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As stated earlier, no further action was taken 

after the search of Shea Krishna's room in January, 1917. 1 

In March, 1916, the prosecution of the Agra Arms case had 

also been withdrawn by the Agra Police. 2 The pasting up 

of the seditious leaflets in February-March, 1918, led to 

an enquiry by the C.I.D., but no satisfactory conclusion 

3 was reached. The first definite information about the 

secret society and its activities was given to the govern-

ment by Dalpat Singh when he went to the District Magistrate: 

Mainpuri on December 1, 1918 and denounced the conspiracy 

of which he was a member.
4 

It was on December 1, 1918, that the incident took 

place which led Dalpat Singh to the District Magistrate. On 

1 • Maineuri Conseirac~ Case, Judgment, Part I I I , 
Vol.11 , p.1 a. 

2. Maine uri Conseirac~ Case. Police file No.113. 
Mr. Sand s• note on the Conspiracy Case, dated 
February 1 9, 1 91 9' p.363. 

3. I bid. , Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 
1 91 9, p.313. 

4. Maineuri Conseirac~ Case, Judgment, Part III, 
Vol.11, p. 11 • 
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that fateful day Ramdin went and awakened Dalpat Singh 

early in the morning at about 7 a.m. telling him that Shea 

Krishna wanted to see him at Gopi Nathys hawse immediately. 

Dalpat Singh took up a 'leta• and on the pretext of answer-

ing the call of nature, went to Gopinath's house with 

Aamdin. There he met Shea Krishna and Gopi Nath, who were 

engaged in cutting bars of lead in order to make shot. 1 

About Y2 seer of bullets were made at that time. Shea 

Krishna and Gopi Nath were in the upper story of Gopi Nath's 

house in Mohalla Chapatti. There was also about Y4 seer of 

Salt Petra crystals, an axe, a spade, one single barrelled 

and one double barrelled cap pistol. A cartridge belt for 

37 cartridges, a seven chambered breach-loading revolver 

belonging to Gopi Nath which was in a bag hung on a peg. 

2 Sheo Krishna had a 7 chambered revolver in his pocket. On 

seeing Dalpe t Singh, Sh eo Kri S1 na got up and lay down on a 

bed, and asking Dalpat Singh to cut the lead, proceeded to 

tell him of his plan to loot two men, Jassu Mahajan of 

Urthan and Dulli Kechi of Nagla Mukti. Since Urthan was 

near Dalpat Singh's village, Shea Krishna ordered Dalpat 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Statement 
of Dalpat.Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.J,p.21. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record, State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.4. 
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to go and spy out their houses, and methods of approach and 

another man would be deputed to go with him to whom Dalpat 

was supposed to point out the house. 1 Dalpat Singh, how-

ever, refused to do the work, saying that he had just 

recently returned from his home. He feared that owing to 

the promixity of his own village, he might be recognised by 

the people of Urthan, who might inform his brother and his 

brother on that event, would be extremely displeased and 

would demand to know what Dalpat Singh was doing there.After 

saying this Dalpat Singh asked Sheo Krishan to send Karhori 

Lal instead. 2 Gopi Nath said they could not send Karhori 

Lal- he was not a member of the Society.
3 Gopi Nath 

demanded to know how Dalpat Singh in any case got the idea 

that Karhori Lal was a member! Then saying that the charcoal 

should not be spoiled, he went down into his house below. 4 

He did not mention the name of the boy, who was making the 
. 5 
charcoal. 

1 • 

Dalpat was left alone with Sheo Krishna who 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat.Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3,p.22. 

2. 1J!i5!., pp. 22-23. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

I bid. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri, Statement 
of Dalpat.Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3,p.25. 
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appeared very angry at his refusal when Dalpat Singh 

informed him that he was going, Sheo Krishna in a very 

angry tone told him that henceforth, he would never ask 

Dalpat Singh to do anything. Having said that Shea 

Krishna got up and stood in the doorway of the staircase 

and took his pistol in his hand. And when Da lpa t Singh 

attempted to go out, Sheo Krishna called him back and wrote 

a paper which he handed to Dalpat Singh, demanding a reply 

1 within an hour. He was required to give an explanation 

for placing his family before the work of the society.
2 

Although Sheo Krishna wrote the document himself, he did so 
. 3 

on behalf of Gopi Nath. The following is a translation 

of the letter which reads as follows: 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Date- 1.11.18 

To be returned Assistant Magistrate's Office, 

Band e Ma tara m. 

Dear Brother, 

With extreme regret you are hereby 

!:1ainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.4. 

~inpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment. Part III, 
Vol.11, p~11. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State 
men t of D a 1 pat Sin g h , d a ted June 4 , 1 91 9, V o 1 • 1 2, 
p.4. 
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required to explain why you consider your chief 

duty (Dharma) to care for your family members 

when you are prepared to sacrifice your life for 

the service of your country. Please reply within 

an hour. 

(Signed) Mahesh~'1 

The sight of the pistol in Shea Krishna's hand 

terrified Dalpat Singh. His only concern now was to save 

his life somehow. He asked for a piece of paper and wrote 

out a plausible explanation, 2 the translation of which is 

as follows: 

1 • 

2. 

"Date- 1.12.18. 

Notice received. I do not care for my 

family members because of incurring their dis-

pleasure or for fear of losing their pecuniary 

assistance, but because if they take me away from 

the school and keep me at home. I shall not be 

able to work for the society in such a way as I 

was doing till now. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part I, Exhibit No.10, Vol.B, p.17. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Proceedings in the 
Court of District Magistrate, Mainpuri. Statement 
of Dalpat .Singh, dated March 28, 1919, Vol.3, 
p.24. i .. 
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If the Society is ready to help me in 

all respects, I am quite ready to stay here and 

not care for any hard words from my family. 

(Signed) Romesh Chandra Datt." 1 

While Dalpat Singh was writing that answer, he 

made an attempt to go out, but was stopped by Shea Krishna.
2 

The reply satisfied Shea Krishna who reassured 

Dalpat Singh that there was no need for alarm. He and the 

3 
society would always extend any help that Dalpat needed. 

She.o 
As if to reassure him further~kr~~bn~proceeded to recount 

4 to him the list arms their society possessed. Thus the 

matter was settled, but Dalpat being apprehensive of what 

might happen to him if he ever again disobeyed Shea Krishna, 

determined then and there to denounce the society to the 

authorities and get the Sheo Krishna and his co-conspirators 

arrested. He was strengthened in this purpose by the fact 

that the society was strongly opposed to the members having 

family ties, 5 and when less than a month before, Dalpat 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 
s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part I, Exhibit No.9, Vol.B, p.17. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.4. 

llli·' dated June 9, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p. 3 9. 

Ibid., dated June 5, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p.22. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part I I I, 
Vol.11, p .11 • 
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Singh's wife had died, Shea Krishna had told Dalpat Singh 

that it was just what he wanted, i.e., Dalpat Singh's wife 

being dead he could not procreate slaves. Such sentiments 

were obviously beyond Dalpat Singh's comprehension. 1 

It may be noted here that although Dalpat Singh 

claimed that he was a loyal member of the society until 

2 December 1, 1918, he also admitted that in his heart, he 

was not true to the principles of the society. He had taken 

the oath of the society in all sincerity, 11magar dil se 

taiyar nahin tha". 3 He knew when he joined the society 

that he wo~ld have to commit dacoities and do any work that 

Shea Krishna required him to do. However, he had not 

thought that he would constantly have to risk his life. 

Therefore, he had decided that he, at least, would not run 

any personal risks. The others were prepared to give. their 

lives, but not Dalpat Singh. He was not ready to deli-

berately face death for the objects of the society. 4 
More-

1 • 

2. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, 
p. 24. 

Ibid., p.23. 

Ibid., dated June 6, 1919, Vol.12, p.30. 

Ibid., dated June 5, 1919, Vol.12, pp.23-24. 
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over, Dalpat Singh had be en disheartened when he realised 

the enormity of the task which the society had undertaken -

that of turning the BritiS"l out of India. 1 It was fear of 

Sheo Krishna's pistol which finally drove him to the 
. 2 -

Collector. 

Dalpat Singh's statement expressing his views 

about one Ramesh Chandra Dutt after whom he was given his 

society name - namely that the Dalpat Singh had heard of 

Ramesh Chandra Dutt as being a good man and a patriot, but 

he did not try to model himself on him - is rather 

. . f. t 3 
Sl.gnl. J.Can • 

lrJhen Dalpat Singh left the house, he met Karhori 

lal bathing at a well, about 20 yards from Gopi Nath' s house. 

Since Dalpat Singh already suspected that the house where 

the charcoal mentioned by Gopi Nath was being made to be 

the one in which Karhori Lal lived and that Karhori Lal was 

the man who was making it, he decided to find out the house 

accordingly, he asked Karhori Lal to return his ring 

and 'durri', which Dalpat Singh had given to him two months 

1 • ~1aineuri Con seirac :i Case, Sessions Record. State 
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 1 91 9' Vol.12, 
p. 31 • 

2. I bid. , dated June 5, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p. 24. 

3. I bid. , dated June 7, 1 91 9, Vol.12, p.34. 
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back. Karhori lal expressed his inability to return the 

ring immediately but that he could get his • durri' •
1 

He 

made Dalpat Singh wait at the well while he went to get the 

'durri'. Dalpat Singh did not see the house Karhori lal 

came out of, only the house in front of which he passed, 

which was the one opposite that of Gopi Nath's. 2 Karhori 

lal gave Dalpat Singh the 'durri 1 • Dalpat Singh placed the 

'durri' and his 'leta• in his room in lala Dodhraj's house 

in Mohalla Chapatti, where he was living and straightaway 

went to the District Magistrate to tell him all that he 

knew about the society. He thought he might be punished, 

but would certainly get off more lightly than the rest, 

whereas if he displeased Shea Krishna ever again, Shea 
. 3 

Krishna would definitely kill him. 

Dalpat Singh reached the District Magistrate's 

house at about 9.00 a.m., but was able to see him by about 

11 • 4 5 4 a.m. That day December 1, 1918, was a Sunday, the 

day on which the District Magistrate of Mainpuri, Rai Radha 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1919, Vol.12, 
pp.S-6. 

I bid. 

I bid. 
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Raman Bahadur received visitors. 1 Dalpat Singh sent word 

2 by the Collector's orderly. However, the District Magis-

trate was only informed of his arrival after all the 

visitors had gone, when the orderly came and told him that 

a school boy wished to see him, at which time he refused to 

see any one as his time for seeing visitors was over. The 

orderly took the message to Dalpat Singh, but came back 

again saying that the boy wished to give the Magistrate 

some information about arms. On hearing this the Magistrate 

3 immediately had Dalpat Singh call ad. When Dalpat Singh 

appeared before the Magistrate, he stated the more salient 
a 

features of the society. The District Magistrate was in.(hu:uy 

as 12 o• Clock was his lunch time. 4 After hearing a 

little of what Dalpat ~ingh had to say, Rai Radha Raman 

Bahadur decided that he ought to record his statement 

formally. Therefore, he administered the oath to Dalpat 

Singh and recorded his statement. 5 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District Magis
trate of Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1919, Vol.13, 
p.2SS • 

.!..!U:.Q., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 
1919, Vol.12, p.6 • 

..!J2.i2., statement of Rai Radha Raman Bah ad ur, 
District Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1919, 
Vo1.13, pp.255-256. 
Ibid., Statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 
1 91 9 , V o1 • 1 2 , p • 6 • 
Ibid., Statement of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
~rict Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1919, 
Vo1.13, p.256. 
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In his statement, Dalpat Singh gave the informs-

tion that the leader of the society in Mainpuri was Sheo 

Krishna, who was a student in the Mission School and was a 

political anarchist. At present he was reading privately 

and was intending to appear for his examination from Agra. 

He had no firm residence, and sometimes lived in a 

'dharamshala' in Mainpuri and sometimes with Gopi Nath, a 

student of Class IX in the Mission School and at that time 

he was present in Mainpuri. Dalpat Singh informed that 

Sheo Krishna and his men intended to commit a dacoity in 

the house of a Lala whose name was not known to him. They 

also intended to commit dacoities at the houses of Jassu 

Mahajan of village Urthan and Dulli Kechi of Nagle Mukat 
.. 1 

hamlet of Gangai. The gang was in possession of arms 

which were at the time in a delapidated house of a Lela in 

Mohalla Chapatti (name of the Lala not known). The details 

of the arms were as follows:-

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

11 Pistols, two breech loading revolvers, a 12 

bore breech loading gun, 2 talwars, 4 spears, 

Mainp~ri Conspiracy Case. Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part III. Exhibit No.359·A(Dalpat 
Singh's st~tement.recorded by District Magistrate 
Mainpuri, R.R.R. Bahadur on December 1, 1918), 
Vol.e, p.726. 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Police file No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official le~ter from Superinten
~ent of Police, Mainpuri to tbe Deputy Inspector 
General pf Police, Range 1, dated December 3,1918, 
p.199. 
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gun-powder, etc., hatchets, etc., also. 

The hatchets and 'phauras• were in the house of 

Gopi Nath. Shea Krishna was the Collector of the anarchist 

partly for this district and his 'Naib' (Deputy Collector) 

was Gopi Nath. Dalpat Singh admitted to knowing all this 

h h . lf b f th . t 1 as e J.mse was a mem er o e socJ.e y. He gave the 

names of the following men as being the members of the 

Society a-

1. Shea Krishna, 

2. Chand radha r 1 Kaye sth, who was working in the 

Sewa SBmiti and was well known, 

3. Jai Dayal, Brahman of Kuraoli, who was reading 

in Class X in the Mission School but was 

expelled from there on Nov~mber 21 or 22 that 

year, 

4. Gopi Nath, 

5. Babu Ram, Kayasth, student of Special Class 

:· XI, resident of village- Bara, near Bewar, 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Vernacular list of 
Exhibits, Part III, Exhibit No.359-A(Dalpat Singh's 
statement recorded by District Magistrate of 
Mainpuri, R.R.R. Bahadur on December 1, 1918), 
Vol.8, p.726. . . 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official le~ter from Superintendent 
qf Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy Inspector 
Gen~ral of Police, Range 1, .dated December 3,1918, 
pp.199-201 •. 



6. Prabhakar, Brahman of village Alipur Patti, 

now reading at Tundla. 

7. Ram Narayan of Alipur Patti, who was reading 

in the Medical College, Agra in the first 

year class, 

B. Lila Dhar, Ahir, who was turned out of the 

Mission School Boarding House and had gone 

to the Ahir School in Shikohabad in Class-VIII 

9. Shambhu Dayal, Kayasth of Nagla Debi, near 

Kuraoli, 

10. Devendra Nath, of Muthra who has been turned 

out of the Mission School, 

11. Sidh Nath, Khatri of Shikohabad, student of 

Class X in the Mission School. 

12. Budh Sen, Brahman, student of Class X, 

13. Sital Singh, Thakur of Class IX, 

14. Bhuray Singh, stud ant of Class X, 

15. Jhamman Lal, Brahman, student of Class IX 

( B Sect il!:l n) , 

16. Jagannath Prasad, Bania of Kuraoli, who kept 

a 1 pansari 1 shop, 

17. & 18. Two men of Alipur, whose names Dalpat 

Singh did not know and who were strong men of 

about 40 years of age, 

19. Sidh Gopal, Brahman, a teacher in the D.A.V. 

School, 
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20. Gulab Singh, Zamindar, Thakur of village 

Kalhor, 

21. Thakur Digbijai Singh of Parhira, 

22. Thakur Jagdamba Singh, who had his own 

following, 

23. Karhori Lal, Mahajan of Bewar, student of 

Class IX (A Section}, 

24. Pratap Singh, Thakur of No ner, 

25. Randhir, Ahir, of class IX, Mission School. 1 

Dalpat Singh also related the incident of the 

beating up of Mr.John and that some students had been 

rusticated both from the school and boarding house. 

He also told the Magistrate that Thakur Gulab 

Singh gave the society help by getting the gold and silver 

recovered in loots, melted at his house by •sonars' and 

giving it to 'sarrafs•. The same sort of assistance was 

1 • ( i} ~inpuri Conspiracy Case. Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part I II. Exhibit No.359-A(Dalpat 
Singh's st~tement.recorded by District Magistrate 
Mainpuri, R.R.R. Bahadur on December 1, 1918 ), 
Vol. 6, p. 725. 

(ii) Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official le~ter from Superinten
dent of Police, Mainpuri, to the Deputy Inspector 
General ~f Police, Range 1, dated .December 3,1916 ' 
pp. 201-203.' 
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given by Thakur Digbijai Singh. 1 

Dalpat Singh gave the following names as belong~ 

ing to those who were to commit the intended dacoities:-

1 • 

2. ( i) 

(ii) 

1. Sh eo Krishna, 

2. Chandra Dhar, 

3 o P ra bh aka r , 

4o Babu Ram, 

5. Devendra Nath, 

6. Jai Dayal, 

7. Karhori, 

B o Jhamman La 1, 

9. Bhuray Singh, 

And others who were to come from outside some 

on foot and some by rail. 2 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Vernacular list of 
Exhibits, Part I II. Exhibit No.359-A{Dalpat 
Singh's statement recorded by District Magistrate 
Mainpuri, R.R.R. Bahadur on December 1, 1918), 
Vol.B, pp.724-725. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Vernacular List of 
Exhibits, Part I I I. Exhibit No.3 5 9-A(Dalpat 
Singh's statement recorded by District Magistrate 
Mainpuri, R.R.R. Bahadur, on December 1, 1918), 
Vol.B, p.724. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter from the Superin
tendent of Police, Mainpuri, to the Deputy 
Inspector G~neral of Police, Range 1, dated 
December 1, 1918, p. 203. 
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Dalpat Singh also gave information regarding the 

seditious leaflets pasted up in february in Mainpuri. He 

said that they came from Agra and Shea Krishna, Chandra 

Dhar, Prabhakar, Sidh Gopal, Gopi Nath and one other man, 

in all six, pasted them up. Dalpat said that he himself 

lived in a house in Mohalla Chapatti and that Shea Krishna 

was threatening to kill him. 1 

"The above is almost a complete translation of 

Dalpat Singh 1 s statement, as recorded by the District 

r"lagistrate. 1' 2 

After recording the statement, the District 

Magistrate sent for the Sub-Inspector, who was at Ganesh-

3 
burj outpost, by a written order. He arrived at the 

4 District Magistrate's house between 2 and 3 p.m. The 

District Magistrate handed over to the Sub-Inspector, 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

. 4 0 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Copy of a demi-ofticial letter from the Superin
tendent of Police, Mainpuri, to the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, Range 1, dated 
December 3, 1918, p. 203. 

llli· 
Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector Irtiza Husain, dated June 
10,1919, Vo1.13, p.53. 

Ibid., statement of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
District Magistrate, dated July 3, 1919, Vo1.13, 
p.256. 
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Irtiza Husain, Dalpat Singh's statement and made Dalpat 
~ 

Singh himself over to him to take to the D.S.P. and search 

the houses referred to in the statement and take action 

1 thereupon. The Superintendent of Police, Man Singh was 

away on casual leave, but returned in the evening. 2 

The Sub-Inspector took Dalpat Singh to the 

Deputy Superintendent of Police's house, but could not find 

him there as he had left for the station to go to Kosma. 

The Sub-Inspector hurried to the station along with Dalpat 

Singh, whom he left outside on reaching there. He showed 

the statement to the Deputy Superintendent of Police. He 

also ~ound Sheo Krishna and Chandradhar on the station 

platform and left ~ Sub-Inspector Malik Mohd. Khuda Buksh 

to keep a watch on them and if they should go to Mainpuri, 

to follow them. Dalpat Singh had told the Sub-Inspector, 

Irtiza Husain, beforehand that Sheo Krishna and Chandradhar 

would be at the station to fetch the men coming for the 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 10,1919, Vol.13, p.53. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official 1e~ter No.28, dated 
December 2, 1918, from Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
District Magistrate, Mainpuri, to the 
Commissioner, Agra Division, p.187. 
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dacoity. 1 

Dalpat Singh took the Sub-Inspector and the 

Deputy Superintendent of Police to Mohalla Chapatti, where 

he first pointed out a house which belonged to one Mulaim 

Singh. It was the one opposite Gopi Nath' s house with a 

lane 4 yards wide betw~en. Dalpat pointed it out as the 

house in which arms might be found. The house was shut 

and empty and was partly ruined. When opened some articles 

of a perfume seller 0 s stock in trade were found. It was 

evidently not used as a place of residence and nothing 

. . f d 2 susp1c1ous was aun • Next the Sub-Inspector searched 

~~3 Gapi Nath's house, pointed out by Dalpat. First he 

searched the Upper Storey ("ata") and then the lower part 

of the house which belonged to one 5alig Ram. Then Dalpat 

suggested that they should enquire as to where Karhori Lal 

lived. The Sub-Inspector asked Selig Ram, who pointed out 

the house adjoining Mulaim Singh's. It was here that the 

arms were found. Incidentally, Selig Ram was the owner of 

the house and Karhori Lal paid rent to him. He was also 

the owner of the upper part of the house in which Gopi Nath 

lived.~ 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 10, 1919, Vol.13, p.53. 

l..Ei:£!. 

Ibid., p.54. 
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The Deputy Superintendent of Police and the 

Kotwal (S.I.) were accompanied by several constables, who 

helped in the se~rches. Dalpat Singh remained outside the 

houses while they were being searched. The search lasted 

1 till about 11 p.m. Neither Karhori Lal nor Gopi Nath were 

present at the time of the searches. Karhori lal's house 

was chained from inside. Awadh Behari lal, Selig Ram's 

brother, was sent through the house of one Banwari Lal and 

thence he had entered Karhori lal's house and opened it 

from inside. Gopi Nath' s house was locked from outside. An 

ironsmith known as 'Misri Lahar' was made to force it open. 

The neighbours gave the information that both Gopi Nath and 

Karhori Lal had in their house that day. 2 

Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, prepared a search 

list of the things recovered at Gopi Nath's house. Certain 

papers were recovered which were as follows:-

1 • 

2. 

1. A Hindi document, signed 'Mahesh' dated 

1 • 11 • 1 91 8. 

A second document, dated 1.12.1918. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 4, 1 91 9, Vol.1 2, 
p.6. 

Ibid., Statement of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, 
dated June 10, 1919, Vol.13, p.ss. 
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These two papers were found together in a 

shelf in the wall in which other papers and 

books were also found. 

2. A Hindi document - poem "Khauf-i-afat se 
- 1 

kahan dil mein rea aegi", 

follows:-

which ran as 

.. :tffln 3f11R'f N CfiiT ~ ~ 'i' ~ Q I 3{ I ~Jfl 

5fTff · ff'EEft g ot crt ~ q- mrr 3flWtT 
tcn>r ~ ~~ ;r lff ~ ~ CITR qfJ \f(iiffi 

Trtr 'i'll4cfl ~ ~ (1:~~ qq;r 3f"rlrft 
~ \rOT WIT ~ ·~ ·~ m1Qj)- ~ rrT 

~Qllct qi~ ~ ~t- ~t ~ ~ 

BTJ=RT ey,- ~m ~ Cfi~ ~ ~ 
i&tr"~ ~ ffilj ~t lP*f ~ urQ:rr- .311uafl 
w Cfinr m ¢t ff ·urt cpffi E11m-
~ a aft 4 $T ~ urm lm 311~aA 
Jll rJOII ~ if ~iTT ~T ~ 'tTTirr 
ctUT 'i'6!Jll~afl 3fJfT ~ ~T J1 JUJf1 . . 
~ ~-)UJIJct!li ~ ~ r:rr ~ 
dJlf J:R"R ~ t~ cpnfl t1CT Jll uJf'l 
J$crr m t)e I UJf) ~ ffrtT rrf 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 11,1919, Vo1.13, pp.56-57. 
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(ITCfi ~ ~ tl'lb ~ ffGfT 311 uaf) . . 
YuJ ..-qJII ;{) ~ fft ~ ~ ~rft ~ qm 

• • 

m'f cvt UTQ trft m Q71T 311 nat) J.1 . . 
3. A document in Urdu entitled "Dekho to ek 

alam viran ho raha hai". 

4. A document in Hindi, viz, a poem "Vichar mein 

kyon baithe ho7". 

5. Mr.Arundale 1 s "Home Rule for India". 

6. Mrs.Annie Besant's "Home Rule". 

7. A book "America Bhraman" by Swami Satyadao. 

a. Mrs.Annie Besant 1 s "Home Rule" in Hindi. 

9. The 'Bhagwat Gita 1 in English and Hindi, 

2 translated by Mrs.Besant. 

Sub-Inspector,Irtiza Husain,made the following 

list of the articles recovered from Karhori Lal 8 s house, as 

a result of the search which was made from 7 to 9 p.m. by 

the light of lantern. In the upper part of the house some 

papers were founds-

1 • 

2. 

1. Four copies of "Bharatvarsh Ki Dasha Aur 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. list of Exhibits, 
Part I, Exhibit No.56 (Poem in Hindi recovered 
from the "atta" of Gopi Nath on December 1, 1919), 
V o 1. 8 , p. 4 7 • Pl e. a s. e. s e e A p ~ e.. n d .:i. "' - X 1 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 11,1919, Vol.13, pp.56-57. 
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hamara kartab". 

2. Book entitled 'The trial of Tilak' in Hindi 

and English. 

3. 20 copies of the Hindi leaflet entitled "Kill 
. 1 

the English and be Free". 

The arms and other articles were recovered from a 

room locked from outside, the lock being broken by one Din 

Dayal. They were as follows:-

1. A bandolier containing eighteen cartridges. 

(12 bore). 

2. 60 loaded and 3 empty - 380 bore revolver 

cartridges done up in a piece of cloth. 

3. 6 large revolvers cartridges - 455 bore and 

70 gun caps in a tin box and a tin of phone-

graph needles, all in a small markin bag. 

4. A spade without handle. 

5. An axe head. 

6. An iron chisel. 

7. Two swords in sheaths. 

B. A S.B. topidar pistol, loaded. 

9. A new S.B. topidar pistol. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------
1 • Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State 

ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 11, 1919, Vol.13, pp.56-57. 
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10. Another S.B. topidar pistol. 

11. Another S.B. topidar pistol. 

12. A double barrel topidar pistol with one 

barrel loaded. 

13. A barrel of a pistol. 

14. A dagger (bichua) in sheath. 1 

15. A katar in sheath. 

16. A spear with a movable head. By unscrewing 

the head the shaft was converted into an 

ordinary lath i. 

17. SY4 chittacks of large and small shot in an 

earthen pot. 

1 B. A bundle of large and small shot weighing 

1BY4 chittacks. 

19. A pot containing rather over 2 chittacks of 

English gunpowder. 

20. The trigger mechanism of a pistol consisting 

of the lock, trigger, guard in two pieces 

and an iron pin, all wrapped up in a piece 

of cloth. 

21. 12Y2 chittack s of English and Hindi printers• 

type. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Reocrd. State 
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 11, 1919, Vol.13, p.57. 
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22. An iron ramrod about 12Y2" long. 

23. A bottle of mercury. 

24. 5 whistles. 

25. B Khaki Police Coats. 1 

After the searches Dalpat Singh was taken to the 

Kotwali and he remained there all night. In the morning he 

was taken to the Superintendent of Police's house where he 

remained till 1.30 p.m. 2 The District Magistrate was 

informed of the arms and other articles recovered and went 

to see them at the Superintendent of Police's bunglaw at 

about 9 a.m. Dalpat was already there. After inspecting 

all the articles and conferring with the Superintendent of 

Police, the District Magistrate thought it desirable to 

question Dalpat further. Thus Dalpat•s statement was 

recorded again by the District Magistrate that day, i.e., 

December 2, 1918. The District Magistrate's purpose in 

questioning Dalpat Singh that day, was to work out the 

1 • ( i) 

(ii) 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. State 
ment of Sub-Inspector, Irtiza Husain, dated 
June 11, 1919, Vol.13, p.SB. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. ~lice File No.113, 
Letter to Deputy Inspector General of Police from 
Biggane, Assistant to Deputy Inspector General 
of Police, C.I.D., U.P., dated December 7, 1918, 
p. 2P. 
Maineuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. State~ 
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 1919, Vol.12~ 
p.2B. 



:?32 

Nagle Jasrath dacoity. He questioned Dalpat from the 

information he already possessed about the dacoity. 1 

Dalpat Singh said he had taken part in the dacoity and 

mentioned the names of some others who were in it as being 

- Dammi Lal, Prabhakar, Ram Narayan, three men of Alipur, 

one of them a teacher in village Tindauli, Gopi Nath, 

Chandradhar, Sheo Krishna, Pratap Singh. The rest of the 

gang, he said, came from Kanpur, Agra and Ajmer and 

appeared from the English that they spoke to be students 

2 of B.Ao and M.A. classes. After making the statement 

before the Magistrate, Dalpat Singh was lodged in the jail. 3 

On December 2, 1918, Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 

the District Coilector of Mainpuri wrote to the 

Commissioner, Agra Division, saying - "I have to report a 

very important seizure of arms, ammunitions, shot, powder, 

papers and old police uniforms, etc., in a house in Mainpuri 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. Sessions Record. State
ment of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, District 
Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1918, Vol.13, 
p.257. 

Mainpuri ConsPiracy Case,Police file No.113. Copy 
of a demi-official letter from Superintendent of 
Police, Mainpuri to tne Deputy Inspector General 
of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 1918, p.20~ 

Maineuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. 
statement of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 1919, 
Vol.12, p.28 •. 
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town which revealed the existence of an extensive revolu-

tionary and anarchist society here •••••• The case is 

sufficiently important to be taken in hand immediately by 

the C.I.D." 

In this report, he also pointed out that a number 

of copies of the leaflets which had been pasted up in large 

numbers in Mainpuri and some other districts had also been 

1 recovered among the papers found in the house. 

Karhori Lal in whose house the arms, etc., had 

been found and who had absconded after the search 

surrendered himself on his own accord at the District 

Magistrate's house on the,December 3, 1918. The District 

Magistrate recorded his statement under section 164 Criminal 

2 Procedure Code. This statement, however, proved to be of 

little value. He admitted membership of the society and 

named another member already deeply implicated by the 

. . 1 . f t• 3 
or1g1na 1n orma 1on, i.e., Gopi Nath, who he said used 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter No.28, dated 
December 2, 1918, from Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
District Collector of Mainpuri to the Commi
ssioner, Agra Division, p.3. 

!Bi&·,Copy of a demi-official letter No.29,dated 
December 6, 1918, from Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
Collector of Mainpuri to the Commissioner, Agra 
Division, p.249. 

!Bii•• Report by Biggane, Assistant to Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, C.I.D., U.P., on 
December 7, 1918, p.209. 
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to bring the arms in from time to time and also take them 

h . d 1 away w en requ~re • 

On December 3, 1918, the Superintendent of Police, 

Mainpuri, submitted a "detailed and formal report" to the 

Deputy Inspector General of Police, Range 1. The Report 

dealt with Dalpat Singh's statement made to the District 

Magistrate on December 1, 1918, with the searches and 

recoveries made as a consequence. The following were 

mentioned as being under arrest:-

Sidh Gopal, Gopi Nath, Babu Ram, Dalpat Singh, 

She o Krishna, Ch andradh ar, Salig Ram ( Karho r i 

Lal was renting his house), Karhori Lal and 
' 2 
Dammi lal. 

The report further dealt with the second state-

ment given by Dalpat Singh on December 2, 1918, regarding 

the Nagla Jasrath dacoity. The Superintendent of Police 

went on to report to the Deputy Inspector General of Police 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter No.29, dated 
December 6, 1918, from Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
Collector of Mainpuri to the Commissioner, Agra 
Division, p.249. 

Ibid., Copy of a demi-official letter from 
Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, Range 1, dated 
December 3, 1918, pp.199-205. 
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that he had arranged for the immediate arrests of all men 

belonging to that district. 1 And that following the orders 

of the latter requiring the arrests of the men at Agra and 

Tundla, two men of the gang had been taken into custody, 

but nothing incriminating had been found on them - they 

were Sidh Nath and Lila Dhar. 2 He also reported that the 

District Magistrate had stopped him from taking any action 

against Gulab Singh, Digbijai Singh and Jagdamba Singh, 

until something more was discovered against them. Digbijai 

Singh was a leading Chauhan Thakur Zamindar of the District 

and ~as also an Hon'y Magistrate and the President of the 

° Chattri' Sabha. He was a k een• Arya samajist' o Gulab 

Singh ~as also a Chauhan Thakur Zamindar, who even held 

arms lie ence s and Jagd a mba Singh was also a Chauhan Thakur 

and a keen 'Arya Samajist•.
3 

It was also remarked that 

most of the students whose names had come out, were known 

to be of seditionist tendencies, their names having come 

out once before, in the enquiry made about the leaflets by 

Sub-Inspector, Jagannath of the C. I .Do and that they were 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Ca~, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter from Superinten
dent of Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 
1 91 8, pp. 205-207. 

I bid. 

I bid. , p. 207. 
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all 'Arya 5amajists•. 1 

Next, Deputy Inspector General of Police, Mr.M.C. 

Tweedie issued orders to have a thorough search made of the 

belongings of Ram Narayan, who was studying in the Agra 

Medical School and the recoveries were to be sent to 

Mainpuri. The Station Officer, Kotwali, was ordered to 

arrest Ram Narayan and take him to Mainpuri. A 11 book s a nd 

papers were to be taken into possession. This order was to 

be shown to the Principal. 2 In accordance with the orders, 

on the morning of December 3, 1918, Ram Narayan's room in 

his absence was forced open, in the presence of the Police 

and his belongings searched. In his box was discovered, 3 

4 a .450 five chambered revolver in a leather holster, 

101 rounds of ammunition 5 ( 83 revolvers and 18 rifle 

1 0 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Copy of a demi-official letter from Superinten
dent of Police, Mainpuri, to the Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, Range 1, dated December 3, 
1918, p.207. 

~., Extract from a letter from M.C. Tweedie 
Esq., Deputy Inspector General of Police 

dated December 3, 1918, p.271. 

Ibid., D.O.No.3610/62-3 of December 5, 1918, to 
Colonel Mactaggart from E.J.O'Meara, p.271. 

!Bi£., Report by c. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C. I .D., dated January 3, 
1919, p.317. 

Ibid., D.O.No.3610/62-3, of December 5, 1918, to 
Colonel.Mactaggart from E.J. O'Meara, p.271. 



cartridges1 ), eight double edge daggers, 2 well sharpened 

and well kept. In his box were also found a number of 

seditious poems in Hindi and one in Urdu as well as a Hindi 
. 3 

form of oath of membership. The following is a Hindi 

translation of .the poem in Urdu recovered from the posse-

ssion of Ram Narayan:-

1 • 

2. 

.. ~C:Ul I d ~ "QTE t glT crTtm ijJ eT Q1~ 
EmPT ~ GrN Ti 3fN ~ amr qjsf}-. . 
El1 q- CftTT ~ ~ -g~ me ~ UEff 
3m rrto 'ijl 3fTitT -;nff wr UTrtmt Q)T .g 3f*f 

. . 
~ U11l'WlT ITli if ~ -ru-m ~"f 3frJT urm- 3f~ 

liiT iif1I ~ ~tlT 6li U1""l7f ~ ~ IT~ 

~ =errrrr * ~ ~ Q1T :mr cp$ff 

~ ~ ~ 11UTT grr urrtffi"T Q1T m Jr~ 
grR ll:rcrr cp"f PJff ~ 3m rrfq ~ ~I q I vr 
ljr (f)~ wrro El1l g!f urrn Ql $ff . 

" ~ ". ~ A f Q~ E"T ET Eli 411W 'tlt! IU 1¢114, l:ffi U I ur.-,, • 

3ffl ~ UTR ~ Uf6f Cfhr ~ Elf Qi :lft-

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Judgment, Part II. 
Vol. 11 , p. 5. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
D.O.No.3610/62-3, of December 5, 1918, to Colonel 
Mactaggart from E.J. O'Meara, p.271. 

Ibid., Report by C. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated January 3, 
1919, p.317. 
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;r~ sm cp ffll t'1 11rl E1T ;r ~ cp str 
11IT ~~~~J1 ~ Elf ~ ffi-r;grr 3f~ 
m Bff1 f5ltl IT gffl f5ltl 3fTE 311 ean ~ 
t'1t crrt- ~ rnRtT tiJdTT en- mo ~ am -;rtt 
wPrr Qi3ft- 9"~ mm, 31 I ~ I JOl ~eft -;ffiT " I 
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The box was sealed with the Superintendent of 

Hostel's seal and handed over to the Police. 2 Ram 

Narayan could not be arrested at the time. Regarding this 

the Principal of the Agra Medical School, Mr. E.J. O'Meara 

claimed that if the Police hcd come direct to him in the 

first place, Ram Narayan would have been captured there and 

then as he h~ been in the former's office only a few 

3 
minutes before. The same evening at 9.30 p.m. Mr.0 1 Meara 

received information that Ram Narayan was in a hostel known 

as "Calcutta House". He immediately telephones to the 

'Kotwali' for 16 constables in plain clothes, who were 

promptly despatched. But one of them on guard at one of the 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case. List of Exhibits, 
Part II, Exhibit No.249, Vol.B, p.597. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
D.O.No.3610/62-3, of December 5, 1918, to Colonel 
Mactaggart from E.J. O'Meara, p.271. 

I bid. 



239 

doors, allowed six students to pass unchallenged, among 

1 whom was Ram Narayan, who once again managed to get away. 

The Police now thought it necessary to turn over 

the case to the C.I.D. The Superintendent of Police in a 

report suggested that "the case needs very careful handling 

2 by more than an officer of the C.I.D. Accordingly, 

Mr. Biggane, Assistant to Deputy Inspector General of Police 

C.I.D., U.P., deputed Mr. Mukherji, Deputy Superintendent 

of Police and Inspector Hukam Chand, who had recently made 

a careful study of all the information regarding Mainpuri 

and were about to proceed there to make enquiries. In a 

letter to the Chief Secretary, he reported - "Mainpuri has 

for the last two years and specially since the distribution 

of seditious leaflets last february given cause for 

. "3 uneas1ness. Biggane further suggested to the Deputy 

Inspector General of Police, C.I.D., Mr. Kaye that the 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Demi-official letter No.3610/62-3, of December 5, 
1918, to Colonel Mactaggart by E.J. O'Meara, 
p.271. 

Ibid., Copy of a Demi-official letter from 
Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri to the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, Range 1, dated 
December 3, 1918, p.207. 

Ibid., Letter to Chief Secretary from N. Biggane, 
Assistant to Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
C.I.D., U.P., dated December 3, 1918, p.1B3.\ 
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presence of a European Officer would be desirable. 1 

On December 5, 1918, the enquiry was made over to 

Mr. Mukherji, Deputy Superintendent, 2 C.I.D. On the 5th 

itself the District Magistrate along with the Superinten-

dent of Police and Mr. Mukherji, inspected the house from 

which the arms and other articles had been recovered. A 

large number of articles were taken possession of. The 

Superintendent of Police and Mr. Mukherji pointed out that 

certain books and papers were important and should have 

been t a k en p o ss e s s ion o f
3 

e. g • a book of poem s, ' K u 1 i 

Prathe 0 , 'Swatantrata Debi 1 , 'Swadeshi Andolan and Boycott•, 
. . 4 

'Swadeshi Kavya Pushpenjali'. 

1 0 

2. ( i) 

( ii) 

4. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
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Assistant to Deputy Inspector General of Police, 
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On December 5, 1918, Mr.Mukherji recorded Dalpat 

Singh's statement and also questioned him. Inspector Hukum 

Chand of the C.I.D. was also present. Dalpat Singh conti-

nued his statement on the 6th. It took all their time on 

both days apart from rest and meals. On these two days 

Dalpat did not see the Collector. 1 He saw him on December 

1, 1918, when the District Magistrate recorded a third 

2 statement of his. 

The Deputy Inspector General of Police had 

reported that Genda Lal, who had been arrested in Gwalior 

eaxly in 1918, was the leader of the society and that the 

police tried to get a statement from him in Gwalior but he 

would not speak. On December 7, 1918, Biggane reported 

that "Now we have material for extradition." 3 

1 • 

2. 

The need was felt for a full and searching 

~puri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Dalpat Singh, dated June 6, 1919, Vol.12, 
p.28. 

Ibid., Statement of Rai Radha Raman Bahadur, 
District Magistrate, Mainpuri, dated July 3, 1919, 
Vol.13, p.257. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113 • 
Memo of Biggane, Assistant to Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, C.I.D., U.P., to the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, dated December 7, 
1918, p.209. 
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enquiry, which would extend to many districts. 1 The 

Deputy Inspector General of Police, Range 1, wrote to the 

Assistant to Deputy Inspector General of Police, C.I.D., 

U.P. that the deputation of a special Superintendent was 

very necessary. He wrote:-

"My impression of the business is that the 

conspiracy is a very wide spread and far 

reaching one and that the society is connected 

with others which are existent in a number of 

2 places. n 

It was decided definitely that the investigation 

must be in competent hand and the choice fell unanimously 

on Mr. Sands, who was considered the most competent to 

J carry out the work. Thus, Mr. C. E.ltJ. Sands, Superinten-

dent of Police, C.I.D. was placed on special duty for the 

1 • 

2. 

J. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police file No.113. 
Note by Mr. Kaye, Inspector General of Police, 
United Provinces, dated November 27, 1919, p.161. 

~., Copy of a demi-official letter dated 
December 6, 1918, from Deputy Inspector General 
of Police, Range 1, to the Assistant to the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, C.I.D., U.P., p.193. 

Ibid., Notes and orders, dated December 8, 1918, 
p.443. 



purpose of investigations and was given various officers 

of the C.I.D. to assist him. 1 He received his orders on 

December 9, 1918, and arrived at Mainpuri on December 10, 

1 91 8. 2 

1 • 

2. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Police File No.113. 
Note by Mr. Kaye, Inspector General of Police, 
U.P., dated November 27, 1919, p.161. 

Mainpuri Conspiracy Case, Sessions Record. State
ment of Mr •. c. E. w. Sands, Superintendent of 
Police on Special Duty, C.I.D., dated July 5, 
~919, Vo1.13, p.284. 
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