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Introduction 

The great chains of the Himalayan Mountain greatly influenced the topography, as well 

as socio-economic and political events of India throughout the ages. In ancient time 

several Indian literature described the grandeur of its presence in th<.: north. However. 

the concept of mountainous topography and its economic exploitation in terms of 

modern sense is of recent origin. It was in the British period that the socio-economic life 

of the Himalayas had been consciously interfered in terms of an integrated political as 

well as economic objective for the first time. Wan·en Hastings made the first attempt in 

this respect by sending the Bogle Mission in 1774 which opened up an era of colonial 

interference in the Himalayas. This phase of interference and colonial expansion was 

culminated by the annexation of Dat:jeeling in !835. 

Geographically the Himalayan region has been classified into three parallel 

environmental zones running on an east-west through the region: the Terai. the 

Subtropical or Middle Hills (Shiwalik or Outer Himalayas) and the Himalaya 1• Each 

zone is distinguished by specific variables of elevation, vegetation. soi! composition. 

slope contours. precipitation. and pattern of socio-economic life of its inhabitants. The 

territories within the Dat:jeeling district are marked out by two distinguished zones; the 

Terai in the south and the hilly areas- the Midlands or the Middle Hills: the area that 

falls under ot.ir research area. The region is characterized by rugged hills, narrow river 

valleys. and forested spurs rising to 2500 meters or more. 

The economic activities of this area distinctly developed on the basis of this physical 

environment. Being 2500 meter above the sea-level it has been free from the virulent 

strains of malaria, and its cool pleasant climate is suitable for healthy habitation which 
. ' 
later on gave birth of a British Hill Station which developed into a prosperous tourist 

destination. One the other hand the region is not suitable for the general agricultural 

crops that grow in the plains. Cultivation of commercial cash crops like tea and 

cinchona became an important economic activity of the district under the British in the 

second half of the nineteenth century. due to the suitability of the soil and climate. 

Besides, the natural resources. especially the forests also provided an important sector 
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of commercial activity. Different kinds of timber available m the hills became a 

profitable item of business. 

After the annexation of Darjeeling, the colonial ·ruler followed a well integrated 

economic policy for its rapid growth. This economic development of the district was 
'· 

characterized by both colonial trends (i.e colonial economic exploitation and drain of 

wealth) prevailing in the country as a whole. as well as some unique physical features of 

this hilly region mentioned above. Therefore. economy of the hilly region 

comparatively followed a specific pattern i.e the expansion of commercial agricultural 

investment, development of tourism industry and distributive trade that was different 

from the economic features of the plains. 

Commercial adventure is said to have initiated even before the introduction of the Pax 

Britannica in this hilly region. The British sent a number of trade n1issions like Boggle 

Mission of I 774, Turner's Mission of I 782,2Macau!ay Mission in I 886 to Jearn more 

about this trade and to establish commercial relations with the Trans-Himalayan 

countries, especially with the Tibetans. The establishment ofthe British sanatorium in 

Darjeeling just accelerated this process of British mercantile expansion in the 

Himalayas. 

While the British officials signalled in favour of its commercial potentialities, the 

Government undertook a major constructive step to develop it into an international trade 

centre by integrating Darjeeling into the trading system of the Trans-.Himalayan region. 

One such major constructive step taken by the British was the establishment of 

communication network. Before their arrival the whole tracts were covered with virgin 

forests and there was no road excepting a serpent hilly patch that Jed the way to the hill. 

They .paid their attention towards both the construction of roads and railways. Attempt 

was made to build a cart road from Darjeeling to the foothills. In 1869 the Cart Road 

ti·om Darjeeling to Siliguri was opened for traffic. More importantly the Darjeeling 

Himalayan Railway, opened in 1885. proved a major impetus to the increasing level of 

transport and communication. 
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After train services reached the plains of Siliguri in 1878 under the North Eastern 

Railways, Franklin Prestage, agent of the Eastern Bengal Railway, foresaw the utility of 

a rail link between the hills of Darjeeling and the plains. He submitted a scheme for the 

construction of a· two feet gauge railway line from Siliguri to Darjeeling. This scheme 

was mainly driven by hard economic considerations viz., the huge difference in the cost 

of essential commodities between Darjeeling and Siliguri, the need ro carry out tea for 

export and the inability of the existing road to handle the growing traffic. In a detailed 

scheme submitted to the Government of Bengal and approved by the Lt. Governor Sir 

Ashley Eden, he pointed out how a railway could substantially reduce the cost of 

transport between Darjeeling and the plains. Prestage received final sanction for his 

project on April 8, 1879 and formed the Darjeeling Steam Tramway Co. However, the 

idea of operating the line as a steam tramway was soon abandoned and, on September 

15, 1881, the company adopted the designation of Darjeeling Himalayan Railway Co. 

(DHR), which remained effective until it was taken over by the Government of free 

India on October 20, 1948. Throughout this period Gil landers Artbuthnot & Co .. one of 

the oldest managing houses in Calcutta. handled its financial, legal and purchasing 

interests3
• The establishment of Darjeeling Himalayan Railway in the last quarter of the 

19th century had a profound impact on social and economic developments of 

Darjeeling. 

Its strategic location on the international boarder covered up the Trans-Himalayan trade 

specially the Chinese trade via Tibet. In this way this hill town emerged as the central 

place of the region from the late nineteenth century onwards. The expansion of 

plantation industries and the availability of jobs resulted in the population explosion in 

Darjeeling leading to a major shift in the socio-economic and cultural life of Darjeeling. 

By the turn of the 191
h century, the expansion of urban economy resulted in the growth 

of well equipped locality level business network along 'with the Trans-Himalayan trade 

system. This trading network gradually evolved around the middle of the nineteenth 

century in Darjeeling. It opened up a new horizon in the business vista of Darjeeling. 

The commercialization of Da~jeeling in the second half of the nine!eenth century led to 

great demographic change. It has already been mentioned that bef01·e the coming of the 
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British there were only hundred Lepcha people in Da~jeeling. Soon the population rose 

trom I 00 in 1839 to about I 0,000 in 1849, chiefly as a result of immigration from the 

neighboring states of Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan. According to the first regular census in 

18"12 the population increased to 94712 4
. The following Census Reports (table no-2.1) 

highlight the rigorous demographic change in Da~jeeling: 

Table-2.1 

Demography ofDnrjeeling (1881-1962) 

Year Population Percentage 
' 

1881 155179 64% 
. 

1891 223314 44% 

1901 249117 12%' 

1911 165660 7% 

1921 282748 6% 

1931 319635 13% 

1941 376379 18% 

1951 445260 18% 

1961 624640 ~ 
Source: A.J Dash p-24 and Census of lndia-1951, 1961 

. . 
The above mentioned table (Table No2.1) shows that a great number of migrants came 

to Darjeeling for the purpose of better livelihood from the different corner of the 

country and also from the neighbouring states. The British planters appointed agents to 

collect Iaboureres at cheap rate. The Nepali Sardar went into the deep of Nepali villages 

and convinced the Nepalese regarding the myth 'chi aka pall a rna sana chha '(tea leave 

has goldi, A good number of migrants from Nepal settled in the different tea gardens 

as tea labourers. As a result of this population explosion. a new commercial horizon 



48 

emerged in the Northern part of Bengal. This created demand for essential commodities 

to fulfill their daily requirements. It became essential not only to provide those daily 

goods but also the other requirements. A number of businessmen engaged in these 

trades entered the arena hence. On the other hand, the gradual increase of population not 

Gn!y opened up many new horizons of commercial sectors but also accelerated the 

expansion of the earlier business sectors. 

2.1: Conceptual Study of Market: 

Commercial practices, especially the exchange of goods usually takes place in a market. 

Therefore, markets always play a central role in shaping the commercial scenario of a 

region from the earliest period in the life of humm1 beings. "Markets provided a 

compressed display of an area's economy, technology and society - in brief of the local 

way of life"6
. And "as an analytical unit and at a metaphoric level, bazaars speak the 

l<:nguage of exchange and negotiation of movement and follow of circulation and 

redistribution - in short of extra-community or supra-community connections and 

institutions7
. As in all other places Darjeeling 'Bazaar' also played the central role in 

shaping the trading exchange as well as constituting the business communities. The 

major exchange of commodities of this district took place in market and therefore. 

D~rjee!ing Bazaar provided access of all large scale transactions. Therefore. the 

conceptual studies of markets need to briefly discuss here. 

A number of theories developed in India as well as in other parts of the world with 

regard to the role of markets in the economy. Among these. the most over- arching 

work is Walter Christaller's8 central place theory in which, he offered a diversity of 

models of market organization, shared a common interest in highlighting markets on 

nodes in a complex of economic and social exchange organized hierarchically as well as 

by such factors as economy; geography. transportation. politics and administration. 

Skinner0devdoped another theory of marketing system in which markets were 

hierarchically categorized into four classes- viz (a) minor or periodic market, (b) 

standard market, (c) intermediate market, (d) and finally the central market. 
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The hierarchical theory as developed by Skinner is applicable in case of Darjeeling. '' 

The minor market, popularly known as a ''green-vegetable market," specializes in the 

horizontal exchange of peasant-produced goods. Many necessities are not regularly 

available, and virtually no services or imports are otfered. It is of negligible importance 

as an entry point for locally produced goods into the larger· marketing system. The 

minor market what had been defined by Skinner is similar to that of the Darjeeling haat 

or a periodic market held on Sunday. We get reference to this in the beginning from 

1835 to 1850. 

In ascending order, the other two types are standard and intermediate markets. Standard 

market according to him is that type of rural market which meets all the normal trade 

needs of the people. What the household produce but do not consume is normally sold 

there and what it consume but not produced is normally bought there. The standard 

market. according to Skinner provides for the exchange of goods produced within the 

market dependent area. More importantly. it is the starting point for the upward tlow of 

agricultural products and crafts items into higher reaches of the ·n1arketing system, its 

another function being the termination of the downward flow of imported items 

destined for local consumption. Da~jeeling Bazaar assu.med this character in the last 

quarter of the nineteenth century. when market was regularized and inhabitants of this 

city increased and urbanization completed its first stage. 

The central market or the market as per the highest Skinner model is nom1ally situated 

at a strategic site in the transportation network and has impo11ant wholesaling functions. 

Its facilities are so designed, so as to receive imported items and distribute them within 

ito dependent area and on the other. to collect local products and export them to other 

central markets or higher- level urban centres. 

Skinner's typology of marketing system may be applied to explore the evolutionary 

growth of Darjeeling Bazaar. It· played a central role in shaping the business as well as 

the economy of Darjeeling District. Therefore, it is necessary to search the evolutionary 

growth of Darjeeling Bazaar and its relationship with other parts of India as well as the 

world especially the Trans- Himalayan zone. According to this above theory. the 
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Darjeeling Bazaar passed a long period of historical evolution. The first phase of the 

marketing system i.e minor market coincided with the period between 1835 to 1850. 

Standard and intermediate marketing system covered the period from 1850 to 1860 and 

1860 to 1900 respectively. However, Darjeeling town, the central place of attraction 

passed through more than six decades to assume the character of central market. 

Though its location on a strategic site and it political significance led to its rapid growth 

in last quarter of the nineteenth century and made centre of market, it is difficult 

identifying its demarcating line from one rung to another in t~e process of its 

ev<Jlutionary growth. The drastic emergence of Siliguri in the plains soon overshadowed 

the importance of Darjeeling in the second half of the twentieth century and it held the 

place of central market in North Bengal. The position of Darjeeling reduced to hold the 

place of intermediate market. 

In order to analyze the evolutionary growth of Da~jeeling i'n terms of this Marketing 

system, we have to discuss the nature and pattern of trade which had grown in course of 

time. This is done under the two heads of 

(a) Domestic trade 

(b) Foreign trade 

2.2: Domestic Trade 

The chief characteristic feature of the economy of Dm:jeeling was that the economic 

development was directed to some selected pockets. The colonial state paid more 

attention to develop tea, timber and tourism rather than agricultural and commodity 

production system. Darjeeling had to. depend largely on the imports of commodities 

either from the IJlains or from the neighbouring regions. Weaving handicrafts. such as. 

cottage industries developed here for local consumption but not for bigger markets. The 

local trade was concentrated largely in the bazaar "of Darjeeling district. Therefore. the 

markets of Darjeeling developed as distributive centres ~nd not as centres of production. 

The chief trade centres of Darjeeling district were the Datjeeling town itself. Kurseong. 

Kalimgpong,. and subsequently Siliguri. Of these Darjeeling market played a central 
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role before the drastic emergence of Siliguri at the foot hills. It was locally known as 

Bazaar. This term is said to have originated from Persian and gained currency in Indian 

and European languages. 

Origin of Market: - Before the atTival of the British, Darjeeling was commercially in 

primitive stage. Their assumption of administrative responsibilities and the 

commercialization of Darjeeling (plantations) brought a steady flow of people into 

Darjeeling. Demography of Darjeeling underwent a ·great change in the mid-nineteenth 

century. Therefore, it became essential to set up a market place to meet at least the 

primary demands of local people. The step was taken tirst by Colonel Lloyd in 1838. 

He did a deed with his friend Mr. Perry who lived in Soorajpur near Kishanganj to 

provide daily essentials to Darjeeling. At that time these goods were carried on by 

porters from Pankhabari to Da~jeeling. There was no transportation system at all. only 

packhorse and pack ponies were used, in some small extent to carry these goods. 

Consequently, Mr. Parry was given advanced money to open up a market for primary 

requirements in Darjeeling town. In course of the three months of October to December. 

1838. he continuously transacted groceries to Da~jeeling 10
. But the~r friendship did not 

translate into smooth running of the market. Clash soon broke out between them for 

their vested interests. Colonel Lloyd did not anticipate that Mr. Perry would monopolize 

trades of Da~jeeling as he built his bakeries, storehouses and took advanced money and 

handled everything concerning commerce. Mr. Perry refused to accept such accusation 

and clarified that he only assisted Colonel Lloyd to ensure the continuous flow of 

transactions 11
• In spite of these clashes, improvement of markets was.not disrupted as is 

evident t!·om the contemporary news items, 'Bengal Harkaru' reported that "there is a 

bazaar for supplies, chiefly of native .produce, Mr. Wilson opens his Hotel no doubt 

there will be plenty of European articles, but present we depend upon. Calcutta for them. 

Livestock should be brought from the plain .... " The bazaar has-been opened to the 

public and partially supplied goods. fowls etc. procured below Punkhabaree. Midah. 

rice. dhal (pulse) sugar. ghee were sold at the godowns" 1 ~. 

Soon, Darjeeling saw the establishment of market on a permanent platform. A 

successful attempt in this respect was made by Dt·. Campbell soon after his assumption 
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of administrative responsibilities in 1839. He set up a market with formidable shop 
• space. 42 acres of land had been provided for establishing the Datjeeling bazaar13 . It 

extended from the station in the south to the Hospital in the north and from Mount 

Pleasant Road in the east to the Jakir Hussain Basti in the west. He built tive shops in 

Datjeeling market square which were followed by another eighteen shops in the early 

period of his admi!Jistration. He encouraged the merchants to occupy these shops by 

granting loans to them on easy terms to attract the business communities 14. The 

contemporary record stated that "one rupee per mensem has been fixed as the rent tor a 

shop in the Darjeeling bazaar for 1841 " ......... "Prices in the bazaar and rates of 

servants" wages, are left to regulate themselves by the amount of demand and supply. 

unfettered by Nirikhs or other authoritative interference. A set of standard scales and 

weights are kept at the Kutchery and in the bazaar for reference in all case of dispute 

about weight" 15 .In this way Darjeeling entered into the second rung of the marketing 

system. 

The establishment of Darjeeling Municipality in 1850 ushered in an era by inaugurating 

the process of urbanization and proved to be another important step towards the 

expansion of marketing system. The Municipality took all responsibilities to conduct 

progressive works for new establishment of buildings. stalls. and storehouse on the one 

hand and granting loans. providing necessary requirements to encourage the new traders 

to engage themselves in trading adventure 16. The slaughter house was established in the 

market square in 1883 17
. 

In course of time, the Municipality took over the charge of its management. 
'~ 

Contemporary source stated that "The Municipality has the management of it. and has 

expended large sums on buildings, from which a great part of its revenue is derived" JH. 

These buildings were named in alphabetical order. This continues till today, such as 'A' 

Building 'B' Building to 'Z' Buildings. Dr. Campbell imposed Rs. 22 per month on each 

shop as rent and 12 percent returns ti·om wine shops for government investment. 

Along with those improvements toreign u·ade through Darjeeling made it way. W.B 
' 

Jackson of the Bengal Civil Service submitted a report in favour of Da1jeeling to make 
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Figure 2. I Daljeeling Bazaar-1880s 

Source: Das studio-Darjeeling 

Figure2.2 Market Day Darjeeling-1880s 

Source: Das studio-Daljeeling 
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it a centre for Tibetan trade19. 'The Calcutta Review' pieced together the history of 

progress of the market in descriptive manner- "The market was on the whole well 

arrangP.d and well supplied. The traders were all from the plains. The shops were 

erected by and remained the property of the Government. The authorities did not 

regulate the prices of the things sold in the market. Trade was quite free. 

Encouragement was given to traders to settle at the station" 20 . The Sunday 'haar' 

supplemented the Bazaar. Due to lack of available sources. the origin of this haat is 

shrouded in obscurity. It may be said that it originated during the period of superintend 

ship of Dr. Campbell as early as 1860, an important source referred the existence of 

Darjeeling 'Haat' in his book21 . R. D O'Brien tound "The bazaar is quite down in the 

hollow. a square piece of ground flanked on either side by the native shops and a Hindu 

temple surmounted with rather an elegant cupola". 

He furnished a descriptive account of the Sunday market which is as follows- "Sunday 

being a holiday for the people employed on the many tea plantations, it is taken 

advantage of for making bazaar and on that day all the choicest goods are displayed by 

the enterprising tradesman. These people nearly all squat on the ground with their goods 

beside and in front of them and a curious collection it is every variety of goods, 

including tin, whistles, Crosse and Blackwell's pickles, jams and sardines. umbrellas, 

pots. pans grid- irons, tooth brushes, feeding bottles, looking glasses, cups. saucer, and 

plates of the most antediluvian design needles and woolen spoons. Mrs. Allen's hair

dye and Mrs. Winslow's soothing syrup in fact the most heterogeneous assortment of 

articles ever exhibited in any bazaar in the world. In addition. there are numberless 

articles of native manufacture: the thick .coarse striped woolen cloths and soti silk 

(woven from the fibre) that the peculiar worm which feeds in the castor oil plant 

produces. Besides most uninviting vegetables. coarse, tea and tobacco, goats, skinny 

sheep, beef of a colour that makes one shudder, poultry so attenuated that they look as if 

they had been raised for their bones, only rice, coarse. grain in every variety ugly 

pigs"22 

' 
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Figure2.3 Sunday Haat in Oarjeeling early-1900s 

Source: Das studio-Darjeeling 

Figure2.4 Portrait of a Lepcha Girl Selling Nuts at the Street Market in Darjeeling-

1928 

Source: ebay. com 



56 

The annual food serv1ce of the district more or less casually developed. rhe same 

account revealed that "Animal food of a fair quality is obtainable on paying a good 

price. The sheep are brought in from Thibct. epal and Sikkim. The Thibet sheep is 

small and the mutton of excellent tlavor. but un fo rtunately these sheep will not li ve in 

Darjee ling during the rains. The epalese sheep is big Roman nosed brute IAith coarse 

flavorless flesh. Good beef is generally obtainable. pork is obtainable but the purchaser 

ought to know from where it comes. as the hi ll pig is just as dirty amender as hi s 

ielative of the plains. Hams and bacon are really good quality is obta inab le. Poultr] is 

usually brought from Nepal and from the Plains. It is impossible to buy a good fat 

roasti ng fowl in the bazaar, but most people fatten their own poultry. The same \\a) is 

said of ghee and ducks. The Sikkim Cock is a fine bird and appears someho~A to have a 

bi t of the Chittagong bred in him. His cow is most extra ordinary ............ Eggs arc 

plentiful and as a rule good but the price runs up terr ibly sometimes. The milk is alwa:s 

good ............ ..... the Bhutan gwal lahs are post master in alteration. Rutter i~ one o f 

the features of Darjeeling and if as is the general ru le it made on the premises b) the 

hou::;eho lds servants. is quite as good as the best Engli sh butter. Fish brought ur from 

the Rungeet and Teesia is often obtainable perfectly fresh and of exce llent tlavo r. Fish 

is also brought up in ice from Calcutta and reaches Darjee ling in excellent condition. 

Vegetable are diffi cult to obtain as a rule. bu t all Engli sh vegetables thri\'e m and 

around Darjeel ing and are of excellent quality. The Darjeeling potato has b~.:en much 

improved by importation of English seed. Reall y excellent potatoes are to be had all the 

~ear round. The Bhootea turnip is rea ll y delicious. and in season in November oranges 

are imp0rted in large quantities from Sikkim and are simply delicious in December and 

January ......... fruit such as plantains. pineapples. pears. peaches. (the two latter on I;. 

tit for stewi ng) guavas and a yellow raspberry are obtainable and if the visitor has an) 

friends amongst the tea- planters he will often be able to taste strawberri es. Altogether 

the present food supply of Darjeeling in spite of improved means of'communication is 

not what it might be and ought to be but there is every reason for hoping that thi s \'eJ) 

serious defect will soon be remedied, as Dr. Greenhill , so well known in Calcutta has 

establi shed a farm under European supervis ion at Nagro. about I 0 miles from 



57 

Darjeeling, from whence all the needs to the station m this respect will be amply 

supplied"
23

. Therefore, it will not be wrong to refer from the above description that a 

good number of businessmen engaged in the business to provide tliese domestic needs. 

The town kept growing and other new commercial ventures appeared gradually. 

By the turn of the century, Darjeeling bazaar underwent an all-round expansion. Shops, 

stalls, sheds and hotels grew rapidly and were scattered in different nooks. An important 

contemporary record of the last decades of the 19'11 century provided such valuable 

information regarding the British enterprise who established a millinery shop at the 

Mall. later on known as Whiteaway Laidlaw Ltd.24
. Habib Mullick, a Kashmiri trader. 

established his curio shop at the Mall in 1890. He came to Darjeeling as early as 

1880l5
• Md. Musa (whose third generation still in the same busine~s)who came from 

U.P in 1880's opened a woollen shop at Chawk- Bazaar at 'A' Building and bought 

imported wool and woollen garment's from the East India Company's agents in 

Oaijeeling 26
: L. A. Waddell also gave such information regarding the availability of 

European manufactured goods in Darjeeling. He wrote that "in a Sunday market in 

Darjeeling Nepalese women dressed in English broad cloth with gaudy handkerchief of 

European manufacture thrown gracefully over their heads" 27
. 

The market square of Darjeeling did not have well concrete structure till 1900. It was 

"tin- roofed shanties with variegated hues". In the last decades of the 20'h century. G.P. 

Robertson, the then Engineer to the Municipality, transformed the bazaar "into a neat. 

clean quadrangle with three- storied, concrete structures" ..... 28
. 

The bazaar catered to the wants of the inhabitants. It supported bankers, money lenders. 

usurers along with merchants and wholesalers who dealt with every kind of commodity. 

from cloth to grain to household goods. It became the gathering place of every kind of 

commodity and buyers were thronged largely by both wholesalers and retailers. Such 
~ . . 

description would also be found in the history of E.C. Dozey, the historian as well as 
~ . 

' inhabitant of the town who visited the Sunday market of Darjeeling in the first quarter 

of the 20'11 century. He wrote that 'Here will be seen astute Marwaris, whose chief 
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-
Figure2. 5 Darjeeling Bazaar-19l6s 

Source: http://www.oldmhs.com/oldcr_darjecling.htm 

Figure2.6 Vegetable Shop 1930s 

Source: http://www.oldmhs.com/older_darjeeling.htm 
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Figure 2. 7 Native Shops in Darjeeling -1 930's 

Source: ebay.com 

Figure 2.8 Darjeeling Bazaar-1950s 

Source: Das studio-Darjeeling 
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business and source of income is· money-lending; mild-spoken Kashmiris and Panjabi 

dealers in silks, skins and furs; petty grocers from the plains; sellers of old and rare 

coins; Bhutia pawn-brokers and Cheap-Jacks from whom many an article of virtue 

many be picked up; Nepalese who deal in curios consisting of turquoise-wear, coral, 

amber and jade ornaments, kukris, knives and brass-ware (of which the reader has 

already been warned); and last but not least. the affable Parsee who deals in Japanese 

silver- ware and oilman's stores. In the Daroga Bazar, which leads from the east of the 

Market Square to Mount Pleasant Road just below the Central Hotel, as well as in the 

latter road • are located the iron-mongers, and Indian tailors so dear to the hearts of our 

lady visitors"29
• This bazaar is still famous for its ·tailoring. There are more than 40 

tailoring shops even today. 

From the 1890's onwards Darjeeling bazaar met daily and functioned as an outlet tor 

the products of the artisanal industries and a centre of commercial exchanges. The 
• 

merchants of this region normally conducted three activities: banking. transactions of 

go•Jds and advancing money both in agricultural (especially in orange) and non

agricultural sectors. The involvement of agents in trade was correspondingly lower. The 

traders of Darjeeling town were. by contrast more involved in tea industries. trans

frontier trade, and hotel business and retail trading. The chief tra~e on the whole was 

carried on with Calcutta, the export items consisting of cardamom, gunny-bags. Jute. 

maize and tea and the imports cotton yarn. kerosene- oil, piece- goods. rice. salt. Coal 

and coke were imported from the field at Raneegang. 1301 Besides the vegetables. fruits 

etc were found to be sold here from the last quarter of the 19111 century. Fruits consisted 

Apples, cocoanuts, guavas, jack- fruit, leeches, lemons, mangoes, oranges. papayas, 

peaches, pine-apples, plantains and plum. also all other fruits from the plains and also 

dry fruits imported from Afghanistan. Vegetables consisted of Beans, beetroots. 

brinjals, cabbages, carrots, cauliflowers. celery. cucumber, leeks. lettuce, melons (water 

and marsh, mint, parsnips, peas, potatoes. (ordinary and sweet) pumpkins, rhubarb. 

sugar-cane, tomatoes (ordinary and tree. turnips, thyme and yams ot' all varieties grown 

in the plains and neighboring valleys where the heat is tropica131
• 
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In the last decade of the nineteenth century the Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling 

reported that tea, gunny bags and cinchona were important items that exported from 

Darjeeling. Cardamom locally known as bara elachi became exportable item of the 

District in this period. According to Wadell, the native dealers at Darjeeling conducted 

profitable business in much of the aconite of commerce that finds its way to Europe and 

which is so largely used now-a-days by ho~eopaths32 The following table gives an 

idea of the volume and nature of the goods that were exported from Darjeeling. 

Table- 2.2 

Export of Local manufactures of Darjeeiing District:. 

Local manufactures 1887-88 . 1888-89 1889-90 

Tea 9944356£ 10274131£ 10838220£ 

Cinchona 34958£ 453675£ 429110£ 

Gunny bags 34075Mds 34583mds 24071Mds 

Molasses 200Mds 250Mds 300Mds 

Cloth 9000 9500 9000 

Pottery 105700Nos 125320Nos 11320Nos 

Beer and porter 42450Gallons 53226Gallons 35640Gallons 

Source:-DDR, Collection XXXII F. No. 54, 26 May, 1890 

The hand book of Darjeeling in the first decade of the twentieth century gives an idea 

about prices of some goods that sold here: "Mutton was sold at 1112 to 3/- the quarter; 

beef 'at moderate prices'; fowls at 3 to 5 pe.r rupee; Masheer fish from the Rangneet at 4 

annas a seer (our supplies are at present obtained from Sara Ghat stored in ice at 1/4 per 

seer); potatoes at 2/ the maund (now at 4/); vegetables were dear and only obtainable 

from Trentler's Farm and the Jail (which still does the major portion of the supply); 

pigeons at 3 to 4 annas each; pork and ham were excellent, the latter being sold at eight · 

annas a pound; half-grown geese at one rupee each, half-grown ducks at 4 to 5 per 
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rupee (they are now 1/4 each); eggs at 3 for an anna; milk, Great Scott at 12 to 20 quarts 

per rupee (now 4 seers per rupee); butter at annas twelve per lb.; and on If. loaves of 

bread, baked by Schow, the Danish baker, at 7 perrupee"33
. 'Market rates' showing the 

prices for all the fruits, vegetables, meat, etc were published weekly in 'the Darjeeling 

adwrtiser in the mid 191
h century. Therefore, it can be said from the above description 

that business transactions in the domestic sector of Da~jeeling bazaar developed on a 

satisfactory level in the first decade of the twentieth century. 

Besides tea industry a brewery was also founded at Sonada. It was known as Victoria 

Brewery. It was looked after and managed by a European. The output of this brewery 

was 75,000 to I 000,000 gallons per annum. The manufactured beer was of excellent 

quality and it mainly supplied the Army commissariat Department for the soldier 

stationed at Daijeeling34
. 

We get-an idea of the volume of businesses carried on by the merchants in Darjeeling in 

the 1940s from an account left by A.J Dash. In 1942-43 there was an import of 7, I 04 

ton of rice, I 007 tons of salt, 540 tons of sugar, 417 tons of grains pulses other than rice 

,773 tons of provisions and 2769 tons of coal. Downwards from Darjeding in the above 

year were moved I 080 tons of potatoes and 1298 tons of tea. Imports from below Ghum 

included 16129 tons of rice ,513 tons of salt, 434 tons of provisions and 1167 tons of 

coal. Downward export from Ghum included 1629 tons of potatoes, 2190 tons of tea, 

515 tons of timber35
• They imported merchandises chiefly from Calcutta. The 

establishment of the Eastern Railways in 1870s ushered an era of economic exchanges. 

The emergence of Darjeeling Himalayan Railways also supplemented to the 

commercial transactions. 

The following tables give relevant information about the main import and export in 

1942 which were booked in Darjeeling Himalayan ·Railway. However. it is difficult to 

find out statistical data for Darjeeling Sub-Division separately. 
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Table-2.3 

Import and Export ofDarjeeling in 1942: 

Import Export 

Commodities Tons Tons 

Paddy 24 38 

Rice 5,676 1,830 

Gram and Pulses 394 2 

Wheat flour 1358 I 

Wheat 0 0 

Oil Seeds 2 39 

Other grains 642 54 

Salt 3,209 0 

Gur, Molasses 50 0 

Sugar 216 8 

Wood, unwrought 93 5,737 

Cotton, raw 40 0 

Cotton, processed 1,356 57 

Fodder 457 41 

Fruit, Vegetables 12 0 

Oranges 0 739 

Jute, raw 0 1,641 
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Jute, processed 131 16 

I ron and Stee I 1,360 192 

Manures 0 0 

Oilcake 0 0 

Kerosene 164 0 

Petrol 0 0 

Oil fuel 0 0 

Vegetable oil 84 4 

Tobacco 686 51 

Provisions 1,181 19 

Potatoes 32 3,824 

Coal 2,900 0 

Tea 1,247 ' 6,450 

Cardamoms I 1,027 

Wool 0 3,058 

Revenue 0 0 

Miscellaneous 7,732 1,591 

Cement 5,516 0 

Marble, Stone 4 0 

Total 34,567 26,419 

Source: A.J Dash, Bengal District Gazettee1·: Darjeeling, 1947 
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The table (2.3) shows that a small vo lume of agricultural produces were exported from 

Darjeeling including paddy, oil seeds. potatoes. ra w j ute: and orange. Almost all the 

manufactured merchandises were imported from outside the District. 

"Besides the articles listed above. following are some of the important commoJitil!s 

imported into the district from outside: electrical goods from Calcutta: fountain pens 

from Calcutta, Bombay and Aligarh: wool from Delhi and Ludhi~na; groceries from 

Kanpur and Bihar; stationery from Calcutta, Bombay and Delhi: confectioneries from 

Calcutta. Bombay, Madras. Bangalore and Gwalior: hardware and paints from Calcutta. 

Bombay. Delhi and Kanpur: wtne from Calcutta: hurricane lanterns. umbrellas. soup 

and rubber tyres from Calcutta: curios from Kashmir, Delhi and epa!. braSS\\arc from 

Morad:tbad; ivory works from Jaipur; shoes from Calcutta and Batanagar: cloths from 

Calcutta. Ludhiana and Delhi: utensils from Calcutta: indigenous medicine from "\epa!: 

st::wing. machines from Calcutta: Bombay and Delhi. v.atches and clocks from Cakutta 

and Bombay: hosiery products from Ludhiana. Delhi. Madras. ami Ho\Hah anJ fish 

from Katihar. Other items of import include sugar. gu r. molasses. pett:ol. kerosene. co.tl. 

mcHches, salt poultry, slaughter animals, motor cars and pans"36
. 

At p:-esent there are a number of chief markets in Oatjeel ing: the lower Market or the 

Chawk bazaar, Judge Bazaar. the Super Market. the Mahakal Market and the Market in 

and around Chowrasta and the Mall. Among them. Lower or Chawk bazaar is the oldest 

one. The word 'Chawk' is derived from Persian meaning city centre: it was apt!} named 

as it was established almost at the heart of the tO\vn. The total annual turnover in 

Darjeeling market was estimated Rs.58 lakhs. The bazaar was crowded dail) h~ 

approximately more than 200 souls and an estimate or 195 1 indicates that as many ~s 

10.179 people directly engaged in commercial acti \ ities37 The increase of population 

in the commercial sector indicated that the expansion of the old businesses and 

emergence of many new sectors. The following table (Table No-2.4) shov, s that a good 

number of merchants engaged in trade in 1951 which again referred to the tremendous 

improvement of commercial sector. 
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Table-2.4: 

General trade and number of Merchants of Darjeeling in 1951 

Retail trade Total Males Females 

Otherwise unclassified 2413 2309 104 

Hawkers and street- vendors otherwise unclassified 380 329 51 

Dealers in drugs and other chemical stores 198 198 ----

General storekeepers, shopkeepers and persons employed in shops 1461 1436 25 

otherwise unclassified 

Publishers, book sellers and stationers 374 346 28 

Retail trade in food stuffs cavehding Beverages and Narcotic 5561 4954 607 

Retail dealers in gram and pulses; sweetmeats, sugar and spices: dairy 4627 4078 549 

products, eggs and poultry; animals for food, fodder for animals; other 

foodstuff, vegetables and fruits 

Vendors of wine, liquors, accreted waters and ice in shops 110 103 7 

' 
Retail dealers in tobacco, opium and ganja 78 74 4 

Hawkers and street- vendor of drink and foodstutrs 260 252 8 
--

Retails dealers in pan, bides and cigarettes 486 447 39 

Retail trade in fuel (including) Petrol (petrol distributions) 265 235 30 

Retail dealers (including hawkers and street vendor in tir~wood charcoal, 232 204 28 

coal cow-dung and all other fuel except petroleum 
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Retail trade in feather and Leather goods- Retail trade including hawkers 617 604 IJ 

and steel-vendor in piece goods, wool, cotton, silk-hair, wearing apparel, 

made up tex.tile·goods, skin, leather, furs, feathers etc. 

Wholesale trade in foodstuffs- wholesale dealers in grains and pulsed, 308 302 6 

sweetmeats, sugar, spices, dairy, products eggs and poultry, animals, 

other foodstuffs, wholesale dealers in tobacco opium and jute 

Wholesale trade in commodities other than foodstuffs 564 540 24 

Insurance- Insurance carriers and all kinds of insurance agents and other 6 6 ---
persons connected with insurance business 

Money- lending banking and other financial Business- officers, 264 253 II 

I employers of joint stock bands, minims, agents or employees of 

indigenous banking firms, individual money.Landers. exchangers and 

brokers and their agents 

Source:-Census of 1951. 

Besides, a number of manufacturers- carpenters, Taylors (sic) wea'{ers, coppersmiths. 

basket makers, shoemakers and other professional classes regularly came to flock in the 

market with their products. Although an extraordinary range of wholesale and retail 

dealers and petty shopkeepers and to some small extent, manufacturer of the different 

professional classes built the commercial feature of Darjeeling. Along with this the 

presence of import and export dealers from neighbouring countries was another feature 

added in course of time. There were also some petty traders and manufactures located in 

the side streets38
• Above all there were traders who conducted their business from tiny 

sheps attached to their residence39
• This was mainly because of lack of available space. 

Sometimes, front part of the house was used as shop for retail trade and the interior 

ground floor was used for the wholesale of goods. The peddlers or hawkers also added 

another dimension to the commercial scene. 

The shops and stalls in this bazaar were arranged in rows, having open ~paces in 

between to be used as roads. The interior was, sometimes used for the military 

ceremonies. Now this open space has beeti occupied by a number of sheds arranged on 
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15 consecutive rows for green vegetables. groceries, retail tea, stationary. kukri,etc 

This phenomenal development indicates the general expansion of trade both in regional 

and international levels f~om the late 20111 century. This change ushered in an era by the 

emergence of a number of places of exchange in the different parts of Darjeeling 

District including the Sadar Sub- Division .. 

There were eighteen markets in Sadar sub-Division and 57 markets all over the District 

during the colonial rule. Most of the markets were controlled by the Darjeeling 

Improvement Fund .. Almost all of the markets had close commercial intercourse with 

Darjeeling Bazaar. Actually the latter played a signiticant role in evolving a trading 

network from the 2nd half of the 19'11 century. Out of (18) eighteen, ten also served as 

haat that met once or twice a week. Two served as important outposts for registering 

ilnport and export commodities namely SukhiaPokhuri a;1d Pu!Bazaar- Bijanbari. The 

chief articles that were marketed in these bazaar were paddy, rice, gram and pulses, 

wheat, flour, wheat, oilseeds, other grains, salt, gur, molasses, sugar, wood, cotton, 

raw, cotton processed, fodder, fruit, vegetable, oranges, raw jute, Jute processed, iron, 

steel, manures, oil cake, kerosene, petrol, oil fuel, oils, tobaccos provisions, potatoes, 

coal, tea, cardamom, wool, revenue, stores, miscellaneous cement, marble, stone etc. 

The ten important haats located different police stations of Darjeeling Sadar Sub 

Division are as follows: - the table shows the days of the week when they were held, 

important products transacted here40
• 
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Table-2.5 

List of Markets (ltaat) in Darjeeling Sadar: 

Name of Market Days of week lmponant products handled 

wilen held 
' 

P .S. Darjeeling 

Darjeeling Haat Saturday & Vegetables, ginger, orange, butter, eggs 

Sunday 

P .S. Jore Bungalow 

Sonada Market Sunday Potato, rice, cardamom, chirata, vegetables 

P.S. Pulbazar 

Bijanbari Hat Daily Rice, potato. cardamom, chirata. 

vegetables 

Lodhoma Hat Sunday Paddy, rice, vegetables, orange 

Pulbazar Hat Friday maize, rice, vegetables, poultry 

I Rimbik Hat Wednesday Potato, rice, vegetables, butter 

P .S. Rangli Rangliot 

I Rambi Hat Sunday Maize, millet, orange 

Rangli-R.angliot Hat Sunday Maize, millet, orange 

P.S. Sukhiapokhri 

Pokhribong Hat Sunday Rice, potato, vegetables, butter 

Sukhiapokhri Hat Friday Vegetables. potato, poultry, cardamom, 

maize 

Source: A.K. Banerji et,al, op cit. p. 283- 285, 
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The above table (2.5) characteristically referred the nature of domestic exchal).ge in the 

rural and urban markets. The rural haats only served the needs of the domestic 

essentials in terms of vertical flow of the merchandises. The religious and annual fairs 

were also important channels of rural exchange, but it played comparatively less 

significant role in shaping the. economy of Darjeeling Sub-division. 

We have another table below (Table No-1.6) that lists the important bazaars that had 

~tarted before the 1940s. The table shows the annual turnover of these bazaars. All 

these markets were located within the Sadar Sub- Division of Darjeeling. Those marked 

'A' had a turnover of over 20 Lakhs of rupees annually: 'B' turnover of between 15 and 

20 lakhs: 'C' between 4 and 15 lakhs and 'D' less than 4 Lakhs. 

Table-2.6 

Annual turnover of the Bazaars in Sadar Sub- Division: 

Darjeeling A Ran gal i Rangl iot D 

Sukhiapokri 8 Son ada D 

Ghum-Jorebungalow c Rangbul D 

Pulbazar & Bijanbari c Lodhama D 

S.imana D Rimbick D 

Manibhanjan D Singla D 

' Pokhriabong D Ging D 

Lopchu D Patti abash D 

Takdah D Lebong and Bhutia Basti D 

Source:- A.J. Dash, p. 170, 
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Map 2.1- Bazaars ofDarjeeling Sadar Sub-Division 

Source: Survey of India 
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The table (2.6) shows that the Darjeeling Market only appeared to categorize in the first 

·A' category of over 20 lakh turnover annually. These markets transacted both 

grassroots (lowest) level of exchange and at the higher reaches (in the bazaar). 

Marketing and trade in agricultural and non agricultural commodities attracted different 

types of peoples, including producer, (peasants), middlemen (Dalal/ agents) traders etc. 

They participated in the transfer of goods from the field~ to the local market and rest of 

it was sent to the higher market for export. Therefore, there were clo.se relation both 

among these ·markets and merchants who engaged in this commercial inter-course of 

circling goods from one market to another. Micro level data revealed such type of 

relationship. Take for examplei the orange trade of Darjeeling, which was next to tea in 

terms of importance. A survey conducted in 1938 showed that 230 acres in the Sadar 

Sub-Division were under oranges. Orchards were practically owned by the hill men. 

The traders employed agents to book the orange on the tree.s in advance in September 

and the fruits, when ready were carried on in the market as early as possible in order to 

get the highest price. Most of the crop was sold by the peasants to the up country 

Mussalman fruiterers from College Street and Chitpur Road, Calcutta41
• 

Initially markets were usually periodic rather than continuous. They convened only 

every few days once or twice a week. They appeared to assume certain characteristic 
. 

features in course of time. The bazaars provided a venue of a common category of 

exchange. Most of the markets provided same pattern of business transactions, only 

some:: of it served as an important out post for trans"frontier trade, and some of it as 

police-station or Thana as well. These markets were generally not in competition with 

one another. The various haats functioned on different days and the itinerant peddlers 

toting their wares from one market to other with the aid of pack ponies or pack horses 

before the emergence of modern means of transport42
. Many from nearby villages 

offered their vegetables, fruits. local-hand made artisanal produces and other 

agricultural produces for sale at the markets. For example, villagers from Lodhoma, 

Kaijalia, 4 and 2 miles away. exchanged their. produces such as squash, green

vegetables, marwa. Suntala (orange locally known as suntala) with non-available goods 

brought from the central.market Darjeeling Bazaar. It catered to these needs of the local 

population that could not be met by the local market in the locality. People from 
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villages as far as 5 or 7 miles away came to exchange their goods. These numerous 

villages as well as trans-frontier regions were nested in its marketing area, and remained 

tied to one another by an· important commercial interaction. At the ,local markets one 

could also find goldsmiths, sellers of oil, clothes, bangle in addition to the usual range 

of shops devoted to selling of agricultural products43
. These markets were tied to one 

another by rigid commercial interaction. 

The complementary economic relationship was reinforced by their communication 

links. In course of time, with the introduction of the modern means of communication 

Darjeeling town became well connected with the markets scattered all over its 

landscape. These markets were connected to one another not only by unmetalled road, 

but also by the metalled roads. In late 19'11 century, the metalled roads and ropeways 

were introduced to connect the different markets resulting in faster, smother movement 

of goods from one market to another. The Government built a cart road from Siliguri to 

Darjeeling in 1869 and Darjeeling Himalayan Railway in 1880. Thereafter. the 

establishment of railways from Siliguri to Calcutta via Jalpaiguri by the end of 1878 

heralded an important era in the history of communication as well as in the history of 

commercial venture. It not only connected the North-Bengal to South but also the age

old dreams of the British to establish an Indo-Tibetan and finally the central Asian trade 

via Darjeeling came into being. Consequently, the railway communication reduced the 

time space and cost from 5/6 days Journey to I or 2 days and fi·om Rs. 240.00 to 

approximately Rs. 185.00, and tinally a shortcut (land route) in contrast to the trade 

overseas from Calcutta to Central Asia. On the other hand ropeway proved to be an 

effident and economic form of transport. It was openeq for traffic in January 1939 44
• 

Extensions to the ropeway were possible in both directions to the north to provide 

Sikkim and beyond with cheap and reliable transport facilities and to the south to 

connect with the Sivok. Branch ropeways were likewise possible to the cinchona 

factories at Monghpo to. adjacent tea gardens and for the extrac~ion of timber and 

charcoal produces from the surrounding forest. It also served Bijanbari which was an 

important centre of trade from Eastern Nepal and Western Sikkim and important tea 

garden forest and Khas Mahal area. Potatoes, green vegetables poultry, cardamoms, and 
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forest products were carried up to Darjeeling. Cloth, yam, sugar, salt, kerosene and 

metalled ware were carried down. 

Table-2.7 

Import of Agricultural Produce into Darjeeling District: 1960-61 

Commodities Source Annual quantity Value (in 

' 
(in Jakhs of Jakhs of 

quintals) rupees) 

Rice Orissa, West Dinajpur, Birbhum and 7.46 440.00 

Burdwan 

Wheat and wheat products U.P., Bihar and Calcutta 5.60' 300.00 

Sugar Calcutta 3.00 400.00 

Pulses (whole and split) U.P. Bihar and Calcutta 2.24 180.00 

I -
Potato Assam, Bihar, U.P., Panjab, Nepal 0.75 32.00 

and"Sikkim 

Mustard oil Calcutta and Bihar 0.75 180.00 

Tobacco Calcutta and Bihar 0.037 15.00 

Salt Calcutta 0.02 0.42 

Chillies Calcutta and Bihar 0.019 5.00 

Spices Calcutta 0.004 0.60 

Molasses Calcutta and Bihar 0.004 0.40 

Total 19.884 I ,553.42 

Source: A. K. Banerji, West Bengal District Gazetteers, Darjeeling, p. 276 
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Table-2.8 

Export of Agricultural Produce into Darjeeling District: 1960-61 

Commodities Destination Annual quantity Value (in 

(in Lakhs of Lakhs of 

quintals) rupees) 

Seed potato Biha•·, U.P., Orissa. 0.75 80.00 

Assam, M.P .• and 

Panjab . 

I Orange Calcutta. U.P., and 0.75 7.50 

Bihar 

Vegetables Calcutta 0.15 8.80 

Cardamom Calcutta. U.P. and 0.04 13.20 

Bihar 

Ginger Calcutta 0.02 1.50 

Total 1.71 II 1.00 

Source: A. K. Banerji, West Bengal District Gazetteers, Darjeeling, p. 277 
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Table-2.9 

Import and Export of Darjceling Bazaar itself in 1960-61: 

Name of Commodity Source of imports. Value of Destination of exports Value of 

market imports (in exports (in 

quintals) quintals) 

Maize Manipur. Nepal and 1.000 --- ---
Sikkim 

' 
Seed potato Manipur, Nepal and 70.000 Bihar, U.P., Delhi. 1.00.000 

· Sikkim Pan jab, Calcutta and 

Darjeeli 
different districts of 

ng 
West Bengal 

Ginger --- --- Calcutta. Maldah, 1.500 

Jalpaiguri etc. 

Vegetables Jalpaigm·i and 5.000 Calcutta, Jalpaiguri, 15,000 

Purnea Maldah and West 

I Din'\ipur 

Source: A. K. Banerji, West Bengal District Gazetteers, Darjeeling, p. 278 

2.2.1. Plantation Industries and agricultural developments:-

The physical geography of Darjeeling district is not suitable for agr!culture in general. 

To some small extent, rice. wheat, barley, and millet, maize, cardamom and spices, 

potatoes, were cultivated in the Sadar Sub- Division. Of these, potatoes, cardamom, 

orange and ginger and to some small quantity vegetables (such as squash, among which 

were cultivated O!J commercial purposes), were exported from the Sadar Sub- Division. 

Tea and cinchona were chiefly cultivated for commercial exchange. Therefore, 

Darjeeling Sadar appeared to be a cash-crop agricultural or semi- agricultural Sub · 

Division. 

Its economic strength stands on its tea, tourism and to some extent timber. Because cash 

crops. particularly tea plantation is one of the main pillars on which stands the economy 
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of Darjeeling, an extra- emphasis should be given to. discuss the rise and growth of tea 

plantation in the district. The successful experiment of tea plantation brought about a 

sea-gulf change in political, economic, social and demographic history of Darjeeling. 

The first trial of the tea plant was made in 1841 with a few seeds grown in Kumaon 

from China Stoc~. It was quite successft!l in Assam. The growth and the quality of the 

plantations in Darjeeling were approved by an Assam Planter who visited the place in 

1846. The Government Report of 1860-61 furnished a vivid description of the first 

experiment of tea plantation in Dmjeeling. It reported that "The original Plants have 

assumed a gigantic size one of them being fifty feet in circumfetence and twenty feet 

high, nevertheless the elevation of the Darjeeling Station 7,000 feet seems to be too 

great for profitable planting. The frost· kills the seedlings and there is not a sufficiently 

rapid succession of leaf in the warm season to make the manufacture pay. At 7,500 feet 

the Plantation does not thrive at all. The elevations best suited for Tea are from 4,500 

feet down to 2,000 feet and for Coffee from 3,000 to I ,200 feet. It was not till 1856 that 

the tirst Plantation was started at Kursiong and another at Darjeeling by Captain Samler 

who was also the first to grow Coffee and the success in both cases appears to have 

been complete. The yield of tea to Captain Samler's Company this year will be about 

20000 I bs and the yield of Coffee about the same"4
;. Therefore, from mid 19'11 century 

tea industrY made firm establishment in the district. A number of companies came to 

establish entrepreneur in Darjeeling. W.W. Hunter observed in 70s of the nineteenth 

century that "It is conducted almost entirely by means of English capital and under 

skilled European supervision, and the cultivation of the plant is making rapid and steady 

progress every year"46
• 

According to Hunter "The largest tea concern in Darjeeling District is that of the 

'Darjeeling Tea Company Limited', which owns four gardens, established between 1860 

and 1864"47
. "In 1874 there were 129 Europeans employed as managers or assistant

managers of tea gardens in Darjeeling and under them there were I 3 73 natives in posts 

of trust or authority, it will be therefore, that within the short space of nine years 

between 1866 and 1874, the number of gardens under tea has almost exactly trebled, 

and the area under tea cultivation has increased by 82%, while th<! out turn of tea has 

multiplied itself nearly ten times"48
• Therefore it became the only staple crop that the 
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District sent to the higher markets. Darjeeling Sadar had 55 tea gardens in 1940s. The 

following Table (I'able-2.1 0) exhibits the. quantity of land taken up for the several 

Plantations in Darjeeling Territory .the extent of cultivation in each the number of 

coolies employed &etc. in the year 1861. A summary of the detailed information 

regarding all the Plantations in Darjeeling is given· in Table No-2.11. The following 

table (Table No-2.12) highlights the salient features of the tea industry in Darjee1ing. 

Table-2.10 

Expansion of plantation Industries in Darjeeling in 1861 

' 
Name of Owner or Extent of Grant in Area under Out-turn of Crop. Number of 

Grant. Acres. Cultivation. Laborers 

employed. 

lbs. 

Kursiong and 2,000 Tea .... 421 40,000 300 

Darjeeling Tea and 

Coffee Co., Limited Coffee ... 112 

Tuqvor Tea Co., 1.500 Tea .... 500 3.200 360 

Limited 
Coffee ... 20 

Hope Town Tea 1,500 500 4.800 360 

Association, Limited 

Balasun Tea Co., 1,000 130 .... 150 

Limited 

Br. Perry. Rumooto ... 25 .... 30 

Mr. Cleeve, Hope ... 25 .... 25 

Town 

llr. Taylor, Hope 300 L Town 

Coffee. 8 .... 25 
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Mr. Vaughan ... Nursery for 300 . ... 10 

acres. 

Da~jeeling Tea Co., 4,150 200 4,800 700 

Limited, Gung Park 

Ditto Ambotia 3,000 50 

l\1r. Treutter 26 9 1,600 24 

Muichee 81 8 ... 10 

Singe II 1,500 210 ... 200 

Woodropper and 100 80 2,000 50 

Ames, Kursiong 

Ditto Tuqvor ... 15 

Tarikoolla 360 200 1,000 30 

Mr. Grant 150 12 400 20 

Mr. Barnes 300 Tea, 13 ... 40 

· Coffee, 3 

Mr. Castleton 300 200 ... 100 

Dooturia 4,000 500 4,800 300 

Darjeeling Tea Co., 1,508 ... . .. 100 

Limited 

Total 21865 3251 Tea plants 42600 tea 

4303000 
' 20000 

Coffee 91800 coffee 

Source:- Annual Report on administration of the Bengal presidency, 1860/61-1935/36 p 124 
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Table-2.11 

A summary of the detailed information regarding all the Plantations in Darjeeling:-

Extent of Grant in Area under Out-turn of Number of Laborers 

Acres. Cultivation.( acres) Crop.(lbs) employed. 

• 

21,865 3.251 62,600 i2,834 

Source:- Annual Report on administration of the Bengal presidency, 1860-61, p 124 

Table-2.12 

The salient features of the tea industry in Darjeeling:-

Year No. of tea Area under tea Outturn (in lbs.) 

gardens (in acres) 

1885 175 38,499 90,90.500 

1895 186 48,692 1,17,14,500 

1905 148 50,618 1,24,47,500 

1910 148 51,281 1,41,37.500 

1915 148 45,024 2,03,03,500 

1920 148 59,356 1,58,50,500 

1925 148 59,356 1,87,32,500 

1930 148 59,356 2,08,70,500 

1935 148 59.356 2,1 0,26,000 

1940 142 63,059 2,3 7,21.500 

Source: A.J. Dash, Bengal District Gazetteer- 1947 
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Darjeeling tea with its exquisite quality and flavor was in great demand not only in 

other districts of West Bengal and in several states of North India but also in foreign 

countries and large part of production was exported to countries like U.K, West 

Germany, USSR, Irish Republic, and Iran etc. It has been given that the consumption 

of tea per head of the population in Britain rose from 2-7 lb. in 1860 .to 6-1 lb. m 

190049
• 

2.2.2 Other Minor Commercial Crops: 

Cultivation of cardamom also introduced on commercial basis. It was taken from Nepal. 

Acccrding to Waddle Indian dealers at Darjeeling conducting profitable business in 

much of the aconite of commerce that finds its way to Europe. This is largely used now 

a days by homeopath. 

Darjeeling also began to produce good quality potatoes. A large quantity was also 

imported to the other states of India. Bijanbari became the collecting centre for seed 

potatoes. The cultivators or village merchants could hoard the potatoes here to be 

purchased and transported by the wholesale merchants to their counterparts in the 

secondary markets at Darjeeling, Ghoom etc. Later these were dispersed to different 

parts of India. The Sunday market held in the upper part of the market place became 

one of the important channels of exchange. On the other days those flats were used by 

squatters at normal charge. The market was well provided with drain, water and latrine 

accommodations. The market at Jorbunglow and Ghoompahar.too were provided with 

some civic facilities50· 

2.2.3 Tourism and Transport:-

Tourism industry of Darjeeling emerged more or less at the same time with the tea 

industry. It usually conducted three types of activities such as providing food and 

lodging, transport (site seeing, etc), amusement etc. Among these, the three activities of 

food, lodging and transport were more significant in shaping the commercial history of 

Darjeeling. From its very flrst days Darjeeling attracted visitors not only from Bengal 

and India but also from different parts o( the world. One of the important objectives 
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behind the annexation of Darjeeling was to make it a sanatorium. A good number of 

people· started to come in search of health as well as to enjoy the cool climate and 

natural beauty. From the last quarter of the nineteenth century a number of indigenous 

Rajas, elite Bengalese, judges and the middle class fortune-makers began to establish 

their summer seat in Darjeeling. The Raja of Coach Behar, Burdwan etc e·stablished 

their permanent summer site here. The elites not only from Bengal but also from other 

parts of India came to visit Darjeeling. For example,_ Mohammad Ali Jinna and Rotti (a 

Parsi lady) came to visit Darjeeling separately. Both fell in love during their stay in the 

hilly resort. They got married in Darjeeling around the first decade of the twentieth 

century and their marriage registration was completed in the Anjman-i-Islamia. This 

record is still preserved in the office of Anjuman-i-lslamia. It became fashionable to the 

aristocrat people to visit the hilly resort at least once a year. It would also be proved by 
' 

the fact that in 190 I no less than 17,000 were resident in the town of Darjeeling, which 

during the summer months rose to 24000,_ owing to the influx of visitors which also 

follow the movement of the Government. Among 7000 people, 4000 might be the new 

fortune-makers and rest of it apparently would be the travellers who came to Darjeeling 

for visit. Moreover, in 1872 the town contained 3,000 inhabitants, 'which at the end of 

the next twenty years had quadrupled itself. 

Tourism industry in Darjeeling was further accelerated by the fact that it became an 

important centre for education from the last quarter of the nineteenth century. A number 

of English medium schools were founded under the supervision of the European 

missionaries. The Europeans basically sent their children to educate in their own 

European line. From the first decade of the twentieth century many indigenous people 

also sent their children in these English m~dium schools. Thereby a large number of 

people used to visit Darjeeling either for education or for travelling. 

All these accounts were indicatives of an important flourishing hotel business. As in tea 

industries, the British capitalists invested to the hotel business in Darjeeling. The first 

hotel in Darjeeling town was established by Mr. Wilson, the proprietor of the Great 

Eastern Hotel in Calcutta. The evolution of hotels in Darjeeling began in 1839 with" 

The Darjeeling Fa~ily Hotel'. It was one storied building with 12 rooms51
• The 



83 

Castelton, a large one- storied building, on Hooker Road was also built by Mr. Wilson. 

Around 1845, there were only two hotels initiated by one entrepreneur, but by the end 

of the century the number of hotels and boarding houses in Darjeeling town grew 

manyfold. Most important among them were "Woodlands, to be followed shortly by 

Drum Druid, Rockville, Bellevue. and the Central Hotel, which could accommodate 40 

boarder3 and was situated at the junction of the Post Office and Mount Pleasant Road, 

the transition eventually evolving 'Hotel Mount Everest'52 owned by Mr. A Stephen. 

Besides, a number of boarding houses also came into existence to provide service to the 

visitors. These were- Adav.illa, Alice villa, Annandale, Beachwood House (now 

Windamere), Carolive villa, El Esparanza, Fern cottage, Havelock House, La Roche, 

May cottage, Moss Bank, the: Labyrinth and Balachva hotel at Ghum. Almost all these 

hotels and boarding houses situated in Darjeeling town were owned by European 

entrepreneurs and came into existence before the 2"d decade of the 20'h century. 

Therefore, the two important characteristic features of the tourism industry in 

Darjeeling was that it was in the hands of the British capitalist class and Indian traders 

who came to Darjeeling in early decades were out of the orbit of such business arena till 

the 4'h decade of the 201h century. Consequently the larger commercial transactions were 

totally under the British control. Indigenous traders engaged themselves in petty trading 

and tc some small extent agency (locally known as dalali) before the departure of the 

colonial ruler in India. During the closing period of the colonial rule, the Marwari, some 

Nepalese and also Bengali took part in the hotel business. Some Tibetan traders also 

shared in this venture from the 2"d half of the 20'11 century. The latter greatly influenced 

the commerce and finance of Darjeeling as they in great number ·participated in the 

business of transport, hotel and restaurant. 

The transport business became flourishing along with the development of tourism 

industry in Darjeeling. A good number of people engaged themselves in providing their 

vehicles to the tourists. Here two categories of businessmen appeared. One, those who 

engaged to cover the site seeing in and around Darj eeling and other who catered 

services from the hotel to stations or Bus stands outside Da~jeeling or vice versa. Some 
' of the businessmen engaged in transport business along with their other enterprises. 

1950s onwards it became a lucrative sector that attracted most of the Nepali 
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businessmen. Before the introduction of the modern means of transportation system, 

Darjeeling had 57 carts in urban and 20 carts in rural area 12,80 pack ponies and horses. 

The motor vehicles on roads in Darjeeling town were 202 taxis and 42 buses and trucks 

in public service and about 381 private vehicles (287 cars, 34 motor cycles and 60 

lorries). All these vehicles were run on the roads before the year 1944 53 . These vehicles 

increased in number within a short time. It tripled in 1956, there being I ,811 registered 

passenger vehicles and 752 registered goods vehicles. This comparative figure reflected 

the increase of transport which again indicated a flourishing transport business. And it 

was well- established from 6'h decade of the 201h ce~tury. The census of 1911 showed 

that the population increased more than 7,580 during the month of September than the 

month of March. Therefore, hotels emerged like mushroom in Darjeeling over time with 

the capacity of providing food and lodging more than 200 visitors each. 

2.3: Foreign Trade 

The geographical location of the district led the British officials to think about the 

establishment of commercial mart in Darjeeling town from where the Trans- Himalayan 

trade would be conducted. The Government of Bengal instructed the superintendent of 

Darjeeling. to report the potentialities of the district for trans- Himalayan Trade. He was 

also requested to "prepare and submit a general report on the trade between Darjeeling, 

Sikkim, Tibet, and "the quality and value of every kind of produce imported into 

Darjeeling from those countries during 1860-61 54
. The Superintendent was further 

requested to ensure the routes by which the traders conveyed their goods. all 

impediments by which the trade may be in any way hindered and also the 'means' 

suggested for removing them55
. He was farther requested to ascertain and report the 

particulars of any trade that may now exist with Bhutan on the one hand and Nepal on 

.the other and make any suggestion for the encouragement of such trade that many occur 

to you'56
• It appeared that there were inquiries instituted on the subjee't which originated 

with information in a great measures supplied by Chebu Lama, who represented that the 

trade between India and Tibet was yearly increasing and had then assumed considerable 

proportions. 
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H.C W~e, the then Superintendent of Darjeeling fully reported on trade with Sikkim, 

T:bet, Bhutan and Nepal in details. The Deputy Commissioner confirmed that there had 

been a steady annual increase of trade both with Sikkim and Tibet during the four years 

from 1860-63 brought under notice, that with then improved relations with Sikkim, the 

great diffi~ulties to a wider expansions of traffic arose solely from imperfect 

communications in a mountainous country. Hope was expressed that the execution of 

the project of a main road from Sikkin1 to the frontiers of Tibet "in connection with a 

railway from Calcutta, would no longer be debated. It was represented that a 

considerable portion of the China trade would with the completion of such a road, be 

. dive11ed from other and more circuitous routes, and would result in making Darjeeling 

with its fine climate an imp011ant mercantile centre"57 in this aibresaid letter the 

superintendent gave a detailed account of the commodities imported tl·om Sikkim and 

Tibet and value of every kind of export and import goods. He reported that "horse, 

cattle including sheep and goats, blankets, salt, musk, wax, ghee, oranges, millet, ric(,!, 

lime and copper" etc were imported from Sikkim and export to Sikkim included 

"English cloth, metal utensils, tobacco and coral. The balance of trade was in favour of 

India. It was estimated Rs. 89,535 out of which Rs. 19,450 was return to Sikkim in the 

shape of goods in a year. 

The merchandise imported from Tibet were. horses, blankets. tea, turquoise, wool, 

musk, ox- tails, musical instruments, and shoes" The items exp011ed to Tibet were 

Tobacco, indigo, kutch". The total price of goods sold amounted to Rs. 64,005, out of 

this amount Rs: 43,700 was spent in Darjeeling for the purchase of goods for export. 

The balance of Rs. 20,305 was taken away in cash;8
• 

In his report the superintendent stated that the trade with Nepal was not profitable as it 

did not increase and there were ce11ain uncertainties.· Only imports of cattle and blanket 

had increased in these three years from I 861-63, the import of .1863 amounted Rs. 

25.140 against Rs. 23,040 in 1860. The total realize in three years amounted to Rs. 

96,960 out of which only 4000 were spent in the purches of Chintz and cotton goods. 

Export of cattle and iron from Nepal was prohibited. They were smuggled secretly. The 

subsequent years saw the steady increase of trade. 
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It was written in the aforesaid report that the trade with Bhutan was small and 

insignificant. Bhutan o~ly exported muscle. From I 86 I -63 the total value of this article 

was Rs. I 7,00 and exchanged goods valued Rs. 4200. Trade with Sikkim was conducted 

through four routes; two via Namchee and Chadani to the Great Rangit, and two via 

Zeeme to Gok and Tramduc to Col bong. 

The Tibetan merchants entered Darjeeling by routes starting from Chola, Yekla, Nathy, 

Cumra and Dangas. All these met in Sikkim through which they entered Darjeeling via 

Gangtok and Dikeeling. The Nepalese traders reached Darjeeling by three routes: (I) 

via Elamghuree ·in Nepal crossing the Mechi to Nagri, (2) via Mayoong in Nepal to 

Goong, and (3) via Toongloong and Fulaloong in Nepal to Samabjong near Gok. There 

were two roads by which Bhutan trade entered Darjeeling: (I) via Shougney and Jugsa 

to Dalimkot, then crossing the Sumlienghat to Pashok, and (2) from Paro passing the 

frontier of Tibet and Bhutan by Chumbi and Rinchingong in Tibet, then via the Chula 

Yeklah and Nathey passes in Sikkim to the Great Rangit. , 

The superintendent made some important points regarding "difficulties of travel in 

mountainous and sparsely populated countries" and added that the uncertainly of 

markets" was another important problem. Open competition was restricted. Therefore, 

he suggested the holding of an annual fair in Darjeeling. This report had great influence 

on the Bengal Government which took a number of steps to accelerate trade especially 

with Sikkim and Tibet. The Deputy Commissioner was instructed to build up an 

establishment of Sarai and Bazar, on the Lebong spur. The Government further 

instructed that the road to the Great Rungeet must be kept up in good repair. .. you 

would also call upon the Maharaja of Si.kkim, through the Dewan Cheebo Lama. to see 

that the road made to the Teesta by the British Force in Sikkim in 1861 is kept in good 

repair ... you should give every information in your power to those likely to engage in 

the trade regarding the articles chiefly in demand by the Tibetans, the prices they can 

afford to give and the season fot· the opening of the trade59
. 

To promote the trans-frontier trade, the Government established outposts for t·egistering 

the frontier traffic around the mid nineteenth century. At that time they were numbered 
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three viz Pedong and Rangit (for Sikkim and Tibet trade) and Labah (for Bhutan 

traffic). The subsequent period saw the emergence of a number of outposts in 

Darjeeling District. From the last quarter of the nineteenth century simple registering 

system was introduced in these outposts. The nature of exchange of the outposts would 

be necessarily discussed here. In 1908 F.B.B. Birt, the then I.C.S officer gave a vivid 

description of the nature of exchange and working of the outposts in and around Sadar 

Sub-Division with detailed accounts of the imports and exports between those countries 

and Darjeeling. These outposts played a significant role not only in shaping the local 

tra.de, but aiso influenced the international trade. 

The system of traffic registration in Darjeeling was an extremely simple one. In the first 

decade of the twentieth century there were forty trade stations, spread along the entire 

length of that portion of the frontier which merged with Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan and 

east for the purpose of registering the traffic that passed to and from between those 

countries and British territory. Of these forty outposts, there were eight out stations in 

and around the Sadar. The trade stations in Darjeeling were located on all the main 

routes that crossed Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan frontiers, A muharrir. assisted in some 

cases by a literate peon, was 'placed in charge of each station. Four books were supplied 

to him, two daily registers and two daily Ledgers. Of the first two, one was for imports 

and the other for exports. It was his duty to register all traffic as it entered or left British 

territory along his own particular route or in the immediate vicinity. He was instructed 

to register the weight, value, or number of the articles in English and Hindi. The traffic 

muharrir had no authority to open out or inspect the goods that passed by. In such 

cases he was allowed either to rely on the statement of the person in charge or on the 

evidence of his own eyesight. No toll was levied on any article either of export or 

import. At the end of each day, the muharir entered in his daily Ledgers the contents of 

his registers. consignments of the same description being brought together under one 

head and finally totaled at the end of the month. The -monthly statement, that the muarir 

had to submit was expected to show the total value, weight or number of each separate 

item of import or export. The monthly statement was then forwarded to the Sub

Divisional officer or the District Magistrate in whos.e immediate jurisdiction his o~fice 

lie. The District Magistrate in his turn forwarded it in its original form to the Director 
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General of commercial intelligence. Annual statements were also submitted by the 

muharir but these were for the information of the District Magistrate only in the 

preparation of his annual District trade returns, and not forwarded to the Director

general of commercial intelligence60
. In this way the traffic registration system evolved 

in these outposts under the British rule in late nineteenth century. 

There are ample sources available on the Trans-frontier trade of Bengal. We have 

incorporated few years' statistics to show the chimging nature of the foreign trade 

conducting in and around the Sadar. Along with this a brief description of these 

impm'tant outposts which were significant for the Sadar Sub-division are as follows:-

2.3.i: Trade with Nepal 

Trade with Nepal was one important constituent of foreign trade of Darjeeling. In early 

eighties of the nineteenth century frontier trade with Nepal was registered at Naksalbari, 

Ghum and Kanjilia and Sukhiapukhori. The imports consisted chiefly of cattle, gram 

and pulses, rice and other rain crops, ghi (clarified butter), saltpeter, mustard seed and 

linseed while exports included cattle, raw cotton, piece-goods (European and Indian). 

brass, copper, iron salt, sugar, spices and wool (manufactured). In the first decade of the 

nineteenth century, Sukhiapokhri and Kanjilia were the registering stations for goods 

imported from or export_ed to that country, the articles of trade remaining almost the 

same61
• In 1921-1922 the value of imports at Pulbazar and Rangit was Rs. 63.62 lakhs 

and l'Onsisted chiefly of animals worth Rs. 27.80 lakhs. fruits, vegetables and nuts Rs. 

27.41 lakhs, ghi Rs. l.19 lakhs and grains and pulses Rs. 0.75 lakhs. Exports. valued at 

Rs. 4.55 lakhs, consisted chiefly of cotton manufactures Rs. 2.11 lakhs. riceRs. 0.07 

lakhs grains and pulses Rs. 0.5 lakhs, metals and manufactures thereof Rs. 0.45 lakhs, 

petroleum Rs. 0.3 lakhs and salt Rs. 0.42 lakhs62
• Writing in 1947. Dash reported that 

Pulbazar-Bijanbari handled exports of rice, mustard oil, cloth, salt pulses, kerosene oil, 

copper and brass-sheets, cotton yarn, bar iron, wheat products and sugar etc, which 

were valued at Rs. 3.15 lakhs a year63
• The imports were potatoes, cardamoms, chirata, 

majinth, ghi and butter, vegetables, poultry and eggs, slaughter animals, maize, millet 

bristles and black dal (pulses). The commodities passing through Sukhiapokhri were 
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similar in description and their export accounted for Rs. 7 lakhs annually. The annual 

import of potatoes along this route was about 24 thousand quintals. The main export 

commadities passing through Naksalbari and Adhikari were cotton cloth, salt, copper 

and brass-sheets, cotton yarn, bar iron, kerosene oil and sugar of ~n estimated annual 

value of Rs. 2,35 lakhs. Annual imports were about 38 thousand quintals of rice. 

mustard oil of the value of Rs. 25,000 and small quantities of maize and potatoes, 

Galgalia handled practically all the imports of rice and paddy from Nepa164
. All these 

outposts shut down over time located in the Sub-Division, except Sukhiapokhori. 

Sukhiapukhori:-

The office was formerly situated at Simana Basti right on the frontier, some three miles 

away from Sukhia. In I 881 it was transferred to Jorpokri, and finally in 1889 to its 

present site at Sukhia, which emerged as the most convenient one. According to Birt . 

the building of the registering office was in a very poor condition. Traffic muharir 

Dhaniwanta Singh was appoi'nted to this office as early as November 1877. There were 

two small rooms one of which the muhurir used as his bedroom & the other as his 

kitchen. The inspection officer had to stand outside to examine his book, there being no 

' place which could be regarded in any way as an office. There was no peon at that time. 

The traffic muharrir got only Rs.l5 a month65
• 

The exports and imports here were considerable. This was the chief registering station 

for Nepal trade in the Darjeeling District and a considerable amount of traffic was met 

with on this route which crossed the frontier at Simana Basti. The chief imports were 

fowls which were brought across in very large numbers potatoes. bhutta, mats, wool, 

yak's tail, hides & butter. The chief exports were European piece- goods & cash. both of 

which showed very large increase during the year 1906-07, gold iron, Indian piece 

goods & kerosene oi166
• The figures are as follows:-
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Table-2.13 

Imports from Nepal to Darjeeling 

Years 1905-06 1906-07 

Description of goods Mds. Mds. 

Fowl 198550 240290 

Hides 30039 30576 

Sheep & goats 20057 19924 

Potato 34116 45648 

Blanket 26960 24232 

Piece goods 18540 19748 

Source: Report on the trade frontiers station in Bengal- by BB Birt, 1908, pp I 0. 

Table-2.14 

Exports from Darjeeling to N~pal 

Description of Goods Rs. Rs. 

European piece goods 2,56.250 2,81,600 

Indian piece goods 17139 19917 

European thread 3071 3478 

Iron 913 257 

Kerosene o i I 785 855 
-

Spices 386 633 

Source: Report on the trade frontie1·s station in Bengal- by B.B Bht, 1908, pp. I 0. 
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Kaijalia (Pul Bazar) 

It was a flourishing mart. Trade passed through it both from Sikkim and Nepal. The 

correct name for this office would be PulBazaar where it was situated. Formerly, the 

office was at Kaijalia. As the name implied, this station was situated close to a 

suspension bridge, which spanned the little Rangit River. Mr. Birt, the inspecting officer 

of these stations reported in 1908 that it was a flourishing mart and trade passed through 

to command both the routes that approached Pu!Bazaar from different directions. On 

haat days there was a crowd of traders from both directions and it was an impossible 

task for one man to register the traffic from both sides. The exports and impmts for 

which as annual.figures wen; available. were of the same nature as those at Rangit. 

2.3.2: Trade with Sikkim 

'rrade with Sikkim via Darjeeling slatted from the early nineteenth century. In 1880-81, 

trade with Sikkim was registered at Pedong and Rangit. Imports co~sisting chiefly of 

·horses, other cattle, food-grains, brass-ware, ghee, salt etc. and exports of cattle, 

European piece-goods, brass and copper; salt and tobacco etc. were valued at a total of 

Rs. 1.68 lakhs and Rs. 0.81 lakhs respectively. In 1900-01 the value of imports 

consisting of sheep, goats, other animals. fruits, vegetables, nuts, grain and pulse, ghee, 

spices etc. was estimated at Rs. 4.21 lakhs and exports of piece-goods (European and 

Indian). rice and salt at Rs. 2.46 lakhs67
• In 1921-22 Pulbazar, Singla, Rangit, 15111-mile 

Rangit, Mullighat, Pedong and Lava served as the registering stations for commodities 

exported to or imported from Sikkim when the value of both exports and imports rose 

considerably. On the import side the largest single item falling under the head fruits, 

vegetables and nuts accounted for Rs. 49.83 lakhs followed by animals, Rs. 6.83 lakhs, 

spices Rs.5.35 lakhs, grains and pulses Rs. 3.69 lakhs and ghee Rs. 0.67 lakhs making 

for a total of Rs. 63.59 lakhs including other miscellaneous commodities. The principal 

articles of export were cotton manufacture_s, grain and pulse, metals and manufactures 

thereof, which made up a total of Rs. 13.13 lakhs during the same year6s. As noticed by 

Dash in 194 7, the commodities imported from Sikkim consisted chiefly of oranges and 

cardamoms. apples, vegetables, sheep and goats. A small quantity .of musk was also 
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imported. In 1943-44, the Sikkim Darbar, controlling all the oranges produced in the 

State, exported Sikkim oranges required for the army to the value of Rs. I 0 lakhs and 

for civilian consumption to the value of Rs. 5 lakhs. Sikkim cardamoms were generally 

of better quality than those of Darjeeling District. Sikkim output passing through 

Kalinwong Subdivision was estimated to be 25.000 maunds (9,328 quintals) annually. 

The Sikkim bazaars at Rangpo; Rhenok, Rangli. Namchi and Soren used to get their 

supplies from Kalimpong. An area of Sikkim near Tista Bazar depended entirely on that 

bazaar for its supplies of food and other commodities. Since 1942, supplies were 

interrupted and these parts of Sikkim started to contact with suppliers at Calcutta and 

elsewhere. Only about two to three per cent of Kalimrong's trans-frontier trade was 

with Sikkim. 

Singla 

The trade passing through the Singla Bazar was mainly trans-frontier trade with Sikkim, 

local trade being small. Exports were rice, mustard oil, cloth, salt, pulses, kerosene oil, 

copper and brass sheets, cotton yarn, bar iron, wheat products and sugar of a total 

annual value of Rs. 75,000. Imports from Sikkim were fruit, potatoes, cardamoms, 

chi rata, ghee, maize, millet and black dal. 

The traffic office at Singla was situated on the Little Rangit River about five miles west 

of the Rangit (Manjhitar) office, and a mile east of a bridge over the Ramman River 

which there joined the Rangit. It was well placed since 1902 on the bank of the river 

beside the road and facing the open space, where the haat was held .. ! t was reported that 

"the building itself was adequate, but without a sign-board and furniture in the way of 

chair and table"69• 

Between this station and the next to the west at PuiBazaar was a place called Gok, four 

miles away from Pulbazaar through which much traffic passed unregistered." A road 

coming from Nepal running through the south ·west comer of Sikkim crosses the British 

frontier and runs via Gok (four miles away) straight to Darjeeling the whole of the 

traffic which passes along it escaping registration"10
. The import here was practically of 
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the same nature as that at Rangit. This bazaar has lost its former importance and most of 

its trade that transacted here was shifted to Nayanbazar in Sikkim in recent times71 . 

Table-2.15 

Imports from Sikkim to Darjeeling: 

Description of goods 1904-05 1905-06 

Mds Mds 

Bhutta and other food grain 142253 13816 

Grain and pulse 2800 4229 

Coal and coke 2242 2955 

Rice 350 618 

Ghee 70 156 

Cotton piece goods (Indian) 18 . 

Source:- Proceedings of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Frontier Stations in 

Bengal by F.B Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February !908 pl-16 
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Table-2.16 

Export from Darjeeling to Sikkim: 

Description of goods 1904-05 1905-06 

Mds Mds 

Salt 581 687 

Tobacco (Manufactured) 349 298 

Kerosene oil 257 379 

Unrefined sugar 254 99 

Cotton piece (Indian) 52 23 

--
Tea (Indian) 7 -

Source:- Proceedings of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Frontier Stations in 

Bengal by F.B Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February 1908 pl-16 

Rangit (Manjhitar) 

This office was situated on the Sikkim border, bank of the Rangit river close to a 

suspension bridge about ten miles below Darjeeling. From here one road ran east to 

Namthong and another to Nepal, both led to Gangtok while on the British side traffic 

passed to Darjeeling and by the Teesta road to Siliguri. The trade here was not as 

considerable as anticipated. The chief imports were timber, bhutta, hides, sheep, goats 

and mats. the first two showing a large increase in 1906- 07 on the figures of the 

previous year. The chief exports are European and Indian piece- goods, salt. 

manufactured goods, mustard oil, kerosene oil, sugar and dry fish. ·The chief exports 

and imports:-
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Table-2.17 

Imports from Sikkim to Darjeeling: 

Darjeeling goods 1904-05 1905-06 

' 

Mds Mds 

Bhutta and other food grain 21,328 21,706 

Grain and pulse 7,603 4,184 

Coal and coke 50 41 

Source :-Proceedmgs of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Frontier Stations in 

Bengal by F.B Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February 1908 pl-16 

Table-2.18 

Exports from Darjeeling to Sikkim: 

Darjeeling goods 1904-05 1905-06 

Mds Mds 

Rice 5,238 5,138 

Salt 2345 3,553 

Kerosene oil 1.597 2,17Q 

Refined sugar 656 697 

Tobacco (manufactured) 507 528 

Unrefined sugar 479 898 

Source: Proceedings of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Frontier Stations in 

Bengal by F.B Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February 1908, pxii 
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15 111 Mile Rangit 

This office was on the left bank of the Rangit, about two miles above its junction with 

the Teesta. A suspension bridge crossed the Rangit here at the IS'" Mile from 

Darjeeling, hence the office was known as the IS'" Mile Rangit office. It was another 

separate outpost from the other Rangit or Manjhitar office higher up river. The office, 

though not far from the bridge, might with advantage be placed actually at the bridge 

itself. It was placed perforce on the Sikkim side as there was no room across the river, 

the road being a narrow one at the foot of the hills. The figures are:-

Table-2.19 

Value and volume of imports from Sikkim to Darjeeling: 

Description of goods 1905-06 1906-07 

. 
Mds Mds 

Maize and other food' grain 26,080 -

Grain and pulse 276 -

Ghee 217 20 

Articles in number other than those specified in the statement 6243 -

Articles in value other than those specitied ·in the statement Rs. I ,256 -

Cotton piece- goods (Indian) Rs. 570 -

Scurce: Proceedings of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Prorltier Stations in 

Bengal by F.B Badley Bir1, Calcutta, 26, Febnrary 1908, p xii 
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T~ble-2.20 

Vahle and volume of exports from Darjeeling to Sikkim: 

Description of goods 1905'06 1906-07 

Rs. Rs. 

Cotton piece- goods (Indian) 4,575 Nill 

Articles in value other than those specified in the statement 2,151 Nill 

Tea (Indian) 4141 Nill 

Gunny bags 2,026 Nill· 

Articles in number other than those specified in the statement 1,882 Nill 

Rice 989 30 

(Mds) (Mds) 

Source: Proceedings of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Frontier Stations in 

Bengal by F.B Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February, 1908, xii 

Mullighat 

The rrade station was situated on the left bank of the Teesta River where it was spanned 

by a suspension bridge about two miles above its junction with the Rangit. It was one of 

the main routes to Gangtok and the Nathula pass into Tibet on the one side and to 

Da~jeeling and Siliguri on the other. Mr. Birt pointed that "A considerable amount of 

traffic passes along this road and shows every sign of increasing in extent in the near 

future. The position of the office is excellent though the office itself is not in good 

repair and should be furnished with a new Sign-board. The exports along this route 

show a considerable variety, comprising rice, wheat, bhutta, Indian black tea, unrefined 

sugar, tobacco, cotton piece goods, cotton twist, ·slippers, salt, kerosene oil, and 

miscellaneous goods. The imports·comprise chiefly gram and pulse, gunny bags, coal, 

coke, and wool" 72 • 
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Table-2.21 

Value and volume of imports from Sikkim and Tibet to Darjeeling: 

Description of goods 1904·05 1905·06 1906-07 

' Mds Mds Mds 

Bhutta and other food grain 3,626 21,525 28,885 

Grain and pulse 1.399 1,809 2,027 

No. No. NO. 

Articles in number other than those 1,785 4,546 6359 

specified in the statement 

Articles in value other than those Rs. 595 Rs. 8,737 Rs. 10.969 

specified in the statement 

Source: Proceedings of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Frontier Stations in 

Bengal by F.B Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February 1908, xiii 
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Table-2.22 

Value and volume of exports from Darjeeling to Sikkim and Tibet: 

Description of goods 1904-05 1905-06 . 1906-07 

Rs Rs Rs 

Cotton piece good (Indian) 14,840 5~,450 67,117 

Mds Mds Mds 

Rice 13,987 18,773 9,317 

Bhutta and other food grains 4,623 5,625 5,P.96 

Salt 2,782 4,506 6,442 

Refined Sugar 1,402 871 1,716 

Tobacco (manutactures) 842 546 1,464 

Source: Proceedings of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Frontier Stations in 

Bengal by F.B Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February 1908,xiii · 

2-3.3: Trade with Bhutan 

The Bhutan frontier marches with the Kalimpong Sub-Division, hence a very little trade 

reached Sadar Sub-Division. Therefore, the trade with Bhutan was not only small in 

volume but also insignificant in the case of Sadar Sub-Division "Only two or three 

percent of Kalimpong's trans-frontier trade is with Bhutan" 73
. 

2.3.4: Trade with Tibet 

Even prior to the annexation of Darjeeling the British had turned their attention towards 

the entrepot trade between Tibet and British possession Bengal. For this purpose they 

had sent several trade missions in these Himalayan zones, first being that of Bogle of 

1774. These missions (mentioned earlier) revealed that the Tibetans paid gold for 

commodities from Bengal, such as rice, cottons, tobacco, and coral that were shipped 
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through the Kathmandu Valley and some less significant trade routes in the east. Tibet, 

in turn, acted as conduit for Chinese silks and teas as well as a source for valuable shawl 

wool, dyestuffs, and medicinal plants .. More to the point, however, the British saw the 

control of trans-Himalayan trade as a means of gaining access to untapped markets in 

the north. Hard-pressed to meet their commitment to unload British broadcloth in India, 

the Company's directors suffered substantial losses in having to pay silver bullion for 

Indian cottons, gauzes, and silks which they exported to England. In this era,(l770s) 

when the overseas trade with China had not yet developed, Hastings saw great 

opportunity in introducing British goods into China via Tibet74
. Therefore, the Tibet 

trade appeared more lucrative than the other Himalayan countries. 

A very little volume of trade reached into the Sadar Sub-Division. Around the last 

quarter of the nineteenth century the Tibetan traders were found in the Sunday market in 

Darjt:eling. According to a contemporary description "As Thibetan may often be seen in 

Darjeeling during the cold weather, short description of them may be of interest. In a 

mixed crowd in the bazaar of a Sunday, if you pick.out the very dirtiest man or woman 

you can find, be sure he or she is a Tibetan trader; these people cross the snowy range 

annually about November bringing with them rock salt, yaktails, sometimes, gold dust. 

musk, and other commodities of various kinds, besides, sheep, goats in large flocks. 

These they sell and return laden with tobacco, broad- cloth, piece- goods. and other 

commodities, in February. March. During their stay in Darjeeling they live in small 

light tents which they bring with them. Their favorite encamping ground is the Lebong 

Spur "75
• 

In course of October to December 1873 J. Ware Edgar ,deputy Commissioner of 

Darjeeling had visited the Sikkim and Tibetan frontier to explore the trade prospects 

with Tibet. In his report he had mentioned some commercial transactions between 

Datjeeling and Tibet and pointed out that it had great possibilities if roads and bridges 

over Teesta river were properly constructed. From his report, however, it is not very 

clear whether· the people who traded were actually Tibetans or ·people living in the 

border areas of Sikkim. In any case it was clear that these people had access to Phari in 

Chumbi valley and they had already started exploring the possibilities of trade with 
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Darjeeling. On 28111 October 1873 Edgar also met some traders who were on their way 

to Darjeeling where they wanted to exchange coarse blanket for tobacco. At Keu Laka 

he met a family of herds-men from whom he learnt that they had supplied butter and 

cream cheese to the markets of Darjeeling and Lhasa. These markets were mainly 

dependent for beef, butter and cheese of the herds of cow of the Phari valley. It was not 

uncommon for a family in this area to keep a flock of four or five thousand sheep. In 

one particular instance , he mentioned a man with his wife who came up with from 

Gangtok 'with murwa of their own growing valued at rupees six only which they were 
I 

taking to Chumbi for sale. They said they meant to take the proceeds to Phari where 
' 

they would buy salt which they would bring to Darjeeling, where they might probably 

lay out the proceeds of its sale in an investment for the Tiber market, if they found time 

to do so before next years sowing season' 76 He further added that during his stay in East 

Sikkim he 'regularly met people either coming from or on ·their way to Darjeeling with 

goods, the value of which at first sight seemed quite disproportionate to the labour that 

had to be undergone in taking them to market, but I have no doubt they find the traffic 

pays them. These merwa sellers expected to get six rupees for their merwa at Choombi, 

and with this sum to be able to buy at Phari four maunds of salt, which they could sell in 

Darjeeling for Rs 32, while the value of their merwa at Guntock was only was Rs 4-8' 77
• 

After the annexation of Kalimpong \n I 865, the Tibet trade passed through Kalimpong 

via Sikkim. Therefore the importance of Darjeeling for Tibetan trade was reduced. On 

the whole, the trade from Tibet to the Darjeeling District passed through two routs "one 

route leave Tibet for Sikkim via the Jalap La, enters the District north of Pedong and 

passes through Kalimpong. The other route enters Sikkim by the ~athu La and passes 

through Gangtok" .In 1962 all the outposts dealt Indo-Tibet were shut down. 

Pedong · 

The traffic was quite one of the best along the frontier. Located in the Kalimpong Sub

Division, it was integrated with the commercial network in which all the out stations 

were . closely inter-connected. During the time of inspection of B. B. Birt it was 

combined with the post oftice. The building was a large well built pucka one by the side 



103 

of the road. Yet the duties of the post master here were extremely light. The office could 

not be in a more suitable position. And there was a single barred gate which was closed 

at night so that no traffic could pass without pe~mission. 

There was a considerable amount of traffic here and a very large portion of it comprised 

of that from Tibet, which had been registered earlier at Chumbi. The latter registering 

station, however, was some five days away, and the greater part of the trade from south

east Sikkim, was also registered at Pedong. The chief imports here were raw and 

manufactured wool, brick tea, silk- piece- goods, gram and bhutta the chief export being 

·European and Indian piece- goods, manufactured wool, sugar, tobacco, gunny bags, 

gram and tea. Certain articles figured both among the imports and exports. Tea for 

exampie was both imported and exported, the value of the import increasing in 1906-07 

as compared with 1905-06 by Rs. 640, while the value of that exported decreased by Rs. 

233. It was .interesting to note that the value of the manufactured wool imported 

increased by Rs. 9295, while the value ofthat exported decreased by Rs. 141278
. 

Lab a 

The traffic office at Laba was at t)1e farthest east of all the trade stations along the 

Bengal frontier. It was situated some five miles from the Sikkim frontier and about an 

equal distance from the Bhutan frontier. Traffic from both the countries passed along 

the route branching off in a westerly direction towards Kalimpong, Darjeeling and 

Siliguri and in a southerly direction towards the plains of eastern Bengal. The trade 

from Bhutan entered Bengal. Proper trade was apparently insignificant. the majority of 

it passing direct to the south and· entering British-territory in eastern Bengal. Neither 

was the trade from Sikkim of great importance, the main route from this corner of 

Sikkim being though Ari and Pedong. During the first decade of the twentieth century, 

it was reported that the outpost was situated in the best position available. Though there 

were paths through the forest to the west along which a certain amount of traffic 

apparently passed and which was difficult to register. The chief imports from Sikkim 

and Bhutan were hides, butter, wax, goats; and ponies, the chief exports were tea. rice, 

flour, gram tobacco, kerosene oil. mustard oil, salt, spices and Indian piece- goods. 
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The office itself was a good one and stood on the main road and was distinguished by a 

sign-board. The pay of the muharrir here was Rs. 25 rising by annual increments of Rs. 

20 to 5079
• The figures for the six chief imports and exports were:-

Table-2.23 

Value and volume of imports from Tibet to Darjeeling: 

Darjeeling 1904-05 1905-06 1906·07 

Rs Rs Rs 

Silk piece good 1607 4,808 Nill 

Wool (manufacture) Nill 600 70 

Mds Mds Mds 

Grain and pulse 2473 2,042 630 

Bhutta a other food grain 573 274 278 

Ghee 254 297 46 

Source: Proceedings of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Frontier Stations in 

Bengal by F.B Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February 1908,xiii 
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Table-2.24 

Value and volume of exports from D~rjeeling to Tibet: 

Darjeeling 1904-05 1905-06 1906-07 

' 
Rs Rs Rs 

Silk piece-goods 11,619 25,250 530 

Tea (Indian) 8341 10,692 3,370 

··-
Cotton piece 585 Ni11. 1,119 

Mds Mds Mds 

Salt 2253 2071 327 

Rice 2,016 2009 346 

Kerosene oil 899 703 56 

Source: Proceedings of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Frontier Stations in 

Bengal by F.B Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February 1908,x[ii 

Conclusion:-

The Administration of these markets was looked after from the District head-quarters in 

Darjeeling Town. Most of these markets remained under control of the Darjeeling 

Improvement Fund throughout the colonial period. The sting of administrative head

quarters in towns and other large settlements reflected the ambition of the colonial state 

to pr.:vent competing centers of powers from flourishing in the internal and external 

trade nodes. Government's goal was partly to safeguard its share of the revenue and 

availability of labourers in the tea plantation which facilitated by growing 'residents in 

the main centre of commerce, and partly to preserve law and order. They made it free 

from any anti- British wave, which surged through from the 20111 century onwards. But 

the control of network of the colonial ruler concentrated sharply in the Datjeeling Town 

and especially in the tea industries and to some small extent, hotel and timber business. 
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The haats and local markets and their hinterland were largely beyond the pale of direct 

colonial control. 

Darjeeling was under total control of the British. Almost all the large scale industries 

(tea and tourism) and enterprises were started by the British Business Communities. 

The economic prosperity of Darjeeling largely depended on the tea plantation and trade 

with the trans- Himalaya countries. But in course of time tourism industries added an 

important economic dimension and catered to great shares of income to the economic 

history of Daljeeling. The British authority almost successfully made a close 

commercial connection with that of the countries across the Himalayas. They 

established a number of out posts along with the trans-frontier border. The trade with 
. . 

these countries faced lot of difficulties in the beginning, though the Government 

successfully overcame these problems. They ·established close- commercial inter~ourse 

with Tibet, Sikkim and Nepal. During the closing period :.of the colonial rule the trans

Himalayan trade lost its earlier prosperity. There were a number .of causes for the 

decline of the commercial prosperity after the departure of the British. (I) The Indo

China war in 1962 shut down the Indo-Tibet trade. It influenced the commercial inter

course in two ways: (a) A number of trans- frontier outposts shut- ·down and a good 

number of business communities lost their direct lively hood and, (b) The arrival of the 

Tibetan refugees engulfed the economic strength of Darjeeling. The arrival of the 

Tibetan community created a kind of extra-pressure on the economy of Darjeeling in 

many ways. They started commercial competition with the existing age - old business 

communities. The old Tibetan settlers were categorized as Schedule Tribe by the 

Government of India which provided extra advantage to enter the government jobs. All 

these advantages resulted in the economic as well as social tensions in Darjeeling. 

Neither the Nepalese nor the Marwari took it easy for their economic survivals. They 

are treated as arch- rivals in the commercial venture of Darjeeling. (2) Lack of proper 

modern means of communications, (3) physical features (4) lack of open competition 

(5) limited local demands (6) scarceness of density. Moreover, after the departure of the 

colonial authority, the business magnets of European communities also withdrew from 

Darjeeling. As a result there was a kind of vacuum which was not immediately filled up 

by the indigenous business communities. 
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The local business chiefly concentrated on the collection and distribution of the 

consumer products. As. Darjeeling is the producer of only cash- crops including tea and 

to some extent cinchona, orange cardamom and ginger. Therefore, the non- cash crop 

essentials were imported from the other sides of West Bengal or India. Darjeeling Sadar 

is neither an agricultural zone nor a highly industrialized- area. Import and export 

chiefly consisted of general daily essentials, light industrial goods, and clothes etc. In 

course of time, the replacement of trade- routes also reduced the importance of 

Darjeeling as only the chief trade centre of North Bengal. The drastic emergence of 

Siliguri overshadowed the prosperity of Darjeeling in three ways- first, the traffic 

particularly that conveyed by rails and roads which converged on Si1iguri en route to its 

hinterland or other areas. Second, it had easy - smooth access to store merchandise 

without much more time and third, direct communication network with Calcutta, the 

chief trade centre of Bengal. : 

Oarjeeling's status as 'summer capital' of colonial India declined after the transfer of 

capital from Ca,lcutta to· Delhi and subsequently Simla became the summer capital of 

the British government. Therefore, the importance of Darjeeling declined gradually 

from 1912 onwards and it culminated in the closing era of the British rules in India. It 

also lost its earlier significance as an important international trade mart. As Sikkim 

merged into the Indian confederacy in 1975 the Sikkim trade 'via Sadar lost it 

interna~ional character. Moreover, Singla bazaar declined in the last quarter of the 

twentieth century onwards. Among all these outposts. only Sukhiapokhori survives 

today for Nepal trade. Indo-China war of 1962 shut down all the outposts that dealt 'with 

the Indo-Tibetan trade. Therefore, the commerce of Da~jeeling reduced to mere local 

business i.e. collection and distribution of commodities. Datjeeling stands as an 

important tourists resort and tea producing zone. 



108 

Reference 

1 Jack D. lves and Messerli, the Himalayan Dilemma- Reconciling Developm~nl and Conversation, 

1989, p.23. 

'.Francis E. Younghusband,lndia and Tibet, 1910, 

'· Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, Official Website hh/tt/p.dhr. November, 2012 

', A.J Dash, Gaze/leer of Darjeeling District, Bengal, 1947, p. 42. 

' .Personal Survey. 

6 • Herbert M. Ede~. "Market as Mirrors," in Markets in Oaxaca, ed. Scott Cook and Martin Diskin. 1976, 

p. 76. 

7 
• Anand A. Yang, Bazaar India: Markets, Society. and the Colonial State in Bihar 1999, pp.16-17. 

' Leshe J.King, Central Place Theory, 1984. 

9 G. William Skinner, "Marketing and Social Structure in Rural China" JAS 24( 1964-65) pp.3-43,195-

228,365-399. ·. 

'" . Consultations, Fort William, 3"' April, 1839, No: 131. 

II. Ibid, 

". Bengal Harkaru, 22'' January 1839. 

" . W. W Hunter- A Statistical account of Bengal. Darjee/ing, District of Jalpaiguri. State afCoch 

Behar vol I 0, 1876, p.l 06. 

" . Foreign political 'C' January II'". 1841, No- 84, 87: From superintendent's office, Darjeeling January 

22"', 1841 to I. H Maddock, Secretary to the Government of India, Fort William No-3. 

".Selection from the Records on the Bengal Government N: xvii.'Report on Darjeeling by W.B Jackson 

E.S.C.S, Judge of the Sadar court 1854. 

16 • Judicial Department No- 24, 1867. From Captain B.W. Mortion, Deputy commissioner Darjeeling to 

Lt. Colonel J.L Haughton, Commissioner of Coach Behar, No- 452 m January 16'" 1867. 

".Foundation year has been hanged on the wall of the slaughter house: Darjeeling bazaar, it is my own 

survey record, Feb to March, 20 II. 

" . W. W Hunter- op cit. pp.l 06. 



109 

19 
• W.B. Jackson, Selections from the Records of the Bengal Government -Report on Da~jee/ing, Calcutta 

1854. 

20
• "Darjeeling"- The Calcutta Review, Vol. 28, 1857 p57. 

21 
• 0' Brien. R.D- Darjeeling, the Sanatorium of Bengal and ils Surroundings, 1883 p. 36. 

" . Ibid. p.21. 

".ibid. pp. 36-37. 

24 
• E.C. Dozey, A concise History ofDatjeeling since 1835, 1922, p.55. 

" . Interview with Pervez Mullick. Darjeeling Mall. 

26 • Interview with Abdul Majeed, Chawk bazaar. Darjeeling. 

". L.A. Waddell,- Among 1he Himalayas, 2"' ed. (London constable) 1900, p.45. ' 

" .E. C. Dazey, op cit. p. 90. 

29
• Ibid. 

30
• Ibid .. p. 231. 

'I . Ibid. p. 62. 

4. L.A Wad ell op cit., p.325. 

". Jahar Sen, Darjeeling: A Favoured Re1reat, 1989, p.42. 

33 .A.J. Dash,op cit. p. 62 . 

" , E.C Dozey, op cit, p. 220. 

15 • . 
· , A.J. Dash, op Cit. p.l95. 

-''., A.K. Banerji and others, West Bengal District Gazeueers, Dwjeeling, 1980, p.279. 

-'' . Census of ibdai, 1951 p. xei. 

" . Interview with Abdul Majeed, Chawk bazaar, Darjeeling. 

39 • Interview with Jamshed Ansari, Chawk bazaar, Darjeeling. 

'".A. K. Banerjee, op.cit. p.283. 

41 .A.J Dash. op cit, p.l70. 

" .Interview with Chudamani Pradhan, Bijanbari. 

43 • Interview with Rinku Agarwal, Bijanbari. 

".A.J. Dash op cit. p. 197, 



110 

" . Annual report on administration of the Bengal Presidency, 1860-61. p.123. 

46 . 
. W.W. Hunter, op cit. p. 164. 

47 .Ibid p. 164. 

" .Ibid, p. 172. 

49 .Jarries B. Jefferys, Retail Trading in Britain 1850-!950, 1954, p.9. 

".Annual Report of the Darjeeling Municipality, No 21J, part-xiv, 1889-90. 

" . E.C. Dozey._op cit. p. 27. 

" . Ibid .. p.28. 

" . A.J. Dash, op cit.·p. 161. 

" Proceeding of Bengal Government, General, July 1864, H.C. ·wake, superintendent, of Darjeeling, to 

Under secretary to Government on Bengal, No. 227,30 June 1864, pp.- 47-57. 

". ibid., p. 47-57. 

56 Ibid. 

57 • W.W Hunter. op cit p. 161. 

" Proceeding of Bengal Government, general, July· 1864, H.C. Wake, Superintendent, of Darjeeling, to 

under secretary to Government of Bengal: No. 227, 30 June 1864, p- 4 7-57. 

" .Proceeding of Ben!lal Government, General, July 1864, No.26. A. Eden, Secretary to the Government 

of Bengal to the Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling. No. 1335 T. 7 July 1864. 

'". Proceedings of the Bengal Government, Report on the Trade Frontier Stations in Bengal by F.B 

Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February 1908. p xii. 

1' 1 .O'Malley, Bengal District Gaze/leers; Darjeeling, 1907, p. 129-30. 

''' . The Trade of Bengal with Nepal, Tibet, Sikkim and Bhutan in 1922. Government of Bengal, Calcutta, 

1922, p.lll. 

".A. J. Dash, op cit.p. 169. 

64 
• Ibid .. p.l70 .. 

" lbid,Trade Frontier Stations in Bengal by F.B Badley Birt, Calcutta, 26, February 1908. p xi. 

'"'.Ibid., pp. 10. 



llf 

67 
• The Trade of Bengal with Nepal, Tibet, Sikkim and Bhutan for the official year ending March 31, 

190 I; Government of Bengal, Calcutta. 

68 
• The Trade of Bengal with Nepal, Tibet, Sikkim and Bhutan in 1920-22; Government of Bengal, 

Calcutta. 1922; p.lll. 

69
• Ibid., report on the Trade Frontier station by B.B.Birt 1908. P 1-6. 

70 .Ibid .. p 1-6. 

71
• A. J. Dash, op cit.p.l68-69. 

72 
• Jbid.,report on the Trade Frontier station by B.B.Birt 1908 , pp.J-6. 

73 
• A.J. Dash-op cit. p- 166. 

" . Richard English,"Himalayan state formation and the impact of British rule in the nineteenth 

century",in Mountain Research and Development, Vol. 5, No. I, 1985, pp. 70. 

" O'Brien R. D, op cit., p. 36. 

" .J. Ware Edgar-- Reporl on a visit 1o Sikhim and the Thibetan Frontier , In October, November and 

December, 1873, New. edition, pilgrims Publishing Varanasi, 2004 p.32 

77 Ibid .. 

" . lbid.,report on the Trade Frontier station by B.B.Birt 1908. P.l-6. 

'".Ibid, pp.l-6. 


