
vi. 

INTRODUCTION 

It is universally accepted that history and geography 

have very close ties. In fact,. to have a correct and compre

hensive understanding of the ~story of. a country,. a thorough 

knowledge of its geography is indispensable. Richard Hakluyut 

(1553-1616 A.D.) said that, •aeographie and chronologie are 

the sunne and moone, the right eye and the left eye of ell 

history•. Prof. Mitchell was of the opinion thet history was 

in essence founded upon geography. He says, •without a 

geographical basis, the people, the makers of history, seek 

to be walking on air, as in those chinese pictu~s where the 

ground is wanting. The soil,. too, must not be looked upon 

only as the ·scene of action. Its influence appears in a 

hundred ways, such as food, climate etc. • 

The physiography moulds the geographic base for human 

civilisation. Geography, in turn plays a dominant role in 

shaping the events of human life. The express fo= of the 

geographical pattern is deteJ:1Dined by the technics adopted 

and the stage of the material culture of the people. 

The aim of historical geography is to find the histo-

rical roots of present froms and conditions of settlement and 

= to trace @J settlemen\ that affected the cultural landscape. 

so, the importance of geography for a study of history cannot 

be underestimated. 
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vii. 

l'he historical geography of the dJ.ffeJ:ent regions 

of Burope has been studied in details by a good number of 

scholars, but similar studies on Ind.ia are not very large. 

Al.exarder CUnningham's Geography of AnCient IndJ.§ (1871) is 

undoubtedly one of the pionner worlcs in this respect. 

Although this work is mainly concerned with a description 

of the route followed by Hiuen Tsang, it contains valuable 

information about ancient India. cunningham was followed, 

among others by B.c. Law, who contributed immensely on early 

Irdian Geography (Historical Geography of Ancient India (1954), 

Mountains of India (1944), Rivers of India (1944), Bharater 

PUnyatirth~ (1944)etc.). This sort of historio-geoqraphical 

study on several regions of Irdia has been pursued by other 

scholars, of whom mention may be made of s.N. Majuarlar 

(MCCrindle•s Ancient India as Described by ptolemy, 1927), 

N.L. Day (Geographical Dictionary of Ancient ard Medieval 

India, 1927). D.c. sircar (studies in the Geography qf 

Ancient and Medieval India, 19601 Cosmegrapl!y and Geography 

in Early Indian Literature, 1967; S!l<ta-pithas, 1948); K.D. 

Bajpei (The Geographical EncyclppaedJ.a of Ancient and 

~»dieval India, Part-I, 1967), H.D. Sankalia (studJ.es in the 

Historical and cultural Geography and EthnographY of Gujarata, 

1949), M.s. pandey (The Historical Geography and Topography 

of Bihar, 1963), P.K. Bhattacharyya (Historical Geography of 

Madhya Pradesh From Early Records, 1977). 
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viii. 

Till now, very little has been done on the historical 

11eography of ASsam, more specially on the medieval period, 

The earliest work of Assam of t!U.s nature is the EarlY Geo

graphy of Assam by B.K. Barua. This wodc, however, is only 

a supplement to his CUltural History of Assam devoting a few 

pages to the religious c;Jeogrsphy of Assam of pre-Ahom period, 

Dr. :rchh.imuddin sarkar•s Historical Geography of Pragjyotisa

Kamrupa (Ancient Period) is the only wodc in this line. 

However, this worlt is limited to the Ancient period of Assam, 

though the scholar has occasionally intruded into the medieval 

Assam. 

Thus,practically no research work has been attempted 

to delineate the historical geography of the .medJ.eval period 

during Which far-reaching developments had talten place in 

economic, military, cultural, ac;Jrlcultural and other spheres. 

A wor!t on the historical Geography of medieval Assam has been 

a desideratum, :rt is with a senae of dedication, we have talten 

up the work with the hope that it will enrich our knowledge of 

medieval Assam. 

AS for the term •Medieval Assam•, it iB used here to 

denote the period from 1228 to 1825 A.D. The year 1228 forms 

a significant landmark in the history of ASsam· as the entry 

of the Ahoma into the 8rahmaputra Valley, The year 1825 mar!ts 

the end of the Ahom rule with the Treaty of Yandaboo when 
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ix. 

Assam was occupied by the British, The region which the 

Ahoms ruled for a period of six hundred years came to be 

known after them as Asam or Assam. 

under the political sway of the Ahoma in the medieval 

Period (1228-1826 A.D.), the Brahmaputra Valley acquired a 

distinct political and geographical entity under the nama 

Asam or Assam. Commensurating their territorial expension 

new capitals, towns, villages, religious institutions, mar-

kets, fort8, roads, tanks etc. had also been constructed. 

The present state of ASsam, located in the north-east 

corner of India between the latitudes 2B0 18' and 24°ft, and 

longitudes 89°46' and 97°4'E, substantially represents the 

territory of medieval Assam. Medieval Assam i,e. the Ahom 

l<ingdom reached the p.1tltai Hills in the east, and the river 

M4nah and !1Bgarber.1 to the -st, the southern slopes of the 

eastern Himalay or Himalayas in the north, and the river 

Jamuna and Hl!ghalay plateau in the south. OUr study has 

been confined with this geographical boundary'as far as 

practicable, 

physiographically Assam represents hills, plateaus 

and alluvial and diluvial plains, Folded mountains of ter

tiary sedimentarias representing the eastern part of the 

Himalay and Patltai occur in its northern and eastern borders, 

The Brahmaputra Valley is an alluvial plain with its fringes 
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x. 

adjoining mountains and hills partly filled with diluvial 

and bhabar neterials. The Heghalay including Mildr hills 

(Karbi Anglong) is genetically a part of Peninsular India 

and a typical plateau. 

Most dominant physical feature of the Brahmaputra 

Valley or Assam proper is the course of the Brahmaputra 

which has separated its own valley into two divisions (i.e. 

uttarkul and Dekhinkul). surrounded on all sides except 

the west by mountains and intersected in all directions by 

many streams and rivulets arising out from the neighbourin11 

hills and emptying themselves into the 11reat Brahmaputra. 

The total length of the valley is about 725 km. and average 

width is about BO km. It is fairly wide in Upper Assam with 

an average width of 100 km. but na=aws down to a nere 55 km. 

in its middle part where the Karbi Anglong Hills protrude 

to the bank of the Brahmaputra. west of the Karbi Anglong 

Hills, the valley again widens gradually upto its west boun

dary. To the west of the point where the Karbi Anlllong Hills 

meet the Brahmaputra, the valley includes numerous isolated 

hillocks upto Goalpara. These scattered hillocks, structura

lly and geologically parts of the ·Meghalay Plateau are spread

ing even to the north bank plain of the Brahmaputra. 
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xi. 

The pl.Un of the valley is mainly made up of nev and 

old alluvium deposited py the Brahmaputra river and its 

innumerable tributaries. The alluvium of the plain is of 

recent origin overlying Tertiary, Mesozoic and ArChaean bed 

rocke. 

The general gradient of the valley is from north to 

south in the north bank plain,and from south to north in the 

south bank pl.Un. Besides the valley as a whole gently slopes 

from north-east to south-vest. sadiya, situated at the eastern 

end of the valley has an elevation of 134 m. aboVe sea level, 

Dibrugarh 106 m. Sibsagar 97 m. Teapur 7B m. GUwahati 50 m. 

and Goalpara 45 m. This valley is ~garded as an eastern

most continuation of the Xndo-Gangatic trough. 

xn the north, there is abriJpt drop of the Lesser 

Himalayas to the plain of the Brahmaputra Valley and the 

mountains and plains are demarcated naturally py the 1BOm. 

contour. For this reason the northern tributaries of the 

valley are very unstable having shallow braided channels vith 

coarse sandy beds in the foot of the hills and also further 

dovn. xn the south, the natural boundary between the hills 

and the pl.Uns is irregular with plain embayments intruding 

into the hills through age-old erosion. 
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xii. 

'ltle average breadth of the river Brahmaputra is 

about 6 km. The land surface of its valley plain ID!I.Y be 

divided into five distinct physioqraphic zones running 

parallels of sub-parallely to the Brahmaputra. These are 

(1) the northern foot hill zone of the Lesser Himalayas, 

(2) The middle plain of the north bank, (3) tha active flood 

plain and 'char lands •, (4) the middle plain of the south bank 

and (5) the southern foot hill zone. 

me Brahmaputra Valley has a climate whJ.ch is charac

terised by a highly humid atmosphere, plentiful rains and a 

cold fogqy winter. The cold season from November to FeQfUary 

is followed by the pre-monsoon season of severe thuOOer storms 

from March to MaY. '!'he south-west monsoon is from JUne to 

about the beginning of OCtober, october and November consti-

tute the post-monsoon season. 

Rainfall increases to the north-east in upper Assam, 

and to the north--st to the Himalayan foothills of the LOWer 

Assam. Its south-eastern part (i.e. Nagaon and Marl.gaon 

districts) has the lowest rainfall. The average annual 

rainfall in Assam is 2,420.8 mm. About 65% of the rainfall 

is received during the monsoon season, JUly being the month 

with the maximum rainfall. 

•,. ·-~-~--
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xiii. 

Jannuary is the coldest m::mth of the year with the 

mean daily minimum tempe~ature at 9.3°c and the mean daily 

maximum at 22.9°c. The te~ratures begin to rise from 

about the beginning of March, and by JUly they attain the 

highest point, the mean daily maximum temperature being 

0 31.6 c. 

These differences in physiography and climate as well 

as soil leads to differences in natural vegetation. As for 

example, shorea robusta (sal), a typical deciduous plan,. -
abundantly grows in the southern foothills of LOwer ASsam, 

which is altogether absent in the Upper ASsam. 

The soil of ASsam, in general, is exceedingly rich, 

and well adapted to all kinds of agricultural purposes. 

Flood and erosion of the Brahmaputra valley have destroyed 

many of its towns. Earthquakes, though occuring at intervals 

of long period (approximately after every 50 years) may cause 

enormous damage to bUildings, bridges and temples. 

The state of ASsam is very rich in flora, fauna, 

mineral wealth and agricultural products. Medieval Assam, 

as it is evident from her history, became a satiated. or 

self-sufficient state in all respects with the strength of 

these natural and economic resources. The pre-dominant role 

which Assam was able to play in her nedieval history in 

North-East India, to a large extent was due to her geography 

and her location. 
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xiv. 

The present work embodies the results of an intensive 

and extensive study of the hills, rivers, territories, towns, 

villages, sacred•places, fortifications, roads and routes of 

medieval ASsam on the basis of the literary, archaeological 

and epigraphical sources. Among the literary sources, like 

buranjis, guru-charits, vansavalis, tantras, puranas, and 

foreign.accounts, the buranJis (written in Ahom as well as 

in Assamese language) or the chronicle _a of Assam are by far 

the most important. Apart from these sources, among foreigner's 

accounts (both persian and European) mention may be made of 

Tabagat-i-Nasi.rl., Baharistan-f-Ghayabi, Fathin-i-Ibriyya, 

A Geographical Sketch of ASsam and An Account of Assam. 

A large number of archaeological remains and existing 

monuments of this period, are lying in different parts of ASsam 

as well as in its neighbouring states. 
·I',· 

In addition, we have a large number of epigraphs of 

the.ruling dynasties of the Brahmaputra Valley, more specially 

of the Ahoms, discovered from the . different parts of Assam. 

Many of these have been coq:>iled and edited. by several scholars., 

~nscriptions of Ancient Assam of M.M. Sharma, Kamrupasa~anaval! 

of n. Sarma, Prachyasasan!vali of M. Neog and Inscriptions of 

the Ahom kings (MS) of J.N~ Phukan may be mentioned. MOreover, . ! 

Purani Asamar Raj anoi tik. shugul (a geographical work on Assam 
I 

of late 17th century, a few leafs of which were published by 
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u.c. Lekharu in Avahan, in 1930) and pedkakat (settlerrent 

report) of the tine of Dekaj ana Borphukan, now preserved in 

the Library of Gauhati University, form important sources 

of our study, Attention has also been paid to the vritin~s 

of researches in .recent years in addition to the vari£icat1on 

of the materials collected by our extensive tours and field 

investi~tions. 

'l11e work is divided into nine chapters. The chapter

! is devoted to the Historical Backgroum of A.Osant, It gives 

an outline of the history of Assam since its early tines down 

to the end of the Ahom rule in 1826 A.D. and subsequent terri

torial reo~anisations and creation of neighbouring states 

laying more emphasis to the Ahom period i,e, with which this 

work is mainly concerned, 

In succeeding chapters,we have discussed Hills and 

Mountains, River!>, Tank.::> and Lakest Territorial and Admlnis-

trative Divisions, Capitals, Towns and other Minor centres, 

Villages! religious Institutions and Sites, Fortifications, 

and Routes and Roads, all prefaced by an introduction. 

Chapter III is divided into two sections, first bein~ 

the Rivers and second is the Tanks and Lakes, The place 

names occured in the copper plates, perik.altat as well as in 

the ~rani ASamar Rajnoitik Bhugul (connected with Kamrup 

region) have been inserted in the fourth chapter, which deals 

with the Territorial and Administrative DiVisions, 
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xvi. 

we have spared no pains to make our treatrrent 

systematic~ exhaustive and useful. aut~ it must be admitted 

that, a work, of historical research of such maqnitute cannot 

be done and complete without the collaboration of fellowmen 

ard fellow-workers consisting of historians, geographers and 

cartographers. 

we have applied here survey method and arranged the 

geographical names in an alphabetical oroer and fully dealt 

with them under proper divisions to which they .belong. on 

the basis of an encyclopaedic format, we have offered views 

on their identification - location and mentioned sources 

which refer to them. 

Lastly, nine sketch maps of medieval Assaro have been 

incorporated. These maps are prepared in consonance with 

the problems connected with the medieval geography of Assaro. 
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