Preface& Acknowledgement

For a long time ‘Feminism’ had been a discussing issue among men and women.
Feminism is a driving force behind women's movements and the aim of feminism is
to promote the interests of women. Since long there had been an accepted tendency
that all types of activities related to women belong to the private domain of
individual within the family. Due to this belief women’s issues were discussed only
within the household domain but the gradual change in the attitude towards
women'’s questions has started in different dimensions. A new kind of awareness is
visible among women. This phenomenon has given rise to women’s movements and

Feminism is that kind of movement.

The inferior status of women in the society and their ongoing problems on different
issues, kept me on constant thinking regarding women’s unstable existence.
Feminists’ thinking, theories and their movements influenced me to go into the deep
understanding of feminism and thereby I decided to work on this issue. Through
this issue we can find a solution by which the existing power relations between
women and men in our society can be changed so that women can come out from
the back pages into the mainstream in our society. I believe that our contemporary
thinkers with their valuable suggestions and insights can help us to solve women'’s

existing problems.



I have divided the thesis into seven chapters apart from the Introductory and
Concluding remarks. The whole thesis has been categorized as ‘Feminism and
women's movements’, ‘Feminism in philosophy and ethics’, ‘Women’s status in past
traditional India’, ‘Socio-political apprehension of women status’, ‘Gender
discrimination and the crisis of morality’, ‘Feminism and Eco-feminism' and
‘Empowerment of women’, respectively. Throughout the chapters we propose to
discuss about women's movements around the world, their past and present status,
about the problem of gender discrimination in our society, women’s relation with
nature and also about the empowerment of women. To understand the issue and the
need of feminism we have to go for a déep understanding of women'’s problems with
a sympathetic view. Feminism is about liberation, liberation from our traditional
social structure, which is in favour of patriarchy and also liberation from gender
discrimination. Gender disparity is a burning issue of a country, more specifically
the developing economies of the world. Perhaps, there is no region in the developing
world where women are equal to men in social, political, legal and economic rights.
The major areas where gender disparities are basically sustained from time
immemorial are female-male ratio, literacy rate, food and nutrition, health care
facilities, work, participation rate, opportunity to employment, access to economic

resources, participation rate in political process and administrative jobs etc.

In such a situation the most important thing is to impart education to women and to

make them economically independent. But from ancient timeswomen in Indian



society were neglected. Though the world developed in the way of modern
information technology, the Indian society is far away to divide the power equally
among women till today. The reason behind this is that the participation of women

is very deplorablé in the field of education.

A patriarchal society considers women as inferior to men. As she is considered to be
inferior, a woman has to face discrimination, disrespect, humiliation control,
exploitation and torture. It is under such circumstance that there have been going
on several sorts of efforts throughout the world to accord the women class, their
due status and dignity by removing the sex-based discrimination. In a very simple
language, one may hold that the basic ideal of Feminism is to liberate a woman from
all kinds of bondage and control so that she can enjoy equality and dignity and
thereby earn the right to control her life with a real sense of freedom and dignity.
Very briefly, the main principle of feminism is that the society is based on sex-based
discrimination and secondly, the system based only on the dominating power of

men will have to be wiped out.

It becomes my earnest obligation to acknowledge those persons whose contribution
helped me a lot to pass the journey of making the thesis with great enthusiasms and
satisfaction. First and foremost there is my supervisor, Dr. Kantilal Das, Professor of
Philosophy, University of North Bengal, a very down to earth person, whose
scholarly guidance extended my thought process. His constant inspiration gave me a
way to think the subject in a broader sense and it is his encouragement that taught
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me to think everything in a different way. He has always been available whenever |
needed his suggestions. However, if there is any imperfection in my thesis the whole
responsible lies on me. I am equally thankful to all of the faculty members, namely,
Prof. Raghunath Ghosh, Retd. Prof. Manjulika Ghosh, Retd.Prof. Bhaswati
Chakraborty, Prof. Jyotish Chandra Basak, andDr. Anirban Mukherjee. My heartfelt
gratitude to Dr. Debika Saha, Dr. Koushik Joardar, Dr. Nirmal Roy, Dr. Laxmi Kanta
Padhi and Mr. M. Ramthing. They all will reside in my heart. Last but not the least, I
always remember the words of Late Prof. Chandidas Bhattacharya who was a great
philosopher, a different person, who gave me psychological help during my Post-

graduation period.

I must acknowledge the Centre for Women’s Studies, University of North Bengal for
providing me the opportunity to be a part of the Centre as a project fellow. This
Centre has become a platform to me as it developed my skills by its various
organized seminars and workshops on women issues. Dr. Sanchary Roy Mukherjee,
Prof. of Economics, University of North Bengal, being director of that time, took
initiative to organize all those seminars. I personally thank her and also Prof.
Raghunath Ghosh, being director of the same Centre, gave me that place by which I

got interested to work with women related issues.

[ also acknowledge the contribution of Central library of University of North Bengal

for providing me the requiring materials and journals. I specially thank Mr. Mayukh



Dutta, former librarian of the department of philosophy, for being so generous in

issuing books and required materials to me.

I thank to my parents for bringing me in this beautiful world and their insights
played a crucial role in my doctoral research. My sister-in-law gave me a great
support at the time when I was suffering from depression from hard working. My
brother constantly helped me through the whole period of my research by providing
computer knowledge without which I could not have been able to finish my journey
of making the thesis so nicely. So my special thanks to my brother. My husband,
being a real partner, always stood by me and extended his helping hands towards
the completion of the thesis. My son, who is the most important part of me, gave me
various joyful moments which helped me to complete an arduous task like Ph.D.
with greatest happiness. It is my son who gave me the feeling to understand the
meaning of motherhood and this feeling inspired me to face the challenges in life.

Therefore I dedicate my thesis to my lo'ving son.
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