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CHAPTER-IV 

AMBEDKAR'S THOUGHT PROCESS - HIS VIEWS ON CASTE AND 

RELATED ISSUES. 

In this chapter an attempt is made to reach Dr. Ambedkar's thought 

process relating to his view on caste and other related issues. As a chief 

leader of down-trodden classes he tried to annihilate the caste from Hindu 

society. To him without annihilation of caste from Hindu society it is 

impossible to establish the casteless society or ideal society. His ideal society 

is based on liberty, equality and fraternity. His thought and process of 

movement evolved the annLl]ilation of caste from Hindu society. 

I. Dr. Ambedkar's Analysis of Caste 

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar reads a paper under entitle on "Caste in 

India : Their Mechanism, Genesis and Development" before Anthropological 

Seminar of Dr. A.A.Goldenweizer, the Columbia University, New York, USA, on 

9th May, 1916 for his Doctoral Degree. He described the caste system of 

Hindu society from the Anthropological point of view. He observed that the 

population of India is a mixture of Aryans, Dravidians, Mongolians and 

Sythians. All these came into India from various directions bearing various 

culture, norms and conventional system. They gradually settledown as 

peaceful neighbours. Through communication, mutual contact and sexual 

intercourse they evolved a common culture. Ethnically all people are 

heterogeneous. It is the unity of culture that is the basis of homogeneity. To 

him, caste has a religious flavour. He believed in intermarriage. To him, the 

superimposition of endogamy on exogamy means the creation of caste. He 

described four causes for disparity between men and women. These are: 

(a) burning the widow with her disease husband; 

(b) compulsory widowhood by which a women is not allowed to 

remarry; 

(c) imposing celibacy on the widower; 

(d) wedding him to a girl not get marriageable. 1 
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The four Varnas i.e. Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra is an 

imitation system made from Manusmriti by Manu. Inspite of differences 

among various V arnas yet there is a deep cultural unity. Caste is a parceling 

into bits of a larger cultural unit. There was only one caste and classes have 

become Castes through imitation and excommunication. 

The terms Brahmanism and Buddhism are functionally counteractive. 

In Brahmanism the idea of 'Karma' refers to ritual action, while in Buddhism 

it refers to ethical action. In Buddhism the 'Dharma' refers to the natural 

karmic law of ethical action and the Buddha's teachings and Buddha's social 

system based on democratic social system. Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was 

born on 14th April, 1891 in Mhow, Maharashtra. Dr. Ambedkar noticed that 

the Va.."Tla or caste system in the Hindu society is fully based on human 

inequality. To him, the Vedas, Smritis and Shastras etc. are the causes for the 

caste system in the Hindu society. Dr. Ambedkar found in Buddhism not only 

the mechanism to create a democratic social system, but also a mechanism to 

liberate individual's class as 'untouchables' and 'backward'. He wanted to 

establish a democratic social system based on liberty, equality and fraternity. 

He was in favour of humanistic Buddhism in lieu of monastic Buddhism. Dr. 

Ambedkar envisioned a just society. A just society is a democratic social 

system. Ajust society is based on liberty, equality and fraternity. To establish 

a just society there is a need for Sangha, not necessarily monastic, to make 

these principles a living reality. 

Indian society is fragmented into castes. Due to the movement of Dr. 

Ambedkar and other social reformers there has been change in the caste 

based Hindu society. In the Hindu society an inhuman treatment existed, 

which was malpractice by the caste Hindus. When Dr. Ambedkar was a boy of 

nine, he went to visit his father along with his brother Baloram. The work 

place of his father was far from the railway station, and no cart man was 

willing to take them on a bullock cart. They were hungry because they could 

not get pure water to drink. Due to untouchabilities, they were barred to get 

water from using public wells. This was the first worst experience of the 

system of his life. 

Then another worst experience of the caste system took place in 

Baroda when Dr. Ambedkar was appointed as the Military Secretary of the 
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Baroda state according to his promise. The King of Baroda Maharaja 

Gaik:ward could not manage any accommodation for his shelter because he 

was an untouchable. Dr. Ambedkar was highly educated. He found a quarter 

in a Parsi boarding house and assumed a Parsi name. At the work place, the 

Brahmin clerks and upper castes colleagues threw files him as a leper. He 

could not touch his colleagues because he belonged to Mahar caste. He was 

not allowed to take part in games in the club and he was only allowed to sit in 

the corner. No clear assignment was given to him, though he was not a 

Military Secretary. After few days the parsis discovered that he belonged to 

Mahar caste and he was threatened by the Parsis. The owner of the Parsi 

boarding house expelled him and he had to leave Baroda. The Driver of the 

Tanga was unwilling to take Dr. Ambedkar because he belonged to lower 

caste. 

The sacred temple of learning t.hat could not qualifY him draw 

drinking water from the utensil from which the caste professors were taking 

out water in the professors' common room. At the work place Dr. Ambedkar 

had to make his own arrangements for a separate earthen pot for drinking 

water. He was treated by his staff and peons as a leper. He was a member of 

the Viceroy's Executive Council in the pre-independence day. Dr. Ambedkar 

went with Viceroy and his wife to see the ancient architecture of a prominent 

temple in east India. The Viceroy and his wife were allowed to enter into the 

temple, but Dr. Ambedkar was debarred into the temple. On the plea that he 

was an untouchable. Like learned Ambedkar many people in contemporary 

India still suffer from this system of graded inequality. 

Understanding the origin, genesis and mechanism of caste in India is a 

very complex problem. Dr. Ambedkar attempted to link the many chains in 

the history of India in order to show how the caste system evolved. According 

to Dr. Ambedkar the main factor for the emergence of the untouchability in 

Hindus was the religious persecution of Buddhists, while other social 

psychological factors were secondary. The existence of caste in India is due to 

the notion of inequality imposed by religion, which gives rise to social and 

cultural practices. If these social and cultural practices would remove, then 

graded of inequality based on caste would be annihilated. This is a simple 

formulation of the quite complex issue of caste. 
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The smaller tribal societies or pre-imperial societies were not based on 

a graded system of inequality or caste. But there was class system. These 

societies often exhibited unethical and immoral aspects, like incast, 

alcoholism, war mongering, and savage practice of ritual sacrifice. According 

to Buddha, the happiness of human and society lies in ethics and not in 

rituals. Dr. Ambedkar understood the Buddha's awakening under the bodhi 

tree was a true revolution. This revolution began as a religious revolution. It is 

a social and political revolution. The Buddhist world view has emerged during 

the· empire of Ashoka based on liberty, equality and fraternity. This is the 

universal message of Buddha on people without castes, creed, religions etc. 

The priestly class was given the equal punishment and treatment as that of 

the common people. He did not persecute the Brahamins, yet the Brahmins 

lost their social prestige as the majority of the people abandoned the animals' 

sacrifices that the Brahmans officiated. The rule of law was established 

during the reign of Ashoka. 

Dr. B.R.Ambedkar in his book 'Revolution and Counter revolution in 

Ancient India' described that after the establishment of the rule of law, the 

Brahmins lived as a down trodden classes for the nearly 140 years of the 

Mauryan Empire. Pushyamitra Sunga of the Samvedi Brahman clan tried to 

destroy Buddhism as the state religion and he fought against Buddhism to 

establish the Brahmin rulers of India with political power of the state behinds 

it throuth murdering Ashoka's grandson, Emperor Brahadratha, in 185 B.C. 

Pushyamitra launched the violent movement against the Buddhism. Thus, 

under the Sunga Dynasty the counterrevolution began against Buddhism has 

emerged. During Sunga Dynasty various Brahmanical text books were written 

for counter Buddhism. According to Dr. B.R.Ambedkar, the Manu Smriti, the 

Bhagavad Gita, Shankaracha:rya's Vedanta, the Mahabharata, the Ramayana 

and the Puranas are all post-Mauryan texts which serve as sources of 

inequality. To him, the 'Broken men' were defeated tribal groups of ancient 

India. The primitive societies were breaking up and transformed into the 

langer settled societies of imperial India. The 'Broken men' had no education 

and economic development etc. The cow eating is the main source of 

untouchables. There is a struggle between Buddhism and Brahmanism for 

supremacy. The cow eating politics of present day India has its roots in the 

counterrevolution of the Brahmans against the Buddhists. The Muslim 
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invaders killed Buddhist monks. This is the main cause of the destroy of the 

Buddhism. According to Dr. Ambedkar, religion based on propaganda, if 

propaganda fails, religion must disappear. Without priestly class religion must 

disappear. To him, the Buddhist Bikkhu Sanga would be taken the 

responsibility to spread the Buddhism. 

During the Medieval and colonial periods there existed the struggle 

against the Brahmanism the Saint-poets like Kabir, Nanadnar, Chokamela 

and Tukaram came front from untouchable castes or backward classes and 

reflect 'Buddhist' sentiments. Their teaching is marked with anti-caste and 

anti-Brahmanistic ideas. They emphasised in their poems the liberty, equality 

and fraternity. They hatred the caste based Hindu society. According to them, 

caste based Hindu is responsible for inequality and degradation of 

women. Ambedkar's life and mission was to annihilate caste and create a 

new society based on liberty, equality and fraternity. He wanted to bring 

structural change in Indian Society. In the preface The Buddha and His 

Dhamma', Dr. Ambedkar speaks of the purpose of the Dhamma as a creation 

of Dhamma Rajya, an ideal society based on liberty, equality and fraternity. 

Dr. Ambedkar was trying to revive the original ideas of Buddha's 

reconstruction of the world. He called this vision as Narayana or New 

Buddhism which is a universal model applicable to all societies. The caste 

system is no different from the social division between slaves and slave 

owners in ancient Greek and Roman society 

Both in theoretically and practically the caste system is complicated 

one. Practically, it is an institution that portends tremendous consequences. 

It is our national problem and matter of Hindu social order. Manu's Hindus 

law prohibited inter-dining, intermarriage and physically touching. Indian 

caste problem would become a world problem. Theoretically, the caste has 

defmed by the great scholars like Mr. Senart, Mr. Nesfield, Sir H. Risley, Dr. 

Ketkar and so on. Dr. Ambedkar has pointed on the four scholars and their 

definition of caste. 

Mr. Senart defmes a caste as "a close corporation, in theo:ry at any rate 

rigorously hereditary : equipped with a certain traditional and independent 

organization, including a chief and a council, meeting on occasion in 

assemblies of more or less plena:ry authority and joining together at certain 
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festivals : bound together by common occupations, which relate more 

particularly to marriage and to food and to questions of ceremonial pollution, 

and ruling its members by the exercise of jurisdiction, the extent of which 

varies, but which succed in making the authority of the community more felt 

by the sanction of certain penalties and, above all, by final irrevocable 

exclusion from the group" 

Mr. Nesfield defines a caste as "classes of the community which 

disowns any connection with any other class and can neither intermarry not 

eat nor drink with any but persons of their own community" 

According to Sir H. Risley, "a caste may be defmed as a collection of 

families or groups of families bearing a common name which usually denotes 

or is associated with specific occupation, claiming common descent from a 

mythical ancestor, human or divine, professing to follow the same 

professional callings and are regarded by those who are competent to give an 

opinion as forming a single homogeneous community". 

Dr. Kethar defines caste as "a social group having two characteristics: 

(i) membership is confined to those who are born of members and includes all 

persons so born; (ii) the members are forbidden by an inexorable social law to 

marry outside the group". 2 

According to Ambedkar, they have failed to explain the central point in 

the mechanism of the Caste system. They have explained the caste as an 

isoiated unit by itself. They could not define the caste as a group within 

system. In view of Ambedkar, Mr. Senart defined the caste system as an "idea 

of pollution". The purity and impurity denotes the high and low castes. 

A priestly class is found from Mr. Senart's definition of caste. The "idea 

of pollution" is associates with the caste system by which every Caste has a 

religious flavour. The priest and purity are closed associates with caste 

system. Therefore, it may rightly observe that the caste system in India is 

associated with religious flavour. Regarding Mr. Nesfteld, Ambedkar asserted 

that Nesfield has the 'idea of messing and thought that its absence is the 

cause of caste'. Ambedkar asserted that the absence of a 'general messing 

system' is a natural result of the 'caste mechanism' that is exclusiVeness, but 

not the cause of it. Mr. Nesfield prohibited the intermarry and and inter

dining or drinking among various communities. In this way, he has given a 



- 142 -~ 

religious injunction. Therefore, Caste system is closely associated with 

religious issues. Sir H. Risley defined as same as Mr. Senart and Nesfield. Dr. 

Ketkar defined that the caste members are born in a same caste and all 

members of the caste are bound to obey the social law. There was strtckly 

restriction regarding the marriage. The caste members are bound to many 

within caste, not outside the group Dr. Ketkar proposed 'prohibition' of 

intermarriage and membership by the rule of endogamy i.e. Autogeny as the 

two basic tenets of caste. To Ketkar, if intermarriage is prohibited, naturally 

result would be to limit membership of those born within the group. Indian 

Hindu law proposes regarding the endogamy marriage system, not exogamy 

marriage. The rule of endogamy marriage is great responsible for the caste 

mechanisms. 

According to Manu's Hindu law, to marry outside one's group, class or 

Varna is a 'sin' against the 'Divine will'. Dr. Ambedkar observes that it is 

difficult to check the exogamous tendencies of the people. The exogamy is a 

creed. According to Dr. Ambedkar, the superposition of endogamy on exogamy 

means the creation of caste. Endogamous marriage is a foreign type in nature 

and Indian people borrowed this term. Exogamous marriages are purely 

Indian marriage system. For this reason the Varna system has emerged. 

The surplus woman and surplus man are the causes of disparity 

among various castes or vamas. The caste disparity may be finished through 

intermarriage. The husband may die before the wife and create a surplus 

woman and she will violate the endogamy of the group. On the other hand, 

the wife may die before the husband and create a surplus man and he will 

marry outside the caste and will break the endogamy. In this way, both 

surplus man and surplus woman may be solved the caste problem. Bum with 

he; husband on the funeral pyre is rather an impracticable way of solving the 

problem of sex disparity. The surplus woman may marry outside the caste 

and she will violate endogamy or she may many with the same caste and she 

can gain brides in the caste. The surplus woman create no problem of 

remarriage either inside or the outside the caste. The compulsory widowhood 

is superior than burning with her deceased husband. The surplus man is 

more much problem than the surplus woman. He may create the problem in a 

caste. 
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According to Dr. Ambedkar, the 'Sati' or the burning of the widow on 

the funeral pyre of her deceased husband, enforced widow hood by which a 

widow is not allowed to remarry and girl marriage, these are Brahmanical 

customs that were primarily intended to solve the problem of the surplus man 

and surplus women, but these are social law to maintain the endogamy 

marriage. To solve the problem the exogamous marriage is essential. To him, 

endogamy is the only basic tenets of caste, it should abolish by establishing 

exogamous marriage. According to Ambedkar, this system is the cause of 

endogamous marriage. To him, "Origin of Caste I mean the Origin of the 

Mechanism for Endogamy."3 

The four classes i.e. Brahmins or the priestly class, the Kshatriya or 

military class, the Vaishya or the merchant class and the Shudra or the 

artisan and menial class were a social division. The endogamy or the closed

door system of the Hindu society has created the self-enclosed unit called 

castes. The open-door system or exogamy social system of the Hindu society 

was strictly prohibited for the down-trodden classes by the Hindu social law. 

The caste is related to religious because Indian caste system is regulated by 

the various Hindu religious books such as Vedias, Smriti, Bhagawat Gita, 

Puranas, Upanishad, Ramayana and Mahabharata etc. To Ambedkar, the 

various communities believe in caste such as the Hindus, Mohammedans, 

Jews, Cristians and Parsis. According to Dr. Ambedkar, "the caste in the 

singular number is an unreality. Caste exist only in the plural number" 4 

According to Ambedkar, Dr. Ketkar is correct when he insists that "All 

the Princes whether they belonged to the so-called Aryan race, or the so-called 

Dravidian race, were Aryans. Whether a tribe or a family was racially Aryan or 

Dravidian was a question which never troubled the people of India, until 

foreign scholars come in and began to draw the line. The colour of the skin 

had long ceased to be a matter of importance"5 

There are occupational and religious castes in India. It is true that 

Caste rests on belief, and the caste system is a social institution. Dr. 

Ambedkar's study of caste problem involves four main points, namely, (i) That 

in spite of the composite make-up of the Hindu population, there is a deep 

cultural unity; ti) That caste is a parcelling into bits of a larger cultural unit; 
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iii) that there was one caste to start with and iv) that classes have become 

castes through imitation and excommunication. 6 

According to Dr. Ambedkar, sub-division of a society is a natural 

phenomenon and these groups became caste through ex-communication and 

imitation. To him, caste is not based on division of labour. It is a division of 

labourer. 

According to Western Scholars, the various castes in India formed on 

the basis of occupation, survivals of tribal organisations, the rise of new belief, 

cross-breeding and migration. Dr. Ambedkar supported to Western Scholars 

and said that the professors of the Vedas have failed to explain the original 

formation of the caste. 

From the the Western theory relating to 'Shudras Versus Aryans' Dr. 

A.mbedkar summarised are as under : 

l. The Vedas do not know any such race as the Aryan race. 

There is no evidence in the Vedas of any invasion of India by the 

~.1\p;an race and its having conquered the Dasas and Dasyus 

supposed to be natives of India. 

There is no evidence to show that the distinction between Aryans, 

Dasas and Dasyus was a racial distinction. 

4. The Vedas do not support the contention that the Aryan was 

different in colour from the Dasas and Dasyus. 7 

Ambedkar in his work "Who Were the Shudra. How They Came to 

be the Fourth Varna in the Indo-A:rya Society" pointed out and his concept of 

Shudra summerised by himself are as under : 

(i) The Shudras were one of the Aryan communities of the Solar race. 

(ii) The Shudras ranked as the Kshatriya Varna in the Indo-Aryan 

Society. 

(iii) There was a time when the Aryan Society recognised only three 

Varnas, namely, Brahmins, Kshatriyas and Vaishyas. The 

Shudras were not a separate Varna but a part of the Kshatriya 

Varna. 
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(iv) There was a continuous feud between the Shudra Kings and the 

Brahmins, in which the Brahmins were subjected to many 

tyrannies and indignities. 

i) As a result of the hatred towards the Shudras due to their 

tyrannies and oppressions, the Brahmins refused to invest the 

Shudras with the sacred thread. 

ii) Owing to the loss of the sacred thread the Shudras became 

socially degraded, fell below the rank of the Vaishyas and came to 

fonn the fourth Varna. 8 

The rishis of the Yajur Veda and the Atharva Veda wished glory to the 

Shudras. Sudas was a Shudra by caste and he was the composer of the 

hymns of the Rig Veda. The Satapatha Brahmana treats the Shudra as a 

sacriftcer. The Maitrayani and Kathaka Samhitas speak that the Shudras 

being rich and wealthy. The Mahabharata speaks Shudra as a Minister of 

kings. There are two groups of Kshatriya Varna. The first is called 'Lunar 

Lineage' and the second is called 'Solar Lineage'. The Kshatriyas of'Solar race' 

were more intellegence than the Kshatriyas of the 'Lunar Lineage' The 

Brahmins believed that the Kshatriyas of the 'Solar races' were their enemies. 

The King Sudas belonged to the Kshatriya Varna of the 'Solar Lineage'. After a 

long conflict and war between the 'Brahmins' and the 'Solar Lineage', the 

Solar Lineage became degraded. 

II. Dr. Ambedkar's Views on Annhilation of Caste 

Dr. Ambedkar prepared his speech under the title "Annihilation of 

Caste" for the 1936 Annual Conference of the Jat-Pat-Tadak Mandai of Lahore 

but not delivered because owing to the cancellation of the Conference by the 

Reception Committee on the ground that the views expressed in the Speech 

would be unbearable to the Conference. The Jat-Pat-Todak Mandai is a high 

caste Hindu organisation. Dr. Ambedkar was invited to play as a President of 

the Conference. It was an illegal, according to Shastric injunction in selecting 

the President. According to the Shastras the Brahmin is appointed to be the 

Guru for the Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras. (Varnanam Brahmana 

Guru). Ramdas, a Brahmin saint ofMaharashtra, Dasbodh is a socio-politico

religious work of Ramdas, he said that Antyaja would not be our Guru. The 

King Shivaji was inspired to establish a Hindu Raj. Ambedkar belong to an 
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Antyaja Caste. Why he was invited to act as a President of the conference. 

Some high caste Hindus were dissatisfied for selection of President in the 

conference. 

Dr. Ambedkar wanted to abolish the Sati, caste system, widowhood 

and girl marriage from the Hindu society. He thought that social reforms were 

necessary than political reforms. The European scholars propounded that 

man is an economic creature and property is the source of power. Economic 

system is base on society. They propounded the socio-economic equality. 

According to Dr. Ambedkar, the religion is the base of society. To him, 

religious and social reform is essential than economic reform. The religion is 

the source of power. In India the priest are superior than masses and 

frequently the religion is more powerful than Distrtct Administration. He 

believed in religious reform through peaceful mean. 

According to Dr. Ambedkar. the caste system is not merely division of 

labour. It is also a division of labourers. There is need division of labour in 

civilised society. But it is difficult to divide the civilised society on the basis of 

speculation. The caste system is hierarchical in nature. The establishment of 

industrial institutiondoes not means social reforms. 

Indian caste system is a mixture of all races in all parts of the world. 

Mr. D.R. Bhandarkar in his paper entitled on "Foreign Elements in the Hindu 

Population" has pointed out that the Indian caste system is an admixture of 

alien blood not only among warrior classes but also among the Brahmins. It is 

not right to say the caste has emerged to preventing the admixture of races or 

as a means of maintaining purity of blood. The caste system carne into being 

long after the different races of India had commingled in blood and culture. 

Annihilation of Caste means abolition of caste system from the Hindu 

society. According to Dr. Arnbedkar, the reformers among the high-caste 

Hindus were enlightened and emphasised to abolish the enforced widow

hood, child marriage and other superstitions, but they did not emphasised on 

abolition of caste system and 'Shastras'. To him, the political revolution does 

not mean the abolition of social and religious reforms. The freedom fighters 

were unable to abolish the caste system which is still an evil for society. He 

asserts that caste is not based on division of labour. It is division of labourers. 

To him, caste is a hannful institution. To establish a new social order which is 
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based on liberty, equality and fraternity, the caste is a great hindrance to 

social solidarity. DL Ambedkar wanted to establish a casteless society or ideal 

society in consonance with the Principles of democracy. 

To him, to establish a just society or ideal or casteless society it is 

essential to do inter-caste marriage and inter dining relationship among 

various castes. According to him, the 'Shastras' is the root cause of 

maintaining castes. He therefore suggested, "Make every man and woman free 

from the thralldom of the 'Shastras', cleanse their minds of the pernicious 

notions founded on the 'Shastras', and he or she will inter dine and 

intermarry".9 Dr. Ambedkar's ideal or just society or casteless society must 

be based on reason and not on atrocious traditions of caste system. 

Dr. Ambedkar was the father of Indian Constitution. He wanted to 

establish an ideal society or 'casteless society' and this society is based upon 

the principle of justice. To him, the ideal society sould be based on liberty, 

equality and fraternity. To establish the casteless society, the annihilation of 

caste or Varna and religious notions should be abolished. All persons would 

possess the human rights equally without caste, creed, religion etc. The 

Hindu 'Shastras' such as Upanishad should be changed. To annihilate caste, 

the fundamental notions of life and Hindu social order should be changed. 

The various caste and sub-castes should be changed. The religious notion of 

Hindus 'Shastras' should be abolished. To annihilate the caste system the 

reservation system with constitutional safeguard is essential for downtrodden 

classes. All men and women should be treated equally. Dr. Ambedkar 

renounced the Hinduism and embraced Buddhism because the Hindu religion 

believes in Chaturvarnas and in Buddhism there is no place for Chaturvarna. 

Dr. Ambedkar emphasised on the abolition or religion and he was the 

protagonist . of n~ligious freedom. To him, for annihilatioin of caste it is 

essential to religious reform. The religious reform is possible in the following 

manners: 

i) Hindu religious books such as Vedas, Shastras and Puranas which are 

treated as sacred and authoritative should be abolished. There should 

be only one Hindu religion standard book acceptable to all Hindu and 

recognised by all Hindus. 
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ii) The priesthood among Hindus should be abolished. Those who passed 

an examination prescribed by the state they would be treated as priest. 

The priesthood would not be granted as hereditiary. It should be 

provided by state law. 

iii) No ceremony performed by a priest who does not hold a sanad shall be 

deemed to be valid in law and it should be made penel for a person who 

has no sanad to officiate as a priest. 

iv) The priest should be a government seiVant and subjects. 

v) The number of priests should be limited by according to the 

requirements ofthe State as it done in the case of the LC.S. 10 

Inter caste mar1iage should be adopted, The exogamous marriage 

should be established in place of endogamous marriage. 

vii} Inter-dining system should be established for all Vamas. 

viii) Equal opportunities and equal treatment should be provided without 

caste, religion, creed etc. 

ix) Liberty is essential for all, to annihilate the caste system from Hindu 

society. The liberty such as social, political, economic, right to free 

movement, right to life, right to property etc. should be provided to all 

\:vithout caste, creed, religion etc. 

x) Fraternity is necessary among various forms ofVamas. There should be 

varied and free points of contact with other modes of association. It is 

primarily a mode of associating living. 

xi) Mental ability and faculty should be increased among the down-trodden 

classes through an elaborate scheme of education. 

xii} ReseiVed seats should be provided to the down-trodden classes in 

legislative assembly and Government seiVices for their upliftment 

through Constitutional safeguard. 

xiii) Ideal religion should be based on liberty, equality and fraternity. For 

this reason, the fundamental notions of life and values of life should be 

complete changed. It means a complete change in outlook and in 

attitude towards men and things. The old system must be dying before a 

new system and a new existence and a new life would be born. 
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Ambedkar suggested to his followers that you must discard the 

authority of the Shastras and destroy the religion of the Shastras. 

xiv) The priestly class must be brought under control by the legislation. 

Brahmanism must be killed to held kill the caste. Brahmanism is the 

poison which has spoiled Hinduism. 

xv) The Hindus hold to the sacredness of the social order. The caste of India 

is based on divine in origin. The sacredness and divinity should be 

destroyed from the caste system. The Brahmins are the authority of the 

Shastras and the Vedas. The authority of the Hindu religion should be 

destroyed. 

xvi) The Hindu religion believes that the Brahmins are intellectual class. 

The Hindus thought that the Brahmins are Bhudevas (God on earth). 

V arnanam Brahmana Guru : This concept of Brahmin religion should 

be abolished. 

xvii) Manu has laid down three sanctions i.e. Veda. Smriti or Sadachar. A 

man must be followed these sanctions. He cannot follow enything else. 

The concept of "Veda : Smrit : Sadachar : Saswa cho Priyamathan :" -

should be abolish from the Hindu religion. 

xviii) The Smritis have commanded the Hindus in unmistakable terms not to 

follow even Gods in their good deeds, if they are contray to Smriti, 

Shruti and Sadachar. 11 Ambedkar advised to his followers to use the 

dynamite against the Vedas and the Shastras and you must destroy the 

Religion of the Strutis and the Smritis. 

xix) The distributive justice should be established in Hindu society based on 

liberty, aquality and fraternity. Dr. Ambedkar advised to his fellowers 

that "you must take the stand that Buddha took, you must take the 

stand which Guru Nanak took. You must not only discard the Shastras, 

you must deny their authority, as did Buddha and Nanak."12 

Dr. Ambedkar was alleged by the Mahatma Gandhi as an enemy of the 

Hindu society. The Mahatma enclosed his comment in his paper under the 

title "Hartjan". In reply to the Mahatma, Dr. Ambedkar has pointed out his 

ideas relating to the annihilation of Caste from the Hindu society. Following 
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are the ways to annihilation of caste made by Dr. Ambedkar in replied to the 

Mahatma Gandhi. 

i) The caste has mined the Hindus. 

ii) The reorganisation of the Hindu society on the basis of Chaturvarna is 

impossible because the Varnavyavastha is like a leaky pot or like a 

man running at the nose. 

iii) The reorganisation of the Hindu society on the basis of Chaturvarna is 

impossible because it is harmful for messes. It recognises the degrade 

the masses, deny equal opportunity and recognises the Smriti Shastras 

based on Divine origin. 

The Hindu society must be recognised on a religion basis which would 

recognised the principles ofliberty, Equality and Fratemity. 

order to achieve the object the sense of religious sanctity behind 

Caste and Varna must be destroyed. 

vi} The sanctity of the Caste and Varna can be destroyed only by 

discarding the. divine authority of the Shastras. 1~1 

III. Dr. Ambedkar's Views on Origin of the Untouchables 

The Indian village consists of castes. The population of Indian village is 

di'vided into two sections i.e. Touchables and Untouchables. The Touchables 

community form major community and Untouchables community form a 

minor community. The Touchables community lived inside the village and 

Untouchables lived outside the village. In socio-economically, the Touchables 

community are strong and powerful community in the society. The 

Untouchables are poor, weak, uneducated and socio-economic backward 

classes. They are dependent on other community. The Touchables are ruling 

race while the Untouchables occupy the social position as labour race. 

There was a. social code of conduct made by the Touchables Hindus to 

impose over the Untouchables and the Untouchables were bound to obey the 

code of conduct. This code lays down the acts of ommission and commissions 

which the Touchables treat as offences. These are: 

i) The Untouchables must live outside the village in a separate 

quaters from the habitation of the high caste Hindus. 
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ii) The quaters of the Untouchables must be located towards the 

South because the South is the most inauspicious of the four 

directions. 

iii) The Untouchables must observe the rule of distance pollution or 

shadow of pollution from the high caste Hindus. 

iv) To acquire wealth, education, chanting the Vedas etc. are offences 

for a members of the Untouchable community. 

v) To build a house with tiled roof by the Untouchables is an offence. 

vi) Wearing clean dresses, wear shoes, gold ornaments is an offence 

for the untouchables. 

To give high sounding to the Untouchables children is an offence 

for the members of the Untouchable community. 

viii) To sit on a chair in the presence of a Hindu is an offence for a 

member of the Untouchables community. 

ix) To ride on a horse or a palanquin through the village is an offence 

for a member of the Untouchable community. 

x) To take the procession through the village path by the 

Untouchables is an offence for the Untouchable community. 

xi) Not to salute to a high caste Hindus by the Untouchables is an 

offence for the member of the Untouchable community. 

xii} To read the Vedas or other Hindus Snniti Shastras by the 

Untouchables is an offence for the members of the Untouchable 

community. 

xiii) To read the Sanskrit by the Untouchables is an offence for the 

member of the Untouchable community. 

xiv) Walking in the middle path by the Untouchables is an offence for 

the members of the Untouchable community. 

xv) Come into the village on a sacred day of the Untouchables is an 

offence for the members of the Untouchable community. 

xvi) Wearing silver and gold ornaments by the Untouchables is an 

offence for the members of the Untouchable community. 
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There was code of conduct relating to the duties and works for the 

Untouchables made by the high caste Hindus. The code required members of 

the Untouchables community to perform for the Touchables. These are : 

i) A member of an Untouchables community must carry the messege 

such as death or marriage of the high caste community for their 

relatives from one village to another village. 

U) During the marriage ceremony of a high caste community an 

Untouchable must work at the house of a caste Hindu. 

iii) An Untouchable must accompany with a high caste Hindu girl 

when she is going from her parent's house to husband's house. 

Duling the Holi or Dasara festivals a member of the Untouchables 

community must perform as a menial act for high caste Hindus. 

On certain festival the Untouchables community must supply 

their women to the high caste Hindus for indecent fun. 

vi) The Untouchables must perform their duties without 

remuneration. Every Hindu in the village thought themselves as 

intellegence and highmindech:less than the Untouchables. 

Some unjust practices used on the Untouchables. These are as follows : 

i} Harijan had no libert:Y in the selection of clothes to wear. They 

must follow old-pattern dress for wear. They had no personal 

tastes and desires in the choice of dress. 

ii) They had no choice in the selection of food materials at wedding 

feast. 

iii) They were not allowed accommodation in public vehicles. 

iv) On the religious occasion they could not participate with 

procession of their idols except through specified routes. 

v) They were not allowed to take water from wells and temples. 

vi) The dwellings of the Chandals and Shwapakas was outside the 

village in a separate quaters from the high caste Hindus. Their 

wealth shall be dogs and donkeys. 
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vii) Their dress was the gannents of the dead body. They ate their food 

from broken dishes. Black iron was their ornaments. 

viii) The Untouchables were not allwoed to perform the sacrifices. 

ix) At night the Untouchables were not allowed to walk in villages and 

towns. 

x) It was recommended by Manu that the Untouchables must carry 

the dead body who have no relatives. 

xi) It was recommended by Manu that if a member of the Chandals or 

other low caste intentionally defiles by his touch the Untouchables 

shall be put to death by the high caste Hindus. 

xii) Manu in his Manusrnriti x. 24 says that "A Brahmin sh::~ll never 

beg from a Shudra, property for (performing} a sacrifice i.e. for 

religious purposes" 

xiii} In Manu Smriti viii. 272 says that "If a Shudra arrogantly 

presumes to preach religion to Brahmins, the King shall have 

poured burning oil in his mouth and ears" 14 

xiv) The Brahmin can never a slave, but the members of the three 

Varnas i.e. Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra can become as slaves. 

A Shudra could be the slave of the four varnas, a Vaishya of any 

master of the Brahmin, Kshatriya and Vaishya, but not a Shudra 

master, a Kshatriya could be a slave of a Brahmin, Kshatriya but 

not a Vaishya and Shudra master. A Brahmin could not make a 

slave from the same caste. A Kshatriya, Vaishya or Shudra 

occastionally do the work as slave for a man of the same caste but 

a Brahmin should of a slave. 

xv) For the first marriage of the Brahmin men are bound to many 

from same caste but there was no caste restriction of the Brahmin 

for remarriage. 

xvi} It was declared by Manu that a Shudra woman alone can be the 

wife of a Shudra. 

:xvii) If a twice man marry from his own caste and from other lower 

castes the status, honour must be settled according to the order of 
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the V ama. The equal caste wife should be treated as equally and 

the lower caste wives shoul be treated as the social rank. 

xviii) The Brahmin should not be treatd the Kshatriya, V aishya and 

Shudra as a guest. 

The Hindu Shastras says that the Untouchables should live outside the 

village. For instance, the Hindu Law giver Manu says that the dwelling of the 

Chandalas and the Shvapakas shall be outside the village, they must be 

made Apapatras and their wealth (shall be) dogs and donkeys". Dr. Ambedkar 

raised question in his work "Untouchables: Who Were They and \Vhy They 

Became Untouchables?" that why do the Untouchables live outside the 

village? The Shastras says that the Untouchables should stay outside the 

village. Those are declared Untouchables should not be allowed to live inside 

the village, they should live outside the village. Originaly, the Untouchables 

lived inside the village. When the stigma declared that they should not be 

lived inside the village, then all the Untouchables left the inside of village they 

lived outside the village. It was difficult to work to transfer the Untouchables 

from inside the village to outside the village. There is no sovereign Emperor to 

perform this task. Therefore, those who declared as Untouchables they lived 

outside the village from the very beginning and atter declaration themselves 

as Untouchables they continued to live outside the village. This is 

considerable possibility. 

To Dr. Ambedkar, the Primitive Society consisted of nomadic 

communities while Modem Society consists of settled communities. The 

Primitive Society consisted of tribal communities based on blood relationship. 

Modem Society consists of local communities based on territorial affiliation. 

All tribes did not take settled life at same times. Some became settled and 

some remained nomadic. The settled tribes were the owner of the cattle, land 

corns etc. There was always conflict and war between the settled tribes and 

nomadic people about the stealing cattle, stealing women and stealing grazing 

of cattle etc. The nomadic found it is more profitable their fight against the 

settled tribles. The settled tribes were ploughmen. They failed to prevent 

themselves against the attack of nomadic. There was always war among the 

settled tribes and nomadic. From the defeated groups a floating population 

consistings of groups of broken tribemen has emerged. After a long bargaining 
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the problems between settled tribes and Broken Men solved that the Broken 

Men agreed to do the work of watch and ward for the Settled tribes and the 

Settled tribes agreed to give them food and shelter. Literally they were 

interdependent to each other. The question raised relating to dwelling place. 

Where were the Broken Men to live? In the midst of the settled community or 

outside the Settled community? According to primitive notions only persons of 

the same blood could live together. An alien could not be admitted inside the 

area occupied by the homestreads belonging to the tribe. The Broken men 

were alien. They could not live inside the village or along with Settled tribes. 

From the strategic point of view it was decided that the Broken Men should be 

lived outside the village. The settled tribe founded village and formed the 

village communtty and Broken were bound to live outside the village. For this 

reason the Broken Men were live outside the village. 

The words Antya, Antyaja and Antyavasin are used in the name of 

Untouchables by the Hindu Shastras. They are derivative from the root of 

Antya. According to the 'Divine Creation' of the Hindu social order the Antya 

means the end of the creation and who is born last. In Hindu Shastras the 

word Antya means an Untouchables. According to Hindu Shastras the Shudra 

is born last. The Untouchable is outside the scheme of creation. The Shudra 

is Savarna and Untouchable is Avarna i.e. outside the Varna system. 

According to Dr. Ambedkar, the word Antya means not 'end' of the 'Divine' 

Creation', but 'end' of the 'Hindu village-system'. There was a time when some 

people lived inside the village and some lived outside the village. Those who 

lived outside the village i.e. on the 'Antya' of the village were called 'Antyaja' or 

'Antyavasin' 

The Untouchables were 'Broken Men' belonged to the Mahar 

community'. The Mahar community is a principal Untouchable community in 

Maharashtra. The Mahars are Untouchable community in every village of the 

Maharashtra. Every village in Maharashtra was a wall and they had separate 

quaters outside the wall. They were appointed as watch and ward on behalf of 

the village. The Mahars claimed 52 rights against the Hindu villages. The 

most important rights are : 

(i) The right to collect food from the villagers ; 

(ii) The rtght to collect corn from each villager at the harvest season; and 
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(iii) The right to appropriate the dead animal belonging to the villagers. 15 

According to Mr. Stanley Rice, the Untouchables are non- Aryans, non

Dravidian aboriginals. They were conquered and subjugated by the 

Dravidians. He said that the India was invaded two times. At first India was 

invaded by the Dravidians. They conquered the non-Dravidian aborigines. 

They were ancestors of the Untouchables. The Dravidians made them 

Untouchables. The second time India was invaded by the Aryans. The Aryans 

conquered the Dravidians. The Aryans conquered the Dravidians and made 

them Shudras. To Dr. Ambedkar, the theory of Mr. Stanley Rice is too 

mechanical speculation and too simple to explain a complicated set of fact 

relating to the origin of the Shudras and the Untouchables. 

According to Mr. Stanley Rice, the origin of Untouchability is to be 

found in the unclean and filthy occupations of the Untouchables. To 

Ambedkar, unclean and filthy occupations not only perform by the 

Untouchables but are common to all human societies. In Chapter-V of Narada 

Smriti says that the sages offered five sorts of attendants. Among these four 

are sorts of labourers. The spres are fifth categories. The four labourers are 

student, and apprentice, a hired servant, and an official. They are dependent 

and their position and income depends on their particular caste and 

occupations. There are two sorts of occupations i.e. pure work and impure 

work. The impure work is done by the slaves and pure work is done by the 

labourers. Sweeping the gateway, the privy, the rood and the place for 

rubbish, putting away the leaving of food, odour and urine etc. are impure 

works and these works should be performed by the slaves. 

Therefore, an Aryan could be a slave of an Aryan. A Kshatriya could be 

a slave and the Vaishya could be a slave. Even Brahman was not immune 

from the law of slavery. Yajnavalkya Smriti says that "183 (2) Slavery is in the 

descending order of the Varnas and not in the ascending order" 16
• According 

to this law, a Brahmin could have a Brahmin, Kshatriya, V aishya and a 

Shudra as his slave. A Kshatriya could have a Kshatriya, Vaishya, and 

Shudra as his slave. A Vaishya could have a Vaishya and Shudra as his slave. 

A Shudra could have a Shudra as his slave. If a Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, 

and Shudra were slaves, they did the work of a scavenger. They would do 

scavenging in their respective house and other houses. 
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The Census Report of 1910 divided the Hindus under three separate 

categories, namely, (i) Hindus, (ii) Animists and Tribal, and (iii) the Depressed 

Classes or Untouchables. The Census Commissioner (1910) pointed out that 

those who were not hundred percent Hindus were included castes and tribes. 

Who were not hundred percent Hindus? 

According to Census Commissioner of 1910 they were included. 

(i) Deny the supremacy of the Brahmins. 

(ii) Do not receive the Mantra from a Brahmin or other recognised 

Hindu Guru. 

(iii) Deny the authority of the Vedas. 

{iv) Do not worship the Hindu Gods. 

(v} i\rt not served by good Brahmins as family priests. 

(vi) Have no Brahmin priests of all. 

vii) .l\re denied access to the interior of the Hindu temples. 

viii) Cause population (a) by touch, or (b) within a certain distance. 

ix) Burry their dead. 

x) Eat beef and do no reverence to the cow. 17 

The Census Commissioner divided Hindus from the Animists and the 

tribaL There is no evidence that the majority of Hindu were Buddhists. There 

existed hated against the Buddhists by the mind of the Hindus 

feeling was created by the Brahmins. 

On the basis of food habits, the Hindu society divided into three classes 

i.e. (i) vegetarians, {ii) those who eat flesh but do not eat cow's flesh, and (iii) 

those who eat flesh including cow's flesh. On the basis of these classification 

the Hindu society is divided into three classes i.e. Brahmin, Non-Brahmin and 

Untouchables. 
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The term Antyavasin occurs in the Smriti known as Madhyamangiras 

and the Antyajas in the Atri Smriti and Veda Vyas as under : 

Antyavasin Antyaja 
Madbyamangiras Atri Veda Vyas 

L Chandala l. Nata L Chandala 

2. Shvapaka 2. Meda 2. Shvapaka 

3. Kshatta 3. Bhilla 3. Nata 

4. Suta 4. Rajaka 4. Meda 

5. Vaidehika 5. Channakar 5. Bhilla 

6. Magadha 6. Buruda 6. Raj aka 

7. Ayogava 7. Kayavarta 7. Chamakar 

8. Virat 

9. Dasa 

10. Bhatt 

11. Kolika 

12. Pushkar. lS 

It is quite clear that Chandala and Shvapaka fall in both the categories 

of Antyavasin and Antyaja according to Madyamangiras and Veda Vyas 

respectively, but according to Atri they are not. According to Atri Buruda, 

Kayavarta and Antyajas are Antyajas, but according to Veda Vyas they are not 

belong to Antyajas. Again, according to Veda Vyas, Virat, Dasas, Bhatt. Kolika 

and Pushkar are Antyaja but according to Atri they are not. Who were 

Antyavasin? Were they Untouchables? The term Antyavasin is used into two 

senses. In first sense, it was used to a Brahmachari living in the house of the 

Guru during his studentship.Here, the Antyavasin is a Brahmachari. The 

term Antyavasin did not meant Untouchability. In the second sense, the term 

Antyavasin is used as a group of people. According to Vasistha Dharma Sutra 

(18.3) the Antyavasin are the offspring of a Shudra father and Vaishya 

mother. But according to Manusmriti (V.39) they are the offspring of a 

Chandala father and a Nishad mother. According to Mitakshara they are a 

sub-group of the Antyajas. The Antyavasin were not different from the 

Antajas. The pollution by the touch of the Chandala was introduced by the 
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Brahmin only. The pollution was probably observed on ceremonial occassion 

only. 

The 'Broken Men' were Buddhists and they have no any respect on the 

Brahmins. The Brahmins also disliked to the 'Broken Men' because they were 

Buddhists and they hated by the Brahmins. In this way the 'Broken Men' 

became as Untouchables. The 'Broken Men' treated as Untouchables. 

IV. 'Who Were the Mabars?' 

The Mahars were Kshatriya by caste and they becan1e Untouchables. 

This information is found from Dr. Ambedkar's paper entitled on "The Mahars 

: Who Were They and How They Became the Untouchables." According to Mr. 

Wilson, the term 'Maharashtra' derived from the word 'Mahar' and 

Maharashtra meant the country belonging to the Mahars. Similarly the 

'Gujarashtra' is the country Gujars and 'Saurashtra' is the country of 

'SauraJ. The term 'Mahar' meant community. In Bombay Presidency there 

are three principal communities namely (a) The Mahars, (b) The Shambhars 

and {c) The Mangs. They were untouchables. Manu mentioned that the 

Chambhas are specifically Untouchables Community. Manu does not 

mentioned the Mangs community. Therefore, the author of the Manusmriti 

did not found the Mangs. The Buddhist literature mentioned the term Mangs 

by the name of Matangas as separate community. Manusmriti and the 

Buddhist literature did not mention the term 'Mahars' as a community. 

According to Risely, the Marathas were not Aryans. An objection was 

that the Marathas were Aryans. In ancient times, Maharashtra was called 

'Ariake' on the ground that the Aryans formed the predominent population 

and also because in the Kamataka the Maratha is still called 'Arer Maled' (The 

Aryan man). There are conflict and contradiction between Brahmins and 

Kshatriyas on the basis of whether the Marathas were Kshatrtyas or not. The 

Mahars belonged to Rajput that meant they belonged to Kshatriyas class. The 

Mahars were appropriating the 'Kuls' of the Rajput class. There was a 

tradition that the Mahars belonged to 'Somavansh Gotras' which is one of the 

two branches of the Kshatrtyas. Some Brahmins recognised that the last 

Maratha King of Satara, namely Pratap Singh was not belonging to Kshatriyas 

class. One -group of Brahmin recognised that the 'Bhonsale Kul' was one of 

the 96 Kuls of the Rajputs, the Rajputs were recognised as Kshatriya. The 
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Mahars were one of the 96 Kuls of the Rajput. Therefore, Pratap Singh must 

be recognised as Kshatriyas class. The Mahars were not aboriginals. 

The Mahars used the term 'Johar' as a word of Salutation. The 

meaning of the 'Johar' in Sanskrit form is 'Yoddhar'. In ancient Vedic period 

the Brahmins said 'Namaskar' and the Kshatriyas said 'Yoddhar' as a word of 

salute. The Mangs used the word 'Furman' which seems to be a corruption of 

the word 'Farman' meaning 'command' The Chambers used the word 

'Duffarao'. There are similarities between the Mahars and Kshatrtyas on the 

basis of their use of the word 'Joddhar' as a salutation. At one time the 

Marathas used the term 'Johar' as a salutaion. The King Shivaji used the term 

'Johar' as the word of salutaion and in his letters to Maloji Ghorpade used 

term \Johar'. After Shivaji's rule the lMarathas began to used 'Ram Ram' in 

place \Johar' as a word of salutaion. The term 'Johar' is indicative of the 

status of a Kshatrtya. 

During Ashoka period, t.here were four classes. i.e. the Brahmins, 

Kshatriyas, the Vaishya and the Shudras. All ate cow's meat. The village 

people ate slaughtered meat and those who were living outside the village ate 

the flesh of the dead cow. Every villages was covered by the walls. According 

to Dr. Bandarkar, the word Mahar is a corruption of the word Mrut Ahar

those who live on dead meat. The Mahars were also called Parwart. During the 

period of East India Company, the Mahars were very largely employed in the 

company's army as soldiers and officers. By name of their caste they were 

designated as Parwarts. The term Parwaris meant was corruption. The term 

Parwart was a composite term but Mahars was also a composite term. Dr. 

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was a Parwart. 

The Mahar Regiment was an infantry Regiment of the Indian Army. 

Yash Siddhi was the motto of the Mahar Regiment. Decorations of the Mahar 

Regiment were as follows: 

1 Param Vir Chakra 

1 Ashoka Chakra 

4 Maha Vir Chakra 

29 Vir Chakra 

11 Kirti Chakra 
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12 Shaurya Chakra 

22 Vishisht Seva Medals, and 

63 Sena Medals. 

The Mahars were recruited by the Marathi King Shivaji as scouts and 

fort guards in his army. They were recruited by the British East India 

Company. The father of Dr. Ambedkar Ramji Maloji Sakpal was a soldier in 

the British Indian Army. In the July 1941, Dr. Ambedkar was appointed to 

the Defence Advisory Committee of the Viceroy's Executive CounciL 

V. Mahad Satyagraha Movement 

Dr. Ambedkar delivered at the Satyagraha Conference at Mahad 

(District Kolba) held on the 25th December, 1927. This Conference was held 

based on the banner of equality. This may be likened to the National 

Assembly in France convened in l 789. To help the untouchable related to 

civic rights and taking water from the Chawdar Tank, primary education, 

hostel facilities etc. the Mahad of Kolba District started movement through 

non-violent and constitutional method. Dr. Ambedkar and the upper Hindu 

classes represented in the conference to assuring the Depressed Classes. 

Under the auspices of the Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha a meeting of the 

depressed classes was held on 4th July, 1927 at the Cowasji Jehangir Hall, 

Bombay city in the evening of July 3 to protect against the hardships inflicted 

on the Untouchables of Mahad in Kolba District. Dr Ambedkar presided over 

the meeting for right to using water from Chawdar Tank. To him, inter-caste 

dining and inter-caste marriage should be established. The stigma of 

Untouchable should be destroyed on the process of the abolition of caste 

system through reconstruction of society on the basis of equality. The 

'Shashtras' and 'Smritles' should be abolished. Dr. Ambedkar burnt the 

Manusmriti of Manu. He burnt the Manusmritl on the ground that the 

Manusmriti of Manu is the culprit of the Hindu society because it divided the 

Hindu society into four Varnas i.e. Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra. 

The Manusmriti of Manu is responsible for hierarchical system of the Hindu 

society. Dr. Ambedkar in an interview with T.V.Parvate in 1938, said "The 

Bonfire of Manusmriti was quite international. We made a bonfire of it 
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because we view it as a symbol of injustice under which we have been 

crushed across centuries" .19 - Dr. B.R.Ambedkar. 

He argued that the Chawdar Tank is not a private in nature. He takes 

the water and drinks iL The Chawdar Tank is not only for upper caste, it is 

for all of classes without any discrimination like castes, religions, creeds, 

languages, etc. In 1926, 5th September an all caste dinner was held under 

the auspices of the Samaj-Samata-Sangh (Social-Equality League) in the 

Damodar Thakersey Hall, Parel. Nearabout 150 persons attended in the 

dinner from various classes. Out of 150 persons the 50 Untouchable persons 

attended the Dinner. 

To establish the civic right of the untouchables the members of the 

conference decided to take water from Chawder Tank. 

The Satyagraha movement started based on anti-caste, anti-slavery 

and anti-priest. The movement was non-violent and in Constitutional method. 

Dr. Ambedkar demanded the civic rights for his people. It was well known by 

him that the untouchable is dangerous than disease. The conference of the 

Untouchables led by Dr. Ambedkar was under the banner of equality. 

The socio-economic, religious, civic education, etc achievement were 

the aims of the conference. The Untouchables were debarred is services in 

army. police, public offices, trades by the caste Hindus. 

The aim of the movement was not only to abolish to disparity but also 

was remove man made barriers of caste providing equal opportunities without 

caste, creed, religion etc. The movement stood for strength and solidarity 

based on liberty, equality and fraternity. To him, Manusmriti of Manu is 

responsible for social division of Hindu society. It is a symbol of inequality. All 

Hindus should be considered as only one Varna. Social division of Hindu 

society based on four Varna should be abolished. To him, Brahminism based 

on birth should be abolished from Hindu society. 

The Editor and Vice-President of the Brahman-Brahmanetar Mr. D.V. 

Naik welcome the quest from all Varnas to participate the inter-caste dinner 

to abolish the caste barriers that separated and disintegrated the Indian 

nation specially on Hindu society. Through free intercourse and interdining 

the evils of the caste system would be destroyed and a new society based on 
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liberty, equality and fraternity would be developed. The Editor of the Sandesh 

Mr. A.B.Kolhatkar whole heartedly supported to eradicate the socio-economic, 

religious and caste disparities from Hindu society. Mr. V.B.Karnik, the 

Secretary' of the Bombay Maharashtra Youth Mandai drew attention to abolish 

the caste system and Mandai encouraged the Untouchables to establish 

intercourse, intercaste dining and inter caste marriages. 

The summary of the Mahad Satyagraha movement are revealed as 

under: 

(i} To provide civic rights to Untouchables as enjoyed by the upper 

caste Hindus. 

(ii) To provide right to take water for drink from public water 

resources. 

(iii) It was anti-caste, anti-slavery and anti-priest movement. 

(iv) To establish inter-caste marriage, inter-caste dining and 

intercourse relationship among various castes. 

(v) The movement was truly non-violent and in constitutional 

method. 

(vi) To establish caste system from Hindu society and establish a 

casteless society based on the banner of equality, liberty and 

fraternity. 

To destroy all the religious books such as Upanishad, Vedas, 

Manusmrttis, Bhagvat Gita, Shankarychruya's Vedanta, the 

Mahabharata, Ramayana, Puranas etc. Only one religious book 

should be adopted for all vamas. 

(viii) To achieve socio-economic, political, religious rights of the 

Untouchables. 

(ix) The priests would be elected through an elaborate scheme of 

competitive examination such as LC.S., but not hereditary. 

{x} Deny superiority of Brahmanism expressed through the burnt of 

Manusmriti. 

(xi) Equal treatment to the Untouchables with upper caste Hindus. 
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(xii) The members of the Mahad Satyagraha decided to provide the 

primary education and hostels facilities belonging to the 

Untouchables Classes. 

(:x:iii) To provide "equal human rights to all". 

VI. Kalaram Temple Entry Satyagraha Movement 

The Depressed Classes at Nasik had formed a Satyagraha Committee 

and its Secretary was Bhaurao Gaikwad. In 1930, March 2, in the morning at 

ten, a conference was held under the Presidentship of Dr. Ambedkar for 

launching the 'Satyagraha' movement for entry into the Kalaram Temple. To 

him, the entry in the Temple would not solve the whole problem. The problem 

down-trodden classes is comprehensive. It is political, social, religious, 

economic, educational etc. This Satyagraha movement is the efforts for 

bringing a change of heart among the high Caste Hindus. He appealed to high 

caste Hindu as "man must be treated as man; he must be given humanitarian 

rights; human dignity should be established". 2° For these purposes Dr. 

Arnbedkar launched the entry movement into the Kalaram at Nasik through 

Satyagraha and non-violence method. The Satyagrahis were divided into two 

processions. 

It was the biggest procession in the history of Nasik. The procession of 

the Satyagrahis came up to the eastern gate of the temple. The Magistrate, 

police superintendent and other higher officials were on duty at the temple. 

All gates of the temple were closed barricaded for Untouchables. The gates of 

the temple were opened for Caste Hindus. It was decided that strong men 

from Caste Hindus and the Untouchables should draw the chariot. 

Thousands of people assembled near the main gate of the temple. Dr. 

Ambedkar and his comrades stood near the gate. There was free fighting 

between the high Caste Hindus and the Untouchables all over the city. Some 

of them were (both the groups} injured. In this situation, the Untouchables 

students were strictly prohibited for entry into schools. The roads were closed 

for them. Dr. Moonje and Dr. Kurtakoti, the Shankaracharya were trying to 

reach a settlement. 

Dr. Ambedkar demanded to Inspector Karnik who was the Police 

Officer on duty at the Kala Ram Temple. He had demanded upon two things 

viz. (a} The Untouchables will participate in dragging the Rath (Carriage of the 
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God Ram) alongwith the high caste Hindus (touchables), (b) The Untouchables 

will offer puja to the Idol in the Rath. The Rath was brought out to the temple 

gate by the high Caste Hindus (touchables). The high Caste Hindus hold the 

rope of the Rath so close to another that there was no place for the down

trodden classes to join with the procession of Rath. The fight was started by 

the high Caste Hindu police. Dr. Ambedkar was dissatisfied with the policy of 

the high Caste Hindus police and the role of the District Magistrate in 

connection with the Satyagraha of the Untouchables. 

On June 17th, 1931, Calicut, Dr. Ambedkar adviced to Trichur people 

that "Win Freedom by your own Effort". 21 He suggested that the organisation 

of the Temple Entry Satyagraha at Trichur should not take the help of the 

Congress in their campaign. Dr. Ambedkar has expressed his views on this 

subject in his book "What Congress and Gandhi have done to the 

Untouchables" that Mr. Gandhi did not taken any steps for removal of 

Untouchability. Mr. Gandhi was inactive during the Satyagrahis movement of 

Untouchables. The main object of the Satyagrahis movement was to establish 

to rights to take water from public wells and to enter public temples. 

Thousands of men and women from the Untouchables took part in the Mahad 

Satyagraha movement at Chawdar Tank, Kolaba District of the Bombay 

Presidency and the Kala Ram Temple Satyagraha movement at Nasik District 

of the Bombay Presidency. Both men and women of the Untouchables were 

insulted and beaten by the Hindus. Mr. Gandhi did not give his support to the 

Satyagraha. Mr. Gandhi started Newspaper by name the 'Harijan' on 11th 

February 1933, to propagate the cause ofthe Untouchables. On this ocassion, 

Dr. Ambedkar stated that out-caste is a by-product of the caste system. To 

him, nothing can emancipate the outcastes except the destruction of caste 

system. According to Dr. Ambedkar, "The Harijan Sevak Sangh is not likely to 

advance the cause of the abolition of Untouchability. The Sangh is merely a 

wing of the Congress. "22 

Practically, "All Hindus and all animals including dogs are admitted, 

only Untouchables are not admitted"23 • The Hindu religion does not recognise 

the principles of equality of social status. To entere into the temple is not 

enough to solve the problems of the untouchables, there is needed to change 

the stigma of Hindu society. Mr. Mahatrua is of the view that the Chaturvama 
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and caste system of Hindu society is an integral part of Hinduism. To him, 

there is no superiority and inferiority in the Hinduism. Dr. Ambedkar felt that 

the socio-economic and political consciousness among Untouchables is 

essential to improve their miserable conditions. The Kala RamTemple 

movement would make them equal members with caste Hindus. The motto of 

the movement as under : 

{i) To provide humanitarian right to the Untouchables. 

(ii) Right to worship should be provided to the Untouchables. 

{iii) Right to chanting hymns of Vedas and singing bhajan should be 

provided to the down-trodden classes. 

(iv) God or idolatry is not oPJy for upper caste but also for all 

without birth place. 

(v) To provide their rights to take water from public water courses. 

(vi) To treat equal members and an integral part of the Hindu 

society. 

VII. Poona Pact and Depressed Classes 

In order to re-examine and revise the Government of India Act 1919, 

the British Government appointed a Royal Commission under the 

Chairmanship of Sir John Simon which is popularly known as Simon 

Commission in 1928. It was the Indian Statutory Commission. The Simon 

Commission came in India and landed at Bombay on February 3, 1928 for re~ 

examine the Government India Act 1919. The Congress Party decided to 

boycott the Simon Commission treated as disparity Commission of the British 

Government. The Congress Party raised the slogan "Go back, Simon". The 

Congress welcomed with black flags. In May 1928, under the Presidentship of 

Pandit Motilal Nehru a committee was appointed to draft a Swarqj 

Constitution for India. The Nehru Committee worked from June to August 

1928 and drafted a Constitution. The Nehnt Committee did not made any 

special provision for the representation of the Depressed Classes in the 

Legislatures. The Congress Working Committee invited to all prominent 

Muslim, Parsi, Christian, Sikh, Anglo-Indian organisation and Non-Brahmin 

and the Dravida Mahajana Sabha, but did not invited to the Depressed 

Classes Institute led by Dr. B.R.Ambedkru·. The 18th Depressed Class 
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Association gives evidence before the Simon Commission. 16th of them 

demanded for Separate Electorates for the Depressed Classes. The Bahishkrit 

Hitakarini Sabha demanded the joint Electorate and Dr. Ambedkar strongly 

emphasised on Separate Electorate with reservation of seats for the Depressed 

Classes. The Madras Central Adi-Dravida Mahajan Sabha demanded 

nomination for the Depressed Classes. The Bombay provincial Non-Brahmin 

party also demanded the Separate Electorate and also the reserved seats for 

the Depressed Classes. The Muslim League demanded the separation of Sind, 

creation of a new province in the N.W.F., separate electorate for Muslims. Mr. 

Major Atlee, the British Labour leader and later became the Prime Minister of 

Britain was the member of the Simon Commission. The Provincial Committees 

were appointed by the Bombay Legislative Council to co-operate with the 

Simon Commission after hearing both official and non-official evidence 

relating to the Constitutional problem, submitted later their report on May 

1929. Dr. Ambedkar opposed to the separation of Karnataka from the Bombay 

Presidency on the plea that the principle of one language one province is too 

large to be given effect to in practice. To him, Hindus, Mohammedans or 

Sindhis and Kanarese etc. are Indians first and Indians last. 

According to Dr. Ambedkar, the different people in Europe had been 

living in a common Government without any demanding the separate 

electorate. In Albania, the Mohammedans form a large majority and in 

Yogoslavia and Russia they form a large majority. In these countries they do 

not have any types of demands for separate electorate. They have no separate 

electorate. Dr. Ambedkar strongly protested against the separate electorates 

for Muslims. He had submitted a separate report before the Simon 

Commission. The recommendation as summary as under : 

There should be no separation of Kamataka or Sind from the Bombay 

Presidency. There shall be no communal representation in the executive. 

There should be joint responsibility in the executive. The executive should be 

presided over by a Prime Minister and not by the Governor. The Governor 

should have the position of a constitutional head. He should have no 

emergency powers. The adult franchise should be given for all communities 

without castes, creeds, religions, languages, etc. The executive body should be 

elected. Whole castes system of the Hindu society and all Communal 

electorate should be abolished. In his recommendation he pointed out that 
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the reserved seats should be provided for Mohamedans, Depressed Classes 

and Anglo-Indians. The legislature should consist of 140 members. The 

Mohamedans should have 33 and the Depressed Classes should have 15 

seats only. There should be no second chamber in the province. The 

Legislature should have the power of appointing and removing the president. 

The Legislature should have the power to move "a motion of no confidence". 

There should be complete Provincial Autonomy. The division between Cultural 

Government and Provincial Government should be reconsidered on the basis 

of power and control. There should be a distinct Provincial Civil Service and 

Secretary of State as a recruiting agency. Indianisation of Services should be 

more rapid Indianisation should accompanied by a different scale of salary 

and allowances. 

To discuss the future political Constitution of India the Government 

decided to hold Round Table Conference at London. It was necessary to 

Constitutional safeguards for the Depressed Classes. For consultation for 

future political Constitution Dr. Ambedkar and other Depressed Classes leaders 

were invited in fue Conference. Accordingly the All India Depressed Classes Congre._.;;s was 

convened at Nagpur under the Presidentship of Dr. B.RAmbedkar on 8th and 9th August 

1930. Ambedkar thro\Vll his voice on 8th August 1930 in the context of 

British Imperialsim and he strongly emphasised the safeguards and 

guarantees to the down-trodden classes in the proposed Constitution of India. 

The Round Table Conference consisted of eighty-nine members. Out of 

them members were represented from British Political parties. 53 Indian 

Members the delegation representing various interest except the non-

cooperating Congress and 20 of the Indian States. 

The Hindu members those who participated the Round Table 

Conference including Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, M.R.Jayankar, Sir Chimanlal 

Setalvad, Srinivas Sastri and C.Y.Chintamani. The Muslim representatives 

were H.H.Aga Khan, Sir Mohammed Shafi, Mohamed Ali Jinnah and Fazlul 

Huq. Mr. Sardar Ujjal Singh represented the Sikhs. Dr. B.S.Moonje 

represented the Hindu Mahasabha, K.T.Paul represented the Indian 

Christians, Rulers of Alwar, Baroda, Bikaner, Kashmir, Patiala and Sir Akbar 

Hydari, Sir C.P.Ramaswamy Aiyar, Sir Mirza Ismail represented the Indian 

States. Dr. B.R.Ambedkar and Rao Bahadur Srinivasan represented the 
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Depressed Classes. Dr. Ambedkar was invited to the Round Table Conference 

through the Viceroy on 6 September 1930. Ramsay MacDonald was 

unanimously elected as Chairman of the Round Table Conference. Dr. 

Ambedkar's goal was the preparation of the Declaration of Fundamental 

Rights, safeguarding the cultural, religious and economic rights of the 

Depressed Classes. Dr. Ambedkar prepared a scheme entitled on "A Scheme 

of Political Safeguards for the Protection of the Depressed Classes in the 

Future Constitution of a Self-Governing India." 24 The King George V formally 

inaugurated the Indian Round Table Conference on the 12th November 1930. 

Dr. B.RAmbedkar and Dewan Bahadur R. Srinivasan thrown their voice that 

the Untouchables should be treated as separate element from the Hindus.To 

him, Untouchability should be abolished from the Hindu society. He 

demanded equal citizenship without castes, creeds, religions, languages etc. 

The fundamental rights are for all people. The Depressed Classes should be 

equal entitled. to the full and equal enjoyment of the accommodation 

advantages, facilities, educational opportunities, rights to entre inn, rivers, 

stream, wells, tanks, roads, paths, streets, air and water, theatre, and other 

places of public resort or amusement except for such conditions and 

limitations applicable alike to all subjects of every race, class, caste, colour or 

creed. Adequate representation should be provided in legislature to the 

Depressed Classes. The separate electorates will be lasted for the ten years 

and then join electorates and reserved seats shall be enjoyed by the 

Depressed Classes. Nearabout two thosuand volunteers had collected and 

they shouted with slogan of "Dr Ambedkar Ki Jai" and "Long live Dr. 

Ambedkar". 25 

On 12 November 1930, His Majesty King George the 5th formally 

inaugurated the Indian Round Table Conference. The work of the conference 

was right to Indians to be consulted in framing the constitution of their 

country. It was important incident from the view of the Indians and it was 

landmark for Untouchables in India. The work of the Conference was divided 

into nine committees. One of these committees was called Minorities 

Committee. Its main task was to solve the communal problems. British Prime 

Minister Mr. Ramsay McDonald himself was the Chairman of the conference. 

The Indian National Congress did participate in the conference. That was the 

historical root of the conflict between the Congress or Caste Hindu and down-
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trodden classes. The two Scheduled Caste leaders namely Dr. B.R.Ambedkar 

and Dewan Bahadur R. Srinivasan participated the conference. Their task 

was to formulate the safeguard for the Untouchables classes. Dro Ambedkar 

submitted a memorandum to the Minorities Committees of the Round Table 

Conference. He designed a controversial scheme of political safeguard for the 

exterior classes proposed to be constituted in the future constitution of a 

independent or self-goveming India. The proposals that were proposed by Dr. 

B.R.Ambedkar are as given below. 

1. Equal citizenship for the Depressed Classes : 

The Depressed Classes should be treated as equally with the Caste 

Hindu. The exterior classes must be made free citizens entitled to all the 

rights of citizenship as enjoyed by other citizens of the state. All people of the 

state of India without caste, creeds, religions, languages are equal before the 

law and equal civic rights. The hierarchical caste system must be abolished. 

2. Equal Rights : 

The Depressed Classes should be given the equal rights entitled to all 

the rights of citizenship as enjoyed by the Caste Hindus. Equality before law 

and equal protection of law must be adopted. 

3. Protection Against Discrimination : 

The Depressed Classes would be enjoyed to enter in the Civil and 

Military Services, educational institutions, privileges in Inns, rivers, streams, 

wells, tanks, roads, paths, streets, air and water, theatres, hotel, and other 

public places except some conditions relating to race, caste, class, colour or 

creed. The discrimination based on castes should be abolished from 

hierarchical based on our Hindu society. 

4. Representaion in the Legislatures: 

The down-trodden classes must be given adequate political 

empowerment to influence legislative and executive action for the purpose of 

securing their welfare. Dr. Ambedkar demanded in his memorandum as 

follows: 

a} Right to sufficient representation in the legislature of the country 

both in Provincial and Central. 
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b) Right to elect their own men as their representatives. 

i) by adult sufrage, and by 

ii) separate electorate for the first ten years, and thereafter be joint 

electorates with reserved seats. 

5. Adequate representation in the services: 

Dr. Ambedkar emphasised in his memorandum to establish a Public 

Service Commission in all provinces. . The aims and objectives of the 

commission were -

a) To undertake the recruitment and control of the Public Services. 

b} To maintain adequate representation of all communities in Public 

Services. 

_;Redressal against prejudicial action or neglect of interests : 

According to Ambedkar, the majority Rule of the future -will be 

ru.le of the orthodox Caste Hindus. It will not be suitable for the Depressed 

Classes. 

The Depressed Classes should be provided adequate representatives in 

legislatures for express their grivances. It will be constitutional recognised 

of the future constitution in India. For each province or in for India the 

legislature or the executive or any other political authority should be 

established by law the special provision for Depressed Classes. The adequate 

provision for education, sanitation, recruitment in public services and other 

matters of social and political advancement of the Depressed Classes 

recognised in institution of India. The Depressed Classes should have the 

means of redressal. The probability of prejudice to their interests and neglect 

of their vital needs cannot be overlooked. For violation the provisions of the 

Depressed Classes they should have approach to the Governor General in 

Council. 

7. Special Departmental Care: 

The Depressed Classes are hopeless, the helpless and sapless and they 

have no right the equal status or equal treatment- like the Caste Hindus. 

Their economic condition is very poor. They are a class of landless labourers. 

To protect themselves and, for the upliftment of them the Government should 
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take the special departmental care. For the purpose of watching the interests 

of the Depressed Classes and promoting thier welfare the future Constitution 

of India shall be created the special Department. The Government of India 

should create the welfare department for the upliftment of the down-trodden 

classes. The Minister will be the incharge of the welfare departmenC The 

welfare bureau and the responsible Minister of the Depressed Classes would 

be responsible for the development of themselves. 

8. Fair representation according to their population in the Cabinet: 

The down-trodden classes should have the power to influence the 

governmental action by reservation of seats in the legislature. The Depressed 

Classes should have the opportunity to frame the general policy of the 

govemment. The reservation of seats for down-trodden classes in Cabinet is 

necessary. The claim was that there should be given provision for 

representation and fixed proportions of seats. The number of seats should be 

reserved for a minority community according to their proportion to the 

population. 

Joint electorates were proposed with the provision that a proportion of 

seats should be reserved to communities. The separate electorates should be 

given to the Depressed Classes to secure the democratic form of Govemment. 

In the first Round Table Conference it was agreed that the Untouchables were 

entitled to be recognised as a separate element in the political life of India. 

In the Second Round Table Conference the Indian National Congress 

had participated with full representation. The Second Round Table 

Conference was held on 15th September, 1931. The Maharaja of Baroda Mr. 

Gaekward, Dr. B.S.Moonje, Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 

and Mrs, Sarojini Naidu, the Nawab of Bhopal, the Chancellor of the Chamber 

of Princes were presented the Second Round Table Conference. The meeting of 

the Federal Structure Committee was held on 17 September, 1931. The main 

issue was the election of members of the Federal Legislature. Mr. Gandhi was 

making his plans to bypass the Untouchables and to close the Communal 

Problems by bringing about a settlement between the Hindus, the Muslims 

and the Silms. 

Dr. Ambedkar favoured direct election of British Indian representatives 

of the Lower House and indirect election to the Upper House by the Provincial 
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Legislature. Dr. Ambedkar was against giving special representation to land

owners, trade and commerce, because these people are able to take care of 

themselves. The labour classes or down-trodden classes are unable to take 

care of themselves. The Central Govemment should care to take 

responsibilities of the Depressed Classes. 26 

9. Special Representation 

The special representation for the Depressed Classes submitted to the 

R.T.C. by Dr. Bhimrao R. Ambedkar and Rao Bahadur R. Srinivasan. The 

special representation in provincial legislatures are : 

i) In Bengal, Central Provinces, Assam, Bihar and Orissa, Punjab and 

the United Provinces the Depressed Classes shall have representation in 

proportion to their population as estimated by the Simon Commission and the 

Indian Central Committee. 

ii) In Madras, the Depressed Classes shall have twenty two percent 

representations. 

iii) In Bombay : (a) In the event of Sind continuing to be a part of the 

Bombay Presidency, the Depressed Classes shall have sixteen percent 

representation; 

(b) In the event of Sind being separated from Bombay Presidency, the 

Depressed Classes shall enjoy the same degree of representation as the 

presidency Muslims both being equal in population. 27 

For Federal Legislature in both the Upper and Lower Houses the 

Depressed Classes shall have representation in proportion to their population 

in India. 

The Depressed Classes shall have the right to elect representatives to 

the Provincial and Central Legislature through separate electorates of their 

votes. The Depressed Classes shall have also the right to be represented by 

their own men. 

Simon Commission came in India in 1928. Ambedkar was a lawyer co

operated with the commission with the hope that some legal changes would 

benefit the Untouchables. He demanded political protection to the 

Untouchables. He demanded reserved seats for SCs I STs people. He 
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demanded 'separate electorates' for SCs/STs. It was really begining of political 

war between Dr. Ambedkar and Gandhi including Congress Party. Dr. 

Ambedkar's argument was that if the Untouchables were kept away from the 

main stream of social and religious life of the Hindus, then they should also 

be separate politically. The Untouchables were a separate and distinct 

element in the social and political life of India. Therefore, they should be given 

'separate electorates'. The British government announced the grant of 

'separate electorate' not only to the SCs/STs, but also to other communities 

like Sikhs, Muslims, Anglo-Indians and Europeans, However, Mahatma 

Gandhi deadly opposed the separate electorates to the Depressed Classes and 

started fast unto death against it. In order to save the life of Mahatma Gandhi 

a.nd to safeguard to legitimate interests of the Untouchables, signed the 

famous agreement known as Poona Pact, on 24th September, 1932. The 

Poona Pact offered some reserved seats to the Depressed Classes for a period 

of ten years. Under the 79 constitutional amendment act in 1999, this period 

has been extended upto 25th January 2010. 

On 4th ,January, 1932 Dr. Ambedkar returned to London. He left 

London on 15th January, 1932 and reached Bombay on 29th January, 1932. 

On behalf of All India Scheduled Caste Association Dr. Ambedkar and on 

behalf of Muslim community. Mr. Shaukat Ali was represented in the Round 

Table conference respectively. 

The British Members of the Franchise Committee was appointed by 

British Premier. Dr. Ambedkar was a member of this Committee. Dr. 

B.R.Ambedkar was a member of this committee. Dr. B.R.Ambedkar visited 

Madras in 1932. He was accorded a colourful reception at Madras by the huge 

numbers of gathering people belonging to the down-trodden classes, Muslims, 

Christians and Non-Brahmins also participated in the reception. On 4th May 

1932, Dr. Ambedkar returned from Simla to Bombay. On 6th May 1932 he 

left Bombay by Calcutta Mail to attend the All Indian Depressed Classes 

Congress at Kamptee near Nagpur. On 7th May 1932, his followers cry to 

Nagpur station with slogan of 'Long Live Dr. Ambedkar'. 

VIII. Bahishkrit Hitakarlni Sabba 

For the upliftment of the Dalits classes he established various 

committees. commissions, sabhas etc.To express the grievances of the down-
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trodden classes Dr. Ambedkar organised a meeting on 9th March 1924 at 

Darnodar Hall, Bombay. After a long discussion a central institute of the 

Untouchables was established which is popularly known as 'Bahishkrit 

Hitakarini Sabha. · There were so many committees in the sabha. Dr. 

Ambedkar was the Chairman of the Managing Committee. Mr. Sir Chimanlal 

Harilal Setalvad, LL.D. became the president of 'Bahishkrit Hatakarini Sabha' 

and Mr. Nayer Nissim, J.P. was vice President, Mr. S.N. Shivatarkar was the 

secretary and Mr. N.T. Jadhav was appointed as a treasurer. The Bahishkrit 

Hatakarini Sabha was established on 20th July, 1924 and it was registered 

under the Act XXI of 1860. It was decided that the Head Office of the Sabha 

will be established in Bombay. The vow of the institution was "Educate, 

Agitate and Organise". The Bahishkrit Hitakari Sabha was registered on Ist 

April, 1926. 

Objectives of the Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha : The objectives of the Sabha 

were as following : 

{i) To promote the spread of education among the depressed Classes by 

opening Schools, Colleges and Hostels. 

(ii) To improve the spread of culture among Depressed Classed by opening 

libraries, social centres and classes and study circles. 

{iii) To develop the economic condition of the down-trodden classes qy starting Industrial 

and Agricultural Schools. 

(iv) To represent the grievances of the Depressed Classes. 

(v) To organise or help any club, association or any movement calculated to 

bring about the general entitlement, social rise or economic betterment of 

the Depressed Classes. zs 

Activities of the Bahishkrit Hitak:arini Sabba at Bombay : 

The Bahishkrit Hitakartni Sabha was established for the upliftment of 

the Depressed Classes. A General annual meeting of the 'Bahishkrit 

Hitakarini Sabha' was held at its head office in the Damodar Thackersey Hall, 

Parel, Bombay. A Hostel was established by the Sabha near Sholapur relating 

to education of the Depressed Classes taking secondary education for 15 

Depressed Classes. The accommodation of the Hostels was entirely free. 

However, the Sabha helped the Mahars of the villages in Nasik District to 
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obtain redress of their grievances in 'Watandari' matters. The Sabha opened a 

library and reading room for the Depressed Classes in the Improvement Trust, 

Chawl, Byculla. Side by side the society organised a hockey club for young 

men of the Depressed Classes near Parel. The 'Bahishkrit Vidyarthi 

Smnmelan' was an organisation of the Depressed Classes Students which was 

organised by the Bahishkrit Hatakarini Sabha. A monthly Mahathi paper by 

the name of 'Vidya Vilas' was published by the Sabha for the students of the 

Depressed Classes for providing the articles. 

On behalf of the Bahiskrit Hitkarini Sabha (Depressed Classes Institute 

of Bombay) Dr. Ambedkar submitted a statement entitled on "Concerning the 

state of education of the Depressed Classes in the Bombay Presidency", to the 

Indian Statutory Commission on 29th JMay, 1928. The summa... ... y of the 

statement as under : 

The 'Bombay Education Society' was founded in 1815. A special 

committee was appointed by the society to prepare school books in 

Vernacular Languages. The aims of the society were to establish the 

educational institutions for the poor classes. In 1822, the committee became 

a separate corporation popularly known as the 'Bombay Native School-Book 

and School Society' and in 1927, it became as the 'Bombay Native Education 

Society'. To co-operate the activities of the society a 'Board of Education' was 

composed in 1840. The Board was the 'Director of Public Instruction' relating 

to Education Department till in 1855. In his statement pointed out that the 

Education Department of the Government of Bombay divided the people of 

Bombay Presidency into four classes namely (i) Brahmins and allied castes 

who are collectively called the "Advanced Hindus". (ii) The Marathas and allied 

castes who are collectively called the "Intermediate Hindus", (iii) The hills 

tribes and the criminal tribes are designated by the term "Backward class" 

and the (iv} Mahomedans of the Presidency and Sind. 

Another statement submitted by Dr. Ambedkar on behalf of the 

"Bahishkrit Hitkarini Sabha to the Indian Statutory Commission entitled on 

"Concerning the safeguards for the protection of the interests for the 

Depressed Classes as a minority in the Bombay Presidency and the changes 

in the composition of and the guarantees from the Bombay Legislative Council 
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necessary to ensure the same under Provincial Autonomy" on 29th May 1928. 

The summary of his statement are as under. 

(i) The right to education of the Depressed Classes shall be recognised as 

fundamental right. 

(ii) The Depressed Classes shall be recruited in army, navy and police 

department without any restriction. 

(iii) The Depressed Classes shall be recruited to all posts in gazetted and 

non-gazetted in the civil services for a period of 30 years. 

(iv} They shall be recognised as a special Inspector of Police in every District. 

(v) The right of the down trodden classes to effective representation on the 

local bodies shall be recognised by the provincial Government. 

The right to appeal to 

trodden classes. 

IX. The People's Education Society. Mumbai 

down-

To provide education to the down-trodden classes, Dr. Ambedkar was 

established the People's Education Soceity on 8th July, 1945. The Society was 

registered the Registration of Society Act XXI of 1860 (Registration No. 

1375 of 1945 - 46, dated 9th July, 1945) and the Bombay Public Trust 

XXIX of 1950 (Registration No. F.303, dated 2nd June, 1953). 

J'he aims and objectives of the society : The summary of the People's 

Education Society are as under : 

(i) To provide facilities for education, secondary, collegiate, 

technical, physical and the like. 

{ii) To establish educational and Buddhist religious association such 

as schools, colleges, vihars, hostels, libraries, playgrounds, 

Buddhists Institute etc. at the suitable place in the state of 

Maharashtra and in various parts of India. 

(iii} To provide facilities for education of the poor and the Buddhists. 

(iv) To provide facilities like scholarships and freeships for higher 

education among the Depressed Classes and Buddhists students. 
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(v) To purchase and acquire property for the development of the 

society. 

(vi) To construct, maintenance, rebuild, repair, alter, replace or 

rebuild the houses, vihars, buildings for the development of the 

society. 

(vii) To provide comparative studies of religion, science and Buddhists 

literature by the society for Depressed Classes. 

(viii} To provide reserve seats for admission to the different classes in 

the college both on the Arts and Science. 

(" ) )X To provide reserve accommodation in the hostels for students 

belonging to the down-trodden classes. 

(x) provide a certain. number free ships and scholarships. 29 

lt was decided by the 'People's Education Society' that the schools and 

colleges will not be a sectari an institution, it will be open to students of all 

communities without caste, creed, religion, etc. from all Provinces and States. 

The students belonging to the Scheduled Castes will be granded facilites in 

the matter of admission, freeships, scholarships, hostel accomodation. Dr. 

Ambedkar appealed for financial assistance to establish the schools and 

colleges from all kindness people. The Maharaja of Baroda was again 

approached for financial assistance for establishing a College at Bombay for 

the benefit of the Depressed Classes. behalf of Dr. Arnbedkar Mr. 

KA.Keluskar appealed to H.H.Sayajirao Gaikwad for financial assistance for 

establishing a college at Bombay for the benefit of the down-trodden classes. 

The 'People's Education Society' presently running many College, 

Schools, Diploma Institute and Hostels. These are located at Bombay, New 

Bombay, Aurangabad, Mahad, Pandharpur, Dopali, Nanded, Pune and 

Bangalore and other places. 

Colleges: 

1. Siddharth College of Arts, Science & Commerce, Bombay (1946). 

2. Milind College of Arts, Aurangabad (1950). 

3. Milind College of Science, Aurangabad (1950). 
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4. Siddharth College of Arts, Science & Commerce, Bombay (1953). 

5. Siddharth College ofLaw, Bombay (1956). 

6. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar College of Arts & Commerce, Aurangabad 

(1963}. 

7. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar College of Arts, Science & Commerce, 

Mahad,Dist. Riagad. (1963). 

8. Dr. Ambedkar College of Law, Aurangabad (1968). 

9. Dr. Ambedkar College of Commerce & Economics, Wadala, Bombay 

(1971). 

10. Dr. Ambedkar College of Law, \Vadala, Bombay (1978). 

1 L PES College of physical Education, Aurangabad (1984). 

Ambedkar College Arts & Commerce, Yerweda, Pune (1985). 

13. Siddharth College of Mass Communication and Media (1965). 

*PES English Medium School, Yerwada, Pune (1985). 

14. Siddharth Institute of Commerce (1965). 

15. PES College of Engineering, Aurangabad. 

Diploma Institute : 

l. Siddharth Institute of Industry and Administration, Mumbai (1967). 

High Schools : 

1. Siddharth Night High School, Mumbai (1947). 

2. Milind Multipurpose High School, Aurangabad (1955). 

3. Matoshri Ramabai Ambedkar High School, Aurangabad (1965). 

4. PES's Secondary School & Jr. College, Navi Mumbai (1978}. 

5. Nagsen High School & Jr. College, Nanded (1981). 

6. Nagsen Vidyalaya Prathmikshala, Nanded (1981). 

7. People's Education Society's English Medium KG. School, Banglore 

(1984). 

8. PES's Primary Marathi School, Navi Mumbai. 
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9. Milind Multipurpose Pre-primary and Primary School, Aurangabad 

(1955). 

10. Gautam Vidyalaya, Pandharpur, Dist- Solarpur. 

Hostels 

L Sant Gadge Maharaj Chokhamela Vidyarthi Vasatigriha, Pandharpur 

(1949). 

2. Siddharth Vihar Hostel, Wadala, Mumbai {1964). 

3. Subhedar Sawadkar Vidyarthi Ashram, Mahad, Dist, Raigad (1978}.30 

X. Depressed Class Institute 

The Depressed Classes Institute is an organisation of the Depressed 

Classes which is conducted by members of the depressed Classes relating to 

interests of the down-trodden classes. The main aims and objectives of the 

Institution were the equal status, political equality in Indian society and 

improve the economic conditions and as well as economic welfare. The 

Institute was established in June 1925. The institute is intended to be an All 

Indian organisation with branches all over India. The institute has published 

a newspapers called 'J anata' to express the grievances and problems of the 

down-trodden classes. To create public opinion of the untouchables it is now 

converted into a weekly paper. For the education of the Depressed Classes the 

institute also published other literature on various subjects. The institutes 

also emphasised on security of the enjoyment of their civic rights. The 

institute maintained a printing press of its own called the 'Bharat Bhushan 

printing press'. The primary objects of the press were printing the newspaper 

'Janata' and the secondary purpose was source of income to finance the 

activities of the institute. The institute demanded for securlng to the 

Depressed Classes a right of worship in the temple. 

Activities of the Institute : The activities the depressed Class Institute are 

classified under the following points : 

1. Propaganda: The Institute published a news paper entitle on 'Janata' 

(The People}. Its objects was enlighten the problems of the Depressed Classes 

before the masses. The paper played a crucial role to create public opinion 
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infavour of speedy redress of the down-trodden classes. The guiding principle 

of the paper is equality. This paper is now converted into a weekly. The paper 

published various issues relating to education, socio-political, religious 

grivances of the Depresses Classes. 

2. Civic Rights Campaign: The Hindu Shastras such as Vedas, Smrities, 

Puranas, Upanishad, Ramayana and Mahabharata does not recognises the 

equal civic rights for the Depressed Classes. One of the Chief objects of the 

Depressed Classes Institute is secure civic rights to the Depressed Classes. 

The Depressed Classes Institute demanded accommodation in school, in bus, 

in ferry or in roadside inn etc. The Institute demanded right to take water 

from public courses, right to worship in the Hindu Temple etc. should be 

by the Govemtnent to the Depresses Classes. 

3. Redress of Grievances : The Depressed Classes Institute had special 

attention relating to the grtvances of the Depressed Classes. The down 

trodden classes exploited by the high caste Hindus as well as Government 

The Institute demanded special representations in Government from the 

exterior classes for social justice. 

4. Welfare Work: The Depressed Classes Institute sought to improve the 

socio-economic as well as political to the Depressed Classes through securing 

land and education. The Government distributed the waste land to use to the 

high caste farmers, Applicants from the Depressed Classes never got a single 

piece of this waste land from the Revenue officials. The Institute fought for the 

rtght of the Depressed Classes to get waste land from the Government by 

efforts of the Institute. Some Depressed Classes farmers earned as 

agricultural labourers and independent farmers. 31 

XI. Independent Labour Party and Depressed Classes 

Having discussed with colleagues Dr. Ambedkar formed a Political 

Party which is popularly known as 'Independent Labour Party'. The objectives 

and purposes of the party were to concentrate and solve the problems and 

grievances of the landless, poor tenants, agriculturalists and workers. The 

Depressed Classes leaders Dr. Ambedkar formed the party for the purposes of 

the contesting the elections in Bombay Presidency to both Chambers of the 
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Legislature. The party emphasised and demanded on social change through 

legislation, free and compulsory primary education, adult education, illiterate, 

technical education, higher education etc. In administration the party 

emphasised on good and efficient administrator and the administration and 

bureaucrats would be free from corruption. On 15th August, 1936 the party 

was formed by Bharat Ratna Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar for upliftment of the 

Dalits. The party was established purely for the upliftment of the down

trodden classes. The party membership was open to all communities from 

different parts of India without caste, creed, religion etc. 

Aims and Objectives of the party : 

are as follows : 

The aims and objectives of the party 

1. solve the problems and grteva..11.ces of the landless, poor tenants, 

agriculturalists and workers. 

2. The party is always ready to co-operate with other political party where 

co-operation is possible. 

3. The party is purely for the welfare of the labour classes. 

4. The party will undertake to establish Land Mortgage Banks, 

agriculturalist producers, co-operative societies and marketing societies with a 

view to improve the productivity of agriculture. 

5. The party will remove all obstacles of the Depressed Classes. 

6. The party will try to improve village sanitation and housing through 

urban planning. 

7. The party will establish village libraries, village halls, village radious 

and rotary cinemas in order to modernise the village people. 

8. The party will give effect to the scheme of free and compulsory primary 

education. 

9. The party will undertake a scheme of adult education so as to make all 

people literate. 

10. The party will lay special emphasis on technical education. 

11. The party will provide facilities for higher education in India and 

abroad those who are belonging to educational backward classes. 
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12. The party will aware to secure the separation of the judiciary from the 

executive. 

13. Exploiters in the congress will not allow it to work for the masses.32 

According to Dr. Ambedkar, the Congress is not free to serve the 

masses. The congress is a heterogeneous body composed of the exploiters as 

well as exploited. The Independent Labour Party claimed the safeguard of the 

masses. The Congress wanted to capture the legislatures with view to destroy 

the new constitution. The Independent Labour Party wished to enter the 

legislatures in order to work that constitution for what it was work. The 

founder of the Depressed Classes Institute Dr. Ambedkar wanted to contests 

the elections in Bombay presidency both Chambers of the legislature. The 

party emphasised and demanded on social change through legislation, free 

and compulsocy primary education, adult education, technical education, 

higher education etc. British Government decided to hold provincial elections 

in 1937. Dr. Ambedkar and his many fellow candidates contested the election 

namely Mr. S.V. Pan1lekar (Ratnagiri South}, Mr. S.G. Tipnis {Kolaba), Mr. 

V.A. Gadkari (Poona East), Mr. C.T. Ranadive (Thana South), and Mr. B.V. 

Pradhan (Kandesh East), and so on. Dr. Ambedkar and many candidates of 

his party were elected to the Bombay Legislative Assembly. The Independent 

Labour Party won 15 seats in the 1937 elections to the Central Legislative 

Assembly. 

XII. Social Centre for the Untouchables in Bombay 

Dr. Ambedkar proposed to establish a Social Centre in Bombay as a 

model for social, economic and educational activities for the upliftment of the 

Untouchables. To him, the Centre will be a public trust. The scope and 

functions of the Centre will be Governed by a Registered Trust Deed and the 

funds will be managed by a Board of Trustees. Aims and objectives of the 

centre. The aims and objectives of the Centre are given below : 

i) Relief from distress and poverty. 

ii) Advancement of education. 

iii) Relief from tyranny and oppression. 

iv) Securing and safeguarding civil rights and privileges. 



- 184-

v) Eradication of social evils. 

vi} Spread of general knowledge and enlightentment with a view to eradicating 

superstitious practices and beliefs. 

vii) Securing and advancing social and religious well-being. 

viii) Promoting organised effort for social and economic betterment. 

ix) Securing legislative sanction to measures removing civil, social, economic and 

religious disabilities, disadvantages and discrimination. 

xi) Securing the removal of untouchability. 33 

The Centre proposes to provide the Untouchables the libraries and 

reading room. It is proposed to have a Centre Library for students wishing to 

study the problems of the Untouchables. The Centre should take initiates 

emancipate evils customs superstitions, The Centre proposed to 

maintain a small printing press. Thousands of Untouchables youths specially 

in the Bombay presidency and the Central Provinces organised themselves in 

the name of volunteers group called the 'Samata Sainik Dar. As like a 'Samata 

Sainik Dal', the Untouchables youths in Bombay and the presidency have 

formed clubs, stage dramatic performance during in the various occasions 

like at marriage celebrations, other religious and social functions at several 

places calling themselves 'Jals Mandals' for the awareness among the 

Untouchables. 'Jalsa Mandals' also emphasised on education for 

Untouchables. 

XIII. Republican Party of India 

The Depressed Classes Conference was held at Pune on 12th_13th 

January, 1936. Dr. Ambedkar reiterated his resolve of the Yeola Conference to 

leave Hinduism. Mr. Ray Bahadur N. Shina Raj presided the overall 

conference. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's Conversion Resolution was supported by the 

Chamars (Cobblers) of East Khandesh. On 15th June, 1936, The Conference 

of Devadasis was held at Bombay to support Dr. Ambedkar's Resolution of 

Convections. Dr. Ambedkar founded the 'Independent Labour Party' in 1936. 

He founded the 'All India Scheduled Castes Federation' in Nagpur. He decided 

to form the 'Republican Party of India' and prepared a Blue Print of the party. 

The Blue Print was published by Mr. D.T. Rupwate in 'Prabuddha Bharat: 
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Republican Party Establishment issue -1957' under the title 'open letter of 

parampuja Dr. Babasahed Ambedkar to the Indians regarding formation of 

Republican Party of India'. 

The meeting of the Executive Committee of the Scheduled Castes 

Federation was held on 30th September, 1956 at the residence of Dr. B.R 

Ambedkar at New Delhi. The meeting was presided by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. It 

was unanimously dissolved by the Scheduled Castes Federation to form the 

new political party by the name of 'Republican Party'. On 13th October, 1956, 

Dr. Ambedkar Presided a press conference at Nagur. He said he had already 

drafted Constitution of the Republican Party. The famous editors namely 

R.Chandidas, Ward Morehouse, Leon Clark and Richard Fontera were present 

in the conference. The 'Republican Party of India' is an All India Political 

Party. Dr. B.R Ambedkar was the founder of the Party. He was great political 

thinker. great social revolutionary jurist, lawyer and great constitutional 

expert. He is father of our Constitution .. 

Republican Party of India stands for Parliamentary democracy. 

According to Dr. Ambedkar, Parliamentary system of Government is best form 

of Government . The Republican party of India is the secular character in 

nature. 

Parliamentary form of Government depends on educated public 

opinion. To him, parliamentary form of Government would be Government of 

the people, by the people, and for the people. The education and propaganda 

is essential for parliamentary form of Government. To avoid dictatorship there 

is a necessity for a opposition party. The people are more concerned with good 

administration than a good law. According to Dr. Ambedkar, existence of one 

party means dictatorship of the Government. In dictatorship form of 

Government the people cannot enjoys the right to freedom of speech and 

freedom of action. When there is a opposition party, there is freedom of 

speech and freedom of action. The Government will be dangerous when there 

is no opposition. In UK and Canada the opposition is a legally recognised 

body. The opposition leaders in both countries, the parliament pays the salary 

and the opposition leaders in both the countries play a crucial role in 

parliament without difficulties. 
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Aims and Objects of the Party : The aims and objectives of the Republican 

Party of India as given bellow. 

1. To establish JUSTICE in social, economic and political. 

2. To establish LIBERIY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; 

3. To establish EQUAUIY of status and of opportunity, and to promote among all; 

Fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity of the 

nation. 

4. To promote equality before law and equal protection law among alL 

5. Justice, liberty, equality and fraternity would constitute the aims and 

objects of the Republican party. 

6. To establish the parliamentary form of Government which is the best 

form government. 

7. There is no discrimination in the Republican Party of India. This is the 

motto ofthe party.34 

bring new blood in his Republican party Ambedkar established 

"The Training School for Extrance to politics". Dr. Ambedkar himself was the 

Director and Shri S.S. Rege was the Register. 

XIV. All India Scheduled Caste Federation 

The All India Depressed Classes conference was held between 17th to 

20th July 1942 at Nagpur. Dr. Ambedkar was the President of the 

Conference. A resolution was passed unanimously on 19th July, 1942. 'All 

India Scheduled Castes Federation' and Constitution was made public on 7th 

September, 1942. The constitution of the federation was amended and finally 

published in January, 1955. It came into force on the 1st May, 1957. 

Aims and Objectives of Federation : The aims and objectives of the 

federation are as: 

1. To organise the Scheduled Castes of India, to educate them and to agitate 

for their social, economic and political freedom and to make them strive 

for their well being and advancement. 

2. To secure for them equality of opportunity and thereby enable them to 

achieve equal status with their fellow citizens in all walks of life. 
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3. To engage itself in organising the peasantry, the landless labours and the 

workers in factories and other wage- earners. 

4. To undertake educational activities such as starting of Schools and 

teaching them arts and crafts. 

5. To undertake all activities for the moral and spiritual elevation of the 

Scheduled castes. and 

6. To keep a reo:m:l of all cases of 1yrannies and oppressions practiced upon the 

Scheduled Castes in different parts of the country. 35 

According to Dr. Ambedkar, knowledge is power in every sides of 

human life. Ambedkar School of Politics, Poona was established on 30th July, 

1944, Tne "Study, Senice fu!d Serrice" is School of his Politics. The Marhata 

first Annual Journal is a way to publish was ideology. The first conference of 

The All India Scheduled Castes Students federation' was held on 12th May, 

1945. 11le second conference of 'The All India Scheduled Castes Federation' 

was held from 25th to 27th December, 1946 at Nagpur. Dr. Ambedkar advised 

Mr. Jogendranath Mandai, Law Member of Interim Government of India to a 

Chairperson of the students' conference at Nagpur. Mr. Mandai was the 

President of the conference. The conference was guided by the 'Samata Sainik 

Dal' and 'National Muslim Guards'. 

Political Demands of the All India Scheduled Castes Federation : 

A conference of the Working Committee of the All India Scheduled 

Castes Federation was held Jn Madras on 23rd September, 1944 under the 

Presidentship of Rao Bahadur N. Shiva Raj, B.A., B.L., M.L.A. Some 

resolutionspassed by the Working Committee relating to safeguards for the 

Untouchables in the new Constitution. The summary of the resolutions are 

given below : 

Resolution No.1 Recognition of the Scheduled Castes as a separate 

element: 

The Viceroy Lord Wavell wrote a letter to Mr. Gandhi dated the 15th 

August, 1944 with special reference that the Scheduled Castes are one of the 

important and separate elements in the national life of India and consent of 

the Scheduled Castes to the Constitution of India is precondition for transfer 

of power to Indians. The Scheduled Castes Federation recognise that they are 
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a religious minority in the sense for more real than the Silms and Muslims. 

The Cripps Proposals recognised as a separate element to the Scheduled 

Castes. The authors of the Montagu-Chelmsford Report, Round Table 

Conference, Joint Parliamentary Committee and in the Government of India 

Act 1935 recognised to the Scheduled Castes Federation as a Minority and 

separate element from Hindus. The Federation demands themselves as a 

separate element in the interests of peace and good-will between the Hindus 

and the Scheduled Castes for speedy improvement of the Indian society. 

Resolution No.2 : Declaration by His Majesty's Government relating to 

the Scheduled Castes and the Constitution : 

The Working Committee of the All-India Scheduled Castes Federation 

welcomes the declaration made by 'His Majesty's Government. His Majestry's 

Government recognise the Scheduled Castes as a consent to the new 

Constitution of India as a precondition to transfer the power from His 

Majesty's Government to the Indian. The Congress Party and other political 

organisations alleged that the declaration of His Majesty's Government is a 

matter of tactics adopted to postpone transfer of power. The Working 

Committee of the Scheduled Castes Federation did not support to Congress 

ideas. The Federation wholeheartedly supported the declaration made by His 

Majesty's Government relating to the Scheduled Castes and the new 

Constitution of India. 

Resolution No. 3 : Nature of Constitutional Safeguards : 

The Working Committee of the All India Scheduled Castes Federation 

declared that no Constitution shall not acceptable to the Scheduled Castes 

unless the Constitution will not in favour of the Scheduled Castes. The 

Federation demanded by their resolutions made by All-India Scheduled 

Castes Federation. The demands were : 

(i) The Constitution shall be consent to the Scheduled Castes. 

(ii) The Constitution shall be recognised to the Scheduled Castes as distinct 

and separate element. 

(iii) The money should be granted in the budgets of the Provincial. and 

Central Governments for the Secondary, University and Advanced 

Education of the Scheduled Castes. 
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(iv) The separate settlements of the Scheduled Castes for Governmental 

lands should be preserved through a Settlement Commission. 

(v) Representation of the Scheduled Castes in the Legislatures, in Executive, 

in Municipalities and Local Boards, in the Public Services, and on the 

Public Service Commission should be provided according to their needs, 

numbers and importance. 

(vi) Above all provisions of the Scheduled Castes should be treated as 

fundamental rights by legislature. 

{vii) An ·officer similar in status to that of the Auditor-General should be 

appointed to watch the working of the provisions relating to 

Fundamental Rights. The officer shall sent the report relating to 

improvement of the Scheduled Castes to the President. 

Resolution No.4 : Communal Settlement : 

The Working Committee of the All-India Scheduled Castes Federation 

is most eager for a settlement of the Communal problem. The Federation is 

very interests to solve the disputes which are being carried on by Mr. Gandhi 

and Mr. Jinnah for a settlement between the Hindus and Muslims. The 

communal problem is very hannful because it ignores the vital interest 

other communities. The secret diplomacy relating to communal problem 

should be avoided. 1be proper procedure to solve the communal problem and 

to ensure fair and equal treatment to all, the face to face contract is necessary 

to each other. 

Resolution No.5 : Revision of the Constitution : 

The Working Committee of the All-India Scheduled Castes Federation 

demanded that the new Constitution of India will be for India as a Dominion. 

The provisions of the Constitution relating minorities should be revised and 

should be brought in accord with the principle of equal treatment of all 

minorities. 

Resolution No.6: Representation in the Legislature and in the Executive: 

The Working Committee of the All-India Scheduled Castes Federation 

demanded that like Muslim community the Scheduled Castes would be 
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claimed the resenration of seats in Provincial and Central Legislatures and in 

Executive. 

Resolution No. 7 : Electorate : 

The Working Committee of the All-India Scheduled Castes Federation 

demanded that the system of joint electorates should be abolished. The 

separate electorate system for Scheduled Castes should be introduced in 

place of joint electorates. 

Resolution No. 8 : Framework of Executive Government : 

The Working Committee of the All-India Scheduled Castes Federation 

demanded the framework of Executive Government both in Provinces and 

Central should be constituted with a Prime Minister and other minister from 

general community and from minority communities in a proportion of their 

population. The Prime Minister and other minister from general community 

shall be elected to the. executive by the whole house by the single transferable 

vote. The minority minister shall be elected from minority constituency by 

minority people by single transferable vote. The Members of the Executive 

shall be members of the legislature. They may take part in debate, vote and in 

answer question. 

Resolution No. 9 : Public Services : 

The Government must remain a Government of men. The Working 

Committee of the All-India Scheduled Castes Federation thought that the 

Scheduled Castes can never get protection, justice, sympathy from the 

present administration because it is controlled by men full of caste 

consciousness, narrow mindedness, absence of sense of justice, liberty and 

equality. Therefore, the Working Committee demanded the resenration of seats 

in the Public services in new Constitution of India. 

Resolution No. 10 : Provision for Education : 

The Working Committee of the All-India Scheduled Castes Federation 

thought that the higher education is vital for improvement of the Scheduled 

Castes. The Federation demanded for fmancial assistance for the Scheduled 

Castes through Constitutional law for higher and advanced education. 
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Resolution No. 11 : Separate Settlements : 

The Working Committee of the All India Scheduled Castes Federation 

passed some resolutions relating to Separate Settlements for Scheduled 

Castes. These are : 

(i) Present habitations of the Scheduled Castes should be reformed. The 

separate Scheduled Castes villages should be formed away from the 

independent Hindu villages. 

(ti) A provision shall be made for the settlement of the Scheduled Castes by 

the new Constitution. 

(iii) AU Government land and which is cultivable and which is occupied 

shall be handed over to the Commission for the settlement of 

Scheduled Castes. 

(:l.v) The Settlement Commission shall be empowered to purchase new land 

under the land Aquision Act for the settlement of the Scheduled 

Castes.36 

XV. D:r. Ambedka:r and Cabinet Mission 

Cabinet Mission came in India on 23 March, 1946 under the 

leadership of Lord Pethick Lawrence, Mr. Jagjiban Ram, Radhanath Das and 

Prithvi Singh Azad attended together as representatives of the 'All India 

Depressed Classes League' before Cabinet Mission. The League opposed and 

kinds of proposal which would impain the integrity of the country and they 

said that the division of India into Pakisthan and Hindustan would not 

provide a solution to the minority problems. They demanded special provision 

for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the legislature and also various 

Government services. Jagjiban Ram said that there are differences between 

'All India Scheduled Castes Federation and 'All India Depressed Classed 

League.' The All India Scheduled Caste Federation held that the Scheduled 

Castes were not Hindus but a religious minority of their own, whereas the 

League held that the Scheduled Castes people considered themselves Hindus 

and they had sacrificed much for the cause of Hinduism. 37 

As a president of the Bihar Provincial Depressed Classes League Mr. 

Jagjiban Ram had send a letter, dated 8th March, 1937 to Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar, Bar-at-law, Rajgraha, Dadar, Bombay relating to the movement of 
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the Depressed Classes and list of candidates who contested the election to 

Bihar Provincial Legislative Assembly. Jagjiban Ram wrote a message in his 

letter to attends the conference conducted by Bihar Provincial Depressed 

Classes League under the leadership of Mr. Baldeo Prasad Jaiswal of 

Allahabad held on between 15th April to 15th May 1937. He had sent a letter 

to Dr. Ambedkar entitled on "UNITE AND ORGANISE", Bankipur, Patna, the 

8th March, 1937.38 

On 15th March, 1946, the British Prime Minister Clement Atlee sent 

the Cabinet Mission to India for right to attain full independence. The British 

Government sent out a delegation of three Cabinet Ministers namely Sir 

Sta_fford Cripps, Alexander and Lord Pethick Lawrence. They were the 

Secretary of State for India. As a leader of 'All India Scheduled Caste 

Federation' Dr. Ambedkar sumited a memorandum before the Cabinet 

Mission on 5th April, 1946. On May 16, 1946, the Cabinet Mission 

announced their scheme in the form of a 'State Papers'. In the 'State Papers' 

had no referred for down-trodden classes that was approached by Dr. 

Ambedkar. He placed a memorandum before the mission. The Working 

Committee of the 'All India Scheduled Caste Federation' claimed under the 

ioliowings safeguards for the down-trodden classes. 

(i) True and adequate representation in all the Legislature-Central and 

Provincial; 

(ii} True and adequate representation in all the Executives - Central and 

Provincial; 

(iii) Provision for election through separate electorates ; 

(iv) Adequate representation in the Public Services ; 

(v) Adequate representation on the Public Service Commission-Federal and 

Provincial; 

(vi) Provision of adequate sum in the annual budgets of the Provincial and 

Central Government for the higher education of the Scheduled Castes; 

and 

{vii) Provision for new and separate settlements. 39 
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A meeting was held on 5th April 1946 at 12 noon between Dro B.R 

Ambedkar and Cabinet Mission including Field Marshal Viscount WaveL As a 

representative of the 'All India Scheduled Caste Federation' Dr. Ambedkar 

interviewed to the Cabinet Mission, Similarly, Mr. Jagjiban Ram, Mr. 

Radhanath Das and Mr. Prithvi Singh Azad were also interviewed as 

representatives of All India Depressed Class League. Dr. Ambedkar did not 

want to a Constituent Assembly. To him, it would be dominated by the Caste 

Hindus. 

Poona Satyagraha 

The Scheduled Caste Federation of the Bombay Province launched the 

Satyagraha movement through 'non-violence' method against the injustice 

proposals of the Cabinet Mission. Before starting the Assembly session the six 

Satyagrahis were entered the council Hall and shouted slogans. Le. 

(i) "Down with British Imperialism". 

(ii) "Down with Congress". 

(iii} "Scrap the Poona Pact. "40 

The order of the Poona District Magistrate was that no procession is 

allowed in the area half a mile from the Council Hall. Mr. B.K.Gaikward 

(President of the Bombay Provincial Scheduled Caste Federation), Mr. P.N. 

Rajbhoj {General Secretacy of the Federation}, Mr. RR.Bhole (former member 

of the Bombay Assembly) and young girls and women in the front carried 

black flags and the Federation flag. One hundred and fourteen more 

Scheduled Castes Satyagral1is were arrested and they have to send to jaiL 

Jagjivan Ram, Radhanath Das and Prithvi Singh Azad were represented as 

the leader of the 'All India Depressed Classes League'. On the other hand, Dr. 

Ambedkar represented as the leader of the 'All India Scheduled Castes 

Federation'. According to Jagjivan Ram, the 'League' considered themselves as 

the integral part of the Hindu, on the other hand the 'Federation' considered 

themselves as separate or distinct masses from Hindu.41 The members of the 

Scheduled Castes Federation protested against the Cabinet Mission's 

proposals and they shouted "Boycott Constituent Assembly'', "Down with 

Congress Ministcy", "Boycott Harijan M.L.A.'s" and "Revoke the Poona Pact".42 
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Nagpur Satyagraha : 

The Scheduled Caste Federation in Nagpur started Satyagrahi 

movement against the role of District Magistrate of Poona. They stated that 

"Jai Bheem" was their name, their caste was "Scheduled Castes Federation" 

and "Dalitsthan" was their residence.43 Most of the Scheduled Castes 

Satyagrahis were arrested by the police and sent them in jail. They started 

their procession through 'non-violence' method. On 12th September, 1946, 

243 members of the Central Provinces Scheduled Castes Federation including 

6 women and 9 boys were arrested by police. 

Lucknow Satyagraha : 

The U.P. Scheduled Castes Federation started the Satyagrahi 

movement for their rights. The police also charged lathi on peaceful 

Satyagrahis. On 14th April, 1947, the 148 Satyagrahis were arrested by Caste 

Hindu police. The women Satyagrahis were insulted and injured by Caste 

Hindu police. The three topmost leaders namely Dadasaheb Fullidasji 

(Working Committee member of the Scheduled Caste Federation), Mr. 

Totaram (The President of the Scheduled Caste Federation) and Mrs. Fullidas 

{Municipal Commissioner of Cawnpur} were arrested by Caste Hindu police. 

The Satyagrahi movement spread in various District of U.P. i.e. Jhansi, Agra, 

Hamirpur and Lucknow. On 18th April, 1947, Mr. Rajbhoj, the General 

Secretary of the All India Scheduled Caste Federation with 25th Satyagrahis 

were arrested from Agra, Aligarh, Cawnpur, Tundala and Lucknow. Before 

arrest Mr. Rajbhoj appointed Badalooram Sonkar from Cawnpur as the 

second dictator of the Satyagrah of the U.P. in Lucknow. The Satyagrahis 

were divided into four batches. On 19th April, 194 7, the first and second 

batches were arrested near Zanda Park and Ameenabad. The third and fourth 

batches including some ladies were arrested near Raison Bough. The batches 

were led by Messrs Joharilal Sewaram, Gopichand, Bijipat Ramjee Basti. The 

Satyagrahis demanded the Separate Electorates in place of joint electorate 

system. The main slogans of the Satyagrahis were as follows : 

1. Down with the Caste Hindu Congress! 

2. Down with the Beggar System! 

3. Do or Die, must have the Separate Electorates! 
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4. Down with the Pant Ministry! 

5. Down with the 'Harijan' M.L.A.s of the U.P. Assembly! 44 

XVI. Special Conferences for Upliftment of the Depressed Classes 

For the upliftment of the Depressed Classes Dr. B.R.Ambedkar 

established an organisation popularly known as Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha. 

For safeguarding the interests of the down trodden classes Dr. Ambedkar 

published a newspaper by the named "Bahishkrit Bharat". To propogate the 

causes of the Untouchables Mahatma Gandhi started a newspaper by name 

"Harijan" on February, 1933. Dr. Ambedkar stated on this occassion that the 

out caste is a byproduct of the caste system. To him, "nothing can emancipate 

the. outcastes except the· Destruction of caste system". The high and low caste 

system of Hindu society should be abolished. All men should be treated as 

equally. 

Dr. Ambedkar demanded the representative in the Reforms Committee 

of the State (Rcykot State). Gandhiji refused his demand. Netaji Subhash 

Chandra Bose appointed the Chairman during the time of the Tripurt 

Congress Session. The Chief Justice of the Federal Court, Sir Maurice Gwayer 

gave an Award on the disputes in the state of Rajkot. Dr. Ambedkar 

interpreted the term "recommend" given by Maurice Gwayer. He stated that 

"There is no conclusive precedent for the purposes of the present reference". 45 

Dr. Ambedkar expressed his views about the evil policies of Brttishers. The 

Defence Council oflndia constituted by the Viceroy on 27th July, 1941. There 

were 18th members of the council. Out of 18th members the 8 (eight) were the 

Indians. Dr. Ambedkar was one of them. He expressed his bitterly views with 

Britishers than Hindu Congress. He stated that the Depressed Classes are not 

prepared to surrender their right to representation in the council. 

On 26th September, 1941, the "All-India Harijan Political Conference" 

all over India was held under the leadership of Dr. Ambedkar and Mr. 

P.N.Rajbhoj. Like Muslim League or the Hindu Mahasabha the Depressed 

Class community has been playing a political body. When Dr. Ambedkar was 

a member of the Viceroy's Executive Council a joumalist from London Mr. 

Bevarli Nikolas interviewed him. Mr. Bevarali's book "Verdict on India". 

published in the year 1944. Mr. Bevarali recorded his interview in this book 

Dr. Ambedkar was Labour Member in the Government of India and "one of the 
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six best brains in India. He was an implacable realist". Mr. Bevarali 

(Journalist) stated that "he is one of the best hated man in India" because he 

belonged to Mahar Caste. Dr. Ambedkar said to the journalist Mr. Bevarali 

that "The Keynote of my policy is that we are not a sub-continent of the 

Hindus but a separeate element in the national life." Gandhi's opinion on 

Depressed Classes was "Trust us- trust the Caste Hindus". Dr. Ambedkar's 

replied was "We will not trust you, for you are our hereditary enemies. "46 

Dr. Ambedkar, Labour Member of the Government of India expressed 

that the demand was not an encroachment on the rights of any Party. To him, 

the village being a social and not an economic unit of society, there was no 

need of fear an economic strangulation of these separate villages. The position 

and status of the Scheduled Castes in India was analogous to that of the 

Bantu and other tribes of South Africa. To him, the legal safeguard in the 

Constitution as was done in the South African Constitution in 

the case the Bantus. The Scheduled Castes wanted political safeguard for 

themselves through Constitution. This main demand of the Scheduled Castes 

was the separate electorates. The Muslim League had no any objection for 

Separate Electorates for the Scheduled Castes. The Congress party had 

objection for Separate Electorate for Scheduled Castes. To him, proportional 

representation is suitable for Scheduled Castes to elect their representatives 

in the provincial Legislature. They are separate elements from the Hindus. 

According to Dr. Ambedkar, the inequality, injustice and inhuman 

relationship is the main shortcomings of the Hindu society. He suggested that 

the down-trodden classes should be declined the Hindu religion and would be 

accepted the Buddhism. In Buddhism there is no discriminations between 

upper and lower castes. All are treated as equally by constitutional safeguard. 

Morality, ethics etc. is essential for growing of the humanity among men. He 

asserted that it will be better to conversion from Hindu religion to Buddhism. 

Dr. Ambedkar himself converted the religion. He accepted the Buddhism. 

A meeting of the All India Scheduled Castes Federation was held on 

17th January, 1947 under the Chairmanship of Mr. N.Shivraj. The Working 

Committee of the All India Scheduled Castes Federation formulated a 

resolution for submit to the United Nations Assembly the case of "the 

suffering of the Scheduled Castes in India against the Hindus for their acts of 

social, economic and political tyranny." The memorandum prepared by Dr. 
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B.R.Ambedkar for submission to the UNO. In this memorandum he has 

pointed out that the position of the Scheduled Castes, tyrannical exploitation 

of the upper castes Hindus over down-trodden classes, socio-economic and 

political conditions of the Derpressed Classes. The memorandum also 

complains of the "failure of the British Government to give protection and do 

justice to the Scheduled Castes" and requested the intervention of the UNO 

for "necessary international action".47 The Working committee of the All India 

Scheduled Castes Federation declared another resolution that the Federation 

stood for "a United India and a strong Central Government." The Federation 

stands for equality and liberty as the fundamental basis for a future Indian 

Constitution. He was a member of the Constituent Assembly. The 

memorandum suggested the safeguards for the Scheduled Castes in the 

future Constitution of India. To him. the separate electorates is the only way 

of guaranteeing real representation of the down-trodden classes in the 

Legislatures. Dr. Ambedkar stated that Paul Duabois was the founder 

preE;ident of the Negroes Association in U.S.A He fought for a long time for 

political, economic and social rights of Negroes in U.S.A. Dr. Ambedkar meet 

with Paul Duabois. Paul Duabois submitted the conditions of the Negroes in 

U.S.A. before U.N.O. Dr. Ambedkar compared the conditions of Indian 

Scheduled Castes with condition of Negroes in U.S.A. On 2nd June, 1947, Dr. 

Ambedkar expressed his thoughts regarding the safeguards for Scheduled 

Castes in the letter addressed to Jogendra Nath Mandai. He expressed in his 

letter specially on separate electorates for Scheduled Castes and Minority 

Classes. 

Thane District Conference of the Depresed Classes was held on 18th 

February, 1933. Dr. Ambedkar presided over the Conference. He propagated 

against the spiritualistic fades and superstitions among of his people. He told 

before the conference that "we want equality in Hindu religion. The 

Chaturvarna must be rooted out".48 In 1933, a public meeting of the down

trodden classes was held at Mazgaon, Bombay. He said among his followers 

that fight against tyranny, injustice and false tradition is the motto of our 

movement. 

A meeting of the down-trodden classes was held on the ground of 

G.I.P. Railway Quarter, near Bombay Sandoharst on 4th March, 1933. Dr. 
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Ambedkar presided over the meeting. He divided before his followers "Do not 

depend upon God or Superman". To him, feeling of superman is responsible 

for the degration of our country.49 

Under the Chairmanship of Dr. B.R.Ambedkar, the third session of the 

Kolaba District Peasants Conference was held on 16 the December 1934 at 

Chari in Alibag Tulaka. The Conference organised by the peasants 

themselves. The cloth boards of the peasants conference decorated with flags 

bearing the slogans such as "Victory to the Peasants", "Peasants, Unite" etc. 50 

On 12th October, 1935, he arrived at Nasik and he inaugurated a library at 

Nasik City. In this connection a big procession was held before the procession 

he and said for his people that "You believe in self-help. You must stand on 

your feet and fight for your improvement"51 . He wanted the overall 

improvement of the down-trodden such as economic, social, educational and 

political etc. 

him, equal status in the Hindu society would be established through 

an elaborate scheme of education. The Hindu religion does not recognise the 

equal status and equal opportunities. The Hindu society is based on 

Chaturvarna system. He stated that "I solemnly assure you that I will not die 

as a Hindu". 52 

Dr. Ambedkar arranged the Untouchables of East and South of Thane 

District at Kalyan on 17th May, 1936. When he reached Kalyan Railway 

Station, he was greated by various leaders and his followers shouted outside 

the Railway station with the slogans of "Ambedkar Jindabad, Thode din me 

Bhimraj. "53 

On 2nd June, 1936, the Bombay Presidency Mang Conference was held 

at Naigaon, Dadar. The Mang Community unanimously stated that they are 

ready to change their religion for obtaining freedom and equality. On 16th 

June, 1936, a meeting organised by Dr. B.R.Ambedkar at DamodarThakersey 

Hall, in Bombay. Both men and women attended belonging to the Devdasi, 

Potraje, Bhute, Aradhi and Jogtini etc. They were ready to change their 

religion with Dr. Ambedkar. 

On 30th May, 1937, a meeting of the Independent Labour Party was 

held at the Kamgar Maidan, Parel, Bombay. The meeting was held to 

congratulate the representatives who were elected in the executive counciL 
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Dr. Ambedkar was on his way to Dhulia on a Professional visit on 31st July, 

1937. His follower shouted with a new slogan - "Who is Ambedkar?" 

"Ambedkar is our King!". 54 

On 30th December, 1937, the Sholapur District Conference of the 

Depressed Classes was held and Dr. Ambedkar presided over the conference. 

He told his people to safe themselves from Congress exploiters for their future 

beneficiary in life. The President of the Pandharpur Municipality and Dr. 

Ambedkar participated the conference which was held at Pandharpur 

Municipal Dharamshala of Sholarpur District on 31st December, 1937. 

Dr.Ambedkar told before the conference relating to the problems of the 

Untouchables. He demanded (i} an equal status of the Untouchables in Hindu 

Society through abolition of caste system. (ii} The untouchables should be 

given the proper share of national wealth through avoiding capitalist ideology 

of Mahatma Gandhi. (iii) The self-respect and self -help movement on the plea 

of ideology that they had nothing to lose and everything to gain by the step. 

The peasants from the District such as Thane, Kolaba, Ratnagiri, 

Satara and Nasik came to the Council Hall in Bombay by the trains and 

streamers with tom clothes on, blankets and bundles on their shoulders and 

stuffs in their hands on lOth January. 1938. Under the leadership 

Ambedkar they came to Bombay to express their miserables grivances. Their 

processions came from three sides i.e. one from Parel, the second one is from 

Alexandra Docks and the third from chowpathy carries with the solgans such 

as "Down with the Khoti System", "Support Ambedkar's Bill". 55 The 

peasants processionists interviewed ·with Chief Minister who was 

Primier. They demanded : 

called 

(i) The minimum standard of wages should be given to the 

agricultural labourers. 

{ti) The Khoti System and the Inamdar System, Landlordism should 

be abolished. 

(iii) The land revenue should be reduced. 

(iv) Reduction of 50o/o of irrigation rates payable by small holders, 

etc. 
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On 12th February, 1938, the Bombay Province Depressed Classes 

Youth Conference was held under the Presidentship of Dr. Arnbedkar. He 

speaks before the conference on the purposes of the down-trodden classes 

that the lack of education is a sword and being a double-edged weapon. To 

him, "Character is more important than education. An educated man without 

character and humility was more dangerous than a beast. "56 

On December, 1938, Dr. Arnbedkar by an address stated that the Caste 

Hindus are responsible for the sin of Untouchability. To him, to solve the 

problems of untouchability is more urgent important than the winning swaraj. 

"Untouchables Independent Day" was organised at Mahad on 19th 

March, 1940 on behalf of Independent Labour Party. Under the Presidentship 

of Dr. i'.mbedkar a Ma..l}ar and Mang Vatandars conference was held on 23rd 

February, 1941 at Tadval (Doki} Sholarpur District. In this conference he 

praised the administration of Mysore and Baroda states for their treatment of 

down-trodden classes. The Hyderabad state also extended facilities for 

improvement of down-trodden classes. On 24th September, 1941, a public 

lecture was held under the auspices of the Mahar Community at R.M. Bhatt 

High School, PareL Dr. Arnbedkar delivered his speech on 'Mahar Battalion'. 

By his delivering speech he welcomed to his community specially those who 

are educated of his community to join military force. He also demanded on the 

Government of India to appoint Mahar Officers in Mahar Battalion. 

On the 1st January, 1927, a meeting was held at the Koregaon War 

Memorial by the Depressed Classes. Dr. B.R.Arnbedkar addressed in the 

meeting at the Memorial. He had announced and told before the meeting that 

the Untouchables had been serving as a military force in the British Army. 

They had fought in the Sepoy Mutiny against the Britishers. The Bombay 

Army was consisted of all classes and all religious like Hindus, Muslims, Jews 

and Christians. Among the Hindus of Maharashtra, the Parwaris (Mahars) 

were more numerous that the Rajputs and some other higher castes. The 

Mahars Castes of the Maharashtra belonged to Pawaris. Dr. Arnbedkar 

himself belonged to Parwaris Castes. 

Trymbak is a place of pilgrimage for the Hindus. On 18th January, 

1928, a meeting was held by the Depressed Classes at Trymbak, near Nasik 

to consider a. proposal for building a temple in the name of their great saint 
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Chokhamela. Dr. Ambedkar was invited for presiding over the meeting. Mr. 

B.K.Gaikward, Bhalerao, Pinjaji, Mavsaji Jadhav etc. addressed the meeting. 

Dr. Ambedkar did not support the idea of separate temples. To him, the 

building -expenses would have been a financial burden. He was more of a 

utilitarian than an idol worshipper. Dr. Ambedkar's views was that the saint

poets of Maharashtra belonging to Bhagavat Dharma. The Bhagawat Dharma 

did not protest against the Caste System. Dr. Ambedkar stated at the meeting 

that "Yet from the view point of the annihilation of caste" the struggle of the 

saints did not have any effect on society. According to Dr. Ambedkar, the 

value of man is axiomatic. Self-evident, it does not come to him as the result 

of the gilding of Bhakti. The saints were unable to establish the equality, 

justice and humanitarianism. 

The second session of Ratnagiri District, Bahishkd.t Parishad was held 

on 13th April, 1924 at Chilun under the auspices of Bhartiya Bahiskd.t Samaj 

Sewak Sangh and under the Presidentship of Dr.B.R.Ambedkar. The editor 

of 'Samata' Mr. Deorao Naik, S.N.Shivatarkar, D.V.Pradhan, S.S.Gupte, 

B.R.Kadrekar also attended the He stated in the Conference that 

the slavery "'"<OTA111 

on the abolition 

Hindu Society should be abolished. He emphasised 

land Konkan called KhotL On 14th April, at 

Ratnagiri District Agriculturists Conference was held at Chiplun. Dr. 

Ambedkar presided over the conference. He told his people that his main aim 

of life was the struggle for the welfare of the Depressed Classes. To him, "the 

Khoti System is sucking your blood". This system of land tenure must 

abolished. The peace and progress of the dm:vn-trodden classes will bring 

through the abolition of the Khoti System. 

The Sant Samaj Sangh is a spiritual association of the Depressed 

Classes. The 36th Anniversary of the Sangha was celebrated at Poona on 27th 

September, 1930. For uniting the masses and the Depressed Classes the Sant 

Samaj Sangh organisation was a moral force. 

The Bombay Depressed Classes assembled on the maidan (ground) 

outside the Damodar Thackersey Hall, Parel, Bombay on 2nd Octobler, 1930, 

in evening to wish bon voyage to Dr. B.R.Ambedkar. He addressed the 

meeting at great length. He expressed his views among the Depressed Classes 

relating to their political and social welfare. He demanded to the upper castes 
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for 'Swaraj' for the Depressed Classes. He also intended to go to Russia, 

Germany, America and Japan for propaganda on behalf of the Depressed 

Classes. 

As a representative of Untouchables Classes, Dr. Arnbedkar attended 

the second session at Round Table Conference. On 15th August, 1931 he left 

for London. On this purpose a farewell function was organised at Sir Cawasji 

Jahangir Hall on 14th August, 1931. He raised his voices among the down

trodden classes that the "power and prestige will come to you through 

struggle". Dr. Ambedkar visited Madras in 1932. Near about 10,000 men 

belonging to the Depresses Classes received Dr. B.R.Arnbedkar at Madras : 

Muslims, Christians and Non-Brahmins also participated in the reception 

ceremony. 

On 4th May, 1932, Dr. B.R.Ambedkar returned from Simla to Bombay. 

On 6th May, 1932, he left Bombay by Calcutta Mail to attend the All Indian 

Depressed Classes Congress at Kamptee, near Nagpur. On 7th May, 1932, 

Mr. Tularam Sakhare M.L.C. and other leaders recieved Dr. Ambedkar on the 

platfonn'. The Depressed Classes people cries on the platform with the slogan 

"Long Live Ambedkar". Mr. Hardas L.N the Chairman of the Depressed 

Classes Congress emphasised the need for unity among Depressed Classes. 

He also remarked that "with separate electorate we will swim or sink." Political 

rights are essential for the Depressed Classes, It was demanded that the 

down-trodden classes should be given the political right under the new 

constitution of India. In the Second session of the Round Table Conference 

Dr. Ambedkar and Rao Bahadur were present at the session they 

explained the circumstances the separate electorates and reserved seats in 

the legislature. They realised that for the upliftment of the exterior classes the 

political right should be given in the new constitution. Dr. B.R.Ambedkar 

wanted not only the temples, or wells or inter-caste dinners but also 

Government service, food, clothing, education and other opportunities for the 

Depressed Classes. To him, political power must precede social reform and 

without political power to the Depressed Classes, their- status would not be 

improve. 

On 18th February, 1933, Thane District Conference was held at 

Kasara. Dr. Ambedkar presided over the Conference. In this Conference, he 
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raised his voice against the spiritualistic fads and superstitions among the 

Depressed Classes. To him, bread is better than temple entry or the worship 

of God. He told the Untouchables "we want equality in Hindu religion. The 

Chaturvarna system of Hindu soceity must be rooted out. He advised to his 

people that "Do not believe in fate. Believe in your strength." In the last week 

of February, 1933, a meeting of the Depressed Classes was held and in this 

meeting Dr. Ambedkar raised his voice against the tyranny, injustice and false 

traditions. 

On 13th October, 1935, Dr. Ambedkar attended a conference of the 

Depressed Classes at Yeola (District Nasik). He laid emphasis on the spheres 

like economic, social, educational and political right of the Depressed Classes. 

He propagated that the do"\\.'TI-trodden classes are separate element from the 

upper caste Hindu society. Dr. Ambedkar propagated equal status a.-·1d 

position of the Depressed Classes like the caste Hindus. On 8th December, 

1935, the public meeting was held at Foras Road, Bombay. About 10,000 

down-trodden along with 50-75 Muslims and few Christians attended at this 

meeting. Dr. Solanki presided over the meeting. He had declared that the 

conversion would be the first aim at Mahar Conference. To support this 

declaration from the Maharashtra Untouchables Youths Conference was held 

on 11th and 12th January, 1936 at Pune. Prof. N.Shivraj was the president of 

the Conference. On Sunday 17th May, 1936, the Untouchables of East & 

South of Thane District arranged a large conference at Kalyan under the 

presidentship of Dr. B.R.Ambedkar. He reached Kalyan Railway Station at 3 

P.M. and outside the Railway Station shouted the slogans by the Depressed 

Classes with "Ambedkar Jindabad, thode din me Bhirnraj". 57 

According to Dr. Ambedkar, the problems of the Untouchability is a 

matter of class-struggle. There is a class struggle between Upper Caste 

Hindus and the down-trodden or Untouchables. Injustice is the main cause of 

the class-struggle by one class against another. The equal treatment among 

various classes of the Hindu society the class struggle was needed against 

Caste Hindus by Untouchables. The Class-struggle between the Caste Hindus 

and the Untouchables is a permanent phenomenon. It is a continuous 

process. The man-power, wealth and mental strength are the elements for 

class-struggle. The Untouchables had no trades, no business, no service and 

no land. The Bread and Butter cannot solve the problems of the 
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Untouchables. The education, economic, and unity among them is essential. 

The fmancial help is another instrument for running the class struggle. The 

Depressed Classes is oppressed classes because they have no strength. The 

Caste Hindus were more faithful to their own caste than Untouchables. It 

would create the class-struggle against injustice and tyrannical nature of the 

Upper Caste by the Depressed Classes. The Untouchables should be given 

special opportunities in the new constitution of India. The strength needs to 

be brought from outside and for this reason denounce for Hindu religion was 

essential. The ultimate goal of the society is to achieve happiness for the 

individual. The development or happiness of society is not the chief object of 

the individual but also creation of an ideal society. The concept of Hindu 

religion does not recognise equality. The society is necessary for the 

individual. The welfare is not the ultimate goal the Hindu religion. 

Individual is a of . Dr. .Ambedkar's ideal society based on 

liberty, equality and fraternity. He wanted to create an ideal society through 

the abolition of discrimination. According to Dr. Ambedkar, the man is born 

not only for the service of the society but for his self development. In 

developed countries one man cannot enslave another. 

He did not believe religion in which one class alone has a right to gain 

knowledge and another class has no right to gain the same. The religion 

should create the spiritual development of an individual. For the upliftment of 

an individual there are three elements namely; Sympathy, Equality and 

Liberty. To him, the Hindus have no sense of brotherhood towards Depressed 

Classes. The down-trodden classes are treated worse than foreigners. 

Inequality is the motto of the Hindu religion. To Dr. Arnbedkar, "Get educated 

yourselves, be clean, and then we will touch you, we will treat you as equals". 

Vedas, Smrities, Puranas and other epic should be abolished. These contain 

elements of the inequality. Equality, liberty and freedom should be enacted by 

the Law. Freedom of mind is the prime important concern of the Depressed 

Classes. The educated class of Mahars should be abolished the caste system. 

The uneducated and illiterate Mahars are the protagonists for abolition of 

caste. The caste system cannot be abolished by inter-caste dinner or inter 

castes marriages. The caste is an evil thought of mind. It is a disease of mind. 

Change of religion is the main way to abolish the caste system. Discrimination 

of the Hindu society which is deeply rooted of our Hindu mind should be 
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abolished. For annihilating the caste and the Untouchability from the Hindu 

society, the change of mind is necessary. 

The Muslims and the Christians had no right to enter into the Hindus 

temples, like Untouchables. The Muslims and the Christians have no rights 

to inter-caste marriages or interdining with the Hindus. The Hindus do not 

treat them equally. The conversion is the only way of abolition of casteism. In 

the Muslims and the Christians there is the casteism. The Buddhism is the 

only religion in which the casteism has no place. Therefore, there is no 

confusion for conversion into the Buddhism. Liberty, equality and fraternity 

are the mottos of the Buddhism. Untouchability is a main obstacle in the 

progress of life. It is impossible to eradicate the untouchability without the 

abolition of the discriminations. Unemployment is the main cause of the 

Untouchables. Man is not for religion, religion for man. 

On Tuesday the 2nd June, 1936, the Bombay Presidency Mangs 

conference was held at Naigaum, Dadar. From this Conference the Mangs 

Comminity had decided to change their religion for obtaining liberty, equality 

and fraternity a..•1:10ng unity of diversity in India. On Tuesday the 16th June 

1936. a meeting was held at Damodar Thakersay Hall, Bombay and men and 

women belonging to the Devdasi, Potraje, Bhute Aradhi and Jogtini attended 

the meeting for conversion the religion. The followers of Dr. Ambedkar believed 

him as the King. On July 31, 1937, Dr. Ambedkar was on his way to Dhulian 

on a professional visit. The Depressed Classes at Chalisgaon station raised a 

new slogan "Who is Arnbedkar?" "Ambedkar is our King". 58 

The District Conference of the Depressed Classes at Masur was held in 

1937. Dr. Ambedkar presided over the conference. ln this conference he 

raised his voice against Congress party. To him, Congress party was not a 

revolutionary body. Congress was not courageous body for the formulation of 

an ideal society or economic equality. On December 30, 1937, Dr. Ambedkar 

presided at the Sholapur District Conference of the Depressed Classes. His 

voice was against the exploiters, oppressors and blood suckers. On 31st 

December, 1937 a conference was held at the Municipal Dharmashala, 

Pandharpur. Dr. Ambedkar presided over the conference. He demanded: 

a) The Depressed Classes should be given an equal status in the 

Hindu society. 
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b) They should be given the proper share of national wealth. 

c) Self-respect and self-help movement would be motto of the 

Depressed classes. 

On lst January, 1938, Dr. Ambedkar made important speech in 

Sholapur. He declared that he had wanted a religion in which the people 

would be treated as equal status. The equality, liberty and fraternity should 

be established through peaceful method. 

Dr. B.R.Ambedkar presided the meeting of the peasants to the Council 

Hall in Bombay on 1Oth January 1938. Peasants from outlying districts such 

as Tha'la, Kolaba, Ratnagiri, Satara and Nasik came to Bombay in trains and 

steamers. They had expressed their grievances to Dr. Ambedkar. They 

marched with bearing slogans such as "Down with "Khoti System". "Support 

Ambedkar's Bill"59 . The reached the Esplanade Maidan 

near the Victoria Terminus 

Minister. 

the presented some demands to the Chief 

(i) The minimum standard of wages for agricultural labours. 

(ii) Immediate legislature should be abolished the Khoti system, the 

Inamdar System, landlordism. 

(iii} Reduction of fifty percent of irrigation rates payable by small 

holders. 

On January 15th, 1938, under the auspices of the Ahmednagar a 

meeting was held in the Kamgar Maidan under the Chairmanship of Dr. 

Ambedkar. Dr. Ambedkar, Bhawoosahed Gaikward and Shinde Master 

addressed the gathering in Marathi. They congratulate Mr. Prabhakar 

Janardan Roham, M.L.A. elected to the Bombay Legislative Assembly on the 

ticket of the Independent Labour Party. Mr. Rohan was elected based on fully 

support of the Depressed Classes of the Ahmednagar District. Therefore, Dr. 

Ambedkar expected him to safeguard the legitimate interest of the Depressed 

Classes. 

On 12th and 13th February, 1938, a conference of all the 

'Untouchables' workers of the 'Great India Peninsula' (GIP) Railway was held 

at Manmadand and was named as 'Dalit Kamagar (Workers) Nagar: Dr. 

Ambedkar was Chairperson on 12th & 13th February,l938. Dr. Ambedkar 
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made a halt at 'Dalit-Kamagar (workers) Nagar, and visited Satara and 

Kazisangavi. A "Youth Conference' was arranged on Saturday February 12th, 

1938 and Dr. Ambedkar was Chairperson. On 13th February, 1938, 

Untouchable Women's Conference was held under the Chairmanship of Mr. 

Mainabai Shamrao Bhole. Mrs. Venubai Ravikant Jadhav Das was elected as 

Chairperson of the conference. Dr. Ambedkar addressed those women about 

the movement and guided them. He was welcomed in 'Dalit Kamgar Nagar' 

with the slogans of "Long Live Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar", "Workers Victory", 

etc. 60 The Depressed Classes who are working as Railwaymen on the GIP 

Railway attended the conference. They attended as labourers or workers. 

Social and economic grievances are expressed by the conference. Liberty, 

equality and fraternity agitated by the Depressed Classes. The Down-trodden 

classes are appointed in the spinning department. That was the lowest paid 

department. There was no higher grade or position of the Depressed Classes 

on the Railways. They appointed as house slave of the Station Master. Dr. 

Ambedkar agitated the separate trade union to protect the Depressed Classes. 

Through the separate trade union the down trodden classes will enter into the 

political phenomenon for their self interest. The Brahmin classes do not 

recognise the social rights of the Depressed Classes such as inter-dining or 

inter-marriage. The civic rights and social rights are essential for themselves. 

A public meeting was held on March 19th, 1938, under the auspices of 

the 'Somvanshiya Hatakaraka Samaj' at Tandwadi Mazgaon. Dr. Ambedkar 

and Dr. P.G.Solanki' presided over the meeting. Dr. Ambedkar addressed the 

Konkan Panchmahal Mahar Conference at Kankavli, Ratnagiri District on May 

14th, 1938. He advised to take thier legal rights such as the use of Public 

wells and Dharmashalas, education etc. He welcomed to all Depressed 

Classes to join the Independent Labour Party. 

On 22th and 23th October, 1938 a meeting was held at the Premabhai 

Hall, Ahmedabad. He opposed to Gandhi's Politics. He had no faith in Gandhi 

and his ideologies. To him, the Congress Government was not sincere to 

reducing the land revenue. The Government of Bombay recommended the 

grant of waste lands to the down-trodden classes for cultivation, recruitment 

of the down-trodden classes in the police service and reservation for 

Depressed Classes. It has been seen that the Congress Government did not 

take special care for the exterior classes. Congress is not engaged in an anti-
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imperialist struggle. For the upliftment of the down trodden classes the class

consciousness among them is essential. They belonged to a class which is 

separate from the upper caste Hindu. 

Under the Presidentship of Dr. Ambedkar a conference was held at 

Makaranpur, district East Khandesh on 30th December, 1938. Following 

resolutions were passed by the conference: 

(i) giving watan land to Mahars; 

(ii) reservation of seats for Untouchables; 

(iii) observance of "Dr. Ambedkar Day" on 14th April every year, and 

(iv) supporting the declaration of Dr. Ambedkar of leaving the Hindu 

religion, as the Untouchables did not believe in Hindu J'viaha 

Sabha, Arya Samaj or the Congress.61 

Ambedkar wanted to establish an ideal society which consists with 

liberty, equality and fraternity. To him, the real socialism would be 

established in India under the rule of peasants and workers. The progress of 

the Depressed Classes depended upon the development of education. On ll th 

January, 1950, the students of Siddarth College had organised a student's 

Parliament on the presence of Dr. B.R.Ambedkar. The Students Parliament 

was arranged in Sundarabai HaiL He described the Hindu Code Bill as radical 

revolutionary. He stated that the new Republican Constitution of India had 

given a positive direction that the Government should endeavour to prepare a 

Civil Code for the benefits of the country as a whole. The same class should 

we.rnc:a the Hin:du social and religious life. The laws should be easily applied 

to all societies without castes, creed, religion and also regional barriers. He 

stated that the Hindu Shastras and Srnritis should be abolished. "He 

concluded that in Hinduism the property was governed by Dayabhag system, 

the child belonged to the caste of the father under pitrisavarnya; divorce was 

supported by Kautilya and Parashara Smriti; and women's rights to property 

were supported by Brihaspati Smriti". 62 

On 11th January, 1950 a meeting of the Bombay Scheduled Castes 

Federation was held at Nare Park, Parel. Two lakhs men, women and children 

of the Depressed Classes presented with the slogan of "Ambedkar Ki Jai." He 

stated that he had entered the Constituent Assembly for the safeguarding of 
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the Depressed Classes. Republican Day was declared at the new 

Maharashtrian Institutions of New Delhi on 27th January, 1950. 

On May 2, 1950 on the ocassion of Lord Buddha anniversary day the 

Harijans people embraced Buddhism. He had chosen the Buddha religion 

because in this religion has no any discrimination and the religion does not 

believe in caste system. From 15th May to 6th June, 1950, the Conference of 

the World Fellowship of Buddhists was held at Conerly (Ceylon). Dr. 

Arnbedkar attended the conference. He stated in this conference that the 

Buddhism is the main aim for the upliftment of the Down-trodden classes. 

Buddhism opposed inequality, authority and division of society. That is why 

the Buddhism was suitable to him and for his fellow members. Equality is the 

main feature of Buddhisn1. The religion of the Buddha gives freedom of 

thought and freedom of self-development to all. Therefore, it is rightly has 

been say that the Buddhism paved way for establishment of democratic and 

socialistic pattern of society in India. The Buddha religion is based upon 

ethical principles. On December 16, 1950, Dr. Arnbedkar addressing a rally of 

50,000 people under the auspices of the Belgaum District branch of the 

Scheduled Castes Federation. He stated regarding the women empowerment 

in India that was made by Dr. Ambedkar in Hindu Code Bill. The women 

must be enjoyed the rights of wealth, rights to education, rights to freedom. 

Dr. Ambedkar delivered his speech at Bombay on 12th June, 1951. The 

Scheduled Castes should give up their political aloofness. They should be 

given chance for cooperation to each other. The Buddhism is the pave way for 

socialist pattern of system. The symbol of the Scheduled Caste Federation is 

'Elephant'. Dr. Ambedkar emphasised on 'one man one vote in the economic 

and social life of India'. 

On 26th November, 1951, a joint meeting of the Praja Socialist Party 

and the Scheduled Castes Federation was held in the Sir Cawaji Jehangir 

Hall, Bombay. Dr. Ambedkar delivered his speech and he told about the role 

of the Congress Party. To him, the Congress has failed to give to the people. 

He emphasised on opposition political parties for the political voice of the 

people. The General Secretary of the Socialnist Party, Mr. Ashok Mehta told in 

an election meeting at Chowpatty on 23rd December, 1951, that the alliance 
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between the Socialist Party and the Scheduled Caste Federation has created a 

new force. The alliance of them created to oppose the Congress. 

On 31st May, 1952, Dr. Ambedkar's friends, well wishers fans and the 

employees of People's Education Society arranged a Grand Dinner. Various 

eminent distinguish personalities like Principal Dr. V.S.Prabhakar Pandhye, 

Mr. B.H.Rao, Mr. W.Alfred and so on participated the dinner. On December 

16, 1952 the annual meeting conference of Elphinstone College was held and 

Dr. Ambedkar told regarding the problems of modem students. He 

emphasised on reorganisation of university education. On December 24, 

1952, Dr. B.R Ambedkar on December addressed the annual gathering of the 

students of the Rajaram College, Kolhapur. To him, knowledge is the 

foundation of a man's life. The Youth Assembly in Bombay was held on 2nd 

May, 1953. He emphasised on "Wipe out of existence System". To him ancient 

superstitions based Hindu society should be abolished. 

The chief founder of the Indian Constitution Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 

presided over a meeting held under the auspices of the Buddha Dharma 

Prachar Sarnity on 27th May, 1953, at Nare Park, Parel, Bombay to celebrate 

Lord Buddha's birthday. He said in this celebrating meeting that unless a 

casteless and classless society was created, there would be no progress in the 

country .. Casteless and classless society based on liberty, equality and 

fraternity. The Buddhism is based on casteless society. On June 3, 1953, a 

public meeting held under the auspices of the Scheduled Caste Mahila 

Mandai at Rawli Camp, Sion, Bombay. Dr. Babasaheb adviced to 

trodden classes emancipate their miserable conditions. The political, 

social, religious and economic conditions should be improved. 

Dr. Ambedkar's philosophy of life is based on the three works i.e. 

liberty, equality and fraternity. He rejected the caste based Hindu philosophy. 

In his philosophy of liberty, equality and fraternity had a place and he added 

limited liberty. To him, unlimited liberty destroyed equality, and absolute 

equality left no room for liberty. He emphasised on equality before law and 

equal protection law. He did not believe that law can be a guarantee for 

breaches of liberty and inequality. He gave the highest emphasised on 

fraternity to protect the Depressed Classes. Brotherhood and humanity is 

necessary for obtaining the social rights of the Depressed Classes. To him, law 
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should be secular typed. The fraternity or religion is sacred which everybody 

must respect. His social ideals were fraternity based which found in Buddhist 

religion. Buddhism is not a religion which is alien to India. Social equality is 

the essential principle of Buddhism which they want. Buddhism is rational 

religions in which there can be no place for discrtmination or superstition. He 

believed in communism, but not Marxism. His communism is based on 

Satyagraha and Ahimsa. He believed in social democracy. The Indian society 

does not recognise the individuals. The Indian society consists with castes. 

XVII. The Election Manifesto of the Scheduled Castes Federation 

On 6th Oct, 1951, an Executive Committee Meeting of All India 

Scheduled Castes Federation was held at the residence of Dr. B.R.Ambedkar 

at New Delhi decide the Election Mar..ifesto. The Executive Committee 

decided that the Federation should not have alliance with Congress, Hindu 

Maha Sabha, R.S.S., Communist Sangh. The Ad hoc 

Committee composed with Dr. Arnbedkar, N. Shivra;j and Bapusaheb Rajbhoj. 

The decision was taken that the Adhoc Committee would take the approprtate 

decisions. In the meeting emphasised was given to make the 'Samata Sainik 

Dal' of Scheduled Castes Federation stronger and effective The manifesto 

prepared by the All India Scheduled Castes Federation and approved 

unanimously. The manifesto released on 7th October, 1951 and it was 

welcomed by the Indians and the w·estern journalists. It was unique policy of 

the federation. On 3rd October, 1951, the manifesto of the All India Scheduled 

Castes Federation published in 'The Times of India'. The executive committee 

of the federation emphasises on : 

l. Birth Control. 

2. Rapid production increased of agriculture and industrtalisation. 

3. Linguistic Provinces should be adopted in India. 

4. The Federation will advocate reduction of expenditure in the army, re

levy of the salt tax, abolition of prohibition and nationalisation of 

Insurance. 

5. The first duty of Indian foreign policy should be herself. 

6. Equality before law and equal protection of law should be established 

in India. 
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7. Rights to freedom i.e. religious, economic and political should be given 

to all citizens of India without castes, creed, religions etc. 

8. Parliamentary form of Government should be adopted in India. 

9. The Scheduled Castes Federation do not believe in totalitarianism. 

10. The Scheduled Castes Federation will not have any alliance with any 

reactionary party such as the Hindu Mahasabha and the R.S.S. 

11. Agriculture must be mechanised. The primitive method of agriculture 

should be avoided. Cultivation on small holdings must be replaced by 

large farms. The state should supply all the mechanised equipment for 

cultivation. The large scale farm should be avioded because it is 

difficult to implement co-operative farms or collective farm. On 7th 

November, 1951, the leader of the Scheduled Castes Federation Dr. 

Ambedkar to the Press Trust of India in an Interview said that the 

Federation seeks to fight the elections not only in alliance with socialist 

party. In this connection Dr. Ambedkar had a talk with Mr. Jayprakash 

Narayan. 

The first General Elections in India was held in the year 1952. Dr. 

Ambedkar wanted to have an alliance with Socialist Party. In Maharashtra, 

there was a talk for electoral alliance with the Peasants and workers party 

and the socialists. Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan and Mr. Ashok Mehta contacted 

with Dr. Ambedkar through Acharya Donde, who met him at Delhi. Dr. 

Ambedkar filled his candidature for the House of People from Bombay city 

North constituency as a Reserved Candidate. The First General Election was 

held on 3rd January, 1952. Dr. Ambedkar claimed that the polling was 

heavily in favour of the Socialists and the Scheduled Castes Federation. Dr. 

Ambedkar was appointed as a first Law Minister in Independent India. The 

Congress nominees Mr. V.B.Gandhi and Mr. N.S. Karolkar (Scheduled Castes) 

were elected in the contest. Dr. Ambedkar submitted his election petition on 

21st April, 1952 to the Election Commission. On 21st and 28th February and 

9th October, 1953, the American Journalist Mr. Seling S. Harrison 

interviewed with Dr. Ambedkar on the topic of weaknesses of the Communists 

in the State of Maharashtra. Dr. Ambedkar organised Mahars as a political 

force. To him the Communist Party was initially handed by some Brahmin 
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boys. They had tried to win over the Maratha community and the Scheduled 

Castes. 

Dr. B.R.Ambedkar met with Hon'ble Minister of Andhra Pradesh Sri 

Bindu to Delhi. Hyderabad Government proposed to allot lands to Scheduled 

Castes people. Dr. Ambedkar asked Hon'ble Mr. Bindu to send a copy of that 

order as early as possible. Government of Hyderabad had taken back 

possession of the land which was allotted to Scheduled Castes. Against it the 

Scheduled Castes people started Satyagraha movement. About 1700 men and 

women belonging to Scheduled Castes in the Aurangabad arrested and send 

to jail offertng Satyagraha movement. Dr. Ambedkar wrote a letter dated the 

6th November, 1953 to Mr. Bindu for wanting the copies of the decision taken 

by the Hyderabad Government in regard to the grant of land to the Scheduled 

Castes. 

21st August, 1955, a meeting 

Scheduled Castes Federation was held at 

Presidentship of Dr. Ambedkar. 

Working Committee of 

House, in Bombay under the 

After a long discussion, the Working Committee of the Scheduled 

Castes Federation decided and resolved that the President should be 

empowered draft a resolution on Linguistic Provinces embodying the 

following points : 

1. The State should be divided as to maintain a Unity of the 

Country. 

The administrative languages should be English and Hindi. 

3. Bombay should belong to the United Maharashtra. 

4. Hyderabad City should be a second capital of India making it a 

Governor's Province. 

5. Hyderabad State be divided into different Linguistic Units. 63 

The Motto of the Working Committee of All India Scheduled Castes 

Federation was "a political party does not exist merely for the sake of winning 

election. A political party exists for the sake of education, agitating and 

organising the people." 64 
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XVID. Samata Sainik Dal 

On 30th January, 1944, a conference of the Samata Sainik Dal was 

held at Kanpur. Dr. B.R.Ambedkar was present and presided over the 

Conference. Mr. B.K.Gaikward was the president of the Conference. After a 

long discussion, the Conference passed some resolutions. Mr. B.K.Gaikward 

had sent a draft of the Constitution of the Samata Sainik Dal to Dr. 

B.R.Ambedkar for approval on 8th December, 1944. For emancipation from 

all oppression, exploitation and slavery of the Depressed Classes the Samata 

Sainik Dal was constituted. It is an organisation of the Dalits Classes. The 

··Dal" is a branch of the 'All India Scheduled Castes Federation'. 

The Aims and Objectives of the Samata Sainik Dal : 

The Samata Sainik is a of the .i\11 India Scheduled Caste 

Dal is affiliated by the All India Scheduled Caste Federation. 

aims and objectives of the Dal are as given below : 

(i} Removal of all inequality based on race, religion, caste, sex or 

classes; 

(ii) To unite the members of the Scheduled Caste communities; 

(iii) To build a society based on the freedom and equality for all; 

(iv) To improve the social, cultural and political activities of the 

Scheduled Castes communities. 65 

It was decided that the Samata Sainik Dal shall consist of physical, 

intellectual and military types. The Dal shall organise training Camps, 

Schools, Clubs, Classes Lecturers, Debates, Libraries etc. There are Sainik, 

non-officer and officer superior. The Sainik officers and non-officers of the Dal 

were decorated by uniform as follows : 

Sainik: Half Pant Khaki 

Half Shirt Khaki 

Folding Cap 

Canvas Brown Shoes or Pathani Socks and (Chappals) 

a stick ( 4 Vz feet long) 

Non Officer =Half Pant Khaki 



- 215 -· 

Half Shirt Khaki 

Brown Boots 

Woolen Socks Khaki 

Hat-Khaki 

One cane, one whistle and khaki bandage cloth 

Officer Superior : Bush Coat. 

It was decided that the Sainiks and Officers of the Dal would be 

suspended for smoking, drinking or disobedience of the law of the Dal. The 

flag of the All India Samata Sainik Dal was four feet in length and 2 feet :in 

width. The colour of the flags was deep blue with 11 pointed stars in white 

colour in the comer the flag. There was a sun in the middle the flag 

white colour. In the bottom right comer of the flag the letters S.S.D. 

pointed out in white colour. The meaning of the flag is liberty, equality and 

fraternity. 66 

The Samata Sainik Dal Conference was held July 20, 1942, at Mahan 

Park, Nagpur. The distinguish leaders including Dr. B.R Ambedkar were 

presente and addressed the conference. The conference decided to establish 

the Branches of the Samata Sainik Dal in every province. It was resolved that 

the Dal is a force to protect the aggression from the German and Japanese 

military. Dr. Ambedkar addressed by sayng that the samata Sainik Dal is an 

intergral part of the Depressed Classes movement. This is based on liberty, 

equality and fraternity. 

To eradicate the social evils, the right to education of women is 

essential. He adviced to his people to learn clean, provide education to their 

children and all inferiority complexes should be removed. 

When Dr. Ambedkar was a student of Columbia University, New York, 

U.S.A. in 1916, then he had sent a letter to the Editor of "The Chronicle" to 

publish the letter proposed to establish a library in Bombay to be called "Sir 

Pherozshah Mehta Library". He argued that the proposed library will be 

helpful for all people including the down-trodden classes for their intellectual 

development. 
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"Bhaurao Patils's Insititution" made by Dr. B.R.Ambedkar. The 

institution runs by the great Social Reformer and Educationist Karmavir 

Bhaurao Patil at Satara. 

He advised to his followers that the socio-economic and educational 

improvements are more essential rather than temple entry and interdining 

and inter-marriage of the Untouchables. Every child of the Untouchables 

should to be sent to public schools. Improvement of personality of the down

trodden classes is more important than temple entry. To propagate the causes 

of the untouchables Mr.Mahatma Gandhi started a newspaper under the title 

as "Harijan" on February 11, 1933. Dr. Ambedkar stated that "the outcaste is 

a by-product of the caste system. Nothing can emancipate the outcastes 

except the destruction of caste system". In reply, Mr. Mahatma Gandhi said 

that "Untouchability is the product not of the caste system, but of the 

distinction of high and low, that has crept into Hinduism and is according to 

it. The attack on untouchability is an attach upon this high and lowness."67 

The Hindu social system is based on Dharma as prescribed in 

Manusmriti. The Smriti religion based Hindu society must be removed. He 

announced to his community to change Hindu religion. He thought that the 

Harijan community should be completely absorbed into some powerful 

community. There is no liberty, equality and fraternity in Hindu society. The 

Hindu society is truly based on Smriti religion. There is no morality and 

ethical matters in Hindu society. For this, he renounced his own religion and 

embraced Buddhism because the Buddhism beliefs in liberty, equality, 

fraternity. 

On 31st January, 1944 Dr. Ambedkar presided on meeting organised 

by the All-India Scheduled Castes Federation held at Cownpore. He emphasis 

to work for the uplift of his community than Swaraj of the country. He 

appealed to the Scheduled Castes people to discard Hinduism. Dr. 

B.R.Ambedkar, Labour Member of the Viceroy's Executive Council presented 

his speeches before the Scheduled Castes organisation. 

On October 3, 1954, Dr. Ambedkar speeches through All-India Radio 

relating to his philosophy of life. He stated that the Hindu social philosophy is 

based on social graded of inequality. The three words i.e. "liberty, equality and 

fraternity" are his social philosophy of life. He borrowed the concept of liberty, 
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equality and fraternity from the French-Revolution. The roots of his social 

philosophy are religion but not on political science. The teaching of Buddha 

religion is his social ideology which is based on liberty, equality and fraternity 

and collectively called brotherhood or humanity. His philosophy of life is 

safeguard ofthe down-trodden classes. 
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