
Chapter- 2 

Condition of Northern Bengal on the Eve of the Movement 

During the 30's, it was the influence of socialist ideas, anti Zamindari 

campaigns of Haq ministry, rise of caste and communal politics and extension 

of student's movement in the rural areas of Northern Bengal that compelled 

nationalist Congress to think about the problems of the peasants. Economic 

depression of the time was linked with the spread of socialist ideas in and 

outside the Congress. It was after 1932 the peasants severely expressed 

their economic grievances in the long gap of any Gandhian movement 

launched. Various districts of North Bengal cohorts questioned the 

orthodoxies. 

Political Trend 

The popularity of Gandhian movement broadened the area of mass 

participation and made the politics more salient that was beyond the capability 

of the revolutionary groups of Bengal. These groups scattered, did not 

disappeared but got detached from the Gandhian movement until socialist 

idea infiltrated into the Congress politics with Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash 

Chandra Bose. Active members of the revolutionary groups engaged 

themselves with F.B and other leftist parties. Certainly longstanding conflict of 

Jugantar and Anusilan group did not disappear. In various districts of North 

Bengal, leftist parties controlled student politics, in reality influenced by 

revolutionary groups. There was an obvious change in the political 

atmosphere in North Bengal since 1930. Breaks were beginning to appear in 

the revolutionary groups as their active members participated with mainstream 

Congress politics. In February 1930, Birendra Oas Gupta of Rangpur, Satindra 
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Roy and Brajendra Das of Dacca and Naresh Guha of Mymensingh decided 

to separate from Anusilan Samity. It was an effort of the younger members viz 

Jitesh Lahiri the Rajsahi leader, Birendra Dutta of Jalpaiguri, Birendra Das 

Gupta of Rangpur, Manindra Lahiri of Pabna and Satindra Roy of Dhaka had 

decided to motivate the Anusilan Samity of North Bengal without any 

interference by the older leaders 1• In 1924 Sirajganj of Pabna a clash between 

Gandhian no changer and Subhash pro changer i.e between Subhash 

Chandra Bose and Prafulla Ghosh, Sengupta took place. They also voted 

the Bengal Pact issue. College Students of Pabna and Mymensingh 

supported Subhash Bose2
• Devotion towards Congress was so declining that 

one Praffulla Sarkar could not remember whether he renewed his 

membership of the Congress or whether he was a continuing member of 

executive committee3
• Gandhi considered Jalpaiguri, when he visited in 1925, 

as a place of businessmen. He accepted the honorary certificate, given to him 

without reading it. Mahatma disappointedly commented-Here is the ocular 

demonstration of your faith in charka. When only five among thirty raised their 

hands before him, sign of their attachment with charka was demonstrated4
. A 

large crowd of Rajbansis and a section of community leaders wanted 

something more, but Gandhi only gave stress on 'Charka'. Charu Chandra 

Sanyal was surprised that during half an hour talk with the students Gandhi 

did not mention that leaving schools would be a progamme of the future 

movement5• 

Congress and the Electoral Politics in Northern Bengal 

To win the 1937 Legislative Election, candidates had to participate in the rural 

areas6. The forthcoming election and the pattern of Bengal politics affected its 

Northern counterpart. Internal conflict of the Congress was discovered as well 
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as the party had to rethink about the rural problems of the peasants. The 

reason why men like Nishit Nath Kundu, shifted from the Congress was the 

domination of the Zamindars over the tribals in his area, Haripur. There were 

sharp differences between Congress workers and C.L.I group or socialists 

within this institution. Prafulla Chandra Ghosh entreated Nishit Nath Kundu in 

a letter that they should be earnestly dutiful towards the Congress, -We should 

not do anything that lowers the prestige of the Congress- he wrote that the 

decision to form a National Party against the Congress in the election would 

be unjusf. But Congress did not manage to cling on both the rivals Nishit 

Nath Kundu of Thakurgaon and Nalini Kanta Adhikary of Balurghat sub

division for the nomination of the Legislative Assembly, Kundu's blame 

against Adhikary, obliged both the govt officials and the Congress, subscribed 

to the silver jubilee fund organised by the officials that was certainly not in 

favour of the principles of the Congress. Kundu predicts this sort of person 

(Adhikary), if elected, may not always act with the Congress party for obliging 

high Govt officials like his obligation towards local sub-divisional officials8
• The 

reason why District Congress Election Board favoured Nalini kanta Adhikary 

was his sound financial condition, capability of bearing election expenditure 

and above all parliamentary experience. Kundu did not meet the mark in both 

cases in spite of being a true Congressman9
. Kundu, resigned the 

membership from the Indian National Congress and decided to stand as an 

independent candidate for the Assembly. When failed to secure nomination, 

he claimed that local men supported him in his election campaigning 10
• He, 

however, maintained connection with Congress went to Sarat Chandra Bose 

and assured him that he would not go against Congress in the Assembly and 

also requested Bose to communicate this to Pandit Jawaharlal11
• Even after 

winning the election, the allegation against Kundu was that even if he had put 

his nomination against Congress, he would have won the seat and would 

have announced himself as the Congress candidate12
• 
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Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was a powerful candidate than Surendra Nath 

Maitra. This 'exception' was likely to be helpful for Sengupta 13
• This was an 

advantage, which Sengupta enjoyed, and a expected by Jahnabi Charan 

Bhoumik, Sengupta had the fullest potential of securing vote at Pabna 

because of his services there even though he was not a supporter of 

Congress 14
• In spite of little opposition from the 'orthodox' Congress people, 

he presence of Naresh Chandra Sengupta at Pabna would bolster his win as 

expected by Khitish Chadra Chaki of Pabna. Jogindra Chandra Chakraborty 

assured N. C. Sengupta that he would favour Sengupta's nomination in the 

Legislative Council and if anyone other than Sengupta got the Congress ticket, 

Chakraborty would oppose it1 5 .At the same time, Satyapriya Banerjee of 

Rajsahi wanted to secure total number of votes from the Hindu tenants. His 

daughter Geeta wrote to uncle 'Tinukaka' (Saradindu Chakraborty) about the 

uncertain woeful condition by Sarat Bose's resignation from the Parliamentary 

Board. So it was not decided that Nationalist Party candidates would stand 

against the Congress candidates. She advised not to spend money at any risk 

or to send anywhere whatsoever. It was Bengal's stance to form a Nationalist 

Party, eulogised by Sarat Chandra Bose, projecting that it would go up higher 

if they could preserve their front16
. Rajsahi District Committee was facing 

several disputes to form the new committee. One group of the Congress 

captured Zillah Samity who did not want to form a new group and the other 

group non-cooperated with them. Even relief work on the flood seems to be 

needless considering political achievement by the second group 17
• Manas 

while not intending to take charge of the Congress in the district of Rajsahi, 

was inspired by Niren Dutta to limit his ideology with the example of Gandhi, 

though had strict ideology, shortened it at last, considering the situation 18
• 

Upendranath Barman stood, as a candidate of Khatriya Samity in the 

Legislative Election of 1937.He was at the time in a bankrupt position, ready to 

put up for sale his properties. He was advised by Haripada Ganguly to 'try his 

luck' in the forthcoming election on the reserved seat for schedule caste 
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candidate of Jalpaiguri19
. Barman started campaigning just 21 days before 

election due to economic crisis. His appeal to the rural Rajbansi people was 

noteworthy. The poem 'Langoler Dabi' (Demand of a plough) which he 

circulated among the rural Rajbansi's of Jalpaiguri had great impetus. It was a 

poem that carried the memorandum of the lower strata of the Rajbansis who 

were oppressed by the Zamindars and moneylenders. 20 Barman won the 

election with the symbol plough. Thereafter Rajbansis ignored all the lucrative 

proposals and elected Nagendranath Roy of Rangpur as a member of 

Calcutta Council. Najimmuddin was compelled to say 'I do off my hat to Rajbansi 

community'21
. After the election, Gandhi met with members of the Schedule 

Caste Party, including Barman and made an effort to include them in the 

National Congress. The S.C M.L.A's did not believe the Congress and 

considered it as an institution of higher caste Hindus who favoured to be with 

the government. Gandhi at last advised them to 'Go wherein your safety lies'22
• 

Bengal Congress was divided into groups and tried to absorb district Congress 

members into it. The fraction as Karan Shankar Roy observed was his party, 

Suresh Majumdar's Party, Dr Prafulla Ghosh's party and some independent 

groups. Roy wanted confirmation from Khitindranath Choudhury of Rajsahi to 

belong to his group while similar assurances were also being taken from other 

parties. In fact, Roy's group, Dr. Ghosh's group and some of the independent 

groups had settled to work in support23
• Kiran Sankar Roy later wrote to 

Choudhury that to meet both Dr. B.C. Roy and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose,the 

leaders of the two wings of the Congress, who were trying to unite the two 

wings. He could obtain both their support to his (Roy's) candidature for the 

East Bengal seat in the council of the state. Likewise, Kali Prasanna Saha of 

Maida hoped if D.Lahiri of Maida contested for the seat along with Surendra 

Nath Moitra, the Congress candidate, it might better the position of Naresh 

Chandra Sengupta's position against the Congress24
• No districts of North 
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District Congress in a meeting on 22nd July 1936 took resolution to end the 

party faction in Bengal for which work of the Congress had become difficult to 

carry on. It proposed that Congress alone should alone set up candidates for 

the councils and not any other party or sub-partl5• 

The condition of the Congress due to this kind of politics was very frustrating 

that Lokendra Mohan Sen, Joint Secretary, Dinajpur District Congress, alleged 

that district Congress members were annoyed because the President of the 

Congress (Rajendra Prasad) only visited Calcutta and then went back. 

Jawaharlal had high probability of not doing that. It would be good if the 

President visited the districts. Sen urged Panditji to visit and stay in the district 

Dinajpur at least for two days. On the other hand, Secretary also cautioned 

Sen. that nationalists and other persons of stakes could stem the process of 

the nomination of the Congress candidates26
• Madan, a Congress worker from 

Dinajpur went to Sarat Chandra Bose and K.S. Roy for a financial help of 

thousand rupees for an election petition. Both disagreed to help him. Madan 

wrote painfully - In this earth no body helps unless he is helped by himself. This I 

learn and forbid this idea27
• Financial dependency to Calcutta was a common 

feature of the District Congress. Khagendranath Dasgupta from Jalpaiguri was 

seeking for five hundred rupees from the Calcutta Provincial Congress. If he 

did not receive he had to stop the election propaganda. Likewise, Suresh 

Majumdar got very minimum political propaganda from Atul Chandra Kumar of 

Maida due to financial crisis. 

Shifting Political Loyalty 

Communal Award agitated the minds of Northern part of Bengal over and 

above with the other areas. Mahinddin Khan resigned as an executive 

member of B.P.C.C on the grounds that Communal Award was contrary to 

Congress decision. In Bombay, President had identified himself as a Hindu 
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Congress decision. In Bombay,President had identified himself as a Hindu 

Mahasabha leader than a Congress leader -so it would be controvertial to 

remain as an executive anymore28
• B.P.C.C kicked up a stink against Working 

Committee of the Congress regarding Communal Award. In the Dinajpur 

session, the attitude of B.P.C.C did much for the happy union of both the 

wings of the Bengal Congress29
• During 1939, Congress organised several 

meetings within extensive areas of Dinajpur. Khemesh Chatterjee, who was a 

member of the organizing committee, a member of the contact committee of 

the Congress and secretary of the Dinajpur Labour Union was imbued with 

socialist ideas. He incited the peasants against Zamindars through speeches 

in meetings and circulation of leaflets. He also tried to capture the student's 

organisation that was under the control of Anusilan30 .So Khemesh Chatterjee 

who was a member of Dinajpur Jugantar group was criticised in Congress and 

towards the close of 1938 he became a rigid follower of Soumendra Nath 

Tagore's Communist League, latter known as Revolutionary Communist Party 

of India. Khemesh Chatterjee was associated with Bibhuti Guha of Anusilan 

Samity and Amiya Bagchi of Jugantar group and others. He became a 

member of Dinajpur Krisak Committee as a person of Congress socialist 

principles. In the last part of the year 1938, he organised the peasants and 

propagated Soumendranath Tagore's ideas among them31
. Chatterjee tried to 

capture the Dinajpur Congress in order to preach socialism amongst the 

masses and by this time. He and others had formed mass contact committee 

under the Congress with the left wings of Dinajpur. In order to gain popular 

sympathy and financial help they arranged meetings of the peasants in the 

town as well as in the mufassi132
• Bankim Mukherjee and his party C.P.I 

though departed from Dinajpur, his followers Bibhuti Guha, Karali Biswas and 

Jyotish Sen used to assemble in the Dinajpur Congress office. They along with 

Chatterjee formed Congress Socialist Party and Communist Cell in Dinajpur33
• 

Gurudas Talukdar who later became a firm Marxist and organised anti-Quit 

India propaganda in Dinajpur was also a follower of Congress34
• At the 
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insistance of Soumendranath Tagore a branch of the Communist League 

against war and Fascism was started at Dinajpur with Khemesh Chatterjee 

and others to undermine the Bengal Provincial Krisak Congress Organisation 

of Mujaffar Ahmed35
• 

During the year 1939, K. Chatterjee organised the peasants, labourers and 

students on behalf of the party and succeeded in inducing a number of local 

revolutionaries to join the party. With the commencement of Second World 

War he started to spread anti-British and anti war propaganda, and incited the 

peasants not to pay tolls and taxes. He kept in touch with the leaders in 

Calcutta through correspondence and occasional visits and received 

instruction on organisational matters. In one emergency meeting was held at 

Soumendra Tagore's house in Calcutta on 3rd and 4th Dec 1939, Chatterjee 

had suggested the circulation of inflammatory leaflets among the Indian 

soldiers and the Police, inciting them against the British Govt at the time of a 

mass revolution in the country. Chatterjee continued spreading anti-war and 

anti-Govt propaganda among the peasants, attended secret party meetings 

and started a student union named 'Van Guard'. Chatterjee worked on the 

student's front jointly with C.P.I and the Anusilan on an agreed plan.He 

recruited the local students for the C.L.I. In this connection, he got associated 

with Pratap Majumder of Hilli, negotiated with the Anusilan Party, and helped 

Majumdar to work out the mass contact programmed by the Congress. 

Tarapada Dhar and others tried to organise labour union of Setabganj Sugar 

mill with a view of starting a strike36
• Meanwhile in April 1939 a rival party of 

District Kissan Congress was formed under the leadership of Nisith Nath 

Kundu who seemed to have started his organisation with a view to make sure 

of his future election to the legislature. He captured the imagination of the 

Santhals of Haripur area and tried to inspire them with Communist idea 

preached by Soumendra Nath Tagore37
. Nishith Nath Kundu's letter to 

Tarapada Dhar was a clear exemplar of the situation of Dinajpur-

66 



- Our opposite party and the supporters of the Muslim League want to see 

that we are unsuccessful in this matter (to arrange conference at Haripur). 

Our failure will be a disgraceful affair. . ............ Maulvi Nauser Ali is willing to 

come ............ He had expressed that he is not in favour of speaking against 

the Congress. He wants to know of you agreed to this ............ He told me 

this, because somebody reported to him that the conference was being 

qrganised by the members of Soumendranath Tagore's group and that some 

of them would speak against the Congress openly. I felt inclined to support his 

views38
• 

K.Chatterjee and others formed 'Krisak Sangram Samity' at Dinajpur9
• But 

this Samity was a rival organisation of Bengal Provincial Krisak Congress40 .A 

Krisak Conference was held at Dengipara where Chatterjee, Mrinal Kanti 

Ghosh Choudhury and others delivered speeches, condemning the Zamindars 

and the capitalists as well as the Govt holding them responsible for the 

wretched condition of the peasants41
• By the end of 1939, Chatterjee and 

others tried to extend their organisation and internal strength in view of a huge 

mass movement. Chatterjee visited Hilli and Sitabganj to amass strength. On 

13th September 1939 Amiya Oas Gupta of A.I.S.F visited Dinajpur to settle the 

party feelings that existed among the students recruited by Chatterjee and 

others to separate party students Known as "Charatrabani" at Dinajpur. Amiya 

Das Gupta met the leaders of these groups and explained the aims and 

objects of the Student's Federation. He also held discussion with the leftist 

group and at last members of the both the groups agreed to·work together 

under the Student's Federation42
• Das Gupta's propaganda was not to help 

the British Govt with men and money in connection with the war. 

By the end of 1939 and the begining of the 40's Chatterjee and others of 

Dinajpur C.L.I group tried to extend their work beyond the district, to revive the 

extremist activities in co-operation with the R.G groups and Dinajpur F.B, other 
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than their own (Jugantar). But Anusilan Dal of Rangpur and Janardan 

Bhattacharya of District Kissan Sabha did not agree to work with C.L.I and 

F.B43
. Simultaneously, C.L.I, under the leadership of Chatterjee sent word to 

the Rangpur Anusilan Samity that; they had no objection to allow the Dinajpur 

C.L.I members to work in the open front of F.B at Rangpur44
• The effort of 

Madhab Bhattacharya of B.P.S.F was to negotiate with C.L.I. The negotiation 

however failed by the middle of 1940. C.LI succeeded to set up a branch in 

Jalpaiguri but circulation of its leaflet 'La/ Nishan' could not be continued. 

Chatterjee and Dhar then tried to organise the peasants of Gangarampur. 

Clash with Nandi Choudhuri Zamindari was persuaded plan of assassination 

(though not committed) of the manager of Zamindari was hatched as a part of 

C.L.I's armed revolution. Nishit Nath Kundu after being elected as an M.LA 

tried to control C.l.l movement in his area Haripur. He wrote Chatterjee that-

-" The condition of the people of Haripur village is bad and it will be difficult 

for them to arrange food for 150 volunteers or 20 to 25 persons. The 

Zamindars of course can, but it will not be proper for you to go to them for 

food as you are going to interfere with their income. If you take five or seven 

workers only, then surely, there will be no difficulty about your food and 

lodging. Haripur Me/a is controlled by the court of words. If you do anything 

'unlawful', it is not known what the Magistrate will do. The present District 

Magistrate is very expert in taking actions in such matters. My candid 

opinion, in the circumstances, is that you must not do anything at the 

present moment for which few who are now in the field of work may be 

arrested. There is a/so every possibility of your being arrested, if you 

created trouble in the Me/a. 1 would therefore suggest that it would be better 

for you to work in co-operation with the proprietor of the fair. In that case, 

you do not run any risk of being arrested and at the same time, you may get 

the desired effect. You can expect some contribution to your party fund 

also. I invited your suggestions in this matter, but you were silent over it. I 

do not think peasants will court arrest in case Govt starts taking such action. 
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What is the good of courting arrest by then? The country has not prepared 

for any struggle yet. 45 

In terms of geographic and demographic status the range of participation of 

the C.D. Movement was tapered off in comparison with the movement of 

1920-21. For example Alipurduar remained inactive46 A number of 

Congressmen were associated with Hindu Mahasava and their opposition to 

Communal Award and Pune Pact caused a large section of Muslims, and 

Rajbansis to remain inactive.1937 election was the attempt from the part of the 

Congress to revive their organisation in Jalpaiguri. The election unfolded that 

organisation of Zamindars, Rajbansis and the Muslim votes for Nawab 

Musharraff were the winning factors. Phony members were enrolled for the 

B.P.C.C election47
• 

Reallocation of Politics 

The year 1936 -49 was described by the contemporaries as the light and 

shadow era. Group politics emerged and loyalty towards Congress declined. 

At that time, the social and political life of Siliguri was changing48
• The rich 

sections and Jotedars of the locality such as Birendranath Roy Sarkar 

obstructed the step taken by Prodyot Basu and others to change Siliguri from 

Union Board to Municipal area and social worker and lawyer Abanindranath 

Bhatyacharya supported Nanturam Agarwala.But. They were also with the 

authority when in 1941 police arrested Siumangal Singh, Bireshwar Majumdar, 

Brojendra Kumar Basu for their attempt to host the flag. During 1930, both 

Kalimpong Congress Committee and Siliguri Congress committee claimed 

themselves to be Zillah Congress Committee but B.P.C.C passed on order in 

November of 1931 that Headquarter of Darjeeling Zillah Congress Committee 

would be positioned at Siliguri49
. Like other places in Bengal clashes were 

69 



common in Siliguri between Basu group and Sengupta group50
• After the 

death of C.R.Das, an in house clash of the Congress was apparent between 

pro and anti Gandhians; Siumangal Singh and Brojendranath Dutta 

respectively51 Singh established Darjeeling Congress Committee, when 

released from jail52
• During 1937-38, Congress Committee was formed in 

Siliguri by casting votes and Prodyot Kumar Basu defeated Siumangal Singh, 

the devoted Gandhian. It was seen that the first prisoner of this sub-division Sri 

Siumangal Singh (President of Darjeeling Congress Committee) was defeated with 

vote, and me who do not wear Khadi cloth, on the other hand servant of British court, 

was elected in the Congress Committee by vote53 Basu feared to be the secretary 

in the excluded area of Darjeeling as it meant opposition to the British Govt 

and the final fear for imprisonment. He wrote --It is not a matter of disgrace for 

me, that in the burning situation of 1938-39,1 feared to take charge of the local 

Congress Committee54
• Showing it as a cause, he exempted himself from 

duties, as he did not consider himself as a proper Satyagrahi55
, however he 

promised to deliver lectures against British imperialism. Later on when the 

authority charged him, influential lobby managed to elevate him. His comment 

was remarkable -If I will be charged and imprisoned by the police, later on, that may 

be, led the way. But I was not an undeserving person comes in for a windfall56
. 

During the Second World War and in the year 1940 and 1941, administration 

arranged war festival in Siliguri to prevent people's fear of war and extract 

money. Basu, Abanibabu, and others were in the managing 

despite the fact that this was totally against Congress ideology. Basu and 

Abanibabu took part in the peace process, food and other committees with the 

uthority. Basu and others encompassed the town with a song as a mark of 

respect of their Majesties Silver Jubilee celebration.57 

Link of politics between Calcutta and Northern Bengal was acknowledged that 

later affected the movement. Baroda Kanta Bhatyacharya, leader of Congress 

in Siliguri was forced to take a resolution to not to co-operate with ad-Hoc 
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committee in a letter on 24th February 1940, by Asrafuddin Ahmed Choudhury, 

secretary of B.P.C.C. A letter of same date by Pratul Ganguly to Bhatyacharya 

shows appreciation for the stand he took against Ad-Hoc committee58
• 

R.P.Sinha, the then Secretary Darjeeling District Congress Committee show 

caused Baroda and Brajendra Kanjilal, on the basis of forming an association 

without any permission from District Committee59 Baroda was not with the 

conservative group of Congress. Bengal Provincial Forward Block 

recommended him as an organiser of Darjeeling District Committee on 5th 

February, 1941. On 161h July 1941, Hemanta Bose and Pannalal Mitra for 

B.P.F.B solicited Baroda for the numbered members and delegates for the 

Zillah conference .. A teleqram on 7th December, 1941 Sa rat Bose appealed to 

put together both Hindu and Muslim support in the course of a meeting and 

form a Progressive coalition Party. Radical group, centered Calcutta, 

suggested that Congress should show inclination towards the peasants. But it 

was seen in North Bengal that Kishan Sabha with leftist views, take the 

advantage of the kinship with peasants. A pamphlet, obtained by the police 

from the house of Baroda on 31st July 1942 was titled 'Socialism and 

Peasants' and edited by M.N. Roy where it was advised that the village 

Congress committee to shift as peasant committee. There was a possibility of 

rivalry, if two committees functioned separately. Congress should be a 

peasant organisation the reason being that the mass is peasants who must be 

dynamic to obtain political and economic freedom.60 

Debendranath Jha of Maida joined the Tripuri session of the Congress as a 

delegate from Maida District after Subhas Chandra Bose was elected as the 

Congress President for the second term. Pandit Govind Pallav Pant mooted a 

proposal that the members of the Congress Working Committee would be 

elected by Gandhi, with the obvious intention of curtailing the powers of the 

President, the then elected Subhas Chandra Bose. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

and other non-Bengali Congress leaders openly canvassed in favour of the 
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proposal, alleging that the Bengalis were taking the lead in the affairs of the 

Congress and dictating its policy, which should be stopped at any cost. Jha, 

being a Bengali, thought it was an obligation on his part to oppose the move of 

Pant. The proposal was however put to vote and Debendra Jha and others 

opposing it were outvoted. Since then D.Jha suppo'rted the left wing of the 

Congress or the F.B which was formed by Subhash Chandra Bose61 .At the 

time the office of the suspended B.P.C.C and the F.B were situated at the 

house of Jadu Nandan Poddar at Golapatti in English Bazar town.Atul 

Chandra Kumar, M.L.A, was the president of the F.B and in 1941 when he 

resigned, Sakuntala Devi wife of D.Jha was elected as the President. 

According to Jha before the Tripuri Congress the numerical strength of the 

Congress members of Maida District was about 10,000 later about 8000 

signed to join the F.B. They were greatly influenced by Subhas Chandra 

Bose's visit to the district. Some time before the Ramgarh sessions of the 

A.I.C.C there was a split in the Congress and most of the Congress members 

of Maida District sided with the official B.P.C.C. However, in house clash also 

started in F.B of Maida between Secretary Sudhendu Jha and President 

D.Jha. D.Jha had many responsibilities while S.Jha had few. At the end of 

1939 S.Jha organised a meeting at Nagharia in Maida, without permission 

from F.B. He was later suspended for breaking discipline. From then S.Jha 

and a group of F.B (Khitish Chandra Das and others) joined the C.P.I. 

Noteworthy three members of F.B at that time were Ashutosh Mishra, Nephew 

of Zamindar Babu Ramkrishna Roy of Harishchandrapur, Ashutosh Chatterjee 

of Hindu Mahasabha and Subodh Mishra of Pipla. D.Jha was financially 

helped by Subhash Chandra Bose to start a mass movement. A handwritten 

draft seized by police from his house on 2ih June 1942 stated that in this 

emergency period of the country no mistake should be committed as Jagat 
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Seth did in 1757. So, police concluded that D.Jha must be linked with Ashwini 

Ganguly group or Sankar Math group62
• 

Movement of the Tea Gardens 

We find a settled labour force in the 1930's in Duars or a fixed population of 

plantation labour63 .Tea garden workers were supervised by the Sardars and 

were tied up with a garden. The garden workers were reduced to a semi

servile status. Sardars were working as middlemen between planters and 

labour force. Their significant role was to isolate the labours from outside 

influence and any trade union and cut them off from mainstream nationalist 

movement64 .As a non-regulated district, the British authority tried to cut off 

link between the tea plantation labourers and the nationalists. But on the 

contrary, there existed a close relationship among the Nationalist Congress 

leadership of Jalpaiguri and Bengali tea planters and garden owners. This 

relationship restricted the impact of nationalist movement among the tea 

labourers65
• Despite that, an ignorant relationship, built on the linguistic, 

cultural, and social difference was seen among middle class nationalist 

Congress leaders and tribal tea garden workers66
• Divisional commissioner of 

Rajsahi assured divisional commissioner of Jalpaiguri on 29 September 1929: 

... all the politically minded people in it (the district) are deeply concerned financially 

with tea and they do not want the labour force upset. 67 Next day divisional 

commissioner of Rajsahi wrote chief Secretary of Govt of Bengal: So far as can be 

seen no interference with labour on tea gardens is likely. The Congress leader and 

every Indians of means in Jalpaiguri are deeply involved in the tea Industry and the 

last thing they desire is any trouble which would affect the dividends. Possibly, they 

would not mind creating trouble in British owened gardens but would be afraid of it 

spreading to Indian gardens68
. 
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According to the Indian Administrative Act of 1935, the election of 1937 held in 

Bengal where had a seat reserved for Duars tea garden labours, but no 

National Congress or Trade Union Congress had a place for their candidate 

and so Sardar Babu Litta Munda Oraon won, favoured by the planters. He won 

despite the economic depression during 1930's which kept the wages of the 

labourers remain static between 1920 -4 7. Even in the early 1940's, labourers 

lived and worked in the tea gardens like slaves69
• During Second World War, tea 

planters expected enhancement of the Industry. After the Second World War 

when the labour agitations started, wages increased and some relaxations in 

the iron- rule in the garden was granted by the planters. It was stated in the 

Labour Investigation Committee Report that despite three tiny strikes the 

last five years the tea gardens of Duars was peaceful70
• Abdullah Rasui his 

speech on 27th June 1939 in Jalpaiguri District Krisak Samity Conference at 

Maidan Dighi asked for the unification of tea garden labours and the Adhiars. 

He said: 

There are many tea gardens in your district. In those gardens thousands of 

labourers work ... There too exists exploitations and oppression on the part of 

vested interests. So they are also an exploited class like you. They are your 

brothers and sisters and their joy and sorrow are tied with your joy and sorrow 

in one thread. There is no conflict between their struggle and your struggle ... 

So at the time of the struggle of the tea garden workers you are not to 

hesitate in extending all possible help to them. If you can strengthen your 

movement, the workers can strengthen their movement, and these two 

movements can make advances in co-operation with each other, then you will 

be able to achieve revolution that would bring freedom for the country and 

emancipation of humanit/1
• 

The tea gardens were not spared from the political wave though from 9th to 

15th September. Rumours about the Congress decision to incite the 

labourforce of the tea gardens to attack Govt servants and Govt Buildings 
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were heard72
• As a part of the movement of Kumargramduar some labourers 

of the tea gardens and peasants of Rajbansi and Rava took part in the 

upsurge73 Since 1930 Congress withdrew its support to the rich peasants and 

started helping the poor sections of the peasantry to take part in the popular 

movements. Till 1942 the peasantry protested against authority. The protests 

in the tea gardens against the authorities had no outside support.74 

Student Politics 

During the Second World War it was established that the aged middle class 

service men and intellectuals were with the Congress while the students 

favoured Communists. Student's politics in the districts of North Bengal more 

or less was lead by Revolutionary groups. During 40's though revolutionary 

group activities were not striking but it had great influence on student politics. 

Revolutionary groups were then working in many places of North Bengal 

along with student federation. 

In Feb-March 194275 the position of the Revolutionary groups are mentioned 

below: 

List of groups, Rajsahi, Date: 12 March 1942. 

Anusilan 

1. Mahadebpur 

2.Naogaon. 

3.Nator. 

4. Rajsahi town 

5. Puthia 

List of groups, Rangpur, Date: 9 March 1942. 
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Jugantar 

1. Mahadebpur 

2. Naogaon 

3.Nator 

4. Rajsahi town 



Anusilan 

1.Rangpur Anusilan Samity(Park club). 

2. Gomostapara Anusilan Party 

3. Lalmonirhat Group. 

Jugantar 

1. Lahiri Byam Samity. 

2. Anandamath Group. 

3. Dhap Jagaran Party. 

4. Chakraborty Byam Samity and Guptapara Club. 

5. Kakina Jugantar Party. 

6. Gaibandha Tilak Smriti Library. 

7. Bani Sangha Group,Gaibandha. 

8. Kurigram Jugantar Party. 

9. Kurigram B. V group. 

10.Kurigram H.S.R.A. 

11.Kurigram Srisangha. 

12.Nilphamari Jugantar Party. 

13.Nilphamari Srisangha group. 

14.Domar Jugantar Party. 

• Rangpur D. C. B. C Communist Party of India. 

• Forward Block 

• Students Federation (F.B) 

• Students Federation (R. S.P). 

List of groups, Jalpaiguri, Date: 9 March 1942. 

1.Anusilan: 

Jalpaiguri. 

2.Jugantar: 

Town Group. 
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3. Congress Revolutionary: 

Ja/paiguri District Congress Committee 

Alipurduar sub-divisional Congress Committee. 

Managuri- Jaharamli Primary Congress committee. 

Debiganj- Primary Congress committee. 

4. C.P.I 

Town Group. 

Boda - Managram group 

Debigang Sundar dighi group. 

Domahini B. D railway workers union. 

• Ja/paiguri District Students Federation- Town 

• Jalpaiguri District Krisak committee- Town. 

• Jalpaiguri District Congress socialist party- Town. 

List of groups, Rajsahi, Date: 9 March 1942. 

Jugantar Party 

1. Dinajpur. 

2. Kalita/a group. 

3. Ganeshtala group 

4. Paharpur group 

5. Balurghat group 

6. Patnitala group 

7. Haripada Sen's group 
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Anusilan Samity 

1. Balurghat. 

2.Phu/bari. 

3. Hilli. 

Dinajpur District Congress Committees 

• Sadar Sub-divitional Congress committee (Jugantar). 

• Balurghat Sub-divisional Congress committee (Jugantar). 

• Hilli Congress committee (Anusilan). 

• Patnitala Congress Committee (Jugantar) 

e Thakurgaon Sub-divitional Congress committee (Jugantar). 

4.C.P.I {Jugantar-Anusilan). 

5. C. L. I{Jugantar) 

6. Dinajpur Students organisation 

• Dinajpur District student Federation (N.F). 

• Dinajpur District student Federation (C.L). 

• Balurghat student Federation (R.S.P). 

• Hilli student Federation (R. S.P). 

List of groups, Pabna, Date: 9 March 1942. 

1.Anusilan 

• Sirajganj(R.S.P,F.B) 

• De/na (R.S.P, F.B) 

• Chatmohar(F.B) 

2.Jugantar 

• Pabna(B. V.F.B) 

• Bera(B. V.F.B) 
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3. Communist 

• Pabna(C.P.I) 

• Pabna(R. D. P) 

• Sirajganj(C.P.I) 

List of groups, Bogra, Date: 22 Feb 1942. 

Anusilan 

1. Bogra town- Active, at present working through S. F, R. S. P. 

2.Jaypurhat- Now almost defunct. Its active members are working 

for the suspended B.P. C. C and F.B. 

3.Dhupchanchia- do. 

4.Akkelpur- Not active at present. Its active members are working 

for D. K. S and the Congress. 

5. Santahar- Active at present. Working through S.F.-R.S.P. 

6. Sherpur- Active -do. 

Jugantar 

7.Bogra town- Active, there are two parties- (1) Led by the supporters of the official 

B.P.C.C and the other (2) by the supporters of suspended B.P.C.C and the F.B. Both 

the parties are working from their representative Congress and F. B platforms. 

8. Chhatiangram - Now almost defunct. Its active members are working in alliance with 

the Bogra town Jugantar led by the supporters of suspended B. P. C. C and the F. B. 

9. Panchbibi - Now almost defunct. Their organiser is now working with the Bogra town 

Jugantar led by the supporters of suspended B.P. C. C and the F. B. some of the 

members joined the D. K. S and is working for the same. 

10. Sherpur- No activity. It exists in name only. 

11. C. P.l- The members are working through the D. K. S and the S. F -N. F. 

Student's federation 

12.Bogra town- Active there are two parties -(1) S.F- N.F and (2) S.F, R.S.P, F.B. 

12. Sherpur - Active S. F -R. S. P. 

13. Santahar- Active S. F -R. S. P. 
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Anusilan, C.P.I and F.B are active in Maida, 0.1.8 report 21 51 Feb 1942. 

Secretary of All India Students Federation gave a statement to press that the 

organisation invites Muslim League to talk with the Govt along with All India 

Trade Union Congress and Kishan Sabha and the Govt should keep in mind 

that despite their extensive differences with the Congress, they all are in 

favour of Congress demand76
• D.I.B report, File No 363 -c-37 shows the 

activities of the Students Federation in North Bengal77
. 

Students' Activities - District Wise Report 

D.I.B report, File No 363 -c-37 

Rangpur: The Student Federation is a well-organised party in this district. The 

approximate number of members of the S.F in each Sub- division: 

1 Rang pur Sadar 550 

2.Nilphamari 200 

3.Gaibandha 182 

4.Kurigram 160 

1092 

The C.P.I makes occasional contributions to help the Federation. Study circles were 

opened and were very active. The students organised again illiteracy campaign, 

collected and despatched doles, cloths and money for flood affected people in Barisal 

and o·1her district. They observed the 'Independence day' and 'May Day'. 

Bogra: 

Attempts are made by some enthusiastic workers to strengthen the organisations by 

gaining support of the students of different institutions of this district. It has regular 

office where the members are occasionally mixing and discussing party matters. The 

Communist leader of Bogra is practically leading the party. The members tried to 

organise Anti-Fascist meetings at Panchbibi, Akkelpur and Bogra by inviting some 
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prominent leaders including Bankim Mukherjee on several occasions. Among the 

members some members are subscribers of the 'ARANI' and JANA-JUDDA'. 

Dinajpur: 

The S.F.N.F organisation is in existence in this district since 1938. The total number 

of members at Dinajpur is 225. The secretary and executive members are part- time 

organisers. Their activities are confined to making propaganda against Fascism, anti

illiteracy campaign, and meetings in co-operation with the C.P.I. They started some 

night schools. 

Jalpaiguri: 

The D.S.F is not well organised in this district. Its organisation and activity are limited 

to the town area, though recently a committee was formed in the Domahini H.E. 

School and attempts are being made to organise the students there. It has neither 

any regular organiser nor any funds to carry on the organisation and entirely depends 

on help from the C.P.I group. They have not yet done any constructive work in the 

district. They are approximately 150 members. 

Congress and Peasantry of Northern Bengal 

Congress became conscious about the rural masses after socialist ideas were 

preached in the institution. Congress just before the Legislative Election 

(based on the rural areas) of 1937 suddenly became aware of the economic 

condition of the rural masses. It formed Agrarian Sub-Committee, which 

requested Jalpaiguri, Bogra and other district committees to collect information 

on a questionnaire regarding the social, agricultural, economic condition of the 

peasants. Peasants had the liberty to organise themselves to protect their 

rights from the Zamindars, Jotedars, their indebtness, illegal payments, 
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reduction of rents and revenues, village unemployment. Simultaneous 

thoughts arose within the Congress that any special representation of 

peasants and workers on class basis would weaken the Congress as a 

nationalist organisation. At the same time, it was essential that the fighting 

groups should be brought within the fold of the Congress. It was proposed that 

workers and peasants' in-group should select certain persons as the members 

of the Parliamentary Committee78
• 

Dinajpur Congress reported to Calcutta that there was a peasant organisation 

in the district known as Dinajpur Praja Samity that functioned irregularly. 

There were about 30 members in the Samity. it was formed to safeguard the 

interests of the tenants but there was not any co-operation between the 

Congress and the Praja Samit/9.Rajsahi District Congress committee 

reported that peasants had to be told by the member of the same class that 

Congress primarily represented the poor rather than the already set belief of 

Congress catering to the middle class Bhadroloks of the city . It was by 

chance that the local committees that were formed by the Rajsahi District 

Congress were predominated by the peasants and workers who were 

organised into unions to represent the locality.Any attempt to develop closer 

relationship between the non-Congress peasants population and the 

Congress intelligentsia was bound to fail to develop any permanent 

relationship, as seen by such past attempts. The local Congress should be 

peasants own Congress if a real and tangible contact was to be desired and 

maintained80
• Rajsahi District Committee suggested solution in favour of the 

former view that the peasants and workers, should be divided in two main 

groups i.e. landed peasants and workers and landless peasants and workers, 

should have two distinctly different organisations of their own. The other sub

groups were not to be taken into consideration and those two organisations 

should be given special representations in the Congress.81 Orthodox 

Congress members were against this kind of altering within the Congress. It 
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seemed to Fazlul Haq and Asrafuddin Ahmed Choudhury, an effort by interest 

groups by deviating the rural masses. On the other hand, some workers were 

working among the peasants individually82
• 

Organisationally, Prafulla Tripathi, Madhab Dutta and Sasadhar Kar of 

Jalpaiguri started their mass contact with rural people to include the rural 

poors into the periphery of the Congress. For this they had to include some 

economic demands along with their keynote demand of political freedom. 

According to Ranajit Dasgupta avoiding payment and mentality of the tenants 

were not initiated by district Congress Committee but was provided by the 

local leadership. Yet, Congress was not aware about the condition of. the 

Adhiars83
• Some leaders from the Congress tried to organise the peasants 

separately outside the Congress. The establishment of Congress Socialist 

Party believed that Congress would not be able to organise a mass movement 

in the present condition that would reflect the grievances of the peasants and 

workers. Hence, Congress socialist party wanted to transform the Congress 

without opposing it. 

Bose Brothers and the Peasantry of Northern Bengal 

Subhas Candra Bose's political visit in Jan 1939 to Northern Bengal had a 

great impetus. 84 The people of Amanura, Rohan pur or Singhabad responded 

positively in the District Conference at Nagharia and marched in procession 

with Bose and Kiran Sankar Roy. Local leader Kaliranjan Lahiri, Municipality, 

Oist Board, Bar Association, Dist Congress Committee and the Students 

Federation, welcomed Bose. Addressing the people, he stressed about the 

establishment of many more rural committees and Women Samity, as in his 

opinion struggle for Swaraj had not come to an end yet and with the minimum 

power Congress ministers may have to resign if they were unable to serve the 

national interest. As per his viewpoint, India could achieve independence if 
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she could maintain her unity and harmony; where as global political situation 

was favourable. 

Suresh Banerjee, an advocate of socialism, the president of All India Trade 

Union Congress opened an industrial and agricultural exhibition before 

starting of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee session85 .In his speech 

he expressed his sorrow about the state of the labourers and peasants, gave 

a brief of the evolution of industrial progress up to Karl Marx. He also 

reminded the tendency of the labourers and the intelligentsia to cry halt to the 

process of industrialisation and to go back to the villages. He praised Karl 

Marx for giving the world the idea of socialism, urged the people to unite 

themselves over the through the evils of industrialisation or to uproot the 

capitalism86 .On Feb 4, 1939 huge crowds gathered to receive Bose Brothers 

- Sarat Chandra and Subhas Chandra and they made a big procession where 

leaders of Northern Bengal like Hemanta Kumar Basu, Satyaranjan Bakshi, 

Lila Roy, Major Satya Gupta, Anil Roy, Asrafuddin Choudhury, Jyotish 

Joardar, Jogen Chakraborty, Panchanan Chakroborty,Purna Chandra Das. 

Charu Chandra Sanyal, Khagendranath Oasgupta, Sasadhar Kar, 

Birendranath Dasgupta, Deben Jha and Atul Kumar were present with the 

group of volunteers. Some Santals also joined the procession with their 

musical band. After the flag hoisting ceremony, the Congress volunteers 

bestowed upon Sarat Chandra the guard of honour. Subhas Chandra Bose an 

undoubtedly the popular figure, entered in the conference when Student 

Federation and Socialists shouted 'down with Gandhism'87
• 

Certain facts stand out in sharp relief here. On 5th Feb, 1939 when large 

procession of peasants from Soda and Pachagarh P.S came in Jalpaiguri to 

join the conference, they were not allowed in as the peasants did not agree to 

pay 2 ana as entry fee to attend of Subhas Bose's lectures. Bose later, asked 

them to come into without any price. Peasant leaders Bankim Mukhopadhyay 
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and Biswanath Mukhopadhyay were there in the conference along with a 

considerable number of tea garden workers88
. Subhas Bose mentioned the 

contribution of Oat Bahadur Giri in the freedom struggle of Darjeeling and the 

treatment he met with by the British.89Bose announced in the second day of 

the session that total independence if not acquired, India should not assist 

Britain in her war efforts. Sarat Chandra did not want India to accept the 

resources of U.S.A and U.S.S.R for its industrialisation. He voiced his worry 

about the dominance of the capitalist class.He called for perfect counsel to 

perfection to exercise the powers by central and provincial government to 

remedy the evils. In this conference the message of Subhash Boses victory 

over Pattavi Sitaramayya in the Congress Presidential Election was handed 

over to him90 
• The Charu Chandra Sanyal read out message and there was 

great jubilation among the populace at present. 91 

Sarat Chandra desired that Hindi should be the national language. He yearned 

for Bengali-speaking re9ions to be attached with Bengal while Hindi speaking 

regions of central provinces with Bihar. Chhotonagpur he thought should be 

separated from Bihar. He said if the provincial Govt intended for the people 

then it was in its hands to uplift the country. Some problems like poverty of the 

labourers and peasantry, improvement of the rural areas, provision of a living 

for the Bhadrolok class, spread of mass education, communal harmony, 

release of political prisoners etc could be solved but in reality Govt helped the 

capitalists. According to him Calcutta Municipal Act of 1939 that introduced 

communal election process had kept alive the communal feeling. He accused 

the ministry and described Congress ministry as the better ministry. He was 

against the propaganda of the communalists that Bengali Hindus were 

enjoying all the rights in the Govt service where as Muslims who were small in 

numbers were not, since major portion of the Bengal peasants were Muslims92 

.In this Presidential speech Sarat Chandra talked about the suppression of the 

peasants by the landlords and moneylenders which lead to class struggle. In 
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his opinion if economic problems could be solved, cultural difference between 

upper and lower class would not be ipso-facto. Sarat Chandra's appeal to the 

youths was to give up lessened interests for the cause of the nation. 

Bankim Mukherjee and Somnath Lahiri stressed on the abolition of Zamindari 

system without any reparation. They suggested seizing the property of 

Jotedars and Patnidars. The stirring invited speech of Bankim Mukherjee in 

the Jalpaiguri Provincial Congress, his comment on a contemporary journal 

published from Jalpaiguri : 

. . . Though because of the elegance of language, many of the thousands 

of illiterate and half-literate peasants could not fully follow his [Bankim 

Mukherjee's] speech, tears in the eyes of hundreds of people have clearly 

indicated what the peasantry of Bengal wants today. It is clear from the 

breath after the lecture that what impact socialism created now a days. 93 

Jalpaiguri Provincial Congress of 1939, reflected the obvious enthusiasm of 

the people of Northern Bengal difference with the frame of mind of the leaders 

from Calcutta, urgency on the part of Indian and international leaders to look at 

economic matters. This was clear from the report of famous journalist 

Ramananda Chattopadhyay about the conference -

All proposals accepted in the Jalpaiguri Bengal Provincial Congress were 

important. Among that notable is the rejection of United Kingdom portion of 

1935 India Govt Act and the acceptance of the administrative proposals put 

together by the masses. Conference appealed to the A. I. C. C to except the 

proposal that India should have to get the right of self-determination, like the 

populace of other countries. The proposal by them was very logical. Some 

topics of the other proposals are: realizing political prisoners, land revenue 

enquiry commission, jute ordinance, hearing the complains of the populace of 

the non-developed regions, praising the ministry of Assam, complain of the 
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inhabitants of the municipal areas, essentiality of learning Hindi language, 

demand for withdrawal of banned Communist party and above all demand for 

the development for the development of Bengal's agriculture. 94 

President of B.P.C.C Asraf Uddin Choudhury agreed with their views. After 

Choudhury's speech, Subhash Chandram joked with Choudhury-

-You said about all, indeed why not anything about Talukdars? You are a 

Talukdar. Is not that"? 

Choudhury was embarrassed and said, " No, no it is implied". 

Subhash Bose then on a serious note said -" It is true that there are 

oppressors among the Raja, Zamindar, Jotedar and Patnidars. But they are 

not the total numbers; there are some good Rajas and Zamindars, who 

performed some best works. You and me are learned and are able to say 

something, studied in the schools and colleges established by Rajas and 

Zamindars. They also established hospitals for the treatment of the poor". 

Then someone said from aside "Are you a lawyer of Raja's and Zamindars"? 

Subhas Bose laughed and said " Certainly not. But they are also the citizens 

of this country. So, we have to think about them. I know Rajas and Zamindars 

were a/so not happy with their properties; land rent of the Raj annoyed them. 

Seizing of the properties of Rajas and Zamindars with proper reparation. They 

do business - country will flourish then. 95
. 

People demanded in the Jalpaiguri Bengal Provincial Congress that if British 

were able to fix up the rate of Robinson Barley, then why would they not do 

the same for jute too.96 
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Charu Chandra Sanyal in his speech informed about 200 conferences that 

were held during the last six months of 1930 and which distributed 50,000 

leaflets. Sanyal voice his worry about unwanted group politics, derived from 

provincial autonomy that was the source of the rivalry among provinces; the 

anti- Bengali feeling in Assam, group clash in Madhya Pradesh, firing on the 

labours in Bombay, application of the emergent laws against the anti-Hindi 

movement in Madras presidency -all these were against unification of India. 

Sanyal also referred to the slogan of the peasants that 'Land is for the tiller 

who use plough' -would not be meaningful one if it did not take any political 

shape. Peasants become landless by the oppression of direct and indirect tax. 

He suggested fixing prices permanently for agricultural products with lowest 

price; increasing the amount of production, so that the peasants could pay the 

taxes; otherwise they get the right to cultivate in the rent-free lands.97 

Sanyal wanted to start joint stock companies with at least two or more feudal 

lords. This, as he expected, would start the cultivation on scientific manner as 

well as a class of educated and hardy peasants would replace the rent hunting 

medieval feudal lords. Sunset law and the system of certification he thought 

caused the impoverishment of Talukdars, replaced by cultivator Zamindars. 98 

Sanyal wanted to protect the interests of both peasants and landlords. 

Contradictory to his views, Sanyal wanted the tiller should be the owner of the 

lands. On the other hand, he advocated the funding of big agricultural firms 

owned by two or more landlords. 99 Ranajit Dasgupta reminded that Sanyal 

spoke about the problems of the Jotedars in Khas Mahal area and ignored the 

condition of the Adhiars 100
• Sanyal addresses: 

... In the Khas Mahal [area] the tenant has virtually no right. Even for the 

construction of homestead, government permission is necessary and it is not 

easy to get it. For transferring land the government had to be informed of the 

name and address of the [prospective] buyer and, if the government 
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considers the person as a desirable one, only in that case he is allowed to 

make the purchase. As the Jotedars or talukdars are unable to bear the 

burden of revenue their lands are being auctioned and in their place big 

modern peasant Zamindars [landholders] are being created. Each of them is 

owner of 5 or 6 thousand bighas of land and many Adhiars or Bargadars work 

under them as agricultural labour. The consequence is that there is on the 

one hand a few handful of moneyed modern Zamindars and numerous poor 

agricultural workers on the other and that the flame of discontent among 

these agricultural workers can already be seen. Under the permanent 

settlement, too an increase in the number of workers can be witnessed. It is 

the perception of the Jotedar that the Adhiar leads a happy life, for he has no 

worry about rent. At the same time, the Adhiar thinks that the Jotedar is more 

happy, for the latter's gain is greater. Seeing all this it seems that a gigantic 

change is inevitable 101
• 

Sanyal also used this platform with pride to explain the plans and projects of 

Jalpaiguri Municipality to construct residential quarters for the Harijans and 

establish of a municipal town. He also paid respect by the Bengali tea 

planters, pioneers in the field of tea industry.102 

The labour charge had a sudden fall after the great economic depression of 

1930 in the various districts of Bengal. 103 Labour charge was reduced in the 

districts that had tribal population. The depression undermined the standard of 

living in North Bengal. People had to pay tax of Rs 2000 yearly, instead of 

previous Rs 1 000. 104Difference in Jalpaiguri Khasmahal with the Zamindari 

region was palpable during the 1940's Charu Chandra Sanyal's article in 

'Desbandhu'105 described the disparity by the style of a dialogue between two 

or three villagers-
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-"How do you do Baro Deonia of Dhupguri, what was the news? The name of 

your of your estate is Khasmahal. You are the direct tenants of the Govt

leaving with extra contentment. 

-Nagen- you are well under the Zamindars. Do not know the conditions of the 

inhabitants of the Duars- that is why you are passing comments. 

There is no right of land, temporary settlement. No way of protest if rent is not 

paid, land will be in direct auction. Permission is required for making houses. 

Therefore, one cannot make a house, if he desires, without showing any solid 

reason. Auction of land is a trifle affair. Same for land tax. Some days ago, 

after the settlement, we are leaving our lands and becoming Adhiars. Cows 

and buffaloes if entered to the Khas forest, fines are common; otherwise, 

cattle's were deposited to the stables. Like you, we have not yet tenancy act. 

On that occasion great effort was made by Congress to give us the equal 

facilities, but sorry to say that our Muslim tenants and members of your 

Khatriya Samity are opposing it. 106 

Economy of the Khas Mahal was very oppressive for the peasants. They 

usually took loans from Jotedars, through 'Bhuta' system. Peasants had to pay 

back the loan (grains) after the harvest. 'Muli' was another type of loan, which 

was taken when certain amount of grain was not sufficient for a tenant in the 

midst of 'Bhuta' system. Thus harvesting season, if not helpful for peasants, 

affected the Jotedars too. 107 Chukanidar had to live within or at least nearer to 

the Jote. He along with his family was compelled to work in the Jote. Since a 

Chukanidar was given the deed of the property he could not sell or transfer the 

property without the permission of a Jotedar108
. A Chukanidar could not recruit 

any man in his property. Without the permission of the Deputy Commissioner 

he could not make any dam beside or within the river or change its flow. If the 

Commissioner so wished could destroy the dam. Chukanidar also could not 

establish Haat or Bazar. If the land for which the Patta was given to the 
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Chukanidar seemed helpful for public work, the Commissioner had the right to 

seize it without any reparation 109
• Jalpaiguri Congress demanded the reduction 

of revenue in the Khas Mahal area and of occupancy rights under the Bengal 

Tenancy Act to the Khas Mahal Tenants. Congress campaigned in opposition 

to the jute price. DCC president Charu Chandra Sanyal wanted to organise the 

jute cultivators by Jute Growers Association at the union, district and provincial 

levels and above all fix a of minimum price of the jute 110
• From 1920 onwards, 

Congress maintained good relation with the Rajbansi-Jotedars for whom the 

no-rent campaign initiated by the Congress was not harmful as the Govt was 

the Zamindar here. Jotedars wished to transfer the Haats to control the price 

rate, reduced usually by tea planters. From then a slogan was popularised 

among the tenants of the Duars: 

We shall give rice, we shall give water 

But we will not pay rents 

We will not pay rents to the English 

We will not wear foreign cloths 

The Kulkuli Haat is shut down 

Bandey Mataram is our byword .111 

Jotedars contributed to the Congress Funds and donated land to establish 

Congress offices in the Khasmahal areas. During thirties, many Rajbansis 

were involved in the form of Gandhian protests. Jotedars protested against the 

increase of the rent in the re-settlement operation of the Govt. Some Jotedars 

opposed to treat Dar Chukanidars as raiyats in the settlement. Congress 

openly demanded to extend the Bengal Tenancy Act to Duars areas.Yet, 

oppression was not less in Zamindari areas of Jalpaiguri and Dinajpur. Adhiars 

lived as slaves of the medieval Europe. Wives, sons and daughter-in laws of 

Adhiars became the property of the Jotedars similar to the agrarian production 

of the Adhiars. The marriage of the daughters of Adhiars was also decided and 

91 



fixed by the Jotedars. Often Adhiars were forced to send their daughters and 

wives to the Jotedars, if they demanded112 Sexual exploitation was prevalent 

along with economic exploitation. Jotedars married the women of the families 

of poor sharecroppers and labourers. So during the day the women laboured 

in the field half fed and without wages while at the night their husbands raped 

them. 113 

The condition of the peasants worsened after the economic depression of 

1930; they lost their ability to pay off loans. From sharecroppers they became 

landless labourers. Their purchasing power decreased to 90%.114Numbers of 

rooms were reduced, as they were unable to repair their household as the 

price of bamboo and straw increased during Second World War. 115Peasants of 

Rangpur did not react much in the C.D. Movement, launched by Gandhi, since 

there was no outlet for their economic grievances. Congress was isolated from 

the peasants in this regard. This picture of disappointment was due to the 

failure of Gandhian movement. Earlier, both the Rangpur town and Kurigram 

office of the Congress and Krisak Samity remained together. Congress was 

indifferent to the share-croopers, earnings during 1939-40. They earned two 

anas and one ser rice per day. Thus could not feed their families twice. They 

had to take up contractual job of a labour to any Jotedar or in the house of a 

rich peasant for one year for Rs 18-30 yearly or meal thrice daily or 60 tola 

paddy per month along with a shirt or a dhuti per year. This being the reason 

many peasants like Tanijuddin became a Communist from a Congressi116 

. This led to a natural debate and discussion in the Zillah Conference of 

Rangpur in 1938 that could a Congress member attach himself with any other 

peasant organisation? Muhammad Mahinuddin Khan, President of Rangpur 

Zillah Congress, had strong opinions on this ground. He was not in favour of 

another separate peasants organisation. He was not associated with 

Congress, since according to him opportunist peasant leaders were playing 

their role. On the other hand, peasant leader Janab Abu Hussain Sarkar and 
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Congress leader Daulatunnissa Khatun were agreed for another seperate 

peasant organisation.117 Peasant Samity formed in 1938 demanded the 

abolition of Zamindari system, ownership of land for the man who cultivates it, 

while it rejected the right of ownership of a man who had ploughed, thought it 

to be helpful only for middle class peasants. The Krisak Samity of Rangpur in 

1938 demanded to abolish the tax on betel nut, which was imposed by the 

Fazlul Haq ministry. Fazlul Haq ministry passed 14-rule act in favour of the 

peasants, where Union Debt Settlement Board was created. It was an effort by 

which a peasant could repay his loan. It was not so radical as Rangpur Krisak 

Samity demanded in 1938, the permanent right of a tenant to the land he 

cultivated or reduction of the interest rate without any condition. Thus, Bengal 

Agricultural Debtors Act was not helpful for the rich peasants. Some leftist 

people who agreed to Subhash Bose's group in Bengal were the 'Congress

Communists' who were active in Balurghat118 .One Congress leader who lost 

all money deposited in Balurghat Bank, regretfully told to the commissioner of 

Balurghat that it was not the Communists who created problems but 

Communism was brought by the administration of Bengal Agricultural Debtors 

Act itself119 .The act seems to have been helpful for the aristocrats too. In 

1935, Raja Prasannadev of Jalpaiguri borrowed money from Kundu of 

Bhagyakul and later on the interest of the amount was larger than the 

principal. Nawab Mussaraf Hossain of Jalpaiguri promoted the case to Fazlul 

Haq who instigated Nawab and Sonaullah, successfully win by craft the 

tenants by forming Bengal Debt Settlement Board. At last he could help out 

Prasannadev for the reason that interest must not thereafter overtake the 

principal. 120The members of the Bengal Debt Settlement Board were not 

elected but nominated by Govt, mostly by Mahajans and rich peasants who 

did not follow any rules.121 
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Agrarian Structure, Jotedar, Adhiar and Platform for Peasant 

Movement: 

Long before the British period, the Jotedars controlled the agrarian economy 

particularly in Northern Bengal. In the late nineteenth century the value of land 

increased and some well-heeled populace of Jalpaiguri and Duars bought 

barren lands with the objective of cultivating them by migrant Bargadars 122
. 

Despite cultivating barren lands, new cultivation was the typical feature of 

some areas like Rangpur, Jalpaiguri or Dinajpur where barren lands were 

large and labours were not available. Socially and politically, supremacy of the 

Jotedars was being established in the districts like Jalpaiguri, Dinajpur or 

Maida. As in most of the union boards, the presidents were from Jotedar class 

with 30 to 200 acres of land123 .In Dinajpur, Pabna and Bogra the bania and 

richer cultivators while in Rangpur, Sahas and Marwaries acquired lands as 

the cultivators failed to repay debts 124
. In Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and Dinajpur, 

landlords assisted the immigrant peasants cultivate the new lands by seeking 

their help in providing agricultural tools. Upendranath Barman, man of 

contemporary Jotedar family, later on minister in Fazlul Hague's ministry in 

1941, describes in his memoriam the declining condition of the Jotedars at the 

time of great depression of 1930. In those days Jotedars incapable of paying 

Govt taxes, by means of auction or Govt decree lost their lands; Barman 

though lost his Jots repurchase it later. But undoubtedly, this was the transition 

period when a Jotedar became Chukanidar and Dar-Chukanidar on one hand 

on the other peasantry gave away to non -farmers owning land since the Adhi 

system was unchanged. 125 Jotedars of Siliguri Sub-Division of Darjeeling 

District more often than not bead the costs of agriculture126
. Jotedars of 

Jalpaiguri, who had more than 100 Bigha lands, was busy looking for Adhiars 

. to cultivate lands since land was always in abundance but labourers were on 

perpectual scarce and there was always a contest among Jotedars to grab the 
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Adhiars. Jotedar had to maintain all personal, agricultural costs of Adhiars, 

including land, home, repairing, plough, bull, seed, manure, and tools of 

agriculture. AI times Adhiar had to seek money for birth of a child or for a 

funeral. Probably they were the first Adhiars of this District.127 Bargadars even 

if not entirely depended on the Jotedars, in Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar Sub-Division 

and Dinajpur, Jotedars had to supply costly tools of agriculture, plough and 

bulls to the Bargadars 128
. 

In the year 1946, it has been observed in Alipurduar Sub-Division of Jalpaiguri 

Jotedars claiming six mon of paddy against the loan of one bull or cow. Adhi 

agrarian structure of Dinajpur was very old and well known. The financial 

standard of the Adhiars was much better than agrarian labours. As per report 

of the agrarian reserve of 1935, most of the Adhiars had plough, cow, corn, 

and permanent residence with 1 to 10 acre of land. Others were seasonal 

migrants who travelled from one to another land, few of them confined long in 

old Adhi's. Jotedar did not want to legalise Adhiars. Files of loan arrangement 

revealed that Adhiars were the largest part of 156 loaned families; bonded to 

99 moneylenders, with the exception of 3 all were Jotedars. The loan for the 

period before hewing the corns were given to the peasants and they had to 

return at least 1 and % times more. Nevertheless, the method of realise was n 

pitiless as loan increased and peasants become bonded labours. Other than 

Jotedars, there was no moneylenders or Bania. Bell examines that there was 

not any transformation in Jotedars or in the society of the Adhiars 129
. Tyranny 

was a from of oppression among the hand of affluent peasants as they had 

the capacity of lending money at any scheme and undoubtedly could take on 

the ill- payed Adhiars as bonded labourers. Jotedars realised 2/3 rd share or 

more at the rate of 50%. No rent movement prevailed in Balurghat. 

Commissioner put in writing that even though crops grew well with worth rate, 

the collection of rent (in 1938) was reduced. S.D.O reported that the usual 

collection of 80% rent was reduced to 30 to 40% that year. One of the 
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Zamindar informed the S.D.O that collection that year was 12 thousand, 

instead of 41 thousand that he usually collected on other years. Another 

Zamindar could collect 3000 while the demand was 35 thousand. The Raja of 

Dinajpur offered only 30-40% of the total collection 130
• 

According to Bell it was in the year 1939 the natives realised that in order to 

acquire something they needed the help of the Union Board; in reality it was 

the competition for possession of Debt Settlement Board. Bell says, it was a 

fight of the Zamindars and moneylenders verses Jotedars. It was presumed 

by the moneylenders that if the Jotedars were able to seek the power of Debt 

Settlement Board, the settiement process would take time of not paying back 

the money would grow. 131 

Brahmins who did not belong to the peasant category favoured in lands like 

Lakho- Raj while 'Adhi were suitable for Bhadroloks' -This was the 

contemporary proverb used then 132 .It is clear from Bells diary that the natives 

of Dinajpur were well aware about the conditions of Bengal Tenancy Act of 

1939 even if they did not know about Gandhi or Fazlui Haq133
. In his 

settlement report, Bell wrote, that many people disinterested about land were 

unwanted in the rural areas, even with agitations near Pabna and Jalpaiguri. 

Here was not any chance of revolt. Conflict was observed between Adhiars 

and Jotedars at Atwari and Thakurgaon of Dinajpur District in the year 

1940134
• Bell observes there was no prospect in future of mechanisation or 

combined -farming as per tenants right in the present structure. 135 

Krisak Samity and Agrarian Movement 

Economic depression after 1928 tremendously reduced the rate of jute and 

peasant agitations increased particularly in East and North Bengal. These 
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economic tumults helped Praja Samity to broaden its area 136 .All Bengal Praja 

Samity renamed as All Bengal Krisak Praja Samity at the Dhaka conference. 

Thereafter, it started vocation for election. Between April to July, after 

Patrasayar Conference in some districts, peasant committees formed at some 

stage in August in Moymonsingha, Dinajpur, Rang pur and Rajsahi Districts 137
. 

During 1937-38, a number of Bengal Revolutionaries were released from 

Andaman and other jails. They became Communists while in jail and after 

release went to the villages to work within the peasants. Kishan Sabha and 

other leftist parties were strengthened by their participation. By the end of 

1941, Khemesh Chatterjee was able to bring under complete control the S.F 

of Dinajpur. He then tried to extend his network. C.L.I was against the 

activities of the Communist party. Communists formed the Rickshaw pullers 

union, which C.L.I tried to break up138
• From this time, some Congress 

workers also became aloof and later on became Communist. They were 

Satyen Roy, Hazi Muhammad Danesh and others. Bibhuti Guha of Anusilan 

Dal, a university graduate went to Dinajpur after he was released from jail and 

back to his hometown to organise the peasants. Guha used the 'theory of 

mass contact'139 of the Congress. Guha printed 16 points of demands 

circulated among the peasants. 140 

1. Bina Khesarode Zamindari Ucched (B) 

Abolition of Zamindari system without compensation. 

2. Nilami Jami Krisakke Ferat dao(B) 

Land sold in auction should be returned to the tiller. 

3. Certificate Pratha Bandho Karo(B) 

Abolish certificate system for the Adhiar. 

4. Haate tolaboti bandho Karo(B) 

Abolish tolabati in the haats and markets. 
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5. LangaiJarJamiTa~B) 

Lands belongs to the ploughholder. 

6. Krisak der Rin Makub Karo(B) 

Abolish the (unjust) debts of peasants. 

7. Segar Pratha Bandho Karo(B) 

Aboliosh the 'Begar'system. 

8. Jotedarer Julum chalbe na(B) 

Do away with Jotedari oppression. 

9. Karja Dhaner Sud nai(B) 

No interest on Karja or loaned paddy. 

10. Sakal prakar Abwab bandho Karo(B) 

Abolish all types of Abwabs. 

11. Kono Selami neoa Chalbe na(B) 

No Selami should be charged. 

12. Adhiarke Jami Theke Ucched Kara Chalbe na(B) 

No Adhiar should be thrown out of his land. 

13. Adhiarke Khamare Dhan Tuite Dite Hobe(B) 

Adhiar should be allowed to stock paddy in his own Khamar. 

14. Union Board nomination pratha batil karo(B) 

Do away with nomination system in Union Board. 

15. Garib Krisaker chaukidari tax bandho karo(B) 

Abolish choukidari tax for poor peasants. 

16. Krisakder panio jaler bandobastho chai(B) 

Arrange for drinking water in village. 

Guha then became Secretary of Dinajpur Kissan Sabha and district committee 

of CPl. He worked with Kali Sarkar in Phulbani P.S and Ajit Roy, Sushil Sen 

Janardan Bhatyacharya were in charge of Raiganj area. They tried to include 

Muslim peasants, less numbered in comparison with total Muslim peasants in 

Bengal. 141 At the beginning the peasants succeeded, to abolish 'Nagar' 

system and the interest rate got reduced from 50 to 25 percent. Since the 
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middle class interest went against the interest of the Adhiars, middle class 

leadership had to work hard to gain the belief of the Adhiars. They (the 

leaders) chose local fairs to publicize the Haat -Tala and Lekhai Karcha 

movements. Ranajit Dasgupta opines that the chief slogan was the abolition of 

Zamindari system and land to the tillers. Dasgupta gave importance on the 

dedicated role played by Sachin Dasgupta, Gurudas Roy and Madhab Dutta in 

the villages of Jalpaiguri and Cooch-Behar estate.From initial distrust 

they(once active in the Congress) became comrades. 142 At the same time, 

Krisak Samity was linked with Congress and supported some general issues 

like the release of the prisoners. 

No Toll Movement 

During 1938 -39-peasant mobilisation started in Northern Bengal in the form 

of No Toll Movement. Zamindars or Jotedars extracted undue tolls from the 

peasants at 'Haats'. They had to pay illegitimate levies for selling their paddy, 

vegitable, cattle etc. Levy was collected by the agents of Zamindars in the 

Mela's and Haat's, usually at high rate both in cash and kind. Krishak Samity 

agitated for the peasants and demanded the end of all kinds of levies, termed 

locally To/a or Buti. Retailers in this 'Haat's were largely women who issued 

cash memo for selling wares but had to give illegal 'Abwab'. So the Krisak 

Samity had huge female members.143 According to Kunal Chattopadhyay from 

this time onwards women took active part in the movements of Krisak Sabha. 

They were able to communicate with the masses where men were unable to 

reach 144
• Peasant's agitation against Haat tala started at Bod a, Debiganj, and 

Pachagar P.S of Jalpaiguri. After the conference, held at Maidan dighi on July 

1939 Krisak Sabha called the peasants against ' Haat tala'. On the conference 

of 27th June 1939 Abdullah Rasul, the Secretary of B.P.K.S said: 
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At present, they [the peasants] are either doing labour as Adhiars on land or 

trying to meet their hunger by working as agricultural labourers on daily 

wage basis. 

In North Bengal, in particular this preponderance of Adhiars is a very big 

problem within the peasant movement. Being placed in a helpless situation, 

the peasants get adhi land for cultivation on condition of giving a higher rate 

[share] of produced crops. They do not have any permanent right [swatwa] 

over the land; they are bound to surrender the land at the sweet will of the 

Jotedars. Again, when at the time of cultivation because of their want they 

take paddy loan[dhan karja] they take it on condition that at the time of 

repayment after four or five months they will have to pay an interest of at 

least a half mound[paddyJ on a principal of one mound[paddy] ... The roof 

of this exploitation is the permanent Settlement Krisak Samity wants its 

abolition. The peasant wants land. He will not get it without its [Permanent 

settlement] abolition. 145 

The conference clearly demanded chiefly the abolition of To/a in the Haats and 

also the abolition of Zamindari system without reparation, modification of 

Mahajani Bill and introduction of Tenancy Act in the Khasmahal area among 

other issues. Their slogan at Maidan dighi in the first phase of struggle was 'no 

To/a payment by the peasants'. The tussle continued for three months as the 

S.D.O took the initiative The District Krishak Samity sent a peasant delegation 

under the leadership of Radhamohan Burman, the local Rajbansi peasant; it 

resulted in a partial victory for the peasants as the To/a payment was put to an 

end. 146Cooch Behar Raj estate which included Patgram,Debiganj and Boda 

were in charge of big Haats like Boda, went on with the same practices that 

compelled the peasants to seek the help of Krishak Samity. They set up Haat 

outside the estate areas. The attempt of the Muslim ljaradar of Lakshmir Haat 

to raise communal tension failed because of the unity of the Rajbansi and 

Muslim peasants 147 Krishak Samity protested against the illegal to las (for 
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example recording expences) forcibly collected by the Zaminders and 

ljaradars in the Melas of Dinajpur from the sellers 148 .The enquiry of the Govt 

of Bengal in 1940 showed that Zamindars collected tolls both from sellers and 

buyers of the 6000 Haats of the province at excessive rates.The To/a was 

collected either by his staff or leased it to the ljaradars. 

First major peasant movement . against the tolas was in the Kalir Mela of 

Dumdumi in the Birganj P .S of Thakurgaon sub-division. The cattle fair (Mela) 

was near Bhulli River on the border of Jalpaiguri and Dinajpur where the 

Krishak Samity intervened and protested against To/a and organised a 

separate Mela. The new Haat was known as the Haat of Krisak Sabha. Ajit 

Roy and Rupnarayan Roy marched to the fair of Patiram village of Balurghat 

and were able to reduce the taxes of Haat Tola and Lekhai Karcha at half that 

of the previous rates. At last the Zaminder agreed to negotiate and the 

peasants were victorious. Here and in the other Melas like Birganj, Atwari, 

Phulbari, Parbatipur, Nawabganj, Baliadangi. Peasants refund to pay the 

recording expenses (Lekhai). The pattern of the movement was: 

... volunteers moving in a procession with lath is and flags throughout the fair 

and asking the shop and stall keeper not to pay tolls to zaminders. They 

threatened some of the shopkeepers with social boycott if they did not pay 

heed to their order and several times, they cordoned the Zamindar's men who 

went to collect the usual tolls. 149
• 

During 1936, No-Toll Movement was started in Raiganj. Mahajans tried to take 

hold of the lands of the peasants through Khai-Khalasi system. Basanta 

Ranjan Chatterjee150organised the peasants of ltahar, Bansihari, Kushmundi, 

Kaliaganj against the jute production control law of the Govt. It was a law 

which forbade peasants to cultivate extra-jute beyond the measure amount 

established by the Govt. Peasants led by Chatterjee protested against this 
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kind of oppressive law in 1941, however the agitation did not continued as 

Chatterjee went under ground151 .No toll Movement in Kurigram, Lalmonirhat, 

Ulipur, Kaliganj, Dimla, Domar and Kishorganj of Rangpur and in Maida paved 

the ground for more radical movement like Adhiar Movement. Next in the 

Panjia (Jessore district) Conference of the B.P.K.S it was stated that 

ordinances prohibited meetings and processions during Second World War did 

not worked for some reasons in Jalpaiguri. This was an advantage for some 

B.P.K.S workers to organise a peasant movement. The Haat Tola Movement 

started at Jalpaiguri and then spread to Dinajpur and Rangpur. AIKS thanked 

the movement of Jalpaiguri, Dinajpur and Rangpur as it saved thousands of 

rupees of the poor peasants. This way many Primary Congress Committees 

of Debiganj Thana area were altered into Krisak Samity units 152
• 

Adhiar Movement 

Since Jotedar-Adhhiar relationship was immovable to a certain extent, tension 

was also natural in the rural life of Northern Bengal. Adhiar Movement was 

limited in some areas of Jalpaiguri and Dinajpur districts. With the demand of 

the Adhiars for stacking paddy in their own khamar there was a demand for 

the cuts in paddy loans that a peasant had to seek from a Jotedar. Method 

that was usually into practice in Northern Bengal was that the Adhiars 

gathered the paddy to the Kholan of a Jotedar gave half of their share 

confounded when they had to give Abwabs like Khamar, Golla Muchani, 

Angina Chacha, Dhula Khaos and tax for Durga Puja and Muharram. In 

number of occasions a peasant to give away all paddies and come back home 

with empty basket the reason being the huge interest he had to pay to the 

Jotedar .It nearly amounted to 50 -75% interest along with the principal153 An 

Adhiar had to take loans mainly by three systems i.e. according to Dera Bari or 

Duno Bari, 50% and 100% interest was imposed on Adhiars and the last dar 

kata system compelied Adhiar to take paddy at the high market price and to 
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repay it after harvesting season in the form of paddy at low market rate. With 

the success of the No Toll Movement manoeuvred by Krishak Samity; the 

members in the winter of 1939 -40 demanded to reduce, prevent by-law the 

consumption loan, seed loan and illegal collection respectively. Trisrota 

reported on 2"d April, 1938 about the illegal extraction and simultaneously 

peasants were not relieved from the jute and the tow price of the paddy. 

Adhiars yearned for stacking paddy in their own storehouse. It was lead to a 

more comfortable life for them. It was a joint venture from Rajbansis and 

Muslims. Some property owners who joined earlier in the Krishak Samity left it. 

It was the poor and middle class who took up the movemene54
. District 

Congress Committee took active part, Krishak Samity at the same time called 

for, peasants of Soda, Debiganj, Pachagarh and Sadar P.S who responded. 

Jotedars complained against the practice of stacking paddy in peasant's own 

storehouse. The administration wanted to find a compromise through a 

meeting was unsuccessful at last155
• Nawab Musharaf Hussain, one of the 

biggest Jotedar of the time also failed to stop the movement. The Govt issued 

order under section 144, and arrest warrant was issued against leaders like 

Madhab Dutta, Gurudas Roy. Minor clashes between peasants and police 

also took place. Jalpaiguri District Krishak Samity organised a big conference 

to celebrate Independence Day on 26th Jan 1940. The 0.0 made an effort 

to stop the procession led by laltu Barman. The administration started the 

process of arresting and arrested at least two thousand people. Office of the 

Krishak Samity at Maidan Dighi was destroyed. Some peasants were 

murdered in the jungle 156
. When leaders like Madhab Dutta and Gurudas Roy 

were arrested in Feb, the movement came to an end. Leaders like Sachin 

Dasgupta, Naresh Chakraborty, Parimal Mitra boosted up the peasants after 

the movement. 
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In 1938-40 Adhiar Movement started in the Thakurgaon sub-division of 

Dinajpur against the oppression of the Jotedars. According to one source, it 

was the Communist workers of ex-detenue stamp, who had played an 

important role behind the movement157
. Second tier of the leadership came 

from middle class to the Rajbansi and Muslim peasants; Satyen Roy and Hazi 

Muhammad Danesh unified peasants from both communities in Thakurgaon 

sub-division who stacked paddy in their own storehouse instead of Jotedar's 

Khamar158
. Hundred peasants were arrested including leader Satyen Roy as 

per the Jotedars complains. In addition Sushi! Sen, Gurudas Talukdar, and 

Hazi Muhammad Danesh were warned according to Defence of India Act. The 

important role-played by the members of the Dinajpur Krisak Sabha, 

particularly men like Hazi Muhammad Danesh who handeled the anti 

communal propaganda efficiently for which no communal riot had taken place 

in Dinajpur between 1938-47. However, Rajendra Nath Das of C.LI criticised 

them with preconceived notion: 

-Satyen Roy a/so visited the fair with his people. Those who went on this 

place to work with Satyen Roy reported very badly about him. He is reported to 

have taken bribe (from the proprietors of the fair), realised one anna from each 

volunteers in the name of the Krisak high command and misappropriated the 

same. Is this the aim of the Krisak movement viz to deceive the poor masses? 

Satyen Roy has adopted a very good policy to earn money. We hear that he 

has another object in view viz to stand as a candidate in the coming election. 

The people of Thakurgaon Sub-division are within his clutches and this task will 

not be very hard for him. If he becomes successful, it will be bad for the people. 

It has, therefore, become necessary to carry on propaganda against 

him .......... You told me that Satyen Roy and Oanesh Ali are Congressmen but I 

find they are only opportunists. Satyen Roy and Danesh previously belongs to 

the Congress and League respectively, but now- a -days people do not take 

notice of this organisations. They have therefore taken up the krisak movement. 
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They have realised that in this work, they will have respect, they can earn 

money and if they try, they can safely go to the Assemb/y159
• 

Thakurgaon sub-division was the nerve centre of the Movement. To describe 

the function of Krisak Samity and its relation with Congress the leaders took 

simple examples; Dronacharya's treatment of the lower caste origin Eklavya 

(Mahabharata) or slaughtering the head of Sambuk by Ram on the ground that 

being a Sudra he medicated for God (Ramayana). 160 Jihad and ideas of 

brother-hood were used to inspire the Muslim peasants. Satyen Roy a 

graduate of Calcutta University had fluency in Rajbansi dialect and was able to 

influence the Muslim peasants. Hazi Danesh, a lawyer, used Muslim religious 

texts to influence the Muslim peasants 161
. In mobilizing women, the example 

of Draupadi was usually given162
. Nevertheless, the S.D.O realised that with 

the movement the grievances of the peasants were more conceiving 163
. He 

took initiative to call a public meeting and set up a board in Jan 1940. It was 

an effort from his part to bring about compromise. At last it was victory for 

Adhiars 164 .500 Jotedars and 8000 Adhiars reached 10 points compromise in 

Dinajpur. 

1.Kholan would be fixed by the Adhiar and Jotedar jointly. 

2.1f the Adhiar objected paddy could not be taken to the Jotedar's Kholan. 

3.Abwabs(extra exactions) for the preparation of the Kholans were to be 

discontinued. 

4. There would be no interest on seed advances. 

5. The interest rate on borrowed paddy lowered from 50 to 15 percent. 

6.1n case of outstanding paddy loans Jotedars would not take more than 1/3 

of the Adhiars' shares of the paddy. 

?.Jotedars would not take 50% of the current years crop and give a receipt to 

the Adhiars. 

8. The Jotedars should not try to penalise the Adhiars for joining the 

movement. 

105 



9.All court cases were to be withdrawn. 

1 O.Any dispute should be reffered to the Board established with three 

representatives each from either side with the S.D.O as the judge. 165 

Jalpaiguri opposed and the Peasant Movement continued there. Leaders of 

Krishak Samity then concentrated on the rural poor. Peasant movement 

continued in this District throughout the year, 1940. In April 1940, the 

movement took the form of No Toll Movement particularly at Chander Haat 

and Daudpur Haat of Nawabganj P.S where D.M did not allow processions, 

meeting etc. Thus there was mass arrest. Near about 1940, the stranglehold 

of the administration stopped Adhiar Movement. Both in No Toll Movement 

and in Adhiar Movement, the second type of coercion largely annoyed 

peasants demanded to reduce the rate of interest, protested against the illegal 

tax collection. CPI started the anti war campaign and so the CPI led Adhiar 

movement was simultaneously faced additional oppression by the authority. 

Adhiar Movement was not only concentrated on two demands but also to 

reduce the interest on paddy loan and to erase the illegal Abwabs. The 

movement was also against the cheatings done in the storehouse of Jotedar. 

Initially the Jotedars were surprised by the organisation of the illiterate 

masses; oppressed by generations, take paddy to their own khamar. Then the 

Jotedars organised and started oppression of the Adhiars with the help of the 

authority. At the same time, CPI also mobilized the peasants on the issue 

Fascist aggression and this led to clashes between F.B and CPI. 

ObseNations 

According to some researches, freedom struggle in rural areas was nothing 

but to gain the loyalty of the wealthy class of the society on whom strength and 

weakness of the freedom struggle depended166 .As in the case of North 

Bengal Congress-Jotedar led movements lost momentum during the 30's. The 
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sharecroppers shifted their support to left oriented Kishan Shava, gave 

impetus to their economic demands that was ignored by the Congress. A 

ready platform for peasant movement was then found, linked with Kishan 

Sabha. Jaya Chatterjee however thinks that Basu group put up with 

impenetrability in North Bengal where leaders and workers of Congress were 

not in favour of peasant movement167 .In course of time, the hypothesis of 

mass communication had bore out no success. Actually, leaders and workers 

of Congress were already going through the grievances of the peasants. 

Leaders of Calcutta were engaged in the group politics, incapable of realizing 

the message passed on to the masses. Socialist idea circulated in the minds 

of the ieaders like Nisith Nath Kundu of Dinajpur or Charu Chandra Sanyal in 

Jalpaiguri. Tussle between leaders, Charu Chandra Sanyal vs Khagendranath 

Dasgupta was obvious in this perspective. Jalpaiguri conference of 1939 was 

a landmark. An impression was formed from the official Congress that it was 

the duty of the middle class intelligentsia and landed group to involve in 

politics. A fear gripped them about the probability of a class struggle that 

ultimately would be beneficial for the Communists and the British. In the rural 

society of Bengal, Jotedar- British liaison was clear ipso-facto to the peasants. 

The election of 1937 was unable to enhance the position of Congress. Jotedar 

Khetra Roy of Rangpur propagandised to help the British in the Second World 

War, Sir John Woodhead collected money from the Jotedars 168
· Sa rat Bose 

defeated Prafulla Ghosh in the election for the post of president of Bengal 

provincial Congress. Prafulla Ghosh did not come to Jalpaiguri for that 

reason 169 .The 2 anna visiting charge mirrored the difference between 

Congress and the rural peasantry. It was clear that Congress would not 

oppose the Jotedars or the class struggle would flare-up in the rural areas of 

Bengal. So, the Krisak Samity had to organise No-Toll Movement and Adhiar 

Movement separately. Somnath Lahiri who had come to attend the provincial 

conference, formed Jalpaiguri district unit of C.P.I with the help of Siren Dutta, 

Gurudas Roy and Sachin Dasgupta. Though the Krishak Shabha, did not go 

107 



against Congress Committees formed at the time of Haat Tola Movement or 

Adhiar Movement were headed by eminent and aged Congress personalities. 

Haat Movement was also supported by a section of Jotedars. Haat-Tola and 

Adhiar Movement simultaneously achieved some of its objectives when at last 

during the mid of 1942 the district administration announced limits of interest 

rate of loans 170
. These movements established the CPI and Krisak Samity in 

the mind set of the peasants. 
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