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The story of the Mainpuri Conspiracy reveals an 

interesting and important episode in the history of the 

Revolutionary Movement in the United Provinces. 

The first indication of the existence of a 

conspiracy was the discovery in March 1 91 6 of Dammi Lal 

and Deb Narain importing arms into Agra from the Gwalior 

State. Police investigations had disclosed that they were 

helped to do this by Genda Lal. However, the prosecution 

of the case was withdrawn by the Agra Police and the 

opportunity was lost of discovering the conspiracy and 

nipping it in the bud. Then the first disclosure of i:h e 

objects of the conspiracy was obtained from Jaipur in 

December 1916 when Raj Bahadur, a student of the Maharaja 

College received a letter from Shea Krishna from Mainpuri 

asking him "to incite some reliable persons with a view to 

enlist in the 'Santan Society' and to plunder the rich and 

murder the enemies of the cause". Enquiries were institu

ted in Mainpuri which failed to make any fresh discovery 

apart from the suspicion that Shea Krishna was a youth of 

advanced political views and a likely man to be trying to 

form a revolutionary party. 

Again in July 1917, a dacoit of Etawah, Nikson 

--
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Singh, convicted in a Kanpur dacoity case made a statement 

before the commandant of the Military Police at Port Blair, 

alleging that Genda Lal, a School Master of Auraiya in the 

Etawah district, made bombs and kept arms and bombs in a 

cellar of his house at Auraiya. Enqiry into the matter, 

however, discovered nothing. 

Then on November 11, 1 917, had occurred the armed 

dacoity in the village of Nagla Jasrath in the Mainpuri 

district. It was at that time suspected by the Police to 

have been committed by educated men. As a result of the 

Police enquiry Madho Ram, school master of a neighbouring 

village, was found to be concerned. But he absconded 

together with another school master, Pratap Singh. 

On February 28, 1918, and on the two following 

days a number of printed Hindi leaflets entitled 'Swadesh-

abhimaniyon Ko Sandesh 1 were pasted up almost simulta-

neously in Mainpuri, Kanpur, Shahjahanpur, lucknow, 

Allahabad, Faizabad, Mirzapur, Bareilly, Muthra and some 

other places. tvlainpuri was the first place where these 

leaflets had appeared. Some enquiry was made at that time, 

which showed that certain students of the Mission School at 

Mainpuri, including Shea Krishna were responsible. There, 

was, however, no proof available of their concern. 

On September 30, 1918, a store of arms and 
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ammunition belonging to the society were seized in 

Shahjahanpur. It was being brought in a camel cart by Deb 

Narain and another accomplice. They had been challenged 

at the Jalalnagar Octroi."outpost on account of the arms 

but had managed to slip 9-way, leaving the arms behind. 

The Police could get no idea as to whom the arms 

belonged to. 

It was not until Dalpat Singh went to the 

District Magistrate, Mainpuri, on December 1, 1918, and 

denounced the conspiracy of \.-:~hd:ch he was a member that the 

existence of the Secret Society was discovered by the 

Government and all the above acts were brought home to 

this Societyo And as a result of Dalpat Singh's statement 

arrests and searches were made in Mainpuri and the 

neighbouring districts and a formidable armoury belonging 

to the Party was discovered. It was discovered that the 

Society had at its command a considerable amount of money 

which had enabled it to acquire suitable stocks of 

ammunition, and other equipment that was considered 

necessary for the purpose of committing dacoities. 

The arms and ammunition belonging to the 

'Matravedi Sanstha' had come into the possession of the 

Police on four occasions. 

In April, 1916, two guns (one S.B.Topidar gun and 
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one D.B. gun), a 'Kater', a quanity of English gunpowder, 

buck shot and a bullet were left behind at the Rajamandi 

Railway Station by Deb Narain 8 nd Dammi Lal. 

On September 30, 1918, the following arms and 

ammunitions recovered from the possession of Deb Narain 

and a fellow member at the Jalalnagar Octroi outpost in 

Shahj ahanpur1-

a .450 bore double barrelled breech loading 

rifle, a single barrelled cap gun, three 6 

chambered cap revolvers, thirty rounds of 

Mark III Martini Henry Carbine Cartridges, 

two Curtis and Harvey gunpowder flasks, two 

tins of percussion capsp a quantity of small 

shot, buck shot and bullets, some government 

.450 bore rifle ammunition and one s.B. 

muzzle loading gun. 

On the indication of the approver Dalpat Singh, 

on December 1, 1918, the Mainpuri Police recovered from 

the house of Karhori lal the following articles:-

eighteen cartridges (t2 bore), sixteen loaded 

and three empty 380 bore revolver cartridges, 

six large .455 bore revolver cartridges, 

seventy gun caps, two swords, four S.B. Topidar 
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pistols, a double barrel Topidar pistol, a 

dagger, 1 Kata r 1 and a spear, a quantity of 

large and small shot and English gunpowder. 

On December 3, 1918, from the possession of Ram 

Narayan were recovered t_he followings 

a .450 bore five chambered revolver 101 

rounds of ammunition (83 revolver and f8 

rifle cartridges) and eight double edge 

dagger So 

Regarding the various acts of the Society, the 

C.I.Do managed to obtain proof of the following:-

( 1 ) The armed dacoity in Nagla Jasrath 

in the Mainpuri District on November 11 ,1919; 

( 2) The Assembly of some of the members of 

the Society at Auraiya in the district of 

Etawah in January, 1918, for the purpose of 

looting the Government Sub-Treasury; 

( 3) The highway robbery at Auraiya in the 

Etawah district on January 21, 1 91 8; 

( 4) The composition and the printing of 

the highly seditious and revolutionary leaflet 

entitled 1 Swadesh-abhimaniyon Ko Sandesh 1 , 
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which was proscribed by the Government of the 

United Provinces in March, 191 8; 

(5) The simultaneous pasting up and 

distribution of these leaflets in most of the 

important towns of the United Provinces on 

March1,1918. 

( 6) The writing, printing and publication 

of the highly seditious book entitled 'America 

Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili' in March-April, 1918; 

( 7) The assembly of members of the society 

at Shahjahanpur and their journey to a village 

Sanda Khera in PoSo Nigohi in June 1918 for the 

purpose of committing a dacoity. The dacoity 

had not been committed; 

( 8) The commission by the same men who went 

to Nigohi, of a dacoity at village Pareli, P.s. 

Pali in Hardoi district on June 23, 1918, in the 

course of which a woman was unfortunately shot 

dead; 

{ 9) Experimenting with explosives at 

Shahjahanpur in September 1918, in the course of 

which one of the members, Ganga Singh severely 

injured his hand; 
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( 1 0) Assembly of members at Shahjahanpur 

and their journey to village Sonara in P. s. 

Powayan on September 29, 191 B, for the purpose 

of committing a dacoity there. This dacoity too 

was not committed; 

(11) The open sale and distribution of the 

book 'America Ko swadhinta Kaise Mili' previous 

to September 25, 1 91 B; 

(12) The sale of the book 'America Ko 

SWadhinta Kaise Mili' at Delhi in the Congress 

Pandal in December 1 91 B. 

One important act, which the C.I.D. suspected to 

be connected with the 'Matravedi Sanstha' could not be 

proved. 

This was the case of outrage on the Union Jack at 

the Rajput High School, Agra on November 13, 191B and the 

subsequent murder of Sobha Ram Singh, a student of the 

Rajput High School on December 12, 191 B. 

When the case was put up in the Court, 9om~i 

important members were not present as they had absconded 

and could not be arrested. They were, Deb Narain, Ram 

Prasad, Ganga Singh, Madho Ram, Pratap Singh. The strength 

of the Prosecution case was further affected by the 
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escape of first Genda Lal Dixit and Ram Narayan and then 

Shea Krishna. The things which greatly handicapped the 

Prosecution in the trial of the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, 

apart from the absence of the import ant leaders of the 

Secret Society, were that people were unwilling to give 

evidence against the accused and no handwriting expert was 

available because of which the Prosecution failed to prove 

the hand-writing of some of the accused. 1 

The indiscriminate arrests of a large number of 

youths in connection with the Mainpuri Conspiracy and the 

proceedings of the British authorities had met with a 

strong criticism from the Press; 

The Bharat Bandhu (Hathras) of february 4, 1919, 

reported that the detention in jail for two months of the 

youths arrested in connection with the Mainpuri Conspiracy 

Case without any judicial trial seemed to be unjust. It 

was causing much suffering to those imprisoned and their 

relatives. 2 

1 • 

2. 

~ain!!)uri Conspiracy Case, f_glice file No.113o 
Letter to MroCoMoKiRg, Legal Remembrancer, 
United Provinces,. from Jagat Narain, Pmblic 
Prosecutor, dated Augmst 4, 1919, po519. 

Selections from Newspapers published in U.P. 
for the week ending februacy B, 1919, Noo6, 
of 1919, p.53o 
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The 'Pratap' (Kanpur) of March 30, 1919, said 

that twelve men out of the thirty eight arrested in 

connection with the Mainpuri Conspiracy were after about 

two months' imprisonment released in the middle of March 

for want of evidence against them, why were they arrested 

at all? Who is responsible for their suffering and 

pecuniary loss? The Paper wanted these victims of Police 

oppression to bring a suit against the Police. 1 

It is true that the period of their detention in 

jail was a difficult for the men. They were kept in 

solitary cells for want of accommodation in the jail even 

though solitary confinement was a punishment meant for 

breach of jail discipline. 2 furthermore, the accused 

were put in fetters on entering the jail. But as the men 

had behaved well in jail and the investigation was taking 

a very long time, it was decided that it was an unnecessary 

hardship to keep them in fetters. So the fetters were 

removed after some time, but after the escape of Shea 

1 • 

2. ( i) 

• (ii) 

Selections from Newspapers published in U.P. for 
the week ending ~p.ril12,1919, No.1~, of 1919, 
p.132. 

The Indepen~, dated July B, 1919, Vol.11, 
No.12B, p.3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy C~~' Sessions Record. State
ment of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, Dsitrict Magis
trate, Mainpuri, dated July 4, 1919, Vol.13, p.267. 
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1 Krishna from jail, the men were once again put in fetters. 

The men remained in custody for more than a 

month without their friends, guardinas nor their •vakil' 

being given permission to interview them. The District 

Magistrate of Mainpuri, Rei Radha Raman Bahadur had given 

orders to the Superintendent, Jail not to allow any inter-

views without his instructions. Although personally he 

felt that there was no harm in granting the interviews he 

was hesistant to take the decision on his own. It was only 

when be felt that he could not put the matter off any more 

that he wrote to the Chief Secretary, asking him for ins-

tructions as the friends, relatives and lawyer of the 

d . h. f . t . 2 accuse were press~ng ~m or ~n erv~ews. Moreover, 

there was a danger of the situation getting unpleasant as 

some of the boys in the Mainpuri Jail had threatened to go 

on a hunger strike, if they were not allowed to see their 

friends and 'vakil 1 •
3 

By a D.O.No.46-R, the Chief 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District Magis
trate, Mainpuri, dated July 4, 1919, Vol.13,p.267. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Letter from District Magistrate, Mainpuri to 
S.P.O'Donnell, dated January 8, 1919, p.349. 

JEid., Letter to S.P. O'Donnell from Rai Radha 
Raman Bahadur, District_Magistrate, Mainpuri, 
dated January 9, 1919, p.355. 

..-' 
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Secretary, gran ted permission for such interviews. 1 

Besides the application for bail being refused, several 

remand orders were passed without the accused being called 

. t 2 up 1n cour • 

It is apalling to note that the men in Jail were 

required to take their food and relieve nature in the same 

dishl
3 According to Karhori Lal, Mr.Mukherji had given 

instructions at the Mainpuri Jail to inflict as many hard-

ships on the boys as possibleo Young Raja Ram was even 

beaten, but confessed nothing. 4 

Another point to be noted regarding the high-

ha.nded policies of the British Government is that in spite 

of the fact that no evidence whatsoever was obtained about 

Makundi's participation the Mainpuri Conspiracy, Judge 

Kisch sentenced him to rigorous imprisonment for three 

1 • 

2. 

3. ( i) 

(ii) 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
D.O.No.46-R, dated January 9, 1919, p.353. 

Ibid., Serial No.1/23, Report by Rai Radha Raman 
Bahadur, District Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated 
March 1, 1919, p.3. 

The Independent, dated July B, 1919, Vol.11, 
No.128, p.3. 

Maher, Bhagwan Das (Ed.) Kakori Shahid Smriti, 
p.65. 

Personal interview with Karhori Lal. 

.-



416 

years because 'he appeared to be a general bad character'. 

That even in the face of all hard-ship not one 

of the men, in spite of their young age, broke down, shows 

a remarkable strength of character in them. They were 

true patriots. 

No doubt the Mainpuri Conspiracy gave a rude 

shock to the British authorities who were complacent in 

their belief that the spirit of revolution had not 

permeated among the native population of the United Provin

ces. Mainpuri, a town which had been politically quiet 

after the Revolt of 1857, saw the birth of revolutionary 

efforts made by the people of United Provinces, which culmi

nated in the formation of a Secret Revolutionary Society 

named the •Matravedi Sanstha 1 • This Revolutionary society, 

we have seen, became responsible for various militant 

activities not only in Mainpuri but all over the United 

Provinces under the able leadership of Genda lal Dixit. 

Genda Lal Dixit, the renowned leader of the 

'Matravedi Sanstha' grew into a young man greatly 

influenced by the revolutionary storm that was blowing all 

over the country. The partition of Bengal and the conse

quent Swadeshi agitation had inspired him with a fiery 

patriotism. Tilak and his writings further inspired him 

to do something constructive in order to redeem his 
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motherland from her miserable plight. Consequently, 

influenced by the Shivaji festivals organised by Tilak in 

Maharashtra, Genda lal had formed 'Shivaji Samitis', whose 

main purpose was to create an awareness amongst the youth 

and inculcate feelings of love and worship for their 

country. He aspired, in fact, to oust the alien power with 

the help of a revolution. He felt that through those 

samitis it would be possible to shape the future of the 

country by producing a self respecting and enlightened 

young men who wanted to be free from foreign subjugation. 1 

But at the same time he was anxious to do some active 

revolutionary work of the kind that was being done in 

Bengal. It is believed that he first turned to the educated 

mass of the society of the United Provinces in order to 

enlist their assistance in the revolutionary work. However, 

he failed to move them, hence he turned his attention to a 

less respectable clan of people, commonly known as dacoits, 

who he felt that with their resources, arms and ammunition 

would be able to help him in his task of freeing his 

motherland. This explains his contacts with Baba 

Lakshmananand alias 'Brahmachari' a notorious dacoit of the 

Gwalior State. It was in 1916 that Genda lal Dixit seems 

to have made contact with the 'Matravedi Sanstha', the 

1 • Prabha, Hindi Monthly Magazine, dated September 1, 
1929, p.186. 
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members of which readily accepted him as their leader. 

It was even charged during the trial of the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, that Swami Satyadev Ji, the well 

known agitator, who was a prominent figure among Indian 

revolutionaries in America some years back, was at the back 

of this organisation. The association of a man like 

satya Dev with youths who were being taught to devote 

their lives to the service of their country could not but 

arouse misgivings in the minds of the British. However,no 

definite proof was obtained to regarding this association. 1 

The Sessions Judge, B.S.Kisch, while giving his 

judgment in the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case declared; "Thera 

can be no doubt that this was a dangerous conspiracy, 

which if not checked in its early stages might have led to 

grave consequences." As a matter of fact, the Mainpuri 

Conspiracy was better organised than the British officials 

had ever imagined. Extreme care had been devoted to the 

organisation of the Secret Society. It had local leaders 

for some districts and towns and one leader for the whole 

1. ( i) 

(ii) 

The Independent, friday, Ju.i.y 11, 1919, Vol.III, 
No.131. p.3. 

Home Political Proceedings, November 1917, 
Nos.4;3-45, Week.).y Report of the Director, 
Criminal Intelligence, dated October 6, 1917, 
p.7. 
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United Provinces, rules, objects, literature and vows. The 

most noticeable features of the vow which was administered 

at the time of initiation, were the pledge about rescuing 

the motherland from the clutches of the foreigners and the 

authority given to the society to condemn its recalcitrant 

members to death. These young men justified their deeds 

by saying that the Government had driven them to secret 

methods by its policy of repression and suppression of 

agitation. They said that they looted only 'bad' men and 

spent the proceeds on patriotic objects and that they 

risked their lives in the service of their country. We 

have seen how the revolutionary activities of the society 

were organised under four branches namely, Military, 

literary, Espionage and Industrial. 

In pursuance of the military activities, the 

members of the society successfully committed two 

dacoities, one at Nagla Jasrath in the Mainpuri district 

and the other at Pareli in the Hardoi district, and two 

robberies. They also made some other abortive plans of 

dacoity including an attack on a government treasury. They 

experimented with explosives and had managed to collect a 

considerable quantity of arms and ammunition, some of which 

C.E.W. Sands, Superintendent of Police on Special Duty in 

the C.I.D.admitted that he had never seen before. 
~; 

It was clear in respect to the dacoities commtt~ 
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by the members that they were the work, not of the ordinary 

type of illiterate and professional thieves and dacoits, 

but of educated young men who worked on more refined lines, 

carried a better class of arms and ammunition, wore false 

moustaches and used whistles for signalling. On close 

examination it appeared clearly that the dacoities were 

the handiwork of more or less inexperienced men who carried 

things with them which illiterate criminals of the ordinary 

type would never take with them. For instance, in the 

~Jagla Jasrath dacoity, the hill wood stick (belonging to 

Madho Ram), and the Mordabad made bucket which were left 

on the scene indicated that some 'genteel' deceits ha:l 

taken part in the affair. 

Regarding the literary activities, the Society 

laid great stress on it. In fact the literary propaganda 

formed a major part of its revolutionary campaign. The 

members wrote, printed and published the highly seditious 

book 'America Ko Swadhinta Kaise Mili' of which they sold 

more than 200 copies. No doubt this book must have 

succeeded in arousing the patriotic sentiments of many, 

before it was finally proscribed by the British Government. 

Even then the members continued to sell it. Another impor

tant accomplishment in the field of literary activities 

was the printing and pasting up of the leaflet, entitled 

I Swadesh-abhimaniyon Ko sandesh I, almost simultaneously in 
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a large number of districts of the United Provinces. As a 

matter of fact, some idea of the organisation and wide

spread ramifications of the society might be framed from 

the fact that within two days copies of the leaflets were 

pasted up nearly all over the Province. The goal set up 

before it by the 'Gupta Sanstha 1 as it appeared from the 

leaflet was not the goal of 1 Swaraj 1 or self government 

within the Empire, but the goal was one of absolute 

independence. The ideal "India for the Indians" was to be 

brought about not by constitutional means but by force of 

arms, violence and the assassination of all Englishmen. 

Further, the members composed many ~atriotic 

songs and poems and circulated them among the students as 

well as other members of society. The various compositions 

reveal the intense hatred they felt for the British rule, 

which they regarded as being chiefly responsible for the 

country's miseries, and their firm resolve to turn th~ 

British out of India. The book of Poems maintained by the 

Society contained a collection of poems W"lich were of a 

violently revolutionary, anti-British and seditious in 

character. In the poems repeated mention was made of the 

misery of servitude and dependence was deplored. Also 

included was a thrilling poem on indentured labour taken 

from the book "Coolie Pratha", which shows that this was 

another aspect of the British Rule they abhorred. All the 
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poems expressed an intense desire to expel the British from 

India by any means. The importance of patriotic poems and 

songs has been most effectively outlined by savarkar in 

the following words: 

"To instil into every heart the one supreme 

desire for independence and rouse the 

people into action there could be no more 

effective weapon than poetry. Hence the 

great part that national songs play in all 

revolutions." 1 

The object of the Society was not exclusively the 

collection of arms in order to raise a rebellion or the 

dissemination of revolutionary ideas, through literature, 

but also the encouragement of 'Swadeshi' which was 

necessary in order to save the native cottage industries 

from dying under the onslaught of British industries, thus 

preventing the economic exploitation of the Indians. Tliey 

had made a beginning by setting up a handloom in "Prem 

Vidyalaya" in Shahjahanpur. However, nothing substantial 

had been achieved in this direction when the conspiracy was 

disclosed. As regards the object of the society with 

respect to enlisting in the regular army and winning the 

1 • savarkar, War of Independence, Vol.1, p.6. 
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Indian soldiers over to tbeir cause, there is no evidence 

to prove that it was attempted. Perhaps it would have 

been done ultimately as it was definitely included in the 

p rag ramme. In the meantime, the Society had managed tti 

arrangefor 500 men and 200 'cevalry' and had collected a 

1 
sum of Rs.80,000/-. 

Though the conspiracy was discovered in its early 

stages, thus having no chance of realising its ultimate 

object of stirring up a revolution to oust the British from 

India, it may nevertheless be considered a success to some 

extent, because it not only planned but also executed 

dacoities and collected a large sum of money, not to mention 

the most modern arms and ammunitions. The members made long 

journeys at the Society's expense and carried their props-

ganda to some well known institutions of the United 

Provine es. Perhaps the greatest success of the conspiracy 

lies in the fact that it achieved the important objective 

of spreading the message of revolutionary patriotism and 

inspiring the young men of the United Provinces to join the 

revolutionary movement. And it can claim to have given 

birth to a great patriot and martyr, Ashfaq Ullah Khan, who 

became a revolutionary as a result of the inspiration drawn 

1 • Personal Interview with Karhori Lal. 
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from the daring deeds of the young men of the Mainpuri 

Conspiracy, in particular Ram Prasad. 1 

An idea of the Secret Society's efficient&. 

successful organisation may also be got by the fact that it 

worked effectively and secretly for four years, spreading 

its influence practically all over the United Provinces 

and even beyond, without the British Government discover-

ing it, in spite of the investigations it_conducted follow-

ing the various acts of the society. In fact, the members 

seem to have been so true to their vows of secrecy that no 

one had suspected that guch an organisation existed in the 

United Provinces, not tlntil it was revealed following its 

betrayal by Dalpat Singh. As an Indian correspondent 

reported to the British Intelligence on the subject," When 

I first heard about this case in the papers, my impression 

was that it was the work of a police official, or some 

petty affair magnified by the name of conspiracy. But as 

further accounts appeared daily my interest increased, and 

I felt that it was a genuine case. Now I have learnt that 

what has so far appeared is nothing compared with the 

reality." 2 The reality was a widespread conspiracy 

1. Chaturvedi, Banarsidas (Ed.), Amar Shahid 
Ashfag-Ullah. Khan, pp.43-48. 

2. Home Political Pro~edings, August 1918, nos.315-
319. Weekly Report of Director, Central Intelli
gence, d at ed July 1 7 , 1 91 9, p. 1 2. 
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rampant among a large number of students and teachers of 

several United Provinces districts. 

The Mainpuri Case explained the distrust which 

the younger generation seemed to feel for the elderly 

leaders as the latter could not hold the revolutionary and 

terrorist doctrines prevalent in the student community. 

The conspiracy also unmistakably revealed the 

extent of the influence of the Arya Samaj on Indian 

Nationalism. The Arya samaj founded by Swami Dayanand 

Saraswati had the largest following in the Punjab and 

United Provinces. The members of the 'Matravedi 5anstha 9 

were nearly all Arya Samajists, thus showing that the 

message and mission of Arya Samaj to further the cause of 

Indian Nationalism, had spread and percolated among a 

large section of society, thereby making the national move-

ment more broad based. Subhash Chandra Bose has rightly 

pointed out that although the Arya samaj had no apparent 

"political mission, nevertheless whoever came under their 

influence, 1 rapidly developed a sense of self respect 11 , a 

prerequisite in creating a patriotic and nationalistic 

generation of people. 

1 0 

Thus, we see that the Revolutionary Society had 

Bose, S.C., The Indian Struggle, Part III,pp.35-
3 6. 
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its root in the student and the teaching community. Though 

revolutionary conspiracy ~mong the student class was by no 

means peculiar to Bengal, but in all cases which had come 

to light uptill then in other Provinces, there had been a 

direct connection with Bengal and in nearly every case the 

organiser and most active members had been Bengalis. The 

interest of the Mainpuri Conspiracy lies in the fact that 

no Bengal connection was discovered. As such it was a 

spontaneous effort on the part of the youth of the United 

Provinces. The Benaras Conspiracy was the first revolu-

tionary conspiracy in the United Provinces, and it was the 

work of emissaries from Bengal as well as domiciled 

Bengalis. But after this case, the United Provinces out

grew the necessity of stimulus from Bengal, as is apparent 

from the Mainpuri Conspiracy. 

However, it cannot be denied that the Mainpuri 

Conspiracy had been organised on lines similar to those of 

the Bengal Conspirators. We find the similarity in the 

concept of political dacoities and literary propaganda and 

also in the practice of taking a vow at the time of initia

tion, by the members. The members of the Society were keen 

to extend the influence of their organisation by making 

contact with some Bengali Revolutionary Society and working 

in co-operation with it. Like the Bengal Societies, the 

'Matravedi sanstha 1 also depended on the revolutionary 
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literature to educate and inspire its members. This 

literature consisted of books like 'Anandmath' by Bankim 

Chandra, The 'Bhag vad Gita', 'Home Rule in India' by 

Mrs. Annie Besant, 'Bharatvarsha Ki Dasha Aur Hamara 
-· 

Kartab', 'The Trial of Tilak', 'Collie Pratha', (Swadeshi 

Abdola n Aur Boycott', ',Gui sepp e Ma zzini' , etc. a rrl also 

books written by Swami satyadeo. The new members of the 

Society were given these books to read and ~igest in order 

to get an idea of what was required in the country. 

The Director, Criminal Int ell ig enc e observed after 

the conclusion of the Mainpuri Conspiracy Case that "An 

organisation so widespread was hardly to be crushed by a 

single trial like that which has just successfully 

terminated 11 •
1 

Regarding this observation, it may be 

stated that though this particular organisation .did not 

reconstruct itself, some of its members continued to be 

actively involved in revolutionary activities. Following a 

riot in February 1922 at Bareilly in connection with the 

non-cooperation movement and in which the Police had fired 

on the mob, remnants of the Mainpuri Conspiracy made three 

separate attacks (in the month of June) on three police 

1 • Home Political Proceedings, October 1919, nos. 
360-3 63. Weekly Report of the Director, Central 
Intelligence, dated October 13, 1919, p.12. 



428 

constables on point duty. All three were shot at close 

range and in one case the injury proved fatal. 1 The 

leader Genda Lal Dixit who applied his entire energy in 

organising the activities of the secret society was not 

destined to work any more for his country owing to his 

death. But Ram Prasad, the Shahjahanpur leader continued 

to actively conduct the revolutionary work in the United 

Provinces and popularly came to be known as Ram Prasad 

'Bismil'. He was hanged for his participation in the 

Kakori train dacoity. In the same case Makundi was 

sentenced to transportation. 

:Owing to the fact that revolutionary conspire-

cies were required to work underground they naturally 

became susceptible to the danger of betrayal and consequent 

absolute suppression by the British authorities. Thus the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy failed owing to betrayal by one of its 

own members, which has been the unfortunate fate of many 

other similar conspiracies in India. 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Though ell Revolutionary Conspiracies in India 

Police File No,1504. Memoranda on Terrorist and 
pther subversive movements and organisations, 
pp.364, 387. 

Home Political Proceedings, no.18. Demi official 
lette~ No.1376,_ dated July 4, 1922, from the 
Chief Secretary to the Government of the United 
Provinces to Mr.S.P.O'Donnell C.I.E.,I.C.S., 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home 
D epa rt men t , p • 4 0 • 
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failed in achieving the immediate expulsion of the British, 

there can be no doubt that even in their failure they made 

a significant contribution and constituted an important 

stage in the resolute and long drawn struggle against 

colonial oppression. The most important inquiry made by 

the Special Branch of the Criminal Investigation Department 

in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh for the years 

191 B-1920 was in connection with the Mainpuri Conspiracy 

Case. 
1 

And with the conclusion of the case the British 

Government was successful in suppressing yet another 

revolutionary organisation in India, but not before the 

message of independence and •revolution' had permeated 

well and truly among the masses. 

The special importance and achievement of the 

Mainpuri Conspiracy lies in the fact that it marked the 

beginning of the involvement and participation of the 

people of United Provinces in the National Liberation 

Movement. It provided the much needed shot in the arm to 

the sleeping population of the United Provinces. It 

succeeded in giving impetus to the growth of national 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Report on the Administration of the United 
Provinces of Agra and Oudh 1918-1919, p.17. 

J.lli., 1919-1920, p.1B. 
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consciousness and patriotism in the United Provinces. Also, 

it boosted noticeably people's urge to henceforth partici

pate actively in the struggle for India's freedom. 


