‘Chapter V

Economic Pursuits

3

An attempt has been made here to provide an account of economic life of
the Badias mainly on the basis.of primary data collected from the settlements

under study.

It is estimated that more than 7(;'.)..oeroent of Muslimsv. ltye“h‘elovaoverty
Iine(Engineer - 1985). Muslims in West Bengal are oonsrdere‘d as economloally.
backward though approxrmatlon of therr |nvo|vement in gamfol employment in
both public and prrvate sectors is very difficult. Majorrty of them (57%) are
engaged in agnculture and allied actlvmes Bidi roIIrng |s found as one @’ﬁ&o

subsidiary occupations (Hussain : 1991)

An idea on the oocupatrons of the Badias has already been’glven in the
prevrous chapter on Research Settlng By trad|t|on the Badlas are agriculturists
or. engaged in military force and in the work of oastratlng cattle Engagement in
the profession of circumcision has been noticed in a vrl‘lagelof_.undrvrded Bengal. - o

- Circumcision "“is performed by a group of Muhammedan“s'f'known as badias.
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Their profession is to ‘circumcise boys and castrate domestic animals. The
badias live-in another village in the locality. They are jooked down upon byother‘
Muhammedans, who will not-accept”any food from them or intermarry with them.
For circumcision the badias generally charge one rupee from the comparatively
better-off households and elght annas from the average four annas being the

rate for the poor households" (Mukherjee 1971 . 207)

primarily engaged in circumcision. The. Badias are of the opinion that a special

training is necessary for such type of work which is presently Iackrng among
them. The persons who are domg such type of activity are called hauam or osta.
Osta has been rdentrfled as an occupatronal group or rndrgenous group (Jat)

West Bengal, the members- of this group are myolved in- circumcision (Mondal,

1994).

Badias are found in various activities now—a-days; Diversification in
occupatlonal structure of the Badlas has become possrble because of their
settlements in various areas near town or semi- urban Iocahty Sophlstlcated.

profeSSIons of physncuan doctor and advocate have been found among them But

these professions are restncted to certain families Ilvrng maln!yf in urban areas.

In the rural areas Badras are malnly engaged |n agrlcultural work. Their

involvement in drfferent types of actrvmes is shown in the table beIow
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Table No. V.1.

Sex wise Occupational Distribution of Badias

Occupation Male Female Total Percentage
' ' of workers
Cultivation 231 0 231 118.02
33.14 —
Ag. Labour 50 . 7 57 4.45
747 1.20
Daily Labour 180 - 7 187 - | 14.59
25.82 1.20 :
Rickshaw pulling | 13 0 13 1.01
1.86 - , =
Business 22 2 . 24 1.87
: 13.16. 1034 , -
Service/Teaching | 8 o1 9 0.70
: 1.15. 0.17 ‘ -
Masonry : 92 1 93 7.25
13.20 0.17 '
Carpentry 62 - 0 , 62 | |484
] 8.90 ' -— ' R
fronsmithing . 1 10 1 - 10.07
' 0.14 - ‘ o
Peddling 22 . o 22 |172
| 316 |- 4
Bidi rolling 3 | 84 _ 87. . |678
| 0.43 1436 s '
Servant/Shepherd | 5 . 3 8 0.62
1 0.14 ' 0.51 ‘ ,
Tuition 0 ' |1 1" 0.07 .
— 0.17 -
Begging | 3 . 4 - 10.31
' 0.14 - 10.51 I :
Household work | 3 .| 476 479 - 1 37.36
‘ 0.43 18136 ¢ o ! o
Total . 699(54.37%) | 585(45.63%) | 1284 100.00
: 100.00 - {100.00 - |

N.B. Percentage to column total is placed in shaded area. i,
Out of a total population. of"'2716 it is fond that-' 1'284 people are engaged
in different types of occupatlon But all these 1284 people are not engaged in .

gainful employment. Hence the dependency rat:o |s as hlgh as 120 81 among
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the Badias*. Obviously, work participation rate is very low. About 33 percent of
total population are engaged in gainful employment. Among the earners involved
in gainful employment male - female ratio is 4 : 1. Sex wise distribution of

workers engaged in gainful employment is shown below:

Table No.V.2. _

| Distribution of workers engaged in gainful employmeht .

‘1 Gender. Number of Worker | Total Population Percentage .
Male 696 1408 78.03
Female ' 197 1308 21.97

- Total 893 2716 32.88

Work participation rate has been raised in two setﬂements'by higher
involvement of women in gainful employment .Distribution of earners and work

participation rate are shown in the following table:

Table No.V.3.

Distribution of earhers~ and Work participation rate

Category Chika | Mal. Mur. Nitbéz Uttar Dakshin | Babla | Total | Perce
‘nmati | Basti | Basti |ar Dhama | Dhamar | - ntage

: . rgach gach : ,

Total Eammers |88 62 183 80 175 236 69 -893 32.88

Male Earners | 88 61 167 77 93 . 141 =69. 696 77.94.

Female Earner | O 1 16 3 82 95. |0 197 | 22.06

Tofal Non - Eamers | 210 | 184|639 | 174 | 180 | 270 :'226 [ 1823 [67.12

Work Participation | 2953 [ 2520 | 24.02 | 31.50 | 49.30 | 46.64 ::23.3'.9f 3288 | —

Rate ' L ’ :

Population below 15 years + Population above 60 years:

* Dependency- ratio = : X 100:

Popuiation between 15 and 60 -years
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In general the Badlas are poor people. Only 3 percent of total Badla
households under study have an annual income of more than Rs 30 OOOI— in the
year 1998. Owing to their engagement in various activities lncorne of the Badia
households has also been varied. According to the annual tan"lil)l/:income‘ total
households of the studied area have been distributed as foll'olAls:‘ B
Table No.V.4'. B

Annual Income wise distribution of Households

Annual Family income — Number of Households _Percen‘tagev !
Less than Rs.4,000 /- 42 9,23.' '
Rs.4,000 to Rs 6,200/~ . |78 1714 — .
Rs6,200/- o Rs 8,500/~ | 96 .~ 21 09:_?_;7.,
[Rs.8,500/- to Rs.11,000/- A' 7 18 02'::.
Rs 11,000/~ to Rs.15,000/- | 69 — | 546
Rs.15,000/- to Rs.30,000- | 75 i16.48;fj’-‘-_."j
More than Rs.30,000/- 13 | 286 3
Total 455 lcol.’ob_- J

Economic condition of the households is also depende'nt- on.’ the ‘size of-

land holding specrally the holding of agricultural land lt has been found in the

studied settlements that almost frfty percent of the households are landless ; :

More than forty percent of peaple are to be consrdered as margrnal _farmers as -

their families hold upto 2. 5 acres of cultivable land Drstrlbutlon of seholds'

according to size of land holding is shown below:
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Table No V.5.

Distribution of Households accordlng to Slze of Landholdlng

Size of holding Numb\e‘r of l—louseholds ) lf’ercentage _
Landless 210 v‘ ' | [46.20-.‘: |
Upto 2.5 acres - 195 : ._ ' 4290 2

2.51 acres to 5.00 acres | 45 S S 989 ’v ,
5.01 acres to 10 acres | 5 | 110 B
More than 10 acres --- : - | , ,-“; »O .

Total | 455 S - '_1oo;.oQ;-‘-‘ -

Badias are marnly engaged |n cultrvatlon but nearly .half of their
households are having no cultivable land They have to depen‘d lon their labour -- .
either agricultural or unspecified ones. lBVuslness as'anvocculpat‘lonal pursult has
emerged now-a-days. lhese three sectors“of: econvonwy. hav:ef,‘ theretore; been
elaborately discussed. E |
Agriculture

The Badias are champion i in agrrcultural activities. They‘have' a tradmon to.
7 cultivate the infertile low land. They do hard labour to transfer fallow land into
agricultural field. Thelr mlgratory hablt is supposed to be developed from this
skill. To enhance economic condltlons of thelr famllles they search for fallow
rnfertlle land Wthh is obviously avallable in cheaper rate They purchase such
type of land and do cultwate for few years If the place of re3|dence in that area

suits them then they settle there otherwrse sale out thelr land at a hlgher rate. -
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They receive the hlgher rate. because by that time the fallow land has been
transformed into agrlcultural fleld Nevertheless the Badias do cultivate their land
scientifically which ultimately yield a qud product.A Naturally they earn more from
the same amount_ot land than that of a fermer belonging to any other community
living in the same locality._ To get a bet_ter production the Badi‘as make the field
rectangular in sher)e. In sut;h a shepe' nloughing becomes easier and time
saving. Naturally cost of_'etlltivation hes been cut down by them. As a result of
easy ploughing they can prepare the field at the level of their satisfaetien. Just
after harvesting they plough the agrieultdrel field agein. With this process the
remnants of previous erep plants,vh_ev‘e been transformed into manure. It also

help in destroylng'variolds insec,ts!énd their larvae. They_consider thet this
process of Killing insects lS u“seful thanthe Vappllcation of chemical insecticides. -
Therefore, insteadvof uslng- modern tee'hnology they prefer to indigenous ones

which give them a better result.

- Labour

The Badias are e} ‘h'erd\"/l'/orldng -gro‘up of people. They extend their labour
not only in their agrlcdltdral 'fieldsi-":bdt: elso to _anyb‘ody else.'About 5 percent of
workers among the Badiﬁas have t)een !tednd-onrklng in the agricultural field as .
labourer. The Ba‘dia‘s ere‘ ;lse engaged in the non-agricultural sector. As daily
[abourer both males and- ‘females“vllorkj‘in the roadside, tee garden, market place ‘
etc. As a helper. to masons and carpenters many Badias are found working. At

the later stage these helpers turn themselves into a full fledged mason and
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carpenter. Existence of child labour is also there among the Badias. The parents

of such chiid labourers are of the opinion that they can run their family Smoothly

if a child earns something father than sitting idle at home. Child labour in tea
~stalls, carpentry work, masonry, agriculture, tea garden and bidi rollihg _"are'_"

found. Majorjty of the child Iaboﬁrers are males. Girls of tender age are-‘ allso.

engaged in hard work but they are mostly restricted to their household arena and -

therefore are not considered as child labour. Distribution of adult as well as child . |

fabourers in the settlements under study is shown in the following table:

Table No.V.6
Settlement wise distribution of Workers ‘
Settlemént Adult Workers Child Workers Total Workers- -
Male | Female | Total | Male | Female| Total | Male F'emale;TotaI,
Chikanmati |73 |0 73 [15 |0 5 [88 |0 |88
Malda Basti |58 |1 59 |3 |0 3 (61 (1. |62~
Murshidabad Basti| 165 | 13 178 |2 3 5 167 | 16 / | 183
Nitbazar 58 |3 - |8t |19 [0 |19 :7'7 3 . |80
Uttar Dhamargach | 76 67 143 |17 15 32 93 82 - {175
Dakshin Dhamargach [ 121 | 80 201 [20 |15 35 [141 |95 236
Bablabona 67 |0 67 |2 |0 2 69 [0 |69
Total 618 | 164 782 |78 |33 111 [696 i97,, 893
Business

involvement of Badias in business has also been observed' in- the areas

.under study. Their economic condition being not so well, the Badlas do busmessf

with low caprtal mvestment In some cases, for business, they take Ioans fromv

mahajans (money lenders) belonging to Marwari or any other commumty at hlgh
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interest. The loans are repaid normally in time. -With low capital the Badias are
'engagedin the business of paddy, jute and other crops. In the business ef cattle the
Badias are frequently involved. The persons engaged in these sorts ot husiness are
known as paikar or whole seller. Apart from such whole sale: trading the B‘adias are
al'eo engaged in 'retailing of vegetables, groceries and clothes. Involvement in oraft
business like preparation' and selling of iron rings used for‘ cart vyhee|s' is found |
among .the Badias. Other iron implements needed mainly for agricutture have also
been prepared by Badia black smiths; Household industry ltke“ bidj rolling is ctone by
.male, female and children of Badia society. Many people of Malda and Mﬁrshidabad
district are eng_aged in silk and tobacco industries but as scope is not there in the
areas of Badia settlements under study, involvement of the E-Bja'dias. in such type of

activities has become difficult to quantify.

Observation

In the early days of their settlement the Bad‘ia's were' engaged in gnarding the
kingdom of the then rulers.‘ They had been found in castrating eattle and
circumcising the male Mustim child. They were also involved in agricUItLﬂJral work.

Moy .

At present castration is/’ done by araegsisicssers

Badna people They
are mainly engaged in agriculture. In many areas they have settled cleanng forests
They have transformed the infertile |and into an agncultural fleld But possessuon of |

land is not sufflcnent for malntalmng their families. Nearly 50 percent of the

- households under study do not possess any land for cultlvatlon The Badlas are

engaged in various types of occupation hke agricultural, datly labour rlckshaw/ van



pulling, masonry, carpentry, péddling, bidi roling etc. lnvolvemént in small business
has élso been found. All these economic pursuits a‘re the predominant lfi/elds of the:
males. More than 80 perceht of the females are engaged in household work. The
rate of their participation in gainful employmeﬁt is low among the Badias. It is only
33 percent. Naturally de»pendency ratio is high (120.81).

In spite of their eng_agement in diversified field of OCchation the economic
condition of their families is'not‘ bright at all. Aboutﬁ two-third of total households

are living just at the subsistence level.



