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P R E F A C E 

In ancient times, the present district of Kamrup, a 

remnant of the old Kamrupa kingdom, was dominated by the 

Kiratas, the non-Aryan tribes. With the advent of the Aryans, 

they fell prey to a systematic process of Aryanization 

sometime between second and fifth centuries A.D. This explains 

the reason why this .part of old Kamarupa had always been at 

par with other parts of India in regard to temple building 

activities. Soon the temples turned into places of soc,o-cu/fural 

9atheYTrtjSc-;' as we ll as me an s of s t r eng then in g of the royal 

authority. In order to win over the people, the local and non-

Aryan deities were often identified with their counterparts -

extolled in Vedic and Puranic literature~. 

Although no temple of the pre-Ahom period (before the 

1 2 t h - 1 3 t h c e n t u rj ~ ) de d i c a t e d t o e i t her H i n d u or H i n d u i s e d 

deities is in standing order, the copper-plate charters and 

ins c rip t i o~Il§ .. _ of . -- ... -- . - beautiful kings bear the Kamarupa some 

descriptions of a number of temples to which endoments were 

made. In addition, the Kalika Purana and the Yogini Tantra 

while identifying hundreds of sac reds places (tirtha) 

enumerate proceedures of worship of different deities, and the 

rites and rituals performed therein. As of the other parts of 

India, some "of these sacred places in the area of our study 

also seized the interest (either pious or self aggrandizing) 

of -eowerful local personages who with· resources, built terples over these. shrines 

for consolidation and legitimization of their political 

Authority. 
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A modes~ attempt na~beenmade therefore to study the history of 

these temples. The references to the temples of Mahagauri, 

Kam~svara and Hatakasulinsiva in some of the ancient copper 

plate grants help us to have an idea of the role played by .the ___________ ..,. --=-< ~--'"--.- - - --.-..;:,..~""-. -""* r 
temples as a centre of ecnomic redistribution as well: as 

nuclear area for the legitimization and consolidation of the 

Hindu or Hinduised kings of old Kamarupa in tribal or partly 

de-tribalised surroundings. We have arrived at conclusions in 

this regard by studying these temples as recorded in copper-

plate grants in their proper perspective. 

Most of the temples belonging to late· medieval period 

are not only in their complete structural forms, but also the 

detail records regarding the date of 
...::::::=:--

their construction, 

edowments made to them and the system of the managements are 
-..--:-r 

found in a large number of stone instcriptions, copper-plate 

grants and also in the Buranjis (chronicles) and other 

literary works. Besides a good number of judicial proceedin.gs, 

administrive records and reports of the British period 

contain further information. But no work has so far been done 

on temple establishments in any part of Assam. Ours is, 

therefore, the first of its kind. 

In the present work, an attempt is made to study the 

origin and management system of the temples of Kamrup in the 
------~-~" - ~ 
light of available materials from the time of legendary king 

~---;;r-:=~_..-:-:::~ .. :- "~"""" - . ~ ·-- ~--,-

Niraka to the present day. The study has been divided into two 

major parts: (1) history and (2) management. Emphasis has also 
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been laid on the study of the role played by the temples in 

legitimization and consolidation of political powers 
-'~ = .. ------··-~·= ........ -.~-"'" "'"~"'~ .. r.'7'·" ... ,--:-.,...,_,--J, 

in the 

area under study. The management system of the temples of 

K am r up bears c 1 o s e s i m i 1 a r i t i e s w i t h those in 0 r i s sa • I n the 

Buranjis and other records references have also been found to 

frequent visits of pilgrims from Kamrup to the temples of 

Orissa and vice-versa. I have, therefore, tried to draw a 

brief comparison between the management system of the temples 

of Kamrup with two major temples of Orissa. 
~~---=--.....--~=~.,.,.,. -- .. -·- -~"'=--:.:- -.· 

The source materials for the study of the temples from 

the time of Ahom occupation of Kamrup in A.D. 1682, are varied 

and precise. A number of Buranj is such as Kamarupar Buranj i, 

Tungkhungia Buranji, an innumerable copper-plate grants and 

inscriptions issued by Gadadharsimha and his successors 

contain valuable information about the date of erection of the 

temples, the detailed list of endowements and functionaries 

also their specific functions, rights and duties, some of 

copper-plates even record the list of rites, rituals 

the I 
and 

ceremonies to b.e observed, ingredients for the offerings 

(naivedya) to the deities and also the daily, monthly and 

annual budget of income and expenditure of the temples. 

The occupation of Assam by the British brought about a 

change in the management of the temples when the Government 

withdrew all forms of control. As a result the Bardeoris, a 

class of functionaries, secured the zemindary r ight over the 

temple properties. This was followed by a number of 
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litigations among the different type of functionaries, who 

raised claims and counter-claims before the competent courts 

of law. A number of judicial proceedings and relevant 

correspondances of the High Courts of Calcutta and GuWa.hali reveal 

important and interesting information relating to the temples. 

Even after 1947, litigations continued upto 1961, when 

the State Government of Assam had enacted the Assam Act IX of 

1961 by means of which all the landed properties have been 

acquired by the Government and a Management Committee for each 

temple· was provided. All the correspondeneces made between 

various departments as well as private parties and individuals 

i n t h i s c on n e c t i on a l s o i n v a l u a b l e s o u r c e o f i n f o rm a t i on o f 

our study. 

The whole study has been organized into seven Chapters: 

I n trod u c t ion , H is t o r.y_ of the Temples, Management of th-e 

Temple Es.tablishments During Ear l y- and Me die v a l Periods·, 

Management of the Temple Establishments· During the British 

Period, Management of the Temple Establishments ,. in· the 

Post-independence Period_, A Brief Comparison of the Temple 

Management System in Kamrup with those of some other Temples 

in Assam and Orissa and Re 1 sume 1 • 
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