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Chapter-V -(b) 

Public Work: Roads and Communication 

I 

This section dealt with the development of communication and its 

contribution to the urbanization of English Bazar town. The system of 

communication is one of the most important pre-condition for urbanization. In other 

words it can be say that no communication, no urbanization. Without the 

development of transport and means of communication the town could not sustained 

long. In this section we are going to examine the existing condition of 

communication of the district in general and the town in particular after the 

establishment of English Bazar Municipality. However, our study suffers from the 

absence of quantitative and qualitative sources but we tried our best to trace out the 

gradual development occurred in this direction. It is repeatedly mentioned, in all the 

reports and accounts related to the district of Maida as well as in our previous 

chapter, that at the early stage, the district was classed as partly riverine and from the 

earliest time the rivers have been the most important means of communication on 

which the roads have converged. 1 The fact was further attested by the description of 

Dr. Buchanan Hamilton. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton, in his accounts of the district 

given a description about the condition of the traffic system prevailed in the district. 

According to him, the condition of transportation to far off places, during the dry 

season, was practically impossible due to the absence of inland communication. 

Owing to the advantage of river communication all the large scale transaction only 

made in the rainy season. A very small scale transaction was made during the dry 

season. In dry season the navigation was confined to a narrow limit: There were 

practically very few or no roads exist within the district. This was the condition of 

the communication of the district during his visit. Prior to visit of Dr. Buchanan 

Hamilton there are no detail information in respect of the communication system of 

the district is within our reach. So there was a gap of information regarding the 

communication system of the district prior to 19'h century. However, when Gour was 

the capital of Bengal, there were some important roads in the district. One was 

constructed by Sultan Ghiyas-ud-din Iwaz Khalji running from Devkot to Lakhnor 

passing through district of Maida with an interval to the river Ganges which had to 
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be crossed by boats? Another was Badsahi Sarak which was mentioned by M. 0. 

Curter in his Final Report on the Survey and Settlement Operation in the district of 

Maida running northwards to the western side of Harishchandrapur police station. 

The recommendation made by the then collector Mr. Alexander, on answering the 

questions brought forward by W. W. Hunter, while compiling the book entitled 

'Statistical Account of Bengal', that a good metalled road should be made to English 

Bazar and other towns with the ferry that crosses the Ganges opposite Rajmahal; and 

further that a similar road should be run to meet the new line of rail to Darjeeling.3 It 

clearly reveals that up to the seven decade of the 191
h century when Mr. Alexander 

was the collector of the district, the only way to reach Maida was ferry service. Till 

then there were little but no inland communication as such which connect the district 

in general and the English Bazar town in particular with the other important place of 

the district as well as Bengal Presidency. A petition made by the Christian 

inhabitants of Bengal which was signed by one thousand eight hundred persons and 

presented to the British parliament during the Indian discussion of 1853 exposed the 

poor condition of communication system which existed in the district. It states that 

"there appear to be on the part of the Government a lamentably defective 

appreciation of the importance of roads and other public facilities of inter

communication. There is only one metalled road in the Lower Provinces, the Grant 

trunk road, and it is the only road supported at the expense of Government. The other 

roads are made by the landholders on the requisition of the Magistrate from local 

funds, and generally they are designed to connect the different police stations, and 

not to open traffic or benefit the country people; and from the nature of their 

materials most of them during the rains, are nearly impassible; other roads there are 

none; and the grant trunk road itself, for want of bridges and sufficient repairs, is 

usually impassable for carriage traffic during a part of rainy season. It is striking 

proof of the little regard paid to the public convenience so far as this great highway is 

concerned, that of two small bridges which were carried away by floods in 1847, 

neither is yet rebuilt, though the situation is in one of the most populous and highly 

cultivated districts, where the traffic is great.. ..... ".4 This was the state of condition 

of the communication system of the district up to the middle of the 19'h century. The 

description given by Sri Panchanan Mazumdar, a resident of English Bazar, further 

reveals the same story of the prevailing condition of the inland communication of the 

district. He says that, when he come Maida, it was pre-railway time for the district. 
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At that time the usual rout was via Rajmahal which was a railway terminus. Once 

wishing to come to Maida from outside had to detrain at Rajmahal and cross the 

Ganges there with the help of ferry service. The ferry was leased to nSew Sahay Sing 

of Ratua. It was pmvided by the Maida District Board. It took less than an hour to 

across the river. On reaching the Maida side of the river passengers used to get down 

on a vast tract of land known as the Manickchak diara. A fairly large number of 

bullock carts would remain waiting in diara tract for the purpose of carrying 

passengers to the town of English Bazar and other places. The usual fare for bullock 

cart carrying passengers from Manikchak diara to English Bazar town varied from 

Rs.I-8 to Rs. 2. Before starting each bullock certain had to pay a toll of 2 annas. This 

was realized by the peon of Masthurapur Estate. The passengers after a short rest and 

taking their midday meal at Enayetpur started again and reached English Bazar, 

covering a distance of 15 miles a~ a stretch, in the course of about six to seven hours. 

The distance between Rajmahal to English Bazar was generally taken to be twenty 

four hours. During the rainy season a steamer plied from Rajmahal to English Bazar. 

The steamer started from Rajmahal and went up the river Ganges for some distance 

and it entered the Kalindri and running along the Kalindri throughout its whole 

course entered Mahananda at Old Maida and then reached the town of English 

Bazar.5 

The principal road of the district is leading from Mahadipur to Dinajpur, via 

Gour, English Bazar, and Gajol, crossing the Mahananda at Maida. It connects 

Kaliachak and Panchananpur. After partition the most important roads of the district 

is that which is running from English Bazar to Manickchak called the Rajmahal road. 

Opposite Old Maida the roads connects with a roads running from that points 

through the Rajmahal road and connecting with the later near Amriti. Still the 

internal roads of the district remain to be improved because of the fact that the 

communications across the district had very bed in the dry season. During this time 

the smaller steamers are useless for boats, and the 'roads are passable only for foot 

passengers and pack animals. The district Board maintains a large number of ferries 

on its roads and there are also a number of zamindary ferries. The larger ferries of 

English Bazar, Old Maida and Rajmahal are the property of Government. The 

District Board for the last few years under the Chairmanship of late Jyotirmohan 

Misra and Ramprasanna Roy has been trying to improve the condition of roads but it 
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is doubtful whether any proportionate result was obtained. 6 Sometime an attempt 

also made by the district ferry fund committee to improve the condition of the roads 

of the district but there had been hardly any progress. 7 To remedy from this condition 

the Maida District Board asking Government to levy a licensing fee on bullock and 

buffalo carts with an intention to use the accumulated fund for the development of 

village roads. 8 However, Ibis was not sufficient to break down the isolation of the 

district from rest of the country. It needed a huge plan for opening the district with 

across the country. The planning for creation a sanatorium in Datjeeling and to 

connect the said to Calcutta brings an opportunity to the people of the district to 

breaking down the isolation. 

II 

It is pertinent here to give a short description of selection of Datjeeling as a 

sanatorium and how our colonial master planned to connect it with the presidency 

town of Bengal. Datjeeling was ceded to the British Government by the Sikkim Raja 

in 183 8 and was taken charge of by Colonel G. W. A. Lloyd of the Bengal army. In 

1840, he was succeeded by Dr. Campbell who was the real architect of the 

administrative infra-structure of the place. Under his parental care,9 Datjeeling 

developed from an uninhabited forest to a populous and first-rate sanatorium. 10 It is 

necessary to keep in mind that it was the general policy of our colonial masters to 

developed hill stations as resort for those whose health demanded relief from the heat 

of the Indian summer i.e., the British civilian and military officers. The story of 

selection of Datjeeling as a sanatorium is not less interesting, it is rather adventurers. 

It was in the year 1828, Mr. J. W. Grant, the then resident of Maida and Colonel 

Lloyd, then employed in the political department in setting the boundary between the 

Nepal and Sikhim frontier, made an excursion from Titalya into the Sikhim 

Mountains, and explored as far as Rinchinpoon. When they reached Chongtong their 

attention was attracted to the position of Datjeeling, and appearing at a distance of a 
. · ... , >. ·. 

few miles to the eastward of the spot on which they stood, and it struck them as one 

admirably calculated for a sanatorium. After reaching back in their respective work 

place, Mr. Grant and Mr. Lloyd made a communication of this occurrence to Lord 

William Bentinck and Captain Benson, the then military secretary, respectively, 

along with a report demanding recognition that they were the only European who had 

ever visited Datjeeling. From that occasion Datjeeling had come under consideration 
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to the Company for sanatorium. 11 The development of Dmjeeling as a sanatorium for 

British personnel provided an opportunity to the districts lying in the plains areas of 

lower Bengal. It will be observed that the benefits of the development in the hill 

station would have been much less had there been no improvement made in making 

the communication better in the plains as well as piuticularly from Calcutta to 

Siliguri. At that time, the journey from Dmjeeling to Calcutta was not only less 

tedious and time consuming but also expensive. Until 1854 from Chandpal Ghat in 

Calcutta to Karagola Ghat, covering some two hundred and seventy miles, from 

Karagola Ghat to the foothills, one hundred and forty two miles and finally the hill 

section of forty miles involved several river-crossing and at least a week's time to 

reach Daijeeling and its estimated travelling cost was $25. If Daijeeling was to really 

serve even the original purpose to be developed into a sanitarium for Bengal for its 

acquisition then this journey too was to be made much more easy and comfortable12 

as well as less expansive. Keeping in mind Dr. Campbell submitted a report to the 

Director of Northern Bengal Railway Company for consideration to develop a 

railway communication from Calcutta to the sanitary station at Dmjeeling.13 The 

total length of Railway to be constructed will be between 200 and 300 miles, which 

of course, will be undertaken in sections, as may be determined upon by the East 

India Company. It was estimated that the cost of the Railway will not exceed $9000 

per miles. As to the estimated returns, it may be stated generally that the lower 

country already sends largely to Calcutta, for consumption and shipment of various 

products available in that area and in the upper country the production of copper and 

tea was energetically promoted. The hill regions produced coal, copper and other 

minerals, but they are only worked on a small scale as yet. We should add that 

Dmjeeling is the great sanatorium of European population at Calcutta- a fact which, 

in itself, is sufficient to ensure a first class traffic of considerable importance. From a 

military point of view, too the northern extension from Ranigange deserved the 

cordial support of the Government. The Dmjeeling district lies on the frontier of the 

kingdom of Nepal, and the locality recommends itself as admirably adapted to the 

purpose of military depot. It strikes us that this is the most important element of 

consideration in estimating the value of this line. 14 It was during the time of 

Dalhousie's administration the first decisive step was taken towards this direction 

when he recommended that railway construction should be entrusted to private 

companies and accordingly, two contracts were made- among those one with the East 
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Indian Railways Company in 1849 to open experimental line from Calcutta to 

Rajmahal, w ith a branch going to Ranigunj and other with Great Indian Peninsular 

Company in the same year. Consequentl y, the fi rst passenger train ran between 

Bombay to Thana in 16th April , 1853 and the second one from Howrah to Panduah in 

July, 1854. 15 It was further extended to Raj mahal in October 1859 and early in the 

fo llowing year it was advanced up to Sahebgange. From Sahebgange it was only 

necessary to travel by road north of this point to get to Darjeeli ng. The journey was 

further facilitated by the construction of a road 126 miles long at a cost of Rs. 1.468 

mill ion from Karagola Ghat, oppos ite Sahebgange to Si liguri. The road was 

completed in 1866, crossing five large rivers. By January 1878, throughout 

communication was established when the Northern Bengal State Railway, later East 

Bengal State Railway, was open for traffic up to Jalpaiguri from Sealdah. 16 

III 

As for the distri ct roads are concern W . W . Hunter, in his Statistical Account 

of Maida stated that up to the seventh decade of the 19th century there were 

practi call y no roads which were controlled, managed or maintained by the public 

works department. All the roads of the district whether metal or unrnetalled, were 

maintained by the local management. From Hunter's17 account we fi nd the following 

list of roads which were maintained locally. 

I. Three m iles length metal roads in the C ivil Station of Engl ish Bazar 

maintained by the local management which req uired an annual cost of Rs. 

three hundred . 

2 . Other fi ve miles unmetalled roads of English Bazar town with a bridge on it 

also were maintained by local management with an annual cost of Rs. 660. 

3. On the Rajmahal Road which ran eighteenth miles from English Bazar to 

Rajmahal, Rs.360 was spent annually by the local management. 

4 . Dinajpore Road : running from Maida Ghat to Sankrol, 25 mi les in length, 

required Rs. 500 annually for its maintenance also to be spent by local 

management. 

5. A fo ur miles length road running from English Bazar to Nimaisarai with a 

cost of Rs. 40 annuall y also mai ntained by loca l authority. 

6. Roads running from Amriti to N imaisarai covered the length of seven miles 

whose maintenance cost was Rs. 140 annuall y. 
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7. Tartipur Road: from Tatipur to Baragharia, ten miles in length with a cost of 

Rs. I 00 annually also maintained by local authority. 

8. A three miles length road running from Simultala to Sadullapur which 

requires an annual cost ofRs. 36. 

9. Roads from Sastanitala to Kaliachak covered eleven miles way with cost of 

Rs. 165 annually. 

I 0. Rohanpur Road: which runs from Rohanpur to Parbatipur, twelve miles in 

length, annually consumed Rs. 1 00. 

II. Sibganj Road: two miles in length, annually coasted Rs. 15. 

12. Kansat Road: ten miles in length; with an annual cost ofRs. 100. 

Altogether, the total number of roads which ran across the district was 14 

covering a total length of one hundred seventy seven miles with a total cost for 

maintenance Rs. 3688 including the cost of bridges and clearing the jungle. 18 All the 

roads mentioned above were maintained by the local authority like District Board or 

Ferry Fund Committee and sometimes by individual initiative. Till date there was no 

road which somehow was maintained by the Public Works Department. But with the 

passage of time, particularly following the year of 1870, an important reform has 

been made and new regulations passed by the Government that henceforth the entire 

collection in the district from tolls and ferries would be spent on roads and other 

communicative systems19 of the district. As a result there was substantial progress 

made in this direction. A list of roads provided by the Bengal Statistical Gazetteer, 

Maida District, 20 compiled in the year 1913, reveals the progress made in the field of 

communication of the district following the year of 1870. 

1. Rajmahal Road is running from English Bazar to Rajmahal, whose leangth is 

24 miles. In hunter's report it was eighteenth miles length, e.i. in last few year 

six miles length was added to this road. 

2. Dinajpore Road, running from Rathbari junction of Rajmahal road to 

Dinajpore boundary "via, Old· Maida, covered 26 miles ~f distance. From 

Maida ghat to Rathbari junction of Rajmahal road covering one mile length 

was newly added to this road. 

3. Nawabgunge Road is now, after the reform, extended from English Bazar 

boundary road to Nawabgunge. The total length of this road is 33 miles. 
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4. Monoskamona Road is running from Kutubpur to Monoskamana of seven 

miles distance. 

5. Gour Bund Road, from Ghorapore to Ramsagar, covered 2 miles distance. 

6. Firozpur Road extended itself from Hindu Hostel to junction .of Gour Bund 

road. 

7. Gaispur Road: from Monoskamana road junction to Nimaisarai followed a 

distance of two miles. 

8. Jote Road, from nimaisarai ferry ghat to jote, covered one mile length. 

9. Roads running from Amriti to Nimaisarai covered the length of seven miles. 

I 0. Post Office Road ran from Old Maida ferry ghat to Post Office. 

II. Sadullapur Road, from Simultala to Sadullapur, spread across two miles 

distance. 

12. A road running from Mohudipur to Kaliachak lying for ten miles. 

13. Kaliachak Road, from Sustani to Kaliachak, covered ten miles distance. 

14. Rarnkel Road, from Piasabari ta Ramkel, covered one mile distance. 

15. Mukrampur ghat Road ran from English Bazar boundary road to Mukrampur 

ghat. 

16. A seven miles road ran from Mukrampur ghat road to Bolahat factory. 

17. Pakuahat Road, running from Gajol to Pakuahat via Bamongola, covered 14 

miles~ 

18. Ratua Road spread itself from Amriti to Ratua covering.16 miles distance. 

19. Hyatpur Road ran from Ratua to Hyatpur. 

20. Tulshihatta Road from Hyatpur to Tu1shihata spread across 12 miles. 

21. Chanchal-Khorba Road starting at Tulshihata towards Dumailhat via 

Chanchal and Khorba, covered 15 miles. 

22. Swarupgunge Road, from Chanchal to Swarupgunge, spread across 7 miles. 

23. A road from Mathurapur to Noorpur, covered 4 miles. 

24. A road from Kharyabad to Nazirpur, covered a distance of2 miles. 

25. A road from Nazirpur to Begumgange, stretched for 2 miles. 

26. A road from Nawabgunge to Rajshahi boundary near Dariapur, covered 4 

miles. 

27. A road from Nawabgunge to Jhilim ran for 9 miles. 

28. A road from Samsi to Chanchal, covered 8 miles. 

29. A road from Godagaree to Dinajpur, measured a distance of20 miles. 
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30. A road fromMukrarnpur to Parbatipue ran for 9 miles. 

31. A road from lnaitpur to Mathurapue, covered 2 miles. 

32. A road from Nawabgunge to Bund road was newly built. 

33. A road from Gomastapur to village road was further costructed. 

34. Sharnsi station road 

35. Maida station road 

36. Kotwali Road, from Nimaisarai to Kotwali, covered 4 miles. 

37. Mothabari Road, from sadullapur to Mothabari, ran through a distance of 4 

miles. 

38. Madiya Road, from Kaliachak to Madiya, covered 15 miles. 

39. Bhagjan Road, from Kaliachak to Bhagjan via Kaliachak fectory, stretched 

itselffor a straight 10 miles. 

40. Bholahat Road, from 2"d mile English Bazar boundary road to Bozratek via 

Bholahat, covered a distance of 7 miles., 

41. Muchia Road, from Shahapur to Muchia, spread across 6 miles. 

42. Lala Road, from Bulbulchandi to Lala, covered 26 miles. 

43. A road from Ayatpur to Gobraghat ran for 3 miles. 

44. Mathurapur Road, from Pureya to Mathurapur, covered 3 miles. 

45. Simulia Road, from Swarupgunge to Simulia via Dhundipara, stretched for 4 

miles. 

46. Chanchal Road, from Ratna to Sharnsi, covered 1 0 miles. 

47. Alai Road ran 13 miles from Gazol to Sharnsi. · 

48. From Manikchak to Mathurapur, 3 mile. 

49. From Manikchak to Khagtabad, 2 mile 

50. From Mathurapur to Laskarpur, 6 mile 

51. From Mathurapur to Lalbathani, 2 mile 

52. From Dhararntoa to Karnalpur, 1 mile. 

53. From 21 51 mile Nawabgunge road to Kansat, one mile. 

54. From Kansat to Gumastapur, 8 mile. 

55. From Gumastapur to Rohanpur, 4 miles. 

56. From Gumastapur to 3rd mile Nawabgunge road and Jhilam road, 14 miles. 

57. From Gumastapur to Nachole, 9 miles. 

58. From Charimirzapur to Haripur, 6 miles. 
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59. From 30th mile Nawabgunge road to Ramchandrapur and Chhabanighat, 3 

miles. 

60. From Bozratek ferry ghat to Bu!bulchandi, 3 miles. 

· 61. Gormahal Road: from 9th mile Mohudipur road to Kotwali gate, covering one 

mile distance. 

62. A road running from Kaliachak to foodkipur Ghat covering a distance of ten 

miles. 

63. A road running from Mirdadpur to Lalbathani, covering a distance of about 

five miles. 

64. A road running from Khorba via Kaligram to Bogchara, covering a distance 

of one five miles. 

The list above gives sufficient evidence of the fact that in the last quarter of 

the 19th century considerable development has been made in this direction, 

particularly inland communication. It obviously boosted the ecOnomic generation of 

the district which in turn hastened the process of urbanization of the district 

headquarters in many ways. Yet, still then English Bazar and Old Maida was the 

only town of the district, and therefore, the whole benefit of the improved 

communication automatically went to those towns. Another list of the roads recorded 

in the Bengal District Gazetteer, B. Volume,21 published in the year 1923 which left 

little room for doubt that the progress made in this direction during last twenty years 

was considerably satisfactory. 

I. Rajmahal Road: it is running from English Bazar junction with Municipal 

road to Rajmahal Ferry Ghat, whose length is 24 miles. 

2. Dinajpore Road: running from Rathbari junction of Rajmahal road to 

Dinajpore boundary via Old Maida, covering 26 miles of distance. 

3. Adina railway feeder Road: running from Adina railway station to junction 

with road no 2, one mile distance. 

4. Nawabgunge Road: from Makadumpur junction with road no. 5 English 

Bazar boundary road to Nawabgunge Ferry Ghat, 33 mile distance. 

5. District Road or Monoskamona Road: it is running from Kutubpur junction 

with road no. 2 to Monoskamanajunction with Municipal road of seven miles 

distance. 
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6. Gour Bund Road: from Ghorapore junction with road no. 1 to Rarnnagar 

junction with road no. 15, 2 miles distance .. 

7. Firozpur Road: from Hindu Hostel junction with road no. 1 to Mukdampur 

junction with road no. 5. 

8. Gaispur: Road: from Monoskamana road junction with road no. 4 to 

Nimaisarai junction with road no.2, two miles distance. 

9. Jote Road: leading from Nimaisarai Ferry Ghat junction with road to jote 

junction, one mile length. 

10. Amriti: a 5 mile length road leading from junction with road no.! to 

Nimaisarai junction with road no.2. 

11. Post Office Road: running from Nimaisarai Ferry Ghat junction. with to 

Nimaisarai Post Office, covering a less than one mile distance. 

12. Sadullapur Road: leading from Simultala junction with road no.3 to 

Sadullapur junction with road no. 77, covering a distance of two mile. 

13. Kaliachak Mahadipur Road: a 9 mile distance road running from Kaliachak 

junction with road no. 13 and 44 to road no. 43. 

14. Kaliachak Road: leading from Sustani junction with road no. 3 to Kaliachak 

junction with road no. 12 and 44, covering a ten mile distance. 

15. Lukachuri Road: two mile length road from Piasabari junction with road no. 3 

to Ramkel junction with road no 3. 

16. Mukrampur Ghat Road: leading from English Bazar boundary road junction 

with municipal road to Mukrampur ghat, covering a 19 miles length. 

17. Bholahat Factory Road: leading fro~ 7'h mile Mukrampur Ghat Road to 

Bolahat factory junction with road no. 46. 

18. Pakuahat Road: running from Gajol junction with road no.2 and 55 to 

Pakuahat via Bamongola junction with road no. 48, covering 14 mile 

distance. 

19. Ratua Road: leading from Amritijunction with road no.1 to Ratua Feery ghat 
' ' 

junction with road no.12, 16 miles distance. 

20. Hyatpur Road: A seven mile distance road running from Ratua junction with 

road no. 18 to Hyatpur junction with road no. 20. 

21. Tulshihatta Road: 12 mile length road leading from Tulshihata junction with 

road no 21 to Hyatpur junction with road no 12. 
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22. Chanchal-Khorba Road: from Dumrailhat Feery Ghat to Tulshihata junction 

with road no.20 and 72 via Chanchal and Khorba , 15 miles distance. 

23. Shargachi Road: running from Chachal junction with road no. 21 to 

Shargachi junction with road no. 50, one mile distance. 

24. Swarupganj road: leading from Chachal junction with road no. 21 to 

Swarupganj junction with road no. 53, seven mile length. 

25. Mathurapur: A road from Mathurapur junction with nos. 25 and 56 to 

Nurpurghat, 4 mile distance. 

26. Inaitpur-A road from junction with road no. 2 Mathurapur junction with nos. 

25 and 56, 3 mile distance. 

27. Khyrabad-From junction with road No. 26 to Nazimpur junction with Road 

No. 27, 2 miles length. 

28. Nawabganj-From junction with Municipal road to Jhilan junction with road 

No. 31. 

29. Samshi- from Railway station to Chachaljunction with Road No. 21, 8 mile 

distance. 

30. Godagory -from Rajshahi boundary to Dinajpur boundary, 20 mile distance. 

31. Nacho! Railway feeder road-from Nacho! Railway station with road No. 31 

and 65, one and half mile distance. 

32. Makrampur Ghat to Parbatipur junction with road No. 31, nine and half mile 

distance. 

33. Nawabganj Bund Road, half mile distance. 

34. Gomosthapur village road-from junction with road No. 63 to Gomostapur 

thana, abput half mile length. 

35. Alai Road-From Gajol junction with roads No. 2 and 17 to Samshi junction 

with road No. 30 via Alai, about 18 miles distance. 

36. From Manikchak junction with road No. I to Mathurapur junction with road 

Nos. 24 & 25, three miles length. 

37. From Mathurapur- junction with road No. I to Khyrabad junction with road 

No. 25, about one and half mile distance. 

38. Nazirpur-Junction with road No. 25 to Laskarpur junction with road No. 60A, 

about one half mile distance. 

39. Mathurapur-Junction with road No. 24 to Lalbatani junction with road No. 

71, about two and half mile distance. 



Sarkar 113 

40. Dhannatala-Junction with road No. 57 to Kamalpur junction with road No. 

56, about half mile distance. 

41. Shamshi-Junction with road No. 30 to Khanpur Ghat, about 5 mile distance. 

42. From Borkole Ghat to Pakuajunction with road No.2, about 4 and half miles. 

43. Sadullapur-Junction with road No. 42 to Panchanandapur, ten and half miles 

length. 

44. From 23rd mile Nawabganj road to Maharajapur via Lakhipur, about two and 

half miles. 

45. Swarupganj to Mathurapur, about 12 and half miles distance. 

46. Nimtala tp Maniknagar, about one mile length. 

47. 29th mile Nawabganj road to Ramchandrapur vta Chorapakia, 3 miles 

distance. 

48. Swarupganj road to shihipur, one mile distencve. 

49. Old Maida Municipal boundary to Sahapur, about 2 miles distance. 

65. 12th mile Nawabganj road to Daulatpur, 3 mile distance. 

The list of roads provided by the statistical accounts of Bengal, Maida 

District, is enough to prove of tremendous progress made in this direction across the 

district within a period of 50 years. When Hunter visited the district there was only 

12 important roads within the district but statistical account of Bengal, Maida 

District, for year 1911-12 to 1920-21, recorded more than one hundred roads which 

left little room for doubt about the improvement of the communication system of the 

district. It is noticeable from the above statistics that during the first two decades of 

the 20th century the communication system of the district had grown rapidly. 

As far English Bazar town is concerned, there are no specific records in the 

records room of the municipality regarding the gradual development of the town in 

terms of communication at least up to the first decades of 20th century which makes 

the task complicated to draw a line of gradual progress of internal communication of 

the town. But the scattered available sources throw some lights on the gradual 

development of internal communication of the town. Pemberton left a small 

description about the condition of the road of the civil station. He mentioned that the 

road of the civil station and its surrounding areas were iJ;~ good condition and 

regularly repaired by the Ferry Fund Committee.22 Montgomery Martin, in his book 

named 'The History, Antiquities, Topography and Statistics of Eastern India' 
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mentioned that "this town owing to the care of different commercial residents, has 

several excellent roads, both passing through it, and its vicinity, and a street in 

English BaZar, laid out by Mr. Henchman, is wide, straight and regular"23 In his 

accounts Hunter mentioned that, there were only eight mile roads within the 

municipal area and both were mattele and unmettled. 24 In annual report for the year 

1897-98, Mr. Yusuf, the then officiating Magistrate of Maida, also expressed his 

concerns to the Chairman of the English Bazar Municipality, about the poor 

condition of roads of the town.25 A map of 1913, suggested few important roads of 

the town such as English Bazar Streets, Stand Road, Bandh Road, Mukdampur Road 

and Police-Station Road. Later on English Bazar Streets was connected with 

Jhaoghat Road, Stand Road and Bandh Road and Mukdampur Road was connected 

with Old School Road, Stand Road, and Bandh Road. M.O. Carter also mentioned 

the existence of tree important roads of the town of \yhich the first one was starting 

from Chapaiganj of Rajshahi district, opposite Nawabganj to Danajpur, passing 

through Gour-English Bazar and Gajol. 26 It was the principal road of 191h century and 

known as 'Oak' road.27 The second one was running from English Bazar through 

Amriti, beyond which lied its one branch known as Rajmahal road leading to 

Mathurapur and then to Manikchak. The other branch reached as far as Ratua 

following the river Kalindri and from Ratua it turned north-east and ran to Samsi. 

First three and half miles of this road starting from English Bazar were metalled. The 

third one mentioned by M. 0. Carter was leading from English Bazar through 

Bholahat along the western bank of the river Mahananda as far as ,Nawabganj.28 J. C. 

Sengupta's District Gazetteer mentioned that the total length of the roads measured 

within the town of English Bazar is 32.9 miles out of which 9 miles were 

unmettaled. 29 That means a considerable progress had been made in this direction. 

Sidhartha Guha Roy in his book title 'Maida' in Bengali mentioned that after the 

formation of English Bazar Municipality, all the roads of the town which were 

unmatalled converted to mettalled roads. 30 Apart from principal roads of the town 

most of the hi-lanes which was narrow, congested and dirty.31 So it testifies the fact 

that by the first half of the 201h century, though the progress had been achieved by the 

town in terms of communication but not to a great extent. The condition of the road 

was far from satisfactory. It was due to the shortage of fund of the municipality for 

the maintenance of the roads of the town on a regular basis. The following table 
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shows that the expenditure of the municipality on this head is variable and on several 

occasions it was decreased, and it cannot be seen as a sign of rapid urbanization. 

Table-I 

Statement showing the expenditure of the English Bazar 

Municipality 

on Roads 

Year 1892-93 1897-98 1900-01 1901-02 1902- 1903- 1935-36 

03 04 

Amount 2294 1772 1767 2184 1735 1103 6286 

Source: Administrative Report on the Working of Municipalities in Bengal 

during the 1892-93,1897-98,1900-01,1901-02,1902-03,1903-04,1935-36. 

It appears that a regular fund has been allotted by the municipality on this 

head which indicates the concern of the municipality in this direction but the income 

of the municipality like English Bazar was not healthy and in general the income was 

heavily in arrears.32 Therefore, the regular maintenance of the existing roads and the 

construction of new one was out of capacity which in turns left a negative effect in 

the process of urbanization. 

As compared to the other colonial town of same period the performance 

English Bazar town was not better in this direction. The following table shows a 

comparative statistics of expenditure of the municipalities under Bhagalpur Division 

which proves that the work of the municipality was less than satisfactory on this 

subject as it might be expected. 
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Table-2 

Comparative Expenditure on account of roads in different 

Municipalities of the Bhagaulpur Division for 1903-34 

~ 
.. .. .. ·~ ~ " ·~ 
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I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 13 

r2 
.s 8350 2391 17215 824 3667 746 1103 228 697 148~ 4339 1028 
~ 

"' 0 u 

Source: Administrative Report on the Working of Municipalities in Bengal 

for the year 1903-1904, Municipal Department, Calcutta, January, !905. 

As evident from the above statistics that the position of English Bazar 

Municipality was not good amongst the municipalities so far as the expenses 

incurred on the roads was concerned. It is rather contradictory to district-wise 

progress made in this field. However, as in other fields, the communication within 

the town got a faster move from the third decade of the 20th century. 

v 

The treasure of accounts left by contemporary historians, writers and 

accounts of travelers left no room for doubt that the communication of royal dak 

(post) and official communication during the 171
h and 18th centuries were maintained 

at a high level of efficiency and regularity. The whole administration functioned with 

the aid of regular flow of reliable information and if there was any serious disruption, 

the entire system faced with the threat of partial or complete collapse. 33 Therefore, it 

is not correct to say that prior to the British; India possessed no general postal 

system. With the increase of commerce and acquisition of new territory in Bengal, 

Lord Clive first introduced a regular postal system in 176634 for the conveyance of 

the East India Company's official communications as well as for the private letters of 

the Europeans. The Zamindar's and landlords along the various routs were held 
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responsible for the supply of 'harkaras' or foot runners to carry the mails. Warren 

Hasting carried out reforms in I 774,35 under which postage for the first time was to 

be paid on all private letters, and a post-master general was appointed with powers to 

control the entire postal establishment. But the present postal system was started with 

the passing of the Act XVII of 183736 which introduced a new system replacing the 

·old one. Consequently a public post office was set-up replacing the private post and 

the Government assumed the exclusive right to convey letters for hire in the 

territories of the East India Company. Uniformity was the expectation, but postal 

rates continued to vary both with distance and weight. In 1850 a commission was 

appointed consisting of three members to consider the state of Postal service. The 

report was submitted to the Government in 1851, which led to the passing of the Act 

XVII of 1854 ushering in a new era in the history of the Indian post office. Under the 

provision of this Act, postage stamps were introduced for the first time, and rates 

were fixed. The Indian Postal Department was placed under the control of a Director

general, Post-master-general was appointed for the direct administration, and 

supervision of the Postal Services in the larger provinces and Deputy Post-master

general were appointed in the smaller provinces as well as in the principal political 

agencies. In 1854, H. B. Riddell was appointed as the first Director-general of Post 

Office in India. The first Indian postal stamp was issued on an all India basis on I 51 

September 1854.37 The direct control of the Post-master-general apparently extended 

only to a few main lines of communications and the Collector had the charge of 

district Post Office and local lines. Since then various reforms were introduced for 

the betterment of postal system, but there were no general authority to secure 

uniformity of procedure. The charges for the letters, in the absence of postage stamps 

were levied in cash and varied according to weight and distance. 

VI 

Prior to the introduction of general postal system in Maida, a system of 

zamindary dak was there. To introduce general postal system in Maida district, the 

first official correspondence was made in 13th Oct., 1869. Mr. F. R. Hogg, the then 

Post-master-general of Bengal, after consulting the Commissioner of Bhagalpur 

Division and other local authorities submitted a report to the Government of Bengal 

with the following words. It states "I propose taking over charge of zamindary dak in 

Maida district; and with this view beg to be invested with the powers described in 
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sectioned 2, Act-VIII., of 1862, as regards that district". In reply Ms. H. S. Breadon, 

Under Secretary, Government of Bengal States that "the Lieutenant-Governor has 

been pleased to vest you with the powers described in section 2, Act VIII, of 1862 in 

order to enable you to take over the management of the zamindary dak in the Maida 

d. t . t" 383838 I . . . th b . fi ed N b IS nc . t IS surpnsmg to note at emg trans err on ovem er, 1869, the 

department had taken the charge of the district on I '1 January 1870. Primarily the 

charge of zamindary dak in Maida district handed over to the postal department on 

experimental basis for the period from January to June of 1870. After completion of 

experimental period Mr. J. Tweedie the then Post-master-general submitted a report 

to the Official Secretary to the Government of Bengal, and described the prevailing 

condition and work of the postal services of the district. It is stated that "the results of 

the experimental working of new department over a period of six month was 

satisfactory". The corresponding received and dispatched from the several post office 

of the district of Maida during experimental period had increased considerably. 

Under the constant supervision of the sub-Inspector and overseers the income from 

this department risen from Rs. 39 to Rs. 250. District post-runners traveled a total 

distance of 128 miles within the district and the total area was divided under two 

overseers. The first two overseers were Jodohar MukheJjee and Bhabobatty Charan 

Bhattachrujee. There were two rural messengers, seven letter boxes, 55 village letter 

boxes, one post office, one special peon, and six letter boxes, served by I'' stage 

'runner. The Officiating District Magistrate ofMalda Mr. W. S. Alexander expressed 

his satisfaction on a report to the Post-master-general of Bhagalpur division in 2"d 

July 1870 and stated, "the new system work well. The post certainly travelled faster 

than it did. As long as there is good and careful supervision over the runners this will 

continued". The district Superintendent of Police also reports that he is satisfied with 

the working of the department. Last but not the least that the Lieutenant -Governor 

was also satisfied with the general results of the experimental working of the Maida 

post services. For the new department an additional establishment was sanctioned 

which is shown by the table given below. 
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Table-3 

Statement showing Additional Establishment for 

new Department 
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~ ~.~··I Rural Messenger I 02 I 
Letter boxes 07 

Village letter boxes I 55 

Post office I 0 I 

Special peon I 0 I 

=::cfirst runner to serve letter boxes I 06 

District post offices I 02 

Runners I 02 

: - :::..:_:::.:....~:.:..::.::-::-_-

::~""' . -, S.Uree: Proceedings of General Department (miscellaneous), File-145, pro-

-~70,_p.59-61, Calcutta, Bengal Secretariat Office. 
----

-===----------~--

~-~---·-·--. 
128 miles of postal communication in the district during the 

_cL 

• 
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Table-4 

Statement showing the extent of District Lines 

Name of Overseers New Lines Length in Miles 

From To 

Jodohar Maida Gergoreeba 32 

Mukheijee 

Gergoreeba Khurba 24 

Maida Kaliachak 16 

Total 72 

Bhabotbatty Maida Teerteepor 26 

Charan 

Bhattachaij ee 

Maida Gomastapore 22 

Gomastapore Rohunpor 05 
! 

Kasimpor Moochia 03 

Total 56 

Grant Total 128 

Source: Proceedings of General Department (miscellaneous), File-145, pro

B, Oct., 1870, p.59-61, Calcutta, Bengal Secretariat Office. 

With the passage of time, postal services are not only confined to its 

traditional work, it involves multifarious task such as deposits of money, issue of 

money orders etc. There were three Telegraph Offices in the district of which one 

resided at English Baiar town.42 
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