
The flowering of bamboo is often considered as a bad omen owing to the 

instances of associated famines, deaths and destructions following it. 

The human history is replete with such instances: the latest being the 

case of bamboo flowering and famine in North-eastern state of Mizoram 

in India impacting the livelthood securities of the people therein. The 

present study focuses on the phenomenon of this cyclical flowering of 

bamboo in Mizoram and the associated hardships following this natural 

ecological process vis-a-vis the role of the state in mitigating such 

conditions of insecurities. However, the primary articulation is directed 

towards identifying the politicking involved in the mitigation strategies, 

drawing from the theoretical insights on human security and adopting a 

political ecological conceptual framework The carrying out this arduous 
" task required a lot of energy, enthusiasm and sincerity and often posed 

challenges to life during the field visits due the remote location of the 

study area spreading around the forests, slopes and inaccessible areas in 

the state of Mizoram. The barrier of the language with the 'mautam' 

affected people living in far flung villages posed some difficulties in 

gathering the information. 

The study now has taken a shape with valuable insights from the 

academicians, research scholars and many more from those whom we 

encountered during the course of our study. The present dissertation is 

presented in seven interrelated chapters each having a significance of its 
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own and dwelling in the practical field based observations as well as 

theoretical analysis. We began with a very vague idea in social science, as 

to the impact of a natural life cycle process of a plant like bamboo could 

impact the human security or human well being. Later on with a careful 

analysis, we have come across that any ill preparation before the 

impending so called natural calamity and mismanagement of the combat 

schemes could definitely impac_t the society at large. We are hopeful, 

that this study shall definitely contribute towards a healthy articulation 

of the mechanism of natural ecological process of bamboo flowering and 

the externalities involved therein impacting the human security at large. 
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cooperation. 
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The home matters most when you are trying to pursue an intensive work 

like this. Neither work nor reflection would ever have been possible but 
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