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As we noted in chapter 1, the primary objective of the proposed 

study was to make an intense study for deeper understanding of 

political democracy in Sikkim. SJP led by Bhandari swept the 1979 

elections with 17 Assembly seats including 1 Sangha seat and 

formed the government. Since then, from 1979-1994, Sikkim's 

politics was almost dominated by Bhandari and his party, SJP 

(1979-1984) and SSP (1984-1994). Thus for 15 years Bhandari was 

the uncrowned monarch of Sikkim (Chakravartti, 1994). After the 

end of Bhandari's regime, Sikkim Democratic front led by Pawan 

Chamling swept the poll by winning 19 out of 32 seats and formed 

the government in 1994. In the same manner like SSP, SDF also 

dominated the Sikkim's politics from 1994 till date. The victory of 

SJP and later the SSP and SDF without much resistance means that 

there was and still is a one - party -system and one - man - rule in 

Sikkim for almost 30 years. 

The objective was also to analyze the reason behind the 

political domination of one party, first SJP/SSP and second SDF, for 

long phases in the state policy of Sikkim till date and its implications 

for Sikkim's politics. The other related objective of the proposed 

research work will be to make way for a better understanding SDF as 

a regional party. These areas have not been covered and received 

adequate attention from research scholars and the academia working 

on Sikkim earlier. The Study on these particular areas would help us 

to understand the state of the state from 1994 till present day. More 

particularly the study was undertaken to understand the 
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performance, governance and achievement of the SDF as a regional 

party and its role to bring about political democracy in Sikkim. 

The path of democratization in one country is different from 

that in another. However, democratization in Sikkim took not just a 

different but an unusual path. It was not effected through national 

conferences or through military regime nor it was similar to the 

process of its neighbouring country Nepal, where after several 

popular movements for decades to establish democracy people finally 

succeeded in putting an end to the powers of the King in 2006 nor 

like Bhutan, where instead of people demanding for democracy, it 

was gifted by the king out of benevolence. While different factors 

played a determining role in bringing about transition to democracy 

in different countries in the world at different phases; most of those 

factors like colonialism, economic development, rise of the middle 

classes, political culture and external factors like role of international 

financial institutes were not relevant in this tiny kingdom of Sikkim. 

As it has appeared, More than any other factor external threat and 

role of outsiders played an important role in Sikkim's transition. 

Sikkim was spurred by very real external threat. She faced hostile 

neighbors from all directions. This threat put pressure on elites who 

saw both state capacity and economic growth as key strategies to 

maintain independence from external, existential threats. In the early 

years Sikkim's foreign contact was entirely with her northern 

neighbor Tibet. Both the countries shared matrimonial relations too 

but the attitude of Tibet was uncertain. With her Himalayan 

neighbor, namely, Bhutan to the east and Nepal in the west, her 

experience had been none too healthy. Bhutanese forces in history 

invaded Sikkim and occupied the capital Rabdantse and Kalimpong 

was snatched from Sikkim. Nepal was no less on the western border. 

They made frequent attacks into Sikkim's territory in their 

expansionist pursuit. They almost succeeded in annihilating it and 

would have perhaps permanently done so had it not been for the 
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British who came to the scene well in time. The popular dissent and 

demonstration of 1973 in Sikkim was to abolish monarchy and to 

establish democratic form of government but Sikkimese had to pay 

handsomely for democracy. Transition to democracy occurred in 

Sikkim with heavy condition: it had to lose its sovereignty and 

become a part of India for democracy. Although Sikkim became a 

part of India in 1975 through a 'Special poll' which was held on 14 

April, 1975 to seek public opinion on the issue: the abolition of the 

institution of Chogyal and Sikkim's merger with India and the result 

went overwhelmingly in favor of the merger; some Sikkimese 

admitted that they did not want the Chogyal but they wanted even 

less to be a part of India. They were allowed no choice." (Datta-Ray S. 

K., 1984, pp. 308-309) Hence, Sikkim became a part of India by 

default. A liberated country often adopts democracy as the best form 

of governance the outgoing century has known but what happened in 

Sikkim was just the opposite. Sikkimese had to exchange the 

country for democracy. A merger with India was the price the 

Sikkimese was to pay in exchange for democracy. Probably Sikkim's 

is the dearest democracy in the world. 

As the subsequent chapters have shown, the hypothesis that 

we put forward was largely borne out by our study. In Chapter 2 we 

have tried to analyse the beginning of political democracy in Sikkim. 

For analyzing this, firstly, we have tried to trace the evolution of 

Sikkim as a kingdom. We have tried to examine how the land of 

Lepchas came to be ruled by Bhutias. We have tried to discuss the 

reign of all the twelve Chogyals of Sikkim, underscoring the 

important events that occurred in Sikkim under each Chogyal in the 

perspective of internal administration and external relations with its 

neighbouring countries. The chapter also tried to examine the impact 

of its proximity with Tibet and British India and tried to explore the 

implication of Indian independence on this tiny Himalayan kingdom. 

The chapter attempted to study as to how people in Sikkim like in 
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many other princely states also became restless and conscious of 

their political rights after 194 7 which resulted in formation of some 

political parties for the first time in Sikkim and demanding for 

political rights and democracy. In course of time more political 

parties came into existence and they started pressurizing the 

Monarch from time to time for political rights and democracy which 

culminated into the popular agitation of 1973 for democracy. Since 

Sikkim was India's protectorate after the 1950 Indo-Sikkimese 

treaty, the Chogyal sought the Indian intervention to control the 

situation. As an outcome of the agitation, a Tripartiate agreement 

between India, the Chogyal and leaders of different political parties 

was materialized. This was viewed as Sikkim's road to democracy but 

the agreement could not meet the aspirations of people and also the 

Monarch. This further led Sikkim becoming an "associate state" of 

India and later a full-fledged state of the Indian Union. The quest for 

democracy ultimately led to the merger of Sikkim with India m 

1975.The chapter tried to evaluate in detail the state of affairs In 

Sikkim after the Indian Independence till the merger of Sikkim with 

India and tried to place the conflicting views and opinions of the then 

political leaders and people on the controversial merger and its 

unusual approach. 

The third chapter focused on the immediate events in Sikkim 

after its merger with India. It highlighted the difficulties faced by 

Sikkimese people to accept and adept to the new changed 

circumstances and tried to underline the insecurities faced by 

different communities of Sikkim in their own homeland. The naivety 

of the political leaders in hitherto unknown democratic setup 

coupled with dissatisfaction and insecurities of different 

communities of people in Sikkim made this phase quite grim and 

hazy which has been tried to highlight in this chapter. The chapter 

also highlighted the emergence of different regional political parties 

after the merger and most importantly focussed on the volatility of 
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Kazi's approaches which became the main factor of attrition of his 

credibility. The chapter also evaluated the first ever democratically 

contested election of 1979 after Sikkim became an Indian state and 

discussed different stands of political parties in the election, giving 

special emphasis on the emergence of SJP led by N.B. Bhandari 

which captured the seat of power in the 1979 election and tried to 

analyze how Bhandari could use the predicament in his favour. 

Chapter 4 focussed on the period after 1979 in which we see 

the domination of state politics by a regional party SJP (later 

changed its name to SSP) The chapter is entirely focused on 15 long 

years rule of Bhandari in Sikkim during whose time Sikkim 

underwent a metamorphosis. The chapter consecutively examined 

and evaluated the events that proceeded after Bhandari came to 

power. Bhandari's dismissal from the post of Chief Minister in his 

first term, his bouncing back to power with even more popularity and 

power has been discussed. The chapter also evaluated the 

performance of SSP vis a vis other political parties in the elections 

that followed after 1979 which shows SSP becoming stronger with 

each election. We have 1n this chapter tried to study how with 

absolute power B,handari Government became corrupted and 

dictatorial in course of time and which later proved to be one of the 

main reasons for his downfall. The chapter also tried to assess the 

challenges faced by Bhandari Government to retain its position and 

in this context the role and position of opposition political parties in 

Bhandari's rule has also been assessed. The focal point was to 

assess growth of democratic politics and safeguarding of democratic 

values and principles under Bhandari rule. 

Chapter 5 focussed completely on the SDF Party. It tried to 

map out the background and emergence of SDF led by Pawan 

Chamling. Chamling was a cabinet minister 1n Bhandari's 

Government who was expelled from the Cabinet. His expulsion was a 
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watershed in Sikkim's political history. The chapter tried to examine 

the reasons of dissention and expulsion of Chamling from SSP and 

has outlined the development in Sikkim's politics after his expulsion. 

It discussed in detail about the origin of Sikkim Democratic Front 

whose policies and programs were pro-poor and pro-people which 

was the demand of the day. The chapter summarized the Assembly 

elections in Sikkim after 1989 and tried to assess the performance of 

different political parties in the election while stressing on the 

performance of SDF as an alternative to SSP. It examines the issues 

and policies that SDF banked on to win the popular mandate in the 

1994 election. The chapter also focussed on all the Assembly 

elections that followed after SDF came to power in 1994 and tried to 

stress on how SDF went from strength to strength with each 

consecutive election. It provides an assessment of performance of 

SDF Government comparing and contrasting with that of SSP and 

also the role and function of opposition parties in the SDF rule. The 

chapter in fact attempted to trace the journey of SDF from its origin 

till the last Assembly election in 2009. On the basis of this chapters 

we can find support to our main hypothesis that neither political 

party in Sikkim nor the political democracy in Sikkim have been 

institutionalized in the real sense of the term. The hangovers of 

monastic-feudalistic past are still strong and political leaders cash 

on the subject culture of the region. The geo-strategic factors, 

particularly China's proximity has eased cash flows from the Center 

that do also help in maintaining status quo in every sense of the 

term. Political dominance of regional political party is an inseparable 

aspect of this process. Therefore, political parties founded and 

controlled by one charismatic leader and their absolute domination 

of state politics when in power are the natural outcome of such a 

state of politics. 

Discussion on SDF in chapter 5 was supported by interviews 

and survey where we wanted to find out the reason behind long spell 
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by SJPjSSP in the first phase and SDF in the second phase. We also 

wanted to assess the future prospect of SDF as the dominant 

regional party. Before we make some general comments along this 

line let us make some observations from our interviews. 

Most of the male respondents were literate even among the age 

group of above 60 years but female respondents of this age group 

were illiterate. Even among the age group of 40-60 years only 50% of 

females were literate. Among the 20-40 years age group, 90% of them 

were literate. The overall percentage of people who have stayed 

outside the State for more than 1 year is dismal. Among them, the 

percentage of females is lesser than that of males. Most of the males 

of all age group do not -vvant to contest in the election if given a 

chance. Some would contest only if the ruling party gives them 

tickets. They were not sure to contest from the opposition party, only 

a section want to contest in the election from any of the party and 

those were especially from unstable constituencies. 90% of females 

above 60 years do not want to contest in the election. Remaining 

10% would contest only if the ruling party gives them tickets. None 

of the female respondents of age 40-60 want to contest in the 

election from any of the party. But More than 50% of female 

respondents of age 20-40 would like to contest in the election from 

any of political party. 

In selection of candidates for elections most of the male 

respondents above 60 years gave first preference to the candidate 

projected by their favorite party. 50% male respondents of age group 

40-60 and 20-40 years also gave preference to the same criterion but 

the equal percentage of respondents were experimental and opted for 

independent candidates who are prom1s1ng about bringing 

development. Second preference was given to local candidates by all 

of them. The female respondents of all age group were not sure 

about their preferences.(! felt that their choices are influenced by 
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their family heads) Although the female respondents of 20-40 age 

group were also not specific about their choice of candidates but the 

candidates from their favourite party, and the candidates from local 

area were their preferences. Among all the respondents caste was not 

a determining factor 1n selecting candidates. Most of the 

respondents, both male and female of all age groups agree with the 

view that the word 'Sikkim" may be dropped from the names of either 

SSP or SDF without any consequences provided that the party does 

good work for the State. But the female respondents above 60 years 

were unsure and had no insight about its consequences. 

Most of the respondents (approx. 80%) both male and female of 

all age groups agree that there should be change in the government 

every 5 years. The percentage was higher among the young 

respondents. Rest of them disagreed or were not sure. Most of the 

respondents have worked together informally with someone or some 

group to solve a problem in a community they lived. They were 

socially active. The participation was less from among the female 

respondents of 20-40 age group. All the respondents of all age group 

have always voted in all the local and national elections. 

Both male and female respondents above 60 years rarely 

followed government and public affairs; even if they did, they 

followed only those affairs which affected them directly. Some 

followed what's going on in the government most of the time but they 

failed to do so due to the lack of communication. A high percentage 

of male respondents from other age groups followed government and 

public affairs most of the time. Quite a few followed sometimes. 

Female respondents were less interested in these affairs and kept 

track of only those affairs which affected them directly. Small section 

of people never followed governmental affairs. But almost all males 

and females were aware about which party was controlling the 

Assembly. General awareness about India was least among the male 
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respondents above 60 years. It was higher among the other two 

groups, the age group of 20-40 being the highest. Among the female 

respondents, almost all of them except the age group of 20-40 had 

no general knowledge about India. They were not well informed 

about Sikkim either but they had some idea about Sikkim as 

compared to India. Most of the females of 20-40 age groups were 

aware about general knowledge of India as well as Sikkim. 

Looking at three successive governments formed by the 

regional parties in Sikkim, 50% of the male respondents and 100% of 

female respondents above 60 years feel that life of common man has 

become better. Most female respondents above 60 years do not find 

much difference in their social status due to change of governments. 

Only some women found some differences but not drastic changes. 

Most of the females of 40-60 age group find some change in their 

status in the society and only small percentage feels there is not 

much changes. Most of the females of 20-40 age groups find great 

deal of changes and some find some changes. 

Most respondents both male and female above 60 years think 

that during SDF's rule there has been much development in their 

local area and in the state. Some think it was during SSP's rule 

instead of Kazi's and Chogyal's. These people had mixed views in 

scoring the two regimes they have seen. They scored them randomly. 

A handful of them scored Chogyal rule 100 out of 100. Most of their 

answers were irrelevant. But SDF's overall score was higher 

Most respondents both male and female of the age group 40-60 

are of the view that during SSP's regime most of the developmental 

work had taken place. They feel if it was not more than the SDF 

government it was not less either. They are of the view that 

infrastructural development had taken place in SSP Government and 

it is continued in SDF government too. These respondents of 40-60 
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age group could not make rational and relevant comparison between 

SSP and SDF government yet they viewed that there has been much 

· development in SDF government. The male respondents of 20-40 age 

group also have varied views regarding the development in their local 

area. 50% of them feel it is SDF and the rest feel it is SSP. Whereas 

All the female respondents of this age group feel that most of the 

development work in their local area has been done during SDF rule 

and scored SDF more than SSP. 

Both male and female respondents between the age group 20-

40 had diverse views towards the work of SDF government. Most of 

them feel that this government is doing good or fair job but not the 

excellent job. Some feel that the government is going on a right track 

, some says it depends on policy to policy and few of them 

feel government is going towards wrong direction. Among the male 

respondents between the age group 20-40, landslides and 

earthquake, the building of large residential complex and high rises, 

lack of effective opposition party followed by construction of dams for 

hydroelectricity generation, corruption in high places and promotion 

of economic growth were very serious issues. Although the females 

had diverse views about these issues, construction of dams for 

hydro-electricity generation and landslides and earthquakes were 

very serious issues. For 50% of both male and female of this 

category, the entry and presence of outsiders in Sikkim is somewhat 

serious or not too serious. 98% of female respondents taken together 

strongly agree with the view that 50% of our leaders should be 

women and they all were most likely to vote for women candidate in 

the election. Only a handful who were above 60 years were not sure 

or find no difference between men and women. Some are more likely 

to prefer men candidates as they find women candidates may change 

their residence after marriage. 
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Most male respondents gave their opinions on the absence of 

effective opposition party in Sikkim. Their views were diverse. Some 

opined that it was the weakness of opposition leaders that they join 

the ruling party or support them for their personal benefits. Some 

viewed that it was because of lack of political awareness among the 

people and absence of strong opposition party to make them aware 

and some opined that it was because people are pressurized by the 

ruling government in terms of their job and other benefits. Therefore 

even when they know the weaknesses of the ruling government they 

do not take risks and opt for opposition parties and bend towards 

the ruling party at the time of voting. 

Among the female respondents, 90% of them could not give 

any reason of lack of opposition. Only 1n one of the stable 

constituency reasoned that the good work and good quality of the 

leaders in power does not necessitate other political parties. Below 

we present some of our data in the forms of tables and charts to 

arrive at some general observations. 

Table 14: Distribution of Age Groups in the sample 

District 

234 



CHAPTER 6 : Summary and Conclusion 

Table 15: Domicile of Sampled Population 

District 
Staying In this place 

Table 16: Distribution of Religious Grouping 

Religion 

District 
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Table 17: Social Composition 

District 

Table 18: Literacy 

District 
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Table 19 : Functional Literacy Profile of Districts 

District 

Table 20 : Schooling 

District 
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Table 21 : Level of School Education 

Table 22 : Mobility of Population 

District 
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Table 23 : Political Orientation 

District Like to contest as member of ruling party 

Table 24 : Political Preference 

District Like to contest as member of Opposition party 
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Table 25 : Attitude to Regional Label 

District 

Table 26 : Incumbency 

Justification regarding Holding of Office for more than 5 years 
District 
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Table 27 : Community Participation 

District 
Effort to solve problem in the community where you live 

Table 28: Voting 

District 
Casting Vote in elections 
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Table 29 : Public Orientation 

Follow Government and Public affairs 
District 
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We tried to check the nature of political orientations with reference to 
following question : 

[(whom would do prefer to vote (indicate your order of 
preference, by putting number 1-5}] 

Question No.1 : 

Question No.2 : 

Question No.3 : 

Question No.4: 

Question No.5 : 

A candidate from your local area 

Candidates from your own caste/tribe 

A candidate put up by your favourite parity, 

regardless of caste or tribe consideration. 

A candidate who is local, from the same caste/ 

tribe of your own and put forward by any political 
party. 

A candidate who IS 

castejtribe of your 
independently. 

local, 
own 

from 
and 

the same 
contesting 

The way they ranked their preferences were as follows : 

Table 30 : Preferred candidate 
--

Rank 
Question Question Question Question Question 

No.1 No.2 No.3 No.4 No.5 

1 160 30 150 70 50 
f--- --

2 140 50 120 50 50 

3 120 130 50 140 30 

I r--- ---------

4 10 100 80 170 100 

5 20 140 50 20 220 

Total 450 450 450 450 450 
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The computed preferences can be seen in the following table. The 

results were not significant. 

Table 31: Preference of Candidates 

Political party Independent 
A candidate Candidates 

Question Type from local from own Candidate on Candidate who Candidate who 
favourite party is local and is local and 

area caste/tribe 
same caste same caste 

450 160 140 120 10 20 

I 

1-----------b--------~~---------r-----------+----------+-----------l 

~----:-:-:----+--1
3

-5:---f----1
5

:-o-----t--~-
3

o
0

---~r- : ~: j 

~
1 _____ ~~--- ---~-- ---~~--+-~----t---17_o ___ + __ 2_o _______ .j 

450 50 50 1 30 100 I 220 j 

____ Total ___ 46_0 ____ =--- 410 --~--- 470 
2
4
0

6.
4
0
4 

_ £. ~--2-~05_.__-000 _____ ~~~---_l 
_________ _«&____ 20.44 18.22 20.89 -- -- ------ _j 

Candidates preference for election 
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The respondents when asked to evaluate present regime responded 

to the following question positively: Would you say that the Present 

government is doing an excellent, good only fair or poor job? 

Table 32: Regime Performance 

Excellent Good Only fair Poor Don'tknow l 
20 70 50 00 20 

12.50 43.75 31.25 '---- 0.00 12.5d 

Performance of Present Government 
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This positive assessment was checked with another question: Would 

you say things in Sikkim are going in the right direction, or have 

they pretty seriously gotten off on the wrong track? The result was 

the same 

Table 33: Regime Evaluation 

Right direction Wrong track Depends Don't know 
25.00 12.50 50.00 12.50 

!------ --
40 20 80 20 

-

Is Sikkim are going in the right or wrong track? 

Right direction Wrong track Depends Don't know 
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The sensitivity to outsider's presence was found to be high. 

Table 34: Nativism 

Attitudes to the entry and presence of outsiders in Sikkim 

Very serious Somewhat Not too serious Don't know 
serious 

100 30 30 00 
ooo ·-

62.5 18.75 18.75 00 I 

The entry and presence of outsiders in Sikkim 

serious illl Somewhat serious Not too serious a Don't know 

0% 

247 



CHAPTER 6 : Summary and Conclusion 

Certain local issues were identified for respondents' reaction by 

asking them how serious the issue they would consider. Below we 

present them. 

Table 35 : Attitude to construction of dams for hydroelectricity 
generation) 

v ery serious Somewhat Not too serious Don't know 
serious J 

140 10 10 00 
87.5 6.25 6.25 00 

~-----------~-------

-~ 
__ j 

Construction of Dams for hydroelectricity generation 

Very serious Somewhat serious Not too serious illil Don't know 

0% 
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Table 36: Attitude to Landslides and earthquake 

-- --
Very serious Somewhat Not too serious Don't know 

serious 
150 10 00 00 

93.75 6.25 00 00 ____] 

landslides and earthquake 

Very serious II Somewhat serious Not too serious !ii Don't know 
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Table 37 : Attitude to Corruption in High Places 

Very serious Somewhat Not too serious Don't know 
serious 

130 20 10 00 
81.25 12.5 6.25 00 

-- ------

Corruption in High Places 

• Very serious • Somewhat serious • Not too serious • Don't know 

0% 
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Table 38 : Attitude to building of large residential complexes and 
high rises 

Very serious Somewhat Not too serious Don't know 
serious 

130 20 10 00 
81 .25 12.5 6.25 00 
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Table 39 : Attitude to lack of effective political opposition 

Very serious Somewhat Not too serious Don't know 
serious 

100 10 30 20 
62.5 6.25 18.75 12.5 

Lack of effective political opposition 

• Very serious • Somewhat serious • Not too serious Don't know 

l_ -
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Table 40: Attitude to promoting economic growth) 

Very serious Somewhat Not too serious Don't know 
serious 

130 20 10 00 
81.25 12.5 6.25 00 

Promoting economic growth 

• Very serious • Somewhat serious • Not too serious • Don't know 

0% 
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The aged respondents who experienced both the SJP /SSP and SDF 

regimes were asked to score each regime out of 100 and SDF 

received higher cumulative scores: 

Table 41: Regime Scores 

SSP SDF Not sure/Refused 
750 850 00 

46.88 53.13 00 

--------- -, 

• SSP • SDF • Not sure/Refused 

I 

I 
Score of the two regimes as given 

0% 
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This was not the random thing. Other questions also fetched the 

same kind of responses. For instance they were asked the following 

question: Looking at three successive governments in Sikkim formed 

by regional parties in Sikkim would you say that life of common man 

has become better or worse or about the same. The responses were 

generally positive. 

Table 42 : Evaluation of Regimes 

Better Worse About the same Don't know 
140 0 20 0 
87.5 0 12.5 0 

Successive governments in Sikklm formed by regional parties 

• Better • Worse About the same Don't know 

0% 
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SDF was preferred comparatively too by persons who were old 

enough to have witnessed the three successive regimes. The question 

was: Which regime did the best as far as development of your local 

area is concerned? The answers were as follows: 

Table 43 : Assessment of successive regimes 

Chogyal Regime Kazi Regime SSP SDF 
0 
0 

l_ 

10 20 130 
6.25 12.5 81.25 

The regime did the best as far as development of Sikkim's 
local area is concerned 

• Chogyal Regime • Kazi Regime • SSP • SDF 

0% 
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The same trend was shown when the respondents were asked to 

distribute 100 marks according to works of the two regimes that they 

had seen. 

Table 44: Comparative regime scores 

Point Chogyal Kazi Regime SSP SDF 
Regime 

Total 445 452 605 763 
%of point 19.65 19.96 26.71 33.69 -

Scoring according to works of the two regimes 

• Chogyal Regime • Kazi Regime • SSP • SDF 
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Sikkim's population has low mobility. Very few have stayed outside 

Sikkim. Those who did, however did not feel the Sikkim situation 

was bad when they were asked to compare. Only 14.58% of the 

respondents stayed outside for a period not less than a year. They 

assessed Sikkim in this manner: 

Table 45: Sikkim in comparison to other states 

Least Developed As good as any other Developed somewhat Don't know/refused 

r--- 2 
28.57 

state/country but not as good as 
any other 

state/country 
4 1 0 

57.14 14.29 0.00 

---·- - ---·-· 

Compared to other states/countries where would you place 
democracy in Sikkim 

0% 
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• Least Developed 

• As good as any other 
state/country 

• Developed somewhat but 
not as good as any other 
state/country 

• Don't know/refused 
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Asked to compare the two successive govemments by SDF the 

respondents gave higher scores to the second phase of SDF 

Table 46 : Two phases of SDF 

Score First phase of Second Phase of 
SDF SDF 

Total 195 205 
% 48.75 51.25 

As far as development of your local area is concerned give 
score to 

• First phase of SDF 

• Second Phase of SDF 

259 



CHAPTER 6 : Summary and Conclusion 

To those who saw both the SSP and SDF regimes SDF scored better 

on developmental work. 

Table 47: Attitude to lack of effective political opposition 

Score SSP Regime SDF Regime 
Total 370 485 

% 43.27 56.73 

As far as development of your local area is concerned give 
score to 

----------
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• ssP Regime 

•soF Regime 
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The oldest of the respondents were asked to compare all the three 

major regimes that they had experienced and give score to each of 

them on the basis of local area's development. The result again went 

in favor of SDF 

Table 48: Comparison of three regimes 

Score Kazi Regime SSP Regime SDF Regime 
Total 605 1193 1950 

% 16.14 31.83 52.03 

--- -- ------ -- -- - -- -- --

As far as development of your local area is concerned give 
score to 
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CHAPTER 6 : Summary and Conclusion 

As the above data have revealed regional party's hold is going 

to stay in Sikkim and strong opposition is unlikely to emerge. In fact 

SDF may actually have a third term of government. When we look at 

the strategies of SDF government we begin to understand that this 

kind of support has something to do with a sure and steady turn 

towards consociational politics, something which Article 371F 

introduced and which was extended by SDF through Manifestos and 

Acts (vide last two appendices). In our survey the younger section of 

population expressed greater support for SDF. This has a great 

electoral significance. Because, in terms of age pyramid, this 

section's support makes the crucial difference between retaining and 

losing power. The following data shows the predominant role of this 

age group. 

Table 49 : Population distribution across age groups from RCHS 
(Round 2) and Census 2001 

5 to 9 years 10 to 19 years 20 to 35 years 35 to 49 years 50 to 59 years 
60 years & 

above 
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% population in each age group - Sikkim 
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Table 50: Population distribution across age groups from RCHS (Round 2) and 
Census 2001 
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One can see that with the solid support of the young-middle age 

groups, say 18-35 SDF can secure future support. Further, if we 

assume that politics of recognition under Article 371 F can continue 

to consolidate the communities such politics will not allow any viable 

opposition party to grow. We may reason like that because Sikkim 
" has shown a demographic growth trend not different from the rest of 

India. Following Table may be noted: 

%of projected Population - 2001-2051 
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CHAPTER 6 : Summary and Conclusion 

Keeping the above facts, we seem to have reasonable answers 

to our research questions. We found that income tax issue sustained 

the domination of SSP from 1984-1994 and a men tal shield against 

the fear of being marginalized that was crafted under Article 371 F 

secured, inter alia, domination of SDF from 1994 - till date in the 

politics of Sikkim. At the end we may remark that political and social 

aspects of Sikkim's democratic experience furnish an interesting 

lesson for the efficacy of consociational politics for India in general. It 

also reveals that political stability achieved through careful balancing 

of social and cultural identities need not automatically enhance the 

prospect of wider choice to the citizens or a competitive or turnover 

political system. 

266 


