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Introduction 

Background 

The tea is recognised as the most popular and the cheapest beverage 

in India. Tea industry in India is one of the oldest and well organised industries 

and plays an important role in the national economy. It is traditionally an 

important foreign exchange earner with negligible import content and makes 

a significant contribution to the state and central exchanges. 

Tea Plantation in India has been started in 1821 with the discovery of 

wild tea plant in Assam under the patronage of the then British rulers. Soon 

it spread to the other areas of North East India. The appearance of West 

Bengal in .the tea plantation map of the country is quite late. The first tea 

estate in West. Bengal was started in 1866. In this state tea plantation is 

located mainly in the hills and foot hills (Terai) of Darjeeling district and 

Doars of Jalpaiguri district. Since 1856-1857 tea industry in Darjeeling took 

off in commercial basis. Before this it was existed here in experimental forms. 

The industry flourished in this district very rapidly between 1866-187 4. Tea 

plantation in Terai region started in 1862. In Doars of Jalpaiguri tea industry 

took commercial shape in 187 4-1875. Its growth was very rapid in the 1880's. 

(Bhadra :1997). Tea Industry in North Bengal experienced several ups and 

downs with the march of time. At present the number of Tea estates in 

Darjeeling District is 147 of which 82 is in 'Terai', 'Doars' of Jalpaiguri can be 

proud of its 163 tea gardens. (Tea Board ~tatistics 1992-93). 

As the industry in North Bengal flourished since 1860's onward huge 

labour force was needed to carry out the operation of this labour intensive 

industry at its different levels. The then scanty and dispurse population of 

North Bengal failed to meet the demand of the enormous supply of cheap 

labour. As a result and also as a part of colonial rule semi aboriginal people 

were imported from outside the state to serve the industry. These people 

were from different tribal groups viz. Oraon, Munda, Santa I, Bhumiji, Kheria, 

Lahar, Asur, Turi, Barik etc. of Chotonagpur plateau of Bihar and its adjoining 

region of Madhyapradesh and Orissa. Traditionally these people were of 

agricultural or atrisan background. In Indian context these people are known 
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as 'adibasi'. The literal meaning of the word 'adivasi' is autochthone or 

aborigine implying that these people are the original non Aryan inhabitants 

of the land. (Edward J. Jay: 1978). 

Immigration, adoption to new socio-cultural setting, occupation mobility 

from traditional agriculture to industrial bureaucratic organisation of plantation 

changes almost all the aspects of life of the adibasi labourers which is of a 

great sociological importance. 

Children are equally valuable in all societies all over the world. 

Traditionally Indian Society idolizes sons who are considered ritually and 

economically desirable and ensure the continuation of lineage and family 

name. On the other hand girls are looking upon more of a buttden and liability 

and is likely to be given a meagre share of family affection and resource out 

of the belief that the investment made on them bring no return instead when 

they get married a sizable dowry has to be given to' them which is considered 

to be a draining of family resources. The girl child in poverty sicken rural and 

tribal households is twice disadvantaged. Children depend entirely upon 

adults for the access to resources which are all denied in relative terms 

more often than not. The girl child contends with not merely deprivation due 

to poverty but also discrimination on the basis of gender. Her survival is 

threatened right from conception. Female foeticide and infanticide continue 

to be widely prevalent. Girls are given food of lower caloric value and smaller 

amount while the rich foods are preserved for boys. They are also weaned 

earlier. Girls are severely malnourished as compared to boys. They suffer.• 

form iron deficiency, infections more than the boys and receive significantly 

less response to illness in terms of hospital care and medicines and have 

higher death rate too. 25 percent of the gids born do not survive till 15th 

year. 1 /3rd of the death take place in the first year. The higher the birth order 

of the girl child, the more likely she is to suffer from all these discriminatory 

factors. The factors are compounded by greater work bunden upon the girl . 
child due to additional domestic responsibilities as well as low waged casual 

work in unorganised sector, greater lack of education and awareness and 

low social status and self esteem. 

At present our country identify the 'Girl Child' as the focus of attention 

for improving the social and economic status of women. Several measures 

have been taken by the Government to improve the condition of girl child 

through the enactment of several acts and policies like Parental Diagnostic 
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Techniques (R&P) Act 1994, The Child Marriage Restraint Act, National Policy 

of Education 1986, The National Policy on Child Labour 1986, I CDS Schemes. 

But a big question mark stands on how far these are reached in the remote 

rural and tribal society. 

Empirical studies on girl child in our country as well as in West Bengal 

are few; it is fewer among tribal society. Though it is, an urgent need both for 

the society and for the nation's development as today's girls are the mother 

of future citizen. 

Review of the Literature 

Works on tea plantation labourers as well as the works on child are not 

numerous in our country. In this section I shall review some of the relevant 

literatures on the plantation labourers and on the child. 

Bhadra and Bhadra (1997) edit a book on plantation labours of North 

East India which is an unique collection of twenty papers on the various 

sociological perspectives of tribal labourers engage in plantation. The first 

section of this book contains papers nn social explanation of economic 

dimension of plantation. The second section deals with the socio-cultural 

aspects of the tribal labourers in some papers while the third section discusses 

the ch·anging health culture of the tribal labourers. All these papers have 

valuable information based on intensive and in d_epth research work. 

Bhadra (1997) studies the persistent behaviour of the tribal labourers 

interms of health and informs that though there is an inclination among these 

tribal people to their traditional health culture often they take the opportunity 

of free modern medical facilities in plantation. It is not the traditional culture 

but the high economic cost and unavailability of modern medical service that 

act as the barrier in their acceptance of modern health culture. The author 

·opines that the need now is to improve the organisational structure of modern 

health service alongwith keeping in mind the social medicine in order to 

made modern health service acceptable to the people. 

Bhadra (1992) studies women participation in tea plantation. The author 

discusse~ various factors of women inclination towards plantation industry, 

their nature of work, recruitment pattern, wage structure, their commitment 

to the work and various other aspects of women plantation labours. Discussion 

is made on how the women adjust to their family life to their work, their role 

in the industry as well as in their family, in society, in several decision making 
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process as well as their authority. The author critically evaluatesthe status of 

tribal women in their society with her economic participation in plantation as 

wage earner. 

Bhadra (1991) analyses the ethnicity and inequality among the 

plantation workers in West Bengal. The paper deals with the pattern of 

boundary maintatinance, ethnic interaction social stratification and existing 

social inequalities and the caste like principl6existing in plantation society. 

The author concludes that the heterogeneous work force of plantation with 

racial, cultural, ethnic as well as economic differences presents an unique 

social life. Its industria! organisation, pattern of interaction, institutions 

comprises a single Universe. The paper presents the mutual appropriateness 

of ethnicity in plantation society, the work and social life of the workers and 

describes the ways and means by which each affects and is affected by the 

others. 

Bhowmik (1981) tries to probe into the different aspects of class 

formation among tea plantation labourers in North Bengal. He analyses the 
0 

0 

social life social institutions and social relations of the labourers where a 

process oftransformation takes place particularly in the relationship between 

employers and the labourers. To him these changes are not a mechanical 

consequence of the immigration and adoption of new living and working 

environment as well as new production relations they have entered into but 

different other forces viz. the growth of various trade unions and co-operatives, 

the enactment of various laws after Independence are responsible for this. 

The different tribal barriers are· gradually given way to a greater unity to 

social life and the different social forces have break down the isolation of the 

tribal workers, bring them· in contact to a wider social system and lead 

consequent change in plantation society. 

Chaurasia, (1998) in "Leading the exploitation of girl's labour focuses 

on the way girl children are put to in unacceptable circumstance. The author 

gives particular attention to the domestic service which to him is the worse 

form of exploitation, both commercial as well as sexual. Finally he conclude> 

how the new JLO convention can help these unfortunate girls. 

Chattaraj and Saxana (1990) highlighted on the child victimization and 

child abuse. Reasons of victimization with the special emphasis on Indian 

context is given. They have pointed out the areas and forms of child 

victimization and mentioned various acts which protect the children from 
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abuse and victimization. Finally the views and thoughts of the international 

organization about this is given. 

Deal (1990) explains about the causes of Juvenile Delinquency in India. 

Through some tables he showsthe rate of delinguencies among the children. 

Desai (1995) presents the family and the socio-environmental context 

of the deprivations faced by the girl child in India. Discussion is made on the 

need to empower the families in terms of knowledge,attitude and skills to 

enrich family interaction and relationships and strengthen family's interaction 

with its environment. Such as over all approach to family life enrichment, 

that will go a long way in enriching the development of all especially the most 

vulnerable group of the girl child. Family life enrichment programme may be 

incorporated in the developmental schemes of the Government as well as of 

the non Governmental organisations and the corporate sector. 

Dashora (1995) analyse.s the status of tribal girls where she points 
JS 

out that the status of tribal girl1better than her non tribal counterpart who is . . 

well come in the society since birth and do not face so much customary 

differentiation as the caste Hindus. The tribal society love and respect the 

girls but the only possible differentiation is seen when she grows up and 

assists her mother in domestic work. Due to poor economic condition she 

does not get proper nutritional diet health care or education though the 

condition is not same to all of them and their condition is improving in modern 

times. 

Gopalan and Bhaskar (1998) make a detail discussion about the 

response of the Government to the problems of the girl child labour, child 

marriage, girl child postitution, and steps taken for the girl child's education, 

to develop their health status and so on. 

Ghosh (1995) discussgabout the integrated health of the girl child in 

India. He points': out the discrimination against the girl child begins even 

before the birth. Foeticide is wide spread in the country. Infanticide too is 

increasingly reported from some areas. The death rate of females is higher 

upto age 35 years i.e. till the end of reproductive years. Their access to 

health care is inadequate even though their morbidity rate is higher. Early 

marriage and uncontrolled fertility is detrimental for both· to her health and 

the health of the new born baby. Low literacy rate:.: seems to compound the 

problem as low literacy rate, early marriage high birth rate and high infant 
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mortality rate are interrelated. Programmes to enhance the status and self 

image of the girl will go long way in improving her situation. 

Gopaldas and Gujral (1995) consider thatthe environment in which the 

girl child lives has its impact on her health, nutriti_on and growth. The 

environmental factors consider both-physical and social environments. Girl 

children in rural and slum areas live in unhealthy and insanitary environment 

with deleterious effect on her health. Nutrition and growth as the health 

parameters of a girl child keep on diverging from the standard level as well 

as her male counterparts and ultimately becoming an unhealthy mother with 

serious implications for the health of the future generation. 

Gendrade (1995) studies the girl child and their social development he 

concludes that it is true that India is far behind in its effort to achieve goals of 

survival, protection and development of girls as enunciated in the SAARC 

Decade of Girl Child (1991-2000) still the position of girl child is fasJ changing 

for their better because all measures of social development, like literacy and 

life expectancy have improved greatly. He points : out that bringing changes 

in the status of the girl child requires rebuilding the entire social world. A 

limited change or reform in economic institutions can not be brought about 

by economic instrumentalists. The effective change must be accompanied 

by changes in social structure, motivational patterns and social relationships. 

Social development is a very comprehensive concept of which economy is 

an important factor. To the author Education as an e·lement of social 

development is the key factor in alleviating_ the plight of girl child. 

Jain (1990) has covered some specific areas concerning the girl child 

through the help of two concrete case studies which relate to their (girl. childs') 

employment, their nature of work and wage earning, the cultural and 

environmental factors that influence their upbring, the curriculum and 

educational aspects and finally the underlying factors against which the people 

need to formulate their recommendations. 

Khan (1997) in a paper delineates some of the spheres and levels of 

interactions related to the main economic pursuits of the plantation labourers 

as wage labours and agriculturists. He informed that economically the tea 

garden labourers are in some sort of security and their job save them from 

the hands of money lenders. This economic reason is also responsible to 

draw the tribal people to plantation. Tea plantation provide them an 

environment where they live as a compact community with diverse role and 
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occupation in garden and factory, in agricultural and non agricultural sphere. 

Kumari (1995) deals with the circumstances of adolescent girls, focusing 

on such aspects as deprivation in the health, nutritional and educational 

sphere, delinquency, child labour, violence against girl child, early marriage. 

Kar (1984-85) studies the work organisation in tea plantation, in Assam, 

which, he considers, holds a distinct and important position within the social 

structure and exerts enormous influence in every day life of persons directly 

and indirectly depended on it. The paper informs that the plantation has a 

three tried hierarchical structure of formal organisation from manager to stuff 

and workers with definite work schedule, wage pattern, work groupings, leave 

rule and employment benefit. Management does not make any distinction 

on ethnic condition while dealing with the labours and does not penetrate 

into the life of the workers. Different trade unions and co-operatives are at 

work. Yet, to him plantation does not have a complete industrial structure. 

Kapur 1995 presents her article 'Girl child Abuse' based on in depth 

survey and empirical studies it is found ·that the girl child are deprived, 

underfed, rejected, overworked and denied natural access to education and 

health care, discriminated, exploited. Child abuse are becoming increasingly 

and widely recognised significant socio-psychosocietal and ethical problem. 

The paper confines itself mainly to the situation in India and discusses how 

the various kinds of abuse and exploitation of girl child are in reality, restriction 

or denial and violation of her fundamental rights of survival protection, 

participation, development and equality. These sta~t: ·from the violation of 

her very right to be born and go to her right to lead an integratedly developed 

life. The paper also suggests some strategies to deal with this significant 

problem. 

Kiran (1995) examines the status of girl child in the socioeconomic set 

up with special reference to the girl child in rural areas. In rural areas not only 

the perception of the parents are biased against the girl child who treat the 

daughters as the liabilities while the son are treated as the assets. The girl 

child faces severe discriminations in respect of nutrition, health care, 

education. But in actual position the girl child in rural areas are not only the 

wage earners but the parents have more control over the income of the 

daughters than that of the sons. So the daughters are economically more 

important. The importance of girl child is being recognised gradually b.ut this 
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is restricted in the urban areas only. This paper suggests some strategies to 

improve that status of rural girl child. 

Lewis (1968) in 'The Children of Sanchej' points out the whole socio

economic life of the children of a particular slum environment. Through his 

study he develops·\ the concept of culture. of poverty. 

Mukherjee (1994) presents the social background of child labour in 

Siliguri town, Darjeeing district,West Bengal. This paper attempts to single 

out the distribution of child labour on the basis of occupation. He mentions<:; 

the age, sex, religion, caste, year of migration, birth place and also consider 

the education. He discusses about the family background of the child labour. 

Here the economic condition of the family is very important with the 

educational background of the child labour. This paper also suggests some 

strategies to prevent the child from economic participation and every parents 

should try to give attention on the childs education, keep them aloof from 

exploitation and pollution. 

Narang (1998) discusses about the sexual abuse on the child with some 

case studies. She sewages the definition of the abuse, its probable cause, 

the impact of abuse on the child and the role of the NGOs to deal with the 

problem. 

Pal (1998) discusses about the rights of the girl chi!~ as human right. 

· He tries to focus on the subject with a view to urging on activities to create a 

new society in which a human being as well as the girl child should be treated 

as person. 

Prasad (1998) discusses about the health and nutrition status of the 

girl child, its linkages an consequences. She opines that in an unfair world 

girls survival is threatened right from her conception where she does not get 

proper diet, nutritious food, health care nourishment, moreover she has to 

bear great work buriden both in and out home. Greater lack of education 

awareness regarding health and nutrition, lead her to live with low status and 

low self esteem finally she grows as a unhealthy woman and mother and 

give birth to unhealthy handicapped babies. 

Paul Chowdhury (1995) points out the gender discrimination against 

that girl child in relation to health, nutrition, education, work participation and 

adolescence. The rural urban differences have been indicated and finally 

the author suggests some measures to improve the status of the girl child. 
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Punalekar (1995) attemptsto identify and documentify macro and micro 

economic and cultural aspects of gender negligence and marginalisation. 

He tries to focus on strategic segment of female population called 'girl. child' 

and her predicament in modern society. Focus is given on ideas and practices 

governing the life style and life chances of the girl children in urban and rural 

India in general and about the exasperating conditions they have to encounter 

from the state of infancy to adulthood outside the household. 

Roy (1990) discusses the rights of the child under the constitution of 

India. This paper covers the rights against Exploitation, against Child Labour 

below the age of 14 years, for Health and Free and Computory Education 

below the age of 14 years. Several acts enacted time to time have been 

discussed such as: Indian Ports Act, Employment of Children Act., Mines 

Act, Factories Act, Several supreme court discussions protecting the right of 

children has also been·discussed. 

Singh (1990) mentions that the health and education are the two most 

important inputs to Human Resource Development. This has been 

acknowledged by the Government of India in its National Policy for children 

and UN. Draft Convention on the Right of the Children. Unfortunately during 

the last four decades, in the post Independence period a majority of the 

Indian children are deprived from the minimum health and education facilities. 

This put a disturbing question mark on India's claim of being a civilized human 

society. 

Singh (1998) criticises the 83rd Constitution Amendment Bill 1997 which 

was introduced Rajya Sabha in 1997 with the intention of making the right to 

free and elementary education as a fundamental right. The article professes 

that the state shall provide free and compulsory education to all citizen 

between the age group of 6-14 years. To the author it is 'a slap in the face on 

the girl child' upto the age of 6 years whose fundamental right are snatched 

from them. 

Sharma (1995) discusses the discrimination against girl child and 

suggests···. strategies for intervention. He concludes that rights can be declared 

and policies can be formulated to express our collective literal and humanistic 

concern but unless the real life of the girl child in her family and community 

is touched by tangible efforts and actions nothing can be achieved. A climate 

has to be created in which she can exercise her rights freely and fearlessly. 

Transformation of those social and cultural values that shackle and constrict 

[9j 



the girl child and mould her in stereotype roles in imperative. Effective 

implementation of laws to protect their right s'd be needed as well awareness 

s'd be grown with positive actions. 

Sharma and Vasudevan (1995) conclude that the portrayal of Girl Child 

should have been discussed in medias. Women organisations should be 

identified at national and state level and they should be entrusted with the 

task of sensitizing media personal liaising with all type of media and perform 

the role of Ombudsman of the media in issues relating to girl child and women .. 

Seth (1995) concludes that high ideals of gender justice enshrined in 

the constitution of India and routinely repeated in public pronouncements 

but these don't reflect the stark social realities. Several articles of the 

constitution and personal and family legislation protect the girl and women 

but in reality the girl remains prone to special risks through out her life 

beginning from the pre-natal stage. 

Tandon (1995) pohtis out the barriers to education of girls in India viz. 

social attitude, poverty fear of violence, exploitation and early marriage. To 

him, education is an essential pre-condition for the development of the 

personality of the girl child as it is for the male child. He thinks that community 

initiative in encouraging grill child is necessary supplement with governmental 

system. 

Unisa (1995) examines the demographic and socio-economic status of 

girl child since 1951 and covers the themes of size and proportion, sex 

composition, infant and child mortality, child marriage, girl child labour, their 

literacy and educational status, Beside this statistics in relation to sex ratio, 

mean age at marriage have been indicated. The strategies for future to 

improve the condition have been discussed in this paper. 

Review of the literature suggests that the studies on child is very meagre 

even in the present days, especially the studies on the girl child is negligible. 

Under such a context examining the status of girl child among adibasi 

plantation labourers is very much needed. 

Significance of the Study 

The review of the studies on Child in India clearly suggests that the 

studies on child is very few in our country. Whatever the studies are available 
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that are mostly conducted among the child of rural and urban areas of 

southern and central part of India. Studies on child in West Bengal are 

negligible. Again the studies based on child are mostly based on secondary 

sources.Therefore empirical studies on the problem is necessary. In India 

the social condition of the children are not same in various communities. 

Since we have a very little knowledge on child research it is necessary for us 

to study the child of various communities of our country. This is necessary 

both for future generation and the development of the country. 

Girl children are valuable assets of a notion. They are the unit of 

reproduction and family; so their welfare strengthens socio-economic 

development of a nation. Today's women and tomorrows· mothers are 
'(le.;v 

yesterday's girl chil~and that istherl'alround healthy development, viz. socio-

economical, physical, mental, emotional, intellectual, will determine not only 
'("C.."Y\ 

the status of today's girl child\ and tomorrow's women and mother.sbut also 

quality of life, offamilies and also of generations to come. In India, identification 

of girl child as a special group and need for devising specific strategies to 

deal with its problem are relatively recent effort. 

Study on Child, especially on the Girl Child~ )Nho are the very much 

neglected portion of the country's population, their various problems in social 

life is an important area of Sociological and Anthropological study. It is also 

helpful for the development of the nation as the. ·)girl child. :i9 the would be 

mother of the nation and for the total development of the country ·herr 

development is needed at first hand. 

Aims and Objective of the Study 

For going a serious study one must be clear of some of the objectives 

of undertaking this study. Without this point~ of concentration the very purpose 

of the study will be meaning less. As far as the objectives of this study is 

concerned it is to pinpoint the status, role and the problems of personality 

development of Girl child in plantation society of North Bengal. In this context 

some features of the respective society should also be discussed. The 

following can be highlighted as the aim of this study : 

(i) To find out the features of social structure, social institutions, social 

interactions, economic participation, religious practices as well the newly 

. growing political awareness among the adibasi tea plantation labourers 

of North Bengal and the status of women in this society. 
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(ii) To see the position of children in adibasi plantation society. 

(iii) To find out the base of the traditional concept that lead to sonpreference 

and a negative attitude towards girl child. 

(iv) To see the attitude of the society as well as the parents towards the girl 

child since birth. 

(v) To evaluate the health, nutrition, education and employment status of 

the girl child in plantation society as well as their socialization process. 

(vii) To probe into the features of girl child labour and incidents of girl child 

abuse in the respective society. 

(viii) To find out the areas of discrimination and impact of discrimination on 

the physical and mental set up of the girl child and thel · personality 

development. 

(ix) To examine how far the different measures taken by the Government 

of our country for the improvement of the girl child have been 

implemented in plantation society. 

(x) To find out the changing status of the girl child in plantation society. 

Research Questions 

On the basis of above observation following questions can be 

, formulated for the present study. Through out the study effort will be made to 

find out the answers of the following questions through the analysis of data. 

(i) What kind of change came to the social structure social institutions, 

interpersonal relation as well as religious life and economic participation 

of the adibasi labourers as they came to the plantation society and 

what are the factors responsible to bring about these changes? 

(ii) How do the tribal people look at their children? 

(iii) How does the traditional concept lead to the negative attitude towards 

the girl child in society? 

(iv) How do the plantation society as well parents of the girl child look at 

:.her ? 

(v) What is the actual health status, nutrition status of the girl child in 

plantation society along with .herr educational status? 
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(vi) What are the distinctive features of the discrimination of the girl child in 

plantation society? 

(vii) What are the distinctive features of girl child labour in plantation society 

with special reference to their nature of work, wage structure, recruitment 

pattern etc. How do the society look at the incidence of girl child abuse? 

(viii) How does the discrimination of the girl child in the plantation society 

affects her mental and physical set up as well as her personality 

development? 

(ix) How far the different measures taken by the Government of India for 

the improvement of girl child has been implemented in plantation 

society? 

(x) Is there really any change in the status of girl~··' -- , in plantation society 

in thf.., present days with their economic participation as wage earner in 

and outside the plantation, and I or, as a result of the enactment of 

different laws· in favour of them and the different improvement measures 

taken by the Government for their upliftment? 

The purpose of this study is three fold. Firstly the investigation of girl 

child in adivasi society will help us to understand ~he~ position as well as 

activities in the society and so also .het,· various problems in social life. 

Secondly, it will throw some light to identify the various factors that are acting 

as barriers towards the status upliftment of the girl chi I d. Finally, the result of 

the study will give some ideas to formulate a way through which the 

emancipation of the adibasi girl children byway of their status upliftment can 

be achieved. 

In the present research it is intended to examine the social situation of 

adibasi girl children of tea garden labours of North Bengal. The study is 

·confined among the adibasi girl child of West Bengal only. 

Methodology 

(i) Resea~ch Design 

The design of this study has been formulated on the basis of the nature 

of this study. The study area, the people i.e. the informants or the respondents 

of the study and the tools and techniques for data collection has been chosen 
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as per the aims and objectives of the study. The main objective of the study 

is to gain insight and experience on the problem. This research has been 

carried out on the basis of structural functional approach. It is purely an 

exploratory study with diagnostic outlook in some cases. The approach of 

· the study is purely descriptive with an analitical base wherever necessary. 

The comparative method both syncharonic as well as diachronic over space 

and time have been adopted for understanding the present situation of adibasi 

girl child ·and the change there in. The data for this research have been 

gathered both from primary as well as secondary sources. The facts on girl 

child in Indian Society, tea history, the ideal condition of the plantation labours 

and their social environment have been gathered through analysing the 

textual materials while the empirical facts are collected through intensive 

field investigation in the two gardens of Terai and Doars of North Bengal 

among the adibasi plantation labourers. For data collection field study was 

conducted. Both extensive and intensive methods are adopted for field study. 

Primary and secondary data pertaining to various aspects of adibasi girl 

child were collected. 

(ii) The Venue of the Study 

The study grown out of field work in two tea gardens situated in the two 

adjunct districts in North Bengal. Since it is a partial representative study. 

The name of the gardens studied ·are Matigara Tea Estate and Soongachi 

Tea Estate. Matigara is a tea garden in the Terai region of Darjeeling district 

while Soongachi is a garden of Doars region of Jalpaiguri district. In terms of 

location Matigara is a garden located in the fringe of Siliguri one of the large 

town of West Bengal while Soongachi is a interior garden of Doars. It is at 

about 3kms from Malbazar township while the labourlines are at more interior 

parts and the garden is typically rural in character. So far the gardens are 

concerned, these are selected perpasively, especially taking into 

consrderation the size of the population, presence of various adibasi groups. 

Here one thing should be maintained clearlithat Matigara Tea Estate being 

a smaller one with household of about 200 studied thoroughly but Soongachi 

Tea Estate is a larger garden with more than 1100 households. It is tough to 

study the whole garden. Partial study of this garden is made selecting some 

of its tribal sudded lines. Another thing is that, while chasing the gardens it 

'if. is seen that the Doars garden is not only larger one but it is more organised, 

more well equipped with some special facilities for the labourers which are 
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totally absent in the Terai garden. Thi~s,~ifferences help . to get the differential 

social position of the adibasi girls. Though ultimately the adibasi population 

is the criterion, yet it can not be said that the selected gardens are only 

habited by the adibasis. While selecting the gardens certain adjacent hamlets 

·· .. are also included for the shake of this study. In addition to this social 

demographic and infrastructural characteristics, the physical and locational 

features of the gardens are also taken into consideration. Soongachi being 

situated in the interior part of Doars is the remote garden while Matigara Tea 

Estate being adjunct to Siliguri is the fringe garden having the influence of 

urban area. In this research emphasis on the study of adibasi society with 

village like characteristics is given because village is the most important unit 

ofanthropological investigation. 

(iii) Field Work 

The duration of field work was of about 1 0 months. I have started this 

work since the end of 1997. During November and December 1997 I made 

a basic enquiry in the gardens to get some preliminary information of the 

people. The census and interview schedule was prepared. The first intensive 

field work was conducted from January 1998. From January to March 1998 

I did field work in Matigara Tea Estate and from April to June 1998 field work 

done in Soongachi Tea .Estate. The gardens were revisited for some 

subsidiary information and also for verification of some data in August and 

September. During the period of enquiry I observed the daily life of the adibasi 

girls. They gradually took me as a well wisher or an elder sister. All these 

helped me to collect more data and experience the field situation closely. 

(iv) Selection of the Informants 

It was decided to conduct an empirical and holistic study on every 

household of the two gardens. Information on adibasi households of selected 

gardens were obtained from the garden officials i.e. the members of the 

garden management and from the knowledgeable senior persons of the 

gardens. In most of the case information given by the two categories of 

people did not tally. To gather basic information the census was conducted 

in the two gardens. Thus the data were gathered from every adibasi labour 

household of the Terai garden and the selected part of the Doars garden. 

There were various adibasi groups in both the gardens. The st~9Y~VV9? 
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primarily focused on the girl child as a whole living in the two gardens. All the 

labour households of both the gardens were interviewed from where bulk of 

the data gathered. Out of the total labour households of the two gardens a 

sample of fifty were selected for intensive study. Stratified random sampling 

technique was adopted to select the households as well as the informants to 

represent the every section of garden population with particular reference to 

their ethnicity and socio-economic strata in the plantation society. The sample 

were drawn through categorisation of the households on the basis of 

employed permanently or temporarily employed, both of the couple are 

employed or not etc. Further in of categorization the employment status of 

the mother, number of the children, educational status of the children, their 

sexwise discrimination etc. were also taken into account. 

The objectivity was maintained while selecting the households and the 

informants. During the house to house census interview, the head of the 

household was taken as informant in most of the cases. In a few cases in the 

absence of the head the next person in rank of the family were chosen. In 

this context the help of senior women of the household were also taken into 

account. Beside selecting the household head the parents and the girl children 

were also selected to collect necessary information form them. 

To obtain the relevant information both male and female informants . of-
were selected from bothjthe gardens. The informants were selected on the 

basis of stratified sampling technique to represent every section of the adibasi 

. community with particular reference to their ethnicity and socio-economic 

strata in the society. To select the informants it was decided to depend on 

their sincerity and reliability for giving correct information fair appreciation 

regarding questions they were asked to answer and their capability to serve 
h 

proper and correct information. Informants were selected from every section 

of the garden labour population. They were of two groups viz. key informants 

and the occasional helpers. The key informants were asked to furnish most 

of the data on the basis of set questions framed for this research While the 

occasional helpers were mostly used for checking and verification of the 

collected data. 

(v) Tools and Techniques of Data Collection 

To collect primary data a long term field work was conducted. The data was 

collected through conventional anthropological tools and techniques .viz. 
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census survey, interview, case study, group discussion and observation. To 

obtain preliminary and comprehensive data standard census and interview 

schedule were prepared. The interviews were with the head of the family 

and the senior women of the households. The required data also obtained 

from the parents of the girl child through interview with the help of close and 

open end questions. The girl children were mainly interviewed with open 

questions and through formal group discussion also. Information were also 

obtained through informal discussion with women and girls who voluntarily , 

took part in discussion in several occasions. The techniques of case study 

were also used for the collection of data. The data collected through various 

techniques were supplemented by observation. At the initial stage bulk of 

the quantitative data on the demographic and socio-economic life of the 

people were obtained through census survey. At the second stage data 

were collected through intensive study by interview schedule and case study. 

The case study on daily life of some girls have been taken into consideration. 

A total of fifty case studies covering various aspects of girls life were 

conducted. In this context unique and un-usual cases were also taken into· 

account. Bulk of data on economic activities, behaviour pattern, social 

relations, cultural expressions were collected through observational 

techniques. 
. . 

(vi) Data Processing, Analysis and Presentation 

The data collected from the field were processed after necessary checking 

and editing. To process the data the completeness and accuracy of the fact 

were looked carefully. Tabulation was done manually. The data were analysed 

both qualitatively and quantitatively. Simple statistical method consisting 

mostly of percentage were calculated. The analysis of qualitative data were 

made through systematic but analytically description of facts. In course of 

analysis method of comparison has been used. The data were finally 

presented in eight chapters. 

Chapterization 

The dissertation contains eight chapters based on in-depth research on 

adibasi plantation society. 

The first chapter is the introductory one where a brief discussion is 

made on the background of tea plantation in India, the immigrant adibasi 
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labourers and their girl child. Review of some relevant literature is made. 

The significance of the study, its aims and objective and purpose is stated 

clearly along with the methodology of the study, its problems and limitations. 

In the second chapter a profile on girl child in India is given where in the 

first few paragraphs discussion is made on the child, the girl child, gender 

and gender bias, patriarchy etc. Traditional notion regarding girl child in Indian 

society is given briefly along with a discussion on the status of girl child in 

present Indian society and her counter part in adibasi society. Finally 

discussion is made on the abuse of girl child in India and the different 

measures taken by the government of India for the improvement of the girl 

child. The chapter is totally based on the data collected from the different 

published and unpublished materials. 

The third chapter contains the history of tea plantation in India. The;; 

introductory paragraphs of this chapter contain some information regarding' 

tea cultivation while the forgoing discussion includes the history of tea 

plantation in India as a whole and also in the different tea producing zones of 

the country namely Assam, Tripura and other north-eastern states, northern 

states, and West Bengal with special reference to its main tea producing 

zone North Bengal. 

In the fourth chapter a note on tea plantation labourers of North Bengal 

is given where discussion is made on their origin and migration, traditional 

occupation, bureaucratic structure in tea plantation, recruitment of labourers, 

types of works, system of works and working hours, wage, remuneration 

and other job facilities and the social environment of the plantation labourers. 

This chapter is also based on the different published materials from which a 

general view point is given. 

The fifth chapter contains a discussion on the research setting - the 

gardens and the labourers. Here discussion is made separately on the two 

gardens studied namely Matigara Tea Estate of Terai and Soonagachi Tea 

Estate of Doars and their labourers. Population distribution, residence, 

household pattern, mothertongue, religion, migration, marriage, education, 

economic and political participation, social control, social interaction of the 

adibasi labourers are discussed vividly. 

The sixth chapter is one of the most important chapter of my study 
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where a thorough discussion is made on the girl child among adibasi plantation 

labourers. The discussion is totally made on the information collected from 

the two gardensstudied. I have discussed the value of children in the society 

I have studied; the age sex wise distribution of children in this society; 

migration, mothertongue, maritalstatus, family back ground and socialization 

of adibasi children; health status, educational status, economic participation 

and domestic activities of the girl child, ;heY. religious participation, 

interpersonal relation. Girl child abuse and its impact on her is discussed 

alongwith a discussion on identifying the definite areas of girl child 

discrimination. Finally I have tried to find out the changing status of girl child 

in the present generation and examined how far the different measures, 

initiated by the government of India for the improvement of girl child, have 

been implemented in this society. A brief discussion is made on the status of 

boy child in this society to get a comparative picture. 

In the seventh chapter a profile of girl child is given through twenty 

.case studies ten from each garden. 

The eighth chapter is the final one where general observation is made 

along with discussions. Some conclusions have been drawn and some 

recommendations made for the improvement of the girl child in this society. 

The Problems and Limitations 

At the beginning offield study I encountered some difficulties. The main 

difficulty which I faced was to convince the people about the purpose of the 

research. To tackle the problem I had to convince the people by stating the 

fact that the data obtained from them will not be disclosed to any body and 

their secrecy shall strictly be maintained. They were also convinced the 

objectives of this study were not to submit any report to Government or political 

bodies but for the purpose of my academic interest. With these assurances 

the people's resistance was diluted to a considerable extent and whole heated 

co-operation was received fron'l them. Though often some obstructions were 

created by the drunk labourers who very.often refused to talk by themselves 

and did not allow their wife and children to talk with. In the first instant it was 

very tough to get information from the shaky and shy adibasi girl children 

who in course of time became communicable and often more talkative as · 

they able to accepted me as their well wisher. 
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The study has certain major limitations since the empirical studies on 

adibasi girl child is negligible. So benefits of earlier research studies were 

not much available. Hence as an initial study it has its own limitations. 

Secondly the study was under taken in two gardens of two districts of West 

Begnal. Hence the observation gains from this study can not be generalised 

too far covering the whole of the state even though the study provides broad 

clues about the condition of adibasi girl child in the state and the country as 

well. 
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