas.e, Sessions Recore. State
ment of Pandit Kalyan Mal, Te~cher of Tindauli 
School, dated June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.194. 

(ii) J.lli., Statement of Durga Prasad, agent of a 
Tindauli Zamindar, dated July 4, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.277. 

(iii) !Eid., Statement of Lalta Prasad, Zamindar, 
dated June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.195. 



statement also proved his absence from school on the 10th 

and 11th November, 1917, and his return on November 12, 

minus his stick and limping and then his leaving the next 

day and not appearing again. 1 Further, Madho Ram's 

residence, after his disappearance, with Somdeo, Ganga 

Singh and Govind Singh was proved by Somdeo' s account book 

(Exhibit No.122) in which a number of entries were found 

for February and March, 1918, relating to Brij Kishore, 

which was stated by Somdeo to be Madho Ram's society name. 2 

Thus the connection of Madho Ram with the dacoity afforded 

additional proof that the dacoity was the work of the 

c onsp ira tors. 

The consel for the defence argued that Dalpat 

Singh himself did not take part in the dacoity and that his 

statement made to the District Magistrate on December 2, 

1918, was the result of tuition by the Police. However~ 

this argument was set aside on many points and the allege-

tions proved to be false. 

1 • 

2. (i) 

( ii) 

As far as the Auraiya expedition was concerned, 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~, Sessions Record. State
ment of Pandit Kalyon Mal, teacher, Tindauli 
School, dated June 25, 1919, p.194. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol. 11 , p. 25. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Exhibit No.12~, 
Somdeo• s Account Book, pp. 27, 29, &. 42. 
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the approximate date was fixed by the robbery of the sarraf 

which took place on January 21, 1 918, and was duly reported 

at the Police Station. 1 

Babu Chuttan Lal's (Tehsildar of Auraiya) state-

ment that he returned to the tehsil from tour on January 

19, 1918, remained in Auraiya till January 27, 1918, cerro-

berates the statements of both the approvers, regarding 

the project of looting the Sub-Treasury, which had to be 

given up due to the arrival of the tehsildar. 2 

The statements of Budhu Ram, gomashta of sanchi 

n 
Ram Johar l'-1al, largest Hundi brokers in Auraiya, Na~..hu, and 

Barkat, ekka drivers, showed that a project was made of 

waylaying the mahajan, 

. t 3 
consp~ra ors. 

but dropped by the 

----------------------------·--------------------------
1 0 Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judg~, Part III. 

Vol.11, pp.26-27. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. State
ment of Chuttan Lal, Tehsildar of Auraiya, dated 
June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.195. 

3. (i) Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Budhu Ram, dated June 26, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.204. 

(ii) Ibid., Statement of Nanhu, ekka driver, dated 
June 25, 1919, Vol.13, pp.197-198. 

(iii) Ibid., Statement of Barkat, ekka driver, dated 
June 25, 1919, Vol.13, p.199. 
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The statements of Janki Prasad, jeweller and his 

son Mannu Lal proved that they were robbed by three or four 

man. 1 According to the statement of Umar Daraz Khan, Sub-

Inspector, Auraiya, the robbery had taken place about 150 

paces from Makundi' s house. The evidence corroborated the 

narratives of both the approvers regarding the Auraiy• 

expedition. 2 further both of them had been abie to point 

out Makundi's house and also Lal Singh's house- Dalpat to 

3 4 Inspector Jagannath and Somdeo to Sands. Pahlad Das 

a trader of Auraiya and search witness, verified the search 

ot· Lal Singh' o house and the recovery of a letter5 which 

was proved by Ram Chandra, Secretary of D.A.V. School, 

Auraiya, to be in Genda Lal•s hsndwriting. 6 

1 0 ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Seooions Record. State
ment of Janki Prasad, Jeweller of Auraiya, dated 
dated June 26, 1919, Vo.l.13, p.202. 

Ibid., Statement of Mannu Lal, dated June 26, 
1919, Vol.13, p.203. 

Ibid., Statement of Umar Daraz Khan, Sub
Inspector, Auraiya, dated June 26, 1919, Vol.13, 
p. 206. 

~., Statement oT Inspector Jagannath, dated 
June 28, 1919, Vol.13, p.22B • 

.!J:!i!:!., Statement of Mr.C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent, 
of Police on Sp~cial Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 
1919, Vo.1.1J, p.291. 

Ibid., Statement of Pahiad Das, trader of 
AU"'r'aiya, dated June 25, 1919, Vol.13, P• 201. 

Ibid., Statement of Ram Chandra, Secretary of 
D.A.V. School, Auraiya, dated June 25, 1919, 
Vol.13, p. 201. 
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further, Somdeo's account Book (Exhibit No.122) 

showed the accounts from January 17, to 24, 1918, a~~ to be 

written on the same date, both he and bovind Singh, who used 

to write the accounts, having gone in this expedition. 1 

The Sonde Khera expedition was deposed to by the 

statements of Musammat Zahuran and her son Budha. 2 On the 

side of the Defence, Puran 1 darzi 1 aware that the m~rriage 

in question had been on June 29, 1918, 5 while Somdeo•s 

statement had put this dacoity attempt about June 19, 1918. 4 

However, since Puran was an illiterate, and was unable to 

give the first five dates of the Hindu month correctly and 

also the dates of the other important events in his family 

of important Hindu festivals 0
5 it was decided to 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

3. ( i) 

(ii) 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, JudgmeuiL Part III. 
Vol.11, pp.28-29. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Caseo Exhibit No.122 0 

Somdeo•s Account Book, pp.22-23. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Zahuran, dated June 23, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.178. 

Ibid., Statement of Puran 1 Darzi', dated July 16, 
1919, Ve1.13, p.391. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol. 11 , p. 29 • 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, diited June 13, 1919, Vol.12, p.92 

Ibid., Statement of Puran, "Darzi', dated July -1 6, 1 91 9, Vol. 1 3, P• 3 91. 
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disbelieve his statement which it was felt had been tutored 

to him. 1 

The Pareli dacoity mentioned by Somdeo in his 

statement was corroborated by the statements of Rup Kuar, 

Puttu Lal, Zamindar of Piiilreli, and Sub-Inspector Ram Sewak, 

Incharge •f Police Station, Pali. 2 According to Somdeo, 

he himself had not taken part in the actual dacoity, but 

remained with the cart in which arms had been brought in 

the Shahabad 'sarai' till his confederaters returned. 3 This 

was corroborated by the statement of Chota Bhatiara, Keeper 

of the Shahabad Sarai, 4 who had also identified Somdeo in 

the presence of Shaikh Muhammad Beshir Siddiqui, Deputy 

Collector, Mainpuri. 5 Somdeo had also stated that Ram 

Prasad had returned with an injury in the forehead, a fact 

1 • 

2. (i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.29. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Rup Kuar, da~ed June 24, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.1 79. 
Ibid., Statement of Putti lal, Zamindar of 
Pareli, dated June 24, 1919, Vol.13, p.1 82. 
lE!£., Statement of Ram Sewak, Sub-Inspector, 
Police Station, Pali, dated June 24, 1919. 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, 
Vel.12, p.95. 

Ibid., Statement of Chote, Bhatiara, Inn Keeper 
of Shahabad, dated June 24, 1919, Vol.13, p.1B3. 

Ibid., Statement of Mohd.Bsshir Siddique, Deputy 
Collector, Mainpuri, dated July 2, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.244. 
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which was corroborated by the statement of Dr.Ram Sahai 

Jauhari of Shahjahanpur, who deposed to having treated Ram 

Prasad for a wound in the forehead from June 24 to July 12, 

1918, his statement being supported by entries in his 

register (Exhibit No.113). 1 This witness also corroborated 

Somdeo 1 s statement that Deb Narain had been unable to 

participate in the Pareli Dacoity on account of boils. The 

witness deposed to having treated one Har Prasad (society 

name of Deb Narain) for boils in the abdomen and thigh. 2 

Certain articles left behind on the scene of the 

Pareli dacoity also went to show the Police that it was not 

the work of ordinary dacoits - namely a false moustache (a 

similar false moustache was found with the arms in the 

camel cart at Shahjahanpur three months later, two others 

were recovered from the house of Raja Ram), the fore-end of 

a small bore rifle and several brass cartridge cases of two 

calibres marked W.R.A.Co. and Ely, showing that the most 

modern and up-to-date fire arms were used, and lastly the 

silver-mounted sheath of a dagger, which was considered to 

be an unusual weapon for a dacoit (A dagger was found on 

the scene of Nagla Jasrath dacoity, one in Karhori lal•s 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dr.Ram Sahai, dated June 17, 1919,Vol.1, 
pp.255-256. 

Ibid., p.255. 
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house and eight in Ram Narain's room, also one among the 

arms seized at the Raja Mandi Octroi post, Agra, in 1916). 1 

Another point of resemblance between the Nagle 

Jasrath and the Pareli dacoities was found in the fact that 

in both, the signal for retreat was given by blowing 

whistles and a number of whistles had been recovered during 

the course of the investigation by the Police - Two were 

found with Sheo Krishna, on his arrest, five were found in 

Chandradhar's house and six with the srms in the camel cart. 2 

The recovery of whistles and five false moustaches 

from both the scene of the Pareli dacoity as well as the 

camel cart at the Jalalnagar Octroi post, Shahjahanpur on 

September 30 0 1918, suggested a connection between the two 

incid ants. furthermore, the fact that the arms etc. in the 

camel cart belonged to the conspirators was made clear from 

the description of the two men, who were carrying them, by 

the Octroi Muharrir, Hamid Ullsh. 3 Somdeo had stated in 

this connection that he had been called to Shahjahanpur at 

about this time, but could not go and later on meeting Deb 

Narain, he had been informed that they had gone on an 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.31. 

Ibid. -
I bid • , Vol. 11 , p • 31 • 
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unsuccessful dacoity expedition to Powayan and that their 

arms had been seized in a Camel Cart on the way back.
1 

This 

story received corroboration from two postcards sent to 

Somd eo from Shahjahanpur on September 24, 191 9, one by 

Govind Singh and the other by Pratap Singh. 2 

The explosion in the house in Rangmehla, Shah
~· 

q 

jahanpur- Somdeo had pointed out to Mr.Sands a house in 

Mohalla Rangmehla as having been occupied by some of the 

. t 3 con sp:t.ra o rs, a fact borne out by the statements of 

Shakti Prasad, Zamindar of Shahjahanpur, Wazir, labourer of 

Shahjahanpur,
4 and Wahidullah, cultivator of Shahjahanpur, 

\~ho lived in the house adjoining that of the conspirators. 

Wahidullah also deposed to hearing the sound of an explo-

sian in that house one night and seeing, the next day, that 

1 • 

2. 

J. 

4. (i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri ConsEiracv Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 14, 1919, Vol.12,p.96. 

~npuri Consgjracv Case, ~gment, Part III. 
Ve1.11, p.J1. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Sessions Recor~. State
ment of C.E.W.Sands, Superintendent of Police on 
Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.2B9. 

Ibid., Statement of Sakti Prasad, Zamindar of 
Shahjahanpur, dated June 18, 1919, Vol.1, p.259. 

Ibid., Statement of Wazir, labourer of Shahjahan
pur::' dated June 17, 1919, Vo1.1, p.2SB. 
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one of the boys had his hand wound up. 1 In this he was 

also corroborated by Niaz Ali, another neighbour.
2 

Somdeo 

bad stated that Deb Narain had informed him that Ganga 

Singh had injured his hand while mixing ingredients for 

charging bombs, which had exploded. 3 Dr. Shyam Shanker 

Shukul had deposed to having been called in the last week 

of September, 1918, by Chakhan Lal (alias Deb Narain) to 

attend a boy with a wound in the hand, having first seen 

him at the dispensary of Dr.Kashi Nath Goyal, and attended 
. . 4 

him thereafter on two occas~ons (Dr. Kashi Nath was him-

self strongly suspected of being a member of the conspiracy). 

The register of his Medical Hall, proved by his compounder 

Bishambhar Dayal showed that one Ram Nath (the society name 

of Ganga Singh) had had an injury regularly dressed at the 

Medical Hall from September 23, to October 7, 1916. 5 

further, Dr. Ram Sahai Jauhari had also deposed to having 

-----------------------------------·------------------------------------
1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Wahidullah, cultivator of Shahjahanpur, 
dated Ju~e 16, 1919, Vol.13, p.261. 

Ibid., Statement of Niaz Ali, dated June 18, 1919, 
Vo1.13, p.125. 

Ibid., Statement of Somdeo, dated June 14, 1919, 
Vol.12, p.96. 

Ibid., Statement of Dr. Shyam Shankar Shukul of 
Agra, dated June 12, 1919, Vol.13, pp.69-71. 

Ibid., Statement of Bishambhar Dayal, dated 
June 12, 1919, Vo1.13, p.72. 



treated Ganga Singh for an injury in the hand in December 

1918, the injury which had healed but showed a protrusion 

and from which • splinter of glass had been extracted. 1 

Later Q search of the house in RangmehlQ by Mr. Sands in 

the presence of Niaz Ali and Sub-Inspector Azhar Ali had 

reveal eel various Qrnmuni tion, 2 etc. All this went to prove 

that Ganga Singh had been hQndling explosives and that 

ammunition had been kept in the house. It also showed that 

3 Ganga Singh and Ram Nath were one and the same person. 

The prosecution was unabJ.e to find any strong 

evidence to corroborate Dalpat Singh's account of the abor-

tiva expedition to Kuraoli in November 29, 1918. It 

consisted only of the statement of Kallu Ekka Driver who 

purported to have driven Dalpat Singh, Shambhu Dayal, one 

of the accused who had been re.J..eased, and Jagannath from 

Mainpuri to Kuraoli but he could only remember the incident 

when Dalpat Singh had reminded him of all the detai1s. 4 An 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4 0 ( i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dr.Ram Sahai, dated June 17, 1919,Vol.13, 
p.256. 

!..E..!E.•, Statement of Azhar Ali, Sub-Inspector, 
dated June 17, 1919, Vol.1, p.253. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.32. 

Ibid., p.33. -
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of l<allu, ekka driver, dated July 2, 1919, 
Vol.13, pp.252-253. 
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attempt was made by the Defence to prove Dalpat Singh's 

statement in respect of the participation of Shimbhu Dayal, 

to be false (by the statement of Bishambhar Dayal, brother 

of Shimbhu Dayal. 1 ) However, it did not hold with the 

Judge, who proclaimed that Bishambhar Dayal's statement was 

insufficient to discredit Dalpat Singh 1 s. 2 

Both Dalpat Singh and Somdeo had given detail a 

regarding the publication of the Hindi seditious leaflets. 

That it was the work of a conspiracy, was clear from the 

fact that they were pasted up simultaneously in a large 

number of towns in the United Provinces and by the subscrip-

tion on the leaflet iteelf:- "All India Revolutionary 

Committee" o 
3 And that it was the work of this very conspi-

racy t;JBS proved by the recovery of a bundle of 20 of the 

leaf! et s ( El;Chibi t Noo 36 7) from Kax:h ori Lal 9 s h ou seo 
4 That 

1. (i) 

(ii) 

4. 

M~inpuri Conipiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol. 11 , p. 3 3 • 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~sions Record. State
ment of Bishambhar Da¥al, Zamindar of Kuraoli, 
dated July 16, 1919,vkp;f.400-401. 

Mainpuri Conspirac¥ Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11,p.33. 

Ibid. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Irtiza Husain, Sub-Inspector, Mainpuri, 
dated June 11, 1919, Vol.13, p.57. 
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the leaflets were printed at the Kurmi Press as stated by 

Somdeo was established by the statement of Qurban Ali, 

printer and ekka driver and Ganesh Prasad, Printer. 1 Certain 

entries in Somdeo•s Account Book also pointed to the print-

ing and pasting up of the leaflets, 2 e.g. in the account 

for February 13, 1918, to february 17, 1918, on the expendi

ture side is entered Purchase of Paper Rs.5/- , printing 

charges Rs.S/-. These two items are bracketed together and 

the words "Notice Bare" (Notice large) written after the 

bracket. These entries, according to Somdeo referred to the 

printing of the leaflets. 3 Then under the date March 1, 

1918, the day on which the leaflets t'Jere pasted up, entries 

on the expenditure side refer \o some money being paid to 

Sharma, Brij Kishore and Lakshman as well as money being 

spent on buying boxes. According to Sorndao the money paid 

to the three men was meant to cover the cost of their 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. (i) 

(ii) 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Qurban Ali, ekka driver, ~~ne 20, 
1919, Vo~.13, pp.148-149o 

lEi~·• Statement of Ganesh Prasad, Printer, dated 
June 20, 1 91 9. Vol. 13, p. 150. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgmen!, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.34. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Seas ions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, ' 
p.7. 
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journeys to paste up the leaflets and the boxes were meant 

for carrying the paste in. 1 

DQlpat Singh had described in his statement how 

the words "Kill the English and be free" had been impressed 

on the leaflets received in Mainpuri and some corrections 

and under-linings in red ink had been made, All the leaf-

lets pasted up in Mainpuri as well as these recovered from 

Karhori Lal's house, or received from Mainpuri at Etah 

Fatehgarh and Meerut had these peculiar characteristics, 2 

That the same rubber stamps ~;Jere used for address-

ing the envelops in which the leaflets were posted to 

various people in Mainpuri and outside, as ~tated by Dalpat 

Singh, was proved by studying the formation of letters on 

them and on the leaflets. 3 

Another evidence of the Society 1 s hand in the 

publishing of the leafl~ts was obtained in the diary 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

J. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol,11, p.J4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy ~ase, Exhibit No.122. 
Somdeo' s Account Book (Entry marked Exhibit 
No.132_A), p.J5. 

Maineuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions~~· State
ment of C.E.W.Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Sp e c i a 1 Duty , C • I • D. , d at ed J u 1 y 5 , 1 9 1 9 , 
Vol.13, P• 283, 

1 bid. -
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recovered from Raja Ram (Exhibit No.234) in which he had 

made the following entry on March 1, 1917. "All India 

Revolutionary (SIC) notices were published in the night.n 1 

And it was on that night that the leaflets were pasted up 

in Shahjahanpur and were discovered in the morning as 

deposed to by Mr. Sands and Mr. Rufus Sheo Charan, Head 

Master, Mission High School, Shahjahanpur, who had also 

submitted a report on the subject to the District Magistrate~ 

Thus, it was concluded that the person who had made the 

entry on March 1, knew ail about the leaflets. Yet another 

evidence of the Society's concern with the printing of the 

leaflets was found in the fact that the verses embodied in 

the leaflets were found in one or the other of the seditious 

poems recovered from the housesof the conspirators. 3 

1 • 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III, 
Vol.11, p.35. 

~puri Conspiracy Case, ~ssions Reco£2. State
ment of C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police 
on Special Duty, dated July 5, 1919, Vol.13,p.283. 
1Bi2•, Statement of Rufus Shea Charan, Head 
Master, Mission High School, Shahjahanpur, dated 
June 19, 1919, Vol.13, p.139 • 

.tl!!inpuri Consliracy Case, Judgmen~, Part III, 
Vo1.11, p.35. The 1st two.lines of the leaflet 
occur in a poem.in the manuscript book of poems 
(Exhibit No.~5) recovered from Karhori tal's 
bouse can page 22 and the verses. in the body of the 
leaflet can be found in a poem in Somdeo's hand
writing, recovered from his home (Exhibit No.144) 
and also in a selection of poems found in Gopi 
Nath's house (Exhibit No.53), the last line of 
the leaflet figuring in the second poem in the 
same selectionl. 
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-i 

Thus the statements of the approvers regarding 

the leaflets were corroborated in many points and the 

fact that Somdeo had been unable to give the date of the 

publication was not regarded as of any 

. . 1 
J.mportance. 

That the book "America Ko swadhinta Kaise 

Mili" was also published by the Society was borne out by 

entries in Somdeo' s account book ( Exhibit No.122) of 

various sums paid on account of the cost of printing 

the book. The account book also brought out the fact 

that the greater part of the cost of the printing of 

the book w~s borne by Deb Narain, some of it by 

Ganga Singh and a small share by Somdeo himself. 2 

Somdeo had stated that the book "America Ko 

s~adhinta Kaise Mili 11 had been based on a book called 

"America Ki swatantrata Ka Itihas", after making some 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca.,§_§, Judgmefli:, Part III. 

Vol • 11 , p • 3 5 • 

1!!.!£!•' p o 3 6o 
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corrections in the latter (by Deb Narain). 1 In a copy of 

this latter book recovered from Somdeo's house, a number of 

corrections had been found, which Somdeo had claimed to be 

made by Deb Narain. 2 

Certain words in the book "America Ko Swadhinta 

Kaise Mili" suggested a connection with the seditious leaf-

lets and the book of poems (Exhibit No.45) recovered from 

Karhori Lal 1 s house. Moreover, it was concluded that the 

contents of the book were in keeping with the objects of 

the society. Evidence of the sale of the book by the 

3 conspirators was also strong. 

A number of letters and post-cards from various 

conspirators had been found among Somdeo•s correspondence 

which pointed to a conspiracy and the inter connection of 

the conspirators. These included letters from Deb Narain, 

Pratap Singh, Govind Singh, Shea Krishna, Sidh Gopal, 

1 • 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~, Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 12, 1919, Vol.12, p.76. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~udgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.35. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Exhibit No.123 
TAmerica K"! Swatantrata Ka I tihas by Babu 
Harivansha Sahai). 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, pp.36-37. 



r.:? !j7 
u<-1 

Mak und i, lila Dhar and Math ura Prasad. 1 

Certain other documents recovered from one or the 

other of the conspirators apart from "Somdeo's account book 

and Raja Ram's diary, were a slip of paper containing some 

accounts (Exhibit No.146) found in Raja Ram's cap, another 

one recovered from Ram Prasad' s h au se. In these documents 

the names or society names of a number of the alleged 

conspirators were found, e.g., in the account recovered 

from Ram Prasad's house were found the names- Ram Nath, 

Ganesh, Bhudeo, and Brij Kishore; in the account recovered 

from Raja Ram were found the names- Ram Nath, Chiraiya, 

2 Seth and Gaya. In Somdeo• s account book were found the 

names of Ganga Singh, Lakshman, Brij Kishore, and Bhagwandin,3 

while in Raja Ram's diary meetings with Ganga Singh, Hari, 

4 Ganesh and Lakshman were recorded. 

According to Dalpat and Somd eo, various thefts 

had been committed by the members of the society for the 

1 • 

2. 

3. (i) 

(ii) 

4. 

~npuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol. 11 , p. 3 7 • 

.!..Eid., pp.37-3B. 

Ibid. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Exhibit No.122. 
Somdeo' s Account Book, pp. 7-46. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.3B. 
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society's work, e.g., of a typewriter in Agra and of two 

bicycles in Agra and in Lucknow, of some acids and mercury, 

a notice board and some bolts from the Mission High School, 

M • • 1 a1npur1. These thefts were proved by various witnesses 

and exhibits as well as searches of the hou5cs of some of 

th . t 2 e consp1ra ors. 

All the above points, even though they did not 

exhaust the evidence in corroboration of the approvers• 

statements, were round sufficient to prove the existence of 

criminal conspiracy. It was felt that the fact of the 

conopiracy l.'\/08 established independently. All three 

assessors were satisfied on this point. As a matter of 

fact the Defence also did not deny it. The stand they took 

was to show that the present accused were not a party to it. 

In the same way, Mr.Chatterji did not argue that the appro-

vers or Prabhu Dayal were not members of the conspiracy but 

that they were men whose evidence could not be ace ep ted by 

the Court without strong corroborations.
3 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12, p.B9. 
Ibid. 
Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 7, 1919, 
p.J3. 

~ainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, P9rt III. 
Vo.1.11, p.3B. 

Ibid., pp.38-39o 



.;_ 

349 

The Defence had arranged for about a 100 

. t 1 
Wl. ne s ses. Inthe words of Mr. Sands; "I may say that we 

have been having to deal with a very strong defence 

supported by men of position and influence. There has been 

a lot of hard swearing and hard swearing has often been 

accompanied by elaborately prepared documentary evidence, 

on which we have to cross examine at a moment• s notice, 

The defence has been skilfully arranged. The accused were 

advised to refuse to make any statements in the lower 

court. In the Judge's court they carefully concealed what 

the "nature" of their defence was as well as the fact that 

they had any documentary evidence. Each defence witness 

has accordingly been more or less a "surprise packst". 2 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No,113. 
letter to Biggane from Sands, dated June 15, 
191 9, p.493. 

!B!£., Letter to Chief Secretary from Sands, 
dated July 16, 1919, p.sos. 
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The Accused 

On July 9, 1919, Karhori Lal in his statement 

retracted the confession that he had made in the Court of 

the District Magistrate and said that he had never seen the 

arms etc. recovered from his house, and that he had been 

tutored to make the confession in which Gopinath had also 

been implicated in front of the District Magistrate by 

Inspector Baker Ali. 1 Karhori Lal's allegation was 

supported by Paras Ram Misra, Zamindar of district Mainpur~ 

who deposed that he was in the visitor's waiting room the 

day Dalpat came to the Collector's house and that he had 

seen two ekkas entering the Collector's compound. On one 

was a police officer (Baker Ali) along with a villager 

(supposed to be Karhori Lal's cousin brother), while the 

other was covered. He further stated that he had seen the 

villager alighting from the ekka and going to the covered 

ekka end heard him saying "say what you were told and give 

"2 the message you were told". However, after some arguments 

this statement was regarded as being false. 3 Karhori Lal 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~, Sess~ons Record. Memo
randum of Examination made on uly 9, 1919, of 
accused Karhori Lal, Vol.13, pp.311-313. 

Ibid., Statement of Paras Ram Misra, dated 
July 16, 1919, Vol.13, p.395. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.6a. 
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then also put forward two witnesses to prove his presence 

at Farrukhabad on December 1, 1918. One being Gaya 

Prasad of Farrukhabad and the other Ganga Sahai of Bewar, 

both of them deposing that Karhori lal, was on the Ganga 

'ghat' in Farrukhabad on that day, where he had gone to 

fl~t ~ "dia" for his dead father. 1 Their evidences were 

regarded by the Court as being of no value what so ever. 

Judge Kisch decided that Karhori Lal's story about his 

original statement being tutored to him was false and that 

his original statement (confession) was a perfectly 

voluntary one and certain facts mentioned in that original 

statement had found corroboration in the statement of SBlig 

2· Ram and Eachan lal. Thus according to the Judge, B.S. 

Kischp Karhori lal stood "convicted of being a member of 

the conspiracy both by his own confession and by the pre-

sence in his house of the arms and literature belonging to 

the conspirators, which he could not satisfactorily 

explain". TI.'IIO of the assessors agreed but one acquitted him.3 

------------------------------------------------------------

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~~ions Record. State
ment of Gaya Prasad, dated July 17, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.406. 

1..!2i.Q., Statement of Ganga SBhai, dated July 17, 
1919, Vol.13, p.407. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol. 11 , p. 59. 

fEid., pp.60-61. 
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Gopi Nath, when examined on July 9, 1919, denied 

having joined a conspiracy to wage war against the King, to 

deprive him of his sovereignty of British India or to turn 

the British out. He denied having joined any conspiracy to 

commit dacoity or to spread sedition. 1 Dalpat Singh had 

stated, in his original statement that Gopinath had been 

second in command with the title of Assistant or Deputy 

2 Collector, his society name being Mahesh. According to 

Dalpat Singh, he had taken part in the Nagle Jasrath dacoity, 

in pasting up of the seditious leaflets, and io trying to 

3 melt down the ornaments obtained at Auraiya in his house. 

About him, Dalpat Singh had also said that he used to sing 

the songs in the book of seditious songs (Exhibit No.45) 
. 4 

and also attended meetings of the conspirators. Gopi 

Nath denied everything alleging that Dalpat Singh might 

have mentioned his name at the instigation of the Police, 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. Memo
randum of Examination made on July 9, 1919, of 
Gopi Nath accused, Vol.13, p.31.9. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~. Statement of Dalpat 
Singh on oath on December 1, 1918, recorded by 
Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District Magistrate, 
Mainpuri, Exhibit No.359, .Vol.1, p.47. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, & 5, 1919, 
Vol.12, pp.5,9,14 & 18. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistra~e, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat Singh, dated March 31,1919, Vol.3, 
pp.4 9, 54. 



because he was a member of the Sewa Samiti and Arya Kumar 

1 Sabha, or due to personal enemity. Gopi Nath produced a 

letter (Exhibit LL) to prove an alibi on the night of 

November 11, 1917 (the Nagle Jasrath Dacoity), which he 

claimed to have written on November 12, 1917, at the house 

of his brother-in-law, Anant Ram at village Jeonti to his 

father in village Kurhi and in which he (Gopi Nath) had 

written that he had arrived at Jeonti on saturday (Novem-

ber 10), to send his sister home and that he was returning 

to Mainpuri that day (November 12). 2 In this matter, 

Anent Ram and Tara Shankar, Gopi Nath's father gave evidence 

in 
3 

Gopi Nath's support. However, this letter was proved 

by the Court as being a piece of fabricated evidence. 4 

Gopi Nath also produced Lachman Singh to establish an alibi 

1 • 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

3. (i) 

(ii) 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. Memo
randum of Examination made on July 9, 1919, of 
Gopi Nath accused, Vo1.13, pp.319-320. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol.11, p.45. 

~puri Conspiracy Case. Exhibit file, Part IV, 
Exhibit No.LL, Vol.9, p.61. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Anent Ram, Zamindar of Jeonti, dated 
July 16,1919, Vo1.13, pp.392-394. 

Ibid., Statement of Tara Shankar, cultivator of 
-. \/ol.~'\3 
Kurh~, dated July 16, 1919,~pp.396-39B. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgm~, Part III, 
Vol.11, p.45. 
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on December 1 , 1 91 8, when Dalpat Singh stated that he was 

at his house with Shea Krishna. Lachman Singh, a zamindar 

of village Kurhi, deposed that he had seen Gopi Nath in the 

1 village on the Sunday, before his arrest. The court was 

again not convinced by the evidence. 2 

As to the documents recovered from Gopi Nath's 

house, he denied all knowledge of them saying that they 

might be belonging to one Ram Din, who was living in the 

3 
same house. In this matter the court ruled that Gopi 

Nath being the tenant of the room in question, he could not 

escape responsibility for the articles found there in. 4 

Lastly, Karhori lal 1 s earlier confession in which he had 

incriminated Go pi Nath, and which 111a s corroborated by the 

statements of Salig Ram, owner of the house rented by 

Karhori lal in Mainpuri,and Bachan Lal, living in the same 

1 0 ( i) Mainpuri Conspire~ Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Lachman Singh, dated July 16, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.392. 

2. 

3. 

(ii) Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, J,':;Jdgment. Part III, 
Vol.11, p.61. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Judgment. Part III, 
Vol.11 , P• 61 • 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Memorandum of Exami
nation made on July 9, 1919, of Gopi Nath, accused, 
Vol.13, pp.319-2D. 

~n2uri Conspiracy Case, Judgment. Part III, 
Vol. 11 , p. 6 2. 



locality in Mainpuri, was taken into consideration against 

Gopi Nath and thus Judge Kisch convicted Gopi Nath of being 

a member of the conspiracy. two of the three assessors 

. 1 agree1ng. 

Sidh Gopal had been stated by Dalpat Singh to 

have prepared him alongwith Sheo Krishna to become a member 

of the conspiracy. 2 According to Dalpat Singh, he used to 

attend meetings of the conspirators, to sing seditious songs 

from the book of song (Exhibit No.45)
3 and that his 

. 4 
society name was Thalthal. Sidh Gopalp when examined in 

Court on July 9, 1919, denied being a member of the cons-

piracy and alleged that Dalpat Singh had named him due to 

personal enemity or perhaps the Police had implicated him 

because he was secretary of the Arys Kumar Sabha and a 

member of the Sewa SSmiti and that he had had arguments 

with the Kotwal twice that year at the Debi Fair concerning 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~dgment. Part III, 
Vol.11, p.62. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.1. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Statement 
of Dalpat, Singh, dated March 31, 1919, Vol.3, 
pp.49, 54. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.11 • . 
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the Sewa sa mit i, mainly because the Sewa Sami ti, were more 

successful in returning lost children to their parents 

than the Police were. 1 

The Court decided that these reasons put forward 

by Sidh Gopal for having been implicated did not bear 

. t. 2 exam.1.na .1.on. Moreover, Prabhu Dayal had identified Sidh 

Gopal in the Mainpuri Jail as a man, who had come to 

Shikohabad Station early morning to meet Genda Lal and 

Dammi Lal on their return from a meeting of the conspira-

3 
tors at Agra. Another evidence against Sidh Gopal was 

that he was selling 'America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili 1 a 

publication of the conspirators and that it was from this 

source that the book had first come to the notice of the 

4 Lac al Government. Though Sidh Gopal claimed that he had 

purchased 40 copies of the book from a book-seller, who had 

come to Mainpuri and was selling it as an ordinary course of 

5 his business of selling books and had also produced a 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~~ons Record. Memo
randum of Examination made on July 9, 1919, of 
Sidh Gopal, accused, Vol.13, pp.322-323. 

Mainfuri Conspiracy Case, Judgmen!, Part III. 
Vol. 1 , P• 63 • 

Ibid. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. Memo
randum of £xa~ination made on July 9, 1919, of 
Sidh Gopal, accused, Vol.13, p.322. 



'J 60 c> 

witness in support of this, Sita Ram, Master of n.A.V. 

5 h 1 M . . 1 c oo , a1.npur1., the court was not convinced of his 

• 2 l.nnocence. 

At the time of the identification of the accused 

on March 6, 1919, and in Court, Dalpat Singh had said that 

Sidh Gopal had taken part in the Nagla Jasrath Dacoity. 

However, it was pointed out by the defence that Dalpat 

Singh had not mentioned Sidh Gopal's name in his original 

statement of December 1, 1918, in regard to the dacoity. 

This had left a doubt in the mind of the Judge, as to his 

participatioD in the dacoity, but Sidh Gopal's attempt to 

prove an alibi on the date of the dacoity by means of a 

forged post-card removed the doubt of Judge, Kisch, who 

concluded that the name of 5idh Gopal had been accidentally 

omitted by Dalpat Singh.~ Thus, Judge, Kisch agreeing with 

two of the three assessors convicted Sidh Gopal of being a 

member of the conspiracy.3 

Chandradhar, was mentioned by Dalpat Singh, in his 

original statement as being an active member of the 

--------------------
1 • 

2. 

Maineuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sita Ram, dated July 17, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.405. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III, 
Vol.11, p.63. 



conspiracy, who took part in the Nagle Jasrath dacoity,
1 

pasting up of the leaflets, the attempt to melt down the 

2 ornaments obtained from Auraiya at Gopi Nath 1 s house, the 

theft of bottles of acid and mercury, along with Ram Narain 

3 from the Mission High School laboratory. According to 

Dalpat he used to attend the meetings of the society, sing 

songs in the song book (Exhibit No.45) among the boys in 

School, in the playground and other places. He had 

coached several boys to become members of the society and 

that his society name was Ganpat. Dalpat had described 

Chandradhar in his first statement as being a 4 famous man. 

In truth, he seems to have taken considerable part in local 

politics. Besides being the Head Volunteer of the Sewa 

Samiti, he had been Vice President of the Arya Kumar Sabha 

and used to deliver lectures on the Vedic Religion on the 

Christian Religion that were being delivered under the 

1 0 

2. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Statement of Dalpat 
Singh on oath on December 1, 1918 & December 2, 
1919, recorded by Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Exhibit No.359 
& 359A, Vol.1, p~48 & 54. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, &.. 5, 1919, 
Vol.12, pp.10 & 18. 

J..E.!9•, dated June 4, 1 91 9, Vol.1, p.115. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Statement of Dalpat 
Singh on oath on December 1, 1918, recorded by 
Rei Radha Raman Bahadur, District Magistrate, 
Mainpuri, Exhibi.t No.359, Vol.1, p.4B. 
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auspices of the local Mission. It was to these activities 

that Chandradhar attributed his implication in the case.
1 

2 The Judge, however, did not agree. Chand radhar denied 

having the society name of Ganpat or taking part in the 

Nagla Jasrath dacoity.
3 

In support of this, a postcard 

(Exhibit No.MM) was tendered by Chandra Mitra, Chandradhar's 

brother, purported to have been written by B. Ulfat Rai, 

Mukhtar of Etah on November 11, 1917, the day of the Nagla 

J~srath dacoity, to Chandra Mitra. It was to the effect 

that Chandradhar had arrived safely at the writer's house 

4 
the day before. Ulfat Rai, in support of this stated that 

he had called Chandradhar to Etah to arrange his marriage. 5 

However, Mr.Sands was able to prove by inspecting the Post 

1 0 

2. 

a. (i) 

(ii) 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. Memo
randum of Examination made on July 10, 1919, of 
Chandradhar accused, Vol.13, pp.327-32B. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol. 11 , p. 64. 
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Office records at Etah and Mainpuri that the post-card was 

1 a forgery • 

Chandradhar (along with Prabhakar) also tried to 

prove that they could not have possibly taken part in the 

pasting up of the leaflets between 7 and 9 p.m. on the night 

2 of February 28, 1918. Lakshmi Pati gave his statement to 

prove this, namely, that he, Chandradhar, Prabhakar and 

Raja Ram had been studying together from 7.30 p.m. to 11 p.m. 

that evening. 3 After examination of this witness Judge 

Kisch decided that no value could be attached to his evi-

dence and he concluded that the fact that Chandradhar was 

seen with Shea Krishna at Mainpuri Railway Station on 

December 1, 1918, and was arrested in his company later in 

the evening, was enough to connect him with the conspiracy.4 
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In any case Judge, Kisch wrote in his Judgment: 

"I do not think that Dalpat•s evidence 

requires any corroboration in the case of 

the four accused; Gopi Nath, Sidh Gopal, 

Chandradhar and Prabhakar." 

Thus, agreeing with two of the three assessors, he convicted 

Chandradhar of being a member of the Conspiracy. 1 

Prabhakar had also been named by Dalpat Singh, in 

his original statement, as having been an active member of 

the conspiracy2 and had taken part in the Nagla Jasrath 

dacoity, the Auraiya expedition, pasting up the leaflets, 

and the attempt to melt the ornaments and that he used to 

attend the meetings of the conspiratorso Dalpat Singh gave 

his society name as Adit.J Prabhakar denied everything, 

saying that he had been implicated in this case because he 

belonged to the Arya samaj and Arya Kumar Sabha. 4 One 

1 • 
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3. 
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Gomti Prasad of Alipur Khera was examined to prove that the 

Police had been making enquiries about Prabhakar•s conduct 

even before the case, the policemen being Inspector Bakar 

1 Ali and Inspector Jagannath. This evidence was supported 

by Chiranji lal, zamindar of Alipur Patti. 2 However, both 

Rai Bahadur Man Singh, Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri 

and Mr. Sands, denied this. And even if it were true, Judge 

Kisch decided that it did not affect ttie case. Prabhakar 

failed in his attempt to prove that he could not have taken 

part in the pasting up of the leaflets. He could also 

produce no evidence regarding his whereabouts at the time of 

th N 1 J th d 't d th A • d ·t · 3 e ag a asra aco~ y an e ura~ya expe ~ ~on. 

any case, Judge Kisch decided that the evidence of Dalpat 

against Prabhakar was sufficient and agreeing with two of 

the three assessors, he convicted Prabhakar of being a 

member of the conspiracy. 4 

In 

Dammi Lal was stated by Dalpat Singh to have taken 

part in the Nagla Jasrath dacoity. Dalpat Singh admitted 

1 • 

2. 

4. 
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that he had not seen him in any other of the society's enter-

prises, except the meetings which he had attended with Shea 

Krishna, Chandradhar, Prabhakar, Ram Narain and Sidh Gopal. 

He stated that Oamrni Lal 1 s society name was Ram la1~ 1 Darnmi 

lal denied everything and said that Dalpat may have been 

made to name him by the Police, who had regarded him with 

suspicion ever since the Agra Arms Act case against him in 

1916. 2 His father Pandit Bhikari Das, in his statement 

tried to show hostility a~ the Police towards him since 

1 91 5, 
3 

which would be the reason for implicating his son 

in the present case. However, Judge Kisch decided that 

there was very little evidence in support of Bhikari Das•s 

allegation of Police hostility. 4 Bhikari Das also produced 

some documentary evidence to prove Dammi Lal's alibi at the 

time of the Nagla Jasrath d~coity and at the time that 

Prabhu Dayal claims to have met Dammi Lal at Agra, but the 

court suspected these documents to be fabricated and conclu-

ded that even if they were genuine, they failed to establish 

1 • 
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the alibi. Thus, the oral evidence of Pandit Bhikari Das 

1 was discredited as were the documents produced by him. 

That Dammi Lal's name was omitted by Dalpat Singh 

in his original statement on December 1, 1918, did not, 

according to the Court's decision, throw discredit on Dalpat 

Singh's evidence, as he had omitted many names, including 

that of the leader, Genda La1, on the first day. However, 

it was felt that since Dammi La1Is name was omitted on the 

first, it trJas necessary to corroborate Dalpat Singh's 

evidence in respect of Dammi Lal' s connection with the 

conspiracy. And such corroboration was obtained by Court 

in Het Ram 1 s (Het Ram, a resident of Alipur Patti, was 

arrested in this case but subsequently released) letter 

(Exhibit 77 & 271) which showed that Dammi Lal was a member 

of the conspiracy and that his society name was Ram la1. 2 

That his society name was Ram Lal was also corroborated by 

the statement of Himmat la1, Superintendent of Tyler weaving 

School, Shahjahanpur, who deposed that Dammi La1 had come 

to seek admission to his school in August 1917 and had 

1 • 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 
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1 given his name as Ram Lal. 

further corroboration of Dalpat Singh's statement 

was obtained by the Court in Prabhu Dayal's evidence of the 

meeting of Genda lal, Deb Narain, Ganga Singh and Dammi Lal 

at Dr. Goyal 1 s Medical Hall in Agra at which projects of 

dacoity, etc. were discussed and after which Dammi Lal and 

Genda Lal returned to Shikohabad together where they had 

2 been joined by Sidh Gopal. Prabhu Dayal had also identi-

fied Dammi lal and Sidh Gopal in Mainpuri Jail.
3 After 

hearing the case of Dammi Lal, the assessors acquitted 

Dammi Lal on account of the omission of his name in Dalpat 

Singh's first statement, but Judge, B.S.Kisch disagreed with 

them and convicted Dammi Lal of taking part in the 

. 4 consp1racy. 

As far as Makundi is concerned, both Dalpat and 

Somdeo named him as being a member of the conspiracy. 

Somdeo gave his society name as being 1 Bhangri 1 and also 

'Bhara tvir 11 • Dalpa t Singh had identified him as the owner 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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of a house where the member had once collected, but he had 

not known his name. 1 It may be pointed out here that 

Makundi was already undergoing three years' rigorous 

imprisonment in "default of giving security for his good 

behaviour under section 110, C.P.C." 2 Makundi attributed 

his implication by both Dalpat Singh and Somd eo as well as 

his 3 years' sentence for bad livelihood, to the displeasure 

of the police, who according to him were angry with him 

because he had refused to give evidence against one Shyam 

Manohar. He absolutely denied being a party to any criminal 

• 3 conspJ.racy. The Court was not satisfied with his allege-

tion of the Policeo The Court obtained corroboration of the 

statements of Somdeo and Dalpat Singh in the fact that both 

were able to point out Makundi 0 s house, while Ram Narain had 

4 also pointed out Makundi' s house to Mr. Sands, and the 

fact that both Somdeo and Dalpat had identified Makundi in 
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Mainpuri Jail on March 31, 1919, before the District Magis-

1 trate. Both Somdeo and Dalpat Singh had deposed to the 

fact that the Makundi had hired a tonga for Somdeo to go to 

the station and had paid it off when Dalpat, Ram Narai n and 

Prabhakar had returned in it to Auraiya. This fact was 

corroborated by the owner (Nanhu) and the driver (Barkat) of , 

2 the tonga. 

A letter in Hindi signed by 'Bhangri' (Exhibit 

No.135) and a post-card (Exhibit No.170) written by Mathura 

Prasad and mentioning the name of Bhangri, were recovered 

during the search of Somdeo' s ~·house. Somdeo had stated 

that the 1 Bhangri 1 of both these letters was none other 
. . 3 

than Mal<undi. Makundi admitted that he was called 

1 Bhangri• 4 but he put forward two witnesses Lachmi Narain 
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and Mani Lal to prove that there was another man known as 
. 1 

1Bhangri 1 in Auraiya, who had recently died. The court 

ruled, however, that since this man was an illiterate 

labourer, he could not be the 'Bhangri' in question. More-

over, the witnesses committed a mistake by denying that 

Makundi was ever known as 'Bhangri' which is admitted by 

Makundi himself. 2 Makundi in his statement denied knowing 

how to read or write Hindi,
3 but his neighbour Chotey Lal 

gave a statement to the contrary saying that he had often 

seen Makundi writing at his shop and deposed that the letter 

was in his handwriting. 4 Though there was no sample of 

Makundi's handwriting available for comparison, the judge 

felt that no ground had been shown for disbelieving the 

• 5 Wl.tness. 
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The assessors decided to acquit Makundi on the 

grounds that Somdeo had referred to him originally as 

1 Bhangri 1 , a nick name which could apply to hundreds of 

persons who took 1 bhang 1 • The Judge, however, was convinced 

that his identity had been undoubtedly established and, 

therefore, disagreeing with the assessors he convicted 

Makundi of being a member of the conspiracy. 1 

Raja Ram had been pointed out in class by Ram 

Narayan in January 15, 1919, to Mr. Sands and had been 

2 arrested on the spot. He was subsequently named by Somdeo 

3 
in his original statement, according to him he took part 

in the Sanda Khera attempt, the Pareli dacoity and the sale 

of the 1 swadhinta' at Shahjahanpur and Delhi, and his 
. 4 

society name was 1 Gattam'. Raja Ram denied all accusa-

tions and that he was a member of a conspiracy, suggesting 

that the Police may have made Somdeo name him because he 
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was an Arya Samajist and a member of the Arya Kumar Sabha 

and Sewa SSmiti of which he had even opened a branch i'n his 

own village, Deokali. 1 However, the Judge refused to 

believe that a boy of just seventeen years would be made a 

scapegoat by the Police. Moreover, the Judge felt that 

there was enough corroboration of Somdeo's statement 

regarding Raja Ram's connection with the conspiracy, namely 

the three documents found on his person at the time of his 

arrest. The first being a diary (Exhibit No.234) which 

implicated him fully in the conspiracy, because it contained 

entries of ~ number of meeting with Ganga Singh and 

referred to Raja Ram signing the oath of the society in the 

2 words "gave life bond through G.S." Raja Ram stated that 

the name Ganga Singh and the initial G. S. referred to 

another Ganga Singh, who had been his class fellow for 5 or 

6 years. He explained the entry about "life bond" by 

saying that his father had ask eel this Ganga Singh to try 

and pursuade him to get married to which he had agreed and 

thus gave "life bond" referred to his promise to get 

married which meant the losing of his independence 
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according to Hindu customt
1 The Judge considered this 

explanation as being false and refused to discuss it. He 

further noted that Raja Ram failed to produce the Ganga 

Singh he was speaking of. 2 

Another entry in the diary on March 1, 1918-

»All I revolutionary (SIC) notices were published in the 

3 night." - also went to incriminate Raja Ram. Raja Ram 

tried to explain that he had seen the seditious leaflets 

pasted up in School on March 1, 1918, and because he felt 

it was a strange occurence he had made a note of it. 4 

However, it was noted by the Court that since the leaflets 

had been pasted up in Shahjahanpur on the night of March 1, 

he must have known about them b~fore hand. 5 Raja Ram 

tried to explain by saying that he had put the date as 

March 1 P only for the sake of accuracy and that he had 
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actually made the note on the 2nd. This explanation was 

considered to be an afterthought and the judge was con-

1 
vinced that Raja Ram knew about the leaflets beforehand. 

The diary further contained entries of the 

receipt of a letter from "Hari" and of a meeting with him 

and also of several meetings with •Ganesh• and one with 

"Lakshman and Ganesh". These entries the court gathered 

referred to the conspirators Deb Narain as "Hari 11 , Pratap 

Singh as "Ganesh"and Govind Singh as "Lakshman". 2 Raja 

Ram tried to explain that all thrae names referred to some 

th d t t th . t 3 o er men an no o e consp1ra ors. This explanation 

was considered false as none of the three men Raja Ram said 

were Hari, Ganesh and Lakshman were produced. Instead 

Bhagwati Prasad mentioned by Raja Ram as being his cousin 

was examined to establish the identities of the three men, 

but the Court found certain points in his statement which 

proved Raja Ram to be lying. 4 The Defence had put forth 
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Kanhaiya Lal, Head Master of Town School, Mohamdi, District 

Kheri, to verify Raja Ram's statement, that "Hari' was in 

fact not Deb Narain, but one Hari Raj Singh. However, Raja 

Ram failed to show the Court that this was the Hari men-

tioned in the diary. 1 Moreover, the Court had got cerro. 

boration of Raja Ram's association with Deb Narain (Hari) 

from the evidence of Dr.Ram sahai Jauhari, who deposed that 

Raja Ram along with Ram Prasad used to fetch Deb Narain' s 

letter while he was lying ill at Shahjahanpur. 2 His 

association with Govind Singh was also established by an 

entry dated December 2, 1918 in the witness's dispensary 

register (Exhibit No.115) showing that Raja Ram and Lakshman 

paid jointly for some medicines. 
3 

Another paper recovered from Raja Ram's person 

was a slip of paper containing an account (Exhibit No.146) 

in the fold of his cap. This paper contained the names of 

•Ram Nath", "Seth" and 11 Gayau which Somdeo told were the 
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society names of Ganga Singh, Shea Krishna and Ram Prasad 

respectively. It also contained the name of 11 Chiraiya", 

which Somdeo had stated was the society name of Ganga 

Singh. 1 Raja Ram pretended to know nothing of this paper 

saying that he had put on a wrong cap in his agitation, when 

2 called out of class by Mr. Sands. This explanation was 

considered to be an afterthought and no evidence was produ~ 

ced in the court in support of this.
3 

After Raja Ram had been arrested, he was caught 

in the act of trying to destroy a paper. This was deposed 

to by Mr. Sands, Inspector Jagannath, constable Gulab Singh 

and Mr.Rufus Shea Charan, Head Master of the School. 4 

This paper when pieced together had been found to contain a 

highly seditious poem in Hindi. Raja Ram denied possessing 

the poem but could produce no evidence to rebut that of the 
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Prosecution. Besides this, during the search of Raja 

Ram's house a poem (Exhibit No.266) had been found similar 

to poems found with Ram Narayan and Lal Man and which also 

appeared in the Society's book of songs, also found had 

been two moustaches, similar to those found on the scene of 

the Pareli dacoity and in the camel cart, and 242 printed 

copies of a'swadeshi'vow (Exhibit No.117). Though none of 

these articles were incriminating in themselves, their 

presence in Raja Ram 1 s house in relation to the other evi-

d "d d • "f" t 1 ence, was cons~ ere very s~gn~ ~can • 

That Raja Ram had rented the house in Shahjahanpur 

in 1.r.1hich the explosion had occurred, from Shakti Prasad was 

deposed by Sakti Prasad himself2 and Wazir Khan, his 

servant had identified Raja Ram and Shea Charan Lal as among 

3 the boys who had frequented that house. Raja Ram had 

examined one Radha Krishna to contradict Sakti Prasad's 

"d 4 ev~ ence, 
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Prasad's evidence. 1 Thus, the Judge felt that there was a 

quantity of evidence corroborating Somdeo's incrimination 

of Raja Ram as a member of the conspiracy and agreeing with 

two ,of the three assessors he convicted Raja Ram. 2 

Shea Charan Lal had been incriminated by Somdeo 

3 
in his original statement. Somdeo had stated that he had 

taken part in the Sanda Khera attempt and the Pareli 

dacoity and that his society name was "Raghubir".
4 Shea 

Charan Lal denied being a member of the conspiracy. 5 In 

order to corroborate Somdeo• s statement regarding Shea 

Charan lal being a member of the conspiracy, two letters 

were produced. These letters had been written to Kali 

Charan at Bareilly College by Shea Charan Lal and which had 

been intercepted by the police after Kali Charan's arrest. 

In these letters (Exhibit No.148 and 149) Shea Charan Lal 

had given Kali Charan the minutest details about the 
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progress of the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. 
1 Both Shea 

Charan Lal and Kali Charan explained the details given 

about the case by saying that in a former letter (which was 

produced as evidence, Exhibit No.Ff by Kali Charan's 

father), Shea Charan had informed Kali Charan that there 

was a strange dacoity case going on in Mainpuri, involving 

school boys and that a boy, Dalpat had disclosed everything 

and got them arrested and that it was rumoured that arrests 

were also being made at Agra. After having introduced the 

subject, Shea Charan Lal said that he had to satisfy Kali 

Charan 9 s curiosity in his subsequent letters, hence the 

details. 2 The Judge decided that Shea Charan would not 

have entered into details of the case merely to satisfy 

Kali Charan's curiosity. Besides other papers found in 

Shea Charan la1 1 s possession on his arrest proved that he 

was not just an ordinary spectator of the case. One of 

these papers (Exhibit No.382/6) was a piece of writing in 

1 0 ( i) 

(ii) 

2. (i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III, 
Vo1.11, p.73. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, ~ssions Record, Memo
randum of Examination made on July 11, 1919, of 
Shea Charan Lal accused, Vol.13, p.342. 

Mainp~i Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, Memo
randum of Examination made on July 11, 1919, of 
Kali Charan accused, Vol.13, pp.340-341. 

Ibid., Memorandum of Examination made on July 11, 
1919, of Shea Charan lal, accused, Vo1.13, p.343. 
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Hindi headed "The Origin of the Mainpuri Conspiracy" saying 

that the case originated in an indecent assault made by the 

Superintendent of the Mission School Boarding House on a 

boy, Kripa Shankar, which had led to a strike and expulsion 
was 

of eight students, and that itA-2 or 3 days after this that 

Dalpat gave his information to the District Magistrate and 

arrests started being made. 1 It was urged that this was 

just an amateur effort at journalism but at the same time, 

judge felt that it also showed an attempt to manufacture a 

defence for the arrested boys. Another paper (Exhibit 

No.382/1) a draft of a letter to a friend in Calcutta 

asking him to persuade Mr.C.R.Das to undertake the defence 

for nothing, also proved Sheo Charan Lal 1 s connection with 

the conspiracy. It was also suspected that the letter 

2 
(Exhibit No.FF) was a forgery. Apart from this ltJa zir 

Khan had identified Sheo Charan Lal together with Raja Ram 

in the Mainpuri Jail on April 14, 1919, before M. Islam 

Nabi Khan, Deputy Magistrate as the boys whom he had seen 

frequenting the house in which the explosion had taken 

1 • (i) Maine uri Con seiracy_ Case, Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part I I I , Exhibit No.382/6, Vol.B, 
p. 78 7. 

(ii) Maine uri ConsEiracy_ Ca~, Judgment, Part III, 
Vol.11, p.74. 

2. Maine uri Conseiracy_ Case, Judgment, Part I I I , 
Vol.11, p.74. 
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place in muhalla, Rang Mehla. 1 
Shea Cha ran Lal denied it 

saying that Wazir Khan must have picked him out by mistake.2 

It was also argued on his behalf that Wazir Khan had statedr~

in cross examination that all the boys went to school and, 

therefore, he must be making a mistake because Shea Charan 

Lal never went to school in Shahjahanpur. This argument 

fell weak in court as the Judge felt that Wazir Khan would 

not have followed each and everyone to school and so upheld 

his identification of Shea Charan Lal. The Judge also 

decided that the fact that Shea Charan Lal had been selling 

copies of "America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili" at the Delhi 

Congress, even if it did not connect him with the conspiracy 

atleast showed his tendencies. 

The assessors decided to acquit Shea Charan Lal 

but Judge Kisch did not agree with them that the evidence 

against him was insufficient and convicted him of being a 

member of the conspiracy.
3 

1 • ( i) 

{ii) 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Wazir Khan, labourer of Shahjahanpur, 
dated June 1 7,. 1 91 9, Vol.1 , p. 25 8. 

I.E.!£!•, Statement of M. Islam Nabi Khan, Deputy 
Magistrate, dated June 7, 1919, Vo1.13, p.43. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Reca£2. Memo
randum of Examination made on July 11, 1919, of 
Shea Charan Lal Accused, Vo1.13, pp.343-344. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~, Judgmen1, Part III, 
Vol • 1 1 , p • 7 5 • 
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Wh ere K a 1 i C h a ran wa s con cern e d , h e wa s a c quitted 

of being a member of the conspiracy on account of insuffi-

i t . d 1 c en evJ. ence. 

fateh Singh was named(as Bhudeo) in the original 

2 statement of Somdeo, and was also identified by him in 

the Mainpuri Jail. Somdeo had stated that fateh Singh 

alias Bhudeo, had suggested the blackmailing of the 'thakur• 

in Lucknow and had taken part in the Sanda Khera attempt and 

the Pareli dacoity on which occasion he had driven the cart 

containing the 
3 

arms. fateh Singh denied all these things 

saying that he was not involved in any conspiracy and that 

he had been falsely implicatedo He suggested that the 

Police may have made Somdeo name him because they had been 

unable to get hold of his brother, Gobind Singh, through 

h • 4 
l. mo 

1 0 

3. (i) 

(ii) 

4. 

This plea of fateh Singh was not accepted by the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III, 
Vol.11, p.76. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~, Statement of Somdeo, 
recorded by Sardar Singh, 1st class Magistrate, 
dated February 2, 1919, Vol.1, p.57. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Somdeo, dated June 13, 1919, Vol.12, 
pp.9D, 94. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part III, 
Vol.11, p.76. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Rec~. Memo
randum of Examination made on July 11, 1919, of 
fateh Singh, accused, Vol.13, p.345. 
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The only evidence against Fateh Singh, apart from 

Somdeo 1 s statement, was the appearance of hie name (Bhudeo) 

along with the names of Ram Nath, Ganesh and Brij Kishore 

(society names of Ganga Singh, Pratap Singh, and Madho Ram) 

in the paper of accounts (Exhibit No.147) recovered from 

Ram Prasad's house in Shahjahanpur. 2 
Although this \'-'as 

not sufficient evidence to corroborate Somdeo's statement, 

Judge Kisch decided that in the case of Fateh Singh no 

corroboration was needed and therefore, acting upon Som·deo's 

uncorroborated statement, he convicted Fateh Singh, once 

again disagreeing with the assessors, who would have 

. d h. 3 
acqu~tte ~m. 

Thus Sessions Judge, B.S.Kisch, in the judgment, 

delivered on September 1, 1919, convicted Karhori Lal, Gopi 

Nath, Sidh Gopal, Chandradhar, Prabhakar, Dammi Lal, Makundi 

Raja Ram, Shea Charan Lal and Fateh Singh, of an offence 
. 4 

under Section 121 A, I.P.C. 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, dEdgment, Part III, 
Vol.11 , p, 76. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part II, Exhibit No.147, Vol.B, p.147. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~, Judgm~, Part III, 
Vol.11, p.76. 
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So far as the question of sentences was concerned 

Judge Kisch wrote:-

"It is unfortunate that since the escape of 

Shea Krishna, none of the real leaders are 

before the court. If they had been, it would 

have been necessary to deal with them with 

the utmost severity. Even in dealing with 

the rank and file, and after making every 

possible allowance for the youth and 

inexperience of the accused, I find it 

impossible ove~ lightly participation in a 

conspiracy that has led to crimes which, if 

committed by ordinary criminals, would have 

been visited with the severest punishment." 1 

He further stated:-

1 • 

2. 

"There can be no doubt that this was a 

dangerous conspiracy, \'llhich if not checked 

in its early stages might have led to grave 

2 consequences. 11 

Dammi lal and Gopi Nath, according to Kisch were 

----------------------------·---------------------------------------
Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~~' ~~~~Part III, 
Vol.11, p.76. 

ill£. 
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"deserving of the severest punishment." Both had partici-

pated in a dacoity. Dammi Lal apart from being an elder 

man than the others, except Makundi, had, according to 

Kisch, failed to learn a lesson even after facing trial for 

an offence connected with the conspiracy, namely the Agra 

Arms Act Case. Gopi Nath on the other hand was the second 

in command in Mainpuri and had formed a very large contin-

1 
gent there. Therefore, both Dammi Lal and Gopi Nath were 

2 sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for seven years. 

Kisch thought there was "little to distinguish 

between the cases of Sidh Gopal, Chandradhar, Prabhakar, 

Shea Charan Lal and Fateh", all of them having taken part 

1 0 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

All five were sentenced to rigorous 

Mainpuri Conspiracy~. Judgment, Part III. 
·Vol. 11 , p. 77. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~. Sentence passed on 
Dammi Lal by Sessions Judge, B.S.Kisch in the 
Court of Sessions, Mainpuri Division, Trial No.30 
of 1919, dated September 1, 1919, Vol. 7, p.925. 

Please See Appe ndix-XX. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sentence passed on 
Gopi Nath by Sessions Judge, B. S.Kisch in the 
Court of Sessions, Mainpuri Division, Trial No.JO 
of 1919, dated September 1, 1919, Vol.7, p.955. 

Please see Rppend:i.x-XX I. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy ca~ Judgment, Part III. 
Vol. 11 , p. 7 7. 
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1 imprisonment for five years. 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Raja Ram & Karhori Lal were sentenced to rigorous 

----·--
t-1ainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sentence passed on 
fateh Singh by Sessions Judge, B. S.Kisch in the 
Court of Session, Mainpuri Division, Trial No.30, 
of 1919, dated September 1, 1919, Vol.7, p.959. 

Please see Appendix XXII. 

Ibid., Sentence passed on Chandradhar by Sessions 
Judge, B.S.Kisch in the Court of Session, Main
pur! Division, Trial No.30 of 1919, dated Septem
ber 1, 1919, Vol.7, p.935. 

Please see Appendix XXIII. 

(iii) llli•, Sentence passed on Sidh Gopal by Sessions 
Judge, B. S.Kisch, in the Court of Session, l\1ain
puri Division, Trial No.30, of 1919, dated 
September 1, 1919, Vol.7, p.951. 

Please See Appendix XXIV. 

(iv) Ibid., Sentence passed on Shea Charan l.al by 
Sessions Judge, B.S.Kisch, in the Court of Session, 
Mainpuri Division, Trial No.30, of 1919, dated 
September 1, 1 919, Vol. 7, p.907. 

Please See Appendix XXV. 

(v) Ibid., Sentence passed on Prabhakar by Sessions 
Judge, B. S.Kisch in the Court of Session, Mainpuri 
Division, Trial No.30, of 1919, dated September 1, 
1919, Vol.7, p.919. 

Please see Appendix XXVI. 

./''. 
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1 
imprisonment for three years. 

Though Makundi was not proved to have ectually 

committed any dacoity, Kisch was in no mood to acquit him 

because according to him Makundi "appeared to be a general 

bad character, and was perhaps enrolled to bring the 

stiffening of a professional into their enterprises. 112 

Thus Makundi was sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for 

3 
three years. 

Kali Charan ltJas released and the approvers Dalpat 

Singh and Somdeo were pardoned and discharged. 114 

1 0 ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sentenced passed on 
Raja Ram by Sessions Judge, B.S.Kisch in the 
Court of Session, Mainpuri Division, Trial No.30 
of 1919, dated September 1,1919, Vol.7, p.963. 

Please see Appendix XXVII. 

Ibid., Sentence passed on Karhori Lal by Sessions 
Judge, B. S.Kisch in the Court of Session, Main
puri Division, Trial No.30 of 1919, dated 
September 1, 1919, Vol.7, p.945. 

Please see Appendix XXVIII. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~, Judgment, Part I II. 
Vol. 1 1 , p. 7 7. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sentence passed on 
Makundi by Sessions Judge, B.S.Kisch, in the 
Court of Session, Mainpuri Division, Trial No.30, 
of 1~19, dated September 1, 1919, Vol.7, p.992. 

Please see Appendix XXIX. 

Mainpuri Conspi~v Case, Judgment, Part III. 
Vol • 1 1 , p. 7 7 • 



In July, 1919, Chatterji, the Defence Counsel 

wished to know if the Government would grant clemency to 

all those who pleaded guilty in the Conspiracy Case. The 

Counsel also suggested to the Government to invoke peace 

concession with regard to the accused and that they be 

granted opportunity to reform rather than suffer heavy 

sentences. 
1 But it was decided that mercy appeals would 

be regarded only after the conviction. 2 Dr.Misra and 

Shri Purshottam Das filed appeals in the High Court soon 

3 after the conviction on behalf of the accused. The 

appeals became almost redundant and were withdrawn on 

february 12,1920, following the G.O.No.673/VI-1461, of 

February 5, 1920, which directed the immediate release of 

all prisoners convicted in the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, 

EXCEPT Mak und io However, it entailed signing up of a bond 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~. Police file No.113. 
Copy of a telegram from Mr. Sands to the Chief 
Secretary to Government, u. P., dated July 21, 
1919, p.S11. 

Ibid., Copy of a telegram from Mr.Sands to 
Chief Secretary to Government, U.P., dated July 
22, 1919, p.S13. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~. ~ppellate. In the 
High Court of Judicature at Allahabad, dated 
.february 14, 1920, Vo1.7, p.969. 
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1 
of good conduct by the accused. 

fateh Singh, instead of withdrawing his appeal, 

had decided to continue with it, which was within his 

legal rights. A period of 14 days for reconsideration was 

2 given to him through his counsel, with a pointer that 

reopening of an enquiry might not be so prudent as it could 

3 even enhance his present sentence. Consequently fateh 

Singh also asked for a withdrawal of his appeal, which was 

granted on March 13g 1920.
4 

Dammi lal, one of the men who had been released 

on condition of good behaviour, was arrested for delivering 

a Seditious Speech and was bound over for a year under 

Section 108 of the Code of Criminal Procedure on August 6, 

1920, by Eabu Jagdish Prasad, first Class Magistrate of 

1 • 

2. 

4. 

Mainpu.E.L_Conspiracy Case. Copy of a G.O.No.673/ 
VI-1461, dated february 5, 1920, addressed to 
the Inspector General of Prisons, U.P., Vo. 7, 
p .1 041 • 

Please see Appendix XXX. 

Ibid., Appellate in the High Court of Judicature 
at Alla~abad, dated february 14, 1920, Vol.7, 
pp.269-970 • 

.!.Ei.!;!., Appellate in the High Court of Judicature 
et Allahabad, dated May 14, 1921, Vol.7, p.972 

.!.E.i9•, Appellate in the High Court of Judicature 
at Allahabad, dated March 13, 1920, Vol.7, 
p.967. 
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Mainpuri. Similarly Karhori Lal was sentenced to six 

months' rigorous imprisonment under Section 9(a) of the 

Salt Act on July 3, 1930 by Munshi Sadullah Khan, First 

Class Magistrate, Mainpuri. 1 
At the same time under the 

provisions of Section 401 (3) Criminal Procedure Code, the 

Governor in Council ordered the cancellation of the remi-

ssion of their sentences on the ground that they had broken 

the condition in their agreement of good behaviour. 2 

The suspension of Chandradhar's sentence was also 

cancelled by an order dated April 28, 1921, of his Exce-

llency, the Governor-in-Council under Section 401 (3) CPC 

as Chandradhar had failed to keep up the condition of good 

behaviour by taking a predominant part in the seditious 

politics, 3 when the non-co-operation movement began. 

Sidh Gopal was sentenced to six months' rigorous 

imprisonment and a fine of Rs.100 or six weeks' further 

rigorous imprisonment in default under Section 4 of the 

Prevention of Intimidation Ordinance of 1930, on 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Cas~. Copy of letter 
No.3957/VI-1032, Judicial (Criminal) Department 
to the Commissioner, Agra Division,. dated Octo
ber 29, 1920, Vol.7, p.103t. 

I bid. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Revision of Sentence 
Sheet, Vol.7, p.1043. 
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September 24, 1930, by B.Jagdish Prasad, first Class 

Magistrate of Mainpuri. The remission of the unexpired 

1 portion of his previous sentence was also cancelled. 

Shea Charan Lal was also arrested as he "did not appear to 

have kept his promise contained in the bond" and was made 

to serve out the original sentence of 5 years rigorous 

. . t 2 
~mpr~sonmen • 

-----------------------------·--------------·-----------------------

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri~onspiracy Case. Copy of G.O.No. 
8377C/ Judicial (Criminal) Department, to the 
Commissioner, Agra Division, dated December 3, 
1930, Vol.7, p.1019. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Appellate in the 
High Court of Judicature at Allahabad, dated 
May 14, 1921, Vol.7, p.971. 
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The story of the Mainpuri Conspiracy reveals an 

interesting and important episode in the history of the 

Revolutionary Movement in the United Provinces. 

The first indication of the existence of a 

conspiracy was the discovery in March 1 91 6 of Dammi Lal 

and Deb Narain importing arms into Agra from the Gwalior 

State. Police investigations had disclosed that they were 

helped to do this by Genda Lal. However, the prosecution 

of the case was withdrawn by the Agra Police and the 

opportunity was lost of discovering the conspiracy and 

nipping it in the bud. Then the first disclosure of i:h e 

objects of the conspiracy was obtained from Jaipur in 

December 1916 when Raj Bahadur, a student of the Maharaja 

College received a letter from Shea Krishna from Mainpuri 

asking him "to incite some reliable persons with a view to 

enlist in the 'Santan Society' and to plunder the rich and 

murder the enemies of the cause". Enquiries were institu

ted in Mainpuri which failed to make any fresh discovery 

apart from the suspicion that Shea Krishna was a youth of 

advanced political views and a likely man to be trying to 

form a revolutionary party. 

Again in July 1917, a dacoit of Etawah, Nikson 

--
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Singh, convicted in a Kanpur dacoity case made a statement 

before the commandant of the Military Police at Port Blair, 

alleging that Genda Lal, a School Master of Auraiya in the 

Etawah district, made bombs and kept arms and bombs in a 

cellar of his house at Auraiya. Enqiry into the matter, 

however, discovered nothing. 

Then on November 11, 1 917, had occurred the armed 

dacoity in the village of Nagla Jasrath in the Mainpuri 

district. It was at that time suspected by the Police to 

have been committed by educated men. As a result of the 

Police enquiry Madho Ram, school master of a neighbouring 

village, was found to be concerned. But he absconded 

together with another school master, Pratap Singh. 

On February 28, 1918, and on the two following 

days a number of printed Hindi leaflets entitled 'Swadesh-

abhimaniyon Ko Sandesh 1 were pasted up almost simulta-

neously in Mainpuri, Kanpur, Shahjahanpur, lucknow, 

Allahabad, Faizabad, Mirzapur, Bareilly, Muthra and some 

other places. tvlainpuri was the first place where these 

leaflets had appeared. Some enquiry was made at that time, 

which showed that certain students of the Mission School at 

Mainpuri, including Shea Krishna were responsible. There, 

was, however, no proof available of their concern. 

On September 30, 1918, a store of arms and 
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ammunition belonging to the society were seized in 

Shahjahanpur. It was being brought in a camel cart by Deb 

Narain and another accomplice. They had been challenged 

at the Jalalnagar Octroi."outpost on account of the arms 

but had managed to slip 9-way, leaving the arms behind. 

The Police could get no idea as to whom the arms 

belonged to. 

It was not until Dalpat Singh went to the 

District Magistrate, Mainpuri, on December 1, 1918, and 

denounced the conspiracy of \.-:~hd:ch he was a member that the 

existence of the Secret Society was discovered by the 

Government and all the above acts were brought home to 

this Societyo And as a result of Dalpat Singh's statement 

arrests and searches were made in Mainpuri and the 

neighbouring districts and a formidable armoury belonging 

to the Party was discovered. It was discovered that the 

Society had at its command a considerable amount of money 

which had enabled it to acquire suitable stocks of 

ammunition, and other equipment that was considered 

necessary for the purpose of committing dacoities. 

The arms and ammunition belonging to the 

'Matravedi Sanstha' had come into the possession of the 

Police on four occasions. 

In April, 1916, two guns (one S.B.Topidar gun and 
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one D.B. gun), a 'Kater', a quanity of English gunpowder, 

buck shot and a bullet were left behind at the Rajamandi 

Railway Station by Deb Narain 8 nd Dammi Lal. 

On September 30, 1918, the following arms and 

ammunitions recovered from the possession of Deb Narain 

and a fellow member at the Jalalnagar Octroi outpost in 

Shahj ahanpur1-

a .450 bore double barrelled breech loading 

rifle, a single barrelled cap gun, three 6 

chambered cap revolvers, thirty rounds of 

Mark III Martini Henry Carbine Cartridges, 

two Curtis and Harvey gunpowder flasks, two 

tins of percussion capsp a quantity of small 

shot, buck shot and bullets, some government 

.450 bore rifle ammunition and one s.B. 

muzzle loading gun. 

On the indication of the approver Dalpat Singh, 

on December 1, 1918, the Mainpuri Police recovered from 

the house of Karhori lal the following articles:-

eighteen cartridges (t2 bore), sixteen loaded 

and three empty 380 bore revolver cartridges, 

six large .455 bore revolver cartridges, 

seventy gun caps, two swords, four S.B. Topidar 
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pistols, a double barrel Topidar pistol, a 

dagger, 1 Kata r 1 and a spear, a quantity of 

large and small shot and English gunpowder. 

On December 3, 1918, from the possession of Ram 

Narayan were recovered t_he followings 

a .450 bore five chambered revolver 101 

rounds of ammunition (83 revolver and f8 

rifle cartridges) and eight double edge 

dagger So 

Regarding the various acts of the Society, the 

C.I.Do managed to obtain proof of the following:-

( 1 ) The armed dacoity in Nagla Jasrath 

in the Mainpuri District on November 11 ,1919; 

( 2) The Assembly of some of the members of 

the Society at Auraiya in the district of 

Etawah in January, 1918, for the purpose of 

looting the Government Sub-Treasury; 

( 3) The highway robbery at Auraiya in the 

Etawah district on January 21, 1 91 8; 

( 4) The composition and the printing of 

the highly seditious and revolutionary leaflet 

entitled 1 Swadesh-abhimaniyon Ko Sandesh 1 , 
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which was proscribed by the Government of the 

United Provinces in March, 191 8; 

(5) The simultaneous pasting up and 

distribution of these leaflets in most of the 

important towns of the United Provinces on 

March1,1918. 

( 6) The writing, printing and publication 

of the highly seditious book entitled 'America 

Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili' in March-April, 1918; 

( 7) The assembly of members of the society 

at Shahjahanpur and their journey to a village 

Sanda Khera in PoSo Nigohi in June 1918 for the 

purpose of committing a dacoity. The dacoity 

had not been committed; 

( 8) The commission by the same men who went 

to Nigohi, of a dacoity at village Pareli, P.s. 

Pali in Hardoi district on June 23, 1918, in the 

course of which a woman was unfortunately shot 

dead; 

{ 9) Experimenting with explosives at 

Shahjahanpur in September 1918, in the course of 

which one of the members, Ganga Singh severely 

injured his hand; 
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( 1 0) Assembly of members at Shahjahanpur 

and their journey to village Sonara in P. s. 

Powayan on September 29, 191 B, for the purpose 

of committing a dacoity there. This dacoity too 

was not committed; 

(11) The open sale and distribution of the 

book 'America Ko swadhinta Kaise Mili' previous 

to September 25, 1 91 B; 

(12) The sale of the book 'America Ko 

SWadhinta Kaise Mili' at Delhi in the Congress 

Pandal in December 1 91 B. 

One important act, which the C.I.D. suspected to 

be connected with the 'Matravedi Sanstha' could not be 

proved. 

This was the case of outrage on the Union Jack at 

the Rajput High School, Agra on November 13, 191B and the 

subsequent murder of Sobha Ram Singh, a student of the 

Rajput High School on December 12, 191 B. 

When the case was put up in the Court, 9om~i 

important members were not present as they had absconded 

and could not be arrested. They were, Deb Narain, Ram 

Prasad, Ganga Singh, Madho Ram, Pratap Singh. The strength 

of the Prosecution case was further affected by the 
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escape of first Genda Lal Dixit and Ram Narayan and then 

Shea Krishna. The things which greatly handicapped the 

Prosecution in the trial of the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, 

apart from the absence of the import ant leaders of the 

Secret Society, were that people were unwilling to give 

evidence against the accused and no handwriting expert was 

available because of which the Prosecution failed to prove 

the hand-writing of some of the accused. 1 

The indiscriminate arrests of a large number of 

youths in connection with the Mainpuri Conspiracy and the 

proceedings of the British authorities had met with a 

strong criticism from the Press; 

The Bharat Bandhu (Hathras) of february 4, 1919, 

reported that the detention in jail for two months of the 

youths arrested in connection with the Mainpuri Conspiracy 

Case without any judicial trial seemed to be unjust. It 

was causing much suffering to those imprisoned and their 

relatives. 2 

1 • 

2. 

~ain!!)uri Conspiracy Case, f_glice file No.113o 
Letter to MroCoMoKiRg, Legal Remembrancer, 
United Provinces,. from Jagat Narain, Pmblic 
Prosecutor, dated Augmst 4, 1919, po519. 

Selections from Newspapers published in U.P. 
for the week ending februacy B, 1919, Noo6, 
of 1919, p.53o 
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The 'Pratap' (Kanpur) of March 30, 1919, said 

that twelve men out of the thirty eight arrested in 

connection with the Mainpuri Conspiracy were after about 

two months' imprisonment released in the middle of March 

for want of evidence against them, why were they arrested 

at all? Who is responsible for their suffering and 

pecuniary loss? The Paper wanted these victims of Police 

oppression to bring a suit against the Police. 1 

It is true that the period of their detention in 

jail was a difficult for the men. They were kept in 

solitary cells for want of accommodation in the jail even 

though solitary confinement was a punishment meant for 

breach of jail discipline. 2 furthermore, the accused 

were put in fetters on entering the jail. But as the men 

had behaved well in jail and the investigation was taking 

a very long time, it was decided that it was an unnecessary 

hardship to keep them in fetters. So the fetters were 

removed after some time, but after the escape of Shea 

1 • 

2. ( i) 

• (ii) 

Selections from Newspapers published in U.P. for 
the week ending ~p.ril12,1919, No.1~, of 1919, 
p.132. 

The Indepen~, dated July B, 1919, Vol.11, 
No.12B, p.3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~~' Sessions Record. State
ment of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, Dsitrict Magis
trate, Mainpuri, dated July 4, 1919, Vol.13, p.267. 
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1 Krishna from jail, the men were once again put in fetters. 

The men remained in custody for more than a 

month without their friends, guardinas nor their •vakil' 

being given permission to interview them. The District 

Magistrate of Mainpuri, Rei Radha Raman Bahadur had given 

orders to the Superintendent, Jail not to allow any inter-

views without his instructions. Although personally he 

felt that there was no harm in granting the interviews he 

was hesistant to take the decision on his own. It was only 

when be felt that he could not put the matter off any more 

that he wrote to the Chief Secretary, asking him for ins-

tructions as the friends, relatives and lawyer of the 

d . h. f . t . 2 accuse were press~ng ~m or ~n erv~ews. Moreover, 

there was a danger of the situation getting unpleasant as 

some of the boys in the Mainpuri Jail had threatened to go 

on a hunger strike, if they were not allowed to see their 

friends and 'vakil 1 •
3 

By a D.O.No.46-R, the Chief 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District Magis
trate, Mainpuri, dated July 4, 1919, Vol.13,p.267. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Letter from District Magistrate, Mainpuri to 
S.P.O'Donnell, dated January 8, 1919, p.349. 

JEid., Letter to S.P. O'Donnell from Rai Radha 
Raman Bahadur, District_Magistrate, Mainpuri, 
dated January 9, 1919, p.355. 

..-' 
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Secretary, gran ted permission for such interviews. 1 

Besides the application for bail being refused, several 

remand orders were passed without the accused being called 

. t 2 up 1n cour • 

It is apalling to note that the men in Jail were 

required to take their food and relieve nature in the same 

dishl
3 According to Karhori Lal, Mr.Mukherji had given 

instructions at the Mainpuri Jail to inflict as many hard-

ships on the boys as possibleo Young Raja Ram was even 

beaten, but confessed nothing. 4 

Another point to be noted regarding the high-

ha.nded policies of the British Government is that in spite 

of the fact that no evidence whatsoever was obtained about 

Makundi's participation the Mainpuri Conspiracy, Judge 

Kisch sentenced him to rigorous imprisonment for three 

1 • 

2. 

3. ( i) 

(ii) 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
D.O.No.46-R, dated January 9, 1919, p.353. 

Ibid., Serial No.1/23, Report by Rai Radha Raman 
Bahadur, District Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated 
March 1, 1919, p.3. 

The Independent, dated July B, 1919, Vol.11, 
No.128, p.3. 

Maher, Bhagwan Das (Ed.) Kakori Shahid Smriti, 
p.65. 

Personal interview with Karhori Lal. 

.-
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years because 'he appeared to be a general bad character'. 

That even in the face of all hard-ship not one 

of the men, in spite of their young age, broke down, shows 

a remarkable strength of character in them. They were 

true patriots. 

No doubt the Mainpuri Conspiracy gave a rude 

shock to the British authorities who were complacent in 

their belief that the spirit of revolution had not 

permeated among the native population of the United Provin

ces. Mainpuri, a town which had been politically quiet 

after the Revolt of 1857, saw the birth of revolutionary 

efforts made by the people of United Provinces, which culmi

nated in the formation of a Secret Revolutionary Society 

named the •Matravedi Sanstha 1 • This Revolutionary society, 

we have seen, became responsible for various militant 

activities not only in Mainpuri but all over the United 

Provinces under the able leadership of Genda lal Dixit. 

Genda Lal Dixit, the renowned leader of the 

'Matravedi Sanstha' grew into a young man greatly 

influenced by the revolutionary storm that was blowing all 

over the country. The partition of Bengal and the conse

quent Swadeshi agitation had inspired him with a fiery 

patriotism. Tilak and his writings further inspired him 

to do something constructive in order to redeem his 
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motherland from her miserable plight. Consequently, 

influenced by the Shivaji festivals organised by Tilak in 

Maharashtra, Genda lal had formed 'Shivaji Samitis', whose 

main purpose was to create an awareness amongst the youth 

and inculcate feelings of love and worship for their 

country. He aspired, in fact, to oust the alien power with 

the help of a revolution. He felt that through those 

samitis it would be possible to shape the future of the 

country by producing a self respecting and enlightened 

young men who wanted to be free from foreign subjugation. 1 

But at the same time he was anxious to do some active 

revolutionary work of the kind that was being done in 

Bengal. It is believed that he first turned to the educated 

mass of the society of the United Provinces in order to 

enlist their assistance in the revolutionary work. However, 

he failed to move them, hence he turned his attention to a 

less respectable clan of people, commonly known as dacoits, 

who he felt that with their resources, arms and ammunition 

would be able to help him in his task of freeing his 

motherland. This explains his contacts with Baba 

Lakshmananand alias 'Brahmachari' a notorious dacoit of the 

Gwalior State. It was in 1916 that Genda lal Dixit seems 

to have made contact with the 'Matravedi Sanstha', the 

1 • Prabha, Hindi Monthly Magazine, dated September 1, 
1929, p.186. 
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members of which readily accepted him as their leader. 

It was even charged during the trial of the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, that Swami Satyadev Ji, the well 

known agitator, who was a prominent figure among Indian 

revolutionaries in America some years back, was at the back 

of this organisation. The association of a man like 

satya Dev with youths who were being taught to devote 

their lives to the service of their country could not but 

arouse misgivings in the minds of the British. However,no 

definite proof was obtained to regarding this association. 1 

The Sessions Judge, B.S.Kisch, while giving his 

judgment in the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case declared; "Thera 

can be no doubt that this was a dangerous conspiracy, 

which if not checked in its early stages might have led to 

grave consequences." As a matter of fact, the Mainpuri 

Conspiracy was better organised than the British officials 

had ever imagined. Extreme care had been devoted to the 

organisation of the Secret Society. It had local leaders 

for some districts and towns and one leader for the whole 

1. ( i) 

(ii) 

The Independent, friday, Ju.i.y 11, 1919, Vol.III, 
No.131. p.3. 

Home Political Proceedings, November 1917, 
Nos.4;3-45, Week.).y Report of the Director, 
Criminal Intelligence, dated October 6, 1917, 
p.7. 
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United Provinces, rules, objects, literature and vows. The 

most noticeable features of the vow which was administered 

at the time of initiation, were the pledge about rescuing 

the motherland from the clutches of the foreigners and the 

authority given to the society to condemn its recalcitrant 

members to death. These young men justified their deeds 

by saying that the Government had driven them to secret 

methods by its policy of repression and suppression of 

agitation. They said that they looted only 'bad' men and 

spent the proceeds on patriotic objects and that they 

risked their lives in the service of their country. We 

have seen how the revolutionary activities of the society 

were organised under four branches namely, Military, 

literary, Espionage and Industrial. 

In pursuance of the military activities, the 

members of the society successfully committed two 

dacoities, one at Nagla Jasrath in the Mainpuri district 

and the other at Pareli in the Hardoi district, and two 

robberies. They also made some other abortive plans of 

dacoity including an attack on a government treasury. They 

experimented with explosives and had managed to collect a 

considerable quantity of arms and ammunition, some of which 

C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police on Special Duty in 

the C.I.D.admitted that he had never seen before. 
~; 

It was clear in respect to the dacoities commtt~ 
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by the members that they were the work, not of the ordinary 

type of illiterate and professional thieves and dacoits, 

but of educated young men who worked on more refined lines, 

carried a better class of arms and ammunition, wore false 

moustaches and used whistles for signalling. On close 

examination it appeared clearly that the dacoities were 

the handiwork of more or less inexperienced men who carried 

things with them which illiterate criminals of the ordinary 

type would never take with them. For instance, in the 

~Jagla Jasrath dacoity, the hill wood stick (belonging to 

Madho Ram), and the Mordabad made bucket which were left 

on the scene indicated that some 'genteel' deceits ha:l 

taken part in the affair. 

Regarding the literary activities, the Society 

laid great stress on it. In fact the literary propaganda 

formed a major part of its revolutionary campaign. The 

members wrote, printed and published the highly seditious 

book 'America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili' of which they sold 

more than 200 copies. No doubt this book must have 

succeeded in arousing the patriotic sentiments of many, 

before it was finally proscribed by the British Government. 

Even then the members continued to sell it. Another impor

tant accomplishment in the field of literary activities 

was the printing and pasting up of the leaflet, entitled 

I Swadesh-abhimaniyon Ko sandesh I, almost simultaneously in 
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a large number of districts of the United Provinces. As a 

matter of fact, some idea of the organisation and wide

spread ramifications of the society might be framed from 

the fact that within two days copies of the leaflets were 

pasted up nearly all over the Province. The goal set up 

before it by the 'Gupta Sanstha 1 as it appeared from the 

leaflet was not the goal of 1 Swaraj 1 or self government 

within the Empire, but the goal was one of absolute 

independence. The ideal "India for the Indians" was to be 

brought about not by constitutional means but by force of 

arms, violence and the assassination of all Englishmen. 

Further, the members composed many ~atriotic 

songs and poems and circulated them among the students as 

well as other members of society. The various compositions 

reveal the intense hatred they felt for the British rule, 

which they regarded as being chiefly responsible for the 

country's miseries, and their firm resolve to turn th~ 

British out of India. The book of Poems maintained by the 

Society contained a collection of poems W"lich were of a 

violently revolutionary, anti-British and seditious in 

character. In the poems repeated mention was made of the 

misery of servitude and dependence was deplored. Also 

included was a thrilling poem on indentured labour taken 

from the book "Coolie Pratha", which shows that this was 

another aspect of the British Rule they abhorred. All the 
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poems expressed an intense desire to expel the British from 

India by any means. The importance of patriotic poems and 

songs has been most effectively outlined by savarkar in 

the following words: 

"To instil into every heart the one supreme 

desire for independence and rouse the 

people into action there could be no more 

effective weapon than poetry. Hence the 

great part that national songs play in all 

revolutions." 1 

The object of the Society was not exclusively the 

collection of arms in order to raise a rebellion or the 

dissemination of revolutionary ideas, through literature, 

but also the encouragement of 'Swadeshi' which was 

necessary in order to save the native cottage industries 

from dying under the onslaught of British industries, thus 

preventing the economic exploitation of the Indians. Tliey 

had made a beginning by setting up a handloom in "Prem 

Vidyalaya" in Shahjahanpur. However, nothing substantial 

had been achieved in this direction when the conspiracy was 

disclosed. As regards the object of the society with 

respect to enlisting in the regular army and winning the 

1 • savarkar, War of Independence, Vol.1, p.6. 



·~ 

423 

Indian soldiers over to tbeir cause, there is no evidence 

to prove that it was attempted. Perhaps it would have 

been done ultimately as it was definitely included in the 

p rag ramme. In the meantime, the Society had managed tti 

arrangefor 500 men and 200 'cevalry' and had collected a 

1 
sum of Rs.80,000/-. 

Though the conspiracy was discovered in its early 

stages, thus having no chance of realising its ultimate 

object of stirring up a revolution to oust the British from 

India, it may nevertheless be considered a success to some 

extent, because it not only planned but also executed 

dacoities and collected a large sum of money, not to mention 

the most modern arms and ammunitions. The members made long 

journeys at the Society's expense and carried their props-

ganda to some well known institutions of the United 

Provine es. Perhaps the greatest success of the conspiracy 

lies in the fact that it achieved the important objective 

of spreading the message of revolutionary patriotism and 

inspiring the young men of the United Provinces to join the 

revolutionary movement. And it can claim to have given 

birth to a great patriot and martyr, Ashfaq Ullah Khan, who 

became a revolutionary as a result of the inspiration drawn 

1 • Personal Interview with Karhori Lal. 
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from the daring deeds of the young men of the Mainpuri 

Conspiracy, in particular Ram Prasad. 1 

An idea of the Secret Society's efficient&. 

successful organisation may also be got by the fact that it 

worked effectively and secretly for four years, spreading 

its influence practically all over the United Provinces 

and even beyond, without the British Government discover-

ing it, in spite of the investigations it_conducted follow-

ing the various acts of the society. In fact, the members 

seem to have been so true to their vows of secrecy that no 

one had suspected that guch an organisation existed in the 

United Provinces, not tlntil it was revealed following its 

betrayal by Dalpat Singh. As an Indian correspondent 

reported to the British Intelligence on the subject," When 

I first heard about this case in the papers, my impression 

was that it was the work of a police official, or some 

petty affair magnified by the name of conspiracy. But as 

further accounts appeared daily my interest increased, and 

I felt that it was a genuine case. Now I have learnt that 

what has so far appeared is nothing compared with the 

reality." 2 The reality was a widespread conspiracy 

1. Chaturvedi, Banarsidas (Ed.), Amar Shahid 
Ashfag-Ullah. Khan, pp.43-48. 

2. Home Political Pro~edings, August 1918, nos.315-
319. Weekly Report of Director, Central Intelli
gence, d at ed July 1 7 , 1 91 9, p. 1 2. 
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rampant among a large number of students and teachers of 

several United Provinces districts. 

The Mainpuri Case explained the distrust which 

the younger generation seemed to feel for the elderly 

leaders as the latter could not hold the revolutionary and 

terrorist doctrines prevalent in the student community. 

The conspiracy also unmistakably revealed the 

extent of the influence of the Arya Samaj on Indian 

Nationalism. The Arya samaj founded by Swami Dayanand 

Saraswati had the largest following in the Punjab and 

United Provinces. The members of the 'Matravedi 5anstha 9 

were nearly all Arya Samajists, thus showing that the 

message and mission of Arya Samaj to further the cause of 

Indian Nationalism, had spread and percolated among a 

large section of society, thereby making the national move-

ment more broad based. Subhash Chandra Bose has rightly 

pointed out that although the Arya samaj had no apparent 

"political mission, nevertheless whoever came under their 

influence, 1 rapidly developed a sense of self respect 11 , a 

prerequisite in creating a patriotic and nationalistic 

generation of people. 

1 0 

Thus, we see that the Revolutionary Society had 

Bose, S.C., The Indian Struggle, Part III,pp.35-
3 6. 
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its root in the student and the teaching community. Though 

revolutionary conspiracy ~mong the student class was by no 

means peculiar to Bengal, but in all cases which had come 

to light uptill then in other Provinces, there had been a 

direct connection with Bengal and in nearly every case the 

organiser and most active members had been Bengalis. The 

interest of the Mainpuri Conspiracy lies in the fact that 

no Bengal connection was discovered. As such it was a 

spontaneous effort on the part of the youth of the United 

Provinces. The Benaras Conspiracy was the first revolu-

tionary conspiracy in the United Provinces, and it was the 

work of emissaries from Bengal as well as domiciled 

Bengalis. But after this case, the United Provinces out

grew the necessity of stimulus from Bengal, as is apparent 

from the Mainpuri Conspiracy. 

However, it cannot be denied that the Mainpuri 

Conspiracy had been organised on lines similar to those of 

the Bengal Conspirators. We find the similarity in the 

concept of political dacoities and literary propaganda and 

also in the practice of taking a vow at the time of initia

tion, by the members. The members of the Society were keen 

to extend the influence of their organisation by making 

contact with some Bengali Revolutionary Society and working 

in co-operation with it. Like the Bengal Societies, the 

'Matravedi sanstha 1 also depended on the revolutionary 
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literature to educate and inspire its members. This 

literature consisted of books like 'Anandmath' by Bankim 

Chandra, The 'Bhag vad Gita', 'Home Rule in India' by 

Mrs. Annie Besant, 'Bharatvarsha Ki Dasha Aur Hamara 
-· 

Kartab', 'The Trial of Tilak', 'Collie Pratha', (Swadeshi 

Abdola n Aur Boycott', ',Gui sepp e Ma zzini' , etc. a rrl also 

books written by Swami satyadeo. The new members of the 

Society were given these books to read and ~igest in order 

to get an idea of what was required in the country. 

The Director, Criminal Int ell ig enc e observed after 

the conclusion of the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case that "An 

organisation so widespread was hardly to be crushed by a 

single trial like that which has just successfully 

terminated 11 •
1 

Regarding this observation, it may be 

stated that though this particular organisation .did not 

reconstruct itself, some of its members continued to be 

actively involved in revolutionary activities. Following a 

riot in February 1922 at Bareilly in connection with the 

non-cooperation movement and in which the Police had fired 

on the mob, remnants of the Mainpuri Conspiracy made three 

separate attacks (in the month of June) on three police 

1 • Home Political Proceedings, October 1919, nos. 
360-3 63. Weekly Report of the Director, Central 
Intelligence, dated October 13, 1919, p.12. 
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constables on point duty. All three were shot at close 

range and in one case the injury proved fatal. 1 The 

leader Genda Lal Dixit who applied his entire energy in 

organising the activities of the secret society was not 

destined to work any more for his country owing to his 

death. But Ram Prasad, the Shahjahanpur leader continued 

to actively conduct the revolutionary work in the United 

Provinces and popularly came to be known as Ram Prasad 

'Bismil'. He was hanged for his participation in the 

Kakori train dacoity. In the same case Makundi was 

sentenced to transportation. 

:Owing to the fact that revolutionary conspire-

cies were required to work underground they naturally 

became susceptible to the danger of betrayal and consequent 

absolute suppression by the British authorities. Thus the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy failed owing to betrayal by one of its 

own members, which has been the unfortunate fate of many 

other similar conspiracies in India. 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Though ell Revolutionary Conspiracies in India 

Police File No,1504. Memoranda on Terrorist and 
pther subversive movements and organisations, 
pp.364, 387. 

Home Political Proceedings, no.18. Demi official 
lette~ No.1376,_ dated July 4, 1922, from the 
Chief Secretary to the Government of the United 
Provinces to Mr.S.P.O'Donnell C.I.E.,I.C.S., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home 
D epa rt men t , p • 4 0 • 
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failed in achieving the immediate expulsion of the British, 

there can be no doubt that even in their failure they made 

a significant contribution and constituted an important 

stage in the resolute and long drawn struggle against 

colonial oppression. The most important inquiry made by 

the Special Branch of the Criminal Investigation Department 

in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh for the years 

191 B-1920 was in connection with the Mainpuri Conspiracy 

Case. 
1 

And with the conclusion of the case the British 

Government was successful in suppressing yet another 

revolutionary organisation in India, but not before the 

message of independence and •revolution' had permeated 

well and truly among the masses. 

The special importance and achievement of the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy lies in the fact that it marked the 

beginning of the involvement and participation of the 

people of United Provinces in the National Liberation 

Movement. It provided the much needed shot in the arm to 

the sleeping population of the United Provinces. It 

succeeded in giving impetus to the growth of national 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Report on the Administration of the United 
Provinces of Agra and Oudh 1918-1919, p.17. 

J.lli., 1919-1920, p.1B. 
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consciousness and patriotism in the United Provinces. Also, 

it boosted noticeably people's urge to henceforth partici

pate actively in the struggle for India's freedom. 
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in the Court of Session, Mainpuri Division, Trial No.30 of 

1919, dated September 1, 1919. 

Sentence passed on Raja Ram by Sessions Judge, B. S.Kisch 

in the Court of Session, Mainpuri Division, Trial No.30 of 

1919, dated September 1,1919. 

Sentence passed on Shea Charan lal by Sessions Judge, B.S. 

Kisch in the Court of Session, MainpuriDivision, Trial 

No. 30 of 1 919, dated September 1 , 191 9. 
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Sentence passed on Sidh Gopal by Sessions Judge, B. S.Kisch 

in the Court of Session, Mainpuri Division, Trial No.30 of 

191 9, dated September 1, 191 9. 

Mainpuri Conseiracy Case, Vernacular list of Exhibits, 

Part 1 1 II and III, Volume a. 

A p ieee of writing in Hindi headed "The Origin of the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy",Exhibit No.382/6, Part III. 

Form of oath signed by members of the society, Exhibit No.4 

Letter signed 1 Ramesh Chandra Datt•, Exhibit No.9, Part I. 

Letter to Raj Bahadur from Sheo Krishna signed 'Mahendra•, 

Exhibit No.44, Part I. 

Letter written by Deb Narain, dated January 4, 1917, Exhi-

bit No.150, Part II. 

Letter written by Het Ram to Ram Narain, Exhibit No.77, 

Part I. 

Letter written to Dalpat Singh, signed 'Mahesh', Exhibit 

No.1 0, Part I • 

Paper of accounts recovered from Ram Prasad's house, 

Exhibit No.147, Part III. 

Poem in Hindi, Exhibit No.56, Part I. 

Poem in Urdu, Exhibit No.249, Part II. 

Postcard written by Mathura Prasad, Exhibit No.170, Part II. 
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Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Exhibits File, Volu~. 

Letter written by Gopi Nath, dated November 12, 1917, 

Exhibit No. LL. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 

Letter to C.M.King, Legal Remembrancer, United Provinces, 

from Jagat Narain, Public Prosecutor, dated August 4, 1919. 

Somdeo 1 s account book, Exhibit No.122. 

HOME POLITICAL PROCEEDINGS 

Home Political Proceedings, April 1919, nos.148-152.Weekly 

Report of the Director, Central Intelligence, dated March 

10, 1919. 

Home Political Proceedings, April 1919, no.35, Diary of 

Events- 1918. 

Home Political Proceedings, August 1918, nos.315-319.Weekly 

Report of Director, Central Intelligence, dated July 17, 

1 91 9. 

Home Political Proceedings, August 1909, no.21, Report by 

Mr.H.L.Salkeld, I.C.s. regarding the proceedings of the 

Anushilan Samiti in Dacca. 

Home Political Proceedings, August 1907, no.4. Report on 

the political situation in the United Provinces. 
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Home Political Proceedings, February 1918, no.31. Note on 

serious disturbances and political trouble in India from 

1907-1917. 

Home Political Proceedings, January 1919, nos.160-163. 

Weekly Report of the Director, Central Intelligence, dated 

January 11, 1919. 

Home Political Proceedings, January 191 9, nos. 93-95. Weekly 

Report of the Director, Central Intelligence, dated 

December 21, 191 B. 

Home Political Proceedings, nos.39-177. Daily Report of 

the Director, Criminal Intelligence, June 3, 1907. 

Home Political Proceedings, nos.18. Reports on the politi-

cal situation in India during the month of June, 1922. 

Home Political Proceedings, November 1917, nos.43-45. Weekly 

Report of the Director, Criminal Intelligence, dated 

October 6, 1917. 

Home Political Proceedings, October 1919, nos.360-363. 

Weekly Report of the Director, Criminal Intelligence, dated 

October13, 1919. 

REPORTS 

Police file No.1504. Memoranda on Terrorist and other 

subversive movements and organisations. A note on 

Terrorism in India (excluding Benga~) by H.Williamson, 
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Director, Intelligence Bureau, Home Department, Government 

o f I n d i a , d at ed A u g u s t 1 9 , 1 9 3 3 • 

Report on the Administration of the United Provinces of 

Agra and Oudh, 1918-1 919. 

Report on the Administration of the United Provinces of 

Agra and Oudh- 1919-1920. 

Sedition Committee Report- 1918. From the Hon'ble 

l"lro Justice S.A.T. Rowlatt, President, Sedition Committee, 

To the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depart-

ment, dated April 15, 191 B. 

Terrorism in India, 1917-1936. Confidential Report 

compiled in the Intelligence Bureau, Home Department, 

Government of India. 

JUDGMENTS 

Benaras Conspiracy Case - Judgmento 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Caseo Printed Judgment, Volume 11. 

PERSONAL INTERVIEWS 

Mainpu~.J.. 

Personal interview with Karhori Lal of Bewar,A Member of 

the Matravedi Sanstha and one of the accused in the Mainpuri 

Conspiracy Case, dated December 28, 1983. 
\ 
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MAINPURI CONSPIRACY CASE, POLICE FILE NO. 113. 

Copy of a demi-official letter from C.E.W.sands, Superin

tendent of Police on Special Duty, C. I.D., to the Han' ble 

Mr.L.M.Kaye, Inspector Gener~ of Police, U.P., dated 

April 4 , 1 91 9. 

Copy of a demi-official letter from the Superintendent of 

Police, Agra, to the Assistant to Deputy Inspector General 

of Police, C.I.D., U.P. S.B., dated December 19, 1918. 

Copy of a demi-official letter from Superintendent of 

Police, Mainpuri, to the Deputy Inspector General of Police, 

Range 1, dated December 3, 1918. 

Copy of a demi-official letter from the Superintendent of 

Police, r"'ainpuri to the Deputy Inspector General of Police, 

Range 1, dated March 6, 1919. 

Copy of a demi-official letter No.28, from Rai Radha Raman 

Bahadur, District Magistrate, Mainpuri, to the Commissioner, 

Agra Division, dated December 2, 1918. 

Copy of a demi-official letter No.29, from Rai Radha Raman 

Bahadur, District Magistrate, Mainpuri, to the Commissioner, 

Agra Division, dated December 6, 1918. 

Copy of a telegram to the Chief Secretary to Government, 

U.P., from Mr. Sands,dated July 21,1919. 

Copy of a telegram to the Chief Secretary to Government, 
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U. P. from Mr. sands, dated July 22, 191 9. 

D.O.No.46-R, dated January 9, 1919. 
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D.O.No.3610/62-3 to Colonel Mactaggart from E.J.O'Meara, 

dated December 5, 191 B. 

Demi-official letter No.0-208 to Hon'ble Mr.A.C.Chatterji, 

I.c.s., Chief Secretary of Government of U.P., from 

Inspector General of Police, United Provinces, Mr.L.M.Kaye, 

dated April 21 , 1 91 9. 

Demi-official letter No.0-470 (D.D.R.No.270-P) to Hon 1 ble 

Mr.Keanes, .I.e. s., Chief Secretary to Gw ernment of U.P. 

from Inspector General of Police, U.P., L.M.Kaye, dated 

November 29, 1919. 

Demi-official letter No.1326-F to Mr.L.M. Kaye, Inspector 

General of Police, U.P., from Mr. Keanes, Chief Secretary 

to Government of U.P., dated December 15, 1919. 

Express telegram No.233-F to Home Department, Delhi, from 

Assistant to Chief Secretary to Government of U. P., dated 

March 11, 1919. 

Express telegram to sands from Assistant to Chief Secretary 

to Government of U.P., dated March 9, 1919. 

Extract from a letter from M.C.Tweedie, Esq., Deputy 

Inspector General of Police, Range 1, dated December 3,1918. 

Letter No.19B-F, to the Secretary to the Government of India, 
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Home Department from Assistant to the Chief Secretary to 

Government of U.P., dated March 5, 1919. 

Letter to Ashdown from C.E.W.Sands, dated July 6, 1919. 

Letter to Biggane from Sands, dated June 15, 1919. 

Letter to Chief Secretary from Mr.Biggane, dated May 15, 

1 91 9. 

letter to Chief Secretary from Mr.Biggane, Assistant to 

Deputy Inspector General of Police, C.I.D., U.P., dated 

December 3, 1918. 

Letter to Chief Secretary from Sands, dated July 16, 1919. 

Letter to Deputy Inspector General of Police from Biggane, 

dated December 7, 1918. 

Letter to Hon 1 ble Colonel C.Mactaggart, C.I.E., M.A.,B.B., 

I~M.S., Inspector General of Civil Hospitals, United 

Provinces, lucknow, from lieutenant Colonel, E.J. o•Meara, 

f.R.c.s., I.M.s., Principal, Medical School, Agra, dated 

January 13, 1919. 

letter to Mr.O'Donnell from C.Sands, dated March 14, 1919. 

Letter to Mr.S.P.o•Donnell from District Magistrate, 

Mainpuri, dated January B, 1919. 

letter to Mr.S.P.0 1 Donnel from District Magistrate, 

Mainpuri, dated January 9, 1919. 
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list of Arrests. 

Mr. Sands' note on the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, dated 

february 19, 1919. 

Notes and orders, dated March 22, 1919. 

Note!i and orders, dated December B, 191 B. 

Note by C. sands, Superintendent pf Police on Special Duty, 

C. I. D. , dated May 1 5, 1 91 9. 

Note by Mr.Kaye, Inspector General of Police, United 

Provinces, dated November 27, 1919. 

Note on the proscribed book "America Ko Swadhinta Kaise 

·Mili II 0 

ORDER - forwarded by Mr.L,M,Kaye, Inspector General of 

Police, Range1, dated March 6,1919. 

Report by C,Sands, Superintendent of Police on Special 

Duty in the c. I .D., dated March 2, 1919. 

Report by c. Sands, Superintendent of Police on Special Duty 

in the c.I.D~, dated January 3, 1919. 

Telegram to the Chief Secretary, Government of India, U.P., 

Mr. A. C. Chatterj i, from the District Magistrate, Mainpuri. 

Translation of the Hindi printed leaflet. 

MAINPURI CONSPIRACY CASE, POLICE FILE N0,113, SERIAL No.1/23 

Report by Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District Magistrate, 
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Mainpuri, dated March 1, 1 91 9. 

Report sent to the Secretary to the Government of India, 

Home Department. 

MAINPURI CONSPIRACY CASL.._§ESSIONS RECORD, VOLUME 1. 

Calendar of persons committed by Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 

District Magistrate, Mainpuri, to take their trial before 

the Sessions Court of Mainpuri in the year 1919. 

~INPURI CONSPIRACY CASE, PAPERS fiLED BY INVESTIGATING 

AUTHORITIES- VOLUME 2. 

Notification dated february 2 0 1911 P proscribing 

the book I swadeshi Andolan Aur Boycott 9 • 

Notification No.7005, dated October 3, 1918, proscribing 

the book 'America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili 1 • 

Complaint filed by Co Eo ltJ. sands, Superintendent of Police 

on Special Duty, C.I.Do, U.P., dated January 3, 1919, 

Exhibit No.388. 

Complaint filed by C.E.W. sands, Superintendent of Pol:ic e 

on Special Duty, C.I.D., U.P., dated March 13, 1919, 

Exhibit No.1. 

Complaint filed by C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police 

on Special Duty, C.I.D., U.P., dated March 28, 1919, 

Exhibit No.5. 

j. 
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sanction obtained by C.E.W. sands, from S.P.O•Donnell, 

Chief Secretary to Government of U.P., dated January 5, 

1919, Exhibit No.3B9. 

Sanction obtained by C.E.W.5ands from s.P.OtOonnell, Chief 

Secretary to Government of U.P., dated March 12, 1919, 

Exhibit No.2. 

Sanction obtained by C. E. W. sands from s.P.O!l]lonnel, Chief 

Secretary to Government ofU.P., dated March 25,1919, 

Exhibit No.6. 

MAINPURI CONSPIRACY CASE- PROCEEDINGS IN THE COURT Of_ltl! 

DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, MAINPURI, 

VOLUME 3. 

Order of Committment, dated May 16, 1919. 

MAINPURI CONSPIRACY CASE, VOLUME 6. 

Application of C.E.W.Sands, Superintendent of Police on 

~ecial Duty, C.I.D., U.P., to the District Magistrate, 

Mainpuri, dated March 10, 1 91 9. 

Review on the manuscript book, Exhibit No.45. 

MAINPURI CONSPIRACY CASE- SESSIONS COURT RECORDS,VOLUME 7. 

Appellate - In the High Court of Judicature at Allahabad, 

dated february 14,1920. 
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Appellate- In the High Court of Judicature at Allahabad, 

dated March 13, 1920. 

Appellate-in the High Court of Judicature at Allahabad, 

d a t ed M a y 1 4 , 1 9 71 • 

Copy of G.O.No.673/VI-1461, dated February 5, 1920, 

addressed to the Inspector General of Prisons, U.P. 

Copy of G.O. 8377C/ dated December 3, 1930, Judicial 

(Criminal) Department to the Commissioner, Agra Division. 

Copy or letter No.3957/VI-1032, dated October 29, 1930, 

Judicial (Criminal) Department, to the Commissioner, Agra 

Division. 

Revision of Sentence Sheet., 

1i8.INPURI CONSPIRACY CASE:. VERNACULAR LIST OF EXHIBITS

PART I, II &. III - Vp_L~_§. 

Hindi Printed Leaflet entitled 'Swadesh -abhimaniyon Ko 

Sande sh 1 , Exhibit N o.11 , Part I. 

Printed copy of 'Swadeshi Vrat•, Exhibit No.117, Part II. 

MAINPURI CONSPIRACY CASE, SESSIONS RE£.QB.!! - VOLUME 12. 

Statement of Dalpat Singh, approver, dated June 4,5,6,7,9, 

1 91 9. 

statement of Somdeo, approver, dated June 12,13,16,17,1919. 
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MAINPURI CONSPIRACY CASE, SESSION . .5 RECORD, VOLUME ll• 

Memorandum of Examination (under Section 364 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure 1898) made on July 10, 1919, of 

Chandradhar accused. 

Memorandum of Examination (under Section 364 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure 1898) made on July 9, 1919, of Dammi Lal 

accusedo 

Memorandum of Examination (under Section 364 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure 1898) made on July 11, 1919, of Fateh 

Singh accused. 

Memorandum of Examination (under Section 364 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure 1898) made on July 9, 1919 of Gopi Nath 

accused. 

Memorandum of Examination (under Section 364 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure 1898) made on July 11,1919, of Kali 

Charan accused. 

Memorandum of Examination (under Section 364 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure, 1898) made on July 9,1919 of Karhori 

Lal ace used. 

Memorandum of Examination (under Section 364 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure 1898) made on July 11,1919 of Makundi 

accused. 

Memorandum of Examination (under Section 364 of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure 1898) made on July 9, 1919 of Prabhakar 

ace used. 
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Statement of B. Shyam Sundar Lal, Vakil, dated July 4, 191 9. 

Statement of Budhu Ram, gomashta of Sanehi Ram Johar Mal, 

grain dealers and Hundi discounters, dated June 26, 1 91 9. 

Statement of C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police on 

Special Duty, C.I.D., U.P., dated July 5, a, 1919. 

Statement of Chandan Lal, Constable, Mainpuri Police, 

d at ed J un e 2 a , 1 91 9 • 

Statement of Chote, Bhatiara, Inn Keeper of Shahabad, dated 

June 24, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Chotey Lal, dated June 25, 1919. 

Statement of Chuttan Lal, Tehsildar of Auraiya, dated 

June 26, 191 9. 

Statement of Debi Charan, contractor of ShehjahanpurP dated 

June 19, 1919. 

Statement of Dr. Shyam Shanker Shukul of Agra, dated June 12, 

1 91 9. 

Statement of Durga Prasad, Mukhtar- am of Thakur Prithi 

Singh of Tindaul i, dated July 4, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Ganesh Prasad, Printer, dated June 20, 1919. 

Statement of Ganga sahai of Bewar, dated July 1 7, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Gaya Prasad of Farrukhabad, dated July 17, 19f 9. 

Statement of Gomti Prasad of Alipur Khera, dated July 12,1919. 
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Statement of Gulab Singh, Constable, Agra Police, dated 

July 3, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Gulzar, camel-cart driver, dated June 18, 1919. 

Statement of Himmat Lal, Superintendent of the Tyler 

Weaving School, Shahjahanpur, dated June 19, 1919. 

Statement of Irtiza Husain, Sub-Inspector, dated June 10, 

11 t 1 91 9. 

Statement of Jagannath, Inspector, C.I.D., dated June 28, 

July 1, 1919. 

Statement of Janki Prasad, Jeweller, dated June 26, 1919. 

Statement of Kallu, ekka driver, dated July 2, 1919. 

Statement of Kalyan Mal, Head Master, Tindauli Upper 

Primary School, dated June 25, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Karim-uddin, Octroi-peon of Agra, dated June 

21, 1919. 

Statement of Khan Bahadur, s. Kazim Husain, City Inspector, 

Agra, dated June 26, 1919. 

Statement of Kanhaya Lal, dated July 15, 191 9. 

Statement of K.P. Ganguli, Head Master, Mission High 

School, Mainpuri, dated July 4, 1919. 

Statement of Lachman Singh, Zamindar of village Kurhi, 

d at ed J u 1 y 1 6 , 1 91 9 • 
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Statement of Lachmi Narain of Auraiya, dated July 15, 1919. 

Statement of Lakshmi Pati Misra, dated July 16, 1919. 

Statement of Lalta Prasad, Zamindar of Kurahar, dated 

June 25, 191 9. 

Statement of M.Abdul Majid, dated June 12, 1919. 

Statement of Maharaj Singh, Mukhtiyar of Shahjahanpur and 

Secretary for the Prem Vidyalaya, dated June 19, 1919. 

Statement of Mani Lal of Auraiya, dated July 15, 1919. 

Statement of Mannu Lal, Jeweller, dated June 26, 1919. 

Statement of Matadin Til.'llari, student at the Reid Christian 

College, Lucknow, dated June 20, 1919. 

Statement of M.Islam Nabi Khan, Deputy Magistrate, Mainpuri, 

dated June 7, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Mohammad Bashir Siddiqui, Deputy Collector, 

Mainpuri, dated July 2, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Musammat Gomti, dated June 24, 1919. 

Statement of Musammat Rup Kuar, dated June 24, 1919. 

Statement of Musammat Zahuran, dated June 23, 1919. 

Statement of Nand Ram, cultivator of Nagla Jasrath, dated 

June 2 5 , 1 91 9. 

Statement of Nanhu, ekka driver, dated June 25, 1919. 
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Statement of Niaz Ali, dated June 18, 1 919. 

Statement of Pahlad Das, Trader of Auraiya, dated June 25, 

1 91 9. 

Statement of Pandi t Bhik ari Das, dated July 12, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Paras Ram Misra, Zamindar of District Mainpuri, 

dated July 1 6, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Prabhu Dayal, dated June 21, 23, 191 9. 

Statement of Puran 'Darzi', dated July 16, 1919. 

Statement of Puttu Lal, Zamindar of Pareli, dated June 24, 

1 91 9 .. 

Statement of Qurban Ali, ekka driver, dated June 20, 1919 .. 

Statement of Radha Krishna, dated July 14, 1 919. 

Statement of Rahim, Chowkidar of Nagla Jasrath, dated 

J u n e 2 4 , 1 91 9 • 

Statement of Rai Man Singh Bahadur, Superintendent of Police, 

Mainp uri, dated June 21 , -~ 91 9. 

Statement of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District Magistrate, 

Mainp uri, dated July 3, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Raj Narain, Sub-Inspector, Agra, dated June 

26, 1919. 

Statement of Ram Chandra, Secretary of D.A.V. School, 

Auraiya, dated June 25, 1919. 

Statement of Ram Charan, Mukhtar-am of Rup Kuar, dated 
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June 24 , 1 91 9 • 

Statement of Ram Sewak, Sub-Inspector, dated June 24, 1919. 

Statement of Rufus Shea Charan, Head Master, Mission High 

School, Shahjahanpur, dated June 19, 1919. 

Statement of salamat Ullah Khan, Octroi-muh ar rir, Shah jahan

pur, dated June 18, 1919. 

Statement of Sat Narain, Inspector, C.I.D., dated June 26, 

1 91 9. 

Statement of Sita Ram, dated July 17, 1919. 

Statement of Sri Pado, dated June 19, 1919. 

Statement of Tara Shankar, cultivator of Kurhi, dated 

July 1 6 f 1 91 9. 

Statement of Thakuri, Mahajan, dated June 25, 1919. 

Statement of Ulfat Rai, Mukhtar and Zamindar of Etah, 

d at ed J u 1 y. 1 5 , 1 91 9 • 

Statement of Umar Daraz Khan, Sub-Inspector, Auraiya, 

dated June 26, 1919. 

Statement of Wahid-ullah, cultivator of Shahjahanpur, 

dated June 1 8, 1 91 9. 

Statement of Zorawarr. Singh, Sub-Inspector, dated June 24, 

1 91 9. 

MAINPURI CONSPIRACY CA~, EXHIBIT NO. 123. 

'America Ki Swatantrata Ka Itihas• by Babu Harivansha Sahai. 
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The Imperial Gazetteer of India, Volume VI.- 1881 

Tripathi, Amales, The Extremist Challenge. - 19 6 7 

NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINES 

1 Abhudaya' Weekly newspaper, dated February 22, 1919, 

Part 13, no.B. 

'Prabha' Hindi monthly magazine, Kanpur, dated September 1, 

1924. Edited by Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi and S.K.D. 

Paliwal. 

Selections from newspapers published in United Provinces 

for the week ending April·_) 12,1919, no.15 of 1919. The 

1 Pratap' (Kanpur) of March 30, 1919. 

Selections from newspapers publish e:l in United Provinces 

for the week ending February 1, 1919, no.5 of 1919. The 

1 Abhyudaya' (Allahabad) of January 25, 1919. 

Selections from newspapers published in United Provi11ces 

for the week ending February B, 1919, no.6 of 1919. The 

'Bharat Bandhu' {Hathras) of February 4, 1919. 

Selections from newspapers published in United Provinces 

for the week ending March B, 1919, no.10 of 1919. The 

1 K an p u r sa rna c h a r ' ( K a np u r ) of M arch 2 , 1 91 9 and t h e 

'Avadhbasi 1
• 

'The Bengalee' 
Calcutta, Thursday, August 2, 1906, 
Volume XLVII, no.1 81. 
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The 'Independent', Allahabad, Friday, July 11 ' 1 91 9' 

Volume III, No.131. 

The 'I ndep end ent 1 
, Allah a bad, saturday' June 28, 1 91 9' 

Volume I I, No.1 21 • 

The ' I ndep en dent' , Allahabad, Tuesday, July 8, 1 91 9' 

Volume I I, No.128. 

The 'Independent', Allahabad, \~edn esday, April 1 6, 1 91 9' 

Volume I I , No. 58. 


