
Chapter Ill 

Research Setting : Demographic and Socio--economic 
Features of Badia Settlements 

Members of the Badia Muslim group predominantly Jive in Maida and 

Murshidabad DistriCts of West Bengal. History of the origin and settlement of the 

group reveals that the ecological condition conducive to agriculture attracted 

them to settle on the banks of rivers flowing through the states of Bihar and West 

Bengal. The early stage of settlement of the Badias in West Bengal dates back 

to the days of undivided Bengal. The presence of the Badias, therefore, is found 

in Bangladesh at present. Of course, migration of the Badias in various places of 

India, Bhutan and Nepal have also been occurred subsequently. Socio-economic 

condition of the present-day Badias living in the northern part of West Bengal 

has been delineated here. 

It has been decided that the Badias should be studied in Darjiling district 

and its adjoining areas of West Bengal in order to understand their socio-

economic life. From preliminary field work it has been revealed that in Darjiling 

district main concentration of the Badias is found in Phansidewa block. The 

block was earlier called as , Kharibari-Phansidewa. Reference is, therefore, 

available on Badia settlement in Kharibari-Phansidewa area (Hoque, 1986). Four 

distinct settlements of the Badias are found in this area. These settlements are 
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popularly known as Basti or Para. A settlement of some families in a hamlet or 

part qf a revenue village is known as Para but calling the settlement as Basti is of 

great significance. In Darjiling district, the term Basti is often used to denote a 

settlement in hilly areas. It has some special characteristics. 

"Basti, whose nearest English equivalent would be a conglomeration of 
\ 

households, forms the basic unit of community life in the rural parts of the hill 

sub-divisions including the tea garden areas. Both horizontal and vertical 

Cflntiguity of homesteads are necessary to give the territorial community its 

identity as a basti. When the greater part of the day-to-day social and economic 

activities of the bulk of the people, such as serving or being served in productive 

endeavours, attending the same daily or periodical market, drawing from the 

same sources of water etc. are limited to a certain number of more or less 

c-ontiguous households, the inhabitants form a basti. Sometimes ethnic, 

oc-cupational and religious similarities give the bastis a further dimension of 

homogeneity. Development of communication, spread of literacy and pressure of 

population have long been acting as agencies to breakdown the barriers of 

aloofness of the bastis and make them something like the grams of the plains .... 

The establishment of statutory Gram Panchayats, meant to serve the revenue 

mouzas, has also affected the territorial structure of the rural society." (Banerji, 

et. al, 1980: 115 -116). 
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All these four settlements of Darjiling district have been incorporated in 

this study. Two of these settlements are inhabited by the people of Maida district 

while the Badias of Murshidabad have settled in other two settlements. From the --

adjoining district i.e. North Dinajpur two other settlements have been considered 

in this study. These two settlements are also inhabited by the people of .Maida 

and Murshidabad districts. In spite of several differences they have a common 

culture practised in day to day life. Separate identity is also maintained in some 

aspects. It seems that the people of Maida origin are quite orthodox than their 

Murshidabad counter parts. A portion pf the settlement in Maida district where 

the relatives of the people of Maida basti of Darjiling district live has, therefore, 

been incorporated in this study. Altogether seven settlements of the Badias have 

been taken into. consideration. Following is the administrative boundary and 

location of the settlements under study: 

SI.No. Name of the Settlement District Block Mouza 
1. CHIKANMATI Darjeeling · Phansidewa Chikanmati 

·2. MALDABASTI Darjeeling Phansidewa JorePakri 

3. MURSHJDABAD BAST! Darjeeling Phansidewa Jore Pakri 

4. NITBAZAR Darjeeling Phansidewa Hakragach 

5. UTTAR DHAMARGACH North Dinajpur Chopra Dhamargach 
North 

6. DAKSHIN. DHAMARGACH North Dinajpur Chopra. Dhamargach 
South 

7. BABLABONA Maida Ratua (I) Durgapur 

J.LNo. 
111 

110 

110 

98 

23 

24 

107 
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The Badias have settled in the above mentioned mouzas at different time 

periods. The elderly persons of Bablabona village informed that their fore-fathers 

were settled somewhere in Maida and Murshidabad districts prior to their present 

abode. So far they know, more than a century ago the Badias settled in this 

village. Except Bablabona, all other villages under study are of recent origin. 

Initial migration to the settlements under study are as follows: 

SI.No. Name of the Settlement Year District of origin State of origin 

1. CHIKANMATI 1980 Maida West Bengal 

2. MALDABASTI 1972 Maida West Bengal 

3. MURSHIDABAD BAST! 1968 Murshidabad West Bengal 

4. NITBAZAR 1982 Murshidabad West Bengal 

5. UITAR DHAMARGACH 1968 Murshidabad West Bengal 

6. DAKSHIN DHAMARGACH 1963 Maida West Bengal 

7. BABLABONA Late 1800 Maida( West Bengal 

/ 

Physical, Demographic and Socio-economic characteristics 

Settlement 1 --- Chikanmati 

Chikanmati village is situated in Phansidewa Block of Darjiling district. 

The village is connected with the Block Head Quarters by an all-weather road via 

Bidhannagar Police Station (Out-Post ), situated at Bidhannagar by the side of 

National Highw~y No.31.The village is 8 Km. away from Bidhannagar which is 
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·again 25 Km. away from Phansidewa Block Development Office.The village is 

· situated in. the border of two Gram Panchayats---Bidhannagar and Chaterhat 

Bansgaon and it belongs to the Chaterhat Bansgaon Gram Panchayat. 

Jurisdiction List No. of the village is 111. The village is c-omprised of 536 people · 

belonging to different religion and groups. 

Village Chikanmati . is connected with Bidhannagar by a metall~d road. 

The village is connected with surrounding villages by fair-weathet roads only. An 

all.,.weather road is being constructed to connect the village with other villages of 

.Chaterhat Bansgaon Gram Panchayat via Teesta Barrage road. Though the 

· ·· village is not far form Bidhannagar, transportation facility is not adequate. Van-

·!,. rickshaws are the only means of transportation. This facility is also not available 

. during rainy season. as bridges over the streams on the approach road are 

normally damaged. 

The village is inhabited by the Hindu Rajbanshis, the Santal tribe* and 

the Muslims.The Muslims are of two groups --- local and Badia. These 

communities have formed separate hamlets known as 'bastis'. The basti in which 

the Badias live is called the Maida Basti. It has been named so because they 

have come from Maida district. The hamlets are differentiated with a gap of few 

yards. All the hamlets are connected with one another by narrow strips of 

'·rl;. . . passage . 

'• 
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The village has not been electrified so far. There is only one Primary 

School in the village. The nearest High School is at Bidhannagar. The High 

School students really suffer a lot to attend their classes during rainy season. 

There is no Post Office, Bank and Health Centre in this village. Nearest Primary 

Health Centre is at Bidhannagar. Sanitation facility is not adequate but for 

drinking water the inhabitants use tube wells which quite sufficient. In the Maida 

Basti only, comprised of 43 households, there are 4 tube wells. One grocery 

within the Maida Basti caters the household demands of the villagers. 

For performing Namaj (religious prayer) the Badias possess a separate 

'Jumma Ghar (Mosque). But for Eid - Prayer they share a commonad-Gaha' with 

other Muslims of that locality. A separate 'Goro-Sthan' (burial ground) is used by 

the Badias of this settlement. 

The villagers lead a simple life with agriculture as the major source of 

livelihood. Pineapple orchards and bamboo groves are found in the village. 

Cultivable land keeps the village away from surrounding villages form three 

sides. In western side of the village, there flows a small stream --- a branch of 

river Mahananda. Physical structure of the village is shown in the following map: 
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There are 43 Badia households in Chikanmati village comprising of 298 

people with an average of 6.93 persons per household. Majority of these people 

are engaged in cultivation and live in 'kutcha' (thatched) houses. The houses are 

plac-ed almost in a row by the side of the narrow passages inside the village. The 

settlement pattern is, therefore, of linear type. 

Out of 298 Badia people inhabited in this village 163 are males and 135 

are females i.e. about 55% male and 45% female. Sex ratio of the Badias in this 

settlement is 829 only. Age-group and sex wise population distribution reveals 

that there is no man or woman living in above the age of 60 years. There are 106 

(35.57%) children below the age of 15 years among whom males are numerically 

dominant (60.38%).1n the age-group of 15-60 years, ratio of male and female is 

almost equal. Details regarding the distribution of people according to Age and 

Sex are shown in the following table: 



Table III.A.1. 

Population Distribution of the Badias in Chikanmati 

Age -group 

Upto 5 years 

6;; 14 years 

Total upto 14 
years 

-60 years 

Total15 .. 60 
years 

More than 60 
years 

Total 
Population 

Number 

21 

Male Female 
Percentag Number Percentage 
e 
39.62 32 60.38 

N.B. Perc€ntage to cnlumn total is placed in the shaded area. 

35 

Total 
Number Percentage 

53. 100.00 

So far the marital status is concerned about 70% of village people are 

unmarried. In 43 households 47 married couples have been noticed. There are 

three widows and a separated woman living in this settlement. Like the male-

female ratio in total population there are 58% boys and 42% girls in unmarried 

population. Table III.A.2 shows distribution of the population as per their civil 

status in details: 
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Table III.A.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 

Marital Status Male Female Total 

Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 

Unmarried 116 58.00 84 42.00 200 100.00 

Married 

Wioower/Widow 

Divorced 

Separated 

N.B. Percentage to cnlumn total is placed in the shaded area. 

Among the Badias mean age at marriage is quite low though variation is 

notic.ed between male and female. In the referred settlement mean age at first 

marriage of the total population is 16.59 years and that of the males and females 

are 18.94 and 14.43 years respectively. it is observed that males experienced 

early marriage in the older generation with a few exceptions. A school teacher 

got married at the age of 25 years about 25 years ago. In this village minimum 

age at marriage for the girls is reported to be 12 years where as for the boys it is 
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16 years. Maximum age at marriage for boys and girls are 25 and 18 

respectively. About 70% of ever married people got married within the age of 13 

to 18 years. In this category females constitute more than 88%. Following table 

depicts the marital age wise distribution of village population . 

• Table III.A.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First 

Marriage 

Upto 12 years 

19 "'24 years 

2s- 3Q years 

More than 30 years 

Total Married 

Population 

Mean Age at First 

Marriage 

Male 

Number ~ercentage 

Female 

Number ~ercentage 

6 100.00 

N.B. Perc-entage to c-olumn total is placed in the shaded area. 

Total 

Number PercentagE 

6 

Educational scenario of this settlement is not at all bright. Only 27.5 % of 

people are literates. Among the literates 67% are males and 33% are females .. 
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Male and female literacy rates are 34% and 20% respectively. Among the 

literates majority (71.95%) are primary educated people. Normally calculation of 

literacy rates is done without considering the number of children below the age 

of 6 years. Children upto the age of 5 years are not supposed to go to schools. 

Hence they should be kept aside while calculating the rate of literacy. Here, 

literacy rates of the Badias have been calculated in two ways (without 

considering the children as well as considering them) and presented in the 

following tables: 

Table III.A.4 (a). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 

category 

biterates witne>~.~t 
Standard 
I - IV Standard 

V - Vlll Standard 

IX & X Standard 

M.P./H.S. 

B.A./ M.A. 

otal Literates 

Total Illiterates 

Total Population 

N.B. Perc-entage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 



Table III.A.4 (b). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Children) 

Category 

Literates without 

Standard 

I - IV Standard 

V - VIII Standard 

IX & X Standard 

M.P./ H.S. 

B.A./ M.A. 

Total Literates 

Total Illiterates 

Total 

Male Female 

Number Percentage Number Percentage 

0 0 

N.B. Peroentage to c-olumn total is placed in the shaded area. 

39 

Total 

Number Percentage 

0 

Literacy situation of the Badias is an outcome of the recent development 

of formal schooling. Out of 59 primary eduoated people 58 are students. In the 

eategory of V - VIII standard there are 11 students. Detail of the students' 

distribution is shown in Table III.A.5. 
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Table III.A.S. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male Female Total 

Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 

I - IV Standard 39 67.24 19 32.76 58 100.00 

V - VIII Standard 

IX & X Standard 

B.A./ M.A. 

Total Students 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

The Badias are mostly agriculturist people. Occupational divers!fication is not 

conspicuous among them. Barring household work there are only 88 working people 

in the village. Among them 78 are engaged in agricultural activities --- 64 

cultivators and 14 agricultural labourers. Six persons are there in the village who. 

engage themselves in any type of wage labour including agriculture. Only one 
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person is teacher of a Primary School. Three persons are engaged in business, 

masonry and carpentry. Presence of child labour is also observed in the village. 

More infollllation about occupations can be obtained from the following table: 

Table lll.A.6. 

Occupational Structure of the Badias in Chikanmati 

category Male Female Total 
-- --- --·- --- ---- --- ----- ·- ---

Aoi.ilt erma Total Adi.ilf erma Total Male Female Total 

Housenold Work 1 0 1 58 13 71 1 71 72 

Cultivation 56 8 64 0 0 0 64 0 64 

Agricultural Labour 7 7 14 0 0 0 14 0 14 

Daily Labour* 6 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 6 

Business @ 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Service I Teaching 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

MasonrY 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

--- --- -- --- --- --- ----

carpentry 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Total Workin9 74 15 69 55 13 71 59 71 1o0 

Popyi~Uion 

- - --- ---- -- - --- --- --

Percentage of 94.9 17.7 54.6 95._1 17.6 52.6 54.6 52.6 53.7 

Working People 

( * mcludes all sorts of wage labour, @ includes traders and middlemen ). 

The Badias of this settlement do not possess much land though agriculture is -

the main source of their livelihood. Out of total 43 households nine have no 
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cultivable land in their possession. Twentyone households (49%)belong to the 

. categ~ry of marginal landowner and 13 (30%) households possess cultivable land 

amounting from 2.51 acre to 5 ·acre. But only one household has 5 acre of land, 

others in this category hold less than 5 acre. Landholding size wise distribution of 

households are shown in table no.III.A.7. 

Table III.A7. 

Distribution of Badia households ac-cording to the size of holding (Cultivable land) 

Size of Land tlolding Number Percentage 

IJpta 1 AGre Qf AgriGultural band 1 o 

1 JJ1 - 2 Acres of Agric~w~ltwral band 11 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 13 30.23 

5.01 -10 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Lane 0 

Total No. of Household 43 100.00 

A cursory glance on the economy of the Bedias in Chikanmati village reveals 

that the situation is gloomy. About 55 per c-ent of the families live below poverty line 

as their inc<Jme does not exceed Rs. 11 ,000 per annum. The families belonging to 

above poverty line also do not have high income. Only 5 per cent of total 

households earn more than Rs.30,000/-per year. Details are shown in the following 

table: 
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Table III.A.8. 

Distribution of households as per annual inc{)me 

Income Category Number Percentage 
- ~ ~ -- -- -- -- ------ ---- -- --- --- ------ ·--- ---- -------

U~t6 Rs. 4;000/- 1 \ 2.33 

RsA;QQO/- to R$;(t20Q/- e 18.50 

Rs;e;2QQ/- te Rs;8;§QQ/- 1Q 2J,2e 

Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11 ,000/- 4 9.30 

Rs.11 ,000/- to Rs.15,000/- 3 6.98 

Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000/- 15 34.88 

More than Rs.30,000/- 2 4.65 

Total No. of Household 43 100.00 

It has been observed that Badia families are not of small size. Only 19 per 

cent of the families have less than five members. About 75 per cent of total 

households have 5 - 1 0 members in their families. Seven percent of total number of 

families are having more than ten members. Average family size is 6.93. Following 

table supplies more information regarding family size: 



Table III.A.§. 

Distribution of Badia families acc-ording to siz;e 

Category Number Percentage 

Single Member 0 ---

2-4 Members 8 18.60 

5 ii 7 Members 18 41.86 

8 - 1 0 Members 14 32.56 

11- 1 § Members 3 (5,98 

More tnan 15 Memoers 0 ----
Total No. of 43 100.00 

Household 

Average F-amily Size 6.93 ------
The families of the Badias are mostly of nuclear type. Less than 10 per cent 

of the families ar~ patrilinec:tiiY joint. Fraternal type of joint family has not been 

observed in the village. Table no.III.A.1 0 provides more information about types of 

families. 

Table III.A.1 0. Distribution of families ac£ording to type 

Type of Family Number Percentage 

Single Member 0 -
Incomplete I Broken 1 2.33 

Conjugai 1 2.33 

Complete Nuclear 35 81.40 

Nuelear with AdGiitianal ,Memt:>er 2 4;(5!5 

Patrilineal Joint 4 9.30 

Fraternal Joint 0 ---
Extended I Other 0 ---

Total No. of Family 43 100.00 
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Settlement 2 __ ;. Maida Basti 

This settlement of the Badias fall under the jurisdiction of Jore Pakri 

mouza of Chaterhat Gram Panchayat in the Phansidewa Block of Darjiling 

district. The settlement is called as Badia Para where the Badias from Maida and 

Murshidabad districts have come and settled in two bastis in the second half of 

the 60s in 20th century. Badia Para developed as a hamlet of the village Jore 

Pakri. Before the settlement of the badias Jore Pakri village was inhabited by 

local Muslims called Deshiyo or Sthaniyo. The local Muslims had a difference in 

culture with the Badias and, therefore, they lived segr!3gated. Quarrels· between 

the two groups of Muslims were held frequently as because they did not have 

same style of pronunciation, performance of namaj (religious prayer) and system 

of divorce. 

Name of the village Jore Pakri is considered to be derived from two words 

- Jore and Pakri meaning pair and ficus tree respectively. As the village was 

situated by the side of a pair of ficus tree it was recognised as Jore Pakri village 

at the initial stage of habitation in this area. The village was renamed in the last 

quarter of the preceding century as Milangarh. It is believed that such name was 

given in order to resolve the tensions between two groups of Muslims --- Badia 

and Deshiyo/ Sthaniyo. Milangarh means development of cohesion. Introduction 

of such n.ame is expected to bring forth cohesion between the two conflicting 

groups following Islamic religion. 

A sketch map of the village is drawn hereunder to show physical aspects: 
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The village Milangarh is situated at a distance of 29 k.m. away from 

Siliguri· ----the sub-divisional headquarters. The village is four k.m. away from 

the Chaterhat market. place upto which regular bus service is available from 

Siliguri town. On the southern side of Chaterhat i:s ail 1 • 1 ~the studied village ir;. 

longitudinally stretched almost parallely with the Teesta canal. On the eastern 

side a couple of km.s away from the village an international border between 

Bangladesh and India exists. On the southern side, the village is surrounded by 

the river Mahananda which has divided the land into two districts namely, 

barjiling and North Dinajpur. 

Milangarh village is surrounded by Haftiagach village of North Dinajpur 

district in the southern side. Bargharia village of Darjiling district is on the 

western or south-western side of Milangarh village. In the western side a tribal 

inhabited village called Bagragach is situated. Madhya Jore Pakri hamlet of the 

earlier Jore Pakri village is on the north-western side of the settlement. Matigara 

village is on the northern side of the present day Milangarh village. On the 

eastern side Bandarjhuli and Murikhawa villages are situated on the other side of 

the Teesta canal. Murikhawa is an Indian village in the Indo- Bangladesh border. 

The houses of Maida basti are arranged lineally by the two sides of the 

· unmetalloid road that passes through the village Milangarh. These houses are 

mainly made up of mud. A support of bamboo sticks is there inside the mud wall. 

Almost all the houses are thatched with straw. Few houses are there with brick 
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walls and a roof of corrugated tin. Though the villagers had a tradition of houses 

with four thatched slopes (char chala), they are now-a-days accustomed with two 

sloped houses (do-chala) in this basti. 

There is no electricity in the village though it is only a few kms. away from 

the Hydel Electricity Project on Teesta canal at Haftiagach. Nearest branch of a 

nationalised bank is at Chaterhat. A primary school is situated in between 

Milangarh and Matigara villages. A Junior High Madrasha school is also there in 

Milangarh village which has been established mainly with the initiative of the 

Badias living in Maida and Murshidabad bastis. By the side of the school a play 

ground is there in front of which ld gaha is situated. For secondary education the 

Badias have to depend on the High Schools at Sonapur of North Dinajpur district 

or Chaterhat of Darjiling district. 

Health centre/sub-centre is not there in the village. For availing of the 

modern medical facilities the Badias themselves go to the Block Primary Health 

Center situated at Phansidewa --- the Block Headquarters. Tube wells are used 

by the Badias for drinking water. 

A number of bamboo groves are found in Maida basti. Jackfruit trees, 

plantains and mango trees are also found growing in that area. Of course, being 

agriculturists traditionally, the Badias have grown various fruit plants in their 

homesteads. Pine apple orchards are also developed by some Badias. But these 
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are being transformed into cultivable land now-a-days." Therefore the cultivable 

land is seen situated just by the side of their settlement. 

Altogether 41 households belonging to Badia community are found in 

Maida basti. Total population of the settlement is 246 comprising of 130 males 

and 116 females. Sex ratio and average family size are 893 and 6.00 

respectively. 

Age-group wise distribution of population in Maida basti shows that about 

48% of total population belong to 15 years of age. Out of 246 people the number 

of children upto 14 years of age is 128 of which 51 children are at the age of 

below six years. Youths having age of 15 to 40 years is about 35 per cent of total 

population. Only 3.25 per cent of people are found in the age-group of more than 

60 years. Sex wise distribution of the population by age is shown in the following 

table: 



Table 111.8.1. 

Population Distribution of the Badias in Maida Basti 

Age -group 

Upto 5 years 

6- 14 years 

Total upto 14 
years 

15-40 years 

41 -60 years 

Total15- 60 
years 

More than 60 
years 

Total Population 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
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In Maida basti a little more than 40 per cent people are married, 55 per cent 

of the people are unmarried while 1.22 per cent are widowed.' No case of divorce 

.and separation have been reported. One person having two wives has been found 

in the basti. Following table shows the distribution ofBadia population according to' 

their civil status. 
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Table 111.8.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 
f Marital Stalus Male Female Total 

Number % Number % Number % 
Unmarried 76 55.88 60 44.12 136 100.00 

58.46 51.73 55.28 . 
Married 53 49.53 54 50.47 "107 100.00 

40.77 46.55 4.3.50 
Widower/Widow 1 33.33 2 66.67 3' 100.00 

0.77 1.72 1.22 
Divorced 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
Separated 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

-- -- ---
Total Population 130 52.85 116 47.15 246 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N. B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Mean age at marriage of the population is 15.62 years. The Badias have a 

general tendency to marry at an early age. For the females mean age at 

marriage is 14.11 whereas for the males it is 17.1 S In comparison to males the 

females of Badia group do marry at an early age. More than 1 0 per cent of the 

ever married people have been married within the age of 18 years. About 25 per 

cent of married people got themselves married between 19 years and 24 years. 

19 persons (17.27%) did marry~ below at any tin age while only 2 persons 

(1.82%) got married within the age group of 25-30 years. In Maida basti, it is 

found that about 95 per ·cent of early marriages (upto 12 years of age) have 

occurred among females. Difference of age at marriage is nearly 1 0 years. 

Details regarding age at marriage of the population is shown in table below: 



Table 111.8.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First Male Female Total 
Marriage 

Number % Number % Number % 
Upto 12 years 1 5.26 18 94.74 19 100.00 

1.85 32.14 17.27 
13- 18 years 26 42.62 35 57.38 61 100.00 

48.15 62.50 55.46 
19-24 years 26 92.86 2 7.14 28 100.00 

48.15 3.57 25.45 
25-30 years 1 50.00 1 50.00 2 100.00 

1.85 1.79 1.82 
More than 30 years 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- --
Total Married 54 49.10 56 50.90 110 100.00 
Population 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
Mean Age at First 17.19 14.11 15.62 
Marriage 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Size of the family of the Badias is not small though most of them live in 

nuclear type of families. Naturally number of children at home is more than two in 

majority of the houses. Distribution of the households according to size of family 

shows that less than 38 per cent of total households are smaller in size, i.e., 

family of four members. There are sixteen households where 5 - 7 persons live--

together and they constitute 39 per cent of total number of households living in 

the basti. A family of 19 members is also found there. Further information 

.. 
regarding size of family can be had from the following table. 



Table III.B.4 .. Distribution of Badia families according to size 

Category Number Percentage. 

Single Member 1 2.44 

2-4 Members 15 35.59 

5-7 Members 16 39.02 

8 - 1 0 Members 6 14.63 

11- 15 Members 2 4.88 

More than 15 Members 1 2.44 

Total No. of Household 41 100.00 

Average Family Size 6.00 
The Badias prefer to live in nuclear type of families. In Maida basti it is 

observed that less than 25 per cent families are of joint type. It must be 

mentioned that all the joint families are patrilineally joint. Number of fraternal joint 

famiies is nill. Out of a total of 41 families three families are found where 

husbands and \"lives live without either any child or relative. In one family a 

person lives alone whereas in two families near relatives are staying in nuclear 

ones. 

Table III.B.5. Distribution of Badia families according to type 

Type of Family Number . Percentage 

Single Member 1 . 2.44 
Incomplete I Broken 0 ---
Conjugal 3 7.32 
Complete Nuclear 25 .60.98 
Nuclear with Additional Member 2 4.88 
Patrilineal Joint 10 :24.39 
Fraternal Joint 0 --
Extended I Other 0 j ---
Total No. of Family 41 1"00.00 



Economic condition of the Badias are determined from the annual income 

per household, size of landholding and occupation of the people. It has been 

observed that 46 per cent of total households has an annual total income from all 

sources is bellow Rs. 8,500 and 7 per cent of total households have an income 

more than Rs. 30,000 per year. So, less than 50 per cent of total households 

have a moderate income of Rs. 8,500- 30,000-. Annual income wise distribution 

of households is shown below. 

Table 111.8.6. 

Distribution of households as per annual income 

Income Category Number . Percentage 
Upto Rs. 4000/- 3 7.32 

Rs.4000/- to Rs.6200/- 7 17.07 

Rs.6200/- to Rs.8500/- 9 21.95 

Rs.8500/- to Rs.11 000/- 6 14.63' 

Rs.11 000/- to Rs. 15000/- 4 9.76 

Rs.15000/- to Rs.30000/- 9 17.07 : 

More than Rs.30000/- 3 7.32 
' 

Total No. of Household 41 : --- ' 

The Badias do not have high amount·of land in their possession. 

About 22 per cent of total number of households in Maida basti do not posses 

any amount of agricultural land. Marginal holding· of upto 2.5 acres of land is 

found in 67 per cent of families. Less than 10 per cent of total households fall. 

under the c;ategory of small farmer with a holding of 2.5 - 5 acres. Out of 41 

families two can be categorized as medium farmer having a holding of 5 - 10 
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acres of agricultural land. Distribution of households according to size of 

agricultural land holding is shown in table no 111.8.7. 

Table 111.8.7. 

Distribution of Badia households according to the size of landholding 

(Cultivable land) 

Size of Land Holding Number Percentage 

Household with no Agricultural Land 9 21.95 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 15 35.59 

1.01 - 2 Acres of Agricultural Land· 11 26.83 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 2 4.88 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 2 4.88 

5.01 - 10 Acres of Agricultural Land 2 4.88 

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 ---

Total No. of Household 41 100.00 

Total working population in this settlement is 119 including· 

household work. The working population constitute 48 per cent per cent of total· 

population having the potentiality to work. Females are mainly engaged in 

household work whereas cultivation is the dominant field of males. Cultivation 

means agricultural activity in one's own land. It is interesting to note that in 

Maida basti, except one female working as Anganwari worker, no other female is 

engaged in occupation outside the four walls of their house. Agricultural work is 

not available at per with people's requirement. Hence the labourers are engaged 

in wage earning from various jobs of daily labour. Six persons in this basti are 



doing small business by opening shops like groceries, clothing and medicine 

. Occupational structure of the people is depicted in the following table. 

Table III.B.8. Occupational ~tructure of the Badias in Maida basti 

Category Male Female Total 

Adult Child ·Total Adult Child Total Male Female 

Household Work 0 0 0 51 6 57 0 57 
\ 

Cultivation 27 1 :28 0 0 0 28 0 

Agricultural Labour 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Daily Labour* 17 0 17 0 0 0 17 0 

Rickshaw-pulling# 3 0 3 0 0 0 3 0 

' 

Business@ 6 0 "6 0 0 0 6 0 

i 

Service I Teaching 3. 0 3 1 0 1. 3 1 
; 

Tuition 0 0 ·o 0 0 0 0 1·o 
' 

1: I 

Masonry 1 0 ; 1 0 0 0 1. .o 

Carpentry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Blacksmithing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Hawking 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 

Servant/Shepherd 1 2 3 0 0 0 3 0 

Bidi-binding 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 

Total Working 58 3 61 52 6 58 61 58 
Population I 

Percentage of 89.2 4.6 46.9 48.1 9.5 50.0 46.9 50 0 
Working People 
(*Includes all sorts of wage labour, # includ1ng cart and van pulling, @ includes 

traders and middlemen ) 

' 
I Total I 

' : 

]57 
I 

28 

0 

17 
I 
I 
I 

i3 
I 

' I 

16 
! 
i4 

D 
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':J 
I 
I 

jO 
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i3 
I 
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:o 
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Formal education has not spread at a high rate among the Badias. Literacy 

rate among them is only 41.46 per cent. Females are lagging far behind the males. 

A tendency of improving the rate of formal education is noticed now-a-days as a 

good number of students are found ·attending schools. The educational scenario of 

the Badia people living in Maida basti will be clear from the following three tables: 

Table 111.8.9(a). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 

Category Male Female· Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Literates without Standard 7 58.33' 5 41.67 12 100.00 
5.38 4.31 4.88 

I - IV Standard 34 50.00 34 50.00 68 100.00 
26.15 29.31 27.64 

V -: VIII Standard 9 '64.29 5. 35.61 14 100.00 
6.92 4.31 5,69 

IX & X Standard 7 100.00 0 --- 7 100.00 
5.38 --- 2.85 

M.P./ H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- ---

B.A. I M.A. 1 : 100.00 ,0·: ' --- 1. ·1 00.00 
0.77 --- 0.41 

Total Literates 58 :56.86 44· . 43·.14 102 100.00 
44.61 37.93 41.46 

Total Illiterates 82 .56.94 .72 . 43.06 144 100.00 
55.39 62.07. 58.54 

Total Population 130 .· 116 246 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in th~ shaded area. 
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Table III.B.9(b). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Children) 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Literates without Standard 7 58.33 5 41.67 12 100.00 
6.93 5.32 6.15 

I - IV Standard 34 50.00 34 50.00 68 100.00 
33.66 37.17 34.88 

V - VIII Standard 9 64.29 5 35.61 14 100.00 
8.91 5.32 7.18 

IX & X Standard 7 100.00 0 --- 7 100.00 
6.93 -- 3.59 

M.P./ H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- -

B.A. I M.A. 1 '100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 
0.99 --- 0.51 

Total Literates 58 56.86 44 43.14 102 100.00 ! 
57.43 46.81 52.32 i 

; 

Total Illiterates 43 46.27 50 53.76 93 1 oo.oo I 
42.57 53.19 47.68 

Total 101 94 
' 

195 100.00 : 
100.00 100.00 100.00 l 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Table III.B~ 10. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % . Number % Number % 

I - IV Standard 17 44.74 21 55.26 38 100.00 
85.00 91.30 88.37 

V- VIII Standard 3 60.00 2 40.00 5 100.00 
15.00 8.70 11.63 

IX & X Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
-- --- --

XI & XII Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
- --- --

B.A. I M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
-- - ---

Total Students 20 42.51, 23 53.49 43 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
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Settlement 3 - Murshidabad Basti 

·· It' is actually a hamlet of Milangarh village in the Chaterhat Gram Panchayat area · 

in Phansidewa Block of Darjiling district. The village Milangarh falls under Jore . 

Pakri .. mouza as a revenue collecting unit having the Jurisdiction List .number : 

111 .. One of- the three hamlets that constitute the Milangarh village is called .. 

Murshidabad basti. Other hamlet called Maida basti has already been discussed. 

Discussion on physical aspects of the basti is not at all required to be done again 

here. Only social and demographic profiles of Murshidabad basti are, therefore, · 

presented along with some tables. 

In Murshidabad basti of Darjiling district 762 Badia people live in 130 
. . . . . 

households .. It has been observed that females have outnumbered the males in 

this basti. Out of a total of 762 persons 378 are males and384 are females. Sex 

ratio is therefore 1 016. Distribution of population· by age and sex shows that 21 

per cent of the people are at the age group below six years where actually male- . 

female ratio is 2 : 3. Out of 160 children. in this age-group, 63 are males and 97 . 

are females. The situation slightly indicates a care for girl child. Probably they 

were neglected and mortality for them was higher earlier. But this trend of caring 

girl child has developed very recently because in the age-group of 6 to 14 years, 

number of females is 111 compared to 122 males. About 37 per cent of the total 

population may ~e considered as youths as they belong to the age group of 15 Jo. 

40 years. Three per cent of the people have the age more thai160 years. Details 

regarding age-group and s~x wise distribution can .be had from the following · 

table: 

. ~ .. 



Table III.C.1. 

Population Distribution of the Badias in.Murshidabad Basti . 

Age- group Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Upto 5 years 63 39.38 97 60.62 160 100.00 
16.67 25.27 21.01 

6- 14 years 122 52.36 111 47.64 233 100.00 
32.28 28.92 30.59 

Total upto 14 185 47.07 208 52.93 393 100.00 
years 

48.95 54.18 51.60 ' 

15-40 years 145 51.00 136 49.00 281 100.00 
38.37 35.43 36.90 

41 -60 years 38 58.46 27 41.54 65 100.00 
10.05 7.03 8.53 

Total15- 60 183 .52.89 163 47.11 346 100.00 
years 

48.42 42.46 45.43 
More than 60 10 43.48 13 56.52 23 100.00 
years 

2.65 3.39 3.02. 
Total Population 378 49.61 384 50.39 762 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Population figure of the badias in Murshidabad basti also reveals that 60 per · 

cent of them are unmarried. Out of a total of 306 ever married people 16 persons 

are having widowed status. Seven females are found living in the basti after divorce 

whereas one female living in separation with her husband. Only one male is found 

divorcee. This short of situation throws some light on the status of women. Male-

female ratio among the divorcees is a reroarkable fe,ati,Jr~ in the p()pulatiol') st~ucture 

of the Badias. Following table shows further details regarding civil status. 
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Table III.C.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 

Marital Status Male Female· · T9tal .··.·· 

Number % Number % Number % .. 

Unmarried 232 50.88 224 49.12 456 100.00 
68.39 38.35. 

Married 141 50.00 141 50.00 .. 282 100.00 
37.30 36.73 

Widower/Widow 4 25.00 12 75.00 16 100.00 
1.05 3.13' 

Divorced 1 14.29 6 85.71 7 100.00 
0.26 1.56 

_. 
,, 

·' 

Separated 0 -- 1 100.00. .. 1 100.00 
- 0.26 

Total Population 378 49.61 384 50.39. 762. 100.00 . 
100.00 100.00 '100.00. 

N.B. Percentage to column total1s placed 1n the shaded area. -

Mean age at marriage is 17.47 years among· the Badias. Sex. wise 

variation in this regard is noticeable. For the male it is 19.85 years while for the_ ·.- ; 

females it is quite low i.e.! 15.29 years· only~ In comparison to the Badias coming 

from Maida district and settling in Maida basti the mean age at marriage is lower 

(14.11 years) among the Badias who have migratedJrom Murshidabad district.. 

The people· of Murshidabad district is stated to be less orthodox than those of . 
. . . 

Maida district though they live contiguously. However, distribution .of ·ever 

married people according to their age at marriage is shown in Table no Ill. 'c. 3. 

! ,·. 
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Table III.C.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First Male Female.· ·Total 
Marriage ' ' 

Number % Number % Number % 
Upto 12 years 3 9.38 .29 90.62 32 100.00' 

2.06 18.13 10.46 
13- 18 years 42 38.90 108 61.10 150 100.00 

28.77 67.50 49.02 
19-24 years 86 80.37 21 19.63 107 100.00 

58.91 13.13 34.97 
25-30 years 15 88.24 2 11.76 17 100.00 

10.28'· 1.25 5.56 
More than 30 years 0 -- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- --
Total Married 146 47.71 160 52.28 306 '100.00 
Population 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
Mean Age at First 19.85 15.29 17.47 
Marriage ., 

N. B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area~ 

Seven hundred sixty two people of Murshidabad basti are distribute~ 

in130 households. So average size of the household is 5.86. Thirty five per cent 

of the households are consider~d as small family having upto four members. Out 

of 130 households in this basti 53 i.e. 44.7 per cent possess 5 to 7 members. In 

eight households (6.15%) more than ten members are living. Following is a . 

distribution of households according to size: .. 



Table lllC.4. Distribution of Badia families according to size 

Category Number Percentage · 
Single Member · ., 2 1.54 
2-4 Members 44 33.85 
5-7 Members 53 40.77 
8 :- 1 0 Members 

' 
23 17.69 

11- 15 Members · 8 6.15 
More than 15 Members 0 ---
Total No. of Household 130 ' 100.00 
Average ·Family Size 5.86 ---

A trend of living in nuclear type of family is noticed among the Badias. 66 

per cent of total households is· of complete nuclear type .. Joint family system 

exists among the Badias at a lower rate (12.31%). Members of such type of· 

' 1 ' 

family. are patrilineally joined. Only in eight families (6. 15%) husband and wife 

are living without their children or any other relatives.· No existence of fraternal 

joint family is found among them. Therefore, there is every possibility of breaking · 

joiritness of the family after marriage of younger brothers in the absence of 

father. Type wise distribution of households is shown below: 

Table III.C.5. Distribution of Badia families according to type 

Type of Family Number Percentage 

Single Member ·. . 2 1.54 

Incomplete I Broken 8 6.15 

Conjugal 8 
' 

6.15 

Complete Nuclear 86 66.15 

Nuclear with Additional Member 10 7.69 
. . -~. - ' .. 

' ... '. . . ~ ... 

Patrilineal Joint 16 12.31 

Fraternal Joint 0 ---

Extended I Other 0 ---

Total No. of Family 130 100.00 
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In Murshidabad basti, the Badias possess small amount of agricultural 

land per household. A little more than 40 per cent of total households do riot hold 

any amount of agricultural land. Another 40 per cent have only upto one acre of 

agricultural land in their possession. Just 4 per. cent of the total households 

belong to the category of small farmers. There is no person in the Murshidabad 
. . . . . . ' 

basti who has a possession of more than five acres of land. Further details .. 

regarding distribution of households by size of land holding is available in the · 

following table: 

Table III.C.6. 

Distribution of Badia ho'useholds according to the siz~ of landholding 

(Cultivable land) 

Size of Land Holding Number Percenta9e 

Household with no. Agricultural Land 55 -42.31 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 53 40.77 

1.01 :- 2 Acres of Agricultural Land 16 12.31. 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres ·of Agricultural Land 1 0.77 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 5 3.85 

5.01 - 10 Acres of Agricultural Land · 0 ---
: 

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Lane 0 --
Total No. of Household 130 100.00 

r 

. . . 

As these people have a low holding size of agricultural land they are 

.. engaged in diversified occupations in order 'to- srilq6tl1 funriiiig-·arthei("famili. 

Apart from cultivation in one's own tiny plot of agricultural land the persons who 

own land also work as agricultural labourer or daily labourer. Obviously, the 

persons having no land do engage themselves in various jobs of daily labour, 
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rickshaw-pulling, masonry etc. Participation of females in different types of work 

outside the four walls of their houses has been reported. Work participation rate 

of the females is much higher than the males because household activity has 

been considered as work. Overall work participation rate is only 43.7%. Details is 

shown in Table no. III.C.7. 

Table III.C.7 ... Occupational Structure of the Badias in Murshidabad Basti 

Category . Male Female Total 

·Adult Child Total Adult Child Total Male Female 

Household Work 0 1 1 145 4 149 1 149 

Cultivation 23 1 24 0 0 0 24 0 

Agricultural Labour 4 0 4 2 0 2 4 2 

Daily Labour* 62 0 62 4 1 5 62 5 

Rickshaw-pulling# 7 0 7 0 0 0 7 0 

Business@ 4 0 4 2 0 2 4 2 

Service I Teaching 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 

Tuition 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 

Masonry 59 0 59 0 0 0 59 0 

Carpentry 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Servant/Shepherd ·. 1 . 1 2 1 2 3 2 3 

Bidi-binding 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 

Begging .. · 1 0 1 2 0 2 1 2 

Total Working 165 3 108 158. 7 165 168 165 

Population 

Percentage of 85.5 1.6 28.6 89.8 3.4 43.0 44.4 43.0 

Working People 

(*includes all sorts of wage labour, # 1nclud1ng cart and van pulling, @ Includes 

· .. traders) · 

Total 

150 

24 

6 

67 

7 

6 
--

2 

1 

59 

1 

5 

2 

3 

333 

43.7 
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Average household income of the Badias living in Murshidabad basti is not 

very high. Sixty percent of the households have a total family income below Rs. >. 

8,500/- per annum from all sources. According to the official yardstick .. of 1981 

members most ofthese households live below poverty line._ Nearly 14 percent of the . · 

households have ·an earnings of more than Rs.8,500/- but less than Rs.11,000/-:. 
' ' 

Only one family has an annual income of more than Rs.30,000/-. Distribution of the 

households.according to annual income is shown below.' 

Table III.C.8. 
' '' 

Distribution of households as per annual income 

Income Category Number Percentage 

Upto Rs. 4,000/-:-. 17 13.08 

Rs.4,000/- to Rs.6,200/- 28 21.54 

Rs.6,200/- to Rs.8,500/- 34 26.15 

Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11,000/-. 18 13.85 

Rs.11,000/- to Rs.15,000/- . · 18 13.85 

. Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000/- 14 10.77 

More than Rs.30,000/- 1 0.78 

Total No. of Household 130 100.00 

Literacy rate of the Badias iri Murshidabad basti is very low. It is -only 31.9 

per cent. Disparity in the ~literacy rate between the sexes is remarkable. About . 

forty five per cent of males are literate whereas that of the female is only 19.28 

per cent. If the standard of formal education is considered the condition of ·_ 

.. women is found ve:ry grim. Out of 74 edu~t~d womE3n,_only twq have r~aclypte> .. 
. . ' . 

class VIII. Remaining 72 women are either literate without any standard or have· 

ever been attended a primary school. Number of literate upto primary standard is 

126 which constitute 16.5 per cent of total literates. Out of 126 persons numbers 

'(J 
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of males and Jemales are· 83 and 43 respectively. Literacy rates of males 1s, 

ther~fore, twice that of females in regard to. primary education. For the female 
, 1" - , '·• • • .' • r . 

only 11.2 per cent are primary educated whereas for the males it is 23.96 per 
. ·. . -

cent. Only one person, obviously male is studying at graduation level. Altogether · 

42 males have crossed the hurc;Jie ofprimary education out of a total population 

of 315 except the boys below six years of age. In case of females 2 out of 287 

. (except infants below six years of age) have read upto class VIII standard. 

Details regarding the sex. wise. and standard wise literacy positions of Badias is 

shown in the following two tables where calculation has been dorw including as 

· well as exCluding the children below six years ~f age. 
< J • • 

Table III.C.9(a). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 
' 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % Numb~r % Number % 

-1:, '. :· 

Literates without Standard 44 6027 29 39.73 73 100.00 
11.64 7.55 9.58 

I - IV Standard 83 65.87 43 34.13 126 . 100.00 
23.96 11.20 16.54 

V- VIII Standard 33 94.29 2 5.71 35 100.00 
8.73 0.52 4.60 

IX & X Standard ... 8 100.00 0 --- 8 100.00 
2.12 . -- 1.05 

M.P~ I H.S. 0 0 0 ---
-- --- ---

B.A./ M.A. 1 .100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 
0.26' --- 0.13 

Total Literates 169 69.55 74 30.45 243 .· 100.00 
.... _, 44:71 . -· - ~,._ -----,.-- 19.28'' .. ,. ··-·; 31.91 ·-· . .. --- -.,.. 

Total Illiterates 209 49.88 210 50.12 419 
55.29. 80.72· 

Total Population 378 49.61 384 50.39 762 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
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Table III.C.9(b). _: 

Literacy State' of the Badias .(Considering Children) ' ·,, .. 

Category · Male Female Total 
·. 

Number % Number % Number % 

Literates without Standard 44. 60.27 29 39.73 73 •; 100.00. 

13.97. 10.11 12.13 .. 

I - IV Standard 83 65.87 43 34.13 126 100.00 

26.35 14.99 20.94- ·. 

V - VIII Standard 33 94.29 2 5.71 35 1oo.oo·. 

10A8 0.70. 5.82 

IX & X Standard 8 100.00 0 8 100.00 

2.54. --. 1.33 

M.P./ H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---.. 
." -· -

B.A./ M.A. 1 100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 

0.32. 0.17 
.. 

-- . "· 

' 
Total Literates . 169 . 69.55 ?A 30.45 243·. .. 100.00 .· 

' ' 

53.65 24.79· 40.39 .. 

Total Illiterates 146 40.67 213 59.33 .359 100.00 . 

46.35 74~23 59.61· 

Total 315 287 602 100.00 
--~.,. 

100.00 100.00 10_0.00 .• 

N.B.:Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

! . 



Whatever the picture of education revealed so far is· due to considering 

the existing students. Out of 243 literate people,· '117 are still continuing their 

studies. 48 per cent of the literate population are students. Among the students 

64 per cent are males and 36 per cent are females. Standard wise and sex wise 

distribution of students is shown below. 

Table III.C.1 0. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male Female Total 

Number % Number % Number % 

I - IV Standard - 61 59.80 41 40.20 102 100.00 

81.34 97.62'.· 87.18 

V - VIII Standard 12 91.31 1 .8.69 13 100.00 

16.00 2.38. 11.11 

IX & X Standard 1 100.00. 0 --- 1 100.00 

1.33 --- - 0.85 

XI & XII Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 

--- -- -

B.A. I M.A. 1 100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 . 

1.33 .. - 0.85 
'' '. 

Total Students 75 64.10 42 35.90 .117 100.00 

100.00 100.00 
,_ .. 

100.00.- .. ·-- - ~- ' ; ·-----·--· 
'' 

·-- ·-- . 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

A sketch map of the settlement is drawn here. 

. .. 
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Sketch Map of Murshidabad Basti (Not to Scale) 
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Settlement 4" __ :. Nitbazar ·. 

The fourth 'settlement under study in the district of Darjiling is Nitbaz~r. It · .. . . . 

is. situated in Hakragach mauza of Chaterhat Bansgaon Gram Panchayat area. · .· 

· · Jurisdiction List Number of this settlement is 98. The settlement is in Ph~msidewa 

block and is about 24 kms. away from Siliguri town. This settlement of the badias 

is just on the approach .of Chaterhat market place. The Badia .households are 

scattered on both sides of the T eesta canal. 

Settlement pattern of the village is of linear type with a small clustering of 

houses where the families have broken down into smaller ones. As the brothers 

with their nuclear type of fa.milies are residing in the same homestead area of 

their father their households have formed a sort of shapeless cluster.. But a 

·, 
tendency to reach the main road directly from all the houses is there. Hence, 

most of the hbuses are arranged almost lineally by the two sides of the metalloid 

road passes thr?ugh the basti. · 

The Badias are residing in kutcha houses, the walls of which are either 

made of mud supported with bamboo strips or of the bamboo splits only. The roof 

of their houses is thatched with straw. 

:; 
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·The Badias live in Nitbazar village along with the Sthaniyo_(local) Muslims 

but in separate hamlet.. Actually _t~e village is an older one but the Badias have -

. . ' . . . 
settled there not more than 20 years ago. The local or. Sthaniyo Muslims belong . 

· to Barelvi group of Hanafi Majhab or theological school but the Badias are called 

La-Majhabi (without belonging to any one of the four established Majhabs) or 

Ahl-e-Hadith. 

Domestic line of electricity have passed through the yillage and a few: 

local Muslims. have availed of the facility. A person who_ has.· electricity in his _ 

house is also running a husking mill. The husking mill is owned by a local Muslim 

who headed the office of the Chaterhat Bansgaon Gram Panchayat. 
' J 

Chaterhat marketplace is at close proximity to the Badias t:f Nitbazar. For 

household necessity the Badias go to the market place and purchase_ the sa~e. 

easily . .By the side of the market place a primary school, a high .school and 

branches of Bank and Post Office exist. Chaterhat- Siliguri bus service is also 

at the door step of the Badias living in Nitbazar-village. Chaterhat railway station 

is about a half km. from the Chaterhat market place. Map of the village has been 

sketched and shown hereunder: 
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Sketch Map of Nitbazar (Not to Scale) 
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The Badias of Nitbazar have come from Sagardighi area of Murshidabad 

district in search of job. and ·to purchase land at a lower price .. ·They ··are 

economically poor and do not posses much agricultural land though one of the 

reasons for their migration was to purchase land. However some ofthem have ·· 

managed to purchase few acres of land. Agriculture is being practised by them : 

. along with other works mainly daily labour. 

As the village. has a good physical communication with the Siliguri town · 
. ~ 

most of the Badias do come to the urban areas very often. In the urb~m areas of 

· Siliguri they manage to get the works of mason, carpenter or their helper. They 
.,, . 

also get an easy opportunity to engage themselves in wage labour under the 

contractors of qonstruction like road repairing and house building. 

During the period of this study it has been found that 46 households. are 

there in Nitbazar Who belong to Badia group. A total of 254 members --- 134 

males and 120 females were there with an average household size of 5.52. Age 

group wise distribution . of people shows that 54 per cent of population are 

.. 

considered as children. There are 21.26 per cent children upto the age of· 5 . 

years while 32.68 per cent belong to the age group of 6- 14 years. ,Nearly 405 of 

the people are considered as youths having their ages between 15 ~nd 40 years. 
, , ; I • ~ , . -•- . 

Proportion of people in the age group· of 41- 60 is less. Only 13 people out of a 

total of 254 are found in this group. Smaller span of life of the Badias is again 

confirmed ·from this settlement. Only 2.36 per cent of people belong to the age 
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group of more than 60 years. Six persons, 4 males ahd 2 females, ar~ found 
.. ',.' .. 

there who can be considered as aged people .. Age · group wise population 

. distribution can easily be apprehended from the following table: 

Table III.D.1. 

Population Distribution of the Badias in Nitbazar 

Age-group Male Female Total 
Number % Number %" Number % ~ 

Upto 5 years 31 57.41 23 .42.59 54 100.00 
23.14 19.17 21.:26 

6- 14 years 39 46.99 44 53.11 83 100.00. 
29.11 36.67 32.68 

Total upto 14 70 51.10 67 48.90. 137 100.00 . 
years 

52.24 55.84 53.94 
15-40 years ·54 55.10 44 44.90 98 100.00 

40.30·. 36.67 38.58 
41 -60 years 6 46.13 7 53.87 13 100.00 . 

4.48 5.83 5.12 
Total15- 60 60 54.05 51 45.95 111 100.00 
years 

44.78. 42.50 43.70 
More than 60. 4 66.67 2 33.33 6 100.00 
years· 

2.99 1.67 2.36 
Total Population 134 52.76 120 47.24 254 "100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total1s placed 1n the shaded area. 

· More than 60 per cent of the population are not yet been married, Among 

the unmarried population there are 159 persons of which 89 (56%) are males 

and 70 (44%) are females. Nintyfive pepple have ever been married out of whom 

2 are widowers and 5 are widows. Two cases of polygyny have been observed 

among the Badias of Nitbazar. No divorcee has been found. Deserted or 



separated persons have not also been reported. Details regarding distribution of 

population according to their civil status is available in table no. Ill. D.2. 

Table III.D.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 

Marital Status Male ·Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Unmarried 89 55.98 70 44.02 159 100.00 
66.42 58.34 62.60. . 

Married 43 48.86 45 51.14 88 100.00 
32.09 37.50 34.65 

Widower/Widow 2 28.57 5 71.43 7 100.00 
1.49 4.16 2.76 

Divorced 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- ---

Separated 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- --

Total Population 134 52.76 120 47.24 254 100.00 
100.00 100.00 . 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Tendency of being married at an early age is found among the Badias. 

Mean age at marriage of the Badias living in Nitbazar basti is far below the 

national standard. It is only 16.55 years. For the males itis 18.56 years while for 

the females it is only 14.7 4 years. Marriage below att.aining the age of 13 years 

is found there though the percentage is negligible. Nearly 70 per cent of the ever 

married people have been married between the ages of. 13 and· 18 . years. 

Nlnetytwo per cent of the females are married ·ln this ·age gi.oup. s·ut majority of 

the males are married during their ages between 19 and 24 years. Fifty three per 

cent of the males are married within the age-group of 19'-24 years whereas only 

2 per cent of ever married females belong to this age group. Late marriage after 
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the age of 24 years, is not found here. Distribution of the ever married people 

-

according to their age at marriage is shown below: 

Table 111.0.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First- Male-· Female ·Total 
Marriage 

Number % Number % Number % 
Upto 12 years 1 25.00 3 75.00 4 100.00 

2.22 6.00 4.21 
13- 18 years 20 30.30 46 49.70 66 100.00 

44.45 92.00 69.48 
19 -· 24 years 24 96.00 1 4.00 25 100.00 

53.33 2.00 26.31 
25-30 years 0 --- 0 --- .o ---

--- - . ---
More than 30 years 0 -- 0 --- 0 ---

--- - --
Total Married 45 47.37 50 52.63 95 100.00 
Population 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
Mean Age at First 18.56 14.74 16.55 
Marriage 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed 1n the shaded area. 

National norm of small family size has not been maintained by the Badias. 

They have an average family size of more than 5 persons. Only in 37 per cent 

families it is found that they have 2- 4 members. Out of the total of 46 families 17 

have restricted the size upto 4 members. In another 17 families 5- 7 members 

are present and in 12 families (26%) more than 7 members are found. But no 

'" -~--~-----.Jar:niJy_ i_~_Jound . .ln.Jbi§. J~_ast_i j1aviog [llqfe~ than ten mem_qers. Qistribution ·of 
. . .. - ·-. - - - - '·- .. - ·. . -:. --- . -. -···- -_·-··- - -- . - . -- .·. 

households by size category has been represented in the following table: 



Table 111.0.4. 

Distribution of Badia families according to size 

Category Number Percentage 

Single Member 0 ---

2-4 Members 17 36.96 

5-7 Members 17 36.96 

8 - 1 0 Members 12 26.09 

11- 15 Members 0 ---

More than 15 Members· 0 ---

Total No. of Household 46 100.00 

Average Family Size 5.52 

In Nitbazar basti of Darjiling district it has been found that almost all the 

Badias are living in nuclear type of families. There are four families (8.7%) where 

additional one or two members are living with complete nuclear type. Out of 46 

families 36 are of complete nuclear type and 6 families are yet to form nuclear 

ones. 50 per cent of .these are either incomplete or broken while rest are of 

conjugal type. Family type wise distribution of the studied households is depicted 

below: 

Table 111.0.5. 

o· t ·b · f t rs n utron o Badia amilies accor rng to type 
Type of Family Number Percentage 
Single Member 0 ---

. lncornpleteiHroken.. ··- ,_ 3 ,,. 6.52 
Conjugal 3 6.52 
Complete Nuclear 36 78.26 
Nuclear with Additional Member 4 8.70 
Patrilineal Joint 0 ---
Fraternal Joint 0 ---
Extended I Other 0 ---
Total No. of Family 46 100.00 
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Badias of Nitbazar do not depend solely on agriculture for their living . 

. They are engaged in various occupations like daily labour, rickshaw pulling, 

masonry and carpentry. Females are mainly engaged in household work. Out of 

59 adult male workers one is involved in household work whereas out of 52 adult 

female workers 49 are engaged in doing so. Prevalence of child labour is found 

there. Altogether 33 children below the age of 14 years are working of whom 19 

are males and 14 are females. Rate of involvement in work for adult males is 92 

per cent and that of females is 98 per cent when household duty is considered 

as work. Even considering the child labour and household work the dependency 

ratio is 43 per cent. Further details regarding occupational distribution of Badia 

people is available from the following table: 

Table 111.0.6. Occupational Structure of the Badias in Nitbazar 

Category Male Female Total 

Adult Child Total Adult Child Total Male Female 

Household Work 1 0 1 49 14 63 1 63 

Cultivation 24 5 29 0 0 0 29 0 

Daily Labour* 27 13 40 2 0 2 40 2 

Rickshaw-pulling # 3 0 3 0 0 0 3 0 

Masonry 3 1 4 0 0 0 3 1 

Carpentry 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Begging 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 

Total Working 59 19 78 52 14 66 78 66 

Population 

Percentage of 92.2 27.1 58.2 98.1 20.9 55.0 58.2 55.0 

Working People 

( * mcludes all sorts of wage labour,# including cart and van pulling ) 

Total 

64 

29 

42 

3 

4 

1 

1 

144 ·• 

56.7 

. I 
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The Badias do not posses high amount of land though they have that sort of · 

target in mind before settling in this area coming from Murshidabad district. About 
.. ,,'\', .· '. 

. . ' ' 

505 of them are landless. Thirty· five per cent of the Badias of this settlement can be 

considered as marginal farmers. Seventeen per cent of the Badia. households 

·.·.·· 
posses more than 2.5 acres of cultivable land. Out of a total of 46 house~olds only 

· ...... . . . 
one holds more than 5 acres of land. Following table shows detailed distribution of 

Badia households according to size of landholding. 

Table 111.0.7. 

!'· ' 

'.:: 
.t :,' • 

I, .• 

'.'' . \ 

Distribution of Badia households according to the size of landholding .... 

(Cultivable land) 
. ·. ,.· 

Size of Land Holding Number Percentage . :.- ... 

Household with no Agricultural Land 22 47.83 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 7 15.22 
' 

1.01 - 2 Acres of Agricultural Land 7 15.22 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 2 4.35 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 7 15.22 

5.01 - 10 Acres of Agricultural Land 1 2.17 

More than 10 Acres of Agricultural Lane 0 ---

Total No. of Household 46 100.00 
·• 

With small size of landholding and engagement in various types ofcasual 

work the Badias are not capable of earning much money. Average income· from 

-··all sources ·is less··than· Rs. 11,000 per· heusehold, In 50 per ·cent of the-total· 

households annual income is less than Rs. 8,500. Eight households constituting 

of 17 per cent of the total fall in the income category of Rs. 8,500 - 11,000 per 

year. About 22 per cent of total households belong to higher income group than 
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the average annual family income of 'Rs. 10,978. Income wise distribution of the 

households is shown below: 

Table 111.0.8. 

Distribution of households as per annual. income 

Income Category Number Percentage . 

Upto Rs. 4,000/- 11 23.91; .. 

Rs.4,000/- to Rs.6,200/- 6 13.04 

Rs.6,200/- to Rs.8,500/- 6 13.04. 

Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11,000/- 8 17.39 

Rs.11, 000/- to· Rs.15, 000/- 5 10.87 

Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000/- 7 15,22 

More than Rs.30,000/- 3 6.52 ' ... 

Total No. of Household 46 100.00 

Regarding literacy the Badias of Nitbazar occupy the 'lowest position· 1n 

comparison to the other settlements under study. It is only· 25 per cent. Sex 
' 

disparity in this regard is negligible. If the minors below the age of six years are 

not considered for calculating the literacy rate the picture, .is more gloomy. If 

·standard is considered then it is found that about 80 per cent of the literates 
' . .· 

have the primary standard. of formal education. State of literacy of the Badias in 

Nitbazar Basti is shown in the following two tables: 



Table 111.0.9 (a). Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) · 

Category . Male Female Total 
.. 

Number % Number % Number % ,, 

Literates without .Standard 1 100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 
0.75 - 0.39 

I - IV Standard 20 48.76 21 51.22 41 100.00 
14.93 17.50 

.. 
16.14 

V - VIII Standard . · 5 71.43 2 28.57 7 100.00 
3.73 1.67 2.76. 

IX & X Standard· 2 66.67 1' 33.33 3 100.00 
1.49 ' 0.83 1.18 

M.P. I H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- --
B.A. I M.A. 0 -- .. 0 --- 0 ---. . . 

--- -- --
Total Literates 28 53.85. 24 46.15 52 100.00 

.. 20.90 20.00 20.47 
T ota I Ill iterates 106 52.48 96 47.52 202 100.00 

79.10 80.00 79.53 
Total Population 134 52;76 120 47.24 254 100.00 

100.00 .. 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
Table 111.0.9 (b). :__ Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Children) 

·--
Category Male Female Total 

Number %. Number % Number % --
Literates without Standard 1 100.00 . 0 --- 1 100.00 

.. 

0.93' •.· 0.48 .. 

I - IV Standard 20 48.76. 21 51.22 41 100.00 
18.69. .,, ' 

21.00 19.881 ... 
':. 

V- VIII Standard 5. 71.43 2 28.57 7 100.00 .. . 
4.67 .'. •. 2.00 3.38 ''·.· 

IX & X Standard 2 66.67 1 33.33 3 100.00 
1 .. 89 

'{.• \. 

"1.00 1.45 . • I 

' :.' 

M.P. I H.S. 0 --- '. 0 --- 0 ---... .. 
--- . :_11_ '; -- ---

B.A. I M.A. 0 -- 0 --- 0 ---
---- _, __ ·- ----- ----. : ___ .:. : . . l··:,;: ---.- .. --- " -· . .. .. --- . . ._ 

Total Literates 28 .. , 53.85 ' ;> 
24 46.15 52 100.00 

26.19' \J' ;' 24.00 25.12 
Total Illiterates 79 50.97·' 76 49.03 155 100.00 

.•,.) . ·., : 

73.81· ' ' . ~ ' •, ' ':: 76.00 · .. 74.88 
Total· 107 51.69 . ' 100. 48.31 207 100.00. 

100.00. . ~ ~- i ! 100.00. 100.00 
N.B. Percentageto column total is placed in. the shaded.area. _·. 

;:. 
' ' :;·_ r ~ ~ ' • . ' . :· ~ . 
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This low rate of literacy of the Badias has become possible because of 

the education of younger generation. It is found that out of 52 literates. 42 are 

going to schools. More than 85 per cent of them read in primary standard · 

Standard wise distribution of students are as follows.: 

Table Ill. 0.1 0. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category ·Male Female Total 

Number % ·Number % Number % · 

· · I - IV Standard 17 '47.22 19 52.78 36 100.00 

85.00 86.36 85.72 

V- VIII Standard 1· '33.33' 2 66.67 3 • 100.00". 

5.00' 9.09; 7.1.4 1. ,• ...... 
-~. :. . . 

. 1 

IX & X Standard 2 66.67_. '33.33 3 . 100.00 . 
,,.,· 

.. · ,. 

10.00 .·. j 4.55 7.14 

··XI & XII Standard 0 .; .0 . ·. '. ' 

B.A. I M.A. o· 0 .... 0 

; 

•· r 

47.62 ------Total. Students . 20 •.. ' ?2 ·-- ·-_52.~~----·. _t!_~-- ------- .!~~-~~---· .. --- ----
-,;: .. , · __ ·,' '-, 

100.00' ··;-•. 100.00 .. 
. I:· ' 

100.00 
.:- -,'··.,, · __ .: .. 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded ar_ea. 
' . ~ 

''. ; :'. 
. .' . 

'. ' 

·,_. 

'•.-
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Settlement 5 --- Uttar Dhamargach . ':' 

Uttar Dhamargach is a vii lag~ fn North Dinajpur distnc(.under the Chopra 
. ·.:,( 

Gram Panchayat. ltissituated in Chopra Block as well as cho:pra Police Stat1on 

The Jurisdiction List Number of th·e ·village is. 23. It is only 2 · km.. ·away. froni 

Chopra Block Development Office and Less than a km. awa{from the Kalagach 
; ' . '· ' r .. 

more (turning) of National Highway no. 31. River Doke has. f(o~ed from northern 

side of the village. A sketch map of the village shows vanous aspects of its 

physical set up.· 

The Badias of Uttar Dhamargach. village have. n;~inly ·come from 

Murshidabad district around 1968. A. D. At present there are 63 .households in the 
,.·,. 

Badia Para of Uttat Dhamargach: There. are some Santa Is livl[lg· in Sanfal Para in 

this village. The village road is not' developed and the short cut! ro,ute from 

Kalagach more is disconnected during'.rainy season for the.Wan~ of Cl:..llvert on 
l •• ' • • 

Doke river. The road becomes slippery in. rainy season as~ the soil is· of alluvial 
' ' ,, . ,' 

-,. ·: 

type. The village is also devoid of any sort of infra structuraj.fadlities like Post 
.. ;· 

Office, Bank etc .. It is not electrified so,far .. :Husking machine is 6perat~d ·in the _·. ·. · 
. . ' .. ';~ ' 

·', ' 
•. , '! '. 

village with diesel engine. Television. 'sets are found in the village which are 

operated with the help of wet cell batteries. A primary school is situated at the 
··'' 

, .. 

· · - out-· skirt of· the -village -within the t_erritocy o.L Db.arnag_a~tL (_s_o_llt~L 6 _ Maktab/ · · . . ,· - - ' ·.-- -~ _,_ _________ --- .. -----

Madrasha is run by the Maulabi of the mosque in this village.: 
-.:. 

Map of Uttar Dhamargach settlement is drawn hereunder fo show the · 

physical aspects: 
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Sketch ·Map of Uttar Ohamargach (Not -to Scale) 
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There are · 355 people belonging to Badia Muslim group living· in this 

settlement. Total population is comprised of 174 mal~s and 181 females. Majority 

·of them are the migrants from Murshidabad district and some of them from Maida 

district. Distinction between these two groups is not-so sharp as isfound in the 

Badia Para of Milangarh village. Sex ratio is more than a thousand which is due 

to more number of females _in the age group below six years. Fifty two per cent of 

the population are in the category of children below 14 years of age. A good 
I 

number of people is found in the youth age group ranging from 15- 40 years. 

39% of the total population belong to this age group. Only about 7 per cent of the 

people belong to the age group of 41- 60 years. Out of 355 people 7 persons 

ha~e attained the· age of more than 60 years. This is an indication that the life 

span ofthe Badias is not high at all. However, age group wise distribution of 

population in Uttar Dhamargach is shown in details in the following table : 

Table II,.E.1. 
Population Distribution of the Badias in Uttar Dhamargacti 

Age -group 

Upto 5 years 

6- 14 years 

Total upto 14 
years · 
·15 - 40 years 

41 -60 years 

Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 
28 56.16 34 54.84 62 100.00 
16~m~ . ·· ·:·;~.: ; . ~~: _ 18~79·. -_ " · - 17.47 _,;_-, 
68 55.29 -55 44.71 123. 100.00 

D3s:os_-~:::::, -:,~.:?~_, ~:~;_;:~n :3ltas:.')~l:~,:':.,::,.;~ 34.65 -L_;~o_ ; __ · 

Total15- 60 75 85.23 . 88 · 14.77 163 100.00 · 
years . ~~~1 i;if~~ -~ '" fi;~i~*~-~ :,u:&2~:~"; l~i'£~~:;;; YJ,.~- i45~92 :~'ii~ ' ;:';:_::~~" · :>;~!l 
More than 60 3 42:86 · 4 57.14 7 · 100.00 · 
years · '£1:!7;2~~:.f!,1 ·r::ilf;:''":li - "- ~ IT2¥2~~I~~~ i~~--"'"' ,. ·c ""'' ;~'li:9Z.'Ei~~,~l··;c;:c: .~-:-:•<>·:<Y--"~~, . 
Total Populati~n 174 49.01 · 181 50~99 · 355 100.00. 

· ;-~1-obtoo~;q -.. ,..~.---~y-.:,"~;:'-':~1 :2jj0l01)1t ~:~h~i{·c-./ 100~00 -. ·_· ... -.::- :. .: 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in·the shaded area: · 
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Among the Badias of Uttar Dhamargach a little more than 60 per cent of 

the people are found unmarried. Variation between the. sexes in the unmarried 

population is negligible. Sixty five per cent of total males remained unmarried 

. while for the females, this figure is only 58 per cent. Among 138 ever married 

people 11 are either widows or widowers. In total population they occupy only 3 

per cent share. Here, cases of polygyny are higher in number than in other 

settlements under study. No Badia is found living with either divorced or 

separated status. Civil status wise distribution of total population is shovvn in 

table no. Ill. E. 2. 

Table III.E.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 

Marital Status Male Female Total 
·Number % Number % Number i% 

Unmarried 112 51.38 105 48.39 217 I 1oo!oo 
64.38 58.01 61.13 

Married 61 35.06 66 51.97 127 100.00 
35.06 36.47 35.78 

Widower/Widow 1 9.09. 10 90:91 11 100.00 
0.57 5.53 3.10 i 

' 
Divorced 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

, 
-- --- --

. Separated 0 -- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- -
Total Population 174 49.01 181 50.99 355 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 ~ . 
' 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Tendency of early marriage is found among the Badias of Utta~ 

Dhamargach. It has been observed that nearly 75 per cent of the ever mamed 

population were married at the age of 18 years. Among females more than 9C 

per cent got married before attaining 18 years of age. Incidence of child marriage 
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before attaining 13 years of age is only' found among the females. About 20 per 

cent of marriages of the females have occurred within 12 years of age. Late. 

marriage is occurred among the males at a low rate. It has been found that only 

four males got married after 24 years of age. No person is reported to be married 

after the age of 30 years. Hence the mean age at marriage of the Badia people 

in this village is below 17 years. For the males it is 19.44 while for the females it 

does not cross the mark of 15 years. Distribution of ever married people 

according to their age at marriage is shown in the following table. 

Table III.E.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First Male Female Total 
·Marriage i 

Number % Number % :Number % 
Upto 12 years 0 ---

' 
15 100.00 15. 100.00 

--- 19.74 10.87 
13- 18 years 31 35.63 56 64.37 . 87 : 100.00 

50.00 73.68 63.05 
19-24 years 27 87.38 5 12.62 . 32 100.00 

43.55 6.58 23.19 
25-30 years 4 100.00 0 --- 4 100.00 

6.45 --- 2.90 
More than 30 years 0 --- 0 --- 0 

.. 
' ---

--- ---
Total Married 62 44.93 76 55.17 138 . ' 100.00 
Population 100.00 
Mean Age at First 19.44 14.82 "16.89 
Marriage 
N. B. Percentage to column total ts placed tn the shaded area. · 

Owing to marriage at an early age both males and ·females of badia 

community bear the responsibility of maintaining their families at an earl"y stage 

of their life. So, they are engaged in gainful employment earlier. It has been 



X'J 

found that in Uttar Dhamargach village· 57 per cent people are engaged in 

various occupations though children's share in total population is more than 50 

per cent. This clearly indicates the involvement of children below the age of 14 

years in work. So no question of non involvement of adult married people arise 

among the Badias. 

The field of occupation is quite diversified. !=emares are mainly engaged 

in bidi rolling and household work whereas cultivation including agricultural 

labour and daily labour are the dominant fields for the males. A good number of 

people are also engaged in carpentry, masonry, and huckstering/ peddling. The 

work of bidi rolling has taken a shape of household industry as males, females 

and children either primarily or subsidiarily engaged in this occupation. Out of 

202 workers (including household work) 84 people are engaged in b1ji rolling. · 

Detailed distribution of workers is shown in the following table. 



Table III.E.4. 

Occupational Structure of the Badias in Uttar Dhamargach 

Category Male Female J Total 
I 
I 

Adult Child Total Adult Child Total I Male ! Female Total 
I 

Household Work 0 0 0 23 5 28 0 j28 28 

Cultivation 20 4 24 0 0 0 24 0 24 

Agricultural Labour 6 1 7 0 0 0 7 0 7 

Daily Labour* 15 6 21 0 0 0 21 10 . 1 21 

Business@ 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 \2 
! 

Masonry 2 2 4 0 0 0 4 0 14 

Carpentry 16 2 18. 0 0 0 18 0 i 18 
i i 

Hawking 15 0 15 0 0 0 ! 15 10 15 
i 

Bidi-binding 0 2 2 67 15 82 r 2 i 82 . 84 
i I 

Total Working 76 17 93 90 20 110 193 \ 110 i 203 

Population 
I 

Percentage of 97.4 16.7 52.9 97.8 22.5 608 ! 52 9 60 8 56 s 
I 

Working People 

(*includes all sorts of wage labour, @ includes traders ) 

. Due to engagement in various occupations at a higher rate it r.as oecome 

possible for the Badias of Uttar Dhamargach to raise their family income: About 40 

·per cent of the Badia households have a family income below Rs. 8.500 per year A 

little more than 35 per cent of the households fall within the category of Rs 8.500 -

15,000 per family per year. About 22 per cent of.the families have an 1ncome range 

of Rs. 15,000- 30,000 per year from all sources. Income category W1Se distribution. 

of households is shown below. 



Table III.E.5. 

Distribution of households as per annual income 

Income Category Number 

Upto Rs. 4000/- 5 

Rs.4000/- to Rs.6200/- 6 

Rs.6200/- to Rs.8500/- 13 

Rs.8500/- to Rs.11 000/- 11 

Rs.11 000/- to Rs. 15000/- 11 

Rs.15000/- to Rs.30000/- 13 

More than Rs.30000/- 1 

Total No. of Household 60 

Percentage 

8.33 

10.00 

21.67 

: 18:33 

18.33 

21.67 

1.67 

100.00 

I 
'll 

Though the Badias are agriculturists by tradition, possession of 

agricultural land has been reduced among them now-a-days. In ·uttar 

Dhamargach village 63 per cent of total households do. not posses cultivable 

land. Only 22 per cent of Badia households can be considered as the families of . 

marginal farmers. In this category even the holding size does not cross the limif 

of 2 acres of land. Out of 60 households 8. belong to small farmers category. 

Only one family possesses 9 acres of land. Distribution of households according 

to the size of land holding is as follows : 



Table III.E.6. 

Distribution of Badia households according to the size of landholding 

(Cultivable land) 

Size of Land Holding. Number Percentage 
., 

Household with no Agricultural Land 38 63.33 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 8 13.33 

1.01 - 2 Acres of Agricultural Land 5 8.33 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 ---
. ·. 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 8 13.33 

5.01 - 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Land 1 1.67 

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Lane 0 ---

Total No. of Household 60 100.00 

I 

! 
! 
I· 
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Compared to the Badias of other settlements under study literacy ra:e ·s 

slightly better here. Above 58 per cent of people excluding child.ren bel c.·. o .· 

years are found literates. Sex disparity in regard to education can be ignore: as 

it is found that females comprise more than 45 per cent of total literates A 

remarkable feature in the field of formal education is that more than 50 per. cent 

of literates are students. Standard wise literacy rate of the Badias and 

distribution of students according to class have been shown in the follov11ng 

three tables : 



Table Ill. E.? (a). Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 

Category Male Female Total. 
Number % Number 1 % Number % 

Literates without Standard 2 50.00 2 50.00 4 100.00 
1.15 1.11 1.13 

I - IV Standard 77 53.47 67 46.53 144 100.00 
44.26 37.02 40.56 

V - VIII Standard 13 61.90 8 38.10 21 100.00 
7.47 4.42 5.16 

IX & X Standard 2 50.00 2 50.00 4 100.00 
1.15 1.11 1.13 

M.P./ H.S. 1 100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 
0.57 --- 0.28 

B.A./ M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
Total Literates 95 54.60 79 45.40 174 100.00 

54.60 41.99 49.02" 
Total Illiterates 79 43.65 102 56.35 181 100.00 

45.40 58.01 50.98 
Total Population 174 49.01 181 50.99 355 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N,B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
Table Ill. E.? (b). Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Children) 

Category Male Female Total 
I 

Number % Number % Number % ' 

Literates without Standard 2 50.00 .2 50.00 4 .100.00 
1 .. 32 1.33 1.32 

I - IV Standard 77 53.47 67 46.53 144 100.00 
50.66 44,67" 47.67 

V - VIII Standard 13 61.90 8 38.10 21 100.00 
8.55 5.33 6.96 

IX & X Standard 2 50.00 2 50.00 4 100.00 
1.32 1.33 1.32 

M.P./ H.S. 1 100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 
0.66 --- 0.33 

B.A./M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- -- ---

Total Literates 95 54.60 79 45.40 174 100.00 
62.50 52.67 57.63 

Total Illiterates 57 44.53 71 55.47 128 100.00 
37.50 47.33. 42.37 

Total 152 50.33 150" 49.67 302 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N. B. Percentage to column total 1s placed 1n the shaded area. 
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Table III.E.8. Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

I - IV Standard 49 61.25 31 38.75 80 100.00 
90.74 100.00 94.12 

V - VIII Standard 5 100.00 0 --- 5 100,00 
9.26 --- 5.88 

IX & X Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- ---

XI & XII Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- -

B.A. I M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- ---

Total Students 54 63.53 31 36.47 85 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N. B. Percentage to column total IS placed 1n the shaded area. . 
Size. of family of the Badias is not small. On an average 6 persons live in 

their households. Exception is, ofcourse, there. Only 30 per cent of total 

households have four or less members. Majority of the Badia households 

(43.33%) hold 5-7 members in their families. Size category wise. distribution of 

household is shown in the following table. 

Table III.E.9. Distribution of Badia families according to size 

I 

Category Number Percentage 

Single Member 3 5,00 

2-4 Members 15 25.00. 

5-7 Members 26 43.33 
L 
' 

8 - 1 0 Members 15 25.00 

11- 15 Members 1 1.67 
: 

More than 15 Members 0 ---

Total No. of Household 60 100.00 
I 

Average Family Size 5.92 ' 



In Uttar Dhamargach another remarkable featu~ in demography is the 

prevalence of both patrilineal and fraternal types of joint family. Ten per cent ·of 

the total household are considered as of joint families while the rest are either of 

. er ,l 
complete nuclear type,· nuclear with additional" members ~ incompleto/ we 

broken type of family. Family type wise distribution of households can be 

apprehended from the following table·: . 

Table III.E.10. 
. . 

Distribution of Badia families according to type 

Type of Family Number Percentage 
' 

Single .Member 3 . 5.00 

Incomplete I Broken 2' :3.33 
' ) 

Conjugal 2· \. 3.33 .. 

Complete Nuclear 43' 71.67 

' 
Nuclear with Additional Member .4 6.67 

Patrilineal Joint '4 6.67 

Fraternal Joint 2 .. 3.33 

Extended I Other 0 ---

Total No. of Family 60 100.00 
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Settlement 6 --- Dakshin Dhamargach 

It is situated in the south western side of Uttar Dhamargach village of 

North Dinajpur district. Dakshin Dhamargach village is having the J.L.no. 24. It is 

also about 2 km. away from Chopra--- BlockHead Quarters. The village is under 

the jurisdiction of Chopra Gram Panchayat. It is inhabited by both Hindus and 

Muslims. The Hindus are mostly the refugees of Bangladesh and the Muslims 

are distinctly identified as Sthaniyo or local and Bhatias or Badias. Bhatia is 

used to address the Badias because they have come from Bhati areas, i.e., land 

of low tide region. The Badias are settled by the side of Sthaniyos initially but 

they are now in the middle of the village now-a-days because the Hindu refugees . . 

. ·-:,, __ ,-,_ ~"-:~#--"~-~- The Hindu refugees mainly of Namasudra caste are residing in 

the southern side of the . Badia settlement. ··:.;.:. _ .- :. · __ :-.: -- -· 

The Badias settled in Oakshin Dhamargach village have mainly migrated 

from Maida district right iri'the begining of 60s of 201
h century. Following the 

tradition of agriculture the Badias purchased land and planted mango, jack fruit 

and other type of fruit plants in their homestead. A sketch map of the settlement 

has been drawn hereunder to show the physical aspects: 
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Sketch Map of Dakshin Dhamargach (Not to Scale) 
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An unmetalloid road connected the village with National Highway crossing 

the river Doke. Badia houses are arranged lineally on both sides of this road. 

Majority of these houses 8re built with mud. As the soil is of alluvial type support 

of bamboo strips are not required. Kutcha houses are mostly roofed with straw 

while some are with corrugated tin and tiles. Few pucca houses with brick walls 

are found in the village. 

Except a Maktab/ Madrasha in the mosque of the Badias and a primary 

school no other educational institutions are found there. A sketch map has been 

drawn hereunder to show physical aspects of the village. 

A total of 92 households are.there belonging to Badia group of Muslims in 
.. 

Dakshin Dhamargach village. Five hundred and six persons comprising 270 

males and 236 females are living in 92 households having an average size of" 

5.50. Age group wise distribution of the population shows that about 52 per cent 

of them· are children below 15 years of age. Two hundred and sixty fourchildren 

are fciund there of whom 145 (60%) are males and 119 ( 40%) are females. In the 

category of youth having the age between 15- 40 years majority of the people 

belong. They are almost 40 per cent of the total population. Short life-span of the 

Badias is again confirmed by the low percentage of people in the age category of 

41.:. 60 years. Thirty seven persons (7.3%) belong to this category. Out"of a total 

population of 506 only 7 people (3 males and 4 females) have crossed the l.ine of 
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60 years of age. Age group wise distribution of population IS shown in the 

following table : 

Tab,eiii.F.1. 

Population Distribution of the Badias in Dakshin Dhamargach 

Age- group Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Upto 5 years 58 56.31 45 43.69 103 100.00 
21.48 19.07 20.36 

6- 14 years 87 54.04 74. 45.96' 161 100.00 
32.22 31.36 31.83 

Total upto 14 145 59.92 119 40.08 264 100.00 
years 

53.70 50.43 52.19 
15-40 years 99 50.00 99 

' 
50.00 198 100.00 

36.67 41.96 39.14 
41 -60 years 23 62.16 14 37.84 37 100.00 

8.52 5.93 7.32 
Total15- 60 122 51.92 113 48.08 235 100.00 
years 

! 

45.19 47.89 46.46 
More than 60 3 42.86 4 57.14 7 100.00 
years 

; 

1.11 1.70 1.38 
Total Population 270 53.36 236 :46.64 '506 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area.· 

Civil status wise distribution of population reveals that 62 per cent of the 

Badias living in Dakshin Dhamargach are unmarried. In unmarried category more 

males (56.19%) are found than the females (43.81 %}. There are 191 ever 

married people of whom 7 (1 male and 6 females) have widowed status. No 

person is there having the status of divorcee/ separated. No case of polygyny 

has been reported as well. Civil status wise distri-bution of. Badia population is 

shown in table no. III.F.2. 

i 
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Table III.F.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 
--

Marital Status Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Unmarried 177 56.19 138 58.48 315 100.00 
65.56 58.48 62.28 

Married 92 50.00 92 50.00 184 100.00 
34.08 38.99 36.38 

Widower/Widow 1 14.29 6 85.71 7 100.00 
0.37 2.54 1.38 

Divorced 0 -- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
Separated 0 -- 0· --- 0 ---

--- - ---
Total Population 270 53.36 236 46.64 506 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is plac~d in the shaded area. 

Marital age of the Badias is low. Mean age at marriage is only 16.87 

years. For the males it is nearly_ 19 years while for the females it is below 15 

years. Out of 191 ever married people 25 females got married before attaining. 

the teen age. They constitute 25 per cenf of the ever married females. Sixty six 

per cent of the females were married between the ages of 13 and 18 years 

whereas only 8 per cent of married females were married after attaining the 

national standard of 18 years of age .. Late marriage at the age of 25 years or 

more than that has not been found among the females as the cases of early 

marriage before attaining teen age are not found among the males of Badia 

group residing in Dakshin Dhamargach village. Ninety five per cent of males 

were married within 24 years of age a~d only 5 per cent of males were married 

between the ages of 25 and 30 years .. · Detailed regarding marital age of Badia 
I 

people can be had from table no, III.F.3. 
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Table III.F.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First Male Female Total 
Marriage 

Number % Number % Number % 
Upto 12 years 0 --- 25 100.00 25 100.00· 

--- 25.51 13.09 
13- 18 years 47 41.96 65 58.04 112 100.00 

50.54 66.33 58.64 
19-24 years 41 83.67 8 16.33 49 100.00 

44.09 8.16 25.66 
25- 30 years 5 100.00 0 --- 5 100.00 ' 

5.38 --- 2.62 
More than 30 years 0 --- 0 --- 0 

--- --- ---
Total Married 93 48.69 98 51.31 191 100.00 
Population ' 

100.00 1 100.00 100.00 
Mean Age at First . ' 18.95 14.90 16.87 
Marriage 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Regarding the state of education it is noticed that about 47 per cent are 

literates. Ma_le literacy rate is quite higher than their female counterparts. Out of 

189 literates 111 males and 78 are females. If the standard is considered, a high 

concentration is observed in the primary stage. More than 87 per cent of literates 

are educated upto class IV standard. No person among them is found carrying at 

least a Madhyamik pass certificate. Condition of the present generation is not at 

all bright as no _student is found reading_beyond class VIII stand_ard. Details of 

educational scenario is evident from following three tables. 
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Table III.F.4 (a). Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Literates without Standard 1 33.33 2 66.67 3 100.00 
0.37 0.85 0.59 

I - IV Standard 95 57. 58 70 42.42 165 .100.00 
35.19 29.67 32.62 

V - VIII Standard 11 64.71 6 35.29 17 100.00 
4.07 2.54 3.36 

IX & X Standard 4 100.00 0 --- 4 100.00 
1.08 --- 0.79 

M.P./ H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

-- --- ---
B.A. I M.A. 0. --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
Total Literates 111 58.73 78 . 41.27 189 100.00 

41.11 33.06 37.36 
Total Illiterates 159 50.16 158 49.84 317 100.00 

58.82 66.94 62.64 
Total Population 270 53.36 236 46.64 506 '100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
Table III.F.4 (b). Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Childre: :) 
Category Male Female Total 

Number % Number % ·Number % 
Literates without Standard 1 33.33 2 66.67 3 100.00 

0.47 1.05 0.75 
I - IV Standard 95 57. 58 70 42.42' 165 100.00 

44.81 36.65 40.95 
V - VIII Standard 11 64.71 6' 35.29 17 100.00 

5.19 3.14-··< 4.22 
IX & X Standard 4 100.00 0 --- 4 100.00 

1.89 --- 0.99 
M.P./ H.S. 0 --- 0 . --- 0 

--- --- ---
B.A. I M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 

--- -·-- -----·· ... 

Total Literates 111 58.73 78 41.27 189 100.00 
52.36 40.84 46.91 

Total Illiterates 101 47.20 113 52.80 214 100.00 
' 47.64 59.16 53.11 

Total 212 53.36 191 46.64 403 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total1s placed in the shaded area. 



I 0.\ 

Table Ill. F.S. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

I - IV Standard 36 55.38 29 44.62 65 100.00 
85.71 93.55 89.04 

V- VIII Standard 6 75.00 2 25.00 8 100.00· 
14.29 6.45 10.96 

IX & X Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
XI & XII Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

-- --- ---
B.A. I M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

-- ---
Total Students 42 31 --- 73 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N. B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

The Badias of Dakshin Dhamargach are engaged in various types of activity. 

Females are mainly engaged in household work and bidi roling. In the agricultural 

field also some females do take part along with males. Cultivation and agricultural 

works as well as daily labour are the predominant areas of the males. Many masons 

and carpenters, obviously males on(y, are also found living there. Small business 

and peddling have been done by 15 males out of 121 adult workers. Fortyfour child 

workers belonging to both sexes .are .found there who are mainly engaged in 

carpentry and bidi binding works. Two persons are working as teacher in Madrasha. 

Occupational structure of the Badias can be apprehended thoroughly from the 

following table. 
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Table III.F.6. 

Occupational Structure of the Badias in Dakshin Dhamargach 

Category Male Female· Total 

-
Adult Child Total Adult Child Total Male Female Total 

Household Work 0 0 0 37. 9 46 0 46 46 

Cultivation 15 2 17 0 0 0 17 0 17 

Agricultural Labour 16 7 23 5 0 5 23 5 28 

Daily Labour* 14 1 15 0 0 0 15 0 15 

Business@ 8 0 8 0 0 0 8 0 8 
.. 

Service I Teaching 2 0 2 0 n 0 2 0 2 

Masonry 24 1 25 0 0 0 25 0 25 

Carpentry 32 9 41 0 Q 0· 41 0 41 

Blacksmithing 1: 0 1 0 0: 0 1 0 1 

Hawking 7 0 7 0 0 ·a 7 0 7 

' 
Bidi-binding 2 0 2 74 15 89 2 89 91 

Begging 0 0 0 1 0 1 o· 1 1 
.. ' 

Total Working 121 20 141 117 24. 141 141 141 282 
Population 
Percentage of 96.8 13.8 52.2 100.0 20.2 59.8 52.2 ,59.8 55.7 
Working People 
( * Includes all sorts of wage labour, @ includes traders and middlemen ) 

Badias of Dakshin Dhamargach causes . least amount of land in 

comparison to that of other settlements under study. About 63 per cent of the 

Badias do not have any cultivable land in their possession in this village. 

Thirtythree per cent of Badia households can be considered as marginal farmers. 

, ... ·. 
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Only 4 per cent of the total households have more than 2.5 acres of land. It 

means less than 55 per cent of the households belong to small farmer category. 

Distribution of households according to size of landholding is shown below: 

Table III.F.7. 

Distribution of Badia households according to the size of landholding 

(Cultivable land) 

Size of Land Holding Number Percentage 

Household with no Agricultural Land 57 61.96 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 22 23.91 

1.01 - 2 Acres of Agricultural Land 7 7.61 
I 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 2 2.17 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 4 4.35 

5.01 - 10 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 ---

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural. Land 0 ---

Total No. of Household ... 92 100.00 

In spite of possessing little amount of agricultural land the Badias of the · 

village run their family with hard labour in non-agricultural sectors. Earning from 

all sources have been considered and a total annual income per family is 

calculated. It has been found that about 33 per cent of the households have an 

annual. income less than Rs. 8-,500: 32 per cent of households earn Rs. 8,500 -

11.000 per year. Twenty three per cent of the households have an annual 

income of Rs. 15,000· - 30,000. About 12 per cent of Badia households of 

Dakshin Dhamargach village have recorded an income of more than Rs. 30,000 

per year from all sources. Income category wise distribution of households has 

been drawn in table no. III.F.8. 
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Table III.F.8. 

Distribution of households as per annual income 

Income Category Number Percentage 

Upto Rs. 4,000/- 2 2.17 

Rs.4,000/- to Rs.6,200/- 10 10.87 

Rs.6,200/- to Rs.8,500/- 19 20.65 

Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11 ,000/- 29 31.52 

Rs.11 ,000/- to Rs.15,000/- 21 22.83 

Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000/- 11 11.96 

More than Rs.30,000/- 0 ---

Total No. of Household 92 100.00 

Average size of family of the Badia is 5.50 though the members in their 

families vary from one to eleven. About 37 per cent of households possess 4 . 

members in their families. High concentration of households is noticed in the s1ze 

category of 5-7 members. Details of size wise distribution of households can be 

had from the following table. 

Table III.F.9. 

Distribution of Badia families according to size 

Category Number Percentage 

Single Member 2 2.17 

2-4 Members 32 34.78 

5-7 Members 38 41.30 

·8 -10 Members 16 17.39 

11- 15 Members 4 4.35 

More than 15 Members 0 ---

Total No. of Household 92 100.00 

Average Family Size 5.50 
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Whatever may be the size of the Badia households they have a tendency 

to live in nuclear type of family. Out of a total of 92 households 3 have been 

identified as patrilineal joint type of family. Jointness is still there in these three 

families because parents are alive. After death of parents generally the brothers 

start to live and cook separately. Hence jointness has been broken down. In 

Dakshin Dhamargach village more than 75 per cent of Badias are found living in 

complete nuclear type of family. About 12 per cent of the households can be 

treated as conjugal families because husbands and wives are living in such 

families without their children or relatives. Five per cent of the total households 

are identified as incomplete or broken type which includes single member too. 

Distribution of households according to family type is shown in the following 

table: 

Table III.F.10. 

Distribution of Badia families according to type 

·. 
Type of Family Number Percentage 

i 

Single Member 2 2.17 

Incomplete l Broken 3 3.26 

Conjugal 11 11.96 
! 

Complete Nuclear 70 76.09 ! 

Nuclear with Additional Member 3 3.26 
' 

Patrilineal Joint 3 3.26 

Fraternal Joint 0 ---

Extended I Other 0 ---

Total No. of Family 92 100.00 
' 
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Settiement 7 --- Bablabona 

Village Bablabona is situated in Ratua Police Station area of Maida 

district. It is under the jurisdiction of Baharal Gram Panchayat in Ratua (I) Block. 

The village is situated in Durgapur:mouza having the J.L. no. 107. It is one of the 

five villages of Durgapur mouza. 

Bablabona is an old village of Maida district. The villagers are of the 

opinion that their forefathers settled here clearing the jungle. Ample of Babool 

trees locally called as Babla were there and that's ·vvhy the place was named so. 

Bablabona is surrounded by Baharal, Allpara, Balarampur and Gorakha mouzas 

from its western, northern, southern and eastern sides respectively·. The village 

has a primary school' and three. mosques. Post Office is situated in Gorakha 

mouza. A branch of the river Mahananda, locally called as Bhat, is flovved from 

inside the village. Following map shows physical structure of the village: 
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Sketch Map of B ablabona ( Not to Scale) 
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The settlement has been studied from the v1ew point of collecting 

information about the relatives of Milangarh village of Darjiling district. Hence the 

demographic analysis have been restricted to a particular section of the Badias 

of this village. Information have been collected from 43 households which are 

scattered here and there in the village. 

A total number of 295 people are found there in 43 households. Sex ratio 

of this population is 856 only. Age group wise distribution of population shows 

that 50 per cent of them are children below the age of 15 years. Males comprise 

more than 54 per cent in children category. About 385 of people belong to youth 

category having their ages between 15 and 40 years. Out of 295 people 25. 

persons and 10 persons· are found in the age groups of 41- 60 years and more 

than 60 years respectively. Further information on age group wise distribution of 

people can be had from following table. 

Table III.G.1. Population Distribution of the Badias in Bablabona 

Age- group Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number '% ' 

Upto 5 years 28 46.67 32 53.33 60 100.00 
17.61 23.53 20.34 

6- 14 years 53 59.55 36 40.45 89 100.00 
33.34 26.47 30.17 

Total upto 14 years 81 '54.36 68 45.64 149 '100.00 
50.95 50.00 50.51 

15-40 years 61 54.92 50 45.04 111 100.00 
I 

38.37 36.77 37.63 
41 -60 years 11 44.00 14 56.00 25 100.00 

6.92 10.29 8.48 
Total 15- 60 years 72 52.29 64 47.06 '136 100.00 

45.29 47.06 46.10 
More than 60 years 6 60.00 4 40.00 10 100.00 

3.77 2.94 3.39 
Total Population 159 53.90 136 46.10 295 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
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It has been found that more than 60 per cent of the population are unmarried. 

Out of 295 people 111 persons (39%) have ever been married. Polygyny is absent. 

in this population. Only 5 widows have been identified. The population can be 

distributed according to their civil status in the following table. 

Table III.G.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 

Marital Status Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Unmarried 104 57.78 76 42.22 180 100.00 
65.42 55.88 61.02 

Married 55 50.00 55 50.00 .110 100.00 
34.60 40.44 37.29" 

Widower/Widow 0 --- 5 100.00 5 100.00 
--- 3.68 1.70 

Divorced 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- ---

Separated 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
Total Population 159 53.90 136 46.10 295 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area .. 

Tendency of early marriage is prevalent among the Badias of Bablabona 

though the mean age at marriage is found highest in comparison to a11· other 

settlements under study. It is 17.92 years for the whole population. but for the 

males it is nearly the national standard. The mean age at marriage is only 15.42 

years for the females. It is also observed that about 12 per cent of the ever 

married females got themselves married before attaining the teen age. Seventy 

per cent of the females have been married within the age group of 13- 18 years. 

Sixty per cent of females were married between 19 and 24 years· of age. Late= 

marriage, even at the age of 25 years, is absent among females.· Detailed 

distribution of ever married people is shown in table no. III.G.3 .. 

·. ,.;.; 
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Table III.G.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First Male Female Total 
Marriage 

Number % Number % Number % 
Upto 12 years 1 12.50 7 87.50 8 100,00 

1.82 11.67 6.96 
13- 18 years 13 23.64 42 76.36 55 100,00 

23.64 70.00 47.83 
19-24 years 33 75.00 11 25.00 44 1DO.OO 

60.00 18.33 38.26 
25- 30years 8 100.00 0 --- 8 100,00. 

14.55 --- 6.96 
More than 30 years 0 --- 0 0 ---

--- --- ---
Total Married 55 47.83 60 52.17 115 100.00 
Population 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
Mean Age at First 20.65 15.42 17.92 
Marriage ' 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area.· 

Size of the household is really big for most of the Badias. in Bablabona 

village. Average family size is 6.86 though 28 per cent of the households fall 

within the category of small size having upto 4 members. There are about 63 per 

cent households where 5 to 10 members are found in a famil'y. Size wise 

distribution of households has been shown in the following table. 
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Table III.G.4. 

Distribution of Badia families according to size 

Category Number • Percentage ' ' 

Single Member 1 '2.33 

2-4 Members 11 25.58 ' 

5-7 Members 14 32.56 ' . ' 
' 

8 - 1 0 Members 13 30.23 

11-15 Members 3 6.98 ' 
. More than 15 Members 1 2.33 I 

Total No. of Household 43 100.00 

Average Family Size 6.86 
; 

Nature of composition of the families is slightly different in Bablabona 

village. Presence of some joint families is noticed though tendency towards 

nuclear type is evident. About 70 per cent of total households are of nuclear type 

while 19 per cent are of joint! extended type of families.· FLwther details are 

available from table no. II!.G.5. 

Table III.G.5. 

Distribution of Badia families according to type: 

Type of Family Number . Percentage 
Single Member 1 2.33 I. 

Incomplete I Broken 1 2.33 
Conjugal 1 2.33 
Complete Nuclear 29 . 67.44 ' 
Nuclear with Additional Member 3 . 6.98 
Patrilineal Joint 6 13.95 
Fraternal Joint 1 .. .2.33 

· Extended I Other 1' 2.33 
Total No. of Family 43 100.00. 
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Extent of land holding is not high though Bablabona is an old village and 

the Badias are said to be champion in agriculture. About 47 per cent of 

households do not have any plot of land for cultivation. Heads of nearly 40 per 

cerit of households can be termed as marginal farmers. Fourteen per cent of total 

households fall under the category of small farmer. Only one family possesses 

more than 5 acres of cultivable land. Distribution of households according to size 

of landholding has been shown in the following table. 

Table III.G.6. 

Distribution of Badia households according to the size of landholding 

(Cultivable land) 

Size of Land Holding Number .Percentage 

Household with no Agricultural Land 20 46.51 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 1 o. 23.26 

1.01 - 2 Acres of Agricultural Land: 5 11.63 
\ 

I 

2.01_- 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 1 2.33 

I 2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 6 13.95 

5.01 - 10 Acres of Agricultural Land 1 2.33 

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 ---

Total No. of Household 43 100.00 .. 

Nearly 50 per cent of the Badia households in Bablabona village are 

considered as poor as annual income of these people do not cross the line of 

Rs. 8,500. Only 30 per cent of households have an annual income range of Rs. 

8,500 - 15,000. Members of 20 per cent of the households have earned more 

than Rs. 15,000 per annum from all sources. Among them 7 per cent have a high 
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income of above Rs. 30,000 per year. Studied households are distributed in the 

table below according to income category. 

Table III.G.7. 

Distribution of households as per annual income 

Income Category Number Percentage 

Upto Rs. 4,000/- 3 6.98 

Rs.4,000/- to Rs.6,200/- 13 30,23 

Rs.6,200/- to Rs.8,500/- 5 11.63 

Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11 ,000/- 6 13.95 

Rs.11 ,000/- to Rs.15,000/- 7 16.28 

Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000/- 6 13,95 

More than Rs.30,000/- 3 6,98 

Total No. of Household 43 100,00 

Literacy state of the Badias in Bablabona is not satisfactory. Only 43 per 

cent of people above the age of 5 years can be considered as literate. Male

female ratio of literates is 3 : 2. Literacy rate is not also expected to be high in 

next generation as only· 30 per cent of the students are going to school at 

present. The picture of literacy among the people and distribution _C?f students are 

shown in the following tables : 
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Table III.G.8 (a). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 

Category Male Female .. Total 

Number. 0/o . Number . %.. Nun1ber % 
' 

Literates without Standard 3 25.00 9 . 75,00 12 100.00 

1,89 6.62 . 4.07 

I - IV Standard 39 65,00 2t 3_5.00 60 100.00 
'' ., 

; ·' 

24.53 15.44. 20.34 

V -VIII Standard 10 55.56 8 44.44 18 100,00 
;.. 

6,29 5,88 ..• ,. 6.10 
.. • _' _:.:-,' 

IX & X Standard 6 75.00 2: :2s.oo 8 100.00 
' 

,· ', 

3.71 -1..47.·· 2]1 
·'·· .... . . 

M.P. I H.S. 0 --- 0: .. --- '0· ---
I· 

1: '• ' ; . .. 
.. -· . . --- --- - ---

... ···- ·-· -

B.A. /M.A. 3 100,00 . o· ' 3 100.00 L ---
; i 

' 
1.89 --· ... ., 1.02 

. . : . 

Total Literates 61 60.40 AQ '39.60. ·101' 100.00 
I ' 

' . ~ .. 

38.37 . 29.41 34.24 

Total Ill iterates 98 50.51: 96 49.49 194 . 100,00 
.. ' ·,, ") .·..,-

l •.'·· 

68,63 70,59·' .. 65.76 
. .. -- .,....._-

Total Population 159 53.90 136 : 46;1() .295 100.00 
' . ' .. 

I _; ... .. '· '.-. 

100.00 . 100.00 ,;._ .. 
"'- . 100.00 

'. . -;. -. . -··-··· 
' . . .;r .. ·c . 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area , ·_ 
. ~cl:. • ·:.·: -, 

! ... _:. 

·.;•< . 

·. ,·. 
:·' ,-.;·· 

... 
J ,·. 
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Table III.G.8(b). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Children) 

Category Male ,Female Total 
NumbeF % Number %. Number % 

Literates without Standard 3 25.00 9 75.00 12 100.00: 
2.29 8.65 5.11 

I - IV Standard 39 65.00 21 35.00 60 100.00 
-.29.77 20.19. 25.54 

V - VIII Standard 10 55.56 8 44.44 18 100.00 
' 7.63 7.69 7.66 

IX & X Standard 6 . 75.00 2 25.00 8 100.00 
4.58 1.92 3.41 

M.P. I H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

- --- ---
B.A. I M.A. 3 .. -100.00 0 --- 3· 100.00 

2.29· --- 13.28 
Total Literates 61' ·soAO'· . ,40 39.60 101 100,00 

46.57'• 38.46 42.99 
Total Illiterates : 

70 52.24. 64 47.76 134 100.00 
53A3 61.54 57.03 

Total 131 55.75. 104 44.25 235 100.00 
' .. 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in t! :e shaded area. 

Table III.G.9. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male '• Female Total 
NumbeF % Number 

-
% Number .% 

I - IV Standard 16 59.26 : 11 40.74 27 100,00 
.. 

84.21 84.62 83.87 
V - VIII Standard 2 66.67. ,. 1 33.33 3 100,00 

10.53 .. 7.69 9.38 ' 
IX & X Standard 1 ·so.oo 1' 50.00 2 1 00.00· 

.. '·' 

5.26 7.69 6.25 
XI & XII Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

.. ., --- ---
B.A. I M.A. 0 ___ ,. 

., 0 --- 0 ---,, 

--- ·' .... ---
Total Students 19· 59.38: ' .: 13· 40.62 32 100.00 

100.00' 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area.· 

. :-
~. . . 

;,.· 

•' ' 

j ,· '". 
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Occupational structure of the studied population shows that there is limited 

diversification in this village. The striking feature in regard to occupation is that no 

women are allowed to work outside the four walls of their houses. Females are 

solely restricted in household work. Incidence of child labour is negligible. Only two 

children have assisted their parents in agricultural field. Except three persons all 

other adult male workers are to some extent related with agricultural activities .. 

About 65 per cent male workers are engaged in agricultural work of their own land. 

One person is teaching in Madrasha and another person is engaged in service as 

mechanic. Following table shows the distribution of people according to their 

involvement in different occupations: 

Table III.G.10. 

Occupational Structure of the Badias in Bablabona 

. Category I, Male Female Total 

1: ' 

,, Adult Child Total· ·Adult Child Total Male Female :Total 

Household Work 0 ·a ,0 62 0 62 Q, 62 62 
' 

Cultivation 43 2 45 0 0 0 45 0 45 
' i 

Agricultural labour 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 2 
' ; 

: 

Daily Labour* 19 0 19 0 0 0 19 ; 0 19 

Business@ 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Service I Teaching 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 2 

' 

Total Working 67 2 69 62 0 62 69 62 131· 
Population 

; 
' 

Percentage of 85.9 2.5 '43.4: :91-.2 --- . 43.4 '45,..6 44.4 ---
' 

Working People ' 
I 

( * includes all sorts of wage labour, @ includes traders and middlemen ) 
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Salient Features of Seven Settlements 

All the seven settlements under study are in rural areas and three of them 

are very close to the respective Block Head Quarters. Road communication and 

transportation facilities are developed in only one of these three settlements. So, 

physically, the· settlements urider study are almost isolated. Barring Bablabona 

all the settlements are of recent origin. The oldest one · of the other six 

settlements is hardly of forty years old. Reason for migration to these settlements 

is mainly economic. The Badia people of Oarjiling and North Dinajpur districts 

are of the opinion that they settled in these two districts. to get rid of poverty. 

They have been experiencing repeated flood occurrences in their place of origin .. 

Agricl}ltural resources have been limited. In order to maintain their families they. 

moved towards northernmost part of West Bengal. Initially they got involved in 

earth work of various development projects like Hyde! Electricity Project. 
. . . 

Extension of railway lines,· Teesta Barrage Project etc. Gradu9lly they seWed in, 

these bastis purchasing. land with much lower rate compared to that ·of their 

earlier habitations. Since 1968 they have settled in Oarjiling and North Dinajpur . 

districts. 

Altogether 2716 persons are found living in these seven settlements in 

455 households. On the basis of primary data collected through fieldwork it has ·. . ~- . 

been revealed that they have· an average sex ratio of 929 though in two 

settlements it is more than 1 000. Fifty two per cent of the population belonged to · 

:. ' . 

· .. · .. 



!2U 

the category of children below 15 years of age. About 60 per cent of total 

population have not yet been married. 

Most ofthe people are marriedat a lower age as it is found that niean age 

at marriage is 16.98 years. Out of 492 married people eight cases of polygyny 

have been reported. Rate of divorce is n~t high and remarriage is not forbidden. ·• 
. . . . ,, 

Out of 1 053 ever married people one male is ·f~und having the status of" divorcee 
·! ... 

whereas eight females have divorced/ separated status. 

Preliminary Census data collected from 455 households show that on an 

' 
average six persons live in a household. One- third of total households possess 

less than four members. Small fa.mify norm is not followed- by majority of the 
. . . 

. .-. . . . ' . ·- . 

Badias though they. have a tendency to live in nuclear type of family. Only ten 

per cent of total households are considere·d as of joint type. 

Literacy rate is 43 per cent among the Badias·. Females are; lagging much· 

behind the males in respect of literacy. For the males the literac{rate is about 50 

per cent whereas fm the females it is only 36.5 per cent. Among the' literates 

majority (more than 70%) have read upto class IV. Only 17.5 per cent of total 

literates belong to the secondary stage of formal education.· Percentage of 

literate people beyond Madhyamik (S~hool Final) standard is negligible . 

. , .. ;,: 

.. : .· r,,. 

. -.,_,. ,. ' ; :, 
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The Badias do not possess much land though they are said to be 

champion in agricultural practices. Only 10 per cent of the households belong to 

. the category of small farmer as they hold 2.5 acres to 5 acres of cultivable land. 

About 90 per cent of the household have either a landholding size of upto· 2.5 

acres (42.9%) or without any land in their possession (46.2°/o). 

'·' •.' 

A little more than thirty per .cent of people are engaged 1n gainful 

employment. Among the earners, three- fourth. are males·. Females mostly earn 

through rolling bidi at home. Participation of women in agricultural field' is noticed 
0 • • ' ~ ~ ' 

but the rate of such work is negligible. 

·The Badias of these :;:;ettlements are. to be considered as poor because 
' ., 

the average annual family income is oniy,R;, 11,58S. Members of sixty per cent 

of the households live below poverty ._line with an annual income below Rs. 

11,000 in their family. Only about three per cent of the hOuseholds have an 

annual income above Rs. 30.000 from all sources~ 

A summary table on demography, and socio-economic conditions of the 
' ' . 

Badias in the settlements under study is appended below in order to have a 

" 

comprehensive picture of the research setting : 

'\: 

'· t • 

. .<,,.';: :·· 

: 
, ,'i' I ''- ., , .... ', 

'',, 
•'!,; . ' ; . ~ 
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Table No. III.H.1. 

Characteristics of Seven Settlements 

Characteristics Chikan Maida Murshid· Nitbazar Uttar . Daksh1n . r Bablabo Total % 
mati basti a bad Dhamar. Dham . na 

basti' · gach argach 

Population 298 246 762 254 355 506 295 2716 ---

Male 163 130 378 134 174 270 159 1408 51.8 
·, 

Female 135 116 384 120 181 236 136 1308 48.2 

Sex Ratio 829 893 . 1016 896 1041 875 856 929 ---

No. of Children · 159 128 393. 1-37 . '185 264 149 1415 52.1 

below15 years) 

Children( Male) 85 65 185 '70 96 145 81 727 51.4 
r 

Child( Female) 74 63 208 67 89 119 68 688 48,6 

No. of persons '139 118 369, 
: 
117 170· 242 146 1301 47.9 

; 

above 15 years ' '·' 

Adult Males 78 65 ;t93" 64: 78 : 125 78 681 52.3 
; 

Adult Females 61 . 53 ; 176, i 53 92 • 117 68 620 46.7 . ' 
. '. ' 

Unmarried 200 136 '456 '159·-
; 

217 :315: 180 1663 q1 .. 2 
i. 

Population' 

UnmarriedMale 116 . 76 :232 89. 112 . 177 104 906 54,5 
! 

Unmarr.Female 84 60 224 70 105 138 76 757 45,5 

No. of persons 94 107 . 282. 88·· 127 184 110 992 36.5 
' . 

Married only 

Married Male 47 53 141 43 61 92 55 492 49,6 

Married Female 47 54 141- 45 66 92 55 500 50.4 

Widower 0 1 4. 2 1 1 0 9 0.33 
' ' . ' 

·, ... ·, 1•.' contd ..... 

,.:.'·. : .. · 



Characteristics Chikan Maida Murshid Nitbazar 

mati · betsti a bad 
r bastt ! 

Widow 3 2 12 5. 

Divorced Male 0 0 1 0 

Divo/\3eparated 1< 0 7 0 
' 

Female 
' 

Mean age at 16.59 15.62 I, 17.47 16.55 
·, 

Marriage 

Number of 82. 102 243 52 

Literates 
' 

Literate Male 55 58 . 169 '28 

Literate Female 27 44 74 24 

Literacy Rate# . 32.9· 52.3 40.4 . 25.1 

Male Lit Rate# 37.9, 57.4 53.6 26.2 
; 

Female 26.0: ·46.8 25:.8 .24.0 

. Literacy Rate# ' 
: 

i 
! 

Literate Without 0 12 :73, ·r 11 
l i 

Standard 
.. ' 

' 
r 

LWS Male. 0 7 r 44 : 1 

LWS Female 0 5 : 29· 0· 

Pry. Standard 59 68 126 41 

Pry.Std.Male . 40 34 :s3 20 

Pry.Std Female 19 34 43 21 

Literates upto 19 21 43 10 
'· 

Class X Std. ! . 

' 
'. 

X std. Male . 12 '16 41 7 

X Std. Female 7 5 !:2' 3. 

M.P./ H.S.Pass 4 0 Q: 0 

(#excludes children below 6 years); 

Uttar Dakshin 

Ohamaf Dham. 

gach argach 

10 6 

0 0 

0 0 

16.89 16.87 

174 189 

95 111 

79 78 

57.6 46.9 

62.5 52.4 

52.7 40.8 

4 3 

2 1 

2 2 

144 165 

77 95 

67 70 

25 21 

15 15: 

10 6 

1 0 

Babiabo Total 
na 

5 43 

0 1 

0 8 

. 17.92 16.98 

101 943 

61 577 

40 366 
: 

42.9 43.0 

46.6 49.6 

38.5-· '35.5 

' 

1-2 
: 
105 

: 
~3 58 

9 :47 

60 663 

'39 388 
l 

21 ·275 

26 .165 ' 

' 
16 '122 

' 10 43 

:0 .. ,5 

contd ..... · 

% 

1.58 

0.04 

. 0.29 

---

34.7 

.. .. 
---

---

---

I 
11 ,1: .. 

55..2 

.44.8 

70.3 

58.5 

: 41.5: 

. 17.5 

73.9 

26.1' . 

0.53. 
i 

I 

I 
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Characteristics Chikan Maida Murshid Nitbazar Uttar Oakshin Bablabo !Total i 
% 

·mati basti a bad Dhamar Oham na 
I 

basti gach· . argach j: 
'. , I· 

M.P./H.S.Male 3 0 0 0 1 0 10 !4 i ' ; 80 0 

M.P/H .. Female t 0 0 0 0 0 10 I' 1 20 0 
ji 

Total B.AIM.A. 0 1* 1 0 0 0 I 2+1* 
i 

3+2*· i 0.53 

B.A./M.A. Male 0 1* 1 0 0 0 . 1 2+1 ... : 3+2* '100 0 

B.AIMAFemale 0 0 0 0 o. 0 \0 I o . ': 00 00 
i· i . 

Total Students 70 43 117 42 85 73 j 32 'j462 '2,.1 I 
I i.' ' 

Male Students 47 20 75 20 54 42 
I 

19 1277 60.0 ! 
Fern. Students 23 23 42 22 31 31 : 13 185 . 40·0 

; : 

%Of Female 32.9 53.5 35.9 52.4 . 36.5 42.5· \ 40.6 ·I 18.0 ---
' 

Students 
: lt ;.:. ; ,, 
~~ j: i ,. 

Total Earners 88 62 183 80 175 • 236: .. ! 69 . . ! 893·' 32·88 . "I , 
' . r .. .. ;:, 

Total Non- Earners 210 184 639 174 180 270· .j 226 I 1823 ~. 67 "2 
' ·I ,. ,. 

Work Participation 29.53 25.20 24.02 31.50 . 49.30 46.64~ I 2339. i 32 88 ---
' Rate ... ,; ' ··'; ... 

; 
) 

; 1~ . 

Number of 43 41 130 46 : 60' )92 ... 43. 455 
1 

' I '. l : 
I 

Household I·· .. .. . 

. i: .. 1 

Household Size 6.93 6.00 5.86 5.52. 5.92.' 5.50: •. :6.86. 5.97' 
i', 

Single-member 0 1 2 0 3. 
.. 
2 ;,g, •l ;) 

2-4 members 8 15 44 17 : 15 32 ., ·. :. 11 ; 142 
' 

1; .. I·'· ,. 

5-7 members 18 16 53 11· 26• 3H •'', : l4. .1.182 .. 
::' 

8 - 1 0 members. 14 6 23 12 15 1'6' .'' 13· )'99. 
;· 

More than 1 0 m 3 3 8 0 1 .,'4. ' •4 ''i:23 '' ., 

(*Arable degrees equivalent to B.A. and M.A. have been incorporated). . ... 

·contd ... 
. : :. ' 

':. 
. ,' ,:'' 

.... ·. 
,. ,,·,. . ~·:. ··: .. -... . . 

,. . . ~ . . . ~ ' 

·.t. 

. ·. . : ;:., 
: 1;~ ' ~: • 

'" \. 

. . ~ • • i-

~-). ' 1 ·- '. 
',.: . .. , 

. j 
... ·.; 

... •; 

---.. 

-·--

1.98 

.• 3.1:2 

•. 40.0 

21.8 

• 5.05 



Characteristics Chikan Maida 

mati basti 

( 
c.. I ncomplete/Bro 1 t 

ken Family 

Conjugal 1 3 

Family 

Complete 35 25 

Nuclear Family 

Suppi.N.Family 2 2 

Joint Family 4 10 

Landless 9 9 

Households ·, 

Marginal Land- 21 28 

Owner 

Small Land- 13 2 

Owner 

Medium and Big 0 '2 

Land- Owner 

Annual Family Income 23 25 
upto Rs. 11 ,CJJJ/-

Rs.11 ,000 -30,000/- 18 13 

More than 2 3 
Rs.3D,OOO/~ 

Average Annual 16721 12951 
Income per family 

in Rupees 

Murshi Nitbazar Uttar 

dabad Dhamar 

basti: gach· 

10 3 5 
; 

., 

8 3 2 
; 

86 36·, : ' 431 

'· ,, 

10 : 4 4· 

16 0 6 

55 '• .22., . ' 38.: ·i. 
• J ~· • 

' .. 

' ' .. , : : 

JO: 16 '13.: 
... . , .. . . ·'· 

' · . . ' 
'5:. : 

.. :T, 8 : 

'· ,• 

.. ' ' : : 
: :' 

.. 
0 1. t . ,•' ' ·,. •, -.. ·· ) .. 

'!" \ '' 
···-. '•·.· 

'· ';, 

'97 31' ' . : 35' 
'. 

' 
.. 

: ;, . ., ,,,, 
. , 

'32 : 12 24..: 
.. 

! 
.. 

i' 

t 3 ' t• : 
' 

., 
' .. '· . ' '·' 

·. . ~ ·' ' . \: i 
: 

.9454 10978 ·' 12475 
: 

.: .,. 
:_ ;,;_,' 

: 
'i ! 

'· 
i ., 

! '· .,, .. ,, :'-·· .. ·- ·' ''· •' 
., 

i ' 

" ,!: . ·l .·,_ ... \ 

;··',•• I.' . 

•··· •. ·2 .)'•, .. /·' '·.-
(' :·._, 

'•'.; . . :, :.- ' ~ .. · ., 

~ . ; : .. , ... 

-,:'',',I 
':- ' ..... l . :. ;: 

'' ·_, .. 
·,,'. ,·, 

·-·r. 
\;. 

. !.·: '!:. 

. · ... , . 
- -·.: ' 
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'. 
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Oakshin Bablabo Total ~ Dham· na 

argach 

5 2 27 5,93 

11 1 29 6,37 

•70 ,. 
29 324 71.2 

3 3 28 6.15 

3 8 47 10.3 
,. 

57 20 210 46.2 

: 31' 16 195 42.9 

' 

4 6 45 9.89 
! 

I~ i 

o· r 5 1 I 110 
., I' I I 

60 : 27 298 65.49 

'3~ 13 144 31.65 

0 3 13 2.86 
; 

' 

11005 12233 11585 ---
.. 


