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Introduction 

The business communities of Darjeeling represented a heterogeneous group. They can 

be classified on the basis of their nationality as well as on nature and volume of their 

trade. In the previous chapter we have discussed the. nature of business itself that could 

be carried on from Darjeeling in those days. Since business could be both wholesale and 

<etail. the businessmen could also be classified accordingly be as wholesaler and 

retailers. The most important and lucrative business opportunity was provided by 

growing tea plantations. In addition business in hotels and other tourism related 

activities also offered. ample scope of making money. 

A~ the available sources show. the sectors of plantation and tourism were almost 

monopolized by the European businessmen particularly the British in those early days. 

There are references to other Europeans like the Germans and Scottish though they 

were very few in number. 

,. 
As for the Indian businessmen, they were more in other wholesale and retail business of 

grocery and other livelihood products. We have discussed on the B!·itish and other 

European business· communi tie~ in this chapter. The activities of the Indians are 

discussed in the next. 

3.1 British Business Community: 

Commercial interest was the chief driving torce behind British politics in India. 

Involvement of the British in the Himalayan countries was also moti.vated by the same 

o~jective. The character of British economic interests in the Himalaya region stemmed 

from. two objectives (1) mercantile expansions and (2) commercial agricultural 

investments. Geographically. Darjeeling next to Nepal to the west, Sikkim to the north 

and Bhutan and Bangladesh to the east and Bihar to the south is commercially suited to 

the Trans-Himalayan trade system. The annexation of Darjeeling and subsequent 

emergence of plantation and tourism industries provided an additional initiative to the 

British to further penetrate into the Himalayan countries. Successful experimentation of 

tea opened up a new horizon to the British investors for rapid commercial penetration in 
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Darjeeling. Natural beauty and lotiy mountains on the other hand led to the rise of the 

tourism industry in Darjeeling. 

Gradual expans.ion of tea cultivation added a tremendous boost to the economic history 

of Darjeeling. Within few years ( 18.60-1885) the whole tract saw the rise of tea estates 

from 39 to 175. O'Malley in his Gazetteer has described that it appears that by the year 

1866 Darjeeling had 39 gardens producing a total crop of 21,000 k.g Qf tea. In 1870, the 

number of gardens increased to 56 to produce about 71.000 k.g of tea harvested from 

4,400 hectares. By 1874 tea cultivation in Da~jeeling was a highly profitable venture 

and there were 113 gardens with approximately 6000 hectares. Since that time the 

industry has progressed steadily until no less that 50;600 acres or 79 square miles are 

under tea cultivation 1• With the expansion of tea plantation the demography of the 

region changed dramatically as it required a large number of labourers. Hundreds and 

thousands labourers were encouraged to migrate to this region. According to the first 

regular census of 1872 the population was 94,712. In 190 I the population increased to 

2,49,117, or about eight times. Therefore, all requirements essential for the expansion of 

plantation gradually came into existence. We have already mentioned that it was the 

Europeans who took the initiative to launch the plantation on commercial basis and 

expand rapidly under their supervision and finance. 

The Europeans main.ly lived in the urban areas of Darjeeling. According to the census 

of 1869 the tot!ll population ofDarjeeling Municipality was 22,607, of which 125 were 

European adult males. As per the census figure the number of British in Darjeeling was 

'mere 207 in 1872 which rose to 524 in 18.91 and 884 in 1941, only 0.23% of the total 
-population. British population in Darjeeling did not increase considerably in 

comparison with the others because they were capable of controlling their enterprises 

from Calcutta or London with the help of the managing agency houses. In spite of these 

factors they maintained a strong hold over the emerging economic growth of 

Darjeeling. 

Wh~n the British tirst came to Darjeeling, the hills were largely covered with dense 

forests and life was primitive and very simple. Only a few European houses were !;milt. 
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'fhe early records indicate that British enterprises began to arrive in Darjeeling from 

I 841 onwards along with other indigenous merchants. British capital was largely 

concerned with commercial agriculture and hotel business. Some. got involved in 

·retailing as well. The history of British mercantile penetration can be traced back as 

early as second half of the nineteenth century while the tea plantations advanced from 

the experimental to a more extensive and commercial' stage. 

'Pull' factor was more important than the 'push' factor for the migration of British 

business communities in Darjeeling. Land gra11t system of this area was made easy and 

favourable to attract the mercantilists. Land was provided on rent and revenue free for 

long period of 99 years. The contemporary settlement report provided such information 
' 

regarding land grant as revenue free to the British business groups. A large proportion 

of land was given t~ the British Planters for tea plantation from .I 860 to I 880. To give 

an exgmple, Mr. C.H Barnes, a British planter, received more than 3000 acres of land as 

free hold from I 860 to I 869 in different parts of this district2
. Besides, being of same 

race and community, all the British capitalists enjoyed special privileges and elite status 

of the ruling power that the other indigenous merchants could not expect. The latter 

never received any single land as free hold from the British neither for settlement nor 

for tea plantation. The Rajas of native states however. enjoyed this privilege to some 

extent. 

The early British business activities began with retail trading just after the annexation of 

Darjeeling in 1838. We have the first reference to such trade of Mr. Perry of Soorajpur 

near Kishanganj under the supervision of Colonel Lloyd in I 838. He did a deed with his · 

friend Mr. Perry to provide daily essentials (chiefly groceries) to Darjeeling. At that 

time packhorse and pack ponies were used. in some cases to carry these goods and these 

goods had to be carried on by porters from Pankhabari to Datjeeling. There was no 

transportation system at all. Consequently. Mr. Perry was given advanced money to 

open up a market for primary requirements in Datjeeling town. From October to 

December 1838. he continuously transacted groceries to Darjeeling but this enterprise 

did not run for long3
• 
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3.1.1 British entrepreneurship in tea plantation industry; 

Tea plantation and manufacturing of tea were the only large economic activity of 

Darjeeling. It was the British who took the initiative to introduce tea in Darjeeling as 

also other parts of ·tndia. British entrepreneurship in tea plantation industry was 

!aunched by handful civil officials in the tirst decade of second half of the nineteenth 

century-a little after of the experiment of Dr. Campbell. "Tea plants have been sown and 

raised on the lower slopes, at Tukvar, to the north, by Captain Mass?n, at Kurseong by 

S. Smith, Esq.,. and tea is being raised the Canning and Hope Town plantation by the 

companies attached to those locations, by Mr. Martin on the Kurseong Flats, and by 

Sambler. the agent of the Darjeeling Tea Concern, between Kursion and Pankhabaria"4
• 

British Enterprises in Da~jeeling were established under two categories of ownership (a) 

under the companies and (b) under private entrepreneurs. 

(a) Plantation under the Companies: - By 1856 tea industry was firmly 

established in the district as a commercial enterprise. Tea plantations established 

on every nook and corner of the District almost entirely by means of European 

capital and under skilled European supervision5
. The first plantation in 

Darjeeling district started at Kurseong and another at Darjeeling by Captain 

Sambler, the Agent of the Darjeeling Tea concern. He was also the first to grow 

coffee6
• In the same year the Alubari tea garden was opened by the "Kurseong 

and Darjeeling Tea Company and another on the Lebong spur by the Darjeeling 

Land Mortgage Bank"7
• In this way a number of companies were formed to 

engage in tea plantation in Darjeeling. By 18.91 there were 164 Tea planters in 

Darjeeling8. 

One of the largest tea concerns was that of the 'Darjeeling Tea Company 

Limited9
• It was incorporated on December, 1864 under the supervision of 

Henry Smith, Esq .• J.P .. D.L. (Chairman), Sinclair Macleay, Esq., Frederick 

Arthur Roberts, Esq., ·James Riddell, Esq., William Roberts, Esq. (Managing 
I 

Director). The authorized capital of this company was Rs. 250,000 in 12,500 

shares of 20 each. The National Bank of Scotland Limited looked after the 

tinancial transaction of this company. Messrs. Begg, Dunlop & Company was 
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the managi"ng agent of the company. It was situated in Calcutta. The head 

quarters of the company was situated at Rochester Building. 138. Leaden hall 

street, E.C 39, Lo.ndon, its local management was vested in the hands of a 

superintendent, with five European assistants 10
• 

The Darjeeiing Tea Company Limited was tormed to take over the Ging. Ambotia. 

Tukdah and Phoobsering tea Estates from the year 1864. The first three were under 

cultivation. At the time of purchase there were 2,087 acres under cultivation, including 

Ging with 758 acres, Ambotia 579 acres, and Tukdah. 750 acres, The Phoobsering Tea 

Estate, at that time , consisting of 345 acres was created out of revenue. The latter was 

given as free hold. The Estates comprised 2.178 acres under tea cultivation, of which 

2,041 were mature. The total area held by the company was increased to 854 7 acres in 
. ' 

1872, of which 1300 acres were under plantation, the numbers of labourers employed 

on the Company's gardens was on an average, one to every acre of cultivated ground. 

Th:s was the average for the year. A larger number of hands were employed during the 

manufacturing season, from March to November, and a smaller number during the 

months when no tea was manufactured. The labourers were paid at the rate of about Rs. 

3 (6s.) per month for children, up to Rs. 5 or Rs. 5.8. (lOS. Or liS.) for able-bodied 

men 1
•
1
• 

The out-tum of tea manufactured by the Company in 1870 amounted to 311,257 lbs. or 

3794 standard maunds, from a total cultivated area of II 09 acres; average out-turn of 

tea per acre, being 280 ibs. In t872 the out-turn amounted to 471,325 lbs .. or 5748 

maunds, grown from 1300 acres, of which I 050 acres were under mature plants; 

average out-turn per acre· of mature plants. 448 lbs. The Company's gardens were 

situated at elevations varying from 2000 to 4700 feet above sea level. The soil was 

generally good, and in some parts extremely rich 12
• The following table (Table No

Table-3.1) shows the workings of the Darjeeling Tea Company Limited during 1890-95 

of the l91h century: 
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Table-3.1 

The working of the Darjeeling Tea Company Limited during 1890-95: 

Year Mature Crop Sale Yield per Average Average per Total Profit Dividend 

acres Weight lbs acre lbs cost per lbs lbs realized from all sources lbs 

1890 1,906 595,578 318 10.14 d. 12.66d. £6,266 6% 
-· 

1891 1,906 589515 313 9.36d II. 726d. £5795 5 
-

1892 1,906 580,651 309 8.40d 12.9od. £10,865 6 

1893 2,003 5644H 285 8.50d I I .02d. £5,927 5 

1894 2,003 514,148 200 8. 97d. . 12.53d. £7.624 SY2 
--

1895 2,041 575,308 286 8.23d. 11.29d £7.360 i 5Y~ 

(A~x·ounts were made 'UP annually to the Jist December and .submiued. wgether with the Directors' 

Report, in the May following when the dividend was announced). 

Source:- Gow, Wilson & Stanton, Tea producing companies of India and Ceylon( showing the history and 

results of those capitalized in sterling, together with the Annual Repon about the March or April 

following), A. Southey and co, London, 1897,p. 7-13 

One of the largest tea companies in Darjeeling was established under the land Mongage 

Bank in 1856. The first tea garden under this enterprise started at Lebong Spur near 

Darjeding tJ in the same year. Within seven years i.e from 1856 to 1863 it established 

five tea gardens in Darjeeling district. The total area under Land Mortgage bank was 

9657 acres. In 1869 the total out-turn of tea of the gardens under the .Bank was 164544 

lbst 4 which increased to lbs 223519 in 1870. Later on the properties of the Land 

· Mortgage Bank were taken over by the Amalgamated Tea Estate Company Limited. 

Among the early British tea companies Lebong Tea Company Limited was the most 

important enterprise. It was incorporated with I 00000 sterling authorized capital in 
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10,000 sterling shares of 10 each. The Tea Estates under the company were situated 

near Darjeeling. Some of the best properties of the district were owned by this 

company. They worked in two divisions viz: Badamtam and Tukvar. They comprised 

4943 acres, mostly free hold, the planted area amounting to 1546 acres practically the 

whole of which was in bearing. 

The pioneer directors of the company were Charles, Goodhart. Esq. (chairman), Dudley 

R. Smith Esq. George W. Christtson, Esq., Gardener S.Bazley esq. It dealt with a 

number of banks for financial transactions including Smith Payne and Smith (in 

London) Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China (in Calcutta) and Lloyd's Bank 

(in Darjeeling). The local agent was Messrs. Balmkr, Lawrik and Company in Calcutta. 

George G. Play Fair. Esq. was the pioneer- secretary of this company who looked after 

its managerial works from Calcutta. The headquarters of the company was situated at 

Cannon street, London. The following table (Table No-3.2) shows result and dividends 

of the Lebong Tea Company Limited from 1889 to 1894(in sterling and guinea). 
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Table-3.2 

The Result and dividends of the Lebong Tea Company Limited from 1889 to 1894(in 

sterling and guinea): 

' 

Year. Acres Crop Av. Average Average Total Dividend Remarks. 

in Sale lbs. cost per per lb. Profit from % 

bear- Weight. per lb. realised. all sources. 

ing. lbs. acre. 

1889 11261 372,954 335 9.56d. 12.5 2d £6,033 6 £908 to Reserve 

1890 1254 397692 321 10,68d. 13,4od £5,6 58 6 £487 to Reserve 

1891 1359 470778 350 9.83d. 11.49d. £4,201 6 £963 from 
: 

Reserve 

1892 I ,451 494,052 344 8.68d. 13.59d £10,966 9 £1,030 to 

Reserve 

1893 1,520 457,138 304 8.7od. I J.88d £6,805 10 -

1984 154 I 48 9 12 0 321 8.19d 14.31d £2,957 15* £3,000 to 

Reserve 

1985 1542 5 19907 340 7.37d 12.34d £11,741 15* £1,ooo to 

Reserve£ I ,749 

carried forwd 
-· 

• lncludtng Bonus of 5%. 

There was some tea seed produced each year. the cost of which is included in the above table 

(cost column), but not the price realised for the same; it is. however, included in the net prqfit. 

An ad interim dividend ofS% has been paid on the 1896 workings. 

Source; Gow,Wilson & Stanton. Tea producing companies of India and Ceylon: 

(showing the history and results of those capitalized in sterling, together with the 

Annual Report about the March or April following), A. Southey and co. London 1897. 

p.7-13. 
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The British Darjeeling Tea Company was formed in 1895 with £50,000 capital 

divided shares of I 0 each, £35,000 of which were issued and fully paid. This Company 

also issued debentures to accumulate capital, 25,000 in bonds of 50 and I 00, bearing 

interest at the rate of 6% payable half yearly on the I" April and I" October. It was 

repayable at par on July, 1920, the option being reserved to the company, at any time 

after I'' January I 900, to pay off all or any of them at I 05, on giving six month's notice. 

These debentures were secuted by a mortgage deed on the estate belonging to the 

company at the time of issue. In this way they accumulated capital from the London 

Share market for the investment to the Tea Estates in India. It was established under the 

Directurators of R.J.Boyle Esq, W.F. Raban Esq. Sydney Thompson Esq. Loftus R. 

Tottenham Esq. Messr. Devenport and Company became the managing agents in India. 

They usually performed all the functions of management from Calcutta. London Joint 

stock Bank Limited became the financial transaction authority of this company. Messr. 

Lloyd & Company was appointed as its secretary to look after the development of the 

estates in Darjeeling. . 

The headquarter of the company was m London. The company acquired a large 

proportion of land as free hold. West Darjeeling, Nigali and Pusumbing came under its 

jurisdiction in the early period of its emergence. The general ele'(ation of the estates 

ranged from 3000 to 5,500 feet. The uncultivated land comprised of a large quantity of 

·primeval forest, practically untouched, except to procure timber';. 

In due course a number of companies amalgamated with Darjeeling Consolidated Tea 

Company, Limited in 81h ~uly 1896 including the Balasun Tea Company, Limited. the 

Oyabaree Tea Company, Limited. Singbulli & Murmah Tea Company, Limited. the 

Ting Ling Tea Company, Limited. The initial capital of the company was £120,000 in 

12,000 shares of £10 each, half of which were ordinary and half 5% was preference 

shares, all issued and fully paid. Preference shares were cumulative, and had priority as 

to capital as well as dividend. It was formed under the directorship· of Sir Alexander 

Wilson, James Murdoch, Esq. W.L. Thomas, Esq. W. F. Raban, Esq. Davenport & 

Company was appointed as the managing agent of the company. 1r' The purchase price 

for the properties was fixed at £118,000 in cash. 
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This Company acquired the following properties of the under mentioned Tea 

Companies registered in India: 

Total Acres under cultivation.( acres) 

The Balasun Tea Company, Limited. I ,256 Freehold land, 500 

The Gyabaree Tea Company, Limited ... 3,005 Freehold land, 420 

Singbulli & Murmah Tea Company, Limited, 2,700 Freehold land, 750 

The TingLing Tea Company, Limited ... I ,552 Leasehold land, 485 

Total ... 8,513 2,155 

All these properties were situated in the Darjeeling District. The cultivated land was all 

in bearing with the exception of about 112 acres 17
• 

It was the intention of the management authority to further extend the planted area, and ... 
with this object I 20 acres were immediately taken in hand, cleared and planted. For the 

three years previous to the flotation of this Company, the average price realized for the 

produce of the four concerns acquired had been equivalent to Is I Y, d per lb. in London, 

and the net average profit amounted to £6,945. These calculations were based on an 

exchange of Is 2d per rupee. Accounts were made up annually. 



Table-3.3 

Statistics of the British leading tea gardens of Darjeeling district for 1870. 

Name of No. of Year in Acreage and varieties of tenure Total Out-tum Out-tum Labourers 

proprietor garden5 which Acers of tea in of tea in 

compris I the Held Held Held Total under 1869 1870 Men Wo Child Total 

ing the I gardens 
grant in under area cultivatio men ren 

under fee- rent Estate I were nat end 

establish old simpl pay in ofl870 

ed rules e g 

I 
under cu~tiv / 

I I 
new --atmg j 

I I 

I 
j rules leases 

' 

L ' -· I 
acres acres . acres Acres acres lbs lbs I 

14t 

I 

1 8364 I Darjeeling 7718 I .... 646 1109 230,578 311,257 650 350 100 1100 

Company , I I I I I i-... t."" 
Limited 

I 
Kurseong and 2 1856 i 2050 2730 1 719 I 69,200 69,760 77 141 43 261 

I 



Darjeeling 

I I I Company 
r-

Soom Tea I 1862 .. 1252 .. 1252 403 69.351 63,627 100 150 20 270 

. Company 

Indian Tea I 1861 600 ... ... 600 450 3,360 2,160 120 80 30 230 

Company 

TakvarTea I 1860 574 ... ... 574 574 76,947 101,520 200 150 50 400 

Company 

Pankhabari Tea I 1861 534 ... ... 534 130 25.280 26,000 50 50 20 120 

Campany 

Lebong Tea 3 1863 3499 319 2109 5927 1066 194;880 272,720 420 405 I"' ~~ 958 

Company 

Salim Tea I 1864 ... 2039 ... 2039 500 100,800 80,000 300 200 100 600 

Association 

Land Mortgage I 1856 ... 1750 ... 1750 500 50,000 57,926 200 100 40 340 

Bank 

. 
Do I 1859 ... 1150 ... 1150' 250 '18,788 25,052 120 30 10 160 

. 
Do I 1862 ... 1760 ... 1760 250 16,164 25,152 115 30 5 150 

Do I 1863 ... ... 3154 3154 250 8,047 12.972 80 35 5 120 
-· L__. 



loa 
I 

3 I 1862 1585 ... ... 1485 490 62,810 86,887 224 140 26 

I ' I 
Do I I 1862 I 258 258 250 8,735 15,530 96 30 4 i ... ... 

-

Darjt!eling I 1867-8 ... . .. 500 500 200 13.280 i6,800 100 40 10 

TeraiTea 

Company 

Terai Tea I 1866 ... ... 413 413 150 20,800 23,200 100 40 10 

Association I - - ----- I . -· L 

Source- W.W Hunter, A Statistical Account of Bengal Vol- 10: Darjiling, District of Jalpaiguri and State of 

Koch Bihar, Oxford, 1876 p.l67-68 

390 

130 

150 

150 

I 
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Figure 3.1 Women Workers Cleaning Tea Leaves in Factory in Darjceling - 1865 

Source: http://W\V\ .oldmhs.com/oldcr _ dmjccling.htm 

Figurc3 .2 Tea Planter with Tea Pickers Stcinthal Tea Estate 1930s 

Source: http://www.oldmhs.com/older _dcujceling .htm 



Table-3.4 

Statistics of the British leading tea gardens ofDarjeeling !listrict for 1872. 

Name of No. AREA Approximate Yield of Tea Average 

Plantation or of Yield in lbs. 
. G d Area Area Total Area of Total Pekoe Pekoe- Fannings Total 

Propnetor ar e per Acre of 
under under Culti Un- Aiea Souchong and Yield M 

ns ature 
Matu Imma vated cultivate m and Broken 

1 comp Pants 
. . re ture Area d and Acres souchong Tea, etc 

nsmg 

h 
Plant Plants m Unsuita 

t e ' 

Estate 
s m m Acres ble Land 

Acres Acres in Acres 

I Lbs lbs , lbs Lbs 

I 

I 
Darjeeiing Co., 4 1050 250 1300 17247 8547 226,000 180,000 65,325 47,325 448 _ 

Viz, · Ging, I 
Ambutia, Takda, 

and Phubserang I . _ 

j Lebong Co., viz, 14 910 I 147 1057 14693 15750 163,000 129,040 47,560 339,600 373 

Takvar, ' ' \ · 

Badamtam, Little I I j 



\ 

Badamtam; and 

Pankabari 

f--~k~arCo'!J~~Y -t2---~~--j~oi 1173 1574 .,84,7~2_j 67.064 124,704 I 176,480 I 469 . 
1 

Soom Company I I 

Land Mortgage I 4 

Bank, VIZ. 

M undakoti, Nagvi 

Nahor, Dukdobo, 

and Dajea 

Land· Mortgage I 3 

Bank. viz. 

Minchu, Mineral 

and 

350 I 5 355 897 

1250 I so 1300 I 3663 

670 670 .1 2675 

1252 I 17,288 19,442 45,650 82,380 I 235 

4963 I 89,000 I 49,000 33,000 171,000 I 136 

3345 I 92,000 I 71 ,ooo 16,680 179,680 I 268 

Spring, 

Changtang 
~~~--~~--~--+---~--~--+----r-----T----~---+------

Karsiang 

Darjeeling 

I Company, 

I Makaibari 

ubari 

and I 2 

and 

690 1 ... 690 2040 2730 25,840 49,440 44,720 120,000 173 



Karsiang and 2 400 I20 320 338 858 9,069 7,I80 2,646 I 8,895 47 

Tarai Comapany, 

Castleton and 
... 

M<irapur 

Pankhabari I 50 50 100 144 244 13,320 II ,840 4,440 29,600 592 

Company 

Selim Tea I 500 127 627 1412 2039 51,840 41,040 15,120 108,000 211 

Associatoin 

Drujeeling Tarai I 125 75 200 350 550 16,000 20,000 4;000 40,000 320 

Company 

Tarai Tea I 100 IOO 200 213 4I3 14,400 I I ,520 22,080 48,000 480 

Association I 

Indian Tarai Tea I ... 220 220 6I7 837 ... .. . ... ... ... 

Company, 

Chenga . . 
I 

. IOO Gielle Tea I ... IOO 234 334 ... ... ... . .. ... 

Association 
-



I New Tarai Tea I ... 400 400 2850 3250 ... . .. . .. . .. . .. 

Association I 
I 

Changtang, Tea I ... '40 40 460 500 ... . .. ... . .. . .. 
Association . 

' 

Source- W.W Hunter, A Statistical Account of Bengal Vol- 10: Darjiling, District of Jalpaigtin and State of Koch Bihar, 

Oxford, 1876, p. 167-170 
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(b) Tea Plantation under Private entrepreneurs; 

As explained earlier tea plantations in nineteenth .century were managed simultaneously 

by individual enterprise and partnership or joint-stock companies. As for the plantations 

under individual enterprise, they were under direct control of the British tea planters 

consisting of retired army personnel, civil servants, civil surgeons and business 

magnets. State patronage and their entrepreneurial skill induced them to acquire land for 

the purpose of creating tea- state in Darjeeling. What was more important in respect of 

establishing tea gardens was the availability of labourers on cheap rates. It was the 

British authority and planters who became instrumental to encourage the people from 

neighboring states like Nepal, Bhutan, Sikkim and other parts of India specially Bihar, 

Uttar Pradesh etc to migrate to Darjeeling. Therefore, the flow of mass continued to 

Darjeeling throughout second half of the nineteenth century. Among the early British 

planters the most eminent were Fred Brine, Dr. Brougham, W.C. Taylor, David Wilson. 

John Stalkkart, C.H. Burnes, J.F. Muller, W. Lloyd, .C.R. '0' Donogue, John White. 

Judge Gustavas, J. Toylor. James Grant. A. King. B. Dickenson. R.S. Wight, S. 

Makintosh etc. Among all Henrietta Colebrook Taylor is particularly remembered till 

today. She came to establish her tea garden in Hope Town near Sonada. She was one of 

the important pioneers of the Hope Town scheme. The land of '318' acres 18 was given 

to her for the purpose of tea plantation near Sonada namely Neej Kaman (Since 

renamed The Ceders) 19
• The Brief description of Henrietta Colebrook Taylor's 

enterprise in Hope Town (Table No-3.5) is given below. 



Table-3.5 

Henrietta Colebrook Taylor's enterprise in Hope Town:-

---·--

Name of No. 
~ 

AREA Approximate Yield of Tea Average 

Plantation or of Yield in lbs. 

Proprietor Garde 
Area Area Total Area of Total Pekoe Pekoe- Fannin Total 

per Acre of 
' under under Culti Un- Area Souchong gs . and Yield 
ns Mature 

Matur Imma vated cultivated m and Broken 
Plants. comp 

e I ture Area and Acres souchong Tea, etc 
ns1ng 

the 
Plants Plants m Unsuitabl 

I in 
Estate 

m Acres eLand in 

Acres Acres Acres 

lbs lbs lbs Lbs 
. . 

W.C. Taylor, (son I 40 10- 50 268 318 3,000 1,960 ... 4,960 124 

of H.C. Taylor) 

I Hope Town 
. 

Source: Hunler, Ibid, p. 169 
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The Hope Town scheme however, proved to be a great failure after some years when 

she decided to sell off her estate. The Cedars Estate was purchased by Francis Col brook 

Fooks in I 866. She stayed with her son William Taylor, ~ Deputy Magistrate of 

Mymenshingh. Her husband was Colonel, perhaps under the East India Company. 

Due to lack of proper experience the early pioneers made a lot of mistakes and then they 

had to depend on trial and error methods. In Hunter's word "the earlier planters. Owing 

to want of experience made many mistakes and their venture did not meet with 

success"20
. -Some of them failed to achieve success and sold off their tea estates to 

others. In course of time they mended their mistakes and within a few decades they 

began to make a steady increase and prosperity in tea plantations. Within few decades 

they became business tycoon in Darjeeling. Their business empire extended into the 

Terai. 

How lucrative it had become for the. British officials to invest in tea business is 

understood from the following description of E. C. Dazey "Dr. Chas Graham who threw 

up his practice in Calcutta for tea c1,1lture" 2
1. Dr. Reberts migrated from Raneegung to 

Darjeeling for this lucrative business of tea. He laid out Rangmuk Tea Estate in 

Sonada,22 around I 860. 

Some were not to fortunate. Those who lacked patience and perseverance even sold out 

their estates. In this way Dr. Brougham, the civil surgeon of General Hospital, Calcutta 

purchased Dooteria garden at an auction at Calcutta for a sum of only Rs. 20,000. It was 

estirna!ed to have cost of over eight lakh in its outlay. He appointed Mr. Malins, an 

Asst. Surgeon as the manager of ti1e garden, 23 for its further improvements. 

After the hilly zone of Darjeeling was completely brought under the tea cultivation the 

British planters moved down to the Terai. At that time it was known as malaria's zone. 

The first two gardens started by H. Hancock at upper Puntunghar date back to 1861; 

then the Champta was planted shortly after in 1862 and the Single Tea Estate was laid 

out by Mr. James White (one of the pioneer of tea industry in Assam) in Kurseong. In 

1866 Messrs. Patterson, Mandeli and Martin made a partnership and started a garden at 
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Manja near Panighatta. Another partnership had been made among three British 

entrepreneurs Mr. Flemsted, Lloyd and Hill. Under their partnership. a garden was laid 

om in Terai, which was named Followdhi" a combination of the first letters of the 

names of the owners. Atulpore in 1871 was owned by Lloyd, the banker ofDarjeeling. 

By 1872 there were fourteen gardens in all. one of which Chota Cheng was flourishing 

under Smallwood, while Sal kotee (later on a part of Wingfidd Tea Estate) was laid out 

in 1873 by Mrs. F.C Fooks, to be followed the year after by twenty six more gardens24
• 

Besides, Mr. Lloyd was a considerable landholder of the Terai25
. He also established a 

ionga service on commercial basis 26
. His business acumen gave him considerable 

prosperity and honour. 



Table-3.6 

Statistics of the leading British Tea gardens under private enterprise for the year 1870: 

No. of ! Year in 
----r 

Name of Acreage and varieties of tenure Total Acers Out- Out- Labourers 

proprietor gardens which under tum of tum of 

compris the Held Held in Held Total cultivation at tea in tea in Men Women Children Total 

ing the gardens gran I fee- under rent area end of 1870 1869 1870 

Estate were uniler simple paying 

establis old under cultivating 

hed rules new rules leases 

acres acres acres Acres acres lbs lbs i 
Dr. I 1895 ... 3000 . .. 3000. 550 64,480 84,000 200 9.0 40 330 1 

Brougham 
i 

W.C. Taylor I 1861 318 318 45 5,000 5,800 14 8 3 25 ! ... . .. 

Estate of the I 1863 50 ... ... 50 . 50 ... 4,000 15 - 10 5 30 

late A. King 

David I 1862 ... 

I 
... 210 210 123 10,261 9,770 38 13 II 62 . 

Wilson . 

John Taylor I 1865 I 1526 100 ... 1626 254 16.400 24,400 60 60 20 140 



I B 
. . I 

enJamm 1 

I Dickenson 

John 

Stalkant 

Messrs. 

Collis, 

Miller, 

Blacker. and 

Partridge 

I 

I 
1867 I 

l 

4 I 1861-9 I 

1860 

700 I 700 I 109 7. 101 13.440 53 13 2 68 

··T'I080 11774 I -~~ I 7,048 I 15.955 ~Q7 46 2~ I 76 

1100 1100 834 I 12,000 I 147,200 I 260 250 50 560 

40 1864 

1860 

228 

200 l\!1essrs. 

228 

200 

13.930 13.930 

:>5.920 120 

30 

100 

20 

20 

90 

5~:.::::0- 1 1 I I I I I I I I I I~ 
200 

200 22.400 

Rutherford, I 
Blckwood. I 

and . I 
I I 

Partridge j 1 I 
I 

30 t
- I I 

I I 1 s. ! I 1860 I .. . I 80 ... ± 80 

Mackintosh I j ! I 
-~- ---4----- ~ - · I I ' I 

! C ll """" I ~_'_8~::___L~~ _· _· 1.816 I 125 _j 1.600 1 11 . 170 [ 42 I 10 I 7 I 59 I 

50 I 4.000 5,280 I 18 10 2 



' 
J. Stoelke I 1865 19 ... 26 45 40 1,040 1,120 8 6 . .. 14 

J.F. Muller I 

~ 
... ... 138 138 30 . .. 800 10 10 .. 20 

I 

James Grant ' ' 516 160 6,800 26,400 60 I 1860 516 ... . .. 30 25 115 

Messrs, I 1863 ... . .. I,OOi 1,007 120 2,560 10,880 49 24 10 83 

Daniel and 

Partridge 

Tweedie I 1868 Not returned 12 Not returned 6 4 ... 10 

Messrs, I 1869 156 ... 450 156 30 ... 49 7 3 . .. 10 

I Kennedy and I 
Fleming 

C.R. I 1868 ... ... 500 450 200 ... . .. 5 II . .. 16 

O'Donoghue 

H.M. Harold I 2 1867 ... . .. 244 244 90 8,800 15.200 -30 -30 20 80 

! 
Messrs. I I 1867 ... 1,460 1,336 2.796 115 1,840 27,600 70 20 10 100 

Lloyd, Hill, 
. 

and . 
Flemstead 

··- - -- --



W.S. 2 1866 2,188 ·T· 2,1~-~~·--
5.240 11,800 100 40 ···~ Paterson I J~. r---:r- ' 

I 
-

H. Hancock . I 1862-3 ... . .. 60 1,280 3,040 20 6 4 30 I . I 

~'-:T 
--- -

1867 ... . .. 60 .60 50 69 69 30 10 5 45 

and Orhers 

R.S. Wight l 1862 ... . .. 75 75 75 8,200 7,200 60 40 20 120 

Messrs, I 1866 ... . .. 311 311 70 10,800 20,560 50 40 10 100 

Mandellli 

and Manin 
I ' 

~· --
W. Lloyd I I 1869 

~ 
120 120 3,040 60 50 15 125 ' ... 

and Others I I 
Source:- Hunter, Statistical Account ofBengal,p. 167-68 
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Regarding the profit of th~se companies, a report issued by Messrs. Barry &Co. of 

Calcutta in June, 1915, established "the fact investments in tea have produced an 

average profit of 20.7 per cent on the capital involved (in one instance to the writer's 

knowledge the percentage was as high as 50)"27
• 

E, C Dazey in his history of Darjeeling has given some interesting accounts of the 

planters in the early years. On the basis of his accounts we are trying to rebuild the story 

of the contributions of British enterprise of those days to the growth ofDarjeeling. 

Mr. Fred Brine was an eminent, skilled, shrewd businessman who started the Oaks Tea 

Estate in Hope Town in Sonada in early 1856. It was he who also started the Hope 

Town scheme. Initially he worked as the Executive Officer of South Hidgelee, near 

Diamond Harbour, Calcutta and later he moved to settle in Darjeeling. He was given 

number of plots as free- hold land to set up tea plantation, factories, and also tb build his 

own cottage. The latter was situated at the Hope Town settlement area. He was assisted 

by D' Cruz of the financial secretary's office, Calcutta. Later on, when the Hope Town 

Tea Association was established in the area the planters of the Hope Town settlement 

became leading member of this association. The other pioneers of the Hope Town 

were:- Mrs. Henrietta Colebrook Taylor (widow of Col. Taylor) Dr. Roberts of 

Raneegunge Capt. Mitehell of the ordnance Dept. Fort William, Messrs. Deare of 

Monghyr, Rundle', Waters, the Rev. Mr. Greenfield ofPurneah and conductor Vaughan. 

Perhaps all of them associated with the Hope Town Tea Association in Datjeeling 

District. 

John Stalkhartt, another tea entrepreneur,had started his career as an indigo producer. In 

1864 he resigned from indigo as indigo cultivation had lost its earlier importance, 

profits and purchased a small cottage and an extensive tract of land from Mr. Fred Brine 

on which he laid out the 'Oak Tea Estate' which was continuously owned by his heirs in 

the first quarter of the 20111 century. Over the years he extended his commercial 

pursuits. Chota Rigtam, was also purchased by Mr. Stalkart. Besides. he received a 

number of plots as free-hold in the Hope Town settlement. He was a pious man. In 1868 

he made donations for the construction of St. John Church in the heart of this 
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settlement. He appointed Mr. Ted Brown to look after this construction. According to 

Dazey he had a branch of his family .established the Rope works at Goosrery,. near 

Calcutta which was the leading business in that line28 . 

Judge Gustavus· Septimus was one another pioneer of Darjeeling tea industry. His 

family practically owned the whole of the Rangli- Rangliot Tea Estates, to the south

east of ·the Hum cantonments. He was also the founder of the Aria Tea Company 

Limited Darjeeling. Septimus acquired large landed property in Darjeeling Town. He 

was also the founder of the Judge property of which the upper Beech Wood Estate once 

formed a part. The creation· and extent of the property describe thus-" The Auckland 

Road on the east the Lloyd and Ferndale Roads on the North, and by Banstead and 

Brynguine Roads on the so\lth, and a second plot which was enclosed by a vertical line 

extending from Annadale, oil the Cart Road to the south of the station, right down to the 

valley on the one hand and the ravine which is the boundary of the Burdwan Raj at 

Kakjhora further south, on the other"29.'~The first strip covered a very large area, indeed 

inciuding the Upper and Lower Beech wood, the Cart Road being the dividing line". On 

Lower Beech Wood on which were built 5 Beechwood cottages, such as the Albion and 

Trio cottage, North View, and the shops and dwellings in Judge Bazaar on the Cart 

Road. Perhaps the name Judge Bazaar was given after Mr. Judge Gustavus Septimus. 

On the second strip- Rock wood and the cottages and huts below and to the south of 

Moss Bank were built. But it is impossible to find out his original house and race. He 

came in Darjeeling around 1840 and spent whole of his life in Darjeeling till 1889. 

After death, he was buried in the Darjeeling Cemetery. He left a huge property for his 

successors in Darjeeling who continued to stay in Darjeeling till the first half of the 20111 

century30
• 

Major Keane, another planter laid out the Maharanee, Toong· Tea Estate and 
' subsequently acquired Avongrove in Sonada; which passed on to his two sons namely 

J.P and R. Keane respectively. The widow ofihe former married Mr. J. Kenay who was 

the son of Thomas Kenay, a Garison engineer at Jalaphar in 1864. The Maharanee Tea 

estate and Arongrove was passed into the possession of Mr. ..1. Kevay on the demise of 

M1·. J.P Kean's son. Mr. J. Kenay later on, brought a huge property in Da~jeeling that 
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included Assyline villa, Shannon Lodge, Charlemont, Fir Grove. ;vest Point (all of 

which were to the south of the town) and the building in commercial Row (presently 

Nehru Road) in which Mitchell and Company, Hall and Anderson Limited and Frank 

Ross and Company were located3 1
• 

Among all the early pioneers, Francis Colbrook Fooks was mostly remembered for his 

activities which greatly influenced the tea culture of Darjeeling. Regarding his early life 

Dozey pointed out that "Fooks who hailed from the Isle of Wight, landed in India in 

1857 and was immediately drafted into the Yeoman cavalry which subsequently proved 

not only useful in rounding up the rebels but also in pressing hard. on the heels of the 

intamous Nana Sahib (the author of the massacres at Cawnpore), who eventually found 

an asylum as well as his last rustling place in the dense forests of the Nepal Terai into 

which he had been driven32
• 

After the Mutiny, Fooks, was transferred to the New Police Forc.e at Mymensingh 

when: he subsequently met Mr. William Taylor (son of Mrs. H.C. Taylor. one of the 

pioneer-associates of the Hope Town scheme), the Deputy Magistrate, and was 

influenced by him in 1866 to buy Neej Kaman' garden at Sonada on the hire- purchase 

system. According to Dozey he appeared as a savior in the Hope Town scheme33
, which 

was almost destroyed by the time he arrived. The Hope Town Scheme about destroyed 

before his arrival. On arriving at Sonada, he found to his great surprise. the following 

conditions obtaining: - I. The Hope Town Scheme .had ended in complete failure, 2. All 

the gardens had been deserted by their managers. and 'allowed to one revert to scrub 

jungle, and 3. The tea bushes had been laid out in irregular patches and about ten feet 

apart on order to enable the projectors to advertise their gardens as covering so many 

acres of land with a view to impose on the credulity of purchasers- as in those days it 

took the best part of a week and much trouble to get to Sonada. 

"Fooks, whose father was head gardener at the Royal Gardens at Osborne, very early 

imbibed a certain amount of agricultural knowledge which stood him in good stead at 

this critical juncture; and so with a view to better supervise a smaller area he had the tea 

bushes uprooted and laid out in parallel rows three feet apart and facing due east and 
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west near his shanty, as bungalows did not exist in those days. But before replanting 

them he had the tap-roots cut off, thus treating the plants as one does fruit trees and rose 

bushes. The result, as anticipated by him, proved exceptional for the outturn increased 

I 00-fold, although nothing but failure was· predicted by Le Mesurier in the Terai and 

others in Daljee!ing. He may. therefore, be considered the pioneer (whatever the 

Chinese, who were imported, may have taught the projectors of the H.T. Scheme in the 

way of planting out tea) in this district who was the first to recognize the utility of 

planting out in parallel rows facing due east and west in order that the plants should 

obtain the greatest amount of heat and light so necessary for their well- being, 

conditions so essential for growth and reproduction. The cutting orf of the tap-roots is 

so opposed to practice and current literature on the subject that it appears to be worth 

consideration at the hands of the Scientific Officer of the Indian Tea Association, 

especially in view of the fact that if found to yield the advantages claimed by Fooks it 

would obviate the necessity of deep trenching, as practiced at present, and thereby 

materially reduce the cost of production .. 

While running his own garden. he also supervised the Willows at Hope Town, and 

Atulpore, Chota Cheng, and Sal Kotee in the Terai. Due to his hardship he became 

physically weak and retired to Terai where he built 'Bloemfontein in 187934
. 

The story of Williamson Magar& Co. begins in 1869, when Captain J.H. Williamson 

and Richard Boycott Mager, two Englishmen based in Calcutta, formed a partnership 

firm. Williamson Mager & Company, to service the requirements of tea estates in 

Assam. It played more significant role in the expansion of tea plantation of Assam 

rather than Darjeeling. The offices were originally at 7 New China Bazaar Street, in 

Calcutta before they ·moved in 1894 to Four Mangoe Lane. where the Company is 

locatt:d till today. 

The Williamson Magor Partnership grew in strength over the years and went through 

the usual cyclic patterns common to tea industry. In 1954, it was renamed Williamson 

Magor & Co Limited, when it changed its status to a limited company. In the second 

half of the twentieth century this Company directly involved in the tea plantation and 
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tea business of Darjeeling Sadar. The Lingia tea estate located in the north-west of 

Darjeeling town was purchased by the Williamson Magor Company Ltd from the 

Wernick Family around 40s of the 19'11 centur/5 The Chamong Grbup purchased the 

garden from Williamson Magar Company Ltd in 200! 36• 

Williamson Magar was one of the largest tea plantation groups in India, producing over 

75 million kg annually. This represented about a fifth of the total tea produced in 

Assam. Williamson Magar owned 57 tea estates in Assam and West Bengal and 

provided direct employment to over II 0,000 people. The tea estates of the company 

were over 140 years old. The erstwhile company "Williamson Magar" now is owned by 

·the Khaitan family of Kolkata. It now functions as Mcleod Russel India Ltd. They 

produce approximately I 00 million kilos of high quality tea a year from tea estates in 

Assam, West Bengal, Vietnam and Uganda. Tea business directly employs over 90,000 

people. It continues to be a WM enterprise37
• 

!3rij Mohan Khaitan, an East India merchant who used to supply the estates with 

tertilizers and tea chests, was asked to join the Board of the company in 1963 and 

became the Managing Director in 1964. 

In 1975, Williamson Magar merged with another company, Macneill and Barry Ltd 

which had interests in tea and ·ather businesses. The new company was named Macneill 

and Magar. Limited38
• 

Some of these British planters became so accustomed to Indian way of life that they 

even considered India their home. One such British planter was Geoftrey James Owen 

Johnston who was popularly known as Geofti'ey sahib.He was a workaholic but seldom 

lost i)is sense of humour. He was born on 22 March !929 at Cedars Tea Garden that his 

family bought later along with the one at Rungrnook.ln fact. these two gardens had a 

great influence on the social lives of the British be tore India won Inc,lependence. Before 

The Darjeeling Club or The Planters Club came to exist, Rungmook was the only place 

for club activities. HC Taylor and a gentleman called Dr Roberts of Runeegung in 1880 

founded Neej Kaman (re-named The Cedars since) and Rungmook Tea Estate at Sonada· 

respectiveiyl9• Geoffrey started managing the factory when he was only 17 years old. 
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As he grew in age and experience he became a role model for other managers. He 

devoted his life and energy to tea industry in general and his own plantations m 

particular and also for the welfare of its workers. Even today he is remembered 111 

Darjeeling as a demi-god. He was murdered on 281
h April. 1969 and buried at the Old 

Cemetery, near Chowrasta, Darjeeling. 

In 194 7. when India became free. most British planters left for their homeland. 

Geoffrey sahib, however, decided to stay on. He resolved to devote the rest of his life to 

Darjeeling, its world famous tea gardens and the people working there40
. 

3.1.2 British Entrepreneurship in Hotel business:-

In addition to the plantations, tourism industry also contributed to the growth and 

development of Darjeeling. As in the case of plantation, tourism too attracted the British 

businessmen in its initial years. The contemporary accounts gave a very panoramic 

description of the wild - natural · beauty of this hilly zone. "The whole of the 

Kinchenjunga group is seen in a setting hard!) to be matched elsewhere 111 the 

Himalayas''41 .These natural wild beauty of the hills attracted the visitors in increasing 

numbers. Distance from Calcutta to Darjeeling reduced from ti ve days journey to t\vO 

days after the establishment of rai I ways in the 1880s.--1he greater ease and shrinking cost 

of trave l to Darjeeling encouraged a greater number of Bengalese to go to the hills for 

holidays. Doorga Pooja, the greatest festival of the Bengalese, became an especially 

popular occasion for a visit to Darjeeling, which was "at its gayest" during those ten 

days in September and October. 42 Like the European inhabitants of Calcutta. they 

turned to Darjeeling as the most accessible and attractive hill station in the region. 

Kipling's snide remark about "the Babus ... stealing to Darjeeling" in his poem "A Tale 

of Two Cities" evidenced its growing popularity. A more substantive sign of its appeal 

was the openi ng in 1887 of the Lowis .Jubilee Sanitarium, a health resort that catered 

exclusively to Indian clients. Built on land donated by the Maharaja of Coach Behar 

with funds contributed by Maharaja Gobindo Lal Roy, this imposing facility had rooms 

to 1'\ccommodate well over one hundred patients. and admission figures for 1910 

indicated that about half of them hailed from Calcutta.43 Other institutional evidence of 
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a growing middle-class Indian presence included a branch of the Brahmo Samaj 

(tounded 1880) and a Hindu public hall (1891, rebuilt 1907). "The influx of native 

visitors to the station of Darjeeling in recent years had been considerable," reported the 

chief secretary for the Bengal government i,n 1903. "They generally go to boarding

houses, or the Lowis Sanitarium ... , or they rent existing houses. "44 

British decision to make it a sanatorium of both Bengal and Burma drew many from 

both piaces in search of health. Later on, Darjeeling became the summer seat for the 

British Government and this also contributed to the causes of its attraction. Besides, it 

became fashionable for a group of indigenous among them some rajas and elites to visit 

Darjeeling once or twice a year. Some of them even owned villas or bungalows and 

settled permanently. Thus, tourism industry in Darjeeling began with bright sunshine. 

We do not have every detailed of the founder of the hotels founded over time as they 

were handed over from one to another for many times. We have the following details 

given below;. 

"The evolution of hotels in Darjeeling began in 1839"4
; under the entrepreneurship of 

the British merchant David Wilson, the proprietor of the Great Eastern Hotel. 

Calcutta46
• He was born in Brilley Herefordshire in 1808. Wilson rose from a very 

humble position. He worked as a 'Confectioner and Biscuit Baker' in Calcutta before 

the establishment of the Great Eastern Hotel on November, 18, 184047
• A businessman 

with entrepreneur skill he realized the bright future of hotel business in newly acquired 

Darjeeling. Soon he established 'Darjeeling Family Hotel' with twelve rooms. His 

second hotel was the Castleton (Wilson's Hotel) on Hooker Road with eighteen rooms. 

Simultaneously with business, he paid his atten~ion towards tea plantation industry as 
' well. He received free hold land to make Happy Valley Tea Estate. He lived in Calcutta 

for a long time. Mr. Wilson also married in Calcutta to Mary Mandy in 1838. One of 

the!r grand children was Lt. Boyd Alexander, the famous African explorer. His sister 

Anne also lived with him in Calcutta and got married Frederick, one of his friends, 

William Browne in 1840 was also a confectioner48
• David moved 'back to England in 

the 1360s but continued to manage the hotels. Over the ensuing years his business both 
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in Calcutta and Darjeeling moved from strong to stronger, and when he died in 1880 he 

left a huge amount of capital of over 60000 pounds net worth49• 

The next important hotel business magnet of Dar:ieeling was Mr. Roberts, an ex,.army 

sergeant. The prestigious hotel Woodland founded by Dr. Collins, an assistant surgeon, 

passed into the possession of Roberts in 1872. Mr. Roberts, the versatile man was 

installed both as manager of the 'Delaram Tea Estate' and also the proprietor of 

Clerendon Hotel at Kurseong50
. Since the latter venture proved more lucrative he 

moved on with the advance of the line, bought Woodlantls, built the three storied Annex 

attached thereto and bought the Drum Druid Hotel also, all of which were commonly 

referred to 'Roberts' Hotel'. He bought Clerandon Hotel from John White, the founder of 

this hotel 51
. 

Mr. John Lord, the editor proprietor of the newspaper 'The Darjeeling Times'. was also 

attracted to the hotel business. He bought the Dram Druid Hotel and ran it till he 

breathed last. After his death the hotel passed into the hands of Mr. Piperno Boscolo 

who was a shrewd man of business. He obtained a lease from the Coach Behar Raj of a 

part of the hilltop immediately above and to the north of the. old Bandstand on the 

Chowrasta at a pepper corn rent, which at his demise passed into the hands of the 

Oakley family. This Oakley family also run another hotel namely the Elgin hotel and 

prospered by the hotel business in Darjeeling. Madame Nancy Oakley owned Elgin 

hotel· and it also continued after independence52
. At present it is occupied by Mr. 

Diamond Oberoi of Oberoi group of hotel merchant. 

John· William Pavion and his wife Edith Agnes Pavion became interested in the hotel 

business in the first quarter of the twentieth century. They took the building on rent 

trm:n the Maharaja of Coach Behar and ran it as "The Elgin Hotel' from 1911-30. Atler 

being run by them the hotel passed into the hands of Mrs. Margaret Walker who ran it 

for about seventeen years from 1930-4753
• 

The proprietors of the hotel used to advertise in the reputed journals and newspaper for 

more publicity. To give an example-David Wilson's Darjeeling Family Hotel's opening 

day was published in t.he Statesmen in 1839. Woodland Hotels and its important guest's 
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remarks were published in Newman's Guide to Darjeeling. All this indicates a good 

commercial competition among the hoteliers as well as the rapid growth of a prosperous 

tourism industry under the British merchants. 

A list of important hotels and boarding Houses under the British Entrepreneurs m 

Darjeeling was made by Dozey, which is reproduced below54 • 

Tabl~3.7 

List of Hotels, & Boarding Houses before 1922 

Darjeeling 

Hotels 
---

Name Location Manager 

Bellevue Commercial Row Mrs. 

Kelly 

Garrets (Central Mount Pleasant Road 

Manager House) 

Drum Druid Commercial Row Mr. 

Mahoney 

L.J. Vado, Ltd. Ditto Manager 
--

Park Hotel. Meadow Band Road Ditto 
-

Rockville (The Harman's Road Mr. 

Grand) Mahoney 

' Woodlands Off Can Road Ditto 

Boarding Houses 

Ada Villa Observatory Hill Mrs. C. T. Kirby 
--

Alice Villa Mount Pleasant Road· Manager 
- ----
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-r 
-- - Cac~Road- ~ - M" Can•~-~ Annandale 

Beechwood House Mackenzie Road Mrs. I. Stuan 

Caroline Villa Kutchery Road Manager 
-

El Esparanza Ditto Mrs. Sells 

Fern Cottage Post Office Road Mrs. Ro'"'e 

Havelock House Auckland Road Mrs. Black 

La Roche Kutcher) Road M 1ss De Souza 

Moss Bani. Can Road ~_:: Stanto"__ 

The Labyrinth 
_I Auckland Road --~aoag~ _ I 

Ghum 

Hoteb j Balaclava Hotel ! Old Militar) Road Manager 

Kurseong I 
I Cart Road 

I 
Clarendon Hotel Mr. H.H Pell I 

! 

Goad 

·--- -·-1 
Wood Hill Mrs. Ha:.t: ll I 

I 
I 

--- - - - - --·----- J 

Source: E. C. Dozey -A conc ise History o f Darjeeling sine~ 183 5: p.29-30 

3.1.3 British Entrepreneurship in other mi cellancous sectors especially Retailing;-

Retailing was another important profitable sector in which a number of British 

merchants were engaged from the very earl) years. While Darjeeling g,rev. as hill 

station. the elite retail shops of Calcutta began to establ ish their branches here as well. 

Most i.mportant among them were Whiteaway Laidlaw Ltd .. (Drapers) Burlington

Smith (Photographer) Frank and Ross and Co. (Chemistry) Hall and Anderson 

(Drapers) Mitchel l and Co., (Tailors) Mrs. Ottewil l's Millinery Establishment Smith 
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Stanistrat and Co. (Chemists). All of theses were located on Commercial· Road, 

(Presently Nehru Road). J. Freer and Co. (Furniture and Co) Hingun and Sons (Tailors) 

Sain, 1\1. (photographer) on Mackenzie Road. And F. H. Hathaway and Co. and J.F. 

Madan's store situated on Mall or Chowrasta Road. However, no accurate census of the 

British- owned retail businesses are available for the nineteenth century. 

Some of the European business houses of Calcutta opened their branch in Darjeeling 

from the last quarter of the nineteenth century. Among those was F.H Hathaway, the 

largest drapery establishment of Calcutta. It had established its branch on Mall, 

Chowrasta, Darjeeling in 1870.155
> It was an imp01tant 'department style' of organization 

of high class drapers established in Calcutta in !864 under the partnership of Francis, 

Harrison and Hath way. It had a large staff (in Cakutta) of II European assistants in 

1880. By the end of the century there were at least 40. Such detailed accounts were not 

available for Darjeeling . 

. One of the leading assistants in Hathaway's around 1880 was Mr. E. Whiteaway who ten 

years later became the partner of Robert Laidlaw and found the White away. Laidlaw 

Company, Calcutta in 1894. It had also established their firm in Darjeeling towards the 

end of the nineteenth century . 

• . , 
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The history of this company dated back to 1877 when Sir Robert Laidlaw, ( 1856- ?) a 

wholesale textile trader of London la!lded on the shores of Calcutta and was destined 

here for 20 years. He started a business in Calcutta which was later to be known as 

great house Whiteaway Laidlaw and Company .in Calcutta in 1882. He made 

partnership with Mr. Whiteaway in (894. Soon they opened branches in about twenty 

cities in India and the Straits Settlements. including Singapore. Penang, Kualalampur. 

lpon, Taiping, Seremban, Klang, Malacca and Telok Anson. Whiteaway brought in 

different types of house hold goods that appealed to the Europeans and wealthy locals. 

Whiteaway was also into tailoring and importing and selling of household goods. Later 

on this famous house was purchased by the owner of the present day of Das Studio. 

Robert Laidlaw had also interested in tea plantation in Darjeeling and rubber estates in 

the Federated Malay States56
• He purchased Marrybong and Gumba tea gardens from 

the Warnick family in the first decade of the twentieth centurl7
• 

Robert Laidlaw was the son of late William Laidlaw; Member of Parliament for East 

R~nfrewshire, Britain .His father was also a farmer in Bonchester, Roxburghshire. 

Laidlaw was born onlOth January, 1856. He was educated at Kirkton and Denholm 

parish schools, and, entering upon a business career. He was also made a Fellow of the 

Royal Geographical Societl8
• 

Another important Calcutta based general departmental store 'Hall and Anderson's' 

company also ope.ned its branch on Commercial Row Darjeeling. In the early 1890s 

P.N. Hall and William Anderson, two other employees of Hathaway's set up together a 

modest partnership, selling suiting at bargain prices from a small shop on the 

Esplanade. Within few years their business became a serious chall<:nge to Hathaway 

and Company. "Indeed Hall and Anderson's was the first business to call itself a general 

departmental store" having special departments for furniture. China and glass. cutlery. 

stationery outfitting and cress making, millinery. drapery and footwear. The firm's 

famous 'Lal Kitabs" (Red Catalogue) became practically a house word and was eagerly 

awaited in the hill stations ... of British lndia59
• 
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Smith's and Company ·of Calcutta (Dalhousie square) was famous for Hatters, Tailors 

and Outfitters60
. They also established their branch on Commercial Row Road, where 

today a drapery shop namely Mangusha is found. 

3.2 The Scottish Business Community: 

Among the Europeans business communities the Scottish were regarded as the early

comer in India. They migrated to India almost with the British East India Company. 

They spread all over the great cities of India. As the importance of Darjeeling 

dramatically increased the Scottish also followed the British to migrate to the region. 

Unfortunately the exact number of the Scottish living in Darjeeling is unavailable. From 

the beginning of the tea plantation in Darjeeling a few Scottish were attracted by this 

lucrative industry. One such early Scottish merchant was Walter Duncan who made a 

successful bid in tea plantations. 

The .saga of the Duncan Brothers began with the establishment of the Playfair Duncan 

Company in Calcutta in 1860s. Walter Duncan, a young Scottish merchant migrated to 

India in 1859. Later he was joined by his brother Mr. William Duncan and the two 

brothers set up a company named Duncan Brothers and Company on I January 1875 to 

deal in cotton. Though the Company's involvement in tea came in 1865, its actual stride 

in tea business began onwards from 1880. By 1923 the Company had a firm grip on tea 

cultivation by taking in its possession 60 tea estates in Dooars, Dmjeeling, Assam and 

Sylhet encompassing nearly 20,000 hectares of cultivable land and producing a crop of 

about 14.50 million kilograms a year61
• 

In its 130 years history, the garden known as Marybong started by Mandeli, a Scottish 

"ornithologist had been prized possession of a small succession of owners. It was the part 

of the adjoining Lingia es(ate as Marybong division. This piece of land was a wedding 

gift for Mary, the daughter of the owner of Lingia Tea Estate. The merged estate was 

renamed Marybong(literary Mary's place). A Mr Evan\leon and his associates owned 

and managed Marybong for 75 years from 1880 when. in 1955, Duncan Brothers took 

control until, another half century later, the Chamong Group acquired the ailing garden 

and .re5tored it to its earlier "magical" glorl2
• The partition of the Indian subcontinent 

. ~ 
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in 1947 led to the setting_ up of Duncan Brothers (Pakistan) Limited, on 20 January 1948 

with its office in Chittagong. The newly established company in the then Pakistan 

assumed its Calcutta-based parent company's interests involving its tea estates in the 

Sylhet region63
• 

Loub Mandelli, another Scottish tea planter started his career in India as the manager 

of the Lebong & Minchu Tea Company in the 1870s. He was born to Jerome, the son of 

Count Baste! Nuovo, descendent of an ancient Maltese aristocratic family. On joining 

the fo.rces of Garibaldi he felt out with his family and eve~ after adopted the maternal 

name of "Mandelli"64
• Born in 1833, he was a boy of fifteen when his father, a 

Garibaldi enthusiast, returned to Italy in 1848. "Thacker's Bengal Directory", a variant 

of the yellow pages in nineteenth century colonial India, however, lists the name of a 

Louis Mandelli in its "Register of Inhabitant's" in 1864. But E.C Dozey referred his first 

name 'as Wflliam, not Louis. How he got to Darjeeling can be found out in the writing 

of Dozey "He formed a unit in the force sent by that General to S. America, and as that 

project ehded in fiasco and rather than face the jibes of his family, he worked his way to 

India where his attainments soon attracted the attention of tht: leading scientist, 

including the fomous Dr. Jerdon. Soon "he had landed a contract with the Lebong & 

Minchu. Tea Company as manager of the garden (350 acres) of the same name"65
. The 

R. C. Church records show him getting married promptly soon after to an Ann Jones. in 

all likelihood a Calcutta "girl" (since there is no entry on "Jones" in the Darjeeling 

resident directory at the time), this on 2l.st January, 1865. 

Around the year 1870 he became Superintendent of Land Mortgage Bank's garden 

,which on the one hand covered whole of the east slope of the Lebong Spur and on the 

other extended up to Dewaipani (Mineral Spring )66
. In 1.872, .the Chongtong Tea Estate 

came under his management. While the supervision of 1350 acres of tea gardens was 

financially rewarding, he was not very happy with planter's life in Darjeeling. In his 

letter to his close friend, Anderson, in June 1876, he wrote: "I can assure you. the life of 

a Tea Planter is by far from a pleasant one, _especially this year: drought at first. 

incessant rain afterwards, and to crown all, cholera among coolies, beside the 

comniission fro.m home to inspect the gardens, all these combined are enough to drive 
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any one mad"67
• While he was superintending Land Mortgage he must have 

experienced lucrative tea trading. By 1871. he had become part-owner of Patterson and 

Mr. Martin and owned a lea-garden at Ma1~a near Panighatta68 which a few years ago 

produced the world's most expensive tea. Mandelli sold this one soon after, and bought 

the picturesque Kyel Tea Estate, which is now known as Marybong Tea Estate, a fact 

that its present owners highlighted on their tea-tourisni web link. Mandelligunge". the 

tea garden-residential quarters set up by the Chomong group of Company. 

3.3 The German Business Community: 

History of the German merchants· and planters in Darjeeling dated back to 1838. when 

a Moravian Missionary made his way to India under Mr. Start. "Mr Start was a 

clergyman ofthe Church of England, but changed his views and joined the Baptists, and 

came out to India to preach the Gospel" 69
• They migrated to India with Mr and Mrs 

Brandin, Mr and Mrs Treutler, Mr Stolzenberg, Messrs Stupnaagel and Maas. Joachim 

Stolke. Andreas Dannenberg, Mr Heinig and Rebsch, Mr Baumann and Puprot leti for 

India. 

The Wernick-Stolke, the famous pioneer-tea planters of Darjeeling arrived in 

Darjeeling in 1841 with this German Missionaries. Grannie's record states Johann 

Andreas Wernicke, of Klein Wulkow, near Genthin, Germany, was born in 1815. He 

married Sophie Elizabeth Stolke who was born at Gloven in 1818. They got married in 

Hull in 1838, on their way from Germany to .India. Johann Wernicke died in Darjeeling 

in 1861. aged 46 years. His wife, Sophie Elizabeth Stolke( or Grannie Wernicke). died 

in Darjeeling in 1913, just under 95 years by three days. 

Grannie Wernicke and her husband arrived in lJ1dia (Calcutta) about the month of 

December, when climatic conditions would be quite tolerable. They remained in the 

plains of India for the next 2!1, to 3 years. Here the eldest, Joachim, was born at 

Bankipur. He died 6 months later and was buried at Patna. The following year, 1841. 

James Andrew, was bqrn at Chapra. The remaining eight children· were born in the 

Darjeeling hills. 
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It is interesting to note, in connection with the Christian names of these children, that, 

for the first time, English spelling is used (except the first born, Joachim Andreas) 

instead of German. 

They were transferred to Darjeeling in 1841. Frank described their wearisome journey 

from Calcutta to Daljeeling in the following words. "The journey from Calcutta to 

Darjeeling of some 350 miles, which as a boy I made in less than 24 hours by rail and 

steamer, lasted more than a month, and they must have been very wearisome and 

exhausted at times, transport being· by native boats, bullock carts, pony tongas and 

palkis. Grannie has told how, during the last stages of the climb up the steep hill sides, 

she carried my father in her arms, using short cuts through the jungle"70
. 

The mission was opened and established in 1841 in the Darjee!ing hills at Tukvar, some 

few miles distant from, and at a lower level than Darjeeling itself, but on the same spur. 

For the next three years they continued at Tukvar developing the mission and living at 

close contact with the local people, and it was likely that they were beginning to eJ1ioy 

the fruits of their early labour, when news reached them that the funds of Mr Start's 

mission in England were running short, and that the most that could be done was to 

arrange for the salaries of the missionaries for the next three monihs to be paid, after 

which they would have to make their own arrangements for their livelihood. The news 

must have been bitter indeed to these young married Germans stranded in an alien land, 

with no means of returning to their own country and the high hopes of their calling so 

abruptly ended and in 1843 they left the mission. 

Wernicke undertook contracting work for the supply of timber, the felling of trees in the 

forest and sawing it into the required lengths. He also supplied bricks; using his own 

kiln. It is likely that as he prospered, or anyhow now had the means of supporting his 

family, he undertook further contracting work. At that time or later the East India . 
Company were ready to make grants of lands to persons who were willing and capable 

of helping in the development of Darjeeling as a station. Johann Andreas Wernick was 

given a plot of land in Darjeeling itself, and here he built three houses, "Gloven", 

"Clover Cot" and "Willow Dale". According to Frank during the later years of his 
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grandfather's life, when his activities m building and contracting must have been 

curtailed by progressive invalidism from gout, to supplement the family income, his 

grandparents might open some kind of general store for the sale of goods to the public. 

The words "goods", "crockery", "customers" and "our sale is only a little" appeared in 

his grandfather's letters, and would lend weight to this opinion. A contrary opinion, 

however, is that "customers" may refer to the business of "building"- materials, sale of 

t!mbers etc, in the contracting and building business71
• Johann Andreas Wernicke, died 

in 186 I, after suffering over ten years with gout. 

Joachi,m Stolke, Sophie's eldest brother, was also given land below the bazaar, and here 

he built two houses, "Peace Valley" and "Steinthal", and opened up~ tea garden of 150 

acres. 

At tlie demise of his father Andrew abandoned his studies at the age of 23.He took his 

first step in life as a tea planter in 1864, joining as an assistant to Captain Masson at 

Tukvar Tea Estate. His brother Fred was already an assistant at Soom Tea Estate. While 

he was at Tukvar, he had the great misfortune to meet with a gun accident. His arm was 

amputated below the elbow. In spite' of his handicap he used to ride everywhere up and 

down t!1e hills on his ponies, and he also enjoyed an· occasional shot with his old gun, 

and many a game of billiards, resting the cue at the elbow joint or using a billiard rest. 

After serving as an assistant at Tukvar for two years he was given the management of 

Makaibari Tea Estate near Kurseong, 25 miles from Darjeeling, at the end of 1865. The 

early days of his life as a tea planter at Tukvar and Makaibari were described in a long 

column of"appreciations" in 'the Darjeeling newspaper' after his death in January 1904 

in the following words "Mr Wernicke commenced his tea-planting career, under the late 

Captain Masson, the Pioneer Manager of Tukvar Company, fully 40 years ago. and 

remained there as assistant for nearly three years. While at Tukvar he planted out "the 

fourth division", which, taken as a whole, yet remains. the finest bit of planting done for 

that Company. On leaving Tukvar, anhe end of 1865, he took over the management of 

Makaibari (Kurseong and Darjeeling Company) which the other Tukvar (now of the 

Lebong Company) were the first Darjeeling gardens worked to a profit. Thus in 1867, 
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he with another planter, were the lirst to demonstrate that tea gardens in the hills would 

be remunerative if worked with economy and industry, thus leading the forlorn hope of 

tea, as it were, when such old planters as Mr Halifax and Mr Harold had actually 

withdrawn for a time, apparently in despair of it's success in the hills." 

While he Was at Makaibari as manager, and Fred as assistant at Soom Tea Estate, the 

two brothers decided to launch out on their own as independent owners of tea gardens. 

The Government, at that time, was anxious to develop the tea industry in the hills and 

was offering lands, at quite a nominal figure to anyone with experience. They purchased 

550 acres of land at Lingiafor Rs. 600 (£40)72
. Working in close partnership the two 

brothers would have supervised the terracing of the hiiiside and planting of the their tea 

from the nursery already established, building roads and bridges, connecting the 

mountain streams from nearby jhoras (ravines) by channels to carry water to the large 

tank, from which the water was conveyed by pipes to the factory to operate the water

wheei, and, at a later date, the turbines. About the same time, the neighbouring spur of 

' Tumsong was also taken over as a free gift from the Government. The plantations at 

Tumsong covered some 440 acres. Both gardens were some 12 to 15 miles from 

Darjeeling, the elevation varying from the top to the bottom of the garden by some 2000 

to 3000 feet. The temperatures at the foot of the tea gardens made it possible to grow 

such fruit as bananas, guavas and pineapple. 

In 1865 Fred left SQom to conduct and personally control the work at Lingia. About 

1873. Andrew le·ft Makaibari, to join his brother Fred at Lingia. Fred continued to live 

and work at Lingia long after his brother retired. 

The growing importance of Darjeeling as a popular hill resort and establishment of the 

Darjeeling Himalayan Railway attracted the Europeans working in Calcutta and in the 

plains of Bengal, Bihar and Assam, also rich Indians and Mahar1ijas,to the hills as 

trequent visitors. They also began sending their wives and children to it during the hot 

months of the Indian summer. As a result demand for house increased" and investment in 

real estates became another channel of investment. Entrepreneur like Andrew Wernicke 

was not slow in taking advantage of this new means of increasing his income. 
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"Holmdene" and "Midwood" were built, the former as a more commodious residence 

· for the family. In 1892 the family took up residence at "Holmdene," and "Midwood" 

and ''Willowdale" were leased out to suitable tenants. Later other houses were added, 

and in 1895 the two brothers acquired Glenburn and Bannockburn Tea Estates, and a 

year or two later, Pandam Tea Estate. These properties were purchased by means of 

borrowing; such was their credit with local banks and their ·faith in the future of 

Darjeeling tea. In this way the Wernicks left a massive legacy to their successors. 

After the death of James Andrew Wernick in 1904 and his brother Fred, the 

management of the tea estates and the house property was largely controlled by Ernest 

and Derick, representing James' side of the family, and by Charlie Onslow-Graham, 

representing Fred's heirs. There were a considerable number of shareholders of both 

families, some of whom were ·directly concerned in the actual management of the 

properties, while others, like the story-writer of this Wernick Family Frank, who were 

occupied in their own professions, simply received whatever was considered to be a 

reasonable share of any of the annual profits from the. sale of tea. With so many persons 

involved and with greater or less ownership it was inevitable that the existing 

arrangements _could not satisfY everybody, a·nd the majority of those interested decided 

to form 'a limited liability company affecting Lingia, Glenburn and Pandam. The other 

two gardens were disposed of, Tumsong privately. and Bannockburn to Ernest, who 

continued as ·owner-manager for several years till he died in the middle of the twentieth 

century. There are now only two tea gardens in the company, Pandam having been sold 

a few years ago. The Lingia Tea Company is now controlled by the firm in Calcutta 

which has been responsible for the sale of teas from the family estates for over 80 years. 

For t-.yo generations the care and management of these gardens -was the personal 

responsibility and pride of members of the Wernicke family and relations. None of the 

third generation is employed now. and the Company is regarded by many of the 

younger generation of shareholders as of no more interest th.an any' other marketable 

investment, which perhaps is inevitable. 
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Conclusion: 

We find that the European communities held the monopoly in the economic life of 

Darjeeling. Their economic and political domination largely influenced social set up of 

Darjeeling. The socio-eco.nomic and political supremacy of the Europeans segregated 

the physical landscapes of Darjeeling between the Europeans and the natives. The upper 

part of the town, known as elite areas was dominated by the Europeans whereas the 

indigenous people largely settled down in the lower part of the bazaar. By the turn of 

the nineteenth century, we see Datjeeling consolidated her position as centres of British 

social life. With the extension of the Eastern Railway and establishment of the 

Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, it became convenient for a great many of the British 

residents of Bengal to take their holidays in the hill~ and to enroll their children in the 

educational institutions that clustered here. Schools, social and recreational clubs, and 

civic organizations were built on metropolitan models of the European lines. They 

seemed utterly removed from the strange and uncomfortable realities of life in the 

plains. We have glimpsed in the writings of those visitors who expended their early life 

. (childhood or youth) in Darjeeling, left their memoirs during their trip to Darjeeling in 

the last decade of the last century in the Windamere Hotel's Memory Book. Now we 

can partially reconstruct the social life of the Europeans during the colonial period in 

the light of these memoirs left by them in the Windermere Hotel entitled 'Your 

Memories of the Raj': 

We rode ponies wherever we wished, picnicked on the khud-side and roller-skated at 

the Gymkhana Club." Jody Morris left his memories in the last decade of the twentieth 

century in Darjeeling. They came to Darjeeling from Calcutta to enjoy the cool 

temperatures and mountain scenery, and to revel in the stations' social and recreational 

activities during the colonial Raj. 

Elizabeth Barrie wrote about her stay in Da~jeeling during Second World War from 

1940-44 in the following lines. "We seemed to have innumerable servants who had their 

own strict hierarchy: cook, kitmagar, bearer, ayah, masaalchi and ·the sweeper. The 

sweepers' duties always included looking after the family dogs! Father was driven to the 
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office every morning, his driver, 'a P~;~than', incredibly smart in white drills and a 

magnificent dark blue 'pugri'. "The cook was a 'Mugh' from what is now Pakistan- he 

produced food that could rival many a French chef which he prepared in the most 

primitive conditions." I can remember my father's shout of 'Koi Hai' which brought the 

bearer running to take off his shoes to replace them with slippers when he got back from 

the office; or alternatively, a request for a 'chotta-peg' . "The European society had its 

own very strict social hierarchy- led by the I.C.S.- you knew your place and you kept 

it". It .is true that most of the memoirs were mere the reflection of general daily and 

personal experiences but it gave some ideas about the inner traits of a· European family 

as well as their social behavior towards the locals. The positions of the servants in a 

British family, appeared from this memoir, were sharply circumscribed. They were 

kept only to run their house-hold smoothly and kept away from their socio-cultural 

world that the British had built to protect themselves. 

Mrs. J. Packard, wife of Major J.E.E. Packard of the 2nd Battalion, the King's Own 

Royal Regiment, left her memory during her stay in Darjeeling fr'om 1928-193l."We 

had a very social life with dances at the Everest Hotel, Rockville Hotel, visits to St. 

Joseph and St. Paul schools, riding or motoring to Ghoom and Tiger Hill or down to 

Rangeet. We played tennis, watched clay pigeon shooting or went down to the races at 

Lebong. Somehow our two horses Tommy and StinkaKarez arrived from Rawalpindi 

but we often rode the tat ponies from Chowraster down the steep hills or had coffee at 

Valdos or the Rendezvous. We used the Gymkhana Club a lot as there was skating, 

bridge. amateur dramatics, children's parties, dinners and dances. When the General 

.came up there was all the more formal functions held at the Maharaja's palace then 

called Government House. We often had friends to stay for holidays i11 the hills, and we 

enjoyed the company of resident friends like the Mazumdars and their daughter Tara. 

"Thi5 social life was only made possible by the help of our Nepalese and Tibetan 

servants. The cook came for his orders every day as he did the shopping. I had to give 

him at least three days' notice if we wanted coffee. There were certain customs to 

observe to make life run smoothly. For instance turning a blind eye to certain amounts 

of food disappearing. Some wives gave themselves a lot of trouble by counting the 
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Figure 3.3Dinner Party at the Windamere-1946 

Source:Windamere Hotel 

Figure 3 .4Easter at the Gymkhana Club -1 95 1 

Source: Windamere Hotel 
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eggs or measuring the tea. My husband's personal servant Bhudrahdin was always with 

us. He used to be on the station at Karachi in some miraculous manner to meet us after 

we returned from leave in England ........ 

This piece ·of memoir has given a glimpse into the social life of the Europeans in 

Darjeeling and nature of the servants in dealing the house-hold works. From this writing 

it is clear that the Bengalese came into the social orbit of the British and established 

their residents next door to them from the first quarter of the twentieth century. It may 

be said that their ·sense of themselves' as the agents of Western c~lture and imperial 

rule soon began to erode because of the presence of upper- and middle-class Bengalese, 

Marwaris including the business group of the communities whose own identities and· 

destinies were increasingly bound up in the imperial system. These people sought 

access to the political pawer and social privilege that radiated from the highlands. 

Encroachment of these groups added a far more complex social set up in Darjeeling. 

They started to seek the same social space that the British themselves occupied. We can 

trace back the origin of the process .of lndianization of the station as early as the first 

quarter of the twentieth century. 

·But a very different picture had been drawn by Lt. Col. L. Hannagan, ED., F.R.H.S 

regarding the relation between tea owners and labourers in his article ·oarjeeling 

Planting- Then and Now' 73• He wrote that racial h·atreds andnational bigotry were non

"xistent, and the simple hill-people were quick to realize and appreciate the organizing 

ability, the integrity and justice of the white man in those early days of Darjeeling 

planting. Moreover, it was an important feature of British policy, that the planter had to 

keep up the white man's. reputation for justice and fair dealings. which would require 

hours of patient hearing of a dispute, and then a just and equitable settlement. More 

often than not, such disputes if complicated were settled by "panchayet." with the 

planter acting as a neutral chairman. 

Perhaps one of the best examples of the good fellowship which existed then between 

the planters and the hill-people is the following stor}, which the author was told by the 

late Ernest Wernicke, son of Andrew Wernick, the owner of the Tumsong tea estate. 
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-They were the Gennan tea pioneer-planters. "When Lingia first came into being as a 

tea garden, his uncle, Fred Wernicke, would often, on a warm summer's evening after a 

long and tiring day in the field and factory, sit on his factory steps and enjoy the last of 

the sunshine while he pondered on his problems and work. He was a young man then 

and a bachelor....... On many occasions, he would be joined by his tea-makers, who 

were having a few minutes rest from his work, and they would sit side-by-side 

discussing the work or village problems. On one oc.casion, a friend who suffered from 

an over-rated sense of his own importance, and never permitted such "liberties," was 

horrified when a tea-maker came out, sat down by Fred Wernicke, put his ann round his 

shoulder and gave him an affectionate hug and addressed him as "Daduu" or brother". 

The laboureres might not be treated oppressively but their relation with the planters was 

not always as cordial and liberal as Col. Hannagan described74
• 

. . ' 
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