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PREFACE 

The thesis is intended as a study of a most intriguing 

feature of our life in the metropolis of Kolkata. The city was 

once the cradle of renaissance in the eastern part of India. 

Social reforms and new religious movements, implementation 

of novel educational systems based upon the British model, 

establishment of a University, emergence of literature and 

poetry of a new age and consciousness were few of the path 

breaking events of consequence that marked the Capital City 

of the British Indian Empire. Of these, the most momentous 

was women's education, both at the school and college levels. 

Among social reforms, the Widow Remarriage Act and the 

Consent Bill were greeted with both enthusiasm and derison. 

There were women poets, painters, novelists and social 

activists even in the early years of the history of the 

metropolis. Many of them had encountered the existential 

issues of boredom and sought to escape into freedom, not by 

becoming working women as bread or wage earners either for 

themselves or for their family, but by an oblique and reified 

manner of their mode of creativity. The poet Kal!li_n~_~oy ~-

case in p~i~!· She was a beautiful graduate Hindu widow and 

belonged to the cultural elite of the city of Kolkata. She met 

the Japanese artist, critic and writer Kazuo Okakura, and an 

affair developed between them. An exchange of letters 

followed for years. But Kamini never thought of leaving her 

hearth and home for the sake of her love for Okakura. Her 
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poetry ripened and glowed with her sadness. This might not 

have been the case today and the entire Kamini - Okakura 

episode seems outmodish to the contemporary sensibility, an 

waste of human existential values. Nor did Kamini ever think 

of taking up a job, what she could do, in order to have an 

escape or freedom from her tradition bound mourings of her 

family. There was no interpreter of her malady then. 

After the Second World War the rate of inflation went 

up and that made life quite difficult, and the need and 

desirability of a subsidiary income gradually came to be felt. 

The concept of working - woman was not unknown to the 

society, for house-maids were there although they did not 

belong to the middle class segment of society. Euphemistically 

they were designated as 'jhi' in Bengali, meaning daughter. 

For quite sometime, with the spirit of urbanisation getting 

more hold on the metropolitan psyche, they have come to be 

designated as 'Kajer lok', not any more belonging to the 

family, but an outsider who, on payment, lends her hand in 

household chores like cooking, washing linen, dusting and 

sweeping, even baby-sitting. The chaste sanskrit word dasi is 

no longer in usage. The members of the class of dasis have 

often been abused by their male employers, if they were 

young. This prerogative of the employer male is now difficult 

to come by, nor is it taken for granted. House-maids today 

forms a distinct class, though an economically unorganized 

sector, but a self-conscious wage or bread earner for their own 

families. They negotiate the terms and conditions of 

employment, and demand for respectable working 
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atmosphere. The middle class working women in the 

metropolis have become in many ways dependent on their 

maids. They do much of the household chores that their 

mistresses earlier performed. No sociological study of these 

working women has yet been undertaken, though, a few sharp 

short-stories have been written and that too by recent women 

writers. House maids exist in parallel existence with the 

middle class working women. We are yet to discover 

'humanity' in them. 

With the partition of Bengal, the influx of the middle 

class people from across the border brought about a change in 

the composition of the population in the metropolis and its 

suburbs. In order just to survive women of the displaced 

middle class families went forth looking for jobs and help 

their families financially. Initially teaching in schools and 

colleges attracted the educated women. These were looked 

upon as "safe" and respectable. Even now educated women 

seem to have a priority choice for teaching jobs. In course of 

time more job opportunities became available, and employers 

also relaxed their preference for male employees. Today . 

educated women can be seen working in almost every sector 

of job, fringed of course by a few self-employing jobs like 

running a cafeteria, or a beauty parlour or a garment store. 

Recently modeling has become most talked about and 

lucrative. It is an entirely novel world to be taken into 

account. 
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Our focus in the present study is a limited one. Working 

under the constraints of access and mobility I am obliged to 

confine myself to my cultural neighbourhood and have in 

view educated working married women from Bengali middle 

class families. They comprise a sensitive, self-conscious, often 

assertive, at times compromising, practical segment of the 

urban psyche of the city of Kolkata. N arendranath Mitra in a 

quite a few of his stories had portrayals of working women, 

sometime as a telephone operator (Durabhasini) or an office 

employee (Mahanagar). Satyajit Ray made a film on the latter 

and it throws the problem of married working women vis-a

vis their conjugal life. It was a highly sensitive documentation 

of a delicate human situation. This study seeks to achieve a 

similar effect though in another mode. 

The study is divided into two parts : Philosophical and 

Empirical. In the philosophical part I have ventured to 

understand the concepts related with the married working 

woman's existential crises, her means of escape and her 

decisions. A woman may opt to work or take up a job for 

diverse reasons. Pramila Kapoor's study of these reasons, and 

their outcome, pleasant and unpleasant, is worth mentioning. 

Kapoor's study is focussed on the women around Delhi and 

its suburbs. The present study differs from Kapoor's. She did 

not go in for understanding the predicament of the women in 

the light of generalities of the human condition, like boredom 

and freedom. I believe that a purely descriptive study tells us 
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nothing of moment. It simply shows, but does not ~ 

anything of significance. Sociology can not perhaps dispense 

with its philosophically reflective role. Nor did its founding 

fathers intend it. 

Since culture is a historical process, in order to 

understand a social phenomenon requires it to be seen in the 

perspective of its historical development. Accordingly, the 

philosophical part of the thesis has a chapter on the formative 

forces that have been operative in the emergence of the 

modern middle class Bengali women. 

The second part of the thesis is Empirical and much in 

tune with the mode and manner of sociological research. The 

data have been collected, put into the form of tables/ 

diagrams, and then interpreted. 

Finally, I have my observations taking both the 

philosophical and the empirical parts together. We have not 

taken the woman in abstraction, we have seen her as a 

member of a family. For our study the woman is a spouse of 

someone, a mother who stands in varied matrimonial 

relations. The relationships oblige her to play her game, either 

she plays it well to others' advantage or to her own 

advantage. In and through playing the game she comes to 

herself. At one pole of our being we are at the mercy of social 

and historical (including the economic) forces, at the other we 

are self conscious, thereby free beings. The problem that 
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remains is that how the married working woman succeeds in 

harmonizing the polarities, both for herself as well as for her 

daughters. Her creative handling of the predicament may 

have some important message for her spouse as well. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Dilthey had introduced the term "hermeneutics" to 

denote the discipline concerned with the investigation and 

interpretation of human behaviour and institutions as 

essentially intentional. In Existentialism, it implies enquiry 

into the purpose of human existence. In the proposed project 

"hermeneutics" would be employed in an inter-disciplinary 

manner, bridging in a way Sociology and existential 

outlook. A study, based on the beahviour of partners in 

marriage living in the metropolitan city of Kolkata, would 

be undertaken and interpreted in terms of such categories as 

Structure, Experience of Boredom, Escape from Boredom 

and Search for Freedom etc., as also of the paradoxes 

generated thereby. 

The method would mainly be analytical - descriptive 

with reference to the phenomena of social conventions, 

expectations, rout!nisation of life, alienation, monotony and 

creativity etc, as they manifest or surface in the relationship 

of partners in marriage in a metropolitan scenario. A part of 

the project would be concerned with an understanding of 

the existential framework of the relationship in marriage. In 

this part of the scheme we shall try to explicate the feelings 

of boredom, escape and freedom on the part of the actors 

within the marriage syndrome. The usual method for 

sociological thinking consists of observation of data and 

generalisation. The data in the present context are 



inextricably ideological, since metropolitan life is invariably 

subject to the interplay of ideological forces. Life in a 

metropolis is also exposed to factors such as political or 

economic. Either of these is enough to generate feelings of 

frustration and anxiety. Without denying the causal efficiency 

of such factors, marriage-parters amongst the educated 

middle class, employed in a metropolitan area, are motivated 

more by ideological considerations besides others. 

In his Man in the Modern Age, the philosopher Karl 

Jaspers has offered an important insight into the plight of the 

family and home-life in modern-day conditions. Conventional 

connubial relations screech under the stress of the commercial 

mentality of the age. There is technicisation of love, growing 

eroticisation of it, frequency of abortion, ever increasing 

incidence of divorce and loosening of sex from marrige. The 

study would include consideration of city-based working 

women in this focus. 

Metropolitan cities thrive on the tension between 

tradition and modernity, between the ethics of law and the 

ethics of situation. The ethics of law imposes a predetermined 

pattern to live by. Life in rural agricultural communities, as 

well as in smaller towns, is often lived securely under the 

sovereignty of laws, customs, social conventions and the local 

ethos. The notion of "situation" is hardly encountered there. 

Rural societies are usually governed by the ethics of Law. But 

urbanity, properly so-called, and more so in a metropolis, 
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tends diminish the rule-element in the lives and belief

systems of people. They tend to think that their actions are 

determined, or need to be determined by the unique situation 

in which they find themselves. There is a garb of anonymity 

and ambiguity in respect of roles and identity of the persons 

in metropolitan situations. They find themselves 'thrown' in 

the situations. Gradually a kind of anti-nomianism 

(alienation, anomie) arises. 

Further, life In a metropolis is futuristic; people tend 

to live in terms of projects (Sartre, Simon de Beavoiur). An 

ethic that stresses law is an ethic that looks to the past, to 

tradition, custom, the way things have always been done. 

Such an ethic brings stability, emotional security, but also 

the danger of stagnation. An ethic that stresses the 

situation is, on the contrary, future-oriented; it looks to the 

new; an action is determined· with regard to the new. In a 

metropolis the conditions of life change fast; we have to meet 

situations that are new and for which no exact rules or 

precedents seem available. Metropolitan life seeks an ethic 

that takes the risk of emphasizing the situation rather than 

the law, the future and the new rather than the traditional. 

Observations : (a) It is point of common observation 

that in a metropolis, when partners in marriage are of middle

class upbringing, educated and both of them are working, 

they find/ seek surplus relationships within the framework of 

the conven tiona! ones in the family. The data in support of the 
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observation is neither meagre nor deviant. The partners of the 

above description do not reject or discard their conventional 

roles; they do attach a value of their roles as wives, husbands, 

and parents; they do not always break away from their 

obligations to the persons-in-law either. And yet their ideas 

about the quality of life at the emotional plane, in its total 

significance, is found to be inadequately realisable within 

their conventional and routeine roles. There remains, even 

grows, a longing or demand for something new, an 

expectation for a novel manner of realizing one's 

individuality beyond the confines of the monotony of married 

life. A relief from the routine is earnestly looked for; and the 

situations the working women in a metropolis face, and at 

times voluntarily encounter, promise such a relief. 

(b) The married and working woman seeking relief 

from her routine existence, craves for something different. 

Her experiments with the modes of relief from routine may, in 

the beginning, start at her home with her spouse as well as 

her children and the inmates of the family. These consist of 

eating out on Sundays, going for a cinema show or a 

theatrical performance; if some extra money is available, 

shopping may be planned, and looking for avenues to 

acquire gadgets and so on. But it has also been observed 

that boredom sets in sooner or later, and what at one time 

appeared new gets routinised and old enough to be 

unattractive. 
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(c) Extra work outside the bounds of the family 

undobtedly has its hardships. But it nevertheless provides 

scope for release of pent-up energy, making it possible to 

realize one's surplus self. Roles within the marriage 

relationship tend to exhaust and to an extent delimit one's 

creative potentials by pinning one down to acknowledged or 

conventional framework. Entering into an ambiguous or 

unconventional relationship has it s brighter aspect of 

activating surplus or creative side of human beings 

(d) Relevant facts being what they are, one may take 

a deep critical look in this context at the very institution of 

marriage. No doubt, it is the basis of family and familial ties; 

it gives a sort of comradeship and security. But does it not 

also set up ownerhship-oriented relations and attitudes over 

the minds and bodies of persons, hindering the flowering of 

personality? Is not there often revolt within the nuptial 

association, with some form of truce achieved when breading 

out of the purdah (household) is tolerated? In this 

connection, it may not be inappropriate to make an incisive 

probe into the interrelated problems of love, sex and 

marriage. 

Paradoxes of the adventure : 

The tryst with unacknowledged relationship outside 

marriage has its own problems. 
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(i) What once seemed new and fresh may come to be felt to 

have become conventionalized as soon as expectations begin 

to arise. (ii) The lure of freedom may prove itself to be a 

delusion, and boredom sets in. (iii) Married women social 

workers have complained that their sense of freedom has got 

lost in the interactive situation as expectations begin to 

define their roles. Restrictive demands of social service rob 

away even the last vestige of freedom. This may happen in 

the case of political workers as well. Personal relationships, 

just as ideological relationships, tend to bind rather than 

enfranchise. Boredom appears to be an inescapable factor of 

the unregenerate human situation. 

Dialectics of Strucutre and Freedom : 

Marriage is a strucutred relationship. It is conventional, 

routinized in so far as the roles of the partners are 

concerned, and arous expectations apropos the roles. The 

structure restricts deviations from the roles and 

expectations. It is an acknowledged relationship and hence 

public. Individuals within the structure of marriage are not. 

identified as individuals perse, rather with the roles. There 

obtains a tension within the structure between individuality 

of the partners vis-a-vis their roles. The tension is perhaps 

more acutely felt by the wife, more so if she is educated and 

has an access to a wider world beyond her family in 

connection with her job in a crowded city. 
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It is also a fact that structure has its credits; it is secure, 

comforting and not ridden with anxiety. Freedom, on the 

other hand, as destructed escape from acknowledged 

relationship is private, socially ambiguous and undefined in 

terms of roles. 

It is also found that no permanent escape to freedom is 

possible. Structure is entered into for convenience, security 

and social identity. But its public character, entailing 

acknowledged roles and expectations, is experienced as 

unduly restrictive and a consequent loss of personal identity. 

Destructuring factors in a metropolis : 

(i) Education, awareness about the value of personal 

selfhood, and alternative models of goods life. 

(ii) Technology giving leisure from household chores, the 

media disseminating wider perspectives of life. (iii) The 

motorpolitan life demands expensive standard of living, and 

offers avenues for making a higher standard of life possible. 

(iv) Structural rigidity is lessened in the anonymous crowd. 

There is a taste of freedom as escapes from strucure become 

viable while still retaining the structure. The metropolitan 

working woman seeks enjoyment of fulfilment both within 

and beyond the structure of marriage relationship. 
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Ethical Significance of the Metropolitan Scene : 

Respect for individual freedom is a value of recent 

origin. Mill and Russell have argued forcefully in its 

favour. Awareness of the value of individual freedom has 

gone a long way in making the structure less rigid, and 

sometimes, a little too loose. There is a consequential bi

focality among the married women of metropolis. In the way 

of realizing their individual freedom they have bro-ken the 

rigidity of the structure without at the same time destroying 

it. They enjoy a sort of double citizenship, structural as 

well as non - structural identities. Between the extremes of 

losing their identities in the structure and that of casting 

away every traditinoal commitment, the metropolitan 

married woman chooses the mean between the two. She 

seeks to create a relatioship that lossens her chains. The 

quest of self-perfection has taken the metropolitan married 

woman outside the structure, beyond her routinized, 

acknowledged relationship with her spouse. She looks for a 

new identity. For her a new ethical code has yet to emerge. 

Towards the closing sections of the Communist Manifesto 

Marx had deplored the woman's loss of individual identity in 

Capitalist society. The logic or the exploitation of women 

was sketched by Engels in The Origin of Private Property, State 

and the Family. The insight and wisdom of these writings have 

become evident in the existential 

women. They are no longer 

traditional vocabulary of empty 
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seem to have come to self-consciousness, and refuse to be 

identified without remainder with their roles in the 

structure. By escaping form the structure, women today are 

seeking to evolve their potentials and further dimensions of 

creativity beyond it. This is a move, not intended to the 

contra-strucutral, rather asructural. A revision of the entire 

concept of relationship between spouses may have to be 

undertaken, as in Camus' story "The Adulterous Woman". A 

novel idea of friendship as value, irrespective of the 

structure of marriage, has already taken roots in 

metropolitan society. The nature, implications and 

significance of it deserves another study, and there is 

already a growing literature, novels and stroies around the 

phenomena of extra-marital affinities and friendships. 

An essential part of the project will be based on the 

responses of married working women and men to a 

questionnaire. This will be taken up in the second part of the 

thesis. 
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IMAGE OF THE FAMILY 

In examining the literature of . the family we are 

immediately overwhelmed with contradictory claims and 

interpretations. We find support for sharply different 

definitions of the family. Some authors stress its territorial 

dimension, focussing on the household, that physical unit 

made of kin and others living together, sharing daily life on a 

primary, face-to-face basis. Legel experts stress biologiical 

relationships. Other scholars look at kinship and family as an 

attitude, a self-defined identification with or among a group 

of individuals who exist for each other psychologically and 

socially, however geographically remote they may be. Mass 

communication and transportation make a new kind of unit 

feasible, one composed of dispersed membership based on 

perceived emotional proximity and interaction rather than 

face-to-face contact. All of these definitions are entirely 

sensible. 

Neither is there agreement on the family's current state 

of health. There are scholars who claim that the family is 

imperilled, shrinking, on the verge of collapse or 

disappearance. Others, with as much authority, assert that the 

family is merely in flux, responsive to altered external 

conditions, its changes reflect its viability. It is, they say, 

notoriously flexible and indeed there is even reason to think 

that the family is more important than it ever was. 

10 



Nor do we find concensus on how the family has 

changed. One set of studies claims that the family is growing 

steadily smaller, less important, and lesss satisfying; that 

before widespread urbanisation and modernization, the family 

was extended, larger, more important and happier than at 

present. Another set of studies claims that such a view is an 

idealization, that in the past the family was never so large, 

nor emotionally satisfying; indeed premodern families were 

characterized by emotional indifference, violence, and 

corruption. Another group of investigators suggests that 

nuclear family forms are not nearly so common in our time as 

once was supposed, that the current view is idealized and 

sentimental. In this thicket of interpretations, reliable, 

extensive data are found for every view and claim. 

Moreover, there are other contradictions. The modern 

family has been called a sanctuary that succors its beset 

members from competitiveness and impersonality of the 

outside world. And indeed it is a refuge for many. But this 

kind of family and home has at times been the man's castle, 

maintained for him by his wife and children. Often, for all, 

the family has become less refuge than prison, and the 

growing members of refugees from the family runaway 

children, permanently defecting adolescents, wives, and 

husbands - disturb those who prefer to concentrate on its 

protectiveness of members from the public domain. The 

family's very closeness, privacy, and the protracted intimacy 
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among members have been viewed by some as generating 

violence, mental disorders, and human incapacitaion. When a 

historian calls the family "a haven", a feminist calls it 

"oppresive" and a child psychologist labels it 

"schizophrenogenic". 

The family has its own special peculiarities and special 

hazards as an object of study. And these hazards contribute to 

the great diversity of viewpoints. We must be aware that 

objectivity in family-study is less possible than in most social 

subjects, for everyone has experiences in a family, and there 

are no control groups. No one is impartial without powerful 

positive and negative emotions in the subject. It is so since by 

definition the experiences in the family, the first and deepest 

that a human being knows, shape the individual more 

profoundly than any other set of social-cultural forces. In a 

sense, everyone is an expert on the family and has an opinion, 

deriving ultimately from unarguable premises of first-hand 

knowledge. The family is what the Freudians might call a · 

highly cathected notion, gathering to itself powerful opinions, 

laden with emotions. In one sense, the family is only an idea, 

itself a construct, nothing more than an image; for we cannot 

know it impartially, and it is never completely separated from 

our fantasies, projections, and unconscious responses. No 

discipline, no methods assure safety from the unconscious. In 

reading, talking and writing about the family, we are writing 

and thinking about ourselves. So family studies necessitate 

the most conscious self-examination we can manage. Claude 
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Levi-Strauss brought out this point in his analysis of how 

totem, functions in simple societies. 1 A tribe uses a totem 

animal with which it identifies to state its relationship to 

other tribes, to nature, to tribal members. Thus the family, 

like a totem is a way of thinking indirectly but practically 

about metaphysical questions, human interdependance, 

solidarity and separateness, collectivities and individuals, 

connections and differences, and the like. Through the family, 

we are showing ourselves to ourselves; family like self, connot 

be recognised except through symbols and metaphors. 

The family has customarily attended to in all cultures its 

"realities". It is seen as the collection of people carrying out 

the irreducible social tasks of creating new members who are 

then protected and trained to become recognizable "people" 

as that it understood in a particular socio-cultural setting. 

Any assemblage for any period of time of two or more 

individuals carrying out these minimum tasks may qualify for 

the label "family". This allows for enormous variation, since 

all that is minimally necessary is a cohabiting couple, and 

soon after, a protective adult. Social geneticists promise us 

that the former requirement may also change, and even new 

artificial insemination is not uncommon. So still farther 

shrinkage of the definition is imaginable. This minimal 

definition coexists along with other definitions, emphasizing 

different features taken up by "family" at various times in 

history and social circumstances. We can then never know 

what the family "really is" and "really not". Speaking of it 
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even in the most simplicistic behaviourist terms, as a 

hypothetical external reality, we do not gain clarity. It is as 

construct that "family" interests us. 

As a construct the family is often used as a particular 

species of idea, what Max Waber labelled as an "ideal type" 2 , 

a form or model that "ideally" has certain features, seldom 

reproduced precisely in nature. The use of an ideal type is to 

identify certain features as "definitive"in order to sharpen our 

observations. But the problem is that we soon tend to forget 

~he heuristic purpose of ideal types and confuse them with 

some reality that inevitably falls short of the model. 

Disappionted expectations take on the power to poison that 

which we have, and which may be serviceable even if 

imperfect. 

As an ideal type the family is conceived of as the 

necessary opposite of "public life". It is quintessentially the 

private (Some feel that the family is the only contemporary 

private) opportunity for vulnerability, trust, intimacy, and 

commitment, for lasting pleasant and peaceful relations, for 

fullness of being in the human realm. The family thus is 

located as the physical site for a vast (and repressed) range of 

human expression, the valid arena where quality of life is a 

concern. It is in the family that we find the opportunity for 

psychologically bearable, non-exploitive, personal life. 
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This sharp contrast between public and private 

intensified family relation inordinately. It might be referred 

to as a cauldron, overheated by its seclusiveness, 

specialization and uniqueness. These factors - cauldronlike 

intensification, separation from and contrast with other social 

arrangements and roles, the confusion of ideal type with 

actuality, and the refixation of a construct - have something 

in common. All of them load down the family impossibly; 

heaping upon it duties, conscious expectations, and the 

inevitable disappointments and resentments that accrue them, 

along with unconscious projection. 

The family is microcommunity, to be sure, and from it 

we draw our first and usually deepest idea about social 

arrangement, authority, hierarchy, equality, and justice. But 

so extreme is the distance between family and the rest of 

society that these ideas are at best irrelevant, at worst 

disruptive. Emile Durkheim's classical analysis holds_ up in 

accounting for the discrepancy3 . As ·a society's division of 

labour grows more complex, and as sufficient number of 

people living together have different ways of life, solidarity 

is based not on fundamental commonality, sameness and 

homogeneity but must arise out of numerous differentiated 

parts whose specialization make them independent. 

Durkheim thus distinguishes "mechanical" and "organic" 

solidarity. As social differentiation continues and diversity 

expands, the overlap of family and polity shrinks, and an 

intervening arrangement, community, comes into being. 
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In the simplest conditions, the husband father is the 

headman or chief, adult brothers and lineage heads etc. are 

kinship relation. Kinship is the idiom in terms of which all 

activities are played out. Kinship is the formulation for all 

relationships. No such thing as unrelated person exists. 

Visitors or strangers must be incorporated into the kinship 

system by adoption or renaming. 

But today the family is a less permeable unit. 

Paradoxically, some argue that in our time and culture, the 

more impermeable the boundaries around the family, setting 

it against from the public domain, the more satisfying and 

successful it is in protecting its members. The other side of 

protection, its shadow side, is severe isolation, certainly as 

dangerous as too much permeation. 

We may mention some additional stresses on the family 

in our time. A number of scholars have noted the 

connenction between the family in its protective sanctuary 

manifestation and the rise of the individual. The "individual" 

as distinct from the human being, is a relatively recent 

occurrence. Colin Morris suggests that the concept of 

"individual be regarded as an eccentricity among cultures"4. 

We may accept Morris's concept of the individual, marked 

by concern with "self", self-discovery, and expression, the 

belief in the uniqueness and value of each human being, 
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the positive valuing of the relation between people; the 

assessment of people in terms of their inner intentions as 

well as their external acts. Morris traces the origins of the 

notion, citing numerous ideological and existential factors, 

the impact of classical Western philisophy and learning, the 

corollary concepts of romantic love and friendship and social 

institutional differentiation. Whatever origins of the concept 

of the individual one wishes to emphasize, there is 

agreement that the family must preserve and succor this 

entity. Lawrence Stone has recently made this point most 

carefully in his discussion of u affective individualism" 5 . In 

groups where several private selves are strongly developed 

and regarded as of equal value, and at the same time where 

collective concerns are placed below individual concerns, 

conflict is inevitable. And when other, usually highly 

sentimental notion about family harmony are superimposed 

on its emphasis on individual expression, the very failure 

to achieve harmony itself creates strain. 

A second feature of the contemporary family also has a 

jenus-like appearance. The protective, permissive family 

allows individuals to flourish, and then must abide by the 

centripetal pulls that flow from such freedom. The family, 

kept aloft and subsidized by external aid, and services, 

finances and support, has also the greater potentiality for 

freedom because of this aid, yet must cope with another 

built-in-strain - the withdrawal of the absolute necessity of 

interdependence for survival, a condition that can buttress 
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as well as tax any organisation. Emotional need is stronger 

than ever between family members. Yet instrumental, 

practical necessities have not deepend or intensified 

proportionately. We witness many other institutions carrying 

functions formerly belonging to the family. Outside agencies 

are contributing a great range of support - medical care, 

financial aid, education of children, and the like. This 

means that a family must choose to remain intact, because 

its members can survive without each other. And remaining 

intact is an extremely difficult choice. Lasch points out in 

Heaven in a Heartless world "As the world grows more 

menacing and insecure and the family fails to offer potection 

from external dangers, all forms of loyalty becomes 

increasingly attenuated" 6 . This option is transformed into 

necessity and brings both advantages and aflictions. 

Knowledge that choice exists, that one may cancel the 

marriage contract, makes it more difficult to put up with 

the dissatisfying, unfulfilling features of the relationship. If 

ambivalence is a natural part of every intimate relationship, 

freedom to leave it often means that ambivalence, instead of 

being regarded as an inevitable fact of human affairs, is 

viewed as unnecessary and disagreeable. 

Our images of the family have changed over time, and 

our modes of producing and receiving images have also 

changed in significant ways that bear heavily on the 

functioning and form of the family and possibly constitute an 

added strain on it. Today, more than ever before in history, 
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we are at the mercy of images. We consume images because 

we are a thoroughly commercial society. A commercial 

society requires a culture based on images. Images soothe 

our worries, lest there be no comprehensible "reality" 

endowing such "reality" with an inevitability and authority 

that inhere only in that which can be stopped, named in 

or framed in our vision. How commercial 

formulations fill the hunger for some order and certainty we 

know too well. The pluralism and diversity of family forms 

are surely a condition that most thoughtful people would 

support. The monolithic, pejorative views of variation have 

at least lost some of their grip on our ideology. But unless 

the immages that surround us reflect that diversity 

honestly and fully, in effect the diversity is reduced to 

aberration and insignificance. We must be as deligent and 

thoughtful about images and our access to them as we are 

about the family itself. Our image -world is a "real" 

world - the well-being of our imagination deserves no less 

care than the "fact" of the family. 
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THE TRUE AND TOTAL WOMAN 

Modern feminism dates directly from nineteenth 

century. Prior to that era the ideal family comprised two 

images : the husband-father and the wife-mother. The wife

mother was expected to confine herself to domestic 

activities, increasingly idealized in the figure of the True 

Woman. She became the centre-piece in a developing cult of 

home. Intrinsically superior (from a moral standpoint) to her 

male partner, the True Woman preserved Home as a safe, 

secure, and "Pure" environment. The children of this 

marital pair were set off as distinctive creatures in their 

own right. 

The family and the community ran together at many 

points, the one was a lively representation of the other. 

Their structure, their guiding values, their inner purposes, 

were essentially the same. The family was a community in 

its own right, a unit of shared experience for all its 

individual members. It was a community of work; young and 

old, male and female laboured together to produce 

subsistance on which the whole group depended. The family 

lived and functioned as a unit. Most leisure-time activities 

consisted largely of visiting friends, relatives, and 

neighbours and were framed in a family context. The basic 

unit was unclear one though non-kins also could, and did, 

join this unit. They lived as regular members of the 
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households. To the such young the "master" and "mistress" 

served in loco parentis. 

Home, the word itself became highly sentimentalized, 

and was pictured as a bastion of peace, of repose, of 

orderliness, of unwavering devotion to people and principles 

beyond the self. The domestic literature of the period, the 

novels of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, and the paradigmatic 

essays on the family by Bhudev Mukherjee, Parivarik 

Prabandha, exemplify the notion of the family where the 

woman of the family, and the children could pass most of 

their hours and days safe from the grinding pressures and 

dark temptations of the world at large. The men of the 

family would retreat periodically for refreshment, renewal 

and inner fortification against the dangers he encountered 

elsewhere. 

Pulling these various themes together we can conclude 

that the crucial function of the family had now become a 

protective one. Two kinds 

protection of the ways and 

of protection are implied 

values of the Indian middle 

ages, mistakenly called "Aryan", and protection also for the 

individual people who were caught up in the middle of the 

renaissance like changes in Bengal. 

Meanwhile, the lady of the house experiences pressures, 

quite taxing. The convention of domestic life had thrown up 
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a model of the perfect home, so tranquil, so cheerful, so 

pure, as to constitute an almost impossible standard. And it 

was the exclusive responsibility of the wife to try to meet 

this standard. Her behaviour, must in all circumstances 

exemplify the selflessness of the True Woman. Her function 

was effectively defined as one of service and giving to 

others. She could not express needs or interests of her own. 

This suppression of self exacted a crushing toll from many 

nineteenth - century women. Few complained outright. But 

there were other, less direct forms of complaint, the 

neurasthenias, the hysterias, indeed a legion of "Women's 

diseases", which allowed their victims to opt out of the 

prescribed system. Tagore's story Strir Patra (the wife's 

letter) epitomises one such picture of the True Woman in 

revolt, braving to cross the sacred threshold from inside to 

outside. Marriage in that era was experienced as the sudden 

exchange of one family for another, with a little of the 

flavour of a blind leap. 

To some degree the image of "the family as refuge" 

remains with us today. There is a continuing sense of inside

outside, and an idea of domestic inviolability. But tide in 

the meantime, the tide has been running in another direction. 

To identify a new trend precisely is no easy task, and our 

suggestions must be regarded as provisional at best. 

Domestic Imagery can be expected to reflect changes 

in the social context of experience. The twentieth century has 
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gathered up a host of "modernising" forces. One overused 

but still helpful phrase for describing the process is the rise of 

mass society. We do take significant parts of life in the mass 

as workers, for large organizations; as consumers, mostly of 

highly standardized services and products; as citizens. This 

situation has brought a measure of security and comfort 

unprecedented in previous generations. Jobs are less liable 

to disruption, income is steadier, health care is some what 

more regular, and so on. And yet these gains have been 

purchased at a cost. Comfortable as many of us are, we 

have a sense of flatness, even of emptiness, about large 

sectors of our experience. Increasingly we feel that we are 

not masters of our own fate, that our individual goals and 

deeds count for nothing when weighed in such a large 

aggregate. We cannot, in short, make much of a difference 

in our own lives. There is a growing feeling of monotony 

and meaninglessness. 

The implications for family life are profound·. As the 

threat is tempered, the wise for protection wanes. Or rather 

is shades gradually into something else. Families now 

should provide the interest, the excitement, the stimulation 

missing from other sectors of our experience. If we feel that 

"we are not going anywhere" in our work, we may load our 

personal lives, especially our family lives with powerful 

compensatory needs. We wish to "grow" in special ways 

through our relations with family partners. Counselling 

centres record the familiar complaint - the sense of blocked 
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opportunities for growth. We want our spouses, our lovers, 

even our children, to help us feel alive and envigorated, to 

brighten a social landscape that otherwise seems 

unrelievably grey. In the earlier era Home was to be a place 

of quiet, of repose. Now it must generate some excitement. 

Then the True Women served as the appointed guardian of 

domestic values. As such she was "pure", steady, in all ways 

self-effacing. Now there is the figure of the Total Woman, 

who, to be sure, keeps an orderly house and seeks 

consistently to help her man, but who is also sensual and 

assertive within limits. 

Indeed an entire spectrum of roles and responsibilities 

within the family is increasingly in question. No longer can 

we accept that principle of differentiation which, in the 

nineteenth century, assigned to each household member a 

"sphere" deemed appropriate to his or her age and gender. 

An opposite principle, which exalts the diffusion and 

mixing of roles, has come to be accepted. Much of this come 

form the Women's Movement, and involves a long overdue 

effort to right the balance of opportunity between the sexes. 

The mother now expands and grows through her work 

outside the home. As a benefit of this rearrangement the 

couple discovers new highways of marital communication. 

If all goes well, if reality meets expectation and 

conforms to image, Home should become mutually enhancing 

to the couple. But, alas, all does not invariably go well. So 
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we also have a negative image, an anti-image of the family. 

Domestic relationships look dangerously like an encumbrance, 

if not a form of bondage, inhibiting the quest for a full 

experience of self. Monogamous marriage is liable to become 

boring and stultifying; in other things, after alC variety is 

the spice of life. 

In a world increasingly filled with depersonalized 

encounters and depersonalized experiences, it is no wonder 

that images of domestic peace is found attractive. But the 

world is also becoming more accessible, and in its 

complexity, more interesting, so by contrast the daily 

routines of home and family may seem dull and oppressive. 

Recent assumption about the rights of each person to have a 

life with fulfilments inside and outside the home have 

brought wide-spread discontent with traditional roles, 

especially among women. Economic necessity, which has 

forced people out of the home and given many women 

feelings of productivity and independence, has made many 

women still within the family more alert to the excitement 

of the outside world and the ordinariness of the family. 
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THE PRIVATE FAMILY ITS IMAGES AND REALITIES 

Until recently many social scientists, reluctant to 

acknowledge variation in family life, insisted upon the reality 

of a universal from of the family. "The family" was treated 

as a platonic essence of which real families in the world 

were only imperfect shadows. Despite its familiarity, the 

concept of the family is elusive. The current debates about 

historical changes in family structure - whether the family 

has become more or less nuclear, how to document and 

measure family change, and what a given set of findings 

can mean - reflect basic difficulties in conceptualizing the 

family. The protean nature of family life makes it difficult 

to create a framework for its study. F. Anthony Wrigby has 

suggested that efforts to establish a single definition of the 

family, or a clear and simple analysis of its functions, run to 

risk of distortion and artificiality. ("Reflection on the 

History of the Family" 

pp. 71 - 85). 

Daedalus 106, No. 2, Spring 1977, 

The tendency to treat the family as an abstract essence 

has been exacerbated by the norm of family privacy. In 

contemporary society the family is a "backstage" area, 

where people are free to act in ways they would not in 

public. Family privacy has strong effects on family life 

and individual family members, and it makes research 

difficult. The gap between public norms and private 

behaviour can be wide; marital relationships tend to be 
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private and invisible. Walles observes that the true nature 

of a couple's interaction is hidden form even close friends 

(Willard W. Walles, The Family A. Dynamic Interpretatin, New 

York, Dryden Press, 1951). The impulse to maintain a 

public fa<;ade of solidarity persists even in those marriages 

which are deteriorating. The strong moral and legal norms 

surrounding family life have also blurred the distinction 

between image and reality. Judges and clinicians are likely 

to evaluate the families that come before them in terms of 

an ideal standard. Ethnographers have often written 

descriptions of family life in terms of the rules for family 

behaviour, a tendency which idealizes and camouflages 

family processes. Is there any reason to suppose that the 

concept of the family adumbrated by Manu ever 

corresponded to any reality at any stage of the history of 

society in India ? 

Not only may the outside observer apply inappropriate 

categories to the families under study, people themselves 

may not be accurate informants about their own marital 

relationships. Anthropologists often find discrepancies 

between observable behaviour and the accounts people give 

of themselves. Marvin Harris, for example, observes that 

norms and events never quite match and that, not 

infrequently, the main function of the norms is to obscure 

the reality (The Rise of Anthropological Theory, New York, 

Crowell,1968). Levi Strauss and others have taken 

discrepancies between imagery and behaviour as the starting 
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point for theoretical analysis. Rather than being signs of 

social crisesJ contradiction between ideology and 

behaviour are pervasive features of any society. In 

traditional societies there existsJ what Keniston has called 

the "institutinalization of hypocrisyu (Kenneth Keniston, 

Youth and Discent : The Rise of a New opposition, New York, 

Highcourt Brace, 1971). In a rapidly changing society new 

cultural norms emerge without an accompanying set of 

rules to justify derivations. 

The privacy of modern family life distinguishes it in 

another even more crucial way from family life in the past. 

In traditional cultures much of daily life within the family 

was visible to outsiders. Besides regulating family life 

through observation and the threat of gossip, the pre-modern 

community could often intervence directly. In a metropolis 

the family is a private institution; and the private family is 

a modern development which has occurred only within the 

last one hundred years. 

The external influences on the family did not 

disappear with the emergence of the private family. They 

became more shadowy. Instead of pre-modern regulation by 

gossip and intrusion of neighbours, family life has come 

under the guidance of images and prescriptions derived from 

the mass media and form a vast literature of books and 

women's magazines, doctors, social reformers and 

professional experts. 
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The removal of family life from public scrutiny 

seems to have pushed family ideals and realities in opposite 

directions. The more behaviour is immune form 

observability, the more deviations from the norms is likely 

to occur. Barbara Laslett observes that the private family 

lacks both social control and social support, except in the 

unusual situation where family behaviour comes to the 

attention of the community - people are no longer censured 

for departing form the norms, nor are they supported by the 

community for fulfilling them ("The Family as a Public and 

Private Institution : A Historical Perspective", Journal of 

Marriage and the Familyr 35, pp. 480 - 92, 1973). While family 

behaviour has acquired the potential for greater deviance, 

family norms have become more demanding. Privacy 

allows families to overestimate how much other families 

conform to ideal norms, since we have access only to other 

family's public performances. Moreover, the images and 

prescriptions for family life promoted by the new mass 

media are both vague and perfectionistic. Thus the modern 

family comes under pressure to live up to elusive and 

abstract standards. 

The formulators of the modern ideology of the family 

did not consider the possibility that the idealized images of 

family life could introduce new tensions into the home. By 

prescribing inner states rather than behaviour, modern 

standards of family perfection make success almost 
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impossible to achieve. Family members, the spouses 

especially, are to be regarded as normal, healthy, adjusted, 

and so forth; are supposed to experience emotional states 

such as love, happiness, joy, fun and good organisms. 

Martha W olfenstein has argued that such a concern for inner 

experience may paradoxically increase the strain on marital 

relationships ("Fun Morality" in Childhood tn Contemporary 

Culture, ed. Margarat Mead and Martha Wolfenstein, 

Chicago University Press, 1955, pp. 168 - 78). In former days, 

the proper performance of family roles was a matter of duty, 

carrying out tasks properly. By contrast, survey of modern 

middle class families reveal spouses in a state of anxiety 

and complaining about nuances of feeling that cannot be 

controlled voluntarily. A recent T. V. serial Thoda sa Asman 

by Dipti Naval visualized a wife in plight inspite of the fact 

that the husband was dutiful and had nothing to complain 

against his wife. 

Within the social sciences there have been theories that 

see conflict and change as inherent aspects of social life. 

Also emerging from a number of fields is the view that 

family problems arise out of the processes of family life 

itself not necessarily from quirks of the individual psyche. 

We are witnessing a resurrection of the tragic view of the 

family, a return to the kind of models of family life suggested 

by Freud and Simmel around the turn of the century. Rather 

than viewing the family as a haven of perfect peace and 

tranquility, we have begun to realise that intimate relations 
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inevitably involve antagonism and hostility as well as love. 

Indeed two aspects are inseparable-intimate relations 

provide more occasions for conflict than less close 

relationships, and conflicts between intimates are usually 

more intense than those between non-intimates. (Suzanne 

steinmetz and Murray Straus, Violence in the Family, New 

York, Dodd, Mead, 1974). William Goode has argued that 

family structures are maintained not only by solidarity 

and love, but also by force, both personal and social. 

("Force and Violence in the Family", Journal of Marriage and 

the Family, 33 (1971); p. 624 - 36). 

In a variety 

sentimental model 

of areas of family - study 

of family is dismantled. 

the old 

Lowered 

expectations of family life may increase our ability to cope 

with the strains and irritations of marriage. Once we are no 

longer convinced that we may find heaven by withdrawing 

from the world, we may try harder to change it. 
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SOCIO - CULTURAL BACKGROUND OF THE MODERN 

BENGALI WOMAN* 

This chapter is intended to present a cultural profile of 

the metropolis of Calcutta in the wake of a renaissance that is 

said to have occurred in the city. Sociologically, the cultural 

study is important in view of the fact that the renascent 

Bengali women emerged as individuals, after having groped 

for their identity as individuals for centuries and ages. 

Without appreciating their emergence as individuals, much of 

the crises attending their connubial status would go 

unappreciated. 

Social reforms and the men of letters have been 

instrumental in bringing about a changed consciousness and 

urge for freedom in the Bengali women. We should take into 

account the portrayal of women in the novels and short stories 

of Bankimchandra and Rabindranath. A study of the changing 

face of the woman was undertaken by B.B.Mazumdar in his 

Tagore's heroines. That was a remarkable study. What we 

propose to do in this chapter is to present a whole gamut of 

influences - ideological, social and cultural - that permeated 

the atmosphere of modern Bengal in which the women of 

today were born and breathed. The phenomenon of modernity 

* This Chapter is based on a study of and reflection on a 
paper of Dr. P. Roy entitled 'Variations on the Theme of 
Individuality'. I am very thankful to Dr. Roy for 
allowing me to take a free use of the paper. 

-Author. 
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In Bengal is the result of a cluster of influence as ideologies, 

Western as well as Indian. The individual woman was always 

there, but she had become self-conscious in the fresh air that 

blew in the renaissance endeavours. Hence it seems 

imperalive that in order to understand the modern Bengali 

woman, we should have an idea of her not too distant past. 

I 

The growth and attainment of individuality by women 

has been highlighted by Tagore in his literary works, 

particularly during the last few decades of his life. Hence, the 

theme would be focussed in a way, if we consider it in the 

con text of Tagore' s view of the individual, taking note of the 

background and certain influences in the development of that 

view. 

The traditional Hindu view of the individual has two 

distinctive sides to it. One is the metaphysical idea of the 

individual as free, eternal, transcendent and blissful being. 

The other is the conception of the individual as an embodied 

being, variously conditioned by sex, cast, vocation, desires, 

duties etc. The relation between the individual self and 

cosmic infinite Reality has been conceived in different ways in 

the Indian tradition. For Advaita or monistic Vedanta, it 

ultimately is non-difference or essential identity, to be 

realised in mystic intuition. Other schools of Vedanta regard 

the relation variously as part-and-whole, identity-in

difference, difference etc. Sankhay-Yoga admits innumerable 

individual souls, each capable of attaining liberation by 
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realising its pure conscious nature as distinguished from 

Prakriti or material Nature. 

Apart from such metaphysical theories, the worldly life 

of the individual is bound by multifarious rules and 

regulations, prescriptions and prohibitions pertaining to his 

station in life. This station is determined by sex, caste, stage 

of life etc. Broadly, there are four castes (varnas) : Brahmana 

(one who is fit for religious and intellectual pursuits), 

Kshatriya (the warrior and administrative class), Vaishya (the 

traders and farmers) and Sbudra (those others who serve). 

There are also four stages of life : brahmacbarya (the first 

stage of learning or studentship), garhastha (the stage of the 

householder), vanaprastha (the third stage of gradual 

dissociation from worldly pursuits) and sannyasa (the last 

stage of giving up worldly duties). There are elaborate duties 

ordained for the individual as related to his varna and 

ashrama, as also general duties. These constitute his dharma 

(sustaining moral code) consonant with his nature. 

In the traditional Hindu scheme, women were regarded 

as perpetually dependent and protectible. This is blatantly 

evident in the following statement of Manusmrili, one of the 

celebrated texts on dharma : urn childhood a female must be 

subject to her father, in youth to her husband; and when the 

husband is dead, to her sons; a woman must never be 

independent" .1 Prescriptions such as these, formulated in 

social conditions of old times, seem to be very rigid and harsh 
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- and at times quite unjust- in the changed circumstances of 

modern age. 

Obviously, there is marked contrast between the two 

views about the individual - the transcendent - metaphysical 

and the empirical-pragmatic. Even so, neither is totally 

rejected or abandoned in favour of the other. On the contrary, 

it has been held that living a dutiful and virtuous life here 

result in progressive spiritual advancement, leading 

ultimately to realisation of the true nature of the self which is 

liberation. It is held that dharma conduces to moksha 

(salvation). Further, apart from the paths of action (karma) 

and understanding (jnana), there is the path of devotion 

(bhakti). In fact, the path of devotional surrender has been 

extolled over the other paths. For example, in the Gita it has 

been said, "It is only by steadfast devotion can I (the Divine) 

be realised, intuited and merged into" (Gita, 11/ 54). "By 

devotion one understands me as what and who I am in truth; 

then, having realised me truly, one enters into the supreme" 

(Gita, 18 I 55). 

The overall point to note is that inspite of a radical 

difference between the status of liberation and the state of life 

in the world, a harmony and continuity has been endorsed 

rather than opposition and conflict. The way to the Ideal is 

through the Actual; the Eternal has to be sought through the 

ephemeral; Liberation has to be attained through the 

eradication of bondage. The inclusive or comprehensive view 
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is thus bifocal or bipolar, admitting both the ultimate goal 

and the prevailing circumstances - and the two are connected 

by means of right action, right understanding or right feeling 

(unwavering devotion). 

II 

This traditional picture of harmony and resolution 

between aspiration and actuality came under severe strain 

following British domination over India. Under the system of 

education introduced by the foreign rulers, the traditional 

transcendent values came to be questioned. The spirit of 

individualism, which had flourished in the West with 

European renaissance were inculcated in the minds of young 

people in India, Who were influenced in the new educational 

set-up. Most of these people came from the upper castes of 

urban middle-class Hindu society. They began to doubt the 

reality of transcendent freedom as stated in metaphysics, and 

voiced the urge for (secular) freedom in society and the need 

for change in social conditions, They were not in majority, but 

their attitude was informed and insistent. They were the 

harbingers of Indian renaissance. In clamouring for radical 

social change, they came into conflict with their families, 

caste and community. 

The foremost among such persons was Rammohan Roy 

(1774 - 1833) - an erudite man with inner vision and farsight, 

committed to social and religious reform. Alienated from his 
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family and kinsmen, and opposed to orthodoxy, he carried on 

his campaign for freedom in different areas of life. 

Rammohan's insistence on individualism was continued by a 

group of students of the newly founded Hindu College 

(Calcutta) under the inspiration of the young Eurasian 

teacher-poet Derozio, who taught free thinking and 

conscientious living. His students, who came to be known as 

'Young Bengal' were very active. They rejected the authority 

of customs, scriptures, rituals and of conservative elders -

and sought to mould their lives and society on the basis of 

reason and individual freedom. 

Another eminent reformer, whose name must be 

mentioned in this connection, was Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar. 

He was a liberal-minded Brahmin with a secular outlook. He 

undertook wide-ranging reform-work, the most well-known of 

which was his successful campaign in 1850's for legalising 

Hindu widow-marriage. Another remarkable person was 

Michael Madhusudan Datta (1824 - 73) who, though not a 

social reformer, espoused Christianity rejecting the Hindu 

tradition. He introduced great change in Bengali poetry, 

introducing new verse forms and techniques - and made very 

unorthodox treatment of traditional Hindu themes and values. 

III 

Rabindranath Tagore was born at Calcutta on May 7, 

1861. In the decades following Tagore's birth, an opposition 
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against the new spirit of individualism was setting in. 

Western education and its resultant spirit of freethinking was 

confined, in any case, to a section of the urban middle class -

the vast majority of tradition-bound rural people remaining 

outside its influence. In support of their point-of-view and 

aspiration, a search began for strengthening social cohesion 

on the basis of indigenous roots. This trend led to and was 

nourished by an emerging ideal of nationalism. 

In Bengal, this phase of Indian renaissance was 

concurrent with the cultivation of the Bengali language, in 

which the supportive urban intelligensia saw a potent tool of 

collective unity and identity. Bankim Chandra Chatterji (1838 

- 1894) emerged to be its most powerful proponent and 

practioner. He is 'Bengal's first major novelist and great prose 

writer before Tagore". Through his numerous writings, 

Bankim Chandra put up the ideal of nationalism or patriotism 

before the Bengalis. He sought to revive the message inherent 

in the old saying : "Mother and the mother-country are even 

higher than heaven." (janani janmabhumischa svargadapi 

gariyasi). 

The tradition on which this patriotic fervour was based 

was noticeably Hindu. It fostered a collective identity no 

doubt, but it also had the unintended consequence of 

alienation of Bengali muslims from Bengali Hindus. The 

foreign rulers took advantage of this sad development, and in 

1905 they partitioned Bengal into two provinces - one 
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predominantly Hindu and the other predominantly Muslim. 

Although the partition was annulled in 1911 because of mass

agitation, it was re-effected at the time of division of the 

country into India and Pakistan in 1947, with its deleterious 

consequences continuing to plague the region. 

IV 

Tagore's grandfather, Dwarakanath, was a person of 

extraordinary enterprise. His eldest son, Devendranath 

(Rabindranath's father, 1842 - 1923) was also an exceptional 

personality. He was greatly influenced by Rammohan' s 

religious ideas. In 1843 he revived the Brahmo Samaj (which 

had been founded by Rammohan in 1828), and became the 

principal exponent of the monotheistic faith. His second son, 

Satyendranath (who became the first ICS-member among 

Indians) was very liberal-minded, and was an ardent 

supporter of women's emancipation. Devendranath' s fifth son, 

Jyotirindranath (1849 - 1925), a gifted painter, musician and 

playwright, was an advocate of gender equality. His wife, 

Kadambari, had great influence on Tagore during his 

formative years. One of Devendranath's daughters, 

Swarnakumar (1856 - 1932) was the first woman writer of 

modern fiction in an Indian language. Young Rabindranath 

grew up in such a family in the atmosphere of freedom and 

creativity. 
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He thus learnt to value Freedom quite early in his life. 

His father had introduced him to the Upanishads. From that 

ancient source as borne out by his intuition, he came to 

visualise the total harmony between the individual (as atman 

or pure self) and the cosmic reality. At the same time, the 

conviction deepened in him that the self was multi-faceted. 

He was aware of the empirical-pragmatic dimension of the 

individual, where it related to nature, to other individuals 

and to various institutions. He saw that on this plane 

harmony was threatened by blind selfishness and external 

restrictive pressures. He meant to seek harmony in this 

dimension also, on the basis of mutual regard and 

spontaneous cooperation. "But what he saw around him made 

him increasingly conscious of the forces of dissension and 

conflict, in particular of the ways in which the individual was 

sought to be suppressed by taboo-ridden traditions, freedom

denying customs and mores, collective ideologies", and 

stated-sponsored suppression. With his deep commitment of 

freedom, his opposition to these restrictive and repressive 

forces became more pronounced. All-through, however, he 

had the sustaining conviction of cosmic harmony, of the 

individual's loving relationship with God and nature, and 

transcendent freedom beyond the powers of society or 

government. In his life and works, he pursued a bifocal view 

of his own which would bring the two planes together - never 

losing sight of metaphysical freedom and peace, and ever 

engaging in resolution of conflicts and achievement of 

harmony in social life. 
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v 

A central theme of many of Tagore' s stories, novels, 

plays and essays is alienation of the conscientious individual 

from his family, prevalent traditions and society. Tagore' s 

recoil from militant Nationalism is represented in the 

development of the character of Gora in the novel of the same 

name Gora, the young hero of this novel, is a passionate 

advocate of Hindu revivalist nationalism .... In the end, .... he 

discovers himself as an individual whose commitment is not a 

particular community or tradition but to his own sense of 

right and wrong." 

Tagore had deep love and passion for his country. He 

composed many patriotic songs, one of which has become the 

national anthem of India and another that of Bangladesh. The 

country for him was not mere mrinmaya (territorial), but 

chinmaya (Ideational) in essence. He characteristically calls 

narrow obstinate nationalism bhongalik apadevata (a 

geographic demon), capable of great harm. His solution of 

India's problem of plurality of races and religions is : unity 

through acknowledgement of differences - not intolerant 

nationalism. Freedom of the individual, he would hold, could 

not be brought about State-power. "Nationalism", to him, was 

an ideology of collective selfishness; its central pursuit was 

power at any price; it set people against people, and 

organised individuals by destroying their reason, conscience 

and creativity." 
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A portrayal of an Indian ideal womanhood, we find in 

the character of Anandamayi in the novel Gora. She is a free, 

simple, natural and transparent person - with an emphathetic 

heart and compassionate insight - not bound by any social 

conditioning (samaskara). She has great sensitivity, deep 

experience and sharp rationality - which are evident in her 

way of life and conduct. Tagore found the source of this 

liberal, opinion-free, sympathetic, friend-of-all, tolerant 

personality in her motherly love for Gora. "Anandamayi has 

freed herself of taboos and conventions, and ... embodies the 

ideal which Gora discovers only towards the end." 

"Nowhere possibly were Tagore's libertarian values 

more unambiguously spelt out than in his characterisation of 

women ... Tagore not only undertook a sustained exposure of 

the degradation of women in Hindu society; he also offered 

many striking portrayals of women who had found their 

individuality or struggling towards it." Such a transformed 

personality is the heroine of the verse-play 'Chitrangada'. Her 

conviction based on self-assessment is expressed thus : 

" I am Chitranganda. 

Not a goddess, nor an insignificant woman. 

Nor am I one to be worshipped and placed on the head, 

Nor even one to be neglected and placed behind. 

If you have me by your side while on a perilous path, 

If you let me to share your intricate thoughts, 
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If you allow me to help you in difficult vows, 

If you consider me a fried in weal and woe, 

Only then will you know me truly." 

Not only that "She makes her lover, Arjuna, realise that only 

when their love is founded on a free and equal companionship 

will he be able to discover his own fullness." 

In this context may be mentioned the figure of Mrinal in 

the short story Strir Patra (1914), written in the form of a 

letter from a housewife, who has set herself free. She leaves 

her husband and home after fifteen years of married life, 

when she is no longer able to endure the cruelty and 

cowardice ingrained in family life. This short story caused 

great stir in Bengal's literary circle at the time of its 

publication. "With this story", writes a well-known Tagore

biographer+, "began women's revolt in Bengali literature." 

Tagore started the readers by depicting the character of 

Sohini in the story Laboratory (1940), written towards the end 

of his life. A self-assured forceful woman, she exhibits a rare 

tenacity of purpose in pursuing her chosen objective -

continuance of scientific research, which was the life's 

mission of her late husband. She engages in animal welfare, is 

ready to support deserving persons of humane qualities and 

other good works. But she has no compunction in utilising the 

female tricks of charm, pretense etc. and in indulging in extra-

+ Prabhat Kumar Mukheiji 
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marital affairs without regret in fulfilling her purpose. Her 

creator (Tagore) makes her break the codes of norms held 

sacrosanct by Hindu society. 

The character of Damini, a young beautiful widow, in 

the novel Chaturanga is as courageous as it is unique. She 

goes through extreme vicissitudes of life, sees through the 

deceptions and revolts. Her fieriness mellows by the depth of 

her love for a dreamy person, who refuses to marry her in 

search of realisation of a higher value. Damini appreciates his 

point, but keeps her love for him alight, though she decides to 

marry another person. Thus she tries to find her true 

individuality, ignoring social conventions. 

The near-devastating effect of bestowal of freedom on 

Bimala, the heroine in Ghare Baire, shows that imposed 

liberty on unprepared minds is risky and precarious. Freedom 

has to be deserved, earned - not merely given. Bimala was 

habituated to the role of a home-bound housewife in a 

traditional family. Sudden granting of freedom by her liberal

minded husband, and consequent exposure to the turbulent 

and greedy forces of the outside world, turned her head and 

exposed the family to extreme danger. It is only at the last 

moment that she realised her mistake of misusing freedom 

and saw sanity. Her story reminds us that freedom is 

primarily internal and that it is not being carried away by 

emotion or sen tim en t. 
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A return to family-life, though of a different type, is 

also there in the plight of Kumudini, the heroine in Yogayog. 

She was tender, sweet, self-enquiring and full of grace. But 

she was married to a man of coarse, possessive and vengeful 

nature. She tried to bring about a change in him by her 

tolerance and faithfulness to an ideal --but in vain. On 

occasions, her tolerance and self-effacement apparently made 

him to relent and surrender - whereupon, inspite of her 

disgust, she submitted to his carnal desire. But being fed up 

with domination and brutality, she revolted and left him. 

However, in the end she had to return when she realised that 

she bore him child in her womb and had no independent 

income of her own. The pathos in this story brings poignantly 

to our notice women's struggle for freedom, as also their 

pathetic circumstances and helplessness. 

Kumudini' s story is one of pragmatic adjustment amid 

protest. However, there are other depictions, where Tagore 

presents cases of no-compromise with evil. For example "In 

one of his finest psychlogical novels, Chokher Bali (1902), the 

principal character, Binodini, is a talented and lively young 

widow who rebels against the role of privation and servitude 

to which Hindu society seeks to condemn her, and claims her 

right to a life of love, happiness and freedom." It has to be 

remembered that in a story or novel, only aspects of the life of 

individuals of family-life or social life can be presented - not 

total individuality or perfect society. 
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However, there is no uncertainty about where Tagore's 

sympathy lies in regard to the question of the role and status 

of women. He is insistent and emphatic on the equality and 

independence of women in the sphere of human relationship. 

"The spirit of struggle, of the search for personal identity on 

the part of women in Hindu society, finds powerful 

expression in many of Tagore's poems in. Palataka (1918), 

Mohua (1929), Punashcha (1932) and Shyamali (1936)". Here 

is a typical cry of woman's anguish : 

0 Lord of Destiny! 

Why should a woman not have 

the right to win over her own fate ? 

Why should she be waiting on the road side 

With head bowed and tolerance tired 

For fulfilment of her desire 

in uncertain days to come ? 

Why should she look at blankness with eyes vacant ? 

Why shouldn't she find out her own path of success ?* 

VII 

Tagore' s works, a glimpse of some of which has been 

given above, give enough indication that he had a bifocal 

view of individuality and freedom comprising the 

metaphysical dimension of self as one with the universe and 

* Sabala in Mohua. 
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the empirical - pragmatic dimension of realising this unity in 

the panorama of life. Tagore does not favour the ascetic's way 

of denial and the mortification of the flesh. Nor does he 

favour the total surrender to the way of all-flesh. He 

visualised development of personality and realisation of 

individuality through sensitive involvement in life-in-the

world in all its aspects. Women's liberation for him, though 

urgent, is part of human liberation; for if women are kept 

subjugated and oppressed, humanity suffers. 

The truth of harmony between man and universe Tagore 

learnt not only from the Upanishads, but also from his own 

marvellous poetic intuition. He appreciated very much the 

faith behind the (mystical) Baul songs of Bengal that God has 

to be searched and found within one's heart. Between the 

cosmic spring "and the individual self Tagore saw an endless 

love-game which gave to what was finite the significance of 

the Infinite. In innumerable songs and lyrics he gave 

expression to this experience of love which based freedom on 

inalienable interdependence." The following excerpt expresses 

the core of his faith : "I say from what I feel that my 

innermost God has joy in expressing Himself through me -

this joy, this love pervades every part of my being, 

suffusing ... this entire universe ... I exist- and along with me 

everything else exists Only through what is called 

'limited', what is 'visible', does the Infinite manifests itself." 2 
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The bifocalitv of this relatedness of the limited and the 
J 

unlimited Tagore elaborates in the interactive lives of the 

characters of his literary works -in various hues and shades. 

In Pareshbabu and Anandamayi of Gora, their sane and 

dignified conduct suggests that an inner harmony had been 

achieved. Nikhil in Ghare Baire seems to acting as 

implementing his faith in harmony. In Strir Patra, the wife 

Mrinal expresses the realisation of free individuality when 

she says, II After fifteen years I stand on the seashore and 

realise that I have a different relationship with my world and 

God .... Before me now stretches the blue sea .... I was shut in 

by the darkness of your customs .... Now I have stepped out, 

and I see that there is no longer anything anywhere which can 

shut in my worth." 

Tagore' s holistic view of life came under severe 

opposition and criticism in the last two decades of his life. 

This saddened him, but he held on to what he felt to be Truth 

until the last. In two of his last poems he says, 

"I recognise myself through injuries and agonies : 

Truth is difficult indeed, 

and I am in love with the difficult- it never deceives. 

This life is a penance of suffering unto death," 

To realise the priceless value of Truth." (Sesh Lekha-14). 

II 'Troubled' he is called by people. 

He realises Truth in his inner being, 

Bathed in his own light .... 

Nothing can deceive him any more ... 
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One who has borne deception with ease, 

Earns the imperishable right to Peace." (Sesh Lekha-15). 

Notes and References : 

1. Sacred Books of the East, Vol. 25, The Laws of Manu, p. 

195. 

2. Indu Dutta (Ed. And trans.) A Tagore Testament, 

Bombay, 1969; pp. 11, 15, 16. The original essay is 

entitled Atma-parichay. 

50 



Part Two : Empirical 

WOMEN AT WORK: RELEVANT 
STUDIES CONCERNING WOMEN'S 

WORK-PARTICIPATION 



This part of the study aims at an analysis of the 

framework of relationships of partners in marriage and family 

and beyond the marital structure; the effect of the extra 

structural relations, if any, on marriage with special emphasis 

on the women partners. The urban metropolitan background 

has played important role in the changing concepts of 

morality and freedom. 

Review of literature and empirical studies suggest such 

a change in the role of women partners in marriage. Such 

changes occur due to realization of self potentiality and self

awareness of women folk. The changes have profound 

impact on the structural and functional aspects of marriage 

and family and force society to redefine the meaning and 

concept of family. A fieldwork has been undertaken for 

assessment of the changes in real life situations. 
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WOMEN AT WORK: RELEVANT STUDIES 

CONCERNING WOMEN'S WORK-PARTICIPATION 

From different articles and books it is found that a 

significant proportion of women in the economically active 

age group are not in the labour force in India, as compared to 

developed parts of the world. According to the social 

indicators of development compiled by the World Bank in 

1994, there are only twentyfive females in the labour force in 

India for every hundred males (age : 15 to 64) as against a 

ratio of 38 females for 100 males for the developed countries. 

The employment of women in the organised sector is 

even poorer. Only 14% of the total labour-force in the 

organised sector are women. In West Bengal womens' 

employment in organised sector is only 8. 9% [Source : Quick 

Estimates of the Director General of Employment and 

Training]. 

Sarala Gopalan1 in her book 'Women and Employment 

in India' (1995) points to a number of possible reasons for the 

low rate of womens' employment. The Census - definition of 

'work' becomes relevant for quantifying employment. With 

the exception of a few types of cultivation, Census does not 

include the non-market economic activities as work. Secondly, 

the rate of absorption of women in jobs is at a lesser rate than 

the rate of intake of men. Thirdly, women are crowding more 
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into familiar vacations like clerks, teachers, receptionists etc. 

This is partly due to their comparative immobility because of 

their reluctance to go far away from their homes for jobs, in 

view of their greater responsibilities in the family and lack of 

facilities in living away from home. 

Gopalan observes that the chronic unemployment among 

educated women is far greater than educated men in urban 

areas. In recent years, lot of attention is given to solve the 

difficulties of residence and also a wide network of childcare 

and other facilities are coming up to encourage young 

mothers seek out jobs. 

The causes of low work-participation of women were 

pointed out by Lebra, Paulson and Everett2 in the book 

"Women and Work in India - Continuity and Change". 

Introduction of modern technology was, to a certain extent, 

responsible for displacement of women from their jobs. The 

negative value placed by society on women's work outside the 

horne for remuneration was another important reason for low 

economic participation of women. The decreasing rate is more 

obvious in the urban areas where women from the upper 

echelons of society work primarily because of personal 

satisfaction they find in their work and not because of 

financial needs of the family. 

53 



But this lower work-force participation is not a simple 

linear downward curve. In some areas of employment 

women's participation is increasing. These include newer 

professions such as social work, journalism, secretarial work 

and others. It is observed that in the post-independence 

period secretarial work has become, at least in part, a female 

occupation. 

Neera Desai and Sarayu Anantram3 in the article 

"Middle Class Women's Entry into the World of Work" 

observe that middle class women who happen to be urban and 

educated took up work out side home in a significant number 

only after 1940's. The two major reasons which provided the 

middle class women opportunities of entering the wider 

world are (1) participation in freedom movement and (2) 

acceptance of the value of imparting education to women. The 

Post-Independence era provided greater opportunities to 

women to enter services and professions. 

Desai and Anantram also observed that it was only from 

1970's onward that the employment of educated women was 

accepted as useful and those taking professional education 

and yet not working began to be considered as wasting their 

education. Pressure on the urban middle class families for 

enhancing the family income and standard of living was one 

of the main causes which led to large participation of middle 

class women in work. Education which was earlier looked 

upon as helpful in spending time before marriage, gradually 
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came to be considered as equipping women for the possibility 

of her entrance into gainful employment. 

Widening of public sector and increase of opportunities 

in the semi-government undertakings have positively 

contributed to women's work participation. Middle class 

educated women are generally employed as clerks, secretaries, 

receptionists, school-teachers, nurses etc., while the highly 

educated women find their places among college teachers, 

doctors and in management cadres - Banking industry is also 

widening the employment opportunities for women. 

Women's participation in gainful employment assumed 

sociological significance, as their relationship within the 

family needed to be redefined and new adaptations were 

coming up. The additional responsibilities outside home 

affects women's relationship with husband, children and 

other relatives. 

Desai and Anantram also note the change in the family

type for the urban working women. Along with the urban 

trend of nuclearisation of families; small joint families or 

nuclear families with dependents are also coming up 

frequently. For a middle class working women the type of 

family in which she lives is very important. Complete nuclear 

family may mean absence of assistance and complete reliance 

on one's own resource. Such a situation is difficult to manage 
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as is the traditional joint family set-up which imposes heavier 

burden of responsibilities. 

The motivations for women's work, as Desai and 

Anantram pointed, are as follows :-

1. Often employment is looked upon as a stop-gap activity 

for women as age of marriage is going up in the urban 

areas. 

2. Economic considerations for supplementing the family 

income for maintaining higher standards of life lead 

educated middle class women to go out in the job 

market. 

3. For the widows or unmarried women, joining the work 

force may mean dire necessity. 

4. Those who have taken professional degree may feel 

wasting their time and education by sitting idle. These 

sections like to use their education and training~ and 

work for self fulfilment. 

Desai and Anantram speak of a psychological constraint 

of women in accepting higher and more responsible positions 

in office, pointing to family interests as their primary concern. 

Maria Mies4 feels that majority of working women are of 

opinion that women~s job and family duties harmoniously 

complement each other. Her respondents feel that they have 

been successful in managing two roles and they take pride in 

both the roles. 
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Goldstein in her follow-up study in 1977, found that a 

woman who was working out of economic necessity and 

contributing to the family income, tends to have more 

freedom. 

A. Ramanamma5 feels that women are proud that they 

have become additional bread winners of the family and are 

thus in some respect equal partners in marriage. Majority of 

women expressed that they are treated as individuals 1n 

society in their own right. 

Geraldine Forbes 6 points to the changes in social values 

concerning women's role. She says, "what was deviant 

behaviour for one generation was acceptable behaviour for the 

next". By the years of twentieth century women are full 

participants in the remodelling of their future. The boundaries 

have stretched considerably to accommodate women as equal 

partners in marriage. 

Maria Mies in her book 'Indian Women and Patriarchy' 

(1980) observes that majority of the respondents of her study 

considered their profession and career as of vital importance. 

This may be due to the financial reward they were getting or 

may be due to the fact that they could realize themselves in 

works of their own. These women also stressed their family 

responsibilities as of great importance. On their familial plane 

they theoretically subscribed to the theory of patriarchy. But 
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in practice they believed in the importance of both, their 

professional career and family. 

Mies found couples who shared egalitarian ideas in their 

marriage relationship. One of her respondent succeeded in 

convincing her husband about her "progressive" way of 

thought. In the cases of two others the husbands had to go 

with their wives. These are positively indicative of a stable 

coexistence between marriage and profession. 

Femina, 14, no. 17 (August 17, 1973, page 5) portrays 

woman as a wife, a mother and an individual. The 

expectations around women range from maintaining 

traditions motivating a whole generation to change in its 

values, its aspiration and even the concept of civilized life. 

Geraldine Forbes in her book 'Women in Modern India 

(1998) rightly points to the changing role of women from 

being objects of regulations to initiators of norms. The destiny 

of women are no longer being totally controlled by the family. 

Women are coming up as independent individuals in all walks 

of life. 

In U.S.A./ the feminist writer B. Friedman7 (1965) 

identified the problem of discontent of suburban housewives, 

the boredom and emptiness of their lives. A study of couples 

revealed divergences between husbands' and wives' 
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expectations and experiences, with many wives unhappy with 

the lack of emotional intimacy and companionship in their 

marriages. 

In Britain, H. Gavron 8 (1966) considered the plight of 

'the captive wife', trapped into social isolation by her 

domestic and maternal responsibilities. 

By the time J. Bernard9 published 'The Future of 

Marriage' in 1972, there was sufficient evidence for her to 

argue that in any marital union, there were two marriages -

'his' and 'hers', and that his was considerably better than 

hers. 

In his Reith Lecture (1967), E. Leach10 announced that 

"the family with its petty privacy and tawdry secrets is the 

source of all our discontents". (Steve Taylor, page 162). 

Anti-psychiatrists such as R. Liang11 (1971) saw the 

close confines of the family life as giving rise to highly 

charged, disturbed and disturbing interpersonal relationships. 

Marxists treated family as a symptom of alienation of 

capitalist sodety, and argued that the family could not 

possibly satisfy all our emotional and social needs (Zaretsky, 

1976). 

59 



R. Fletcher12 (1966) negated all the views which claimed 

that family was in decline. He, nevertheless, admitted the 

negative aspects of the family in the pre-industrial victorian 

period. During that period, majority of the families had to 

work simply in order to survive. This was combined with lack 

of recreational and educational resources and poor housing 

conditions. As a result "happy family life" was virtually 

impossible. The Domegeois Victorian family may be treated 

"cohesive", but solidarity was often based on the tyranny of 

the father, the virtual enslavement of mother and repression 

of the children. 

Set against this backdrop the twentieth century family 

appears in Fletcher's work as a rewarding institution catering 

both for satisfaction of social needs and for individual self 

realization and autonomy. 

Diane B. Schulder1 3 (1970) has summarized the legal 

framework of the wife's marriage as laid down in the common 

law. The legal responsibilities of the wife are described as to 

live in the home established by her husband and to perform 

the domestic chores necessary for maintaining that home and 

also to care for her husband and children. The wife is allowed 

to take up a job only if her domestic chores are not interfered 

with. 
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Bernard (1982) observed that working-women show 

fewer symptoms of psychological distress because they find a 

relief from exclusive responsibility for support of the family. 

M. Young and P. willmott14 (1973) expressed similar 

feelings in "The Symmetrical Family". 

Edward Shorter15 (1977) echoed similar sentiments in 

"Making of Modern Family." 

William J. Goode16 (1982) wrote in his book "The 

Family"-

"Through the centuries thoughtful people have observed 

that the family was disintegrating .... It is on its way out. 

But almost everyone who lives out an average life span 

enters the married state. Most eventually have children, who 

will later do the same .... 

In the Western Nations a higher percentage of people 

marry than a century ago. Indeed, the total number of years 

spent within marriage by the average person is higher now 

than at any previous time in the history of the world ..... 
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At present time, human beings appear to get as much joy 

and sorrow from the family as they always have, and seem as 

best as ever on taking part in family life .... The family does 

not seem to be a powerful institution, like the military, the 

church or the state, but it seems to be most resistant to 

conquest or to the efforts people make to reshape it. Any 

specific family may appear to be fragile or unstable but the 

family system as a whole is tough and resilient." 

Richard T. Schaefer M. and Robert P. Lam17 (1998) 

mentioned about the occupational segregation or 

confinement to sex- typed "women's jobs", and considered 

these as damaging for women's work-participation. The so

called 'men's jobs' often seemed to carry more prestige 

and financial rewards. However, in United States, there has 

been a dramatic change in the last thirtyfive years in the 

proportion of women entering many professions which were 

traditionally dominated by men. 

Among the obvious social consequences of women's 

increasing involvement in the paid labour-force were the 

development of child-care facilities and rise of fast food 

network. The authors found the working mothers as more 

involved with taking care of home than the fathers. Such a 

finding stands opposed to the popular claim of the March of 

Progress theory. Nevertheless, women were increasingly 

accepting the double burden of work outside the home 

followed by child - care and household duties. A "dual -
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income" lifestyle was gradually becoming popular and 

couples were shifting from the traditional role models. 

Economic need, higher level of education of women and 

impact of the feminist movement on women's consciousness 

were some of the reasons behind the rise in the number of 

dual - income couples. 

Schaefer and Lamm also observed that the family was 

diversifying itself. A variety of family forms were being 

encouraged rather than the one that everyone needed to be 

compressed into the same mould. Economic participation of 

women in the skilled labour market had considerable effect 

on the changes in family values. Earlier, career and 

profession were primarily reserved for men. Later was the 

addition of women's desire for autonomy, realization of 

surplus self, taking the risk involved in changing customary 

family patterns, willing participation and change within the 

family as well as through work outside home. 

Joel M. Charon18 (1992) illustrated some of the causes 

of change in relative positions of husband and wife in the 

family structure. Opportunity to work outside home 

seemed to be one of the major factors leading to increasing 

power of women, the questioning attitude that women 

developed, and the legal changes. Charon also observed that 

in some way modern family played a larger role than even 

before. It provided the individual with happiness, personal 

growth, emotional development and psychological support. 
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Industrial urban society had changed the traditional 

functions of the family. With higher levels of education, skill 

and professional engagements, family as a group in society 

is primarily responsible for the greater intimate personal 

relationships of the adults in it. 

Anthony Giddensi 9 (1992) wrote - " radicalising 

possibilities of the transformation of intimacy are very real. 

Some have claimed that intimacy can be oppressive, and 

clearly this may be so if it is regarded as a d-emand for 

constant emotional closeness seen, however, as a transactional 

negotiation of personal ties by equals, it appears in a 

completely different light. Intimacy implies a wholesale 

democratising of the interpersonal domain, in a manner fully 

compatible with democracy in the public sphere " 

(Transformation of Intimacy", A. Giddens, 1992, Page-3). 

Mohinder Singh20, in an article published in The 

Telegraph, 29 April 1993, highlighted the points that 

increasing interaction between the sexes at workplace might 

lead to relationships that fall short of physical consummation, 

but one deeper than casual friendship. Increasing number of 

women are working alongside men. The nature of presentday 

job demands more hours of work, non-office settings and 

business travels. In spite of these conditions, women are 

coming out of their traditionally secure house-bound roles. 

The Indian family has learnt to live with a wife and mother 

whose horizons are not bound by the kitchen and the 
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bedroom. Working women are interacting with men who are 

not their husbands or immediate family members. Such a 

situation offers opportunities for work-friendships to develop. 

Vast majority of men and women who work in today' s offices 

are normally neither interested in a commitment like 

marriage, especially if already married, nor in an affair that 

has the potential to disrupt their careers or established 

relationships. The new relationships emphasises mutual 

respect and open communication as an alternative to the old 

game of seduction and conquest. 

In this respect Singh refers to the studies of U.S. 

Management experts, Mr. David R. Eyler and Ms. Andrea P. 

Baridon. The new workplace relation has obvious advantages 

over marriage, as it has the scope for II cooling off" and also 

has no obligation towards the care of each other or to 

necessary toleration of mutual differences. If successful, such 

relationship can lead to increased creativity at work. 

Singh uses the terms "office culture" to refer to the 

situation that give rise to the new relationships. Indian 

culture had been by and large very conservative about the 

freedom granted to women. Heterosexual relationships were 

seen to be defined by and limited to marriage. However, 

the days of insecure spouses who waited at home have 

passed and the traditional social mores are now encountering 

a new and novel situation. The "hidebound" Indian family 

system is still uneasily adjusting to the phenomenon of 
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working wives. The "rules" or "norms" are yet to be 

created to deal with the new situation. 

It is not much difficult today to find the relevance of 

the new relationship to urban work conditions in India. The 

Indian social, cultural and workplace mores are not exact 

replies of those in the west. Yet, as human beings every 

where are the same and as the Indian Metropolitan work and 

life conditions closely approximate western experiences, it 

can be assumed that the growing participation of women in 

the labour market leads to the new pattern of interaction 

between the sexes. 

A number of articles appeared in the Thursday 

supplement (on women) of The Telegraph, July 14,1994. It 

highlighted the recent changes in expectations within the 

structure of family and marriage. With women going in 

for professional qualifications and following careers, 

rather than just "jobsn, a dramatic change in the attitude of 

young, urban, educated Indian husbands follows. Instead 

of breathing fire and brimstone at the prospect of the wife 

putting her career before other things, he actually encourages 

her to persue her profession even at the cost of separation. 

Such a separation for the sake of career does not affect their 

relation or responsibility towards each other. All the 

working couples, interviewed by one of the writers, Shuma 

Raha, were emphatic about the element of "understanding" 

between the partners in marriage. She rightly observes that 
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the practice of couples living in different cities is not new to 

urban India. What is new is the motive behind the separation. 

Whereas earlier, wives opted to stay back only when the 

children's education was at stake, today more and more 

women are staying behind, or more radically, moving to 

another city, to further their own careers and to satisfy then 

own ambitions. Thus, with more and more couples opting 

for professional careers, the expectations in marriage among 

the educated Indians, seem to be witnessing a vast change. 

Raha observes that the change in outlook has been 

helped by the breakdown of the joint-family system. With 

the spectre of a disapproving patriarch or a matriarch 

vanishing, couples are facing much less social pressure in 

the choice of life - style. 

Raha, however, mentions the negative sides of the 

"long-distance -marriages". Loneliness and responsibilities 

regarding children are two major constraints which the 

couples face, and all of them agree that such an arrangement 

a temporary one. But the fact is that women are becoming 

more and more professional in their workplaces and 

definitely successful initiating a change in marriage 

relationship. 

Margaret M. Polama21 (1970) has found that if a wife 

contributes to the family income, her power in the family is 
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increased. But the traditional family never recognised her 

(non-earning woman's) contribution as worth mentioning. 

Polama's study of professional wives finds four 

patterns of relationship in their marriage : (1) traditional 

or patriarchal, where wife's career is viewed primarily as 

hobby, while the husband's is the main source of income or 

status; (2) neo-traditional, in which wife's career is taken 

more seriously, but she is still responsible for the children 

and household; (3) egalitarian, in which the woman 

deliberately keeps her income down in order not to surpass 

that of her husbands; and (4) matriarchal, in which wife's 

income is higher and such families usually have many 

problems. Wives retain their "women" role-model in family 

and marriage. Thus, being a boss on the job does not entitle a 

woman to be a boss at home. 

Jessie Bernard (1982) felt that the achievement of women 

had tended to be derivative and vicarious. The list of most 

admired woman consists largely of wives of men who have 

achieved rather than women who have achieved in their own 

right. It was because that women were socialized into 

believing that although they could not in their own right 

become great "doctors, lawyers, merchants or chiefs" they 

could achieve recognition through their husbands. Bernard 

observed that the change and was not in the power structure 

but in the way of its maintenance. In the egalitarian model the 

wives were rejecting the idea of any utter incompatibility 
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between the institutional I theoretical pattern and the actual 

one. The rejection was not necessary of the "real" power

structure, but reflected the wives' increasing reluctance to go 

along with the institutional conception of marriage, which put 

them down and reduced their status. They wanted to be 

themselves, whatever those selves- dominant, subservient or 

sharing I caring happened to be. 

The use of the concept "egaliterian" in marriage

relationship was criticised by many writers like Bernard, 

Bilton, Bonett, Poloma and others. The concept seemed to be 

oversimplified. Changes in the structure of family and 

marriage in terms of intimacy, closeness and togetherness 

occurred. But all these could and did co-exist with marked 

inequalities of power and responsibility between husbands 

and wives. The working wives' working hours per week 

exceed that of their husbands due to the "double-burden" 

(paid and unpaid work burden) phenomena. 

Tony Bilton22, Kevin Bonett, Philip Jones and others 

(1981) spoke about the march-of-progress theorists, who 

claimed that the industrial urban societies would be 

dominated by egalitarian marriages and in which the roles of 

husband and wife would be more interdependent and less 

one-sided. The symmetrical family of Young and Willmott 

referred to the gradual achievement of balance between the 

normative obligations of husbands and wives. The strongest 

indication of this was the erosion of 'traditional' division of 
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labour by sex; men seemed to be more involved in domestic 

work and woman seemed to be more involved in paid work 

outside home. Better standard of living1 higher aspirations for 

homes and families and breakdown of the joint / extended 

families were working as significant force influencing morals 

in many peoples lives. The spouses were thrown back more on 

each other's company and assistance in marriage. The popular 

notion of "dual-career-couples" seems essentially associated 

with the image of symmetrical family. These couples combine 

challenging careers with a deep commitment to their joint 

domestic life. Young and Willmott explicitly argue that the 

symmetrical pattern is most characteristic of middle class 

couples. 

E. Bott23 in the concept "joint conjugal role" relationship 

explains that in this the demarcation between husband's 

world and the wife's world is far less clear-cut. They do the 

chores around the home interchangeably and are highly 

flexible about the so-called sex-typed jobs. Both of them earn, 

share friends in common, entertain together, take their 

recreation together, and join together in the making of 

decisions. Joint conjugal role relationships are more common 

amongst middle class couples. 

Contradictory claims are also there R. Rapoport24 and R. 

Rapoport's study on the Dual-Career-Families focuses upon 

the couples where both husbands and wives have professional 

or business careers. It is seen that although participation 
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endorces that dual career pattern, the responsibilities for 

dealing with certain problems, created by her work

participation - like alternative child care - arrangement, 

dealing with sick children or arrangement for house-work -

lie with the wife. The researchers find husbands as tolerant of 

their • I 
WIVeS career, as long as those careers do not 

significantly interfare with their own needs. 

Rapoport and Rapoport challenge the notion of equality 

In marriage-relationship and also the concept of symmetrical 

family. They argue that wives who have careers are still 

regarded primarily as 'wives' and 'mothers' in their own 

household. 

Abhijit Pathak25 (1994) writes about the characterisation 

of women into images like good wives, good mothers and 

good sisters/ etc. Such images have discounted their human 

nature because these images have become overwhelmingly 

powerful in undermining the 'total' women with other 'real' 

hopes and aspirations. Emancipation of women requires 

women's ability to come out of these ideal images. Women 

need to realize that they are human beings with infinite · 

possibilities. She needs to break the stereotypes. A woman 

enters the public domain not just as a passive receiver of 

man's skill, science, intelligence and culture. She enters with a 

goal or purpose and she believes in her existence as creator 

and protector achievements of life. 
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James Peoples26 and Garrik Bailey (2000) mention an 

interesting observation concerning the increase in women's 

work participation in urban industrial culture. Industrial 

technology increasingly substitutes for labour and muscle 

power and thereby reducing the relevance of female - male 

biological differences in performing economic tasks ("jobs") 

Colleagues working in office computer tables are no more 

subject to biological discrimination. Modern cultures have 

been at least, partly successful in remodeling the previous 

cultural beliefs about sexual differences in emotional 

responses, intellectual capacity, psychological propensities, 

and the like. Increased female access to money and wealth 

has given women power in their relationship with males. 

Reversely, we get opinions of Tanuja Chandra27 a 

Mumbai - based film-maker, and others who feel that the 

celebration of Women's Day is still a theoretician's fantacy. 

Manual issued by Director of Census Operations during 

February 2001 observes that West Bengal is lagging behind the 

All India figure in women's work-participation during the last 

three census operations (1971, 1981 and 1991). In 1991 rate of 

women's work participation in West Bengal was 11.25% as 

compared to the All India rate of 22.27%. The situation in 

Calcutta was even worse. Whereas rate of female literacy was 

as high as 75%, female work participation was low at only 

6. 91%. The manual writes that the low figure may be a result 

of the patriarchal social structure which tend to underestimate 
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the actual figure. Director of Census operations in West 

Bengal is highlighting the issue of women work participation 

in Census 2001 to get an accurate picture. Although the rates 

of women in economically productive labour was low during 

the last three Census operations but an upward trend is 

definite from the figures. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY 

In elaborating the framework of the study the following 

aspects will be particularly considered : 

1. Objectives of the Study : 

The basic objective of this study may be presented as to 

assess the impact of extra-structural relationships on the 

strength of marital relationship and ·family bondage. The 

specific objectives may be mentioned as to understand the 

socio""economic background of spouses where both are 

working outside home; to assess the spouses' attitude towards 

extra""structural relationships which develop in the 

professional world; and to interpret the changes in attitude 

towards morality and values of the partners in marriage. 

2. Limitations of the study : 

Dealing with human subjects essentially creates certain 

difficulties for the researcher by delimiting his power to 

control the environment (non"laboratory settings) and by his 

dependence on the co"'operation of the subjects. That 

fieldworkers must become dependent upon their research 

subjects is ironical for him because it is the fieldworker who 

choose to study others rather than others who choose to be 

studied. The study is concerned with aspects of marital 

relationships which are part of personal lives of the 

respondents. Objective analysis of subjective experiences may 
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not lead to complete accuracy of results. Dealing with human 

subjects entail scopes of partial or improper responses. 

Nevertheless, in social sciences, studies are conducted 

through elaborate logical designs to reach the highest possible 

level of accuracy. The essential problem is concerned with the 

nature of social phenomena. One of the most extreme positions 

was espoused by Wilhelm Dilthey in nineteenth century. He 

believed that humans had free will, and thus no one can 

predict their actions and generalize about them. Emile 

Durkheim espoused essentially the opposite view and claimed 

that social phenomena are orderly and can be generalized. His 

viewpoint was based on the assumption that social phenomena 

adhere to underlying social laws. For Durkheim, the logic of 

enquiry was essentially the same in the physical and natural 

science and social science. Max Weber opposed the exclusive 

role of the use of methods of natural science for studying 

social phenomena. 

The truth of the matter is that there are times when each 

particular method is inappropriate and it is necessary to 

acknowledge the essential complementarity of the various 

methods to overcome the limitations in the study of social 

relationship. 

3. Selection of Area and Sample Population : 

Area selection is based on the nature of research 

problem. People living in the area which has been selected for 

78 



study must contain the scope for behavioural expressions, 

which the study wants to focus. 

Sampling is a method of selecting a portion of universe 

for study with a view to draw conclusion about the universe 

of population. We first designate a population of interest from 

the area selected for sampling. Then we attempt to select a 

subset of some predetermined size from this population. This 

subset should adequately represent the entire population so 

that the informations gathered from the subset ideally will be 

just as accurate as the data that we could gather from the 

entire population. There are a number of obvious advantages 

of sampling, especially savings in time and money. It is 

necessary that the range of data or information in the 

population is represented in the sample. In day to day 

experience, by and large it is possible to make some kind of 

general statement about the universe of study by observing 

only a few items, i.e., a sample drawn thereof. Statistical 

sampling then is a methodological version of our everyday 

experience and is a very commonly used procedure. A 

statistical sampling ideally purports to be a miniature model 

or replica of the collectivity or population constituted by all 

the items which potentially hold promise of affording 

information relevant to a given research. 

Urban set up is here a prerequisite to the study of the 

effect of extra structural relationships - arising out of 

occupational requirements - on marriage and family. The City 

of Kolkata provides a wider range of variations In 

opportunities of interactions and occupations and also the 
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heterogeneous nature of the population. Simple random 

sampling method is employed here for data collection. In the 

present study the term "population" refers to all individuals 

belonging to the married category, where both the spouses 

have outdoor professional regular engagements. A single unit 

or member of the population is referred to as a "Population 

Element". 

4. Concepts Used : 

Concepts refer to the mental images or perceptions. The 

development and clarification of concepts is called 

conceptualisation. The researcher usually rely on existing 

definitions as given in the social science literature. However, 

investigators sometimes formulate their own definitions, 

especially when disagreement exists in the literature over the 

exact meaning of a concept. Concepts may be difficult to 

observe directly or they may have referents that are readily 

observable, such as a tree or a table. The present study 

involves a number of concepts. (a) Hermeneutics, according to 

Dilthey, is a discipline concerned with the investigation and 

interpretation of human behaviour and institutions as 

essentially intentional. (b) 'Structure', in this context, means 

the socially approved set of relationships. The present study is 

concerned with marriage and family, one of the primary 

institutions of society. (c) Partners in marriage are husband 

and wife, who together aim to form a family. (d) Metropolis is 

a large busy city. The present project has taken the city of 

Kolkata as the focus of attention. (e) Family is a group of 

persons directly linked by kinship ties, established either 
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through marriage or through the line of decent that connect 

blood relatives. Adult members of the family assume 

res·ponsibility of caring for children. (f) 'Marriage' can be 

defined as a cultural phenomenon which sanctions a more or 

less permanent union between partners, conferring legitimacy 

on their offspring. (g) Boredom, in this study, refers to the 

monotony of the structural expectations from marriage and 

family, and (h) Escape is the modes of relief from the 

monotonous routine. 

5. Dependent and Independent variables : 

There are several ways in classifying variables. One type 

of classification is necessitated by the complexity of social 

situations. While all social situations have a tremendous 

variety of aspects or properties, the researcher in any given 

instance will be directly interested in only a few of these and, 

moreover, will simply find it impossible to observe all the 

potentially relevant properties. Those variables which are the 

focus of the research are called explanatory variables, and all 

other variables are called extraneous. The two principal types 

of explanatory variables are dependent and independent. The 

dependent variable is the one the researcher is interested in 

explaining and predicting. Variation in the dependent 

variable is thought to depend on or to be influenced by certain 

other variables. The explanatory variables that do the 

influencing and explaining are called independent. The 

present study aims to find out the effect of extra structural 

relationships on the cohesiveness of the family or on the 

strength of the marital bondage. Here extra-structural 
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relationship is the independent variable and cohesiveness of 

the family is the dependent one. All other things remaining 

equal, extra-structural relationships are likely to increase the 

family's cohesiveness. 

6. Formulation of Hypotheses : 

The tentative answers to the research questions are 

called hypotheses. A hypothesis Is an expected but 

unconfirmed relationship between two or more variables. 

Hypotheses come from a variety of sources, including 

everything from theory of direct observation to guesses and 

intuition. Whenever the research objective is clearly one of 

testing relationships among variables, it is essential that 

hypotheses be formally and pre-cisely stated so that they carry 

clear implications for testing the stated relations. The present 

study proposes to test the following hypotheses :-

1. That the newly developing framework of extra-structural 

relationships is strengthening the 'cohesiveness of the family; 

2. That there has been changes In the pattern of 

expectations in marriage among the educated middle class 

working partners of the metropolis. 

7. Methods of Data Collection : 

A datum is what is observed or is manifest. Various 

methods of collecting data are employed by social scientists -
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observation, interview, questionnaire etc. Observation is the 

basic method for obtaining information about the world 

around us. All observations, however, are not scientific in 

nature. Observation becomes a scientific tool for the 

researcher to the extent that it serves a formulated research 

purpose and is planned systematically. Through observation it 

is possible to record behaviour as it occurs. Observation is 

often supplemented by interviews and questionnaire methods. 

Interview is a widely used method in empirical studies. 

It involves a person (interviewer) asking questions in a face

to-face contact to other persons (interviewee) who give 

answers to these questions. Interviews may be structured or 

unstructured. Unstructured interview may be classified into 

(a) Focussed, (b) Clinical and (c) Non-Directive types. 

The terms 'Questionnaire' and 'schedule' are often 

treated as synonymous. A questionnaire consists of a number 

of questions printed in a definite order on a form or set of 

forms. The advantage of the questionnaire method is that it 

affords great facilities in collecting data from large, diverse 

and widely-scattered groups of people. It is used in gathering 

objective, quantitative data as well as for securing information 

of a qualitative nature. 

In the present study, a pilot survey was undertaken 

where both interview and questionnaire methods were used. 

While interviewing people the researcher had long discussions 
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with the interviewees over their views on the objectives of 

research. These are the people belonging mostly to the 

category of authors, singers, people from performing arts, 

senior academicians, poets, journalists and media 

personalities. The method of interview was preferred for these 

people for obtaining a much detailed analysis of their views 

which would not have been possible otherwise. A face-to-face 

interaction provided the researcher with valuable insight 

about the issues. 

After an initial assessment of results, questionnaire 

method was adopted for collecting further data. Certain 

specific zones were selected for distribution of the 

questionnaire. The target population was broadly divided into 

different professional categories. A list was prepared for 

different occupational categories. From each category a list of 

names was prepared with the help of media reports, 

prospectus, publication lists, advertisements and also from 

employee's offices. From the list twentyfive percent names 

were chosen randomly. It was ascertained that the candidates 

spouses were also in regular employment. All the respondents 

of the present study are residents of Calcutta. After 

ascertaining all the required aspects, questionnaires along 

with stamped self-addressed envelops were distributed. 1500 

questionnaires were distributed. 339 replies were received 

either by post or by hand or through messenger. From among 

the replies 300 has been finally considered as 'complete' for 

analysis. 
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The questionnaire was structured and standardized with 

close ended questions. The questions were categorized into 

three sections - A, B and C. Section A was designed to collect 

general information about the social, economic and 

educational status of the respondents. This section also 

included information about aspiration for childrens' 

education. It was assumed that concern over childrens' 

education would reflect parents' involvement about a stable 

home. For "... .. Family is a unit of common residence, of 

economic co-operation and has important responsibility for 

the socialization of children .... " (Leslie, Larson, Gorman, 

page 414). 

Section B was designed to collect specific information 

about marriage and family of the respondents. 

Section C was aimed at providing information about 

core theme of the research work. The questions were 

formulated to assess (1) the attitude of the respondents 

towards extra-structural relationship; (2) their attitude 

towards the cohesiveness of the family; and (3) the attitude 

towards the future of the girl child. 

Questionnaire method was adopted as (i) it provides 

access to large diversely scattered population; (ii) it is 

economical; (iii) it is impersonal (some very personal 

questions may not elicit correct information in interview 

method); (iv) it provides anonymity for the respondents, 
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allowing them to feel more free to express their views; and (v) 

it allows sufficient time to the respondents, so that they do 

not feel the pressure of immediate response. 

8. Statistical Model used to ascertain the relationship 

between dependent and independent variables. Statistical 

method used to ascertain whether (the different segments of 

the sample population differ significantly in respect of 

behaviour relating to degree of extra-structural relationship 

and the degree of cohesiveness of family) degree of extra

structural friendship bears significant relationship with the 

degree of family bondage, is chi-square test. 

The chi-square value is computed for ascertaining the 

association between two attributes. A (e.g. attitude towards 

extra-structural relationship) and B (degree of cohesiveness of 

the family) (Blalock, 1972). 
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The model used furnished below : 

B; Marginal 
Total 

Marginal 
Total 

where: 

f~ 

~1 

C; 

fii = frequency of individuals in both categories Ai and 

B; 

ri = frequency of the ith row 

cj = frequency of the jth column 

The concept of estimated frequency : 

r.C. 
F =-'-l 

e N 

Now, to test the hypothesis that A and B are independent, the 

chi-square comes out to be : 
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with (k - 1) and (1 - 1) degrees of freedom. Strength of 

association is measured by following the technique introduced 

by Cramer and is expressed as follows : 

V 2 (Cramer's coefficient of Association) 

xz 
=-------

Min.(k -1, 1-1) 

Null hypothesis technique is used and level of significance is 

affixed at 0.05 level, that is, the null hypothesis will be 

accepted if the calculated value of chi-square falls below 0.05 

level. 
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A. INFORMANT'S PARTICULAR (FEMALE) 

1. Generalln(ormations 

• Name 
(skip ifunwilling) 

• Age 
• Place of birth 
• Marital Status 

• Educational Status 
• Occupational Status 

2. Statements and views about 
a. EDUCATION 

• Your educational qualification 

• Interest in children's education 
• Affordable expenditure for Children's 

Education 
• Expected level of qualification of 

your children 

• Type of educational institution 
For your children (tick more than 
one, if necessary) 

• Opinion about the qualification of 
Already growth up children 

b. OCCUPATION 

• Reason(s) for job 
status 0 

• Type of employer's organization 
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YearOO 
Rural 0 Suburban 0 Urban 0 
Unmarried 0 Married 0 WidowerO 
Divorced Q Separated Q 

Remarried Q 

Graduate 0 Postgraduate 0 More Q 
Employed 0 Professional Q 
Unemployed 0 

Satisfactory 0 Nonsatisfactory 0 
Indifferent 0 
Adequate 0 Inadequate 0 Indifferent 0 

Per month Rs. OI:J:l:J 

Graduate 0 Postgraduate 0 More 0 
Others 0 (Doctor/Engineer/CA etc.) 

Bengali medium 0 English medium 0 
Residential Q 

Satisfactory 0 Nonsatisfactory 0 
Indifferent 0 

Necessity 0 Necessity and to attain social 

Necessity and urge to apply in real life 0 
Private 0 Government 0 Undertaking 0 
Educational 0 Self employed 0 



• Essential qualification (for job) 

• Job status (tick more than one, if 
Necessary) 

• Pay scale 

• Place of work 
• Number of working days in a 

week 
• Working hours per day 
• Job satisfaction 
• Income 

• Working environment 
• Future prospect 

SSC a Graduate a Postgraduate a 
Technical diploma a Technical degree a 

Permanent 0 Temporary 0 Part time 
(solely) 0 Part time (alongwith other) 0 
Less than Rs.lOOO Q Rs.lOOl-3000 0 
Rs.3oOI-sooo a Rs.soo1-1oooo o 
Above Rs.l 0000 0 
KmOOO 
DaysO 

HoursOO 
Satisfied 0 Notsatisfied 0 Indifferent 0 
Satisfactory 0 Dis-satisfactory 0 
Indifferent 0 
Problematic Q Relaxed 0 Manageable 0 
Promising Q Inadequate 0 Indifferent 0 

B. RELATIONS AND COMMITMENTS OF THE INFORMANT 

1. Family 

• Type 
• Number of family member 

• Family background 
Parental family 
Husband's family 

2. Marriage 

• Type of marriage 

• Age at the time of marriage 
• Opinion about dowry 

3. Husband 

• Age 
• Place of birth 
• Educational qualification 
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Nuclear 0 Joint 0 
OQ 

Liberal Q Conservative Q Moderate 0 
Liberal 0 Conservative 0 Moderate Q 

Negotiation Q Own choice Q 

Your 0 Husband's a 

Yes 0 
Yes 0 

Year 00 

No 0 
No 0 

Rural 0 Suburban 0 Urban Q 

Graduate 0 Postgraduate 0 More 0 



• Occupational Status 

• Pay scale 

• Work status 

• Number ofworking days m a 
week 

• Working hours per day 
• Reason( s) for job 

Employed 0 Professional 0 
Self employed 0 Unemployed 0 
Less than Rs 1000 0 Rs. 1001-3000 0 
Rs. 3001- 5000 0 Rs. 5001- 10000 
Above Rs. 10000 0 
Teaching 0 Supervisory 0 
Executive 0 Managerial 0 
Days 0 

Hours 00 
Financial necessity 0 Necessity & to 
attain social status 0 Social status 0 
Necessity and urge to apply in real life 0 

INFORMANT'S FEELINGS AND REALIZATIONS 

1. Are you happy with your 
Husband? 

2. What are the qualities your thought 
That your husband should possess 
When you were unmarried ? 
(./ more than one if necessary) 

Yes 0 No 0 

Broad minded 0 Accommodative 0 
Non - interfering 0 Homely 0 
Conservative 0 Calculative 0 
Methodical 0 Romantic 0 

3. Do you think that the image of a husband 
You had in your mind before marriage 
is Quite different from what your have in 
Reality? Yes 0 No 0 

4. How often your husband complains 
that he is fed-up with you and cannot 
bear anymore if you do not change 
yourself ? 

5. Do you have friends of opposite 
sex 

6. How many are intimate ? 
7. How often do you meet them ? : 
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Not at all 0 Rarely 0 Very often 0 
Indifferent 0 
Yes 0 No 0 

Number( s) 00 
Daily 0 Once a week 0 Twice a 
week 0 Once a month 0 
Once a year or more 0 



8. Are they /he common fiiend ofboth 
of you and your husband ? 

9. If'no' in '8', does your husband 
know of such fiiendship ? 

10. If 'yes' in '9', does he approves it? 
11. Does such friendship create any 

tension in your married life ? 
12. If 'yes' or 'to some extent' in 11, then 

what is your reaction ? 

13. Do you know about your husband's 
Friend(s) of opposite sex ? 

• Ifyes, 
1 4. Whether aU of them belong to same 

Status of your husband or not ? 
15. Do you approve it ? 
16. Does such friendship create any 

Tension in your married life 
17. If 'yes' or 'to some extent' in ' 16', 

Then what is her reaction ? 

18. Do you consider yourself, as liberal 
and modem 'woman' ? 

19. Do you and your husband spent 
Adequate time for your family ? 

You 
Husband 

20. In 'no' in '19', reasons for 
You 

Husband 

21. Do you agree with the statement that 
the emotional pattern of relationship 
contributes towards cohesiveness of 

Yes 0 No 0 

Yes 0 No 0 
Yes 0 No 0 Indifferent 0 

Yes 0 No 0 To some extent 0 

Revolt 0 Compromise 0 Co
operative 0 

Yes 0 No 0 
NumberOO 

Yes 0 No 0 
Yes a No 0 Indifferent 0 

Yes 0 No 0 To some extent a 

Revolt a Compromise 0 
Cooperative 0 

Yes a No 0 

Yes a No 0 
Yes 0 No a 

Job a Friendship a Social activities 0 
AddaQ 
Job a Friendship 0 Social activities 0 
AddaO 

the family Agree 0 Disagree 0 

22. What is your husband and inlaw's 
reaction about your taking up a 
job ? 

Husband 
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Gladly agreed 0 Agreed 0 
Agreed because of economic reasons only 0 
Disagreed 0 



Inlaws 

23. Does your employment 
create any tension or disturbance 
in your family ? 

24. Does your husband act selfish when his 
Own recreation, however benign, is 
Concerned ? 

25. lf'yes' in '24' what is your reaction 
To such selfishness ? 

26. Do you value extra structural 
relationship ? 

27. Do you consider such relationship 
Essential for mental and physical health 

28. Are you happy in your sex life ? 
29. When do you think one should have 

children ? 

3 0. What is your desired number and sex 
Composition of children ? 

31. If you do have girl child, what future 
you desire for her ? 

32. Do your agree that children are essential 
For a strong marital bound ? 

3 3. Do you approve family planning ? 
34. How do you rate yourself as a wife ? 
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Gladly agreed a Agreed a 
Agreed because of economic reasons only a 
Disagreed a 

Yes a No a Not so much a 

Yes 0 No 0 

Indifferent 0 Approving 0 
Yes 0 No a 

Yes a No a May be but it 
create Pressure on other family 
members a 
Yes 0 No a 

Immediately after marriage 0 
After a considerable gap 0 
Never 0 

Male 0 Female a 

Married Working a 
Non-working 

Unmarried WorkingO 
Non-working 

Agree a Disagree a 
YesO No a 

0 

a 

40%0 60% a 80% a 
90% a 1oo% a 



A. INFORMANT'S PARTICULAR (MALE) 

1. General Informations 

• Name 
(skip if unwilling) 

• Age 
• Place of birth 
~ Marital Status 

• Educational Status 
• Occupational Status 

2. Statements and views about 
a. EDUCATION 

• Your educational qualification 

• Interest in children's education 
• Affordable expenditure for Children's 

Education 
• Expected level of qualification of 

your children 

• . Type of educational institution 
For your children (tick more than 
one, if necessary) 

• Opinion about the qualification of 
Already growth up children 

b. OCCUPATION 

• Reason(s) for job 
status 0 

• Type of employer's organization 
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YearOO 
Rural 0 Suburban 0 Urban 0 
Unmarried 0 Married 0 WidowerO 
Divorced 0 Separated 0 
Remarried 0 
Graduate 0 Postgraduate 0 More 0 
Employed 0 Professional 0 
Unemployed 0 

Satisfactory 0 Nonsatisfactory 0 
Indifferent 0 
Adequate 0 Inadequate 0 Indifferent 0 

Per month Rs. ailO 

Graduate 0 Postgraduate 0 More 0 
Others 0 (Doctor/Engineer/CA etc.) 

Bengali medium 0 English medium 0 
Residential 0 

Satisfactory 0 Nonsatisfactory 0 
Indifferent 0 

Necessity 0 Necessity and to attain social 

Necessity and urge to apply in real life 0 
Private 0 Government 0 Undertaking 0 
Educational 0 Self employed 0 



• Essential qualification (for job) 

• Job status (tick more than one, if 
Necessary) 

• Pay scale 

• Place of work 
• Number of working days in a 

week 
• Working hours per day 
• Job satisfaction 
• Income 

• Working environment 
• Future prospect 

SSC Q Graduate Q Postgraduate Q 
Technical diploma 0 Technical degree Q 

Permanent Cl Temporary Q Part time 
(solely) Q Part time (alongwith other) Q 
Less than Rs.l 000 Q Rs.l 001-3000 Q 

Rs.3001-5000 Q Rs.SOOl-10000 Q 
Above Rs.l 0000 Q 

KmOCJO 
DaysO 

HoursOO 
Satisfied Q Notsatisfied Q Indifferent Q 

Satisfactory Q Dis-satisfactory Q 
Indifferent Q 

Problematic Q Relaxed 0 Manageable 0 
Promising 0 Inadequate 0 Indifferent 0 

B. RELATIONS AND COMMITMENTS OF THE INFORMANT 

1. Family 

• Type 
• Number of family member 

• Family background 
Parental family 
Wife's family 

2. Marriage 

• Type of marriage 

• Age at the time of marriage 
• Opinion about dowry 

3. Wife 

• Age 
• Place ofbirth 
• Educational qualification 
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Nuclear Q Joint 0 
00 

Liberal Q Conservative 0 Moderate Q 
Liberal Q Conservative Q Moderate 0 

Negotiation Q Own choice 0 

Your Q Husband's 0 

Yes 0 
Yes 0 

Year QQ 

No 0 
No 0 

Rural 0 Suburban 0 Urban Q 

Graduate 0 Postgraduate 0 More 0 



• Occupational Status 

• Pay scale 

• Work status 

• Number of working days in a 
week 

• Working hours per day 
• Reason(s) for job 

Employed 0 Professional 0 
Self employed 0 Unemployed 0 
Less than Rs 1000 0 Rs. 1001-3000 0 
Rs. 3001 - 5000 0 Rs. 5001- 10000 
Above Rs. 1 0000 0 
Teaching 0 Supervisory 0 
Executive 0 Managerial 0 
Days 0 

Hours 00 
Financial necessity 0 Necessity & to 
attain social status 0 Social status 0 
Necessity and urge to apply in real life 0 

INFORMANT'S FEELINGS AND REALIZATIONS 

1. Are you happy with your wife? : 
2. What are the qualities your thought 

That your wife should possess 
When you were unmarried ? 
( ./ more than one if necessary) 

3. Do you think that the image of a wife 
You had in your mind before marriage 
is Quite different from what your have in 

Yes 0 No 0 

Broad minded 0 Accommodative 0 
Non - interfering 0 Homely 0 
Conservative 0 Calculative 0 
Methodical 0 Romantic 0 

Reality? Yes 0 No 0 

4. How often your wife complains 
that she is fed-up with you and cannot 
bear anymore if you do not change 
yourself? 

5. Do you have friends of opposite 
sex 

6. How many are intimate ? 
7. How often do you meet them ? : 
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Not at all 0 Rarely 0 Very often 0 
Indifferent 0 
Yes 0 No 0 

Number(s) 00 
Daily 0 Once a week 0 Twice a 
week 0 Once a month 0 
Once a year or more 0 



8. Are they /she common frir:nd ofboth 
of you and your wife ? 

9. lf'no' in '8', does your w1fe 
known of such friendship ·, 

1 0. If 'yes' in '9', does he approves it ? 
11. Does such friendship create any 

tension in your married Jif(; ? 

12. If 'yes' or 'to some extent.' in 11 then 
what is your reaction ? ' 

13. Do you know about your wife 
Friend(s) of opposite se-x ., 

• Ifyes, 
14. Whether all ofthem belong to same 

Status of your wife or not ., 
15. Do you approve it ? 
16. Does such friendship creatt any 

Tension in your married life 
17. If 'yes' or 'to some extent" in '16' 

Then what is her reaction ., 

18. Do you consider yourself~ <ui liberal 
and modem 'man' ? 

19. Do you and your wife spent 
Adequate time for your family ? 

You 
Wife 

20. In 'no' in '19', reasons fo1 
- y (JIJ 

Wih: 

' 

21. Do you agree with the statement that 
the emotional pattern of rtlationship 
contributes towards coheHiveness of 

Yes 0 No 0 

Yes 0 
Yes 0 

No 0 
No 0 Indifferent 0 

Yes 0 NoO TosomeextentO 

Revolt 0 Compromise 0 Co
operative 0 

Yes 0 No Q 
NumberQQ 

Yes Q No Q 
Yes Q No Q Indifferent Q 

Yes 0 No 0 To some extent 0 

Revolt Q Compromise Q 
Cooperative 0 

Yes Q 

Yes Q 
Yes 0 

No Q 
No Q 

No 0 

Job 0 Friendship Q Social activities 0 
AddaO 
Job 0 Friendship Q Social activities 0 
AddaO 

the family Agree 0 Disagree 0 

22. What is your reaction to y(Jur 
wife's taking up a job ? 

23. Does your wife's employrn<;nt 
create any tension or disturbance 
in your family ? 
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Gladly agreed Q Agreed 0 
Agreed because of economic reasons only Q 

Disagreed Q 

Yes 0 No Q Not so much 0 



24. Does your wife act selfish when his 
Own recreation, however benign, is 
Concerned ? 

25. If 'yes' in '24' what is your reaction 
To such selfishness ? 

26. Do you value extra structural 
relationship ? 

27. Do you consider such relationship 
Essential for mental and physical health 

28. Are you happy in your sex life? 
29. When do you think one should have 

children ? 

3 0. What is your desired number and sex 
Composition of children ? 

31. If you do have girl child, what future 
you desire for her ? 

32. Do your agree that children are essential 
For a strong marital bound ? 

33. Do you approve family planning ? 
34. How do you rate yourself as a husband ?: 
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Yes 0 No 0 

Indifferent 0 Approving 0 
Yes 0 No 0 

Yes 0 No 0 May be but it 
create Pressure on other family 
members 0 
Yes 0 No 0 

Immediately after marriage 0 
After a considerable gap 0 
Never Q 

Male 0 Female 0 

Married WorkingO 
Non-working 

Unmarried WorkingO 
Non-working 

Agree 0 Disagree 0 
YesO No Q 

0 

Q 

40% a 60% o so% o 
90% 0 100% 0 



ANALYSIS OF TABLES AND DIAGRAMS 

Table: 7.1 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Distribution of Respondents by Age and Sex 

Male Female 

Age (Years) No. % No. % 

18- 30 4 2.44 10 7.35 

31- 40 40 24.39 50 36.77 

41- 50 74 45.12 46 33.82 

51- 60 38 23.17 24 17.65 

61 and above 8 4.88 6 4.41 

ALL 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.1 indicates that the percentage of male and female 

respondents within the age interval 18 - 40 years are, 

respectively, 26.83 and 44.12 whereas, the corresponding 

figures for the age interval 41 years and above are 73.17 and 

55.88. It appears from the table that work participation rate 

among younger women is higher in comparison to their older 

counterparts. It is equally possible that the younger women 

are more responsive than the older group of women. This 

possibility arises out of the fact that the reply of the mailed 

questionnaires was not u pto the level of expectation. 
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Table: 7.2 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Educational Status of Respondents 

Level of Male Female 

Education No. % No. % 

Graduate 62 37.80 40 29.41 

Post-graduate 52 31.70 58 42.64 

More 46 28.05 34 25.00 

Indifferent 4 2.45 4 2.95 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.2 indicates the percentage of respondents in different 

levels of educational achievements. 59.75% of the male 

respondents belong to the group of higher educational level of 

post-graduates and more. For the females the figure is 67.64. 

The study includes educated persons only and the minimum 

level of education is fixed at the level of graduation. 
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Table : 7.3 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Parental Family Background of the Respondents 

Family Male Female 

Background No. % No. % 

Liberal 52 31.71 50 36.76 

Conservative 38 23.17 26 19.12 

Moderate 72 43.90 56 41.17 

Indifferent 2 1.22 4 2.95 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.3 shows the nature of parental family backgrounds of 

the respondents. The types vary from conservative, moderate 

to the liberal ones. Majority of the respondents are from 

moderate and liberal types as compared to the conservative 

one 75.61 percent of the males and 77.93 of the females belong 

to moderate to liberal forms while, the corresponding figures 

in conservative type indicate comparative low percentage as 

23.17 and 19.12, respectively. 
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Table : 7.4 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Expectation of Respondents about the Level of 

Qualifications for their Children 

Level of Male Female 

Qualification No. % No. % 

Graduate 8 4.87 2 1.47 

Post-graduate 34 20.74 30 22.06 

More 56 34.15 32 23.53 

Others 52 31.70 56 41.17 

(Doctors, 

Engineers, CA 

etc.) 

Indifferent 14 8.54 16 11.76 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.4 shows the pattern of distribution of the respondents 

so far their aspirations about childrens' education are 

concerned. The level of aspiration remains high irrespective of 

their personal qualifications, family background and income 

status. 86.59 percent of the male respondents and 86.76 

percent of female respondents want post-graduate or even 

higher level of education for their children. 
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Table : 7.5 

Male == 164 Nos. Female == 136 Nos. 

Distribution of the Respondents as per the Family Type 

Male Female 

Family Type No. % No. % 

Nuclear 102 62.19 94 69.11 

Joint 58 35.37 40 29.42 

Indifferent 4 2.44 2 1.47 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.5 shows the pattern of distribution of the respondents 

in between the family-types (Nuclear family and Joint family). 

62.19 percent of the male respondents have Nuclear-family 

set-up whereas, only 35.37 percent of them belong to joint

families. The corresponding figures for the women are 

respectively, 69.11 and 29.42. It appears that although the 

small family norm is dominating the urban areas, traditional 

joint family set-up has it utility in as much as one third of the 

sample population. 
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Table : 7.6 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Distance of work-place from Residence of the Respondents 

Distance Male Female 

(in K.M.) No. % No. % 

1- 10 68 41.46 78 57.36 

11- 20 46 28.05 38 27.94 

21- 30 16 9.76 2 1.47 

30- 40 0 0 0 0 

41- 50 0 0 0 0 

51 and above 6 3.66 0 0 

Indifferent 28 17.07 18 13.23 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.6 represents the distance of residence of the working 

individuals from their work places. Majority of the 

respondents reside within 20 K.M. of distance from their work 

places. There is no significant difference between the two 

categories in this regard, except for slight female 

preponderance in the shorter distance range. 69.51 percent of 

males and 85.30 percent of females fall within the group 1 to 

20 k.m. 
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Table: 7.7 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Distribution of Respondents by Marriage - Type 

Male Female 

Marriage Type No. % No. % 

Negotiated 86 52.43 52 38.23 

Marriage 

Self-choice/ 74 45.14 80 58.82 

Romantic 

Marriage 

Indifferent 4 2.43 4 2.95 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.7 indicates the distribution of the respondents so far 

as the principle of selection of spouse is concerned. The 

selection is either through family negotiation or by self

choice. In the first case the settlement is primarily between the 

households. This type is rather a rule of (caste, gotra etc. 

emphasizing) closed system. In second place, there are the 

romantic marriages where the partners are selected from an 

infinite range of eligibiles. The sample population of this 

study includes both the types of marriage. The male 

respondents do not differ significantly between the two types; 

there being a slight higher figure in the negotiated type. 

Among the female respondents, there is a distinct trend 
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towards self-choice (58.82 percent) as compared to the 

negotiated one (38.23 percent). 

Table : 7.8 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Reasons for Taking up Job 

Reasons for Male Female 

Job No. % No. % 

Necessity 64 39.03 18 13.23 

(financial) 

Necessity & 24 14.63 14 10.29 

Social Status 

Necessity and 56 34.15 74 54.42 
urge to put to 
use one's 
capability 
Indifferent 20 12.19 30 22.06 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.8 portrays a comparative picture between males and 

females in respect of their rationale behind their employment. 

For the males, the predominant responses go in favour of 

necessity along with the desire to attain social status and urge 

to put to use one's capability. The figures are, respectively, 

39.03, 14.63 and 34.15. On the contrary, for females, majority 

opine in favour of necessity and urge to put to use one's 

capability (54.42 per cent). Financial consideration alone 

seems to be major reason for only 13.23 percent of women 
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respondents. Urban middle class educated women appear self

conscious enough to put to use their potentialities in 

productive labour market. 

Table : 7.9 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Number of Respondents Having Friends of Opposite Sex 

Replies Male Female 

(Affirmation/ No. % No. % 

Negation) 

Yes 110 67.08 94 69.12 

No 46 28.04 34 25.00 

Indifferent 8 4.88 8 5.88 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.9 shows the pattern of distribution of respondents who 

have heterosexual friendships. 67.08 percent of males and 

69.12 percent females reply in affirmation. The urban 

educated working spouses appear to resemble each other in 

their wider range of non-kin relationships in work places. 
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Table : 7.10 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Pattern of Distribution of Respondents as per the Number of 

Intimate Friends of Opposite Sex 

Number of Male Female 

Person(s) No. % No. % 

1 14 8.55 12 8.82 

2 26 15.85 18 13.23 

3 18 10.98 8 5.88 

4 8 4.88 14 10.29 

5 10 6.09 10 7.35 

6 and above 6 3.65 14 10.29 

Indifferent 82 50.00 60 44.14 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.10 shows the distribution of respondents as per the 

number of intimate heterosexual friends. Majority of the 

respondents, irrespective of sex difference, remain indifferent 

about this question. The figures are 50.00 for males and 44.14 

for females. This may be a result of feeling inhibition in 

exposing one's intimate personal feelings. The rest of the 

respondents reply in definite manner. There seems no 

significant difference in the pattern of responses between the 
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two categories. The number (of such friends) vary from one to 

more. 

Table : 7.11 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Respondents Awareness of their spouses' Friends of 

Opposite sex 

Replies Male Female 

(Affirmation / No. % No. % 

Negation) 

Yes 56 34.15 90 66.18 

No 86 52.43 28 20.58 

Indifferent 22 13.42 18 13.24 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table : 7.12 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Respondent's Attitude Towards their Partners' Friends of 

Opposite Sex 

Replies Male Female 

(Affirmation/ No. % No. % 

Negation) 

Yes 48 29.26 64 47.06 

No 6 3.66 12 8.83 

Indifferent 110 67.08 60 44.11 
-. 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 
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Table 7.11 records the awareness of and Table 7.12 records the 

attitude towards the partners' friends of opposite sex. Higher 

percentage of the female respondents seem to be aware of 

their partner's friend(s) of opposite sex (66.18), and accept it 

(47.06). Attitude of indifference to direct questions about 

one's personal life needs to be mentioned as the percentages 

are quite high in, both, males and females. 

Table: 7.13 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

Effect of Intimate Heterosexual Friendships of Partners on 

Marriage Relationships 

Effect Male Female 

(Tension) No. % No. % 

Yes 6 3.66 8 5.88 

No 60 36.58 82 60.29 

Indifferent 98 59.76 46 33.83 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.13 s~ows the effect, if any, of intimate heterosexual 

friendships of the partners on marriage-relationships. Male 

responses are fewer (40.24). Majority of those who responded 

to the question negated the possibility of tension in their 

married life. 60.29 percent of females negated any· such 
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possibility. Corresponding figure for males is 36.58. 59.76 

percent of males and 33.83 percent of females show 

indifference to the question. 

Table : 7.14 

Male = 164 Nos. Female = 136 Nos. 

The Necessity of Children for a strong Marital Bond as 

observed by the Respondents 

Replies Male Female 

(In affirmation No. % No. % 

/Negation) 

Agree 138 84.15 120 88.24 

Disagree 10 6.09 8 5.88 

Indifferent 16 9.76 8 5.88 

All 164 100.00 136 100.00 

Table 7.14 indicates that majority of the respondents consider 

children as essential for strong marital bond. 84.15 percent of 

males and 88.24% of females are in agreement with the 

preposition. It can be assumed that the work, for both the 

spouses, is not a hindrance for a stable family life. Although 

children essentially imply more responsibilities, financial and 

physical, even then children are welcomed in the families. 
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Diagram 7.1. Tension due to the working status of women 

Hushand = 164 Nos. 

No so much 
16.30% 

33.48% 

Wives == 136 Nos. 

No so much 
23.53% 

Yes 

Yes 
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No 
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Diagram : 7.1 

Diagram No. 7.1 portrays the possibility of tension, if any, in 

married relationship due to the working status of women. 

Only 7.18 percent of the husbands and 7.35 percent of the 

wives perceive tension in marriage. Majority of the 

respondents negate such possibility. It may be inferred that 

women's working status is being accommodated within the 

structural relationships. 
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Diagram No. 7.2 
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Diagram no. 7.2 shows the opinion about the future of girl child. It 

is worth mentioning that almost all respondents answered the question in 

some definite manner. Majority responded in favour of working status. 

The status of marriage (without work) remains the primary consideration 

for 16% female and 22% of the male respondents. The future trend 

definitely goes in favour of married working women. 
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Diagram: 7.3 Answer to the question- "Do You Agree with the 

Statement that the Emotional PaHem of Relationships Contributes 

towards Cohesiveness of the Family 

Indifferent 
17.09% 

Disagree 
7.31% 

Disagree 
4.37% 

MALE 

FEMALE 

Indifferent 
10.20% 
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Diagram No. : 7.4. Answer to the Question - 1Do you Consider Extra 

Structural Relationships as Essential for Mental and Physical Health?' 

Indifferent 
17.07% 

Maybe but 
6.10% 

No 
21.95% 

Maybe but 
10.29% 

Indifferent 
14.71% 

No 
26.47% 

MALE 

FEMALE 
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Diagram - 7.03 presents the picture whereby majority of the 

working spouses agree with the statement that emotional 

pattern of relationships contributes towards the cohesiveness 

of the family. 

Diagram- 7.04 shows the trend of opinion about the necessity 

of extra structural relationships. 54.88 percent of the males 

and 48.53 percent of the females reply favourably. 6.10% of 

males and 10.29% of females express the necessity of such 

relationships, but at the same time skeptic about it. They feel 

that such relationships may create tension in marriage 

relationship. 
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Diagram : 7.05. Family background of the respondents and their 
answers to the question - 'Do you consider extra-structural 
relationships essential for mental and physical health?' 
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Diagram : 7.05 shows the responses about the necessity of 

extrastructural relationships as felt by individuals coming 

from different family backgrounds. Those who come from 

conservative atmosphere seems to show more favourably 

inclined to the view. The overall picture shows a favourable 

trend with some indications towards the pressure created by 

the structure. 

Diagram : 7.06 refers to the responses of people coming from 

different educational levels. 
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Diagram: 7.07. Answer to the question- 1 Do you value extra 

structural relationship?' 

No 
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Diagram : 7.07 reflects the distribution of the sample 

population into groups - favourable and unfavourable - in so 

far as they value the extra-structural relationships. There 

seems no significant difference in percentages of male and 

female respondents who have respondeD favourably. The 

figures are 57.74 and 57.36 respectively. 42.26 percent of male 

and 42.64 percent of the female responses are either 

unfavourable or remain indifferent. 
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Tables VIlA, VIIB and VIIC show the degree of attitude towards 

extra-structural relationship and its effect on cohesiveness of 

family. 

Thurstone (1946) defined attitude as the "degree of 

positive or negative effect associated with some psychological 

object". Any symbol, phrase, slogan, persons, institutions 

ideal or ideas towards which people can differ with respect to 

positive or negative effect is considered by Thurstone as a 

physchological object. In this particular study, the reaction of 

individual respondent towards extra-structural relationship is 

measured with a view to ascertain the nature of its association 

with family bondage. It is measured by using Likert's scale 

attitude measurement. Opinions of respondents about some 

statements relating to extra-structural relationships have been 

collected. Against each item there are scale points. The design 

of the scale points are as follows : strongly agree, agree, 

disagree and strongly disagree with weights 4, 3, 2 and 1 

respectively for favourable statements and reverse is the 

sequence of weights for the unfavourable statements. Since the 

middle category of "undecided" in Likert's scale serves as a 

scope to escape for, a slightly unwilling respondents 

(Chattopadhyay, 1963) has not been considered in this study. 

Level of attitude of the individual respondent is determined 

on the basis of the attitude scores. 

Chi-square analysis is done by dividing the respondents 

into four groups. Namely, low, middle, high and very high. 

Respondents with score falling below the 25 percentile, 

between 25 and 50 percentile, between 50 and 75 percentile 

and above 75 percentile are considered to have respectively 
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low, middle, high and very high attitude towards extra

structural relationship. As regards the degree of cohesiveness 

the respondents are again divided into two groups namely, 

low and high degree of cohesiveness by calculating the 

median value of the scores. Respondents with score falling 

below 50 are considered to have low and respondents above 50 

have high cohesiveness of the families. 

A contingency table is constructed Chi-square value is 

computed to assess the degree of association. Result obtained 

shows a high probability (between .05 and .02). The null 

hypothesis is rejected and the alternative which states that 

there is a positive relation between extra-structural 

relationship and cohesiveness of the family, is accepted. 
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Table-VIIA Relationship Between Attitude Towards Extra
Structural Relations and Cohesiveness of the 
Family for Female (Respondents by cross 
classifying two nominal scale variables with the 
help of Chi Square Test). 

~ 
Low High Total 

Upto 23 Above23 
e 

Low 0- 7 28 (77.77) 8 (22.23) 36 

Middle 8- 16 18 (42.85) 24 (57.15) 42 

High 17- 20 8 (33.33) 16 (68.66) 24 

Very high 21 & 12 (35.29) 22 (64.21) 34 
above 
Total 66 (48.52) 70 (51.48) 136 

X2 = 8.728; d.f = 3 
Cramer's Coefficient of Association= 0.0642. 

Table VIlA shows that the proportions of the female 

respondents with low, middle, high and very high degree of 

favourable attitude towards extra-structural relationship and 

belonging to the low degree of cohesiveness are respectively, 

77.77, 42.85, 33.33 and 35.29 and the corresponding figures for 

the high degree of cohesiveness are 22.23, 57.15, 68.66 and 

64. 71. The table, thus, indicates a direct relationship between 

attitude towards extra-structural relations and degree 

cohesiveness of the family. The calculated value of Chi-square 

(X2 = 8.728; d.f = 3) being significant to accept, the null

hypothesis is rejected and our alternative hypothesis is 

accepted. 
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Table-VIIB Relationship Between Attitude Towards Extra
Structural Relations and Cohesiveness of the 
Family for male (Respondents by cross 
classifying two nominal scale variables with the 
help of Chi Square Test). 

~ 
Low High Total 

Upto 23 Above23 
e 

Low upto 00 34 (65.38) 18 (34.62) 52 

Middle upto 12 34 (70.83) 14 (29.17) 48 

High upto 19 10 (33.33) 20 (66.66) 30 

Very high above 19 12 (35.29) 22 (64.71) 34 
Total 90 (54.87) 74 (45.13) 164 

X2 = 8.857; d.f = 3 
Cramer's Coefficient of Association = 0.0540. 

Table VIIB shows that the proportions of the male respondents 

with low, middle, high and very high degree of favourable 

attitude towards extra-structural relationship and belonging 

to the low degree of cohesiveness are respectively, 68.38, 

70.83, 33.33, and 35.29 and the corresponding figures for the 

high degree of cohesiveness are 34.62, 29.17, 66.66 and 64.71. 

The table, thus, indicates a direct relationship between 

attitude towards extra-structural relations and degree 

cohesiveness of the family. The calculated value of Chi-square 

(X2 = 8.857; d.f = 3) being significant to accept, the null

hypothesis is rejected and our alternative hypothesis is 

accepted. 
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Table-VIIC Relationship Between Attitude Towards Extra
Structural Relations and Cohesiveness of the 
Family (for both male and female sample by 
cross classifying two nominal scale variables 
with the help of Chi Square Test). 

~ 
Low High Total 

Upto 23 Above23 
e 

Low 0- 6 60 (69.76) 26 (30.24) 86 

Middle 7- 13 40 (60.60) 26 (39.40) 66 

High 14- 20 40 (45.45) 48 (54.55) 88 

Very high 21 & 24 (40.00) 36 (60.00) 60 
above 
Total 164 (54.66) 136 (45.34) 300 

X2 = 8.728; d.f = 3 
Cramer's Coefficient of Association = 0.0642. 

Table VIIC shows that the proportions of both male and 

female respondents with low, middle, high and very high 

degree of favourable attitude towards extra-structural 

relationship and belonging to the low degree of cohesiveness 

a·re respectively, 69.76, 60.60, 45.45 and 40.00 and the 

corresponding figures for the high degree of cohesiveness are 

30.25, 39.40, 54.55 and 60.00. The table, thus, indicates a direct 

relationship between attitude towards extra-structural 

relations and degree cohesiveness of the family. The 

calculated value of Chi-square (X2 = 8.316; d.f = 3) being 

significant to accept, the null-hypothesis is rejected and the 

alternative hypothesis is accepted. 

Non-kin relationship of spouses, arising out of 

workplace conditions, helps in maintaining the cohesiveness 

within the family. 
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Statistical Data from 1991 Census- A bird's eye view 

INDIA 

Population 84.63 crores 

Females 40.71 crores 

Males 43.92 crores 

Sex Ratio 927 
(Number of females per 
1000 Males) 

Literacy Rate 52% 

Female Literacy 39% 

WEST BENGAL 

Population 68077965 

Males 35510633 

Females 32567332 

Sex Ratio 917 
(Number of females per 
1000 Males) 

Literacy Rate 57.7 
(Rate in % excluding 
Age Group 0 - 6) 

Female Literacy 46.57% 
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KOLKATA 

Population 4399819 

Males 2445328 

Females 1954491 

Sex Ratio 799 
(Number of Females 
per 1000 males) 

Literacy Rate 77.61% 
(Rate in % excluding 
Age Group 0 - 6) 

Female Literacy 75.09% 

Male Literacy 91.94% 

Marital status for Female 47.9% 
Population 

Marital status for Male 47.5% 
Population 

Female Work Participation 1971 - 5.66% 
Rate 1981 - 6.1% 

1991 - 6.91% 

Sources: (1) Rastriya Mahila Ayog National Commission for Women. 
(2) Director of Census operations, West Bengal. 
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INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS 

Marriage and family, is undoubtedly one of the most 

prevalent and powerful institutions of society throughout the 

history of civilizations. It emerged and formed the core of the 

future society as the early wandering nomads were trying to 

settle down. The institution of marriage evolved, even later, to 

give some legal sanction to the families. With the passage of 

time changes occurred in its structure and functions. 

From the very early of the family forms there was the 

trend of women-folk remaining housebound to look after the 

household and children, and to provide comfort to husbands. 

During its long existence changes occurred in diverse areas of 

social life, but the role of women in the family did not change 

perceptibly as long as the male partner remained the sole 

bread earner. The role of the housewife was glorified, but it 

transpired to be monotonous to the concerned person 

(housewife) herself. The prolonged homebound life produced 

boredom and unhappiness in the psyche of the women 

partners of the family. 

In twentieth century there was one distinct change in the 

scenario. The wives and mothers in the family actively started 

sharing the provider's role. Increasing proportion of women 

took initiative in finding out jobs outside home. In the later 

half of the century, the proportion of married working women 

spending a lot of time outside the confinements of family and 
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having a wider world of relationships at their workplaces 

definitely showed an upward swing. 

During the 1950s and 1960s, sociologists assumed that 

the family was a key social institution and a fundamental 

element of social structure. In the 1960s, however, there were 

radical criticisms. 

The meaning of the family was also changing. Pre

industrial families were both producers and consumers, but 

after Industrial revolution the productive role of the family 

was gradually withdrawn and it remained primarily as the 

consuming unit. 

Increasing participation of married women in labour 

market, along with much higher rates of unemployment that 

were prevalent in early twentieth century, has eroded the 

norm of family - dependence on the sole male bread winner. 

The isolated housewife is now much rare than the women 

struggling to cope with the double shift of paid and domestic 

work. A trend of late marriage, particularly for the women 

folk, had developed during the later half of the twentieth 

century. 

There had been contradictory claims and statistical data 

concerning the necessity of family. Nevertheless, one thing is 

certain that the family has changed conceptually and 
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physically, and is still in a state of change causing confusion 

and shock for its members. It is mostly the female partners of 

the family whose role has been changed perceptibly. A person 

who was destined to serve the family (though unpaid), 

gradually started to realize her own potentiality. She came to 

understand and appreciate the values of freedom and raised 

her voice of protest. 

There was resistance, oppression and reluctance to start 

with, from the male partners of marriage. But expectations 

and behaviour did change though slowly and partially. 

Now, the present study attempts to find out the roles 

played by educated middle class spouses of an urban area, 

where both the spouses are professionally engaged. How do 

the husband and the wife, when both are professionally busy, 

react to the increasing occurrence of extra-familial 

relationships and obligations ? 

Family-structure in India is presumed to be dominated 

by traditional family norms and values, restricting the 

freedom of women. Now, the partially changed and further 

changing family norms and values, the participation of women 

folk in the outside world of productive employment, widening 

of circle of relationships beyond family particularly for 

women members- these and others are some of the issues for 

attention of sociological study. How all these are affecting the 

structural relationship of the family ? How is the structure 
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reacting ? Is it changing ? If so, in which way ? Will the family 

be strengthened or will it wither away ? Questions such as 

these are meant to be considered here with reference to family 

relationship in the metropolitan city of Kolkata. 

The findings which surface by an analysis of the tables 

are as follows -

1. The participation of women in the labour-force in the 

organized sector is still very low, but there is a 

definite upward trend in this respect. 

2. Desire for children is positively strong among the 

working spouses. Aspiration for higher education of 

children is also a common phenomenon among the 

partners in marriage. Their aspiration is irrespective 

of their own educationat economic and familial 

backgrounds. 

3. In the metropolitan set-up, majority of the families 

are of the nuclear type. The rest are joint-families or 

extended - nuclear ones. The latter types are more 

helpful for the working spouses, as those families 

provide a secure atmosphere for the children at home 

during the absence of both the parents. 

4. There is a definite preference for work-place near 

residence, and the reason obviously seems to be 

saving more time for family-affairs. 

5. As to the principle of selection of spouse, women 

definitely show inclination towards self-choice. 
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6. The primary reason for taking up jobs is definitely 

financial. But for the women-folk, realization of self

potentiality is also equally important. They appear to 

be confident about their status as individuals. They 

also show an attitude of openness while responding 

to the research questionnaire. 

7. Widening of non-kin acquaintance is also very much 

prevalent in urban social set-up. Friends of opposite 

sex are common for both the categories. At least there 

is no significant antagonism of women partners in the 

majority of cases. In this respect, there is some 

reservation in most of the male members. About the 

question of having intimate friends of opposite sex, 

there is lack of forthright answer in many cases. It is 

assumed that there are some inhibitions and also 

resistance to direct queries for disclosing one's 

intimate feeling in this regard. 

8. In the question of tension arising out of partners 

having intimate friends of opposite sex, 50% of the 

male respondents did not answer. Female 

respondents are more outspoken and there is a 

definite inclination towards negation of any tension. 

9. Most of the husbands and wives denied the 

possibility of tension in marriage-relationship arising 

out of wives' participation in paid labour market 

outside home. 

10. Parents' opinion about the prospect of their girl child 

goes in favour of working status. They want the 
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future of their daughters as to be secure enough as 

working-wives, i.e., a professional career along with 

matrimonial relationships. 

Statistical methods, used to assess the impact of extra

structural relationships on the family, also lead to the view 

that where both husband and wife in a family-unit work 

outside the home, this does not necessarily imply any 

insurmountable difficulty or dislocation or rupture in their 

domestic relationship. This research also indicates changes in 

morality and values of the family, giving rise to a flexible 

accommodative and compliant model and leading to an 

enhanced durability of marriage-partnership. With its new 

structural existence, the family is much less oppressive, 

resulting in more scope of individual freedom for both the 

partners - giving rise to a form of joint venture with 

emphasis on equality. Thus it seems evident that the empirical 

findings on the subject corroborate the theoretical judgements 

on it. 

Urban families having working-wives are in no way less 

efficiently run than the families in which wives are not having 

profession out-side homes. On the contrary, the first type 

means less frustration on the part of the woman and more 

organization in routine household chores. The professional 

world works as an outlet for monotony and boredom. The 

meaning of leisure is somewhat different for the families 

having working spouses, and it is utilized more efficiently. It 
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has been found that as married women have taken on more 

and more hours of paid employment, they have been partially 

successful in getting their husbands to assume greater role in 

necessary home making duties, including child care. Married 

couples of urban centres, where both the spouses are working, 

have less time to brood and fight over routine household 

problems. They concentrate more on the solutions of the 

problems rather than on long discussions on them. To adjust 

in various situations, arising out of different family 

necessities, is a trend among these couples. 

Thus, professional life tends to stabilize the family life 

of the couples to a certain extent. It was thought that women, 

as members of paid labour force, were economically 

independent and would be less eager to preserve their marital 

relationships at the cost of themselves. But, present study 

finds the case otherwise. The working woman is quite stable 

in both stances of her existence - . a woman and a 

professional. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 

We are at our journey's end, and it is time now to collect 

threads of our thoughts, and look back at our findings, 

conceptual and empirical. 

Ours have been an endeavour of understanding a human 

problem. The woman, in whatever role we may find and see 

her, is a human being and if any role and the expectations that 

it may generate deprives her of dignity as a human being, 

then the role or the roles should be deemed undesirable. No 

,role that a woman may find herself in or is expected to play, 

should be dehumanising or demeancing for her person. Look 

at from this perspective the women's problem has often turned 

out to be a problem of human rights. I propose to use the 

phrase 'human rights' in an extended sense with a longer 

moral import. Recently, 'human rights' has come to be 

interpreted in the moral sense, besides the juridical, in the 

Latin American countries. It is the human right of a woman 

not to be forced into a role that might rob her of her dignity as 

a human being endowed with freedom of choice along with 

the responsibilities that such choices may entail. 

Our understanding of the woman's state of being either 

in bondage or freedom has a deep phenomenological 

dimension. As a human person, the woman has to relate 

herself to her other or others. It is she who has to discover 

that. Then the question would arise how would she relate 

herself to her other or others. 
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The act of relating herself to others may be partly an act 

of individual choice, and partly institutional. Marriage, 

having children, making friends inside and outside marriage 

are some of the ways in which she relates herself to others. 

The act of relating might land herself in bondage or enhance 

her sense of freedom. 

The family in which a woman is married is usually taken 

as domain_ of her relationships, centering round her partner in 

marriage. It has· sometimes been argued that the family is the 

curse, the cause of her bondage, and she can have freedom 

only if she can get away from her expected roles and 

responsibilities generated by her life in the family. This is 

envisaged as a possible road to freedom. The argument is 

somewhat vague since m-ost, it not all, of us are familial 

creatures, and in that respect men and women, married or not, 

have roles accompanied by expectations. Do men think of their 

lives in the family as one of bondage, and look for freedom 

elsewhere outside it? What is so special about the married 

women that she should think along that line and seek freedom 

outside the family? The concept of family is formulated within 

a culture, and culture is a "product" of a variety of social 

forces, beliefs, economics, laws of inheritance, religious 

attitudes, etc. These forces are operative upon men as well as 

women. But the fact still remains that each society has its own 

image of the man and the woman. And it is the image of the 

woman entertained in the social atmosphere expects, and to an 

extent moulds her in the likeness of that image. It may be true 

that man has had a longer share in delineating the details of 
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the image, and it also has been an image to his advantage and 

emotional security. But can we not ask, is the· image of men 

wholly to the disadvantage of the women? Perhaps no straight 

forward answer can be given. It may be the case that the 

woman has come to dislike the image, and she now wishes to 

replace society's image of herself by an image that she would 

project for herself. At least quite a few of the feminist 

persuasions appear and ring like that. 

The point, however, is that our bondages are real, and 

much of it is our own making. Compared to our bondages, 

freedom is usually conceived in a negative fashion, as 

something away from and denial of the bondages. This 

conception of freedom is devoid of content. In our creving for 

freedom we tend to forget to summon our will to achieve or 

wrest freedom in a fruitful manner, filling the idea of freedom 

with content and purpose. As a general situation all of us, 

men as well as women are in bondage, human bondage as it 

were. It should never be thought that women alone are in 

bondage, and men are free. There are cases of freedom that 

have been creatively achieved, not necessarily by rebellion or 

agitational talk. Example of women who have achieved them 

in bondage are not wanting. Virginia Wolf in England, 

Ashapurna Devi in West Bengal achieved their freedom by 

their sustained literary activity. What I wish to suggest is that 

even while a woman feels to be in empirical bondage, she can 

achieve freedom In her spiritual dimension through 

indomitable will and creative endeavours. I say this without, 
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of course, minimising the need of empirical freedom on her 

part. 

Studies in anthropology in respect of woman's empirical 

dimensions have revealed the fact, and it is all too well

known a fact not to be ignored, that gender and space of the 

woman demands serious considerations. Since the 1980s and 

1990s there has been a phenomenal surge of interest in the 

body of women. Departing from earlier trends which either 

posited the body as a tangible, Pre-discursive entity or as a 

purely representational medium, an increasing number of 

recent studies (as by Seemanthini Niranjana's Gender and 

Space : Feminity, Sexualization and the Female body, Sage, 

1999.) focus on the body as subject. The study, focus and the 

method may be novel, but the insight is ancient. In one of the 

Charyapadas, it is said that the doe is her own enemy on 

account of her meat : apana manse harina bairee. Women are 

culturally taught be conscious of themselves as bodies of 

unique feature~, and to be careful about any possible harm to 

their bodies. Attention is paid to the "lived body" in the 

everyday lives of women. There occurs the conjunction of 

space and gender in the daily practices and discourses of 

feminity and sexuality. The traditional concept of gender with 

its connotations of biology is yet to get rid of even by so

called liberated women. It is so deeply phenomenological an 

affair. Women tend and are thought to define themselves or 

their lives in terms of the acts, i.e words, body movements, 

work, rituals. Considerations of spatiality can and do infrom 

the bodily practices of women within diverse contexts and 
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settings, both in the alleged situations of bondage as well as 

freedom. The spatial axis, be it the home or the office, orients 

bodily practices, designating acts as "proper" and "improper", 

"moral" and "immoral". The urban and metropolitan space 

does not change the manner in which women define or realise 

their personhood. Their movements are choreographed by 

certain implicit rules governing the use of space. Women, as 

unmarried girls or as wives, are expected to stay indoors, 

unless it is really necessary to go out as on a job or school or 

college. Among women the spouse goddesses like Mangala, 

Gouri, Laxmi receive worship since they emphasize the 

harmonious and productive role of married women. These 

goddess stand for wifely virtue. The identification of women's 

interest is always with the "inside", with the "safe" legitimate 

spaces and transgressing these spaces is seen as immoral. 

Whether a woman is married or unmarried, housewife or a 

professional person, the fact remains, and perhaps will remain 

for a longer while, that structuring the space of woman's 

world is a socio-cultural attempt to regulate female morality. 

Thus feminity I sexualization are the products of and the 

medium through which are marked physical, moral and 

cultural spaces. The body as a biological entity is also 

mediated through the socio-cultural and moral injunctions and 

norms that are inseparable from a culture's imaging of the 

female body. We may refer to menstruation and associated 

puberty rituates, marriage and procreation only to find the 

cultural mediation is so complete that women, rural or urban, 

come to relate as much to the body as to the cultural ideas 

underlying these events. These define and prescribe the nature 
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of a woman's role and the social spaces open to her. The 

diologic relation between the biological and the socio-spatial 

appears to be one where the biological substratum is 

controlled and channelized by incorporating it into cultural 

idioms and practices. To put differently, female sexuality 

acquires legitimacy only within certain spaces. The bodily 

matrix is engaged in drawing the spatial parameters within 

which women's lives are defined. It is one of the finding of 

the present research that women live with and in their bodies 

and contend with what culture does with such bodies. The 

coordinates of such a matrix of sexualization I spatialization 

offers a unique point of entry into the culture that pervades 

the metropolis and polices the movements of women. This is 

not to say that the mapping of spaces of the domestic - public 

model is something static. There are continuous shifts and 

transformations into how these spaces are characterized. The 

woman, rural and urban, views herself as a body representing 

encoded social meanings. Conventional feminism is no answer 

to the phenomenon. What one has to do is to take note of the 

phenomenology of the female body, and look into the 

phenomenon how it is shaped by socio-cultural forces, beliefs 

and ideas like the goddess-woman equation etc. If one attends 

a metropolitan marriage ceremony one would discover rituals 

and acts and social stipulations concerning the female body 

and its associations with social morality. 

The empirical part of our study has supported our 

contentions put forward in the philosophical part. The 

metropolitan woman enjoys certain priviledges and a 

143 



. comparative degree of freedom that is still denied to her 

sisters beyond the city. But the metropolitan woman is still 

the daughter of her mother who believes or believed that the 

identity of a woman is constituted by her body. Therefore the 

metropolitan woman still has miles to go to have her share of 

liberation. The changes that have taken place have been there 

as a result of necessity, not out of free, conscious choice. In 

the domain of our study, as elsewhere, freedom involves some 

price in the form of tension, conflict suffering, etc. Unless the 

woman resolves to pay the price (as tolerating or absorbing or 

neutralizing the suffering) she may go on talking about 

liberation without ever attaining it. 

It appears that the married working women in the 

metropolis of Kolkata, are living a sort of double life, in 

family and outside. The women whom we had approached 

with questionnaire through mail or in person, not all of them 

did care to respond. And even those who responded avoided 

responding to questions of personal nature. The hesitation in 

responding to questions of personal nature is rooted in the 

responders' twotier selfhood. At one tier the woman exists in 

the inherited psyche made up of beliefs and ways of thinking 

of culture of quite a few past centuries. This included 

conventional value judgements handed down to them by their 

mothers and grandmothers. At the another tier of their 

existence they are moulded by the circumstances in which 

they find themselves, i.e., an identity that they have beyond 

their home and its relationships. 
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In some cases the new identity was opted and eagerly 

acquired, while in others the new extra-familial identity was 

forced upon them, that is, in order to serve the family in a 

better manner some of the responding women had to take up 

jobs. Our responders have been a mixed lot, with a diversity 

of beliefs, ideas and value judgements. But it has been found 

that a large section of married women prefer to maintain both 

structural and extra-structural relationships; or to put the 

matter differently, two identities, as it were, one defined by 

the family structure, and the other by quasi structural 

associations beyond the family, in the place of work with 

friends of opposite sex. It is likely that some of the 

respondents enjoy the relationship outside their families and 

wish to protect and maintain it as a sort of zone of freedom. 

Besides, most of our responders are hardly ever prepared to 

renounce the structural shelter and security provided by the 

family. Valuationally, it could also be said that it is the latter 

which they put on a higher status compared to the former. In 

short, most of the married women having extra-familial 

relationships like to have the best of both the worlds. As a 

result of developing and valuing the extra-familial 

relationship in a greater degree, marriages in general, might 

have broken down, but such consequences are not in the usual 

course of events. There is the feeling that living in marriage is 

still worth looking for, along with or inspite of the extra

structural relationships, valued for its diversity, novelty and 

wider friendships. 
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Lastly, I should like to draw the notice of my readers to 

the chapter on the Bengal Renaissance and the image of 

Bengali women in major literature of that period. I attach a 

special importance to that chapter since the images of Tagore' s 

heroines reflect the changes that brought about the modern 

Bengal. In terms of the movements of reforms in the rules of 

marriage, social customs and education, Tagore's heroines 

have been creatures of their times. A few pointers may be 

indicated. In Tagore' s short-stories and novels, we meet 

women of charcter and resolve. Some of them are infused 

with noble patriotism, transcending the barriers of sectarian 

religious feelings, a few of them are widows, in search of a 

new meaning of life in love elsewhere. There is a woman in 

the group of terrorists who realises that terrorism 

dehumanises mutual trust and relationships. There is Malati 

who shines in her studentship in Mathematics and sails 

abroad for higher studies, and thereby puts her Chauvinistic 

lover into shame. She is called Sadharana meye, an ordinary 

woman. There is Labanya, who is an M.A. in English and 

teaches in a school, and it is she who decides not to marry the 

bright and sparkling Amit, for the fact that he is not enough 

stable in his domestic aspects, and marries eventually the 

patient and quiet Mohanlal who appears to her more reliable 

as a partner in life. There is Sohini, a Punjabi lady, married to 

a Bengali botanist. Her only aim in life, after she became a 

widow is to keep her husband's research projects go on and 

'entices" so to say a bright student of her husband through the 

daughter. Sohini is a character by herself, who stalls our 

moral judgements, and it is unthinkable that such a character 
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was conceived by Tagore in the late thirties of the twentieth 

century. And finally, there is Chitrangada who tells Arjuna 

that she does not wish to be either adored as a goddess or cast 

aside in neglect. Rather she would like to be on his side in the 

trials and turbulations of life, and it is only then he would 

come to know her real worth. In a poem called Sabala Tagore 

makes the woman put forth her manifesto for freedom to win 

over her fate. Long before the concept of 'Women's lib' was 

heard on our shores, this poem had generated a consciousness 

among Bengali women that they were not a lot that could be 

brushed aside as abala or without determination and resolve. 

But on the whole the society has not marched along with 

literature, and still works with what I have called bifocalism 

inherited from a distant codifier of social laws. It remains to 

be seen what the Bengali women make of themselves, shall 

they go by slogans or emerge as new and responsible persons. 
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