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CHAPTER-V 

Public Works and Social Welfare activities of the zamindars 
of Bijni Raj Estatess 

5.1. Brief history Bijni Raj Estate 

Bijni Kingdom, as already mentioned in the first chapter, was a little 

edition of Koch Hajo Kingdom alias Eastern Koch Kingdom of Parikshit 

Narayan. It was founded by his son, Bijit Narayan alias Chandra Narayan 

and, as presumed, the name 'Bijni' was derived from him, the founder of 

this kingdom. The history of Bijni kingdom is a component of the history 

of declining of the Koch as the super power and the establishment of the 

Mughal hegemony on Western Assam. Infact, the declining of the Koches 

rooted back when Nara Narayan divided his kingdom with his nephew, 

the son of Chilarai in 15 81. N ara Narayan, instead of suppressing the 

rebel Raghudev, ceded eastern part of his kingdom to him as his 

tributary. The new kingdom came to know as Eastern Koch kingdom, 

stretching the territory from river Sankosh in the west to river Barnadi in 

the east. The territory retained by Nara Narayan was known as Koch 

Bihar Kingdom. 1 But after Raghudev, his son and successor, Parikshit 

Narayan refused to pay tribute to the reigning king of Koch Bihar 

kingdom, Lakshmi Narayan, the son of Nara Narayan. Thus, friction 

started between the two branches of the Koches and it dragged them into 

war in which Lakshmi Narayan was defeated. Eventually, Lakshmi 

Narayan sought the help of the Mughal Subedar of Bengal, who had 

covetous eyes on the Koch Kingdom from long before. The Mughal 

soldiers under Commander Mukram Khan invaded Eastern Koch 

kingdom and Parikshit Narayan was finally defeated after his heroic 
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resistance. He surrendered to the Mughal and was send to Delhi. Emperor 

Jahangir agreed to restore his kingdom on payment of peskosh of Rupees 

four lakhs.2 Parikshit Narayan was returning home, after this agreement 

but unluckily, he died on the way. The Mughal annexed Koch Hajo 

kingdom after death of Parikshit Narayan and placed it under their direct 

rule. They took up the administration of the occupied territory and Korari 

was deputed to carryout the settlement of the revenue on the Mughal line 

of revenue administration. 

After the occupation of Koch Hajo, the territory divided into two 

portions, an area of 1005 square miles, consisting of Duars of Bijni, Sidli, 

Chirang, Guma, and Ripu, which was made Khasland. The remaining 

area of 2384 squre miles was divided into twelve parganas, viz.l. 

Habraghat, 2. Khuntaghat; 3. Mechpara; 4.Karaibari; 5. Parbotjoar; 

6. Chapar; 7.Ghurla; 8.Jamira; 9. Taria; 10. Gola Alamgonj; 11. 

Aurongabad; 12. Kalumalupara. 3 

Revenue officers were employed for collection of revenue from the 

ryots. Nevertheless, the Koches rose in a revolt against the Mughal under 

several princes. In the following years, numerous engagements took 

places between the Koch rebels and the Mughal forces and on the other 

hand, the peasants withheld the payments of the revenue. In the 

meantime, Ahom armies, for the aid of Balit Narayan, fugitive prince 

who sheltered in the Ahom court, engaged in driving out the Mughal 

from the east. Under such situation, the Mughals changed their policy and 

decided to install a prince as a tributary ruler on a portion of the occupied 

land to pacify the Koches. Chandra Narayan, one of the sons of Parikshit 

Narayan was made ruler of a portion of the occupied land, stretching the 

territory from Sankosh on the west to Manas on the East, at the payment 

of annual peskosh of Rupees 5998/ only- 4 Chandra Narayan resided in a 
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place from where he fought the Mughal, later on the place came to be 

known as Bijni and his kingdom came to be known as Bijni kingdom. 

The portion called Bijni Duar passed over to Bhutia king during the rule 

of Raja Mukunda Narayan.5 

In course of time, most of the parganas were slipped out of Bijni 

kingdom to set up five more zamindaries, the semi-independent chieftains 

under Mughal suzerainty. The kingdom of Bijni reduced to a status of a 

zamindary comprising Habraghat and Khuntaghat parganas. But in 

pursuance of the Royal tradition the zmnindar of Bijni estate continued to 

retain the title of Raja. 

5.2. Genealogy of Bijni Raj Family 

Bijni dynasty was a branch of Koch dynasty of Koch Bihar 

kingdom founded by Viswa Singha, son of Haria Mondal. His son Nara 

Narayan, who was the greatest ruler in this dynasty, succeeded Viswa 

Singha and during his reign Koch Bihar kingdom achieved highest power 

in the Northeastern India. Chilarai alias Sukladwaj, the brother of Nara 

Narayan was commander in chief of the Koch Bihar army for whose 

contribution Koch power rose to the status of the super power of this 

region. But the death of Chilarai marked the beginning of the decline of 

Koch Hegemony in this part of India, because his death was followed by 

the rebellion of his son Raghudev Narayan, who demanded partition of 

Koch kingdom. The Koch kingdom disintegrated when Nara Narayan 

ceded eastern part of his kingdom to Raghudev Narayan as his tributary. 

Thus, the Eastern Koch kingdom or Koch Hajo Kingdom came into being 

with Raghudev Narayan its first king. His son Parikshit Narayan, who 

was defeated and forced to surrender to the Mughals, as already 

mentioned, succeeded Raghudev Narayan. After Parikshit Narayan Bijni 

kingdom, comprising a small part of Koch-Hajo, was created by the 
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Mughals and Chandra Nara Narayan was enthroned as its first king under 

their suzerainty. 

During the Koch insurrection against the Mughal aggression, Balit 

Narayan, one of the sons of Parikshit Narayan, took shelter of the Ahom 

King Pratap Singha, who promised to help him against the Mughal. The 

annexation of Koch Hajo kingdom to the lYfughal Empire was considered 

as a threat to the Ahom kingdom, which led to the outbreak of the war 

between the Ahom and the Mughal. Though the Mughal won initial 

success on the Ahoms but they were annihilated, later on, in several 

encounters and the territory down to Barnadi was cleared off from the 

control of the Mughal forces. Balit Narayan was made king of the 

besiezed territory, stretching from Bharuli in the east to the River Barnadi 

in the west, naming it as the Darrangi kingdom, under Ahom suzerainty. 6 

Balit Narayan assumed the title Darrangi Raja and he was conferred the 

title "Dharma Narayan" by the Ahom king, Pratap Singha. 

Pratap Singha, encouraged by his success in Darrang range, took 

offensive against the Mughal and came down following the Mughal 

armies and conquered Hajo, the Mughal Thana. Owing the opportunity of 

the Mughal misfortune, Chandra Narayan with a view to make himself 

independent of the Mughal, joined the Ahom army against them. 

Unfortunately, Mughal ally, Koch Bihar King, Pran Narayan assisted by 

the Mughal forces marched against Chandra Narayan and defeated and 

killed him in the engagement.7 The Ahom Mughal conflict was resolved 

by the treaty of 1638 fixing Manas as the boundary of the two territories, 

leaving Bijni kingdom under the suzerainty of the Mughal. 8 

After death of Chandra Narayan his son Joy N m·ayan succeeded the 

throne of Bijni. During his rule Ram Singha invaded Assam and Joy 

Narayan extended valuable help to the Mughal forces. He even 
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accompanied Ram Singha in his venture of marching Guwahati. As a 

mark of gratitude Ram Singha exempted Joy Narayan from paying 

Peskosh. Unfortunately, Joy Narayan was summoned to Decca by the 

Nawab for allegation against him raised by a person belonging to Goal 

caste, for forcibly marriage to his daughter against the traditional caste 

rule. The case had been represented in the cow-t of the Nawab of Bengal 

as an act of oppression on the caste of Goals. Joy Narayan with his family 

was detained in Decca till his last breath.9 After death of Joy Narayan, the 

Nawab of Decca released all the three sons of late Joy Narayan, Sib 

Narayan, Har Narayan and Dugdha Narayan and allowed them to return 

their mother land. According to local sources, Sib Narayan with all 

family members left Decca and on the way they conducted "Sradha 

(funeral function) of his father on the bank of Ganges. He arrived in · 

country and captured Mughal Thana at Baitamari and looted its wealth as 

well. But he had to surrender Baitmnari and even his two brothers 

because of the arrival of Mughal reinforce1nent from Guwahati which 

recovered Baitamari and detained two brothers of Sib Narayan. 10 

Incidentally, the political situation had been changed in Bijni 

because of the absence of the king for long time. Taking the advantages 

of the situation, the neighbouring Bhutias captured the northern tract of 

the estate, while one Chatur Singha established his control on the Bijni 

kingdom. Fortunately, Sib Narayan persuaded the Bhutia king, invoking 

the friendly relation between Bhutan king and his ancestors and with his 

help he recovered the throne defeating Chatur Singha. 11 

His son Bijoy Narayan succeeded sib Narayan. During his tenure 

of office, the British East India Company acquired the Dewani of Bengal. 

Bijoy Narayan fell in quarrel with the British for which he was captured 

and sent to Calcutta as prisoner, where he committed suicide by jumping 
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into Ganges. The British authority placed one Rudra Narayan on the 

Gaddi of Bijni denying the claim of the sons of Bijoy Narayan. He had 

three sons, Devi Narayan, Mukunda Narayan and Madhab Narayan but 

none of them could ascend on the Gaddi on their own strength for few 

years. Ultimately, the three sons of Bijoy Narayan appealed to the Dev 

Raja of Bhutan and with his help, they drove out Rudra Narayan from 

Bijni and captured power. Mukunda Narayan ascended to the Gaddi of 

Bijni, though, he was not eldest but he did so because of the request of 

the subjects and the relatives. 12 Unfortunately, Mukunda Narayan had no 

son and he adopted Balit Narayan, the son of his eldest brother Debi 

Narayan. 13 Balit Narayan was minor when J\1u.k.unda Narayan died in 

1788, as a result, Hari Deb Narayan, another prince of this dynasty was 

chosen as the successor of the Gaddi on the advice of Grand Rani, mother 

of Mukunda Narayan. However, Hari Deb Narayan died two years later 

and was succeeded by Balit Narayan who, by this time attained majority. 

The administration of Balit Narayan was a turning point in the history of 

the Bijni Raj. The Peskosh received so far from the Raja of Bijni was 

converted to land revenue during his tenure of office. Bijni came under 

Decennial Sttlement in 1791 which was converted to the Permanent 

Settlement in 1793 by the Bengal Regulation 1 of 1793; the chieftainship 

ofBijni was turned into a zamindary under British East India Company. 14 

The power of Raja with regard to Dewani and Faujdari was 

curtailed by the British through appointment of Collector in Goalpara. 

Balit Narayan was succeeded by his son Indra Narayan. He was a 

competent zamindar who tried to enhance the rate of rent fixed during the 

tenure of his predecessors, but he did not success due to the opposition of 

the rytos. 15 Indra Narayan was succeeded by his son Amrit Narayan who 

died in 1853 with out leaving heir to success him. As a result, he was i 



185 

succeeded by his wife; Bhogeswari. 16The succession of Rani Bhogeswari 

to the Gaddi of Bijni was not accepted by the British government and 

forcibly took the possession of the part of the estate which had been 

within the jurisdiction of the British Empire. On the contrary, the British 

placed the administration of the pargana of Habraghat and Khuntaghat 

under the Court of Wards while the Rani Bhogeswari ran the zamindary 

on Niz Bijni portion as the zamindar under the Bhutia king. It is to be 

noted that Nij Bijni had been held by the Bijni Raja as a tributary to the 

Dev Raja of Bhutan. 

Rani Bhogeswari adopted one Kumud Narayan as successor to the 

Gaddi before her death in 1861. But as the successor was minor, Bijni 

estate again placed under the administration of the Court of Wards and 

Kumud Narayan was sent to BeNaraas for Higher education. Meanwhile, 

Rani Opeswari who claimed to be the concubine of the late Raja Kumud 

Narayan succeeded Bhogeswari as the zamindar of Niz Bijni and was 

also exercising the right of legal guardian of the minor Raja, Kumud 

Narayan. Bijni estate had~been under the administration of the Court of 

Wards till Kumud Narayan attained maturity in 1874.17During the period 

ofhis minority, the affairs ofthe Raj was ill managed. Rani Opeswari did 

not possess political wisdom and farsightedness. As a result, chaos and 

lawlessness prevailed everywhere and the estate passed though economic 

and political instability. Taking the advantages of the situation, Bhutanese 

invaders under command of one Jhowlia raided Bijni and ransacked the 

Rajbari. According to Santo Barman, "the Raj family was put to 

harassment to such an extent as to shift the Headquarter to different 

places, i.e, Jogighopa, Deuhati and Baitamari". 18 The aggression of the 

Bhutias to the Bijni estate and their oppression carried on the people 

alarmed the British Government and dragged the British to declare war 
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against Bhutan. The British army defeated the Bhutias and forced them to 

retreat from the Bhutan Duars, which were annexed to the British 

territory. Meanwhile the Raja of Bijni put forward of his claim to hold a 

large tract of land of the annexed territory which had been in their 

possession under the Bhutan Government. The claim was admitted and a 

settlement was made with the Court of Wards on behalf of the minor 

Raja, Kumud Narayan. 19 Infact, Kumud Narayan assumed the power of 

the estate on 21st September, 187 4 on attaining majority, from the Court 

ofWards.20 

Kumud Narayan was a highly educated and very kindhearted 

person who always thought about the well-being of his subjects. He 

introduced many benevolent works for the benefit of his subjects. 

Unfortunately, he committed blunder by marring two wives; VIZ, 

Siddeswari and Abhayeswari, which made his life miserable and 

tragic.The internal rivalry of the two queens led the life of Raja as to 

utmost unhappy for which he preferred more to stay at his Calcutta 

residence. Under such situation, Kumud Narayan died in Calcutta in 1883 

with out leaving heir to succeed him. His death was doubted to be a 

suicide.21 

In the midst of the quarrel between the two queens, the Raja 

Kumud Narayan breathed his last and Rani Siddeswari took the 

possession of the estate. According to the local sources, the conflict 

between the two queens went to such an extent that life of the younger 

queen was in stake and she had to lose one of her eyes on the treachery 

meted out against her. The estate officials were distinctly divided into two 

groups. The estate administration and the revenue collection were badly 

affected. Rani Abhayeswari for her safety of life fled to Goalpara and 

took shelter there. She filed suit in the District court of Goalpara for 
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Court dated 6th June, 1888 for trial before the District Judge of Alipore, 

under 24 Pargana. The learned Judge in his judgment of gth March, 1890 

decided that the two Ranis were entitled to a joint estate for life with 

rights of supervisor ship and equal beneficial enjoyment.22 Eventually, 

Rani Siddeswari died on 7th 11ay, 1891, and was succeeded by Rani 

Abhayeswari, who ran the administration until her death in 1918 on 1 ih 

October?3 

Rani Abhayeswari had no child to succeed her, so, she adopted 

Jogendra Narayan, son of Kriti Narayan on the descendent of the Raj 

family. Jogendra Narayan succeeded Rani Abhayeswari, but turned a 

lunatic. The management of the Raj was thus, brought under the 

Wards on Third September, 1918. During the period of the second 

administration of the Court of Wards, different claitnants filed suit for the 

rights and the possession of the estate. The succession issue of the estate 

was so complicated that a compromise was beyond the limit of the 

existing law and procedures. Under such circmnstances, "The Bijni 

Succession Act" was passed in the Assam Legislative Council. According 

to the provision of the Act, Jogendra Narayan was declared the holder of 

the Bijni Raj during his lifetime with retrospective date from, September, 

1895, the date of his nomination by Rani Abheswari. The Court of Wards 

would continue to rule the estate in his name.24 On the death of Jogendra 

Naraay Bhup on 18th June 1937, Bhairendra Narayan succeeded him but 

the Court of Wards ran the management until 1944 when he formally 

assumed the power of the estate. 

Bhairendra Narayan was the last zamindar of Bijni estate and 

during his tenure of office Bijni estate was acquired by the state j 
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government of Assam in 1956, under the Zamindary acquisition Act of 

1951.25 

5.3. Benevolent activities of Bijni Raj Estate 

Like the other zamindars of Western Assam, some of the members 

of the Bijni Raj family induced in the benevolent activities for the welfare 

of their subjects. As mentioned in the previous chapter, the land lords and 

the native rulers of India started some public welfare programme through 

out the nation, especially in the beginning of the twentieth century. No 

doubt, it was, perhaps, due to the awakening of the people of India and 

the freedom movement assumed the national character. It is to be noted 

that the British Government in India changed their policy after the second 

half of the 19th century and adopted the policy of the consolidation. The 

landed gentry of the nation felt the need of the introduction of public 

welfare activities in the wake of the demand of the nationalist to justify 

their claim of the revenue from the ryots. They began to establish schools, 

colleges, Sarai, temples, Dargah, Dispensary, and constructed roads, 

digging of tanks, allotted land to the religious places and grazing field etc. 

Unfortunately, due to paucity of evidences it is not possible to 

focus on what public benevolent activities were done by the Bijni Raj 

family in their estate ahead of the rule of Rani Abhayeswari. Of course, 

the Bhutias raids and the earthquake of 1897 brought havoc to the Bijni 

estate and all the infrastructural condition of the region were destroyed. 

Rani Abhayeswri was patron of public welfare who did a lot for the 

welfare of her prajas. She was called "Rajmata" by the subjects for her 

love and affection to the subjects. Apart from, Raja Mukunda Narayan, 

Kumud Narayan, Jogendra Narayan and Bharabendra Narayan were some 

of the zamindars of Bijni family who are retnembered for their social 

welfare activities. 



On the basis of the information gathered through different sources, 

like documents preserved in the archives, various periodicals, magazines, 

souvenirs, visit of zamidars Rajhawli, interaction with living members of 

the Raj family and the senior citizen of the estate, the following 

statements is prepared about the socio- cultural contribution of the Bijni 

Raj family. 

a. Patron of learning 

No much evidence is available about the contribution of Bijni 

zamindars to the field of education and learning of the estate until the 

accession of Rani Abhayeswari on the Gaddi in 1896. Of course, Kumud 

Narayan, who was a learned zamindar, founded few schools for spread of 

education among his subjects. Although, Rani Abhayeswari was a patron 

of learning, she could not concentrate her attention to it during first few 

years, for arising out of the emergent situations demanding her special 

attention. It was after shifting of the capital of Bijni estate to Abhayapuri, 

the Rani and her successors threw their attentions towards the education 

and learning of the subjects. Though, she herself was illiterate woman, 

she had great zeal to the education and learning and wanted to see her 

subjects educated. With this view, she devoted herself in expansion of 

learning with the cost of the Royal Treasury and founded many schools in 

her zamindary elaka. 

Fondation of Abhayeswari High school: The most remarkable 

contribution of Rani Abhayaeswai to the field of education and learning 

was the foundation of a High school in Abhayapuri in 1904, which came 

to be known as the Abhayeswari High school. Till then there were only 

three High schools in Goalpara district, viz. Dhubri Govt. High school, 

Gauripur P.C.Institution and Prithiram Choudhury High school in 
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Goalpara. Rani Abhayeswari felt the need of a High school like in the 

other estates of Goalpara district and she founded it in 1904 in 

Abhayapuri. Rani Abhayeswari provided free education to the students 

during her life time. After her death half fees were levied from the 

students. For the accommodation of the students of the distant places she 

opened three hostels for the students. A hostel for the Muslim students 

and another for the non Muslim students were founded. The salary for the 

cook and other workers of the hostels were paid by the estate. The 

teachers, Chowkidars and other employees of the school were paid from 

the estate treasury. All the facilities were provided to the students. For the 

free education and hostel facilities a large number of students came from 

out side to get themselves admitted in this High school. Apart from these, 

the poor and meritorious students were given free studentship and 

monthly stipend. 26 

Rani provided all round facilities to the teachers of the school. 

Most of the teachers were brought from Bengal and they were provided 

hostel and regular salary from the estate. She kept close watch on the 

teachers so that they could devote themselves in imparting teaching to the 

students. Initially, Bengali was the medium of the school.27 A plot of 35 

bighas of land was allotted for Abhayeswai High school. In the 

beginning, classes were held at Natya Mandir, near present Gandhi 

Maidan along with making temporary sheds for this purpose. It was in 

1916, that the present school buildings were constructed with the fund of 

the estate. According to Prince Kabindra Narayan, one of the sons of last 

Raja of Bijni Raj estate, Raja Bharabedra Narayan Bhup Dev, the 

beautiful structures of the School buildings were constructed by the 

Chinese carpenters and the doors and windows of the school were made 

at Calcutta the timber procured from Burma.28 The superstructure of the 
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Abhayeswari High school is a beautiful specimen of the architectural 

development under Bijni estate. The building made of wood and tin for 

Abhayeswari High school, is infact, stands as an evidence of an 

extraordiNaray craftsmanship under patronage of the Bijni zamindary. 

The long corridor of the Abhayeswari High school building is a source of 

attraction to the high craftsmanship of the past. 

The school played a very important role m the expansmn of 

education among the people of this backward region of Assam. 

Thousands of students built their career through this school. Many of 

them established themselves in the highest position of the society with 

high honour and reputation. 

Foundation of Vernacular schools: Besides this, two vernacular 

schools were founded under the Bijni zaminday, as mentioned in the 

Statistical Account of Goalpara by W.W.Hunter. According to him, there 

were altogether five such schools in Goalpara district. The Bijni School 

and Dalgoma School were receiving estate fund at the rate of Rs. 100 and 

Rs. 16 per month respectively?9These schools were, no doubt, founded in 

the second half of the 19th century during the rule of Raja Kumud 

Narayan. The Royal house continued the financial assistance to these 

schools. For the expansion of the Sanskrit education atnong the students 

Rani Abhayeswari founded a Sanskrit Tol in Abhayapuri in 1907. The 

Royal priest imparted education in this Tol for which he was paid Rs. 10/ 

per month. But, later on, the school was closed due to lack of student later 

n 30 
0. 

Foundation of Girls M.V. School: A Girls M.V school was 

founded by Rani Abhayeswi in 1910 to impart education to the girls who 

had been deprived of the educational opportunity because of the 
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conservative society which opposed the co education in the Abhayeswari 

High school. The Abhayeswari High school was a boy's school and for 

cater the need of the female education Rani Mata founded the Girls M. V. 

School, known as Abhayapuri Balika Vidyalaya. This was only Girls 

school in this region which played an important role in the expansion of 

education among the female. The students used to call the teacher as 

"Guru Ma". 

Foundation of L.P.Schools: Rani Abhayeswari also founded primary 

schools in her estate for the sake of the expansion of education. In 1901 

she founded Deuhati L.P.School and in 1908 she founded another school 

in Dharampur. Students from nearby villages of Burigaon, Naraikala, 

Pahartuli, Pirdhara, Boalimari, Haripur, Roumari etc. came to these 

schools for primary education. 31 In the post Abhayeswari period more 

schools were founded under the Royal patronage for the expansion of 

education among the subjects. 

Though Rani Abhayeswai was illiterate woman, she was 

benevolent zamindar and was a patron of the learning. Till the foundation 

of Abhayeswari High school in 1904, there were only three High Schools 

in erstwhile Goal para district of Western Assam, viz, Prithiram High 

School in Goalpara, P.C.Institution (High School) in Gauripur and Dhubri 

Boys High School and it was not easy to go to such places for education 

for all the aspirants of the higher education. The economic and 

communication conditions were not in favour to all of her subjects, 

desiring higher education, to go to such distant places for education. On 

the other hand, neighbouring estates like Gauripur and Mechpara where 

education was rolled in full swing under Royal care. Infact, it was 

considered as a part of the Royal dignity to provide educational facilities 

to the subjects. Encouraged by the exiting situation and to cater the need 



.l7.J 

of the subjects Rani Abhayeswri tried to educate the children of her 

subjects. She is remembered by the people of this part of Assam for her 

valuable contribution to the expansion of education in this region. 

After death of Rani Abhayeswari in 1918, her adopted son 

Jogendra Narayan assumed the rein of the estate but due to his lunatic 

condition the estate affairs were placed under the administration of the 

Court of Wards. Mr. Burkley was appointed as the Manager of the Bijni 

estate, who introduced some reforms in the field of education. The estate 

Manager Burkley stopped the free education system introduced by Rani 

Abhayeswari in Abhayeswari High School and half tuition fee was 

imposed on the students. Though his new policy disappointed many 

guardians but none came forward to protest against the system. Of course, 

he introduced the system of granting stipend to the poor and meritorious 

students. Burkley, also, for the encouragement of the students granted 

exemption of tuition fee to the poor and the meritorious students and 

introduced post Matric scholarship. Students passing matriculation 

examination with first division who were not enlisted for government 

scholarship were granted post Matric scholarship from the estate for 

higher education. The scholarship was given up to completion of the 

graduation. Many students with the scholarship of the Bijni estate 

successfully completed their higher education and established themselves 

in the high position of the society.32 

Under Royal patronage Pasduar L.P. school was established in 

1926 in the western part of Abhayapuri. Keeping in view of the rapid 

increase of the students of Pasduar L.P. School, zamindar Jogendra 

Narayan founded another school in Abhayapuri in 1930, .taking away a 

part of the students of Pasduar School. The school was known as Balak 

Vidyalaya and presently it is known as 2 no L.P.School. Apart from the 



194 

foundation and runnmg of schools on the part of Bijni estate, the 

zamindars extended help to the subjects in their efforts in foundation of 

schools. They granted land and monetary assistances to schools, founded 

by the local people. Zamindar extended help in the foundation of 

Baitamari High school with in Bijni estate. 

Foundation of Girls High School: Another important contribution 

made to the expansion of education was the foundation of a Girls High 

School in Abhayapuri. It is to be mentioned here that though a high 

school was started in 1904 by Abhayeswari in Abhayapuri which was 

restricted with in the boys. For the female education, a M.V. school was 

opened in 1910 and the female education was restricted in Minor level 

only. As a result, the girls were deprived of the higher education. As 

mentioned earlier the co education of the boys and the girls was not 

permitted by the orthodox society. Considering the need of a girls High 

school, Estate Manager Ratikanta Dev, took the bold step to found a Girls 

High School in 1938 in Abhayapuri town. The Abhayapuri Girls High 

School came to be known as the Jogendra Narayan Memorial Girls High 

School. Raja Bharebendra Narayan Bhup Dev was closely associated 

with the foundation of the Girls High school. Initially classes were started 

at the Natya Mandir. For the accommodation of the students distant 

places hostel facilities were provided them. It was the oldest Girls High 

school in Western Assam. The students were granted exemption of fees in 

the initial stage. Besides the Head Master, a post of Superintendent was 

created in the beginning. The Jogendra Narayan Memorial Girls High 

school has played a very remarkable role in the expansion of education 

among the female of this region. About the contribution of the Raj family 

to the spread of education the Inspector of Schools of the Assam Valley, 

Sarat Chandra Dev, who visited Jogendra Narayan Memorial School on 
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11th February, 1939 wrote in his inspectio~ note that, "I am very glad to 

improvement of its finances and at the instances of the Manager, the B ijni 

Raj has assumed its old interest in the education of its tenants". 33 

Contribution to the establishment of Abhayapuri College: In 

the absence of a college, the students of the Bijni estate were facing acute 

problem in getting higher education. Till then, Bholanath College of 

Dhubri was the only higher educational institution in Western Assam. For 

the economic problems and inconvenience of communication system a 

very few students of this region could be able to access to Bholanath or to 

any other Colleges for higher studies. The need of a college in 

Abhayapuri was first felt by the Raja Bhairabema Narayan Bhup Dev 

who held a meeting in his palace on 9th March, 1945 to discuss about the 

foundation of a college in Abhayapuri and passed a resolution in this 

meeting to found a college comprising of Science and Arts stream. The 

then estate Manager of Bijni Durgeswar Sarma advised the Raja in this 

matter. With a view to raise the fund for the proposed college, it was 

decided to collect contribution from the tenants at the rate of one anna 

more on one Rupee of land revenue. On the following years several 

meetings were held in this regard. Various committees were also 

constituted and started functioning in this direction. But the planning of 

the college got a very setback when the Government of Assam passed the 

Zamindary Abolition Act, 1951. Raja Bharabendra Narayan turned 

disheartens and left attending in any public function, the planning of the 

college, thus, lost its earlier spirit. But the people of Bijni were 

determined to establish the college and it was finally started in 

1955.Though, Abhayapuri College was founded by the people of this 

region, the contribution of the Raj Family and its Dewan can dot be 

denied. Raja Bhairabendra Narayan granted 55 bighas land to this college 
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and many buildings of the Estate were allotted for the accommodation of 

the students and the teachers for the initial stages of the foundation of the 

college. 34 Besides, a rich library was founded in Abhayapuri College with 

the Royal patronage. Several precious books were preserved in the library 

including English literature, Grammars, Dictionaries and some important 

Bengali books. A series of Encyclopedia Britannica was also in this 

library. The library helped the students since its inception in their studies. 

Role of Estate official of Bijni in expansion of Education 

The Managers and the Dewans of Bijni estate have played very 

positive roles m spreading of learning among the students of this 

backward area of Assam. Among them, the worth mentioning were 

Burkley, who was Manager under the administration of the Court of 

Wards. The excellent works he did in his tenure of office was the 

introduction of monthly stipend and scholarship for the poor and the 

meritorious students of Abhayeswari High school. After Burkley, 

Gurucharan Choudhury joined as the Manager of the estate, who adopted 

polices to develop Abhayapuri as a planned town. He took the initiative 

in constructing the present school building of Abhayeswari High 

School. 35 Another Manager of the estate, who 1nade huge contribution to 

the development of education in Bijni was Ratikanta Sarma. He was 

patron of learning and during his tenure of office Jogendra Narayan 

Memorial Girls High School was founded. After Ratikanta Sarma, 

Lakheswar Sarma became the Manager of Bijni, who took keen interest 

in expansion of education in this region. For his assistance the Raijhora 

High school was founded in Bahalpur under Bijni estate elaka. 36 

Rani Abhayeswari was the pioneer of the spread of learning among 

the illiterate tenants of Bijni estate. Her greatest contribution was the 

foundation of Abhayeswari High School that lit the light of the wisdom 
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among the people of this region. Abhayeswari High School created a 

group of brilliant students who not only established themselves in the 

high position of the society but brought glory to this poor and backward 

area as well as to Assam. Their excellent services and outstanding 

contribution to the society have shown the path of the socio cultural 

change of this backward region of Assam. One of the students of 

Abhayeswari High School, Banamali Sarma passed Matriculation 

examination winning first position in Assam Valley in 1933 and won 

Government scholarship. Raja of Bijni awarded him with "Bailee 

Medal", a Gold Medal. He also won "Campbell" Memorial Awards for 

obtaining highest marks in English in Assam Valley. He jointed 

government service and promoted to the post of Labour Commissioner. 

Abhayeswari High School was famous for its strong football team. The 

Raja employed Coach for the training of the player under Royal 

expenditure. Abhayeswari High School football team earned good 

reputation in football game in the thirtieth of the twentieth century. It won 

the prestigious "Gauripur Raj Shield Competition defeating P.C. 

Institution football team in 1934?7 

Besides, Bijni estate donated 10 bighas land and materials of 

school building to the Committee of Hakama High School. It was the first 

Assamese school established in undivided Goalpara district in the year 

1940. 

b. Public works and contribution to Religious field 

Till the beginning of the rule of Rani Abhyeswari the Bijni estate 

administration passed through confusion and instability for several 

decades because of the intrigue and conspiracy in the Raj Family and the 

Bhutias raiding. The severe earthquake of 1897 brought havoc to the 

estate in the early period of Rani Abhayeswari. It was after shifting of 



capital of the estate to Abhayapuri the zamindar could threw her attention 

to the development of the estate and the tenants. However, the little 

public works that were done earlier were disappeared due to earthquake, 

Bhutias raiding and shifting of the capital. Rani Abhayeswari and her 

descendents did a few public benevolent works in the closing chapter of 

the zamindary rule. 

Foundation of Abhayapuri Town: One of the important achievements 

of Rani Abhayeswari was the foundation of beautiful town of 

Abhayapuri. It was due to shifting of estate capital from Dimuria, which 

was completely damaged by the earthquake she founded a new 

Headquarter for the estate administration in Abhayapuri. Before shifting 

to Abhayapuri rani stayed at Jogighopa on the bank of Brahmaputra for 

two years. But she decided to found a new town for the estate capital and 

thus she selected Abhayapuri. The planning of the town was made by the 

P.W.D Department of Dhubri. The modern R.C.C. building was 

constructed after the model of Koch Bihar Palace; the roads were 

constructed straight connecting all the important places. The plantation 

was done to enhance the beautification of the town. Head Kutchery of the 

estate, temple of Kuldevi, residences of the officials, tanks was founded 

around the Raj Hawli. According to local sources the name of the town is 

derived from the name of Devi Abhaya, the Kuldevi of Raj Family. Of 

course, some of the people are of the view that the name Abhayapuri is 

derived from Rani Abhayeswari, who founded the town. But the living 

species of the Bijni family told that the name Abhayapuri represents the 

Devi Abhaya who was family Diety. 38 

According to the local sources the road of Abhayapuri town was 

developed, probably, during the time of the successors of Rani 

Abhayeswari. The road was made with brick and stone which was unique 



in comparison with the roads of other contemporary towns of western 

Assam. 

There 1s lack of infonnation as to ascertain the road 

communication system developed during the zamindary rule. Perhaps, the 

road was made by the paramount power for the military purpose during 

the medieval time. Under the zamindary rule road were constructed by 

the zamindars with a view to convenience of the communication system 

between the Sadar Kutchery and the revenue collection Kutcheries in 

each dihi. Bijni estate had revenue collection centre in Barahayari, 

Dumaria,Jogikatani,Birjhora,Boitmnari,Bahalpur,Rokakhata,RaniganjFut 

kimari, Fakragram, Dokara, dolgmna, Damara, krishnai,RangjuliBickali, 

Bijni Duar and Patiladuha. The land revenue was collected in kinds for 

which road communication between Sadar Kutchery and the Dihi 

Kutcheries were essential. For their own need the zmnindars constructed 

new roads between the Sadar Kutchery and the revenue collecting centre 

and repaired the existing roads. This developed the road communication 

in the estate. They cleared the jungles and filled up the hole in the way for 

convenience of the communication.According to the local sources the 

road between Abhayapuri and Jogighopa via Kabaitari was made during 

the rule of Rani Abhayeswari, after shifting of the capital at Abhayapuri. 

It can be presumed that the road connection between Abhayapuri and the 

Kutcheries of the Dihis were made during the time of Rani 

Abhayeswari.39 According to Sunil Barman; a resident of Abhayapuri 

town who is 70 years old has told that the road with in Abhayapuri town 

was constructed by the zamndar in the early twentieth century with brick 

and cement. The kutchcha roads prevailed during the zamindary time, 

have been pitched by the Government after independence under various 

schemes.40 
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The zamindars of Bijni like other zamindars of Assam founded Hat 

(weekly market) in different places. We have found references of such 

Hats founded by Bijni raja in Rangsai, Krishnai, Agia, Salmara, 

Baitamari etc. Apart from under zamindary administration tanks were 

digged in various places for drinking water for the ryots. They also 

founded dispensaries in several places within their estate. 

Religious activities: Traditionally almost all the zamindas of Bijni 

estate were pious Hindu. They founded many temples and repaired the 

old shrines with the estate funds. They appointed pujaries in the temples 

and paid them regular salary and borne all expenditure of the temple. 

Most of the zamidars of Bijni estate made land grant to the temples, and 

satras within the jurisdiction of their estate. 

Rani Abhayeswari is said to be the founder of the temple of 

Abhaya Devi and LakhiNarayan in abhayapur. She at the time of shifting 

capital to Abhayapuri she brought the Kuldevi of Bijni Raj Family Devi 

Abhaya. Another temple was founded by Abhayeswari by side of the 

Abhaya Devi was temple ofLakhi Narayan. She appointed Raj Pujari for 

regular puja of the Gods and Goddesses. Besides, Durga Mandir, Manasa 

temple, Madan Mohan temple, Chengkal Mahakal temple, Kalibari, 

Jogganath temples etc. were founded under Royal patronage. Pujas were 

offered regularly and the pujaris were paid regular salary from the Royal 

treasury. 

Apart from, the Bijni zamindas extended help to preserve the old 

and historic temples and thans in different places with in their estate. 

Among them, mention worthy, are Ganesh temple in Lalmati, Siva 

temple in Sivapur, Deohati Parbati temple, Siva temple in Lungai hill, 

Mahadev temple, Maharani temple in Khagarpur, Jogir dhap in Kakoijan, 
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and Ragunath Bigra in Sri jan Gram. Some of these temples were granted 

Debottar land by the zamindars.41 

Raja Kumud Narayan was very pious zamindar who granted 41 

bigas land to Amguri Satra, granted huge land to Bisnupur Satra, where 

padasila of Sankar Deva was preserved. He also said to have granted land 

to Kadalmari satra. He took the initiative of the arrangement of regular 

puja in Bhairab Mandir in Bhairabsura hill. He is said to have founded 

Dhakina Kali Mandir in Killarjhar and made arrangement of the regular 

puja in the temple and animal sacrifice to the Devi.4° Further, for the 

maintenance of the Udasintila Siva temple Raja Kumud Narayan donated 

land to the temple and used to pay Rupees 6 per month to the pujari. In 

the response to the request of the tenants he founded a temple in the 

Tukreswari hill and made provision of the regular puja by appointing 

pUJarl. 

In religious matter, Raja Kumud Narayan extended all round 

assistance to the tenants and granted Darmattor land for the maintenance 

of the temples. Both Rani Fuleswari, mother of Raja Kumud Narayan and 

Rani Abhayeswari were patron of religion and made wide land grants to 

different temples and satras for maintainence. Rani Abhyesari granted 65 

bighas Debottar land to Rangjuli Satra under Habraghat pargan. She also 

donted 85 bighas land to Gossaibari Satra and extended financial 

assistance to Dharampur Satra in its repairing works which had been 

damaged by the earthquake of 1897. Further, she donated land to 

Nandeswar Devalaya ofDudnai for its maintenance.43 

The Bijni estate traditionally made arrangement of vanous 

religious festivals for public entertainment. Among these festivals the 

most important was Durgapuja festival which was considered as a source 

of public entertainment for the people of the estate. 
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Durgapuja was being celebrated in Abhayapuri under Royal 

patronage with great pomp and grandeur since the days of the Rani 

Abhayeswari. It was developed as an annual festival for the people of this 

region. Till the beginning of the twentieth century, Durga puja was not 

celebrated in this region other than Abhayapuri. So, people of all ages' 

irrespective caste and creed took part in the Durgapuja festival of 

Abhayapuri. All the days of Durgapuja, lage crowd gathered m 

Abhayapuri to enjoy it. On the occasion of the Puja, Drama, theatre, 

musical Jalsa, different games were arranged in Abhayapuri. Jatra parties 

were imported from Calcutta and even Ostad and Singers from outside 

also invited. Band party from Punjab was also brought for the occasion of 

the Durgapuja festival. Besides the stage of Natyamandir, temporary 

stages were also prepared for this occasion and Drama, theatre, songs and 

dances were performed day and night during the period of the Durgapuja. 

Local artist with their traditional instrument presented their songs and 

dances. The folk songs and folk dances were presented by the local artists 

that attracted the mass people of this region. According to the local 

sources, in every year the zamindar expensed over 60-65 thousands to 

conduct this festival. 44 

c. Development of Art, Architecture, Music and Literature 

A few architectural activities were carried out by the Bijni Raj in 

the first half of the 20th century which is still there in Abhayapuri and its 

adjoining areas. The Rajbari, (Royal palace) constructed during the rule 

of Rani Abhayeswari is the best architectural icon of the zamindary 

period. According to the local sources the artisans and the engineer of the 

building were the Chinese and the sculpture engraved on the doors and 

windows also belong to Chinese sculpture. The building is still in the 

possession of the Raj family which remains in good condition. The 
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palatial building was built with brick and concrete after the model of 

Koch Bihar Raj Hawli. The front view of the building speaks itself the 

glory of the zamindary glamour, is indeed, a very beautiful specimen of 

the high craftsmanship. The wooden work of the building is outstanding 

in its sculptural design. It is said the doors and windows were made at 

Calcutta by the Chinese carpenters and the timber used in it was brought 

from Burma. 

Another concrete building was built during the rule of Rani 

Abhayeswari in Jogighopa for her residence where she stayed for about 

two years before shifting of capital to Abhayapuri in 1900 A.D. 

Apart from Palatial building few temple and schoo] buildings were 

constructed during the early twentieth century. Among these, the 

noteworthy is the school building of the Abhayeswari High school which 

was the best Assam type building constructed ever during the zamindary 

rule. It was perhaps, made by the State Manager, Gurucharan Thakur 

under the administration of the Court of Wards. The wooden works of 

Abhayeswari High school and the long corridor of the school is a best 

example of the architectural development of the days which easily could 

attract the attention of the viewers.45 

Besides, few temples were constructed during this period which 

was made of wood and tin (aluminum). The temples, though made of 

wood and tin are beautiful in look at and exposes the high craftsmanship 

of the past. The temples of Abhaya Devi, Lakhi Narayan, Kalibari, Siva 

temple, Chengkal Mahakal, Natya Mandir are some of the epecimen of 

the zamindary architectural activities. 

(II). Literary works: The zamindars of Bijni were not very much 

keen in the literary works like the zamindars of Gauripur and Mechpara. 



The little works, those were done in this field were by some of the 

enlighten Dewans and Managers of the estate. The highly fascinated 

Manager of Bijnestate, Gurucharan Choudhury was a patron of learning 

who founded nine libraries in Abhayapuri. He founded the Abhayapuri 

Club and library in 1922, which was the centre of pleasure and 

entertainment of the estate officials. Many books both of English and 

Bengali were preserved there which greatly influenced the readers. The 

foundation of '"Kalaparishad" by Manager Ratikanta Sarma in 1940 

resulted in immense intellectual development among the people of 

Abhayapuri. With a view to attract the reader, various books, magazine, 

periodicals, newspapers, story etc. were supplied regularly to the 

Kalaparishad. It gradually developed to a centre of learning and played 

important role in the intellectual development in this region. It gave birth 

of many writers, poets, litterateurs, educationist etc. Later on 

Kalaparishad came to be known as "Bezbarua Bhowan".46 More cultural 

clubs were funded in Abhayapuri in the subsequent period, among which 

mention can be made about, Bisnapur Sanga, Dharampur Milan Mandir 

etc. resulting in the rapid spread of the cultural activities in this region. 

Rani Abhayeswari was one of the patrons of the Assam Sahitya 

Sabha Sanmilan held in Goal para in 1918. She extended financial 

assistance to the organizers of the Session for the smooth running of the 

Conference. She also gave manuscript of the book written by Chilari in 

1566 for Exhibition in the Session. 

Under the patronage of Bijni estate literary works got a new life in 

Abhayapuri because of the literary zeal of some of the estate Dewans and 

Manages of Bijni. Radakanta Sarma, Gurucharan Choudhury, Durgeswar 

Sarma were the patron of literature who extended help in the matter of the 

literary activities. Under Royal patronage Radhanath Sarma, the Pandit of 
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Abhayapuri Sanscrit Tol wrote Sanskrit book "Bhabapushpamala", which 

was a great creation of the contemporary time. The preface of the book 

was written by the great literary person of Assam, Kaliram Medhi. Some 

the estate officials of Bijni estate involved in the literary works and 

founded a branch of Assam Sahitya Sabha in Abhayapuri. The pioneer of 

the this noble job was Prabhat Chandra Adbikary for whose endeavour 

the branch Sahitya Sabha of Abhayapuri was recognized by the Assam 

Sahitya Sabha. He wrote few books like, 'Madhab Dev' in English, 

'Gurustuti', 'Dohati', 'Tathkakatha', and 'Krishnakumar' in Assamese. 

The famous poet of Assam was encouraged by the literary movement 

started in Abhayapuri under the Royal patron published poetry books, 

like, 'Arpan,' 'Laha' 'Ahuti'etc. 

(III). Development of Music and Drama: Bijni Raj family had 

significant contribution to the growth and development of the music and 

drama in this region. Indigenous music and culture were popularized 

under the Royal patron. Holding the musical progratnme in Rajbari was a 

Royal tradition of the landlords of Assam. Artists were invited from 

Bengal, Kanpur, Punjab and other parts of India. The Royal house 

encouraged the local artists to popularize the folk songs and dances by 

providing the platform of its practices. On occasion of the religious 

festivals, especially, during Durgapuja, wide musical programme were 

chalked out for all the days of the puja. Several local artists presented 

their songs and dances in the 'Jalsa' with their traditional musical 

instrument, held during the festivals. The indigenous music and musical 

instruments like, Dotara, Flute, Drum, Khujuri, Khutital, Nupur, etc, 

received impetus and earned huge support of the laymen. Generally, the 

artists engaged in the folk music were the resident of the remote villages 
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of Bijni estate. Their comedian, tragic, and legendary songs provided 

immense entertainment to the audiences.47 

In 194 7, "Kamrupi N atya Sangha, "was founded by some of the 

drama loving persons of Abhayapuri with the help of Raja Bhairabendra 

Narayan Bhup Deb and estate official Kuldev Sarma. Kamrupi Natya 

Sangha played an important role to the promotion of the Natya Andalan 

in this region. It aimed in to bring a revolutioNaray change in the Natya 

Andalan in Western Assam. The Kumrupi folk songs and dances were 

presented on the stages in Abhayapuri and its surrounding area and, thus, 

made it popular in this region. Till then, the role of female in drama and 

the dancing squad was played by male in disguise of woman. Abhayapuri 

Natyaparishad for the first time against the traditional system organized a 

dancing group with the girl members and staged dancing programme in 

different places and earned huge support and inspiration. Rani Sabita 

Devi, the wife of the last zamindar of Bijni Bhairabendra Narayan 

encouraged the Natya Parishad by giving financial assistance.48 In the 

subsequent years "Jyoti Sanskritic Sangha", another Cultural organization 

of Abhayapuri created 'sunami' in the cultural arena of this region. 

Rani Abhayeswari prepared the base of the development of drama 

and theatre in this part of Assam. On occasion of the religious festivals, 

like Durga Puja, Rani Abhayeswari invited Jatra parties, drama parties 

and theatre groups from Calcutta for public entertainment. Huge 

gathering enjoyed the flavour of these dramas and theatres. In 1901 stage 

drama was held for the first time in Abhayapuri. Natya Company, 

Prabhas Opera, and New Prabhas Operara etc sent their N atya group to 

stage in Abhayapuri, which won the heart of the drama loving people of 

this area. Influenced by the Calcutta Jatra and Drama parties, some local 

people started to stage drama in Abhayapuri. They also staged drama in 



Gandhi Maidan for the aid of Bapuji M.E School. Due to the absence of 

Assamese script, initially, the local drama party played Bengali drama. 

Later on, Bengali drama was translated into Assamese and thus, 

Assamese drama began to be staged in this area. Thus, the modern 

tecl1nique of drama, theatre and application of new apparatus in theatre, 

brought a dramatic change in the Natya Andalan in western Assam.49 

The abolition of zamindary system, however, no doubt, affected 

the progress of the Natya Andalan of western Assam. 
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