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Chapter I 

Introduction 

Statement of the Problem 

Muslims C{)nstitute about 25 percent of world population and about 68.3 

percent of Muslims of the world live in Asia . India is one of the seventeen 

countries where Muslim population is at least 10 perc-ent of total population. 

More than 90 million people of India follow Islamic religion out of a total of about 

1000 million Muslim population of the world. Percentage of Muslim population to· 

the total population of the country is nearly 12 percent whereas more than 80 

percent follow Hinduism. Other religions altogether constitute less than 8 percent 

of the country's total population. Hence the Muslims are considered as the 

largest minority community in India. 

Acc{)rding to 1991 Census, 1 01596057 Muslim people comprising of 

5263136 males and 48964692 females Jive in India. They are exactly 12.12 

percent of total population of the country. Sex ratio is 930. Decadal growth rate is 

32.76 perc-ent. Majority of the Muslims Jive in rural areas. In the rural areas 

6563695 people live whereas 36032362 persons live in urban areas. But 

concentration of Muslim population is high in cities and towns of the country. 

Muslims constitute 10.53 percent of the total population of rural areas whereas 

16.70 percent of urban population belong to Islamic religion. Male-female ratio is 

almost 50: 50 in both rural and urban areas. Variation is noticed in regard to 

concentration of Muslim population in different Stat~s of the country. Excepting 
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the Union Territory of Laccadives (94.30 percent) and the State of Jammu and 

Kashmir (exact figure is not available) Muslims are the minority in the States. 

In West Bengal Muslims constitute 23.61 percent of total population. The 

have a decadal growth rate of 36.89 percent. A total of 16075836 Muslims are 

there in West Bengal. Majority of them live in rural areas. 

According to 1981 Census, out of 16 districts of the state, six have a 

higher proportion of Muslims than the state's average of 21.51 percent. These 

districts are Murshidabad (58.7%), Maida (45.3%), West Dinajpur (35.8%), 

Birbhum (29.6%), Nadia (24.1 %), and 24- Parganas (23.9%). Murshidabad 

comprises of 2169121, Maida 919918 and 24- Parganas 2563751 Muslims. 

Murshidabad district exceeds half way mark of total population. Maida records a 

Muslim population nearing the half-way mark of total population whereas in 

West Dinajpur Muslims (860797) constitute 35.89 percent of total population. 

Darjiling district contains the lowest number of Muslims (37299) which is only 

3.66 percent of the district's total population. 

About· 300 ethnic groups have been noticed among the Muslims in the 

world. They belong to various sects and sub-sects and Muslim groups are again 

sub-divided into a number of sub-groups sometimes defined as status groups 

and social groups. In India Muslims are mainly categorised on the basis of 

ethnicity and migration. Broadly the Indian Muslims are either of foreign origin 

having a different language and culture or the local converts with little traditions. 

On the basis of status also, various Muslim groups are found in India. Saiyyed, 
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Sheikh, Mughal and Pathans are considered as ethnic groups whereas Ashrafs, 

ajlafs and Arjals are the social groups. Similar groupings are found in West 

Bengal too but ethnic grouping, social grouping or status grouping have not been 

done distinctively in the state. Hence it is better to think of endogenous grouping 

of Muslims in West Bengal. They are recognised as jat (in rural areas) which is 

akin to endogenous group. The endogenous grouping is an overlapping of 

ethnicity and traditional occupational category as it is noticed that the groups are 

called Saiyad, Mir, Shah Fakir, Shaik, Pathan, Bhako, Julah, Dhunia, Osta, Dhai, 

Fakir, Badia etc. All these groups have different position 'in the local hierarchy. 

Badia is one of the groups of Muslim society. Though information 

regarding this Muslim group is sketchy, it is considered that members of this 

group belong to a distinct theological school called Ahl-e-Hadith. The members 

of Badia group are settled in few districts of West Bengal. In Murshidabad, 

Maida, both North and South Dinajpur, and Darjeeling districts they have been 

found with a substantial number. Traditional occupation of this group is 

supposed to be castration. Now-a-days the members. belonging to Badia group 

are engaged in various types of works specially agriculture and masonry. Like 

any other group, members of Badia group have some cultural traits of their own 

and they have a limited social interaction with neighbouring communities. 

Detailed descriptive study on different aspects of life of Badias is needed in 

order to understand and conc-eptualize how they maintain their group identity. 



Physical proximity, dialects and social organisation and the level of socio

economic development are the areas of importance for finding out the difference 

between Badias and other local Muslim groups. 

Separate identity of the Badias can be observed through maintenance of 

social boundary with other Muslim groups in regard to intermarriage, 

inter dining and other rituals. 

Review of Literature 

At the outset it must be pointed out that a good number of 

research works have been done on various aspects of Muslim society but only a 

few studies are there to depict the culture _of a particular group. At the outset it 

may be noted that anthropological and I or sociological research work on the 

Badias has not yet been done. Only sporadic information on these people are 

available in the discussions of scholars dealing with other sort of works. Those 

works are helpful in any way to have a first hand knowledge on the Badia group 

of people. 

In the discussion of the nature of social stratification among the 

Muslims of North Bengal, Mandai (1991) has mentioned that the Badia is one of 

a number of endogamous groups of Maida district. It has been observed that 

there occurs a . "very limited social interactions between Badias and other 

Muslims· groups of the locality'' (Mandai, 1991 :223). It is also revealed that 

"Badias are a little known small Muslim group, mostly concentrated in some 

areas of eastern region of the country. They are the followers of orthodox 
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tradition of Islam. Badias conceive themselves as a community having social and 

cultural relationship cDnfined to their own group members" (Mondal, 1998a:200). 

Mukherjee (1971) in his famous book entitled "Six Villages of Bengal" has paid 

attention to the oc-cupation of the Badias. Banerjee (1993) has also dealt with 

involvement of the Badias in various works. Hoque (1986) has delineated the 

role of the Badias in the Bengali folk literature in his unpublished Ph.D. thesis (in 

Bengali). Rahaman (1996) has talked about the backwardness of various Muslim 

groups of North Bengal and demanded reservation facilities for the Badias. 

Samad (1991) has made an unique contribution (in Bengali) on Badias from the 

viewpoint of an insider. 

For the purpose of this research work a thorough understanding of the 

Muslim society and culture is also required. Hence, a brief review of literature on 

Muslims has been done in this context. 

On the origin and history of the Muslims in India scholars from various 

disciplines have contributed their views (Ahmad, 1964; Qureshi, 1962; 

Smith, 1947; Bose, 1951; Srinivas, 1968; Mandelbaum, 1970; Guha, 1965; Leach, 

1960 and Risley, 1891 ). These scholars are of the opinion that Muslims of India 

have diversity in their origin. 

Fragmentation in Muslim social order and social divergence among the 

groups has been pointed out by a number of scholars. Existence of various 

. Muslim groups having differential backgrounds are found in India (Ahmad, .1973; 

Ansari, 1960; Barth, 1960; Bhattacharyya, 1973; Khan, 1968; Misra, 1964 and 

Siddiqui, 197 4). 
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Systematic study on the categorization of Indian Muslims was initiated by 

Ansari (1960). He has shown four distinct groups--- Priest, Warrior, Commoner 

and Serf among the Muslims of Uttar Pradesh in the line of Varna Model of 

Hinduism. Acc{)rding to him there also exists two status groups called Ashraf and 

Ajlaf each having some sub-groups. Ashrafs are said to be the descendants of 

· foreign immigrants and considered as a noble section while Ajlafs are the 

commoners, mostly of indigenous stock and engaged in traditional skills and 

trades. Ashrafs are the elite and the Ajlafs are non-elite including a number of 

occupational groups and untouchables. For various reasons these Muslim 

groups have followed a tradition of endogamy. 

Nazmul Karim (1980) has made a cat~gorisation of Bengali Muslims into 

Upper Sharifs, Poor Sharifs, Mixed Sharifs, Non-Sharifs and Arzals. 

Levy (1957) has classified the Bengali Muslims into three categoies -

Ashraf, Ajlaf and Arzal. Ashraf category is comprised of the descendants of 

foreign Muslims whereas both Ajlaf and Arzal are the converts from functional 

groups and low caste groups of the Hindus respectively. 

Risley considered Arzal as the lowest group of Muslims consisting 

of Halalkhor, Lalbegi, Abdal and Bediya with whom "no other Muhammadan 

would associate and who are forbidden and enter the· mosque or to use the 

public burial ground" (Risley, 1908: 119). 

Rizvi and Roy (1984) have dealt with "Muslims Bio-cultural Perspectives" 

and identified various groups 'in Muslim society. They have also classified the 

Muslims into Shurfa and Nau-Muslim. In the former group they have incorporated 
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the migrant Muslims of different origin while the later group is comprised of 

converts. They have mentioned about the presence of 138 Muslm groups in 

Indian Sub continent. 

Ahmad has tried to present a comprehensive picture of Muslim society 

and culture by editing a series of publication in 1973,1976, 1983 and 1984. In 

Caste and Social Stratification Among Muslims in India (1973), various scholars 

h~ve shown the presence of caste like groupings among Muslims analysing their 

traditional association with particular occupation, economic obligations, 

mechanism of dispute settlement and ritual performance etc. with the help of 

micro-level studies from different parts of India viz. Bombay, Laccadives, 

Rajasthan and Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal. In Family, 

Marriage and Kinship Among Muslims in India (1976) significant aspects of social 

structure have been illustrated. Ahmad (1983) has also made an appraisal on the 

responses of Muslim communities to modernization and social change. Religious 

beliefs and .practices of the Muslims living in different parts of the country have 

been discussed by various authors in a volume edited by Ahmad (1984). Main 

thrust of the book was on religion as practised by the Muslims rather than 

theological and spiritual principles of Islamic religion. 

Barth ( 1960) has shown the formation of groups based on economic and 

social distinction prevailing among the Swat Pathans who live in a remote valley 

of North West Pakistan where there is no influenc-e of Hinduism is noticed. 

Alavi (1976) has made a significant contribution on the study of kinship 

system among the Muslims. Concept of "biradari" has been revealed by him in 
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his study on Kinship System in West Punjab Village. He is of the opinion that 

biradari is restricted to a number of households having fraternal solidarity and 

participating in ritual exchange of presentations. Biradari exists within or outside 

a village boundary. He opines that kinship system rather than caste is the basis 

of social organisation of the Muslims. 

Titu (1959) has observed mobility of Muslim cultivators in Western Uttar 

Pradesh. A Muslim cultivator has no such hurdles to cross for enhancing his 

status if he wishes to do it with accumulation of wealth. Boast of a cultivator has 

been c-onsidered in this context which is self explanatory: 

"Last year I was a Julah, this year a Shyak and next year if harvest be good I shall be a Sayyed". 

Dumont ( 1971) has c-ommented upon partial c-ontamination of Ashraf 

group of Muslims in Uttar Pradesh. According to him biradari, the basic 

framework of Muslim Social Structure, enables various sub-groups of Ashrafs to 

retain their separate identity. Inter marriage in the upper stratum (Ashraf) of 

Muslims is normally restricted. It only happens when suitable spouses are not 

available in their own clan or kin groups. 

Imam (1975) has edited a book entitled Muslims in India. It includes 

various articles on the problems confronting Muslims of India and their 

implication in their social life. Ec-onomic, political, social and historical aspects of 

the Muslim society in India are the issues dealt in this volume. 

Madan (1976) has made a study on socio-religious life of the Muslims of 

Kashmir. Various dimension of Muslim culture has also been highlighted in his 

edited book entitled Muslim Communities in South Asia. 
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Roy ( 1979) has stressed on the concept of "khandan" because she 

considers it as the basis of grouping in Muslim society. Ac-c.ording to her khandan 

is the "lineage of recognition" where the persons are trac€able and recognized. 

The concept of khandan i.s quite similar in nature to that of biradari. 

Siddiqui (1974) has identified about sixty Muslim groups in Calcutta on the 

basis of nationality, linguistic, ethnicity and regional characteristics. These 

groups are again classified on the basis of sect, sub-sect, khanqah and silsila 

affiliations. 

Wali (n.d.) has classified Bengali Muslims into Sherif or Ashraf and Atraf 

or Ajlaf categories. Ashrafs are cosidered as the members of landed gentry 

having noble ancestry but the Atrafs are the toiling masses and peasants. 

Monda! (1994) has critically examined the situation of Muslims in West 

· Bengal and pointed out the weaknesses of Varna-Jati Model to describe the 

system of social stratification among the Muslims. He emphasizes on the 

application of electical model which is a combination of historical, structural

functional, interactional and attributional approaches. To him "it is very difficult to 

classify the Muslim groups exclusively in terms of ethnicity" (Monda!, 1994:72). 

He is of the opinion that the term "jat" (a variant of "jati") or "endogenous group" 

may be preferred to describe the social segments among the Muslims. 

Bhattacharyya (1973) iri "The Concept and Ideology of Caste among the 

Muslims of Rural West BengaJ'! has shown the existence of caste like features in 

the social life of different Muslim ethnic groups. Siddiqui(1973) has also pointed 

out the caste element among the Muslims of Calc-utta. Both the scholars have 
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applied the term 'ethnic groups' (Marriotf, 1960) to various social groups among 

the Muslims. 

Bhattacharjee (1980) has made an empirical study on Patua culture and 

C{)mmented that the Patuas are neither Hindus nor Muslims. Among them 

'cultural oscillation' has been operating. 

Aims and Objectives of Present Study 

This study on the Badia group of Muslim society is aimed at delineating 

various aspects of social life and culture of the group. The study envisages to 

revealing data on demographic profiles, social structure, material culture, 

economic pursuits, religion and rituals, roles and position of women and the 

changing features in Badia society. To be precise, it depicts the situation of 

Badias that exists today. The specific objective of this study is to highlight the 

social as well as cultural life of the Badia regarding whom no Sociological and/or 

Social Anthropological study has been made so far. It is also envisaged to find 

out how far the Badias adhere to maintain the uniqueness of their cultural traits. 

Rationale of the Study 

There are about 246 Muslims groups in India having varied size and 

culture pattern. As a Muslim group the Badias have some characteristics 

common to other Muslims but as a community they have some distinctiveness as 

well. Along with inter-community differentiation Badias have intra-community 

variations. Despite intra- as well as inter-c{)mmunity variations Badias maintain 

an integrated village life. 
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In the absence of census data on the Badias it is really very difficult to 

know the exact spatial distribution of the people. Scanty published documents 

provide a sketchy distribution of the Badias in West Bengal and Bihar. In West 

-
(3engal they are mainly concentrated in Murshidabad and Maida districts. 

Presence of Badias in Darjiling and North Dinajpur districts has also been 

reported. It is, therefore, pertinent to know (i) Why the people of this group have 

'settled in these latter districts? (ii) How do these people Jive at present? and (iii) 

What are the changes that have been experienced by the Badias in their socio-

cultural life? 

Methodology 

(i) R~search Desigm 

The study has been made following exploratory research design keeping 

the objectives in mind. As the main purpose of this study is to narrate the socio-

economic life of a c-ommunity the approach undertaken is purely descriptive. 

(ii) Sources of Information:; 

The study is mainly based on primary data c-ollected through direct 

interaction with the people. The researcher has to select some key informants 
\ 

along with careful selection of informants for supplying census data. People, 

both male and female, from Badia Muslims, non-Badia Muslims and non-Muslims 

have been selected for interview. For history of the Badias this study heavily 
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dependent on the oral history. Secondary data regarding their history or any 

other aspect of life have been incorporated in this study in a very limited way 

because of non-availability. 

(iii) locale of the Study; 

The study is the outcome of information collected from seven Badia 

settlements (Bastis) in three districts of West Bengal. These seven Bast is are 

distributed in six Mouzas. In Milangarh-JorePakri Mouza of Darjeeling district 

there· are two distinct and adjacent Bastis ~m~~ Maida and 

Murshidabad districts. After the name of the district of origin these two Bastis are 

called . as Maida Basti and Murshidabad Basti. Other two Bastis of Darjiling 

district are in Hakragach Mouza and Chikanmati Mouza. Two settlements from 

North Dinajpur district have been included in this study. These two are from two 

different Mouzas viz. Dhamargach South and Dhamargach North. A portion of 

Badia settlement of Durgapur Mouza in Maida district has also been 

incorporated in this study. 

. (iv) Selection of Area and Informant; 

Badias mainly live in the rural areas of Maida and Murshidabad districts of 

West Bengal. Due to various reasons they have started to migrate and se~tle in 

some other districts. Seven settlements of the Badias in the districts of Darjiling, 

North Dinajpur and Maida have been selected in this study purposively 
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considering their concentration, accessibility and economic pursuits. Causes and 

c-onsequenc-es of migration have also been kept in mind for selecting the area. 

As sufficient information is not available on the distribution of Badia 

population in West Bengal a sort of snowball sampling method has been 

adopted in this study in selecting the settlements. 

For information on various life-situations of the Badias both male and 

female members of their community have been consulted. Head of the families 

as well as senior members of the household were asked to supply the Household 

Census Data. Persons from Badia Muslims, non-Badia Muslims and non-Muslims 

have been selected for interview also in order to understand the process and 

extent ( or nature and degree ) of interaction of the Bedias. Moulavis, Political 

leaders as well as Members of Gram Panchayat have been interviewed. 

(v) Fieldwork; 

Fieldwork for this study was started in the month of August 1996. At my 

first visit to Badia Para of Darjiling district, the people accepted me very friendly. 

They responded cordially to my curious questions. They became overwhelmed 

listening that their culture would be depicted. The people spoke in slight different 

dialect than their neighbouring communities belonging to both Hindu and Muslim 

religions. My pronunciation somehow struck them and they asked me about my 

-
place of origin. As they found some similarity in my dialect they dropped the 

tendency of suspecting me. This was the attitude of common Badias of that 

locality but the knowledgeable persons like Moulavi still had a suspicion on my 
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activity. However, that had also been overcome when I, being a follower of Hindu 

religion, took lunch with him at his residenc€ without hesitation. In this way I 

gained c-onfidenc-e of the people under study. They helped me in selecting other 

settlements and conducting fieldwork with the Badias of other districts. In spite of · 

all their c-o-operation and help problems arose at the time of data collection by 

administering the Household Census Schedule. The people were not ready to 

· supply information in such details. Nevertheless the settlements were in the 

border regions and people were scared of any untoward event. Apart from the 

data collected with the help of Household Census Schedule information have 

been gathered from male Key Informants. Case studies of both male and female 

members of the. community have been undertaken in order to strengthen the 

qualitative nature of the study. For observing the behaviour of the people 

fieldwork has been c-onducted staying inside the settlements as far as 

practicable. 

(vi) Tools and Techniques of Data Collection; 

Intensive fieldwork has been conducted in four villages of the district of 

Darjiling. In other settlements, survey method of data collection has been 

deployed. In other words, both intensive and extensive methods have been used 

for collection of primary data during the period from 1996 to 1999. Additional 

information from other places have also been incorporated in this study in the 

form of case study. Both qualitative and quantitative data have been gathered 

through holistic approach. Census schetJule t)~s been used as an important tool 
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of data collection on demographic and economic aspects. Unstructured interview 

guide is also employed for taking detailed descriptive information. Techniques of 

Interview and observation--both participant and non participant -- have been 

followed for data collection. Case history and genealogy have also been drawn 

to understand net-work of marital relations, inter-generation change in 

occupation, education and migration. 

(vii) Data Analysis; 

Data collected with the help of Household Census Schedule have been 

checked and edited at first. Classifying and analysis of data have been done 

manually as well as statistically depending on their nature. Statistical devices are 

applied for the analysis of quantitative data while the qualitative data have been 

analysed through systematic description. Analyses of data are followed by 

· representation of the facts in tabular and diagrammatic forms in the respective 

chapters of the thesis. Systematic description of the qualitative data has been 

done at a number of times because the study is primarily descriptive in nature. 

(viii) Presentation ef 9ataz 

Information collected from all sources have been presented in the 

following Chapters: 

Chapter II - Badias : Past and Present 

140422· 
f 6 ~1.\R 2ID1 



Chapter Ill- Research Setting: Demographic and Socio-economic Features 

of Badia Settlements 

Chapter IV - Aspects of Material Culture 

Chapter V - Economic Pursuits 

Chapter V 1- Marriage, Family and Kinship 

Chapter VII- Religious Practic-es and Life Cycle Rituals 

Chapter VIII -A Profile of Badia Women 

Chapter IX - Badias Within the Larger Framework of Muslim Society 

Chapter X - Badias in Transition 

Chapter XI - General Observation 

(ix) Limitations; 

16 

Fieldwork for this study has been conducted in such a period when the · 

whole country suffered a political restlessness. A swing of power in the 

Parliament from secular political Parties to a so-called Communal Party led some 

Muslim people scared of their identity. The Badias, with whom the fieldwork has 

been conducted, are mainly settled in border regions. They fear that such type 

of work leads to declare them illegal migrants. It takes sometime to remove their 

fear-psychosis. So, the actual time-budget for completion of fieldwork exceeds 

for about a year. 

Published material on different aspects of life of the community is 

extremely limited. It is, therefore, a major limitation for suspecting and comparing 

the data collected from the field situations. 
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In the absence of systematic account on the Badias. this research work is 

a strenuous and time consuming job. However, with much interest as well as 
I 

challenge it has been completed within a period of less than 5 years from my first 

visit to Badia Para of Darjiling district. 

Present study is mainly C{)ncerned with the Badias of Darjiling and North 

Dinajpur districts al~ng with a short account of the people settled in a village of 

Maida. The study has been made C{)llecting primary data with the help of 

fieldwork in seven settlements of three districts in North Bengal region only. A 

total enumeration of six settlements of Darjiling and North Dinajpur districts has 

been made whereas a part of another settlement has been studied from Maida 

district. More precisely it can be stated that the observation made in this study is 

based on a limited area of West Bengal. 



Chapter II 

Badias : Past and Present 

There are about 246 Muslim groups in India and these groups have been 

identified following their ethnicity, status, and occupations. Badia alias 

Shershabadia is one such ethnic group. Number of people of this group and their 

proportion to the total Indian population are difficult to estimate because 

ambiguity persists in identifying them as a separate group. Separation of the 

group from other communities like Bediya and Bedia is not an easy job because 

the Badias remained unknown or iittle known in academic arena ( Mandai, 1998a 

and Siddiqui, 1992). The Badias are often confused with the Bedouins who move 

elsewhere with their origin at Arab (Samad, 1991 ). Sometimes Badia is 

cnnsidered synonymous with Bediya or Bede --- a nomadic group who mainly 

follow the religion of Hinduism. Of course, possibility of 'cultural oscillation' 

cannot be ruled out for maintenance of religious identity of a particular 

community. Bediyas as well as the Patuas do also maintain both Hindu. and 

Muslim identities in different parts of India (Bhattacharjee, 1980). But the Badias 

strictly adheres to the religion of Islam. They are supposed to be originated from 

a rac-e settled in AI-Badiyah region of Syria (Hitti,1964). 
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Name of a group is often derived from the place of their origin or from the 
( ( . 

traditional callings. The Badias might have a relation with the plac-e called AI-

Badiyah in Syria. In the history of the Arabs AI-Badiyah occupies a significant 

role. "Maysun was a Jacobite Christian like her predec-essor Na'liah, Utheman's 

wife, who belonged to the Kalb tribe. She took her son Yazid, subsequently the 

successor of Mu'awiyah, to the badiyah (Syrian desert) particularly Palmyrena, in 

which her Bedouin tribe roamed and where the youthful Crown Prince became 

habituated to the chase, herd riding, wine-bibbing and verse making. AI-Badiyah 

from this time on became the school of the Umayyad Princes. where they 

ac.quired the pure Arabic unadulterated with Aramaicisms and where they also 

escaped the recurrent city plagues. Later Umayyad Caliphs, including Abd-al 

Malik and ai-Walid - II continuing the tradition, built c-ountry residences on the 

border of the Syrian desert and called the AI-Badiyahs" (Hitti, 1964: 195). 

In India, Shershabad region is thought to be the place of origin of the 

Badias. History of the 16th Century Bengal corroborates Badias' claim of their 

affinity with the Pathans. In the first half of the sixteenth century Afghan reign 

started in Bengal when Hussain Shah was overthrown by Sur Afghan leader 

Sher Khan, a formidable minister of Bihar, in the year 1538. He became the 

master of Bihar first (in 1534) and then of Gour Bengal. Sher Khan (Shah), by his 

artful management of military forc-e having a handful of soldiers, was able to 

administer the Bengal provinc-e. He adopted the policy of division coupled with 

central supervision. Several fief-holders or Jaigirdars were made at that time. A 
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trunk road from Sonargaon (now in Bangladesh) to the Indus was built to keep 

contact with the Mughals as well as to attack some Mughal provincBs. Bengal 

became the most important single power in North-Eastern· India during 1565 to 

1572. But the Afghan dynasty did not last for many years. It suddenly ended in 

the year 1576. Within this short period of 38 years, territory of Bengal was 

extended upto Orissa via Bihar and North-Eastern India via Koch kingdom 

(Sarkar, 1972). The kingdom of Sher Shah was called Shershabad Pargana at 

that time and predecessors of the Badias were there in Sher Shah's military 

force. It is also thought that the Badias are the "Shershabadia Musalmans" and 

the descendants of Pathan soldiers who were left behind in Bengal by Sher Shah 

(Rahaman, 1996 and Samad, 1991 ). 

Notion regarding derivation of 'Badia' from 'Shershabadia' is propped by 

another opinion of the scholars that the physique as well as the ethnic 

characteristics of the present-day Badias akin to that of the army personnel of 

Sher Shah with local influence. They are tall, stout and having fair complexion . 

(Mondal, 1998a). 

Distinction between the Badias and the Bedias, Bediyas or Bedes is 

discernible. Bedia is "a small agricultural Dravidian tribe of Chhotonagpur. .. and 

has long been separated from the parent (Santal) tribe ... and it seems not 

impossible to think that the Bedias of Chhotonagpur may be ,actually a branch of 

the Santals. The tribe has nothing to do with the Bediyas of Eastern 



21 

Bengal .... Bediya is the generic name of a number of gipsy like groups" (Risley, 

1981 :83). Ancestral relationship between the Bediyas or the Bedes and the 

Badias has been discarded also because the Bediya or the Bedes have 

originated from an Indian race while the Badias are said to be the descendants 

of the Afghans. Regarding the social characteristics of the Bediyas it has been 

mentioned that "the Bediya ... bears a bad character along the Jam una and in 

Oudh, but has quite respectable sub-caste in Bengal, where many have 

accepted Islam" (Baines,1912:108-9). This statement has been made \Nhile 

discussing the nomadic castes specifically thieves who have affinity with the 

Sauriya - the thief par excellence of the North. Being influenced by such 

ethnographic ac-count an allegation of dacoity is labelled with the Badias. But 

the allegation stands cancelled for the want of enough evidences in the court of 

law (Samad, 1991 ). 

Differences of opinion exist regarding origin of the Badias in West Bengal. 

"Most Badias consider themselves as descendants of Shershah and his military 

personnel. They are of opinion that their predecessors engaged in administration 

and army to maintain law and order at different parts of Bihar as per directions of 

the rulers during Muslim regime. In Bihar they were mainly concentrated at 
I 

Shahabad, but due to various reasons in successive periods a section of the 

Badias moved to Murshidabad of Bengal and joined army under Nawab Aliwardi. 

But later, due to loss of Muslim political power at the hands of the British 

colonialists, they had to leave their traditional martial profession and accept 

other oc-cupations for their livelihood. Thus from Murshidabad some of the 
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Badias migrated to Maida, Dinajpur and Darjeeling. Due to this continuous 

process of migration they are known as Badias, which means nomadic people. 

While in the notion of some others the Badias are so named as they are 

basically residing in marshy lands locally known as Bada and practise cultivation 

to earn their livelihood. So they are called Badias or Bhatias i.e. the people of 

Bada or Bhata, which means dwellers of low land. There is also an another view . 

prevalent regarding the name of the Badias, that to Bengal they were migrated 

from Shershabad or Sahabad in Bihar, thus named as Badia, which signifies 

migrants of a specific bad or area" (Monda!, 1998a: 194-5). 

Empirical studies on the Badias, though negligible in number, provide a 

rough sketch of their settlement. Bihar and West Bengal are the two States 

which constitute huge number of Badias. In West Bengal, Badias or 

Shershabadias are mainly concentrated in Maida and Murshidabad districts 

along with various other Muslim groups. Besides these two districts they are also 

found in North Dinajpur (or undivided district of West Dinajpur) and Darjeeling. 

Jalpaiguri district also possesses a few people of Badia community. Chance of 

availability of the Badias are not unlikely in the districts of Gooch Behar, Nadia 

and Birbhum. Presenee of the Badias has also been observed in the Bogra 

district of undivided Bengal . The Badias are even scattered in the neighbouring 

countries like Nepal and Bhutan. Terai region of Jhapa district in Nepal and Hilly 

areas of Phuntsoling in Bhutan have been marked by Badia settlements 

(Banerjee, 1993; Hoque, 1986; Mondal, 1998b; Mukherjee: 1971 and 

Samad, 1991 ). 
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Earlier they settled in both sides of river Bhagirathi or Gaur Ganga flowed 

from the southern side of the then Ramkeli Gaur. Various reasons are their for 

such settlement. After the fall of Pathan dynasty, it was not possible for all the 

soldiers to flee-away with the rulers. Naturally the soldiers moved here and there 

and ·began to settle in the 'crown land' or vested land. But this movement was 

restricted longitudinally on the bank of the Ganga or the Bhagirathi. Losing 

military job they tried to cultivate the most infertile fallow land with hard labour. 

Formation of colonies of ex-military personnel were c-ommon in the Mughal 

period. These were made deliberately to transform so,ldiers as cultivators. Such 

type of colony was also formed in Shershabad Pargana. The sub-division or the 

then outpost of this Pargana was Jahangirpur of Murshidabad district (Hunter, 

1872; Mitra, 1951 and Samad, 1991 ). 

Settlement colony of the Badias in the Shershabad Pargana does never 

mean that they are not settled in other parts of India. In the undivided Punjab 

province some Pathan soldiers are settled and for that matter the area is even 

c-onsidered the source of origin of the Badias. It is an undeniable fact that the 

Afghans entered into India from this region and conquered Bengal afterwards. It 

is argued that "Sher Shah after conquering Bengal left some of his armymen 

who originally came from the Punjab side" (Roychowdhury, 1963:151 ). 
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However, in Bengal, Badias are found scattered from Godabari area of 

Rajshahi district (presently in Bangladesh) to Rajmahal hills (now in Bihar). 

These dispersed settlement in the early phase is due to economic insecurity 

along with fear psychosis of a defeated military force. In course of time both the 

constraints have been minimized and the people of the group lead the life 

following a great tradition of Islam. 

Contemporary settlements of the Muslim Badias in different parts of West 

Bengal as well as bordering countries like Nepal and Bhutan is due to migration 

from Maida and Murshidabad districts. Habitation in Northern districts of West 

Bengal has been made possible owing to their engagement in earth-work in the 

railways. Another reason of migration of the Badias to present settlements from 

Maida district is the frequent floods. 

The ernie conc€pt regarding the name Badia is not uniform. A section of 

the Badia community feel that the remnant of their original place name has been 

assigned to them. Hence they have migrated from Shershabad or Murshidabad 

they are addressed as Badia by the other people. The scholarly people are of 

the opinion that Badia has been derived from the Arabic word 'Badbi' which 

means low marshy land. As they cultivate such type of land for years together 

they have been named so. Still another section of the Badia community possess 

the view that they are actually Bhatia and are addressed so by the local Hindu 

and Muslim people as they have come from Bhatir desh meaning low-tide areas. 
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It would not be irrelevant to mention here that local people of North 

Dinajpur and Darjiling districts use the term Bhatia for the migrants of lower 

Bengal and refugees from Bangladesh irrespective of their caste and creed. 

The etic approach does not differ very much in this regard. Any group may 

be named from the place. name from where they have originated. Badias are 

originated either from AI-Badiyah (in Syria) or from Shershabad (in India) region. 

So they have been recognised as Badia or Shershabadia. In southern parts of 

West Bengal cultivable low land is colloquially known as Bada. Being settled in 

the Bada areas and in the river sides the Badias tried to eke out their livelihood 

through cultivation. For their affiliation to the cultivable low land they have been 

named so. Oc.aupation of the Badias is also assumed as one of the reasons for 

.such naming. Traditionally they were engaged in breeding as well as castration 

of cattle. It has been observed that some members are still engaged in the 

activity of castration (Hoque, 1986). Castration means exclusion of testes and in 

Bengali, this sort of activity is known as bad dewa. As their traditional occupation 

is castration, possibility of the referred c-ommunity to be known as Badias is 

difficult to rule out. 

It is also regarded that absorption in military force and agriculture are the 

later pursuits of the Badias than castration. Now-a-days many people feel that 

castration is a derogatory work. The activity of cultivation, in Bengali, is called 
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chas abad. So, the Badia people's later engagement in cultivation is another 

reason and probably a strong reason for referring them as Badias. 

Observation 

Out of about 246 Muslim groups of ·tndia the Badias is considered as a 

significant one though empirical study on this group is almost nil. History 

narrates that the Badias' appearance in the Indian soil is evidenced from the 

Pathan invasion. History of the Badia settlement in West Bengal is connected 

with the rise and fall of Afghan Rule in Bengal. It is assumed that the Badias 

intrude in Bengal through Punjab province. During Pathan rule the territory of 

Bengal was expanded from Orissa to North-Eastern India via Bihar and Koch 

Behar respectively. In this entire region, therefore, presence of Badias is quite 

impossible to deny. Ambiguity remains in identifying the Badias so also exists the 

controversy regarding affinity. It is fashionable to assume their ancestral 

relationship with Bediya or Bede, Bedia and Bedouin. But the physical feature 

and social characteristics including religiosity, places of origin and settlement, 

occupations etc. help to believe firmly that the Badias are the descendants of the 

military personnel of the crafty Afghan ruler --- Sher Shah. The fate of the Badias 

was at stake after the flee-a~ay of their leader. The people of the Badia group 

were ultimately engaged in agricultural practices along with non-agricultural 

labour in order.to lead an easy economic life. 



Chapter Ill 

Research Setting : Demographic and Socio--economic 
Features of Badia Settlements 

Members of the Badia Muslim group predominantly Jive in Maida and 

Murshidabad DistriCts of West Bengal. History of the origin and settlement of the 

group reveals that the ecological condition conducive to agriculture attracted 

them to settle on the banks of rivers flowing through the states of Bihar and West 

Bengal. The early stage of settlement of the Badias in West Bengal dates back 

to the days of undivided Bengal. The presence of the Badias, therefore, is found 

in Bangladesh at present. Of course, migration of the Badias in various places of 

India, Bhutan and Nepal have also been occurred subsequently. Socio-economic 

condition of the present-day Badias living in the northern part of West Bengal 

has been delineated here. 

It has been decided that the Badias should be studied in Darjiling district 

and its adjoining areas of West Bengal in order to understand their socio-

economic life. From preliminary field work it has been revealed that in Darjiling 

district main concentration of the Badias is found in Phansidewa block. The 

block was earlier called as , Kharibari-Phansidewa. Reference is, therefore, 

available on Badia settlement in Kharibari-Phansidewa area (Hoque, 1986). Four 

distinct settlements of the Badias are found in this area. These settlements are 
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popularly known as Basti or Para. A settlement of some families in a hamlet or 

part qf a revenue village is known as Para but calling the settlement as Basti is of 

great significance. In Darjiling district, the term Basti is often used to denote a 

settlement in hilly areas. It has some special characteristics. 

"Basti, whose nearest English equivalent would be a conglomeration of 
\ 

households, forms the basic unit of community life in the rural parts of the hill 

sub-divisions including the tea garden areas. Both horizontal and vertical 

Cflntiguity of homesteads are necessary to give the territorial community its 

identity as a basti. When the greater part of the day-to-day social and economic 

activities of the bulk of the people, such as serving or being served in productive 

endeavours, attending the same daily or periodical market, drawing from the 

same sources of water etc. are limited to a certain number of more or less 

c-ontiguous households, the inhabitants form a basti. Sometimes ethnic, 

oc-cupational and religious similarities give the bastis a further dimension of 

homogeneity. Development of communication, spread of literacy and pressure of 

population have long been acting as agencies to breakdown the barriers of 

aloofness of the bastis and make them something like the grams of the plains .... 

The establishment of statutory Gram Panchayats, meant to serve the revenue 

mouzas, has also affected the territorial structure of the rural society." (Banerji, 

et. al, 1980: 115 -116). 
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All these four settlements of Darjiling district have been incorporated in 

this study. Two of these settlements are inhabited by the people of Maida district 

while the Badias of Murshidabad have settled in other two settlements. From the --

adjoining district i.e. North Dinajpur two other settlements have been considered 

in this study. These two settlements are also inhabited by the people of .Maida 

and Murshidabad districts. In spite of several differences they have a common 

culture practised in day to day life. Separate identity is also maintained in some 

aspects. It seems that the people of Maida origin are quite orthodox than their 

Murshidabad counter parts. A portion pf the settlement in Maida district where 

the relatives of the people of Maida basti of Darjiling district live has, therefore, 

been incorporated in this study. Altogether seven settlements of the Badias have 

been taken into. consideration. Following is the administrative boundary and 

location of the settlements under study: 

SI.No. Name of the Settlement District Block Mouza 
1. CHIKANMATI Darjeeling · Phansidewa Chikanmati 

·2. MALDABASTI Darjeeling Phansidewa JorePakri 

3. MURSHJDABAD BAST! Darjeeling Phansidewa Jore Pakri 

4. NITBAZAR Darjeeling Phansidewa Hakragach 

5. UTTAR DHAMARGACH North Dinajpur Chopra Dhamargach 
North 

6. DAKSHIN. DHAMARGACH North Dinajpur Chopra. Dhamargach 
South 

7. BABLABONA Maida Ratua (I) Durgapur 

J.LNo. 
111 

110 

110 

98 

23 

24 

107 
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The Badias have settled in the above mentioned mouzas at different time 

periods. The elderly persons of Bablabona village informed that their fore-fathers 

were settled somewhere in Maida and Murshidabad districts prior to their present 

abode. So far they know, more than a century ago the Badias settled in this 

village. Except Bablabona, all other villages under study are of recent origin. 

Initial migration to the settlements under study are as follows: 

SI.No. Name of the Settlement Year District of origin State of origin 

1. CHIKANMATI 1980 Maida West Bengal 

2. MALDABASTI 1972 Maida West Bengal 

3. MURSHIDABAD BAST! 1968 Murshidabad West Bengal 

4. NITBAZAR 1982 Murshidabad West Bengal 

5. UITAR DHAMARGACH 1968 Murshidabad West Bengal 

6. DAKSHIN DHAMARGACH 1963 Maida West Bengal 

7. BABLABONA Late 1800 Maida( West Bengal 

/ 

Physical, Demographic and Socio-economic characteristics 

Settlement 1 --- Chikanmati 

Chikanmati village is situated in Phansidewa Block of Darjiling district. 

The village is connected with the Block Head Quarters by an all-weather road via 

Bidhannagar Police Station (Out-Post ), situated at Bidhannagar by the side of 

National Highw~y No.31.The village is 8 Km. away from Bidhannagar which is 
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·again 25 Km. away from Phansidewa Block Development Office.The village is 

· situated in. the border of two Gram Panchayats---Bidhannagar and Chaterhat 

Bansgaon and it belongs to the Chaterhat Bansgaon Gram Panchayat. 

Jurisdiction List No. of the village is 111. The village is c-omprised of 536 people · 

belonging to different religion and groups. 

Village Chikanmati . is connected with Bidhannagar by a metall~d road. 

The village is connected with surrounding villages by fair-weathet roads only. An 

all.,.weather road is being constructed to connect the village with other villages of 

.Chaterhat Bansgaon Gram Panchayat via Teesta Barrage road. Though the 

· ·· village is not far form Bidhannagar, transportation facility is not adequate. Van-

·!,. rickshaws are the only means of transportation. This facility is also not available 

. during rainy season. as bridges over the streams on the approach road are 

normally damaged. 

The village is inhabited by the Hindu Rajbanshis, the Santal tribe* and 

the Muslims.The Muslims are of two groups --- local and Badia. These 

communities have formed separate hamlets known as 'bastis'. The basti in which 

the Badias live is called the Maida Basti. It has been named so because they 

have come from Maida district. The hamlets are differentiated with a gap of few 

yards. All the hamlets are connected with one another by narrow strips of 

'·rl;. . . passage . 

'• 
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The village has not been electrified so far. There is only one Primary 

School in the village. The nearest High School is at Bidhannagar. The High 

School students really suffer a lot to attend their classes during rainy season. 

There is no Post Office, Bank and Health Centre in this village. Nearest Primary 

Health Centre is at Bidhannagar. Sanitation facility is not adequate but for 

drinking water the inhabitants use tube wells which quite sufficient. In the Maida 

Basti only, comprised of 43 households, there are 4 tube wells. One grocery 

within the Maida Basti caters the household demands of the villagers. 

For performing Namaj (religious prayer) the Badias possess a separate 

'Jumma Ghar (Mosque). But for Eid - Prayer they share a commonad-Gaha' with 

other Muslims of that locality. A separate 'Goro-Sthan' (burial ground) is used by 

the Badias of this settlement. 

The villagers lead a simple life with agriculture as the major source of 

livelihood. Pineapple orchards and bamboo groves are found in the village. 

Cultivable land keeps the village away from surrounding villages form three 

sides. In western side of the village, there flows a small stream --- a branch of 

river Mahananda. Physical structure of the village is shown in the following map: 
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There are 43 Badia households in Chikanmati village comprising of 298 

people with an average of 6.93 persons per household. Majority of these people 

are engaged in cultivation and live in 'kutcha' (thatched) houses. The houses are 

plac-ed almost in a row by the side of the narrow passages inside the village. The 

settlement pattern is, therefore, of linear type. 

Out of 298 Badia people inhabited in this village 163 are males and 135 

are females i.e. about 55% male and 45% female. Sex ratio of the Badias in this 

settlement is 829 only. Age-group and sex wise population distribution reveals 

that there is no man or woman living in above the age of 60 years. There are 106 

(35.57%) children below the age of 15 years among whom males are numerically 

dominant (60.38%).1n the age-group of 15-60 years, ratio of male and female is 

almost equal. Details regarding the distribution of people according to Age and 

Sex are shown in the following table: 



Table III.A.1. 

Population Distribution of the Badias in Chikanmati 

Age -group 

Upto 5 years 

6;; 14 years 

Total upto 14 
years 

-60 years 

Total15 .. 60 
years 

More than 60 
years 

Total 
Population 

Number 

21 

Male Female 
Percentag Number Percentage 
e 
39.62 32 60.38 

N.B. Perc€ntage to cnlumn total is placed in the shaded area. 

35 

Total 
Number Percentage 

53. 100.00 

So far the marital status is concerned about 70% of village people are 

unmarried. In 43 households 47 married couples have been noticed. There are 

three widows and a separated woman living in this settlement. Like the male-

female ratio in total population there are 58% boys and 42% girls in unmarried 

population. Table III.A.2 shows distribution of the population as per their civil 

status in details: 
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Table III.A.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 

Marital Status Male Female Total 

Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 

Unmarried 116 58.00 84 42.00 200 100.00 

Married 

Wioower/Widow 

Divorced 

Separated 

N.B. Percentage to cnlumn total is placed in the shaded area. 

Among the Badias mean age at marriage is quite low though variation is 

notic.ed between male and female. In the referred settlement mean age at first 

marriage of the total population is 16.59 years and that of the males and females 

are 18.94 and 14.43 years respectively. it is observed that males experienced 

early marriage in the older generation with a few exceptions. A school teacher 

got married at the age of 25 years about 25 years ago. In this village minimum 

age at marriage for the girls is reported to be 12 years where as for the boys it is 
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16 years. Maximum age at marriage for boys and girls are 25 and 18 

respectively. About 70% of ever married people got married within the age of 13 

to 18 years. In this category females constitute more than 88%. Following table 

depicts the marital age wise distribution of village population . 

• Table III.A.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First 

Marriage 

Upto 12 years 

19 "'24 years 

2s- 3Q years 

More than 30 years 

Total Married 

Population 

Mean Age at First 

Marriage 

Male 

Number ~ercentage 

Female 

Number ~ercentage 

6 100.00 

N.B. Perc-entage to c-olumn total is placed in the shaded area. 

Total 

Number PercentagE 

6 

Educational scenario of this settlement is not at all bright. Only 27.5 % of 

people are literates. Among the literates 67% are males and 33% are females .. 
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Male and female literacy rates are 34% and 20% respectively. Among the 

literates majority (71.95%) are primary educated people. Normally calculation of 

literacy rates is done without considering the number of children below the age 

of 6 years. Children upto the age of 5 years are not supposed to go to schools. 

Hence they should be kept aside while calculating the rate of literacy. Here, 

literacy rates of the Badias have been calculated in two ways (without 

considering the children as well as considering them) and presented in the 

following tables: 

Table III.A.4 (a). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 

category 

biterates witne>~.~t 
Standard 
I - IV Standard 

V - Vlll Standard 

IX & X Standard 

M.P./H.S. 

B.A./ M.A. 

otal Literates 

Total Illiterates 

Total Population 

N.B. Perc-entage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 



Table III.A.4 (b). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Children) 

Category 

Literates without 

Standard 

I - IV Standard 

V - VIII Standard 

IX & X Standard 

M.P./ H.S. 

B.A./ M.A. 

Total Literates 

Total Illiterates 

Total 

Male Female 

Number Percentage Number Percentage 

0 0 

N.B. Peroentage to c-olumn total is placed in the shaded area. 

39 

Total 

Number Percentage 

0 

Literacy situation of the Badias is an outcome of the recent development 

of formal schooling. Out of 59 primary eduoated people 58 are students. In the 

eategory of V - VIII standard there are 11 students. Detail of the students' 

distribution is shown in Table III.A.5. 
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Table III.A.S. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male Female Total 

Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 

I - IV Standard 39 67.24 19 32.76 58 100.00 

V - VIII Standard 

IX & X Standard 

B.A./ M.A. 

Total Students 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

The Badias are mostly agriculturist people. Occupational divers!fication is not 

conspicuous among them. Barring household work there are only 88 working people 

in the village. Among them 78 are engaged in agricultural activities --- 64 

cultivators and 14 agricultural labourers. Six persons are there in the village who. 

engage themselves in any type of wage labour including agriculture. Only one 
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person is teacher of a Primary School. Three persons are engaged in business, 

masonry and carpentry. Presence of child labour is also observed in the village. 

More infollllation about occupations can be obtained from the following table: 

Table lll.A.6. 

Occupational Structure of the Badias in Chikanmati 

category Male Female Total 
-- --- --·- --- ---- --- ----- ·- ---

Aoi.ilt erma Total Adi.ilf erma Total Male Female Total 

Housenold Work 1 0 1 58 13 71 1 71 72 

Cultivation 56 8 64 0 0 0 64 0 64 

Agricultural Labour 7 7 14 0 0 0 14 0 14 

Daily Labour* 6 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 6 

Business @ 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Service I Teaching 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

MasonrY 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

--- --- -- --- --- --- ----

carpentry 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Total Workin9 74 15 69 55 13 71 59 71 1o0 

Popyi~Uion 

- - --- ---- -- - --- --- --

Percentage of 94.9 17.7 54.6 95._1 17.6 52.6 54.6 52.6 53.7 

Working People 

( * mcludes all sorts of wage labour, @ includes traders and middlemen ). 

The Badias of this settlement do not possess much land though agriculture is -

the main source of their livelihood. Out of total 43 households nine have no 
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cultivable land in their possession. Twentyone households (49%)belong to the 

. categ~ry of marginal landowner and 13 (30%) households possess cultivable land 

amounting from 2.51 acre to 5 ·acre. But only one household has 5 acre of land, 

others in this category hold less than 5 acre. Landholding size wise distribution of 

households are shown in table no.III.A.7. 

Table III.A7. 

Distribution of Badia households ac-cording to the size of holding (Cultivable land) 

Size of Land tlolding Number Percentage 

IJpta 1 AGre Qf AgriGultural band 1 o 

1 JJ1 - 2 Acres of Agric~w~ltwral band 11 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 13 30.23 

5.01 -10 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Lane 0 

Total No. of Household 43 100.00 

A cursory glance on the economy of the Bedias in Chikanmati village reveals 

that the situation is gloomy. About 55 per c-ent of the families live below poverty line 

as their inc<Jme does not exceed Rs. 11 ,000 per annum. The families belonging to 

above poverty line also do not have high income. Only 5 per cent of total 

households earn more than Rs.30,000/-per year. Details are shown in the following 

table: 
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Table III.A.8. 

Distribution of households as per annual inc{)me 

Income Category Number Percentage 
- ~ ~ -- -- -- -- ------ ---- -- --- --- ------ ·--- ---- -------

U~t6 Rs. 4;000/- 1 \ 2.33 

RsA;QQO/- to R$;(t20Q/- e 18.50 

Rs;e;2QQ/- te Rs;8;§QQ/- 1Q 2J,2e 

Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11 ,000/- 4 9.30 

Rs.11 ,000/- to Rs.15,000/- 3 6.98 

Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000/- 15 34.88 

More than Rs.30,000/- 2 4.65 

Total No. of Household 43 100.00 

It has been observed that Badia families are not of small size. Only 19 per 

cent of the families have less than five members. About 75 per cent of total 

households have 5 - 1 0 members in their families. Seven percent of total number of 

families are having more than ten members. Average family size is 6.93. Following 

table supplies more information regarding family size: 



Table III.A.§. 

Distribution of Badia families acc-ording to siz;e 

Category Number Percentage 

Single Member 0 ---

2-4 Members 8 18.60 

5 ii 7 Members 18 41.86 

8 - 1 0 Members 14 32.56 

11- 1 § Members 3 (5,98 

More tnan 15 Memoers 0 ----
Total No. of 43 100.00 

Household 

Average F-amily Size 6.93 ------
The families of the Badias are mostly of nuclear type. Less than 10 per cent 

of the families ar~ patrilinec:tiiY joint. Fraternal type of joint family has not been 

observed in the village. Table no.III.A.1 0 provides more information about types of 

families. 

Table III.A.1 0. Distribution of families ac£ording to type 

Type of Family Number Percentage 

Single Member 0 -
Incomplete I Broken 1 2.33 

Conjugai 1 2.33 

Complete Nuclear 35 81.40 

Nuelear with AdGiitianal ,Memt:>er 2 4;(5!5 

Patrilineal Joint 4 9.30 

Fraternal Joint 0 ---
Extended I Other 0 ---

Total No. of Family 43 100.00 
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Settlement 2 __ ;. Maida Basti 

This settlement of the Badias fall under the jurisdiction of Jore Pakri 

mouza of Chaterhat Gram Panchayat in the Phansidewa Block of Darjiling 

district. The settlement is called as Badia Para where the Badias from Maida and 

Murshidabad districts have come and settled in two bastis in the second half of 

the 60s in 20th century. Badia Para developed as a hamlet of the village Jore 

Pakri. Before the settlement of the badias Jore Pakri village was inhabited by 

local Muslims called Deshiyo or Sthaniyo. The local Muslims had a difference in 

culture with the Badias and, therefore, they lived segr!3gated. Quarrels· between 

the two groups of Muslims were held frequently as because they did not have 

same style of pronunciation, performance of namaj (religious prayer) and system 

of divorce. 

Name of the village Jore Pakri is considered to be derived from two words 

- Jore and Pakri meaning pair and ficus tree respectively. As the village was 

situated by the side of a pair of ficus tree it was recognised as Jore Pakri village 

at the initial stage of habitation in this area. The village was renamed in the last 

quarter of the preceding century as Milangarh. It is believed that such name was 

given in order to resolve the tensions between two groups of Muslims --- Badia 

and Deshiyo/ Sthaniyo. Milangarh means development of cohesion. Introduction 

of such n.ame is expected to bring forth cohesion between the two conflicting 

groups following Islamic religion. 

A sketch map of the village is drawn hereunder to show physical aspects: 
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The village Milangarh is situated at a distance of 29 k.m. away from 

Siliguri· ----the sub-divisional headquarters. The village is four k.m. away from 

the Chaterhat market. place upto which regular bus service is available from 

Siliguri town. On the southern side of Chaterhat i:s ail 1 • 1 ~the studied village ir;. 

longitudinally stretched almost parallely with the Teesta canal. On the eastern 

side a couple of km.s away from the village an international border between 

Bangladesh and India exists. On the southern side, the village is surrounded by 

the river Mahananda which has divided the land into two districts namely, 

barjiling and North Dinajpur. 

Milangarh village is surrounded by Haftiagach village of North Dinajpur 

district in the southern side. Bargharia village of Darjiling district is on the 

western or south-western side of Milangarh village. In the western side a tribal 

inhabited village called Bagragach is situated. Madhya Jore Pakri hamlet of the 

earlier Jore Pakri village is on the north-western side of the settlement. Matigara 

village is on the northern side of the present day Milangarh village. On the 

eastern side Bandarjhuli and Murikhawa villages are situated on the other side of 

the Teesta canal. Murikhawa is an Indian village in the Indo- Bangladesh border. 

The houses of Maida basti are arranged lineally by the two sides of the 

· unmetalloid road that passes through the village Milangarh. These houses are 

mainly made up of mud. A support of bamboo sticks is there inside the mud wall. 

Almost all the houses are thatched with straw. Few houses are there with brick 
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walls and a roof of corrugated tin. Though the villagers had a tradition of houses 

with four thatched slopes (char chala), they are now-a-days accustomed with two 

sloped houses (do-chala) in this basti. 

There is no electricity in the village though it is only a few kms. away from 

the Hydel Electricity Project on Teesta canal at Haftiagach. Nearest branch of a 

nationalised bank is at Chaterhat. A primary school is situated in between 

Milangarh and Matigara villages. A Junior High Madrasha school is also there in 

Milangarh village which has been established mainly with the initiative of the 

Badias living in Maida and Murshidabad bastis. By the side of the school a play 

ground is there in front of which ld gaha is situated. For secondary education the 

Badias have to depend on the High Schools at Sonapur of North Dinajpur district 

or Chaterhat of Darjiling district. 

Health centre/sub-centre is not there in the village. For availing of the 

modern medical facilities the Badias themselves go to the Block Primary Health 

Center situated at Phansidewa --- the Block Headquarters. Tube wells are used 

by the Badias for drinking water. 

A number of bamboo groves are found in Maida basti. Jackfruit trees, 

plantains and mango trees are also found growing in that area. Of course, being 

agriculturists traditionally, the Badias have grown various fruit plants in their 

homesteads. Pine apple orchards are also developed by some Badias. But these 
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are being transformed into cultivable land now-a-days." Therefore the cultivable 

land is seen situated just by the side of their settlement. 

Altogether 41 households belonging to Badia community are found in 

Maida basti. Total population of the settlement is 246 comprising of 130 males 

and 116 females. Sex ratio and average family size are 893 and 6.00 

respectively. 

Age-group wise distribution of population in Maida basti shows that about 

48% of total population belong to 15 years of age. Out of 246 people the number 

of children upto 14 years of age is 128 of which 51 children are at the age of 

below six years. Youths having age of 15 to 40 years is about 35 per cent of total 

population. Only 3.25 per cent of people are found in the age-group of more than 

60 years. Sex wise distribution of the population by age is shown in the following 

table: 



Table 111.8.1. 

Population Distribution of the Badias in Maida Basti 

Age -group 

Upto 5 years 

6- 14 years 

Total upto 14 
years 

15-40 years 

41 -60 years 

Total15- 60 
years 

More than 60 
years 

Total Population 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
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In Maida basti a little more than 40 per cent people are married, 55 per cent 

of the people are unmarried while 1.22 per cent are widowed.' No case of divorce 

.and separation have been reported. One person having two wives has been found 

in the basti. Following table shows the distribution ofBadia population according to' 

their civil status. 
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Table 111.8.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 
f Marital Stalus Male Female Total 

Number % Number % Number % 
Unmarried 76 55.88 60 44.12 136 100.00 

58.46 51.73 55.28 . 
Married 53 49.53 54 50.47 "107 100.00 

40.77 46.55 4.3.50 
Widower/Widow 1 33.33 2 66.67 3' 100.00 

0.77 1.72 1.22 
Divorced 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
Separated 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

-- -- ---
Total Population 130 52.85 116 47.15 246 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N. B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Mean age at marriage of the population is 15.62 years. The Badias have a 

general tendency to marry at an early age. For the females mean age at 

marriage is 14.11 whereas for the males it is 17.1 S In comparison to males the 

females of Badia group do marry at an early age. More than 1 0 per cent of the 

ever married people have been married within the age of 18 years. About 25 per 

cent of married people got themselves married between 19 years and 24 years. 

19 persons (17.27%) did marry~ below at any tin age while only 2 persons 

(1.82%) got married within the age group of 25-30 years. In Maida basti, it is 

found that about 95 per ·cent of early marriages (upto 12 years of age) have 

occurred among females. Difference of age at marriage is nearly 1 0 years. 

Details regarding age at marriage of the population is shown in table below: 



Table 111.8.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First Male Female Total 
Marriage 

Number % Number % Number % 
Upto 12 years 1 5.26 18 94.74 19 100.00 

1.85 32.14 17.27 
13- 18 years 26 42.62 35 57.38 61 100.00 

48.15 62.50 55.46 
19-24 years 26 92.86 2 7.14 28 100.00 

48.15 3.57 25.45 
25-30 years 1 50.00 1 50.00 2 100.00 

1.85 1.79 1.82 
More than 30 years 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- --
Total Married 54 49.10 56 50.90 110 100.00 
Population 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
Mean Age at First 17.19 14.11 15.62 
Marriage 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Size of the family of the Badias is not small though most of them live in 

nuclear type of families. Naturally number of children at home is more than two in 

majority of the houses. Distribution of the households according to size of family 

shows that less than 38 per cent of total households are smaller in size, i.e., 

family of four members. There are sixteen households where 5 - 7 persons live--

together and they constitute 39 per cent of total number of households living in 

the basti. A family of 19 members is also found there. Further information 

.. 
regarding size of family can be had from the following table. 



Table III.B.4 .. Distribution of Badia families according to size 

Category Number Percentage. 

Single Member 1 2.44 

2-4 Members 15 35.59 

5-7 Members 16 39.02 

8 - 1 0 Members 6 14.63 

11- 15 Members 2 4.88 

More than 15 Members 1 2.44 

Total No. of Household 41 100.00 

Average Family Size 6.00 
The Badias prefer to live in nuclear type of families. In Maida basti it is 

observed that less than 25 per cent families are of joint type. It must be 

mentioned that all the joint families are patrilineally joint. Number of fraternal joint 

famiies is nill. Out of a total of 41 families three families are found where 

husbands and \"lives live without either any child or relative. In one family a 

person lives alone whereas in two families near relatives are staying in nuclear 

ones. 

Table III.B.5. Distribution of Badia families according to type 

Type of Family Number . Percentage 

Single Member 1 . 2.44 
Incomplete I Broken 0 ---
Conjugal 3 7.32 
Complete Nuclear 25 .60.98 
Nuclear with Additional Member 2 4.88 
Patrilineal Joint 10 :24.39 
Fraternal Joint 0 --
Extended I Other 0 j ---
Total No. of Family 41 1"00.00 



Economic condition of the Badias are determined from the annual income 

per household, size of landholding and occupation of the people. It has been 

observed that 46 per cent of total households has an annual total income from all 

sources is bellow Rs. 8,500 and 7 per cent of total households have an income 

more than Rs. 30,000 per year. So, less than 50 per cent of total households 

have a moderate income of Rs. 8,500- 30,000-. Annual income wise distribution 

of households is shown below. 

Table 111.8.6. 

Distribution of households as per annual income 

Income Category Number . Percentage 
Upto Rs. 4000/- 3 7.32 

Rs.4000/- to Rs.6200/- 7 17.07 

Rs.6200/- to Rs.8500/- 9 21.95 

Rs.8500/- to Rs.11 000/- 6 14.63' 

Rs.11 000/- to Rs. 15000/- 4 9.76 

Rs.15000/- to Rs.30000/- 9 17.07 : 

More than Rs.30000/- 3 7.32 
' 

Total No. of Household 41 : --- ' 

The Badias do not have high amount·of land in their possession. 

About 22 per cent of total number of households in Maida basti do not posses 

any amount of agricultural land. Marginal holding· of upto 2.5 acres of land is 

found in 67 per cent of families. Less than 10 per cent of total households fall. 

under the c;ategory of small farmer with a holding of 2.5 - 5 acres. Out of 41 

families two can be categorized as medium farmer having a holding of 5 - 10 
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acres of agricultural land. Distribution of households according to size of 

agricultural land holding is shown in table no 111.8.7. 

Table 111.8.7. 

Distribution of Badia households according to the size of landholding 

(Cultivable land) 

Size of Land Holding Number Percentage 

Household with no Agricultural Land 9 21.95 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 15 35.59 

1.01 - 2 Acres of Agricultural Land· 11 26.83 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 2 4.88 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 2 4.88 

5.01 - 10 Acres of Agricultural Land 2 4.88 

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 ---

Total No. of Household 41 100.00 

Total working population in this settlement is 119 including· 

household work. The working population constitute 48 per cent per cent of total· 

population having the potentiality to work. Females are mainly engaged in 

household work whereas cultivation is the dominant field of males. Cultivation 

means agricultural activity in one's own land. It is interesting to note that in 

Maida basti, except one female working as Anganwari worker, no other female is 

engaged in occupation outside the four walls of their house. Agricultural work is 

not available at per with people's requirement. Hence the labourers are engaged 

in wage earning from various jobs of daily labour. Six persons in this basti are 



doing small business by opening shops like groceries, clothing and medicine 

. Occupational structure of the people is depicted in the following table. 

Table III.B.8. Occupational ~tructure of the Badias in Maida basti 

Category Male Female Total 

Adult Child ·Total Adult Child Total Male Female 

Household Work 0 0 0 51 6 57 0 57 
\ 

Cultivation 27 1 :28 0 0 0 28 0 

Agricultural Labour 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Daily Labour* 17 0 17 0 0 0 17 0 

Rickshaw-pulling# 3 0 3 0 0 0 3 0 

' 

Business@ 6 0 "6 0 0 0 6 0 

i 

Service I Teaching 3. 0 3 1 0 1. 3 1 
; 

Tuition 0 0 ·o 0 0 0 0 1·o 
' 

1: I 

Masonry 1 0 ; 1 0 0 0 1. .o 

Carpentry 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Blacksmithing 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Hawking 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 

Servant/Shepherd 1 2 3 0 0 0 3 0 

Bidi-binding 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 

Total Working 58 3 61 52 6 58 61 58 
Population I 

Percentage of 89.2 4.6 46.9 48.1 9.5 50.0 46.9 50 0 
Working People 
(*Includes all sorts of wage labour, # includ1ng cart and van pulling, @ includes 

traders and middlemen ) 

' 
I Total I 

' : 
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Formal education has not spread at a high rate among the Badias. Literacy 

rate among them is only 41.46 per cent. Females are lagging far behind the males. 

A tendency of improving the rate of formal education is noticed now-a-days as a 

good number of students are found ·attending schools. The educational scenario of 

the Badia people living in Maida basti will be clear from the following three tables: 

Table 111.8.9(a). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 

Category Male Female· Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Literates without Standard 7 58.33' 5 41.67 12 100.00 
5.38 4.31 4.88 

I - IV Standard 34 50.00 34 50.00 68 100.00 
26.15 29.31 27.64 

V -: VIII Standard 9 '64.29 5. 35.61 14 100.00 
6.92 4.31 5,69 

IX & X Standard 7 100.00 0 --- 7 100.00 
5.38 --- 2.85 

M.P./ H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- ---

B.A. I M.A. 1 : 100.00 ,0·: ' --- 1. ·1 00.00 
0.77 --- 0.41 

Total Literates 58 :56.86 44· . 43·.14 102 100.00 
44.61 37.93 41.46 

Total Illiterates 82 .56.94 .72 . 43.06 144 100.00 
55.39 62.07. 58.54 

Total Population 130 .· 116 246 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in th~ shaded area. 
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Table III.B.9(b). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Children) 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Literates without Standard 7 58.33 5 41.67 12 100.00 
6.93 5.32 6.15 

I - IV Standard 34 50.00 34 50.00 68 100.00 
33.66 37.17 34.88 

V - VIII Standard 9 64.29 5 35.61 14 100.00 
8.91 5.32 7.18 

IX & X Standard 7 100.00 0 --- 7 100.00 
6.93 -- 3.59 

M.P./ H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- -

B.A. I M.A. 1 '100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 
0.99 --- 0.51 

Total Literates 58 56.86 44 43.14 102 100.00 ! 
57.43 46.81 52.32 i 

; 

Total Illiterates 43 46.27 50 53.76 93 1 oo.oo I 
42.57 53.19 47.68 

Total 101 94 
' 

195 100.00 : 
100.00 100.00 100.00 l 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Table III.B~ 10. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % . Number % Number % 

I - IV Standard 17 44.74 21 55.26 38 100.00 
85.00 91.30 88.37 

V- VIII Standard 3 60.00 2 40.00 5 100.00 
15.00 8.70 11.63 

IX & X Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
-- --- --

XI & XII Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
- --- --

B.A. I M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
-- - ---

Total Students 20 42.51, 23 53.49 43 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
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Settlement 3 - Murshidabad Basti 

·· It' is actually a hamlet of Milangarh village in the Chaterhat Gram Panchayat area · 

in Phansidewa Block of Darjiling district. The village Milangarh falls under Jore . 

Pakri .. mouza as a revenue collecting unit having the Jurisdiction List .number : 

111 .. One of- the three hamlets that constitute the Milangarh village is called .. 

Murshidabad basti. Other hamlet called Maida basti has already been discussed. 

Discussion on physical aspects of the basti is not at all required to be done again 

here. Only social and demographic profiles of Murshidabad basti are, therefore, · 

presented along with some tables. 

In Murshidabad basti of Darjiling district 762 Badia people live in 130 
. . . . . 

households .. It has been observed that females have outnumbered the males in 

this basti. Out of a total of 762 persons 378 are males and384 are females. Sex 

ratio is therefore 1 016. Distribution of population· by age and sex shows that 21 

per cent of the people are at the age group below six years where actually male- . 

female ratio is 2 : 3. Out of 160 children. in this age-group, 63 are males and 97 . 

are females. The situation slightly indicates a care for girl child. Probably they 

were neglected and mortality for them was higher earlier. But this trend of caring 

girl child has developed very recently because in the age-group of 6 to 14 years, 

number of females is 111 compared to 122 males. About 37 per cent of the total 

population may ~e considered as youths as they belong to the age group of 15 Jo. 

40 years. Three per cent of the people have the age more thai160 years. Details 

regarding age-group and s~x wise distribution can .be had from the following · 

table: 

. ~ .. 



Table III.C.1. 

Population Distribution of the Badias in.Murshidabad Basti . 

Age- group Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Upto 5 years 63 39.38 97 60.62 160 100.00 
16.67 25.27 21.01 

6- 14 years 122 52.36 111 47.64 233 100.00 
32.28 28.92 30.59 

Total upto 14 185 47.07 208 52.93 393 100.00 
years 

48.95 54.18 51.60 ' 

15-40 years 145 51.00 136 49.00 281 100.00 
38.37 35.43 36.90 

41 -60 years 38 58.46 27 41.54 65 100.00 
10.05 7.03 8.53 

Total15- 60 183 .52.89 163 47.11 346 100.00 
years 

48.42 42.46 45.43 
More than 60 10 43.48 13 56.52 23 100.00 
years 

2.65 3.39 3.02. 
Total Population 378 49.61 384 50.39 762 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Population figure of the badias in Murshidabad basti also reveals that 60 per · 

cent of them are unmarried. Out of a total of 306 ever married people 16 persons 

are having widowed status. Seven females are found living in the basti after divorce 

whereas one female living in separation with her husband. Only one male is found 

divorcee. This short of situation throws some light on the status of women. Male-

female ratio among the divorcees is a reroarkable fe,ati,Jr~ in the p()pulatiol') st~ucture 

of the Badias. Following table shows further details regarding civil status. 
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Table III.C.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 

Marital Status Male Female· · T9tal .··.·· 

Number % Number % Number % .. 

Unmarried 232 50.88 224 49.12 456 100.00 
68.39 38.35. 

Married 141 50.00 141 50.00 .. 282 100.00 
37.30 36.73 

Widower/Widow 4 25.00 12 75.00 16 100.00 
1.05 3.13' 

Divorced 1 14.29 6 85.71 7 100.00 
0.26 1.56 

_. 
,, 

·' 

Separated 0 -- 1 100.00. .. 1 100.00 
- 0.26 

Total Population 378 49.61 384 50.39. 762. 100.00 . 
100.00 100.00 '100.00. 

N.B. Percentage to column total1s placed 1n the shaded area. -

Mean age at marriage is 17.47 years among· the Badias. Sex. wise 

variation in this regard is noticeable. For the male it is 19.85 years while for the_ ·.- ; 

females it is quite low i.e.! 15.29 years· only~ In comparison to the Badias coming 

from Maida district and settling in Maida basti the mean age at marriage is lower 

(14.11 years) among the Badias who have migratedJrom Murshidabad district.. 

The people· of Murshidabad district is stated to be less orthodox than those of . 
. . . 

Maida district though they live contiguously. However, distribution .of ·ever 

married people according to their age at marriage is shown in Table no Ill. 'c. 3. 

! ,·. 



(>2 

Table III.C.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First Male Female.· ·Total 
Marriage ' ' 

Number % Number % Number % 
Upto 12 years 3 9.38 .29 90.62 32 100.00' 

2.06 18.13 10.46 
13- 18 years 42 38.90 108 61.10 150 100.00 

28.77 67.50 49.02 
19-24 years 86 80.37 21 19.63 107 100.00 

58.91 13.13 34.97 
25-30 years 15 88.24 2 11.76 17 100.00 

10.28'· 1.25 5.56 
More than 30 years 0 -- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- --
Total Married 146 47.71 160 52.28 306 '100.00 
Population 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
Mean Age at First 19.85 15.29 17.47 
Marriage ., 

N. B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area~ 

Seven hundred sixty two people of Murshidabad basti are distribute~ 

in130 households. So average size of the household is 5.86. Thirty five per cent 

of the households are consider~d as small family having upto four members. Out 

of 130 households in this basti 53 i.e. 44.7 per cent possess 5 to 7 members. In 

eight households (6.15%) more than ten members are living. Following is a . 

distribution of households according to size: .. 



Table lllC.4. Distribution of Badia families according to size 

Category Number Percentage · 
Single Member · ., 2 1.54 
2-4 Members 44 33.85 
5-7 Members 53 40.77 
8 :- 1 0 Members 

' 
23 17.69 

11- 15 Members · 8 6.15 
More than 15 Members 0 ---
Total No. of Household 130 ' 100.00 
Average ·Family Size 5.86 ---

A trend of living in nuclear type of family is noticed among the Badias. 66 

per cent of total households is· of complete nuclear type .. Joint family system 

exists among the Badias at a lower rate (12.31%). Members of such type of· 

' 1 ' 

family. are patrilineally joined. Only in eight families (6. 15%) husband and wife 

are living without their children or any other relatives.· No existence of fraternal 

joint family is found among them. Therefore, there is every possibility of breaking · 

joiritness of the family after marriage of younger brothers in the absence of 

father. Type wise distribution of households is shown below: 

Table III.C.5. Distribution of Badia families according to type 

Type of Family Number Percentage 

Single Member ·. . 2 1.54 

Incomplete I Broken 8 6.15 

Conjugal 8 
' 

6.15 

Complete Nuclear 86 66.15 

Nuclear with Additional Member 10 7.69 
. . -~. - ' .. 

' ... '. . . ~ ... 

Patrilineal Joint 16 12.31 

Fraternal Joint 0 ---

Extended I Other 0 ---

Total No. of Family 130 100.00 
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In Murshidabad basti, the Badias possess small amount of agricultural 

land per household. A little more than 40 per cent of total households do riot hold 

any amount of agricultural land. Another 40 per cent have only upto one acre of 

agricultural land in their possession. Just 4 per. cent of the total households 

belong to the category of small farmers. There is no person in the Murshidabad 
. . . . . . ' 

basti who has a possession of more than five acres of land. Further details .. 

regarding distribution of households by size of land holding is available in the · 

following table: 

Table III.C.6. 

Distribution of Badia ho'useholds according to the siz~ of landholding 

(Cultivable land) 

Size of Land Holding Number Percenta9e 

Household with no. Agricultural Land 55 -42.31 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 53 40.77 

1.01 :- 2 Acres of Agricultural Land 16 12.31. 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres ·of Agricultural Land 1 0.77 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 5 3.85 

5.01 - 10 Acres of Agricultural Land · 0 ---
: 

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Lane 0 --
Total No. of Household 130 100.00 

r 

. . . 

As these people have a low holding size of agricultural land they are 

.. engaged in diversified occupations in order 'to- srilq6tl1 funriiiig-·arthei("famili. 

Apart from cultivation in one's own tiny plot of agricultural land the persons who 

own land also work as agricultural labourer or daily labourer. Obviously, the 

persons having no land do engage themselves in various jobs of daily labour, 
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rickshaw-pulling, masonry etc. Participation of females in different types of work 

outside the four walls of their houses has been reported. Work participation rate 

of the females is much higher than the males because household activity has 

been considered as work. Overall work participation rate is only 43.7%. Details is 

shown in Table no. III.C.7. 

Table III.C.7 ... Occupational Structure of the Badias in Murshidabad Basti 

Category . Male Female Total 

·Adult Child Total Adult Child Total Male Female 

Household Work 0 1 1 145 4 149 1 149 

Cultivation 23 1 24 0 0 0 24 0 

Agricultural Labour 4 0 4 2 0 2 4 2 

Daily Labour* 62 0 62 4 1 5 62 5 

Rickshaw-pulling# 7 0 7 0 0 0 7 0 

Business@ 4 0 4 2 0 2 4 2 

Service I Teaching 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 

Tuition 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 

Masonry 59 0 59 0 0 0 59 0 

Carpentry 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Servant/Shepherd ·. 1 . 1 2 1 2 3 2 3 

Bidi-binding 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 

Begging .. · 1 0 1 2 0 2 1 2 

Total Working 165 3 108 158. 7 165 168 165 

Population 

Percentage of 85.5 1.6 28.6 89.8 3.4 43.0 44.4 43.0 

Working People 

(*includes all sorts of wage labour, # 1nclud1ng cart and van pulling, @ Includes 

· .. traders) · 

Total 

150 

24 

6 

67 

7 

6 
--

2 

1 

59 

1 

5 

2 

3 

333 

43.7 
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Average household income of the Badias living in Murshidabad basti is not 

very high. Sixty percent of the households have a total family income below Rs. >. 

8,500/- per annum from all sources. According to the official yardstick .. of 1981 

members most ofthese households live below poverty line._ Nearly 14 percent of the . · 

households have ·an earnings of more than Rs.8,500/- but less than Rs.11,000/-:. 
' ' 

Only one family has an annual income of more than Rs.30,000/-. Distribution of the 

households.according to annual income is shown below.' 

Table III.C.8. 
' '' 

Distribution of households as per annual income 

Income Category Number Percentage 

Upto Rs. 4,000/-:-. 17 13.08 

Rs.4,000/- to Rs.6,200/- 28 21.54 

Rs.6,200/- to Rs.8,500/- 34 26.15 

Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11,000/-. 18 13.85 

Rs.11,000/- to Rs.15,000/- . · 18 13.85 

. Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000/- 14 10.77 

More than Rs.30,000/- 1 0.78 

Total No. of Household 130 100.00 

Literacy rate of the Badias iri Murshidabad basti is very low. It is -only 31.9 

per cent. Disparity in the ~literacy rate between the sexes is remarkable. About . 

forty five per cent of males are literate whereas that of the female is only 19.28 

per cent. If the standard of formal education is considered the condition of ·_ 

.. women is found ve:ry grim. Out of 74 edu~t~d womE3n,_only twq have r~aclypte> .. 
. . ' . 

class VIII. Remaining 72 women are either literate without any standard or have· 

ever been attended a primary school. Number of literate upto primary standard is 

126 which constitute 16.5 per cent of total literates. Out of 126 persons numbers 

'(J 
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of males and Jemales are· 83 and 43 respectively. Literacy rates of males 1s, 

ther~fore, twice that of females in regard to. primary education. For the female 
, 1" - , '·• • • .' • r . 

only 11.2 per cent are primary educated whereas for the males it is 23.96 per 
. ·. . -

cent. Only one person, obviously male is studying at graduation level. Altogether · 

42 males have crossed the hurc;Jie ofprimary education out of a total population 

of 315 except the boys below six years of age. In case of females 2 out of 287 

. (except infants below six years of age) have read upto class VIII standard. 

Details regarding the sex. wise. and standard wise literacy positions of Badias is 

shown in the following two tables where calculation has been dorw including as 

· well as exCluding the children below six years ~f age. 
< J • • 

Table III.C.9(a). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 
' 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % Numb~r % Number % 

-1:, '. :· 

Literates without Standard 44 6027 29 39.73 73 100.00 
11.64 7.55 9.58 

I - IV Standard 83 65.87 43 34.13 126 . 100.00 
23.96 11.20 16.54 

V- VIII Standard 33 94.29 2 5.71 35 100.00 
8.73 0.52 4.60 

IX & X Standard ... 8 100.00 0 --- 8 100.00 
2.12 . -- 1.05 

M.P~ I H.S. 0 0 0 ---
-- --- ---

B.A./ M.A. 1 .100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 
0.26' --- 0.13 

Total Literates 169 69.55 74 30.45 243 .· 100.00 
.... _, 44:71 . -· - ~,._ -----,.-- 19.28'' .. ,. ··-·; 31.91 ·-· . .. --- -.,.. 

Total Illiterates 209 49.88 210 50.12 419 
55.29. 80.72· 

Total Population 378 49.61 384 50.39 762 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
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Table III.C.9(b). _: 

Literacy State' of the Badias .(Considering Children) ' ·,, .. 

Category · Male Female Total 
·. 

Number % Number % Number % 

Literates without Standard 44. 60.27 29 39.73 73 •; 100.00. 

13.97. 10.11 12.13 .. 

I - IV Standard 83 65.87 43 34.13 126 100.00 

26.35 14.99 20.94- ·. 

V - VIII Standard 33 94.29 2 5.71 35 1oo.oo·. 

10A8 0.70. 5.82 

IX & X Standard 8 100.00 0 8 100.00 

2.54. --. 1.33 

M.P./ H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---.. 
." -· -

B.A./ M.A. 1 100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 

0.32. 0.17 
.. 

-- . "· 

' 
Total Literates . 169 . 69.55 ?A 30.45 243·. .. 100.00 .· 

' ' 

53.65 24.79· 40.39 .. 

Total Illiterates 146 40.67 213 59.33 .359 100.00 . 

46.35 74~23 59.61· 

Total 315 287 602 100.00 
--~.,. 

100.00 100.00 10_0.00 .• 

N.B.:Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

! . 



Whatever the picture of education revealed so far is· due to considering 

the existing students. Out of 243 literate people,· '117 are still continuing their 

studies. 48 per cent of the literate population are students. Among the students 

64 per cent are males and 36 per cent are females. Standard wise and sex wise 

distribution of students is shown below. 

Table III.C.1 0. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male Female Total 

Number % Number % Number % 

I - IV Standard - 61 59.80 41 40.20 102 100.00 

81.34 97.62'.· 87.18 

V - VIII Standard 12 91.31 1 .8.69 13 100.00 

16.00 2.38. 11.11 

IX & X Standard 1 100.00. 0 --- 1 100.00 

1.33 --- - 0.85 

XI & XII Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 

--- -- -

B.A. I M.A. 1 100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 . 

1.33 .. - 0.85 
'' '. 

Total Students 75 64.10 42 35.90 .117 100.00 

100.00 100.00 
,_ .. 

100.00.- .. ·-- - ~- ' ; ·-----·--· 
'' 

·-- ·-- . 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

A sketch map of the settlement is drawn here. 

. .. 



70 

0 

TeA E::tent:: 
., 'I 

4 

0 

t· ·::· 

Sketch Map of Murshidabad Basti (Not to Scale) 
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Settlement 4" __ :. Nitbazar ·. 

The fourth 'settlement under study in the district of Darjiling is Nitbaz~r. It · .. . . . 

is. situated in Hakragach mauza of Chaterhat Bansgaon Gram Panchayat area. · .· 

· · Jurisdiction List Number of this settlement is 98. The settlement is in Ph~msidewa 

block and is about 24 kms. away from Siliguri town. This settlement of the badias 

is just on the approach .of Chaterhat market place. The Badia .households are 

scattered on both sides of the T eesta canal. 

Settlement pattern of the village is of linear type with a small clustering of 

houses where the families have broken down into smaller ones. As the brothers 

with their nuclear type of fa.milies are residing in the same homestead area of 

their father their households have formed a sort of shapeless cluster.. But a 

·, 
tendency to reach the main road directly from all the houses is there. Hence, 

most of the hbuses are arranged almost lineally by the two sides of the metalloid 

road passes thr?ugh the basti. · 

The Badias are residing in kutcha houses, the walls of which are either 

made of mud supported with bamboo strips or of the bamboo splits only. The roof 

of their houses is thatched with straw. 

:; 
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·The Badias live in Nitbazar village along with the Sthaniyo_(local) Muslims 

but in separate hamlet.. Actually _t~e village is an older one but the Badias have -

. . ' . . . 
settled there not more than 20 years ago. The local or. Sthaniyo Muslims belong . 

· to Barelvi group of Hanafi Majhab or theological school but the Badias are called 

La-Majhabi (without belonging to any one of the four established Majhabs) or 

Ahl-e-Hadith. 

Domestic line of electricity have passed through the yillage and a few: 

local Muslims. have availed of the facility. A person who_ has.· electricity in his _ 

house is also running a husking mill. The husking mill is owned by a local Muslim 

who headed the office of the Chaterhat Bansgaon Gram Panchayat. 
' J 

Chaterhat marketplace is at close proximity to the Badias t:f Nitbazar. For 

household necessity the Badias go to the market place and purchase_ the sa~e. 

easily . .By the side of the market place a primary school, a high .school and 

branches of Bank and Post Office exist. Chaterhat- Siliguri bus service is also 

at the door step of the Badias living in Nitbazar-village. Chaterhat railway station 

is about a half km. from the Chaterhat market place. Map of the village has been 

sketched and shown hereunder: 
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Sketch Map of Nitbazar (Not to Scale) 
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The Badias of Nitbazar have come from Sagardighi area of Murshidabad 

district in search of job. and ·to purchase land at a lower price .. ·They ··are 

economically poor and do not posses much agricultural land though one of the 

reasons for their migration was to purchase land. However some ofthem have ·· 

managed to purchase few acres of land. Agriculture is being practised by them : 

. along with other works mainly daily labour. 

As the village. has a good physical communication with the Siliguri town · 
. ~ 

most of the Badias do come to the urban areas very often. In the urb~m areas of 

· Siliguri they manage to get the works of mason, carpenter or their helper. They 
.,, . 

also get an easy opportunity to engage themselves in wage labour under the 

contractors of qonstruction like road repairing and house building. 

During the period of this study it has been found that 46 households. are 

there in Nitbazar Who belong to Badia group. A total of 254 members --- 134 

males and 120 females were there with an average household size of 5.52. Age 

group wise distribution . of people shows that 54 per cent of population are 

.. 

considered as children. There are 21.26 per cent children upto the age of· 5 . 

years while 32.68 per cent belong to the age group of 6- 14 years. ,Nearly 405 of 

the people are considered as youths having their ages between 15 ~nd 40 years. 
, , ; I • ~ , . -•- . 

Proportion of people in the age group· of 41- 60 is less. Only 13 people out of a 

total of 254 are found in this group. Smaller span of life of the Badias is again 

confirmed ·from this settlement. Only 2.36 per cent of people belong to the age 
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group of more than 60 years. Six persons, 4 males ahd 2 females, ar~ found 
.. ',.' .. 

there who can be considered as aged people .. Age · group wise population 

. distribution can easily be apprehended from the following table: 

Table III.D.1. 

Population Distribution of the Badias in Nitbazar 

Age-group Male Female Total 
Number % Number %" Number % ~ 

Upto 5 years 31 57.41 23 .42.59 54 100.00 
23.14 19.17 21.:26 

6- 14 years 39 46.99 44 53.11 83 100.00. 
29.11 36.67 32.68 

Total upto 14 70 51.10 67 48.90. 137 100.00 . 
years 

52.24 55.84 53.94 
15-40 years ·54 55.10 44 44.90 98 100.00 

40.30·. 36.67 38.58 
41 -60 years 6 46.13 7 53.87 13 100.00 . 

4.48 5.83 5.12 
Total15- 60 60 54.05 51 45.95 111 100.00 
years 

44.78. 42.50 43.70 
More than 60. 4 66.67 2 33.33 6 100.00 
years· 

2.99 1.67 2.36 
Total Population 134 52.76 120 47.24 254 "100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total1s placed 1n the shaded area. 

· More than 60 per cent of the population are not yet been married, Among 

the unmarried population there are 159 persons of which 89 (56%) are males 

and 70 (44%) are females. Nintyfive pepple have ever been married out of whom 

2 are widowers and 5 are widows. Two cases of polygyny have been observed 

among the Badias of Nitbazar. No divorcee has been found. Deserted or 



separated persons have not also been reported. Details regarding distribution of 

population according to their civil status is available in table no. Ill. D.2. 

Table III.D.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 

Marital Status Male ·Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Unmarried 89 55.98 70 44.02 159 100.00 
66.42 58.34 62.60. . 

Married 43 48.86 45 51.14 88 100.00 
32.09 37.50 34.65 

Widower/Widow 2 28.57 5 71.43 7 100.00 
1.49 4.16 2.76 

Divorced 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- ---

Separated 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- --

Total Population 134 52.76 120 47.24 254 100.00 
100.00 100.00 . 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Tendency of being married at an early age is found among the Badias. 

Mean age at marriage of the Badias living in Nitbazar basti is far below the 

national standard. It is only 16.55 years. For the males itis 18.56 years while for 

the females it is only 14.7 4 years. Marriage below att.aining the age of 13 years 

is found there though the percentage is negligible. Nearly 70 per cent of the ever 

married people have been married between the ages of. 13 and· 18 . years. 

Nlnetytwo per cent of the females are married ·ln this ·age gi.oup. s·ut majority of 

the males are married during their ages between 19 and 24 years. Fifty three per 

cent of the males are married within the age-group of 19'-24 years whereas only 

2 per cent of ever married females belong to this age group. Late marriage after 



77 

the age of 24 years, is not found here. Distribution of the ever married people 

-

according to their age at marriage is shown below: 

Table 111.0.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First- Male-· Female ·Total 
Marriage 

Number % Number % Number % 
Upto 12 years 1 25.00 3 75.00 4 100.00 

2.22 6.00 4.21 
13- 18 years 20 30.30 46 49.70 66 100.00 

44.45 92.00 69.48 
19 -· 24 years 24 96.00 1 4.00 25 100.00 

53.33 2.00 26.31 
25-30 years 0 --- 0 --- .o ---

--- - . ---
More than 30 years 0 -- 0 --- 0 ---

--- - --
Total Married 45 47.37 50 52.63 95 100.00 
Population 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
Mean Age at First 18.56 14.74 16.55 
Marriage 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed 1n the shaded area. 

National norm of small family size has not been maintained by the Badias. 

They have an average family size of more than 5 persons. Only in 37 per cent 

families it is found that they have 2- 4 members. Out of the total of 46 families 17 

have restricted the size upto 4 members. In another 17 families 5- 7 members 

are present and in 12 families (26%) more than 7 members are found. But no 

'" -~--~-----.Jar:niJy_ i_~_Jound . .ln.Jbi§. J~_ast_i j1aviog [llqfe~ than ten mem_qers. Qistribution ·of 
. . .. - ·-. - - - - '·- .. - ·. . -:. --- . -. -···- -_·-··- - -- . - . -- .·. 

households by size category has been represented in the following table: 



Table 111.0.4. 

Distribution of Badia families according to size 

Category Number Percentage 

Single Member 0 ---

2-4 Members 17 36.96 

5-7 Members 17 36.96 

8 - 1 0 Members 12 26.09 

11- 15 Members 0 ---

More than 15 Members· 0 ---

Total No. of Household 46 100.00 

Average Family Size 5.52 

In Nitbazar basti of Darjiling district it has been found that almost all the 

Badias are living in nuclear type of families. There are four families (8.7%) where 

additional one or two members are living with complete nuclear type. Out of 46 

families 36 are of complete nuclear type and 6 families are yet to form nuclear 

ones. 50 per cent of .these are either incomplete or broken while rest are of 

conjugal type. Family type wise distribution of the studied households is depicted 

below: 

Table 111.0.5. 

o· t ·b · f t rs n utron o Badia amilies accor rng to type 
Type of Family Number Percentage 
Single Member 0 ---

. lncornpleteiHroken.. ··- ,_ 3 ,,. 6.52 
Conjugal 3 6.52 
Complete Nuclear 36 78.26 
Nuclear with Additional Member 4 8.70 
Patrilineal Joint 0 ---
Fraternal Joint 0 ---
Extended I Other 0 ---
Total No. of Family 46 100.00 
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Badias of Nitbazar do not depend solely on agriculture for their living . 

. They are engaged in various occupations like daily labour, rickshaw pulling, 

masonry and carpentry. Females are mainly engaged in household work. Out of 

59 adult male workers one is involved in household work whereas out of 52 adult 

female workers 49 are engaged in doing so. Prevalence of child labour is found 

there. Altogether 33 children below the age of 14 years are working of whom 19 

are males and 14 are females. Rate of involvement in work for adult males is 92 

per cent and that of females is 98 per cent when household duty is considered 

as work. Even considering the child labour and household work the dependency 

ratio is 43 per cent. Further details regarding occupational distribution of Badia 

people is available from the following table: 

Table 111.0.6. Occupational Structure of the Badias in Nitbazar 

Category Male Female Total 

Adult Child Total Adult Child Total Male Female 

Household Work 1 0 1 49 14 63 1 63 

Cultivation 24 5 29 0 0 0 29 0 

Daily Labour* 27 13 40 2 0 2 40 2 

Rickshaw-pulling # 3 0 3 0 0 0 3 0 

Masonry 3 1 4 0 0 0 3 1 

Carpentry 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Begging 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 

Total Working 59 19 78 52 14 66 78 66 

Population 

Percentage of 92.2 27.1 58.2 98.1 20.9 55.0 58.2 55.0 

Working People 

( * mcludes all sorts of wage labour,# including cart and van pulling ) 

Total 

64 

29 

42 

3 

4 

1 

1 

144 ·• 

56.7 

. I 
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The Badias do not posses high amount of land though they have that sort of · 

target in mind before settling in this area coming from Murshidabad district. About 
.. ,,'\', .· '. 

. . ' ' 

505 of them are landless. Thirty· five per cent of the Badias of this settlement can be 

considered as marginal farmers. Seventeen per cent of the Badia. households 

·.·.·· 
posses more than 2.5 acres of cultivable land. Out of a total of 46 house~olds only 

· ...... . . . 
one holds more than 5 acres of land. Following table shows detailed distribution of 

Badia households according to size of landholding. 

Table 111.0.7. 

!'· ' 

'.:: 
.t :,' • 

I, .• 

'.'' . \ 

Distribution of Badia households according to the size of landholding .... 

(Cultivable land) 
. ·. ,.· 

Size of Land Holding Number Percentage . :.- ... 

Household with no Agricultural Land 22 47.83 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 7 15.22 
' 

1.01 - 2 Acres of Agricultural Land 7 15.22 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 2 4.35 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 7 15.22 

5.01 - 10 Acres of Agricultural Land 1 2.17 

More than 10 Acres of Agricultural Lane 0 ---

Total No. of Household 46 100.00 
·• 

With small size of landholding and engagement in various types ofcasual 

work the Badias are not capable of earning much money. Average income· from 

-··all sources ·is less··than· Rs. 11,000 per· heusehold, In 50 per ·cent of the-total· 

households annual income is less than Rs. 8,500. Eight households constituting 

of 17 per cent of the total fall in the income category of Rs. 8,500 - 11,000 per 

year. About 22 per cent of total households belong to higher income group than 
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the average annual family income of 'Rs. 10,978. Income wise distribution of the 

households is shown below: 

Table 111.0.8. 

Distribution of households as per annual. income 

Income Category Number Percentage . 

Upto Rs. 4,000/- 11 23.91; .. 

Rs.4,000/- to Rs.6,200/- 6 13.04 

Rs.6,200/- to Rs.8,500/- 6 13.04. 

Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11,000/- 8 17.39 

Rs.11, 000/- to· Rs.15, 000/- 5 10.87 

Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000/- 7 15,22 

More than Rs.30,000/- 3 6.52 ' ... 

Total No. of Household 46 100.00 

Regarding literacy the Badias of Nitbazar occupy the 'lowest position· 1n 

comparison to the other settlements under study. It is only· 25 per cent. Sex 
' 

disparity in this regard is negligible. If the minors below the age of six years are 

not considered for calculating the literacy rate the picture, .is more gloomy. If 

·standard is considered then it is found that about 80 per cent of the literates 
' . .· 

have the primary standard. of formal education. State of literacy of the Badias in 

Nitbazar Basti is shown in the following two tables: 



Table 111.0.9 (a). Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) · 

Category . Male Female Total 
.. 

Number % Number % Number % ,, 

Literates without .Standard 1 100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 
0.75 - 0.39 

I - IV Standard 20 48.76 21 51.22 41 100.00 
14.93 17.50 

.. 
16.14 

V - VIII Standard . · 5 71.43 2 28.57 7 100.00 
3.73 1.67 2.76. 

IX & X Standard· 2 66.67 1' 33.33 3 100.00 
1.49 ' 0.83 1.18 

M.P. I H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- --
B.A. I M.A. 0 -- .. 0 --- 0 ---. . . 

--- -- --
Total Literates 28 53.85. 24 46.15 52 100.00 

.. 20.90 20.00 20.47 
T ota I Ill iterates 106 52.48 96 47.52 202 100.00 

79.10 80.00 79.53 
Total Population 134 52;76 120 47.24 254 100.00 

100.00 .. 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
Table 111.0.9 (b). :__ Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Children) 

·--
Category Male Female Total 

Number %. Number % Number % --
Literates without Standard 1 100.00 . 0 --- 1 100.00 

.. 

0.93' •.· 0.48 .. 

I - IV Standard 20 48.76. 21 51.22 41 100.00 
18.69. .,, ' 

21.00 19.881 ... 
':. 

V- VIII Standard 5. 71.43 2 28.57 7 100.00 .. . 
4.67 .'. •. 2.00 3.38 ''·.· 

IX & X Standard 2 66.67 1 33.33 3 100.00 
1 .. 89 

'{.• \. 

"1.00 1.45 . • I 

' :.' 

M.P. I H.S. 0 --- '. 0 --- 0 ---... .. 
--- . :_11_ '; -- ---

B.A. I M.A. 0 -- 0 --- 0 ---
---- _, __ ·- ----- ----. : ___ .:. : . . l··:,;: ---.- .. --- " -· . .. .. --- . . ._ 

Total Literates 28 .. , 53.85 ' ;> 
24 46.15 52 100.00 

26.19' \J' ;' 24.00 25.12 
Total Illiterates 79 50.97·' 76 49.03 155 100.00 

.•,.) . ·., : 

73.81· ' ' . ~ ' •, ' ':: 76.00 · .. 74.88 
Total· 107 51.69 . ' 100. 48.31 207 100.00. 

100.00. . ~ ~- i ! 100.00. 100.00 
N.B. Percentageto column total is placed in. the shaded.area. _·. 

;:. 
' ' :;·_ r ~ ~ ' • . ' . :· ~ . 
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This low rate of literacy of the Badias has become possible because of 

the education of younger generation. It is found that out of 52 literates. 42 are 

going to schools. More than 85 per cent of them read in primary standard · 

Standard wise distribution of students are as follows.: 

Table Ill. 0.1 0. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category ·Male Female Total 

Number % ·Number % Number % · 

· · I - IV Standard 17 '47.22 19 52.78 36 100.00 

85.00 86.36 85.72 

V- VIII Standard 1· '33.33' 2 66.67 3 • 100.00". 

5.00' 9.09; 7.1.4 1. ,• ...... 
-~. :. . . 

. 1 

IX & X Standard 2 66.67_. '33.33 3 . 100.00 . 
,,.,· 

.. · ,. 

10.00 .·. j 4.55 7.14 

··XI & XII Standard 0 .; .0 . ·. '. ' 

B.A. I M.A. o· 0 .... 0 

; 

•· r 

47.62 ------Total. Students . 20 •.. ' ?2 ·-- ·-_52.~~----·. _t!_~-- ------- .!~~-~~---· .. --- ----
-,;: .. , · __ ·,' '-, 

100.00' ··;-•. 100.00 .. 
. I:· ' 

100.00 
.:- -,'··.,, · __ .: .. 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded ar_ea. 
' . ~ 

''. ; :'. 
. .' . 

'. ' 

·,_. 

'•.-
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Settlement 5 --- Uttar Dhamargach . ':' 

Uttar Dhamargach is a vii lag~ fn North Dinajpur distnc(.under the Chopra 
. ·.:,( 

Gram Panchayat. ltissituated in Chopra Block as well as cho:pra Police Stat1on 

The Jurisdiction List Number of th·e ·village is. 23. It is only 2 · km.. ·away. froni 

Chopra Block Development Office and Less than a km. awa{from the Kalagach 
; ' . '· ' r .. 

more (turning) of National Highway no. 31. River Doke has. f(o~ed from northern 

side of the village. A sketch map of the village shows vanous aspects of its 

physical set up.· 

The Badias of Uttar Dhamargach. village have. n;~inly ·come from 

Murshidabad district around 1968. A. D. At present there are 63 .households in the 
,.·,. 

Badia Para of Uttat Dhamargach: There. are some Santa Is livl[lg· in Sanfal Para in 

this village. The village road is not' developed and the short cut! ro,ute from 

Kalagach more is disconnected during'.rainy season for the.Wan~ of Cl:..llvert on 
l •• ' • • 

Doke river. The road becomes slippery in. rainy season as~ the soil is· of alluvial 
' ' ,, . ,' 

-,. ·: 

type. The village is also devoid of any sort of infra structuraj.fadlities like Post 
.. ;· 

Office, Bank etc .. It is not electrified so,far .. :Husking machine is 6perat~d ·in the _·. ·. · 
. . ' .. ';~ ' 

·', ' 
•. , '! '. 

village with diesel engine. Television. 'sets are found in the village which are 

operated with the help of wet cell batteries. A primary school is situated at the 
··'' 

, .. 

· · - out-· skirt of· the -village -within the t_erritocy o.L Db.arnag_a~tL (_s_o_llt~L 6 _ Maktab/ · · . . ,· - - ' ·.-- -~ _,_ _________ --- .. -----

Madrasha is run by the Maulabi of the mosque in this village.: 
-.:. 

Map of Uttar Dhamargach settlement is drawn hereunder fo show the · 

physical aspects: 
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Sketch ·Map of Uttar Ohamargach (Not -to Scale) 
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There are · 355 people belonging to Badia Muslim group living· in this 

settlement. Total population is comprised of 174 mal~s and 181 females. Majority 

·of them are the migrants from Murshidabad district and some of them from Maida 

district. Distinction between these two groups is not-so sharp as isfound in the 

Badia Para of Milangarh village. Sex ratio is more than a thousand which is due 

to more number of females _in the age group below six years. Fifty two per cent of 

the population are in the category of children below 14 years of age. A good 
I 

number of people is found in the youth age group ranging from 15- 40 years. 

39% of the total population belong to this age group. Only about 7 per cent of the 

people belong to the age group of 41- 60 years. Out of 355 people 7 persons 

ha~e attained the· age of more than 60 years. This is an indication that the life 

span ofthe Badias is not high at all. However, age group wise distribution of 

population in Uttar Dhamargach is shown in details in the following table : 

Table II,.E.1. 
Population Distribution of the Badias in Uttar Dhamargacti 

Age -group 

Upto 5 years 

6- 14 years 

Total upto 14 
years · 
·15 - 40 years 

41 -60 years 

Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 
28 56.16 34 54.84 62 100.00 
16~m~ . ·· ·:·;~.: ; . ~~: _ 18~79·. -_ " · - 17.47 _,;_-, 
68 55.29 -55 44.71 123. 100.00 

D3s:os_-~:::::, -:,~.:?~_, ~:~;_;:~n :3ltas:.')~l:~,:':.,::,.;~ 34.65 -L_;~o_ ; __ · 

Total15- 60 75 85.23 . 88 · 14.77 163 100.00 · 
years . ~~~1 i;if~~ -~ '" fi;~i~*~-~ :,u:&2~:~"; l~i'£~~:;;; YJ,.~- i45~92 :~'ii~ ' ;:';:_::~~" · :>;~!l 
More than 60 3 42:86 · 4 57.14 7 · 100.00 · 
years · '£1:!7;2~~:.f!,1 ·r::ilf;:''":li - "- ~ IT2¥2~~I~~~ i~~--"'"' ,. ·c ""'' ;~'li:9Z.'Ei~~,~l··;c;:c: .~-:-:•<>·:<Y--"~~, . 
Total Populati~n 174 49.01 · 181 50~99 · 355 100.00. 

· ;-~1-obtoo~;q -.. ,..~.---~y-.:,"~;:'-':~1 :2jj0l01)1t ~:~h~i{·c-./ 100~00 -. ·_· ... -.::- :. .: 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in·the shaded area: · 
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Among the Badias of Uttar Dhamargach a little more than 60 per cent of 

the people are found unmarried. Variation between the. sexes in the unmarried 

population is negligible. Sixty five per cent of total males remained unmarried 

. while for the females, this figure is only 58 per cent. Among 138 ever married 

people 11 are either widows or widowers. In total population they occupy only 3 

per cent share. Here, cases of polygyny are higher in number than in other 

settlements under study. No Badia is found living with either divorced or 

separated status. Civil status wise distribution of total population is shovvn in 

table no. Ill. E. 2. 

Table III.E.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 

Marital Status Male Female Total 
·Number % Number % Number i% 

Unmarried 112 51.38 105 48.39 217 I 1oo!oo 
64.38 58.01 61.13 

Married 61 35.06 66 51.97 127 100.00 
35.06 36.47 35.78 

Widower/Widow 1 9.09. 10 90:91 11 100.00 
0.57 5.53 3.10 i 

' 
Divorced 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

, 
-- --- --

. Separated 0 -- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- -
Total Population 174 49.01 181 50.99 355 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 ~ . 
' 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Tendency of early marriage is found among the Badias of Utta~ 

Dhamargach. It has been observed that nearly 75 per cent of the ever mamed 

population were married at the age of 18 years. Among females more than 9C 

per cent got married before attaining 18 years of age. Incidence of child marriage 
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before attaining 13 years of age is only' found among the females. About 20 per 

cent of marriages of the females have occurred within 12 years of age. Late. 

marriage is occurred among the males at a low rate. It has been found that only 

four males got married after 24 years of age. No person is reported to be married 

after the age of 30 years. Hence the mean age at marriage of the Badia people 

in this village is below 17 years. For the males it is 19.44 while for the females it 

does not cross the mark of 15 years. Distribution of ever married people 

according to their age at marriage is shown in the following table. 

Table III.E.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First Male Female Total 
·Marriage i 

Number % Number % :Number % 
Upto 12 years 0 ---

' 
15 100.00 15. 100.00 

--- 19.74 10.87 
13- 18 years 31 35.63 56 64.37 . 87 : 100.00 

50.00 73.68 63.05 
19-24 years 27 87.38 5 12.62 . 32 100.00 

43.55 6.58 23.19 
25-30 years 4 100.00 0 --- 4 100.00 

6.45 --- 2.90 
More than 30 years 0 --- 0 --- 0 

.. 
' ---

--- ---
Total Married 62 44.93 76 55.17 138 . ' 100.00 
Population 100.00 
Mean Age at First 19.44 14.82 "16.89 
Marriage 
N. B. Percentage to column total ts placed tn the shaded area. · 

Owing to marriage at an early age both males and ·females of badia 

community bear the responsibility of maintaining their families at an earl"y stage 

of their life. So, they are engaged in gainful employment earlier. It has been 
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found that in Uttar Dhamargach village· 57 per cent people are engaged in 

various occupations though children's share in total population is more than 50 

per cent. This clearly indicates the involvement of children below the age of 14 

years in work. So no question of non involvement of adult married people arise 

among the Badias. 

The field of occupation is quite diversified. !=emares are mainly engaged 

in bidi rolling and household work whereas cultivation including agricultural 

labour and daily labour are the dominant fields for the males. A good number of 

people are also engaged in carpentry, masonry, and huckstering/ peddling. The 

work of bidi rolling has taken a shape of household industry as males, females 

and children either primarily or subsidiarily engaged in this occupation. Out of 

202 workers (including household work) 84 people are engaged in b1ji rolling. · 

Detailed distribution of workers is shown in the following table. 



Table III.E.4. 

Occupational Structure of the Badias in Uttar Dhamargach 

Category Male Female J Total 
I 
I 

Adult Child Total Adult Child Total I Male ! Female Total 
I 

Household Work 0 0 0 23 5 28 0 j28 28 

Cultivation 20 4 24 0 0 0 24 0 24 

Agricultural Labour 6 1 7 0 0 0 7 0 7 

Daily Labour* 15 6 21 0 0 0 21 10 . 1 21 

Business@ 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 \2 
! 

Masonry 2 2 4 0 0 0 4 0 14 

Carpentry 16 2 18. 0 0 0 18 0 i 18 
i i 

Hawking 15 0 15 0 0 0 ! 15 10 15 
i 

Bidi-binding 0 2 2 67 15 82 r 2 i 82 . 84 
i I 

Total Working 76 17 93 90 20 110 193 \ 110 i 203 

Population 
I 

Percentage of 97.4 16.7 52.9 97.8 22.5 608 ! 52 9 60 8 56 s 
I 

Working People 

(*includes all sorts of wage labour, @ includes traders ) 

. Due to engagement in various occupations at a higher rate it r.as oecome 

possible for the Badias of Uttar Dhamargach to raise their family income: About 40 

·per cent of the Badia households have a family income below Rs. 8.500 per year A 

little more than 35 per cent of the households fall within the category of Rs 8.500 -

15,000 per family per year. About 22 per cent of.the families have an 1ncome range 

of Rs. 15,000- 30,000 per year from all sources. Income category W1Se distribution. 

of households is shown below. 



Table III.E.5. 

Distribution of households as per annual income 

Income Category Number 

Upto Rs. 4000/- 5 

Rs.4000/- to Rs.6200/- 6 

Rs.6200/- to Rs.8500/- 13 

Rs.8500/- to Rs.11 000/- 11 

Rs.11 000/- to Rs. 15000/- 11 

Rs.15000/- to Rs.30000/- 13 

More than Rs.30000/- 1 

Total No. of Household 60 

Percentage 

8.33 

10.00 

21.67 

: 18:33 

18.33 

21.67 

1.67 

100.00 

I 
'll 

Though the Badias are agriculturists by tradition, possession of 

agricultural land has been reduced among them now-a-days. In ·uttar 

Dhamargach village 63 per cent of total households do. not posses cultivable 

land. Only 22 per cent of Badia households can be considered as the families of . 

marginal farmers. In this category even the holding size does not cross the limif 

of 2 acres of land. Out of 60 households 8. belong to small farmers category. 

Only one family possesses 9 acres of land. Distribution of households according 

to the size of land holding is as follows : 



Table III.E.6. 

Distribution of Badia households according to the size of landholding 

(Cultivable land) 

Size of Land Holding. Number Percentage 
., 

Household with no Agricultural Land 38 63.33 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 8 13.33 

1.01 - 2 Acres of Agricultural Land 5 8.33 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 ---
. ·. 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 8 13.33 

5.01 - 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Land 1 1.67 

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Lane 0 ---

Total No. of Household 60 100.00 

I 

! 
! 
I· 

i 
' 
·: 

!· 

j· 

' 

Compared to the Badias of other settlements under study literacy ra:e ·s 

slightly better here. Above 58 per cent of people excluding child.ren bel c.·. o .· 

years are found literates. Sex disparity in regard to education can be ignore: as 

it is found that females comprise more than 45 per cent of total literates A 

remarkable feature in the field of formal education is that more than 50 per. cent 

of literates are students. Standard wise literacy rate of the Badias and 

distribution of students according to class have been shown in the follov11ng 

three tables : 



Table Ill. E.? (a). Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 

Category Male Female Total. 
Number % Number 1 % Number % 

Literates without Standard 2 50.00 2 50.00 4 100.00 
1.15 1.11 1.13 

I - IV Standard 77 53.47 67 46.53 144 100.00 
44.26 37.02 40.56 

V - VIII Standard 13 61.90 8 38.10 21 100.00 
7.47 4.42 5.16 

IX & X Standard 2 50.00 2 50.00 4 100.00 
1.15 1.11 1.13 

M.P./ H.S. 1 100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 
0.57 --- 0.28 

B.A./ M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
Total Literates 95 54.60 79 45.40 174 100.00 

54.60 41.99 49.02" 
Total Illiterates 79 43.65 102 56.35 181 100.00 

45.40 58.01 50.98 
Total Population 174 49.01 181 50.99 355 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N,B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
Table Ill. E.? (b). Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Children) 

Category Male Female Total 
I 

Number % Number % Number % ' 

Literates without Standard 2 50.00 .2 50.00 4 .100.00 
1 .. 32 1.33 1.32 

I - IV Standard 77 53.47 67 46.53 144 100.00 
50.66 44,67" 47.67 

V - VIII Standard 13 61.90 8 38.10 21 100.00 
8.55 5.33 6.96 

IX & X Standard 2 50.00 2 50.00 4 100.00 
1.32 1.33 1.32 

M.P./ H.S. 1 100.00 0 --- 1 100.00 
0.66 --- 0.33 

B.A./M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- -- ---

Total Literates 95 54.60 79 45.40 174 100.00 
62.50 52.67 57.63 

Total Illiterates 57 44.53 71 55.47 128 100.00 
37.50 47.33. 42.37 

Total 152 50.33 150" 49.67 302 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N. B. Percentage to column total 1s placed 1n the shaded area. 
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Table III.E.8. Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

I - IV Standard 49 61.25 31 38.75 80 100.00 
90.74 100.00 94.12 

V - VIII Standard 5 100.00 0 --- 5 100,00 
9.26 --- 5.88 

IX & X Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- ---

XI & XII Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- -

B.A. I M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- ---

Total Students 54 63.53 31 36.47 85 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N. B. Percentage to column total IS placed 1n the shaded area. . 
Size. of family of the Badias is not small. On an average 6 persons live in 

their households. Exception is, ofcourse, there. Only 30 per cent of total 

households have four or less members. Majority of the Badia households 

(43.33%) hold 5-7 members in their families. Size category wise. distribution of 

household is shown in the following table. 

Table III.E.9. Distribution of Badia families according to size 

I 

Category Number Percentage 

Single Member 3 5,00 

2-4 Members 15 25.00. 

5-7 Members 26 43.33 
L 
' 

8 - 1 0 Members 15 25.00 

11- 15 Members 1 1.67 
: 

More than 15 Members 0 ---

Total No. of Household 60 100.00 
I 

Average Family Size 5.92 ' 



In Uttar Dhamargach another remarkable featu~ in demography is the 

prevalence of both patrilineal and fraternal types of joint family. Ten per cent ·of 

the total household are considered as of joint families while the rest are either of 

. er ,l 
complete nuclear type,· nuclear with additional" members ~ incompleto/ we 

broken type of family. Family type wise distribution of households can be 

apprehended from the following table·: . 

Table III.E.10. 
. . 

Distribution of Badia families according to type 

Type of Family Number Percentage 
' 

Single .Member 3 . 5.00 

Incomplete I Broken 2' :3.33 
' ) 

Conjugal 2· \. 3.33 .. 

Complete Nuclear 43' 71.67 

' 
Nuclear with Additional Member .4 6.67 

Patrilineal Joint '4 6.67 

Fraternal Joint 2 .. 3.33 

Extended I Other 0 ---

Total No. of Family 60 100.00 
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Settlement 6 --- Dakshin Dhamargach 

It is situated in the south western side of Uttar Dhamargach village of 

North Dinajpur district. Dakshin Dhamargach village is having the J.L.no. 24. It is 

also about 2 km. away from Chopra--- BlockHead Quarters. The village is under 

the jurisdiction of Chopra Gram Panchayat. It is inhabited by both Hindus and 

Muslims. The Hindus are mostly the refugees of Bangladesh and the Muslims 

are distinctly identified as Sthaniyo or local and Bhatias or Badias. Bhatia is 

used to address the Badias because they have come from Bhati areas, i.e., land 

of low tide region. The Badias are settled by the side of Sthaniyos initially but 

they are now in the middle of the village now-a-days because the Hindu refugees . . 

. ·-:,, __ ,-,_ ~"-:~#--"~-~- The Hindu refugees mainly of Namasudra caste are residing in 

the southern side of the . Badia settlement. ··:.;.:. _ .- :. · __ :-.: -- -· 

The Badias settled in Oakshin Dhamargach village have mainly migrated 

from Maida district right iri'the begining of 60s of 201
h century. Following the 

tradition of agriculture the Badias purchased land and planted mango, jack fruit 

and other type of fruit plants in their homestead. A sketch map of the settlement 

has been drawn hereunder to show the physical aspects: 
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Sketch Map of Dakshin Dhamargach (Not to Scale) 
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An unmetalloid road connected the village with National Highway crossing 

the river Doke. Badia houses are arranged lineally on both sides of this road. 

Majority of these houses 8re built with mud. As the soil is of alluvial type support 

of bamboo strips are not required. Kutcha houses are mostly roofed with straw 

while some are with corrugated tin and tiles. Few pucca houses with brick walls 

are found in the village. 

Except a Maktab/ Madrasha in the mosque of the Badias and a primary 

school no other educational institutions are found there. A sketch map has been 

drawn hereunder to show physical aspects of the village. 

A total of 92 households are.there belonging to Badia group of Muslims in 
.. 

Dakshin Dhamargach village. Five hundred and six persons comprising 270 

males and 236 females are living in 92 households having an average size of" 

5.50. Age group wise distribution of the population shows that about 52 per cent 

of them· are children below 15 years of age. Two hundred and sixty fourchildren 

are fciund there of whom 145 (60%) are males and 119 ( 40%) are females. In the 

category of youth having the age between 15- 40 years majority of the people 

belong. They are almost 40 per cent of the total population. Short life-span of the 

Badias is again confirmed by the low percentage of people in the age category of 

41.:. 60 years. Thirty seven persons (7.3%) belong to this category. Out"of a total 

population of 506 only 7 people (3 males and 4 females) have crossed the l.ine of 



')') 

60 years of age. Age group wise distribution of population IS shown in the 

following table : 

Tab,eiii.F.1. 

Population Distribution of the Badias in Dakshin Dhamargach 

Age- group Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Upto 5 years 58 56.31 45 43.69 103 100.00 
21.48 19.07 20.36 

6- 14 years 87 54.04 74. 45.96' 161 100.00 
32.22 31.36 31.83 

Total upto 14 145 59.92 119 40.08 264 100.00 
years 

53.70 50.43 52.19 
15-40 years 99 50.00 99 

' 
50.00 198 100.00 

36.67 41.96 39.14 
41 -60 years 23 62.16 14 37.84 37 100.00 

8.52 5.93 7.32 
Total15- 60 122 51.92 113 48.08 235 100.00 
years 

! 

45.19 47.89 46.46 
More than 60 3 42.86 4 57.14 7 100.00 
years 

; 

1.11 1.70 1.38 
Total Population 270 53.36 236 :46.64 '506 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area.· 

Civil status wise distribution of population reveals that 62 per cent of the 

Badias living in Dakshin Dhamargach are unmarried. In unmarried category more 

males (56.19%) are found than the females (43.81 %}. There are 191 ever 

married people of whom 7 (1 male and 6 females) have widowed status. No 

person is there having the status of divorcee/ separated. No case of polygyny 

has been reported as well. Civil status wise distri-bution of. Badia population is 

shown in table no. III.F.2. 

i 

i 
I 

I 
' 
' ; 

i 

! 

i· 
I 
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Table III.F.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 
--

Marital Status Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Unmarried 177 56.19 138 58.48 315 100.00 
65.56 58.48 62.28 

Married 92 50.00 92 50.00 184 100.00 
34.08 38.99 36.38 

Widower/Widow 1 14.29 6 85.71 7 100.00 
0.37 2.54 1.38 

Divorced 0 -- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
Separated 0 -- 0· --- 0 ---

--- - ---
Total Population 270 53.36 236 46.64 506 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is plac~d in the shaded area. 

Marital age of the Badias is low. Mean age at marriage is only 16.87 

years. For the males it is nearly_ 19 years while for the females it is below 15 

years. Out of 191 ever married people 25 females got married before attaining. 

the teen age. They constitute 25 per cenf of the ever married females. Sixty six 

per cent of the females were married between the ages of 13 and 18 years 

whereas only 8 per cent of married females were married after attaining the 

national standard of 18 years of age .. Late marriage at the age of 25 years or 

more than that has not been found among the females as the cases of early 

marriage before attaining teen age are not found among the males of Badia 

group residing in Dakshin Dhamargach village. Ninety five per cent of males 

were married within 24 years of age a~d only 5 per cent of males were married 

between the ages of 25 and 30 years .. · Detailed regarding marital age of Badia 
I 

people can be had from table no, III.F.3. 
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Table III.F.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First Male Female Total 
Marriage 

Number % Number % Number % 
Upto 12 years 0 --- 25 100.00 25 100.00· 

--- 25.51 13.09 
13- 18 years 47 41.96 65 58.04 112 100.00 

50.54 66.33 58.64 
19-24 years 41 83.67 8 16.33 49 100.00 

44.09 8.16 25.66 
25- 30 years 5 100.00 0 --- 5 100.00 ' 

5.38 --- 2.62 
More than 30 years 0 --- 0 --- 0 

--- --- ---
Total Married 93 48.69 98 51.31 191 100.00 
Population ' 

100.00 1 100.00 100.00 
Mean Age at First . ' 18.95 14.90 16.87 
Marriage 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

Regarding the state of education it is noticed that about 47 per cent are 

literates. Ma_le literacy rate is quite higher than their female counterparts. Out of 

189 literates 111 males and 78 are females. If the standard is considered, a high 

concentration is observed in the primary stage. More than 87 per cent of literates 

are educated upto class IV standard. No person among them is found carrying at 

least a Madhyamik pass certificate. Condition of the present generation is not at 

all bright as no _student is found reading_beyond class VIII stand_ard. Details of 

educational scenario is evident from following three tables. 
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Table III.F.4 (a). Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Literates without Standard 1 33.33 2 66.67 3 100.00 
0.37 0.85 0.59 

I - IV Standard 95 57. 58 70 42.42 165 .100.00 
35.19 29.67 32.62 

V - VIII Standard 11 64.71 6 35.29 17 100.00 
4.07 2.54 3.36 

IX & X Standard 4 100.00 0 --- 4 100.00 
1.08 --- 0.79 

M.P./ H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

-- --- ---
B.A. I M.A. 0. --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
Total Literates 111 58.73 78 . 41.27 189 100.00 

41.11 33.06 37.36 
Total Illiterates 159 50.16 158 49.84 317 100.00 

58.82 66.94 62.64 
Total Population 270 53.36 236 46.64 506 '100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
Table III.F.4 (b). Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Childre: :) 
Category Male Female Total 

Number % Number % ·Number % 
Literates without Standard 1 33.33 2 66.67 3 100.00 

0.47 1.05 0.75 
I - IV Standard 95 57. 58 70 42.42' 165 100.00 

44.81 36.65 40.95 
V - VIII Standard 11 64.71 6' 35.29 17 100.00 

5.19 3.14-··< 4.22 
IX & X Standard 4 100.00 0 --- 4 100.00 

1.89 --- 0.99 
M.P./ H.S. 0 --- 0 . --- 0 

--- --- ---
B.A. I M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 

--- -·-- -----·· ... 

Total Literates 111 58.73 78 41.27 189 100.00 
52.36 40.84 46.91 

Total Illiterates 101 47.20 113 52.80 214 100.00 
' 47.64 59.16 53.11 

Total 212 53.36 191 46.64 403 100.00 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total1s placed in the shaded area. 
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Table Ill. F.S. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

I - IV Standard 36 55.38 29 44.62 65 100.00 
85.71 93.55 89.04 

V- VIII Standard 6 75.00 2 25.00 8 100.00· 
14.29 6.45 10.96 

IX & X Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
XI & XII Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

-- --- ---
B.A. I M.A. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

-- ---
Total Students 42 31 --- 73 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N. B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 

The Badias of Dakshin Dhamargach are engaged in various types of activity. 

Females are mainly engaged in household work and bidi roling. In the agricultural 

field also some females do take part along with males. Cultivation and agricultural 

works as well as daily labour are the predominant areas of the males. Many masons 

and carpenters, obviously males on(y, are also found living there. Small business 

and peddling have been done by 15 males out of 121 adult workers. Fortyfour child 

workers belonging to both sexes .are .found there who are mainly engaged in 

carpentry and bidi binding works. Two persons are working as teacher in Madrasha. 

Occupational structure of the Badias can be apprehended thoroughly from the 

following table. 
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Table III.F.6. 

Occupational Structure of the Badias in Dakshin Dhamargach 

Category Male Female· Total 

-
Adult Child Total Adult Child Total Male Female Total 

Household Work 0 0 0 37. 9 46 0 46 46 

Cultivation 15 2 17 0 0 0 17 0 17 

Agricultural Labour 16 7 23 5 0 5 23 5 28 

Daily Labour* 14 1 15 0 0 0 15 0 15 

Business@ 8 0 8 0 0 0 8 0 8 
.. 

Service I Teaching 2 0 2 0 n 0 2 0 2 

Masonry 24 1 25 0 0 0 25 0 25 

Carpentry 32 9 41 0 Q 0· 41 0 41 

Blacksmithing 1: 0 1 0 0: 0 1 0 1 

Hawking 7 0 7 0 0 ·a 7 0 7 

' 
Bidi-binding 2 0 2 74 15 89 2 89 91 

Begging 0 0 0 1 0 1 o· 1 1 
.. ' 

Total Working 121 20 141 117 24. 141 141 141 282 
Population 
Percentage of 96.8 13.8 52.2 100.0 20.2 59.8 52.2 ,59.8 55.7 
Working People 
( * Includes all sorts of wage labour, @ includes traders and middlemen ) 

Badias of Dakshin Dhamargach causes . least amount of land in 

comparison to that of other settlements under study. About 63 per cent of the 

Badias do not have any cultivable land in their possession in this village. 

Thirtythree per cent of Badia households can be considered as marginal farmers. 

, ... ·. 
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Only 4 per cent of the total households have more than 2.5 acres of land. It 

means less than 55 per cent of the households belong to small farmer category. 

Distribution of households according to size of landholding is shown below: 

Table III.F.7. 

Distribution of Badia households according to the size of landholding 

(Cultivable land) 

Size of Land Holding Number Percentage 

Household with no Agricultural Land 57 61.96 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 22 23.91 

1.01 - 2 Acres of Agricultural Land 7 7.61 
I 

2.01 - 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 2 2.17 

2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 4 4.35 

5.01 - 10 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 ---

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural. Land 0 ---

Total No. of Household ... 92 100.00 

In spite of possessing little amount of agricultural land the Badias of the · 

village run their family with hard labour in non-agricultural sectors. Earning from 

all sources have been considered and a total annual income per family is 

calculated. It has been found that about 33 per cent of the households have an 

annual. income less than Rs. 8-,500: 32 per cent of households earn Rs. 8,500 -

11.000 per year. Twenty three per cent of the households have an annual 

income of Rs. 15,000· - 30,000. About 12 per cent of Badia households of 

Dakshin Dhamargach village have recorded an income of more than Rs. 30,000 

per year from all sources. Income category wise distribution of households has 

been drawn in table no. III.F.8. 
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Table III.F.8. 

Distribution of households as per annual income 

Income Category Number Percentage 

Upto Rs. 4,000/- 2 2.17 

Rs.4,000/- to Rs.6,200/- 10 10.87 

Rs.6,200/- to Rs.8,500/- 19 20.65 

Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11 ,000/- 29 31.52 

Rs.11 ,000/- to Rs.15,000/- 21 22.83 

Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000/- 11 11.96 

More than Rs.30,000/- 0 ---

Total No. of Household 92 100.00 

Average size of family of the Badia is 5.50 though the members in their 

families vary from one to eleven. About 37 per cent of households possess 4 . 

members in their families. High concentration of households is noticed in the s1ze 

category of 5-7 members. Details of size wise distribution of households can be 

had from the following table. 

Table III.F.9. 

Distribution of Badia families according to size 

Category Number Percentage 

Single Member 2 2.17 

2-4 Members 32 34.78 

5-7 Members 38 41.30 

·8 -10 Members 16 17.39 

11- 15 Members 4 4.35 

More than 15 Members 0 ---

Total No. of Household 92 100.00 

Average Family Size 5.50 
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Whatever may be the size of the Badia households they have a tendency 

to live in nuclear type of family. Out of a total of 92 households 3 have been 

identified as patrilineal joint type of family. Jointness is still there in these three 

families because parents are alive. After death of parents generally the brothers 

start to live and cook separately. Hence jointness has been broken down. In 

Dakshin Dhamargach village more than 75 per cent of Badias are found living in 

complete nuclear type of family. About 12 per cent of the households can be 

treated as conjugal families because husbands and wives are living in such 

families without their children or relatives. Five per cent of the total households 

are identified as incomplete or broken type which includes single member too. 

Distribution of households according to family type is shown in the following 

table: 

Table III.F.10. 

Distribution of Badia families according to type 

·. 
Type of Family Number Percentage 

i 

Single Member 2 2.17 

Incomplete l Broken 3 3.26 

Conjugal 11 11.96 
! 

Complete Nuclear 70 76.09 ! 

Nuclear with Additional Member 3 3.26 
' 

Patrilineal Joint 3 3.26 

Fraternal Joint 0 ---

Extended I Other 0 ---

Total No. of Family 92 100.00 
' 
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Settiement 7 --- Bablabona 

Village Bablabona is situated in Ratua Police Station area of Maida 

district. It is under the jurisdiction of Baharal Gram Panchayat in Ratua (I) Block. 

The village is situated in Durgapur:mouza having the J.L. no. 107. It is one of the 

five villages of Durgapur mouza. 

Bablabona is an old village of Maida district. The villagers are of the 

opinion that their forefathers settled here clearing the jungle. Ample of Babool 

trees locally called as Babla were there and that's ·vvhy the place was named so. 

Bablabona is surrounded by Baharal, Allpara, Balarampur and Gorakha mouzas 

from its western, northern, southern and eastern sides respectively·. The village 

has a primary school' and three. mosques. Post Office is situated in Gorakha 

mouza. A branch of the river Mahananda, locally called as Bhat, is flovved from 

inside the village. Following map shows physical structure of the village: 
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Sketch Map of B ablabona ( Not to Scale) 
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The settlement has been studied from the v1ew point of collecting 

information about the relatives of Milangarh village of Darjiling district. Hence the 

demographic analysis have been restricted to a particular section of the Badias 

of this village. Information have been collected from 43 households which are 

scattered here and there in the village. 

A total number of 295 people are found there in 43 households. Sex ratio 

of this population is 856 only. Age group wise distribution of population shows 

that 50 per cent of them are children below the age of 15 years. Males comprise 

more than 54 per cent in children category. About 385 of people belong to youth 

category having their ages between 15 and 40 years. Out of 295 people 25. 

persons and 10 persons· are found in the age groups of 41- 60 years and more 

than 60 years respectively. Further information on age group wise distribution of 

people can be had from following table. 

Table III.G.1. Population Distribution of the Badias in Bablabona 

Age- group Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number '% ' 

Upto 5 years 28 46.67 32 53.33 60 100.00 
17.61 23.53 20.34 

6- 14 years 53 59.55 36 40.45 89 100.00 
33.34 26.47 30.17 

Total upto 14 years 81 '54.36 68 45.64 149 '100.00 
50.95 50.00 50.51 

15-40 years 61 54.92 50 45.04 111 100.00 
I 

38.37 36.77 37.63 
41 -60 years 11 44.00 14 56.00 25 100.00 

6.92 10.29 8.48 
Total 15- 60 years 72 52.29 64 47.06 '136 100.00 

45.29 47.06 46.10 
More than 60 years 6 60.00 4 40.00 10 100.00 

3.77 2.94 3.39 
Total Population 159 53.90 136 46.10 295 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area. 
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It has been found that more than 60 per cent of the population are unmarried. 

Out of 295 people 111 persons (39%) have ever been married. Polygyny is absent. 

in this population. Only 5 widows have been identified. The population can be 

distributed according to their civil status in the following table. 

Table III.G.2. 

Distribution of the Badias by Civil Status 

Marital Status Male Female Total 
Number % Number % Number % 

Unmarried 104 57.78 76 42.22 180 100.00 
65.42 55.88 61.02 

Married 55 50.00 55 50.00 .110 100.00 
34.60 40.44 37.29" 

Widower/Widow 0 --- 5 100.00 5 100.00 
--- 3.68 1.70 

Divorced 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---
--- --- ---

Separated 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

--- --- ---
Total Population 159 53.90 136 46.10 295 100.00 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area .. 

Tendency of early marriage is prevalent among the Badias of Bablabona 

though the mean age at marriage is found highest in comparison to a11· other 

settlements under study. It is 17.92 years for the whole population. but for the 

males it is nearly the national standard. The mean age at marriage is only 15.42 

years for the females. It is also observed that about 12 per cent of the ever 

married females got themselves married before attaining the teen age. Seventy 

per cent of the females have been married within the age group of 13- 18 years. 

Sixty per cent of females were married between 19 and 24 years· of age. Late= 

marriage, even at the age of 25 years, is absent among females.· Detailed 

distribution of ever married people is shown in table no. III.G.3 .. 

·. ,.;.; 

' 

' 

' 

• I 
I 
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Table III.G.3. 

Marital Age of the people 

Age at First Male Female Total 
Marriage 

Number % Number % Number % 
Upto 12 years 1 12.50 7 87.50 8 100,00 

1.82 11.67 6.96 
13- 18 years 13 23.64 42 76.36 55 100,00 

23.64 70.00 47.83 
19-24 years 33 75.00 11 25.00 44 1DO.OO 

60.00 18.33 38.26 
25- 30years 8 100.00 0 --- 8 100,00. 

14.55 --- 6.96 
More than 30 years 0 --- 0 0 ---

--- --- ---
Total Married 55 47.83 60 52.17 115 100.00 
Population 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
Mean Age at First 20.65 15.42 17.92 
Marriage ' 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area.· 

Size of the household is really big for most of the Badias. in Bablabona 

village. Average family size is 6.86 though 28 per cent of the households fall 

within the category of small size having upto 4 members. There are about 63 per 

cent households where 5 to 10 members are found in a famil'y. Size wise 

distribution of households has been shown in the following table. 
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Table III.G.4. 

Distribution of Badia families according to size 

Category Number • Percentage ' ' 

Single Member 1 '2.33 

2-4 Members 11 25.58 ' 

5-7 Members 14 32.56 ' . ' 
' 

8 - 1 0 Members 13 30.23 

11-15 Members 3 6.98 ' 
. More than 15 Members 1 2.33 I 

Total No. of Household 43 100.00 

Average Family Size 6.86 
; 

Nature of composition of the families is slightly different in Bablabona 

village. Presence of some joint families is noticed though tendency towards 

nuclear type is evident. About 70 per cent of total households are of nuclear type 

while 19 per cent are of joint! extended type of families.· FLwther details are 

available from table no. II!.G.5. 

Table III.G.5. 

Distribution of Badia families according to type: 

Type of Family Number . Percentage 
Single Member 1 2.33 I. 

Incomplete I Broken 1 2.33 
Conjugal 1 2.33 
Complete Nuclear 29 . 67.44 ' 
Nuclear with Additional Member 3 . 6.98 
Patrilineal Joint 6 13.95 
Fraternal Joint 1 .. .2.33 

· Extended I Other 1' 2.33 
Total No. of Family 43 100.00. 
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Extent of land holding is not high though Bablabona is an old village and 

the Badias are said to be champion in agriculture. About 47 per cent of 

households do not have any plot of land for cultivation. Heads of nearly 40 per 

cerit of households can be termed as marginal farmers. Fourteen per cent of total 

households fall under the category of small farmer. Only one family possesses 

more than 5 acres of cultivable land. Distribution of households according to size 

of landholding has been shown in the following table. 

Table III.G.6. 

Distribution of Badia households according to the size of landholding 

(Cultivable land) 

Size of Land Holding Number .Percentage 

Household with no Agricultural Land 20 46.51 

Upto 1 Acre of Agricultural Land 1 o. 23.26 

1.01 - 2 Acres of Agricultural Land: 5 11.63 
\ 

I 

2.01_- 2.5 Acres of Agricultural Land 1 2.33 

I 2.51 - 5 Acres of Agricultural Land 6 13.95 

5.01 - 10 Acres of Agricultural Land 1 2.33 

More than 1 0 Acres of Agricultural Land 0 ---

Total No. of Household 43 100.00 .. 

Nearly 50 per cent of the Badia households in Bablabona village are 

considered as poor as annual income of these people do not cross the line of 

Rs. 8,500. Only 30 per cent of households have an annual income range of Rs. 

8,500 - 15,000. Members of 20 per cent of the households have earned more 

than Rs. 15,000 per annum from all sources. Among them 7 per cent have a high 
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income of above Rs. 30,000 per year. Studied households are distributed in the 

table below according to income category. 

Table III.G.7. 

Distribution of households as per annual income 

Income Category Number Percentage 

Upto Rs. 4,000/- 3 6.98 

Rs.4,000/- to Rs.6,200/- 13 30,23 

Rs.6,200/- to Rs.8,500/- 5 11.63 

Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11 ,000/- 6 13.95 

Rs.11 ,000/- to Rs.15,000/- 7 16.28 

Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000/- 6 13,95 

More than Rs.30,000/- 3 6,98 

Total No. of Household 43 100,00 

Literacy state of the Badias in Bablabona is not satisfactory. Only 43 per 

cent of people above the age of 5 years can be considered as literate. Male

female ratio of literates is 3 : 2. Literacy rate is not also expected to be high in 

next generation as only· 30 per cent of the students are going to school at 

present. The picture of literacy among the people and distribution _C?f students are 

shown in the following tables : 
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Table III.G.8 (a). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Without considering Children) 

Category Male Female .. Total 

Number. 0/o . Number . %.. Nun1ber % 
' 

Literates without Standard 3 25.00 9 . 75,00 12 100.00 

1,89 6.62 . 4.07 

I - IV Standard 39 65,00 2t 3_5.00 60 100.00 
'' ., 

; ·' 

24.53 15.44. 20.34 

V -VIII Standard 10 55.56 8 44.44 18 100,00 
;.. 

6,29 5,88 ..• ,. 6.10 
.. • _' _:.:-,' 

IX & X Standard 6 75.00 2: :2s.oo 8 100.00 
' 

,· ', 

3.71 -1..47.·· 2]1 
·'·· .... . . 

M.P. I H.S. 0 --- 0: .. --- '0· ---
I· 

1: '• ' ; . .. 
.. -· . . --- --- - ---

... ···- ·-· -

B.A. /M.A. 3 100,00 . o· ' 3 100.00 L ---
; i 

' 
1.89 --· ... ., 1.02 

. . : . 

Total Literates 61 60.40 AQ '39.60. ·101' 100.00 
I ' 

' . ~ .. 

38.37 . 29.41 34.24 

Total Ill iterates 98 50.51: 96 49.49 194 . 100,00 
.. ' ·,, ") .·..,-

l •.'·· 

68,63 70,59·' .. 65.76 
. .. -- .,....._-

Total Population 159 53.90 136 : 46;1() .295 100.00 
' . ' .. 

I _; ... .. '· '.-. 

100.00 . 100.00 ,;._ .. 
"'- . 100.00 

'. . -;. -. . -··-··· 
' . . .;r .. ·c . 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area , ·_ 
. ~cl:. • ·:.·: -, 

! ... _:. 

·.;•< . 

·. ,·. 
:·' ,-.;·· 

... 
J ,·. 
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Table III.G.8(b). 

Literacy State of the Badias (Considering Children) 

Category Male ,Female Total 
NumbeF % Number %. Number % 

Literates without Standard 3 25.00 9 75.00 12 100.00: 
2.29 8.65 5.11 

I - IV Standard 39 65.00 21 35.00 60 100.00 
-.29.77 20.19. 25.54 

V - VIII Standard 10 55.56 8 44.44 18 100.00 
' 7.63 7.69 7.66 

IX & X Standard 6 . 75.00 2 25.00 8 100.00 
4.58 1.92 3.41 

M.P. I H.S. 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

- --- ---
B.A. I M.A. 3 .. -100.00 0 --- 3· 100.00 

2.29· --- 13.28 
Total Literates 61' ·soAO'· . ,40 39.60 101 100,00 

46.57'• 38.46 42.99 
Total Illiterates : 

70 52.24. 64 47.76 134 100.00 
53A3 61.54 57.03 

Total 131 55.75. 104 44.25 235 100.00 
' .. 
100.00 100.00 100.00 

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in t! :e shaded area. 

Table III.G.9. 

Standard and sex wise distribution of the Badia Students 

Category Male '• Female Total 
NumbeF % Number 

-
% Number .% 

I - IV Standard 16 59.26 : 11 40.74 27 100,00 
.. 

84.21 84.62 83.87 
V - VIII Standard 2 66.67. ,. 1 33.33 3 100,00 

10.53 .. 7.69 9.38 ' 
IX & X Standard 1 ·so.oo 1' 50.00 2 1 00.00· 

.. '·' 

5.26 7.69 6.25 
XI & XII Standard 0 --- 0 --- 0 ---

.. ., --- ---
B.A. I M.A. 0 ___ ,. 

., 0 --- 0 ---,, 

--- ·' .... ---
Total Students 19· 59.38: ' .: 13· 40.62 32 100.00 

100.00' 100.00 100.00 
N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in the shaded area.· 

. :-
~. . . 

;,.· 

•' ' 

j ,· '". 



IIX 

Occupational structure of the studied population shows that there is limited 

diversification in this village. The striking feature in regard to occupation is that no 

women are allowed to work outside the four walls of their houses. Females are 

solely restricted in household work. Incidence of child labour is negligible. Only two 

children have assisted their parents in agricultural field. Except three persons all 

other adult male workers are to some extent related with agricultural activities .. 

About 65 per cent male workers are engaged in agricultural work of their own land. 

One person is teaching in Madrasha and another person is engaged in service as 

mechanic. Following table shows the distribution of people according to their 

involvement in different occupations: 

Table III.G.10. 

Occupational Structure of the Badias in Bablabona 

. Category I, Male Female Total 

1: ' 

,, Adult Child Total· ·Adult Child Total Male Female :Total 

Household Work 0 ·a ,0 62 0 62 Q, 62 62 
' 

Cultivation 43 2 45 0 0 0 45 0 45 
' i 

Agricultural labour 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 2 
' ; 

: 

Daily Labour* 19 0 19 0 0 0 19 ; 0 19 

Business@ 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Service I Teaching 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 2 

' 

Total Working 67 2 69 62 0 62 69 62 131· 
Population 

; 
' 

Percentage of 85.9 2.5 '43.4: :91-.2 --- . 43.4 '45,..6 44.4 ---
' 

Working People ' 
I 

( * includes all sorts of wage labour, @ includes traders and middlemen ) 
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Salient Features of Seven Settlements 

All the seven settlements under study are in rural areas and three of them 

are very close to the respective Block Head Quarters. Road communication and 

transportation facilities are developed in only one of these three settlements. So, 

physically, the· settlements urider study are almost isolated. Barring Bablabona 

all the settlements are of recent origin. The oldest one · of the other six 

settlements is hardly of forty years old. Reason for migration to these settlements 

is mainly economic. The Badia people of Oarjiling and North Dinajpur districts 

are of the opinion that they settled in these two districts. to get rid of poverty. 

They have been experiencing repeated flood occurrences in their place of origin .. 

Agricl}ltural resources have been limited. In order to maintain their families they. 

moved towards northernmost part of West Bengal. Initially they got involved in 

earth work of various development projects like Hyde! Electricity Project. 
. . . 

Extension of railway lines,· Teesta Barrage Project etc. Gradu9lly they seWed in, 

these bastis purchasing. land with much lower rate compared to that ·of their 

earlier habitations. Since 1968 they have settled in Oarjiling and North Dinajpur . 

districts. 

Altogether 2716 persons are found living in these seven settlements in 

455 households. On the basis of primary data collected through fieldwork it has ·. . ~- . 

been revealed that they have· an average sex ratio of 929 though in two 

settlements it is more than 1 000. Fifty two per cent of the population belonged to · 

:. ' . 

· .. · .. 
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the category of children below 15 years of age. About 60 per cent of total 

population have not yet been married. 

Most ofthe people are marriedat a lower age as it is found that niean age 

at marriage is 16.98 years. Out of 492 married people eight cases of polygyny 

have been reported. Rate of divorce is n~t high and remarriage is not forbidden. ·• 
. . . . ,, 

Out of 1 053 ever married people one male is ·f~und having the status of" divorcee 
·! ... 

whereas eight females have divorced/ separated status. 

Preliminary Census data collected from 455 households show that on an 

' 
average six persons live in a household. One- third of total households possess 

less than four members. Small fa.mify norm is not followed- by majority of the 
. . . 

. .-. . . . ' . ·- . 

Badias though they. have a tendency to live in nuclear type of family. Only ten 

per cent of total households are considere·d as of joint type. 

Literacy rate is 43 per cent among the Badias·. Females are; lagging much· 

behind the males in respect of literacy. For the males the literac{rate is about 50 

per cent whereas fm the females it is only 36.5 per cent. Among the' literates 

majority (more than 70%) have read upto class IV. Only 17.5 per cent of total 

literates belong to the secondary stage of formal education.· Percentage of 

literate people beyond Madhyamik (S~hool Final) standard is negligible . 

. , .. ;,: 

.. : .· r,,. 

. -.,_,. ,. ' ; :, 
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The Badias do not possess much land though they are said to be 

champion in agricultural practices. Only 10 per cent of the households belong to 

. the category of small farmer as they hold 2.5 acres to 5 acres of cultivable land. 

About 90 per cent of the household have either a landholding size of upto· 2.5 

acres (42.9%) or without any land in their possession (46.2°/o). 

'·' •.' 

A little more than thirty per .cent of people are engaged 1n gainful 

employment. Among the earners, three- fourth. are males·. Females mostly earn 

through rolling bidi at home. Participation of women in agricultural field' is noticed 
0 • • ' ~ ~ ' 

but the rate of such work is negligible. 

·The Badias of these :;:;ettlements are. to be considered as poor because 
' ., 

the average annual family income is oniy,R;, 11,58S. Members of sixty per cent 

of the households live below poverty ._line with an annual income below Rs. 

11,000 in their family. Only about three per cent of the hOuseholds have an 

annual income above Rs. 30.000 from all sources~ 

A summary table on demography, and socio-economic conditions of the 
' ' . 

Badias in the settlements under study is appended below in order to have a 

" 

comprehensive picture of the research setting : 

'\: 

'· t • 

. .<,,.';: :·· 

: 
, ,'i' I ''- ., , .... ', 

'',, 
•'!,; . ' ; . ~ 
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Table No. III.H.1. 

Characteristics of Seven Settlements 

Characteristics Chikan Maida Murshid· Nitbazar Uttar . Daksh1n . r Bablabo Total % 
mati basti a bad Dhamar. Dham . na 

basti' · gach argach 

Population 298 246 762 254 355 506 295 2716 ---

Male 163 130 378 134 174 270 159 1408 51.8 
·, 

Female 135 116 384 120 181 236 136 1308 48.2 

Sex Ratio 829 893 . 1016 896 1041 875 856 929 ---

No. of Children · 159 128 393. 1-37 . '185 264 149 1415 52.1 

below15 years) 

Children( Male) 85 65 185 '70 96 145 81 727 51.4 
r 

Child( Female) 74 63 208 67 89 119 68 688 48,6 

No. of persons '139 118 369, 
: 
117 170· 242 146 1301 47.9 

; 

above 15 years ' '·' 

Adult Males 78 65 ;t93" 64: 78 : 125 78 681 52.3 
; 

Adult Females 61 . 53 ; 176, i 53 92 • 117 68 620 46.7 . ' 
. '. ' 

Unmarried 200 136 '456 '159·-
; 

217 :315: 180 1663 q1 .. 2 
i. 

Population' 

UnmarriedMale 116 . 76 :232 89. 112 . 177 104 906 54,5 
! 

Unmarr.Female 84 60 224 70 105 138 76 757 45,5 

No. of persons 94 107 . 282. 88·· 127 184 110 992 36.5 
' . 

Married only 

Married Male 47 53 141 43 61 92 55 492 49,6 

Married Female 47 54 141- 45 66 92 55 500 50.4 

Widower 0 1 4. 2 1 1 0 9 0.33 
' ' . ' 

·, ... ·, 1•.' contd ..... 

,.:.'·. : .. · 



Characteristics Chikan Maida Murshid Nitbazar 

mati · betsti a bad 
r bastt ! 

Widow 3 2 12 5. 

Divorced Male 0 0 1 0 

Divo/\3eparated 1< 0 7 0 
' 

Female 
' 

Mean age at 16.59 15.62 I, 17.47 16.55 
·, 

Marriage 

Number of 82. 102 243 52 

Literates 
' 

Literate Male 55 58 . 169 '28 

Literate Female 27 44 74 24 

Literacy Rate# . 32.9· 52.3 40.4 . 25.1 

Male Lit Rate# 37.9, 57.4 53.6 26.2 
; 

Female 26.0: ·46.8 25:.8 .24.0 

. Literacy Rate# ' 
: 

i 
! 

Literate Without 0 12 :73, ·r 11 
l i 

Standard 
.. ' 

' 
r 

LWS Male. 0 7 r 44 : 1 

LWS Female 0 5 : 29· 0· 

Pry. Standard 59 68 126 41 

Pry.Std.Male . 40 34 :s3 20 

Pry.Std Female 19 34 43 21 

Literates upto 19 21 43 10 
'· 

Class X Std. ! . 

' 
'. 

X std. Male . 12 '16 41 7 

X Std. Female 7 5 !:2' 3. 

M.P./ H.S.Pass 4 0 Q: 0 

(#excludes children below 6 years); 

Uttar Dakshin 

Ohamaf Dham. 

gach argach 

10 6 

0 0 

0 0 

16.89 16.87 

174 189 

95 111 

79 78 

57.6 46.9 

62.5 52.4 

52.7 40.8 

4 3 

2 1 

2 2 

144 165 

77 95 

67 70 

25 21 

15 15: 

10 6 

1 0 

Babiabo Total 
na 

5 43 

0 1 

0 8 

. 17.92 16.98 

101 943 

61 577 

40 366 
: 

42.9 43.0 

46.6 49.6 

38.5-· '35.5 

' 

1-2 
: 
105 

: 
~3 58 

9 :47 

60 663 

'39 388 
l 

21 ·275 

26 .165 ' 

' 
16 '122 

' 10 43 

:0 .. ,5 

contd ..... · 

% 

1.58 

0.04 

. 0.29 

---

34.7 

.. .. 
---

---

---

I 
11 ,1: .. 

55..2 

.44.8 

70.3 

58.5 

: 41.5: 

. 17.5 

73.9 

26.1' . 

0.53. 
i 

I 

I 
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Characteristics Chikan Maida Murshid Nitbazar Uttar Oakshin Bablabo !Total i 
% 

·mati basti a bad Dhamar Oham na 
I 

basti gach· . argach j: 
'. , I· 

M.P./H.S.Male 3 0 0 0 1 0 10 !4 i ' ; 80 0 

M.P/H .. Female t 0 0 0 0 0 10 I' 1 20 0 
ji 

Total B.AIM.A. 0 1* 1 0 0 0 I 2+1* 
i 

3+2*· i 0.53 

B.A./M.A. Male 0 1* 1 0 0 0 . 1 2+1 ... : 3+2* '100 0 

B.AIMAFemale 0 0 0 0 o. 0 \0 I o . ': 00 00 
i· i . 

Total Students 70 43 117 42 85 73 j 32 'j462 '2,.1 I 
I i.' ' 

Male Students 47 20 75 20 54 42 
I 

19 1277 60.0 ! 
Fern. Students 23 23 42 22 31 31 : 13 185 . 40·0 

; : 

%Of Female 32.9 53.5 35.9 52.4 . 36.5 42.5· \ 40.6 ·I 18.0 ---
' 

Students 
: lt ;.:. ; ,, 
~~ j: i ,. 

Total Earners 88 62 183 80 175 • 236: .. ! 69 . . ! 893·' 32·88 . "I , 
' . r .. .. ;:, 

Total Non- Earners 210 184 639 174 180 270· .j 226 I 1823 ~. 67 "2 
' ·I ,. ,. 

Work Participation 29.53 25.20 24.02 31.50 . 49.30 46.64~ I 2339. i 32 88 ---
' Rate ... ,; ' ··'; ... 

; 
) 

; 1~ . 

Number of 43 41 130 46 : 60' )92 ... 43. 455 
1 

' I '. l : 
I 

Household I·· .. .. . 

. i: .. 1 

Household Size 6.93 6.00 5.86 5.52. 5.92.' 5.50: •. :6.86. 5.97' 
i', 

Single-member 0 1 2 0 3. 
.. 
2 ;,g, •l ;) 

2-4 members 8 15 44 17 : 15 32 ., ·. :. 11 ; 142 
' 

1; .. I·'· ,. 

5-7 members 18 16 53 11· 26• 3H •'', : l4. .1.182 .. 
::' 

8 - 1 0 members. 14 6 23 12 15 1'6' .'' 13· )'99. 
;· 

More than 1 0 m 3 3 8 0 1 .,'4. ' •4 ''i:23 '' ., 

(*Arable degrees equivalent to B.A. and M.A. have been incorporated). . ... 

·contd ... 
. : :. ' 

':. 
. ,' ,:'' 

.... ·. 
,. ,,·,. . ~·:. ··: .. -... . . 

,. . . ~ . . . ~ ' 

·.t. 

. ·. . : ;:., 
: 1;~ ' ~: • 

'" \. 

. . ~ • • i-

~-). ' 1 ·- '. 
',.: . .. , 

. j 
... ·.; 

... •; 

---.. 

-·--

1.98 

.• 3.1:2 

•. 40.0 

21.8 

• 5.05 



Characteristics Chikan Maida 

mati basti 

( 
c.. I ncomplete/Bro 1 t 

ken Family 

Conjugal 1 3 

Family 

Complete 35 25 

Nuclear Family 

Suppi.N.Family 2 2 

Joint Family 4 10 

Landless 9 9 

Households ·, 

Marginal Land- 21 28 

Owner 

Small Land- 13 2 

Owner 

Medium and Big 0 '2 

Land- Owner 

Annual Family Income 23 25 
upto Rs. 11 ,CJJJ/-

Rs.11 ,000 -30,000/- 18 13 

More than 2 3 
Rs.3D,OOO/~ 

Average Annual 16721 12951 
Income per family 

in Rupees 

Murshi Nitbazar Uttar 

dabad Dhamar 

basti: gach· 

10 3 5 
; 

., 

8 3 2 
; 

86 36·, : ' 431 

'· ,, 

10 : 4 4· 

16 0 6 

55 '• .22., . ' 38.: ·i. 
• J ~· • 

' .. 

' ' .. , : : 

JO: 16 '13.: 
... . , .. . . ·'· 

' · . . ' 
'5:. : 

.. :T, 8 : 

'· ,• 

.. ' ' : : 
: :' 

.. 
0 1. t . ,•' ' ·,. •, -.. ·· ) .. 

'!" \ '' 
···-. '•·.· 

'· ';, 

'97 31' ' . : 35' 
'. 

' 
.. 

: ;, . ., ,,,, 
. , 

'32 : 12 24..: 
.. 

! 
.. 

i' 

t 3 ' t• : 
' 

., 
' .. '· . ' '·' 

·. . ~ ·' ' . \: i 
: 

.9454 10978 ·' 12475 
: 

.: .,. 
:_ ;,;_,' 

: 
'i ! 

'· 
i ., 

! '· .,, .. ,, :'-·· .. ·- ·' ''· •' 
., 

i ' 

" ,!: . ·l .·,_ ... \ 

;··',•• I.' . 

•··· •. ·2 .)'•, .. /·' '·.-
(' :·._, 

'•'.; . . :, :.- ' ~ .. · ., 

~ . ; : .. , ... 

-,:'',',I 
':- ' ..... l . :. ;: 

'' ·_, .. 
·,,'. ,·, 

·-·r. 
\;. 

. !.·: '!:. 

. · ... , . 
- -·.: ' 

'···:·',,.';',I' 

'. 
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Oakshin Bablabo Total ~ Dham· na 

argach 

5 2 27 5,93 

11 1 29 6,37 

•70 ,. 
29 324 71.2 

3 3 28 6.15 

3 8 47 10.3 
,. 

57 20 210 46.2 

: 31' 16 195 42.9 

' 

4 6 45 9.89 
! 

I~ i 

o· r 5 1 I 110 
., I' I I 

60 : 27 298 65.49 

'3~ 13 144 31.65 

0 3 13 2.86 
; 

' 

11005 12233 11585 ---
.. 



Chapter IV 

Aspects ofMaterial Culture 

Dwellings 

In the areas under study the Badias live in the houses locally called as 

ghar. These houses are looked like hutment. Top of the hutment is thatched with 
;,. 

straw sloped through two sides (do~c~ala) or sometimes four sides (char-chala). 
,,, ·•. ,1. •· 

The walls of these huts are mad~ up of mud and bamboo strips. These types of 

houses are called kutcha houses.· Pucca houses with brick walls and concrete 
,, 

roof are rarely found. Few houses· are there with brick walls and roofed with 

corrugated tin. These huts are 1nainly. stretched through lanes and bye lanes 

·, 

_forming a lineal pattern in the two sides of the roads. A cluster of houses is 

noticed where the families have' formed into a number of nuclear families 
. ' - ~ 

breaking joint ones. But they • pr~fer to· settle lineally, and, therefore, the 

settlement is stretched longitudinally with high density. 

Badia houses are fenced with bamboo strips or jute sticks in such a way 

that outsiders would fail to peep fn through the houses. There is an open area · 

called u.than in many hou_ses. Sometimes three or four domiciles share an uthan. 
-'.: ••. '! 

In such cases the households are settled around the open· area. But in most 

cases an uthan is used by a sing'le household and is surrounded by .various 
· .. ·, ,,·',· ;, 

... · 
,·} 

·'' -

·' ', .. 
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rooms of that particular household. These rooms are used for living, cooking. 

keeping crops and domestic animals. 

·, 

The open area, walls and floors are besmeared with cow dung after 

sweeping by broomsticks. The rubbish as well as cow dung from the cow shed 

and fowl sty collected in the morning in a worn-out basket and thrown into a 

rubbish heap or a pit on the side of the main road. Sometimes the rubbish heap 

is seen in the kitchen-garden because these are used as manure. Badias also 

make cow dung cake and use them as fuel. for cooking. 

Kitchen is not always confined to a room. A hearth is made on the court 
' 

yard or sometimes in the uthan. Fuel and fire wood for cooking are kept by the 

side of the hearth. A room specially used for kitchen is found in, well:.. to-do 

families only. 

Guest room is an out house of the Badias. Just at the entrance they make 

a room where guests are entertained and the aged people of the household live .. · 

It is norma!!y isolated from the other rooms of the household. A cot c:overed with 

mat is placed in the guest room. \1\/ooden chairs and tables are ai"so kept in the 

guest room. 

Living room is situated opposite to the entrance and/or guest room. \Nater 
. . ' 

containers and grain reservoirs known as k~this are kept in the courtyard by the· .. 

side of the living room. Wooden cot covered with home-stitched clothes (kantha) 

·are placed in the living room with some essential furniture like alna, cupboards 

etc. A trunk made up of tin is also noticed in the living room. Utensils: ar~ also 

kept in the living room in absence ofseparate kitchen. 

. .. · .. ' 

.·, 
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Domestic Articles 

The Badias prefer to use utensils like thala, bati, glass, gamla, pik-dani, 

kalsi, etc. made up of mainly bell-metal. A jug or badna is a· must in their 

household. Now-a-days use of steel plates and other utensils of plastic and. 

stainless steel are used in vogue.· 

Other equipment and implements are scattered in the courtyard and are · 

stfuck from the notches of the walls/ceilings of the households. Wooden husking 

lever is also found in some families. 

Domestic Animals 

Cows, buffaloes and goats are the important livestock of the Badias. 

These are kept with high care specially in Darjeeling and North Dinajpur districts 

because of theft menace. So cow shed is built strong enough and well protected 

in most of the Badia households. 

Food a.nd Drinks 

Rice is the staple food for the Badias. Along with rice· they take pulses, 

vegetables and fish as an ordinary daily meal. Meat I beef is taken occasionally 

in the average Badia families. During social occasions and festivals they take· 

Polao(fried rice), Simui and beef. Kalai ruti I uti or the chapati made up of kalai 

dal (black gram) is a kind of special dish found among the· Badias. Usually the 

Bengalis prefer to take chapati made from atta· or Wheat flour but the Badias. 

prepare chapati mixing the dust of black gram with ric~ dust. Three-fou'rth of atta 

' . 
or rice dust is mixed with one-fourth amount of kalai atta for making ordinary· 

kalai ruti/ uti. Most of the Badias are used to take kalai ruh.with green chilies. 

;' ', "J,. 

. . . . ·-/ 
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Daily Consumption of Food 

Sometimes the kalai ruti is consumed with roasted brinjal (fruit of egg 

plant) and paste of garlic. This is normally taken at night. Breakfast is known as 

lahari/ lahar pani by the Badias. In the morning the Badias prefer to take chapati 

made from rice atta called chitua ruti/ chitiya. Water is poured with rice powder 

and the thickened mixture (manda) is placed on the tawa to prepare chitua ruti/ 

. chitiya. It is taken along with milk and jiggery (molasses) or sugar. Stale rice is 

also taken in the morning. 

Vegetables and tender jute leaves are often taken by many Badias along 

with green chilies. Major meals are taken two times a day and a light tiffin is 

taken in the morning only. With the help of pumpkin and kalai they prepare a 

delicious small cake locally known. as bari. These baris are prepared only in 
; . ' . . 

winter. During winter season Pituli or:rice ball is also made by the Badias and 

consumed with molasses. The Badias, therefore,· are used to take both hot and 

. '1V 
sweet dishes. Occasional· sweet dishes· are called Adharasa or Malpoa and 

. A 

Aikhyar khir. Aikhyar khir is prepared from rice powder and molasses or sugar_ 

All these are the traditional food habits of the Badias. Now-a-days a lot of 

changes have occurred even among the Badias of poor families living in rural 

areas. They have developed the habit of taking tea: In the morning many Badias 

take biscuits and breads along with tea. Stale rice is taken by the daily labourers 

at noon. Kalai ruti has been replaced by chapati of wheat flour though once 

Badia was synonymous with kalai r~tL Traditional dishes-- ~ere- prepared in 

earthen cookeries but now-a-days ·stainless still and bell metal are used 
-;, 

I /> '''• 
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extensively. They consider that food items prepared 1n bell metal 1s good for 

health. 

( Occasional Consumption of Food 

Apart from the regular dishes the Badias have their own or i;ldigenous diet 

charts prescribed for the' ailing persons including pregnant and lactating 

mothers. For example the pituli prepared with atta. and molasses mixed with 

. ginger is offered to the mothers after delivery. This is considered delicious as 

well as nutritious item of food. 

Habits of drinking liquor is rarely found in .Badia society. Some of them 

have a taste of it occasionally: Khaini is profoundly chewed by them. 

Dress and Ornaments 

It has been observed that the Badias living in the settlements under study 

lead their life with austier garbs. The males normally wear· lungi Napkin 

(gamchha) is used by them traditionally. They feel comfortable wearing !ung! and' 

gamchha. These are also· considered helpful for them as most of them are 

engaged in agriculture or similar type of hard labour. Nevertheless they realize 

that it is hygienic as well as of religious importance to wear lungi and gamchha. 

Drops of urine may come in contact with the trousers but not with th~ !ungi.. 

Hence they have no restriction to read namaj with the same dress. This is not 

possible if they wear trousers all the time. The trousers become polluted W!th the 

drop of urine and, therefore, isforbidde-n. Hence they enjoy the utility of lung! to 

its full extent. Young· boys were pajamas, halt panV full pant and shirts. Vests 

and underwear are infrequently.used by them. 
. . - . . 

Maulovi tries to maintain, a distinctiveness from the common people· 
·,' 

wearing white pajama and punjabi with a cap (fez). This does not mean that h~ 



( 
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has discarded the habit of. wearing lungi. But one thing is strictly followed by the. 

Maulovis-that they change their dresses before. performing namaj. 

Females in Badia society normally wear saree. Young females prefer to 

wear bright coloured saree while· the .aged and widows wear light coloured 

sarees. Before marriage they use churidar/ saloar kamij and saree. Frocks, p<:mts 

the Badias. Married females have a tradition to cover their faces with the saree 

(ghomta) so that an outsider is unable to see their face. 

Badia women normally stay at home with minimum. ornaments and· . 

adornments. They use bangles of glass or plastics, ear ring (pasha) and nose 
. . 

pin made up of silver. Economic condition has a direct relation with the use of 

ornaments. Solvent Badia women do have a craze for wearing ornaments of 

gold. Otherwise they are satisfied with silver ornaments. However they prefer to 

use following items while they sef out for an outing or some visitors are expected. 

to come in some social occasions : 

1. Tikli and Sithyapati ---. a rare type of ornament used by aristocrat 

. ·, .·. 

. · ... 

--.,,. 

·-~. '. ': ' i: '-' ·. ·. 
. 'i 

ladies on their forehead by the sides of the line of bifurcation of hair ··<·~,,~ ,_-··. · 

(sithi). ; ··'.': l' :'' 
'1, ·-. 

2. Hasuli and Tabij ---- ·these are kinds of locket of cylindrical' shape-..... . 
'·• 

''• 

Either a piece of large size or a number of small piece~ tied' with black· _:· :· 
... ·_ 

or red thread are worn on neck. ,_:- :· .. 

·,, 
·,; 

3. Makri, Pasha and Dul ---- these are different types of ear rings;. ' : ~ ; · ... 
;,t 

4. Lulkibali and Lakmachi ---- various types of nose pins. 
> ••• 

' 
5. Baju, Tara, Anantabala and Gabful different types of armlets used ..- ... . . . -- ' 

'.-,, 

by Badia women. 

·.-· ~ . 
. · .. \ 
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6. Bangles ---- golden, silver and bronze bangles are u":-'d by them. 

7. Rings ---- both silver and golden rings are found to use by males and 

females. 

8. Mal, Athanki and Jaltaran a pair of these ornaments are used by 

Badia women on legs over the ankles. 

A remarkable thing is noticed in this context. They avoid using figurative 

ornaments. It is probably because of non-acceptance of idol in lsla~ic principle. 

Tattooing is also not found in their body. 

Games & Sports 

Children and youths in Badia society play a number of gi:m1es and sports 
', :' .· 

such as football, kabadi, gadi etc. Competition on these sports are· organised at 

the village level. Inter-village and inter-club tournaments o'n football ··have also 

been organized in some areas. Apart from these recognized sports the children 
' . ' 

' ' 

pass their leisure time playing lukochuri, dang gun, kana machhi. buri chhoya, 

ekka-dokka and marble. Marshal arts like wrestling and archery ha.ve also been 

practised by some youths. Swimming (hellu) is rarely practised by them. Girls of 
' ' 

tender age do engage in jhullu or merry ring hanged from the bra(,lches of tall 

and old plants. 

Domestic Activities 

Adult Badia males are normally engaged in various gainful· employment 
. ' .' 

while the young and women perform the household activities:: AgriculturaL work 

has also been performed by some Badia women in addition, to their domestic 

work. Bidi rolling has developed as a househ~ld industry. i~ rnany families 
; .. · 

specially those who have migrated from Murshidabad district. The children below . 

the age of 15 years help in household activities. They look ~fter theiryounger 

( :··:· 
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brothers and sisters, carry meals for thei·- parents as and when work in th~ 

agricultural field and look after the cattle. Concept of leisure time is absent 

among the Badia women. The Badia males do roam here and there and go to 

market place without any business_ but the females do not have such time to 

spend. They keep themselves engaged in any short of work even stitching 
. . 

clothes or preparation of broom sticks in between the heavyduties of household 

chores. 

Badia women enjoy stitching nice clothes (kantha) with the help of dhaga 

-and worn out sarees. They ·also me3ke hand fans with palm leaves.· Badia males 
. . 

are found engaged in preparing earthen wares, handicrafts· of jute, wood and 
' 

bamboo. They prepare kuthi from bamboo and mud in which they keep the crop's 

throughout the year. 

Personal Appearances and Cleanliness · 

Generally the Badia people living in rural' areas do take bath in ponds and 

streams. Both males and females take a dip and change their clothes on the 

bank .of pond/ stream. Infrequent use_ of soap is noticed among them but they 

srnear mustard oil (mainly the. males) on their· body. Shaving beard and 
. . 

mustache is done by themselves:· It is· also noticed during fieldwork that Badia . . 
. . . . ' ' . . 

people do cut head hair ofthe fDembersof their own_ community. They feel that 

·. . 
the application of mustard oil keep their skin out of disease. Rate of infestation of 

worm is high and the people mostly -mOve bare footed.· Females have lice on 

their head. 
. ), . 

. ' ' : . ·"'; :. .·· .. 

The Badias have the habit of throwing_ the refuse: in and around their 
:; 

houses. The waste materials collected from co~ ~h~d and fowl sty are heaped or . 

thrown into a particular pit. Cow dung is converted to dung cake which is used as 
:,1 



fuel. Drainage and sanitation have not so developed in their locality as it is found 

in the-settlements under study. 

~ Faiths and Fears 

... 

By tradition the Badias do not believe in any of occult practices. 

Generally they ·do not suffer from superstitions but some sorts of such beliefs 

and practices are found in the studied areas. They try to avoid taking meals 

sitting on the door with a fear that such .type of activity will lead to economic 

hardship in their family: The children put the .little finger of right arm on mouth 

and the little finger of left arm on the navel seeing a chamellion. 

Filthy wcir,ds are highly used by them but those are restricted to their 

community members only. Elderly persons consider the use of filthy words as an 

act against their religion. Therefore, they utter "tobah" on hearing such words. 

Hand fan is struck on the earth whenever It touches the body of an ailing 

person. Broom .... stick is also hanged on the door of the atur ghar expecting the .., . '. 

avoidance of evil spirits·. 

Observation 

In the studied areas it has been found that the Badias are mostly 

living in thatched houses: Pucca houses with brick walls and concrete roof are 

rarely found. The walls of the thatched houses are mainly made up of mud 
. . . . . 

supported with bamboo splits as and when necessary. Many. houses are found, 

specially in Darjiling district, having no mud walls. The sides of the rooms are 

built either with splitted bamboo or simply with jute sticks. The Badia houses are 

arranged lineally on both sides· of,. roads. The settlements have normally 

developed by the side of a riverorstre~m. 

I 
I 
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Badias- do· keep- buffaloes- am:l cows~- in - their: households.· 

Domesticated animals have an economic value to them as these are helpful for: .. · . 
• ~ l , ' 

agriculture and transportation. 

Rice is the staple food of the Badias. They are also found taking · 
'.:1,, 

kalai-ruti (chapati made from black gram). As an ordinary meal they take rice with, ... 

vegetables, pulses and fish. Meat and· polao (fried rice) a~e occassional dishes : ·. · 

for the Badias. A major section of the Badias are found taking simply rice with dal · 

or fried jute leaves at noon. When economic condition permits they prepare 

delicious dishes like simui, malpoa, pituli (sweet rice ball) etc_ Alcoholism is . ·. · 

extremely limited in Badia society. The utensils used by the Badias are mainly of. 

stainless steel and bell-metal. 

Regarding dress and ornaments,~it has been noticed that the Badia. 

males and females mostly wear lungi and saree respectively. Younger 

generation use pant and saloar-kamij. Use of \.vhite cap (fez) is occasionally· 

noticed. Badia women are found wearing various ornaments made of silver on : 

their nose and ears. 

Badias do prepare many equipments arid furnitures as a part of their-

handicrafts. They make kuthi (container of grains) with bamboo splits by~ . ' . . 

themselves. Badia women are found engaged in stitching clothes (kantha) as an . 

activity of their pastime. 

Some sort of superstitious activities are performed by the Badias in:, .. : : 

I I~ . 

the settlements under study. They think that such activities are helpful . for ·• . , 

economic prosperity and betterment of their body and mind. 
. '1 ' 

. '.· :: :,, . 

.'. ( .. · 



Chapter V 

Economic Pursuits 

An attempt has been made here to provide an account of .economic life of 

_the Badias mainly on the basis of primary data collected from the settlements 

under study_ · 
{' . 

'hl'',: . ··,. 

'' •.' 

It is estimated that more than 70 percent of Musl.ims live below poverty 
. . . 

line (Engineer : 1985). Muslims in West Bengal are considered as economically 

backward though approximation of their involvement in· gainful employment in 

both public and private sectors is very difficult. Majority· of them (57%) are 

engaged in agriculture and allied activities_ Bidi rolling is foU.~d ·as one ~--~~~ 
subsidiary occupations (Hussain : 1991.) 

,,,, 

An idea on the occupations of the Badias has already been given in the 
.·' ' 

II' ,,, 

previous chapter on Research Setting_ By tradition the B~dias .are agriculturists 

or. engaged in military force and in the work of castrating ca.ttle_ Engagement in 

the profession of circumcision has been noticed in a village of undivided Bengal. 
' •' ' 

Circumcision "is performed by a group of Muhammedans: · known as badias . 
. ~· ' ; ·: ,' ~ 
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Their profession is to circumcise boys and castrate· domestic animals. The 

( 
badias live. in another village in the locality. They are looked down upon by other 

.,. 
Muhammadans, who will not accept.any food from them or intermarry with them. 

For circumcision the badias generally charge one rupee from the comparatively 

better-off households and eight annas from the average, four annas being the 

rate for the poor households" (Mukherjee, 1971 : 207). 

·~~~ In the seven settlements under study, no person is found 
~ . •,' f 

primarily engaged in circumcision. The. Badias are of the opinion that a special 

training is necessary for such type of work which is presently lacking among 

them. The persons who are doing such type of activity are called hajjam or osta. 

Osta has been identified as an o~cupational group or indigenous group Uat) in 

West Bengal, the members of this group are involved in circumcisi'on (Monda!, 

1994). 

Badias are found in various activities now-a-days. Diversification in 

occupational structure of the Badias has become· possible because of their 

settlements in various areas near town or semi-urban. locality. Sophisticated 

professior~s of physici~n, doctor and advocate have beenfound among them. But 

these professions are restricted ~() certain families living· mainly in urban areas. 

~ • > ' ,, • 

In the rural areas Badia's are· mainly engaged iri agricultural work. Their 

involvement in different types of activities is shown in the table below: 

.) ' 

;)·,, 
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Table No. V.1. 

Sex wise Occupational Distribution of Badias 

Occupation Male Female Total Percentage 
of workers 

Cultivation 231 0 231 18.02 
33.14 -

Ag. Labour 50 7 57 4.45 
7:17. 1.20 

Daily Labour 180 7 187 14.59 
25.82 1.20 

Rickshaw pulling 13 0 13 1.01 
1.86 ---

Business 22 2 24 1.87 
3.16. 0.34 

Service/Teaching 8. 1 9 0.70 
1.15. 0.17 

Masonry 92 1 93 7.25 
13.20 0.17 

Carpentry 62 0 62 4.84 
8.90 --

lronsmithing 1 0 1 0.07 
0.14 ---

Peddling 22 b 22 .· 1.72 
3.16 --- . 

Bidi rolling 3 ,84 87 6.78 
0.43. 14.36. ' . 

Servant/Shepherd 5 3 8 0.62 
0.14 0.51 

Tuition 0 t 1 . 0.07 
- 0.17 

Begging 1 3 4 0.31 
0.14. 0.51 

Household work 3 476 479 37.36 
0.43 81.36 

Total 699(54.37%) 585(45.63%) 1284 100.00 
100.00 100.00 

N~ B. Percentage to column total is placed in shaded area. 

Out of a total population of2716 it is fond that 1284 people are engaged 

in different types of occupation:. But all these 1284 people are not engaged in 

gainful employment. Hence, the dependency ratio is as high as 120.81 among 
' :· . 

... 
; ! 

: ( 

" 



the Badias*. Obviously, work participation rate is very low. About 33 percent of 

total population are engaged in gainful employment. Among the earners involved 

in gainful employment male - female ratio is 4 : 1. Sex wise distribution of 

workers engaged in gainful employment is shown below: 

Table No.V.2. 

Distribution of workers engaged in gainful employment 

Gender. Number of Worker Total Population Percentage . 

Male 696 1408 78.03 

Female 197 1308 21.97 

Total 893 2716 32.88 

Work participation rate has been raised in two settlements by higher 

involvement of women in gainful employment .Distribution of earners and work 

participation rate are shown in the following table: 

Table No.V.3. 

Distribution of earners and Work participation rate 

Category Chika Mal. Mur. Nitbaz Uttar Dakshin Babla Total 

nm'ati- Basti Basti Dhama Dhamar 
ar bona 

rgach gach 

Total Earners 88 62 183 80 175 236 69 893 

Male Earners 88 61 167 77 93 141 69 696 

Female Earner 0 1 16 3 82 95 o. 197 

Total Non- Earners 210 184 639 174 180 270 226 1823 

Work Participation 29.53 25.20 24.02 31.50 49.30 46.64 23.39· 32.88 
Rate 

PopulatiOn below 15 years + PopulatiOn above 60 years 

* Dependency- ratio ::::: X 100; 

Population between 15 and 60 years 

Perce· 

ntage 

32.88 

77.94 

22.06 

67.12 

---
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In general, the Badias are poor people. Only 3 percent of total Badia 

households under study have an annual income of more tha~ Rs.30,000/-' in the 
•.'•• r 

year 1998. Owing to their engagement in various activities income of the Badia 

households has also been varied. According to the annual family. income total' 

households of the studied area have been distributed as follows : 

Table No.V.4. 

; .<; 
Annual Income wise distribution of Households 

Annual Family Income Number of Households Percentage 

Less than Rs.4,000 1- 42 9.23 ., 

' 

Rs.4,000 to Rs.6,200/- 78 17 14: ' 
' . ··•. : 

'' 

Rs.6,200/- to Rs.8,500/- 96 21.09:, 
., '·, ' .·:.•;/ 

Rs.8,500/- toRs. 11,000/- 82 18.02 ,'. . _·; ,' 

I 

Rs.11,000/- to Rs.15,000/- 69 15.16 • 
·' 

Rs.15;ooo/- to Rs.30,000/- 75 : 16.48:,: 
'< 

. I 

More than Rs.30,000/- 13 2.86-

Total 455 100.00 . 
: 

: 

·.·.'._ 

Economic condition of the households is also dependent on the size of 
'' ' 

:·_, ,; ' (•;' "' 

land holding specially the holding of agricultural land. It has been found in the 
'· ·. ·_,'; 

studied settlements that almost fifty percent of the households -are·-··l<:mdless. 
. . ' _:'· .: ,, 

: .. ·; :,·: 

More than forty percent of people are to be considered as marginal farmers as . . . . '· ... '· 
·' .- . '.'. ·:<~ :..\1~·_,;:;:~{ <. :. 

their families hold upto 2.5 acres of cultivable land. Distribution' ofhoi:Jseholds 
~ ' ! ' < ' •• ' .. ~ 

' . :' :~: .. :. -~ ... ~i . . 

according to size of land holding is shown below: ·• i ··. 
';'•• 

"·,· 
. ,f. ' ~.: . 

.·.,· 

'··· ·~ _,_(_.::._; / '{ 

\' r._.· . ' 
... · ,:;; 

. . ... • j • . -~. 
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Table No V.5. 

Distribution of Households according to Size of Landholding · 

Size of holding · Number of Households · Percentage 
: 

Landless 210 46.20. 
i ,. 

Upto 2.5 acres 195 42.90 
' .. 

2.51 acres to 5.00 acres 45 ·9.89 

5.01 acres to 10 acres 5 '1.10' 

More than 1 0 acres --- ---
} 

' . ... 

Total 455 100.00 

Badias are mainly engaged 1n cultivation but · nearly half of their 
'• ,. ' '·'• 

households are having no cultivable land. They have to depend on their labour --

either agricultural or unspecified ones. Business as an occupational pursuit has 

emerged now-a-days. These three sectors of economy have, therefore, been 

elaborately discussed. 

Agriculture 

The Badias are champion in agricultural activities. They have a tradition to. 

cultivate the infertile low land. They do hard labour to transfer fallow land into 

agricultural field. Their migratory habit is· supposed ·.tb, be developed from this 
. , . ! • - :_,; , ; ; • ~- ', r·,. 

skill. To enhance economic conditions' of thei'r families they search for fallow 
•.: ' •' 

infertile land which is obviously available in cheaper rate. They purchase such 
' ' ' 

.' ;., 

type of land and do cultivate for few years. If the place of residence in that area 
.,. ' 

suits them then they settle there· otherwise sale out their. land at a higher rate. · 

.. r 
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They receive the higher rate because by that time the fallow land has been 

transformed into agricultural field. Nevertheless the Badias do cultivate their land 

scientifically which ultim-ately yield a good product. Naturally they earn more from 

the same amount of land than that of a farmer belonging to any other community 

living in the same locality. To get a better production the Ba9ias make the field 

rectangular in shape. In such a shape ploughing becomes easier and time 

saving. Naturally cost of cultivation has been cut down ·by them. As a result of 

easy ploughing they can prepare the field at the level of their satisfaction. Just 

after harvesting they plough the agricultural field again. With this process the 

remnants of previous crop plants have been transformed into manure. It also 

help in destroying. various insects . and their larvae. They consider that this 
. ~ 

···•,:,·· 

process of killing insects is useful than· the application of chemical insecticides. 
. . . -

Therefore, instead of using modern technology they prefer to indigenous ones 

which give them a better result. 

Labour 

The Badias ar~ a hardworking group of people. They extend their labour 
. ' . . ' 

not only in their agricultural fields :but also to anybody else. About 5 percent of 
. ' ; -

workers among the Badias have been found working in the agricultural field as . 

labourer. The Badias are also engaged· in the non-agricultural sector. As daily 

. .. -

labourer both males and females. work in the roadside, tea garden, market place 

etc. As a helpef.to masons and carpehters: many_Badias are found working. At 

the later stage these helpers turn themselves into a full fledged mason and 
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carpenter. Existence of child labour is also there among the Badias. The parents 

of such child labourers are of the opinion that they can run their family smoothly 

~ 
if a child earns something rather than sitting idle at home. Child labour in tea 

I 

stalls, carpentry work, masonry, agriculture, tea garden and bidi rolling are 

found. Majority of the child labourers are males. Girls of tender age are also 

engaged in hard work but they are mostly restricted to their household arena and 

therefore are not considered as child labour. Distribution of adult as well as child 

labourers in the settlements under study is shown in the following table: 

Table No.V.6 

Settlement wise distribution of Workers 

Settlement Adult Workers Child Workers Total Workers 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female TotaL 
'· 

Chikanmati 73 0 73 15 0 15 88. 0 ·' 88 

Maida Basti 58 1 59 3 0 3 61 1 ,, 62 

Murshidabad Basti 165 13 178 2 3 5 167 16 183 

Nitbazar 58 3 61 19 0 19 77 3 .80 

Uttar Dhamargach 76 67 143 17 15 32 93 82 175 

Dakshin Dhamargach 121 80 201 20 15 35 141 95 236 

Bablabona 67 0 67 2 0 2 69 0 69· 
,. 

Total 618 164 782 78 33 111 696 197 893 

Business 

Involvement of Badias in business has also been observed in· the: areas . 

. under study. Their economic condition being not so well, the Badias do business: .· .. · 

with low ~apitai investment. In some cases, for business, they' take:' loans from 
. ' . 

' . ' . . 

mahajans (money lenders) belonging to Marwari or any other commun.ity.~t high· 

'i.' 

'•' ' ·, 

. . (• . 
• •• I 

( ~'. ' 



interest. The loans are repaid normally in time. \Nith low capital the Badias are 

·engaged in the business of paddy, jute and other crops. In the business of cattle the 

.... Badias are frequently involved. The persons engaged in these sorts of business are 

known as paikar or whole seller. Apart from such whole sale trading the Badias are 

also engaged in retailing of vegetables, groceries and clothes. Involvement in craft 

business like preparation and selling of iron rings used for cart wheels is found 

among the Badias. Other iron implements needed mainly for agriculture have also 

been prepared by Badia black smiths. Household industry like bidi rolling is done by 
.. 

male, female and children of Badia society. Many people of Maida and Murshidabad 

district are engaged in silk and tobacco industries but as scope is not there in the 

areas of Badia settlements under study, involvement of the Badias in such type of 

activities has become difficult to quantify. 

Observation 

In the early days of their settlement the Badias were engaged in guarding the 

kingdom of the then rulers. They had been found in castrating cattle and 

circumcising the male Muslim child. They were also involved in agricultural work. 

d'va~_!y. . 
At present castration is done by ~-~~sn;;bk:a::at Badia people. ·They 

~ . . . . . . 

are mainly engaged in agriculture. In many areas they have settled clearing forests . 
. ·, ·, ·._._-,.' 

They have transformed the infertile land into an agricultural field. But possession of 
. '·, .. 

land is not sufficient for maintaining their families. Neariy ·so·· percent of the 
. ' ' ' 

households under· study do not possess any land for cultivatiort. The Badias are. · 
' ,·, 

'• 
' 

engaged in various types of occupation like agricultural, daily labour, rickshaw/ van 
.. i 

•; ' 

.. ' ; I·· 



pulling, masonry, carpentr)t, peddling, bidi roling etc. Involvement in small business 

has also been found. All these economic pursuits are the predominant fields of the· 

males. More than 80 percent of the females are. engaged in household work. The 

rate of their participation in gainful employment is low among the Badias. It is only 

33 percent. Naturally dependency ratio is high (120.81 ). 

In spite oftheir engagement in diversified field of occupation the economic 

condition of their families is not bright at all. About two-third of total households 

are living just at the subsistence level. 

; -, 

/ 

·;. ·,.' . 
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Chapter VI · 

Marriage, Family and Kinship 

Marriage 

Marriage is considered as an essential part of human life. It has become a 

social institution to replace promiscuity (Abd-ai-Aii, 1977). According to the 

religion of Islam it is obligatory (Sunnah) for a man and a woman to marry. 

Pleasure in domestic life formed through marriage is to be tasted by every 

· people. Even the Prophet of Islam ·. (PBUH) had married. The marriage is 

considered as only means· of progeny but for the. continuance of human race . 

also. Avowed abstention from marriage or coitus is looked down upon by Islam. 

Founder of Islam advised males to marry in order to enjoy their love and to have 

children. 

Some rights and duties are conferred upon the people through marriage. 

Familyhood is evolved through marriage. Mutual co-existence as well as sexual 
.. 

intercourse are legalised by Nikah or contract of union between opposite sexes· 

i.e. marriage. Presence of at least two witnesses and an Ukil are necessary for. 
. . 

completion and formal. sanction . of. Nikah. Every . marriage is recorded and a 

certificate called Nikahnama is· issued to the coupie. 

Nikahnama contains Meher or .. the amount of money to be paid to the 
. ~ . \ " . . . .· . :' . . 

woman by the man at the time of marriage along with identification of the couples 
l ·: 

. : ' 

,:'.' 
" .. ! I 

·; .· ··,''! 

. _: /: · .. : .• ~ \ 

''. 
,,, . ' . 

'.· 
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and other details (Siddiqui, 1992). Bride pnce or Meher amount varies 

depending upon the background of the bride. Maintenance is associated with 

Nikah. Payment of Meher is adjudged a high status of woman. _It is considered as 

a kind of security to the female. Meher is, therefore, established a right for 

woman in a Muslim soCiety. Maintenance is also an associated right woman. 

Payment of dowry is considered as a sort of exploitation and as the basic tenets 

. . . . . of' . 
of Islam go against the exploitation, paymen~dowry stands canceled. A man is 

liable to· maintain his wife and children born by their wedlock. Return of Meher is 

compulsory in case of divorce but maintenance may remain and continue for 

years. There is no time limit for the demand of maintenance. 

Payment to the groom or dowry is not prescribed in Islam but -Jahez is 

allowed in terms of materials as gift and cash. This is a kind of help to the newly 

married couple for establishing a family. It is.believed that the Prophet had also . . . 

given to his daughter a matress of palm leaves,. a sheet of camel leather and: a 

bed sheet of Yemen along with an earthen Iota and a chakki in the form of jahez. 

These sort of payment is neither considered as dowry nor a source of 

exploitation by the groom party (Ashraf, 1997). 

,/j 
Duty of. parentsA to make arrangements for their wards to be married. · 

Negotiation is made between the parents but the brides consent is· held high. 

Marriage by force or capture is the practice of pre-Islamic Arab culture and · 

forbidden in Islam (Kapadia, 1966). 

,• •, I/ 

.. ·.; :-, 

' .. ' ·. !, 

. ',.;"·''·' 
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Polygyny and widow remarriage are allowed in Islamic society i.e. Umma. 

In case of polygyny there are conditions and limit to practice it. Quran 

prescribes, "If you have a reason to fear that you will not deal fairly with the · 

orphans, married a woman who seem good to you, two, three or four and if you 

fear that you can not do justice and equality with all, then you shall marry orie~' 

(Quran, 4;3). Ultimately monogamy stands if the Quran is interpreted with its 

actual essence. 

The Islamic tradition of marriage is not being followed strictly,· particularly 

in respect of forms and payments of marriage as well as divorce and 

maintenance (Ali, 1978; Ahmed, 1968; Ashraf, .. 1997; Begum, 1997; .Mandai, ·. 

1997; Husain, 1976; lslahi, 1978; Yasmeen, ·1989). Incidence of dowry· ha~ 

gradually been increasing in muslim society. Dowry death is a menace. as if.' 

happens to the followers of other religions particularly the Hindus. Claim of: : 

maintenance has been reached to the court of law. In such a backdrop .the. ·. 
. . . 

nature and forms of the institution of marriage among. the Badias have been · 

examined. 

Marital status· of the spouses is not at all a factor of marriage. A person; ',· :; : , 

either widow/married or unmarried can marry a person of any status.· ljke, <. 
-, ': ,. 

;, ·.: 

widower/married or unmarried. Kin and non-kin marriages are allowed in lslafrf 

but incest ta!:>oo is very much. there. Islam does not encourage ·momentary and. 
.: •,. 

ephimeral pleasure of people through marrlag.e, rather it prescribes stab.ility o( ·, · 

family. Divorce is permitted by Islam though marriage· is considered a. s~rong · .. 

bond. 
·. : . . ··.··' 

·,,1 

', .;: 
. . ~ : ' 

.·.·' ,· .' 
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Divorce is a dissolution of wedlock. h is not the only prerogative of males 

but females can also seek divorce. Marriage is diss-olved in various ways such as 

Talaq, Khula, Talaqul-bida etc. 

Talaq is the form divorce which takes place either with the utterance of 

Talaq or by the help of written document called Talaqnama. Talaq is revocable 

only if it is done by pronouncement. Within a waiting period called lddat of three 
. . 

months the decision can be changed. This sort of divorce is known as Talaq-ul- · 

raja. Irrevocable divorce is called Talq-ul-bin is performed in two ways-- Talaq-

. Ahasan arid Talaq--Hasan. In the former case single pronouncement within the 

. . 

term of purity or tuhr followed abstention from sexual intercourse for the period of 

lddat is enough for dissolution of marriage while in· the later; form the waiting 

period is extended upto the third pronouncement in the third rit.ual purity period 

counted without break from the first pronouncement of Talaq,·. · 
~ ' ' ' ! : • 

Divorce through the mutuat· consent of .husband and. wife is known as 

Khula or Mubarat. In Mubarat either of the spouse can make the proposal but in 

.. r .. 

Divorce outside the rule Sunnah is also observed. Which· called Talaq-ul-

bida. It is performed either in single pronouncement .~r three pronouncement in 
,· •. •!'" 

one time. Sometimes divorce is taken by a mari Hither by'utt~ring a vow of sexual 
. ' ,. 

abstention for a maximum period four months or' requesting his wife "thou art to 
;{'• 

me the back of my mother'' (Zihr). 
.·• ... ·.·..: 'i . ·.l. 

,I'. 

The Badias are mainly an endogamous community'.:. Rule- of incest is 

strictly followed by the. Badias. ln. a few· cases· marriage_., outside the Badia 
. ' ' . . . 

-," 

': "· .. · 
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communities is noticed. For in-group marriage reference is given to parallel 

cousins. Cross cousins marriage is also observed. Both village level and inter 

village endogamy is noticed. Arrangement of marriage is the primary duty, as it 

is told by the Prophet of Islam, of parents. Being the followers of Ahl-e-Hadith 

sect the Badias strictly adhere to Quran and Hadith. In case of marriage also 

they try to follow the principle of holy Quran. Shadi and Nikah are two forms of 

marriage prevailing in Badia society. Shadi is· the marriage between the 

unmarried brides and grooms. When anyone of the spouses had experience of 

marriage beforehand, the form of marriage is called Nikah. Rules of marriage in 

both cases are same. Nikahnama, Meher and two witnesses with an Ukil are the 

obligatory aspects of a legal marriage. Divorce, widow remarriages and polygyny 

are in practice among the- Badias in varied degrees. 

Among the Badias it has been noticed that marriage is generally occurred 

among the members of same community and sect. For settling a marital 

relationship Sefad and Akida of the f~mily with which the relationship is going to 
. . 

. . . 

be established are valued. Moulabl of Milangarh Basti belonging to Ahl-e-Hadith 

sect stated without ambiguity that they are now reluctant to get their wards 

married with the persons of Murshidabad Basti as because the latter have 

changed their Sefad and Akida.. Sefad is referred to the manners and practices 

to lead daily life whereas· the Akida is determined through the observance of · 
. '·-' 

Namaj (religious prayer). The Badias consider marriage as a Sunnah or essential 

duty through which they sustain.: Growth of kinship relations are possible which 
. . . . I 

. \ . ,· ' 

is again essential for the formation and development of society. 

,'• ".', 
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Occupational vices inflicted upon the persons IS always counted to 

determined his Sefad. Establishment of marriage witha person of unknown area 

is, therefore, avoided as they do not know anything about the Sefad of the 

person. The Maulabi said that sending a girl to Kanpur is not the type of Sefad 

they prefer to. Character of a person is considered before knotting a marriage . 

tie. Apart from the Sefad and Akida her knowledge regarding the religion of Islam 

is judged at the time of selection of a bride. Meaning of Namaj, Surah, Doha etc.· · 

are also asked to answer. When both the spouses are divorcee or widowed then . 

the marriage is know as Nikah and in all other cases they are referred as Shadi. · 

The Badias prefer to marry in adolescent or adulthood thro_ugh 
' '!', 

negotiation. Mean age at marriage is low ( 16.98 years). For the females it is· 

only 14.82 years. Mean age at marriage of the males is 19.08 years. Detailed· 

distribution of the Badias in various category of age at marriage is shown in the ·. 

table below: 

Table No.V1.1. 

Age at Marriage 

Category Male Percent~ge Female Percentage Total Percentage 

Upto12years 6 1.21 103 18.53 109 10.35' .. 

13to18 years 202 40.64 397 71.40 599 . 56.89 .. 

19to24 years 260 52.31 48 8.63 308 29.25 . 
. . 

25to30 years 34 6.84 3 0.54 37 3.51 i r 
' . . . . . 

Total 497 100.00 556 100.00 1053 100.00 
.. 

.. I ' . .. 

. . ,-. 
'. 
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Love marriage or elopement is looked down upon in their society. Two 

types of marriages i.e. Shadi and Nikah are in practice among the Badias. In 

case of Shadi elaborate arrangement and celebrations are made. Nikah is just a 

formal type .of marriage where social celebration is minimum. 

. 
Gharjamai is sometimes referred to as a type of marriage (Siddiqu(f; 1992 

and Mandai, 1998). But it seems that it is not a type of marriage but a type of 

residence after marriage. In some cases the son-in-law is to stay in his father-in-

law's house after marriage. But the marriage tie in these cases are either of 

Shadi or Nikah. 

Normally the newly married couple live in the groom's parental house. · 

Neolocal type of residence is not heard of. A separate room in. the parentar 

residence of the groom is allowed for staying the newlymarriedcouple. 

Marriage Ceremony 

As the Badias follow the Hadit and Quran rigorously they consider that the. 

prime duty of parents is to get their sons and daLJghters married. They feel· that 

they are 'not free'. if they fail to see their wards married. So, it is the duty of the 

parents to select mates for their sons and daughters. The coAvention among the 

Badias is that first of all the parents of the grooms will visit the bride's house or 
' . : . ·.. . ' 

first proposal from the groom's side goes from the grooms to brides. If initially the 

parents of the groom select the bride then they make an approach to the groom's 

. . . . . \ 
parents for a counter visit. The parents of the bride generally do not come to see 

the grooms, instead they send their morol or head of the paich/jamat along with 

some near relatives. If the party has no objection in selecting the grooms then 



153 

the date for the marriage has been fixed according to the convenience of both 

the parties. On the date of marriage the groom reaches the bride's house along 

with the Moulavi of his village and his friends, relatives and in some cases father. 

After reaching the bride's house a serious discussion is held regarding Meher. 

Meher amount is demanded from bride's parents. If the amount demanded is 

considered very high by the groom's father then they request the Moulavi of the 

bride's side to make an adjustment. When settlement of Meher amount is 

completed the Moulavi (Kaji) goes to the bride and takes her consent. If she 

agrees to the Meher fixed thereof then further steps are taken. Similarly she has 

to agree or Kabul the negotiation of marriage. When both the parties are agreed 

for their marriage the Maulavi starts ·enchanting Khodba--the specific portion of 

Quoran and Hadith where marriage has been considered as the holy occas.ion in 
>., 

human life. 

There is no binding on Jahez but the convention of the Badias is to offer 

gold or silver nose pins to the bride. Thus the marriage ceremony of the Badias 

comes to the end though guest entertainment remains there in both houses. In 

the next day or the day after the parents of groom offers a party (lunch or dinner) 

to the relatives, friends and co-villagers. The invitees on the other hand offer a 

token gift to the newly married couples along with their blessings and best 

''·'. 

wishes in the form of cash and /or.kin.d and a lighted candle. 

j .. 

... . ' 
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Divorce 

Divorce or Talaq is not an easy process for the Badias. Mere pronouncing 

talaq one time or three times is not the system of divorce among them and even 

it is not a prerogative of the husband. Both male and female have equal rights in 

case of talaq but they have to show sufficient reasons for that. Maulabi, Moral 

and the witnesses who are present at the time of marriage jointly take the 

decision for declaring a formal divorce. They consider the complaints and judge 

validity of the raised points. For various reasons is sought viz. non adjustment in 

the family, extra-marital relation, impotency etc. Following are the cases of talaq 

occurred due to different reasons: 

(A) Galinur Bibi d/o Sajjit Hussc;in of Murshidabad Basti in Milangarh village 

received talaq from her husban·d Rafiqul Rehman of Kashidanga village of North 

Dinajpur after five years of their n;arriage. She was married at the age of 12 

years. A few months after marriage her husbend left home without any notice. He 

did .not come back even after lapse of an year. He had no trace. Then Golinur 

Bibi was taken back to her parents' home at Murshidabad Basti. There she 

waited for her lost husband. She had no issue. After the lapse of five years of 

marriage she pursuaded by her parents that she should get married again. Then 

she put the demand oftalaq and received it easily. No objection from her in-laws 

' l . . . . 

was raise~ as they did not h_ave ariy trace of Rafiqul Rehfman by that time. 

(B) Akhtara begum of Bab!abbna village of Maida district got married with 

Kushamuddin of Purnea; Bihar.· Akhtara Begum lead her first married life for 

eight months only. Then she came to know that her husband was of abnormal 

·.: .. 

. . ' ~ 
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psyche .. He lost his mental balance. Unnecessarily she was beaten up and 

tortured and mentally by her husband. He was inflicted with madness. The wife 

was even kept without food for a day. She told her parents everything when the 

condition went beyond her tolerance. Her parents advise to take talaq. She 

appealed and received it at the cost of her Meher. 

Remarriage 

The Badia society is quite liberal for marriage of the widow, widower and 

divorcees. Remarriage has even been tolerated in the family of the Maulavi of 

the Maida Basti of Milangarh village. Anisur Rehman the third son of Muhammad 

Gani--the Maulavi married a divorced lady. She is his maternal cousin. In 

Murshidabad Basti of Milangarh. village it has been observed Muhammad 

Barjahan Sheik, ajwidower, married a divorced lady. In the first case economic 
'. ' . 

condition of the bride's father allured the groom and his family but in the second 

case a mistress was necessaw to look after the mother less children of the 

groom. 

Polygyny 

Though status of the female are not adjudged low by Islam, it is found that 

. pol"ygamy for the females i.e. polyandry has not been told' anywhere. Only 'M

~J-f'ti!Pd~ .. 
~the mention about polygynyl'l.ln practice polygyny persists till today but the 

number is less. It has been found that only eight cases of polygyny in a total of · 

455 families in the studied settlements of the Badias. Among the orthodox 



Badias the cases are more than the Badias who are said to be changed/ 

transformed due to various pressures. 

/JI1/ 
Economic Aspects/lMarriage 

Institution ·of Marriage has an aspect of expenditure which cannot be 
. . . 

ignored. Apart from the entertainment of the would be relatives and guests,. there · 

. " 

are other expenses such as payment of Meher and Jahez or gifts. It has been 

observed that the marriage ceremony of Azharuddin of Maida Basti of Milangarh 

village, he had to spend at least Rs.1 0,000/- for his marriage. Transportation 
. . 

cost for ten members was borne by him at the time of selection of bride residing 

at Bhangapara near lslampur of North Dinajpur district. When the selection of the 

bride was over father of Azharuddin pres~nted Rs.200/- to the bride as·a firslgift 

(Nozrana). Three days before marriage the groom's parents cooked payas 

(sweet rice porridge) and offered it to some heads of the neighbouring families. 

This occasion is called thorba. The woman of ,...this community sing folk songs in 

this occasion. On the day of marriage he went to the brides· house ·with, a 

procession of 25 persons. Cost of which was also borne by him. Meher was 

settled at Rs.5,000/- though it was paid in cash at the time marriage. Gold 

ornaments of 1/2 Bhari (5 gm.), silver ornaments of 5 Bhari and clothes (Akda) of 

his own as well as for the bride had to purchase by him. He had to offer' a feast 

to the neighbours and the new affinal relatives on the next day of marriage. All 

these expenses were made by him/his father through selling two cows aiong with · 

cubs and taking loan from relatives particularly uncle and maternal uncle. On the.-. 
·: :,-:' 
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other hand, father of the bride had to spend the cost of guest entertainment and 

cost of Jahez or Dan which may be called as dowry. Though dowry is not 
,. 

encouraged in Islam it is ironical for the Badias to accept it. Azharuddin's father-

in-law offered him a Hero Royal Cycle and HMT Wrist Watch as gift to the newly 

married couple (Jahez). The parents of the bride sent a dekchi, a bucket, a 

busket, one alna, cot, wooden box, utensils and crokeries made up of bell-metal. 

It is a compulsion for the bride's father to give a bodna and; a dish made up of 
,; ·, . 

brass alloy or bell-metal weighing to 1.250 kgs. at least. 

Family Tensions after Marriage 

It is expected that the married couple will lead a happy and stable social 

life after marriage. But in all ca~es such expect~tion is n~t fulfilled. Various 

tensions persists in the family after ·marriage.· Non· adjustment between the 

couples is occured due to various reasons. Sharing/inheritance of property 

sometimes play a major role for such tension and even dissolution of marriage. 
•.,.; ... 

<,•, ,· I 

Even if divorce is not always possible, relationship between the families of the 

bride and the groom is bound to wean. In case of Anisul's marriage his father-in

law vis-a-vis maternal . uncle promised to give him·. a large 'share of his ·huge 

property but after marriage he did not keep his. words. Relationship between 

these two families is therefore highly tensed. Anisur wanted to divorce his wife 

but she has no such fault except physical illness,. With such a tensed condition 

marital relationship exists. 

·;; ';,'.' 
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Family 

Family is the basic unit of social structure. It is looked as an universal 

institution as well as a functional unit. Family is considered as an universal · 
···'·' 

.. 
institution in the sense that socialisation and procreation are regulated through it. 

' ·. 

Security and sustenance are also provided by a family in the societi Hence, it is 
.·,·· 

considered as functional unit. 

In Islam family is the primary ag~ncy to spread the basic princ·iple of "unity 

and equality". Family, being the smallest unit in soCiety; plays a viatal role to 

provide security, matured intimacy and continuity of the social system. As per 
:. (' 

Islam normal ·course of behaviour· fo~ ~m individual is to be family oriented 
·•:. 

(Abdalati, 1975). 'f. 

,' •' 

Islam advocates family as. a primary grOup Which is. a'gain divided three 
.. · .. !! 

.... , . ' ~-. . ' . 

types:-
: · .. ; .· '··- .. _, ·', .. ·' ,. 

1) Core or closest form of family comprising of husband,. wife, children and 

parents along with servants, if any·.·. 
\'' ' . '. 

2) Central fold consists of cor~,.and·~·· n~mber of it·s. ~lose relatives, who have 

special claims upon each other .. they live •together· or not does not matter. Those 

persons who move freely inside the home without the application of veil (Hijab) 
. ' .,. .. ' ' . ' ' 

. ! !t' '..' 

and married between them is not' allowed in· any case. 
;·.- · ... ' ' 

3) Third fold is comprised of the. relatives ~o are not considered in the first two 

types. 
~ f ' '·.' ' 

i .. · 
' ' ' ~. 

._, . ,· .. , 
" '-: ' .:~ 

' .. \_,, .. 

. '·'· . 

. · : 

'· 

··r·,··· 

·"' _.: ::··-: 
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( Prime duty of the eldest male member of the family is to run it smoothly. 

He -is considered as head. Onus of providing economic support and maintaining: 

relationship with the other units of society is borne by him. These are supposed 

to be the outside family duties. Inside family duties are supervised by eldest 

woman member of the family. Rights and responsibilities of the members are·· 

a'llocated in such a way that every one enjoys equality and justice. 

In Islam functions of family is to procreate in a regulated way for the . . ' 

continuation of human speci.~ through protection of morality and humanity.· 
r 

Psychological support and process of socialisation are the other functions of 

family. According the Prophet family is the best place in the world' for an<· ·· 
0 I ' \ '• 

individual to learn sacrifice for others, tolerance, kindness, love, compassion and' :- ,' · . 
) . . : ·. . ' . . ; · ... ; . ··: .... '_) ' 

the value of fellow-feeling. In regard to the caring and rearing of children there is' :' ·; r.· " 

no place of differential treatment in Islam. 
··:·.--,,:·.· .. 

The Badias being the strict followers of Islam consider their families as the' 

units of procreation and s~cialisation. Roles and relations are specified for the 

; ' 

members of their families though size and form vary. Security af old age from the · . 
·,..,. 

'. -.< ·' 

family is also entailed. Among the Badias family is synonym~us with household: · ·· 
,, 

,, ' 

or ghar. Household is a residential and domestic unit (Shah, . 1974). · It·. is· .. · ( · · 

composed of the person living together and sharing food from a common hearth. · ' · 
.-·;' ,, 

. . . . 

Size of the ghar_ varies from a single person to a number of persons. In the: 
. ... ' ~ ' . l •: 

.,. .\' 

studied areas highest number of persons living in one household is 19~. Buf· . . 

, • ' . . : .-_,' ·".j' 

majority of the household_posse~5-to.7 persons. Average size of th~ h~u-sehoi8J~, ·: 
·'·: .· 

5.97. 
;.·:, 

..·. ;_ ,:-

, .. : 
. . ' ' 

,. 
J: . 

J-, ... / 
' ' ~ . 

•, ' .. 
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Size wise distribution of household in seven settlements are shown in the 

following table: 

Table No. Vl.2. 

Size wise Distribution of Households 

Characteristics Chikan Maida· Murshid Nitbazar Uttar Dakshin Bablabo ·Total 
mati basti a bad Dhamar: Dham na 

basti gach . argach 

Single-member 0 1 2 0 3 2 1 9 
2-4 members 8 15 44 17 15 32 11 142 ·• 

5-7 members 18 16 53 17 26 38 14 182 
8 - 1 0 members 14 6 23 12 15 16 13 99 
More than 1 0 m 3 3 e 0 1 4 '4 23 
Household Size 6.93 6.00 5.86 5.52 5.92 .· .5.50·' 6.86 5.97 

.. 

'.:; 

.·,\.,· .. · 

Composition of Family 

The persons living in a household are relate~ with each other in various 

capf3cities. Majority of the studied households possess the· relations of primary 

kin groups. A little more than 70 percent of the hous~holds are of complete 

nuclear type i.e. consisting of husband, wife a~d their_·:~hmarried: children, 

Nuclear with additional members of either primary kin. group: or secondary kin 
' ' 

groups is6.15percent. Altogether they constitute more than two-third of the total 
• --~ < ·.: ;·l <: ;: : ... 

households. Rests are mainly of patrilineally joint type.: Fratarnal joint type of 

family is rarely seen. Out. of total 455 households nucleus. is' absent in 27 
;.:!·1 ,: ' ,f·' 

families. These are grouped as incomplete or broken. families .. Such type of. 

family comprise only Six, percent of total households 'under:stu~·y __ .:Following : 

. :. ~~- ' ' ', 

.. •,.; 

. ; :·· . ·; 
:··. ,_,,.· 

·. •'• 

% 

1.98 
31.2 
40.0 
21.8 
5.05 
---
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table depicts. a clear picture of the types of family existed 1n the studied 

settlements of the Badias: 

Table No. Vl.3. 

Type of Fa111ily 

Type Number Percentage 
" 

Single 9 t.98 

Conjugal 29 6.37 

Complete Nuclear 

i 
334 7.34. 

.,, 
'' 

Nuclear with addition · 128 . 6,15. 
I; ' 

.. 

Patrilineally joint 38 
, . 

. : 8.35 .. 
. . ' 

.. 

Fraternal joint 12 
. ' 0:44. 

( 

i ~ ... 

Incomplete I Broken 115 • 3.30 
I 

! 

! 
~ ". .. ' l'' 

.' ··,.,,: 

Total I 455 !: 100.00: ! 
!' . ' .. i· !•··': ,., .. · .. 
t· 'i 

. 1' 

!•' . •,. ·'. 

Role-relation in Family ' ~- ', 

•.]',' 

Badia family is patrilineal' and patrilocal in nature. The Badias feel that 

child rearing is a primary duty of the parents. Parents are always affectionate to 
·,· 

• j ·. ~.. I. . ~ . 

their children. Upto a certain age o(even before marriage children maintains a 
,, ·-~·· .. ' 

~··;:·' ,. 

good relation and shows affection ar:1d' respect. Whenever they start earning they 
' I ' •' ~}~ • ''• ' ,·;·, • • ! ' • 

.! ' •• 

regard themselves almost equalto. their,:'.'parents. They do not take proper care 
. . ,' ~ ··.-;' ·.\. <': j./~.-./ :·-. '· . 

• :1! 

of their parents. Of course excepti9ns ~rejh.ere. Quarrel between father and son 

starts on the questions~viding:: the ~:o·p:e~y or maintaining. the family. When 

there are sufficient income in the famiry, 'relationship between the father and the 

·.. ~; . . ~ ~ 
'· .·· 
-/·· 

. .·' : . ~!; ,. . ·~ ~ ', 

·'' ' 
., . 

. ; •]' 



sons remains cordial. Mother-son relationship also become strained after the 

marriage of the son. Husband-wife relationship mainly depends on the economic 

condition of the family. It is qf love and mutual co-operation. Wife is supposed to 

be maintained by her husband. Whenever that expectation is not fulfilled the 

relationship begins to wean. On the issue of payment of Dan (gift given at the 

time of marriage) the relationship also becomes strained. Brother-brother 

relationship is of love, affection only upto certain age. Respect and familiarity, 

avoidance also shows the pattern of behaviour. At the older age brother-brother 

relationship becomes strained.· Brother-sister relationship is also of love and 

affection but it starts changing when the sister gets married and she is supposed 

to take share of tier father:'s property. · 

Inheritance of Property · 

According to the rules of Shari a~ all the children and wives of a man are 

eligible to inherit his property. Property means both movable and immovable. In 

the studied group also the same practice is followed. But husbands of sisters 

often come forward· to establish legal rights of his wives. Some internal 
' . ' 

adjustments in terms of gifts etc: ,is sometimes made between the brothers and 
. - - - .. · . . ... •. 

sisters so that the sisters do not demand the immovable property. The movable 

property includ~s domestic. animals which is not of a less economic value. ·To 

avoid dispute over inheritance of property the practice of cross cousin and 

parallel cousin marriages ar~ preferred by the Badias. 



In patrilineal type of society, normally, there is nothing considered as a 

sole property of the female. But, like other muslims, the Badias consider the 

Meher is the sole property of a female. It is the ~oman who decides how she will 

dispose her Meher, if she gets it at·all during her life time~ 

Kinship 

The Badias follow the patrilineal kinship system. They live ;./in. the 

households, mostly of nuclear type, and are related through male lines. It is like 

a clan organisation but marriage rule do not follow clan exogamy.'. Biradari 

(marriage circle)exists among the Badias through varios Khandans or Bangsq 
' , . ', ' " 

' : .. ~ . 

(Patrilineage). Biradari is formed by establishing marital relationship, However,· 
.c •• '!. ''.' . . 

,•. ,• ,· 
• •1 • ~ • • t • .' • -

identification of kins, is done through consanguinity and affinity. Hence, · thH · 
' _,. .: . 

Badia community can be regarded as an extended kin group:(Kat~,~~:::"1\:J53}. . 
• - - . : ·; . ~ l • 

. ·. ,' 

Consanguinal relations are father, mother, grandfather, grandmother; brother~ 

and sisters, sons, daughters, father's brothers and father's sisters, _gr~mdson and 
' ' ~:· :; -~:.l : 

granddaughters or in a word, the direct ascendants and descendants: ~6ns and · 
''' 

daughters of brothers and sisters are also consanguinal relatives.', 'Affinal 
• .: ·I ' '·' 

relatives are mother-in-law, father-in-law, grandfather-in-law; grandmother~in~ · 

law, wife's brothers and sisters,. son's wife and' daughter's' husband, .st~p 
. ' ~ ' ' ' . ·' 

~":. ·•· ,. •••••• -_ ~- ! 1 .~; ; ~-' ' • ' . 

mother, step father. All of them considered as . secon~ry kins~ .·Except these 
-~_:: .... -~::::}~/~' ~.-:: \' ,.. 

relatives all other kins are regarded as tertiary kins. 

' . ', ~-



Structural Aspect of Kinship 

Kinship structure implies the relationship based on common descent and 

marriage (Oasgupta, 1986). Among the Badias simplest form of kinship structure 

is family or household which is locally called as Ghar or Sansar. It is generally an 

independent nuclear family. Consanguinal relatives normally form a ghar or 
. ' 

sansar. 

The nuclear family consists of a married couple and their unmarried 

children. Nuclear family with one or more additional members are also known as 

sansar. These members are normally the widowed 'mother; · widowed father or 

father's sister (widow) and even an unmarried son/daughter of brother' or sister 

(may be adopted or not). To the Badias ~join or extended type of family is also 

known as sansar. Kin composition of various sansar (marked with boundary) and 

their distribution are shown in the following genealogical chart.: 

!, . ' ~· 

j ·' •• 

'-' 
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A localised lineage sometimes includes one or more afinally related 

families as accreting units constitute a kinship cluster (Vatuk, 1972: 136). A 

kinship cluster is bilateral grouping of families related to each other by agnetic 

and affinal ties (Dasgupta, 1986: 148). The members of a sansar belong to the 

same residential and economic unit. In some cases a son may stay outside the 

residential unit of his father for the purpose of earning money. Whenever he 

goes along with his wife and/or sons/daughters the unit becomes separate and is · 

considered as a sansar of that son. Otherwise he is very much a member of his 

father's sansar though he stays outside. As a full fledged member of his father's 

sansar he contributes to the common fund for smooth running of the family. 

Incomplete or bro_ken family is also considered as a sansar though nucleus of a 

family is absent there. 

Functional Aspects 
. ' .. ·, . . . 

Economic, emotional and social supports are rendered by the members of 

family and kins outside the family viz. cognets, agnets, uterinies and affinals. in 

various life cycle rituals of the Ba_dias, presence of both agnetic and uterine 

relatives are necessary: though . not binding. Necessary because they are 
'. I 

expected to provide all sorts of help. Uncles and Maternal Uncles are considered 

·next to the father. But not binding because Islam consider equality of men. So 

· whether relationship exists or not is not a matter at all for anyone to be present 

occasion. The Badias do expect that their agnates and uterines will be present at . 



the time of marriage ceremony. Same expectation is also noticed when a death 

occurs in a family. 

Ceremonial Relations 

Outside the kinship structure people may be related with each other. 

Among the Badias a concept of Doodh Khaon Ma or Suckling mother has been 

observed. In some cases where a child becomes motherless in his/her infant 

stage, any woman from the community adopt him/her for rearing. When the crisis 

of his/her life is over he or she is returned to his/her natal family. The mother 

who fed her breast milk to the child is regarded as a real mother though she 

does not belong to the same sansar of the child. Even at adulthood. their. 

relationship as mother and child exists. Doodh Khaon Ma is considered as 'good 

as birth-giving mother. The other persons of the sansar of Suckling mother are 

treated and addressed by the same kinship terminology as h ·happen~ to the 
,·,. 

child's family of orientation. 

Another type of relation develops through friendship. For the boys a . 

relation is called Dosti and for the girls it is known as Sai. For makinH friendship 

persons of opposite sexes are not preferred/selected~ Both married and· 
' . 

unmarried persons can build up such type of relations at any stage of their life. 

Father and mother of the ceremonial kins/friends (whether Dosti or Sai) ·are 
:, .. 

addressed by the terms Tawai and Mawai respectively as these are used for the 

parents of sister's husband. 
. . ' . . . . 

•' ', '. 
•, .. , 

,:,· 

·\' 



Observation 

As a strict follower of Quran and Hadith the Badias consider marriage as 

an essential part of life. Regarding selection of spouse they try to maintain a safe 

distance with other group of Muslims. Even for intra-community marital alliance 

they consider Sefad and Akida. These are nothing but the manners and 

practices of a localised section of the group. Both parallel and cross-cousin 

marriages are noticed to be held among the Badias. · Nikahnama, Meher and 

presence of two witnesses along with an Ukil are the obligatory aspects of a 

legal marriage in Badia society. Divorce and widow remarriage are allowed 

among them. Age at marriage is found low among the Badias, Mean age at 

' .. ' 

marriage is only 16.98 years. Incidence of polygyny is negligible. Out of 492 
' . ~ . . 

married persons, eight males are having two wives. · . 

Family in' Badia society is of patrilineal and patrilocaltype.· Size of family 
> ,, ..... .., ·, •• ••• ·' ;\ ,· 

is not small among the Badias. On an average s'ix persons· live per family.· One-
. . .. ' . . 

third of the total households have restricted their fcmi'ily size within four members. 
I' ',, 

' . . ' 
The Badias consider welfare of all the members are the· responsibility of the 

head of the family. Property is inherited by _both. male· and female successors 

according to the rules of Sharia. Mutual adjustment between brothers and sisters 
.. : . t.·' _, ' 

in regard to inheritance of property is a common". phenomenon of the Badias 

living in the settlements of the study. 

In the kinship system formation of kinship· cl.uster; is noticed among the 
• ',"' . l. ' 

Badias. Normally a sansar is composed of cognatic memb_ers ... Agnetic members 

are to form a paribar. Presence of agnates and uterines are expected, therefore, 

·. '1''.1· . . ,:· 
: I • 

. . •' 

; ·' 
,'r': ;, ·':' 
·.' 



at various crisis periods of life. Ceremonial kinship relation has also been 

· developed among the Badias. 

.··, .I·J·' 
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Chapter VII 

Religious Practices and Life Cycle Rituals 

This discussion includes rites and ceremonies practised by the Badias as 

a part of their culture. The great tradition of Islam as well as little tradition of the 

Badia where they are settle have been blended perfectly in their way of life. It is 

observed that life cycle rituals are performed at the household level whereas the 

religious practices are the joint responsibility of household and community. An 

religion plays a vital role in every sphere of their life . 

. Four distinct theoiogical divisions are found in Islamic· religion viz .. , Hanafi, 

Safei,_ Maleki and Hambeli. The Badias do not belong to any one of these four 

schools or majhabs. They have been grouped as la-majahabl and some times 

referred as Wahabi because of their association with the Wahabi Movement. 

Being the strict followers of Quoran and Hadith the Badias claimed to be a 

member of Ahl..:e-Hadith group and they do not believe in' segmentation of 

humanity. They try to maintain the principle of equality and justice as these are 

. ·advocated by the prophet Muhammad. They do not believe in the intermediaries · 

or pirs between the prophet and the common people. They are verj particular in 

religious performances as prescribed in Islam. The most importan~ religious 
·,., 

activities of the Badias are noted below. 
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Namaj 

Namaj means prayer to the God or Allah. The Badias believe in single 

God. Prayer to the God is made at various occasions. Depending upon the 

occasion and time name of Namaj varies. Daily prayer is performed five times a 

day. These are called Fozor, Johor, Ashar, Magrib and Esha and performed in 

the early morning·, noon, afternoon, evening and night respectively. 

Monotheism and performance of Namaj are also found among the 

followers of Islam. But a distinction is made between the Badias and other 

Muslims of their locality. The Badias loudly pronounce "amin" whereas the other 

Muslims speak "amin" not so loudly. Nevertheless, the Badias place their hands 

on chest whereas other Muslims do it on the belly. 

Apart from daily namaj they perform an weekly prayer called jumma 

namaj. It is held on jumma day or Friday. On other festivals like Eid-ul-fetar and 

Eid-ud-zoha they also conduct special prayers or annual prayers. On the death 

of any person of their community they perform funeral prayer or janaza namaj. 

The male members participate in the prayer outside as well as in$ ide house 

where as the females perform only at home except on id days. Imam or maulabi 
' . 

or the religious head of the mosque or of a particular community supervised the 

weekly and annual as well as farewell namaj. Daily prayer. is done by the 

individuals themselves. Annual prayer for the females on the day of Eid-ul-fetar 

and Eid-ud-zoha is supervised by an woman well versed with Quoran called 

mutlema. In Maida basti of Milangarh village mutlema Muh~muda Begum, ;;..,ife of 
. ' ', :., ;;• 

. . . . ' 

the Maulavi, conducts the annual prayers. 

·':• 
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Ohju 

Ohju is a ritual purification of body. Normally it is done before prayer or 

namaj by the followers of Islam. In case of Badias it is observed that after 

urination ohju is done. Even a highly educated (M:A. and teacher of a college) 

person of Badia community taking a mug of water while he goes to the urinal, at 

least when at home. 

Roja 

Roja or fasting is considered by the members of Badia community as an 

aspect of religious devotion. Attachment with the religion of Islam is tighten 

through the observance of roja. It is not binding to each. and every member of 

their community .. Those who can stay on fasting the whole day performed roja. 

Raja is observed on the month of Ramjan or the ninth month of islamic calendar. 

Eid-ui-Fetar 

On the first day of the month of Shawal or the tenth of islamic calendar 

the festival of Eid-ui-Fetar is celebrated. A congregation annual prayer is 

organised at id-gah. Females perform the prayer or Eid namaj at the mosque. 

After congregation namaj the me!Tlbers of the community greet each other and 

distribute sweets (simui) and clothes. They enjoy the day in gracious mood and 

invite friends and relatives on dawat or ceremonial feast. Eid-ui-Fetar is 

observed after observing roja which continued through out the month gone by. In 

the month of ramjan the people who observe roja had to stay on fast during day 

time. In the nights they eat whatever· they like. Eid-ui-Fetar· a·ctually is the 

celebration after overcoming the hardship of roja. On the last day of roja all the 
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members of Badia community of a particular village or hamlet sit together and fix 

up subscription. In the year 1998, the Murshidabad basti of Milangarh village the 

subscription per family was 2 and 1/2 kgs. of rice or wheat or the equal amount 

of money. The subscription went to the mosque fund from where it was equally 

divided into four parts. One part was meant for helping the poor people of the 

basti. Another part went to the Maulavi for extending religious education to the 

children of the community. Third part went to the beggars and fakirs coming from 

other areas. Remaining share went to the outside religious preachers. It is 

believed that these religious preachers spent the money for the welfare of 

maktabs and madrashas in different regions. 

Eid-ud-zoha 

Eid-ud-zoha is celebrated on the tenth day of the last· month of islamic 

calendar i.e. Zel-haj. It is believed: that on this date Hajraf Ibrahim was asked by, 

' 
the god to sacrifice his dearest one. H~rat was prepared to sacrifice his son 

Ismail to offer him to the god or allah. After sacrificing it was seen that Ismail was 

substituated by a ram: To commemorate Q such devotion of Hajrat the muslims 

observed the day with gaity as a festival of kurbani. Sacrifice of goats or cows is. 
. . ' 

also done on this day by the Badia·s~ In Maida and Murshidabad Bastis of' 

Milangarh village it is observed that eleven cows and eight goats were sacrificed 

on this occasion. A cow is provided jointly by seven househqlds while a goat is 

sacrificed by an individual family. Altogether 85 households do take part in 
. . : . . 

kurbani though there are 171 households in these bastis. It does not mean that 

other_ families are deprived of. the joyful event. Some portion of the sacrificed 

·. •, . 

. . ·,. 
'· 1;. :·:: ... 1 ••• 
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meat were sent to the households who could not take part in kurbani due to their 

poor economic conditions. It is also kept in mind of the Badias that if a person 

with his ability do not take part in kurbani they are to be boycotted socially. So, to 

the Badias, the festival of Eid-ud-zoha is not only a religious event but also a 

social function. As a religious _ceremony they read doha from koran regularly for 

last ten days at dawn and on the day of Eid-ud-zoha they perform a congregation 

namaj. Female members pray at the mosque while the males perform namaj at 

id-gah jointly with other members of their community. All of them have to read to 

rekat from the Quoran for a sijdah, or bow down. on the earth four times. Lastly, 

· the Imam and other Alems discuss various rules and regulations prescribed in 

Islam. 

The Badias do not celebrate Muharam but the neighbouring. muslim 

communities organise a fare or mela as a part of the celebration of the festival on 

first to tenth day of first month of Islamic calendar. As the fare is held by the side 

of Badia settlements the Badias attend the mela to purchase some utility goods. 

The Badias do not support any sort of functions or jalsa except religious 

discussion. So they do not organise any·milad, even on the day of Milad-un

Nabi. No kawali or jatra/theatres, function· is organised by the Badias as these 

are not mentioned in the Had it. In Maida and North Dinajpur ·district the Badias 

take part in alkap and gambhira- ../-~o, fe>r"-"J if ~P~ ~~ • 
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Haj 

It is done only by the affluent member of their community ... Three persons 

went to kaba or the sacred house in Mecca. It is not restricted to all of them but . . 

only done by the persons who can afford it. 

Religious calendar of the Badias is shown hereunder : 

Activit~ Name Periodicit~ Time Place of Performance 
Prayer Fozor Namaj. Daily Morning Home, open area and 

Mosque 
Johor Namaj Daily Noon Home, open area and 

Mosque 
Ashar Namaj . Daily Afternoon Home, open area and 

Mosque. 
Magrib Namaj Daily Evening Home, open area and 

Mosque 
Esha Namaj Daily Night Home, open area and 

Mosque, .. ·. I ) 

Jumma Namaj Weekly. Noon Mosque; .. '• 

Eid Namaj Annual Morning ld-gaha 
(Eid-ui-Fitar) 
Eid Namaj, Annual Morning ld-gaha: . :-·. 

•:· 
(Eid-ud-Zoha) .• 

'.' 
. ' 

Purification Ojhu Before 
performing 
prayer ,. 

Fasting Raja Annual Day long ... 
'-

Pilgrimage Haj Once in a --- Mecca· '.I. 

life time :• 
. . . ' -. 

. . . ' . 

': J" ~ ... 

... : . ~ .: . . 
.. 

Practice of religion also- plays a vital role on socialising. the younger 

generation. ·Institutions like Maktabs and Madrashas perform a- major ·duty to 

inculcate both secular and religious knowledge. 

.. ,·-·· .. -. ' ' 
' 'I' 

. ; ~ ;. : . 

. ; ' .. 

~.-.. l. 

. '~ 

'•'' 

•" ,, 

··,:-··: 
. ,: ,· 

'_.. ., __ ; 

'. ' .-,_ ',;-• 

' :':· 
'·. 
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Socialisation 

It is the process of inculcating the norms and behaviour into the children. 

It is the responsibility of the household to socialise the younger members. A child 

is· asked to utter bismilla before taking meal. A child is told about tales from life 

history of the prophet. He or she is used to say toba after saying filthy words. 

The child is also trained to repeat the same thing after his/her mother when she 

reads kalma. A boy is dressed up with sherwani and a cap ori his head to regard 

himself as an ideal and perfect muslim. At the young age a boy is taken to the 

Mosque on jumma day so as to make him familiar with various activities like 

performance of . ohju, namaj and distribution of simui and sharbat (food and 

drinks). 

Maktab and Madrasha 

These are the institutions where.knowledge on religious an.d secular life of 

the Muslims is acquired by the children. In the beginning the children acquainted 

with Urdu language. Then they are trained to read the holy book - Quran written 

in Arabic language. Techniques of sijdah (bowing down during namaj) are also 

learnt by the ·children from the Maktabs situated. in all the Badia settlements 

under study. 

In Madrashas languages, 'mathematics and science are taught formally. 
. . . 

The· degrees such as ,Hafej, Kari, Alem,. Fazel etc. are conferred from the 

Madrasha Board. In Milangarh village a. Junior High. Madrasha . School has 

recently been established. 
'. 
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Life Cycle Rituals 

Pregnancy 

Pregnancy is an important part in an woman's life. Though no elaborate 

function is observed during pregnancy, it is thought the woman gets herself firm 

footing in her in-laws house. She can not be divorced at least until the birth of a 

child. Special care in the form of diet has not been offered to an expectant 

mother. If she has any special desire regarding food her husband ties to give 

that from his own. Except hus.band no members of her family of procreation 

takes any sort of special care for her. Her household chores have even been not 

lightened. Pregnancy is considered as a normal occurrence to a female. At the 

later stage of pregnancy, the woman is sent to her family of orientation. There 

she is taken care of by her mother. or grandmother. For her safe delivery as well 

as physical welfare some sorts of folk medicines are applied. Tabij or amulates 

are also tied with her body .. ·. 

Birth-

Birth is a gracious event in any household. At the time of child birth the 

expectant mother is confined into a room and no male person is allowed to enter 
' ' ·. . . . . ' ~ 

into that room. Elderly women assist the midwife or Dai to conduct the labour. 

·• 

Immediately after birth Nari. (umblical cord)is cut with bamboos strip by the Dai . 
. '·' ·!'·.,.. 

The 'oai belongs to: ~ha'nial: ~r Hari caste group belonging to Hindu religion. 
. ' . ,' . 

After cutting the umbilical 'cord Maulavi pronounced Azan and Ekamat into the 
·'. ··, .· 

ears of the new born b~by.· For the· male child Azan and Ekamat are spoken on· 

the right and left ears respectively but for the female the process is just reverse . 

.. ·. '· 
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<.· 

From the day of child birth both the mother and new born baby have to pass 

through the period of pollution or Atur. The room in which they are kept secluded 

is called Aturghar or Sutikaghar. Broom sticks are hanged on the gate of the· 

Aturghar so as to keep away the evil spirits. After six days the pollution period 

being over the mother. and the baby can come out of the Aturghar. The period 

may sometime be extended upto forty days depending on the economic condition 

of the household. They have to offer a feast just after the pollution period. The 

mother and the new born baby become purified through bath with soap and· 

cleaning the clothes. Being purified the mother is expected to cook the food 

which is to be distributed among the relatives. The arrangement of this feast 

actually decides the period of pollution. 

Name Giving Ceremony 

This ritual is knoWn as Asika or Aqiqa. This is performed ·on the 22nd day· · 

of birth. Name is then given to the new born baby by any person. AccordinQ, to: 

Hadith the aqiqa is performed. It is the task of the parents or the grandparents of 

the child. Kurbani or sacrifice of a goat is done ·on this· occasion. Before 

sacrificing the goat is allowed to drink salted water and then Maulabi pronounces 

Doha loudly so that both goat and the baby can hear it. In the f\qiqa of a male 
.· i ; ' '·' • '· r 

child a drop of blood of the sacrificed goat is taken and put into the forehead of 

the baby. It signifies that child would be strong enough to perfor.rri kurbani or 

zabai at adulthood. It is learnt that kurbani of two goats is need.ed for the Aqiqa . 

···,; 

•'':. 

: .. \-

.. 
• J' i",):, 'I(,::· 

~ ~ .' ) . ~. 
.' • ' . f •( ' ~ , • ; ... ' • 

of a male child and one for the female child. Shaving of he~d hair of the child is: .... , •. · 

·. ' ; 

,, · .... . ,. 

done after kurbani. Shaved hairs are weighed and equal quantity of ~ilver coins ; : . . '. · ' 

' . •·.-

·, :. 
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or same amount of money is given away in alms. Among the Badias shaving is 

done by any member of their community. All the relatives and neighbours are 

invited to attend this function and they are served with meals. But the poor 

Badias can not afford this expenditure. They just distribute to the persons who 

attend the ceremony without the performance of kurbani. 

Piercing nose and ear 

This is an exclusive ritual for girls. It becomes necessary for the girls to 

adorn with a nose-pin and ear -rings. So piercing of nose is done at the younger 

age. This is usually made by an experienced woman ~f their community. 

,'; .. 

Circumcision 

It is a ceremony exclusively for males ... Cir;cumcision'·:· is.' ~n: ob,lrgatory 
. 'I 'l • ~ · 

function (tarz) and it is done between the age of 2 and 5 ye~~s ora 6~y: 'The boy 
·:·:·.• ,.;·· I 
,· 

is considered as a member of muslim religion aft~r: being circumd"sed. This also• 

is regarded that the prophet was born circumcised (Roy, 1984). The name of this . ' . . 

. . 

function is shunnat. The act of circumcision is done by Osta belo-nging to Hajjam 

group of Islamic religion. On the day. of circumcision· some · relatives and 
. . . -

neighbours are invited to a feast,. The . invitees also. come along with 
.. l . ' . ' •. '~ ' .. 

presentation according to their capacity. Pant piece, _shirt piec'e, cash of R.s.1 o or 
·.' 
,., . 

Rs. 5 and even a packet of biscuit is offer-ed to the boy as a gift.· Payment is 

made to the Osta for his work. Glass, bowl, plate of bell- metal· pi'Js cloth and/or 

Rs.1 00/- is charged by the Osta for his service but final paymen~ ~~made through 
: ~- .. ; (· 

....... ,'~ : .. :'i :·:: \''). :, :· 

bargaining. . ··.· ·. ,'· · '' 

. . . 
. ',· l' .. 

,·, 

''- )_ ' 

:.., . 
•'... . ' 

·' 
., 

r , •• ~ '·: ·, 
: ·,-

·,,_ ,: 



IXO 

Puberty -Rite · 

Due to physiological condition every woman after a certain age starts 

menstruating. Onset of menstruation is called the attainment of puberty. _The 

mother or the elder sister of the girl at her first menstruation advise her not to 

touch the sacred objects like kuran because she is polluted for the period of 4-5 

days. She is even told that this is the sign of her womanhood, so she should 

behave like an woman. She is told to start Namaj or prayer and roja (fasting) 

after attaining puberty excepting on the dates of pollution. 

Marriage 

It has already pointed out that the Badias consider marriage as an 

. essential part of their life. Sanction on- sexual' intercourse or co-habitation is 

done after attaining puberty or pre-puberty. Though· marriag~ is only observed at 
': '· _:'; ··. ~ . . 

lower age for the female the males are married at iate.r age. This is an essential 
• ,l_. 

. . . . . 

ceremony because the continuation of their progeny is made possible and the 
',} 

. . . 

license of sexual co-habitation is received through this ritual'. 

Talaq 

.. 
This is an event of dissolution of marriage. It provides a person the 

opportunity to be free from a married life. But departing a marriage tie is not an .. ' ·, '. . . 
·.·.,. ·;•"_ 

easy event. A period of lddat. (waiting} ·is.· given for ·revocation of talaq . 
. ... ·· 

Maintenance is not demanded. by the Badia' wornen after dissolution of her 

marriage tie. Remarriage after divorce is a"llow~d ~nd practiced in their society. 
. . .. : .. 

Death 
'; :•i 

·- - '· . 

· .. ·,_. 
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When a death occurs in a family the relatives are informed. Members of 

the community takes responsibility to inform the relatives residing outside the 

village. Dead body is called maiet. The maiet is covered with white cloth called 

kafan. The maiet is wrapped up with kafan. Aroma is sprayed all over the body of 

the maiet. Then the dead body is carried to the burial ground or gorosthan on a 

cot or khatia by 4 to 5 persons. These persons may not necessarily be relatives . 

.. 
Others make a procession following them. The · dead body is kept at the 

gorosthan in such a way so that it's head would be placed towards north and the 

. face is bent towards west. For the male maiet kafan is of three pieces. A piece is 

used as lungi, another to place on the upper portion of the corpse as chhadar 

and third long piece is used for covering the whole body. For a female maiet 

extra two pieces of cloth become necessary which are used as kurta or blouse 

and keshwan or covered on hair. 

According to the Badias, dead body is not a profane object. The relatives 
QLY 

and neighbours, therefore, r~ads doha from}\oran by the side of the maiet in side 

the room where he/she takes last breath. Then the maiet is taken to bath or ohju. 

The dead ·body is rubbed with soap and cleaned neatly with water .. Water is 

poured from right to left. The wet corpse then soaked with a towel. The persons 

present there stand in a line facing west start reading the nam·aj or janaza namaj. 

Some of the persons present there start making the hole where the dead 

. body will ultimately be placed. The hole is about six feet depth and technicality of 

it is that the middle. portion is slightly depressed longitudinally the sides form 
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· ridges. On completion of digging the hole all the persons present there start 

reading the namaj or janaza namaj. 

Then the dead body is placed on the deepest area of the hole in a manner 

as it placed on the burial ground earlier. Over the ridges pieces of bamboo are 

placed keeping some gap over the body. Next, a mat is placed on the ·bamboo 

pieces. At last all the persons present there bid a farewell called pronouncing 

bismilla and put handful! of earth three times each. There is no room regarding 

the placement of earth first. Any one can start this process and others follow him. 

The hole is ·then leveled with soil. Females are not allowed in the funeral 

procession. Widow, if any, has to break her bangles on the death of her 

husband. 

Four to five days from the day of death Maulavi, assisted by· other 

knowledgeable persons, reads Quoran in the house where death occured~ 

Mourning period continues upto forty days. During this time no social celebration 

is performed in the house where death occurred. If anybody breach this rule 

he/she is heavily dealt with the paich/jamat or the council of the Badias to look 

after the welfare of the community. 

Regarding the area for burying of a dead body it is observed that the 

Badias do not share it with other Muslim neighbours as they do not share the 

I 

masjid or mosque. In Milangarh village a plot of vested land has been used by 

the Badias for the purpose of burying the corpse. The local Muslims have a 

separate burial ground. · 

·.,: 

·.' .:_; '· .. 
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Observation 

The Badias 'follow the instructions of Islam laid down in Qu.laran and 

Hadith in their religious-cultural life. Extra islamic activities are very limited in 

o.f . 
their wayAiife. Pirs or the spiritual saints are accepted to them. They believe in 

equality and mankind. In practice it is observed that the Badias are of orthodox 

type. They do not allow the elements of little tradition to take much room in their . 

culture. Distinctiveness in performing namaj is also noticed. For the obvious 

reason the: local non-Badia muslims do not interact with them at large. On the 

other hand, the Badias also try to maintain a separate identity and reflect it 

through performance of various socio-religious affairs according to their own 

customs. To other Muslims they are la-majahibi. ornon-religious group but they 
. . . ~ 

consider themselves Ahl-e-Hadith meaning the actual followers of Quran and ,... 

Hadith. 

:' 



Chapter VIII 

A Profile of Badia Women 

Women in any society acquires a significant position because the 

continuation of humanity is maintained through them. Even at this age of cloning 

human civilisation depends upon woman only. But the status of women is 

adjudged differently in different societies. Status is determined through roles and 

positions. In Muslim society, ideally an egalitarian one, the women are supposed 

to enjoy an equal status with the men. Practically this has not been happened in 

every community who follows Islam. Ambiguity and incongruity in the status of 

women are manifestations of an ongoing adaptive truss· in Muslim society (Roy 

Burman, 1978). A lot of inconsistency is observed in the Ouoran, the model of 

Islamic rules, regarding the status of women (Roy, 1979). Resp.ect and good 

treatment for mother and women as such are stressed in Islam. Mother is held 

with high esteem. "The prophet proclaimed that the paradise is at the feet of the 

mother"(Dejbar, 1961 :27). In Surah 4:34 it is 'mentioned_ again that men are 

permitted to bit their wives ~~ which is an opposition of the 

..f'fJr#?C.J'> 
~statement 

Marriage and divorce are prerogat'ives of males only. In Islam a man is 

allowed to marry upto four women if he can assure justice to them all. But the 

polyandry is not thought of in any condition. Unilateral freedom is enjoyed by 
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man regarding divorce though Quoran did not say so. Of course being a 

patrilineal society Muslim males interpreted the Quoranic rules in their favour. 
) 

Interpolative elements have been added to the Quoran by various religious 
,_&e-

heads. According to the principle of Quoran observance of purdah can.,tavoided 

during war and epidemics but the interpreters of the holy book or the religious 

heads do not allow women's appearance in public without burkha. Meher money 

is the sole property of women but they rarely get it. Property inheritance rule is 

not unequivocal in Islam. "Woman is biologically diff~rent from man, but modern 

trends rightly emphasise the similarities rather than desimilitaries. Due to 

scientific and technological" ·advance there. is less physical and more mental 

labour which is favourable aspect to establish woman's equality. Educational 

qualifications facilited this process" (Hate, 1969:263). Education plays an 

important role for changing. the. status. "Today" the formaliy educated muslim 

women have a first hand knowledge of the religious texts·. With the result that on 

one hand thay have begun to challenge the validity of the interpolative elements 

in the religious and on the other hand. they have become stunch followers of 

Islam, fully aware of the restrictions and liuerties sanctioned to them in the koran. 

These women are different from those. of the earlier generations in the sense that 
.. 

they have not oriented their lives on the so called traditional religious behaviours 

blindly, but they have made efforts.to understand the religious scriptures" (Roy, 

1979:5). "This phenomenon ·of the increased religious awareness as a 

consequence of education .... _.sometimes modernis,ation means strengthening old 

ways of life as and when literecy enabl"es individuals to appreciate religious 



doctrines in their purer form, unmixed by superstitions" (Anderson 1966: 7 4 ). 

Thus',· education is an important factor leading towards modernisation, but it does 

not necessarily change the Islamic orientation towards life and social behaviour. 

Instead, the educated woman finds herself comperatively equal with man to 

search for personal salvation through pursuit of religion while following the 

Islamic course of living, she finds herself to be discriminated against in many 

domains and suppressed by the sanctioned traditional authority pattern. 

Traditoinal authority is defined as "a system of imperative co-ordination 

will be called traditional is legitimacy is claimed for it and believed in on the basis 

of sanctity of the order and attendant powers of control as they have always 

existed .... The person to person exercising authority are designated according to · 

traditionally transmitted rules. The object of obedience is the personal authority 
. . . 

of the individual which he enjoys· by virtue of his traditionar status. ·Besides. in · 

such a structure there is no machinery to enforce the authority it more or less ·· 

depends on the willingness and respect of people for the person in authority" 
. . 

. . . ' . . 

(Weber 1947:341 ). In the authority structure of the family the most _important 

personn~ls are fafher, husband and son. Women are on the receiving end. 

Analysis of various activities and achievment in different walks of life as 

well as rites and rituals starting from birth to death reveal the role performance of 

woman among the Badias. 

Role-set of a woman is seen as mother, wife, daughter and friend. 

Following the rules of Quoran, Badias plays their mothers at the highestpo~ition 

~ ") ' . ' 

. ' 
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in society and they do not utter their mother's name unless the situation compels. 

The mothers are highly respected in Badia society. 

It has been obse.rved in Maida and Murshidabad bastis of Milangarh 

village that the girls within the age group of upto twelve years start doing 

household works. By this age they have to learn cooking, cleaning the cloths and 

courtyards and making their clothes ready to use. Their education had already 

been stopped. Their guardians start searching grooms for their marriage~ The 

mean at marriage among the Badia girls is 14.82 years. 

Due to this low age at marriage the literacy rate among them is not high.· . 

. Only 35.5 percent of the females are literat~. Maj~rity of them ( 87.981)are 
,· 

educated upto primary stage i.e. class IV. Of course, all of them are found to·. 

attend the Maktabs where the religious teachings. are' offered, Though the. 

Badias do realise the necessity 4rormal educatior~. and, therefore, founded a. 
. . . 

junior high ~adrasa.school in their locality, turn up of ~omen.:in formal education 

is still very low. 

.· .. . . . '~' . 
·.:·\·.··. ,Jl'···;. 

: '' . 

Free mixing of children is allowed upto the age· of 8 to ·1 0 years. Then 

such type of behaviours is restricted by their elders ... 

In regard to .purdah the Badias strictly adhere to it. in their households a 

fencing of bamboo or jute stick has been surrounding: the house so that the . 

females are not easliy be exposed to outsid~rs·. Even,· . in some ·cases, . 

entertainment of mehaman (guje~ts) in way of offering food_is done bythe ~ale 

,,. 
. ',"' 

•'! ... 
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members of the family. Except on the religious festivals the Badia women do not 

go to the Mosque. 

Showing respect to the father-in-law and elder brother-in-law is the prime 

duty or considered as the virtue of every married woman. As this is not followed 

strictly by some women of Murshidabad basti the jamat leader (Elder Council) of 

Maida basti has decided not to select bride from the former settlement). 

After marriage every woman is expected.. to obey: the orders of her 

husband. Chance of equal participation in case of decision making is not there. 

The authority of the household· normally comes transferred from father to son. 
- . . - ' ... · . . 

. ... ' . . - . . . 

The female head of the family.· is occasionally found in the' studied areas. It 
. '.: ,_. . . . 

happens so because either the son is minor or absent. 

. . 

Among the Muslims whenever a boy is born joyfuf event happens and it is 

considered as a matter of great celebration whife the birth of a girl is considered 

as a matter of silence (Mandai, 1997). Average Badia people think that the girls 

are others property because theyhave to go to their husbands' houses. Initial 

investments for their rearing as well as expenses on marriage are considered as 
- · .. 

a loss to them. 
'· '', , .. 

. ,_·,. 

Movement of the Badia woman fs not free, They are always escorted by 
. . ' . . ' 

·,. '· '·:: l < :! ~ .. ; 

males except in childhood. Going to market or operas without a male companion 
• } ,"I,:': ... ·<;· '·.~.:· .. ~- ; : 

is beyond imagination for a Badia yourig.female or married woman. They are not 
' ' 

. •' .. 
·1\ ·. !'. 

I'• . 
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allowed to express their attitudes through performances of songs (Samad, 1989). 

Except the work of fetching water from the near by tubewells they normally do. 

not go outside the boundary wall of the household. This conservative attitude of 

the Badias are relaxed for the poor people and also in among the highly 

educated families. 

Women of poor families are found to work in the field as agricultural 

labourers though percentage. of such worker is negligible. Normally in the 

absence of husband or any adult males in the family such activities are not 

looked down upon by the Badia community. Participation of adults as well as 

children, in gainful employment is shown below: 

Table No. Vll1.1. 

Distribution of adult and child workers by sex 

Category Female 'Male.· Total 
•' ,' ' .. 

\ 

Child 33 16.75 78 11.21 111 12.43 

I 

Adult 164 83.25- 618 88.79 782 87.57 
•' 

Total 197 100.00 . 696 .. '100.00. 893 100.00 . 

( 

Pros and cons in regard to agricultural labour of women in the studied. 

areas has been represented by the following case study: 

' 
Fela Blfl.bi is living in Murshidabad basti with her five childrefl: Her 

husband is missing for ten years. She has no agricultural land in her possation. 

The family of six members are to run by her. Out of three sons one is polio .. 
. . 

affected. With a government relief last year she has managed to erect a ~utcha . 
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house. Most of the days a year she works as agriculture labourer. Except 
cype. . . . . ·.· 

ploughing she does all ~ of work related to agriculture. But she gets at least 

Rs.5/- less than the wage of a male. She earns Rs.20 to Rs.25 per day: This 

earning is not sufficient to meet the expenses of her family. So her eldest 

daughter has also been engaged in plucking tea leaves in the nearby tea 

gardens. Rigidity of social/religious control is relaxed in such cases. 

··Percentage of working women only 22.94 percnt. This figure excludes the · 

<:~0 
household work because the prime). of a girl or woman is to look after all the: 

domestic chores in the Badia society. She has to do these even after a few days 
. . 

of child birth. In the Uttar Dhamargach and Dakshin Dhamargach settlemellt~>'.it 

has been observed that many women perform the work of bidi binding alOng' with : 

other domestic works. In some houses the girl ch.ildren look aftet'their family and'. 

all the adult women do bidi binding .. Here, observance of purdah is reduced. The 

women also perform the business deal with the middle man involved. In bidi, 
. . . . ' ' ' . 

business. Husband-wife relationship in these families is of mutual co-oper~tion. 

Normally the wife do not utter the name of her husb·and. On the contrary_ 

the husbands do not hesitate to bit their wives if everything in the family is not 

kept in order. Sexual desire of the wife is also controlled by the husband. 

Clitoridectomy is not theY'ebut the wives are supposf?d to tolerate sexua'l .torture· . 

by their husbands. Woman is just like a commodity to her husband. 

·., .-. 
''' . 

:· -· 

. . •: 
.. 

. '' 

.-:-· ,'· 

· .. ' .· 

:•' 
;_.. ·-·. -·. 

. ' ' 
'!"', 
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Divorce can be obtained by a woman if she wants but no maintenance is 

granted to her. So for safety and security in most cases she does not claim 

divorce. Practically the institution of divorce is male biased. Exception to the 

normative aspect of divorce is also noticed in Maida basti of Milangarh village. 

Ainur Rehman, son of the maulabi of the village, has been married with his 

maternal cousin. She was a divorcee and her father i.e .. the maternal uncle of 

Ainur, promised to give him a large share of his huge property. After marriage 

Ainur's father-in-law as well as maternal uncle did not keep his word. His wife 

gave birth of two still born babies. Therefore, Ainur decided to divorce his wife 

and marry again. His father also gave consent on Ainur's proposal but one elder 

brother of Ainur stood on the way. He· is doing service in Police Department, 

Government of West Bengal. Then Ainur had to change his decision and 

ultimately the poor lady has been saved from the uncertai.nity of her lif~. Now 

they have a son of one year. 

Differential treatment for men and women is noticed in the normative 

behaviour of the Badias. Pronouncement of azan ·and · ekamat are done 

differently for a male child and a female child. For selection- of mat_e parents of 

the .groom is to intiate the move. According to law the women of Muslim 

community are allowed to inherit 1/8th of the property of male counterparts but 

the women in Badia community. specially among lower income groups, actually 

do not inherit any share except some movable things. 

,1· ' .• 

~ .. =··.· 

. ·~ 
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Differential attitude are also held regarding the girl child by the parents. 

As the male child is expected to support them in future the parents favour him. 

They like to feed him better than a female child. They prefer to send their son to 

the schools and colleges for higher education. Whereas religious education in 

Maktabs is considered sufficient for their girls. They do not allow the girls to go to 

cinema though boys are allowed to take part in various cultural activities. 

Educational scenario of the Badia women is shown below in comparison with 

their male counterparts: 

Table No. Vlll.2. 

Literacy Position of the Badias 

Standard Female Male Total 

No .. % No. % No. % 

Literate without Standard 47 12.84 58 10.41 105 i 1.13 
' ' 

Upto Class IV 275 75.14 388 69.66. 663 70.31 

Vto X 43 11.75 122 21.90 165 17.50 

M.P./ H. S. t 0.27 4 0.72' 5 0.53 

B .. A. 0 --- 5 0.90 5 0.53 

Total Literate 366 100.00 557 100.00 943 100.00 

Games and Sports are also the fields dominated by males. At the same 

age, when a boy is playing outside home a girl is engaged with her mother and 

work in stitching a cloth. It is considered a sporting event for her. 
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Traditionally participation of woman in politics is . not allowed by their 

society. They are to vote to the candidates in the general elections whom their 
' 

male counterparts select. Neither are. they allowed to campaign publicly for any 

candidate nor they can contest in election. But the situation is being changed. 

Due to latest amendment in the People's Representation Act of India the Badia 

women were forced to contest in the Panchayat Election. 

But, the situation is being changed gradually. For economic reasons and 

also for allowing the forces of modernisation the conditions of women are 

gradually improving. The girls are attending schools and women are engaged in 

the gainful employment outside their: homes. One third reservation of seats in 

public bodies like panchayat has ·forced the Badia people to accept womens' 

participation in politics. 
. .. ,· · .. 

Status of women is so low that al#widow has to pass through three 

months (periodic cycle) iddat period after the death of her husband. By this time 

. she can not marry but in case of husband at the death of his wife he can marry 

after forty days of mourning. 

An acute problem for affwidow is also found in Mujlimiras situation (son's 

death during his father's life timeX the. widow or her children are deprived of 

inheriting property. Family of procrea~ion i,gnores her as because she is a widow. 
f .• 

'· ; .. 

' ·.· ... ' 
.. 

,,,,- .. . :• ,·;'. ,. 
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Observation 

Muslim women are supposed to enjoy an equal status as per the_basic 

tenets of Islam. In empirical situation condition of women is somewhat different. 

In Badia society it has been observed that position of women is not considered at · 

p4r with the men. Though Meher is considered as a sole property of the woman, 

in most cases it is kept unpaid at the time of marriage. Mutual adjustment with' 

brothers, in regard to inheritance of property, also deprive the women of their 

actual share. 

· Both economically and educationally they are lagging behind the males. 

More than 80 percent of Badia women are confined to household work. They are.· 

solely dependent upon their male counterparts. Bidi rolling is the only source: 

from which a good number of women earn at least something. About 15 percent · 
' I • ' 

of women are engaged in .such type of work in the studied settlements. literacy · · 

rate of the Badia women is low (35.5%). Among the literate women. majority 

(87.98%) have read upto class IV. However, women extend immense service for · 

their families. They are overloaded with household duties. As a wife, Badia· 

woman is unable to enjoy a high status but as a mother she is esteemed high. 

Observance of. purdah is considered by them as a kind of social honour and 

respectibility. The condition of women in Badia society is also not static. They ·· 

are experiencing some changes. Women are being involved in politics too. 
·'; ·. 

.. · .. ' 

' . '~ . 

'•; 

.· .. ·· ; I 
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Chapter IX 

Badias Within the Larger Framework of Muslim Society 

To the Badias Islam is the only source and means of their life. They are 

guided by the rules professed by the founder of lslam--Muhammad (PBUH) .. 

They believe that human civilisation continues in the direction the god or allah 

wishes to direct it. All the activities they perform are controlled by the single god 

or allah. He.(god) has created man and according His will every man does his or 

her duties. No difference is basically there among men. Whatever the differences 
'•, .: ._·. · .. ,·· 

apparently seen are created by men only. These man- made-differences last in 
•, l I•• 

the society the people do not understand Islam proper!\"-

_In this study of a Muslim group following· pertinent questions are· to be. 

answered: 1) what is Islam or who are the Muslims? 

2) Whether all the followers of Islam do practice islamic rules? _ .. ·· 

3) =--w. lJoes the Badias fit into the frame work of muslim. society? 
.·,· 

·'·' 

'.,t· J' '!' . 

Various scholars have worked on the spirit of Islam. Islam is considered to· 

be derived a three lettered word SLM which means peac'E3., submission and · 

obedience. For the establishment of peace, submission to ~he god (allah) and 
. '"l .•. ,.. ; 

obedience His laws are necessary . This is the essence ·ot'islamic religion. "Islam 
. .. 1',- . 

,, 

advocates for peace and quest for the right way of lif~"(Mandal, 1994:28). 

''·<· ..... 



Followers of the Islam are knoWn- as Muslims. The Muslims are to believe 

in (a) oneness of god and (b) brotherhood among all the believers. According to 

Islam god (allah). is the only creator of the universe and His glory can not be 

shared with any one else. It negates any sort of intermediary between man and 

god. Islamic religion preaches direct and immediate relationship between man 

and god. No institutionalised role of priests or clergies is admitted in the religion 

of Islam or'in its holy book Quoran. A common man, if he possesses thafquality 

can conduct congregational prayer is really very significant part of Islam. 

Equality of man is an important principle of Islam. In religious, in the sight 

of god, every person is equal to other~ one. Islam provides a room for insurrection 

- - -

(Yawmul Qiyana) in order to regulate human behaviour: Independence and 

dignity of man are admitted in the Islamic world view. 

There are five fundamentalpillarS. Which are to b.e followed by a Muslim---

1) Kalema --- professing the faith that allah is the on-ly god and Muhammad is 

His last prophet. 

2) Namaj --- performance of prayers:_ -

3) Raja--- fasting in the month of Ramjary' 

4) Zakat--- payment of compulsory alms·. 
' .. ,: 

5) Haz --- prilgrimage to holy Mec~a:: _ '~ :. ---

But all these are not mand'ator)t·f~r every member of Muslim community. 
;· ·' 

. ' . . . 

First three are obligatory whereas last. twci are optional'. lslamisation is occurred 
.·.. ' ' . . . ' 

'i·i· 

.. , ; ·,. 

:', 
.. , . ~··· 
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only through for;nal declaration of accepting the first one of the above rules in 

presence of witness. 

Islamic view of society 

A society is an agglomeration of human beings. In Islam it is· termed as 

umma. Umma a society in which a number of individuals come together in 

harmony with an interaction of advancing and moving towards their common 

goal. Here, possession of a· common faith and goal of all the individuals in the 

society is emphasized. 

Material life of the people is not ignored by Islam. Economy is considered. 
., ! 

as the infrastructure of the umma.: It is believed that "whoever has no worldly life: 

has no spiritual life". The prophet Muhammad also has had his family life. He has 
-... ·.; 

prescribed the rules of inheritan.~e of property and various other things. These 
': : :, :~ . 

prescriptions are enumerated in the hadit. · 

In the islamic view of social life collectivity of the people, at least in terms . ' . . . . ' . . 

of faith has been emphasizeq .. Equality of status is acknowLedged in Islam . No 

difference between high and low of pure and impure is maintained in umma. 
:;\ i::; .·' 

Relationship of the individuals in' society is based on co-operation, sympathy, 
:'·'" 

'.···· .· .'. 

sacrifice and·above all, Muslim brotherhood . 
. ·, · ... 

Whatever may be the tradition of Islam the followers do not always adhere 

·to it, specially after the death of Muha~mad in the 632 A.D. Variations between 
' ·:_ '·.: / '; 

.· ,, 
., '· : .. . 



the text and the context i.e. deviations from the islamic rules is noticed in the 

actual behaviour of the Muslims (Mandai, 1994). 

History of the spread of Islam in various countries depicts the dynamic 

aspects of Muslim society. Ideologically Muslim society possess non-hierarchical 

world view with mono theistic ideology of god (allah); worshipping in one 

language (Arabic) and following a common code of conduct. Islam encouraged to 

fight against the idolatory belief and exploitative nature of the earlier social 

system existed before Muhammad (Wolf, 1955). Before the rise of Islam the 

social organisation of Mecca was based upon kinship sturucture. Incipient form 

of classes existed by the name of merchants and dependents or slaves. Patron

client relationship between various kin groups; real or fictional, was trat")sformed 

into an exploitative relation between the merchant and their personnels including 

middleman, debtors and wage earners. Number of agricultural proletariat had 

also increased in the outskirts of Mecca. Prophet Muhammad raised his voice in 

favour of toiling masses and opposed the practices of idolatory, sorcery,_ 

gambling and drinking habit. He was an enmployee to Khadeja and later married · · · 

her. He pleaded for a high status of woman. Ultimately the prophet became the 

preacher of Islam an~ the ruler of Arab. 

After the death of Muhammad his lieutenants known as Khalifas took over. 

the management of this state and religion. Abu Bakar-father-in-law of the · 

prophet, the first elected khalifa (632-634 A.D.) for several battles for the spread·. 

of Islam in several countries of West Asia like Mesopotamia and syria. The. 



I ')'J 

second khalifa--Omar (634--'-644 A.D.) extended the institution of khalifat upto 

Tripoly in the east and Afganistan in the west. Omar was succeeded by Osman 

(644--656 A.D.). Lastly Ali, son-in-law as well as cousin of the prophet 

Muhammad, was accepted democratically as a khalifa. But Ali advocated 

heriditary succession of the head of the institution of Khalifat. The supporters of 

earlier khalifas did not agree with Ali's advocacy. Ali wanted to confine the 

selection of khalifa within the quresh group only. The quresh group had a noble 

paydegree among the tribes ofArabia. Father of the prophet, Abdullah belong to 

this group though His mother was a member of Zuhara clan of the same tribes. 

Differences of opinion on the issue of leadership of khalifat ultimately weakend 

the strength of the institution and the resultant outcome was the emergence of 

Shia--Sunni controversy among the Muslims. 

· Followers of the early three khalifas are commonly known as Sunnis 

~ 

whe,reas those of Ali are the Shias. This set sentiment was actually gaining 

momentum after the death of Omar, the second khalifa. In the period of Osman 

and Ali rivalries between Banu Hasim and Banu Ummya clans had already been 

there. Muhammad belonged to the clan. After Ali's death Umayyads took hol9 of 

the leadership. First umayyad leader Muawiya (661--680 A. D.) brought about 
' - . ' 

changes in administrative and political organisation of Islam. A drastic step was 

taken by him to shift the go:vernment from religious to. secular force. He brought 

the end of republican khalifat and founded the monarchy rule. So the egalitarian 

and democratic politico-economic structure of Islam have been changed to 
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feudal- authoritarian type. Politics and religion stood apart during and after 

Umayyad dynasty. Divergence of the domains of political and religious elite 

aggravated the situation. After Ummayyads came Abbasuds in power (750--1258 . 

A.D.). Pre-islamic cultural characteristics have been incorporated in the Islamic 

tradition because of its enormous expansion within a short period of 300 years. 

By the end of 1Oth century Parsia and Turkystan came under the control 

of Islamic power and Khalifas' political autonomy was demolished. Indian 

territories were also experienced the attacks of the Turk rulers--Muhammad of 

Ghazni (Ansar;i, 1960: Siddiqui, 197 4 and Singh, 1973). Before conversion 

Pars ian society was stratified, into a hierarchical system. Syria followed 

phylosophy of Christian mysticism before· coming into the contact of Islam. This 

element of Greek culture is supposed to be the emergence of Sufism in Islam. In 

India also the tradition of Islam had to adjust with the great tradition of Hinduism 

and little tradition of the particular areas. 

Islam took the stride in Bengal through trade and missionary activities:· 

Later, of course, political domination by the Muslim imperialism was admitted. 

Unlike the northern and western partsof India penetration of Islam was started in 

the rural areas of Bengal (Roy, 1968 and Sarkar, 1972). Muslim saints. or the 

Sufis established their khanquahs (the place for meditation) in the rural ?reas of 

Bengal. They showed their mysticism and spiritual power to the rural toiling 

masses. In thirteenth and fourteenth centuries activities of sufis influenced the 
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Bengali people tremendously. These sufis belonged to different shoals of 

thought viz. Chistia, The Qadaria, Mujaddaria, Nakshbandia etc. Expansion of 

Islam in Bengal was also occurred through mass conversion and establi.shment 

of marriage alliance by the· Muslim rulers. Mass conversion took place from lower 

cast of the Hindu society. Conversion from higher caste people was held for 

obtaining material benifit and political power. Whatever the reasons behind the 

conversion, the converted Muslims of Bengal continued the practice of local· 

customs and participated in the Hindu festivals. Dual identity of Bengali and 

Muslims is conspicuous in their culture (Fruzzetti, 1984 ). 

Egalitarianism of Islam has also a bolt due to emergence of various 

groups and subgroups in Muslim society. The first sectarian division, as already 

referred, is noticed among the followers of the khalifas in the form of Shia-Sunni 

dichotomy. 

Depending upon the Muslim body of laws (sharia~) the code of conduct 

for muslim individuals was prepared. These laws were again classified into 1) 

obligatory, 2)prescriptive, 3) permissible, 4) disapproved and 5) tabooed. 

Interpretations of these rules of shariatl: laid to various theological divisions in 

both Shia and Sunni sects. Theological divisions _of Sunnis are Hanafi, Safei, · 

Maleki and Hambeli. These ·.names have been given after four theologists. 

Hanafis are again subdivided into Barelvi and Deobandi. The shias have ithiria

ashari, the Zaidi, lsmalia and lshadi schools of thought. It is believed that 
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traditional Islamic law is not a uniform legal code. In order to make concrete legal 

provision jurisprudence( the science of law or the principles upon which the laws · 

are based) on the shariah is necessitated. Generally spiritualism is not accepted 

·by the Muslims but complete rejection of it is also impossible for some people. 

The spiritualists are known as Sufis, Pirs or Murshids. They have various orders 

of their spiritual practices which ~recalled Silsila. 

Status differentiation has been made among the Muslims of India. 

Ethnicity of the people has also been considered in categorisation of the 

Muslims. According to status three groups are discernible·--Ashraf, Ajlaf and· 
' . 

Arzal or Ardhal. Ashraf upper class which includes descendants · of foreign· 

Muslims as well as converted muslims from higher cast Hindus. This category 1S 

again subdivided into Saiyyads~ Shaikhs, Mughais .. and Pathans. Sects from 

Arab, Shaiad from Persia, Mughals from Persian Gulf and Pathan from 

Afganistan or North-Western frontiers. Ajlaf or the middle class includes various 

. ' ' . ' 

functional groups majority of whom are the converts of functional castegroups of · 

Hindu society viz. Wj..ile~s. Barba(s, Tailors, Cotton Cardars and Oil Pressers etc. 

Arzal or Ardhal category includes the converted muslims from lowest rank of 

Hindu castg.hifarchy. Some of these groups are Halalkar, Lalbegi, Afdal and 
;... 

Bediyya (Levy, 1957). 

In the line of status differentiation, census of India 1911. categorized· the 

'. 

Muslim communities of Bengal into Sharif or Ashraf or Rais (who have either 
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noble birth, chief or leader of the community), Ajlaf/Attaf (wretcheds or mean 

people), Raizai/Razil (worthless people), Arzal (lowest), Kamina/Sitar (mean 

base) or Chhoto fat (GaiC 1911 ). 

Broadly the Bengali Muslims of 19th century can be classified into two 

status groups--Ashraf or Sharif and Atraf or Azlaf. Landed gentry and the people 

having noble ancestry belong to the Ashraf category while the peasants and 
~;....- ;.<bf-.u£. 

toiling masses are included in Azlaf category (Wali ~d ~). 
. . ~ 

The Badias in the studied area emphasized that they are Ahl-e-Hadit. 

They do not belong to any majhab. They strictly follow Quoran and Hadit. 

Practices of kalma, namaj, raja, jakat and haj is there-. N·o doubt about the 

religion of Islam among· the Badias. They have no he~itatiori or osci~tion 1n 

following great 'tradition of Islam. Their muslim . identity is unquestionable. 
. ' 

Theologically they belong to la-majahibi group which is a division of Sunni sect. 
I,·, 

'' 

It is also reported that the Badias of present Bangladesh and some parts of 

., ;j.~~~ 
Maida belong to Hanafi Majhab (Hoque, 1986). Marriage between ap( woman of 

Deobandi group of Hanafi majhab is observed in Maida district. In the sectarian 

division it can be safely inferred that the Badias belong to Sunni sect.. Non-

.participation in Muharam also indicates theirf detachmen~ with Shia sect of 

Muslims. 

I 



204 

No attachment with Pir or Silsila is noticed among the Badias. This clearly 

indicates that lslamisation of the B~dias is ~ot done by the i·nfluence of Sufism .. 

Pre-islamic beliefs and practices like Milad, Tatcha, Tazia, Saba-barat are also 

absent in the list of their socio-religious ceremonies. These lead to the doubt on 

their claim of Pathan origin. There ancestor relationship with the Afgan military 

force may be fictitious. 

·Habits of drinking and gambling_ are strictly forbidden in Badia society. 
) ''·. 

. . 

Awareness and faith on traditional islamic culture bring them closure to the Safei 

majhab and even the Ahl-e-Hadit is considered as a sect like Shia and Sunni 

(Mandai, 1994). 

Extra Islamic beliefs and. p~actices ·like wearing of. tabij (amulates), 
• ' .; ~-- ... , . " : '.. '.! 

hanging of broom stick on the. gate of Atur Ghar (the room in which new born 

baby and his/her mother stay), fear ~nd ?VOidance of inauspicious things exist 
. ··:;_ .. ·· '.· .. -

'\ ',, :<f' ·I 

there in Badia society. These believes, ?nd.practices (some times refer to as 

superstitions) show their inclination towards .little tradition of the areas where 

they are presently staying. 
, ... , ·X~ . . ,. . 

· .. ···· 
..· .· 

: •' 

·' 
' . . . ~ :- : . . . . . ', 

.. ;. i.; 

'~ i: 'i :• • I ~ 

Traditional occupation of cast.ration 'is a kind of functional aspect of caste 

society of the Hindus which ultimately le_ads the Badias to find a place in the 
., '1;.',' 1:·· 

Azlaf category of status divisio~ o(:.th~ M~~lims. Receiving the service of Dais 
r ~- ' ,: I ' ' .~: ' ' 

and Hajjams also corroborate the belief that ·they believe in ascribed status. So it 
. ;1', :· 

•' ,,,·., .. ' 



205 

would not be erroneous to think that, like many other Muslim groups, the Badias 

had also come from the lowest rung of Hindu caste society. 

The Badias have a limited social interaction with other· Muslim 

communities of their localities.· In the field situation it is observed that they are 

looked down upon by the other Muslim breathern but Badias call the local 

Muslims as Miya Bhai. The Badias themselves are aware of their lower status 

and, therefore, they keep themselves secluded. Distance is .maintained in 

performing Nam~j with other Muslims. Connubial relationship of the Badias with 

other Muslims is limited. 

··: .. 

Observation 

Badias do belong to the Ahl-e-Hadith. group of Muslims and strictly follow 

the principles ofQuran and Hadith. They are said to be the descendants of of the 

army personnel. of Pathan ruler --- Sher Shah. Intermixing of blood is difficuit to . 

ignore. In the local. social hierarchy: th~y are· placed at a ~~~er position.: ·:The 

Badias of Darjiling district do not have any hesitation to show respect to the local . 

Muslims. Tt;ley offer a high status to the local Muslims of Barelvi group of Sunni 
. '' ' 

sect. They address the local Muslims as Miya Bhai. The local Muslims, on the 

. other hand, look down upon the Badias. Local Muslims are hesitant to interaCt·· 

with the Badias . even at the time of performing Namaj. The Badias: ha.ve·, 
<' ' ' 

therefore, founded separate mosque· iri 'their settlements. Separate gorosthaq · 

(burial ground) is also used by the Badias. 

,·, .. 

~ . . . 



Chapter X 

Badias in Transition 

The Badias alias Shershabadias though belong to the Islamic religion has. 

had a traditional occupation of castration. Agriculture was also practised by 

them. They were engaged in cattle trade. Employment in the military force before 

and at the time of Mughals can not be ignored. But now-a-days their traditional 

occupation has almost been disappeared. Many a people have lost their landed' 

property either because of the imposition of la.nd ceiling act or to maintain the 
.• •1 

families they had to sell out the property. Number of. famiiies· have· been' 

increased by the natural process of population growth and b/ the division .of 
'r, ·• ' ' 

family. Ultimately most of the Badias have been transformed-· into marginal ........ \,- . . ',: . ,_ .... 

farmers and agricultural labourers. Income from the agricultural sources has· 
: .. ' 

• ' I ' 

become less as they do not respond to modern innovation·~ in agriclJiture, · 
, __ ·. 

.··,·.' 

Traditional method of cultivation of the Badias is considered scientific but it fails 

to sustain the growing population. The Badias also suffer from recurring floods in . . 

· ... : 

their localities because usually they live near low marshy land. and on the banks 

of rivers. In search of work mainly they had to migrate from their old habitations·.· .• 

Another factor of migration is the attitude of the people:; . The; Badias 

considered themselves as the descendants of militarY force ~f. Sh~r Sh~h ... They~ . 
,'•' --·:· '· ; ,·._··.:. ;·-,: -.. 

are stout and strong. They can easily defeat any person with 'wtiom they .irivol;ve 
~ : 1 , , I •. : ' • ; 'I : • i 

t'·:· ... ·· .. ' 
. ]•' 

. ·· .. _ .. · 
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in dispute mainly on the issue of land possession. From this attitude they go 

forward to fight against landed gentry. But the administrative backing do not go 

. ' 

in their favour. Sometimes they have been branded as a gang involved in dacoity 

and similar other offenses to ge.t rid of harassme~t from the Police department 

they decide to leave their residences. In Bihar the Badias have formed an 

association to fight against the vindictive attitude towards their society. 

On the issue of migration the softer side of their psyche also plays an 
/e~-?'wt 

important role. It is ~ •• that in slightest difficulty they decide to migrate and 

they possess this habit of frequent changing of their residences.· Therefore they 

have imprints of living in about four thousands of. villages in .west Bengal, Bihar, 

Nepal and Bhutan: Their settlements are mainly· restricted t~ the· villages. In 

towns of Maida and Murshidabad few· B~dias live:because oUheir engagement 

in various professional/services like teaching in colleges and: schools, practising 

law in the court etc. 

In the field of economy diversification of occupation is noticed. Apart from 
. ,. ·''" ' 

_the professionals and intellectuals a number of B~dia~ are working in the field of 

trade· and business, masonary, carpentry etc. Many of them have gone outside 

the state of West Bengal for working in industrie~ ,o.r any unorganized sectors. 
·,_-.-

Arbi is their lingua-franca. 

'' .,. 
' ~\·, .' / 

.: ·,_1: .. ·. 
' ; .. '• -~ . 

i ·. ·,.'·.:·_, . 

''; .· ··:,;. 

: ! 

. . .. 
·• ,.1 .·•·. 

;: _ _'1, 
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Majority of the people are educationally backward. Forty three percent 

people. of selected villages under study are literates. Female lite~acy rate is. 

much lower than their male counterparts. Their learning is restricted in Maktabs 

and Madrasas only. Literates are mostly educate in the formal standard of class 

IV. But it would also be kept in mind that some of them are higher educated 

having the degrees of M.A., B.ED., L.L.B, etc. Poets are also found among the 

Badias. Some of them have acquired national and international fame. 

For changes in the economy and educational spheres transformation in 

other aspects of life of the Badia community has also been occurred. In the 

traditional food habit they have a special item called kalai ruti ·or chapati made 

from kalai da (black gram).· Normally it is prepared with a mixture of one-fourth 

quantity of kalai atta (flour) and three-fo.urth quantity of rice atta. But now-a-days 

to make it more delicious the quantities of. the ingredients have just been 

reversed. In the well-to-do families the second matter is applied because it is 

unaffordable for the ordinary people.. To most of the rural people rice with fried 
l,_, ' 

jute leaves is a regular menu during the particular season of jute cultivation. On 

the other hand well off families are used to take fish regularly and meat and even 

polao (fried rice) during socio-religious occasions ... 

In dress pattern cha~ge is remarkable. Traditionally the Badia males are 

used to wear a lungi with a vest or half shirt. A napkin or gamcha is placed over 

their soldiers. But now-:a-days the affluent old Badia people even residing in rural 

areas are using towels . instead of gamcha. · The younger generations have 

brought a revolution in dress pattern. They are using full pants and dressed 
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showing suited-booted with a fancy hair cut. The traditional white cap called fez 

is only noticed during congregational prayers. · 

Social organisations of the Badias is in the phase of transition. The 

Badias have been divided into three major sections. The dominant one is the 

Shersabadias who claim to be direct descendants of the military personnel of 

Sher Shah. They live in Maida and Murshidabad districts of West Bengal as well 

as in Rajsahi district of Bangladesh. In another group known as Penchi Badias 

live in Maida district along with the Shershabadias. Some times they demand 

that they are Ashrafs (Great Muslims). They are also found in Shibganj police 

station areas of Bangladesh. They belong to Hanafi majhab. They have a 

difference with the Shershabadias in language and customs or habits. The third. 

group generally termed as Badia only who are again subdivided into Chakaiah ·· 

Badia, Jo\Jia Badia and Nengfikhola Badias. Chakaiah Badias are found mostly 

in Kaliachowk police station and ltahar police station areas of Maida and North 

Dinajpur districts respectively. In Coochbehar district presents of Chakaiah Badia 

is observed alongwith Jog_ia Badia (Samad·: 1991). Chakaiah Badias are involved 

in making cart wheels. Jogia Badia is again known as Pakhdhara Badias as they 

mostly engaged in hunting birds. Nengtykhola Badias are .solely living on 

agriculture. They work in a paddy field wearing a short piece of cloth locally 

called as nengty or under-Wear. 

Badia family and kinship system is· undergoing change. Not so earlier a .. 

joint family with more than thirty individuals are found because of their joint 
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property holding but now-a-days the size of a family has been reduced to three 

members even. Owing to diversification of occupation this has become possible. 

The unit which was joined earlier called as a parivar has now become a bangso 

or lineage. In many areas, still now, a member of the Badia community is 

identified with a paribar, though he has his own family of nuclear type or a joint 

type, either patrilineal or fraternal, of say ten to fifteen members. On the one 

hand joiintness has been reduced and on the other. kinship net~ork has been 

extended. Earlier to keep the property within· themselves marriage between the 

kins in the form of parallel cousin marriage and cross cousin marriage has been 

preferred. Now-a-days the Badia people do not have the zeal to parallel cousin 

marriage. Incidence of cross cousin marriage ha$ also been reduced. It is often 
'· 

thought that marriage between the kins creates some problems in their families 

like barrenness which often leads to divorce. Avoidance of kin marriages cuts . . 

acros9 the economic condition of the families. The: poor families ·~o have little 

or no landed property in their possession do think tha~ selection of a bride . 

outside the lineage makes no difference. Only as a remnant .. of tradition they 

have established marital relationship with their kin. The endogamy factors of the . 

Badias also forces them to select the brides from their relatives. 

Contrary to the situation the well-to-do families mostly· discarded the 

. practice of preferential kin marriages. They are conscious of their own status in 

the eyes of other people with whom. they have interaction at various levels. In a 

case study of a rich paribar (lineage) of Bairgachi village of Maida district' it has .. 

.. I 

" •, 
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been found that two marriage alliances have been made between kin out of total 

22 marriages occurrences. Aft~r the name of Muhammad Ali Biswas the lineage 

or paribar or the khandan is popularly known as Biswas Paribar or Biswas 

Khandan. Muhammad Biswas had 200 bighas of land in his possession. His third 

son was married to the daughter of his second wife's sister. The couple had no 
·• . . .. -fPY ' . . . . 

issue upto four years of marriage. Then they opted ~ talaq or ~issolution of 

marriage. The other case. of cross cousin marriage happened in the third' 

descending generation of Muhammad Biswas. His first son's fourth son married a 

girl who is the daughter of the groom's half-maternal uncle. 

Barring this two cases of kin marriages all the marri'a.ge alliances held 
. . . . . - . 

outsid,e the patrilineage (khandan or paribar). Naturally the Biswas paribar has 

large number. of affinal kins (Atimiya/Mehman).· ·They . h~ve a l'arge kinship 

relations among whom non-Badias and non-Ahl-e-Hadit people also exists. 

There are ten families (ghar) in Biswas pariqar/khandan at present. Out of 

ten families only one family is of joint type and rest nine are of nuclear types. 

Rate of divorce has been lowered among the Badias and also the practice 

of polygamy. A stereotype is that the Indian Muslims are more polygynous than 

the Hindus. Facts do not support this notion. Before 1940s rate of polygyny 
. I . • 

among the Muslims were higher than that of the Hind~s. Si~ce ·191-yi-gradual 

decrease in the rate of polygyny among the Muslims is noticed. Comparative 

figures on incidence of polygyny among the Hindus and Muslims at different 

Censuses are as follows: 

, 
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Table No. X.1. 

Incidence of Polygyny among Hindus and Muslims 

Category 1931-1940 1941 - 1950 1951- 1960 1961 - 1970 

Hindu 6.79% 7.15% 5.06% 5.80% 
,. 

Muslim 7.29% 7.06% 4.31% 5.73% 

(Source--- Dube: 1990) 

Among the Badias in the studied settlements it is recorded that incidence 

of polygyny is only 1.63 percent. 

In regard to inheritance of property it is observed that the Badias make 

some adjustment with their female inheritors. It does not always follow the rules 

of Shariaf;l: To keep good relation with other brothers some sort of adjustments in 

sharing of property is well accepted by the sisters. According to the Shariatrlaws 

son's widow and her wards would be deprived of the share (Mujlimiras) if 

deceased father distribute his properties during his lifetime. In the studied area it 

has been observed that the widow recei'ved a share from her father-in-law after 

the death of her husband. 

Changes in the traditional pattern of Jamat/Paich is also observed. Paich 

--~ ' ' ' 

or Jam at ~meant for looking after the religious aspects only. A mosque oriented 

life of the Badias has become secular· with the introduction of Panchayati Raj 

institution. Leaders of the traditional panchayat, in many cases, have occupied 

the position of formal panchayat.. In the structure of the traditional panchayat 

som.e changes have also been noticed .. It is significant to note that the common 

people go to the panchayat members in their difficulties and not to the moral or 
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sardar of the paich. Ultimately the function of paich leaders remain confined to 

!l the religious life and development of mosque. 

Purdah system among the Badias is ~!most turned down. Among the poor 

families the females compelled to go to the agricultural fields as well as to the 

near by urban places for earning wages. Among the well-to-do families it is felt 

that they would remain be backward if their women do not go outside. In this 

section girls or women are riot always escorted by males when they go outside. 
' 

But performance of Namaj five times a day is maintained by the Badia married 

woman (except working ladies) though their male counterparts do not always 

bother to follow this religious prescriptions. 

Habits of drinking liquor and gambling, though forbidden by Islam, have 

slowly stepped into the Badia society .. The elders council called paich or jamat · 

take serious action against such cases but as a form of occupational' vice such 

habits have made rooms. 

Observation 

The Badias were the army personnel of Sher Shah at the initial stage of 

their settlemet}t in Indian soil. Castration ~~supposed to be one of their 

. . ~7. -H'\~~e.-V -~ 
traditional occupations. At present castration is,t done by ~ of th~ · 

group. They are now considered as a good agricultural people. 

At the early phase most of the Badias were settled in some places of 

Bihar. Gradually they migrated to various districts of Bihar and West Bengal. In 

West Bengal their main concentration is noticed in Murshidabad and Maida 
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districts. A good number of Badias are also settled in North Dinajpur and 

Darjilihg districts. Main reason for their migration to these latter districts is 

economic. 

They are mainly settled in low marshy land wherefrom they can easily 

draw water to irrigate their cultivable land. This sort of land is also available at a 

cheaper rate. Apart from agriculture the Badias are engaged in various other: 

occupations. Masonry and carpentry are the two economic pursuits where the 

Badias have begun to stride. 

In the field of literacy, the· Badias have failed to reach the national 

average. But some of them have already achieved· the highest degree· ~f formal 

education. Few, of them are working as teachers in schools and. colleges .. 

Advocates and Physicians are also reported to be there among the Badias. 

The changes in economic and educational spheres, have brought about: 

some social changes in Badia community. Kinship syste.m and type of family are. 

also being changed. Change is also observed in the outlook of the. community. 

Political participation of women has now been experienced by the Badias . 

. ·\ ' .. : 
I,.· 

. ',.:. 
''. ' 

'_.. _. 

' . <' . 



Chapter XI 

General Observation 

The discussion has been held to find out the culture of a specific group 

called Badia alias Shershahbadia following the Islamic religion. The study aims 

at revealing the existing socio-economic condition of the Badias. The specific 

objective of this study is to highlight the social as well as cultural life of the Badia 

Muslim group regarding whom no Sociological and/or Social Anthropological 

study has been made. so far. It is also envisaged to find out how far the Badias 

adhere to maintain the uniqueness of their cultural traits. 

Primary data for this study has been colleCted' with the help of 

Sociological and Social Anthropological. methods. Fieldworks have been 

conducted in seven Badia settlements· of Maida, North Dinajpur and Darjiling 

districts of West Bengal. 

Sporadic information regarding the distribution of the Badias reveals that 

their main concentration is in the State of Bihar. In West Bengal they are found 

in a good, number in the districts of Murshidabad, Maida, North Dinajpur and 

Darjiling. So far the historical materials available, the Badias appear in the Indian 

soil during the period of Pathan invasion. It is assumed that the Badias intrude in 

Bengal th~ough Punjab province. During. Pathan rule the territory of Bengal was 

expanded from Orissa to North-Eastern India via Bihar and Koch Behar 

respectively. In this entire region, therefore,. presence of . Badias is quite 
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impossible to deny. Ambiguity remains in identifying the Badias so also exists the 

1..__ controversy regarding affinity. It is fashionable to assume their ancestral 

relationship with Bediya or Bede, Bedia and Bedouin. But the physical feature 

and social characteristics including religiosi-ty, places of origin and settlement, 

occupations etc. help to believe firmly that the Badias are the descendants of the 

military personnel of the crafty Afghan ruler --- Sher Shah. The fate of the Badias 

was at stake after the flee-away of their leader. The people of the Badia group 

were ultimately engaged in agricultural practices along with non-agricultural 

labour in order to lead an easy economic life. 

Present study is an outcome of information collected from seven Badia 

settlements· ·(Bastis) in three districts of West Bengal. These seven Bastis are. 

distributed in six Mouzas. ln. Milangarh-JorePakri Mouza of Darjeeling district 
'YY?~&-?~ ~ ~7~.£- . 

there are two distinct and adjacent Bastis ~A. have migrated from Maida and 

Murshidabad districts. Afte_r the name. of the district of origin these two Bastis are 

called as Maida Basti and Murshidabad Basti. Other two Bastis of Darjiling 

district are in Hakragach Mouza and Chikanmati Mouza. Two settlements from .. 

North Dinajpur district have been included in this study. These two are from two· 

different Mouzas viz. Dhamargach South and Dhamargach North. A portion of 

Badia settlement of Durgapur . Mouza in Maida district · h·as also been 

incorporated in this study. 

All the seven settlements under study are in rural areas and three of them 

are very close to the respective Block Head Quarters. Road communication and 

transportation facilities are developed in only one of these three settlements. So, 
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physically, the settlements under study are almost isolated. Barring Babl~bona. 

the Badia settlement in Maida district, all the settlements are of recent origin 

The oldest one of the other six settlements is hardly of forty years old. Reason 

for migration to these settlements is mainly to get rid of pov'erty. They have been · 

experiencing repeated flood occurrences in their place of origin. Agricultural 

resources have been limited. In order to maintain their families they moved·· 

towards northernmost part of West Bengal. Initially they got involved in earth 

work of various development projects like Hydei.Eiectricity Project, Extension of 

railway lines, Teesta Barrage Project etc. Gradually they settled in the• bastis 

purchasing land ·with much lower rate compared to that of their earlier 

habitations. Since 1968 they have settled in Darjiling ·and North DinaJpur 
. :. ' 

districts. ·. :· ...... . 

Altogether 2716 persons are found living in these seven settlem·~·ilts''in · · 

455 households. They have a sex ratio of 929 which is quite simil'ar to that of 

total Muslim population in India (930). Fifty two per cent of the. population belong 

·to the category of children below 15 years of age. About 60 per ce·nt -of tot a!· · 

· population have not yet been married. Small' family ·Aorm is not followed by 

majority of the Badias though they have a tendency to live in nuclear type of. 

family. Only ten per cent of total households are considered as of joint type. 

Among the Badias literacy rate is 43 per cent. Females are lagging much . 

behind the males in respect of literacy. For the males the literacy rate is about 50 ·· 

per cent whereas for the females it is only 3[5 per cent. Among th~ liter~tes ·. 

majority (more than 70%) have read upto class IV. Only ·17.5 per cenf oft6tal; · 

. ,' 
: '. 
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literates belong to the secondary stage of formal education. Percentage of 

literate people beyond Madhyamik (School Final) standard is negligible. 

Only 10 per cent of the Badia households belong to the category of small 

farmer as they hold 2.5 acres to 5 acres of cultivable land. About 90 per cent of 

the household have either a marginal holding (42.9%) or landless (46.2%). 

The Badias are mostly living in thatched houses. Pucca houses 

with brick walls and concrete roof are rarely fm~nd. The walls of the thatched 

houses are mainly built of mud supported with bamboo· splits as and when 

necessary. Many houses are found, specially in Darjiling district,. having. no mud 

walls. The sides of the rooms are built either with splitted bamboo or simply with 

jute· sticks. The Badia houses are arranged lineally on both sides of roads. The 

settlements have normally developed by the side of a river or stream. 

Badias do keep buffaloes and · cows in their households. 

Domesticated animals have an economic value to them as these are helpful for 

agriculture and transportation. 
r•:. 

/~ -- . 

Rice ~ thei;stapl'e food .. 'The Badia~ are also. fond of taking 
..... 

kalai-ruti (chapati made from black gram). As an ordinary meal they take rice with 

available vegetables. Meat and Polao (fried rice) areoccasional dishes for the 

Badias. A major section of the· Badias are found. taking simply rice with dal or 

fried jute leaves at noon. When economic condition permits they prepare 

delicious dishes like simui, Malpoa, Pituli (sweet rice ball) etc.· Alcoholism is 

extremely limited in Badia society-. The utensils -used by the Badias are mainly of 

stainless steel and bell-metal. 

Badias do prepare many equipments and furnitures· ·as a part of their 

handicrafts. They make kuthi (container of grains) with bamboo splits by 
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themselves. Badia women are found engaged in stitching clothes (kantha) as a 

. pastime activity. 

At present Badia people are mainly engaged in agriculture. In many 

areas they have settled clearing forests. They have transformed the infertile !ana 

into an agricultural field. But possession of land is not sufficient for maintaining 

their families. Nearly 50 percent of the households under study do not possess 

any land for cultivation. The Badias are engaged in various types of occupation 

like agricultural, daily labour, rickshaw/ van pulling, masonry, carpentry 

peddling, bidi roling etc. Involvement in small business has also been found. A!! 

these economic pursuits are the predominant fields of the males. More than 80 

percent of the females· are engaged in household work. The rate . of their 

participation in gainful employment is low among the Badias~ It is on!y 33 

percent. Naturally dependency ratio is high (120.81 ). 

A little more than thirty per cent of people are engaged, in ga,nful 

employment. Among the earners, three- fourth are males. Feme3les mostly earn 

throug~ rolling bidi at home. Participation of women in agricultural field is- no:1c-e-J 

but the rate of such work is very low. 

Badia people are poor The average annual family. income l·s· only · 

Rs.11 ,585/-. Members of sixty-per cent of the households live below poverr.y-ti.11e 

. with an annual income below Rs.11.000/- in their family. OnlY· about three per 

cent of the households have an annual income above Rs. 30.000t- .from a:J 

sources. About two-third of total households are living just at the sub~!stence 

level. 

Badias consider marriage as an essential part of life. Regarding. s-e!e-:tion 

of spouse they try to maintain a safe distance from other group of Muslims: Even 

for intra-community marital alliance they consider Sefad and.· Akidc:i'.. These a~e 

nothing but the manners and practices of a localised section of the group .. Bot~. 

parallel and cross-cousin marriages are found among the Badias. Nikahnarr..a 
- ' . ~ : . . . . . ' . . . 

Meher and presence of. M'o witnesses along 'with an Ukil are_ the: ob!fgatory. 

aspects of a legal marriage in Badia society. Divorce and widow remardage a~e 

well accepted in their society. Age at marriage is found low among the Badras 

·, ., ' . ' ~ ' .. 
• • • 1 ' • • 

•·, ·.·, 

J • •• 
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Mean age at marriage is only 16.98 years. Incidence of polygyny is negligible. 

Out of 492 married persons, eight males are having two wives. 

Family in Badia society is of patrilineal and patrilocal type. Size of family 

is not small among the Badias. On an average six persons live rer family. One

third of the total households have restricted their family size within four members. 

The Badias consider welfare of all the members are the responsibility of the 

head of the family. Property is inherited by both male and female successors 

according to the rules of Sharia. Mutual adjustment between brothers and sisters 

in regard to inheritance of property is a common phenomenon of the Badias 

living in the settlements. 

The Badias follow the instructions of Islam laid down in Quran and 

Hadith in their religious-cultural life. Extra islamic activities are very limited in 

their way life. Only a few superstitious activities are done by the Badias. Pirs or 

the spiritual saints are accepted to them. They believe in equality and mankind. 

In practice it is observed that the Badias are of orthodox type. They do not allow 

the elements of little tradition to take much room in their culture. Distinctiveness 

in performing namaj is also noticed. For the obvious· reason the local non-Badia 

Muslims do not interact with them at large. On the other hand, the Badias also try 

to maintain a separate identity and reflect it through performance of various 

socio-religious affairs according to their own. customs. To other Muslims they are 

la-majahibi or a non-religious group. · · · 

In Badia society position of women is npt considered at par with the men. 

Though Meher is considered as a sole property of the woman, in most caS€S it is 

kept unpaid at the time of marriage. Mutual adjust~~n~with brothers, in regard to 

inheritance of property, also deprive the women of their actual share. 

More than 80 percent of Badia WO!ll~n are confinec;:f to household work. 

Economically they are solely dependent upon. their' male counterparts. Bidi 
. ' 

rolling is the only source from which a good number of women ~arn at least 

something. About 15 percent of women are engaged in such type of work in the 
..... 
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studied settlements. Literacy rate of the Badia women is low (35.5%). Among the 

literate women, majority (87.98%) have read upto class IV. However, women 

extend immense service for their families. They are overloaded with household 

duties. As a wife, Badia woman is unable to enjoy a high status but as a mother 

she is esteemed high. Observance of purdaf1 is considered by them as a kind of 

social honour and respectibility. The condition of women in Badia society is also 

not static. They are experiencing some changes. 

The Badias were the army personnel of Sher Shah at the initial stage of 

their settlement in Indian soil. Castration is supposed . to be one of their 

. . . ~ //,_VU:<-ft-?~-'& 
traditional occupations. At present castration i~done by ~ of this 

group. They are now considered as a good agricultural people. 

They still prefer to ~ettle in low marshy land wherefrom they can easily 

. . . . 

draw water to irrigate their cultivable land. This sort of land is also available at a 
. ', -: .'· ' • . I - . 

cheaper rate. Apart from agriculture the Badias are engaged in various other 

occupations. Masonry and carpentry are the two economic pursuits where the . 

Badias have begun to stride. ~ 

In the field of literacy,. the· Badias have failed to reach the national 
I 

j 

average. But some of them have already achieved the highest degree of formal· 

education. Few of them are working as teachers in schools and colleges. 

Advocates and Physicians are also reported to be there among the Badias. 

The changes in economic and educational spheres have brought about 

some social changes in Badia community. Kinship system and type of family are 

. ''.I 
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also being changed. Change is also observed in the outlook of the community. 

Political participation of women has now been experienced by the Badias .. 

'n the local social hierarchy they are placed at a lower position. The 

Badias of Darjiling district do not have any hesitation to show respect to the local 

Muslims. They offer a high status to the local Muslims of Barelvi group of Sunni 

sect. They address the local Muslims as Miya Bhai. The local Muslims, on the 

other hand, look down upon the Badias. Local Muslims are hesitant to interact 

with the Badias even at the time of performing Namaj. The Badias have, 

therefore, founded separate mosque in their settlements. Separate gorosthan 

(burial ground) is also used by the Badias. 

Inter community dispute is resolved through paich or jamat. Interaction 

with the neighbouring communities, specially the Muslims, have developed now-

a-days. But the Badias still maintain their distinct identity by cultivating some 

socio-religious institutions which are unique to them. Non-acceptance of Pirs, 

~~ non-involvement in popular Muharam, non- ~ n Milad, unique marriage 

practices and use of separate Mosques and burial grounds have helped the 

Badias for boundary maintenance. 
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