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CHAPTER -  III 

SIKKIM : Independence and Dawn of Democracy 

Birth o f Democracy And Its Continuity.

The emergence o f the Political Parties in Sikkim can be traced 

back to 1940s. The birth o f an organised Political Party in the form o f Sikkim 

State Congress was directly the impact o f the Indian National Congress. The 

then popular leaders in Sikkim such as Tashi Tshering, Kazi Lhendup Dorjee 

Khangsarpa, D.B. Gurung, C.D. Rai, Captain Dimik Singh Lepcha, Sonam 

Tshering, B.B. Gooroong, L.B. Basnet and many others were inspired by 

democratic struggle waged by the Indian National Congress for the 

Independence o f India. The Congress programme o f broadening o f democratic 

base and liquidation of feudalism deeply impressed these leaders of Sikkim.

Graced with special rights and privileges from the Maharaja of 

Sikkim, the Sikkimese Kazis and Thikadars (contractors) exploited and 

suppressed the common people of Sikkim.. Thus, the voice o f  the people began 

to raise against their exploitation, suppression and cruelty. It sought to 

eradicate Sikkim from the evil o f  the Zamindari system, the practices of 

Kalobhari, Jharlangi, Kuruwa, Theki-bethi and Dhurikar. However, the 

suppression and exploitation o f the feudal lords and Kazis gradually came 

down. As a result, in the beginning o f 1946, sequentially there arose three 

more Political Parties. They were the Praja Sammelan at Temi Tarku, the Praja 

Mandal at Chakhung and the Praja Sudhar Samaj in Gangtok. On the of 

December 1947, the similarities among the three Parties regarding their aims 

and objectives brought them together at Polo Ground (present Palzor Stadium). 

There a meeting was held followed by a long deliberation. In it the 

representatives of the Parties coming from every nook and corner o f Sikkim 

decided to dissolve all the three Parties. Thus, in lieu o f  the three Parties, they 

decided to form one Political Party. Thus, under the Presidentship of Tashi 

Tshering, the Sikkim State Congress came into being. As a result, the Sikkim 

State Congress started striving for : (i) abolition o f  landlordism; (ii) formation
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o f a responsible and popular interim Government and (iii) Sikkim’s merger 

with India. Later on, a number o f Political Parties emerged to support, interact 

with and counter these moves in Sikkim.

Once again, the Sikkim State Congress leaders requested to the 

Government for the eradication of the Zamindari system, the establishment o f 

a responsible Government and the merger o f  Sikkim with India. However, 

these issues went unattended. Against these failures o f the Government, the 

Party under the leadership o f Tashi Tshering decided for holding the 2"'* 

Congress meet on 4̂*’ to 6* February, 1949, to launch ‘No Tax’ movement. 

The movement began and its result was the imprisonment o f eleven o f its Party 

workers viz., C.D. Rai, Namgyal Tshering, Chuk-Chuk Sangderpa, Rashmi 

Prasad A.Iley, Changchup Bhutia, Abhichandra KhareL J Ratna Bahadur 

Khatrs, i. Buddhiman Rai, Katuk Lama, Brihaspati Parsai and Ongdi Bhutia. 

But, soon after gaining the popularity o f the Party, the Government realised 

the potential o f  the movement. So, it released all the prisoners unconditionally 

as per the advice o f the Political Officer, Harishwar Dayal. However, all these 

events could not make the Government active. The demands o f  the Party 

remained unfuifilied. That is v/hy, rhe Party decided to continue its movement. 

In due course, the movement adopted the Gandhian Principle. It was 

Satyagraha  launched from April 29, 1949 to May l “ , 1949. Thus, the 

movement was unprecedented in the history o f Sikkim, Finally, intimidated by 

the growing popularity o f the movement, the Palace invited the Party to form 

its Ministry.

On May 9, 1949, under the Chief Ministership o f Tashi Tshering 

a ,uve 0!cmber Ministry consisting o f  Tashi Tshering, Chandra Das Rai, 

Captain Dimik Singh Lepcha, Dorjee DaduL Rashmi Prasad Alley was formed. 

Soon after the formation o f the Ministry a tug o f war between the Government 

and the Ministry over the issue o f power began. Taking advantage o f this 

power struggle, the Indian Political Advisor, stationed at Gangtok, Hartswar 

Dayal, under the threat o f using the Indian Army and the Deputy Foreign 

M inister o f  India B.V. Keshkar decided to dissolve the 29^’’ days’ old Ministry 

and transfer o f Powers into the hands o f  the Political Officer on June 6, 1949.
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Thus, from August 11, 1949 Dewan Rule began in Sikkim, and J.S. Lall, who 

belonged to the Indian Civil Service took over the administration on the 

seventeen months after Dewan’s rule in Sikkim, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the 

Prime Minister o f India and Sir Tashi Namgyal, the Chogyal o f Sikkim, came 

up with a tentative unilateral agreement. On the basis o f this agreement, the 

Congress demanded for merger with India, but turned Sikkim into a 

Protectorate o f India. It was finally formalised on December 5, 1950 with the 

signatures o f Sir Tashi Namgyal representing Sikkim and the then Indian 

Political Officer to Sikkim, Harishwar Dayal, the Indian side, in a small 

ceremony held at the Palace Chapel, Gangtok.

Amidst these events, Sikkim underwent a flurry o f electoral 

actrvities. iJifferent Political Parties framed their Politica! programmes and the 

two major Political Parties of Sikkimi viz., Sikkim State Congress and the 

Sikkim National Parly participated with the Government o f  Sikkim in a 

tripartite discussion. This discussion in 1951, ended in a ‘Tripartite 

Agreem ent’. It was signed by Captain Dimik Singh Lepcha and Kashi Raj 

Pradhan (SSC) and Sonam Tshering (National Party) and by the 

representatives o f Govt, o f India. ll envisaged a system of seat allocation on 

the basis o f parity, among the three communities viz., the Nepalis, the Lepchas 

and the Bhutias of Sikkim. According to L. B. Basnet parity  formula was 

protested by the leaders o f  the State Congress (SSC) but was o f no avail. For 

the first time, election was declared in Sikkim. It was to be held in two stages 

; Primary and General, The Lepcha/Bhutia candidates were supposed to fight 

twice, both at the Primary and General stages. To be declared elected, they had 

to win o f both the stages. For election, the Declaration divided the whole o f 

Sikkim into four Provinces. They were Pemayantse, Namchi, North-Central 

and Gangtok. Each o f these Provinces was to elect members to the Council as 

per the table given below;
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Table - 1

Constituency ____ Seats

1 ■ Pemayantse Constituency 1 Lepcha-Bhutia and 2 Nepali
2. Namchi Constituency 1 Lepcha-Bhutia and 2 Nepali
3. North-Central Constituency 2 Lepcha-Bhutia and 1 Nepali
4. Gangtok Constituency 2 Lepcha-Bhutia and 1 Nepali

Source : SIKKIM, Sikkim  : H istory o f  Democratic Movement, Gangtok,
[PR Publication, (Govt, o f  Sikkim), 2002, p. 10.

Besides these, the declaration provided His Highness, the 

Maharaja  o f Sikkim the power to nominate 5 members to the Council. The- 

iotal strength of the Council was, therefore 17. It was also to function for a 

period o f  3 years. But, as times rolled on a fresh declaration, which was issued 

on March 23, 1953. The important point to be noted here is that it clarified the 

powers and positions o f the Councillors. Accordingly, it was made clear that 

the Councillors could only recommend policies without exercjsing authority to 

work for the welfare o f  the Public. The m ajor departments remained in the 

hands o f the Government and the insignificant ones were in the hands of the 

Councillors. In the meantime, the Party got a hint that a third declaration, 

which wished to take away the powers o f the Councillors and weaken the 

edifice o f  democracy was spread round the corner. So, the Party felt the 

necessity to address two questions : (a) Should it take part in the election ? (b) 

In the event o f its victory, should it jo in  the Government ? To consider these, 

on February 23, 1953, the Party assembled at Gangtok. After a long 

deliberation, the meeting unanimously decided in favour o f  participating in the 

election.

On the question o f jo ining the Government, it decided that even 

if  it were victorious, it would not jo in  the Government, if  it were not provided 

with the authority to work for the welfare o f  the people. With these decisions 

in the background, the Party took part in the election. The Congress fielded 6 

Lepchas and 6 Nepalis candidates, and the National Party fielded 6 Lepchas 

and 6 Nepalis. From both sides, the campaign was vigorous and when the
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results came, the Congress won all the 6 Nepalis seats contested by Kashi Raj 

Pradhan and 5 others and the National Party all the Lepcha-Bhutia seats 

contested by Sonam Tshering and 5 others. It was very historical that not even 

one Bhutia-Lepcha o f the Congress and not even one Nepali o f the National 

Party were elected.

After the result, there was a discussion within the Congress on 

the question o f forming the Government. In the discussion, the majority o f the 

Party members expressed their negative views because they felt that their view 

was in accordance with the Party decision o f February 23, 1953. But, the 

views o f the elected candidates were against the majority view. Thus, there 

was, however, a clear differenr.e of opinion within the Party. Consequently, 

the elected candidates persuaded the Government to declare the date for the 

oaih laking ceremony, The elected candidates along with 17 others, held a 

secrel. ineetirig at Gangtok. It was held under the Jeade.-ship o f  Kashi Raj 

Pradhan under the pretext o f emergency. At mid-night, the meeting passed a 

vote o f no confidence against the existing Congress President, Tashi Tshering 

and elected Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa as the new President. But, the 

whoje process o f removing the President, Tashi Tshering contravened the 

provisions o f the Constitution of the Party.

As per the Constitution o f the Party, the removal could have 

been effected only with the concurrence o f  2/3̂ *̂ members present and voting 

lo the Executive Body o f the Party. After violating the Party Constitution, the 

elected inenibers of the Congress, along with 17 others reached the Palace to 

take part in the oath-taking ceremony. The elected members o f National Party 

were there. On the basis of the Parity Formula, Sir Tashi Nanigyal, the then 

Maharaja  o f Sikkim appointed the Executive Councillors; Sonam Tshering 

and Kashi Raj Pradhan. The former represented the Lepcha-Bhutia community 

and the later, the Nepalis. Subsequently, Sonam Tshering was given the 

responsibility o f  Health, Agriculture, Veterinary and Forest Departments. The 

departments o f Trade and Commerce, Education, Excise and Transport came 

under the charge o f Kashi Raj Pradhan. One month after the oath taking 

ceremony, Tashi Tshering, having tested the treachery of his own Party
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colleagues, breathed his last on May 10, 1954 and with him the vision o f a 

prosperous Sikkim was lost for ever.

In 1954, soon after N.K. Rustomji assumed the Office o f the 

Dewan. The Seven-Year Plan of Sikkim, the first o f its type in the history o f 

Sikkim, was launched with an outlay o f Rs. 32.369 million (4.315 million 

dollars), wholly contributed by India. The accent o f development was on roads 

and bridges, education, medical services, fostering of cottage industries and 

the building of some micro-hydel projects.

The Council, according to the Previsions o f the Constitutional 

Proclamation, had been elected for a period o f three years. In 1956, the term of

the Council was extended to December, 1957, by a Proclamation issued by the 

M aharaja. Further, rhe composition o f  the Council was changed by the 

M aharaja' 'I Proclamatior!, dated 17“' o f  March, 1958. ll means, the member of 

Councillors was raised from 17 to 20. The addition o f one more nominated 

seat further tilted the balance in favour o f the Maharaja  and the National 

Party. A novel mode of election, the brain child o f N.K. Rustomji.

The Second General Elections o f Sikkim were held soon after the 

issue o f  the Proclamation of March 17. 1958, the formation o f the Executive 

Council in the wake of 1958 elections had some peculiar features. The State 

Congress had won a clear majority -  8 out o f 14 elected seats and had two 

Bhutia-Lepcha members among its elected Councillors apart from the one 

Bhutia-Lepcha seat that the Congress had won, its victorious candidate in the 

General seat contest was also a Bhutia. Thus, admirably fulfilled all the 

conditions needed to form a one-Party Executive Council. Yet, no voice was 

raised in this behalf. But other voices were also active. Kashi Raj Pradhan, 

Sonam Tshering and Nakul Pradhan were all involved in an election petition 

that alleged corrupt practices had been adopted in the election. The Maharaja 

issued a notification on December 27, 1958, and published as a Gazette in 

January 1959, that the election petitions would be decided by the Tribunal and 

accordingly delivered its judgement on May 25, 1959, declaring election of 

Sonam Tshering, Kashi Raj Pradhan and Nakul Pradhan void. In addition, all
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the three o f them were disqualified for membership o f the Sikkim State 

Council for a period of 6 years. With effect from the date that the finding of 

the Election Tribunal takes effect. However, later on, the Sikkim Darbar 

reduced the disqualification of Kashi Raj Pradhan and Nakul Pradhan for 

seeking the membership o f the Sikkim Council for a period o f six months 

w.e.f. 15.05. 1959 and Sonam Tshering for a period o f 3 years with effect from

28.05. 1959,

The Real Politics Begins

The Gazette greatly tempered the zeal o f Kashi Raj and Nakul 

Pradhan in continuing the Parleys. A jo in t convention was held in September

1959 and on 22""' October, 1959 at Rangpo and Sirigiarn respectively, the 

Parties represented were the Swatantra Dal, the Sikkim National Party (Sonam 

Tshering-faction), the State Congress and the Sikkim Scheduled Castes 

Leagues. Among the participants, the most prominent were : Kazi Lhendup 

Dorjee Khangsarpa, the Congress Presideni. who had fought the elections on 

Swatantra Dal ticket and lose; Sonam Tshering, who had been ousted from the 

Presidentship o f the National Party and was now leading a faction within it, 

nursing grievances against the Sikkim Darbar for the gross discrimination 

displayed by it.

The Joint Convention

It reiterated the old Congress demand for a responsible 

Government, introduced a new elem ent viz., the drafting o f  a democratic 

Constitution for Sikkim, should incorporate ‘Fundamental R ights’ and 

Directive Principles as inspired by the Indian Constitution. But, the 

resolutions were contemptuously disregarded by the Sikkim Darbar. By now 

N.K. Rustomji had left Sikkim, having admirably fulfilled the task o f 

consolidating the powers o f the Sikkim Darbar, and throwing the Political 

Parties in disarray by means of the unfettered and unprincipled exercise o f 

authority by him and the Maharaj Kumar. The new incumbent though allowed 

to retain the title of Dewan, was a comparatively junior member o f the Indian
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Administrative Service, one Baleshwar Prasad, admirably suited to serve the 

Sikkim Darbar as its obedient administrative Officer.

Dates for holding by-elections for the seats vacated by three 

E.Cs were announced. Hectic Political activities began. It also happened soon 

after the Tribunal’s award had been punished. Political Parties and Party 

candidates had begun to warm up for the inevitable bye elections. The 

Congress had lost two stalwarts, and both o f them E.Cs. As there seemed none 

among the Party members, who could replace Kashi Raj Pradhan, but the 

Party’s choice had fallen on Chandra Das Rai, the young firebrand o f 1947-49, 

who had post-graduated in history from the Benaras Hindu University and 

jo ined the Sikkim Government as a M agistrate. Urged by his former Political 

colleagues. Congress President Kashi Raj Pradhan foremost among them, 

Chandra Das Rai had resigned from service.

Further, that the Sikkim Darbar had reduced the period o f 

disqualification o f Kashi Raj Pradhan, which made him eligible to contest the 

bye-election for the seat, he him self had vacated^ Kashi Raj forgot all his 

promises to Chandra Das Rai and placed him self as the State Congress 

candidate from Namchi Constituency. As for the candidature o f Nakul 

Pradhan, the Party consensus was in his favour. Chandra Das Rai, who had 

given up his secured job just to fight the bye-election, could not yield to the 

demand o f Kashi Raj Pradhan, and there were many who preferred him to 

Kashi Raj. Kashi Raj finally exercised the powers o f  the President o f the State 

Congress by refusing to allow Chandra Das Rai to use the election symbol of 

the Congress. Chandra Das Rai chose a fresh election symbol, while Kashi Raj 

retained to Parly symbol, and the two Congress candidates fought for the 

Namchi seat.

The Namchi election became a focal point o f  struggle. The fight 

was not only between Kashi Raj Pradhan and Chandra Das Rai, but also 

between the Congress policies o f subservience to the Sikkim Darbar, shaped 

and followed by Kashi Raj, the disgruntled votaries o f  dem ocracy in and out 

o f  the State Congress. Namchi had the reputation o f being the most Politically
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conscious o f all Constituencies, Chandra Das Rai hailed from his 

Constituency, which had been the field o f his Political activities in 1947-49. 

Kashi Raj was staking his all 10 years’ Political career, the prestige o f  the 

Congress President and his record as an Executive Committee for 5 years.

Kashi Raj Pradhan lost the fight, and lost it so badly as to forfeit 

his deposit. He polled 634 votes to the 3013 polled by Chandra Das Rai. Nakul 

Pradhan also won his fight. He was promptly appointed as an Executive 

Councillor, but Chandra Das was not. The chair vacated by Kashi Raj should 

had gone to Chandra Das, who despite a separate election symbol was very 

much a State Congress Councillor. The post had obviously been meant for 

Kashi Raj, the individual, rather than for the State Congress.

Chandra Das Rai’s past marked him as a staunch democrat and 

the Sikkim Darbar did not trust him to meekly tread on the foot prints of 

Kashi Raj. The Sikkim Darbar, by ignoring Chandra Das R ai’s claim to the 

Executive Councillorship, exposed its own policies as clearly as it exposed 

what Kashi R aj’s real role in Sikkim politics had been. The mantle o f Kashi 

Raj Pradhan fell on his nephew, Nakul Pradhan. The other Executive 

Councillor with Nakul Pradhan was Martam Topden. Two Bhutias and one 

Nepali were appointed as Deputy Executive Councillors.

However, at this time, there were many politicians in the field, 

politicians who had reasons to be aggrieved by the Sikkim D arbar's policies 

o f  discrimination, by the want of justice and fair play in its dealings, and by 

its open defiance of ail democratic norms. They could not remain idle, 

passively witriessing Co erosion of whatever little democratic process there 

was, without seriously jeopardizing their very careers in politics.

Birth o f A New Political Party : Sikkim National Congress :

In May 1960 at a sizeable rally held at Singtam, the three leaders 

formed a new Party, the Sikkim National Congress, where in were merged the 

Swatantra Dal, the Praja Sammelan, the dissenting wing o f the State 

Congress, and the Sonam Tshering faction o f the National Party. The Sikkim
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National Congress, which later developed into a full blooded Opposition Party 

and posed a tough challenge to the Sikkim Darbar. At the meeting they 

recommended the legitimate demands o f the people o f Sikkim, such as the 

establishment of a responsible Government, a written Constitution, Universal 

Adult Franchise based on joint electorate etc. They also realised for the unity 

and integrity o f the people so as to fulfil the genuine demands. Further, they 

also felt the need of amalgamating more Parties so as to give the shape o f 

large Political organization from one platform. Hence, Kazi Lhendup Dorjee 

. Khangsarpa was elected as President, Sonam Tshering and D.B. Tiwari were 

elected as Vice-Presidents and Bhim Bahadur Gooroong was elected as the 

General Secretary.

Even though the Sikkim National Congress had yet to fight 

election, it had 4 Councillors in the Sikkim State Council as a result o f  the 

m erger o f  the four groups. The Party position in the Council was :

Table -  I I

Constituency Seats

1. The National Party 06 {with 01 Sangha Seat)
2. Sikkim National Congress 04
3. Sikkim State Congress 03
4. Vacant 01

Source ; Basnet, L.B., SIKKIM : A Short Political History, New Delhi, S.
Chand & Co., Pvt. Ltd., 1974, p. 117.

The formation o f the Sikkim Nation Congress did not however, 

affect the National Party with the exception o f  Sonam Tshering’s permanent 

rupture with it. It rather gained for while formerly, as a result o f the 1958 

elections, it had been an unimpressive second to the State Congress, it now 

occupied the top position in the Council. On the other hand, the Sikkim State 

Congress was pulled down from the top to the very bottom among the Political 

Parties. Apparently, the influence o f Kashi Raj Pradhan and his relatives was 

on the wane. The National Party appealed to the section o f Population which 

cared little for democracy and much more for the m aintenance o f the old order
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and as such, its following, largely composed o f vested interests and illiterate 

Bhutia-Lepcha electorate, was immune from the call o f democracy given by 

the Sikkim National Congress making any appeal to them. Since, the State 

Congress swore by democracy, and almost ritualistically passed the old 

Congress resolutions every year, the real battle was between the Sikkim 

National Congress and the State Congress, for they both addressed themselves 

to the same electorate. Without the slightest effort other than organising a 

rally and bringing together some leaders, the Sikkim National Congress had 

already dealt a crippling blow to the State Congress. The Sikkim National 

Congress was naturally critical o f the whole system o f elections, the powers 

and functions o f the Executive Council, and the working o f the State Council, 

among other things. Having learnt from experiences that m erely passing 

resolutions and submitting them to the Sikkim Darbar as the State Congress 

had been doing with great consistency was unlikely to bring about the basic 

changes the Party sought in the body-politic, the Party threatened to launch a 

Satyagraha  with a view to compelling the Sikkim  Darbar to  yield to its 

demands. The leaders were, however, advised by the Political Officer that 

Prime M inister Nehru was prepared to meet them and hear their grievances 

and that, therefore, there was no point in launching a Satyagraha.

Accordingly on August 20, 1960, the leaders o f  the Sikkim 

National Congress represented a delegation to Delhi and submitted a 

M emorandum o f their grievances and demands to the then Prime Minister, 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Subimal Datta, Foreign Secretary o f India. After 

a series o f  talks with Nehru and other leaders, the Sikkim National Congress 

leaders returned to Sikkim. Where as no visible changes were introduced in 

the framework of Sikkim Government in the wake o f the Delhi talks, 

Satyagraha  was dropped from the Party programme, and the Sikkim National 

Congress settled down to the role o f a ‘Paper-Opposition’ Party by launching a 

relentless propaganda campaign in the Press by means o f  Pam phlets and Party 

Resolutions against the Sikkim D arbar’s actions and policies.
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The struggle o f the Sikkim National Congress towards the 

achievement o f the iofty aims enshrined in the Party Constitution was carried 

out, not in the field among masses, but at Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa’s 

cozy bungala at Kalimpong, where the publicity wing o f the Sikkim National 

Congress functioned with efficiency and an enviable measure o f success in the 

person o f the Kazi’s second wife, Kazini Elisa M aria Dorji o f  Chakung, an 

indomitable personality.

Fresh impetus for political activity came in July 1961, the 

Sikkim Darhar published the Sikkim Subjects’ Regulation, laying down 

conditions that governed the Subject-hood o f  Sikkim Nationals. It was highly 

discrim inatory and unfavourable to the N epalis. The Sikkim State Congress 

and the Sikkim National Congress, both o f whom relied on the Nepalis for 

their support, found in this sufficient grounds to become active and raise a 

clamour for changes in the Regulations. The Government o f India had finally 

to intervene and bring about reconciliation in the form o f a much more 

reasonable Subjects’ Regulations.

In 1959 the Dalai Lama had fled from Lhasa followed by some 

60,000 Tibetan Refugees, some o f whom the Sikkim Ruler Volunteered to 

rehabilitate in Sikkim. Sikkim was in far from a sound economic position to 

take any effective measures to promote the welfare o f its own people, and 

relied heavily on India even for small things. The M aharaja‘s high sounding 

understanding to rehabilitate 5,000 or so Tibetan-Refugees in Sikkim had 

come on the promise o f adequate financial assistance from India. Besides, 

being o f Tibetan origin, the ruling Party saw in this a nice opportunity of 

strengthening the Bhutia-Lepcha Population, even though the indigenous 

Bhutia-Lepcha Population was far from sympathetic to the rehabilitation 

programme say L. B. Basnett in his w ork Sikkim : A short Political History, 

p .120.; Bhattacharya, Aparna; ‘The Prayer-W heel’ ; Sikkim, p. 79. 

B.B.Gooroong and C.D.Rai.

The Growth of Dissent and Nationalism :
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On December 18, 1969, a new Political Party was born in Sikkim 

founded by Lai Bahadur Basnet, former General Secretary o f the Sikkim 

National Party for many years known as the Sikkim Janata Party. Towards the 

m iddle o f June 1970, the President o f India was scheduled to visit Sikkim. 

According to Shukla S.R. in the story o f integration p. 77 consisting o f Bus ties 

and elites there were secret meetings o f the Study Forum, which wanted a 

show-down with India by staging a ‘Black Flag’ demonstration on the 

occasion o f the President’s visit. The visit was postponed owing to ‘inclement 

weather’. The Indian authorities succeeded in averting an unpleasant situation, 

which would have created a stir io India and caused raised-eye brows, abroad 

though for different reasons. In Sikkim anti-Indian elements, having ganged 

the moral weakness of India, began to devise more effective methods to bully 

the wallowing giant.

The Sikkim United Front was launched in September, 1970. It 

heralded its birth by issuing a leaflet in which it criticised India for having 

foisted the 1950 Treaty on Sikkim, and demanded its revision as precursor to 

Sikkim ’s total Independence. The most strident voice among the members o f  

the United Front was that o f  Krishna Chandra Pradhan, the erstwhile General 

Secretary o f the Janata Party, who had found his new affiliation highly 

lucrative.

If  the brains behind the United Front had ju s t wanted to probe 

the reactions o f the Indian Government, this limited objective was more than 

achieved by a single demonstration that followed propaganda tour o f the 

United Front leaders all over Sikkim. On Sunday in October, 1970, the United 

Front held a.o open meeting at Gangtok Bazaar, Prominent leaders were 

displayed ail over, asking Indians to quit Sikkim and grant full Independence 

to her. The leaders spat venom on India and the Indian Government. Indians in 

Sikkim, soldiers, businessmen, diplomats and Officials were greatly perturbed 

by increasing anti-Indian sentiment o f  the United Front and other Sikkimese.

Alarmed by the Political O fficer’s report, T.N. Kaul, the Foreign 

Secretary, Government o f India flew from Delhi to Bagdogra and hopped by
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helicopter from there to Gangtok to take over things with the Chogyal. Unlike 

his visit following upon the 1968 Children’s Demonstration, this time the 

Foreign Secretary was cold shouldered and had to beat a hasty treat within 24 

hours. Asked by Pressmen about his sudden and short visit, Kaul assured that 

he had ju s t come to pay his compliments to the Chogyal and the Gyalmo. 

M any people read in Kaul’s remarks the plain message that the birds o f  the 

policy makers in Delhi had come home to roost.

In May 1971, a high powered delegation o f Sikkimese went to 

Delhi for talks over Sikkim’s Fourth-Five Year Plan. The Chogyal also visited 

Delhi from time to time to guide the Sikkimese delegation. However,

eventually the outlay rose steeply and stopped a trifle short o f  the original Rs. 

26 crores and the Sikkimese had expressed their satisfaction.

I.S. Chopra, a retired Indian diplomat, had jo ined  the Sikkim 

Administration with the high sounding title o f Sidlon  on 04.06. 1969. He 

enjoyed very high perks and other privileges not enjoyed by any other 

previous head o f the administration. In addition, the unofficial title o f “His 

Excellency” was appended to his name and freely bandied in Sikkim. Chopra, 

gradually emerged and had given convincing assurances to the Chogyal that if  

he were appointed the head of the Sikkim- Administration, he had sufficient 

pull in the External Affairs Ministry to the Government o f India to bring about 

the revision o f 19.50 Indo-Sikkim Treaty to be followed up by the ChogyaVs 

elevation to the status enjoyed by the Ruler o f  Bhutan, a vertical jum p from 

His Highness to His Majesty and all the concomitant benefits and Sikkim ’s 

entry into the United Nations Organization. Such was the confidence inspired 

by the Sidlon  that the Chogyal went all out to humour every passing whim o f 

the dignitary and loaded him and his wife with costly gifts, including an 

expensive foreign car, o f course, out o f public funds.

Towards the middle o f 1971, the Sidlon  had already completed 

two years in Sikkim, yet the opportune moment for him to take up the issue of 

the Treaty revision did not seem to have arrived. At about this tim e Himalayan 

Observer, an English language weekly published from Kalimpong, exposed
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through a series of articles, rank corruption in the Sikkim Administration, 

supported by irrefutable facts and figures, evidently furnished by persons 

working in the departments concerned. Since all o f the high Officials 

concerned were the confidants o f the Chogyal and members o f  the Study 

Forum into the bargain, the administration failed to institute any enquiry or 

take any other action despite the hue and cry raised, including questions and 

resolutions in the Sikkim Council. It was emphasised by L. B. Basnet that 

while the public mind was still agitated over the scandals, the Himalayan 

Observer came out with a real scoop divulging that the Sidlon had been 

granted a ‘loan’ of Rs. 2 lakhs by the Chogyal for constructing a house in 

Delhi, though the Government of Sikkim tried to draw a red herring across the 

trail, the harm had been done sufficiently and Indian Intelligence Agencies 

carried out secret investigations and found the allegations to be true. During 

the course of the investigations, some more skeletons in Chopra's cupboard 

were discovered. It came to light that Chopra, who had been entrusted with the 

task o f ordering expensive foreign fittings and furnishings for the Sikkim 

House in Delhi, had been ordering extra quantities of these items for his own 

house too -- o f course the Government o f Sikkim or the people o f  Sikkim were 

footing the Bill. Chopra’s name had begun to stink in the corridors o f the 

Foreign Ministry in Delhi, of which the old man seems to have been wholly 

oblivious.'

The Sikkim National Party submitted for discussion and adoption 

in the Sikkim Council, September 1971 session, a resolution demanding the 

removal o f Clause 15 (ii) from the 1953 Proclamation, which debarred the 

Sikkim Council from “discussing, asking questions about and dealing in any 

manner with, the external relations o f the State, including relations with the 

Government of India and any commitments entered into by the Maharaja with 

the Government o f India.” According to L. B. Basnet where as even fairly well 

informed Political leaders had believed that the 1953 Proclam ation had been 

issued by the Darbar with the consent o f the Government o f  India, it was now 

revealed that the Proclamation had been drafted by Indians, approved by the 

Government o f India and the Chogyal had merely been asked to sign it. 

However, it also came to lime light that even the more, the slightest change in
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the Proclamation had to have the prior sanction o f the Government o f India. In 

keeping with this clause on the advice o f the Sidlon, the resolution was 

withdrawn and in its place, a petition was prepared requesting the Government 

o f India to accord their sanction so that the resolution could be introduced in 

the Council. The signatures o f all the Councillors except, Kazi Lhendup 

Dorjee Khangsarpa o f the Sikkim National Congress, who bluntly refused to 

have anything to do with a matter that sought to undermine, in any degree, the 

Indians hold in Sikkim, were obtained.

At this stage, the Sidlon could no longer avoid discharging the 

obligation he had undertaken at the time o f being appointed to this highly 

remunerative job in Sikkim. Armed with the Petition bearing the signatures o f 

the Councillors o f Sikkim, Chopra went to Delhi to find that the other side was 

more than ready to ineet him. Chopra not only failed in his mission, but came 

back with the threat that, if  the 1953 Proclamation had to be changed at all, it 

had to be changed thoroughly in consonance with the times, and the people 

should have a proper say in this regard, clearly implying thereby that the 

Couneiilors elected under the existing system were not the true representatives 

o f  the people. This, was enough to throw the Chogyai and the leaders o f Sikkim 

National Party into lotai disarray, and the rnaticr rested there for the time 

being.

After the Sidlon's fruitless mission to Delhi, even the leaders o f 

the National Party began to comment on the waste o f  Public money in the 

maintenance of a white elephant as the Sidlon  o f  Sikkim. Since, the 

Governme.r.t of India had insisted upon the recovery o f  loan from Chopra, 

there was no choice for the Chogyai, but to let the Sidlon  continue in Office so 

that the money could be recovered from his emoluments. Such, however, was 

the force o f Public clamour than Chopra was relieved o f his Executive 

Functions on July 27, 1972; but he went on receiving his full emoluments for 

the simple reason that a substantial portion o f the ‘loan’ o f  Rs. 2 lakhs 

rem ained yet to be recovered from him. According to Shukla S.R., the Chogyai 

was bulled the false hopes of I. S. Chopra and was only too glad to propitiate 

him with costly presents now and then. He was given a loan o f  Rs. 2.00 lakhs
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for constructing a House in Delhi. It was later recovered that Chopra had to 

build his house in Delhi when ‘Sikkim H ouse’ was also being built there. It 

enabled him to buy costly furniture and fittings from foreign countries in the 

name o f  ‘Sikkim House’ on Government account and use the same for his own 

house. Chopra’s activities when became known to the public in Sikkim that 

only helped increase feelings against India which was sending such ‘corrupt 

officers’. The Chogyal was disillusioned and not long before the Sidlon was 

relieved o f his duties on July 27,1972, although he continued receiving his full 

emoluments including Rs, 3000/- p.m., entertainm ent allowance Rs. 48,000 

per annum and a host of other perks and priviliges until the tim e loan was 

fully adjusted. Chopra’s sidlonship will go down in the history o f  Sikkim as 

the period during which, corruption, nepotism and communaiism reigned 

supreme. The rate o f interest charged for the loan is not available.

Around that time, the internal situation in Sikkim had been 

steadily deteriorating. Corruption, nepotism, favouritism and rank 

communaiism had begun to grow at the very vitals o f  the Adm inistration. As 

even the ‘Paper-opposition Party’ o f Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa had 

become a part o f  the administration. On 26*** January, 1972, the Sikkim 

National Congress issued its Bulletin No. 2, which carried a scathing criticism 

o f the Chogyal and the Administration. In connection with the Bulletin No. 2, 

Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa was summoned by the Chogyal and asked to 

explain his conduct in the presence o f  witnesses. The Kazi pleaded that the 

Bulletin was issued by the majority vote o f  Party delegates, and as such, he 

was helpless. Kazi apologised to the Chogyal, he was asked to submit an 

apology in writing, but he did not do so because such a step would irreparably 

damage his image and ruin his future Political career. Later on, as a sequel to 

the resolution adopted by the Sikkim Council, the Sikkim Government filed a 

complaint against the Publicity Secretary o f the Sikkim National Congress, 

D.B. Gurung, under whose signature the B ulletin had been published, charging 

him with sedition under section 124A o f  the Indian Penal Code. Before the 

warrant o f  arrest could be extended against D.B. Gurung, Kazi Lhendup 

Dorjee Khangsarpa whisked him away to Kalimpong.
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On 28* May, 1972, Kazi Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa was 

dismissed from the Executive Council. The next day he set out for a visit to 

Europe with his wife, leaving D.B. Gurung under the watchful eye o f Nar 

Bahadur Khatiwada, a young college student who, apart from functioning as 

the Assistant Publicity Secretary o f the Sikkim National Congress was a 

factotum in the Kazi’s household.

The Sikkim Intelligence was fully informed of D.B, Gurung’s 

plight, aggravated by the mounting tyranny o f Nar Bahadur Khatiwada 

according to L. B. Basnet. Cautious approaches were made to D.B. Gurung 

assuring him that if  he came to Sikkim, surrendered himself, and made a clear 

statement, he would earn the Chogyal's clemency and eventual pardon. 

Gurung escaped one evening in June and the following morning, surrendered 

him self in the Chief Magistrate’s Court, where he pleaded that he did not 

know English language, in which original Bulletin had been published, and 

that he had been used as the cat’s paw by the Kazi, his foreign wife and Nar 

Bahadur Khatiwada. Following a Government complaint, the C hief M agistrate 

issued non-bailable warrants o f  arrest against Kazi Lhendup Dorjee 

Khangsarpa and Nar Bahadur Khatiwada under section 124 A o f the Indian 

Penal Code and Rule 12 o f the Sikkim Public Security Rules, ordering the two 

accused to be produced before him on July 27, 1972. While in Delhi, Kazi 

Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa just after back to Europe tour met Nirmal Sinha, 

a former D irector o f Sikkim Research Institute o f Tibetology, Govt, o f  Sikkim, 

who was removed from his post unceremoniously. Both o f them have had 

detailed discussions over the deteriorating situation and administrative 

problem o f  ihe Slate of Sikkim under the ruling o f  the Chogyal. Further, they 

planned and decided to meet the former Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi so as to 

apprise the ChogyaVs activities after obtaining appointment through P.N. 

Haque, Principal Secretary to the then Prime M inister Indira Gandhi, 

however, she had already gathered the facts about the overall activities o f  the 

Chogyal and some immediate measures were made effective.

With the departure o f I.S. Chopra, the first and the last Sidlon  of 

Sikkim, the Chogyal, thereafter, took upon him self the direct control and

135



supervision o f the administration from June 1972, thus, setting aside the 

intermediary rung between him self and the C hief Secretary. To make him self 

more approachable by the officers and the public alike, he duly shifted his 

office from the Palace to the main Secretariat Building for convenience to all 

concerned.

The Ambitiously W aiting to Poll the Election

In September 1972, the Government o f Sikkim issued an Extra 

Ordinary Gazette Notification announcing the holding o f the 5* General 

Elections o f Sikkim in January 1973. It was closely followed by a Press 

release o f  the Government. Cautioning the people not to fail victim to the 

tenacies o f  the disgruntled and shorty-sighted Political leaders, who were trying 

to show the dragon’s teeth with a sinister purpose o f  fostering communalism 

and discord, Further, the Goverrunent warned the peopie that the liberal and 

accommodative policies pursued by the Sikkim Darbar, should not be 

construed as a weakness, but, in all matters affecting peace, tranquillity and 

security o f the Country as a whole, the Sikkim Darbar would not hesitate in 

taking strongest measures against such anti-national elements, who were found 

bent upon disturbing the peace and tranquillity o f the Country as a whole. 

Owing to inner dissension, prevailing among the leaders o f  the Sikkim State 

Congress and the Janata Party, a new organization known as the Sikkim Janata 

Congress had already come into being during August 1972. SJC was again a 

combination o f the break-away group o f the two Parties, mainly composed of 

such aspirants and opportunists, who were stampeding for seats in the 

forthcoming elections.

Broadly speaking, the birth o f the Sikkim Janata Congress, thus, 

acted like a booster to the leaders o f  the State Congress and the National 

Party, who felt fully satisfied on account o f  the dent caused on the overall 

strength o f the Sikkim National Congress, which was their main opponent. 

There were no untoward incidents worth mentioning, and polling in all the 

Polling Stations were satisfactory. A fresh Poll was ordered for Bigmat 

Constituency o f South Sikkim for some reasons. On January 29, 1973, the
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counting o f the votes started in the White Memorial Hall at Gangtok, while in 

the said process o f counting a major incident developed involving the ballot 

boxes o f the two Nepalis candidates fielded by the Sikkim N ational Party, 

polled at the Rabang Polling Station o f South Sikkim Constituency. Prominent 

leaders o f  the Sikkim National Congress detected some kind o f rigging in the 

two boxes where ballot Papers were found to have been m anipulated by the 

Presiding Officer. Vehement protests and written complaints were lodged on 

the spot to the Election Committee requesting the investigation o f the anomaly 

in regard to the alleged rigging o f the two boxes o f  the Nepalis candidates of 

the National Party and to order for a fresh election. The complaining Parties 

approached to the Election Tribunal for the redress o f their grievances. It was 

at this point, the Rubicon was crossed, which was to blow' off an 

unprecedented uprising o f the Sikkiuiese people against the feudal regime o f 

the Chogyal that led Sikkim to ultimately go for a merger with India.

The Election results for the Fifth General Election o f the Sikkim 

State Council o f 1973 were declared as under :

Table ~  III

Party Bhutia-
Lepcha

Nepali TSong Scheduled
Castes

Sangha General Total

Sikkim
National
Party

7 2 - 1 1 - 11

1Sikkim
National
Congress

_ 3 1 - _ 1 5

Sikkim
Janata
Congress

- 2 - . - . 2

Total 7 7 1 1 1 18

Source : Basnet L. B. Sikkim : A Short Political History, op. Cit.p. 180

Deriving an analysis from the above table, the Sikkim National 

Party had come out with an absolute majority, w hile the Sikkim National 

Congress and the Sikkim Janata Congress trailed far behind, even their
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combined strength being poor second to the Sikkim National Party’s brilliant 

first. On March 8, 1973, the new Councillors including 6 members nominated 

by the Sikkim Darbar, were sworn-in. The Sikkim National Congress and 

Sikkim Janata Congress Councillors, despite earlier pledges before the people 

to boycott the oath taking ceremony also took the oath.

However, the Sikkim National Congress and Sikkim Janata 

Congress leaders decried the election results as the product o f  rigging and a 

conspiracy between the Sikkim National Party and the Sikkim Administration, 

and heightened their criticism o f the Government. The propaganda became so 

serious that the Government arrested K.C. Pradhan, the former General 

Secretary o f the Janata Party, who after flirting with the Sikkim United Front, 

had managed to become the President o f  the Sikkim Janata Congress. 

Pradhan’s arrest was a signal to the impatient young men, who were already 

straining, as it were, at the leash, to break ail restrictive bounds. Processions 

were taken out at Namchi and Gyalzing, where the Nepali Population was 

preponderant. Under the direction o f the youth leaders, people began to pour 

into Gangtok, the Capital, for holding a demonstration.

About 2,000 people squatted on the Palace lawns for a couple of 

days. The new Council was inaugurated on March 28, 1973, by the ChogyaL 

The Sikkim Janata Congress and Sikkim National Congress Councillors 

boycotted it. The Chogyal, once again, refused to take any immediate steps to 

meet the demands of the two Parties. Two youth leaders’ viz., R. C. Poudyal 

went on an indefine hunger strike on the palace lounge. He was later 

accompanied by the ocher meJtibers N.K.Subedi, Karma Feda and K. N. Upreti. 

The hunger strike Vvas stopped on the intervention o f Senior leaders o f the 

party. Even though, under such an unfavourable atmosphere, the Chogyal 

appointed six Executive Councillors, four from the Sikkim National Party and 

one each from the Sikkim National Congress and the Sikkim Janata Congress 

diplom atically, so as to further strengthen the Sikkim National Party in the 

Council and the Government and also at the same time to cripple the Sikkim 

National Congress and the Sikkim Janata Congress on the foot print o f the 

Chogyal and the Sikkim National Party reflected as their United Front. The
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two Executive Councillors -  designate from the Sikkim National Congress and 

the Sikkim Janata Congress had secretly consented to jo in  the Executive 

Council against the express mandate of their Parties, and Party volunteers, 

including irate ladies, had to use physical force to restrain the two turn coats 

from attending the oath taking ceremony.

People Marching to Polling Booths : To Exercise Adult Franchise

On the 4th April, 1973, was the 50* Birthday o f the Chogyal. 

Lavish preparations were being made by the Sikkim Government to celebrate 

the Golden Jubilee in a befitting manner. The Sikkim Janata Congress and the 

Sikkim National Congress formed a Joint Action Committee (JAC), with Kazi 

Lhendup Dorjee Khangsarpa, as its Chairman so as to fight for their jo in t 

demands. Finding the ChogyaPs attitude unbending, the Joint Action 

Committee (JAC) issued an ultimatum that if  their demands were not fulfilled 

before 4'" April, they would prevent, the Birthday Ce!ebratioti.s. The oil was 

put in the fire. On the April, 1973 the people of Sikkim had already begun 

to converge at Gangtok in. groups, carrying Sikkim National Congress and 

Sikkim Janata Congress flags with shouting slogans. Despite the 

Government's determination, to march ahead with ihe preparations for the 

celebrations had spilled over the second day, i.e., 5*'’ April 1973., it began to 

appear that unlike the previous threats o f Political leaders, which had 

invariably failed to materialize as this time the people seemed to be resolute 

on a show down with the Government. A last minute bid by Sonam Tshering, 

the Chairman of the Birthday Celebration.s Committee, to thrash out the matter 

across the table led to talks in the evening o f 3'^ April 1973 between 

Government Representatives and the (Joint Action Committee) JAC leaders, 

which lasted till late night. Unfortunately, they could not reach on the 

consensus.

The following morning, the 4* April, 1973, the 50 '̂’ Birthday o f 

the Chogyal o f  Sikkim, began with early morning prayers in all the 

M onasteries o f Sikkim and the one Church and one Mosque at Gangtok. At 

about the same time, just outside the mosque at Gangtok, a full-throated 

Chorus o f  5.000 or more voices echoed the morning atmosphere with anti-
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Chogyal slogans. The confrontation between the Ruler and his Subjects was 

about to begin in right earnest. About a hundred yards below the road crossing 

that marked the starting point of the town proper, the Police had raised a 

barrier beyond which the demonstrators were to be prevented from advancing. 

A strong contingent o f the Police, some armed with 303 rifles, some with 

lathis (wooden sticks) and some with tear-gas shells had taken their position. 

At 6-30 A.M. the demonstrators, after some pep talk from their leaders 

advanced towards the barrier. Tear gas shells exploded. Undeterred, the 

demonstrators surged forward. The Police toAi-charged, the mob still pressed 

forward. The barrier gave way. A young Deputy Superintendent o f  Police lost 

his nerve and shot two shots from his revolver. It was a signal for some trigger 

happy policemen who discharged a burst o f revolver fire. Dozens o f 

demonstrators were wounded mercilessly, the mob ran helter-skelter. Once 

again, the leaders rallied the demonstration. A second wave o f demonstrators 

prepared to advance once again. In the meanwhile, the number o f the 

demonstrators continued to swell owing to the arrival o f  a constant stream of 

marchers. In Gangtok town itself, some Policemen ran a mock, beating 

innocent people just because they happened to be wearing the Nepalis 

traditional dress. A number of milkmen were the victims o f police brutality. 

Anyone finding wearing the Nepalis dress or ju st the Nepali cap or just 

carrying a khukuri (a Nepali traditional cutting tool) was beaten up and hauled 

off to a camp prepared for detaining demonstrators. Some 500 Tibetan 

refugees were hastily issued with lathis and asked to help the Police. The 

refugees took their task seriously and joined their forces with the Police in the 

lathi-chaxgQ^. However, wave after wave o f demonstrators advanced towards 

the town only to be dispersed by lathi-chaxge and rifle-flre. W hile this mob 

was going on in the Capital town, up at the Palace Chapel, the functions was 

events pretended as if  nothing had happened to mar the event. At 11-00 A.M., 

the Chogyal took the salute at the march past o f the girl guides, boy scouts and 

a small contingent o f the Sikkim Guards.

The march past was followed by the award o f  ‘Birthday 

Honours' inside the Chapel. Thereafter, the rest o f the celebrations were called 

off at noon. At t-30 P.M. the weather suddenly adversed. A gale blew,
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fo llow ed by a heavy down pour. The Police and the dem onstrators ran for 

shelter and everything was forgotten, for the tim e being , except the thought o f  

pro tecting  oneself from  the fury o f  elem ents. T ow ards evening, the ardour o f  

the dem onstrators flagged, and they retreated  to R anipul, 12 kilom etres below  

G angtok, for food and rest for the night. The d ay ’s to ll had sorne 60 in jured  

and w ounded. The sam e evening the crow n prince, T enzing N am gyal, drove to 

R anipul, accom panied by a Security O fficer. W ith  the rashness o f  youth, and 

perhaps flushed by a prem ature sense o f  v ic to ry  over the dem onstrators, he 

crashed through the barrier erected by the la tter. A shout w as raised  and the 

young m an, the security  officer fired revolver shots at random , w ounding three 

by-standers, two o f them  were women. This fu rther exacerbated  the p eo p le ’s 

feelings .towards the ruling fam ily and perhaps, accounts for the m ounting 

resen tm ent shown by the people says L. B. B asnet in his work, Sikkim  .-.Short 

P olitical H istory, p. 183.

More .specifieally, there is another vers ion  according to Sunanda 

K. D utta  Ray, who had infact described in his work. Sm ash and Grab -  

A nnexation  o f  Sikkim . New Delhi, Vikas, 1984. The ris ing might have fizzled 

out then but for a piece o f  foolishness by Crown Prince  Tenzing, who decided 

to ven ture  out in his Jonga, Mrs G andhi’s gift in happier tim es, to see what 

was happening. H is com panions. C aptain R oland C hettri, R inchen W angdi, 

and D rojee Dadul, a youth in the Sikkim  In te lligence, were all in their early  

twenties, and none o f  them noted for prudence, Fhey were four high spirited 

young men out for adventure.

The drive to Singtam , ju s t an hour aw ay, w as uneventfu l. K nots 

o f  people stood about along the road, but they seem ed to  bear no ill w ill to the 

handsom e young prince. M ost stared, some fo lded  th e ir hands in greeting, a 

few  even sm iled and w aved. Singtam  w as peacefu lly  deserted . B ut the m ood 

changed w hen Tenzing and his com panions w ere re turn ing . A barricade had 

been flung across the road at R anipul, e ight m iles south  o f  G angtok, and 

Tenzing, who was driv ing, had to pull up as sm ooth  faced young N epalese 

boys w earing scarle t arm bands and w aving the JA C  trico lou r, sw arm ed into 

the road. Not only was the crow d b igger, bu t it was surely , and some 

vo lun teers began pounding  the Jo n g a’s sides. C ap tain , C hettri lost his nerve
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and fired into the air; he feared for the p rince’s safety  and hoped  to frighten 

the mob into scattering. Sim ultaneously, T enzing p ressed  hard on the 

accelerator, crashed the barrier and the Jonga w as soon lost in a speeding 

cloud o f  du st.” (D atta Ray 1984; 181-182)

D atta Ray goes on to elaborate tha t the  c laim s o f  the JAC that 

the Crow n Prince had fired at and killed  some people even tually  got exposed 

as the b la tan t lies they were.

“From  pulp it and forum , Kazi denounced the C hogyal’s son’s 

m urderous activ ities w hich had resulted in th ree deaths; the JAC even 

identified  one o f  the ‘v ic tim s’ as M iss Kamai Tsong o f  A ssam  Lingsey village 

in east Sikkim . But M iss Tsong, said to have been gunned dow n in Ranipul on 

4 A pril, proclaim ed on 18 May: ‘I am very m uch alive and request you to 

consider th is grave defam ation that they have tried  to b ring  on m e’. Ram 

C handra Poudyal, by then encam ped in the Paljor stad ium , also denied K azi’s 

charge that the crow n prince had m ade an attem pt on h is life :” (D atta Ray 

1984 : 182).

A m otorcar accident on Nam N am  road cruelly  snuffed out 

Crown Prince T enzing’s life in 1978.

C aptain R oland C hristopher C hettri, loyal to the last, is passed

away.

Kazi is no m ore.

R.C. Poudyal decam ped from Paljo r S tadium  long ago and now 

lives in East Sikkim.

“ M iss Tsong is still a live” quotes T enzing  C. T ashi..

Sunanda D atta-Ray is now based in S ingapore  from  where he 

still w rites a popular colum n for the Telegraph.

We have lost our country and k ing  long back and earned 

ourselves a dem ocracy. Events o f  some th ir ty  years later bear out a 

p rocrastinated  tru th -tha t kingdom s are an anachron ism  in to d ay ’s m odern 

w orld. N ep al’s unpopular m onarchy has been  fo rced  to step down and 

B hu tan’s enlightened m onarchy has opted to g ive her people dem ocracy.

D em ocracy is a pow erful tool. B ut dem ocracy does not given 

anyone the right, in w hatsoever garb, academ ic or o therw ise, to  present a one
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sided version o f  events and try to wrongly in fluence  the future in w hat it w ill 

believe about the past. (Source : Tenzing C. Tashi, “C ontinued  D em ocracy” , 

Slice o f  L ife, N ow, Vol lA  No. 183, May 28, 2008, p .2)

The other version in the book H istory  o f  D em ocratic  M ovem ent 

described : on tha t day, m ore than tw enty thousand S ikkim ese w alked out o f  

the v illages and the bazaars. They were reacting  against the nonfu lfillm ent o f  

their dem ands for a w ritten Constitution and a system  o f one m an one vote, 

the effects o f  which w ere that the represen tatives o f  the m ajority  com m unity 

failed  to represen t their people. The m ass o f  hum anity  m oved tow ards 

G angtok accom panied even by the m erchants and the governm ent em ployees. 

The event coincided w ith the period, w hen the G overnm ent had im prisoned 

the leader o f  the Janata  Congress, K. C, P radhan. U nder the leadership  o f 

Kazi Lhendup D orjee, the procession, w ith  fervour, m oved tow ards the 

palace, but the ir m ovem ent was halted by gunfires. M any succum bed to death. 

T eargas sp lin tered  them  yet they m oved on. W hen the  S ikkim  guard  persisted  

in the u se  o f  teargas and guns, the crow d began losing  its contro l. Am idst 

these, the news o f  three casualities a t R anipool ow ing  to the use o f  revolver 

by the escort o f  the Crown Prince, s toked  the f i r e  o f  the revolution. The police  

surrendered  before the ag ita ted  crowd, sta te  p o w er  p a sse d  into the hand o f  

the people, law  and order broke down in S ikkim . The people burn t the police 

booths, destroyed  telephone line and m utila ted  G overnm ent docum ents. A 

group o f  people from  Ranipool m oved tow ards G angtok shouting  slogans, 

“ FFe w ant p e o p le ’s r u le ”, “Down w ith the k in g ” “D own w ith the C hogya l”. 

W ith b lack flags in the ir hand they also burnt the  effigy  o f the king. (Source : 

Sikkim , H istory  o f  D em ocratic M ovem ent, IP R  (G .O .S.), 2002, pp 25-26).

The next day, A pril 5, 1973, around  8,000 people  once again 

face the Police  personnel. The top leaders w ere ca lled  by the P o litica l Officer. 

A vatar S ingh o f  External M inistry, G overnm ent o f  India , for am icable talks, 

who had been  deputed soas to tackle the situation . K now ing the fact that the 

w arrants o f  arrest had been issued against K azi L hendup D orjee Khangsarpa 

and some other leaders, took the advantage o f  th e ir presence in the India 

House Sanctuary , requested the Po litical O fficer for asylum  and accordingly
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blessed it. At the current stage, the dem onstrators abandoned by their 

in fluentia l leaders were com pletely ignorant o f  the la test developm ents. The 

ignorant dem onstrators were m ercilessly  beaten up by the Police and the 

T ibetans, who had by now been jo ined  by some S ikkim ese-B hutia  volunteers. 

Such was the on slaught that the dem onstrators, who had throughout rem ained 

non-vio lent, fled for safety in all directions, eventually  reaching  their camp at 

R anipul. It was projected  that m ore than a hundred dem onstrators were injured 

and badly wounded on and A pril and later six accord ing  to L. B. B asnet 

w ere succum bed. The saddest scene in the C apital was an apparent failure o f  

dem onstration. H ence, the dem onstrators were regrouping  at Ranipul under 

second echelon leaders, a h istory was being created  in o ther tow ns and district 

head quarters. On 4**’, in all d istric t head quarters and tow ns o f  Sikkim, except 

M angan in the north, the people led by the budding youth  leaders, had held 

b lack flag  dem onstrations.

The Sikkim ese flags flow n on ro o f tops had been pulled down, 

ripped and tram pled under foot. The feeble attem pt m ade by some loyal 

o ffic ia ls , supported by a handful o f  Police had fu rther inflam ed the anger o f  

the youths, who, ignorant o f  the developm ents in G aagtok , and w ithout the 

C ounsels o f  cautious and tim id leaders to tem per th e ir zeal, had taken 

possession  o f all official bu ild ings and Police S tations and proclaim ed the 

‘P eo p le ’s R u le ’. W ith little  local variation, alm ost everyw here th is pattern had 

been repeated. W hile the au thorities at Gangtok w ere heav ing  a sigh o f re lie f 

in the evening  because a m ajor part o f  Sikkim  had passed  under the Janata  or 

P e o p le ’s Rule  that all was not w ell in other parts o f  S ikkim , im pinged on the 

au thorities at G angtok, w hen a detachm ent o f  the S ikkim  G uards under Lieut. 

Col. K .S. G urung o f  the Indian A rm y and the D istric t M agistra te  o f Gangtok 

deputed to relieve the pressure at N am chi, reached S ingtam , found that they 

could  penetrate  farther, and re tu rned  beyond S ingtam , the  C hogyaVs  w rit no 

longer ran. H ardly th is shock had the tim e to reg is te r w hen A vatar Singh, 

accom panied  by the P o litica l O fficer and the M ajor G eneral com m anding the 

Indian  Troops in Sikkim , called  on the Chogyal and apprised  him o f the 

w orsening  the law and order situation and the to ta l co llapse  o f  the Sikkim ~ 

A dm in istra tion  in N am chi (South), G yalzing (W est) and G angtok (East),
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except M angan (North). The C hogyal was persuaded to bow  before the storm 

and his signature on a prepared draft, purporting  to be a request from  him  to 

the G overnm ent o f  India to intervene and restore law  and order, was obtained. 

A sim ilar request had already been received from  K azi Lhendup Dorjee 

K hangsarpa and others, who, having abandoned the  peop le  to their fate, had 

sought P olitical asylum  at the India House. The ta lks to b ring  about norm alcy 

started  the sam e evening. K.C. Pradhan, who had been brought from ja il to 

take part in the talks, refused to go back to ja il, and thus secured  his freedom .

It is a historical fact that the Indian A rm y, w hich  had m aintained 

at least a fighting  division in Sikkim since the S ino-Indian  w ar o f  1962, came 

forw ard to take over from the reb e l’s hands all the Police  Stations and 

adm inistrative head quarters already captured earlier. Further, it was a pathetic 

scene that the Sikkim  Police at Gangtok was confined  to barracks; while 

Indian troops took  over Police functions in the C apital as w ell as elsew here 

until they w ere relieved by the Central R eserve P olice  Force (CRFF), 

G overnm ent o f  India.

The evening o f  A pril 1973, w as another s ign ifican t h istorical 

day and date tha t the Chogyal was sent a fresh ‘d ra ft’ by the P o litica l O fficer 

w hereby the C hogyal was to request the G overnm ent o f  India  to take over the 

adm inistration  o f  Sikkim  till the period, som e w orkable form ula was 

developed w hich  led to the enactm ent o f  a force in  the Palace and that throw s 

light on the w orking o f the minds o f  some B hutia  O fficia ls, who even at that 

crucial hour failed  to realize the gravity  o f  the situation . H ow ever, some 

B hutia Senior O fficers and host o f N epalis O fficers w ere hastily  collected  to 

study the ‘d ra ft’ and help the Chogyal so as to conclude a decision. There in 

the presence o f  N epalis  O fficers, some B hutia  O fficers w ere still advising the 

C hogyal to use force and wipe out the dem onstrato rs and anybody who dared 

to raise his voice against the G overnm ent. H ow ever, the C ounselling  prevailed  

that these B uddhists, the followers o f  the P rophet o f  non-vio lence, were 

reconciled  to adopting  less violent m ethods to  co^e w ith the revolt. It 

appeared they did not fully grasp the fact that the effective  contro l over the 

instrum ents o f  violence had already passed from  th e ir hands. D espite the-fact,
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therefore, a statem ent w as drawn up where in the O fficers present undertook to 

share the blam e for the adm inistrative fa ilu re  lead ing  to the revolt and 

subsequently  handing over the adm inistration to the G overnm ent o f  India. 

A round m id-night the ‘d ra ft’ sent by the P o litica l O fficer was signed and 

returned by a special courier to the concerned O fficer. D uring th is particular 

period, the revolt w as practically over w hen the G overnm ent o f India 

intervened.

A t p resen t, the Indian Army w as in  firm  contro l, perm itting the 

‘reb e ls ’ to stage noisy, but peaceful dem onstrations. These dem onstrations 

continued for m any days. People from all over S ikkim  continued  to pour into 

G angtok, the State C apital, under the safety ensured  by the  presence and active 

control o f  the Indian Arm y lending zest and v igou r to  the daily round o f 

dem onstrations. K nti-C hogyal sentim ents gained  w ith  each passing day. 

D uring one o f  these dem onstrations, the effig ies o f  the  C hogyal, the G yalmo, 

and the Crow n Prince w ere burnt and dem and for the  C hogya l’s abdication 

began to be shouted around. The G overnm ent o f  India , very closely observing 

the deterio rating  s itua tion  in the State o f  S ikkim , appointed B.S. Das as the 

C h ie f A dm inistra tor and accordingly he took  over the charge on April 9'^, 

1973. K ewai Singh, the Foreign Secretary o f  India, held  talks w ith the 

C hogyal, the leaders o f  the Joint Action C om m ittee (JA C ) and representatives 

o f  the Sikkim  N ational Party. The .lAC had p resen ted  a lis t o f  14 dem ands w ith 

the originai five dem ands viz., demand for a w ritten  C onstitu tion , fundam ental 

rights, a fu ll-fledged  dem ocracy, one man, one vote  and the abolition  o f P arity  

form ula as the m ain issues. At first., the abd ica tion  o f  the C hogyal was also 

included, but la ter on it was dropped on the advice  o f  K ewal Singh, the then 

Foreign Secretary, G overnm ent o f  India,

H ow ever, the Indian Press con tinued  to  flash  tha t the agitation 

was escalating , so com pletely and had the Ind ian  A rm y taken control over the 

situation. In the scene more than 20,000 or so dem onstra to rs who had gathered 

in the C apital, a fte r le tting out steam in the shape o f  slogan -  shouting -  

processions w here any num ber o f  anti-C hogyal s logans w ere shouted, were 

being fed and generally  cared for, by the Ind ian  A rm y. The Foreign Press was
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kept out o f  Sikkim  first by the ‘Inner-L ine Perm it (I.L .P .) restric tions that 

were operative even before the beginning o f  the ag ita tion  and later by 

G overnm ent o f  India fiat, which came when the C hairm an o f  the JAC. who 

had com pletely  p laced him self at the beck and call o f  the  Political O fficer and 

the F oreign  Secretary, requested the G overnm ent o f  Ind ia  to keep out “N on- 

Indian F oreigners”, who were “Out to create fissures in the friendly  relations 

betw een the Indian authorities and the S ikkim ese p eo p le” . As a result, the 

talks held  by Kewal Singh, Foreign Secretary o f  Ind ia  w ith  the Chogyal, and 

the Jo in t A ction Com m ittee and the Sikkim  N ational Party , an agreem ent was 

signed at G angtok on M ay 1973. This h is to rica l trip artite  agreem ent 

purported  to be the basis o f  a future C onstitu tion fo r S ikkim  as well as that o f  

the fu ture  o f  Indo-sikk im  Treaty”. Further, the ag reem ent called  for “the 

estab lishm ent o f  a fully responsible G overnm ent o f  Sikkim  w ith a m ore 

dem ocratic  C onstitu tion, the guarantee o f  fundam ental righ ts, the rule o f law, 

an Independent Judiciary  and greater leg islative and E xecu tive Pow er for the 

elected represen tatives o f the people” . I t also called  for the e lection  based on 

A dult Suffrage, equitable representation to all sections o f  the people and the 

voting to be based on the Principle o f  “one m an, one v o te” .

On the basis o f the above said agreem ent, the C hogyal and the 

People o f  Sikkim  had requested to the G overnm ent o f  India to provide 

im m ediately  the H ead o f the A dm inistration, and the G overnm ent o f  India had 

agreed to  do so at its  earliest. M oreover, the agreem ent also provided for an 

“A ssem bly” in Sikkim , The election to th is A ssem bly , “shall be held every 

four year;>’'.. The Assembly shall have pow er to p ropose law s and adopt 

reso lu tions for the w elfare o f  the people o f  S ikkim  on any o f  the m atters 

enum erated  here below , viz.,

(i) “E ducation.

(ii) P ub lic  H ealth.

(iii) Excise.

(iv) P ress and Publicity.

(v) T ransport.

(vi) Ekizars.
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(vii) Forest.

(viii) Public W orks.

(ix) A griculture.

(x) Food Supplies.

(xi) Econom ic and Social Planning, including  S tate  Enterprises.

(xii) Home and Establishm ent.

(xiii) Finance.

(xiv) Land R evenue.”

The A ssem bly, “shall not d iscuss or ask questions o n ”, among 

other th ings as per the following : (For details, see G overnm ent o f  India  

(Amendment) Act, 1974)

“The C hogyal and the m em bers o f  the ru ling  fam ily . . . ”

“Any m atter which concerns the responsib ilities  o f  the 

G overnm ent o f  India, under the agreem ent o r under any other agreem ent 

betw een India and S ikkim .” {For details, A ppend ix  No. - IT).

Furtherm ore, the agreem ent p rov ided  for an E xecutive Council, 

“w hich shall consist o f  the elected m em bers o f  the A ssem bly w ho shall be 

appointed to the Executive Council by the C hogyal on the aid and advice o f  

the C h ief Executive. The C hief Executive shall p reside over the m eetings o f 

the Executive C ouncil.” Any difference o f  op in ion  betw een the Chogyal and 

the C h ief Executive “shall be referred to the P o litica l O fficer in  Sikkim , who 

shall obtain  the advice o f the G overnm ent o f  India , w hich  shall be b inding.” 

The agreem ent also leaves many questions unansw ered . On m any m atters, it is 

vague and equivocal. Only when it takes m ore concrete  shape in the  form o f a 

“w ritten C onstitu tion” , will this vagueness be rem oved. T here is no indication 

w hen the p rom ises contained in the agreem ent are to be tran sla ted  into action.

F inally , however, som e conclusions can be derived  from the 

agreem ent. F irstly , the Powers o f  the C hogyal, even though he rem ains the 

“Head o f the S la te” , had been drastically  reduced . Secondly , the preponderant
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ascendancy o f  the B hutias in every field had been  rudely  shaken. Thirdly, the 

N epalis o f  Sikkim ese origin, which had risen in  revo lt, had been assured o f  a 

fairer deal. U ltim ately , the Governm ent o f  India had gained enorm ously. The 

Indian ho ld  over Sikkim  became m ore firm er. The in ternal adm inistration o f  

Sikkim  had, to all in tents and purposes, been taken  over by the Governm ent o f  , 

India w ith  an objective exercising a greater pow er w ith  her neighbouring 

C ountries in the cradle o f  the Indian Sub-Continent.

The Political turm oil that rocked the State u ltim ately  led to the 

signing o f  the “Tripartite A greem ent” on M ay 8, 1973, postulated  the 

form ation o f  a responsible Governm ent, w ider leg isla tive  and Executive 

Pow ers for the e lected  representatives o f  the People , a system  o f election 

based on, “A dult Suffrage”, w hich would give an equ itab le  representation to 

all the sections o f  the people on the basis o f  the p rinc ip le  o f  one m an one vote.

It w as also agreed tha t there should be an A ssem bly in  Sikkim . The A ssem bly 

w ould be elected every four years. E lections w ould be conducted under the 

superv ision  o f  a representative o f  the E lection C om m ission  o f India, who 

would be appointed for the purpose, by the G overnm ent o f  Sikkim .

The E lection  to the New Sikkim  L egislative A ssem bly  : 1974

A ccordingly , the P roclam ation o f  R epresen tation  o f Sikkim  

Subjects Act, 1974 w as issued by the Chogyal in the m onth  o f  February, 1974. 

In accordance to  th is A ct, the A ssem bly was to  he com posed o f  32 m em bers 

and Sikkim  was div ided  into th irty  one T errito ria l C onstituencies and one 

Sangha  C onstituency. The Sangha  C onstituency  w as to com prom ise the 

Sanghas  belonging to M onasteries recognised  by the Chogyal. This 

C onstituency w as to elect one m em ber th rough an elec to ra l college o f  the 

Sanghas  w hose m em bers were not e lig ib le  to vote for any other Constituency. 

Out o f  the 32 seats, 15 seats were reserved for the  B hutia-L epcha and 15 for 

the N epalis com m unity. One was reserved for the Sangha, the other was 

reserved for the Scheduled Castes. E lec tion  to the 31 Territorial 

C onstituencies o f  the Assem.bly would be held on the  basis  o f  A dult Suffrage. 

A candidate, in order to be a m em ber o f  the A ssem bly, m ust be a subject o f
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Sikkim  and o f  above 25 years o f age. The G overnm ent o f  Sikkim  was to form 

rules for the conduct o f  Election in consultation w ith the G overnm ent o f India. 

R .N. Sengupta, LA.S. representative o f  the E lection  C om m ission o f  India, was 

appointed C om m issioner for the New Sikkim  A ssem bly E lections, 1974.

A t the moment, the Political Parties w ere busy in setting  up their 

m achineries fo r the ensuing elections. The Sikkim  Janata  C ongress and the 

Sikkim  N ational Congress were by this tim e m erged toge ther in the name o f 

Sikkim  C ongress. The Party started its election  propaganda. The categorical 

pledges o f  the  Party, which definitely  influenced the P eople, as was evident 

from  the e lection  results, covered a w ide range inc lud ing  the developm ent o f  

agricu lture and allied  fields, industry, pow er, adm in istra tive  reform s, land . 

reform s, safeguard for the m inorities and backw ard c lasses, prom otion o f 

education , construction o f  roads and bridges, etc. B eside these, the Party 

sought in the sphere o f  Indo-Sikkim  relations, c loser ties w ith  the Governm ent 

and People o f  India. A record num ber o f candidates w ho filed  th e ir nom ination 

papers from  the 31 Territorial C onstituencies w ere 120. The number o f 

accepted  va lid ly  n. om inated candidates o f the Sangha  C onstituency  was 06. 

H ow ever, u ltim ately , the num ber o f  contesting C and idates from  the Territorial 

C onstituencies, to whom sym bols were allotted for the firs t tim e on the ballot 

papers, becam e eighty one, fighting for the e lection  battle .

It was on M arch 16'*’, 1974, the C hogyal P rom ulgated  the Sikkim 

E lection  O ffences and Corrupt Practices A ct, 1974, T his A ct enum erated the 

ru les prohibiting public m eetings on the day and p reced ing  day o f the poll; 

penalty  for disorderly  conduct in or near the P o lling  S ta tions, offences relating 

the d isturbances at the election m eetings, offences for generating enm ity 

betw een classes in the context o f  election, e tc. In ano ther notification, the 

E lec tion  Com m ission issued directions p rescrib ing  the  m anner for the conduct 

o f  e lections. It contained that there would be a com m on ba llo t box for all the 

con testing  candidates, only one ballo t w ould be p laced  to receive the ballo t 

papers at any point o f  tim e. No sym bol w ould be pasted  on the ballot box. 

Every baliot paper was U> contain the nam es o f  all re spec tive  Constituencies in 

I'jig iish, Nepali and I'lbetati/B hutia, the sym bols a llo tted  to them . Further, it
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also contained procedures to be follow ed for m ain tain ing  secrecy o f voting, 

for issuing ballo t papers to the voters, keep ing  o f records o f  spoilt and 

returned ballo t papers, including unused m ateria ls, etc. In another notification, 

the E lection C om m issioner issued d irec tions/gu idelines re la ting  to counting o f  

votes and o ther re la ted  matters and the num ber o f  Polling S tations th is was 

103 including the Sangha  C onstituency, w hile  in 1953, the to tal num ber o f 

Polling S tations were only 69 installed for.

T a b le -  IV

Sikkim  Legislative A ssem bly R esults : 1974

SI. No. N am e o f the Party No. o f  E lected  M em bers

L Sikkim  Congress 31 (inc lud ing  03 unopposed)
2 . Sikkim  National Party 01
3. Independent Candidaleri 00

Total N um ber o f  Seats = 32

Source ; SIK K IM  : Sikkim  Darbar G azette, Ex. G azette N o. 55, dated 30.04.
, 1974 and Ex. Gazette 29, dated 05.03. 1974.

M erger and A fter :

The results o f  the E lections to S ikkim  L eg isla tive  Assembly, 

held under a new  system  based on the P rincip le  o f  ONE M A N  -  ONE VOTE, 

showed that the Sikkim  Congress m ade a landslide  v ic to ry  by capturing 27 

seats out o f  28 contested seats, one seat w ent to the N ational Party  w hich in 

the previous e lec tion  captured h a lf o f  the e lec tive  seats. K arm a Gam po Lama, 

who won the  Sangha  seat was also a S ikkim  C ongress cand idate . Three o f the 

Sikkim  C ongress candidates including its P residen t K azi Lhendup Dorjee 

K hangsarpa w ere declared as elected unopposed . B haw ani P rasad  Khanel was 

elected unopposed  from  Ratey-Pani W est Pendam , B.B. G ooroong from 

Chakung and K azi Lhendup Dorjee K hangsarpa  from  T ashid ing . As such, the 

Sikkim  C ongress w on all the A ssem bly seats excep t one.
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The above table shows the total num bers o f  electorate including 

2,004 o f Sangha voters and a total o f 10,740 voters o f  the three C onstituencies 

w here from  candidates were returned unopposed. The figure o f the invalid  

votes was insignificant. The systems o f election w ere quite new in com parison 

to those o f  the earlier elections. The voters w ere not conversant w ith the 

system  o f  single ballo t, the system o f only one ballo t box w ith no sym bol 

pasted on the ballo t box and the system  o f casting  only one vote. Even then, 

only 1,498 votes were found invalid. The e lectorate , it m ight be suggested, had 

a quick grasp o f  the system . By 1974, they had partic ipa ted  in a num ber o f  

elections o f  varied  system s and this had gained their experiences, 

understanding and farsightedness.

Table V 

The N um ber o f  V otes Polled  in Favour o f D ifferen t Political Parties

SI. No. N am e o f the Party No. o f  V otes Polled

1. Sikkirn Congress 26,767
2. Sikkim  N ational Party 1,040

Independeni Candidates 7,189 1

Source : SIK K IM  : Results o f  E lections : 1974, G angtok issued by the
D epartm ent o f  Inform ation and P ub lic  R elations, G overnm ent o f 
Sikkim .

An in teresting  fact, during th is e lec tion  the system  o f  voting and 

counting o f  votes w hich  had changed and a co n trast to  early  elections becam e 

conspicuous. For instance, N ar B ahadur K hatiw ada was declared elected, 

sim ply because he secured the h ighest num ber o f  votes w ithout any 

considera tion  o f  the votes o f his ow n com m unity  or o ther com m unities. 

H ow ever, an ex traord inary  system o f  e lection  fo llow ed  upto 1973 in the 

ChogyaVs regim e in Sikkim .
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Table - VI

From the table below  a change in E lec tion  procedure and system 

since 1974 can be drawn in Sikkim :

N am e o f the 
C onstituency

Total No. of 
E lectorate

Nam e o f the C andidates No. o f  V alid Votes 
Secured

D entam 3,236

1. C.B. C hhetri
2. D.S. Gurung

Pradhan (N ew ar)
5. N.B. K hatiw ada
6. Pad am S. Subba

13
108
102
35

758 (W inner)
147

Source : SIKKIM  : Results o f  E lections : 1974, G angtok, issued by the
D epartm ent o f  Inform ation and Public  R elations, Governm ent o f 
Sikkim

It was the prelude to a change tha t the S ikkim  N ational Party 

m em bers contested  only 5 seats and a num ber o f  ers tw h ile  N ational Party 

m em bers contested  the elections as independent cand idates. U ltim ately, the 

verdict o f  the people, as reflected through voting could  be taken  as a clear 

m andate in favour o f  dem ocracy, social and econom ic ju s tic e  for which the 

Sikkim  C ongress stood. It was a h isto rical day th a t on M ay 10^ ,̂ 1974, the 

new ly constitu ted  Sikkim  Assem bly w as inaugurated  by the  Chogyal. Later, a 

C onstitu tion , called  the G overnm ent o f  Sikkim  B ill, 1974 w as adopted by the 

Sikkim  A ssem bly. The G overnm ent o f  Sikkim  B ill hav ing  been  assented to by 

the C hogyal, a C ouncil o f  M inisters had to be form ed. A ccordingly , the 

C hogyal appoin ted  a 4-m em ber C ouncil o f  M in isters in. Ju ly , 1974 w ith Kazi 

Lhendup D orjee  K hangsarpa as the C h ie f M in ister ~ designate . However, the 

M inistry , in  no tim e, came in conflic t w ith the C hogyal. The conflict o f  

ideology m ingled  w ith the conflict o f  pow er assum ed such  a dim ension that 

by M ay 16, 1975, the tiny H im alayan State lost its id en tity  as a Protectorate, 

first by being  an A ssociate State o f  Ind ia  by 35̂ *’ A m endm ent A ct, 1974 and 

later by com pletely  m erging w ith and becom ing a fu ll fledged  C onstituent 

State o f  India  by 36'*’ A m endm ent A ct, 1975. The S ikkim  A ssem bly, formed 

through the e lections o f  1974 w ith 32 m em bers, becam e the  Legislative 

A ssem bly o f the State ot Sikkim duly elected  under the C onstitu tion  enacted 

for. Fiirther, Sikkim  was allotted one seat in the Lok Sabha and the whole o f
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Sikkim  constitu ted one Parliam entary C onstituency. A long journey  o f  

dem ocrats u ltim ately  achieved their goals so as to estab lish  a dem ocratic 

Institu tion  w ith  good w ill and strong faith under the um brella o f  M other India. 

A fter a long dark night, a Sunny m orning was born in the face o f M other 

Sikkim  facing the M ount K hang-chen-dzonga  (the guard ian  deity  o f  Sikkim).^ 

Thus, the daw n o f dem ocracy depicts the b irth  o f  dem ocracy in  Sikkim  doing 

away w ith m ore than 333 and m ore years o f  N am gyal D ynastic rule. It is, 

therefore, the duty o f  the people, po litical parties and leaders to safeguard this 

hard-w on freedom  to m ake Sikkim m ore and m ore prosperous and not only a 

model S tate  but one o f the best States o f  India.
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