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GLOSSARY 

A priesthood, belonging to the Rajbansis. 

A class of farm-servants who were remunerated by half the produce of the field. 

A native officer (Magistrate). 

Officials of higher rank. 

Aristocrats, The term used for the four Muslim groups of foreign origin, namely, Sayyad, 

Sheikh, Mughal and Pathan. 

Commoners, people of low origin, The term used for the converted Muslim groups. 

Riverine trade centre. 

A sect of mendicant singer. 

The immigrant Bengalees coming from Eastern and Southern Bengal, that is, from the 

direction of 'Bhati' or ebb tide, came to be known in local population of Gooch Behar as 

'Bhatias'. 

An Unit of measurement of land. 1 bigha = 0.33 acre or 1 acre = 3 big has. 

Rent free lands granted to the Brahmanas. 

Fallen or degenerate. 

Administrative unit having several villages. 

Detached tracts or enclaves. 

A rural police or watchman. 

The general name for an undertenure. 

Under-tenant of a Jotedar. 

A rural officer for supervision of the work of Chowkidars. 

Under-tenant of a chukanidar. 

Religious shrines of the Muslims. 

Rent free land granted for the maintenance of temple or deity (deva). 

The Chief Minister of an Indian Prince or Chief (Executive) Officer in charge of the 

Revenue Departmant. The post of Dewan Deo was hereditary in Koch Kingdom in early 

times. 

It refers to that tract of the country which offers gateways or duars to Bhutan from India, 

such as Buxa, Chamurchi etc. 

The Executive Government of a Princely State and also a public audience or reception. 

A Muslim mendicant or ascetic. 
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A native officer, who is invested with the ordinary powers of a magistrate in a British 

Indian district. 

Cattle powerd mill for the production of mustard oil. 

Throne, literally the cushion of an Indian Prince. 

Religious preceptor. 

Investigation and survey, detailed inquiry. 

A Village market. 

Tax farming. 

Farmer. 

Service -lands, that is, grant of lands was ordinarily made by a Rajah in exchange for 

service. 

One who holds a jaigir. 

The revenue-paying estates in Coach Behar State were called 'Joles'. 

Holders of the 'Joles' were called Jotedars. 

Letter, correspondence. 

The possession of an individual. 

A semi tribal community of Northern Bengal, belonging to the Indo-Mongoloids. 

An instalment for payment of revenue. 

Name of a race of people inhabiting a large tract in the north-east of Bengal. 

Rent free holdings. 

Money-lender. 

Revenue paying Land. 

Lowest unit of measuring the land. Formerly Coach Behar State was parcelled out into 

Mouzas, closely resembling the modern Taluk. 

A Hinduised tribe. 

A gold coin weighing a tala (10 grams); a seal. 

Permanently settled jotes and its revenue was fixed in perpetuity. 

Literally a learned man, used to denote a practitioner of Islamic religious learning; often 

a man of Religion in villages. 

A Muslim religious scholar. 

Deputy; Agent. 

A native officer who occupied the rank of sub-divisional officer; Sub-divisional Magistrate. 

The currency of Coach Behar. 
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Head of Military Affairs. This post was hereditary in the Koch Kingdom in early times. 

: Rural Muslims in Coach Behar State were popularly called Nasyas. 

Schedule of rate. 

Village quacks. 

Betel leaf. 

Fiscal divisions. In Coach Behar state there were six Parganas, Namely, Mekhligunj, 

Mathabhanga, Lalbazar, Dinhata, Coach Behar and Tufangunj. 

Lease, given to each Jotedar after the conclusion of the settlement. 

Muslim spiritual guide or saint; a person imbued with religious powers of a certain 

kind; the Sufis. 

Rent free land granted for the maintenance of a Muslim Pir or a mosque. 

Sacred tracts of old Kamarupa, such as Kama pith, Ratnapith etc. 

At the coronation of Bisva Simha, Sisva Sinha, his brother held the royal umbrella over 

his head, and assumed a title of raikat. Later he settled in Baikunthapur in the district 

of Jalpaiguri. 

The single largest (Hinduized) social group in the population of Coach Behar State and 

other adjoining districts of northern Bengal. 

Spritual guide to the king or queen. 

The Court in which the Rajah Presides, assisted by the Dewan. 

Peasant; subject. 

Worshippers of Siva. 

Worshippers of Sakti. 

Official Title deed. 

Hindu Mendicants or ascetics. 

Process of cultural adaptation of twice - born castes by lower castes. 

Attaching or supervising officer employed by the state. 

Religious code of conduct in Islam; Muslim religious law. 

Hindu religious scripture. 

Sect faithful to HazratAii. 

Religious purification movement." 

Sect faithful to four I mans. 

Small revenue unit. 
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Centers for realisation of rents. 

It is the final record of the right of all landholders, from the jotedars down to the lowest 

under-tenant. 

Details of lands. 

Scholars of Islam. 

A particular religious order akin to Hinduism; worshippers of Vishnu. 

Sanskrit word meaning an infidel; this term usually applied in this region to mean it 

Muslim invaders of medieval times. 

Women residing in the restricted place of Palace. 


