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CHAPTER Ill 

POLITICAL HISTORY OF GOOCH BEHAR SINCE THEASSUMPTION OF RULING POWER BY MAHARAJA 
JAGADDIPENDRANARAYAN TO ITS ACCESSION WITH THE INDIAN UNION 

(6th April, 1936 -12th August, 1947) 

On the demise of Maharaja Jitendra Narayan, K.C.S.I, on the 20th December, 1922 in England, his minor 

eldest son, 'Jubaraj' Jagaddipendra Nayayan was proclaimed Ruler on the 24th December, 1922. His succession to 

the throne of Gooch Behar was recognised by the Government of India. As has been mentioned ea~ier, the Rajyabhisek 

ceremony took place on the 1Oth March, 1923 and Durbar was held on the occasion. Subsequently, the Kharjta from 

the Viceroy and Governor-General of India to the Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan conveying the recognition by the 

King- Emperor of India of the succession of His Highness to the 'Gadi' of Coach Behar was presented to the Maharaja 

by Mr. W.A. Marr, C.I.E, I.C.S, the Commissioner of Rajshahi Division and the Political Agent of Gooch Behar State.' 

Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan was born on the 15th December, 1915 and the time he was placed upon 

the throne he was only seven years old. Pending the orders of the Goverment of India, therefore, the administration of 

the state was temporarily conducted by the State Council formed in accordance with the proposal by the Late 

Maharaja Jitendranarayan on the eve of his departure to Europe for the last time. As has been stated earlier, the 

approval of the Government to the formation of a Regency Council was conveyed in the Chief Secretary to the Bengal 

Government's letter (No. 352 P.D.) dated May, 1923. Accordingly, the state administration was conducted throughout 

the minority period, by the Regency Council with the Maharani Indira Devi, mother of the minor Maharaja, as Regent 

and President of the Council' 

!twas arranged that the Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan would be invested with full nuling powers during 

the cold weather of 1935-36 and the Viceroy should perform the Investiture ceremonies and would stay as guest of the 

Durbar for a period of three days.' The last Viceregal visit to Gooch Behar appears to have been Lord Lansdowne's in 

1892. No ceremonial programmes for public arrival etc. were then prepared 4 However, on this occasion His Excellency 

the Viceroy cancelled his visit to Gooch Behar in November-December, 1935.5 The ceremony had to be deferred till 

April, 1936. Finally, it was decided that John Anderson, the Governor of Bengal, would install the Maharaja about the 

beginning of April, 1936.6 

Sir John Anderson arrived by special train soon after 10 a.m. on the 6th April, 1936, accompanied by the 

Under-Secretary, Political Department and the Chief Secrtary, Government of Bengal and Private and Military 

Secretaries. What the rains had left of the welcoming message showed boldly over the station when the Maharaja of 

Gooch Behar and staff awaited His Excellency's arrival. Sir John Anderson drove past a Guard of Honour furnished by 
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the state troops to the palace. In the rolling park of palace were paraded a guard of honour of the Eastern Frontier 

Rifles whose band rehearsals during the past few days outside the fine, new military barracks have drawn most of the 

local population in admiring audiences. Behind them on the lawn were the state elephants capartsoned in scarlet and 

gold appropriate to the historic occassion and their concerted "salute" which accompanied the bands playing the 

National Anthem, to the background of booming saluting guns, added a romantic touch to the otherwise conventional 

part of the proceedings.' 

'At the Durbur Hall was assembled a large company, though no ladies were present, and half an hour the 

formalities were due to begin beautifully coloured flowing Turbans and rich apparels blended harmoniously with the 

general surroundings, the central object of interest being the rich, raised thrones presently to be occupied by His 

Highness the Maharaja and His Excellency the Governor.' Among this distinguished gathering the principal guests 

were: Mr. L. J. Twynham, I.C.S., Col. R. B. Butter, Mr. L. G. Pinell, I.C.S., Mr. M. J. Carrit I.C.S., Mr. F.W. Robertson, 

I.C.S., Mr. R.J.Prtngle, I.C.S., Mr. R.H. Hutchings, I.C.S.; Captain J.E.J. Davie, Captain H. H. Me. Gildowani, Mr. 

J.D. Tyson, I.C.S., Shrimat Yuvaraj Sahib of Baroda, Kunwar Major Amar Singh of Jaipur, Shrimat B.A. Gaekwar of 

Baroda and all the Durbaries of the Coach Behar State. 

'At 11:30 a.m. His Excellency the Governor arrived at the Durbar Hall to be met by the Regency Council of 

the State, and preceded by the Bengal Government and State Officers he accompanied His Highness to the throne. 

The Maharaja who has just attained the majority, is finely and athletically proportioned and he acquitted himself of the 

ceremony which accorded him the ruling powers over something like 6,00,000 people, with an admirable combination 

of simplicity and sincerity. Ranged behind the Dais were bearers of various insignia in rich attire' 

His Excellency the Governor first read out the 'Kharita' from Willingdon, the Viceroy and Governor-General 

of India, dated New Delhi, the 23rd March, 1936 to the Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan which was punctuated by the 

firing of a salute of 31 guns. His Excellency the Viceroy in a message to His Highness the Maharaja of Coach Behar 

said, "I have watched with much interest the later stages of Your Highness' education and training, and it is with much 

gratification that I am now able to accept the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal that Your 

Highness should be invested with ruling powers.'' 

"I congratulate Your Highness on your resumption of the duties, responsibilities and privileges attaching to 

your high position and I feel confident that you will do your best to maintain and promote further the welfare, security 

and prosperity of the state and the people now committed to your charge. I trust that the people of Gooch Behar will 

find in Your Highness a just, kind and sympathetic Ruler." 
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"Your Highness may rest assured that you may count upon the friendship and support of myself and my 

successors and in all circumstances you will be able to turn for advice to the authorities charged with conducting the 

political relations with your state, who will give the most attentive and sympathetic consideration to the problems 

which may confront Your Highness." "I take this opportunity of conveying to Your Highness my earnest wish for your 

long life, prosperity and successful rule."' 

On the conclusion of the reading of the Kharita, the Governor delivered a short congratulatory address, on 

the conclusion of which he pressented the Viceroy's Kharita to the Maharaja. The Governor Sir John Anderson said in 

his address, "I am present here today on behalf of His Excellency the Viceroy, to invest Your Highness with ruling 

powers and to transfer formally to Your Highness' personal rule the State of Gooch Behar, which, since 1922, during 

your minority, has been under control of a Council of Regency presided over by Your Highness' mother." 

"Your Highness' father, Maharaj Sir Jitendranarayan Bhup Bhadur, K.C.S.I, unfortunately enjoyed but a brief 

reign of 9 years in succession to the still shorter reign of his brother, Maharaja Raj Rajendranarayan. Your Highness' 

father, however, pursued the progressive policy that his father had initiated and developed showed the same profound 

affection for his people and interest in their welfare as his father has shewn. Your Highness' father's charm of manner, 

unfailing courtesy and engaging personality are, I know, well remembered by those who had the privilege of his 

friendship. I feel sure that Your Highness will uphold the fine traditions of your family and will pursue the same 

enlightened and progressive policy of your father and grandfather. I need not remind Your Highness that the great 

position which your are called upon to occupy is one which carries with it great responsibilities and immense scope 

for the beneficient activity." 

"Your Highness is taking over the administration of this important state at a time when great changes in the 

Government of India are about to take place. The vision of a more united India, in the administration of which the 

princes and the people of the Indian states would have a voice was placed before the Round Table conference in 

England and has since taken practical shape in those portions of the Government of India Act which relate to the 

Federation of India. The old order is changing and the role of an Indian Prince in the future is likely to be enhlarged 

beyond his functions as the Ruler in a State. His influence may be felt in the counsels of the Indian Empire." 

"Your Highness has had the advantages of the best education which England have on offer and, with the 

opportunities now before you to gain experience in practical administration, It lies in your hands to equip yourself to 

take a prominent part in the new era which is dawning on India. I am personally happy to know that you have the same 

love for and skilled in, many sports that your family have always shown." "I recommend to your hands this state on the 

confident knowledge that Your Highness will do your utmost to promote happiness and prosperity of the people who 
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are today placed under your direct care."" 

On the conclusion of his address, His Excellency the Governor declared His Highness duly invested with 

the powers of a Ruling Prince. The Chief Secretary then rose and recited Maharaja's full title :- "His Highness 

Maharaja Jagaddipendranarayan Bhup Bahadur, Maharaja of Gooch Behar." A salute of 13 guns was fired in honour of 

His Highness, the Guard of Honour rose in Arms and the Band played the State Anthem. Faultlessly but modestly 

attired with magnificent jewels on the Turban and a fine pearl necklace the Maharaja rose to reply." His Highness 

made the following speech. 

"I am deeply grateful to His Excellency the Viceroy for his gracious message and to Your Excellency for 

coming here to invest me with ruling powers and for the friendly and inspiring words which Your Excellency has just 

addressed to me."" ... I would ask Your Excellency to accept and transmit in the appropriate manner the expression 

of my abiding loyalty to the Person and Throne of His Majesty the King Emperor. Loyalty and devotion are the watch

words of my House, I believe I shall not be found to lag behind my illustrious ancestors in these traditional virtues." 

"I wish, at this moment when I am assuming my powers as a Ruler to express my gratitude both to Your 

Excellency and to Your Excellency's predecessors for the help and sympathy which have so readily been extended 

to me and to my state during my minority. I hope that in whatever way the relations of my state with the Paramount 

Power may be regulated in the future I may count upon the personal interest and sympathy of the Governor of a 

province with whose fortunes the interests of my state are inevitably most closely bound." 

'I wish also to acknowledge the debt of gratitude that I owe to Her Highness my Mother, who has held the 

position of President of the Council of Regency throughout the period of my minority. "I appeal with confidence to 

those who are still in the service of the state for a continuance or the ready and zealous service which they have 

rendered to my forebears and to the Regency Council."" 

The telegrams were exchanged on the occasion of the investiture ceremony on the 6th April, 1936 between 

the Viceroy and the Maharaja of Gooch Behar: The following telegram was sent from Viceroy to His Highness: "On 

this most auspicious occasion I send to Your Highness from Her Excellency and myself as very old friend of your 

family my warmest congratulations and sincere hopes that in future years you may prove to be a great ruler and that 

your first care will be for your subjects. I know well that Your Highness will always maintain the great traditions for 

loyalty that your family has always had towards our beloved King Emperor." 

In reply, the following telegram was sent from the Maharaja to the Viceroy: "I am deeply grateful for Your 

Excellency's gracious message. I value more than I can say the congratulations and good wishes of such good 
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friends of my family as yourself and Her Excellency. May I, in return, wish you both all future happiness. On this 

important occasion in my life I affirm in all sincerity that loyalty and devotion to our beloved sovereign which have been 

the tradition of my family."13 1t may be mentioned here that in honour of the guests state banquet was held at the royal 

palace at night on the 6th April, 1936 to mark the occasion of the Maharaja's investiture with full ruling powers." 

The minority administration of the state by the Regency Council had thus come to an end with the investiture 

of Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan with full ruling powers on the 6th April, 1936. The State Council was formed in 

place of the Regency Council with effect from the 7th April, 1936. 15 The Maharaja administered the state with the 

assistance of the State Council which was then composed of as follows: (i) His Highness the Maharaja- President 

of the Council; (ii) J.D. Tyson, Esq., C.B.E, I.C.S.,- Vice President and Judicial Member; (iii) Karali Charan Ganguli, 

B.A., Member, (iv) Sumantha Ranjan Majumdar- Member and (v) Umanath Dutt, Member of the Judicial side only. It 

may be mentioned here that Mr. L. G. Wallis, I.C.S., was appointed Vice-President, the State Council and thereby 

succeeded Mr. J.D. Tyson with effect from the 16th November, 1936.16 

As has been mentioned before, the Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan was born on the 15th December, 

1915. He was therefore twenty first year old when he was invested with full ruling powers in 1936. He was educated at 

Harrow and Trinity Hall, Cambridge." As has been mentioned earlier, His Highness' mother Maharani Indira Devi was 

the daughter of the Maharaja Gaekwar of Barada and was married to the late Maharaja Jitendra Narayan on the 25th 

August, 1913.16 His Highness' father Maharaja Jitendra Narayan breathed his last on the 2oth December, 1922 in 

England. His Highness had three sisters and a brother. His eldest sister Maharaj Kumari lla Devi was born on the first 

October, 1914 and was married on the 12th June. 1936 to Kumar Ramendra Kishore Deb Barman, a relative of His 

Highness the Maharaja ofTripura. His younger brother Maharaj Kumar lndrajitendra Narayan was born on the 6th July 

1918. His second sister Maharaj Kumari Gayatri Devi was born on the 23rd May, 1919 and his third sister Maharaj 

Kumari Menaka Deviwas born on the 5th June, 1920.19 

His Highness' grand mother was the Dowager Maharani Sunity Devi, C.l., who was the eldest daughter of 

the late religious reformer Babu Keshab Chandra Sen and was married to the late Maharaja Nripendra Narayan in 

1878.1n 1887, she was decorated with orderoftheCrown of India. Her Highness died on the 10th November 1932 in 

Ranchi.20 

His Highness had two uncles and three aunts. Maharaj Kumar Victor Nityendra Narayan was born in 1888, 

educated at Eton and joined the imperial cadet corps in 1906. He married in 1916 a daughter of Mr. M. L. Gupta, Bar 

at law of Calcutta and had issued two sons the eldest of whom died on the 5th April 1927. The marriage has been 

dissolved in 1926. 21 During the rule of Maharaja Jitendra Narayan and of the minority administration Victor Narayan 
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was first a member of the State Council and then of the Council of Regenay. Victor N. Narayan was His Highness 

father's only surviving brother. The Maharani Indira Devi as a Regent relied on him fro advice because he knew Gooch 

Behar so well and spoke the Gooch Behari dialect perfectly. 22 But later he left Gooch Behar for Engliand in 1927 to 

dwell there permanently and resigned from the Regency Council in 1929. He was killed in a dreadful motor accident 

on the 31st October, 1937, at Osterly. His son Kumar Gautamnarayan was still living." 

His Highness' eldest aunt Maharaj Kumari Sukriti Sundari Devi was born in 1885 and was married in 1899 

to Mr. Jyotsna Ghosal of the Indian Civil Service. The marriage had been dissolved and she had since been married to 

Mr. Raymond Conte. The Maharaja's second aunt Maharaj Kumari Prativa Sundari Devi died in July 1932. His third 

aunt Maharaj Kumari Sudhira Sundari was born in 1894 and married to Mr. Allan Mander ofWolverhampton in 1914. 

The Maharaja's younger uncle Maharaj Kumar Hitendra Narayan died in 1920.24 

The leading title holders and officials of the Gooch Behar State during the year of 1936-37 were as follows : 

(i) Rai Choudhuri Mon Mohan Buxi (ii) Rai Choudhuri Suresh Chandra Mustafi, (iii) Rai Choudhuri Promoda Ranjan 

Buxi (iv) Khan Choudhuri AmanatullaAhmed and (v) Rai Choudhuri lshan Chandra Lahiri.25 The leading state officials 

during the year 1936 -37 were as follows: Mr. L. G Wallis I.C.S, of the Political Department of the Government of India 

was the Vice-President of the State Council, Rai Karali Charan Ganguli Bahadur, Revenue Officer, were the Members 

of the State Council, with Srijut U.N. Dutt, B.L, the Civil and Sessions Judge, they formed a Full Bench of the High 

Court. They were ex-officio Members of the Legislative Council, of which His Highness was the President." 

The Legislative Council consisting of Members of the State Council and six other official and non-official 

Members representing different interest during the year 1936-37 was composed as follows: (i) His Highness Maharaja 

Bhup Bahadur-President (ii) L. G Wallis, Esq., I.C.S. Vice President (iii) Rai K.C. Ganguli Bahadur, B.A., B.C.S 

(Retd.) Revenue Officer, Member (iv) SrijutSumantha Ranjan Majumdar, Audit Officer, Member (v) Srijut U.N. Dutt, B. 

L., Civil & Sessions Judge -Additional Member, (vi) Khan ChoudhuriAmanatulla Ahmed, Additional Member (vii) Srijit 

S.K. Basu Majumdar, B.L., Additional Member (viii) Babu Duli Chand Sethia Oswal ,Additional Member (ix) Srijut 

Sushi! Kumar Chakravarti, M.A, Additional Member and (x) Kumar Kabindranarayan, Additional Member. Besides, 

Srijut Hemendra Kishore Sen Gupta, B.L. was the Secretary of the Legislative Council." 

The Vice-President of the State Council in the General Department was in direct charge of the following 

departments during the year 1936-37: Criminal Justice, Police, Jails, Public Works, Electrical Department, Education, 

State Library, Medical Department, Veterinary Department, State Press, Military Department, Stationery Department, 

Darjeeling, Civil Department and Registration Department. He was also Ex-officio Vice-President of the Legislative 

Council and Chairman of the Gooch Behar Town Committee. The Revenue Officer of the State was in direct charge of 
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the departments noted below: Revenue Department, Excise Department, Court of Wards, Debutter Department, 

Toshakhana, Treasury, The Chaklajatand Pang a Estates and Agricultural Department.28 

The other important officers of the state were Captain Rajkumar R. Sing, Bar-at-Law, Private Secretary of 

His Highness. Srijut S.C. Ghosal, M.A. B.L, Fouzdari Ahilkar. J.N. Madan. Esq. M.B.B.S. (Punj.), F.R.C.S, (Eng.), 

Civil Surgeon, Rai S.C. Majumdar Bahadur. Superintendent of Police, Mr. J.C. Roy, B.Sc. (Cal. and Glas.), A.M.I.E.S. 

(Scot), M.R. S.A.N.I (Land.), State Engineer and Srijut Sara! Chandra Gupta, M.A., Principal, Victoria College." 

Lt. Col. A.S. Meek the Agent to the Governor-General, wrote a letter No. D 10099- P136 dated Raipur, the 

14th December, 1936 to the Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan carrying the following message: "In continuation of my 

telegram No. D 10099 - P/136, dated the 11th December, 1936, I have the honour to inform your Highness that His 

Majesty King George VI has been proclaimed Emperor of India in New Delhi at 9 A.M. this morning."" 

In replying, the Maharaja Jagaddipendranarayan despatched the following telegram dated the 15th December, 

1936 : "On behalf of the subjects and Durbar of Coach Behar state I beg leave to convey the expression of our deepest 

loyalty and dutiful homage to His Majesty the King-Emperor on his accession to the throne, and our most respectful 

greetings on the occasion of His Imperial Majesty's Birthday."" The Coach Behar Durbar also issued a Notification 

dated the 20th December, 1936 on the occasion of His Majesty the King-Emperor's accession to the throne announcing 

that "His Most Gracious Majesty King George the sixth has been proclaimed King of Great Britain, Ireland and of the 

British Dominions beyond the seas, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India."" 

After the death of Maharaja Jitendra Narayan on the 2oth December, 1922, direct political relations of Coach 

Behar State were established with the Government of India, who acted through the Government of Bengal and the 

Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division. who was also the Political Agent for the state. But the channel for the conduct 

of those relations was transferred by the Government of India to the Eastern States Agency." In pursuance of the 

general policy of bringing Indian states into direct relations with the Government of India, it had been decided that 

before the inauguration of Provincial autonomy, the two States now in political relations wtth the Governor of Bengal in 

Council, i.e., Gooch Behar and Tripura, should be included in the charge of the Agent to the Governor- General, 

Eastern States Agency." As a consequence of the accession to it of the two Bengal States it has been found 

administratively expedient to reconstruct the Eastern States Agency and the Agency as reconstructed will comprise 

three minor agencies under three Political Agents who had been designated the Political Agent, Bengal States, the 

Political Agent, Orissa States and the Political Agent, Chhattishgarh States. The Bengal States will comprise Gooch 

Behar, Tripura and Mayurbhange'' 
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The State Council issued a Notification in December, 1936 announcing that under orders from the Government 

of India the political relations of the Gooch Behar Durbar have been transferred from the Government of Bengal and are 

to be conducted in future through the Agent to the Governor- General, Eastern States, Ranchi with effect from the 1st 

December, 1936. The Secretary to the Agent to the Governor- General, Eastern States will perform the functions of a 

Political Agent with regard to extradition and other matters where law or rule requires a Political Agent to act and will 

be designated normally Secretary to the Agent to the Governor-General and not Political Agent for the purpose."" 

L.R. Fawcus, the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division who was also the Political Agent wrote the following 

letter to the Maharaja Jagaddipendranarayan of Coach Behar, dated Commissione~s House, Jalpaiguri, 19th December, 

1936. "I very much appreciated the letter in which you referred so kindly to the connection which I have had as 

Political Agent with the Gooch Behar Durbar and I am very sensible of your personal courtesy in sending me a copy 

of your letter to Sir John Anderson [the Governor of Bengal]". 

It is a matter of regret to me that change in political condition had severed the official connection between 

the Commissioners of this Division and Your Highness' State but I trust that the cordial personal relations which have 

subsisted so long with Your Highness and the members of your family as well as with the officials of the state will 

continue unaffected by the change."37 

The Council of the Rulers, Eastern States Agency, ado!lted the following Resolution in its meeting held on 

the 2nd January, 1937 in Calcutta :"The Council of the Rulers of the Eastern States Agency notes with great pleasure 

the entry of the states of Gooch Behar and Tripura into this Agency and heartily invites the Rulers of these states to 

this Council." Raja Ramanuj Pratap Sing Deo, The Ruler of Korea state, President of Council of Rulers, Eastern 

States Agency in a letter, dated Korea state, Baikunthapur, the 1st February, 1937 to the Maharaja Jagaddipendra 

Narayan sent the aforesaid resolution to him and extended a hearty welcome to him to their Council on behalf of the 

organisation and himself." 

Maharaja Jagaddipendranarayan, in return, wrote the following letter on the 4th March, 1937 to the Raja of 

Korea State, Baikunthapur: "I reply to your letter of the 1st February, 1937. I very much appreciated the welcome 

which the Council of Rulers of the Eastern States Agency have extended to me in their resolution of the 2nd of 

January, 1937 and I thank you also for the personal invitation which, as President, you have so kindly conveyed to me. 

It shall be my constant endeavour to associate my Durbar and myself with the work of the Council."" 

There arose a question regarding the deiegation of executive functions of the proposed Federation under the 

Government of India Act, 1935 to the Rulers of Coach Behar and Tripura. A.S. Meek, Agent to the Governor-General, 
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Eastern States Council, in a ccnfidentialletter dated Ranchi, the 21st December, 1936 informed the Bengal Government 

that the question of the accession of the Coach Behar and Tripura States to the proposed Federation might arise in 

connection with Lothian's discussion with those states in Calcutta and in this respect he would be very grateful if the 

Bengal Government would give him their advice. He also added that "the points related to sections 124 and 125 of the 

Goverment of India Act, 1935 and under these sections the Governor-General might entrust the Ruler of a state with 

the executive functions of the Federation within state and the question arose whether the administration of the siates 

was of such quality as to admit of this delegation being made to them. The Government of India had shown that it was 

not their policy to entrust such powers to smaller states and they would not be entrusted to states which were not 
•. ! , 

shown to have an efficient machinery of Government. In the Eastern States, the Agent to the Governor-General 

proposed to recommend that if such powers were to be granted at all, they should only be granted to Mayurbhange, 

Gooch Behar and Tripura, because these states had a good administrative machinery. 40 

As regards the adequacy of the administration of Coach Behar State for the above noted purpose, the 

Bengal Government sought the opinion of Mr. Tyson, the District Magistrate of Dacca, who had earlier served Coach 

Behar State as the Vice-president of the State Council'' Mr. Tyson, in a confidential letter dated 25th December, 

1936~ to the Bengal Government, informed them that" the administration of Federal subjects in the Coach Behar 

' state, in my opinion, be safely made over to the state, or 'the Ruler' (as the wording of Act is). The long standing 

tradition and the present attitude both of the Administration and of the state subjects is favourable to such a course.' 

Mr. Tyson further mentioned that 'section 125 of the Act contains sufficient safeguards to ensure that an administration 

which is at the outset upto the required standards of efficiency is kept upto that standard, while, if the administration 

were to fail to discharge its obligations through bankruptcy due to the extravagance of the Ruling House (or other 

cause), I presume that the powers of interference inherent in Paramountcy could be invoked (as at present) to "take 

over the state" for the time being and put the things righf. The ex-Vice-President of the Coach Behar state also added 

that in so far as he had been able to study the matter before he left the state, he had intended to advise the Maharaja 

at th~ proper time to ask for an agreement under sections 125 of the Act. 42 

The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal in a confidential letter dated 29th December, 1936 to the 

·• Agent to the Governor-General, Eastern States Council, informed him that before replying on the matter they sought 

the opinions of Mr. Tyson, ex-Vice-President of the Coach Behar state and of Mr. Holland, Collector atTippera, and 

Political Agent forTripura. The Chief Secretary mentioned that it would be seen that the standard of administration in 

both states was sufficiently high to justify the delegation to them of executive functions of the Federation under 

sections 124 and 125 of the Government of India Act, 1935. The local Government had, of course, little opportunity to 

be acquianted with details of the internal administration of the two states but saw no reason to differ with the views 

expressed by Messrs. Tyson and Holland 43 
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On the question of accession of the states of the Eastern States Agency to Federation, Maharaja 

Jagaddipendranarayan wrote a confidential letter on the 16th March, 1937 to the Agent to the Governor-General, 

Eastern States Agency, informing him that at this stage the Coach Behar Durba~s endeavour was to formulate a basis 

for their substantial accession to the Federation, and the revised draft of the standard form of the Instrument had been 

framed in accordance with and followed verbatim the draft recommended by Constitutional Committee of the Chamber 

of Princes whose report was, with minor amendments, adopted recently by the Informal Conference of Princes and 

Ministers held in Delhi." 

The Maharaja also mentioned in the aforesaid letter that 'the framing of schedule Ill to the Instrument, a list 

of certain rights and privileges which the Durbar and Ruler would wish to be accorded special protection on the 

• establishment of the Federation of India, was first undertaken in response to the request of His Excellency's Special 

Representative and on the lines indicated in Eastern States Agency Letter No. F. 19 I 37 dated the 16th January, 

1937, and accordingly that list included the more important extra-territorial rights now being enjoyed. Subsequently 

the Coach Behar Durbar had before them the Report of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Constitutional Committee of 

tne Chamber of Princes, wherefrom it appeared that the legal advisers to the Chambers would distinguish between 

those rights which relate to accepted items in the Federal Legislative list, and those relating to matters outside the list 

and since also this Durbar are informed that a large number of states favour this classification, they have been 

disposed (and they assume that there is no objection) to draft a schedule of rights in the manner recommended by the 

legal sub-committee, but modifified in detail and without claim be regarded as exhaustive.' 

The Maharaja concludes that 'it is not now proposed to.prefer the Coach Behar Durba~s views on the 

question of federating on individual items of list Ill of the seventh schedule to the Act, as His Excellency's Special 

Representative states that probably a further communication would be made by the Government of India to the Durbar 

on this subject."" 

, 1 It is to be noted that the Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan along with other Rulers of the Eastern States 

Agency attended that meeting of the Council of the Rulers which took place at the Grand Hotel on the 22nd November, 

1937 at 3 P.M. In the meantime, it was decided that the Head Quarters of the Eastern States Agency would be 

transferred from Ranchi to Calcutta with effect from the 1st July 1937, and the office would be closed at Ranchi on the 

24th June. 1937. All correspondence which could not reach Ranchi by the 24th instant should be addressed to 
( 

Hastings House, Alipore. Calcutta. 47 

It should be noted that the following Kharita dated simla, the 13th May. 1937 was sent to the Maharaja 

Jagaddipendra Narayan from His Excellency the Crown-Representative Viceroy of India, Linnithgow: "I write to inform 
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Your Highness that having been appointed by His Most Gracious Majesty the King Emperor of India -to be His 

majeJty•s Representative for the exercise of the functions of the Crown in its relations with Indian states, I assumed 

the charge of my office at New Delhi on the 1st April , 1937 ." 

"It will be my constant endeavour as has been the case in the past, to maintain and strengthen the friendly 

relations which have so long existed between your State and the British Government, by a scrupulous adherence to 

the treaty engagements on which those relations are based." "Your Highness may rest assured that I shall continue 

to take the closest interest in the welfare of yourself and your state. With earnest wishes for the prosperity of yourself 

and your people. "48 

G. H. Emerson, the Secretary to Agent to the Governor-General, Eastern States Agency, in a D.O. letter 

No. F.V./7-5/37, in March, 1937 to the Maharaja Jagaddipendranarayan informing that His Majesty the King Emperor 

would welcome His Highness as a visitor to the coronation in May, 1937 and that His Highness would be invited to 

most of the Principal Functions including the Abbey Ceremony." Accordingly, the Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan 

sailed for England in April, 1937 to attend the aforesaid Coronation Ceremony. 50 His Highness party consisted of as 

follows: (i) The Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan, (ii) Maharani Indira Devi (His Highness' mother) (iii) Maharaj Kumar 

lndrajitendra Narayan (His Highness' younger brother). (iv) Major Rajkumar Rajendra Singh, Bar-at-Law, Private Secretary 

to His Highness, and (v)Astaffofficerto His Highness. 51 

His Majesty the King Emperor welcomed His Highness as a visitor to the Coronation. He was accorded the 

privilege of attending all the principal functions, including Abbey Ceremony. He returned to the State on the 7th 

September, 1937. During His Highness' absence administration of the state was conducted by the State Council. But 

constitutional and financial questions of magnitude, under His Highness command used to be referred to His Highness 

by cable or air mail. 52 In London Her Highness the Maharani Indira Devi, the Maharaj Kumar Victor N. Narayan, and 

some members of the staff who accompanied His Highness to England, to attend the coronation ceremony received 

special Souvenir Medals instituted by His Majesty to commemorate the Coronation - One was sent to the Vice

President through the residency office and another to the Revenue Officer of the State." 

The Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan attended the meetings of the Chamber of Princes held in New Delhi 

on the 24th and 25th February, 1937. His Excellency the Viceroy in his inagural speech at the 14th session of the 

Chamber of Princes held on the 24th February, 1937 welcomed the Maharaja ofCooch Behar on his assumption of 

power in the following terms : "we welcome their Highnesses of Gwalior and Gooch Behar, who have been invested 

with their Ruling Powers since last this Chamber met, and we trust that they will take an active part in the deliberations 

of this Chamber."" 
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The following resolution of welcome was proposed by His Highness Maharaja Ran a of Dholpur to their 

Highnesses the Maharaja of Scindia of Gwalior and the Maharaja of Coach Behar: "Your Excellency, Your Highness 

: it is with great pleasure that I rise to propose the resolution of welcome to their Highnesses the Maharaja Scindia of 

Gwalior and Maharaja Saheb of Coach Behar on their assumption of Power." 

"His Highness the Maharaja of Coach Behar who has assumed his powers is no stranger to me personally 

and J11Y welcome to him is sincere since in years gone by His Highness' father and I were playmates. His Highness 

comes to us from our Eastern most boundary in the country and in spite of the distance, he actually sits here 

amongst us to help us in our deliberations. I hope His Highness will continue to be an active member of this Order and 

be a strength to us all in every way. "55 The above resolution was passed by the Chamber of Princes (Narandra Mandai) 

during the session held on the 24th and 25th February, 1937 and resolved that "the Chamber of Princes offers its 

heartiest congratulation to their Highnesses the Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior and the Maharaja of Coach Behar on 

their investitures with ruling powers and wishes their long and prosperous rule. "56 

The Maharaja Sayaji Rao Gaekwar of Baroda and Maharani Sahiba visited Coach Behar on the 2nd 

January, 1938. A Durbar was held on the 3rd January, 1938 in honour of the occasion and the officers privileged to 

attend Durbars were presented in order of precedents. On the 4th January, 1938 there had been a state banquet. 57 A 

foundation stone was laid by the Maharaja Gaekwar on the 5th January, 1938 at the Sadar Hospital for an X-Ray Ward 

to be called the Baroda X-Ray Ward of the Coach Behar Hospital. A donation of the 10,000 towards the construction 

of the new Ward and its equipments was announced in the meeting and a subsequent donation of Rs. 2,000/- was 

sent later. 56 

The sad news of the demise of the Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda on the evening of the 6th February, 1939 

reached Coach Behar on the 7th February, 1939 when the town of Coach Behar was plunged into mourning.59 The 

following notification dated the 7th February, 1939 was issued by the State Council : "It is with most profound regret 

that the State Council announce to the people of the Coach Behar State that His Highness Maharaja Farzand-i-Khas

i-Daulat-i-lnglishia Sir Sayaji Rao Gaekwar Senakhas Khel Shamsher Bahadur, G. C. S. 1., G. C. I. E, Maharaja of 

Baroda and grandfather of His Highness the Maharaja Bhup Bahadur, passed away on the evening of the 6th February, 

1939." All courts, offices and state institutions remained closed for seven days from the 7th to the 13th February, 

1939.60 

His Highness in Council also received the with deep regret another news of the death of His Excellency Lord 

Brabourne, G.C.S.I, G. C. I.E, M.C. Governor of Bengal, on the 23rd February, 1939 at Calcutta. All courts, offices and 

state institutions remained closed on the 24th February, 1939 as a mark of respect. A public meeting was held on the 
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25th February, 1939 at the Landsdowne Hall, over which the Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan presiding. A message 

of condolence was. forwarded to the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal." 

The Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan attended the Conference of the Chamber of Princes held on the 13th 

March, 1939 in New Delhi under the Presidency of His Excellency the Viceroy. His Highness delivered a speech and 

said, "It is with the deep sense of sorrow that I rise to associate myself with the resolution of condolence upon the sad 

and lamented demise of my grand father His Highness the Maharaja Sayaji Rae Gaekwar of Baroda." 

"It would perhaps notto be too much to say that with passing away we have lost one of the most distinguished 

Members of our Order, and Baroda, a Ruler which it may be difficult to replace. In the administration of his state, he 

not only won the gratitude and devotion of his people who looked upon him as their father but also the esteemed 

admiration and affection of all his brother Princes, who, I am sure, look upon his bereavement as a personal loss, 

which we deeply mourn."" In this session of the Chamber, His Highness was co-opted a Member of the Standing 

Committee, thereby resuming very great responsibilities, both in interest of the state and of the order of Princes." 

Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan attended all the three sessions ofthe Chamber of Princes held in June, 

1939 and in August, 1939 and in March, 1940 at Bombay, Simla and New Delhi respectively. During the year 1939-

40, as has already been mentioned, His Highness was co-opted member of the Standing Committee of the Chamber 

of Princes, and took an active part in the deliberations of the Chamber which at the time was absorbed in matters 

connected with Federation'' Dewan Bahadur R. Subbaya Naidu, Chief Minister of the Coach Behar State was nominated 

on the Committee of Ministers of the Chamber of Princes with effect from October, 1940 in place of Rai K. C. Ganguli 

Bahadur, Acting Vice-President, State Council, Coach Behar.•• His Highness attended the sessions ofthe Chamber 

of Princes at New Delhi on the 16th March, 1942 and subsequent days.66 

In accordance of His Highness' wishes it was arranged that he would be attached to the Light" Cavalry at 

Bola rum (Hyderabad) for military training for a period of three months beginning from June, 1938. But owing to his 

illness, he joined the regiment on the 1st September, 1938 and remained in it for two months'' In the subsequent 

years he also joined the regiment for a period of more or less two months.68 ln the field of aviation His Highness was 

successful in securing 'A' Pilot's license and became a member of several flying clubs of India. 59 The temporary 

honorary rank of second Lieutenant for Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan was approved on Spetember 8, 1939 and 

was notified in the London Gazette on the 17th October, 1939.70 

Whenever the British Government was plunged in war with any other country, the Rulers of Coach Behar 

State as feudatory chief always fully cooperated with them by offering their personal services and the resources of 
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their state. Like his predecessors Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan pursued the same policy of full and active 

cooperation with the British Government from the very beginning of the Second World War. At the outbreak of the 

European War between His Majesty's Government and Germany in September, 1939 the Maharaja of Coach Behar 

conveyed the following message in a telegram on the 4th September, 1939 to the Viceroy of India: "In this dreadful 

crisis I hasten to offer to His Majesty's Government my personal services and the resources of my state."" In reply to 

this, the following message in a telegram dated the 13th September, 1939 from the Viceroy was sent to the Maharaja 

Jagaddipendra Narayan, 7th Light Cavalry, Bolarum: "In the name of His Imperial Majesty to whom communicating 

your loyalty thank Your Highness most warmly for your offer to place your personal services and the resources of your 

state at the disposal of His Majesty."" 

His imperial Majesty the King-Emperor of India sent to India the following message which was published by 

the State Council, Coach Behar, in a notification (War) dated the 12th September, 1939. "In these days when the 

whole of civilization is threatened, the wide-spread attachment of india to the cause in which we have taken the arms 

has been a source of deep satisfaction to me. I also value most highly the many and numerous offers of assistance 

made to me by the Princes and people of India. I am confident that in the struggle upon which I and my people have 

now entered we can count on sympathy and support from every quarter of the Indian continent in the face of the 

common danger .... "73 

Another letter dated Viceregal Lodge, Simla, the 18th October, 1939 from the Viceroy Lord Linlithgow was 

received by Maharaja Jagaddipendranarayan. The Vicroy said in this letter, "I am most grateful to Your Highness for 

the generous and patriotic offer of your personal services which you have been good enough to make in connection 

with the present emergency, and for your readiness to assist by all means in your power in the successful termination 

of the war. I have already expressed my gratitude to you, but I think it well to address Your Highness at a little greater 

length in the light of conversations which I have been having with His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief as to the 

best method of utilising the offers which have been so generously made by the Rulers of the Indian States." The 

Viceroy further said in his letter that" ... as the situation develops (and this, as you will, I am certain, appreciate may 

take time) we shall not hesitate if necessary to call on Your Highness and other Rulers for the personal services which 

you have so generously offered. In the meantime, I would suggest to you that the most useful role which you can play 

in this critical period is to perfect your state arrangements in anticipation of a possible lengthy period of uncertainty."" 

The Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan, in reply, sent the following letter dated Coach Behar, the 18th November, 

1939 to Lord Lin Iithgow, the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, New Delhi : "I thank Your Excellency for your letter 

of October the 18th. I propose to do my best to implement the suggestion contained in the letter."" 
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His Excellency the Viceroy's appeal on behalf of St. Dunstan Association for contribution'• and another 

appeal made by the Joint War Committee by the Indian Red Cross Society and the St. John Ambulance Association 

under the auspices of His Excellency the Viceroy asking for funds" were given wide publicity in the state. His 

Highness' warmest appeal for subscriptions to the officers, subjects and other people was duly met in the state." 

The Sub-Committees were formed in all sub-divisions for the purpose of raising subscription for the Viceroy's 

War Purposes Fund. They had been functioning well with great zeal under the guidance of a Central Committee 

presided over by the District Magistrate and controlled by the Chief Minister Dewan Bahadur R. Subbayya Naidu.79 

Collections for Silver Trinket Fund were successfully organised by the ladies of the state. 80 

Various attempts such as organising the Charity Football Match under the personal initiative of His Highness 

and a Charity Theatrical Performance by College students had been made to accelerate contribution. 81 Girl students 

of local Sunity Academy staged 'Bisarjan' of Rabindranath Tagore in aid of the War Fund in April, 1941. The performance 

was a great success and the collections had been sent to augment the War Purposes Fund of this State." 

In a very largely attended public meeting held on the 8th September, 1940 with Dewan Bahadur R. Subbayya 

Naidu, Chief Minister of the State in the Chair, and it was unanimously resolved to concentrate all resources to fight 

against Nazism. The Village Defence Parties were organised for the civil defence of the whole State. The local widely 

read newspaper "Coach Behar Darpan" published regularly authenticated war news contradicting false rumours and 

promoting war propaganda activities." 

The Maharaja made the following message for the people of the state, which was published in May, 1940 : 

"In this grave and critical hour in the history of Great Britain and the Empire, it is my earnest prayer that the leaders 

of the great political parties in our country will sink their differences and unite with the war of the Princes to meet and 

destroy this dreadful menace which threatens civilization, our very freedom and all that we hold sacred."" His Highness 

accompanied by the Chief Minister of the State visited the rural areas in course of which he inspected the Village 

Defence Parties which had set to work in right earnest. The Chief Minister utilised these occasions in explaining to 

village folk the real war aims and the necessity for contributing to the war efforts made by the state." 

Dewan Bahadur R. S. Naidu, Chief Minister of the State had been appointed to be the representative of the 

Eastern States in the Bengal Province Committees on war supplies on the nomination of the Resident for the Eastern 

States for the year with effect from March 1941'6 On the other hand, the Maharaja Jagaddipen?ranarayan as a 

member of the first National Defence Coucil attended its meeting held on the 6th October, 1941 and the two following 

days. He also attended a meeting of the Red Cross Organisation of the Eastern States on the 5th January, 1942 at 

Hastings House, Calcutta as President of the Society. 87 
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Lt. Col. C.P. Hancock, Resident for the Eastern States visited Gooch Behar on the 11th January 1942 and 

stayed for five days. The Resident was pleased to make the following observation at the conclusion of his visit: " .... 

I find some difficulty in expressing to Your Highness in words how much I enjoyed my recent visit to Gooch Behar and 

how grateful! am to you for showing me so much of the state. I am impressed by the standard of administration and 

would describe the state and the state- subjects as happy; ..... "" Major-General F.Gwatkin, Military Adviser-in-Chief, 

Central Indian State Forces, visited the State on the 2oth January 1942 with a view to inspect the forces prior to its 

admission into the Indian States Forces Scheme, 193989 

With the fall of Singapore to the Japanese in February, 1942, the war suddenly moved much closer to 

India." The Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan was especially vulnerable now that the Japanese advancing into the 

Burma. Maharaja Kumar lndrajitendra Narayan went on active service abroad." Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan had 

to spend most of his time in Gooch Behar, as it was quite close to the War Zone. A huge American army base had 

been installed there, and the famous Burma Road went through Gooch Behar; together they transformed the sleepy 

little town into a bustling international centre, which came to be known as the "G. I.'s Shangri-la.''92 

The National War Front movement was inaugurated in Gooch Behar town by the Maharaja Jagaddipendra 

Narayan on the 5th April, 1942 and in other sub-divisional Headquarters by the Civil Defence Commissioner during 

April, 1942 who was elected to be the State Organiser of the movement. Sub-leaders and lecturers of the movement 

visited important Bilndars and Hats to allay panic created by the World War and counteract false rumours'' Elaborate 

arrangements were made by the Durbar to give effect to immediate A.R.P. measures during the year 1942-43." 

Public meeting in Gooch Behar and four other sub-divisional Headquarters and at Haldibari was held on the 

14th June, 1942 to observe the United Nations Flag Day in which the residents of the towns including officials and 

non-officials representing different interests and communities attended the meeting. Speeches were delivered explaining 

the implicationed importance of the United Nations Flag Day. After the meeting, processions flying flags of the United 

States, Great Britain and Gooch Behar State passed through the important streets of the towns of the state'' 

The Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan had been appointed as Honorary Lieutenant of the 7th Light Cavalry 

with effect from the month of June, 1942.96 Lieutenant Maharaj Kumar lndrajitendra Narayan, who was attached to the 

C.I.H, proceeded on active service during the year 1942-43.97 His Excellency the Governor of Bengal and the Lady 

Mary Herbert visited Gooch Behar on the 4th January, 1942 and stayed for a week. On their return to Calcutta the 

Military Secretary to His Excellency sent the following message: " .... Everything went perfectly that the arrangements 

were magnificent and that they could not have enjoyed themselves more."" 
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Lt:Col. C. P. Hancock, Resident for the Eastern States, accompanied by Sir Henry Craik Bart, Political 

Adviser to His Excellency the Crown Representative and Mrs. Hancock, visited Gooch Behar on the 11th January, 

1943 and stayed for 5 days till the 15th January 1943. During his stay here the Resident inspected the Coach Behar 

Aerodome and the Military lines, went to Mathabhanga to witness demonstration by the Village Defence Parties." 

Lt. Col. K. F. W. Thomas, Military Adviser, Central India states Forces, Gwalior Residency, arrived at Gooch 

Behar on the 24th April, 1942 and spent a week in inspecting the state forces. While sending his Inspection Note he 

wrote as follows : "It was a very great honour and pleasure for me to meet His Highness, but a Ruler who takes such 

a keen interest in his army fills me with the greatest of all admiration."100 

At the crucial hour of the war, Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan himself joined the Indian Army (7th Light 

Cavalry) as an Honourary Lt. Colonel and acted as a liaison officer at headquarters 4th Corps, S.E.A.C. in Burma. 

While retuning from active service in Burma in 1945, General Messervy thanked him for his services and remarked, "I 

was delighted to have you at my head quarters, and very good work you did too."101 

The information concerning Gooch Behar State's war effort from the beginning of the war to the end of 

August, 1943, was furnished below:-

(a) Contributions towards War Purposes Fund- Rs. 80,000 by the state. 

(b) Contributions by the state towards various other funds such as Red Cross, Dunstan, Sailor's Fund, Lord Mayo's 

FUild and others : 

i) Indian Red Cross Society .... .. Rs. 10,000 

ii) St. John Ambulance ........ . Rs. 5,000 

iii) Dunstan's Association .......... . Rs. 5,000 

iv) Contribution for relief of the year raid victims in London and 

other places in England .. .. Rs. 5,000 

V) Lord Mayo's Relief Fund ...... .. Rs. 250 

VJ) Indian Soldier's Comfort Fund ......... Rs. 411/8/-

(c) War Investment by the state ......... Rs. 2,46,300/-

(d) Contributions and investments by officials and non-officials including jaigirdars, state servants, industrial concern 

and others: 

i) Darjeeling War Mela Fund ....... 

ii) St. John's Ambulance Association ........ 

Rs. 

Rs. 

100/-

1269/-
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iii) Public contributions .. 

iv) China Day collections 

Rs 

Rs 

Total Rs 

26,814/-

710/-

28,893/-

0 Presentation of 4 Prismatrc compnsmatic compasses to the chief ordance otfrce. Rowal P1ndi 

(e) Rs 20,000/- was spent out of Rs. 26,814/- mentioned under d) 3.) for purchases of Armoured carried named 

"Cooch Behar "102 

Not only this, the MaharaJa has also placed his personal service and the resources of the State at the disposal of 

the Crown 

(i) Increased expenditure was being incurred by the State on account of the Civil Defence Department on an 

average of Rs. 2000/- monthly for adopting measures on food grain control, A.R.P. rationing of petrol, control oftyres. 

(ii) Expenditure on account of Additional Police Force due to war situation is Rs . 11 5/- per mensem 

(iii) Expenses of cost of security of Railway lines had not yet been fixed. 

(iv) Specrally war propaganda rs being done by the state through the local fortnightly newspaper "Cooch Behar 

Darpan." 

(v} Rs. 5,00,051/- realised rn fete arranged at Woodlands Palace, Calcutta by Her Highness the Maharani Indira 

Devi was contributed to Lady Herbert's Bengal Women's War Purposes Fund. 

(vi) A Silver Trinket Fund has been opened by the local ladies and the Trinkets gathered valued approxrmately 

Rs. 600/-

(vii) The major portion of the woodlands palace has been made over to the mrlitary authorities for the purpose.103 

(viii) A sum of Rs. 10,000 for war ra id victims in England was granted.104 

I 
I 

The year 1942 is an eventful one in the annals of Indian history, for it witnessd a massrve movement known as 

the Quit lndra Movement. The movement did not erupt all of a sudden but 'was the inevitable outcome of the British policy 

of naked imperialsm followed since 1939 when India was involved unwillingly as a British partner in the World War II 

Gandhi was quick to understand the significance of the real intent of the British policy and the magnitude of the crisis 

posed by the impending Japanese aggression. Gandhiji therefore opined that the only way to extricate India out of the 

impasse was to launch the uncompromising straight fight against the British for the freedom of the country. Finally the 

Quite lndra resolution was passed by the Congress on August 8,1942 at itsA.I.C.C. meeting at Bombay. The Quit lndra 

movement had wrdespread impact and embraced not only British India but also the Indian States rn rts fold.105 

In the mist of the Second World War. the Quit lndra movement also penetrated 1nto the pnncely state of 

Cooch Behar and made a deep impact there. 106 As has already been noted, the Rulers of Cooch Behar State as 

tributary chrefs of the British Government had always been opposed to lndran freedom movement Maharaja 
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Jagaddipendranarayan followed in the footsteps of his predecessors in this regard. Naturally he introduced repressive 

measures to stem the tide of the Quit India movement so that it did not make any headway in the State. 107 

In a meeting of the National War Front held on the 1Oth July, 1942 at Lansdowne Hall in Gooch Behar town, 

the Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan delivered a speech on the imminent menace arising out of the proposed mass 

movement by the Congress. According to the Maharaja, the Congress was misleading the Indian people without 

realising the actual situation. Therefore, he cautioned the assembled people to keep their vigilant eyes so that the 

public opinion might not be misled.'08 

A public meeting was held on the 1oth August, 1945 in Gooch Behar town under the Presidency of His 

Highness the Maharaja. /twas largely attended by the elite of the town officials and non-officials. His Highness in his 

speech exhorted the citizens to close up their ranks and fight the prospective menace of mass civil disobedience 

suggested by the Congress, which must spell a disaster of the first magnitude109 Special Officer, Civil Defence 

Department visited interior sub-division of the state and appealed to the people aims and objects of the National War 

Front and impressed upon them not to be panicky, not to place any faith on the Congress propaganda for mass civil 

disobedience.110 

Notwithstanding this stern attitude adopted by the state authorities, the Quit India movement made a 

headway in the territory of Gooch Behar. It created great excitement in the mind of the students and youths who made 

posters and distributed them in Gooch Behar town in support of the movement. They were determined to express their 

solidarity with the Quit India movement."' The state police also became aware of this anti-Brttish activities and made 

raids into several houses of Gooch Behar town. The arrest of Ramen Bhattacharya, a student activitist by the police 

created unrest among the student community who called strike in the College in protest against this arrest and in 

support for the August movement. The police responded promptly and arrested the student activists and later expelled 

them from the state by issuing '24 Hours Notice' of banishment. Among those students who had been expelled were 

Sourin Bhattacharya, Arun Maitra, Vaidyanath Chakraborti, Mohit Gupta and others.'" 

Apart from this, during the Quit India movement, the Congress-activists coming from neighbouring districts 

organised the meetings in several places in the State of Gooch Behar. Prafulla Tripathy, the well-known Congress 

activist of Ja/paiguri held several meetings in Gooch Behar."' Keshab Chandra Dutta and Ani/ Chakraborty were 

arrested as soon as they entered Gooch Behar. Both the activists were jailed for one year and for three months 

respectively.'" The political activities as well as political organisations were declared unlawful in Gooch Behar State. 

Apart from such repressive measures adopted by the state authorities the prevailing political awareness among the 

Gooch Behar people was very low. All these factors stood in the way of organising any powerful political movement in 
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the princely state of Gooch Behar. The Quit India movement therefore remained mainly confined to the students 

community in the state.'" 

Towards the end of the World War II the military assualt on the students of the Victoria College of Gooch 

Behar snowballed into a powerful mass movement against the state authorities. On the 21st August, 1945 Coach 

Behar state military men under their officers Kumar Pumendu Narayan and Dinesh Chandra Chanda made an attack 

on the students of the Victoria College within the College Campus over a trifle incident and as a result of this, as many 

as 26 students were wounded and therefore, hospitalised."' Among them the condition of six students were very 

critical."' It should be noted that the whole students community and the residents of Coach Behar town launched a 

powerful agitation against this military outrage.'" The then underground and banned Communist party played a key 

role in organising the people's agitation, The Students' Struggle Committee and the Citizen's Committee were formed. 

They jointly raised the slogan demanding for the open trial and punishment of the guiltly military men and called a 

general strike in Gooch Behar town for the first time in the history of the state. This strike was a successful one. Under 

their initiative a largely attended mass meeting was held in Gooch Behar town, wherein the main speaker was 

Professor Durga Kinkar Bhattacharya who was.described in his speech the guilty military men as "pantered brutes 

of Gooch Behar State Force.""' when this military attack on the students happened, Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan 

stayed in Malay with the British army towards the close of the Second World War. The Maharani Indira Devi was also 

outside the state. 120 The military outrage had also created a strong agitation among the people, especially the 

students community of Bengal. Bengal Provincial Students Federation observed Gooch Behar day, called strikes in 

the colleges of Calcutta and held a large students gathering at the Wellington square in protest against the brutal 

military attack."' In the face of wide spread public agitation and protest the state authorities had been forced to 

constitute a Tribunal where the guilty military sergeants were tried and punished on various terms of period. Kumar 

Purnendy Narayan and other 105 guilty military men were jailed for various periods ofterms. 122 It was regarded as the 

first triumph of the mass agitation against the monarchy.'" This mass movement was ultimately converted in a 

movement of civil liberties thereby giving rise to various organisations, viz, the Civil Liberty Committee, Gooch Behar 

State Employees Association, Gooch Behar Bank Employees' Association which were politically dominated by the 

Communists. These organisations prepared the fertile ground for greater agitation in favour of democracy and merger 

in the princely state of Gooch Behar in the penultimate years."'/ 

Towards the close of the war it was clear that many things would not return the same as they were. The 

great changes were imminent and India was on the doorstep of a great transition. This was realised by the Maharaja 

Jagaddipendra Narayan while he said in his opening speech in the Legislative Council on the 7th March, 1945 : "Very 

nearly a year has rolled by since we met on the last occasion and the world has witnessed many radical changes in 

different parts of globe .... The war in Europe is also slowly drawing to an end before long the regenerative forces of 
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mankind will be diverted to the amelioration of the moral and material condition of the peoples of the world. In India we 

already see the signs of feverish activity for fostering the economic and industrial development of the country. The 

Indian States must also bestir themselves in this matter if they are not be left behind. Here in Gooch Behar many 

comprehensive and ambitious schemes are under consideration of my Government. "'25 

After the termination of World War II, the British imperialism was so weakened that it could no longer 

maintain the British Indian Empire. It was evident that India was on the verge of independence and unfortunately she 

was also to be partitioned. The British Prime Minister ClementAttlere 'officially announced on the 3rd June, 1947 the 

plan for the partition of the country into India and Pakistan which were to· be given immediately the status of a 

Dominion in the British Commonwealth of Nations and to advance the date of transfer of power to the 15th August 

1947. The Plan later to be known as the June 3rd plan was accepted by the major political parties of India."' 

But what would be the future relationship of the Indian States with the newly made two Dominions remained 

a baffling question. The Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan could realize the gravity of the situation which he referred to 

in his speech delivered in the opening of the annual sessions of the Legislative Council on the 26th June, 1947 as 

follows :"when we met last I expressed the hope that in the very near future India would be in a position to shape her 

own destinity and that the world of the years to come would be our liking. India will soon be divided and certain British 

Indian provinces will be sub-divided also. Rivalry between the divided parts of the country and of the provinces may be 

friendly or unfriendly and the position of the Indian States, especially those which are contiguous to both the Unions, 

whether they join one Union or the other or keep aloof from both, is not going to be as happy as it would have been if 

they had formed units of one mighty India." Nevertheless, the Maharaja expressed the hope that the constitutions of 

the two Unions would be framed wisely so that "the gulf between communities is bridged, rather than widened, and 

the Indian states are made to feel that they will, on joining one Union or the other, be respected members thereof and 

not submerged in the politically and economically more powerful provinces of British India.""' 

So Independence came to the sub-continent on the 15th August, 1947, and obviously it came at the cost of 

partition. As per the provisions of the Indian lndependenctAct, 1947 "two independent Dominions known as India and 

Pakistan emerged; the Indian states were free to accede to either of the two new Dominions, and the suzerainty of His 

Majesty over the Indian states lapsed, and with it, all treaties and agreements in force at the date of the passing of this 

Act, between His Majesty and the Rulers of Indian States'" Since Paramountcy was not transferred to the new 

Dominions, technically the States were independent on the 15th August, 194 7. As the Political Department would 

automatically close down with the lapse of Paramountcy, it was already decided to set up a State Department to deal 

with the vital question of the future of the princely states. The State Department came into being on the 27th June, 

1947 with Sardar Patel, who was Home Member in the Mountbatten Government, as Minister-in-Charge and V.P.Menon, 
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who was Constitutional Adviser to the Viceroy was to play a prominent role in securing the integration of the states 

with the Indian Union as the Secretary.'" It was proposed to ask for the accession of the states to the Union in 

respect of three subjects: defence, external affairs, communications which the Cabinet Mission Plan had assigned 

to the Centre. In the formulation and implemention of this policy, Patel, Nehru, Mountbatten and Menon played the 

most important parts. 130 

Meanwhile, towards the end of April, 1947 the representatives of the States began to take their seats in the 

ConstituentAssembly. The policy of the Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes, the Nawab of Bhopal, to maintain the 

isolation of the Princes failed to prevent them from making a realistic assessment of the situation.'" The representatives 

of Baroda, Cochin, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Bikaner, Patiala and Rewa had taken their place in the ConstituentAssembly by 

April, 194 7. 132 Gooch Behar sent its representative later to the Constituent Assembly."'' 

On the question of Gooch Behar's participation in the Constituent Assembly of India the Maharaja 

Jagaddipendra Narayan said on the 27th June, 194 7 in the Legislative Council that Gooch Behar would have Joined 

the Constituent Assembly of India in April, 1947, but certain difficulties arose from the fact that Gooch Behar and 

Sikkim had been grouped together for the purpose of selecting a representative. This difficulty had, on a reference to 

the President of the Constituent Assembly, been surmounted and Gooch Behar now in a position to select a 

representative alloted for the group even though Sikkim was still unwilling to join in the selection. Accordingly the 

Maharaja of Gooch Behar had decided that the state should join the ConstituentAssembly forthwith and had selected 

his Chief Minister Mr. Him mat Singh K. Maheshwari as the State's representative. He would be assisted in his task by 

an advisory committee of three members chosen from among the elected members of the Legislative Council. These 

three members who had been appointed by the Maharaja were Mr. S.C. Roy Singha Sarkar, Khan Choudhury Amanatulla 

Ahmed and Rai Sahib S. K. Bose Majumdar. The duty of the Advisory Committee was to keep the Maharaja's 

representative fully and constitutionally informed of the views and sentiments of the people of the state on the various 

questions coming up before the Constituent Assembly for decision.'" 

On the advice of V. P. Menon, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel issued a conciliatory statement on the 5th July, 

1947, making a fervent appeal to the Princes to respond to the calls of patriotism by subordinating their personal 

interests. He did not think that the Princes desired to utilise their freedom from Paramountcy in a manner which is 

injurious to the common interest of India'. He asked for their accession on the three subjects and assured them that 

it was not the desire of the Congress to 'interfere in any manner' with their domestic affairs.'" He pleaded for their 

"friendliness and co-operation in a joint endeavour, inspired by common allegiance to our motherland for the common 

good of us all." TheSardar appealed to the Princes to come to the Constituent Assembly as it was better to make 

laws sitting together as friends than to make treaties as aliens.' The Sardar's frankness and his appeal to their 
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patriotism made a profound impression on the minds of most of the princes, as a result of which, an overwhelming 

majority of them signed the Instrument of Accession and the Standstill Agreement. Sardar Patel was most generous 

in his appreciation of the Princes' co-operation and assured them that their rights and privileges would be fully 

protected.'" 

The Rulers met in a special session of the Chamber of Princes on the 25th July, 1947, where Lord Mountbatten 

addressed them for the last time in his capacity as Crown Representative. He told them that although they had been 

relieved from all their obligations to the Crown, there were certain "geographical compulsions which cannot be evaded." 

He advised the Rulers to accede to the appropriate Dominion with regard to three subjects and explained to the Rulers 

that they had nothing to lose by accepting these documents which reserved defence, external affairs and communications 

to the successor Governments as they had not dealt with these subjects before. He assured them that their accession 

on these three subjects would involve no financial liability and that in other matters there would be no encroachment 

on their sovereignty. Finally, he appealed to the Princes to join either Union before August 15, 194 7."6 

The Instrument of Accession was finalised on the 31st July, 1947 by which the Rulers acceded to the 

Dominion of India on three subjects: defence, external affairs and communications. It did not commit them 'in any 

way to acceptance of any future constitution of India.' This Instrument of Accession was meant for 140 Rulers who 

were members of the Chamber of Princes and had full powers in respect of internal affairs. Other two types of the 

Instruments of Accession were prescribed for smaller states and intermediary states in Kathiawar and Gujrat. The 

Instruments of Accession of all types were supplemented by Standstill Agreements which provided for the continuance 

for the time being of all subsisting agreements and administerial arrangements in matters of common interest (such 

as control of commodities, irrigation and electric power, opium, salt etc.)137 

So decisive was the impact of Sardar Patel's statement and the Viceroy Lord Mountbatten's address on the 

Rulers that even the most uncompromising ones among them began to realise that their duty lay, not in seeking 

isolation, but in integration of their motherland.'" As a result, all the states geographically contiguous to India, with 

the exception of Junagarh, Mangrol, Manavadar, Hyderabad and Kashmir, had signed the lnstrument_of Accession 

and the Standstill Agreement by August 15, 1947. Lord Mountbatten told the Constituent Assembly on the 15th 

August, 1947: "There is established a unified political structure.""' 

The Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan decided to join Indian Dominion even before the 15th August, 1947 

and conveyed his cordial greetings to SardarVallabhbhai Patel on the historic day of Indian Independence in a letter 

dated the 12th August, 1947.The Maharaja said, "on this great and historic day of Indian Independence, which you 

have contributed in no small measure to bring about, I send you, on my behalf and on behalf of the people of Coach 
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Behar, most cordial greetings." 

"The apprehensions of most Indian states, were, as you know, the natural outcome of the feeling that by 

sheer weight of populations the provinces may submerge and swamp them. The policy of fair play and sympathetic 

understanding which you have initiated towards the states is, if I may say so, a happy augury for the future of our 

country. The ready response that policy has evoked from a very large body of rulers is proof of its signal success." 

"The country surely needs peace and we all wish it to prosper and you can count upon my whole hearted 

co-operation and my very best wishes in the prosecution of any policy that you may think it necessary to adopt for the 

restoration of peace and for the eradication of poverty."'" 

In replying, Ballabhbhai Patel thanked the Maharaja of Coach Behar for his letter of greetings and good 

wishes in Independence Day. Sardar Patel told Maharaja that he was very satisfied 'with the good response which his 

appeal to the rulers of states to join the Indian Dominion had met and he himself had no doubt that, approached on the 

right way, the Princes would nobly respond to the country's cause.' Thanking again the Maharaja Jagaddipendra 

Narayan 'for so readily agreeing to accede to the Indian Dominion', Patel said that "Coach Behar State occupies a 

difficult position along with Assam and West Bengal, but I have no doubt that in concert and unity we shall be able to 

meet all eventualities.'''" 

In this connection, it may be noted that Maharani Gayatri Devi, the Princess of Coach Behar and second 

sister of Maharaja Jagaddipendra Narayan, wrote in her autobiography that "Ma (Maharani Indira Devi), I remember, 

had always told us that India's future lay in all the small kingdoms merging their identities into one strong nation. Even 

as children in Gooch Behar we had supported the idea of Independence. Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru had 

been school room heroes and we often shouted Congress slogans about a free and united lndia."142 
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